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Abstract 

In developing nations like Ethiopia many children are vulnerahle to different tY/Je.1 ofa!JII.les. 

The sexual abuse 0/ children is said to have been the most ignored and unuwure type of child 

ahuse. II is also the mosl under reported/arm of ahuse due to its complex noture. Stlldying the 

contrihuting/actors may help to deal Il'i th how to alleviate the pl'!ihlelli. 

The overall objective o/Ihis research is to assess the socio-culturol and economic fac tors that 

contrihute to such social evil. The research is designed to ansvver questions such as: what 

Iuc/ors contribute to the sexual ahuse of children? What are the characteristic f eatures of 

perpetrators? Which social settings contribute much to the prohlem '! What are the major tv/WI' 

oj' .Iexllal abuses perpetwted in the area'! What are the reuwns IiII' IInder re/)() rt il1p. oj the 

sexual abuse of the children ? 

The methods employed /01" data collection were document revie'w, in-depth interview. FGD, 

ond questionnaire administration. The participants of this stlldv were thirt\' two victim 

children. 

The findings of this study reveal that the most contrihuting /octon to the .\e.'wul ohllse oj' 

children in the area were poverty, lack of awareness about the problem within the community 

in general and the family in particular, the living situation of the children, and the cliitural 

t({hoo on tolking ahout sexuality The /indings/ifl'ther re veul that children Ivho corne .Ii'oJl1 the 

countryside either to live with relatives or to be employed as d0111estic 111uids were the most 

vlllnel'Clble groups, 

The majority of the perpetrators were those who were engaged in low paid jobs or they were 

johless. Most of them have experienced bad habils. However, individuals with heller income 

und those who were .fi"ee Fom bad hahits were also liJUnd to he ohu.ler.1 of the children The 

lindings also reveal that the measures taken hy the perpetrotors ufier the ohllse. the negotil'e 

otlitlldcs of the community towards victim children, and the prohlem on reporting S()111ej(mns 

of abuses such as incest (Ind anal insertion helped the sex1lal ahllsc of the children to st({y 

hidden. Ther~fore, such/actors exposed the children to repeated sexual abuse. 

IV 
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CHAPTER ONE 

Background and Methodology 

Background 

1.1 Introduction 

In deve loping countries, many children are vulnerable to differen t types of abuses li ke 

abandonment, neglect, emot ional abuse, physical abuse and sex ual abuse. The sexual 

abuse of children is a very se ri ous problem in Ethi op ia (Ted la, 1996:58). " It has been one 

of the most pervasive but carefull y ignored features of soc ial li re" (Dav is. 2005~ in 

Meron. 2006: 1). A study by ACPF (2006: 55) indi cated that the sex ual abuse of chil dre n 

is hi ghl y prevalent in Ethiopia. It is believed that rhe interrelated and compl ex soc io­

cu ltural and economic factors contribute more to the problem. Richter et al. (2004) 

poi nted out that accurately est imating the prevalence of sexual abuse and violence In 

cleve lop ing world is difficult due to the limited amount of research done on the subj ect. 

Studies (Taylor and Stewart, 199 1 :202; Kelly, 1988:60; Flowers. 1986: 75; (Je tn ct 

2008:35; and AC PF, 2006:59) indicated that the majority of pre-pubertal children are 

reported to be sexually abused by intimate ad ults. These include pa rents, relatives, 

IKighbors, teachers and other ad ults responsible for the ca re of children. General ly, 111 0St 

pt~op l e beli eve that sex ual abuse is a crime co mmitted onl y by ad ult male. Howeve r 

sex ual ab use can also be perpetrated by the children themselves. It happens in every age, 

class. race and profess ion. Children are sexua!ly abused in different soc ial se ttings such 

as neighborhood, household , day care centers, and schools. 

Social and cultural factors contribute to the prevalence of sexual abuse of children. 

Therefo re, it is important to study the socio-cultural and economic factors contributing to 

chi ld sex ual abuse if we are to und erstand the problem. "Chilelrell const itute their id e(Js 

and understanding their social skills and their individual se lves in interacti on with people 

in their soc ial network. Focusing 011 these interactions wi ll not only tell us about the li ves 

of chilel ren but also give us va iuable in fo rmat ion about the society as a whole" (Bo rke, 

:-!()04: 12). 



The most contributing soc ial ev il to child sexual abuse is poverty. Children who li ve in 

abso lutely poor families are forced to engage in ri skiest jobs such as street vc nding, 

domestic maid , and prostituti on. These children al so lack adequate supe rvision from their 

parents. They are also exposed to various threats due to their li ving conditi ons in 

overcrowded families. Children are also left alone for long periods when parents go away 

from home so as to secure some income for the family. All these conditi ons ex pose 

ch ildren to sexual abuse. 

Some researches (Richter et aI. , 2004: 173 ; Getnet,2008:28) pointed out that widespread 

poverty which forces children to engage in riskiest jobs 0 as to suppl emen t the !8m il y 

income; the increas ing rate of divorce and remarri age which Corces children to li ve with 

single parents, step fathers or mothers, siblings; increased number of orphaned children 

who live either on the street or day care centers; the rapid growth of tourism; increasing 

production and di stribution of pornography and child sex industry on the internet are 

contributing factors to the sexual abuse of children. 

The aim of this study is to explore the different factors that contribute to the preva lence 

of chile! sexual abuse. The study contains five chapters. The first chapter introd uces the 

need for conducting the study and the methodologies empl oyed to generate data. The 

second chapter presents the review of related literature. The third and the fou rth chapters 

present the result of the study using both quantitative and qualitati ve analys is of the data 

through descriptive and thematic analys is techniques. The last chapter sUlllmari zes and 

concl udes the findings of the study. 

1.2 Statement of the Problem 

In a recent stud y on child sexual abuse, Hailu (2007:46) indicated that there was hi gh 

prevalence of child sexual abuse in Addis Ketema, Kolfe Keraneo, and Yekka sub-ci ties 

in 1998 E.C. He further stated that in thi s year, Yekka and Addi s Ketema sub-citi es 

recorded the highest number of male victims each with 6 children. He also pointed out 

that a total of 21 children (1 J females and 8 males) found to be victims of atypical sex ual 

abuse in Yekka Sub-city from 1996 E.C. to 1998 E.C. It was the hi ghest in comparison 

with the rest of the sub-cities. 
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However, Hailu 's study tends to fo cus on victim children aged between ten and eighteen 

yea rs. The first reason for se lecting these children, acco rding to I-Iailu , was the asserti on 

that they can express themselves ve ry we ll. Secondl y, he co ul dn't linci reco rd ed stCll isti e8 1 

data by CPU s and Add is Ababa Poli ce Commi ss ion Central Intelli gence Depa rtment in 

their age gro up (Hai lu , 2007:6). Therefore, there is a need to include children under age 

ten in thi s study. 

Most of the sexuall y abused children, accord ing to Hailu (2007 :4 7) are those aged 

between 9 and 15 years. He found ou t that female children betwecn the age or 9 and 15 

we re more vulnerable in most of the sub-cites. A study on male chil dren's sex ual abuse in 

Add is Ababa by Debebe (2007:33) also refers to thi s age catego ry as the 111 0s tl y 8bused. 

According to Debebe, there is high frequency of abused children in the age category of 

10- 14 years. 

The role of parents in protecting children from any kind of danger is im po rtan t. Work 

with children who have been abused suggests that ab use co ul d be preven ted in m<lI1 y 

instances if children had had prior instruction. Lack of knowledge or uncertainty about 

norms of behavior often plays a role in child 's victimization. In format ion about child 

sexual abuse is more meaningful and effective when it comes from a parent. Yet it seems 

that parents neglect thi s responsibility and opportunity. "The parent stud y was a go lden 

opportuni ty to assess just what kind 0 f prevention informati on ge ts exchanged inmost 

households, and what seem to be the obstacle to a more effective exchange" (F inkelhor, 

1984:25). Therefore, more can be learned from the experi ences of parents of victim 

children in openly discussing sex uality with their children. 

In a study conducted in the Boston metropolitan area in the year 198 1, onl y 29% of the 

parents said they had talked with their children abo ut sex ual ab use (F inkelhor. 1(84). 

Accord ing to Debebe 's study of sexual abuse of male chi ldren in Add is Ababa (2007:36), 

chi ldren who never had discussion with parents about sex ual matters accounted for 

66.7% of the cases. 

There is the assertion that the characteri stics of children's parents may co ntribute to the 

victi mization of children. For example, Fi nkel hor (1984:25) stated that chi Idren who live 

with their bio logical parents are less vulnera ble to sex ual abuse than those who li ve with 

3 
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non- biological parents. Acco rding to f inkelhor, gir ls who livc with their step 1 ~lt h c r s ore 

at muc h hi gher ri sk. They are not onl y victi mized by their step 1 ~lt h e rs but ellso by so me 

one else because of lack of protecti on. Debebe (2007 : 34) also rOllnd thell onl y 14 .3% or 

the children we re li ving with their bio logica l parents when the abuse occurred to thelll. 

Although children are sexuall y ab used by fo rce or ' consent ' most studi es tend to focu s on 

fo rced sexual abuse. In fac t children are incapabl e of consenting to sex with adu lts due to 

the ir immaturity. But adults use vari ous mechani sms to ge t them to comply with sex ua l 

requcsts. Fo r exampl e, yo ung girl s arc targets or th e ' suga r daddies ' bccCllI se Ihey prclCr 

them hoping that they will avo id l-IIV infec ti on (Ri chter et ai, 2004) . Therefo re, it is not 

fa ir to simply blame children fo r cooperating for sex. Moreover, many peop le see very 

young girl s capable of engag ing in sex ual ac ti vity with older partners under cond itio ns or 

consent without it automaticall y being a fo rm of abuse. 

Deepening poverty exposes children to sexual abuse. Unemployment also encourages 

perpetrators to abuse children. In a study of male children sex ual ab use, Debebe 

(2007 :38) stated that individuals who were unempl oyed and students togethcr constitu tcd 

57 .2% of the perpetrators. Therefo re, detail ed analysis of the soc io-economic 

characteri sti cs of victims and perpetrators helps to understand the preva lence of sex ual 

abuse of children. 

Many of the sexual abuses of children remained unreported. According to Amnesty 

Internat ional (2000: 13), "many cases of sexual torture and abuse go unrepo rted and 

unpu ni shed, because the girl s are too ashamed to tell anyone what happened to them." 

However shame on the part of vic tims is not the onl y reason for not reporti ng abuses . 

Other reasons which keep victims and their parents from reporting abuses must be 

explored. 
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1.3 Objectives of the Study 

In view of the facts mentioned above, the general objecti ve of the study is to ex plore the 

socio-cultural and economic fac tors contributing to the preva lence of child sex ual abuse 

in Yekka Sub-city of Addis Ababa. 

The specific obj ectives of the study are to: 

Identi fy the different forms of child sex ual abuse; 

Describe the family characteri stics of abused children; 

Assess the reasons for under reporting of sex ual abuses; 

Identify factors that contribute to child sexual abuse; and 

Examine the characteri stic features of perpetrators. 

1.4 Significance of the Study 

The study prov ides interested people with informati on on the situati on of sex uall y ab used 

children and encourages further studies on the subj ect matter. It ca n also help co mmunity 

\vork ers and service pro viders better understand the seri oLisness 0 f the prob lem in the 

area. 

1.5 Delimitation of the Study 

This study delimits itself to Addi s Ababa particularly to Yekka Sub-city. The researcher 

found it difficult to conduct intervi ews with perpetrators. Therefore, the in fo rmation on 

the characteri stic features of perpetrators is obtained frolll the victi ms and their paren ts, 

neighbors of the perpetrators, and the police. The limited sample size can also be taken as 

another delimitation of this study. 

1.6 Operational Definition of Terms 

Child: anyone under the age of 18 (CRC, 1989). 

Sexual Abuse: "Can invo lve fondling, masturbation, vag inaL oral and anal contact and 

is therefore not limited to sex ual intercourse. Sexual abuse may also in vo lve the use of a 

::hild fo r prostitution, pornography or exhibition" (UNFPA, 2004:3). 
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Child Sexual Abuse: "any sex ual contact between an adu lt and a sex uall y immature 

child fo r purposes of the adu lt 's sex ual grat ification; or any sex ual contact to a child 

made by the use of force , threat, or dece it to sccure the child 's part icipat ion; or sex ual 

contact to whi ch a child is incapable of consenting by virtue o r agc or powe r di ITerential s 

and the nature of the relationship with the adult" (Richter et ai, 2004 :99). 

Rape : "rape is defined as non-consensual penetration of vagina, mouth or anus by the 

peni s" (Cotterill , 2007:2). 

Abduction: " is the forcibly , fraudu lentl y or dece itfull y taking away or a wo man with 

intent of seducing her or to illicit sex or compelling her to marry a person aga inst her 

will " (Ah uj a, 1987). 

Incest: "sexual intercourse between relatives within the prohibited degree or relationship 

defined by the law" (Flowers, 1986:8). 

Methodology 

1. 7 Research Design 

The di fferent methods that are appropriate to undertake thi s research are descri bed below. 

The overall obj ective of this study is to explore the soc io- cu ltural and economi c factors 

that contribute to the sexual abuse of children. Thus in order to meet the resea rch 

objectives both quantitative and qualitative research methods are used. The quantitative 

resea rch method is used to examine the socio-econom ic characterist ics of the vict im 

children and the perpetrators. It can also be used to understand the preva lence of chi ld 

sex ual abuse in the ten sub-citi es. On the other hand qualitative resea rch method is found 

to be valuable so as to learn more from the experiences of the vict im ch il dren. thei r 

families, the perpetrators and memhers of the community as well. 

1.8 Data Sources 

In th is study, both primary and secondary data sources were used. Primary data were 

gathered through in-depth interviews with victim children and their parents. key 

info rmant-interview with vari ous professionals, and fGD s with child protec ti on uni t 

wo rkers and community leaders. On the other hand , secondary data were obtained from 
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documents, journals, books, fil es, reports and data sets. With rega rd to informati on on 

sexuall y abused children, Ri chter et al. (2004:2 1) stated: 

Child sex ual ab use va ri es by features of the eve nt, th e ex pericnce 
of the child , the circulll stances under whi ch the abuse takes place. 
and the effects of the ab use on the child and the fa mil y. Thi s more 
precise ly spec ifi ed knowledge about child cx ual ab use rcs idcs ill 
poli ce fil es, in the no tes of service organi zati ons, in whispercd 
di sclosures between frie nds and famil y, and in the memori es of 
chi ldren and perpetrators. 

1.9 The Study Area 

Yekka Sub-city is one of the ten recentl y establi shed sub-citi es of Add is Ababa whi ch is 

located in the eastern part of the city. It is bounded by Oromya Regional tate in the 

north and east, Bole Sub-city in the south , Kirkos Sub-c ity in the outh-west, Arada Sub­

city in the west, and Gulelle Sub-city in the north wes t. The sub-c ity has an esti matcd 

tota l area of 8,546.43 hectares. It is divided in to eleven keheles that also include some 

rural keheles. 

According to Addis Ababa City Adm ini strati on Population Profi le (2006) , Yekka Suh­

city has a total population of 355,575 of whi ch 165,69 1 are males and 189,884 are 

fema les. 

The reason for se lecting thi s sub-city as a research site is out of the assumpti on th at it is 

one of the sub-cities which have hi gh prevalence rate of child sex ual abuse. 

1.10 Participants of the Study 

Thi rty two victim children. 25 fema le and 7 male, participated in thi s research . Out of 

th is, the researcher interviewed 23 children while 9 children fill ed the questi onnaire 

themse lves. Fifteen parents (guardi ans) of the victim children also parti cipated in the in­

depth interv iew. Eleven individuals from di ffe rent organizations such as IFSO, FSCE, 

AC PF, Yekka Sub-city CPU, ane! Addi s Ababa Police Commission CPU were used as 

key informants. Some community leaders, CPU workers and NGO professiona ls have 

parti cipated in the FGDs. 
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1.11 Data Collection Techniques 

Document Review 

In orde r to determine the preva lence of chil d sexua l abuse in Add is Ababa, the da ta on 

victim children from the ten sub-citi es were co ll ec ted ('rom Addi s Ababa Police 

Commi ss ion CPU. The stati st ics on children between age 16 and 18 was obta ined from 

the Po li ce Commiss ion's Central Intelli gence Department because the CPU did no t have 

complete data for thi s age category of children. The info rmati on on the sex and age of 

victim children and perpetrators as we ll as the major types of exual ab use is rev iewed . 

A va i lable literatures on the "ubject matter we re also rev iewed. These i Il clude books, 

research reports, journals and reports 0 (' NGOs. 

Sampling 

The poli ce fil es of Yekka Sub-city CPU indicated that a total of 131 fema le and 12 male 

children sexual abuse cases were reported to the CPU from 2005 /6 to January 2008. Thi s 

to tal number of victims was taken as a sampling frame and a sample of 32 victim 

children, 25 fe male and 7 male were se lected using purposive sampli ng mctho I. 1\ 

questio nna ire was used in order to co ll ect the necessa ry inform at ion from respondc nts. 

The victim children were contacted th ro ugh the help of Yekka Sub-c ity CPU workers. 

[11- depth Interviews 

Describing child-centered resea rch techniques, Way ness (2006:45) sta ted , 

"Conversational techniques are central to a qualitati ve approach, fo r they hi ghli ght the 

respondents ' understanding of themselves and their social world ." Merri am (1988; in 

Me ron, 2006:3 6) al so stated, "Thi s format allows the resea rchcr to respond to the 

situati on at hand , to the emerging wo rld view of the respondents, and new ideas 0 11 the 

top ic. " Therefore, open ended questi ons were prepared in order to allow the in te rviewees 

to express themselves more free ly. 

Interview guide was used and the interviews were tape recoded afte r the consen t of' the 

part icipants was secured. In cases when the children were too yo ung or too shy to peak , 

parents (guardians) were invo lved to descri be the incidents. All the interview were 
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conducted in a fl ex ible manner. The interviews ve rba tim we re imilledi atel y tr,lll scr ibed 

while the researcher was in fresh memory. Field notes were also taken in the process. 

The interviewed victims and their pa rents (guardians) we re co ntacted through the help of 

Yekka Sub-city CPU workers and profess ionals from some NGOs. 

Focus Group Discussion 

Thi s method is fo und to be valuable so as to tri angul ate and ex haust di pu tab lc issues. 

In fo rmati on was also gathered through FG D with the conce rned bodies such as wo rkers 

of child protecti on units, the policemen, community members and some parents of the 

vict im children. In describing its advantage, Fli ck (2002 ; in Meron, 2006:37) stated. "Tn 

FGD correcti ons by the group concerning views that are not co rrec t. not soc iall y sh<l re or 

ex treme are avail able as means for va lidating statements and views." In thi s study three 

FGDs were conducted using FGD checkli st. The main points of the discussio n include 

the major contributing factors to the sexual abuse of chil dren, the soc ietal views toward' 

victim children, and reasons for LInder reporting of sex ual abuses. 

Cases studies/Life histories 

Case hi stories from sexuall y abused children help us to know much abo ut the problem. 

Emphasizing its importance, Yin (1984:23) stated, "case study research excels as 

bringing us to an understanding of a complex issue or obj ect and can ex tend ex peri ence 

or add strength to what is already known through prev ious research". Therefore, Cases of 

eleven children, 8 femal es and 3 males were presented. These cases we re se lec ted from 

the major types of sexual abuses. Thi s info rmation shades li ght on the contri buting 

factors to the sexual abuse of children. 

1.12 Procedure of Data Collection 

Two stages of data co ll ection procedures were followed. 
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Pilot Study 

In the first stage of the study the necessary interview guides , questi onnaires, and rGD 

check li sts were prepared . Then the resea rcher carri ed out a pil ot study with two victim 

children, one incestuously abused girl and a boy who ex peri enced ana l inserti on. The 

guides and check li sts were later de ve loped and translated into Amharic fa r the purpose of 

safe and easy communication. Some professionals were also consul ted in ord er to share 

their knowledge on the topic. 

Main Study 

The researcher had prior awareness that many of the sexual abuse cases are found in the 

po li ce files . Accordingly , in order to have access to the vari ous sources of informati on. 

the researcher first went to Addis Ababa Police Commi ss ion and secured pe rmi ss ion. 

Then different individuals from Addis Ababa Police Commission CPU and Yekka Sub­

city CPU were contacted. 

Through the assistance from Yekka Sub-city CPU work ers the victim chil dren and th cir 

paren ts (guardi ans) were contacted. The sampling method used to selec t vict im chillrcn 

was pu rpos ive. The children and their parents (guardi ans) were asked if' th ey wcre willing 

to parti cipate in the study. The in-depth interviews were conducted with their full 

consent. The CPU workers also showed their willingness to parti cipate as key inf'o rmants. 

Individuals from different NGOs were also contacted in order to use them as key 

informants for the study. The NGOs include IFSO, ACPF, CHAD-ET, OPRIFS , EWLA. 

AN PPCAN , and Organization aga inst Gender Based Violence. These NGOs prov ided the 

researcher with secondary data rel ated to the topic of the study. Some of them also helped 

the researcher to get victim children for in-depth interview. Some profess ional s of these 

NGOs participated in the FGDs. 

Close rapport had been establi shed with all participants of the stud y before the interviews 

ane! FG Ds were cond ucted. In the interviews and FGDs process , field notes were also 

taKen. 

The questionnaire was distributed to the victim children and was later co ll ected by the 

researcher. 
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The data co ll ec ti on process took a total of two and hall' months. Finall y, the co ll ected 

data was prepared for ana ly ·is. 

1.13 Data Analysis and Interpretation 

Ge nerall y, descriptive stati stics were used for the analy is of the quan titati ve data. 

The qualitati ve data ob tained through in -depth interviews and FCJ I) s we re lirst 

transc ribed and translated in to Engli sh. The shorthand jottings in th e field note. we re 

also converted to full fi eld notes. After repeated read ing the data we r prepared and 

organized . Finally , the data were analyzed using themati c analy is meth od and 

tri angulation technique. 

1.14 Ethical Considerations 

Since the topic is sensit ive, the issue of ethi cs must come in to co n ·iderati on. I1 c1"ore (lil Y 

step of primary data collecti on, the researcher secured the con 'ent 01' all the pa rti cipants 

of the study. First ly, research obj ectives were arti cul ated v rball y and in written form to 

the participants. Second ly, the participants we re asked if the resea rcher co ul d tape reco rd 

the interviews. Hand writing method was used for those who were not willing to be tape 

reco rd ed. The interviews were also conducted in pl aces where the parti cipants wa nt ed to 

be intervi ewed. Finally, pseudonyms were used for the pre ented case hi stori es so as to 

protect and respect the privacy of the victim chi ldren and their famili es . 

1.15 Challenges 

The resea rcher has experienced some cha ll enges throughout the fi eld wo rk . One of th ese 

challenges was finding sexual ly abused chi ldren. Thi s is due to the fact that the top ic of 

the re earch is sens itive. Some parents (guardians) were not interested to allow their 

children to participate in the research . Some NGOs also showed reluctance to allow the 

children in their safe house to participate in the interview. The oth er chall enge was that 

due to busy working hours and meetings it was difficu lt to contact some key infor1l18nts 

and FGD participants on time. Sometimes the researcher had to rea rrange appo intments 

for key in fo rmants and FGD participants. 
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CHAPTER TWO 

Review of the Literatu re 

2.1 Definition of Child Sexual Abuse 

Ri chter et al. (2004:58) emphas ized the importance of definiti on . Accordi ng to these 

authors, too narrow definiti ons may defl ate fi gures of incidence and prevalence . The y 

also restri ct clear understanding of the problem. On the other hand , too broad delin itions 

may inflate figures of incidence and prevalence and also spoil our understanding of the 

problem. 

There is an agreement among some researchers that the use of different definiti ons create 

diffi culty on interpreting and comparing various resea rch findin gs on child sexual abuse. 

Hav ing pointed out lack of agreement on its definiti on, Milner ( 1998 ; in Richtcr et aI. , 

2004:58) tri ed to di stingui sh between co ntac t and non-contact chi lei se.\ u,t1 abuse. 

According to Milner, contact sex ual abuse is where there is physica l co ntact between thc 

abuse r and the abused. It is a kind of non-genital and genital touching as we ll as vag inal 

and/ or anal sexual intercourse. On the other hand , non-contact sex ual abuse may include 

ex hi bitioni sm and exposing children to pornography or prostituti on. 

The Federal Ministry of Health (2008: 14) also divided chi Id sex ual abuse into penetr<lt i ve 

and Ilon-penetrative. Exhibitioni sm, fo ndling, use or ex posure to porn ography and 

soli citati on to engage in sexual activity are non-penetrati ve acts. Simil arl y, Costin et al. 

(1996:5) explained non-contact sexual abuse as pornographic photographing of a child 

invo lved in sexual acts as well as permitting or encouraging a child to engage in offenses 

against public morality. 

Some writers defined child sexual abuse in relation to consent. According to Taylor and 

Stewart (199 1 :211), children cannot consent because they do IlOt rea ll y know what sex i 

Moreove r, they do not have the power to say 'no' . Young chil dren cannot ex peri ence 

se:\ ual fee ling in the same way that an adul t does because of sexual im matu rity. Even 

child ren who are engaged in sexual ac ti vity cannot understand what the adu lt ge t out or it. 

On the other hand children are sociali zed to respect and obey their elders so th ey may fee l 

that they cannot say 'no' to an adui t. Children are also dependent on 'adults for so many 
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things and due to thi s dependency they are not free to say 'no' to the adult. Ad ults also 

have the power and authority to make the children obey. Drive r and Droiscn ( 1989:4) 

also stated that lack of knowledge and experience as we ll as lega l or psychologica l 

freedom on the part of the ch ildren prevent them 1'1'0111 re fu ing consent. The Federal 

Min istry of Health (2008: 13) stated, "Even if the minor wa ag ree in g to th e act, she/hc 

cannot legall y consent due to her/hi s age." 

Therefore , all the above explanations on consent lead us to the defini ti on of chi ld sex ual 

abuse as "Any sexual activity with a child irrespecti ve of the consent or the chil d" 

(Finke lhor, 1979). Tomison (1995, cited in Richter et al. 2004) put Kempe and Kempe's 

defini ti on of child sexual abuse as "The in vo lvement of depcndent , dcvc lopmcntall y 

immature children and ado lescents in sex ual acti vi ti es wh ich they do not full y 

comprehend, are unable to give informed consent to and that violate soc ial taboo of 

fam il y ro les." 

Many authors defined child sex ual abuse as a sexua l contact between an adult and a 

sexuall y immature child. For instance, Tay lor and Stewart (199 1 :200) stated that "c hild 

sex ual abuse is when someone bigger or older than the chil d encourages the child to 

engage in sexual acti vity." On the other hand , some literatures i nd icate that the sex ual 

ahuse of children by each other is treated as unimportant. ror example. Dri ve r and 

Dro isen (1989:6) indicated that boy ' under fifteen are found to be abusers of small 

ch il dren. Sometimes very young boys may abuse not onl y chi ldren but also adu lt women. 

2.2 Different Forms of Child Sexual Abuse 

Rape 

Rape has two forms. The two forms of rape. accord ing to Flowers (1986:77). are 

statutory rape and fo rcible rape. Statutory rape is a kind of' sex ua l interco urse betwee n an 

ad ult and a child below the age of 16 or 18 through the 'consent ' of th e child . On thc other 

hand. forc ible rape of chi ldren is a sex ual intercourse between an ad ult and a chil d 

through the use of force . The most important characteri stic featu re of fo rcib le rape is that 

most l'C\pists as we ll as vict ims are young. 

Original (1996:35) has put the fol lowing explanati on concerning rape: 
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Rape is beli eved to be increasing all over the worl d. It is considered a 
shame to the victim and rarely reported. Sometimes when an adult gir l 
is raped it is said , 'she asked for it. ' But when it comes to chil dren thaL 
.i ustification cannot apply and the shock should reve rberate. The 
debates about 'resistance' or 'consent' on the part of older victims do 
not serve for children. Hence rape against a child is one of the most 
heinous crimes that one can imagine. It is beli eved that the pri mary 
obj ecti ve of rape is to humiliate and subjugate the victi m th us 
bolstering the fee lings of 'power, superi ority and ma culinity of the 
offender.' Others blame it on pornography, while yo ung boy consider 
it as an adventure they want to practice. 

According to the Federal Mini stry of Hea lth (2008 : 13) rape in general can be any ac t of 

non-consensual sexual intercourse (peni s-vagina or peni s-anus) . With regard to the 

behav ior of perpetrators, The Lutheran World Federation (198 7:23) statec/ . 

"psychologica l tests of known rapist show no di ffe rent personality trait s from other men 

except for an inability to control angeL" The overwhelming majority of rape are of a 

male upon a female; a few are of a female upon a male. Rape al 0 ean be homosex ual, 

whi ch is by a member of one sex upon the same sex (Ronald and Juliette, 1982:45). 

Incest 

The wo rd incest derives from the Latin word 'Incestum' meaning has te and low (fl owers, 

1986 :8). According to Encyclopedia Britannica, incest is di vided into parental incest and 

sibling incest. Parental incest is a type of sexual abuse offended by parents of either sex 

on children of either sex. Sibling inces t is a kind of consensual sex ual intercourse 

between brothers and sisters of the same age. In connec ti on to parenta l incest, 

Prendergast (1993 :31) stated, "In parental incest the main characte ri sti c is that due to 

their biological connection, the offender(s) deve lops a perception that he/she owns the 

children and that the child/children owe him/her something in return for brining them into 

the wo rld , feeding and clothing them, etc. By lheir rea li za ti ons, the abuser therefore has a 

natu ral ri ght to use them in any way he/she chooses. i Il clud i ng sex U<l II y." 

Some de fined incest in terms of power relati on. Fore examples, The Lutheran Worl d 

Federati on (1987 :21) defined incest as "a sexual act perpetrated by an adu lt aga inst a 

child who is dependent and li ves under the power and control of the adult. " However, 

many wr iters defined incest in terms of blood relat ion. According LO the Afri can Child 

Policy Forum (2006: 13 ), incest is the type of sex ual ab use perpetrated against girl s 
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yo un ge r than 18 years by close ly related fami ly members. I3()SIOn WOlllell 's I k,t1lil 

Co llective (1989 : 177; in Tay lor and Stewart, 199 1 :202) also taled, "Mo t sex uc:t1 <Ibusc 

of children within the family is incestuous and invo lves olde r male relat ives and yo ung 

fema le children, in families of every class and color." 

Incest is sa id to have been the most under reported form or chile! sex ual abuse. Accordi ng 

to ACPF (2006: 14), " it is difficult to determine its preva lence pa rli culmly in Arri can 

fam ilies. Incestuous abuse goes unreported due to the relati on between the pe rpetrator 

and the victim and the concern of parents and other family members to protect the honor 

of the fa mil y rather than protecti ng the ri ght of the victim ." 

Child Pornography 

fl owers ( 1986:82) defi ned child pornography often ca ll ed "K iddies porn" i\\lel "Chicke n 

porn" as "photographs, films, books, magazines, and moti on pi cture that dep ict chil dren 

under a certain age (primarily under age 16) invo lved in sex ual ex pli cit ac ts, both 

homosex ual and heterosexual, with one another or with ad ults." 

According to Finkelhor (1 986:8), changes in sex ual attitudes and beha viors have 

contributed to the problem of sexual abuse. Ea rli er taboos of scx ua l ac ts have hce n 

eroded partly due to the avail ability of popular pornography. In f in ke lhor's words, "The 

world of pornography always needs new frontiers to conquer to promote new sa les . Thi s 

med ium has been quick to exploit the theme of sex with children." 

There is consensus among many scholars that the sexual ab use of chil dren is ass isted by 

pornography. The perpetrator shows pornographic film s or photos to the child either 

before or during the assau lt in order to initiate the child for such activ ity. Chi ldren who 

li ve in a house where pornography is widely used are not safe frol11 sex ual abuse (D ri ve r 

and Droisen, 1989: 191 ). 

A study by Getnet (2008 :71) indicated that there is an increasing dema nd for watching 

pornographic video film s in Add is Ababa. The st ud y fu rther sugges teci til at th e lluIll be r 01' 

underground video houses is increas ing in different corners of Addis Ababa. These 

po rn ographi c videos are readil y ava il ab le and even children are in vo lved in selling these 

film s and other pornographic materi als, Baker (1992; in Schwarth and Dekcscrdy, 
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1997:85) tated , " Pornography tell , men that women secretl y enj oy rape .. The constant 

repetiti on of false informati on is a key part in the maintenance or any oppress ion: the 

more it is repeated, the larger the number of people (even in the 01 pressed group it se lf) 

who are likely to come to beli eve it is true." 

With regard to the producti on and di stribution of pornographic materi als, Richter et a l. 

(2004: 147) wrote the following: 

At the time of their stud y, Maree and Vander Marwe discovered abollt 
one million Internet users in Africa. According to these resea rchers, 
there were 80,000 pornographic si tes on the net, with 200 more being 
set up everyday. Some of these sites contain child po rn ography and 
also facilitate ongoing commercial sex ual exp loitation o f chil dren. 
They also wrote that there is clea r ev idence of chil d sex bein g 
arranged over the Intern et. 

Pedophilia 

Flowers (1986:76) and Driver and Droisen ( 1989: 13) stated that pedoph ili a, also known 

as chi ld molestation, is a term used to describe circumstances in wh ich mcn preferred 

children for sex rather than adults. According to Flowers, it is the most common form of 

sex ual abuse which also includes non-violent sexual contact between an adu lt and a ch ild . 

Thi s form of sex ual abuse may consist of ge nital viewing or lo ndling, orogcllital CO llt dC \' 

penetration , and any other immoral or indecent behavior using the sex ual parts or organs 

of chi ldren. Richter et al. (2004:30) also stated, "Children are frequentl y drawn into and 

maintained in quasi-egalitarian sexual acts with pedophil es through a combinat ion of 

enti cement and threat." 

In the 1970's there was a gro up of pedophi les in Britain that campaigned lo r the right of 

adll lt men to have sex with children. Later on , the group changed direct ion and instead or 

campaigning for the ri ght of ad ul t men to have sex with chi ldren, it campaigned for the 

ri ght of ch ildren to have sex with ad ult pedophiles (Driver and Drorsen, 1989: 14) . 

Ex hibitionism 

"Exhibitionism refers to the intent ional, inappropriate exposure of male ge ni ta l to either a 

woman or chi ld . Children ale also victims of thi s form of sexua l abuse. It most frequentl y 

happens in places such as parks, st reets, theaters, etc. However, when a child i the 
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ex hi bitioni st's target, the act of ex posure most frequentl y occu rs in or nca r school s and/or 

playgrounds and in cars" (fl owcrs, 1986 :80). 

Abduction 

The di cti onary definition of abduction , acco rding to Andargachew (1996: I 0) . is an 

"unlawful carrying away of a woman for marri age or immoral intercourse. The wo rd 

kidnapping or capture is sometimes used interchangeably with abducti on." tudies by 

Original (1996:38) and Andargachew (1996: 12) assoc iated abducti on with rap because 

in most cases abduction is followed by rape. 

There are various reasons for abducting a youn g girl. One is when the girl ' s par nts 

refuse to betroth their daughter to the yo un g person who wo uld likc to marry hel'. 

Secondl y, when parents decide to give their daughter in marri agc to somcone else and the 

girl shows preference to another person the later abducts hel'. Th irdly, when a gi rl has a 

lovcr but she knows that her parents dec ide LO give her in marri age LO someo ne else. she 

suggests to her lover that she would like to elope with him so that he abduct hel'. rinClll y, 

abducti on occurs when the parents of a would be husband cannot arrange a marri age 

feast. The person who abducts the girl may rape her in the process (A ndargachew, 

1996: 12) . 

Child Marriage 

Child marriage is also considered as a form of child sexual abuse because there are 

instances at which the child brides are victimized. In most cases child brides perform 

sex ual intercourse when they would be old enough for sex. Commonl y, chil d brides stay 

with thei r parents until they would be ph ys ica ll y mature for sex ual interco urse However, 

in cases where the girl is sent to li ve \.v ith a wo ul d be husband befo re shc reach puberty, 

there might be a ri sk of some kind of sex ual abuse (Taylor and Stewart , 199 1: 205). 

Ori gi nal (1996 :35) also stated that child brides may sometimes become wives of 

pol ygamous men and suffer. These brides who are not ready for marri age face mcdi ca l 

problems or runaway to big cities and become prostitutes. There are also parent s who 

give their daughters to wealthi est persons due to a system or dowry. Girl s are also gi ven 

in l11 aniage as a payment of debt. 
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Child Sex Tourism and Child Prostitution 

A stud y by Getnet (2008: 73) indi cated that there are indi viduals who connec t youn g girl. 

with foreign visitors. Most of these indi viduals are taxi dr ivers and brokcrs who arc 

engaged in giving services for foreign visito rs. They are also ve ry close to many chil d 

prostitutes. In connecting attractive girl s with foreign touri sts, they generate good amoun t 

of'mo ney from sex tourists and the girl s as wel l. UN ICEF (200 1: I I) stated that boys are 

also targets of sex tourists in many parts of the world . 

Child prostitution is also a form of child sexual abuse. " In developing co untri es it may be 

part ly assoc iated with the growth of touri sm. Deve lop ing nati ons such as Thail an I. 

Sirilanka, Philippines, and India have the largest incidence or child prostituti on" (Tcdla. 

1996: 59). 

Flowers (1986: 80) defined child prostitution as "the use o f' or parti cipati on by childrcn 

under the age of majority (usuall y age 16) in sex ual act · with adul t or other minors 

where no fo rce is present. " According to Flowers, child pros tituti on diffe rs I"l"O m tatu tory 

rape and incest in that it involves payment, usuall y in money as well as enti cements to the 

chi ld or the child 's pimp. Flowers further stated that even children who are too yo un g are 

occasionall y sold by parents who are involved in sex-fo r- se ll industry. 

With regard to the factors that fo rce children into prostitution, Flowers (1986: 81) wrote 

that many children leave home because of violence, abuse, neglect, loneliness and lack o f" 

attention. Richter et al (2004: 145) also stated that the hi gh proportions of children 

involved in prostitution have sexually and physically abusive backgrounds. Although 

many authors broadly defined child prostitution, others ident ilied some problems with the 

defin itions. For example Richter et al. (2004: 147) stated: 

Many children who are sexuall y abused by members o f" th eir 
family do not di sclose the abuse or f1 ee from their home precise ly 
because they fear losing the protection and reso urces assoc iated 
with their home and family. In an overl y broad approach, th is 
could also be viewed as a form of commercial sexual exploitati on, 
as could girl s who agree to have sex with teachers to have their 

outstanding school fees ignored. 
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2.3 Factors Contributing to the Sexual Abuse of Children 

2.3.1 Socio-cultural Factors 

Finkelhor (1984:25) stated that the characteri stic of the chil d', parent. is strongly 

associated with child sexual abuse. According to Finkelhor, girl s with step fathers are 

more vulnerable to sexual abuse than those who live with biologica l fathers. The e girl s 

are victimized not only by their step fathers but also by somco ne else because they get 

little or no care from their step fathers. 

Girl s whose mothers are absent or unavail able are also hi ghl y vulnerable to sex ual abuse. 

Finkelhor further stated that mothers pl aya pivotal role in the protecti on of daughter . 

Girl s whose natural mothers are di stant have many unlllet emoti onal needs They 8re 8t 

hi gher ri sk partl y due to a lack of adequate supervision. Such girl s arc 111 0rc su cClt ib le to 

the ploys of a perpetrator. Mothers are also important in teaching sex ual malleI'S to their 

children. In line with this, Finkelhor (1 984 : 27) stated, "Victimi zcd girl s we rc much morc 

likely to have mothers who were punitive about sex ual matters. These mothers wa rn ed, 

sco lded and punished their daughters for asking sex ques ti ons, l'o r masturbating, and l'o r 

looking at sexual pictures much more often than usuaL" 

The fa ilure of parents in openly di scussing sexuality with their children also put the 

children at ri sk. Studies (Finkelhore, 1984) and Debebe (2007:36) indi cated that onl y 

ve ry few parents discuss sexuality with their children. Lack of awareness on sex ual 

matters is the riskiest factor that lay the ground fa r the victimi za ti on of children. In some 

cultures di scussing sexuality is prohibited . For example, Getnet (2007 :2) stated, "In the 

contex t of the Ethiopian socio-cultural system, it seems that even talking openl y about 

heterosexuality is a social taboo, let alone male sexual abuse." 

Richter et al. (2004: 103) emphasized patriarchal structure or soc iety as contrib utory 

fac tor for child sexual abuse: 

Patriarchy leads to the subordinati on of wo men causing thc hi stori ca l 
patterns of systematic violence directed against fem ales. Although 
feminist expositions vary , they have a central uni fy ing fac tor that 
violence against women and children is about male control over 
women. When attempting to understand child sex ual ab use, it is 
important to explore its connecti ons with the eve ryday sex i m, which 
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is embedded in the patri archal structure of soc iety and ensures th at the 
experi ences of women and girl children are sil ence and Ill ade 
in visible. The root of adult patri archy li e in chil d soc ializa tion 
practices . For example, boys learn that it is soc iall y approved to 
control and to be masculine, while girl s are implicitl y thought and 
learn to accept gender-based inequality as normal. Moreover, the 
language used for girl children encourages feeling of in feri orit y and 
submiss ion. Studies show that the kind of sociali zati on girl s and boys 
undergo during childhood contributes to maintain gender inequali ty 
and abuse. 

Another issue related to sociali zation and child rearing prac ti ces, acco rding to Richter et 

al. (2004), is that of children's sil ence. Children are culturall y thought to obey an I respect 

their elders. Therefore, they do not report when they are abused by a lult because they 

may be puni shed. If the perpetrator is a member of the famil y and most o ft en a bread 

winner fo r the famil y children never tell their abuses because they may losc economic 

provision. Under thi s situati on the sexual abuse Illay contin ue for a long period or ti me. 

Therefo re, children's sociali zati on in to obedience and silence may contri bute to their 

violence. 

Changes In sex ual attitudes and behav iors from time to time also contri bute to the 

problem. Finkelhor (1984:8) argued that these changes have aggravated the problem but 

are less likely to create it. According to him, trad it ional and ex ternali zed controls over 

sexual behav ior are eroded by the newly emerging sexual attitudes . [n Finkelhor's words, 

"f orces such as the religion , parental authority , and traditi on no longer have as much 

norms as in the past. One result has been that many peo ple are confused abou t the state of 

sexual norms. What are permiss ible and what are taboos types of sex ua l behav ior? 

Standards are unclear and in nux. " 

Studies by Getnet (2008:4) and The African Child Poli cy Foru m (2006:8) indicated that 

some cultura! practices also contri bute to the sex uai ab use of children. Tradi ti onal 

prac ti ces such as child marri age and FGM increase the num ber of run ways who migrate 

from rural areas to urban centers in order to escape such cultur,d pract ices. These chil dren 

become highl y vulnerable to sexual abuse after they join city li fe in sea rch of job. 

According to ACPF (2006: 8), "Earl y and often fo rced marriages, the payment of a bride 
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pri ce and po lyga my are all synonymous with violence aga inst girl s, who arc rcd uced t 

sub-human assets belonging to men." 

The onl y ava il abl e employment opportunity fo r yo un g girl s who mi grate from rur~d mcas 

to urban centers is domestic work. Girl s who are employed as house maids are hi ghl y 

vulnerable to sexual abuse which is perpetrated by male house hold head of the fam il y or 

their male children (Getnet, 2008 :3). 

Trad iti onal be li ef'S, myths and cultural norms in SO I11 cultures also ex pose children to 

sexual abuse. For instance, the belief that sex ual intercourse with a yo ung girl can cure 

HIV/AIDS has led to an increase in cases of sex ual violence again st girl s in some parts of 

Afri ca (AC PF, 2006:8). 

2.3.2 Economic Factors 

In fact poverty and poor soc io economic condition arc not ab olut e C<lusa ti ve factor. fo r 

chil d sexual abuse; however, the ir contribution to the preva lence of sex ual abuse is vc ry 

clear. Fo r example, ACPF (2006 : 12) stated , "Poverty does crea te the conditi ons of 

helplessness, lawlessness and vulnerability that provide a perfect climate for violence 

agai nst chi ldren." 

Many children are separated from their parents because of the increa in g rate or divo rce 

parti cul arl y in the urban areas. Famil y break down whi ch is partl y a result of deepen ing 

poverty forces children to li ve with single parent famili es or their non-bi ologica l parents 

that cause lack of basic parenta l love anct protection which make them easy targets of sex 

offenders. Children from broken fami li es are also vulnerab le to streets whi ch exposes 

both girl and boy children to different form s of sex ual abuse. There are instances by 

whi ch girl s from broken fam ilies are empl oyed as housemaids. In such cases the girl s 

may receive sexual requests from brokers. Even they are ex posed to sex ual abuse by their 

employers due to hierarchical nature of relati onship between housemaids and employers 

(Gdnet, 2008:28) 

Another link between poverty and sex ual abuse is that poor fam il ies are fo rced to li ve in 

overcrowded conditi ons. Dawes (2000; in Richter et aI. , 2004:7 1) stated , "Over crowd ing 

limits the possibility of separation between sexuali zed adul ts or teenagers and children . 
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Addit ionall y, in these situati on , co-slceping is orten necessary and may pro idc 

add itional opportunities for sex ual abuse." Debebe (2007:6 1) al 0 pu t the a sumpti on that 

i r opposi te sexes live in congested setti ng and hare the samc bcd, th e i tuM i on crea tcs 

opportunity for the perpetrator to commit sexual abusc. 

Children who are engaged in ri ski est jobs due to deepening p vc rt y arc vulncrable to rape 

because in most cases these children stay out late or travel very earl y lo r hawk ing 

(Ri chter et ai., 2004: \35 ). These authors further stated that poverty al 0 fo rces parent t 

leave alone their children for long periods so as to attempt to sccure some income fo r the 

family. Children whose parents are away from home mo ·ti y 'p nd as much timc a 

poss ible away. Both these conditions increase children's vulnerability In the 

neighborhood. Also many children do not attend ch 01 and spcnt most of their timc 

outside the schoo l compound due to the inab ility of parents t pay schoo l Iccs and 

provide schooling materials fo r their ch ildren. Thi s situati n al 0 contri bute t childrcn' 

vulnerability to sex ual ab use . 

Generall y, poverty forces parents to go and wo rk lo r longer peri od o r time (I W, I Y rl'om 

their children. It also contributes to fami ly breakdown which in turn Push children to 

engage in ri skiest jobs such as domestic maid , street vending, prostitution, etc. All these 

co nd iti ons contribute to the prevalence of child sex ual abuse. 

2.4 Child Sex Offenders 

In the majority of cases, sexual abuse is perpetrated against girl s and boys by male 

(Kell y, 1998:60). Very few women are ident ifi ed as abusers of children. With rega rd to 

wo men perpetrators, Driver and Droisen (1989:9) Stated , "Women rarely abuse children 

and yet, in the few cases that have come to li ght, public outrage against female abu ers 

reflects soc iety'S contradictory ex pectat ions of wo men." These authors al ' 0 stCl teci that in 

some instances the mother over stimul ates a male child in the absence of th e fath er from 

th e fami ly. 

Young boys are also found to be abusers of small children. However, the abuse of 

chi ldren by each other has been treated by many resea rcher as unimportant (Dri ver and 

Droisen , 1989:6). These writers further indicated that boys may assault not only children. 

but adu lt wo men that include even their mothers when the boys grow olde r. 
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Many literatures indi cated that most chil dren are sexuall y abused by intim ate ad ult s such 

as parents, relatives, lodgers, neighbors and other adults re ponsiblc lo r the c(l re 01' the 

children (F lowers, 1986:75; Finkelhor, 1984:4 ; Kelly, 1988:60; Ri chter et ai, 2004: I 0 I). 

In a survey study in Ethiopia, Kenya and Uganda, ACPF (2006:59) indicated that 35% of 

the rapes aga inst girls were perpetrated by immedi ate famil y members or another 111 ,tl e 

relat ive. 

Other than family members and neighbors, children are also at ri sk by trusted individua l 

such as teachers, doctors, baby sitters, priests or other men in au thori ty they trust. These 

indi viduals as well as famil y members and relatives are usuall y trusted persons in a 

positi on of authority over the child . Trust and authority crea te opportunity i'or th em to be 

alone with the child and to persuade or force the child to agree lo r sex ual ac ti vity (Tay lor 

and Stewart , 1991 :208; Richter et aI. , 2004: 101 ). 

r inkelhor (1984: 7) stated that children who li ve with a tep fa ther or moth er's boy fri end 

are at hi gher ri sk than those who live with their natural fath er. Children's Vulnerab ility to 

sexual abuse may have increased these days due to their ex p sure to more -tep fa th cr , 

mother'S lovers and boyfri ends as a result of increasin g num ber 0 1" divo rce <Ind re 

coupling. 

The vulnerability of children to strangers is much less than the persons kn own to them. In 

line with thi s the Boston Women's Hea lth Co ll ec ti ve ( 1989: 168 cited in Tay lor and 

Stewart , 199 1 :202) stated, "Despite popular myth , , Strange r dan ge r' po e mllch less 

threat to children. Yet parents teach children to expect dange r from strange rs, not from 

trusted authority figures , and the violation of thi s trust is often confusing and 

fri ghtening." 

With regard to the employment status of perpetrators, Ori ginal and et al (2004: 157 cited 

in Save the Children Sweden, 2006 : 18) stated that the majo rity of perpetrators are joble s 

and those attending secondary school. According to Save the Chil dren Sweden (2006, 1 J), 

"low income earners with lower educati onal leve l for their being unaware of' the 

consequences of their acts and lower moral standing are in the hi ghest category of 

offe nders." Kelly (1988:60) also stated that the poore t and most afnu cnt groups are 

among the highest perpetrators of children. 
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The other im portant issue is the way perpetrators Li se to subdue children or make tiJ em to 

cooperate for sexual activity. Accord ing to Getnet (2008: ., I). the 1110 t !'rcqllen t 

mechanisms used by child offenders to abuse ch il dren include decep ti on, in vitati on t 

recreati onal places, gifts and other material offers, using force , thrca tening, us ing p wer, 

and snatching properties. Sometimes perpetrators also use fr iend r intermcdi ari es to 

subdue yo ung girl s for sex ual intercourse. Taylor and Stewa rt ( I <)<) I: 198) also indica tc I 

that the perpetrator might simply ab use hi s power over the ch il d, or th e child 's trust. love, 

need for affection and approval, or innocence of sex ual matters. Wi th rega rd to th e 

strategies used by perpetrators, London Rape Cri sis Center ( 1984: 91; in Tay lor and 

Stewart, 199 1 :2008) stated, "Like all men who rape wo men, mcn who scx uall y assa ult 

girl s do not do so out of some sudden uncont ro ll able sex ual des irc. They pl'1Il in ad v(1nce 

what they are go ing to do, and when the opportunity ari se thcy ca rry out their plall. They 

normall y do it whi le the girl s' mother is away, say in hosp ital, or on shi ft wo rk, whil e 

they are left in so le care of the girL " 

2.5 Reaso ns for under Reporting of Child Sexual Abuse 

As far as reporting sexual abuses is concerned, the survey stud y in ·thiop ia, Kenya and 

Uga nda by AC PF (2006:60) indicated that 83.6 percent 0 (" the girl s in Ethi op ia did not 

report thei r ab uses to anyone. " In the small number of case where the incident was 

reported, the girl s usually told si blings, re latives or fri ends. In very few case was th e 

incident reported to the police." 

The main reason for under reporting of sex ual abuse, as indica ted by some stud ies 

(Elliot et aL, 1995:590; in Cossins, 2000:20 I; Ri chter et aI. , 2004 :66; Taylor and Stewa rt , 

199 1 :212), is the act ion taken by perpetrators. Perpetrators also use Ii rfe rent mechani sms 

after they abuse children so as to keep the children fro m reporting their abuses. 

According to Nyandiya-Bundy (1986: 2; in Taylor and Stewart, 199 1: 198), ad ult men 

Nho sex uall y abuse children give rewards of sweets, pocket money or threats of violence 

o keep the secrete guarded. In such cases the sexual abuse may con tinue for a long time 

nd if identified it is through STO or in the resulting pregnancy. 

'he other reason which allows the sexual abuse of children to stay hidden i the 

nconscious fr ight by parents. The fr ight is out of the interest to keep th c very foundat ion 
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CHAPTER THR EE 

C h a r acte rist ics of Y ictim C hil d re n a nd Factors C on t r ib uti ng to C hil d 

Sex ua l A buse 

In thi s chapter the characteri sti cs of victim chil dren li ke se:\ and age co mpositi on. ramil:­

characteristi cs as we ll as the fac tors contri buti ng to the sex ual ab use 0 r ch i Idrcll \,,'i II be 

presented and thematically analyzed based on the data co ll ected from the fi eld and from 

Add is Ababa Poli ce Commi ss ion records. 

3. 1 C ha racteristics of Victim Children 

3.1.1 Sex of Victim C hildren 

In thi s section attempt is made to show the pre\'alence of chil d sex ual abuse and whi ch 

sc" is the most vulnerable. Acco rdi ng to the data from Add is Ababa Poli ce Co mmi ssion 

CPU. the total number or Female victims compared with th e malc sho\\'s Ih ,ll sc" ual ahuse 

is morc a problem or female chi ldren than male chi ldren. 

Tab le 1: Sex of Victim C hil d ren by Vea r 
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Taking the total number of victim children for each stati sti ca l yea r, the hi ghest figure 

(69 1) is recorded in 2000 (2007/08) . The next hi gh number of victim i recorded in the 

yea r 1999 (2006/07) which is 560. The fi gure for the year 1998 (2005/06) seems to be 

almost similar to that of200 1 (2008/09) if the compl ete ligure lo r thi s year is ex pected to 

be doub le. 

The same is true if we separately compare the fi gure to r male victim s and fem ale vict ims 

for each stati stical year. The highest fi gure (629) is aga in rec rded in 2000 (2007/08) 

foll owed by 1999(2006/07) . The num ber of female victims in 200 I (2008/09) is aim st 

closer to that of 1998 (2005/06). 

The table also shows that the num ber of vic tim chil dren i in (I n ill crc(l sill l.!. r(ll e for holiJ 

sexes except for the year 200 I (2008/09). Becau 'e the data for thi yea r is 11 t compl ete, 

we cannot tell whether the number of victims will be hi gher or lower than th r stati ti ca l 

years. The number of male victims in 1999 (2006/07) increased by 21 ca es (38.9%) fr m 

1998 (2005106) . The number of female victims is also increa 'ed by 57 case ( 11 .3%). 

Comparing the number of male victims in 1999 (2006/07) to that of 2000 (2007/08). the 

number of victims for 2000 (2007/08) increased by 8 case ( 12. 9%). The number of 

female victims also increased in 2000 (2007108) by 123 cases ( 19. 5%). However, when 

we compare the data of2000 (2007 /08) with a half year data of 200 1 (2008 /09), a uming 

that the complete data for thi s year will make double; the number of victim in 2001 

(2008/09) is lower. 

In terms of sub-cities distribution in 1998 (2005/06), the hi ghest num ber o j" victim 

children is reco rded in Kolfe Keraneo which is 82 cases (17%). Addi s Ketema ranked 

second by 78 cases ( 16.2%). Kirkos fo llows Addi s Ketema by 71 cases (14.7%) . The 

lowest number of cases is reported in Akak i Kaliti in 1998 (2005/06) which is 2 1 (4.' %) . 

Rcgarding the highest number of female victims the same I altern is obse rved i.e Ko l rc 
Keranio ranked first and Addis Ketema second while the fi gure for Yekka is simil ar to 

that of Kirkos which is the third highest case. Regarding the number of male victims, 

Ki rkos with II (33.3%) recorded the hi ghest followed by Addis Ketema and Yekka each 

wi th 6 ( 18.2%) victims. The lowest case of male victim is recorded in Kolfe Keraneo, 

Bole and Nifas Sil k Lafto each with I (3 %). 
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In 1999 (2006/07) the hi ghest Ilumber of cases o r victim childrcn W<1S <1ga in rcp0 ri cd 10 

Kolfe Keraneo CPU which is lI S cases (20.5%) fo ll owed by Gul ele 75 ( 13.2% ) and 

Addi s Ketema 68 (12.1 %). The lowest case was reported by Arada wh ich reco rd ed 33 

cases (5 .9%). Regarding female victims, Kolfe Keraneo holds the first rank by 11 2 cases 

(22 1%). Yekka ranked second by 59 cases ( 11. 7%) foll owed by Add is I(e lema 58 

( 11 .4%) of the cases. Arada with 22 (4.3%) is the lowe I in remale viclims in 1999 

(2006/07) followed by Akaki Kaliti and Lideta each wi th 26 (5. 1 %). In terms or Jll ale 

victi ms, Arada and Kirkos lead by II cases each (20.4%) fo ll owed by Addi s Kctema 10 

(18. 5%) and Gul ele 7( 13%). The lowest number of male victim s is that of Niras Silk 

Lano which is on ly I. 

The fi gure for 2000 (2007/08) is totally different for the sub-citi es. In terms of 10lal 

number of victim children, Add is Ketema took the lead from Kolle Keraneo whi ch was 

the lead ing sub-city for the years 1998 (2005/06) and 1999 (2006/07) . In 2000 (2007/08), 

the total number of victim children in Addis Ketema is 103 (14.9%). Gul ele ranked 

second by 97 children (14%) followed by Kirkos (12.3 %). In term of female victim , th c 

ranking order is Addis Ketema, Gul ele, and Yekka. Thi s yea r also witnesscd hi gh number 

of male victims in Lideta and Kirkos sub-citi es . Each of thcse sub-cili cs recorded 14 

(22.6%) of the total male victims. Add is Ketema with II cases ( 17.7%) (o ll ows Lidc ta 

and Kirkos. The lowest number of male victims is reported to Arada, Yekk a and Akaki 

Ka l i ti each wi th 2 cases. 

The half year data of 200 1 (2008/09) also tells us about the preval ence of sex ual abuse of 

children. Within six months period, a total of 249 cases of victim chil dren is recorded in 

Ihe poli ce fil es in Addi s Ababa.The hi ghest number of thi s is report d to Gul ele ub-city 

CPU wh ich is 41(16.5%) of the cases followed by Addis Ketema, Lideta, and Yekka 

which holds 12.8%, 12.% and 11 .6% respectively. Regard ing femal e victiJll s, Gulel c is 

the hi ghest 37 (16.7%) and Akaki Kaliti is the lowest II (4.9%) . Addi s Ketema with 6 

(22 .2%) is the highest in male victims. Kolfe Keraneo , Akak i Kaliti and if a Silk Lano 

are the lowest each with I (3.7%) male victims within six months of th e year 

200 I (2008/09) . 



In the aggregate, the highest female victim is recorded in Kolfe I(eraneo sub-city whi ch 

is ( 15.2%) compared with the lowest number of victims in Akak i Kalit i (4 .6% ). On the 

other hand, the hi ghest male victim is recorded in Kirkos Sub-c ity lor all yea rs whi ch 

make up 2 1.6% of the total. Akak i Ka liti has the lowest (3 .4%). 

Female victims out number male victims, and one poli ce offi ce r from PU. tated the 

fo ll owing: 

Our society by in large is heterosexual and the sex ual ab u e or male 

child ren is a new phenomenon in the city. Moreover, fe male chil dren are 

more vulnerable to sex ual abuse than male children due to va ri U ' soc io 

economic and cultural fac tors. The reporting of abuse also cl i fr rs 

between the two sexes. The abuses of gi rl children are better reported than 

that of boy children. Thi s is because of the soc ietal view on sex ual 

matters. The abuse of a girl child is considered as ' normal' and that or (\ 

boy child as abnormal. If a male child is raped hi s parents consider it a if 

death happened to him . Even if the abused child is psychologica ll y strong 

and wants to report the case to the poli ce hi s parents prev nt him 1'1'0 111 

do ing that. Male victims are also considered by the co ml1l unity as 

homosexuals. 

The above observations and the qualitati ve results from other key informants revea l that 

the sexual abuses of male children are mostl y under reported. According to Belay 

(2 008: I), "The problem of sexual abuse and ex ploitati on of boys in Ethiopi a is denied, 

under reported, and in many cases it is considered a taboo." Sex ual abuses 0 f' boys are not 

reported by parents on time due to fear of sti gma and discrimi nation on their chil dren. 

Those who even report the cases later do not fo llow up the case (Oebebe, 2007:66). 

Generally, the data from Addis Ababa Police Commiss ion shows that the sex ual abuse of 

child ren is prevalent in the city. 

3.1 .2 Age of Victim Children 

Data on age of victims is important to examI ne why a parti cul ar age group IS more 

vltlnernb le to child sexua l abuse than others. The data from the parti cipants of this stud y 
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as we ll as rrol11 Add is Ababa Police Commiss ion sho\\ tha t chi ldrell he t\\een 'Ig.e () ,lll d 

15 arc more vulnerable to sex ual abuse than other age groups. 

-
1998(2005/06) 

Table 2: Age of Victim C hildren by Yea l' 
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catego ry of 9- 15 is hi gher than other age groups in most of th e sub-c iti es except fo r 

Arada . Ko lfe Keraneo . and Gulele. In these sub-citi es there were more victim chi ldren in 

the age catego ry o f 16- 18 than other age groups. The number of victim childrcn under 

age ni ne is less than other age groups. 
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Study participants also identified the age category of 10- 14 a the 111 0stl y victimi zed 

group . 

Table 3: Age of Victim Chi ldren by Level of t<:ducation 
-
Educational Age 

- - -
Tolal '1., 

Level 1-4 5-9 10-14 15-18 

KG 1 3 - - 4 12.5 
--
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.... _._---------- ------------_._--- ----- - -5-8 - - 5 5 10 .11.2 

---_._--
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---- --- .- ----
5 32 ,. 

(Yo 3.1 34.4 46.9 15.6 
-----

L 100 
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Concerning education, the majority (56.3%) of the children were in the educati onal leve l 

category of 1-4 when the sexual abuse occurred to them . Those in the educa ti onal leve l 

catego ry of 5-8 constitute 31.2%. The rest (12 .5%) attended kindergarten. Tahl e three 

also gives us information on the age of the sex ually abused children. The pe rcentage 01' 

children in the age category of 10-14 is (46.9%). Children aged between 5 and 9 ranked 

second by 34.4% followed by those between 15 and 18 whi ch is 15.6% of the cases. The 

total percent of victim children who are below the age of 14 years is 84.4 %. 

Researchers on sexual abuses of children came lip with differing conclusions as to whi ch 

age group of children is the most vulnerable. A study by Save the Chi Idren Sweden 

(2006: 8) found out that the age category between 11 and 18 is the most vulnerabl e gro up 

while another study (Original et aI. , 2004: 155; cited in Save the Children Sweden 2006 :8) 

indicates that girls between 16 andl8 are highly vulnerable. On the other hand , Hailu 

(200 '1 :45) maintains that female children between the age of 9 and 15 years are more 

vulnerable than other age brackets. Debebe (2007:33) al so shows that male chil dren in 

the age category of 10-14 years are highly vulnerable. Similarly, the quantitat ive data of 

thi s study show that children between age 9 and 15 were the most vulnerable. However, 

most of these studies may refer to the reported cases from the CPUs. cou rt s or medi ca l 

reports to corne up with such results. In line with th is, a k y informant tated the 

foll owing: 
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The cases of yo ung gi rl s between 16-1 8 year old are th e mo t under 

reported . There is the view among our community that the e girl s are old 

enough for sexual intercourse. Therefo re, their victimi zati on is not we ll 

recognized by the community. The ch ildren them elve do n t tell th eir 

abuses because they see it as normal. Even if they tell it is secn as il'thcy 

' consented' for it. 

In connecti on to the above mentioned view, Finkelhor (1984: 11 9) tated, "as children get 

to be 15 and 16 people see them capable of engaging in exua l ac tiv ity wi th older 

pa rtne rs under conditions of 'consent' without it automati ca ll y being il /'orm 0 1' ab ll sc ." 

Richter et al (2004: 135) also indica ted that many yo ung girl s arc sex uall y ah ll sed by 

'consent ' due to the rewards they get from the 'sugar daddies.' 

In a concluding remark a key informant maintains that children below the 

age of 15 are highly vulnerable due to physical and mental immaturity and 

their trust for adults . But if the underreported cases are include I you ng 

girl s above IS years are found to be the most vulnerab le to sex ual ab use. 

3.1 .3 Origin of Victim Children 

Table 4: Victim Chi ldren by Place of Birth 

F--Place of birth Frequency Pucen t 
.-.-~- -

Add is Ababa 15 46.9 
- - --- . _---- - .. I Outside Addis 17 53. 1 

l 
'-l Total 32 100 

Table 4 indicates that the majority (53 .1 %) of the children were born outside the capita l 

while the orig in of 46.9 % of the children is Add is Ababa. It is obvious th at these 

children came to Addis Ababa due to various soc io-economi e reason 

Duri ng the in-depth interview, the victim children put three reason fo r thei r co ming to 

Add is Ababa. One reason was that some of the biologica l parents of the chil dren are not 

ali ve . The second reason for rural-urban migrat ion of the chil dren wa th al omc of th e 

parents are separated. Thirdly, some of the ch il dren came to A Idi s Ababa beca use their 
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parents are very poor. All these situati ons /(nced the child rcn to join cit y lill: . These 

po ints are furthe r strengthened by one FGD parti cipant , a p li ce oni cc r: 

Children migrate from rural to urban areas due to 'oc io econ ml C and 

cu ltural factors. These children are encouraged by indiv idual s (m tl y 

relatives) to join city life. These relatives promi se parent that th y will 

send the children to schoo l. However, they never end thcm to school. 

They use them as housemaids for themselves. Even if' th ey all ow them to 

attend school it is in the evening. Some relati ves per uade th c children to 

be employed as housemaids elsewhere but they take the sa lary for thei r 

personal use. 

During the data collection period most victims told the re ea rcher that they had been 

brought to Addis by their relatives either to live wi th them or t be emp loyed a 

housemaids. Children who live outside their place of ori gin are found to be among the 

vulnera ble groups. A number of studies proved this fac t. Fo r example, Ge tn t (2008:3) 

indicated that the si tuation of children migrat ing from rural areas to urban centers lue to 

va ri oLlS reasons is challenging. 

Case 1: Maregua 

I \vas born in Gonder. / am eighteen years old now. / came 10 Addis in 200·1 10 live \1 'ilh 

my aunl because my parenls are very poor. After some monfhs slay 'wilh my allnl, she 

look me 10 someone 's house 10 be employed as a babysiller. My employers allowed me 10 

allend school in Ihe evening Bul one day they told me 10 drop 0111 0/ school fo r Ihe 

reason / don 'I know. J was sexually abused in September 2008 while / was looking /0 1' 

anolher job. 

One afternoon J wenl 10 a hroker 's house. Bul he was nol in Ihe hOllse. I mel someone 0 1 

Ihe gate He is a friend of the broker. / guess he was in his late Ih irlies. He said 10 me, 

"whal do you want?" J lold him thaI/ was looking/or ajoh. He promised me Ihol he 

\I'ould f ind me a good job. Then he took me to his house. As I enlered Ihe house, he 

immedialely locked {he door. When / asked him why he did iI, he said {o me, "Sil and lake 

some reSI. Then J will take you 10 the place where I can find yo II a joh . . , I re IIsed 10 sil 
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hilI he persuaded me. He also inviled me 10 (f Clip oj" leo. Tllell he di.I"/J/(ll'ec/ 0 

pornographic video. llold him 10 Slop hUI he rejilsed 

!-Ie asked me to have sex with him. 1 told him to lei me oul. !-Ie Ir ied 10 deceive me soying 

Ihol he would marry me i( J consented fo r sex. But 1 re(used . .. 'il down , " he sho lil ed 0 1 

me. 1 laid him that J would shout unless he permilled me to go. He Ihen threatened me hy 

o small kni(e. He also ordered me to take off my clothes. 1 did so. !-Ie pulled dOl l'n his poir 

o( Irousers and lay me on the bed. Then he raped me. When he slopped he gOl'e l17 e some 

I(( hlets and J svvallowed them. Finally, he gave melive birr and said, "Go home . .. I wenl 

10 my employers and J told them what happened. They took me 10 I police stalion Cind I 

reporled Ihe case. Finally J went to the broker's house wilh Iwo policemen ond Ihe 

perpelralor was arrested through Ihe help o(the broker. 

3.2 Factors Contributing to Chi ld Sexual Abuse 

3.2.1 Familia l Factors 

The fa mil y plays pivotal ro le in protecting chi ldren from any kind of dange r. Therefo re, 

discuss ion on the family characteristi cs of the victim chi ldren enab le u to understand 

the sexual abuse of children. Finkelhor (1984:25) stated that the characteristic or pa rent 

are strongly linked to the sexual victimization of chil dren. The data at ha nd al 0 

complement thi s fact. 

Table 5: Living Situation of Victim Chi ldren Du rin g the Abuse 
r--' .~.-----

Living situation Frequency Percent 
-- - -
With both biological parents I I 34.4 

With biological mother alone 
.., 9.4 j 

With biological father alone I 3. 1 

With biologica l mother and step fa ther 3 9.4 

With biological father and step mother I 3. 1 
--

Guardian who is a relative 10 ~ 1.2 
- - -- - -_. -

With employer 2 6.3 

On the street I 3.1 

Total 32 100 
L- _ _ ---.--- --
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Chil dren who lived with their biologica l parents when the abu e h(lil pened to th em mak e 

up 34.4% of the responses. Those who li ved with one or their bi olog ica l pa rcnt s acco unt 

for 25%. There is also high percent of children who li ved with guardi an ( ) who is a 

relati ve (3 1.2%) . Those who lived with employers were 2(6.3%), and nl y I child lived 

on the street. 

The li ving situation of children might put them at risk. According t Fin kelhor ( 1984), 

chil dren who live with their biological mother are Ie. s vulnerable to ' cX ULiI ahuse than 

children who live without their biol og ical mother. The data on the li ving "ituClti on or the 

children in table 5 indicates that nearly 50% of the children had li ved without th eir 

natural mother when the abuse happened to them. The qualitati ve informati on obtained 

fro m FGDs and various key informant interv iews reveal that the 'e tYIl s r chi Idren arc (It 

hi gher ri sk because they lack protecti on and adequate supervi ·ion. Ilowcve r. thi s d cs not 

necessarily mean that children who live with their natural mother are ·(l (c. Rmh Cl'. it 

minimizes the ri sk of victimi zation . 

Some mothers also bring opportunistic men into their houses. These m n ab use chil dren 

after they join the family. Finkelhor (1984:25) stated that children who live wi th their 

step father are among the most vulnerab le groups. The reaso n is th at step fa ther. are more 

abusive than biological fathers. Also stepfathers give little care for th eir daughters than 

biological fathers. Therefore, these children, according to Finkelor, are vi ctimi zed by 

someone not necessary their stepfather. During the interview with key in formants, onc 

po li ce officer from CPU noted a case of ten years old girl who was raped by her step 

father as follows : "A man of fifty nine marri ed to an old woman. Hi s pla n was to inherit 

the house of the woman after her death . The woman is a guardi an of the girl. She brought 

her from the countryside. The man, the woman and the girl used to sleep in the same bed. 

Thi s man fina ll y raped the girl." 

The level of education of parents of victim children is also an important fac tor. There is a 

strong asse rti on that the more educated the parents of the chil d. the Ie the vulnerab il ity 

of the chi ld . This is due to the fact that better educated parents or gua rdian ar b ti er in 
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caring for their children than those who are less ed ucated (Fink l: lhor, 1984 :27). The d,IUI 

obtained from the field also strongl y complement thi s as erti n. 

Table 6: Educationa l Characteristics of Victim C hi ldren' s Parents 

- --I Educational characteristics Frequency Percent 
Parent (s)/guardian (s) have no any kind of education ---- -

f-
18 56 . 

Both parents/guardians have primary education ----
4 12.5 

-- -~.--. 

-----Onl y male parent/guardian has primary education 
9.4 f-. 

Onl y female parent/guardian has primary education - --- --
2 6.2 

---Both parents/guardians have secondary education - . - --
2 6.2 

Only male parent/guardian has secondary education ._- - --
2 

1-. 
6. 2 

Only female parent/guardian has secondary education I 56. 

Tota l - -
32 100 

- -*-- - --.. -----
- --

The educational characteristics of parents/guardi ans of victill1 chil dl· n sil o\V th 'll the 

majo rity (56.3%) have no any kind of educati on. Children who e parent /guardi ans havc 

prill1ary leve l of education account for 12.5%. Children who reported that one of the 

parents/guardians has primary level of education constitute 15.6%. 

The issue of di scussing sexuality with chi ldren is strongly associated wit h the levc l of 

educat ion and awareness of parents. During the data co ll ec ti on process frolll the fi eld . 

parents/guardians who responded that they had ever di scuss d sexuality with th eir 

children were found to be those who have some kind of educati on. The data froll1 the 

field indicated that, only 9.4% of the families had ever di scussed sexuality wi th their 

children. Finkelhor (1984) in his study of Boston f1:unili es and Debebe (2007:36) in hi 

study of male children sexual abuse in Addis Ababa also found out that few parent 

di scuss sexuality with their children. In fact, poor or low leve l of' educa ti on is not the on ly 

fac tor which prevents parents from discussing sexual matters with their children. 

Different reasons were forwarded by parents during the in-depth inter iews. me 

parents said that they never thought that their children would be sex uall y ab used. With 

regard to thi s idea, one FGD participant stated the following: 

-
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Many people are not aware of the sex ual ab use perpetrated on chil dren. 

Even those who have the awareness understood it on ly a a problem r gi I'i 

children. Some parents who came to the poli ce to rep rt the ase r their 

victim girls blamed themse lves of hav ing girl children. Bu t when we lold 

them that male chi ldren are also victims of rape these parent s we re 

amazed. 

The other reason forwarded by most of the parents was that they I~nd it diffi cult to 

cii sc uss sex uality with their children because of the tradition. A Study by Gctnct (2007:2) 

indicated that in the Ethiopian tradition sexuality is not openl y li scu eel becau e I' the 

social taboo. 

Children and their parents/guardians were asked if they have ever di scus ed sexualit y in 

their home. The majority (90.6%) responded that they have never di cu 'ed sex uality at 

home. The frequency of parents/guardians who have di cussed ex uality with their 

children is onl y 3(9.4%). 

Another fac tor related to the victimi zation of chi ldren is the behav ior of parents. During 

the in-depth interview most (37.5%) of the children told the researcher that their parent s 

(guardians) neglect them. The qualitative information from FGD also confirms thi s idea. 

Acco rding to most participants of the FGD, children who have neglecting parents are 

vulnerab le to sex ual abuse. These parents do not foll ow up the da y to day activiti es 0 1' 

their children. Debebe (2007) also found out in hi s stud y of male chil dren's sex u,iI abuse 

in Addis Ababa that there are quite a good number of neglecting parents. Although some 

parents neglect children due to lack of intimacy and partly related to economi c reasons, 

there are parents who neglect their chi ldren whi le they are at home. Case number 2 below 

may support this view. 

Case 2: AJehegn 

Aleh('gn's mother was a child bride in Gojjam. She got marri ed when she wa even. h 

began to li ve with her husband 's fami ly when she became th irteen. However, he 

quarreled with her husband due to his bad character. Finally, she run away and came to 

Addi s. After she stayed with her sister for five years, she got marri ed to her pre ent 

husband who is a guard. They li ve in a small rented room in Fercn ay Legas iyo n. , he 
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gave birlh 10 Alehegn in 2005. Alehegn 's mother lell ' whal hapi ened to her rou r yei]r old 
child last December. 

The man who raped my son is Our neighbor. I guess he is a thirty two-year-old ad"l/. I Ie 

is mentally retarded. J took Alehegn to a nearby KCj(Jr registration. When lI 'e COlli e hock 

I had got sever headache. My land lady invited me to coffee. l1/ier the co/lee I lI'ent home 

to take a rest. My son was play ing at the CO llrt yord. I jet!1 asleejJ. II /1 /(/ /1 ill Ii 11/ ' 

neighhorhood took my son promiSing to buy him sweets. Then he took him to 0 neorhy 

river. He raped and left him in the river. My land lady saw my son lay in the ri ver while 

she threw garbage. She didn '[ realize that he was raped She hrollght him home (1 m / woke 

me lip. He was crying. She blamed me o/not caring /or him. 

I asked him what happened. He kept clying. When J looked at his hands I j()Jrncl tl l'e l7f)' 

.five cents. J said to him. "Who gave you these cents?" He told me the name 0/ the 

perpetrator. When J asked him why he cried he pointed to his buttock md kept 'olling the 

nome o/ the perpetrator. When I took down his pair a/trousers and looked at his onll.l' I 

saw some semen J was so aji-aid thaI my Son would get HI V virus. I immediately Il loshed 

his anus using SOal) and lemon 

I [hen went to the house 0/ the p erpetrator. He was not in the house. J met his older 

brother and J told him the case. He tried to p ersuade me not to leI! anyone else. He also 

told me that Ihe family would compensate for what had happened. J didn 'l agree with 

him. I went to the police stCition and reported the case. Two po/icernen came with me and 

pllt the pelp etrator under arrest. 

Children whose father is alcoholic are also identifi ed as the vu lnerable groups to sex ual 

abuse. During the in-depth interview some vict im children told the rc ea rcher lhat their 

fa thers are alcoholic . As one councilor from rFSO stated, "some alcoholi c fathers do not 

care for their children. Even these parents are found to be abusers of their own children. " 

In connecti on to this, one police officer during the FGD noted the cas of a girl who wa 

raped by her own father due to his alcoholic behavior. "The girl was ten yea r old . he 

li ved with her biological parents and her 12 year old brother. Her father alway came III 

drunk and quarre led with her mother. After long pati ence the wo man left the hou e . 
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Once, the Ill an came in drunk as usual Then Ile ell " cd til " lwe i ' II I 
. CI . '- e year 0 ( )0 )' ,1\ ay 

fro lll the house and raped the girl. " 

The case of a girl who was repeatedl y raped by her alcoholi c father is pre ented be l w . It 

strengthens the idea that some alcoholic fathers Ill ay sex uall y ab use th ei r own chi ldren. 

Case 3: BirtuJ{an 

I was born in .firru. I am twelve years old now. A/tel' the death o./my mother / cOll1 e to 

Addis Ababa with myfather three years ago. My/ather was a hegga/'. / used to live with 

him in a p lastic shelter near a church around Kotebe. I was sexually abused/o/' the ./i/'st 

time in 2005. 

Once, myfather came in drunk ve/y late ut nigh!. I was waiting j(JI' hi171 in the plostic 

shelter. He entered into it and lay next to me. Then he asked me !i / wanted to eot. Wh ' n / 

agreed he took some bananaji"om a plastic bag and I ate them. He also Rave me 'tello ' 

(Inc! I drunk it. Then we slept Afier/ew minutes my/ather hegan to tOllch me in (/ sC!xllol 

monner. He a/so pulled the hlanket oil me and tried to take oil Illy IInc/enlleo/' . / said. 

"No, dad, please do not do thaI. " He warned me to remain silent. / l llas so (!/i'oid / cO llld 

not talk. He then puffed my legs and he lay on top of me so I could not breathe. / Cl'iec/j(JI' 

him to stop but he kept saying "keep quiet or I will beat you. " Finally he /'aped me. I/e 

woke up early in the morning and washed in my private parts and took me with him /0 ,. 
begging I was nine years old at that time. 

Th,.ee year.\' later, l11y father started another job. He heca/1/ e a doily lahore/'. / Ie olso 

,.ented a single room house with 35 birr. He got married to a woman. EvelY night he 

came drunk and beaten her up. Finally she left the house. My father married to many 

Women but his marriage ends up with divorce because he quarreled wilh them vl'hen he 

took too much alcohol. A/ter he divorced his last w{/e myfather raped me j(n' the second 

time in OClober 2008. 

One night he came drunk as usual. I was in the house 0/ my neighbor. He called me and 

asked me vlihy I wen! there. I told him that I was so a/raid to stay alone. He insulted me. 

FIe rejilsed to eat dinner and slept without taking oJJhis c/othes. j ate l77y dinner and slept 



nexl 10 him. In the midnight he took down his trou ·er.\" and lay on lop q( me. I cried/or 

him 10 slop. Our neighbor nexi door heard when I cried hili s li e 11/()lIglil lliol II(' 1\ '(/ .\ 

punishing me. He raped me/or !he third lime. He woke up early inlhe l170rn ing om/soid. 

.. You mus! not !ell anyone about this. " Then he leji the house. I 10 ked Ih , door ond 

cried. A g irljrom our neighbor heard me and came. She said, .. Whal is wrong Il'ilh Y OII. 

Why are you crying? " I laId her everything because I decided nO I 10 li ve wilh my/olher. I 

planned to run away. 

The g irl told the case 10 her elder sisler. They took me 10 Ihe police ,I"/o lion und I reporled 

Iho /. The policemen told me that they would put him uncleI' arresl. Then Ih ey look me I() CI 

rehab ililalion cenler. Now my.lather is injail. 

The qualitative information from FGD also indicates that some mca ure taken by par nt ' 

put children at ri sk. One FGD participant said , "Some chi ldren with alc h li c fath r. ar 

vulnerable to streets. Even at normal times parents cha e away th ei r chil dre n i"rOIll th eir 

house as a pun ishment for showing bad discip line. Therefore, the e chil dren bccome 

more suscepti ble to the ploys of perpetrators." 

3,2.2 Econom ic Factors 

Different writers refer to poverty as a contributing factor to child ex ual abuse. Fo r 

example, Flowers (1984) and Richter et al. (2004) stated that the majority of chil d ex ual 

abuse occurs in low income, low occupational and low educated familie . The da ta 

obtained from participants of this study also strongly complement thi s a se rti on. 

Table 7: Family Inco me of Victi m Children 

Mo nthly Income In Birr Frequency Percent 

<400 15 46 .9 

40 1-600 7 21 . <) 
_ ._---_. --------- --

60 1-800 6 1 S.7 

>800 4 12.5 
_ ._- --- -

Total 32 100 

The monthly income of the fami ly of victim children helps to a e their onom l 

Situati on, Therefore, during the data collection process, the parent (guardi an ) of the 
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victim children were asked to estimate the monthl y income of th ei r fa mil co rdingl, 

those who earn a monthly income of less than 400 birr CO n titute 4690/ !\ tl " I 90/ 
. / 0. no )el _ . I U 

li es under the income category of 401-600 birr per month . The 1 ~lmili es who I ~tli under 

the income category of 601-800 birr per month aCCount lor 18.7% or the response. The 

rest (12 .5%) earn more than 800 birr per month. In aggregate, those who e rn a m nthl y 

income of less than or equal to 600 birr per month constitute 68.8% f the r I n e . 

As indicated in table 7, most of the families fall in the lowest income ca tegory. Mol' ov 1' , 

the qualitative data obtained from victim children and their parent · indi ate thell 111 0 t or 

the children's parents (guardians) have low paid jobs. These parents sl end 111 0 t or thei r 

time on work . 

Finkelhor (1984:26) said, "Daughters of mothers who worked were not at hi gher ri k, 0 

it is not simply a matter of a mother 's not being around the hOLlse." Howev 1' , th da ta 

obtained from the field never confirm thi s assertion. On the other hand , I awes (2002: 

cited in Ri chter et al. 2004) wrote, "children may be len alone lor long pe ri ods due to tile 

need for their parents to attempt to secure some income for the famil y u uall y away fr m 

home." Therefore, the data obtained from the participants of thi s study compl ement thi 

idea. Most of the interviewed children responded that their parents (guardi ans) we re on 

work when the children were sexually abused. The working condition of parents crea te 

opportunity for perpetrators to abuse children. Getnet (2008 :28) tated that girl s with 

single mothers are insecure when their mothers are away from home in order to ecur 

II1come. 

Victim children and their parents were also asked to tell whether the parents were around 

during the abuse. Accordingly, 81.2% of the victims responded ' 0' to the questi n. 

Onl y 18 .8% of the parents of victim children were around when th e chil dren were 

abused. 

The difficult working conditions of parents also contribute to the sex ual abuse of chil dren 

even if the parents take the children with them. In connection to thi one FGD part icipant 

indicated the following: 

I know the case of a recently raped child. She is eight yea rs old and Ii e 

with her mother. They live by collecting firewood . Her moth er used to 
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take the girl with her because the girl helped her mother in coll ecting 

firewood . Once while collecting firewood few di stances awa y frolll her 

mother, someone gagged her mouth and raped her. Pinall y she beca lll 
HIV positive. 

Moreover, a key informant from IFSO noted a case of the mother who e ch i Id r n had 
been raped as follows: 

The woman is a daily laborer. She has two daughters aged li ve and seven. 

A year ago she took them with her to wash clothes for some ne who was a 

bachelor. While washing in the compound of the man, he took the children 

inside saying that they would watch TV with him . Then he perf'o rmed ral, 

anal and vaginal sex to both of them and bathed them. At the end he 

warned them that they would be slaughtered if they told their ab use. Later, 

the mother identified the abuse and reported to the police. 

A Study (Richter et aI., 2004: 135) indicated that children in poor 1 ~ 1I11il ic s pcll'li cui<ll'i y 

those in deepening poverty may engage in risky activities. These children stay out late or 

travel very far for haWking. The data obtained from FGD and key informan t interviews 

also complement this idea. One FGD participant stated, "Children from poor fam ili es 

spend most of their time on the street se lling kola , cigarettes, chewing gums and the like. 

These children can easi ly be deceived or kidnapped by perpetrato rs." 

Children who migrate from rural areas to urban centers due to poverty , fam il y brea kdown 

and death of parents are also targets of perpetrators. 

In relation to poverty, lack of facilities in the living places also contributes to the sex ual 

abuse of children. During the in-depth interview with the victim children and their 

parents, two children told the researcher that they were raped in th e neighborh ood whe n 

they went to watch TV. Some li ving places particularly slum areas are also dangerous /'0 1' 

children. The case of two girls presented below further illustrates thi s point. 

Case 4: Melat and Beza 

Melat , nine, and Beza, eight are sisters. They li ve with their grand parent at a place 

call ed Shola. Their grandfather is a guard. Their grandmother is a housewi fe. Melat i a 
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student of grade four and Beza is in grade three. The man who rap d b th r th em \ as il 

guard in a kindergarten which is closer to their house. Their house is without '\ [ il et. The 

family uses the toilet in the neighborhood. Members of the famil y ha e walk and pass 

through a KG where the perpetrator worked. Melat narrates what hapi ened I her and her 

sister in 2007. 

IlI"as going 10 the toilet located some dislances away /i'om the K ' The g llard who stood 

at the gate a/ the KG called me and took me inlO the guard room. Ife gave me a loC!/(l 

hreud and stayed until / ate. Then he locked the guardroom und p,oRgee! III)' 1I1 () lIth. I Ie 

Iljiee! me to the bed He pulled my clothes roughly ond roped tne. When he SIO/)/Ji'e! he 

look an old pair o/trousers and cleaned the blood/rom my privole /]Orls. The SilllOl ion 

was so pain/it! Ihat / urinaled on Ihe bed. He took me down/i'om the hed and soicl 10 me, 

"You musl nOl lell anyone. f/you tell, your father will kill you. " He also promised 10 IJ/ly 

lI1e sH:eels. Then! .venl home hut / didn 'I disclose the abuse to anyone. 

Another day, the man called me again and gave me biscuit ·. He then laid me to play in 

Ihe guardroom. f rejilsed because / was so a/i-aid Ihat he would rape me ((goin. I Ie 

promised me he wouldn'I. f Iried to run away but he Ii/ied me 10 Ihe guardrooll1 . When I 

shouted he gagged my moulh. He lay me on the bed and raped me for the second lime. 

When he stopped he gave me one birr 10 buy sweets. 

A week Im er my younger sister and / went to the toile!. He called both of us. He gOl'e LIS 

sweets. He laid me to wail al the gale (lnd wOlch /or people oround. He I(lok lI1y sisler 

into the guardroom and locked the door. After some minutes he opened Ihe door ond 

cedled me Io.join them. He gave us two birr to buy sweets. He soid, ''Don 'I lell anyone. II 

is shamef ul. " He also promised to keep buy ing us sweets. 

The man raped us many times. He raped us in the guardroom as well as in Ihe class 

rooms. He also raped other children a/ier huy ing Ihem .\weels. lIe hllnled liS while Ire 

\i'en! to the toilel which is located next to Ihe KG. My sisler and I were so qfroid 10 lell 

UUr grondparents because they would beat us. 

One q/iernoon, my aunt who lives 'with us saw the guard laking my younger siSler 10 the 

guardroom. She was on her way to Ihe toile!. She immedialely entered inlo Ihe KG and 

knocked al the door 0/ the guardroom. When Ihe guard opened the door she asked him 



II 'h), he look her inside Ife lied 10 her sayin g he 11 '0\ 1017101 ' 11 ' 1'1// / . II 1' / . 
'- . _ 7(: 1 . . " (1//1/1 ( I( 1/ I 

believe him. She broughl my sister 10 Our home and heal en her liP. k l )' YOIIll,'.!, er siSler lolt! 

111)' aunt that the guard raped both olus. She slapped me 0 1 my/oce In Ihe lIIeon lillie 1//1 ' 

grand/ather came back pam work. He asked my aU!1l why she had bealen liS. S'he lole! 

him Ihe case. Our grandlather also had bealen us lVilh bell. lIe becollle nel"l 'OIlS. I/e 

ill/mediolely took us to Ihe police station and reported Ihe case. We lI'el1l I() Ihe KG II 'ilh 

li FO policemen. They pur the man under arrest. 

Table 8: llousing Situation of Victim Child /-ell's Fami lies by Fami ly Size 

Fami ly Size 
-

Housi n g 1-3 4-6 7-9 10- 12 Total 
-- --

situation No 0/0 No '1.. No '1.. No '1.. No 
--- -.--

One room 7 21.9 9 28.1 0 - 9.4 

Two roo ms 4 12.5 
.., 

9.4 
.., 

9.4 -' -' 0 

Three rooms 0 - 2 6.3 0 - 0 

> Three rooms 1 3.1 0 - 0 - 0 
---- -- .-

l~~~ tal _ 12 37.5 14 43.7 3 9.4 
.----. --

3 1).4 

Informat ion is also gathered on the housing situati on of the chil dren and th eir f~ll1lili e s . 

Accordingly. 59 .4% of the children and their famil y members li ve in a single rOO Ill 

housing uni!. 3 1. 2(Yo in [\,vo rooms. and 6.3% in three roo ms. There is oill y olle rallli l) lh al 

li\ es in a hOll s ing unit wi th more than three rooms. The tab le also sho\\ s that :17.:;°;. o r 

the children have 1-3 persons in their famil y, 43 .7% have 4-6 persoll s. l).4°,o h(l\c 7-9 

persons, and another 9.4% have 10-12 persons. Generall y, those who have more th an IQur 

persons in the ir fami ly (37.5%) li ve in a housing unit with a single 1'00111. 

The housing situation of the victim children's familie s and their slcep in g arrangements 

we re also concerns of thi s study. There is the assumption that sharin g the same bcd 

between male and female members of the famil y creates conditi ons for sc '\ual ab use 

pa rti cul arl y incest. In fact , poor economic conditions forced most of the faillilie s or the 

\ic tilll children (59.4%) to live in a housing unit with a sin gle 1'00 111 . Il o\\ e\'C r. or the 

lhree cases 01' inces tuously abused girl s onl y one girl shared a bed \\ ilh hl'\" 1~llher ("el' 

I') 

10 

2 

32 

I ~ , 

~I) .4 

JI.2 

(d 

J.I 

100 



casc 3). The other two girls did not share beds with the perpetrator (see case 7 (Inc! case 

8). Therefo re, although sharing the same bed creates conditions for in ccst, thi s docs not 

necessarily mean that all cases of incest are as a result of li vi ng in a c ng tcd ell ing and 

sharing the same bed . 

3.2.3 Socio-C ultural Factors 

Richer et a!. (2004: J 02); Getnet (2008:4); and The African Child Poli cy r rum (2006:2) 

show that some cultural pract ices such as early marriage, F M and abd ucti on are 

contributing facto rs for chi ld sexual abuse. The qualitative in ~ rm ati n fr 111 th 

participants of this study also strongly compliments thi s view. The ex ual ab usc r 
children is associated with such cultural practices. In co nnection to thi view, a key 

inform ant from Yekka Sub-City Police CPU stated the followin g: 

Children, particularly young girls migrate to urban center in order to 

escape such cultural practices. Most of these gi rl s are we lcomed by th 

brokers who deceive them to accept sexual requests. Moreover, many 

cases of girls who were raped by their employers were reported to the sub­

city 's CPU last year. On the other hand, early marriage al so influences the 

reporting of the abuses. Some mothers who get married at an earl y age do 

not report when their children are raped. Experiencing sex ual intercou rse 

during childhood, these mothers take the abuse of their ch il dren a norm al. 

Table 9: The Time When the Ab use Was Known 

T ime when the abuse was known 

After 

After 

A rter 
I 

~fter 
After 

-
six months 
_ . 

three months 
.- .-- --_. ---------_._---------------
two months 

.-
one month 

a week 

Immed iate ly 

Total 

--- -- -

.-

-

-.-~ 

i 

Freq uency 

3 

7 

4 

4 

5 

9 

32 
-_. 

Percent 

9.4 

21.9 

12.5 

12.5 
.- ---

15.6 

28.1 

100 

5 



Different factors prevent children tl'Olll reporting the ab use. Acco rding t III st victim 

children, actions taken by perpetrators after the abuse, the soc iali za ti on r th e children 

and also some societal views towards victim children and their fam ili e kel t th em "r m 

immediately reporting the abuse. As indicated in table 9, onl y 28. 1 % of the children 

immediately reported their victimization. The other children (15.6%) r ported th ca 

after a week. Most of the children (56.3%) didn ' t tell the abuse fo r mO r than a m nth . 

Another soc io-cultural factor that contributes to the sex ual abuse of chil drcn is th c 

practice of soc ialization of the children. In line with thi s view, one p li ce rli c r ' tated, 

"In our culture, children are socialized to be shy. This makes the exual abu r the 

children to stay hidden for a long period of time. Children are also sociali zed t simply 

accept what their elders tell them. Therefore, the perpetrators tell them t keep th reI 
guarded. " 

Table 10: Duration of the Sexual Abuse on the Children 

i-- Duration Frequency Percell t 
--

59.4 Only once 19 

Repeated for less than a month 5 15.6 

Repeated for less than three months 6 18.7 
-- -----Repeated for less than six months 2 6. " 

/-- -
Total I 32 100 L ----

Most of the children (59.4%) were sexually abused only once. The children who were 

abused repeated ly for a period of less than one month acco unt for (15.6%). Thc rcst 0" th e 

ch ildren (25%) were sexually abused repeatedly for more than a month . 

Finkelhor (1984:27) wrote, "A mother 's importance may lie in the specificall ex ual 

messages that she transmits to her daughter. Victimized girls were much more li kcly to 

have mothers who were punitive about sexual matters. These mother warn d, sco lded, 

and punished their daughters for asking sex questions, for masturbating and for looki ng at 

I . I " AI h I th eat from the perpetrator took sexua PIctures much more often than usua . t oug 1 I' 

th . . h'ld d "ng the in-depth intervie aid e Lipper hand, quite a good number of VIctIm c I ren UI I 
tl I . hid fi It shame about it. Due to th i lat t ley dIdn ' t report their abuses because t ey la e 
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reason chi ldren are raped repeated ly. One FGO parti cipant suggested, " thers \ ho an; 

responsible for the socialization of their children should pl ay a ' i g nifi C'~ nl r Ie in Ie hill I 

sex ua l matters to thei r chi ldren." 

Most of the children who were interviewed responded that they were s afraid I I 11t h I I' 

abuses because their parents (guardians) would beat them. A five yea r Id girl ' c 

reported by a police officer from Yekka Sub-City Police CPU during . ' 0 UI P rts th i 
fac t: 

One time a girl's mother came to report to the police thaI the man wh 

rented her hOllse tortured her daughter. The police sent th girl I a clinic 

fa]' treatment. But the doctors proved that the girl had been rapcd in 

add ition to the torture . When the police asked the girl why h didn ' t I II 

the rape to her mother she answered that her mother would b at h r. 

A key informant from IFSO also stated the following: 

Most victim children do not te ll their abuses directl y to their famil y 

members. Some of the abuses are identified after the victi III eh i Idren faced 

medical problems such as bleeding, bad smell and p ychologica l 

depression. These abuses are investigated mostly by parent , neighb rs. 

teachers and doctors. 

The above view is further illustrated in Table I I presented below. 

Table 1 I: Description of how the Abuse was Identified 

How t h e abuse was identified Frequency Percent 

After the cilild raid to a friend or neighbor 13 40.6 

In vestigated by a fami ly member 9 
r-------

28.1 

After medication 
-

J 3. 1 

After the child di~'ectly told to a family member 6 18.7 

--

Others -- .-- - -.., 
9.4 J 

1--

Tota l 32 100 
- - --

7 
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Onl y small number of the children (18.7%) direc tly reported th e 
a e 

members. In most cases (40.6%), children preferred to tell th ir abu 

neighbors. Abuses that were indirectly investi gated by fam il y member 

of the cases. In the category of 'others' (abuses that were direc tl y b 

their ('amil 

f'ricnds or 

by), there is 9.5% of the cases. The rest of the abuse (3 .1 %) wa,' idenlifi I aner lhl! 'hild 

was taken to a medical center because a symptom of sicknes wa ob 'er e I by a parent. 

Case number 5 below may better illustrate it. 

Case 5: Henok 

/ was born in Addis Ababa. I am ten years old now My/ather is (I guoI'd (//1(/ works /II I' (/ 

private clinic. My mother is a daily laborer. Now I am a student q/grade se lPn in At.I" 

Naod School. I was sexually abused in February 2005. I was seven years old when (f /11011 

o/ahout Ih irty performed anal sex on me. /-Ie used 10 live in a house near to 0111' hO//1 '. 

One afternoon, the perpetrator called me into his house/rom where / was playing There 

were four young men in the house. ] think they are his/i·iends. They were chewing 'hot. 

They were also watching pornographic video. The perpetrator took me infO the 1'00111 next 

to {he salon. When] entered he immediately locked the door. Then he ordereel l17 e to 171111 

down my pair of trousers. When] refused he threatened me by a .1m III knife. He said 

"pull down your pair of trousers or ] will kill YO ll. " I did so. J-Je also ordered me {o kneel 

down on Ihe mattress. Then he penetrated his penis in fo my am IS. When he stofJped he 

showed me lhe knife again and said, "J will CUi of/your head i{yo Li tell this. " Finally he 

permilled me to go. 

When I reached home] lay on the sola. My mother was at home. , he said, "What i. 

\l!rong, /-Ienok?" I could nol tell her because I /e ll too sick Moreover, I \lias so afraid 

rhot she would beat me/or whal had hapoened So l ,I'aid I had a he(ldoche. 

I did nol go 10 schooljor Ihree days. 1 became seriously ill and my mother took l17e to 

Yekatit 12 Hospital. I gOl sever pain in my sromach and at my back After trealment the 

doctor laid my mother that] was raped She became nervous. She asked I1Iho did it to me. 

I didn 't tell her because the perpetrator said he would cut of! my head My mother and 

rhe doctor persuaded me 10 lell them. Finally, ] laid (hem. Then 111)' /l/other dioled to III.\' 



(a lher 10 come and look alier me and she went to the P()/I'C'o l'l e / '0 / . I 
.I' . ". . ," , I I n 0 I 'port / Ie COse. 

Now the perpetrator is injai!. 

There are people who stigmatize victim children due to mi scon epti ons. Thi lew \ a 

supported by the CPU police officers and social workers who participated in the I, JI s. 

social worker during FGD summarized it in the following way: 

The victim girls are blamed due to loss of virginity . Even the cO l11munit y 

sees victim boys as homosexuals, These children are al 0 een a III V 

carriers. The society does not accept the cases of the victim children a 

problems, Most of the time, the reaction of neighbors is ti gmati zing the 

victim children and their families. Due to thi s reac ti on (:rOI11 n ighb r, . 

parents prefer to keep the abuse secrete. Sometime the victim children ar 

insulted by neighbors. These neighbors use the name of the perpetrat rs to 

call the victim children. 

The qualitat ive information collected from children and their par nt a we ll a va ri u 

key informants indicate thaI parents warn their children not to tell th eir abuse to th r . 

Reactions from the community such as blaming the victim due to los ' 0(" virgi nit , 

considering the victim child as someone who li ves with HIV and other are the main 

reasons that influence parents to keep the secrete guarded . On the other hand, a Dri ver 

and Droisen (1989: 175) put it, abuses are kept guarded because "one ca e of child a sa ult 

may pose quest ions that threaten the very foundations of our soc ial hi erarchi e and famil 

structures." In line with this view, a police officer from Yekk a Sub-c ity tated th e 

fol lowing: 

Rich f~1milies in particular do not want to report when their children are 

raped because they think that it lowers down the status of the fa mil . 1 

know the case of a girl from rich family who was raped by their gumc/ . 

Her parents know the case but they kept it secrete. The girl fin all y told th 

case to her teacher and the teacher brought her to our office. Mo t of th e 

cases are identified by teachers, friends and neighbors. Childr n hould be 

encouraged through the media in order to enable them report their abu e 

9 



on time. The girls' club In schools should also cnco Li rage childrcn 10 

report their abuses. 

Davidson (200 I :62; cited In Richter et aI. , 2004: 131) stated, "There i a curi u I 

persistent and widespread belief that a man who suffe rs from venerea l di ea e an gCI rid 

or it by having connection with a virgin ." Thi s view was also (j pint or di sc u 'sion during 

the FGDs. Concerning the view, one soc ial worker from F Cr: tated," 'cw pcop lc 

accept the wrong belief that sex ual intercourse with girl children CUI' S HIV/A IJ 

kind of belief encourages people with HIV virus to commit rape on children." In li ne with 

th is, another FGD participant, a police officer from Yekka Sub-city PU, n tcd thc a c 

of a f ~lth er who committed attempted rape on hi s twelve year old girl after h was t lei by 

a witch that he wo uld be free from HIV infec ti on if he had sex with girl childrcn: 

The man got mental problem after he tested that he is HIV po iti v . Il c 

lived with his two daughters and his wife. Once, hi s wife went t buy 

vegetables leaving the girls at home. The man first tri ed to rape his Id t 

daughter who was fourteen. When she realized that he was to rape her shc 

escaped the rape. Then the man turned to hi s twelve yea r old daughter. 

Hey lay her on the bed by fo rce and pulled down his pa il' 0(' tr LI cr . 

When he was trying to insert hi s penis into the gi rl ' s vag ina, the neighbo r 

encircled him and saved the girl after they had been to ld by the eldest 

daughter who escaped earlier. Now the man is in jail. 



CHAPTER FOUR 

Characteristics of Perpetrators and MaJ'or F{)rms ()f CI ' Id S lAb 
- 11 eXllii / \ lise 

4.1 Characteristics of Perpetrators 

4.1.1 Age of Perpetr-ators 

In formation on the age characteristic of perpetrators is important to und r lancl wh i h ag 

gro up is the most abusive. Therefore, the quantitative data obtained from A Idi Ababa 

Poli ce Commi ssion CPU as well as t"om the field study is presented bel w. 

Table 12: Age of Perpetrators 

[ Age of 1998 1999 2000 2001(2008/09) Total 
pCl"petnl to rs (2005/06) (2006/07) (2007/08) half year r---

9-15 67 59 76 17 219 
16-20 126 146 147 -- -64 483 
21 -30 195 224 308 96 823 

-31-45 64 90 110 51 315 r--- +Oo-
>45 26 27 39 16 108 

---.--~ 

Un identified 4 14 II --5 34 ._----
-- ----Total 482 560 691 249 1982 

Source: Addis Ababa Police Commission CPU 

Ta ble 12 shows that the highest number of perpetrators belongs to the age group ca tegory 

of 21 and 30 followed by those between 16 and 20. The third age category i between 31 

and 45 followed by those between 9 and 15. The last group of perpetrator is th o e in the 

age category of above 45 years. In terms of percentage share al o. the age ca tegor 

between 21 and 30 accounts for 40.4% for the year 1998 (2005/06); 40% for 1999 

(2006/07) ; 44.6% for 2000 (2007108); and 38.5% for 2001 (2008/09) foll owed by age 

category of 16-20 which is 26. i % for 1998 (2005 /06), 26% for 1999 (2006/07) , 21.3% 

for 2000 (2007/08) and 25.7% for 2001 (2008/09) . In aggregate the peq etrato r who 

were less than 21 years old accounted for 35.4% of the cases for all yea r orn pa recl to the 

lowest fi gure of perpetrators who were above 45 years old which i onl .4%. 



Table 13: Age of Perpetrators based on D'lta f'rOJ I"> I 
" n ,"espon( enls 

Age Category Frequency Percent 
15-19 4 12.5 
20-24 

--

3 9.4 
25-29 5 15.6 
30-34 7 21.9 
35-39 3 9.4 
40-44 4 12.5 

~bove 6 -18.7 
Total 32 100 

Table 13 shows that adult perpetrators between age 25 and 39 accounted fo r 46.9%. 

Young offenders between 15 and 24 constituted 21.9% of the case. The li'cq ucncy r 
perpetrators between ages 40-44 is 4 (12.5%). The percentage of offender who are 45 

years and above is 18.7 %. 

In fact , it is diffic ult to exactly tell which age group of perpetrato r i hi ghl y engaged in 

the sexual abuse of chi ldren by referring only to reports from poli ce, cou rts and med ical 

centers. This is partly due to the fact that the results are overshadowed by the under 

reported cases. I--Iowever, based on table 12 and 13 as weI I as the qual i tali ve data 

co ll ec ted from various key informants, it is possible to say that many children are 

sexually abused by adults. In a survey study, Getnet (2008:23) also stated , "The fact that 

there is wider age gap between the victim and the abusers clearly show th at a signi (icnnt 

nUillber of abuses are committed by adul t men than their age mates." Accordi ng to a key 

in fo rmant from IFSO, young persons between age nineteen and twenty fo ur are among 

the mostl y abusi ve. 

It is also important to note that young chi ldren between age 9 and 18 are among the 

perpetrators. In line with thi s Driver and Droisen (1989:6) stated that yo ung bo are , 

fO und to be abusers. However, the ab uses of children by each other ha e be n tr aled b 

l11any researchers as unimportant. 
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4.1.2 Educational Status of Perpetrators 

Knowledge of the educational status of perpetrators IS Im portant under tan I the 

charac teristi c features of child offenders. It helps to know tile deg' f (' th 
' lee 0 awarene. S 

offe nder about hi s acts (Save the Children Sweden, 2006). 

Table 14: Distribution of Perpetrators by Level of Educalion 
-

Level of education Frequency Percent 

._----
III iterate 8 ----- -25.0 -- -

I 1-4 4 -
I 12.5 
5-8 5 15.6 

--

9-12 II --
"4.4 

BA 1 3. 1 

Un identified 3 9.4 
--Total 32 100 

~-

--

Educational status of perpetrators shows that 34.4% of them are in the ed uca ti nal I el 

category of 9-1 2. This fi gure is followed by those who do not have any kind f education 

which accounts fo r 25%. Perpetrators who are in the educat ional leve l categ ry of 5-

make up 15.6% and those who are in the educational leve l category of 1-4 con titLite 

12.5%. Only I perpetrator has got hi s BA from a higher institution. In aggregate, tho e 

who have low level of education and the uneducated make up 53 .1 % of the respon e . 

There is the assumption that the majority of child offenders are the uneducated and tho e 

who have low level of education (Save the Children Sweden, 2006: I I). The re Lilt of th i 

study also proves thi s basic assumption (See table 14). Vario Li s key in fo rmant al 

ind icated the fo llowing : 

Persons with low level of education are mostly engaged in the lower 

status of employment. Therefore, these indi viduals experi ence I 00 1' 

li ving conditi ons which are one of the contri but ing fac tors for child 

sex ual abuse. Moreover, most of the uned ucated persons are L1n a\ ar of 

the Outcomes of their acts. 



4.1.3 Employment and Marital Status of Perpetrators 

Type of Employment 
Frequency 

Percent Daily laborer 

Table] 5: Occupation of Perpetrato.-s 

7 21.9 -
Guard -

4 --12.5 Civil servant 
I 3. 1 Driver 
4 12.5 ._--- ----- - -Teacher -- .. - -I 3.1 r - . 

Pnest 
I -_.----

3. 1 
Self employed (business) 

3 9.4 Student 
2 6.3 

Unemployed 
6 18.7 

Un identified 
3 9.4 - -- --Total 32 100 

---

The data on perpetrators ' occupation shows that most (21. 9%) of the perpetrators are 

daily laborers. Unemployed persons also took the second large percentage (18.7) 

(ollowed by guards and drivers each with 12.5%. Self employed individua ls (bu ine 

persons) constitu te 9.4%, and students hold 6.3%. The last groups are civil serva nt s_ 

teachers and priests each wi th 3.1 %. Table 15 also i 11 ustrates that mos t of the perpetrator 

are those in the lower status of employment and the unemployed persons. 

In the previous chapter we discussed how poverty and poor socio-economic conditions of 

the victim children and their families contribute to child sexual abuse. The same i true 

for the perpetrators . It is indicated in some literatures that most of th e perpetrator are 

Jobless and low income earners (Save the Chi ldren Sweden, 2006; Debebe, 2007). The 
inforll1al ' b . ' . . I . I 

IOn 0 tal ned from the partICIpants of this study also support s t 11 n 

onnec tio
ll 

With thi s, a police officer from Yekka Sub-city CPU stated the follo'vvin g: 

h 

AnYone can be abuser of chi ldren . But the majority of the abuser ar 

jObless and those who earn very low income. Most of the tim the 



individuals feel hopelessness and get into dit'Ce l'e t I" d ' f' '. 
I I n \ In addl ' ll n 

which push them to commit crimes Otllel' key . C . In lorm ant an I r 
participants also suggested that hopelessness, hav ing ample tim , bad 

habits, and poor living conditions on the part of the perpetrato r ma 

encourage him to abuse chi ldren. 

Table 16: Distribution of Perpetrators by Type of Addiction 

Type of Addiction Frequency Percent 
Chewing chat 7 14.6 --
Drug/substance 2 4.2 

-.-----.--~-. 

Cigarette 7 
._- -

14.6 
Alcohol 16 --'13 .3 

Watching pornographic videos 4 8.3 

Free from addiction 9 18.7 

Un identified 3 6. 

Total 48 100 
-

Table 16 shows the type of addiction to which the perpetrator are caleg ri ed . The 

majorit~ (33 .3%) of the abusers are found to be those who are addicted to alcohol. Tho e 

who chew chat and push drug/substance together accounted 18 .8% of the perpetrat I' . 

Abusers who smoke cigarettes take up another 14.6% of the respon es. 8. % of the 

abusers have the habit of watching pornographic videos/photos. Those who are free fro m 

any kind of addiction constitute 18.7% of the abusers. The table also indica les th aI ome 

of the perpetrators experienced more than one kind of addiction. 

With regard to the social relationships of perpetrators, Cossins (2000: 168) stated Child 

sexual offenders are believed to be socially immature and to lack the nece sa r 0 ial 

skill s to initiate and maintain relationships with adult peers and , becau e f th ir 

Consequent socia l isolation and need for illtimacy, turn to children a substitule fa r adult 

Intimacy." However, the data on the marital status of perpetrators in tab I 17 b I 

disproves thi s view. We can understand hom the table that the frequenc of perpelrator 

who were married (13) and those who were not marri ed (14) is more or Ie th am . 



Moreover, the fact that children are sex uall y abused by th eil' (lWll I', tl . . .. I ' 1 
d leI S dll ( step I<l t leI'S 

contradicts the view that perpetrators are socia ll y immature. 

Table 17: Marital Status of Perpetrators During the Abuse 

Marital status Frequency Percent ---
Married 

13 40.6 
Unmarried 

14 43.7 - ----r----- ----Divorced 
2 6.3 

Un identified 
3 9.4 

Total 32 JOO 

4.1.4 Relationship of the Victim Children to PerpetrMors 

Information on relationship of victims to perpetrators is very important bec3u e it help 

to know about the identity of child offenders. Obviously knowledge of th e perpetrat 

identity may help parents to protect children from sexual abuse. 

Table 18: Relationship of the Victim Children to Perpetrators 
--- - -----r-- -_._-Types of Relationship Frequency Percent 

Parenti guardian 4 12.5 
-

12. 5 Family member who is a relative 4 

Family member who is not a relative 3 9.4 --
--- -

31.2 
Neighbor 10 r=--
Teacher 1 3. 1 

Knowledge of the person physically 7 21.9 

No knowledge of the person 3 9.4 
-- - -

-~ 

100 Total 32 L.. 

The d ' " . . II -. tl at .., I 20/( or the children ata on the relationship of victims to perpetratols te S LI S 1, J. 0 

Were perpetrated by their neighbors_ Incestuous abusers (parents and other elo e r lali e ) 

constitute 25% of the abusers . 21.9% of the children were abused by indi vid uals whom 

they I 1 I t' S share 9 4% Only th,- e On y Know physically. Family members who are not re a Ive . . 



children were sexually abused by strangers. In general, the 111 3jOl'lt (68.7cyu) or the 

children were sexually abused by people to whom they have close relati n hi p. 

Many authors : Taylor and Steward (1991: 208), Kelly (1988 :60), Flowers (1986:75 , 75), 

A C P F (2006 :59), Richter et a!. (2004:101), to mention only few, support the ie that 

much sexual abuse is perpetrated by men known by the child like parent , relativ , 

neighbors, famil y Il'iends and other intimate adults. The finding or this. tLi Iy als 

perfectl y complement this view, According to the qualitative informati on 011 cted fr 111 

key informants and FGO's participants, the majority of the children are ex u'lil ya bused 

by neighbors , Supporting this point, one FOO participant from FSCE said the fo llowing: 

Parents who highly trust their neighbors simply leave their children alone 

when they are away from home due to various socio-economic martel' . 

Some careless parents also stay out for many days. Therefore, people who 

are closer to the children like neighbors and family fri end pose clang I' I 

these children. 

The case of a girl presented below may strengthen thi s point. 

Case 6: Mestawet 

I was born and raised in Dessie. I am twelve years old no w. My paren/s ore se/)(//'(//ed 

because my f ather got married to another woman. My mother is a physically 

handicapped person and unemployed. So J came to Addis in 2007 to li ve with' I11Y O/ml 

Ijiho is a waitress. ! was sexually abused in October 2007. 

One nighl my aunt took her haby and went to visit her mother leaving me alone. / ate my 

dinner and slept. At about 9:00 Am the perpetralor knocked 01 the door. I opened the 

door because J thought that it was my aunt. The perpetrator is a fr iend oj my allnl 's 

husband! guess he is in his late thirties. He used to come to our house every unday to 

enjoy wilh us. He entered the house and sat down on the chair. When I a. ked why he 

C({lI1e late Ihat nig ht he said he wanted to play wilh me. I was so afraid I said to hill1, 

"you must go now. ! have to sleep . .. He stood./i-om the chai,. and .1'01 on Ihe edge of the 

hed WI ld h ' '1 When I yhOliled once, he . 1en he touched me in a sexual manner! to In? to 5 op. . 

look . 117 . ! cOllld nol breath . He alit a piece 0/ sock/rom his pocket and gagged my mou 50 
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({Iso threatened me hy knife He look ojl my POl7lies ond rO/Jed In ' 1/ I /1 I 
. . t. e (e ()\IIC!re( lIIe 

WhC!n he slopped, he said, "Go and wash. I will kill you if 'Y()11 C' I'Y " WI I I II 
. 1en 1!I({.\'7el 

law lOme blood and I was feeling sick Ilhink he W({I' I'ure thclt 111Y ' 1' I Id 
. . . , , ~.111 WOII nOI come 
hock Ihalnigh!. He raped me Ihe whole night When it gets down he warned me not to leI! 
anybody and leli the house. 

Ajier lhe rape I gal severe pain around my private parIs so I couldn 'I walk properly. !Jilt 

Illy aunt didn 't observe it. I used to urinale on Ihe bed My aunl always insulted me o./it, I 

was also a victim of STD. ! didrz 'I tell my aunt because I was so aFoid thaI she I!lo ilil 

beal me, Final~y, I disclosed the issue to a woman in my neighborhood becallsC! I cOllltln 'I 

resisl {he pain. The woman told to my aunt and we wenffo Ihe police Slalion 10 report 117 , 

case. 

Dri ver and Droisen (1989: 176) wrote, "In many cultures the incest taboo hold lar gr CIteI' 

stigma for the person who reports the act than for the one who CO lllm i ts i l. " A sign ili c,lI1t 

number of children are abused by family members and relatives, Supporting thi pi nt , <I 

key in fo rmant from Yekka Sub-city CPU stated, "There are many children who ar raped 

by their fathers , step fathers and brothers but few of these cases are reported to th pol icc. 

The reason is that sexual abuses within families are highly guarded." fn a further idea on 

incestuous ab use, one FGD participant from FSCE stated that most of inces tuous victim 

are children who came from the countryside to live with relatives. Concerning incestu u 

abuses, another FGD participant also stated the following: 

Quite a number of children are sexually abused by relat ives who 

frequently visit the famil y of the children. I know the case of a fou rteen 

year old gi rl who was raped by two rel atives who had visited the famil y at 

different times. The girl lived with her mother alone. The first person who 

raped the girl was her uncle. She didn 't te ll her abuse. The gi rl was raped 

for the second time by the husband of her allnt who is a phys ica ll y 

disabled person. She told thi s one to her mother but her mother warned her 

not to tell anyone. Finally the girl went to the police and reported what had 

happened to her. 



The qualitative data from participants or thi s study also incl'lc"tccl tl " I '1,1 
" l d l C 11 uren ar at 

higher ri sk by other men who are closer to them like teachel'S IJ I' I'CSl I 
{ , , Lit rs. etc. kc 

info rm ant tJ-om IFSO stated that some parents (guardians) tell th ir children t k cp 

themselves from strangers, This makes children to trust people who li ve wi th thcm. '(] 

7 and case 8 below may shade light on this. 

Case 7: I-Iaymanot 

/ was horn in Min/ar. J am J!jieen years old now. I came to Addis in 2004/u//uwing Ihe 

dealh of my mother. J used to live with my aunt and her two sons. I wa ' raped by my 

cousins in 2006. 

My cousin who raped me first was 26 years old. One night he ordered me 10 go and hring 

hisjackel /rom his bedroom. When I went to his bedroom to bring the jackel/or him, 17' 

came in and caught my right hand. He also loy me on the hed. Then he lockedlhe ciaOI', / 

said, .. What are you doing') " He didn 't ansvlier my queslion. /-Ie said, 'Take of! your 

panties or j will take them off by force. " I beR him to leave me. "Sh1l1 YO llr mOlllh, " he 

shouted. Then he took of/my panties by/orce and raped me. When he slopped, he said, 

;'Go and wash. ,. I lelt sick. I I eli the room and washed my privale parIS. Then he 'al17e 

oul o/Ihe room and said, " I will cut your body into pieces if you tell anyone. " From Ihal 

day un he repeatedly raped me. J didn 't tell anyone because I was so a/i'aid Ihal he would 

kill me. 

Another night while J was cooking dinner the younger brother who was twenty Iwo year 

old called me into his bedroom. There was no one in the house. I wenl 10 his bedroom 

and slood at the gale. J was so a/raid. He ordered me to come in and sit next to him. "Do 

yo/( know how much [love you, " he whispered. I was so shocked. f kepI silenl. He ki, 'sed 

me repeatedly catching my neck. When J said [ would shout he gagged my moulh using CI 

piece 0/ sheet and raped me by force. He roped me repeatedly like Ihal 0/ his elder 

brOlher 

/ didn 'I lell anyone because they said that they would kill me. My aunt would cha 'e me 

CIlVaY/rom the house when she heard about if. J couldn 'I also tell because il i ' a family 

secrel Th . I ' I I 'I . ' 1"11'1 Ihe rape. Fil/ci//j ', I . e two brOlhers raped me for a long lime so cou en I t " . 

decid 'd . h I ' ~. 'th hi Y wlifie in K ~bbenna. c 10 (/tsclose the case to their eldest brother w 0 Ive!J WI ' 



When / told him he warned me nUl tv tell anyvne ell'e He (//" u II , , 

. . , "cave me .IUI/7 ' money ond 
told me 10 go back to Minjar, 

/ agreed 10 gv 10 Minjar and went to my beslfi'iend 's house to say good bye, When .1'/7' 

asked me why I go 10 Min,jar I told her the case. She lold it 10 her mother, Th , I!,irl 's 

lI10lher took me 10 my school (lnd she told the case to the school director, The director 

(lnd twu olher teachers advised me 10 repurt 10 Ihe police, They look me fo Yekko .e,l//)- 'ily 

CPU and J reported the case. Then the policemen took me to a rehabililC/lion center, 

Case 8: Mekedes 

I am fourleen years old and an eight grade studei'll. I used to live wilh my cousin Clnd h 'r 

husband around Kazanchis because both of my parents are not alive. I wc/s rap'd by my 

cousin 's husband in Januwy 2008. He was forty years old 

One afternoun, J came back/i'om school. It was at about 1 :00 pm, My cousin WClS On 

work. Her husband was in his bedroom. I put my school bag on the tab/e, changed my 

school uniforms and sat at the gate o.lthe house, AJierfew minutes my cousin ',I' hllslJOnd 

co/led me inside, He told me 10 sil vn the chair nexlto his hed. Laler he caught my ri~hl 

hand and pulled me to the bed. When I realized that he would rape me J tried to run 

away. BlIl he strongly caught my hands and fay me on the bed He lay on lOp of me thaI 1 

c(Juldn 'l move, He was so jClt that J couldn " escape him. I heg him to Slop. /-Ie kissed me 

repeatedly. He unclosed my shirt and sucked my breasls. He pulled down l11y panties ond 

raped me. When he stopped he said, "I will chase you away from this house when you lelf 

this, ,. He raped me repeatedly /or about jive days. I didn 't disclose the abuse to anybody 

/or aboUI a month. 

After a monlh I went to my unc/e who lives in Gel/i, Then I disc/osed Ihe (lhll.\'1' 10 !tilll. 

He immediately look me to Yekka Sub-city CPU and reported Ihe case. Fina//y, the CPU 

'vorkers look me 10 a rehabilitation center because my uncle is very poor to Ii, e with. 

Concerning places of abuses, Getnet (2008) stated that currently there is no afe t place 

for ' ll' ld . h d 11 ted from the participant 
C I ren o ThiS idea fits the result of this study. T e ata co ec 

of II' . . fi ' l ' ld'en Tab le 19 b 10 liS stUdy show that every environment I S abUSIve 01 c 11 I ' 

o 



ind icates that most of the children (31.2%) were sexually ab use I in thei r Ii ing home. 

The children were also exposed to sexual abuse in the neighborhOOd (2 1.9%). Thi 

implies that children are mostly abused by people who are very clo e to them. Th 

percentage of the children who were abused in schools is 9.4%. Even om eh I ar 

not comfortable for children. Table 19 also shows that a girl was raped in th chur h ( e 

case 10). This indicated that every social setting is abusive for children. /\ s i~nili (';:1n l 
number of children (15.6%) were raped in the forest and (9.4%) in the ri ve r. he b I 

explanatory reason, according to a key informant from Yekka Sub-city PU, i th 

location of the sub-city. Yekka Sub-city has some rural kebeles which are cover d by 

dense forests and rivers. 

Table 19: Places of the Sexual Abuses 

Place of Abuse 

At home 

Perpetrator 's house (neighbor) 

Perpetrator's house (not neighbor) 

Frequency 

10 

7 

2 

Percent 

31.2 

21.9 

6.3 
~--------------------------~----------~--~~.-----

3 9.4 School 

~--------------------- -------1-------------1--· -- -- -- .. 
3. 1 Church 

In the forest 5 15.6 

River sides 3 9.4 

On the street 3.1 

Total 32 100 

4.1.5 Means Used by the Perpetrators and Actions Taken after the Abuse 
Ob 

. h I 'Id to co-operate fo r sexual Vlously, perpetrators use different approaches to get t e c 11 

. . . 'b Pt · tors also abu e their power act iVity. These include forces, threats, tncks or bn es. erpe la ( 

OVer the children. 



Table 20: Means Used by Perpetr-ators 

Means used Frequency Pcn:cnt 
Using physical force II 34.4 

-

Threatening by using knife 9 28.1 
Verbal threat 6 18 .7 
Bribes or tricks 6 18.7 

Tota l 32 100 
-

The data on means used by perpetrators show that 34.4% of them usee! phy ica l ~ r 

against the children. Those who threatened the children for sexual gratifi cati on wheth r it 

is verbal pressure or by using knife constitute 46.8% of the respondents. Only 18.7% of 

the perpetrators bribed or tricked the children to have sex with them. 

Identifying means frequently used by perpetrators was also a point of di scus .ion with 

various key informants and FGD participants. Summarizing the means used by 

perpetrators, one FGD participant stated the following: 

In the case of small children, perpetrators use cents, sweets, toys, game 

and the like to get the children to co-operate. Some perpetrators also 

kidnap these children and rape them. On the other hand , if the girl i 

young the perpetrator first tries to subdue her by providing gifts and when 

she refuses the next step is mostly using force. Threat is another 

mechanism employed by most of the perpetrators. Verbal threat, let alone 

showing knife to the child, is enough to get the child to co-operate. 

Sometimes adults who are trusted by children take young girls into 

drinking houses and rape them after they invite them to alcohol. 

Supporting her view by what she learned from a seminar, another FGD parti cipant added: 

S ., If th girl is youn oer the ome perpetrators use qUIte a dIfferent means. e " 

- . h . h' h'ld 01' girl friend or wi fe. r pel petra tor uses a false claIm that s e IS IS C 1 



heard the case of a seventeen year old g'irl who was I' d tl . . 
< ape l IS Wa . rhe 

girl was on her way to home II'om school The perpetl'a to' I . 
• < I W l 0 wa In a 

mini bus taxi simply pulled her out of the taxi . When she cri ed he said to 

the passengers, "she is my daughter. " The people in the tax i didn t hel p 

her. Finally, the man took her to his house and raped her. 

Table 21: Actions Taken by Perpetrators After the Abuse 

Action taken by perpetrators Frequency Percent 
Threatening the child by showing knife 13 40.6 
Verbal threat 

II 34.4 
Persuasion 

3 9.4 
Nothing 

5 15.6 
Total 32 100 

-

Perpetrators use different methods both before and after they abuse children. Table 21 

shows how the perpetrators prevented the victim children from reporting the abu e. The 

most commonly taken action by perpetrators after they abused the children wa 

threatening which accounts 75% of the cases. Table 21 also shows that some perpetrator 

(15 .6%) did not threat or persuade the children. Only 3 (9.4%) of the perpetrator 

persuaded the children not to tell anyone. 

Vari ous key informants and FGD participants also stressed that threat is the most 

freq uentl y taken action by perpetrators after the abuse. Most of the perpetrators told the 

children that they would kill them if they reported their abuses. In line with th is, a ke 

informant from rFSO emphasized the following : 

Threat brings psychological depression to the child in addition to the 

physical damage. In my opinion, the court system is discouraging. The 

CO urt requires three witnesses to prove the case of the victim . The 

perpetrators do not even slap the child let alone rape when people are 

around. Also many of the identified perpetrators are not well pun ished b 



law. Weak court procedure let the victims and others t s e l'l rling (' 

abuses as useless. It also encourages other men to abuse childr n. 

4.2 Major Forms of Child Sexual Abuse 

The data on the major types of sexual abuse obtained from the poli (il 
f r . 

contain rape (including loss of virginity), attempted rape, anal inserti on , and abdu Ii 11 . In 

th is section incest is treated separately based on the qualitati ve informali n 

['rom the victim children and their parents (guardians), key in~ rmanl and ' 

participants. 
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4.2.1 Rape and Attempted Rape 

The data on types of sexual abuse show that the most Common type r xual abu e t 

which many children are vulnerable is rape. Compared witll otlle fi · r I 
r Olmso exua a u 

for each statistical year, it is much higher by 76.3% for the year 1998 (2005/06)' 2. % 

for 1999 (2006/07) ; 80% for 2000 (2007108) and 67.9% for a half yea r data r 2 I 

(2 008/09). On the other hand, attempted rape accounted 1 J. 7% ~ I' the car 

(20 05/06) . The percentage of attempted rape for the years 1999 (200 / 7 and 

2000(2007/08 ) is 6.8% and 7.8% respectively. High cases of attempted rap w re c 1 

reported in 2001 (2008/09) which is 20% for a half year. 

In terms of sub-c ities distribution in 1998 (2005/06), high percentage of rap in ic!ent i 

reported in Addis Ketema which is 71 cases (19.3%), Kolfe Keranio 66( 17.9%) anc! 

Kirkos 37 (1 0%). In the year 1999 (2006/07) , the ranking order for rap i K Ire K ran 

(19.7%), Gulele (14.5%) and Addis Ketema (12.6%). In 2000(2007/08) Ac!di ' Ket ma 

leads by (1 6%) fo llowed by Gulele (14.8%) and Yekka (13.4%). The fi gur fi r 2 

(2 008/09) made Gulele first with 20.1 % followed by Addis Ketema and Bole with 14. % 

and 11.8% respectively. In attempted rape, Kirkos, Yekka and Kolfe K raneo rank 

first, second and third respectively in the year 1998 (2005/06). The hi ghest incid nt f 

attempted rape in 1999 (2006107) is witnessed in Kolfe Keraneo whereas Adcli K tema 

Akaki Kaliti , Gul ele and Lideta had no cases of attempted rape for thi yea r. In the year 

2000 (2007/08 ), the ranking order is Kolfe Keraneo, Bole, and Kirko . In 200 I (200 /09) 

Ko lfe Keraneo leads by 17 cases followed by Yekka and Kirkos with 8 and case 

respecti vel y. 

According to the Lutheran World Federation (1987:23), rape happens in all OCIO­

economic groups, all professions and in all ethnic groups. It is highly reported than th I' 

types of sexual abuse. Flowers (1986:77) categorized rape into statutory, hich i 

c . I I 'ld d fi 'ced rape According t ol11mltted after the adult gets the consent of t le c 11 , an 0 1 . 

Fl . . th forced rape talLIlOr rap oWers, Statutory rape is given considerably less pnonty an . 

\Ii . FGD t" ants empha ized tbat man as a po lOt of discussion during the FGD. The par IClP 

ch' ld ' , t' f the children. u p 11ing I len are raped after the perpetrators secure the consen 0 

th is view, a police officer form Yekka Sub city CPU said, "Even som oCthe rpwator 
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do not see it as a crime. Some parents also blame their I 'Id . 
c 11 ren later th an rep rt ing Ih 

case to the police. There are many hidden cases of rapes . I 
COllllllltt ( by thc ' 11 'cnl (. 

the children." 

Therefore, based on the idea of the police officer, it is possible to conclude that m 

the reported cases of rape are forced. Moreover, if cases of statutory rape wer 

in the same way as forced rape, there would be much higher cases of rape. 

t f 

As indicated in table 22, there were few reported cases of attempted rap he be I 

explanatory factor for lower cases of report, according to a key informant from Y kk 

Sub-city CPU, is that many people do not see it as an offense and few case ar rep rted 

although there are many cases of attempted rape in the city. The ca es of a girl pI' nled 

below shows that some attempted rapes are damaging for the children b th ph i all 

and psychologically. 

Case 9: Aberash 

I was born in Addis Ababa around Megenagna. Currently, J live with my mother Clnd my 

stepfather around Ferensay Legasiyon. My mother is a daily laborer and my stepfather is 

a weaver. Now J am fourteen years old and a student 4' grade Ihree in )'eko 7'eroro 

School. I was sexually abused in January 2007. 

I was on the way to my mother who was baking 'enjera ' for her employer '. A man a 

about thirtY .five came to me and ordered me to stop walking. He used to li ve in my 

·kebele. ' He told me to go with him. When I relilsed he slapped me twice al myface and 

pushed me into a near hy forest. I shouted for help bUI there was no one a(,Ollnd. /-Ie 

threatened me that he would cut oul my tongue if I shouled again. But I didn 'l stop 

shouting. Then he took a stone and put it into my mouth. He also ordered me to pull down 

my pair of trousers. When he tried to unzip his pair of trousers J ran away and jumped in 

to s" . . I d I'h flores·t The dog in the coml'Jolmd , omeone s compound which IS ocate near e . 1, . 

barked af me and 1 immediately entered into the house. I couldn 't even lalk fO Ihe people 

in Ih h .' th When a 1110man in the how > e ouse because Ihe stone was rematned tn my mou . 

I k h h and my mouth. Then fWO 
00 t e Slone out of my mouth, blood flew throug my nose 

II' . , k' My mother cried w/pn 'he omen took me 10 the house where my mother was war tng. 
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saw me. J told her what had happened. She immedialely I k " . 
00 me 10 C/ el I/ lie .lor 

medication. Finally, she reported to the police and the man " Ie ' ." . d h 
n 1.\ al I e.ste I ree do .\" IOler. 

4.2.2 Abduction 

According to the data from Addis Ababa Police Commission CPU, hi gh ca e r 
abduction were reported in the year 2000 (2007/08) although the fi gure fo r thi 

abuse is much lower for other statistical years. 

The inter sub-city comparison tells us that the highest cases of abduction were rep rt cI in 

Bole Sub-city which is 11 cases (22.9%) for all years. Yekka ranked s con I with 8 a c. 

(16.7%). Akaki Kaliti and Kolfe Keraneo followed Yekka each with 7 cases (14.6%). 

Abduction, which is the taking away of a girl for marriage is a common practi In 

Ethiopia particularly in the rural areas although the practice is in sharp decrea e the 

days (Save the Children Sweden, 2006:17).The data from Addi Ababa P Ii 

Commission CPU show that the practice is currently extending to some ub- iti . Th 

data also indicate that a total of 48 cases of abduction were reported within J and hal r 
years. According to a key informant from Addis Ababa Police Commission P thi 

form of sexual abuse is highly prevalent in sub-cities with some rural kebeles. 

The findings also show that some men abduct young girls from the country ide and bring 

them to the city. This gives much freedom for the perpetrator to rape the girl. A lud y b 

Original (1996:39) associated abduction with rape because in 1110st case abducti n I 

followed by rape . The case of a young girl presented below supports thi s view. 

Case 10: Fantaye 

I was born in Debre Markos town. J am J 5 years old now. I used 10 live wilh hOlh (?f my 

parents. One morning J was to school with my younger brother. In the mean lime six men 

,r h u e wa" a deacon and li ved in came and ordered us to stop walking. J know one OJ t em. H" . 

Debre Markos. J guess he was a thirty-year-old adult. Once he came to my hou e \IIilh 

h t h' But my parenl re!L! 'ed same elderly persons and asked my parents to betrot . me 0 1m. . 

10 do so. 



The meIJ lified me turn by turn to the town ofDeien They alc.o Ih ,', I d h 
' • • 'J ' .J lea ene me I 01 I lIIollld 

be slaughtered if I shouted. Then they took me to a single room house. Ilh ink Ih , renl 'et 
il. We stayed therefor two days. 

The nexl morning lour 0/ them went back 10 Debre Markos. The deacon and one 0/ Ih J 

men brought me to Addis. We reached Addis around 6:00 PM. They lOok me 10 (I hOlel 

and we stayed there until 8:00 AM. Afier we had had dinner they look me 10 a small 1'00111 

in Yekka Michale church. Later the man went out leaving the deacon an i 177> in IIp 

house. The deacon ordered me to sit on the bed. When I refilsed he slapped me II my 

(ace, Then he said. "Go and sit on the hed. " I was so afraid I did so, He 01.1'0 or I'red m' 

10 take ofr my clothes but I sat on the bed without taking cd/ my clolhes. He look (!Il m 

clothes by force and ordered me to be under the blanket. He also took 0.// his clOlh ,s and 

lay next /0 me. He deflowered me. The next morning he locked Ihe door and wenl 0 111 

leaving me on the bed When he came back he boughl me bread for lunch and dinner. /I J 

treated me this wayfor about two weeks. 

One nighl he went out to buy something. He did not lock Ihe door as usual. Ilhink h ' Iwd 

(orgotten il. Then I run away Fom the church. I stood on the streel and cried. A m 1/7 on 

his way to work came and asked me what happened. When I told him the case he look m 

10 a police station and J reported there. Finally, the CPU workers look me /0 a 

rehabilitation center. 

4.2.3 Anal Insertion 

Regarding anal insertion the data from Addis Ababa Police Commission how that 

in 1998 (2005/06) this form of abuse make up 6.8% of the major form s of abu e . The 

percentage of anal insertion in the year 1999 (2006/07) and 2000 (2 007/08) i 9.6% and 

9% respectively. In 200 I (2008 /09) 27 cases of anal insertion were reported in the half 

year which is 10.8% (assuming that the figure for each form of abuse will be d ubl e ~ r 

I . . . h h' I t cases of anal in ert ion ere 
t le fu ll year). In terms of sub-cities dlstnbutJOl1, t e 191es 

recorded in Kirkos which is 38 cases (21.6%), Addis Ketema 33( 18.7%), and Lideta 

22(12.5%). Akaki Kaliti is the lowest with 6 cases (3.4%). 

Th d .' I th xual abuse of male hildren i highly e ata for each statistical year mdlcate t 1at e se 
C • r 111 ari uk) 

prevalent in most of ihe sub-cities. The qualitative inlormatJ on r 
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informants and FGD participants also shows that some pa' 1 f" 1 
I en sar lo rep rt ana I insert ion 

due to the stigma. Case 11 below shows how the motile f " 
r 0 a victim f anal in. rti n 

failed t~ report the case. 

Case 11: Tariku 

! am now fourteen years old and a student a/grade seven. ! li ve wilh hOlh q("m)' f7 Irenl.1 

around Megenagna. My father is a guard and my mother is a house wife. The S xlIcd 

abuse happened to me on April 2006. 

That day my mother ordered me to buy some medicine. 1 told myFiend to ac 'amp my m 

and we went to the pharmacy. On the way a man 0/ about thirty five years old 'am md 

greeted us. He was highly drunk. My.fj.·iend knows him bUI I had never seen him he/ore. 

After we walked some distances the man ordered my/riend to go back. When 17' J' ~[II.\'ed 

he chas,ed him away. He caught my left hand and said, "Let us go. " I r~[used 10 go wilh 

him but he told me that he would beat me, When we come closer to the/ol"sl he sholFed 

me a knife and ordered me to enter into the/orest. It was about 7:00 pm in Ihe ev'ning 

I was so afraid. 1 thought that he would take from me the money my mOl her gave II/ 10 

buy medicine. 1 never expected that he would rape me. After he pushed me into Ihe/oresl 

he look down his pair of trousers and ordered me 10 per/arm oral sex. ! heg him nol to do 

that. He said, "Suck it! " 1 did so because 1 was so afraid that he would cuI me by Ihe 

knife. Then he ordered me to unbuckle my belt, to lower my pair 0/ trousers, as well a 

my under panties. Finally, he penetrated his penis in to my anus. The silualion was .\'0 

painful thaI 1 decided to run away. When 1 pushed him back he easily lay on Ihe ground 

because he was too drunk. Then 1 run away out o/the/orest. 

On Ihe way to home 1 met two policemen. 1 told them what had happened 10 me. The 

said, "It is not our business. Go to the police station and reporl there . .. I didn 't know 

\ Ih d ld f mother My mOlher [ailed 10 
I ere to report. 1 immediately went home an to a my . , 

r · B 1 ld t y (ather when he 'ome bo k epor!. She warned me not to tell anyone else. ut 10 .0 m .I' 

Fom work. He became nervous. He said, "Let me kill the person and put my 'elf in jail! " 

B h 10 the poli e The nexl 
II/ my elder brother told him to cool down and report I e case · . 

morning we reported to the police. Now the man is injai/. 
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Table 23: Distr ibution of Victim Child b l ' . 
ren y ype of Abuse 

Type of sexua l abuse .-
Frequency Percent -

Rape 15 35 .7 
Anal insertion 7 16.7 
Attempted rape 2 4.8 
Incest 8 -

19.0 
Abduction I --2.4 
Oral sex 6 --

14." 

Showing pornographic films/photos 3 7. 1 

Total 42 100 

Table 23 shows that the majority (35.7%) of the girls were raped. Girl wh wer i lim. 

of incest make up 19% of the responses. Male children who experienced anal in eni n 

accounted for 16.7%. The total percentage of the children who experienced r I x I 
I 

14.3%. Table 23 also indicates that attempted rape and abduction were rep rted by 4.8% 

and 2.4% of the girls respectively. Children who responded that they were either D r cd 

or persuaded to watch pornographic films or photos constitute 7.1 % of th 

frequency of the children who experienced more than one type of abuse i 10 (" 1.2%). 

4.2.4 Incest 

Incest is the most risky type of all the abuses. Children who experience ex ual abu e 

within the family suffer sever psychological damage (ACPF, 2006). In co nnect ion t thi 

point , a key informant from IFSO stated the following: 

The psychological impact of incest is very high. In cases when the 

perpetrator is not put in jail, the child may live with him . Children who 

live under the same roof with the perpetrators are highl y tre ed 

particularly when the perpetrator is a father. Even those who li ve in th 

rehabilitation center prefer to substitute their fathers name by the name of 

their sponsors. Also when the offending father is set free from pri on the 

relation between the victim child and the offender becomes wo r e. 

children do not want to live with the offending father. 

o t 



According to one FGD participant from FSCE, incest is the most under r p rted t 

sexual abuse because of the stigma that follows it. The attitude of the 

incest victims and their families prevent them from reporting the abuse. m n ighb r. 

insult the children who are raped by family members. Therefo re, man y in e I 

suffer in silence. 

Incest also put the family at risk if the perpetrator is a bread winner for the fami l . hi i 

particularly when the case is identified and the offender is put in jail. In a e wh n the 

children 'S mother live with them she has to be strong enough to go out and mak a Ii ing 

fo r the family . In most cases, however, the children themselves have t c me ut I the 

streets so as to supplement the family income. These children are vulnerable to addi li n I 

abuses from the outsiders (FGD participant from Addis Ababa Police ommi i n P ). 

Therefore, incest victims are at risk whether the mother is present or ab ent. In a furlh r 

idea on the consequences of incest, a key informant from Yekka Sub-ci ty CP slaled the 

following: 

In cases when the mother is absent and the offending fath r i put in jai I 

some relatives persuaded the children to sell the property of the famil 

saying that it is for the survival of the children. However, ome greed 

rel atives share out of it. On the other hand , some famili es get happy when 

the offending father is put in jail. This is particularly when the perpetrator 

is jobless, authoritarian, alcoholic and neglecting. 



CHAPTER FIVE 

Summary and Conclusion 

5.1 Summary 

The reported cases from the ten sub-cities indicated that except the diller nee in 

frequency, the sexual abuse of children, both male and femal e i preva lent in dd i 

Ababa. Also children in the age category of 9 and 15 are found to be m ruin ra I . 

But it is difficult to tell which age group of children is mostly vulnerable t exua l a u e 

based only on the reported cases from the CPUs, courts or med ical rep rt . m k 

informants and FGD participants suggested that if the unreported ea e are added th 

most vulnerable age group of children seem to be those in the age range betwe n I and 

18 years. The quantitative results from the sub-cities also show that the num ber r i tim 

children is in an increasing rate. 

Children who came from the countryside due to various socio-cultural and 

reasons found to be the most vulnerable groups to sexual abuse. Mo t of the e hi Idren 

were brought by their relatives after being promised that they would li ve a better li fe with 

(hem. However, after they came to the city the children lacked the nece ary ar and 

protection. These children were at higher risk not on ly from the famil y m mber bu t al 

from the outsiders. Children who lived with their relatives were ex po ed to mi serable liG . 

In some instances the children were employed as domestic servant and were raped b 

brokers and male employers or their young sons. 

Although the children who lived away from their biological parents were more vu lnera 

(0 sexual abuse due to lack of the necessary care and protection, children who Ii ed with 

their biological parents were not free from exposure to sexual abuse. Thi wa rno tl 

when parents stay away from the children for various socio economic rea on . - en Ill e 

parents who were closer to the children failed to give the necessary care and 1 rotect i n 

for theil' children. 

P ~ I'e t ( . . . ' ess to tlleir children becau e th find it 
a n s guardIans) failed to gIve pnor awaren 

I'f- . . ' h ' I t boo oreo cr. 111 0 t of the 
(I heult to talk sexuality WIth children due to t e socIa a . 
. . . . . ' . t d that small children ar rap d. 

palents (guardIans) of the VIctIm children nevel expec e 
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The general view among the parents (guardians) was that ' lb ' 
sexua a u e IS an adul t-adult 

crime. Illiterate parents or parents with very low level of ed t ' f' uca Ion weI' und t 

weak on matters of child care and protection. Some parents (guardi an ) al fail d t 

protect their chi ldren even after the sexual abuse occurred to thei r children. 

The difficult working condition of parents and the children them Iv created 

opportunity for perpetrators to sexually abuse the children. Parents (guardi ans) len th ' ir 

children alone and stay away from home for long period in order to cur the amil 

income. The children who lacked parental care and protection were ea y target 

perpetrators . They were tricked, bribed, forced and threatened to c operat r r Li< I 

activity with the adu lts. 

Factors such as the socialization of the children which shape the ch ildren t b h and 

always respect elders, actions taken by the perpetrators after the exual abu and th e 

negative attitudes of the society towards the victim children and their fam ili prev nted 

the children from immediately reporting their abuses. As a result, quite a good numb I' f 

the children were sexually abused repeatedly. 

The majority of the perpetrators were those who have low level of educati n and th 

illiterate. These individuals were also engaged in low paid jobs or they were unel11 pl ed. 

Most of them have experienced bad habits like chewing chat, pushing drug/ ub tan e 

drink ing alcohol, smoking cigarette and watching pornographic vid cos. Ilowc er, this 

does not necessarily mean that lower income earners, people with anti - oc ial beha i I' 

and those with low level of education or the illiterate were the onl y groups r 
perpetrators. The findings of this study show that being well educated, having hi gher or 

middle income, being free from any kind of addiction, and maintai ning relati on hi p ith 

adult peers does not keep individuals from sexually abusing children. IdentiC ing unique 

characteristics of perpetrators is a difficult one. 

This study reveals that many children were exposed to sexual abu e in their 0 n h m 

a d " , ' h I abuse is perpetrated b m n n In .the neIghborhood, 1 hIS shows that muc sexua 
k . . hb family fri end and other 
1l0Wn by the children like parents, relatIves, nelg ors, 

. I ~ d t b wher the Intimates. Places such as schools, churches and streets were a SOOUll 
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sexual abuses happened. The existence of areas covered b ,.. . y Olcsts and rI crs in ckka 

Sub-city also exposed quite a number of children to rape. 

The children were vulnerable to different types of sexual abuse. The 111 0 t c mm n t I 

of sexual abuse to which many children were exposed is rape. On the other hand, ther 

were few cases of attempted rape because people rarely report it. Although abdu ti 11 i 

common practice in the rural areas, it is currently extending to the city part i ulCl rl 

those sub-cities with many rural kebeles, for example, Akaki Kaliti and Y kk . -

the difference in frequency the findings indicate that the sexual abuse of boy 1 pr 

pl 

len t 

in the city. Incest is also found to be the most widespread form of sexual abu e. It i th 

most ri sky type of all the abuses due to its consequences. It is also the 111 I Li nder 

reported form of sexual abuse. Some children were also forced to perform ral ·c ' and l 

watch pornographic videos. 

5.2 Conclusion 

Tn the Ethiopian cultural context boy children are socialized into being up rI r 

children. This situation makes females the absolute victims of sexual abuse and mal the 

dominant abusers . However, the fact that sexual abuse is a problem or b th ma le and 

females keeps us hom conduding that the sexual abuse of children i a resul t f the 

patriarchal order of the society. Rather patriarchy contributes to hi gh num ber f ~ male 

victims than male victims; and high number of male perpetrator than female 

perpetrators. 

There are many factors that are responsible for the prevalence of the exual abu e 

children. However the sexual abuse of children seems to have been strongl a ciated , 

with poverty. Poverty influences the sexual abuse of children in many wa . In th fir t 

place, it prevents parents from fulfilling the basic needs of their children. ec ndl , it 
~ . . k I . 0 their children alone . inall . 
orees parents to spend most of thell· time on wor eaVlllb 

~ . . k. . b th t make them vuln rable to e ual 
poverty torces children to engage 111 ns lest JO s a 

b h I buse of children 0 cur in er 
a use. However, it is important to note that t e sexua a 

ec 
. . . . ·th · ·I·cll ~amilies it i rarel r pan d oul of 

onomlC c.lass. When tI1e problclTI appeals WI i\ll Ii 

. I b ithin p r amilie i 
tl1e interest to guard the status of the famil y. The sexua a u e 



better reported particularly when families seek support for their victim hil dren 

NGOs such as IFSO. 
r 111 

It seems that the concerned bodies like the government and NGOs failed t r at pu Ii 

awareness on the problem. Government medias failed to give a better medi '\ c crage to 

initiate families , indi'v'iduals and institutions to provide special attenti n and pr te t 

children from sexual abuse. The role of NGO's seem to focus much on helpin i tim 

children rather than creating conducive environment to alleviate such a oe ial il. a k 

of awareness on the sexual abuse of children within the community in gencl"~ 1 and the 

f9IlliJies in particular contributes to the problem. If the concerned bodies wo rked ITlll h n 

creating awareness within the community, the prevalence rate would be mu hi w r. 

Ma:1Y parents failed IO ,shape the behavior of their children. They do not teach di iplin 

(0 their children. As a result many children are engaged in anti-social behavi r, Y un 

bOy3 spend mos.t of their time in alcohol houses and in underground video h u 

situations initiate the boys for sexual activity and most of them are bec 111 i n J I reclat r r 
yo ung girls particularly around schools, 

Some soci~tal views such as looking boy victims as homosexual , con iderin er 

young girls as capable of engaging in sexual activity, stigmatizing victim chil dren in 

re lation to HIV/AJDS or STOs keeps the children from reporting their abuse on time and 

exp0sc them to repeated sexual abuse. Such ViC'NS also encourage th perpetrat r to ta 

with their abusi \Ie acts. 

The fact that most of the children are sexually abused by people to whom they are clo el 

related creates difficulty for understanding the magnitude of the problem, Moreo er, the 

strategies used by perpetrators both beforr; and after the abuse make the sexual a u 

chilqren to stay hidden. Therefore, identifying perpetrators and puni shing th 111 i 

f 

b ' . . ' ~ . - 1 . . , • denti li ed they may not l e \ ell eCO l11rng a :,enous challenge. l:"ven It tne perpetlatols ale I 
. I . .,. erpetrators to repeated I abu e 

PUnIS 1ed due to weak court procedures. This encoUlages P . 

childJen and also <'lllows other individuals to engage on similar activity. 

\1' . th I 'Idren inc t i found t b th 
~ t!lough all types of sexual ahL!se are damagll1g [0 e c 11 , 

'[ ' II' e ... ith th abu cr 
11\1),"t " k d' I ·o,· t c~"es '1110'St VIC 1111 '. ) liS' Y one ,ue to Its conseq lIcnces. n 111 " , 1-:. ~ . . 

~' l" ' I " 111cest victim ha e mu h 1IIl1lted 
0, u ti ll S Cl cates stressful sitLiation to t le: VICtlll1, 
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opportunity to report their abuses and they are more vulnerable to rep ated ual abu . 

In cases when the abuser is a bread winner for the family, the victims and ther rami l 

members face economic problems when the abuser goes into jai I. In u h a ' . the 

children are forced to engage in riskiest jobs in order to supplement th ram il Inc 111 

and this situation exposes them to additional abuse. Incestuolls abu e ma al c u'e 

conflict within family members and relatives when it is identified. 

Children can be protected from other forms of sexual abuse but in the case r ince t it i 

di fficult because the children are abused by individuals who are re pon ibl G I' the 

protection of the children. 

Generally the findings of this study reveal that children who came from th untr id 

either to live with relatives or to be employed as domestic maids, children wh Ii In 

neglecting families due to poverty, and children whose parents are uned u ated r h e 

low level of education were the most vulnerable groups to sexual abu e. 

7 



References 

Ahuja, Ram. (1987). Crime against Women. Jaipur: Rawat Publicati n 

Amnesty Internat ional. (2000). Hidden Scandal Secrete Shallle' "ro·t ·e I III ' . I UI anc -trcalmCI1l 

of Children. London: Amnesty International Publication 

Andargachew Tesfaye.(1996). "Rape and Abduction: A Historical Perspccti " Idi . 

Ababa: Department of Sociology and Social Admini trati on, I\d di bab, 

Un iversity 

Belay Hagos. (2008) . "Sexual Abuse and Exploitat ion of Boy Chi ldren in I\cl li ' b·lba." 

A study compiled by Bright for Children Voluntary A oc iati n (f3 . 

Borke, Marriane.(2004). Children's Social Landscapes: A Study from Addi I\ bc ba . 

Tromso: University of Tromso 

Children and Youth Affairs Organization and the Italian Cooperati n. ( I 95). .' hilt! 

Abuse and Neglect in Selected Parts of Ethiopia. Addi Ababa 

COl1SS ins, Anne. (2000). Masculinities, Sexualities and Child Sexual Abu e. Th Hagu 

Boston: Kluwer Law International 

Costin , L Karger, H., and Stoesz, D. (1996). The Politics of Child 

New York: Oxford University Press 

meri ca . 

Cotteri l, Janet. (2007). The Language of Sexual Crime. Hound mill , Basingstoke, 

Hampshire; New York: Pal grave Macmillan 

Debebe Ero. (2007). "Sexual Abuse of Male Children and Magnitude of the Problem in 

Addis Ababa." School of Social Work. Addis Ababa Uni ver it , chool or 

Graduate Studies 

Drl'vel' E (eds.). (1989). Child Sexua l Abuse: Femini t , mily and Droisen, Audorney 

Perspectives. London: The Macmillan press Ltd 

Federal Ministry of Health. (2008). "National Guideline for the Managem nt 

of Sexual Assault in Ethiopia." Addi s Ababa 

tim 

7 



Finkelhor, Dav id . (1984). Child Sexual Abuse: New Theory and R 

The Free Press, A divi sion of Macmillan Inc. 
C\ rk: 

Flowers , Ro na I dB. ( 1 986). ..=C-,-,hc.:.,:i l..::d.:....:re'-"'n'--..!:!a~nd,~C'o;:.I~· i l~n'-'2i n.!.£:a~1 il,;tyl:..·. ---.!...~~~ULY.!sJ.!.!lUllli _ ictim and 

Pergetrator. New York: Greenwood Press Inc . 

Getnet Tadele.(2007) . "The Situation of Sexual Abuse against Male tre t hi ld ren in 

Merkato Area, Addis Ababa." Addis Ababa: FSCE 

Getnet Tadele. (2008). "The Situation of Sexual Abuse and Com mer ial c un l 

Exploitation of Girl Children in Addis Ababa." Addis Ababa: r 

Goldman, Ronald and Goldman, Julitte. (1982). Children's Sexual Thinkin g: A 

Comparative Study of Children aged 5 to 15 years in Au trali a, nh 
• 

America, Britain and Sweden. London, Boston: Routl edge & K ga n paLiI 

l-Iailu Workneh. (2007). "Child Sexual Abuse in Addis Ketema ub-c ity f'r m a end' r 

Perspective." Institute of Gender Studies. Addis Ababa ni ve r ity. 

of Graduate Studies 

Kell y, Li z. ( 1988). Surviving Sexual Violence. Minnea Polis: Uni vc rsity or Minn(;s t'l 

Press. 

Lutheran World Federation. (1987). Women, Children and Vio lence. WICAS 

Meron Mohason. (2006). "Sexual Abuse of Girls with Disabilities: A a e of FO Lir il' l 

in Addis Ababa." Department of Special Needs Ed ucati on. Addi baba 

University , School of Graduate Studies 

Origi nal Wolde Giorgis. (1996). "Child Sexual Abuse." In Protect Children from 

and Neglect. National. workshop organized by the Children and 

Affairs Organization and the Italian Cooperation. December 2-4, 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

bu e 

outh 

1996. 

Prendergast, William E. (1993) . The Marry-Go-Round of Sexual Abuse: l lent ifying and 

N Y k London Norwood (A u tralia : Hav orth 
Treating Survivors. ! ew or , ' 

Press, Inc . 

79 



Richter, L. , Dawes, A., and Smith, C. (eds.). (2004) Sexual Ab f Y . ( use 0 ollng hild ren in 

Southern Africa. Cape Town: HSRC Press 

Save the Children Sweden. (2006). "Sexual and Physical AbLI . C ;111 (1 . - lolcncc agai nsl 

Children and Youth." Addis Ababa 

Schwartz, Martin D. and Dekeserdy, Walter S. (1997). Sexual A 
====~~~~~~~ 

Campus: The Role of Male Peer Support. Thousa nd aks. : I" J 

Publications, Inc. 

Taylor, Jill and Stewart, Sheelagh. (1991). Sexual and Domesti c Vi I I1 C : 

Recovery and Action in Zimbabwe. Published by A. Von Glehn & J. a I r 

Tedla Deressie . (1996). "Children in especially difficult Circumstances in thi pia. In 

Protect Children from Abuse and Neglect. National workshop rgani zed 

the Children and Youth Affairs Organization and the Ita li an 

December 2-4, 1996. Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

The African Child Policy Forum. (2006). Violence against Girl 

Retro~ective Survey in Ethiopia. Kenya and Uganda. ccond Inlernati ona l 

Policy Conference on the African Chi ld 

The Coalition against Gender Violence (Uganda). (2004). Assessment ofGend r 

Violence in Al2ac and Mbale Districts of Uganda. Addi Ababa , Eth iopia: 

UNFPA CST 

UNICEF. (200 I) . ProfitingJrorn z\,buse: An Investigation into the Sexual Exp loitat ion of 

Our _~hildren. New York 

Wyness, Michael G. (2006). Childhood and Society: An Introduction to the ociologyof 

Childhood. Hound mills, Basingstoke, Hampshire; New York: Pal gra e 

Macmillan 

Yin, Robert K. (1984). Case StudY Research: Design and Method . 
ewbur Park. 

Sage Publications Inc, 

o 



Annex f: Introduction and Conscnt Statcment 

Good morning/afternoon. My name is Endris .later. I am a student at the ' I', dUd 

program in Social Anthropology in Addis Ababa University. I am go ing t ndu t a 

research. The research is being conducted in partial fulfillment for the ma t r gr In 

Social Anthropology. The purpose of this research is to reveal the oc i -cultural and 

economic factors contributing to the sexual abuse of children . Therefore, I n d t lie t 

information through interviews with victim children and their parent (guardi an ). 

I promise yo u that whatever you tell me about your personal life will be c nfidcntial. 

Your name will never be mentioned in any of my works. YOLI can be selecti n I. u 

that you are go ing to answer. Also the interviews will be conducted in pl ace her ou 

would like to be interviewed. What you are going to tell me is va luab l lor th ' 

understanding of the subject matter and encourage further resea rch on th ( Ii . hi s 

research is a difficult one to be completed without your honest and full participati n. ur 

conversation will be tape recorded only through your permission. I wi ll take n te ir u 

do not allow me to tape record our conversation. Are you volunteer to participat In hi 

research? 

Yes D NO[]. 
Thank you very much for your interest to participate 



Annex 2: Interview Guide for victim children 

Date:_------

Time: fro l11 ____ to _ _ __ _ 

Background info rmati on 

Kebele_-------­

Age_----------­

Sex_-- ----- --

Grade . ___ _ 

Re i igion ____ __ 

Place of birth _ ____ _ 

Probe: If your place of birth is outside Addis, reasons fo r coming to Addi 

• Living situation during the abuse 

• Current living situation 

• Educational status of female parent (guardi an) 

• Educational status of male parent (guardian) 

• Occupat ion of female parent (guardi an) 

• Occupation of male parent (guardian) 

• Monthly income of the family 

• Number of famil y members 

• Num ber of employed family members 

• Housing situation 

• Do yo ur family members discuss sexuality at home? 

Information on Exposure to sexual Abuse 

• When did the abuse happen? 

• Place of the abuse 

• Fornl of sexual abuse 

• Duration o f the abuse 

• Were parents (guardians) around during the abuse? 

• How did the abuse happen? 

Probe: Te ll me the overall incidents 



Information on perpetrators 

• Relationship with the victim 

• Age of the perpetrator 

• Educational status 

• Occupation 

• Mari tal status 

• Kind of habit (addiction) 

• Approach used by the perpetrator 

• Actions taken by the perpetrator after the abuse 

• Do you li ve with the perpetrator under the same roof? 

Probe: Tell me your feeling about living with the perpetrator 

Reporting abuse 

• To whom did you first report? 

• Reason fo r reporting or not reporting 

• How soon did you report? 

• Reaction of significant others up on report or not 

• Support received from significant others 



Annex 3: Questionnaire for Victim Children 

I. Bacl{ground Information 

1. Address: Kebele ______ _ 

2. Age 

3. Gender _____ _____ _ 

4. Place of birth ________ _ 

5. If your place of origin is outside Addis, why did you come to Addi . ? 

1. Disagreement with the family 

2. Looking for a job 

3. To live with a re lative 

4. Poverty situation of parents 

5. To flee harmful traditional practices 

6. Others (specify) ____ _______ _ ______ _ 

6. Which grade are you attending now? Grade _ _ _ 

7. Are your parents alive? 

1. Both are alive and live together 

2. Both are alive but divorced/separated 

3. Mother alive 

4. Father alive 

5. Both dead 

6. Don't know 

8. With whom did you live when the sexual abuse happened to you? 

1. Both bio logical parents 

2. Mother alone 

3. Father alone 

4. Mother and step father 

5. Father and step mother 

6. Relatives (spec ify re lations) 

7. Empioyers 

8. Alone 

9. Others (spec ify) ___ . 



9. Number of family members 

I. Male _____ _ 

2. Female --------

10. Occupation of parents (guardians); (male parent/guardian 

female parent/guardian ____ _ 

1. Civil servant 

2. NGO worker 

3. Merchant 

4. Daily laborer 

5. Farmer 

6. Unemployed 

7. Others (specify) 

I!. Number of employed members of the family 

1. Maie 

2. Female 

------

12. Estimaterl total monthly income of the family in birr _ _ ____ _ 

13. Number of rooms your family living in 

14. Educational status of your parents (guardians); (male parent/guardi an 

___ , female parent/guardian 

15 . Parenting style 

I. Authoritative 

2. Authoritarian 

3. Permissive 

4. Neglecting 

5. Others (specify) ___ _ 

16. Have your parents (guardians) ever discussed sexual matters with you? 

I. Yes 2. No 

17. If yo ur answer to Q. 16 is -no- , what do you think is the rcason'. __ ---

--------_._----------
18. Are you employed in any income generating activity? 

I . Yes 2. j\)o 



i9. If YOlir answ~r to Q 18 is ' yes', what is the type of yo ur work? 

! . Street vending 

2. Domestic maid 

3. Shop attendant 

4. Daily laborer 

5. Others (spec ify) ________ _ 

II. Information on the sexual abuse and the characteristics of perpetrators 

20. When did the sexual abuse happen to you? ------
21. What form of sexual abuse did happen to you? (more than one an wer i p ibl 

1. Vaginal penetration 

2. Anal insertion 

3. Attempted rape 

4. Abduction 

5. Oral sex 

6. Forced to watch pornographic videos/pictures 

7. Used for pornographic films/pictures 

8. Molestation 

9. Forced /threatenecl! persuaded to touch or look at someone' s sexual rgan 

10. Others (spec ify) __ 

22. Where did the sexual abuse happen to you? 

1. At home 

2. Neighborhood 

3. At school 

4. On the street 

5. Cafe, hotel, bar, etc 

6. In the fores t 

7. In the river 

8. In the orphanage 

9. Others (specify) ___ . _______ . ___ . ____ _ 

23 For how long did the se)<:ual abuse bappen to you? 

L Only once 



2. Repeated fo r about one or two weeks 

3. Repeated for less than a month 

4. Repeated for less than two months 

5. Repeated fa r less than three months 

6. Others (specify) __________ _ 

24. Were your parents (guardian) around when the sexual abuse happened to ou? 

l. Yes 2. No 

25. [f your answer to Q. 24 is ' no ', where were your parents (guardi an ) al thall il11e? 

I . On work 

2. To visit relatives 

3. On a meeting 

4. Others (spec ifyJ _________ __ _ 

26. Sex of perpetrator 

1. Male 

2. Female 

27. Age of perpetrators ______ ____ _ 

28 . Type of relationship with the perpetrator 

I. Biological fa ther 

2. Biological mother 

3. Step father 

4. Step mother 

5. Brother 

6. Sister 

7. Guardian 

8. Relati ve in household 

9. Relati ve (gust) 

10. Ne ighbor 

11 . Fri end 

12. Teacher 

13. Student in school 

14. Employer 



15 . Others (specify) _________ _ 

29. Educati onal status of perpetrator ______ ___ _____ _ 

}o. Occupation of perpetrator (more than one answer is poss ib le) 

1. Civil serva nt 

2. NGO employee 

3. Merchant 

4. Dail y laborer 

5. Street vendor 

6. Farmer 

7. Police 

8. Teacher 

9. Unemployed 

10. Others (speci fy) ____ _ _ ______ _ _ _ 

31. Kind of habit to which the perpetrators is addicted 

1. Chewing chat 

2. Pushing drug/substance 

3. Drinking alcohol 

4. Watching pornographic videos 

5. Others (specify) _____________ _ _ _ 

6. No any kind of addiction 

32. What is the marital status of the perpetrator? 

1. Marri ed 

2. Never married 

3. Divorced 

33. What means did the perpetrator use to abuse you? (more than one an wer I 

possible) 

1. Forcing 

2. Threatening 

3. Verbal pressure 

4. Providing gifts 

5. Using position of authority 



6. False promise 

7. Negotiation 

8. Others (specify) ____________ _ 

34. What measures did the perpetrator take after the abuse? (more than one answer i 

possible) 

1. Verbal threat not to tell anyone 

2. Threat by showing knife 

3. Provide gifts so as to keep it secrete 

4. Others (specify) __ _ 

35. Do you li ve with the perpetuator under the same roof? 

1. Yes 2. No 

36. If your answer to Q. 35 is 'yes', what problems have you enco un tered as a result of 

living wi th the perpetrator? 

37. Have you ever reported the abuse to anyone? 

1. Yes 2. No 

38. [fyour answer to Q. 37 is ' yes', to who did yo u first report? 

I. To family members (including father, mother, brother, sister) 

2. To a fr iend or friends 

3. Teachers or others in school 

4. Relatives 

5. Police 

6. Others (Spec ify) _____ ..:..------

39. If your answer to Q. 37 is 'yes', how soon did you report? 

1. Immediately 

2. After a week 

3. After one month 

4. A fter two 1110nths 

5. After three months 

6. Others (specify) __ _ 



40. If you answer to Q. 37 is ' no ', what keeps yo u from reporting? (more than one 

answer is possi bl e) 

1. Fear of harm from the perpetrator 

2. Fear of beating from parents (guardians) 

3. Felt shame about it 

4. Didn ' t know where to report 

5. Fear of stigma 

6. I thought it was useless 

7. I thought it was normal 

8. Others (speeify) _____ . _ _______ _ 

41. If your answer to Q. 37 is ' yes ' what reaction did you face fi'om the person YO li 

reported the case? 

1. Warned me not to tell to others 

2. Failed to trust me 

3. Advised me to go and tell to the police 

4. Told me to take it easy 

5. Beaten/Insulted me 

6. Gave me the necessary support 

7. Others (spec ify) 

42. Do your parents know about the abuse? 

1. Yes 2. No 

43. Do yo u know any other sex ually abused children? 

1. Yes 2. No 

44. If yes, how many? __________ _ 

45 D' f ib . 1 order to keep other 
. Id your parents (guardians) take any measure a ter t le a use II 

famil y members from such abuse? 

1. Yes 2. No 



46. What do you think was the main reason that exposed you to the sexual abuse? 

1. Economic problem 

2. Respect for the abuser 

3. Love and affection of the abuser 

4. The negligence of parents (guardians) 

5. Others (specify) ________ __ _ 

47 . If you currently live away from your biological parents, do you have a plan to go and 

live with them? 

1. Yes 2. No 

48. If your answer to Q. 47 is ' no', what is your reason') 

I. I don ' t know where my parents are 

2. My parents are not alive 

3. They are elderly so they can't help me 

4. They are poor 

5. Others (spec ify) 



Annex 4: FGD Chcckli t 

1. f actors contributing to the sex ual abuse of children 

2. public awareness on the problem of sex ual abuse of childr n 

J. The fam i I y characte ri sti cs of the victim chi Idren 

4. The attitude of' the co mmunity towa rds victim chil dren 

5. The charac teri tic features 01' perpetrator 

6. The most widespread types of' child ex ual abuse 

7. The most vulnerable group of children 

8. The social settings that are responsible fo r child ex ual abuse 

9. Reasons for the under reporting of child sexual abu e 

10. The measures that should be taken to alleviate the problem. 
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