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ABSTRACT 

This thesis attempts to describe the major word form ation processes in 

Kafi Noonoo. Most Kafi Noonoo words are formed by two word form a tion 

processes, i.e . affixation or compou ndin g, a nd only some words by 

reduplication and changing the tone patte rn. Abstract, agentive , 

instrumental, action, ge rundive (infinitival), a nd ma nn e r nomina ls a re 

derived from nouns, adjectives an d verbs by su ffixa tion . With regard to 

verbs, there are causative, reciprocal and passive which a re derived only 

from verbs by suffixation. Adjectives a re formed from nou n s a nd stative 

verbs . The main types of compound words a re nouns, a djectives and 

prepositions. They arc form ed from combinations of the same or different 

word classes. The third type of word formation process is reduplication. 

It forms frequentive and adverbia l nouns. The fourth is tone. It is used to 

form nouns a nd verbs from other nouns a nd verbs by changing their 

pitch pattern . 
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CHAPTER ONE 

1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 The People of Kafa 

Kafa is the n a me of an old kingdom located in the south western part of 

Ethiopia, south of the Goj eb Rive r between roughly 370 E a nd 350 30' E, 

bordering the Omo River Valley gene rally on the south on its east-west 
run along approximately 70 N (Fleming, 1976a). 

The people call themselves in diffe rent ways based on gender. The males 
are called KfJi60 and the fe ma les Keltce (Flem in g, 1976a). 

The Kafa people are primarily agra rian; the ir livelihood depends on 

agricultural products . Th e ir stable food is inset 'fa lse bana na', but corn, 

wheat, ba rley, teff a rc a lso importanl. In add iti on to agriculture th ey a re 

known for cattle rearing a nd producing honey (Taddese , 2001 ). 

According to the population a nd hou si ng ce nsus of Ethiopia in 2007, Ka fi 

Noonoo is spoken by 870,21 3 people in the a rea (C.S.A, 2008 : 24). 

1.2 The Language 

Kafi Noonoo! is one of th e Omotic langu age whic h is s poke n in Kafa zone, 

in and around Bonga, in the south west of Ethiopia . According to 

Fleming (1976a) Kafi Noonoo is an Omotic la nguage whic h is ca tegorized 

under Northe rn Omotic of Ka fa -Gimojan in the sub-group of Kafa . The 

Ka fa sub- group is a lternatively ca lled Gonga2 I(afi Noon[)() be longs to 

South Gonga. 

1 According to Taddese (2001), the te rm n66n66 means mouth , and kafa is the 
name of the land. When kilf<i is used as an adjective, it: becomes Kiill. Hence, 
Kill! N66n66 literally means the mOll th of the Kefa. 

2 The term Gonga has a long tradition of use in the literature as a lin guistic 
term. It represents a langu age su b-group consis ting of Kafi Noonoo, Aniillo, 
Bosha, Amuru, Naga, Boro (Shin asha) and Guba (Fleming, 1976a). 

1 



Regarding the dialccts of Ka ri Noonoo, Fleming (1 976a) states that, 

linguistically Kafi Noonoo consists of a number of s lightly varying 

dialects. Even if, they are basically geographica l dialects, neither of them 

is well described. The followin g is the family tree of Omotic languages. 

Maj i L;ngUage 

+ .. t 

South molic 
North Amotie 

protoi Omolic 

1 
I 

Dizi Sheko Nao 

+ 
Kafa-~imojan 

Hamer- Bana -
Gimojan Ari 

Dime 

Figure-1 Family Tree of Omotic adapted from Fleming (1 976a, p. 300) 

Until recently, Kafi Noonoo was only used as spoken language. Following 

the policy of the existing government which recognizes the right of nation 

and nationalities to use th eir la nguages for a ll forms of communication 

in their respective region s, Ka fi Noonoo has been introduced as a 

medium of instruction at the elementary level and as one subject at high 

school; it is also the administrative language in the Kefa zone. 

1.3 Statement of the problem 

Despite the fact that Kafi Noonoo is one of the la nguages that is spoken 

in south western Ethiopia, little research has been done on the language. 

Of course, various reasons contributed to this. One of the main problems 

is the inconvenient situation before 1991. After 1991, some foreigners 

and Ethiopians have been working on the la nguage , especia lly on 
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phonology and morphology. But, as far as I am concerned, no work has 

been done on word formation of Kafi Noonoo. Hence, this thesis gives an 

in depth account of the topic . 

1.4 Objectives of the Study 

1.4.1 General Objective 

The general objective of the study IS to investigate the possible word 

formation processes in Kafi Noonoo. 

1.4.2 Specific Objectives 

The following are the specific objectives of the study. 

-To identify the affixes used to derive words m Kafi 
Noonoo. 

-To show the processes at which compound words are formed. 

-To investigate whether words are formed through reduplication or not. 

-To identify if tone has any role in word formation. 

-To suggest the possible word formation rules. 

1.5 Significance of the Study 

This work is expected to have a lot of significance. The researcher hopes 

that it contributes to the development of the language. It also may serve 

as a reference material for language teachers and policy designers. 

Moreover, it can be used as a base for further researchers. 
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1.6 Scope of the Study 

Thi s resea rch is limited in it s scope 10 the wo rd fomlat ion processes 

with special focus on clc,'ivatio n and compou ndin g, Furthe rmore , the 

researche r inc ludcs ot her poss ib le wo rd rorm:ltion processes such as 

red uplication a nd ton e in I<ari Noo noo, based on the weak lexica li st 

approach, 

1. 7 Methodolof,;i 

To ca rry ou t this study difTcn:nt Ille thocls have been employed, First 

ava ilable materials co ncernin g I\ari Noonoo were rev icwcd , Th c n, the 

necessary data were co llected a nd l-cca rd ed from native speakers of the 

la nguage, Banga dialect through clicitatio n based o n questionnaires, 

Finally, the collected data was de scribed an d a na lyzed through the 

softwa re Audacity and Praat s incc t he to ne paltern di fference III the 

word has its own role in thc word form ation of the la nguage, 

1.8 Review of Related Literature 

There IS li mi ted li nguistic ,'cscarch done o n I< a fi Noonoo, Mos t of the 

prevIous works have heen li,nited to li sts of wo rd s, phonology a nd 

grammatical s ketches, But recenLly some Sth iopians a nd fore igners have 

been studying it. Some 01' those (th e p rev ious & recent) works are 

reviewed below. 

Cecchi (1 887) is the firs t. resc:,[['( 'hcr to rnak e a grammatica l sketch of I<afi 

Noonoo with a glossary o f several hu ndt'ed words , 

Cerulli (1951) is another scholar who fo cuses on the desc ription of the 

phonology, morphology and ' more ge ne ra lly, t he gra mma r of the 

langu age . I n this work, he greaLly improved earli er desc ription s of the 

langu age. 

4 



Leslau (1 958) is th e first lin guisL to identify Mocha, a di a lecL of the Kafa 

cluster tha t has three Lypes of ton e: high, low a nd fa lli ng. High and 

fa lling tone can occur on s hort or long vowels , bu t a low level tone only 

on long vowels . Moreove r, he descri bes the phonemes and deals with the 

main features of the phonologica l sys Lem. 

Ka sa (1970) studies the phoneme sys tem of Kafi Noonoo . He sta tes that 

the language ha s 5 vowels a nd 22 consonan ts. Moreover, he ide ntifies 

the segmen tal phonemes and the phonem ic value of conson an t 

gemina tion a n d vowel length. 

Flemin g's (1 976a) work is co nce rned with examll1 l11g stud ies made on 

Gonga ' languages for the purpose of historical reconstruction and 

cla ssification. In addition to this , he investigates som e aspects of Gonga 

phonology a nd morphology for the purpose in d icated a bove. Moreover, h e 

describes th e ph onemes and aLtempts to describe th e verb and nominal 

morphology of Ka fi Noonoo. In his a na lys is of phonemes, he sLaLes as 

Kafi Noonoo has 22 consonant a nd 5 sh ort a nd lon g vowel phonemes. 

They are presented as in table 1 a nd 2 below. 
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Labial Alveolar Post Palatal Velar Glottal 

Alveolar 

Stop p b t d k g '1 

p' t' 

Fricative f J h 

Affricate lJ dS 

tf' 

Nasal m n 

Liquids I r 

Glides w J 

Table 1- The consonant. phun eilles ur Ka fi Noonoo a dapted from [<'leming 

(1 976b, p. 355). 

Short Long 

Front Central Back Front Central Back 

u High 1: u: 

e/f: () M irl e: 0: 

a/a Low a : 

Table 2- The vowel phonemes o f Ka fi Noonoo adapted from Fleming 

(1976b, p. 355). 
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Fleming (1976b) notes that gemi na tion is very common, but n ever word 

initially; yielding 40 co nsonanta l co ntrasts. r~cgarding the vowels, he 

states that diphthongs an.: !"are in Ihe language . Except be fore /y/ a nd 

/w / or noun suffixes /0/, / e/ , or / i/, vowels do not combine as 

diphthongs. 

Minwuyelet's (1984) 8 .A lhcs is is on the noun phrase in Ka fi Noonoo. He 

identifies the components, the paLte rn s a nd function s of th e noun 

phrase. Moreove r, he shows til e <q ~ l ·eement betwee n the subjec t noun 

and the verb phrase . 

Nega (1984) deals with the verb morphology in Ka fi Noonoo on h is B.A 

thesis. He ide ntifies the structu re and fun c t ion of inflec tional s uffixes . 

Moreover, he describes th e conjugation of ve rbs a nd morphophonemic 

processes of the language such as de letion, vowel harmony, epenthesis, 

vowel contraction and assimilation. He explains th ese morphophonemic 

processes in Kafi Noonoo as follows. 

The first morphophone mi c p rocess I S co nsonant a nd vowel deletion. 

In Kafi Noonoo the con son a nt / h / which is the present tense m a rker is 

dele ted before a vowel /0;' As the resu lt of thi s, there will be a successive 

vowel occurrence of / i/ or /e/ and /0;' Since the language does not 

allow a sequence of two non-identical vowels, the first vowel will be 

deleted (Nega, 1984, p.22). Con sider the following examples. 

1) /ksu:n e- h -o/ 

/ h / ->0/-0 /* su:n e-o/ 

/e/->0/-o Isu: nol 'I work ' 
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2) !,wul 'i -h -ol 

I hi - . 01 - 0 /,w ul 'i -ol 

I ii - . (11 - 0 Iwul.'ol ' I k ill ' 

Vowel deletion is a lso founei whe n a mot fina l I ii is followed by a suffix 

which begins with lal or Ie/. Th is I S illustra tcd as follow 

(cf. Nega, 1984 , p. 22). 

3) /* wU I. 'i-ac- t-a n(e)1 

I ii --> 0 /-a 1* wU l'-ac-l -a n (e)1 

It I --> c/c- 1 wUl'ucca n (el l 's he d ie! nol kill' 

4) I 'k h a mmi -e m m-o-t -une I 

/i/ --> 0/-e Ihum mc mlllO lon l:1 'I s ha ll go' (masc. ) 

The second morphoph o ne mi c process is vowc l ha rmony. This process 

changes a root final vow,,1 Iii or l ei to lal if the co nso nan t between 

the rool fi na l I ii o r lei :111<1 th e vowc l l al of lh e next syllabl e is I h/. 
This may represe ntee! as foll ow (eI'. Nega, 1984, p. 23). 

{
lei } --> 

Iii 

I;]I/-ha 

5) I *!iLl: ne-h -;] n(c) I 

l ei --> [a l/- ha Is u:na -h -a n(e)1 'she works' 

6) r wul'i -h -a I1(C) / 

I ii --> al -ha Iwul'ahan (e)] 'she kills ' 
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The third is epenthesis . In Kafi Noonoo an epen thetie UI is used to break 

the sequence of lei and lal, whieh ean be resulted from conjugation of 

negative marker suffix. Conside r th e follow ing examples (d. Nega, 1984, 

p.23). 

[y] I e-a 

7) I*su:ne-ae -t-el 

0-> [yJ Ie-a r su:ne-j-ae-t-el 

It I -> [eJI e- Is u:nejaece j 'He did not work' 

An epenthetie vowel [i] is a lso u sed to brea k the sequence of I nl and I bl 
at morpheme boundary. Thi s ca n be represented as follow 

(cL Nega, 1984, p. 23). 

0 - ' lij / n -b 

8) /"su:ne -an -bet-el 

0-> [i] / n-b I *su: nc-a n -i -bet-e I 

o -> [yJ I e-a [su:ncjanibelc j 'I a m not working' 

The fourth is vowel contrac tion. Wh en two identical vowels come one 

after the other, they become one long vowel. (cf. Nega, 1984 , p. 25). 

I*keme-em m-o-ta-ne l 

leel -> [e:J [keme:mmotanej '] sha ll buy' (masc. ) 
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The fifth is a ssimilation . It IS ti l<' p rUl'ess at wbidl olle sO UIHJ is 

influenced by its ne ighborin g so un d (Birj a ndi & Ali, 2005, p.1 3 1). The 

fo llowing are some of the eX<l m ples o f <lss im ila tion found in the lan guage 

(cf. Nega, 1984, p. 25), 

A) Ihl -> lell c-

9) 

I hl -> [e]1 e-

Iii -> 0 I-a 

B) It I - . fin] In} 

L[e]/e-

10) 

It I -> [nl /n-

l i/ - ,o/ -a 

11) 

It I -> [el/e­

I ii ->0/-a 

I *wu L'i -ac-h -ete I 

Iwul'i-a e-e-etel 

[wu L'ac-e-ete I 'Th ey do not kil l' 

I "wul'i -a n- I-o-t -<) ne I 

1* wut'i -an -n-o-t-anel 

I \\ 'U lll..l n nola nc J 'I h ave not killed' (mase .) 

j"wul'i -ae-t-ete I 

I "WLI Vi -ac-c-cte I 

Iwa l'ac-ce l.e] They did noL kill.' 

Aberash's (1 985) work s hows the kind 01' verbs of Ka fi Noonoo, their 

phrase structure and the di fferent possible a rra n ge ment of the 

constituents of verb phrase. 

Kassie (1987) presents the syn tac tic a na lysis of th e declarative se ntences 

in th e langu age a nd lheir possible paLLe rn s . In addi t. ion to Lhis, he 

d iscusses the structure o f declara Live sentences m usmg 

transformational process a nd the phrase sLl'ueture rules. 
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Taddese (2001) deals with the tonology of Kafi Noonoo. He identifies that 

the language has rising and fa lling ton es in addition to the two basic 

tones, high and low. He states that absorption a nd bridgi ng are the two 

most pervasive phonologically accountable pitch phenomena in Kafi 

Noonoo tonology. It mea n s in Kafi Noonoo, when a bimoraic syllable with 

LH contour occurs followed by H, the sequence LHH undergoes tone 

absorption resulting in LH . He classifies the nominals a nd verbs in to 

different classes (i.e. class 1, II, and !Il) s ince the Ka fi Noonoo tonal 

alternations are associated with morphological processes. This means 

there are different vowcls refcrred to as the me vowels3 that pop up when 

some suffixes are attached to root forms. Conside r the following 

examples from Taddese (2001, p. 51). 

I. Class I Nominals 

(a) lcet'o -+ lcet' + - na ro - , lcel 'inaro 

'house' PL 'houses ' 

b) anaamo -+ ana am -+ - naro -+ anaaminaro 

'male' PL 'males' 

In this class the terminal vowel /0/ h as underlying H, a nd the theme 

vowel is always / -i- / and is high toned. 

3 Theme vowel is the name that represents the stem-final vowel. In kafi Noonoo 
these vowels do not serve any semantic fun ction; it appears that they are just 
inflectional class markers , but at the same time they are trigged by the present 
anrl past tense morphemes (wh ich are only consonant) due to the syllable 
structure of the language which does not a ll ow a cluster of consonants or a 
geminate consonant with in a syllable in word-medial position. They do not 
show up in cases where suffixes start with a vowel (Taddese, 200 1, p.37). 
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II. Class 11 Nominals 

(a) bdg6 -> 

'sheep' (so) 

bag- + - nar6 --> bCigel1iLI6 

PL 's heep' (I'll 

b) mac6 -> mac - + -nara --> macenCi 10 

'horse' PL 'horses ' 

Here the terminal vowel /0/ has a low Lone. The theme vowel 111 this 

class is / -e- I and it has und erlying L tone. 

III. Class III Nomina ls 

(a) kaj6a --> kaj _ + _ na?a - , kajenal6 

'bird' PL 'bird s ' 

b) k'aw66 --> k'aw + niLi'6 --> k'awel1a?6 

'gun' PL 'guns' 

In this class the terminal vowel is long, i.e.,/ool and h as an underlying 

rising tone. The theme vowel of this class bears underlying H tone . But 

the root can have L or H tone. Since rising tones are disallowed after a 

H tone, the underlying LH will Lurn inLo ::; urface HH Lone by the bridge 

rule. 

Moreover, he describe s Kafi Noonoo has ei ght sy llable types. These are V, 

w, we, vee, ev, evv, evc, cwc or ewcc. The following examples 

are adopted from Taddese (p.4 2). 

v afo 'man' 

W aaro 'eye' 

ev hamel 'Lo go' 

vc ambLlkk6 'termite' 
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vee and 'now' 

vve aar 'in rronlor'/ 'be fo re' 

evv bar66 'forehead' 

eve mandero 'darkness ' 

ewe d661166 'antelope' 

evvee yiic'c' 'yesterday' 

Samson (2003) discusses the s tructure of re lative clau ses in Kafi Noonoo 

and tinds out that a relative clau se a nd a head noun together form a 

noun phrase. In addition to this, he shows that Kafi Noonoo relative 

clause formation employs the strategy of gapping, which is a process that 

does not represent overtly the relativized NP. 

Theil (2007) wrote an artic le on phonological an a lysis of Ka fi Noonoo. In 

this work he deals with vowels, con sonants (single consonants, 

geminates, a nd clusters), tones and morphological a lternations 

(gemination). In doing so hi s main emphases is on the problems created 

by sounds only occurring in loanwords . 

Tilahun's (2009) M.A thesis is on the morphology of Kafi Noonoo. His 

finding shows that nouns are innected for number, gender, definiteness 

and case; and verbs for agreement, tense, mood and pola rity. Bes ides, he 

shows that, nouns can be derived from nouns, adjec tives and verb stems; 

adjectives from verbal and noun stems a nd verbs from verbal stems. 

Moreover, different grammatical fun ctions of morphemes of the language 

and four types of pronouns are identified. Even though he discusses 

some points of the present study, he did not include all types of derived 

nouns and verbs. Even, some of the morphemes identified need 

correction. Por instance, he identified I -itin6 I as abstract noun marker. 

But the middle It I should be doubled. 
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Tolemariam (2009) deals wiLh causa Lives and passives of J(afi Noonoo in 

his Ph.D d issertation. Hi s findin g shows that vowe l / -i- / a nd / -e-/ have 

two different fun ction. Wh e n they come at the root final t hey func tion as 

thematic vowel. But, when they come next to the ste m fin a l vowel th ey 

become causative and pass ive ma rkers respectively. 

1.9 The Present Study 

As it is observed from the rev iew of literature, no re sea rcher has dealt 

with the process of word forma Li on in detail. So, this work is meant to fill 

this gap. This th esis tries to treat nomina lization, adj ectivization and 

verba lization proccsses of de riva tion a nd com poundin g. It a lso attempts 

to investigate other possible word formation process in the language 

such as reduplication and tone . 

1.10 Theoretical Framework 

In terest in word-fonnution has probably a lways gone hand -in-hand with 

interest in language in gen era l, a nd there a re scattered comments and 

works on the subjcct of word -formation from the time of Panini, who 

provided a detailed descripLion of Sa ns krit word-formation, right up to 

the present day (Ba uer, 1981, p. 2 ). 

However, its deve lopment (;ve n a t presen t is not that much advanced 

than what was before. Part of the reason for this is the disagreement 

between the scholars in u s ing unitary approach in dea lin g with word 

formation. Among them for in s tance , J espersen, (1974) m a naged word 

formation by merging sync hroni c and diachronic approaches but, others 

like Bloomfield (1935) considered word form at ion tota lly from synchronic 

point of view; and I':vt iol (1 937) tota lly from diachronic point of view 

(Bauer, 1983, p. 2). 
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If all the above scho lars were in position to USC ;] composit ion of the two, 

il cou ld be po~~i!J1c t() sec LI Ixt lcr devcloiJ tnelll. In olher words, since 

different linguist had l)cCII i'ulluwin g a dillcrc nt thcoreti cal ass umpLion 

afte r the diachronic and sy nchl'Onic di st in c ti on drawn by De Saussure 

(1916), it had bccn dilTic ulL tu comc up with a clear view of word 

formation (Bauer, 1983, pp. 2 -: \). 

There a re a lso other schola rs who have a completely different idea on 

wo rd -formation. These a rc I\mcrican Structuralisms and early 

Transformational Generative Gramma ri a n s . Th ey h ad no t been interested 

in word formation. Because, the form e r m ajor interest h ad been in units 

sma lle r than word and the I;llter was in units larger than word, i.e., the 

structure of phrases and sentences . 

Even if it is so, the "Chomskyan Revo lu l ion" in 1957, with the 

publication of Syntactic Struclures (Chom s ky, 1957) rad ically changed 

the approach to language tak en by the majorily of the most innuential 

linguists. "This was the t ime in whi ch wo rd -formation research found 

itsp.Ir'(Ba uer, 1983, p. 2). Moreover, word forma lion was l reated by two 

different hypotheses since this lime: Tra n sfo rmalionlist and Lexica li st. 

In the transformationlist hypothesis, works s uc h as Chomsky (1957) and 

Less (1960) did nol consid e l' word rurmalion rules as an autonomous 

system located in the lex ico n. They rather cons ide red word formation 

proce~~ to be part or lhe transformational component. Accord ing to these 

schola rs, th e only items in the lexicon were s im ple words, i.e. those a re 

neither compounds nor de rived forms. But it is claimed, since their 

trca lment of wo rd form;lt ion process ha s s howed a num ber or 

inadequacies. Amon g the se the c nlirc wo rd fo t'mation operalion was 

eXlremely complicated because the rules were unconstrained 

(Chomsky, 1970). Furthermore, syntactic transformations, wh ich are 
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regular processes, could not account for thc idiosyncrasy found in the 

derivation or com plex lexi ca l itcms (Choms ky , 1970). 

On the contrary, the lex ica list a pproach advoca tes th at sy ntax does not 

have access to th e interna l struc ture of wo rd s. Thus, Chomsky (1 970) 

strongly argues that words with de rivationa l fea tures ca nnot be derived 

sy n tac Li ca lly from the deep structu re us they shou ld be part of that 

(Chomsky, 1970; Selkirk, 1982). 

The study of word-forma tion became more importa nt with in the 

Transformat iona l Generative parad igm with the pu blication of 

"Remarks on Nomin a lization" (Chom sky , 1970) . It was in this pa per that 

the dich otomy bet.wecn the 'Lexicali s t' a nd the 'Trans form a tion list' 

approaches to lexical inser t ion was set up as one of thc major divisions 

within the transformationa l school. Thi s dispute brought the data of 

word-formation in to th e ce ntre of lin gu istic inte rest, alth o ugh no change 

was made in th e basic assumption that the words formed were specia l 

kinds of sentences whose intern a l sha pe was dete rmined by the 

phonology. (Chomsky, 1970; Bau er, 1983, p. 5). 

Following Chomsky's (1 970) rema rks, two main approach es h ave 

emerged within the lexicali st hypoth esis: the Strong a nd Weak Lexicalist 

approach es. The Strong Lexicalist a pproach, a s d iscussed by Lieber 

(1 980) a nd Kiparsky (1 982), amon g othe rs trca t both de rivation and 

inflection in th e lexicon, and thus, as a morphologica l process. On the 

othe r h and, the Weak Lexi ca li st a pproach as pro posed by Siegel (1 994) 

and Aronoff (1 976), a mong others, assumes that deriva t io ns trea ted in 

morphology, whereas inlk cLion s in syntax. Still some othcrs like Scalise 

(1984) believe that inflections can be t reated unde r phonology. 

According to Bauer (1 983), "word-forma tio n process is classified as 

derivationa l and compounding."(p. 34). She states also that deriva tion is 

16 

I 

! 



a process obtained through affi xa tion. Since this study aims at s howing 

how new lexical items are formed by the process o f a ffixation and 

compounding I follow the fram ework of the Weak Lexica list hypothcsis 

outlined in Ha lle (1973), Jackcndoff (1975), and I\ronoff (1 976) a mong 

others. The lexicali st hypothesis stipulates that words with derivational 

morphology and compounding are not formed by syntactic 

transformation but rather by morphological transfor-mation in the 

lexicon. As syntax defines possible sente nces, morphology defines 

possible words in a language (Aronoff, 1976 , p . 30)_ As Halle (1973) 

proposes, when dealing with lexica l items, we take in to account the 

actual and the possible but not the impossible and the non-existent 

word s based on specific language rules. 

For the formation of ru les, the fra m ework developed by Selkirk (1982) IS 

fo llowed_ Her framework shows that "any language has a particular 

grammar of word structures, which conforms to certain general 

principles govern in g the possib le word structurcs in the language" 

(Selkirk, 1982, p. 9). She adds that whi le phrase structure rules operate 

in the syntax, word struc ture ru les operate in the lexicon, and word 

formation ru les constitute one SUb-component of the lexicon. The other 

sub components are the dictionary consisting of freely occurring words 

and the extended d ictionary which includes the list of affixes and other 

bound forms (Selk irk, 1982, p.10). She adds that native speakers of a 

language h ave intu itions about the internal structure of words in their 

la nguage. Such intuitions are said to be capturcd by the word structure 

rules of th e language wh ic h arc known as context fre e rewriting rules . 

!<;vcry new word formed by a wore! form at ion rule must be in the domain 

of one of the major lexica l ca tegori es . Thc assign ment of sueh lexical 

category helps to infer the relation between mother and daughter n odes 

in word structures. Furthermore, the relation between mother and 
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daughter nodes, in turn, is re la ted to the head theory of Selkirk (1982), 

which proposes that every complex word ha s a head, which bears the 

features of the mother nod e. In light of thi s , the eleme n t with the same 

category feature with the mothe r nod e is co n s ide red a s t.he head of the 

word . In most cases, affixes have th e same ca tegory fe a tures as th eir 

dominating nodes, and thus, ca n be heads. 

Regarding compounds, the cons ti tuent of the co mpound which bears the 

same syntactic category feature a s the wh ole compound is considered as 

head. The head assigns to the e ntire wo rd its category by means of a 

mechanism referred to as percolation. As Selkirk (1982) the concept of 

percolation is put as foll ow. "If a con s titu ent IT is the head of a 

constituent p, IT and p are a ssociated with an identical se t of features 

(Syntactic and diacritic)"(p. 2 J). 

The other word formation process to be di scussed is reduplication. 

According to Maravesik (19 78, p . 3 19), "reduplica tion of al l dement has a 

semantic effect of iteratively , intensity or frequentativenes s to those of 

the un reduplicated counterpa rts. " 

In following this frame wo rk, the s tudy tri es to describe the word 

formation process of Kafi Noonoo . 
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CHAPTER TWO 

2. AFFIXATION 

Affixation is one of the m ajo r types of word form a tion process . Bau e r (2003) 

defines a ffixation as "the process of addin g a ffixe s to Cl"eate new lexemes or 

may change th e syntac tic catego ry of the base to which th ey are added" (p . 27) . 

In Ka fi Noonoo nomina ls, ve rb:; a nd adj ectives a re derived from different lexica l 

ca tegories by adding diffe ren t suffixes . Derivation of th esc three word cla sses 

will be discussed exhaus tive ly in this cha pte r. 

2.1. Nominalization 

Nominalization refers to the process of turning noun Ot- other pa rts of 

speech to noun (Comrie & Thompson, 1985, p. 349). In Kafi Noonoo 

va rious types of nomina ls such as a bs trac t, a gentive , instrumenta l, 

result, action (process), ge rundive, infinitiva l, and m a nner a re derived 

from nominal, ve rba l a ncl adj cct iva l s tc ms. We will di scll ss each of them 

a s follow. 

2.1.1 Abstract Nominals Derived From Nouns & Adjectives 

In Kafi Noonoo a bs trac t nomin a ls a re de ri ved from oth e r nominals or 

adjectives by adding suffix / -iWno/ to noun. Wh en thi s su ffix is added to 

nouns or adjectives, the fin a l vowels of the nouns or a djectives are 

deleted. This is illustrated in the ta bles 3 & 4 below respec tively. 
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._---- .. _._- -
Nouns Gloss Derived Nominals Gloss 

a. lI1a:ce \'volnan' ma: c- ittill a 'womanhood' 

b. gz'di:re 'girl' gidi:r- Wino 'girlh ood' 

c. gu.:no 'slave' gu. :n- Wino 'slavery' 

d. bitso 'child' bzis- Wino 'childhood' 

e. nu:co: 'friend' nil :c- ittino 'friendsh ip' 

f as6 'nHln' as- Wino 'manhood' 

g. t'ibo: 're lativc' t'ib- Win o 'relativcness' 

h. nih66 'father' nih- Wino 'fatherhood' 

i. inde: 'mother' ind- Wino 'motherhood' 

j.mane: 'sister' man- ittino 'sisterhood' 

Ie. mana: 'brother' man- Wino 'brotherhood' 

Table-3 Ab:; tract Nominal s from Concretc No uns 

The above table shows that while th e suffix / -Winolis addecl to nouns, a ll 

the terminal vowcls are de le ted to avo id impermissible sequence of two 

non-identical vowcls in the lan guage. Such derived nomina ls ca n OCCLlr 

as NP in the sentences like the following: 

1 al are: gidi: re-ne 

she girl -be.PRs 

'She is a gi rl' 

I bl are: bi- gidi:r-ittil1o -l1a ge:e'i <y >6.n 

she 3GEN- girlhood -of pricle <EPN >3SG.F 

'She is pride of her girlhood' 

Ie) are: bi-su:no-l1a ge:c'i<y>an ) 

she 3GEN-work-of pride<EPN>3SG.F 

'She is prides of her work' 
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In sentence (J a ) gidi:re 'girl' uses as a noun phrase or nOlln in th e verbal 

ph rase gidi:rene 'is a girl ' s ince its ca tego ry is noun. In thc second 

sentence (l b) the derived noun gidi:r1ttino 'gi rlhood' serves as a NP or 

noun in the prepositional phrase gidi:r-ittinonci 'o f h er girlhoocl ' s ince it' 

replaces the position of non -de rived noun su:no 'work' in se ntence (l c). 

When we compare the words gidi:re 'girl' a nd gid i:r1 ttino 'gir lh ood', though 

both of them are nOllns, thcir s ub category is d ifferent, i.e . the former is 

concrete a nd the latte r is abstract noun . This difference cmanates from 

th e s uffix added to thc base nou n. It mcans [+ABST.] feature pe rcolatcs 

from suffix to the whole noun. Thus, conc rete noun is changed to 

abstract. 

Tila hun (2009, p .22) ide ntifies I -itino/ as a bs tract noun marker. But, my 

data shows that the I tl of the s uffix s hou ld be geminated a nd all of the 

tones in th e su ffix a re low. 

Adjectives Gloss Derived Nominals Gloss 

a.g6.:wo 'good' gci:w- ittino 'goodness' 

b. Ilcic 'e '66 'white' ndc'c'- ittino 'whiteness' 

e. de'6 'wise' cic'- illino 'wisdom' 

d. du:ro: 'foolish' dll:r- ittino 'foolish ness ' 

e . k'up'6 'strong' k 'up' - ittino 'strength ' 

f kettoo 'easy' kett - ittino 'scanda lou s ' 

g. e'ic'6: 'thin ' e'ie'- iltino 'thinncss ' 

h. k'dbino 'short' k'dbil1- ittino 'shortncss' 

i. sdt6 'cowardly' sdt- ittino 'cowardice' 

j. c'e:llo 'reel' c'e:ll- Win6 'redness' 

k. 6.:ng6: 'fat' a:l1g6: 'fatness' 

I. katino 'near' katin- Wino 'nearness ' 

m. woh6 'far' woh- ittino 'farness' 

Table -4 Abstract Nominals from Adjectives 
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4a) tasfaYl du.:bbo du.bbi-/-e 

Tesfaye S In g sing-PFV-3SC:.M 

'Tes fnyc Sclll g a song' 

4b) du:bb-eco waa-t-e 

s inger-AGN.N come-PFV-3SG.M 

'The s in ger ca me' 

Th e first sen tence s hows th e occurrence o f the stem d(/:bbi- 's in g' as a 

verb whereas the second s hows the occurrence of derived agentive 

noMina l du:bbeco 's inger ' as a s ubj ec t. 

When / -eco--co/ is added to intrans itive verb stems, it is used to de rive 

masculine ex pe riencc r nomin a ls . Bu t., whi le the morphe me last vowel is 

changed to I ii th e excpre icnccr nominal s beco me fem inine. Look at the 

following exam ples. 

Verb Gloss Nominilizer Experiencer Gloss 

Stems Nominals 

a. Ico: ti- 'l ie' -ec-o !,o:teco ' Ii a r '( masc.) 

b. Ico:ti- 'lie' -ec-i Ico:teco 'Ii a r'(fem.) 

C.lvoc'c'i- 'run ' - (':' (: -0 1/ }cJ(,' (' ' ir.Jt 6 lru n ncr' 

d.sa:c'e- 'become -c-o sa:c'eco 'One who feel 

hungry' hungry' 

e.bulckl- 'become -ec-o btiiclceco 'gray haired' 

gray hair' 

Ta ble-7 Expcricncer NOIll inals from Verbs 
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The above table s hows that expene l1cer 110minals nrc de rived from 

il1Lral1siLive vCJ"u sterns by t:d<ing th e s" me morphcnw IVit h agent ivc 

nomina Is . Th e only differen ce between th e m is Lh aL, Lh e formel' shows Lhe 

agent of the aetion whe rea s Lhe later shows Lhe experiencer . 

The derivation of these nominals ean be represented by the followin g 

word formation rule . 

[[xl vs +-ecoj-col - > IXIAgcn.N/ Expcr.N 

2.1.2.3 Result Norninals 

r-1csu lt nomin a Is a rc derived fmm vel"b b y suffi xation of Lhe morpheme 

/ -0- 00 / on the verb stems. Co nside r the following table thaL s hows the 

derivation of these nominals. 

--- --- - -.----.. --- - " 

Verb Sterns Gloss Norninili Result Gloss 
zcr Nominals 

a.imi- 'give' - 0 iI/to 'gi rl' 

b. ddi - 'know' -0 a.riyo 'knowledge' 

c. tiC!- 'drink'{v) -0 ti !Jo 'd ri n k'{n) 

d.maa- leaL' - 0 lII e/lj yo 'food' 

e.emiri- 'happy' -0(') el11lr6: 'happiness' 

I ma:c'i- 'decide' -0 
. , . 

ma:c 0 'decision' 

g. taahi- 'exhaust' - 0(') (arillo 'exhaustion' 

h. na:ggi- 'in sult'{v) -0 /'I (i.'ggo 'in su lt'(n) 

t. ippe- 'a s ilky mood' -0 ippo 'unger ' 

j. tippi- 'curse'{v) - 0 l.iJo 'c u rse'{n) 

Ie. ci:ci- 'hide' -0 ccco 'secret' 

Table -R Resu lt Nominnls fmm Verbs 
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As can be seen from the above table more words take morpheme / -6/ 

than /-66/. Thus , morph eme /-66/ is a n a ll omorph o f / -6/. When /-6/ 

or / -66/ is added to the ste m o f the verb , the theme vowels a re deleted. 

Thi s phonologica l p rocess is IIO t. app lica ble ror the roo t t hat has onc 

sylla ble with long vowel (cL d a bove). PO I' such types of roots the result 

nom inilizer is s imply add cd a nd Iy] is in serted betwecn th e two non ­

identical vowels to avoid impermissiblc scqu ence of vowels. 

These derived nominals be long to di ffe rent category t.y pc from their 

stcms s ince they havc [+NI category feature obtained I'rom th e suffix. 

Such nomina ls ca n occur as a su bj cct or object in thc sc ntences as in 

the following examples: 

5a) cir6: n66flt6 

h e bread 

rnci : -h -e 

eat -tMPV-3SG.M 

'H e eats bread' 

5b) rna: <y>6 

eat<EPN>NOM 

kcis66-c k 'a :wi: -h-e 

lifc- for impo rtan t-tMPV-3SG,M 

'Food is important ror life ' 

5c) ar6: rna: <y >6 k'annciyi<y1 >e 

he eat<EPN >NOM pre pare <E PN >3SG. M 

'He prepa res rood' 

In sentence (5a ) the root of the verb rna: 'eat' is u sed as a verb but, in 

(5b) and (5c) the derived nominal rna :y6 'rood' is used as subj ect and 

object respectively. Segment [y] tha t appears be twee n the root a nd 

nominalizer /-6/ is obtained by the phonological rule, in sertion. The 

word rormation rule formul ated for such nomina ls is: 

[lx-] v + -6/-66] -> Ix] Res. N 

, The present tense (IMPV) marker in Kafi Noonoo is / -h- /, bu t sometimes that 
segment is deleted and a glide [yJ is inserted to separate a sequence of two non 
identical vowels that violates the rule of th e language (Taclclese, 200 I, p . 38). 
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2 .1.2.4 Action Nominals 

According to Comrie & Thompso n (198:=;) processl action nominals refe r 

tu "the fact, th e act., the quality or O(:(,III'I'('nce" (p. 350) or the base from 

which such nominals are derived . In j(,lfi Noon oo th ey arc derived from 

th e verb s tem by s uffixation of I -0/ as shown in th e table below. 

_.- .. _ --------_ ... __ .. __ ._- .------- --
Verb Stems Gloss Nomini Action Gloss 

lizer Nominals 

a.woc'i- 'run' -6 (lu6c'6' runnll1g 

b.lcote- 's it ' -6 'k%' 'sitting' 

c. hCl1mni- 'go' -6 i lcimo Journey' 

d. dihi- 'fa ll down' -6 diM 'falling d own' 

e. Icerne- 'buy' -0 icemo 'buyi ng' 

f goCi- 't ill ' -0 !Jo!Jo 't. i II i ng ' 

g. ci:nni- 'see' -0 d:no 'see ing' 

h. wa.je- 'hea r' -6 wd:jo 'hc8ri ng' 

I i. IeEnni- 'se ll ' -6 Icemo 'sellin g ' 
- _._- --------.- ------

Ta ble 9- Action / Process Nominals from Ve rbs 

As s h own in the a bove table, wh en morpheme / -a / is added to the stem 

of the verb, the theme vowel is d eleted. Bes ides, th e stem o f th e ve rb that 

has lei sound next to the theme vowel is ch anged to /yl (ef. f above). 

The following exa mples sllow the occurrence of SLll'il nomina l in 

structure. 

6a) 1e'6c 'it[ do:je leet'o-c woc'c'i<y >e 

Koeh it school -ALL r un<8PN>3S0 .M 

'Koe hit rLln s to sch ool' 
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6b) wac '-o i:wittino: -6 ga:wela-lie 

run-NOM hea llh -for good - bc.I' I~" 

'Run nin g is good for health' 

In (6a) the s te m o f the verb wac 'i- 'run ' is uscd as a verb whereas in (6b) 

the de rived aelion nomina l wac'o 'running' is employed as a su bject of 

the sen tence. Th e reaso n for ge min at ion 0 1' the consonant. in sente nce 

(6a) is re la ted to the tense. It m CD ns in Kafi Noonoo there a rc words those 

geminate while inOected for lenses (Tadclese , 200 1, p. 54 ). 

The following word forma tion ru lc may formulate for these no min a ls. 

[[x-Iv. + -6/61-> IxIAcT.N 

2 . 1.2.5 Gerundive Nominals 

Gerundive nominals are n omi na ls which have a dis trib ution of nominal 

fcatures as well as ve rba l prope rti es (Siege l, 1994). In ](afi Noonoo 

gerundive nomin a ls arc de rived from verbs whcn morpheme 

/ - () - - 66 / is added on thc ver b s tem s . This is illu strated in the 

following table. 

Verb Stems Gloss Nomi­
nilizer 
-6 a.woe'i- 'run ' 

b.liCi- 'dri nk '(v) -6 

c. rnaCi- 'wash' -0 

d. mdd- 'ea t' -0 

e. gu:ri- 's la u gh te l" -66 

f kd:Ci- 'play'(v) -0 

g. hidi- 'sweep' -66 

h. ci:ni- 'see' -6 

Gerundive 
Nominals 
woc'o 

u!JO 

muyo 

mi.'u:1!}o 

gu:ro: 

kcl.'!}o 

hido: 

ci: 110 

Gloss ~ 

'running/ to run' I 
'd rinkin g/lo drink' 

'washing/ La wash' 

'eating/lo cat ' 

'slaugh tcring/ to 

slaughter ' 

'playing/ to play' 

'swee ping/ to play' 

'seei n g/ to sec' 
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i:geti- 'Lalk'(v) -0 gel6 ' ta lking/ Lo talk' 

.i elle- 'lisLe n ' -0 ellei 'Ii stenill g/ to li s Le n ' 

k. 1c6te- 'sie - 0 1e6t6 's ilting/ to s iL' 

I. /e'eyi- 'sleep' -6 k'ey6 's leeping/ to s leep' 

111. 1e6: ri- 'wriLe' -0 k6:r6: 'writin g/ to write ' 

Ta blc - 10 Ce rundi vc/ ln fini l iva l Nom in a ls from Verbs 

As can be observed in the above ta b le, ge rundive or in finiLival nomin a ls 

a rc derived when :;uffi x / -ll/ or / -<'l6/ i:; aLLached to t.he verb stems. 

Morphe me/ 66/ is a ddccl on Lhc vertl roo ts e nd wilh Hlvl'o lar or voi ced 

co nsonants wherca:; /6/ is a Ltaehed Lo ve rb roots e nd with a ny 

conso n a nt. 

In this process the category lype of the verb is ch a nged to [+NJ s ince the 

affix added to the verb s te m has [+N[ fea lure, Like any noun these 

nomina ls a lso occ ur in lhe slruc tuJ'< ' ()f noull phrase in th e :;e nlen ce . 

Look at the foll owin g examples. 

tah6: -11 II1i1 Ci-h-e 7a) a r6: 

he clot h -ACC wash -IMI'V ·:lSC . M 

'He washes th e c1olh ' 

7b) ara: tah6:-11 lI1 ay -6 $ lil1l1i <!J >e 

he c1olh -/\ce wash -COJ<;I< li ke< I·: I'N >3SG.M 

'He likes washing lhe c loLh' 

7c) ar6: tah6: -11 may-6 /e'cr wi <!J> e 

h e cloth -/\ce: W,ls h -INII w;llll<I': I' N>3SG.M 

'Hc wanLs t() wash the c loLh' 

31 



III SClllcliCC (h i) lile ::; lelll IIlLld- '\I'a::;II' ::;lamb a::; a verb in the verb 

phrase tah6:n maCihe 'washes the cloth'. But in (7b) th e de rived 

gcru ndivc nominul md!J6 'washin g' stand s as a noun 111 th e noun phrase 

ldh6:n may6 'wash ing the cloth' thal is subsumed 111 the verb phrase 

tah6: -n may6 simniye 1ike washin g cloth'. It is the same for sentence 

(7c). 

I:;:vc n lhough this inves ligation s hows the above fac t, Tilahun (2009, 

p. 24) states that the morpheme /6/ and /6/ are ge rundive and infinitiva l 

nominal markers respectively. 

Thc possible word formation rule for such nominals is: 

!Ix-Iv. + - 6/ -6 / - 66 I - > [XIGcr.N/Inf.N 

2.1.2.6 Manner Nominals 

Ma nner nominals refer to "the mea ns or ways of doing something" 

(Comrie &. Thompson 1985 , p .354). Even if m anner nominal in Ka fi 

Noonao is shown by word hinl1o: thelt is cCJuiva lent to the English word 

'man ner ', the ste m or some verbs tnke morpheme /-e - - if before the 

independent word hinno:. Look at th(' following table. 
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Verb Stems Gloss Munner 
Nominals 

a, leote­

b, uCi-

c, ne:t'e-

d, woc'c'i-

e, hlimmi-

f doyi­

g, hliggi-

h. leo:ri-

i. elle-

j. geti-

Ie. c'iini-

'si t' "ate hinl!o: 

'drink '(v) (u: i hinno: 

'stand ' ne: t.'e -e hirinG: 

(run' woc'e'i -i hinn6: 

'go' hC1I1lmi hi1l110: 

'learn' doy-e hinno: 

'h uild' Il clggi hil/no: 

'write' /co:ri hinno: 

'listen' elle-e h1l1l1o: 

'lalk'(v) geU-i hil1no: 

'see' c'Ul1i-i hinno: 

Gloss 

'man ner or siltin g' 

'manner or drinking' 

'manner or s landing' 

'manner or running' 

'manner or going' 

'manner o r learnig' 

'manner or building' 

'manner or wri ting' 

'manner or listening' 

'ma nner o r talking' 

'mcmner or seeing' 
__ _ ._. ___ _________ ..J 

Table- 11 Manner Nom in als from Verbs 

This table shows lhal manner nominals arc derived from the verb by 

attac hin g morphcrncl -i or -(;1 and /iiIlIlO: , l:l lll , there a rc some manner 

nominals formed by takin g on ly the word hil1l1o: . In this process, the 

stems with I il theme vowe l take the morph eme I -i I and those end with 

lei take 1- ej. Consider the following examples. 

8a) lira: ci:c'o uCi<y>e 

he water drink<EPN>3SQ,M 

'He drinks water' 

8b) bi uCi hil1l1o: wa'rgclI1 i Icldmmo-l1e 

3GEN drink manner admirable - be 

'His manner of drinking is admirable' 
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8c) aro: woc'c'i<y >e 

he run <EPN>3SG.M 

'He runs' 

8d) bi woc'c'i: hinno: warganik lcimmo-ne 

30EN ru nning manner ad mirable -be.PRS 

'His manner of running is admirable' 

When we compare the derived word s u.6 hi.llno: 'm a nner of drinkin g' in 

sentence (8b) a nd woc'c'ii hinno: 'manner of running' in (8c) derived from 

tile stems of verh (1('1- 'ctrink' ;lIl d lUoc'i- 'I 'un' ITspeetively , th e forme r docs 

not take any morpheme while the la tte r take morpheme / -i / . 

The possible word formation rule for these nominals is: 

Ilx-lv. + (-i/e / ) + hinn661 -> IxjMAN.N 

2.1.3 Summary 

In general most of the derived nominal s t8 ke morpheme / -(0)0/. This 

docs not mean that those a ll derived nominal s take the same morpheme. 

I':ven though they seem the same , s in ce th eir functions are d iffere nt 

wile n they an: a t tac hed to difrcrent vCI"b roots or stems, they are 

different. S uch types of morphernes arc ccdlecl homonymous. 

All of the nominali2ation processes s hown so far except some, are 

category changing. It means, while the s uffix is attached to the root/stem 

of the verb or adjective the ca tego ry ty pe of t he stem is changed because, 

the affixes have the category fea ture [+Nj that percola tes up to the 

derived nomina ls. This process is shown as follow . 
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(woc'i- ( v. ( -61 Ger.N Mnx 

The a ffix in the a bove re presentatio n is the head since its category 

fea ture percolates up to the nomina l. Thi s s ugges ts that, in this language 

the head of derived word is found on th e ri ght s ide of the root( s tem. 

Based on thi s, it IS possib le to fOITllu la te the ge neral rule of 

nominalization of Kafi Noonoo as fo llolV: 

[ [x-] +Arf] ---I. [x l 

Il+V ( +N (+Ac\j.] + N] [+N] 

This rule indicates th a t , in thi s la ngl lage, it. is possible to form nomina ls 

by adding a nominal morphe me with [+N] feature to the noun, Adjective 

or Verb root (ste m). 

2.2 Verbalization 

In the previous section , we di scussed the derivation of noun s. This 

section is devoted to the deri vatio n oi' ve rb s. 

In Ka fi Noonoo, different types of verbs : ca u sat ive , rec iprocal and passive 

ve rbs are deri ved from s imple verb sterns. 

2.2.1 Verbs Derived from Verbs 

2.2.1.1 Causative Verbs 

Katamba (1993) defines ca usa tive ;IS a gra mmatical feature of verbs 

which show a s ituation a t whi c h sOll1eo ne cause som ebody else to do 

something. 
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II I "ddi l i{)11 I {) l lii s C{) lnril ' (I"Wi , 11, :1:1 1) s l :JiI'S Ihil l 111 1'11' :11'1: 111I'1.:e ly pes 

of ~mJsRt' ive ~, 

Causatives can be divided in to threc: An a lytical, lexical and 

morphologica l: Analytica l causative re expressed by separate 
. 

predicates expressing the notion of causation and the e ffects , as 

in, for exumple, 'He cau;;ed Mary to s it ', In thc casc of lexical 

causatives, th e causative s it uation is expressed by lex ical form s 

which te nd to have no formal re lution to that of the e ffec t, as in 

the case of 'k ill' is the causative of 'die', Whi le m orphological 

causativcs arc obtained by a morphological means of 

suffixa tion, 

Since the objective of the s tudy I S limited to mo rphology, on ly 

morphological cau satives wil l be di scussed, 

In Ka fi Noonoo, causative verb is derived from both transitive a nd 

in transitive verb stem by adding the morpheme j -ij , Tolemariam 

(2009, p, 45), also identifies this morph eme, 

2.2.1.1.1 Causativization of Transitive Verbs 

As stated a bove the morpheme t ha t e ha nges th e tran s i t ive verb s tem to 

causative is j- i- j. Consider the fo ll owin g table , 
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Verb Stems 

a. gu:ri­

U. "ut 't 'i-

c.beei-

d.hdggi-

e.maCi-

f tlCi-

g. c'uCi-

h. k6:ri-

f. ~eI1UHe-

./. /,:ci:Ci­

I\.y(luilti­

l l. ice me-

-
Gloss Causativized 

verbs 

'slaughter' gu:ri-i-

'cuL' 

'build' 

'wash' 

'drink' 

'tie' 

'write' 

'rcud' 

'piny' 

'sew' 

'buy' 

lellt 't 'i-i-

beei-i -

hagyi-i-

maCi-i-

tlei-i -

" ~ .. 
C llCl-l-

Ic6:ri-i-

,<jerrI/II -i-

k(j:d-i-

ycibiCi-i­

/cern-; 

Gloss 

'cause to s laughter' 

'cuuse Lo cut' 

'ca use to grow' 

'cause to build' 

'ca use to wash' 

'ca use to drink' 

'ca use to tie' 

'cause to write' 

'C< ll1SC to IT!I( I ' 

'(':ll1Se to pl:ly' 

'ca use lo sew' 

'cause to buy' 

Table-12 Causative from Trans itive Verbs 

As can be observed from the a bove table while causativization process 

takes place the theme vowel of the transitive verb stem which is 

dissimilar with the causative verb is deleted smce it vio lates the 

phonologica l rule of Lhc languagc . The sou nd / n /which is found Cl,t the 

end of the root a lso changed to / c/ . 

Syntactically, a causative verb has different characteristics from its non­

cn llsa t:ive counterpart since the causative vel'b hus one 1110re NP than the 

non-causative one. Regard ing this COl11 rie (1983,) says that, "The 

causative verb may be a transitive verb forl11ed from an intransitive; but 

it may also in many languages, be form ed from a basic verb already of 

higher valence" (p.323). 
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In Kafi Noonoo, both mon o anel eli - transitive ve rbs adel one more NP to 

the sentence while eausativized. The fol lowing sentences illu s trate this. 

9a) ar6: bag66-n 

h e sh eep-lIcc 

gu:ri <y >e 

s laughte r<E I>N >3SG. M 

'He s laughters the s heep' 

9b) ababi bii-n bag66 -n gu:ri-i<y >e 

Abebe 3GEN-IICC sheep-lIc c s laughter-CIIUS<8PN >3SC .M 

'Abe be m a kes him slaughter the shee p' 

9c) ar6: dJema:li-c ka:me:i6 /ceme-t-e 

he jemal - \)II'\' car buy -I'I,'V-3SG. M 

'He bought the ca r for Jama l' 

9el) kabadi bii-Il dJema:li-c ka:me:16 kem-ii-t-e 

kebede 3GEN-IICC je ma l - DI\'I' car buy-CAUS-PJ7V-3SG. M 

'Kebede mude him buy the car I'o r J Clllal' 

As ca n be understood frolll the se nte nces, to (9a ) the verb gu:ri­

'slaughter' has one NP before eausativized . But, wh en causativized as in 

(9b) it gets one more additional NP. It is possible to show their difference 

as follow. 

/ gil:ri- / 'slaughter' = V+ [NP-] 

/ gu.:ri-i-/ 'cause to slaughter' =V+ [NP NP-J 

It is the same for the sentences (ge) a nd (9d). The di-tran sitive verb keme­

'buy' has two NP in non-causativized manner but, whi le causatived as in 

(9d). it gets one more NP. The variety on number of argument between 

the sentences of the two groups - (ga) and (9b) with (9c) and (9d) is 

rel ated to the type of verb i. e . mono or di-transitive . The following 

struc ture also s hows the difference between the sen tences (gc) a nd (gel). 
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/ k(>mp-/ 'h lly' ~ VIINPN I-'I 

/ kem-i/ 'cause to buy' = V+ INP NP NP-I 

In addition to th is the subj ecl (cause r) of the non-causalive sentence, 

d rD: 'he' leaves ils posi tion to th e new NI' 'Abebc ' obtain ed as the result of 

cau sativization , a nd move to object (causcc) pos ition in sc ntcnce (9b). In 

othe r word at the result of causativization the expe r iencer of non 

causativized verb in (9a) becomcs the paLient in sentence (9 b). 

2.2.1.1.2 Causativization of Intransitive Verbs 

Cau sativization of intra n s iti ve verb has its own c h8racteristics th at 

differentiate it fro m the transit ive one. That is, whilc cau sativized, it 

passes through two steps. first th e inlransitivc vcrb is cha nged to 

transitive and the tra n s itivized again to ca usative. These causatives a re 

somewhat related to what (Pa lmer, 1994, p.164) calls 'direc t (single) and 

indirect (double), causative. 

According to Comrie (1985, p. 331). "different langu ages use different 

types of cau satives . It may be lexica l, analylical, morph ological or two of 

them a t the same time. f or instance Engli s h la nguage uses lexical for 

sillgle and analy ti ca l for double ca u sa t ive." In light of this when we see 

Kafi Noonoo, it uses only morphological for both single and double 

causatives. 

The morphe me that derives t ra n s itive verb (single ca usative) from 

intra ns itive ve rb stem is / -i- ;' When this morpheme is redupilicated it 

employs to derive causative verb from a lready transitivized verb stem. 

The difference between trans itivized verb and its cau sative is illustrated 

in the following tables. 
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Intransitive Verb Gloss Transitivized Gloss 

Stems verbs 

a. kote- s il k ot-i- ma kc s it 

b. dihi- fall diCi-i- m a kc fa ll 
. ,. c. woc 7- run 

. ,., 
w oc /-1 - m a ke run 

d .up - s pill u k le-i- spill 

e. t'dl/e- t' a II -i- clean 

f r;,ufi- gufi-i- boil 

Table-1 3 TransiLivizcd Verbs 

~--~ 

Transitivized Gloss Causativized Gloss 

Verb Stems verbs 

a.leat-i- make sil kot -ii- cau sc to make s it 

b. diCi-i- m ake fa ll die-it- causc Lo make fall 
~ ),. c. woc 1-7 - ma ke w oc'-ii- cause Lo make run 

run 

d. ukk-i- spi ll ukk-ii- cause to s pill 

e. t'dl/-i- clean t'all-it- cau se Lo c lean 

f gufl-i- boil guF ii- cau se Lo boil 

Ta ble - 14 CausaLives from Tnl n s itivized Ve rbs 

Table (13) shows th a l morphemc I- i-I is uscd to derive trnn s itivizcd verb 

from inlransilive verb stem . In thi s process the th cme vowcl which is 

dissimilar with the morpheme is rkleLcd. 

On the othe r hand lable (14) shows Lha l lhc redupilicalcd form of the 

single ca u sative morpheme, i. e . I -it-/ is employed to derive causativized 

form of intransitive verb (double causa tive). In olher word, when double 

cnusative is formcd from sin gle causat ive (tra s itivized ve rb) only 

morpheme I -i-I is added on t ra ns itivized ve rb ste m. In this process the 

th e me vowe l of thc t ran s it ivizcd vC I-b stcm I S dc leted lo avoid 
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im[lcrmissib lc sequcncc of tlircl' idc llticu l vuwels (d. b, c & I). 

Th e followin g examples ill u s tm lc th is . 

I On) ababi woc'c 'i-t-e 

Abebe run -PFV-3SG.M 

'Abebe run ' 

l Ob) tesJaayi abcLbi-n woc'H-t-e 

Tesfaye Abebe-I\cc ru n -CI\ US-I' I'V-:lSG .M 

'Tesfaye made Abebe run' 

10e) lc6.bcidi tesJaayi-n abeLN-/? woc '-U-t-e 

Kebede Tes faye-ACC Abebe-I\c c run -CI\US- PFV-3S0 .M 

'Kebede cause Tesfaye to m~ Abe bc run ' 

The differe nce between these sente nces ca n be see n from three 

perspectives : morphological , syntactic a nd semantic. 

The morphologica l differen ce is th a t th e intran s itive ve rb s tem in 

sentence (lOa ) woc'c'i- 'run' doe s not ta ke a ny causa tive morph eme. But 

t ra n si tivized verb woc'i-i- 'run ' in (lOb) a nd double ca usativized verb 

s tem woc'-ii- in (lOc) take morph e me j -i-j a nd j -ii-/ respective ly . 

When we compare the diffe re nce between the se n tences syn tac tically , we 

observe that the subject of intra n sitive verb in sentence (lOa ) become 

object III sente nce (l Ob) bccause o f tra n s tivization or s ingle 

ea usativization . In case of sentence (1 Oc), the su bject of sentence (lOb) 

Tcsf'aye become object of the se nten ce (I Oe) s ince the ve rb is double 

ea u sativized. In other way, the verb in this sen tence ta kes one more 

a rgument than the verb in (l Ob). It is possible to s h ow the difference 

between the verbs as follow. 
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(a) I woc'c'i-I ~ V+ I- I 

(b) I woc'i -i-I 

(c) I woc'i-i- I ~V+ INP NP- I 

T hese struc ture s show lhal lhe numile r or a rguments th ' ll 'I ve rb need s 

inc reases as the verb ch a n ges rrom intra n s itive to s in g le causative 

(like in b) and th en to doub lc cClllsalive( lik e in c) . In a ddition to 

sy ntac ti c, they hnve a lso se ma nl ie dilTe re nee . The cxpe rlenee r o r 

S('l lil'ncc (10,1) a/lli/)i \c '.IVl' S il s posil iO Il 10 Iii" new agel" /pslr'lrl!Ji ,md 

I}('('olllc pati en l in (101»). Al Ih e n 's ull ()f d ouil le G lusativiz'l lion the new ly 

introd uced agent in (lOb) aga in leaves its position to other newly 

introduced agent k6.bddl and become the lllc in (I Oc) . .. 
In co ntrast to this investigat ion Tila hl.ln (2009, 1'. 52), ide ntiries 

IJlo rphcme l ·il )1 <IS cULIsuti vc Illur ke l·. I Ihink his co nc lus ion may 

ema nate from the data tha t is e li c ited only rrom impeI"Clt ivc sentence 

sincc the morphe m e I- bl is on ly I'oulld in im per,tl ive c<l ll sCil ive sentence . 

Co mpa re the foll owin g examples. 

IL a) abdbi woc'c'i< y >e 

Abcbe run <I';I'N >:JS( :.M 

'Abebe runs' 

I I b) tesfdyi ab6bi-n woc'i-i<y >e 

Tesfaye Abebe-ACC run ·CAU S<J-: PN>:JSG .M 

'Tes faye make Abebe run ' 

I I c) k6.bddi tesfdyi-n ab6bl-rt woc'-ii<y>e 

Kebede Tes faye-ACC Abebe-AcC rlln -CI\ US<E: I'N >3SU. M 

'Kebede cause Tes faye to mak e Ahebe run' 
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Abebe run <EPN >3SG. M 

'Does Abcbe run?' 

12b) tesfayi ababi-n w6c'i-i<y>e 

Tesfaye I\bebe -ACC run -CAl JS<I·: I' N>:JS C; .M 

'Does Tesfaye make Abe be run?' 

12c) 1ccibadi tesfayi-n ababi-n w6c'i-i<y>e 

Kebede Te sfaye-ACC Abebe-/\Cc run -CAUS<EPN >3SG.M 

'Does I<ebedc cause Tes fayc Lo make Abe be run?' 

13a) Lesfayi ababi -n \voc '-e i <y>c 

Tesfaye Abebe-ACC run -3SC;.M say<E rN>3SG.M 

'Tcsfavc S:lVS In Ah('he rlll1 !' 

13b) kabadi tesfayi-n a babi-n w6c'i -i-b-e 

Kebede Tesfaye-Acc Abe be-ACC run-Ci\US-IMPV-3SG.M 

say<EI'N >3SG .M 

'Kebede says to Tesfaye make Abe be run!' 

When we compare these Lhree types o r sente nces- sla tement (11). 

('jll<'slio n (12) :1110 imrlCr:llivG (1 :1), we lInriCl'slnnd LhaL caLisaLive marker 

/ -i - / is found 111 a ll causative sentences. The d ifference be tween the 

s tatement and question type is on ly th e tone of the first sy llable of the 

verb, i.e. the syllable that has low tone in the former case become high in 
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\;1Ier . But, I he imperal ive st'nl"llce III (I :Jil) has onc Illort.! scgmcnl in 

dilTcrence wilh Ihe others .i.e. impe l';'ltive marke r job/. As to Tilahun 's 

idea, if it IS a causative ma rker, it shou ld occur in al l (most) of the 

causa Live scnLences, buL IlOl. This IS Lite reason for concluding as 

morpheme I -ibl is not causative mark e r. 

2.2.1.1.3 Causatives of Reciprocal verbs 

Tlte causative or reciprocal vcril o r I<a ri NoonOll IS exp ressed 

ITHlrphologica Il y ns other veriJs. Tlte nlOrpl1ellle used 10 derive tltis 

causative is I -ii-I. Con s ider the rol lowing table. 

Reciprocal Gloss Causativized Gloss 
verb stems Recp. Verbs 

sumee- 'kiss each other' slim-i!- 'cause La kiss each 
othe r' 

j(~l 'e- '11 i L eac h other' jet. '-ii- 'cause La hiL each 
othe r ' 

t 'u7ee- 'push each t'il? -ii- 'cause to push each 
other' other' 

. .::.,} nee- 'love each 01 her' Still -il- 'cause Lu love eac h 
other' 

c 'iine- 'see cr.lch of her' c'iill -fj - 'en usC' III S(T cnch 
other' 

l:legee- 'he lp each deW"-II- 'cause 10 help each 
otlter' other' 

Tahle - 15 Causativizecl I<cciprocal Verbs 

Th e following example also illustrates eausa tivization of such verbs. 

14a) tesfd!Ji bl-mdne: -nd lci -n !Jet'l -toe 

Tesfaye 3GI':N-brolher-rl .-ACC hit -rFV -3SG.M 

"!'esfaye hits his brothel's' 
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14b) tesfayi bi-rnane: -neila-II ye l.'-ii+e 

Tesfaye 3GI<;N-brother-I'U \CC hit-CI\US o f recp -PI'V-3SG.M 

'Tesfaye made his brothc rs hit each other' 

In sentence (14b), the verb yet'-ii- 'cau se to hit each other' is causativized 

as In s impl e intrans itive vCl"b by tai<ill g s uffix / - ii - /cVCll if the rec iprocal 

verb is tra n s it ive. The second diffe re nce between the causative of 

tr,lnsitive verb a nci reciproca l as shown in (14b) is that, th e patient NP bi­

rncUlee-na?6 'his brothers' which has a gra mmatical fun c tion of object in 

senten ce (14a) gets the role of both causee anci patient s ince they 

participate in both action. The won.! formation rule f,m n ulatccI for such 

cIcl-iveci verbs is: I[x-I + -ii -I -t Ix-Ieaus ofRccp.v 

2 .2.1.2 Reciprocal Verb 

I~cciprocal verb refers to a ve rb that shows the action done between two 

persons or groups . In Kafi Noonoo rec ip rocal verb is de ri veci from normal 

verb stem by a ttaching suffix / -13- -1313-/. While it is formed the theme 

vowel dissimilar with / e/ is cIeleted. Con s ider the foll owing examples in 

the table below. 

.-~-. ---- - -- ~,- -
Verb stem Gloss Reciprocal verb Gloss 

a. surni- 'kiss' surn-ee- 'kiss each other' 

b. Jet'i- 'h it' j et'-e- 'hit each othe r' 

c. t'uk'i- 'push' t'L'lr-ee- 'push each other' 

d. suni- 'love' slUl-ee- 'love eac h other' 

e. c'i:ni- 'see ' c'i:n-e- 'see eac h other' 

f dege- 'help' clege-e- 'help each other' 

Table - 16 I<eeiprocal Ve rbs 
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Thi s table shows that s uffix / -e- -ee-/ is a reciprocal verb marker. When 

it is derived the ('nd vowc l of tilt' s tl: 1Il of th e verb whi c h is nol simi lar 

with the su ffix is deleted. In con trasl to lhis, Tila hun (2009, p. 53) states 

as / -eeb/ is a reciprocal verb ma rkc r. Th e fo ll owing eXillnplcs illustrate 

the derivation of this verb. 

i ;' ;1) ginnayi abaraasi-11 sl:lI1lli-/1-e 

GirmCl Aberash -i\CC iovc -IM t'V:JSG.M 

'G irm a loves Aberash' 

1 :'i b) girmayi-l1a aba'raas i-l1Q. Sim-ee- /i -ee /e 

Girma- and Abc rash -uncl lovc -I<ICCI'-IMI'V -:JPL 

'Girma and Aberash love eac h othe r' 

Based on this fac t il is poss ibl e to formul ate th e followin g word formation 

rule: 

IIX-]vs +-e / -eel -> IX-]Rccp.V 

2.2.1.3 Passive Verbs 

In I<afi Noonoo passive verb is fmmed fm m active verb slc m by attaching 

IllOlpheme / -e-/. The followin g exam pi es s how the deri va tion of such 

verbs. 
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------- ----
Verb Stems Gloss Passivized verbs Gloss 

a. /ceme- buy /ceme-e- 'be bought' 

/J.II/.aci- wash IIl.a (;-e- 'be washed' 

c. 5tl: ne- wark -su:ne -e- 'be work' 

d.tahe- wear ta he -e- 'be worn' 

e. cli:ri- bless d i: r -e- 'be blessed' 

f uppi- curse 11pp-e- 'be cursed' 

y . haggi- build hak/c-e- 'be built ' 

h. /c6Ci- sew /coc-e- 'be sewed' 

i.1 'cilli- clean I 'eill -e- 'be cleaned' 

j.ktilt'i- cut /cl.ic-e- 'be cut' 

k..sriaggi- carry sda/c/c-e- 'be carri ed' 

I. kdd- ("; III ke"iI" (' 'he ea lh ·<!' 

III. lc'eCi- open /c'ec-e- 'be opened' 
- -- ---- -_._-

Table - 17 Passive Verbs 

The above table shows that while this morpheme attached to the stem, 

the theme vowel wh ich is not similLlI· with the passivi ze morpheme is 

deleted to avoid impermissible sequences of vowels. In addition to this, 

when sound /t'/ ~1I1d /g/ occur at the middle o f th e base, they are 

cil:J nged to /e/ and/k/. 8ven though Tolemariam's (p.l J5) investigation 

also shows as morpheme / -e-/ is passive marker, difrcrently Tilahun 

(p. 5 l) identifies/ -eLi/. 

Th e de r ivation o f these verbs may follow the following rul e: 

[ [x-Ivs + -e-I -->Ix -I pass. v 
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111 co ntrast to ca usa ti vizatio n , I'assivizalio n rcsults in the reduction of 

argu ments of the verb. It me:1l1S a v,.,.il lV ith C1 'y ' num lll.,. of al·gulllents 

changcs to one with 'y- l' argumen ts beca u se o f the pass ive morph c me 

(Il irut, 1993, p. 42). Conside r th e foll ow ing examples: 

16a) taddes i lea: mdo Icen/e-t-e 

Taddese car buy - 1't I V·3SG. M 

Tuddes e bought u ca r ' 

1 fi b) /ca:me:i6 /ceme-e -I-e 

car buy -Pi\SS -I'I'V-:1SG. M 

'A ca r was bought' 

I fic ) /ca:me:i6 taddesi-na kemp- P - 1 - P 

car Taddese-INST buy-I'i\SS-I'I'V-3SG.M 

'A car was bought by Taddese' 

In sentence (1 6b), /ca:me:io 'em' IV hich is th e direc t obj ect o f the sentence 

(] fia ) becomes the subject; an d thc subject of the se nten ce (a) i. e . 

Tmldese, is missed. Icrom sC /Il :lnt ic point o J· v iew the subj ect of sentence 

(I fi b) is pa tient that receives the nction. Thc a gcnt of the ac tive senten ce 

'J'udclese in (16a) ca n occ ur optionu lly us :In obliquc ol ljec t by takin g 

/n o l·pheme / - n ~l / as indicated in sc ntence (16c). 

While passive verb fo rmed, th e subject of active sc nten ce is I-emoved a nd 

the object is moved to s ubj cc t pos itio n . Thi s is th e property of 

pass ivization as pointed out in Perlmu tte r a nd Pos tal (1977), Keena n 

(1()75), quoted by Hirut (J 993) from Va n Valin (1 980, p. 3 16) a s fo llows. 
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... the LJu~ie fUllcLi on o f the passive is d irect object -to-subject 

promotion, with demo Lion of the initial s u bject as a 

con sequ e nce of direct object promotio n .' .subject ciemotion 

(uel.or sLlflPI'cssion) is the basic fUli c tioll of the p;r ss ive , with 

direct object promotion being a n op tional feature: both of 

these positions take Passivization to have two aspects , 

s ubject demotion a nd direct object promotion. 

It is possib le to indicu tc t hc chan ges h;rppen whe n a n aClive verb IS 

c hanged to passive as fo llows: 

(SUBJ) -> 0joblique Agent 

(OBJ) -> (SUBJ) 

This structure s hows that passivization cha nges th e subject of a 

se n te nce in to optiona l obliqu e agent a nd ils object in to su bject. 

2.3 Adjectivization 

Adjectivization is the process of deriving adjective fro m a ny lexical 

category . In Ka fi Noonoo adjectives a re de rived from nouns and stative 

verbs. 

2 .3 . 1 Adjectives Derived from Nouns 

One means of deriving adjective in J(afi Noo noo IS adding su ffix j -ej to 

noun s. Consider the followin g exa mple. 
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---- ----
Noun Gloss Derived Adjectives Gloss 

Q, (ico 'water ' c'tc-e 'wate ri s h' 

b, {unijo 'ra in' 6mij-e 'rainy' 

c, clango 'mud' d6ng-e 'muddy' 

d,('CiIeIe'6 'stone' t'Cikk '-e 'stony' 

e, yingo 'wind ' j6ng-e 'windy' 

;: yi:do 'power' yi:d -e 'powerrul' 

g,Ci:1J6 'sun' c;: u-c> 'sunny' 

Table - 18 Adject ives rrom Nouns 

Thi s table s h ows that adjectives arc dCt-ived rrom noun s by adding suffix 

1 -61 to nouns, When this morpheme is added to the nou n s, the final 

vowel is deleted, Tilahun (2009 , p, 54) a lso identiri es th e same 

l1lot-pheme, Th e ro ll owin g examples ill u stra te thi s , 

17a) are: t'ale'Ie'6 awre-h-clI1 

she stone throw-I MPV -3SG.F 

'She throws a sto ne' 

17b) are: t 'ale'Ie'e !cUa: miLo -6 be. -hoe 

she s tony area - LOC live-IMPV-3SG.M 

'She lives in sto ny a rea' 

Th e above examples show that , t'ale 'Ie '6 'sto ne' whi ch sta ncl s as a noun in 

sentence (17a ) is changed to adjective t'alc'Ie'e 'stony' while suffix 1 -el is 

all ached to it as in sentence (17b), In (17b), t'alc 'Ie'e 'stony' modi fies a 

noun, Ieita: mito: 'a rea', 
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2.3.2 Adjectives Derived from Stative verbs 

In [(afi Noonoo adjectives a re also de rived from sla live verbs by 

su lTixation of /-6- -0--66/. Consider Lhe fo llowin g table. 

Stative Gloss Derived Gloss 
verb stems Adjectives 

a. c'e:lle- 'become red' c'e:// -6 'red' 

b. ci: ngi- 'become fat' a:ng-6: 'fat' 

c. /r '6.bini- 'become short' li:'6.bin-o 'short' 

d . gfmdJe- 'become long' gendj-o: 'long' 

e. niri- 'become raw' nir-6 'raw' 

f hilini- 'become near' k6.tin. -0 'near' 

(l . lUo lci- 'beco me far' l/!oh -Ii 'far' 

h.kiLpp'e 'become strong' leupp '-6 'strong' 

i. dalli- 'become thin' dall-a: 'thin' 

Table-19 Adjectives from Stative Verbs 

Tlli s lable shows LhaL while morphcmcs /-6- -6--66/ a1·e added in lhe 

sLul.ive verb stems, the theme vowels o f the stems arc del eted to avoid 

impermissible sequence of vowels in the de rive adjectives. The following 

senlcnces illustrate this. 

18a) Kabddi dall-e-h-e 

Kebede lhin-become- IMI'V-3SG.M 

'Kebede becomes thin' 
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18b) Jccibadi dill/6: u'r6 : -ne 

Kebede thin ma n -be.PRS 

'Kebede is a thin man' 

In sentence (18a) the word dalle- 'become thin' is a stative verb. But, 

whil ::: morpheme 1-66-1 is attached to this ste m, it beco mes a n adjeclive 

dcill6: 'thin' that modifies a nOLln u'r6: 'ma n' as in (18b) . 

Thus, the derivation of adjeclive is category c ha nging s ince it is derived 

from nOLln and stative verb. 

Il is possible to formulate the following WI'R to this process. 

[[X-IN! Stat.V + -el 6- -0--66] -> [XjAdj, 
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CHAPTER THREE 

3 . COMPOUNDING 

COl11po undin g refers to thc process at which "Lwo (more) e lements which 

could potentially be u sed as stems are co mbin ed to form another stem" 

(Buue r, 1983, p.28). In Ka fi Noo noo compound words ca n be formed by 

combining two words. Rega rdin g the classi fi cation, based on 

(H"Llcr, 1983) idea thaL says the norm a l way 0 1' class ify ing compound s is 

by Ille fun ction they play in a sentence as nouns, verbs, adjectives, e tc. 

th ey may be classified in Lo three: co mpound nOLin, adjective a nd 

preposition. 

3 . 1 Compound Nouns 

Compound nou n is a nou n that formcd from two idcntical or different 

lexical categories. In this language suc h compound is formed from the 

co mbination of two different nouns, and noun with adjective or verb . 

3.1.1 Noun + Noun Compounds 

OntO way of formin g compound nouns is combining two different nouns. 

In Kal'i Noonoo these nouns arc common ly used to ca ll diffe rent things 

SLi ch as instruments, p laces, discnse, co nt[lin c rs and aLhe rs . On Lhe 

oLlln hand, it is possible to categorize them in to two: endocentric and 

cx()cc nLric compound s. Thc I'allowing examples illustrate th is. 

a) Endocentric Compounds 

L':ndocentric compound refers to the compound at whic h its meaning is 

ernanated from its parts. Rega rd ing assignment of h ead Bauer (1983), 

sLutes thc following. "Encloce ntric compo und s de note a subclass of item s 

1'cJ'erred to by one of their e leme nts; this element can be treated as the 
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hc:t d of Lhe compound" (. p . :J~ ) . [n [(a fi Noo ll oo s uc h co mpo ulld s a rc Lhc 

Il'l os l com mOil . Th" follo win g [;I hl (' sh ()ws I hi s: 

--- --
Nouns Gloss Compound 

---_. 
Gloss 

Nouns 

l a . Ie'i:c'o 'materia l' leeel Ie'i:c 'o 'utensil' 

I). leet'o 'house ' 

2(1. burc'ile'o 'cup' sd:ye btirc'ik'o tea- cup 

I) . sd:yo 'tea' 

3 a. gu:d6 'rubbish' gti:di hid06 'broom' 

h.hid06 'clea ning' 

4a. t'dk'Ie'o 's tone' Vi: leleo t'd/e'Ie'o 'millstone ' 

b. Vi: leleo 'flour' 

Sa. lea me : /0 'car' leo)o ledrne:lo 'sewing mac hine' 

/;./eo)o 'sewing' 

( )n . Ie'i:c'o 'materia l' bti lee: Ie'i:c'o 'dough conLa iner' 

I). bule6: 'dough' 

7((. sd:ndu.:le'o 'box' birewee (rrl on ey box' 

I) . birew06 'money' sd:ndu:Ie'6 

R(( . le'ond6 'poL' d :c'j le'ond6 'wa ter-pot' 

I). d:c 'o 'water' 

9a. nlh06 'fa ther' leoti Itihoo 's te p-fathe r' 

I). leoso 'injera' 

I (Ju.inde: 'mothe r' leoC! inde: 's te p moth e r' 

ll. leos6 'injera' 

I I u. incie: 'mother' leeel incie: / 'wire' 

/ljenllee /ceeiqennee 

I). Icet '0 'house' 

72 a. k'e1l6 'head' k elli c 'dci6 'headache ' 

b. c'dci6 'hitting' 
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13a. ma:c 'a 's tomach ' mn:c'e so: c'a 's tomachac hc' 

b. sa:c'a 'biting' 

1 ·~l a . s imeta: 'waist' s imete leilt 'a 'back pa in ' 

b. leut'a 'cutt in g' 
• 

11) (1. ke l'i) 'hou se' 'school' 

b.dajaa 'learning' 

I ()a. balelea: 'fie ld' Kaj e bcilcka 'ba ttle fi c ld' 

b. leaja 'fighting' 

17a. leet'a 'house' gibina leel 'a 'mosque/church' 

I). gibina 'belicf' 

) 8a. leet'a 'house' Trlddje feel '6 'rcslaul'Hllt' 

I). Inaaya 'food' 
----- ---.--. . - ------_ .. _--- - --- ---

Table-20 Compound Noun s fro m Two Differe n l Nouns 

Thi s table shows that diffe rent types of compound n oun s formed from 

th e combina tion of two n oun s . The com pounds represc nted by number 

1-" Llrc instrumental compounds. Th cy a re fo rmed by combining two 

no u ns the second members of whic h a rc instrumenta l fo r the realization 

of I he thing designated by th c first mc mbe r::; . In the fo rmation of th ese 

co rnpounds, the first word fin a l vowel /-0(0) / is changed to I- if or/-e/. 

Tltnc is also ch a ngc of sound / t '/ to / e/ wh e n it appea rs at root fin a l of 

the ba se. It is difficult to state the rea son for ch a nge. 

The compounds [rom number 6-8 a re locative compound nouns . They 

call ed locative since the firs t noun re fe rring to a thing conl<lincd a nd thc 

scco nd referring to a container. 

Tlt e co mpounds represented by numbc r 9-11 a re the co mpound noun 

fun ction a s kinship term. Th ey are fo rmed by combi n in g nihaa/ inde: 
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'fatiler/mother' with other noun. Wh ile this compound is fo rmed, the last 

1'1\ \' c' l o f the I'irst IllcmiJcr ofth cc'OIllPOUl ld /ll/ ischungeci Lo / i/. 

The compound nouns represented by number 12- 14 re fer to the name of 

di sease. They are formed by combining names of certa in parts of body 

wi L! l other nouns. 

'I'll(' compound nouns from 15- 18 rde r to the location s in which different 

activ ities take p lace. For insta nce daye ket'a 'school' re fe rs to the location 

at. which the teaching learning ac tivi ties takes place. 

In t.he above compound nouns, the head is found in the right ha nd . For 

in sta nce, in the compound noun kaye bdkk6: 'battle fie ld' and kaCl indee 

'sl ep ·mother', the heads are ba /c/c6: 'fi e ld' a nd lndee 'mothe r' respective ly 

since they hold the basic mean ing of the whole compound. Regarding the 

perco la tion , based on the semantic crite rion that says "the notion head is 

crucia l in ch aracterizing the semantics of the compounds" (Selkirk, i 982, 

p. ' )2), the fea ture of the whole component pe rcolates fro m the second 

mcmber. 

Bu scd on the facts discussed so fa r, it IS possible to formulate the 

foll owing rule for compound nouns: 

bl Exocentric Compounds 

IL rci'c rs to a compound that is fo rmed fro m two nouns whose meaning is 

dilTcrcnt from the meanin g of p<l rts (B ':lLlc r, 1983, p. 35) . In Ka fi Noonoo 

s Li c h type of compound noun is rare. Consider the followin g example. 

I . t'd/c'/c'e /c'e1l6 'someone who doesn't accept advise' 

~\. /c'e1l6 'head' 

b. t'd/c'/c'6 'stone' 
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11 \ Ihis example the first word t'dle'Ie'o 'stone' refers to a non-animate 

Lh il\g and the second member Ie'ello 'hcad' rders to one part of body. 

Tl lt : il' combination gives a compound nOLln which has different meaning 

fn >11'1 the par ts. He nce, it IS statcd as non -hea d compound 

(Lll oomfield, 1935). 

3.1.2 Adjective + Noun Compounds 

C()lIlpound noun s are formed from the combination of adjective and 

111 ".1 1. However, iL is not productive as the previous one. In this 

corn pound the head is a noun that is found on the right s ide since it 

e;I1'1'ics the basic meaning and determines the category type. Consider 

LIl,' roi:owing examples. 

1. 1 nisa: sanbdto: 

a. 1)I1So.: (ad)) 

b . . ~anbdta: (n) 

2. 1;: 'Ji sdnbdta: 

". <J .y6(ad)) 

iJ. ,:;(mbata: (n) 

3. Ilac'c'e asa 

,I. (/cie'e'o: (ad)) 

1>. (15a(n) 

4. (I: I'i mi't' 0 

;\. (I: 10 

" III i ('6 

5. Ic 'anna leiso 

el, Ic 'anna: 

b , lelsa 

'satu rday' 

'small' 

'weekend' 

'sunday' 

'big ' 

'weekend' 

'white man/ forei gner' 

'white' 

'man' 

'a kind of tree' 

'black' 

'tree' 

'right h and' 

'righL' 

'hand' 
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6 . j6:6e lelsa 'le ft hand' 

<I, .10:60: 'left' 

b, lelso 'hand' 

These exam ples show that, when the la s t vowel of the non -head word IS 

101, it becomes Ii or e or a/ · 

"01' such compou nd, it can be possible to formula te the following rule : 

IXAdj + XNI - , IX I N 

3,1.3 Verb + Noun Compounds 

COlnpound noun is a lso formed from the co mbin ation of verb a nd 

ng"1 1Live noun. In th e process of suc h compound ing, if the theme vowel of 

lhe verb is / i f it is lengthened or c ha nged to / ej. But, if it is / e/ it 

rcmains as it is . Consider the following examples. 

1. gi)(;i: k'eyeco 'farmer' 

" :',il(;i-(v) 'Li ll' 

b. I<'<':jeco (n) 'someone who a live ' 

2. lIILlt't'e giyeco 'guerrilla' 

a. lTlut't'e-(v) 'intrude' 

1>. !,ijl;(;()(l1) 'c n tc rcr' 

3. e '£\:d3d3e k'eyeco 'proletariat' 

h . k 'i;.icb', (n) 'someo ne who alive' 

Till ' possible word formalion rule (W [<, l~) for these compound nouns is 

I Xv + XN] -, [X]N 
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3.2 Compound Adjectives 

In I" d'i Noonoo co mpound ncljee Live is formed from til e co mbina tion of 

two d ifferent adjectives, n oun a nd adject ive or from a n adjective a nd 

noun. We wi ll see these as follow. 

3 .2.1 Noun + Adjective Compounds 

COll1pou nd adjectives are form ed by combin ing noun with adjective. They 

arc e ither endocen t ric or exocentric. 

a. Endocentric Compound Adjectives 

Th('se compounds have a n adject iva l head representin g the basic 

m(';!n in g an d catego rica l feal ures of Ih e compou nd s. Loo k the followi ng 

eX'trnples. 

1. /lI.allet gonc/o 'colorless/ u gly' 

u. lIull/eta (11) 'color' 

b. !Jonda 'u se less' 

2. II/a:c' ['allo: 'clea n - hearted' 

. " () u. lILa:c 0 n 'stomac h' 

b. I 'alla. (ad)) 'clean' 

'blind' 

a. {t.fo (n) 'eye' 

b. d6:go/ya:m6 (ad)) 'blind' 

4. Ui:d be:t6 'strong' 

a. !Jf:da (n) 'power' 

b. 1;e:t6 (ad)) 'someone who has something' 
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5'l1.ulletbdo 

D. malleto(n) 

b. be:to (adj) 

'good looking' 

'color' 

'someone who has something' 

A", stated above, the head of this compound is an adjec tive . Thus , its 

adjectival feature percolates from the h ead to whole compound. 

Th e other type of compound adjective is exocentric; but, it IS less 

productive. The followings are some of the examples. 

6. (4 leupp '0 

,\. afo (11) 

b leupp'o (adj) 

7 . Inulli leupp'o 

<I . mullo 

LJ . Icupp'o 

'shameless' 

'eye' 

'strong' 

'cruel' 

'heart' 

'strong' 

These examples show that the meanings of the compound s are different 

[rom their parts. The possible word form ation rule for such compounds 

IS: [XN + XAdJ I - > [X]AdJ 

3.2.2 Adjective + Noun Compounds 

Compound adjective is formed from th e combination of an adjective and 

a noun. In this case, the last vowel of the first member becomes / i or e/. 

Consider the following examples. 

'milky-w hite' 

a. nac 'c'6: 'white' 

'milk' 
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'2. cUi si:l'('o 

U. (l :f6 

h. Si: t't'o 

'charcoa 1-black ' 

'blac k ' 

'cha rcoa l' 

These examples show that t he second members ' n ou n s qualify th e 

adjectives by s howin g their degree , Based on hea ded ness c riteria since 

th e first members play the main role, th ey s ho uld be the head, Since this 

ickn opposes the a bove gene ra li za tion tha t says th e h ead o f compound 

wo rd s of Ka ri Noonoo is found on th e right hand, it is taken a s an 

cxccption for the language , In order to save such problems Scalise 

(llJH4, p . 93) su ggests tha t "the formatives whi ch arc not s ubj ect to 

ge neralizations are s tored direc Lly in the di c tionary." 

The word fo rma tion rule formul ated for such compound s is: 

[ XAdj + XN I - , [ X IAdj 

3.2.3 Adjective + Adjective Compounds 

Com pound a djec tive is al so formed from th e combin a tion of two 

;"lj,·C l.i ves . In th is pl"Oeess th e fir !; t mem be r adjective qu a lifies the second 

in terms of degree . The followin g are examples. 

1. t'alle nac'e'o: 'pure- wh ite' 

Cl. nac'c J6: 'white ' 

h. I 'illle>: 'clean' 

:J . /J 'it ' /. 'c.i:f;c> k6:wci 'prelly- red' 

a. 1c6:wo 'red' 

h, pJfft'a:so 'beauty' 
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While CU lllPUUllLl aJjeclive fu rmed frum th e combin a tion of two 

uci.j cctives, t h e h ead is found on the right h a nd. This is because the firs t 

Illl"lrl bc r ndject ivc in both CCI SC desc rihc th e second m e m bc rs adject ive. 

Th Lls, the a djectival feature he re Rlso pe rcola tes from th e adjec tive in the 

ri gh l. h a nd to th e who le. The las t vowel of th e non -head vowel here a lso 

ch unged to Ie;' 

Th e WFR formulated for th ese co mpou nd s can b e the following: 

[XAdj + XAdj j --> [XjAdj 

3.3 Compound Prepositions 

Compound prepositions are a lso found 1I1 Kari Noonoo. Th ey are formed 

fmlll Ihe combi n a tion of prepos itions and a d verbs. In thi s process sin ce 

the pre pos ition s on the ri gh t h a nd h o lds th e main mea ning of the 

co mpounds, they a re take n as the head . The followi ng examples 

illu strate this. 

1. hini}e danba 

a. hinije (Ad v .) 

h. danbd (Prep.) 

2. hinije des 

u. Itinije(Adv.) 

b. des (Pre p.) 

3. 'i kkebije hac 

a. ()lclcebije (Adv.) 

b. hac (Prep. ) 

'upward ' 

'h e re ' 

'up' 

'down wa rd' 

'down' 

'towards he re ' 

'there' 

'toward' 

For su ch compounds the following WFR can be formulated. 

[ Xp + Xp j -> [Xjp 
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3.4 Different Characteris tics of Kafi Noonoo Compounds 

In this sub sec tion, the pho nological, mo rphologica l, syntac tic a nd 

semantic c haracteri s tics of Kafi Noonoo com pou nd as lex ical item s will 

be discussed. 

3.4.1 Phonological Characteristics 

In the process of Ka fi Noonoo word fo rma Lion the phonological process 

mos tly seen is c ha n ge o f the fina l vowel of the firs t mcm bers of the 

cOll lpo und s , i. e . 1(0)01 to I or e/. The second one is change of 

COllSOllnnts lsi an d IL'I to I e/. It is diffi cult to ide n Lify Lhc reason . It 

may relate with the his torical backgrou nd of the langu age. Consider the 

follow in g exa mples. 

1. /Ju lee: /c'i:c'o 'dough conLai ner' 

a. bille6: 'dough' 

b. Ic'i:c'o 'cotainer ' 

2 . birew e sa:ndil:Ie '6 'money box' 

a. birew6: 'money' 

h. sa:nd il :/c'6 'box ' 

3. doje ket'6 'school' 

a. doj 6: 'lea rning ' 

b. lee t '6 'house' 

In the above exa mples the last vowel o f the first mem bers of the 

cornpounds ' - birew 6: 'm oney ', bille6: 'do ugh', a nd doy6: 'learning' is 

changed to lee/. 
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Th" foll owi ng examples s how w hen the la:;t vowel 1(0)01 IS cha n ged to 

I i f. 

1. (i:c'i !c'6nd6: 'water-pot' 

a. a:c'6 \-vater' 

h . ,,"'6Ild6: 'pot' 

'slep-father' 

u. !coso 'injera' 

b. nih6: 'fath er' 

'h ead ae ll e' 

C1. /c'e1l6 'head' 

b. c'ed6 'biting' 

Th e other phonological proee:;s is change o f con son a nts ' It' a nd sl to lei 

" 'h ilc Ih ey appear cll Ihe middle or encl o f Ihe first word of Ihe compou nd. 

The following examples illustrate this concept. 

1. lceCi lc'i:c'o 'ute nsil' 

". /(et'6 'house' 

h. !c'i:c'o 'materin l' 

2. !coCi indee 'step-mather' 

,I. krisri 'injera' 

h. in r.iee 'mother' 

II ()wever, when lhese so und s appea r "I the beginning o f th e rirs t word or 

at ,my place of the head, they are not c h a n ged. Consider the following 

eX'.l mples. 
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I .. '; imete Icc/t'o 'back pain' 

a. slmeto: 'waist' 

b. Icc/t'o 'cutting' 

2. III.aje Icet'o 'restau ran t' 

a. maja 'rood' 

b. Icel 'a 'house' 

While compou nd adjective formed rrom the co mbinati on of noun and 

adjective the phonological process mostly observed is deletion of the last 

vowel of the noun . Compare the followin g examples with th e a bove . 

I . Inallet gondo 

a. malleto 

b. gando 

2. mci:c t'allo: 

a. ma:ca 

b. l'dllo: 

3. a:f do:ga 

a. a:fo 

b. do:ga 

'ugly' 

'colour' 

'u seless/bad' 

'clean-hearted ' 

's tomac h' 

'clean ' 

'bl ind' 

'eye' 

'someone wh o h asn't something' 

3.4.2 Morphological Characteristics 

One of the morphological characteristics of compound words stated by 

Dixon & Aikhenvald (2004) is, "lhe rirs t e lement of a compound cannot 

be rurther inflected or modified; the compound belongs to the same word 

clas~ as its fin a l m ember" (p. 26). 
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In I<afi Noonoo it is imposs ible to attach inOectional clements to each 

W()I'd or t.he co mpound since th e constitucnt is not treated independently. 

It is rather the whole constituent is treated as a s ingle lexical item. 

Therefore, it is impossible to attach the plural marke r / -na76/ at the 

middle of the compound words but at the end. Conside r the following 

examples: 

I. lIul.je leet'6 

a. ma:j6 

b. leet'6 

* ma:jend,6 leet'6 

III(l:je leel'ind16 

2 . 1e6je: bakk6: 

a. lcoj6 

b. bdkk6: 

ko!}e: bakkend16 

3. /CDC! nih6: 

a. koso 

I, lIih()ri 

'k kricinar6 niho6 

IcdC! nihenar6 

'restaurant' 

'food' 

'house' 

'res ta urants ' 

'res ta urants' 

'ba ttle field' 

'fighting' 

'field ' 

'butlfe field s ' 

'battle fields' 

'step-father' 

'injera' 

'fa ther' 

'step-father s ' 

'step-fathe rs ' 

These examples show that the structure of th e language docs not a llow 

Ill<' int.e rvention 01' the constituents with the plural marker morpheme 

/ - 11::l'l6j. I<ath er the whole compound takes this inOectional morph eme at 

the end . 
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The other morph ologica l characteris tic fou nd in th e la n gu age is 

formation of co mpound worcis I'rom s imp le and derived fo rms . Look at 

Ill<' lilIlowing exa m ples. 

4 . The compound formed from s imple word s . 

a) m6.:j e Icel '6 

b) 6.:f d6:g6 

c) !,(ia ilLde: 

d) (i.·[ md:d6 

'resta ura n t ' 

'blind' 

'step-mother' 

'bl ack board ' 

5. The compounds formed from s imple a nd de rived form s. 

a) ma:c'e s6.:c'-6 

b) ,,"'ali c'cld -6 

c) simete kut'-6 

'stomach ache' 

'headache' 

'back pa in ' 

The examples in (4a-d) s how that the co mpounds a re fo rmed from two 

s irnplc words, whe reas the examples in(5a-e) are formed from the s imple 

worrl a nd the seconrl member nouns de ri ved from verbs s6.:c'i 'bite', c'ddi­

'hil ' a nd kut'i-'cut' rcspect ive ly . 

3.4.3 Syntactic Characteristics 

Th is characterist ic concerned with checking whelher th e co mpound word 

fun c tion s as one of the lexical categories or not in th e sentence . 

r~cgnrding thi s Aro noff, (1 976, p . 49) states the followin g, "syntactically 

evny new word mus t be a member of some m ajor lexical category, the 

exac t ca tego ry be ing determin ed by the WFR which produces the word 

" ." Accordingly Ka fi Noonoo compounds belong to one of th e major 

ca tegori es. Consid er the followin g sentences . 

67 



19a) (ira: ('a ile nae'e'a k'61'era: -n /(eme-I-e 

he pure-white pa int -ACC buy-prV-3SG.M 

'He bought pure -while pa inl' 

19b) 6r6: bi-le6Ci nih66 - n simni-y -e 

he 3G8N-step fa ther-ACC love -IMPV-3SG.M 

'He loves his s tep-fa ther' 

1ge) d6ye leet'6 d6:ye t'cer6: -ne 

learn h ouse learn place - be .PRs 

'A school is a p lace to lea rn' 

Thc compound words in the a bove sentences indicate as they fun ction as 

one of a major lexical catego ry. For in stance, t'alle nae'c'6 'pure-white' in 

se ntence (19a) is employed as a n adjective that m odifies the noun 

/, ', ;[ '('ro: 'paint'. Compound noun !caei nih66 'ste p-father' a nd d6ye !cet'6 

'school ' in sen tencc (19b a nd c) is categorized under noun s ince th ey ta ke 

thc position of object and subject in eaeh sente nce respec tively_ 

3.4.4 Semantic Characteristics 

Semantically a ll forms of compounds refer to a s ingle unit wheth er their 

mC;l1l in g is originated from th e constituent parts o r not. Por instance, the 

1lJ('<lning of the compo unds like nac'c'e ejj6 'm ilky-whi te ', 66'i rnadd66 

'black board' a nd le6Ci nih66 'step-father' emanates from the 

cO llsl.ilucn ts. In contrary to thi s, the meaning o f exocentric compound 

oilt; lin s out of the constituent parts. For example the m eani ng of t'ale'Ie'e 

k.'eIl6 'one who does not advised or rude ' not relate with the cons titUent 

pa r ts . Even if it is so , both of th em refer a s ingle unit. Hence, meaning is 

the main means of ide ntify ing co mpou nd s as lexical category even, in 

(";IS(' of d ifficulty in irientifying whether the combination of constitu ents 

LlI'(' lexica l or phra sa l, s ince th e meaning obta in ed from the combinations 
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111 case of lexica l a nd phrasal is diffe ren t. Compare the following 

com pound with their correspondi ng free syntac tic combina tion. 

Syntactic phrases 

I a:'j mit'o 

a) 8.:'0 

b) mit'o 
) ." .. .. . " nuc c c aSQ 

) 
. , ,. 

' I nacco 

Il) aso 

'a black tree ' 

'bl ack' 

'tree' 

'a ny white ma n' 

'white ' 

'man' 

Lexical Compound 

1 a:'j mit'o 

a) 8.:'6 

b) mi t'6 

2 . nac'c 'c aso 

a) nac 'c'6 

b) aso 

'a type of tree ' 

'black' 

'tree' 

'fore igner ' 

'white ' 

'man' 

T' lllle -2 1 Comparison betwee n syntactic phrase a nd lexical compound 

The above examples show that when the consecutive words a re treated 

a s syntac tic phrase or lexical compou nd their mea ning is entirely 

cl ilTcren l. Their diffe rence is expla ined as follow. While the compositional 

",(In I a:'{ mit '6 t reuts us syntacLic phrase it refers to any bl ac k tree but, in 

C;lse of lexica l com pou nd it rcfers to only one type of tree tha t is called by 

Ih is na me. In the same way the phrase nae'c'e alia refers to a person who 

resembles a white man rath er tha n referri ng only foreigner in the 

co mpound noun. 

3.5 Summary 

Bused on the facts seen so fa r, it is poss ible to say a compound has a 

meaning that is different or more than the sum-total meaning of the 

;;o lTesponding syntactic combina tions. 

Las tly, the permissible and impermissible possibility and ge neral rule for 

forming compound words of Kafi Noonoo is shown as follow. 
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-
N V Adj l' ITp 

N + + 

v + +Permissible 

Adj + + -Impermissible 

Adv. + 

Chart - 1 Permissible or impermi ssible combination of lexi ca l categories. 

Til is eharL shows that noun and adjecLive playa greaL role than other 

lexica l caLegories in forming compound words of Kafi Noolloo. That is the 

rc;\son for getting more pe rmissible poss ibi lity th a n others. The general 

wo rd formation rule proposed for this language is the foll ow ing. 

I. fNJ+ fN] 

['V lv 
- N 

2·t:J r:J - N 

1. ]+ Prep] + [+Adv.] __ Prep 

4. ]+NJ + [+NJ - Adv 
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CHAPTER FOUR 

4. REDUPILICATION 

1 ~"duplicaLion is u morphologi ca l word fo rmaLion process in which some 

porLion of the word is doubled, If an entire word or stem is reduplicated , 

il is loLa l rcd uplicaLion , but if on ly u part is reduplieuled , it is pa rtial 

reduplication (Inkelas, 2006, p, 415), 

Til e types of reduplication appears in la nguages vary fro m la ngu age to 

I<lll guage, In some languages both ty pes a rc found; in othe rs on ly one of 

the two (Mara vesi k, 1978), As fa r as I in vest igate, in I<a fi Noonoo on ly 

complete reduplication is found, But, it is not producti ve as others word 

formal ion processes, The words der ived in thi s process ;m.! u sed to form 

ve lb lh a t shows the frequency of the action a nd adverbi al nouns, 

As stated a bove the frequenta tive verb is form ed by red uplicating the root 

of u ve rb as below, 

.- --_ .. 
Verb bases Gloss 

a, saf- 'touch' 

b,('6:b- 'hit' 

Reduplicated 
verbs 

sa/safe-

('6 ,'bt'6 :b l-

Gloss 

'touch 
repeatedly' 
'h it repeatedly' ---,._-_. --- --- - ------- --=---

Tahl e -22 Ji'req uenlaLive verbs fro m ve rb l ooLs 

This table shows that the frequentative ve rb is formed from a verb root 

by reduplicating the root without adding or reducing any segment. It is 

suid complete s ince the whole roo t of the word is reduplicated , 

Look at the foll owing examples, 

, . 
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20H) k'oc 'c 'i/i bi-mano: -1/ saje-h-e 

1('O( 'hit (;I;;N -bro l her-ACe touc h-IMI'V-3SG.M 

'Kochit touches hi s brother' 

20b) /c'oc'c 'iti bi-mano: -/1 safsafe -h -e 

J<'och il GEN -brothc r-ACC tou ch re pea tedly IMPV-3SG.M 

'Koe hit Lo ue hes hi s b rot her repe Ll lcd ly ' 

T:1cse examples in dicate that, while frequentative verb is formed (20b) , it 

ciocs not ch a nge any s t ructure un less showing the repet ition of the 

Llc tion, i.e. semantic .The rule formulated for such process can be: 

[XIVB + X IVl3j ---> [xlv. Intens ive 

III I(<.lfi Noonoo adve rbia l nouns a rc a lso formed by root reduplication 

from noun. Look at the fo llowin g table. 

-- ------ - -
Noun Gloss Reduplicated Nouns Gloss 

a. t'unto 'evening' t'um t'um 'every even ing' 

lJ. rln?dd6: 'day' c'iredd-i aredd-a 'every day ' 

c.lIla:dd6 'morning' ma:dd-i ma:dd6 'every morning' 

c/o !c'a:wo 'autumn' k'a:w-i lc'a:w6 'every a utumn' 

e.jil.j6 'summer' jo.j-i j o.j6 'every summer ' 

Table- 23 Advcrbial Nouns from Nouns 

This taiJ le s hows Llwt, wh ile adveriJia l no un s a re lormcd by red uplication 

process from nouns, the phonologica l p rocess takes pl ace is de letion of 

the last vowel. In addition to this change o f th e last vowe l o f the noun to 

I ii ill Ille first mcrnbcr of reduplicated nou n a nd in to / a/ in the second 

member respectively is also observed . But som etimes it is cha nged to I ii 
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only in lhe first member as 1Il examples (b, c, and d) . Th e followin g 

sl:nlencl:s illu slrall: lhis. 

21 a) ar6: mei:dd6-na wei: -h-e 

he mornlllg-m come-IMPV-3M 

'He comes in the morning' 

2 J b) ar6: mei:ddi mei:dd6 marka:t6-c heimmi<y>e 

he morning morning Merkato-ALL go <EPN>3M 

'He goes to Merkato every morning' 

Based on this fact it can be possible to formulate the following word 

forma t ion ru le for adverbial noun. 

[[X]N +[X]N] -t {xl Adverbial Noun 
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CHAPTER FIVE 

5. WORD FORMATION BY CHANGING THE TONE PATTERN 

According to Taddese (2001) Ka fi Noonoo has ri s ing and fa lling contour 

Lones in addition to the two basic tones : H a nd L. He s ta tes that tone 

paLtern difference in a word brings m eaning diffe rence . This shows that 

lo ne pa ttern is another word formation process in the la n guage. Consider 

lil(' following examples la ke n from (Taddese, 200 1, p. 34 ). 

I. Nominals Formed from Other Nouns 

E:xamples: 

1 a) ka.fo 'ripe' 

b) kafo 'soul' 

c) kafo 'farm tool' 

2a) ma:c'o 'abdomen' 

b) macic'o 'stripe' 

II. Nominals Formed from Verbs 

3a) girno 'lo en tel" 

b) g irno 'entran ce' 

4a) gojo 'to farm' 

b) gojo 'farm' 

74 



~ia) /c'inno 

b) /c'emo 

6a) il)o 

b) 11)a 

'lo s leep' 

'bed' 

'to drink' 

'a drink' 

III) Verbs Formed from Verbs 

7a) /cemo 

b) lcema 

Ha) hol 'a 

b) hat'a 

'to sell' 

'to buy' 

'to overllow' 

'to look down' 

Thcsc examples show that in Kafi Noonoo it is possible to form nouns 

from other nouns or verbs, and verbs from verbs by only changing their 

lone pattern. But, it is not as productive as deriva tion and compounding. 
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CHAPTER SIX 

CONCLUSIONS 

This thesis h as been concerned with the idenlirication of word formation 

process of Kafi Noonoo. Accordingly, most of Kafi Noonoo words are 

,"II : ""'<1 iJY two 111"Jor wO I'd ,"ormation processes: a lTixat ion a nd 

compounding, and some words by reduplication and by changing tone 

pattern. 

Differcnt ly pes of nominul s: uhstracl, agcnl ivc, inst l'um enta l, action , 

g(']'u l1cii ve, inl'initival and man ncr can be de rived from noun, adjective 

al](1 veru uy s uilixat ion. Among thcse nom ina ls, most lake morpheme 

I -61 when derived . This is re lated with one of the ch a ra cte ristics of the 

la ngu age that most of the riou n s end with vowel 101 . 

In this language, different types of verbs: cau satives, reciprocals and 

pa s s ives are de rived on ly from ve rbs . Causative is derived by a ffixation of 

I-i- or -ii-I , whereas rec iproca l and passive by I-e-I and I-e--ee-I 
respective ly. Passivization results in th e redu ction of argument stru cture 

of ve rbs in opposile to causativization, which increases a rgumen t 

struct.ure. 

Th e other word class formed by a ffixation is Adjective . It is derived from 

nouns a nd s tative verbs by affixation o f I -el a nd 1-6- -6--66/ 
respectively . 

Compo unding IS the seco nd major word formation process in Ka fi 

Noonoo. In this language, compound n ou ns, adjec tives an d pre positions 

can be formed by combining two words wh ich are in the same or different 

word class. The categories included in th is process a re nouns, adject ives, 

verbs, preposition s a nd adverbs. 
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In general compound words of Kafi Noonoo a re divided in to two: 

endocentric and exocentric. In the form er category, the word on the right 

hand determines the types and the meaning of whole compound. 

The third word formation process is reduplica tion. In Kafi Noonoo, it is 

formed by reduplicating the base of verb or noun. Frequentive verb is 

formed by reduplicating verbs whereas adverbial noun by reduplication 

"f Iloun. 

The other word formation process in the language is tone. Different 

categories such as nouns and verbs are formed from other nouns or 

verbs by changing their pitch pattern, But reduplica tion and tone 

alteration a re not as productive as the other two. 

To sum up, while a word is formed in Kafi Noonoo, it shows some 

differences from its basel stem coun terparts phonetically, 

morphologically, syntactically and semantically. The ma in phonological 

p rOCC8S ob8erved is vowel harmony on the last vowel of the words. 

Regarding assignment of, position of the head, s ince in case of derivation, 

the most decisive part of the word (affix) a nd in case of compounding, 

the decisive word in the compound is found in the right s ide, it is 

p08sible to conclude as Kafi Noonoo is head fin a l la nguage. 
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APPENDIX 

List of words 

1) Nouns 

Noun Gloss 

].(i: c:iJ 'wate r' 

2 . a.fD 'eye' 

3. a're'ddv: 'day ' 

4. a's6 'man' 

5 . /Jrilclc6: 'field ' 

6. birew6: 'money' 

7. bl:£1<:/(6: 'gray ha ir ' 

8. bu'rcilc'o 'cup' 

9. bu's6 'child' 

10. cdclri 'hitting' 

11. dang6 'mud ' 

12. cloy6: 'learning' 

]3. ejjo 'milk' 

11 . (Ian'no' 'be li ef' 

J 5. gidi: re 'girl ' 

16. gi:'d() 'power' 

] 7. go'ndv 'bad' 
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]8. gu:do 'd irt ' 

79. gu:no 'slave' 

20. gu':do 'rubbish' 

2]. hard: 'dawn' 

22. indee/ ge'nne: 'mother' 

23. Ic'd:wd 'autumn' 

2 1. !c'ello 'head' 

25. !c'i:c'o 'material' 

26. !c'i:c'c'd 'struggle'(II) 

27. !c'ufd: 'cloud' 

28.Ic'imdo 'pot' 

29. !cd:me:/o 'car' 

JO. hit'a 'house' 

3 7. lcisd 'hanel' 

32. 1e6:to 'lay' 

33. !cu't'o 'cutting' 

34. !coso 'injera' 

35. !cojo 'fighting' 

3G. !cojo 'sewing' 

3 / . mo.:ce 'woman' 

38. md:cd 'stomach' 

39. ma:ddd 'morning' 

40. mo.:jo 'food' 

/1 7. mdllet(5 'color' 
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42. mdne: 'sister' 

43. mdn6: 'brother' 

41 . mit'6 'tree' 

45. nih66 'father ' 

46. nij6: 'desire' 

47. nu:c6: 'friend' 

48. sci:c6 'hunger' 

49. sci:co 'biting' 

50. sa:ndu:k'6 'box' 

51. sa.jo 'tea' 

52. sacewo 'thirsty' 

5J. sa'nbdt6: 'weekend' 

5'1. s1:kk6: 'mucus' 

55. s1:t't'6 'charcoal' 

56. sime'to 'waist' 

57. su':n6: 'work' 

58. se:ro 'smell' 

59. t'dk'k'6 'stone ' 

60. t'ib6: 'relative' 

6.7.1'u'mo' 'evening' 

62. uj6 'drink'(n) 

63. je:llo' 'scandalous' 

64. j1: !c/co 'flour' 

65. jo':)6 'summer' 

GG. elller6: 'happiness' 
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2) Adjectives 

Adjective Gloss 

7. (in'ri 'hl a ck' 

2 . r.i:ng<i: 'fat' 

3 . dc'6 'wise' 

4. bu'sa: 'sma ll' 

5. c'e: ll () 'red' 

6. c 'icu: 'thin ' 

7. ddllu: 'thin ' 

8. d u':r6: 'foolish' 

9. ga.:wb 'fine' 

] O. ge'nd36: 'long' 

1 ]. gi:cle 'powerful ' 

.J 2. Ic'abino' 's h or t ' 

] .1. k'n'nn6: 'righ t' 

1/1. Ie'Lip'6 'stron g' 

] 5 . leafino' 'near ' 

1 7. lee't t6: 'easy' 

1 7. leupp ' 6 'strong' 

18. ndc'c '6: 'white ' 

19. Ill'rd 'raw' 

20. 6:g6 'big' 

2 1. sd(} 'coward ly ' 

22. wei ht5 'fa r ' 
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3. Verbs 

Verb Stem 

l.d:Ci-

2 . a'ri: -

3 . be'Ci-

4. c'i:ni-

6 . cldbbe-

7. dihi-

9. d6jji-

10. dole/ci-

11. du': bbi-

12. d6ji-

13. dege-

14. e'lle-

15. emiri-

16. ga'binni-

17. ge'U-

18. gdCi-

19.9ufi-

20. gu:ri-

2]. geti-

22. ha'ggi-

23. ha'mmi-

Gloss 

'hide' 

'know' 

'grow' 

'see' 

'tie' 

'hunt' 

'fall down' 

'hless' 

'teach' 

'erase' 

'sing' 

'learn' 

'help' 

'listen' 

'happy' 

'sew' 

'talk'(v) 

'till' 

'boil' 

'slaughter' 

'talk'(v) 

'build' 

'go' 
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24. hz'di- 'sweep' 

?C" ... , }. urll - Ig ive' 

26. ippe- 'a silky mood' 

27, lc'eCi- 'open' 

28. Ic'e: lle- 'measure' 

29. Ie 'eji· 's leep' 

30. Ic 'u'c'i- 'scrap' 

31 . Ic'u'ye'- 'keep' 

32. Ica:cci- 'comb' 

33. Ica:ci- 'play ' 

34. Ice'lci- 'call' 

35. Iceme- 'buy' 

36. Icemi- 'sell' 

37. Ico'c'i- 'maintain' 

38. /co'ci- 'pierce ' 

39. Ico'ci- 'sew' 

40. leo': ri- 'write' 

4 1. Ico'le- 's it' 

42. Icu'tt'i- 'cut' 

43. maa- 'eat' 

44. ma':c 'i- 'decide' 

45, maci- 'wash' 

46. na':ggi- 'insult ' 

17 ne:t 'e- 'stand' 

48. sa.:bb i- 'milk' 
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49. sd:ggi-

50. se'lflllle-

57. ,':;lirni-

52. su'ni-

53. s li.:lle-

54. t'd/li-

ss. I '(j(jbi-

5u. t'u'/c'i-

57. ta:hi-

5S.tdhe-

59.liCi-

61. uppi-

62, wa:ye-

63. 1U()ci -

u' i. I/I(WI · 

65. wUl'i-

66, woc'c'i-

67. yel '[­

uR. die; 

6(i . <:(~:l/-e -

70, a:ng-i-

71. /c'dbin-i-

72. genj-e-

73. 6:/c'/c'-i-

74. nir-i-

75. /caUrm-i-

'carry' 

'read' 

'kiss' 

'love' 

'wo rk' 

'clean' 

'hil l beal' 

'push' 

'exha ust' 

'wear' 

'drink' 

'spill' 

'curse ' 

'hear' 

'run ' 

'm elt' 

'kill' 

'run' 

'hit' 

'listen ' 

'become red' 

'become fat' 

'become short' 

'become long' 

'become black' 

'become raw' 

'become near' 
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76. wo/c/c-i-

77./cupp'-e 

78. dall-i-

'become far' 

'become strong' 

'become thin' 

4. Prepositions & Adverbs 

Preposition 

1. ddnbci 

2. des 

3. hdc 

4. dkkcbije heir: 

5 . hirtije ddnbci 

6. hinije de's 

7. o'klee'bije(Ad u.) 

8. himje (Adu.) 

Gloss 

'up' 

'down' 

'toward' 

'loward:; here' 

'upwa rd' 

'down ward' 

'there 

'here' 
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