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Abbot: - maste r, teach er , a title give to the head of the monastery. 

'Aqqabe Sa al: li terally it mea n s kee per of the time. In the early days it was 

Dabr: 

Gad!: 

Gadam : 

the church d ignitary attached to the cour t, wh o regulated 

the honorarium of court. 

litera lly mean mountain but h ere the noun has the meaning 

of a church higher than a 'Galar'. It is served by priests and 

a lso by monks. 

a GJ'JZ term which li terally mean 'combat'. The equivalent 

Latin terms are "Vita". It re fers to a Mss which conta ins the 

biography and miracles of a saint. 

a separate kind of church served by monks, the celibate 

clergy, higher than a 'Dabr ' in rank. The English term is 

'monastery'. 

Hagiography: Li terature treating the lives a nd legend s of sain ts, 

Maggabe Seluy: a church title for those wh o studied and graduated the 

traditiona l commentary of the Mss of Old Testament. 

Mamher: a church title with a meanll'lg 'teach er instructor'. It 

can be given for church scholar s who mastered at least 

one field of church sc hools. It is a lso given for church 

a dminis trators. 

Year of Creation: a kind of calendar calculation smce creation by the 

EOTC scholars. It is a lso called "year of the world" 

which comprises 5500 (S.C) is less by seven or eight 

years from that of Gregorian's (A .D) 
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Abstract 

This thesis describes, analyzes and study primarily 13 se lected MSS of 

the ancients manuscripts, wh ich a re found in Dabra \-l ayq St. 3stiphanos 

Abuna lyyasus Mo'a, monastery. The historical and philological 

significance of thc manuscripts is investigated in terms of cataloging. 

The cata loguing has been made in order to study the authenticity of the 

MSS, to list out unknown and ancient MSS using the scientific method 

and to give an ext ensive comment on the physical and substantial nature 

MSS. Th e research enclose MSS which a re not previously cataloged by 

others scholars. I t is made through critical and careful id entification by 

the help of observing a lready publi s hed materials , microfilms, observing 

inventory records of the monastery's Q'esa-Gabaz (Treasurer). 

The study is significant for further studies . The pnmary materials the 

researcher uses a re digital photographs of 13 MSS which are found in 

Dabra I;-l ayq . Where as other sources like interviews, In - depth 

investigation of the collections of (Ethiopian manuscripts microfilm 

Library and Hill Monastic Microfilm Library which are catalogues of 

numerous Ethiopian manuscripts available in IES and National Library). 

The research answers questions related to the major importance and 

significance of cataloguing man u scripts with reference to Dabra \-layq St. 

3st;iphanos Abuna Iyyasus Mo'a, monastery. In this regard it is very 

useful to perform professional cataloging in many manuscript collection 

of Ethiopian Church. 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

1. 1. BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY 

1.1.1. THE MONASTERY 

l,-Iayq St. 3s~iphanos Abunii Iyiisus Mo'a Monastery is one of the ancient 

and historical monasteries fond in Ethiopia. It was establis hed du ring 

the reign of Dilna'od in 862 E.C. This outstanding monastery contains 

various MSS: for this reason, it contributes a lot to religious and 

historical researchers both from within and outside of the country. 

The main objeclive of this research work is to find out the simplest way 

on how resea rchers find the parchment MSS from the monastery. In 

add ition such kind of they know the content and availability of the MSS 

in advance. Thi s saves the researchers time, energy and muney. 

Su ch kind of work is a lso helpful because it se rves as a source of idea for 

researchers. The present and future researchers can use the catalogue 

as the beginn ing of their research, especially for the sake of reviewing 

literatures that are related to their work. 

This research work is original because other researchers for many 

reasons did not research the manuscripts in the monastery. One of the 

major reasons is the refusa l of the monks not to a llow people entering 

the monastery and to have access to the manuscripts. This might be 

because they think some of the Mss will be lost. 

In 1980s when one Ms was lost, the house of the m onks of the 

monastery was chec ked. During this time many other Mss were found 
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and they were all return ed to the monastery. These Mss were not 

researched before . That is why the researcher believes that the research 

has its own uniqueness as it includes unknown things. 

Dabra l:Iayq St. 3stiphanos Abuna Iyasus Mo'a, also known Dabra Nagwa 

d:;>ggawd, is a monastery located on the island of La ke Hayq in the old 

Amhara region (Ambassal, Wallo). 

According to thc Acts of Abuna Iyasus Mo'a, two church es were founded 

at this place, known as a wors hiping a rea consecrated to a s nake's cult 

before the coming of the saint. One church , built around the 10ti1 AD by 

A~e Ddlnaod and me tropoli tan Abuna Salama II (also known as Salama 

Za'Azeb 'Salama from south ') was dedicated to God the Father (therefore 

named .~.·f1 t. ?,'?IU"f1,/"C ~dl - Dabra 3gzi'abher Ab). The othe r one, 

founded by "another king" in the 6362ncl year of the c reation of the world 

(862 A.D) and consecrated by the Metropolitan B:;>nyam, was dedicated to 

St. Stephen (.v.·nt: Mlrll.'is (), Dabra ::Istiphanos). Cruelly suggests 

correcting 6362 to 6662 (11 67 AD) in order to restore a cons istent 

chronology; but he himself underlined other chronological errors in the 

same text. The Acts of lyasus Mo'a are vel-y incoheren t as to dating, 

because the ir only objective is to place the foundation of D. II before the 

reign of the Zagwe dynasty. 

The development of D.H began when Abun a Iyasus Mo'a came to th e 

Is land around 1248 ADl, He offered his support to Ydkunno Amlak 

entered in to many pacts with Iyasus Mo'a. The Is land was given 

exclusively to the monks (lay men a nd women were n o longer a llowed 

there) a nd the title of . Aqqabe SUa I was co nferred on the head o f the 
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community. The abbot of 0.1-1. was attended by the Afii 'Aqqabe Saat ', 

'Spokes man of the' Aqqabe Saat ' and the Qesii giibiiz, 'administrator'. 

O.H. became famous for its monastic school, where the youngsters of the 

area had to say a few years to complete their formation. To testify to the 

influence of 0.1-1. the a uthor of the Acts of Abunii Iyiisus Mo'a 

enumerators the most famous pupils of the school and the disciples of 

Abunii Iyiisus Mo'a, Giyorgis of Siigla, Tiiklii Haymanot, Aron of Oiibrii 

Oaret and Hirutii Amlak of Oaga. 

According to the records preserved In Iyiisus Mo'a's Gospel (ms, EMML 

1832), from the region of Y;)kuno Amlak on words, the community of 0.1-1 . 

was richly endowed with lands. Though his predecessor wdddm Riiad 

confiscated them, A~e Amdii S;)yon, who enjoyed a close re la tionship to 

O. H.'s abbot Kr;)stos Tiisfanii; confirmed these donations and increased 

them with new land. Some of these lands were redistributed to 

ecclesiastics for their support. 

The relations between the rulers and the monastery become 

so close that the 'Aqqabe Siiat Amm:>ha Sdyon stayed permanently at the 

court of a~e Ziira yadqob in Oiibrii Bdrhan, forcing his community to 

elect a new abbot, Giibrii Krdstos . After wards, the role of the 'Aaqqabe 

Siiat in the government of the empire become more and more significant, 

so that Abbot Tasfa Giyorgis belonged to the regency council of the young 

a~e 3sbnd;)r . The monastery also becomes a place of internment from 

1400 to 1404 for Filippos, abbot of Oiibrii Biziin and leader of the 

Sabbath party (Ewostateans). At this time, Abbot Siiriiqii Bdrhan was a 

close of Oawit II . Another important prisoner was Gragn Ahmad J:-Iarb 

Ar'ad b. Alib. ~abraddin , prince of Adal, detained in 0.1-1 during the reign 

of A~e Ldbnii O~ngdl. 0.1-1 was destroyed by the armies of Ahmed b. 

Ibrahim al-Gazi in 1532. 
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The soldiers seized go ld, si lve r and other riches but also a number of 

manuscripts and they captured the' Aaqqabe Saat Nagada lyasus and 

killed him in 1535 2 

Even after it had been plundered, 0.11 remained a functioning religious 

center th rou ghout the 19 th and the 2001 cent. It is s till famous for its rich 

library. Th e manuscripts are particularly well known for their marginal 

notes: the Gospels of Iyasus Mo'a (Ms. EMML 1832) a nd Krastos Tasfana. 

1, 1,2 Geographical Location of the monastery 

The geograph ical location of Dabra tIayq St. 3stifanos Abuna Iyasus Mo'a 

communal monastery is found in Amahara reglOn , Southern Wallo 

Diocese in Tahuliidare wareda and kebele 15 farmer Association. The 

monastery localed at the m iddle of Lake tIayq and the distance 433.75 

km far from the city of Addis Ababa and around 33 .75 a way from the 

regional city of Dessi which again 3 .75km far fro m nearby town, tIayq of 

Town. In addi tion to this 3 .75 km of footpath leaving the m a in Tigray 

Road to East di rection . Genera lly it is a lso 1950 meters a bove sea level, 

88.7 meters at its deepest, 23.2 square km and the lake round 21.7km 

long. The wea ther cond ition of the monastery is Diiga and Wiiyna- DUga. 

1.1.3The Convent 

Tradition tells that th e convent was established at the time of Abba 

Abuna Iyasu s Mcl'a (1248- 1292), during th e reign of Emperor Yakunno 

Amlak. However, th e church of St. Steph en was consecrated as a 

m onastery to se rve only monks. In the event women were withdrawn 

from the island of the monastery. But upon pleading, e lderly women 

inquired him to permit them a specia l place so that they could lead their 

1 Encyclopedia Aeliliopica, Vol. 2:25 
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life lives as nun s. The n Abba Iyasus Mo'a granted them a place a nd 

consecrated it for their co nvent3 . 

Amsalu (2006 :29) in his analysis of Gadla Bdstawros expla ins that his 

mother Sdyon Mogasa joined the convent after h er son- Bdstawros 

became a monk. The Gad l states the event as follows. 

m(lO M"O+ {,aD. haD (HII'l t.'dl l'l ~"·)h·(}'" 0111"/' ·fJlI\' rJo (,(, ... 

{,')II :/·Oh. '1 !'tao , h;?';" (l)nl',',h:/ ' ' )n 7nt. l];hC ,hi.·)· 
(ll-/'/rhl]:: m;?n,"1 o{d'/' 9"')} cro7,{,h, 'W,I': : m(,(I)'I""(I'I'· {,aD, 
(I) ·)·n.(\" (,'/ oo7,I,h' {,C(,.e 7l',h (l)I,h") hO'lh: : o)o/'t,l"",h (,o.'/ 

'fI{,I'l, {,'711)"O,h,C ·n(}fllO)'e'(} (I)(,(.\n<'\ (.\ 'Ol'l 9"')/i ' (} '1' m/,'r) , 
au'ill<'\\~.,r'·I' :: (1)').1',;1 9"()(\ {,(\ U(\ ' /, OU '/Il<,\\~.y')' 0( .. 1': ,1'00 l] ;h C:: 

• When his mother heard that he wore the monastic garb, she 

wept bitterly ... and went to the monastery of Ijayq, weeping 
and reached the border of the lalee ... And he met her. Then he 
said to her: "For what reason did you come to me?" she 
replied to him and said: "[ came to see your face and to 
become lilee you". And our father, man of God Bast'awros, 
rejoiced and he dressed her with the monastic garb, and s he 
become nun, and then he left her with those who were at the 
coast uf the lalce. (Text and translation cited from Amsalu 
2006 :30). 

According to H.G. Abuna Athnatewos, the Nu nnery was active for about 

two centuries a fte r the wars of Ahmed, but at about 1750 E.C (1 757/8 

A.OJ, the nuns were forced to leave the is land con vent due to famine and 

shortage of la nd fertile for h arvesting. Thus it was closed for more tha n 

two centu ries. 

Th e convent has reopened in 1992 E .C (2000) with the consecration of 

Kidana Mdhrat church by H. G. Abunii Athnatewos and two nuns cam e to 

the island and started leadi ng prayerful a nd nunnery li fe. Gradu a lly, 

other nuns joined them. Along with the ir devotional life, the nuns a re 

tra ined in different field s s u ch as:" 

J Amsalu Tefera, 2006:~9 
, cpo Amsalu , 2006: 30 
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1. Cultivating fruits and vegetables 

2 . Tailorin g and embroidery, 

3. Handicrafts and bee keeping, 

4. Silk production, 

5. Grinding mills, 

6. Weaving a nd shop 

The Nunnery has a monk assign ed for the daily prayer services of the 

church and they invite extra monks from the monastery for occasions 

su ch as ce lebrating the Divine Li turgy etc. Currently, there a re 30 nuns 

and the Abbess is called Emmahoy S:me MaryamS 

1.104. Administration 

The church title of J:-Iayq monastery I S Mamh~r and' Aaqqabe Saat. But 

Mhr. Amdasalase explain s that the ti tle of' Aaqqabe Saat is no more used 

as a title, but the ceremonial fun ction of the appointment is still 

preserved and the seal of the head also retains both titles . However, the 

contemporary abbots prefer to be called Ma mh;:>r, literally, 'teacher' or 

'instructor'. Next in rank to the abbot , there are six elected high officials 

who serve the monastery with the liLIes : Afa-mamh:lr (lit - mouth of 

teacher), Qesa - Gabaz (Treas urer) , Miigabi (Steward), Liqa radayi (head 

of helpers), Liqa - Abaw (Head of fathe r s), the Liqa-Diyaqon (Arch 

Deacon); (cp. Hail e Michael 2005: 39-46). Afte r electing its head a nd the 

six officials, the community elects th e 12 member Qarits to advise the 

abbot in the affa irs of the monastery. 

In addition to St. Stephen and Kidana M;:>hrat churches for the monks 

and nuns respectively there is St. George churc h called M;:>t-Gabata, 

where priests se rve a long with monks. It is designed to serve the faithful 

, Inlerview wilh Elllll1ahoy Ehla, daled on 21 /0612008 
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who are living in its surrounding areas. It has its own head among the 

priests a nd local parish counci l leads its admini s tra tion . 

Currently, there a re sixty6 monks and it has one new building located 

behind the churc h building and near to the Bethlehem. This building has 

two room (upsta irs and ground) and an office is upstairs whi le the 

ground 1100r is se rving a s a treasure , whi ch is full of a ncient manuscripts 

and preciou s ecclesiastical articles . Under the new reorganization , the 

monastery is leading a communal life in both its spiritual and 

developmental activities . 

1.1.5. Developmental Activities 

Regula r devotion is conducted in common whi le physical labor, a nd 

others activities a re divided among members of the community according 

to their interes t a nd capacity. Some a re ass ign ed to work the land 

producing fruit and vegetables whilc oth ers a re e ngaged in carpentry and 

some others in paintin g as well as few as scribes . Some a re involved in 

fishin g, bee a nd poultry farms. 7 

The community s upplies its producls to the I:!ayq Town market a nd Lo 

those who vis it th e monastery earning its revenue to sustain itself. Haile­

Michael (2005:43) confirms that 'the chief revenue of the monastery is 

derived from its la nd. Other means of incom e are dona tion s of some 

cha ritable Christi a n s. 

1.1.6. Traditional Church School 

The island monaste ry, s lllce its foundation by Abuna Iyasus Mo'a h as 

bee n fa m ous for its church school. Many monastic leaders and church 

schola rs have graduated from this school. Numerous collections of the 

6 Aillsaill 2006:27 
7 Alllsnili 2006:27-28 
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manuscripts and its rich library make the monastery important far 

Ethiopian studies . Hence, many ca ll the monastery 'The first Ethiopian 

Un iversity' in th e sense tha t many church scholars have attended school 

here and various collections of Mss a re found there. Moreover, its 

instructors and graduates have been famous. 

However, the monastery has lost much due to the destruction of its 

position in the wars of Ahmed (1527-1543) and late r due to famine. In 

spite of the losses the monastery suffered, the traditional school 

continues until today at the North East side of St. Stephen church. 

Currently, there are more than 60 students attending three kinds of 

subjects taught namely8 . 

• N:Jbab, bet 'Reading' of Holy scriptures, 

• Q:me bet, poetry 

• Q:Jddase bit 'Liturgy' 

1. 1. 7. Clergy Training Center 

Modern cle rgy I.raining centers were first built in Eth iopia for the first 

time during the patriarchate of St. Tekle Haymanot. The schools were 

opened in five regional administrative areas . 

Considering the incompatibility of the n um ber of the Christian 

institutions in Wallo region and the clergy to se rve them and need for 

installing ,o ne c le rgy-training center at Dabrii 1.layq St. 3st;ifa nos Abuna 

lyasus Mo'a communal monastery was established by his grace Abuna 

Atenatewos. 

The cost of running the elergy training center is at present covered by the 

E.O.T.C development commission but it is apparent that the clergy-

II J\msalu 2006: 28 
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training cen te r must be self-supporting to achieve the desired goal. 

However the re is ye t a lot more to accomplis h and th e m ost processing 

need s are th e Ilowi l. 

A clear a nd workable proj ect or proj ects, which will lead the cle rgy 

tra ining, ce nter to start on its own. 

Campus library bu ild ing compiled with essential Mss and 

periodicals . 

Additional Dormitory and classroom s 

Buildin g for em ployee quarte rs 

Fence ro und the campus9 

1.2 STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 

Along the course of th e research, the researche r will answer question s 

related to the major importance a nd s ignificance of cataloguing with 

reference to Dabra I:! ayq St. 3s1;ifano s Abuna Iyasu s Mo'a, monastery 

selected manu script collection. Such as : 

a ) What is the importance of cataloging MSS? 

b) How m any MSS a re preserving in th e monastery? 

c) How the datation of these is selected MSS? 

d) In what co nd ition these lVI :-: ' a re fou n, 

1.3. OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY 

1.3.1. Main objective 

Th e m a in objective of his investigation is dcvoted to study a nd li st out 

the ancient manuscripts, wh ich a r(; round ill l),ibra Hayq St. 3s\ira nos 

Abuna Iyasu s Mo'a, monastery. 

, Hail. ~ "aeI 2005:8 
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Campus library bu ild ing compiled with essential Mss and 

periodicals . 

Additional Dormitory and classroom s 

Buildin g for em ployee quarte rs 

Fence ro und the campus9 

1.2 STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 

Along the course of th e research, the researche r will answer question s 

related to the major importance a nd s ignificance of cataloguing with 

reference to Dabra I:! ayq St. 3s1;ifano s Abuna Iyasu s Mo'a, monastery 

selected manu script collection. Such as : 

a ) What is the importance of cataloging MSS? 

b) How m any MSS a re preserving in th e monastery? 

c) How the datation of these is selected MSS? 

d) In what co nd ition these lVI :-: ' a re fou n, 

1.3. OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY 

1.3.1. Main objective 

Th e m a in objective of his investigation is dcvoted to study a nd li st out 

the ancient manuscripts, wh ich a r(; round ill l),ibra Hayq St. 3s\ira nos 

Abuna Iyasu s Mo'a, monastery. 

, Hail. ~ "aeI 2005:8 
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1. 3. 2. Spe cific obje ctive 

- To list out the unknown and a n cien t MSS preserved at th e 

monastery by u s in g the scienti fi c method. 

- To give a n extensive comment and summary of th e MSS. 

1. 4. SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY 

The researc her believes that this study IS significan t for the fo llowing 

pu rposes . 

• Th e paper a lms a t description of selected MSS, wh ich ca n h elp 

studying them. 

• It a lso tries to give a gc neral survey of Dabra I-Iayq monastery. 

• It will serve as a basis for furth e r studies. 

5. METHODOLOGY 

This re search contains MSS that a re not previously done by others. In 

th is study, the researcher will collect data by the fo llowin g methods: 

d igital photographing of MSS and will attempt to catalogue the MSS 

based on the internal evidence to a u thenticate . In addition, inte rview will 

be one of the meth ods for gath ering ap propriate information of the 

ma nuscripts. The researcher realizes this through th e fo llowin g 

• Reviewing Ge tatchew Ha ile's work and the work of other 

researchers on MSS of J:-I ayq monastery. 

• Having a look to MSS that a re taken by mic ro fi lm s 

• Observing inventory records of the monastery's Qesa-Gabaz 

(Treasure r) . 

• Inte rv iewing re ligioLis faLh c rs in the l11ona;; te ry. 
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6. DATA GATHERING TECHNIQUE 

[n order to ach ieve th e goa l of the study, the research er will u se bo th 

p rima l-y and secondary sou rces . 

6. 1. The p ri mary sources (M SS) th at the researcher w ill use found in 

Dabra Hayq monastery of South Wa llo. 

6.2 . Secondal), Sou rces (literatures) written by oth ers and in terview 
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CHAPTER II 

2. REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

2.1 Manuscript tradition at Dabra Hayq 

At the age of 30, Abuna lyasus-Mo 'a went to the Monastery of Dabra 

Damo to the school of Abba Yohanni in 1241 AD in order to learn the 

ascetic life, monastic rules and the living tradition of the Orthodox 

Church. He stayed in Dabra Damo for seven years devoting much of his 

time to learn, copy the books and he studicd so litary contempla tion. The 

mos t important art he acquired here was art of writing. He was an 

outs tanding calligra phis t . He copied many books including the fOUl" 

Gospels while h e was at Dabra Damo a nd he is renowned for havin g left 

a large collec tion of manuscripts when he died at B ayq in 1292 . The 

gospel he wrote is the only illus tra ted manuscript of tha t time kept in 

Ethiopia. His own manuscr ipt of the Gospel is kept at the monas tery of 

l:Iayq 10 and it is on e of the oldest Ethiopic language manuscripts ever 

known . 

In the museum of the monastery, the first MS displayed is tha t of Gospel 

of Iyasus Mo'a. It was considered as the earliest illustrated and written 

document that exists in Ethiopia 11 

There a re more than 200 MSS found at the monastery. The books 

narrate and justify the high standard education of the monastery and its 

academic exce llence . Most of them are written inside the monastery . 

They are donations from the most importa nt kings of the country. 

tu It is also microfilmed (EMM L- .... ) and one copy is preserved at National Archives and Library Archives 

(no ..... l. 
It H ov.,lcver, Gospel of Abba Gerim a is considered as the earliest M S supposed to be 

composed during the time ofAxumite age. Cf. Dessie Kele b, 2008 ..... 
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2.2 Importance of cataloguing 

Cataloging of MSS has various uses . One can easily benefit from the 

cata logues. Por in stance, if one wants any Mss for research , then no 

need to go there . The researcher can investigate where a nd what kinds of 

Mss are found including their content from th e prepared Catalogues. 

This saves th e research er's time . Moreover , cata loging helps In 

controlling Ms s from being stolen, being torn , eaten by rats and following 

up changes thaL ha ppen from tim e to time. 

In addition , it can a lso serve as source of literature review for other 

presen t a nd fu tu re researc hes . The other is that the person in cha rge of 

libra ries or in religious institution s may feel a sen se of respon s ibility and 

give a great care to them. 

Gen erally, cataloguing h as the followin g significan ce : 

Philological: A cata logue by its nature describes and lists the content of 

the MS S, which s hows its philological value . In do ing so, it enables u s to 

see the scriba l techniques, physical description of the MSS, peculia r 

features of the MSS and also it identifies the margina l notes out of the 

MSS. 

Theological: Alt hough it is no t discu ssed widely, cataloguing has 

theological va lu e too. Wh en one is talking about catalogues s/he may 

oblige to talk about a n cient MSS. In mos t cases, Ethiopian MSS a re more 

of religious in content. Therefore cataloguing such Mss will p laya great 

role. 
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2.3 Some printed catalogues 

There are various catalogues don e on Ethiopic MSS. A catalogu e of 

Ethiopian manuscripts m icrofilmed for the Ethiopian manuscript 

microfilm Library - EMML1 2 Addi s Ababa and for the Hill monastic 

manuscript microfilm libmry - HMMLI3 Collegeville, has the largest 

collection of Ethiopian MSS. 

To mention som e works; th e Biblioteca Aposto lica Vatican a. 14 Comprises 

two catalogues where as the Bod leian Library have the work of A 

Oilman IS, The British Library and Museum British Library have the same 

series of catalogues especia lly in the Department of Oriental manuscript 

collection. 16 Cruellyl7 is the one of the most known European collectors 

fo r mass compilation of Ethiopian Manuscripts. The catalogue related to 

thi s work a lso makes reference to his work. 

12 Ethiopian Manuscript Microfilm Library EMML was cond ucted on the bas is of partnersh ip between 
three in st itutes: the 1llinister of culture. the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church, and SI. John Abbey 
and University of Collegev ille, Minnesota 

13 The Hi ll MOl1tlstic Microfilm [i.e. manuscript] Library (HMML) is the only mi cro fi lm co llection of 
medieval and renaissance manuscripts of most of the 111oJ1<lsteries of Western Europe. The Hill Monastic 
Microfilm [i.e. manus<.:ript] Library (I-IMML) co llection covers materia ls frolll 29 countries, but so far 
has concentra ted its collection in Austria, England , Ethiop ia, Germany, Malta , Portuga l and Spa in. 

14 Codices Aelhiopici Vaticani el /Jorgiani, Barberinianvs Orienfalis 2, Rossianvs 865. Recensvervnt 
Silvanvs Grcbavl ... el Evgenivs Tisseranl. [Roma] in Bybliotheca Vaticana, 1935-1936.2 v. Ethopic and 
Lalin. EMO RY. ILL-lIC, MICHIGAN BE RK ELEY , PENN STAT E calalog under: Valica" . Biblioteca 
Vatic3na . 

15 Catalogi Codictllll MalltlScriptol'lIm Bibl iothecae Bodlcianae. Oxford: 1864- 1909. Vol. I, pI. 7. Cod ices 
Aethiopici. Digess it 1\. Dillman , 1848. 

16 Calalugue 0/ £thiupu/11 Manltscripis in the Brifij'h Librmy acquired since the year 1877, by Stefan 
Slre lcyn. London: Published for Ihe Brilish Library, 1978. xv i, 183p. , [16]p. of plales, facs illls .. LC. ; 
British Museum. Dcpl. of Oriental Printed Books and Manllscripts . Calalogue oj the £lhiopic 
Manuscripts il1 Ihe iJrilish IvluseulII acquired since the year 1847, by W. Wright. [London] Printed by 
order of the Trustees, 1877. xiii, [2], 366p., xi ii facsims. British Museum. Dept. of Oriental Printed 
Books and Manuscripts. Calaloglls CodiclIl1I Ivlal1l1scl'ljJ/ol'I{1JI Oriel1lalilllll qlfi in Museo Brital1nico 
ASSerWlI1ll1r: pars Tertia. Codices Aelhiopicos Amplectem·. Londini: Imprensis Cura to ruJ11 Musei 
i3ritannici, 1847. viii, 77 p. Prclhce signed: A. Dillmalln. Northwestern. Great Britflin. Foreign Offiee. 
Abyssinia : (General Correspondence), 1808-1905, 1',0,1 [S,I.: s, n" s,d.] <29 ree ls of microfilm> 
Michigan Slmc. Ant.! Foreign Office Records: Confidenrial Print, Abyssinia (Ethiopia), 1846-1910 
(i nclusive). <2 reels or microfilm> "The records consist of 15 volumes ( 1-1 5 or 46 volumes) or the 
con fi dential print relating to Abyssinia (Ethiop ia) .... The records const itute part of Public Record Offi ce 
group Foreign Orfice class 401 (PR O FO 401)" . Crl, Mi chigan Stale, Yale. Wright , W. Catalogue qfthe 
Ethiopian manuscripts il7 the British MuseulIl acquired since the year 18·17, London 1877. 

17 Ccru ll i. E. I m(ll7oscrilli etiopici della Bibliotheque Royale de Bruxelles, ANL-R = "Accadcm ia 
Nazionaie dei Lincei - Rendiconli" 9 (1954) 5 16-521. Cerulli, E. IlIIal10scrill i eliopici della CheSler 
Beally Librwy di Dublina, ANL-M = "Accademia Nazionale dci Lincc i - MCJ11o ri c" II ( 1965) 277-324. 
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Another Europcan library catalogue that has included the manuscript 

collection of I:layq S t. 3s1;iphanos Abune Iyasus Mo'a Monastery is under 

the n a m e of Cha ine l 8 This cata logue incorporates the co llection s of 

Antoine D'Abbadie. Conti Ross ini 's collection and its catalogue is a lso 

worth mention in givind few details abou t th e manuscript collection and 

richness of the monastery of I:l ayq St. 3s1;iphanos Abune Iyasus Mo'a 19 

In Germany, Ernst Hammerschmidt made consid erable effort for the 

cataloguing of Ethiopian manuscripts especia lly around Lake Ta n a. He 

also made some referen ces to the manuscript collection of I:layq St. 

3st;ipha nos Abune Iyasus Mo'a monastery20 

On the basis of d iffe ren t m anuscript microfilming projects including 

th ose of th e EMML and HMML different schola r have succeeded in 

producing numerous catalogues. Among such philologists Getatchew 

Hai le and William Macomber are the cases in point. Their works are 

available in major universi ties including Addis Ababa University. These 

catalogues madc significant, mentions concernmg the manuscript 

IS Chaine, M. Catalog lie des manllscrits elhiopiens de 10 Collection Antoine d'Abbadie. Paris 1912 [234 
mss. , together with a Supplement to the Catalogue of the National Library of Paris, already published by 
Zotenberg, of 16 111 55; usually the Cala/oglle by Conti Rossini is consulted , see below; not to be 
consulted the cata logue by A. d'Abbadi e, Cala/ogue raisonne des l1Iaanliscrits elhiopiens apparlenant a 
Antoine d'Abbadie, Paris 1895 ]. Chaine, M. Cala/oglle des IIIWlllscrils elhiopiens de /a Collection 
Mondon-Vidailhet, P" ris 191 3 [113 mss]. Challle. M. Calaloglle des manllscrils ethiopiens des 
bibliothelllles el des musees ele Paris, des Departements el des collections privees, ROC = "Revue de 
l'Ori"nl Chreli en" ser ie 1, 9 ( 19 14) 3- 16, 247-265 [75 IllSS.] . Chaine, M. Ls manllscl'ilS elhiopiens de la 
Bibliofh eque des RR. PP. Capucins It Toulouse, "Aethiops" 1936 

1'1 Conti Rossi ni , C. I malloscrill; eliolJiei della Missione Calloliea eli Cheren, RAL-R = "Rcale Accadcmi a 
de i Lineei - Rend iconl i" se r. Y, 13 (1904) 233 -255, 262-281 and Conli Ross in i, C. NOlice .IIII' les 
lIIanllscl'il.\· IiIhiopiens de la Col/eclion d'Abbadie, JA = "Journal Asialique" serie X, 19 ( 191 2) 55 1-578; 
20 (1912) 5-72 and ~ :i0-494; ser ic XI, 2 (19 13) 5-64; 6 (19 15) 189-238,445-493; repr. as a separale 
vol ume Paris J 914 . 

20 Hammerschmidt. l~rIlst, Ath iopischc Handschriften yom Tanasee. Teil J, Wiesbaden 1973. 
H amlll~rschlll idl, E. Alh iopische 1-1 <llldschri IIcll vom 'l'u Jl<lsc\,;. 'I'\,;i I [I , W icsb"dcll 1977. I Iall111lCrscillll idt, 
E. - V. Six, ifthiopische I-!andschriften. I. Die I-!andschriften de,. Staa fsbibliothek prellssischen 
Ku!turh,'sit:. Wiesb;]ch.:n 1983. Hamlllerschmidt, E. - V. Six, ;{fhiopische I-!andschrifien. 2. Die 
1-landschriJiel1 del' /J(~yerischen Staafsbibliothek, Wiesbaden 1989. Hammerschmidt, E. - V. Six, 
A"thiopische I-Iandschrifien. 3. HandschriJien deutschen Bibliotheken, MlISeen lind ails Privatbesitz, 
Wiesbotiell 1994. 
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collection of l:I ayq2 1 These catalogues have a lso incorporated specific 

information about the proj ect identification numbers. Paulo Marrassini, 

in Italy he has made known catalogues of manuscrript a rchives of 

Etnologia and the like22 . 

Edward Ullendorff is mu ch known by his books on Ethiopia and 

Ethiopian a nd their relation with manuscripts. Berkeley, Michigan, 

Northwestern and m Cambridge have included numerous books 

catalogued propcrly23. In Uppsala, Sweden there is also a Ethiopian 

manuscript collection and catalogue, which comprises the manuscript 

collection of l:Iayq St. 3stiphanos Abune Iyasus Mo'a monas tery24 . 

21 Getatchcw Haile, A Cala/ogue 0/ Ethiopian Manuscripts Microfilmed for the Ethiopian Mal1lfscl'lj)( 
Microfilm Librw)'. Addis Abaha, and for lite Monas/ie A4aJ7lf.w:ripl A1icrofilm Librm)l, Collegeville. 
Collegeville. MN: Monast ic Manuscript Microfilm Library, SI. John 's Abbey and Univers ity, 1975-
( 1993). Macomber, William F. A Catalogue or Ethiopian Manuscripts Microfilmed for the Ethiopian 
Manuscript Microfilm Library, Addis Ababa, and for lh~ MUllCiSlic Manllscripl Microfil m Library, 
Collegevi lle. Collegev ille, MN: Monast ic Manuscri pt Microfilm Library, SI. John 's Abbey a"d 
University, 1975- (19 ')}). v. 9, 1987. v. 4, 8-9 by Getatchew Haile. v. 5-7 by Getatchew Haile a"d 
William F. Macomber. v. 3-8: Collegev ille, MN: Hill Monastic ManLlscript Library; Ann Arbor, M I: 
distributed by Universi ty Microfilms International. Includes indexes. Contents: v. I. Proj ect numbers 1-
300.--v. 2. Project numbers 301-700.--v. 3. Project numbers 701-1100.--v. 4. Project numbers 1101 -
1500.-- \'.5. Projectl1tllllbers 1501-2000. -- v. 6. Project numbers 2001-2500.v. 7. Project "umbers 2501-
3000 .-- \' . 8. Project numbers 3001-3500.--v. 9. Projeet numbers 3501-4000.--V. 10. Proj ect numbers 
4001-5000. Columbia, III-Uc, Iowa, Minnesota . 

.:: .~ Marrass ini . P. I m(lnoscrini etiopici del Museo Nazionale di Antropol ogia e Etnologia dell'Universita di 
Fircnze. "Archi vio p~ r l'Antropologia e la Etnologia" 114 (1981 ) 205-232 and Marrassini , P. I 
manoscritti etiopici della Biblioteca Medicea Lallrenziana di Firenzc, RSE 30 ( 198LI-86) 81-1 16; 3 1 
(1987) 69- 11 0 

23 Ullendorff, Edward . Catalogue oI Ethiopian /ll/al1 l1scnjJIS in the Bodleian UbrGlY. Oxford : Clarendon 
Press, 1951. 32 p. "This catalogue contains serial nos. 36-101; nos. 1-35 will be found in vol. 1 
(Dillmann's catalogue of 1848)." "The collectio" of Ethiopia" MSS. in the Bodleia" Library now 
contains just over one hundred itcms. Thirty-five of these had been catalogued by Dillmann in 1848 
<Codices aetiliopici> \vhile the present catalogue, begun precisely a century later, describes a further 
sixty-six MSS. acquired in that interva l."--Introd. Berkeley, Michigan, Northwcstern, Nyp!. Ullendorff, 
Edward. lUla/ogll f! I{ ElhinpiaJ'/ Manuscripls il1 Ih e C ambridge University Librmy. Cambridgc, Eng.: 
Cambridge University Press, 1961. 

2·1 Uppsalil uni vers itetshibliotek. Katalog nber dic tltil iopiscilen Handschri ften in del' Universitatsbibliothek 
Uppsala: sowie Anhiinge tiber ~Hhi o pi sche Handschriften in andercn Bibliotheken Lind in Priva tbesitz in 
Schweden. Uppsa Ja: Al ll1qvist & Wiksell International , 1974 . 192p. (Acta Bibliothecae R. Universitatis 
Upsa liens is, v. 18). 
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CHAPTER III 

3. SELECTED MSS 

Dabra ljayq St. 3stifanos Abuna lyasus Mo'a monastery has a la rge 

collection of m an uscripts. Som e of them are mic rofilmed a nd catalogued 

under the EMML project. A few of them are critically edited. Nevertheless 

there a re many MSS, which a re not yet s tudied. This chapter p resents 13 

selected MSS preserved in Dabra Hayq monastery. 

MS-l 

Title: Gospel of John 

It is the last of the four canonical gospels . This non-synoptic gospel is an 

acco unt of the life a nd mini stry of Our Lord Je su s Christ. 

For s imilar MSS see: William F. Macomber, 1976, vol. 11 EMML, 

pro No. 10,33,43,47,72,98, 103, 120, 135, 136, 154, 170, 174, 

196,202,214,244,271,287,292,300. Getatchew, EMML, pr. No . 

380, 401, 676. 

Physical description 

Parchment, size 11.5x 16.2cm 139ff. Two columns, twenty lines to a page, 

very fin e handwri ting. Binding of wooden boards bound with leath er. 

Content :- IT. Ira ... 139rb the Gospel of John 

(1) ff. Ira - 8vb: Chapter 1 - The word of the God. 

(2) ff. 9 rb-1 2va: Chapter 2 - Jesu s ' First miracle . 

(3) IT. 12vb- 15vb: Chapter 3 - Born of th e Spirit. 

(4) ff. 16vb-18va: Chapter 4 - The Samarita n lady 
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I J 

( 

(5) rr. 18va - 25ra: Cha pter 5 - Healing at the pool 

(6) rr. 25m-26rb: Chap ter 6 - Feeding the rive thou sand . 

(7) rr. 26va-33va: Chapter 7 - Jesus goes to Judea. 

(8) . rr. 33vb-35ra: Chapter 8 - the woman caught in Adultery. 

(9) rr. 35ra - 60vb: Cha pter 9 - J esus heals the man born blind 

(10) rr 60vb-72vb : Chapter 10 - The good s hepherd 

(11) rr. 72vb -HOra: Chapter 11 - the death of Lazarus. 

(12) rr. 80ra-8lra: Chapter 12 - Jesus Anointed 

(13) rr. 81rb-82va: Chapter 13 - Jesus washes His disciples' Feet. 

(14) rr. 82vb-84vb: Chapter 14 - The Way the Truth and the Lire 

(15) rr. 84vb-88va: Chapter 15 - The True Vine 

(17) rr. 

(18) rr. 

(16) rr. 89ra-104rb: Chapter 16 - Christ sends the Ho ly Spirit. 

104rb - 113va: Cha pter 17 - Jesus prays berore the Arrest. 

113vb-127vb: Chapter 18 - Jesus Arrested. 

(19) rr. 

(20) rr. 

(21) rr. 

127vb- 128ra: Chapter 19 - Jesus sentenced to Death. 

128ra- l31 vb : Chapter 20 - Jesus Rises rrom the Dead. 

131 vb-139rb: Chapter 21 - Jesus a ppears to some Disciples 

~1.I'r'l ' 1'l hCI'l·j'·1'l 7,1'\"'/: (]Jnt.Il"/: \"/1'\' ?"I'll'\ q>/:t;. 7·nt. /-""Ir'l, 1'\<}l'\lTO <}M" 

~\ °'7:i :: 'Gospel of the generous Father, the disciple, which speales by 

the divine (power], John the son of Zebedee intimate disciple of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, May his prayer and blessings be with his beloved 

Gdbrd sallase, forever Amen'. 

Des: ~\Ch,: A"I?" I'\tl"flh q:';'./. C' / :~\:: IloOClf'lT[)' .r.C? l'\ ;h'I'(H' (]J'I'l,)' (]J~\q:~\:: 

~\ q:'''''F· 'I. '1"" 1'\ t.J': MI ~\.I'r'l ' 1'l 'I" ~\:: ~.I1'1· nq:;I'£'. ~\?""Ihh ;,dll'l'/ ' IT°I'l,/'A 

nA~\ :: (]J~\?"<'ll'\ . mg:i A}\' 1'\6a o.\' '/1'0,:: 'A rlee: Peace be to your heart, 

the orthodox path, which led the internal and external senses; {oj 
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'. 

Iydsus Mo'a, love me too much your disciple; for by the love of your 

Cod he ate the bread of cross; and he drank the wine like for the bile'. 

Colophon 

Donated to f:layq 3stifanos by Abba Sahelu and the scribe of the MS IS 

Gabra Maryam. Gabra Iellase commissioned the MS. 

Remarks 

1. The manuscript may be dated by reference to the time of 

Abba Sahelu, who died in 1950 E.C. 

2. The bottom margin of the manuscript is damaged. 

3 . Coded by Ministry of Culture and Tourism - 84 -IV-12. 
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Title: The Gos p e l of John 

Physica l d escription 

MS2 

Parchment, s ize IO.5xI5 , 76[[, two columns, binding of wooden boards, 

bound with leath e r and cloth , 19 lines to a page, written in bla ck a n d red 

ink a nd d ivided fo r the days of th e week. At th e beginning of the Gospel, 

it h a s four fo lios injured by rod ents . 

Contents : 

• ffl ra-4rb fully removed 

l. ff-5va-9 ra za-San u y 

2 ff 9va- 18 r b za-Sa 1us 

3 . ff-18rb-37 r b za-Rabuy~ 

4 . ff-37 rb-5 1 va za - Hamu s 

5 . ff-5 1 va-63va za- 'Aarb 

6. ff-63va-70vb za-Qa d a mi t 

7. ff-7 0vb-75vb za-3hud 

Inc. 'f\ P',H' (I'll l 

f\0'0 t\I" I: \'. 

9" " II " tI r,>I' t. 7, '7 II. 

tI· ?,tI"' I: mOL 

9U
{)(\ HI<. [s ic] 9"{)(\ )., 

9" (''''/,'} [sic] " IV 

<.r,: 

rh'}11 

7,', (,.1'1'\ '11 

tHo [s ic] I' Utl, 

'Gospel of the generous f a ther who 

sp eaks by the d ivine power John with Ou r Lord J esus; may his prayer and 

bless ings be with his servant with ou r brothe r, Amen, SahlCi. Maryam 1 s ic]. 

• There is a ga p be twee n on e word and the sen tences a re not 

finished beca u se th e MS is h eavily d a m aged . 
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'. 

Des: anti'} ;I,;h6, '" '(1ilt- ", /'I I",h')il ,h'PCY ?i fl?" Xi! ,h'PCY+ IIY"h(;; (1\~,C;" I, [s ic] 

/'IO 'fl~, U'IL ~,,6.,(") f,Y"'\'."~L OC'I", 1'\fI'?II),'1 (I)'il'" 0'''1/0 fl P';J WI! '}uo:" 

(llfl'/: '}uo", (fO'),?P"" /'I 'he") ,~c'tC (llil'(1, /':" MI''1I1),'(1,/'.C u/V/'I' (l)9";hL" , 

\' U/'I' Y"il/'l /,fl"1 u/v/'I "'J.l1~1oI:\ /'I'}/'IaD '}M" ~,(I\],'): : 'The Gospel written 

by John the Apostle, one of the 12 Apostles, which is written in 

Yonani to the people of city of Ephesus, after the ascen s ion of Our 

Lord to heaven in body in the 37'h year of Nero Caesar's reign, And 

Glory be to God, His mercy and forgiveness be on our father Sahle 

Michael fo rever Amen', 

Remarks 

(1) Some folios are erased and difficult to read, 

(2) f-6vb on chapter 2: verse 13 [Sic] 

(3) f.11ra thc word which Jesus is circled by colors 

(4) f.1 5rb 1'1 line the word is written by pen as correction 

(5) f.34rb co lumn two line nineteen has bee n corrected by the writer. 

Thc co rrcction is m ade on the top of the line s pacing 

(6) J.37va, co lumn one, lin e eigh t the word is written as a correction 

by pen. 

(7) f. 37rb column two, line one m/0 fL/'I"ao , 'flMI. II ilao , 'and a man 

called .... said to them' ('f1{I/'I ,) written as a correction by pen. 

(8) f.37ra column two line ten, the original word has bee n erased 

written (1) '/"', 'f1{IO, U' 'th is man'. This is on the top lin e. Also the 

last four lines have been completely deleted. 

(9) f.38va , column two las t three lines have been completely de leted. 

(10) f. 61 ra, column 1 line eleven (I)(17"h 7.llU' 'and hi s time has 

come', thc word ('l.II .U') written by a pen as a correction. 

(11) f. 64 ra , column two line eight ')(1 ,he; 'to Hanna' th e word (,h(; ) is 

co rrectly written by pen. 
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(12) f. 66vb, column two line forty mMIO(lm· CI'fI[s ic] has been given a 

correction as mIIClOIl9" CI·On 'and they cau sed him to wear a cloth' 

by pen; whic h seem s a later correction. 

(1 3) f.67ra, column lin e eleve n WH' '17/. /'.C'I t.g;., . .\'. 'he feared this 

thing so much' the word /'.C'I is a la ter correction. 

(14) f.64rb column two the parchment is d a m aged 

(15) f. 74vb , column on e line two ;h}/"I.'I·[ s ic] has been corrected as 

;J'/'':'' /' '1.'1' 'do you love me?' by pen. 

(1 6 ) f. 74vb. column two lin e fi ve m7,oon CI'" [s ic] th e word CI'" is 

corrected to m7,oon : CI ,/,'/. 'If h e grows' by pen. The cor rection has 

been written by th e same pen and h a ndwritin g. 

Colophon: 

The m a nuscript may be da ted by its r eferences to th e 19 th century. It 

declares the owner of the MS as follows : '11 007,',,,'1: 11110· '1 ulUn o'J.llILCI 

mIIO'V' mCl.\'. mJ.!III.CI m7,ou. mn'" o'/CY?":: IIIP /''': (1)11/'.("": aVHI n.e,h·'}:: 'This 

book belon gs to our fath e r Sahla Mika el a n d to h is fath er is Waldii 

Mika el and his moth er Wa lata Maryam. May h e who attempts to steal or 

spoil it be condemned!' We can be sure that Walda Mikael was the giibiiz 

of the monastery during that era . 
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MS3 

Title - Psalter 

Psalte r , in classical Greek it meant th e twang of the strings of a mu s ical 

instrume nt; it's Hebrew, "to trim") m eans a poem of "trimmed" a nd 

m easured from. The word s hows u s that a psalm was a poem of se t 

structure to be sun g to the accompani ment of stringed instruments. 

For s imila r MSS see , Willia m F. Macember vol. I EM ML pr.N o . 47,66,75, 

8 1,94 ,95, 96, ()C), 104,107- 114,1 30, 156- 159, 16 1- 164,169 , 176- 177 , 

183, 2 18,2 19,221,222,234-238,253,269,298, Vol. II, 310-3 16, 320 , 

324-336, 337, 340 , 342, 344 , 347, 348, 352-354, 393, 396, 420, 436, 

493 , 507 , 553, 590, 592. Geta tchew Haile, EMML Pr. No. 2046, 2047 

2064, 2072, 208:5, 17 62, 1958 . Antoine D'Abbadie, 3, 87, 105, 184. 

Physical description 

Parchment, size 17 .5x8, 17 9 ff. on e column, 18 lines in one folio, 23 

quires, a nd wooden board s on both s ides with leather cover. Th e 150 

psalms (mazm urata Dawit)of the Psalter a re di vid e into the seve n days o f 

the week. One parchment has in the beginning, every 10 psalm th ere is 

the s ign [ . .. J by red and bl ack in k. 

fL1 ra - 150va (mazmurata/ mazmurat za Dawit) Psalm s of David -

fo r the days of the week. 

(1) MON DAY (za - sanuye) - Psalm 1- 30, fflra- 26vb 

f 1ra, Psa lm 1 ~ .,: l l {u 1I Y..I': :Vj mIlY!' ?,' j Treatise on th e righ teou s 

and s inne rs' 

[ 26vb, Psa lm 30 h . .f'h "-mhAh· ~,'?II), m?, . .e.+;>,:.C t'I,}M" 'In You, 0 

Lord do I put m y trust: Le t me n ever be a shamed forever' 
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(2) TUESDAY (Za. - sa.luse); ff: 27vb - 55vb 

f.27vb - Psalm 31 ·nu·'n: idl · ' - ·) .~:I tl .. o u- ) (I1) .-I'·ou. 'Blessed a re 

those whose transgression is forg iven'. 

f 55rb - Psalm60 M"(f/. (,?""h.\' M,tl ·.,-\, 'Hear my supplications, 0 

God' 

(3) WEDNESDAY (za - Ra.bue); ff55rb - 78ra 

f 55rb, p salm61- ~.I) 'I - M,'711) ,·n,h,C l7 '1_ '/<i: {]{' 'Does not my soul 

pmises God?' 

f 78ra Psa lm 80 ·h(.p',h- m,'7II), ·n,h,C II L .~~"I 'Rejoice by God who 

h as h elped us' 

(4) THURSDAY (za. - Hamus) Psalm 81-1 10 , ff7 8va - 112rb 

- [ 78va, psalm 8 1 ~, '7 I1),·n ,'"c 4;ou m-I) ·,- °'7'~nL ~,O']An :" 'God stood 

up in the congregation of the mighties t'. 

f 112rb, psalm 110 ~, ?'i. tlh )., '711), nll -tl - A'(I\' '[0] Lord, I will praise 

you with a ll me heart'. 

(5) FRIDAY (zii - 'Arb) Psalm 111 - 130, ff 11 3m - 124m 

-f 11 3m, Psalm I II ·nu-o ·m,tl_ lI .et _Clf M,'7I1), ·nd" C 'Blessed is the 

man who fears God" 

-f 124m, Psalm 130 - ~, '711), ~, _ .e "" 'W \"I_ A·n l' 'Lord let not my h eart 

be h aughty' 

(6) SATURDAY (za - qada mit) Psalm 131- 150, ff 125vb -139rb. 

- [ 13 1 ba lm 125vb Psalm "-IIIlc:' ~,'711)' tlWe:' - mtlll-tl- \'m- U·' , 'Lord, 

re member David and a ll his meekness 

- f 139rb Psalm 150 n·n;h,ll' M,"IIl)dl ,h,C n;,' ·';-<) 'I- 'Praise God in His 

sanctuary'. 

(7) SUNDAY - (za - :3hud) ff to 140Va - 151vb o u) t.\\' '/ns:,- Ma.ha.leya. 

nabiyat 

ff.152rb - 159m GlJ) t.W ow)A.e IIm-~d' IIntl"'1° ') (maha1eya 

mahaley zewetu za.sa.lomon- 'song of songs of Solomon'. 

24 

(2) TUESDAY (Za. - sa.luse); ff: 27vb - 55vb 

f.27vb - Psalm 31 ·nu·'n: idl · ' - ·) .~:I tl .. o u- ) (I1) .-I'·ou. 'Blessed a re 

those whose transgression is forg iven'. 

f 55rb - Psalm60 M"(f/. (,?""h.\' M,tl ·.,-\, 'Hear my supplications, 0 

God' 

(3) WEDNESDAY (za - Ra.bue); ff55rb - 78ra 

f 55rb, p salm61- ~.I) 'I - M,'711) ,·n,h,C l7 '1_ '/<i: {]{' 'Does not my soul 

pmises God?' 

f 78ra Psa lm 80 ·h(.p',h- m,'7II), ·n,h,C II L .~~"I 'Rejoice by God who 

h as h elped us' 

(4) THURSDAY (za. - Hamus) Psalm 81-1 10 , ff7 8va - 112rb 

- [ 78va, psalm 8 1 ~, '7 I1),·n ,'"c 4;ou m-I) ·,- °'7'~nL ~,O']An :" 'God stood 

up in the congregation of the mighties t'. 

f 112rb, psalm 110 ~, ?'i. tlh )., '711), nll -tl - A'(I\' '[0] Lord, I will praise 

you with a ll me heart'. 

(5) FRIDAY (zii - 'Arb) Psalm 111 - 130, ff 11 3m - 124m 

-f 11 3m, Psalm I II ·nu-o ·m,tl_ lI .et _Clf M,'7I1), ·nd" C 'Blessed is the 

man who fears God" 

-f 124m, Psalm 130 - ~, '711), ~, _ .e "" 'W \"I_ A·n l' 'Lord let not my h eart 

be h aughty' 

(6) SATURDAY (za - qada mit) Psalm 131- 150, ff 125vb -139rb. 

- [ 13 1 ba lm 125vb Psalm "-IIIlc:' ~,'711)' tlWe:' - mtlll-tl- \'m- U·' , 'Lord, 

re member David and a ll his meekness 

- f 139rb Psalm 150 n·n;h,ll' M,"IIl)dl ,h,C n;,' ·';-<) 'I- 'Praise God in His 

sanctuary'. 

(7) SUNDAY - (za - :3hud) ff to 140Va - 151vb o u) t.\\' '/ns:,- Ma.ha.leya. 

nabiyat 

ff.152rb - 159m GlJ) t.W ow)A.e IIm-~d' IIntl"'1° ') (maha1eya 

mahaley zewetu za.sa.lomon- 'song of songs of Solomon'. 

24 



ff 160ra - 174ra, m·J"c'\, "'le.!'9" wuddase Marya m 'praises of Mary', 

for the days of the week: 

a - Monday, ff - 160 ra- 161 va 

b - Tuesday, ff - 16 1 va - 162vb 

c - Wednesday, ff-1 63ra - 165va 

d - Thursday, ff - 165vb - 168rb 

e - Friday ff - 168rb - 170va 

f - Saturday, ff - 170va - 172vb 

g - Sunday, ff - 172vb - 174ra 

- ff- 174 rb - 179vb Anqa~ii berha n 'The Gate of Light '. 

Remarks 

(1) f-57va line 31 (Sebeha) eraised 

(2) f-8 1rb line ),'711)'/]'),!"} [Sic] 

(3) f- 82vb - li ne 1 - a§eme egzio (aem§e) [Sic] Mlol) ~,"lll), 

(4) f-82ra - line 24 - M loD D·fll' ·i· 9";ht.-' ·h " 'I0I'l,1' ,, [omit] 

(5) f - 82 ra - Psalm 88 line one 9";ht.-"h ,,~,c'\,·n;h " },"711), (leUI9" [omit] 

(6) f- 119vb - Psalm 107 line 1 n'f'n·tI·fll' [sic] 

(7) f- 112ra - Psalm 11 0 

A - Lin e 12 - "1'I1t. },y.'eu· .l':') "x' " [Omit] 

B - Line 15 a"J':: ~ 'i,'" ";) ,, [omit] 

(8) 1'.307-f.2l - The word ),!l uu h . .I'11 "·mhtlh· is de le ted and written by 

pen. 

-f.26 - n ext to, completely erased 

- f.30 - The word },\I"7,O ,y,ou'[s ic] '1tJl\,l' written by pen. 

Colophon: - f- 179 - copyist of th e Psa lm Merawi kenfu by Hand wri ting 

a nd pencil but the date is unkn own. 

The last three folios are torn out a nd have different sizes. 
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MS4 

Title: Psalter 

Physical description 

Parchmen t s ize 2 1x 19 .5cm 136 folios, 15 qUIres, both s ides 

wooden cover with leather , 21 lines in one column bold and good 

handwriting. 

(A) MONDAY (;.:a - sanuy)- Psalm ff.lra - 26vb 

- fl ra, Psalm I ; <J:f]t~ 117.~·~n (I)1I;)1'7,'} 

- f 26vb, Psalm 30 h.J'h ,/·mhAh· ~,''711), m7, .. e,'/·;)t.C tI',}M" 

(8) TUESDAY (za - salus )- ff: 26vb - 42vb 

- f26v b - Psalm 3 1 'flO"}'}: ~,II ·/· 'H'.7: lI"uo,: ;)m.h-I'·UD· 

- f42vb - Psalm6 0 M"q'l. 7,9"lIhJ' M,M-I' 

(C) WEDNES DAY (za - Rabue): ff 42vb - 56ra 

- f 42rb, Psalm 6 1- MI'I- 117,''7 11. 7.-11 ,h,C ·H'I. '/<J:flI' 

- f 56ra, Psalm 80 ·,.,:r.P',h· fli,"JII)dl,h.C IILY: 7,', 

(D) THURSDJ\Y (za - Hamus) Psalm 81-110, ff56rb -72r b 

- f 56 rb, Psalm 8 1 ~, "JII)"fI,h,C 'Iluo m·fl ·/- "'}') fit. 7,"'1/.\11+ 

- f 72rb, Psalm 11 0 kl'l. IIh ~,"711), flh·lI· A·fll' 

(E) FRIDAY (za - 'Arb) Psalm 111- 130, ff 73va - 9 1va 

- f 73va, Psalm 111 ·nO·6 ·nMI. Il.et.Clf' M,"7I1)"fI,/"C 

- 9 1 va, Psa lm 130 - ~,"711), 7, .. e+'1(Jf"I. A·nl' 

(F) Saturday (za - qadamit) Psalm 13 1 - 150, ff 9 1 vb - 104rb 

- f 9 1 vb '/ ' lIhC ~,"711), IIWC} mllh-II' I'm·u-/: 

-f 104r blm 150 fl ·n;h91 M,''7I1.7.-Il,h,C fI;/'-'l . <'I~· 

(G) SUNDAY - (za - 3hud) ffl 04rb - 117rb mah a lya nabiyat, ffl 18ra -

126ra uo;)t.W oo-)Af!- 11m)"': 1Ii'l1l"'1"'} m a h a lya mah a lya zawa tu 

;.:asalomol1 'Song of Songs of Solom on' . 
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(H) fL 126ra - 136rb m·)~ t'\. <1'IC.<'9" waddase maryam and {,'H7, 'f]C/"i 

Anqa~a bereh an in three column. 

L fL126ra - 126rb column 2 line 16 za - Sanuy 

2. fL12 6vb 127 ra column 2 line 3 za - Salus 

3.fL128va - 128rb column 1 line 4 za - Rabue 

4. fL128rb - 130vb column 2 line 2 za-Hamus 

5 . ff.l 30rb- 131vb column 1 lines 2 . za - 'Arb 

6. fL 13 1 vb- 132rb column 1 line 5 . za - Qadamit 

7. fL132va - 133va column 3 last line. Za - 3hud 

Remarks 

I. t'lqt\', h an'l t t'lqA'!h tJ'lt .. . 'We begged you th e Mercifu l, we begged 

you the crealor'. It is part of lhe Morning Prayer composed in two 

columns and d ifferent handwriting . 

II. n 1920 q .?" . n{,t] mA.\'. {dIC'I?" (I)' {,t] mA.\'. '1.1'·C7.t'l an·Il ')· '! ,V.·n',·//" alA,p. 

,......Ilt'l. '/' fr]A '/·m· t'l ,) ' L-', {,t] OIA.\'. 'l,r'C?,{1 7 qan:" 'p:e:· ,/,OI' n8 'i'0I' "rao-/- I'lOIA ,~. 

,......Ilt'l. t'\ ,t'lm' 'f(Jl ':: I" I/?"g;[sic] '<;~: (!I ' {,t] (!lA.\', [h e," 7, a<]'li" r ao9"/~ 9";h<'. '/;<'­

.~. ,n'I' &-- 11'1 1" ,I'. 'n'/ ·&-- 'I 'nL ;h~OI :/' "7'101' g,'n '/'&-- t'\ OTJ I' M mA.\'. 7. I"'C'I,ll 'P ll 

Y,'n,/·t, t'\'''/I' (!IAY. ,......Ilt'l, 'I' ll .\'. 'n,/ ' t · 11'11" .\',·fH't· (!IA .~. 'IXC l,ll [s ic] t'l'l' :/:A:: -In 

1920 E. C. When Abba Walda Giyorgis Mulat and Dabtara Walda 

Sallasie reconciled after their quarel due to the land [lit. place] of Walda 

Abraham, it is agreed that Abba Walda Giyorgis will give to Walda 

Sdllasie on the 81h year after he has used [the land]. The Zdmad [sic] judge 

is abba Walda Hanna and the witnesses are mammare Mcih ratu and 

Dabtara Zagaya, Dabtara Gabra /-hywat Gezaw, Oabtara Lamma. The 

guarantor of Abba Walda Giyorgis is Dabtara Lamma. The guarantor of 

Walda Sc!llasie is Dabtara Zagaya [and] Dabtara Walda Giyorgis'. 
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The copyist of the m a nuscript is Walda Mika:;>l and donated for the 

monastery by Abba Amda Maryam and still now he is serving in 

the mona s tery . 

1. In the front s ide of the MS written Abba Amda Maryam and 

Dawit by parker, on the same page written \'\"/';:1' mb\_~, ~dl 

we-)- 'the Psalte r of mhr. {lit. yantaj Walda Ab'. 

2. f. lra-on the top side, f. 40vb, f. 74ra, fl06ra, fll8va- h as 

decorative design . 

3. f.50 -lhe fo lio is sewed in both sides, 73vb- ~,_I'." ~'~ NJ-OCh 'sa ve 

your servant' is written two times. 

4. f.1 33vb- (Il7, 9" -/1 - }~';h lj: (Il'.v,(V/ 1'Ii, "ll/-h "'lCY?" (Il"l.v,.,/, ~,?""Ih 

?,(\" ;J- mOC:h;:l" \' Ut'I· Y"{]t'I -H1 C: -------- t'I'?t'luu '?M" ~, "'J:} :: 

'And th en we wri te the praise of our Lady Mary the mother of 

God. Let her prayer and blessings are with the servant ... . .. .. . 

for ever Amen. 

5. It has only introduction of miracle of St. Mary 

6 . The code no. Given by ministry of cu lture South Wollo , 84-

IV-03. 
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Title: - Psalte r 

Physical description 

MS 5 

Parc hme nt , size 2 1x20 cm, 138 folios, 15 quires, both sides woode n 

cover with leaLher, 21line in one column. 

MON DAY (%a - san uy) - Psalm 1- 30, ffl ra - 23vb 

• f.l ra, Psalm 1 = tJ:1]/o 117.J.': : J>'} mll;:.'1' 7d 

• f .23vb, Psalm 30 h.,f'h -'·OJh(,\h· 7,"711), m7,.j',·}·;)t..C fl,}M" 

TUESDAY (za - salus); ff: 24va- 43rb 

• f.24va - Psalm 3 1 'flO''}'} 7,fl " " ).1'."/ (,\"170' ;)111)..1"170 . 

WEDNESDAY (za = Rabu e); ff44va-58ra 

• f. 44va, Psalm 61- 7!t,'/. M,"7I1), ·fl,h.C ·7· -f/. '/tJ:IH' 

• -f 58ra , Psalm 80 ·, ·t.. /-",h· f17,'711)dl ,h,C lI c'.g.),'/. 

THURSDAY (Za - Hamus) Psalm 81 - 110, ff 58ra - 72vb 

• f 58ra, Psalm 81 7, "7 II).-nrlbC ,11170 OJ·fl-" 0'1"1 nt, 7,"'1('\ n')' 

• - f 72vb, Psalm 11 0 7,7'1. ('\h 7,'711), nh·fl · (,\ .f1f' 

FRIDAY (zii. - 'Arb) Psalm 11 1-130, ff73 ra-9 1ra 

• f 73ra, psalm III - ·nO·D ·117,(\. 1Ij',t..Clf M,'711),·n,h,C 

• f. 9 1ra , psalm 130 - 7,"711), 7, ,,e. ."f-'1f11"l. ('\·nf:' 

SATURD AY (za- qadami t) Psalm 13 1- 150 , ff 9 1rb- l 04vb 

• F13 1rb, Psalm 9 1- "' lIhC 7,"711), Mi'!?:/' (lJ('\h·('\· f:'(J) ' U-/ : 

• f 104vb Psalm 150 - (t·n;h 9" M,'?ll)"flrlbC n;/' .'v\'/· 
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SUN DAY - (za -3hud) ffl04vb - 117vb (mahaleya nabiyat) 

• ff.118ra - 124 ra [mahiilaya mahiilayaza - watu za - Selomon] 

(Song of Son gs of Solomon) 

ff.1 26va- 138rb waddase maryam and Anqes berehan by three column. 

a . ff.126va- 126vb column 2 line 16 za - Sanuye 

b . ff.l26vb- 127ra column 2 line 3 Za-Saluse 

c. ff.l 27ra-128vb column 1 line 4 Za - Rabue 

d. ff. 129 va- 131 ra column 2 line 2 . Za - Ha mus 

e. fL1 3 1ra- 132va column 1 lines 2 Za - 'Abra 

L ff.l 32va- 133va column 1 line 5 Za- Qda mit 

g. ff.l 33vb-1 34ra column 3 last line. Za- 3huda 

ffl 34rb-138rb The gate of Light 'Anqa (Sa berahan 

Rema rks 

1. Every a nd cach Psalms give biblical expira tions by number eg 

(psalm l -Iuk 15) 

2. f.54vb line 14 {hoo~9' circled by red pen 

3. L56ra- \1 (1)').-/' ~,'?\I'I (sic) in th e above of the folio 

4. f. 6 1vb ~ on the h ave of the folio finish and write t'l',}M" ~,oo a nd ~\ ' I' 

has signatu re and datc but un readable. 

5 . Psalm 134 is no t fines and stop - (Olll'" llUi.) Across the see 

Psalm 147 on ly written like Dclggaw 

6. Or other Ya red books 

The wri ter o f MSS4 a nd MSS 5 is the same person , in this cases this two 

MSS are a lmost of the sam e time 
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MS 6 

Title: Anaphora of st. Mary and Prayer of Peter, Miilke 'a Mikael, 

Miilke 'a Giibrel , Siiyefa Miiliikot. 

The Ethiopia n liturgy is divided into two pa rts, the introductory pa rt 

called preparatory section. And the Eucharis tic part called Ana phora. 

Anaphora is the more solemn portion of the Liturgy, the centra l point 

of which is the great Oblation. 

The Anaphora is officially fourteen, the basic one in norma l use being 

thal of th e Twelve Apostles. In some a nc ient monasteries , a bout s ix 

other Anaphoras a re u sed. Among the fourteen Anaphora's the 

a napho ra dedicated to the ve neration of the holy Virgin Mary is used 

mostly in the church. 

Physical description 

Parchment 13 x14.5 c m. , 1241T, one column 13 lines in one folio , 10 

quires, wooden boards in both s ides with leather, one pa rchment has 

in the beginning and written only. 

1. ff- lra -27 vb Ana phora of St. Mary . It is used to the an niversary of 

St. Mary by the day of 1st, 3 rd , 6th , 16 th , 21 st days of every 

Ethiopian month a nd from Niihase 1- 15. 

2 . ff.28ra-3 9 va- Miilke'a Mikael. 

3 . ff.3 9vb-47 ra - Miilke'a Giibrel 

4. ff.47rb-50ra - Monday's praise of Mary 

ff.51 rb-56vb - Tuesday 's pra ise of Mary 

ff.57ra-76va - Wednesday 's pra ise of Mary 

ff. 77vb-83ra - Thursday's praise of Mary 

ff.83rb-92ra - Friday's praise of Mary 
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fL 92rb- l 0 1 vb - Saturday's pra ise of Mary 

fLl 02ra-118rb - Sunday's praise of Mary 

5 . fLl1 9va- 124vb- Siiya fa Miiliikot 

Remark 

(1 ) Truis m Code n o. B4-IV-016 

(2) F.50ra line 12 corrections given by the copyist. 

(3) fLlll vb-1 19ra Ziizii water [Sic] 

Zii'amen a nd yediin in ter by correction on the above of the s tatement. 

Line 10 'O'l,tln written on the top of th e word . 

Line 13 mn7,;J ("'.Il) o'l,e replace by lU 

(4) F.57 line 3 {,o'/,/), ,(.\ ;J')~{,, (.\ 'WH:. written on the top of the word . 

L 96- Line l 7,y.;J·{,,(.\ 'i 'I'P"/, - written on the a pe of th e word. 

2 . L124va 

" " 
r ' 
I :,. 

<'\ ... ' (; t.J' .. t- {,,,,p·e 

(~ . . , 
" 

i'l 

.:. Th e words inside the cross a re the na me s of the five na ils used 

during th e c ru c ifixion o f our Lord Jesus Ch ri st 
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MS 7 

Title - !?oma D~ggwa 

• 

• 

Antiphonary for the fasting of the year (~oma Ddggwa) 

It is one of th e most important compositions of St.Ya red, the 

Ethiopian Hymnologist, th is particular text is used during the 

Great Lent, is comprises liturgical songs classified for the eight 

weeks of the Lent. 

Physical de scription 

• Parchment 18 x 13 , 148ff, two columns, 25 line, 8 queries, wooden 

board with leather stamp, the code given by cultura l minister B4-

IV-10. Dated in 1960 E.C. 

• ff. 1 va-73vb Antiph onary for th e fasting of the year (~oma D;;lggwa) 

the middle part of parchment has tie in one line. 

l. Za-warada, fflra-5vb 

2 . Qeddest, ff6ra -13va 

3. Mekurab, 13vb-22rb 

4. Ma~aguy, 2 3va-33va 

5. Dabra zayt, 33vb-40ra 

6. Gabr-Her, 40rb-46va 

7. Niqodimos, 46vb-53vb 

8. Hosa'ena, 54ra-60vb 

9. Samune Hemamat 60ra-73rb 

A) ff. 73vb - 118va fin ishes the ~oma Ddggwa and write Adeheno 

lagabreka two times .How come??? [You should mention the 

contents (ff73 -1 18)]. 

B) ffl18vb- 125ra ~alota nabiyat in new parchment 
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C) ff.l26 ra- 148vb W8ddase maryam and Anqa:;>a b8rhan in three 

columns. 

-Za - Sanuy (of Monday) ffl2 6 ra-128vb 

- Za - Salus (of Tuesday) ffl29ra- 131ra 

- Za-Rabue (of Wednesday) ff 13 1rb- 133va 

- Za-Hamus (of Thursday) ff.l33vb - 136vb 

- Za - Yarb (of Friday) ffl37ra- 139vb 

- Za - k8damit (of Saturday) ffl39ra- 141rb 

- Za - 3hud (of Sunday) ffl41 va-144ra 

Inc :- ,e'}'f]L tr },"lII), ·Il (I"C ~,9"lIh MI? ~\.t\ M"lIhJ' .. . 'Praised be Lord, 

the God of Jsrael, my God ...... ' 

Des:- w~,9" ·11 ,7.. ;".-;:: (1 )· ,'\11,'1 M,uI'1I 1' ~ °'l C,f"J" wllt.h;J' f'Un· 9"t'ln 

1'!l? n'M rm Qn9" )","'l'} :: 'And hereafter, we will write the praise of 

our Lady Mary, and let her blessings be with her servant, forever 

and ever amen'. 

Remarks :-

1. The code given by cultura l minister B4-IV-I0. Dated in 1960 E.C. 

2. Decorative design in the 1 st folio on the top of the MS. 

3. Donated by margeta Gabra Haywot W8bshat a t the end of the MS 

4. The date of the copyist written at th e back of the MS . 

5. ff73vb - 1 18va finish es the ~oma D;)ggwa and writes Ad8h;)no 

lagabr8ka two times 
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MS 8 

Title : - Soma D~ggwa 

Physical description- Parchment, size 15xI9.5, 137 ff, 15 queries, both 

side's wooden cO\'er but it is broken and sewed. 

1. One Column (Psalm) 

2. Three columns Waddase Maryam 

3. Two columns (The day of saints) 

4. Sa'alnaka- it is a part of Salota kidan, column two, the style of 

writing the one is bold and the other is small on the folio lastly it 

says 'this Psalm is belong to yaneta Abba walda Ab. 

ff 73b-finishes the Psa lm and write Adahano la-gabrake two times 

ff74a se lota nabiyat in new parchment 

Ff26a-136b Waddase maryam and 'Anqa ?a berahan by three 

columns . 

• Za - Sanuya (Monday) ff 126ra- 126vb column 2 line 16 

• Za - salusa (Tuesday) ff 126ra-127va column 2 line 3 

• Za - 'arbu (Wednesday) ff 127va- 128rb column 1 line 4 

• Za - hamuse (Thursday) ff 128rb- 130vb column 2 line 2 

• Za - arbe (Friday) ff 13 1va-132vb column 1 line 2 

• Za - kaclamit (Saturday) ffl 31vb- 132rb column 1 line 5 

• Za - 'ahud (Sunday) ffl32rb-133ra column 3 line. 

m?dJ"'// n'(),'i: m·)l f'l.'1 M, ''l?,'//:' ''' o'le'!'?" mOt.h;J· \' Ut'\· 9"1lt'\ ,)'Ot- t'\ ' }t'\ t71J '71'\9" 

(,o'I:}:: 

• ffl 33rb- 136vb 'Anqa ?a beraha n by two columns 

• f 137ra The festival of the Apostles, St. Mary and Lord Jesus 
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Inc :- Oflt7o ~, 'O 0l0lt\~ Olt7o '}t.fl ;'-.1.',.1'1 ~IVP" ~I:I'- "Il 'lV' Olnnl1· 7,'(h.t. 11:)­

II/lfl"';J 'm,9J 1'\ .:J-oJ· 'H· 'nY.c M" (" (h'}fl 7,1'111 ("(h'}fl l'\'}I'\17D ,}M" 11"'7:} 1'l,{'.I1.'} 

1'\.e11· '}:: 'In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit one God 

amen. Behold 1 began writing {the boo Ie of] Ziq, w hich the scholars of 

Gondar are composed it from John to john foreve r and ever amen, leet it be 

let it be '. 

Des: - (Il7,9" '/1 '}l',;h'!: (O.P,t'I,,/ M,'?'II7I}', a'IC)'9" 170 0ll1;J' ('VII· 9"1'111 1·0t-

1I,}1Il7D ,}M" {lo'L'}:: and hereafter, we will write the p raise of our Lady 

Mary, and may her blessing be w ith her servant, foreve r and ever A men. 

Re marks:-

1. f2vb line 1 1,5 lines a re written by very small style 

2 . ff50ra the parchment is sewed. 

3 . ff64 rb, lie 18-20 a nd ff. 66va, line 15-18 a re circled by pen . 

4. The writer of th e MSS 7 and 8 are the same when we see the use of 

the sen tence a nd stile of the writing. 
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M S 9 

Title:- Soma Odggwa 

Physical description- Antiphonary for the fasting of the year­

Parch ment, 18x 13cm, 142ff, two column 24 line, wooden board and 

written by sine, the code given by cultural minister 134-IV-OI7. 

On the eve of the fast 

OlT'] 'H 'm S!: tr L )(9" 'in th e eve of the fast' 

1. Za - warada 

2 . Qaddast 

3. Makurab 

4. Masagua 

5. Oabra zayt 

6. Gabr - Her 

7. Niqodimos 

8. Hosaana 

9. Samuna Hamamat 

-Remarks 

1 - t , 'I: '/ 'OtiC OM'I' -1' '<;'''1: ) ':: ' /'I a o7' rf, <i: lI 'I'I1f\'/,e lT'] ';'.)- m,'l'LI" n-}'I'~~ : : liMA, 

mil t , u ,jl (1)'7 ,11 fIX',h,'} ~,o 'n 'pen trial, on the day of Saturday. This book is 

belonging to Taklii Haymanot who bought by his money. The one who 

steal and ruin it, let he be condemned, Amen .' 

I t has the fo llowing too :-

La - Amlak - yedallu 

La - fa llus - yadallu 

La - maheyawi - yadallu 

La - Iyasus - yadiillu 

La - krestos - yaclallu 

La - Mangestu - yadallu 

La - azazu - yadiillu 

Ui - abayu - yadallu 
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Lii - Hemamu - yediillu 

Lii - Miiskiilu - yediillu 

2 -ln other place 'fl o~ 116, " '" flOt'l ", o~ fl ' ;>'1'0 aIM 1'1, 1'I C;f!.-'" OJ ~,h' f!.- '" 'floC:: 

. 'pen trial, on Wednsday, s inner , pen whether it is good and bad'. '11 l( OD 

.\7:} [sic]:: ;«OD ,\';:}f!.-'" 9"fl11C C; ')' {d,?')?" flO'P9" fl1 '}.I',C9" ~,OJ",.i' ',OJ':: 'This 

Soma Doggwa· The ;wma DiJggwa is a masterpiece [lit. a witness], it is 

difficult to find it whether in Sawa or Gondar, it is true'. 

Miniature: In the beginn in g it has decorative design (Ha riig) on the 

tops ide a nd between the columns. 
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Title: Soma Daggwa 

Physical description 

MS 10 

Antiph onary for the fasting of the year, Pa rchmen t, 23x22cm, 88ff one 

column 29 line , wooden board, paper cover in th e beginning it has two 

free folios. 

I t s tarts 3z1 zasan uy 

(A) ff.lra-64vb Soma Daggwa -Antiphonary for the fas ting of the year-

the middle part of the pa rchment is sewed in one line. 

I. Zawa rada 'The one who descended from h eaven', ffl ra-6vb 

2. Qaddast 'th e Holy', fflra-12va 

3. Makurab, 'Synagogue', ffl 2vb-17vb 

4. Masaguy, 'The s ick person', ffl8ra-25vb 

5. Diibra zayt, 'mount of olive' - ff2 6va-3 1 va 

6. Gabr -Her , 'The good servant' - 3 1 vb-42rb 

7 . Niqodimos, 'Nich odimu s' - 43va-48vb 

8. Hosa'ena, 'Hosanna' 49ra-53rb 

9. Samuna Hama m a t, 'Pass ion week' 53 rb-65ra 

(B) ff. 65 ra-88vb Mastagaba . 

Pa rchme n ts binding with soma Ddggwa column 2, 6 lines . 

Malka 'a waddase 

Remarks : 

The code of cultura l and tourism B4- IV-25 

At the end of the MS som e folios a re lost 
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MS 11 

Title :- Ziq 

It includes different literary composition which is not primarily 

composed by s t .Yared but in serted according to the day in which 

particular hymn ological service is conducted . The manner of composition 

followed the tradition and pattern of St.Yared 

Physical description 

Parchment, 13xlOcm, 157 ff.S quires, one column, 16 line in one 

column, without wood and leather cover. The 1 st folio unreadable 

in case of damage. The parchment is injured so the firs t and last 

folios are too able to red. 

l. f. 2 ra Abba Gabra Hanna written in h and . 

2. fAvb the parchment has h ole 

3 . f.6vb line 9 ('1111·>,"}) given correction 

4. L 7ra line 6 Holy Spirit in circle 

5 . f.l Orb both sides it h as hole 

6. L12va-th e las t line written (11101'\.\' II ?,I\ 1'\" ,/. ?"lJL''' '1I 'on me , by your 

shadow of Mercy'. 

7. L1Svb ( .f'(IJ.c.\~:) is written. 

S. L 19ra in lhe a bove s ide ((IJ(,\.~. 7,'?II:(\ rh.C)written. 

9 . L25ra-b- both s ide it has hole 

1O.L43va line 10 (MW.P . . (\,/,(,\+) is circled by the write r. 

11.f.67vb it is bold a nd diffe rent hand writing for the other hand 

writing. 
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MS 12 

Title: Miilka'a Gubaye 

I t is th e collection of miilks (poems) on thc prophets, the Apos tles 

and the various Martyrs . 

Physical description 

Parchment 88ff, 21.3x20cm, 8 quires, two column, 22 line in one 

column, wooden boards both sides b roken for two and three, the 

wooden caver leather remove. It has two parchments in the 

beginning and unread statements . 

1. ff.l ra-4vb malka'aQusqwam 

2.ff.5ra-9ra malka'a Maryam 

3.ff.9rb-2 I vb miilka'a Wedda se Amla k 

4.ff.21vb-3Iva malka'a Jyasus 

5.ff. 3 1 vb-33rb Tamaharta habuyat 

6. ff. 33rb-36rb miilka'a 'Arba yatu Ensasa 

7 .ff.36rb-40rb malka 'a Mikayel 

8.ff.40va-41 vb malka'a Giibrye l 

9 .ff.41 vb-43rb malka'a Aragawi 

lO.ff.43rb-47va miilka'a Tiiklii Haymanot 

I I. ff. 4 7va-50ra miilka'a Iyiisus Moya 

12.ff.50ra-52vb miilka 'a Es1;ifa nos 

13.ff.52vb-54vb malka 'a Yohiinnes 

14.ff.54vb-59ra malka'a Giyorgis 

15.ff.59ra-64va miilka'a Gabrii Manafes Qaddus 

16 ff.64vb-68ra miilka'a Edom 

17.f.68rb-73vb Laadam fasikahu 

18.ff.75ra -82 r b malka'a Hann 
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19.ff,83va-88vb malka'a ~age 

Colophon: the n8 me of the copyis t is Giibra Marya m but the elate is 

unknown. 

Remarks: 

The code of ministry of culture 8 20 - IV - 57 . 

f, 82va line 19 (7,'}Ot·) circles by pen. 

f,82rb column 2 line 1 instead of OhoD MY. 1'\(I)C\.e:h. 'as h e 

bov\ed down [or your son; written OhaD MY. IIh. r·o,/): given 

correction by pen. 

The parchment is injured 
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MS 13 

Title: Md'raf 

It is common of the office for the whole year and composition of st.Yared 

is dedicated to the orderin g and guiding of how to use the primary 

liturgical son gs and Book of Psalms for the annual li turgical Year. 

Physical description: Parchment, volume 19x24cm, 129 folios, and 9 

quires. Three columns . Thirty-two lines to a page. Very fine h a ndwri ting, 

without leather cove r (th e back cover partly re stored). Preserved in a 

double leather case with satrap . 

1. ff.1 ra-21 vb praise to be song during feriaI???[Funeral?????] 

offi ces. I}D()l·1> t1'rti'} OIl'P(),;} ,.,g" (,',hln M'n (,'mln:: ~'.I!n li 'lIUdlrltC 

'1'.<\.11 :).I'.;} 'l'.<\.n ih.l'w· IIIU~ulIW"l ' .... 'M;)'raf of a ll times from 

Yohannes (the new year) to the Yohannes (the coming new 

year) Holy God, Holy the Almighty, Holy everlasting and 

immortaL .. ' 

2. ff22ra-37va E'vening office 9"11 'lh li9"(,',hln M'n ("m 'ln 

3 . ff37vb-45vb morning office I}D()l·l;, 1I) ' lU 

4. ff46ra-71rb Night office 

a . ff46ra-52vb the proper night office 1I000w.!!:n rnlintlJDUC 

rn n 'no i'} UII 'l' ().;} 

b. ff.53ra-71vb morning office, forming part of the night 

office 9"()G·r,. IIn ·nml" )' 1,1, 

5. ff71 vb-87ra Ferial???? office during lent 9D()l.1> IIr,Rq,u'll 

6. 87ra-95rb headings of psalms and canticles of the old and 

New Testaments to be sung at the different hours . IIr,CMI" 

l}uU~ lU.!!: '~W (I 'HR' Ii'lltr ... 

7. ff95rb-11Ovb songs called aryam. M 'I"} r,C.l'1JD w~ ll,"lih MIl' 

n R .!!: 'I' IUJ 'n Ii 'lIU> 
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8 . ffl1 1 ra- 122va W::lddiise Maryam for the days of the week 

ff- 11 1 ra- 11 2 rb Monday 

ff-113va-1 14ra Tuesday 

ff-114rb- 116va Wednesday 

ff-116vb- 118vb Thursday 

ff-119ra-120va Friday 

ff-120vb- 121ra Saturday 

ff-121ra-122va Sunday 

9 . ffl22vb-129rb flgD'\). l\ 'IIU- HI'rH' 'UI, M' lJn, (1)' lJn, it.\' 

A- ffl22rb-125ra 0 Lord h ear my prayer halle luyah ... 

8 - ffl25ra- 129vb ~,C.l'9u lJn, it.l' flli·n IJn, it.l' nw"~ lJn, it~l nuul.tfl -l-.I\.n -1-.1\"'1 

ILUlJ ']n~. nqn nl!;:jl'ih 'h 'Aryam (A kind of service booles, organized by 

St. Yared) halle luyah for the Father, halle luyah for the Son, halle 

luyah for the Holy Spirit, the first hymn, you may do f estivity with 

happiness'. 

Remarks: 

l. ff, 1 ra, 3 rb, decorative design on the top s ide 

2. ff,3va,5rb,9rb, 11 ra, illuminated boarder design separating th e 

main section of the MS. 

3. ff,20vb, 23vb, 28ra, Ornamental band in black ink fra ming the two 

columns of script at the top and on both sides. 

4. f.56ra - '11 ou!l'm!;: IHh(l l.\"Cl.fI 'This book is belong to Tiiklii Giyorgis' 

5 . f- 129ra the bottom s ide of the m s written .tt) ·no c 'pen trial' and 

same design by parker but it is difficu lt to explain. 
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Chapter IV 

Conclusion and recommendation 

Th e scientific way of s tudying and li s ting of selected manuscripts 

demanded a number of cond itions . These include the existence of books 

to be selected , itemized a nd ready for descriptive analysis. Cataloguing is 

a scientific way of describing Mss , publica tion , etc ... and preparing a well 

demo n s tra ted production. The refo re I hi s work as well fac ilita tes su ch 

qualities especially for philological studies. 

Cataloguing h elps to provide a digital copy oOf a book and manu script 

that were preserved for gen erations on library and archive shelves before 

it was carefully cataloged to make the world's books and human literary 

h eritage easily discoverable. In systematic cataloguing m a rks, notations 

a nd other margi nalia present in the original volume will appear in 

catalogue so that the reader may have and easy access to the importance 

and extra significance of texts. Catalogues serve as usurer guidelines by 

making lite rature, which is rare to fin d widely accessible; therefore work 

of cataloguing should be taken as a prominent programs of higher 

in s titutes and the church itself. 

In addition to this, safety to books and m anuscripts which a re ones 

catalogued must be rega rded as a nd immedia te work of the government, 

academic institu les , and the custodian of the manuscripts not to be 

misused by indi vidual interests. The monastery of Dabra l:Iayq St. 

:J s\iphanos Abuna Iyasus Mo'a Monastery communal monastery some 

times referred to as Dabra l:Iayq St. Abu na Iyasus Mo'a. was one of the 

most important re ligious, political cultural and educationa l ce n te rs of 
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of cataloguing should be taken as a prominent programs of higher 

in s titutes and the church itself. 

In addition to this, safety to books and m anuscripts which a re ones 

catalogued must be rega rded as a nd immedia te work of the government, 

academic institu les , and the custodian of the manuscripts not to be 

misused by indi vidual interests. The monastery of Dabra l:Iayq St. 

:J s\iphanos Abuna Iyasus Mo'a Monastery communal monastery some 

times referred to as Dabra l:Iayq St. Abu na Iyasus Mo'a. was one of the 

most important re ligious, political cultural and educationa l ce n te rs of 
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Ethiopia. The foundation was a turning point for the history of 

monasticism , evangelization, political system and education in Ethiopia. 

Before Abune Iyasus Mo'a became the head of the church on the island, 

he was serving in the church of Saints Peter a nd Pa ul, which was located 

at the bank of the lake. He later on became the head of l:I ayq St. 

3s~iphan6s church, which founded some 400 years earlier, (Gadle Abune 

Iyasus Mo'a). It was discu ssed widely that Abune Iyasus Mo'a was the 

founder a nd abbot of the St. 3s~iphanos as a Monastery . He was one of 

the most eminen t personalities of Ethiopian Monasticism; He stayed in 

Debra Damo for seven years devoting much of this time to the learning, 

coping books and studying soli tary contemplation. Due to thi s, he is 

renowned for hav ing left a large collection of m anuscripts including his 

own manuscripts of the Gospel at l:Iayq. The gospel he wro te is the on ly 

illus lraled manuscript of that time kept in Ethiopia. Abuna Iyasus Mo'a 

played a chief part in helping Emperor Yekuno-Amlak to obtain the 

throne. In reward to the prayer and supporl of the Abuna Iyasus Mo'a he 

endowed the monastery with pri vileges, by giving the office of 'Aqqabe 

sa'at (which is the first ecclesiastical position in the royal court)". The 

'Aqqabe sa'at was a n importa nt office consulted on internal or external 

affairs of state. Abuna Iyasus Mo'a also managed to chan ge the Church 

into the most important monastic school of church education some times 

suffered to as the first ideal unive rsity of the state . Many young students 

from among the local Christians a nd from far areas e nrolled in to the 

school. 

Dabra l:I ayq 3s\iphanos monaste ry was not only a spiritual center for 

monastic teaching and other ecclesiastical academic excellence but was 

considered the h ighest regard ed lile rary a nd artistic production ce nter of 

its time and th e centuries after. The Museum and Library building is a 
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three leve l build ing that was specifically m a de to serve the purpose. The 

fir st fl oo r of abou t 72 squ a re meters is dedica ted entirely for museum, 

the top leve l servt:s as offi ces and lower level is a m a u soleum. 

Th ere a re a lso several manusc ripts and books arranged acco rding to 

their chronology one of which is the gospel copied by Abune lyasu s Mo'a 

which is considered to be the earliest illustrated a nd wri tten document 

exi sting in Ethi opia . Some hi storia ns claim based on thi s Gospel that 

was no written documen t before the 13th C, until the Gos pel written by 

monastery narra te and justify the high s tanda rd of education and 

academic excellen ce of the p lace. Some were a lso gifts from the im po rta n t 

kin gs of the country. This s hows th e monastery's importance in 

understanding the "medieval history" of the coun try. So that cataloguing 

the abundant m a nuscripts have several be nefi ts : 

Thus, the gen eral ideas and remarks, of this paper (on few cata logued 

MS S) can be discussed in few words a s follows :-

• Proper preservation of heritage. Most valuable and priceless 

m anuscri pts, kept in treasurie s, by creating convenien t document 

and ph ilological a rchive for future researchers . 

• Education for people who need the li te rary achievem ent of th e 

place in the h istory of Ethiopia . 

• Protection and promotion. The p roper cataloging of ma nuscripts 

has enabl ed the t reasure nnd res pon s ible bodie s of the monastery 

to h ave easy registrat ion, inventory a nd control. 

• Development of new posts has created new learning opportuni t ies 

for the m onastic community co llege students and cultural s tudie s 

which m ay be conducted by the region or a nyone in the future. 
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• Along with the cataloging of the manuscripts of Diibrii Hayq there 

are issues which may compel us to think towards important 

measures of avoiding all treats that endanger the safety of Mss. 

These an' mostly known as internal and external endangerments. 

Internal t:hreats a re Ignoran ce, lack of knowledge of current 

problems, loss of tradition, and economic instabilities. External 

factors are the absence of national security for illegal trafficking 

and religious fundamentali s m from both Christ ian denominations 

as well as non-Christian missions. 

• Promoting na tiona l, historical, regional, and local wisdom in the 

educational setting of the technique of cataloging or making books 

available for cataloging. 

• Preservation of indigenous knowledge through the movable and 

immovable heritages for once own development. 
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Plates: 1 

The picture of the monastery 
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Plates: 2 
The wooden boards bound with cloth 
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Plates: 3 
The wooden boards bound with leather 
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Plates: 4 
The wooden boards bound with semi leather 
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Plates: 4 
The wooden boards bound with semi leather 
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Plates: 5 
An example of broken wooden boards 
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Plates: 6 

An example of MSS without wood and other cover 
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Plates: 7 

An example of injured MSS 

" .' .... 'I..~ .-t:"~ .flL 

., ... ~.. fI 10 (I 

PO' h d"l.. , ..,..,. Uf '" I-
.,.. ,..... ... .. .. . ~.~. ... 

) 

ht.-"" p . "h.-' .L~1\ 
~-=-....,..~.J:' OJ ) .. ., 

,..\,4 It 

«"t. .. v ~ Vb ..... ~ 

.," . """ "-11. ... " .. . 
C~ CD-"'-t:: ro'tf-",. 
If""'" h l .! l:Dlt JIl..,,, 
a.""'It-~A"-"'" 

56 

Plates: 7 

An example of injured MSS 

" .' .... 'I..~ .-t:"~ .flL 

., ... ~.. fI 10 (I 

PO' h d"l.. , ..,..,. Uf '" I-
.,.. ,..... ... .. .. . ~.~. ... 

) 

ht.-"" p . "h.-' .L~1\ 
~-=-....,..~.J:' OJ ) .. ., 

,..\,4 It 

«"t. .. v ~ Vb ..... ~ 

.," . """ "-11. ... " .. . 
C~ CD-"'-t:: ro'tf-",. 
If""'" h l .! l:Dlt JIl..,,, 
a.""'It-~A"-"'" 

56 



Plates: 8 

An example of folio before starting the MSS 
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Plates: 9 

An example of decorative folio on all sides 
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Plates: 10 

Unusual handwriting on the top margin 
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Plates: 11 

An example of decorative folio on one side 
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Plates: 12 

An example of different handwriting in one column 
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The list of MSS in l;!ayq St. 3stiphanos Abun e Iyasus Mo'a Monastery 
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