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Abstract 

This thesis presents a catalogue of 14 previously inaccessible and undocumented manuscripts' 

which are present in Beta marianl Church in Lalibela. All of the manuscripts are, "as usual ; .. 

religious in content. They are: I . Lectionary for Palm . Sunday and Passion Week (Homilies 'on 

the Passion); 2. Funeral services; 3. Homilies for the ' Archangel Michael' s festivals with 

Miracles of this Archangel; 4. The Book of Hexaemeron; 5. Miracle of Jesus; 6. The Book of 

penance;7. Arganond W oddase, or Arganond DongOl; 8. Baptism Ritual; 9. Three books of the 

Bible bound together (Samuel, Kings and Isaiah); 10. The Book of Baralam and YawasOf; , 

11-12. Prayers of Incense; 13 , The book of Chants (Mawaso't and Zommare), 14. The Book of 

onqobiihare. . 

The language of all but one of the manuscripts described 'in this catalogue is Go' oz; one . 

manuscript, the book of Hexaemeron, is written predominantly in Amharic and partly ill Go' Oz. 

This manuscript has colored illustrations in high standard traditional Ethiopian style. 
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CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background of the Study 

Ethiopia is a country which has its own history , art, literature etc. all of which are 

preserved in a great variety of inscriptions, hagiographical writings, .and illuminated 

manuscripts. Christianity was introduced to Ethiopia in the 151 century A.D. and was 

made the official religion in the reign of King Ezana in the 4th century A.D. Since the 

introduction of Christianity, Ethiopia has been the home of numerous churches and 

monasteries which are the earliest teaching institutions in the country, for both religious 

and"secular education (Sergew 1975 :8). 

The Ethiopian church is a depository of Ethiopian cultural heritage and, in this capacity, 

possesses thousands of MSS. Every church has a certain nwnber of MSS which are 

used mainly for church services, but there are certain monasteries and churches where 

more MSS are deposited and preserved. The language of early Ethiopian literature is 

almost exclusively Go'oz, originally the spoken and written language of the kingdom of 

Axum. Except for the Axum monuments, the earliest surviving Go' oz documents are 

generall y believed to date to the 13 th century, although of course the written tradition is 

much older (Sergew 1965). 

Lalibela Church: According to Giidlii Lalibela St. Lalibela, built 10 rock-hewn 

churches at the end of the 12'h century. These can divided into three groups. The first 

groups of churches are : 

1. Beta Mariam 

2. Beta Miidxane 'aliim 

3. Beta Miisqii/ 

4. Beta DiillagiJl 

5. Beta GoliJgota(Betti Mic1zael) 

St. Lali bela designated these 5 churches as exanlples of the Earthly Jerusalem. 

The second groups of the churches are : 



6. Beta A mal1l1el 

7. Beta MiirqorelVos 

8. Beta Giibra'el 

9. Betli Libanos 

St. Lalibela called these examples of the Heavenly Jerusalem. 

The last group is a single Church: 

10. Beta Giyorgis 

St. Lalibela called this Church "Noah' s Ark". 

The earliest of the Lalibela churclies is Bela Mariam. It is extensively decorated. The 

. church has two stories and three doors, each door with two pillars. Inside the sanctuary . . 

there is an inner door which is used to go tlu·ough to the upper story. The sanctuary also 

has a left and right side door; all the Beta Mariam manuscripts are kept in the room 

behind the left door. In the front of the sanctuary there is a single large pillar covered 

with a traditional cloth. The pillar is the symbol of Jacob's vision; within the pill ar, the 

equivalent of Alpha and Omega is written in three languages: Hebrew, Greek and · 

Ge 'ez. On the ceiling is the seal of King Solomon and the Star of David. 

1.2 Statement of the Problem 

In Beta Mariam Church in Lalibela there are 56 manuscripts. None has been 

catalogued, but 42 of the manuscripts (between EMML number 6904 to 7303 , with 

interruptions) have been microfilmed by the Monastic Manuscript Microfilm Library 

project (MMMLP). The remaining 14, however, have not been microfilmed or 

documented or catalogued at all. Moreover, the manuscripts present in Beta Mariam 

Church are normally not made available to anyone except the clergy, and thus are 

inaccessible to scholars. 

1.3 Objectives of the Study 

The obj ective ofthe study is to catalogue the 14 manuscripts in Beta mariam Church 

(Lalibela) that are not included in the EMML microfilms. Specifically, the goals are: 
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• To identifY and describe the contents of each manuscript. 

• To provide clear and well-defined information about the physical conditions of 

each manuscript. 

• To facilitate the situation for those who may be interested in reading the 

manuscripts in the future. 

1.4 Significance of the Study 

The catalogue will make available to researchers 14 previously undocurnented 0 8'8z 

manuscripts. 

1.5 Methodology, Sources, and Dating of the Manuscripts 

The firs-thand sources for my research were fourteen Beta Mariam Church 

manuscripts found in Lalibela. The fiel dwork included searching for, selecting, 

reading, measuring, and digitalizing the manuscripts. I have close contact with the 

administration of Lalibela Church and I have served in Beta Mariam Church as a 

deacon. This provided me with a unique opportunity to get access to the fourteen 

Beta Mariam Church manuscripts. I also used some secondary sources, chiefly other 

published catalogues, which were related directly or indirectly to the fourteen 

manuscripts. 

The dating of the Beta Mariam manuscripts presents considerable problems. The 

conditions in which MSS are usually kept in Ethiopia expose them to damage from 

various causes and thus tend to give them an appearance of being older than they 

actually are. The most reliable indication for determining the approximate date is still 

furnished by paleographical criteria, although these have to be employed with much 

caution and qualification and without dogmatic rigidity. 
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1.6 Delimitation of the Study 

Of the ten churches in Lalibela I looked only at the manuscripts found in 

Beta Mariam Church, ignoring the other ten churches. Furthermore, as already 

mentioned, 42 of the 56 manuscripts in Beta Mariam Church have already been 

microfilmed. Thus I have described only the remaining 14, which have never been 

described or documented in any way. 

1. 7 Organization of the Study 

The study is divided into three chapters. Chapter one (the present chapter) IS an 

introduction. It includes background of the study, statement of the problem, objectives 

of the study, significance of the study, methodology and organization of the study, 

overview of the 14 MSS and review of related literature. Chapter two is the body: a 

description and catalogue of the fourteen manuscripts. Chapter three is conclusions . 

and recommendations. 

1.8 Overview of the 14 Manuscripts 

Ethiopia has a long and rich history of manuscripts: It is estimated that the country 

possesses more than half a million manuscripts dispersed in about 20,000 monasteries 

and churches throughout the country. These documents have been kept and preserved · 

from generation to generation in churches and monasteries. By their very nature the 

documents are unique and irreplaceable; most have not been · photographed or · 

microfilmed. All are threatened by an ongoing process of deterioration (Sergew 

1975:11). 

More than 400 of these manuscripts are present in Lalibela churches. Of these churches 

Beta Mariam Church is the oldest and one of the most important. This church possesses 

at least 56 manuscripts. All of the manuscripts are, as usual, religious in content. The 14 

manuscripts which are catalogued here are the following: 
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1. Lectionary for Palm Sunday and Passion Week (Homilies on the: Passion) 

2. Funeral services 

3. Homilies for the Archangel Michael's festivals with Miracles of this Archangel 

. 4. The book of Hexaemeron 

5. Miracle of Jesus 

6. The book of penance 

7. Arganond waddase, or Arganona dangal 

8. Baptism Ritual 

9. Three books of the Bible bound together (Samuel, Kings and Isaiah) 

10. The book of Baralam and yawasaf 

11. prayers. of Incense A 

· 12. Prayers ofIncense B 

13. The book of Chants (Mawasa ' t and Z8mmare) 

14. The book of anqobahare 

The language of all but one of the manuscripts described in this catalogue is Ga'm; 

one manuscript, the book of Hexaemeron, is written predominantly in Amharic and 

partly in Ga' 8z. This manuscript has colored illustrations in high standard traditional 

Ethiopian style. 

On the whole, the 14 MSS which form the subj ect of the present thesis are reasonably 

representative of Ethiopian Church manuscript literature, in range of subject as well as 

in quality. The 14 MSS include a few copies which must be considered fairly old by the 

usual standards of MSS; the majority, however, are of comparatively recent date. While 

there are some very fine specimens in the best tradition of manuscript art, it must be 

admitted that a large number of the MSS described here are of relatively minor value; 

this is true from the point of view of content as well as art. Of the various genres of 

G8' az literature, the MSS in Beta Mariam Church do not include any examples of 

magic scrolls or hi story writing. 
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There is much in the 14 manuscripts of the present catalogue that is of interest 

regarding matters scribal and codicological. Three of the items in .·this catalogue (IV, 

VII, and, XI, (A)) have a leather case (mahdar); item XIII has musical 'notation; items I, 

IV, VII,VIII, and XI have a binding of stamped leather over wooden boards with 

variously colored cloth. The other items are covered in wooden boards. The forms and 

locations of the quire numbers provide another interesting study. Among all fourteen 

codices, there are around 223 quires. The quires consist as a rule of 5 pieces of 

parchment making IO leaves, the writing being in two or three columns according to 

size of the volume. 

The catalogues of Professor Paolo Marrassini, Stefan Strelcyn and Edward Ullendoff 

have been my models in the present thesis. 

1.9 Review of Related Literature 

The large number of MSS in Europe and in Getachew Haile 's and William F. 

Macomber EMML catalogues did not lead one to expect the above 14 manuscripts to 

include anything that had not been previously described. While this view has on the 

whole been confirmed, mention must be made of one notable exception: the Book of 

8nqobahare, as far as I know, does not appear in any other MS catalogues. This book 

has been traditionally believed to be the work of Abba Giyorgis ZiigasoCa. 

The first catalogue of Ethiopian manuscripts preserved in the British Museum was 

published in 1847. It was the work of the great scholar August Dillmann and contained 

descriptions of 82 manuscripts. After him many scholars have presented catalogues of 

Ethiopian manuscripts. Among them the following can be mentioned. 

Dillmann (B.M) 1938. 

I . Paulo Marrassini , I manoscritti etiopici della biblioteca medicealaurenziana II part 

vol. 31, pp.69-72, 1981, Roma Napoli ; he described 21 MSS. 

2. Steve Dellamatr and Demeke Berhane, a catalogue of 23 previously uncatalogued 

Ethiopic MSS in England (Joumal of Semitic Studies supplement). 

3. Getachew Hai le and William F. Macomber. 1975-1993. A catalogue of Ethiopian 

MSS microfilmed library, Addis Ababa and the Hill Monastic MSS microfilm 
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library vol I-X Collegeville, Minnesota; they describe almost 5,000 Ethiopian . 

manuscripts. 

4. Two catalogues of the Ethiopian manuscripts in the Bodleian Library (Oxford) have 

been produced. In 1848 A. Dillmann described thirty-five manuscripts in his 

catalogue codicum Manuscriptorum Bibliotheca Bodleiana Oxonienlsis, Pars. VII. 

Codices Aethiopici (Oxford). 

5. In 1951 Edward Ullendorff described another sixty-six manuscripts III his 

Catalogue of Ethiopian Manuscripts in the Bodleian Library. Volume II (Oxford) . 

6. Sixty-seven Ethiopian manuscripts in the Cambridge University Library were set 

fo rth in 196 1 by Edward Ullendorff along with Stephen G. Wright and D.A. 

Hubbard. in their catalogue of Ethiopian Manuscripts in the C<Ill1bridge University ., . 
Library (Cambridge). 

The largest collection of Ethiopian Manuscripts in Britain is of course to be found at the 

British Library, whose holdings have been set forth in three catalogues. The first 

eighty-two in this collection were catalogued by August Dillmann in his Catalogus 

codicum manuscriptorum orientalium qui in museo Britannico Aservantur (London, 

] H47). The largest number of manuscripts of the British Library were catalogued by W. 

Wright in his Catalogue of the Ethiopic Manuscripts in the British Museum Acquired 

since the Year 1847 (London 1877). He provides information on four hundred and eight 

manuscripts, including some thirty-five which were acquired after 1847 and before the 

Magdala expedition of 1868. Three hundred fifty were acquired by the Magdala 

expedition. The final catalogue is that of Stefan Strelcyn who, in 1974, published his 

Catalogue of Ethiopian Manuscripts in the British Library Acquired since the Year 

1877 (London), which details another one hundred eight manuscripts (some twenty­

four of which he reckons to be from the Magdala expedition). This brings the total of 

the British Library collection to just under six hundred (598) manuscripts. 

Other collections are to be found in the Royal Library, Windsor Castle and at the 

Chester Beatty Library in Dublin, Ireland. A description of the six sun~ ptuous 

manuscripts at Windsor Castl e is to be found in Edward Ullendorffs The Ethiopic 
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Manuscripts in the Royal Library, Windsor Castle (Rassegna Di Studi Etiopici .. 12 

(1954), 71-9). Beatty's fifty-three Ethiopian manuscripts· were ·catalogued by Enrico 

Cerulli in his I manoscritti etiopici della Chester Bea~y Library in Dublino (Rome 

1965). 

., 
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CHAPTER TWO 

Descriptions and Catalogue of the Manuscripts 

The following descriptions of the 14 Betli Mariam manuscripts alL11ave the sanle 

format. First comes the title, as given in the manuscript itself. Then a physical 

description of the MS follows. This includes an estimated date for the. MS, based on 

paleographical considerations (see sec 1.5 in chapter one). Finally, reference is made is 

made to other MSS which are similar to the given manuscript. These other MSS are 

listed and described in various catalogues, of which the most important is the one by 

Getachew Haile and William Macomber (EMML); my assessment of .these MSS as 

"similar" is b;;tsed on their description in the catalogue. .; 

After this comes a brief presentation of the contents of the manuscript, folio by folio , 

section by section. In each of these brief descriptions I have given the first line (Incipit) 

of the section, and for some of the MSS also the last line (Desinit) of the section. The 

division into sections has been done by myself. 
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I 

I . Title: Gabra hamamat. Lectionary for Palm Sunday and Passion Week. Homilies 

on the Passion 

2. Language: Ga'az 

3. Binding: binding of Stamped leather over wooden boards, covered '.with red linen 

cloth. 

4. Material: vellum 

5. Date: 18th century 

6. Measurements: 35 x 30 cm 

7. Number of leaves: 208 

8. Lines to a page: 20 -2 1 

9. Number of quires: 18 

10. Handwriting: very good 

II. Columns: 3 

12. Number of Scribes: 2 

For similar MSS see: Getachew Haile, Vo l. VIII; Getachew Haile and William F. 

Macomber, Vol. VI, VII; William F. Macomber, Vol. II, 

EMML.Pr.No :387,403,4 11 ,443 ,466,505,514,558,559,576,600,660,680,2140,2580,2769 

,2868,2998,3262,3296; Conti Rossini, Manoscritti, p. 621; Strelcyn (B.N.,- Draiaule) 

376; Strelcyn (Rylands) p. 47-52; van Lantschoot (Vat.) 252, 269; StreIcyn (B.M.) 

pp.40. 

(ff. 3ra-208rbc) Gabrii h8man1at Lectionary for Pahn Sunday and Passion Week. 

Homil ies on the Passion 

I. (ff. I r-2v) Blank 

2. (ff. 3ra-5ra) Incipit : n{]l7D .. . '}</'.I!:r' nL~' ~h 'I' 

'})I;' ,/1 <t: H '} ..,. l7D )I;' rh 6.. q, p,. {] H ,e .1'. fl · ~, '} 1ln .." 
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monllon·t. wei-:: mmn"lr 1','Vlr:: Ohon R>~t1. 11"}11(1"'" 00 ~;J-U' Oon'PM 

Oon·"} nilCr:: h"}"'" .£',~d; Oon·~ ,/:,P'fh HOr."'I"} 0"70 'Pf:1' m:r~fl :: 

Readings: Ps. 71:1 -2,4, John 12 :1 -11 , Homily by 10lul Clu·ysostom. 

3. (ff. 5ra-7ra) For Palm Sunday eve (Ofl on : OO"}Or mOM..,.. !f"l0 C) OCn} 

Readings: Isaiah 11 :1-12, 1 Corinthians 8:2-8 , Isaiah 13:5-18, Ps 6:1-10. 

4. (ff. 7vb-9rb) For Palm Sunday morning (OO"}O"'" !fViOC) , ~"7lJ) 

Readings: Genesis 29:1 -1 2, Zechariah 8:2-8, Isaiah 49:5 -1 8, Ps 67:24-6, LUke 19:1-10 

5. (ff. 9rb-11 vc) 'For the procession on Pa1m Sunday morning (m.£',~- ;:!i1lr l'JlJC) ~r 
m·fl1- n,..,.. on1'.e.fl m.£',o·.<;· ;1-(1"'" E Vb mR>o·~ ;J-(l1' . E· Vb 9"M 

on~')-m· moe H.£',-'I- m{fv/oC)) Liturgical direction 

Readings : Isaiah 62:1 0-63, I Corinthians 15:1-19, Jolm 5:1 1-30, li turgical direction 

6. (ff. II vc-12vc) for the night of Palm Sunday. (1I"}1:: H.£',~t1- ('"}11(11, t\,t\...,.. ~IU·.e.·) 

Liturgical direction 

7. (ff. 12vc-15rc) For midnight throughout Passion week (:J,tr+H,er~011 

OOon·~ fh"'l"'li-:: mO.£',~lt {JfJrh., ,e11t1· /Y.t1fl ;111111 II! 1.11. t70"}6..o/ t\,t\. r 
Oti II'/:) liturgical direction 

Readings: Isaiah 5:2 1-30, 10eI2 :21 -23, 21 

8. (ff. 15rc-vb) For the eleventh hour of Palm Sunday (0,,}1' "}UJC1:: mll(h1.; O,,}:,. 

h9°~IU·.e. (fv/oC) ) 

Readings: ISaia11 11 :8, 12-22. Nahum 1 :2-8, Ps. 8:3, Matthew 20:20-28. 

9. (ff. 15vb-16va) For Monday for the first night hour (OM,.£', Oli 0,,}1- t1.t\. r) 

Readings : Zephaniah 1: 1-12, Ps. 26: 11-1 3, 101m 12:20-30. 
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10. (ff. 16vb-17rc) For Monday for the third night hour (Or l'l£}r t'bt\.+ Ht'lH',) . 

Readings: Ezekiel 22:17-32, Ps. 59: 16-17, Matthew 22; ],14. 

11. (ff. 17vc-18ra) For Monday for the sixth night hour (Mt'I£}+ Ht'bt\. + Ht'I7-,e} . . · 

Readings: Zephaniah 1: 13, 3, Ps. 27:12, Luke 9:18-22 . . 

12. (ff. 18ra-vb) For Monday for the ninth night hour. (Ofl t'I£}r Ht'bt\. + Ht'I~-,e,). 

Readings: Joel1 , 5: 16, Ps. 28 :1-2, Mark 8:27-33. 

13. (ff. 18vb-19rb) For Monday for the eleventh night hour COIro li t'I£},,,, t'bt\.1; .t'I7-,e,) .. . ' 

Readings: Micah 11:3-10, Ps. 7, 51:2, Matthew 27:19-23 . .• 

14. (ff. 19rb-20rb) For Monday morning (i .e. for the first day hour) (OM-,e, .. l\'l]thy 

Readings: Genesis 3:1 -4, Ps. 33:51, Matthew 27 :29-33. 

15. (ff. 20rb-28rb) For Monday for the first day hour (Oo~·,e, 0 li t'I£}+) 

Readings: Genesis 1:1 -11 ,3, Mark 14:55-72, Luke 22:56-65, John 18:15,27 

16. (ff. 28rb-30rb) For Monday for the third day hour (OO~-,e, . O~o£}+) 

Readings: Isaiah 5: 1-9, 

Comment on this passage, EccIesiaistes 1: 1-24, Admonition by Abba Sonoda . 

concerning salvation Ps. 71: 19-20, Mark 11: 12-26, Homily by John Chrysostom. 

17. (ff. 30rb-31ra) For Monday for the sixth day hour (0 !l o£}+ Ho~-,e,) 

Readings: Isaiah 5:21-30, Joel 2:21-23, 21, Ps. 140, John 2:13-17. 

18. (ff. 31ra-34rc) For Monday for the ninth day hour (0 flo£}+ 11o~·,e,) 

Readings: Genesis 8:15-30, 24 Isaiah 11:1-8, Proverbs 1:1 ,9, Ps. 42:6, . 
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Matthew 21 and 23 

19. ' (ff. 34vb-36vb) For Monday for the eleventh day hour (nI(J){i , (ll}+ H(l~:~) 

Readings: Isaiah 1: 1-3 Ecclesiaistes 1, Isaiah 26:2-27, Hosea 14: 1-9 Admonition by 

Abba Sonoda. Ps. 12:2-3 John 8:51-59. 

20. (ff. 36vc-37vc) For Tuesday for the first night hour (n"'~~ + (ll}1' t'bf\..1' H[JJI'I' {)) 

Readings: Zechariah 1:1-6, Ps. 61:5-6, Luke 13:31-35. 

21. . (ff. 3 7vc-38rb) For Tuesday for the third night hoW' (nE (ll}+ Ht'bf\.. + 11[JJfl·{)) 

Readings: Malachi 1:1 -13, 12:3-7, Luke 13:31-35. 

22. (ff. 38rb-vc) For Tuesday for the sixth night hoW' (n?; (jl}"" Ht'bf\..1· H[JJfl·{)) 

Readings: Hosea4: 15,5, 7,Ps. 90:2-3, Luke 21:31-38 . 

. (ff. 38vc-39vb) For Tuesday for the ninth night hoW' (nll (ll}1' Hfl,ft.1· H[JJfl·{)) 

Readings: Hosea 10:12-15, Ps. 32: 10-11, Luke 11:37-52. 

24. (ff. 39vb-40rb) For Tuesday for the eleventh night hoW' (nIm{i (ll}-" Ht'bf\..1· H[JJfl·{)) 

Readings : Amos 5:6-14 Ps. 121, Mark 13 :32-37. 

25 . (ff. 40rb-45rc) For Tuesday morning (O[JJ fl '{) 7;fJ<h) 

Readings: Exodus 19:1-9, Job. 23:2, 24, 25, 

Comment on the passage Isaiah I :21-23, Hosea 4: 1-8, Praingof Abba Sinoda 

' . Ps. 34:4-6, Ps.11 9:2-7, Matthew24: 1-1 6, 

John 7:33-35 Explanation of the Gospel readings. 

26. (ff. 45rc-46ra) For Tuesday for the third day hoW' (nF. (jl}+ .H[JJfl·{)) 
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Readings: Deuteronomy 8: 11-1 9, Ecclesiaistes 3, Ps. 11 8: 14d5, Matthew 23:37-39 . 

27. (ff. 46ra-47rb) For Tuesday for the sixth day hour (n?; c)"}+ ~HI)1Ml) 

Readings: Ezekiel 21 :3~.l 7,Eccles iaistes 4, Ps. 17:51-52 Jofin :8:12-20. 

28. (ff. 47rb-54rb) For Tuesday for the ninth day hour (nil c)"}+- J\lf'I'\' {]) 

Readings: Genesis 5:7-9 Proverbs 9:1-11 , Comment on : this passage, Ps.· 24: 1-2 

Matthew 24:3-35. 

29. (ff. 54rb-56va) For Tuesday for the eleventh day hour (nlJ.lo-{]. c)en m:m/i c)"}r) 

Readings: Isaiah 29:6-21 , 38:16-28 Proverbs 6:20-26, Ps. 8, 44,.40, Matthew 25:14-26, . 

30. (ff. 56va-57rc) For Wednesday for the first night hour (n4>.<ll7'l.r .c)"}r t'bt'l.1' 

HLn-o) 

Readings: Ezekiel 22: 17-3 2, Ps. 59: 16-17, Matthew 22:1 -14 .. . · 

31. (ff. 57rc-58rb) For Wednesday for the third night hour (E c)"}r -t'bt'l.1' I1Ln-o) 

Readings: Amos 5:18-27, Ps. 64:4-5, Matthew 24:36-5 1. . 

32. (ff. 58rb-59ra) For Wednesday for the sixth night hour (n?; c)"}r t'bt'l. r tlLn-o) 

Readings: Jeremiah 16:9-13, Mark 25 :1-14, Homily by Athanasius concerning the Ten 

Virgins. 

33. (f. 59ra-vb) For Wednesday for the ninth night hour (nil c)"}rAt'l.1' I1Ln-o) 

Readings: Hosea 9, 14:7-10, Ps. 21 :21-22, Matthew 23 :29-36 . . . 

34. (ff. 59vb-60rb) For Wednesday for the eleventh night hour. -cnlm/i c)"}:/, t'bt'l.1' 

HLn-o) 

Readings: The wisdom of Solomon 7:23-30, John 11 :55-57. 
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35 . .. (ff. 60rb-65rb) For Wednesday morning (OLn'lt7>flfhr ' , , 

Readings: Exodus 17: 1-17, Isaiah 2: 1-7, Proverbs 3:5-15.;" :., . 

Comment on the passage Ps. 82:5-6, 32: I 0,50:5, John 1l~46-5S, Admonition. 

36. (ff. 65rb-66ra) For Wednesday for the third day hom (OENH~ HLO·o) .. 

Readings: Exodus 8: I 7-20, Ecceleaticus 22, Ps. 41:1 -6. 

37. (ff. 66ra-67va) For Wednesday for the sixth dayJ10ur (n?; (jq:,. HLO·o) 

Readings: Exodus 14:13, 15:1 I Ecclesiaistes 3, Ps. 40:5-8, Luke 7:36-50. 

'38. ' (ff. 67va-72rc) For Wednesday for the ninth day:Jiom (Oil (jq-r HLO·o) 

Readings: Genesis 24 :1-9, Numbers 20:1-13, proverbs 1:10-33 

Comment on this passage Ps. 82:3-5, Matthew 25: 3-16 Admonition by John 

Chrysostom. 

39. (ff. 72rc-74ra) For Wednesday for the eleventh day hom (OIm!! (jq-r HLO·o) 

Readings: Isaiah 58:1, 49:8, Admition by severian is of Gabala P5. 2, 6, John 7:27-35 . 

40. (f. 74ra-vb) For Thmsday for the first night hour (Ol! (jq-r fI.tt. -r Hrhon.(1) 

Readings: Ezekiel 42:1-14, Ps. 68:1-20, John 10:17-21. 

41. (ff. 74vb-75va) For Thursday for the third night hour (OE (jq+ fI,(l')' Hrh l7D'f1) 

Readings: Amos 4:4-13, Ps. 54:24, Mark 1:3-14. 

42. (ff. 75vb-76va) For Thmsday for the sixth night hom (n?; (jq1' tI.tt. -r lirhl7D·(1) 

Readings: Amos 3:1-3, Ps. 139:1-3, John 12:36-43. 

43. (ff. 76va-77va) For Thmsday for the ninth night hom (Oil (jq-r tI.tt. -r Hrhl7D·f1 L) 

Readings: Ezekiel 20:27-34, P5. 7:1 -2 John 10:29-38. 
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44. (ff. 77va-78rb) For Thursday for the eleventh night hour (Iroli (l"}1' tl.t\.1' H.t.oo.{J) . 

Readings: Jeremiah 8:1-9, Ps. 61 :1-2, John 13:44-50. 

45. . (ff. 78rc-82ra) For Thul-sday for the first day hour (n.t.oo·{J 7\(jrn nli (l"}r) 

Readings: Exodus 18:8-16, Liturgical direction Ps.. 54: 12-24, Luke 22: l- l4. 

Admonition by John Clu,),sostom. 

46. (f. 82rc) For Thursday for the third day hour (nE (l"}r H.t.oo·{J) 

Readings: Exodus 32:30-33, 34 Micah 2:3-13, Ecclesiaistes 24:1- 15, P5. 93:2.1c23 

Matthew 26: 17- 19. 

47. (ff. 82rc-84vc) For Thursday for the sixth day hour (M (l"}r Hmoo·{J) 

Readings: Jeremiah 7:2-15, Ezekiel 22:39-44, Micah 2:3, 7, 

Ecclesiaistes 24, Ps. 30:16-18, Matthew 14:12-13. 

48. (ff. 84vc-87va) For Thursday for the ninth day hour (nU ()"}r Hmoo·{J) 

Readings: Genesis 22: 1-19, Isaiah 61:1-7, 

Comment on this passage Malachi 1:9-11,8, P5. 22:1-2, Luke 22:7-13 Admonition by 

John Chrysostom. 

49. (ff. 84vc-92va) The Book of the Cock 007\.t.&.. 5?Clf 

The Book of the Cock 007\ m&.. .~Clf is about the Lord Jesus, in particular the story of 

Peter's rej ection of Jesus before the cock crowed three times. 

50. (ff. 92va-95vb) For the washing of the feet (roh9"5?·'{'U· pC,,}"'" ",6n1' ~\"lC) 

Liturgical direction. 

Readings: Genesis 18:2-23, Exodus 14:29 15:1, Isaiah 4:2-4,55: 1-1 3, 
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Ezekiel 36:25-29, 47:2-9, Ps. 50, I Timothy 4:9, 5: I 0. 

Liturgical direction. Ps, 8, II , 50, Jolm 13: I-20, Ps. 85: 1.4-16 ... 

51. (ff. 95vb-97rc) For the mass (O~H, </>'Cf]'}) 

Hornily by Abba Sinoda Liturgical direction 

52. (ff. 97rc-IOOrb) For Thursday for the eleventh day hour (Or· IJJli n'7t J,9"Otl'l­

mOD-II) 

Readings : Acts 8:26-40, Ps. 22:40, Matthew 26:20-29 Isaiah 52:13-44, 

Jerimiah 31: 15-26, Liturgical direction Isaiah 31 :9-32. 

53 . (ff. 10Ira-104vb) For Friday for the first night hour (Oli n'7t t\t\.1- H'7Cl1) 

Readings: Jeremiah 8: 17, 9:3, Ps 101: 1-9, John 13:33, 17:26 . . 

54. (ff. I 04vb-1 06ra) For Friday for the third night hour (Or n'7r t\t\.1- H'7Cl1) 

Readings: Ezekiel 36: 16-20, Ps. 11 8: 1-2, Matthew 26:30-35, Mark 24:26-3 1 

Luke 22 :31-39, Jolm 18:1-9.Liturgical direction. 

55. (ff. 106ra-Illrb) For Friday for the sixth night hour (OZ f'l'71- t\t\.1- H'7C'(]) 

Readings: Ezekiel 20:23 -28, Ps. 58, 63 :1-24 Matthew 26:34-45, Marks 14:32-42, 

Luke 22:40-46, John 18:3 -9. 

56. (ff. Illrb-112vc) For Friday for the ninth night hour (OJ! 1'1'71- t\t\. ')- H'7Cl1) 

Readings: Lecture Homily by John Bishop of Constantinople Jeremiah 9:7-11, 

Ezekiel 21 :28-32, Ps. 27:4-6, 34:29-30, Matthew 26:47-58, Mark 14:43-54, 

Jolm 18:11-14, Explanation of Gospel readings. 
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57. (ff 11 2vc-1l5va) For Friday for the eleventh night hour -urCro/i i'lo,t · t'bt\.t 

Ho,Cfl) 

Readings: Isaiah 27:2-28, 15, Ps 2: 1-4, Matthew 26 :59-75, Mark 1:4:55-72; .. <. 

Luke 22:56-65, Jolm 18: 15-27, Explanation of the Gospel readings, . 

58. (ff 115va-126vc) For Friday morning (Oo,Cfl ()~'flt 07lflrn) . ' 

.) 

Readings: Deuteronomy, 8, 19:9-24, Isaiah 1 :2-9, 

.Comment on this passage Isaiah 33 :5-22, Isaiah 22,24: 12-18, 

The wisdom of Solomon 2:6-22 

Comment on this passage Zechariah 11 :11-14, Micah 7:1-8, Amos 2:4, 3, 7, 

Hosea 10:5-9 Admonition by Jolm Chrisom Ps. 26:18-31, 13 , Matthew 23 :1-1 4, 

Mark 15:1-5, Luke 22:23-66, John 18:28-40, Explanation of the Gospel _readings 

Admonition. 

59. (ff 126vc- 141rc) For Friday for the third day hour (Or i'lo,t Ho,Cfl) 

Readings: Genesis 40: 1-1 9, Isaiah 63, 

Comment on this passage, Isaiah 5:9-16, Isaiah 50:4-15, Micah 9, 20, Job 29:21-30, 

Comment on this passage Liturgical direction, Ps. 34:21 , 37:13-18, Matthew 23:15-25, 

Mark 15:7-15, Luke 27:4-25, 

John 19:1-12, Explanation on the Gospel readings Admonition; Homily by Jacob, 

Bishop of serug, Homily by Athanasius of Alexandria. 

60. (ff 141rc-15 1rb) For Friday for the sixth day hour (01 i'lo,t Ho,Cll) 

Readings: Numbers 21:1-18, Isaiah 7: 12, 12:2-6, 13:2-1 0, 50: 10-51, Amos 8:8-9, 

Ezekiel 37: 15-22 Galatians 14,17, Liturgical direction for the Priesfs Ps. 37:21-22, 
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21:17-19; Matthew 27:27-45, Mark 15:16-33, Luke 23 :27-44, John J9:13-27, 

Explanation on the Gospel readings liturgical direction for Priests and 

deacons. Admonition by Jo1m Chrysostom. 

61. (ff. 151rb-157ra) For Friday for the ninth day hour (n'7ClI -rO'7t: 0'7+) 

Readings: Matthew 27:46-50, Mark 15 :34-37, Luke 23:45-47, Jo1m 19:28 

62. (ff. 157ra- 160rc) For Friday for the eleventh day hour (n'KlI n'7fJJC"" m~\(h~. 

0'7+) 

Readings: Para p1u'ase of Ezra 6, 9, Ruth 2:11-14, Jeremiah 11 , 18, 35 1saiah 24:1-26, 

Zechariah 14: 5-11 " 

Conunent on this passage Job 16: 11-19, liturgical direction Ps.26 : 1-2, 68, 

Matthew 27:46-50, Mark 15:34-37, Luke 23 :45-47, John 19:28-30 Explanation of the 

Gospel readings. 

63 . (ff. 160rc-166va) FOl' Friday for the twelfth day hour (n'7c·n nlm!{ 0'7+) 

Readings: Lan1entations 31, 22, the Song of Songs 4:14, 5:2 Ps. 22, 57, 61 , 87, 

Matthew 27:57-61. Mark 14:42-47, Luke 23:50-56, John 19:38-42 Explanation on the 

Gospel readings. Liturgical direction, song of Moses and songs of the three children 

prayers. , 

64. (ff. 166rc-168rb) Litany 3gzi'otasahaHin1i for the Holy Week after the Gospel 

(m.ellt\ I-lin noov·~ ;',"'1"'1+ nlY-t'l· 1tb mM".e;",l. mnt\) 

65 . (ff. 168rc -1 74vb) For Saturday morning (nO'}n-r ~\.eU·Y.: n6t'l1' +'}"In,) 

Readings: Song of song Liturgical direction Isaiah 55 2-13 Admonition by Athanasius 

1 Corinthians 5:7-1 3, 1 Peter 3: 15-22, Acts 2:22-33, Ps.93 ,137, Matthew 27 :62-66, 

Liturgical direction. 

66. (ff. 174vb-175rb) For Saturday fo r the third hour (nr 0'71') 
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Readings: Isaiah 50:1 0-51 , Revelation 6, Isaiah 45: 15-20. Jeremiah 31 :27-34. 

1 Corinthians 15:1-19 1 Peter 1:1-9, Acts 3:2-4, Ps 3, 8, 14,131 , Matthew 28 :1-20, 

Liturgical direction, Ps. 78, 

67. (ff. 175rb -175rc-) For Saturday for the sixth hour (O~ no,r) 

Readings : Direction ofread Johns Gospel Isaiah 60: 17 , 42:5-16, 39: 13-23 , 

Jeremiah 30, 23:8, Habakkuk 3, Zechariah 2:1 0-1 3 Isaiah 39:1 3-26. The wisdom of 

Solomon 5:1-7, Ps. 7:7-8, 11:4-6, 23:7-10,96:5-8,67:19-20, and 35, 36, 77, 81 , 95, 

106:1-3,106: 13- 15,1 17:21-26 

~ .j 

Direction to read the w8ddase Maryam for Saturday. Ps.67:71-72, Matthew 28 :1-20, 

Mark 16:9-20, Luke 24: 1-1 2. 

68. (ff. 175rc-188va) Revelation ofJohn. 

69. (ff. 188va-189ra) For Easter eve (rD),"'1, 'I OOD~rrD 1.c\.fJ) 

70. (ff. 189ra-199rc ) For Saturday for the Mass (On'}01' n~V'f!: O'l.tb <hCr!'}) 

71. (ff. 199vc-200ra) For Saturday evening (On'}01' nCn -l-'}"f)'b) 

Readings: 1 Corithanias 25, 23-43, 1 Peter 3, 15-22, Acts 2, 22-36, .Liturgical direction 

Ps. 117:23 -24.Liturgical direction Ps. 38:1-2, John 20:20-23 Liturgical direction and 

prayers. 

72. (ff. 200vb-204vb) Final formulate and colophon. 
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73. (ff.204vb -208 vb) Final formula: 1-Ill'.oo n'Hl' nl'.;Ju, tlllCilf.il oo71rhll ''1111'.1-

.9>1\+ H,e,e.tI· M"l1l1 nOOO' ~ fh"'l"'l+ 9"<I'WT'l. + o,n+ [fMC; oCIl Mh 

hm·,e. o,n+ +,"f~b oCIl: : 

74. (f. 208vb) Colophon: 1-&:.l'.oo 'H,'" oo71rh&:. '?l1L fh"'l"'l+ nU:h.1- ~\'?tUll1rh.C 

tI,7'P' ~ 1-lltl '116"'1'1+ IlIP"av h"ltLhl1th.C h"'l" tI!6h·,:: 

Remarks 

1. (ff. lr-2v) blank 

2. ' (ff. IOOv, 202v, 220v, 246r-v) badly damaged. 

3. (f. 124v) in the upper margins indications concerning the different events of the 

Passion 'written in red ink" ., 

4. (ff. 200v) The MS. belonged to Mary's Church (in Lalibela) 

5. (ff. 200v-20Ir) In the margins prayers added in another hand. 

6. (f. 200v) the owner of the book is Wtilatti Musse is mentioned. 
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1. Title: Ma~hafa g8nzat (Fw1e1'a1 services) 

2. Language: G8'8z 

3. Binding: wooden boards 

4. Material: vellum 

5. Da te: 18th century 

6. Measurements: 19 x 17 cm 

7. Number ofleaves: 155 

8. Lines to a page: 24-25 

,9. Number of quires: 16 

10. Handwriting: good 

11. Columns: 2 

12. Number of scribes: 2 

II 

For similar MSS see: Getachew Haile, Vol. VIII; Getachew Haile and William 

F.Macomber, Vol. VI, VII; William F. Macomber, Vol. I, II; 

EMML.Pr.No: 152, 154, 198,205,290,291 ,3 02,3 03,333 ,433 ,447,460,470,541,546,567, 

614,2057,2252,2260,2393,25 18,2622,2651 ,2791 ,2793,2908,3063,3097,3 1 02,3161 ,3193 

,3201,3298,3424,3425,3426,347 1,3460; Grebaut (B.N. - Griaule) pp. 278-81,176-97; · 

Strelcyn (Rylands) pp.12-16, Ullendorff-Wright (Cambr.) II, XXXVIII; Van 

Lantschoot (Vat.) 8, 11 ,27,37; Dillmann (B.M.) XXVIII (Ullendorff- Wright (Cambr.) 

XII; and Wright (B.M.) CLIV-CLVIII. Most recent edition: the book of Funeral 

services Addis Ababa, 1944 (1951-52). 

(ff. 3ra-155vb) Funeral services 

I . (ff. 3ra-11 rb) Sermon and prayer for the passing of the soul attributed to Athanasius. 

Incipit: nllav ~7C HM,'T qu+, :/>Ml+ <J1'f"ll roUt":'" nh 1'1' OTJ"/t'ltt:T ~tt:ll:: 

2. (ff. 11rb-13vb) Prayers for the departure of the soul. 
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3. (fr 13vb-14vb) Prayers for neophytes. 

Incipit: ro'loO '1flTO</>'P O}' If' IM\ hCfltn 

4. (fr 14vb-15va) For the peace of the soul and the forgiveness of sins 

Incipit: ro'loO '1fl-l'04p ,P O}' 1-1' ~tf:fl .ct 7 t\MI ~,Ot\· ~, "I 1t."1l rh.C ~,1l 

5. (ff 15va-16rb) Prayer against the torments of death. 

Incipit: ro'l6n '1{}'I'04~P O}, IT 'ol 'l"t 

6. (fr 16rb-lhb) Prayer of the return of the soul into the earth. " 

Incipit: Oflov ,r:C<'\1 O},/f' "111,,-1' ~ tf: fl ro·fl-l' oo,:,t Y-"l'lh ro~,"lIJ},'lh ro,flf' 

4' ,Il "'l. tf: l' d· h 

7. (ff lSvb-3 1 vb) Book from Jerusalem for the salvation of the soul. 

Incipit: Ofl 00 I1t 00 l'\ rh tf: I1rol'\ ~, t 9" r...1'';'<'\I'\,9'' t\oo r::,>'L f' ~tf:fl rop';J 

n/~\f' 9,,~.!p1 romQlJ1 

S. (fr 31 vb-33rb) Penitential prayer given by the Lord to Peter. 

Incipit: Oflov ~ftnf' Iflrhl1rovn ~,"lIt.~,llrh.C t\P"'PC'fl 

9. (ff 33rb-42rb) Funerals ofPriests.ool'\rhtf: "l/l1t O},/f' },t\ ',00' 'lV'lt 

10. (ff. 42rb-44va) Intercessory prayers, 

Incipit: ~ftnf' M, If' },t\ '10
00' ro'loO '1M4~6 I1h~t\~ .e~\"t11 

~,"lIt."llrh.C ,,1] t\}, "llt.~, rooor: :,> 'L ~ r...l'o·fl hC{]f·fl' 

11. (fr 44va-49ra) Sermon of Jacob ofSerug. 

lncipit: Oflov . 

12. (ff 49ra-55vb) Intercessory prayers 

Incipit: ro;J'fl-l'1]~o O}' IT M9" roO}' 1-1' ~!\{j I roo~\ If' "'I "tOC I roO}' If' 

~,t\ <;"'00" 

13. (ff 55vb-59ra) Sermon of Abba Salama, Metropolitan of Ethiopia. 



Incipit: (l{]an ... . I':CI"\,} H.p~. {] lDllfJ·O ~tf] MD"J 1\.4' !\!\I"\+ Hllrh.L h.+r-W)' 

H.e -)' ~(lll "1M 9°lD·;:I''} 

14.(ff. S9ra-62rb) Funerals of deacons. 

Incipit: "l,}H+ H"l),q,'1+ lD-=t'lltl anq,?;an IY-II· '/1\, II,)' 

IS. (ff. 62rb-79va) Funerals of men and youths. 

Incipit: nCM+ ~'}f]f]+::H.e-h(lll (l"lM M.lD· lD&·H·+ .e+(lVtl 7>1'1"1' 

Mr'-/; + lD l'. 1'\"1' ofT]'}:: 

16. (ff. 69va-74ra) Funerals of women who have died during childbirth 

Incipit: "lD'~,1:: 1I.e+~(l1l "161\ ~t'}{]+ M .elDtI-'l 

17. eff. 74ra-77rb) Funerals of monks. 

Incipit: "l,}II1' an~/1I"\+ lD+llA l'.I'\"1' n~-/;+ lD)'OC,"l 0fT]~ lD)'~·nll lj-t 

18. (ff. 77vb-80rb) Funerals of nuns 

Incipit: "l,}II1' an~/1I"\.e)'+ 

19. (ff. 80rb-83va) Funerals of adult women. 

Incipit: "l'}IH' O(l.e -~ ~t'}{]+ 

20. (ff. 83va-86va) Funerals of adult women. 

Incipit: nCM+ 9°'}f]f]+ '}O·I"\'} M'A?; 

21. (ff. 86va-90ra) Funerals of young boys. 

Incipit: 11 lD·h1:: H.e-=t'~(lll {I(l .ean lD·1:: fh%+ 

22. (ff. 90ra- II Sra) Prayers for commemorations during the year following the funeral. 

23. (f. 90ra-94vb) For the third day (l1lD·h1:: 11.e+~(l1l ~,an "IA{]+ M+) 

24. (ff. 94vb-98ra ) For the seventh day (~tan MOO-~ 011+) 

2S. (ff. 98ra- IOOva) For the twelfth day (nan IlD!: Oil:") 

26. (ff. 100va) For the thirtieth day U,an <l) Oll-=t') 

27. eff. 104ra-1 ISra) For the fortieth, sixtieth and eightieth days, for the middle of the year, 

the first anniversary and for all conmlemorations of deaths. 

Incipit: (l:'! M-=t' J; M-~ lD(li[OIl+ lD(lan'},{':" lD(lqan-~ lD(lh··l'\"an· 1'111')L 

an· ;:I' '}:: 

28. (ff. IISra-1 2Ivb) Other prayers. 
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Incipit: Ht'L:/'ro·'}"I' rol-JoO C;{]O-tO</>'O Hh~fl<- R.~\ I'll ~ '7 ItMI th.C MI 

29. (ff. 121 vb-126va) Five benedictions of Abba Samuel: Firist benediction, f.122ra three 

and second benediction, f.124va; fomih benediction, f. 125va; fifth benediction, f. 

126ra 

Incipit: O{]ooO·t·h, H~,O-~ <,\oo '~hA :: 

30. (ff. 127ra-128vb) Penitential prayer after Gospel. 

Incipit: l'.fl<--t ,}{]..h ~\9" ~1l ronA m;h-fHI I\h'l\~ '}{]Mh ~ '71t~, 

roC;{]1'0</>'~h M, ,}-t h··fl<-oo· M'l?~ ror.~'l?~ 

31. (ff. 128vb- 132va) Prayer after Gospel. 

32. 

Incipit: l'.1\~r ~\9U.~1l ronA ~\"llt~,~ ro~,9"l\n~ ~,A~I\~ MR.'}t~ rofht'LC;~ 

(ff. 132va-133va) Prayer for the way into heaven (~tilotti mtingtidti stimay). 

Incipit: l'.fl<-r 00'}1~ nlT'JR. hoo t..fM~cp 001\~n1' YoAoo"l' ro~\.f</'ro·9"CP 

ro·{]1' l'.fJl1 r.'}</'Yo I\~~n 111Ch ~11\. :: 

Desinit: ?1ro· ~,'" HR.r~Ol1 01'~l\"'L-t roC O:'i 01\"1' roOT Mr roO oo'},{.q, 

roO~oor roOh~l\~oo· -/'?1l-Jl oo-;r'} ro"l'l1A l\I\M/- r.w-tr ro~~C'7 01TJ~:: 

33 . (ff. 133va-1 36rb) Prayer over the corpse. 

Incipit: l'.1\~-r /lMI O~''}:: '}M,l\n ~\ '71t~ ro~1p' P' ~,9"~ l.,;,rh ~oo..ht 

Moo r.'}i' -rQ oronA ;p~{] 

34. (ff. 136va-149ra) Absolution for Priests. 

Incipit: O{]oo ... ~,CM -'" 9",}fJfJr H.er~O'O I\M ~\oo';r'} O{]oo ~\"lItr.l1th.C 

r.11 r."'L,}:: ooYo..hb.. ~r..hr n~,'}-t ~,I\ <;'00- l-JuC;r 

Desinit: (f. 149ra) -t,{.l'.oo 0111' 9"Ot·~ 11l-JuC;"I':: 

35. (ff. 149ra-153va) Absolution for deacons. 

Incipit: ~"I'..h-)' HR.r~Ol1 01\01\ .rtf'f.'} 

36. (ff. 153va- 155ra)Jolm3: 1-21. 

37. (ff. 155ra-va)Matt.25:1 -13. 
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Remarks 

L (f 1 v) pen trial. 
2, (ff 1r, 2v,) blank, 

3, (f 2r) A marginal note: ' Prayers for the dead called in Amharic gonzdt 

4, Parts ofNllmerolls fol ios ff.35, 99,101 , 121 , 12-5-9, are badly damaged, especiall ; 101 , 

121 and 127, 

5, (f 154ra) owner' s name: Zena Giibro'eL 

" 
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III 

I. Title. Homilies for. St. Michael ' s fest ivals with miracles ofthi$ Archangel. 

2. Language: Ga'az .- ,- ... 

3. Binding: wooden boards 

4. Mate.-ial: vellum 

5. Date: 16th century 

6. Measurements: 24 x 18 cm 

7. Number of leaves: 155 

8. Lines to a page: 24-25 

9. Number of quires : 16 

10. Handwriting: bold and c1 ea.r:'with additions in a good angulat antique .hand with · ., 

black and red ink 

II. Columns: 2 

12. Number of Scribes: 2 

For similar MSS see: Getachew Haile, Vol. VIII; Getachew Haile and William F. 

Macomber, Vol. VI, VII; William F. Macomber, Vol. II, 

EMML.Pr.NoJOI ,3 17,367,381,321,424,445,569,2229,2237,2254,2291 ,2293 ,2381 , 

2389,2486,2491 ,2495 ,2506,2572,2644,2774,2779,2904,2905 ,3022,305 8,3090,3219, 

3221 ,3237,325 1, Dillmann (B.M.) XLIV; Strelcyn (Rylands) pp. 21,29; Wright (B .M.) 

CCXVIII-CCXXVI; Stre1cyn (B.M.) 58; Ullendorff-Wright (CambL) XL; Ullendorff 

(Windsor Castle) p. 97; Grebaut -Tisserant (Vat) p. 82. 

(ff. lra- 152vb) Homilies for St. Michael' s festivals with miracles of thi s Archangel 

1. (ff. 1 ra-20va) For 12th Madar. 

a. (ff.lra- 12rb) Homily of Demetrius, Patriarch of Alexandria. 

Incipit: O{Jt7D . . . ~c<'l"} m~1C 111''<;'{J M ~o'H;fD{J tVI' ~Mt 11~\1'I 

Mh"}~C.l" l1.et~Ml OO'M ~''<;'{J tnz.l-Jh,t\ nan 1m!!. I'Imc '~.<lC 
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b. (ff. 12rb-17ra) Miracle for this festival: a sterile woman. bears a SOIl : thiough the. 

intervention of St. Michael; she dedicates her child to the of service of St.Michael 's 

church 

Incipit:1' ~,9u 6U' 1'l"'l.!-J~bA hfl'C I'lA1oo· I'lonft~,h+ (fJM1'fl</"JD'f, ("/I'l. ~M . 

~ 'Pot;. . • .I'l '} fliT" '} I'l ~ ~,"'l, '}:: 1' il U I'l h on U fr' Ii hC II t n ~,~ M .e-/' C' "'l, 

(JJon!-J '} il h rt. 'f, (JJ h.(JJi'lJ'. + 'f' 4' "J on· fr: : 

c. (ff. 17rb-19rb) Appearance ofSt. Michael to Joshua. 

Incipit: fllloo . . . ~,on 1(JJ!! 1'l"l.llC:: flIit 0I'l+ 1' 11!-JL fl,}I'l ' l'laoAAh hfl·C 

"'l.!-JA.A 111'f, HCM" h.,!' I'l' (JJM. ~'f! (JJ(JJ.~,'f, flhfl'C '}fL.e 

d. (ff. 19rb-20va) Salam to St. Michael, two stanzas. 

Incipit: "M9" hilA h.,!'h onA~,h:: 

2. (ff. 21ra-32rb) For 12th TaMas (;t-"',"1P') 

a. (ff. 21ra-25va) Homily by an anonymous author. 

Incipit: fllloo .. . ~·C<'\,} (JJ'17C H.e+'1flil flfl'M fl.'" onft~,h+ ~~.ll "'l.!-JA,A 

fl(JJC~ ;t-"',U[P') 

b. (ff. 25va-28rb) Miracle performed for Dorotheus and Theopista, who found 300 golden 

thalers in a fish. 

Incipit: 1'M"tu· 1'ilul'l hon Ufr' ilhl'\. flArht mc h~~,""7'L "Jill'> 

H -,.,', on .e Mil,} .e: C.r (JJ.e I'lon .e (JJ.~, 'f, il~, I'\. ~fr +r'll (JJlloo il~, I'\. 'f, 

1; 9'illl+:: 

c. (ff. 28va-3lra) Miracle of the three boys in the furnace [cf. Book of Daniel) 

Incipit: fllloo . . . Aon I (JJI{ I'l;t-"I U
[ P' fl'1t t'J1'l+ &.. ~ 9' h "JIU,ilrh,C ifl U7L 

IlfLfr''} fr·fl'} 7~ 9"M E ~<C ;" ~,c;'}.r (JJ~,'1C.r (JJ"'l.MbA (JJ·ll-/, h -I'-'1 M +: 

d. (ff. 31ra-b) Salam to. St.Michael. 

Incipit: M~ I'lh '}.9'f1 1'.ll- <'\,}:: 

3. (ff. 32ra-38rb) For 12th rarr. 
a. (ff. 31 ra-34ra) Homily of Jolm, Bishop of Aksum 

Incipit: flllon ... ~·C<'\,} H~.ll. ll "'l.!-J~bA fl. '" onfthh:" Hflh'}1' r'rh,}ll ~.I\{l 

Hilrh,L h.-rr· k,!' Honl'> A .e:"',L M·'1 .ell rh l ' !\!\ll:: '17C HM, '}-'" ~.eA (JJ7.'l: A 

H fl. 4' onft 1, h1' ~,on I (JJ I{ 'f' C fl '} I'l' 1'l1' .ll-II °'1Nb A: : 
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4. 

b, (ff. 34ra-36vb) Miracle for this festival: a rich peasant who be<;ame poor recovers his 

wealth through the intervention ofS t. Michael. 

Incipit: rM'''tU' r{\Ut'I hOD ut'\" li {\Af\. hClit)'<J'/? ,Om·lir nrht U?C 

H,e.{.ctf 1'1 A "7tLn{\th,C:: m,e?{\C ~. A 'i,i m,e7." ftl.'l' .?flL 1J1C;,e m)' t.~, C' 

, :-'J~',. 

c. (ff. 36vb-38vb) How Jacob was succoured by St. Michael. " 

Incipit: OlilTD: . . . nlTD Iml! t'I'T'C O'it 0t'I't- t. ~fD 1\ "7 tU,{\ th,C t'I "'l.I]h,A 

1'\..1' lTD"Ahr iO )'O<f>.fl Alit-~"A A IH ,e'('cu 1,9"~'U'i' :: 

d. (f. 38rb) Salam to St.Michael. 

Incipit: M9" t'Ih "'l.1]~bA:: li 
'. 

(ff. 38rb-46vb) For 12th Yakkatit 

a. (ff. 38rb-41 va) Homily by Jolm, Bishop of Aksum 

Incipit: OlilTD: ... .l':C<,\1 tI""~.1i "'l.1]h,A 1'\..4' OD"~,h '}' H.V,L(\ f"rhIIi ~M1 

H~, ht'l. 9" l' ~"'l. 1'1 n {\)''''' hC Ii ,t)'C; r (l."" "'l.1] ~bA : : 

b. (ff. 41 va-45rb) Miracle for this festival: a man who was . helping ·the poor and was 

paralysed recovers his health through the intervention of St. Michael. . 

Incipil: ·t-n9"tu·: r 'OUtI hOD Uti- li {\1,f\. i.C t1. Ir 'I, A"7tU,{\rh,C m,e7{\C 

9"mL r t'I~~n mt'l9"lihSI: 

c. (ff. 45rb-vb) How St. Michael appeared to Samson. 

Incipit: OlilTD: ... ~,OD Img Ml]tr "'l.1]h,A O'it · Ot'Ir t.~fD 1,"7tLn'Oth,C 

1'1--1: Ii {\ rh~' 1'1 lTD" h I'\.. l' lTD" A hr 1'1 "'l.1] ~bA iO (\9" {l7 La,,e:J-,/? mc.I': i; 

d. (f. 46vb) Salam to St.Michael. 

Incipit: M9" A{\A 1J1<J,erh N,'it\, :: 

5. (ff. 47ra-55rb) For 12th maggabit. 

a. (ff. 47ra-51vb) Homily. 

Incipit: OliOD: . . . m/l~ ~,9" .e:1L 117-1: '/7C:: mut'\" li 'OAf\. ~~,e m·Ii..,· 

m'~,-1: {\th,C m,e7..1'\.. m,eM,A ODa,Ar mt'lAr:: 

b. (ff. 51 vb-53ra) Miracle for this festival: a rich and charitable woman is cured of 

elephantiasis by St.Michael. 
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,'. 

Incipit: rh9"tU- rl1ul'I hoo Ul'lrot hrht 11~\t'l. t ntlrht U?C hl1 C "I' 

roAoAt 'P'" l1H-;'I 'Cf.f' ro;r&"q,C' l'I"'Li'J~bA: : 

c. (ff. 53ra-54ra) How St. Michael appeared to Balaam. 

Incipit: nflt7D __ _ ~,t7D 1roi'!. 1'It7D.?fl-}- flon nllt 6tlt &..'lfD h"Jlt.hl1rh.C 

1'I"'Ll'J~bA ifl nl'l'19" t7DO"JA hoo '!.ro-P (]II~' hon ~C''J<f°oo· I'IMt-,.,A " 

d. (ff. 54rb-55rb) Salam to St.Michael. 

Incipit: 0119" ~\l1A I'IH~4'.~-9" J't;rU-:: 

6. (ff. 55va-66vb) For 12th Miyazya. 

a. (ff. 55va-61rb) Homily by John, Bishop of Aksum. 

Incipit: flfloo: ___ ~?C Hr-rh ,fl ~~fl roUl'lfl li l1ht'l. Ofl~ ro-fl-l' ~,rht rh?C 
',' 

roAn- '!.Cf"J hoo &"CPI rohAn lIo(l,U- J't9" rol\tlflt:: 

b. (ff. 61 rb-64va) Miracle for this festival, a Chrstiian whose hands and feet had withered 

because of an act of perjury is cured by St. Michael; seeing this, a Jew is converted to 

the Christian faith. 

Incipit: r~,9"tU- _ r-flul'l hoo U~ Ii 11~\t'l. h~U--'l'e nU'lL C:OTf. roro-~\-I> 

l1ML h~U--'l'£ (]oA 'P4' fl,Cfr 11,-1> '1M" , ;'lilt. · roC"' . rol1<;'L 

rol1H-~1 ~\ ,{}I\:: 

c. (ff. 64va-66ra) How St. Michael delivered Jeremiah the prophet from prison. 

Incipit: nfloo: . _ _ ht7D 1roi'!. 1'I"'L.f'11.f' flllt 6tlt &.. ~ fD h "Jlt.hl1rh,C 

1'1 "'L l'J h.A (1.'1' 0011 ~\ h-)' in r..C9".f' fl ~fl~ roh j?; "I c;' h 9" (1, r 'l" q, : 

d. (f. 66va-b) Salam to St.Michael. 

Incipit: 0119" I'Ih HLM nhfl-C:: 

7. (ff. 67ra-90ra) For 12th Gonbot. 

a. (ff. 67ra-83va) Homily by Severus Bishop of Antioch. 

Incipit: flflt7D __ _ .{';CI\' H_~Lfl tvP ~Mt H~,'J'th..f' .ht7D Iroi'i. 1'I"J,n-)' fl~\,-I' 

1'1.'1' t7D1I~\l1t "'Ll'J~bA ro~,~;"C'-1'- Ml1~, __ 

b. (ff. 83va-88rb) Miracle for this festi val. 

Incipit: rh9"tU'_ _ _ roUl'lfl Ii l1ML I1Cfl-t,f''l'/? (DMrrht7Dt7D ht7D ~fhl)l;" 

(1,-1' hCflt.f'~ flH~"t,'z. ro-flr Y.t\.-I' ,f> WC' flflon- I'II'I.'P t7Dllhht "'Li'J~bA : 

c. (ff. 88rb-89vb) How St. Michael was sent to Habakkuk the prophet. 
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Incipit: Ofloo : . . . ~\ou I mi( t\ '?I(I+ O'1t M+ '{' ~ fD . },"ltLMlrh,C t\"'l.I'Jh,t\ 

t\.<f> ou'lhn+ 10 o,llo/~ '/fl.e OV?I. h..1'<;'c'\t\~ : 

d. (ff. 89vb-90ra) Salam to St. Michael. 

Incipit: 0'19" t\fh'l'l?h H~ P''P,} Ml ou.p.~n: : 

8. (ff. 90ra-I03ra) For 12th Sane. 

a. (ff. 90ra-93va) Homily. 

Incipit: nfloo ... '1t ou~rhtt: Hm~,,+ 9"h..I'<;'c'\t\9" hou ,e1-'1?<;' oOI"ou, 

mn·nC'ou· m"i.OU-!'-oo, £0 + tt:P'fh f-ou· mfh.em1~ou· ll"'l.I'J~\,t\ m?flCh,t\ mt\ 

Q }"flc) £oM; mQ I'JU'1-I- n"'l.e:: 

b. (ff. 93va-95va) Miracle for this festival: St. Michael cures a demoniac in church. 

Incipit: N,~tV' . ' .. mll~ l'JOO O~wht M+ "ou WM· t\t\.<f> ou'lhI11-:: £OM] 

~hR.{) 'f\Af1 }"H vt\m ~M fh110 nC{)1:,n m'''I1lb oucmt\:: 

c. (ff. 95va- l 03ra) How the temple of Alexandria became St. Michael's church, 

lncipit: O{)oo: .. . "ou Imi( M'I, O'1t M+ fllot\· -j-111'J1. out\"n nO'C 

"'l.1'J~ht\ t\. 'P oo'lhn1- ~n'f+n HfllM- (I-/:: m·},-/::h, Mou vttn oml. 

},{)n,J':Cf ~h~t-lI:: 

9. (If. I03ra-11 2rb) [0r1 2Ih MamIe. 

a. (ff. I03rb-1 04ra) Homily. 

Incipit: nfloo: . . . m~l.:·n)J!p+ '/tt:flI' H.e+ mrhc'\ Ofh.em m~ .. .e1-l.hfl?i 

flH'~' o.~m· ~,~11fD O"'l},hI'\ '}m'J': m~rph I1.eVl. ml1.e1-mrhr'> m}, -U1ou· 

'I":,'fhfD ml1WPfD O"'l},hI'\ ~\;h'1fl mht\rh m~rp" I1.eU:~ : : mh"'lV' Ifh~'z. 

,hm" :: 

b. (ff. l04ra-I09va) Miracle for this festival: St. Michael cures a blind man, 

Incipit: -j'''~ tV'. . , ml'JoO vttn ?i nCfltf'1T ml.h(l 00(1 J'. 'I? £of'£. !(If, 

~\o.e,tV·:: 

c. (ff. 1 09va-ll1ra) How St. Michael was sent to Sennacherib. 

lncipit: Oflou . . . ~\oo Imi( Ilrh9"/l. O'1t M+ 1-1'/1'J1. 0,}1l-: },flou Ilt 

t.. ~ fD h "ltL"lIrh,C 10 1-0.e I-/:: M'1n~9" ,?,!p ".Cfl(Sennacherib not 

Assyrian but Persia) 

d. (ff. III ra-112ra) Salam to St. Michael. 
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Incipit: M9" ()h L~~b ~'~. I'l ,} 1'I lT'J01':: 

10. (ff.1 12ra-125ra)For 12th Nahase. 

a. (ff. I I 2ra-124ra) Homily by Epiphanios the Olthodox, Bishop of Cyprus. 

Incipit: (1{J00 . .. .!':CI'l,} HC-/:,} '1~lT'Jc;' -), ~"~,,. '}\,,{J ~,A{Jq,M HU?L '/n~' C' {J 

p().{J Hh.~-h'l,() ~: : H~r~(111 (1(1'}() "'l.1'Jn,/,\ H~rhl'l, :: 00~1'm' ~MuofD 

(1()l1 fD 

b. (ff. 112ra-1 23ra) Miracle for this festival: a poor peasant fmds treasure in a fi sh ... 

Incipit: rn9"t V' . .. mV()- li 00'l~9"<; ,} H~(\' r.;-: (\h"ltLnl1th.C :: 

mr'}'(1/'\<;V' OOll/'\nl1 11(1·C "'l.1'J~b/'\: 

c. (ff. 123ra-124va) How St. Michael was sent to Constantine and helped him to achieve 

victory. 

Incipit: (1{J00. . noo .'fm!! ()~rh(\' : (1lft 0()1' MrO,\" ()</:,{Jm'}m. c;' {J 9S:~' 

1'10() U? L C''''/,:: 

d. (ff. 124va- 125va) Salam to St. Michael, 

Incipit: M9" t'lh Oll/,\~,h h.~~. ro9"I1<;' :: 

II. (ff. 125va- 134rb) For 12th Masktiram. 

a. (ff. 125va- 132rb) Homily. 

Incipit: (1r'l00 .. . ~CI'l ,} HC-I:,} '/ ~lT'Jc;'r H.l'.L I'I (1;\ '}r 11(:1-0 m;P~ r'l "'l.I'Jn,/,\ 

(vI' 001'1;\111' I oo~rro·~· n~m'\' ,}HhC 0(1 \" H~,l1 m1.<;,r tlm/'\~ : : 

b. (ff. 132rb-133va) Miracle for this festival; only the title is preserved, the missing miracle 

being replaced by a short anonymous homily. 

Incipit:: rn9"t V' . 

C. (ff. 133vb-1 34rb) How St. Michael was sent to Isaiah the prophet. 

Incipit: (1{J00 . . . hau .'fro!! ()oo{JhL9" (1lft 0() l ' 6.. ~ fD ;\ "l IV, l1th.C n--/, 
{Jl1rhr 1(1 ~l.l'l~fr'l m/,\.l'. h<f"'r. ~fl~ : 

a. (ff. I 34rb) Salam to St.Michael. 

. Incipit: M9" ()9";/''P9''h H/,\O·/,\ IT'JOC '?:: 

12. (ff. 134rb-148va) For 12th T8q8mt. 

a. (ff. 131ra-134b) Homily by an anonymous author. 
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Incipit: n{)oo ... 'h"ltUdlrh.C ()n·rl, .I'."CI\~ ~7C n'h1t- 1>~-{) "'l.l-],>"tI t'l.4' 

(}.J":. 'I? + I l',t\<--f, J>,Mn 1\1i:¢<;.mJ>,fb J>,J'. ~"l'lr mR>fb ~, "ltLnllrh.C ~1..T9" tlh· .' 

1]0.1'. n"'ltll1t- H~\ 1nt'b1' 

b. (ff. 134rb- 145rb) Miracle for this festival : EgyptiilJl sailors are saved by St.Michael 

from a stOlID at sea. 

Incipit: -I' MOtu- ___ 'hhp+ n9"l\t'b M ,I' m'h~"lC ~,9"1\1\ H~\9"1'l-]+: : : 

m~\~'n11 ...,n -~, H ~\ 9"Ii:1'Lt- '71\9" m~\tol1C 1\1100 0 m-rh.1'. R>J'.l\fl · 11117-1, 

ootl ~\ 11 I1n-c t'l. q,oo- 1\ (}.J":-'I?-I' 00" ~\ 111' HR> '}l', Ii: M'. to :: 

c. (ff. 145va- 146rb) How St. Michael was sent to Samuel to instructed him to go to Jesse of. ' 

Bethlehem. .. 
Tncipit: n{)oo .. noo 1m\{ 1\1'1>9"+ nlJt 01\+ b. ~fD 'h "ltLn 11 rh.C in 

I\oo'~btl ~QJ>, ~,"}OH ut\<- m·{)t- fb-l' 00~' .1'.{) m~,Hf1 hoo J>,(/-t·c in hQJ>, 

M ·U· I\ ~'I?'}' m·{)',' n.t- tlrh.9":: 

d. (ff. 148rb-va) Salam to St. Michael. 

e. Incipit: 1'1"19°: I\h Hn+ 7."1],,, PIi: :: 

13. (ff. 149vb-152vb) Maiko' of St. Michael. 

Incipit: 1'1"19" :1'1"19" 1\1111L {)9"h 9"M {)oo tlO·tI Ht-<,\t-t.:: 

14. (ff. 153r-vb -155v) blank 

Remarks 

I. (f. 2r) A note in upper margin in red pen: 'History of the Archangel St. Michael ' . 

2. (ff. 153r-bv 155v) Blank 

3. (f. 149vb) In the upper margin, an invocation to St. Michael, written in a very poor 

hand. 

4. (f. I 49va) Traces of sixteen lines of an erased and completely illegible text. 

5. The scribe's nanle is mentioned on f. 152rb as Wiildii Mariam 
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IV 

I. Title. MJ(l. 0TfC:1l (The Book of Hexaemeron) 

2 . . Language: some Ga' az but predominantly Amharic 

3. Binding: Binding of Stamped leather over wooden boards, covered with green . 

cloth, has leather case 

· 4. Material: Vellum 

5. Date: 20th centUl'y 

6. Measurements: 32 x 24 em 

7. Number of leaves : 191 

8. Lines to a page: 28- 29 

9. Number of quires: 24 

10. Handwriting: written in a good and comparatively early hand 

II. Columns: 2 

12. Number of scribes: I 

For similar mss see: Getachew Haile, Vol. IX; 

EMML Pr.No : 3979; Cerulli (Bruxelles) 67; Dillmann (B .M.) XLIV; Dillmann 

(Berlin.) 37; Wright (B.M.) CCCIVI; Strelcyn (B.M.) 58; Ullendorff-Wright (Cambr.) 

XX; XXXVI, Ullendorff (Windsor Castle )XI; Ullendorff (Bodle) 82. 

( ff. 2ra-190vb) The book of Hexaemeron 

I. (ff. I) blank 

2. (f. 2vb) Incipit: .eU'}'} av),;"rh'/:: 1'l.:I>Cf)-'}t av),;"rht.. t7D"tt'.1' '(It\QJ­

m.;.t IlM"'} av),;"rht.. av"tt'.t -j.f)t\ --

Desinit: QJ'}(lt'. (In/l-tt avt-rh, h·M h.l"n'll hCM-1l n(l-~ l1(ln"'1 rt 

llt\fl 1'C::jOTf,QJ-'} .e'<>:9"t-t'.:: 

3. (ff. 3ra-8rb) Sea of Computation. (f)fhL rh<'l'(l) 
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Incipit: (]{]oo nll ... f](hL rh<'lll Cl'ftlr ' I11'C J'tlCD' Iloo,} '/CD' .. 

Des init: NMoo ''}fl9'' M 1b\kr CDtlm. 1'4.r rt'l,tlf]r ~,"'l. '} 

(]},CD'~ T IlJ,'}(]tl rhn:/, :: 

4. (f. 8v) colored illustration of the Trinity in high standard traditional Ethiopian style 

5. (ff. 9ra- 34vb) Mystery of Trinity (9U {]m.,L /"1'\1\) 

Incipit: n{]oo hll ... lItl~ oo~ rh'i:,} J, '}.<tJ>:9"<;' M,l1 {]9" CDI'\.<t nCDb\.~{]9" 

1·CDI'\.<t noo'}k{] ~,~ {] {]9" fJJt·l'... Mm,e,,1l ~,I]I'\r ~,'}.<\. '} ,/,{]r ,/,{]"',} h,} .~ 

lItl '} J, '} J>:9" &-tl '}: : 

Desinit: J, {]h It. u 9" /" m.L /"1'\1\ '/CD' 4'1' tl~ {] ~'i:1' L l ' '} ,e,CI'f<;' Il,} .~ ,e, ')f] b\: : 

6. (f. 35r) blank. 

7. (ff. 35\1) colored illustration of Creation in high standard traditional Ethiopian style. 

8. (ff. 36ra- 50va). Creations of Sunday (rOV" ~ (]'/ 'i:1'LT) 

Incipit: n{]oo ... 1It'l~ oo~rh'i:,} h '}.<tJ>:9"<;' r{]~ 'i:1'LT'} ~,)C J, '}J>:9"t·tl,} :: 

hlt.U9" n11'\ /"1'\1'1. M,V·.\': ~f](h lit ?; 'i:1'L;rr km<;':: 

Desinit: r 'i: l' d · hl"LU "'1'~ rotl-t n~·,e, '} /"~ 'i:1'L;:I'T ,e,CI'f<;' .1"/,.<\. 

Il '} .e.' ,e, ')f]b\: : 

9. (ff. 50vb- 55v) Creations of Monday ( rn'1' (]~ 'i:1'LT) 

Incipit: J,''ltU,l1rh.C (]0tl1' n~·,e, 9",} t .mL n.tl· 1I1( -tf]lC {]t. -t<'\ t. .1'1'\+ 

CD'V h9" .~C . . . 

Desinit: I1m1 'i:1'LT 5'..LfJJ hlt.u '1'1' t\~ roM' fJJtl·{]'} /"~ 'i:1'd· J''l.~ 

,e,CI'f<;' Il,}.~ ,e,')f]b\ .el'\t'l.:: 

10. (ff. 56 ra-63rb) Creations of Tuesday (r0tl1' fJJt\·{] /"'/ 'i:1'LT) 

Incipit: ~,"lIt.~,l1rh,C (]},!'l1' fJJt\·{] E 'i:1'Lr t.mL: : 9"'}C; 9",} C;fCD' n.tl· 

n'HCO"',}: ~'Tnb\"',} o~'P"',} t .mL 

Desinit: E OtlT If{ 'i:1'LT 5'..Ln hlt.u 4'1'~ r0tl1' Ln·o'} {]~ 'i:1'd· ,e,CI'f<;' 

J"/'~ Il,}.!'; .e')f]b\ ,e,I'\t\':: 

11. (ff. 63va- 75ra) Creations of Wednesday (r0tl1' Ln·o /"~ 'i:1'd') 

Incipit: ~,"lIt.~,l1rh.C nOtl 'r- Ln·o E 'i:1'L;:I'+ t .mL ,e,I'\t\. 9",}C; 9",} n.t\.:: 

Des init: Q Otl :/' U'; 'i:1'LT .e.Ln hlt.u 4'1't\~ roM' rhoo·{]' {]~ 'i:1'd· ,e,CI'f<;' 

.I' 'l. .<\. 11 '},~ ,e, ') f] b\ ,e, 1'\ t\ . : : 
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12. (ff. 75rb- 77vb) Creations of Thursday (I'Mi- ,nl7D·rn (J~ ~'1'L1-) 

Incipit: h"ltl)dlrh.C OMf" n,l7D·{J 9"7'1 9"7 tlmL fll'l ' 

Desinit: (; oM, It; ~'1'L1- .e.LI'l· htLu </>'1'fI- I'al'lf" OC117 {J~ ~'1'L1- ,e"'lr.. . 

)''/,p,. H7.1?: ,e')I"\A ,e"I'l':: 

13. (ff. 78ra - 99ra) Creations of Friday (I'M -)- OC·fl M ~'1'L1-)­

Incipit: h "ltL),11rh,C OMf" OC11 9"7'1 9"7 tlmL fll'l ' 

Desinit: Mu\. "'IC'{J Hf"'1')C' Ooo7tl{J :PP"{J hA4- ,}I'-{J {JhtLu p~ ~'1'Lr ~(J)­

,eAl'l' htLu "''1'I'l~ 9".Pm.L p YT! )"/,P,- H7.1?: MI"\A :: 

14. (ff. 99ra - 103vb) About the Prophets ('I'lL ~fl)'r) 

Incipit: hllu </>'l'I'l~ 9" pm.L P ;J'1?7 ,e"'lr.. H7.1?: ,e')I"\A h9" Pm.L P;J'1? 

M</> .e.-qo '1'7L · · ~fl)'r7 ,e"'l<'.- H7.1?: ,e ')I"\A:: 

Desinit: MhtLu .I?:L{J ~,)L ~fl)'r ~(J).:: htLu Mh-rl'l~ 9" pm.L P;J'1? ,e"'lr.. 

H7.1?: ,e')I"\A:: 

15. (f. 104r) blank 

16. (ff. 104v) colored ill ustration of the Blessed Virgin Mary with Lord Jesus Christ in high 

standard traditional Ethiopian style 

17. (ff. 105ra-1l4ra) About Mary (~,)L "'IC)'9") 

Incipit : h9" Pm.L P ;J'1? M</>~qo h~,)L ~fl5'r Mhrfl- ~')L "'IC5'9"7 J!."'Ir.. 

117.1?: ,e ') 1"\ A ,l'A A: : 

Desinit: htLlJ ~L{J ~,)L "'IC5'9" ~(J)- htLlJ </>'1'fI- 9" p m.L P ;J'1?7 ,e."'I<'.­

H7.1?: ,e.')I"\A ,e."I'l -:: 

18. (ff. 1 14ra- I 22rb) About Faith (~')L '1J!."'I'l1-) 

Incipit: '/,e"'l'l1- hnlJ.\'.r O-'lI'-{J<f>C'{J f"1'lI' "'I1'l-)- 1, 7J.'.1- '/(J)- fll'l '{'1-

l7D 'f. 00 t f h CI'-{J I' "'l.1"\ A h n,-'l OJ A.I?: 7 

Desinit: htLu .I?:L{J "')L nCnC ~OJ' htLlJ </>'1'fI- 9" Pm.L P.';J'1? ,e.'/,P,. H7.1?: 

,e. ') 1"\ A :: 

19 . (f. 122rb) colored illustration of Adam and Eve in high standard traditional Ethiopian 

style 

20. (ff. 123ra-1 28rb) Mystery ofIncarnation (9"Pm.L P';J '1?) 

Incipit: 1'9" pm.L P"r'h 7 ~')C ~')Ch7 9" P'm.L P;J'1? ~')C{J 1, 7J.'.r ~(J) -

fll'l-: : 
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)esinit: n.e:'}"lA" 1'6,}'I' n.e:'}"lA" J.'.(J)ft .e: H,}.e: h]J~9",} h.e:C1" , ~,tfC;tI , 

'lJ.'.lf,}9" M9",}9" "'1tt1-. iI"'1 : nOT} MJ~ : h'P~ "tf'fl ft~n Nl..." 7'11'[" <'IT 

" C; 1; 11 ft~ uo 'l. .e: ~ (J). : : 

f. 128v) colored illustration of the Lord Jesus, baptized . by Jolul i.n high ,standard . 

raditional Ethiopian style ('P9"4'T) 

T 129ra-1 33vb) Mystery of Baptism (9"pm.L,'P9",H') ::. 

ncipit: r9" pm.L P ;J 'i?,} ~7C ~7Ch,} r9" prn.L 1'9"'/'+ ., ~7C h '}J!.,:" '1(J)' , 

tft · 

)esinit: M'n hM 'r h1,'1;r~~'} h1'(J)ft.e:'} n:t"l hh·nt·hp"IfI, h"'1"tfJ~ I"C.<lc;'iI 

.,:." 

)·ft1'li' 1, '}(J)ft .e: H,}.e: h '}.e.9",} ~, .e:C1" J.'.lf'1tl hJ.'.lf,}9"tryft:" ncry : n"'1 ' . 

>, 'P)?:': h 'P ~ "tf 11 ~n M 1; 7'1'19" 1\ <'I T 1, '11; 11 ~ fIO'IS:, ) (J) :: : 

ff 133v) colored illustration of the Crucified Lon;1 Jesus in high stanqard ' , traditional 

~thiopian style (n ~ n:"ftT) 

ff I 34ra-136rb ) Mystery of the Eucharist (9" P(Jl.L 4!CfJ,}) 

ncipit: 9" p m.L 'P9"",,~, '} ~7cTn r9" Pm.L . 4!CfJ,} ~7C h ,}J!.,T~(J)· Qft· 

) esinit: n'/J.'."'1'1'T hfh"l npCl}'~' lfc;' Q4>nft+ P ;J(J) . . (J).e.fIO· <t:~9" 

(fIJ,}"l Pr 0"'1 fT'} f(J)Cn In.e: h ,}£9",} (1.e:C7" J.'.lf'l tI hJ.'.lf,}9": : M9",}9" 

OT} ft T n"'1: n "'1 h 'P ~ : h 'P ~ "tfl1 ft~n M 1; 7'1'19" <'I T h'11; 11 ~ fIO'l..e: 

~(J). : : 

f 136v) colored illustration of Lord Jesus praying in Gethsemal)e in high standard 

traditional Ethiopian sstyle 

ff. 137ra - 145vb) ) Mystery of Resurrection (9" P:'rn.L T'}"f~b l7{}';J''}) 

ncipit: 9" pm.L 4!CfJ,},} ~7Ch,} 9" pmL T'}"f~ uo';r'} 1\7£9",} ~(J). Qtl-:: 

) esinit: rh·';' 1,9"'l.r C7'0T}'} hfIOfJtI h.e:c;' '}O· 1n.r n· ';'I]~·. ftM·r h"'lNf(J)' 

(J).<l ,Jr 13 ;J Ir n 4> ~ f't! fIO '} 1, "l It. h 11 rh. C ~,"'1, '} :: 

T. 146ra- 150 vb) Prayer (9"o.<lJ) 

1cipit: 'It'}'/: 9"0.ll'} HMr ;J·M,f" :?; fIO~/1<'I:,- 9" rh·1r 7. ' fIO}\fh<t:T ;,~ .<l-<'I T 

ill1rh T tlh ~' .<l-n h "l1t.~dlrh.C :: 
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... Desiriit: hl7D~11 6.--r 1''''l.','Cll/9'' ~\(M1' - )''17LfD' A "ItUdl£hC . ' 

l''''l.m·f1q'l 00~1I ~\"IIt)dl£h,C ,e,m'MI r.<ry,/:: ·' 

29. (ff.151ra - 153rb)PrayerofCreed (M~1' '/,e,"'I()-r) 

. Inci pit: )"tr>1' '1,e,"'I'l-r 77C '/,e,"'I'l-r 9" /'-' m.L 'I,e,"'I'l-r "'I tl-r ·,fD·:: 

Desinit: M~T '/,e,"'I'l-r .\': .,? fD·1 1'1' '''IL "11.1\·1 ,e,aoMA: : 1'1'L~l7DlD' }, 011 (1)'1 , 

,e,l7DMA )'A 1'L 7"l7DfD· r.,e,4'.e.tI )' A.e. 7l7DfD· r.,e,q,L{I {Itl'PA: : 

30. (ff. 153va - 163vb) Prayer Two (Ii 9"0.1\/) 

Incipit: Iltll7D ... 1111' oDl'\£h&.. 9"MI HM1-.,?{I.9' 'j, l7D7tu'l-r :: 

Desinit: ;h7 ~l"lIt.~,ll£h,CI 1''''l.)'IIT9''C 'lUI fl. 7'\ fJ£h,e, )'.e.·C7fD· 

h "IIt.f,ll£h,ChOTJ, I:: 

31. ' (ff. 164 ra- 164vb) Prayer Three (E 9"M/) 

Incipit: lltt:A '}l'\£htt: 9"M/l7D7/1"'-r 1'l7D7h·{\, I 77C l7Dl'\ £h 6.. l7D·,It ... ·}, h/.<tU 

~,tl 

Desinit: I'l7DAIj9" AfD' ',tt:tI I'lf7T A/.e.lfl Mh otl:" 9"l'\r.-r .I?:LtI (l;r'P 

tltt:t·'P Il'\V)'tl 7fD' ,e,,,tl, h"'ll' fD·tlT l7D1"I/'-'T A"'I)'-r 

32. (ff. 169vb - 177rb) Vision of the Blessed Virgin Mary (t-O\' "'IC),9") 

Incipit: f1t1l7D' . . .I'I!'PI ilL-e.' ("'''' ~,"IIt.~,{I£h,C (h)'fD' t·O\' "'IC),9" fD".<t l' 

~,9""ll R(}<O;:/' . fDllLh;r l''1tl':: 

Desinit: M'L IP<;I' ,e,&"t h9"tt:t>lfl7D' Tr.9"C.9' h l.I\tl '),;:/' IlfDnA:: 

33. (ff. 177rb- 185vb) Road to Heaven (l7D/7.e. A"'I,e,) 

Incipit: "'.\':'1" ~,"IIt.~,ll£h,C &..t'l IlMl7D h"lIV,{I£h,C ~,ll r."'l,1 :: 

Desinit: 1l111' 1'6.. )',l7D tl7tt:tI hlt.u )'.\':71 h"ltU,{I£h,C ~,"'l,/:: 

34. (ff. 185vb-186vb) Commentary to Our Father (M'7 HIlA"'I)':" ) . 

Incipit: hl-rl7D-A (Ill :")\,A~ hl7D11 Iltl-

Desinit: ,e,A fDtlllrl,-r tl'Ml7D <M9" h'lt\.·':" '),''r7-r tlHMl7D' ?,}'1'Il;h '1-r'1 

~,"'l,'} 1l~,fD'7-r ~'/lltl VIP-r:: 

35. (f. 187v) blank 

36. (ff.188ra- 190vb) l7D;".\':oo "'IC),9" 

Incipit:' ntll7D ... 1111> oo),,-£h&" /'-'C'?-r HfDl'\h l7D/IlL "'IC4"tI:: 
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Desinit: "~<'H'lf. 1I{J:e:ouLl M:e:9"C' lI{JffiLt'l'} ,,9"1111 111lC 9°/»'?<i . ,e"lC](Jl' 

11 "'1, '} ,e 1> f"} ,,"'L '}: : 
37. (f 19lr) colored illustration of Hell in high standard traditional Ethiopian style (l'n.~6\ 

/»06\) 

38. (f. 191v) blank. 

Remarks 

. 1. (ff. I, 35r, 104r; 187v, 191v) blank. 

2. (f. 8v) colored illustration of Creation in high standard traditional Ethiopian style. 

3. (ff. 35v) colored illustration ofthe Trinity in high standard traditional Ethiopiao style. 

4. (f. 104v) colored illustratipn of the Blessed Virgin Mary with Lord Jesus Christip high 

standard traditional Ethiopian style. 

5. (f. 122rb) colored illustration of Adam and Eve in high standard traditional Ethiopian 

style. 

6. (f. 128v) colored illustration of the Lord Jesus baptized by John in high standard 

traditional Ethiopian style. ('1'9"1':") 

7. (f. 133v) colored illustration of the Crucified Lord Jesus in high standard traditional 

Ethiopian style .({J~ (Jq.M- ) 

8. (f. 136v) colored illustration of the Lord Jesus praying in Gethsemane in high standard 

traditional Ethiopian style. 

9. (f. 191r) colored illustration of Hell in high standard traditional Ethiopian style. (l'n.',6\ 

/»06\) 
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v 

1. Title. N,ll"t. ~rn'o (Miracle of Jesus) 

2. Language: Go'oz 
3. Binding: wooden boards, covered 

4. Material: Vellum 

5. Date: Probably 18th century 

6. Measurements: 25 x 21 cm 

7. Number of leaves: 167 

8. Lines to a page: 18 

9. Number of quires: 23 

10. Handwriting: very good 

II. Columns: two 

12. Number of scribes: one 

For similar mss see bibliography see: Getachew Haile, Vol. VIII ; Getachew Haile and 

William F. Macomber, Vol. VI, VII; William F. Macomber, Vol. I, II; 

EMML.PLNo.167 ,206,246,578,664,666,2066,2 180,222 1 ,27 1 0,2802,2860,2952,3005,3 

420; Cerulli (BruxeUes) 38; Cerulli (Chester Beatty) 98; Conti Rossini (Manoscritti) 65 

Dillmann (Berlin) 45; Grebaut -Tisserant (Vat) p. 43 (Ullendorff- Wright (Cambr.) X . 

(ff. 3ra- I 66rb) Miracle of Jesus 

I. (f. 1r) blank. 

2. (f. 1r) Pen trial (t..·t~ {loC) 

3. (ff. 3ra-7rb) Incipit: nOt7D .. ° "'iill"tVo 

Desinit: J'>T&.."f:n mJ'>1'~[JJJ'> moo'" 7~1' 

4. (ff. 7rb-11 va) On the conception ofJesus 

Incipit: lI"q, J':l7D ~\ "ltU,{lrh.C (l'Htlf-:: 
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Desinit: Aliou (J)A'T"UO-- Alih ,,9"'Ih- ffJP ;F" - 1.1t<'lou, 

ouli1-"1Ut\ 

5. (ff. II va- 14ra) On the Virginity of Mary 

Incipit: (J);'JU A,?tUdlrh,C t'lA'?'H~\+~ ;".l':li1' .I':,}'?t\ . .. 

Desinit: fl~ ;" .(~:Ii+ .I':,}'?t\ <T?C,r'9" (J)'I.lt1' ,,9"'In u/ut'l- (J)9";"'L'r. 

t'lA '?tLA ~ (J)ou.I':;'J'L ~ h.l'n-n nCM-1i I'Ut'l, 9"M 'J:"'t;. 0,}4, P'll\, (J)9"M 

~'J:1i hoM (J)·M.'_ 'r9"'''+ t'l'}t'lou '7t'l9" ~,"'l. '} :: 

6. (ff. 14ra- 16rb) On the Nativity of Our Lord, 

Incipit: 'HnL t\.e.'/:: 

Desinit: h<T?U- U(l ;'Jf0t'l (J)ou'!?h t'l'7t'lou '7M":: 

7. (ff. 16rb- 17va) The praise of Our Lord by Salome. 

Incipit: 1-h9"tV' . .. (J)(ln n9"~,+ (lfto"'l. 

Desinit: "1Ut'l- ou9"UL'/:: (J)-t'l'Y. 'r9°</'+ t'l'7t'lou '7t'l9" h"'l. '}:: 

8. (ff. 17va- 21 vb) How the throne of Satan was shaken by the birth of Our Lord 

Incipit: ""~,9"tv- _ .. M\'?tLA~ (J)(ln ""6.lI,ou :'l Ot'l,}, 

Desinit: h<T?~-h,t\ 111-(J)t\Y. t'l'7t1ou '7t'l9" ~,"'l. '} 

9. (ff. 22ra- 26ra) the coming of the Wise Men and the flight to Egypt. 

lncipit: N,9°tV- . .. (J)uo)\'h' nil~, 07t\ 

Desinit: ~\ 9"'?i1)\, WI' on 9" t'l(J)t\.\':1' (J)h<T? U' 1\'71\00 '71\9" h "'l. '}: : 

" 

10. (ff. 26rb- 28ra) The three robbers, Totos, Darkes and Garnhur, who met the Holy 

fami ly while retuming from Egypt. 

Incipit: 1-h9"tv- ... (J)A9".\':')L M1'O,1" 

Desinit: i; A'?tL~\1' h.l'n-1i nCIi.f.1i 1\'7t'l ou '7t'l9" h"'l.,}:: 

11. (ff. 28va- 29va) Tamina, the righteous man from Nazareth, whose cattle were stolen. 

Incipit: 1'h9"tV- _ . . nul' -non.. H(l'/:: i1H·1 ~,t\U9"1' 

Desinit: nLh1' lI.;JV· M\ '?tL~\ 1\'7l\ou '7Mo ~,"'l. '}:: 

12. (ff. 29va- 30vb) The miracles that Our Lord worked during his childhood. 

Incipit: N,9"tV- _ .. rht;. V7L 'rilC,!' ft.1i Hfl'/ M'I\,'J: i'lL'" ~\9"'z.1' h-fto '7"1 

Desini t: (J)<'l'l~\" ~'9-V - (J),,9" '/- (I'/:: (J)9"UL1: 1\'71\00 '71\9" ~\"'l.,}:: 

13. (ff. 30vb- 32ra ) The fi sherman whose fish was stolen by hi s companion. 
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Incipit: ,,..h9"tV· .. . Oh 1+ kl"t-.T h IT 1'()Jt."' ~' 

Desinit: 1D~''1'L I1 ,(',T</''1,(', t'l 'MOD 'M9" hl1'],/: : 

14. (ff. 32 ra- 33rb) Joseph and the lion. 

Incipit: 1' h9"tV' . . . \"n,'t: fJt-a. ID', IH rit-.'t: 't:<;'T 71\/1 COr \"n,'t: 

h lOt) 

Desinit : IDh9"11 TOD,(',m'l V?t. <;11t,~' NMOD 'M9" hl1'], I;: 

IS. (ff. 33 rb- 34vb) The flooded plantation. 

Incipit: N,9"tV' ... IDOD7\~, ifl,V· li l1ML VU <;t-.l1fl 

Desinit: 9"l'Inh O"'1Cr 1D't:t-.fl1' ~b9" t'l 'MOD '?M" ~,l1'], I: : 

16. (ff. 34vb- 39ra) Ow- Lord in Temple with the Jews. 

Incipit: T~,9"tV' ... '?t.? },"llt. h.ro' fl hC{H"il IDM, lDilT fl,TOD~'~fl 

Desinit: OID·fl ,,.. llD1'~fl IDTllD,(',m' ht'l· Mt-. t'l'?t'loo '?t'l9" 

~,l1'], I:: 

17. (ff. 39ra-40rb) The adulteress. 

18. 

Incipit: N,9" tV' ... IDh</,oo· l' Y;l1'],V' 1100. T HoolDT 

Desinit: O}, "lH.h '/ t'l'?t'loo '?t'l9" ~,l1'], I:: 

(ff. 40rb- 42va) Berfesneya the Samaritan woman. 

incipit: N,9"tV, .. IDh/H rit-.'t: h"lIU, h.ro·fl 9" .<t:t. O"'1Cf IDCfh 

t'l M, 0. T hlT~' </' ID' 9" -'t 0 h 11</, T ID T </' ~'rh "'1 I' 

ID 00 go' n IDT~' 9" C fll1 rh T t'l h "l H.Mlrh,C t'l'? t'l OIl '? t'l9" hl1'], I: : 

19. (ff. 42va-44rb) Choosing of the Apostles 

Incipit: Th9" tV' . . . H,(',}d; 9" Y; t. 't:t-.fl1' ~9" Ch 1"00' OUr O~ ,(',t'l~ (]rhC 

M9"P1 

Desinit: M,t'l ,(',11;h.e. 'z. 1D~,',9"<;'oo· M,t'l r~,9"'z. 111' 1D',hrh,(',oo, · t'l',t'l 

,(',hfh.e. 'z. ~ }, "lH.', I' h.ro·fl t'l'?t'l9" '?t'l9" ~,l1'], I 

20. (ff. 44rb- 4Srb) The healing of the man who was born blind 

Incipit: T~,9"tV' . . . 0,1' l1',n, HID'o';' 1D1'1Dt-.~ 

Desini t: tL M r·c ~<;'il 1D1'moo</, t'l'?t'lOD '?t'l9" ~,l1'], I :: 

21. (ff. 45rb- 46va) About the dead boy. 
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Incipit: 1'n9"tV- _ .. H.£',l'.ro-.;. n-l> 9"ro-1' roll,}-I> 9"ro·t t'tn.t.t l1ht'l.t 

uoOt'tt 

Desinit: VI. d'f.uo-f- uo'},,? /»')- hflh P,,,?9" 9"7\ nt ro·fl-f- 'M9" t't'}t'tuo 'M9" 

nO'f. '}: : 

22. (ff. 46va- 49va) The rai sing from the dead of the .son of the widow ' from Nain 

Incipit: N,9"tV- ... ~l'.L 11M, h ,}H )'flq,<j! ro.£',Oh. O~\ '}T h1'V- H'l"1' 

O.£',ht OI'\t :: 

Desinit: fl'Orht t'th "?H.f,l1rh.C t't'}t'tuo '}M" f,O'f. '} :: 

23 . (ff. 49va- 50rb) The raising ofa dead man 

Incipit: 1'f,9"tV' ... VO'z. h"?H.;-' Hf,t.P,. n-l> Mf' 

Desinit: O'~t ,}OO1- OLh-t- l'.;JV- t't"?hH.h ~ t't,}t'tuo ,}t't9" f'~ '} : : 

24. (ff.50va- 52vb) At the tomb of Rahel. 

Incipit: 1'n9"tV- ... oo:/'l1tlfuo- t't;"'9St 

Desinit: ro(l(l.'/ 1'oo.£',fTJ ro·fl1' uoj'l1tlf'} t't,}t'tuo ,}t't9" nO'f.,} : : 

25. (ff. 52vb- 53ra) The watermelon plantation which was destroyed by insects 

Incipit: N,9"tV' ... ChI" 11Mb h,}H .£','/>ro·9" 10 HCn uotlP.A'}:: 

Desinit: rof, .~ I'~\ uo<;' 00' t'tol1n f,t't:/''} t't'}t'tuo '}t't9" nO'f. '}: : 

26. (ff. 53ra- 54vb) The hemorrhaging woman 

Incipit: 1'f,9"tU' .. . h ,}'I' .£',ro·"I1i .~9" ~\9" Troe ,}uot 

Desinit: h9".£',h 11, H.£',t"' ~f'h t't'}t'tuo '}t't9" nO'f. '} :: 

27. (ff. 54vb- 57rb) The man from Elhedar who was suffering from skin di sease ' 

Incipit: Tn9" tv· ... HI" rh9"9" ro;',<T'Juo 1It1;J(j, 

Desinit: roO.£',ht 1.11, h9"~ nof: t't,}t'tuo '}t't9" nO'f. '}:: 

28. (ff. 57rb- 60ra) the eradication of the Locusts from Galilee and Judaea 

Incipit: N,?,"tV· ... (])~o.;. oM, '1t't-" (])9".~-L .£',V·p, 

Desinit: OM1'l'{'U' (]) 0 f,O.l'.'e V- tI'}t'too '}t't9" f,O'f. '}:: 

29. (ff. 60ra- 61 ra) The lions of Ascalon 

Incipit: -f-n9"tV' ... (])Ut't(])· l1H-1,} n'l'Ofl+ 

Desinit: l'.'}n '1.£',<T'J<;'f.oo. (])~l\';' fll1.t.+ (l°/t'tuo '}t't9" f,O'f.,}:: 

30. (ff. 6 1ra-64vb) Words of Our Lord to his disciples at Jeri cho 
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Incipit: N,'!"L-U' ... (J).-ht. h"7t\.h hJ'I't·o nC{]f·o h.)'L-/l r.I'l1·;J1lf,oo, .. 

Desinit: (J)'OT n.t: MOTf(;\)'(;\ llt.hT ?';JU' t'I'Moo 'M'!" ~,"'L T:: 

31. (ff. 64vb- 68va) The teaching of Clu'ist to his DiSciples 

Incipit: N,'!" L-U' . .. (J).-ht. ], "7t\.], ~ ~l.ro·o 1l"f'z.:rU· .I'.llt. H.er 

Desinit: Hh Til 1'1 M·r HIlI'tOTf)'r t'I'Moo 'M'!" n"'L T: : 

32. (ff. 68ra- 73rb) The teaching of Clu'ist to his Disciples and his warning 'concerniilgthe 

future 

Incipit: N,9"L-U' . . . t'IhCPrh.U· nM"c;. Moo .pCllr OOT"70T 1'tO'f,f'r 

Desinit: llC'/~ ont'l/lT t'I}, "7t\.h', t'I(}t'Ioo 'M'!" ~,"'L T:: 

33. (ff. 73rb- 75ra) The baptism of Clu'ist 

Incipit: Tn9"L-V' .. ' . M1C~h.U· n],'!"c;. ',000 .pCllr ooT"}?'T .1't000)'r · 

Desinit: llC'I~ ont'l/lt: t'Ih "}tLM N}t'Ioo ,}t'I'!" ~,"'L T:: 

34. (ff. 73rb-75ra) The changing of water into wine -

Incipit: Tn'!" L-U· ... ], TT .eh t '!" Y: t. :J>"i H1tLo\ 

Desinit: (J)~'f't'I~on· ],1'1 hoonc;. HTT ooTnt. N}t'Ioo <}1'1'!":: 

35 . (ff. 75ra- 78ra) Raising of Lazarus from the dead 

Incipit: ''''~,'!''L-[}' . .. t'IhC~h.V· ~,M,'1 C ~,Ch~ 'loo TO' Trh-C 

Desinit: (J)1~(;\/l],oo. n(;\n'1C 9"M n;:'JtU' 1l~6'C .eh1; t'I,tLr 

36. (ff. 78va- I 66rb) The revelation of the future, the revelation of Christ about His second 

commg. 

I. 

Incipit: (J)(J)'l), h "7 V, ~ ~,'!"IJI' 9"M ~,C~h.U· .-ht. (J)<}t.1 .I'.llt. tL "i 

Desinit: (J)1-J6Il HO, 1mT 1't1'!" ;:'J'!"O-t- (J)na '!"I'IT ~,,!,, VI'tt'I (J)(J)VIl ~'Th 

1'1 ~ ~n H~"" II ,11 th r (J) n'll C M,ll (J)(J) (;\,V; (J)oo'} 6. 0 ;"~. 0 .e Mb'z. (J) H (;\,{, 'z. 

(J)t'I<}t'Ion <}t'I9" n"'L T:: 

Remarks 

(f. I r) blank. 2. (f. Ir) Pen trial (6,1;~ 'lloC) 
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VI 

1. Title: n,4' )\ ,{}rh (The book of penance) 

2. Language: G8'8z 

3. Binding: wooden boards 

4. Material: Vellwn 

5. D'ate: 17th century 

6. Measurements: 23 x 20 cm 

7. Number of leaves: 83 

8. Lines to a page: 18 

9. Number of quires : 10 

10. Handwriting: very good 

11. Columns : 2 

12. Number of scribes: 1 

For similar MSS see: Getachew Haile, Vol. IX, X; 

EMML.Pr.No.4874, 4579, 4724, 3928; Gnebaut (B.N.- Griaule) 80; Grebaut -TisseriLr)t· 

(Vat.) 21. 

(ff.! ra- 82rb) The Book of Penance 

1. (ff. lra-3vb) Incipi t: n{}on . .. h"ltl), 'nrh.C &.l1Jt fh.f'(J)· r'l'11. (J)tIOt'\.U· 

(J)M h-tl- J?-1- 'nut\ on 7\ rh&.. 9"'111t-1- we; J?-1-

Desinit: 'Pnll (J)(J)'''f'P .f''I- ~,9"hC' n&.,9'.~ ~\ '1 It. Ml (h.C ~,"'l, ,:: 

2. (ff. 4ra-12ra) Penance one (~,'}</>7\ 4'.<I0TI). 

Incipit: (J)11,1: n,4'7\ J?--)-h&'t\ tlrh1111(J)·n 

Desinit: (J).f"fln- '16/\,'/ 't:1-n,r nh'}</>)\ n,rI1C{}tn (J)hOTlU- tloo(J)t\.<Itlf,} 

J?-flt\ /1, 11't:t\ 11,}1: anm, (J)~\9".~1. 't:1-rh1- ,ellh n.rI1C{}tn 

3. (ff. 12ra-1 6rb) Penance two (n,</'7\ J?."l9") 

Incipit: n~\'T )\(t"-r (J)n;h~;J nH,eJ?.tl- 4''1?9u (J)-{}1- n,'I-I1C{}t.f'l 
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., 

Desinit: mtl"'lCf'l" h'H M~/.+ mI"JAr.l lltt';}l 01lh.!"ou, ro·'·ron&.. 

lprhlfoo· mn4~%-/: tlllfTJ.e ro·!'l-l· 7.tr+ OH·1 'T'4' 

4. (ff. 16rb·24va) Penance three ( ~,1'''7.· '1A!'l) .• 

Incipit: Oh 1-1' M,tl+ mMrO<hP H.e-h 7D rhM· Ilt O-l· tt:7."'t.r 7.tr1: . 'M r'l'7 -/: 

Desinit: ~'~!'l ],"ltU,llrh.C q'~. !'l ;}fA q,~. !'l ],"ltU,llrh..C 7.flP-)- r'l"'lf' 

m'l".r:/''l''tl·o h'l" !'lllrhth ~ h"lH]\.~ r'l"'lf' m9".r:/. 9"tl·o ],9" !'l:flrhth ~, 

h"lIU moo .r:;}'L~ ~d'r'l'!'l nc!'lf·!'l:: 

5. (ff. 24vb·27vb) Penance foW' ( ~'1"'7\" t.·OO) 

Incipit: Oh 1-1' "'.17'1" Ott:CH ], "ltU,llrh.C t'Jr'l"'t '7 :J>(l mntl· q,~!'l 

roav7.rhtt:r rhCPCYtV' m~,g:9" f !'lM;lfou,:: 

Desinit: tl~~n m+;h1'<; 0t'J. hoO"l-/: mMl"t'lt\.lfav. 11'7J'.0·/,.OY4Iou. 

ml'I1i.-!'-av· 'l"r'l"'t '7:J>tl h "J1i),llrh.C:: 

6. (ff.27vb·39rb) Penance five (r.l'''7\" rh9"!'l) 

Incipit: 01hr 4'~t\. mr"l"'!?'· mrhn rott.e.l'.tl· tl:h110 m.eUJm·o l"Jul tlI"J.oh 

],9" r"'lf'+ 

Desinit: ml1·avmm· ttl-" o/.CfJ'/ q'~!'l -I·r'l&..m o 1'av'T' 9' + 9"rh/.-Ho !'lCI'-" 

m1J':'1-r fTJ(D·h.~ ml+ f..A O!'lllrh -rh roq,Y:!'l+h h·tl· 'l.tI. r."'J,1: : .· 

7. (ff. 39vaA7va) Penance six (~'14'7\" t'lY:!'l) 

Incipit: 111h1' llH·1 9""lIlt.+ tlMr.l'.A9' q'.r:ou rav'T'9' o/.Clll mH.e.l'.tl· 

Desinit: 07.trr ],"l111'h~ "'ICY9" q'Y:!'l+ m"'l"II1/. ;,, ~t'll mr'l"'lo+ ~,"'J,l :: 

8. (ff. 47va· 53ra) Penance seven (r.l"'7\" MU) 

Incipit: l1!'lav ... mI"Jol1 11m,],-/: tt.e.l'.tl· ro.e + &.. 4' Y: l"Jul ],'l"~ PC'71' q,~1'\, 

Desinit: ~,'l"t'ltl r.llle' hJ'.oU· ('J],"ltL ~ M,tl 0,0 ~,C~h.V· 'l.tI. oCN: ro·!'l-,. 

r'l "'I.e tl~." !'l1l rh + tl 1M· tt: m 1\ 0 t\ ~ .e h'l '1 u tl· m 9" ;h /.." tl '7 tl av '7 tl 9" ~,"'J, 1: : 

9. (ff. 53ra·82rb). Law of the Church PC'7-1' n.rnC!'ltYl 

Incipit: O!'loo ... 14'.l'.·'l" 11t.Y:ih1· ],"lIV,llrh.C tl~1: !'lllrh:/' ,7\";htt: pC'71' 

n.1· nCi'l-t;.f'1 ro"'loC'l." 11(,,0<;' 

Desinit: 1'&"?'ou 11111" PC'77- H.e.l'.tl· MflC om·!'l -,. 4'.l'.1'\, m<hCIl, 7.tr:t­

m!'l'l1rh:/' ('J],"JtLr.'I1rh.C tlr.tlav '7tl9" (,"'J,l:: 
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10. . (f. 83) blank .. 

Remarks 

1. (f. I) Pen trial (6..t ~ Me) 

2. . (f. 83) blank 

3. (f. 82rb) the owner of the book erased; no new name has been added . .. 
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VII 

Title: Arganond woddase, or Arganona dangol (Arranged according to days of the 

Week) 

2 Language : Go'8z 

3 Binding: Stamped leather over wooden boards, covered with read I-ineo cloth has 

leather case 

4 Material : Vellum 

5 Date: probably 17th century 

6 Measurements: 26 x 20 cm 

7 Number of leaves: 143 

8 L ines to a page: 22-32 

9 Number of quires : 28 

10 Handwriting: very good 

II Columns: 2 

12 Number of scribes: 2 

For similar MSS see: Getachew Haile and William F. Macomber, Vol. VI, VII; ­

William F. Macomber, Vol. II, 

EMML.PLNo. 657,2117,2166,2585,2630, 2706,2763; Cerulli (Bruxelles) 21; 

.... 

Conti Rossini, Manoscritti , p. 609; Dillmarm (Bodle) IX, Gn!baut-Tisserant (Vat.); 

8,3 1,73,9 1,129,138,144, 184,23 1; Van Lantschoot, (Vat.) 272; p.453-455 StreJcyn 

(Rylands) 23, Ullendorff (Bodle.) 62,64,65; Ullendorff-Wright (Camhr.)XXIV -XXVI; 

Wright (B .M.) CLII. 

(ff. 3ra-140vb) Arganond woddase, or Arganona dongol 

1. (f. Ira) pen trial(6A.:~ lloC) 

2. (ff. I v-3ra) blank 

3. (ff. 3ra -25ra) For Monday (NO '/· .e) 
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Incipit: (J{)au ~"lll.h·(J£h,C p'fI,I'l n ' u'!: ~"}h H"}1' au?'U&. H.eM?'~ : . 

h C ;J<i' ~ J7 "} "l A () .(J U:,· tl h () ..., .. (J II» J7 "} "I A C; 'I "'! C f <t' tl (J}.-(J t. .e () Ill. ml t'l?" .; 

wt\ ·'t1' h9""In:: 

, .' 

Desinit: id'(}·{) nc ().f',{) wAJ7 'flU.r: 1'}, "}1f. (j}'{)1' 9" J7l. "l'(J1'." 1',MU\" ,.' . , 

4. 

(JHI) "}h. 

(ff. 25ra-48vb) For Tuesday (HIM·{)) 

Incipit: },~, "l11 ~ :" f' ~'.r: {):" .r: ,,}"l A (J n I\, "'! C t9'" t/(J ~ .(J t..e{) m. "'I t '19" , 

""''''/U7. "}h· 

5. (ff. 48vb - 75vb) For Wednesday ( Ht.rr~) 

Desinit: i,~,"l10,:"f' "'!C.r9" ?l\v:" h. w{)M:"h. w(Jt.h:'·h. w9"Ut.·I: Inlfl· 

9" {)fI h au:" h. fI a, fl9" a, fl9" }" "'t.} flf. h· "} fI.e h· "} 

6. (ff. 75ra-99ra) For Thursday (HlJ av.{)) 

Incipit: w},"}...,''1. !'jo(J »h"l1i~'1'1' q,J7{)1. J7"}"lA (Jnl\, "'ICt9" 

H m, .(J t..e () m. "'/ (, '/9" ~, av· fl11) t. an t\~, n:" w w t\ "VI: fI au {)..." I'." 0" 

h. .;. (l. A () h fl. m, "} t M h au ~ :"1) t\ U (J I'." i'd· h. ~,au C; () w a, fl9" 

Desinit: (J},&. HLt,tu· m, "} 'I' wAf..~, H1'wAf. waul'." h. ~,9"I1C>1 

,'\ ce:" (J P'.:,I () ·m, 

7. (ff. 99ra - 121vb) For Friday (HO,Cll) 

'}'i 111' 
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Desinit: }''A.''l11'A.~-1' ~'Y:fl+ 

8. (ff. 12Ivb - 130vb) For SatW'day (tI</','\9" ) 

9. 

Incipit: ~,~-;J".e M(J.eh. }.wfl-l· ,'\{e~- wMI"l.~ , ;t-;h' t- ouhl'r. ~,ch. 

w'A.~-ouUflA :".~ou 1lrh. }'wfl-l- "VA 

Desinit: w.e~-:Pw9"<P fI~'i''''' lr Y::" A'I flHICh. . fI,}M" o,M" A"'l,} :: 

(ff. 130vb - 141vb) For Sunday (IO,U-Y:) 

Incipit: ~,fI,{)A 'A.r.w·1' U(JwAY:h. w'A.~ cd ~,'}II 'A. '(JA t.Y: ~,"ltt}. ~,9"~C rl,h 

w'A.ou:"r.flh hou ~-flA{h~ 

Desinit: (Jt.h1- ~,.(J wwA.~ .eh,'} 9"flfI ~'I'~, 1·nch. wfl.,.. "'ICY9" 0'M9" 

o,M" A"'l,} fI.eh,'} fI.eh·'}:: 

. 10. (ff. 141vb·143 vb) blank 

Remarks 

I. (f. Ira) pen trial(t.t~ '(lOC) 

2. (ff. Iva-3ra; 141vb; 143) blank. 

3. Parts offf. 5, 9, 11 ,21, 125,135,139 are badly damaged, especially ff. 135 and 1~9 . • 

4. (f.140vb) Wiiliittii maryam (the owner of the ms) 
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4. (ff. 20ra-22vb) Prayer over those to be baptized. 

Incipit: ~\ "ltl)\ ~\ "7 t!.n 11 th,C n~t\, h-t\- qM" 

Desini t: {ll1rh1- (lJki"'" .e~\t\, 'l. (lJHAt. 'l. (lJt\qt\av '1M" ~\"'l, '}:: 

5. (ff. 22vb-23vb ) Prayer over the ointment 

Incipit: A ''It!. ~\ ''It!.~,l1th,C ~~C' +'I..~C -'tn 11'}1>. H.e+ 

Desinit: n{lt7D nrht 1>.I':{I-"rf11'hC{I-tfl A'}-/- A"lt!.~,l1th,C n"'l,,} :: 

6. (ff. 23vb-27vb ) Prayer over those to be anointed 

Incipit: ~\ "l11..nl1th,C n9"t\11 M·U· ... "' l1oP> ~\t\ .et7Dm',: (lJ1-"I11 

Desinit: {ll1rh+ (lJ.'i 11 .eAt\, 'l. (lJtIAt.'!. t\qt\av q t\9" ~,"'l, '}:: 

7. (ff. 27vb-32rb) Prayer of the prie while placing his hand . on the head of those to be : 

baptized. ' c 

Incipit: (lJA9"11 ;J- ~l1C n~..eoh t\6t\ .emt7Do/. (lJrl1A 

Desinit: t\t'l.enn (lJn;J'}'}tU" t\qt\ qt'l9" n"'l, '}:: 

. 8. (ff. 32rb-34va) Prayer for those who have given their names. 

Incipit: n~\ '}-'- ~\t\ (lJUn· M"'1tlft7D· (lJl-Jon ,}MA. 

Desinit: .P'AITJ,} li(lJ·I1-/- ~\.e..h n~t\, h·t\- A "7 t!.nl1 th,C ~,9"t\I1~ 

9. (ff. 34va-35rb ) Prayer while bending the knees 

Incipit: (lJ,eo.l':<t: nLh.lft7D· ,,,t'L11 (lJ.el1A ... 

Desinit: {ll1rh 1- (lJ~\ 'i 11 .eAI"\.. 'l. (lJHAt. 'l. (lJt\qt\av qt\9" n"'l, '}:: 

10. (ff. 35rb-42vb) Prayer to be said while their faces are turned to the east 

Incipit: (lJ:r~.P' ~\ ~\.~ 'elf t7D. t\6t\ (lJr·nA 

Readings from the scriptures of 

Titus 2:11 , 3:7,1 John 5:5-1 2, Acts 8:26-39, Ps. 31:1 

Desinit: ~8(lJ · (lJ~,~1'(lJ l1rh,C' ~\ ,}H .erJ.,<'Irh 

11. (ff. 42vb-52va) Supplication and prayer of Kid an 

Incipit: (lJ.el1A I-JlJ'} h..'l,} ;" .'\.11 

Readings from the scriptures 

(Ps. 50:13, 5, 33 :5-6, John 3:1-21 

Desinit: {ll1rh1- (lJt\n'i11 .e~\t\,'l. (lJHAt.'l. (lJt\qt\av qt\9" ~,"'l,,}:: 

12. (ff. 52va-57ra) Prayer after pouring oil in the water 

52 

: . 



Incipit: (JJJ'.,~P' l-JU"} HJ'.,-I· .p~. i'l (JJf'~'Tll n-l> .<to d<JJ'., 

Desinit: (JJJ'.,h · ~ · 11"}-I> d<JJ'., (JJ11"}-I> HJ'.,T O·~ l-J~ (JJ9"IH,'/ i'lllrhT (JJaon'fhj"/ :: 

13. (ff. 57ra-66vb) Prayer for the baptized to have ki1owledge. 

Incipit: (JJJ'.,1lt\ O'~l-J'/ h ' ~' OOl.h"· ao"}6..i'l .p~i'l 

Desinit: rh% '}' oJ'; (JJA"}i'l :" (oJ'.,l.O· aol16..t\..,.. 9"M 

'14. (f. 67) blank. 

Remark 

.. '.", 

I. (f. 66rb) The name of the first writer and owner erased and replaced by the name .6fthe · 

second Tiikla Hawaryat 
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IX 

I . Title: The book of Samuel, Kings and Isaiah 

2. Language: Go'oz 

3. Binding: wooden boards 

4. Material: vellum 

5". Date: 19th century 

6. Measurements: 26 x 22 cm 

7. Number ofleaves : 87 

8. Lines to a page: 20-25 

9. Number of quires ~)2 

10. Handwriting: very good 

I!. Columns: 3 

12. Numbers of scribes: 2 

For similar MSS see: Getachew Haile, Vol. IV, VIII, X; Getachew Haile and William 

F. Macomber Vol. V, VI; William F. Macomber, Vol. II, 

EMML.Pr.No.522,526,540, 1202, 1206, 12g 1,1402,1481 ,1693,1694,1839,2080, 

3018,3067,4437,4452,4493,4756,4760,4767; Cerulli (Chester Beatty) 269-274. 

l. (ff. 3ra-33vc) the books of Samuel 

I. (ff. 1-2) blank 

2. (ff. 3ra-14vc) The first book of Samuel, otherwise called the first book of the Kings. 

Incipit: rovn- M1ML nM"~ ~,COTf1;9" nanoA, ~,9"~ .l'.l1L ~h~t.9" Hflan· 

':"t't;PC;: : 

Desinit: ro~,9" .~~L ""I'()oan, M,OTft\,;P ro/1~ ro·M- fl,'I:";P UJ~·c: an'PtJ T.U,an 

11'11 1"-'1' ~,rhp" MIl"'i. 'l? ~1 I"-'r rom" t'\an·~t't fll1rh l' 1'\7, "1 H."11 rh.C 

tl''} n9" : : 
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3. (f. 14va) decorated design 

4. (ff. 14va-33vc) The second book of Samuel otherwise called the second book of Kings. 

incipit: OJ/1oo u/b\{Jt 0(17' ~\9" OJ·{J-I' th1in· M>'A 

Desinit: OJ1'UJ'It'l A,?tLldlrh,C t'l9".I?:C OJ1,~looo: 'l"1' M\{Jt-11,A . -1' 6..7,00 . 

H~'? /"' -}- !!1: ·(]rh,&·t OJMlt M\ '?tu"nth,C t'l'Moo 'M9" /1"'b I:: 

5. (f. 23v) decorated design 

II. (ff. 33vc-53ra) The book of Kings 

6. ',' (ff. 33vc- 46vc) The first book of Kings commonly 'called the third book of Kings 

Incipit: OJ.<l'etl'l AU'" OJ1t'l6. oo'Pot'l.U· M\ '?tLA ~ II'/'" OJt'l1' .I?:I'?tI 

OJJ'9"'I\~\fD in 11'/"':: 

7. (f. 33 vc) Plan of the Temple 

Desinit: ~,9".~·"IL 'l"-I' 11hldl 11'/"':: -1'6.7,00 H~I/",1' lPt'l{}1: . l1rh.&·l 

OJll'fla,1' M\ '?tL/111thC t'l''tt'loo 'M9" h"'b I OJII"'b I t'l,e,h'l 

8. (f. 33v) decorated design 

9. (ff. 46vc-53va) The second book of Kings commonly called the fourth book of Kings. 

incipit: OJA9".~L 'l"-I' /11-]1111 h7\L';' 'l"/1'(] OJ.r.OJI' 111J1iY{J 

Desinit: OJ,e,U·l1fD A/-" 7,l1ch+ flh·t'l, ou'Pot'l th,e,OJ1: 1'6.7,00 '17/", -}- H§-fo 

11rh.t-+ M 'A"'1'e ~1/"'1' oom~ "Ioo·h,tI OJII.r.;}&·'e1'l "1/",+ 6.'l.9"fD 'l:t'1 

OJ.?.r.- {Jl1th -}· t'lhl1 {J'(]ch -}' t'lOJtI.r.- {J'(]ch :'" II 00 IMI :".<l.{J ,e,Mb'z. OJ 11 tI 6. 'z. 

OJ 1I''tt'l ou ''tt'l9'' I, "'b I OJ h "'b I 1I,e, h'l t'l ,e, h '1: : 

10. (ff. 47rb-47rc) blank 

II. (ff. 52va-53ra) Names of Kings and their reign. 

incipit: 1·tI</? ~1/",+ H~,/",&·h,tI "'.<l"'L h·lI· ~,?lP I'I>'tI ~'ij ,?ooT 

Desinit: OJ1''LOJOJ' 7,{J&' /btl 9"{Jt'\,U' fl~\.~ {Jtl9"'l pC 1100 1.~ '? fD 

M\,?tU,l1rh,C 119"'1)']00' HIIOJ''''>'OO' 9".r.-L '?1I7\: : 
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III. (ff. 54va-84vc) The book of the prophet Isaiah 

12. (f 54ra) Introduction to book of the prophet Isaiah 

Incipit: n{]oo. . . n:r.'?:{]r P'"t'\, 

Desinit : 7\\", 1l''}1'\00 . 'M9" ~,"'i,, :: 

13. (ff.54va-59vc) The vision oflsaiah concerning the peopIe 'QfJl)dah and Jerusalem 

Incipit: Ir',}!. HO, r "/l}!.j'{] rot\.!? ~,'1"t'J 

Desinit: roM.,..}!. OJ 1'\ JI. 'HI OJ;/'JI.,,}l1 .,..l1l-]t· n1> .~ooh"}tLr.'nfh,C 

14. (ff. 59vc-61 va) the Judgment on the world and about the reign of God. 

Incipit: C;U' ',"ltL~,llrh,C j'OTJ{]C; OJj'oolilllr NM9" .. ' 

Desinit: I'\h "}tL~,llrh,C ·,n.l?lll 001>.1?1'\- I'\h. r.;. .. t'\,9" 

15. (ff. 6Iva-78vc) After the fall of Jerusalem the vision of Isaiah concerning Judah and 

additional history. 

Incipit: r.t'\, ..... r.hl\.l'\ -,/-,n..." 1'\h,<i::MD 

Desinit: Ht'I'M9" lir.r~~t\1> {]llthtU' 1\."" MllCh 9"M ~,n·~ '1lll h.l'o·{] 

16. (ff. 78vc-84vc) The vision oflsaiah concerning the people of Jerusalem. 

Incipit: hool1 }!.n. ',"ltL~,llrh,C 6</,n· 7\ .~ ", roCrO 

Desinit: ·htJl.@ -r,n. r Hh. .. .ej'{] 'In.}!. nlh.,.. r.9""h· r/J" OJUll1-l.'?: ~b"" 

1-UI'\' 9"M <i::'/'.';' nMoo h "1 IU,ll rh,C ~,"'i,, :: 

17. (f. 81) 2 columns ,not 3 

18. (f. 87) blank 

Remarks 

1. (ff. 1,2, 47rb-47rc, 87) blank 

2. (f. 81) 2 colunms ,not 3 

3. (ff. 14,23,33,) decorated design 

4. (f. 33vc) Plan of the Temple. 
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x 

1. Title: The Book of Bdrdlam and YawasOf 

2. Language: Go'oz 

3. Binding: wooden boards 

. 4. Material: vellum 

5. Date: 17th century 

6. Measurements: 30 x 21 cM 

7. Number of leaves: 181 

8. Lines to a page: 24-26 

9. Number of quil-es: 22 

" 10. Handwriting: velY good 

11 , Columns: 3 

12, Number of scribes: 1 

For similar mss see bibliography see: Getachew Haile, VoL IX; 

EMML Pr,No.3 979, 

(ff. 4ra-279ra) The Book of Bardlam and YawasOf 

The Book of Bdralam and Yowasof is a Christianized version of an ancient "spiritual 

romance," which was composed in India and first written down in an Indian language 

by Buddhists around the beginning of the Christian era, 

1. (ff. 1-3) blank 

2, (ff. 4ra-4ra) lncipit: nOl7D ~\ ,?tLMlrh,C l7DrhL OJl7DO",U./uA 

Desinit: HoOD- P-rh 10 nLh'" lIfto1: OJ1' /llN,U- "'Uti- 9"M ~'Il~ 

;p~o NMOD Qtl9": 

3, (ff. 4ra-5va) The history of Bdralan1 and YowasOf 

Incipit: .en, rhCPCY OJlb"'/? ~\Ol7D h"i'rl7D-

Desinit: .e'/1l~ OJ-O'" 7.'Al7D", 00,\': OJ.em9"4'OJ=-

4, (ff. 5va-6rb) The preaching ofSt. Thomas in India and the conversion of the Indians, 
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Incipit: 1'6.. 'UD "In V7t. U/.II.tJ. '''''''IiI M .I' 

Desinit: nMI'16.. roc:" Mlh O"'lR- nhon "l'flUt'I 

5. (ff. 6rb-6va) how Wadagos King of India, led a life of luxury·.and wantonness, and how 

he joined his ascetic son Y&was8jin the wilderness. 

Incipit: ronro'~,-I: 00 'PO 6\ ~'7(}J "1M U7C 17'P' Hilon· ro·'\7"O 

Desini t: rohool1 t>~ 6.. :/,.11. tln-p' :: 

6. (ff. 6va- 12rb) how the Indians of all classes rejected the things of this world and 

embraced the Christian religion. 

Incipit: roHoo.1I. IlCIItf/O ()f]llf~ h.!' rhMIP'on-

Desinit: 'Moo 7\6\001- nhon 1lrhtl"on- !\ro-tl-il rh'PCf :: 

7. (ff.J 2rb-I'2va) How King ·,·Wadagos issued a decree ord¢ring the persecution .,and 

slaughter of the Clu'istians; specifically the monks. 

Incipit: ro/7'P'O ~\LII."<i-.\I. 7\lq iI .lI.1- "1M 7-fH on~t>tl1-

Desinit: rooo6\q "1M 17-P' qn.R- li:{)rh n6\.\1...,- tn'l/ :: ' 

8. (ff. 12va-14ra) How King Wadagos thanked the magicians and astrologers for their . 

prophecies his future. 

Incipit: onP''POT nh IT 6\.\1.1' ro6\~ tlll1lt. tLhlfon· , 

Desinit: CO(lon· "In h9""11 HTo4'tl :: 

9. (ff. 14ra- 22vb) How King Wadagos took precautions to keep his son (the prince 

Y&wasof) in ignorance ofwordly affairs. 

Incipit: ~'/H I' r.ro-~ n7-'l9" rohHH 

Desinit: nll;J oot'l/l1- ronr'Lon..,- IlU'/1- :: 

10. (ff. 22vb-41rb) How the wise man Baralam, instructed by . Divine providence, 

di sguised himself as a merchant in precious stones and went to. the country of the King 

ofIndi a to seek an interview with the prince Yowasoj 

Incipit: nt."9" rol1l-1: (In h~,ont. 

Desinit: ro'{)T ~.pq rrWl1- ronll'Ln--I: :: 

II. (ff. 41rb-50va) How the prince asked Baralam how he could lay up treasure in heaven, 

and how Baralam explained to him the efficacy of alms giving. 

IllCipi t: roUn- § .. M,r'L (]06\ llR-tl1lil 6\1lil roUn- § ~-'lR- Hilon- MIlC 

. Desinit: nro-h '" otl1- tlht'l f6.. :"<- M T O,I"T:: 
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12. (ff. 50vb-159ra) How the prince enquired whether the cOlumandments ordering self-. . 

abnegation and the renunciation of the world were laid down by the Apostles and.othe:rs. : 

13. 

in ancient times, or whether they were of recent origin. 

Incipit: (D,e(l.(to .e'P!ltt: M,oo /1~r IJt :t."l ;Jr r/"' ;".~ 

Desinit: !lfl-ri1 h!lhNM9" <}t'l9" r."'b ,:: 

(ff.159ra-279ra) How Y 3wasef prayed after the departnre. ofBiiriilam and 

himself to attaining purity. of mind and body. 

Incipit: (D{ln )\til' .e'P!ltt: 

Desinit: ""/,,,:\00 7.'l.: (to uo· t'I:r.<?-I't , n~'19" nMoo ~,."lH.Ml£h,C ~\"'b I: : . 

14. (ff.279rb-28I) blank 

Remark 

1. (ff. 1-3, 279-28 1) blank 

devoted .. 
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XI 

1. Title: Jl.tr-r ann (prayers oOncense; A) 

2. Language: Go'oz 

3. Binding: Stamped leather over wooden boards, covered with blue linen cloth; 113s 

leather case 

4. Material: vellum 

5. Date: 20lh century 

6. Measurements : 20 x 15 cm 

7. Number of leaves: 65 

8. Lines to a page: 16-18 

9. Number of quires: 6 
" 

10. Handwriting: very good 

11. Columns: 2 

12. Number of scribes: 1 

For similar MSS see: Getachew Haile, Vol. VIII; Getachew Haile and Willianl F. 

Macomber, Vol. VI, VII; William F. Macomber, Vol. II, 

EMML.Pr.No.448,532,575 ,627,661 ,2018,2638,3461,3492,3494; Gn\baut (B.N­

Griaule)34; Grebaut-Tisserant(Vat.)29; Ullendorff (Bod!,) I 7; Wright (B.M.) CXLI, 

CCCLXI. 

(ff. 4ra-62. vb) Prayers ofIncense 

1. (ff. Ira -3v) blank 

2. (ff. 4ra-5va ) Introductory prayer 

Incipit: . flflon ?tl""'· ao7\ rh&.. afT]'} H.f'~·fl(l 4'l'l.fl 'l.tb 

Desinit: -ronrhCI" (/).,,-/:: (/)9"I1CI"'z. h·~'I, H..ilh 

3. (ff.5va- 48vb) Readings from Daniel and Psalters (Psalms and Canticles) 

Incipit: Jl.tr..,· ,cn~hb\ ~fl..e Mlrhr H~,9"~,J1C.f' 
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Desinit: "V"q, J?;oo j>,TmtlC ,}flV" nACI'f~·h,b\ flV"h HA. TOD'I'b ·MC Ml. ro·fl 

hCflf.fl flV"h rCl'fUf),h· fl'}flOD ,}flV" ~,Cl'f, I:: 

4. (ff. 49ra-59rb) Prayer for Sunday 

5. 

Incipit: mn ',U·.I.': foC,,} olTl~mj>,llb\ H,r hOD 'l6c~ . 

(ff. 59ra- 62va) Benediction 

Incipit: M~r n·t-h. ~ p>fl·fl q,.l?-fl ~,1l 

Desinit: nh·fl· 'UI. Ufl· V"M Im'C m·fl-l· Mlft~ nMV" 

6. (f.62.vb) The owner of the book is given as " General Abat~" 

7. (ff 63r-65v) blank 

R~:!Ilarks ,:- " 

I. (ff. I ,-3 , 63r-65v) blank 

2. The owner of the book is "General Abata" 
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XlI 

1. T itle: )l.1\<"MfT]'} (prayers oflncense, B) 

2. Language: Go'oz 
3. Binding: wooden boards 

4. Material : Vellum 

5. Date: 1 8th century 

6. Measurements: 17 x 12 cm 

7. Number of leaves : 60 

8. Lines to a page: 17-19 

9. Number qf quires:9 
,> 

10. Handwriting: very good 

11. Columns: 2 

12. Number of scribes : 1 

For similar mss see, No. XI. above. 

(ff. 3ra-59vb) Prayers ofIncense 

1. (ff. 1.-2r) blank 

2. (f.2v) Pen trial (.{.,t~ -floC) 

3. (ff. 3ra-3rb) Introductory Prayers 

Incipit: Ofloo , .. '}l'\ th~ )1.1\<'1' ofT]'} Hf~O(l <f'r'l.fl 

Desinit: <f'l!?'I" .e-flA h l.H Allo Oh.l'oU· 

4. (ff. 3rb- 50va) Readings from Psalters (Psalms and Canticles) 

Incipit: hl\.~ 1l1LA ~\1l .{.fT]t. 'M9" ~\I\.~ llfJ·'}'} 

Desinit: Oho'l't'hA fl9"h Hh • .etao'Po flfJC Oh.l'o-fl hCfl-I"fl fl9"h "'-""'7(hfJ,}h' 

~\~ 71lCh fl'}tloo 'M9" ~\"'l. '}:: 

5. (ff. 50va- 56ra) Prayer for Sunday 

Incipit: OhU-.e: foC"} OfT]'1 ro.ellA M\ '}..,- ao~')-ro­

Desinit: hao rCno- th.ero1' HtI,}flao 'M9" h""'7. '}:: 
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6. 

7. 

8. 

1. 

2. 
, 
.J. 

(ff. 56rb-59va) Prayer of laying on of hands 

Incipit: n1flC'r of!.: Hi! Oo,T H.<tfl 

Desinit: H(lrf:; lih 9"!lt'bV' m9"M o/~.!l ov1t..!l !lflrhT ' m~\'t:rl .ehtl.'z. mH6\t.'i 

mtlo,tlov o,tl9" ,\~ 1:: 

(ff. 59vb) The owner of the book is Asafa 

(f. 60) blank 

Remarks 

(ff. I -21',60) blank 

(f. 2v) pen trial (t..t~ flOC) 

(ff. 59yb) The owner of the book is Asaffa ' ". 
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XIII 

, I. Title: Mawaso't and Zonm1are (The Book of Chants) 

2. Language: Go'oz 
3, Binding: wooden boards 

4. Material: Vellum 

5. Date: probably 18th century 

6. Measurements: 23 x 19 cm 

7. Number of leaves: 106 

8. Lines to a page: 19 

9. Number of quires: 16 . , 
10. Handwriting: very good 

11. Columns: 3 

12. Number of Scribes: 1 

For similar MSS see: Getachew Haile, Vol. VIII; Getachew Haile ·and William F. 

Macomber, Vol. VI, VII; William F. Macomber, Vol. I, II; 

EMML.Pr.No.2, 127,2 11 ,249,371 ,483,525,559,608,618,668,696,2006,2024,2091 ,2122, 

22 12,2253 ,2263 ,2470,3017,3118,3198,3432,3438,3463,3464. 

1. (ff. 4ra-50vc) The collection of Chants called Mawaso't 

1. (ff. 1r-3v) blank 

2. (ff. 4ra-50vc) The collection of Chants called Mawaso't 

Incipit: uutp(]01' tll"d,l{J ~\{Jh I",h,(] uu1/oo·C tI.V,'e1· h9" il"'L~· 

t\uu{Jh~9" h"lI1.>' uu'/. r;'1~c OJ·fl-!' ~~iI"1'h :: 

Desinit: ?fl"'" (]r>'1 .e~\/I, 1'Mr: t\1·n ch OJh ·n~ t\':"111lh MtrlbA 

II . (ff. 51ra- I04rc) The collection of Chants called Zommare 

3. (ff. 51 ra-I 04rc) The collection of Chants called Zommare 
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4. Incipit: (lflov . . . ~,h~', WH" an?;"ht!. (lH'}I~hC. 1ID<Jt. 611A 'PltD<J "1611 · . 

(lh·fI· Han'} ~,9" r',h,}fl hflh !'"',h,}fl 611A ',fl= fI'M9"9";hl. ' /::: 

Desinit: (J)}?:'''l.;:'>ar A<;"o/?;' tlnD<J}? 1?;, h9"w1.1",(j.o an'}&.(1 ;:'>f!,A f!,l..r: . 

(J),e"}(lC 1l.(I lit o/J': fl l' ma f!,9"C'/~ <;:'1:, .. ·l'Iti·'+(J)Ai..h9" J':"}"IA ,' 

.P·M,', 11""' fit/oM (l1A VI' ,}fl"lJ': n·M MlfI·(I(I: flX.'\9" (J)1'I.e',t A·ori 

H"}1I "I l' (I~9" " . 

5. (ff. I04v-1 06v) blank 

Remarks 

I. The text is furnished with the Ethiopian Church musical notation, 

2. (ff. 1r-3\1,1 04v-1 06v) blank ' . . 
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XIV 

1. Title: The book of anqobahare (for the days of the week) . 

2. Language: G8'8z 

3. Binding: wooden boards 

4. Material: Vellwn 

5. Date: 14th century 

6. Measurements: 19 x 13 cm 

7. Number of leaves: 54 

S. L ines to a page: 16 

9. Number of quires: 8 

10. Handwriting: good 

1 J. Columns: 2 

12. Number of Scribes: 1 

., 

(ff. 2ra-54vb) The Book of anqobahare 

The Book of onqobahare is traditionally believed to be the work of Abba Giyorgis : 

ZagasoCa. The name anqobahare consists of two words, anqo and bahare; meaning "the· 

pearly nature" . The book contains excerpts from different scriptures, including the · . 

Bible. 

1. (f. 1 r) bl:i.nk: 

2. (f. I v) badly damaged writing 

3. (ff. 2ra-3vb) lncipit: n{}oo ... ooq,5!;oo h·t\· .ent\ i'>h'7tLi'> ooVt. ~ · 

Desinit: ~\'7tL~\~ ~l..l'o·{} nC{}·y.{} (J)n'~n (J). ~\." OO/6..{} q,~.{} .. 

4. (ff. 3vb- 18ra) For Monday (tIn 'I' f,) 

lncipit: n{}on ... 'HI'" OI<P. H~l..'rt.nn n~\ IT J'.<t'" ~\~9" 

Desinit : (J)Ho ~.f'6..rl Ch(\ C?·9" (J) . ~\." (J)Ho .ehp'r "'t'l.{} ~m.nT 0·9" · 

(J). ~\.,,: : 

5. (ff. ISra- 2Sva) Tuesday (NOtI·O) 
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lncipit: Moo .eOon.e n~,9"<'It\ ~,ht>.l1T OJl'Jon.efl, .eT .?11~, I'JU'1T " 

(lJ.Il...f'41'1T: : 

Desinit: (lJh9" .r:1L il)'.on lilmU' .e?l1C '1'9"',,-1- nh9"M I'·C.<i'i'iI :. , 

6. (ff. 28va- 34rb) Wednesday (tI~(}-~\) 

Incipit: (lJ~,.Il.. .'<S'?t>. 17rml mn-l> on7\m6. fh.eOJT 

Desinit: (lJ(ln .e7rl1fh hon11 )'.OJ·h'z. .eO,l1m'z. OJ(ln .e?~''t:'P t\ori</,t>.1' I'MI' .~ . 

011' ~,(lJ. 6.t\'? I'on· lilm 

7. (ff. 34rb- 38vb) Thursday (tlVOD·iI ) 

Incipit: nilon . . . HoouCh·hoo· 

Desinit: (lJ~\9" 11,-1- 111i11- (lJ7\'PO (lJ11</' .r:on'L 

'8. (ff. 38vb- ,il3rb) Friday (H'}C'fl) 

Incipit: (lJ(lfl,'/ .e11t>. </'f'Lii (ihl1 "'~.iI 

Desinit: hoo M'~ ~,~9" 1'\"-1> ill1tll1- ~,ilh t\'}t\on '}t\9" 

9, (ff. 43rb- 49ra) Saturday (tI<i' .'l9") 

Incipit: ~\ool OJh. T'1't:q, n11I-l> on7.m't: 

, 

Desinit: (lJ.e·nt>. ,~l1Tt· (lJ;rnT'z. 7\1'-1 1'.~· il1- 0"'l.f''I! q,~iI-I- q,-'l-<'II (lJonlnL 

iI'flm1-:: 

10. (ff.49ra- 54vb) Sunday ( tlhV'~) 

Incipit: (lJooI(ll"01- l1C'l1 Oln-l- hCiltn 

Desinit: -I-il)'.on 11,-1> 007\ mil fh.e(lJT CJfhCI' Ol</!:: 

Remarks 

1. (f. I r) blank, 
2. (f. 1 v) badly damaged, 
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CHAPTER THREE 

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

This thesis has presented a catalogue of fourteen previously undocumented · 

manuscripts of Beta Mariam Church (Lalibela). These manusctipts are lim accessible 

to the public, and the clergy have no idea of the importance of cataloguing them , ·.~ 

On the basis of my experience and difficulties in preparing this catalogue, I -would like 

to make the following recommendations: 

• It is important to teach scholars how to catalogue Ethiopian manuscripts, especially 

Philology students, 

• The church should allow researchers to get access to the manuscripts eas'ily, 

• Perhaps one of the most effective means of preservation of the Ethiopian MSS is to 

make the Church clergy aware of the importance of cataloguing the MSS, 

• To preserved the Ethiopian MSS ideally all MSS, should be catalogued and 

microtilmed properly, 
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Figure 1 Example of damaged manuscript 
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Figure 2 Example musical notation from the Book of Chants 
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Figure 3 Plan of tile Temple 

.; 
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Figure 4 an example of Illustration of Creation 
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