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ABSTRACT 

Urbanization has become a major global phenomenon and rhe de~'liny of our planet. This 

process is highly facilitated by population growlh. technological and injrastrucillral progress. I, 

has a strong potential to bring profound changes in the entire living condition of residents both 

posillvely and negatively although the former by far Ollt ways the later. This paper analyzes 'he 

stale of urbanism and living condition of residents in Dcbre Markos /oll'n; the capillJ/ of Eastern 

Cojjom Zone of Amhara regional sla/e. 

The general objective of fhis study is /0 assess fhe socio economic and housing siluOlion of 

residents oj Debre Markos tOWI1. A cross-sectiollal srudy design was used. 71lc stlldy employed 

both quantitative and quolillllive research methods, flamely household survey, in-depth 

interviews, key informant interview and observation. A 10tal of 38./ sample household heads 

were se/ected through systematic random sampling for Ihe sun'ey. On lOp of this in deplh 

inlerview was employed with 8 resideflls and one key informam from town adminislratiOlf office. 

The findings revealed thai in Ihe past few years the town has wilnessed a tremendous spalial 

expansion as a result of the hOI/sing demand created by the growing populalion. 11 has also 

shown a significant improvement in terms of infrastructure and small and micro enterprise 

developments. Service providers are mushrooming and the cons/ruction seClOr is in progress. 

The town is characterized by significant homogeneity in terms of language and religion 

indicating the fact that it isfarfrom being a cosmopolitan center. Local social organizations are 

negatively influenced by the urbanization process. Regarding 011111101 income 11I0S/ of the 

respondents are found 10 be 101l'-income urban households. 11 also revealed that the mojorily of 

households had access to an improved source of drinking water. /n terms of quality, the large 

majority of houses are of substandard class thai is mainly buill out of wood and mud maleria/s. 

Unemployment, absence of publiC places and inappropriale sonitalion and waste mwwgemenl 

are identified as challenges for the de\'elopmenl of the town as a growing urban cemer. The 

silldy recommended the need to imprm'e the environmemo! and physical conditions of the area 

through public participation and further strengthening of Ihe role of micro sand small scale 

enterprises to create employment opportunities. 
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CIIAI'TER ONE 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1 BACKGROUND OF nlE STUDY 

Urbanization has become a major global phenomenon and the destiny OfOlif planet. This process 

is highly facilitated by population growth, technologica l development and infrastructural 

progress. II is an important aspect o f development and the word "urbanization" is widely used 

not only to denote inrrastructural progress but also urban behavior. In prcsent·day Ethiopia, the 

urban population is one of the lowest in the world at only 17 percent. But the number is projected 

to increase to 30 million (around 23%) in 2030 out or lhe predicted 129 million total population 

of the country. This is partly explained in relation to the fast economic growth witnessed in the 

past decades which is also changing the urban landsc<lpe of the country (CSA 2007). 

Being one of the urban centers of Ethiopia, Oebre Markos is one of the growing towns with morc 

than 93,000 population size consisting of seven Kebeles and one worada. It was founded 161 

years ago by Ted la Gualu, a ruler of Goliam. In 1845 Oejazmach Tedla founded Mcnkorer, 

presently known by Oebre Markos; and lived there for near ly three decades. In 1874 the first 

Church that of Saint Markos was bui lt in Menkorer. Just a year afier and onwards, the town gOI 

the name Oebre Markos after the church of SI Markos (Oebre Markos City Service <IS cited in 

Esubalew 2006). It is argued that the availabi lity of rivers arollnd the town (such as WI/seta, 

Chemoga and Wlllrin), vast open field fo r cercmonial celebration and graz ing purpose as wel1 as 

productive rura l hinterland around the town can be among the important reason that made the 

place preferable for the ruler to locate the administration center at Oebre Markos town. 
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Regarding the occupational distribution of inhabitants in the lown. there arc a number of resident 

who are employed in the civil se rvice, trade, small· sca le industries (woodwo rk, metalwork and 

so fort h), handicrafts (like weav ing. and sewing) and a number of o ther peny businesses. A 

sign ifica nt number of househo lds also earn their live lihood by brewing and se lling homemade 

beverages like Tella, Arekie, and Tej (Go.ijam Vision. 2004 as cited in Esubalcw 2006). 

Although Dcbre Markos is relatively old, historical and has been an im portant center of 

admin istration and commerce of Goliam reg ion for a long period o f time, it has hardly shown 

any sign ificant development. There is a saying that states "YO II con go and find Ihe palace of 

King Teklehaimanol wilholtl any trouble" which is a clear indication of long standing stagnation 

of Debre Markos town. Set of reasons could be ascribed which are responsible fo r keeping the 

status que of the town in its undeve loped state (Esuba lcw 2006). 

As clearly described in Mahmud (20 11), it is on ly recently that the town has begu n showing a 

certain progress in its infrastrllctural and soc ia economic circumstances. Thc town is witnessing 

tremendous change in this regard and become taking the basic features of urban centers in terms 

of diversificatio n of economic act ivities, physical expansion, infrastruclural progress and 

different higher inst itutional establishments. 

Having become a University town, Debre Markos is showi ng the feat ures of urbaniz ing towns 

and its socio economic impacts. Some years before the establishment of the university there was 

a teacher tra ining co llege at the outskirt of the town following the road way to the region's 

cap ita l Bahirdar town. That was a time when the town has started to benefit out of higher 

educational institutions just similar to other towns of the same phenomenon. The mushrooming 

of several service providers in the town, such as cafes and restaurants, hotel, barber. pool houses, 
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internet serv ice providers are a simple indicators of a growing urban center as a result of 

diversification in terms of various socia economic aspects. 

A number of banks and financial institution have been set up in the town as the result of the 

commerc ial and economic activities mushrooming in the town. Current ly, branches of state­

owned banks, private banks, insurance companies and small credit and saving institutions arc 

operating in the town. Micro finance institutions (MFls) ha ve bee n estab lished and are operating 

towards reso lving the credit shortage prob lem orthe poor that IIrc st riving to make a li ving Qu I o f 

the petty bus inesses (Esubalew 2006). These arc all indicators or tile growing business activities 

which can be seen as vita l force in fueling urban development process of the town. 

Condomin ium hous ing units can also be mentioned as positive emerg ing features of the c ity, 

since an urban center is one that makes possible the concentration of many people with in limited 

space there by facilitat ing real urban life style. Olher changes related to the deve lopment of 

infrastructure and services have come about fo llowing this housing and population concentration. 

Even though we are evident with all these positive changes in the town, the entire living 

condition of the residents is not significantly improved. li enee , In line with these changes which 

are observed in Debre Markos town, the actua l li vin g condition of residents has to be 

scientifica lly stud ied to have general information regarding the town's de ve lop ment and further 

morc to gu ide the course of urban develop ment direction. So this stud y is intended to provide 

rich and relevant information on different aspects of the study people. It will also elicit further 

studies on the area. 
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1.2 STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 

In any researc h there are particular needs that ca ll for the researcher to conduct a study in a given 

area. As clearly described in Marczyk et ai, (2005). the choice of a research topic can be 

influenced by factors such as sc ientific field with in which the researcher works, interest and 

motivation of the researcher to so lve a particular problem, the existence of previous researches 

and theory. Fo r the launch orthe very initial move, in most academic research projects, it is the 

researchers' interest which lakes the chie f credit. For this study all the fac tors mentioned here 

could have been factors behind the researcher's mot ive to study in th is area except the ex istence 

of previous researches in the study area. The abse nce of previous studies undertaken on the 

urbanism and liv ing condition in Debre Markos town focusing on its infraslructu ral and soc io 

economic aspects posed difficult y on stat ing about the research problem and ind icating 

methodological and subject matter gaps. 

In the proct:~s of review ing thc literature related to the topic, the researcher didn't find any 

previous study which can adeq uate ly addressed the issue at hand. However a number of studies 

were conducted touching the issue under consideration in one or another way. These previous 

contributions were not conducted in the study area. Despite all these there are two vita l research 

works conducted in the study area of some form of re levance for this study. The firs t was a study 

conducted by Esubalew in 2006 entitled "urban poverty in Debre Markos". The study has 

identified average month ly income, r..'lmi ly size, educational level, and disease inc idence of the 

households as determinants of pove rty and [l lso estimates the incidence of poverty in the town to 

66%. This is an indicative of the low rank ing soc io economic status of residents. But thc primary 

focus of this study was poverty which is the major gap fo r the current study in terms of thematic 

area. It also didn' t address the state of voluntary urban associations and thereby community 
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solidarity of the people and patterns of social life. There is also a time gap for this study as nearly 

eight years have passed with a possibility of fast change observed in the lown related \\ilh 

infrastructural and economic changes. 

The second study was conducted by Tiwari and Tiwari (2012) entitled "(Ill overview of Solid 

Waste Management Syslem in Debre Mflrkos Town of Elhiopia". The study assessed the problem 

of solid waste collection in the city and the finding indicated that only 40% of waste is co llected 

and that the trucks transport ing waste are not for so lid waste transportation purposes. [t I1lso 

mentioned that there are no standard transfer stations in the town. These arc indicators of poor 

env ironmental protection in the town even though urban life in its very nature generates more 

waste. Th is is due to the fact that urban residents arc users of enormo us commodities of waste 

generating potential in relation to the ir socio economic status. This research is relat ively recent 

so that it can be used as good input for this study regarding the environmenta l management 

system of the town. 

In relation to this Mahmud (20 11) mentioned that like most urban centers of the country; Debre 

Markos town has been facing various problems. These include insufficient and sub-standard 

infrastructure prov isions, insufficient public fac ilities, acute shortage and deteriorat ions o f 

houses, poor san itation, and unemployment. 

Urban growth is a complex process that rerers to the phenomena in wh ich different changes takes 

place in a certain location given that the soc iety ways of living fundamentally cha nged. These 

changes are apparent in the size of the populat ion, economic circumstances, physical 

environment, social interaction and other different cultural aspects. Due to its posit ive corre lation 
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of cities w ith development activities, most countries of the world have been involving in such 

phenomena w ith different magnitude (Mahmud 20 II ). 

All in all it is vita l to investigate the genera l living condition of urban res idents in an emerging 

town in connection with the inevitable process of change-urbanization. The researcher firmly 

believed that this is poss ible by appreciating the emerging progresses and pointing out the 

general soc io economic fact of the residents. As it is pointed out in the background part of the 

slUdy, Dcbre Markos town is becoming morc urban these days and ev ident for tremendous 

change in a variety of circumstances. So these situations demand a study which can examine 

urbanism as a way of life and the general living condition o f res idents of the lown. 

Conducting a research on the urbanizat ion and the general living condition of residents in the 

urban areas of Ethiop ia is an increasingly important issue of consideration for research si nce the 

findings will form an essential guide for government who is trying to achieve sustainable urban 

development. The researcher has tried to limit important varia bles in connect ion to the socio 

economic and housing situation o f residents. This research is expected to fill the knowledge gap 

in this respect and also to motivate futu re researches. More over it is an essentia l part o f the 

researcher's learning process as it 's primarily aim is for academic purpose. 
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1.3 OBJECTIVES OFTI-IE STU DY 

1.3.1 Genera l objective 

The ma in objective of this study is to investigate urbanism and general living condition of 

residents of Dcbre Markos town. 

1.3.2 Specific objectives 

Specifica lly, the study ai ms: 

}.- To assess the current physical infrastructural development s o f the town. 

:;;. To examine the state of local organizations in the lawn. 

}.- To invest igate the income and employment situation of the residents of the town. 

:;;. To assess the housing situation and related facilities in the town. 

1.4 SCOI'E OF TilE STU DY 

It is necessary to establish some boundaries to Ihis thes is. Geographically, this study was limited 

to Dchre Markos town. Regarding the issues intended 10 be in vest igated; this study is limited to 

present the major soc io-economic and infrastructural facts that revea l the actual li ving conditions 

and status of the residents of Debre Markos town. In this reg<1rd the housi ng and rc1<1tcd faci lities 

and economic characteristics of sample responde nts arc analyzed. The study also investigated the 

stale of local social organ izations and major physical infrastrucwral devclopmcnts witnessed in 

the past few years in the town in re lation to the process o rurban iza tion. 
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1.5 SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY 

Despite their contribution for urbanization and supporting the lion share of urban population, 

there are no extens ive studies conducted in growing towns of Ethiopia. Thus this research might 

serve as a pointer in directing the attention of researchers towards emerging towns outside the 

prime city. Since the study encompasses comprehensive information on the infrastructural and 

socia-economic reality of the urbanizing town of Dcbrc Markos, it can provide government, non 

government organizations, po licy makers and researchers with relevant informntion that can help 

them to make appropriate decision and design the necessary imcrvcntion and development 

strategies. 

1.6 LIMITATION OF THE STUDY 

No research is complete and free from limitat ions. This papcr too is, therefore, constroined by the 

following: data obtained in some sensitive variables such as income and savings may not be too 

accurate since few respondents were not willing to tell exact amounts. The responscs therefore 

might not be 100 percent perfect. The sampl ing frame used in selecting the surveyed households 

was the Kebele registry that included only those households whose houses had house number. 

Thus some information that could have been collected from households without house number is 

missing. In addition to this, respondents who were living in Kebele houses were highly 

suspicious and hesitated to give information. This is due to fear of being driven out of their house 

for different reason as they thought the informat ion is go ing to be used by the Kebele and town 

administrations. The researcher tried to reduce the suspicion througb explaining the primary 

purpose of the study. Basica lly, the researcher views the study he has undertaken towards 
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preparing and fina lizing this thesis as part ornis pcrsonallcarning process. So that the researcher 

prefers to let the thes is deve lop in the process. 

Similarly the households which were included in the study were from the lawn only (Ocbre 

Markos) and other towns in Ethiopia were not incorporated in this study. Resca rch result s 

therefore arc limited to this part icu lar town and cannOl be generalized to other lowns in Ethiop ia. 

Last but not least, the budget prov ided to undertake the research was too small and the study 

would have been made more comprehensive had it not been the casco 

1.7 ORGANIZATION OFTIlE PAPER 

This thes is consists of five chapters. The first cll:lpter consists o f subsections such as 

background of the st udy, statement of the proble m, objectives of the study, significance of the 

study, limitat ion and organizat ion of tile paper. It also co nsists ofa descript ion of the study area 

whic h gives the demograph ic and geograph ica l account of the town. 

Chapter Two, the literature rev iew, dea ls with the clabomlion of the concept of urbanization and 

its different definitions includ ing a review of various theories of urbanization. It also narrates the 

trend and extent of urban izatio n process in deve loping cOllnt ries incl uding Ethiopia. This chapter 

also looks at the opport un ities (progresses) and challcnges observed in urban centers of Ethiopia 

in the past few years. 

The t hird chapter consist s of detailed discussion of research methods of the study. Th is chapter 

sheds light on the design and the mcthodological approach of the slUdy including the different 

data collection instruments. 

Chapler Four dea ls wit h the data presentation and analysis. This chapter is further categorized 

in to two different separate parts to fac il itate the discussion. Part I contains discussion of the 
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major physical infrastructural developments of Debre Markos lown. Part II is the section or the 

chapter that conta ins the discuss ion of the data collected through household survey. Finally. 

Chapter five summar izes and concludes the study; by highlighting its key findings and made 

some relevant recommendat ions. 
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CIIAI'rER TWO 

REV IEW OF RELATED LlTRATURE 

2.1 INTRODUCTION 

As Marshall and Rossman ( 1995) discussed on their article entitled ' liow to Cond uct the Study' 

poi nted out that rev iewing literature helps to understand more the subject or research issue. It 

also he lps in collection of basic and quantifiable information that is re lated to the objective of the 

study and enables to know whether the topic has already been researched or not. It also helped to 

deve lop research questions and conceptua l framework orthe study (Etcncsh 2007). 

Based on this fact the researcher has tried all the best to undertake ex tensive readings on the 

subject. With regard to literature related to the study, much research has been conducted in the 

past on the subject of urbanization, its dynamics and di ffe rent aspects o f urban life incl ud ing 

theoretica l deve lopments. These studies on urban centers have a lso shown trends, extent , causes 

and consequences of urbanization on people's life. 

The follow ing is a brief review of these and a few recent li teratures on the subject with a 

part icular atlention to urban centers of Ethiopia. Despite the ir contribution for urbanization and 

supporting tbe lion share of urban popu lation, there arc no extensive studies in medium and 

emerging to wns of Ethiopia on the subject. The researcher tried to inco rporme other countries 

experience to fill the literature gap in searching relevant informat io n to the study. 

2.2 The concept of Urbanization 

Man has inhabited the earth for some half million to one million yea rs. But neither villages nor 

towns ex isted unti l after the Neolithic revo lution. It was only some 8 to 10,000 years ago that 
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separate permanent settlements became important forms of human habitat ion. Prior to aoout 

3,000 B.C most population agglomerations wcre relatively small and are, perhaps, appropriately 

designated as vi llages or towns (Hauser 1957). 

Industrial revolution is one of the leading factors that facilitated the process of urbanization and 

gave rise for the development of urban centers in the world. Urbanizat ion is literally known as 

the ratio of urban population to ru ra l population of the state. It is defined as the continuous 

process of change of population from rural to urban. In addition it is also explained as the growth 

of the urban centers both in economy and population (Adem 2010). 

Rather a relatively comprehens ive definition of the concept of urbanization is provided by 

Brunn, Williams and Ze igler (2003) as it is stated in Owoadc 2007:5). They defined the concept 

as follows: 

"Urbanization is a process im'olving two phases: Olle, the movement ofpeopiefrolllihe 

rural to urban placej~ where they engage ill primarily nOI1 agricuflllraf occupations, and 

secondly, the change in lifestyle Ihal results from /ivillg in places of populalioll 

concentration that we cali lowns and cities. The ill/porlallt \'{Iriables in the first phase are 

population density and economic functions and the importallt variables il/ the second 

phase are sociological, psychological, and behavioral ". 

Similarly urbanization is also secn as a transitory process, albeit one that is socia lly and 

Culturally traumatic. It moves popu lat ions from traditional-cultural environmcnts with informal 

political and economic institutio ns to the relative anonymity and more formal institutions of 

urban settings (Henderson 2003). 
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The factors that are used to define urbanization arc varied; these var iations portray vantage 

points. The demographic strand is dominant in defining urbanization, i.e. using the number of 

people living in a sctt lement to define urban-rural category. l3ut fundamentally. urbanization 

involves socio-cultural, economic, legal or administrative and spat ial factors despite the degree 

of emphasis given to each factor varies with the background of professionals dealing with urban 

issues (Kamete 200 I as cited in Adem 20 I 0: [8). 

When one observes the defi nit ions of urban places, it involves many concepts sllch as complex 

division of labor, density, size <l nd characteristics of the built environment. However, most 

analysts relay on population size wit hin boundary area th3t scp3rate urban pl<lcCS from rural 

areas. Since the count ry's nat ional definition of urban areas vary, many now usc the Unitcd 

States definition ofurb<ln loca lities (20,000+) and cities (100,000+) to standardi/c comparisons 

of urban development across nations both in devcloped and developing countries (UNECA, 1968 

as cited in Adem 2010:19). On the basis of the above minimum population threshold in ',hich a 

given area has to support to be an urban center, Debre Markos town with more than 93 thousand 

population concentration can e<lsi ly be considered as emerging urban center of Ethiopia (may be 

even large). This makes possib le for the util ization of different relevant urban theoretica l 

perspectives with great care to m3ke possible for the bettcr expl3nation of urban charactcristics 

in this study. 

From these definitions above and agreement among researchers, there are certain vari<lbles that 

characterize urbanization. These variables include: demographic changes. conccntration of 

economic activities within limitcd geographic space which are presumably triggered by 

industrialization, spatial expansion of settlements and changes in people's lifestyles (O\-.'oadc 
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2007). This idea makes Sure that urbanization is widely accepted as a process \\lith severa l 

consequences, such as social, economic and environmental (Dociu & Dunarintu 2012). 

Today, the world's urban population is three billion people - the same size as the world ·s total 

population in 1960. During the 20th century, the world's urban populat ion increased more than 

ten·fold (Owoade 2007). The current pace of urbanizmion began in Europe at thc timc of the 

Industrial Revolu tion and gradually spread to other parts of the world. Until mid 20th century, 

urbanization was seen as a process that was largely restricted to Ihe core regions of mercmllilist, 

industrial capita list and monopoly capitalist systems, where it had produced tremcndous levels of 

urban development across large parts of Europe as welt as North America countries (David, 1996 

as cited in Adem 20 I 0). 

These days Cities and towns have become the primary human living space. Since 2007, more 

than halfofthe world's population has been living in urban areas and the figure is estimated to 

exceed 70 per cent by 2050. Th is is a hal lmark of the transformation of humans' economic base 

and soc ial structure, in as much as, prcviously. popu lations li ved and worked primarily in rural 

areas (UN 2013). 

Driven by this momentum of nurturing and fostering prosperity, the city has been historically a 

locus of innovation, dynamism, trans formation, increasing effic iency, productivity as well as 

value addition. It has also provided a liberating milieu, improving the quality of life and 

promoting higher fOnTIS of aesthetic and cultural representation (UN·DESA 2010). For the future 

urbanization is one of the major processes which mankind has to use·and which it has to seek to 

guide·as industry and commerce raise leve ls of living for the masses of the people. 
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2.3 Theories of urbanization 

Many thinkers have shown interest in different aspects of the issue of urbanization throughout 

the wortd. Urban theory is vital for the interpretation of phenomenon in the city and aims to 

provide a genera l understanding of city life in different ways, focusing on the essential 

characteristics of the urban life and experience in the urban environment (Elbendak 2008), But at 

the same time any attempt to synthes ize and apply urban theories to African or less developed 

cities has to be interpreted with care, A great challenge has been how to apply theories of urban 

types developed in industrialized countries to rapidly urbanizing city in a non·industrialized 

country (Owoade 2007), The di scllssion below is a review of a couple of urb.1n theories of 

different thinkers which are relevant to understand the process of urbanism and li ving condition 

of city life. 

2.3.1 Wirth's theory of ' urbunism as" wily orlif.:' 

From the foregoing, I understood that urb..1nization theories cut across the globe and at first I tend 

to discuss the Chicago School's emphasis by Louis Wirth, Different disciplines, including 

geography and economics, attempted to distinguish the characteristics of urb:lIl life, With regard 

to sociologica l approach, it is wirth who developed the theory of 'urbanism as a way of life' to 

explain urban life style. Accord ing to Wirth (1938), Urbanization produced 110t only the city as a 

physical and economic struclUre but, also 'urbanism as a way of life ', He has perhaps most 

succinctly indicated the way in which such aspects of the city as size, density, and heterogeneity 

of population have innuenced the nature, frequcncy and intcnsity of socia l contact and, therefore, 

the nature of the process of soc ialization and ofhurnan nature itself. 
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Wirth's position maintained that the impact of the urban community was rcncctcd by its size, 

density. and heterogeneity, and that these factors were considered key determinants of social 

organization, attitudes and behavior. In addition. he identilied urban life as being composed of 

secularization, secondary-group associations, and increased segmentation of social roles and 

poorly- defined norms that led to alienmion. He and his follov.ers considered these phenomenon 

as 'effects' of urban development to be held separate from the consequences of cultural values or 

industrializ.1tion, which were assumed to be constant - although all cities, whethcr in the past and 

the present, display these characteristics (Elbcndak 2008). 

Wirth's (1938) famous statements made on Urbanism as a Way of Life provides an operational 

definition of urban to assess its effects on individuals, and the forms of social organiz.1tion which 

emerge within urban fo rmat ions. However, Wirth provides no conceptual definition of urban, 

and most of his critics in responding to his theory simply ignored the conceptual basis for and the 

"why·' of the urban formation issucs altogether. 

The peculiar dominancc of urban areas over rural communities hinges on the fact that social, 

political and cultura l infrastructures like commercial, administrative and financial institutions arc 

concentrated in cities. The density of seulement and degree of heterogeneity emphasize that 

urbanism, as a characteristic mode of life, may be approached empirically from their interrelated 

perspectives: (I) as a physical structure comprising a popul<ltion base, a technology and an 

ecological order, (2) as a system of social organization involving a characteristic social structure, 

a series of soc ial institutions, and a typical pattern of social relationship and (3) as a sct of 

attitudes and ideas, and a constellation of personalities engaging in typical forms of collective 

behavior and subject to characteristic mechanisms of social control (Wirth 1938). 
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Fischer (1972). in his review and extension of Wirth's model of urbanism. considered "helher 

size. density. and heterogeneity cou ld be regarded components of a comlllOn factor which he 

referred to as ·'urban." He expressed the view that helcrogencil). which could be measured in a 

variety of ways, would render the efTort to opcmlionalizc urban using Ihe three factors \-cry 

dimcult and challengi ng (Frank lin 2008). 

2.3.2 T heory of Hum:1Il eco logy 

Iluman ecology as a theo retica l parad igm was deve loped to describe the structure and evolution 

of the American city, pri mari ly Chicago in Ihe 1920s- 19305 by Robert I)ark and Burgess. 'I hey 

defined human ecology as the study of the spatial and temporal organization and rclatton of 

human beings with respect to the selecti ve, distributive and accommodative forces of the 

environment (Flanagan 20 10). It generally refers to the study of the dynamic interrelationship 

beh\.:een the human population and the physica l, biotic, cu lt ural and socia l characteristics of their 

environment and the biosphere. Urban ecology is no t a distinct area of specialil..'ltion such as 

sociology and ant hropology; it is rat her a body of knowledge about the urban mi lieu derived by 

applying a human eco logica l form of reference. It hns undergone massive revision, emerging as n 

very powerfu l too l for both practica l and theoretica l pu rposes (Elbcndak 20 I 0:99). 

Park and Burgess (1925) deve loped a Darwinian positivist account of the actual socia-spatial 

organization of the city in term of land use funct ions and residential segregation. They argued for 

process of ecological competition in an urban environment, the competition among spec ies to 

occupy niches in natura l environments. Groups \\ere differentiated by ethnicity and class 

(Elbendak 2008). 
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Park (1952) noted that natural environments arc often characterized by the presence of n 

dominant species wh ich seems to impose order on the whole system _ not in terms of social 

group as such, but rather by reference to the component of urban space which commanded the 

highest land va lues . The ce nt ral business district is the pattern of kmd in a series of rings 

surrounding the central business distr ict (E lbcndak 2008). 

It is based on strong assumptions aoo ut the interactive role of population dynamics. market 

competition, material technology (e.g., tra nsport infrast ructure), and the built environment in 

making and remak ing urban life. These assu mptions became the predictive clements in how 

modernization theory would view subsequent developing country urbanization as being dri\cn 

by factors, such as indust rialization. tcchnological progress, information penetration and cultuml 

diffusion (Flanagan 20 I 0). 

This optimistic prospective view was very dcve lopmentalist in heralding thc loorc positive 

outcomes of accelerated urbanizat ion in the developing world. but on ly to be challenged by the 

morc depress ing rea lity of economic and spatia l inequalities, as well as other socia l problems 

from urbanizat ion in poor countries (Smith 1996 as cited in Peng Chen & Cheng Nd). 

Based on the above discll ssed theoretica l understandi ng of an urban environment, the researcher 

tried to look into the general liv ing cond ition of residents in thc study area from the angle of 

socio-demographic, economic and housing aspects. These wil l he lp us understand how the built 

up environment of the town looks like including the commercial acti\ ity and business 

diversification. In addition the socio demographic characteristics and local social organizations 

of the town are examined to have some idea of how they are dealing with the changes resulted 

from the process of urban ization. Th is will further help us understand what makes Dcbre Markos 
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town unique from the other urban centers regarding the presumed urban characteristics e\'en 

though the town is far from being a cosmopolitan center to be directly vic\\ed by these 

theoretical explanations without any scrutiny. 

2.4 Oven'iew of Urba nization in developing count ries 

Nowadays, the critica l urba n growth occurs in developing countries. Number of cities had 

emerged which support more than one million people Silt in Ali'iea and Asia (cspccin lly in 

China and India). It is argued that 95% of the current world 's urban grovvt h takes place in the 

developing world where cilies ga in an average of 5 million new residents every month. Such 

rapid urban expansion is particularly notable in Africa and Asia where the urban popukllion will 

double between 2000 and 2030. By 2030, thc towns and cities of dcvcloping coulllries will make 

up 81 percent of urban humanity (UN habitat, 2010 as citcd in Oejenc 20 II ). 

Natural population growth is the primary factor in Africa's urban expansion. whilst rural·to· 

urban migration, infrastructure development, national po licies, private sector forces, and other 

powerful socio·economic and political processes, including global il ... 1tion, drive urbaniLation 

across the wider developing world (Oociu & Dunarintu 2012). 

The urbanization process in developed countries was gradual and related to social and economic 

conditions improvement, wh ile urbanization in the developing Countries is a sudden explosion 

caused mainly by rural·urban migration and without significant development of industrialization 

(Adem 2010). The main features that characterize urbanizntion in developing countries and more 

specifically the sub.Saharan Africa includc: sprawling cities beyond the limits and capacity of 

loca l authorities to provide basic infrastructure and socia l facilities, rapid increase of 

unemployment and urban poverty. growth and expansion of informal settlements, deterioration 
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of existing infrastructures and socia l services and proliferation of the inform.',! sector (ilabitat 

1996 as cited in Owoade 2007) 

Although rapid urbanization in developing countries has accompanied by 3n increase in urban 

poverty, poor quality social services dclivery and unemployment. it is the product of economic 

development, which also reduces poverty and increases living standards. It improves the over-all 

economy but exacerbates urba n inequalities. It is also equally important to note that even though 

the process of urba nization correlates with economic deve lopment of the continent, similorly it 

affects the liv ing cond itions of urban res idents particuhlrly the poor who have insignificant 

access to basic amenit ies and deprived of the quality of social services (Mahmud 2011). 

Therefore, in Africa urb..'lnization processes inexorably associated with many challenges and 

problems. Overcrowding, co rrupt ion, poverty, environmental degradation, pollution, inadequate 

transportation system, poor quality of urban service delivery, mismanagement, insecurity i.c. 

high erime rate in the crowded cities, inequality are huge problems (Mahmud 2011). 

2.5 Urbanization in Ethiollia 

As a major component of the socio-economic and po litical dynamics, urb..1nitation undem:cnt 

different phases in Ethiopian urban history. This section is going to highlight the long standing 

historical account of urbanization, current urbanization trend, opportunities and challenges 

related to urban centers of Ethiop ia. On top of this the current national urban development policy 

of the country is also discussed in order to see the major foclis areas and development directions 

of Ethiopian urban centers in the present time. 
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2.5.1 History of urban iza tion in Ethiopia 

Ethiopia has a long history of urbanization that developed next to the ancient Egyptian 

civi lization in East Africa. Though the process o f urban deve lopment has been marked by a great 

deal of discontinuity, historica l evidences show that the long history of Ethiopia was not without 

some form of urban ep isodes (Shishay 20 11). The first systems of towns were deve loped during 

the time ofAxum ite civi lization in small parI of the northern high lands of contemporary 

Ethiopia But disappeared during the t ime when the Axum was destroyed (Yohanncs 2005). 

Much of the urban history of Eth iopia following the Axumitc period was characterized by the 

absence of fixed urban centers. This has resulted from the political nomadic that prevailed in the 

country until Min ilik II was able to built Addis Ababa as the permanent seat of the governme nt 

at the end of the 19th century (Akalu, 1966 and Horvath, 1969, in Kebede, 1994 as cited in 

Adem 2010). 

Jun ius (1997) asserted that factors such as physical, soc io-economic and po litica l situation of the 

country have hampered the emerge nce, growth and deve lopment of urban centers in Ethiopia 

during the long history of the country (Kebede, 1994 as cited in Adem 2010). 11 is also found that 

countries with a long indepe nde nt urban history have lower degrees of urban concentration than 

countries with a recent colonia l past. The late nineteenth and early twentieth century's constitute 

a period in which Ethiopia entered an important new phasc of urban deve lopment. The political 

and economic developments of this period greatly impacted the status of urbanization in the 

country (Yohannes 2005). 

During this period Ethiopia became urbanized rapidly due to the interplay of a variety of new 

forces. The first oflhese began at the end orthe 19th century, at the time whe n the expansion of 
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the Shewan hegemony over much of Ethiopia resulted in the establishment of II series of garrison 

towns which performed political and military functions. The emergence of nc'W small towns 

following the construction of the Addis Ababa to Djibouti railway line is the next important 

factors (Adem 2010). 

The Italian invasion (1936- 1941) had also a great impact on the spread of urb.1nilolion in 

Ethiopia. The development of infrastructure to link the rural areas to the nearest lowns, the 

construction or other fac ilities such as health centers, schools, communications and the allotment 

of free urban land for settlement without personal links to individual landowners fostered the 

migration orrura l population 10 urban areas. The most important contribution made by Italians to 

modern Ethiop ian urbanization was the establishment of an urb.1n market with monetary 

remuneration fo r services (Bjeren, 1985 and Assefa, 1993 cited in Adem 20 10). 

According to Mesfin (1970), deve lopment of many Ethiopian towns passed three historical 

stages. First towns emerged around rural markets. The push factor therefore was economic. 

Secondly, some towns mushroomed to make rural administration effective and smooth where in 

the politics played a significant role. Third, introduction or technology that was characterized by 

complex spec ial ized and advanced economic sys tem into Ethiopia gave birth fo r many small 

IOwns and cities (Adem 2010). 

2.5.2 Current trend ofurbaniL1tion in Eth io pia 

The fact that the world urban population has increased over the centuries is evident everywhere 

we turn and that the worlds future is an urban one can be described as a truism. lienee, less 

developed countries are also becoming rapidly urban (Owoade 2007). Similarly In present-day 

Ethiopia, the urban population is only 17 percent (CSA 2007), which is one of the lowest in the 
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world. But the number is projected to be 30 million in 2030 out of the predicted 129 million 

general populat ions. The urban population increase should not be seen as a liability as it might 

create opportunity and market. 

The urban population of Ethiopia is concentrated in few urban centers and the urban system of 

the country is dominated by Addis Ababa, which has status as a primate cit), i.e . ranking as the 

first urban centre, with 28.4% of the total population of the country (M inwuyelet 2005). Baker 

(1986) found tbat small towns in northern Ethiopia served only as reg ional markets. In assessing 

the growth and functions of srnallurban centers in Ethiopia, he noted thaI these centers provide 

important ranges of economic and social services even though the utilization of services found to 

be problematic due to the inadequate access ibility (Adem 2010). 

2.5.3 Progresses and challenges of urb:U1 centers in Ethiop ia 

According to Knox (1994) urbanization is driven by a series ofintcr-related processes of change; 

economic, demographic, po lit ical, cultural, technological and social. The overall result has been 

a tendency for more and more people to li ve and work in increasingly larger towns and cities 

(Owoade 2007). Therefore it is inevitable to have a vast opportun it ies (progresses) and 

challenges related to the process of urbanization. As the case is the same for our countl)', it is 

better to see the assets and liabil ities of this process in the first place. The progresses and 

cha llenges of urban centers in Eth iopia arc discussed as follows. 

2.5.3.1 Progresses observed in urban centers of Et hiop ia 

The optimistic view on the effects of rapid urbanization holds that urbanization and population 

growth can be good in fuelling the economy with fresh labor force and inspiring technological 

progress paving the way for economies of sca le and thus economic growth (Ethiopia 2011). This 
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idea is also supported by Yeraswork (2013) which argued thm when lhe nHe of urbanization is 

higher. this shows that the peoples' liv ing condit ion is also getting better at a faster rate. 

Urbanization and urban growth are considered as a modern way of life and centers of varieties of 

human opportunities which all can highly contribute to socio-economic growth and development 

(Firew 20 I 0). In general , urban residents ha ve higher rates of literacy. lower rates of fertility. and 

more economic opportunity (Rosan, Ruble& Tu1chin2000). 

The assessment of deve lopments during the last ten years in Ethiopia has shown that businesses 

have been growing and developing in parallel with urban growth and development. There is a 

general understanding that business development goes hand in hand with urban deve lopment. 

Business improvement and deve lopment can only be conceived in the realm of sustained urban 

growth and deve lopment (Mathewos, Abebe & Solomon 2011). Furthermore the concentrmion 

of economic act ivities resulting fro m the large number of investments including property 

dcvelopment and building (,;ollstrllction subsequentl y anraets many people (Pradolo 20 12). 

Since the fall of the Derge, a federal government structure was put in place that has invested in 

large public in frastructure (primarily roads, but {llso on electricity {lnd telecommunications). In 

addition to improvements in infrastructure and education, the government has sought {l more 

liberal policy towards markets and resource flows and acknowledges the significance of 

urbanization (Oorosh & Schmidt 2010). 

2.5.3.2 Challenges fac ing urban centers of Ethiopia 

Urbanization is a transformative process. As countries urbanize, they advance, develop and 

become richer. Unfortunately progress has not been evenly spread and prosperit y has not come 

to everyone. The process of urbanization and its intended benefits has not been without it s share 
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of problems: Poverty, ch ild labor, human exploitation, poor access to education and healthcare , 

environmental pollution, loss of traditional knowledge, culture and identity are rampant in many 

parts or.he world (UN-DESA 2010). 

Simultaneously we have witnessed the perverse outcome of chaotic urb.1nization resulting in 

slum formation, the physical manifestation of urban poverty. As urbanization is predominantly 

propelled by the search fo r opportunities to realize the hllmu n potential, the search for prosperit y 

is thus one of the ma in drivers behind the existence of cilies (UN-DESA 20 I 0). 

Urbanization and urban growth are considered as a modern way of life manifesting economic 

growth and development. Despite the positive changes an examination ofurbani7..ation and urban 

development in Ethiopia faces a number of physical and soc io-economic problems due to its fast 

pace which aggravates urban poverty (Tegenge 2000 as cited in Feyera 2005). The causes of 

urban poverty are interlinked, stemming from such factors as employment insecurity, sub­

standard housing, poor health, low leve ls of income generation, vulnerability to market shocks, 

:md limited education (Eric Shouyu & Qin 2010).These urban challenges arc discussed below 

under three headings: hOlls ing, environmental and sanitation and socio economic problems. 

2.5.3.2.1 Housing problems 

Housing in its present day definition is more than just a shelter but include the env ironment and 

all necessary infrastructures that make man's entire life comfortable. It is a key determinant of 

quality of life which can be measured at individual, househo ld, and community levels. It has 

economic, socia l, psychological and physical significance which support community functioning. 

The need for adequate and decent housing is now part of the central focus and an integral 

component in Nat ional strategies for growth and poverty reduction (Olajide 2010). 
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When we see the housi ng conditions in urban Ethiopia the 0 hi· .. f h , vcm c mmg majority 0 t c 

residential units are poorly constructed and very much Jacking quality. On the basis of the data 

from the 1994 population and housing survey, about 80 percent of all urban housing units in the 

country are made of wood and mud (wattle and daub), 73 percent have earthen floors. On top of 

this around 42.3 and 39.2 percent of urban housing units have no toilet and kitchens facilities 

respectivcty. Regard ing electr ic ity, approximately one fourth of all urban housing units in the 

country have no private electric meters in their housing unit (UN-IIABITAT 2007). 

2.5.3.2.2 Environment a nd sanitation problems 

The environmental and sanitary condition of urban areas has a serious effect on the health status 

of all urban residents. While the entire urban population suffers from poor environmental quality. 

the urban poor tend to be the most vu lnerable as they are often living in margina lized parts of the 

city, contiguous with waste sites and we ll beyond the reach of water, sanitation and othcr 

environmental services. The negative consequences of poor environmental quality impact every 

aspect of their lives as we ll as the health of the commu nity at large (Olajide 20 I 0). 

The urbanization phenomenon in Eth iopia has been associated with environmental problems in 

most cities, including Addis Ababa. Among the problems are urban sprawl, solid and liquid 

waste management; water, air, and noise pollution; illegal settlements and the degradation 

of open green areas. Open green areas in particular have been placed under extreme pressure, 

thus threatening their abil ity to maintain basic socio·economic and ecological functions (Mpofu 

2013). Generally the problems of land use and circulation, slum, poor housing and bad 

environmental sanitat ion are among the more acute of the problems associated with urbanization 

(Hauser 1957). Improving services in these areaS is a practical challenge because of their 
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haphazard layout. As a result poor households are more vulnc bl t I' I d' ra e 0 mu t tp e tscase \ectors 

associated with poor environmental health problems in most urban areas (ECWUP 2003). 

2.5.3.2.2 Socio economic problems 

The origin of most Ethiopian urban areas ;s administrative and military purpose. Presently, 

secondary cities or medium towns of the count ry arc developed mainly as a result of being 

chosen as regional or zonal administration seat in disregard to their socia-economic dynamism. 

Whenever there is a change in the admin istrative sci up, these urban centers either decline 

quickly or being replaced by new ones. The problem for the sporadic or continuous aggravation 

of urban poverty in Ethiopia, could therefore. be explained partly by lack of socio- economic 

dynamism (Esubalew 2006). 

Ethiopia's urban centers are characterized by a poorly developed economic base. a high level of 

unemployment and a worrying incidence of poverty and slum habitation. Urban unemploymcnt 

is estimated to be 16.7% - and up to 28.6% in Add is Ababa. The overall urban uncmployment 

rates as registered in the Urban Biannual Employment and Unemployment surveys of October 

2003 and April 2004 were 26.2% and 22.9% respectively (MoWUD 2007). This accounts for the 

highest share testifying to the serious problems of consequences among higher number of street 

children and homeless people have become common features in many intermediate and bigger 

urban areas of Eth iopia (Esubalew 2006). Another key feature of the urban sector in Ethiopia is 

the prevalence of the informal economy. In early 2000 the urban informal sector accounted for 

almost 40% of urban employment (Mo WUD 2007). 

Marginal living conditions for the poor are an inevitable outcome of rapid urbanization that leads 

to the agglomeration and dens ification of those with limited access (Peng Chen & Cheng Nd). 
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Nearly 40% of the Eth iopia 's urban dwellers live below the po'e- I' 0 'd' f h ~ "y me. ne m Icator 0 t e 

magnitude of urban poveny is the proportion of the urban population that li\es in slums-about 

70% of the urban populat ion is estimated to live in slum areas. Generally Like most de\-eloping 

countries of the world, urban centers in Eth iopia, are generall), characterized, therefore, by a 

host of problems including high leve l of unemployment, poorly developed economic base, and n 

worrying incidence of poverty and slum habitat iOIl (MoWUD 2007). Overall insecurity or urban 

livelihood is also common features of tile urban poor in developing countries including Ethiopia 

(Esubalew 2006), 

2.5.4 National urban development policy of Ethiopill 

Iluman be ings are distinct from other bio logical organisms because of the kind of regulators they 

use to define, modify and control their living conditions. Current trends in flows of natural 

resources, people, goods, money and information and patterns of occupational diversification as 

well as level of poverty and environmental degradation in Ethiopia reflect a dynamic process of 

eco logical, economic, soc ial and cu ltural transformat ion that needs to be better understood and 

guided towards better direction using the changing situation as an oppo rt unity (Adem 20 10). 

As one of the oldest independent nations in the world, Ethiopia has a lo ng history of indigenous 

urban development (UN-HABITAT 2007). In order to ensure the realization of the GTP that the 

government has endorsed recently, more vigo rous urban development programmes and projects 

will be required (Mathewos Abebe & Solomon 201 1). The PASDEP strategy has the objectives 

of promoting the ro le of urban areas in the overall national development (MoWUD 2007). 

The current government of Ethiopia be lieved that urban development is one of the core 

components of its five year development strategy which known as a plan for accelerated and 
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sustained development to end up poverty between 2005/6 and 2009110. PASDEP aims to focus 

on four important issues of urban development: suppon for micro and small cmerprise (MSE), 

integrated housing deve lopment, improved access to land infraslruclUre and services. and 

promoting urban-ru ral and urban-urban linkages (MoFTED 2006 as cited in Dcgefa 2008). 

The policy and the strategy are further articulated in the Integrated lIousing Development 

Programme (IHOP), which has multi-secloral goa ls, viz., provis ion of affordable and low-cost 

housing, empowering urban residents through property ownership, job crcation and income 

generation, and improvement of quality of the urban environmental, infrastructure development. 

ete. and the urban renewal programme (Mathewos, Abcbc & Solomon 20 II ). 

The government init iated its focus on Ethiopia 's cities and towns after GC 2000 (EC 1991). 

During the following 5 years the focus was on developing institutional and organizaliona l 

frameworks and on capacity bui lding. The government has given increased attention to urban 

deve lopment and management in the last 2 or 3 years by including an " urb<1Il agenda" as a key 

component of its Plan fo r Accelerated and Sustained Development to End Poverty 2005/06 to 

2009110 (MoWUD 2007). All these are ind icators of the increasing attention of the government 

given to urba n areas in terms of po licy fo rmulation and intervention in order to tlie change the 

socia economic status of urban residents. This will further improve the GOP share of urban areas 

in the national economy. 
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CII APTER Tll llEE 

RESEAIlCIl METIlOIlS 

In this chapter the researcher has tried to clabormc the method of research utilized in conducting 

this study. Hence the approaches, research design, source of data, method of data collection. 

sampl ing desig n and method of analysis are discussed. 

Choosing a research method is not about decid ing right from wrong or truth from falsehood 

instead the goa l should be to se lect an approach that is su itable for the task at hand. The selection 

of research method depends on the nature of what we arc trying to describe, the likely accuracy 

of our descriptions, purposes of the research, and on the resou rces available to us. Specifically 

qualitative and quant itative approaches ditTer in pu rpose, [ocus, met hod, and criteria for truth. 

Regarding the purpose, qualitat ive research is mo re descript ive than pred ictive. The goal is 10 

understand in depth the viewpoint of a research part ic ipants and searching for meaning. 

Realizing that all understanding is constructed, difTere nt research p,lrticipants arc going to have 

difTerent interpretat ions of their own experience and the socia l systems within which they 

interact. For these reasons, the qua litati ve approach is typicall y less concerned with aggregate 

general izations. Us ing quantitat ive data we might fi nd a statistica lly significant relationship 

between an independent variable and a dependent variable, and we Ill ight even have some 

ground to speculate about causa lity between these two variables. 

On the other hand there is no single suitab le method to conduct social investigation on complex 

issues and anyone of the soc ia l research methods is not free of limitations. Therefore this study 

employed methodo logical triangulat ion. As clearly stated in Yeras\ ... ork (2010), Methodological 

triangu lation is the utilization of several research methods in a single investigation in order to 
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gather relevant data for the study. This involves the use of mUltiple sources of inform3tion. unit 

of analysis, unit of observation and methods that can be employed in one and the same research 

scheme. He also further explains the concept of triangulation as follows: 

"The fact that the social sciences do not denl willi natllre and Itaillral phenomenon 

concerning which it is often pos!)'ible to prodllce 'hard data ' does IIOt make them 'easy ' 

bill ralher 'difficull sciences '. One of fhe dijJiclllfie.\· Ihflt !)'ucial science researchers jace 

relates 10 the availabilily of no single salisfaclory method oj empirical illve!)·tigalion, bllt 

several Ihat are mlltually compfell/enlary and joimly ca/x/ble oj 0\'Crcomin8 the 

limitalion of the individual methods" (Yeraswork 20 I 0:65). 

Due to this fact, the researcher understood that dealing with complex and dynamic urban 

phenomenon needs methodological triangu lation as the appropriate approach to cnsure the 

validity of findings. For example, in formation gathered through interview is crossed·checked 

with other research methods. This improves the quality of data and consequently the accuracy of 

the findings and it is particularly valuable in the analysis of qualitative data. The following table 

shows the short summary of tile methods, unit of observation, unit of ana lys is and method ordala 

analyses which were triangulated in this study. 
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Table 3. 1: primary data gathering through tl d I . I· . me 10 oog_en tnangulat lOn 

§!ICCiliC objectives Unit of a na I) sis I Unit of ome n alio n ;\l ct hod of d aHl ('o ll« lio ll 

l- To assess the recent >- Debre markos :- Town administration Key informant interview ~ 

infrastructural developments of 
town officials 

;- Observation 

Dehre Markos town >- Town 

l . To assess the housin g situati on >- HOlLseholds >- Sample of hhd heads :- IloLLsehold survey 

and related fac iliti es in the town >- Dchre Markos >- Town :- Observation 
town 

-
J. To examine the stale of local >- Households > Sample of hhd heads ;- Iiouschoid survey 

organizations in the town. :- Key in formants >- In depth interview 

,. To examine the economic >- Households :- Sample of hhd heads >- Iiousehold survey 

situation of residents in the town >- Key in formants >- In depth interview 

3. 1 Data Type :md Source 

Primary and secondary data from di fferent sources were employed for this study. 

Secondary Source: Pertinent documents to the stud y such as books, previous wo rking 

literatures, statistics facts and figures were utilized. Unpublished materia ls were a lso used. 

Concepts and issues related to the study, government publications, and books of relevant topics, 

UN- Habitat reports, and thes is dissertations, urban deve lopment documentation of the count ry 

and anything fo und to be important in one or the other way were used and acknowledged. 

Primary Source: To obtain information on the physica l, soc ial and economic profile of residents 

of the town empirica l data were collected through struct ured question nai res, in depth interv iew 
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and observation. The structured questionna ire was posed to the h d f h h h Id Th easoteouseos. ey 

\~ere interviewed about the socio demographic characteristics con 10 t . d , p ymen status. mcome an 

saving of the household. The housing and related facili ties \vere also addressed. The data 

regarding membership to local organizat ions and community sOl idarity of residents (such as 

Ekub, Edir, and Mahiber) was a lso included in the questionnaire. Besides, author's experience 

whenever needed was incorporated particularly in co nnection with the community tics. The 

writer was a resident of the study area and this made possible for the author to draw conclusion 

by supplementing the data with observations and li fe experience. 

3.2 Research des ign 

A cross·sectional su rvey design was used to conduct this study whereby data collection process 

was undertaken at one po int in time. Descript ive study prov ides mo re informal ion about 

characteristics within a particular fie ld of study. Its purpose is to prov ide a picture of situations 

as they naturally or act ually happen. It is also u~cd for the purpose of ide ntifying problems with 

current practice, just ify ing current practice and mak ing judgments. In line with the aim and 

objectives of the study, the researchcr wanted the respondents to describe their entire li fe 

conditions with regard to soc io demographic, emp loyment, occupation, me mbersh ip to volu ntary 

urban associations and the general housing condit ion includ ing connection to different services 

of the households. 

3.3 Methods of Data Collection 

In order to generate detai led and va lid information and to compensate the pitfal1s inherent in 

each research method, this study employed househo ld survey. in·depth interview, key informant 

interview and personal o bse rvation. As clearly described in McNei ll & Chapman (2005), 
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anybody who wishes to st udy any aspect of the world about them has to decide \\hat methods 

they are go ing to use. Their decision is made on the bas is of their assumptions about what kind 

of th ing it is they are studying. The justification for choosing each of the data collection mcthods 

and the nature of each data collection is discussed as follows. 

3.3.1 Houschold sUn'cy 

Survey as a data collection method was se lected due to the fact that the researcher believed that it 

is possible to address the major variables which are important to meet the spec ific objectives of 

the study. These var iables were easily included in the preparation of tile structured questionnaire 

and alt the necessary information related to these variables was gathered through Ihis method. 

Through household survey quantitative data was collected consisting of the socio cconomic and 

housing characteristics of the households. The household survey was admin istcred to the heads 

of the household included in the sample. 

3.3.1.2 Sample size 

As it is clearly stated in Fowler (2002 as cited in Firew 20 10:25) a standard statistical approach 

is important to determine the desired sample size . Standard statistical approach was utilized to 

determine the sample size which is appropriate to the tota l study population. The equation is 

discussed as follows: 

Accordingly, the size of sample (n) was given by; 

n=Z' p (l'p)/d', where, 

n=desired sample size when population is greater than 10,000 
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z=the standard number variable at a required level of con tid h' h . . I cnee W Ie IS 95% wlIh the Z score 

is 1.96 for this study 

p=the proportion of target population estimated to have the characteristics being measured which 

is 50% for this study (this proportion is the co 'h mmon lor t e studies whose variable arc nol 

estimated yet) 

q=l -p 

d=lhc standard val ue of the confidence interval or margins of error which is 5% with Ihe standard 

value orO.05 for this study. 

Thus, n=z2pq/d2=> (1.962) (.5'.5)/(.05)2=>384 

A size of 384 samples is adv isable to ensure rcprcscnlntiveness for a certain study given that the 

total population ranges between 10,000 and 100,000. Therefore this sample size was adequate 

enough to conduct this particular study in Oebre Markos town by tnking entire households of the 

town as a unit of analys is. 

3.3.1.3 Sampling design 

A multi-stage cluster sampl ing was employed in order to get the final sample households. 

According to the new administrative arrangement Oebre Markos town has 7 Kebeles and one 

worada which were reduced from 12 Kebeles of the old administrative division. In the first stage 

four (4) Kebeles were randomly selected from seven Kebeles. The Kebeles are further classified 

in to sub-Kebeles or '·SEFER". So In the second slage sub-Kebelcs or 'SEFER' were randomly 

selected. This is due the fact that the exhaustive list of households is found under their sub 

Kcbcle or 'SEFER'. Accordingly there are five to eight sub Ke bcles under each Kcbcles. Hence 
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four sub Kebeles were randomly selected and included in the sample. Finally, in the third stage 

the households from the randomly selected sub·Kebeles or 'sefer' were included. The sampling 

frome of the households was taken from the respect ive Kebeles selected in the first stage . Hence 

samples of384 households were selected using systematic random sampling technique . All these 

issues are summarized in the following table. 

Table 3.2: Nu mber of households in the Sunreyed Kebcles 

~ur\tHd 

01 02 03 05 

"ebtltS 

Selected 

Sub Kebeles or 02 03 05 07 01 03 "' 05 03 "' OG 07 01 02 "' 
'Stftr' 

T .. ' 
' SS 1287 I I S? 303 172 377 172 ,31 

households in 7" 59. 4.6 512 157 21J.l ' 43 

!he slIb 

Kebeles 

Sampled 
62 17 , 20 , '" households 39 32 26 27 8 " 8 8 69 

Sub-IOIal 

sampled 157 68 

124 35 

households 

Trul sampled 

bouseholds 384 

Toa' 7186 

households 

Source: Respective Kebele Roaster and own camp 
utation, 20 14 

36 

05 

20J 
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As it has been ind icated in the above table the total sample size for the study was proportiona ll y 

distributed to each of the four selected Kebeles based on the Kebele listing and the data 

co llection was conducted in the selected four out of the sevcn Kebelcs of the town. 

The overall data collection process was completed almost in one month (April 5· 30, 2014). The 

mcntioned period of time was used fo r the activities which include the main household data 

collection visits, follow· up and return visils for unavailable respondents. It also includes for data 

checking in the field and refilling of data collection instrument at households afier finding of 

incomplete responses in the filled data collection instrument which were found during check ing 

and monitoring. 

3.3.1.4 Conceptualization and opcrationalization 

In any study conceptual ization and operationalization is a fundamental task in order to define and 

Slale the measurab ility of key concepts during data collection process. The following section 

present s the conceptualization and operationalization o f key concepts of the study in order to 

administer the household survey. It also highlights impol1anl variables which arc considercd and 

to be addressed by the survey instrument (structured qucstionnaire). 

Conceptualization of key concepts 

Urbauism: is the study of cities· their geographic, economic, political, soc ial and cultural 

environment, and the imprint of all these forces on the built environment. In socio logy, urbanism 

may be more about social interaction and community within the context of cities. For wirth 

(1938), the larger, the more densely populated and the more hcterogeneous a community, the 

more accentuated the characteristics associated with urbanism will be. 
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1 III/ras/rueillral situDtioll; includes the different institutional establishments, micro and small 

scale enterprises deve lopments, and road networks C.Le. 

/lOl/sillg cOllditio,,: refers to the house ownership, durability of the house and related facilities. 

Hence durability is determined by the construction materials of the house. Housing related 

facil it ies include connection to pipe water, electricity, and telecommunicat ion and at the same 

lime it includes access to bathing, toi let and kitchen facilities. 

Ecollomic characteristics: the annual income, employment and the saving status of the 

households. 

Local soci,,1 organization: voluntary urban associations (such as Ekub. Edir and Mahibcr) wh ich 

provide social support for members under various situat ions in life. 
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Table 3.3: Operationalization of key variables 

CO/lceplS Variables I IU/iclllnr!> 

Social {ifill demogrllphic Marital status Whether head of the household is Single, married. 
chllrtfcteri~·tics widowed ,divorce or separated 

Educational status Maximum grade level achieved by the household 
head 

Membership to local Participation in Edir, Mahiber and Ekub 
social organizations 

Income Total annual income generated by all members of 
the household from all source in the last 12 months in 

Ecol/omic characteristics Em 

Employment status Whether the household he.1d i, sel f employed, 
government employee. private employee, NGO 
employee or ullCmployed. 

Savings Whether the household has saving or nol. 

. I/ollsillg comlilioll House ownership Whcther thc household own or rent the house 

Durability of the house Construction materials of the house (wood wilh mud, 
Blockets, bricks or "ASHUHA GIRFl 

Housing related faci lities Availability of electricity, telecommunication, pipe 
water, bathing. toilct, kitchcn etc 

Structured questio nnaire was prepared on the basis of the above table and utilized as a survey 

instrument to gather relevant information at household level. Questionnaires with both open and 

closcd ended quest ions were developed and used to co llect relevant data from the household 

heads. Questions were meant to address the socio demographic, economic and housing 

conditions of the households . In li ne with this, the marital stat us, educational levels. employment 

and household incomes, housing and related facil ities or the sample respondents were assessed. 

The questionnaire was first prepared in Engl ish and then translated into Amharic (the local 

language). Two enumerators were recruited from the study area by taking their educational status 
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as a criterion that were weekend students of Debre Markos University and trained regarding how 

to carry out the data gathering process. 

pre-tcsting the questionnaire 

The Amharic vers io n of the questionnaire was pre-tested on respondents on simi lar communities. 

This was done purposely for clarity, acceptability, flow and reduction of repetition. The pre 

testi ng was done w ith real respondents and was completed under the same cond itions as the 

survey, using a sample of eight respondents. The pre-testing was conducted with the conse nt of 

respondents, and the research was carried out following the necessary modifications. Based on 

this, minor modifications were made and survey was undertaken. Some disparit ies were noted, 

and the questions were modified accordingly. 

3.3.2 In -depth Interview 

In-depth interview as one type of research method enabled the researcher to speci fically gathered 

important information pertaining to membership to voluntary urban associations and thereby 

community so lidarity of residents. Hence a total of 8 selected residents were asked in depth 

interview and the data obtained through this method was used to supplement lhe survey resu lt. 

The informants are se lected from each Kebele to see if there is some variation in terms of the 

socia l ties. 

3.3.3 Key informant interview 

Key informant interv iew was also carried out with town administrative official in order to gather 

relevant data regarding the physica l infrastructural developments and the general living condition 

of residents of the town. Based on the issue under consideration regarding the town, an 
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individua l from the town administrative office was interviewed and rich information was 

cOllected and analyzed as per the objectives. This is also supplemented by the obsen'ation data 

and the document that the researcher received from the spoke person of the town administrative 

office. The interview was undertaken on the basis of prepared guiding questions. 

3.3.4 Observation 

The researcher had made observation for some time to assess the physica l infr~structural, 

housing conditions and the extent of economic divers ification of the town. Most of the physical 

components of the town sllch as: the housing type and condition, the Iype and conditions of 

infrastructure, utilit ies and service facilities and the layout of settlements organization are 

generally subjected to direct observation. Observation check list was prepared and the researcher 

has made direct observation. Hence roads, various serv ice giving organizations, instilUtional 

establishments, housing situations, physica l expansion of the town and general living condition 

ofrcsidents of the town were assessed by the researcher. 

3.4 Methods of Data Analys is 

The process of data analysis was performed before, during and afier data collection. Before the 

data collection the researcher built patterns under each objective based on extens ive reading of 

literatures. After major themes in which the study will revol ve were sketched, the data collection 

process was began based on the objectives already developed. And the researcher tested them 

against the data gOI from the empirical study. 

Hence the collected data was analyzed both qualitatively and quantitatively. The quantitative 

data collected through the household survey was ana lyzed using SPSS software version 20. Data 

entry and analysis of the survey data was done by the researcher using Ihe SPSS software. This 
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involved entering the questionnaire parameters into the programme and subsequently adding the 

information from the respondents' questionnaires. The information was later analyzed and used 

in Chapter 4. The relevant quest ionnaire is included in Appendix I. Frequency distribution table 

was used to present and reflect the quantitative information. The information obta ined from the 

in depth interview and observation were analyzed qual italivcly and quantitatively on the basis of 

the data and research object ive. The data obtained fro m the in depth interview and observation is 

discussed together with the quantitative data gathered through household survey. This is 

important to cross cheek a nd strengthen the quantitat ive data gathered by the survey. 

l.S DESCRIPTION OF THE STUDY AREA 

The following section presents a brief description of the study area which starts by 

discussing the justification for site select ion. It also consists of the di scuss ion of the general 

profile of Oebre markos town and describes the distinctive of the specific study sample arcas or 

the four selected Kebe les, namely Kebe le 01, 02, 03 and05, 

3,5, 1 Justification fo r site selection 

My choice of Debre Markos as an urban centre arises from the filct that as onc of its residents, I 

have kept up to date with thc town, I was born and lived in the town so I am familiar with the 

changes observed in the town part icularly in recent years, Debre Markos lawn is one of the 

growing urban centers of Ethiopia that was established around one and half cenlury ago. BUI 

only in the past few years that the town started to change in various ways. Among these, 

population growth, physical expansion, inst itutiona l developmenl , business diversification and 

different infrastructural developme nts are the major ones. [n most cases these process might have 

many Costs on some segment of the population unless properly managed and minimized from the 
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\'eryoutset. Because properly managed urban development will benefit most urban dwellers and 

can make cities comfortable places to live in. However, in order fo r this to happen urban centers 

have to be scientifically studied and their development has to be directed accordingly. 

The challenge arose as a result of the fact that there has been little or no socio logical research 

work done about residents of the Ethiopian growing towns; 1110re specifically, Oebre Markos. 

Urb<Jn life differs in characteristics from one area to another according to the size and type of 

city. [n many cases the investigation of most academicians and researchers focus on primate 

cities or metropolises even though other towns arc also high ly contributing for urban 

development in developing countries including of Eth iopia. Thus I think this is the right time to 

conduct a less detailed comprehensive study in Debre Markos and provide rich information for 

further researches who are interested to focus on particular aspect of the town's development. 

This was the primary reason behind the select ion of the study area and conducts this academic 

research. On top of this the primary reason to conduct this research is for academic purpose SO 

Ihal adding something on the existing knowledge is enough if not used fo r directly practical and 

po licy making purpose. The current look or the lown captured by the researcher data co llection 

process and its comparison with the photograph of the 1950 is put below. 

Figure 3.1: Debre Markos town in 1950 E.C, (to'vtl administrat ion document, 2006 E.C) 
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3.5.2 Geographica l location and climatic condition 

Ocbre Markos is found 300 kilometers Northwest of Addis Ababa and 265 kilometers southeast 

of the Amhara Nationa l Regio nal State capital, Bahir Dar. The geographical coordinates of the 

town are 10° 211 latitude north and 37° 43 1 longitude east. Its total municipal area is about 60 

kilometers square. It is situated at 2420 meters above sea level and the weather condition, in 

moSt of the time is, 'Woinadega'. The town enjoys a tropical climate with a mean annual rainfall 

of 1308 mm, temperature 16°c, while the maximum and minimum recorded temperature being 

24°c and 4°c respectively (Esubalew 2006). 
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----------------~ .. 
The geographical locat ion of Ochre Markos town at country and Amhara regional state level is 

indicated as follows . 

... _ .. .... _""-- . , . . . 
Figure 3.3: Map of Eth iopia Igure 3.4: Map of Arnhara regiona l state 

'" 

Figure 3.5: Map of the study area: Oebre Markos town and its respective Kebe lcs 
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3.5.3 Socio demographic characteristics 

The 2007 Population and Housing Census of Ethiopia gave the tOlal population of Debre Markos 

as be ing 93.50 I. Disaggregated by sex, 46,622 were males and the rest 46,879 were females. The 

age structure of the town is similar to most developing countries. Young citizens, particularly, 

those that age less than fiftee n years of age dominate the town. The tota l population includes 

rural nreas that were recently incorporated in to the city such as the Wonka, WUlrin and Wusetn 

areas. Debre Markos town is predominantly sett led by Amharn people accounting for 97.12% 

and detail of the religious and ethnic composition of the residents is given below. 

Table 3.4: Ethnic and religious profile ofres idcllt s 

Ethnic group percentage Ileligion Percen tage 

Amhara 97. 12 Orthodox Christianity 97.25 

Tigre 1.29 Musl im 1.88 

aroma 0.67 Protestant 0.81 

Agew 0.56 Others 0.6 

Others 0.36 Total 100.0 

Total 100.0 

Source: documentfrom the tOll'l1 admmwrallofl office, 2006 E.C 

3.5.4 Description of study Kebeles 

In this section the selected Kebeles to employ the survey are discussed in detail on the basis of 

the ir distinctive feat ures. These Kebeles are Kebe le 0 I, 02, 03 and 05. 
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Kebele Of,e: most of its pan in this Kebele is situated at the heart of the town. It is a place of 

commercial centers and/or markets. In this area there is also a place ca lled 'Algena Seier ' which 

is settled by most female headed househo lds whose live lihood is dominantly depend on 

prostitution and se lling local drinks such as ' Tella' and 'Araki'. Unlike other Kebc les, there arc 

only few residents wit h their own houses. In short, Kebele one is fo und at heart or center of the 

town and proxy to the opponunity of business activities but many sections of the residents are 

living under a serious poverty situation. 

Kebele 02: this Kebe le can bener be portrayed in two different areas. The first is located 

re lative ly at the center o f the town and known by "Molla Seier" is an area of prost itutes. It is 

categorized as Kebe le of destitute li fe and of females. Male-headed households are assumed to 

be low in this Kebele for it is a place of prostitutes and the associated bad connotation. Decause 

Ihe residents are most ly of females without own house and engaged in prostitution, it is given as 

nllmber one in terms of poverty slat us. The second area is known by . Habi((lt ' area. This area is 

the place where the town gets expand ing horizonta lly in the eastern direction crossing through 

Wuseta River. Be ing a new residential area, this place is inhabited by relatively well to do 

households. Civi l servants and merchants carry out their business at the center and live in this 

area. This area is nowaday's preferable by rich people who carne from other small towns for 

better li fe. 

Kebele 03: this Kebe le consists of two major areas; 'Bole' and 'A bema' area. This Kebcle is by 

far different from the previous Kebeles at least by twO respects. One, it is the biggest in terms of 

household size, which accounts nearly three thousand. Second, most rich people (relatively 

Speaking) who own hotels, cars, and traders live in this area which locally called Bo le area. 

Therefore Kebe le 03 reflects two things: center-periphery and place of well to do fami ly. This is 
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the place where the most suitable places of the tOwn found. Government professionals (civil 

servants) particularly of teachers dominate this Kebele. 

The 'Abema' area is assumed to hold the poorest sections of the town, particularly, weavers, who 

lead their subsistence life by making use of hand icra fts, like embroidery and pottery. Location 

wise it is found in the north eastern outskirts of the town. It is also composed relatively some 

wcll·orrdwellers-traders and at the same time the poorest households who run their da ily life by 

preparing the local drinks such as Tella and Araki. It is a place where all sorts of the society in 

the town (the relatively rich, poor and absolutely poor) reside. 

Kebele 05: this Kebele is composed of the previously Kebele 09 and 10. So it is better to see 

them separately due to their distinct features. The fir st area (previous Kebe le 09) is known by 

'Feres Bel '. Historically this area is known by the area of soldiers who bring their wives from 

different places. Due to this fact this area is a relatively diversified area and dominant ly inhabited 

by widowed female headed households. Selling Tella and renting dormitory is their major 

livelihood. The second area (previous Kebcle 10) is found around the referral hospital of the 

town down through the prison. The living cond ition of this area is also poor just almost similar to 

the previous Kebele. 
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CHAPTER FOU R 

DATA ANALYSIS AN I) DISC USS ION 

Th is chapter presents and discusses the research findings. It consists of two separate pan s so as 

to faci litate the discussion. Pa rt I focuses on the infrastructura l situation orthe town using the 

data obta ined thro ugh o bservation, town administration documents and in depth interv iew with 

\Own administration officials. Part II deals with the ann lys is of the survey data by utilizi ng 

descriptive stat ist ics. It involves the housing and soc ia economic characteristics of respond en I. [t 

also examines respondent 's membership to vo luntary urban assoc iat ions (such as Edir, Ekub and 

Mah iber). Hence the survey data is supp lemented by the in depth interviews he ld with selected 

residents of the town. 

P:u1 one: Infras tructura l situation of the 10 WII 

This is the first section of the discuss ion which is meant to give a situational acco unt of the town 

by taki ng the enti re town as a unit of analysis. It will be very important to have the current 

picture of the town. Issues in relation to the physical expansion, institutional establishment s, 

micro and smal l sca le enterprises and road networks arc highlighted. 

4. t I)hysica l expansion in relation to the growing housing demlHld 

Start ing from few years and on wards the town has been signi ficantly expanded in all directions. 

Almost all of the areas towards which the town is gelt ing stretchi ng are residential areas 

consisting of newly constructed housing units. As stated in Sayeh (20 14). Oebre Markos town 

has exhibited dramatic spatial expansion in the past twO decades. In 1986, Ihe bu ilt up area of the 

tOWn was abou t 491ha. In 2011 , the number has changed to 906 hectares. During the past 
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25ycars it has expanded by about 415 hectares in magnitude which is about 17 hectares on 

average per annum. The average rate of spatial expansion is about 3.38% per annum and rate of 

expansion is high especially after the year 2000. 

This is a clear ind icator of an increase in the population size of the town witnessed in the past 

decades which is one of the major manifestations ofurlxmization and its impact in increasing the 

demand of residential housing units. An increase in the population size of a certain town has u 

massive socio economic impact on the residents due to an increase in the demand of such huge 

concentration of people. Regarding this the town is pass ing through tremendous changes in terms 

of physical expansion. 

On the basis of the assessment by the researcher through observation and in depth interview, 

among all the expansion directions of the town, it is towards the eastern direct ion that the town is 

highly growing. This is due to the fact that this area is a place where o cbre Markos University is 

found around wh ich made it preferable for expansion. This area is also taking the lion share of 

Ihe town's newly emerging residential settlements particularl y the so called 'Habirat' and 'Ayer 

Marefia' areas. Includ ing the condominium housing site Ihere are a number of good looking 

hous ing units in th is area relative to the old and dilapidated inner areas of the town. Following 

and adjacent to the new road from the center to the university, a number of business centers had 

emerged. Among this cafes and restaurants, cloth selling shops and copy and stationary shops are 

to list Some. These are some examples of an emerging town benefiting oul of higher institut ional 

developments. 

The second direction towards which the expansion is taking place is the north direction of the 

tOwn. This area is found around the teacher traini ng co llege which rough ly stretches following 

and adjacent to the road way to Bahir Oar; the regional capital. The downtown adjacent to bole 
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area is also an important site among the recent expansions which become a cause for the 

displacement of tile farming land. During the last few years, the town "as expanded to\\ards an 

already vacant land and peasant agricultural land holdings. These areas include different open 

grazing and eucalyptus tree areas which is located along the road to Rob Gebeya town. The main 

feature for the phys ical expansion of the town is contributed by its growing res idential housing 

construction. 

As far as the issue of physical expansion resulted from an increase in the population size of a 

town is concerned, the effort of government in constructing condominium houses in the town to 

meet the mass ive hous ing demand of the peoplc has to be discussed. According to the dmu 

gathered from the town administrat ion documents, there are seven condominium sites which 

consist of68 blocks in the town. Accordingly 1500 condos have been constructed and distributed 

to the dwellers of the town. This document further explained that beyond solving the housing 

shortage, the construction of these condominium houses had created several employment 

opportunities for young segment of the population. Even some of them have upgraded their 

economic status from daily laborer to medium level contractor. 1\11 these features are typical of a 

rapidly growing urban center with the hope of attaining urban development in the ncar future 

with managed urbanization process. 

4,2 Road networks 

As fa r as the issue of infrastructure is concerned, Dcbre M:1rkos town is known by its long time 

stagnation and dccaying of different facilities in tne town one of wh icn is road facility. It is only 

in the past few years that the town is showing a lillie hope of infr3stnlctural de\·clopment. It is 

evident that the ava ilability of well functioning good roads and transport network are vcry 
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important features of an urban area which serves as commere·,ai h· i d ' ·i· ve Ie cs an 13CI rtate the 

business activity. 

Although modern infrastructures have become morc varied and complex than in the past. the 

function of the road network remains vital. In particular, it is supposed 10 create a network over a 

wide array of infrast ructural facilities in the town. It is also cfucial for sustainable deve lopment. 

With regard to the transport networks, the data obtained from the town adm inistration revealed 

that. including the main road (Addis Ababa to Bahir Dnr), in the town, on ly 23 kilometers of the 

main road is asphalted, 120 kilometers inner roads be ing graveled, 35 kilometers of coble stone 

road and 44 kilometers arc dusty/mud roads inside the town and there is also 13.2 kilometers of 

pedestrian stone roads. 

Based on personal observation made by the rescarcher, most part of the 120 kilometers of 

grave led road of the town is poor in quality and in the summer season the road gets full of mud 

and then it will be covered with dust when the dry season comes. Due to this f.1ctlhere is a sl ight 

difference between the graveled road and the already dust one. The new residential sculcments 

are also not accessible to road networks and dust roads arc the on ly option to serve these areas. 

When one contrasts the number and ir.creasing demand of the inhabitants to the exist ing poor 

road quality and quantity makes one aware to see the problem further. 

To Sum up road is among the poorly provisioned infrastructure in the town even though there is a 

visible improvement in the past few years. The asphall road is found only in few directions, i.c. 

either following the high way from Addis Ababa to Bahir Dar or other directions of limited 

distance around the CBO. The significant majority of tile town's road facility is dust follo\\ed by 

the graveled road. Particularly the residential areas including the newly expanding areas have no 
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accesS to well const ructed road facility. This makes the rainy season d'm I' h id 
I ICU t lor teres cnts 

due to the mud fo rmed by the dust comes fro m the dry seaSOn 

4.3 Diversificat ion and conccntmtioll of busincss activitics 

Urban areas are characterized by higher consumption and spatia l concentration of economic 

activities and business centers. The data gathered through systemat ic observation revealed that 

Serv ice giv ing business organizations are growing from time to time. Among these hotels. cafes 

and restaurants, mobile centers, internet cafes and bar1x: r shops are to list some. There is also 

somc kind of concentration of economic acti vities as a new cmerging feature of the town tak ing 

more of the characteristics of an urban center. For example mobile sell and maintenance shops 

arc found following the same street around the bus stat ion. Jewelry shops and cloth tailing shops 

are still found on the same street. Despite all this kind of concent ration the town is characterized 

by a single CBO which is not more than roughly 500 meter diameter from the center. All hote ls 

restaurants and big shops are found around the center. 

There is also an increasing trend in the build ing and construction secto r of the town which can be 

partly explained in re lation to the marketing and business activities of the town. Due to this fact 

the previously vast commercia l center of the town which was full ofdccaying shops is nowaday 

most of its part replaced by ground plus two buildings. The rest most bu ild ings of the town are 

running the business of hotels, cafes and restaurants. As it is already stated in the five year plan 

or the country the business sector had improved in most urban centers of Ethiopia which can be 

understood in a simple visual inspection. During the data collection process there \\ere a number 

rb '1 . h' h . g to be market places and shops o UI dlllgs const ructed around the market area w IC are gO Ul 

in the near future. 
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4.4 Micro and small scale enterprise developments 

As stated in Ministry of urban development and construction (2013)" " M" d , m ItS survey on ICro an 

Small Enterprises, Small scale industry sector occupies a place of str't " " " • cglC Importance In any 

econom ic structure. It is argued that Small sca le indust ries playa key role in the indust rialization 

and development of a country. Th is is because, they provide immediate large scale employment, 

compared 10 higher capital intensive indust ry they need lower investment, ofTer a method of 

ensuring a more equitab le distr ibution of national income and facilitate an effective mobilization 

of resources, capita l and sk ill. 

In line with the above understanding, micro and small sca le enterprises developments of Dcbrc 

Markos town were established and started to operate since 2002 E.C in order to create job 

opportunity for the unemployed and increase their income through expanding and supporting 

them hoping to trickle down the ex ist ing poverty situation in the long run. The main focus areas 

of these enterprises are textile and garment, wood and metal work, food processing, construction 

and other municipal activities. These areas arc assumed to have good potential in the creation of 

new jobs. 

When we see the micro and small sca le enterprise situation of the town the data found from the 

town administration revea led that 14,0 14 permanent employment and 8,014 temporary 

employment opportunities have been created starting from 2002 to 2005 E.C. Generally, about 

22,028 employment opportun ities are created by MSE in the current situation of the town. This 

can be seen as an emerging development area that towns can benefit out of it and reduce the 

ilcrcasing problem of unemployme nt and play its part for urban development. This situation has 

a particular importance for those segments of the town that are found in the lower educational 

I~vel and face difficulty to get job in the formal employment. It is advantageous as it became 
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difficult to absorb the less skilled unemployed labor in Ih . e economy and the mherent capacity of 

most developing economies. This is Supported by the d h survey ala t aI unco\cr the kmer 

educat iona l exper ience of most residents particularly in co lleges and . .. Th' . universities. C 101lowIOg 

table shows the number of employment opportunities which had been created by MSE Slllning 

rrom their operation in 2002 EC to 2005 EC in a temporary and permanent b..1sis. 

Table 4.1: Job opportunities created by MSE ill the town 

Type of employment 2002 EC 21103 E.C 2004 E.C 20115 E.C TO/lIl 

Permanent 5,643 2,667 2,085 3,6 19 14,014 

Temporary 1,086 608 3,25 3,295 8,014 

ToJaI 6,729 3,275 5, 11 0 6,914 22,028 

Source: document from the lown administration office, 2006 E.C 

4.5 Institutional conditio ns of the t OWIl 

Even though the issue of inst itutions in one country may cover a wide range of establishmcnts 

which are serving the wider soc iety, only three main formal in stitutions arc highlighted and 

assessed as per the specific objective of the study. These arc financial , health and educational 

(from KG to university level) institutions. These institut ions arc assessed from the point of view 

of the number and progress of their physical establishments as good manifestations of the 

infrastructural situat ion of an urban area. Therefore the set of institutions \\hich are assessed 

below indicate how Debre Markos town has been showing a significant progress oyer time in 

this regard and it will give an important insight regarding the inevitable urbanization process of 

Ihe town. 
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4.5.1 Financial institut ions 

Several shldies noted that poveny is caused by different factors. Some argued that (he cause of 

poverty in develop ing economies among other things is that the poor docs not have access to 

credit faci lit ies. To this end many developing economics have deve loped and provide credit to 

the poor through micratinance schemes. In Ethiopia , several micro finance inst itut ions (MFls) 

have established and have been operating towards reso lving the credit access problem of the poor 

particularly to those who arc participating in the petty business. Due to this fac t there arc micro 

fina nce institutions operating in the town to serve the people and the poor segment of the society 

in particular. The reality of financial inst itutions in the town is presented and discussed below. 

Table 4.2: financial institutions opcnl tin g in thc town 

No Type of institution Tota l 

GO\'l'rnlll{'nl I'rh'al{' '1'01:11 

1 Commercial bank 3 4 7 

2 Development bank of Ethiopia 1 - 1 

3 Construction and business bank 1 - 1 

4 Insurance companies 3 

5 Micro finance or 'ASCI' 1 - 1 

Total 13 

Source: document/rom the town adnllnJstraftol1, 2006 E.C 

. . I b k (3 governmcnla l and 4 private), I As mdicated in table 4.2, currently 7 commercia an s 

development bank, I construction and business bank, 3 insurance organizations and 1 small 

. . . I TI Nationa l Bank of Ethiopia serves as savmg and credit institutions are operating In t lC town. lC 
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the celmal bank while the commercial banks both govcrnme (I d· .. n a an private. provide savmg 

account, checking accounts, shon term loans delivering fore ign exchange k . , currency mar clmg 

and olher services. Similarly, the Ethiopian Development Bank and the Construction and 

Business Bank provide banking services. The Ethiopian Development Bank delivers short term 

and long term loan services for industrial and agricultural projects. The Construction and 

Business Bank, on its part, renders long term loan services for the construction of residential 

houses and bui ldings . Insurance organizations are operating in the town. 

Here one can understand that the extent and distribution of financial institutions I1rc clear 

indicators of the growing commercial and business activities in one urban center. Therefore the 

town is to some extent showing a certain progress in this regard which can further facilitate its 

urban development process. 

4.5.2 Educational institutions 

Educntion i<; one area where any development effort should pay priorit y attention. It is a means 

to sustain and accelerate over all development in a country and it has a direct effect on individual 

productiv ity and earnings as well. As a result of this, in recent years, strengthening the links 

between economic gro\\1h and human development is given due attention as a means to escape 

from poverty trap. 

Improving the capabi lities of people should be in the forefront if real development is to be 

pursued. Public education is free and schools are open for every citizen in Debre Markos, and the 

COUntry at large of course. Many improvements have been made with regard to access because 

many public schools were opened near the communities under study. The couple of tables below 

show how the educational environment of the town looks like start ing from lower up to college 

and universit y level. As clearly indicated in the table 6, there is only one government preparatory 
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school, 3 government secondary school, 8 private and 15 primary schools, 15 private and 2 

govemment kinder Gorto n, 2 government special need schools d I . an pnvate and 13 govemmcni 

lC o\\n to ny. It IS easy to notICe the preschool in the town. Generally there arc S9 schools in II I ' d' . 

absence of private preparatory and secondary schools in the town. 

Table 4.3: The number of primary and second:u'y schools ill the lown 

No Type of institution 

l'ri\'atc Go\'('rnmcnl '1'0111 1 

Preparatory school 

2 Secondary school 3 3 

3 1-8 grade 8 15 23 

4 Kindergarten 15 2 17 

5 Special need 2 2 

6 Community preschool 13 13 

Total 23 36 59 

SOl/ree: document from the lown administration, 2006£.C 

On lOp of the aforementioned discuss ion, the roles of higher educational establ ishments arc in 

forefront. The chang ing economic and soc ial conditions havc given knowledge and ski lls n 

progressively more fundamental role in the economic success of individuals. With the advent of 

the knowledge based economy, employment opportunities are becoming scarcer for individuals 

without a diploma or a degree from high schoo l, college or university. Consequently, education 

has been described as a traditional route out of poverty for those living in disadvantaged 

conditions. Education increases opportunities for jobs, job 5.1tisfaction and income security. 

Based on this the higher institutional establishments of the town are discussed below. 
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Table 4.4: Higher educational establish mellts of th e to\\ II 

No Type of institution COHrnmClI1 I'rh atl' TOI:II 

t University 

2 Col lege 3 8 " 
3 TVET 

Total 13 

SOl/fee: documelllfrom the town adminislralioll (2006 E.C) 

Table 4.4 clearly shows that there is only one Government Un iversity, 3 government and 8 

private colleges and 1 government TVET in the town. This can be seen as an important progrcss 

in the education sector of the town which is centra l in creating educat ional opportunities for the 

local community. These establ ishments are also vital in creating employment opportunity as 

well. Despite this fact, the actual literacy leve l of the household heads particularly higher 

educational invo lvement is not in a commendable condit ion which will be discussed in the next 

pan of the discussion. 

t5.3 Health institutions 

Health is one of the fu ndamental social development ind icators of a country. Gett ing hea lth 

service is part of hu man right, and without it economic development of a country becomes 

inconceivable. The effect iveness of basic health care and supporting serv ices as well as inter 

sectoral interventions largely re ly on the extent of the ent ire stakeho lders (the public sector, the 

private sector, the community, others) participation at all stages in realizing the aimed goal of 

equitable heahh distribution. When we see the private sector invo lvement in the health sector of 

the town is promising. Besides, improved hea lth status of society in faci has an affirmati,,'c effect 

in enhancing the qua lity of life and promoting social development. If equitable and sustainable 
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development is to be achieved, an in itial step may be to give adequate emphasis fo r health as a 

means of ident ify ing priorit ies in urban development endeavors. 

The number and d istribution of health centers arc described under the private and go\,ernment 

ownership of different hospita ls, cl inics and drug stores and others. The expansions of different 

health cenlers in the town which can fac ilitate the curative efforts of healt h needs are promising 

and can do something in th is regard. Based on this fac t table 8 clearly indicates that there is an 

increasing trend and dive rs ity of health ce nters in the town. The existence of a number of hea lth 

care establishments operat ing in the town plays their part so as to create hea lthy society. 

Specialized private cl inics are also found in the town in the past recent years despite the high 

medication cost is questionable for most of the residents. 

Table 4.5: t he num ber of hea lth establishmcnts oft hc tOWIi 

Type Total Tot:11 

Referral hospital 1 

Government Health stations 3 

Medium clinics 5 16 

Health centers 7 

Higher clinics 2 

Special eye higher clinic 1 

Special dental clinic 2 

Private Medium clinics 8 37 

Diagnostic 2 

Phannacy 23 

TOUlI I 53 

SOl/ree: document from the town ad",inistra/io/1 (2006 £. C) 
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Therefore the existence of diversified modern medica l cente"" 's -, _ 
' J I one maOll cstahon of an urban 

center which re inforces urban lifestyle where by emerging modern instilUtions gradua ll y 

replaced the long stand ing traditional ones. 

Part Iwo: socio ecollomic and housillg characteristics of respondents 

This section dea ls with the prevailing findings of househo lds covered by the household survey. 

The major find ings of the study are presented under the sub topics of soc ia demograph ic, 

membership to local soc ia l organizat ions, economic and housing situation and related facilities to 

f3cilitate the discuss ion. 

t6 Socia demographic characteristics of respondents 

Under this section the socia demograph ic characteristics of the households are discussed. Urban 

areas are crucial sites of socia l, po lit ica l and cult ura l interaction and fusion. With rising persona l 

mobility they are places where people fro m many different languages, tradit ions and belief 

systems come together. So th is section is important to shed some light on the degree of 

heterogeneity of some essent ial variables (such as religious and ethnic composition) in the town. 

This will in turn pave the way for a certain sociolog ica l discuss ion in terms of urban ism on the 

bas is of appropriate theoret ica l explanation. Impo rtant variables under this heading are discussed 

be low. These are religious compos ition, ethnicity, marital status, househo ld size and educat iona l 

status of the household head which were addressed by the household survey. 
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Table 4.6: socio dCl11ogt"'Jllhic profile or respondents 

General chara cteristics Category I'rC(IUcncy Perce ntage 

Onhodox )72 96.9 
Religio n Muslim 6 1.6 

Protestanl 6 1.6 

Total 384 100 

Ethnicity Amhara )80 99 

Tigre 4 I 

Tot:11 )84 100 

Marital status Single 22 5.7 

Married 20) 52.9 

Divorced 40 10.4 

Widowed 117 )0.5 

Separated 2 0.5 

Total 384 100 

Educationa l status Illiterate 78 20.) 

I Read and write 45 11.7 

Primary ( I -S) 6) 16.4 

Secondary (9- 12) 100 26 

Diploma holder 55 14.) 

First degree )7 9.6 

Above MNMSC 6 1.6 

Total ) 84 100 

<-) 151 )9.) 

4 6 200 52. 1 

Household s ize 7-9 23 6 

10-12 10 2.6 

TOtll1 ) 84 100 

. SO I/rce. Own Survey and Computation, 20].1 
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Urban centcrs arc known by their heterogeneity in terms of d'ffi . . 
I ercnt soct31 variables. Among 

these religion is the major one. The existence of diversified relioious rc I', be d d 
1':1 a I y can regar e as 

an asset for a given town thereby enhancing urban way of life in terms of heterogeneity and 

ensure further urban ization. Table 4.6 clearly indicated that around 96.9 % of the people ore 

Orthodox Christ ians just simi lar to the ethn ic reality oCthe town in terlllS of number. Those who 

arc fo llower of Islamic and protestant religions are equally 1.6% each. In one way or the other 

way this had its own footpri nt on the urban history or the town. 

This situation clearly contradicts with different theoretical explanations on urb.1n centers such as 

wirth's 'urbanism as a way of life'. The ex istence of heterogynous religious and be lief system is 

onc characteristic of towns depending on their size and level of developments. Debre Markos 

town with the population size of more than 93,000 is found to be significantly homogonous in its 

religious make up indicating the fact that it is far from being a cosmopolitan center. On top of 

this the sample is drown from the Kebele listing which might not be exhaustive and update to 

include recent updates. 

Sim ilar to the religious composition, the sign ificant majority of reside nt s of the town belong to 

Amhara language group. There is a little variation between the town administrative document 

and the survey resu lt regarding rel igious and ethnic compositions of the town. But the difTerence 

is not more than two percent wh ich doesn't make a difference for one to understanding in some 

way. The survey result shows that 99% of the respondents are Amhara and the rest 1% are Tigre. 

This somehow contradicts with the reality of urban centers in Ethiopian context \\hich are known 

b . .. h r. I nost people of a certain town have y SOme degree of heterogeneity. ThiS IS due to t e lact t tat I 

different ethnic and relig ious background that migrated from different area to enjoy better life 

oPPOrtunit y in the town. 
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The relatively different case of Oebre Markos town might be the result of absence of pull factor 

In the town which can be dreamed by an outsider One poss,'ble reaso d' h' h . n asscsse In t IS rescarc 

through different methods is absence of different manufacturing industries in the area that can 

attr3ct a large labor force from different ethn ic groups of Ethiopia. The second possible 

explanation for this is the existence of limited commercial activity in the lown which can be 

better explained in relation to the non existence or cash crops around the rural hinler land ortlte 

lown. Even though the area is known by blessed region in terms of il s climatic condition it is , 

only for local use that the agricultural production is used ifit is surplus at best. 

Similarly this idea is also supported by economic theories, different historica l findings. and 

empirical literatures which be lieve and found that diversified ethnics with multifaceted culture in 

a given area do have paramount contributions to the reduction or increment of poverty. 

Optimistically speaking, it paves the opportunity for competition, ensuring efficiency and overa ll 

development of the given area (Esubalew 2006). Therefore the presence of a monolingual society 

might be one possible reason that hampers the deve lopment of the Debre Markos town holding 

all other things constant. 

The other important variable is marital status. As indicated in the table 4.6. around 5.7% arc 

single, 52.9% are married, 10.4% are divorced, 30.5% arc widowed and the rest 0.5 % arc 

separated. This shows that on ly half of the total surveyed households arc marr ied and the rest 

large share are widowed followed by divorced household heads. Generally. the result of this 

study revealed that around 47% of the total respondents are either single or widowed households. 

This has a sign ificant impact on the socia economic position of the household due to the fact that 

most of them are fema le headed households who are engaged in the informal activities of se ll ing 

local drink or 'Tella' to make a living. Female headedness has a number of socia economic costs 
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gi\'cn that most arc illiterate and economica lly weak. Thcs 1_ • 
e peoprc are among the economically 

,'ulnerab le segments of the society in the town where by the 10 d' fi . 
w rc\\ar In ormal economy IS the 

major livelihood of the entire household in a regular basis. 

We can see that 10.4 % of the respondent's marriage ends up in divo c 'nd" I' I I r e, I ICaiing re atl\-c Y ow 

level of divorce and thus demonstrating the exi stence of stable ,'a,,"'ges on· I " • . Hentlllles, ..... 'en 

conflicts arise in marr iages, there is a traditional Custom that allows intermediaries to resolve the 

con nicts peacefu ll y. It can be argued that stable marriage and a low leve l of divorce arc 

predominant features of traditional societies. Unlike complex urban societies divorce in the study 

area is considered as somehow sinful and religiously inappropriate. There is also very low leve l 

of separation (0.5 %) in place among spouses which emai ls the low leve l of spec ial mobility 

fmong spouses which may indicate the existence of no dirrerence in occupation among them that 

necessitates spatial separation. 

The other important variable is educational status. As we all know education includes not only 

Ihe learn ing of specific skills but also the acquiring of knowledge, Positive judgment and 

wisdom. A person's soc ial and economic success is onen determined by their level of education 

and is therefore described as one of the most important socio economic determinants of the 

who le household. The key indicator of education is the level ofl iteracy rate. Literacy rate is used 

as a measure of the effectiveness of the primary education system, which is often seen as a proxy 

measure of social progress and economic achievement. A person is considered to be literate if 

one can read with understandino and write a short statement at least in one language. Otherwise, 
o 

the person is considered to be illiterate. Despite this fact the above table 4.6 reveals that about 78 

(20010) of them are illiterate who cannot read and write and about 75% of the total respondents 

hl\'c no any college or llniversity experience which can be viewed as one possible challenge to 
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gCI employment opponunities in any government Or non government organizations. This might 

be onc possible reason for most female headed household who d . . 
are engage In prepanng and 

selling of local drinks and other informal economies due to low or no ed " I .. . 
uca 10113 partlelpallon. 

As soon as they lose their spouses by death or divorce these activities arc Ihe only livelihood 

options to susta in their life. 

The last variable under this section is household size. Obviously urbanizmion has had an imp"ci 

on household size as a result of the use of western forms of family planning. Family type in an 

urban setting is nuclear as is secn in other cities of the world. The nuclear family system as 

opposed to the extended family system (found in rural areas) is a function of several variables 

which include the cost of living; occupational limitations and the cultural-generational gap 

among city! urban dwellers. 

The data presented in table 4.6 also clearly shows that the majority of the surveyed households 

have 4 to 6 members (52%) and even about 39.3% have household size of less than 3 members. 

The majority of surveyed households can be judged as medium sized household (whose 

oousehold members are between 4-6) followed by small sized households cons isting of less than 

three members. It is only 8.3 % of the total surveyed households whose household size is greater 

than seven household members. 

4.7 The state of loca l socia l organizations 

Community solidarity can be understood by the quantity and quality of inter personal ties that a 

~nicular society reinforces among its members . These social tics renect social resources that are 

ins, . . . ' I d . I veil being Having slrong social rumental III supportmg psycho logical, physlca an SOCia \ . 

tits serves as a buffer against vulnerability to risk. One of its manifestations is membership 10 

voluntary local organizations. This section highlights how the house holds are interconnected in 

66 



the fonn of membership to loca l social organizations such as Ed;r, Mllhiber and Ekub. This will 

be an ind icator of how these local social organizations look like given that the size and level of 

urbanization is increasing over time. In addition to this the perception of respondents regarding 

their relationship with the ir ne ighbors can also be one indicator of how strong their interaction is. 

Edir 

The linding revealed that 83.9% of the respondents arc members or Edir (burial association) and 

the remaining 16.1 % are not. Henee the significant majority of respondents are member of Edir. 

Non members are those either who are living in extreme poverty or new comers who arc not 

settled and familiar yet with the existing ne ighborhood interaction. Since the researcher is from 

this area and also confirmed by the data gathered through in depth interview the support that 

neighbors offer to one another upon death of a member goes beyond the scope of that Edir 

requires. The neighbors accompany the households whose relalive is deceased for many 

even ings and during weekends in view of n::la.xing and morally supporting the household 

members under mourning. Edir brings together the poor and well off households although when 

11 comes to practica l things one can still see clear differentiation. The poor households involve in 

Edir in real sense-meet ing all requ irements li ke monthly contributions and actively participate in 

duties related to death and funeral. However, the wells to do people undertake evcr)1hing 

linancially such as they pay money for absence. 

MaMber 

Unlike membership to Edir in which most ofthCI11 are members. membership to mahibcr shows a 

large variation between members and non members. The daln in the table 4.7 elaborates thal 

55.2% of the respondents are me mber of Mahiber where as the remaining (44 .8%) are not. 

67 



Regard less of the socia economic status of the households and' h .. . . glvcn I at the slgmficant majOrity 

of them are orthodox religious followers, membership to Ed" . 
If seems more Important than 

Mah iber. Thus member ship to Mahiber (relig ious association) is adversely affected these days 

since continuous feasts are dominant feature of rural areas particularly those societies who are 

dominant ly orthodox Chri stians. But the changi ng li fe style of urban areas is known by its 

rationali ty in terms of the household's socio economic conditions in relation 10 consumption, 

saving and expenditure . So that feasts are mainly taken as extravagant practices. 

£kub 

Ekub can be understood as family or loca lity based saving associations that provide members 

bereavement insurance. Regarding membership to ckub, the table 4.7 demonstrates that almost 

half of the respondents are members and the rest half are nol. There is only a slight difference 

that members are 5 1 % and non members are 49%. When we go down and sec the pattern from 

membership Edir, Mahiber and Ekub, the number of non members increased and it is on ly 

membership to Edir which remains very import ant to them. When we sce Ekub, it seems that 

modern emerging financ ial institutions are playing the role of this local organization and people 

no more view Ekub as only one which can give financial function in this particular period of 

time. The possible explanation is that people are no more re lay on ekub for its traditional 

financial function rather modern emerging financial institutions are replacing overtime. This is 

clearly indicated on the survey data that revealed that on ly ha lfofthe respondents are member of 

ekub. Most of which spent five to thirty birr in a weekly basis which seems thaI this customary 

inst itution is serv ing as a social function or as social lie rather than its previous economic one. 
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()I;'II raling ofllteir relationsltip witlt Ilteir lIeighbors 

Regardless of their membershi p to different local social organ izations, most view their 

interaction with the ir neighborhood different ly which indicated their sense of attachment The 

data indicated in table 4,7 demonstrated that 35.9% of the respondents viewed their relationship 

with their neighbors as very strong, 19.5% view as it is strong, for 24.7% it is medium and the 

remaining 19.8% viewed it as weak. From these one can understand that almost half of the 

respondents perceive their relat ionsh ip with the ir neighbors as either medium or weak. Their own 

rat ing of the relationsh ip they have wit h their ne ighbors and their membership to different socia l 

octworks is incompatible. This might be viewed from two directions. The first is Ihe result of 

high degree of homogeneity so that membership to socia l networks seems socia l responsibility 

and non membership might have many social costs. On the ollter hand, an increase in the size of 

lhe society increase impersonal ity and decrease the degree of contact among members of the 

society as one basic feature of urbanism or urban life. This statement is strongly supported by the 

idea of Wirth in his famous theory of urbanism as a way of lifc. 

To sum up Membership in commu nity organ izat ions such as Idir (funeral associations), ekub 

(saving/credit groups), and mahiber (rel igious groupings) is the basic feature of most households 

holding the fact that there is high degree of homogeneity in terms of re ligion and language. 

However, nowadays the changing life style started 10 alYcet some of these organizations 

Aegative ly, particularly Ekub and Mahiber. Only Edir seems more important to mOSl of the 

re nd ." t 'n 'Idir' due to economic factors spo ents except few who have reS Igned and cease partlclpa e I 

and h' . . I talion of all the above narration is t clr fadures to meet their obligatlons. The tabu ar rcpresen , 

ponrayed below. 

69 



Tablc 4.7: Mcmbcrship to local social Ort~alli7.ations 

Membership to local social Catcgol)' FrC<lucncy 11erccntage 

organizations 

Edir Ves 322 83.9 

No 62 16.1 

Total 384 100.0 

Mahiber Ves 212 55.2 

No 172 44.8 

Tota l 384 100.0 

Ekllb Ves 196 51.0 

No 188 49.0 

Total 384 100.0 

Own rating of their very strong 138 35.9 

relationsh ip with neighbors Strong 75 19.5 

Medium 95 24.7 

Weak 76 19.8 

Total 384 100.0 

r' . , SOli ceo OlW survey and computatIOn, 2014 

4.7.1 Theoretica l explanat ion on 10c:,1 socia l organiz:ltions 

Wirth (1938) asserted that urbanism or urbanization produced any of several important social 

consequences among people. These arc impersonality and anonymity in everyday life, loss of 

trust among people and various forms of social disorganization, as in higher rates of crime than 

in rural areas. However the central focus of the theoretical argument was about the nature of 

urbanization, the metropo lis, in particular, which might be very difficult to directly apply it on 

urban centers of the less developed countries leavc alonc for Oebrc Markos to\\n. But still one 
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can view some aspects of an urban center with the help of this Ih . I . eoretlea ground gl\cn that the 

influence of globalizat ion is very high everywhere with different magnitude. This helps to 

aplftCialc the changes observed in Dcbre Markos town as one manifestation of the social 

COr'6cquences of urban ism unlike rural settings where more or less homogc· h ncous In every sp ere 

of life. Particularly Ethiopian urbanizat ion is more or less indigenous than other African 

countries that had some co lonia l experience. Th is helps to preserve the previous socia cultural 

structure and some how resist the infl uence of western modernized ideologies including Addis 

Abab.,. This argument is very true part icularly when we look at the limitations ofwirth" s theory 

I'.hich have been pointed out by its critics. First and fo remost, this theoretical school suffers from 

lack of cross·cultural perspective. The Chicago sociologists were responding to one kind of city. 

They were looking at the North American city moving into the high gear of industrialization. The 

neglect of historical or cross·cultural comparisons limited the significance of their work. 

On the other hand wirth also argued that these variations should give rise to the spatia l 

segregation of individua ls according to color, ethnic heritage, economic and soc ial statu s, tastes 

and preferences, may read ily be inferred . Because of this the bonds of kinship, neighborliness, 

and the se nti ments arising ou t of living together for generations under a common tradition are 

likely to be absent or, at best, relat ively weak. Under such circumstances competition and formal 

control mechanisms furnish the substitutes for the bonds of so lidarity that are relied upon to hold 

a folk soc iety together. 

. f 
From the above statement in the case of Debre Markos town the data regarding the perception 0 

I . f 
the relationship they have with the ir neighborhood somehow conforms with the exp anatlon 0 

wirth that asserted that ne ighborli ness and the sentiments arising out of living together for 

generations under a common tradition are likely to be weak. Around 44.5 % of the respondents 
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feel as they have week or medium relationship with their neighborhood. On top of this the 

flCs3tive impact on the local organizations or decline of participation in local re ligious and 

financ ial inst itutions (Ekub and Mahiber) might further strengthened the argument that urbanism 

is starting to gradually influence the soc ial life of the people. All the rest explanations in 

association to the special segregation based on color and ethn ic group is not the characteristics of 

Oebre Markos town due to the high degree of homogene ity and size of the town. 

4.8 The economic characteristics of respondents 

The complex and dyna mic nature of economic circumstances may need a separate look at them 

to gel a better understanding of the entire economic reality of the househo lds through some kind 

of livelihood framework. Despite this the following section tried 10 address some of the key 

economic variables as possible as the researcher call in this research project. These arc the 

errployment or main occupation, annual income, unemployed household labor and the saving 

silUation. All the above var iables are measure at the household level. 

4.8.1 Employment status and ty pe of self acco un t they engaged in 

Table 4.8: Employmcnt status of rcspondents 

Ca'ceory F'rcn uenev Pe rcent 

self emDloved 179 46.6 

government emolovee 80 20.8 

orivate emolovee 10 2.6 

NGO emoloyee 8 2.1 

Unemployed 95 24.7 

Other 12 3. 1 

Tota l 384 100.0 

Source: Own Survey and Compl/tation, 20/.1 
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Typically, employment is the main source of income and route to impro\ed .... ell-being. As 

clearly indicated in table 4.8, around 75.3 % of the household heads are employed in different 

occupat ions while the rest 24.7% are unemployed. Self employment takes the lion share of the 

!otal respondents' occupationa l category wh ich accounts 46.6% followed by government 

employees which accounts abo ut 20.8%. Those househo ld heads whose main employment is 

their own se lf-account are relative ly big. Therefore it is important to look further into it as to 

which types of self-employment bus inesses are they engaged in. The study divided own-account 

businesses into: petty trade (Guilt), home based enterprise (s.1Ie of loeal drinks and foods). trade. 

handicraft (wood/metal wo rk, embro idery and pottery) and hotel service. The following table 

demonstrates the different occupat ional categories for those respondents who run their own selr 

employment/account as the main source of livelihood. 

Table 4.9: d ist ributions of respondents by the type of selr account 

Category Frequency Percent:lge 

Petty-trade! 'Gullir' 24 6.3 

Home-based enterprises (food& Beverage) 69 18.0 

Trade 49 12.8 

Hotel Service II 2.9 

Hand icraft (pottery, Metal / Wood Work) 9 2.3 

Other 17 4.4 

Total 179 46.6 

Source: Own Survey and Computation, 201-1 

The . (II' f local drink and food) and trode 
finding indicated that home based enterprise se mg 0 

. .. . . (18% and 12.8% rcspecti\'el)). 
aCtiVities stood first and second from the occupational categories 

F 0 Ie who are making a living out of 
rom all these, it is pretty easy to understand that those pe P 

II ' . Th' is articularly very true for female 
se Ing local drink are not few in number III the town. IS P 
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L...aded households and those whose husband's are pensioners Similarly',' . 
II\. • I IS encouragmg 10 nole 

Il\:It the number of households who are engaged in trade activities is by far a big number \\ncn 

contrasted with other businesses. There are also people who have a share in Ihe growing holel 

services of lhe town even though their number is quite insignificant relative to the olher. 

408.2 Economically act ive unemployed household mcmbc rs 

Despite the fact that there are people out of the working age brackct (below 18 and abo\c 65 

ages) who are still working in some income generating activities, this paper tried to measure Ihe 

number of unemployed household members in the same working age bracket (18·65) includ ing 

household heads. The follow ing table shows the number of economica lly aClive unemployed 

household members in the household 

Table 4.10: distribution of number of unemployed household members 

Number of un employ cd Frequency Percent 

111 28.9 

2 79 20.6 

3 20 5.2 

4 6 1.6 

Total 216 56.3 

Source: Own Survey and Compl/latioll, 20/./ 

The above table shows that around 56.3 % of the respondents ha ve at leasl one unemployed 

. .. 3 8 " h 0 any unemployed labor in the 
member III their household and the rema lll mg 4. 10 ave n 

110 
. k A ' can see from Ihe above table, 

usehold who is found in the workmg age brac °et. s \\e 

d I h Ids which is partly explained by 
unemployment is a serious problem of the sun'cye lOUse 0 , 

Th who work in low pay jobs, casual 
poor human capital development and other factors. ose 

m· income to meet the household basic 
work or other info rmal act ivities cannot generate Sll IClent 
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I 

...... ds including food. This fact can help us understand and nOlice th f 
''''.. c eXlc", 0 unemplo)mclII in 

each household which can be considered as a burden for low earning eeonom h· hi· cd Y \\ Ie C laraClenl. 

most of the residents of the town. 

ts.3 Annual income 

Income allows people to purchase necessary goods and services like food, shelter and clothing 

and is therefore a main determinant of the ent ire wellbeing of the household members. In this 

study every eITort has been made to ensure that respondents include all types of income sources 

for their households. Despite these efforts, the researcher doubted that reported income of 

households is very muc h underestimated andlor under reported because many respondents \\cre 

my reluctant to tell their true income ma inly because of anticipation of some kind of assistance. 

despite explanations given by enumerators that no assistance is expected in this study. The 

following table shows the reponed annual income of households. 

Table 4.11 : Reported annu al in comc of respond ents 

Ann ua l income Frequency Perccnt 

<6000 94 24.5 

6001-12000 63 16.4 

1200 1-18000 65 16.9 

18001-24000 57 14.8 

2400 1-30000 6 1.6 

30001-36000 20 5.2 

36001 -42000 24 6.3 

>42001 55 14.3 

Total 384 100 

SOurce: 011'/1 Survey and Computation 
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a respo cnts reported as they fable 4.11 clearly shows that, in aggregate around 40% of the tot I nd 

. I amount 0 money for eam below 1000 ETB per month at household level We can imagine th', r 

IOOst of the households whose size are 4-6 members and have a rough estimate of the monthly 

income per head. It wou ld be vcry low. The annual earnings and incomes of the respondents 

\\ere generally lower in the study Kebeles. This can tell some story on the extent of poverty 

among residents and indicates how most households in the town arc chronically poor. 

Generally, based on the standard set by the Ministry of Finance and Economic Development, 

households who earn a monthly income below Birr 1,075.03 arc categorized as living below 

poverty line. Based on this fact the result of this st udy shows that the significant majority of the 

residents are found below poverty line. This is due to the fact that Ihe study measured thc annual 

income at household level so that the reported amount of income has to be distributed in to the 

househo ld members (per head). This put most of the surveyed households below the po\crty line. 

4.8.4 Does saving actually indicate the household's economy? 

Regarding the saving habit of the respondents there is a need to havc some how deep scrutiny to 

have better understanding of the phenomenon. As it is already known, until very recently saving 

was considered as one main indicator fo r the se lf sufficient economic statuS and well of 

households. However these days the household's economy is more detcrmined by the type and 

amount of asset that generates business which matters most than the small amount of money 

saved in a given period oftime. This study has assessed the s.wing situation and \yay of saving of 

the fi d' 'th's regard on the basis ofthc 
stUdy participants. The following table shows the III mgs 

111 I 

Survey resu It. 
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Table 4.12: distributions ofrespondents by II ' . lClr s:wlIIg and \\ a)' of sa\ ing 

As indicated in the above tab le, around 52.1 % of the respondents have savings and the remaining 

47.9 % do not have saving. This does not exactly mean that the saving SlalUS or the households is 

the best indicator of the households' socia economic position and the researcher is very critical 

of that. The 52.1 % of respondents who have a sav ings were disaggregalcd based on their 

response regarding the various ways that they deposit their cash. '·Ience 26.3% of them save in 

banks and other financial institutions, 24.2% save in the form of Ekub and the rest 1.6 % save in 

the fo rm of cash at their home. Hence the phenomenon of those peopte in the 10\"er economic 

strata who use ekub as one way of saving is more an ind icator ortheir soc ial tic and network than 

seemingly economic functio n. Because the amount or money that most respondents save ranges 

from five birr to twenty or at best thirty birr in a weekly basis. This amount of money is not as 

Such lire changing and doesn"t bring any sign ificant change in their life particularly in the 

IOOay's high living cost. On top of this the ekub is formed by those people who know each other 

w(11 and who are living in the same Kebele or neighborhood. Thererore in this study ekub is 

primarily treated as part of community soc ial tie rather than economic indicator but it is also 

77 

-



stiles as a way of sav ing fo r the people. At the same time this docsn', h k b mean I at ~ u as one 

means of saving belongs to only the lower socio economic position. 

H l-lolising situation a nd re lated fac ilities 

Housing and related amenities are probably among the physical capital that can depict the aClUal 

living condition of urban res idents. Housing in its very nature has a different connotation that 

ranges acroSS socia l, economic and cultural spirits beside its direct function ofshcltcr ing. To this 

end, assessment or basic feat ures of the housing sector of the city has to be made in order to draw 

imperntive policy recommendations beyond understanding the general performance orlhe sector. 

Beilg the last main section of the discuss ion, different variables in connection to the housing 

situation and related fac ilities are discussed in detai l. In this sect ion the housing condition is 

discussed by separately looking at the physical condition of the house and its connection to 

various services, Such as type of ownership of housing unit, main construction materials, age of 

the house, existence of separate sleeping room, primary source of water, type of bathing and 

toile! facilities are discussed. 

Physical cOIlt/itioll oftlte house 

4.9. 1 House ownership 

As indicated in table 4.13 around 56.3% of the respondents reported as they have the ir own 

private housing unit, 27.1 % have rented out the ir house from the Kebele followed by renting out 

'he h h . 't of respondents covered by the 
Ir Ouse from private owners (16.7%). Therefore t e maJor! y 

"j . 401 r I I've in rented houses which 
u y live in their own housing un its. Whereas around 4 100 tlem I 

CO Id " .' r II . table su mmarizes the distribution 
U partly indicate their actual living situat ion. The LO oWlIlg , 

of~ I' . Spondents by the type of house ownership they Lve Ln, 
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Table 4. 13: distributions of respondcnts b ' I . 
) IOUSC 0\\ IIcrsh If} 

Ca tegory Frequcncy I)ercent 

House ownership rivatel owned 216 56.3 
Rent from Kebele 104 27.1 

Rent from rivate owner 64 16.7 
Total 384 100.0 

SOl/ree: Own Survey and Computation, 2014 

Those households who rent out the ir house from privute owncrs arc correspondingly negligiblc 

in terms of number. The major ity ofthe househo lds who livc in rented houses are sheltered in the 

Kebele houses. The data obtained through observat ion revea led that, Kebe le houses arc very sub 

standard shelters with walls made of mud and wood whose roof is covered with corrugatcd iron 

sheets. This is due to the very old nature of the houses thm some reach up to 60 years old. 

Generally, Most of them are old, deteriorated and made of non-durable housing construction 

materials such as wood and mud block and thus in most cases do not satisfy the criteria of 

descent housing. 

When we see the monthly rent for those who rented oul their housing un its, the maximum and 

minimum rent for Kebe le houses is 30 and J.25 ETG respectively. AI thc same lime Ihe 

maximum and minimum re nt for those who rent out from private owncrs is 1200 and 50 ETB 

reSlX!ctively. This shows that people who live in the Kebelc houses are paying very low which 

can be seen as a good opportun ity to live in any she lter than the street. 

M.2 The main construct ion materia ls and age of the house 

Ma I· . . 1 d criteria One indicator ofa 
ny ttcratures mentioned that acceptable houslllg IS re atc to many . 

haUling quality is its durab ility. Durable house is defined as a housing unit built on a non­

haz d . . b' ~ m the extremes of climatic 
ar ous location and adequate enough to protect ItS mha ltant5 ro ' 
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conditions such as rain, heat , cold, humidity. In relation to these rT41in construction materials that 

the housing un it is built from can be one good indicator of the durability or sustainability of the 

house. Based on the understanding of durability in connection with the type of main construction 

materials, the findings show that nearly 77 % of the households live in d\\clling units made of 

non-durable wall material, that is, wood and mud. Only 13% of the househo lds dwell in housing 

quarters built of relatively durable wall material such as Olockcts and bricks. Simi larly the dnto 

obtained from the observation revea led that most of the households live in houses that havc 

corrugated iron sheet. These all depicts how the majority orhousing units in the eity are featurcd 

with dilapidalions which might imply the need for appropriate interventions towards slum 

improveme nts. Table 4.14 indicates the main construction materials and age of the house. 

Table 4.14: Main construction materials and age of the housing units 

Category Frequency l'ercent 

wood with mud 279 72.7 

The main construction wood and mud with stone 
16 4.2 

material of the house cover(Ashuha girf) 

Blockets 48 12.5 

Brick 41 10.7 

Total 384 100.0 

< 10 128 33.3 

11-20 71 18.5 

Age of the house 21-30 63 16.4 
In 

year 31 40 89 23.2 

41 50 31 8.1 

51 + 2 .5 

Tota l 384 100.0 

SOI/ree: Own Survey and Compulation, 2014 
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As the researcher has tried to discuss in the previous page the s',gn' l": '. . 
, Ilicanl majOrity of tile housing 

lIn~s are constructed out of wood and mood which is the distinctive (calure of non durable 

houses On top of this most of the houses are very old which makes t"- h ' d' . 
. lie ousmg con IlIOn most 

horrible. On one hand the construction material and on the other hand Ihe aged nature of houses 

put Ihe houses at their dilapidated state. Specifically speaking around 50 % of the total surveyed 

houses arc aged more than 20 years and to see a more extreme figure around 32 % of the houses 

are aged more than 30 years. It is pretty clear for everyone to imagine a house constructed QuI of 

non durable materials of wood and mud and aged more than 30 or 40 years without anything. 

This is the worst fonn of she lter in human living situation except those who have no home at all 

and live on the street. 

409.3 Separate sleeping rooms 

As clearly indicated in table 4. 15, the vast majority of the housing units ha .... e separate sleeping 

units which accounts around 82 % of the total surveyed households. Only the remaining 18.2 % 

of the housing units have no separate sleep ing rooms so that they sleep in a place where they 

carry out other do mest ic activities inside their housing unit. This is typical of II househo ld with 

lower socio economic status and part icularly those who are li ving in houses which rented out 

from the Kebele. The followi ng table shows this fact. 

Table 4.15: Separate slceping rooll1S in the housing unit 

Is there Separate Category Frequcncy Percent 

sleeping room in your Yes 314 81.8 

house? No 70 18.2 

Total 384 100.0 

. Source. Own SUI vey and COli/pitta/lOll, 2014 
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4.9.4 Type of toilet, bathing and kitchen r:lciliti~ 

For many urban areas the issue of sanitation and waSle disposal is at the forefront of any 

discussion in urban environmental protection and management. There is nearly similar case for 

most of African countries including Ethiopia as according to different literatures and UN Il abiial 

reports. Hence the large majority of urban residents live in inadequately hygiene conditions. This 

is resu lted from inappropriate wastc management since urban areas by their very nature generate 

more waste and could be dangerous unless properly disposed find managed. The following table 

shows the type of loilet, bathing and kitchen facilities in the households. 

Table 4.16: distrib utions of households by the type of kitchclI , toilct alld bnthillg facility 

Category Frequency 11crcclli 

Private kitchen 324 84.4 

Shared kitchen 27 7 
Type of kitchen facility 

Ooen space in the cOl~lI1d 16 4.2 

Other 17 4.4 

Total 384 100.0 

Private Pit 322 83.9 I 
Shared pit 52 13.5 

Type of toilet facility 
Ooen space 8 2.1 

Other 2 0.5 

Total 384 100.0 

79 20.6 
Private shower 

2 0.5 
Shared shower 

277 72.1 
Open soace in the comnound 

4 I 
Type of bathing faci li ty Open space in the area of water source, 

2 0.5 
oub lic bath (private & cit y administration) 

20 5.2 
Other 

Total 384 100.0 

SOufee: Own Survey and Computation, 20].1 
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As indicated in the above table, 84.4 % respondents have the'· . 
If Own separate kllchen fono\\cd by 

shared kitchens which account about 7%. Around 4 2 o/c of the I " " . 0 lOusmg Umts have no ~itchcn 

facil ity rather they use the open space available in the compound G II he . coera y t re afC a greater 

number of households who have private kitchen facility than separate slee " " h" pmg rooms 10 I Clf 

housing unit s. This figure shows only the availability and didn't consider the quali!) of Ihe 

kitchen facility they have even though it is not dimcult to imagine. One can imagine Ihe quality 

of the kitchen out of tile type and nature oCthe housing unit itse lf and therefore mOSI of them 3re 

poor in quality and some may have not wall and roof. 

Table 4.16 also shows that, about 83.9 % of the respondents have private toilet followed by 

shared pits which account about 13.5 % and there are also a small proportion of households who 

use open spaces outside their compound (2. 1 %). For the hygiene situat ion of households to 

improve, it must have easy access to functioning and hygienic toi let facilities. Appropriate basic 

saniation facility playa crucial role in ensuring good health. Despite the poor quality of most of 

the toilets in the town, it is thankfu l to see this much number of people who have their own 

private toi let facility for the household. 

Just like access to toilet fac ility, it is also equally important that access to bathing facility is 

crucial for the well being of a household. In the town there is no public shower (o f government). 

ArOUnd 72.1 % of the surveyed households use open space in the compound for bathing. Only 

few have their own private bathing facility (about 20.6%). Other bathing mechanisms such as 

.L d h d bl" shower count only insignificant 
;)IIi1IC s ower, open space in the area of water source an pu IC 

In flImbc r. 

To' . h' Il y characterized by poor quality 
)Um up the housing situation in Debre Markos lown IS Ig l 

d I I I rms of quality, Ihe large 
UCto old age, non durable buildings and less accessed selt emenlS. 11 e 
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I 

majority of houses constructed afC of substandard class that is . 1 b·1 . , mam y UI t usmg wood and mud 

materials. There are also houses who share the same wall in addition to their dilapidated nature 

particularly Kebele houses. One can observe relatively better quality ho· . . h d usmg umts WII goo 

settlement layout only in the new sett lements even though their access to road is not yet 

completed and which represent a small portion orthe total residents orthe lown. 

CO/lllectioll to services 

Status of connect ion to different services is also another indicator of the status of Ihe urb.11l 

housing sector. This study pr inc ipally addressed access to electricity, piped water & telephone. 

Access to these services in many cases is re lated to aITordability. Thus, poor households who 

cannot afford private connect ions are usually forced to use primitive ways. This is true especially 

in the case of water and electricity. Details of connection of the house to different services are 

discussed in the fo llowing pages. 

4.9.5 The main source of water ill the household 

The provision of purified and adequate water is becoming a critical issue for urban dwellers 

without which life wi ll be difficult. Water is one of tlte basic necess ities of human life and suppl y 

ofc lean water is absolutely necessary for healthy life. In fact , most of residents of the study area 

have water pipes in their homes. However the data gathered in the in depth interview asserted the 

irregularity of water flow. Table 4.17 clearly shoWS the proportion of sample households in their 

use of type of primary source of water for their household. The vast majority of households 

covered by the study have access to potable water as the main source for domestic purposes. 

Around 72.9 % have private tap in their compound followed by those who consume shared lap in 

the compound which accounts 15.7%. Similarly 7.8 % of the surveyed households ha\'e 
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connection inside the ir ho use which also indicated h be t e Iter constructed houses. Only small 

proportions (4.2 %) of households use water from unprotected ..... ell or spring, lakes and other 

sources. Access to an improved source of drink· g In water reduces the likelihood of the 

communit y's vulnerability to disease and 'd . Cp l emles particularly water born diseases. The 

following table shows detai l of the find ings. 

Table 4. 17: Distribution of respondents by m:ljor sources of wal er 

Category I'rcc\ucll cy I"erce lll 

The main source of Ta inside the house 30 7.8 

Private Ta in the com und 280 72.9 
wa ter in the Shared Ta in the com ound 39 10.2 

household Ta outside the com und 19 4.9 

Other water source 16 4.2 

Total 384 100.0 

SOI/ ree: Own Survey and Computation, 201-1 

4.9.6 Access to telecommunication, electricity lind Iype of pu rpose they use 

These days access to electricity and information and communication facilities arc becoming an 

indisputable input to improve quality of life and create well informed soc ieties. The role of 

media, information technologies and communication services and networks like telephone, 

Internet and fax serv ices are ve ry important to speed up all rounded development. The 

tremendous progress in telecommunication network development made recently by the country 

alarmingly increased the proport ion of households who have acceSS to these particular services. 

The various purposes that households use electric power were also part of the assessment to see 

the main source of energy for domestic activities as an urban center. The following table 

disp layed the status of household's access to teleconllnunication. electricity and various purposes 

they USe electric power. 
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Table 4.18: TelephoneJrnobile subscription ele t •. t C nClly and type of purpose th ey use 

Category Frequcncy I}erccnt 

fixed telephone lineJmobile Yes 336 87.5 
No 48 12.5 

subscription 
Total 384 100.0 

Access to electricity Yes 376 97.9 
No 8 2.1 

Tota l 384 100.0 
Various purposes they use electric Li hlin onl 215 56.0 

Li htill and cookin t 64 16.7 
power Lighting, cook ing and 

97 25.3 
frid 'e 

Total 376 97.9 

Source: Oll'n Survey and Computation, 2014 

As clearly indicated in the above table, about 87.5 % of the surveyed households are either 

mobi le or fixed telephone lines subscribers in the household. Only the remaining 12.5% 

househo lds do not have any of these telecommunication services. This is a clear indicator of the 

significant progress in the te lecommunication service sector in the town. This can be seen as one 

among the basic features of urbanism or urban way of life in which people translate their 

messages and information through these menses which do not necess itate frequent physical 

contacts. 

Among the many character izing features of urban areas, access to electric ity can be mentioned as 

one feature even though rura l areas are currently getting access of these services. The findings 

ind icated that close to 98 % of the sample households have electricity co nnection and the 

remaining 2 % had no electricit y. Similarly out of those who have access to electricity 

connection, 57.2 % of the households use electricity only for lighting purpose and only 25.8 % 

use for mu lt ipurpose purpose (lighting, cooking and fridge). From this one can understand that 
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only a quarter of the total electricity users utilize elect 'c fi . r1 po\\cr or multiple purposes but the 

significant majority of the respondents use electricity for lighting purpose. 

4.10 Key development challenges identified in the town 

Under this section the researcher tried to identify key challenge of Dcbre Markos town on the 

basis of the data obtained through personal observation by the researchc ad · . • r n revlewmg some 

relevant documents including town administration office documents. The survey data is also 

used in one or another way as per the ir relevance. Hence unemployment, absence of common 

spaces and the inappropriate environmental management arc mentioned as major challenges of 

the lown as an urban center. 

A. Unemployment 

Unemployment is identified as one possible challenge that hampers the urban development 

process of the town. Despite the government's effort in the de velopment of small and micro 

enterprises which are meant to create massive employment opportunities, it can't be the last cure 

for the high rate of unemployment under going in the town. Any urban deve lopment direction 

has to prolect the urban poor and the vulnera ble groups. Therefore as one impOItanl feature of 

W'ban development, the creation of enough employment opportunities has to be realized for the 

residents particularly for the urban poor. It will further positive ly affect the economic rea lity of 

the entire country. On top of this it has a potential to reduce the migration ofa bulk ofpcople 

towards the prime cities and create many socia l problems there. 
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8. Waste management problems 

Like in many deve loping cities, a rapid population growth and h'gh I c_ . . 1 rum -UfwO mIgratIOn poses 

many environmental challenges for urban centcrs of Ethiopia One of th s h II . I • . e e c a coges IS rc aleu 

to dry waste management. The inadequate so lid waste management system has resulted in the 

accumulation of waste on open lands, in drains and around residential area of the city, causing 

trouble especially due to bad smelling, water pollution and burning of waste (air pollution) and 

consequently aggravates the spread of diseases. In many areas of the town there arc 

inappropriately disposed domestic wastes dispersed over roads and inside neighborhoods. This 

situation is believed to result in poor urban environmental conditions which in turn present II 

formidable threat to health of the inhabitants of the town. 

A study by Tiwari and Tiwari (2012), entilled "an o\"eMliew of Solid lVasle Managemelll Syslem 

ill Debre Markos ToU'n oj Elhiopia" indicated that only 40% of waste is coi1l!ctcd and that the 

trucks transporting waste are not for solid waste transportation purposes and there are no 

standard transfer stations in the lown. These are indicators of poor environmental protection 

system in the town even though urban life in its very nature generates more waste. This is due to 

Ihe fact that urban residents are users of en on no us commodities of waste generating potential in 

re lation to their socio economic statuS. The data obtained through observation also confirmed the 

existence of many dirty spaces throughout the town as a result of inappropriate disposal and 

mismanagement. Most of the wastes are from domest ic sources. 

C. Absence of public places 

I D b is not in commendable number and 
n c re Markos town the number of common spaces 

condition . It is on ly recent ly that the previously king Teklehaimanot square is changed in to 

88 

-



green area and nowadays it is serving as a public space and recreational site for resKtents of the 

vn In addition to serving as a recreational and resting place for the people .... hich is also 10\ . 

e~ntial in magnifying beaut ies ofthe town and increases the aesthetic value. 
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CHAJ'TER FIVE 

SUMMARY, CONCLUSION ANO RECOMMENDATIONS 

The sample 384 households in the four Kebeles of the town co · db h" ... erc y t IS study \\-cre found to 

ac eTiS les. c summary of the ha\c severa l distinguishing socio - economic and housing char t . t " Th 

research findings. conclusions drawn from the research findings and contributions and 

recommendat ions of the study are provided in this chapter. 

5.1 SUMMARY AN D CONCLUSION 

SUlIlma ry 

The focus of this study was urbanism and living condit ions of residents of Dcbre Markos town 

and spec ifically assessed the socia economic and housing chnraClcristics. Both primary and 

secondary sources were used to carry out the study. A lolal of384 house hold heads \\erc selected 

and the study was undertaken in four Oul oCthe total seven Kcbelcs oC the town: Kebcle 01, 02. 

03 and 05. The socio demographic characteristics (education, family size, marital status, religion 

ard ethnicity), economic issues (income, employment, savings). participation in local social 

organizations (membership to Edir, Ekub and Mahiber), housing and related faci lities (house 

ownership, kitchen, bathing and toilet facilities, access to electricity including various purposes 

tl¥!y use the electric power) of the household were the major variables entertained in this study. 

The survey data was analyzed through descriptive statistics using SPSS·20 version. Based on the 

analysis all the data gathered through different methods the following results "ere obtained. 

In the past few years the town is getting expanded from different directions. Almost all of the 

areas through which the town is getting stretching are residential areas consisting of newly 

constructed housing units. This is a clear indicator of an increase in the population of the town as 
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one man ifestation of urbanization and its increased dema d f "d" " n 0 res! cnt ml housmgs. lienee II 

number of condominium housing sites are constructed to reduce the housing shortage in the 

IOwn. Whenever the issue of infrastructure is concerned Debre Marko "k b" 10 " . ,5 IS no",n y Its ng lime 

stagnation and decay ing of ditTerent facilities in the lown. For instance when onc contrast the 

number and increasing demand of the inhabitants to the existing poor road quality and quantity 

makes one aware to see the problem further. To sum up Road is among the poorly prov isioned 

infrastructure in the town. 

Serv ice providers are mushrooming over time, such as hotels, cafes and restaurants, mobi le 

centers, internet cafes and barber shops are to list some as one emerg ing feature of the town 

taking more of the characteristics of an urban center. The role of micro and small scale 

enterprises is also commendable in creating employment opportunities and contributes for urban 

development even though much has to be done yet in this regard. 

The inst itutional condition of the town .were assessed from the point of view of the number and 

progress of their physical establ ishments as important manifestations of an urban area and their 

infrastructural situations. Hence, financial institutions arc mushrooming indicating the growing 

commercial act ivity of the town. Regarding the educational sector, currently one Government 

Un iversity and a number of colleges both private and government are set up and functioning in 

the town. In re lation to the health sector there is an increas ing trend and diversity of health 

centers in the town including specialized private clinics are also found in the town in the past few 

years. 

When we see the socia demographic characteristicS of respondents, around 96.9 % and 99 % of 

h 
" h· t ns of their religious and ethnic 

t c respondents are from orthodox Christianity and Am ara III en 
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composition. When we see the educational stalus of sa I h mp e ouschold heads. around 20% are 

illiterates and about 75% have no any college or university e' . xpenence respectl\cl). The later can 

be viewed among the possible challenges to pursue permanc t I .. . n emp oyment opportumtles In any 

. 0 size t c majOrity 0 government or non government organizations Concerning the housch Id' h .' f 

households can be judged as medium sized househo ld (4·6) followed by small sized households 

consisting of less than three members. 

Households are interconnected through different social networks in the form of membership 10 

local social organizations o r institut ions such as Ecfir, Mahiber and Ekllb. lIence 83.9% nrc 

members of Edir and the remaining are not member. Around 55.2% and 5 I % of thc respondcnts 

are member ofMahiber and ekub respectively. Regardless of their membership to different socia l 

networks, most view the ir interaction with their neighborhood diffe rently. Almost half of the 

respondents have e ither medium or weak relationship with their neighbors. 

Typ ically, employment is the main source of income nnd rOllte to improved we ll -being and 75.3 

% arc employed out of which Self employment takes the lion which accounts 46.6% fo llo,,,ed by 

government employees. From se lf employed household heads, home based enterprise (preparing 

and sel1 ing of local dr ink &food) and trade activities stood fi rst and second from these catcgories 

(38.5% and 27.4%) respect ively. When we see the numbcr of unemployed household members 

(in the working age group), about 51.4 % have at least one unemployed household member in the 

household. Regarding income around 40010 of the IOtal respondents earn below 1000 ETB per 

month at household level. We can imagine this amount of money with most of the household 

whose size is 4-6 members and have a rough estimate of the month ly income per head. 52. 1% of 

the respondents have savings out of wh ich half of them save in banks and other financial 

Institutions the rest save their cash in the form of Ekub. 1·lence those people in the lo\\er 
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economic st rata whose way of saving is in the form of ekub " d" " arc more an In lentor of thetr 

solidarity and soc ial tie than economic function. 

Concerning the housing condition, this study covers varieties of variables. About 56.3% of the 

respondents have their own privet housing unit followed by rented out from the Kcbele and 

private owners. Around 72.7% of the house is constructed out of non durable material of wood 

and mood and on ly 23.2% of the houses are constructed out of Blockets and bricks. In aggregate 

around 50 % of the age of the total surveyed houses arc more than 20 years and to see (\ more 

extreme figure around 32 % of the houses arc aged morc than 30 years. 82 % of the housing units 

have separate sleeping units and 84.4 % have their own private kitchen followed by shared 

kitchens. Concerning the toilet facility 83.9 % of the respondents have private toilet. 72. 1 % of 

the respondents use open spaces in the compound for bathing. The vast majority of households 

covered by the study have access to potable waler as the main source for domestic purposes. In 

relation to telecommunication 87.5 % of the surveyed households are either mobile or fixed 

telephone lines subscribers. Close to 98 % orthe sample households have electricity connection 

out of which 57.2 % use electric power for only lighting purpose. Regarding the possible 

cha llenges of the town, une mployment , absence of public places and inappropriate waste 

management are identified by this study. 

93 

-



Conclusion 

nomic Impact on t residents An increase in the population size of a certain town has a SOC·1O eco .. he· 

• p e. s ur n lIe can Iter due to an increase in the demand of such huge concentration or pco I A ba I· c be 

1I 109 a consequence be understood by the multitude of interrelated factors whereby the ca se be· 

simultaneously so critical identification of the variables is important to get a clearer piclUre of an 

urban center in a rap idly urbanizing country. 

Nowaday Oebre Markos is undergoing a rapid spatial expansion resulted from residential 

housing demand for the growing population. The average annual spatial expansion of the lown is 

3.38% and the average annual population increase rate is 2.3%. This is a clear indicator of an 

increase in populat ion size and its corresponding impact on high rate of spatial expansion. The 

stead ily increase of rate of population pred icts that there will be high urban expansion in the 

future. 

The result of the study ensures the existence of homogenous culture, same language, similar 

religion and strong social values in the town. This is somehow contrary to Wirth's theoretical 

position which explains that urban areas identified by their extent in terms of important variables 

such as, size, density and heterogeneity, and that these factors were considered as key 

determinants for the state of local social organization, nttitudes and behavior. In addition, he 

explained urbanism or urban life as being composed of heterogynous, sccondary·group 

associations, and increased segmentation of soc ial roles :md poorly· defined norms that led to 

alienation. One can argue that the level of urbaniz.1lion of the town may matter the degree of 

heterogeneity in the eyes of different social characteristics. But Oebre Markos "hich is a home 

of more than 93,000 people and being a zonal administrative seat is found to be significantly 
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holllogeneous in terms of religion, language (ethnicity) and other social characteristics. This 

might have an impact on the urban developmenl prospect of the town in relation to reinforcing 

the already known urban life style which may need further studies in this regard. 

Coming to the economic condit ion, dwellers are engaged in occupations. which have limited 

returns. These include small trade and industry, government employee, and urban agriculture etc. 

Most female headed households are predominant ly engaged in the business of preparing and 

se lling the traditiona l ' popular' drink-Tella. The business activity of the town of is promising 

even though most of the people are economically poor. Therefore the economic activity and 

soc ial infrastructure of the town is low and the overall life standard of the inhabitants is not in 

good condition. 

The housing sector is also characterized by non durable materials of \-..'ood and mud and less 

accessed in terms of various fac ilities. The significant majority of residents have access to pipe 

water despite the many complain made by residents in the irregularity of the water now. Kitchen 

and toilet facilities are also accessed by many househo lds in the town even though the quality is 

highly questionable. Regarding the bathing/shower facility, most residents of the town have no 

separate shower room instead they use open spaces in the co mpound. 
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;.2 RECOMMENDATION 

Based on the findings ofth is study the researcher has suggested the following recommendations 

,. Further assessment and stud ies: The present study is more of a situation analysis of the 

overall situat ion based on descriptive analys is on a vcry wide range of physical and socio­

economic situat ion of residents of the town by taking the household as a unit of analysis. The 

study is wide in scope and does not made an in-depth look at anyone of prominent and 

targeted issue. Therefore, in order to have an in-depth analysis on anyone pressing issue 

related to the households; further targeted studies using a mix of study methodologies wilh a 

separate look at any ofthe aspects of tile residents arc recommended. lienee this study can be 

a good spring board for anyone who is interested to conduct further study on this particular 

historical town. 

} The town administration has to give more attention for environmental condition by giving 

due emphasis in teaching the residents about the appropriate waste dispos..11 system. 

} Finally the researcher would like 10 emphasize the role of smal l and micro enterprises and 

their paramount significance in creating employment opportunity and increasing the income 

level of residents. Therefo re it has to be strengthened and widened the scope of production in 

different activities. Particularly young segments of the people and women \\ho are engaged 

in home based enterprises (selling Tella) and prostilUtion are bener if they are organized and 

. . ··fi tly improve their life and change 
engaged in small and micro enterpnses. ThiS can Slgl1l Ican 

the image of the entire the town. 
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APpendix A: 

Questionnaire for sample household heads 

Addis Ababa Univers ity 

Graduate studies of social sc ience 

Department of Sociology 

Dear respondents: _ the main purpose of this questionnaire is to gather information on the socia 

economic and housing situation of residents of Debre Markos town for the panial fulfillment of 

master's degree in socio logy. Since this questionnaire is for academic reasons. you are expected 

to provide genuine, accurate and balanced information. Your genuine information is highly 

valuable as it dett:nnine the success of this study. Therefore, the researcher is very much grateful 

for the sacrifice you pay to this end and the information gathered wi ll be highly confidential and 

wil1 be only for the purpose of this research. 

General Direct ions: 

1. You are kind ly requested to give genuine responses. 

2. Put the numbers you agree with to those questions which arc not multiple choices. 

3. The study is ent irely academic and a\l responses are confidential. 

4. Feel free to respond. 

Thank Vou in Advance! 



Segment I : Certification 

Interviewer's Name: _________ __ _ 

Signature: ______________ _ 

Date western (D-M-Y): _________ _ 

Segment 2: Ident ification 

\. Questionnaire ID Number ..... ....... . .... . ... ....... ...... .. ..... ............................ . 

2. Kebele (see the attached code sheet) ...... ... .. . ... ...... ···························............... 0 

Segment 3: household profi le: socio demogr.lphic issues 

I. Household head's Age: ........... ... ...... . .. ...................................................... rn 
2. Household head's Sex: (l =Male, 2=Female) . .. ....... ....... ...................................... " 0 

3. Religion: (1= Orthodox, 20: Muslim, 3=Catholic, 4=protcstant, 5=others) ·······················0 

4. Ethnicity: (1= Amhara 20: Oromo 3=Tigre, 4=Gurage, 5= Others Specify) ..................... 0 

5. Mar ital Status: (1= Single, 20: Married, 3=Divorccd, 4=Widowed, 5=Separated) .............. 0 

6. What is the maximum grade level achieved by the household head? ............................ 0 

(1= lJI iterate, 2= Read and write, 3= Primary (1-8), .t=Secondary (9·12). 5=Diploma Holder. 

6=First Degree Holder, 7= above MAIMSC 

7. Household size (includes all that reside together) .............................. " ................. m 



8. How long have you (and your household) been living in Debre Mark ? os ............................ 0 

(\= <5 years, 2=5-\ 0 years, 3= \0- \5 years, 4=16-20, 5= >2 1) 

Segment 4: Membership to local social organizations 

9. Is your househo ld member of'Edir'? (l=yes, 2= no) .... .................................. ··········· 0 

10. Is your househo ld member of'Mohiber'? (t=yes, 2= no) ...................... ··· ··················· 0 

II. Is your househo ld member of' Ekub '? (1= yes, 2= No) ....... .. ................................... 0 

12. How do you rate the strength of the relationship Ihal ex ists in your ncighoorhood? ............... 0 

(l=very strong, 2=strong, 3= medium, 4=weak) 

Segment 5: house and housing related facilities 

13. Who is the owner of your housing unit? .......... ..................................................... 0 

(l=privately owned, 2=Rented from Kebele, 3= Rented from private owner, 

4=others, specify ______ ?,) 

14. If you have rented the house, how much do you pay per month (in Birr)? .................... ···1 I I I J 
, OJ 

I S. How many rooms does your house has? ................................ . .... . .................... .. 

16. What are the main construction materials of the house you live in? ............................... 0 
( \= Wood with mud, 2=B10cket~ 3= bricks, 4= (wood with mud .nd .. huh. girQ, 5=if 

other specify ________ _ 

CD 17. How long ago the house YO ll live in was built? ................ ................. .................................... . 



18. Does your house have separate sleep ing rooms? ( I=Yes, 2=No) ....................... ····· ········ 0 
19. Does your house have separate dini ng room? ( I=Yes. 2= No) ...... . ........... ···················· o 
20. What kind of kitchen does your house have? ........................................................ . o 

(I=Private kitchen, 2= Shared kitchen, 3=Open space in the compound, 

4=if other spec ify, _________ _ 

2 1. What ki ng of to ilet fac ility does yo ur house haw? ..................................... , ............ 0 
( t=Private Pit, 2=Shared pit, 3 =Public toilet, 4 Open space 

5= if other specify _______ _ 

22. What kind of Bathing/Shower faci lity docs your househo ld use most? ........................... 0 

( 1= Private shower, 2=Shared shower, 3""'Open space in the compound, 

4 =Open space in the area of water source, 5=public bath (private & city administration), 

6= if other spec ify _________ _ 

23. What is the ma in source ofwaler for your household? ............................................................ 0 

( t=Piped water, 2=ifother spec ify, ___________ _ 

24. What ki nd of piped water services does your househo ld consume currently? ..................... 0 

( l =Tap inside the house, 2= private Tap in the compound, 3= shared Tap in the compound, 

4=Tap outside the compound, 5=if other specify, _________ _ 



25. Are you a subscriber ofa fixed telephone line/mobile? ( 1= Yes, 2= No) ............. ············· 0 
26. Do you have your own-metered electricity? ( I=Yes, 2= No) ........................................ 0 
27. For what purpose do you use? ................................................................................................... 0 

(1 = Lighting only, 2=Lighling and cooking, 3=Lighting. cooking and fridge 

4=if other spec ify _________ _ 

Segment 5: Economic issues (income and elllp loyment) 

28. What is the employment status of your household head? .......................................................... 0 

( I::::Self-cmpJoyed, 2=Private Employee, 3= Government employee, 4=NGO employee, 

5= unemployed, 6= if other spccify ___________ _ 

29.lf "se lf. employed" Which type of own-account the household head engaged in?: ............ 0 

(1= Pelty-tmdc/Gullit, 2=Homc-based enterprises (food, Beverage), 3= Trade, 

4= I-iandicrafi (embroidery. pottery, Metal I Wood Work), 5=l lotel Service, 

6=ifother spec ify _________ _ 

30. How many economically active unemployed individuals are there in your household? ........... D 

31. The total annual income that all members of your household earn (in Birr)? ..................... 0 

( 1 ~<6000, 2~6001-12000, 3~ 1 201-18000, 4~ 18001-24000, 

5~2400 1-30000, 6~3000 1-36000, 7~>3600 1 ) 

I 

I 



32. Have yo ur household sav ing account? ( 1= No. 2=Yes) ................. ················· ·•· .. ··· ..... 0 

33. What is your \vay of sav ing? ................................................................................................... ... 0 

( I=bank (including micro finance inst itutions). 2= Ekub. 3=cash at home) 



Appendi x B: 

Interview guide for the key informant 

Dear informants, the main purpose of this interview questions is to gathcr information or data on 

urbanism and genera l living conditions of Dcbre Markos town for the prll1ial fulfillment of 

master's degree in soc iology. Dear informants. you arc expected to provide genuine . accurate 

and balanced information for questions asked as the information is highly valuable for the 

success of this study. Therefore, the researcher is very much grateful for thc S<lcrifice you pay to 

this end. 

T/HlIIk yOll ill m/wlIIce! 

I. Ge neral inform:ttion 

I. Age _ Sex ____ Marital Status -------

2. Level of Education' _________ _ 

3. Position ifany ____________________ _ 

n. I' hysical infraslructurJ.1 Sitll:1lioll of til e lown 

4, Do you notice the phase and rate of urban spatial expansion in Dcbre Markos town? 

S, How the recent spatial expansion of Debre Markos town looks like as a basic feature of 

urbanization? Probe for the expansion trend in years 

6, Condominium housing units, how many condominium sites and houses are there in the town? 



7. How many are the medical, educational faci lities and banks! credit institutions currently 

opera! ing in the town? 

8. How about the micro and sma ll scale enterprise development of the town look like? 

9. The housing condition of the town. probing about the constrllction materials, how old they 

have been and HOllsing related facilities 

10. The environmenta l condition of the town, how the sanitation and waste management 

condition of the town looks like? 

III. Soc ia-economic iss ues 

II. The occupation <lnd employment situation of res idents of the town? 

12. Ilow about the business diversification (hote l, irllernet service, business centers and other 

commercial establishments in the town? 

13. Can you tell me the recent Socia l and economic changes witnessed in the town? 

14. Are there any signific<lnce problems regarding the rapid urbanization in this town? If yes, 

what kind of problems? Probe for Environmental problems, Infrastructure problem, 

A vailability of affordable land for housing. Availability of <lffordable public housing etc. 

IV. More inform:lIion 

1. If you may have more information .please don't hesitate to state: 



Appendix C: 

Interview guide fo r selected residents of the town 

Dear informants. the main purpose of this imerview questions is to gather information or data on 

the socio economic and ho using situation of residents of Debre Markos Town for the partial 

fulfillment of master's degree in soc io logy. De<lr informants, you are expected to provide 

genuine, accur<lle and ba lanced info rmation for qucstio ns asked as the information is highly 

valuable for the success of this study. Thcrefore, the researchcr is very much gratefu l for the 

sflcrifice you pay to this end and the inform<ltion gathered will be highly confidential. 

Thank YOII ;11 m/1'llllce! 

V. Ccnc m l information 

15. Kebelc ________ _ 

16. Age 5cx ___ _ 

17. Mflrital Status ______ _ 

J 8. Leve l of Education, _________ _ 

19. Household size __________ _ 

VI. Incomc a nd cmploy mcnt s ituation 

20. Are you employed? 

21. How could you see your general living condition regarding your income and its compatibi lity 

with your needs and expenditures? 



VII. Housing situation 

22. Who is the owner of the house you live? If you rent it how much you pay monthly? 

23. Howald the house is, number of rooms. structure and quality of the house including the 

construction materials. access to basic fac il ity of the house such as road, water, light, 

te lephone shower? 

VIII . Mcmbcrship to loca l org:llli zatio ns :lml socia l tics 

24. Are you member of loca l social organization (Ekub. Edir, Mahibcr etc) if not why? 

25. How do yo u see your relationship with them your neighbors? 

26. 00 you seek the support of your neighbors freely whenever you need in lime of trouble, 

pleasure etc. why? 

27. How do you see the celebrations in different ceremonies thaI ),ou held together with your 

neighbors? 

28. Do you think you have relationship of thrusl with your neighbors? Ilo\\' and why? 

29. How do you see the general living condition in your neighborhood? Are you satisfied with 

the relationship you have with your neighbors? Why? 



Appendix 0: Observation checklist 

This cheek list is prepared to carry out observation on Dcbrc Markos town to gathcr relc\ant 

information regarding its physica l infrastructural conditions. the economic diversification and 

concentration of economic activities in the town. 

I. Physicnl lnfmstruetura l conditions of the tOWII 

~ Ilow the lown is expanding horizontally 

,. Solid and liquid waste situation of the town . 

.,. The type and condition of infrastrucwre services and utilities. such as common spaces 

road, water, street light etc . 

.,. Service gIVing organizations (hotcl, cafes and restaurants, inlernct cafes. business 

centers, recreational facilitiesl, banks! credit societ ies) 

.,. Educationa l institutions and the changes associated with their establishmcnt. 

2. Housing conditions 

,.. The housing type 

.,. Structural quality of housing, over·crowdedness, layout of settlements. 

3. Economic condition 

,.. How diversified the economic activities are, Formal and informality of economic 

activities and service giving organization and the extent of their concentration 
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