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Glossary of Local Terms 

Abaliji 
Arfasa. 
Adde 
Alaga 
Areke 
Ayyaana 
Baddaa 
Badadare 
Birr 
Bole 
dabo or jig 

Fira 
Farso 
GamoJjii 
Gann 
Gasha 
Ibiqqii 
Injera 
Iqub 
Idir 
Kabo 
Kebele 
Mahber 
Mize 
Maassa 
Obbo 
Qabiyee 
Ribbii 

Wonfel 
Woreda 
Zemech 

god child 
Short rainy season 
Miss 
non-relative 
home distilled alcoholic brew 
5jJrit 
highland 
mid land 
Ethiopian currency 
type of soil/ clay so il 
a form of voluntary association through which rural communities 
cooperate with each other to meet certain social and economic ends. 

relatives 
local brew 
low land 
long rainy season 
unit of land measurement equivalent to 40ha 
strew/ fodder for cattle 
a local bread 
credit association 
self help association 
supervisor of the campaign work 
government administrative unit at the community level 
religious association 
best man up on weeding 
farm plot 
mister 
permanent holding 
a system of livestock keeping in which a person looks after the cow, 
sheep or goat of a household in exchange for an equal share of the 
offspring 
an agreement whereby two or more individuals work together 
district 
campaign 



Abbreviations and Acronyms 

AMC 
BCFMP 
CBNRM 
CSA 

EFPA 
EPA 

EPRDF 

FAO 

FaWCDA 

FFWP 
IFMP 
IRRM 
JFM 
masl 

NCS 

NRM 

PA 
PFM 

Agricultural Marketing Corporation 
Borana Collaborative Forest Management Project 
Community Based Natural Resources Management 
Central Statistic Authority 

Ethiopia Forestry Action Program 
Environmental Protection Authority 

Ethiopian Peoples' Revolutionary Democratic Front 

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 

Forest and Wildlife Conservation and Development Authority 

Food for Work Program 
Integrated Forest Management Project 
Impoverishment Ri sk and Reconstruction Model 
Joint Forest Management 
meter high above sea level 

National Conservation Strategy 

Natural Resource Management 

Peasant Association 
Participatory Forest Management 
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Abstract 

This study is about the socio-economic impacts of the Dire afforestation project on poor peasants 
on the one hand and its adverse implications for the afforested resource on the other. The project 
as a peri-urban afforestation project was implemented during the i980s to meet the fue l. pole. and 
construction wood demands of the ever increasing population of Addis Ababa implemented as a 
top-down intervention the project alienated the local people ji-om their land and denied them of 
custommy rights to manage fo rest resources. 

The study is therefore intended to assess the general impact of the proj ect on economic and social 
fabric of the community; to identify the cause of deforestation as it relates to management option. 
livelihood status and land tenure relation; to see possible management option that curb the 
problem related to the project and to asses the attitude the community have towards the fores t 
resource as well as identifying conflict of interest between different groups Data for this 
research was collected using qualitative methods in which f used multiple data collection 
techniques. In the analyses and presentation of findings. the study combined theoretical 
approaches both in development-displacement studies and natural resource 
management/governance line of thinking. 

The result of the study shows that like most other projects in this country. the Dire afforestation 
project was established without consultation of the local communities. The study also found out 
that the project had impoverished the local community. which not only resulted from the move to 
the resettlement but also it puts restriction on access to the fores t resource. This made the local 
community victims of double displacement. Moreover. the diverse interests over the use of 
resource which became scarce led to conflicts and contradictions between the project and the 
comm unity on the one hand and within the community on the other. Understanding the 
impoverishment risks encountered by the people due (0 displacement and protectionist approach 
which in turn put the afforested (ree under severe threat. the research calls for another viable 
option (0 bring about double sustainability both for the people and the afforested trees. The study 
recommends change in intervention strategy of the government and other stakeholders in favor of 
Joint management approach. 

IV 



Acknowledgments 

My greatest debt of gratitude is to Mi ghty Waqaa for seeing me success ful all through my life. 

Without hi s abundant mercies and meti cul ous help , I woul d have not reached thi s stage. 

My special apprec iation goes to my instructor and adv isor Dr. Taddesse Beri sso, whose 

meticul ous gui dance, comments and encouragement has helped make thi s thes is a rea lity. The 

efforts that he made in prov iding me relevant reference materials, correcting and im prov ing 

my paper is much beyond hi s responsibility as an advisor. Dr. Gebre Ynti so mu t be 

menti oned for hi s brilliant idea I obtained while this thesis was at its proposal stage. 

I am also grateful to Chr. Michelsen Institute for covering all the expenses of thi s stud y. My 

profound grati tude also goes to the study communities for sharing their invaluable knowledge 

and in fo rmation with me. Their openness made thi s thesis poss ible. I also want to extend my 

heart-felt grat itude to my fri ends and their families for fac ilitating my fi eld work there. 

I reserve my especial thanks for Obbo Geremew Hordofa for hi s indispensable moral and 

materi al support in all of my Uni versity education . I also owe my indebtedness to Direb 

Worku, Hanna Geremew, Anteneh Geremew and Aden Geremew for their caring spirit and 

being excell ent hosts. My deepest gratitude and thanks also goes to Kassahun Kebede and 

Yeshewaget Geremew whose moral and material support are immense. I am very thankful to 

Kassahun who is always considerate for my well being and my success. I very much 

apprec iate the moral and material encouragements of Adula Bekele in all my post graduate 

study. I also want to extend my heart felt- thanks to Dejene Negasa for scarifying hi s precious 

time to read and edit the paper. 

My family members: my beloved mother Lomi Waqee and my father Eshetu Besha; my 

Brothers: Tesfaye Eshetu, Fiqadu Eshetu, Fayissa Eshetu, Dagafa Eshetu, Habtamu Eshetu My 

sisters; Birke Eshetu, Hawi Eshetu deserve my thanks for their moral support and never 

ending praying for me. 

v 



""II 

Chapter One 

I. Introduction 

Afforesta ti on and forest protec tion projects were ubiquitous and sources of excitement during 

the 1980s in seve ral develop ing countri es . Man y of th ese projects were top-down and anti-soc ial, 

ma rgin a li zing the peop le th ey arc supposed to he lp (Cl il le-Co le 1997; Castro 199 7) 111 rthi opia , 

for in stance, an ex ten sive alTo restati on and refores tati on pmgrams we re ca rri ed out foll owin g the 

1984/85 droughts. The statu s or th ose mass ive and cru sh projects, and th e li vin g co nditi on of 

peop le displaced because of th e projects remain less I·esearched. Since 1990s , however, se ve ral 

scholars undersco red the hard fac t that th e ill-conceived and unremitting resource conse rva ti on 

approach need to be people fri endl y eve n if the move on the part of policy makers is long ove r 

due (A lemneh , 1990,2003. Taddesse. 1995 , Yeraswork , 1985, Markos, 1997). It is co mpelli ng to 

state th at large-scale 'reforestat ion' and fo rest protec ti on projects are still under state stewa rd ship . 

These projects are conflict rid de n and had pervasive adve rse impacts on local communiti es. 

This stud y specifically focuses on pe ri-urban afforestati on project initiated in th e 1980s. Unlike 

afforestation projects carried out during th e 1980s , Peri- urban affo restati on project is rooted in 

the hi sto ry and expansion of th e cap ital city. Ever sin ce the rov ing capital city of imperial 

Ethi opia se ttl ed on the foot hill of Mount Entoto, population di spl ace ment and refo resta ti on has 

been a pi ecemeal process to sa ti sfy th e city's fuel and constructi on wood dem ands (Wood. 1999; 

Horvath , 1996). Thus , th e refo resta ti on project has to be seen as part of chan ge and continuity ; 

the change bein g the di sp lacement of large number of peopl e at one stroke and expansive ne ss of 

an age-old undertaking. The result , as correctl y stated by Cernea is "the impove ri shment of most 

of th ose di splaced" or as Gebre (2003) puts it- onset of "impoveri shment di saste rs" . 

At the hi gher leve l of generality , Ethiopia's afforestation pass ion has another implicit dimension , 

that is, recovering the "forty percent" forest cover th e country enjoyed at a certain point in time ' a 

verdict without a trial ' (see , McCann 1995). It was the occurrence of drought in th e 1980s that 

occas ioned an ideal situati on for the government in three distinct ways . First, the drought was 

attributed to defo restation and often seen as a sign of environmental degradation. Second , famine 

relief gave the gove rnment 'grain capital' (for want of a better word) to make payments in grain to 
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labourer to undertake what western donors would approve. Third, the government was the sole 

owner of all lands and had the might to do whatever it wished with it. Therefore, converting 

hill side pastures into tree zone was a 'simple decision and a national priority.' 

Reforestation was hailed as an achievement, apparently in the eyes of donors and conservation 

minded national elites (Taddesse, 1995). A total of 198,000 hectares (excluding buffer zone) of 

tree was planted from 1976-1988 in Ethiopia (EPA 1998), mainly eucalyptus in several parts of 

th e country using the above approach. As food aid continue to pour in , literally speaking, 

farm lands and pasture areas came under tree coverage. Dessalegn (200 I) one of the most 

perceptive social sc ientists had described the socialist government's so-called environmental 

rehabilitation as a waste or in his own powerful phrase, "littering the landscapes." 

Beyond landscapes disfigured, the social impact studies that examine how such projects affect the 

local population were rarely conducted. It is what has happened to their livelihoods, social 

fabrics, the implication for the status of the afforested trees and possible ways to deal with the 

problem, which underlies this thesis. 

The case study deals with the often called Dire afforestation under the auspices of Addis Ababa 

Fuel Wood Development Project, the project that stretches well over forty kilometers along the 

mountain rims . Like most other development project in this country the Dire afforestation 

project was established without consultation of the local people. The strategy that was used to 

establish and conserve the afforested tree has displaced thousands of individuals from their 

source of subsistence, transforming them in to afforestation refugees. The local people have not 

yet benefited from the project. Consequently, the local people became impoverished which 

actually resulted from the move to the resettlement sites and restriction to access to the afforested 

tree. Hence, this study explores the hardship the afforestation project imposed on the local 

community and the action taken by the community to overcome challenges they have faced. 

The interest to study the impact of the project came out of two interrelated happenings. One is my 

desire to work as an applied anthropologist, where anthropological knowledge and expertise be 

used to improve human concerns and problems. The interest to study this specific project 

occurred to me while I was doing fieldwork for a graduate seminar paper. My research looked 

in to the dynamics of rural urban migrants in Beke, a little town located forty kil ometers Northeast 
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....., 

of Add is Ababa. Several of my respondents happened to be those who were displaced by the 

project and the iss ue of di sp lacement recurred in conversations I made with the Migrants. They 

were fast to relate their case to hardships the project imposed on them. Their personal stories and 

a few cursory visits to the project site compelled me to undertake anthropological study. I had 

known North Shewa as my birthplace and , in fact, I li ved in a village few kilometers removed 

from where the project is located. I speak the loca l language and do share the broader matrix of 

Oromo ways of life, which has its own added advantage for a time bound anthropological 

resea rch such as thi s one. 

1.2. Problem Statement 

Ne ither the soc ial impacts of afforestation nor the poss ibilities for community-centered 

app roaches to reverse deforestation are fully explored in Ethiopia. The struggle is rather against 

the annual loss of 150,000 to 200,000 hectares of fore st resources in entire country (EPA 1994; 

1997). Of the given hectares of forest 'disappearing,' 144,000 hectares were forest land afforested 

during the socialist regime. Even if most of the deforestation occurred in the wake of regime 

change in 1991 , the continuity of the problem would not be a subject for disagreement. The 

remai ning forest cover now is estimated to be below 3% versus the conventionally held figure; 

forty percent of Ethiopian land was covered with forest at the turn of a century (Taddesse, 1995 ; 

NCS, 1990; EPA, 1998). If such condition continues, the story warns, the country would be a 

nation without forests. 

In Ethiopia afforestation in general and peri urban afforestation program in particular had been a 

national agenda in the 1980s. Large areas of lands especially, in the vicinity of Addis Ababa were 

converted in to eucalyptus plantations. Yet, the status in which those massive plantations are 

found is hardly known . Moreover, the increasing need of land for cultivation, human 

consumption of fuel and other activities are usually considered as major causes of forest 

depletion (Alemneh, 1990, 2003, Taddesse, 1995). Other factors that contributed to resource 

depletion were hardly gIven adequate attention both from the researcher and decision makers . 

People might express their resentment in different ways which puts resources at risk beyond the 

need based action as clearl y expressed by Scott in his book entitled Weapons of the Weak (Scott, 
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1968). In the case of affo restation projects th e act ion co uld be characterized as open access to 

regain land lost to the ' ghost' of state forest. 

Most of the di sp lacement and resettl ement studi es made in Ethiopi a we re assoc iated with 

development project like: Dam constructi on (Kassahun , 200 I), Urban development project 

(Dejene, 2005), Peri-urban displacement (Fe leke, 1999), Park related displacement (Taddesse , 

2004) , in addition to enorm ous research on drought caused popul ati on relocat ion. These 

researchers eloquently argued that most of such projects were in short of adeq uate soc ial analysis. 

Thi s study, like the above related studi es, intends to demonstrate the soc ial costs of affo restati on 

related di splacement program which is rarely ex plored by anthropolog ist in this country . The 

Dire afforestation project was established without the consent and read iness of the loca l people . 

However, as Salih, clear ly stated, the success of any projects relates not onl y to physical planning 

and efficient development of modern input delivery system, but also includes the loca l 

communities and their readiness to acco mmodate the change (Salih, 1992:31). 

The Dire afforestation project, the major components of Addis Ababa Fuel wood deve lopment, 

came in to reality base on the same method. The project was carried out using di splacement 

approaches. Large numbers of people in the areas now covered by forest were dislocated and 

their indigenous life style was disrupted . The people were made to move from their homestead 

either to resettlement sites prepared for such purpose or made to leave the wanted land by being 

organized in villagization scheme. However, scholars has put it clear that such a displacement 

approach to conservation or environmental protection was usually resulted in failure (Cernea and 

Schmidt-Soltau, 2004 ; Schmidt-Soltau, 2003). The approach is therefore currently under severe 

criticism for its inability to fulfill the expectation placed on it by inflicting aggravated poverty on 

many people. The study tries to asses whether the critics against the displacement approach could 

apply to the specific case of the Dire afforestation project or not. 

Moreover, the Dire afforestation project denied the local people benefits and legal access to the 

forest resource. Armed guards protect the forest alienating the community from it. In related 

sense Cernea in his newly emerged model argued that restriction on the use of resources imposed 

on people could be understood as one form of involuntary displacement (Cernea, 2005). 
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In Eth iopia, in several instances , tenants rejected affo restat ion appare ntl y to prevent the loss of 

land (Campbe ll , 199 1). Brown un der lined th e deep-seated nature of the probl em Acco rdin g to 

Brown, rural refo restati ons we re organi zed as pub li c work programme and " loca l vill age rs --­

wheneve r th ey were not supervised . . . planted the seed ling upside down to exp ress their 

resentment of a feudal social structure in whic h the tree pl antin g programs ultimate be nefi ts 

wo ul d acc ru e to land lords (B rown 198 1: 181). 

Aga in, foll owin g th e 1975 land nat ionali zati on, ownership ri ghts we re transferred to state with a 

new vigo r fo r reforestati on (Naga rit Gazeta 26, 1975) often ca ll ed "state conse rvat ion ism" 

(Oessalegn (200 I) . Arguab ly, Ethi opia had th e largest and extensive re forestati on and mountain 

closures during the derg (Taddesse, 1995; Pankhurst, 1998, Shibru and kifl e, 1996 ; Alem neh, 

2003). The unpleasant rea lity seen during the power vacuum was th at large amount of th at fores t 

was destroyed . At the same toke n, as obse rved in the areas of thi s stud y, the community dam aged 

all the property of the proj ect, pull ed down their home in the rese ttl ement sites and encroached 

in to the forest in the midst of power vacuum. I-lence , littl e informati on ex ists on current status 

and trends regarding those "state conservati sm," whi ch not only drained nati onal resource but 

impove ri shed land ali enated peasants. 

State stewa rd ship made th e peasant to consistentl y stand aga in st the forest that deprived their 

pasture and farmland (Taddesse, 1995, Yeraswork, 200 I). Thus the subj ect people continue to 

res ist re fo restation through de forestation partly as a form of res istance and I ive I i hood stress 

(Oessalegn, 200 I, Wood, 199 1, Yeraswork, 1995). Conseq uentl y a decade of afforestation was 

foll owed by deforestation (Oesse legn, 200 \ , Taddesse, \ 995) . 

Paradox ica ll y, the so-called state forest I ike that 0 f the 0 i re is sti II under government superv ision 

with pai d persons guarding it. Such strategies bes ide their effect on the afforested forest also 

resulted in conflict between the community and the guards. In the study area, for in stance the 

resea rcher observed serious tension between the community and the forest guards even up to the 

extent of killing each other. Studies elsewhere identifi ed that such protectionist approach more 

appropriately conservation against the people, prod uced little result (Poschen-Eiche, 1987 ; 

Utting, 1993) . Therefore, despite escalating environmental cri ses and continued loggerh eads with 

the loca l peoples researchers argue, "The social impact studi es to examine how the creation of 
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co nse rvati on wil l affCct the loca l populati on al'e rare ly co ndu cted (Uttin g. 1993 : 11 2), part icul arl y 

in Ethi oria 

Th erd ore thi s stud y loo ks at both th e environmen tal mana ge mcnt arproac h foll owed and th e 

social aspects of the afforestati on projects. I knce the iss ucs lik e ho\\ th e affores tati on projects of 

th e dap, reg ime affec ts different sec tion of th e commun ity. Do beneli ts de rived from th e fOITst 

reso urce (leCl'ued to the loca l comillunity. how th e loca l peop le respond to the ali enati on from 

th eir land and the statu s in whi ch th e afforesteci reso urce is currentl y fou nd , Is th e manageme nt 

strategye lTec ti ves and oth er i 's ues will be in vesti ga ted. 

1.3. Ob.iectives of the Study 

Thi s stu dy will have th e fo ll owing ge neral and spec iti c objecti ves 

J .3.1. General Objectives 

• To exp lore and document th e soc ial, econo mi c and cultural im pacts of reforesta ti on an d 

cOl1lmunity attitude towards state adm ini stered forest gove rn ance. 

1.3.2. Specific Objectives 

• To doc um ent the soc io-economi c condition of th e people pre and post affo restation program 

and demonstrate th e general impac ts of the projec t. 

• To ide ntify conflict of interest between th e loca l community and state conservati on act iviti es. 

• Identify th e causes of deforestat ion as it relates to the manage ment option , li ve lihood statu s 

and land tenure relations, 

• To see poss ible manage ment opti ons th at co uld eas il y reduce th e ex isting en vironmental and 

soc ial problems. 

1.4. Methodology 

Organization of the Field 

Though si te se lecti on and prel i m i nary stud y was made in th e month of October, th e ac tua I data 

co ll ec ti on was made between February and April 2006. Before that, the available secondary data 
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on the issue related to development projects and resource management were assessed and 

exam ined to obtain the conceptual understandin g on the point of di scussion. I-Ience different 

books , magaz ine, reports and any other related materi als were scrutinized. 

During the first visit, which was made in the month of October, I mainly focu sed on identifying 

th e study site and started to make contact with th e loca l peop le so as to establish rapport , which 

enab les me to identify th e potential key inform ants. Individuals who had been in the 

administration routine during the time of affo restat ion and other individuals from various groups 

of the community were se lected as informants. In doing so I was also able to identify the 

appropriate strategies that would enable me to obtain primary data. 

Qualitative data collection method was employed to gather the prImary data with direct 

involvement in the day-to-day life to study peop le. The technique used in thi s method was 

observation, interview (both structured and unstructured), and focus group discussion. 

Observation 

The study has utilized data obtained through my own personal observation of day-to-day 

activities of the study community: their livelihood option, their interaction with the forest 

resource as well as the project. I took a chance to participate in community affairs, which were 

moments to get some useful data related to conflict and the social history of the people. I 

established and maintained good cordial relationships with different sections of the affected 

community and forest guards to attend few social gatherings where different issues were raised 

and di scussed in informal ways. 

Interviews 

This method remained the core source of data in this research. Structured and unstructured 

interview were arranged depending on circumstances. Interviews were made to generate data on 

how the project came in to being, the process of land acquisitions and how the project approached 

the communities. In addition interviews were made on post afforestation issues, which include 

the soc!:l l and li ve lihood response of the loca l communi ties and the forest management body in 

the course of time. Thi s method was also if 1 )len ~"tcd ill idcnt i ying the appropr iate mech:1I1i sm 
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In managin g th e resource and the local capacity In thi s regard. Twenty-five individuals were 

interviewed, out of which eight of them were key inform ants. I met with key informant at leas t 

fiv e times and di scussed on the issues to the minimum for an hour every time we met. ,Intervi ews 

were held with well-reputed and knowledgeable community elders, form er PA leader, forest 

guard s, youn gsters and women. On top of thi s I used inform al di scussion as a mechani sm of data 

co llection . 

Focus group Discllssion 

Both arran ged and spontaneous focus group discuss ion were made with different section of the 

community to cross-check the views expressed by informants. The ge neral topics treated under 

thi s technique relates to what the di splacement processes looks like, experiences in the 

resettlement sites, the way they reacted again st the project, benefit sharing or alternative 

livelihood options, the future status of the forest and the like . In addition to thi s, pictures were 

taken during primary data collection in order to enrich the document with primary data. 

1.5. Significance of the Study 

It is hoped that this research will have practical as well as scholar significance. By demonstrating 

the impoverishment disaster the Dire afforestation project has brought on the local community, 

the study might induce the project and other concerned governmental and non-governmental 

agencies to think over how the local community could be the beneficiaries of the afforested trees. 

This could be by suggesting possible mechanism by which the affected communities derive 

benefit from resource either through sharing benefits or through putting in place other livelihoods 

alternatives. It also contributes to the understanding of the drawbacks of state stewardship in 

resource management and persuades policy makers to explore the way and means of maximizing 

the role of local people in managing resource. Moreover, since there is no adequate research on 

the social aspects of the deforestation this study will help other researchers to carry out in depth 

study on state of forest resource in the country. 

1.6. Field Experience and Limitation of the Study 

The fi ellwork fo r this study was not wi th out challenges and constraints. The coinc ide nce of the 

fi eldwor ' with polit ical tu rrl oiJ i the country fo,' \vhich tl e university st!ld cnts were blum 'cJ hJ.d 
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a signifi cant impact on my fieldwork . There was th e problem of suspicion both from the woreda 

official s and the community . They thought that I was th ere to find their political problems and 

report it to other political parti es . Thi s initiall y made some members of the community reluctant 

to provide me informations. An attempt was made to avoid their susp icion by telling them th at I 

was not such kind of person. There we re also others who ei ther assoc iated me with the project or 

with the go vernment. As a result they either emphas ized more about the problem s they enco unte r 

as if I was there to asses their problem from independen t pa rty fo r poss ible so luti on. The returns 

we re ve ry much suspicious since th ey th ought th at they are ill ega lly encroached in to the fores t. 

Some of them were not willing to tell me any thing for the reason that th ey were repeatedly asked 

abo ut their soc io economic problems but no one came back with response of what they asked. To 

so lve the problem I told them who I am and the objective of the study clearly. As a result they 

gradually deve loped full trust on me and started say ing ' he came to learn the prob lem we are in '. 

The other major problem I faced was time constraint whi ch might reduce the quality of the pape r. 

1.7. Review of Literature and theoretical framework 

1.7.1. Review of literature 

Problem of resource degradat ion particularly in relat ion to forest resources is as old as human 

hi story. Ethiopia is no exception . During class ical peri od the known Greek philosopher, Plato, 

observed the impact of tree removal in Attica. He stated that " there has been a constant 

movement of soil away from the high ground and what remain is like skeleton of the body wasted 

by di sease"(Plato, 1961 :389c quoted in Schmidt-Soltau, 2003: 526). However, such anxiety 

making statement seemed not the case in Africa particularly before the period of co lonization. 

Forest resources in Africa were presumed as abundant and needed further exploitation and 

domestication. Winston Chirchill(1908) made a statement that, 

" it ' s no use trying to lay hold of tropical Africa with naked finger. Civilization must be armed with 
machinery if she is going to subdue those wild regions to her authority . Iron roads, not jogging 
potters; tireless machines, not weary man, cheap power, not cheap labor, and steam and steal not 
sweat and fumbling. There lies way to tame the jangle more jungle than one" (quoted in Aritho , 

2001). 

Appropriation of land and natural resource by the colonial state followed suit in due course 

(Murombedzi, 1998:2). 
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Ne vertheless, th e asserti on did not stay on pape r. In not more than three decades, th e co loni al 

offic ers started writin g in di smay in the 193 0s and 1940s stating th at African resource are los in g 

res ili ence (Blakie , 1989) . Local communities who live adj ace nt to such reso urces were seen as 

blindly destroying it. Es pec ially in the 1960s and 1970s it i framed as the result of ignorant 

behavi or of rural and uncontroll ed populati on growth (Jeanrcnaud , 2002). It echoed the 

Malthusian dilemma even naivety in which population factor is disentangled as an overwhelming 

factor for resource degrada ti on. In Ethiopi a too, many li teratu res on reso urce degradati on is 

co lored with acc Li sin g loca l peo ple for similar epi sode (Oessa legn, 200 I; Yonas, 200 I; Campbell , 

1997, Workneh, 1998). Nevertheless, loca l peo pl e are well awa re of th e impact the environm ental . 
degradati on brings on their livelihood (Yeraswork , 1985 ; Markos, 1997) . In relation to thi s 

Fairhead and Leach (1996) cited in Pankhurest (1998) have provided ev idence of appropriate 

management of natural environment by farm ers and refore stati on th an deforestati on. On the other 

hand , although forest depletion is large ly attr ibuted to loca l community, the government itse lf 

plays an important role . Accordingly Oessa legn argue that, " Indeed , significant player in 

degradation process one which is usually ignored was the gove rnm ent itse lf ' Oessa legn (1997:4). 

Hardin, a biologist in his often cited article the "tragedy of the commons", grossly made the 

overwrought statement regarding the mi suse of recourses by the communities. He wrote, "the 

ruin is the destination toward which all men ru sh, each pursuing his own best interest in a society 

that believes in the freedom of commons. Freedom in common brings ruin to all (Hardin , 

1977:20) . Such proposition and others fuel ed and resulted in endless argument calling for direct 

involvement of state or privatization to reverse the predicament and ensure sustainable use 

(Blaike and Brook Field , 1987; Uphoff, 1998; Chapman, 1995 ; Murobedizi 1998, Adkhari, 200 I ; 

Mather and Chapman, 1995 ; Richards, 1997). This resulted in the extensive transfer of resources 

from local community to the state. It is not the mere transfer of property right to the state; it also 

applies to the resource management issue. State property for instance, could be managed by the 

state agencies (Getachew and Damte, 2000). 

Likewise, forest resources also come under the state, which effectively removed the jurisdiction 

of the local communities over natural resource and what Argwal( 1997) called statization 

(appropriati on by th e state) and privati zation (appropriati on by individua ls). The conservati oni st 

or protectioni st approach as it is labeled (Utti ng. 1993) furth er appropri at ' d forest land and land 
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for forest deve lopment fro m the loca l co mmuni ty . Moreover, benefi ts deri vin g fro m fo rest 

resource are usuall y not accruing to loca l commu niti es who have customary right and 

custodianship ri ght over resources (Ragassa, 200 I). Loca l peo ple are usuall y exc ludes in 

planning and management processes. 

The reforestat ion programs lack we ll art ic ul ated objecti ves. The ac tion usuall y took the fo rm of 

tree planting alone. As many li tera tu res portray, however, th e refo restati on and the promot ion of 

sustainable fo rest management are not tree planting or regulation of tree fa lling; rather, they 

i nvo I ves in the way peo ple use land and organ ize fo r them (U tti ng 1993: 163) . I n the afforestati on 

program tree planting so lely regarded as the end . In thi s regard Alemneh stated "affo restati on in 

Ethiopia is mainly seen as the planting of tree and the equa ll y important fac tors of ownership , 

management and utilization of thi s tree are given littl e considerati on" (A lemneh, 1990:38). 

Increas ing the number of trees in the area may have littl e benefic ial effect unless the above issues 

are taken in to account (A lemneh, 1990, Yeraswork , 200 I). The probl em of enviro nmental 

deg radation therefore can' t be so lved by afforestati on alone; what is required is a holi sti c 

approach. 

Nonetheless, such state owned lands have for generation been places where people have li ved, 

obtained livelihoods and all ocated use ri ghts among themse lves, where in co llusion or contention 

(D ronbos et ai, 2000). Forest having live lihoods, soc ial and symbolic significance beyo nd state 

reductionest view as a shield agai nst ensuing envi ronmental cri ses was curtailed and fo ll owed by 

government scrutin y (Newman, 1997, Koeni g, 2001 ; Agrawa l, 1997). Local peo ple we re seen as 

management problem and their institu tion atavi stic (U phoff 1998) . Whily and Mbay, (200 1:22) 

with particular reference to east Afri ca and South Africa exposed that reservati on has been more 

concerned until recentl y to secure moist and mountain and closed canopy forest most of which 

are new indeed held as government forest reserve. 

However, government stewardship of resource is found less feas ible and effective than ever. The 

performance of the regime is being questi oned as it resulted in continuous deforestati on. The 

major reason for th is might be the exclusion of local communiti es from afforestation program and 

management system. 
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Anthropolog ica l and soc iolog ica l researchs criticized the influential argument of Hardin and the 

assumption derived from th e thesis that it did not give due attenti on to social pattern of re ource 

use. The subsequent findin gs refuted the view th at loca l peopl e destroy the environment and 

showed to the contrary th at they sustain it (B road , 1994, Ragessa , 200 1). Thi s is not to deny th at 

th e loca l peo ple cut trees when their survival is at stake. 

Lately, the premise IS getting momentum In th e theo retical and practical arena of resource 

conservat ion in a bid to reverse resource depletion and poor perform ance (Pankhurest, (1998; 

Broad, 1994; Guggenheim and Spear, 1985). Guggenh eim and Spear, 1985 forcefu ll y argued th at 

forest manage ment is an ac tivity less familiar to rural population is a gross mi stake. Some even 

went to the extent that the state should withdraw from resource management. 

Thence, since th e 1980s people ori ented conservati on narratives helped to leg itimize a global 

conservation (Jeanrenaud , 2002:22). Neuman ( 1997) tri ed to work out the major thinking of 

people ori ented approach in which conservation will not be successful unl ess the local 

communities pal1icipate in its governance and rece ive material benefits from protected areas. 

Social institutions successes in managing resources for centuries is seen as a mechanism to 

vehicle the intervention commonly called Community Based Natural Resource Management 

(CBNRM) (Pankhurst, 1998; Uphoff, 1998). The attempt is not wrong by itse lf but many argued 

that the drift towards community-based institution also needs thorough analysis (Pankhurst, 

1998). In . a community, there is no such thing like institutions purely assigned for resource 

management. 

The afforestation program is never new in Ethiopia. It started at the end of 19 th century with the 

inception of Addis Ababa as the seat of the government. As many literatures reveals, the naturally 

grown forests in and around Addis Ababa were deforested with the establ ishment of the city due 

to population pressure and high demand for fuel wood by the resettled community (Horvath, 

1996; Jagger and Pender, 2000; Gebre Markos, 2001) . To prevent such huge amount of forest 

depletion and to solve the acute shortage of fuel and construction wood the peri-urban 

afforestation program was introduced for the first time by the government of Emperor Menelik II. 
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The afforestati on program was ca rri ed out with importati on of euca lyptus tree from abroad. A 

th e loca l name, bahirzaj,(a tree beyond th e sea) indicate the tree is not nati ve . It is an immi grant 

from Australi a th at arri ved in the 1870s (Horvath, 1996 ; Jagge r and Pender, 2000). The plantati on 

program first occurred on the undul ating areas surround in g Add is Ababa (Horvath , 1996) . 

Grad uall y, however, the eucalyptus plantati on expanded into rural areas and as a result, the 

spec ies is currently seen wide ly in every homestead in and aro und Add is Ababa. Because of its 

fa st growin g nature, pl anting th e euca lyptus tree is found as the remedy for severe shortage of 

fu el wood espec iall y for the ri sing number of urban dwell ers. Hence, large pre i-urba n plantation 

scheme has been promoted around urban centers in the country. 

Since the end of the 19th century diffe rent governments made seve ral efforts in forest 

deve lopment endeavo rs. The mass ive scheme of affo restat ion had, however, been made by the 

military reg ime du rin g th e 1980s. During thi s period, an extensive afforestati on scheme was 

conducted as part of the political agenda . Large areas, espec iall y hill sides in the country, were 

covered as check to environmental degradation, to fulfill the increas in g demand of fuel wood and 

po les as well as constructi on materi al in urban centers. There was also a program of rehabilitation 

of degraded land throughout the country allocating a great deal of human and capital reso urce 

though it had onl y marginal impact (A lemneh, 1990). 

Accordingly, to realize the serious shortage of fu el wood in Addis Ababa city the derge 

government establi shed several peri-urban plantati on projects. The Addis Ababa Fuel Wood 

Plantation and the Addis Beha Fuel Wood Plantati on schemes were the two major schemes 

establi shed with the total cost of 180 million birr. Most of these afforestation projects, including 

the Dire afforestation project derived their budget from donor groups. The major donating 

agencies in this program were World Bank, African Development Bank, European Economic 

Commission, F AO and other governmental organizati ons (Pohjonon and Pakulla 1990 cited in 

Jagger and Pender, 2000). Two theoretica l approaches are used in thi s project: The natural 

resource management approaches and resettlement theory. 
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1.7.2 Theoretical Framework 

1.7.2. 1. Environmental Management approaches 

To check on continued resource degradation, di fferent management opt ions are employed in 

different countries in which Ethiopia i not an excepti on. The most important ones are 

community resource manageme nt, state manage ment, individual management, and joint 

management approaches (H arri son, 200 I). This resea rch tries to see the subjects of the study with 

in the lenses of different resource management options. In fact I gave more emphas is to state 

reso urce manage ment through which the reso urce under study is bein g managed and Joint or 

com munity based resource management for its importance for both the sustainability of the 

livelihood of the local people and the resource under the study. The other management options 

are also briefly discussed . 

State management system 

State resource management has been one of the resource management options devised in 

response to Hardin' s (1968 : 1244) thes is: the tragedy of the commons, which advocates, state 

control of resources as means of avoiding degradation of the commons. Hardin ' s thesis overtly 

suggested resource alienation from community or state stewardship is a panacea to reverse 

resource degradation . Consequently, land in general and forest resources in particular fell in the 

hands of the government, and successfull y marginalized, di splaced, and ali enated local 

communities from their resource base, especially in developing countries (Barrow et al., 2002) 

Most states therefore bent on misguided conclusions and carried out extensive reforestation to 

conserve mythical pristine forest at the expense of local communities. The central theme of this 

approach is that the national government has a formal authority in resource management 

excluding other stakeholders from managements and benefits from the resource. Under this 

option, resources were managed using protectionist approach, structured in top to down fashion. 

The same approach of detaching local community from the physical resources, which had began 

a century ago in Ethiopia, was culminated to nationalizing all lands and forests in the 1970s. 
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Large areas of land were selected , demarcated, and broad ly delineated as protecti on and producti on 

forests and transferred to state ownership for better protection and management. 

Forest resource came under th e state ownershi p parti cul arl y fo ll owing the proc lamati on No.225 

and 2270f the 1965 and both natural and planted fo rest became th e property of th e state. The 

decree gave power to the state to des ignate and demarcate any land as protected forest where thi s 

was found necessa ry for the purpose of conserva ti on (Melaku , 2003) . In oth er words most of the 

forest polices des igned were in favo r of sta te stewardshi p. Thus the customary ri ghts of loca l 

people to access and co llect fo rest products were curtail ed (A lden Wily and Mbaya, 200 1; Melaku , 

2003) . 

Despite continued forest resource management by state everywhere, the ac hi evements were very 

di scouraging. Hence, th e role of th e state in resource management today is unde r intense 

criti cism. Thi s is because state authori ties were part of deforestat ion process whil e peo ple bent on 

deforestation to symboli ze their res istance. Moreover, the government fa il ed to enforce control 

over forest, to the ex tent that it became open access resource (BeFMP, nd). The state 

management approach was also criti cized for undermining traditional common property regime 

and di sempowering local communities in term s of both resource ownership and responsible 

resource use. Forest protection and exc lusion has also not proved sustainable; it rather resulted in 

considerable loca l res istance and reso urce abuses. 

Early anthropologica l works have unde rlined that "control on wood cutting never makes fo restry 

policy except answering the major development or management problem to resource 

(Guggenheim and Spears, 1985). The increased recognition of the incapability and incompetence 

of the state management system urged scholars to suggest more participatory approaches that 

incorporate soc ial and environmental objectives (Agrawal and Gibson, 1999). 

Individual Forest Management 

Individual resource management is one of the options proposed by Hardin (1968) to prevent 

resource degradation. Hardin advocated private ownership or strong central authorities as 

necessary institutions to prevent the tragedy of resource degradation. Under such scheme forest 

protecti on and conserv ation would be th inherent responsibi litv of a sing e individual or stat . 
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The logic behind thi s approach has been related to property ri ght and the incentive gain. The 

central argument of this approach is that the incentive ga in in the private property system 

compels the owner to protect hi s forest resource effecti ve ly. 

Nevertheless, scholars do not welcome the approach. The approach is criti cized for its exclusive 

nature and serv es only the individual stake . It is also cr iti cized for underminin g the customary 

management system (BCFMP , nd , Chi shomjn , 2000). The concern of private management 

system has more to do with revenue gain th an protec ti on (C hi shomjn , 2000). I-lence, the 

sustainability impacts of privatization are ambi guous and not necessar il y positive. 

Community management system 

As indicated by many writers the community resource management received a great attention as a 

viable alternative to the state and private resource managements contrary to Hardin 's arguments 

(Uphoof, 1998; Cernea, 1985). The community resource management option was widely 

recognized in the 1980s when international bilateral and multilateral organizations allocated hu ge 

amo unt of budget for the establi shment of soc ial forestry (Cernea, 1985). The objectives were to 

stimulate the active involvement of local people in fore st management activities as a means to 

develop the livelihood of the people. 

The central point of such management option is that local communities have to have a full and 

general autonomous responsibility for management and utilization of resource using their loca l 

institution . The local community have the inherent capacity to form institutions based on trust, 

communication, and anticipation of future interactions that are well enough to prevent dominant 

strategy of the individual (Ostrom et al., 2002). 

This option, however, as many writers indicated has come under criticism. The idea that neither 

the state nor the local user alone can manage most natural resource prevailed. Many studies show 

that the optimum formula for forest management is joint control and management by government 

and the local people. But, it is claimed that the community alone cannot implement or enforce 

sustainable natural resource management without the legitimate sanction of the government. The 

government can help provide an enabling environment for participatory forest conservation 

,rticulorly thraug.
1 
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land tenure security and user ri ghts for involved interest holders, and education and other forms 

of capacity buildin g. 

Joint Forest Management 

Joint Forest Management (JFM) is one of the emerging strateg ies that is recogni zed as popular 

and significant route toward securing and sustaining forests in Afri ca (W il y, 2002 ; 2004). It 

refers to the partnership of local communities with the gove rnment in the manage ment of forest 

resource. JFM is usuall y defined as the sharing of power and responsibilities as well as benefits 

between the government and the local communities (Lar and Berkes, 2003; Isaac and 

Mohammed, 2000 ; BCFMP, nd ; Beck , 2000; Alden Wily and Mbaya200 I) 

Its idea simply means that an agency with jurisd iction over an area (usuall y state agencies) mi ght 

develop a partnership with other relevant stakeholders (primarily including local resident and 

resource user) , which specify and guarantees their respective function, ri ght and responsi bility 

with regard to the area (Borrin-Feyerabend 1996:8 cited in Beck, 2000). 

The term Joint Forest Management is usually equated to and used interchangeably with 

Community Based Forest Management, Co-management, Co ll aborative Management, 

Participatory Management and Multi Stake Holder Forest Management (Lar and Berkes, 2003; 

BCFMP, 1999). As many writers exposed it, JFM has evolved as a response to the realization 

that state and private resource management has been a dismal failure and in many cases led to the 

mismanagement and loss of natural resources. Moreover, the emerging paradigm that the local 

people sustain their environment led to the search of thi s new option. Incorporating local 

participation is seen as essential component of success ful resource management option (Uphoff, 

1998; Willy, 2002; Neumann, 1997). Because of the wider global moves toward the participatory 

approach, and the internal weaknesses of the state to police forest areas effectively and enforce its 

own rules, the Ethiopian government was obliged to incorporate this new system into the life 

long paternalistic forest management approach in the late 1990s. 

JFM is more encompassing strategy, which usually regarded as middle range between state and 

communities (Uphoff, 1998; Willy, 2002). Due to this fact, currently JFM is receiving great 

attention as vi abl alte rn ti c to rcSOU;'(' 'S rn ~:,. :l~cment by the S~(lt - , it Ji',i _l1:ll
s 
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community (Uphoff, 1998). JFM is considered as advantageous strategy because of the foll owing 

reasons. JFM is believed to provide the framework for loca l incentive for sustainable resource 

use. It enco urages benefit sharing and acco mmodates the need of community stakeholde r. It 

integrates NRM with community we lfa re and recogni zes the role of stakeholder people liv ing in 

and around the forest. It transcends stri ctl y defi ned property ri ght and combines them in 

imag inati ve way to build producti on on mutuall y be nefi cial relat ionship . 

Most JFM initiative works through loca l user groups as orga ni zati ons that rep resent the 

institutional arrangement fo r management of pa rti cul ar resource. Therefore, loca l institution that 

takes responsi bi I iti es is im po rtant in th is approac h. Fisher ( 199 1) states th at th e ex istence 0 f 

effective loca l organizati on is important to the success of co ll aborati ve resource management. 

1.7.2.2. The Impoverishment Risks and Reconstruction Model (IRRM) 

Reso urce management models could only be used to evaluate the management opti ons used in 

the co untry and suggest the alternative to be used. In reforestation projects, newl y created forest 

eco logy, the stakeholders and th e procedures appear different. Reforestations were undertaken at 

the expense of the local people who are still worse off economicall y. It was based on 

di splacement approach. Therefore thi s research ex plores the impoveri shment risks developed by 

Michael Cernea in development-induced settin g, whi ch in fact includes forest development. 

The Cernea's 1M model is the widely used model in di spl acement and involuntary resettl ement 

stud ies. The model rests on Cernea's long ex peri ence both in the fi eld and desk research. The 

model is being used extensively as guideline fo r researches dealing with di splacement and 

resettlement in Africa in which Ethiopia is included. The model has also been tested and applied 

in environmental protection sector (Schmidt-Soltau, 2003). It is al so the founding rock for policy 

development in many countries and giant lending agencies in development and environmental 

issues like the World Bank (Mc Dowell , 2002). 

Acco rdin g to Cernea, eight impoveri shment ri sks encounter those who are di splaced by 

environmental conservation projects as any other development projects. The major ri sks 

identified by Ccrn ea are: Lanolessn ss, Joblessnes , Homelessncs , Ma rginali .Jtion. f ood 

Insecurity, Jn crc(l scd iYlortality anu ~vio rbid ;t y, Loss of QC '-:S3 to common i.rope rty I· :··.~ l!rl~ ;'r:d 
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However, in spec ific cases people may experience SO llle 0 1' '-' I ) · l il. :':,0\" ' J ::; ic I i~:s ( 'e n ea, 

1997). The extent" of the ri sk variables might not be also the same. The di fference is the 

byproducts of site circumstance, di stance, sett ing and season. Hence, unless remedial measures 

are taken, "the people may physica ll y persist but the community that is no more" (Downin g, 

1996). 

Each of these spirals of ri sks is also interconnected or interdependent. Koeni g (200 I) tried to 

categorize these ri sks in to economi c, soc ial and welfa re issues. Landlessness, joblessness and 

lose of common property reso urces are seen as economic. In relati on to social sphere, change of 

sites and prohibition of access to resource di smantle the vital soc ial networks and li fe susta ining 

informal networks. Social voluntary assoc iations and se lf- help organizations are also di rupted. 

Thi s is soc ial di sarticul ati on (Cernea, 1997). On the other hand, homelessness and lack of shelter, 

food insecurity and increased morbi dity due to di sp lacement causes soc ial stress. Social stress is 

the product of socio- economic stress and environmental change (Cernea, 1997 and 2000). 

Cernea also di scusses about ri sk di fferenti ation. He sa id one or another ri sks may not be 

ex perienced by a parti cul ar subgroup as a whole. Accordingly, women and children suffe r more, 

as they are the most vulnerable group . The other vulnerable groups such as elders are not given 

emphasis by Cernea 

Currently, new conceptual framework that defin es restricting access to protected areas as one 

form of di splacement has come into ex istence . Acco rding to thi s model, the restri cting of access 

to indigenous people or others in pa rks and other protected areas is taken as in volu ntary 

di splacement even when phys ica l displacement and relocation are not required. Since, such 

restriction im poses impoveri shment risk on the loca l community; it makes the victim group stand 

against the protected area (Ce rnea , 2005). Thi s model could also be app li cable to see the 

protectioni st approach that the governm ent uses to manage forest resource like that of th e Dire 

afforestation project which also denied access and means of li ve lihood. 

The above points call fo r combined theoretica l approches that gui de thi s study and he lp to 

understand the condition of both the displaced people and the status of the fo rest. Hence , the 

theoretical framework underl ying thi s study wi ll be based on the Resource Managemen t 
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Approaches and Cernea's Impoveri shment Ri sk and Reconstruction (IRR) models. In relation to 

thi s, the research tries to identify the level of impoveri shment re ulted by th e estab li shment of the 

forest and its management system. Addit ionally, the re ea rch hi ghli ghts how the Joint Forest 

Management or Commun ity Based Forest Management fit in such situati on. 

1.8. The Structures of the Thesis 
This thesis has six chapters. The first chapter introduces th e theo retica l and prac ti ca l foundati on 

of the thesis, problem statement, research objectives and methods used for lata co ll ection. 

Chapter two forward s the general background of the study area. It hi ghlights the socio- economic 

and cultural background of the communities under stud y. Chapter three briefly de cribes the 

hi storical background of the afforestation projects, the di spl acement process , th e reaction of the 

community , and the management policies of the pI' ject. Chapter four presents the 

impoveri shment risks resulted from the afforestation projects. Chapter five di scusses the different 

conflicts and contradictions resulted from the scarcity of resource, which is mainly attributed to 

the afforestation project. The chapter al so clearly demonstrates the theoretical and empirical 

implication of the projects. Chapter six presents the main conc lusions in relati on to the objectives 

of the study. 
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Chapter Two 

2. Physical and Socio- Economic Profile of the tudy A rea 

Thi s chapter tri es to assess th e ph y ica l etting and general soc io economic backgroun d of the 

study area. The area 's locati on, topography, cli mate, so il type, nora and fauna will be een 

bri eny. The popu lati on, subsistence trategies and oth er soc iall y important issues arc also 

disc ussed und er thi s chapte r. 

2.1. Physical Settings of the study a rea 

Loca tion 

Thi s stu dy is conce rn ed with th e afforestat ion project foun d in Berch Alelctu \\Io r edo . IJer eh 

IIle /lu woredo is situated in no. rth Shewa zone or th e re gional ·tate of Oromia at fo rty ki lometers 

northeast of Add is Ababa along Des ie road . Acco rdin g to th e reports of th e r~eg i o n a l 13ureau f 

Pl anning and Econom ic Deve lopment (2000), th e wo reda shares b rderline with Kimbibet 

\I'oreda in north . Wuchale .Iida and Mulo . ull!lI :\ ill \\' l'~ 1 F ,,~ <';l1 r'\\(\ 7.o. ne, Amh ara reg ional 

state and Add is Ababa are found in its South L:.ast. orth I ~ a s t and Sou th re spect ive ly The 

woree/o has an area 0. 1' 1389 quare Kil ometer th at makes it the third largest \)Ioredo in No rth 

Shew(\ zo ne of th e OrQlll ia Reg ional State nex t to. Su lulta Mulo and De ra \Voroe/os. Sendafa is the 

ad mini strati ve center 0. 1' the wo redo. The stu dy sites are loca ted at th e western and so uth we tern 

area of th e wo reda, app rox imately midway betwee n Senda fa and Addi s Aba ba. 

Topography and Clim ate 
13ased on th e da ta obtained from th e Regiona l 8ureau 0. 1' Pl anni ng and [conomi c Deve lopment, 

the altitude of the wQred~\ ranges from abou t 1200lllete r to 322 8 mete r high above sea leve l 

(ma sl) Rulli (3228I11 a::; l) is th e hi ghest moull tain foll owed by Kumb (3 184111a I) and Ye rer 

(3000masl) mountain s 

The landscape of the ",oreda is largely nat plai n in it. so utheastern part. Hill y fea tures 

characterize its remaining parts. Eucal yp tu S plan at ions. bel onging to the Finfine Forestry 

Deve lopment and Marketin g Enterpri ses. cove red most of the hill y parts of the woredo. The 
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Hloreda has different rivers and streams whose so urces are the mountai n areas. The th ree Ion cst 

rivers in the woreda are Alellu (36km), Mikewa(29km) and kessem(23km). There are al 0 rivers 

that have their source in the spec ific area of the study: Lega TaJo and Lega Dadhi. Lega Dadhi 

River is the river on which lega dadhi dam, one of the major water reservoirs that prov ide 

drinking water for Addis Ababa population, was constructed. In the study area there is al 0 a 

small reserv oir built to complement the water suppl y of Addi Ababa. It is the Dire emergency 

Dam which was constructed in the vicinity of Dire resettl ement village. 

In terms of its agro climatic zone, the major parts of the woreda fa ll with in the mid altitude 

(bada dare). Out of th e total area of the wo reda Badda dare (mid-altitude), baddaa (hi ghl and ), 

and Gamo)jii( lowland) covers 72 percent, 22 percent and 6 percent respectivel y. The tu dy area 

fa ll s more with in baddaa and to some ex tent in bada dare clim ati c zo nc. Ba rl ey is th e major 

crop grown in baddaa zone. 

The area s characterized with bi modal rain : Ganna (1 ong rain y sea on) and ArJasa(short rain y 

season). The main rainy season as it is the case in major parts of th e country is during ganna 

season, fallin g between June and September. Relatively small er rain , aji-asa, is ex pected durin g 

the month of February through April. The rain in both ganna and Q/jasa is utilized for crop 

production . The major cultivation season in fact is during th e main rain y season. The short rainy 

season however is important for grow in g barley among the stud y community. 

2.2. Soil Types and Vegetation Cover 

The Regional Bureau of Planning and Econom ic Development has identifi ed three-dom inant 

types of so il in the woreda . These are verti so ls (b lack so il) , bole (loca l Name) and nitosols (red 

so il) coverin g 68%, 20% and 12% of th e total land coverage of the \\Ioreda respecti ve ly. The 

nature of the so il s favor grows of different crop verit ies and vegetation . 

The major crops grown in the woreda are cerea ls, which acco unt for th e largest share in term s of 

area coverage and production . The crops grown includes barley, wheat, teff, sinar, from cerea ls, 

horse beans, field peas , lentil from plus and linseed and ni ger seed from crops. The areas no"" 

covered by euca lyptus tree, were known best for growin g barl ey, wheat and pulses . Teff is rare ly 
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on I Ion . le peop e use to grow grown in the area now covered by forest due to its cll'matl'c c d't' TI I d 

such crops both in main rainy season and arfasa Currently h h fl " )' . , owever suc pattern s 0 cu tivatlon 

became a history. Firstly the land that best suits the growl'ng f th . k b o ose crops IS ta en away y 

eucal yptus plantation. Secondly the arfasa rain became uncertain especially since the last two 

decades. 

At present, the woreda has got large areas of manmade fore st of eucalyptus trees. Euca lyptus 

tree is the dominant plantation, which gave charisma to the mountain of the area. While traveling 

along the western side of Asmara- Dessie road , starting from kara to northern part of Addis 

Ababa, one can see eucalyptus tree dominating. Most of these trees are planted during the 

afforestation programs of the 1980s. This does not mean that there were no other tree types. Prior 

to the afforestation scheme the hillside used to be covered by indigenous trees like Gaattiraa 

(Juniperus procera), Garbi(acacia albide)and Golole. But now those indigenous trees are 

di sappearing. 

2.3 The Socio Cultural and Economic Condition of the Study Community 

2.3.1 Population 

Socio culturally almost all inhabitants of the study area are homogeneous Oromo groups. They 

belong to the decedents of the Tulama Oromo branche whose ancestors originally expanded from 

Mada Walabu, (the southeastern part of Ethiopia) to Oda Nebe around Dukem area. According 

to Haberland, (1963), the Tulama Oromo family is the dominant group in Shewa especially in its 

Eastern and Northern parts. Torban Dba (the seven Obo) is the dominant sub branch of the 

Tulama Oromo in the study area, out of which Eka is the major one. The Eka groups 

predominantly inhabited the area stretching from eastern and northern part of Addis Ababa, 

northwards up to Jida and Abichu area. The Abichu and the Jida branches of the Tulama Oromo 

are also found in the study area. Beside these, there are insignificant number of non- Oromo 

immigrants, particularly the Amhara are found concentrating around churches. 

Afan Oromo (Oromo language) is the language of communication and administration as currently 

th
' t f Oro n1'la (the land oel Or01110) In te rms of reli gion, the majority of the 

e case 111 every par 0 , " . 
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populations are followers of Traditional Oromo religion (Waaqeffannaa) though they seemed 

practicing the Orthodox Christianity and Islam religion side by side. 

According to Central Statistics Authority 's (CSA) reports of the 1997, the di stri cts has got 

116385 and 10,533 rural and urban population respectively . Along sex ratio, 49 .9% of the total 

populations were female and the remaining 50.1 % were male . In terms of age , 49.8% were found 

in the age ranges between 15 and 64. These means large groups of population are found in 

economIC age. The average population density of the woreda was 91 % person per square 

kilometer. 

Like other Oromo population, the Oromo groups of the study area ge nerall y reckoned their 

decent patrilineally i.e. through father line . Right and duties are claimed through the fath er. 

Inheritance is through father's line. When we turn to kinship, at length the Oromo in general use 

the term fira for kin and the opposite is alaga for non-relatives . Kinship relation is defined in 

three ways: relatives through blood (jira dhigaa) , affine relation (jira Sodduma) and fictive 

relations which includes aba/ijii(god child), and mize (best man). 

The Oromo groups of the study areas are monogamous and exogamous. Marriage with in kin 

groups up to seven generation is strictly forbidden. If it happens it is considered as haramu(incest 

taboo). Those who found in such affairs are totally excluded from their kin. The residence pattern 

is patrilocal. Different issues are taken into account, when marriage relation is proposed between 

two families . The socio economic background of the girl and boy's family is seriously looked at. 

Marriage with ostracized groupS such as buda (people with evil eye), qomaxa(leprosy) is not 

favored. 

Different marriage types are practiced among the groups in the study area . These include : Fudha 

kadhaa(marriage based on family request) , Buttii( abduction), Irradhaba( sudden request of the 

girl for marriage) , Sigabaa (illegitimate marriage) and Fedhii( marriage based on the agreement 

between the boy and the girl). 
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2.3.2 Subsistence Strategy 

The main subsistence strategy of the community in Berhe Aleliu woreda is farming. Agriculture 

as in the entire country remains the mainstay of most households. Farming system in the area is 

characterized by rain fed , mixed farming, based on cultivation of animal trac ti on of grain and 

pluses. 

The main crops grown are barley, teff, wheat, beans, peas, lentil s, and other vegetables like 

potato, tomato, onion, cabbage and others that are grown around the home garden. Barley used to 

be the main crop grown in the area now covered by eucalyptus plantation. ref/is hardly grown on 

the mountain area due to its agro climatic condition. Previously, due to the availability of 

suffic ient plots of land every individual used to fallow parts of his/her farming plot to maintain or 

increase the productivity of his/her farming plot. No enough land is currently avai lable to prac tice 

fa llowi ng. The then farming plots of the community were taken away by afforestation project. 

Hence, at present the community was forced to use artificial fertilizers, which was never known 

in the area before the afforestation program. Through fallowing their land the local people used to 

produce sufficient production. Currently, however, they failed to become self-sufficient even by 

using chemical fertilizer. The cost of chemical fertilizer has become a new cost brought about by 

afforestation program mainly due to the reduction of land. Since the average number of their 

farming plot is not more than two, they have been forced to use the same type of crops on the 

same land for unlimited time, which in turn affects productivity. 

The annual agricultural calendar could be broadly divided in to ploughing, weeding, harvesting 

and threshing. Each of these consecutive seasonal agricultural tasks in turn contains a setoff 

interrelated tasks. Slack season is usually between January and May when different social 

occasions took part, especially marriage ceremony. 

Livestock play an important role in the community's agricultural system, providing draft power, 

manure diet cash and means of transportation and stock of wealth. They also constitute a major 
, , , 

security and copying strategy during harvest failure. Dung of animals beside its use as manure , 

I 
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the market and hence it serves the community as source of income too. Milk and milk products 

were of important source of cash for women particularly before the di splacement. 

The main livestock raised in the study area include: cattle, sheep, goats, donkey, horse and 

chicken. The landscape and the agro climatic condition of the area presentl y covered by trees 

used to be favorable for livestock raising. In resettlement sites, however, due to the shortage of 

grazing land and inhospitality of the environment many individual became cattl eless. Pack 

animals especially donkey is the most important means of transportation . In every household it is 

common to find at least one donkey. Since most community members depend on firewood and 

charcoal trade, they use donkey for transportation purpose. This made the price of donkey very 

hi gh. 

Off farm activities are also the major means of subsistence among the community of the stud y 

area . Due to the shortage of farming plots, every body in the area was forced to depend on 

different off farming activities to sustain their lives. The most common off fa nning activiti es in 

the area includes: selling of charcoal, fire wood, and wind dropped leaves; working as daily 

labour; ap iculture and petty trading. 

Charcoal, firewood and dropped leaves selling is the dominant means of subsistence for almost 

al l the resettlers in general and the landless and the youngsters in particular. The wind dropped 

leaves, on which no restriction was imposed is a. vital source of cash earnin g espec iall y fo r 

women and children. It is common to observe women and children collecting the dropped leaves 

in the forest at any time . This is a new copying strategy, which they did not know before the 

afforestation program. Charcoal and firewood trading to near by towns including Addis Ababa 

city play great role in supplementing or even complementing the li velihood of the resett lers. 

Unlike to the dropped leaves, the community could not maintained free access to cut th e tree for 

the production of firewo od and charcoal. However, they managed to do so either in th e absence 

of guards and usually under the cover of darkness. 
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They purchase food, cloth , pay iqub and idir and other expense using the income they generate 

fro m se lling firewood, charcoal and wind dropped leaves. The adverse effect of such acti vities on 

the fo rest resource is vividly evident (see chapter fiv e). 

Beside thi s, particularly youngsters and landless are engaged in dail y labor activiti es mi grating 

from their areas of origin. Most of them are migrating to Addis Ababa and nearby town 

espec ially to Bake town,. where lentil processing is done manually, which neces s i~te hu ge 

labour. Others who acquire a small tract of farmin g land also supplement their it ome by 

engaging in indifferent off arm activities especially during their slack time. The elderl y members, 

on whom the impact of afforestation is severe, depend on share cropping their land out and 

renting their land out in cash. The remittance that channeled towards them from their migrated 

chi ldren also supplements their income. Girls also migrate to the urban center to engage in da il y 

labour. Currently due to the construction project-taking place in the Lag Tafo near the 

Yekasedeen kebele, most community members both male and female have got the opportun i ty to 

engage in dail y work. In Dire Sokoru too, the fl ower plantati on established in the area created job 

opportunity for a few. 

Wo men bes ides engaging in charcoal and fire wood trading are also engaged in petty trade to 

supplement their income. They brew local drinks: Areke and Farso . Areke is one of the loca l 

drinks in the area. Women are also engaged in di fferent activities using the money th ey obtain 

from government and non-governmental credit organi zations with small amount of interest rate. 

Using the money they are engaged in the activiti es like rearin g sheep and fattening catt le. 

Organi zing themselves in-group, they also involved themselves in planting vegetab les and other 

activ ities . 

2.3.3 Land Tenure System 

Histo rically various land tenure systems had evolved among the Oromo community in general, of 

h
. h h d 't'es are not exceptional As literatures reveal, the earli est land hold ing 

w IC t e stu y communi I . 

system of the Oromo was probably qabiyyee(perm anent holding) system (Tessem
a
. 1980; 1986; 

Hultin , 1987; Tekalegn, 1985; Mirgisa, 1994). The Oromo had developed the qabiyyee institut ion 



to regulate the tempo of their great expansion to minimize rival claims on newl y occupi cd 

territory and to avoid clash among different clans (Tessama, 1980). It was by usin g this 

institution that they have practiced the recognition of ownership right of first occupier of the 

vacant land . The qabiyyee institution is therefore, refers to established right of precedence in 

occupation of newly conquered land. The clan that arrived earlier and sized the land held it as its 

qabiyyee to the exclusion of other who came later. In other words the qabiyyee system used to 

regulate land occupation right with in the different clans. Those who came later had either bypass 

beyond the claimed territory or became dependent on the one who already secure his possess ion 

(qabiyyee). 

Jan Hultin explains the situation by saying "the first immigrant claimed the large area of land and 

became the founder of the territorial agnatic decent group we found today" (Hultin , 1987 :24). 

According to him the first person who took the land was called Abba lafa(Falher 0/ land) on 

whom the fatherhood of the whole linage estate vested. He devolves portions of thi s land to hi s 

sons and the arrangement continued by his sons and their siblings as parental representati on of a 

linage. Though this is the case the whole territory is named by the first person who took the land . 

In rel ated sense the Eka is a linage territory first held by an individual call ed Eka one of the sons 

of torban obo (the seven obo) of Tulama branch. Land among the Oromo was thus the exclusive 

property of a group agnatically related who have share of a linage territory. An individual has 

only use right. 

A fter the conquest of the area by the northerners such institution has ceased to ex ist or to be 

practiced. The advent of Menelik's force imposed form s of tenure system represented , by and 

large , by dominant-subordinate relationship between political authorities and the indi genous 

people. This tenure system is called gult system. Under this system, the ruling emperor granted 

holding to individual often the nobility or individual who provide services, for the emperor. 

Those endowed with gult right had the authority to collect taxes , tributes and undertake 

d 
.' t' I A dl'n

o 
to I'n'ormant most of th e land they inhab ited and the one, which is 

a \11l11lstra Ive ro e. ccor 0 I' , 

covered by forest , belonged to the landlords. The peasants were reduced to tenants. 
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This system of land tenure system came to an end in 1975. The b nd reform of 1975 gave th e li se 

ri ght only and ownership of land was denied to every individual. The land reform declared the 

state the owner of all lands. The consequent state ownership of all lands, made it pl ain to 

di spossess lands given to the peasant whenever needed in the name of conservation and other 

state initiated programs like villagization, resettlement and state farm schemes. It was thi s moto 

that made the community of the study area to be dispossessed their landholding for tree planting 

programs. Since there was no land redistribution, the community under the study acquired their 

current holding during the derg regime through land allotment. The community generally, holds 

small size of land, which in turn has an implication on the fore st resource 

2.3.4. Community Voluntary Associations and Work Organizations 

As it is the case in different part of the country, among the study community there are different 

voluntary associations and work organizations formed for self-help and mutual assistance. These 

include iddir, iqub, mahber and dabo. 

Iddir 
Iddir is a mutual association of a community basically meant to organi ze a burial of a dead 

member and to assist the bereaved family (Taddesse, 2000). Iddir has its own rules and 

regulations. It has its own administrator usually called idir Dagna. When death occurs, it will be 

announced immediately to all members of Iddir. Until the dead is buried, every member is 

expected to perform different duties ; announcing the death , buyin g necessary materi als, 

contributing foods, digging grave and the like. It also involves periodical fin ancial contribution 

by members that would be used towards solving problem of bereavement. If death happened to 

some ones' relatives the member has an obligation to accompany the bereaved members , 
acco rding to their agreement. Those who fail to perform it duties and responsibiliti es are 

seri ously punished according to the rules and regulation of th e Iddir They corporate dur ing 

acc ident for instance when a house of a member burnt, durin g the death of Oxen and etc. They 

constructs the house for member whose houses destroyed by fire . For instance , they contribute 

money for a man whose oxen died -etc. In the study area both male and female have their own 

idder(male Iddir and female iddir respectively) . 
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Iqub 

Amol'g the study community iqllb is one or the lital and common mech:lI1i sms r sav ing 

money. It is a voluntary money pooling association rotating the sum among th e mcmbers on 

monthly basis. It is a very frequent practice in the area especially in both Dire and Qarsa 

resettlement sites. The iqub I observed in Dire resettlement site was the one held in the home of 

Addee Magartu every Sunday. This iqub for instance, consist thirty members including secretary 

and chairperson. Every member gathers to pay the weekly contribution. It has important role 

among the study community through which they sustain their life. As Taddesse(2000) clearly 

puts it the motive behind organizing iqub is the desire to save money for specific purpose. Since 

the money comes in collective form it is useful to dress themselves and their children, to 

purchase crops once and to fulfill any other necessities. To pay the money every body in the 

study area used the forest as main source of cash earning. Every body male and femal e engaged 

in burn ing charcoal, collecting the dropped leaves to get the money for iqub. A person can be 

member of more than one iqub association ifhe could manage to pay th e money. Membership is 

free . In qarsa resettlement site iqub money usually collected on the weekend where as in Dire 

resettlement site usually they organized on Tuesday and Sunday. An individual who is not the 

member of at least one Jqub is hardly found in the study area except elders who have no means 

of gaining money to be the member. The amount of money contributed by each member vanes 

from iqub to iqub. It varies from 5birr to 25 birr in Dire. 

Mahber 
There is also religious association called Mahber. According inform ants Mahber is inherited 

from the Amhara priests there who ordered them to join mahber. Even if it is organi zed in 

re lation to reli gion on the days of saints the community used it as a time to come together and 

share what they have . It is people who have proximity and good relationship like peers and 

friends who became a member of the same mehber. This is simply used to strengthen social ti es 

amo ng the individuals and households who have intimate relationship . 
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Dabo 

Since members of household are not self sufficient to perform different tasks, they enter in to 

cooperative agreement with other households . The most widely used system of mutual a si tance 

is ca ll ed daba or jigi. Daba or jigi is a system of mutual help whereby th e hou ehold , who face d 

a shortage of labour, obtain extra working hands. A household which ca ll s other fo r dabo has to 

invite them with food and drinks for lunch and dinner in return for the ass istance rece ived . The 

lunch is served at the work place while dinner is served in the evenin g at the ho ts famil y's hou e 

where participant enjoy themselves, eating ,drinking , singing. The number of people who 

parti cipate in a given daba varies depending on the socio-economic status of the individual wh 

call s fo r Daba. A person who calls dabo may get individuals whom he know through hi s 

kinsmen or friends in other areas. This is usually called Jigi dabarsaa .. Currentl y, though it is not 

comparable to that of the pervious time it is performed accordingly . 

There are also another mutual help relation between age mates and neighbors, which is u uall y 

called wanfel. This is for minor work like weeding, collecting harvest and the like . Peers or 

yo un gster used such relationship even to cut the tree in-group. For instance, if they cut the tree, 

for some one today , tomorrow will be for other. The tree plantation on their farmin g land affects 

all these work organizations. 
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Chapter Three 

3. The Afforestation Projects and Dislocation of the Local People 

3.1. Dire Afforestation Project 

Dire affo restation project is one of the components of the pervious Add is Ababa Fuel Wood 

Development Project. Following the collapse of the Derge government in 199 1, the project was 

officially transferred to the Regional State of Oromia. This transfer can be viewed as part of th e 

wider decentralization process of the EPRDF government. Backed with thi s decentrali zati on 

measures about 93 and 75 percents of the pervious holding of the Addis Ababa fu el wood 

development project and the Addis Beha fuel wood plantation scheme respectively we re 

transferred to the Regional State of Oromia and began to be called Finfine Forestry Development 

and Marketing Enterprise since 1994. 

The Fintine Forestry Development and Marketing Enterprise consists of all the forest resources 

arround Addis Ababa up to 50-kilo meters radius. The forest is mainly found in three Zones of 

Oromi a Regional state. It is found in Berh Aleltu and Sululta Mulo woreda of North Shewa zone, 

Wolmera and Alem Gena woreda of West shewa zone, and in Ada'a Liban, Akaki and Gimbichu 

woreda of East Shewa Zone. The forest covers a total area of27,765ha. 

The Dire Afforestation project is therefore state forest plantation being protected and utili zed by 

Fintine Forestry Development and Marketing Enterprise presently. Funded by African 

Development Bank the Forestry and Wild Life Conservation and Development Authority 

(Fa WCDA) conducted this massive tree planting activities in the area. The tree plantati on 

activities were accomplished between 1984/5 and 1989/90. 

The paramount objective of the project has obviously been to establish eucalyptus plantation to 

provide as much fuel wood, pole and building materials as possible to Addis Ababa city. The 

. .. I f 12 849 ha of land out of which the man made 
Dire forestatIOn project covers the tota area 0, ' 

plantation, the natural forest and open farm covers the area of 10,145. 70ha, 148ha and 1802ha 

d k b I s which merged two or three previous 
respectively. It stretched over 16 newly restructure e e e , 
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PAs. The tree was planted using the displacement a h II · 
. pproac , expe mg large number of peo pl e 

from their homestead and resettling them in new locations. 

The afforestation project was conducted using the principle that tl I d C le peop e an torest ca nnot go 
together. Hence, large numbers of people of the plantat·lon C d b areas were torce to e re ettl ecl to 
safe di stance from the forest. The maJ·or tree type used I·n afcorestat· E I 

II Ion program was uca yp tu 
Globulus. 

3.1.1 Problems of Demarcation: "the land was already demarcated from the 

air" 

The demarcation of the area designated for eucalyptus plantation was not participatory. The loca l 

people were neither consulted nor involved in the process from the very beginning. On top of 

these , no preliminary investigation was made to see the socio economic background of th e 

commun ity as well as the fertility of land. The people complain about the inclusion of fertil e 

croplands fo r tree plantation. They inquired: "how the government does like trees and hates its 

own peop le?" Before the land designated to afforestation project was demarcated, the 

communities were told that they would take part in the process of delineation. 

Nevertheless, during the demarcation process, let alone the major portion of the community, 

those who were in the administrative routine were not involved. My informants who were th en in 

the administration line recall that official from the woreda came and informally told them, 

pointing to the mountain, that the government needs this land for limat(development) purpose. 

Later on they were called to attend the seminar arranged in Addis Ababa. The objective of the 

meeting was simply to brief them what was intended to be accomplished in the area . In the 

meeting somebody briefed them supported by audio visual, about the afforestation program and 

its benefits. They were also told about the need of the government to cover hillside areas where 

land became infertile and degraded. This was done in the month of October only five months 

before the implementation of the program. The seminar seemed to be arranged for propaganda 
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* 
Purpose . Obbo Merga from Dire Sekoru who h d h h , a got t e c ance to attend the seminar narrates , 
about the seminar as follows , 

Case 1 

Obbo Merga is 70 . ~e returned from Dire resettlement site to his previous homestead area ten yea rs 
ago. He was the chalrpers~n of the then sixPAs. He attended the seminar organi zed by Addis Ababa 
Fuel Wood Deve~o~ment III October 1984 In Shola. The seminar was conducted from 4:00pm to 12: 
00 pm. Two IIldlvlduals fornl. every PA . in which the plantati on scheme was intended to lake pl ace 
were InvIted to attend the semlllar. He saId after lIttle explanation was given to us we passed mOSI of 
the time watching a vi.deo film. The content of the film was about deforestation, drought , and 
envIronmental degradatIOn. They also showed the film to convince us how important it was to 
convert the d~graded land ~n.to forest in terms of checking environmental degradation, attrac ting rain , 
and creatl~g Job op~ortul11tIe.s for the local people. The film showed how the community became 
em ployed III the project and Improved their living standard. Obbo Marga said the video show also 
emphasized the importance of afforestation program in generating income for the people invo lved 

It was in this way that the news of afforestation reached their ears, They did not expect th e is 'L1 e 

were that much relevant to them since there was no much infertile land in their PA. Besides thi s, 

they were waiting for the demarcation processes, The idea came to most of the community by th e 

time the project began to undertake the activities. When their land was flooded with large crowd 

of people holding the material with which they dig the land, it created a panic situation to all of 

the inhabitants including the PA leaders. Consequently, being traumatized and annoyed by the 

situation, all the inhabitants marched toward the people who came to dig their land , armed with 

sticks, knifes, spears and with what ever they had in their homes , The issue created 

confrontations in some areas, 

Soon the woreda leader named, Galana Debela, accompanied by a large number of police forces , 

arrived while they were in dialogue with the labourers and the kabo (the supervisor). His arrival 

calmed down the situation, The community strongly expressed their protest to the official. They 

I , d h . d' '~t' 'th the planned proiect and its process of implementation at the exp alOe t elr IssatlSlac Ion WI J 

t' h h t' g vernment's assistance to solve their problems. One important Ime w en t ey were expec 109 0 

issue the community raised to the official was about the demarcation. The response given to 

* 1 This was ma(" for the , .::ct:ri t, 0f'11" in for '1111'! ", 
All the n 21: ' ~S a f the in or:nan t in this thesi s are P seUGO narDC:S . , . - , . . < , _ . J ' 
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them was "the land was already demarcatedfirom the a/'r" At tl 'I I I ' le same time, oca peop e we re 

informed that they would leave the land for resettlement s'lte Th ' d h ' , IS aggravate t elr protes t. 

Both persuasion and intimidation were used to make the comm 't I' l' he unl y accept t le proJec t. 

police caught and took those individuals who refused to accept the proposal. The offi cial al 0 

fri ghtened the community by the alleged reason that they will be taken to Gambell a, The people 

said that they were not even sure of their stay in the area since the time co incided with th e 

resettl ement of people from the northern part of Ethiopia. They still recall the story an offi cial 

told them, which clearly indicates that they could not make a sli ght change to the issues alread y 

decided, lleettin baka laji hinjiren ga 'ajettee lafa irraa kate kate otto lafa hinflxin dUle(literall y , 

means rabbit run to reach where there is no land, died before finishing the land), This send the 

message that they could not stop the program, 

To sum up, it was with this condition, without the participation of the local community 111 

demarcati on process that the afforestation project took over a significant porti on of land from th e 

community indiscriminately, In doing so, many exceptionally fertile croplands were converted 

into euca lyptus plantation, This does not mean that there was no infertile land, but large areas of 

land put under the project were fertile. My informants describe the fertility and the suitability of 

their pe rv ious lands especially in growing barley, by saying "Garbuun issaa ilkaanfaradafakata 

(l iterall y, the barley used to be grown in their pervious lands look I ike the teeth of the horse). The 

foll owing case study clearly indicates the inclusion of most fertile land in to project area, 

Case 2 
Obbo Lami is 77 , He described to me the fertility of two of his farming plots taken over by the 

project and showed me where it was situated from a distance, These farming plots , are called 
Babarga 'aa and Aradda. Their fertility is known in the area, [n those good days, he said , he used 
to produce 60 and 80 hinqib t from Babarga 'a and Aradda respec!lvely. He added , even the tree 
planted on it is different from other tree emphasizing the productiVity of, the land , As to him , t~ e re 

h t f lands taken away by the projects and converted IOto eucalyptus plantation , 
are many suc ypes 0 , " "(I' II h t 
Unhappily, he said" maali gonaa waqaafi mangiislii dhan hm mormanll Itera y, w a can we 

do, you don't confront with God and government) 

t "I Ilv "3'l ' l f"'i'lnl , 011': ::i ';', : , "~ ' :''-::1t to 50-kilo gram, 
' [' ' " I d" I ,, !,\otl' ll:J'P'" (\C~ , I,,. I , , - , - , [' i:1<l',) IS I ,l e tr .. !t lOf1} , I ,GJS lI riO J " ," '" , 
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The community was especially against the takeover of the' C t'l I d b h . Ir ler I e an y t e prOjects even when 

the afforestation was deemed necessary. Had chances were g'lvel t th ' . d 1 0 e community to emarcate, 

such loss of fertile lands would have not happened. 

3.1.2. The plantation Activities 

Like the afforestation and other conservation schemes carri ed out throughout the country during 

the 1980s, the Dire afforestation projects had been conducted through food-for-work program. 

The project employed hundreds of individuals from the displaced as well as from surroun ding 

commun ity to execute the plantation activities. Digging, pitting, planting, thinning and protectin g 

were the major duties performed by the employee. Some peop le were also employed in nursery to 

take care of the seedlings. Some were and still are employed as guards in the project. 

The local peop le initially rejected taking part in the duty, as part of boycotting the process. It wa 

embarrassing for them to dig the land they used to cultivate and harvest varieties of crops out or 

it. On top of these, by the time when digging was started, the farmers have already prepared all 

the farming plots for planting on it. Hence the community found it unethical to plant eucalyptus 

tree on such lands. They expressed their feelings at the time saying, "harka maltu qibqbii nu 

qofora jeneet didinee" (literally, what hands of us can dig the land already prepared to plant 

crops on). Therefore, it was the people from different areas especially the Gurage who took the 

initiative to plant trees first. Later on, however, having no other alternative the local peoples were 

forced to involve in the activities. Realizing their ill feelings , the project made the local peop le 

work in other areas. This was done to minimize the risk of improper plantation. 

Initi all y the pay was in cash. When it started, 10 cents was calculated per hole in which tree was 

planted. Due to the reluctance of the people to work under such pay condition, the project raised 

the money to 15 cents, 40 cents, and 75 cents per hole through time. Later on , however, wheat 

and oi I were introduced. The maximum amount of wheat calculated for the participants was 3 

kilogram and some amount of edible oil per day. According to Stahl, the daily ratio of wheat and 

. . . 23k'l m and 120 aram respectively (S tahl , 1990). 
ot! calculated for every participant was . I 0 gra 0 

P d thl bas
'ls Yeraswork stated that it was due to serious food shortage 

ayment was rna e on mon y . 

d d I
·' der ~ood for work program have been a welcome 

during the 1980s that foo e Ivenes un l' 
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supplement to locally produced food (Yeraswork, 1985). This holds true for the community th at 

was di spossessed by eucalyptus plantation. 

3.2. The Displacement and Reactions 

3.2.1. The Displacement Process 

The mountain area now covered by eucalyptus plantation had been inhabited by large number of 

peopl e. Informants described the land as suitable for growing different crops, espec iall y ba rl cy. 

The massive afforestation program under taken by Mangistu 's regime clai med a ignifi ca nt 

portion of such lands indiscriminately from the peasant farm ers and converted it to euca lyptus 

plantation. 

Consequently the people who had been living in the area were forced to move and settl e in one 

part of the village. In the study area the people were dislocated either in accord ance with the 

national villagization program or through resettlement scheme. Due to th e co incidence of the 

afforestation program with the national villagization program, most members of PAs in which the 

afforestation program was carried out were made to leave the land through the villagizati on 

program. These were PAs whose lands partially fell in the designated plantati on areas. 

There are also a number of farmers who have lost all of their lands in those PAs, and who were 

movedto the resettlement sites while the majority joined the villagization program . Under Dire 

afforestation project only three resettlement sites were established. These were Dire, Qarsa, and 

Jida of which the former two are the focus of this study. 

[n Dire and Qarsa resettlement sites about 315 and 330 households respectively were resettl ed 

from more than one PAs. Such big numbers of households were made to resettle in an area not 

more than 5-6 gasha+ of land. The people who came to the resettlement site were from different 

PAs. In Dire and Qarsa resettlement sites, for instance, households came from six and four PAs 

respectively. The Dire resettlement site consists of households that arrived from Tulu Korphecha, 

S k B Q
. B D bdebe Xanqolee and Warabii . The Qarsa resettlment site constitute 

o oru, urra Iqee, ura e , 
households from Eka Qarsa, Eka Sire, Eka Dode,and Xanqole PAs. Households from Xanqole, a 

t . ~95 O~? square meters or 40ha. 
One gasha - approx imately eqUIvalent to j , J_ 
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PA on the borderline between the two settlements , were resettl ed in either of the resettl ement 

sites according to their preference. 

The people were resettled with out their will. The implementati ons of both the afforestati on and 

the displacement programs depended on the dictatorial polici es of the then gove rnment. It did not 

take into account the basic needs and feelings of the people. The loca l people were not 

part icipated in site selection of the resettlement sites. 

The comm unity relates the cause of their dispossession and resettlement to th e government 's 

strategy of transforming the socio-economics of the rural community, espec iall y the Agri cultural 

Marketing Corporation CAMC). This agency had the responsibility to determine the pri ce of gra in 

and to make the peasants pay the grain quota. Accordingly, every farm er was to deli ver grain 

quota to the agency throughout the nation in which the study communiti es we re not exceptional 

(Stehl , 1990). 

The main reason for the mass displacement and resettlement in the study area is still attributed to 

the fail ure of local people to deliver the grain quota to the government. Inform ants revea led that 

they were unable to pay the quota because of two bas ic reasons: the bad harvest and the 

spec ific ity of the crop types to be paid. In 1984 and 1985 due to crop failure in the area, whi ch 

was also the case in many parts of the country, the community appealed to the government 

signi ng petitions twice. In the petitions, the people argued that their land was not fertile as others 

with whom they were made to pay equally. Moreover, the crop type they produced was sinar and 

barl ey, which were not accepted as quota crops. Therefore, they requested the government to take 

the issue into consideration and excude them from quota payment. In relation to this there was a 

song at the time, which explicitly expresses the obligation every individual has to pay as grain 

quota: 

"saabil gabaa doniyaan bukkeen uratee, 

Kan qabu kanfalee kun badii kutatee" 

. . d d its sides those who can afford 
This literally means, "the bag of the gram quota IS am age on , 

"Th' h ws the onerous nature of quota of the 
paid it, and other decided to leave the country . IS s 0 

. f h . d' ates the system as foll ows: 
time. A case study from the community urt er m IC 
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Case 3 

In 1984, as usual we were asked to d I' h . . . el ver t e grain quota to the governm ent. 
Unfortunately It was bad lime when there was a poo h t d d . . r arves ue to rought. As a res ult , 
we petitIOned to the government for exemption Altern at' I I d . Ive y we a so ma e our requ e t to 
the ~overn~en t to pay other crop type.s such as sinar and barl ey th at we prod uced, noting 
the In.fertillty of our lands. In the petition we tr ied to bring our plight to th e governm ent 's 
attentIOn and signed It. We had never expected such thl'ng w Id h r ' II . ou ave com e.' lila y a 
cadre came to us uSin g our request as a pretext to tum our lands in to the project lands for 
affor~s tatl o n purpose. One elderly In fo rm ant, abba Cirma conclu ded thi s unfortun ate 
s ituation by say in g, "arabnii rakkoo bahee rakkoo nama gata" literally coming Oul of a 
corner, the tongue leaves one In a terr/ble. In other words the problem made them to sign 
a petition and put them in other more severe problems. 

Genera ll y, thi s was the major reason why the communities were evicted from their land. The plan 

for evect ion was probably made in advance even though the quota issue seemed the immcd iate 

reaso n. The resettl ement was not intended to relieve the loca l people from the food insccurity 

they suffe red from since they were resettled in areas not appropriate for farmin g. The loca l 

people we re rather taken to areas not conducive for agriculture th at co ntri buted to their 

impoveri shment and social hardship. No compensation was paid for the households for all the 

losses as a result of the relocation. In the resettlement sites houses have been provided in te rms of 

roofed pole structure. The cost of walls and interior details had been covered and made by 

individual resettlers. Beside this, small tracts of lands were provided to the resettl ers as 

repl acement. 

Informants stressed that nobody among them was enthusiastic about the pl antati on and 

resettl ement programs. As a result there were resistances even though they were pac i Fi ed either 

by coercion or by false promises. Individuals resisted by refusing to destroy their houses. Most of 

the houses were demolished by campaign (zemecha) unexpectedly. Houses were destroyed in the 

absence of the household members and even while sick or women that give birth were in the 

house, d
· h' i' t Addee Ababu 50 years old and a female household head acco r IIlg to t e 1Il10rman s. , 

recall s the way her home was demolished: 
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Case 4 

It was Monday; my husband was not at home H . .. . 
asked to destroy our house volunt '1 b . e went to VI Sit his reiallves. We were inili all y 
husband a group of individuals ca an y d ~t we refused to do so. Finally, in th e absence of my 

(a local bread) They dl'd not me an
k 

estroyed our house . At that time I was baking inj era 
. even as me to collect I . ' 

destroying. When my husband ca b k h my property. cned , but th ey res umed 
. me ac, e was shocked but he could not do an y th in . he 

was even taken to prI son for expressing resentment for wh at has happened to our house. g, 

In fact, there were people who fled to urban areas and othe If ' ( r paces re ustn g to go to the 

rese ttl ement sites. According to informants there were al so cases of ' d" d I 1 . d ' tJ1 IVI ua s W1 0 co mmttte 

suicide frustrated by the situation. Others were also ~orced to accept tl 'd . 1 I' le I ea Wit l out t lelr 

interest. 

3.2.2. Promises 

To win the heart of the community the projects also employed deceptive meas ures side by side 

with punitive measures. As various studies indicated, the unrealistic promises given to the people 

before the move seemed a common mechanism of persuasion. Resettlers were idea ll y pro mi sed 

that their adjustment in the resettlement area would be quite smooth (WoldeseIasse 2004; Gebre, 

2004). This has also happened in the study community. Similar with what Scudder (1 985) stated , 

the afforestation projects exaggerated the benefits the community would acquire from the 

plantati on. 

The people were promised better living standard and secured job in the project for abl e-bodi ed 

individuals. Elders and incapable individuals were also promised social security. They were 

promised to be given 3 kilo of wheat/day equally, with those who engaged in the activities . Social 

services like clinic potable water school and electricity were also promised to be built for the , , 
community in the resettlement site. However the promise turned out to be totally untrue after the 

move. 

In the implementation of the afforestation program, every willing individual was allowed to 

engage in the activity through food for work. Though they were reluctant to work at the first 

ph bl b d
· d ' d' 'd al took part and became employed in the projects for the lack 

ase, every a e- 0 Ie Il1 IVI u 

of other alternatives. They benefited from these activities for five years. They did not fee l the 
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risks of food insecurity and joblessness that much d' h . urIng t e time they were working in the 

project. 

Out of the soc ial services promised only clinic . . center was constructed III Dire afforestati on 

project. Potable water was made available for the com .( f b h . mUI1l les 0 ot resett lement sites though 

it hardly benefited the community. It was destroyed during th . e power vacuum . Inl 99 1 In Qarsa 

resettlement site generator for electric power was installed b t . < U gave no ervlce and fin all y 

damaged during the turmoil period . The project did not establi sh schools for the people who 

already moved out of the plantation area up to now At pl'esent no soc 'al .' cd ' I . , I se l vices are loun In tle 

resettlement sites except the clinic in Dire. That itse lf is not supported by the project. The 

community often raised issue of maintenance, especially of water pum ps on every meeting. Yet, 

no response was given to date . 

3.3. Reaction of the Community 

The program faced strong opposition from groups excluded from participating in the project. The 

community opposed the program in different forms at every stage of its implementat ion. Firstl y, 

they confidentl y expressed their resentment to the woreda official about the intention of the 

government to takeover their land. People argued that the unilateral decision made behind doors 

to expropriate their land was not fair and should be reserved. As indicated above, however, they 

were forced to accept the decision. Secondly, they refused to involve in the ac ti vi ties to expres 

their an noyance, even though, they joined it lately for the absence of any other alternatives . In 

some places , they chased away the labourers who came to dig their land . Thirdl y, they refused to 

pull down their houses and move to the resettlement sites. As a result houses of the com muni ty 

were demoli shed by zemecha (campaign). The community also expressed their discontent by 

tilling the demarcated land under the cover of the darkness, destroying the planted seed lings 

using different mechanisms, for instance by adding atela (residues of local drink Farso) on the 

newly planted seedlings . 

In Tulukorphecha P A the resistance against the afforestation project was even backed by acti on 

O 
l' Th I I I . ted the plantation scheme by staging demonstration arm ed with 

r lorce. e oca peop e reSlS 

I I B d 
. th managed to retain the land for their own use. The defended area 

oca weapons. y oll1g so, ey 
now looks like an island, in the midst of forests and no afforestation has taken place on it. On ly 
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few individuals who were situated in th . h e penp eral area were made to resett le In Dire 

resettlement sites. 

The aggregated bitterness of the local community had been witnessed during the power vac uum , 

when they took destructive measures against the project. At the tim e, all those who were 

di ssatisfied and disappointed by the project took different measures. Immediately, follow in g the 

news of the collapse of the derge regime, the first measure taken by resettl ed and the urrounding 

community was to target the project. The community destroyed every property of th e project. 

They burnt down documents, damaged offices , destroyed gra in and oi l stores and loo ted th e 

property in it. They even robbed the roofs of the project houses. One of the part ic ipan ts in th e 

issue narrates the event as a drama. He reported that there were individuals whose economy 

changed for better after the looting. Surprisingly the community even took the motor bicyc le of 

the projects and threw it deep into the river. Their opposition to the program was thus expressed 

through destructions of infrastructures put in place by the project. 

It was during this period that the generator at Qarsa resettlement site was damaged . In both 

resettlement sites, the water pump equipment put in place to provide potable water for the 

resettled community was destroyed as observed during the time of this study. 

The com munity also expressed their resentments by pulling down their houses at the resettlement 

sites and by moving back to their former residential places. Out of 315 households that were in 

Dire resettlement site only 190 households remained in the resettlement site. In Qarsa 

resettlement site too out of the 330 households the remained households are not more than 200. , 
Those who remained in the resettlement sites are either those who came from other PA s where 

all of their pervious land is covered by forest resource or elders who do not have strength to move 

back to their previous place. 

. k b the project that ignored the involvement 
All these resistances were results of the actIOn ta en y J 

. . d h [;'1 d t ddress the basic needs of the afforestation induced 
of the local commUnIties an t at al e 0 a 

. ht to the problems, the sustainabili ty of 
di splaced communities. Unless urgent solutions are soug 

both the livelihood of the community and the forest resource will be at stake. 
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3.4. The Management Strategies of the Afforested Forest 

As its name 'state forest,' clearly shows, the management system of th e Dire affore tat ion 

proj ect was designed and implemented in conventional t d f ' op- own way rom the day of It S 

establishment. Since 1994 the responsible governmental agenc t t' I' d I k c; you I Ize an 00 alter the forest 

reso urce has been the Finfine Forestry Development and Market ' E .' -rl ' mg ntel PrJ e, le enterp rt e 

performed its duties of the field sites through the branch office sl'tLl at d ' D' I (e In Ire resett ement area, 

Under Dire branch , the forest resource is being protected and supervi sed u ing four stati on , 

These are Aleltu , Dire, Jida and Anqorcha forest stations under which the m nitorin g duti c arc 

performed , On top of this, there are different checkpoints established by th e pI' ject to prevent the 

ill ega l trade of the forest prod ucts , Armed guards perform all such ac tiviti es, 

At present the Dire afforestation project has a total of about 2 17 guards employed for the 

surveill ance of the forest resource , Of the given number, only 20 individuals currentl y became 

permanent employees of the project. Moreover, the office has individuals who are there to 

supervise the whole management activities of the forest. In fact , the burden of the protecti on 

activiti es rested on the shoulder of the guards, They have responsibility to watch the trees from 

illega l cutting both during the day and night times, 

The approach on the other hand has succeeded in eliminating the guardianship of the loca l 

community, It prevented the local communities from access to and use of the forest resource, The 

proj ect still perceives the local community as forest degrader. The community on their side 

charged the project for preventing them from forest use for basic needs: for house building, 

repairing fence , etc. The tree is not sold to the community according to their demand and the 

capac ity to buy, Because of this, the local community was forced to use the forest resource 

ill egal ly, Unless they are in good terms with the guards, the guards are authorized to stop the 

people from entering in to the forest. A young man from Dire resettlement site exp lained that 

their presence in the forest is taken as an attempt to exploit the forest. Generally they were 

restricted from both the access and use of the forest resources, 

Th th mploys P
rotectionist approach in which patrolling and policing 

e management system us e 
. . than allowing people to participate in forest 

practice is accompanied by pU!1lltve measures 
ade the situation worse both for the resources as 

mnnagem ent and use, Apparently, the process m 
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well as for the users. In relation to this Cernea (2005) in hi's emerging model tated that 

restricting indigenous people from parks and other d ' protecte areas IS taken as in y luntary 

di sp lacement. Hence the case of the study comm 't b Unt y can e regard as double di pl acement : 

firstl y by afforestation program and secondly by restr'lct' . h , mg access to t e resource , 

Because of this very reason, it seemed that the World Bank ' h ' , came up Wit new operational po li cy 

that emphasized the sustainability of both livelihoods of the co ' d h ' mmunlty an t e conserya tl n of 

resou rce, This new operational policy stated "the involuntary takl'ng of I d d h ' I an an t e In y untary 

restricti on of access to legally designated parks and protected area resulted in adver e impact on 

the livelihood of the local communities" (World Bank, 2002:2), 

3.4.1. Was the Forest Resource Protected? What Measures should 

be Taken? 

On the basis of my personal observations and informants' views, it could be argued th at the 

management system in place has protected the forest from total distraction on the one hand and it 

could also be argued that it is not up to expectation on the other. Therefore, the response to the 

above question 'was the forest resource protected?' can be both "yes" and "no", I said yes 

because I learnt from my informants that the local people still have a strong resentment again t 

the fore st. This is because the forest resource was established by unilateral deci sion of the 

government, which brought pervasive adverse impacts on local communities, The people were 

marginal ized from their farming and grazing land, which resulted in their soc io economic 

downward mobility, As observed, most of the people living in the resettlement si te are lead ing a 

hand-to- mouth subsistence, They have nothing to fall back on except the forest reso urce, The 

benefit from the tree is not accruing to the community on whose land the tree wa made to 

develop, 

Besides, as indicated by Alemneh (1990) the tree does not have ornamental value to the peasants , 

Hence the community might have destructively exploited the forest resource to express thei r 

grievances, In relation to this Taddesse clearly stated by saying that the people had to fight 
, d': 'g land and threatened them with wi ld 

against the forest that deprived them pasture an larmln 
, . . their benefits the local people might clear the fo rest 

anllnals (1995: 140). Moreover, to maxImIze 
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to regain back their lost farming land. They might als I " o use t 1e tree lor charcoa l and firew d to 

earn cash income as much as possible . 

To sum up , had it not been for forest guards, as long as no responsibility i given to the I ca l 

community, the forest resource would remain an open access TI d . d· " h· . 1e goo In Icator lor t I wa the 

actions taken by the local people during the power VaCUUITl At thO t· . h . IS Ime SInce t ere wa no 

responsible body for the protection of the forest, large number of hOll ehold encroached t the 

forest. The same fate will happen to it if there is no guard to protect the forest a to the 

informants. On the other hand, as indicated by many scholars, the government control co ul d not 

be sustainable and the efforts made to halt forest destruction are still not sati sfactory . This i als 

the case for the Dire afforestation project. In the study area, the local peop le living near the ~ rc t 

resources are still using the afforested tree for their subsistence. Informants expressed their view 

without hesitation that due to the absence of any alternative means their livelihood is dependent 

on th e fores t resource. In relation to this, elderly informants I talked to expressed their bitterncs , 

for not using the forest due to the lack of physical strength as others do for subsistence. 

When I was walking in the forest I was able to find tree cut and thrown everywhere and 

individuals with axes and saw to cut the tree. Everybody in the study area including women arc 

engaged in charcoal and firewood trade. They use the planted trees for making charcoal and 

firewood. Given the level of illegal exploitation, my informants argued that no tree would have 

been ex isted by now had it not been for its capacity to re-generate. By its very nature, the 

eucalyptus tree can regenerate and multiply when it is cut. In other words the existence of guards 

could not prevent the forest resource from illegal exploitation. 

The management groups of the project including the guards admitted the problem with regard to 

the ineffectiveness of the managing approach. The guards of the forest argued that where there 

are no other options for the community to fall back on , enforcing strict protecting rule i 

unthinkable and lead to severe problems. They said "it is difficult to protect individuals from a 

l'k h f th . ct" The people cu t 
single tree forcefully let alone from huge amount of trees 1 e t at 0 e proJe . 

d d · the day in the absence of the guards. 
the tree under the banner of darkness an even urlng 

. f h d employed to protect the forest, the challenge they 
According to Obbo Tulu, one 0 t e guar s . . .' 

. se He noted the different strategIes Indl Idu als 
encounter in th-: protection of the forest are lmmen . 
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use to cut the tree. As to him , especially youngsters . move In-group of two to cut th e tree, Whi le 

the one is cutting, the others play the inspection role inD . 'h .,' ormlng t e one who IS cutting In gc lure 

whenever he detects a guard. Hiding the axes in the forest aft th h , er ey cut, t ey took the w od with 

out any fe ar. When the guards come and ask them about th t· h e lee t ey ca rry, they c uld d fend 

themselves by saying where is the axe in our hands? We found it cut. 

uar wo In IVI ua came By the ti me I was interview ing one of my informants from the g d t ' d"d I 

. I response was It IS carrying the tree cut. He kept sil ent. Then I asked him why he kept s'llent I-['s . . 

not from my block. His response seemed to indicate why I should bu y enemy for the i ' uc that 

does not concern me. He sa id I am only responsible for the trees in my block. [n fac t if thc guards 

become stri ct rul e bounded they might face threat from the community. In deed, there i CI'I OU 

confli ct between the surrounding communities on the one hand and the guard n th e ther a 

cl earl y di scussed in Chapter fiv e. 

The guards themselves were accused for the depletion of forest. Some of my informant complain 

that the guards are using the forest for themselves. The communities also charge the guards for 

allowing some individuals to cut trees by taking bribe while exc luding others who do not bri be 

them. 

The returnees are also the major threat to the forest resource. They use the forest for different 

purposes, even up to the extent of converting the forested land in to farming plot. Because of 

their being in the forest or near the forest they obtain many benefits compared to the people 

remai ned in the resettlement site . The project also accused the returnees for hosting in div iduals 

who came from other area to cut the tree illegally. 

Generall y, the management system of the project is proved to be incapable of managing the fo rest 

resources up to its expectation even if it minimizes the total destruction of the forest resource. 

Hence, to arrest the ongoing unpleasant relationship between the forest resource and the 
. . th viable management option is vivid. To 

surrounding communities the need of re1l1stat1l1g ano er 
bring "double sustainability" for both the peoples' livelihoods and the afforested forests, joint 

t dship (Cernea and Schmidt-Soltau, 2005). 
management approach should replace the state s ewar 

. . ntl recommended in bringing an integrated 
JOInt Resource Management approach IS curre y 

. , . d' ction and improvi ng livelihoods. 
solut lOll tor resource managemen t, povelty re u 
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The study communities also recommend the same opinion to h Id b k th bl f ' o ac e pro em aC ing both 

e eXls Ing lorest. Most of the the community and ineffective management practice of th . t' • 

inC U e In t e management informants agreed that, if the affected community was made to be ' I d d ' h 

system as we ll benefit sharing, every body feels responsible for the resources. Thi can help them 

developing a sense of ownership over forest resources. When [ was asking them about viab le 

option, informants recommend their participation both in management and benefit sharin g. One 

of my in formants stated the effectiveness of the suggested option by say ing "Siinbiroonu irra 

hinqubatuu " (1 iterally, even bird would not rest on it). This is because, he added, every member 

of the househo Ids even the dog looks after the forest as long as they are part of the benefit. 

Bes ide this, the informants convincingly expressed their view that, if other means of li ve liho d 

that affect their lives are put in place, no one will have a hobby to carry wood on hi s shoulder or 

back. They elaborate these by saying even donkeys are not willing to carry wood on their back 

unless we obliged them. They said ''jalaneeti miti kan muka bane; Rakootuu muka /1U bachisaa" 

(literally, we do not like carrying wood but the problem makes us to do so). 

Actuall y, while engaging in such activities, the people encounter many problems, besides its 

being tiresome duty . For instance, a lady called Lelo whom I talked to, while returning from 

market in the morning, describes the challenge she faced with her friends while go ing to market 

during nighttime. She said, one day while we were moving to trade firewood during the ni ght, the 

load of one donkey slipped. While they were striving to straiten the load, a hyena came and bit 

another donkey of them. Since they rented the donkey from their neighbor they were fo rced to 

pay 800 Birr for the owner of the donkey, She added, if there is any other alternati ve, [ will 

definitely stop cutting tree and dealing with it. In relation to this, the forest guards revealed that, 

th t
' f ' b rt 't' ' nearby area relieved the forest resource and themse lves to 

e crea Ion 0 JO oppo U11l les 111 

some extent. Showing me members of the community going to work in the morning, they stated 

that prev iously all these individuals depend on the forest. 

, h ' d' t the urgent needs of incorporating the 
To put it in nutshell the finding of thiS researc 111 Ica es 

, h both the forest resource and the live lihood of 
local people in the management of the forest so t at 

h 
' th consequence for both planted trees as we ll a for 

the community would maintain, Ot erwlse e 

the impoverished community will be grave, 
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Chapter Four 

4. Impoverishment and the Trickle-down Ef'"e t f Aff . I' c S 0 orestatlOn. 

e peop e ave to confront. In the This chapter analyzes the impoverishment risks the displac d I h 

an econstructton (IRR) M del f research some of the risks foreseen in Impoverishment Risks dR ' 

, , tn gs suggest t lat s me r the Cernea (1997, 2000, and 2005) were observed Moreover the filnd ' I 

n oca rea Itl es parll cLl ar y impoveri shment ri sks have to be fine-tuned to meet local context a d I I I' " ' I I 

among part farmer and part cattle keeping communities. In addition to thi s, the way th e afG re ted 

trees serve the local people as alternative option is examined, 

4.1. The Risks of Landlessness 

Needless to mention, land is the most important source of livelihood and has significant ocial 

values (Cernea and Schmidt-Soltau, 2005:14), Though, this is the case, due to in security f land 

tenure system, among the subject of the study, probably the case in other parts a ' well , land 

alienation has been an ongoing process because of related development projects, The Community 

under the study has been a victim of wrong government politics whose land wa taken for 

different purposes. This study, however, focused on the effects of massive afforestation program 

undertaken by the government in the 1980s that claimed large size of land from th e poor 

peasants. 

The project made a token of land for land compensation. Contrary to the World Bank po li cy, 

which recommends full replacements for involuntary taking of land (World Bank, 2002), the Dire 

afforestation project denied the people of their livelihood rights. In two of the resettl ement sites 

Dire and Qarsa the local populations are resentful of land dispossession twenty years after. An 

interesting point here is the comparison they make with the nearest peasant assoc iati on not 

directly affected by the project. According to the 1974 proclamation issued to establi sh Peasant 

Associations (PAs), a PAis supposed to have close to twenty-two gasha and in most cases far 
. . h less the same population size of a PA, 

greater. In the resettlement sItes, however, WIt more or 

they had to subsist on an area less than 113 gasha of land. 
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The proj ect took a total of eighteen and fifteen h fl ' . ' gas a a and from Dire and Eka Qar a P 1\ 

respectively . All the displaced families with additio I h h Id na ouse 0 s from other PA were made to 

rese ttl e on the remaining land of the Dire and Eka Q PA . arsa s. Hence, Dire and Eka Qarsa PA 

lost their land both to afforestation and resettlement schemes. 

In Dire resettlement site about 315 households were resettl d fi h ' e on Ive-ga a area of land . 1 he 

households who were resettled in the resettlement site came ~o l'ln' tl . II fe SIX 0 leI' parll a ya lected PA 

In Qarsa resettlement site about 330 households from four PAs were ttl I I f rese ec on seven gas 7G 

land. Thi s is a marked reduction of land holdings. 

Dim ini shing land size at household level makes sense . At the beginning f the project each 

household was given two plots of land, which is close to a hectare . For indi vidua ls who used to 

culti vate six to eight and even more farming plots prior to the project the im pact are clear. 

I also learned from my informants that the redistribution by itself was not fairly done. Equ al size 

of farmin g plots were given to every household without taking family size into consideration. 

The farming plots given to them as replacement can not grow crops without the application of 

chemical fertilizers , which they did not use while they were in their prev ious settl ement. 

Moreover, the lands are not suitable for the type of crops they used to grow prev iously. I-Ience the 

types of crops they used to grow have changed; lentil and barley now have disappeared due to 

unsuitability of land. According to informants, the land now covered by tree could grow 

everything except feJj. Due to the general features of the soil, the hillside area was suitable for 

barley and lentil. Lentil was one of the most important cash earning crops for the people. 

Generally the communities were self sufficient in their pervious settlement. 

Beside this , the community faced new shortage of land due to the auspicious investment policy 

the county is following presently. Several development projects are undergo ing in both area 

of the study. In Dire Sokoru, there are two additional projects that made land shortage severe in 
. t d m proiect and Flower farm which i 

the area. The already constructed Dire emergency wa er a J 

bl 
f I dl s ness more deep As a result of 

currently undertaken in the area made the pro em 0 an e s . 

these two additional projects, huge amount of farming land was taken away from the 
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communities. In Eka Seden PA too many devel . , opment proJects, which created addit ional 

impoverishment risks are still ongoing. This made the land d d h· . em an very Igh and dcn led thc 

community to use sharecropping method to supplement their II c: . I r sma larmIng pot. n t p 

these , the increas ing numbers of landless youngsters in the area made land shortage pr bl cm 

vivid and hence became one of the most important factors for intergenerational co nn i t (cc 

Chapter Five) 

The resettled communities were given common grazing land adjoining the resettlemcnt itc. 

The land was extremely small to accommodate the livestock of all the households that camc to 

the resettlement sites. This has eventually led to the losses of large number or li vc ti ock . 

Generall y, everybody who was made to resettle lost more than 75 % of his/her land hiding 

either to the afforestation project or to the peoples who displaced them from their land s. 

Alemetu, 41 years old and a widow woman who is engaged in selling locall y madc alcoh li e 

drink such as Farso, Arake and soft dinks told me that her previous land was partitioned and 

distributed to seven households. Another head of a household who lost all of hi s pervi us land 

to the afforestation project describes his pre and post afforestation land size as follows . 

Casel 
Obbo Menaist~ and his father were transferred from Eka Dode PA to Qarsa resettl ement 
site in 1986. When he was in his previous settlement, he had eight plots of land and extra 
grazing land. He lost all of his landholdings to afforestation projects. In hi s previous a rea, 
he used to practice fallow to increase productivity. He used to produce up to twenty qUintal 
without usina artificial fertilizer. When he was moved to resettl ement vi ll age he was made 
to have onl / two plots that can not grow crops without using artificial fertili zer. Sin ce his 
holdin g is not enough he started sharecropping by taking magazo from II1dlvlduals who 
have ex tra land on the basis of equal share of the produce, to supplement the harvest of IllS 
farmin o plots. After he came to the resettlement sites he ceased to grow barley becauseof 
the un;uitability of the land to grow barley. Previously they use~ to grow le~td (mlsl"~ 
Gara) for cash earning. All such things became a history as to him . The soaring cost 0 

fertili zer made him very disappointed. He showed me what he has produced thiS yea r. It 

could not feed his family for half of the year sufficTiehntly. Thetlankd t~S ~~~ ~:tt~~:ds~:~~I~ 
. t d·ng in the area e owner 00 e 

due to development proJec s expan I . h · . I ce In the resettlement site 
b . H h d ttl while he was In t e prevIOus p a . 

on magaza aSls. e a ca e orne of the cattle to feed the family and pay 
he became cattl~l.ess. He noted th~~ he sold s '.i kessa ·iru himamee hindhllmll (literall y 
the price of fertilIzer. He says that Rakmaa ~u I ) 

we can ' t exhaust narrating the problem we are In ). 

. led with its economic consequence puts the 
Landlessness and land shortage tn the area coup . . . r 

. ts and my personal observation It IS one 0 

existing social system under stress . As to tnforman 
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the most important source of conflicts and contradict" I . ' Ion among t 1e stud y c mm uniti es ( ee 

, p es 0 t e stu y area were ~ reed t Chapter Five). In connectIon with the above points peo I f h d 

Ion on t e statu f the fore t. The depend on the forest resource that has an adverse l'lllpll'cat ' h 

shortage of land made the community to encroach into the forest in search f fa rming and 

graz ing land . 

4.2. Risks of Joblessness: Losses of Source of [ncome and Source of 

Subsistence 

Joblessness is another risk resulted from loss of source of livelihoods. Needle to mention, land 

is one of the vital sources of livelihood in Ethiopia in general and among the study communitie 

in parti cul ar. Hence the people became jobless due to the di spossess ion of th eir producti ve land 

on ,vhi ch their day-to-day activities depended. Feleke defined joblessness from peasant ' point of 

vi ew as "the losing of regular farming activities or not being active with th e farm work" (Feleke, 

1999: 66). This is exactly the case with the study communities . They lost the major part of their 

farmin g and grazing land to the afforestation project. The termination of the tree plantati on 

acti viti es in 1989/90 , which initially served the community to make up for the job, aggravated the 

problem of joblessness. In other words a severe problem of joblessness wa happened to the 

locale when the food for work program of the tree plantation activities came to an end . 

After the plantation activities were undertaken on their land, farm ers were forced to be 

confined to a very small tract of land. The time they used for farmin g acti vities is now 

insignificant. In this case, the risks of joblessness are widely seen. Many people became idle 

and as a result exposed to undesirable social behavior particularly to alcoholi sm. In the area of 

the study alcoholic drinks especially areke is highly consumed probably resulted from 

frustration. In Dire market which is held every Tuesday, areke is one of the tradin g items that 

has lots of demands and supply. Most of the community members irrespective of gender and 

age seemed to be addict to alcoholism. 

I 
. 'f of crops and raise animals fo r 

Prior to the afforestation, the peasants used to cu tivate ven les 

mon
ey. Women used the income they got from mil k 

their own consumption and to earn 
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ne Wit 1 Immlshmg of land ize a products to cover their home expenses. All such sources d . d . I d' . . . 

, I ua s were lorced to change th eir a result of afforestation scheme. As a result many indiv'd I C 

ca em so or con Ider them a lifestyle. While I call them farmers they warned me not to 11th . 

rs sll1ce we n t ave land . farmers. They said, "We can ' t be labeled or categorized as farm e ' d ' h 

We are rather labourers". Currently most of the community members depend on ff farm 

activities as a copying strategy to sustain their lives. They are engaged in firewo d and 

charcoal se lling, work as daily labourers, mi grate to urban centers (especially the youn g), and 

particu larly women se ll locally brewed alcohol:farso, arake. 

The displaced farming people were forced to engage in the activities they were not acc u t med 

to before. I observed and also learned from my informants that most of the community 

members spent much of their time in the forest with no slack, contrary to the sea nal 

agricultural works. All physically able individuals can not be found at home regularl y. They 

either go to the forest to gather firewood or market to sale the forest products. Thi s is in fact an 

additional workload for most members of the community, especially for women. The ab encc 

of any alternative means of livelihoods increased the burden of work more on women. Women 

exclusively engaged in domestic activities. Besides this, they are not exempted from productive 

activities except ploughing. 

Those who possessed small tracts of land engaged in various off farm activities to sup pl ement 

their subsistence . Many individuals who were youngsters during the afforestation project and 

were not considered in land allotment, depend on off-farming activi ties with their fam il y 

members to earn their daily bread. The researcher came across elderly women, men, and mall 

children gatherin g tree leaves, cutting trees, burning charcoal and transporting them to the 

market ei ther using their shoulders (males), their back (females) or using donkeys . In other 

words firewood and charcoal selling is the dominant source of income for the impoveri shed 

communities. 

This does not mean that the adjacent communities have the ri ght to access the fore t. 
. ~ nts tree cutting is strictly forbidd en. 

observed and repeatedly mentioned by the 111 orma , . eople cut trees for firewood and charcoal 
However, due to the lack of any alternative means, p 
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making either in the absence of the guards or hidd . . en In the darkness. I-Iuman interferen e 

mainly for subsistence and economic reasons therefo b . re ecame the most Important rea n ~ r 

area. t a so made the relati on b tv een the fast depleti on and serious degradation of afforested I I . 

the project and local people tense. 

The project prov ides the community no alternative Income generating mechani m . n til 

m e 0 1 e l. a ca 1 cr p other hand , the project has been earning large amount of capital fro th f· A I 

, Ion. lOug 1 t le pr Je t the trees have been harvested three times from the day of its pl antat' 1'1 I I . 

offici als said that the people gained such and such benefits out of the forest the affec ted 

community hardly accepts the claim. 

4.3 Risks of Homelessness 

Though the project constructed iron roofed houses for those who moved to the re ettl em 'nt ite, 

the people did not escape the risks of homelessness particularly at the initi al pha e of the m ve . 

When their homes were dismantled, there were no readily available houses constructed in the 

resettlement sites. Only the roofs of the houses were erected without walls. Individual using 

the materi al fro m their old houses constructed the walls and other interior detail . At thi s 

juncture, many households who had no extra shelter became homeless and forced to stay either 

in the houses of their relatives or neighbors who had extra homes. 

A 11 my inform ants agreed that when they first came to their new houses of the resettlement ite, 

the houses were not properly completed. In relation to this one of my key inform ants descri bed 

what the houses looked like by saying "mana ado hin ta 'iin mora horii jakala ture(il did nol 

look like human 's shelter, but cattle 's enclosure}. The constructed houses were with roo fin g of 

corrugated iron sheet, which was new for most of the resettlers. This does not mean that there 

was no one who owned corrugated iron sheet house prior to the resettlement period. I learned 

that there were individuals who built such kind of houses by themselves and sold it when they 
. h h' h alue attached to corru gated iron 

were made to move to the resettlement site. Due to t e Ig v 
. h d D d houses the poor households do not 

roofed house , compared to their prevIOusly thatc e roo e , 

have much complaint about it. 
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The constrllction of the hOllses was made in new styles with h . . t e mere decI sion 0 f the project 

leaders. As the plan of the resettlement shows the construct' I' II , Ion 10 owed urban lyle. There 

ey were not realized. H OLi e of the were man y infrastructures included in the plan though th . 

. ouses rna e of f rty Ir n-r of same design and equal sizes were constructed for all resettlers H d ' " 

very ouse 0 , regardle of houses with eight iron-roof kitchens were made available for e h h Id 

Isman e ou e . In thl their previous socio-economic background and the standard of the d' tl d h . 

I r oe rc ell ement regard the project equalized people who ranked as rich and the poor pr'o t th I 

program . 

Only 1000 square meters area of land was allocated to every household . The ab encc of cn ugh 

space to accommodate additional houses was also indicated as a major problem especiall y by 

warra Ayyaana (individuals who possess Ayyaana). A 40 years old man whom I intcrviewed 

told me that his father who was possessed by different Ayyaana became sick and fin all y di ed 

unable to exerc ise the ayyaana ritual as before. The resentment of the local peo ple wa n t 

limited to the above issues. 

There were no spaces between the households except small tract of land left for passage of 

individual s and cattle. Due to this very reason the community encountered many problem . 

Latrines were not provided to the community either in-group or on individual basis. The people 

are very much critical of the absence of any latrine in the resettlement site . The project onl y dug 

the hole with out accomplishing the remaining parts. The dug holes were fill ed with water 

during rainy season and became the cause for the death of many sheep, oxen and other animals. 

In Dire resettlement site there is the case of the death of one individual who entered into the 

opening prepared for latrine . The absence of pit latrines created non-hygienic co ndition in the 

vi lIage . 

through This resulted in confrontation 
Moreover, their cattle did not have enough space to pass . 

. . th Y had in the resettlement sites are 
between neighbors . Generally speaktng, the expenences e 

.' I .' ery much about the water logged 
really terrible . On top of this, the commumty IS comp atntng v . . t d It was sited as one of the reasons 
nature of the land where the resettlement sites were sltua e . 

. . us settlements. This is one of the good 
that compelled them to return back to their prevlo 
. . of the resettlement scheme. 
Indicators about the poor planning and preparatIOn 
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However, even with ca reful planning, as Schmidt-Soltau 20 . . 
. 03 stated, It IS not easy for th 

displaced peopl e to accept their resettlement residence h . . s as ouse. In relatIon to this Col n 
stated that, peo pl e resent beIng uprooted , find it traumaf d' h IC an In t e long run look back in gri r 
and with an anger that lasts longer than the wars or the d h . . ams t at forced them out (Col n 
1999:28 cited In chm ldt-So ltau, 2003: 559) 

4.4. Risks of F ood Insecurity 

A risk of food insecur ity is another IInportant risk the . commulllty felt especial after th 

terminatio n of the Food for Work Program (FFWP) through which the plantation activitie were 

perform ed . They a II ad m i tted that they faced severe food insecurity just when the food for w rk 

program came to an end. While the afforestation program was active, they felt nothing abollt ~ d 

insecuri ty because they were able to get wheat and edible oil in return for their labour on a 

monthly basis. They even agree that the FFWP made them to undermine cultivating the small 

tracts of land given to th em as replacement. Every physically able individual who can carry lit 

the activi ty were free to parti cipate in plantation scheme irrespective of gender and age. 

However, when the ac ti viti es were terminated due to political problem, they started to face a rea l 

challenge of food insecuri ty since the produce of the land was insufficient. The problem still 

continued among the community. Elderly people are the primary victims of food insecurity. 

Though they we re promi sed to be ass isted by the project prior to the implementations, they had 
. I' t ~ d 

no one who looks afte r them at the end . Informants reported cases of death In re alIon 0 00 

insecurity. Th ey have no suffic ient agri cultural land, which would reduce the risk of food 

insecurity. 0 altern ative income generating mechanism was sought by the project. 

4.5. Risks of Marginalization 
. h' cal location of the resettlement 

RIsks of marginali za ti on are most close ly related to the geograp I 
.' . economic and cultural background, 

area. When communiti es resettl e with people of slmtIar SOCIO . . 
. . (C 2000'16). Marginalization and alIenatIOn 

the ri sk of margi nal ization IS relatively low ernea, . 
. the midst of homogeneous 

happens especiall y when the resettl ers find themselves stranger m 03'539) 
. background (Schmidt-Soltau, 20 . . 

population of different cu ltural social and economiC , 



What makes this study in teresting is that the actually displaced d h an t ose whose lands were taken 

for resett lement are the same except few households who c f . . ame rom nelghbormg PAs. Hence 

p e 0 a lorested area . such risk of al iena ti on is not directl y relevant for displaced peo I f fe 

. 1e own war soclo-econ ml c Nevertheless , the Dire affo restation project is not with out effect TI d d ' . 

mobil ity of the disp laced commun ity espec ially due to landlessness and loss of sources of inc me 

ial 

mobil ity is [h~ majo r so urce of marginalization. This situation made them hopeless and helplc 

One of my elderly wo men informants stated the perceptions of the host community about the 

entail s marginal izati on ri sks . The drop in economic status which also caused downward 

resett lers as follows : "A /I1a nama nuni hinjedhan, ama sareetuu iti hingeegyuu, kan nu 'ii d/lrii 

dabarsinee /I/O/I ll bekaa" literally, they do not see us as a human being; they do not re pect u 

even as mLi ch as they respect their dog; in fact they didn't know our previous life. I lea rnt fr m 

this inform ant that she had a very good socio economic background in pre afforestation peri d. I 

found her while she was trave ling to collect firewood at the age of 60. Seen from her CLir r nt 

living condition, no one can imag ine past life. The same women, tears running down her face t Id 

me about her past I i v ing cond ition: "Y 0 0 ,isa durii yadadhee amuma off ajesi ajesi nama godha ' 

literally a memory of my past life and its comparison with my present condition tempts me to 

commit suic ide right now. Marginalization is a traumatic experience for all the elders I talked 

with . 

4.6 Social Disarticulation and Other changes 
. . . It' d fined as the breakdown of social 

SOCi al di sarticul at ion that occurs dunng dlsp acemen IS e 
. '11 J b 1994 cited in Feleke 1999). Th is in 

structure soc ial netwo rki na and beli ef system (Lasl y aco , ' 
. ' b • II . f the resettlement site. Accordi ngly 

fact vanes espec iall y in relation to the geographlCa ocatlOn 0 . . . . .. and organization that bInd the 
the extent of the disintegration of major SOCial mstltutlO

n 
t de to move far from their original area . 

community together is mi nimal, because they were no ma . . . . I herita e unlike the other resettlement 
There are no total detachments from their msUtutlO

na 
g . . . . ( d' . t ration of soc131 mstltLit lon ee 

scheme of the 1980s where the resettler seriously felt the Ism eg 

Wolde-Selassie, 2004) 
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Nevertheless , this does not mean that the afforestation- ' d d d' .. In uce Isplacement of Dire i with n 

such effects. Some elements of soc ial disarticulation 'D d h manl este t emselves particularl y among 

the households who remained in the resettlement sites Th h · ose w 0 encountered more oc ial 

disintegration we re indiv iduals who came from other PAs Th . " . · ey experienced soc ial dlsmtegrati n 

, some 0 t elr rel ati ves, brother twice . Firstl y wh il e they were moved to the resettlement site f h . . 

were made to join villagization center. Secondly at the collapse f th d . ' o e erge regime, man 

an nelg OIS ehlnd. In indi viduals encroached into the fores t leav ing their elderl y relatives d . hb . b . 

these two phases, the tradi tional soc ial organization and institution like ider, neighborhood, and 

work groupS lVere threatened to some extent. They even do not hear about each others good and 

bad news. Ob ba Tulu told me abo ut what he had experienced as follows : 

Ca se 2 

Obbo Tulu is 5 1 years old. He has been working as a guard for the last 15 years. He has nine 
famil y members. He was the first person to return back from Qarsa resettlement site to Eka Dode 
area. He said , one day, after six months I made a visit to Qarsa for my personal cases. After I have 
fini shed my tasks I wanted to greet my previous neighbors and friends of the resettl ement site. 
Accordingly I we nt to greet one of my previous friends . When I stared calling my friend 's name to 
check whether he is at home or not, another individual went out from his home and looked at me 
with surpr ise . I asked him why? He said to me haven't you heard, he died four months ago. 

The loss of source of subsistence also breaks the existing social links within the groupS. Many 

individual s mi grated to the nearby urban center in search of alternative means of livelihood. 

Especially youngsters and other landless individuals were not in the village. There were ca e f 

people who so ld their houses in the resettlement site and fled to unknown places. 

The afforestation program also creates some changes in intergenerational relationships especiall y 

between parents and children. Since the establishment of the afforestation program, according to 

f h
· ts This change has resulted from 

my elderly info rm ants, chi ldren ceased to look a ter t elf paren . 
. .. . t sed to fulfill all the necess ity of 

dimIni shing economi c tatus of the parents. In the past paren s u . 
. 'bility to give guluma land (farming 

thetr children until they get married. The father has responsl . . . 
· to establish asset for him till hiS 

plot sons acqu ire from their fathers) and cattle for hiS son 
. . n about their clothes in the past. Every of 

marriage. The gir ls did not care about havmg asset eve . . . . In return the children used to ass ist their 
thetr necessities were bei ng ful fi lled by their parents. . n 

. heir children they could not mange thelf I e 
parents. But now parents let alone supportmg t ' . ' d b en iris noW fulfil1 their baSIC nee 

properly. This made the child ren to act independently. Ev g 
. ate in search of daily work. 

themselves . The yo un gsters were forced to mlgr 
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ay 0 t e market, both boys and girl make Other source of their income is the forest. Up to the d f h 

read y charcoa l and firewood. On the market day they t . . ' wen out early In the morning and carne 

back duri ng the night. One III fo rmant was surprised by the't . f h' . . .., ' .. Sl uatlon 0 IS children especiall y by 

e, an ama areems ,dt/barfins halkan the girl said dun hareefi dubart lln halkan hin demanii turt k h . 

were not gOing ni ght tllne but demu ja/qbde "( literall y. in the past both donkeys and women .. . 

s are c anglng and preva lence noW the condi ti on is the reverse. In re lation to this marriage style h ' 

ese 0 e esta I ment of premarital pregnanc y is also common. The community attributed all th t th bl' h 

of affo restation scheme in the area. 

4.7. Risks of Ca ttl e Loss 

Risk of cattle los is another crucial risk among resettler community. A similar risk was ob erved 

among oth er co mmunities disp laced in Gilgel Gibe Dam development project (Kassahun , 200 1). 

Every in di vidual I talked to reported cases of cattle loss in the resettlement site. As to informant , 

the dislocati on has brought their cattle from highland area where they acquired different types f 

grasses and where the landscape was suitable especially during the rainy season to di ffe rent 

environment in the va Iley. During the rainy season, the resettlement sites were extremely muddy 

and less hospitable, making the adaptation of the cattle to the new area more difficult. They tated 

that our catt le hated the site from the very beginning. "Saattiin Jabbii dhiisteet Gaarallii ot 

mara 'acha tur fe"(1 itera ll y the cows were trying to go back to where they came from ignoring 

their calves) 

b f ttl Pack animals were prohibited 
The resettlers we re allowed to own limited num er 0 ca e. 
. . . Id f their domestic animals at a very 
Inttlall y th ough tolerated later on. As a result, they so many 0 . . d' h ttlement sites. The un favo rable 
low pri ce. The remai ned li vestock also barely surVive In t e rese 

. . . ' d It d' excessive death of cattle, sheep 
conditio n together with the scarcity of grazing Ian resu e In 

and goats in the resettlement sites. 

. . . in nature Informants tell the problem the 
Dunng wet season the resettlement site IS swampy' . , . the area. They said "reeffaa akka It mana 

faced to burry the ir dead because the mudd mesS of . when we were unable to burr our 

b 
" (I ' II there was a time 

asnee awaluu dhabnee beeknaa Itera y, 

-p 
)0 



dead . From this one can understand how much the site' . bl IS unsulta e for human h, it ti n let 

alone for cattle. Currently except the returnee the peop le h . . , w 0 remained 111 th r lli cment ite 

by noW have few or no animals. One informant from Qarsa re ttl . ' . . se ement Ite ex pre ed hI Lt rrent 

, no ev n a en . The I r situation by say ing "Handaqoo dhuftuu hinqabuu(1 have noth 'lng t h 

cattle was one of the major reasons for the returnee for their encroachment inl the ~ re l. The 

followin g case may substantiate the above problem 

Case3 
Obba Gudda is 70. He came from Xanqolee PA to Dire resettlement site. li e wa one of Ih e 

economi ca ll y better off indi vidual .By the time he was made to resettle he had 30 he, ds of c, IIl e 
40 sheep, 2 horses, and 3 donkeys. Due to large number of hi s livestock, he was delayed ~ r tw ' 
months aft er everybody entered into the resettlement site. Since only limited num ber 
li vestock were allowed into the resettlement site, he was forced to sell some of hi li vest ck wi lh 
low price and temporarily entrusted some of them to hi s relatives. Due to th e wampy nature 
the land, the cattle were unable to adapt and died. Beside this, there was n pa lu re. II the 
cattle died one by one due to the shortage of pasture, unable to adapt to th e mu t of th e itc 
especiall y duri ng rainy season. He so ld the remaining to purchase food grain . urrcnll y he h, 

onl y 3 head of cattle 

The entrance of cattle in to the forest was also strictly forbidden . There are nly few individual 

who were not penalized in relation to this . Transgression of a head of callie i penalized b 

birr. A man cal led Obbo Garbi from Dire, for instance, sa id that the project fin ed him 9 birr ror 

the reason that hi s cattle entered in to the forest. 

4.8. Risks of Security and Related Problems 

In the study area there is another risk at play: risk, which affected the secu ri ty of the area due t 

the establ ishment of dense forest. The forest had caused the appearance of fo re t robber and \ ild 

animals that threaten the day-to-day activities of the community. My in fo rmants rea nabl 
. fi t d their property and even 10 t their Ii e 

explained to me that many people have been con Isca e 
. . h d me not to go unaccompanied in the 

by anonymous individuals. In relatIOn to thiS, t ey warne 
. . d"d Is to lida was robbed. Indi idual are 

forest. Last year, for instance, the car transporting In IVI ua 
. c t Obb Hordofa three year ago v hen 

also usually robbed. It also happened to my Inlorman 0 , . 
. wa from him There were case of murder In 

unknown individuals in the forest took 860 bm a Y . 
. fi e individuals were found dead in the fore t. 

the forest as well. In Dire Sokoru for Instance, IV 

W 
t collect firewood. 

omen do not go to the forest alone even 0 



a uses an abduction tn the area. hildren The fore st also contributed to the expansion of sexual b d .. 

osaral 0 gO ln g tnthe~re t a l nc. ln particular ly of the returnee were forced to quit their scho 1 f 'd f . . 

a lon, accor Ing t bb Tulu . Dode area , about 200 children were forced to quite their educ t ' d' 

There are also other problems expanded in the area. Sheep, horse and callie are u uall n in 

the area. Whi le I was in the field, the disappearance of seven animals wa report d t the Ke clc. 

The foll owi ng case also reveals the extent of animal theft in the area : 

Case4 
Qbba, Merga is 70.He ret.umed. to hi s previous homestead during the c Il apse of the derge regime 
frolll dire resettlement site. Five years ago, i.e. the day hi s father passed away, hi hor e wa 
stolen from hi s compound . He said, since all of us were on mournin g, we didn ' t watch the ca ttl e. 
In the evening we lost the horse . After three days all of us with our re lati ve went ~ r a search f 
it in different directions. My son who went to the market place in j ido caught the thi ef while 
negotiating to sell the horse. The same thief attempted to steal th e same horse aft er he \ as 

released from prison but escaped. Fearing the case I sold the horse soon. 

Beside these, the community complained about the increasing number and type f wil d an im al 

in the forest, which threatened their cattle and their crops. They stres eel th at the r re t be amc a 

good shelter for hyena, fox and other wild animals. Due to thi very rea n, they aid th at 

warabesaan akkaa ribbittii waliin nyaana (we share the cattle equall y with the hyena). iffer(;nt 

animals and birds that have an effect on the crops live in the forest. In Dire- ekorLi for in tancc 

hyena bitted a man called Sime Daressu in his compound two years ago. 

4.9. Environmental Risks 
When considering tree species to be used for afforestation or for integration into farmin g Y tem 
. .. I . h Id be the maJ'or is ue to be taken into 

(I.e ., agroforestry) , Its envlronmenta Impacts s ou 
consideration. However, forest policies that promote tree plantation in Ethiopia di regard lhi 
. . d > f> t t' program including in the area under 
Issue. The most common tree species use lor a lores a Ion 

study was eucalyptus, which was criticized much. 

. I b fit' terms of providing biomas and 10 ing 
Eucalyptus tree, though, offers conslderab e ene I s tn . . . ental costs associated with it. oreo er the 

erosion, it is purported to have slgntficant envlro
nm 

. . . . ntial of the soil. It was b taking thl fa tint 

tree has an adverse impact on the agncultural pote 



consideration that the regional government of Tigray' 1997 ' d . In I sue a ban on planlln eu al ptu 

trees on farmlands (Jagger and Pender, 2000). 

The often cited environmental risk associated with the Eucalyptu plantati n include dcplcti n 

soil nut rient, competing water away from agricultural land , uncertainty of n t pr iding r ani 

matter to so il , attracting pest, pathogens to the area and non palatabil ity of it I avc t Ii 

and all elopathic effects (Ibid) . 

Some of the above problems were clearly witnessed by the pe pie of the c Il1munit und r 

study. Informants convincingly noticed the depl etion of water table in the area. Thcy remember 

the exi stence of considerable water ponds on the hill area now c vered by the ~ rc l. Ou t 11 all 

such ponds dried up being absorbed by eucalyptus plantati on. In the pI' e r thc lUd y, 

instance, I came across individuals digging ponds in search of water in ka ed n ke ele G r their 

cattl e. There was also a competition among the community for drin king water. In relati n t thi 

Saxena (199 1 cited in Jagger and Pender, 2000) provides furth er support ~ r int n ive water u c.; 

by eucalyptus in northwest India where farmers pl ant trees on fa rm bund . Mali k and harma 

(1990) on the other hand confirmed the impact of eucalyptus on water uptake by agri ultural 

crops in Haryana, India (Jagger and Pender, 2000) 

There are also evidences that indicate its depletion of so il nutrients, which pia ed a great r I in 

the reduction of yield on the plot adjacent to it. As the data from thi s tud y revealed, th 

eucalyptus plantations have an implication for the soil fertility and producti vity of th e land . In 

contrast to other commonly used afforestation and agroforestry species such a leucaena and 
. . h d t fi x nitrogen an essential element for oil 

acaC ia, eucalyptus are non-legummous-t ey 0 no I , 

d 2000) 
Th ' has a great consequence on the cr p 

health and sustainability (Jagger and Pen er, . IS 
. d by the forest they had ne er u ed 

adjacent to it. As to informants, m the area now covere 
h

. d harvest without chemical ferti lizer i 
fertil izer but now the returnee confirmed that avmg goo , . . owth and detrimental to ~ od ecurit 
unthinkable. Hence the tree has negative Impact on cropS gr 

and livelihoods. 
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In addition to diminishing land size in the area 't I f~ , I a so a lected the produ 11 It f the I nd '1 he 

shortage of farm plot made the farmer to plow the I d . same an every year 'v ithout fall 

informants, there was no use of fertilizer other tha ' . n uSing organi c manure me time. 

e an s ardl y gr w r p \ ith u it. are forced to use the inorganic one. Their limit did h 

a a til gu boo bar(e~ lterall the land Figuratively, my elderly informant Obbo Dagaga posed th t I f" b . 

Ice su IClent 1arve t a t that the pre-need bribe). Even with the use of it they could not prodl ffi' I 

VI yon t 1e I ' re t re ur In rder affo restatio n period. This in turn made them to depend hea '1 '1 (' 

to generate cash fo r imported chemical fertilizer, cutting and makin g tree ava ilab l t the l11ark et 

isthe onl y affo rdable option. 

The leaves of the trees do not serve as a fodder for animals. In relati n t thi P hj nen and 

Pakku la ( 1990) stated that the leaves of Eucalyptus globulus, the 111 0 t c ml11 nl 

spec ies of eucalyptus in Ethiopia, are unpalatable to cattle, sheep and g at . 

4.10. Do the Local People Get Benefits from the Forest? 

Even if the local people are largely pessimistic about the afforested tree, they did n t d n the 

benefit they are obtaining from it. The forests are used for many of their expenditur like pa In 

taxes, Jdir , Jqub, purchasing crops, school fee , and other expenses. It i indeed ne f the 111 t 

important sources of cash income. 

The live lihood of the poor population displaced by afforestation project is dependant directl n 

the forest. The tree is used both for domestic use and for income generation. The fo re t enefited 

the community for fuel, construction of fences and houses . They al 0 u e the tree for making 

different houses furniture like chair, table, box and other eq ui pment. It al created j b 

opportunity to some members of the community. Fifteen and twenty two indi idual from ka 

Seden and Dire Sokoru PAs respectively employed as guards and earn 200 birr per m nth at 

present. 

Th 

't means of income generation and ur e f 
e tree, as a cash crop, serves the communi y as 

subsistence. As I understood from the day-to-day activities of the people char oal urnin g, 
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collecting wind dropped leaves from the ground and cutting tree is the c mm n a ti it . In the 

forest it is unusual to find individuals, even children without axe. 

One morning I was able to count up to 60 donkeys retuning form e adadi. F nn the 

confiscat ion by the guards, the people transport charcoal and firewood to th mark t after makin ' 

agreements with their customers, during the nighttime. This is good indi at r r the ~ re t ein J 

used by the community illegally. Informants convincingly ex plained to me tha t the pe pie r the 

area depend on the forest. They stressed the fact that had it not been D r th e ~ re t the er 

survival of would be under question. Beside the tree contributed to the beauty r land ape and 

the community used it as the shade for their cattle. The community, e pecia\l y the returnee al 

used the fo rest as source of pasture. 



Chapter Five 

5. Sustained Conflicts and Implications 

As already mentioned, the afforestation program has threatened the liveliho d f er< I 

individuals. This chapter deals with conflicts and contradictions surrounding the u e an 

e lorest given the animo It management of the forest. Beyond the bleak future of th {." . .. 

I le peop e II1to co ntendin g f up . people and forest resources , the presence of the proJ'ect sp\"t tl I . . 

5.1. Conflicts and Contradictions 

In resource use and management one important issue is stakeholders' analy i . In a pr e t 

lacking social analysis from the beginning, conflict cases are expected. ometim 

might not be publicly recognized and need long-term studies. This doe not mean thal thefc i n 

conflict. Submerged conflicts may be ready to erupt at any time (Castr and iel en 2 

Therefore, regardless of the intensity, there are a number of instance where c nnicl urfa d 

itself in the community. 

Conflict is prevalent in the study area between the communities on whose land the planta li n 

scheme were undertaken and the project that dispossessed the people's land . Fr m the ta rt the 

Dire afforestation project ignored the involvement of the local population in the e tabl i hment r 

the tree plantation. The local population made to accept the plan decided behind them rce rull 

Beside this , the peasants were compelled to move from the area now covered by ~ re 1 t the 

valley, which is not suitable for settlement and where they have passed severe bad experi ence . 

This was the place where the ill feelings of the community toward the affore tati on pr ject v ere 

initiated. The management strategy put in place and its adverse socio-economic erre t al 

aggravated the conflicts in the area. 

This chapter highlights the sustained conflicts and contradictions witnessed in th e IUd arca 
. f{." d {." st resource The negative feelin the 

over the use of resources including the a loreste lore . . nd pro]' ect the relati on bet" een th 
displaced communities have toward the forest resource a ' . b the returnees and tho e \ ho remai ned in 
forest guards and the community, the relatiOn etween 
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the resettlement sites as well as the relation betwee th . . ' n e severely affected and parti al I afre I d 

people are bnefly dIscussed In this chapter. 

5.1.1. Conflict and Contradiction between the Projects and the 

Community 

The seeds of hostility were sown in the 1980s when the government planned the plantati n 

. e s u y c mmunlt th scheme through out the country including the area of the study Among th t d . 

tree plantation scheme was announced unpredictably by the time th . ey were In que t the 

government aid for the bad harvest they encountered. Since then, the community and the pr je t 

were not in good terms. The people complain the current government for being ign rant ~ r th 

problems they are in . 

The responses of the informants to my investigation on the factors that resulted in un friendl 

relations between the project and the local community can be categorized into tw . Thc way the 

forest \vas established and its management strategies. The first major reason i related t the 

commencement of the afforestation project. The disputes initially arose when the g vernm nt 

proposed the massive afforestation program through the confiscation of the hill ide farmin and 

grazing land with the aim of converting with eucalyptus plantation. The deci ion was made 

the project unilaterally. In 1984/85, when the state began demarcating the land de ignated t 

afforestation, the local people had not yet well informed about the program. The pr gram wa n t 

conducted with the consent of the local people. This made the local community to perceive the 

afforestation project as an imposition, which made them to abandon their suitable [" ming and 

grazing land which in turn resulted in their socio economic hardships. 

M 

. ddt th b nefits of the local communitie . In 
oreover, the plantation scheme was not mten e 0 e e . 1 d f th munity the owner hip ri ght \J a 

spIte of the fact that the tree was planted on the an 0 e com , r controlled or influenced the f re t 
vested on the project. The project, with great access to powe . . . 

I I 
0 Ie were deprived of thell" tradltl nal 

resource decisions in its favor. Consequently the oca pe p Th people lost their trees and other a et 

land rights by the project without any replacement. e . . h t an compensation. Even though It emed 

that have socio economic and cultural value WIt ou y . . b came common among the stud ommunlt . 

too late, the question of compensatIOn payment e 
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This is mainly due to the fact that the othe I t I . rae y emerged project In th r a mad 

compensation payment for the people whose land k . . was ta en away. Be Id thi th pc pic 

continuously as k the project to return back the tree it . d . expropriate dUring the c tabl i hment the 

project. 

r a so actols t lat ften In I cd in The di fferent va lues attributed to the forest resource a elf . I . 

conflict. Percep ti ons, access, and use of the afforested resources v b t h . ary e ween t c pr JC t and thc 

local commu nity. For example, the poor local people in the resettlemcnt itc e th rcst 

resources as their impoverishing agent. They give no or little credit for thc plantcd tree in 

to the high va lue attached to their land. The project on the other hand ee the ~ rc t 

ntra t 

a an 

important so urce of cash for the project and hence it should be restricted ~ rm I ca l I11l11 unit 

uses. 

Beside thi s, the afforestation project was carried out based on the displacement appr a h 

evicting large number of people from their homestead. The local people were r rced t re elli c 

and were completely denied any alternative options. The impoverishment ri sk theyexperien cd 

in the resettlement sites have aggravated their hatred towards the forest resource and the pr je t. 

The econom ic benefits accruing from the forest neither directed toward the local pe pie n r 

initiated any integrated development in the area. The community perceived the appropriati n r 

lands as unj ust and deceptive. They are also resentful about the unfulfilled promi e . 

The second major reason is related to the management strategy of the afforested tree in pi a e. The 

project manages the forest using the protectionist approach employing armed guard . Th 
. . . ' . Th I I mmunity was fare not included in 

protection IS 111 fact aga1l1st the local community. e oca co 
. fi d G ds are even sometime empl ed 

the management sphere and denied the bene Its accrue. uar 

f I
· d b t their restriction from u ing ~ re t 

rom different community. Informants comp atne a ou II as financial punishment re ulted 
product. Imprisonments, confiscation of axes and saw as we 

f 
. nce of the people. 

rom the use of the project's tree are the common expene 

d h . It f the 1 al 
. f~ t d the interests an t e fi g 1 

The governing regulation of the project also alec e . II confiscates the fire\ ood and har 
people. The people complained that the project usua Y 
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.. 
they produce from even from the t th .. ree ey planted. This made the I cal peop l t dc cl p 

negative feel tngs toward the forest resource and th . e proJect. The re entm em f the mmllnil 

, e to t e wide de trucl1 n f pr je l pr pcrt perceived as a reaction to the action of the project I d h · . 

o e erge regime. The mmllni l III lh and encroachment in the forest during the collapse f th d . 

tree as one form of routine resistance. 

mmunlt)' 5.1.2. Conflicts between the Guards and the Local Co . 

In the study area, there are considerable animosity between th e I ca l p pu lati n \J h se 

livelihood depends on the forest resource and the forest guards. Prote ts t wa rd th rc t gll< rds 

and the project management system were strong among all individua l · I intcrvic\J cd . The 

commun ity conceptualized both the guards and the management as bad. Th guard a cmpl 

of the project take a charge of forest protection .The local community blamed th uard · 

restricting them from the use of forest resource and their corrupt behav i 

the other hand considered the local people as culprit. 
f 

n 

As mentioned earlier, armed guards protect all the afforested plantati on aga in t th , ft il le al 

grazing and encroachment. But all such acts were and still are unavoidable and br ught the t\J 

groups into clashes. For both, the issue is the question of survival. The guard a an empl ee f 

the project have a responsibility to safeguard the afforested tree. The communitie n the ther 

want to use the forest resources unrestrictive due to the lack of any other alternatives. 

The people usually whine the guards by saying that, the guards use the fore t re urce 

themselves as they want. Beside this, they have got salary on the monthly ba i . But re tri t the 

communities who have nothing to fallback on. As to informants, the conflict betv een the t' 

goes up to incurring cost of lives from both sides. In Qarsa, for instance a bo of guard named 

Eshetu was shot and killed in the forest last year. There are also other kilhng ca e infli ted n 

d
. db t" g cases The guard I talked t admi tted 

the forest guards. There are lots of woun 109 an ea In . 

h 

. d h ity They revealed that the do n t ha e g od 

t e senous problem between them an t e com
mun 

. 
. . .ty marginalized the auard . 

relatIOn even with their relatives. The communt 0 
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The community imposed social sanctions to make th I d . em exc u ed from their socia l affair . he 

guards happened to be excluded from idir, mahber. F . . or instance, Obbo Tutu, the fo re t gu rd 

complained about hi s being excluded from the idir in who h h IC e was a member. He wa al 

denied the money he had already contributed while he w t' . ' as ac Ive member. Mo t of the guard 

agreed th at I f they found In unsafe place and time no one hes't t t h ' h . ' I a es 0 al m t em. I al 0 talked t 

rea S an socia anClI on. The an individu al who resigned from being a guard fearing all such th t d . I . 

le use 0 t e lore t. In the immediate reason for him was his quarreling with his own father on tl f h r 

area there is also a guard whose house was burnt down three times. 

The guards also emphas ized that they are not trusted by the project. They sa id that me time the 

project blamed them fo r allowing the people to cut the tree. There were individuals wh I t their 

job in relati on to thi s. One informant describes the situation they are in by saying "nu ';; okkoo 

nama g;du ralee quIa bulee san tanee" (literally, we are like an individual who leep in the 

center but und ressed). The local people also charged the guards for killing innocent pe pic. In 

Qarsa for instance , informants reported the killing of five individuals in the forest probab ly by the 

guards. They are very much critical about the guards employed from other places. In the c urse 
( 

of thi s study I was able to learn several accusations directed against the forest guard . The I al 

people accuse them for beating, confiscating their property and even accepting bri be and 

perm ittin g some individuals to collect firewo od and cut trees. 

5.1.3. Conflict between the Returnees and the Remained 

The disaoreement between those who remained in the resettlement sites and the returnee tarted 
o 

when some of di splaced pulled down and returned back to either their original home area r In 

any vacant place found in the forest. About 190 and 200 households from Dire and Qar a 
. . I 'od Only those who could n t 

respectively left the resettlement sites during the transltlOna pen . 

afford still remained in the resettlement sites. 

. .' f h resettlement sites as a major pushi ng fa t r 
The returnees cited repeatedly the InhospItalIty 0 t e . ' . .' erienced in the resettlement site baing. 
for their dec ision They describe the situatIOn they exp I 1\ . . rain season the land is mudd "e 0 t a 
our cattle di ed unable to adapt to the land, dUring Y , . ' hi h and the like. Consequent I , u ing th 

what we had, and disputes wIth neIghbors are g 
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opportunity during the power vacuum they pulled dow th I n e louse con tru ted r r them < nd t 

the roof sheet with them or sold them and moved b k h' . ac to t ell' previ uland. Th e \ h 

remained in the resettlement sites are households who cam f 'h P . e rom ot er A \J h re II their 

previous land covered by the forest and who couldn't afford th . . e move at a li me e pe lall th ' 

elders w ho don ' t have assistant behind them. 

At present, the returnees are found in relatively better economic statu , while the remained are in 

many ways under economic pressure and hold pessimistic pos ition. The di r p n 

happen afte r the returnees left the resettlement sites and ' encroached ' in t the G rc t. 

ame t 

rd in 

to the informants , the returnees can be categorized as rich on the ba i f the \ c< Ith thc 

acquired . Their land size increased, they own enough cattle, and they have better a c 

forest resource and to benefit from it. As observed and confirmed by the return ee them el 

they have large number of sheep, goats, oxen and pack animals. They graze their attl e v ith in 

the old fore st tree where the cattle cannot cause any damage to the yo ung tree r upe ming 

seedlings. Those who lost all of their cattle in the resettlement sites now regained me r what 
( 

they lost. In Dire Sokoru, for instance, a man named Obbo Teshome explained that hi life i n \J 

in better conditi on. He rear animals initially receiving Ribbii(take carin g of me ne' attl e t 

share the offspring on equal basis) and now able to have large number of heep. 

In addition to their land in the resettlement site, they expanded their farming plot in the r re t. 

The amoun t of their harvest increased from time to time. Obbo Girma, aid in reference t ue 

the ibiqqii (strew) you observe here is a good indicator, which in fact did not ex i t 111 the 

resettlement sites . Their house is also well furnished compared to the people in the re cttl cmcnt 

sites. The issue can be presented using the following case 
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Case 1 

Tulu is 51 years old. He has been wo k' 
b

ring as guard for th e I 15 
mem ers. He was the first person to return back fr I as t years. He has nine ramil 
area. Now there are 39 households residin i o n Qarsa resettlement site to ' k, de 
several of them followed his footstep H gd n the valley surrounded by the orc t , nd 

I
. . e use to subsist 0 11 t If ' ' 

rep acement In the resettlement sites H d wo p ot 0 land gl cn 1 him , 
cereal per year out of the land give t ' he us He to produce n ot more th an two quintal 

n 0 1m. e had no grazi I d I I 
out of seven cattle he lost five and s Id t ng an . n t le re ctl lcmcnt silc 

, 0 wo to purchase food H ' 
back I have nothing at hand Using th I crop. e said whcn I rClurn 
bought three sheep and on~ cow C e sa talrYhearhned (then I 05 birr, but now 200 birr.) he 

. urren y eas two pa' f 
fourte en cattle and twenty sheep He al s h h Ir 0 oxen, cow and 1 I, II 
his land holding al so increased dramati~all;s ~t orse andhtw~ donkeys . Af~ cr he rClunlcd, 
year for instance, he produces 40 quintals o/~e:r::ts t. e H:

s 
.elght farl11 111 plot .. Thi , 

resettlement site too. He has two corrugate iro I t I IS uSing th e land In the 
furni shed as to my observation. n s lee louses. HIS houses MC , I ~ cll 

To conclude there is one fact. All the returnees are in very good condition com par d t thc pc pi 

who are st ill in the resettlement sites. They have good harvest, large number r att ic h cp and 

goats, horses, donke y and all types of animals . Beside this, they use the ~ rC t a th 

Moreover, most of the guards employed especially from the returnee becau e thcir pI' 

for the security of the forest. These resulted in wealth differentiation with the pc pie 

them became victims. 

lik 

tml 

h like 

On the other hand the economic status of the resettled community is getting wor e and w r e due 

to land shortage and the increasing number of coming ages. Their live is from hand t m lith . 

They do not have enough land to have good harvest. They all depend 0 11 the fore t pI' duct . F r 

them the forest is the source of their life. Because of sever problems some indi vidual 
Id their 

land and house and left for exile. Generally there are wealth and income disparitie bet\! een the 

resettlers and the returnee 

• Causes of disagreement 
The main issue that sparks disagreement between the resettlers and the return ee a th e land in 

the resettlement site . The problem started when the remained peoples of the re elll ment ite 

wanted to obtain the land the returnees left in the resettlement sites. The rationale of their demand 

was grave scarcity of land and lack of any other alternatives. For them, those v ho relurn d ,k 

B 
d the appeal of the communit the P 

to their original land have many advantages. ase on . . . ' land among the remained om muntt . 
leader of the transitional period redIstrIbuted the returnee s 



The act ion angered the returnees since it was d . h . one Wit out their consent. Th i u muted 

seven years. Later, on however, when new chairp . . . ' erson was appoll1ted with new frdi h 11 

JudlCl3ry body) from the returnee, the issue reactivat d Af I . e . ter ots of dl c ur e the land > < 

decided for the returnee. This made the hostility between the returnee and the re Cll ier t rn 

mostl y in Qarsa. The issue is still hot in the area Th I . . e resett ers appea led man time t the 

woreda and the project office to solve the problem urgently . They empha ized that ei ther th 

lem e an In t e re elll ment itc. returnee has to return back to the resettlement sites or leave tl th I d ' h 

n r ac 1 In t le I I re t a the Other wise they warned the project that they will be ~orced to e c o l . t I r 

returnees did. The resettlers also accuse the returnee for excluding them fr m the u e 

products and graz ing ground. They saw the acts of the returnee as an attempt t av id them r m 

the use of the fores t resource. 

The returnees on the other hand argued that since they are not legally recognized n the land th y 

occupied now, they are not willing to leave the land in the resettlement ite. They d n t ha e 

any legal bas is for the land they dwell on. According to them, they till have a fea r that th e 

government III ight evict them from the demarcated area. They complained that the keb Ie rcfu al 

to measure the size of their land unlike that of other farmers . Cernea (2000) al 0 confirm ed the 

inevitability of conflicts over resources due to increasing demands. 

Contestation over access to and use of the land has also characterized relations between the uth 

and the elde rs of the remained communities. This intergenerational co nflict over the land i 

particul arly ev ident in qarsa resettlement site, where the youngsters started usin g the communal 

grazing land that was given to the resettlers during the move. This resulted in conflict bet> een 
. h . t nces where individuals se erel eat 

the two groups. In Qarsa resettlement site t ere were inS a 

each other over the issue while I am conducting the study. The issue is still not 01 ed th ugh 

cooled down by the intervention of the officials from the woreda. 

. Because of the existence of th pr je t 
In dire resettlement sites such problem IS not common. t encroached into forest area e 'cept few 
office in Dire resettlement sites, the returnees were no . . . 

. PA and returned to their remaining farmll1 
individuals . Most of the returnees were from Dire 

land. 



5.1.4 Contradiction between the Resettlers and No R I n - esett ers 

A fricti on also emerged between the people of Dale who pa t' II fe . , r la y a I ected by the a ~ re ta II n 

program and the Qarsa resettlement site. The central cause of th d'" . e contra Ictlon I I U I < 

competition over the scarce land in the area. They have unequal size of land . The ale 

community in compari so n to that of the Qarsa community have adequate land holding. Th I t 

only 7 gasha of land to the afforestation project. The problem aro e after the I 

administrative restructuring, which merged previous independent PAs toge th er. 1\ the u cd 

under one, kebele, Qarsa community demanded for the redistribution of land. r r they ere made 

under same adm in istrati on (kebele) , they requested to get equal share of land . The pe pic r ai' 

on the other hand lea rned the intent of the villager and refused to share their land. A a re ult 

tensions increased between the two communities. They are accusing each ther vcr th land. 

One inform ant from the Qarsa resettlement site, for instance, stated that if OLir ca ttle enter th ir 

grazing land th ey im pri soned our cattle all the day and made us pay fin es . The ec n mi c nni t 

have al so ad ve rse impact on the forest resource. 

5.2 Implications on the Status of Forest 

The di splacement and the resource management approach used in thi s study are u efu l in 

understandin o the condition in which both the displaced people and the planted tree are ~ und . 
o 

The means used to convert the hillside in to Eucalyptus plantation and the management trategie 

h . I d 'nvoluntary di sp lacement. The 
employed to maintain the planted trees ave II1VO ve I 
. . t d from their livelihood the ill planned 
Impoveri shm ent ri sks inflected on the community uproo e 

.. f cess imposed have negati ve effect n 
manner of their resettl ement as well as the restrIctions 0 ac 

. h' C nea clearly stated that if ri ks are n t 
the status 0 f the fo rest resources. In relatIOn to tIS, er 

I d the intended objectives ( ernea 200 
mitigated they became di saster both on the peop e an . 

k f 
alternatives in the resettlement Ite f the 

Cernea and Schmidt-Soltau , 2005). The lac 0 any 
. xtraction of forest resource. Cernea further 

study area leads to the intense harvest1l1g and e . . 
'thout an equitable and sustaInable II eliho d 

explained that the creation of protected area WI .. 1985 19 7 
. Its in a lose-lose SItuation (Cernea 

alternative fo r the expelled local population resu 

. h fi ding of this research toO confirmed th 
A . d'f~ t countnes t e 111 s attested by many studies 111 I eren '. ~ r instance the pr te ti ni t 

. D're afforestatIOn scheme, 0 
faIlure of state resource management. In I 
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approach did not fulfill the expectations placed on 't" t h . I , I rat er com prom I ed the 

fore st depletion by fueling conflicts with in and amo th . ng e community a \ ell a \ ilh Ih 

project. Besides, it al ienated the community from respo 'bl . . nSI y In managl ng th ~ re I re ur . 

Sum ming up , the approaches used in this study have importa t I ' I n ana yt lca p wer t under tand Ih 

status of the Dire afforestation project. 

As br iefly di scussed in chapter four, there are different impoverishment di a ter infle ted n the 

study comm unity by the Dire afforestation induced displacement and resettl ement. andle ne 

was the majo r impoverishment risks the community encountered . The pr ject made a uni l, le ral 

deci sion to convert a total area of more than % of the farmers ' land in to euca lyptu pla11lati n 

evicti ng tho usands of individuals and by resettling them in very small tract f land. b L1 1 I 

and 330 households were made to resettle on a total area of not more than ix asha. !\ a re LIlt 

all the ev icted farmers were left with 1000 square meter of land on which their h 

com mo n graz ing land and two farming plots ever maintained . The farmin g pi t · iv n t them a 

repl acement cannot grow crops without using chemical fertili zers, which in turn ex po ed them t 

its soaring costs. As a result most of them do not want to be called farmer , rather they I refer t 

be call ed labourers . Additionally, different development projects working in the area made I, nd 

shortage very serious. Consequently the amount of the crops they grew reduced t heat and 

tefJ. They used to grow varieties of crops except teffin their pervious settlement. The c mmunit 

also revea led the absence of growing lentil and barely due to the unsuitability of il in th 

resett lement sites. The shortage of land in the area made the community to encroach in t the 

fo rest. 

The expropriation of land for plantation had instigated joblessness on the res ident \ h rei n 
. . . .. h ' b' t e and for generating incom e. The 10 t th Ir 

activities related to land resource lor t elr su SIS enc 

d 
d raise animals for con umption and 

farming and grazing land where they pro uce crops an 
. th formal beneficiary of the fore t re ur . 

earning cash. The local people were and stili are not e . 
. I tivities was lost with out c mpen all n. The 

The income they used to acquire from agncultura ac . 
. h' h the community took as alternall e in ome 

termination of the tree plantatIOn scheme, w IC 
f 'oblessness and exposed the people to al 

generating activities, aggravated the problem 0 J 

behavior. 



The loss or breakdown of livelihood activities and reso urc . b' e IS 0 vlously re ulted in d 

insecurity. My finding suggests that the problem of food in security ' t'll . . IS S I preva iling e p 

among the community who remained in the resettlement sites and the elders. All phy i all a Ie 

individuals depend on forest resource and other daily work to win their dail y bread. Out if the 

project im plements its restrictive management system fully their survival will fall und r gred 

danger. For elders who are not physically ab le to cut the tree and use the ~ re t pr du t the 

problem of ri sk of food insecurity is not only a risk but a fact. 

Elements of marginalization are also evident among the study community who had pas cd d 

time but now found in abject poverty. Most of the community member who be ame fire d 

collectors used to have a better life in their previous settlements. They 10 t mLl h f th ir 

economic and spiritual independence after the move. In relation to thi s, the elders dev I p a n.e 

of helplessness and hopelessness. The image they have for themselves is totall y dcteri rated 

especially the elders . 

Expelli ng the local people from their original homestead had also resulted in homele ne at 

least during the initial period. The project erected only the roofs with out wa ll . It 
a the 

community who completed the houses by destroying their former houses. Later on, howe er the 

problem of homelessness was resolved though other related problem existed in the re ettlement 

sites. Socia l di sarticulation was also another important challenge the displaced communi t fa ed 

as shown by Cernea (1997 ; 2000). Some elements of social disarticulation were observed among 
. . I st households for instance, oung ter 

the afforestation induce displaced commUnities. n mo ' 
. k I like lossing virginity, disobedience of 

were forced to mi grate to urban area for daIly wor . ssues . 
f cial disarticulation are common . hildren 

the children to their parents and other elements 0 so 

ceased to look after their old parents 

. mon roperty as well as the ri k of death are 
Michel Cernea ' s risks of the loss and access to com p . . . t of the displaced lost their Ind I idual land 
no that much relevant among the study group. Mos fi d' f thi tud 

. not a big problem. The tn tng 0 

and forest. Hence the loss of common property IS . t trateg "hi h 
. 11 related to the strIct manag

emen 

shows the existence of death cases especla y 



resulted to ac ute enm ity between the forest guard d h I . . s an t e ocal people. Both the memb r of the 

Ica e a ove. There are also other et of ri k commU l1l tles and the guards became victims as indo t d b 

e y ernea In hi s IRRM. The e are the at play in add ition to what were already identifi d b C .. 

area 0 t e study. envi ronmental risk, security ri sks and loss of cattle in f h 

, , an Imp IcatlO n on the statu f planted The above di scussed impoveri shment risks in turn have . I' . 

e a 10lestatlon project ~ r ed the fo rest resou rce. The displacements carried out in relation to th fl' ·· . 

. m IS s U Y W In rea ed local commun ity to depend on the forest resource itself The data fro th O t d h . 

reli ance of the loca l community on the forest products to sustain their li ve lih d . M t. 

physicall y able ind ividua ls re gardless of gender use the forest to fulfill their need . The u e the 

forest product to bu y clothes , purches food crops, to pay iqub. idir and to cover their ex penditure. 

Charcoal and fi re wood trade is the common activities performed by the local community t ea rn 

money. 

In sum, in add ition to its being done without the accord of the local communitie , the W r enin ) 

socio economic impact the afforested tree brought on the local communities further legitimated 

the destruction 0 f forest. Moreover, informants argued that benefits deriving from the afD re ted 

trees are not occurri ng to the local people. These and other related problems make the pe pie t 

have ill fee ling towa rds the tree and to stand against the forest. Hence in the study area there 'I ere 

many inc idents of the forest resource being vandalized often accompani ed by lack alternati e 

increased poverty, stern land shortage and the like. In the battle for survival they exploit the 

forest. This implies that the consequences of the displacement and resettlement pr ces it elf 

have in turn a set of degrading effects on afforested forest resource . 

I 
. h d t of this research is also found u efu l 

The forest management approaches used to ana YSls tea a 
A 

I Iy portrayed in chapter three the 

to understand the status of the Dire afforested trees. s c ear . . . I d rotectionist approach to maintai n the 
project on wh ich the ownershIps nghts vested, emp oye P . 

d 
. h n contract or permanent ba I ~ r 

status of fo rest. About 217 guards were employe elt er 0 . . . '\1 erceived by the project a de tr In 

surveillance of the forest. The local communttles are stl p . . ht and managements ,; ere curtaIled fr m 

forest with out surveillance. As a result the forest use ng 
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the local com munity. This in turn resulted in animosity bet h I ween t e ocal people on the ne hand 

and th e management system as well as the forest resource on the other. 

no e a lore ted plantatl Even though the patrolling practice minimizes the mass destructio fth fe . n it 

en hardl y stopped illegal cutting and encroachment by the local people. Pract ica ll y it ha 

observed when the loca l communities use the forest resource either in the ab ence of the r t 

guard and under the cover of darkness. Many agreed that the planted tree ex i ted in th area n 

because of to the effectiveness of the management system; rather due to regenerative apa il 

the eucalyptus plantation. Locals were also encroached in to the forest and thc buffer z nc 

disobeying the guide line of the project. 

The adverse effects of the management are not limited to the afforested trees . It al affe lcd lhe 

indigenous trees that ex isted in the area for the last many years. Using the rati nale lhal u h 

trees do not belong to the project, the communities openly use the tree. GClClllirCl Cl (JUl1ip ' rIiS 

procera) that bel ieved to exist widely before the plantation were made to di appear. The area 

known as Lega bosoonaa (Forest River) is one of the most important area repeatedly cited b \11 

informants fo r the irresponsible destruction of such trees particularly after the plantati n ehemc 

in the area . 

n l 
Generall y, as studi es confirmed in many countries, the centralized management approach ha 

. . d' t It ather led to a system of open aeee 
been effectIve in managlllg resource un er Its sys em. r 
unsusta inab le reso urce use. The prevalence of conflicts among different group 
. c th rule and the increasing land scarcil in 
meffectiveness of the management agency to enlorce e 

and 

the 

the area are sti 11 potential threats to the afforested land. 

. f ource access abuse of power by the pr jeel 
To sum up, such forced relocations, curtailment 0 res '. I" 1"1 d . . intended objective nor Improve the I e ll 
and increased surveillance would neither bnng the . . . ' 

f management that \ IlImlnllnlz 

f 
. h D e to find a system 0 

o the community. The challenge IS t ere or ' . d ' 'nler l . rotection objectives wIth pro uctton I 

further destruction of forest resource by balancmg p 

f
. . f h 1 I communities. 

o the project and the 1I1terest 0 t e oca 
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The crit icism is not only limited to the prote f . . c lonlst approach. It also include th di pi 

approach of environmental conservation Ce d . emcn l . mea an Schmidt-Soltau after decad lh ir 

experience in population displacement approach I .' . . ' revea ed the ineffi ciency f the lr teg . 

Accord1l1 g to them, the strategy has exhausted it t . I . . s po entia and Its credibil ity, produ cd I11 U h 

damage, did not fulfill the expectations placed 't d . on I , an comproml ed the er au 

aggravate poverty n c untie pe pic. biodivers ity and park/forest conservation by inflicting d 

y. ey argue thal 'the di pia em nt Thus they recommend the reconsideration of the strateg Th d 

approac h to conse rvation must be 'de-mainstreamed' in favor of joint managem nt appr a h 

(Cernea and Schmidt-Soltau, 2005 :2). 

For the subject of the study, I also recommend the importance of in rp ratin J in t 

Management Approach to arrest the ongoing forest depletion and to check im p ve ri 'hmenl ri 'k 

imposed on the local community. In other words, Joint Management Approach i fthe m 

viable approaches to bring "double sustainability" both for the local pe pic and the ~ r 

resource. 

Joint Forest Management is a system where local communities are involved in dec i i n l11 ak in 

and manageri al responsibilities as well as beneficiaries of a share of revenue bein g generated b 

main ly externall y operated commercial users of the forest (Alden Wily and Mbaya, 200 I , eUl11an 

1997). In the strategy the involvement of local people are of paramount importance. As tud ie fr m 

di fferent countri es indicate when local communities are empowered with re ponsibililie and 

made to develop a sense of ownership over forest resource the rate of defore tation ub tanti all 

reduced . 

An experience of Joint Forest Management in many countries, for instance, in ganda (Be k 

2000); in India (Ghate, 2000; Ghate and Mehra, 2002), and in Philippines (Dizon, 200 ) h \J 

. . . . t has led to more effecti e ~ re t 

that 1l1volving local communttles tn forest manag
emen 

. t' d pends on the cooperati e attitude 
protection. It was also learnt that sustatnable conserva Ion e 

"fi I the legal and institulional backing f the 
local people and forestry officials, and Slg11l Icant y on 

state . 
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Becau se of the fact that the past effort in Ethiopia to effectively manage natural re ur e thr u Ih 

top - down ap proach has been a failure, Joint Forest Management came into pract ice in i 

Several projects have started working in different forested areas to bring about acti ve mmllnit 

in volvement si nce the mid 1990s. Such participatory attempts include: Adaba-Dod I il1lc rat d 

Forest Management project (IFM P), Borana Collaborative Forest Management Pr je t 0 

Chil imo and Bonga Joint Forest Management Project, and Menagesha-SlIba Participat I' F re l 

Management. Although it is too early to evaluate the overall outcomes of the PI' je t th 

situation of the resource might be in a better condition than in the form er exclusive appr a h. 

Hence the approach appears applicable to this project to ensure sustainab le manag men t r thc 

Dire affo rested forests whi le improving the livelihoods of local communitie i rimarii b 

generating alternative sources of income. If the approach put in place it will al 0 h Ip t ca tht: 

confl icting situation among and between the communities under the stud y. 



Chapter Six 

6. Summary and Conclusion 

6.1. Summary 

Man y afforestation and forest protection proJ'ects . In many developing c untr ie re ulted in 

failure. Ethiop ia, where large afforestation and reforestation d . program un ertaken In the 1 r 

instance, ente red the post socialist era with huge deforestatl'o h' h ' : n w IC co ntll1ued unaba ted . I he 

maj or cause is that they are mostly donor driven during the tragic famin e of 1984 /85 an I, hen e 

their social accou nti ng aspects were rarely taken into consideration . Be ide m t r u h 

proj ects were estab lis hed by using displacement approach, which expe ll ed large nUI11 cr 

people from their bases of subsistence. On top of that, the premi e f manag ment l re 

conservation agai nst the local people than conservation for and with the pc pie. The Ir ' 

afforestation project was an example of afforestation scheme established in such a way . 

Afforestation program has been a national agenda, since the imperial time, probably datin ba k 

to the adoption of euca lyptus tree. To apprehend the famine , which was attributed t denudati n 

and to fulfil l the increas ing need of fuel wood for swelling urban population, c nvertin g hill ide 

into eucalyptus plantati on was found as panacea especially in the 1980 . Therefore, convertin 

hillside pastu re and farming land in to trees zone were a one time national excitement hi h 

evicted tho usands of households (Wood.1990; Pankhrust, 1998). The Dire affore tati n pr ject 

emerged fol low in g similar trend with the objectives offulfilling the prov ision of fue l wo d p I 

and construct ion mate ri al for Addis Ababa city. 

. . ' d b 1984/85 and 1989/90 ba ed on the 
The Dire affo restatIOn project was conducte etween 

. b f I fi om their homestead The tree v hi h 
displacement principle, expelling large num er 0 peop e r . 

covers the total area of 12 849 hectare of land protected used the non palti cipator approach f 
'. h I the management sy tem i neither 

the state management system untIl now. Nevert e ess, 

h I
· I'h od of the local populati on. It rather 

maintains the status of the afforested tree nor t e Ive I 0 . 
. d . tended to anal ys is the ocio- ec n ml 

aggravated the problem of forest depletIOn. The stu Y 111 
. d ics of deforestation. In order to lUd th 

effects of the afforestation project and the social ynam . . 
collection were emplo ed . Be Ide thl 

stated problems, qualitative techniques of data 
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corroborate a theoretical argument . h Wit the finding of the study ex ten i e a mcnt 
secondary materials were made. 

The most important issues include are' h . . ow was the afforestation project cam in t 

What was the reaction of the local co .? . mmunlty. What effects the proj thad n 

com mun ity? Do benefits derived from the ~ orest resource accrue to the I 

do peo ple cut the tree? What kind of relation d th . s 0 e project and the loca l c mmunit ha c? hat 

ave owar the forest re urce? I the mana mcnt kin ds of fee li ngs do the local communities h t d 

e a 10leste tree and the Ii clih d strategy effective? What should be done to maintain both th fl' · d . 

th e loca l community? etc . 

The discuss ion pointed out that the afforestation program in the stud y area wa arr icd ut 

with out the consultation of the local people. The local people were excluded in the dem.lr ati n 

of the area des ignated for the plantation scheme. As a result a significant amount f fertil e land 

were take n over by the projects and converted in to eucalyptus plantation. The pl antati n 

acti viti es had been performed through Food for Work program, mobilizing large num ber 

people. 

On top of thi s, the afforestation project has caused displacement of the local communi t . ar e 

nu mber of households was made to relocate either through villagization or relocati n t the 

resettl ement sites. In the study area about 315 and 330 households were made to re ettl e in Ire 

and Qarsa resettlement sites respectively in 1985. The households were made to be relo at d 

from more than one PA. The displaced communities were not prov ided with alternati e or the 

lost their land and other properties without compensation. Only the roofs of the hou e ere 

erected without walls. Individuals using the material from their old houses made the \! all and 

other interior details. On average two plots offarm lands were provided to them a repla ement. 

Though, the project use different deceptive measure like promises, the response on the ide of th 
. . Th nity resi sted both the affore tati n an 

community was not welcommg from the start. e commu 

h 

l' Th . tment ranges from open prote t to ta III 

t e resettlement program in different lorms. elr resen 
. . d th ' disagreement b being relu tant 

different action against the proJect. They expresse etr 
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destroy their res ident, refusing to involve in the act' 't' h ' IVI les, caSIng away the lab urer \J h arne t 
di g their land , damaging the planted tree destroying th " " ,e project S property and th pI' perl m de 
av aIlable fo r their use, encroachina in to the forest and b t ' I o ,y CLI tIn g t le tree and th e like, Th I < I 

community has ill feelings towards the forest resource Th ' e management appr a h the pr je t i 
using aggravated their negative feelings, 

Since its commencement, the responsibility of protection and conse rvation r the a f~ re te tree 

rested on the shoulder of the project. The afforested fores t resource is till pI' t t d b arl11 c 

guards, Currently the project has got about 217 armed guards for the survei lIance f th re ! 

resource , In other words the management strategy alienated the local people fr m re p n ibl r 
managing the fo rest. Though it has some protective values, it does not rescue the a f~ re ted tree 

from ill ega l ex ploitation, In the absence of any other alternative the local com munity 

to depend on the forest resource, Unless urgent measure of paradi gm hin r mana cment th at 

incorporate the local community in the management and benefit sharing i in pia e b til the 

forest reso urce and the local community will fall under severe problems, 

The estab l ishment of the tree plantation together with the management strategy empl cd had 

manifold impacts on the socio economic life of the communities, The fa te f th e I al 

comm un ities has obviously been impoverishment disaster. As already discu sed, the project had 

claimed large areas of farming and grazing lands dislocating the loca l communit , The 

, , f I d t' I af'f'ected the local ag riculture animal 
exp roprI ati on of such large tracts 0 an nega Ive y I' 

d I, I'h d Th oJ'ect inflected almo t all et f ri k 
husbandry practice and other land base Ive I 00 , e pr 

identified by Cernea (2000) , As briefly discussed in chapter four the majo r impo eri hment 

, ' I d I dlessness homelessne joble ne and 
di saster encountered the local commumty mc u es an , 

, ' ' I' d marginalization, risk of death en ironmental 
lose of source of income SOCIal dlsartlcu atlon, an 

, b'l The 'Impoverishment disaster resulted from both the di 1 ati on 
effect, and secunty pro ems, 

process and the management approach was employed by the project. 

, "Conflicts and contradiction " itne d in the 
This in turn resulted in conflicts and contradictIOns, f, I' the 

t of the afforested resource, The ee In 
subjects of this study over the use and managemen 1 f, t uard and the 

, 't ,the relation between t le ore 
afforestation induced on the displaced communt y, 
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community, the relation between the returnees and h '. 
. t ose who remained III the re ctl lem 

and the relati on between the severely affected and . II partla y affected people are bri 
under chapter five . 

6.2. Conclusion 

In genera l the establishment of any development program like affo re tati n pr gram 

afforestation which uses displacement approach without equitable li ve lih d altern ti 

nt ite 

d 

expelled po pul ati on would resulte in the failure of the intended objective. Th mmunit turn 

their face aga inst the project that denied their livelihood in the absence f any altcrna ti c 111 an 

of subsistence. The study also signifies the negative impact of the af~ rc tali n indu 'd 

di sp lacement on the local community. In fact, the community depend on the ~ rc I th u d, the 

unable to escape the impoverishment disaster. Hence the paper has empha ized the ri k r th 

afforested trees and the risks and realities of impoverishment in vo lved in the in luntor 

di spl aceme nt and resettlement of inhabitants from the area designated to the pl antati n. 

Moreover, thi s stud y clearly shows that the protectionist approach of fore t managemen t ha the 

adverse effects both on the afforested resource and the restricted community. Th e re ~ re, the paper 

has stressed the need to look for the new intervention strategy to curb the depletion of the ~ re t 

resource and to mitigate the impoverishment risks imposed on the local communi ti e . In fa ct 

there is ampl e evidence that indicates the success of participatory forest management trateg . 

Thus, the paper recommends the incorporation of local community in to the management and 

benefit sharin g occurred from the forest resource. The devolution of power in re ur e 

management should be a guiding principle. This could be realized throu gh the Joint F re t 
. . f J . t M agement Forest hou Id be taken int 

Management strategy. Hence, the mcorporatlOn 0 om an 

II the livelihood of the loca l communit 
consideration to maintain the afforested tree as we as 
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Plate I : Dire Resettlement site 'pl~n 

Plate 2: The Water pump and generator damaged by th e loca l people in Qar a 

resett lement site 



Pla te 3: Houses of people encroached in the forest 

Plate 4 
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Plate 5: Conli sca ted firewood from the co mmunity in th e project cO I1l Dound 

Plate 6 Charcoa l and firewood in the market of Lega dadi 



Plate 7: Charcoal burnin g pl aces 



in th e forest 
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Plate 9: Indi vidua l taking " fire w"ood for seal from Q"ar 

baba 
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hildren return back their home ca rryin g tree 

Plate I I: Women go in g to coll ect fi re wood and wind dropp d lea ve for markL:! 

Pla te 12: Collected \I ind dropped lea\'Cs in Dire reset icmenl itc fl r ~3k 



Plate 13: Youngsters in the forest to cut tree 
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