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ABSTRACT

Representation of Crime and Justice in State mediaThe Case of the Ethiopian

Television’s Police Program

Gizachew Nemomsa

Addis Ababa University, June, 2013

The purpose of this study was examining ETV’s representation of crime and justice in its
Police Program. The study was situated within a broader theoretical paradigm of cultural
studies but was specifically informed by theories of representation, semiotic, and Marxist
theory of Ideology. In order to address the research questions posed, a qualitative
methodological approach was employed. What is more, informed by semiotic and Marxist
analytical approaches, textual analytic method was also used. In order to augment the
textual data, interviews were conducted with producers of the Police Program. Textual
analysis was conducted on twelve (12) weekly programs transmitted via ETV during a seven

(7) - month period.

The study revealed that the news narratives of ETV’s Police Program constructed the image
of criminals, victims, police/policing, and courtroom differently to its viewers. Criminals
were portrayed as villains bent on inflicting heinous act against innocent victims in order to
achieve their premeditated goals. Often times, they were identified through their pictures
where the police were said to be pursuing them in order to arrest them. When arrested, they
were often portrayed as powerless subjects paraded in front of judges in the courtroom,
demonstrating the power of the institution of policing or the law enforcement bodies as well
as representing the court as the ultimate dispenser of justice. In so doing, the news
narratives delegitimized crime and criminality whereas it legitimized the institution of

policing and the justice system in the eyes of the public.

With respect to the packaging of news narratives about the victims, the police program used

graphic images of body injuries, fresh wounds and medical treatments the victims were
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undergoing in order to evoke public sympathy for the victims, on one hand, and induce

moral outrage against the perpetrators, on the other.

The ubiquitous portrayal of the images of police and policing in the news stories and the
routinizing of their activities also served the ideological function of the institution in the
sense of helping the public take for granted the institutional role of the police/policing in the
society and see it commonsensical; in so doing, it bestowed legitimacy to community

policing as an institutional response for the control of crime and criminality.

Owing to its wielding of institutional power, in the news narratives, the police served as
news sources, defined the news value, and framed the stories in a way that favored their
worldview. As a result, the portrayals became susceptible to stereotyping of the subjects

based on gender, age and class of criminals and victims.
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Chapter One: Introduction

1.1.Background of the study

Crime is a behavior so defined as criminal thg agents and activities of the powerful
reflected in what is and what is not defined ashgral and what is and what is not acted
upon within the legal code(Walklate, 2005). It isacial problem with which the media in
every state is concerned. This is because medya plaimportant role in the construction of
social problems (Jarrell, 2007Media portrayals of crime and violence have becpare of
the spectacle of everyday life Kidd-Hewitt (199%Ye have become voyeurs of factual
programs that ‘entertain and frighten us with restnrctions of violent crimes and amaze us

with the sheer audacity of wily confidence trickste

Additionally, according to Wykes (2001:1), the magmurce of information about crime is
mass media. Media, state and academy have tendedortstruct crime narratives

interactively around taken-for-granted models dafiglorules and norms. The construction of
stories along such taken-for-granted models, hedtorts the reality about the actual

problem.

Therefore, most of the scholars in media and cuveee concerned with the problems that
media itself create in the construction of sucHitiea. Criminologists are from those who
stress on problems that have been created by tdeam&dd-Hewitt & Osborne (1995:37)
describe the problem as state of consciousnesaatBezed by unconscious acceptance of

electronically transmitted modes of perceptions @nodight in which cynicism, mistrust, and



paranoia predominate and the media, rather thanahumstitutions, provide acquired

cultural perceptions

In line with this, Walklate (2005) states that experiences will tap different aspects of the
crime problem because media tend to work with paldr stereotypes. Official information

only addresses those aspects of the crime proldlamhtve come to the attention of the
criminal justice system, and criminological reséatends to be focused around specific

crimes or specific problems.

Additionally, according to Websdale (1999) cultualminologists explore the complex
institutional and informational interconnectiondvieeen the criminal justice system and the
mass media. Quoting researchers like (Chermak,,1986ders & Lyon 1995), Websdale
further claims mass media’s heavy reliance on cranjustice sources for imagery and
information on crime, but more importantly, theipgocal relationship that undergirds this

reliance. In doing so:

They highlight for the public those issues chosgn dsiminal justice
institutions and framed by criminal justice impéras and they in turn
contribute to the political agendas of the crimipatice system and to the
generation of public support for these agendas.i®dadd criminal justice
organization thus, coordinate their day- to-dayrapens, and cooperate in
constructing circumscribed understanding of crimd arime control (Ferrell
and Websdale, 1999:9)

The main point is that media images of crimes hosé images constructed and shaped by
the detectors. As a result, media tend to prodhoset restricted ideas of detectors for the

wider public consumption. In relation to this idddason (2003:4-5) also argues that, as



consumers of popular and news programming, we @rewnded by images of crime, law
enforcement and the criminal justice system. Heeréss the growth in new media
technologies has led to a marked increase in adadmitput on media/crime nexus as well

as increased concerns about the media’s role inchellenges to security.

Whatever ideas raised on the complex issues ofdbtecept crime and media by different
scholars, academicians, media practitioners, palfieers and judges, the main purpose of
conceptualizing crime is to control or prevensi,as to bring about security and order in the

life of the society.

However, in Mason (2003:1), Dyer argues that rgail# always more extensive and

complicated than any system of representation. Weays sense that representation never
gets reality which is why human history has produse many different and changing ways
of trying to get it. Because of this reason, thisdg aimed at examining representation of

crime in media.

In our country Ethiopia, the Ethiopian televisiantihe mainstream television which has been
producing stories on crimes. As a main stream ajeltlie way the Ethiopian television
portrays crime should be examined in line with pheblems mentioned by different writers

above. To achieve this objective studying of repnéstions appears to be more important.

Ethiopia is a country with low socio-economic owl®ocial class status where criminal
behavior has been one of the most challenging enablof the country to assure peace and
order to the life of the society. In response ® phoblems, mass media which are operating

in the country are exposing people to the inforaratontaining, crime, and criminal justice



system. On the other hand, the criminal Code ofdgta, in Article 1 of Proclamation
N0.414/2004, regarding the purpose of the crimiaoale, states that it aims at the prevention
of crimes to ensure order, peace, and securithestate, its peoples, and inhabitants for the

public good.

Additionally, the mass media in Ethiopia, espegidlie Ethiopian television by its police
program, for a long period of time, has been engagi the portrayal of crime and justice
cooperating to educate people. The concern of ghidy, Representation of Crime and
Justice in State medidherefore, focuses on the interpretation of hoimnerand justice is

represented in media and how realities are cortsttweith what implications.

Representation is a complex business, and espeadlén dealing with differences, it
engages feelings, attitudes and emotions and itliredbfears and anxieties in the viewer, at
deeper levels than we can explain in a simple, comgense (Hall: 2003:226)Therefore,
this study was conducted to analyze the intricedaes of media and crime in Ethiopia
based on the study of how crime is portrayed innsteéam media for the fact that
representation stands not only for how facts arpresented, but also for how they are

constructed in a given socio-political and cultugahtext.

Finally, in searching for meaning and ideologicalues in which crime is portrayed, the
study based generally on how crime stories aretagtsed in television. It also includes

what is presented as crime to make an inductiepnétation of the meaning of the stories.



1.2. Statement of the problem

The role of the media in how crime is consumed@sufar culture has long been the debate
among cultural criminologists (Walklate, 2005). w#ver, studies show that different
Scholars, professionals, academicians, as welilsagplines including media practitioners are

those concerned with the issues of crime and cbimtidifferent ways.

Regarding contributions of media and communicatmrcrime control in Ethiopia, now a
days, Police officers are working with media orgations to portray events of crime so as to
control it. They portray the process of their imigetion, with the purpose of using a media
strategy in assisting the progress of the ongomguey. Through portrayal of crime and

activities aimed at crime control, they producdettént crime stories.

Accordingly in Ethiopia, the Ethiopian televisiontlvits weekly program is playing active
role in creating crime stories in which reactionstime stories are increasing. However, the
agenda by which it is reported and how it is careded and presented should be occupied

and be understood by media and communication stsideour country.

The other problem that should be considered is healities of crime and justice are
constructed and presented in the present sociarallind political contexts of the Ethiopian
society in which they are produced and consumekiinvihe problems of representations and

claims of literatures about this issue.

To put it clearly, because of the problems of @spntations, the researcher concerned about
whether the representation of crime in media wadtve the problem of crime or not, in

present situation for the fact that realities ie thorld are constructed differently based on



the receiver’s cultural, psychological, and poétibackground. It also questioned how media

is used to solve problems of crime.

On the other hand, there would be a problem oéstgping in the process of representation
based on age, gender, religion, politics and ct#ssriminals and victims that can be
examined in light of Article four (4) of the crimal code of Ethiopia which states criminal
law applies to all these differences without disgniation. So, unless the media consider
such differences, the representation would be atgreal and distortion of reality which

this study sets out to examine.

1.3. Objectives of the study

1.3.1. General Objective

The main objective of this study is to examine thpresentation of crime and justice in
relation to their meanings and ideological valuggartrayed in television by the ERTA’s

police program.

1.3.2. Specific Objectives

In addition to the general objective stated abtive specific objectives of this study are:

1. To analyze Crime and criminal justice portrayal®ider to know how the stories are
constructed

2. To explore the meanings that are inferred fronrépeesentations

3. To make analysis of how, individuals or differedlemtities (criminals, victims,

police, justice system) are portrayed in lighttedit age, gender, class, power, etc



4. To explore the ideology and interests of crime n@nsducers used to shape and

constrain the behavior of criminals

1.4. Research Questions

1. How is crime portrayed in Ethiopian television eliprogram? How are the
stories constructed? What meanings do texts pr@vide

2. How are criminals, victims and police representethe ETV police program

3. Do the portrayals of crime invite the public to ¢eand contribute to the
construction of realities?

4. What ideological positions/beliefs do texts, andagms of crime stories do

communicate?

1.5. Significance of the study

So far, no serious research has been conductedtldopi&n television in relation to

representation of crime in media. This study i$pps the first of its kind in relation to crime
and media in Ethiopia as well as in school of jaliem and communication post graduate
division. Of course, there are studies conductedtirer countries. However, this study is
dedicated to examine the subject in the Ethiopamext. Further, the study is about the
search for meaning and ideology than study of @gerand counting of crime. Hence, it

would provide a new angle of viewpoint with respiectrime representation in media.

Additionally, the outcome of this study will be sfibstantial importance to Ethiopia on how
to use media for crime control issues. Media piianers for their programs which focus on

crime, police officers through the process of theirestigation of crime, court officials in



their work in the courtroom (justice system), armaliqy makers if they need to revise their
policy of media coverage of crime, and other insitins and individuals who are concerned
directly or indirectly with crime and crime contrissues would be the first beneficiaries of

this study.

Additionally, researchers who wish to involve thefass in the study, in the areas of crime
and media may use this study for their future neteeStudents from media studies and law

may use it as a reference.

Lastly but not least, it will be an add-up to th@whin of knowledge of academics in general,
and those concerned with the cause and controtrohe using interference of media to

shape and define the behavior of criminals in paldi.

1.6. Scope of the study

There are a number of private and government ownedia institutions weather broadcast
or print which are operating in Ethiopia and preédesues of crime and justice in different
ways. However, this study focused only on Ethioptatevision which is completely

government owned. Other state owned media are m@t¢oincluded here because the

researcher selected Ethiopian television as atreStwo important reasons.

The first reason is that crime is widely covered viegekly police program in Ethiopian
television. Secondly, it is television that porsgyses) the images of criminals, victims and
detectors so that these images could be used tastiex are analyzed and examined by this

study.



1.7. Limitations of the study

There is no research devoid of some limitationse B time and resource constraints and
lack of enough experience in research, the researeh is limited to only Ethiopian

television, though there are other media instingiproducing crime stories in the country.
Particularly, the time limitation might have hinddrthe finding in relation to the nature of
the study. The study required more time to be cetegl It was difficult to access the data
within the time plan set for the study becausehefliureaucratic nature of the organization
(ERTA). However, being concerned and critical udelimited time by the researcher

minimized the limitation in this respect.

The data accessed for the study was reduced beghtise methodological approaches used.
Most forms of textual analysis require you to hemgeated access to your object of analysis,
and that can be time-consuming (Stokes, 2003:5d).f&using on limited number of
programs was the only solution. Semiotic and Marxpgproaches have their own limitations.
Semiotic analysis, for example demands high levé&howledge about the chosen object of
analysis, although it needs relatively few resosinebich might have hindered the extent to
which the programs would have been analyzed. Batling and re-reading of texts reduced

the limitations if not removed at all.

1.8. Organization of the study

The study is organized in to five chapters. Thst futhapter discusses the background of the
study including problem statement, research objesti method of the study, and the
significance of the study. Chapter two focuses ewiewing of crime and media related

literature including the theoretical frameworks.dmapter three, methodological aspects of



the study have been discussed. Chapter four igated to discussing the findings of the
study through interpretation of texts using diffarenethods in line with the research
guestions and related literatures discussed. Iffitia chapter (Chapter five), conclusions

and implications of the study are discussed.
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Chapter Two: Review of Related Literature

This chapter focuses on review of some literatames begins with a discussion of studies
that deal with representations of crime and justitemedia. It is also followed by an

examination of theoretical framework.

2.1. Overview of Crime and the Media

During a period of enormous global, political, eoconic and cultural change, crime is
emerging as an issue at the very core of governnmesbcieties marked by increasing
demographic diversity, mobility and inequalitiesnda within which the news and

entertainment media have become increasingly facwuse crime (Stenson and Sullivan,
2001:16). The institutional arrangements that omgarthe media and rhetorical forms
through which crime is represented can play a vidkd in shaping and reflecting our deepest

personal and cultural fears and sensibilities aboote and insecurities.

Innes, in Mason (2003:51) suggest that the massameoverage of crime has been
particularly important for its role in articulatingnd coordinating a social reaction to the
individual cases that goes beyond the immediateerms of the cases themselves. Each of
these incidents has been accompanied by widesppepdlar concern that it signals
something is wrong with the society and criminadtice process, which requires some form

of corrective response.

Referring to Giddens (1991), Mason (2003:52) prepdbkat the mediated accounts of crimes
have not simply reported the facts of the casey, llave functioned as dramatic articulations

of popular fears about the apparent encroachmetheoforces of disorder drawing upon

1



diffuse anxieties about the state of contemporacyety. Mason defines events that affecting
the immediate participants (victims, witnesseseidiers) as signal crimes. The response to
the signal may involve either individual or colleet decision to make changes to the

environment through situational crime-prevention.

Accordingly, it is argued that the conceptual défm seeks to integrate elements from
several theoretical perspectives. From these petrsps, Mason stressed on the semiotic
properties of crime; the concept of signal crimeeformed by the evolving field of social

semiotics. The important thing that should be ade&rsd here is that there is a process of
signification in the mediated process of repredentaof crime which can be generative of a

profound social reaction.

The focus upon the importance of signification amstructing public problems coheres with
the findings of wider research that has documetitedrole of mediated communication in
the construction of a variety of popular fears andcerns. For example, analysis of crime in
the media has repeatedly documented a tendendyofbrfictional and factual coverage to
focus upon serious crime and the role of policeestigators responding to such incidents

(Ibid.)

The use and manipulation of media interest by palicthe furtherance of their objectives
reflects the fact that crime investigation is esisdlg a form of information work. The role of

the police investigation is to identify and intexpinformation about incident in order to
construct an evidenced narrative account of whapéaed, thereby identifying who was

responsible for committing the offence.
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In addition, concerning the criminal justice and thedia, Osborne (1995:41-2) suggest that
in all levels, the electronic media is capable exlefining the cultural context in which the
criminal justice system operates and in so doiagsforming both the concepts of justice, of
criminality and of retribution. According to Osb@rmmedia create and distort representations
of the social and criminal worlds, and they furtligminish the possibility of a rational,
reality based analysis of crime and how it couldslmould be dealt with. The courts now use
video evidence, closed circuit cameras, and mamgrdechnologies which clearly impact on

the administration of criminal justice.

In a similar way, Altheide (1997) as (cited in Wm2000:170), states that media coverage
of crime and violence has become so pervaaweto constitute a predominant theme
in journalism. In addition to their inherentiyolent nature, the abortion killings possess
other characteristics popular by the news imqmblitical protest, moral dilemma, and

social controversy (Yale, 1993) quoted in (UIme@0@). These provocative attributes,

coupled with dramatic nature of the events and t@nection to the contentious issue
of abortion, made the abortion killings newsthrg. Ulmer asserts that because murder is
S0 sensational, media coverage of such crimesialysntense. Murder stories, responding
to the public injustice of the act, invol@rhats that condemn the crime and the

criminal.

Consequently, in this sense, public fascinatiomwiime and justice continues to grow with
the emergence of ‘risk societies’ as it is also kagized in Mason (2003:5). As he argues,
this is because most people have limited directambrwith or experience with this matters

and rely on media reports and representationseoh tior their knowledge.
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Most of the studies in 1970s focused, on moral ggmndeviancy amplification and

construction of crime news. However, as Mason staseholars such as Cohen, Young,
Chibnall, and Hall et.al began to question the medi purveyor of particular constructions
of social reality rather than as objective repartehich is also observed by (Kidd-Hewitt,
1995:13). Since then, an increasing number of smgigts and criminologists, and media and
cultural studies have concerned themselves withefifiects of media representations of

crime, surveillance, technologies, and crime amdifapopular cultures.

2.1.1. Social construction of crime news

This part takes a critical look at issues of impnde concerning news media representations
of crime. But, it is essential to first note whyistimportant to discuss about crime news.
Therefore, it is significant to start from Wyke®() proposition that ‘crime news mobilizes
the extremes of value judgments for which we needdambine news and crime together.
Mason (2003:13) also states that news media phth#eentertainment media industries in
their focus on stories of crime and deviance; dmal grominence of crime stories in the

media has been a focus of anxiety and debate.

For Wykes, news matters because it purports tasethe truth about the world beyond our
immediate experience; and crime matters becaugenierates the moral boundaries within
which state and subject are oriented that it manksnormal from the deviant. The state
requires popular cultural authority to legislatel ahe public learns most real crime in their
community from the news. Many of our ideas aboet world around us are gleaned, not

through direct experience, but through exposurgéhto mass media. Therefore, it is this

14



exposure to the media that influence the societotwstruct certain realities which is known

as social construction.

By social construction, it is argued (Hall et.2878:53) that the media do not simply and
transparently report events which are 'naturalgvsworthy in themselves. Rather it is the
end-product of a complex process which begins witystematic sorting and selecting of

events and topics according to a socially constduset of categories.

MacDougall’'s argument in Hall et.al (1978) conformesthis view. As he arguest any
given moment, billions of simultaneous events octuoughout the world. All of these
occurrences are potentially news. They do not becsonuntil some purveyor of news gives
an account of them. So, the news, in other worlt)e account of the event, not something
intrinsic in the event itself). Websdale (199%aaproposed in his reading of (Hall et. al’ s
1978) policing the crisis, that the news media played a central role in itmgal
construction and later intensification of the parleereby encouraging a cultural climate

more favorable to coercive control strategies.

On the other hand, it is proposed that the newsar@dy an important and primary role in
the construction of social problems. According Stacco (1995) & Fishman (1978) cited in
Jarrell (2007), an analysis of the social and medisstruction of crime waves, “the interplay
between national elites and national media orgépiza may well have given rise to a
number of social issues now accepted as fixturdkenrecent political scene”. The media
doesn’t just report about crime; they are respdedtr constructing a social reality of crime

that has an enormous impact on public perceptibngrae and criminality.
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The media are frequently not the 'primary definefsiews events at all; but their structured

relationship to power has the effect of makitigem play a crucial role in reproducing

the definitions of those who have privileged accésshe media as attributed sources'. So,
According to (Jarrell, 2007), it is this structureelationship between the media and its
'‘powerful’ sources which begins to open up theewgt question of the ideological role of

the media. It is this which give substance and ifipgg to Marx's basic proposition th&he

ruling ideas of any age are the ideas of its rulohass'.

In the major social, political and legal institut® of society, coercion and constraints are
never wholly absent (Hall et al, 1978: 60). Fotamee, reporters and reporting are subject to
economic and legal constraints, as well as to numert forms of censorship. But the
transmission of dominant ideas depends more oncoercive mechanisms for their
reproduction. Websdale (1999: 278) additionally tgdo(Hall et al 1978) concerning the
ideological linkages between the representatioraahés of the news media and emergent
criminal justice interest in mugging, because ientifies an intricate web of non

conspiratorial control initiatives at the hearnebdern era government.

The other side of the problem rests on the souragamation that media use. According to
(Jarrell, 2007), the media utilize the police amanmal justice officials as their primary
source of information for a number of reasons. @ne order to provide the public with as
much credible information as possible; the mediedn® gather information from reliable
sources. In addition, due to time constraints,rtieglia need easy and quick access to crime
information. The police provide the media with se@ggty credible and easy-to-access data

(Lynch et al, 2000) cited in Jarell (2007).
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It is also emphasized by Websdale (1999: 291)ttietvriters of true crime often base their
accounts upon police investigative narratives. Agault, the ironic name of this genre as
‘true crime’ reminds us that there are multiple wafynarrating crime tales, and police
versions are one among them. Furthermore, Websilajgests that police investigative
narratives are inscribed within broader dominantpoeferred cultural understandings of

crime, individual guilt, punishment and justice.

Relying on police information, certain crimes, nwrer street crimes, are given more
coverage than other types of crime and the polieeahle to promote their own interests and
their own version of crime (Sherizen, 1978; FishmE®80; Hall et al, 1978; Ericson et al,

1987, Grabosky and Wilson, 1989) cited in (Jar2007). In addition, the police role as the
dominant gatekeeper means that crime news is ptikce news and that the advancement of

a police perspective on crime and its solutiorfacgditated.

Concerning the news values, Jewkes (2004) have spmeifically mapped out the news
values that not only shape the reporting of crimé,also help to locate those values within
the larger practices of journalism. She includedtie usual news values (immediacy,
dramatization, personalization, simplification, eentionalism, structured access, and
novelty) thresholds such as predictability, indiatlsm, risk, sex, celebrity, proximity,

violence, spectacle and graphic imagery, and amidr

On the other hand, Smith (2010:9-10) claims thatitgl, plausibility and intelligibility are of
crucial importance when constructing the story efiane and crime narratives organize the
events, characteristics and characters to fornlieviable story with a logical chronology so

that we may begin to understand what happened &yd The way in which crime story is
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constructed will reveal what we as a culture oretgdind to be plausible motivations and

acceptable or excusable behaviors.

Some writers argued that media are redefining aallimg obsolete traditional notions of
crime and deviance altogether. It is clear fronmséhdivergent viewpoints that the media’s
role in representing reality is highly contested anbject to interpretation (Jewkes, 2004:36-
7). Although fictional accounts of crime are argyad greatest salience in discussions of
media influence, the reporting of crime news i®aéimportance and is no less shaped by
the mission to entertain. Wykes gives her viewsualmonstruction of crime news and its

consequences for society within which it is congied as follows:

The construction of news simultaneously construtds audiences a
framework of interpretation as it presents the t$acCrime news is about
moments of immediate crisis, extreme conflict aedotution. The match
between news values, the new political discoursebs aultural values was
good enough for meanings appropriate to the coateevagenda to be
represented within a range of news topics repoaedrime and deviance
(Wykes, 2001: 187).

This implies that the multi-faceted reality of cemews depends on the individual’'s way of
interpretation. Wykes also holds the view thatdwuse the issue is of public interest, it paves
the way for the reaction of the public to the isshe@ditionally, she suggests that it becomes
possible to argue that the interests and valuescarfservatism were readily and

systematically supported by the language of crime @nflict news. That has implications

for theorizing the media, crime, politics and cutiWykes (2001: 201-2). Crime news may
serve as a focus for the articulation of sharedafitgrand public sentiments. A chance not

simply to speak tdhe community but to speak for the community, agfa@l that the
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criminal outsider represents, to define the shdpthe threat, to advocate a response, to
praise on conformity to established norms and slaed to warn of the consequences of

deviance.

2.1.2. Labeling, Media and moral panics

The subject that attracted most of media-crimeessitn literatures of previous studies is the
issue of labeling and moral panic. Labelithgorists focused on the interactions between
individuals or groups and those who label or defthem as deviant. Out of these
interactional encounters between ‘police’ and fglients’ the participants will construct
meanings: namely, images and understandings of thethselves and the others involved.
As Tierney (2006) points out, individuals are inxexd in a process whereby they subjectively

construct a symbolic world.

Under certain circumstances, these interactions leahe application of a ‘deviant’ label.
This in turn, has psychological implications in tththose so labeled may come to see
themselves in terms of the label. It also has $amplications in that such labeling is likely
to have an impact on the way in which individualsdled as deviant are treated by others in

the future (Ibid: 141).

From the perspective of labeling theory, the quatit ‘deviance’ does not reside in the
behavior itself, rather the outcome of responsdbldbbehavior by various social audiences.
Behavior that is potentially deviant is said towcall the time, among all sections of society.
In short, they construct social reality. The praces becoming deviant reaches a key stage

when the recipient of the label begins to accepidbel and sees him or herself as deviant.
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Howard S. Becker attempted to bring to light thatouiities, rather than discontinuities,
between deviant and non-deviant worlds. Signifigamstead of the concept of crime, with
its connotations of moral absolutism, he used tbecept of deviance, and he shifted
attention away from the supposed intrinsic quaitéthe rule breaker, towards the reactions
of the social audience, and the interactional msee leading to the application of the
deviant label (Tierney, 2006:143). Two importargneénts of labeling theory are present in
Becker's account: first, an anti-deterministic s&nallowing people to make choices and
exercise their wills, and second, following sucé@dabeling by control agents, the notion of

a deviant ‘career’.

Accordingly, for labeling theorists, the originahuses of the behavior, as traditionally
understood, are not on the agenda. Modern sogidlieg say, are composed of different
groups with different norms and values, and devimttavior or more accurately, behavior
that could be labeled as deviant is widespread. d¥ew only some of it becomes officially
designated as deviant. Another eminent writer al#beling tradition, Edwin Lemert cited
in Tierney (2006), argued that trying to estabtisé original causes is pointless. In his view,

all that deviants have in common is that they Haeen labeled deviant.

Laughy (2007) quotes the idea of Becker and expltiat social groups create deviance by
making the rules whose infraction constitutes deséa From this point of view, deviance is
not a quality of the act the person commits, ratheonsequence of the application by others
of rules and sanctions to an ‘offender’. The dewig one to whom that label has
successfully been applied; deviant behavior isk@kavior that people so label (Laughy,

2007). At this point, it is important to make clehat it is not only people that do the label.
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But, media institutions can also label some behaatodeviant, and so generate fear about

that behavior.

Moral Panic: According to Laughy, Becker applied his ideas abdeviance to various
groups such as marijuana users and jazz musidimgargues deviance becomes a vicious
circle once labels are attached to a deviant grolipe deviance is accentuated by group

reactions that in turn label the’ labelers’, whimlovokes further social condemnation of the

group.

Theoretically, the moral panic model falls undee ttiomain of the dominant ideology

approach Wu (2012: 49). According to him, the témoral panic” has been so often

employed not only by academics, but by the mediavieryday life. It commonly refers to

the public reactions to social problems such ameyrideviance, natural disasters, and
accidents. According to (Wu, 2012), the term fiegipeared in Stanley Cohen’s work
(1972/2002)Folk Devils and Moral Panics: The Creationof the Modsand RockersIn that

sense, the definition of “moral panic” is somewhatrower than its usage today.

Societies appear to be subject, every now and tbgmeriods of moral panic.
A condition, episode, person or group of personsrges to become defined
as a threat to societal values and interestsaitsra is presented in a stylized
and stereotypical fashion by the mass media; th@lnbarricades are manned
by editors, bishops, politicians and other rightking people; socially
accredited experts pronounce their diagnoses daotists (Cohen, 2002:1).

For Cohen, the object of the panic is quite nowel at other times it is something which has
been in existence long enough, but suddenly appedhe public interest (eye). Sometimes
the panic passes over and is forgotten, excepdlkiofe and collective memory; at other

times it has more serious and long-lasting consempgeand might produce such changes as
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those in legal and social policy or even in the vgagiety conceives itself. Therefore,
because of the complexity in its nature, such mtaabr should be considered when issues
that draw public reactions such as crime and deeiaare produced and disseminated

through the media.

Cohen applies his theory to the mods and rockers,dpposing groups of working class
youth who came into conflict with each other at ksigseaside resorts; and argues that
media did not merely report, in an objective waye trowd disturbances that occurred
between the two groups, but actually helped to troassocial reaction to the deviance by
sensationalizing the level of violence and dismptihat occurred. It is also emphasized in
Goode & Ben-Yehuda (1994: 25) citing Cohen (1972, media handled the seaside events
could be characterized by exaggerated attentigtortion, and stereotyping. Not only was
the focus of attention exaggerated, the storiesrisg the events also exaggerated their

seriousness.

Additionally Okoronkwo (2008:4-5), referring to @i Hall's ‘Policing the Crisis’(1978)
states the concept of the moral panic as reusedlation to the disturbance surrounding
muggings in the 1970’s, on how the media, workinthvimages defined the incidence of
street robberies in Britain’s inner cities as atboeak of a new dangerous kind of violent
crime (Muncie, 2004) cited in (Okoronkwo, 2008)heTmedia portrayal of young black men
as muggers generated fear of black men and aladtegsin an over policing of this

particular group.

Such panics are often characterized by a instmmey, as Hall puts it, between the

threat represented and the reaction to tireat, between "what is perceived and what
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that is a perception of" (Halet al 1978:29). In particular he tries to examine haowl avhy
certain themes, particularly crime or any otheridetvact, are more likely to be given a great
deal of attention by the state and more likaéty be considered threatening for the

normal fabric of society and the safeguard efdominant ideas.

The state reacts to the 'moral threat' both thrahghmobilitization of its forces such as the
Police and the courts of law, and through sensitizeof the public through the media. Hall
explains how both these very powerful tools', llde to the state, play a crucial role in
the 'fight against the threat'. Particulatig refers to the media as an important
mediating agency between the political interest the state and the formation of public

opinion.

Labeling theorists propose that they focus theardion not on the behavior of offenders, but
on the behavior of those who label, react to arfieretise seek to control offenders
(Okoronkwo, 2008). Hence, labeling theory arguett tt is these efforts of social control

that ultimately trigger the processes that trapvddals in a criminal career.

In (Hall, et a] 1978)policing the crisis,when the panic surrounding mugging intensified,
mugging became almost solely a problem with blamktlys. Therefore, the problem with the
moral panic in turn raises the problem of stereiotypesulted from labeling and labelers
since the media is one of the influential instruteein label working with other labelers in

the society.

Consequently, it is for this same reason that Okos@ (2008) quoted (Agnew, 2004: 295)

for his argument which proposes that the label rohioal placed upon black youths in
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society leads to society defining their acts asitral and extending this judgment to them as

people. Having been labeled, there is an expeat#tiat this criminality must be expressed.

With this attached stereotype, the general pomraill perceive them to be criminal and
treat them accordingly. This produces unanticipa&tiéects: the label of criminal is intended
to prevent individuals from participating in crinainactivities but it actually creates the very
thing it intended to stop. According to Burke (2p@8ed in Okoronkwo 2008), it produces a
self-fulfilling prophecy which is defined as a falgefinition of a situation, evoking a new

behavior that makes the original false assumptamectrue

Shortly, to put the concept in short, by labeling mean that the behavior crime is a social
construct rather than the behavior that inherenhiwithe individuals who are labeled as
criminals. Moral panic refers to the fear that ieated as a result of labeling. Media is one
among the labelers which increases the anxiety lob \@re in responsibility which is

examined by this study.

2.1.3. Hegemonic role of the media

As part of the wider debate about crime and mdd@hert Reiner has argued in (Mason,
2003: 217-18) that analyses of media representatodraw and order and policing have
tended to be either “hegemoniof “subversive”. Proponents of the hegemonic petspe
point to the police as being in a position to pdevaccess to information, to select and to
filter information. Consequently, this places theama position of dominance in relation to

media agencies, which become propagators of dommideology.

In contrast, proponents of the latter perspegtimeeive the media as a treat to morality and

authority, and fear that media representations umide respect for the police service. For
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Mason, Reiner's analyses despite his over simpligew for such complex relationship,
gives clear understanding that media images otipgliare important, and worthy of study

for a number of reasons, prosaic and symbolic.

To put the reasons clearly, first people know tbécp through television which is a rich
source of policing images. Secondly, policing ipapular television subject and policing
programs attract sizeable viewing figures. Thimljging programs can tell debates about the
nature and future of policing, and can influencéqgyoand procedure. Finally, policing is a
key of the ‘state of the nation’ and media imagéspalicing have symbolic value for

commenting on contemporary society.

According to Mason (2003), media images of policiage important for reasons of
transparency, for demonstrating and challenging dbeountability of a public sector
institution. They are a source of information origgong and vital for the attainment of that

minimum of consent which is essential for the prestgon of police authority.

In short, media representations may support or émmarely) challenge the dominant
definitions of a situation, and they can extenditimize, celebrate or criticize the prevailing
discourses at any given time. The media thus plarpeal role in the winning of consent for

a social system, its values and its dominant istsre@r in the rejection of them (lbid: 16-17).

Moreover, Jewkes (2003:23) argues that the medidimege to provide homogenized
versions of reality that avoid controversy and eres the status quo. Consequently,
ignorance among audiences is perpetuated, andlibérig, stereotyping and criminalization
of certain groups (often along lines of class, racel gender) persists. The structured

relationship between the media and its ‘powerfalirges has important consequences for the
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representation of crime, criminals and criminaltipes particularly with respect to those

whose lifestyle or behavior deviates from the norm.

However, it was pointed out by Kidd- Hewitt and Oste (1995) that while acknowledging
the undoubtedly important power and class diffeaéstfailed either to tackle or recognize
the practical dynamics surrounding white-collarnmei in the media in any systematic
fashion. As their primary aims and objectives we@ed in mostly street crime, information

pertained to white-collar crime remained cursory.

Likewise, a great many more of the studies dealuittp crime and the media failed to
include any information on white-collar crime. Addnally, Jewkes (2004: 20) argued that
critical criminologists, whose intellectual rooie in Marxism, have noted that the media
rarely covers ‘white collar’ or ‘corporate’ crimenkess it has a ‘big bang’ element and
contains several features considered conventiomalysworthy. This reluctance to portray
corporate wrongs contrasts with the manufacturih{sioeet’ crime waves and reflects a

pervasive bias in the labeling of criminals.

Finally, Box (1983:17) has clearly put in (Walklg2804:123) that ‘the majority of those
suffering from corporate crime remain unaware @irtlvictimization, either not knowing it

has happened to them, or viewing their “misfortuas”an accident or “no one’s fault”.
Therefore, this study of the nature of crime andliaén Ethiopia included an analysis and

interpretation of the problem.
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2.2. Theoretical Frameworks

This study used representation theory, semiotiortheand Marxist theory of dominant
ideology as theoretical frameworks. Within thataiso pointed out some of the issues of

stereotypes that result from representations.

2.2.1. Representation theory

Before turning into theorizing representationsiimportant to first define and conceptualize
what a representation is. Scholars attempted tnele¢presentation in almost similar ways,

even though there are different systems of reptaten as well as different approaches to it.

According to Hall (1997) cited in Abdissa (2010:18Representation is using language to
say something meaningful about or represent, thedwuoeaningfully to other people”. In

other expression, “it is the production of meartimpugh language”.

Representation is an essential part of the probgssvhich meaning is produced and
exchanged between members of a culture (Hall, 2008¢ meaning production process
involves the use of language, of signs and imagkshwvstand for or represent things
(Abdissa, 2010). Accordingly, Abdissa goes on tecdssing the process of systems of
representations. He identifies two processes. Tee dne is a system which establishes a
correlation between all sorts of objects, people events, and a set of concepts or mental
representation which we carry in our heads. Witlsmuech concepts, we could not interpret
the world meaningfully at all. Thus he says, megrepends on the system of concepts and
images found in our thoughts which can stand farepresent the world. On the other hand,

concepts are not a random collection of things lmenemena rather they are organized,
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arranged and classified into complex relations witle another. As a result, he suggests that
meanings and concepts must be represented or gathavhich is possible when we have

access to shared language.

Moreover, Dyer's definition also appears to fit lwithe theoretical and methodological
approach of this study. He definggfresentations as the concrete form (signifieakeh by
abstract concepts’(Dyer, 2002:1). Since representations inevitablyoime a process of
selection in which certain signs are privilegedroothers, it matters how such concepts are
represented in news media, movies, or even in argdioonversation. More simply, how we
are seen determines in part how we are treated;weweat others is based on how we see

them; such seeing come from representation.

Therefore, the way representations are reguldexdigh various media, genres and within
various discourses have been given consideraldptiam. Clearly, representations articulate

with cultural power.

When we delve into the theory of representation, weelld get the approaches that are
provided by Hall (2003). He forwards three appr@&aschn explaining how representation of
meaning through language works; and these are dflective, the intentional and

constructionist approach.

In the reflective approach, meaning is thoughtean the object, person, idea, or event in the
world and language functions like a mirror. Theemttonal approach argues in the opposite
case. It holds that it is the speaker, the authoo wnposes his or her unique meaning on

subject through language.
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The constructionist approach on the other hanehjitadhat neither things in themselves nor
the individual users of language can fix the megminlanguage. Hall further elaborates that
it is social actors who use the conceptual systatiseir culture, and the linguistic and other
representational systems to construct meanings a@enthe world meaningful or to

communicate about the world meaningfully to oth&tserefore, according to constructionist
view, representation is a practice, a kind of wavkjch uses material objects and effects.
But, the meaning depends, not on the material tyuali the sign, but on its symbolic

function.

Debates about representation in part centre onrnatiee notions of reflection or
construction. Although Burton (2005: 61) forwardsitt there is a temptation to follow the
‘mirror’ of reality approach because of iconograptmature of images in visual media
(photograph, film and television), the constructsbrnview is more meaningful for the
purpose and nature of this study because theiesaténd more to be constructed based on

the cultural background of the society.

Regarding the intentional and reflective approactesepresentation, Hall himself was
critical that he argued as a general theory ofesgmtation through language, the intentional
approach is flawed. We cannot be the sole sourcaeaining in languages. The essence of
language is communication, and that in turn depemdshared linguistic conventions and
shared codes. Our private thoughts have to negatigih all the other meanings for words or
images which have been stored in language whichuser of the language system will

inevitably trigger into action (Hall, 2003:25).
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For Hall, the reflective approach has also its aleficit Croteau and Hoynes (2003:168)
that media images do not simply reflect the wattheby re-presentt; instead of reproducing
the reality of the world *“out there” the media gamge in practices that define reality. Here,
we can conceptualize that representation is a diigrent notion from that of reflection. It
implies the active work of selecting and presentigstructuring and shaping; not merely
the transmitting of an already existing meaning,the more active labour ofiaking things

mean It is also pointed out by Croteau and Hoynes: that

We generally agree with the social constructiopetspective which suggests
that no representation of reality be totally “tfuer “real” since it must
inevitably frame an issue and choose to include amdlude certain

components of a multi- faceted reality (p. 197).

Hall (2003) clearly put that, we must not confuse material world, where things and people
exist, and the symbolic practices and processesighrwhich representation, meaning and
language operate. According to him, constructisndd not deny the existence of the
material world. Hence, social constructionism hdlist people do not discover knowledge
about the world so much as they construct it, dnd tonstruction takes place within

collective conceptual frameworks through whichwheld is described and explained.

Similarly, Hartley (2002:202) shares almost the sanew with Hall's argument. He states
that representations rely on existing and cultyratiderstood signs and images, on the learnt
reciprocity of language and various signifying extual systems. It is through this ‘stand in’
function of the sign that we know and learn reaM¥hen considering media representations,

than looking for accuracy, it is perhaps more usefwnderstand the discourses that support
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the image in question. Furthermore, one cannot nassihat all people read all

representations in the same way.

Clearly to put, the complexity of the world in whieve live does not lets us to see the true
representation of reality, rather we choose to ttoosthe reality that is most related with our
own interests from versatile realities availablei$o Therefore, it is the social constructionist
view that seems to open a way to choose from thigies which represent us. Furthermore,

Dyer argues that:

The complexity of representation lies in its imbeddess in cultural forms, its
unequal but not monolithic relations of productamd reception, its tense and
unfinished, unfinishable relation to the realitywtich it refers and which it

affects. It also lies, finally in its comprehensiess (Dyer, 2002: 4).

According to Dyer, representation is always withw#h our culture, and it is not the same
or equal because of our difference in culturesitimeasy and incomplete and full, full in a
sense, ‘full of’ or ‘rich’ in realities so that is complex. As a result of the complexity of
representations, there are so many problems tima¢ eath it, and stereotype, which is one

of the focuses of this study, is one from the peotd.
Representation and Stereotypes

Stereotypes came to be seen as an avoidable paedi& representations. Fourie has tried
to clearly put the definition of stereotypes citisgholars such as O’Sullivan, Hartley,

Saunders, Montgomery and Fiske (1994: 299).

Stereotypes are the social classification of paldic groups and people as

often highly simplified and generalized signs, whimplicitly represent at set
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of values, judgments and assumptions concerningir theehavior,
characteristics or history(Fourie, 2001: 471).

The media have been criticized for the generalipadtjial and selective way in which they
have represented different groups, emphasizingyeak@ntifiable, unchanging and often
negative characteristics (O’Sullivan & Jewkes, 1)98ifed in Williams (2003). Therefore,
representations of realities in media possibly wibbvide stereotypically constructed events;
and even though stereotypes may be positive ortimeghoth have their own problems that

require careful considerations in most serioussag@ublic issues.

Any analysis should be careful not to accuse argémat being patronizing or demeaning,
because such a judgment speaks on behalf of a gwbopmay not feel the same way
(Hartley, 2002: 202-3). Stories are always cons#didn a certain ways and depend on

interpretations.

According to Hartley (2002), stereotype has entgreblic life via social psychology as a
term that is used to describe how fixed qualitiesraits may be attributed to groups in the
way they are represented in various media. It isall\s applied to negative impressions or
pernicious representational techniques. For exgnmagative portrayals of people of color
may be taken as stereotyping them. But, conversiedyword stereotyping is not used to

describe equally fixed and equally fantastic pesiportrayals as McKee argues:

It is constructive to understand stereotypes #scteng a dominant mode of

representation rather than seeking to judge thenthem accuracy. This is

useful as it opens up the field of analysis; stgyses are not so much failed
representations of an external reality as texteaiags that play a role in the
economy of narration. Stereotypes can be undersiasoa concise means of
explaining character (McKee 2001, cited in Hart2§02: 216).
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The problem of stereotype in the case of this staidyne of the main research questions with
the purpose of searching for realities, weather ithage of crime is stereotypically

represented in television. Stereotypes are esdlgnsiocial constructions just as media
representations, which entail a process thHrowdich certain traits are chosen over
others in terms of what is shown in the ra@donamodi, 2009). Because of the
complexity of representation and the presence dfiphelrealities in the media according to

the social constructionist view, semiotics is usedexplore the meanings of images and
stereotypes especially by applying systems of idiffee or binary oppositions to images of

crimes portrayed.

2.2.2. Semiotic theory

According to Berger (2000), interest in signs ahd twvay they communicate has a long
history in medieval philosophers like John Locked asthers who have shown interest.
However, modern semiotic can be said to have bagiith two men: Swiss linguist

Ferdinand de Saussure (1857-1913) and Americamsupher Charles Sanders Peirce

(1839-1914).

Semiology was first defined by the Swiss Linguistdinand De Saussure as the scientific
study of signs, and for him a sign is somethingolwtstands for something else. At almost
the same time, an American Philosoplireirce, referred to his similar investigations itite
process of meaning as semiotics (Comboy, 2007A8]Jitionally, one of the key theorists of
semiotics, Roland Barthes, developed the ideasaat$iure and tried to apply the study of

signs more broadly (Stokes, 2003:71). Barthes akntncern was ‘how does meaning get
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into theimage’, and that is the key to semiotics: it is about ibe producer of an image

makes it mean something and how we, as readersjageting out.

Umberto Eco was another semiotician whose argurizeat merit in this study. He was
concerned with, and gives an impression on howsstgmmunicate. The special point of his
work which is used in this study is his argumenouwtb‘signs and truth’. Thus, while
theorizing semiotics, it is more important not todet the arguments and ideas of these four

scholars.

Therefore, this study based on these four semsmiscifor the merits their arguments
contribute to the subject of the study. Howevefoteediscussing the ideas of the scholars in
depth, it is essential to make sure the areasudfest in semiotics. According to Fiske (1990:
40), semiotics has three main areas of study: Feedrea is the sign, which consists of the
study of different varieties of signs and differevays they have of conveying meaning for
signs are human constructs, second, the codestansy into which signs are organized, and
the third one is the culture within which these €®dnd signs operate. Having this in mind,
now it is important to discuss the ideas of differgemioticians. Semiotics argues that
language and communication in general is structambrding to certain rules, which are

commonly understood in a culture. In order to comicate, these rules have to be learned.

For De Saussure, language is a system of ‘sigrig. dign, which conveys
meaning, is divided into two components: The signiénd the signified. The
signifier is manifest in the form of printed wom picture of a sound, which is
perceived by our physical senses. The signifiethésmeaning that cultural
convention determines we attach to the signifieisk& 1982, cited in

Williams, 2003: 155-56).
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While the signifier is what we perceive, such & ‘marks on the paper or the sounds on the
air’, the signified is the mental concept to whithrefers’ and ‘is broadly common to all
members of the same culture who share the samaidgeg Saussure connected three
different structures in the process of significatidhe first one is a sign. The second is
language (sound) that used to refer to the sige fhird one is that we attach cultural
meaning to the sign and language. The combinafiadhese different elements is important

in the process.

Similarly for Thwaites, Davis and Mules (1994:31he two aspects of the sign have
standard names. The mental impression of the ssuoalled the signifier; and the general
concept invoked is the signified. In other wordse @aspect of the sign does the signifying,

the other aspect is what is signified. The relabetween the two is called signification.

According to Saussure (Berger, 2000:38), the kmlathetween signifier and signified is
based on convention and is arbitrary. For instatheeword tree and the large stemmed plant
for which the word tree stands is not natural bstdnical, tied to conventions and choices
that people made. To make clear the idea, Thwaites, (1994: 32-6) propose about four
different on how it works: first, signifier and sifjied are inseparable and simultaneous: the
diagram tends to suggest that signifier and sigdifire separable parts of the sign; in reality,
they are simply terms which are valuable for empag the two different ways in which a

sign must operate in order to be a sign.

Second, signifier and signified are abstract meet#tities: The sign itself is a mental

construct, which happens in our heads. What digtaigs a mere combination of sounds or
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graphic marks from a sign is a mental, cognitivevég; hence the two components of the

sign, the signifier and the signified, must alsarmntal entities.

Third, the signified is not referent: The referensomething other than the sign, which the
sign points to or stands for: an object in the dpthe signified on the other hand, is an
aspect of the sign, a pure abstraction, and a pbnEeurthly, the link between the signifier
and signified is arbitrary: there is no inherentl mecessary reason that the sound-image or
graphic-image for example ‘cat’ should automaticailvoke the general concept of ‘catness’

or vice versa. The signified ‘catness’ can haveogignifier.

Therefore, the connection between the signifier sigdified is arbitrary means that it is
purely a matter of historical accident; there ishimg in the language system itself which
would prohibit the possibility that, if history hdmeen a little bit different, we would now
associate different signifiers with the conceptcatness,or different signifieds with the

sound-imageat (Ibid: 36).

Concerning the arbitrariness of the relations betwie signifier and the signified, Saussure
distinguished symbols from signs. For him, symlais subcategory of signs, and are not

completely arbitrary. As he wrote,

One characteristics of the symbol is that it isarewholly arbitrary; it is not
empty, for there is the rudiment of a natural bdedween the signifier and
signified. The symbol of justice, a pair of scalesuld not be replaced by just

any other symbol such as a chariot (Saussure, dig&bin Berger, 2000: 38).

Therefore, what is important to keep in mind isttlsgmbols have enormous significance in

our lives and play an important role in our thirkiand behavior. Taking symbols to analyze
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what they represent in society and their meaniragrreerit for studies using semiotic analysis

because they are connected to the social as witledsgal cultures.

Peirce: While Swiss linguist Ferdinand de Saussure wasrit#sg a sigmas the combination
of the signifierand signified American philosopher, Charles Sanders Peirce waeddhe
term semiotics (Rayner et.al, 2004) and indepetyei@veloped his triadic modelf the
sign(Griffin, 2012). Peirce suggested that a si@s kthree components: the objettte
representamerand the interpretant. Object is something beyordsign to which the sign

refers. This referent is often a physical objeat,ihay be an action or an idea.

Representamen is the form that the sign takes|asita what Saussure called the signifier
Interpretant is the sense of the sign made in tive rof the interpreter, related to what
Saussure called the signifi€@riffin, 2012:340). The representamand the interpretarare
similar to the signifieland the signifiedWhat stands out is Peirce’s addition of the object.
The Saussure’s model, with its emphasis on intestrattures within a sign system, can be
seen as supporting the notion that language daesailect” reality but rather constructs it.
Earlier, we have pointed out some of the signifoteanof the constructionist approach to

representation and his model can support the sificBality in this aspect.

Peirce’s semiotic triangle has become the countattel to Saussure’s dichotomy signified/
signifier (Neumuller, 2001: 21). While Saussurg/stem needs an active sendésignals to

make the semiotic process work, Peirce’s semigsizcéss of signification) can be applied
to phenomena that have no sender, such as nagmgitams of an illness that can be

detected and interpreted by a medic.
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In contrast to Saussure’s self-contained two-termedel of sign (sign as an arbitrary
relation of signifier and signified), Peirce offdrea triadic relation between the
representamen, the interpretaarid the object. Peirce identified a triangular trefteship
between the sign, the user, and the external yesdinecessary model for studying meaning.

Pierce explained his model simply:

A sign is something which stands to somebody fonetbing in some respect
or capacity. It addresses somebody, creates inmine of that person an
equivalent sign, or perhaps a more developed Jiga.sign which it creates |
call theinterpretantof the first sign. The sign stands for somethitgypbject
quoted in (Fiske, 1990: 42iting Zeman, 1977).

The similarity between Saussure and Pierce is thay both seek meaning in structural
relationship, but Saussure considers a new rektiprbetween sign and other signs in the
same system. Thus the meaning of the sign mant&ndi@ed by how it is differentiated
from other signs (Fiske, 1990: 45). This system ddference connects semiotics to
structuralism which believes many meanings produbgdtheir difference from other

elements in the system.

Barthes: One of the key theorists of semiotics, RolandtiBzs, developed the ideas of
Saussure and tried to apply the study of signs nhooadly. Barthes included fashion,
photography, literature, magazines and music antosgnany interests Stokes (2003:72)
citing Barthes (1973: 184). Therefore, Barthesisgas is significant to this study because
of two important reasons. One is, he engaged ifyeygphis semiotic analysis to the images,
and the second one is for his concept of myth. @rnes central preoccupations is “how does
meaning get into the image”. That is the key tmisécs. It is about how the producer of an
image makes it mean something and how we, as i®agitrmeaning out.
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Thus, it is not always the case that the readey e same meaning out of something that
the producer put in. Barthes claim, semiotics asddventure with the goal of interpreting
both verbal and nonverbal sigrtidowever, Barthes was mainly interested in the ndvale
side, multifaceted visual signs just waiting torbad (Griffin, 2012: 332). He was interested
in signs that are seemingly straightforward butséhasubtly communicate ideological or
connotative meaning and perpetuate the dominaniesabf society. Because they are
deceptive, they can be applied to the interpretataf ideological values used in

representation of crime in media in this study.

According to Barthes, ideological signs enlist supgdor the status quo by transforming
history into nature pretending that current condisi are the natural order of things. Because
one of the objectives of this study is to expldre tdeological stance of the producers of
crime stories therefore, the notion of Barthes lidgical signs has a significance to apply to

the interpretations of the images or signs of crime

Barthes, approach provides great insight into the of signs, particularly
those channeled through the mass media. He latestitied the term
connotatiorto label the ideological baggage that signs cdarnys, myth is the

connotative meaning that signs carry wherever gee¢Griffin, 2012: 333).

Barthes argues that the main way myths work isatumlize history. He used the term
“myth” to describe the situation where latent atden meaning accepted as ‘natural’ and *
normal’ in helping us to make sense of the woHthwever, myths appear as universal truths
and embedded in common-sense are cultural consimacserving particular interests. For
Barthes, myth makes particular world views natarad unchallengeable. In modern society,

he argues, myths primarily serve the interests abitalism and bourgeois ideology,

39



promoting as obvious, taken for granted and inbletaSomething that is ideological is made

into common sense through the process of mythiesgmtation.

As mythic representation is seen as self-evidentisiseldom questioned (Williams,
2003:154). He identified how signs were organiz&d particular systems or codes, which
provided them with meaning. These codes are cetdrahy culture, and learning them is
essential for communication in society. Howeverthat same time they are not neutral or
value free. It is significant to show the relatiogtween Saussure’s language and Barthes’s

myth in how they approach meaning.

2.2.2.1. Saussure and Barthes: Language and Myth

Saussure dismissed the notion that language opexdtan its own. Meanings do not evolve
in any natural or unique way. For him, the choi€a given slice of sound to name a given
idea is arbitrary. Language is a system of indepenterms in which the value of each term
results solely from the simultaneous presence ef dther (Laughy, 20007:55). Barthes
develops Saussure’s notion that meanings do ngtiirafer to real things; and accordingly,

meanings can develop beyond their linguistic priopeiand take on the status of myths.

Saussure’s signifier and signified is replaced timeo terms in Barthes myth. For example,
most of the mythical meanings that we attachiat are negative, because most of us dislike
or fear the ‘real creature which the word signifiéke distinction between language and
myth is sometimes equated to the distinction betvemnotation and connotation. Denotation
is similar to the dictionary definition of a sigognnotation by contrast refers to the wider
social and cultural meanings attached to a sigosThat denotes rodent; it connotes much

more (dirt, disease), and so on.
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The point of departure in media semiotics is thadia content is not reality itself, but a
representation and an imitation of reality. In thegepresentations, signs and codes are
combined in a structured way to convey specific miegs the media wish to distribute about
reality. The media are thus a symbolic form of esgron similar to other forms of symbolic
expressions (Fourie, 2001). The aim of media skesids to sharpen our critical awareness
of the ways in which the media reflect, represet imitate reality or aspects of reality with
the purpose of conveying specific meaning usuallysupport of an underlying ideology.
Therefore, the concept of myths helps to understatadhemes of mass mediated texts in

representations of images in media.

The other semiotician was Umberto Eco (1976), afiah man whom Berger (2005: 13)
cites for his concern with signs and truth and $uiaggested that if signs can be used to tell
the truth, they can also be used to tell lies. Bartberto Eco, semiotics concerned with
everything that can be taken as a sign. A sigvésyehing which can be taken significantly
substituted for something else. This something étses not necessarily exist or actually be

somewhere at the moment in which a sign stands. for

Thus, semiotics is in principle, the disciplinedstung everything which can be used in order
to tell lies. If something cannot be used to telles, conversely it cannot be used to tell the
truth; it cannot be used “to tell” at all. Berdg®@®05) further develops Eco’s theory and put
forward that we live in a world full of signs thatislead, and many of us spend a good deal
of effort trying to determine whether or not we ned. Much of this lies with signs is
relatively harmless, but in some cases, it can &g \dangerous. As a result, if signs
communicate and used to generate meaning in thetgoit is important to make clear how

these signs work within a systems.
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2.2.2.2. Signs and systems

Signs are organized into different structures te giertain meanings based on the codes or
systems in which they are used. Conventions irstizéety regulate the way this signs are
used to mean. With regard to codes, Fourie (200d)eal that we including the media
communicate with signs. Signs are combined accgrttirihe rules of codes. With the use of
signs and codes we convey meaning. Semiotics ssttfrmiscience of signs and codes, and the

meaning they convey.

Meaning is generated not only from the raw mateasfadigns and the relationships between
the signifier and the referent, but also from tleéationship between various signs. The
relationship between signs is determined and dicebly codes. A code is therefore, a group
of signs and the rules for their use (Fourie, 20839) and (Thwaitegt.al, 1994: 39).
Accordingly in practice, a sign is capable of t@kion many different meanings. This
depends on the code or sub-system within whiclts iised and interpreted. Codes also
provide positions from which it is possible to spea to mean. Fiske (1990:64) view codes
as the systems in which signs are organized. Thgstems are governed by rules for all

members of the community using that code.

Thus, codes emphasize the social dimension of conwation. Codes are highly complex

patterns of associations that all members of angaaiety and culture learn. They are the
secret structures in people’s minds; affect thesadmat individuals interpret the signs and
symbols they find in the media and the ways theg. IFrom this perspective, to be socialized
and to be a member of a culture means, to be taughimber of codes, most of which are

quit specific to a person’s social class, geogm@jigation ethnic group, and so on (Berger,
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2005: 30). It is more important within this issuet to forget that for misunderstandings to

arise between those who create television progeardghose who watch them.

Umberto Eco (1972) cited in Berger (2005) has ssiggkthat ‘aberrant decoding’ is the rule
in the mass media. This is because different pelophg different codes to given messages,
and thus interprets the messages in different wagsordingly Eco, in (Berger, 2005) puts
it:
Codes and sub codes are applied to the messaghe ilight of a general
framework of cultural references, which constituties receiver’s patrimony

of knowledge: his ideological, ethical, religioustarsd points, his
psychological attitudes, his tastes, his valueesyst(p. 31).

According to this view, transmitters of messagesndp in certain social class, educational
level, political ideologies, world views and ethasay differ from the codes of their
audiences. This difference may lead to decode thesage in different way from the
encoders intended meaning, and interpret the mess#wey receive from their own

perspectives.

In line with signs and systems, especially with tiaion of system of difference, it is
important to consider issue dbinary opposition” which is introduced by the social
anthropologist Claude Levi Strauss. By binary ojipms the meaning of something depends
on its opposite. Accordingly, ‘good’ and the meanof the concept good depend on ‘bad’
and the meaning of bad (Fourie, 2001: 172). For, happlying the method of binary
oppositions in television genres, such as soapagpsituation comedies, and police dramas
has shown how the genres constantly handle bingpositions such as good/bad,

right/wrong, hero/villain and the values which sdgiattach to these oppositions.
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This can be related to Wykes (2001) argument wisiettes “crime news mobilizes the
extremes of value judgment” since it is about gaad bad, innocent and guilty, heroes and

villains, victims and abusers’. It is the site off mational conscience and moral codes.

As we discussed so far, a linguistic sign is defias a union of signifier and signified and
for semiotics too, sign is a sum totalsafnifier and signified (Tyson, 2006: 218). However
semiotics expands the signifier to include objegestures, activities, sounds and images; in
short, anything that can be perceived by the sei@early, semiotics gives the signifier a
wide range of possibilities and so there are themmgnized classes of signs which are

introduced by Peirce and these are: index, icoth,sgmbol.

2.2.2.3. Index, Icon and Symbol

An index is a sign in which the signifier has a concreteiseh relationship to the signified.
For example, smoke signifies fire; a knock on tberdsignifies that someone is there. An
icon is a sign in which the signifier physically reseewlthe signified. For example, a
painting is an icon to the extent that the picttesembles the subject it represents. Fourie
(2001) suggested that, because of the directlytiitdrie resemblance between an iconic
sign and its referent, it is possible that thepieeit will treat the iconic sign as a real thing,
especially in film and television. The photograph éxample re-presents its subject more or

less faithfully and thus it is the least arbitraryconventional type of sign.

Fourie (2001:349) further claims that, because ldirt iconic nature or recognizable
representation of reality, television images createillusory reality which most viewers
experience as a correct version or the truth. @nother hand, according to Fourie (2001),

the meanings of symbols are culturally determined that people belonging to a particular
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culture learn these meanings. Thus, we can saydyisimore meaningful when we add our

cultural values to the symbol that we read froniverg material.

Accordingly, language is an example of a symbalgn system. Here, we must not forget
Saussure’s idea that for example, the sound imelgair” refers to the idea of ‘chair’ only

because speakers have agreed to use it that wale ¥hoke is an index of fire and a
realistic painting of fire is an icon of fire, teord fireis a symbol of fire. There is no quality
of fire inherent in the word fiteOf the three kinds of signs, only the symbol isatter of

interpretation.

Peirce offers an exhaustive and exhaustimgsdication of all aspects of semiosis, but
as (Childs & Fowler, 2006 ) suggest, most of Herms are now neglected except those
describing the relation between the sign atslobject. Peirce differs from Saussure in
allowing a greater role for motivated linkage. Bles the arbitrary ‘symbol’, he describes the
‘icon’ (linked through resemblance) and the ‘indexth causal linkage (Ibid: 213). These
terms are now often applied to the signifier/sigrifpair. Although Peirce may offer more

scope as a critical tool, Saussure has exercigegrdater influence.

While Peirce’s logic was neglected, Saussure’alisteges flourished, and drew his semiotics
along with it. A crucial factor for this was thesei of Structuralism. Structuralism is
concerned with the linguistic structures that upderenable and govern meaning (Procter,
2004).Structuralism and semiotics, as they imposed literary studies, were often
indistinguishable. Semiotics concentrated on prodaoc of meaning rather than its

communication.
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According to Hill and Fenner (2010:54), structuralism exptoregow human culture is
understood as a system of signs reflecting deeptstes. It shapes the common sense ways
in which we interpret texts; and it is closely tehto semiotics in that it views society as a
system or code. Hartley (2002) states that eanlicttralism was distinguished by the use of
Saussurian linguistics and its terminology: esplcthe notions of signifier and signified;
langue (language) and parole(speaking) synchronic and diachronic; paradigmatic and
syntagmatic. Structuralism was dedicated to showow such structures were to be found in

all kinds of cultural activity.

Therefore, it is important to make clear aboutagagmatic and syntagmatic analysis of
which (Berger, 2000:46) discussed in relation togleage structures. The paradigmatic
analysis of texts concerns itself with how oppaosis hidden in the text generate meaning,
whereas syntagmatic analysis focuses on the seguémyvents in a text and how the orders

of events generate meaning.

Roland Barthes’s element of semiotics extends thes&irian base, and gives a greater role
to inspiration and expresses doubts about binafsmthe other hand, Umberto Eco’s theory
of semiotics (Childs and Fowler, 2006) actualizes potential dynamism of Peirce and the
social hints of Saussure. It emphasizes processighr what Eco calls “the mobility of
semantic space”. Codes are subject to change irttusegh under coding, the simplification
of unfamiliar systems, and through over coding,atidition of extra signifying rules that are

crucial in stylistic or ideological elaboration.

Moreover, Tyson (2006) articulates that as stradized enterprise, semiotics will analyze a

sign system by focusing on a group of similar otgjetor example, billboards or pictorial
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magazine ads or restaurant menus synchronicallygaten moment in time. To analyze the
semiotics of food as it is expressed in restauraus, for example, one would not examine
menus from a single restaurant as they have chaoygdtime diachronically. Instead, it is

possible to examine a large number of menus pratlbgaifferent restaurants at the same

point in time synchronically in order to discoveeir semiotic codes.

For Saussure, synchronic means analytic and diachneeans historical. So, the synchronic
study of a text looks at the relationships thaseamong its elements, and a diachronic study
looks at the way the narrative evolves. Concertiegdifference between the two, Laughy
(2007) states that synchronic analysis as it eegltanguage as a system at a given moment
in time, and diachronic analysis as it exploreargyiage system as it evolves over a period
of time. In contrast to this, Sturrock, (1979)geditin (Laughy, 2007) argues that structuralism
is necessary synchronic. He puts that structuraissooncerned to study particular systems
or structures under artificial and historical cdiwgtis, neglecting the systems or structures
out of which they have emerged. For Sturrock tleegfstructuralism focuses on the study of

structures to explain their present function.

Hyperreality and Intertextuality: it is important to include these two main concepis

concepts of hyperreality and intertexuality becaitise believed that they are significant to
the constructionist approach claim of multi-facetedlities. Berger (2005:14) cites Jean
Baudrillard for his argument that reality has beeplaced by what he calls hyperreality,
which suggests that the sign is now more importiaah what it stands for. Hyperreality is

associated especially with cultural tendenciesaptkvailing sensibility.
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On the other hand, intertexuality refers to the instexts (consciously or unconsciously) of
material from otherpreviously created texts. For example, a kind aofsctous intertexuality
takes place when screen writers or film directarsate scenes that are recognizable as

“quotations” from other films.

Unconscious intertexuality involves textual matlsriaf many kinds (plots, themes, kinds of
characters) that become common currency, pervadiltigres and finding their way into new
texts without the creators being aware of it. EBer(R000) also discusses the concept of
intertexuality as it deals with the relation betwéexts and is used to show how texts borrow
from one another, and for him, many texts borroyligtc elements from other texts or even

use characters from other texts.

To have an understanding of the concept of semtbgory, and illustrate how it can be
applied to analyze representations of crime in medow it is significant to articulate a bit
about signs of crime which are very essential paldrly in the process of the construction of

the events of crime in the media.

2.2.2.4. Signs of crime

The investigative technologies as practices to igeaenformation and knowledge is the
sense that detectives are essentially engageging tto determine what particular objects
and acts tell them about how and why the crimsulgect to investigation. These objects and
acts can be thought of as signs (Innes, 20003:80784f properly decoded, these signs
become signifiers, providing enhanced informatibow some aspect of the crime and its

participants (the signifieds).
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According to Innes, five types of investigativersiger can be identified: First, ‘signifiers of
crime connotatively and denotatively encode meanmetated to understanding some aspect
of the circumstances of the crime event. The secmedare ‘signifiers of intent’. These are
objects and behaviors that can be construed asaitwds of the motivational state of the

suspect at the time of committing the offense.

Thirdly, ‘signifiers of criminality, those items drehavior that can from the police’s point of
view be used to suggest that a particular indivickianvolved in crime generally. The fourth
are ‘signifiers of guilty’, and are stronger verssoof the signifiers of criminality which, if

decoded, can be used by detectives to objectiveSubjectively implicate a suspect in the

commission of the crime under investigation.

The fifth are ‘exculpatory signifiers’, items or leeviors that suggest an individual either
cannot or may not have been involved in the offemsier investigation. According to Innes,
the interpretation of various signifiers can be stamed as a situated and stylized form of
applied semiotic analysis. For example, the anglgsd processing of a corpse is a form of
semiotic work. The violence inscribed onto the badyhe form of wounds is interpreted as
symptoms of the fatal interaction, which if decodedrectly, will become signifier allowing
the investigators to know much about the interaeticdynamics of the fatal assault and

possibly the identity of the person responsible.

2.2.2.5. Criticisms on semiotics

One of the criticisms of semiotic analysis is i& doncern for the relationship of elements
and production of meaning in a text that it ignoties quality of the work itself (Berger,

2005: 34-5). Semiotics is not really concernechvaitt, rather with meaning and modes of
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cognition. Another problem with semiotic analygspecially of television or televised texts,
is that strong theoretical foundation is lackingtttvould facilitate work in this area. Most of

the work done in semiotics in recent years has beanerned with film, not television.

On the other hand, there are some critics who ck#miology as only capable of offering
impressionistic insights into the construction aefdaning, and hence there is no guarantee that
different analysts will produce similar accounta@@r and Gaskell, 2000: 239). In addition,
some readings, both denotations and connotatiofishevmuch universal, while others will

be more idiosyncratic. Here, what will be most impot to the analyst are not the

idiosyncratic, but the culturally shared assocragiand myths that readers employ.

According to Geraghty cited in (Curran and Gurdvyit2000), semiotics criticized for
promoting too narrow a focus on texts and for beiog hermetically sealed in its own
systems to allow for analysis of the process aohisal change. It is also noticed that, since
the quality of the analysis is highly dependentlom skill of the analyst, there is a tendency

to be subjective.

For some critics, (Griffin, 2012: 352-3) connotatisystems are not always ideological, and
inevitably support the values of the dominant classere are significant semiotic systems
that suggest divergent perspectives or supportnalige voices. To some students of
signification, Barthes’ monolithic Marxist approatth mythmaking borders on conspiracy
theory. These interpreters are unwilling to acct@ idea that all representation is a
capitalistic plot. Whether or not we accept Bartbksm that all connotative signs reinforce
dominant values, his semiotic approach to imag@eains a core theoretical perspective

for a wide variety of communication scholars, pararly those who emphasize media and
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culture. For example, cultural studies experta8ttiall builds directly on Barthes’ analysis

of myth to establish his critique of the “hegemdmtfects of mass communication.

2.2.3. Marxist notion of Dominant Ideology

Ideology is a system of social beliefs: a closelyamized system of beliefs, values, and ideas
forming the basis of a social, economic, or pditiphilosophy or program; or meaningful

belief systems that shapes the way a person ocowpguch as social class thinks acts and
understands the world (Encarta English Dictionalgg@ology can be understood as sets of
ideas which give some account of the social wartdially a partial and selective one (Briggs
and Cobley, 2002:308). The relationships of thekas or values are the way power is

distributed socially.

According to Burton (2005:63), representations giuestance to ideology. Textual analysis
reveals ideology in action. Representations tendefi@ct the ideological positions of the
times in which they are created. Sometimes thoectmns are of contradictions between

one ideological position and another, or of kinfistallenge to the ideological status quo.

Similarly, Croteau & Hoynes (2003) advocate thatimeepresentations are intertwined with
guestions of power and ideology; because the psogkgiving meaning to events suggests
that there are multiple definitions of reality. Medare places where certain ideas are

circulated as the truth, effectively marginalizimgdismissing competing truth claims.

On the other hand, Croteau & Hoynes (2003: 162p@se that ideological analysis often
goes hand in hand with political advocacy as @itise their detection of distorted messages
to make their own ideological points, exploring tlieologies of media can be tricky.

However, ideological analysis provides a windowootfite broader ideological debates going
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on in society. It allows us to see what kinds @asl circulate through media texts, how they

are constructed, how they change over time, andttiey are being challenged.

Marx’s core idea was the dichotomy between the ébaghich represents the economic
system or mode of production (for example, medw)ich is found in a given society,

whereas the ‘superstructure’ represents institatiand values of a given society (Berger,
2005: 46). The main idea is that the economic sirecof society always furnishes the real

basis the ultimate explanation of the superstrectur

Critical media research was born out of a traditidnch believed that the ideological role of
the media was important. Original Marxist theogpesposed that the existence of a dominant
ideology favored ruling-class interests. Therefperpetuated the class system believed to be

crucial in an understanding of how the powerfuairepower.

In the classical Marxist view, social change wagplaxed by the struggle between
competing and antagonistic forces in the socidty, haves’ and the ‘have not’s. A division
based on economic power. The haves were the badsrgaod the have-nots were the
proletariat or the working classes. However, Magxar completed a comprehensive study of
the role of the communication and media industhes work locates the role of mass media
in the context of the operation of capitalist ecoyp and emphasizes the relationship
between economy and communication and culture @i, 2003:36-7). For that reason, on

behalf of Marx and his followers:

The ideas of the ruling class are, in every age rtiing ideas: i.e. the class,
which is the dominant material force in society,as the same time its

dominant intellectual force. The class which has theans of material
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production at its disposal has control at the sdme over the means of
mental production (Williams, 2003: 37, citing Mard Engels, 1974: 64-5).

Accordingly, the dominant material force could he tnedia itself. The dominant intellectual
force is the ideology that spread from through thedia to the society. Hence, the class
which owns the media, controls over means of prbon®f ideas necessarily dominates the

means of meaning making.

The classical framework for theorizing and concaliting ideology arises from critical
Marxist theories of culture and society. Within Miat theory, however, there are wide

ranges of varying perspectives on culture and wtpol

2.2.3.1. Neo-Marxist approaches and concept ofdlbgy

Contemporary neo- Marxist theory is best illustialby the works of Althusser and Gramsci
(Fourie, 2001). They argue that the superstruadfirgociety has some degree of autonomy
from its economic base. But, the relationship betwileas, economic and class interests is

not straightforward.

Althusser developed the concept of IdeologicaleéSapparatuses (ISA) and Repressive State
Apparatuses (RSA). Media was one of the Apparatudesdrew his attention to how the
media and other Ideological State Apparatuses asdlamily, language, education, church,
politics and (RSA) which include defense force, jildiciary, and the police force function
to propagate social conformity, influencing peogleéhavior and thoughts and reproduce the
dominant ideology(Williams, 2003:148 & Fourie, 20B71 citing Gurevitctet al1982.

All such institutions reproduce everyday repres@mia, meanings and activities the idea

which Gramsci ascribed to the media
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Althusser was a Marxist theorist with a structwstaieaning (Lechte, 1994however,as Hall
notes in Laughy (2007), Althusser's approach wagenspphisticated than the classical
Marxist notion of top-down ‘false consciousness’iethsuggests that ideology is imposed

‘from above’ by elite powers upon the unknowing sess

Althusser generates wide ranges of views about evig=ology is launched and how it is
used as a social control. According to Althuss&7() as cited in Fourie (2003), the first
central tenet is that all social and cultural forofisexpression propagate social norms and
values intended as mechanisms of social controliléAgresenting themselves as socially
neutral and objective, these norms and values deelagically determined to serve the

interests of those who posses social power.

The second central concept in Althusser theoryhat ideology always has a material
existence and is inscribed within the ISA and rscfices. Ideology is the medium through
which people experience the world. It provides fteanework for understanding through
which human beings interpret and make sense of teelity. Ideology is thus, an essential
element of every social formation; and is definedieed relations between human beings

and the world.

Althusser shared the view of (Fiske, 1987) to fertblaborate his idea that, individuals are
all constituted as subjects in and subject to mgpby the ISA which not only constitute the
sense of the world for us, but also comprise onss®f ourselves, our sense of identity and
our sense of our relations to other people, toetpan general (Fourie 2003: 371). For

Althusser, all ideology functions to constitute iiduals as subjects, which is a social
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construction, not a natural one. All forms of sbeiad cultural expression play an important

role in construction of the subject, i.e. in thproeluction of ideology in people.

A third central tenet of Althusser theory was himtention that ideology is not simply a set
of illusions, but a system of representations althatcircumstances in which people live.
Thus, within Althusserian framework, all social aadltural forms of expression play an
important role in the functioning of the social fmation, and essentially operate through

ideology (p. 372).

Consequently, the effectiveness of social and rllforms of expression does not lie in an
imposed false consciousness or in changing atstutlat in the unconscious categories
through which conditions are represented and espeed. The power of the social and
cultural forms of expression is then not simply teabin their economic bases, but in

ideology.

According to Fourei (2003: 373), Althusser theorsoypded an important theoretical
foundation for the study of communication by foagsiattention on individuals as social
subjects who both construct and are constructeslybiems of representation. Larrain states
in (Morley & Chen, 1996: 47) that together with eththeorists who share the concept of
Althusser, Laclau and Hall criticize the notion fafse consciousness and start from the
premise that it is not the subject that produceslay as ideas but it is ideology, conceived

as a material instance of practices andalgtuthat constitutes the subject.

2.2.3.2. Hegemony

Antonio Gramsci focused on Marxist concept of idgglin relation to the role and power of

the mass media in influencing meaning productidineoretical concept that animates the
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study of the media is ideology (Croteau & Hoyndé¥)3. Gramsci argued that ruling groups
can maintain their power through force, conseng oombination of the two, and referred to

the hegemonic role of the media.

Hegemony refers to the process by which the rutiagses win approval for
their actions by consent rather than by coercioms Ts largely achieved
through social and cultural institutions such as thw, the family, the

education system and the mass media (Laughy: 2&)7:

According to the hegemonic perspective, all suclstititions reproduce everyday
representations, meanings and activities to renlderclass interests of those in power
apparently natural, inevitable and hence unargugaeeral interest with a claim on

everybody.

According to Williams (2003), media do not simpgproduce the views of the ruling class,
but are crucial sites for struggle between the ceting ideas and beliefs. Hegemonic groups
are effectively able to set the over-arching ietgtllal agenda in a given society and
manipulate dominant discourses. Hegemony theopisipose that ruling groups have an
advantage of closing meanings because they haveettessary power and influence to steer

meaning production towards their preferred undadstays of the world.

Gramsci’s theory of hegemony provides a more dynangw of the institutional role and
practices of the media than Althusser's Ideologistte Apparatuses. Unlike Althusser,
Gramsci emphasizes the notion of struggle (WilliarB803). Furthermore, Gramsci’s
hegemony stress on the idea of individuals are yawatensifying and responding to the

society and culture they live in, offers more plistec and complex model of ideology.
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Additionally, Hall underlines his point by definindeology asthose images, concepts and
premises which provide the frameworks through whiehrepresent, interpret, understand
and “make sense” of some aspect of social existefitall, 1981) cited in (Morley & Chen,

1996:48). Accordingly, he highlights three asp&étthis conception.

First, ideologies do not consist of isolated anubsate concepts. But, they articulate different
elements into a distinctive set or chain of measiinggecond, ideological statements are
made by individuals; but ideologies are not thedpod of individual consciousness or
intention. We formulate our intentions within idegy. ‘Third, ideologies “work” by

constructing for their subjects positions of idéagition and knowledge.

Both Laclau and Hall take Althusser idea that idgglinterpellates individuals as subjects,

as the basic explanation of how ideology works Wwhic

Ideologies are not really produced by individuahstousness but rather
individuals formulate their beliefs within positieralready fixed by ideology
as if they were their true producers. However,\itlials are not necessarily
recruited and constituted as subjects obedienheoruling class; the same
mechanism of interpellation operates when indivisluare recruited by
revolutionary ideologies (Morley and Chen: 1996).48

Althusser does not believe that the individual seHi-conscious autonomous one. Rather, he
views individuals as subjects constituted as altr@gypre-given structures. His concept of
‘interpellation’ describes the process by which iwidlals are constituted as subjects.
Ideology operates to do this. Individuals are ipédated through Ideological State
Apparatuses from which people gain their senseerftity as well as their understanding of
reality. He sees human beings as determined bygipes structures such as language, family

relations, cultural conventions and other sociaetds (Williams, 2003: 149)
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Furthermore, Laclau’'s key insight is that ideolegi@e made of elements and concepts
which have no necessary class belongingness anthés® constituent units of ideologies. In
Larrain’s understanding of the Laclau’s view in N&yrand Chen (1996: 48), there are no
‘pure’ ideologies which necessarily correspond éotan class interests. Every ideological

discourse articulates several interpellations atiatf which are class interpellations.

As Larrain argues, Hall is explicitly aware of Marcontribution and seeks to assess it.
Hence, the first problem he confronts is the natfréhe ‘distortion’ it apparently entails.
According to Hall, there is no fully developed themf ideology in Marx and there are

severe fluctuations in Marx’s use of the term.

Consequently, Hall critically examines the thematbases of the classical version. In spite
of showing the insufficiency and problematic natofeit, he proposes to be constructive,
especially in relation to the issue of distortioBesides, he aims to show that the
‘economic relations themselves cannot prescribengles fixed and unalterable way of
conceptualizing reality’ which can be expressed hwit different ideological
discourses’(lbid: 49). For Hall ‘hegemony’ is tigmlthe incorporation of the great majority

of people into broadly based relations of cult@w@sumption.

In Morley and Chen (1996: 162) Hall suggests begiemony is not a universally present
struggle; it is a conjuncture opolitics opened up by the conditions of awhed
capitalism, massommunication and culture. Nor is it limited to tigkeological struggle of
the ruling class bloc to win the consent of the seasto its definitions ofeality. But, it

encompasses the processes by which such a conseigtusbe achieved. It also depends
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upon the ability of the ruling bloc to secure itsoromic domination and establish its

political power. Hegemony is a matteraatrol rather than coercion or incorporation.

Accordingly to Hall, hegemongefines the limits within which we can struggleisithe field
of ‘common sensedr ‘popular consciousness’. It is the strugglatculate the position of

‘leadership’ within the social formation (Ibid)

To relate the theoretical concepts of ideology seahiotics,Hall along with other theorists
investigated the relationship between media analodgy through semiotic analysis of
systems of signification in texts (Laughy, 2007 tews meaning as a discursive process
that operates within a language system, loaded wméhblogical signification. Thus, media
institutions and the texts they generate are ingmbrideological dimensions through which

we make sense of the world.

Hall set out semiotics to understand the sensengagrocess by which media transmits
messages to their audiences. He extends this sertliebry of meaning construction to a
model of production and reception which is known tae Encoding/Decoding model.
Encoding operates within a set of professional s@ieh as technical competence and high
budget production values. These professional caglserate preferred meanings that
institutional/political/ideological order imprintad them and become institutionalized (Hall,

1980 cited in Laughy, 2007).

Accordingly, Hall identifies three categories agcoding through which audiences make
meaning of media messages. Firstly, an audiencebeemay adopt a dominant code which
accepts the preferred meanings intended by theder&oA second possibility is that an

audience member may adopt a negotiated code whickpts some of the preferred
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meanings but opposes others. Third, an audienceberemay completely disagree with the
preferred meanings of media producers, in whicle ¢hsy adopt an oppositional code and

‘decode’ the message in a globally contrary way.

As it was discussed in Rose (2001: 92) referringladl (1980), these preferred meanings or
ideologies become preferred readings when theynéeepreted by audiences in ways that

retain the institutional/political/ideological ondienprinted in them.

Finally I want to add Bauer and Gaskell's (200@adn relation to readers which states that,
the reader’s interpersonal freedom is dependenh upe number and identity of his/her
lexicons. The act of reading a text or an imagéhis a constructive process. Meaning is
generated in the interaction of the reader withrtteerial. The reader's meaning will vary

with the knowledge available to him/her throughergnce and contextual salience.
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Chapter Three: Research Methodology

In this chapter, the research approach the ressansied including data collection methods,
analytical tools applied to them, sapling strate@ied process and procedures of analysis are

discussed to give an insight to the methodologieaklopment used in the study.

3.1. Qualitative Research

This study employed a qualitative research. Qatal research is a situated activity that
locates the observer in the world. It consists eetof interpretive, material practices that
make the world visible. These practices transfonm world. They turn the world in to a

series of representations (Creswell, 200Qualitative researchers study meaning. The
quality of research into meanings and interpreforecesses cannot be assured simply
through following correct procedures. Interpretasicand meanings are situated. A method

applicable to one research situation will be inappate in another (Ezzy, 2002: 81).

The main objective of this research was studyingmrey constructed in representations of
crime in the media. Hence, qualitative researchraggh is preferred to achieve the goal of
this study. Yin (2011:8-9) forwards about five f@&s of qualitative research which are
summarized as follows: the first one is that gaéire research involves studying the
meaning of people’s lives, under real world comhsi. Second, qualitative research differs
because of its ability to represent the views aagectives of the participants in a study.
Therefore, the events and ideas emerging from tqtigk research can represent the
meanings given to real-life events by the peopleowlve them, not the values,

preconceptions, or meanings held by researcher&d,Tigualitative research covers
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contextual conditions, the social, institutionahdaenvironmental conditions within which
people’s lives take place. These contextual camubtimay strongly influence all human
events. Fourth, qualitative research is ndt ja diary or chronicle of everyday life.
On the contrary, it is driven by a desire to expliese events, through existing or emerging
concepts. Fifth, it strives to collect, integraé@d present data from a variety of sources of

evidence as part of any given study.

Additionally, Bauer and Gaskell (2000:14) arguattfualitative research is intrinsically a

more critical and potentially emancipatory formre$earch’. It aims to see through the eyes
of those being studied. It is seen as necessamnderstand the interpretations that social
actors (people themselves) have of the world, sxdus these interpretations that motivate
the behavior that creates the social world itSefierefore, the above mentioned qualities of
this approach influenced the researcher to empl@jitgtive approach to the subject of the

study.

3.2. Textual Analysis

Rayner et.al (2004: 9) describe textual analysisree of the cornerstones of media studies;
and defines as a process by which we can both Ir¢heainner workings of a text and
identify its significance in terms of the wider gdcand cultural issues to which it relates.
Textual analysis is sometimes called careful regdamd it is as important to a journalist as
good listening. Textual analysis is a method tlmahmunication researchers use to describe,
interpret, and evaluate the characteristice @corded message (Frey, Botan, Friedman,
& Kreps, 1991 Cited in lorio, 2004: 163-5). loriaggests that Mass media textual analysis

can be applied to any communications medium becphe®s, illustrations, graphics, and

62



video images can be reduced to textual summariesebanalysis. Textual analysis is an
invaluable qualitative method for understandingd aevaluating police and court records,

legislation, court opinions, and legal briefs.

Stokes (2003:56) suggests that analyzing textsataw you to investigate a wide range of
assumptions about the nature of media and culant#hcts. Studying media texts will
enable to discuss an infinite number of themes iaades. Stokes (2003) raises several
reasons for studying media texts as advantageobs: t€xts themselves are readily
accessible. Today, many media artifacts are avaifab purchase in different forms, making
it much easier to gain access to a wide rangext$ than ever before. The multiple forms
also make texts easy to see and analyze. Media #&&tpart of our world: they are social
phenomena and are often part of the debates aboigtys going on in the world, and this
makes them more topical and socially relevantuin giving a greater sense of relevance to
our work. Studying texts can improve our understagaf cultural life of how things mean
and meaning is one of the most important aspectseafia use. Hence, the researcher used

textual analysis to the study of television.

3.3. Semiotics as an analytical tool for the studyf text

According to Given (2008:807-9), semiotic reseacimotivated by a set of fundamental
assumptions about research and the world. He athaést is more important to focus on
how the world can come together as a coherent aahimgful whole and in the implicit and
explicit codes that allow this to happen. Accordmghe assumptions that were stated by

Given (2008) are summarized as follows.
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“The world is always talking to uandit is always rich in meaning”’Since we are always
searching for meaning in order to avoid genuinebtiowe are always drawing guidance and
affirmation from the world. According to (Given, @) semioticians go beyond the notion

that they make all the meaning they find, eitheglsi or collectively.

Additionally it is also stated thathe presence or absence of specific things oftere s&s
clues to the nature of reality'One good way to think of semiotic researchers isampare
them to detectives. Signs are often clues and symgptand omens of things. The job is to

find them in intelligent and creative ways.

The last assumption is thalthough semioticians assume the world can be wstded, we

do not necessarily assume that it can always beenstobd easily in human terms”
Semioticians try not to impose order on things.easlthey are things supposed to impose
order upon. Therefore, according to Given (2008)3%6miotics is important to qualitative
research mainly as a related discipline. For hfmqualitative researchers choose to employ
some of the perspectives listed above, the linke/d®n semiotics and qualitative research

might become more explicit overtime.

According to Stokes (2003), one of the key advaedayf semiotic analysis is that it demands
relatively few resources. It is possible to condactemiotic analysis of only one text or
image (although this is not necessarily recommendedtitionally, Stokes (2003) proposes
that semiotics breaks down the content of texts tinéir component parts and relates them to
broader discourses. Berger (2005: 5) also argues @éverything can be analyzed
semiotically; and semioticians see semiotics agjtieen of the interpretive sciences, and the

key that unlocks the meanings of all things great small.
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Semiotics has the advantage of generating whab@lifGeertz (1973) cited in Stokes (2003:
72), refers to as ‘thick descriptions’, meaninguesd and complex analyses. Furthermore,
the prominence of semiotics as a method is dueam fo the fact that it confronts the
guestion of how images make meanings head on. Ihot simply descriptive, as
compositional interpretation appears to be; norsdibegely on quantitative estimations of
significance, as content analysis (Rose, 2001:6Bjstead, it offers a very full box of
analytical tools for taking an image apart anditrgdow it works in relation to broader
systems of meaning. Therefore, it is more importarsay that semiotics has an advantage of
relating texts to the contexts in which both theducers and consumers of texts produce and

read the products of the media.

It is essential to add some points about semidgksa method in relation to ideology.
Ideology is knowledge that is constructed in sushyaas to legitimate unequal social power
relations; science, instead, is knowledge that alsvéhose inequalities. Ideology is those
representations that reflect the interests of polmeparticular, ideology works at the level of
our subjectivity which according to Williamson, theeaning made necessary by the

conditions of society while helping to perpetudtese conditions.

We feel a need to belong, to have a social ‘plate€an be hard to find. Instead we may be
given an imaginary one (Williamson, 1978) cited Rose (2001: 70). Rose states
Williamson’s use of the term imaginary as contragtihe imaginary with the real. She is
contrasting the imaginary social positions produdsdideology with the actual social

relations produced by capitalism as revealed bgnsgific knowledge and semiotics which is

concerned with the social effects of meaning.
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3.3.1. Choosing images for a semiological study

Semilogical studies require extensive knowledgethef type of images which the case
studies will examine. There is no concern amongiaegists to find images that are
statistically representative of a wider set of iesgas there is in content analysis. Images are
interpreted in close relation to semiological thygand discussion of particular images is

often directed at exemplifying analytical points.

Consequently very often, semiotics takes the fofrdatailed case studies of relatively few
images, and the case study stands or falls omatlytecal integrity and interest rather than on
its applicability to a wide range of material (Rp2601:73). In a similar way, it is stated that
in Bauer and Gaskell (2000), the choice of matemialan image will depend upon the
purpose of the study and the availability of theaemal. Therefore, in this study based on the
research questions posed, the researcher haseseimetges of criminals, victims and police,

as well as materials which are semiotically sigaifit in the portrayals.

3.3.2. Stages in Semiotic analysis

Stokes (2003: 73-5) provides us seven stagesalyang an image or text using semiotic

analysis which the researcher adopted to this study

I.  Defining your object/unit of analysis In this case the selection of the units of
analysis was based on the research questions @gfiect to the study thinking
that object of analysis should answer the reseguelstions.

Il. Gathering the texts based on the decision made on the selectidmeafinit of

analysis, audio and video texts are gathered.
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lll.  Describing the texts: the content of the texts or images are carefudlycdbed
to identify all of the elements of the image andalde each as precisely as
possible.

IV. Interpreting the texts: After describing the contents, the meanings and
implications of each separate sign are interpratdvidually or collectively in
relation to each other to generate possible additimeanings and implications.

V. Drawing out the cultural codes:for our purpose here, codes and conventions
that regulate all the images of crime stories t@ gneanings.

VI. Making generalizations: general statements are made about the images or
texts based on what they mean and how meaningngothe images.

VII. Making conclusions: in this respect, the analysis carried out used raegus
from theories to check whether the interpretatiomsde could answer the

research questions.

3.4. Marxist Analysis

Marxist method seeks to explain the manifest amehtaor coded reflections of modes of
material production, ideological values, class tretes and structures of social power
(Berger, 2005:49). Marxist method, in varying degref combination with structuralism and
semiotics, recently has provided an insightful wal tool for studying the political

signification in every facet of contemporary cuéuimcluding popular entertainment in TV
and films, music, religion and etc. The most frequtheme in Marxist is the way the
prevalent mode of production and ideology dominarg] this domination is perpetuated

both through overt propaganda in political rhetoriews reporting, advertising and public
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relations. The mass media are centrally importanthe spread of false consciousness, in

leading people to believe that “whatever is” igtig

The media as unwitting instruments of hegemonic idation have a much broader and
deeper influence (Berger, 2005: 61-62). Therefateen we interpret hegemonic content, we
must look very deeply into the work we are analgziend elicit from it not only its
ideological content but also its even more fundaalesthnological worldview generating

content.

To simplify, semiotic analysis can be applied tes thtudy because of the only fact that
semiotics is the science of signs. Saukko (2003) &€ates in broader theoretical terms, the
semiotic theory and method help researchers, edpem its reformulation of the Marxist
notion of dominant ideology, which was often inteted in terms of dominant ideas, which
‘becloud’ people’s understanding of social reakityd inequality. While semiotics studies
signs and their meaning, the media are a primeo$igtruggle for the sign. The ideological

struggle is also struggle for meaning (Tomase8@b4d).

Therefore, this study used Marxist analysis as &hote for the significance they have

together with semiotics. That is, semiotic analysiald be used to interpret the meanings of
the texts whereas Marxist analysis could be appbeghalyze the ideological values, views
and interests used in the representations. Theoperpf using the combination of the two is

to enhance credibility of the study.
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3.5. Interview

It is already stated in Stokes (2003:96) that dnthe criticisms of methods which focus on

texts is that they ignore the contexts of producemd consumption. As Stokes forwards,
sometimes the relationship between the text anprdducers is of interest. In such cases, it
is important to combine textual analysis with otapproaches. In this study therefore, the
main purpose of using interview is to challenge gestions that remained unanswered by

the two methods of analysis (semiotic and Marxistgsis).

Semi-structured interviews

Semi-structured interviews involve the intervieveeciding in advance what broad topics
are to be covered and what main questions are tshked (Miller & Brewer, 2003: 167-9).

Flexibility plays a key part in structuring the eénaiction. The interviewer may ask certain
major questions the same way each time, but may #leir sequence and probe for more
information. Dornyei (2007:123) also suggests thébhough there is a set of pre-prepared
guiding questions and prompts, the format is opeded and the interviewee is encouraged

to elaborate on the issue raised in an explorat@yner.

3.6. Methodological challenges

Despite its importance to the study of media andsv@mmunication, textual analysis has
its own limitations. For instance, if we have methats as our only object of analysis, the
conclusions we can make will be relevant only tosthtexts and not applicable to broader
society Stokes (2003). From textual analysis gldne not possible to make inferences

about the state of mind of the author. Textual ysisldoes not give up the secrets of the
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creator's intention: to find out what the produeéitor of a program intended, it is usually
necessary to ask them rather than assuming thededemeaning and giving only your own

interpretations. Hence, the researcher conductéct@nview with the producers of the text.

Stokes (2003) suggests that most forms of textnalysis require you to have repeated
access to your object of analysis, and that cammeconsuming. In this case, the researcher
has carefully planned and gave particular attentiothe time management of your project.
Some of the methods of textual analysis are alsie gubjective. Semiotic analysis is very
interpretive, and different readers do not alwayare the same interpretation. It does not
have to be reliable in the sense of being appled karge number of texts. As a result, the
expressions used in the analysis and interpretatiend to reflect the probability of more
possible realties by the use of hedging wordsdbfiteon, Stokes (2003: 54-5) suggests that a
good textual analysis depends on the persuasiverfighe argument, and this in turn often

depends on good writing skills.

Concerning the Marxist analysiBerger (2005:69-70) claims that applying Marxism fo
analyzing media is a question that continues tddimted. It is only in most departments that
Marxist philosophies, especially as the basestiatyaing media have many adherents. But,
Lyotard (1984) cited in Berger (2005) suggest ttiaan analyst finds the concepts of
Marxism useful and believes that they explain thitogtter than other perspectives, that
analyst should use them. Unless, he/she shouldagiprmedia analysis from other view
points. Thus, Marxist media analysis is believethecappropriate for this study, and used to

analyze the hegemonic roles of media in representaf crime in media.
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3.7. Sample size and time frame

A sample is a subset of the population elemends$ tbsults from a sampling strategy
(Dattalo, 2008:3-5). Ideally, a sample is selecisda representative of a population (i.e.,
elements accurately portray characteristics ofpibyulation).The police program in ETV is

a weekly program which has news stories and othegrams that are transmitted for an
hour. With concern to the time frame, the researsbkected a time from September, 2011 to

March, 2012 simply because he thought recent datddibe accessed.

3.8. Sampling strategies

Convenience sampling and purposive sampdirggused as strategy to select the samples. In
the case of convenience sampling, the researchktohase data available before March by
employing convenience sampling. It was because &g wnable to access data from the
library after March # of 2012. Convenience sampling involves selectimgadfor the

research that are available (or convenient) foistbdy.

The disadvantage, as with all non random sampleghrtiques, including convenience
sampling is the lack of representativeness of tkeernl population (Vanderstoep &
Johnston, 2009:27). In this case, because senadnttysis can be applied to a single text,
representativeness of the sample, the researclenataconcerned about it. Additionally,
the researcher had to empl®uyrposive sampling based on research questions and the
content of the texts. Purposive sampling involves tise of the researcher’'s knowledge of
the population in terms of research goals (Datta@)5: 6). In this study, elements are
selected based on the researcher’'s judgment tegtwhll provide access to the desired

information.
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Therefore, according to the sampling strategiesl@ysg, one program from September,
2011, three programs from October, 2011, two progrdrom November, 2011, two
programs from December, 2011, one program from algn2012, two programs from

February, 2012 and one program from March, 2012 wselected to be analyzed.

From these programs, the researcher used textsvénattheoretically and methodologically
believed to reveal different meanings and dimerssiohinterpretations. Stories containing
cases of crimes, criminals and victims images a$ agepolice, and stories furnished with
images of police and policing, crime control aneévantion strategies were purposively
selected. Accordingly, twenty eight (28) stories selected and used in the analysis based on
the dimensions of interpretations they could geeeby the use of semiotic and Marxist

methods of analysis.

3.9. Unit of analysis

The subjects and data sources for this study wel® and video texts available at Ethiopia
Radio and Television Agency (ERTA) library. The guoers of these audio and video texts
are also one of the data sources with whom interwvias conducted. Therefore, the subject
of the study from which data collected is simplgiadvisual texts of police program and the

producers of the program.

3.10. Data coding and analytical categories

Coding is the process of defining what tteta are all about (Charmaz, 1995) cited in
Ezzy, 2002: 86). Coding in thematic analysishe process of identifying themes or

concepts that are in the data. Accordingly, theassher attempted to build an account of
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what has been observed and recorded. Thematicsaalyns to identify themes within the
data. Data were analyzed through thematic analy$iematic analysis is more inductive
because the categories into which themes béllsorted are not decided prior to coding

the data.

Codes are tags or labels that are attached t@théata (Denscombe, 2007). The idea was to
develop themes and to work out how they were relate each other within the data.
Thematic analysis is a search for themes that eeesdeing important to the description of
the phenomenon (Daly, Kellehear & Gliksman, 199#®dcin (Fereday and Muir-Cochrane,
2006:4).They also state that the process involves itlentification of themes through
“careful reading and re-reading of the data”. Adtogly, data coded generally for meaning

and themes were identified based on coding.

Accordingly, the researcher has coded to categtinzelata gathered through textual reading
and interview to form or develop themes for thedgturhe codes used for categorization of
data are based on research objectives and resqasstions. Therefore, data collected
through reading texts portrayed and conducting raerview are categorized into certain

categories to develop themes.

1. Types of stories:-it was a category used to idemi#ws from other programs and
coded as (news stories and narrative stories).

2. Focus of the story: - it refers to topic on whidte tstory constructed and this was
coded as (story about crime, police, policing, anche control and prevention issue).

3. Types and nature of crime events portrayed: - lised to combine and analyze

crimes of the same nature together in order to Idpveheir common themes and
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these were coded as (e.g. crime of rape, burglawyder, deception, and illegal
human trafficking or immigration).

4. Presentation of stories: - it is concerned with hounes committed were portrayed
in television and the coding used was (images fe#fnalers, victims, properties, and
police, and justice)

5. The subject matter of the stories: - this was codedthe (objective of a story
transmitted, how it was structured, the meaninthefstories, images or signs used to
generate meaning).

6. The ideological values of the stories: - it wadlex as, what and whose ideological
interest does television tend to portray evenixiofie.

7. Implications of the portrayals: - it is about wietaused by the stories and coded as

(moral panic and stereotypes).

3.11. The process and procedures of analysis

Based on the research objectives, data collectexigh textual readings and interview.
Then, stories were translated and semiotic analigis been applied to analyze the
expressions and images using them as signs ofisggion or meaning. The structure of the
stories, including the leads, expressions used,irtteges portrayed are separately and
collectively seen to generate different possibleamiggs using different sign systems or
structures that are used to produce different nmggnof texts. Therefore, data containing
narrative stories and video-images were analyzedlation to each other. Marxist approach

was also used to analyze the ideological dimensbiise stories.
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3.12. Trustworthiness of the data

Lincoln and Guba (1985) propose that the conveatiomeasures of research rigor, namely
validity, reliability and objectivity, appear to bmappropriate in qualitative research.
Instead, they suggest that more appropriate @itshould include the measures of
credibility, transferability, dependability and dormability. These four measures were

adopted for ensuring trustworthiness of the study.

According to Lincoln and Guba (1985), the most @li@chnique for establishing credibility
of the evidence is by checking data analytic caiegp interpretations and conclusions.
Within the construct of transferability, the resgar must argue that his findings will be

useful to others in similar situations, with simitesearch questions or questions of practice.

The dependability of a study centers on the validit processes used to arrive at the
conclusions made (Lincoln & Guba, 1985). The témphe used to enhance the dependability

of this study has been to stick to the researcktores, objectives and methods of the study.

Conformability captures the traditional concepbbjectivity and the researcher needs to ask
whether the findings of the study could be confidribg another. To ensure conformability of

the study, the researcher has discussed the méolgozid aspects of the study in depth.
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Chapter Four: Data Analysis and Presentations

Ethiopian television’s police program composes nang other narrative stories of crime. In
these stories, criminals, victims, police officeas,well as courts or criminal justice systems
were the focus of the analysis. Regarding storadated to crime control, community
policing strategy was emphasized in the analysise Pprocess of news construction,
especially, sources of news, news selection ands nedues, including their ideological

significance were also analyzed.

Additionally, images of crimes in the news stor@@sl other narratives were used together to
be analyzed using semiotic and Marxist methodsnalysis. Therefore, images of crimes
that accompany the news and other narratives weakyzed and interpreted using semiotic

approach to meaning and Marxist approach to idecabgeliefs of the stories.

4.1. The Construction of Crime news in police progam

In this part, I'm going to analyze the process e news production of police program in
Ethiopian television. In police programs of Ethaptelevision, some of the stories of crime
and criminal justice, of criminals and crime cohtin news presentations are events
happened long time in the past. This is becaus¢hefcomplicated nature of crimes
happened. Therefore, stories pass through the ggoakcollection, selection, sifting and
evaluation which takes long time. It is this praceghich makes stories crime realities of
constructions and re-constructions.

Thus, with regard to the notion that the media dosimply and transparently report events

which are ‘naturally’ newsworthy in themselves (Hal al, 1978), considering news
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presentation and the social construction of newkimgarequires an examination of the
conscious and unconscious processes involved iduption of such news stories from the

collection of information to the selection, editiand shaping which is time taking.

The news source that the producers use to getmatton and how they tend to shape their
news stories can be seen in terms of the claim ¢hate and criminal justice stories
produced reveal much about views of themselvesdagaind court) on criminal events. The
reason is that crime news construction processqrgathering and production) in ERTA is
likely to be completed by police who practice jaalrstic news reporting. They are police
officers acting as reporters and as the sourcesmk events. Through sorting and selection
of events, determination of the news values takasepby the police officers and sometimes
by the courts. According to the response of produte the question of the basis of news
evaluation, the selection and the sifting is deteeah based on social and cultural contexts in

which the society lives as well as the nature efdtimes.

So, selection and evaluation based on these diffessues, especially the experience of
responding to crimes by society thereby subjectavgnts of crime to selection and
evaluation, and rejection of stories on the basaheomentioned features makes it a social

construct. This idea is explained and interpreteeiinder with inevitable consequences.
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4.2. Sources of crime news, news selection andusevalues

The sources of almost all crime news of ETV’s polprogram in all regional, and at federal
levels are police officers. They report events leagol and investigated by the police and
criminal justice system. Therefore, the news ssomeme from different places to the
newsroom by these reporters. There are individiralgolice stations of each and every
region who act as reporters. The newsworthinessvehts is going to be determined by
producers at the center. They collect stories mherfor selection and evaluation, and then

sift them for production and dissemination.

Additionally, the producers state that they have tfferent options regarding the source of
their stories: The first option is that they do @aeporters who gather events of crime and
bring to their office from different regions. Theealso another option if there are serious
crime events that are assumed that the public needs critical coverage. In this case, the

reporters in branches may call the producers towsrahe serious and complicated events.

Hence, there is a case in which they contact sewtmformation by themselves; especially,
this is much more practical to events that happe@mesd around Addis Ababa city. Though
there are still branch reporters in different siutes of Addis Ababa, most of the events are

accessed by senior producers and reporters.

In a nutshell, there is an opportunity of gatheragts about the crime events happened in
different regions. They select stories and evalttzen to be worth reporting. In most cases,
the selection depends on the seriousness of cnmes that are considered as serious and
grab the communities’ attentions are murders, roebeand intricate crimes which distress

the community frequently and need an investigation.
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Whatever alternative they use to gather informagibaut criminal events, the source of their
information is either police or courtroom. This da@ seen in terms of what Jarell (2007)
argued that the media utilize the police and crahjastice officials as their primary source.
It is also important to view in terms of what sdsl claim (Jarell, 2007) that relying on
police information paves the way to portray certaiimes, especially street crimes and
police promote their own interests and their owooaat of crime. The people may involve
in the construction of the events while providinfprmation during the investigation. But, it
is the police and justice system who determines twofsame the news stories in the process

of investigation and proceedings.

Moreover, the police as a source of crime newsteraaother problem especially regarding
selection of the news. For example, if there isagecof crime on the process of an
investigation which is not yet proved, but for whiithe community expected to be reported,
may not be reported until the investigation becmnecessfully completed and proved
whether the action is crime or not. In some caseis, kind of crime may remain

uninvestigated or unreported because of shortageliable source. At this time, the interest

of the public and police officers may clash over tlewsworthiness of such events.

According to the producers of the crime storieshefpolice program in ETV, there is a time
or a situation in which unsolved problems of crime investigation process could be
portrayed. When the situation demands (e.g. wherptiblic interest overrides), there is a
possibility of portraying it. There are cases dfme that demand short period of time to be
portrayed before complete investigation has beenwtted on it (e.g. a crime of producing
and processing contaminated foods that may damagey mpeople). However, this has its

own drawback. As stated by the informants, probleas happened earlier because of
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portraying unsolved crimes and identification a# ttriminals in television. There was a time
at which individuals labeled criminals appeared plately free from the case of crime or

eased the magnitude of the crime they committed.

On the other hand, while the criminal is under toatrol of the police force, they may
transmit the case keeping the identity of the arats confidential until sufficient
information and witnesses are contacted. Thegbelihat realities about criminal events are
likely to be constructed by the society. This igdaese it is individuals in a public who are

used as witnesses or information source to cortgteadities in the process of investigation.

They also suggested that the contemporary polieestigative force is strong and
systematic. Unless different information is coleztto support the case on investigation, as a
journalist and member of police, they do not uncdhe cases for granted. It is similar to
what (Smith, 2010) suggested that crime narratsa$ out the events, characteristics and
characters to form an authentic story with a logarder. When the event is supported by
different information available within a societyetle is a possibility to produce and
disseminate. It is a reality constructed not onhthe police, but also by the society so that it

is a social construct.

Concerning the selection of the news events, thdymers of the program claim that as most
media newsrooms, they have the evaluation crit¢hiey use all possible criteria to select
news from none news. It can be related to sociastroctionist claim (Hall et al, 1978) that

'news' is the result of a complex process whichrisagith a systematic sorting and selecting

of events according to a socially constructed detategories. They do have their own
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gatekeepers and evaluation system. They do nariamll the information collected from
different sources.

Accordingly, representation implies the active wook selecting and presenting, of
structuring and shaping (Croteau and Hoynes, 20B8glities about crime constructed
depending on what should or should not be portragetection and rejection in turn depends
on the circumstances in which such crime is coneahitit might also depend on cultural,
political and social background of the society ihiet it is committed which makes it a

social construct.

There are stories rejected based on their evatuaiistem. This might depend on the kinds
of criminal events; they decide it based on thigkivhat others might learn from such cases
(be the criminals or victims), especially basedtlb@ magnitude of the crime committed.
Consequently, they don’t simply expose cases ofplgintriminal events, because they
believe that it is simple to rehabilitate such c¢nabs and to change their behavior. The
determination of what to be reported may need pedd@al means of evaluation. However,
except basic trainings on how to cover events mhey these reporters, particularly those
who are working in regions have no professional meef distinguish even newsworthy

events.

In fact, they would decide to report violent crim¥#olence in the crime news is one of the
thresholds which are considered as news valueskéw2004). This takes place mostly
when the public interest overrides. For example,dtiminal acts in which the community as

whole might be victimized are likely to be reportbdn the individual cases.
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On the contrary, the informants pointed out thahes that are serious and against the social
and cultural norms and values of the country, faatance, crimes of homosexuals could
deliberately be ignored because of the negativectffthat they generate to the society. It is
related to the cultural conventions that regulagesentations. According to Hall (cited in
Fourie, 2001), representation is an essential parthe process by which meaning is
produced and exchanged between members of a cllecause of the meaning it generates
to the community and the effect it dravsgmosexual has no acceptance in Ethiopian culture
and portraying such behavior might amplify thantoalting it. Generally, the inclusion and
exclusion of certain components of multi-facetedlites of criminal events is one

characteristics of social constructionist perspecti

4.3. Images of crimes in the news and other nartiges

This subsection of the chapter focuses on givingesaneanings to the images used in
construction of crime stories. The visual represoms of crime stories to analyze what they
communicate and how they mean what the producetsedfmages intended to mean. In this
study therefore, the presence of such visual imag§s the researcher to analyze, interpret
and give meaning to the images portrayed in linéh wheoretical and methodological

approaches of the study.

However, in most of the Ethiopian television’s ipel news, there is either image of
criminals, or victims in some cases and neithaheftwo in other cases. For instance, in the
case of sexual assault happened in Bench-Maji £érsouthern nations, nationalities and
peoples of Ethiopia which included in the newsis®transmitted on October, 23/2011, it

was reported as the criminal committed a crimeapkeron his uncle’s daughter of thirteen
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(13) years old. The criminal was sentenced to 1€}) years imprisonment. There was no
extra information in the news more than what is tioeed here. Similar criminal case on
November, 20/2011 in which seventy (70) years otiman was raped by juvenile(young
boy) in Amahara region. The perpetrator committeel ¢rime while the victim was going
alone, and he was sentenced to eight years impnsoin In both cases, the crime was crime
narrated on television without supporting it withages of the victim and the criminal. Even
though some stories appear without image, moshetime, there are other criminal cases

which are supported by images.

The producers questioned about this, and answhetdttcan directly be related to the case
of crimes. As there are criteria for news selectithe same is true for the presence and
absence of images to support criminal events p@traThis is based on how much the
audiences could learn from events as well as whpli¢ation does it have on the criminals
and victims (personal interview, April 10, 2013)rFexample, the criminals’ images of
whom they believe their behavior could be simplarmed or rehabilitated may not be
portrayed because of the psychological effect @mthin addition, the images of victims of
the crime of rape on children may not be portrayeds because of negative effect that it
draws to the victim’s psychological makeup as vaslito what the people construct. In fact,
there was no image of adult women presented asngicif sexual assault. This can also be

related to the norms and values of Ethiopian spciet

In some cases, there are some events of crime ichwhe stories were supported with
images. Concerning the criminal justice, for exanphhile criminal is on trial in the
courtroom, the images viewed through televisioreegrdo communicate that someone has

committed crime for which he appeared before judgiese, the contextual meaning in the
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courtroom, for example, judges sitting in fronttbé audience wearing a robe and turning
pages of documents in which the profile of the anathregistered, and criminal(s) as well as

witnesses standing in front of the court to heantérdict can be read from the images.

In addition, from criminals’ facial expression, eyene can read a sign of disappointment,
lack of confidence and hopelessness or despath&crime they have committed. These are
signs that signify criminals’ regret to their actiorhey show consciousness of their guilty.
They can also communicate that criminals are askandorgiveness or for lessening the
severity of their punishment at a connotation leMedck of confidence and failure to defend
the case can also be a signifier of the hidden mgaot power relation between the court
and the criminal. It shows power which judges hmiccharge the criminal. Therefore, the

signs can show the power imbalance between thenairand judges in the courtroom.

On the other hand, most of the courtroom portrayalghe news media (ETV) lack

description of the dialogue made among the judgésintiff, defendant and witnesses
themselves which is important to construct meanihghd real event. But, reporters of the
event describe what is going on in the courtrooime Dnly example of crime in which

images of the above mentioned courtroom particgppand their dialogue portrayed on the
television is the story of crime of mugging in Anaaa region, Debark area (story transmitted
on November, 20/2011). In this case, signifierdh&f concept of what is going on in the
courtroom are a combination of the images of thgeséicipants of court proceedings and the

language through which the process is described.

Therefore, we can see it in terms of Thwaites, Bavid Mules (1994) argument which states

signifier and signified are inseparable and sinmdtaus. Supporting crime stories with
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images gives simultaneity of signifiers and sigrdfimages as signifiers and the concept of
the story as signified) to generate meaning. It @lao attach a sense of reality to the event

and credibility to the news stories.

Accordingly, when we talk about lack of supportistpries with images (signs) in news
stories produced by police, we are necessarily cemimgy on lack of reality or truth, and

credibility of the stories. Images appear to getgeraore meanings if semiotic analysis is
applied to the images. Thus, stories used diffesggmts (images) were subjected to semiotic

method of analysis.

4.4. Representations and meanings: Semiotic anaily®f criminal events

In order to explore the visual signs that are usepolice program, the images of crimes,
criminals, victims, police officers and criminakfice as well as the signs used in the process
of production and representation in the media waralyzed. Additionally, how they are
constructed to represent a reality and how meaoargbe generated by the use of these

visual signs is interpreted.

The images were viewed in relation to the storiéschvthe producers used to support. The
linguistic expressions were analyzed in relationtheir corresponding images except for
those events which were not supported with imades.organize the analysis and the
interpretation of images in a manageable and mgéaniway, similar crime cases were taken
together and the same technique of interpretappfied to them.

Burglary: this is an act of crime in which the criminaleék into a building and steal

money or objects, often while no one is in it. Tkiisd of crime happened in Nifas Silk Lafto
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sub-city of Addis Ababa. The criminals committe@ ttrime on the organization in which
they were working. It was investigated that theyravsupported by the guards of the
organization (the story presented on October, 23/P0The story narrates that the criminals
were captured stealing machines which are wortBG0Ethiopian birr. The attempt that is
used to explain the criminals as members of thel@yaps working in the organization tells
us the identity of the criminals and their behaviesides, their description connotes that the
criminals failed to show loyalty to their organimet which signifies and justifies their
punishment to be proportional. The expression @dsotell us two things: stealing is a crime,
and at the same time, committing a crime on orgsiaz in which they have been working

can communicate ruthlessness of the criminals.

The stolen machines which are worth 60,000 Ethiopiar denote the value of the machines
and may connote the gravity of victimization to theganization. The first criminal was
sentenced to three years imprisonment while theo@tgrs were sentenced to one year
imprisonment and 600 Ethiopian birr fine. Image tbé sub-city’s police office which

represents the routines of police officers and tb@ncern to crime committed was portrayed.

Story of similar criminal case which happened iffecent areas was presented on October,
23/2011. It expresses the fact thatganized criminals who started with minor property
offenses turned to committing serious crimes ofdeumg with knife and guns were
investigated This has different meaning: intended or unintenddte intended meaning is
that they were captured committing different crimd@he unintended meaning is that

property crime has been given less attention byttiee and this caused serious offenses to
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happen. The attention of the police was on the-higlhoffenses and high levels of violence.
The criminals turning to serious crime of murden adso connote that there was mild
detective force that cannot prevent from committiiogther crimes. Hence, the story
communicates that there should be a response &rdewel offenses and acknowledgement
of the need to respond to these "minor" offenby the police to control further

engagement in serious crimes.

The image of criminals portrayed, while the polatgcers make an investigation upon them,
sitting terribly in front of police and answeringegtions posed by them. The image of police
portrayed as a source of solution to the problé&mditionally, images of different properties
(bag, clothes, guns, lap top computers, etc) wisedisplayed. They are signs photographed
to show that the criminals were accused of snafctiese properties. Thus, they have an
indexical value that the criminals were capturedalise of stealing those properties (cause,
and effect relationship). On the other hand, thesges can also be used in terms of Pierce’s
trichotomy (Berger, 2000). Properties were portcagg their photographs. Photographs are
icons that signify the real properties by resemt@amhus, bags, clothes, guns and lap top
computers displayed were icons that represent thespective concepts. Finallyhe
criminals were sentenced to 21-24 years imprisonrbased on the seriousness of their

respective actions.

The use of the criminals and properties together gortraying them can be a symbol of
power which acquires its meaning at a connotagvell(myth). Barthes used the term myth

(Fiske, 1999) to describe the situation where tigeldn meaning accepted as ‘natural’ or
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‘normal’ in making sense of the world. Accordingiyis a power of setting the criminals and

properties under control which is unchallengeabtetat crime was committed.

Mugging (robbery) on the roadwaythe most example of mugging which is semiotically
significant was a crime happened in Amhara regsbory transmitted on February, 19/2012).
The story described the event as it was the mesgiuseproblem in which the public have

been suffering from criminals for six years. Thegirfiinals) have been attacking people who
travel on vehicles around Limalimo Mountain. Théieg of the mountain assisted the gangs

to hide themselves and live on the mountain famg Iperiod of time (see Appendix, A: 1).

According to the story, they were gangs of sevembess organized with weapons. They
have been committing similar crime for long perafdime. The public have been suffering
and many were killed by them. From the memberg, was strong and rumored by the
community to be a magician that cannot be shotlhyngun. This expanded fear within the
community. However, the police force immediatelygamized after one day robbery
happened on vehicle, and followed their way to firest. Amongst the robbed properties,
the police found one lap top (Toshiba) in the for@hey used it as a sign to follow the

direction of the robbers.

Semiotically, the computer found in the forest digs different meanings: The criminals
might be unable to handle it in the forest whileytlwere followed by the police. On the
other hand, it might be because of the robber®ll®f understanding of the value of

computer. We can relate the idea to the concepypérreality (Berger, 2005) which claims
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sign is more than what it stands for. The reallhpwt the computer found is multi-faceted
based on how the criminals missed the computer fythrar properties. We can also make a
difference between the owner of computer and timicals if the reason was related to
understanding of the value of computer. Accordingie concept of binary opposition can

be applied to the literacy level of both the criedgand owner of the computer.

Denotatively, the computer can represent a commepdmputer that the victims lost. It is an
icon, on the other hand, that is represented agputan (photograph) by resemblance. It has
also an indexical meaning in which it is used bligeoinvestigative forces, because it was

‘there in the forest’, signified the concept thatn®2one was there.

After awhile, they opened a war with the robbesed killed three persons including the one
who has been labeled to work with magic. Exceptithage of police, properties under
control, and some other signs portrayed, the imafesiminals were not presented in the
story. Some victims were presented while their progs returned to them and some were
interviewed and reacted to the event; especialliveds image signifies happiness and

freedom from such anxiety.

The materials returned to the victims were onetigp forty-one thousand (41, 000.00)
Ethiopian birr, 17 mobile phones, four (4) ringsgold, a police uniform which the criminals
used to wear during their action, one photo caraadhfour (4) Weapons. The weapons were
big guns (see Appendix, A: 7).The public is repnésé as supporter of the investigation

mainly through giving information about the crimisigand as victims of these criminals.
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In addition, the image of much Ethiopian birr innldreds displayed on the screen has
different meanings. Forty-one thousand (41,000)jdpian birr which was returned to the
victims denotes the amount of money the criminaltected and the victims lost. Returning
the money to the victims denotes that it belongth&victims. The robbers were not used
because the law does not allow them to use. Owttier hand, they lost the opportunity of
using the money because of the power of the pelitieh kept them under control, killing

some of them.

At a connotative level, it may communicate thealby of police to the community, the
power they hold to do that, the succefully accosty@d investigation and the strength of
police force. A droplet of red color on the notdsmmoney signifies blood dropped on the
money during the shot with guns (see Appendix, A:lGindicates that there was a war in
between the criminals and the police force. It aias the power of the police force over the
criminals which can be viewed in terms of BartheghnFrom seven criminals, three of
them dead while three captured, and one concealezl.death of the three can be seen in
terms of what (James and Collines, 2011) commethi@crime control approaches have a

more punitive focus that gives weight to the idéedtion and punishment of perpetrators.

Murder: Other criminal cases semiotically analyzed wedevit crimes. Crime of murders

or deliberate killings was presented in the teXtse style of portrayal of these cases was
almost similar, especially in narrating how thedstrgation of such crime was progressed
from speculations to the proof of the cases, hoevittvestigation was supported by the

community, the role of police and how criminals afctims are represented, and how signs
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or images are used to construct meaning. The sitgilmanates not from the circumstances
in which such crime events happened, but it is fetritt and constant use of same fashion

which might influenced them (producers) to condtraealities of different events.

Having this in mind, now | try to present the mems that could be generated using
semiotics. There were so many cases of murdergyedt To begin with, there was a murder
in which the females were victimized (program aioedOctober, 23/2011). The story of one
woman narrated as the victim has her own hotelstwedhad a friendly relationship with the

criminal for more than fifteen (15) years.

The criminal used to supply raw materials for thhetimized woman which were thought to
have consolidated their relationship. In a long, tendecided to kill her in order to take over
the properties that belong to her. First, he dexkiker that there were individuals who
wanted to kill her so that she had to protect hierd¢e advised her to be out of contact with
her relatives and other people. Then, he told diérainsfer 1,081,700:00 Ethiopian birr that
she saved in her deposit book to his savings atcédter keeping her out of contact with
people, he told her that she had the opportunityeifig alive only if she left out her home,
Addis Ababa, to rural areas. He took her to Delina $wn, 145 km towards North of Addis

Ababa and killed her.

The corpse of victim was seen by 13 years old, Istrebgirl. The community of the town
reported to the police. The corpse was takenhospital for a medical checkup and she was
killed by being hit on her back. After so many ggations and investigation process, the

criminal was suspected by the community becausshahges that were observed from his
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overall life and material properties. He immednatebught residence and car after the death

of the victim.

The neighbors of the deceased woman informed theepilhat she had a close relationship
with the criminal for a long period of time. Thelige searched his home and found the
victim’s bag and some of her clothes. These sigssted the police to know that the victim
was murdered by him. He also admitted that he kilher. As a result of this he was

sentenced to life imprisonment.

The victim was represented with her photograph Jemtie criminal portrayed in person in
the courtroom (see Appendix, A: 24). The photogréplthe icon that communicates the
identity of the victim by resemblance. The poliepresented as successful investigator with
the support of the community. The victim’'s bag &ed clothes found in the offender’'s home

are signs that signify the attachment of the crahwith crime being investigated.

Another crime of murder was the case of a victinrdered by her husband. The story does
not cover the event from causes of the murder. Weweat describes that the spouse hid
himself hitting his wife seriously. She was deadthe hospital (program transmitted on
November, 13/2011). After committing such seriousne, the criminal moved to south

Sudan and lived there for long time.

However, after police investigative force proveck tivhereabouts of the criminal in

collaboration with South Sudanese police forcepee@ally the Interpol, he was brought to
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Ethiopia and made to appear before ¢ Here, the involvement of the Interpol and sc
Sudanese government communicates thatrent countriesare committecto controlling

and preventingrime together

T

‘ Wml

Figure 1: the criminal captured in South Sudanyrredd to Ethiopi
(Source: from ERT's audio-visual library)

This means|t is because of the assistancethe Suth Sudanese government and
Interpol thatthe Ethiopian polie detective force managed to cathk criminal. The polic
force and the criminal portrayed television while they arrivedt airpor. Within the story,
there was a photograph of tcouples which showetthe intimate relation they h before the
crime was committedTherefore as a sign, the photograph can si a sense of being
happiness, togethezas and lovébefore the crime was committédee /ppendix, A: 15).

Here, it is important to discuss the notion of itértuality.

According to Berger (200¢ intertexuality is the use in texts of material fratmer. Sc the
producers of the program used the photograph otoluples to show how much they he

been togther in order tcbetter construct the story from the beginning. Paepose of th
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story was not about the life the couples passedutir, but it was about the crime

committed. The purpose of the photograph befoeehtippening of crime has been to reflect
love, friendship, marriage and intimacy. Therefdiee photograph that had been used to
show love and friendship by the couples was rets@mnstruct a story of violence between

the couples, which can be seen in terms of intaekty.

In the portrayal of most of the crime of murdé#re victims were portrayed by their
photographs. This can tell us about their identityto know who the victims are. But it
cannot tell us how realities of the event conserdgctvhich resulted from narrow framing of
the story. Regarding this case, victim was notraged in person though she was dead after
entering a hospital for treatment. Her sister,udalg some other relatives and communities

reacted to her death gravely.

The criminal appeared in person and asked a biitdlie action. He responded desperately
by regretting what he has done. He said that hédotiuerase from his mind. He was
completely open-eyed which shows his frustraticee (ppendix, A: 13). Besides, it can
also be used by police as ‘Signifier of crimindli(hnes, 2003). An item or behavior that
can, from the police’s point of view, be used tmknthat he was involved in crime. The
police forces portrayed encircling the criminal ahnias a sign signifies their commitment to
the solution. The fact that the criminal was erettcwith his hands shackled indicates his
physical strength and that he able to escape otheotontrol of the police otherwise. His
response to his own action may possibly mean kespgiointment and connotatively mean to

others ‘do not do that'.
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In addition to the above cases, there was alsa ot in Jima town in which one woman
was murdered while she was going to her home Igawar shop (story presented on March,
4/2012). She was a mother of three children. She guashot by her neighboring young
male with whom they had been in conflict. The crialiwas investigated by police and the
community. The families of the victim portrayed am@cted to the case giving appreciation
to the community that cooperated with the policedoin the process of investigation. The

criminal presented in the courtroom for trial analsvinally sentenced to life imprisonment.

Other murders were all cases of male victimizatignmale criminals. For example, most
serious case of this kind was evident in which pizgd criminals murdered one person in
Arsi Negele, Oromia region, fraudulently, takingmhifrom Addis Ababa (program

transmitted on December 25/2011). These criminaisewoung males who know the victim
very well. The victim was a leader of a householdowhas his own residence and
automobile. The offenders betrayed him that theyewstudents and want to leave Addis
Ababa for field trip to lake Langano(one of thereational areas of Ethiopia) taking his

automobile for rent for three days and himselfftiotim) as a driver .

They decided to kill him outside Addis Ababa toddkis Automobile. Killing him, they

threw his body to the river around Arsi Negele. ykeld the automobile going to Moyale,
Borana Zone, on the way to Kenya. It was allegetid@ serious crime. According to the
opinion given by individuals from the neighbor ihet story, the criminals themselves

disclosed with irritation that they violently kitlethe victim refusing his polite request to save
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his life. It was expressed as sugbu can take my Automobile, please save my. lFeBm

this expression it is simple to understand therexdéthe criminals’ aggressiveness.

Accordingly, the criminals’ frustration might b@mnected to fear of punishment, and the
expression of their aggressiveness can be relateitiet moral codes of the notion that
evildoers deserve to be punished. The corpse ofitiien was found by the police. Funeral
ceremony was processed by the community of Arsiedegsee Appendix A: 20). Police
found photograph of the victim from his clothes arsgd it to attach to his tomb believing
that his family would search out based on reveatkshtity of the victim through his

photograph (see Appendix, A: 21).

The criminals were also portrayed by their photpgga(see Appendix, A: 22 &23). This is
the way that is always used by the police on ingasitn to identify criminals and victims.
In this crime of murder, the photograph is usedtriow whereabouts of the victim and his
family. The other sign used in the production attavent was the coffin (a long box in
which a dead person is buried) and the communipyessing their grief encircling the coffin
during the funeral ceremony (sé@pendix, A: 18). They collected money to constract

tomb on a dead body of the victim.

A collection of people encircling the coffin, expsing their grief, signifies irritation or the
belongingness of human beings to each other. Catperor unity of the community to
collect money raises the whole image of the evera second order level of (Allen, 2003)

Barthes Mythology. Therefore, turning that sigroiatsignifier for a new signified, the unity
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of people can communicate their care for humangdseitogetherness that results from either
humanistic way of thinking or from cultural codeadaconventions. According to the
expression used by the producers, it was a kiratiofe that proved the egocentric behavior
of the criminals in which money is favored over tamby that police reacted to it and

described the action as heartbreaking.

The criminals were five young males. Three of the@ere sentenced to life imprisonment
whereas the two sentenced to 14 and 18 years ompnisnt. Regarding the difference in
imprisonment imposed on them, there was no exmmessi reason as portrayed on
television. The producers of the program did alsbwant to suggest on the decisions made

by the courts.

However, it is stated in Article, 168(2) that t@eurt shall determine the period of detention
to be undergone according to the gravity of thecaotmitted and having regard to the age of
the criminal at the time of the crime (the Ethiopi&riminal Code) which might be the
reason for such difference. The automobile soldenya returned to the victim’s family by
police.

The other murder happened in East Showa around Mujo and transmitted on September
25/2011. The criminals were three in number, apguean the court standing in front of
many spectators for trial. They shot the victimhagun and took 5000:00 Ethiopian birr, one
Pistol and one Mobile phone. They committed crirhenarder while the victim was going
with his wife. One criminal was sentenced to liigprisonment and while the two left were

sentenced to 16 years prison.
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Generally, there are other murder cases presentedelevision though the way of
construction of the event and their intended meagamsnroughly similar. The story which
narrates about killing never revealed the victimisad body. The language is only used to

construct the meaning about the image of victimsofder.

The use of chemical weaporOther event of crime in which female seriouslythuas an
offense committed by the use of Sulphuric acidrgsppesented on November, 13/2011). Itis
important to discuss its semiotic significance. Twim was the girlfriend of the criminal.
They had been together before she graduated frowetdity. But after her graduation, she
rejected her decision of being with him. The criatimvas discouraged by her action and
aggressively used chemical weapon to attack hex.vittim has been illustrated while she
was being treated in the hospital. The story esges that the police captured the criminal

but yet waiting for decisions of judges.

The story constructed victim's background as fodowhe was a single offspring for her
mother and her father was died. This signifies thatmother have no any option of being
supported by other person than her daughter. 8kerittim) graduated from University with
BA degree. Her mother had a dream of leading camte life after graduation of her
daughter. However, the mother's dream became glodmya result, she was portrayed on
television as hopeless, crying, expressing gridfraeding urgent attention. Even though the
victim is alive, the parts of her body were serlgulamaged. The violence inscribed onto the
body in the form of wounds can be understood aspsyms of the fatal contact (Innes,

2003). Accordingly, it is simple to interpret th@eractional dynamics of the serious assault
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and probably the magnitude of the crime committedree victim. Therefore, her wounded
face was covered with bandage which signifies shg $eriously been injured. In the
hospital, medical doctors and nurses were alsogyad while giving care for the victim. It
signifies their commitment to their profession. Hiotograph portrayed helps the audience
to compare the victim’'s image before and after s been hurt and this extended the level

of her victimization (See Appendix, A: 16 & 17).

The image you see below is a victim’s clothes whach burned with acid. There is a jug
placed at the center of the burned clothes. Oneirdanpret from that it is a material by
which the chemical was poured onto the victim'sybothe size of the jug can communicate
what amount of acidic chemical it can contain aod/ Imuch it can destroy human bodies.
The clothes are also signifiers of what has begipdized, and denote the bitterness and
potential of the chemical to burn. At a connotatiewel, it can signify to what extent the

victim was hurt.

Figure 2: Clothdglee victim burned with chemical/acid

Sourcefrom ERTA audio-visual librajy
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In addition, there was other physical injury caudsdpouring of acid in which males

appeared to be the victim. In most of the casesetls no event of crime in which males are
victimized by females. But there was single caseliich a female used a chemical weapon
to injure her boyfriend (news story transmitted@ctober, 23/2011). The reality presented
about the victim was only that he has been onrtreat. As a result, | used to compare with
the above case of a female assaulted by her bogfr@th chemical as an example of

stereotypical representation analyzed uri@epresentations and Stereotypssbtitle.

Rape:in a crime of sexual assault, there is no imageicims which support the news
stories narrated. The sexual offenders were patray most of the cases while they appear
in the courtroom. The narratives of rape tend tmuare the ages of offenders and victims.
Hence, the severity of sexual assault tends toebermined by the age of the victims. For
instance, inBenishangul Gumuz region (news report on Novem®&/2004), one person
raped his uncle’s daughter and his name has bestifidd in the news. This offender was
sentenced to 10 years imprisonment. Sexual assaultlatives might have aggravated the
level of victimization and so that his name hasnbealled on television for identification.

This is related to the cultural values and codesdhe attached to the society.

The seriousness of crime of rape can be weighediffgrent things. For instance, a person
alleged to commit a serial rape may not be punigteally with one that has committed a
single crime of rape. For example, on February QB22, there was a news story which
expresses that six females of 13-14 years old sexaally assaulted by a single person. He

committed these much crime by deception, separatieqn from their families, and telling
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them that he would send them to the foreign coumMiyimage of the criminal and victims
was appeared on television. But the story endsngathe perpetrator was convicted to

Eighteen years imprisonment.

Therefore, signifiers of the seriousness of thermde are the number of victims (six), their
age (13-14), the way the offender deceived themcdowmit the crime, the rigorous
imprisonment of 18 years. The victims deceived tiy would be sent to the foreign
country connote the attitude of Ethiopians towdifésin the foreign country. As a citizen of
underdeveloped country (Ethiopia), they were irdieEe to lead their life abroad. But, the life

choice with which they have been encountered redutt victimization of these young girls.

In relation to the difference in image of offendarsl victims of sexual assault, example can
be given from the texts in the sample. In the aafsa rape against one female who is 13
years old by 26 years old male, the offender amgueer the courtroom in front of the public.

In another sexual assault in which a 70 years wowesiraped by young male, neither the
criminal nor the victim’s image was used to constthe event. The offender was sentenced
to eight years imprisonment. Even if the same kihdrime was committed on the Seventy
years old woman and the thirteen years female, wesg differently treated for which their

age might be the factor.

On the other hand, the absence of image of theaéieon the second case might mean the
gravity of the crime is of no significance comparito the first. Moral considerations might

be the reasons for the absence of image in theeanfrmape in general, and for this case in
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particular because of the fact that the woman #rpgirator raped was much older than him.
A cultural code in which the society lives seriguglews this kind of crime because of the
ethical issues within the media organization or #ffects on the audience which the

producers claim.

Semiotics of the Desert JourneyA crime of illegal human trafficking (illegal enmigtion) is
one of the kinds of crime in which police officemgere more concerned with their
construction of crime stories. It is described adeaert journey by police journalists who
narrate stories of the event. It has been narratedportrayed extensively, and the stories
framed insist on the way to control, and awaremesation to stop illegal outgoing of young
Ethiopians. lllegal human trafficking is labeled ascrime based on the process through
which emigrants leave out their home country. Toerpyals of this case tend to generalize
the risk of crime not only to the victims and th&mily, but also to the country Ethiopia.
Some responsible institutions and individual opmsian the stories perceived such events as
more serious problem in distorting the image of id&ita than other criminal acts.
Additionally, they clearly perceived it as a sigh‘modern slavery’ (stories presented on
September, 25/2011 and January, 15/2012). The peoslufor example, in the program aired
on January, 15/2012, framed the introduction of #¢hery starting from the historical
background of Ethiopia in standing against slavargl colonization. They also pointed out
the fact that Ethiopia was the country remained frem European colonization. While this
is the reality, the perpetrators are spoiling thage of Ethiopia in the eyes of others, being

involved in such inhuman acts.
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Those who deemed to be criminals in the crime lefdl human trafficking are different

from other criminals. As it was articulated, itaskind of crime in which the supporters of
such crime appear to be the victims also. Evenghdbe brokers and drivers at different
stages of the journey portrayed as main actorhede illegal proceedings, the emigrants

were also presented as supporters of the actiorawehtabeled both as criminals and victims.

Police and criminal justice response to illegal hantrafficking is the issue which remained
unclear or out of consideration in the represeomati Their stories focused on awareness
creation than giving appropriate police and crirhjnatice response. In doing so, they tend
to figure out the home country (Ethiopia) as a pladere each and every young Ethiopian
can do whatever business they like. But, the reabiyut the economic, social and political
context in which those emigrants have been livind arged to live remained untouched.
Moreover, the situations in which these emigramsia work, for example, the capital by
which such business could be started, the probisitis implementations of policies with

regard to migration were practically intangiblehe portrayals.

Despite the absence of the above mentioned buslifesspportunities, they try to portray
images of some development activities, workerfignitome countries, projects on process to
make awareness to those who want to leave out tmeintry in order to shape their
behaviors. Therefore, the attempts towards the svofkpublic awareness and community
mobilization to change societal attitudes and bemay and the works of government
institutions regarding social and economic develepinprojects that would increase the life
choices of victims and offenders represented in rttedlia seem to remain elusive, or

manipulation than solution.
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Police journalists were questioned and reacted risvéhe nature of the problem. They
believe that human beings have the right to migirat® country to country. However, there
is a legal procedure that regulates the way in whishould officially be used. Article, 32 of
the Ethiopian constitution states about the freedasfmmovement and it reads aany
Ethiopian or foreign national lawfully in Ethiopiaas, within the national territory, the right
to liberty of movement and freedom to choose ligleace, as well as the freedom to leave
the country at any time he wishes Kowever, those who want to leave their country in
illegal way are mostly youths who have no capitteptial. It is because of this that most
young people prefer the illegal way of leaving theome country. But, some concerned
officials who give their opinion on television ataithat the cost that emigrants pay illegally

would enable them to leave out legally.

According to police (journalists), the media istbase aimed at producing awareness about
suffer and victimization of those emigrants. Theysvdhey are being treated tend to be
portrayed in the media. Moreover, they believe that hardships in the desert areas may
help others to understand the magnitude of victition and so help them to make decision

of working in their country.

Criminals in illegal human trafficking, mainly th@svho participated as brokers and drivers
were portrayed as ridiculous, aggressive indivislwaho have no any sense of belongingness
for human beings and humanity(e.g. story transohitte December, 25/2011). The action
presented as a planned criminal act in which bokave been organized as selectors from
the local areas of different regions and as loconsab different directions. Moreover, it was
illustrated as it is more complicated crime whishcommitted by actors within and outside

the country.
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The emigrants were portrayed both as criminals\aains. They were criminals because
illegally tried to leave or left their country, trdting the action by giving money to brokers
and drivers. They were also represented as vidiietswuse they are the first who take the
risk of the travel, suffering from the desert joeyn from brokers’ maltreatment who are
seeking for extra money. Especially, female emitgravere represented as those who suffer
from double victimization. They suffer from harshveonment during the journey in the
desert, and sexual assault by those brokers asasetflrivers. So, these emigrants were

portrayed in the television as criminals, victinmglavitnesses to the crime committed.

Having this much about general background of regmmadions of illegal human trafficking in
mind, it is important to analyze and interpret thaguages, signs and images used to
construct the stories. | love to start from expissised as ‘Desert Journey’. ‘Desert’ is an
area often covered with sand or rocks where theneery little rain and not many plants
(Cambridge Advanced Learners dictionary). In theecaf illegal emigration, it was used to
explain the reality that the journey is alwayshe tlesert areas and unpleasant nature of the
journey (see Appendix, A: 8-11). As a result, tltemetimes prefer to call it the ‘Dark
Journey’. One of the hardships during the journess vexpressed as the problem they
encountered to cross the rivers. There is a tinvehath those emigrants would die because
of failure to swim or being thrown forcefully intbe sea by those brokers who sought extra

money from them.

The journey has been described as a ‘Dark Jourméwytch happens during the night.
However, the expression used as ‘Dark journey’ iBggamore. It can communicate how

much the journey is concealed and difficult for pgwice to follow up in order to stop this
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criminal act. On the other hand, it may signify thability to travel during the daytime

because of the temperature of desert areas.

At a denotation level, dark may mean that littlenor light, black in color; but when used
before noun, it communicates sadness and withope,hevil or threatening. Naturally,
human beings would not prefer to travel in the daekause of their fear. But, what can be
signified from the ‘Dark Journey’ is more than thiBhe word ‘dark’ has also another
meaning at a connotative level or second leveliogwion of Barthes (Laughy, 2007, Given,
2000). This is not simply understandable to madstthe@ people because it needs an
interpretive way of looking at it. They are desergnot only the conditions of the journey,
but also the life that the immigrants going to limetside their country. For instance, there
was an expression by producers of story which stdtese who thought and decided their
destination to be Saudi-Arabia, died and buriedtie dusts of desert areagdrogram
transmitted on January, 6/2004). This expressidpsh® think how much the journey was

gloomy.

Moreover, it can be used to compare the differdretereen what the travelers have thought
and what happened on them using binary oppositidblaude Levi-Strauss (Fourie, 2001).
Consequently, the meaning of hope to live in S@eds its meaning better while compared
with death and being buried in dust. An opiniomirone commander inserted in the story
expressing how much it was disappointing sgysying money for illegal emigration is
simply buying death for oneself’lt means that they are the victims who drivetilda

themselves.
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An example of dark journey could be the case ofellexs captured in Afar reon, Ethiopia
while travelling throughDjibouti, and then planningo Yemen (program transmitted

February, 19 and March, 4/2012. It was a crin which so many individue died and
seriously injured. Themigrants wer seventy seven (77) people who started travelirtger
midnight at about seven O’clock (7:00) Ic time, keing enclosed in the containdarge
metal box used for transporting go, (see the figure below and Appendix, A:). The
media portrayed the action as a serious criminalrawhich human beings were treatec

commodities.

Figure 3: Imageof emigrants in the container

(Source: ERTA aud- visual library)

The expression ‘like commodity’ or ‘treatment as coaodity was used to explain ho
much the crime was serious. For insta an opinion ofpolice members within the sto
says:‘l don't believethem | don’t believe those drivers who used containertfansporting
human beings in théarsher conditions cthe desert to be human beingFrom this
expressiontherefore, it is simple to understand extent of criminality as well as the exte

to which these drivers could think as human be
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Because of deficiency of air to breath in the aordr, some of them died and thrown out
from the container. The police force followed thieminals, speculating that something was
going on when they found the dead bodies of those were thrown on the street. As a
result, these emigrants were arrested being emntloséhe container. Police found eleven
(11) people died and fifteen (15) seriously injureead bodies and those who were

seriously harmed seen on television while they veerneing at the hospital.

The family of the victims and the community reactedhe event and expressed their grief.
They were portrayed both as victims and sourcesadfitions for such kind of crime.
Including the community from the surrounding, faeslgave opinion, pledging not to drive

their descendants and relatives to such serioes st

From this perspective, it is simple to understdmel rhedia’s role as to expose people to the
risks of such crime, but the result depends oratitience’s behavior. It means that if other
crimes drive the community’s attention as whatrisspnted in the case of illegal emigration
and people reacted in such away to control, theiateedole can simply be understood as
awareness creator. But, how the public react aaddbponse depends on the pre-conceived
behavior.

However, the re-construction of this case distottexireality that is expressed by narration
of the story. In the above figure, the containelicwhs used to produce the event is not
located on the high way in the desert; it is ity @it in town. We can look at the electric pole
standing near the container and the poster posted, as well as vehicles around the
container to think where the area would be. Scettgessions that saysing container for
transporting human beings in the desiertnot similar with what the figure communicates

which is a distortion of reality.
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Paradigmatic and Syntagmatic analysiStories of crime can be interpreted in terms of
paradigmatic and syntagmatic analysis. Paradignaai#dysis can be applied to the case of
illegal immigration discussed above. There was gposition between the ‘commodity’ and
‘human beings’ which can be analyzed with the motid paradigmatic analysis (Berger,
2000, Rose, 2001, Given, 2000). Producers usetdnanodity and human beings’ to make
an opposition between what is a commodity and aambeing. According to paradigmatic
analysis of text, the meaning of something depeadswhat it is associated with.
Accordingly, the value given for human beings imstjourney associated with the value

given for commodity. It is an expression used tecti®e how much the crime was serious.

In addition, in the case of murder in which theminal appeared while coming from south
Sudan (story aired on November, 13/2011), the aygatr of police force besieging the
criminal communicates the relation between ‘herd waitlain’. The police are ‘*heroes’ and
the criminal controlled is ‘villain’. Paradigmat@nalysis concerns itself with oppositions
hidden in the text and their meaning which sterosnfiClaude Levi- Strauss’s analysis of
myths (Berger, 2000). The hidden ideas betweenceadind criminals in crime stories

analyzed in this study are therefore, subjectgzhtadigmatic analysis in this context.

On the other hand, syntagmatic analysis can beeabpb the stories portrayed narrating
criminal events. According to Berger (2000), semiahs use syntagmatic analysis for
interpretation of texts in terms of the sequencewvants that give them meaning. In the same
way, the sequences of words we use in a senten&rgje meaning. The term syntagm

means chain. Therefore, the process of investigatfacriminal events and their chains and
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the sequence by which stories are narrated givemimg when syntagmatic analysis is

applied.
The leads below are different stories written t@vghhow to analyze texts by using a

paradigmatic and syntagmatic analysis.

Paradigmaticy A pharmacist was killed while closing illegally oped pharmacies in Eastern Harerge
Analysis A person who raped a 70 years old woman has lseatenced to Eight years
imprisonment

Criminals were capturéshting telecommunication cables from Welkite

A person committed stdécibecause of failing to pay back the money he has
borrowed

Syntagmatic analysis
The above written statements are leads of criméiestoThese stories have different
meanings. When we read the statements verticalip the first to the end, the stories could
be interpreted in terms of their similarities antfedence. For instance, the first statement
was framed from a victim’s angle, while the secand the third are from the criminal angle.
When we see the fourth statement, it is differeotf others because it was a suicide.
Therefore, paradigmatic analysis works when differealities are analyzed as a whole in
relation to each other. Vertically, we can findoatifferent kinds of crimes such as murder,

rape, theft and suicide which invites for furtheterpretations of these stories.

Syntagmatic analysis focuses on how chains of evemstructed by the use of words and
statements in narrative stories. It can also b& sederms of the sequence in which the
criminals are captured. It helps to understancedkfit realities constructed to narrate stories.

On the above example, a horizontal line shows Hoevstatements are constructed to give
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meaning to the events. The sequence of words ameérsm®s that are used to construct a
story, therefore, can be analyzed in terms of gyntdic analysis. For instance, from the
above statements, there is a fact tAgpharmacist was killed’'However, the statement gets
better its meaning if we know how, why and wherewss killed which is possible only

when we follow up the chains of words used to auiesthe statement up to the end.

4.5. The use of different signs for deception

One important element in discussing semiotics ohioal event which | was interested to
explain is showing how signs used to communica@s in relation to Umberto Eco’s
argument ofif signs cannot be used to tell lies, they canbetused to tell at all{Berger,
2000) and (Griffin, 2012) in his discussion of sgand truth. This leads us to describe the
clothes the robberies used while they have comdittee crime of mugging around
Limalimo Mountain. They used a police uniform tostead the victims as they were police
investigative force searching for criminals (seeépdix A, 4). This assisted them to easily
stop the drivers and enter in to the vehicles.gtice uniform as a sign, communicated a
good works of police at the initial, and what inomunicated after the event was opposite

and used by the criminals to mislead the people.

The criminals perhaps choose to wear police unifbeoause of two different things. The
first one is that people assume that only policarntbe uniform. The legal codes do not
allow others to wear police uniform other than pelthemselves. Fiske (1990) views codes
as the systems in which signs are organized. Hebaieves that these systems are governed

by rules for all members of the society using tuate.
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From this perspective therefore, we can conclhdé ¢riminals wore the uniform to obtain
the identity of police. But, they were captured daese of the rules that regulate the use of
police uniform that allows only for police. Thesades also regulate police wearing uniform
not to misuse the uniform. Berger's (2005) notidrindertextuality of text realized in this
case because the uniform as a text used to ref@h&b both the police use to wear in the

work area or office and criminals used it to comaonitne.

The criminals used the uniform to be free fromltguof the crime they have committed
because in reality, they were not policemen. Therse point is that people can attach to the
person wearing police uniform the meaning of one \plotect people and property, solve
criminal problems, and keep peace and securityn8ane can suspect individuals wearing
police uniform to be criminal because of the leggdtem that has been experienced by the

society.

There were other related criminal acts in whichdhminals used different signs to deceive
the community. For example, in the story preseotedNovember, 13/2011, a criminal was
investigated in Shashamane town, Western Arsi Zoeeguse of producing false documents,
(degree and diploma) certificates for individuaisorder to collect money. In this case, the
signs of certificates were to represent an offidatument which states that the information
on it is true. The signs of certificates (falseculments) misleadingly communicate their
function. On the other hand, the criminal has sufgps from the community, who sought the
false documents. It was a kind of crime that codiich the value given to education. It

signifies what is being happening to the qualityeofployee or job vis-a-vis educational

quality, especially if there are related casesiffer@nt areas of the country which needs

further investigation.
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In the same area (Arsi zone), similar deceptiomwsigns happened. The crimirintroduced
himself that he came fromouth Gonder, Amhara region. Entering the Muslim’'sddue ir
Shashamane town, he deceived the Muslim’s thatakebben hit by his families because
changing his religion to Muslir He used to wear clothes that ret Muslim culture
including hat and scargée Appendix, A: 12 His choice of religious subject for deceptior
a signifier of people’s proximity to religious mats that he thought to be simply suppo!

by those people who follow the religion of Isl:

Figure4: Image of criminal sed different signs to deceive people
(Source: from ERTA’s Auc-Visual library)

He covered around his stomach and back with ban@ageece of white cloth made fro
cotton). He also used a wooden bandage (materidd from Bamboo) on his hands and l¢
to mean that they are broken. He told them thatdtenot eaten any food for ten days

this information was checked and proofed by medikcaitors, and it was trt But, he had
not hit by his families anno injuries on his parts of bodieseHised the signs to dece

them in order to collect money. These all attemp&e unsuccessful after the pol
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examination on the person. He had brought to thet@nd sentenced to one year and eight

months imprisonment and 5000:00 Ethiopian birr.fine

Additionally, in Southern Nations and Nationalities Hadiya zone, criminals were found
planting cannabis on farmer’s land deceiving th@ewof the land by agreeing to plant tea.
In one criminal house 154kg cannabis was foundndutine process of investigation which
the police used it as information for further inwgation ‘signs of criminality’ (Innes, 2003).

He has two supporters (criminals). He was sentertoefive years imprisonment and
10,000:00 Ethiopian birr fine. His supporters seogsl to six month to two (2) years
imprisonment and 200:00 Ethiopian birr fine. Theref the leaf of cannabis as a sign

wrongly used to represent tea to deceive the farmer

In Addis Ababa, Nifas silk Lafto sub-city, there svanother case in which one person has
been noticed deceiving individuals to sell glithgyistone misleadingly as 1kg gold to
400,000 Ethiopian birr. But he was arrested for gwears and 5000:00 Ethiopian birr fine.

Hence, in entire examples illustrated above, diffiesigns and symbols are used to tell lies.

4.6. Representations of police and policing: the ferpretation of crime control

In the process of crime and criminal justice repngations, overarching portrayals of images
of police and policing in the news and other nareastories were evidenthese stories aim
at controlling crime in different ways: The wayswhich news is used to control crime is by
constructing all the activities, policies and stga¢s of police officers for production and

consumption. At this point, there is a belief tha public understands what police officers
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are doing to control crime so that they can eittumperate with police or cease from acts of

crime. Thus, the informants state that:

In our country, there are different kinds of crimesmmitted in different
areas”. The main objective of the police progranoigontrol such criminal
acts against the society. To control crimes theegfihe police program aimed
at educating, making awareness and understanditigesé crimes and their
negative outcomes socially, politically and ecormaily to the society

(Personal interview: April, 10, 2013).

Hence, the main objective is to contribute to tbatml and prevention of crime peacefully
by creating awareness about crime and the polidessgned for control and prevention.
There is a belief to make the country free fromaoser criminal acts by striving to make
conducive work environment for those individualsomommit different crimes in which
they work to develop themselves and their counife role of the media in this sense can

be defined as a tool to educate the society taacbeime.

Of course Mason (2003) suggests the significancreagfia images of policing for reasons of
transparency, or an indication of it, and challeggthe responsibility of public sector
institutions. However, the way they tend to do tl®uld be considered. For instance, the
other way they use to construct police and policimgages is through producing and
spreading the routine activities of police officeaad criminal justice system as news

agendas. This has an ideological significance.

While constructing the criminal acts, the procefsmeestigation and criminal justice system,
the community influenced by the messages in thesnaight cease from the acts of crime.
Still in this way, intentionally or unintentionallyhere is a sense of planting the strength of

police officers and their policies and strategiescontrol crime in the eyes and ears of
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audiences. The best example for this can be a ptioduof the trainings of police on
(military, government policies, strategies) andth# activities take place in the process of

capacity building as news events.

As a result, it facilitates the opportunity of igsiting fear of crime and concern within the
community. Community policings a strategy implemented through the coordinatén

people and local associations with police forcestoligh training sessions, it works to
enhance capacities of people in order to ensuteipation in the implementation of crime
prevention activities. For this reason, communigntered crime prevention which is now
working in Ethiopia appears to be inclusive. Theolwement of local associations is

believed to be essential for the continuation efithtiatives.

It is also emphasized as the important strategwddk in cooperation with the public to
control crime. The knowledge about this strateggnes through offering trainings to the
members of police officers and community throughditferent regions in the country. Thus,
most of news reports focused almost on the traiaimdjtrained graduates (polices), narrates
that most of the participants who acquired more ram@ss about community policing
worked well on controlling particularly crimes thattimize females in the community such
as sexual assault and these individuals were asified for it. Certifying individuals
encourages others to perform in the same way bedagsan be a way to the promotion of
police employees. So, it is a systematic way okingapeople concerned about crime and

crime control.

Therefore, the community policing strategy appdarde more important strategy in the

police program of the Ethiopian television. In @ese of community policing which takes
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place through training, the public attitude in thews gives the impression that there is an
appeal towards creating awareness to control camd seems fruitful since it aims at
educating and creating awareness to the numbeeayl@ so that they save themselves and

others from being a victim of certain crimes.

For example, in the news presented on Novembe?202Q@/ training has been given to some
communities of Bench-Maji Zone. The public opiniorcluded in the news reflect that
community policing strategy has been successfutlpliad in the area and resulted in
minimizing crime rates. Some of them claim that¢his a decrease mostly in criminal acts
from which females become victims. Police officeastitudes towards the community in
relation to crime control in general, and commurpityicing strategies in particular has been

mostly positive. There is a temptation towardsrgva positive image to the community.

As the producers understanding, community policsng strategy of controlling crime using
members from the community so as to cooperate i police force. By their
understanding, community policing is a strategycdfne control which focuses on the
community to make them participate in differentesasf crime not to be happened, and in
exposing crimes which were already happened dtsisategy experienced in most developed
countries such as England and Germany from whibiopia adopted and used especially in

rural areas of Amhara, Oromia and Tigrai regions.

According to informants, it has its own significena controlling crime. Everyone can
understand that only the police force cannot céntromes that occur in different areas
within the community. So, through the strategy omenunity policing, at least one person

should represent the family and cooperate withcpoto control crime. As a result, the
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middle-aged individuals and youths became partitgpand effectively controlled crime in

different areas.

According to their belief, most communities in Bfia want to live in peace; and so that
they attach the name gbeéace-loving communitya community that always likes to live in
peace. There are two important things that shoalddmsidered here: Their connection and
attaching such image to the community helps th&e@alfficers to make their bond to the
public more strong and sustainable. The second isnghat it paves the way for the
institutions to gain recognition and collaboratfoom the community in their effort to assure
peace and order. This helps them to make beliegeptiblic that they are as a public
institution, working with the community, and as esult became successful in controlling

crime and keeping peace and security.

Sometimes, the implementation of this strategy asensystematic. For instance, they have
been organizing youths in to different sport clubse name they give to these clubs has a
direct relation to systematic way of making thisibd part of police members. There are
names of clubs such as ‘Renaissance dam’ (relatéetEthiopian Grand Renaissance dam)
which has the message of initiating people to bthikel dam than committing crimes, Anti-

terrorist club, and Anti-contraband club and etce3e names have their own role to play in

crime prevention and control.

As a result, to build the image of both the comrtyuand themselves, they overemphasized
the whole society as peaceful and their successritrolling crime which one can consider it
as a system of manipulation. Furthermore, it hpsldéical implication because it naturalizes

the ideology of crime control and peace keepintpéosustainability of political stability.
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Despite their addition of community policing strgyeof crime control, police force as a
solution to events of crime and security of socief4s been an ideal representation which
dominates narrative stories of police and polidsgues. However, Hartley (2004) suggests
that, any analysis should be careful not to blameirmage of being patronizing or
demeaning. Because of successful accomplishmestiart term trainings and educations of
police forces were portrayed in news stories, ticetdd be a judgment of the representations
as other possible solutions from the communityqrazed or demeaned which contradict the
expression used as ‘peace loving community’ bygeojournalists.  Within such stories,
there are expressions supported by images of traane educated police forces that were
ready to serve the government and the communitg. rohtine activity of Ethiopian Police
University College (EPUC) concerning trainings gualice educations with the purpose of

working for human resource development and utilirahas been emphasized in the stories.

In the stories, the purposes of trainings explhibg the leaders of training institutions,
commanders and other responsible individuals. Atingty, the trained police forces were
represented as those who are organized with knge&letlinvestigation of the ever changing
complex crimes as a result of technological devaleqt, knowledge of democracy, human
and civil rights and etc. Furthermore, the imagesmmany queues of trained police standing
in front of trainers, leaders and commanders shgwiifferent military exercise
communicates their physical strength (makeup) awuitilnate power they hold to give

service in what they have been trained.

In addition, the success of police in the invesitgyaof violent and complicated criminal
cases and the portrayal of the process might aggstommunity to perceive police as a

powerful. In cases of planned violent crimes sagimurder portrayed, the public opinion in
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the stories has been fear of whether the offenderxdd be investigated and/or punished.
While the criminals in complicated violent crimere acaptured and brought to court, the
public tend to perceive that any illegal actionyewer it is serious and intricate would be
investigated, and couldn't be beyond police’s inigagive potential, emphasizing the
success of police. This perception comes from holic@ and policing are represented or

how stories related to this are framed.

Generally, the way the police officers representethe media revealing their routine works
in their institution and their structural relat&mp to the political institutions assisted them
to prevail in spreading their power, success, theyalty to the community and the
government, in supporting the development of thentry through crime control and keeping
peace and security. For instance, in the storysirgited on October, 23/2011), there was an
idea about current situation of the police. It egses thaEthiopian Federal Police has a
strong relationship with about 198 countries in therld concerning control of any criminal
acts and problems of security to work in cooperatioth the outside worldThis elucidates
their concentration to the social control and ttheology of possibility of strengthening the

strategy by including other countries to take part.

Moreover, the news stories were furnished with ifseies that connect Ethiopia to other
countries. The image of Ethiopia concerning criroatml, and keeping peace and security
as one of the African states has been stated. Xanm@e, because Ethiopia is the seat of
African Union, most of the meetings and confererte&s place in the city of Addis Ababa.

There has been no experience of security problemglthose meetings and conferences. As

a result, they tend to regard this quality to thecess of police officers works and activities.
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But, other factors such as people’s quality of @mexice for peaceful life would have been

considered in the framing of such stories.

The police ideology towards politics seems to betna¢ in some cases. For instance, in the
news story that narrates about the recruitmenteaf police forces from the public to train
(story transmitted on October, 2/2011), one of ¢hteria in which those individuals were
selected was neutrality to politics and free froemlg a member of any political party. This
figured out the police officers and their institutias politically neutral. However, in framing
their stories as they work in supporting governrisedevelopment policies by controlling
crimes not to be obstacles to such developmentitiesi, they distort the practical reality of

being neutral to political issues.

4.7. Public reaction to evens of crime and the Mat panic

It has been argued in review of literatures thatahpanic is the way in which the police,

Courts, politicians, and others especially the medspond to a problem of crime in such a
way that the nature of a problem is so exaggerthigdt has the effect of generating concern
and anxiety out of proportion with the actual natof the problem itself (Jewkes, 2004 and
Cohen, 2002). This reality is evident in crime ®&srportrayed in Ethiopian television and
can be seen in different news and entertainmeriestportrayed. Even though the study of
audiences was not included in this research,lielgeved that the audio/video texts analyzed
construct public reaction to the media throughemibn and insertion of public opinion to

crime stories. As a result, the way the communéyg been called to be part of the solution
itself was exaggerated. The way in which issueriofie become a concern of the community

is when the police officers need to cooperate tithpublic to control crime.
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My concern at this point is not the study of eféeloehavior, which is the question of whether
the exposure to these stories cause people to emgagmilar behavior, but the focus of the
study for this idea is the reaction of the publigiet is evident within the stories as well as
the concern of police and courts with the issuermfe and control which results in labeling

and moral panic.

In line with this view, their stories cover pasinoe events and risk of crime, comparing to
the contemporary works and successes of policeenffiand the public in controlling crime.
At this point, there are two important things ttedte place. The success of current police and
policing is emphasized and the contemporary crilméwvants are perceived as complex and
serious. In the contrary, the past generationaslél as criminal than the current generation.
So, there is a tendency towards attaching a qualitygoodness to the contemporary

generation and evilness to the past generation.

First of all, it is important to analyze how thenemunities react to events of crime and
crime control, and overall actions while workinghvpolice officers and how this reaction to

it creates such panic in the society. Then the ttdemedia played in generating such panics
could be analyzed from different points of view.shories that cover serious crimes such as
murder, the public has been called to react to guohlems to search for solutions. Hence,
the way public has been called to assist the paohwestigative process, and the other
responsible institutions to control crime and thaywthe events of such crimes are

constructed including public reactions to such évane sometimes overstated.
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The public reacted to the problem have differentc@gtion towards crime events. As a
result, perceptions of public regarding appropriass of the criminal justice system, victims
of crimes the police role in investigation of crignare issues of concern in the news and
other stories that are included in this part ofligsia. For example, there has been a reaction
to crime happened and transmitted on November013/&h which the offender of the crime
dropped acidic chemical to his girl friend in West&Vollega. People from the neighboring
reacted to the offence expressed their grief tosvélrd action. For instance, one legal expert

reacted to the case and stated her fear of siorilae cases in the future. As she put it:

Females should always be responsible and ceasestmomrelationship. It is
becoming a serious problem. Therefore, this andlaincases should be
controlled by cooperation of police officers, legaberts, and the community
in general. A complete behavioral change shouldectmsolve such problems

in the society (Opinion inserted in the story).

The seriousness of such crimes and female victiinizavas emphasized in her reaction to
this case. Her emotion and ways of expression tellghat females were more likely to be
victimized in such relationship. She is not blamthg offenders. But she is giving general
advice for females. Her idea also tells us thag #ind of crime could be controlled if the

public as a whole cooperate with those who areemad with the issue.

Additionally, the representative of a hospital ihigh the victim was treated also described
the seriousness of the crime, and then she lallk&dffender(s) of such crime as ‘selfish
young males’. She explained the criminal act whekes place between the couples as it

results from selfishness of males. Compared t@tiove reaction of the legal expert, this one
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tends to blaming young criminals. She did not pmdle victimization and male criminality

in broader social relationship. She simply geneealithe behavior to all males.

Therefore, commenting on events of crime and thieggctions of comments and ideas
conform to Cohen’s longstanding moral panic modkn{es& Collines, 2011). This is
because Cohen (2002) argues that these situatieraftan due to a divide between a group
of male youths and the society which does not pevenough opportunities for
improvement. In this case, all young males arel&b as self-centered and females as
always victims in which both are completely steypes. Due to the moral panic, youths
have been labeled as deviant and a threat to gq€pronkwo, 2008). Similar to what
Okoronkwo claimed, the fear has been extended doptiblic through television. Hence,
labeling and moral panics reach their highest levleén such different ideas spread within

the public and especially when the media revedh sipinions.

On the program transmitted on the same date (NogerB/2011), there was another case in
which one female murdered by her husband with amgliminal act.Her family and the
surrounding people reacted to the case more degjystThe victim died in hospital while
the offender moved to South Sudan. The divide betwaiminality of males and female
victimization emphasized and extended anxiety wimtkviduals responded to the violence

in the media.

Another crime which derived public reaction wagiane of robbery by gangs on roadway in

Ambhara region of North Gonder around Limalimo Maint(see Appendix, A: 3). The fear
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of victimization in the case of this event can beught in terms of moral panic model
created by (Cohen, 2002). Similarly, a moral pasia response to categories of people who
are perceived as threatening the integrity andaselbf a community or society (Jewkes,
2004).

Over reaction of the community to this event resilfrom the seriousness of the crime.
They have been suffering from criminals who haverbeommitting this crime for a long
period of time. No one could believe the offendsgscontrolled and brought to court. Police
investigative force was also supported by the comityuThe other way of reacting to the
events is related to the impacts of crime on tletinai This results from the fear of risk of a
single case which is generalized to the whole comitywWhen the media covers criminal
cases and all the impacts on both the offendertl@diictim, the story often framed as a
sense of making awareness and informing the ptdbecure themselves from similar cases.
As a result, the public become emotional and pta@gesense of insecurity, and this sense of
uncertainty spread in the community. On the othexy,wthe proportionality of the
punishment raises another question within the coniywu This is mostly evident on
reactions to serious crimes in which victims dietduse the public expects punishment to

be proportional, and the criminal to be sentenoedkeath.

Using the model of a moral panic to understandiskee is not to suggest that criminal
violence does not occur and fear of victimizatisndetermined solely by media publicity,
rather the media provide the public with a particul exaggerated framework for
understanding Criminal violence (Jewkes, 2004).sTisi also true to the case of crime

portrayed in Ethiopian state television.
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4.8. Representations of crime and Stereotypes

In the portrayals of crime in media, the problenstadreotype is reflected in different ways.

The differences in gender, age and class of crisiaad victims can be major causes for
such stereotypes to arise. Representation is kfiieltt on which none of us can be neutral
(Briggs and Cobley, 2002:314). In terms of thisni& is possible to observe different ideas
of how criminals and victims were portrayed on thases of gender, age and class
differences. Representations inevitably involverecpss of selection in which certain signs
are privileged over others (Dyer, 2002). Accordinghis argument, the portrayal of crime

examined to know which issue of crime, criminald &ittims given opportunity.

To start from gender related stereotypes, sigmflgaone can sense from the way in which
females were portrayed as more likely to be viaedi by males than the vice versa. Smith
(2003:116) suggests that crime of gendered or $axol@nce often overlooked with much
focus being on the practical police response afet®feness in achieving criminal justice
outcome. This is evident not only in presentatiohsriminal events related to rape, but in

other police programs that aim at control of crimg@inst women.

In the news story transmitted on October 23/201dvexhber 13/2011, and March, 4/2012,
stories of crime and control, and public reactiorctimes tend to label females as they were
victims of most criminal behaviors. Additionallyhe way female and male victims were
portrayed in television has been compared. Foaitst, the stories transmitted on October,
23/2011 focusing on male offended with chemical Hay girlfriend, and on November,
13/2011, focusing on female offended by chemicahby boyfriend were critically seen in

relation how their case portrayed.
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The same kind of crime has been committed on batle mnd female victims. But, the way
the story constructed for events differs. The storynale victim was a news story. However,
extensive narration was used in the case of femalm. Additionally, female victim
portrayed while she has been on treatment in tpitad (see Appendix, A: 16). This might
assist viewers to understand the extent of injaryer parts of body. In the contrary, no any
image was used in the case of male victim. Moreosi@ce enough airtime with different
attention has been given to the story of femal&@micpublic opinions were inserted which
extended the level of victimization. Further, theras an event of police training portrayed
with the purpose of reducing only female victimiaatfrom sexual assault. As a result, the
attention that is given for females in the porttayand by the government can be seen in
terms of (Gunter, Harrison and Wykes, 2003) whitltes that traditionally, most attention

has been devoted to the way women depicted asngi@n television.

On the other hand, crime of rape seems to be detednby age to punish the criminals.
Crime of rape was different in that the level aftimization determined based on the ages of
victims. In this case, it mean that if the victiam® middle aged females, the offender is likely
to be sentenced with few years imprisonment contbyeapes on younger females which
results in rigorous imprisonment. This shows tlgaleaspects applied to sexual crime to be
different from other crimes. Minimization of crinahcharges for other crimes may depend

on other factors/ situations mainly related to cniah

The other way of representation in which stereayagpear to be reflected takes us to the
issues of crime which are portrayed on televisibren though the purpose of this research is

not counting different kinds of crime portrayed, moncern to problems of stereotypes leads
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me to consider which crimes given more focus bypblece, justice system and then by the
media. Accordingly, more attention has been givestteet crimes and violent acts against
individuals than property crimes and corporate esnin ETV’s police programs, even
though some violent criminal cases were causedffepaers seeking for materials (money)
to survive. It is also argued that the news medghtdistort official knowledge of crime by
overemphasizing violent crime and underemphasignogerty crime. Most of crimes which

extensively covered were crime of murder.

The extensive coverage of such crime drives pulglaction as well as what (Hall et. al,
1978) commented, the discrepancy between crimewdred has been perceived as crime.
The way the producers construct story of murdereappto be the same, but comparing to

other crimes covered, serious attention has bee¢heoarime of murder.

However, the producers of these programs argue thay tend to focus on all types of
crimes. They say:df course, there is a tendency towards violent esmgainst human

beings, peace and security. But, it is not a dediteeaction”. They claim that they do not

intentionally choose street crimes committed bydowelasses. However, they admit that to
the audiences, it may seem to be street crimesibedhey cover most of the time mugging,
deceptions, murders and rapes based on the coaeemsk they draw to the society and the
social situation. But, there are deceptions conemhitb get money even in the corporations
and institutions (for example, bank) that were ayed. What can be admitted according to
the producers is that because of the time limithiwitthe newsroom, they have no an
opportunity to cover complicated crimes of corrapti But, focusing on street crimes
because of this reason can create an experiendefiofng crime limiting to street crimes

which is a stereotype.
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On the other hand, they have weak connection tcergédEthics and Anti-Corruption
Commission (FEACC). A corruption investigated by tiX@orruption Commission is
complicated and has a long chain; it is hard tfolup to produce and disseminate for the
audience within their time frame. But, they sayt tih@re is a situation in which they produce
the case investigated by the Commission when thiek that the event has something for
the audience. Additionally, they state that theyymaake contact of them to cover such
corporate corruptions in the future. The main panthat the producers admit that they do
not cover much complicated corporate crimes big itot a purposeful action to make the
difference between the types of crimes (street esimnd corporate crimes). Rather, it is a
failure of their systems. They also admit thatasta political implication, which demands

the attention by the police program.

Marx identifies social classes according to thedpminant structural characteristics of their
modes of production or economic systems. Therefodéyiduals represented as criminals in
violent crimes can be categorized under lower ctssety. This is because most of the
causes of violent crimes committed were by indisiduwho seek to gain money or any other
kinds of benefits. Moreover, street crimes are ednthat are committed by low income
society. We can relate this to the idea of (Brigggl Cobley, 2002) which argues that
stereotyping is a process of selection, magnificethtnd reduction. Hence, as a result of
selection of street crime to portray, property @&iand white-collar crimes are reduced and

street crimes are magnified.

Consequently, portrayals of crimes based on suffereinces, and absence of corporate
crimes coverage, and the labeling of this lowes<las criminals results in stereotyping and

criminalization of certain groups along lines ohder, age and class. The concept of binary
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opposition can be applied to analyze stereotypealesentations. By binary opposition, the
meaning of something depends on its opposite (Ep@001). The argument of Wykes
(2001) which states that ‘crime news mobilizes #x¢remes of value judgment’ is also

crucial since stereotypes result from such judgsient

For instance, those lower classes who commit treetstrimes obtain their meaning as a
result of the presence of crimes committed by upper middle classes which can be white-
collar crimes committed in different institutionadaorganizations. The focus on the street
crimes and ignorance of corporate crimes tend teeigge the meaning of evilness to the

lower classes and goodness to the middle and wgsges.

Therefore, in terms of what Fourie (2001) commeragsdtereotypes came to be seen as an
avoidable part of media representations, it caprbeed that realities in the representation of
crime, criminals and victims are distorted readitibat the value judgments of criminality
based primarily on the nature of crime and socifiér@nces rather than the legal basis. It
can also be seen in terms of what McKee (2001) emrgn Hartley (2002) that ‘it is
constructive to understand stereotypes as refigetidominant mode of representation rather

than seeking to judge them on their accuracy’'.

Over generalization of the problems of street esras the most troubles to the society, and
in contrast paying little or no attention to cowarporate crimes can reflect the dominant
mode of representation that those who are workinthé public institutions are generally
good. This kind of representation works to favort mmly for the criminals in such

institutions, but for the general political situwati of the country. It is similar to what
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(Monamodi, 2009) suggests that ‘stereotypes arenéiafly social constructions just as

media representations’.

As a result, the public understands those middissas who work in public institutions as
‘good’ and those lower classes as ‘evils’. Theref@o avoid stereotypical representations in
this case, equal opportunity should be given toouaccrimes committed at different levels

by different social classes.

4.9. Ideological orientationsof representations of Crime: Marxist Analysis

In this part, the ideological significance of regatations of crime in news and other
narrative stories were analyzed using Marxist aialyThese ideological values of the
portrayals are going to be examined with respedtaoxist theories discussed in this study.
Therefore, points that semiotically not better ¢nrg Marxist view of ideology in the

representations are subjected to Marxist analysis.

4.10. The Ideology of Crime news and narrative prauction

Before discussing the ideological interest thastsxin crime news of ETV’s police program,

it is important to first notice the circumstancésvaich such ideological contents come into
being in crime news stories. It is already mergtbthat the sources attributed to crime news
at different levels were police officers and coawin reports. This helps to produce stories

with ideological interest of these detectors.

From the Althusserian theory of the notion of ISg Which the ruling class influences
people’s behaviors and thoughts, media is maingduse influence the meaning of criminal

events and to spread ideologies of the ruling diasse community. According to Althusser,
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police is one of the RSA who work to influence pe&p behavior to propagate social
conformity (Fourie, 2001) and (Williams, 2003). $is a reality that is evident in the ETV’s
crime stories in using police force and courts twmnge criminal’s behavior through
punishments, thorough investigation of crime ancbugh control policies. Members of
police officers, acting as journalists and provglaaroom for some events and ignoring some
other issues mean that the news is constructed idétblogical position that exist within

police (who is acting as journalist) mind.

The issue of illegal emigration is an example oncWipolice construct stories as to prevent
it paying no attention to the broader legal framewhrough which solution should have
been provided. The point is that the emigrants Ehbave been given a life choice in their
country. Hence, if the police as one governmemigtitution because of the political structure
that relates police to the ruling class determimas the issue would be constructed, we can
simply proof Marx’s argument in (Williams, 2003)aththe ideas of the ruling class are, in
every age, the ruling ideas. This is because thdiart®y which the police determines what
should be worth reporting and why, is owned by goneent in which police reproduce its
dominant intellectual force by determining newswgrissues of crime in collaboration with

court officials.

Police officer is an individual who acts in a certevay in public institution. The state owns
means of production (media) by which police aspalists’ are engaged in meaning making,
defining newsworthy events of crime for the societhis can be seen from Gramsci's
hegemonic point of view. The hegemonic power ofgghlce seem to be reflected when the
police acts as source, determining what is wortbonteng and shaping the meaning it

constructs for consumers thereby winning the cassef the public in general, and
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criminals/victims in particular. Ruling groups hawn advantage of closing meanings
because they have the necessary power (William63)20 As a result, they become
circulators of dominant ideology which is alreadguwed by the proposers of hegemony

theory.

There would be an ideological interest in the @@a of events to be covered. For instance,
because some of the sources of news for theseteepa@re cases passed through criminal
justice process, the news angles and values @it is going to be determined and framed
by the court that verdict upon the criminal. Fostance, the news value of the event might
depend on the punishment of the criminal which ddpeon the seriousness of the violence.
Therefore, police officers and the courts in detaing what should be crime news facilitates

for them to construct their own ideology and attéuowards crime and control of crime.

On the other hand, the court is a representativandhstitution which operates under some
political condition in a country. Therefore, if tleeiminal is punished for crime related to
political cases, the punishment may depend ondéelagical interest of the court towards
politics, and so for determining the newsworthinesthe event because of these ideological
problems within individuals. At this time, no oreedble to determine the public interest itself
regarding the story which may result in instigatsggious common political pressures in the

community.

In addition to acting as the source of the news,isBues that are covered in the news stories
do not only represent the work of police officersd aheir ideology towards crime and

control. Rather the story is furnished with theoildgy of ‘nationwide political, social and

133



economical issues’ which frames the issues abauivbrk of police officers in controlling

crime relating to its significance for national eseconomical and political development.

The working ideology that is transmitted to the |pribs crime control strategy is connecting
criminal acts to the consequence and the riskiafecrMaking the community aware of the
risks and as a result everyone can participateotdral crime, and then keeping peace and
security for sustainable development. Thereforerehis an ideology of initiating huge
number of Ethiopians through mass media to maka therrticipate on national issues. Thus,
it is the strategy they use to win public consemtstand on behalf of them or the

‘government’ in the process of crime control.

The Gramscian conception of ideology as a strupggteveen ideas (Williams, 2003) or the
idea which stress individual’'s intensification aiedponse to the society and culture they live
in become meaningful when, as they putittjs' not a time for everyone to join criminals, or
behave according to them, rather it is a time takMor a country’s development and once
own benefit This is a way of either persuading the publiegreby gaining public will. The
ideology produced through the response of the gotoehe statement made by police forces
is therefore, the ideology produced from the stleigg ideas between the police and the

society.

If the community accepts and do all what the gobificers say, there is no room for acts of
violence or crime. This can also make the socidtipal environment more conducive for

sustainability of the working political structure the country. Hence, one can understand
that the ideology which is being articulated irstbase is not only the ideology of crime and

control which is police officers as one public ington, is always responsible for, but it is an
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ideology that loaded from the above, from the goment’s political interest using police
station as one of its political structures, and ittess media to spread the ideology to the

society.

As a result, the hegemonic role of media as anesggon of elite interests is reflected. The
events are report of reality that determined anpeddent on police officers and court
officials. For this reason, ‘reality’ is shaped liije production processes of news
organizations and the structural determinants wfsamaking (that is police officers or courts
in ERTA’s case) who may shape the image of crimieinals in the minds of the public.

This is also evident in reporting crimes that hbgen solved and resulted in a conviction.

Additionally, their generalization of crime, crin@hcases and risks of crime to general
political situation of the country, especially foetworking socio-economic policies of the

government than simply focusing on reports of anahicases, assisted the government to
preserve its political philosophy emphasizing oa ¥iew-points favorable to the status quo.
Police represented as a powerful way out to crinoblpms in the media. The media is used
to construct the routines of police officers regagdcrime control, even though there were

other strategies of crime control.

By crime control policies, it is emphasized thathe portrayals, the success of the police in
controlling crime as it resulted from the policia@sd strategies of the current government,
and the implementation of the policies as it rexstifrom cooperation with the public. While
the government sets out policies, the communityessnted as one of the bodies that
participate in the implementation of the policiemperating with police officers and courts.

Hence, it can be regarded a system of winning apraf the public to control crime and
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claiming to acknowledge the policies. Changinglibkavior of criminals would be related to
what Althusser argued that all ideology functioosonstitute individuals as subjects, which
is a social construction, not a natural one (FQ@3). This is mainly because the process
by which individuals labeled as criminals and satgd to change their behavior is a social
construct, that it is a social and cultural expras®f the behavior. Additionally, codes and
conventions in the society are important factorstiie behavior to be marked as a criminal

behavior.

However, these representations of events of crirag mot appear to be a conscious attempt
to present the political ideology of the rulingsdaThe situations and the angles in which the
stories framed intentionally or unintentionally peated from the general political points of
view as well as from the national capability to tohcrime. For example, the police forces
contribution and success in keeping peace andipeatithe time of international meetings
in Addis Ababa by different African leaders was é&m@gized(e.g. program transmitted on
February, 4/2012). There was an expression thégéssttoday’s addition of the work on
peace and security on important duties accomplidinedEthiopians regarding the African
Union in the past has brought a spirit of peace aedurity in the country” The other
sentence reads dthough we are working day and nighénd the work of police seems

difficult, we are satisfied because we prevent erand so no feeling of exhaustion”

Therefore, we can sense the intentional constmuctd police image or success
and/unintentional representations of ideologiesarols political situation in the country
(Ethiopia). It can be related to what Hall argueg¢Niorley and Chen, 1996) which states that

Ideology is a struggle to articulate the positidrileadership’ within the social formation.



Hence, it is a struggle for winning approval of ipchl stability by making people

understand the situation of peace and security.

In addition, what can be an important example opleasizing the current political situations
in relation to crime portrayal is how criminals pnison were represented in the media. In
their program (January, 15/2012), there was a s@&fiseomparing the situations and
treatments for people in prison that has been épexd during the military regime with the
EPRDF government. The opportunity of getting for@@lication, trainings in different skills
represented as important experience of EPRDF goerh But in their whole expressions,
they tend to refer to the past and condemn theamjlregime’s policies. They claim that in
the past political situations people in prison héeen suffering from different hardships

because of weak legal policies to protect humantsig

In the contrary, prison houses in EPRDF represers an important place where
individuals in prison learn a lot and change thhavior from being there. So, they believe
that criminals arrested for a number of years isgor might use their experience and skills
they acquired in prison to change their future. litas the idea or a rule of rehabilitations of
criminals which is encouraged by the law. Doing tbey tend to give the opportunity for

criminals to speak on behalf of themselves to gigaions about acts of crime as well as

how they live in prison.

Therefore, it seems to serve the police and cadeslogy when criminals by themselves
speak that no one criminal can be above the lagebiout of control committing whatever
criminal act on individuals. At this point, we cahare what Hall argued in (Morley and

Chen, 1996) that ideological statements are madadiyiduals in prison, however it might
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not be resulted from their consciousness or imentbut it is formulated within ideology of
the body that regulates the prison houses andindedduals in prison to make meaning to

the outside public.

Similar to this, Berger (2000) explains Marxistticriof the media which states that ‘many
people in the media do not recognize the extemitizh their messages contain ideological
content’. The reality is that while giving theiriapn about the prison houses, people in the
prison might be conscious of their ideology abohé tconditions in the prison but

unconscious of the ideology they are reproducirauaithe wide political arena.

Generally, the portrayals of their routines, aneirtttodes and conventions, and how they
construct crime stories, from the process of s@giuls to the investigation and criminal
justice system merely fashion the news and nagstielear and meaningful ideological
position of the government. The police investigatisuccess on cases of crime, the
community participation in supporting the investiga and the results of all the processes
regarded as signifiers of situated political coidié that assisted the process to be
flourishing. This can be a systematic favoring floe government to extend its political

ideology.

Finally, to know about how far such messages vd#ological interests of some groups can
influence the receivers (audience) of the messageneed to think about the audiences
literacy level, maturity and experience in relatimnwhat Hall(Laughy,2007) argues with
three categories of decoding messages containieglagies. Adoption of the dominant
ideologies, negotiated ideologies and disagreemghtthe ideologies depends on the nature

of the audiences which needs further study.
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Therefore, in relation to Hall's preferred readifigose, 2001) which states ideologies
become preferred reading when they are interprieyedudiencesannot be proved using

textual analysis. But as a matter of simplificatitns important to see with the idea of Bauer
and Gaskell (2000) which states an act of readitexior an image is constructive process.
Reading or viewing images of crimes can also beretcuctive process because it depends

on the audience’s interpersonal interaction witthsmages.
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Chapter Five: Conclusion and Implications

This chapter presents conclusion of the study Wl findings. After that, it forwards

implications for future studies.

5.1. Conclusion

The study was conducted on representation of crameé justice in media (television)
focusing on the Ethiopian television’s police p@gr It examined how criminals, victims,
police as well as issues related to policing prieserwith objective of exploring what

meanings and ideological leanings could be presunoed such representations.

Qualitative research was employed on the basesxtdidal analysis, using semiotic analysis
and Marxist analysis as analytical tools of cokectexts. Semi-structured interview was

used to support the interpretations of informatiathered from the texts.

Accordingly, using convenience and purposive samgpétrategies, twelve (12) hour weekly
stories of ETV’s police program which were trangedtwithin the first seven months (from
October 2011 to March 2012) were collected. Twarimiants from producers of the story

were also interviewed.

Depending on the methodological approaches usedgegearcher examined different texts
collected based on the analytical categories ti@tde types of stories, focus of the story,
types and nature of crime events portrayed, prasentof the stories, the subject matter of

the stories, the ideological values of the staaied implications of the portrayals.
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Stories were critically examined in relation toitheages or using images as a sign and their
meaning based on how they are used to constrditteagaf crime and justice. Such analysis
of different images has showed the semiotic sigaifce of crime stories and the meaning
that they construct in the community. The ideolagicrientations of representations were
also analyzed with particular reference to how cets tend to control crime and how they

used to treat criminals and victims.

Consequently, the findings revealed that the ETYdice program focused on the
presentation of different crime events such as erof burglary, mugging or robbery,
murder, deceptions, pouring of acid on human bodiesie of rapes and fraud (deception).
These different crimes are occupied in news anchtiee stories. Sources of the stories are
police and courtrooms. There are selection crittoranews stories and these criteria are
connected mostly to the nature of crime and critginBhe society’s cultures and norms are
also considered in the presentation of some criiMeseover, news stories of crimes on the
process of investigation and trials in the coumnoseem to be constructed by different
people, because crimes are committed in the contynand realities are constructed within

that community which makes crime stories a so@abktruct.

Semiotically, these different kinds of crimes aralyzed using different sign systems and
appeared to generate different possible meaninys.sfories are constructed and presented
using various signs and images. Images of crimiaadsvictims, as well as police (policing)

and justice systems presented revealed compreleemsanings. From images analyzed for
meaning, the researcher has attached differenttakgms and connotations to the signs used
in the construction of the stories. Moreover, tlesearcher applied different systems of

analysis and these sign systems generated differaptof looking at images of crimes.
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Some criminals appear on television while theyardrial in the courtroom and sometimes
the producers use their photograph. Victims are gisrtrayed by their photograph.

Especially, photograph of the dead victims are usdatie narration of murders which helps
to identify who the victims are. Image of some Endigs snatched or stolen portrayed on
television are analyzed. This images and signsirdegpreted as signifiers’ of different

concepts in crime stories. Their iconic, index@atl symbolic values examined in relation to
how they are used in the stories as well as sonmuermeanings more than what was
intended. Some images and signs are used to dguedyde and analyzed in terms Umberto

Eco’s notion of ‘signs and truth’ which gives instg on how signs used to lie.

Therefore, by using the Saussure’s “signifier aighiBed” and Pierce’s “triadic model”

(icon, index, symbol), the images used in productbcrime stories are interpreted in terms
of their values and reality that could be conseddrom such images. In the portrayals of
police as detectors of crime in stories and issafegolicing, some images and signs are

interpreted as symbols of power and to have idecdbgignificance.

The interpretations also examined the public reactd crime within the stories in terms of
the moral panic they generate to the public. Heoemments on different crime events were
examined and interpreted in relation to what liier@s claim about the issue of the moral
panic. Especially, crime stories of murder and esplattracted the community attention in
which fear of crime is reflected more. Stereotgpiepresentations in line with ages, gender

and criminal class are also revealed.

In line with the language (expressions) used, #searcher interpreted the way police

program is constructed to represent ideologicalevaif the police and the government. In
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this case, presentations of police routines, thelicies and strategies of crime control which

includes the community appeared to have ideologicgilificance.

Moreover, Marxist analysis which is especially lgggpto detectors or police and policing,
and justice system, mainly the way media is usedaotatrol and prevent crime revealed
different ideological interests with especial foarshegemonic role of the media. Thus, the
interpretations show that there are situationstathvthe media is used to shape and control
meaning thereby presenting the detectors ideolbgntarest which is important for the

working political structure to sustain.

5.2. Implications

Representations of crime and justice in Ethiopelavision have some implications. First,
since the sources of news or all narrative starespolice officers and courtroom officials,
the stories are subjected to selection, evaluatimh sometimes rejection of these detectors
than journalists or police practicing journalismhi§ causes the ideological position of the

detectors to prevalil.

Second, the variations in the portrayals of crirhinaages, the absence and presence of
images in the construction of crime as well asréieonstructions of some stories distort the
meaning of crime and the reality of the actual ¢v&he use of images in the production of
different stories when it is only possible to ascesnd presenting others without images

gives emphasis to some issues of crime while pairapnsome of the issues.

Third, the use of different images of criminalsgtirns, and police and courtroom officials
and properties facilitates the opportunity of gatiag different possible meanings using the

images as signs. Police response to crime, crigiibahavior, victims’ level of victimization
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and the power relations in the process are isisscould be interpreted by the use of such

signs.

Lastly, crime representations are more likely tw@public reaction which generates moral
panic. Hence, producers should consider the probikite they construct and present crime
stories. The problems of stereotypes in representatlso need particular attentions since

they cause social difference.

Such implications need particular attention to givéssues of crime and media especially by
those who are engaged with production and portsagfatrime stories. Therefore, this study
is not an end by itself. Crime is the concern aérgvstate since it has political, social and
economic impact. The technological developmentstha future may cause different

complicated crimes to happen. Issues of crime aedianwill always subsist and appear to
require investigators who want to study on how tiedia should be used to prevent and

control crime in general, and to detect the cridsim@ particular.

Moreover, with the development of technology, tlenplexity of crime will increase, and
this demands technologically equipped police ingasibn force. In relation to the way
media should react to control and prevent crimés difficult to say this or that. However,
within the complicated nature of crime it is moikely complicated nature of media
representations of crimes to appear. As a redudt,pblice members who are acting as a
journalist should take care of their decisions ipalarly on how to construct the realities

about issues of crime.

Further, different concepts about crime and metiajinals and victims, police and policing

and justice systems are revealed. Different imppassand knowledge are produced from
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interpretations of such representations. Howetlerse concepts and knowledge produced
invite researchers for other studies. Issuesmementations in relation to crime need further
research because researchers, using the sametberan@thodological approach may find

new possible realities.

To the end, further research should also followelation to the investigation of the role of
media in crime control and prevention. In our coythiopia, study of audience’s behavior
particularly, how they use crime stories in the rmgdow they react to crimes, and
particularly, how much they can negotiate messafdbe media which carries detector’s

ideological interest should be included in the fatstudies.

145



Bibliography

Abdissa, Z. (2010). “U.S. Press Representatiorhef3outhern Sudanese Civil War, 1983-
2005” (Unpublished PhD Dissertation). University déw Mexico, Albuquerque:

Mexico.

Allen, G. (20003). Routledge Critical Thinkers: Rio#l Barthes. London. New York.

Routledge.

Bauer, M. and Gaskell, G.(2000). Qualitative Redgiag with Text, Image and Sound: A

practical Hand book. London. Thousand Oaks: Sapéidations Ltd.

Berger, A. (2000). Media and communication reseancbthods: An introduction to
Qualitative and Quantitave Approaches. ThousandsQOakndon. New Delhi: Sage

Publications, Inc.

Berger, A. (2005). Media Analysis Technique$ddition). Thousand Oaks, London, New

Delhi: Sage publications.

Briggs, A. and Cobley, P. (2002).The Media: An dultnction. (2°edition). London and New

York: Pearson Education Ltd.

Burton, G. (2005). Media and Society: Critical perstives. (Tedition). England: Open

University Press.

Childs, P. and Fowler, R.(2006).The Routledge Diwry of Literary Terms. London and

New York: Routledge

146



Cohen, S. (2002). Folk Devils and Moral Panics: Tneation of Mods and Rockers.

(3“edition). London. New York: Routledge
Comboy, M.(2007).The Language of the News. Londwhldew York: Routledge.

Creswell, W.J. (2007). Qualitative Inquiry and Resh Design: Choosing Among Five
Approaches. (’2’ edition). Thousand Oaks. London. New Delhi: SagbliPations,

Inc.

Croteau, D. & Hoynes, W.(2003).Media Society: Intdes, Images and Audiences."(3

edition), United King Dom: Pine Forge Press, SagigliPations, Inc.

Curran, J and Gurevitch, M. (2000). Mass media Sodiety. (Fedition). New York:

Oxford University press, Inc.

Dattalo, P. (2008).Determining Sample size: Balapgower, Precision and Practicality.

New York: Oxford University Press, Inc.

Denscombe, M.(2007).The Good Research Guide fotl-seele social research projects.

(3%edition). McGraw Hill companies: Open UniversityeBs.

Dornyei, Z. (2007). Research methods in applieduistics: Quantitative, Qualitative and

Mixed Methodologies. New York: Oxford Universitygss.

Dyer, R. (2002). The Matter of images: Essays opr&eentation. (Pedition).London and

New York: Routledge.

Ezzy, D. (2002). Qualitative Analysis: Practice andovation. (fedition). Australia: Allen

& Unwin.

147



Fereday, J. and Muir-Cochrane, E.(2006).DemonstydRigor Using Thematic Analysis: A
Hybrid Approach of Inductive and Deductive CodingdaTheme Development.

International Journal of Qualitative Methods 5 @uistralia.

Ferrell, N. and Websdale, N. (1999). Making Troub®ultural constructions of crime,

deviance and control. New York: Walter de Gruyter. |

Fiske, J. (1990).Introduction to Communication &sd edition, London and New York:

Routledge.

Fourie, J.P. (2003). Media studies: Institutionbgedries and Issues, Volume One, South

Africa: Juta Education.

Given, L. (2008).The SAGE Encyclopedia QualitatResearch Methods.(Volumes 1 and 2).

Los Angeles. London. New Delhi. Singapore: Sagdipations, Inc.

Goode, E. and Ben-Yehuda, N. (1994). Moral Panit& Social construction of Deviance.

Blackwell: Oxford UK & Cambridge USA. Blackwell Plihers Ltd.

Gray, A. (2003). Research Practice for Culturaldis: Ethnographic Methods and Lived

Cultures.(f'edition).London. Thousand Oaks .New Delhi: SagdiPations Ltd.

Griffin, E. (2012). A First Look at Communicatiorh@ory.(&'edition), New York: McGraw

Hill Companies

Hall, S. (2003). Representation: Cultural Represtgoris and Signifying Practices. London.

Thousand Oaks. New Delhi: Sage publications.

148



Hall, S. etal.(1978). Policing the Crisis: Mugging, the Stateqd &aw and Order. {&dition).

London and Basingstoke: The Macmillan Press Ltd.

Hartley, J. (2002). Communication, Cultural and le8tudies: The Key Concepts,(3

edition), London & New York: Rutledge.
Hill, S. & Fenner, B.(2010).Media and Cultural Tijgoventus Publishing ApS.
Hope, T. & Sparks, R. (2000). Crime, Risk and lnsiég. London: Routledge.

Innes, M. (2003).Investigating Murder: Detective \Wand the Police Response to Criminal

Homicide. New York: Oxford University Press Inc.

lorio, H. (2004).Qualitative Research in Journalisraking it to the streets. Mahwah. New

Jersey. London: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates, Inc.

James, M. and Collins, A.(2011).Media ConstructiafsViolent Crime: New Voices in

Psychology (Art). Durban: South Africa

Jarrell, L.M. (2007).Environmental Crime and the diée News Coverage of Petroleum

Refining Industry Violations. New York: LFB ScholaPublishing LLC.

Jewkes, Y. (2004). Media and Crime: key approathesiminology.pdf. London, Thousand

Oaks, New Delhi: Sage publications Ltd.

Kidd-Hewitt, D. & Osborne, R. (1995).Crime and thkdia: The post modern spectacle.

London Ann Arbor, Mi: Pluto press.

Laughy, D.(2007). Key Themes in Media Theory. Mo&Hill: Open University Press.

149



Lechte, J. (1994).Fifty Key Contemporary Thinkdfsom Structuralism to Post-Modernism.

London. New York: Routledge.

Lincoln, Y.S. and Guba, E.G.(1985).Naturalistic uig. Newbury park.ca: Sage

Publications

Louw, E.(2001).The Media and Cultural Productioontlon, Thousand Oaks, New Delhi:

Sage Publications, Ltd.

Mason, P. (2003). Criminal Visions: Media Reprea#gahs of crime and criminal justice,

USA & Canada: Willan Publishing.

Miller, R. L.& Brewer, J. D. (2003).The A-Z of S@diResearch: A Dictionary of key Social
Science Research concepts. London. Thousand Oalksv Belhi: Sage

Publications.

Monamodi, N. (2009). Rainbow Pride in the Rainboatibh: The fictional representation of
lesbians on the South African Broadcasting CorpamgiMaster’'s thesis).

Johannesburg: South Africa.

Morley, D., Chen, K. H. (1996). Critical DialogugsCultural Studies. London: Rutledge.

Neumuller, M. (2001). Hypertext Semiotics in then@oercialized Internet. Dissertation zur

Erlangung des akademischen Grades eines: Wien.

Okoronkwo, N. (2008).The phenomena of Black youtime and how Black youths are

portrayed in the media. Internet Journal of Crinmgg. United Kingdom

Procter, J. (2004). Routledge Critical Thinkersug®t Hall. London &New York: Routledge

150



Rayner, p. et gR004). Media studies: The essential Resource. cwondNew York:

Routledge: Taylor & Francis Group.

Rose, G. (2001).Visual Methodologies: An introdactito the Interpretation of visual

materials. London, Thousand Oaks, New Delhi: Sadpigations Ltd.

Saukko, P. (2003). Doing Research in Cultural ®&stdin introduction to Classical and New
Methodological Approaches Yédition). London. Thousand Oaks. New Delhi: Sage

Publications, Ltd.

Smith, M. J. (2010). Relating Rape and Murder: H@ares of Sex, Death and Gender. USA

& UK: Palgrave Macmillan.

Stokes, J.(2003).How to do Media and Cultural StsdiLondon. Thousand Oaks. New

Delhi: Sage Publications Ltd.

The Criminal code of the Federal Democratic repubdif Ethiopia: Proclamation

N0.414/2004.

Thwaites, T., Davis, L & Mules, W.(1994). Introdogi Cultural and Media Studies: A

Semiotic approach, New York: Palgrave publishets Lt

Tierney, J.(2006).Criminology: Theory and ConteX2™edition.), England: Pearson

Education Ltd.

Tomaselli, G.K. (1996).Appropriating Images: Thenfsatics of Visual Representations.

Intervention Press.

151



Tyson, L (2006). Critical Theory today: A User-fiidly Guide, (Qd edition), New York and

London: Routledge.

Ulmer, .J. T.(200).Sociology of Crime, Law and Dewe.(Volume IlI). Amsterdam-New

York-Oxford-Shannon-Singapore-Tokyo. Elsevier Sceemc.

Vanderstoep, S.W. & Johnston, D.D. (2009).Reselfethods for Everyday Life: Blending

Qualitative and Quantitative Approaches. Josseg:Batin Wiley & Sons, Inc.

Walklate, S.(2005).Criminology: The basics. Londdwew York: Rutledge.Taylor &

Francis Group Plc.
Williams, K. (2003).Understanding Media Theory.ndon: Arnold.

Wu, X. (2012). The Portrayal of Crime in Chines¥ Trime Infotainment Programs:

(Master’s Thesis). Uppsala University: China
Wykes, M.(2001).News, Crime and Culture. Londorri8tg. Virginia: Pluto Press

Yin, R. K.(2011).Qualitative Research from Start Eish. New York. London: The

Guilford Press.

152



Appendices

Appendix, A

Images of different crime stories Analyzed
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Appendix B

Interview Guide for the ERTA'’s Police Program Proeis

1. Why you are concerned about criminal events or vihdhe objective of the
portrayals of criminal eventd®hat role do the media play regarding the control
of crime?

2. What are the sources of crime news for police @og?

3. What are the criteria you use in the selection@ks events? What are your
newsworthy elements to decide what is to be covered

4. Does the police program portray events of crimeneastigation; or only cases
that has been solved? If so, how realities aboablpms on the process of
investigations are constructed?

5. What kinds of crime do you focus on to report? Ehare deficiencies in
covering property crimes and corporate crimes; mgdnquiry on texts shows
that there is a temptation to cover street crimed w@olent crimes against
human beings, why is that?

6. In most of the news events, there are stories tabioel significance of
community policing as crime control strategy in iBfiia; what is community
policing? Why is it important?

7. Some stories do not have images of both criminads\actims or either of the
two; don’t you think that the absences of imagesujgport the stories affect the
truthfulness of the event or how realities are toased?

8. Some stories narrate events of crime that happlmedtime in the past; how
do you construct such stories? Don’'t you believat tine reconstruction of

events distort the actual realities?
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9. In representations of images of criminals and mistin television, how much
do you think that criminals and victims with resptrthe cases of crimes, their
age, and gender and class difference, are equadliet!?

10.What do you think about the reaction of the pedplevents of crime? Don’t
you think that the images project a sense of in#tgcanxiety to them?

11.In the stories, there are some similar events iofecfor which criminals were
treated (punished) differently in the criminal jastsystem; what do you think
about the proportionality of punishment to theingnal action?

12.1n some events (e.g. illegal human trafficking)tpayed, there is no significant
response to the crimes by police and justice syatévhy? And what is the

media’s policy to react to such problems?

Appendix, C

List of informants

No | Name of| Sex | Position Nationalit| Date of

informant y interview

I Mokonen Gartew| M Police program Ethiopian | April, 10/2013
(Deputy producer,
commander) editor and

coordinator

I | Daniel Damtew | M Police program Ethiopian | April, 10/2013
(Deputy producer and

commander) presenter




Appendix, D

Dates of transmission and codes of programs archigzd the issues focused in the programs

1. September, 25/2011(ESR, 317: B).

« Stories about illegal human trafficking, crime ofirder, crime of deceptions,

and crime of rape were focused.
2. October, 2/2011(ESR, 317: C)

» Stories of meetings of police officials, about s&tn of new police

members for training, news about federal policatsgab
3. October, 23/2011(ESR, 317:F)

» Stories related to police trainings, crime of thefime of using chemical to
attack, crime of murder, about the Ethiopian fatlgrolice and public
discussion with police

4. October, 30/2011(ESR, 317: G)

e Stories on police training, crime of theft, polig#scussion with the
community, crime of acidic chemical spray and crilmie murder were
focused.

5. November, 13/2011(ESR, 317: 1)

e Stories on issues related to police and policinguding trainings on
community policing, crime stories related to murdéaud (deception),
burglary, different activities of Ethiopian polic&niversity College,
graduation of trained police and their images, eriof spraying acidic
chemical.

6. November, 20/2011(ESR, 317:J)
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» Stories on police training on controlling femalectimization and gender
equality, crime of rape, crime of theft, training community policing,
7. December, 11/2011(ESR, 317: N)
» Stories related to police and their activities
8. December, 25/2011(ESR, 317: P)
» Stories about people in prison, Ethiopian PoliceévErsity College, crime of
theft, illegal human trafficking, crime of murderjme of theft.
9. January, 15/2012(ESR, 317: S)
» Stories on police training, crime of fraud, Cherhiaiack, on prison house,
illegal human trafficking.
10. February, 4/2012(ESR, 317: U)
» Stories related to keeping security during intemaktings by African Union
were extensively narrated.
11.February, 19/2012(ESR,317 :W)
» Crime of theft, illegal immigration and crime ofhigery were extensively
narrated.
12.March, 4/2012(ESR, 317: Y)
» Stories on police training, training of people amenunity policing, crime

of murder, fraudulent.

*ESR, 317 is code given to police program in ERTA @Adio-visual library
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