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Abstract 

This research aims at investigating the scq/lolding oj'illegal druRs prevention and controlling of 

the Federal Police Counter Narcotics ControffinR Division. at Bole International Airport. 'Ihe 

study used both qualitative and quantitative research methods. Data pertinent to the stlldy were 

gathered through close-ended questionnaire. open-ended questionnaire. and key injhrmant 

interviews. Samples of the study were picked by using census method and plirposil 'e s(/II/pling 

While quantitatively generated data were analyzed by using percentile. the rest collecledFolI7 

open-ended questionnaire and key informants interviews have been thematicall)' intaweted the 

jindings o/the study indicate that illegal drugs trq/licking are steadily inCl'easinK and the air/)()rt 

IS highly manipulaled by experienced traffickers. Cocaine. cannaiJis. heroin. and 

methamphetamine drugs were caught while they were being trafficked The stud), also identified 

the need to strengthen the unit with skilled police officers. ethically esteemed police officers. ond 

advanced police technologies. The study could identifY the salience ofj()rminK cooperation 11 'itli 

internal and external stakeholders having great role to stop the epidemic oj'druRs. Finolly. 

unskilled and inadequate officers, absence oj' advanced technologies. minimum sentence j()r 

imprisonment oflraffickers and less attention by the Federal Police Commission ore di\c()l'ered 

os challenges to improve the efficiency of the unit 0/ Counter Narcotics Cont/'Ol/illR Dil·ision. 
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Chapter One 

1. Introduction 

1.1. Background of the Study 

Globalization has transformed the world economy over the past forty yea rs. The spread or idcas 

and technology across borders has facilitated new avenues of trade, creating new markets and 

ex pandi ng others (Jenner, 2011). This scholar also states that the somber side or globalizati on is 

a complicated network of illegal markets ranging from drugs and arms tral'li eking to the 

smuggli ng of humans into slavery and prostitution. These illegal industries. or black markets. arc 

"I the product of globalization. They represent some of the gravest problems in all societi es 

spann ing the globe, jeopardizing international safety and security. One or the largest and 111 0st 

proJ-i table of these industries is the market for illegal drugs. Estimated at over $500 billi on a year, 

the il legal drug trade is an international business that has sustained itse lr for over fort y years 

(Jenner, 2011). 

Aft'ica has historically held a peripheral role in the transnational illegal drug trade. but in recent 

years, it has increasingly become a locus for drug traffickin g, particularl y of coca ine. Recent 

esti mates suggest that in recent years, apart from late 2008 and 2009, between 46 and 300 metri c 

tons of South American cocaine may have trafficked from West African route to Europe. Recent 

cocaine seizure levels are sharply higher than those in the late 1990s and earl y 2000s, which in 

all of Africa rarely exceeded 1 metric ton a year. Africa' s emergence as a trarli cking ne\ us 

appears to have resulted from structural shitts in international drug traffi cking patterns. These 

trafficking patterns include heighted European demand for coca ine. internati onal counter 
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narcoti cs pressure driving drug traffickers away from trad itional trarti ck ing routes. and the 

operational allure for traffickers of low levels of law enfo rcement capac ity and hi gh ratcs or 

corruption in many African countries (Wyler & Cook, 20 I 0). 

Illegal drug trafficking often closely linked to organi zed Crime, ill egal drug producti on and 

traffick ing damage communities, undermine security and impede economic dcvc lopment. In 

supporting small farmer families to move away from culti vating ill egal drug crops towa rds 

legitimate economic activities, there is a strong need of promoting sustainable alternati ve 

income-generating opportunities. These opportunities not onl y decrease culti va ti on of ill egal 

drug crops but also reduce poverty, food insecurity and environmental harm (UNODC 2(1 4). 

On the other hand, drug trafficking - like other forms of transnati onal orga ni zed crimc -

threatens political , economic, and social development: it can also foster corruption and violence. 

undermine rule of law and good governance, jeopardi ze economic growth . and pose potenti al 

publ ic health ri sks (USAID, 2011 ). 

There are di fferent factors that affect African continent to make illegal drug trartieking and to 

have a major problem on it. On this regard, Africa Union Plan of Action on Drug Control (20 13-

201 7), stated that the impact of drug trafficking and use continues to be fe lt in the Continent in 

the context of rapid socio-economic changes and its attendant consequences. For instances hi gh 

levels of income inequality, a high share of youth in the society, hi gh rates of urbani zati on. lew; 

levels of criminal justice resources, firearms proliferation, wars and civil conflicts as we ll as 

weak controls over criminal activities are some of the changes and attendant consequences. The 

report also describes that drug profits are di storting the economies of many Afri can countries. 

and in some poorest states, the value of trafficked drugs exceeds the country's gross nati onal 

2 
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income. Countries have also withstood the worst of negative hea lth con equences and costs 

associated with fi ghting drug-related crime (AU PA, 2013-2017). 

Drug trade also undermines to strengthen democratic institutions like spur economic growth. 

trade, and investment; advance peace and security; and promote opportunity and developmcnt in 

Afri ca. In Ghana, for example, money from drug has supported the electi on or memhers or the 

parliament, weakening the official's accountability, and undermining democratic institutions. 

Moreover, in Mozambique, the business community has complained or the unrair competition 

from drug traffickers, whom they accuse of evading customs exc ises and container inspections 

(US~ID, 20 11). Furthermore, in Guinea Bissau, the drug trade has exacerbated political 

instability, including the double assassination of President Joao Bernardo Nino Vieira and Chici' 

''I 
of Defense Staff General Batista Tagame Na Wai. In addition, in Kenya, increasing drug usc is 

linked to robbery, Human Immunodeficiency Virus/Acq uired Immunodeliciency Syndromc 

(HIV/AIDS) and broken families (USAID, 2011). 

Di fferent reports and literatures stated Ethiopia is becoming as a transit and destination route l'o r 

drugs, which are internationally controlled. Drugs transited and trafficked in Ethi opia through 

different ways and the most important are Bole International Airport and through borders . 

However, drug trafficking through the airport is more prevalent and controlling carri ed in a more 

organized way than border controlling. The researcher believed that controlling drug trafli ck ing 

as primary prevention strategy and this strategy needs to be strengthening by assessing and 

examining efforts made by Federal Police Counter Narcotics Controlling Division Therefore. thi s 

research aimed to assess the situation of illegal drug trafficking, scaffolding of drugs controlling 

and prevention and challenges the drug controlling unit faced at Bole International Airport. 

3 
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1.2. Statement of the Problem 

In our world , drug related problem is one of the most complex chall enges facing the wo rld at 

large. It directly or indirectly affects everyone and poses a eri ous threat on hea lth ranged from 

illegal cultivation, production, manufacture, sale, demand, traffickin g, and di stribution or 

narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances, due to the consequence of the abuse of prescripti on 

drugs (lNCB, 2015). A number of researches conducted to understand the problems of drugs 

revealed that the findings are dissimilar in their type and nature of tranicking across borders or 

frontiers. 

In compliance with the above statement, United Nations office on Drug and Crime conducted 

research and reported on the illegal of financial flows resulting from drug trarticking and other 
"I 

transnational organized crimes. The research report states that, the most widely quoted li gure lo r 

the extent of money laundered has been the IMF ' consensus range' of 2% to 5% or global GOP. 

made public by the TMF in 1998. A meta-analysis of the results from various studies suggests 

that all criminal proceeds are likely to amount to some 3.6% of global GDP (2.3%-5.5%). 

eq uivalent to about US$2.1 trillion in 2009 (UNODC,2011). The IMF (1998) stud y al so state. 

that industrialized countries have found that, increases in money-laundering activities were 

associated with reductions in overall annual economic growth rates. Each US$ I billion laundered 

reduced overall economic growth by 0.04-0.06 percentage points (IMF, 1998 as cited UNOOC. 

20 II ). While the picture is somewhat more mixed once money-laundering affects foreign 

jurisdictions, financial centers have developed a self-interest of not being associated with ·tainted 

money ' and have signed relevant international instruments to avoid the intlow of such criminal 

finance (UNODC,2011.). 
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The stud y findings presented on East African ministeri al me ting by ODe (2009). statcs that 

Cannabi s is the most widely consumed and traffi ck ing ill egal drug in the region. The amo unt or 

se izures of cannabis herb in 2006 in the region amounted to 228 tons. ri sing by 40% ill 

compari son to 2005 (UNODC, 2009). East Africa co llectively accounted for 4.3% o/" globa l 

se izures of cannabis herb in 2006, 3.4% of cannabis oil , 2.5% of cannabi s plant . and 2.3!Yo or 

cannabis resin (UNODC, 2009). Tanzania alone seized 225 tons of cannab is herbs. whilc Kcnya 

reported seizures of 44 tons of cannabis herb in 2007. In addition. the level or canmlbi s oil 

seizures in Madagascar in 2006 was the fourth highest in worldwide (aner Canada. the Russ ian 

Federation, and Jamaica) (UNODC, 2009). The report also describes ncw deve lopment that is the 

growing concern in the region in which it is the flow of opiates, and it causes Eastern Arri can 

countries to be the place for both the destination and traffi c countries. Most se izures of heroin arc 

made at international airports, with the airports servicing Addis Ababa and Na irobi being the two 

most important one due to their extensive connections outside the region. but thcre is also an 

increasing use of postal and courier services for heroin, as well as hashi sh and a lesser extent 

cocaine (UNO DC, 2009). 

Ethiopia is one of the African states that cultivate cannabis, in which it is predominantly growing 

in urban as well as rural areas, where agriculture is the dominant means of subsistence economy 

to the inhabitants. Counter Narcotics Service Units have units structured to conduct undercover 

surveillance inside and outside the airport by using various techniques and drug sni fTer German 

shepherd dogs making random screening of cargo and luggage to se ize drugs such as cocaine. 

cannabis. and heroin (UNODC, 2009). The report also found that Ethiopia Federa l Po li ce 

Counter Narcotics Service routinely screens passengers, luggage, and cargo of fli ghts arriving 

from "high risk" origins such as Dubai , Bangkok, New Delhi. Karachi. and Islamabad. The 

Federal Police Counter Narcotics Service in 2006 se ized 482 kilograms of cannabis. and 2.7 
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kil ograms of heroin. Ethiopian Federal Police report indicates that the eonli seati on rate v. a. 

nearly about 16 kilograms of heroin in 2004, and ro ughl y 12 kilogram or heroin in 2005. On 

December 29, 2007, Ethiopian Police arrested fi ve local ell ers allempting to market n 

kilograms of marijuana. According to the report released by UNODC, it was the largest dru g 

busts in the country' s recent history (UNODC, 2009). 

The study held by Moges Chekol (2010) revealed that three prevention measures and strategies 

were taking pace to strengthen and to enforce law enfo rcement and to undertake searchin g 

programs on illegal drugs, to strengthen the intelligence service on drug tranickin g. and to create 

awareness among the society by Federal Police of Ethiopia Drug Cont ro lling Unit. Thi s 

researcher also pointed out that the external factors were impeding the illegal drug preventi on 

measures projected by the Ethiopian Federal Poli ce. Accordingly, the 111 0 t common 

im pediments were shortage of international support, rapid development of technology. weak 

cooperation between responsible bodies, negative impact of globali za ti on. increase in the supply 

and demand of illegal drugs, and poor control systems of other countries (Moges chckol. 20 I 0). 

As per the knowledge of the researcher, the studies conducted by di ffe rent researchers are ICw 

and inadequate to show the magnitude of illegal drug traffi cking and the strategies de veloped by 

the Federal Police to effectively overcome drug trafti cking problems at bole internati onal airport. 

Therefore, the studies conducted to examine the strength and competence or the Federa l Poli ce 

Counter Narcotics Division controlling that are scant and inadequate. it is necessary to criti ca ll y 

assess the gaps exploited by international drug trafti ckers to traffi c drugs in di rferent countries 

including Africa and the rest of the world through Bole International Airport. Moreove r. the 

researcher of this study also intended to show the interests of probing the extent to which 

strategies have to be taken to tackle the problems effecti vely. Thi s re earch also examines the 
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chall enges the drug controlling unit faced and the role of takeho lder in controlling trarlick ers at 

the Airport as a conduit to destine at the African countri e and the re t orthc worl d. It was hence. 

argued to say that the study was new in its kind , and in vesti gated the attributc. that co uld not be 

included in the previous studies. In addition, thi s research tudy also aimcd at exam ining the 

trends of illegal drugs trafficked through bole internati onal airport in the pa ' t li vc yea rs (20 11 -

20 15) and recommending the possible ways forwarded to the policy make rs. planncrs. 8nd 

stakeholders to better understand the influx of drugs and its deb ilitating errcct in di sab ling the 

productive group across the nation. 

1.3. Objectives of the Study 

1.3.1 . General Objective 
III 

I I ~ The general objective of this study was to assess the scaffolding of ill ega l drugs preventi on and 
I ' 

controlling of Federal Police Counter Narcotics Controlling Divi sion at Bolc Intern ati onal 

Airport. 

1.3.2. Specific Objectives 

The study has the following specific objectives: 

I. To examIne the trend of illegal drugs trafficked and drugs most traflicked III Bolc 

International Airport in 2011-2015 , 

2. To examine the current controlling strategies app lied by the Federal Police Countcr 

Narcotics Controlling Division to reduce trafficking rate through Bole Internati onal 

Airport; 

3. To find out the challenges that the Federal Police Counter Narcoti c Controlling Divi sion 

encountered not to effectively combat the trafficking of ill ega l drugs to differellt 
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countries through Ethiopia as a country with regulator un kill rul t control in Co ul1t er 

check points, 

104. Research Questions 

The research tri es to answer the fo llowing research que ti on 

I. What were the trends of illegal drugs traffi cking th rough Bole Internati onal Airport in the 

past fi ve years (2011-20 15)? 

2. How were the controlling strategies applied by the ·thiopian Federal Poli ce Count er 

Narcoti cs Controlling Division at bole international airport look .? 

3. What were the challenges that the Narcoti c Drug-Controlling nit encountered not to 

effecti ve ly manage its tasks of controlling and apprehending ill ega l dru g tra l"li cke r ·') 

1.5. Limitations of the Study 

There were some limitations the researcher faced while conducting the research. The lirst was 

lack 01· researches conducted on illegal drug trafficking through airports. Most researches 

focused on drug abuse and it was rare to find researches conducted on drug trarli cking through 

airpol1s. This created a challenge in some extent. Second, even if the researcher employed census 

method, some members of the Federal Poli ce Counter Narcoti cs Controlling Division were not 

pal1i cipated due to different factors. 

Finall y, tinancial challenges hindered the researcher not to get experi ence how counter drug­

controlling looks through airports and due to thi s to the researcher did not compare the status of 

the drug-contro lling unit of Bole International Airport with other abroad airports. 
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1.6. Significance of the Study 

he researcher believed that the findings of the re earch " ould benelit both orga ni za ti on. and 

indi viduals including the Ethiopian Federal Poli ce ommi ion, ector of 'rime Preve nti on . 

poli ce colleges, and schools. It was hoped that the tud y mi ght also pro po e guidelines lo r poli ce 

officers who wish to find out problems related to drug traffickin g. Furthermore. thi s stud y \'y ould 

lay a basis for researchers who are interested on the same topic. 

1.7. Scope of the Study 

Thi s study was intended to examine the illega l drug trafli cking preve nti on and ~ontrolling 

mechan isms of Ethiopian Federal Police Counter Narcotics Controlling Di vi ion. The stud y was 

imilarl y delimited in to a geographic area of Bol e Internat ional airport, which is prone to transit 

, , 

, ~ 
drugs from abroad and within as a conduit to different African and other countri es. The stud y 

used fi ve-year (2011-2015) data to present illegal drug trafficking through the airport. 
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Definition of Terms 

Drugs: refers to drugs that are controlled under the three Internati onal Drug Control 

onventions (Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs of 196 1 as amended by the 1972 protoco l. 

venti on on Psychotropic Substances of 1971 and United Nati ons Conventi on aga inst illicit 

ffi c in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances of 1988 ) and chat is not considered as 

lIegal drug in Ethiopia. 

ffold ing: refers to activities and mechani sms Ethiopia Federal Poli ce Counter Narcoti cs 

ontroll ing Division applied to control and prevent the traffi c of illegal drugs through the Bole 

nternational Airport. 
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Chapter Two 

2. Literature Review 

2.1. Introduction 

Thi s chapter contains reviewed literatures, which upport the problcm under study. At the 

beginning illegal drugs trafficking is the production, manufacture, ex trac ti on. preparation. 

offering, distribution , sale, delivery on any terms whatsoever, brokerage, dispatch of any narco ti c 

and psychotropic substances contrary to the provision of the 196 1 conventi on. the 196 1 

convention as amended in 1971 convention. Different literature al 0 tatc the overview o r illega l 

drug traffick ing globally. Accordingly, thi s paper rev iew the overview in globa ll y, in Arri ca and 

I ~ 
Eastern Africa. There are different theories related to ill ega l drug trarti cking and alien conspiracy 

theory, rational choice theory, deterrence theories, and ava il ability-pronenes theori es rev ie wed 

in detail. 

The review also covers mechanisms of controlling illega l drug trafli cking. These opti ons arc 

avai lable for countries to apply based on contexts. Therefore, mechani sms such as increased 

militarization, alternative development, demands or harms reducti on, lega li zation. or 

dec ri minalization used by countries globally. On the other hand , elements or a comprehensive. 

integrated, and balanced approach for world drug problem include ava il ab ility or intern ati onall y 

controlled substances for medical and scientific purposes, demand reduc ti on and relatcd 

measures, supply reduction, socio economic aspects, socio cultural aspects and security and 

stability are important. Finally, balloon effect nature of drug trade. povert y. and corrupti on 

di scussed as challenges to control illegal drug trafficking. 
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2.2. Definition of Illegal Drug Trafficking 

ntr II in J and Pre ntJon 

A drug li sted in the schedules to the internati onal drug cont ro l conventi ons an ol1l y hc ca ll ed an 

ill ega l drug if its origin was illegal. It means drug are li cit when it uscd lor med ica l and 

scientific purpose. Therefore, if the origin was licit, then the drug it el r i not ill ega l hu t onl y it s 

production, sale, or use in particular circumstances. The drugs Ii ted in thc schedules to the 

various drug control conventions are under control and thei r u e for olcly mcdica l or sc ien til ic 

purposes is licit (ODCCP, 2000). 

On the other hand, according to United Nations Convention agai nst Ill ega l Trame in arcoti e 

Drugs and Psychotropic Substances of 1988, illegal drug traffick ing i deli ncd a foll ow:: 

i) The production, manufacture, ex tracti on; preparation, of"i erin g. offering ('or sa le . 

distribution, sale, delivery on any terms what oever, brokerage, di spatch. di spatch in 

traffic , transport, importation or exportation of any narcotic drug or any psychotrop ic 

substance contrary to the provisions of the 196 1 Convention. the 196 1 Convcntion as 

amended or the 1971 Convention; 

ii ) The cultivation of opium poppy, coca bush or cannabis plant fo r the purpose or the 

production of narcotic drugs contrary to the provisions of the 196 1 Convention and the 

196 1 Convention as amended; 

iii ) The possession or purchase of any narcotic drug or psychotropic ubstance I'or the 

purpose of any of the activities enumerated in i) above; 

iv) The manufacture, transport or distribution of equipment, materi als or of substanccs li stcd 

in Table I and Table II, knowing that they are to be used in or for the illegal cu lti vat ion, 

production or manufacture of narcotic drugs or psychotropic substanccs: 

12 
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The organization, management or financing of an of the rT !lees enumcra ted 

in i), ii), iii) or iv) above; 

2.3. Types of Drugs 

In medicine, drug refers to any substance with potenti al to prevent or cLire di case. In COl11 1llon 

usage, the term often refers to especially to p ychoacti ve drugs, and oli cn. cvcn morc 

spec ifically, to illegal drugs like Heroin, cocaine, cannabi , (UNODC P. 2000). 

Acco rd ing to UNODC (2008), drug types are de cribed in va ri ou way , depend ing on ori gin and 

effect. They can either be naturally occurring, semi synthetic (chemi ca l manipul ati ons or 

substances extracted from natural materials) or synthetic (created entirely by laboratory 

manipulation). The main categories are: 

2.3.1 . Depressants 

Opiates is the generic name given to a group which include naturall y occurring drugs deri ved 

from the opium poppy such as opium, morphine and codeine, semi-syntheti c sub ·tance such as 

heroin (the fo regoing are opiates); and opioids - 'opiate-like', wholl y syntheti c products such as 

methadone, pethidine and fentanyl. Opiates depress the central nervo u sy tem and are used 

therapeutically as painkillers, as cough suppressants and against di arrhea; in non-medica l as a 

means of reducing anxiety, boredom, physical or emotional pain (U ODe 2008). 

2.3.2. Central nervous system stimulants 

Central nervous system stimulants include naturally occurring plants such a coca. khat and bctc l 

nuts (which are not under international control), products ex tracted from the lea f or the coca bush 

- coca paste, cocaine hydrochloride and crack cocaine - and synthetic sub tance in the I'orm or 
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amphetamine and amphetamine-type compound. oca ine ha me theral cuti c \'aluc '1 ' a loca l 

anesthetic, whi le some synthetic stimulant are u ed a an lecping rill s). in th ' 

treatment of narcolepsy and of children suffering from attenti on defici t di (rde r. The non-

med ica l reasons for using these substances include elevating mood, to overcomc rati gue anu to 

improve performance (UNODC, 2008). 

2.3.3. Hallucinogens 

Hallucinogens include naturally occurring substance uch as psilocybin (rrom the Psil ocyhe 

Mexicana mushroom), mescaline (from the peyote cactus); emi- ynthcti c such a · lyse rgic acid 

di ethylamide (LSD) and synthetics such as phencyc lidine (P P). !\part rrom some trad iti onal 

uses and for rare therapeutic use in psychiatry, hallucinogen are takcn illega ll y ror their minu-

altering or 'psychedel ic' effects. Even in sma ll dose, L D cau cs perceptual di stortions or time 

and place, visual hallucinations and synesthesia (a merging of the enses uch that so unds arc 

"seen" and colors are "heard"). In comparison to the powerful sensory di . tort ions. the 

physiol ogical after-effects are relatively slight, but may includ di zzi ne . di orientati on. anxiety. 

depression and distressing flashbacks (UNDCP, 1992). 

2.3.4. Sedatives 

Cannabis has by far the highest rates of prevalence globall y. It is mainl y consumed as marijuana 

(the dri d floweri ng tops of the Cannabis sativa plant), as hashi sh (resin from the plant ). or as an 

oil extracted from the resin. These preparations are generall y smoked, ott en mi xed with tohacco 

in a cigarette or "joint," but they can also be swall owed. Cannabis i a scdative. but it also has 

hallucinogenic effects, which may last up to several hours. It remains in the body for up to one 

month after consumption , When smoked, the drug is absorbed quickly in to the bloodstream and 

reaches the brain within seconds. Depending on the quantity and frcquenc y or consLimpti on. 
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cannabis may impair motor coordination, horten att nti n pan, and m diC ' p r epti c ns I' tim 

and space. In low doses, it has a relaxing and mood enhancing fCe t but in hi gher lo: e ' ulld/or 

in certain individuals it can cause anxiety, panic, or paranoia. moking th drug ca rri es a simil ar 

and possib ly aggravated series of ri sks to those a ociated wi th ciga relle smok ing and respiratory 

cancers, bronchial and cardiovascular problems and the increased li ke lihood or fatal and neonatal 

complications (UNODC, 2015). 

Cannabis is the world ' s most widely used illega l sub tance: the global number of peo ple who 

used cannabis at least once in 2007 is estimated to be between 14 and 190 million perso ns 

(UNODC, 2009). In addition, it has been proved that there are between 11 9 milli on and 224 

million cannabis users worldwide, and consumption is table. Recent foundati ons also conlinned 

that Cannabis use is increasing (UNODC, 2015). 

2.4. Overview of Illegal Drug Trafficking 

2.4.1. Global Overview 

Different researches and literatures revealed that drug trafticking is increas ing globall y. In 

Africa, there has been a sizeable increase in the trafficking of opiates through east Africa and 

cocaine in North and East Africa, as well as a sizeable increase in the ill ega l manufac ture and 

traffi cking of methamphetamine in the region; abuse of opioids, cannabi s. amphetamine-type 

stimulants, and cocaine is also increasing (rNCB, 20 13). Thi s report also sates Central America 

and the Caribbean continues to be affected by drug trafficking and hi gh levels 0" drug-re lated 

vio lence. The region remains a significant traffic route for cocaine destined for orlh America 

and Europe. Large-scale illegal methamphetamine manufacture i a cause lor -c ri ou concern 

(lNCB, 20 13). 
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clearest trend to emerge from the 20 I I data i th In rea in ~ I oba l sc ii' ures ( I' 

methamphetamine. In recent years, the global market lo r m thamph tam in has c:'\ pandcd 

signi ficantl y. After relatively stable levels of eizure in the peri d 2 0 1-2007. the ann ual 

amount of methamphetamine seized globally rapidly increased in 2011. According to the 

provisional statistics for 2011 , in that year, seizures of methamphetamine wo rl d\ ide 'Wcre almost 

three times the amount in 2008; anal ysis of the provisional data . uggests that total 

methamphetamine seizures for 2011 are likely to exceed 60 ton ( 'ommi " ion on Na rco li e 

Drugs, 2013 ). Afghanistan continued to account for mo t ill cgal opium poppy culti va ti on 

worldwide. Opium poppy cultivation in that country covered an c timatcd I 4.000 hectares (ha) 

in 20 12, 18 percent more than the estimated 131,000 ha of culti va ti on the previous ye ~lr. 

However, plant diseases and bad weather damaged crops, re ulting in a 36 percent drop in 

potenti al opium production (Commission on Narcotic Drug, 20 I ). 

It also revea led that Parts of Africa continue to face ignil'icant chall enge rcl atc I to tackling the 

increased abuse and production of major drugs of concern . Sub region or the continent have 

witnessed an increase both in seizures of cannabi s resin and in traffi cking in amphetamine-lype 

stimulants. Central America and the Caribbean continue to be ex pl oited by loca l and 

internat ional organized criminal groups as a trans-shipment route for ill ega l drugs ori ginating in 

South America and destined for North America and Europe. Drug abu e appears to be on the 

increase in many countries of the region (INCB, 20 14). 

Even if the total area under coca bush cultivati on remained stable in 20 11. with three ndcan 

States continuing to account for virtually all cultivation of coca bush world v ide. it states that 

Cannabis continued to be the most widely produced, trafficked. and u ed pl ant ba cd ill ega l drug 

worldwide. Data available at the time of preparing thi s report ugge t global se izure or cannabi 
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b were stable. In 2011 , global seizures of cannabi re in 

'zure trends (Commission on Narcotic Drug , 201 3). 

ntr Ilin and Pr v I1li 11 

t b I . t U t t h re \ \ C r s hi n s in 

n hi s message on the International Day against Drug Abu e and III 'a l traf"fi ck ing ) 11 _6 June 

II , the UN Secretary-General said that the $6 1 billion annual mark et lo r rgi1 <l n opi ates is 

'unding insurgency and international terrori sm. In We t fri ca, the 8 ~ billi on ' Ioba l coca ine 

is exacerbating addiction and money laundering while fu cling politi ca l instab ility ' lI1d 

reats to security. Every $1 billion of pure cocaine traffi cked through We ·t Arri c') carns more 

than ten times as much when sold on the streets in Europe. Th nitcd ati on Oni ce on Drugs 

nd Cri me (UNODC) issued a recent report in June 20 II indicating that whi Ie the glohal markets 

for drugs such as cocaine, heroin, and cannabis have dec lined. there i a ignifi cant increase ill 

consumption of psychotropic substances (Middle East and orth Afri ca Financial Ac ti on 

Task Force, 2011). 

According to the report, globally 149 - 272 million people representing 3.'" to 6. 1 % or the 

population aged 15 - 64 used illegal substances at lea t once in 2009. Global opium culti va ti on 

fell by 4,860 tons in 2010 as the result of a blight that wiped out much of thc opium harvest in 

Afghanistan , while opium production in Afghanistan was 8,200 tons in 2007 acco rdin g to the 

INCB report (Middle East and North Africa Financial Action Task Force. 20 II ). 

2.4.2. Africa Overview 

In the mid-2000s, Africa saw a notable increase in drug traffi cking. In the coca ine trade. 

traffickers increasingly began using West Africa, and to a lesser ex tent Southern and I::as t A I'ri ca. 

as transshipment hubs for smuggling South American cocaine to urope. In thc heroi n trade. 

traffickers increasingly began using East Africa as a hub for moving hero in from A" ia to I~ uro pe 

and other regions. Like other traffic locations, local drug u e has ri en along Afri can trafli cking 
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routes, and Africa is becoming a destination for c ca ine and hcr in fl ow. / ' 111 st ' ( nserva tiH; 

estimates, some 13 percent of the cocaine seized in ur pe in 2 9 trarti ck d ia We. t rrica: 

however, many assessments arrive at a much higher prop ni on, and perh ap a more CO lll1110n 

ca lcul ati on is that up to one third of the shipment arri ving in . urope ha e been tranicki ng 

through West Africa in recent years. Moreover, the OD e timatc that 40 to 4 tons or 

heroin fl owed into Africa in 2009 out of global fl ow 0[ 460 to 480 ton , giving Arri ea 9 percent 

share in global heroin trafficking (USAID, 2013). 

Cannabi s remains the most widely cultivated, traffi cked and abused dru n in Arri ca. the 

smuggling of cocaine from South America through Afri ca and into Europe has emerged as a 

major threat. The amount of cocaine trafficked via Africa eemcd to dcc rease in 2008 and 2009: 

however, there are indications that traffickers have simply modili ed their modus operandi . 

findin g new methods for smuggling cocaine through West Afri ca that entail concea ling the drug 

in marit ime cargo containers. The increasing number of large seizures or coca ine hidden in such 

container in or en route to West African countries in 20/0 and 20 1/ i cv idcnce or that 

development. Reports indicate increasing level s of abuse of coca ine in some countri es a rrccted 

by such traffi cking (International Narcotic Control Board , 20/ /). 

Heroi n enters Africa through airports and seaports in East Africa . From there. it is smuggled. 

either directl y or via West Africa, into Europe and other regions. /n 20 11 . record se izure ' 0" 

heroin were affected in Kenya and the United Republic of Tanzani a. Heroin is also smuggled via 

Mozambique into South Africa, where it is abused by the local popul ati on or smuggled into other 

countries in Southern Africa and elsewhere. The increasing fl ow of heroin entering Afri ca has 

led to increased drug abuse throughout the region, parti cul arl y in East fri ca and Southern 

Africa (International Narcotic Control Board, 2011 ). 
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West Africa is under attack from international criminal network that are u ing the sub region as 

a key global hub for the distribution, wholesale, and increa ed prod ucti on of illega l drugs. Most 

drug trade in West Africa involves cocaine sold in Europe, although hero in is also trani cked to 

the United States, and the sub region is becoming an export ba e f, r amphe tamincs and their 

precursors, mainly for East Asian markets and, increasingly, the nited States (B rown. 20 1"1) . It 

also mentioned that the most important of these criminal networks arc drug tranickin \.!. 

organizations (OTOs) from Latin America-primaril y from Co lombia, Venezuela. and Mcxico­

co ll aborating with West African criminals. These criminals, particularly igcrians and 

Ghanaians, have been involved in the global drug trade for several decades, lirst with cannab is 

and later with heroin. As part of this new Latin America West Africa criminal nexus. Guinca­

Bissau is generally recognized as a Narco-state where state-capture by traf'li ekers has already 

occurred (Brown, 2013). 

2.4.3. Eastern Africa Overview 

While Eastern Africa is not particularly threatened as a destination for drug tral'li ck ing. most 

countries in the region are used as traffic points to other destinati ons. Cannabi s is the most 

cultivated, smuggled, and consumed drug in the region, followed by hero in and to a much lesse r 

extent cocaine (UNODC, 2009). Low seizure fi gures reported by Governments arc more likely to 

be an indicator of weak border controls and insufficient resources to drug control act ivi ti es. 

rather than a sign that drug trafficking is not taking place. West Afri ca has recentl y receivcd 

considerable attention as a drug route, and as mechanisms are strengthened thcre. the Eastern 

Africa region will come under threat as traffickers seek new routes across the continent 

(UNOOC, 2009). 
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review of drug se izures from 1998 indicate an increa e in th trani 'king 

ntJ n 
I ~ as tt.: rn 

countries fro m Paki stan, Thailand , and India. Tanzanian and t1< /,a l1l bic3 1l : ar ' 

ing invo lved in the trafficking of heroin from Paki tan and Iran. hi ghlighting the extent 10 

hich the eastern coast of Africa is increas ingly a transit p in t ( I( D '. 2(09) . Other 

ndications fo r the increasing importance of Eastern Afr ica in the heroin trade . t 111 rrom sei/'ures 

n Paki stan, an important traffi c country for opiates ori ginating in Afghanistan. Detai ls 01' 1.344 

eroin seizures occurring in the period 2005-2007 were reported 1'1'0 111 Paki : tan. Amon" these. 

he number of cases in which the destinati on was identi fi ed as a country in Fastern rr ica 

ncreased fro m 9 in 2005 to 15 in 2006 and 27 in 2007 . In add ition, it is worth noti n I til at law 

enfo rcement experts from Iran and Paki stan have reported the increa ing ac ti viti es or I ~a s te rn 

Aft'iean drug cartels in their own countri es (UNODC, 2009). 

Reports from the Ethiopian police indicate that culti va tion of cannabi ha ' grcatl y e. panded in 

recent years. The first cannabis eradication campaign was carri ed out in 1996, whcn 320 hectares 

were repol1edly destroyed by the Counter-Narcotic Unit and 21 individuals arrc tcd. Til e 

crackdown on cannabis cultivation has triggered a response among many farmcrs: producti on is 

increasingly diffused into parts hitherto untouched by drug producti on. annabis cu lti vation has 

in effect been scattered into areas that are more di ffi cult to monitor. Increa ingly. r:: thiopi an 

fanners with some land to spare are being paid by cannabis producers to devote a small area or 

their farmland to cannabis cultivation . This development has already begun to complicate c!'rorts 

by the Counter-Narcotics Unit to monitor trends in cannabis cult iva ti on (O DCC P. 1999) . 

Between 1993 and 1997, cannabis plants were seized from fa rmer in many part or th c I~ thi o pi a. 

including the Alemaya district of eastern Hararghe, the hebendia district of Sidamo and in 

many parts of the Oromia region, especially Shashamene. The recent di covery or coml1lerciJI 

farming of cannabis at the Debrilbanos monastery, 11 0 kil ometre nort h or del is AbJba. raise. 
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e poss ibility that the traditional centers of cannabi culti ati n ~ r r li gi u: purp . es may n )\\ 

be opening up to wider market forces(ODCCP, \999). 

Thi s report also identified the following key area that would need t b trength nin o in ( rder to 

have in place a more effective response to the problems of drug traffi cking in the I:as tern I\i'ri ca 

region. These areas are, increased border control in the r gion, rd i nated ac t ions bet ween 

government agencies and institutions, Enhanced capabilitie of S\ ecial drug units th ro ughout the 

region through training and adequate equipment (such a drug detecti on dogs and . -r<1 , mac hines 

t airports); and increased awareness among citizens about the danger or drug '( LJ OJ)C.2009 ). 

Drug policies in Ethiopia 

In Ethiopia, there are policies formulated to control illegal drug producing. trani ckin '. and 

consumpti on. Ethiopian national drug policy formulated during the transition peri oel or 199.) 

with the respective purpose of: 

-

I. To meet the country 's demand for essential drug and to systemati ze, it · suppl . 

distribution and use, 

2. to create conducive situations to make the prices of drugs compatibl e with the people ' 

purchasing power, 

3. to ensure the safety, efficacy and quality of drugs, 

4. to develop a domestic drug manufacturing capacity and gradual suppl y to the ex port 

market. 

5. To expand the training of manpower and drugs research and deve lopment. 6. To Icv isc 

ways and means for the utilization of traditional drug in the regul ar hea lth ser ices aner 

ensuring their safety and efficacy (Ethiopian national drug poli c . 1993). 
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The Ethiopian crImmal code (2005) criminalize indi idual wh 

ntl n 
in rm ducing. 

mak ing, trafficking in or using poisonous or narcoti c and p ch tr pi ub tanc '. dru ': . nick 

525 of the criminal code (2005) state as follow: 

(1) Whoever, without special authorization and wi th the intent or trarli ckin ' : 

(2) a) plants, produces or makes, transforms or manu fac ture p I onous. narcoti c or 

psychotropic plants or substances; or 

b) possesses, imports, exports, transports, store , broker , purchases. oilers ror sa Ie. 

di stributes, utters, hands over or procures for another, one or the substances li sted ill (<.I) 

above; or 

c) makes, possesses imports or exports mean u cd for prod ucing. compoSlI1' or 

manufacturing one of the substances listed in (a) above; or 

d) fu rnishes, leases or permits a house, preml e or land under hi s ownership or 

possession, for the making, states that traffi ck ing compo ition. production sale or 

distribution of one of the substances li sted in (a) above, is puni shable \ ith ri gorous 

imprisonment for not less than fi ve years, and fine not exceed ing one hundrecl thou and 

Birr. The punishment shall be rigorous impri sonment for not less than ten yea r . and line 

not exceeding two hundred thousand Birr: 

a) where the crime is committed by a member of a band or a soeiati on orga ni 7ed 

nationally or internationally for the trafficking in such ubstance or commi tting crimc . 

or by a person who makes a profession of such unlawful ac ti vi ty: or 

b) where the criminal, for gain, with base moti ve or for an other impropcr motive. 

knowingly furnishes the forbidden substances; or permits acce to hi s premi e lor thc 

22 



" 

The Scaffolding of Illegal Dru nd Pr \' III I n 
taking of such substances; or where the u er i an in fa nt r a I un ' p r: n r a m<.:nw ll :-

defici ent person or a drug addict; or 

c) where the criminal employs children or a per on with m ntal illn . c . a In ans r )r the 

commi ssion of the crime; or 

d) where the crime is committed in prison , in school , n thc prcmi e ' I' institutions ror 

social service, or in places where children or yo ung tud nts engage in educat iona l. 

sporting or other social activities; or 

e) where the criminal has been prevlOu ly convicted ror a similar crllll e. 

(3) Whoever possesses, transports, tores or hand over poisonous or narco ti c or 

psychotropic drugs or plants, which he knows to have been pro ured through or intended 

for the commission of one of the crimes specified in sub-arti cle ( I) or (2) 01' thi s /\ rt iclc . 

is punishable with rigorous imprisonment for not Ie s than li vc yea rs. and line Ilot 

ex eeding one hundred thousand Birr. 

( 4) Whoever: 

a) plants, buys, receives, makes, possesses, ell s or deli vers one or the ubstances 

mentioned in sub-article (I) above, to be pri vately used by himse lf or another: or 

b) uses or causes to be used one of these substances without medical prescripti on or in 

any other unlawful manner, is punishable with ri gorou impri 'onment not exceeding 

seven years, and fine not exceeding fifty thousand Birr. 

(5) Any person who, intending to use narcotic or psychotropic ub tancc lo r unl a\,\I'ul 

purposes, fraudulently causes a medical practitioner to give him a med ica l pre cripti on. 

or transfers a prescription obtained lawfully or unl awfull an unauthori zed th ird 
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person, or any medical practitioner who intenti nail 111 , ke Ul an un la\\ I 11 I rc. cr l' IICl \ 

for narcotic or psychotropic substances, i puni shable ilh ri g r 1I. illl n onll1 III I I 

exceeding five years, and fine. 

Ethiopia rat ified international conventions on drugs and the e con ention ' h a \l~ lakc lI , tir ll ' 

policies of Ethiopia based on Article 9(4) of the con titution, whi ch stale Ihat illl il 1\.:1"11' it . I 

agreements rat ified by Ethiopia are integral part of the land . Therefor , 1.:. lhi I ia 1'1'; lali licd :1 11 

the three key United Nations conventions on Narcoti c and Psycholr pic SubSI·lIlCC .. I'he:' I ' I L l' 

conventions are the single convention on Narcotic Drugs of 196 1 a ame nded b ~ IhL' 1l)7.2 

protocol , the convention Psychotropic Substances of 197 I, and the onvcnli oll a '<I i n: 1 i I le ll al 

drug trafficking on Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic ub tances of 1988 (I :thiori a F C '1',11 

police, 2015). 

Therefore, Ethiopia has different policies regarding drugs. at ional drug poli cy or I l)():\ (I II I • 

are policies which formulated to enforce the national drug policy), the thrce in lcrnalio, ,,l1 

conventions on drugs (the single convention on Narcotic Drug of I 96 I a amended by thc 197 .. 

protocol , the convention Psychotropic Substances of 1971 , and the convenl ion aga i n 'I i I Ie ' ~II 

drug trafficking on Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances of 1988). and cri lni nal code pl' 

Ethiopia (2005) are stated as drug policies of Ethiopia. 

2.6. Theories Related to Illegal Drug Trafficking 

There are different theories, which explain issues relating ill egal drug traffick in g. Thercl'ore . 

theori es that described below are relating to the problem under study. AccorLlin gly ali en 

conspiracy, rational choice, deterrence, and availability-pronene s theOl'ie are elected lo r tl e 

purpose of thi s research, 
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.6.1. Alien Conspiracy Theory 

ntr \lin nd J r v' nl! n 

hi s theory is the most widely held theories of organi zed cri me, Th i th I' t lame: the ( L1t : iders 

and outside influence for the prevalence of organi zed c,',' ,ne ,'" 't' d t " () I n, , at '5 : I ti CS, V r tle 

years, unsavory images, such as well-dressed men of forei gn d cent tanding in shado\\ s "ith 

machine gun and living by codes of silence, have become a oc iated \i ith thi s th co ry (Layman ' 

Potter, 2007), It posits that organized crime (the mafia) ga ined PI' min n 'c du ri ng the 1860s in 

Sicil y and that Sicilian immigrants are responsible for the foundation of nitcd States or 'ani /ed 

crime, Ethnic ity is the key to the alien con piracy theory f organized crime rhen mellon, 

Studies also support that the limits kinship, ethnicity, and violence and pr cced 10 form 11Icr'lti vc 

partnerships based on rational business decision and common need (Layman & J> li eI'. 20(7). 

In the researcher' s point of view, thi s theory ha explained ome charactcri ti cs. which arc 

practiced by drug traffickers . First illegal drug trafficking ca rryo ut through orga lli /ed 

criminals and it has its own structure. The members of the structure i elect ing based on kin 'hip 

like ethnicity, relatives, families. Second according to thi s theory, out ider have an inllucnee on 

the formation of organized criminals. Accordingly. the Latin Ameri ca drug trai'licl\ers 

contributed to the formation of cartel group 's structure in West Afri ca countri es 0" Ige1'1 a. 

Ghana. Ivory Coast, and others. 

2.6.2. Rational Choice Theory 

When we consider theories of organized criminal behav ior, we consider \-vhy some people 

conduct themse lves in a manner that potentially entail s ri sks, personal injur , ane l. or 

impri sonment. Some theorists believe that regardless of the reason fo r comm ill inl! crime. the 

decision to do so is a rational choice made after weighing the benefits and conseq uence or the 

acti on. This school views organized crime members as pos e sing free wi ll and a. being able to 
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ake rational decisions regarding their involvement in crim and La man . I) ll~ r . 

ecause offenders were considered to be rational thinker , puni hmenl I' r their crimes \\ (J !> 

ased on the pleasure-pain principle. This meant that the pain of puni hmenl ror the () I T' n s~ Illust 

outweigh the pleasure the offender received as a reward for committin ) the crime (La, man 

otter, 2007). 

' hi s theory te lls us that organized criminals who participate in ill ega l drug trade eonsi ler lirst all 

ossible benefits and punishment they may face before in vo lving. Th y make ca lculati ons and 

accordingly they decide to participate or refrain . Therefore, from thi thear w can understand 

that drug traffickers participate in trafficking after considering benelit and ri 'ks. 

2.6.3. Deterrence Theories 

General deterrence theory holds that crime can be thwarted by the treat or I uni shment. I I' people 

are fear that they will be arrested, they will choose not to commi t the crimina l ac t. 'apital 

punishment is an example of general deterrence (Layman & Potter, 2007), Spec ial de terrence 

theory holds that penalties for criminal acts should be suffi cientl y evere that convicted criminals 

will never repeat their acts. for example if a person arrested on a fir t-timc marijuana possess ion 

charge is sentenced to spend sixty days in a boot camp designed for IiI' t time olTcnders, the 

punishment is to convince him or her that the price for possessing marijuana is not \\'orlh lhe 

pleasure of using it(Layman & Potter, 2007). 

The main idea of deterrence theory is that criminal acts are preventable, Il owe er. it requires 

severe sentences or punishment for criminals. According to thi them . . e ere and ri go rou 

punishment deters criminals from participating in criminal act , 
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2.6.4. An Availability-Proneness Theory of Illegal Drug Abu e 

ntl n 

Most simply stated, the availability-proneness theory of drug abu e in 

drug abuse occurs when a prone individual is ex po ed to a hi gh Ie cl r a ail at ilil )'. It is argued 

that the availability of or ease of access to all drugs va ri e enorm u I , a do . pre nene. s to lise 

of these drugs for social or psychological reason . Tend ncie t u c drug houl d va l', diree tl ) 

with both availability and proneness, and the two should um to crca t an "addi cti on t ndenc ." 

This suggests that both availability and proneness need not be hi gh for all dru o ahuscl"' . Where 

availabil ity i excessively high, the level of proneness required amon!> u cr could be It weI' than 

in situations of low availability. Where an individual' psychologica l or soc ial proncness is very 

high, he or she may become a drug abuser in situation in which ava ilabilit i low. Trea tment 01' 

drug abusers should be successful only where large reducti on are made in a ail abilit y or 

proneness. Where relapses occur after treatment, they should be in ituati ons in whi ch a rcturn to 

earli er levels of availability or proneness is made. ontinuati on of drug usc shoul d occur 

whenever availability and proneness remain constant and acceptabl e to the drug USCI' or abuser 

(National institute on Drug Abuse, 1980). 

The theory supports the supply and demand reduction strategies of drug abu c strateg ic . . To 

make th is happen coordination between law enforcement and other ector , whi ch hm'C interest 

on the subj ect, must strength their cooperation. It also expects from the gove rnmcnt to pro vide 

alternat ive development economic activities for farmers and producers or drw..!.s in a \",-,y 

enabling them self-reliant. 

2.7. Mechanisms of Controlling Illegal Drug Trafficking 

United Nations Research Institute for Social Development, ( 1994) identi fi ed the fo II o\\" i ng 

mechanisms for successful drug control strategies. These trategie are-
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.7.1. Increased Militarization 

fa ilure of law enforcement agencies to cont ro l the uppl r drug in 1 r ducin ) couil lrie.' 

led, in many cases, to an increased reliance on military intcr enti n to bol ter drug 'olll r )1 

This approach has been particularl y empha ized by the nited tat in it relati oll s wi th 

Andean countries. To date, the so-called war on drugs in Boli via, ' I mbia. all I Peru h,IS 

nvo lved large increases in US military assistance fo r anti-drug acti viti es and thc )rall li n!.!. or aid 

local militaries in addition to the anti-drug police. The army ha. h,ld lilil c dirccl 

invo lvement in drug producing countries, but it has expanded its rolc in training. ad ising and 

isting with electronic surveillance (UN research institute fo r ocial devc lopmcnt. 19(4) . 

Even if this policy is implemented especially in North Ameri ca counlri e and brou 'Ill challges. 

there are criti ques and these are first, such policies work to trengthen the mil itary at the c:\ r ensc 

of civilian governments. Second, the army tends to focus on peasant druo crop grO\-\'cr. as the 

easiest targets in its anti-drug operations, leading to a very real potenti al ror a major esc(;I lali on ill 

human rights violations. Third, there is concern that increased military in vo lvemen t will 11 0 1 bc 

able to destroy the drug trade, but instead will lead to increased violence by prompting drug 

traffi ckers to strengthen their own military capacities . Fourth, given the level or pove rty and the 

power of drug money in drug producing countries, increased contact between the military and 

drug traffickers may well result in increasing insti tutionali zed corrupti on within the armcd 

fo rces. Finally, it is argued that increased militari zation cannot be effecti ve because it docs not 

address the roots of the drug problem: poverty in developing countries and demand l'o r drugs in 

developed countries (UN research institute for social development, 1994). 
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.7.2. Alternative Development 

ntr lIi n) nd Pr cnti n 

n drug producing regions, the creation of alternati ve income pp rt uni ti through agrarian <lnu 

ther kinds of reform has been proposed to wean ex i ting and p tcn ti al 'r \."crs a\ ay l'rol11 

roducti on and trade in illegal drugs. Such strategie are termed "a lternati c devclc rm CIl I. " The) 

intended to address the reason that so many fa rmer in developing c un tri c ' gro\\ drug en rs 

n spite of the ri sk involved: the fact that they have no other comparabl eco ll ll1i c opporl uniti c:. 

hi s approach recognizes that, in order to achieve long-run ucce , it is ne cS. ar to illte 'rate 

nts, producers and traffickers into the social and economic mainstrcc m. and it cmphas i/.cs 

iloring interventions to specific local level needs (UN research in titutc 1'0 1' oc ial devc lor ll1c nl. 

994). 

lternative development in its many guises (e.g. crop sub titution, oc io-economic deve lopll1ent. 

ntegrated rural development) has been attempted most vigorou Iy in 130 liv ia and Thai l'lnd. 

Iternati ve development is more politically acceptable than more direc t way- or reduei n ' ill egal 

rug supplies, sinee it promises new income opportunities within a contex t or socio-econOl11ie 

lopment. However, continued interdiction programs are req uircd lor all erna ti\'c 

lopment to work : disruption of the network of processors and traftickers reduce demand I()r 

w drug crops, and thus leads to a fall in prices that is necessary lor altern ative econom ic 

'vities to become attractive (UN research institute fo r social development. 1994) . 

. 7.3. Demand or Harm Reduction 

Eftorts to reduce demand for illegal drugs include both sanctions and incent ives. Sanct ion 1()C us 

n law enforcement initiatives meant to apprehend and deter consumer th rough line. jail 

nces, and loss of privileges. Positive incenti ves have also been deve loped to olTer people 

reaso t I tl t reduce illegal drug use. The combination or . anctions and ns 0 cease, or at east grea y o , 
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incentives is meant to create a climate wherein non-u er ar r lu tant t tak up th e 11'lbil. side 

t' onl law enforcement initiatives designed to ra ' 'k {." . r Ise ns lor c n umer , the d mand re luctl ( n 

strategies of principal consuming countries have focused on popular ducat ion in the clas: rooJn 

and through the mass media, initiatives in the workplace, civic acti on, anti-c ntagion treatment 

programs, and efforts to develop an anti-drug ethos ( re arch in titute lo r : oe ial 

lopment, 1994). 

Intensifying the negative component of demand reduction strategies through increased reli ance 

on prohibition, combined with law enforcement efforts that are increas ingly tough on use rs. is 

likely to be effective only among two types of people: tho e who hav omething or va lue to lose 

and those who see themselves as having a future worth sacrificing lo r. rack cocainc and heroin 

users who are members of the underelass might therefore not be much affected by such s tra t c~ ic s 

(UN research institute for social development, 1994). 

2.7.4. Legalization or Decriminalization 

Legalization (officially authorizing currently illegal behavior) and decriminali za ti on (rcmoving 

some penalties or at least looking the other way) may occur at the user, producer or tral"li ekcr 

levels in the drug chain, and may range from complete abandonment of controls to the selccti\'c 

relaxation of absolute prohibition. Most arguments in favor of some kind or liberali zing policy 

concentrate on decriminalizing or legalizing consumer drug u e; a few advocatc thc ' <1 111C 

policies for drug production; hardly any are in favor of removing penaitie tor drug trafli ckin g. 

Most proposals for drug use decriminalization focus on marijuana, evera l on coca ine. a ICv\ on 

heroin ' s, while some would legalize all but crack cocaine. Another va ri ant of the li beralization 

approach is medicalization, which allows those who need a certain drug to obtain it lega ll y. Such 
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polIcy would obVIOusly have to dIstInguish between different kind r dru '. and their ciTe ' t:-. 

h on the individual and on society (UN research institute ~ r cial d v I pl11cn t. I )..\ . 

. 8. Elements of a Comprehensive, Integrated and Balanced Approach for 

World Drug Problem 

e International Narcotics Control Board (2015) rel eased a rei ort that dc. cri b " w( rI d dru ' 

I blem and also the report provides the following approache for contI' lIin' wo rl d dru ' 

I blem which the report called "elements of a comprehensive, integrated and ba lanced approac h 

I' world drug problem." 

Availability of internationally controlled substances for medical and scientific 

purposes 

e outcome of a comprehensive, integrated, and balanced approach to addressing the wo rl d 

problem must be to not only prevent illegal production ot~ traffi cking and usc or na l'Cl ti c 

and psychotropic substances, but also to facilitate the availability or controll c I substances 

r the medical and scientific purpose. Ensuring the availability of controll ed substances ror 

ical and scientific purposes is the fundamental objective of the drug cont ro l ys tcl11 and an 

ligation of tates parties under the international drug convention . Acting un der it mandate to 

ss lici t consumption of controlled substances in members state . the internati onal narcoti cs 

control board was among the firs! to signal that major di screpancies ex i ted among va ri ous 

regions in terms of availability of narcotic drugs, and that inadequate access to controlled 

substances affected a great number countries (INCB,2015). 

Data on availability of opioid analgesics indicate that, despite progres made on in some region . . 

i.e., Latin America and West, East and South- East Asia, approx imatel . ~.5 billi on people liq; in 

cOuntries with low levels of, or non-existent, access to medicine containing narc( tic dru g. and 
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I ve inadequate access to treatment for moderate to ever pin. \ hi le _o/c r Ihe \\( rld 's 

rphine is consumed by 17% the world 's population, primaril In rth men ' 3 . 'eallia and 

estern Europe (INCB,2015). 

8.2. Demand Reduction and Related Measures 

e international narcotics control board has continuall y enc urag d 111 moer sta les tn 

I11plement a comprehensive package of demand reducti on mea ure r the lir 'l priorities 

f their drug control policies. The board has also clarified thai different apprmches are r 'qui re I 

n relation to two objectives. The legal framework for mea ure ' 10 counter ilk lal drug 

ufacture, production, transport, trafficking, and diver ion l11u 'l be stab li shed al Ihe 

nlernati onal level. Preventing illegal drug use and abuse involve communi ca li on strate ,ies tilal 

uld take in to account the social, cultural , and economic background of the lar!le t pOI ulati ( n 

. Demand reduction as a policy objective requires under tandin' dru' add icti on as 

ulti factorial health disorders that requires evidence - ba ed approach an I in vo lves a \vide 

ariety of complex measures that provide continuum of education, preven ti on and ca rc In hea lth 

social services, from primary prevention through earl y interventi on to treatment. 

habilitation, and social reintegration (INCB,20 15). 

2.8.3. Supply Reduction 

Suppl y red uction strategies and measures are aimed at eliminating or signili cantl reducing the 

quantity of narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances avai lab le for illega l u e v hile ensuring 

their avai labi lity for medical and scientific purpose. Suppl y reduction mea ure uti lizin ' la\\ 

arc enforcement, judicial cooperation, and sustainable alternative deve lopment program 

designed with the purpose of combating illegal crop culti vati on and di mantling organii'.ed 

criminal groups involved in the illegal production and trafficking of contI' li ed ub lances. The 
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ong hi story of supply reduction efforts and the experi en e 'a in d h v Ie 1 t the ' )n lu<; i n 

hat success In reducing the availability of controlled ub lance r r ill ga l usc ann t h ' 

ieved wi thout placing equal emphasis on demand reducti n, mak in I qual rr n: in that 

rd , and overcoming the root causes of the world drug problem (I 'B. 2 1 ~ , 

. Socio Economic Aspects 

poverty. food insecurity, economic inequality, social exc lusion, d PrJ ali n 0\, in ' to 1l1i ' ralit Jl 

and di splacement, a shortage of comprehensive educational and r crcati nal ra ' iliti cs an 1 

employment prospects, poor parental engagement and guidance during arl chi I Ih )ocL Clnu 

exposure to violence and abuse are some of the socioeconomic {actor' that ha e 'In im l a ' \ ( n 

both the supply and demand sides of the drug problem, and that affect the interac ti oll be tw'cn 

the two sides. There is not direct causality between these factors and ill ega l dru ' LI se and abuse 

or involvement in the supply side, in the sense that not all people affec ted by these ractol's arc 

necessarily involved in one form or another in the drug problem, Ilowever, these arc import 'lnt 

drivers of the illegal drug phenomenon and they need to deem a relevant clements to be wkcn in 

to consideration within a comprehensive, integrated, and balanced approach to thc wo rld ci ru ' 

problem (INCB20 15), 

2.R.S. Sociocultural Aspects 

Cultural attitudes have a significant impact on the world drug problem, Ce rtain symbolic 

meaning is associated with the use or non-use of narcotic drugs and psychotrop ic 'ub tances. 

Such attitudes and meanings influence the likelihood of a person becoming in vo l ed in ill cgal 

acti vities, Influencing or changing people' s perception in relation to ill ega l drug ecn as 

mainly a prevention matter, but it is also affected to a certain ex tent by the overall tructurc or 

drug control policy and the image it projects (INCB, 20 15). 
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Security and Stability 

rity and stability are basic requirements for solving nati onal and int mati nal pr blem. that 

of an economic, social , cultural, or humanitarian nature and in PI' m ti n I and encouraging 

t for human rights. Violence and corruption undermine the stabi lit and Ie liti mae), )1" 

including the rule of law, and in extreme case may lead to c nOi \. iolen 'e is inh ren t 

feature of illcgal drug markets, but can occasionally occur if cel1ain condi ti ons are me\. ~ )st 0 1' 

the violence associated the illegal drug is found in regions or cOllntrie where t h pI' sence ( I" the 

state or its contro l over territory is weak, the national institution lack the apac it to ' n 'ure the 

protection of the state ' s citizens and to enforce the law, and respect 1'0 1' Ie lal norms is lo\\' 

because laws appear to benefit only specific groups and because the in titllt i ns mandated to 

apply those laws are mistrusted owing to their corruption, impunity, and parti ality ( I '13._( 1 ). 

2.9. Challenges to Control Illegal Drug Trafficking 

2.9.1. Balloon Effect Nature of Drug Trade 

A larger effort would prove too costly, especially because the United State already 'pends about 

$50 billion a year on antidrug programs around the world . Ex pert al 0 beli eve that interd i tion 

causes a balloon effect: when interception efforts increase in one region. production merely 

moves to another region, rendering interdiction efforts ineffective (.Jenner, 20 II ). 

Traffickers are highly mobile and unrestricted by nati onal bOllndarie. They hi ll their 

laboratories and trade routes virtually at will , preferring to go where nati onal g ernments are 

least in control. Thus in the Golden Triangle (Laos, Myanmar, Thailand), for exampl . trafli cker. 

border operations concentrate at points of least resistance and change frol11 ca r to year. When 

the C I b' k d on its drug operators the take up temporal') re. idenee o om Ian government crac sown ' 
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n Boli via, Miami , Panama, or Peru and direct their operati n fr m th r 

esearch Institute for Social Development, 1994) . 

. 9.2. Poverty and Corruption 

raftickers have been aided by three phenomena. First, raw mat ri al 

ntl n 
Jnit 'd ',\l i( n., 

btain be <l USt.:. 

noted above, rural poverty and the failure of rural developmcnt ha attr I d man r Ot r 

farmers to drug crops. Second, the low salaries paid to the loca l, nati onal, and intern ational 

fficials involved in fighting drugs, at least compared to the amount or mon Ira !'Ii 'kers are ,11 Ie 

10 offer as bribes, have increased the ability of traffickers to corrupt su h ofli cial ·. Thir I. dru ' 

processing is facilitated by lack of effective controls over the neces ary chcmi al ' - h th on Ihe 

part of local governments, and on the part of the North American and I ~ uropca n (; un tri s where.: 

the chemicals originate. In addition, weak communicati on and tran p rtati on inl i'aslru tur ' 

allows drug production and processing to be sited in very remote areas relati vely outside th e 

control of the state (United Nations Research Institute for Social Devel pment, 1994). 

2.1 O. Effects of Illegal Drug Trade in Africa 

2.1 0.1. Illegal Drug Trade as Development Challenge 

Drug trafficking like other forms of transnational organi zed crime - threa tens politi ca l. 

economic, and social development: it can foster corruption and violence. underm ine rule of' lav" 

and good governance, jeopardize economic growth, and pose potenli al pu bli c hea llh ri k. . 

Research conducted for this guide reveals how the drug trade undermines Ihe e goa l b th 

directly and indirectly. In Ghana, for example, drug money has supported the electi on or 

members of parliament, weakening their accountability and undermining democrali c in tilulion . . 

In Mozambique, the business community has complained of un fa ir c mpelili on from drug 

Iraffiekers , whom it accuses of evading customs excises and container in pe ti on In L1 1 nca-
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'ssau, the drug trade has exacerbated political instability, includin ) Ih I lit Ie L . a .... inali n I' 

ident Joao Bernardo Nino Vieira and Chief of Defen e tafT en ral 13ali : l<1 '1 a 'am ' I' a 

ai Moreover, in Kenya, increasing drug use is linked to robber II I tI , .. . , uman I11I11Un( . C , ' I ' 11 ) 

Irus/Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome (HIV/AIDS) and br k n ramili e ' (LJ .' I I). _ 1.1 . 

10.2. Drug Traffickers and Terrorism 

Ithough limi ted concrete evidence exists that AI-Qaida in I lamie Ma ,I'll' b lire II en '<.I ' ' S In 

ug trafficking, a United Nations assessment in December 20 11 round that ·· t nori sl 'J'( urs. 

such as AI-Qaida in the Islamic Maghreb, have begun to form alli ance' wilh dru ' Irani 'k rs all I 

other criminal syndicates. It is likely that AQIM and other armed group in the Sa h I exac l I () II ~ 

to provide security to drug traffickers moving through areas under their control. The lea I rs or 

the AQIM-splinter group, Movement for Unity and Jihad in We t fdi'ica (M .1 /\0), includ in ' 

are known to be drug traffickers involved in the drug trade in the ahel and outhcrn I 'c ri a an I 

Mokhtar Belmokhtar, former AQIM commander and current leader of an al-Qa da a ni I iate 

called "Those Who Sign With Blood," is a significant smuggler in the region or a va rie ty or 

goods including cigarettes and illegal drugs. Insurgent group and terrori t organi zati ons 

operating in producer countries such as the Revolutionary Armed Force or olombia (F/\ R ') 

and the Tal i ban may also generate revenue by transporting drugs through Afri ca ( S/\ I D. 2( 13). 

2.1 1. Conclusions 

The researcher reviewed different literatures that he believed imp0l1ant for the re ea rch. FrOI11 

the review the researcher understands that preventions strategies specifi ca ll reducti on of' drug 

supply are important to the study. Because, Drug -Controlling Unit at the airport mai nl v opera tes 

in interdicting traffickers for reduction of illegal drugs for users. On the other hand. theoric like 

d . c t II' g effort of dru ' he c til ori has eterrence and rational choice are Important lor con ro 111 . 0 . 
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implIcatIOnS for the study that if the drug controlling unit put e r puni hmcnt I'or trani k cr~ 

and Proactively understands the rational choice of traffi cker (co t alld - . cnellt ana lysis. It 

enables the controlling unit to make preparations accordingly. 

The researcher also reviewed the trend of illegal drugs traffi cking globa ll 

Africa. From these trends, it could possible to understand that th trend 

I'ri ca an j cast 

. . 
ar' Incrc 'lSII1 I 

specificall y of cocaine. Drug Traffickers are changing their mode op ran Ii a 'cor ling 10 

contexts. Therefore, countries that has strong controlling and prevention trategie ', the li kc lihoo I 

of the trend decreases and traffickers shift areas where the controlling i weak. Therer( re. this 

research has the role to assess the level of controlling effort and trends )1' ill e ·al dr ll ls 

traffi cking through Bole International Airport. 

The literature review showed challenges of controlling drug problem globa ll y. The xistcl1 cC or 

weak coordination among stakeholders, lack of skill ed manpower. porous b r ie l's. weak 

controlling and monitoring, corruption are among the challenges. Therefore, thi s rc ca rch aimed 

to assess whether the challenges faced the drug-controlling unit are consi. tent with other 

countries or not. 

Generall y, the researcher used literatures to prepare research questi on gui de line '. 0 by using 

ideas of di fferent reports and researches, questions (open and close ended que tion . li kert item 

ques ti ons and semi structured questions) were prepared after reviewing or differen t literature . . 
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Chapter Three 

3. Research Methodology 

3.1. Research Design 

nll n 

[n this study, both quantitative and qualitative research methods were emplo 'd. Th rc ·ca rcher 

used these methods for generating data to understand to what ex tent the ca rrol ling or 

controlling and preventing illegal drugs at Bole International Airport i cffecti ve in ord er to 

prevent the ai rport from turning into a conduit from the drug coming from the source cO Lilltri c:. 

3.2. Target Population and Sampling 

3.2.1. Target Population 

A researcher draws a sample from all items in anyfie[d of inquiry con titutc a 'U ni vc rsc' or 

'Population (Kothari, 2004), Therefore, the target population for thi s re earch wa. members or 

Ethiopian Federal Police Counter Narcotics Controlling Division. The popul ati on or the di vision 

was about 45 sworn police officers who search luggage and control the traffickers at checkpoint · 

within the airport , 

3.2.2. Sample Size and Sampling Technique 

The researcher used census method to assess the trends of illegal drug traffi cking th ro ugh the 

airport and challenges the division faced, Kothari (2004) stated that all items in any fi eld or 

inquiry constitute a 'Universe' or 'Population' and a complete enumerati on or all items in the 

'population ' is known as a census inquiry. He also stated that, when all items are covered , no 

element of chance is left and highest accuracy is obtained, Therefore, the researcher cho "C cell "US 

method because the population was not vast and not difficult to manage. Thcreforc, thc to tal 

population of the study site was included since their size was manageable. Among the total 0 /" -.+ : 
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Sworn In poilce officers, 33 did participate in the tud -('h' " . e I malnln I 

v nl! n 
nt · \\en: 

absent due to different reasons. Eight respondents had annual ( a and 'i 'k leave. \\ hen th ' 

researcher gathered the data. On the other hand, the rest three re pond nt v ere n t \ ( I Inleer t ) 

participate in the study. 

the other hand, to draw key informants, different researcher mpl puq . i\e samrling 

hnique which is a non-probability sampling methods, where the in e ti ga t( I' uses their 

'udgment or prior knowledge to choose people for the sample who be I served Ih l.: puq ses or 

study (Monette, Sullivan & Dejong, 2005). Therefore, the re 'Hcher r Ihi s stud y usc I 

purposive sampling technique to select key informants from' ederal Poli e 'ount ' r arc( ti 'S 

Controlling Division. Therefore, to get in-depth information of the stud probl m, the I' • ar 'her 

selected participants purposively from heads of the Counter Drug ontrollin I Di ision based on 

their long service experiences and their managerial leve l. Thus, four kc in lo rl11 an ts \~ ere 

interviewed. The interview carried out in interviewees respecti ve office and took an avera 'e ( I' 

1:30 hours. The researcher established strong rapport to the interviewees prior to the interview. 

3.3. Data Collection Instruments 

To collect data which were fundamental to the research, different data co ll ec ti on instrumcnts , 

were used. The researcher used both primary and secondary sources of data. 

3.3.1. Primary Sources of Data 

The primary data arc those, which are col lected afresh and lo r th e lirst tim e. alld thll" happ '11 tl' 

be ~) ri gin al in cha racter (Kothari , 2004) .Therefore, the reo earcher co ll ec ted pril11 ~ lI: d;l\ .\ 1I11l11l~h 

quest ionnaire and key informant interview. 

Q . . d d d questi onnai re were appli ed t co ll ect data . ueshonnalre: both close ended an open-en e . 

Close d d . , d to collect background in format ion or rc l ondent. and t -en e questIOnnaire was use 
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examine prevention and controlling strategies employed by the dl' .. 

I I n. Hen . th r .. ar 'her 

developed 5-scale likert item to evaluate the scaffolding of ill egal drug n ant.! 

controlling strategies. The researcher developed Iikert scale by re '1 I' . II1g Ilcratu rc . . While 

open-ended questionnaire used to gather information regarding how t c ntr I Ilt )1' ill egal 

drugs and the challenges the division faces not to effectively combat ill ega l drug trai'li ckinll . 

Open-ended questions have also been designed to permit a free re pon e rrom the re 'pondent 

rather than to limit certain stated alternatives given by respondents. uch que. ti on ' '8 C the 

respondents considerable attitude in phrasing a reply (Kothari , 2004). Th questi onnaire: \ ere 

first prepared in English language and then translated in to Amharic language. 

Key informant interview: the major purpose of using thi s method or data co li cti on was I( 

triangulate the data sourced from both closed and open-ended questionnaires. Key in lormant . arc 

those whose social positions in a research setting give them speciali st knowledge abo ut other 

people, processes or happenings that is more extensive, detai led or pri vi Icgcd than ort.! i nary 

people, and who are therefore particularly valuable sources of information to a re earcher ((jeo l'!' 

& Judy, 2004). Therefore, individuals who had in depth knowledge and experi ence in the li eld or 

drug trafficking were interviewed. For the purpose of key informant interview. Scmi structurcd 

interview guide was used. Semi-structured interviewing is perhaps the mo t common 

type of interview used in qualitative social research. In thi s type of interview. the resea rc her 

wants to know specific information, which can be compared and contrasted with inlormation 

gained in other interviews. To do this, the same questions need to be asked in cach intervie\\ 

(Dawson, 2007). Therefore, the researcher developed semi-structured questions and inten ic\\ 

key informants . However, the questions might be adjusted during the interviev . Bccau e emi 

structured interview is not always rigid, sometimes it is flexible (Daw on. 2007). 
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3.3.2. Secondary Sources of data 

nlr lIin fll! n 

) 5 111 ' 11 ' 
Secondary data, on the other hand, are those which have alread b 11 

else and which have already been passed through the tati sti ca l pr ce '. 

researcher used stati stical data, which was collected and tored Fed ral P )Ii ., '( linter 

Narcotics Division. 

Document review: the researcher used this instrument to collect data rr m th I:thi I i'l I:c(.kral 

police Counter Narcotics Controlling Division about major drug traflick I th r u ' il th e bole 

international ai rport and trends of the trafficking. Document arc ' thin '. that ,,\ 'an rcad <.I 11(j 

which relate to some aspect of the social world '. Such documcnt m3 in 'Iude minLit 's 01' 

meetings, legal reports, transcripts of parliamentary d bates, diarie. aLi t hi ) 'raphi s. 

newspapers, photographs, songs, posters, will s, bills, maps, film , I'fi cial records. an I I) ' S o j' 

decisions(Matt, Mark & Nick, 2006). Therefore, the researcher co llectcd do L1111enl ed liv'- ' <1 1' 

(20 11-201 5) drug seizure data at bole international airport. 

3.4. Data Analysis Procedures 

The researcher analyzed the data gained from both qualitative and quantitati tec hn iques. 

Thematically, according to the issues raised under each research questi ons to hypoth 'size the 

problem under study. Therefore, open-ended questions were prepared in Engli 'h and trall . latcd 

to Amharic. Then the collected qualitative data coded in to concepts and 'ub cont: pts i 11 

Amharic language. Finally, data that were coded in to concepts and ub con ept · in /\ 111hari ' 

language transcribed to English and analysis made accordingly. Quantitati e data \ cr analY7cd 

using di fferent instruments which best fit the objective set. Therefore. maj r dru g ' that " cre 

trafficked through the airport and its trends analyzed yearly ba i b taking am unt · or drug. 

. k lear and allra t i \ the:e da ta seIzed each year (2011-2015) in kilograms. To rna e more c 
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displayed in graphs using EXCEL. To examine prevention and c ntr lIin J r h~(.kral 

police Counter Narcotics Controlling Division, likert 5-point scale u d. "a h itcm in IiI.: ' rt . ';J I ' 

analyzed using percentage and SPSS version 20 used. 

3.5. Pilot Study 

The researcher conducted pilot study to evaluate the reliability of b th I ' n and It s d ' nd 'd 

questions. Concerning likert scale, the researcher prepared 16 items t aluatc th ' s '~llr Il ill' 1i' 

illegal drugs controlling and prevention at bole international airport. Th rei' I' • I ' Llsill · ,' 1 .... 

item correlation, 10 items that had Cronbach's alpha of 0.85 adm ini st re I 1< I' lillal r ' S 'ar '11 . 

Therefore, items of Federal Police Counter Narcotics Division u e x-ra 

drug traffickers, heads of Counter Drug Controlling are corrupted and recc i d 111 n' rr t11 dru · 

traffickers, Federal Police Counter Narcotics Division has enough p li cics and strate .ies to 'arry 

out its activities, and Federal Police Counter Narcotic Divi ion provid con 'i "tent . (.I I a ' it ) 

building trainings to officers were among some that failed the te l. n the oth ' l' ha ll I. 11 '11 -

ended questionnaire were delivered for pilot study and the final que ti ns aclm ini st ' red al 'tc r 

improvements made. 

3.6. Data Assurance 

To get valuable outcome and to provide important recommendati on to th pre t Iclll . the 

researcher applied different mechanisms to assure reliability and aliclit or the data. 'I ) mal\. ' 

the questions representative of the study problem, expert knowledge and pi 1 

Specifically for likert scale, pilot study was applied. Different data c II 

employed for the purpose of data triangulation. 
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7 Ethical Considerations 3 .. 

It is argued that in planning a research project involving human ubj ect. il i imp rlanl I ) 

consider the ethical guidelines designed to protect the subjects of the re earch (Bc I Kahn . 

1993).1t is also believed that ethics in research involves getting the informed ns nl r lil sc 

who are going to be interviewed, questioned or observed (Van As & Van chalh k. _00 I ). 

Hence, in this research, the informed consent of the subjects obtained through 'vvri Ilcn consenl 

and the subjects told that participation is voluntary, that their identiti c v,!Q ulci rcmaln 

confidential and that they informed that the outcome of the research havc no any harm . mon I 

the respondents, three were involuntary to participate. It also told that no in cnli c. paid ror 

participating in the study. The researcher promised to submit a copy of the thcsi 10 thc cli vi. ion. 

The researcher also informed the participants the objectives of the stud y ancl its 'i ' ni li canC' I()!" 

the division. Finally, the researcher identified himself to pal1icipant of the tucl y as mcmber or 

the Ethiopian Federal Police Commission and social work masters' tudent at Acldi s Ababa 

University. 
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Chapter Four 

4. Data Presentation and Analysis 

4.1. Background of Respondents 

The total population of the study area 
was 45 Sworn po lice offi ce rs. Among thcs , JJ 

respondents have participated and the rest were not participated due to annual leave. sick ica 
cs 

and not vol untary to participate. 

Table 4.1: Respondents by their sex, age, and educational status 

Respondents Respondents by Re pondents by Educationnl st;Jtus 

by their sex 
their age 

-Sex Frequency Percent Age group Frequency percent Educational level Freq ucncy Pcrcent 
, 
.-

--20-30 17 51.5 10 grade complete 9 27.:' Male 30 90.9 

f--. _ _ . 

8 24.2 12 grade complete 8 24.2 h:mule .., 
9.1 30-40 ., 

f---

3 100.0 40-50 8 24.2 Diploma 7 21.2 

I rotal I 
Degree 9 27.:' 

I I L __ 

100.0 Tota l ..,.., 
100 1 

Total 33 ,),) 

I 
I 
I 

I 
Source; Questionnaire Survey, 2016 
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As table 4.1 indicates, males were greater than females and they repre ented with 90. % and )1' 

9.1 % respectively. This was not a chance rather the di stribution of fema le in ill ega l drug c( nlr )1 

were low in number as compared to male in general. 

Regarding age of respondents, table 4.1 indicated that the age of participant onicer were ral1Pcd 

from 20-50. A significant proportion of the respondents that accounts more than hal I' or the total 

respondents(51.5%) were found to be within the range of 20-30 age groups. the rC '1 or 

respondents whose age were ranged from 31 -40 and 41-50 were unfortunately accou nts cqLn l 

proportion (24.2% each). 

Concerned educational status, table 4.1 stated that participants of the study ranged {"rom 

completion of grade 10 to degree. Accordingly, participants who had completed grade 10 and 

under graduate degree account 27.3% each, and 24.2% of respondents were completed grade 12 

and the rest 21.2% were diploma holders. 

Table 4.2: Respondents by their police rank and service yea r 

Respondents by their police rank Respondent by their service ycar 
1 

Police rank Frequency Percent Service year Freq uency Percc nt 

J -. 
Constable 1 3.0 1-5 4 12.1 I 

I 
-j 

Assistant sergeant I 3.0 5-10 12 36.-+ I 
I 

I 
·--1 

6 18.2 I 

Deputy sergeant 6 18.2 10-15 
I 

Sergeant II 33.3 15-20 6 18.' 

I 
15.' I 

9.1 20-25 5 
I Chief sergeant 3 
I 

----' 
--- I 
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.-Deputy inspector 2 6.1 

le~ al Drugs Controlling and Prevcn 
Total 33 

li n 
100 

I- Inspector 5 15.2 

Deputy 3 9.1 

Commander 1 3.0 

Total 33 100.0 

Source: QuestIOnnaire Survey, 2016 

In table 4.2, it indicates that respondents had police rank of Constable, which i thc lowest rank 

in Ethiopian police rank level to Commander. Therefore, majority of respondent ( "%) Vd.: rc 

belonged to Sergeant Rank followed by Deputy Sergeant and Inspector, which acco unts 18.2(Yc. 

and 15.2% respectively. 

On the other hand, table 4.2 stated that respondents served in the counter narcotics cli vi ' inn from 

1 to 25 years. Most respondents served more than five years and it showed that re pondents had 

long experience of the study area. 

4.2. Trends of Illegal Drug Trafficking through Bole International Airport 

The trend of illegal drugs trafficking through bole international airport analyzed in to two wa, s. 

The first is analyzing the general trend of drugs and the second is anal yzing trends by their typc . 

according, the trends looks as follows:-

4.2.1. General Illegal Drug Trafficking 

General illegal drug trafficking analyzed annually based on summation of all drugs eizecl in 

each year and five-year trend showed below. 
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Graph 4. 1: Illegal drugs seIZed and arrests from 20Ll-201S ntr Ilin nti n 
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Source: Federal Police Counter Narcotics Controiling Divi ion, 2016 

The above graph4.l displayed the trend of illegal drugs seized at Bole International Ajrp rt and 

arrests from 201 1-2015. As the graph indicated, the trend of seizure increa edfrom 20 J 1 to 20 14 

and declined in 2015. In 2011 , 36.26 kg of illegal drugswereseized and 14 u peet arre ted, in 

2012, 55 .8 kgillegal drugs are seized and 12 traffickers arrested ,in 20]3 160.5 kg eized and 2 

traffickers arrested , in 2014,172 kg illegal drugs seized and 66 traffick r alTe t d and in 

20 15,116. Kg of illegal drugs are seized and 47 traffickers arrested b illegal drug ntr ]lin 

unit.It also revealed that four illegal drugs namely eannabi , eo alile her in and 

methamphetamine seized in the past five years. Totally, in the pa t fi e ar 41. 6 kg of ill gal 

drugs seized and 162 traffickers arrested. 
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4.2.2. lIJega) Drug Trafficking Trend by Type 

Since, not all illegal drugs seized have the same trend 't' 
, I I Imp rtant t th tr nd drll ' 

by type in the past five years.therefore, tbe trend displayed in graph 2 a 

Graph 2: The trend of illegal drug trafficking by type, 2011-2015 
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Source: Federal Police Counter Narcotics Division, 2016 

As Graph 4.2, indicate the trends ofillegaldmgs through the airport howed ariati n. 

Therefore,trends of drugsby type presented as follows . 

Cocaine: - among other illegal drugs seized at the airport, the trend f c aine-di pIa d 

increment from 2011 to 2014 and declined in 2015 . Hence, 1.36 kg in 20 I J, 2.4 kg in 20 12 O. 

kg in 2013, 142 .3 kg in 2014, and 98.3 kg in 2015 seized . Total] in th pa t fi e ear 2 .0 

kg of cocaine seized at the bole international airport. Compared to ther drug traFfi k d tbr ugh 

the airport, it is the most seized drug. 
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Cannabis: - the trend of cannabis seizure di splayed gr wth fr In 
I I t _ ( I '\ n tI n I r ' I 

2014 to 2015. Therefore, 26 kg, 53 kg, 112.5 kg, 30.3 kg, and 18. k ' r annal i: s il cJ.t h k 

international airport in 2011 , 2012, 2013 2014 and 201 )~ re IJCctl' 'I 'I- II . I 1_ 
, , . ta y. III t 1C rw'> t 1\ ' 

years about 240.5 kg of cannabis seized while it wa traffi ckcd. It i the ' l; ' ncJ ·(.;i/c I ilk , .. iI 

drug during the past five years next to cocaine. 

Heroin: - in contrary to the above two illegal drugs, heroin trend wa in ( nsistent. It s 'ii'e I 111 1) 

two times and zero seizures reported in the other three year . In 2011 , 7. 

of heroin seizures reported but there was no seizures in 201 2, 2014 and _ I . '1'( t'lll y, I ' ._ k ' )1 ' 

heroin held in the past five years. 

Metham phetamine: - like heroin, the seizure of this drug was inc nsi t nl. Ill y lor two tim 's 

that, means in 2011 and 2013, 1.7 kg and 6.3 kg seizures reported. h 111 the past li ve yea rs IS ~ , 

of methamphetamine seized and compared to others it is the lea t eized dru '. 

4.3. Scaffolding of Illegal Drugs Controlling and Prevention 

Police insti tutions use different controlling and preventing strategies to d tcr the oc urn.:n ·c ( ,. 

crimes. Accordingly, the Federal Police Commission Counter Narcoti c ont ro lling Di i ion has 

different strategies as part of the police department. Therefore, by using di ITercnt data c Il c tion 

instruments, the scaffoldings of the division assessed and evaluated a foll ow . 

Table 4.3 : Federal Police Counter Narcotic Division has skilled and sufficient officer ' to 

effectively prevent and control drug trafficking at the airport. 

Believed there is skilled officers in the Beli eved there i uf"fi ien t i"fi cer. in the 

division di i i n 
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Agreement Ie el Frequcn ' J PCI" ' Ill 

Strongly agree 6 18.2 Strongly agree - - -- . 1 

Agree 15 45.5 Agree 13 3 C) . .j 

Neutral 2 6.1 Neutral 2 6.1 

Disagree 8 24.2 Disagree 1 45.5 

Strongly Disagree Strongly di agree - --2 6. 1 1 _ .0 

Total 
1- -

Total 33 100.0 ., 1 no.o 

Source. QuestIOnnaIre Survey, 2016 .-

From the above table 4.3, 63% of respondents po iti vely a 're d ( 18 .2% r re -I nd 'lllS 

responded strongly agree and 45 .5% agree) that the divi ion had kill ed oni cr '. tI H'C( \ ' I' , 

30.3% respondents disagreed (24.2% disagree and 6.1% strongly di a Ir 'e) lhallhe di visi( n had 

not skil led officers to effectively interdict illegal drug trafficker at the airport. On the other 

hand, 6. I % of respondents were neutral. 

Related to sufficiency of officers deployed at the airport, 45.5% of re p ndents po iti vcl. agreed 

(6. I % of respondents strongly agree and 39.4% of respondent agree) that the cli i ion had 

sutticient officers. So it could prevent and control traffickers be deplo ing ufli cient number " 

From table 4.3 , it is observed that most of the respondents agreed that the cliv i iOIl had . ki lled 

officers. However, sti ll significant number of respondents belie eel that ther weI' a a i l a b i l i t~ 

of unskilled officers. It was also found the division had not sufficient num b r ,' oi'fi cr requir 'd 

for effective achievement of the activities. 
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On the other hand, as the data gained from open-ended que Ii n , rC'1 nd nl ' dc. ' ril 'd Ihul 

ski lled officers were central for effectiveness of work and have adva l1la I • 

technologies, respecting the rights of suspects, searching and int IT 

able to communicate with suspects, and generally workil1g 011 111e d d 
'Ian ar s 

profession. As a result, such benefits obtained when skilled ffic rs dep l 'cd in illc 'al dru I 

trafficking interdiction roles at airports. 

Accordingly, among respondents, 21 of them stated that the divi ion' rolc 10 ha in I ski ll rul ilild 

sufficient offi cers was limited. The division had not suffi cient and killed oni ·cr. as Ihe \\( rk 

required. According to these respondents, the division had int re t to fulfill requirc I . killc I 

officers but the intention and interest remained being for paper con lIl11pl ion du ' ( d i /'Icr ' Ill 

reasons. Those reasons stated by respondents were lack of dlle el11pha 'i ' 0 (' Fed 'l"a l Poli " 

COl11mission, limited capacity of the division to pressure the c ncerned b I and I 'ss 

cooperation with international organizations who have intere t to drug related issue . ( 11 the 

other hand, 11 respondents described the effort the divi sion has done in achic ing unicicnl and 

sk illed officers exists at good level. These respondents stated that the cli vi ion v as tr in I ils bcst 

to have suffic ient and skilled officers and accordingly it has done a lot. Ilowevcr. the in III led 

that the divis ion should go beyond this to have of sufficient and sk ill ed officer 

Therefore, majority of survey respondents (Iikert) believed the divi ion had kill ed omccr . bUI 

lacks sufficient number of officers. Significant number of respondent believed thaI Ihe clivi . it n 

requIres officers that are more skI e. rom open-en . '11 d F ded que tion 1110 I or Ihe re I nd Ill. 

believed the division effort to have skilled and sufficient officers is scanl and (alcd thc divi . ion 

should struggle more to solve the problem. 
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Concerned trainings provided, open-ended question re p nd nl r pli d Ih.! Irainin ' ' IS n.: '.mb 

ill egal drug prevention and controlling has given t offic r 
111 Ih Unlr) < n al r ad . 

However, trainings given in abroad were rare and 
111 : 1 /'ri ' ' rs \\ her ' Cl s 

domestic trainings were better in terms of number of rti 
Iv d nd ils ' nsisl ' 11 ' ) 

though the latter does not mean significantly con i t nl. on min ' Irain in' s .i\ n all I 

facilitated by the division, three categories ofrespon e idelllili d. 

First, among the respondents, 18 of them stated that trainings gi en b Ih Ii isi 111 \ \-C1 !-1 " (Jil l s( 

that consistent training is highly demanded. They al 0 tated Irani k' rs v, 1" skill ' I :ln0 

changing themselves with contexts that made the prevention and c nlr Il ill j..\ el'r lrl S 'hall ' 11 ,ill ' 

which in return requires officers deployed should to take trainin ' \- hi ' h t 51-Iii ' UIT ' 11 1 

situat ion and can make their effort effective and effic ient. The re 'pon I nlS PU I Ihal IrCi in in 's 

were not adequate, consistent and not involved signi fi cant number 0 rti er . '1 " i Ii 'a" y abr a I 

trainings. They also included when trainings obtained, head of the di i 'ion I ani ' il aled III 'i ll . 

and officers ignored. The respondents also stated trainings related 10 lan 1uClge ar t lim iled an I 

because officers had contacts too many travelers who speak plenty of language. oni rS'h ul d 

communicate to do their jobs effectively. 

Two, even if 18 respondents said that trainings given are inadequate. Ihe other resp n knt. 

stated that trainings provided were adequate. They said consistent and \- ork related Iraini ng. had 

adeq uately given. According to this group of respondents previousl training wcr given b th in 

domestic and abroad, but currently trainings given domestica ll y by people \\ h 

abroad. Hence, they believed that the division has provided and faci lital d ad qual 

officers. 

Third, the rest 7 respondents believed that there were no trall1l11g pr ided I 

al11 from 

trai ni n' I 

ni ' r .. 

. itie ba ed n Ih ir fir t inilial tr inin!.! . According to these respondents, they carried out actr 
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Therefore, they described trainings were not provided d m ti 

traffick ing. 

Therefore, concerned open-ended question respondents, mo I r th III beli ' \ e I lhal Ihe ui\ i., i I II 

had not de livered and facil itated trainings as the nature r th IV rk re luir 'U . .'1 " iIi ' all ~ 

trainings from abroad were so rare and involved few numb r r ni crs 'l nu Ih '~' I rohil ilt I 

officers not to update themselves with contexts. Even if dome ti c trainin 'S \'\ rc 11 I sali )o, liJ ' I( r) . 

it was better than trainings provided in abroad in term of ri· qucnc an I numb ' I' r p<l rti 'ir :1111 ." 

This findi ng supports those respondents in the survey (Iikcrt) wh 'aid th Ii is i( n hu'i IH t 

req uired skilled officers. It also supported by open-ended que ti n "h r srx n l thai Ih ' livisio l1 

has not skilled officers when they asked to give their view on th di i i n· · status I' skill , I 

officers. 

Table 4.4: Federal Police Counter Narcotic Division carrying out its activities manually 

Agreement level Frequency Per 'cnl 

Strongly agree II . J 

Agree 15 45.5 

Neutral " 9. 1 J 

disagree 4 12. 1 

Total 33 I 0.0 

Source: QuestIOnnaIre Survey, 2016 

In table 4.4, 78 .8% of respondents agree J. 0 I:> I:> d (3" 3% stronol aoree and -l ~. ~% a~rcc lhal Ihe 

II . Th . re p nd ' nl. division prevent and control illegal drug trafficking at the airport manu 

belIeved that the division had not advance tee no . d h logy to effecli vei prc\"nl and nil' r drul.!. 
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trafficking. However, 12% of respondents disagreed with the former idca and 
Ii \ cd thaI Il' 

division had advanced technologies. On the other hand 9 101 _ I 
' . 10 , responc nL \ ere 11 utral. 

On the other hand, concerned open-ended questions, as per the re pond I1t - re I I .e. tl e) t~lt ' J 

the existence of advanced technology as among or even the major one tIre \: nl and c( nil ' I 

illegal drug trafficking through airports. It is very difficult to start work at airports to I I"<.: \·(.' n and 

control the trafficking without having advanced technologies. Among 3 respo ndent ' . . ) ( r the n 

agreed that the division had no advanced technologies. According to these resl ( 1 de 11 . 1ll0d t 'l 1 

technology available currently at the airport was field test kit; which iden ili t' . I l' II I r 

something is drug or not after detections of drugs made manuall y. ffi ccr 1e ·e1) p 'd III ,1 11 . 

experiences in searching of suspects whom they supposed eized dru' . i\ co rdill l.! I( til ' 

respondents' flight check in and time of arrival at the airport from and to thc bolc intcrnati( nal 

airport are supposed to categorize the flights by the division in to hi gh ri sk. mi dd lc ri sk. nne )\\ 

risk flights. High-risk flights came from golden crescent and golden Irian rle e lIlll ric · \\ I r ' 

illegal drugs produced and gave high emphasis for its probability or ill ega l drug trafficking. 

Middle risk fl ights mostly came from countries used as traffic for illega l drugs and ga e seco nd 

concern whereas passenger flights came from North America and Europe categori zcd uncleI' lovv 

risk flights and detection in searching for suspects of illegal drugs was con iclerccl and api lid [II 

be low or almost none. 

Airlines also categorized in different levels (high risk, middle ri sk and lov ri k) based 0 11 Ih ir 

destinations. Accordingly, Ethiopian Airlines and Fly Emirates catego rized under hi gh-risk 

a· I' R d who possess drugs show di fferent i I.! 11 and . u h If meso espondents also state persons ~ 

experience gained through time that enables to prevent and control ill ega l drug at the aiq (. 

manually with the absence of advanced technologies and shepherd dog. 
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The data obtained from key infonnants ' interview I 
a so supported the ab lat men\. 1\1 111 0 , I <1 11 

activities in the airport had been carried out manual I d y an no ad an 

Therefore, scanning machines, metal detectors, and other techn logi 
ne ' . ar " r dele ' Ii n ( r 

drugs at airports are too scant. 

Hence, from survey (likert), open-ended question and key informant r p nd nt ', i l is " unc.1 thaI 

the division had not used advanced technologies other than tiled test kit. 

Table 4.5: Officers who deployed by Federal Police Counte N ~ t' I)'" r arco ICS IVISwn arc 

involved in corruption related activities while they are on duty. 

Agreement level Frequency Per enl 

Strongly agree I .. 0 

Neutral 2 .1 

Disagree 12 36.4 

Strongly Disagree 18 4.5 

Total 33 100.0 

Source: Questionnaire Survey, 2016 

[n table 4.5, 90.9% of respondents disagreed (36.4% agree and 54.5 trongl di a 'ree \\ ilh Ihe 

idea that officers were participated in corruption related acti itie. ceoI' in g I Ihese 

respondents, officers deployed at Bole Internationa[ Airport were not parti cipated in COITU I ti n 

related activities. 3 % of respondents agreed that officers are participated in c rru pti n I' latec.1 

activities. 6. 1 % of respondents remained neutral. 

As far as open-ended questions concerned, 33 respondents stated that ffi cer arc loya l 10 the j )h 

they belong to and did it bravely. According to these respondent , offi er re n tin \' " cd in 
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corruption and bribe activities. Even if all respondents believed that thi cu l pn I'm,' n I 

observed, the way officers became ethical is due to different CactOl' and two PI' I1I' 
(, ns r 'vea Ie I. 

First, among the respondents 22 of them agreed that officers are ethica l du I 
Ih ' Ii isions 

controlling and monitoring systems were strong These respondellt d " b d I 1"-
. e CII t lat leers \'v ere 

briefed every morning before deploying, officers deployed in-group, no offic I' all owed to he OU I 

of airports CCTV camera, and if some unethical problem is ob cr cd. the ofli cr Iv Hlld 

transferred to other work places and they are required to submit daily report, and thr LI ", n It 

five peaceful army development organization. Therefore through these I11cchani ' In th di visi n 

controls and monitors officers. 

Second, on the other hand, 11 respondents stated officers were ethi cal not b call 'C oj' Ii isions 

effort rather due to officers are initially ethical by themselves, According t thc 'C I'l: p< nd ' nt s, 

the division made little effort in building officers ethics through behavior chan ,in J short-krill 

trainings, 

From the key informants' interview, it has found that no officer accused of' co rru ption rcl ali:d 

activities, Key informants stated, even if no officer held in such issues, it is impo ihlc to 

conclude that officers were free from corruption related threat. The work is ex po cd 10 

corruption related concerns and due to this; strong monitoring and eva luati on trategics arc 

applied; following attentively officer's activities, deployed officers in-group, cxchanging 

infolmation with airport workers, checking their personal life and other mca un..:, such as 

relocating officers to office whom behaving different like having connection 'v ith many people 

d I d ' Iways open to informat ion ab ut ol'ficers' an many phone contacts. Generally, ea ers ears are a 

activities, From key informant interview it has obtained that, some officer relocated duc to the: 

displayed unwanted behaviors like contacted and make a call wi th man people, 
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Hence, survey, open-ended and key informant respondent belie ed that ffi cr: \\ re ethi al and 

not involved in corruption related activities. Even if no re pondent in th 
n-cn I d III sli )11 

stated officers are involved in corruption related activities, 3% of ur 
ndc nlS SlOIl ' s< 111' 

officers are involved. Therefore, even if this percent is insignificant , the di i 'i n sh ul d ' Il 'i id ' r 

it. From open-ended response, it stated that even if officer are ethi al th d 1 ' rl11in <l li ( n lh ' 

division played to make officers faithfu l showed there are unfini hed bu. incs '. 11 ' 11 'C . lhe 

division should strive more to provide consistent training that enable f'fi I' 1 brin I h ' h('\ \ i )I'al 

change concerning corruption related issues. From the key informant al appro cd thaI no 

officers seized and accused of corruption even if they stated it i imp sibl ') 11 Iud ' ni ' ' I' ''' 

are free from such threat. 

Table 4.6: Federal Police Counter Narcotic Division works in collahorate wit h internal 

stakeholders, international organizations and neighboring countries cffccti ely pre cnt and 

control illegal drug trafficking at the airport. 

Cooperation with stakeholders Cooperation with international 

cooperation organizations countri c 

greement Frequency Percent Agreement Frequency Percent Agreeme PcrCl:nt 

level level nl leve l 

Strongly Strongly 8 24.2 7 _I 2 

12 36.4 aor e 
Agree agree 

-
18 - -

Agree 20 60.6 Agree 
Agree 18 54,5 

eutral (,1 3.0 
Neutral 3.0 

Neutral 
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3.0 Disagree 4 1 _ 

Total 33 

3.0 

33 100.0 T lal I J(J 

Source: Questionnaire Survey, 2016 

In the above table 4.6, 90.9% of respondents agreed (36.4% strongl a' r c and 4 .~()() a ' I" . that 

the di vision worked in collaborate with internal stakeholders. n the th ' r hand. )% di -; 'I 'I" ' • I 

(3% disagree and 3% strongly disagree) the idea which tated the di i. ion W( rk s in . )lI al rat · 

with internal stakeholders. 3.0% of respondents were neutral. 

On the other hand, concerned open-ended questions, among re pond ' nts. _( c I' th ' 111 !'> l<It \.: I 

that the division had strong relations with internal stakeholder 'V ho " ork in L3 )k Int<.:rnatic n'll 

Airport. According to these respondents, Airport Security, Eth iopian ir lin<.:s. iq rt 

Emi gration and Custom Authority, Civil Aviation Enterpri se and Fli "1t rit cd 

as internal stakeholders who had strong relationship with the di vision. rn n ' til' UI 1 ort !'> or 

these stakeholders, Ethiopian Airline facilitates accommodation and fl ight ti me r r tra\ clcr ' \\ h 1 

they are believed as suspect. They also provided passenger pro tile \J henCH!r the di\ i!'>ion 

requires . Other internal stakeholders share informati on with di vision 111 mber \ hen drug rel ate I 

issues happened in the premise of the airport. 

As far as the key informants' interview, the di vision estab li hed tr ng relati n \\ ith internal 

stakeholders and Ethiopian Civil Aviation Enterprise, Airport e u tom and Emigrati n. Uhi I ian 

Airports, Ai rport Security identified as stakeholders. 
ccordi nol l ; thi Ian °i\ il ,\ \ inti, n 
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Enterprise provided office and phones Ethiopian Airport ' sarrange pa en . rll' Iii an \ t.:1'~ 

accommodations and flight time when suspected passenge I' . rs are ree, a I rp rt ' 'u ri t) : 1I1 I ( rt 

incases when suspected passengers are not voluntary to be t d I ' oppe , ane alrp rt eust III an 

emigration inform the division when some suspicions regarding drug ex i t. 

Therefore, from survey, open ended and key informant respondent , the re ar h I' 1()Und thai the 

division established good relations with internal stakeholders specifica ll oflice. \"orkin' in 

Bole International Airport. Airport Security, Civil Aviation Enterpri se, Airport I ~mi 'r'Hi n an I 

Custom and Flight Crewmembers identified major stakeholders, 

On the other hand, concerning external stakeholders, the survey in tab le 4.) , tated g4 ,8% ),' 

respondents agreed (24.2% strongly agree and 60,6% agree) that the di ision \i orked III 

collaborate with international organizations who have interest in drug relat d matters. 1_% or 

respondents disagreed. On the other hand, 3% of respondents remained neutral. 

As far as open-ended questions concerned, respondents described that the di vi ion had worked in 

collaborate with international organizations that has matters to drug problem, Accord ingl . _4 

respondents stated the division's cooperation with international organization Ie elled at gO( d 

status. These respondents also stated UNODC, AIRCOP, and Interpol coopcrate \. ith the 

division. UNODC supported the division through trainings, provided materi al nece at" lor. und 

had had two-year project established even if it is over. Interpol supports the di vi ion through 

information sharing, sometimes facilitated, and organized trainings for officer , cc rd ing to 

respondents, Interpol share information when new modes operandi connected to druv. traflickillo 

h d' I the dl'vision made search . Re pondent al 0 !ated appened somewhere and accor mg y 

AIRCO ' . . II b t with the di vision and igned 31lrCel11 nt t P IS a new partner workmg m co a ora es 
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build advanced technologIes at the aIrport and to provid h " . nl i 11 

e S ort-term trallllll I f r the )1 erati )11 

staff. 

On the other hand, seven respondents described that th d' " , . '. . 
e IVISlons relatl n \ nh In l rnatl 11 <1 1 

organizations had limitations. Divisions' effort in terms of delivering and fa ilitatin' tr'l inin 's 

and having technologies revealed limitations. Respondents stated the di i ion i' n )t 'v\ rk in ' 

hard to have strong rapport with them. 

From key informants, most of them believed that the division establi shed good c operati c n \\ ith 

external stakeholders, even if some believed that the relations are not 0 Iron '. Therelc) r '. 

UNODC, AIRCOP, Interpol, and Germany companies have described a ex ternal stakeholJcrs. 

Most of Survey respondents believed Federal Police Counter Narcotic ontr lIin' I i\'i sion 

established good relations with international organizations who have concern in dru I I' ' Iat d 

issues. UNODC, AIRCOP, and Interpol identified major international organi 7..a ti Il S whe W( rk 

closely with the division. Most respondents from open-ended questi ons also suppo rted th ' 

previous idea. However, there are respondents in both sides stated there are limitati ons 0" 

relations establ ished with international organizations. Therefore, the di vision shoul d consider 

these limitations and strength the relations. 

In table 4.6 also indicated, 75% of respondents agreed (21.2% strongly agree and 54. ~% agree) 

that Federal Police Counter Narcotics Controlling Division had strong relati on with neighboring 

countries. On the other hand, 18.2% of respondents (15.2% disagree and "' % strong I ) 01 posed 

d· .. d'd t stablish Sir ng relation with earlier response. These respondents believed the IVISlOn I no e _ 

neighboring countries. 6.1 % of respondents were neutral. 

Th ~ . . ' h . I d external stakeholder . m erelore, concernmg cooperatIOn WIt !Otema an urvcy. pen-

d d b red it is strono Airport e ur it) . ' i\ il en ed questions, and key informant respon ents e lev o' 

A . . . . d C t Flight Crewmember and Ethi pi a Ai rl ine. Vlatton Enterprise, Airport EmIgratIOn an us om, 
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identified as internal stakeholders while UNODC, AIRCOP, German 
I11pani ' . end Int \.: fj 

as international stakeholders. However, concerning international coop n ti 11 . . me rC~ 1 ntkn h 

stated it is weak and the division should consider their opinion. 

Table 4.7: Respondents asked to provide their view on Ethiopian airlines coopcratc~ \\ hen 

requested and Federal Police Counter Narcotic Division provides necessary lo~is tic~ 

Bole international airport cooperates when 

requested by drug controlling unit necessary logistics to efTecti cl 111 '111 <1 I ill , 'a l dru I 

trafficking at the airp rt 

Agreement level Frequency Percent greement level 

Strongly agree 15 45.5 Strongly agree 

gree 12 36.4 Agree 4 

Disagree 3 9.1 Neutral 6 

Strongly Disagree 3 9.1 Disagree 12 

Lo
tal 33 100.0 Strongly di sagree 10 

Total 33 100.0 

Source; survey questionnaire 2016 

. . I' d nts put their view and accord ing t tat k Regarding cooperation of EthiopIan AIr mes respon e 

o I ree and 364%) that Eth iopian air lin 'S i ~ 4,7, 81.9% of respondents agreed (45.5% strong y ag . 

d On the hand 18._% or r l ondents highly collaborated with the division when requeste ' 

d' ) with the idea r the airli n' hi ghl) disagreed (each 9.1 % disagree and strongly Isagree 

Collaborated when requested and they believed that the airport \ova n t lI at rate \\ h 'n 

requested. 
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On the other hand regardmg Federal Police attention to the division table 4 7 . d' . , I ' 

, • J 11 J d ie I l ol l. 

66.7% disagreed (of which 36.4% and 30.3% has responded di sagree and Ir n" di 'a Jf'cc 

respectively) with the issue of provision of necessary logistics to effecti vely manag ill 'a l dru ' 

trafficking at the airport. Only 15.1 % of the respondents have agreed with Ihe IT eli\" 

provision of logistics for the division (12.1 % and 3% responded agree and tron' I y a ' J'ce 

respectively). 18.2% respondents were neutral. Therefore, most respondent be li e ed 111'l1 Ihe 

Counter Narcotics Controlling Division has not provided sufficient logisti c for ilk '81 

controlling unit at the airport, which in turn may need improvement by the Fedcr'~ 1 Poli ce 

Commission. 

Table 4.8: Court decisions given based on criminal code of Ethiopia is deterred criminals 

and as a resu lt enabled them not trafficking drugs again through the airport 

Agreement level Frequency Percent 
I 

Strongly agree 8 24.2 

Agree 9 27.3 

Neutral 9 27 .3 

Disagree 5 15.2 

strongly disagree 2 6. 1 

Total 33 100.0 

Source: Questionnaire Survey, 2016 

o I a ree and 27.3%) thai Ihc deci . ion 
In table 4.7, 5l.5% of respondents agreed (24.2 Yo strong y g 

. E h' ia is deterred trafficker a a re L111 il he ll cd 
gIven by courts based on criminal code of t lOp 

. d I ~ 0 
. er hand 2 \.3% of respondent dJ 'agrec .- 0 

them not committed such crime agam. On the oth 
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disagree and 6.1 % strongly) with earher respondents Th . 

~ . ese re pondent b'll "cd Ih t ' un 

decisions given based on criminal code of Ethiopia was not bl d d .. ena e to ter tralll ker: . '1 here 

were also 27.3% respondents remained neutral. 

Concerned key informant interview, most of them supported the idea that the d' isiol1 i \(,; 11 OJ 

Courts was not deterred criminals. Due to this traffickers sel'zed two alld . I '1 , 111 rc 11I11es \\ 11 e 

trafficking illegal drugs. Of course one key informant stated decision werc 

criminals. 

From survey data, it found that most respondents believed that the deci ion ,i en ar kl rr' J 

criminals. A key informant also supported this statement. Of course, i 'niticant Iluml ' I' 0 " 

survey respondents remained neutral and other respondents not believed curt cicc i. i ns dClerT 'd 

drug trafficker. Most key informants also stated decisions are not enough to d ter riminal s an I 

harsh decisions according to criminal code should imposed. 

Generally, as far as the open-ended questionnaire and key informants concerned, the had ,i 1.:11 

their view regarding the scaffoldings of illegal drug trafficking at ai rports. ccordin ,I '. 

trainings, avai lability of sufficient, skilled, and ethical officers, application or 111 0 !ern 

technologies, cooperation with stakeholders and international organizations, and ound pol i c i c ~ 

has identified for effective prevention and controlling strategies of ill ega l dru o Irani king at the 

airport. Therefore both the division and the Federal Police Commission should con ider the 'ap. , 

and strengths of each scaffolding. 

4.4. Challenges Faced Counter Drug Controlling Unit 

F . fi t respondent the r II \. illg identili cd a. 
rom both open ended-questions and key III orman . 

. . . . f'Co t' vely and efficientl ta kling ill 'U I d i ll.! 
m3jor challenges faced the diVISIOn not to e lec I 

trafficking at the airport. 
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Lack of advanced technology nl! n 

Among the open-ended questions respondents, 26 of them stated th t I I I ' " 
a o\.v- e e a aJl ab Jilt " 

modem technologies was the most challenging. They said that th d' , , I I -
e IVlslon on y lad 'I cl I tn 'te 

kit radio, and limited internet connection and as compared to t'l 'k ' , le WOf ' rcqLll r " thesc 

technologies were almost nothing, Controlling and preventing of illegal drug traffi cking at th ' 

airports requires appropriate modem technologies as a result; it is po ible to c ntrol the 

problem. Respondents added that sometimes the division used drug detec ti on l11a hille ' b 

borrowing from Ethiopian Federal Police Referral Hospital , which is too far fr 111 thc airport. 

Therefore, advanced technologies should be build in the airport and accordingly thc di I. Ion can 

accomplish tasks effectively, These respondents believed that advanced tec hnology wa the 111 st 

important instrument to prevent and control illegal drug trafficking at airport and it v a. the 

most challenging thing the division faced, Key informant interview al so supportcd thc prcviou. 

idea and stated that drug detection machines, database systems, luggage-packing de\'ic s. 

special toilet rooms and other technologies, which are useful for the task. should fllilillcd , From 

both respondents these technologies were not available and not used by the di vi sion currentl y, 

They also stated that even if skilled shepherd dogs had used previously, currentl y thcy are non-

existent. Skilled Shepherd dogs are as important in the detection of drugs as modern technologic, 

so that it should be given due attention. 

Presence of Insufficient and unskilled officers 

As far as open-ended questions concerned, 16 respondents stated that the di i i n had not 

d d t d killed and suffi cient ofli ce r arc a equate skilled and sufficient officers, Respon ents sta e s 

, d t I k of skilled and sll fli cient ni c r , 
Important to accomplish tasks effectively. However, ue 0 ac 

, ddt 'ts strateoic locat ion. ac c it ilit ) . 
11 created challenges on tasks. Respondents state ue 0 f 0 

C .. • rt to have plenty of CLI tomer who camc from 
OOltort, and convenient services made the mrpo 
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different parts of the world and thIS reqUires skilled and fft . r nll n 

su lClent 0 fi cer to carry ut t3 'k. 

effectively . The respondents stated language was among the challenges of ofli cer. 'tn tl th ' 

division strives more to have officers who speak langua I ' I ges, Wl1Cl most pe pi ' u tI like 

English. 

Short passengers transit time 

Based on open-ended question and key informant respondents, the existence of hort tran. it ti m' 

created challenge in the interdiction effort at Bole International Airport. Resl ondent stated t I,-l\ 

due to the transit ti me was short, it was difficult to interrogate and search who I lIpp ec . u.·pc · l ~ . 

Drug detections and searches were conducted manually and it requires ul'li cient time {( 

interrogate and make physical search. However, due to this challenge offi ccrs wcrc unabl to 

search and interrogate many suspects. Key informant respondents stated that 111 0 t ol' th ' time. 

transit time wa between 15-30 minutes and it was insufficient to make earch and inlcrro 'a t ion. 

Low attention given by Federal Police Commission 

Concerning other challenges described by open-ended questions respondent , Federal Pol icc 

Commission had not given appropriate concern for the division and as a re ult, the cont ro ll in l.! 

and prevention efforts being ineffective. According to these respondents, the commi ss ion did not 

give equal priority as other crime prevention departments of the commission. Federal Police 

Commission gave high emphasis to crimes other than drug trafficking and necessary in pu t · li ke 

trainings, suffici ent officers, advanced technologies, vehicles, and others had not till fulfill ed. 

On the other hand key informants stated, Federal Police Commission did not give due attcntion 

to the d' " Th d' . . t d to have adequate and skilled offi cers. but thc cO l11l11i Ion IVlSlon. e IVlSlon reques e 

did not respond well. The division had only one vehicle and it wa not enough to ca rry Lit 

. . II' unit at Bole Internati nal I\ irp rl 
actIvIties effecti vely. They also indicated that drug-contro mg 

. . b I' d that such structure ,.va I 0 narro ''v < nd 
structured in coordination level. Key mformants e leve 
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should be wIde. Because of the narrow nature of the structure, officer 

have not I I' m t d in the 

division and prohibited not to compete in other J'ob opening ' h . SIn t e comml ion due t the arc 

"professionals." They also said officers worked at Bole Int t" I . erna lona Airport neede I p cia I 

uniform like other workers in the airport. However the com " ' 11 , miSSIOn stl not all \' ed havin I 

uniforms and it created problems. All the above problems occurred dl e t II . . I I 0 l C C mml I n las 

not given due attention to division. The other issue rose in the key I'nco' t d I 1III1lan wa lIC t tlC 

above reasons, the commission did not give due attention as other crime prevention Icpartments. 

However, if the structure would wide officers can easily promote and il incrcas their 

motivation. The second benefit of enlarging the structure it enables to cover wid I' ar a in the 

country. 

Minimum court decisions 

Concerning open-ended questions, around six respondents stated that Ethiopian pena l code is not 

effective in deterring criminals. Significant number of respondents also remaincd ncu tral. rhi . 

has an implication that some challenges available about court decisions given to drug traffi cker . 

As far as key informants concerned, it was stated that the penal code by itsel f had no prob lems. 

However, the decisions given by courts were not rehabilitated criminals and as a result. 

committers committed it again. According to key informants, most trafticker entenccd below 4 

years and this did not make traffickers getting lessons from punishment. Key informants added 

there are countries who allowed death penalty for drug related crimes. Of cour e. ke in formant 

stated that Ethiopian penal code is sufficient and can deter criminals if appropri ate dec i Ion 

made H d 'd d . , m punishments Because of minimum plini hmcnt . owever, courts are eCI e mlmmu . ' 

imposed on traffickers criminals seized them more than two times. , 
F . .' m and not deterred them. Because 
rom both data, it observed that court decislOns were mlllimu 

f . th gh airport 
o this, traffickers were trafficked drugs more than two times rou . 
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Chapter Five 

5. Discussions 

nli n 

The researcher found that the seizures of illegal drugs at bole internati onal 31rr> rt sh wed 

increment from 2011 to 2014 and fall in 2015. In the past five-year (2011-20 1 10lall 41 .7 

kg of illegal drugs seized and 162 traffickers arrested. On the other hand. e cain. ca nnal is. 

heroin, and methamphetamine drugs captured at the airport. Among the e dru I • • co 'aine is til 

most seized followed by cannabis. These two illegal drugs trafficked con istcntl hil ' h ' r in 

and methamphetamine drugs seized only for two years each. This indicated that th 'cizures I' 

heroin and methamphetamine were insignificant compared to cocaine and cannabi . T "ay ' 

Weldehawariyat (2006) found that from 2001-2005: 73.81 kg of heroin sei'l. 'd at nol ' 

International airport and 63 traffickers arrested. UNODC (D.U) on its report or dru I abu:e and 

trafficking in Ethiopia, the Addis Ababa International Airport is one of the major hubs or Iru I 

trafficking in the world and heroin is predominantly trafficked on transit through the 'lirporl. It 

also described the incidence of cocaine trafficking is not significant. East Ati'i ca i incrca 'ingl, 

being used as a traffic route for heroin (INCB, 2014: Wyler &Cook, 2010). Gberi e (20 16) added 

that there has been a general increase in drug trafficking in West Africa. 

Therefore, the above-mentioned literatures stated that heroin was the mo t traffi cked i Il cgal drug 

through east Africa and Bole International Airport, while cocaine wa Ie s trarti cked. Thi ' 

showed that the trend of illegal drug trafficking is increasing in Ethiopia th ro ugh lime and Ihe 

. ffi t C' r cocaine and cannabi s e en i I' hcr in and aIrport is shifted being a tra IC rou e 10 

methamphetamine trafficked in small quantity. Therefore, the trend of illega l drug \V re nOI 

only increased in number but also type of drugs too. 
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The existence sufficient, skilled, and ethical officers d d 

, a vance techn I ') . : LInd I Ii il: . . 

Support from Ethiopian Federal Police and cooperation w'tl . I 
I 1 Interna and cx t rnal : takdl It! ' r 

were identified as scaffolding of illegal drugs trafficking t · II ' con 10 Illg and pn.:v'ntin ' at thl: 

airport. Therefore, when such involvements fulfilled, the controlling and pr \' I1 tin ' ' IT rh 

become effective. The findings of this research seems similar with o ' ( 

border contro l, coordinated actions between government agencies and instit Ll ti( ns. cnhan "C I 

capabilities of special drug units through training and adequate equipmcnt : u 'l1 as dru ' 

detection dogs and x-ray machines at airports), and increased awarencs amon ' ' it i/cns al ) It 

the dangers of drugs as strategies to control drug problem in East Afri a. Th 'rcl()r', til L: lin lin' 

of this research is consistent with the UNODC report. This research ,II 0 idcnt iii d gap: all I 

strengths with the above stated scaffolding. Accordingly, gaps identified in arcas or 'ul"li ' i 'nt 

and skilled officers, advanced technology, court decisions, and attention or Ethi ol ian F 'cJ ' rlJ l 

Police Commission. Research conducted on West Africa drug problem, statcd th '\I policc SUI Ii rt 

as the gaps and state that police forces in West Africa di splay great de ti ciencie ' in PI' parati on. 

equipment, and technical knowledge (AMERIPOL, 201 3). 

Ethics of officers was paramount in illegal drug prevention and control effort. Thi reo ear h 

revealed that corruption was not the problem in Federal Police Counter I arcoti c ' prc enti n an I 

Controlling efforts in the airport, even if fears were still there, The di i ion' tr ng monitoring 

, " ~ d I' mornl'ng deplo ing oni er . in - ' r( UI . system mci udmg bnefing officers belore ep oymg every , ~ 

no officer allowed being out of CCTV camera, officers required to submit dail rq rt. l ea crul 

d I t' officers whom seem perf I'm 'd un ,th i a I. 111 army development program, an re oca mg 

. . . d P k (201 3) stated that the in Ivel11ent oni cr. In COntradictIOn to this research, Amng an 0 00 

corruption were challenging drug interdiction efforts in West 
frica and cvid n cd Ii \ . 

Gh ' ' b 201 2 for their role in the tran I n r I .: 
, anaIan police officers were arrested m Septem er 
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tons of cannabis. O h 
Thhe SChaffolding of IlIegaJ Drugs Controlling and Pre enti n 

n t e ot er and Gebre (2016) d . 
, escnbed both Guinea and Ma li: drug 

traffickers have exploited widespread poverty and corru f 
p Ion to co-opt go ern men I fli cia l '. 

Inilitary and law enforcement officers, and political and tradl'tl'o I I d . na ea ers Into an PP rluni stic 

network that underpins a very profitable criminal enterprise. Wyler & Cook (20 10 tatcd that 

illegal drug traffickers operating in many West African countries are li kely t f ~l relati ve ly 

lower risks of apprehension by law enforcement than in many other world region where pol icc 

and the justice system are more effective or less susceptible to corruption. Theref re, the lindi n 's 

of this research on involvement of officers in corruption related issue was in contrast t( ( nin' 

& Pokoo, 20 13 : Gebre, 2016: and Wyler & Cook, 2010). 

This research fo und that strong cooperation has established internally and extcrnall . ( st 

respondents stated the division has built strong relations with internal and ex ternal stakeh Ider . . 

Of course, some respondents disagreed with the above statement that even i r cooperat ion has 

existed, it was not as expected level and should go beyond. Airport Security, Lthiopian iriincs. 

Airport Emigration and Custom, Civil Aviation Enterprise and Flight Crew member identi lied 

as internal stakeholders, while UNODC, AIRCOP, Interpol described as ex ternal stakeholder' . 

COUlt deci sions play an important role on deterring criminals. Survey respondents tated that 

court deci sions given based on criminal code of Ethiopia (2005) had deterring criminals. 

Significant number of survey respondents also responded in the contrary. There was al 'o 

. 'fi ' h ' d tral On the other hand. mo:t ke\ slgrn Icant number of survey respondents w 0 remame nell . . 

informants stated even if the punishment described in criminal code of ·thiol ia ha no 

Problems . f: t so that traffi ckers commit crime t\\O , decisions given by judges were not satls ac ory 

d . ' s are in favor of traffi cker due to 
and more times. According to key informants, court eClslon 

. . . . . . . Is sentenced were be lo,.: lour . ear. Thi . 
Imposed mInImal sentence. In additIon, for most cflmtna , 

f d' . . ' h . t here criminals doing \.vr ngd lng nner 
In II1g IS acceptable with ratIOnal chOice t eons s W 
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considering cost and benefits (Michael D & Garry W., 2007). Deterrence theori L al. ( hel ie\ \.: 

that those penalties for criminal acts should be sufficiently severe that convict d 'riminal: \\ ill 

never repeat their acts (Michael D & Garry W. 2007). Gallahue and Line (_01 ) ·tat ' I (h,lt 

there are at least 33 countries and territories that prescribe the death penalty for dru ': in law. 

There were different challenges the division faced not to accompli sh it acti iti c. full . 'I h i ~ 

research shown that absence of advanced technologies, minimum decisi n or jud " S. I( \\ 

attention of Federal Police Commission, narrow structure of the di vi ion , ab cnce r surli ' iellt 

and skilled officers identified as bottlenecks. The division had not advanced technolo lies li kl" 

drug scanning machines, luggage packing devices, special toilet rooms. onccrnin I ( ni . 'rs. th is 

study showed gaps in their skilled and number so that it requires building their apa 'it thr u "1 

consistent training and sufficient number of officers are required to act beller. E en i r th . I enal 

code of Ethiopia has not problems in its legal matters, it was found that the judge were put 

minimum punishment and this stated as a challenge. The division ha many functi on on Iru ' 

matters throughout the country and it requires broad structure to carr out it a ti\ itic. 

accordingly. 
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Chapter Six 

6. Conclusion and Recommendation 

6.1. Conclusion 

This research revealed that drug trafficking showed increment for the fir t four cars and d \\ 11 

the last year, Cocaine, cannabis, heroin, and methamphetamine drug were ca Li Iht in th ' pasl li' L: 

years while being trafficked through the Bole International Airport. ocaine an I ann '}l is Iru g" 

seized consistently while heroin and methamphetamine seizures were incon i, t nl. Thi s rL: .' ',H ' 11 

has found that even if the seizures of illegal drugs at the airport were in ignifi ca nl, I:thi I ia i'l 

still a trafficking route of illegal drugs, and some evidences were ava ilable that th~ '( lIntr') is 

becoming destination place. The effect of globalization, economic growth I' the ' unlr ,JI1d 

imported Ethiopian from America were some of the reasons, This showed that :thiopicl io.; 

becoming as trafficking route and destination of illegal drugs and it need UJ' lent m 'n 'ur 'S t 

slow both problems, 

Different inputs required for effective and efficient interdiction of illega l. Th 'l" fol" , th e 

presence of sufficient, skilled, and ethical officers, presence of advanced technologic, ound 

policies, and cooperation with internal and external stakeholders has identified a ca fTo ldin I or 
h I' 

illegal drug prevention and controlling at airport. The research revealed gap and . tr ' n It ~ 

each scaffolding at the airport, The research indicated that officer are ethical and \\ a. n t 

involved in corruption related activities, Hence, ethical conducts of offi cer are n t 
ta tc as 

h II 
.' ' 't It was stated that tl' ng 

c a enges and therefore the divislOn should mailltaill I ' 
I crali n ar ' 

b
' , 't 'vii aviation enlerpri e, airp 11 u. t Ill , 

esta hshed internally and externally, AIrport secun y, CI 

I 'I Nl D , I R p, and 
and ' , , ' t mal stakeholder W ll e 

emIgratIOn, flight crewmembers were III e 

Int Therecore, the research found that the ' un t ' r 
erpol as external stakeholders, I' 
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The ~caffolding of Illegal Drugs Controllin and PI' v nti n 
has established strong relations w'th . t I 

1 In ema and e, t mal . t :l~ 'h I d~r 

Some respondents stated even if the relation was at good status 't h Id , 1 s OU go be 'on I. 

The research also revealed that the challenges faced the drug co til' . n ro lIlg unIt not t t:flc ·ti\\:h 

interdict illegal drug traffickers at the airport. Lack of advanced techn I J is tht: I1H st 

significant problem faced the division. The division had not drug detection and annin J dc\ i ' '". 

luggage packing device, special toilet rooms, and database. There was onl Ii Id te: t kit. \\ hi 'h 

are used in the detection of things after suspects manually searched. The role ' I' kill ed sh I h ' I' I 

dogs are important in the detection of drugs and the division had not killed sheph Td I 's. I h . 

research showed that the division lacks skilled and sufficient officer to contre I and PI' \ III 

illegal drug trafficking. Due to accessible, suitability of service and strategic I ca ti )n rth 

Ethiopia, many passengers preferred to use the Ethiopian Airline and uffi ci 'nt numl t:r ( I' 

otTicers required. The division requires skilled officers in language, drug rel cH'd issu 's. "In ti 

ethical matters. It also obtained that the division structure is narrow and due to thi s. the di i:-. i(l ll 

did not fully carry out its activities. The naITOW nature of the structurc created t\ 0 hall 'n ' ·S . 

First. wider area was not covered and second, officers had not promoted. fli cr. w' rc not 

allow~d to compete in internal job vacancy due to officers are "profe ional or dru J relatcd 

matters." 

Ethiopian penal code (2005) prohibits consumption, making, trafticking or ill egal dru !ls and 

pe h of the penal code sentences not more than ten ) car. . I his 
rsons w 0 violate article 525 

. d' th enal code had n pr bJcm . . The 
research found that the fines and impnsonment state III e P 

chal\enge revealed that judges set minimum punishment for traffi cker 
o that the tra nick 'I' . 

. . h h 'rport Therefore. the judge ' de I I n { n 
committed crime more than two times at throug teal . 

d ( and controlling ef~ rt r dru J ntr lIing 
rug traffickers created challenges on the preven JOn 

unit at the airport. 
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6.2.Recommendation 

Based on the findings of the study, the researcher recommended the follo\ in ': 

To Federal Police Counter Narcotics Controlling Division 

.; Trend of illegal drugs trafficking is increasing in general and by I pc of IrLl 's thr II 'h 

time. Therefore, the division should consider to strengthening conlr Iling strate 'ies . 

.; The di vision lacks skilled and sufficient number of officer 10 crrecli I 'onl!')1 {I 1l11 

prevent drug trafficking through the airport. Therefore, the di vi ion h L1ld ' mnlun i ' ;lI • 

with Federal Police Commission to get sufficient and skilled offi cer . 

.; It is found that trainings delivered domestically were better Ihan abr ad Irainin 's ill t 'rIn" 

of numbers of officers involved and consistency, Hence, the divi sion hOLll1 '( l1 'i ill ' I' to 

provide and facilitate trainings domestically, 

.; Even if the research approved officers are ethical , there were complain Ihal til , di visi ) 11 

was not did enough to make officers ethical. Therefore, the divi sion houle! . Ilsid '!' it 

and find different options to build their capacities, 

.; The division should put pressure the Federal Police Commission 10 make c 's nli al 

supports, 

To Ethiopian Federal Police Commission 

..( 
d h II to doacti iIi ' a ordill' 

The division structure was narrow so that it create c a enge 

I11rni . i n sh uld 
d' ., Th refore Federal poli ce 

to the projected plans of the IVlSJOn. e , 

consider to broaden the structure of the division, 

, ' d' ., without promoted and thi ha an inll u 'n c 
..( officers are staying long tIme In the IVlSJOn 

ission should con ider alt rnali\ c. I I n 111 I' 
to officers motivation, therefore the comm 

them and to boost their motivation, 
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I The division lacks skIlled and sufficient number of officers to ca . . .. rry ut It :l tl\ III 

effectively and efficiently. Therefore, the commission should con ider the intcre. t r th l: 

division in such instances, 

I The research identified decisions given by judges were created chall enges. hen 'e the 

commission should communicate with concerned bodies, 

I Counter Drug controlling Unit at Bole international airport was not eq uirl ' 1 \\ ith 

advanced technologies (drug scanning machines, luggage packing dc icc , spe 'ia l t il ' t 

rooms, and others), and this created huge problem on the prevention and cont r lI in I 

effort. Therefore , the commission should consider to fulfill advanced technol ,i's t th 

commission and through opening the door to interested organizations, 
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Annex 1 

Addis Ababa University 

College of Social Sciences Graduate Program 

School of Social Work 

My name is Abebe Teshome, graduate student at Addis Ababa 

social work. Currently I am conducting research at your organizati on on the I pic or " 'II IC' 

Scaflolding of Illegal Drugs Controlling and Prevention: A Case (4' f/'P Drt//I.!, 'oll/ ro ll ill.'!. 

Unit o.l the Department o.lCrime Prevention, at Bole Infernational A irporf" for Ih ' parI ial 

fulfi llment of degree in Masters of Social Work. 

Therefore, as described above the purpose of the research is for academic purpos ' an 1 il 

would have a positive effect to Federal Police Counter Narcotic Oi i ion. S inc~ th ' 

purpose is dual , your responses are highly critical for and whatever opinion 'OLI Ii," . it is 

highly confidential. There are no ways that your information i not tran minin I to th ird 

party and you would not liable for the opinion you deliver. 

The researcher believes that, the opinions you would fill in the questi onnaire are all ri ght 

and your ideas has great impact on the quality of the research . Therefore. the re earchcr 

kindly requests you to give high attention for each question and fill accordingl 

Note: do not write your Name on the questionnaire 

If you want clarification while you fill the questionnaire, please do n t he i tate to 

Address: cell Phone: - +251933913393 

Email: _ateshome50@gmail.com 
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I. Background of respondents 

1. Age 

1120-30, 2/ 30-40, 3/ 40-50 4/ 50-60 5/ th I '1' o er, p ease peci --------------

2. Educational status 

1/ 10th grade completed 21 Preparatory completed 3/ Diploma 4/ IiI' I d ' I" 

5/Master 61 others, please specify------------------------

3. Sex 

1/male 21 female 

4. Police rank--------------------------

5. Your position 

1/ Member 21 team leader 3/ coordinator 4/ division head 5/ other, please I cil' ------------

6. Work experience in the division 

11 1-5 years 21 5-10 years 3/ 10-15 years 4/ 15-20 years 5/ 20-_~ . 

6/ others, please specify .................. .. 
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Annex 2 

I!. Likert item designed to evaluate the scaffolding of illegal drug controlling and 

prevention strategies of counter drug controlling unit at Bole internati onal airport 

police counter narcotics division 
skilled man power to control 

ing at the ai rport 

Police Counter Narcotics Division 
human power to carry out its 

police counter narcotics division 
modern technologies to detect illegal 

trafficking at the airport 

counter narcotics division 
activities manually at the 

police commIssIon gave high 
's to the division for controlling of 

drug trafficking at the airport 

Strongly 
agree 

Agree Neutral Disagr c 

ntl n 

• II' ngl) 
lisa ' J"cl' ~ 

, 

I , 

officers at the airport involved in I 
related activities while they are 

~~--+--t-~-
police counter narcotics division 

collaborate with stakeholders which 
aV~ilable in Ethiopia to control drug 

ng at the airport 

police counter narcotics division 
closely with international 

ons like united nations office on 
and crime, united states agency for 
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development 

code is effective in deterring illegal 
traffickers in Ethiopia, specifically 

Addis Ababa-bole international 

airlines is willing to cooperate 
drug control unit when requested to 

police counter narcotics division 
logistics for employs 
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Annex 3 

III. Open ended questions for all respondents 

Please write your opinion according to the questions provided below 

1. How Federal Police Counter Narcotics Division control illegal dru ' trarti ckin ' thr u ,h I~ I 

I ntema ti 0 nal ai rpo rt ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------- ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

2. What kind of strategies Federal Police Counter Narcotics Divi ion appl in' t '{ nIl' l :tn I 

II 
prevent illegal drug trafficking through the Addis Ababa Bole Internali nal ail'! { 1'1 ---- •••• - •• -

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -----------------------.---

-------- ------- -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

3. Do you think that Federal Police Counter Narcotics Division provides and I ~I ' ili ta t ': 

consistent training on drug related issues in domestic and abroad? Plea e ,i ' our \ \on 

reasons in d etai 1-----------------------------------------.-.--------- -- ----------------------. -'----. -.---.. -

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -----------------

----_._-----------------------------------------_. __ .---------------------------------------------_._._-----.-.-

4. What do you think the capability of Federal police Counter arc ti c Di vi i n t en'c li\ cl~ 

control and prevent the illegal drug trafficking through Addi 
baba-b Ie int mali nal 

airport in terms of;-

3.1. Sk i lied man power-------------------------------------------------------------- --- -- ---- -- --- -. -.-.- .-.---

------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------- ---------------------
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--- ---------------------------------------- ------------ ----- -- -- --------

-------------------------------------------------------------------------

3.2.Using of modem technology (x-ray and other modern tech I ' h' h . . no ogle w IC ar hell lui 111 

identifying drug traffickers, employing of sniffer dogs) please I'st d· I I . , I InO CI I1 I C 1n 'I C. u:ed 

by drug controlling unit at the airport-----------------------------________ __ _ ---------- --- ----- ---------

--------- ----------------------------------------------------------------- --------- --------- --- ----- --- -- -- -----

-------- --- ------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ----------- --- ------

3.3.Coordination with domestic and abroad organizations------------------------------------------------

---------------- ------------------------------------------------------------------- ------- ---- --------- ---------

-------- -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

3.4. Please add, if you have additional idea ----------------------------------------------------- -----------

-------- ----- --- -------------------------------------------------------------- ----------------- ------- ----------

-------- ------- ------------------------------------------------------------------ -------- ------ ------ -----------

5. What do you think the participation of other stakeholders to control ill ega l drug Irani 'kin ' 

through the airport, please specify the stakeholders---------------------------------------------------

------- --- ---------------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------- --- -- ------

------------- ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -----------

-------- --- --- ------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------- ------- ------- ----

6. Do you think the Federal Police Counter Narcotics Division is well organized in term r 

human power, advanced technology, policy matters? 

A) Yes B) NO 

If your answer is yes for question 6, please give your own reason--------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ----------

84 

I 



The Scaffolding ofIllegal Drugs Controlling and PI" l1li n 

If your answer for question 6 is no, please give your own reason----------------------- __ _____________ _ 

.... - ....... - ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ -------- --------- ---

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- --- ----------------- ---

7. Why illegal drug traffickers prefer the Addis Ababa bole international ai rport . Pica: 'I vC 

your reaso n -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

--------------- --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ----

8. What do you think the current major challenges to control and prevent ill ega l dru ' 

traffi ck ing thro u gh the ai rport? ---------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------- ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- --------- ------ ---

----------- ------------------------------------------------------------------------- --- ----------------- --------

9. What possible solutions you recommend to control and prevent illega l drug tralTicki n ' 

through th e ai rport? ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -----.---

---------- ------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------ ------- -- -

10. If you have anything else you want to describe relating to illegal drug trani cking at dd i ~ 

Ababa - bo le i ntemati onal airport, -----------------------------------------------------------------------

-------------- ------------------------------------------------------------------- --- --------------- --- ----------

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -- ------------------

Thank you for your participation 
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IV. Interview guideline for heads of Federal Police Counter Drug Controlling I)ivision 

\. What kind of controlling and prevention strategies the Federal Poli ce Counter arco ti c. 

Divisions applying at bole international airport? 

2. How are controlling and preventing strategies effective and efficient to tack le illega l dru ' 

trafficking through the airport? 

3. What are the basic inputs that are important for effective and effici ent ill cga l drug 

interdiction efforts at international airport? 

4. Does counter narcotics division employed modern technologies to control il \C 'a l Iru ' 

trafficking at the airport? Please list 

5. How the coordination with national and international organizations looks? 

6. How can assess the threat of illegal drug trafficking through the airport. 

7. What challenges faced the drug controlling division at the airport? 

8. Why illegal drug traffickers choose the Addis Ababa-bole international airport to traf'li c 

drug? 

9. Would you explain the policies the illegal drug-controlling unit has ba eel on? 
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ADDIS ABABA UNIV ERSITY 

COLLEGE OF SOCIAL SCI ENCES 

SCHOOL OF SOCIAL WORK GRADUATE PROG RAM 

Thesis tittle: The Scaffolding of Illicit Drug Controlling and Prevention; A a c r Ill I rug 

Controlling Unit of the Department of Crime Prevention, at Bole Internati onal 1 q')( 1"1 

Informed consent agreement 

I hereby agreed to participate in the study by recognized that the objec ti ve or the Iud ' is t 

assess the trends of illegal drug trafficking and challenges faced the drug controllin ' un il at \h ~ 

airport. I recognized that the information I provide would keep con tidenti a I and no harm \\ i \I be 

happened. I did not accept any payment. I participated in the research by undcrstandin ' til ' r 'sult 

of the study would have positive influence for the division future acti iti e . I rc 0 'ni / cd \h ' 

researcher is member of the Federal Police Commission. 

Signature------------------------------

[)ate------------------------------------

87 



, " 
~, , 

II 
I 

The Scaffolding of Illegal Drugs Controlling and Pre 

Annex 6 

Output of pilot study 

Case Processing Summary 

N % 

Cases Valid 9 900 

Excluded" I 100 

Total 10 100.0 

a. Li stwise delet ion based on all variables in the procedure . 

Reliabil ity Statistics 

Cronbaeh's Alpha 

Based on Standardi zed 

Cranbach 's Alpha Items N of items 

10 .85 1 .768 

Item-Total Stat istics 

Corrected IIcm-Tolal :-,q \l ~,, \! t1 Mull ,plc 

Scale Mean if Item Scale Variance if Item 

Coded items COITc i3110 11 
COl , cl. 1I 1(111 

Deleted Deleted 

21.694 
70Q 

21.22 
skilled offi cers 

28.444 
:\1 7 

2078 
Sufficient officers 

29.750 
6SS 

2200 
uses onl ~' man power 

:12.444 
.171 

19.22 
otTicers are involved in corruption 

28 .86 1 
814 

drug. controlb ng unit work s ccll aboratc 2211 

wi th stakeholders 

25 .444 
7'15 

ha\c str<Jllg Iclation wit h neighborin g 21.78 

coulltries 

27 .250 
81 , 

works coll aborate w ith internati onal 22.00 

organizations 

27,-0 
210 

cnmlllal code has high intlucnce in 21.00 

tackling. traffickers 

30000 
6·9 

airport workers support drug controll ing 22J3 

Hnit 
26778 

261 

20.56 
Ihe di\·jsion supplies enough logistiCS 
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Drug type Year No of Year No of Year No of Year No of year No of arrests 

arrest arrests arrests arrests 

20 11 20 12 2013 20 14 20 15 

Cannabis 26003.02 53403 .81 112500.05 30299.95 18300 

Cocaine 1366.42 \4 2352.3 12 30659.89 23 141283 .58 66 9853 1.1 3 47 

Heroin 7200 0 10999.06 0 0 

Methamphetamine 1663.65 0 6300 0 0 

Total 36,233.09 14 55,756.11 12 160,459 23 171,583.5 66 116,831.1 47 

Tota l ar rests 

162 

ource: Federal Police Counter Narcoti cs Di vision. 20 16 

Note: Seizures of illega l drugs (in grams) and arrests from 2011 -201 5 
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