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Abstract

The news framing in the current political reform in Ethiopia was one of the most critical issues
that attracted the international and local media outlets. The main objective of the present study
was, therefore, to analyze the political news articles on the current political reforms in Ethiopia.
The research design employed mixed methods to undertake the analysis of primary and
secondary data collected from ETV news. A purposive sampling technique was employed to
collect news covering the reform period from 02 March 2018 to 02 March 2019 on the political
reforms in Ethiopia. Hence, 75 political news were selected for analysis. Content analysis and
in-depth interviews were utilized to collect and analyze data. Among the major findings of the
study are: political reform theme being the most dominant followed by peace and stability theme,
and political reform frame and peace frame being the most dominant frames of the ETV news.
The study also indicated that the main ETV news sources were government officials and
organizations, which accounted for about 83% of the news articles. The study concluded that
ETV's current political reform news theme and frames reflected mainly the interest of
government officials and organizations. Therefore, the study recommends that much has to be
done to include in the theme and frames of the political reform news to reflect the voices of the

public, politicians, intellectuals, and civic societies.
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION

This chapter presents the background of the study, statement of the problem, objective of the
study, basic research questions, scope of the study, significance of the study, limitation of the

study and organization of the study.

1.1. Background of the Study

Television service was first introduced to Ethiopia during the 25th anniversary of Emperor Haile
Selassie | exhibition in 1948. The exhibition was organized to show the remarkable
achievements of the Monarchical regime after Fascist Italy invaded Ethiopia. The British
Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) then addressed the audience at the exhibition (EBC, 2019).
However, it was on the 2nd of November 1964 that the television service was officially
inaugurated by Emperor Haile Selassie with the presence of the high-ranking government
dignitaries and guests, which became operational during the Kking's coronation ceremony
(Birhanu, 2009).

Ethiopian Television (ETV) is one of the main government-owned media that currently transmits
various programs. Notwithstanding all elements of entertainment, ETV has been a socio-
economic and political medium with various programs produced in different native and
international languages for the last 55 years Currently, EBC is increasing its media coverage

using national and international languages with digital technologies (EBC, 2019).

Recently, Ethiopia had undergone political reforms since Apr 2018 when Dr. Abiy Ahmed was
appointed as a new Prime Minister of Ethiopia following the resignation of the previous Prime
Minister Haile Mariam Desalegn. The political reforms undertaken within the country attracted
the international as well as the local media outlets that were actively taking part in reportage the
political reforms starting from the release of political prisoners up to the peace deal with the
neighboring State of Eritrea after twenty years stalemate because of the Ethio-Eritrean border
conflict (1998-1999). EBC, as one of the state media, in its turn was also reporting the political
reforms conducted within the last one-year and a half in Ethiopia, more specifically the reforms
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done by the new Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed. Studying the nature of framing used in the
political news during the recent reform agenda would enable us to evaluate political news

broadcast to the target audience.

Meron(2016) explained, citing Tamre (2007), that since the commencement, the state-owned
media, including ETV, despite changes of regimes, were propaganda machines of government
agenda. News, informative, and entertainment programs heralded to target audiences were
strictly censored and molded to satisfy the political interests of the respective governments. This
has a direct influence on the framing of political news and other programs in favor of the
government actors (Birhanu, 2009).

London (1993) argued that in reporting news together with politics, framing might be a central
point that organizes relevant events and suggests what an issue is. lyengar (1991) raised the
problem that understanding and using the pertinent sorts of political news framing would
forestall the public from confusion, and establish the real causes and solutions to central political
problems. If the media do not consider political news transmission without distortion, public

confidence in media coverage is weakened.

The knowledge of framing is undeniably crucial for several sectors. Particularly as media
remained to be a vital tool to create intact democracy, media researchers notice framing theory
useful to research the imbalances and underlying power structures that mediate political issues
(Volkmer, 2009). Framing could be a central concept in political communication and a strong
political tool. Understanding what frames are used to define specific issues and what general

patterns are proved by the evolution of frames over time is vastly vital (Boydstun, et al, 20 15).

1.2. Statement of the Problem

It is now almost one year and a half since Dr. Abiy Ahmed assumed political power in April
2018 as Prime Minister of Ethiopia after the former Prime Minister Haile Mariam Dessalegn had
resigned his post. Since then, the new Premier has introduced political reforms in the country.
However, there were various claims about the media coverage of the current political reforms in
Ethiopia. The domestic media, the diaspora media, and other international media outlets have
been reporting the reforms in their own perspectives. This takes us to the issue of political news
framing and its influences on the target audience. The media play a major role in shaping public

opinions by framing the events and issues in particular ways. Framing of reports directly affects
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the target audience's understanding, interpretation, and evaluation of issues and events. The way
media frame issues and events, therefore, alter the attitudes of societies and contribute to the
development of “social level processes like political socialization, decision-making, and
collective actions” (de Vreese, 2005). This becomes prevalent when external forces including
political parties sponsor the frames. In the world of politics, framing news in favor of political
parties or groups is designed to gain popular support for their policies they attempt to implement
upon assuming political powers (Slothuus and de Vreese, 2009). Ashenafi (2012) by citing Parks
(2000) also indicated that frames shape the attitude of the public, if exposed to them, which leads

to the development of behavior that persists over time.

As Ethiopia is one of the developing countries in Africa, the roles of media outlets are immense
and are expected to contribute their part in improving the livelihood of millions of citizens living
in poverty. Media outlets are powerful in educating, entertaining, and dissemination of issues and
events, as well as raising awareness in the political discourse of having national and international
importance. They should also stand to ensure human and democratic rights, and reveal out some
critical issues such as abuses and bad governance orchestrators to bring them into justice and
ensure the rule of law in the country. ETV as a medium contributed its role in the socio-
economic development endeavor of the country. However, as it is a state-owned medium, the
political news framing was designed for many years in favor of the government's political

preferences and ideologies (Birhanu, 2009).

The media outlets have little knowledge and understanding of how the frames play a pivotal role
in influencing the public (Slothuus and de Vreese, 2009). This is evident in ETV where | am now
working for, while reporting the political reforms that occurred in Ethiopia as of April 2018
under the leadership of the new Prime Minister Dr. Abiy Ahmed. Nevertheless, Luther and
Miller (2005) argued that journalists working in the mass media attempt to present news in
objective ways. Investigating this political reform news in ETV in terms of framing and framing
analysis would play a major role in understanding how the medium narrates and represents

events of national and international importance, and influences the general public.

There are a handful of studies conducted in the framing of news and programs in Ethiopia.
However, these studies are not free of limitations. One of the limitations of Ashenafi's research
(2012) is that the study did not indicate the political news framing coined by electronic media.

His research work is limited to print Media news framing in the 2010 parliamentary election.
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Meron (2016) attempted to explore the framing of a traffic accident in state media by taking the
case of the EBC Guzo Program and Addis Zemen Newspapers that are far away from the general
framework of political news framing. Semetko and Valkenburg (2000) also conducted a
comparative study in framing European politics. The study, however, does not reflect the
contemporary socio-political dynamics and political news framing in the developing countries
including Ethiopia. In other words, the context of Europe and the developing world is quite
different. Furthermore, Gronemeyer Porath (2017) conducted political news farming giving more
emphasis on conflict framing in Chilean Press that excluded the political news framing in

television and other electronic media.

Assessing ETV political news framing, its major thematic areas, and main sources in the current
political reform from 02 March 2018 up to 02 March 2019 in Ethiopia would, therefore, have a
paramount significance to understand political news framing in ETV in particular and other
media broadcasting in general. It could also serve as an input for further research. This is,
therefore, the main reason that initiated this study, which focused on assessing political news
farming such as conflict frames; economic consequences frames; human interest frames;
responsibility frames; morality frames; diagnostic frames; prognostic and motivational frames
while reporting the current political reform news by taking the case of ETV as one of the

mediums of the Ethiopian Broadcasting Corporation (EBC).
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1.3.  Objectives of the Study

1.3.1. General Objective

The general objective of this research is to analyze the political news framing on the current

political reforms in Ethiopian Televsion.

1.3.2. Specific Objectives

The specific objectives of the study, among others, are to:

¢ identify the major themes of the Ethiopian Television used on the current political
reform news;

e examine the political news frame that Ethiopian Television used in the current
political reforms; and

e assess the dominant news sources that Ethiopian Television used while reporting the

current political reform news.

1.4. Basic Research Questions

The study attempted to answer the following questions:

e What are the major themes of the political news in the current political reform?

e How do the frames of the news look like in Ethiopian Television while reporting the
current political reform?

e What are the dominant political news sources the Ethiopian Television used while

reporting the current political reform?

1.5.  Scope of the Study

ETV is one of the state-owned media, which gave relatively wider coverage in reporting current
political reform from 02 March 2018 up to 02 March 2019. Another reason for the focus of the
study on ETV and ignore other media outlets was that ETV had better archival resources that
could be easily accessed as compared to other media outlets. It was also a convenient media
house for the researcher to save the limited cost, time, and energy. The study was, thus, limited
to screening out political reform news broadcasted via ETV from 02 March 2018 up to 02 March
2019 during the newly elected PM, Dr. Abiy Ahmed.
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1.6.  Significance of the Study

The study attempted to explore how ETV framed the current political reform news under the
leadership of the new Ethiopian Prime Minister, Dr. Abiy Ahmed. It is expected to benefit media
houses, media managers, practitioners, journalists, and stakeholders in understanding how ETV,
framed the current political reform news, and then take necessary measures ahead of time. The
study would also motivate scholars for further researches in the area.

1.7. Limitation of the Study

The study was limited to investigating the political reform news that ETV reported in the first
year from 02 March 2018 up to 02 March 2019 under the leadership under the new Premier, Dr.
Abiy Ahmed. If the study had included other media outlets, it would have given a wider
understanding of the subject considered under the study. Furthermore, Focus Group Discussions
were not held due to the spread of COVID- 19 and the resulting lockdown. However, the
researcher attempted to address the limitations by conducting in-depth interviews with ETV

political news editors, producers, and reporters.

1.8. Organization of the Study

The rest of the chapter is organized as follows: The second chapter focuses on the literature
review that consists of an overview of the Ethiopian media landscape media and politics, framing
theory, the role of media in framing political news, media versus journalistic framing, factors
affecting media frames, and lessons learned from the literature review. The third chapter deals
with research methodology which contains research design and method, sampling technique and
procedures, methods of data collection, organization and analysis, content analysis, and in-depth
interviews. The fourth chapter looks at data presentation and analysis of the study. The final

chapter is about conclusions and recommendations.
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CHAPTER TWO

LITERATURE REVIEW

This chapter describes concept and definition of political news; media and politics; framing
theory; role of media in framing political news; media versus journalistic framing; factors

affecting media frames; and an overview of the Ethiopian media landscape comprehensively.

2.1. Concept and Definition of Political News

Political news covers all aspects of news that directly or indirectly affects the livelihood of the
politicians, citizens, communities, the power of government and its dignitaries, and the civil
governmental bodies. Political news, thus, provides facts, perspectives, and viewpoints as per the
interests of the media outlets. Political news could be reached to the public using various media
outlets. The political actors in the political news making are increasingly shaped by the mass
media, either to make it sensational or predictable. In other words, political news could be
produced and reported to the audience in the form of constructive or destructive ways for

developments and provoking conflicts (K. Brants et al, 2011).

2.2.  Media and Politics

Media and politics are inseparable components. Consequently, Cook (1998) outlined the media
as “a political establishment that plays a very important role in politics in conjunction with
several other institutions. Media favors additional sources regarding politicians and political
parties more in policymaking and governance of the country that directly involve public
interest.” Political processes and outcomes would be informed to the general public via mass
media. The voters and the competitive political parties therefore taking part in the election would
publicize the election process is democratic and the election outcomes are free and fair. This can
be specifically crucial in countries that do not develop democracy. The strict relationship
between media and politics is additionally explained by Ha (2003) stating: “Without news media,
both the voters and political actors cannot even imagine process participate in and maintain the

democratic method.”

7|Page



The literature on the relationship between media effects and political participation varies
significantly, however. According to Entman (1993), media use is positively associated with
higher levels of political knowledge and participation (Peer, et al, 2003). Similarly, Norris
(2000) argued that there is no conclusive proof of a negative relationship between media use and
political participation aside from the clear causative link between them. On the contrary, she
finds proof to support her theory that active and concerned individuals to the news media are
additional to be affected by the media than others (Peer, et al, 2003). lyengar (2005) also noted

that strategic political communication is important to election outcomes.

In media politics, there are three principal actors: politicians, journalists, citizens, and these
actors have different goals. For politicians, the goal of media politics is to use mass
communication to mobilize the general public support they have to win elections and to urge
their programs enacted while in office. For journalists, the goal of media politics is to supply
stories that attract huge audiences, which emphasize the "Independent and vital Voice of
journalists.” For voters, the goal is to watch politics and hold politicians responsible support with
minimal efforts. Different media are alleged of operating in favor of certain political parties or
people. Since journalists are human beings, they will have interests and, hence, may favor that
they think would advance their interests. Semetko (2008) argued that journalists might face
numerous problems to be lined at the same time so that two or three contenders will be selected

for coverage, which is assumed prestigious to the public.

2.3.  Framing Theory

2.3.1. What is framing?

The idea of Framing goes back to a social scientist Erving Goffman (1974) who defined it as a
“principle of organization that governs events...and our subjective involvement in them.”
Framing is regarding mental codes of experience about a selected organized mode of cognitive
perception and response to complex situations. Frames denote clusters of ideas that enable

individuals to locate, perceive, identify, and label experiences.

Similarly, Lippmann (1922) who was considered as the initiator of framing theory defined
frames by what appears, underestimation of the public’s capacity to comprehend situations.
Lippman asserts that the mass media helped the general public sense the globe. Lippman wrote
that mass media facilitate the general public shaping the images in their minds. This assertion
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raises questions associated with audience autonomy. One cannot jeopardize audience

independence despite the influence of the frames.

Out of the intellectual disagreement toward what framing suggests that two approaches have
emerged in shaping framing. Gamson and Modigalian (1987) conceptualized framing in general
terms “central organizing idea or storyline that gives meaning to an unfolding strip of events.”
This perspective considers the generalization of events through news or other media texts and
this generalization change into perception. Meanwhile, the central idea approach has
acknowledged being incapable of providing a sufficient foundation for consistent measurement
and theory. The second approach centered on the overall result of frames (Entman et al. 2009).
According to this perspective, framing involves saliency and selection and by doing therefore,
frames define issues, create an ethical judgment, diagnose problems and suggest remedies. He
further explains a single text frame might serve quite these four functions, on contrary text might
perform none. According to the second version of frames definition, frames are not a
straightforward set of text too; rather it is a value-laden process to promote a particular kind of

interpretation.

Quoting Graber (1988), Entman (1993) says frames are close to ideas like categories, scripts, or
stereotypes that imply mentally stored clusters of ideas that guide individuals’ information
processing. This cognitive-inclined definition sees frames as an illumination of the precise means

within which influence over human consciousness is exerted by the transfer of information.

Noriss's (1995) frames reinforce already existing social and universal understanding to define the
new event. Therefore, new developments are going to be understood among the present social
understanding framework. As a result, frames cannot be delineated as individual schema,
however as collectively shared patterns. This interpretation approach might be applicable or not.
Norris places it as follows:

“News frames bundle key concepts, stock phrases, and stereotypical images to reinforce
certain common ways of interpreting developments. The essence of framing is selection to
prioritize some facts, event or development over others, thereby promoting particular
interpretation... New developments are understood within regular patterns. Frames

represent stereotypes, which slot a particular event in broader interpretative categories.”
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Expounding Norris’s idea, Rees (2001) argued that framing is that the “basic conceptual and
ideological framework through that events are presented” as a result they are going to set one

dominant/primary meaning instead of another.

2.3.2. Types of Frames

Dimitrova (2006) identified two types of media frames based on Scheufele's research work.
These media frames are Issue-specific and Generic frames:

2.3.2.1. Issue-specific frames

These media frames are concerned with specific issues or events happened in particular areas.
One of the benefits of these frames is that they play a pivotal role in the investigation of the
framing of events in great specificity and detail. Dimitrova confirmed that the issue-specific
frames were used in the investigation of the Gulf War and earlier conflicts. Dimitrova indicated
the U.S September 9,/11 attack news coverage analysis done in 2003 by Xigen Li and Ralph
Izard, that the political and human interest frames were also more frequently employed in print

than television coverage.

lyengar (1991) found that daily news coverage in the USA on social-related issues was
dominated by an episodic interpretation in which news depicts social issues as limited to events
only. In the same publication, lyengar noted news organizations reinforce episodic frames, as it
simplifies complex issues. However, the difficulty to generalize, compare and use empirical
evidence to construct theory, are the defects of the issue-specific analyses, as it focuses too much
on details. (Bennett, 2001).

2.3.2.2. Generic Frames

Unlike issue-specific frames, generic frames outshine thematic limitations. lyengar (1991) in his

experiment identified two prime examples of generic frames: episodic versus thematic frames.

Episodic news frames refer to the portrayal and presentation of issues through either a specific
event that serves as a representative anecdote of the broader issue or the life story of a person
who could put a face on the issue (lyengar, 1991). These frames are much more suitable for

isolated news events, focusing on discrete cases or episodes (Dimitrova, 2006).
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While episodic framing may achieve some exemplification effects in reaching news audiences, it
may also have unintended consequences that potentially hinder issue understanding and
responsibility attributions (Major, 2009). In particular, an overemphasis on anecdotal events and
personal stories may condition the public to "describe chronic problems such as poverty and
crime not in terms of deep-seated social or economic conditions, but as mere idiosyncratic
outcomes," causing news audiences to hold individuals responsible for causing and fixing social
problems (lyengar, 1991).

Episodic framing can divert public attention away from systemic flaws in political, social, and
economic environments, and downplay the importance of society-level remedies such as policy
changes, regulatory efforts, and correction of social inequalities and injustices (Kim et al.,
2010).

While the thematic news frames refer to the portrayal and presentation of issues through
information about their systemic causes, trends, and consequences (lyengar, 1991). In covering
public health problems, thematic framing often includes expert analyses of contextual conditions,
systematic evidence of widespread outcomes, statistical trends of morbidity and mortality,
reports on research in disease prevention, intervention and treatment, discussion of risk factors
and their social indicators, and presentation of community-level and policy-based remedies (Kim
and Willis, 2007; Lawrence, 2004). Thematic frames provide a broader societal context to issues
and events. Thematic frames attribute more to look for solutions for governmental policies and

other factors than focusing on events affect individuals (London,1993).

It provides background on the causes for actions or events as the result of which the thematic

frames are rarely found in the breaking news coverage (Dimitrova, 2006).

Research has shown that thematic framing can influence people’s thoughts and feelings about
social problems. Health advocates believe that by providing adequate background information,
contextual conditions and widespread consequences, thematic framing has the potential to
improve public understanding of systemic (versus isolated) risk factors, encourage public support
for collective (versus individual-level) solutions, as well as alleviate stigmas that are usually
caused by and associated with blaming and demonizing individual sufferers(lyengar, 1991).
lyengar stated that explanations of issues depend on the reference points furnished in media

presentations. However, seminal work on individual differences has shown that some people are
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more inclined to perform dispositional attributions, whereas other people tend to prefer external
attributions (Kelley &Michela, 1980).

While studying the framing of European politics Semetko and Valkenburg (2000) suggested the
following five generic framings: Furthermore, there are three frames, which are designed by

Benford and Snow (1988). Those are prognostic, diagnostic, and motivational frames.

Conflict frame: This frame emphasizes the conflict between individuals, groups, or institutions
as a means of capturing audience interest. It’s a practice of reporting stories of clashing

interpretation and it was found to fit well with news media’s ‘game.

Economic Consequence Frame: This frame depicts the possible economic outcome of a
specific event, issue, or problem. The wide impact of an event is an important news value, and
economic consequences are often considerable (Graber, 1993). Lechler and de Vreese (2012) in
their study of ‘News Framing and Public Opinion’ noted that reference to economic consequence
is a relevant opinion formation aspect since it affects the majority of the public.

To expand the research on generic news frames to a cross-nationally comparative setting, the use
of the conflict and economic consequences frames in television news in Britain, Denmark, and
the Netherlands were investigated. The extent to which news was framed in terms of conflict and
economic consequences was investigated during the first-step introduction of the euro in January
1999 and during a routine period. The investigation of the relative emphasis on the conflict and
economic consequences frames in the news showed that conflict was more prominent than
economic consequences in political/ economic news stories in all three countries. When looking
at stories about the introduction of the euro, the opposite pattern emerges: conflict was less

important than economic consequences in these stories (Semetko and Valkenburg, 2000).

Human-interest Frame: this frame brings a human face or an emotional angle to the
presentation of an event, issue, or problem. Neuman et al (1992) identified the responsibility
frame as a commonly employed frame next to the conflict frame. Such prevalence is the result of
intense competition in the media industry and they are highly engaged in personalizing,
dramatizing or “emotionalizing” the news, to retain audience interest. Neuman et al (1992)

described it as a "human impact frame.”
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Responsibility Frame: presents an issue or problem in such a way as to attribute responsibility
for causing or solving to either the government or to an individual or group. This is a typical
frame that elites use to influence public opinion or understanding. lyengar (1987) argued that
television news coverage disguised the public by framing social problems or issues in terms of
individual instance or event (episodically) rather than larger social context (thematically). This
approach leads the public to offer an individual-level explanation for the broader social problem.
Therefore, a poor woman deepened on welfare held responsible for her fate, rather than

government failure or its system.

Morality Frame: it is a type of frame that puts events, issues or problems in religious views or
moral prescriptions. Journalists refer to moral frames out Professional courtesy which is
objectivity, through quotation or inferences. According to Neuman et al (1992), this frame is
common in the minds of the audience than in the news content.

The moral values frame referred to the often indirect reference to morality and social
prescriptions. This inclusion of certain quotations or inferences could be an example. The
conflict frame referred to the journalistic practice of reporting stories of clashing interpretation
and it was found to fit well with news media’s ‘game interpretation of the political world as an
ongoing series of contests, each with a new set of winners and losers’. These frames were found
concerning different issues which suggest that the frames are more generally applicable than

issue specific news frames. (Neuman et, al, 1992).

Diagnostic Frame: the diagnostic frame identifies the causes or reasons that create the problem.

Hence, this frame provides background on the causes of actions or events (Dimitrova, 2006).

Prognostic Frame: these frames focus on possible solutions, thus offer, justify treatments for
the problems, and predict the likely effects that are associated with the issue. Thus, it discusses

the consequences of actions or events and specifies what needs to be done (Sheufele, 1999).

Motivational frame: provides a “call to alarms” to engage an ameliorative collective action.
This frame is known as “agency component of the collective action frame (Johnston & H, K

1995).

Framing researchers also reflect on how to identify frames in a certain news text. Therefore,
some scholars argue that frames could be identified as the framing devices employed and these
devices are different from the actual news story. For instance, Entman (1993) suggested that

frames in the news can be examined and identified by “the presence or absence of certain
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keywords, stock phrases, stereotyped images, sources of information and sentences that provide
thematically reinforcing clusters of facts or judgments.”” Gamson and Modigliani (1989)
maintained that the frames or “condensing symbols” of news packages as a whole with a deft

metaphor, catchphrase, portrayal, or other symbolic devices.”

2.4.  Media versus Journalistic Framing

Media has become a powerful framing institution in the modern world. Back in 1920, Lippmann

asserts the world is too complex for the public unless the media simplify it using framing.

Media framing is the process by which an issue is portrayed in the news media. Media frames
also provide a prescription around a news story and draw lines between what is not newsworthy
or notable. So, journalists rely on media frames to decide what to include in a story and what to
leave out, a process that may be conscious, instinctive or culture-bound. Media frames call

attention to some aspects of reality while obscuring others.

Framing scholars argue that journalists prefer information that is consistent with their journalistic
frames (Scheufele, 2006). In times of routine coverage, journalistic frames are applied to
incoming information. Consequently, frame-consistent information is more likely to be used for
the construction of a news report than inconsistent information. However, key events can shift

existing journalistic frames and even replace these frames.

2.5.  The Role of Media in Framing Political News

The presence of frames in political news is very important. Majid and Ramaprasad (1998)
discussed that, as an institution engaged in framing social and political issues, the news media
can significantly affect the success and failure of a social movement. A certain social movement
that demands some kind of transformation always accompanies media to communicate its

message to the wider public.

Incognizant of the power of media frames, politicians exploit it to strategically shape public
discourse or opinion in favor of their advantage Entman et al (2009). While assessing how the
U.S media frame the shooting down of the Iranian plane by the U.S. in 1983 and Korean air by
Russia in 1988, Entman (1991) has clearly shown how the media framed the incidents in favor of

the elites. By deemphasizing the agency and the victims the media framed the U. S’s act of
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downing Iranian air as a technical problem. While a similar act of Russia on Korean air depicted

as moral outrage.

News frames play a paramount role in the exertion of power in the political arena and social
movement theorists understand news frames as a strategy to mobilize the public. In this context
frames defined as “action-oriented sets of belief and meaning that inspire and legitimate the
activities and campaigns of a social movement organization” (Benford and Snow, 2000). Snow
and Benford (1991) further argued that effective frames must depict the cause of a problem,
suggest a possible solution and inspire action. Therefore, by magnifying certain aspects of a
specific issue, while obscuring other aspects the elites probably impose certain kinds of opinion
through news frames-dominant frames. The case of the US’s policy toward Iraq during Irag-
Kuwait disagreement is an ideal example to shade light on how dominant elite frames operate.
According to Entmann (1993), there was an implicit consensus among elites not to present,
negotiation as a remedy to address the problem between the two nations. While the media came
up with two remedies, ‘war now or sanction now’. Beyond obviously reinforcing the elites'

frame, the media ruptured the basic logic of acceptable discourse.
Quoting Stuart Hall, Griffin (2012) further explained that:

...the mass media maintain the dominance of those already in positions of power.
Broadcast and print outlets serve the Warren Buffet’s, Michael Bloomberg’s, and Bill

Gates's of this world. Conversely, the media exploit the poor and powerless.

This indicates that apart from the normal set of media frames, the media houses could serve as a
platform to disseminate dominant frames of the elites. Herman & Chomsky (1988) noted that the
media behave in that way when they integrate into the dominant political economy. Hence, the

media engaged in reinforcing the advantages of the elites, through the frames in their content.
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2.6. Factors affecting Media Frames

Media framing of a certain issue can be affected by different factors. Scheufule (1999) states five
factors that potentially affect the way journalists frame a certain aspect of an issue or a story.
These are ‘social norms and values, organizational pressures and constraints, pressure from
interest groups, and sources, journalistic routines, and ideological or political orientations of
journalists’ according to Scheufule (1999). Hence, it can be said the factors may arise from
internal and external. While the social norms and values, pressure from interest groups and
sources are the external factors, organizational pressures and constraints, journalistic routines,
and ideological or political orientations of journalists are internal factors. These pressures can

sometimes lead to bias or unethical reporting.

Therefore, some argue the way journalists gather information and select sources, the journalist’s
political beliefs, and the continuing deadlines determine how the event is framed. Hence, while
reporters assert that they strive to report the news as free from biases as is humanly possible,
their values and ideology may sometimes influence their framing judgments according to
Callaghan et al (2001).

On the other hand, some argue that it is much more likely that professional and organizational
norms dominate any political bias in coverage decisions. In this respect, Shoemaker and Reese
(1996) suggest that, in most cases, the power of organizational routines to influence media

content is inherently greater than the power of individuals to influence media content.

The researchers also believe that external factors partly affect journalistic autonomy and
journalists’ interpretations. Hence, beyond the social factors that can affect media framing,
governments can also affect news frames when they directly or indirectly own or control the

media or when the media news frame relies on the governments' frame.

Generally, due to the above-mentioned constraints within the media organization and outside the
media, the media news framing might be affected. Thus, the practical constraints of the
newsgathering process, the collective norms of the newsroom and manipulation by external

pressure groups all affect media framing.
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2.7.  An Overview of the Ethiopian Media Landscape

The Ethiopian mass media has remained a watchdog of the government for the last five decades
and a half. Throughout Emperor Haile Selassie I, it had been solely mouthpiece and percussionist
of the imperial immunity of the social system and was utterly under the direct management of the
Monarchical System whose ultimate objective was to ensure and sustain stable government
(Ethiopia Mass Media, 2006).

Similarly, all the mass media were expurgated and controlled by the Dergue regime. According
to Ashenafi (2012), the most purpose of the mass media at that period was to mobilize the
society to strengthen unity, and signify the unity of the country under the umbrella of socialism.
It was confirmed that in the past especially journalists' initiative, freedom, and freewriting were
not allowed in addition to showing very little respect for the profession and low interest in
technical excellence (Ethiopian Mass Media, 2006). Another researcher Skjerdal (2011)
maintained that Ethiopian mass media denied journalists' initiative, freedom of expression and
free writing. However, the incumbent government constitutionalized free and open media
climate in the 1995 FDRE Constitution. Thus, the mass media were liberated to establish private
print publications, though this excluded radio and TV. Accordingly, Article 29(3) of the FDRE

Constitution assured press freedom as shown below:

“Freedom of the press and other mass media and freedom of artistic creativity is guaranteed.
Freedom of the press shall specifically include the following elements: a) Prohibition of any

form of censorship; b) Access to information of public interest.”

However, it became a usual phenomenon to ascertain government interference in privately
owned media outlets, particularly in elections (Skjerdal and Hallelujah, 2009). The government-
owned media outlets comprising of Ethiopian Televisionand National Radio and FM Addis 97.1
were giving wider coverage in the country (Skjerdal, 2011). However, the distribution of
newspapers was limited to the most important cities that are indeed a way of information

principally for elites.

Skjerdal (2011) stated explicitly the government introduced a developmental journalism policy
so that mass media to play an active role in advocating principally the country's development.
However, some argued it remains contentious to assign the media such a task because the policy

affects the media and press freedom. The private media house owners and opposition politicians

17 |Page



criticize the media policy for not granting democracy and human rights, which are highlighted as
major issues within the country about what the media role ought to be. Some researchers argued
that the Ethiopian media these days is characterized as a polarized variety of media showing that
the government media for their restrictive news content and irresponsible coverage. On the
contrary, the private media blame the government for their strict intimidation over the private

press and press freedom in general (Skjerdal, 2011).

Generally, the government-owned media have remained the mouthpieces of the government for
more than half a century and are continuing as main advocators of government agendas whereas
the private media, though little in numbers and strictly controlled by the government, have
centered on critics of government policies, violation of human and democratic rights of the
public (Birhanu, 2009). What is more, the history of mass media in Ethiopia shows that
journalists were directed by the requirements and interests of successive governments and

imposed their ideologies on them (Asehanfi, 2012).

2.8. Lessons learnt from the Literature Review

The literature reviewed so far has shown that news frame is fundamentally useful in media
outlets. As news frame can influence the public’s thoughts and feelings; it requires the art of
careful design to reflect what is the reality on the ground. News framing requires balancing not
to understate or exaggerate events or causes covered. In political new framing, more specifically,
frames are used as strategic tools to mobilize the public to their targeted goals. News framing is
profoundly dependent on journalists™ level of awareness and understanding of the episodes, the
culture of the society in which they grew up, social norms and values, organizational pressures
and constraints, pressure from interest groups, and sources, journalistic routines, and ideological
or political orientations are a few among others. The news frame in general, the political news
frame, in particular, is to impart information to the public and the target audience. It has the

power of influencing the thoughts and feelings of the target audience that persist over time.

It further provided the researcher invaluable inputs, knowledge, and skills on data collections,
categories, organizations and interpretations of the political news  themes/ frames that ETV
broadcasted from 02 March 2018 up to 02 March 2019 (Megabit 24/2010-Megabit 24/2011 E.C)
Since the new Prime Minister, Dr. Abiy Ahmed, assumed political power on 2 April 2018.

18| Page



CHAPTER THREE

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

This chapter provides the overall methods and procedures used for conducting this research
project. Accordingly, the research methodology contains the research design; sampling
techniques and procedures; methods of data collection and analysis; content analysis; in-depth

interviews and data analysis procedure.
3.1. Research Design

To conduct the study, it was essential to collect all the necessary data and then undertook the
analysis using the scientifically valid methodology. The study, therefore, employed both
quantitative and qualitative methods to undertake the analysis as was confirmed by Wimmer and
Dominick (2011). For the qualitative analysis, in-depth interviews were held with ETV editors,
producers and reporters of political news to understand a phenomenon instead of predicting or
explaining it (Bhatacherjee, 2012). It facilitated the researcher to interpret and understand the
complicated reality of a given matter's data implications of qualitative knowledge (Mack, 2005).
For the quantitative analysis on quantifying the types of frames, themes and the dominant
sources of political news used in the current political reforms in Ethiopia. , which was found
useful in how often the given variable is present to communicate this amount (Wimmer and
Dominick (2011).

3.2.  Sampling Techniques and Procedures

In this study, primary and secondary data were used for analysis. The Primary data were
collected through in-depth interviews with seven key informants who were actively participating
in political news™ production, editing, and reporting. The interviews were purposively selected
based on their managerial positions and professional duties given in the current affairs news desk
of the ETV. The secondary data were collected from books, journals, magazines, newspapers,

and scholarly written works of literature.
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The researcher also purposively selected the reform period from 02 March 2018 up to 02 March
2019 (Megabit 24/2010-Megabit 24/2011 E.C) as well as the 75 political news (31.25 % of the
political news transmitted at the night primetime) within the indicated period for analysis. This
was the period on which the new Prime Minister assumed political power and subsequently,
reshuffling of cabinets, the release of political prisoners, negotiation with political factions
within the country, the return of exiled political parties to home, etc took place. The selection of
the political reform year and the news articles was done as per the interest of the researcher,

which is acceptable from researchers™ point of view (Black, 2010).

3.3.  Method of Data Collection and Analysis

About 75 Political reform news broadcasted via ETV during the reform period were screened out
from the ETV archive, and in-depth interviews were held with seven ETV editors and reporters

for content analysis.

Content analysis is referred to as the systematic, objective, quantitative analysis of message
characteristics. It includes the careful examination of human interactions; the analysis of
character portrayals in TV commercials, films, and novels; the computer-driven investigation of
the word, used in news releases and political speeches; and so much more (Neuendorf, 2002). In
his turn, Cole (1988) marked that content analysis is a “method of analyzing written, verbal, or
visual communication messages. Content analysis was thus used to the contexts, meanings,
subtexts, intentions contained in the political reform news. It is subjective for it depends on the
systematic classification process of coding and identifying themes or patterns (Hsieh & Shannon,
2005). We can say content analysis is a message and analyze its meaning. For instance; if a
researcher wishes to study whether the Ethiopian Herald promotes peace, one can draw the
sample from some important Ethiopian Herald newspapers and analyze the content selected from

the newspapers, which is considered as a reliable scientific method (Neuendorf, 2002).
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3.4. Content Analysis
3.4.1. Coding protocols

A. Coders

Two coders who got their masters degree in the field of journalism and communication were
selected for pilot coding. The researcher gave them orientation regarding the objective of pilot
coding of the data readily available for them. The selection of the professionals was made based
on their experience in data collection, categorization, and organization, coding, operating, and

handling the SPSS (Statstical Package for Social Sciences) analysis software.
B. Coding

Content analysis is mainly dependent on the coding of both quantitative and qualitative data to
develop it into meaningful categories for analysis and interpretation (Erik Blair, 2015). In this
case, coding sheet is fundamental to categorize political news into its framing types, major
themes, and sources of the political news to analyze them quantitatively, which were presented in
the form of frequency tables. Word counting was done to determine dominant news frame used.
Researches indicate that there are two coding approaches: Emergent and Priori (Blair, 2015).
However, emergent coding was best suited for this study for it gives room to draw codes from
the selected political news and in-depth interviews. Furthermore, the coding method is indicated
in the works of Wimmer and Dominick (2011). A detailed number of themes and frames were
designed and refined through time. The categories were developed after an exhaustive review of
the news items with an employment of the emergent coding techniques over one month and two
weeks. To ensure an effective coding process and efficient reliability, the news categories were

defined as follows:

e Theme categories: the news selected for the analysis mainly contain the following issues:
The assignment of the new Prime Minister; the reshuffling of cabinets; political reforms;
economic and institutional reforms, a peace deal with Eritrea; release of political prisoners;
strengthening economic cooperation and bilateral relations with neighboring countries and
beyond; peaceful demonstration in support of the new Prime Minister and the subsequent
reforms he took; the call of the new Prime Minister to opposition parties and armed

21| Page



intransigents to give up their armed struggle and look for peaceful solutions regarding the
political fate of the country through fair, free and periodic elections and promoting
alternative economic policies and strategies;
Frame categories: include political reform frame as change of ideology, policies as well as
the release of political prisoners; reform frame made on government institutions, judicial
organs, democratic and human institutions such as Office of Human Rights and Office of the
Ombudsman, the National Electoral Board of Ethiopia.; peace reform -peace deals conducted
between (among) governmental bodies and opposition parties, dissidents, normalizing
bilateral relationship with neighboring Eritrea; ethnic-conflict frame if conflict exists
between ethnic groups, and injuries, death etc.; conflict frame if the news reflects
disagreement between parties, individuals, groups, or countries other than the ethnic-
conflicts; economic cooperation frame if the news deals with bilateral or multilateral
economic cooperation with countries, organizations; attribution of responsibility frame which
suggests solutions that should be taken at the government levels, groups, individuals, or
organizations to alleviate problems related to peace and stability at community, regional and
national level; other frame if none of the above frames is not mentioned;
Complex categories- if the news composed of more than one frame (theme). If the news is
not purely one of the above-stated frames or if it is the combination of two or more frames.
For instance, in this study, the researcher came across the news which combined the
political, attribution of responsibility, and peace frame together. The percentage share of
the word counting in this fame showed that the political frame had a share of 60 percent,
and the attribution of responsibility and peace frames took 22 and 18 percent respectively.
The word counting of the development, peace, and attribution of responsibility frame
shared 36, 34, and 30 percent respectively. The share of the word counting of ethnic
conflict and attribution of responsibility frame in its turn was 60 and 40 percent.
Other frame categories: Some news did not refer to one of the political news frames
identified above. These are news that did not have frames related to the current political

reform in the reform period selected for this study and labeled as “other frame” for coding.
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The major resources of the political news reforms such as government officilas and
organizations, politicians, intellectuals, Ethiopian Defense Forces, Federal Police Commission,
and others were indicated for coding as well. Leading questions for key informants’
interviews(ETV eidtors and reporters) mainly on understanding of the current political reform
news, influences of the target audiences, and the types of frames they employ and why? And
major sources of the news often used while producing and reporting (Semetko, and
Valkenburg, 2000).

3.4.2. Validity and Inter-coder Reliability

A. Validity

Validity refers to “the extent to which an empirical measure reflects what humans agree on as the
real meaning of a concept adequately” (Neuendorf, 2002). It addresses the question, “are we
measuring what we want to measure?” The objective is to conclude with the high validity of the
intended outcome of the research. Furthermore, to ensure the validity of the study, the researcher
shared the work with other participants and colleagues (Yin, 2011). Even though there are
various measurements of validity, this study considered a content validity approach to measure
the extent to which the objectives, research questions, method of the research, themes, frames,
and sources of the news were valid (Stephen, 2016). Accordingly, two professionals (ETV
journalists) checked the content validity and came up with the result that the content validity

index was 0.91 which is valid and acceptable (Appendix I).

B. Inter-coder Reliability

Reliability means the extent to which a measuring procedure yields the same results on repeated
trials. According to Matthew et al (2010), the acceptable level of the coefficient for reliability
should be @.70 and above. Neuendorf (2002) argued that without acceptable levels of reliability,

measuring content analysis will be misleading (Neuendorf, 2002). Having recieved pilot coding,
corrections were made for final coding via SPSS (Statistical Package for Social Sciences-Version
20).
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On the other hand, inter-coder reliability refers to the degree of individual coders' agreement on
the content by using the identical coding instrument (Yin, 2011). Inter- coder reliability was thus

assessed using Holsti's (1969) formula as is indicated in the book of Wimmer and Dominick

M

(2011) as follows: Reliability — N1iNZ WhETE,

M = Number of coding decisions with which the two coders agree
N1& N2 = Number of coding decisions by the 1st and the 2nd coder, respectively.
The two coders randomly took 15 news (about 27 % of the political news), and coded them

where the reliability coefficient was found to be:

2(13) 26

Reliability = si15 30

= 0.87, which showed that the result is acceptable and reliable

as per the arguments of Mathew et al (2010) and Holsti (1969).
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Table 1: Checklist showing the main themes of political reform news

R.No Theme Description

1 The assignment of the | The House of Peoples Representatives assigned Dr. Abiy Ahmed as
new Prime | the Prime Minister of Ethiopia after the resignation of the former
Minister(PM) Prime Minister, Hailemariam Desalegn. The predecessor Premier

officially delivered the Constitution and the tricolor flag of Ethiopia
to the successor at the inaugurated ceremony.

2 The release of political | The new Primer then undertook various reforms one of which was
prisoners releasing political prisoners. Adargachew Tsigie(Secretary of

Patriotic-Ginbot7), Bekele Gerba, and Merera Gudina( heads of the
Oromo Federalist Congress), Andualem Andargie(one of the
members and top politicians of Unity Party) were a few among
others. Eskindir Nega was also released at that time.

3 The Prime Minister | The new Premier paid visits to regional states and discussed with
Discussion with people | public representatives in Somali, Tigray, Amhara, Southern Nations,
in the country and | Nationalities, and Peoples regarding the government reforms in the
abroad political, and economic affairs of the country. Further, the premier

then traveled to the oversea countries and discussed with
international communities and friendly governments in the area of
strengthening economic cooperation and bilateral relation. He also
discussed the social-economic and political reforms being
undertaken

4 The reshuffling of | The PM set up and reshuffled the old cabinet system. News
cabinets ministries emerged such as the Ministry of Peace, and the Ministry

of Revenues. Some dissolved as Government Communication affairs
and the Ministry of Federal Affairs. Some merged with other
Ministries. New cabinet members took the Council of Ministers and
took the ministerial positions.
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Political reform

The revolutionary democracy designed by EPRDF as an
ideology has been changed. Political prisoners were released.
Journalists who detained with false accusations were also set
free. EPRDF itself was transformed from the front (a coalition
of four ethnic-based organizations) into Prosperity Party.
State-owned companies such as Ethiopian Airlines, Ethio-
telecom, Ethiopian Shipping & Logistics Services Enterprise,
railways, industrial parks, hotels, sugar, and manufacturing
industries were decided to partially or fully liberalize to
domestic and foreign investors. The Liberal system seemed to
be expanding.

Institutional reforms

Various measures taken to boost the deteriorated economy
due to corruption and inefficient and ineffective performances
witnessed mega projects laid down during the Growth and
Transformation Plan [11( 2015-2020) were taken. The
measures included revitalizing the stagnated Grand
Renaissance Dam, sugar projects, road projects, import and
export systems, combating inflation, and rescue the public
from skyrocketing price of consumable goods, strict measures
on foreign loans, and financial systems, etc. Institutions were
also reformed to improve service delivery and boost the
economy.

The peace deal
Eritrea

with

The PM created opportunities to come into negotiations and
restore the economic and diplomatic relations after 20 years
of stalemate between Ethiopia, and Eritrea due to the border
conflict (May 1998 to June 2000). The effort ended the “no
peace no war’” statuesque between the two sisterly countries.
This is one of the greatest achievements of the new PM, Dr.
Abiy Ahimed, who was nominated and later awarded the
Noble Peace Prize Award in 2019.

Economic  cooperation | Economic cooperation and bilateral relations between

and bilateral relations | Ethiopia and neighboring countries and beyond widened and

with countries deepened after the new PM assumed political power.
Investment flows and projects to be implemented ahead from
various countries were growing. Relationship  with
international funding organizations such as the African
Development Bank, World Bank, and International Monetary
Fund strengthened. Ethiopian citizens detained in various
countries were released due to the request of the new PM.

The entrance of | Opposition parties residing in the country and abroad and

opposition parties and | those that resorted to struggle through the barrel of

armed intransigents

gunpowder such as Oromo Liberation Front, Patriotic-
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Ginbot7, Ogaden National Liberation Front, and several
others entered into the country for peaceful struggle.

10

The removal of parties
from the terrorist list

Parties such as Oromo Liberation Front, Patriotic-Ginbot7,
Ogaden National Liberation Front were removed from the
country’s list of terrorist organizations.

11

Amendments of law

Proclamations such as Anti-terrorism, charities and societies’,
election and various others were amended.

12

National consensus

Various discussions were held with public representatives,
political parties, intellectuals, civic societies, trade unions,
youth associations, artists and military personnel, etc to
identify issues and come up with solutions regarding socio-
economic and political improvements. Discussions were also
held with domestic and foreign companies to identify and
improve the economic bottlenecks and create job
opportunities for youths around the country.

13

Peaceful coexistence

Peace and stability was taken as fundamental to Ethiopia’s
bright future and development. Accordingly, the new PM was
focusing on peaceful coexistence among ethnic groups,
religious elements, and sects as well as economic and political
interests. As a result, the new PM introduced the
philosophical thought of what is called “Medemer”(synergy)
and addressing the nation widely to ensure peace and stability
throughout the country. The PM emphasized that “Medemer”
is fundamental for the socio-economic development endeavor
of the country.

Sources: EBC news, 2019
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Table 2: Checklist indicating the frames of political reform news

R.No

Frame type

Description

Political reform frame

The news or article deals with, among others, are political
related reforms such as change of ideology, the
Revolutionary Democracy into the more inclusive, liberal
and participatory, the “Medemer” (Synergy) Philosophy as
well as the release of political prisoners and calling the
exiled political parties to return home and participate in
politics of Ethiopia through peaceful means; and seizing
political power via the barrel of gun powder is
unconstitutional. Political parties that were labeled as
“terrorists” and banned to participate in the political affairs
of the country were removed from the red list, welcomed
back home with respect, and received warmly by
government delegations. It also includes building a
democracy; ensuring justice, maintaining law and order,
equality of citizens in political participation and creating job
opportunities. Hearing the voice of the public at the grass-
root level and ensuring the right to life, freedom of
expression, and critics of the government, etc. The policy
reform was one of the fundamental issues given due
emphasis in the reform period. In this context, the
government under the new Prime Minister's leadership
liberalized the economy. The key economic sectors such as
telecommunications, energy, air, and sea transport were
open for both domestic and foreign investors.

Institutional reform frame

The news or article entertains the institutional reform such
as structures made on democratic institutions, security forces
(Federal Police and the Ethiopian National Defense Forces),
the National Electoral Board of Ethiopia, Office of the
Ombudsman, etc. The news or the article deals the
government's concerns of restructuring the state institutions
(Federal organizations) and new organizations such as the
Ministry of Peace emerged. Some were merged such as the
Ministry of Construction with the Ministry of Urban
Development and Housing, which is currently named as
Ministry of Urban Development and Construction. These
and other institutional reforms were made to improve public
service delivery and sustain the political reform of the
country, Ethiopia.

Peace frame

The news or article raises the peace deals conducted
between (among) governmental bodies and opposition
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parties, dissidents, normalizing bilateral relations with
neighboring Eritrea. The news or the article mentions that
peaceful negotiations between the government, which runs
the state machinery and contending political parties and
armed resistance residing in the country and overseas
countries. The spectacular actor in this frame cited is the role
played by the new PM. The new PM is the main advocator
and preacher of peace via the “Medemer” Philosophy in
Ethiopia, and in resolving disputes between Ethiopia and
Eritrea after 20 years. Settling conflict between the two
sisterly countries has thus brought significant change in the
political scene of the Horn of Africa. The new PM efforts to
halt the political crisis in South Sudan, between President
Salva Kiir and the rebel leader Rieck Machar, and federate
Punt Land with Somalia are a few to mention.

Conflict frame

The news or article reflects economic and social conflicts
between or among parties, individuals, and groups. There
was an ideological conflict between the new leadership of
Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed (Ph.D.) the “Medemer”
Philosophy versus Revolutionary Democracy mainly on
“political ideas, policy issues, ideological issues, and values”
substantively. The news or article states border conflicts
happened between between Gujji Oromo and Gedio, and
personal attacks in a non- substantive way. Researches show
that conflict news could depend on the *“journalistic
intervention in the frame building process.” Meaning
journalists could report political news in their styles to make
it much more provocative for public attention or not.

Economic-cooperation
frame

The news or article deals with bilateral or multilateral
economic cooperation with countries and organizations. The
news or article contains economic cooperation made
between Ethiopia and neighboring countries such as
Djibouti, Eritrea, Kenya, South Sudan, and Sudan. It also
stated the economic cooperation agreement made with
Middle East Countries, the European Union as well as China
and Japan. The news or the article even goes to the extent of
describing the mutual benefits of the economic cooperation
agreement signed.

Development frame

The news or article raises the issue of economic wellbeing
and quality of life of individuals, communities, and nations
as well as the construction and access of social
infrastructures schools, health centers, roads, factories,
access to electricity, water supplies, job creation, and so on.
The news or the article also raises prosperity as the ultimate
destiny in the new leadership during the reform period.
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Attribution of
responsibility frame

The news or article suggests solutions that should be taken at
the government levels, groups, individuals, or organizations
take to alleviate problems related to peace and stability at the
community, regional, and national levels. Some news or
articles blame that the loose collective attribution and
responsibilities taken by governmental bodies, contending
political parties, religious leaders and institutions,
community leaders, Abba Gedas (leaders of the traditional
system of governance in the Oromo People), communities,
and even families were the causes for eroding the common
cultural and social values that bind us together for centuries.
Ignoring social and cultural values as the news or articles
describe leads to displacement and loss of life; damage of
properties; and abusing societal coexistence. Even the news
or article mentions that security forces' responsibility and
efforts exerted to secure the public and properties from riots
and violence occurred in the country at different times.

Political, Attribution of
responsibility and peace
frames

The news or the article describes the political problems,
attributions made at the governmental and societal levels,
and responsibilities taken as well as peace-related issues.
The political reform brought several consequences (such as
displacement, loss of life, and damage of properties) in
many parts of country. The same news or article states that
this happened since governmental bodies at all levels did not
enforce law and order proactively. The communities, elders,
religious leaders and institutions, Abba Gedas, opposition
parties, etc. did not play their active role in prohibiting the
the public especially the youngsters from involving in riots
and violence. The same news or article also describes that
peaceful coexistence is the value that holds the country for
several centuries. Thus, negotiations between the
government and other parties should be done to resolve their
differences in round table conferences. The three frames-
political, attribution of responsibility and peace- are covered
in some news or artciles.

Development, peace and
attribution of
responsibility frames

The news or the article entertains development, peace, and
responsibilities taken either individuals, groups, or/ and
organizations. Some article  describes accelerating
development is the only means to combat poverty and
improve the livelihood of citizens. The same news states that
development cannot be realized or sustained without
ensuring peace and stability in the country. The news or the
articles thus suggest the attributions that should be made by
the governmental bodies and the public at large to sustain
development and peace. The three frames- development,
peace, and attribution of responsibility- appear in one news
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report.

10

Ethnic conflict and
attribution of
responsibility frames

The news or article elaborates on the ethnic conflict
between/ among ethnic groups after the commencement of
the reform and its consequences as well as responsibilities
and accountabilities taken at governmental bodies and
societies. Ethnic conflict that happened in West Gujji Zone
between Gujji Oromo and in Metekel between Gumuz and
Ambhara could be taken as a typical example. Whatever it is
some article describes the ethnic conflict and collective
attributions that should be made and responsibilities taken at
government levels. The two frames- ethnic conflict and
attribution of responsibility appeared in one news or article
covered by ETV.

11

Other frames

If the news or the article does not contain one or more
above-stated frames, it is labeled as” other frame.”

Source: Adapted from Framing European Politics: A Content Analysis of Press and Television

News, 2000
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3.5. In-depth Interviews

In-depth interviewing is a qualitative research technique that involves detailed individual
interviews with a small number of respondents to explore their perspectives on a particular idea,
program, or situation. It is crucial to have detailed insights on individual thoughts and behaviors
towards some specific issues. Interviews are often used to provide context to other data (such as
outcome data), offering a more complete picture of what happened in the program and why
(Boyce and Neale, 2006).

The interview questions were designed by taking into account the specific objectives and basic
research questions that this study attempted to answer. Accordingly, the questions were: What
types of news are on the air in ETV? Which types of news are dominant (Economic, political,
social, sport, and other entertainment news)? What about the political news? Are they dominant
or less common? What political news are made/produced? Can you tell me their features? Can
you tell me the gist of their topics? Do you think that the principles of Ethical Journalism are
observed? In terms of fairness, objectivity, reliability, balanced, and responsibility? What is your
understanding of the political news in ETV in general? How does the media cover the political
news in the current reforms? Do you think your political news reports influenced the target
audience? (Background related questions). What were the most common themes in your political
news in the current reform? (Theme related question). What/ who were the main sources of the
political news regarding the current reform? How do you construct your political news on the

current political reforms? and Why? (Frame related question).

The interviews were conducted on seven selected editors and program producers (reporters) to
come up with detailed information regarding political news framing in ETV. Those editors and
reporters were elected based on their managerial position and professional duties among ETV
current affairs news desk (Appendix-4). The selected key informants were actively involved in
the political news productions and reporting during the refom period. Having interviewed them,
the responses were transcribed and grouped into main themes. The findings of the in-depth
interviews were thus presented where they were appropriate in an integrated manner to
consolidate the quantitative findings either in the form of “direct quotations or using qualifiers
such as most, significant, a few, key informants (editors and reporters), stated, argued for or

against, reacted, and so on.
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3.6. Data Analysis Procedure

The quantitative data was organized, summarized and coded using Statistical Package for Social
Sciences (SPSS- version 20). The quantitative data were analyzed using descriptive statistics in
the form of frequency tables. The study applied textual analysis and in-depth interviews of key
informants (for qualitative content analysis) to support the quantitative findings of the content
analysis.

The data analysis process began by providing the findings of the quantitative content analysis
followed by the extracts of the political reform news(translated to English) and in-depth
interviews of key informants. Therefore, the analysis of the data was based on statistical
evidence, the excerpts of the political reform news and in-depth interviews of key informants.
The themes and frames of the political reform news were constructed inductively from the
political reform news articles, and discussed properly in separate sections. An attempt was made
to avoid scattered findings and create rational associations while presenting the findings of the

current political reform news under the newly elected PM of Ethiopia, Dr. Abiy Ahmed.
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CHAPTER FOUR

PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS OF DATA

This chapter presents and analyses data from political news broadcasted via Ethiopian
television(ETV) during the reform period following the new Prime Minster Dr. Abiy Ahmed
came to political power in Ethiopia. The main purpose of the research was to analyze the
political news frames on the current political reforms as presented in the ETV and come up with
constructive recommendations. A total of 75 articles which covered one year (02 March 2018 up
to 02 March 2019) by ETV was selected. Quantitative and Qualitative methods of content
analysis were employed to achieve the purpose and explain the ETV characteristic coverage of

political news.

4.1. Major themes of the political news

The selected political newss aired via ETV (02 March 2018- 02 March 2019)after the new Prime
Minister Dr. Abiy Ahmed came to power had seven thematic areas: political reform, peace and
stability, the PM discussions with public in different parts of the country, institutional reform,
bilateral relations, conflict and laws™ amendment(Table 3).

Table 3: Themes in political reform news in ETV

Theme Frequency Percent
Political reform 20 26.7
Peace and stability 19 25.3
PM discussions with public 11 14.7
Institutional reform 6 8.0
Bilateral relation 5 6.7
Conflict 5 6.7
Laws™ amendment 2 2.7
Other 7 9.3
Total 75 100

Source: Researcher’s computation, 2019
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4.1.1. Political reform news

Among 75 news, it was found that ETV employed 20(26.7%) had on political reform-related
theme. This was relatively larger than other news themes showing ETV gave due emphasis on
political reform-related themes in its news coverage during the reform period under the new
Prime Minister, Dr. Abiy Ahmed. All the seven key informants stated that the political reform
theme was on the ruling party and the government’'s agenda was the dominant in ETV news. One
key informant strengthened this idea that even the “other social and economic news were
covered when the editorial believes that they have political values.” According to the key
informants, the political reform news favored the political agenda and policy designed, and
disregarded the opinions of opposition parties and the public. Ethiopian journalists, mainly
sponsored by the government, were directed by the requirements and interests of successive
governments and imposed their ideologies on them (Asehanfi, 2012). Hence, the political reform
news as they were undoubtedly supporting the ruling party, the ethical principles of journalism
such as fairness, objectivity, reliability, balance, and responsibility were violated as five(71%) of

the key informants argued.

Among the political reform news covered was the negotiation undertook among the contending
political parties to create a conducive environment for strengthening the multi-party system. The
contending political parties were negotiating through the Inter-Party Council to ensure fair
participation of all political parties in the political affairs of the country. The negotiation excerpt
is indicated as follows:

GILY PN TCALF P7Ah N-Tm? N“INT PIc- I°hC 1 177449
TP TW% APdA: N2PVP PCAPA: Noo3PAPNI° AC GTTw-:: I°29° A9
TC2FE 98- 9°AC T 1-R-EAm- N.3PVPNI° PId- I°HAC bt U-N-9°29°
PN TCLE2TF PPN QAaolfr TCL2T7 P05 P70 £CeC
HAI8NLE ARCIA: WA hood- NG NVt P7LT7F P70 TCL2T YANTw-7
APCND- NoLL-LC heo-H5E hhk N77PPC @L Ne- 71-PA::”

The quotation demonstrates that “political parties [contending parties including Ethiopian
People’s Revolutionary Democratic Front] have been working and continue working together, by
forming a joint council [Inter-Party Council], to solve their problems and facilitate their political

works. Although the parties were organized to work through the joint council, the joint council
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was not inclusive and participatory as the result of which negotiations were done for more than a
year. The political parties, which brought their ideas, set up a negotiating committee to work

with.”

The news focused on political reform conducted under the leadership of the new Prime Minister
Dr. Abiy Ahmed seems to have created a conducive environment to hear and accommodate the
voices of opposition political parties through the established joint council. However, the news
mentioned the complaint of the political parties that the joint council was not inclusive, for which
a negotiating committee under the joint council was established for a fair participatory approach
and democratic negotiations ahead mainly to widen the political space for the multi-party system
in the country, Ethiopia. The news blamed the joint council did not function properly before the
reform period. Perhaps, the news indicating, even though there were contending political parties
during the EPRDF led government for a couple of decades, the established joint council was not
working for the interests of all parties on an equal basis. Rather, the news intention indicated that

the joint council inclined to ensure the political interests of EPRDF- the then ruling party.

ETV covered that political crisis happened in different parts of the country caused a wide range
of repercussions. The news stated that unconscious political thoughts and narrations provoked
riots across the country which led to the death of people; damage and burning of properties,
infringe the businesses of the public at large through blocking of roads, and people were
displaced from their residential areas. The news reasoned out this was partly the failure of the
government in enforcing law and order. The following political news theme confirms the above-

stated facts:

NAAPES MAPR ILCT NMALE AWIN2TF N7 U-hFTF I°hie7 aC PU -
PO Vel AA%A: ooN ST APTAPA: VIZAPT €N @CowPA: o037L7T
01£.227 AHVHw® PAPTF A3P0P0O A71A: BT Nhoodd L Tw- -
AT DCoPA: GUF AN €0 M- LY P7LPms B7TF Nhovd1- hssi7
NI 704, 5PA NAPTAT 1GCIPA: MHNCI° hPCN IH @50 OTFTF 10178 Pri-
Novovld5 (1Al GLEPT Novr8l PPLONETM ACI°ELT PU7 PANE T3
PoLE A P eAPA:

The quotation entails that the false political narration and discourse orchestrated triggered riots

leading to the loss of precious human lives in various parts of Ethiopia at different times.
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Vehicles were set on fire; buildings were destroyed in massive; citizens' homes and properties
accumulated for years were destroyed. As a result, thousands of citizens were displaced from
their residential areas and exposed to sufferings. Especially, in recent times, the actions of

youths, who have been emotionally driven and misrepresented, have challenged the rule of law.

The news described the political reform brought the political crisis. It blamed that the false
narrations and discourses orchestrated became the main factors for the political crisis and
violation of the rule of law. However, the news did not answer the question who specifically
ignited and provoked the casualties and why? i.e. the news did not refer to specific bodies that
became a challenge for ensuring peace and stability in the country. Further, the news generally
inclined to blame that the youths were accountable for the violation of law and order. This
seemed to be quite wrong since the news did not specify which youths were involved in the
violence. The journalist(s) who produced this news could be influenced by directly or indirectly
controlled the media and the power of organizational routines as was confirmed by Shoemaker
and Reese (1996). The researchers also suggested that external factors partly affect journalistic

autonomy and journalists’ interpretations.

ETV broadcasted that the change of ideology that Ethiopia adhered for the last 27 years,
Revolutionary Democracy, into the new form of political thought what is called Medemer
(synergy) after Prime Minister, Dr. Abiy Ahmed, assumed political power. Accordingly, ETV
reported the essence of the Medemer political thoughts by directly quoting the Prime Minister's

speech as follows:

“gORaOR; AT ALNTIP AT INI°F PIPSLNT 00 rw-:: IPIIC VI PATP)
HBENI" N79ND- Z70-Y0  LCEICA:: UA I N7001P @I NP hemT
DNT A28 1IC CIENA: A9°AN T ANNF  A20AhT:: AZFTFm- 1907
AP80TF BLAIN:: (ovdd: Ts 22 CI507 A" A0l BEICA ¢ AZRT
BFENT UNI° APy PI AT Poodln 13 NoofH CTn:: ovgndii PAW-I° ::
UA I A28 PPL7CA 77 B5CA: AT IC NootO0C A4S Noo1. 271 v-A 1,
PoINPOM: FATEFF37 7979907 A2TFIN3:: QLY N2F NoofQ0C AT ND-L-L(C 1
PAaowlAf VAD-T Noomld oo 2d-1 ANTFwm-::"

The above quotation states that “Medemer " is the lens through which we see the world and

ourselves. It begins with the idea that nothing is full. There is always something missing in one's

37|Page



personal or social life. Take, for example, the family. They want their children to get an
education. When they graduate, they get a good job, and then they form a family and have
children. All try to have the opposite gender and so on. It has no end. There is always something
missing. By cooperating with others, we can meet our ever-changing needs. Therefore, people

need to work together and maintain a competitive environment.

The above excerpt and the whole body news was dedicated to new political
thought, “Medemer, ” was the only way out for the current political crisis. The news described
that any person has an endless interest that could be fulfilled by cooperating with others in the
current dynamic and competitive environment. The news showed that it is possible to add values
and satisfy the endless needs and interests of individuals and groups through “Medemer” where
the whole is greater than the sums of the distinct entities. The news, however, failed to justify
how the “Medemer ” political thought could be realized in the current political atmosphere of
Ethiopia. It seemed to ignore fundamentally the ethnic-based federalism political landscape
exercised for more than two decades and a half where one ethnic group rapaciously attempted to
dominate politically, economically, and socially. Callaghan et al (2001) confirmed that reporters
as human beings could be influenced by their personal values and ideological point of views. A
few key informants explicitly described that the principle of “Medemer” was one of the main
themes in the political reform news is about prosperity is the solution to all problems, and Dr.
Abiy is the main actor of the political reform news. Hence, ETV journalists could be influenced
and affected by the political reform geared by the government.

It was a surprise that ETV announced the green light that there would be a change of ideology
from Revolutionary Democracy to the new form of indigenous political thought, “Medemer” at
the 11™ EPRDF Congress held at Hawassa from 3 — 5 October 2018. ETV news report showed
that:

“PhUA”T NPaoF0C P/ ANE AVool: NT115w- LCESP 705 “INPAL 18L7-7
P10 377 h1ct: PI°ThTAD- COP1 3N9° Mool GANES Nao P 715 A
LLCELT NCCE, @NT A Poodt§ A5 Poo@n’? oofld h78795¢ 1M TAOPA::
AMVI°  PLCELET  TD49° “INVFIAA 4287970 N704hD- LT 1R
ANT°I° 11 ToRLN-39° METOPA::”
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The above statement indicates that at EPRDF Chairman, Dr. Abiy Ahmed, at the closing

remarks of the 11th Organizational Congress, said that the country's ideology will be
transformed into the “Medemer “[synergy] philosophy and partner organizations [Harari, Somali,
Afar, Gambella and Benishangul] will have equal rights to participate and decide as Major
EPRDF founding organizations. He said an agreement was reached, through the deliberation

undertook at the Congress, to amend the organization's program accordingly.

The news marked a change of ideology from Revolutionary Democracy to the new form of
political thought, “Medemer, ” was real. The news underscored that political reform would be
working to ensure fair political representation of all nations, nationalities, and people at the
central level, and the dominance of the Major EPRDF founding organizations would be
dissolved for once and more. The news highlighted ensuring partner organizations[Harari,
Somali, Afar, Gambella, and Benishangul] to have fair representation and political participation
in any political decisions at the federal level would lead to the amendment of EPRDF’s
programs. However, the news assured that it supported the “Medemer ” philosophy and criticised
Revolutionary Democracy that EPRDF adhered to for the last 27 years, this view was indeed
supported by the key infomants as well. The news stated tha the new leadership, under Dr. Abiy
Ahmed, was committed to reforming the EPRDF political ideology into “Medemer ” as the news
indicated above.

To sum up, the political reform news was given more emphasis on the political reform news
mainly the change of ideology and government policies, and the release of political prisoners.
ETV focused that “Medemer” philosophy, which replaced Revolutionary Democracy that
EPRDF adhered to for the last 27, was the solution to the current political crisis in most political
reform news. However, the political reform news lacked fairness, objectivity, reliability, and
balance as five (71%) of the seven key informants stated. In the reform period, ETV political
news gave due attention to the new Prime Minister Dr. Abiy Ahmed, as the main actor of the

current political reform.
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4.1.2. Peace and stability news

The news reported with peace and stability thematic issues was about 19(25.3%). Since the
political reform brought a wide range of repercussions to innocent citizens including the loss of
lives and their properties, ETV perhaps emphasized peace and stability news. Six (85%) key
informants supported that peace and stability, and the rule of law related news was given large
coverage during the reform period. They added that ensuring peace and stability, laws and order
covered by ETV significantly witnessed violations of laws in some parts of the country since
2018.

Most peace and political stability news thematized that peace and stability is fundamental to
ensure the co-existence of nations, nationalities, and peoples, and religions. They also
underscored that peace and stability was not a sufficient condition but necessary. If peace and
stability was not guaranteed, economic development and improvement of the livelihoods of
citizens could not be realized, and the vision to achieve the status of the lower-middle-income
country by 2025 could not be met, the news confirmed. The news added that if the rule of law
was not enforced, investments would be halted and companies would suspend their works,
hence, the unemployment rate would rise which in turn has a far-reaching consequence on the
overall economic development of the country. Even though the news shared the idea that
ensuring peace and stability via enforcement of the county's laws, the news seemed to be
shallow, not very well investigated and comprehensive enough to provide sufficient information
to the target audience who/which body should do what? Most news, for instance, narrated the
peace and stability via interviewing a few people or politicians living in Addis Ababa, who were
not well aware of the reality on the ground and did not incorporate the voices of people, or
communities affected. Hence, peace and stability news lacked objectivity, reliability, and
balance. What made worse was that most news did not focus the roles played by the government
in ensuring peace and stability in the country proactively. Meaning, most ETV news did not hold
the government is accountable to the violation of rule of laws as lyengar (1987) said a poor
woman deepened on welfare held responsible for her fate, rather than government failure or its
system. This was presumably right that most key infomants agreed news in the reform period

lacked credibility and could not influence the target audience.

The peace and stability news was composed of the peace with neighboring Eritrea after 20 years

stalemate and several domestic issues since Prime Minister Dr. Abiy Ahmed assumed political
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power in the country. ETV reported that at the inaugural ceremony made at the House of Peoples
Representatives on 2 April 2018, Dr. Abiy Ahmed called the Eritrean government to restore
peace and stability and restart diplomatic relations between the two sisterly countries. The

Premier's inauguration speech excerpt is indicated as follows:

NWCTe 31T I N1 N9 PHPD-  hNoo 2001 43400+ hA
AHAIND: AIZLNPI° PONNT 33 50457 A20T03:: APPI° AF ALFF 1LI°
PAANG. PUNE UIdT VHAT FI4- PPI° AN ARIPI T3 Nm-LeT Nov§ -
PN3F UDEr: AI00Nh:  FPhiid o039 Aood)e  A#9° A28008 T
ATRCINTD:

The above quotation states that Dr. Abiy" Ahmed’s government sincerely wanted to resolve the
years-long conflict with the Eritrean government and do his part to end it. He expressed that the
Ethiopian government’s readiness to resolve the differences through dialogue for the mutual
benefit of the peoples of the two countries interrelated through the blood. He called the Eritrean

government to take on a similar stance.

ETV reported that a few among other were the arrival of Eritrean delegation led by Eritrean
Foreign Minister Osman Saleh on 18 June 2018, and Dr. Abi Ahmed's visit to Eritrea on 8 July
2018. President Isaias Afeworki's visit to Ethiopia in mid-July 2018 and the subsequent peace
agreements signed between the two countries, and the restoration of the formal diplomatic

relations as well.

The news coverage of ETV related to the peace deal with Eritrea focused on restoring diplomatic
and public-to-public relations between the two sisterly countries in one hand and resolve the
border conflicts sustainably on the other hand. The news appreciated the commitment of Dr.
Abiy Ahmed’s leadership that the restoration of peace between the two countries would
dramatically improve the socio-economic benefits of people residing along Ethio- Eritrea border
and peace and stability in the Horn of Africa. The approach and commitment of the new Prime
Minister to resolve the border conflict with Eritrea was a surprise to the world as opposed to the
predecessor Prime Minister, Hailemariam Dessalegn, who blamed Eritrea’s support of the then

anti government protest in the country(Sadat, 2019).
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Most news described that the peace agreement with Eritrea would enable Ethiopia to access the
Ports of Asab and Massawa as an alternative sea outlet for export and import of goods and
services. The news showed that Ethiopia is one of the landlocked African countries, which
mostly relied on the Port of Djibouti for import and export purposes since the outbreak of the
Ethio-Eritrea border conflict in 1998. The news emphasized that the peace deal had a paramount
significance in promoting socio-economic benefits and resolving the political tensions between

the two countries.

ETV also reported domestic peace and stability news during the reform period. ETV reported,
for instance, the remarks of the new Premier at the House of Peoples™ Representatives, at the
inaugural ceremony, ensuring peace and stability in the country was one of the core issues given
priorities. Accordingly, ETV reported the Prime Minister's speech on peace and stability

thematic issues as:

hAPES PICTFD PAT PUANTFE oolPS3 4771037 PUNI° €979 P79077M07
UAF?9° Po00195 GI°he-NCP NCGT Poo7304t7 1T AMTHLT A3PTAN::
LIheN. 0771 703707 PRIF? Y00 01977 PooT00 ool 700 AT
LI°HENF AL7T AN79IP APNPOGT hoo3 70T ool R I4 51 25 PR 0411 @-3>
TIGN ACTAI®:  Noolfr9° o301 PIL7T 01799 A2 P0P0, A25LN1FIA NF5T
LOCA:: MPAC 0207 PUT7 PAVCITI® A28L97TF o9N5F NooP 7 FLi
29€LT7 Thdd P70 756 aolPr39° A1 PA::”

The quotation reads that recognizing Ethiopia belongs to all citizens; the premier leadership
would continue to intensify the struggle to build a participatory democracy. It continues
reporting building democracy must go line with the right of citizens for freedom of expression.
Democracy cannot develop without the peaceful movement of citizens, and the support and
patience of the government. Therefore, the premier said that his government would work hard to
ensure that the peaceful movement of citizens is not disrupted. Ensuring the rule of law and

combating corruption are reported as fundamental issues during his tenure.

Most domestic peace and stability news ETV covered were mainly on ensuring the peaceful and
harmonious co-existence of nations, nationalities and people and religions. The news emphasized
that strengthening internal peace and stability is the core of Ethiopia’s future prosperity and
building the solid-state of Ethiopia in the Horn of Africa. The news highlighted ensuring internal
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peace and stability would enable Ethiopia to overcome external challenges and threats. In this
regard, the news seemed to have considered that the politically volatile region, Horn of Africa,
and the current geopolitical issues of Ethiopia. The news might have further considered that
efforts of Ethiopia to utilize its water resources-Blue Nile- to its promising future brought Egypt-
the traditional belligerent- into political conflict scene, and other Arabian countries to influence
and subvert Ethiopia in favor of the Egyptians subtle interests. Significant news reports via ETV
confirmed that building democracy and respecting citizens™ human and democratic rights would
also play a dispensable role in promoting internal peace and stability, unity of nations,
nationalities and peoples, minimize the potential inter-ethnic and religious conflicts, and pave

the way for combating poverty and protecting the sovereign power of the country.

One of the dominant issues reported was the call and the subsequent entrance of armed
organizations into the country for the peaceful political competition via democratic elections.
Such organizations include Oromo Liberation Front(OLF), Patriotic Ginbot 7 Movement for
Unity and Democracy, Ogaden National Liberation Front, and Tigray People's Democratic
Movement (TPDM), were a few among others. ETV reported the return of exiled political parties
to Ethiopia from neighboring countries, mainly Eritrea. One news reporting the peace agreement

signed between the Ethiopian government and OLF read as:

New-& hA PoLovd-@- /477 h1- TP 170 @L 177 17D Noo 707 P70 TFAD-7
NIt WA APES 03901 I NhNovd 27 14.4-C790: MHVI° 477 ACHhS
oo i AChYL PEPD-3 PT PP 7TA N77F9° NVIEA NML4MLD- TPARI® h 977
T I3 (NN79P 70378 AaotmA INI°I°r1 Ae LLCAA:"

The quotation describes that the OLF, led by Dawud Ibsa, signed an agreement with the
Ethiopian government in [Eritrea] Asmara, which marked a shift from armed to peaceful
struggle. As a result, the OLF agreed to cease its armed struggle operated for many years and

continue the struggle peacefully.

The above news excerpt showed that peaceful struggle was the preferred means to assume
political power in Ethiopia. The news described that OLF agreed with the Ethiopian government
to give up armed struggle in favor of a peaceful struggle to demand and satisfy its political
interests in the years to come. The news indicated that peaceful struggle is fundamental and a
means of widening the political landscape in the country, i.e there is a room for a peaceful
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dialogue and resolve differences democratically, and snatching political power by the power of
guns should be suspended hereafter. Another ETV report stated that Addis Ababa City Deputy
Mayor called for:

ChAPES 3TN 7N I°V557 NINGA PTAPCP ALIVCHPA AN9° PAT@-?
ATPELCD O} OICT°FFF DL UI-T7? AN APLLT v ChT PASA Al
o9 1PLS @A ANAE N80T AP, TPA:: PhI7 Aaod(PTF3 A28 7735w
PZNHA TCHA NP3t @FA@- A287LPAN 700 A9°r1 hnF::”

The Excerpt shows that the Ethiopian government is receiving Ethiopian brothers with different
political point of views or ideologies aimed at expanding the political space in our country. The
Addis Ababa residents and youths welcomed them. In the same fashion, the Deputy Mayor was

confident that they would welcome the OLF leadership.

The above excerpt demonstrated that peaceful welcoming of the OLF leaders is fundamental to
widen the political space regardless of the political ideology they adhere. The news indicated the
fear of the mayor that, if the OLF leaders were not welcomed peacefully, the peace and stability
of the capital, Addis Ababa, would be jeopardized. The news seemed to consider that peace and

stability is fundamental to this country including Addis Ababa.

Generally, ETV peace and stability news mainly showed that ensuring internal peace and
stability through enforcing rule of law had a paramount significance for the socio-economic
development endeavor of the country and contributing to overcome external challenges and
threats of forces. Besides, ensuring peace and stability within the country and a peace deal with
Eritrea would bring socio-economic and political benefits not only to Ethiopia but also to the

Horn of Africa, and the entire continent of Africa.

4.1.3. Prime Minister's discussions with the public

The Prime Minister discussed with the public by traveling into different parts of the country soon
after he came to power. Among 75 news, ETV covered 11 (14.7%) of news on the Prime
Minister’s discussions. The thematic categories were mainly economic, political, peace and
stability, and social aspects. There seemed that ETV as the state-owned and supporter of
government agendas, the new Prime Minister's discussions with the public was one of its focus

on news coverage. Most key informants) assured that the new PM discussions with the public
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were prioritized and decided by the editorial so that crew set up for this purpose, and EBC
branches in regional capitals were made standby to work on live transmissions and news reports
from the head office, Addis Ababa, in a coordinated way. Therefore, the PM discussions with the
public were covered successfully as were confirmed by the key informants. ETV reported that
the Prime Minister’s discussion in Mekele city with public representatives. The news
incorporated issues, such as peace deal with Eritrea, economic cooperation with regions, job
opportunities, infrastructure development, political conspiracy and hate raid waged by media
especially social media, and creating a conducive environment for investment. The report quoted

the Prime Minister's address as:

CANAI®SS FPACNTS ULTISFT ... Navlaolf U P (11746 HAA -
1948 Paodm- PEC VHNT PAAIT AT PETU @8E AFr vn9° 02T hdt
PPID-S Prrt oonld heP ov75 jw-:: 1748 9°7°7% 1 29Md- NA1TPES 73]
NCTY AT AArl oo Pt Phd.0- ... E95FF PLET S1: MUITF AT A4S
LI°He-N, A2{ao0q) P PLAPR P7A1Lh UenF vime €29 £71707 £7N14h
NG 7 ... P76 VI UN9° VIS PILDL b 72T ANLNTG
NLTm1 N7 hé I 2707 han-T PATPES VT IC 59°000.°P NCHT
No7307 ALTF aoNPT AT Noonmd 7TAT Pavdm A28 NhTPELPr: 5097
ANCNE-MC 6515 Amri? Noo- £5L ya-::"

The idea of the quotation clearly states that Islam and Christianity first entered into Tigray.
Tigray is the birthplace of Adwa Victory, where the pride of all black people and all human
beings struggling for equality and justice. Tigray is the birthplace of heroes who sacrificed their
lives for the cause of Ethiopia and justice and equality. It is a political birthplace where the
various political forces that fought for change and democracy in Ethiopia had the support of the
people. The people of Tigray always sacrificed their children to build a democratic system with
other Ethiopians, even in the worst of times, when they were abused and trampled on by the

oppressive rulers.

The news excerpt and the whole content of the news focused on the new PM's praise of Tigray
Regional State as the first center of Islam and Christianity in Ethiopia, the birthplace of Adwa
Victory as well as the people were committed to building democracy and ensuring human and

democratic rights by toppling the Degue Regime through “blood and iron”, were a few among
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others. The news covered that the people of Tigray were commited to sustaining the united
Ethiopia, as their prodessors and combatans vowed including the late former Prime Minister,
Meles Zenawi. The news incorporated the socio-economic and political related questions raised
druing the discussions and the peace deal with Eritrea. However, most news covering the PM's
golden words and the participants supporting the thematic issues of the PM. The news did not
include the issues opposing the reform undergoing. This was confirmed by the key informants
which described state owned media mainly propagating the interest of the government agendas
and giving little rooms on the interests and demands of the public. Griffin (2012) supported this
fact that with this golden statement “mass media maintain the dominance of those already in

positions of power.”

ETV covered the Prime Minister discussions in Gondar and Bahir Dar cities. The news had
almost similar thematic issues with the public discussion held in Mekele. The news focused on
peaceful and harmonious coexistence among various ethnic groups; the political participation of
the public; struggling for ensuring justice (the rule of law); the demand for overall change of the
Region, and development(such as electric power, road, and building of schools, health centers,
etc.); and the deaths and displacement of people in different parts of the country (peace and

stability issues).

ETV also reported the Prime Minister’s discussions with the public at Bale Robe town in Oromia
Regional State. The news indicated that the Premier’s discussion with the public mainly on the
natural gift of the Zone for economic development and the utilization of the Geda System for

ensuring the unity of Ethiopia. The news expert reads as:

“CAn, H?S A10@- PIAPR PCOTS PECHI YNPT QAT NootFs PAMN.M@-F
PELow AT AIRTLLooNNTI".. A1NLS  Noofid1  P1ONT UL NT@A5S
NZIN1ANG 7oL0L4 LIM5A ...:0 £28 NCFT AT PATPEST ALl N7IMmshc
TEI° V8 A25MNI° TE APCNPA:: NN Id- AT7S MNP PUNI° HhA
VAL i aolP 39" TAOPA::"

The above news excerpt states that Bale Zone and its environs are rich in various heritages and
tourism resources. It goes on reading the Prime Minister added that working together is
mandatory to pass on a better country to the generation to come. The news cited the Prime

Minister’s call for the public the values of the Geda System to be used to strengthen Ethiopian
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unity, particularly, cooperative development and benefit is the responsibility of all parties. One
does not come across in most of the political refrom news incorporating issues and opinions
opposing the government agenda as one key informant called it “safe journalism is a dominant
character” witnessing a designed strategy to escape from the responsibility and accountability of

what ethical journalism inquired of.

In sum, ETV news on the Prime Minister’s discussions with the public underlined socio-
economic improvement, ensuring peace and stability, building democracy, and combating
poverty to improve the livelihoods of the people. The news did not provide enough information

through supplementing the discussions with professionals and politicians.

4.1.4. Institutional reform news

Dr. Abiy Ahmed took institutional reform on the federal level since April 2018. ETV reported 6
(8%) news regarding institutional reform on government organizations. The news discussed
Ethiopia was highly criticized due to the weak democratic institutions and pro-government
judicial system and security forces (Information Network Security Agency, INSA) - serving the
will of the government. The news outlined that institutions were weak to effectively and
efficiently deliver service as well as strengthen democracy as per the expectation of citizens and
politicians. Among the institutional reforms, the one that ETV reported was the reform
undertaken at the National Electoral Board of Ethiopia. The news described that the reform was

done to make the Board independent and serve all parties fairly. The news report reads below as:

N2012 P79h4Lm- Y749 9°Cm 197 $1UPT 1977201 PA@- A250°% P7LE0TA
PebCI” N AShS@r A2R77F PN P 9°Cm CL hNImP:: h5450 @L VT
@NT Pl P70 UeATF 10767 NC6:Cao A2CTLN11I° 1IAZA:: BUF 770
N79CL7 PoLONTA 787 ao8ond? PING-1 POCS MM, HI°IVLL V790 Hhse
PA16chhe P7NH  TCE2TFI” N77070° Ne-m- Ve 4760 2285 Tar LLLIA
MNP "

The news report entails that National Electoral Board of Ethiopia is carrying out reforms to
ensure that the national election to be held in 2012 E.C [2019 G.C] is free, fair and credible. The
news states that the participation of new political forces, which entered into the country, would

be included in the reform. Preparations were underway to involve contending political parties to
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make the reform process a reality by citing the announcement made by the board chairperson,
Ambassador Samia Zekaria.

The news emphasized that the Board's commitment to undertake the reform for which the
contending political parties would be invited to participate. However, the news did not include

how and what aspects of the Board would be reformed. In another news, ETV reported that:

hAPES NP 7°Cm 0L (12012 P7LhY4Lm VP I°Coa P10 A250°7
MNECT Ahad ¢ 27070° N79.8L 70T - 7-FF A6 NovdhCs 7047 177040011
A8 1w (0297 W7 Nh T haod(CF IC 1870 @-8e71 I°Cam- 597 797
G1YPT Fh77s AP F ANS POLIVTD- (ChT 750F 2250 101A:"

This shows that National Electoral Board of Ethiopia was consulting with stakeholders to get
inputs on issues that need to be addressed to make the 2012 E.C [2019 G.C] national election
successful. Opposition political parties were included in the discussion. The Board noted that
there were a significant number of issues to be addressed to ensure that the election is fair, free

and credible.

The news raised that the reform would be focusing on structuring the Board to make the coming
national election fair, free, and credible. However, the politicians who participated in the
consultative meeting were not interviewed, hence, their voices were excluded which showed that
the news lacked credibility, balance, and reliability since the news violated the fundamental
principle of codes of ethics in journalism. According to the key informants, this seemed to be
quite acceptable and relevant.

Another institutional reform news ETV covered was the reform undertaken at National Defense
Force of Ethiopia: The news report is indicated as:

‘hAhe NP TFD.. . PUN29° N NLNNT  +Pos Pl N°7€L7 OCHhT
1M1 AChG@r 81502 hHLU &1 Pl ALLEET NChT “TiP2F il
PAMAGT aohh PHICE N7Mm- LK CAht4 Nootfr nd P51 1LCT A4
HELEET OCPA: PEETIHN A PPI°T ADNT (M7 HCH PoLMNP®- LN TFe-Pri-
AZCAMNP PT NTAZ avaosf2F Ah38a0d- POLENTA A€ THC7 1A
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The news demonstrates that the defense force of Ethiopia was carrying out various activities to
make sure there would be a fair representation of all nations and nationalities. The preceding
organizational structure had a wide range of bottlenecks. As the civil and the defense works were
not properly aligned, or coordinated, a new organizational structure based on profound
assessment was ratified. Furthermore, the news indicates that a system has been put in place to
ensure that the financial management system is guided by clear guidelines while maintaining the
confidentiality of the sector.

ETV further reported news on the Federal Police Commission and the Supreme Court reforms as
well. It reported that the two organizations undertook the reform to be able to go in line with the
reform that the country witnessed since the new Premier took office. The news related to showed
the new Premier attempted to improve the organizational performances to bring about the desired

results ahead of time mainly on development, democracy, and ensuring justice nationwide.

In sum, ETV news showed that the institutional reform conducted was to improve the
government’s service delivery, sustain economic development, and make them efficient enough
to go inline with the current socio-economic and political dynamics of the country. ETV news
underscored the government's effort and commitment to ensure rule of law to respect the human

and democratic rights of citizens.

4.1.5. Bilateral relations news

The new Prime Minister, Dr. Abiy Ahmed, paid visits to neighboring and other countries around
the world to consolidate bilateral relationship and economic cooperation with his country,
Ethiopia. Accordingly, ETV covered 5 (6.7%) news on bilateral relations and economic
cooperation themes. The news described Ethiopia is situated in the politically volatile region, the
Horn of Africa and Ethiopia is directly dependent on the Port of Djibouti for imports and
exports, that is why the new PM’s visit of Djibouti was given high concern. The news described
the PM’s visit of Djibouti was strengthening the bilateral and economic cooperation between the
two countries is the matter of Ethiopia’s economic survival, and could not be conditioned by any
means possible. This was confirmed by Worku and Ephrem (2020) which stated that the
“normalization of relations with Somalia and Djibouti are the unbelievable dramatic
achievements of the new PM.” The focus of the news in this regard was acceptable since

Ethiopia economic development survival must be protected and sustained through strengthening
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bilateral ties and economic cooperation. Thus, ETV reported that the Premier’s first official visit
to Djibouti reads as follows:

‘MmPNe TL507C Pl C ANe AV 1071, Poblandfm-? PmeR), U 5P
P~ 151 N4 APRLT 1D-:: MPNE 28510175 A1PECT EA PIs AT 4.7
AT NaotPr AT MGHE 53805 TE APl

The news stipulates that Prime Minister Dr. Abiy Ahmed made his first official visit to Djibouti.
The Prime Minister said that Ethiopia and Djibouti share a common destiny and called on work

together to strengthen economic cooperation.

The above news described that the economic interdependence between Ethiopia and Djibouti is
inevitable so that economic cooperation is necessary, which highlighted neither Ethiopia nor
Djibouti could survive independently- their destiny was intertwined together forever. By quoting

the address of the premier, the news continues stating that:

My 71051 PML?? PUNTPD 737071 @E L8N he 79087 A24A9N7%:
ANTOLeP TONC-TF32 AT VAP AICIFTFI3 POLOAET A%50 ALNT7 .94
aoiif BSCNGA::  EMALD T h1PELDC  NATEh  Ahso% 70 PLI”
1AL F Aolf? 04 ACA HhdTw-:: NFch? MUAT NI LCs w5871
P1a0s VHOT NNP3} I8 A4 2T 32 194 AP700% h275073...7

“We want to take our bilateral relations to new heights. We must jointly look for new
opportunities to grow our economic ties and strategic partnerships. Djiboutians and Ethiopians
have a great opportunity to be the leading economies in Africa. We are building our common

destiny together for we are people connected by history, culture, landscape, and friendship...”

As the excerpt above and the whole body of the news indicated, Ethiopia and Djibouti are
endowed with huge development potentials to be the leading economies in Africa. The potentials
would be supplemented by people of the two countries having similar culture, agro-climatic
zones, and fraternity, for common growth and development. This news asserted that the two
countries thereby inevitably create an economic partnership that takes them to the new heights of
development. The news underscored that the fate of Ethiopians economic development
interconneted with Djiboutians™ economic development. This is presumably true that news might

consider Ethiopia is a landlocked country, getting sea access via Djibouti. And also, the news
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considered Djibouti's economy is highly dependent on Ethiopia. Furthermore, ETV report
regarding the Prime Minister's flight to Eritrea deals with economic cooperation and utilization
of Eritrean ports. It reads as:

ImPAe  22i07C] LA ONL  NACTe  PANNT  PI°ZP  @LATF  TI51PA::
N7-M53T@I° A1PES NPCH PANNT PI°ZP MLATF aoM+9° P7LeNTFANT #o05
e aolfS} TARPA: ATPARS DLVE} Nh77e-Fv 1 Noom+d® 70071 PLoo
UTEFTF APTMTPE o TF@3 PINZT mPAE “22075 NPCN #5717 @NFI°
PhACES CANT PALCTEF I°0C LL7TMN MNPA:: PATPES EHLAA hoq-49°
NPCN NDENE A75F PLLIM- 79°777 ML HhIATA7 Aoomi- 17007 TFw-
#vG NG AIRTYLTT TLI4MvE hmdAe  “LinTs IC DL N5 i@ Pood-m-
P30T PAOND 187 TAZA::"

This shows that Prime Minister Dr. Abiy visited the ports of Assab and Massawa in Eritrea.
During his visit, the Premier said Ethiopia was in the right position to use the ports of Assab and
Massawa soon. The news states that preparations were underway to enable Ethiopia to use the

ports as an alternative. Ethiopian ships would sail into Eritrean in the coming days.

The news described that, following the restoration of the diplomatic relationship between
Ethiopia and Eritrea, the Prime Minister's visit of Eritrean ports glimpse that Ethiopia is
interested to look for an alternative sea outlet. The news assured that Ethiopia’s resort to the
ports of Assab and Massawa would have a better comparative advantage to northern Ethiopia,
than that of the Port of Djibouti. ETV covered the visits of the Premier into Sudan and Kenya
which were mainly on building regional economic integration and strengthening public-to-
public relations. The news demonstrated that Prime Minister’s visits of Saudi Arabia, the United
Arab Emirates, European countries, China and Japan were to strengthen economic cooperation
and diplomatic relations. ETV, for instance, report on the Prime Minister discussion in Abu

Dhabi, the capital of the United Arab Emirates, is indicated as:

MPVe 795075 NANS0, NNCA@ $EI Vet PLATm3 73711 LOAAT
NINGHE  NaoN29797 A, 2IN7Tom 317 ms: PULA AYTS 4LHI° AL .94
Nao(1l-1 ANI°I°r1 CCNAPA:: PATTT 48570 £.99 AAD- P 5E AN77 0"
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The report excerpt shows that during his stay in Abu Dhabi, the Prime Minister agreed to further
strengthen bilateral ties and work together on investment, health, energy development, and
tourism. Development finance was another purpose of the visit. Apart from bilateral ties and
economic cooperation, the news supplemented that the PM visit of Abu Dhabi was to look for

development finance from the United Arab Emirates.

To sum up, ETV news mainly stated that economic cooperation and bilateral ties with
neighboring countries and countries around the world is a matter of ensuring Ethiopia’s
economic survival and could not be conditioned by any means possible. The news focused that
Ethiopia is a poor landlocked country that requires sea outlets for imports and exports, and
external financial mobilization, aids, and loans from friendly countries around the world for its

economic development.

4.1.6. Conflict news

Some conflicts happened around the country even after the new Prime Minister Dr. Abiy Ahmed
was elected on 2 April 2018. ETV news reports show that the conflicts had mainly two facets.
The first one was the conflict that seemed to have had ethnic orientation. The other one was

border conflict within the country and with neighboring country, Sudan.

Accordingly, ETV covered 5(6.7%) news which had conflict theme, seemed to be small in
terms of coverage. This showed conflicts continued in the aftermath of the new Premier came to
power. According to Worku and Ephrem(2020), the political reforms in Ethiopia affected 2.2
million people, half of whom were displaced since January 2018. This is an indication that ETV
missed or ignored the conflict news coverage in the reform period. Perhaps, ETV, as a state
owned media, did not commercialize the conflict news to get lucrative profits as online media do
(Bartholomé et al, 2017). What makes it surprise was that the key informants did not include a
list of conflict news covered by ETV while they were interviewed. This evidenced ETV had less
concern on conflict news unlike the above-mentioned thematic news in the reform periuod. The

following news indicated below could be an example of news reports having conflict issues.

NI°r3 N9°02-NT “70MP 7280 HTTS A25%28 L8P TF  Prhnt 73 FF
CARM.@- 3 “TUNLNOMN Novh94.0 hGAT A254.MCT ANC DT+ VT oA P-4
AP85C N97€L7 Ao 4T POPOIT Plémd oolfr3 Pho9e- HAA a3 701
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hao- i 013 0NMma@- o990 A0I@P::... NPIHD- P7L7F a0« ADM-7? N7L5PGS
NVHNG hovd-s. oo aohd.4.0 A28.5C APGUI° VNLANM- DL NACHhT AANF 7
A28 P9LT AIPAPNLT D% 4AG aoPSTDF o780 MPLA::"

The news states that the Amhara Regional State Communication[ Bureau] said in a statement
that the recent clashes in West and Central Gondar zones and some Woredas[Districts] have
created divisions among the local community and created tensions among the people living in the

area. "But the incitement to violence is a challenge," the statement said.

The news portrayed that there was an ethnic conflict between people (Amhara versus Qimant) in
Gondar, which showed the conflict was triggered to create a gap between the communities -
Amhara and Qimant- and the leaders in the seemingly ethnic based clashes and to incite
violence. The news added the conflict caused significant deaths, damage of properties, and
displacement from their inhabitants, and efforts exerted to rehabilitate and return the displaced
ones to their respective locals. However, the news did not indicate the main reason for the ethnic
conflict. It also did not highlight the role of the stakeholders such as elders, religious
organizations and leaders, and the government in resolving the conflict and negotiating the
conflicting parties- Amhara and Qimant- to ensure peace and stability in the area and bring them

back to normal life.

In another news report, ETV stated that Amhara born people in Metekel town, in Benishangul
Gumuz Regional State, were killed, and a significant number of people were displaced due to

ethnic conflict happened between Gumuz and Amhara. The news excerpt is:

MLAITA 700U HAA o01hd W77 17955 PA7TL- A@AE N17:00-T 420105
NoothA W27 1P2F N77HA MH+0P0 791 13 PA9L- A DNVET 078N Tm-35
NCHFT hoo$ef +0T@- ovd. SPAVTF PATLH0A h7IRLLINTF NC° ANTOF ::
14.5PCF AT hHy 047 M1oodde T o8, 7Fw% 1A0m- AL m-
VNG L1 9°Th 10 22540 05 ao37071 A 28,0077 Tm- ME+PA.:.”

The above excerpt tells us that the Amhara Regional Communication Bureau announced that 13
Amhara born people were killed and many were displaced by clashes between the Gumuz and

Ambhara communities in the town of Metekel in the Benishangul-Gumuz Regional State. ... The
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displaced on their part said they had suffered similar problems in the past and demanded
compensation and the government to rehabilitate them.

The news demonstrated that ethnic-based conflict happened between Gumuz killed the Amhara
people in Metekel. The news stated that the consequence of the clashes led Amhara people
displaced. It also raised the ethnic clash was recurrent, and the victims™ quest for the government
to compensate for the damaged properties. However, the news did not indicate the main cause of
the ethnic clash. It was a shallow report without substantiating it with further evidence who
triggered what. ETV news in September 2018 had a conflict theme:

N7I0G ACPLEC APAT Ahal.  NePmAm- 73217 0CHFTF AT°T5 AAIA 7-97 (.547-
NCHPT R79° hoosdf 0T 145PNPA:: Pon? 79> NYL1 € 70 79>
HAPTPPL AR 53838 PANND: 1PCPT 50N ..... PALTLE HANP 037017
nmm- oo 70z N7%3%4: B7F Vem1 hootmé 16778 Nhovdi- Ph.¢1 VN5
LT dRTIA i a0GEf I TDI° +PTAA: 20007 LN [ 7o0hld” 10 +7
2010 2.9°] h7 oof (.U ME 1PLPTF 14.5PND-: NoomAsf h9°T @mNT A2L7977
TIATNA: DBEF APl PUNE AANT hood(PT: PYE7751 AMFPTS P
gl PTF Pl APRLT 1@ AAMA

The news stipulates that many people were killed and injured in the ongoing conflict on the
border between Somali and Oromia, and many have been displaced. Some locals say the border
conflict is slowly turning into ethnic conflict. In a statement, the Oromia Regional State assured
that the conflict has not only claimed the lives of citizens but also destroyed the wealth and
properties they accumulated over the years; and their houses were burned. So far, [September

2010] over 700,000 people who were displaced settled in refugee camps.

The above news described that there was a conflict erupted along Somali and Oromia border.
The conflict brought significant casualties on people, damage of properties, and displacement, as
the news described, which later turned into ethnic conflict. Here, the news indicated that the
involvement of stakeholders and the efforts exerted to resolve the conflict. The report affirmed
the conflict continued and then indicated the efforts to to halt the conflict ahead and settle peace
between Somali and Oromia border. However, the news did not incorporate the voices of the
victims to make the news much more objective, reliable, and credible, and balance. Hence, the

fundamental ethical codes of journalism were violated. The overall news portrayed that the
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occurrence of conflict and its consequences. Little attention was given to the involvement of the
stakeholders to bring solutions about the crisis caused by the conflict along the Somali-Oromia
border.

The news finalized the report by indicating the leaders of the two regions, religious leaders and
tribal leaders are working together to resolve the conflict. ETV reported that the conflict

happened along the Ethio-Sudanese border in December 2018[2011 E.C] as follows:

“ Moot (11-L£.977 Nh1CELT 83 APVF LHIETF N794.m5 7FFF AP

NAM.@- P10775 ACH ACCT N1 AN CIICT N6-Tm-7 TTh5m? A 250 TN
1700 ... 079> PAm- vew? hooPdd 147C  0Ch7 P12
A2L4DN459° CARML.@- 1PEPT hoodndPA: 79824 (N0-5% DILET PILLS:
NPy w3701 79747 N7 oo61Y% A280M% A.N9° PAaMlw- 1PL2F
1G7PA 7

The news stated that due to the ongoing conflicts in Metema on the border between Ethiopia and
Sudan, farmers in the area were not able to carry out their agricultural activities properly. The
report continues stating, by citing the residents as evidence, in addition to the loss of lives, many
domestic animals were also taken away. The news also stated that the government [of Ethiopia]
should be aware of the conflict was backed by the Sudan army, and the residents of the area want

a solution for the conflict.

The news showed that there was a recurrent border conflict in Metema along Ethio- Sudanese
Border. The news gouted the farmers who became victims of the conflict. Even though there was
no evidence describing why the recurrent conflict occurred; it mentioned the consequences of the
conflict. The news, however, did not indicate the main cause that triggered the conflicts along the

Ethio-Sudanese border since it lacked balance and objectivity.

In sum, ETV conflict news coverage indicated that conflict happened in the different parts of the
countries brought a wide range of casualties. Even though ETV covered conflict, several conflict
episodes were missed or ignored since the political reform in 2018. In most cases the conflict
news covered did not indicate the main causes that triggered the conflict, be it community,
border, or ethnic.
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4.1.7. Laws amendment news

One of the thematic issues that ETV reported was of the laws amendment issues. ETV thus
reported 2 (2.7%) news that had laws amendment themes. The coverage of the laws™ amendment
news was minimal because the amendment of the laws occurred rarely as compared to other
events during the reform period. ETV reported the law's amendments were one of the political
reform agendas that the new PM Dr. Abiy Ahmed vowed during the ceremony held at assembly
hall of the HPR on 2 April 2018. The news stated the laws amendment would improve the
human and democratic rights of citizens, widen the political landscape, sustain the fast economic
development and improve the livelihoods of youths, and ensure the prevalence of justice in the
country. ETV broadcasted that the amendment of the Anti-terrorism proclamation on 2 January
2019 as:

PUHA A DT °HC M7 POL- TC APE AZTHTA PPLND-F LbP I°CI°C HhOLP::
PHATND- APE PIRMTT IS ZNEHTFTFS NETTL N7TPA TEI° 16 Nm-A Pill?
AP0 I NChS 180T ooiiin-? +ovARLA: BUI° UICt: Pl TFm-? Nm-T
WeAP CLE NTNI7C7 1V5 GT°hd-N.7? Nov7307 P71 795 CTLPA A11NA::
PLET°m- APE[2001 3.9° POCP] MChF9° PUT 9°U-&-35 Z NPT Poo3 707
17858 LCEFTFG TNNVFF Noo@BEA A.m+I°N7 A2LMC NI°AC bt PUT -7-50F
P79 oYt “PEf ANTAA:

This shows that the House of Peoples' Representatives approved the amended the Anti-Terrorism
Proclamation. The amended proclamation showed much improvement, including the article used
to arrest journalists and politicians. The news states that the amended Anti-Terrorism
Proclamation would play an important role in taking the country to the next level and building
justice and democracy. According to the House Standing Committee on Legal Affairs, many
legal scholars and politicians argued that the government used it as an excuse for prosecuting

opposition organizations and individuals in the previous proclamation adopted in 2009.

The news demonstrated that the amendment of the anti-terrorism proclamation would ensure the
politicians and journalists exercising their rights without being accused of terrorists arbitrarily
and the amendment would improve the undergoing reforms in the country one-step further. It

also blamed the former proclamation (endorsed in 2009) for prosecuting opposition
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organizations and individuals. However, the news appreciated the reform, but did not include the
voices of the public.

In another news, ETV reported that the amendment of the Civil Society draft proclamation
referred to the Legal, Justice and Democracy Affairs Standing Committee on 26 April 2019 as
follows:

PO A@ITF THC AT AT PALA  “TUNL00  CCEFTF APE  N770TA
MHIZ®- Lb¥ NG +@PP:: ALY #LI° 1Ml P P1LLID AhPE hw-3> U1
PoRRLIM 3 PIFHIM °33> P74 AT AMA CCEFTF PATF@3 ZNLAP 10767
PN A28 1 oPARLA:: PPINAR Lot NHIE 78R P7LooNhtm- MNECT 2T
PAOAF07 LT AHICT T A2CIC T°HC Mt TATA:: POINAP Lbd hPE
ANCTC Aed AV77 §1TV5 ZI°hdN, 7-5FFF #79 hoh4 ovovd-t3 PUTHI
1T T°HC 1 50T @-FA "

The news demonstrates that Members of the House of Peoples' Representatives discussed a draft
amendment to the Civil Society Proclamation. The House noted that the previous proclamation
had not only limited foreign funding, but also undermined the political participation of civil
society organizations. According to the House, forums were set up for the participation of
stakeholders and collecting inputs to consolidate the draft. The House announced that the draft
proclamation was referred to Legal, Justice and Democracy Standing Committee for detailed

consideration.

The news was dedicated to the amendment of the civil society proclamation, which aimed to
improving citizens' political participation through mobilizing financial resources from abroad
and within the country. However, opposing issues regarding the amendment were not included.
This was a clear indication that the news was not balanced and reported in favor of the
government in power since one key informant dubbed ETV as it is the “watchdog of the

government.”

To sum up, even though the coverage of the laws™ amendment news seemed minimal, the laws
amendment news highlighted the laws™ amendment would improve the democratic system by
promoting the participation of citizens in politics and the observance of human and democratic
rights through the prevalence of justice in the country. The news stated that laws amendment

would ensure citizens' political participation far better than the previous one.
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4.2. News frame

This section focuses on news frames and analyzes perspectives on which they were broadcasted
to the target audience during the reform period. Table 4 summarizes frames employed in the
ETV broadcast. As can be seen in the table, ten frame types are identified.

Table 4: Frames employed in ETV political reform news

Frame Type Frequency Percent
Political reform frame 20 26.7
Peace frame 15 20.0
Attribution of responsibility frame 8 10.7
Economic cooperation frame 6 8.0
Political, attribution of responsibility and peace frame 6 8.0
Ethnic-conflict and attribution of responsibility frame 5 6.7
Institutional reform frame 5 6.7
Development, peace and attribution of responsibility frame 4 5.3
Conflict frame 2 2.7
Development frame 2 2.7
Other frame 2 2.7
Total 75 100

Source: Researcher’s computation, 2019
4.2.1. Political reform news frame

The political reform frame mainly discussed the political reform that the new Premier, Dr. Abiy
Ahmed, brought to reality after a couple of years of political resentments mainly in Oromia and
the Amhara Regional States. Accordingly, Table 4 above showed that about 20(26.7%) of the
news broadcasted had a political reform frame. Hence, ETV significantly covered political
change that happened in the country after the TPLF/ EPRDF government was removed from
power. All key informants stated that most political reform news was framed in due respect of
government reform agendas mainly as per the directions of the editorials. According to the key
informants, most political reform news were framed to reflect the political agenda underway,
policy and programs of the government. One key informant further said the political reform
news were “framed as a cult building mechanism- all the change fruits were first given to the
change maker the so-called Team Lemma, composed of mainly high ranking government
officials playing a vital role in the current political reform. Now it is given to the [new] PM

only.” One of the political reform frame news that ETV reported on 26 May 2018 is:
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P 0N MPVE 320 AR U2 18+ At "h?5CIT@ 237 B9°C MALR
wNT  Ahim N80 b1 w0y AOTATo Pills 576 Fd-792F CPCI-
A2CTRLINT @ 705"

Meaning, “the federal attorney general released Mr. Andargachew Tsige, who was the Secretary
of Ginbot 7 Movement for Justice, Freedom and Democracy, with special attention and concern,

including other 576 prisoners who were charged with various crimes.”

The news portrayed that Mr. Andargachew Tsige was given much more emphasis, presumably
he was a famous politican who was arrested at Yemen during ex-PM, Hailemariam Desalegn ,
and charged with the act of terrorism, than that of the majority 576 prisoners who became the
beneficiaries of the political reform of Dr. Abiy Ahmed’'s government. The body of the news
reported the positive change that the reform brought such as a significant number of political
prisoners and journalists were released to widen the political landscape and build democracy in
the country. On 21 June 2018, ETV framed the announcement made by the Patriotic Ginbot 7

Movement for Unity and Democracy in support of the political reform undergoing as:

CACOTPT 7201 7 QoT@- oo70m AMPAe “Li07C LA 006 Aol P+L0m-
FON9° Y1l AZ2C70PANGT NA702-PrEd° CAN-7? AZL7008(°7 ADT@- 070
ANTDLA: LU ONLT PAD-T N-C5Tm hi1PESL VN 77 NPI° N8 77
1770 ANETw- aoPr39° IAZA: "POAms ZA1h" PI°lomlma-: FPI°5w-+m-5
PI°tmTw- P17 AT " ... mPAe LTS ChvhGT a3 0T POTIT
PRUIT UBAT I PANNCIT A 70417% Ph4Ro0- ovtfr3 (64 hoo§id-TFm-9°
NN TCLT 307 APIPAD- 13 1777 A 25655 aoLLT135 PS5 NCHiE:
Ne15 FIC 01 oo r3 o TNZTD-3 he A"

Meaning, “the statement issued by Patriotic Ginbot7 showed that they would accept the peace
proposal designed by Prime Minister Dr. Abiy Ahmed, for building democracy in this country
and would be part of the implementation. As far as Dr. Abiy and his team siding with the
Ethiopian people, Patriotic Ginbot7 would support them. “Civilized politics" is a strategy that
Patriotic Gibot 7 chooses, knows, and aspires it. ETV report narrated that Patriotic Ginbot7 was
in the support of the Prime Minister’s assurance that the EPRDF government's security forces
committed terrorist acts as well as merged the party and the government resulted in the absence

of independent institutions and creating problems on the judiciary system.”
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The report showed that Patriotic Ginbot7 appreciated the initiatives taken by PM Abiy Ahmed
and his Team for building democracy and ensure the genuine multi-party system in Ethiopia.
ETV recalled the inauguration ceremony held on 2 April 2018, on which the new Premier
addressed HPR that new government was committed to building democracy, to widen the
political space and, ensure human and democratic rights. ETV quoted the speech of the Premier,
which showed building democracy and respecting human and democratic rights of citizens is
fundamental and necessary in Ethiopia. For instance the ETV reported the new PM address HPR:

UAPES PICT D PAT PUNTFF aotPS3 473103 PUNI° €90 PIN7IT U-NT39°
PoL00N15 GI°h-N°P OCHhT Poo73t3 7T AMGHLF A2PPANG: 4T°hiAN,
N7 3701 PH7F? Y010 0197 PooTNg oofld- “TaL L0017 G9°hd0. 7
ATTF AA7IP A3 PNPOG hao3 TN ooyl L9401 AS L (41l @3 27800
HCTAI":: Nootfr9° o3 701 PHTF 01779  A2P0P0. 525801370 N55T
LNcA.”

Meaning, “Ethiopia belongs to all of us; the government would continue to intensify our struggle
to build a participatory democracy. While building democracy, the government must respect the
right of citizens™ freedom of expression. Democracy cannot develop without the peaceful
movement of citizens and the support and generosity of the government. Therefore, the
government would work hard to ensure that the peaceful movement of the people is not

infringed.”

The extract news above was mainly dedicated to expressing the need for building participatory
democracy that accommodates the voice of everyone - the commitment of the government to
realize it in patience. The news highlighted that the PM’s commitment to enfocing the rule of

law to sustain the safety of the business of the people as well. ETV reported that:

NGI°HENCP AVIBEC @NT PU7 PIVCIT oo04.7 LIMPA:: PU7 PINLIT7
N7INL.7 NI°SRCTD- 7T a0CAT PONNNTG +9° 77 VINTF POLLATD- PUT
T ANF VCWTF PGV ool I1TII° BIC - M- 04 WP U097
NCF ooIAZ7 N7 FANT A1PECT? 135 POAD-F Nooimd P7LEN76.L CPCT
PR IP397 IUNECT PN BAEII° @P 1t PAMLAF? AR AIN7LS UILP
APPTF33 APGEAD PATLT AT AT ANTANNT 1790947 NI AOTT AT
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NDNET Pc- ALA LLMEA FA1- mPAe “Li0Ts PRTT hid (S A 3Padr
Paofd-1- ool 3 Tw- LLI79A ANPA::"

Meaning, “in the democratic administration, the rule of law must prevail. The important thing
that should not be forgotten in the struggle for the rule of law, people of Ethiopia aspire not only
the respect of the rule of law but also to the prevalence of justice. In Ethiopia where there are
wider opportunities that everyone can work and prosper, there is no reason to worry and force
others to snatch one’s properties. The Prime Minister marked jobs would be created for the

youths and the rights of citizens to work in the areas they like would be guaranteed.

The above news focused on the political reform under the new Prime Minister Dr, Abiy Ahmed
was a good opportunity to create enough wealth leading to development that benefits all
including youths. The news stipulated the right to freedom of expression must be protected while
the government attempted to building democracy. It kept indicating the rule of law and freedom
of citizenss movement across the country must be guaranteed for a united growth and
development.” It also revealed that building democracy was not sufficient by itself, but ensuring
the prevalence of justice was necessary. As ETV is the main advocator of the political change of
the country, as most key informants stated, “it was the editorial which framed the political
change news.” ETV, in most cases, quoted and broadcasted the speeches of the new PM, which
supposed to have positive repercussions to the country as a whole. This reflects that ETV framed
the speech of the new PM as per the interest of the government reform agenda. Framing news in
favor of the government in power is most prevalent in the state-sponsored media including ETV
as Menychle (2019) confirmed in his study.

The 11 EPRDF Congress (3-5 October 2018) was organized in Hawassa city where Dr. Abiy
Ahmed officially declared the ideology of EPRDF, Revolutionary Democracy, would be

replaced by the new political thought, Medemer. ETV thus reported the headline of the news as:

NUN9° PI"T0P? @Al HhIC Noolaol o073 A2L707M PhVAST NP HICT
Phiéolol MPAC “L207C 2/ ON8 hvool: 05"

Meaning, “EPRDF Chairman and Prime Minister of the FDRE, Dr. Abiy Ahmed stated that a

beautiful country must be built for all through Medemer.”
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The ETV news headline gave clue PM's intention to change the ideology that EPRDF adhered
for the last 27 years and looked for better solutions via the alternative political thought what was
dubbed as “Medemer.” The headline referred Revolutionary Democracy as repressive and
undemocratic by its nature; and hence, creating political anarchism in the country. It blamed the
previous political ideology, Revolutionary Democracy, and praising the new political
thought, “Medemer, ” and supported the direction of the change set out by the new PM. ETV
news continued:

CLRHTC ANE AVonl AU PAD- TWAL @A VI ov7307 AT MNPA.:
hU3 NG PN} aol2TF A1PEFPE aoPlo BITA A AP} BV} N77€LT L7T°
HCEPT omING: PIHNT7 7N h 20915 “IND7€ ANN7 ANPA::"

Meaning, “Dr. Abiy Ahmed said that the current generation must build an attractive country. Our
current leaders need to shape Ethiopia, and to do that, we need to put an end to the politics of

robbery and interference.”

The news extract outlined that through implementing “Medemer” Philosophical thought, the
current leaders must build Ethiopia that would accommodate the demands and interests of all
citizens. To that end, the news stated that political conspiracy must be removed, by translating
the new political thought, “Medemer.” According to the key informants, ETV political news
were framed, taking into account thr “Medemer” Philosophical thought. Worku and Ephrem
(2020) demonstrated that in the post-2018 in Ethiopia, “Medemer” became dominant agenda
framing in the media outlets. At the closing remark of the Congress, ETV also reported through
implementing “Medemer” Partner organizations [Harari, Somali, Afar, Gambella, and
Benishangul] would have equal rights to participate and decide as Major EPRDF founding
organizations. This is a clear indication that ETV framed, Revolutionary Democracy was
repressive, undemocratic and dominating the politics under the banner of the four EPRDF
founding members, excluding others as the name of “partner organizations." The news supported

the ruling party under the new PM, and blaming TPLF/ EPRDF political orientation.

In sum, the news attempted to portray the political reforms undertaken by the new Prime
Minister, Dr. Abiy Ahmed, such as the release of political prisoners, and change of the political
ideology from Revolutionary Democracy into the new political thought what was dubbed as

“Medemer.” ETV asserted that the “Medemer” political thought is a means of resolving the
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long-entrenched conflict of interests, building democracy, and ensuring the prevalence of justice

in the country.

4.2.2. Peace news frame

The second-largest news that ETV employed was the peace frame during the reform period. The
peace frame used here mainly discussed the peace deal made with neighboring Eritrea after 20
years of stalemate. ETV used the peace frame for about 15 (20%) of the news as shown in Table
4 above. One key informant assured that unity, peace, and security, and rule of law were one of
the news frames given large coverage during the political reform year. This is presumably true,
which was observed in ETV news on peace deal with Eritrea and exiled political parties return to

home.

ETV portrayed that settling the border conflict between Ethiopia and Eritrea was fundamental to
brough peace and stability in the Horn of Africa as well. The news described the peace deal
would end up the “no war no peace” status quo and create relief to military forces along the
Ethio-Eritrea border for the last two decades, and communities of the two countries. The news
highlighted the commitment of Dr. Abiy Ahmed’s government which seemed to have been
irreversible during the predecessors PMs of Ethiopia, Hailemariam Desalegn, and Meles
Zenawi. It announced the government readiness to fully accept and implement the Algiers
Agreement (signed by both sides in December 2000), and the decision of the Boundary
Commission was a surprise to the international communities. Sadat (2019) described the peace
deal as an “unprecedented move of PM Abiy Ahmed to end the tension that lasted for two
decades, and it also hinted at the new Prime Minister's foreign policy approach.” Another ETV

news headline on 5 June 2018 explains as:

Ch'le? N ANL979 ho%4 PRALCHF N9°9°rd5 PLHIC hol0r7? @ds oo
Nao-»- NaoPIQ H7% a0 r7 Hes MNMN@- IRMP 2703 Al @P::

Meaning, "The EPRDF Executive Committee is ready to fully accept the Algiers Agreement
[signed on December 12, 2000 G.C] and the decision of the Boundary Commission in a press

release issued today.”
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The headline was framed to portray the approach and commitment of the government to restore
peace and stability between the two countries by implementing the Algiers” Agreement. The
news was framed in the manner to show the weaknesses of predecessors™ Prime Ministers™ and
appreciated the readiness of the new Prime Minister to restore peace and ease the border conflict
afterward. ETV concluded its report that:

NVt Vet ovhhd N1 4o~ PA@-3 -5 Noogd1- 019" 79097 T 5w-
G uw- CAm- PINRD ChlTd a3TNT PNI°3I° Pav Yhd Ao
ACI°E 228008 hol4m- FE APCILA::

Meaning, “The only solution is to resolve the conflict between the two countries and build
peace," the statement called on the Eritrean government to take similar action unconditionally.”
The extract indicated ETV used the peace frame approach that fitted with the call of the new
Prime Minister during the sworn ceremony held on 2 April 2018. In another news on 16
September 2018ETYV reported that with the headline:

‘MPNe TLLNTC R ON6 AVLS PACTEm FLUGHF AAPN AdmCEI”
NI°I°rf:? Navd.c-d9° &4 1MMPA:: NT°I°rk: MG 1A h2870LLT7 LaMlFA::

Meaning, “Prime Minister Dr. Abiy Ahmed and Eritrean President Isaias Afewerki are in
Jeddah[ Saudi Arabia] to sign the agreement. The agreement is expected to be finalized in a few
hours.”

The headline of the news was mainly framed in the way that showed Dr. Abiy Ahmed's effort to
settle the long rival conflict with Eritrea and restore peace and stability in the region. The new
also framed in a way that showed the peace deal between Ethiopia and Eritrea would be
conducted with the presence of the Saudi government. However, the news also slightly touched,
to use economic cooperation frame, which described that “Dr. Abiy Ahmed would hold
discussions with the Saudi government to strengthen bilateral ties and economic cooperation.”
ETV also reported the news on 9 October 2018 that the government established an organization
,Ministry of Peace, to facilitate and ensure lasting peace in the country which was framed in a
manner to show strengthen peace and stability in the country by implementing the shared cultural

values that Ethiopians used for over the years.

Generally, ETV news was framed in the manner that reflected the effort of the government under
the leadership of the new PM, Dr. Abiy Ahmed to bring peace and stability in the Horn of Africa

-of which one was resolving the long rival border conflict with Eritrea. The peace frame used by
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ETV appreciated the commitment and approach of the government under the new PM in
ensuring lasting peace with Eritrea and other neighboring countries. The news also showed that
as peace is fundamental, the government made it institutional by establishing the Ministry of

Peace to create lasting peace and stability in the country.

4.2.3. Attribution of responsibility news frame

The third-largest frame exhibited in ETV news coverage was the attribution of responsibility
frame. It discussed mainly the responsibility and the possible solutions to be taken at the
government, organizations, groups, and individual levels to curb the political crisis in the
country. Under this, it was found that ETV employed an attribution of responsibility frame on 8
(10.7%) of its news. The news was framed mainly to reflect that the responsibilities that should
be carried out by governmental bodies, political parties, organizations, groups, individuals
including religious leaders to alleviate the violence in the different parts of the country.
According to Worku and Ephrem (2020), due to various factors, the current political crisis was
exacerbated, which brought a wide range of consequences. To ease the political tension, and
create peace and stability in the country, there were news reports that contained attributions of
responsibilities. The news (reported on 10 February 2019), for instance, indicated below was
framed to show the call of religious leaders for the government to conserve cultural and religious
values, and develop a curriculum for students. The news also portrayed the government should
create job opportunities for youngsters to ensure lasting peace in the country.

N1ct: Prafee A2 F P74.ms- U-hfT PAVNPYT VLTS P Al-fT ovonGon}
aolfPy- +1700::
NG7 NChS Yoot P77 AMFTFS 42771 @NES N70L 71 A24.0677
PaoFTFANG AN Poos’CC AFTF7F N770771 A héA1 105 PUhFT ood.mi?
L1 @RI PULDT TG o0k ool r? AAdAL P17 Tm- 167757
NPT WO @k:: NoolPrd® F757 Noog it 167755 PT WAL AdFT2 h7Tmshl
A04. Nov3707 LLZI° PIL T ACH-1I°VCT APCE ATEPTFF NMNoTTA
ool PLEGT AT A0FTFF TIN179CT NYLTI° A28 70104 LA ANPA:: Ay
M168,7729° U9° hhatl PLLEm- V75 NCFT A250IC ho7€L7 B9°C AT
163> 0G4 PF 3 oviif hdAL AICVT A aHLA: PUICA: o037 1116
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e ALA NoemC @NFTF AVIC-P 7 hATw-7? A t-Pos  A24.0L00
NINTA 168,778 hN1-774 PRCIPT ACI°E ao@Ng 2287 7Mm- hNPA::”

Meaning, “the occurrence of violence in different parts of the country is a result of the loss of
cultural and religious values. Religious leaders interviewed by ETV said that there is a gap in the
teaching and the development of morals, tolerance, and coexistence among religious leaders and
institutions over the past several years led to damage of properties and the loss of lives.
Therefore, to solve the problem, in addition to strengthening religious and cultural values, a
curriculum should be formulated at the government level to teach students about tolerance,
consent, and solidarity values and develop them in the process. Further, it is important to seek
other concrete solutions, starting with ensuring the law and order at all levels. They [Religious
leaders] urged the government to create job opportunities, especially for young people, to

contribute their part for the nation-building process.”

The news extract above was framed mainly to show the recommendation of religious leaders
about the teaching of religious and cultural values to the youths. The news thus glimpse
strengthening religious and cultural values must be the duties and responsibilities not only to
religious institutions and leaders but also to the government to incorporate them into the
curriculum. The news also showed that the government must ensure peace and stability by
translating the laws of the country on the ground, as well as creating jobs for youths. The news
was framed to show the causes that triggered the involvement of youths in the political crisis,

and proposed solutions mainly on teaching of cultural and religious values.

ETV news on 18 December 2019 by citing the Inter-religious Council of Ethiopia demonstrated
that “peace is the gift from the Creator, which requires proper attention from the government and
the public at large. Religious leaders; therefore, should be responsible to teach and due care of
their children to have a sense of humanity, and ensure peace and safety of their communities and
the country. The government should secure peace and stability and curb the suffering of the
public and the community due to the consequences of violence.” The report indicated that to
ensure peace in the country, the religious leaders, and the government must take their respective
responsibilities. The news was framed in a manner indicating government and religious leaders
should teach about humanity and the coexistence of the communities and ensure peace and safety

of the country as a whole.
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Another example of the attribution of responsibility frame was ETV's report (on 12 October
2019) on the call of the National Electoral Board of Ethiopia to strengthen the multi-party system
in the country. The report confirmed that the opposition political parties™ participation to

strengthen the multi-party system is crucial. The headlines of News stated that:

NoolAfld T NChT 7T oo7ANT A6h0e  TCE2PTF AT ahTa?
HP8.CMTHS PATPES NP 9°Ca (ICL VLA M1 FE hvdh:”

Meaning, “the Secretariat of the National Electoral Board of Ethiopia has called on opposition
parties to strengthen their participation in building a multi-party system."

The news was framed to show the degree to which the participation of opposition political
parties was fundamental to consolidate the multi-party system in the country. The the news
framed the Board was under reform to accommodate the demands and interests of the political
parties. Before reform period, the Board was one of the government institutions highly criticized
for favoring the ruling party, EPRDF, and carried out the interests of the few political elites
(Worku and Ephrem, 2020). The news indicated that it is the duties and responsibilities of the
Board to widen the political landscape for the political parties. The body of the news stated:
GUCROTF 157 MMTIPT 1h775 ho984T h °P9° P16chhd TCL2FE ANT60 PAP
aolf 13 TARD- Ao lAfl) TCA NChT a07ANT NPTeI° CAAT P1mhd 0167
APBCLCTI° MEPPA:”

Meaning, "The participation of opposition parties is crucial in making the elections free, peaceful
and credible.”

The above-extracted news portrayed it is the duties of the Board to ensure the participation of
political parties in a transparent and accountable manner. The news concluded (citing the
statement of opposition parties) that the government and the Board are expected to do more to
widen the political space:

CTNh TCE2E QD-LeAt 16 AILINAT U7 o3 7N1EI° Pr PI°C hPE TAD
NUP?9° KR89 A P799R FUCF? NoogFd- P7Ah 9°05¢7 N°ING1
wFINTG I (5 - N A2L7LMNPNT AANNPA::”

Meaning, "although the constitution and the election proclamation are clear, the political parties
have said that the government and the election board will do a lot to solve the problem of

implementation.”
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The story was framed to show the complaint that the Board did not work as per the expectation
of the political parties even though the enabling environment was created. As a result, it needs to
do assignments given to it. The responsibilities of the opposition parties on one hand, and the
responsibilities that should be taken by the incumbent government and National Electoral Board
of Ethiopia to widen the participation of the political space and strengthen the multi-party system
following the political reform undertaken. According to the key informants, the news reported by
ETV was produced by the direction of the editorials and channel managers; there was no room
that the news could not be provocative.

To sum up, the attribution of responsibility frame mainly discussed responsibilities to be taken at
government, political parties organizations, groups, and individual levels to curb the existing
political crisis in the country. The news was framed to show the duties and responsibilities that
should be carried out by the governmental bodies, political parties, organizations, groups, and
individuals to resolve the political crisis. Most news was not, however, provocative, and

attempted to present them smoothly.

4.2.4. Economic cooperation news frame

The economic cooperation news frame mainly pointed out the economic connection between
Ethiopia and friendly countries around during the reform period. Accordingly, in ETV news, the
economic cooperation frame was found on 6 (8%) news during the reform period. If we look at
the news produced on 04 December 2018 regarding the PM's first foreign visit, Djibouti, it was
framed to indicate the economic cooperation between Ethiopia and Djibouti was inevitable.
Since the news took into account that Ethiopia is one of the landlocked countries in the Horn of
Africa that relied on Port of Djibouti for sea access to imports and exports. The headline of the
news thus stated that:

‘MPNG LLNTC PHIC ANE AVoE ATPEST B4 o4 A7 4.7 PATw-
NP AT MTNC 52505 TE APl

Meaning, "Prime Minister Dr. Abiy Ahmed called on Djibouti to work together to strengthen
their cooperation as they have a shared destiny."

The extract news demonstrated that the call of the PM there should be economic cooperation
between Ethiopia and Djibouti. The news was framed the two countries have been intertwined
together inseparably, which might have assured that one cannot survive without the involvement
of the other.
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The body of the story confirmed that Prime Minister Dr. Abiy Ahmed was committed to
strengthening economic cooperation with Djibouti. The news demonstrated the leaders were
desirous to create economic integration between the two countries. The excerpt of the main body

of the news is indicated below:

C I AL 79 PA? VHT NolPSTF7? AVTINFF? Am#?7 1 h9 €0 N 1.9
aoiid A2 A A28 AAPES MPACTLLOTCrE T004-F3 COATP A25MTAC
PANTS Y407 oo ov@alt HAE  AL71 A2454Ta PN} AoTNU-
PATPES AL D03 AhBEAI® PhiPES AL11T AT NAMPIE htmsa I
ML C79° -1 I PHAnd p-:: ... 7aH18%1 AN“TAA A77C 30 MNHNTw-
Bl hiAPES IC PATF Ahs70P 11C AMShe- A2IRI°TPTA Al ITNMPA::”

Meaning," as a people with a shared destiny, we must work together for the benefit of our
people. As Prime Minister of Ethiopia, | will do my part to strengthen our ties and ensure
sustainable development. Ethiopia's growth is not only limited [to its boundary] but also it is
linked to the [East African] region in general and Djibouti in particular... President Ismail Omar
Guelleh on his part reaffirmed that Djibouti will continue to strengthen its economic cooperation
with Ethiopia.”

The news extract above was framed to show the commitments of the leaders of Ethiopia and
Djibouti to work in cooperation to strengthen the economic cooperation for mutual benefits and
sustainable growth and development. The news appreciated and supported the economic
cooperation between the two countries. It further depicted the PM's asseration Ethiopian
Economic growth is linked to East Africa, which showed the economic integration to all
countries of East Africa.

ETV report on 07 May 2018 also was framed mainly to portray economic cooperation with

Kenya:

hAPELDIT DTSN A oI T ANE 22855 ATTELT AT 3PP
POT MPAE TLLNTC PIIC MG hvoog (728 ALY IR0t IANC AL
PTLIT WAPESDNT K35 4A PPL-T Tt NTEHEH" ht)s WIPT A-P1EIT
ATV
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Meaning, "Prime Minister Dr. Abiy Ahmed's call for the release of Ethiopians detained in Kenya

for various reasons was accepted by President Uhuru Kenyatta."

The news showed Ethiopia and Kenya agreement to establish a joint business center along Ethio-
Kenyan Moyale. The news described the Ethiopian government's readiness to share the
experience of Ethiopian Airlines to Kenyan Airways to work together and learn each other. ETV
news also asserted the Prime Minister's visit to Europe and China mainly focused on economic
cooperation, which indicated the employment of economic cooperation frame. Most key
informants stated, that in ETV news, the economic cooperation frame was employed especially
while the new premier paid visits to neighboring countries and beyond, during the reform period.

Generally, in ETV, most news was framed to show that the efforts of the new Premier in
consolidating the economic cooperation with neighboring countries, and friendly countries
around the world since Ethiopia is mainly in need of sea outlets, as it is a landlocked country,

and financial resources to its economic development.

4.2.5. Political, attribution of responsibility and peace news frame

One of the findings of the coding practice was emergence of what is known as complex
categories of frames in the political news of the ETV broadcast. Accordingly, this is a frame
having combination of political, attribution of responsibility, and peace frames in some of the
ETV news. The frame on 6 (8%) news as shown in the Table 4 above. The news on the PM's

discussion in Mekele on 14 April 2018 can be taken as an example:

CI°31MDW- 7NAP NG PATPEST A2t PLEMTACST PUHNTF P8I°HE-0S
PaoN 771 Fo# P7LovAN aolP? AT A1-74-8 A@-P5T ao90mT7 VAT 295
7OMT AAET° A@-PS o0mt- NN9° A+ AT PT71F73 $d w11 77
19801 MCE MAACE AATCECPHT Amd.... hh2e FIC ML A FIC 2245907
INT i D8 NEIL@ NG QN7 N7ThOCE 79307 “IoP PnfPm-
APESPIED N7 hCBENI™:: ATPAP 757 hH ooal) £77° £78 hA5: 77371
ANVFE A0 CHICAT P7IA - Y% UNt: 786 VL IFT FCPH oo st

Meaning, “the political system we [Prime Minster's leadership] are building should strengthen
Ethiopia's unity and the people's demand for democracy and development. Recognition of
Tigray, Amhara and Oromo is the right thing to do and the fruit of our struggle. However, if the

strength of Tigray - to know its identity, speak its language, respect its culture- loses its
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Ethiopianness, we will shfit from one problem to another. Apart from Ethiopianness, the quest is
that there are my language and identity and shall be respected. The two issues [Ethiopianness and

identity quest] must be reconciled without conflict.”

The news extract above was framed to show the PM's discussion regarding strengthening
Ethiopian unity and responding to the demand of the people for democracy and development.
The news demonstrated that the quest for identities and exercising them should not affect
Ethiopianness. The news stated that if Ethiopianness is affetcted, the political crisis inherited
would not be resolved. The news attempted to show that the PM discussion focused on the need
for reconciling the quest of ethnic identities practiced during EPRDF with Ethiopianness and
Ethiopianism through negotiations and discussions in the political system being built. The news
supported the idea of the new PM, which showed that ethnic-based federalism became a chronic
disease on the unity of the country and the inclusiveness of nations, nationalities, and peoples. In
short, the political quest for democracy, identity, and development should not an obstacle for the
unity of Ethiopia and Ethiopianism. The same news was also incoprpoarted the attributions of
responsibility frame as:

ChAPECPIT VAT AOFTFF ADTNFT A0177CT N7IADP PA+ Thdi A250T
Phdn ol MPNC “L20TC L/ A6 AVaoL AGNN:: HY 78 PYe7757 ANFT:
PUIC T179702FF ao3 03 PG P70 P PAVLr A+2771 Novdt§ CCHTm-?
@7 CaNPITFPA... "

Meaning, "Prime Minister Dr. Abiy Ahmed called for greater attention to educating and
informing the youth of Ethiopian culture and values. Religious leaders, elders, governmental and
non-governmental organizations are expected to play their part in this regard.”

The extract pointed out that due attention should be given to Ethiopian cultural and religious
values. The news noted that religious leaders, elders, governmental and non-governmental
organizations should carry out their respective duties and responsibilities in educating youths in
Tigray, which focused on Ethiopianness and Ethiopians.

The same story below employed the peace frame, which showed that conflict, is an outdated
fashion and backward in the 21st century, which showed that conflicts should be resolved
through peaceful means. The news discussed peaceful resolution mechanisms benefit not only
Ethiopians but also the whole East Africa. Thus, the news was produced to show how peaceful

71| Page



dialogue was fundamental to ensure peace and stability in the country. The same news extract
reads as:

NhVALT A hAlCTc-9° han-T N°775w-9° NmA7-r1- hol7€ UenT Av-7 11
HALNTA AN PIGA: hv7F a0188A 1M AAGNTA:: ATed 77 “79h7 7H,
AAENTA:: PO PE> 786 WA API°"M7? A30.970: APIMI A9V W
Po9e4S MF7 PaE A2PTE 9734 A375%:: MM oohhd 7% T4 e+(: L9°
go L] BPC:E APNEATI® POIA ALI° hNs:: P4 NATPES TPI° N7 NF 6157
NWCTe- VIN9°E AN-8% U977 ABN4: VT9° AMPAe NI°Ne-# A5eh Vi
A19° COLAIA::"

Meaning, “on the part of the EPRDF, there is a belief that hostillity with other forces including
Eritrea is an outdated fashion. Now it is not a time to kill. It is too late to waste money on bullets.
If there is a dispute, let us sit down and talk. If that does not work today, let us make an
appointment. In the meantime, leave the bullet and suspend the bloodshed, we [EPRDF] say no.
This benefits not only [the people of] Ethiopia, but also the people of Eritrea, the people of
Sudan, the people of Djibouti and the people of East Africa in general.”

In sum, ETV framed the political news to strengthen Ethiopian unity and respond to the demand
of the people for democracy and development. The news emphasized the teaching of Ethiopian
cultural, religious values for citizens especially the youths are fundamental to ensure peace, and

stability for it benefits not only Ethiopia but also the whole East African region.

4.2.6. Ethnic-conflict and attribution of responsibility news frame

Ethnic-conflict and attribution of responsibility frame was another complex category of news
frame characterized by a report and explanation of the existence of ethnic conflicts, and
attribution of responsibility at government and societal levels for the same problem. The
complex category of frame accounted for about 5(6.7%) news. ETV news on 11 August 2018

had to report the following for example:

NI°0c-78 N3 N1-Z[ACT]T N34 oohh) (H1-+NP0 7327 02 FT N31417 16
PoLRLAD- 757 A2CPMA oolFr A+IN0:: hhc-1- @OC 041 MH-+POaPim- 7877
TRt AChFTF PPTFm7 AP OLAACE  AhIN2TF  Noo48Tw- dhd T
g INNFD  ATARLA:: ATFTFS  VIST  PURI® A9 PAAL  9°7M  ATLT
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LIMYTm NaotlPy PAAPR CCEFLT PL.I95 ACTM3 ADBHLT Tl AP1-LL7Im-
AM.A 7

Meaning, “conflict between people in Guji [Oromo] and Gedio communities in the West Guijji
Zone continues to cause death to people and damage of properties. As a result of the conflict
erupted four months ago, many left their homes, and are exposed to various problems. It is said
as mothers and children are facing medical and nutritional deficiencies, efforts are being made to

reach out to the issue to different [humanitarian] organizations for assistance.”

The news mainly discussed ethnic conflict that happened between Gujji Oromo and Gedio in the
west Gujji zone, and the consequences followed. The news evidenced that ethnic conflict
happened between Gujji Oromo and Gedio, even if it attempted to broadcast it softly. At any
time while reporting ethnic conflict, ETV tried its best not to make it provocative, as most key
informants state agreed. The same news employed the attribution of responsibility frame to
suspend the ethnic conflict between Gujji Oromo and Gedio, and efforts taken to rehabilitate

them:

“@INT NNt DILTTVT VLN TohhA PAEMLEDF T7H2T Ao I T FLit
APRLT oolPr} PONI° 70001 @NE o9-9407 W70 ANT0-+PA: PUNE:
TIUNLOAN TI7TTNLT MHAL hM152FF hood(PF5 P79 AT Y419 Tw-3
DA A280M @U° 705607 AAMPA: DIE a0-GC807 hAND-9° P1L.5PN 13
VLA A5 T ML POTD- Naoao)Ns N79e#9° a3 TN FL1 A0LLT MUP?
UN-9° 1,95 CCOLT YN TmF A28 TE ATINE. PA::"

Meaning, "the government is working to resolve the conflict between the two fraternal
communities,” said Minister of Peace, Muffriat Kemil. Mrs. Muffriat urged the elders of the two
communities, especially Abba Gedas, government and religious leaders, to fulfill their [social]
responsibilities. Mrs. Muffriat added that even if the government is making efforts to repatriate
and rehabilitate the displaced, it is also the duties and responsibilities of all citizens and

humanitarian organizations.”

The news extract was framed mainly in a manner to show the call of Mrs. Muffriat, Minister of
Peace for the elders of the two ethnic groups, especially Abba Gedas, government and religious
leaders to resolve the ethnic conflict and play their role in return the displaced ones to their

residential areas. The news portrayed that the call of Mrs. Miffriat that all citizens and
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humanitarian organizations to carry out their duties and responsibilities in the rehabilitation
program. Another example of ETV news (30 September 2019) employed both the ethnic-conflict
and attribution of responsibility frames was the ethnic conflict between Qimant and Amhara in
Gonder in the Amhara National Regional State. For instance, the conflict between Qimant and

Ambhara reads as:

Co-NTFD3 NP PEI° N770h7 NN Nh382L &0 DG TANTF (14.mL 1)
MaoGT A N5 PPoT3T h77d- “TUNLNAM oohhd 79827 Nootnen NU-N04:9°
JUNLOA A PACHT VemT oo T415 PHILT ov@-L9° aohnt:? PA774 hAA
I hoo L 0T7 70m:: NT°r% N9°04-M15 TOhAP 7280 TS h382L DL52F
P1hnt: 7F5FF PANULD-7 “FUNLN0MN Noohd4.0 WGA1 A254.MC5 AN N5LD-
VI YA Pc-s 272850 N77€L7 MNoao- Aht PALOIT PT4.mL oolPr? PAo74-
HAA 03701 hoo- L 17 M0mM@- oo 707 N OP@-::"

Meaning, “Amhara Regional State Government Communication stated that many lives were lost
and properties were damaged due to the conflict occurred between Qimant and Ambhara
communities, which have been coexisting for centuries due to by some selfish individuals for
their own political gain. According to a statement issued by the Amhara State Government
Communication, the recent clashes in the West and Central Gondar Zones and some Woredas
were designed by individuals to divide and create rifts between the two communities which

coexisted in harmony for centuries.”

The news was framed to show the occurrence of ethnic conflict between Qimant and Amhara in
Gondar. The news demonstrated that some self-centered individuals triggered the ethnic conflict
resulted in the deaths, displacements, and damage of properties, created the division between
Qimant and Amhara. The same news employed attribution of the responsibility frame as well:
“... PPYII P73 TR V- oo3NETF NohdD PAAN 9°AC 1~ Noooo)n
N4LOM Pe-(r3 ANTBRLC A2ZaoNC T oo Noohmd- hAN- PPo737 U (14047
N795¢0F@ POVPTF PONLANM7F A0S0 Naooold APNPOL TS oolond.}
IAZA:: N9° N77L97F PUNI° UHA ANVTES COCA ANEAT NootPr vALA00
MU G152 PEP 7747 A2C7LMW-9° a0 7NBm- AN A"

74| Page



Meaning, “in response to the quest of Qimant identity, the Regional Council recognized the
right to establish its own administration, as the result of which the Region started activities to
establish the Qimant administration in the Kebeles where the Kemant people live. The Statement
also called on all public participation is crucial to make a significant contribution to the peace
process.”

The extract portrayed actions taken by the regional government regarding the self-administration
of Qimant. The news was also framed in a way to show the response of the regional government
and its call, which requested the participation of the public to the peace process. The news was
framed to indicate the ethnic conflict occurred between the two ethnic groups in a soft way- an
attempt not to make provocative. The news framed in support of the actions of the regional
government and excluded the voices of the victims on the ground. Most news was framed to
underscore the efforts taken by the governmental bodies to resolve the issues and rehabilitate the

displaced ones.

Generally, during the reform period, the news reported mainly on ethnic conflict, and
government and society are presented as responsible actors to resolve the problems through
various intervention mechanisms. Most news emphasized that ethnic conflicts that happened in

the country brought a wide range of causalities, which required pertinent solutions.

4.2.7. Instititional reform news frame

The reform frame shows the news focus on institutional reform during the reform period. The
ETV news thus had employed the stated frame on about 5(6.7%) of its news articles. It focused
on the institutional reforms conducted under the new Premier Dr. Abiy Ahmed such as the
reform on NEBE. The news showed that the incoming 2012 E.C [2020 G.C] national election
has to free, fair, and credible. It also described that political parties would be invited to

participate in the reform process of the Board. The excerpt of the news indicates the same:

N2012 PoRa%8m- 1749 2°Con 197 $1UPT 19377507 PAD- 225077 PoLENTA
PEECI° N ASNT@T A78707F PSP 9°Cn (ICL AT A%50 DL VI
DNF Pl P7A1h UBAT AVT6Z NC6Cam A2L9h179° 1IAZA: BU? “7]7f
N7LLT7 POLONTA 7840 aweoos? £ING-1- PACS N, AZ°NVLL V90 Hacle
P16chhe P7NH  TCE2TFI” N77070° Ne-m- A6 4760 2285 Tar LLLIA
NNPA "
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Meaning, “NEBE has announced that it is carrying out reforms to ensure free, fair and credible
national elections to be held in 2012 E.C [2020 G.C]. The participation of new political forces
entered into the country will be included in the reform. Preparations are underway to make the
amendment, said Ambassador Sami Zekaria, NEBE's chairperson. She added that contending

political parties will be involved in the reform process.”

The extract was framed to indicate NEBE undertook the reform, which showed that the returned
political parties from abroad would be incorporated in the reform process. This might be since
NEBE was one of the government organizations, which was highly criticized for favoring the
ruling party, EPRDF. Worku and Ephrem (2020) stated that right on the 2005 national election,
illegal and clandestine harassment of the opposition political parties under the cover of anti-
terrorism, media, and civil society deteriorated the human rights situations. Therefore, ETV news
frame demonstrated the new government was determined to building the image of NEBE via the
reform it undertook. The same news described that the implementation of the technology system

was part of the NEBE reform in the coming 2020 national election:

R 185 G1TYP A250°7 PLONTA PLhTAE PooC8 ONCHFT29° 120124:
7°Cm AP LLLIANI® ANPA "

Meaning, “Ambassador Sami Zekaria said that technology based information system will be

implemented in the 2012 E.C [2020 G.C] national election to ensure free and fair election.”

The body including the conclusion of the news was framed that NEBE's reform such as
amendment of laws, implementation of technologies, and organizational setup would incorporate
pertinent stakeholders and opposition political parties. In another news reported on 13 February
2019, ETV discussed Ethiopian National Defence Force reform:

CPh1TPES aPhIhe NPT MPd- hG oo P MCF Ao7 37 POLENTATD 7 TAP
1 H#GP FNNe B3 ML 10NTF AT THC (119° B3l N34 avh37 00
LLlA N9C NA877 MIH%Cm FTSA w@-Lel A8 A2e15751 ms M3
Nov7307 @F R P VNN “7CLT NAATPES PHI%emT C6CI° +hiln Thdi
AOTFIA: CECao- AVT-a03TvE 7975 PIPT 015 N8-P1 o07307 7 Nd-Pt-?
N4PI° 730 AT oGP A5G NEhATN% PA: oo P2FF TINIMP A28 AHC
74T PLLEe NFAA:"
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Meaning, “Commander of the Armed Forces, General Seare Mekonnen, said the Ethiopian
Defense Forces has embarked on a deep institutional upgrade to build a strong and professional
army.” The news body stated that the reform was part of the political reform undertook nation
wide. “General Seare said in a panel discussion held in Adama that the reform to build a strong
army was given priority following the reform in Ethiopia. The reform was building an
independent army loyal to the Constitution; building capacity of the army as well as equipping

the army with modern and technologically advanced weapons.”

The extract was framed to show the remark of General Seare Mekonnen, the then Commander of
the Armed Forces, Ethiopian Defense Forces was under the reform to enable the army to
undertake any operations successfully. The news added that the institutional reform was made to
build independent army loyal to the Constitution and people. Other Institutional reform news on
the Supreme Court, Federal Police Commission, and other government institutions were framed
to demonstrate the reform aws part of the overall political reform of the country to improve the

existing performance and service delivery to the pertinent stakeholders and the public.

In short, ETV in its institutional reform frame portrayed the efforts of the government to improve
institutional performance, more service delivery efficiently and effectively. The news was
framed in support of the government's commitment to improving the organization's service

delivery and performance to realize the ongoing political reform.

4.2.8. Development, peace, and attribution of responsibility news frame

This is another complex category of new frames which is coded as development, peace, and
attribution of responsibility frame. The news entertained economic development and growth,
peace and stability in the country and measures that must be taken to resolve conflicts and
sustain development in most cases, and who should do what to realize the reform successfully
and lay a foundation stone for building democracy in the years to come with one news article.
Accordingly, ETV employed the development, peace, and attribution of responsibility frame on
about 4 (5.3%) news.The political reform process under the new Premier, Dr. Abiy Ahmed,
encountered challenges such as the “prevalence of media extremists, ethnic and communal
conflicts, political uncertainty, mob justice, high living conditions and money laundering, partial
judicial institutions, and security crisis” (Worku and Ephrem, 2020). Settling all these issues

might be critical for the government, which might have been one of the basic reasons for
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combining three frames in one news for transmission to the target audience. The news reported
on 18 February 2019 was framed, for instance, to show the development, peace, and attribution
of responsibility frames. The development frame aspect of the news was described below:

“L.MPANC TLINTC L ANE AVonl (MAPR PUILTF AANT AP17:i1- $7977
a0t ATIET PUILTF VIINTFF WA PovA“T7 109 PLIMP - INPA:: ALY
00N4. VT3 NAHS7T TIN1NCT AN POILT ALA N7IN47 ALA PhiA -
MNPA:: AT PUIE-TF AANT AINANC A7 hol77 TCERFT oohfiA
PANC ov378 7317 A28 1w A7 MmPAC “LNTC LA ANG AT o001
AYT THFDTF VUNTFF WOINTINCS A MPoL vl 12.97M o037 Navhm} TLT
APTRLT 1-::

Meaning, “Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed said the infrastructures being constructed in different
regions of the country gives hope to the people of our country. Prime Minster stated it has
opened the door to economic integration and shared growth of our people. He added that the
construction of the railway is one of the projects being built to connect most of the regions of the
country.” Peace is the first and moremost precondition to bring about the desired development

and prosperity, and the roles played by youths thereof:

The news extract was framed to show the development effort of the government under the new
PM. It portrayed that the infrastructure under construction would create hope for the people to
economic integration and shared growth. The news quoted the remark of the PM in an attempt to
demonstrate peace is fundamental to ensure development ahead of time. Using this frame, ETV
depicted that the new PM since coming into power, there were measures taken to encourage the
economic development in the country, of which one of them was on infrastructure development
projects including the Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam. As a whole, the above extract news
indicated that construction projects just like railways would be the focus of the government to
ensure economic integration within the country for equitable economic growth and development.
The same news used peace frame, as it is a precondition to development indicated below:

hAPES PEwlF T AT 0T 224400 oo3701 M049°F o0l 997 WP
NECM5r1 a1 A28 M@ A700:: .. .PASN AN 7PLPF  NiAoo-  HEf
T3 N77V1G o007 A3 P7LFR PANI° FIF3 NN ACr5 ov37€
- ANPA:: A“77 A (1977 (197 €79 €0 VAL TMICT 13162 N.LI7T
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M7TETA PAT 1PEPFE 30T AU AEALD-3 ACLBET Nmsml ML +70C
N7 BMA::

Meaning, “Addis Ababa Residents said government must work hard for peace and stability to
achieve Ethiopia's development goals. The residents added that working with the community on
peace is a great way to end the current crisis. Residents said that development without peace and

peace without the cooperation and participation of the public cannot be achieved.”

The news quoted above demonstrated that peace is the precondition for the economic
development endeavor of the country. ETV quoted the Addis Ababa Residents in a manner to
show that the community participation in the peace and security issues would end the crisis. It
further stated that organizational structure should be created to participate in the communities in
the peace and stability affairs of the country. Some key informants agreed that the peace frame
was employed on news to bring about peace and stability nationwide. The same news pointed out
the attribution of responsibility frame mainly in connection with ensuring peace and stability in

the country:

“.. 019" AT NASTT PTT ao1he PAND- Noolfr- oo 3701 0197 N7709 75
V75 NC3T NI000C W70 (- 1607928 PUIEA: VTINT NPLLEm- PAhATm7
AT PEA ICHT CIMTPA MINPA:: PUICTFF @TFTF (19°% “I04.7 M- ALA
LML A“IT7 N7DLI7F AP0.C 756 Nootfr NPAINCTD- PoL4.T5 UV-htFT7
NTINPI° “4RLTIW-F Tl NovL715 (A PG 1PTe oot} A25A0Tw- L/ Hle
HANPA:: NP PPLLMs U-hFTFF N770PI°G B4 019° 50F hLINA? P74
TN @NTF 10 70707 UIl-TF} PEomlifm-? PANI°: PATTS PETI°hiN. 7317
NC-2F N779.M% h2L70709° P& APCNPA::”

Meaning, “He [Prime Minister] said in addition to the government's efforts to ensure peace and
maintain law and order, the people of the country should contribute their own share at all levels.
Dr. Abiy urged, as peace is the key to job creation and development, the youth should be
proactive in supporting the efforts to stop the violence in their respected areas. He also called on
the country to accelerate the peace, development and democratization process by tackling the
ongoing violence and not by joining the anti-peace forces.”

ETV quoted the remark of the new PM to demonstrate the responsibilities that must be taken by

the peoples of the country to ensure peace and stability apart from the government efforts. The
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news mainly depicted that the youths should be the main actors in curbing violence since peace
and stability is a precondition for job creations. It further stated that the PM called the public at
large to contribute their part in the nation-building process by prohibiting them from joining the
anti-peace forces. Above all ETV attempted to portray using attribution of responsibility frame
that peace does not have any options to prosper our country. The same news extract gave
responsibility must be taken:

ImPe “LinT<] QY HCE PO 07770-2F 7 467951 AMFTT @TFF:
N74.PRFPF: w3705 P PAV - CCET NNNA9°F A71S 271 NCT1@ A2405
Tt 77847 N17 4@ 756 A7 AhL719° NPA::”

“The Prime Minster said that efforts should be made to ensure that elders, religious leaders,
youth, volunteers and non-governmental organizations work hard for peace, development and

prosperity in this sector.”

In the same token, ETV showed that community elders, religious leaders youth, volunteers, and
non-governmental organizations should take the responsibility of actively participating in the
peacebuilding process. The news quoted the speeches of the PM in demonstrating peace is the
first and foremost issue of the government to sustain the socio-economic development endeavor
of the country. All the news categorized under development, peace, and attribution of
responsibility frame showed that governmental bodies, youths, community elders, religious
leaders, and non- governmental organizations' involvement could bring substantial changes in

development, peacebuilding process and averting the political crisis in the country.

Generally, the ETV news article has a complex category of frames identified as development,
peace, and attribution of responsibility frame. ETV showed the development effort of the new
PM to ensure fairly distributed economic development This could therefore be achieved so long
as there is peace and stability in the country, which required the active participation of citizens at

all levels especially the youths.
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4.2.9. Conflict news frame

The ETV news articles also had conflict frame which shows economic and social crisis/ conflict
in two of its news articles. Accordingly, ETV employed a conflict frame on about 2(2.7%) news,
which showed that the conflict frame in ETV news coverage was used rarely. This is presumably
true for the fact that ETV, as a state media outlet, was highly influenced by the government and
ruling party's political elites. Guus Bartholomé et al (2018) assured the type of media outlets that
produced such frames and the political context within which a conflict frame emerges could
influence conflict frame. Bartholomé et al (2018) further stated that conflict frames could be
influenced by journalistic interpretation style and approach, which gave more emphasis on the
clash of political ideology. One of the news was produced on conflict frame (on 4 July 2018)
which indicated the clash occurred between the woreda administration and dwellers of Addis
Ababa in Nifas Silk Lafto Sub-city, Hanna Mariam area:

“1-Gt: PANNVTD PAMIN@- POLG AO1-GC BT NV7 @F o378 A+ T7H1PA 110~
PANR MFTF3 N774.40 NT°WC hiPEPTE I NM4.Miw- 731 - 1010, (HYI°
Dgr 1t 3 PWLE hood(CF Vw1 oo Pd43 PAGN AN 177 A0188C TATA::
PYT9409°5 M- A0, 1PE2F MMATm- LY hl9°1 @P1- FNI°39° 7N 3P4
aGEl NI TFF Novd i MLE NGE1T APTATS FU T IAMPA:: NGovdT
NL..-ow Tt PHTT®D BT ooGELNTm V155 1858401 o084 9Tm3 PINm-i-
IPCEPT oI INT 1-GRT Tl Noomd o5 1% ANTNTF@- 227070 AANPA ::
Ph127 AN1SL< A VIOT BFTF7 ACF7 NT0CH PLELIW-F TL1 AMTHC
AZRTLPTA TAR MNw- vewl 18 751 PLLNV TANNTF A Ma7F VIP ACI°%
Nao@-NE APNE a0 77 AVD-FA "

“The casualities were reportedly sparked by a clash between the Woreda Administration Office
and residents trying to demolish houses that were allegedly built illegally. The Addis Ababa City
Administration stated that three Woreda [district] leaders lost their lives in the conflict. Residents
of Hanamariam and Lebu areas argued, on their part, due to the demolition of their homes this
summer without warning, were subjected to severe problems. Residents said the demolition of
houses, bought through accumulation of wealth over the years, has led them to street dwellers
and urged the government to address the issue. The city administration on its part will continue
to intensify its efforts to bring law enforcement to justice, and he was aslo working to take

appropriate legal action against those responsible for the death of the leaders.”
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ETV discussed the conflict that happened between the Woreda leadership and residents in the
locality known as Hanna Mariam. The news attempted to identify the cause of the conflict-
demolishing of the houses that were considered illegal. The news depicted that the economic and
social consequences of the conflict which claimed the lives of three Worda leaders and created
street dwellers because of the demolition of houses. Using the conflict frame, ETV portrayed that
the conflict happened due to the conflict of interest (economic conflict) between
the Woreda leaders and the community, and tried to incorporate the voices of the victims. The
key informants did not mention the conflict frame employed during the reform period, which
showed that the conflict frame was given less emphasis. This might be because ETV is a state
owned media outlet focused more on politically sensitive issues than that of economic and social
conflicts.

In brief, the news articles organized into the conflict frames portrayed the social and economic
consequences following the conflict that happened between the government (Woreda leaders and
citizens). Even though the conflict news frame was softened which might be influenced by
journalistic interpretation style and approach (Bartholomé et al 2018) s. Above all, in ETV, the

conflict news frame was given less emphasis as compared to other news frames indicated above.

4.2.10. Development news frame

The ETV news articles reported economic-related activities conducted by the government during
the reform period. The development frame characterized the news report which accounted for
2(2.7%) news. This might be because development frames did not exist independently of other
frames in ETV i.e. several development frames appeared in joint with other news frames such as
peace, attribution of responsibility, and political reform. Key informants also agreed that the
development frame was employed to show the extent to which the government exerted its efforts
to improve the livelihoods of citizens through the engagement of megaprojects. The news
reported on 24 September 2018, for instance, mainly employed economic development frame:
GNd.r- Gl AACES N7NAP ANl 297 @OF 1P AFIAGI® PANTY
o012 7% “NPMA ooF0, 7 PANI° L9 PIHIM 1LI° AL.AI°AG Phedh
LICTam3l Ao BAP AhAS 054 ... BU-3 A2E PUICL: PANT PO B5-
Pm-3> 9°C1 N74N70- BLE ANTLTDS P> I°Hd O0FLT NAIT7LD- A 791
PSA 1NNPA PAhe. A" h% heds 1147
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Meaning, “Julio Escolano, an Adviser to the International Monetary Fund's Africa Department
said that Ethiopia has been able to sustain its economic growth even if it is under a state of
political turmoil over the past year. However, he [Julio Escolano] said the country's debt burden
[such as]: lack of export products and the shortage of foreign exchange have posed a challenge to
the economy.”

The extract news employed the development frame to demonstrate Ethiopia has sustained
economic development until this day overcoming the political crisis. ETV quoted Julio Escolano,
an Adviser to the International Monetary Fund's Africa Department, in an attempt to portray that
country's debt burden might impose challenges to economic growth and development. The frame
raised a lack of export products and the shortage of foreign exchange as challenges, which would
affect the economic development of the country. The news depicted the reform being undertaken
would resolve the economic turmoil and ensure sustainable economic growth. The news
emphasized that the efforts of Dr. Abiy Ahmed's government would resolve the economic

development setbacks and ensure sustainable development.

In brief, the employment of the development frame was employed to show the extent to which
the government exerted its efforts to improve the livelihoods of citizens through the engagement
of mega projects and the reform being undertaken. The new frame was designed to demonstrate

Ethiopia has sustained economic development overcoming the political crisis.
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4.3. Political news sources of Ethiopian Television
ETV cited and accredited various news sources as summarized inTable 5 below:

Table 5: News soucres qouted by ETV political reform news

News Sources Freqguency Percent
Government officials and organizations 62 82.7
Intellectuals 4 5.3
Ethiopian Defense Force 3 4.0
Politicians 3 4.0
Ethiopian Inter —religious Council 1 1.3
Ethiopian News Agency(ENA) 1 1.3
Federal Police Commission 1 1.3
Total 75 100

Source: Researcher’s computation, 2019

As shown in Table 5 above, the main sources of news in ETV were government officials and
organizations, which accounted for about 62 (82.7%) news. This might be partly because ETV is
a state-owned media outlet giving much more emphasis on government officials and
organizations, which was confirmed by the key informants. One key informant reasoned out
“government officials, especially the top leaders of the country are the newsmakers [sources] of
ETV dominantly.” Another reason might be the main actors of the political reform were
government officials and organizations. Berger (1985) stated that in “a public broadcaster, the
government can act either as a speaker or as a censor.” Ashenafi (2010) showed that the main
sources of information on print media were government officials. Therefore, the finding of the
study in this case was found quite relevant and pertinent. This confirmed that government
officials and organizations used ETV as “a propaganda machine” of pro-government agendas.
According to Birhanu (2009), ETV is a state-owned media, which became the main advocator of
government agendas for more than half a century. This presumably true that ETV's main sources
of news are government officials and organizations showing it is still pro-government and gives

less emphasis to public issues and ideas as opposed to the government propaganda.
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The intellectuals as sources of news during the political reform were found much lower than that
of the government officials and organizations. Intellectual sources of news in this regard were
accounted for about 4 (5.3%) news. This might be since intellectuals were reluctant to offer their
professional point of view and intellectuals themselves could not be direct sources of political

news production.

Ethiopian Defense Force as sources of the political reform news accounted for about 3 (4%) of
the news articles. This is lower than the intellectual sources of news. Ethiopian Defense Force
has Television Program and ETV gave less attention to use as news sources unless there were
issues contain the national issues. Like the Ethiopian Defense Force, the politicians as sources of
news shared about 3 (4%) news. Today, politicians are reluctant to provide their point of view on

one hand and might have multiple access to several media outlets.

Ethiopian News Agency (ENA), Federal Police Commission and Ethiopian Inter-religious
Council were found the lowest each of which shared 1 (1.3%) news as sources of ETV. ETV
suspended the contractual agreement with ENA some years ago could be one reason to use it as a
significant news source. Federal Police Commission has its Television Program just like
Ethiopian Defense Force making the lowest ETV news sources during the political reform

initiated by the new Premier Dr. Abiy Ahmed since April 2018.

In short, the ETV news sources mainly relied on government officials and organizations and did
not explore political news from other sources of the spectrum.
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CHAPER FIVE

SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

5.1.  Summary

The general objective of the present study was to analyze the political news articles on the
current political refroms in Ethiopia. The study employed mixed methods to undertake the
analysis of primary and secondary data collected from ETV news. A purposive sampling
technique was employed to collect news covering the reform period from 02 March 2018 to 02

March 2019 on the political reforms in Ethiopia. Hence, 75 political news were selected for

analysis. Content analysis and in-depth interviews were utilized to collect and analyze data.
Major findings of the study:

e The major themes of the political news articles on the current political reforms were
political reform, peace and stability, PM discussions with the public, institutional reform,
bilateral relations, conflict, laws amendment, and others. The political reform theme was
the most dominant followed by the peace and stability theme.

e The frames employed in reporting the current political reform were political reforms
frame, peace frame, attribution of responsibility frame, economic cooperation frame,
political, attribution of responsibility and peace frame, ethnic conflict and attribution of
responsibility frame, institutional reform frame, development, peace and attribution of

responsibility frame, conflict frame, development frame, and other frames.

e The dominant sources of the Ethiopian Televisionused while reporting on the current
political reform were government officials and organizations. They accounted for about

83% of the news articles.
The political reform thematic news was found dominant which accounted for about 26.7% of
news. It was followed by the peace and stability news which had about 25.3%. Prime Minister's
discussions with the public took the share of 14.7% of the news and the institutional reform 8%
of the news as well. The bilateral relation and conflict news each of which possessed 6.7% and

the lowest percentage share (2.7%) was taken by-laws™ amendment. The news theme mainly
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discussed issues on the ruling party and the government. The social and economic news was
covered when the editorial believes that they had political values. The ETV news, in most cases,
favored the government political agenda and policy whereas it disregarded the voice of

opposition political parties and the public.

Likewise, the political reform frame was the highest frame, which accounted for about 26.7% of
the news. The peace frame, which took 20.7% of the news, was the second-largest frame, while
the attribution of responsibility frame shared 10.7% of the news. The economic cooperation
frame; and the political, attribution of responsibility and peace frame each of which shared 8%
of the news, whereas the ethnic conflict and attribution of responsibility frame and the
institutional reform frame received 6.7% each. The development, peace, and attribution of
responsibility frame took the percentage share of 5.3%. The rest conflict frame and development
frame each of which shared 2% of the news was found the lowest. The finding revealed that most
news was framed to portray the efforts of the government to successfully realize the reform to
improve the livelihoods of citizens, build democracy, respect human and democratic rights,
sustain the overall economic development of the country. It was found that news was framed to
depict the efforts of the new Prime Minister, Dr. Abiy Ahmed, especially through the PM new
political thought, Medemer, to resolve internal political differences peacefully as well as
neighboring countries including restoration of diplomatic relation with Eritrea after 20 years

stalemate.

The dominant sources that ETV quoted and accredited were government officials and
organizations, which accounted for about 83%. This confirmed that government officials and
organizations used ETV as “a propaganda machine” of government agenda. ETV is a state-
owned media, which became the main advocator of government agendas. Hence, ETV a pro-
government media outlet and gives less emphasis to public issues and ideas. The second-largest
news sources were intellectuals, which occupied about 5.3%, while the Ethiopian Defense Force
and politicians received 3% of each. However, the Ethiopian Inter-religious council, Ethiopian
News Agency, and Federal Police Commission were found the lowest news sources each shared

1.3% news articles.
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5.2.  Conclusion

As per the findings of the analysis on selected 75 ETV political news (02 March 2018- 02 March
2019), it was found that ETV gave much more emphasis on reporting on the political reforms
undertaken under the leadership of the new Prime Minister Dr. Abiy Ahmed. The study found
that the ETV news theme mainly discussed issues on the ruling party and the government and
ignored the voices of the opposition elements and the public. Most news was framed to portray
the efforts of the government to successfully realize the reform to improve the livelihoods of
citizens, build democracy, respect human and democratic rights, and sustain the overall
economic development of the country. Most frames depicted the new Prime Minister, Dr. Abiy
Ahmed, as a “personality cult” especially through the PM new political thought, Medemer, to
ensure peace and stability within the country as well as neighboring countries mainly the

restoration of diplomatic relation with Eritrea.

The study revealed that ETV was the main advocator of government reform, which was
confirmed by the fact that around 83% of its news sources were government officials and

organizations. Hence, other sources of news were given low priorities and attention.

Generally, the thematic issues and the frames employed in the political reform news reflect the
interest of the government's basic reform agendas. ETV political reports showed that issues
drifting from the interest of the government were not given much attention. Public opinions and
complaints were ignored. The new Prime Minister, Dr. Abiy Ahmed, speeches and remarks were
given special attention. Hence, the themes and the frames employed favored the government
reform agenda. What is more, ETV news sources mainly relied on government officials and
organizations indicating the media outlet did not carry out its responsibility in serving the public

diligently.

88 |Page



5.3.

Recommendations

Based on the findings of the study, the following innovative recommendations were given:

5.4.

ETV should conduct an assessment on the framing of the current political reform news
and how it is perceived at the grass-root level, the public, the contending political parties,
and civic societies;

ETV political reform news framing should portray not only the interests and sayings of
the governmental bodies and ruling parties but also the voice of the opposition elements
and the general public; in this way, it is possible to build the credibility of the media and
improve the profession of journalism;

ETV political reform news framing should not mainly be crafted on the speech of the
newly elected Prime Minister and his entourages; it should be framed as per the
reflections of politicians, the intellectuals, civic societies, and professional associations;
The major themes of the current political reform news should incorporate the ideas and
sayings of the public as most themes are focusing only on spectacular of the government
actors and changes took place at federal levels and regional government;

Relying mainly on the government officials and government organizations would affect
the credibility and competitiveness of the media outlet, and violate the ethical codes of
journalism such as fairness, objectivity, balance, reliability, and responsibility. Therefore,
much attention should be given to widening its news sources to some other spectrums
especially the public at large and carrying out its responsibility in serving the public
diligently.

Implications for future studies

The researcher recommends that further studies would be useful in the areas of political news

image and video, and appropriateness of their uses. As the news frames were mainly on pro-

government that would affect the credibility and competitiveness, there should be further

investigations to have better framing approach of ETV news. It is also important to undertake a

comparative study between ETV news frames versus FBC, Walta, etc, and come up with better

recommendations. It is also important to conduct researches on ETV political news frames

versus privately owned media outltes. The researcher firmly believes that the study would be a

point of departure for the framing approach of ETV news to be one of the vibrant media outlets

in the years to come.
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APPENDIXES

Appendix 1: Content validity index relevance rate outcome

Rating scale: (1). the item is not relevant; (2). the item is somewhat relevant; (3). the item is

quite relevant; and (4). the item is highly relevant.

R.No. | Items Level of relevance
D @ (3) &)

The objectives of the research is clearly stated (1) (2) (3) (4)

2 | The research questions are clear and derived from | (1) (2) (3) (4)
the specific objectives of the research

3 | The methodology of the research is stated clearlv (1) (2) (3) (4
The meaning of every item in theresearch is clear | (1) (2) (3) (4)

5 | The themes of the articlesnews are clearly (1) (2) (3) 4
indicated

6 | The frames of the news are clearlv identified and (1) (2) (3) 4
differentiated

7 | The sources of the news are clear and free of (1) (2) (3) (4)
ambiguities

8 | The measurement scale used for here is (1) (2) (3) (4)
appropriate

9 | The word counting of the articlesnews is clear for | (1) (2) (3) 4
analvsis
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Theme Professional | Professional Professionals I-CVI1 TA
1 2 in agreement (100%)
The assignment of the new Prime Minister{PM) 1 1 - 1 1
. . 1 1 2 1 1
The release of political prisoners
The Prime Minister Discussion with people in the 1 1 2 1 1
country and abroad
. . 1 1 2 1 1
The reshuffling of cabinets
Political reform 1 1 2 1 1
Institutional reforms 1 1 2 1 1
The peace deal with Eritrea 1 1 2 1 1
Economic cooperation and bilateral relations with 1 1 2 1 1
countries
The entrance of opposition parties and armed 1 1 2 1 1
intransigents
The removal of parties from the terrorist list 1 1 2 1 1
Amendments of law 1 1 2 1 1
National consensus 0 0 0 0 0
Peaceful coexistence 1 1 2 2 1
S- CVI/Ave 0.92
Proportion relevance 0.92 0.92 S-CVI/UA 0.92
Average proportion of items evaluated by two professionals 0.92
Frame Professional | Professional Professionals I-CVI TA
1 2 in agreement (100%)
. . 1 1 2 1 1
Bilateral relation
Conflict 1 1 2 1 1
Institutional reform 1 1 2 1 1
Peace and stability 0 0 0 0 0
PM discussions with people of different parts of the 1 1 2 1 1
country
Political reform 1 1 2 1 1
Attribution of responsibility 1 1 2 1 1
Economic cooperation 1 1 2 1 1
Development 1 1 2 1 1
Institutional reform 1 1 2 1 1
Complex categories 1 1 2 1 1
Other 1 1 2 1 1
S- CVI/Ave 091
Proportion relevance 091 091 S-CVI/UA 0.91
Average proportion of items evaluated by two professionals 091
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Appendix 2: Coding guide sheet

A.
1.

10.
. Theme Category

Frame Category
Political reform frame- if the news deals with political related reforms such as change

of ideology as well as well as the release of political prisoners.

Reform frame: if the news entertains the institutional reform such as changes made on
for instance on democratic institutions, security forces, national electoral board of
Ethiopia, office of the ombudsman, etc.

Peace reform: if the news focused on the peace deals conducted between (among)
governmental bodies and opposition parties, dissidents, normalizing bilateral relationship
with neighboring Eritrea.

Ethnic-conflict frame: if the news is about the conflict between ethnic group after the
commencement of the reform.

Conflict frame: if the news reflects disagreement between parties, individuals, groups, or
countries other than the ethnic-conflicts.

Economic cooperation frame: if the news deals with bilateral or multi-lateral economic
cooperation with countries, organizations

Development frame: if the news or article raises the issue of economic wellbeing and
quality of life of individuals, communities, and nations as well as the construction and
access of social infrastructures schools, health centers, roads, factories, access to
electricity, water supplies, job creation, and so on.

Attribution of responsibility frame: if the news suggests solutions that should be taken
at the government levels, groups, individuals, or organizations take to alleviate
problems related to peace and stability at community, regional and national level.

Other frame: if the news comes up with none of the above thematic areas or frames.

Complex frame: If the news is a combination of two or more the above stated frames

1. Assignment of the new Prime Minister (PM): The House of Peoples Representatives
assigned Abiy Ahmed (Ph.D.) as the Prime Minister of Ethiopia.

2. Release of political prisoners: The new Primer released political prisoners.

3. PM discussion with people in the country and abroad: The new Premier discussed with

public representatives in Somali, Tigray, Amhara, Southern Nations, Nationalities, and

Peoples regarding the government reforms in the political, and economic affairs of the
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10.

11.

country. He laso discussed with international communities and friendly governments in the
area of strengthening economic cooperation and bilateral relation.

Reshuffling of cabinets: News ministries such as the Ministry of Peace, and the Ministry
of Revenues emerged. Some dissolved as Government Communication affairs and the
Ministry of Federal Affairs. Some merged with other Ministries. New cabinet members
took the Council of Ministers and took the ministerial positions.

People’s Revolutionary Democratic Front (EPRDF) over the Dergue Regime.

Political reform: Political prisoners were released. Journalists who detained with false
accusations were also set free. EPRDF itself was transformed from the front into
Prosperity Party. State-owned companies were decided to partially or fully liberalize to
domestic and foreign investors. The Liberal system seemed to be expanding.

Economic and institutional reforms: This included revitalizing the stagnated Grand
Renaissance Dam, sugar projects, road projects, import and export systems, combating
inflation, and rescue the public from skyrocketing price of consumable goods, strict
measures on foreign loans, and financial systems, etc. Institutions were also reformed to
improve service delivery and boost the economy.

Peace deal with Eritrea: Negotiations were undertaken between Ethiopia and Eritrea to
restore the economic and diplomatic relations.

Economic cooperation and bilateral relations with countries: Economic cooperation
and bilateral relations between Ethiopia and neighboring countries and beyond widened
and deepened. Investment flows and projects to be implemented ahead from various
countries growing. Relationship with international funding organizations such as the
African Development Bank, World Bank, and International Monetary Fund strengthened.
Ethiopian citizens detained in various countries were released.

Entrance of opposition parties and armed groups: Opposition parties residing in the
country and abroad and those that resorted to struggle through the barrel of gunpowder
such as Oromo Liberation Front, Patriotic-Ginbot7, Ogaden National Liberation Front, and
several others entered into the country for peaceful struggle.

Parties erased from the terrorist list: Parties such as Oromo Liberation Front, Patriotic-
Ginbot7, Ogaden National Liberation Front were removed from the country's list of

terrorist organizations.
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12. Amendments of law: Proclamations such as Anti-terrorism, charities and societies',

election and various others were amended.

13. National consensus: Discussions were held with public representatives, political parties,

intellectuals, civic societies, trade unions, youth associations, artists and military personnel,

etc to identify issues and come up with solutions regarding socio-economic and political

improvements. Discussions were also held with domestic and foreign companies to identify

and improve the economic bottlenecks and create job opportunities for youths around the

country.

14. Peaceful coexistence: Peace should be ensured among ethnic groups, religious elements,

and sects as well as economic and political interests. The new PM thus introduced the

philosophical thought of what is called “Medemer”(synergy) and addressing the nation

widely to ensure peace and stability throughout the country.

C. Source Category

1.

Government sources: This includes office of the Prime Minister, public relation
offices of regions and city administrations.

National Defense Force: Only considers sources obtained from the Federal Defense
Forces of Ethiopia.

Federal Police Commission: only considers sources obtained from Federal Police
Commission of Ethiopia.

Ethiopian News Agency (ENA): Articles or news produced by ENA.

Intellectuals: news or articles produced by experts residing both in Ethiopia and
abroad who were interviewed regarding the socio-economic and political.

Politicians: news or articles released by politicians.

Inter-Religious counsel of Ethiopia: news releases or conferences obtained from
inter religious counsel of Ethiopia.
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Appendix 3: Leading questions for key informants™ interview

Background
e What types of news are on the air in ETV?

e Which types of news are dominant (Economic, political, social, sport and other
entertainment news)?
e What about the political news? Are they dominant or less common?
o What political news are made/produced?
o Can you tell me their features?
o Can you tell me the gist of their topics?
e Do you think that the principles of Ethical Journalism are observed? In terms of
o Fairness?
o Objectivity?
o Reliability?
o Balanced?
o Responsibility?
e What is your understanding of the political news in ETV in general?
e How does a medium cover the political news in the current reforms?
e Do you think your political news reports had influence on the target audience?
Themes
e What were the most common themes in your political news in the current reform?
e How much relevant do you think are the selected themes for the audiences regarding

the political issues you covered.

Sources
e What/ who were the sources while producing political related news?
Frames

e How do you construct your political news on the current political reforms?
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Appendix 4: List of key informants

R. No Full Name Sex | Level of education Position Place of work
1. Abayneh Tilahun M MA in journalism Editor- in- chief ETV
2. Demisie Mekuriaw M BA Degree Reporter ETV
3. | Seid Muhie M MA in Journalism | Channel Manager ETV
4. Tigist Yeshaneh F MA in Journalism Reporter ETV
5. | Asmamaw Ayenew M MA in Journalism Reporter ETV
6. Ermias Getachew M MA in Journalism | Executive Officer ETV
7. Solomon Tsegaye M BA Degree Senior Editor ETV
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Appendix 5: Results of inter coder reliability

Directions for coders

My name is Hunachew Taye. | am a postgraduate student at Addis Ababa University School of Communication and Journalism conducting

my research entitled A study on News Framing of the Current Political Reform: Ethiopian Television(ETV) in Focus in partial fulfillment

for the requirements of Master of Arts Degree in Broadcast Journalism. | therefore kindly request you to code the 15 news or article that is

randomly selected out of 75 news selected for the analysis. Your coding consists of two categories- themes and frames. Please, see the

attached coding guide: Rating scale: 1 if you agree, 0 if you disagree. Discussion is allowed between the coders, and reaches an agreement.

Article themes and frames 112/3/4/5|/6(7|8]9|10 |11 |12 |13 |14 |15 | Agreement | Agreement | Coding
N1 N2 decision
agreement of
the two
coders (M)
Coding decision of coder 1(N1) (1|0(1|0f21|1(0|0Of2|1 |O |O |O |O |1 |7 6 13

Coding decision of coder2(N2) (1|01 (0|212|1|1(0(0|0 (O |O (O |O |1

Number of articles coded(N1) 15
Number of articles coded(N2) 15
Total(N1+N2) 30
Coefficient of Reliability= 2(13)/ 15+15= 26/30=0.87

2M/N1+N2
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Appendix 6: Sreeenshot from SPSS Version 20

File Edit View Data Transform Analyze DirectMarketing Graphs Utilities Add-ons Window Help

SHE @M o~ B2 i BE B 5

1 Visible: 7 of 7 Variables
Date Theme Frame Source Pages | Wordscounting | Wordpercent var var var var var var var var var var var var v
1 2-Mar-18 Political ref...  Poli reform govt 3 459 90 [«
2 14-Apr-18 PM discus... Poli+att+pea govt 4 527 60
3 19-Apr-18 Political ref...  Poli reform govt 2 213 85
4 21-Apr-18 PM discus... Poli+att+pea govt 2 387 56
5 29-Apr-18  Bilateral re Economic _.. govt 2 246 100
B 1-May-18 Other Attri of respo govt 1 76 75
7 5-May-18 Paolitical ref... Poli+att+pea govt 3 329 60
8 6-May-18  Bilateral re Economic ... govt 1 112 95
9 21-May-18 Political ref . Other frame dforce 1 52 90
10 26-May-18 Political ref...  Poli reform govt 2 194 100
1 29-May-18 Political ref...  Poli reform govt 3 426 86
12 5-Jun-18 Political ref...  Poli reform govt 3 367 100
13 7-Jun-18  Bilateral re Economic ... govt 1 120 90
14 12-Jun-18 Institutiona... Reform frame govt 2 215 100
15 15-Jun-18 Other  Other frame d force 3 440 100
16 20-Jun-18 PM discus... Poli+att+pea govt 4 479 60
17 22-Jun-18 PM discus... Dwvt+pea+att govt 3 364 36
18 26-Jun-18 Other  Other frame f police 1 127 100
19 30-Jun-18 Political ref...  Other frame govt 1 180 100
20 2-Jul-18 Peace and... Peace frame govt 3 314 90
21 4-Jul-18 | Institutiona... Reform frame govt 2 263 100
22 10-Jul-18 PM discus... Dwvt+pea+att govt 2 307 45
23 14-Jul-18 PM discus... Dwt+peatatt ENA 3 395 13
24 20-Jul-18 Political ref...  Other frame govt 1 129 100
25 24-Jul-18 Peace and... Peace frame govt 4 444 100
26 28-Jul-18 Conflict Ethn.conf+... govt 1 185 100
27 T-Aug-18 Peace and... Peace frame govt 2 159 100
28 27-Aug-18  Institutiona... Reform frame govt 2 287 100
29 28-Aug-18 Peace and... Peace frame govt 4 612 100 =
_ |' |

Data View Variable View

IBM SPS5 Statistics Processor is ready
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