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NAFNF@D 778727 04 SCMPA”® (Yonas 2012:121):: AHWY® NPT
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2V P100VLeT hAChE Al N LNF@- NG PooRlAT AS 06N
ahaoCht OC LR P40 PYonas a1 2ANT hoTunLOnN CAP
CNT®7 2901 PLavsN1H: NooP'9° hTUNLAN LAT TA0N +hC 0é-PT
P30T 21 Rchd® Hovy A28 PULmed® NooPr ALY TG ool Hoo
AZINET ooy PGS NaoP'r9° hANAS. F6hE T A7ICT PAZICE AN
NAz77 htd TN@ 03 APSAD- AT hHY 7&4 1aN A7ICT° Ao 391
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PAT® T @PFR 70NN ATPOPALT CTHSANTT@® AT NTPA POAANT
Cot-t GA9°7 NMNPT P10 PPLN aoPST@7 SIAWN:: AMHEE ADALT
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TGET ooFlT@ MAZICT ANAL 21000481 Lh A1 hdMen, avdP(
P LaoAN T 1D-::

LUT ool NP1l WEPC Adh P (1958 9.9°) vtovt E9°C L
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PONT T PIE TRET® PALLT NooPST@-F ATELPE (ool Tm- 174
Add P EPT 0T LA CALIT b AooING PULLNLEN.
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Lacan ¢4.A0 (Phallus): «A7T(Desire) A4S 02+PCY1T (Alienation) 670
YANT 70 AL P9Le40C 1

1.6 ¢1T49F 21 N

MY 700 AGA AT PP ADALT  Ctoolm0  ooNdCo?
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htoas A5 G4 nHLLIVT®- hdANRS PLouis Althusser? Michel Foucault
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hS Friedrich Nietzsche a74.0-9° hahé ANS ¢Sigmund Freud A4S Jacques
Lacan Pa's'rl 73'%PF oohhi PJacques Lacan 171G ¢1ooim AVP7E
TNLLEDT £PGN ANDALTEI NTAP T oodlé-doT BLA&N AT 670
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+aoAALT PYE vl PE PP AP ChrT? hooh ot
®L9° nhThNPE helLeTim hé-n 0 IC LR PoLEAGN T
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T09°CFe/Symbolic:- PO@ AE €ATET AIAONT P10+ T TI9°AT
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AA/Other:- h& 7 AS v IC NAFTTE P11 (7% 07L1AM@- FA9°
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2.1 ¢HHOE TGTF P

N+ALE V1T CAass? hb3F 3% R MTF® ALCID 071 Rche®
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21.1 PA%77 TS+ N@- €3¢ /1 XhdP 0N&-PT
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A.h. N11991 G.9°. CALs7 b S0A £LL1F Sidney Monas 401 A dhv&:
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AT LININ:: h195@ heA  Hoo? E9°C  Né-n 791 (self-
consciousness) AG Né-n o4+ (self-awareness) 2LIAMMD- PA%77° 670
Y40 N6NE 21 Advd @0T ATLINC P7LE T TG T FANGRTD N2~
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OU-4Fa@- L7171 TP h”t Rchd IC PA®-7 TANC AARTPA:: PA% 670
VAN NRené Descartes a781EanldG N7A° N195@ heA Hoo? NaYKarl
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YANFTF @7 CACHT 23T f2°0kh WS YLOISTHR 1Vl PRUT MY
AET CAL7 670 YAVT@T 0100VLET ANAR 109 AT8.U-9° PaohT 109
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TRGN: ThFR 00 NGA LU PALA:

T A NG 8L ALCT NATICT LEI° ADAL AL P10i-@ Povlovlfar
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PNT T o' WIS.U9° 010004k 1t AL ATE P40 17 PhATFa-
AL AdeoUP' LY TGT A78%0L LLCIPA::

EPEChN MéE Ner ZATATP P Zdee 204 (2001 9.9°) 0°LA@-
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@0 Fheet erame to- (Nyczi19957374:Halli200412):  NGANGS
@-0T TAP &CH PATD AS N LAT®9° Hood CA%77" vt d- ao(\é A72MA
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2.2.1.1 A''rt NANCS+ Hov?

ng At tmbor® NEANRG ov-f PHoot  ANCST ®LI°  AISIET
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HooG®  CA%s7 b 1737 René Descartes AT NGANESO-
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34



Descartes GANEGS 0T AANCST Hoo? ooOldt PP UAT VDANT
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haNCST Hoor loobmA NF3P® CA% htd GANSS TmPOT WP
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A% I3 F@) A78.0-9° 071 ANS Sigmund Freud AS Jacques Lacan
PYEE ST

h7L Althusser A1£8 he8o.m- PHaoSP A%s7- ntf8 ONFAP oo A%
PLOAD A AQPLT® NA°AR OLI° NHETC  A%rET APTI9°E Né-(v
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TC1H° OLAADS OSNTNE GA° Po.o0M: 97 1EI° AL PLI°T HaoGR ey
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PA@-9°:: né-Or @ NPT A (7% SNPSA:: Mansfield NLacan a71Aé
ArBONPaoMTE “As57 AT kT @' (2000143): PN P40 9GP
®LI° h&3% Né-1 LA 90N N7 °AnT O-0T SM4A::
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AL A% ALCT POLNLT L £7% @ AAHVIS DAO0NT AT “TUNLANT
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£100CEA: (LY ANTFANN aoAlt 2000 POLLAGNT MEeOT NOLA AS
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- IC ALY CH$ETT AT S1AN

Foucault A+ £9° AChSABhA NL0A®- A+LL AT W78 Az NAWI°CI®
NANAY® PULNEF Okt 10 09%A@- 0 PA: h1970 1A QA AS
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ATIMPAN (&% HooSP PAL77- GANES ONTALI® L79° hAL A%IALTT
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Tlboom 1@~ AIS.L9° PT Lacan 0L 1 Rdhw

PP AS Pood'rkT OGR4 ATLOLLH  LPNAN (2008762:
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Lacan %77 oaoOét 091%47 PGhé ANS  FI13%7 ht Acdh® DOC
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YANTFT W&l aoPPL-RLT /1 AdhdP AT WAR TS T IC A TFo-
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NLAT@ IC AL DAL HIAAA: TI3M@9° €747 oo\l £L.L1
P P1TALE Pehd ARG 1L4. 1A0T7F A AdhG TS hoo T AS.PY-
ALCTITFPA: NTGE 84 AL AZeAlmPoo® hLacan PhIE AAIC T735%
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1. Literature is a primary source for understanding identity formation [...]
because of the way in which it reveals the nexus between self-fashioning,

language, cultural identity and social reality (Tony:2007:34).

2. Subjectivity: often used interchangeably with the term “identity,”
subjectivity more accurately denotes our social constructs and
consciousness of identity. We commonly speak of identity as a flat, one-
dimensional concept, but subjectivity is much broader and more
multifaceted; it is social and personal being that exists in negotiation with
broad cultural definitions and our own ideals. We may have numerous
discrete identities, of race, class, gender, sexual orientation, etc., and a
subjectivity that is comprised of all of those facets, as well as our own

imperfect awareness of our selves (Hall :2004:134).

3. [...] our ways of understanding who we are and what we are about.
(Gergen: 1991 preface:10).

4. Subjectivity implies always a degree of thought and self-consciousness
about identity (Hall:2004:3).

5. In the nineteenth century and earlier in the twentieth century, literary
critics used to talk about ‘the person’ and ‘the individual’. In more recent
years, however, there has been a tendency to refer to ‘the human

subject’ or just ‘the subject’ (Bennett and Royle :1995:125).

6. The disillusion that they had about the system seems to have turned,
by some alchemy, into disillusion about themselves, about their perceived
capacity as educated intellectuals. Some despaired on account of their
impotence to do anything, whether for themselves or for the people, the
tax payers who saw them through school all the way to the end. (Yonas:

2012:121).
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7. Ethiopians are very class conscious, and everyone has his clearly
defined place in the social structure and will generally behave and
function in accordance with the role assigned to him.

8. But what then am 1? A thing which thinks. What is a thing which
thinks? It is a thing which doubts, understands, affirms, denies, wills,

refuses, which also imagines and feels (Atkins :2005%8).

9. [...] the individual is a naturally occurring unit, that it is preyed upon
and entrapped by society, and that true freedom and fulfilment can only
be gained by rejecting social pressures, and by giving individuality
uninhibited expression (Mansfield:2000%18).

10. Subjectivity, therefore, is the type of being we become as we fit into
the needs of the larger political imperatives of the capitalist state. It
requires us not only to behave in certain ways, but to be certain types of
people (Mansfield :2000:53).

11. [...] ideology makes our reality in constituting us as subjects. (Bennett
and Royle:2004:173).

12. psychoanalysis is the key school of thought which attempts to explain
the truth of the subject, how our interior life is structured, how it has been
formed, and how it can explain both uniquely individual traits (for example,
nervous habits and sexual tastes) and vastly public ones (for example, the

politics of gender and culture (Mansfield:2000:9).

13. Subjects are not born into an undefined world that they then order
according to their own priorities. The world we enter is already structured
according to cultural traditions and a civil politics laden with significances

and imperatives with which we must deal (Mansfield :2000:31).
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14 [...] there could not be a human subject without language but that the

subject cannot be reduced to language (Sarup:1993:10).
15. [...] the subject is the discourse of the other (2000:43).

16. For lacan there is no separation between self and society. Human
beings become social with the appropriation of language; and it is
language that constitutes us as a subject. Thus we should not
dichotomize the individual and society. Society inhabits each individual
(Sarupi1993:6).

17. [...] subjectivity was simply experience of the world, and the world
was Wwhat subjectivity experiences: therefore the only way to portray
subjectivity was by describing the world (Rée:1995:207).

18. [...] subjectivity is the product of repressive value systems
(Cavallaro:2007:88).

19. It is important to note that Lacan’s approach to literature is not
grounded on the assumption that both literature and psychoanalysis have
similar linguistic foundations, but on the similarity in their exposure of the
truth, which both want to articulate. In this way, both literature and theory
are treated like a text. Literature illustrates the truth in its own fictional
way, whereas psychoanalysis, in turn, works out an epistemological
account of the truth. Lacan’s relevance to literature is based on a
methodology that places artist and an analyst in a symmetrical relation.
However, as Lacan repeatedly admits, literature has always taken the
leading and guiding position. With these brief introductory remarks, let us
now tun to three crucial proactive components of literature
(Azari:2008:62).

20. Writing should not be read literally in a similar way to mathematical
symbols, but in terms of its symbolic function and to what this effect
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refers. Lacan differentiates writing from language, for its specific feature as
writing carries unconscious knowledge within itself, whereas language
attempts to resist and displace this knowledge. Unconscious knowledge
always dwells in the real, for this knowledge doesn’t lend itself to
symbolization (Azari:2008:64).

21. [....] any interpretation of literature must be grounded on a plurality of
voices, because the subject is the subject of the unconscious. In literary
discourse, the subject can say something other than what it is apparently
saying. This is because literature deals with a particular use of language,
a universe filled with galaxies of tropes where each functions as a
separate signifying centre. These centres always refer to somewhere
outside and beyond their linguistic structures. The subject finds his being

in language, a being that is marked by lack (Azarii2008:60-61).

22. Classical psychoanalytic criticism or applied psychoanalysis has
focused on the ‘content’ of literary works and the psychology of the
author or characters. Lacan’s readings focus on the ‘form’ and structure of
texts. For Lacan, literature is exemplary of psychic structures rather than

the content of any individual unconscious. (Homer:2005:121).

23. They are not mental forces like the three agencies in Freud’s
structural model. However, they are primarily concerned with mental
functioning, and together they cover the whole field of psychoanalysis
(Evans:1996:135).

24. The Oedipus complex marks the transition from the imaginary to the
symbolic. Through the intervention of a third term, the Name-of the-Father,
that closed circuit of mutual desire between the mother and child is
broken and a space is created, within which the child can begin to

identify itself as a separate being from the mother. Lacan calls this third
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term the Name-of-the-Father, because it does not have to be the real
father, or even a male figure, but is a symbolic position that the child
perceives to be the location of the object of the mother's desire. It is
also, as we will see, a position of authority and the symbolic law that
intervenes to prohibit the child’s desire (Homer :2005:53).

25. The child is then faced with the choice of accepting his castration
(accepting that he cannot be the mother's phallus) or rejecting it.
(Evans:1996:144).

26. Indeed, the phallus (the symbolic equivalent of the penis and therefore
a metaphor for patriarchal power) ironically holds the promise of complete
power yet is the sign of lack because it is the sign of the Symbolic Order
(Tyson:2007:31).

27. Castration is not the fear that one has already lost, in the case of
girls, or will lose, in the case of boys, one’s penis but rather the symbolic
process of giving up the idea that one can be the phallus for the mother.
The intervention of the father distances the child from the mother and
also places the phallus forever beyond its reach. If the symbolic father is
seen to possess the phallus, then the child can only become a subject
itself in the symbolic order by renouncing the imaginary phallus (Homer:
2005:56).

28. According to Lacan, masculinity involves the posture or pretence of
having the phallus, while femininity involves the masquerade of being the
phallus (Homer:2005:95).

29. Through the Oedipus complex boys recognize the mother's desire and
lack. They then identify her object of desire with the father, assuming that
he has the phallus. In short, the boy shifts from the mother as a lacking
other to the father as possessor of the phallus. Thus, boys pretend to

have the object of desire for the Other (women). This is only ‘pretence’,
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however, because they never possessed the phallus in the first place; the
phallus is always elsewhere. Women, on the other hand, have to undergo
the rather more complex procedure of giving up on the notion of ‘having’
the phallus before they can identify with the mother and thus become the
object of desire for the Other (men) (Homer:2005%99).

30. [...] subject becomes a thing that locates himself and his desire in the
place of the object of the Others desire, through the mediation of
identification (Azarii2008:11).

31. Since desire is not the subject’'s own desire, the subject is unaware
what to desire, for due to repression in the unconscious the subject
remains ignorant of his own desire. The subject, however, knows the
direction of his demand and the object he wants, but remains ignorant of
where his desire is located, and where it functions (Azari:2008:11).

32. The objet a is not, therefore, an object we have lost, because then
we would be able to find it and satisfy our desire. It is rather the
constant sense we have, as subjects that something is lacking or missing
from our lives. We are always searching for fulfilment, for knowledge, for
possessions, for love, and whenever we achieve these goals there is
always something more we desire; we cannot quite pinpoint it but we
know that it is there (Homer:2005:87).

33. Unconscious desire, therefore, emerges in relation to the big Other —
the symbolic order. It is the discourse of the Other, insofar as we are
condemned to speak our desire through the language and desires of
others (Homer:2005:70-71).

34. The subject is not simply determined by structure. To become a
subject, one must take a position in relation to the desire of the Other.

The infant must differentiate itself from the desire of the Other. It is this
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element of choice that allows for the possibility of change, beyond the

inescapable determination of the symbolic (Homer:2005:74).

35. Lacan uses the term to refer to the enjoyment of a sexual object (Ec,
453) and to the pleasures of masturbation (S4, 241), and in 1958 he
makes explicit the sense of jouissance as orgasm (Ec, 727)
((Evans:1996:93).
36. As subjects we are driven by insatiable desires. As we seek to
,realize our desires we will inevitably be disappointed — the satisfaction
we achieve is never quite enough; we always have the sense that there
is something more, something we have missed out on, something more
we could have had. This something more that would satisfy and fulfilus
beyond the meagre pleasure we experience is jouissance. We do not
know what it is but assume that it must be there because we are
constantly dissatisfied (Homer:2005:90).
37. Through the mirror stage the infant imagines that it achieves mastery
over its own body but in a place outside of itself. Alienation, in Lacan, is
precisely this ‘lack of being’ through which the infant's realization (in both
senses of the term: forming a distinct concept in the mind and becoming
real) lies in an-other place. In this sense, the subject is not alienated from
something or from itself but rather alienation is constitutive of the subject
— the subject is alienated in its very being (Homer:2005:%26).
38. A conflict is produced between the infant's fragmented sense of self
and the imaginary autonomy out of which the ego is born. The same
rivalry established between the subject and him/herself is also established
in future relations between the subject and others (Homer:2005:26).
39. The ego is related to consciousness, but it is also in constant tension
with the demands of the unconscious and the imperatives of the superego
(Homer:2005:19).
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40. From the mid-1960s onwards Lacan no longer spoke of these two
moments of alienation but elaborated a single process that designates the
subject's determination by the signifier. From a Lacanian perspective
‘alienation is destiny’ (Soler 1995a: 49) — we cannot escape language
and language inscribes us in a certain position within the symbolic
(Homer:2005:71-72).

41. Separation, therefore, takes place at precisely the point that the
subject can formulate the question: what am | in the Other's desire? and
can thus differentiate itself from the desire of the Other. While the desire
of the Other always exceeds or escapes the subject, there nevertheless
remains something that the subject can recover and thus sustain ‘him or
herself in being, as a being of desire’ (Fink 1995: 61), or a desiring
subject (Homer:2005:73).

42. [...] and the subject becomes a thing that locates himself and his
desire in the place of the object of the Others desire, through the

mediation of identification.
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