e Reference Target LRT-BE4-V3

LY

ADDIS ABABA UNIVERSIT)
SCHOOU OF GRADUATE STUDIES

T"AU”IONA‘ pROL\L’{:Tl()f\J "“:‘.{o‘.*-'-',:.i‘.'" ES ANE

R Il

CHALLENGES OF THE PEASANTS OF TIGEAY At

' LIS AN
/ PARTICULAR EMPHASIS TO ADLSENAY |
f([)l AMMARA | '.',-l'.ﬁl 1L ‘ s M B .':."\.\.,.' 0\

"

£y

u’} : '." ‘ ‘V' ‘iu-fu.-'- !l'_- !



ADDIS ABABA UNIVERSITY
SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES

TRADTIONAL PRODUCTION PRACTICES AND CHALLENGES OF
FHE PEASANTS OF TIGRAY WITH PARTICULAR EMPHASIS TO
ADESENAY AND ADEAMBARA LOCALITIES IN ADWA

VTHESISSEBMITTIED TO THE SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES
OF ADDIS ABABA UNIVERSITY IN PARTIAL FULFILLMENT OF
FHE REOQUIREMENTS FOR THE DEGREE OF MASTER OF ARTS IN
SOCIAL ANTHROPOLOGY

nm

ZELALEM MERFSSA

JUNE 2011

ADDIS ABABA



ADDIS ABABA UNIVERSITY
SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES

TRADTIONAL PRODUCTION PRACTICES AND CHALLENGES OF THE
FEASANTS OF TIGRAY WITH PARTICULAR EMPHASIS TO ADI-
SENAY AND ADEAMHARA LOCALITIES IN ADWA

By

Zelalem Meresa
Approval by Board of Examiners
-1~
Hiewl 7
Ady v Date
lssernal | warmimer Signature Date

Mﬂhaam_,&l:ﬂ.u» L4 .zq_— ...(ﬂ.l.n}_lo [ l

Date



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

First and foremont, | would like 10 express my cordial gratitude to my advisor Associate
Professor Hirut Terefe for her unreserved academic and professional as well as moral support, the

whole way through my paper. Her casy approach and encouragement, not only as an advisor but
#h0 23 @ mother wans of capital importance for my successful accomplishment of the paper.

Secondly, thanks is due 10 my brothers Alula Meressa (Dr.) and Hiwnet Meressa for their
imemonse and uncountable support morally, financially as well as academically right from the
beginning of my education as an clementary school student, till this time.

Thindly, | am indebied to all my informants and participants from Adi-Senay and Adi-
Amhars, and 10 the employees of the Agricultueal Bureau of Adwa Wereda. Had it not been for
their support, my paper woubd have proved futile

Last but ot least, thanks goes 10 Addis Ababa University School of Graduate Studies for
mnﬂlmdmmmﬂhdlmmwhohswlhuﬁng in my life and
especially for those who helped me a lot in the preparation of this thesis. Thanks a lot, especially
Tarih Madgu (for her all rounded support)



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT e enartibinii b oeris R T e i
LISTOF TABLES ... oot bsbinsiitaietsste E A St e vii
LIST OF FIGURES - T SO viii
LISTOF PLATES.....ocscscsssnens Ry SR e N NI viii
BB TR smvmmorittosioniinediiiinmmaissiinsstce PR PN G A e AR ST xvii
Chapter
FHACKGROUND TO THE STUDY AND THE STUDY AREA |
V1. DOchground 10 the SR ......oococunecsismmisnissisisssommssssssimismmsmsssssssesserssssossmemmmseee |
LLLL Genersl objective, ..o PR 3
LLA2 Specific objectives ... iVt crvthstpastrsssce weimkiinbbs asssnndd A
1A Research Questions. ST sea it asetutosamessimasseassotsssesiss )
LS 1 Rationale behind the Research Sites Selection peasitssssassgmossstirisil

5
LISA2 InDepth Interview...... . ; 6
LS A0 Focus Groups Discussion. .. wwisl
L1544 Informal Discussion ... 8




1.1.5.4.5. Life Experience AR 9
1.1.5.5. Data Analysis ... NS S

L e T
1.2 General Background Information about the Study Area.......................
L2 1 Location of the Adwa Wereda ..o

132 Climate of the Adwa Wereda ..............oooooveovrornonnn, .

123, Topography, Population and Subsistence of the Adwa Wereds ...
124 The Rescarch Sites of Adi -Senay and Adi ~ Amhars ...

125 Important Elements of the Material and Non- Material Culture

Mhhh}dmnmmmw ......................

L350 Traditional Malr < Deessing SUyes. ..o
L2530 Men's Mairs Dressing Style ..o
1.3532 Women's Mair - Dressing Styles....................

AL R Y
L TR S L e e

135, 5 Settlornont Pattern and House Types................_
I REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURES .

200 Substantiviem P S

ERs hw RARA R L L LT L L P T Ty
il Formaliem . . TS sb 108 20484 400000 s00 0000t em 00 me

ccccccccccc

2 The Comcept and Dimensions of Indigenous Knowledge

li.Cﬂq—“MhThm

---------------------------

16

o}
|

20

w20
w20

21

26
26

el

27
28

30



2. 4. Conceptualizing Production and Subsistence Production......... S R 31
2.5, The Concept of Distribution and its Chanscteristics ....................... 32
R R ool aimopisdasasnisaorishss 33
252 Redistribution ..., isda einasaie TS 33
253 Market Bxchange ... e I e 34
2.6 The Concapt of Decision: MEKING. ... eoeesssses s 34
28 The Concopt and Charsctoristics of Labor Organization........................... 36
TEAGHICULTURAL FIELDS OF PRODUCTION AND THEIR ECONOMIC
AND SOCIO-CULTURAL VALUES ... 38

L1 Agricuttunnd Flokds of PRoduction....................coooemmmmmmmssommmo. 38
MLLA, OMIF CIIPE ccsivmsrimiomimmamiomsmmonmensmumemimmmmtman (49
Y
L1232 Production of Goats, Sheep and Donkeys ... §3

1.2 Ecomomic and Socio- Cultural Values of the Agricultural Fields of Production

n Relation 10 Distribution Systems and the Decision-Making ............c......... 56

B2V Kinmmd (Festivity of Partsh) oo 56
120 Siwabesl (Festivity n Remembrance of 8 Saint or God)..........oooooooi 57
123 Mabber (Geoup Festivity) . ’ 59
334 Meren (Marviage' Wedding) ... - R, 61

v



3125 Teskar (Ceremony in Remembrance of a Deceased) ..o
3.3 Declsion-Making in Distribution and the Principle of the Wodihawabo
IV TRADTIONAL MECHANISMS OF PRODUCTION .

412 Zervel (Sowing) ...

4.0) TM(WW

414 Anld (Harvesting) ..

415 mnmu.wwmm)

LR R Tnut(mw‘rnmmubn) ....................................................

432 Wolers (Marching in Growp) ...

VORAFT FRODUCTION AND AGRICULTURAL IMPLEMENTS .

S 1 Craft Proshaction |
S L1 Dasketry

S0 2 Leather Products Dsomesems st eatimt A O SO TV G SN S s smrasnare

S L& Potsery .

: 3 TIT] " 21 AR R L e A R RS T LT T T T T LX) L T

32 Agrultural Implements
HIA't:-MWth.



VECHALLENGES AND TRADITIONAL MECHANISMS TO

6.2 Traditional Mechanism 1o Cope with the Challenges ..................
6.2.1. Traditional Mechanism to Challenges in Crop Production ...

622 Traditional Mechanisms to Challenges in Animal Production

6221, Systomatic Distribution of FOErs ..o
6223 Cooperation with Lowlanders ...,
621 Traditional Mechanisms to Challenges in Poultry Production

sunsisiil 01

nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn

------------------------

ooooooooooooooooooooooo

624 Traditional Mechanisma 1o Challenges in Apiculture Production..................

6.2.5. Traditional Mechanisms to Challenges in Craft Production .,

VIESUMMARY ANDCONCLUSION
11 Sumenary .
72 Conclusion. .
REFERENCES
APPENDIX (PLATES) .

vi

B T T T T T Y

101

e 102
worsna 102

102
102
109

wians 109
—

12
12
13

veneeen | 14
wne L 1
w1 16
w118
il



LIST OF TABLES
Page
Table

1. Virbetion of Barkey and THOIr FUBCHON .......c...ccooonvoensssesnsssssssscnsssosmsessmseonen 41

K Important Implements of the Ox-Drawn PIOW ... S 91
O Traditional Implements of Measurement For Crops ... 94
10 Traditional Units of Measurement for Crops Visa-a-Vis the Unit in Kilogram ....95

T Crop Type and Birds that Aack TROM ... 100
12, Crops Sown Mixed and Reasons Behind ............................. U R 104

13 Crops that Replace each other I8 ROBION .........coooooovoverommmiersssssicsssmmmmnses 106
A FOMIer TYPO M SOMMONSE . rinrereseccmesesasssssassasseseeerssestesseeesssenes 11



LIST OF FIGURE

Plase

Page

L L

P Informant from AdBSEnaY ...

L Growp Participants in Focus Groups Discussion .........

IV ORIIen Camylng Wood ..ot

V. The Traditional Stew Wilbet with Enjers............o.oooiiii

VI An Adarssh with Corrugsted lron Rool ...

VIL An Adarssh with Stem and Soll Roof and 8 Gebela

VITE Kodhem 8 POPSOM ittt

IX. The Role of Donkeys ...

-------------------------------------------

-------------------------------------------

-------------------------------------------

N Women Preparing Kodo ..o oirnrsrmmsssssssssssesssmseesesssmmnon

---------------------

X1 Clergy and Elderly Offering Blessing in a Zikir Festivity ...
NI Researcher Participating in & Threshing FIOOf .............oooeroer 126

NHL A Man Carrying Haystack (Tewra) ...

XIV. Varietios of Basketries

.......

------------

Page

121

w121

122

o 7

w123

123

124

) |,

125

wovis 129



BV VRS OF PO scrmesiioiinisiissciiiiiiommnin i s sesvecorooon
XVL A Peasant Using Mechalo) R ek eSS

XVIL A Peasant Using Mesae)

XVUL A peasant Using Sefel)

XX Tower in a Fleld 1o Protect Birds and Rodents........ooo

LIST OF MAPS

Mape

Lo Map of Adwa Wereda .. RS

Page



i

HE I TR T

GLOSSARY
shiro with more pepper powder
mat from skin of sheep
an evergreen tree
harvesting
traditional ritual that enables shy children become sociable
time starting from May to June
white soil that serves for smearing wall
lazy
traditional drink from honey
rope serving as a prod to drive animals
small gate at the from
large gate ot the back
stew from ground pepper and other spices
fertile soil
manure from dung of animals
staple food of the Tigreans
tannad but not yet used for specific purpose
room that serves as a veranda
crop in a threshing floor (ready to collect after threshing)
plowing slightly
dowry
solid ressdue from siwa
room from wattle and daub with thatched cone roof
collecting cut bundles during a harvest
kernel still in the husk; chaff or trash from threshed grain
dry season from December to February



persons that melt iron

ash

# woman that has just given a birth

liquid residue from siwa

stew from legumes and other spices

nigerseed cake
stalk from sorghum, red sorghum and maize
special group of people that used to produce clay products
oll

local self growing tree similar to the wild pear
harvest season from September to December
red soll necessary for smearing wall

small sized wisp

rainy season from June to August
festivity of & parish or a nearby hamlet

dried dung

wolf growing ever green bush

oval shaped large sized wisp

fine clay soil

traditional labor organization that originally works on
balanced reciprocity considering age and sex

black muddy soil that serves 1o smear wall and for clay
festivity of group of 12-16 individuals

phow ing

raditional labor organization as a result of religious
observance by those who support

ever green local tree
mfertile soil
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wedding/marriage
the inner part of a compound
a naming for the whole parts of the ox-drawn plow
mead
#ching in a field following the plowshare during plowing
plowing for second time
Crop rotation
plowing for fifth time
dismantling weeds by hand after the land is plowed
plowing for fourth time
plowing in a way that can hold water
plowing for third time
Moning
plowing to leave the land as fallow
sowing
crops those are sown early in May and even before
fand with crop residues (land which was used last year)
pranary
temporary stay early in the moming
full woman
green grazing land, meadow
special purpose stick that serves to drive animals
traditional stew from legumes and other spices
woup
kcal akoholic drink, local beer
ceremony for remembrance of a deceased person
traditional stew from bean or pea



boiled grain
weeding
very carly time of harvesting

scason from March to May

carrying stalks with grains or fodder

mixed cropping

black soil

any one in ones locality

marching in group

threshing and winnowing

festivity in remembrance of a saint or God by Himself
Circular plowing
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Map 2. Location of Tigray
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ABSTRACT

Peasants always account for the majority especially in the technologically least developed
countries. More often than not, peasants are not only the majority in terms of number but also
they are the major producers. What they produce covers not only their personal needs but also the
personal consumption and socio-cultural needs of other groups of people like urban dwellers and

government employees as well as their governments.

Peasants, though they constitute for the majority in terms of number and they are the major
producers, they live and produce, however, under uncertain situations, where they are
disadvantaged (s significant number of scholars underlined it) from economic, political, cultural,
social @ well s ecological and environmental realities. The paradox, of course, lies here. How
come peasants the majority in number and the major producers happen to be the disadvantaged
proups?

Ihe paper deals with the production practices and challenges of the equally disadvantaged
peasants in Tigray, from anthropological perspective. To this end, qualitative methodology was
employed and accordingly, whereas participant observation, in-depth interview, focus groups
discussion, informal discussion and life experience were used to collect the primary data;
document and literature analyses were employed to gather the secondary data.

In I flading. the study reveals that the peasants in Adi-Senay and Adi-Amhara participate
i sach flekds of production like crop production, animal husbandry, poultry, apiculture and craft
production. They participate in the aforementioned fields to secure economic and socio-cultural
values, and also W0 respond W thelr political, ecological and environmental realities. Here,
whereas the economic values determine tholr production decisions; the socio-cultural values like
he s of the wodihawabo guide their distribution decisions. Besides, the study finds that the
poasants wse as major production mechaniasms such like means as: division of the year in to
specific agriculiural seasons, division of labor based on age and sex (that has resulted in women
to be overloaded) and organization of labor through traditional institutions. Moreover, the study
shows that the peasants deal with thetr challenges through employing traditional mechanisms that

fevalve sround developing and sharing knowledge as well as cooperation among one another and
with outsaders like the lowlanders in West Tigray.

Finally, it holps 10 note that cooperation between highlanders and lowlanders, opportunities
of production and the iesue of displacement of significant number of peasant houscholds due to
Midmar Micro Dam can all be points of interest in the rescarch sites that demand further
mvestigation

v




CHAPTER
BACKGROUND TO THE STUDY AND THE STUDY AREA

1.1, Background to the Study
LLL Introduction

Ferraro (2004:160) noted that “peasants usually make up a large percentage of the
wtal populstion and provide most of the dictary needs of the city dwellers.” The reality in
Tigray s not & different 1o this, and thus the peasants account for the majority of the
population in the region, and they are sources of the main consumption needs of those in the
citben. This latter assertion bolds water in relation to the fact that the peasants dominantly
participate over the sgricultural sector, which is the main source of living in Ethiopia, in
genoral and in Tigray, in particular. In this regard, Webb and Von Braun (1994) noted that
“the agricultural sector is crucial 1o Fthiopla’s economy [] it employs over 85 percent of the
active population and sccounts for almost § percent of GDP" (p.41).

Chiven the fact that “like other parts of culture, the way people go about producing is not
haphazand or random but rather is systematic, organized, and patterned (Ferraro, 2004, p.175);
research s mandatory 0 understand how any production is practiced and how the factors of
production are utilized in the process of production. Thus, it is in light of the above fact that |
seeded to study the production practices of the poasants in Tigray. | did so, thinking of them
0 be not different in thelr production practices to any other societies as explained by Ferraro
(though they may have unique characteristics), and considering them that they produce in an
organised way, & case which needs further rescarch to understand, especially from
anthropological perspective

While studying the production practices of the peasants in Tigray, duc attention was
grven o study the ways the peasants go about producing crops (cereals, grains, legumes,
oilsends and other crops), livestock, crafts, agricultural tools and other of their needs through
traditionally organizing the common and basic factors of production of any peasants “land,
labour and capital” Barker (1989) In this regard, the focus was not only on studying the fields
of production and types of products of the peasants but also on studying the mechanisms that
they employ, the economic and socio-cultural values of their products; the basis that guide
el decisions, and of course the most serious challenges that they encounter in their
production practices and the traditional ways they use to cope with their challenges.




1.1.2. Statement of the Problem

Pankhurst (2002:25) in his article that deals with the overview of the research
contributions of anthropologists and sociologists in Ethiopia has written that “there has been a
wendency for studies relating to peasants 1o focus on land tenure and geographically on
Northern  Fihiopla, whereas studies relating to pastoralists have focused on resource
management and geographically on the south and east of the country.” Under the same token
a reading of the research papers (which are of chief importance from anthropological
perspective for this paper) in Tigray, reveals that peasants have been the focal point. In this
regard, & mention can be made of notable personalities like Bruce, 1976, 1994; Bauer, 1975,
1977, Kiros, 1995, Alemtschay, 2002 and Asmelash, 2006 who have all conducted their

stuadien by focusing on the peasants of Tigray,

In nutshell, the main emphasis of the rescarches of the aforementioned personalities
were on land tenure and reform, household economy and development, gender and its role on
rursl production, survival strategies fn the face of famine as well as the dynamics of social
organization in response 1o land reform, war and famine.

I different way to the focus of scholars in Tigray, significant numbers of scholars have
focused on the study of the production practices of communities in the South (though not
mecessarily on pessant communitios). Here, Donham, 1978 (with his study on the Malle
production), Cebee, 1993 (in which he studied the production practices of the Ari people);
Chrmaye, 1993 (that he assessed the production practices of the Bench); Berhanu, 1995
(where he studied the production practices of the Wolaita) and Dagne, 2004 (one who
ssewsed the production practices, challenges as well as the local responses of the Gedeo
peopie) are all recognized sources o consult

Therefore, having seen all these above literatures, it can be stated that the production
practices of the peasants in the northern pant of Ethiopia, especially in Tigray have not been
deeply stadied and assemsed. Accondingly, the study was conducted in order to fill the evident
£ & regands 10 owr understanding of the production practices of the peasants in Tigray in a



113, Objectives

Any research has to be undertaken in light of certain objectives it needs to meet.
Underlining this simple fact, this research was undertaken giving due attention to the

following general and specific objectives.

111 General objective: In conducting this paper, the general objective was to understand
and know the nature of the production practices of the peasants in Tigray.

1102 Specific objectives: This research had also some specific objectives that it set.
Accordingly, it was done intending 10 meet the following specific objectives.

o To ldentify and discuss the fiekds of production of the peasants in Tigray,

o To find out and explain the economic and socio-cultural values the products of the
pessants do have,

¢ To examine the mochanisms that the peasants of the area involve in their production
practices,

o To find out the basic sources of the decisions that are embedded in the peasant
production practices and their distribution systems,

o To Menmify the challenges that the peasants of the rescarch sites face in their

o To point out the traditional mechanisms that the peasants of the localities under
mvestigation employ in the face of the hardships they face, be it natural or man-made.

LA Research Questions

It s 0 date common in Social Sciences Rescarch to have some basic rescarch
questions which could serve 10 augment the statement of the problem. Accordingly, while it
war undertaken, this study had been made to have answers for the following basic research
questions.

1. In which fiekds of production do the peasants in Tigray take pan?

3. What significances do the production practices of the peasants in Tigray have? Are the
production peactices done for consumption or do they have some other economic and
worocuitural values?

3 What types of production methods do the peasants employ?

4 Which factors gusde peasants’ decisions in their production practices and distribution
vystems” What are the hases of their decisions”



S What are the most pressing challenges that the peasants’ of the research sites encounter in
their production practices and how do these peasants deal with their most pressing
problems? In this regard, the focus was in finding out, what traditional mechanisms the
peasants involve to cope up with their most common and serious challenges?

LLS The Research Methodology
1051 Rationale behind the Research Sites Selection

The study was undertaken in two small localities in Adwa wereda, known as Adi-Senay
and Adi-Ambara. Why?

Ihere were theee equally important ressons. First, | opted for the two localities due to
that | was native of Adwa This was 50 as | believed that being known and familiar in the
srea, it would be possible for me 1o have casy access 1o my informants and participants in
particular, as well a3 10 the localities and the people there, in general. Second, [ opted for the
two Jocalities because | knew for sure that they were among the long established sites where
poasants had lived for conturies given the fact that both are situated in a relatively fertile area
which is crossed by one of the big perennial rivers that cross Adwa, that is, Midmar. Third |
opted for them bocause of the reason that both the localities are found at reasonably fair and
noar distance from Adwa town (where | had 1o stay during the writing up sessions after field
work ), and for they are both easily accessible through both transport by car or on foot.

Saying so, finally | want to add the reason why | opted for two and why not for one
locality . | opted for two because | wanted to get benefit of covering a wide arca in terms of
geography and by doing =0 & | wanted 10 enrich my information about the production
practices of the peasants under consideration, in relation to difference in soil and landscape as
well a8 other differences. Besides, | opted for two because it is said that peasants even those
very neat to oach other in terms of geographic proximity, produce diversified products and are
faced with varying problems Fasil (1993).

LLAL Research Design

According o Bryman (2004:27) “A research design provides a framework for the
collection and asalysis of data. A choice of rescarch design reflects decisions about the
prionity boing given 10 & range of dimensions of the rescarch process. ™ Cognizant of this fact,
the type of rescarch design that the study under consideration has utilized was descriptive



rescarch design. The aforementioned design was used given the fact that the research was
proved 10 be basically qualitative type of research and hence it needed qualitative data that
can better be collected through methods suitable for qualitative data generation and

LLAN Data Source

This study needed both primary and secondary data. As to the secondary data, I used
governmental documents both in and out of the Adwa wereda (for demographic and
asdmintstrative information), and scientific books and other related literatures (to augment
background of the study) Conceming the primary data, | conducted field work, meet the
nformants and'or participants (as we call them in group discussions) in person or face-to-
face, while observing what was going on there as participant observer. [ also used informal
discussions during observation. Finally, | used my life experience as data collection
mechanism and for interprotation purpose.

LS4 Methods of Data Collection

Data collection methods included: participant observation, in-depth interview with
informants, focus groups discussion, informal discussions and of course life experience as
woll as document and literature analysis. All the methods were used, underscoring the
importance of crosschecking data, through employing different and several methods. The
discussbon below s all about the primary data collection methods.

LS AL Participant Observation

To begin with, if it demands to mte one of the most contributing methods in
snthropological fleldwork, participant observation is obviously one. * Participant observation
is fleld rescarch in which the ethnographer is not merely a detached observer of the lives and
sctivities of the people understndy, but is also a participant in that round of activities” (Crane
& Angrosino, 1984, p6d). In light of this fact about the method, | undertook observation of
the asctivities of the peasants in their overyday life, while participating with them. | observed
while participating in economic activities performed by males, and to some extent in those
done by fomales. Some of these were locals’ gatherings, such as labor organization or feasts
and other occasions like mectings. Here, | observed how the peasants produce and collect
theer products (for example, | ook part in two threshing occasions); what they produce (by
observing thewr vanows products like crops, livestock, poultry, bees, tools and so on); what



constraints they face secing them tackling to both natural and man-made problems, and of
course what mechanisms they employ to deal with their most pressing problems ( in this case
for example, | saw them fertilizing their land with a manure, and | have also observed them
preparing and plowing their lands). | performed all these and several others which are not
mentioned, &s participant observer, underscoring the fact that “the best way to reach an
understanding of the ‘particular circumstances’ of a people is to go to live with them” (Crane
& Angrosino, 1984, p. 67).

Cienerally, my participation was in the range what Gans (1968) as quoted in (Bryman,
2004, p 302) called, “researcher participant,” in which my involvement was limited as far as

the smooth undertaking of the rescarch required.
LLSAL In-Depth Interyiew

According w0 Bryman (2004: 319) “The interview is probably the most widely
employed method in qualitative research.” Accordingly, | used interview as one of my main
data collection mechanisma. In this regard, first of all based on age, knowledge, social-status,
populanity and gender | had 1o purposively approach and select some informants for the in-
depth imterview. | opted for some informants because “not every one in every community
knows showt everything about every aspect of his culture (Crane & Angrosino, 1984, p. 54),

Since acoess 1o socheties like peasants in which an outsider could casily be identified is
often difficult, | used the role of “gate keepers or sponsors™ Bryman (2004), in order to
familiarize myself better with the society. In this regard, | met high school students at Nigiste-
Saba Comprebensive Sentor Secondary School, Adwa; who were coming from both Adi-
Senay and Adic Ambara localities. Here, as explained earlier, the ultimate goal was to use
them & scquaintances, based on the belief that being students they would have all idea about
research, rescarchers as well as about what this undertaking, research needs. Besides, | had
also 10 vislt the agricultural bureau of the wereda' on advise that | got by the time 1 visited
the municipality of the wereda. My visit was 10 look for possible help that | could get from
the sgricultural bureau given the fact that it is much related with the peasants and their affairs.
Fortunately, | was able to meet agricultural agents who were assigned to the areas where the
rescarch sites are located. These individuals practically proved to be instrumental firstly in

U A reference for an admintstrative umit hedow the zone administration
6



introducing me and my rescarch plan to the locals, and secondly in locating my informants
and participants based on the criteria | explained above.

So generally, having established rapport in the way explained above and through telling
the nformants my identity and purpose of the study, | conducted the in-depth interview using
a semis structured question format, in that Tigrigna was used as a medium language. Here, in
conducting the indepth interview the main concern was to find out the peasants’
understanding of their production practices; decisions they make and the bases of their
decisions as regards their involvement in production and distribution; the socio-cultural
values of their products; the main and most pressing constraints they most commonly face and
the traditional mechanisms they employ 1o cope with them. At this level, based on the above
eritenia set o solect the informants, | interviewed seven informants from each locality. From
the total informants | met in the two localities, |1 were men, and three were women, Plate |
and 2 show sample informants from both the research sites (see plates | and 2). The women
were only three bocause it was difficult 1o access and convince them to be interviewed given
the fact that they were gencrally buay.

Finally, | would like 10 make two things clear. Firstly, that all the in-depth interviews
wore done based on the suggestion which read “Once one or more informants have been
selected, and once the othnograpber s satisfied that their information is trustworthy, the
provess of ‘depth’ interviewing can begin™ (Crane & Angrosino, 1984, p. 57) and secondly,
that all the interviews were conducted once allocating one to two hours with each informant
n that all the isterviews were recorded, transcribed verbatim at daily basis, and then
tranalated in 1o English

LLSAN Focus Groups Discussion

From its very nature this method serves “to study the way in which individuals
collectively make sense of & phenomenon and construct meanings around it” (Bryman, 2004,
pMHEL Accordingly, o get the utmost benefit of the method, first | located my group
participants, purposively. It was purposive because it was conducted through formation of
homogenous growps in terms of age, knowledge and experience. In this regard, the
participants were found 1o be two groups of youngsters and four groups of elderly that differ
from each other by age, knowledge and experience. Here in the focus groups discussions,
great care was taken in order 1o avoud any dominance of one group member over the others as
well as any extrancous disasters like those resulting from bad settings.
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The rule of thumb in focus groups discussions as to Morgan (1997) is, *3-5 groups in
which 510 participants (p. 34)" are advised to take part in each. Accordingly, I could firstly
locate & total of 40 participants from both the localities and with that | was able to have three
focus groups discussion in cach locality, in which the participants in each of the groups were
at average 6 in number (see sample plate 3).

In conducting this method, while | myself in person acted as moderator of the
discussions through providing instructions of discussion, posing questions from among the
funewl-structured questions and recording responses; trained local individuals, one from each
locality were playing the role of a note taker (for this purpose they were trained in a way
which enabled them o recond feelings and emotions of participants, as well as the settings in
whare the discussions ook place). By implying the method, | could point out why peasants
produce cortain products, what values they give to these products and what values they think
the products do possess, what mechanisms the peasants employ in their production practices;
and finally what factors impose challenges 1o their production practices and how they deal
with them, smoothly .

To wind up this section, | conducted all the focus groups discussions around churches
and other settings where there were little external distracters, devoting in average 1 %  hours
0 each group. | did take these two actions above 1o avoid any feeling of discomfort on the
side of the participants resulting from bad setting and also from sitting for a long period of
titne

LLALA Informal Discussion

When in the field | had informal discussions with a number of people from different age
groups, children 1o adults, both males and females. Those informal discussions were very
mstrumental in terms of helping me 1o reframe my questions and thoughts, as well as in
kocating my informants for the in-dopth interview, and my participants for the focus groups
Giscussions. Moreover, the discussions proved to be important in terms of filling some gaps
mhmmm“mmhim&mhm&mmrmusgmups
MIWhm.hlhhwwd.fwmple.lbenemcdfrommyinformal
m:m&mm&ﬂmﬁmofu\emﬂagﬁcu}w
implements which are discussed in chapter S of this paper.



LLESAS Life Experience

As | explained carlier | was bom in to the society whom 1 studied. Due to this, I had
some background information about the issue of the production practices and challenges as
well a8 some other related cultural issues of the peasants | studied. Accordingly, I have to
admit and witness that | also employed my personal life experience to collect the primary data
and 1o interpret cultural meanings amid of the data analysis.

1155 Data Anslysis

The research proved qualitative in its nature given the fact that the methods employed
wore instrumental in gencrating qualitative type of data. Accordingly, the analysis of the
qualitative dats was done starting from the first day of the fieldwork, and starting from that
first day, | was busy transcribing verbatim, translating the transcription in to English (for the
Interview and the Focus Groups Discussion were conducted in Tigrigna language), arranging
snd reduciong the raw data in an attempt to connect them in 1o the very problem of the
resoarch, trough searching for key themes. Here, it helps to note that, all the primary data
weore analysed side by side with the supporting secondary data that were found from the
consulied lterature reviews and documents. The secondary sources were especially very
helpful in comnecting the analysis of the data to the two famous theories, Formalism and
Substantivism, which were used as guiding principles to this paper.

LLAA Fihical Considerations

In all the implementation and usage of the above methods, | considered some ethical
requirements that one research needs to consider. Accordingly, firstly, | went in to the
concerned bodies of Adwa wereda (where my research sites lie) with a letter from the Addis
Ababa University, for casily access 1o the sites and for legality purposes. In connection to this,
before | could meet the inhabitants of the localities, | had 1o meet high school students in
Adwa who happened 10 come from the rescarch sites and also the agricultural agents who
ware assigned 1o the arcas where my research sites are found, in order to get help from them
i terms of creating rapport with my informants, using them as acquaintances. To this end,
Manﬂhmlw-ywmnyinfmmun:uwllumypmicipmumcvery
purpose of the research. Moseover, | had 1o have informed consent of informants and
mhm.mhmmﬂofmfmphowgmphingme
soenes of the interview and the focus groups discussions as well as other of their activities.



Finally, it deserves 1o indicate that | showed some highlight of the very content of the draft
paper 1o some of my informants and participants (who were cager to know what will result
from the information they gave me), before | left the arcas. As a matter of fact, this was done
in order to cross check the content of the paper having used the informants and participants as
witnesscs.

LLAT. Field Experience

20 January, 2011 was the date when | started my field work. In this particular date, |
went 1o the municipality of Adwa wereda. There, after | bricfed my research proposal to
some personalities whom | met there, | was advised by them to better visit the agricultural
bureau of the wereda.

As sivised, | visited the agricultural bureau on the next day 21 January, 2011, The
employees of the office were ready to help and support me, in the form of building my moral,
andd assigning relovant employees who were working as agents in Soloda and Mariamshewito
arpas, o o

After this, having bricfed the nature and objective of my research proposal, | appointed
the agricultural agents for some other specific time. Next, | then went to Nigiste Saba Senior
Secondary School to meet students who originally came from the research sites. My reason
for looking them was 10 use them as acquaintances after briefing my rescarch proposal to
them. Fortunately, | was able to meet one student whom | knew before; and with his help and
the suppont of the school’s vice director (whom | knew before) | was able to identify and meet
two students from the rescarch sites

This was » big leap forwand in my research undertaking. As a result, being accompanied
by cne of the students, it was possible for me 1o visit one of the localities, Adi-Senay on the
25% of January, 2011

On the next days, 26- 29 January, | revisited Adi-Senay and already begun meeting
MMHMMWmmmimwmkiniLMhispmmce
and due to the briefings of my research objectives as well as my known family backgrounds
i the area, the majority locals pledged to help me doing all they can. Thus, I was able to
conduct my study from then onwards for half of my stay in the research field, in Adi-Senay.



After | conducted half of my work in Adi-Senay in the household of my host family, in
the manner of an in and out style till March 1, 2011; | set my journey to visit the other

In the fiest day of my joumney o Adi-Amhara on March 3, 2011; it was unfortunate that
| ventured the way alone. This happened after | missed the high school student | had an
appointment with, due 1o confusion of location of appointment, As by the time [ missed him, |
had already travelled 446 Kms by car; it was more advantageous for me not to return. But my
daring 10 go alone was proved 1o be challenging. It was challenging because [ was told that 1
had missed the right and shortest way to Adi-Amhara. This happened after | travelled for
more than 15 minutes penetrating the tiresome ups and downs of the rugged territory of the
surrounding mountainous landscape on the way to Adi-Amhara. But, because the passersby
who told me that | missed my way meanwhile advised me to continue redirecting my way to
the west direction and using a nearby peak as reference point; | had to continue my way. With
the help of the advice from the passerby, | journeyed for | % - 2 hours on foot and 1 finally
reached the locality feeling very tired.

Having encountered the experience | mentioned above, | regretted that 1 was too tired,
more than it actually deserves, but meanwhile, | was happy because [ learned a lesson. The
lesson was that & researcher must always be accompanied by locals in his/her fieldwork, for
better and satiefying results and even for security reasons,

Afer | reached Adi-Ambhara, | immediately went to the houschold of Ato Teklegiorgis
Abedom, my host family in Adi-Ambara whom | could select earlier, with the help of my
informants from Adi-Senay. Reaching there on that first day, | told my host family that | was
A student and that | was there to conduct a research as requirement for graduation, With that,
my host family became willing to help me

In Adi- Ambars | bogan my real fieldwork after 3 days of my first visit of the locality
on March 3, 2011, on March 6, 2011. At the stated specific time, | was able to select and
locate some additional informants and participants with my host family and others who were
there ot that tme. Generally I stayed conducting my study till April 4, 2011, in the form of in
and out manner, for writing up and for other additional purposes like buying batteries.

Tﬂyl“hhﬂhh&nﬂ.ﬂmdﬁmtﬁumﬂmthough!
plasned to come and meet my advisor in the middle of my stay in the fieldwork, due to



commumication problem, | was obliged 1o arrive at Addis Ababa by the time my advisor was
not around. This first seemed a very serious problem for me but as my advisor had showed
and guided me how 10 tackle problems doing research early in the preparation of my proposal,
| was able 10 solve my problems. Besides, it was not as such serious problem because I could
meet my advisor later, earlier than my original plan and | could make things went alright in

her prosence

What did | do and learn as well as encounter, while | was in the field in both the
research sites” When in the research sites | interviewed a total of 14 informants from the
ehderly, young, both men and women. | also had focus groups discussions with purposively
selocted participants based on age, knowledge, experience and popularity. Here | could not
include gender as criterion because | had no discussion with women. The reason was because
they were not easily met and accessible for group discussions in relation to the work overload
that they have and the managerial role they play in their houscholds. Moreover, | conducted
observation of agricultural activities like threshing: construction of clay products like kudo
(bee-hive), foasts like wikir (remembrance) and wedding (they are discussed on chapter
theee ), childeen herding animals and fotching water as well as carrying wood (see plate 4), as
& participant in which my participation was limited so far as the smooth undertaking of the
research allowed me 10 do so. Furthermore, | had also had informal discussions with locals
from all walks of life about important issues like crops and their variants, soils and their types,
challonges and thelr mechaniams, feasts and their values and so on. More importantly, | used
also my life experionce as one data collection mechanism.

In performing all these, things were not free of problems, and thus 1 had to face and
enscounter some challenges. The challenges were like reluctance by some locals who
happened 10 be government officials (at the lowest administrative structure) and by some
ordinary peoples 10 support me in the claim and ultimatum that they need per diem if they
were o participate as informants and participants. They were as such reluctant even reaching
the extent of wying to tell the other willing locals to stop cooperating with me unless | pay
them some money. Although they were not successful for the majority locals rejected them,
their attempt taught me one thing. The lesson was that their action helped me to imagine how
much per diem s working to dismantle the very culture of the societies, that is, hospitability.

On the other hand, the other challenge that | faced and that | would like to write about is
the umcountable, extremely much governmental meetings that were going on there. The
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meetings were as such challenging that | could not even meet locals for weeks long, and I had
1o rearrange my appointments with them repeatedly and several times. That was as a matter of
fact one remson for staying long in the field. So, generally, having seen all that | explained
above about the meeting sessions, | was surprised o learn that in the past, the peasants used to
count and observe Saints Days not to work on their fields, now they have started counting and
cbserving mocting sessions for the same purpose.

116 Significance of the Study

This research is believed 10 have certain significances to yield in both the academic and
practical ficlds.

To begin with, for the research was conducted 1o study the production practices of the
peasants of Tigray, in the academic arena. the findings of the paper could widen our
understanding of peasants and their economy in general, and the peasants and the economy of
those peasants in the resoarch sites, in particular. That is, from anthropological perspective,

As regands the contribution of the paper in the practical aspect, it is clear that Ethiopia
in general, and Tigray in particular, are basically dependent on agriculture, economically;
though it could not be said that their cconomy is totally dependent on agriculture. Hence, in
relation to this, understanding the production practices of the peasants, that is, those who are
involved in agriculture more than any other section of the societies in Ethiopia could help to
sugment the economy of the nation through strengthening the strong sides of the peasants’
production practices, and avolding their weaknesses, So, the paper's significance is justifiable
in this regand

lkadn.nll-mhnbdhﬁndmwmjorcomulmsumthepemts face in
their production practices, it could be of chief importance at least in terms of informing those
concerned bodies (both from governmental and non-governmental organizations), firstly to
understand the challenges of the production practices of the peasants, and secondly to show
MMMNWWWMMymMIpMW&in
petting rid of their most pressing problems.

L7 Limitation of the Study

Although it has come up with essential findings, this research was limited in some of its
parts and thes it could not be claimed. full and complete. Firstly, given the very limited time
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and finance which were at my disposal while doing the study, my paper has failed to cover
some important areas of discussion which could have been relevant in relation to production
practices. These are like opportunities of production in the study sites in relation to irrigation
peactices, which were going on there.

Hesides, the rescarch did not employ methods that could generate quantifiable data.
Accordingly it falled 10 assess issues like efficiency of production by comparing and
contrasting the production of the peasants in the present time and in the past. Had 1 employed
quantitative methods or methods that generate quantifiable data, | could have tried to see how
much, what the society speaks about, that is, reduction in productivity in relation to shortage
of land, sodl fertility and change of climate, holds water. But, 1 did not include methods that
could generste quantifiable data (in relation to the reasons | mentioned above) and thus this

paper is limited in this regard

Moreover, while undertaking the rescarch, women were not easily accessible as men
due 1o the reasons explained in the division of labor in chapter four. Accordingly, this study is
lmited in that it bas included more information from the side of men, though this does not
mean it does not contaln any information from women, for there were at least three women
who were interviewed and significant others who were met in my informal discussions.

Finally, the resesrch was limited in that it did consider only Formalism and
Substantiviem as theories in Feonomic Anthropology that can guide the undertaking. This
w0, becawse of the limited time and experience | have had to cover Marxism (the other
televant theory) in full, and because my interest was to show that both the theories of
Formalism and Substantivism are workable in peasant socicties.

1.2 General Background Information about the Study Area
121 Location of the Adwa Wereda

To wse it as reference point, Adwa town, the capital of Adwa wereda is found in central
some of Tigry regional state. In relative term, it is Jocated at about 190 km (road distance)
north west of Mekelle (regional capital) on the Mekelle ~Adigrat — Axum/Shire main
heghmay, and about 21 km cast of Axum. Axum is zonal capital. In absolute term, it is located
 an appeovimate peographical coordinate of 14 12" north latitude, and 38 56 cast longitude
(Federal Urban Planning Institute, 2008).



As 1o information from the old imperial government central statistical office, survey
report on Adwa, the town is almost in the center of the Tigrean plateau and has an elevation
of about 1900 meter above sea level. Although it is in a depression formed by the Wer'ee,
which itself is a tributary of the Tekeze, it is surrounded by high and imposing mountains that
rise 10 over 2400 meter above sea level (1966),

Currently, Adwa has 2 new administrative structure that has divided it into Adwa
wereda and Adwa town This study was conducted on the Adwa wereda which does encircle
the town (see map 1)

The Adwa wereda is one of the weredas in the regional state of Tigray. It is bounded in
the north by wereda Mereh Leke, in the south by Wer'ee Leke, in the east by wereda
Abferom and in the west by Lalay Maychew (Adwa Wereda Administrative Office’s Year
ook, 2002) (See map 2)

132 Climate of the Adwa Wereda

The wereda has theee of the known agro ecological zones, Kola (1000-1500 meter
shove ses level), welnadegua (1 500-2500 meter above sea level) and degua (highlands and
sbove 2500 meter above sea level) In relation to this, the wereda has a total rainfall amount
of G0OK%0 mem in & yoar, with annual average temperature of 27 (Adwa Wereda
Admisistrative Office s Year Book, 2002).

120 Topegraphy, Population and Subsistence of the Adwa Wereda

Adwa wereds has & total of 6656 km’ arca. This wereda is divided for administrative
purpose ioto |8 tables’ and 65 kushets '(See map 1) As to information from the CSA (2007:
W20, Adwa wereda has & population of 99, 711,

According o the information from Adwa wereda Administrative Office’s Year Book,
all the population in the wereda practice agriculture. In connection to this, as to the same
source, from the total area of the wereda, 13714 hectare of land is arable; 1770 hectare is
covernd by forest, and the rest 17339 hectare serves as rangeland. Generally, in average the
wereds bas 2 landmass composition of 0.59 hectare /houschold.

1t s & reference for local administrative unit below the wereda
' Amother reference for local administrative unit below the tabia
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124 The Rescarch Sites of Adi -Senay and Adi - Amhara

As explained above, Adwa wereda has 18 tabias and 65 kushets. From the 18 tabias,
tabia Soloda and tabia Mariamshewito are the two administrative units, where the specific
rescarch sites of Adi- senay and Adi- Amhara are located. In this regard, where as Adi- Senay
lhes more in Manamshewito and to some extent in Soloda, Adi- Amhara is totally found
within tabla Soloda ( see map 3)

Adi-Senay

Adi-Senay s a small locality which is found to the northeast of Adwa town, relatively at
the distance of 4 <5 Kms on the west of Adwa- Adigrat main highway. Adi-Senay found its
naming from the name of an ox called Senay. As to the oral history of the society in the
fovality, there was an ox named Senay. This ox while passing through the current locality
with his owner was said 10 demand rest by sitting in the place which is currently called Adi-
Senay The owner was surprised by the action of his ox which was not common for him and
stayed there with his ox. Thus, from that time onwards, the place where the ox is supposedly
believed 1o have sat later on became 1 be called Adi-Senay, meaning land of senay. Locals
botheve that the ox opted for the specific site because it was fertile.

Adi Ambars

It s the other resoarch site in that its ruins and old settlements with walled masonry
indicate that it was long established. Adi-Ambara, is located in the northwest of Adwa town
aesd west of Adi-Senay, relatively ot a distance of 5 <6 Kms, and 3 -4 Kms, respectively.

This locality gained it name in relation 1o a caravan of Amhara merchants, As to the
bocals’ orsl history, it was afler & leader of caravan merchants who speak Ambharic language
setthed i o for some time on his way 0 Eritrea that the arca was first called girat Amhara
meaning. farmland of the Ambara. Later on it became to include the naming of the whole
sroa, and thus the whole ares became 1o be called Adi-Amhara meaning, land of the Ambhara.

135 tmportant Elements of the Material and Non- Material Culture of the Society and
Setthement Pattern and House Types

The study s all about the production practices and challenges of the peasants in Tigray.
Accordingly. | belicve that it is worth writing some about some of the important elements of
the material and non- material culture of the society under consideration as reflected in their
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food, drink, clothing, hair-dressing style, and also about their settlement pattern and house
types. | have preferred 1o do this; firstly, because these mentioned elements are in one way or
another related to production. Secondly, because | have found no literature on these elements
and | want 10 write some on the issues in a way that can enrich the ethnography of the area.

LL51 Traditional Food

In relation to the fact that the majority Tigreans, 4, 125, 497 out of the total 4, 316, 988
population of Tigray region are Orthodox Christians ( CSA, 2007), the food stuff discussed
are refloctions of the food, as consumed by the Christian Tigreans.

To begin with, according 1o informants, enjera together with stew is the staple food of
the Tigrean society Informants tell that next to enjera, breads of different type like leta (thin
and britthe beead), fokokta (medium sized bread in thickness), himbasha (full bread) and
hanra (double-face bread) cover important part of the society's food stuff,

To ilustrate them one by one, according to female informants, leta is very thin and
bevtthe beoad which is prepared from unfermented dough. Fokokta is medium sized bread in
ichness, and which is prepared from leavened and fermented dough. Both leta and fokokta
st served ot daily bases as breakfast and during coffee ceremonies. Unlike the two,
himbasha s bread which is prepared from leavened and fermented dough and which is
served during bolidays and on special occasions. Finally, as to the same source, the other type
of beead, hansa s different from the other breads which are all prepared from wheat. In this
regand, infurmants tell, fiestly, it is different because it is prepared from maize and sorghum,
and sometimes from taf Secondly, it is different, because it is a kind of double-faced bread.
As 1o them haneas are mainly served during the harvest scason when maize and sorghum as
well as taf are freshly collected

Fartior | indicated that enjera is served with stew, What are the traditional stews served
together with enjera” The following section discusses the traditional stews.

According to informants, traditionally the stews as used by Tigreans can be categorized
o two. The stews are those that can be served during the fasting days and/or out of the
fasting days, and those which are strictly served out of the fasting days which are called
M“(&“mﬂwdﬂnh&qﬁy‘lmhmmmﬁm
observe at Jeast 253 days of the year as fasting days; the majority stews are those of the
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fasting days though they are the types of stews which can also be served even in the other
days.

To begin with, according 1o the information 1 collected from my informants and group
participants, the very traditional stews that are served during the fasting days and out of these
days have remained 10 include shire (stew from legumes and other spices), siljo (stew from
bean), hilbet (sew from legumes, fenugreek, lentils and other spices), abish (stew from
logumes but with more powder of pepper), and additives from powder of pepper like dilik
(ground and soaked pepper with different spices ) and awaze ( ground and soaked pepper).
All of these are salted and spiced in which the types of salt to be added differ as per the
prepasation of the dish. In this regard, gencrally the Tigreans identify different types of spiced
salt ke dakous Cground salt), ehew -hilbet (salt of hilbet), chew-irdi (salt of wrmeric), chew-
abacke (salt of fonugroek ) and tsaeda-chew (white salt without spice). Informants told that
from all the dishes in this category under discussion, hilbet is most common to be served
during the time of the Lent and in the time of the celebration of traditional festivities. They
further indicated that fostivity is praised if this important traditional stew is present. Plate 5

shows Milbet in use together with enjera (see plate 5).

Coming o the other pant of the discussion, as to information from my informants and
pertaining o my life experience, those traditional and most common stews that are served
during the days which are out of the fasting days include stews like zigni (stew from meat
Wl IR s an additive ), quanta (doed meat), Kilwa (fried meat), meantahamot (food made
from intestine and vine of gall bladder), and alcha (stew with turmeric powder) According to
informants these stews are all stews that are prepared from meat and meat products,

To sum up the discussion, it deserves 1o note that according to my female informants,
grven the fact that cooking is the main responsibility of women, it reflects expertise and
shrowdoess. In connection 1o this, informants indicated that failure to prepare quality stew
rosults in shame which is associated with a naming for laziness, that is, the besero (lazy).

12820 Traditional Driak
Siwa (local beer)

In Tigray, the very taditional alcobolic drink is siwa. As to female informants, though
shwa can be prepared from & number of crops like finger millet, maize, red sorghum and
sorghum, the best quality siwa is prepared from finger millet. According to the informants,



siwa has different varicties based on the time it remained fermenting itself, and the time gap it
remained fermenting itself before it is served, and of course based on its related alcoholic
content and strength. In connection 1o this, they noted that duqua (thick), guesh (semi-
purified), telray (purified) and girar (watery) are the known varieties of siwa, next to the
specially prepared filiered type called, filter. According to them, duka is a siwa in its first
day of fermentation, guesh is & watered and filtered duka. tsiray is a type that is filtered from
the second type called guesh, and finally Kirar refers to the variety of siwa that is prepared
from the bgud and solid residues (hatela and gilet) of the other varieties. Its alcoholic
content is very small and it tastes water,

Cenerally, informants told me that siwa is prepared by women, and it does reflect
expertine. They added and told that siwa is very much related to a peasant life, for it is
common 10 be found in festivities and labor organizing parties which are crucial to one
poasant. Fisally they indicated that, fallure 10 prepare quality siwa results in the culturally
shameful cotnage for laziness, the besero.

Mess (mead)

From my life experience, another traditional alcoholic drink is mead (mess). As to my
mformants (o my indepth interviews, the best quality mead is the one prepared from a red
hosey (keylh mear) According to them its quality stems from its taste and from its color
which is captivating for eye. This mess unlike siwa is prepared by group of men called

tejarti’.
Nirel (kind of mead)

Informants indicated that birel s an altermative for mead and it does not have any
aloobolic comtent for it lacks geshe (buckthom), the main ingredient in the preparation of
mead They further noted that birel is less often prepared and when prepared it is only for
personal comumption. As a matter of fact Muslims do serve this traditional drink during their
holstays and wedding coremonics.

" Tejoeth is an adjective in its plural form, which comes from its root verb tejea meaning,
ferment. Then tejaeti means those who help things to ferment.
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1.2.5.3. Traditional Hair - Dressing Styles

The way members of one society dress their hair can reflect the culture of the society
and thus can ennich their ethnography when written, So, this section is included to that end
and before embarking into the depth of discussing the issue, it helps to note that according to
information from informants, in Tigray hair - dressing styles differ based on sex, and based
on age among those of whom who have the same sex,

LIS Men's Hair- Dressing Sty le

Even though | know from my life experience that as such differentiated and developed
hair-drossing styles are not recognized by males, males have different hair styles as per their
AT

As o informants, the hairstyle of small boys is called kunchieto (few groups of hair
that remain wshaved on the front pant of the head). In this regard, remaining kunchieto later
when they grow and when they are near to reach the adolescence stage, especially when they
st resdy bo marry, their bair is left to grow and then it becomes a style called gutena (bushy
hair) Bleing married a5 2 gutens then afler, they become afro (circular cut and combed hair).
With that informants tell that the males remain afro in their manhood.

FIAAL Wamen's Hair - Dressing Styles

In Tigray, very young girls are made a hair style called tellela (single plait). As to
nformants, tellels reflocts that they are very small and young in age. Later when girls grow
bust they have never reached of age; their dressing style becomes kunchi- kuncho (group of
hatr on the mid of the hoad that are left unshaved). Following this, the girls reach the
sdolescence stage and their hair style becomes gaame (fully shaved head with little hair and
two plaits remaining on the side of the head). According 1o informants, dressing in gaame
stybe reflects that they are ready for betrothal and marniage. Accordingly, it is when girls start
o dress their hair in the gaame style that they are given in marriage. In this regard,
informants further indicated that it is possible for girls, if in case married to remain gaame till
they give birth o three children.

According 1o informants, after the girls are married and they have given birth to three
children, they boecome honorable woman that can lead a big family. At this time, the
informants noted. sadula (full head covered with hair but an oval shaped shave remaining on



the mid part of the head) becomes their hair-dressing style. Having remained sadula, they
then begin 10 be considered full women after they give birth to their fourth child. By the time
they give birth 1o their fourth child, they are called sebeyti meaning, full woman. Once they
reach this stage, their hair-dressing style becomes difno meaning, covered. Then after,
nformants told that the women can make their hair with a number of styles that are included
within the broad difme style, like styles called qichin (dressing with tiny plaits). albaso
(dressing with seven thick plaits), gilbich (dressing with very tiny plaits), kichin-kebera
(dressing with mixed plaits, that is, tin and thick) in that all are made with and without
sardets sod Biba’,

| 254, Clothing

According 1o my life experience and the information | got from informants during the
idepth isterview sessions | had, just like the hair-dressing style, clothing style in Tigray is
also differentisted based on age and sex.

To begin with, men in their carly ages wear a tibiko (stitched vest like cloth). When
they grow and reach the age of reason, in this case age 7, informants told that males start to
woar trousers named kortl (short and tight trouser) fido (relatively tight at shin but buggy at
seat), kumta (somewhat wide around the seat) and ije tebab ( complete cloth), respectively.
Heve, whereas fide, kumia and the trouser of the fje tebab are long and can cover the leg
parts Bl the koee and shin, respectively. the Korth trouser is very tight and very short that
covers only the thigh

Besides, s observed men especially those who are married, wear different cotton
products which cover the upper part of their body including their head. These cotton products
are wetsela (thin sharp like cotton product), kuta (medium sized, toga like cotton garment),
and gabl (heavy, toga like garment). In connection 1o this, informants told that from the three
cotion products listed above, gabl and 10 some extent kuta reflect economic and social status.

" Sardets s part and parcel of the hair dressing styles of the women. They are two single
batrs which are made 1o encircle the head of a woman right from her forehead to her hind
bead theough ber cars. Sardeta can be made together with threads and other ornaments like
puhﬂmhu-bnmMhbh&md.h@hajemlrywhichhasaneedle
#t is botiom and & cross at its top. It is mangular in shape and is inserted by women of Tigray
ot the back side of their hair-do. It actually reflects economic and social status.
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This nearest case was also indicated by Reminick (1973) that it prevailed among the Manz
Ambhara

With regard 1o the females, informants told that in the early age and later till they marry,
girls wear 8 free sized cloth called difo, meaning wide and free sized. But once the girls are
betrothed, they start to wear other clothes which they receive in the form of gifts, which,
meanwhile, reflect that they have reached adolescence and that they are already betrothed.
The clothes include shinshin, jersey, addidas and others which are all manufactured products
and that are sewed in machine.

Finally, informants noted, when the females reach womanhood, they start to wear
clothes from spun cotton that are called zuria (stitched dress) and tilfi (stitch) with their
setselas, and the other cotton products which are wore in the upper body called kuta and
gabl Acconding 1o my personal life experience and as observed during the field work, while
he metsela which covers the upper part of the body including the head is decorated with
embrokdery, (he kuta and the gabl are not.

I 288 Settlement Pattern and House Types

Kiros (1995.86) noted “Tigry settlement pattern seem to have been dictated by
topographic, climatic, and secunity considerations.” In this research, what Kiros has found out
in his stindy ares has been ascertained, but further it has been found out that economic factors
are sl taken into consideration. In this regard, informants indicated that they consider
coonomic factons in bullding their houses given the fact that they have shortage of land and in
relation 10 its pivotal economic role in the production of crops and in grazing purpose for
smimals

Pertaining 10 my observation of the areas, the type of settlement pattern both in Adi-
Ambara and Adi-Senay can be called nucleated. This is because the peasants’ homesteads
and farmbands are situsted very densely 1o one another in a very small arca. | suspect that this
2 new phenomenon that happened in relation to population increase and shortage of land
(hat may have boen caused by population increase or by soil erosion).

In Bis book that deals with the study of the Tigrean houscholds, Bauer (1977) has
written that “all homesteads, the physical places where households are domiciled, have the
same hasic functions™ (p.25). He noted further “they serve as places where food can be stored



and prepared, cating, slecping, and 50 on can take place; animals can be cared for and
protecied; and visitors can be entertained” (Bauer, 1977, pp. 25-26).

S0, sccording 10 my observation and the information I got from informants, homesteads
mn Digray having the above functions, are various in type in which each and every class and
pant serve the specific function they are constructed for. In this regard, not to speak of the
particulars like the homesteads of the newlyweds and the very poor, the majority peasants
who can be rated economically average and those who are rich but very few in number, have
bomesteads with five different classes and additional two classes that serve as barns for their
armals, a5 well as & walled compound with two gates that serve as protection.

As observed, the classes are situated side by side to each other as well as somewhat
apart from one another. They are all functional in relation to the functions of the homesteads
hat Hauer (1977) explained and in relation 1o the functions of the classes as explained later in
this paper. Here it helps 10 note that, it is not only the classes but the compound and its gates
also have their own functions.

To begin with, informants told that the five classes and the additional barns that are
common 0 be found in the homesteads of the majority peasants in Tigray are: the adarash
(e stored class with comugated iron roof and/or stem and soil roof), the seqela (one storied
class with thatched cone roof), the bahri-hidmo (ground), the gebela (kind of veranda), the
bet (hitchen) and the two bams, the dembe ( from walled masonry) as well as the gidgida
(room from watthe and daub), respectively

To Mhastrate, sccording to the informants, the adarash and/or the seqela do serve as
puosts’ class and as sleoping place for the husband and wife. The homestead is called adarash
if 1 s ome story and if it is roofed with corrugated iron sheets or with stems covered by soil
and Nt stones ot its sides. But, it s called seqela other things being equal, if it is roofed with
hatched cone by a grass type called saeribet (lit, grass of a house). | have personally
obwerved that, both are comstructed as single storied buildings over the bahri-hidmo. Plate 6
and 7 indicate the two types of adarash (Sce plate 6 and 7).

According to informants, the bahri- hidmo is the main class of the peasants which
serves s store room for any of their belongings. Baver (1977) rightly expressed the structure
of & bakri-hidme, saying. “This is a rectangular [may also be circular] masonry building
roofed with codar beams covered with rock, gravel, and finally a slightly doomed layer of
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e (p 270 As & matter of fact, the bahri- hidmo in relation to its being a storeroom is

visted by mo one except the family members, and no one except the family members is
allowed to enter into it

As observed, the gebels is a small extra class which is situated in front of the bahri
hidmo. 1t is 2 kind of veranda. According to informants, the gebela mainly functions to serve
a5 secunity room 1o the hidme and as store 1o some extra crops and other properties of the
pessant, when the bahri-hidmeo is already full. Although husband or wife can sometimes
shoep in Ui class, it bs most of the time empty and locked.

The bet which is # class with & walled masonry is roofed with thatched cone and serves
o Kischen. According 1o informants, it s a class where all equipments needed by women of a
Bonssehold are put, and where the daily chores of women like baking, cooking, grinding and
s, we performed. | have also observed that the bet serves as place where the bechives are
hept. In this regand, when asked why they put the bechives in the kitchen room? Informants
incdicated that the bee-hives are kept in the bet, firstly for the sake of daily attendance (given
fhat & woman in & housebold visits the kitchen at daily basis without stop and given that bees
are sensitive o alion like termites and lizards and hence need attention). Secondly, for the
rosson that the bees get the warm temperature they need from the heat of the kitchen.

Apart from all the above classes, peasants of Adi-Senay and Adi-Amhara have special
Classes that serve as baros for their animals. The first is the class for the cattle and donkey
callod barn (dembe). The other ix the class for their goats and sheep which is called gidgida.
Acconding W informants, these two parts of the peasant homestead serve as barns. They differ
0 that, whereas the dembe i with walled masonry, gidgida is built from wattle and daub.

The other part of the homestead is the walled compound which serves as protection and
that encircles the homesteads. Within the compound, there is the mereba. According to
informants, the mereba serves as open air ground to perform some activities like pounding
g, feeding animals with fodder, and during festivities as a suitable place for the
comtrction of the pavilion. Besides, informants told that mereba is suitable place for the
raditional Tigrean dances during » wedding. The naming kuda mereba® ascertains this.

'Iﬂnhubmm&nwoﬂwﬂpmmdmhmmﬂninmrpmofa
compound. Therefore, kuda mereba is then to mean dance of the compound.
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To sum up, pertaining 1o information from informants and as far as my life experience
o concemned. it s hidmo with & walled masonry and as the type of the one explained by
Baser (1977) and not gojo from wattle and daub that the peasants in Tigray prefer. That is
justifiable, given the security issues hidmos provide to camouflage with the ground during
attacks’, an well as due 1o climatic conditions in relation to the head piercing sun light during
the dey season and the heavy rain during the rainy scason and the capacity hidmos have to
withstand all. Generally, homesteads of the majority peasants have two gates, the degeselam
andd the degebert. Whereas the degeberd is small and it is found on the front, the degeselam is
wide and it is found at the back of the homestead leading to the farm yards. These two gates
ate functional

d According 1o informants, more recently during the civil war period in the Derg regime and
even during the lalian invasion in the 1930s hidmos serve as where to hide from aeroplanes’
hombandments
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CHAPTER 1
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURES

Literature reviews are instrumental in that they help the research undertaking to have a
sound hackground. Accordingly, | have tried to find out some related literatures and use them
as back ground information for this rescarch.

To speak about the armangement, fimstly, the concept of traditional knowledge and its
wide dimensions is trested. Secondly, the two famous theories of substantivism and
formalism are presented one afler the other for these theories serve as guiding principles over
where the analysis and discussion of the rescarch are be based. Thirdly, the conceptualization
of the peasant(s) from anthropological perspective is treated. Following this, the concept of
production is dealt with together with distribution and its subdivisions as major topics. Then
after, other related concepts like decision-making, division of labor and labor organization are
treated one after the other

21 Theories of Production in Feonomic Anthropology

In Feonomic Anthropology . Substantivism, Formalism and Marxism are noted for being
theories that treat production and distribution as their points of focus (Donham, 1978). The
ft being this, however, due to the limited time and experience | have had 1o use Marxism
i full, sd due 1o the desire | have had 1o show that the strongest propositions of both
theories of substantivism, that i, “the economy is a type of human activity, embedded in
$ifferent sockal institutions in different kinds of societies"(Wilk, 1996, p.11) and that of
formalism, that 18, “the economic rationality of the maximizing individual [is] to be found in
all societios in all kinds of behavior"(Wilk, 1996, p.11) work in peasant societies; | have
employed only the two theones of Substantivism and Formalism,

L1 Sabstantivism

To begin with, “The appellation substantive, which has come to be applied in
conpection with the views of Karl Polanyt and his followers,[was) an invention of Polanyi
hmsell = (Schaeider, 1974, p.2). For Polanyi ([1958], 1968), “The substantive meaning of
economic derives from man's dependence for his living upon nature and his fellows. It refers
W0 the imterchange with his satural and social environment, in so far as [that] results in
supplying ham with the means of material want satisfaction™ (p.122). Polanyi and his
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followers comsidered the economy as “instituted process” and they opted for “economic
ititutions™ and “social structure™ as points of focus. In this regard, cases in point may be
Dalion (1967) for saying “the substantive meaning of economy has universal validity in that it
refers 1o the fact that men everywhere need sustenance and the social system must see that it
i provided” (quoted in Schacider, 1974, p.5); Nash (1967) for witnessing that “economic
sction is only & part of the system of social action. It is tied to the whole social system in three
ways, first by normative integration, second by functional interdependence, and third by
causal imteraction” (p9) and of course Bohannan (1964) for noting that in substantive
cconomy “decisions about production and  distribution are made in terms of obligations
(which has the effect of achieving the persistence of the society) and not in terms of profit”
(quoted in Schneider, 1974, p. 7).

Generally therefore, as far as my reading goes, for substantivists, the economy is a type
of humman sctivity which is different from social but which is meanwhile guided by the social.
The proponents of this theory claim that the cconomy is embedded in such social institutions
ke Minship, marriage, family and religion. They say that social sanctions from social
ostitutions deter individuals from thinking individually in a way which could maximize their
profit. They rather undetline that individuals, especially in the less developed countries,
sacrifice thelr need of maximization for the sake of the social. No one is seen intending to
maximize profit &t the expense of others of in a way which can harm and endanger the social
systom. That bs because hishor actions will result in harsh social sanctions which are by far
mone powerful and strong as well as more valuable than the economic (Polanyi, [1958) 1968;
Nash 1967, Dalton, 1967, Bobannan, 1964, Donham, 1978; Wilk, 1996),

Hence while conducting the study, taking a note from the above assertion, effort has
beon enerted fo consider substantivism at some points in the analysis and discussion. This is
because | believed that substantivist thinking s common in peasant societies, though not the
only. In this regand, the peasants desire 10 be involved in extravagant festivities with little
rogand fo their extraondinary expenses that can even endanger their families is a case in point.
111 Vormalivm

As indicated above, the naming formalist was the coinage of Polanyi as can be seen in
his writing that “the formal meaning of economic derives from the logical character of the

means-ends relationship, a8 apparent in such words as “economical™ or “economizing.™ It
refers W0 & definite situation of chowce, namely, that between the different uses of means
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induced by an insufficiency of those means™ (1968[1958), p.122). As to Donham (1978, p.
210 "I was mainly in reaction 1o the substantivists® idea of whole societies rigidified by
cultural values that neoclassical or formalist studies in economic anthropology began in the
late 1950

According W0 formalists, the economy is a type of human behaviour which is
distinguishable from the social and with which the behavior of human societies at every
comer of the globe can be looked at It is a way of looking into other aspects of human
socketies including their social aspect. Here, individuals and their decisions as well choices
e prioritized over the social structures and the society in general, as points of focus when
stadying all socketios and their economy. Its proponents believe that in the presence of scarce
resources and unlimited human wants, it is possible to predict the behaviour of all human
beings a1 every comer of the globe with little regard to their level of technological
development, that i, through the implementation of the formal economic principles. They
intensd to apply formal economic theories cross-culturally thinking that all human creatures
tend fo maximize ot loast utility (satisfaction) and not necessarily profit on one hand, and
avert sk “rstionally”, on the other hand (Schoeider, 1974; Donham, 1978 and Wilk, 1996).

80 i line 10 the above discussions about formalists, in the research under consideration,
the formalist thinking was also consulted when necessary. That is, especially, in relation to
e supposed changing characteristics of the peasantry in the localities. Here, the peasants
denite o produce some ignoring others in a way which could help them to avoid risk and to
satiafy their utilities can be cases in point.

2.2 The Concept of Indigenous Knowledge and its Dimensions

According 1o Atteh (1992) there has been revival in the development of research interest
fowards indigenous, local and’ or traditional knowledge since the recent past. In connection to
this Grenser (1997) wrote “since the carly 199%0x, [indigenous knowledge] has been fertile
ground for research™ (p. vili) Accordingly, a number of studies that focused on local
knowledge “have described identifiable management strategies employed by rural people to
explost the environment, such as in farming systems, animal husbandry, health care delivery,
engincering and others (Atich, 1992, p. 2).

For Ateh (1992) “Indigenous local knowledge is . . . the accumulation and
dsemination of information in the form of shared environmental knowledge, beliefs and



rules and techmiques for productive activities. This body of traditional knowledge has
developed over generations as a product of man-environment interactions” (p.3). Grenier
(997:1) wrote “such knowledge systems are cumulative, representing generations of
expenences, carcful observations, and trial-and-error experiments.” Moreover, for the same
suthor “[indigenous knowledge systems) are . . . dynamic: new knowledge is continuously
added. Such systems do innovate from within and also will internalize, use, and adapt external
knowledge 10 suit the local situation™ (Grenier, 1997, p.1).

Who owns indigenous knowledge? Indigenous knowledge systems are the properties of
all members of & community though the knowledge of these members differ in quantity and
quality based on the characteriatics of the members concerned (Grenier, 1997). As a matter of
3t © [indigenous knowledge| is stored in people’s memories and activities and is expressed
0 sones, songs, folklore, proverbs, dances, myths, cultural values, beliefs, rituals,
community laws, local language and taxonomy, agricultural practices, equipment, materials,
pland specios, and animal breeds (Gronder, 1997, p.2),

Speaking about the multifarious arcas of indigenous knowledge, Atteh (1992) has
written
The dimension of rumal people’s knowledge is wide, encompassing the
whole mange of human experiences, with regard to both tangible and non-
tangible entities. Their fields of knowledge include history, linguistics,
coonomi  solence,  social  knowledge, political and  administration
communications, energy related technology, physical environment of soils,
water, and climate, bological entities of plants, crops weeds, pests,

domestic and wild animals and insects etc., medicine, taxonomic systems,
time, skills, artifacts, religion and a host of others (p.6).

So, indigenows, local or traditional knowledge are as such wide which influence the
communities concemed in almost every aspects of their life. For both Auch (1992) and
Cronier (1997) indigenous knowledge systems are very helpful for socicties in that they
enable the latter 1o use their environments and to survive in the face of disasters be it natural
of man-made

Therefore, cognizant of all the above discussions about indigenous knowledge, its
characteristicn, dimensions, way of transmission as well as its significance, in this paper an
attempt i made 0 inclade traditional knowledge system of the Tigreans as reflected in their
madivonal production mechanisms in agniculture and craft productions and also in the




challenges they face and traditional mechanisms they employ to deal with them. That is, side
by side with the guiding principles of Formalism ad Substantivism.

2N Conceptualizing Peasants in Time Perspective

The word peasant has remained 1o connote manifold definitions in different disciplines,
including anthropology, since many decades ago. To have a glimpse at some in a way which
could reveal the changing understanding of the peasantry through time, especially in the
anthropologists” arena, here under some definitions of Peasants are included.

To begin with, for Krocber (1948), “Peasants are definitely rural yet live in relation to
market towns, they form a class segment of a larger population which usually contains also
wban contres. . They constitute part- societies with part cultures™ (quoted in Cancian, 1989,
p 127)

Firth (1950) was in a position 1o treat peasants from economic point of view. In this
regard, he noted that “the term peasant has primarily an economic referent. . . . The primary
means of Bvelibood of the peasant is cultivation of the soil” (quoted in Foster, 1967, p.4).
Moseover, Fisth (1951) said, “In economic terms, a peasant is presumably a man who
producesamually through cultivationsmainly for his own household's consumption, but who

also produces something 10 exchange in 8 market for other goods and services. This is the
ccosomic sspect of the peasant community s semi-autonomy” (quoted in Fallers, 1967, p. 4).

In &ifferont way to the above attempts to understand peasants, some have tried to
conceptualize peasants as mere creation of the cities. In this regard, Redfield (1953:31) who
elated peasants “%0 & human type [that] required the city to bring it into existence™; Wolf
(1908 s quoted in (Foster, 1967, p. 6) who noted, “ it is only when a cultivator becomes
subect 10 the demands and sanctions of power-holders outside his social stratum-that we can
sppropriately speak of peasantry™ and of course  Foster (1967) in that he wrote, * in a culture-
historical sonse, poasant sockety is also dependent on and essentially formed by the city, from
which it takes far more than it gives"(p. 10), are all 1o be noted.

In other occasson, Foster (1967) preferring the classification of the peasants based on
“structursl and relational rather than occupational™ factors, he has depicted peasants “as a
peripheral but essential part of civilizations, producing the food that makes urban life
posaible, supporting (and subject t0) the specialized classes of political and religious rulers
and the other members of the educated clite™ (P. 16).




Shanin (1990) wking a note from his predecessors, especially Redfield, has noted that
the “peasantry consists of small agricultural producers who, with the help of simple
equipenent and the labour of their families, produce mainly for their own consumption and for
the fulfillment of obligations to the holders of political and economic power” (pp. 23-24).

Above and beyond, most recently Ferraro (2004: 160) has written:

Peasant farmers differ from American Indian horticulturalists, Polynesian
fishing people, or east African herders in that they are not isolated or self-
sufficient societion. Instead, peasants are tied to the larger unit (the city or
state) politically, religiously, and economically. More specifically, peasants
are subject to the laws and controls of the state, are influenced by the urban-
based religious hierarchios, and exchange their farm surpluses for goods
produced in other parts of the state. Peasants usually make up a large

percentage of the total population and provide most of the dietary needs of
the city dwellers.

S0, 8 can be seen from the above literatures, it can be concluded that through time peasants
have come o be depicted less self-sufficient groups of people who produce mainly for their
consumption and some also for sale, living more often than not in the rural areas, and having
strong relations with the urban conters

The Tigrean peasants, with whom the study dealt, are not in different to the above
sssertions abowt peasants. Mence, when dealing with the production practices of these
poasants i Tigray, the fact that they are not self-suflicient was underscored, and all the
analyses i this paper were done in line to it

L4 Conceptualizing Production and Subsistence Production

“Regulation of resources,” “production,” and “exchange” can serve as referring points
o sty “economic systems cross-culturally,” (Ferraro, 2004, p. 169), Thus, in light of this,
ol e to the research was meant to study the production practices of the peasants in Tigray,
# deserved to inchade the conceptualizations of production and subsistence production (which
1 very common in peasant societies) and the following discussions are included, accordingly.

To begin with, referring 10 economists, Ferraro (2004:174) defined production as
“process of obtaining goods from the natural environment and transferring them in to useable
objects ™ When referring to production practices of socicties like peasants, the other related
concept to production is subsistence production. Barker (1989) when he tried to conceptualize
prodction in relation to peasant farmers, divided the word subsistence in to two equally
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meaningful definitions, “production for own sustenance and making a bare living.” In this
regard, he wrote that “self provisioning, or production for own consumption, is a central part
of the definition of the peasant production units” (p.61).

According 1o Fasil (1993:17) “Subsistence production” is often times associated to the

“production systems which prevail in predominantly rural societies.” As far as this author is
concermed:

basic features of this system of production are the fact that
is primarily aimed toward meeting houschold consumption
needs and that the Jevel of production which is a reflection of the

nadimentary technology employed, generally affords a very low level of
living While some part of the produce may be sold by the producers, the

quantities sold are usually very small. (Fasil, 1993, p. 17)
Any production in general, including production of subsistence producers does require
cortain inputs. These inputs may come in the form of land, labour, tools, capital and
several others. Here, since mere presence of these factors cannot guarantee production
aodd distribution, there Is & neod to systematically utilize these inputs. In connection to
this, Dalton (19%6766) has noted that “production in all economies requires
organizational devices and rules 1o direct labour, land, and other resources to specific

f

Thus, in Nght of this nearest assertion by Dalton, the study has already tried to discuss
the ways through which the peasants of the rescarch sites produce their products, in which
emphasis was lald over their employment of systematic use of labour, tools and capital on the
one hand, and the distribution process together with their decisions and their bases, on the
other hand

L5 The Concept of Distribution and its Characteristics

Speaking of production, one essential thing is distribution. Once goods are produced,
they meed 1o be allocated. In this regard, the distribution system that one society has plays a
Mot To this end, Ferraro (2004 179) has written that “systems of exchange are essential for
every ecomomy, for they allow people to dispose of their surpluses and, at the same time,
macimize the diversity of the goods and services consumed.”

Polasyt (1957) (quoted in Ferraro, 2004, p. 179) noted that “goods and services are
allocated in all societies according to three different modes of distribution: reciprocity,
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redistribution. and market exchange.” Here under, all these types of distribution are presented
one after the other.

151 Reciprocity

Noting that “reciprocity is the exchange of goods and services of roughly equal value
betwoen two partios without the use of money” Sahlins (1972) as quoted in (Ferraro, 2004, p.
I80) has witnessed that “economic anthropologists generally recognize three types of
reciprocity, depending on the degree of closeness of the parties involved in the exchange:
peneralized reciprocity, balanced reciprocity, and negative reciprocity.”

To Wustrate each and every one of these; as Ferraro (2004:180) noted, “Generalized
reciprosity, which is wsually played out among family members or close friends, carries with
i the highest level of moral obligation. It involves a form of gift giving without any
expectation of immediate retum

As 10 the same personality, “Balanced reciprocity is a form of exchange involving the
expectation that goods and services of equivalent value will be returned within a specified
persod of time. In contrast 1o generalized reciprocity, balanced reciprocity involves more
formal relationships, greater social distance, and a strong obligation to repay the original gift,”
(Fersarn, J00M, p. 181)

Coming o the other form of reciprocity as identified by Sahlins, Ferraro (2004:181)
wivte, “Negative reciprocity is a form of exchange between equals in which the parties
attempt 10 ke sdvantage of each other. It is based on the principle of trying to get something
for nothing or 10 get the betier of the deal "

8o, taking a note about the characteristics and nature of the three types of reciprocities
o recogmised by antivopologists, it has been tried to find out which of these three

reciprocities prevall more, either in labor organization in the process of production or else in
the dustribution processes of the peasants under consideration.

142 Redistribution

As explained carlier, apart from reciprocity with its varieties, another system of
sllocation in the name redistribution is recognized by anthropologists. As to Ferraro
(2004 183) this system is “whereby goods are given 10 a central authority and then given back
0 the people in & new pattern.” Pertaining to my knowledge, this system is less practiced by
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the society under consideration, and thus | have preferred not to deal with it more. It is
i luded only to show that there is such system of distribution namely, redistribution.

180 Market Fachange

The third and different type of allocation which is believed to be common specifically
in advanced and industrialized societics s the market exchange (Ferraro, 2004). This system
of distribution s ™ based on the principle of market exchange, whereby goods and services are
Bosght and sold, often through the use of & standardized currency™ (p.187) and that “the value
of any perticular good or service is determined by the market principle of supply and
demand (p 185)

As & matter of fact, though market is common to be found as Ferraro noted in advanced
sosd imdustrialized societios, it s also common in peasant societies. In this regard, Nash (1967)
haas written that “the market system Is wide spread among peasants™ (p.7). Hence, in the study
under considerstion, the peasants’ involvement in market exchange was considered whenever
sorme part of the economic value of thetr products was needed to be treated.

2.6, The Concept of Decision- Making

Another important tssue 10 be raised for playing a central role in production and
datribation of soviketien b decision-making. This concept in Economic Anthropology is
spprosched in different ways. To mention for example, as to the limit of this paper, where as
e substantivists treated it s something embedded within the instituted process of the
soonomy of one sockety (Polanyd [1958), 1968, Dalton, 1967; Nash, 1967); the formalists
sppeoached and thought of it as resultant of the rational maximizing motive of individuals in
thelr economic activithes with their societios (Leclair, 1967, Schneider, 1974 Ortiz, 1980).

So. s hght of the above debate points about decision-making and how it is differently
treated 18 Foomomic Anthropology, | have tried to situate the issue of decision-making in
fleding out what basis the decisions of the peasants in the research sites have, that is, in both
thew production practices and related activities, as well as in their distribution systems.

1.7 Division of Labor and its Characteristics

“Ooe very important aspect of the process of production is the allocation of tasks to be
performed-that ks, deciding which types of people will perform which categories of work™
(Ferraro, 2004, p 176) Socicties at every comer of the globe--no matter for their
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technological level of production have since long devised different mechanisms in which
they allocate labor 1o their members using, age and gender as common criteria; besides other
crtenia. o this regand, explaining the fact well, Ferraro(2004) noted that ** Even though many
sovietios have considerably more complex divisions of laber, all societics make distinctions
on the basts of gender and age™(p.176).

Bt s indicated above, gradually, division of labor based on age and gender have not
boen proved 1o be enough, especially following the agricultural revolution; thus “labour
specialization: another term for divisions of labour™ (Ferraro, 2004) has come to be another
criterion to consull.

As & matter of fact, although this division of labor based on specialization is less
common in subsistence producers like peasants’, “in that if specialists do exist, they are
Wsally part-timens, engage in political leadership, ceremonial activities, or specialized tool-
making (Ferraro, 2004, p 176), it has boen indicated by carlier researches that specialization
of labor has rosulted in the emergence of occupational groups (though as part timers) even
within the technologically less advanced subsistence producers, like peasants. In this regard
Foster (1967) noted that “in most peasant societies, significant numbers of people earn their
livings from nos-agricultural occupations ™

Whea we see Pthiopian cases on this matter, we find that the universal criteria, age and
son have remained 10 be the main points of reference for the division of labor. This has been
reflecied by & number of studies that have been conducted in different parts of the country as
i A (Cebee, 1993) in Bench (Gimmaye, 1993); in Wello (Daniel, 2002); in Gedeo (Dagne,
2005) and in Tigray (Paver, 1977, Kiros, 1995; Alemtschay, 2002 and Asmelash, 2006).

Additionally, it has been shown that women's main role is related to managerial issues
ot howsehold level (Yared, 1995, Alemtschay, 2002). In this regard, referring to his study site
Wopda, Yared (1995 185) has written that “Once the produce is threshed and put into the
poters (the storage bens made from thatch and mud), it is almost always the woman who
manages the utilization of grain ™ He added and further noted “the women are responsible for
regulating food comsumption and regular sales of grain, with the goal of making grain stocks
bant wntil the next harvest. ™

In addition o this, some studies have indicated that the division based on sex has
resulied I8 women o be overloaded. Here, for example, in his study in Bench, Girmaye
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(1993:50) has concluded his discussion about labor division noting that “the division
obviously shows an imbalance where women are overloaded.” As is discussed later, this
paper under consideration has also found that division of labor based on sex has resulted in
women 10 be overloaded.

S0 40 line 10 the above notes about labor division, the study has tried to throw light on
what bases the division of labor among the concerned peasants is based; on what basis the
peasants share labor, and what areas of specializations exist assisting the agricultural
production. This latter concern has been more dealt with when studying the different fields of
prodiuction over where the peasants involve themselves. Craft production is a case in point.

28 The Concept and Characteristies of Labor Organization

“Alhough it may be that the peasant family is the most self- sufficient small unit found
I8 Ay society, It cannot exist as a social isolate. Peasants must be able to call up on members
of other famibios for mutual economic, social and emotional support,” (Diaz & Potter, 1967,
pise) This s so, given the fact that “peasant farming is “labour intensive™ rather than
“eapital intensive”™ (Wolf quoted in Diaz, 1967, p. 53) and that extra labor is necessary
specifically st cortain periods like planting and harvesting seasons (Wolf quoted in Diaz, 1967,
Nash, 1967, Barker, 19%9) Even though this involvement of outsiders is so common,
especially i farming societios when the production practices are at their summit, take the case
of “planting or harvesting” ( Nash, 1967), it has been noted by Diaz (1967: 53) that the “ extra
familial thes arv necessary oven for the routine jobs of a peasant farmer.”

So, given the fact that the way societies organize labor can determine the production
sod distribution processes of these socleties; organization of labor is crucial to consider. To
this end, the following literatures conceming the nature and characteristics of labor
organization in societies like peasants are included.

Dosham while stadying the production practice of the Malle has quoted two
personalities in relation o labor organization. So, as far as Erasmus (1956) and Moore (1976)
are concermed, there exist “two types of work parties”™ (quoted in Donham, 1978, p.204). For
both Erasmus (1956) and Moore (1976), the first of these work groups, called a “reciprocal
work growp” . . is composed of a group of houscholds that work on rotation on each others’
fiekds [and where] reciprocity . . . is strictly defined™; that is in a way which enable each to
give oqual labor as it receives (quoted in Donham, 1978, p.204).



The second kind work group of Erasmus (1956) came in the name “festive work group”
(quoted i Donham, 1978, p. 204). As 10 him, here in the festive group, “the sponsoring
houschold brews beer or prepares food and, [summons) neighbors to come and help them on
the appointed day. Afler the work is done, the sponsoring household often retains an
obligation, a loose and unenforced obligation, to send a worker at some future date to the
fostive work parties of the houschold who have worked for it” (quoted in Donham, 1978, pp.
J04-20%) As o Diaz (1967) * labour exchange of this kind is often validated and celebrated
by rital and ceremony, by drinking, feasting, and dancing, so that participants, feel they have
gained in enjoyment for what they have contributed in work™(p.53).

In the case of Fihiopla, scholars like Donham, 1978; McCann, 1987; Gebre, 1993;
Ayalew, 1995, Yared, 1995 and Danicl, 2002 have identified and written how the societies
ey studiod exnchange labour, In this case McCann (1987) indicating that peasants do not only
exchange labor but they could also exchange other things like draft power, has written that
“The most common form of the exchange of draft power [is) the institution called makanajo
n Shews or mallafagn in much of northern Wallo whereby houscholds with one animal
Borrowed that of another and, in tum, lent their own for an equal period calculated in plowing
days (p BO) T have found the institution mallafagn in my study in Tigray to be called lifinti
sl M oseems o work under the same ways as has been explained by McCann. This is
explained i the analysis part. Similarly, in his own case, on his study of the Ari, Gebre
CH900) b dentifiod & mumber of work parties through which the society organizes its labor.
Ao i, the work parties are aldi, mola, idir and wod. Morcover, Yared (1995) stated that
members of the community in Wogda where he conducted his study support each other in
couperative torms In this regand, he mentioned that work groups like wenfel and debo are
effective in belping the communitios cooperate and work in group, He further noted that the
work groups are essential to perform tasks like plowing, weeding and harvesting. In the same
manoer, Ayalew (1995) has indicated that the Arbore have work parties called banecho and
e hailla  Under the same token, Daniel (2002) has also indicated that Jige and Wonfel are
exential stitutions of labor exchange in his study area in Wello.

Cemerally, as Dalton (1967) noted “the specific arrangement of work in any production
lioe s the combined result of physical environment, technology, economic structure, and
social organization, (p 68) This and the other above assertions were therefore taken into
consideration while conducting the study in relation 10 labor organization institutions.

»n



CHAPTER 111

AGHICULTURAL FIELDS OF PRODUCTION AND THEIR ECONOMIC AND
SOCIOCULTURAL VALUES

Ihe pessants in Tigray participate as agriculturalists not only in crop production
(though it is the main base of their subsistence) but also in animal husbandry, poultry and
apsculture, that is, 1o secure economic and socio- cultural values that their products offer.

In this section of the paper, | will present major sub topics namely: crop production,
animal husbandry, poultry and apiculture, in line with their economic and socio-cultural
values as well as the related guiding principles in decision- making of the peasants while
partic ipating in each feld

L1 Agricultural Fields of Production
L Crop Production

Ihe peasants in the research sites practice much diversified crop production. They
produce cereals, grales, logumes, oll seeds and other crops. Here, amid of their production,
e peasants consider & number of factons like: risk aversion by having diversified types of
crops. securing quantity and quality of production in relation to the land size, soil fertility and
amount of rainfall, securing source of income which can cover their expenses for consumer
goods (economic ), and also securing the socio-cultural values that the crops have.

VL Cerenl Crops

Pertaining to the economic and socio-cultural values that each cereal provides, and in
relation W0 their diversified needs, the peasants produce diversified types of cereals, The
coreals are as such diversified that even a single cereal has its own various varieties. The
duscumsion below shows this fact and the cercals are discussed one after the other, randomly.

Taf (eragroatis tef)

Pessants of Tigray produce three different types of taf (eragrostis tef). These varieties
of tafl are Eifferent in relation 10 their productivity, in relation to amount of rainfall and soil
fertility they require as well as in relation 1o their length of growth and of course as per their
cconomic and socio-culiural values. The vancties are qeyih/wafey taf (red taf), tsaeda taf
(whate taf), and sergen taf (mived colored taf).



Informants indicated that they ideally produce three of the above land race of taf, They
wse them for emjern (which is their staple food) by cither using any of the three alone or
miving any of them with other crops for example, grains. Each differs in its quality for
enjera Here informants withessed that enjera from the white taf is of the best quality, with
sergen and qeyih/waley armanged then after, consecutively. According to them, the white taf
i sown due 10 its quality of emjera not only at household level but also at festivities (which
are discussed in this paper later). Besides, the white taf is sown despite its lower productivity
i comparison 1o other varietios; 10 safeguard one household’s source of income. Here, if a
Pasant wants ko get money either to cover his need for consumer goods or to buy other crops
ke grains to substantiate his basic need for food, he will most probably sell his white taf.
[his was ascortained by informant Gabreigziabiher Tekle when he said, “From all the three
fypes the land race white taf is used for market exchange. It is sold in expensive prices when
W the market, and it can compensate the daily requirements of a household™ (Interview, on
February 26, 2011). So s can bo seen from the above discussion, it can be said that the
poasants procace white taf more for market exchange, though they also produce it for
personal consumption and also for festivities.

Informants indicated that they produce the red taf, because it grows fast and can serve
a5 an emergency crop. In this regard, they told that this variety is instrumental if in case there
i+ shortage of rain, when the soll is infertile and accordingly, when they can no longer sow the
oiber varsetios of tal As & matter of fact, though this land race can also serve for enjera, it is
boss preferred in comparison 1o the other two varicties, namely the white and the mixed.

Informants and group participants in all the focus groups discussions realized that the
mived type of taf is & land rsce which is preferred for its productivity. Accordingly, it is most
probuble for & peasant 1o harvest more amount of harvest on land where the mixed type was
sown than on & land where the other two especially the white taf, were sown. In this regard,
nformant Teehaye Nirea indicated that they can harvest 150 Kgs of mixed taf from the same
farmibaed where they previowsly harvested only 100 Kgs sowing white taf (Interview, on
March &, 2011).

Cenerally, as observed and according to informants, all of the varieties are not used

only s emjers for personal consumption, but they are also used to serve as soup, bread(less
preferved), and as preferred alms next to wheat for a church so that the church can use it later

o whatever way it needs. Here, the church can cither sell it in the market or it can use it to



exchange for wheat that it uses during the communion. Above and beyond, the three varieties
mdlmwh*ﬁbhmnfmedformkcﬁngpurpose.

Sigem (barkey)

Harley s among those crops the peasants of the localities do not want to miss in their
howscholds. The peasants in the research sites rate this cereal crop as “king™ of all other

cereals. A Tigrean legend explains the preference of barley. According to informant Abrhet
Hawerya (Interview, on Feb 2, 2011) the legend goes this way:

mhyhhmmlkwmﬂmknowwhomonghis servants
was sheewd and knowledgeable. At this time he wanted them to contest on
one isue. For this purpose he asked all of them to tell him which one of all
the crops they know, is the king of the others. A number of servants missed
hm.hnm.mwummplidmum(buley)isme
huddlmmumh:mdnldded.immooniycmpthmcnn
Flfill all of our needs. If my king wants enjera | can make it enjera If my
king wants bread | can make it bread. If my king wants siwa (local beer) |
can propare from it the siwa. If my king wants qolo (roasted grain) | can
make it So, it is due 1o this that | dare 1o say barley is for sure the king of
other crops, she said. The king became very happy with her answer. Since
then, 1t is said, the king appointed her as the leader of all the other cooks.

As o the legend above, bardey is recognized by majority of my informants and focus
groups participants, s the king of all other crops and all stated that they did not want to

miss i ot thelr houscholds, from year 1o year. | was also told that they produce a number of
s varietios which help them to produce barley indifferent arcas with difference in soil
fortility and type, amount of rainfall, and as to the upcoming socio-cultural occasions want
fhem fo do | personally ientified ten varieties of barley during the field work. Table 1
indicates the varieties of barloy and the functions of cach.



TABLE |

Varnieties of Barley and Their Function
Barley vanieties Functions
Taaeda sigem enjera ( most preferred)
Ikbi-eguy enjera and bread
Joelime " I'bread(ofless quality) and roasted grain
Hirguda enjera + tihni (powder that is mixed with

walter and serves as juice, preferably served
by those who have gastritis, Besides, it is also
used as food to be eaten during the Lent),

Gumara kolo ( roasted grain)
Ate enjera
Nacrae serves as new seed that replace the old barley

which remain to be sown for some time in
. _ the past ( it is exchanged with taf)
Dembay z kolo ( roasted grain)

Sowrce field work, 2011

Crenerally, scconding 1o my observation of the feeling of informants during the field work,
| can sy that the peasants seemed 1o be proud when they spoke about being producers and
owmers of barkey (sigem) They like it not only for the reasons mentioned in the legend above,
Mﬂwmuhlmm:mpﬂunmlhmwhenthe&gmaﬁesgo
empty following the rainy season. In this regard, for example, | was told that the land race
tsaeda sigem (white barley) s harvested after 80 days of it's sowing; a case that makes it
very istrumental in relieving peasants from shortage of food during the transition period
from the rainy season to September in the carly harvest scason.

Sirnay (wheat)

Wheat is another important grain crop produced for house consumption; for market exchange;
for alms giving 0 the church and also for festivities. Informants told that wheat. being
valuable, has different varicties. The following varictics of wheat were identified during the
field work. Table 2 shows the vanicties of wheat and the functions of each.



TABLE 2

Varicties of Wheat and Their Function

\\ heat vanetios Functions

 Shiban (white in color) bread ( of less quality in comparison to ziban

?&n = sescha, other variety)

 seseha (mixed having no single color) | best quality bread, roasted grain

Kinkina (red in color) uj_on and siwa
iy ( white i color)

Kuaday ( white in color) u]ln. bread and kolo ( roasted grain) as
, Y well as meboe/alms for a church

Trelime (black in color) bread and roasted grain
 Gider ( white) serves for all purposes and it is generally
= preferred for its productivity

Sousrce feld work, 2011

Wiwn ashed why they differentiste between the different kinds of wheat, informants
said that ihey differontiate one variety from the other because their actions help them to avert
sk of fallwre of production in relation 1o bad climate (from failure of production of any
variety) on one hand, and because their actions help them to enhance production as well as
satiafy their variows noeds, on the other hand.

Chenerally speaking. informants told that their varieties of wheat differ in the type of soil
they are bettor produced; in the time of calendar they are sown as well as in the qualities of
thewr Bosr. With regard to soil peeference, | was told that whereas the variety ziban sescha
el s (Bl sy Kinkioa, ehilay . tselimo, kuaday, shiban and gider grow
woll s hutea (sand soil) Concerning the quality of the varicties, they rank and arrange them
9 sach & way that the first named from the list is the first in quality and the last is the last in
U5 el The Tt includes Ziban sescha, gider, kuaday, shihan, chilay, tselimo and
hinking

Daguiha (fiager millet)

The other important cereal as produced by the peasants of Tigray is finger millet.
According %o informants, finger millet needs a lot of rain and it is sown only when there is
m*Emtflh-ﬁwmofﬁmmilmisniscdinmlationtoits




use for the peeparation of siwa®; finger millet can have other values too depending on its
vanctcs

During my stay in the fickd | was able to personally identify common varieties of finger
millet like walya (black finger millet), qeyih dagusha (red finger millet), tsaeda dagusha
(white finger millet) and gobozay (light colored finger millet). All of these varieties have
thetr own usique function as well as characteristics. According to informants, the variety
called walya is slow growing finger millet that needs sufficient amount of rain preferably
sarting from Apeil tll October. This variety is the most preferred because it is very
instrumental for the proparation of siwa, As explained above, given the fact that siwa is
fecessary in the time houscholds undertake agricultural activities with the help of extra labor;
i the time houscholds prepare any festivities; and above all, because siwa is the most liked
raditional alcobolic drink, the peasants’ very preference of wallya is justifiable,

Acvording 1o Informants, goberay. the other variety of finger millet is produced for its
productivity and fast growth, as well as for personal consumption as enjera. Similarly, they
prodice the other variety tsaeda dagusha (white finger millet) 1o use it for personal
Consmption as food in the form of emjera (mixed with other crops especially with taf) and
sha s Wieha (hread) and singe (soup)

Mishela (rorghum)

According to significant number of informants, sorghum is a crop which is least
provhaced. due 10 the unfavorable weather and climatic conditions in the area (for its growth)
sl i relation to the presence of birds and rodents attack. Informants told that though it is
boast peoduced and preferred. it Is however, produced to some extent. Accordingly, 1
shentified some varieties of sorghum namely: koden, gumbilu, shilkuit/safiday and
wediaher (chckling verch)

According to informants and participants, all varieties of sorghum have their own
significance and charscteristics. To begin with, informants told that shilkuit/safiday is a
uhﬂhlml‘utiut-lpomh.uptchllywhenlherainmnslaw,andwhen
Pestants can no longer sow the other varicties. In connection to this, informants indicated that
hﬁhﬁnhhhmdwm&mmwuﬁdqislmmfmd

"as it bs wsed i the dustribution systems which are explained later in this paper and given the
MMMihdeWuﬁwm&dﬁﬂmTiﬂay.
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because it necds oo much attention, especially during its harvest time; which the peasants
cannot however offer better than their more preferred cereals like taf and barley. This is
because unlike the other cercals and even unlike the other varieties of sorghum, it is viable to
fall casily even if touched let alone when it is harvested. According to the informants, this
vanety becomes ready 1o harvest and dry within a short period of time, and thus, its collection
i ot least impossible. One informant, Abehet Woldearegay talked about safiday in such a
way. “wafiday s not good. We only harvest it when we have no alternative. It is not good
Because It is difficult 1o collect. It falls on ones back like hailstones by the time one tries to
collect i when it is dry and ready 1o harvest. So, generally it is not good and above all it hurts
& bt i that i falls 1o the ground when one tries 1o collect it” (Interview, on February 6, 2011).

Acconding o informants, gumbile is the other variety of sorghum which is known for
e proshactivity, and which the peasants consider as one of the main varieties of sorghum next
o hoden Informant Techaye Nirea has the following to say about the fact that gumbilu is
very productive, “gumbile happened 10 be very supportive for us in 1978 E.C, following the
e of famine and drought in Ethlopia in 1977 EC. In 1978 E.C we were happy that we
proviuced the sorghum type gumbile. It could stay in our granaries till 1980 E.C, that is. for
heee sccessive yoans™ (Interview, on March 8, 2011). So, as the case above reflects,
Ewmbile s productive and it s produced for its productivity. In relation to this, it is common
L-Mwmmamlﬂu&mummhopcnndconﬁdcnccthcyhnvcon
e variety gumbile. The following bs one of such songs which are sung by peasants, and
which reflects that they are confident in the continuous productivity of gumbilu from year to

yoar

Mishels gumbite sorghum gumbile has grown,
Tehararile one over the other
Ayoka harestay Kidegm eye el saying bebold peasant | want to repeat the same

The other exsential variety of sorghum is keden, According to informants, this type of
sotghum s weed for personal consumption as enjera mixed with taf and also as siwa (though
less preferred in comparison 1o finger millet). Moreover, koden does also serve as a kind of
popeos in which it is served with chick- pea (see plate 8). In this regard, informants indicated
hat it happened 0 be the most preferred substitute for popcom before the introduction of the
latser Mlmﬂﬁmmmwhmwlikebws:sﬂmlexplodewhen
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the h‘uhhﬁ.lﬂd-qlblhwl&emony when they are served alone or
together with other roasted grains like chick-pea and sunflower. Above and beyond, this
vanety i believed 10 be the most plentiful variety by grace (birkut) of all other varieties of
sorghum, when in the store. To expeess this, the peasants say in their local language ab geza
m-mmtu.uumwmmm- in the homestead).

Finally, informants 1old that wediaker is another variety of sorghum which serves for
siwa as substitute of finger millet (though much less preferred). Besides, they told that this
vaniety may alwo be used for personal consumption as bread and enjera, by families who are
eonmically poor and who cannot get the other types of crops. Generally, I found this variety
of sorghum 10 bo much less produced and above all less preferred, by the peasants in Adi-
Seray ansd Adi- Amhara

L equa (red sorghum)

Although # &s less preforred and less produced in relation to the same reasons |
entioned shove for sorghum, as observed and told by informants, the peasants in Adi-Senay

and Adi-Ambars produce theee varietios of red sorghum. These varieties are termed hatsiro
Chort) marire (spacious) and Kelkel kelbi (dog's il like).

Fo Whustrate, hatsire s & variety which has short stalk and which is productive but
meanwhile which i believed culturally 1o be hawtati (less plentiful) when in the store’, In
contrary wise, sarire” has long stalks and is believed to be plentiful by grace when in the
shore Fimally, the other varicty, kolkol kelbi has very limited productivity and hence it is less
preferred in comparison to the two. Its use is very limited in that it is produced to use it only
for emjers and i s peither praised for its productivity when in the field nor for being plentiful
when i the store. 1t has got its name from its husk which looks like a dog's tail.

Cemerally, informants told that they produce red sorghum for preparing enjera (only
st only when mixed with taf) and siwa.

" Pessants believe that some crops are plentiful when in the store due to that God wishes them
80 be ke that On the other hand, some crops are not plentiful because God does not allow
B 10 be. So, hatsire s one of those crops which do not become plentiful by grace on the
will of God when in the store.

" The vasiant sarire serves 1o betier substitute finger millet in terms of its use to prepare
shwa Despete this fact, the siwa that s prepared from zariro is feared to be drunk freely for
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Mishela Bahri (makze)

As | explained it above, the peasants of the research sites practice diversified
production of either crops or others in order 1o satisfy their diversified economic and socio-
cultursl poeds. As pant of this reality, informants told me that they produce and recognize
mnnmdh&ﬂumﬂﬁhhmm it to be at their home from year to year.
Trndiionally, they produce this type of cereal crop when there is sufficient amount of rainfall.

According W informants, the peasants in Adi-Senay and Adi-Ambara recognize two
varsetios of matee, namely anji and wedlarbes (lit., “son of 40 days”). Whereas anji is a slow
growing variety that requires sufficient rainfall for long period of time, May to September,
ol b Jong stalk. the wediarbea is of short stalk, fast growing (grows in 40 days of its
sowing) and s & vaniety which is sown when the ain starts late, later than May. Generally
spesking, i comparison 1o the two varieties, the peasants prefer wediarbea 1o a much lesser
degree. To substantiate the case It helps 1o include what one informant said. Informant Abrhet
Woldeaogay said, “We sow wediarbea only to let our land be covered when the rain starts
lste Onherwise, we prefer not to sow it at all” (Interview, on February 6, 2011),

lo“Qﬂbmilhlpk)hdiultl!mmaiuhpniwdmdpmduced.forbcing
emergency and fast growing crop. According to informants, it is one of the first two crops
(henides, barley) that serve & family at its verge of failure into hunger, during the transition
periodd 10 & year which the peasants call Kisad werhi'' At this very time, maize proves very
nstramental. Cenerally, matze is produced only for personal consumption and accordingly it
i more offen than not, served when in the field being fresh. Mostly, it is not taken in to the
pried mills, wnbess the harvest proves to be more and they cannot finish all what they have
produced (when in the fiekd) and hence they have 1o store some.

VLY Legumen

Legumen are among the other group of crops that are produced for their economic and
sociocultueal values. Informants indicated that they produce legumes like chick-pea, pea,
bean and lentil. Treaditionally legumes like pea, chick-pea and bean are used to prepare the
traditional stew called taebbi shire Even if black chick-pea (asebere) can also serve as

" Kisad werhi lies in between the rainy season (kiremti) and September from the harvest
sosson (kewed) when the firstly harvested fresh crops from the harvest of the New Year are
wed. At this time most peasant households will have nothing in their granaries and if no new
harvest is collected. they may even fail victim to hunger,



aliernative 1o any one of the three legumes indicated above during the preparation of shiro,
the best quality shire is made from chick-pea, pea and bean, Besides serving for shiro, bean
specifivally serves as ingredient for hilbet (other traditional stew) and together with pea it
shsor serves for bukuit “(sprout of crop soaked in water).

As & matter of fact, whereas bean does have two varietics namely bean of the Italians
(wter-babri talian) and bean of the mother land (ater-bahri adi), chick-pea and pea do have
only one variety. From the varieties of bean, informants told that it is the variety of the
Italians which s prodhctive.

Wirsin (entil)

Ihe other important legume which is produced by the peasants in Adi-Senay and Adi-
Ambars For s economic and socko-cultural significance is lentil. Informants told that they
produce lontil b0 use it elther in the preparation of a traditional stew named birsin or else to
e 1 ingredient in the preparation of hilhet. In connection to this, informants further noted
that traditionally lentil s bolioved by females 10 be aphrodisiac seed when it is served as stew.
They added and sald that it Is the reason why the females in Tigray say. birsin niscbay
yerisim (It bentil motivates a man)

To s up the discussion about legumes, legumes do serve as significant source of
ome besides 10 satisfying the above socio-cultural values. For example, during my field
work, | observed one shahase (traditional implement for measurement and which is measures
o 5 Milogram) of chich- pea. 10 be sold with 30 Ethiopian Birr. A case in point, which |
sctually thought and considered 1o be very supportive for the peasants to cover at least their
cxpenses for consumer goods.

VLN Of Seeds

Before the introduction of the manufactured oils, to satisfy their need for oil and also to
e them in vanous aditional ways, the Tigrean peasants have remained to produce a
mumber of ofl seeds. In the rescarch sites, oll seeds like nibug (nigersced), intatei (linseed)
and abvef {sunflower) are produced by the peasants.

" Bakaltl s 8 crop that has stanted germination when it is soaked in water. In Tigray bukulti
mainly serves as alms in s church that is served after consecration and as important food to be
presented in some festivities (s discussed in the next sub topic about distribution). Bukulti is
masaly prepared from legumes, especially from bean,

a7



Nibug (nigerseed)

According 10 informants, nibug (nigerseed) is one in its type and its main socio-cultural
function is proved during the threshing time. Peasants in Tigray have a special food which
they wse duning theeshing and winnowing time, in a threshing floor, especially when the crops
1o be tweshed e in large amount and when they have to stay there, day and night. The
waditional food which is prepared from nigersced is called hisyo (nigerseed cake). It is
prepared from unfermented dough of taf hulling it with slightly pounded nigerseed. It is oval
0 it shape and informants told that it is very satisfying to the extent that it even enables them
b atay for long period of time without having to eat again and again, and also being energetic.
Fowergy which | think is necessary given the fact that the threshing and winnowing activities
A VOEY liresoee.

PBesides s e for hisyo, nigerseed is used as kebei (0il). According to female
kormants, the odl from nigerseed Is prepared by women after a group of men pounded the
sigerseed with & mortar 0 & postle for hours. Kebel serves as oil especially during fasting
aye when the traditional stew called hilbet is consumed. Kebei is dark yellow in colour and
very thick in tenture

Intatel (Haseed)

Lissend s another economically and socio-culturally important oil crop. With regard to
Bus crop, Informants 1old that they recognize two varieties, based on their supposed sex,
[hese varietios are male Nnsoed and female linsced. Whereas the female linseed is very oily,
the male s oot as sxch Generally speaking the main socio-cultural function of linseed is
related 10 s wsage 8 soup (singo), especially for a woman who has just given birth (haras).
Cultarally the soup from limseed is believed to strengthen the haras in the first days after
giving etk In addition to this, linseed can serve as stew which is most preferably served at
e ond of the Lent before anyone who remained fasting starts to eat meat, milk as well as egg
prodects. Here, informants indicated that stew from linseed is mainly served at the dawn of
the eve of the Passover or Faster holiday. This is done for linsced is culturally believed to
softon the entrails which remained fasting for almost two months, Finally, it helps to indicate
hat becasse Nmseod i+ culturally believed to be sensitive and viable to evil spirit, it needs to
be hept carefully in & very clean container with a strong lid; otherwise, it is most likely to be
spotied and o cause danger when served



Shefl (sunflower)

The third type of oll seed that the peasants of the study sites produce is sunflower
(shul) During my field work informants told that they recognize two varieties of sunflower
which they separste based on their color. These are the black sunflower and the white
sunflower. The white sunflower can be drunk as soup after it is pounded and can also serve as
sdditive 1o rossted grain of sorghum and other crops like chick- pea, barley as well as wheat.
I this regand, i s put i the middle of the ball like white bursts of heated sorghum in a way it
gives the popeom like white bursts of sorghum a special beauty, especially during coffee
coremontes. In addition 1o this, sunflower can also be served as rapidly prepared raw stew,
that bs, & stew that has never tlouched heat/fire.

Speaking about the black sunflower, informants told that it is served as roasted grain
sl s il Cenerally, peasants in Adi-Senay and Adi-Ambara produce very few amount of
sunflower always slongside other crops, like maize. They do that because its use is very
limitedd 1o the explained socio-cultural values,

Fisally 10 wind up the whole discussion about oil seeds, besides the explained socio-
cultural values, all the oil seeds are very much supportive as source of income to the peasants
when they are taken to the market.

LA Other Crops
Shinfae (cumin)

I e & crop that has two varieties which are separated from each other based on their
codor Informants indicated that the varietios are namely, black and red. This crop is medicinal
crop and s production is limited to that end. Here, though the two varieties can serve and
have medicinal value, the black Shinfae (cumin) is the most commonly used and most
cultarally peeferred type Culturally cumin serves as medicinal crop for both human beings
and animals (especially the poultnes). Informant Gebremariam Zeray said that they use cumin
wogether with water 1o sprinkle the place where a fresh wound was caused, and also on the
fresh and swelling part of the body itsell. When asked why they do that, the informant told
that they do what they do because cumin is culturally believed by them to prevent the wound
from becoming severe (because of evil spinit duning the time it was caused) and because
cumin s culturally believed 1o belp the wound heal very early (Interview, On January 27,
2001) As explamned above, the medicinal value of cumin to animals was told to me by female



wformant Abebet Woldearegay. She told me that they use mixture of cumin and lemon to cure
their powlinies from deadly birds’ diseases. In this regard, though they most of the time
succeed o curing their poultries from the fital diseases of birds, the informant witnessed that
they sometimes fall (Interview, on February 6, 2011),

Abacke (fenugreek)

Another very important crop which is produced by the peasants in the research sites is
ahacke (fenugroek) 1t has two varieties which are identified based on color. These varieties
wre mamely, green fenugreck and white fenugreek. Informants told that the white fenugreek is
e st preforably produced vanety, because it serves as a main ingredient in the preparation
of Wiibet aned also because it is mixed as an ingredient into a floor of taf It is added into the
fons of tal, in onder 10 improve the taste and odor of the floor. In this regard, one glass of
feougreek &= addod into one quintal of taf 10 be ground together. Furthermore, fenugreek is
added i the form of roasted grain or together with salt in the form of powder, into milk. This
w cultueally dome 1o prevent somachache which is thought to be caused by drinking milk,
capecially frosh milh. Finally, although it is more preferably used by Muslims, fenugreek is
also wsedd s nosvaloobolic altermative traditional drink which is culturally believed to prevent
sy diseases and feeling of discomion in the entrails and stomach, as well as for the sake of

fattening one's hody
L3 Amimal Hushandry

Possants in Adi-Senay and Adi-Ambara also practice production of animals or animal
bshundey. They produce and herd animals like cattle, sheep, goats and donkeys. The
peasants produce them all, for all of the animals have their own socio- cultural and economic
values which are discussed below.

L0 Catthe Rearing

As | explained earlier peasants practice cattle rearing. According to informants, the
possants s Adi-Senay and Adi-Ambara raise cattle to use them as source of income in the
market, 10 satiefy their differing personal consumption needs and also to get further socio-
cultural values As regands the personal consumption, cattle are very valuable because they do
provide poasants with mest, milk and its products, hides as well as with manures and when
desed with fuel in the form of kebe (dnied dung cakes) from their dung.



Hetray (on)

Speaking shout their ox, informants indicated that it has economic and socio-cultural
values. Econceically ox is valuable because it can be sold either as live animal or else, its
moat can be sold 1o serve as source of income. Moreover, in the economic arena, ox can be

wurce of ecome in the form of selling its hide and skin. Furthermore, peasants rear ox
hecause ox is moans and source of their living.

O is the very instrumental animal in peasant production and distribution systems. In
he produstion sroma, ox helps peasants in the plowing and threshing occasions, and it is only
o the presence of this animal that houscholds enter into labor exchange agreements that are
practiond the whole your round. These labor parties that come in the form of colleague- client
or petrons lemt sty les of the Mexicans (Foster, 1967) are proved only in the presence of this
comential animal Though, | would not repeat the same words, for in the research sites labor is
by G conssdored more important capital than ox/oxen in relation to lack of lands and grazing
sreas. & sunber of scholars (Hoben, 1973, Baver, 1975, 1977; McCann, 1987 and Asmelash,
20061 have rated onen as the main scarce capital in peasant households and especially in the
sorthern part of Pidopla Apart from the above socio-cultural values of ox during the
production peactice, informants indicated that ox has remained to play a very pivotal role in
sk dustribation systems like dowry, in the case of marriage in Tigray. In dowry, households
have rematnad 10 be requined 1o offer st least one pair of oxen to be used in the future, by the
family of the newlyweds, though this s actually diminishing nowadays due to that the value
of onen has decreased with the decrease in size of land.

Informants indicated that one ox can serve if kept well, for 12 years without rest, In one
T groups ducussion, participants raised that in its carly period of birth, when it is mirak
(calf), s on dous not have any value. But later, from the time it becomes zirabei and/or arha
() after theee 10 four years of its birth, an ox becomes very essential. In connection to this,
participants indicated that they start 1o train their ox, starting from its three and half years of
age for five comsecutive months. They train their ox from February to May. When asked why
the ain thelr ox in the above specific periods, they told that they prefer these months because
the months le in the dry season, when it is very sunny and the farmlands do become dry and
easy 10 plow. That is making them very preferable for training ox/oxen. Since any ox cannot
be docile and casy to operate if not castrated, peasants in the rescarch sites more often than
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not. castrate thewr ox in its six years of age. By then it is called testay (bullock) and it
becomes very experienced for plowing and other of the agricultural activities, like threshing.

Labmi (cow)

e other important animal is cow. According to informants, a cow serves peasants with
el s ik products like tesmi (butter), riguo (yoghurt), hiquan (skimmed milk),
st mmycheba (whey ) Bosides, it serves them as source of income either when it is sold alive
o when its meat, skin or hide are sold. In connection to this, informants indicated that they do
ot always sell the hade and skin of their cows and that they rather use them to produce leather
proshicts ke maesl (eather that serves mat on a bed), mesian and miran (straps from
feather) and others which are discussed in the craft production section. Moreover, cows are
shac given as geami (dowry) 1o the family of the boy from the family of the girl and they are
made romain there 10 be milked il they are taken by the newlyweds. Hence, cow has also
very mportant socioseultunal values and the. peasants produce it to secure these values, too,

LL22 Production of Shots

Heget (vheep)

Another very important animal which is liked by the peasants in the research sites is
begeld (shoep) Informants tokd that sheep has a lot of economic and socio-cultural values.

Acvording o informants traditionally sheep is most preferably served in Tigray from
Septomber t0 December, that i, from the time following the rainy season to the time the dry
season begine. Acconding to them, this is because traditionally it is believed that sheep has
quality mest when it can eat freah grasses which are very common to exist in the indicated
tme A newly bom sheep the rema (lamb) becomes magula (ram) within six months after its
barth More ofien than not. whereas the female sheep serves as source of the rema, the males
s oither wsed for personal comsumption slaughtering them or else they are sold in the market.
Acconding %o informants, taditionally & magula sheep is preferably sacrificed in a church so
o o remember the 40™ day of the death of a deceased person. Generally therefore, sheep is

highly regarded by the peasants in Tigray for its socio-cultural as well as economic value.
Tiel (geat)

Chosts are also produced by the peasants in the rescarch sites. Goats are produced for
S coomomic and socko-cultural values. According to informants, goats economically can
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serve s source of income when the peasants sell the kids, the billy-goats and the nanny-goats,
when they e alive. Besides, peasants produce goats to secure a number of socio-cultural
values like 0 use them o source for manure and fuel, to slaughter them at some specific
temes (o the year, and also 0 use especially the mikit (castrated goat) by a newly married
groomm an sign of respect for his bride and for her family by offering it to the bride's family.

Acconding 1o informants, mikit s o two years and above of age goat. One goat becomes
il after 1 s cantrated i it two years of age. In Tigray, mikit is most commonly served on
he Daster boliday. This is for the reason that culturally goats in general and mikit in
particular wre belioved 10 develop best quality meat during the dry season, from January —
Mayeuly June Besides personal consumption, as explained above, mikit is the most
preferred snimal in which a bridegroom gives 1o his mother in-law and her family as sign of
respect and bappeness for his living with her girl (which is his bride) and her family, This
happened always o Paster because marrlages are conducted in January and for the
berdegroom performs this action | explained, after the Lent.

Chemerally therefore, all goats either mikits or the other goats (from the kid to billy-goat
ad manny-goat), do have a lot of economic and socio-cultural values which guide the
pessants’ deciston o prodise them.

Adgi (donkey)

A very mportant pack animal which the peasants want to produce is the donkey. Donkey does
sorve thee s pach antmal 1o carry their crops, firewood (in and out of the household) and
sleo w0 ferch water Blesides, donkey s well marketable in the market. Nowadays donkey is
wrving pessants as sowrce of income because it is rented for a day to carry stones during
mawnry s house construction of other houscholds.

Spesking showt the importance of donkey, informant Gebremariam Zeray said that
“donkey s supporter of & woman in a house “ (Interview, on January 27, 2011). He said that a
woman i 8 howsehold where donkey is present is highly supported. She is supported because
e dows mot have o fesch water (as her husband and children may fetch water by the
doskey k. she does not have to carry cercals cither to home or from home to market and
grinding mills (because cither her children, her husband or herself can carry them on the back
of the doskey) she does mot have %o carry firewood and charcoal 1o sell in the market
(becase the doskey can carry them for her). So, as the informant said and as [ observed the
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case personally, | would say donkey is such an important animal that can revolutionize the
babor load of & woman in the houschold of & peasant (see plate 9 for the role of donkey).

L1 X Poultry Production

Poulery production is also another field of production over where the peasants of the
eosearch sites e isvolved in. They practice poultry production for subsistence consumption
grven thewr socso-cultunal significance and also 1o use them as source of income.

With regand 1 thelr production practice, informants told that they traditionally let their
et b inculate i the harvest season. When asked why they do that? Informants indicated
that they do prefer kewel (the harvest) on one hand, for they think that the chickens and their
sothers will have & lot of food 1o eat given that the scason is season of harvest; and on the
othet hand, For they think that the season s somewhat cool, a preferable whether condition for
soccesatil incubation and brooding. According to informant Mantegbosh an excellent hen can
Bt twin & year and raditionally & hen can incubate only twelve eggs for better brooding
Cterview, on March 6, 2001 In connection to this, they rate crops like maize, sorghum and
Parkey s best gquality food stulf for poultry and for excellent result, either in rapid growth of
e hichens or in terms of enabling their hens to lay full eggs at daily base,

Teaditionally, more often than not, a number of female hens are kept with a single male
hon, the kukunay (the cock) Here, whereas the male hens except the one are often times sold
(hough mot the only, for females are also sold) the females are made to lay eggs to be sold in
the market, and also to brood chichens

According 10 informants, culturally eggs of an arhi derho (a hen that lays eggs for its
first ) are wsed b0 condhuct a kind of ritual on children who are extremely shy and
dutbad The ritsal i called aynet miwtsae In this ritual, three eggs are broken on the head
of the supponed child Here, o perform the ritual a debtera (a learned clergy) reads spells
over the oggs and then breaks them over the child’s head 5o as to finish the ritual. The ritual is
performed because it is culturally believed that a child over whom such a ritual is conducted
bocomes normally sociable, stable in personality and not extremely shy. As a matter of fact
thes rivual today s performed in very rare cases due to religious and social sanctions.



V1A Apleulture

A production practice that involves significant number of people from the research sites
W apieuliare. As far as their production of honey is concerned, informants told that they
recognise theee types of honey based on the honey's colour and quality, namely tsaeda
meariwhite boney ). keyih mear (red honey) and sergenay mear (mixed honey).

Spesbing shout thelr production peactices, informants told that they undertake
prosdistion of bees either by enabling them to reproduce themselves or else by collecting them
fromm mountains s wild boes. Traditionally bees give best quality honey from September 18
up s 3 Oxtobser (all ta Fiviopian calendar) due to that in the mentioned months the earth is
covered with Bowers (creating favorsble conditions for the bees to serve rectum) and that
peings of water are relatively found 10 be more in number. Bees are kept in a material called
kade (b Bive ) which s made of & special purpose soil which is collected from the ant’s hill
snd dung Kude is prepared by women (see plate 10) and it is one of the responsibilities of
wommen a0 far s the division of labor that | will discuss later is concemned. Side by side with
e, e regands the honey collection from the kudo, informants indicated that it is a male who
collects homey s this regand, besides 10 using a smoke to prevent the bees from stinging him,
Ui oo collecting honey i said 10 say repeatedly biziban nigus Iyob" (lit., on the name of
the Whiical king lyob)

Informants told that traditionally they could separate an old king from the new king
from » kede They mostly do this from the months of June to September, Here, they say when
& mew hing bs bomn, the old one gives a special sound. At this time, 1o prevent the old one from
leaving the beedive, the owner needs 1o prepare another kudo where he puts the old king.
This i i contrary wise b0 what the Aris do in that they separate the young, leaving the old in
s beehive (Oebee, 1991)

Cremerally, informants told that producing bees has economic and socio-cultural values.
The sconomic significance of boes was told 1o me by informant Gabreigziabiher Tekle.
MHhhmﬁnhmm&omtheaellingof!beirhoneys. The
nformant further noted that they use the income ultimately to cover their expenses for

" They mention the same lyob o refer to the biblical lyob from whose leg the peasants
believe God created bees The peasants believe that because God created bees from the
wounded laser cured legs of Iyob, the bees never sting any one given that he mentions the
saeme of lyob who is their master a3 assigned by God.
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comsumer commodities like dress for children and wife as well as expenses for salt, oil, soap
and so on (Interview, on February 26, 2011).

Socsoculanally, honey, especially the red honey is used to prepare mead (mess). Mead
o culturally very important alcobolic drink which is especially preferred to be prepared and
served during some important festivities like wedding and the culturally important ceremony
of beskar (coremony for the remembrance of a deceased person). Traditionally, festivities and
teskar are pratsed, and are believed W reflect social and economic status when mead from
howey i present. Besides, other very socio-cultural value of honey is that in the past, family
oF By had o ke qurse mear (o small pot of honey) to a girl's family during betrothal
cormmonses. And still sow mothers in-law take honey in qurae as entrance ticket to see her
s s beide wiiile shie b5 with ber son as a groom during the honeymoon. Moreover, according
W mformants honey has additional significant medicinal value. In this regard, honey can be
weed 20 cuee stomachache when served together with cumin, and to purify blood when served
ae pusd (espexially, the white honey )

Hewe, generally the peasants produce bees 1o secure the economic as well as socio-
cultaral valaes they pot from producing them.

L2 Foomomic and Socio- Cultural Values of the Agricultural Fields of Production
in Nelation to Distribution Systems

Pessants having produced most of their products, they are involved in the distribution of
he e These mechanisms with which the peasants distribute their produce do serve also as
levaling mechaniums. This is because they, as “leveling mechanisms™ force the peasants to
eapond what they could have otherwise accumulated (Nash, 1967). The peasants in Tigray are
not i Bifferent %o this. Thus, they are observed to be involved in a number of activities which
e be rsted s o Nash, leveling mechanisms. These mechanisms come in the form of
festrvitiens 8o b colebested or coremonies to be observed. The festivities and ceremonies may
be somnally celebested and’ or obwerved, or clse once in life as a Kind of rite of passage.
Kivemi. mahber, siwabealizikir, teskar, merea are among others to mention, but very few
20 very dominant Here under they are all discussed one by one.

L20, Kismd (Festivity of a Parish)

This ks & festivity which is recognized and celebrated once in a year by inhabitants of a
mumthmu)ﬂtu'bydllthiflheydomlhwcllnirownchurchas
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i the case of pariab dwellens). According 10 informants and participants, kismi is celebrated
or clse s expected to be recognized by all of the dwellers of that parish or the hamlet in
remembrance of the specific Saints day or else God's name with which the church is named.
AN participants in all the focus groups discussions | had agreed on the fact that in kismi every
oee who bappesed to visit the church and who does not have a relative and who is only a
passerby be most welcome 10 any houschold within the parish, or the type of hamlet indicated
shove e comnection to this, they added that if that one has a relative in the parish, he/she is
expected 10 go 1o the housebold of hisher relatives.

o Rhaamd, since most of the time there are & number of individuals who come while they
A0 ot have relatives sround the pariah, they are more often than not served when they are in
e chrch This i done either in the form of contribution from each and every household in
o pariahs or Bwough the other mechaniam in that any peasant houschold lets some number of
s comers i guots B o visit I According to my own experience, in kismi, enjera with
dew and Bwe bocal beer, siwa are the most commonly served food and drink. This
Sfferentistes Risml from the other festivities 1o be discussed later.

Acconding o group participants, kisel besides 1o its religious value helps the peasants
o strengthen thedr feenilial thes in termas of introducing the newly born individuals with their

welatives. Mere, they sald that it strongthons the peasants’ relationships as relatives, which
Aherwise could have boen beoken forgotten due 1o distance. This is justifiable given that it is
o bbeamd of one's relative that relatives from different localities other than the parish or hamlet
(e leteating the vl do come

L2 0 Siwabenl (Festivity in Remembrance of a Saint or God)

A festivity that i also colebrated once in a year, but which is celebrated by a single
heonsehuodd s shwa beal sikir This festivity is result of a Kind of patron — client relationship
which Foster (1967) explained 1o exist in the peasants of Tzintzuan in Mexico, in between
oo aond thesr amy saint or God by Himself. According to participants, siwabeal which is also
called Zikir (remembeance) i prepared when owner of one peasant houschold believes that,
hat partioular saint or on that particular date God has miraculously saved him from danger.
That s ehther b Meemaell or his family including his animals, cereals and homestead. Here,
what group pasticipants tell & experience of one peasant can serve as an example.
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. gouts and sheep went out of the house in
) for him to find them even if he searched
whole night. At that time he lost hope of finding them and he
slept at his home. He thought they were eaten and to realize
W search for their carcass. Surprisingly he found them in the
(a name of a peak around both the research sites). He was
meanwhile thanked God. He then after believed that all of them
because he trusted God and he sprinkled a holy water of Abune
sebeomentoshidus before be lost them, Thus, starting from that time, the

wﬂ“hhﬂbmhﬂlbemco{ﬂwnimamunlly
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S0 e e case does reflect, wikir i a festivity prepared by one household in respect of the
saint with whom 0 b attached more of in respect of God by Himself through remembering
by of the mligons days which are recognized for God's remembrance. According to
wloemants, s ZiKir inhabitants of the nearby parish, if no church is around including
habitants of the noarby hambet, are all invited. In this regard, unlike in kismi when one is
visited by people from different localities, in zikir he is visited by people of his own locality.
Here, everyone from the same locality, including children has the same right to join and enjoy
e celebeation. To say it in other words, all inhabitants of the hamlet or parish are served
cqually roms the same food and drink. | personally observed two zikirs. | noticed that the
Cnd aed deink see ifferent from that of kismi. Here, it is only bread (himbasha), siwa and
bukulti (sprost of boan soaked in water) that one visitor is served. As observed, in this
festivity wosnes st ot allowed to be with men. Accordingly, in the festivity | observed, they
crtered o oo oo of the bouse and they were entertained there alone, while the men sat in
the compound of the house in & temporary pavilion. During that time, whereas the elderly sat
i woushen chale type materials, children sat either at the middle or at the back and side of the
ehderly, om the floor covered with fresh leaves. This was told to me by informants that it is
o 1o reflect respect 1o the ehderly.
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1o the sikde | observed. | also noticed that the elderly and clergy stand up and forward
their blossings (soe plate 11) before individuals who happened to join the festivity started to
losve the pevilion. ln the Blessing occasion everyone has to stand up, and while the owners
ﬂm*lhﬂ.hmmmﬁwﬁmnﬂnnlhcymmcwry
location i the temporary pavilion. Then while the clderly and clergy who are invited bless
s wish the family 1o meet everything good in the world and to be in paradise after life, the
owmers welkcome the blessing by pledging 1o do the same thing by the next year on the will of
Ciod. mesmwhile, wishing the invited to enjoy their stay, and also reminding them that food



aod deink are there 10 be caten and drunk, respectively. As observed, | can tell that most of the
mvited individuals repeat the drink rather than the food which were presented to them.
According o informants, generally in zikir the household preparing festivity is visited by any
members of the other household from the hamlet or parish, including husband and wife as
well ws their childeen and any one present in their homestead in that time if he/she wishes.

Cromerally, as b0 the study | have got 1o know that zikir or siwabeal strengthens the social ties
between the inhabitants of the parish or hamlet. Even though | could not calculate
quantitatively the exact amount they spend (because as explained earlier they told about their
exponses in general terms like in number of pots in the case of siwa), | can guess that the
Bomssabokds spend o bot. This s so especially given the fact that the households have to prepare
congh smosst of food and deink annually for all inhabitants of a parish/hamlet with little
care for thetr pumber

V20 Makber (Group Festivity)

Mabber i+ another annually celebrated festivity, Mahber is a group of 12 or 16
v iduals” affale. According to informants, they are made to be 12 taking the example of
Fesun Christ and His disciples; they become sixteen when they want to respect some of the
hakden rebigious days of else the additional holidays.

According to significant number of group participants, mahber works on certain rules
sond rogulations as regands the number and gender of members and the type of food and drink
o b presented. Although there can be mahbers which entertain both the husband and the
wife, ofien times males prefer 10 have their own mahbers irrespective of their wives. Here,
whormants raised the managerial role that women play at the household and the possible
Gotrbance of the howsebold in their absence by the time they leave the household for
mahber, o reason for not allowing women, including their wives to be with them in mahber.
I uethersmore. makber for women is also not allowed in relation to the fact that the members
e o Stssce and women may not be suitable with it. However, this does not mean that no
mahber s provent for women and thus mahber is also possible to be set by females only. In
s case the 21" duy of each of the months or the Sundays and Saturdays (monthly) are the
most preferred days for women's gatherings in a mahber (all the mentioned dates are in
Ethsopuan Calendar) -



From my knowledge as an insider, and from what was told to me by participants,
memberibip 40 & makber s granted based on the criteria that the member is kind and has
excellont conduct as can be explained by his ability 1o live in harmony with others, and has
stabile comdict either in bad times or in good fortunes. This is considered because members in
s makber are roquired any time 1o live in a harmony being treated as equals to one another as
Haser (1977) indicated in his study in Enderta Tigray. Besides, members are expected to live
0 harmony because no one s allowed 10 have hatred with other member. In this regard,
participants Sold that 1o ascertain agreement among members; the members of a mahber are
formad. more often than sot, from peoples coming from different localities which are in long
Sstane Brom one snother. When ashed why they form mabber with individuals from far
seas, group participants said that they do not form a mahber with neighbors because they
foar that they may have some hatred and that may endanger the very existence of mahber.
Py thast if they form mabber with members that come from remote areas, they will not
Bave something to dagree. Thus, that means they will meet one another after a longing for a
month o so, happily. Generally, they say that they celebrate the festivity happily, as it is of
comrse enpecied from the very nature of the mahber festivity and from God.

To il from my ksowledge of the culture as an insider, members of the mahber do
reapect and st ome snother very much. Unlike in the other festivities, in mahber it is mainly
the members that can come and enjoy the festivity though very near relatives like brothers,
waters on very friendly and very near neighbors may also be invited. According to informants,
W velelwate their mahber, the membors make their way to the household preparing the
mahber. o1 the eve of the festivity, and they sleep there till they return the next day, Having
srived @ the eve, the whole night the mahber members discuss a number of issues like
family affaies, agricultursl condition (like sowing time, crop type and so on) and some
Mearming veeeaes in thet warroundings

Participants i all the focus groups discussions | held tell that poor individuals and rich
iondiv iduale can possibly be members in & mahber. And when this happens, the rich ones are
soem 0 support thels poor members cither in the form of sharing them what the poor wants in
group. or clse individually in other ways like, for example, letting the poor to prepare their
festivity during the harvesting scason (when they are supposed to have enough produce).
More often thas not, they do this while letting their festivity to be celebrated in the rainy
seaton when mout howsehold run out of food in their store.



As observed and according 10 what informants told, as far as mahber rules and
regulations e concerned, the most preferred and mandatory food and drink in a mahber are
beend and siwa However, informants said if one member wishes to prepare more food and
drink Lk emjern with stew even slaughtering a sheep (when it is not during the fasting time),
b can do w0 though it cannot of s not expected 1o be reciprocated.

In sddition 10 what s explained above, sccording to participants it helps to note that
cotrne o mahber as & member can also be guaranteed on generational ties, and with that
mahber can strongthen intergencrational familial ties. This is for the mahber passes from
fathet b0 son like any property

Conerally, seconding o sigmificant group participants and informants, | can say that
mahber has sociocultaral and religious values in terms of strengthening inter gencrational
Panilial tes on el in strengthening the link in between families of different localities. Such a
Bk could serve them in tme of emergency, like invasion and appearance of contagious
Sovsses In mabber the members come from far arcas as far as 20 Kms and above, and that
could b goosd with regands to sharing information in relation to the aforementioned factors
sl others In mahber, though | can notice that the members help each other economically,
W Gt it it bs semally celebrated (in which cach member has to celebrate it in either of the
12 months i 8 yout) may minimize the houscholds” income consistently.,

V24 Merves (Marriage’ Wedding)

Meres (martiage wedding) is other occasional festivity over where peasants spent a lot
sondion wandt 10 spend & ot According 1o informants, merea is one of the festivities which the
possants give mach omphasis It is done not only 1o help ones son/daughter establishes a
Camily et also because one wants himber and/or himsell and the family in general to be
reapectod for having prepared such o festivity. Just like the teskar (to be discussed later) and
sy other of the aneual festivities indicated above, merea is guided by the principle of
wodihawabe (11 beother of & father). Informants told that according to the principle of the
wodihawsbe, someone doos prepare merea not only for himself and his family but for the
whe of e locale The more the merea is extravagant in terms of number of invitation, in
serme of the ammount of food and drink peepared as well as the quality of the food and drink;
e more respected will be the owner According to informants Gebremariam Zeray and
Ciabweschasie Yehumo, food and drink are of quality, when the enjera is from white taf and
when the shwe s prepared from pure finger millet only.
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According ko my knowledge as an insider, merea in Tigray is extravagant especially for
the family of the bride. It is extravagant because besides to covering expenditure of the
festivity, Whey are required 10 pay & dowry. In Tigray, bride’s family needs to pay a dowry to
the groven's family. The payment is often times in kind and in cash. Accordingly. the dowry
may B made o the form of cattle, crop and other offerings or simply in the form of money.
Here as explained above, the responsible families do offerings being guided by the principle
of wodibawabeo Acconding W the principle, the more the dowry is the more respected the
fathr. the Tammily wond bis sewlywed daughter and even the receiving family will be. Due to
s meven in gonersl sad meres of the bride’s family in particular are very extravagant.

Chemerally, scconding o informants, meres is an occasion where the locals help each
Wher The sucorss of the meres, except in terms of covering the expenses for the festivity and
dowry. s the responsibility of st only the immediate responsible family but also the
respomibality of the locals This is 5o in relation to the peasants’ identification of themselves
wertonially s (Foster & Diaz, 1967) noted. To wind up this section, the Tigreans say do
somethung when you have & number of cows and again do something when you have good
ol e Bals s labmin entitibezheka intay giberelu iklin intibezheka
intay gibereln S0, s the sbove proverb reflects the Tigrean peasants participate in merea
when they ok they have enough produce or enough capital. In this regard, they never think
of mcumulating thelr produce or capital 10 use them any other time. They rather are happy
when they have ssch & produce to spend it in festivities which they give more value. Here the
prciple s mothing et the principle of wodibawabo as explained later in the following
e b avnac hoy

L1A Teshar (Ceremony in Remembrance of the Deceased)

A covemony which is dose for the remembrance of the deceased member of a family or
for & mlative is teskar (ceremonsal remembrance). According to informants, the original
teskiar wi expected 10 be undertaken in the 40 day of the day of death of the deceased. It is
part and parcel of the tites of passage of a human in relation to the culture and religion of the
Tigresn Chetstians. It s part and parcel of what the society calls food of the deceased (qeleb
minit This food of the deceased according to informants starts from the very day of the
fameral coremony. Here in the time of the funeral ceremony a kind of alms in the form of
m-nnﬁwhh&mi@e.Theninthcdﬁrd.sevenm.tmlﬂhdays.
offerings are made 1o the church officials either in the form of money or in kind in the form of
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alma Meore offen than not. the moncy payment is common in the twelfth day. Then the clergy
will perform religiounly expected activity on the cemetery of the deceased in the 30" day of
Bia e death. With this it is believed that the gates into heaven will be opened. In the 40™ day
of the death of the deceased the teskar celebration is done. As explained above, this teskar
celebvation onginally demands relatives to slaughter and sacrifice a magula (ram) sheep in
he chawch and alwo prepare one gembe (pot) of siwa, and summon the clergy to be served for
their dusthes (since the death of the person). Here, though the main ceremony the teskar, is
dose on the 40™ day, the offering will however, continue in the 80% day, half year and one
vear and then afler, annually

From what | obwerved and from what participants ascertained, unlike the original and
Caled (e e chsarches point of view) requirement, the peasants are seen to make their
feakhars very wide That s slsughtering three 1o five oxen and preparing six and above
pimgries (arge pots) o as sowadays barrels of siwa. Why do they do this? This is discussed
e fodbowing discussion about decision: making.

0 Decision Making i Distribution and the Principle of the Wodihawabo

Ar tlaed abonve, why do the peasants do participate in all the above festivities? The
St e it the possants do all, sot because they do not know that they are expending more,
Bt becase of the puding principle of the wodibawabo. In the peasant community insult,
g sl ostraciem ate considenad as serious abasements. A peasant wants to have respect
st omly by heing strong producer but by spending what others have spent in their life. To say
0t other wonds, & pessant fo have dignity need not only 1o be strong producer but also he
sends 10 be one who shares what he has with others. According to participants, this is applied,
F e priesciple of the wodibaw abo

Participants told that everyone in one locality whether he is a relative or not, or a
s of ot ks theis wodi hawabe As a wodihawabo they want him to be friendly with
e and above ol 1o show them respect (kibri). They can only have this respect by doing a
by of sctivithes i that one is that they are required to prepare a number of festivities
o hding ot st lmited 1o Kisend, 2ikir mahber, merea and teskar. This is as a matter of
fact in addiion W being strong producers. According to what participants in all the focus
groups Somsion | had ascertained, out of all these festivities, merea and teskar are given
bor mach eemphuest If ome possant happens to have had ones in his life or as the case may be,
wide sl exceliont meres of teskar, he will be among the respected ones. Otherwise, he will
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not be treated equally with those who happened to prepare the festivities or the ceremony
sforementionod, especially meres and teskar, at least ones in their life time.

Participants 1ol that if for example, one peasant fails to give in marriage his son or
daughter, or be fails to remomber his deceased relative, especially father or mother and any
pearest relative by preparing teskar: be will be insulted directly or else he will be backbitten.
[he imwult bs very offemsive and if that peasant under consideration is once insulted by a
wodibhawabeo, by hook o by crook, or in the locals” language, damichun dakutun ilu, he
ol vespond and return bs dignity by doing what the one insulting tells him, like by
prepaning teskar and celebesting meren. Here, they 10ld if possible and if the peasant has, he
Con B both meres and teskar from his riches. But if the peasant is poor, he must do all what
G respeend froms bam st sny cost on his side. In this regard, he can even migrate to somewhere,
somain there as o laborer and return home 1o prepare what is required from him, that is, from
whiat B s scoumulated as o day laborer even. If this is not possible, he has either to borrow
meony even from wsaers of else e needs 10 sell what he has, to prepare what the locals
copent Broms b, the meres of the teskar mainly, and any of the other festivities to some
entent Hlere, the participants raised that nothing but the principle of wodihawabo is seen to
gunde evary of the sctivities of the peasants in a locality or parish or hamlet.

So peoerally, once & possant is successful in preparing the festivities in a level that his
wodibawabe roguires him and if be can even in a better way, he will join the respected
petsomalitios category, if not, be will not. This is all the result of nothing, but the principle of
wodihawabe A principle which guides not only how the peasants distribute what they
proshue bt also what they should do 1o produce. A case which is pivotal in Economic
\ntheopology, especially in relation to the substantivists thinking that the economy is
embedded within the sockal hife of societies (Polanyi[1958), 1968; Dalton, 1967 and
Nash, 1967)



CHAPTER IV
THADTIONAL MECHANISMS OF PRODUCTION

In this part of the paper three major issues namely: agricultural cycle, division of labor
and labor organization are dealt with under the broad topic, traditional mechanisms of
proshction. In the agnicultunal cycle, the seasons as recognized by the peasants are discussed
W lise with @l the sctivities the poasants undertake in these agricultural seasons. In the
divion of laboss, how the Tigreans divide their labor is discussed as a major point. As
ganks e labor organiation, traditional labor organization institutions are assessed side by
ke Wik thelr comtribution 1o the agricultural practices and other activities, in comparison
with fadings of other rescarchers in other parts of Ethiopia.

A0 Agricultural Cycles

The possants in the research sites recognize four seasons in a year. Out of these four,
where e they are very busy as o their agricultural activities in three seasons; they use the
Fosth season for rost and espoyment in relation 1o their famous festivities like wedding.

e seasoms e Kiremti (rainy scason), hagay (dry season), tsidya (rainy
oo plowing and sowing season), and kewel (light showers, harvesting season). To
ol ate the calendar of these soasons, table 1 is presented here below.

TABLE 3
Seasons of the Year

'\nmn- - Months
Kiremtl Sene- Nahave
C(Rainy wpason) June — August
Newed Mesherem - Hidar
(Harv et sesmm) September - November
‘“‘,‘ i‘inud.chlll
{ Dy semson) December- February
Tendyn Megabit Gunbet
| Plowing season) March -May

Souce field work 2011



Alibough the shove calendar indicating one way of division of the agricultural seasons
i commonly pescticed especially in relation 1o the influence from the church and from
povermment, informants and participants told that they do have their own optional division of
the yoar i six sessons based on the type of agricultural activities and other related activities
ey perform. Accondingly, & division of the type below is also recognized by the peasants in
e resemech sites. Table 4 shows the optional calendar dividing the year in to six seasons or

parta
TABLE 4
Optional Calendar
Semson | Months Activities Performed | Greeting
Hagey Hi‘;h'u'y ~Apni leisure time Kemey hagikum?
iy season (How was the dry
—d| Sl season?)
Aemera/Toidys | May- July plowing and sowing | Kemey tsedikum?
lwing wason AEMEra Crops (How was the
= plowing season?)
Niremti August- September | sowing and weeding | Kemey kerimkum
Haimy s (taf, grain, beans and | (How was the rainy
nigeneed) season?)
Toibhat - September (half) collection of the Kemey tsebihkum?
Loty harvest spanom | Oxtober dried grass and (How was the carly
eating fresh harvest | harvest season?)
like maize, and time
__ of sowing chick- pea
Kewet | November- harvesting and Kemey kewickum?
Harvest seaon December threshing as well as | (How was the harvest
carrying and season?)
transporting harvest
and fodder
Tt Jannaary wedding time Kemey terikum”
Wokling wawn (How was January?)

Sowrce fleld work 201
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peasants activities especially in relation 1o the first wide calendar (the calendar that divides
the your in to four oqual seasons) are presented in the next discussion below.

411 Mahres (Flowing)

mwo(m%hmlhﬂisﬁm.mmh-my.Evenifitcannotbe
cl.um«ilhlulllhmhdmoulﬂoumedcpuﬂingmlhcavnilabililyofrainfall.crop
e, sodl type and e fact that the farmland remained fallow or not, in the last year; the
peasants are busy plowing their land ot this scason. Accordingly, it is in this season that
peasants meed extra labor from each other and that the indigenous labour parties come into
twing Dhese labor parties are discussed later in this chapter.

Acvonling W informants, the peasants allocate different intensities and types of plowing
e crops and lands. These intensities and types of plowing depend on both the quality of
e Laned el the crop type 1o be sown. Asmclash (2006) noted that intensities of plowing vary
Based om crop type. Whereas some crops need 1o be sown after the land over where they will
b sown s phowed for five times and above (as it deserves), some others could be sown in a
Lol which nends 1o be plowed either once or twice. Whatever the case, here it is necessary to
ke that these ways of plowing may differ depending on the capacity and willingness of the
e asaet o phow his land

Acconding %0 informants, more often than not, fertile lands need to be plowed more
Deae Fonsr times aned ¥ s in sch like lands that the crops which should be sown after five and
shove tmes of plowing are sown. Table § shows crops and the number of plowing they

require for et production
TABLE 5§
Plowing Frequency

! 1'“r e - Number ol'Piowing
t'.‘__?*mﬂfmmhlﬂﬂ four and above
vanfloreer

| Gt bt and hanfets) three- four times
e =
Lol . e e g, igeed_ o tme

Source freld work 2011




According o participants, in land where it was left as a fallow for two to three years or
o s e case mowadays for some months in & year, there will be one to seven numbers of
phowings These plowings on & fallow land always start in August and continue once again for
second wnd six tmes from September theough October, January, June and May to July. The
fypes of phowing i these succemsive periods mentioned above are called mitsigae (plowing to
feave Ballow ) mibeyam (plowing for second time), misilas (plowing for third time), mirbae
(b B Bt e ) msibemanhs (plowing for fifth time), mirwah (plowing for six time)
st Daally mberee (plowing while sowing), respectively. In contrary wise to this, if the land
o ot Ealhow it b 0T the landd s qerim (land previously sown and where crop residues are
prosent) the teme, mtensity and the naming of plowing will differ. In this regard, unlike in
Falbow land the plowing will not have fixed time and thus it will start when the rain starts to
G Here, participants sgreed that of the rain starts 10 fall in January, the first plow will be in
Paaary aond then the plowing will continue tll July. In the same way, if the rain starts either
o Mk, Apeil or May, then the fiest plow will start from each and will continue till July.
Flows i qertm are therefore listed differently and they are gerfi (slight plowing), aymi
(phowing for second time ) teshas (plowing for third time), mirbae (plowing for fourth time),
wibmanh (phowing for Ak time) and mizrae (plowing while sowing), respectively.

Acconding o informants, when plowing is on gerim land, the second plowing takes
place e deys after the flest, two months later the land will be plowed once for third time;
Duen i e repested for the fourth time after the other two months and finally starting from the
I phow i My, crops like fiager millet can be sown. Saying so, informants further told that
o whatever types of plows, some crops especially crops like bean, linseed. chick-pea,
wigersend seed 10 be sown if possible oaly in the first plow, if not in the second plow. Here,
Dury wobd it these crops become even worse I sown after and above the second plow.

O e othr side. informants indicated that there are crops which need to be plowed
wversl times 0 give sufficient production. In this regard, significant number of group
paete puets underlined that unless the peasant cannot have the necessary capacity like labor
ﬁn._md-mmwuu.mdm&pﬂsml fears that the time'* for
pla-~umﬂ“u#hhﬂm;lmmsowcrop&likcﬁnger

" Pursicipunts indicated that plowing one land even once at the right time, that is, before the
!-thMm‘hWhMMﬁmnﬁumrighttimehndpassed.
'h.hﬂdhd“dMHMrminmlnmis regard, it is
m.hh“hﬁuwummwmahsme
q“(ﬁ.ﬂ*h-wldhauluuﬁumuhplﬂmdmaﬁcrsevenmnes).



millet, matse, taf before he plows his land six 1o seven times. To express that it is better to
l*""'“"'H'mmmhmwwmlﬁnumhaﬂunmplowonlyfor
once oach of your seven farmlands, they say in their local language, Kabya shewate girats
hanti grat shewate shae mibras (lit., rather than having seven farmlands, plowing your
wngle land seven times is better).

412 Zevel (Nowing)

s bs ome of the major sctivities in the agricultural seasons when the peasants are
very busy Sowing s undertaken in the time from March to July and even during the harvest
wason Acconding to informants, this activity varies as per the characteristics of the crop type,
e Fertility of the soll and the amount of the existing rainfall. In connection to this, informants
WL sl participants agreed that they sow their crops considering the above factors to avert
Aok of e e their production, 1o enhance their production and consumption needs and to
sl gunnd et soxioecultural necessities as well as to respond to their political, ecological and
eov it menental realithes.

Coemorally spesking, the poasants in the rescarch sites do recognize two types of
Pormlands i relation W their sodl fertility and suitability for agriculture, In this regard, they
motir Darmlands samely the duka (land with very thick and fertile soil, capable of holding
waterh and meerakik and with very thin and infertile soil). Apart from knowing and
Catrponiting these two farmbands with different soils, they do also have deep knowledge about
e charsoseriatics of thelr crops in relation 1o minfall and manure requirements, as well as
Wil pegands S0 thelr crops relation to the types of farmlands indicated above, namely duka
sl merakik Furthormore, they have also knowledge about the specific time when each crop
soeds 10 b s Thee, taking in to account the above notes, the following discussion will
b abost e type of crops and when and why they are sown at the provided season
Caerw itaral cabersdar)

To begin with, informants indicated that crops like finger millet, white taf. maize, red
worghum, songhem and boam do require large amount of rainfall. By and large, they told that
st crope meed 10 be sown in duka and well fertilized farmland. In connection to this,
i foemanns wold that they call these crops as nay azmera ziraeti (crops that are sown when the
raim starts well early in May or even before, and continues up until October).



In contrary wise, informants told that if the land is merakik ( thin and infertile); crops
bhe harcly and s varicties except birguda', wheat, nigerseed( when sown alone, though
raeely ). losood, hanfets, rod taf lentil, pea. chick- pea can be sown. Here, they added that it
nmhﬁmdh”tﬁlﬂhyhh@ﬁmm(mmm).

According W informants, those crops which are sown in the merakik are crops which
.hn-ulndI-'mdmhﬂlirnrlyperiodofmwth.andcmpswhichgrow
nunhnNnllMhl&nh)ﬂhlmﬂuhcymd.:mhtypesofcmpsnrecmps
it aee drought resistant and emergency crops (for their fast growth). Here, informants
b ated that these crops grow fast and can be harvested earlier, even earlier than those crops
which happomed o be sown earlier even those like the nsy azmera crops.

Wihen we see the time that the peasants sow each and every of their crops we find that
e e sown e different imes of the year and in different times of the agricultural
swason Table 6 indicates the type of crops and the time they are sown.

TABLE 6

Crops and Time of Sowing
Om e e Time cach is sown
Ly end of June/ early July
oot red sorghuem, matee, sunflower and | April - May
Marte) ety called saesae mid of June - 4 /6 July
W hest, bean and pea 1+ 15 July
_lht pasndseenee September
, : = mid of June/ end of July /
( u-cn“ end of June/ July

Soawve field work 2011

As has been discussed several times, the peasants take ecological, economical and
s hoe cultumsl Baotors into comsideration while sowing their crops. In their sowing time, the
peasants exhastively wee the Saints days as their points of references to their agricultural
= U e Mbm&emdﬂmhdonemmumhpcmtdecides
M.h*dmmmlbomitwilhmighbom Here,
nformants made i clear that every peasant houschold is free to sow whatever it likes in
whemever timee it foels 1 nght

" Wiegeds i & Jocal vasiety of barley which is sown in fertile soil (duka) unlike the other
versetses of barbey (see table 1)
n



400 Tachayuy (Weeding)

Having plowed and sown their crops, the peasants will again be busy weeding their
farmbands. Woeds are big deal for peasants, especially when speaking about peasants and their
prodhaction practices. Weeds are among the most serious challenges that the peasants
erouter i thelr prodhaction practices. Thus, in order to deal with these pressing challenges
of weeds besides working hand on their lands individually and at family level, the peasants do
SRR g parties ke Wfistl, wolern, rifudot and misyot as well as mahtsi ( which
Wil b descsand Dater deeply ). b0 secure extra labor if in case they cannot cope up with the
protloms alome. According o informants, weeding takes place during the rainy season.

Informants Wl and group discussants ascertained that, during weeding, individuals
o e age of seven and sbove, both fomales and males can take part. Traditionally,
woeding b Bought w specialization of females because it is culturally believed to be the
cansest of all sgrouitaral sctivities. According to informants, weeding includes plowing the
sty wown s alroady germinating crops; as well as picking up the weeds in the middle of
crope By bl Acconding o my life expertence, the weeding in the form of plowing is called
ety s (phowing the already perminated crops). Guasiya is believed to help the crops to
grow fast and o Bave strong base (root) on one hand, and to dismantle the nearby weeds
canily om the otheer hand laformants told that except for some crops like bean, pea and chick-
pea o Ut From oultural perspective do not necessarily need weeding: all other crops should
e weeded Bor better production and so 3t 10 avernt risk.

Acoonding o participants, the months of July and August are the perfect months for
wonding and o woeding is advissble after these two months and even before; except for
Do crope that ase already 0 sprowt sarting from May and June, especially the nay azmera
crope e s regand, participants raised failure in relation to early stoppage of rain, wind
sach and incressed viability of destruction by leg if crops are weeded when they are already
rendy 80 Barvest. s major causes for not wedding crops after July and August. Generally,
wonding. socoeding 1o my own experience and the information | got from my informants, is
coe of the mapor sgricultursl activities when the utmost cooperation in terms of labor is

e fected by peanants



414 A (Marvesting)

This agricultunal activity s conducted during the kewei (harvesting) season. According
W informants, although some crops like chick- pea'® can remain till January, all of the other
crope are Barvested in the months from October to December. According to participants,
Barvesting b mot an casy Gk and sccordingly it requires to be performed only by the adult
mombirs of & hossehold, snd i case of work armangements, by adult members of other
bowshobds Nowadsys both males and females are taking part in the harvesting process,
eaally . e e pat, harvesting romained to be the responsibility of males. In this regard,
il mants idicated that o the past time, females were only responsible for picking bundles
o e harvested crogs following thelr male partners in the field, and putting the bundles in the
P o small wisp W & way they can be ready and casy 1o be collected by males later in the
Bt tme This sction of the females in the field s called gulbibti (collecting cut bundles
w ihwe feld)

Chemerally, soconding o group participants and informants, harvesting is one of the
spricuineal setvities which require intensive human labor of adult members of the
reapossiile hossebobd andor extrs human labor from other reciprocating families or other

b s i hading Bwough hering labour

L0 Zibtanmisrawin (Threshing snd winnow ing)

The theeshing occaskon which involves also winnowing of the crops is one among
Do agricuinasl sctivities which requires not only human labor and animal labor of the
Coen bt also e s of the outeider. These agricultural activities are performed some time
W 0w el of B harvest season. Acconding 0 my personal observation and my informants
sooumt. when in the Bweshing floor, group of oxen (may also include cows and even
Socheys, mowadays) are sccompanied by group of men. Here, while the animals are required
b e b cleculsr mothon i anti- chock wise direction with their mouth fastened by a piece
of wring fom graw'’ or may e prece of cloth, the group of human laborers have different

craps eebuletats whach they perform interchangeably.

T ot sse fastined %0 & 10 prevent them from cating the stalks of the crops which are
wnhﬂu-ﬁw-mmmwmmwmmmmey thresh.

n



‘“m“mhm&emdmminumethreshingfloordo
perform sach ke activities as driving and guiding the animals with the shamoda (a special
purpose stick ). winnowing the theeshed crops cither with a mesae (fork like implement) or
with the help of basketries like sefei (sieve like basket) and mihe (sieve with large orifices);
wparsting the chaffs from the soeds with & meshabeb or mechalo’ and then putting the
m-un-nﬂhmmm(llhhthﬂy.lhukinbagﬁlled with crops will
b taken home either by man power or on pack animals, like donkeys. According to my
chusrvation, while i the threshing floor the peasants will finally be left with chaff of the
Buesbad crops on the one hand, and gurdi (trash from threshed grain that has seeds that are
ot separnted Broes teatr husk ), on the other hand.

Apart Brom the two shove, there is the pure seed which is collected immediately after
e Veeling b scvomplished. This carefully separated accumulation of pure seed is called
gewmet and W ks rsditionally covered with culturally important local leaves like the malita,
ol sl hermed nformants wld that these three leaves are allowed into the threshing floor
L prosect the mythical sartt™ from wking some pant of the produce. Here, according to my
v ation, while filling the crops into the mobile reservoirs, the peasants first bless the crop
U8 prieat b srosand with & croms, I not with & nearby metal materials like scythes and bill-
Bkl hese e e st 0 be sround in a theeshing floor) and then, they fill their crops in to
T il peservonrs ey g gete habena (lit, God, give us please). When asked why the say
Werie habena ' loformants whd that they sy igrio habena to increase harvest on the will and
gt of Gl whven they mention Him by His name.

As ohserved, the teeshing floor bs circular in shape, and it is well daubed and smeared
et 1 appesrs smooth. According o my informants, even though more often than not, the
peasants prefer to locste thelr teeshing floor at the reasonably suitable and nearer place to
heir bomestond, some crops like taf and finger millet are preferred to be threshed in the area
whiore ey ware originally sown These two crops are not preferred to be threshed somewhat

Yot s wooden sgricuitunsl implements which are discussed later under the sub topic
sgrsouinsl imploments, 8 chapter 5 They are made from the branches of Kulio (self
g‘“ﬂmmﬂddﬂh&.mﬂyk .

Zarth s w0 Tigresn mythology refers 10 those human beings who are very beautiful and
who lve hedden Boms s The mythology narrates that these hidden human creatures went
bk i thewr Mstory of presence %o the time of the biblical Adam and Eve. As to the
M.l‘*h*h‘lhﬁfﬂdﬂl&mwOodwlthehndcomcmvisit
Bem Bt they remaimed hidden o humanity receiving other naming like zarti or as they are
s called dekibidirtns Therefore, it is to protect these hidden creatures that are believed to
mmbo“-hamm.uh.mshmm&omthehawmﬂmmc
banes memtaomed sbove sre made e 0 the flove

n



afier, the phowed land bs made 10 be walked over by group of animals. With this the soil will
be bomend e be 50 fine. After this, water will be poured over the softened and fine soil. to
make 5 maddy Then, once sgain group of animals will walk over it and with that it will be
Wb ey Then afher, the floor bs ready for the threshing o take place after it is swept and
snenred ™ carefilly with dung and mud. At this stage, informant Wores Abrha indicated that
e Tk Bean can be theeshed given that they are large in size and hence they will not have
proflem o seperste Bem from possible crystals. The informant added that they begin
v ihing with beas o help o remove any remaining crystals and to dismantle irregularities,
e ile, making the Moor comforable for threshing finger millet and taf®' later on. Finally,
wr i bcated above, passing theough the whole processes discussed so far, the threshing floor
will b rendy W serve or most of the other remaining crops except nigerseed, linseed and
Rk (R esr cropm e Beeshied by hand in a homemade leather product called maesi).

Informants told and participants sscertained that all crops are not threshed in the same
G Vhave thary Barthr noted that crops are threshed in different time depending on the type
o B crop om whether the crop is dey enough 1o be threshed and on whether the owners are
el eonugh and have the capacity 1o thresh their crops on time.

Acconding o nformants, if R good produce 1o be collected, crops must be threshed
Boem Ovaobar to Pebwmary. In this regand, whereas crops like bean, taf, barley, wheat, and
Manfets are heoabed fiest, finger millet can be threshed later than all other crops in that it may
Wy 00 ety February fn comnection 1o this, informant Gabreigziabiher Tekle noted that if a
possant e foumd Deeshing & crop in February, obviously finger millet must be that crop.
M‘*.hum*Mnﬁhhhﬂhﬂdhﬂis&ausecultumllyit is
Belivedd that flmger meiliet will becomse cavier 1o thresh the more it stays after harvest, and the

" T umesring process can be dose by both females and males. Dung and mud are necessary

Sv e umenrimg of the threuung flooe _ .
" T ull send finger miliet sre small in size and hence require to be threshed in a threshing floor
which s very chesn and where crystals are less probable to be available. If not they may
Become outt of wse Secasne they become hard 10 separate from crystals and other wastes like
e pven e wmall sire

T



-wuhw-“ﬂdh-lmnyhnwﬂmmiuambemelastcmpm
*mﬁhlwmo‘hbuHﬁH.Mﬁ-&mydImeﬁcldwork.Plate12
IHM-!MUWMthmorﬁwcmptypeﬁngermillet
(we plate 12)

In the past in relation to the Tigrean ideology (Bauer, 1977) that the produce will not
have grace I femsales tke pant in threshing, threshing was thought to be the main
reaps eaiulity of males h“mmwmwlubinglhethmshingﬂoorinits
hﬂanu.mHd“bhmmwhelpingmemalesincollocting
el aking the crops o home when they are threshed without entering in to the threshing
(e remained the only main responsibilities of women. But nowadays, informants said that
WU e change i Weology and due 1o intense approval and encouragement from the
eovermment. females who happened 10 head houscholds have begun taking part in threshing.
Wihatever the cme, however, generally it cannot in whatever reason said that the Tigrean
Wleckigy a explained by Baver has already begun disappearing totally because even today
Fomales it ke part in theoshing are considored 1o break the norms of the society and are
rated boss, mooondingly  The table below, table 7 is included to indicate the time when the
[k crogm are thweshed

TABLE 7

Time of Threshing for Each Crop
.(euf'l’z'i fﬁ'l'mof'l'lu'uhinlbyMonm
Finger miligt December/ January/ February
Th an October
Whewt __ end of October- Mid November
&~ —_— end of October- Mid November
Manbets November/ December
Marbey September ( after the finding of the true cross
Nigeresd October/ November/ December
Red sorghem Novem
.;'h.cl:” January
| Lonsll end of October
(m 3@
[Mase October
Camn end of October
-’m October
i'r_.,.g Early December
L=
Source: fiekd work 2011




Cremerally growp participants agreed on the case that even though the amount and size of
the crop 40 be threshied determines the limit, threshing is a very tiresome process and can take
days 1o weeka lmmm%hmwﬂ«pinmeirthmshingﬂoorto
perform thetr Swesling. in this case with help of the moon light. In connection to this,
u&wmmﬂﬁmhb“hhnwiodofﬁmeismwndaysdiminishjng
hecsane both the production capecity and the size of their land are decreasing, meanwhile,
casneng e semosand of et peinkace o decrease.

L1A Tomrs (Carvying sad Transportation)

Iy stay b the el | could obwerve that though it overlapped with harvesting and
Bureiiing. tvwre (cmrying and assporting) ks an important event in the peasant agricultural
calinder Assording o my knowledge as an insider, tswra is aimed at a number of activities
whah mbade gollecting all the harvested crops into the area where the threshing floor is
St taking e remaiming < haft or stalks as fodder from the remnant of the threshed crops
sl abio the deied wild grass which s collected from nearby areas to home. In connection to
o mbormmants ndiosted that this specific activity under consideration is a very tiresome
wO iy U respuiees tome cate and most of the time extra labor. Plate 13 shows a man who
o oolved s tewre (see plate 1))

Acconding W0 my ohservation, the crops and their chafl (after they are threshed) as well
# e ey gresses alfter they are out and collected, are all accumulated and put independent to
coch otber s Torent parts i & howsebold. Here, the wisps are kept independent from each
hr becamse during harvesting time, it will be easy 1o separate each and every previously
woowmulated crope 1o oatry them i W0 a threshing floor somewhere else, and because the
NIty froms the theeshied crops and the dry grasses have different and specific purposes which
S er e om the spucific periods of the year (this is discussed decply in chapter six).

Ioformants and participants told that the wisps are generally constructed in a way
which condd pesiet evem the stronger winds and rains which are accompanied by wild winds,
o wall s destrsction due to carcless handling by human when serving their animals. In this
spwd nformant Wores Absehi (Interview, On February 21, 2011) said that the wisps are
I-clM..M*u“hwmmmulmﬂoﬁ!cbﬂomif
= case e e s 0 shower The informant added that of all the chaffs, the fodder named
Kancha (collected from stalks of maize, sorghum and red sorghum), bukbuk (chaff of grains
-‘.’-'d“",.-;“mﬂwlymuuiﬁwmuinfnll unlike haser
tchatt of eal)

%



MMm&mmdmwhpdoahawanumberofstepsto
foslkne iuhh&dhmmmmmmbﬂol]mwbythegroupof

N -:mﬂﬂdtw&uﬂmw«).mdthmmmndlesampm
u‘nlmuhlmddwdﬂlhlo.muncmpumainingmupsofkimito

e s-mhuﬁlmmh&emofchlﬂ'.lheysaidthauheyprepare
hluo-huhMM&&-WWMM.“hoﬂenlhccase.According
b partecipants, wisile the gulbibtl is the responsibility of females; the construction of Kimito
sl Wwheas cither o the teeshing floor or at home, and carrying all of the crops with their
walk befire e Bweshing and the chalf after the crops are threshed are totally the
reags canhilitees of the makre

4.2 Division of Labor

Lnonding & proup ducwssants, division of labor in Tigray is based on sex and age,
Wik e wdoniable labosr occupation in relation to specialization in which both sexes
Pt ipeie As segands e devision of labor based on sex, | would show that it has resulted in
women o e overlosded. Acconding to female informants, women in the peasant society in
Paaray Bave had w0 wiske wp oarly when the cock crows (1o use their timing) at the mid- night
ot T OV ghowk. Sisce then they have had 10 remain performing all the chores in the
o bobd Bl ey sheep mroved § OVclock in the night of the next day. In connection to this,
ooty Tomale informants tobd that they had 10 work for around 20 10 21 hours a day;
cpecially whes Bare were so grinding mills in their surrounding and when they used to
el croge i thelr homemade grinding stones, often in the night time.

Acconding o fomale informants, as part of their responsibility, women in Tigray have
Wk, hebe, possd’’ s grind, chumn milk, prepare siwa, most of the time at the night
Wme AL day tieme they have 10 fetch water ( carly in the morning); spine™, clean house and
wish clothen. Bodl coffeet afier it has become tradition of the society later in their history®),

E ;mmﬂﬁﬁr-dupﬂhmhmimmemnm.

" There are somme crope which cannot be taken in to grind mills for cultural reasons. These
g mu“wdc-h(:uhhmullypoumdinmymdemdﬂal
soo ut bowme. The other two are pounded with a mortar. -

" Spumeng i dminisbing s important chore in the peasant household due to the imported
=atcusls e hothang hhnhwmdﬁmw‘ﬁﬁﬁaormmn reflecting
Srrn e o woesanhood rs

T Shack (1974) Bus indicssed this in his book entitied The Central Ethiopians, Amhara,
Trarma and Rebssed Peoples

n



look for graies wnd march with their hushands 1o the ficlds ( to help them in weeding, to
wpport them i plowing through ixching and crushing lumps of the of the soil and picking
dusmmanthed woeds and grasses in processes called mimhas and mibiraw (itching) and also to
wmn“lﬂlum&pmbyﬂmulmorelseasinthepast
collecting oot bundies of the salk of the crops in the process called gulbibti. Besides.
nfrmants Wl Bt women have 1o care for their children, decorate their households through
embrosdory with different colored materials, in this case, more often using red, white and
Black soils which they collect from their surroundings. According to them, these special
e s e called berek (whise soll), Keyib-meret (red soil) and longi (black soil),
seapectively . These sotls meed 10 be mined with dung and ash fort better result.

Vornd (1995) i bes stady in Wogda, Northern Shewa and Alemtsehay (2002) in his
waly i Seese Tasode leba. Tigray have written that they found women to have key
morpenial robe ot howsehodd bevel

I e s st i my stady sites in Adi-Senay and Adi-Ambhara, | have found
Baat B women have mansgerial role over the crops in their household. In connection to this,
frmants s both e research sites 1old that women need to be capable to economically use
B conenls Bromn yoar b0 yeur for howse consumption, for selling in the market (if needs arise)
wod Lo sy sonisd s cultarnd values that can be secured with the crops. Here, they noticed
Bt svomomi detribution that wltimately result in preventing houschold from hunger,
capeally during certain tiees ke the transition period from the rainy scason to September,
fe s e enprertioe and shivwdness

Io selation s i 4 is ol in the degend of the society that in the past influential men
wed b qualify & mmber of fomales 2s regards their houschold managerial knowledge before
By whed e for mariage The legend below reflects how much household managerial
e hnd remained 10 b very mech sssociated with females (women). The legend that is about
o nfhntial s wins Sobd 10 me in one foous groups discussion that [ held in Adi-Senay.
Thr e gend i rend as folbows

(hhM“-M-ﬂd-vﬂhﬁ.Hemdednwomanm
marry. Mo mnks the managerial role of his future wife as a priority issue for
bt sebection of ome among others. He summoned and questioned a number
duumpﬂ»umwwwmqq (lit.,
*hhddﬁ“hayﬂuu&nhtb;:mﬁﬁmpmodb;n
* your™ exoept one responded wrong answers. But one was capable
ﬂl-u““hhuum' She replied. Kisad werhi
*m“hdd.ﬂbhw.smiﬁally.end

o oarly Sepeember S&M‘Smberuﬂn.neck of
mmnu-ﬁwummmmmmuu

i



‘mp-mhhm‘:“uﬂhilhin!hisﬁmcumone
uq-Mbmﬁnmmm.ﬂwnid.'lfomwomm
Mhmhub-ﬁuw.lbnedswbeverycmﬁn!lhe

m!m‘quhdhumﬂninnmnﬁd man finally

Lﬂumwhh.mmﬁ&mmummﬁdm

o e legend sbove does reflect, household managerial skill especially in relation to the
L of women during the trssition period Is not only accepted as simple domain of females
i the division of labor, bt it is also understood 10 be the main domain of females. A case
whah | ek s very mportast given that as Barker (1989: 61) noted “in period before
Bt sy pessant farming families are short of food, having used their stored grains and
B spent et meager caeh reserve,” and thus, it requires managerial skill,

Ar B ben indicated ourlier, the division of labor based on sex and age, has caused
o e A Nenay sl Adi-Ambars i Tignay 10 be overloaded. To substantiate more over
B om0 g o ook ot the begend below. The legend reflects how much women in Tigray
pomsisnd 0 b ooverlosded 0 the extent that they sometimes even could not tolerate
B Bl ohores and bene, Bave 1o book for other alternatives which they think are better.
e logond ws mavsted 0 e i oo informal discussion | had with females and also in the
B grosps Besowesions | had with participants. The legend goes as follows;

Oie spom & teme, v happened 10 be a newlywed Tigrean woman. She

W ryieg %0 cope wp with the daily requirements of her newly set family as
# head ment 80 e bushand Dt even though the woman had been trying her
bevel bast. ahe wns st able 1o perform all what was culturally required from
bt ae & wife Ose day in November (where the day time is culturally
beleved %0 be short) the woman was hesitant about her possible
sovomplishement of Bt day s chores bofore her husband could return home.
AL s very time, she was visited by & beggar woman. All a sudden the
mmer of e huase welcomad the beggar and started asking and begging the
begae 1o perform all the chores of the house till she (the owner) begs in
phace of the beggee, somewhere chie. Then the beggar surprised by the case,
Wﬂ“mhl‘.mmmoﬂheihomhupplly
sovepied e bag of the beggar and left the house leaving behind the beggar.
Thae i prefermng o beanve the howchold rather than carrying the inlolc'mblc
Md.muamﬂﬂkdamadmdhvmga
boemesnond Hhere, while boaving her bouschold, she is said (o say way maelti
Midar abes inbelhi s hadar (oh' Day of November, | would not like to
lve aeymney a9 s hossnebodder’ s

Acconding % the two sources | mentioned sbove, this woman is said to have never returned
Mo kb by Deessebiodd unce that e So. as the legend does reflect the women in Tigray are

™



stady wren o Pench. Girmaye found out that the division of labor based on sex results in
mmah“bh“ﬁ“lh&owbmmiminﬁmy.

w‘muumwummwwmﬂmmmg the
hmummiﬂhmcdhuiuhﬂrmndcmlsandcmingme
ehatl lMMﬂMhmmbmmdconuvlthcpmvisionof
fonder N«ﬂ'mhh.’nﬁ“ﬂwbmmnmmpmposemcad
(aho o dedi deved from homey ) i time of marriage and teskar as well as clearing new lands for
farming parpose™

oserning e diviskon of labor based on age, informants told that children starting
s T g o seven and sometines even before (that s, in the time they start toddling)
P b B somme roles b0 plaey . According to informant Gabreselasie Yekuno, male children
St i atsenling sheep and gosts first, and continue doing the same while growing up with
ol el onheys. Moseover, he said that they fesch firewood and accompany their father at
B e of plowing, wonding, harvesting and threshing. In connection to this, the informant
Bttt ey Tt shart qmrying some parts of the ox- drawn plow and then they replace
Burir Tathurs otally Chemerally, male chikdren perform what they will perform as a father, later
o e e (lsterview, on March 8, 2011)

O e othy hand. aucording o female informants, female children start helping their
o with hesming howse, fesching water, caring for minors, grinding, spinning and finally
Bk g ald preparing stew e well as the alcobolic drink (siwa), respectively based on their
s Do ohebiood 0 adulthood Blesides, informants told that girls may attend animals and
sl G of mo ey i there in thesr houscholds.

Acconding o informants Manteghosh Adhanom and Abrhet Hawerya the females are
made b B ol e shove chores s that they become well prepared for their future life as a
wity ﬂmn-bﬂhhhnm.a&cwfdhamunm.abilitym
perfonm ol e Nated choses results in giths 1o be marmied (especially in the past time). The
Poote below Boms infemant Abebet reflects this nearest fact above: “We tell them to spin, to

" Nowndeys govermment policy, chearing land results in heavy punishment by law.
w::n participate @ #t as their fathers used 10 in the past.
0



weavs hanket so that they ﬂmmnﬂhmdofﬂwirexpmiseinhousehold
¢hmu.mm'lm.mlm.y‘ﬂ.20“).

um-nlrIyMh%.Mﬁemﬂbﬁlityofchildunnspertheiragc
resembden b whiat Yared (1999) found out in his study in Wogda, Northern Shewa. According
..,\mﬂn-qdm'opdmhhwﬁmmucphintofminsteep-
shoped srwas for boys, and baking emjers for girls, are the two final activities children leamn
how n.-mﬁnnmWﬂMHquw&omchildhoodtoadulthood,
a1 e mades sl femades respectively

Comerming the obderly, informants indicated that mostly they will be left 1o mind
B o e abwence of e other members. Besides, as elderly their main activity is to act as
madiies e teme of Beagreement and they may even have the role of figurehead in a
Dol Ad e commection 00 elderly women, Kiros (1995) has written their involvement in
et Gesses s boss visible in bis sty arva | have also on my pant failed to find out
s i e olvessent sl rode of the ehderly women rather than secing them cared.

[hwrefiore gemerally o wind up the discussion, division of labor among the peasants in
Frgrns o b om age and sen, and it Bas resulted in women to be overloaded. According to
Pt peete, e B asiom e et e that either of the sexes does not perform any work out of
A b Desades, dee w0 the striceness of the division, both sexes are not allowed (o touch
B cpupments which se culially belioved 10 be the belongings’ of the other sex.
SMovsoner dar o e strboaness of the division based on sex in the rescarch sites of Adi-Senay
sl A Ambarn. ¥ s ot possible for men o visit the kitchen, let alone to work what the
women o Accondingly, & man i culnmally forbidden from visiting a kitchen. If he dares to
B b om0 work wisat e femsales do, he will culturally be defamed and that a very
el sl offemsive e will be attached 10 him as a nickname, that is, itonay (lit.,, man
of e Lischam)

4.0 Laber Organization

B o ot ol yeur sound Bt members of one houschold have to burden their labor
Pepuerments shome. Al some time they noed extra labor or help (Diaz, 1967; Barker, 1989)

" ” chpants, quipments in the housebold which are related to production like
‘::nd:m#ﬂ*w“!luﬁdhwl-hock.md.som}m
¢wuma~umummmm@sma:sh,sme.
ot sl seversl others aee deemed %o be properties of women, and accordingly men are not
O alhomad b wch e let alone 1 perform houschold chores with them.



crpenalhy “M*MMMWugoﬂoﬁammlk
of e crope heodding swend

A member of wadies in Eihiopls (Donham, 1978; McCann, 1987; Gebre, 1993;
Cirmaye, 1995, Agslew 1995, Yared, 1995 and Daniel (2002) have all shown that work
parties b heis stady wress are pivotal in organizing labor. Under the same token, according to
st cpats o bae bewn descussnd that Tigrean peasants in Adi-Senay and Adi-Amhara have
tinatoms hevsgh whach they satisfy their need for extra labor, According to informants,
e tintions Wough which extra labor is secured are namely: lifinti, wofera, mahtsi,
tifedot ol mivyed

A0 Lt (Balenend Help)

B ome of e imatinations theough which the Tigrean peasants organize their labor.
Liflati 1o o labew cnpasssation that works under the principle of balanced reciprocity and
whio b onigemally b sl W have W take age and sex in 10 account. In connection to this,
s R e onvgimally e Nifietl. 1 has been only those who are equivalent to each
OB s oF age aed sen Bt ke pert and can exchange labor. In this regard they noted,
B cnample. et e srvangement relate woman with woman, man with man and children
wih b llen

Aovombing o wformants, taough from its very nature Nfintl requires age and sex to be
peccgmand sl comsadored. this rule of thumb has been breached on certain occasions. For
Eramhe whem o sepports others even i be knows for sure that they will not reciprocate on
Copani hapzen

Cumenally, todey as far o e Bfintl srangement is concerned we have four different
g o e Rk There sy b on to on Bfistl, ox 1o labor lifiati, labor to both ox and labor

Bfimts ! Ladvr 5o balar WfleE ( Asmelak, J006)

Msﬁhd_ﬂﬂmhhwofmﬂmﬁmwmn
""mwﬂﬂ—hnﬂhu-&&hmwmﬁmmipmﬂiug

ey whss. B this regand, the agreemsent will be for him 10 use their ox/oxen for a number of
Svs b wamts s flor B 10 wie it onionen for equal number of days as the reciprocating
oo N Sowar with e ou owm



lh*”“ﬂ*mmﬂmmhwmomﬂﬁs
Mm‘-udhmmh&mﬂ.hmﬂ;wﬁuhisoxmdhis
W —— msMhﬁﬂMMﬂhnﬁﬂhwmmthciroxfortwo
commes v deys Heve, *—-w&bﬂﬂmbmhmcmyexplaimd because
...ww“hhmhmhﬂuh&mwhenmspwhimonlyoneox.

ma.mm.mumwummwormuismom
Bt sppenrs wham o individual exchanges and halances his labor for two oxen of the other
o sting divideale Mere, the srmangement will require the laborer to help the
pow 1 v g -h“ﬁamﬁnﬁluhmhwillhl\-ﬂlurighuomllmiroxen
o hie Tkl omly B ome day. This s becaune they have given him two oxen while he gave
Bty B et Thae saeme b aluo boen witnessed by Asmelash (2006) in his study area

i ¥ st

Doniien. e s othar srvengemont of Wit that works based on pure labor exchange
ol Adconding W mlormasts sl growp participants, here in this type of lifinti reciprocity
G et o iy bl bevel or else m Tamily devel In this regard, unless either family
Pty s b help e oty sesd beeach accordingly the real rules and regulations of lifinti,
B vt sl bl belp age and sex are considered. Asmelash (2006) has also the
W Tosling o Boe sty wes, Teyet In this last type of Wfinti under consideration, if one
Pors b belp s shome, ey will come slone o his field. But if he goes, for example,
s paned By hes famaly (wife and two of bis children), they will have to join him in the
s way b poieed e In commection %o this, informants told that it is to reflect the
Bl ot bl ey mend e reciprocating sides are heard saying Jet us allow our woman and
Nlbeen st 0 ah other Mhowever, a8 | explained earlior sometimes the original working
s wed regelations of Bkl see beeached sad henee individuals of different sex can enter in
W Wt wramgeesent bs s repand. informants raised the possibility that a woman can enter
0 Wl arangement with & man on the ground that she will help him in weeding if he
Melpn her i what she sweds Mhe in howse comstruction (which she can hardly perform by
M te)

‘“m“bwﬂmm lifinti in general,
“"Whmﬂ*hﬂ.ﬂlﬂmew!omyother
Wm-ﬂ.-“mmdumﬁu(mwmpwimm
ol ) snd eves Bewse comstraction, fencing as well as masonry. This labor organization is



402 Wolers (Marching s Group)

Avomling W information | got from participants and informants. 1 would say this
m.--ﬂnﬂmumcﬂlwdhbmqnﬂnﬁonwhich is practiced
by e pesassts of Tigrey In welers the most determinant factor is the number of the
pate s Mhere of B mambey of participants out of the concerned family exceeds six, then
B g et s ot probable W be called wofera. Informants and participants told that
wolers sy wnit om e grossd of Wit srrangements, by hiring labor or simply by the labor
g atom Ot reslt Bom begping of others for belp. Accordingly, wofera is complex in
e s el e o e, Broms Bose ivolved in wollers some may require reciprocity while
s e el wage and some more require nothing but blessing and thanks from
B ehlonly md Bromn o sk idivaduals t0 whom they extend their help, respectively.

Loconing o mlorments. welers s common 10 be armanged in clearing of land (as in the
pot Co o Baed i mow allowad o e clesrd), plowing. weeding, harvesting and threshing as
el emrs Dasadon, 0 sy sheo be extended towands house construction and fencing, as
well hlﬂ“.““*‘%lﬂ'ﬁl“wﬂwlmofm
MOt B enanpte whes e wefers i based on Hifinti and rifadot and misyot (which
e cuphamad Maser) e owmer b the respomsibility of providing the participants with food
ol ik e eapleined by Asmelash (2006) Cienerally wefers resembles to Wod in Ari
(Cber 19000 aiile i Asbuorr (Ayalew, 199%) and debo in Wogda, northern Shewa (Yared,

1L AT

G000 Mitwdet and Misyot (Tomparary Stay)

'hnmwmdunnumu\mrkmutpﬁncipleof
Preeralond  reuigeonity MthMMNMedtypesofwork
mumummmummwﬁmﬁmu@m
MNM*h-mhmmhhmwnseiﬂmbymclderly
> ol ----bmﬂ-‘wmwmlforhemlf. In this
rgaed mnm-.wwuhwmwnmmmﬁng
before s participuess whe are willing % belp leave 10 their own fields; the misyot is



“.hwul-Iﬂm-‘ﬁrm&hﬁﬂuwimﬂnhclpoﬁhemoon’s
hght st e afber Bhone & b mmhhwmﬂiﬁmﬂnirom From these
two. whwreas B Mh“mhmh-hyuiswmmonlypmcticedin
harvestng  Adwomding b isformants and participants, in this type of work arrangement, it is
......mmﬂmbm~MdﬁmmeaMdﬁnk.lmhis
regaed. emjpers and shee we e most preforred food and drink that are served in these
aborcmontn el pes of babor organcaations which are under consideration.

[ wemarts aend the EFoup participants in the focus groups discussions | conducted told
et e wiledet sl mbsyst work srrangements may Iead 1o wofera if number of laborers
Bapre e b o, montly grester s or equal 10 six participants. Generally, these much
telased ree e of Rabor ovganssations that are discussed above do resemble to some extent
with whus Cabae (199)) fossd i Arl, the aldi

A0 0 Mahini (Maligions Obery snee)

Thos e othr stitation Beough which labor is organized in relation to the celebration
sl omenderntion of Saiets days Some religious days are more observed than others for being
S el miesenlons. e commection o this, there are significant days in which peasants
meer elortahe el deily sotivies %o, scording 10 iInformants and participants, mahtsi is
W s e il e possents suppornt those households in need of help during a day when
s Aot work amy on el own fleld due to religious observance of a specific day. This
bl Buring e seligions duy sy b b the form of sharing labor and/or in the form of letting
e 0 qm-wﬁ-MﬂMuﬂmhh(Zwb)mled. In mahtsi
Do ane b e Dowssebodd in seed of help that asks help from others, the supporters do take
Pt mnwmnmmmmmmmmummhm been
s sed. olhrwing) will be s 80 be rested not on them but over the one who summoned
sl beged e Pimallly, i helps %o indicate that there |s no mabitsi for tswra and harvesting
oo 3l e b agrscuinarel activities. This is because these two activities are performed by
o mm*wumwuhmmummmgly
Gt gos o Dl ofhers whale dosng thew own



- ...s...----.hm-muhibmhlmmmmmmemry;mﬂ

poeshn tew ba, Bosever, ome of B common and familiar forms of the non agricultural fields
""".L‘. LR )

Mok (19 0 61) moted. “Cantainly in Aftica most peasant farmers produce large

st 0 Bl Wy o, ws well a e fuel, housing and fumiture they use [emphasis
abdin!

T Gakimg e mete Bows e sbove o sssertions, in this next part of the paper craft
prodaim e Beoend o0 mapor asbtopsc skde by side 10 its major subdivisions like
Mkt ey sy wonsd working and metal working,

L10 Baskatry

Proms ey hmowbedge s omm mander, | could understand that the peasants in Adi-Senay
ol AL b o evelve Bemieives i peodection of economically and socio-culturally
e e Skatriee Aceendeng b mformants, basketry products are produced from such like
e el (el of B doves pades trew ), Ml (stalk of red sorghum and sorghum) righe
o b pmen s wd bafiale (hef Bhe grann) The basketry products are those that are functional
WAty bes sd Baose wiiih sew very fesctional during certain agricultural activities (they
W0 el hoguiie weh B agrawiiaral amplements )

Mvmh.u“mqtﬂﬂhmdhuhmibiliﬁcs of women
G e el v isien of labor based on sex is concerned. Accordingly, women are
ety engwned S predace & samber of haskets of different size and use as part and parcel
of Buw prepuestion e sarriage (see plate 14). This was especially mandatory in the past
s Conades e b grow wmd BTy wEved



A1 2 Losther Prodects

A“Lohb-ywllmhdﬁ-&ymd&di-&mhm have several
w.mm~ﬁymbﬂﬁ“udﬁdeofd\eirmimals. In
‘mn._u-mmw&m-ohﬂhudh&oflheitmimhlikegoats,
md.mummummmmm.

Aisonding W imformants, provction of heather products is one of the responsibilities of
.......muhwh&-dﬂuhmaﬂ.hmimwlhl&mtcllﬁnm
-nnm«-u-hlh.thllummmmnw(m).nml(bcdcover)
we veny r-utﬂlnldﬂjMﬁﬁumm“hum(slnnstmpleather
prodacis weesien (hng seap beather product) and leqota (mobile reservoir) become
hn.w--i%“““ﬂlﬂﬂ“hﬂhhm{mmeymnm
hally aread et Aealy buans

T g st B prosbaton provess of miras and mesian, informants told that these
PR e Nl peosients e prepared after the skin or the hide is changed in to felqua
Rt s wn el heiter prosbant). To prepare felqua they need 10 perform a number of
MO Dty e pessants umenring the inner part of & hide with dough®™ need to stretch
B Bl Bl e Bt smlight. Secondly, when dry the hide needs to be put in a special
Porpeas ot i gewnt (e mosthed oy jug) When in the gewzl, the hide is mixed with
R kel glements werving as losin sch s antmals’ urine, fireingule (ball
gl Bt of somed phase), ohariouk, barley and linsood for seven successive days. Within
Boesr cvm Baye, e hade Boses s bl and bocomses ready for use cither as it is or after it is
B n emens e pleoes So. whem 8 Made reaches this stage, it is called felqua. Here, as
e o b o wloste Bt beciese felgua i very dry in its first appearance out of the
VWt s b b soflemed by hasd s o thind and final tiresome stage of the leather
PPopu s w prowen MM“nMﬁmmdoundamke
BBt B v i e quaity of the beather product is more likely to occur,

S0 W Cralt Prodeen

Mvombing o my obwarvation and pertaining W my life experience, significant numbers
M e s peaant ossebead sre made from woods Informants told that they produce

hwhnhﬂﬂnﬂ(ﬁaﬂuﬂh;nmma

——

a.u“nm“hﬂdﬂh”"ﬁu
L




—<—"i

(acache albids ) -huhnmﬁh-llmwmnlmmherlocalself
”“m

u.mu“ﬂh“%mmkﬂlymdsocio-
swinrally sugnficans. ae ofem prepured by men. Nowadays, the value of this production field
.u—mhuhmmnmmwmwmmm@cm
g well e moasbuonhs by Swmmartves hmﬁubd&.hﬁmn'rekleﬁorgis Abedom
mumhadhmhhnbmﬂumbudwmhimludingbedsmd
chnains e .ﬂnhm“mmwhwfmﬂnhquﬁwmd
Beue G By ware very sppeortive i s faily 10 the extent that he could cover all his

Fapems B cominsay goasls Bevgh tem and without having 10 sell crops (Interview, on
S o, 000

L1 4 Petvary

Py b et mportans el of ot production which is practiced by the peasants of
Plarer Aocomiing W mlormants sl e informal discusaions | had with different groups of
people s of B wadiscnad devision of labor, pottery is the responsibility of women,

B gl Bees wosmsen who e isvolved in pottery production have to pass
Beh 0 e of provesses %o prodhae guality clay product. Firstly, they have to collect
s o G wrens) svpwoodd types of soll called lema (very fine clay soil) and hutsa
Dt T e sodd s oomemondy fowd i sew bl (green grazing lands) and this fact always
S e proalacers b Boagree with locals whio do ot want their grazing lands to be dug.

Coming o losmmants, b peepare thew clay products, the women have to be busy at
Bt e o ek B s regeed, sbways the potters  collect their soils on Mondays; soak the
Moma o et Bl e sl sodl om Twesdiye, then starting from Wednesdays, they begin
Provew g Bwie by prodacts o that ey wste them baking in fire in the night of Fridays, to
Wil B e e ket on Sesendis or 1o wse them for themselves. The potters in Tigray
b e Jiay Md“mﬂwmﬁﬂdhﬂmtmﬂhw)m
Wty & g B Sl Bt s for Bk ). o the largest pots which are called zingrir (large
PO e gemed (omek) e can contan 260 and above liters of water (See plate 15 for
Yarutus of putsh

(mmonally. Mm-mﬂhbmmﬁrmmkmd
s culinend meveesities. As & mamer of fact, according to informants, pottery in Tigray was



Batuomal o B teenmnh sites o of the domain of agriculture include kara (knife),
@edeihe (many WIN&MMuM)Mml(chmu.
Phrs s s o Bt Bvne wew ol discsssed later in the following major subtopic, that is,
P I e e L )

Core et peants b B scomomacally and socio-culturally by involving themselves
T T of ol probacion as bave been dlscussed so far. The next discussion is
B el et whaih e more of bow attached to the preceding discussion
Wt T el o

1 Agrwsbtural Implements

Che e amonng B hey ebemsents of peoduction in peasant societies. They are essential
Bomns capen ity i ety popsdesed. pusely agrarian countries without a strong industrial
Mkl st of B work e agriouinee i performed with hand tools and light animal-
wmn cpapmnt” (Hoplen & Messkad, 1941, foreword). Moreover, implements are essential
Wb wcombing b what e s sethuors soted in their book entitied small agricultural
Wphiunents sl imphemants peose b0 be the sppropriate equipment in all those regions
R e Bt b obasieed Boes small simgle plots of anable land on which crops can be
Wl owly by sivieg Sor 4 greser productivity, primarily per unit of surface and
sty per i (Hopden & Dhomieh, 195), foreword). Under the same token, the peasants
B b s A Semis snd Ad- Ambars have produced and possessed significant
s o ngraouingd anphoments. Acvoeding 0 informants, the implements have remained
- N A¢..~wuamuummmﬂwm
Sffovens o type w0 e s e specific agricaltanal purpose they are made for requires them to
~




b I

Voording W0 my Laowiedgr * tider and according 1o my observation during the
fuekbuort. griculieesl mphoments are st all equally functional the whole year round, but
wom BN ounE 9Ty MWhnh—mmmﬁuumeﬁmu. In the
fodhrw oy s Bao, ~apu~dqi“'ﬂwnmdbylhmim&di-8¢nay
o) AL Amhrs e perwsted Mmm-lumﬁnwiﬂcwegoﬁesforthe

20 Agrmnhiarsl lmphoments for Flowing

Lot T s wed gl Wb, sgriculture, especially its pant plowing, requires other
il ol bae Bw phowshase Impheoments ke the plowshare are also commonly called
wid by mplements. Acvonling 0 Hoplen and Blesalk (1953: 12), “soil- working
e e b el B metersl processes which bring about the most favourable
Wl ot B B peemisation of seeds and the growth of plants, in other words, good
B TR s Bt moted, “Sauh soods aee weed 10 break and tum the soil to control soil
St mperairs. amd s cmoulstion, weods and pests, and to bury vegetation and other
St Lo whleg sl w0 B sl (Hopfen & Biclsak, 1953, p. 12). According to
s e ondowmn phow of e pessants in Tigray does need 1o have certain parts in
WA s b very esennied S e very weage of the ox-drawn plow for plowing purpose.
T wnnciale st wa o i B o deawn plow are called mesarea (equipments of the ox-
Bl Wnle paets of e mesares we 12 o sumber; during plowing time, a rope like
B et eigernd which halpw 0 gende and drive the pair of oxen, is also counted as
B st Baveen oy e mportast parts of the mesares. Table 8 indicates important
pow S wenares wih e evorption of the chigural. These important parts of the
——ares oo




TABLE §
Lange gt beplements of the Ox-Drawn Plow

St : Musming sed Function

Mabsoohe JHoomshue o plowing

Dwgrt T Shaow e spatels preces of wood in to which the plow is

1e L pee Nl s whach & plowshare is attached

Qurns ¢ W Bl Bt may be wood or metal that attaches dugri and

| , WO e B of phow ) and also aret and newit

Rartes e bimd of rimg mctabs through which the plowshare passes and
|l s b @ with U \

L ¢ homg b of plow s which yoke is attached or that attaches
_ W sret and degri cad ol

Arw o I Jele SR

Qermgin | F R B fSom two sticks which are set on the oxen's neck

Misoe git oqgite W B e e two sticks on the neck of the oxen to
, Bien e within the two stichs

Mt oe godimn &R e O et hees the et (yoke) and the newit (long
| e of & plow ) I

Mison Sk o & hnp B s e the plowabare, the dugri and the long beam
R

Mhaador o fe Navent | s of ety tht sew pet 0m the neck of the oxen to serve as

cothicm o B meck whan they carry the yoke

¢ Vinhd ol 91 0

sty of B on deews plow ae presented pictorially as used by Shack
9T e e bl s Aepsined B Amdaes plow implements, but with some additions
Wl s v ey By gy e b (Ve Bigae 1)




s ra s gransne s buskve, geseme (Mll-hock), misar (hatchet) and fas (ax) to cut
SIS 'y wamm-.wﬂ.m)uuw:ommmﬂ
h Feeduc g.aqa-.l-hndhwahmmmmdmmmdmom.
Bda i T oy Sty o ing

32 Aprmeiiural lmphosents foy MMH‘M'

R Bl i e that reguare intense use of agricultural implements
b Gewalesg dtel - e g

s il et e e agriultursl implement during the time of harvest is
Bt mmaeesd e Foloming O harvest, Bt soeds time 1o carry the stalk of the cereals to

¢ By Mo wBhah b s e s speaific kestion. The informants say, at this time
IR s e (bt ety strag) mesken (long leather strap) and maesi (tanned
Bl s s e o ey Wharess the miran and mesian serve like a rope to
EL e e el e mmaend wrven o Bold the stacked stalks together.

ey e et | o B Seriey e e of winnowing and then threshing, other
I s peovs Byl Acconding W informants, the implements which are
el B w i ing ed Beeshing, i & threshing foor, are the following:

Marhibs o idin mphimment)

Mochobe wuonling W isfomants i e important agricultural implement which is
P e ewed salihe of S (duebouk. s which i very functional during the time of
g e plane 165 The s Sastion of mechale is 10 help to separate the chaffs of
B e e ey deralend S Bu s by cediected pure soed

Mahibas v den sepliaint)

Movhobeb which hevemes very funtionsl during winnowing time is other essential

O N p——— .“m'“hw-hﬂ&wlhewlfh
W poving e geen had clled halle he main fusction of meshabeb is just like

e T ——e—— e NG =




Sresbing “uuﬂmbdlmuhmhﬂﬂkmmﬂmﬂo—h-
coldeennd Ar obuarved hmw“hmuhmmmmmm[m
abw. S8 -«-qﬂ-hru“umﬂahqinunhm&mr.

Manas (Troh Bhe wondon mnphiment)

Phin oo @ Bl B (N, 1974) about % 10 | m long wooden agricultural implement
ol T mnh.«nﬂ-hw“ﬂmdmm:nmulhuﬁndupmtes
A — -mu‘ummnhmwmmproduced
P ——— -u”qﬂmﬂcmmu(ﬂwmhﬂ),ﬂh}'(kiﬂdof

e s oo wnd geleg (6 By b B b semall odible fruits). Generally, mesae becomes
vy Bl g B Beeeiinyg e winsowing pertods, and it is @ must for a peasant to
e e e Flte | adies b pessast using mesae (see plate 17),

Nefes snd MG Rsedatrima g

I e r Bahanrien il aee very osential imploments in the time of winnowing
wald sty Acunding b wloemants sl sy personal observation during the field work,
By e wpueate B ol (wbach i handly sepurated by the other two, meshabeb or
marhabe o e paes send while i e Beeshing floor and outside of the threshing floor
whum 0w Mbodd B consaton o s | have observed them applying the netted
e o wmile o B Besshing Do manly when the crop is near 1o be collected. Plate 18
Wewt o sabed or waed Aawing = e img send Berehing time (sec plate |8).

Coni ol (0as Ve )

S g e Hiophien and Paessdl (195) 113 "l hand ools, except scythes and sickles
0 sid il e B gt or Mol hamd * User the same token, according o my life
Feguriinn s wnd awy MM”.."ﬂm*ﬁthlﬂ#iﬂ!iﬂEfmm
LR, ..H.;.“.-‘“m““uuwwhymoﬁhehmds
wilhunt ey B, e sy of B ofher implements. According 10 informants and
BN porsa v -‘.“ﬁmh'—tdbmmnﬂﬂ*bﬂsﬂﬂ'k&
of B e .M..,mhnm‘lbm!&cwnmom.is
*‘“ﬂuﬂmnﬂn“h-l“lm’hﬁi’fmﬁd‘k‘nm
M L e T gt ceimesd adnobog St werks umeder the belief that mentioning it sickle

"B Arsedunyg Ao will sy harvest
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P pessians of Tigeey huve mhdnnllhtmwiommofmmuring
Bew oo v hw Sdhmang tabies ¥ amd 10 endacate the mstruments and units of measurement

v iregm. Hw N srvaly
TABLE ¢

Trmbos md bmploments of Meswarement for Crops

Vst Typw (e plate ) section

Nhobane . " busshuel that verves to measure crops and it s fess than
L K o siee
o Mabet wocnden buhel that measures four to six shahanes,
L selatively e to four Kgs in weight,
o e o
L S
L sagemt 'Mwmm—ﬁtﬂuﬂﬂmhﬂpmmeum
o peaghl minrn,  ooopn weighs sround four Kgs in weight.
¢ g g
L et " hshatry that serves Ko measure crop . it can weigh
,wound 1S K .
Nalow *** wmumbmu@.“tﬂl}
v bbby 0 weigh 26 80 Kgs depending on the varicties which
o Bater Wand | v el
& halew w0
"ﬂ'-u --0. :“tl

" Mivendag & u‘m-u*mhh.hdh“ﬂﬂimﬂﬁsﬂwmosl

R e . differ 8s
" Ax ,a",km.‘ummﬂhcdmlnmmy 1

W B o ‘m.wumqm-m;wﬁ“““‘“"“"

. ' jpeents al
R ¥ S— Uq*hm_"hm ; H;*t::;rl:::“s;
Brvnr wy B e of Sfvent s mm*'fxm ’
bty © 0 dnaieanes T Baler e seures 40 shahanes




TABLE 10

[+ admemnad | st d“mmlw(fmv“\!hlhmxlbpm

| Usit in Shahane

1y Unit in
Mo 4L <1
Meteds + Rk 13
togss : 3
- Toges balade ! B A 4
Mase ] - g
Selends miohe 119 10
(T X 3
o Rache g 3 16.6
* Rahe miuve ! ﬁ_ ] 20
Ny A 266
o Nily agee “" 30
¢ Nibyg winrw 0 3
| u = w
¢ Mok ages ! i‘ KA 41
Cabury n 406
o ahate e b 50
o Labete haube w 53
o Lahets nilygl ! " g S6.6
Fagm |18 N
Vad ] %0 156.6
Faritoan ! S0 mn
L e 746.6
L ST —— 1

B B s e il sl sinabame of onop i wied %0 represent one kilogram of crop in
At SUBEET NS SSRNEE *tum.lmhwhm
Dor Aawav v e el o - .l w h ' s

CAme s o e o aalkt 0 e emsiiheneions Buwe St all the calculations are approximations.

" AR -...m\-uuuu.umh-ilmmm.uhmmlml
WHE B e A o Depliale 8l de i b ww mn,“mwnluom

L L R P S —




A w-MWh“dymm

Possante m-u-mmdmthmhonﬁunlmmmdiﬁnml
B -nuuMmud-.hm&nnmthemin
Tagewy Bt s b boug hi”ﬂ“mhﬁﬂ.ﬂm%!ﬂmhhm.

Dlgpas coe s iy pe Setlh moibadis sl fiesd = thpw
UOnde

S B v e B growp pertdigunts and as per my personal observation of
B Bt e g o8 W s B oo 1 qele (granary). According to informants,
ol e R e il @ eile feom & speckal quality mud which is collected from
P eT—— ol R i s g sl waser To prepare one qofo, it can take up
B & masil

A G et Bomo o grosp pasticipants, qofe has different sizes and it
G e awebesn cwc smiebens vl sl five gebeta (all the traditional measures
Bowwstonn s Sucmmlien s e o sbrtings of harvest, # s only the smallest gofo that has
| i send  Beiee Mypew qonms ol ol wie
LR

L e T s st b qele sl which is propared in the same manner like

Wi habe g v it O s famction of kede i 1o store small amount of
sy By s ”nmu.qunnpb.ulnhuhumbrm

oS Aoy

angees

U agete ..mm-mlu“hhﬁdlmmwm
S Lt LU -rowmuunuulmlnhﬂ.“dhmwblﬂﬂuﬂf
L B L L nmdhpmhhﬁdamwls
PR eaep————rp W Ll

W il cwalie masteer o ey




CHAFTER V)

CHALLENGES AND TRADTIONAL MECHANISMS TO COPE WITH THE
CHALLENGES
Mwending & Dhar (1T 580 "Posants live u.mumum-m“
v o0 sl b el S atngnd Mhlﬂnd&huﬁﬂmmw'

i g i o e s sty Bades, pessants are dissdvantaged given the fact
Qu s e e auiiarelly  demaninnd Wi gen e uncertain environmental and

susdiagan a0 o pemaa Bey Bae e

e s o B W el geaiies of peasants is by far more for personal
et B welbssienn el ton, s for cash income generation; although it

Bwaaes e e e g b asle B evies prodee i onder 10 cover their expenses
v ke A Bt 0000 seand T The problem faced by subsistence producers
W e el eelee e pedogeec el beological  conditions. The common
W eenas e e s Beoght esarsve raim, bl storm, flood, soil erosion, threat of
Wl e e, peass, o Iy e ege, Fasll (1993:25) wrote that “during any
g e st B B cowbd oner s cause partial or total damage to

R e e e whad snales B sabssserce production of the peasants more

g

Thee = Blane -hlﬂ”ﬂlﬁ!l*hmmmwu
WU e sl el g e prome ® varkation in type and in intensity even
S e ey -Wslmﬂﬂ.'ml

e svtiuvn gt of Diliges & whivh Tigw i found is a8 10 Aspen (1994),
L E————er paa———pe o 1AL LS 1987,
N TR Ty —————UTL S O
Be v pumses dmmwwn.&h'lmmwmm
S—————————
s s oo wen of B ooy ©

T nﬁmmbnﬁliul’“.h‘h |rIl:"'::
m“*’#‘ﬂom“h*wﬂd-‘)ﬂ face and the
P tion praiees The “wmuﬂﬁwhw

PRt S By smgho UWQ"“#
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SO halengen e Fiebds of Production

e pv b fiaimm Fu‘“dum.M“Mhm&M“ k |
o ot o smaened DBy pessitry wnummummem.

wlhan, O _&.Itﬂ‘”i““h““ﬁm ' hh mm ;‘_.I.

o beg = pestuiing b S adormaton | got flom my participants in the focus

e i TR G o sheshing by the in-depth interview | had with my
Y ——— MWMaWGMﬂmﬂm
- woed s s e e sl desmatic population explosion and
e e Bt el o e sebabelitation programmes, destruction by
P e i g Bosars e well s wends dlsaster are the most pressing
il e i e A Sy wed A Ambars face in their crop production
o o 4

T i s o B el geobioms e selation %o crop and fixed plant cultivation,
R T Cow i ge Biesena ms el v g

| Pp——— Hiﬂﬂnﬂ-dﬁm_hmhw

B s e e B e e (Miwestl)  Accosding W my large number of group
T O e mm.lhﬂﬂh.dbuﬂﬂﬂm
Mg e ey well G el u-‘.oﬁnuﬂhuuﬂﬂwhk
P BB o e e epin Aaring By whude of e rey weason, when it rains very intensely
Sl b el wied and Ml -hl“‘b“hwmfu
P o et Ve el el sty e s i i starts eaely and ends very late, for
P 4 o s suining S e sl of Dvcemier. Saying w0, finally they added, a normal

W e e Mg sneldl asille e Neeliye

that the
et we e Mhﬂamuﬂwww

which include
POt o wsliwm v smnlial sty dﬂ."““hw
hl-ah«..,.,.




MIJ"l‘"*.Mﬂmﬂﬂym.(}imﬂn&ctﬁmﬁnlandscapein
Tigrey expunsally -ﬁmbﬂunhﬂdmlundcliﬂhilln.lhcrunoﬂ‘isassuch
........M.n&ﬁmbmnﬂnw&umuhkhmmdywhmcst.nswellas
uautmmmdﬂnhhhwkﬁmmmsofaoil fertility
wol cvom eburtage of fevtide farmiand lhlmw.hrddonwuﬂymninsmdcndingas
well &1 carly wﬂhnﬁmmmmim ascertained that, they
fae comennas smd varvoss probbesss §iestly, 1 the rain ends very early after starting early, it
- Imhmhm“ﬂmlmﬂr.w.iﬂheninmmmﬂymd
ol T cmope whaeh wee sheendy rowp by then, in this case crops like maize, sorghum (a type
wefiday | mdaorghum, graine and legumes do become prone 1o pests attack in relation to
BB el ey wven Tl down amd spotl. I connection 1o the latter challenge, informants
Wl s ipnts beriined Bt 1 s only finger millet that can resist and even grow well if

pa e g et e leks emliang reen happens.

B im0 B e B Bewssed problems, shortage of land and lack of soil fertility
W o ohalienges e the peasants encounter in their production practices. Here
s bl e whevess damatic population increase, soil erosion and government
Bl w0 e mew el destribation and even rehabilitation programs, can be raised in
Ml w sheriage of s ey Bted sodl erosson, lack of fallow period to farm lands and
P poermemente Bbare o provade them fortilizers with reasonably fair prices, as major
Cae sty e ] devtiliy

e othwr mnersalened challenges e problems in relation 1o pests, rodents and birds.
L= nmum.mumdmmmnﬂwwmmﬁmmw

el mcwunumaummmmmmmmm
Wl o e
Acvomding o partcipunts, pests asmack all crops except tal, finger millet, linseed, cumin,

bk, sl whgreweed. Acoonding b my life experience as an insider and as to the informal
ﬁ-mln“umnmdummu&auummpsmmy




amad] in e ﬂkhmhtﬁmmywidinmsoﬁcmpcmmmiikcthe
et vl ety cropm Mg ﬂﬁ—um-uw:uyhliwedwbcholcmps).

_— e m-o“&-num'mlh.m.smdcim(ﬂhd).According
" T mﬁﬁ“*oﬂﬁllﬂm.mﬂmﬂnlym&ckcmps like
iy waghaem sl mM(MWﬁMVMJMIegmes.

N ow ok wag Mh“hm“ﬁw&hmmh like birds as bekual (small
bk b by cobored feattar), lmbale (very destructive small bird), beaa (big beaked
ol s Tven = water), want (bed of black bird whose feathers has a metallic sheen) and
e sl el Bt ek i growp), ot well o wf-albbi (bees-bird) and barito (small
Sonas Te s g, purtiapents agrend om the fact that the above birds attack mainly crops
Whe woghim tal harley, beane, whest, snd maise Table 11 indicates crops and the type of
Meds e e b e

FARLE 1)
Coop Typw s Pards That Attack Them
e of Cnp | s Name
Sorghurn | hekual. dime. barito, and wari
" - - —_——F""--'_“
P bal el Fmgus anilier _ bean ul-nihbi
Marks © whust sty L__ dime
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L v B hone Buewnsions, plast Scsses like humedya and frost (asahayta) in
B e o A Semy aed ABCAS-Asbars ate other natural challenges. Humedya as to
vt el ey g parsiguess i 8 bisd of dieases caused by a matter that comes from
Do Al o B bl s Bw dy Acconling o informants and participants, humedya is
et Lty e Gull sed sk plises imubuling crope, when the sky is red in color, and often it
Bl o B Ak, Sering B S e s wets Even though each and every crop, except
wghn ﬂWMHMMbNW)mm.mamkby
Bamedya & sy smiks snd b crops ke tall beans and all cereal grains as well as
YTt m-q-“mlummmwrmwmn
Ol m‘“.-hnlhmﬂpulhnmnmymgcof




vt i
P .n.—i,-uhaw-nhl-nn(lhhmmﬁmlfmycmpisanackcd
by bumadys @ shign growth e bevomes saeless

v p— mo“hhmm.hmﬂwﬂ.cwﬁkeut finger
malit e graom 309 wtad b by amiting o weeds

S0 1 O halinges s Asimal Pradection

\.Ahnd&-v.&mnﬁhdmmmonlydependon
PRSI -, lulduumu“wy.padwuﬂnpkulmuwell
Wl peoaketon As wgeds Sew animal hesbandry, informants raised: shortage of
pusbrags el graeing sl (et ww comsed by population increase and government
roaty -.,-JMminulnﬂdMuMkanﬂngmblems.

P o B el i lateon o grasing land, the peasants do not seem to be happy
WOR el et B povermeent policy shout guided grazing. According (o informants, the
s e h cuvwered ws paet and parcel of the guided grazing initiative by the
PO e wha B st oall ek mikileb (feeding while at home separately). In
g of e et weh 8 wese participants related the case 1o the spiritual life of
Mot o s B e meganl. By rsbsed the problem that their animals could not mate
Sl s e B ool mon sepeosiine for the reason that the government policy limits them
B el M wmads S grase s mate frovly a1 in the past, in the nearby green grazing
Bl o P s b e oven of Baere b mend for the government to reconsider allowing
PR e ity By e matang wason, September to December to let the animals mate
Wl e e peiied geasing @ 8 ment w0 be applied. This Is because according to my
.a......‘...,..,;..nwmﬂmnﬁhlm“ﬂww“hmﬁves
WE b g e comity of plast e, mot only in the grazing lands but even in the
W e T e S B e aee gosng barven and barren from time to time.

SR umeages e Ponitry Prodestie

b B ponitey mm-ﬁmuummm: lack of
anum—-’thm-o“dmmwforﬂnkpouluy
o dwwm'mmuMdmminum}e
Wi sl e anhs wnd estmctions cosed by slblobot (marten) and other animals that
Mo e e e et presiny < Dalioages
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PR R — mhwmmwdhﬁ&cﬂulf-ﬂhbi(&u‘ bird)
wnd A shasee iaed Mudwhbﬁ-bhl&ahduﬂhmuﬂy.u!heirmost

gvernmind ww ke Bom They saspect that the bechives are produced from materials
whin B e hemtl g ommBortabls for hewy lhn.hmmu&h.mmelouofbccsthey
S e wBare ey et wieng B eodern heehives

S5 haenges s C el Pradectins

Vo vk b eabormmmsts wnd my informal dicusaions sccount, the major and pressing
s B el peobiens mubale bk of the mecossary trees (in the case of wood craft
el ot bl o graeny besd coverad by grans from where they get the special type of soil
B el e e e of posens). dscrimisation against them and their families
g om B o of smehe aed possers) and abso the discouraging shift of focus by
B e sl tend spegesants rather than the locally produced craft products.

&1 Tradummal Mechaniom 1o Cope with the Challenges

G G of e peoidenss (staral s man-made) the peasants do have traditional
W DS whieh By cogw with e chalienges In the following discussion, these
B e bt g pestnd by B pessants of the rescarch sites are presented. But
Whor eweniing e Be dpth of B Sscwnsion, it helps 10 note that as to my personal
B i nd purhasing o e foemation | got from the in- depth interviews and focus
v Do | bl combuoted. e wadtionsl mechanisms that the locals involve
l"*-«"m«hcmm“mwnnﬂumwnﬁon.

B30 T o abnsd Marhantim b ( Mallnges i Crop Production

o g mmnmwhmdnmmmtm

. i

LT m“ﬁﬁ“l'"*hhhﬂdﬂtp&kﬂs‘ Inm:
el 'hcwumn&p-—mndmwmwedge.

bnrulnige ey m-*ﬂhuﬂ&m:hﬂnnnmcmpsmsow




;.mﬂilntmmt-hymmpl&emdunmins(whean

bl sl ambete hmcihl:hdm)ddmtﬂmmdlinued) when
Dunw i o T st casm md when e wond 19 st fevtile

u-ou.'Mhnl.nnﬁ“ﬂhmﬂﬂ.ﬂml&eﬂnmmillct,white
bl b el meghem s, b, mgeesend, sunflower and charlock when the rain is
wedTo ot wend wBurm Bhes wodd oo Byt Vave somewhat differently, the informants told me that
By now o d mnmnwwnmhﬂhmmﬁammwwcmp
wows e ahong Geve whah s by dun reep and ready to harvest.

Ve gande wm-—n&ﬂ—hdmmmmuﬂpﬁwmil
WY W e B employeg styles of plowing called zurs mibras (circular
Pl s ol mmalvrws Cinnd phowing ) sl gadiem mabres (horizontal plowing). Based on
B S 1ol b Bt By hedly employ tikel mibiras (vertical plowing). In
e e B et Cubeeigriadiber Telbe narrsted his experience in such a way:

Dl by Baier | D Bwen e how to plow. While | am plowing, |
o ol Boriaeaad s well s slasted types of plowing. | do this firstly,
v peevent sl evonion om sy femlasd Secondly, | do plow in the way
Crphaimnd b | de o want 10 bt water flow into others” farmland in o
wrr O o Babine eronion Whe by plowing vertically. Thirdly, [ plow in
Covwien absened sl Bovieontal ways o that | let no part of the farmland
wephomad grvem e mvy bl b ievegader abape and 18, meanwhile, small in
(e om Ay D6 201 1)

Tmns o D s aagueninne of B formant does reflect, the peasants most preferably use
G e sond Seisemaad phows m finor of vertical plowing. According to my personal
M onpvrmms sl e ebeervetee W e stady area, the above ways of plowing are
Pt grven B e Ml s oty mountainous, full of steep sloped arcas that can

MUTE e e T spaditeng e wosl geoe
™ “mﬂtﬁmMIﬁMMiSMgcof
Wi i g of el Rarniiy Acxording W informants and group participants, the most

LY LR — .m.mdudﬂiﬂfuﬁlhymwnhnr
m'mmd*”wlhmﬁmmﬁs,infmm




1o bungim wilhy, umﬁh““ﬁ.lwwm&ﬁeldw«k that
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TABLE 12 ‘
€ g Somn Mived snd Reasons Behind
- s oo | Ressom
Vimgr o Tt s ool ot glheunm W avert risk of failure by any of the two, for
better peoductivity and 1o increase soil

Moo st Gol S % get two types of harvest, for betier |

I and 10 increase soil fertilit é
Cum o ad bof Woget two types of harvest, for better

i iie and 10 increase soil fertil ';
e o get two types of harvest, for better |

| - : and 1o increase soil fertility
Chi o b ol osiow o get two types of harvest, for better
| pebastivity and o increase soil ferilty

o get two types of harvest, for better
prodhactivity, o increase soil fertility and to -
L mrve bees from the flower of the sunflower i

Rare  wan jend Snisiv

[§ PRI | S—— W gt two types of harvest, for better ,
| prodectivity and to increase soil fertility L
L VTR Ry gngir W— o peosest hedgehog, for better productivity U
Ll b0 iecroase soll fertility |

Pro ol St T e productivity, 1o increase  soil

fertility and to avent risk of failure of the pea

S Buld vl 2001

Sk e el omeppeng, sgnefient imformants underlined that the crops to be mixed
W B omge s Bs st have opusl dongth of salk (Nelentihten) and which are
b Mpmﬂm‘ﬂﬂrhmn&&infmmt

Toturss Sips anmie e oiliomimg rommed

J— ity sefers 15 e weight and appearance that crops have. They .m
e :‘::_'_"‘""""_‘. o st mty iffer in weight due 1o the difference in
Wi




— lmwwwﬂ-m-ﬁhw do thi
”m'mm“ﬂuyutiﬂﬂmnm;ﬁwmm;
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and
MWnimﬂmh
.anﬁ*“-m "mm

orope (Renervirs, om Maxch 8, 2011)
o onler & cugw -‘Wd““ﬁ“hdwwmwmmﬂ
PP - dhnuhhﬂm#h.mhwsmymdmi-
Amdiw ¢ ¢y onhnu-ﬂm&mphmnym.lnthiamgard,
[P I uuuﬂmmn‘hmmWIMtheydoml
R g— momunmhmh:‘mmm»wingﬂwu
cpupn ~u.‘n.ohmm.mﬁ“ﬁyuﬂﬁom:ofmuﬁnglhe

P B iy -wuﬂnunqp!&bwmﬂmmmdiﬂ‘mm
Bosmd aan s

B b e arope e o be plassed repeatedly, informants told that they
bl e e el el il sovghes. Nere, they strossed that in such a case the soil
R T B W e s fevshsnd with duked (manure from dung of animals).

Poom ey vy e e Bl by e fleld work, | could know that the peasants sow
T b of e omopn omploying rotation. Table 13 shows crops which can replace
S b e s snstReR




TARLE 13

{mop® S Replace Each Other in Rotation

(vogonis s el sovg T
| —
awben e
g of taf (preferably) and any other
:i == - —
| & S e ——— ’...
5“wto' e m’ M
_Hourllo- .
j*av-_‘rua T__H-i
Masse barley. birguda, bean, hanfets and
LR T L T
e —

Sowve Bl werd. 2010

TR e s, Bemagreeh sl ook are st included because they are hardly sown

L R e = 2

O et sepls mee Swissn f sown seplacing makre, it will grow fast at the
whvmnags 0 guts Do B e whiih ws barvestod last time. But later its growth will

e Fuw Md-ﬂ%uﬂm
TN s omoge ke worghus sl red sorghum only and only if the soil is fertilized

il o0

TR L et il B s semmers crops (crope which need fertile soil and sufficient
B ety B g pestenls of seme) cameot 3t sy situation replace cach other. If sown
By mn s n greom sl o By B e harvent willl be very small.
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\.,.«sqwm--ulph-qmm“ohhein-depth
W s bsks somae o walisionally prevent those crops which are viable to
WA T e e ey sl deiiag them by ash which is prepared from the
el el el e sl of dheep and gosts. Moreover, peasants in Adi-Senay
Wl AT RS e et s by pesting those crops sensitive 1o pests attack (like
gt e i of S omope which are st attacked by pests: in this case crops like
Mgl s gl and el mived wod taf ssd fimger millet. They do that because they
Wlse s nal ol Bager milin e ool sl can redece the temperature of the granary which
il B s B worgheas 0 b smaihad by peats, otherwise.

Tty B salenis e dhus sersons problems that the peasants in Adi- Senay and
M Rehes B ey B devised endeonsl mechaniams 1o cope with the problems
Gl et ey saise degt b soise s Bt rodents like civet, marten and hedgehog
B s e e e e de Suwwned Mater According to informants, and as it was
Wi s nd by m.‘h”“lmmm"
P e e Dy S st hing i hoans, theough encircling the beans by
W e o g e commtion o B, informant Meles Gabreyesus said, “We
W g el oo g o b, 80 pronect hedgebog. We know that hedgehog hates the
il *‘W“ﬂm““*mmhm“mmw

* ey with diflerent Moly water of different saints. For example,
wm*ﬁ::m“m—uuu-bﬂ“‘“’m"ﬂ
e 1 pese S bu--&inﬂﬂ"‘"‘i""“““"“mrwms
ol whune e bl waner of samt Tekichaimanct & :i.h‘nm::ubmdso
uwummd-&ﬂ_ﬂ“WGmuﬂlymis
B v ke D i w4 by ﬂ.”mﬂmmﬁ&n{m'a
m--lhmhh—ld.ﬂ“ '
i | S 6 e e sy o chapecr theee.




B cewie b cne e Undtamal e imssmy bﬁ“bmhm,im
e (i ey e & Wil wapping method called misgat (stoning). Informant Meles
Uiy v mead Abebat W clbiegey Iﬂhmhﬂlm:"‘%mhcmpinm.a
Wiy - grem tcm-ohﬂﬂhnhﬂqhmhlﬂm&\w.h
" - tvumh“uhwmbhmhwwmm
ae b it Be Mot o b fall vy @ hﬂlwnmmmwmimnnisht"
(Wrvics oo Fabwwary & 29000 Mess, | could feel the fact that the grass and the stone are
B A et W o e ahert aed e stoned sccordingly. And as 1o me that must

o B ais wiy mwmulnm-qmmmhﬁmpkmeuwd which
W E s b el

Loy e e, odbey wvions st problems of peasants in relation 1o their
s el b g, eformants tobd me that they prevent them by looking for the
Mt 0 s e ek e Lilteng 0 Hheve, the informants tell that they dig out the
Vg e mns o e b’ by Bigging %0100 cm deep into the ground. Here,
WRa S By e e pull ous B img of e ermites, they either use the king to feed their
L e R T

S0 T e e ool sioeding %o informants, and from what | know as an
A s e el s hasisens e wenehif (sling) and mentig (bow). In this
Sl S ke of B wmesin of wisg S sbove methods (here, more often children are
M*ﬁtmm“mnhﬂtdﬁﬂﬁlmmmlm
M bk el e o e by while i@ their holes. In this case, informants told
L m-.n-uu--pmmuuhmmmum
W B e Belen b i B bt of e rain that already starts during that time.
Oty nmiing o e sty | ool Ao it binds are very destructive causing a lot of

" W ulve Bt s couid ey be idestified by digging during the rainy
Mueve fhut e hing of e e s molicintl SR O T e

e e vl o Empers o P
N s o e e il . ot e crwand healthy and will sart 0 grov

M fee ey e




By o s 0 B prevens v avalayta (frost)

0 iy -nm»-ﬂm.ﬁ_wuhn&mkingha:don

e bl cmlis wamsllly ﬂd”“h*’mmlhlﬁlﬂ.we{m
Piadan ol byt e sl el ( whah ase discunied In chapter four); to secure extra

Wi e By et coge wiEh B problems shone
BT s M haniians b Mallonges e Animal Preduction

Leopeds e ohaienges By fe o thelr participation in animal production,
Sl A e By e el shaned aed developed knowledge to cure some of the
Bewwss B ik Buir wemale Theow, wharess they noticed that they cure significant
sanbas O Bt of S asemads, Sy sesewiile, alwo recognized that there are some
Bt o <R h ey ondd st cure be Bes regand, | could know that they never cure discases
Wl ey comber put) | ome e B heimg very angry and frightened when they speak
Wi o aetaiiee Berees and Be Seatewu thon H Coun

ot o e Dewanne sl diseste b mot the only problem that locals in Adi-
S A Assbees G edmants mestoned, other mechanisms like cooperation and
hﬂ-m..“.md'“w.m”#hhm&mhﬁon
Vo 4 e nge wmd greseny led

S3I 0 St Disirhation of §obders

l»pﬂ*”“ﬂﬂﬁ!hﬂmmofﬁﬁﬂm
Whh By gon e g Meflovers. Thay got the foddens for their m“?rmlﬂ
D W ars S sl S wild grasers Sy collect from theit




PR, mﬂ“hﬂhﬁmmmy.whkhofthe
re— omﬁmhmhdﬂmm&h‘w&hoﬂhcmm
(Rler s = b Bevonmadie be S whem wrved i the successive seasons from the harvest
s A g e By S S vy weon. In this regard, they told that if one needs

Mo loer i we e bl et foed e fiestly during  the harvest scason kancha
el e wrghem, wed sorghum, maize); secondly, in the dry season
bt T b i coliened o e lefovers of finger millet, grains and legumes”);
Wl e e ey s dergs | Nyt s collectod from dry grasses like tehag) and

Bl B vty el e of B oy semson baser (chafl of taf, that is collected from
MR e P 0 bl b mene B haser el 10 be served only when it starts 10 rain
WA s sl st graieg B graeses. Otherwise informants said the animals;
P e e i e o ey e grees Baser, for examiple, ot the dry scason.

B peaeis e oaplusnd abone comisder sl economic factors in that they
e Rt S Badler o small s ondy i small amount the whole year round.
B e e et ek of ihertage ey knowingly start providing fodder as of
WL i e B geans B b grows @ the rain of the rainy scason starts to dry.
Ta e e e Bt e Suler i provided to animals (cattle).




N Vighd wanlh, 204 )
A1 110 Conguraiins w b Lowbonders

L L T Vgt bow-bend relations are a case in point because
Ry e o hgh et Eoges Bom Ovomo Wallaga (o Tigray has maintained a
ey il pelsel wissosadip with s afjscent lowland zone.” Besides,
B i el e MG (1987.70), “Coopenation between ecological
s e e [ pomind Highhand farmans, for example, loaned female livestock to
bowlamdes s o grniing Barimg S onn. S owmer el care taker would then divide offspring
g

B i B s mersiom, s il bast resont, the peasants in Adi-Senay and
M At e B s W bl wess i West Tigray, especially during the rainy

W e et 0l wnd pestiopunts sscertained that they have two options,
e s nd e B i e Gomlind sevs B whobe of the rainy scason till the harvest
W By e b s M g S asessads (catthe) there in the lowland with the
b ligmdi

T s e B sy i B Aowlind ssvis i West Tigray, they have the right to
W piae e o et g by wriors, et i, chearing the arca. In coanection to
B i Al Bt By ay gl e bund smsd harvest whatever grain they think is
Wt whieeer By Bhe Afur Sy Marvesied and collected whatever crop they
Pl o s annt o v 1 pueie | 4 of Sheir prodiace 10 the ocals which are supposed

" e ey b .;wuuu-—htﬁuwmﬂﬂmm -
T T ———— T Lk s
B g i e e it Shler types |4 sccessively [ 8 year.




J—— .:--m-hmhmehmw@
pa— .n.»ummcmmM*thWofm.
Finsully ...q.mmumummmummmu
Gy v S .m-muuu»muwugm-
PR W sgeveeenl) Bor o omb orop production, in this case sesame
P T

B3 Trediiast Mashaniims b ( hallonges s Poultry Production

Bl b e i At Woldearegay, 10 cope with the animal disease,
R R el s B By e B medicinal crop cumin together with lemon to
G s Iiden. il bt tobd that they have no solutions to problems in
Mk s ohred Bees feedey Sewr posiries alternatively with aifay (floor
Sl el ot of googn e masse. sorghuem 10 cope with their food problems in
e B of peeinion Moseener. with rgand o the destruction caused by rodents
PR At it ] aniebe (T os) informants 1old that they use their dogs
Wl e el s of Bt gy

ST it Vs b b ( hallenges i@ Apicaiture Production

e s of g oy fves groups discussions agreed on the case
B L ) g i e et gessing <uilonges they face in theit apiculture, namely
Bovt e i o v S Mienlle e Mk of puvemsial flowering plants. However, on the other
W B el B ey g wih B oher challenge in relation 10 insects through
Bt Moamehtod (whi o B saspecwd ways of entries of the insects like ans fo
P —————— UL
00y bne b i o ey ol et e Doen encoumster any aliem i their bee-hive, they
0% Ovans e . sty sousnd Al this Some, growp pasticipunts underlined (e

w




—— Mhhthﬂﬂﬂﬂd’hm&-

oty w S RS e e epaen S Laing M boes
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I P ————— Hmn‘-‘-lﬂ.mhmwymhmﬁln
e Peeds s m%ﬂh*hﬂ%mnﬁumm

[ WY hummwmuqmmmh

a1t loMMhC&-hcmM

Fumal™ Mluuumﬂqumummdby
P B w S ol pehation. s s regand, informants told me that they have
W T e B g S ol and fulfilling their requirements with other
S e B B ey ey e ome resson why the informants prefer 1o be
I il s e B s sty Sas the nos-agricultural activities which
Tt e o s ey o onantey problems




CHAFTER Vi
SUMEMARY AND CONCLUSION

M,.Mhlﬁl“ih*@i“hhw.ﬂmo&nlm-
“W.muumhm-md-&.hhyn&owmj&
e s mmnh*%hwmmwm
—— ﬂ.”ﬂ“h“hmmmmwmﬂl
swads o m-mdm&mhﬁlﬂmmﬂmﬂ
Buw g o ooovmwnne by Sunnwiien

Pt wmwuumhnammmmm_
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