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ABSTRACT

The overriding purpose of this study was to exantine national and international press
coverage of Ethiopia’s decision to construct theRBGEproject on the Nile River. Theories of
agenda setting, framing and political economy o$sn@edia have been employed as theoretical
frameworks for this study. Drawing on a six-morgkttial data, an analysis and interpretation of
three newspapers, one from each major Eastern idis&gn member countries (i.e., Ethiopia,
Egypt and Sudan) was conducted. Besides, threermaftts, one from each of the
aforementioned countries were selected and inteede to triangulate the information gained
via content analysis.

The result of the study revealed thddis Zemerhas provided an exceedingly considerable
amount of coverage for the GERD project thdrmAhram WeeklyandSudan Visiomewspapers.
Development and diplomacy were found to be theuredy reported themes. Government
officials were employed as major sources of infdramg simultaneously. The media generally
covered the dam positively or neutrally. The seéqiress outlets mostly framed the GERD in
terms of economic consequences, diagnostic, mugeaéfit and prognostic frames. Political
challenge was found to be a major problem, whilkgonal consensus, electricity generation and

bi(multi)lateral relations improvements were idé&at as major opportunities.

What is more, the press coverage on the GERD prsiemvs that those three newspapers have
had a tendency towards favoring their country’siomatl interest over the handling of this
supranational issue, i.e., the dam. Based on tiiy st couple of recommendations that might

help to lessen the limitations of the press argesigd.
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Chapter One

Introduction

1.1. Background of the Study

The Nile River is the longest international river the world, with an approximate length of
6,671 kilometers from its remotest source in theidqgrial Lakes Region (namely Burundi's
Ruvyironza River) and it runs through south to hodirection before emptying into the
Mediterranean Sea (Swain, 2004). But recently, \ased length estimate of 6,718km was
established in 2006 as the Nile’s furthest tribytéine Rukarara, which springs in the Nyungwe
forest, Rwanda (Dumont, 2009). Nile, in its lengtloyage crosses ten countries; but currently
the number of riparian countries has reached 11Sasth Sudan already seceded as an
independent state at the beginning of 2011. Thesésuppose South Sudan as constant here in
this study) Nile riparian countries are normallgsdified as lower riparian (Sudan and Egypt)

and upper riparian (includes all the rest) coustrie

Great effort has been made in the past severa$ yeatevelop an all-Nile consultation so as to
set up cooperative Nile-based organizations anidnesgsuch as Hydromet/1967-1992/, Undugu
(Swahili for ‘brotherhood’)/1983-1993/ and the Tawmal Cooperation Committee for the
Promotion of the Development and Environmental &odn of the Nile BasifTECCONILE)
/1992-1999 (Erlich, 2002; Kinfe, 1999EC). Howevtirese efforts were unsuccessful because
they were not inclusive and did not consider tiglts of all riparian countries equitably. Even
the role of Ethiopia in these multilateral Nile adiscussions was negligible, where its role was

limited to the status of an observer.



Regarding the effort that has been made and tleeofolhe organizations that were set-up, the
notable and favored one as 'promising'’ to this atiee NBI that foundedn February 221999

in Dar es Salaam (Tanzania). Unlike its predeces#ussprganization secured the membership
of all the Nile riparian states but Eritrea (stéil observer). The ministers of water affairs otéhe
nine countries jointly stated their “shared visforwhich was to “achieve sustainable
socioeconomic development through the equitablezation of, and benefit from, the common
Nile basin water resources” (Erlich, 2002, p.2IB)is insightful ‘shared vision’ may enable
these countries to achieve ‘win-win’ solutions tgh a joint program to utilize the river in a
cooperative manner, share economic benefits, awodngie collective regional peace and

security.

Both the lower riparian countries, Egypt and Su(specially the former), exploited much of
the Nile waters since time immemorial; while thepepriparian countries including Ethiopia, a
major contributor of the river, are limited to thee of a fraction of it for hydropower purposes
alone (Kinfe, 1999EC). However, it is believed tliite development of the River Nile in
Ethiopia has the potential to contribute signifityano poverty reduction, meet domestic power
and food demands, and become a cornerstone ofuee fithiopian export strategy” (cited in
Erlich, 2002, p.7). The recently launched Granddgtian Renaissance Dafformerly known as
the ‘X’ project and Millennium Danproject with a height of 145 metres and 63 billmrbic
metres water reservoir capacity is a good examplgsblf, which is expected to generate 6,000

Megawatts of hydroelectric power when it complatethe coming five years.

Having mentioned some points about the existingdad past trends regarding the utilization of

the Nile water resources, this paper has triechtestigate how the national and international



print media covered the GERD project. In the comerary era of globalization, mass media
play a great role either constructively or adversel both in a country’s development projects.
According to Street (2001, p.231), for exampleg“thedia have power and media power is now
almost a commonplace of modern commentary, becusemplicitly or explicitly assumed

powerful.”

Globalizing tendencies are reducing the distinctass of any particular national variant of
media content this time (McQuail, 2005; Watson &,H1006). Due to this fact, it is difficult to
take a ‘distinct shape of African media amidst ause of national variations and global
influences’ (Ndlela, 2009, pp.55-6). Despite theballenges, however, media in Africa are
widely regarded as having the potential to contebw the exercise of the communication of
political information and the achievement of susthie development goals (Wasserman, 2011).
So as to realize these objectives properly, Mukbai2§10) argues that the media need to be at

the forefront of guiding the public agenda throagkering reliable information.

It can be said that in understanding media corgrdtrelated aspects, we need to understand the
“politics” of journalistic practice: why this storgnd why that image? And perhaps more
importantly, we need to understand corporate pslitand the interests and influences that
circulate around the hub of media (Street, 2001gabse facts are sometimes distorted for
political advantage inter alia (Greenfield, 200P)e media, of course do not simply report what
is going on in the political arena or developmerdetivities around them in a neutral and
impartial way. Thus, media ‘biases’ are of key pcdil importance. According to McNair (2003,

pp.12-3), “this is true for both print and broadoaedia”. Hence, an investigation on the role of



media particularly in their coverage of nationadasupranational issues requires a cautious

scrutiny.

1.2. Statement of the Problem

Water is one of the most precious resources foramubeings; as it is an indispensable natural
resource for the survival of mankind. Even to somater is the very ‘lifeblood’ of the world.
From time immemorial, the availability of water hdstermined the rhythms of daily life in
many regions (Swain, 2004; de Loe & Bjornlund, 20ABdel-Gawad, 2008). However, out of
the total volume of water available on our plaregtith, which is estimated to be 1.41 billion
cubic kilometers (kr¥), 98 percent is not usable by humans since ibusd in the saltwater of
the oceans, inland seas and deep underground [§8smas, 2004). Yet most of the remaining, 2
percent of fresh water is stored in ice caps, gltaciin the soil and atmosphere and in living
things. In contrast, with increasing global popiglatand mankind’s pursuit for a better life, the
demand for scarce water resource is continuingh¢oease (Ibid.). This, coupled with lower
supplies of freshwater due to possible global d@rghange, threatens altered rainfall patterns

and increasingly frequent extreme weather everggéPet al., 2006; Connor et al., 2008).

As Swain (2004) further pointed out, though laked gavers are the main sources of fresh water
for human consumption, in the tropical and aricharevhere most of the world population lives,
they are unevenly distributed. Consequently, thaicoally deteriorating scarcity and unequal
distribution of the water resources together withasgive population growth, rapid
industrialization, hasty urbanization, increasingri@ltural activities, acute demand for
hydropower generation and high rate of evaporatioinonly poses a threat to the survival and

prosperity of the current and future generations,diso might cause tension and possibly war



between countries; even if as Swain (2004) statespst instances such happenings will depend
on various additional factors like time, risk, add power asymmetry assessments among the
riparian countries. Thus, “achieving sustainablenaggement of the quantity and quality of
freshwater is both a high priority and a seriouslleimge for most countries worldwide” (cited in

Norton et al., 2008, p.234).

One among these international rivers, for instarecéhe Nile River which is the focus of this
study. As a matter of fact the River Nile is knofan its hub of disagreements among riparian
countries. Egypt, for instance, claims that: “Hep foreign policy priority has always been to
safeguard the natural, acquired and historicaltsigin the uninterrupted flow of the Nile water”
(Yacob, 1997, p.15) as it is an arid country theateives about 98% of its fresh water from the
Nile, originating outside its international bordgsbdel-Gawad, 2008) and Egypt itself has
almost no rain (Erlich, 2002). Opposing to the Bgmps age-old dictum (“Egypt is the gift of
Nile”), Kinfe (1997, p. 8) asks that “Egypt may thee gift of the Nile but is not the Nile also a
gift to the countries where it originates and framere it carries rich alluvial soil to the terraced
fields of Aswan?” Kinfe's question seems not simpllyout articulating the right of upper

riparian countries and justice only, but also abuoatality too.

For centuries, Egypt has sought to be the MastethefNile - seeking to tame the river's
unpredictable flow and ensure exclusive controlrotgeuse. But today, upper riparian countries
are challenging this dominance and are pushing fgreater say and greater share of the River
Nile (Aljazeera English Online, 07 June 2011). $ipeadly, in the case of Ethiopia, Haggai

Erlich (2002, p.7) has written, ‘after centuriesinofernal wars and underdevelopment during



which the Ethiopians did not have the resourcestitze the Nile, they are now determined to

use it for Ethiopia’.

Consequently, “Ethiopia, the major contributor he flow of the Nile, has risen to the forefront
in water resources development in Africa. In purguits objective of economic development
and poverty alleviation it is trying to retain ada share of its crossboundary water, which
constitutes more than 90 percent of its renewabkkhfvater resources”(cited in Kloos & Worku,
2010, pp.2-3). That is why in the ongoing developtrstrategy of Ethiopia, water is seen as a
key resource for development, especially in therbgictric power and agricultural sectors
(cited in Yacob, 2007). Towards this aim, MinistfyWater Resources (MoWR, now renamed
as Ministry of Water and Energy) of Ethiopia, sumizes the overall objectives of the national
water resources management policy lucidly as: “hbamce and promote all national efforts
towards the efficient, equitable, and optimum métion of the available water resources of
Ethiopia for significant socio-economic developmentsustainable basis” (MOWR, 2001, p.1).
The National Water Act provides the legal framewéok utilizing the water resources of the

country in an efficient and sustainable way.

Ethiopia has 123 billion cubic meters of annualgitable water resources, the highest amount
in the entire Eastern Nile basin region (Yacob,J0Despite this abundant physical availability
of water, however, the country is faced with wagearcity (Swain, 2004). Therefore, unlike the
traditionally perceived view where water scarcgyconsidered as the problem of arid and semi-
arid countries, today this understanding has chhngecause as Kulindwa and Lein (2008, p.3)
put it: “water scarcity is a term linking availabyl of water with use, implying that regions with

ample available water resources may face watercisgaiVater scarcity is the result of the



interplay between resource availability, consumpfpatterns and the (mis-)management of the
resources.” Thus, abundant availability of watesotegces per se cannot guarantee sufficient

water accessibility.

As noted above, Ethiopia has been facing ‘waterc#garepeatedly most probably as a result of
lack of capacity to use the available water, poatewmanagement and partly climatic changes.
This in turn impeded socio-economic developmerthefcountry to a larger extent. As a result,
it is estimated that around half of the Ethiopiapylation lives in “absolute poverty” (cited in

Gebremedhin, 2006). In light of this, one reasoaablggestion stated that “It is not the amount
of water resources available that determines pgVevels in a country, but the effectiveness of
how you use those resources” (cited in Yohanne33,20. 2). To tackle the issue of poverty in a
sustainable manner, as MoWR of Ethiopia stressezl,country gives more emphasis for the

building of multipurpose projects such as irrigatemd hydropower (MoWR, 2001).

The GERD is one of these large hydropower projedtsch is currently under construction and
expected to be completed in 2017. The dam’s tamastruction cost is estimated to be about 80
billion Birr or 4.8 billion US dollars, which is @ected to be wholly financed by the Ethiopian

government and citizens’, according to official sms.

This project, however, triggers a mix of feeling3n the one hand, it creates hope among
Ethiopians for a better future; breaks the psyawloef impossibility both internally and
externally; instigates citizens to strengthen trantribution for the accomplishment of the
project. Of course, “the Great Millennium Dam, fhegest dam on the continent, continues to

receive tremendous public support since the plasmmwade public” (Capital, 17 April 2011). In



contrast, however, “some see the launching of @ dt this particular time as a deliberate
attempt by Ethiopian officials to divert the pubdittention from political turmoil that is raging in

the Arab world” (Capital, 10 April 2011). It als@des external condemnation from different
parties mainly Egypt, even if we are witnessingdgriamic policy shift” toward Nile basin

following the downfall of Hosni Mubarak’s regimen#ronmental lobbyists and other groups
who have ‘a special interest’ in the region alstaize the project for its supposed impact on the
environment, social (such as displacement of peaptk inhabitants), political and economic

reasons.

And, at the middle of these conflicting views, btite national and international media can play
a great role in the political communication througipporting or opposing the agenda or by
setting their own agenda instead, by framing sospecets of the issue/GERD and make it more
salient in their outlets. As to the researcher’svdedge, in the Eastern Nile basin context, no
research has been done in examining media covefabage dam constructions on the Nile

River. So this knowledge gap attracted the researtchconduct a study by taking a specific case
(i.e., the GERD project), which aims at assessiog lthe national and international press

covered this magnanimous project. Thus, this issezgls to be investigated and this research to

do just that.

1.3. Objectives of the Study

1.3.1. General Objective
The general objective of this study was to anatyeenational and international press coverage

of Ethiopia’s decision to construct the GERD on lthle River.



1.3.2. Specific Objectives

The study has also the following specific objedive

A) To assess the major themes of the stories, typssun€es and their tones given
coverage by théddis Zemen, Al Ahram WeeklgdSudan Visiomewspapers;

B) To identify the dominant challenges and opportesittthiopia has faced vis-a-vis
its decision to build the GERD;

C) To assess the main focus of the target newspajpetkeir coverage of the GERD;

D) To examine whether or not the target newspaper&raege of the GERD project

was similar or different with the policies of thgiovernments.

1.4. Research Questions

This study considered the following research qoesti

1. How did theAddis Zemen, Al Ahram WeekigdSudan Visiomewspapers cover the
GERD project on the Nile River?

2. What were the major themes of the stories, typeoofces used, and their tone of
reporting in the target newspapers’ coverage of2B&D project?

3. What were the predominant challenges and oppoisriithiopia faced in relation to its
decision to build the GERD on the Nile River, asared by the target newspapers?

4. How similar or different was the target newspapeoerage of the GERD project with

the policies of their governments?



1.5. Significance of the Study
The result of this study would shed some light lo& general trend and role of the media in its
coverage of the issue. Since there has not beemanogl study made on the issue so far, this

study can provide an inception for further studiegelated issues.

The outcome of the study will be of considerablpamance to Ethiopia in relation to designing
a strategic public relations work toward media lesuand other concerned parties on the Nile
basin issue. Besides, the output of the study nhsy laelp the country to recognize its weak

spots and thereby take corrective measures inaeld its shortcomings.

In a similar vein, it is hoped that media orgarni@a in general and the selected media
institutions in particular, will benefit from theutcome of the study. The study can provide these
media an opportunity to reflect upon their experesnof reporting and to strive for living up to
the canons of journalism in their execution of thdaily activities. Besides, Nile basin
stakeholders, researchers, policymakers, and ddhatsmay involve in funding big projects
shall also benefit in getting valuable informatifsom the results of the study and this in turn

may help them make sound decisions.

1.6. Scope of the Study

The scope of the study is limited to the print (spaper) media; for which purpose three
newspapers were selected from the Eastern Nilen ba&mber countries, namely, Ethiopia
(Addis Zzemen Egypt @I Ahram Weeklyand the SudarBdan VisiopThe study thus examines

the coverage of these selected newspapers wittintkeeframe starting from March 30, 2011 to

September 25, 201bn the decision of Ethiopia to construct the GERBjgxt on the Nile river

10



basin. Therefore, the study does not include asgsasnent on the coverage of broadcast media

(radio, television), and other print media optisash as magazines.

1.7. Limitations of the Study

Though this study involves a combination of bothamfitative content analysis and in-depth
interview, it inclined toward the former. But thesesuch limitation that content analysis lacks
depth especially in terms of revealing the impacthe media outlets on its audiences. For
example Gunter (2000) argues that quantitativeesunénalyses tend to be purely descriptive
accounts of the characteristics of media outputafteh make few inferences in advance about
the potential significance of their findings in tbentext of what they reveal about the impact of

media content on audiences.

The study encompasses two (pro-) government newsp@udis ZememndAl Ahram Weekly

and one independent/private newspap@udan Vision from Ethiopia, Egypt and Sudan,
respectively. Though it seems important and helpduinclude representative samples from
broadcast media, in terms of enriching the resefamdimgs, it was not so mainly due to time and

resource constraints.
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Chapter Two

Review of Related Literature
This part portrays a review of various issues egldb the topic. Besides that other issues like
agenda-setting theory, framing theory and politeabnomy of mass media were discussed

serving as a basis of theoretical frameworks far study.

2.1. An Overview of the Nile River

International rivers do not respect the nationahfiers across which they flow or the political

boundaries of countries (Swain, 2004; Kindiki, 2DI0he term international or transboundary
watercourse refers to the condition when riversshigred at least between two or more riparian
countries. In this context, according to Swain @08nd Manson (2004), there are nearly 260
transboundary rivers worldwide and more than 4@grof the world’s population is directly

dependent upon the fresh water of these rivers.

While in the African context, the continent has 08® major transboundary river and lake
basins (Okurut & Othero, 2010). Again, 90 perceinthe continent’s freshwater resources are
contained in transboundary river basins and alscertftan 75 percent of Africa’s population
lives on these transboundary rivers. Hence, comdpasth other continents, African countries
are by far the most interdependent on shared toamsiary water resources (Van Wyk, 2010).
The Nile River is one of the aforementioned intéioral river basins, which is shared by at least

ten African countries.
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The term Nile comes from the Greek word "Nelios€aming River Valley. The Nile valley is
one of the oldest places in the world where itdeamtdnhabitants begun a cradle of civilization,
thereby creating ancient polities and empires the Pharaonic civilization of Egypt, ancient
Sudanese state of Merowe and the Aksumite Empir@nofent Ethiopia, firmly rooted in the
Nile basin (Yacob, 2007). The Nile waters systemmstgis of numerous tributaries and
headwater lakes. Lake Victoria in the equatoriglae and Lake Tana in north-western Ethiopia
are the most significant natural reservoirs inlle upstream. Of the four major tributaries, the
Abbay (Blue Nile) which contributes for 59 percaftthe total amount of Nile water, Baro-
Akobo (Sobat) contributing for 14 percent and TekéAtbara) contributing for 13 percent
originate in the Ethiopian highlands, while the WeghNile contributing for 14 percent originates
from the Equatorial Lakes region (Yacob, 2007; 3waD04; Melesse et al., 2011). Based on the
above data, it is evident that the Ethiopian wéibutaries in general contribute 86 percent out
of the total share, while the Great/Equatorial fakegion supplies the remaining 14 percent to

the Nile river basin.

The Nile River is one of the world’s longest intational or transboundary rivers which is shared
by ten countries including: Burundi, Democratic Rejic of Congo (DRC, formerly Zaire),
Egypt, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya, Rwanda, Sudan,Z&amm and Uganda. According to Swain
(2004) though the Nile is the longest river system amppsrts a large population, its average
annual runoff (84 billion cubic meters) is modesdten compared to other major African river
systems such as Congo/Zaire (1,250 billion cubid¢emsg Volta (390 billion cubic meters),
Zambezi (230 billion cubic meters) and Niger (18llidn cubic meters). Comparatively
speaking, the annual discharge of the Nile Rivenush lesser than other major rivers of Africa.

For instance, the average annual runoff of rivem@@ois nearly 15 times bigger than that of Nile.
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That is why, Dereje (2010, p.42@¢scribes the Nile basin:d%\ giant in terms of length, and a

dwarf in terms of the volume of water it carries.”

The famous Greek historian Herodotus described Eggpthe “gift of the Nile” in the fifth
century B.C. (Swain, 2004), which holds true toedd@tis huge dependence of Egypt on the Nile
River has led her not only to exploit the Nile watenore than any other riparian country, but
also to attempt to control the major source of tiker basin, that is the Blue Nile found in
Ethiopia, through armed force in 1875 (Gundet) 48d6 (Gurae). But, these two consecutive
military expeditions by Kadive Ismail (1863-1879)Egypt had resulted in devastating defeats
by the then Emperor Yohannes IV (1872-1889) of &ita. And many observers argue that,
because of this phenomenon and the growing denfamgiaoian states over the Nile waters with
different interests as per their respective natioegessities, Nile will be a potential source of
conflicts between riparian countries. Despite fgsculation, however, Nile can also be a source
of mutual cooperation among riparian countriesthiéy work together for their common

development.

In the latter case, we can take the ongoing negmimtaking place among Nile basin countries
under the umbrella of NBI to pave the way for tkeablishment of the Nile Basin Commission
as an example of promising condition. The NBI whadnsists of a Council of Ministers of
Water Affairs of the Nile Basin (Nile-COM), a Tedbal Advisory Committee (Nile-TAC) and
the Secretariat (Nile-SEC) (Swain, 2004pwards this end, Nile-COM agreed on a Shared
Vision which states: ‘To achieve sustainable s@tonomic development through the equitable
utilization of, and benefit from, the common Nile a$ih water resources’

(http://www.nilebasin.org/newsite). As Swain (200dyther states, in order to translate the
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shared vision into reality, two Subsidiary ActioroBrammes (SAP) are being prepared, namely,
the Eastern Nile (EN-SAP) consisting of Egypt, Sud@ad Ethiopia, and the Nile Equatorial
Lakes region (NEL-SAP) consisting of all the rigaricountries except Ethiopia and Eritrea. The
SAP is the investment arm of NBI focusing on pragian of investment projects that are trans-
boundary in nature. The overriding goal of the stugent agenda is to contribute to poverty
alleviation, the reversal of environmental degremtatand the promotion of socio-economic

growth in the riparian countries (http://www.nileda org/newsite).

Despite all these developments, however, the pacesélizing the ultimate vision of the NBI is
found in deadlock due to the “water security” issdleat is introduced by the
Cooperative/Comprehensive Framework Agreement (QFaft Article 14(b) which says: “not
to significantly affect the water security of anther Nile Basin State”, while Egypt and Sudan
opposing this article and instead want to replace‘iot to adversely affect the water security
and current uses and rights of any other Nile B&ate” (cited in Dereje, 2010, p.428). In this

context, Minelik Alemu (2010) says more,

the current differences over the CFA are probably most intractable obstacles to
sustained cooperation in the Nile River basin. Tpper riparian states are determined
that the new CFA should replace whatever ‘agreeshemisted before. The downstream
countries insist that these so called existing egents should co-exist with the new
treaty. The question of existing agreements, ctisrgrrased as a ‘water security’ issue
under Article 14(b) of the CFA. (p.43).
The source of this stalemate backs us to the 18Rfthial treaty between England (‘acting on
behalf’ of its former upper riparian colonies) dagypt as well as the 1959 treaty between Egypt
and Sudan on Nile Waters Agreement. Following tkeotbnization process, these existing
agreements on their part, created another dimermdidisagreement on whether or not they are

binding on the newly independent states and theratparian country (Ethiopia) which is not
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part of these treaties. Regarding the role of thesaties, on the one hand there are some
arguments. For example, Badr (2010) stressed lileabinding nature of these treaties and thus
the historic rights of downstream countries, esgiBcEgypt, are to be respected. This stand is
related with the principle of absolute territoriategrity theory (ATIT), which insists that the
lower riparian countries have an absolute righttdge the uninterrupted flow of the river from
the territory of the upper stream states. Besitless,concept of the limited territorial integrity
theory (LTIT) is also somewhat alike with ATIT. Hewer unlike the ATIT, the LTIT
acknowledges in principle the right of upper strezantries to use from the international river
waters; but not committed to share the transboyndaters equitably. That is why this theory

too is considered as the one in favor of downstreanmtries.

On the other hand there are some arguments. Farpeaaccording to Kindiki (2010), there is
no place in the international law that permits kbgality of these treaties over the upstream
countries. Taking into consideration the principdéshe international law on state succession as
and how that affects treaty obligations and theidant ‘clean slate’ doctrine (also known as the
doctrine of non-transmissibility), he argues thtte" position of Egypt to the effect that the
agreements are binding in perpetuity, despite dedizdtion, is dictated more by self-interest
than by international law.” In other words, theeimtational law supports the claims of upstream
states that the Nile treaties are invalid in inéional law and they claim that they cannot stop
themselves from using the Nile waters that paseutfir their territories. This argument is
concomitant with the doctrine of absolute terriabisovereignty theory (ATST) that posits the
idea that any sovereign country can use whicheasource including transboundary river water
that is found within its own territory just withobeing obliged to respect any precondition from

any other riparian countries. In addition, the tedi territorial sovereignty theory (LTST) is
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similar to the ATST but it recognizes the rightsdofvnstream countries, to some extent, to use

from the shared waters.

Unlike the above extreme theories either on the sidupstream or downstream states on the
utilization of international waters, Kindiki (201@ffered two fairly better principles that may
probably narrow the gap between/among riparianestalhe first one is the principle of
‘equitable utilization’ of shared transboundaryeriwaters by all riparian states, though this does
not mean that necessarily ‘equal division.” Agaihge 1966 Helsinki Rules on the uses of
international waters adopted the principle of ‘¢gjpie and reasonable use’ as the governing
doctrine of water law. The second principle is thkemmon basin-wide management of
international watercourses’ (also known as comnmsmitof interest theory) that regards
transboundary rivers as a “single economic and mg@bgc unit”, because international

watercourses do not respect political boundarieahtries.

Considering the existence of the above mentionéfdrdnt kinds of principles regarding the

utilization of international water basins, it woudé difficult to give fair judgment upon which

theory is more relevant to be a solution for thesttgam-downstream deadlock and thus
anticipate what likely to happen in the future.\@8mat? Will the current NBI impasses hopefully
solve the disagreements peacefully? Will the curstégtus quo of the Nile River continue as it
is? Will the recently signed CFA in May 2010 by eppiparian countries with the absence of
Egypt and Sudan lead them to the establishmentpefmanent Nile Basin Commission? What
could be the next measure of Ethiopia as beindidimés share contributor to the waters of the

Nile basin, while the least beneficiary of it inngparison with downstream states? These are
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some of the pivotal questions revolving arounddbadlock between upstream and downstream

Nile basin countries this time.

Ethiopia is often referred as the ‘great unknowhtte region. The massive (86%) upstream
discharge undoubtedly confers a very importanttmosio Ethiopia on the sharing of the Nile
water. Moreover, the country is not bound by anygeament with Egypt and Sudan over the
sharing of the river (Swain, 2004). Though Ethiop&s been known for its being a cradle of
ancient civilization and a symbol of black peoplpsbud throughout its history — mainly as a
result of her victory the ‘White colonizer’ (Italyy the battle of Adwa in 1896, today ironically
with the presence of abundant water resourcesmiithiown territorial sovereignty like the Nile
waters, the country’s picture is swallowed by iterst poverty and drought. Of course, this
problem is a result of long term accumulation @éinal and external factors and thus according

to some commentators the country awaits a tougtelanrk to tackle it.

2.2. Nile and the National Interest of Ethiopia

The Nile basin has an enormous potential in terfmisriaging different changes in the socio-

economic conditions of Ethiopia. On the one hantaty promote the ‘emerging development’

of the country through alleviating poverty. On tbther hand, it can serve as a source of
hydropower and hard currency. Moreover, it miglgoakerve as a catalyst to achieve the
‘promising signs to create a national consensulichvis undoubtedly necessary to the country’s
socio-economic and political development. So, nalycspeaking let's see some of the major

Nile issues that are considered as the nationaldast of Ethiopia herein below.
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2.2.1. Nile - a Potential for Irrigation to Alleviate Poverty

Water plays a great role in realizing food secuiitythe context of persistent poverty (van
Koppen, Giordano & Butterworth, 2007). Food segqudén be defined as an “access by all
people at all times to enough food for an actieglthy life” (Maxwell 1990, cited in Roa, 2007,
p. 205). According to World Bank (2003, as citedKimlindwa & Lein, 2008), an estimated 70
percent of available freshwater resources worldwade used for irrigation, and irrigated
agriculture is of crucial importance for food pration and food security, contributing up to 40
percent of the world’s food production. For Kulinal\and Lein (2008), irrigated agriculture has a
number of specific agro-economic advantages cordpaith rain-fed agriculture, such as higher
gross yields per unit of land, reduce vyield flu¢toias and allow more continuous and adaptable

production.

For this reason, irrigation is considered an imguatrcontributor to global food security, since it
increases agricultural yields and helps to stabitifobal food production. So, it is likely to
expand the size of irrigated land in the futurethwthe bulk of it occurring in developing
countries where population growth and demand fore@msed food production are strongest

(cited in de Loe & Bjornlund, 2008).

As Eleni (2007, p.286) argues that “most counttie undertake poverty reduction strategies
and programmes prioritize rural and agricultureeladevelopment, based on the preponderance
of the poor who live in generally less-favouredatwareas.” For example, agriculture is the basis
of the Ethiopian economy, accounting for 46 peraghits GDP and 90 percent of its export

earnings and employing 85 percent of the countapsur force (UNDP 2002, cited in Assefa &
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van Keulen, 2007). It would be for this reason fi& country is now practicing “Agricultural

Development Led-Industrialization” (ADLI) as itsrig-term economic development strategy.

Ethiopia is one of those world’s poorest countrlasing a victim of poverty and starvation for
years, if not centuries. For Crow (2000, p.56) 1884/5 Ethiopian famine is one of the worst
and widely publicized famines of the 1980s. Klib®94, p.3) has properly put it, “...drought and
famine seem to be permanently, if undeservedlypcated with the name of Ethiopia.”
Accordingly, Thomas (2000, p.10) has strongly ssgtgm that “of the problems to be
ameliorated, poverty is perhaps the most basict”thkis reason, Manson (2004, p.158) asserts
that “famine is maybe the harshest reality thapushing Ethiopia to use its abundant water

resources better.”

Though Ethiopia is known as the “water tower of Marth-East Africa”, its rainfall dependent
agricultural driven economy together with the ramtgaternal political conflicts and war against
foreign aggressors, including Egypt, for longerigebiof time exposed her (Ethiopia) to vicious
circle poverty and periodic famine. These terriplditical and economic situations allowed
neither stability nor economic development in theurdry; and also these challenges have
considerably affected Ethiopia’s right to use thatess of the Nile. However, since recent years,

comparatively saying since late 1990s, this situnahias been changing to some extent.

By taking these scenarios into account, in 1957 Htleiopian government declared that:
“Ethiopia has the right and obligation to exple# water resources for the benefit of present and
future generations of its citizens [and] must, #iere, reassert and reserve now and for the
future, the right to take all such measures ineespf its water resources” (cited in Daniel, n.d.)

Yet, due to lack of basin wide agreement and fir@rmttlenecks in addition to the aforesaid
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challenges, Ethiopia's potentially irrigable landtbe Nile basin, which is estimated to be about

3.7 million hectares, has remained untouched s(MaWR, Ethiopia, 22 March 2009).

In Ethiopia, only 3 percent of the available irtim land has been developed, of which a mere
0.6 percent is found within the Abbay (Nile baswglley, while Egypt uses 80 percent,
compared with 7 percent in Africa (Erlich, 2002;rieg 2006; Yacob, 2007). By comparison,
this shows that despite the huge potential thabpih has, the actual size of the irrigated area is
below half of the African average let alone the j@@n, or by far it is minimal. Admittedly by
2025, it is expected that Ethiopia will have moeople to feed than Egypt (UNDP 1994, as
cited in Swain, 2004). This in turn may bring a éaugfluence on the side of the country to
develop its water resources so as to increase dheulural yields to feed her people. To
conclude, mentioning the 4.5 million drought aféettEthiopians even in 2010/11, which is a
clue to the steady rising demand for food parthe da rainfall variability, high population
growth, climate change and possibly bad administratthe country will increasingly come
under pressure to engage in extensive irrigatidiviaes to ensure food security. Therefore, it

seems that irrigation is a necessity not a chacéhie country.

2.2.2. Nile - a Source for Hydro Power, Hard Curregy

In most countries, energy policy pursues four gaadsnely ‘access’, ‘security’, ‘efficiency’ and
‘environment’. The desire is for everyone to haceess to electricity on a reliable, continuous
basis, and to convert and use it in ways that atevasteful and do not cause unacceptable harm

to human health or the natural environment (Sc&aSekwell, 2009).

The composition of world primary energy demand @2 classified into seven different sources

of energy categories, namely, oil (35%), coal (25¢8s (21%), biomass (10%), nuclear (6%),
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hydro (2%), and other (1%) (cited in Scrase et 2009). This data tell us that the world
population has been heavily rely on and exploitingrenewable energy sources than renewable
sources (e.g., hydropower, wind, solar, biomask)¢chvare underutilized. Here, the focus of this

paper is solely on the hydropower sector.

Hydropower is considered as the key source of iteshergy and thereby electricity is the most
modern and convenient energy form, because it ieveel to be clean and versatile in its
applications (Otieno & Awange, 2006). It is wortbting that of the total world’s hydropower
potential, 27 percent is in Africa (about 780,000/¥hile South America has about 20 percent
(577,000MW). The remaining 53 percent is shared rgmile rest of the world (Otieno &
Awange, 2006). On the other hand, according tahatéonal Hydropower Association (2003, as
cited in Kloos & Worku, 2010), 75 percent of Eurtgpes9 percent of North America’s, 33
percent of South America’s, 22 percent of Asiaisd @nly 7 percent of Africa’s hydropower
potential has been developed. As can be seen ialibee data, Africa lags behind any other

continents of the world in its hydropower harnegsin

While from the ENSAP perspective, according to Ya¢t997, as cited in Kinfe, 1999EC), the
hydropower potential of Ethiopia within the Nilessgm is estimated about 4,000MW, Egypt 3,
210MW and Sudan 380MW. Of these potentials theyehatdized 230MW, 2,700MW and
225MW respectively. Currently, Ethiopia developsngo2,000MW of electric power (Capital,

31 July 2011).

It is easily discernible from the above figure ttf&atdan and Egypt harnesses more of their

potentials, while Ethiopia with its huge hydro pdtel uses least of it. Yacob (2007) added to
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this, only 2 percent of the Ethiopia’s hydroelecyower potential has been harnessed and only

13 percent of the country’s population has acaggdectric power.

But as the IMF Report of 2010, entitle@Régional Economic Outlook: Sub-Saharan Africa:
Resilience and Riskgonfirmed that the Ethiopian “economy has recemrthjoyed strong and

broad-based growth, including rising contributidresn the service and industry sectors” (2010,
p.8). Consequently, the energy demand of the cpurds been growing faster than ever this
time. This is evident from the annual average gndegmand growth rate of the country for the
year 2002-2005 was 13 percent, while for the pe1i®85-2001 has been limited to 5-6 percent
(EEPCo, 2007). However, the issue is not just abhoaessibility alone but also about reliability

and security too.

Scrase and Ockwell (2009, p.46) argue that “dispuptto electricity supplies are enormously
damaging in economic and political terms.” In thight, power blackouts are common in
Ethiopia and this resulted for several negativenendc consequences let alone the social and
political impacts. This is obvious as many facteneere forced to interrupt their daily business
or to produce below their capacity due to shorwafggower, especially during 2008/09. In fact,
the country is suffering from a persistent elecshortage throughout, which inhibits mainly the
productivity of the industrial sector and therelty overall development. For example, East
Cement Share Company, the biggest Chinese cemesgtiment in Ethiopia, executive general
manager Wu Cheng Bing has quoted in The Reporfne “current power interruption is
affecting our production. If there is uninterruptpdwer supply, we can produce even much

more than we do now” (The Reporter, 14 April 2012).
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In effect, its continually rising energy demand faed the country to give attention for the
construction of large hydropower dams as a meansngfterm availability of secured energy
source in order to meet the socio-economic devedoprgoals of the country. The energy policy
of Ethiopia duly recognizes the relative advantdge the country has in terms of hydropower
potential resources (Ethiopia, MOWR, 2001). Thismsg evident when we look at Ethiopia’s
total potential capacity of 60,000 megawatts of aliht5,000MW from hydropower, above
10,000MW from wind power and 5,000MW from geothelf@@apital, 8 January 2012; EEPCo
Newsletter, Vol.1, Issue No.12, Nov-Dec.2011). Apidted from the above figure, hydropower
which is three times bigger than the aggregate aluwind and geothermal energy sources takes
the lion’s share of the country’s potential enespurces. It could be for this comparative
advantage (i.e. great hydropower potential), thentry is now aggressively developing major
hydropower plants, such as the Gilgel Gibe projseties, Tekezé | and I, Tana Beles and the
current GERD. It is believed that these ambitiond hig hydropower projects may cater the
country’s power demand to support its sustainalslenemic progress. Table 2.1 shows the

current hydropower generation stations in Ethiopia.
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Table 2.1Current hydropower stations in Ethiopia

No. | Name of River Basin Installed capacityYear of Completion
power station (MW)
1 Koka Abbay/Blue Nile | 43.2 1960
2 Tis Abbayl Abbay/Blue Nile | 11.4 1964
3 Awashll Awash* 32 1966
4 Awashlll Awash 32 1971
5 Finchaa Abbay/Blue Nile| 134 1973/2003**
6 Melka Wakeng Wabe-Shebelle 153 1988
7 Tis Abbayll | Abbay/Blue Nile | 73 2001
8 Gilgel Gibe | | Omo-Ghibe 184 2004
9 Gojeb*** Omo-Ghibe 150 2004
10 | Tekezd Tekeze/Atbara 300 2009
11 | Tana Beles Abbay/Blue Nilg 460 2010
12 | Gilgel Gibe| Omo-Ghibe 420 2010
Il
13 FAN**** Abbay/Blue Nile | 97 2011
Total 2089.6

Source: Data compiled by the researcher from EE2C007, 2010/11 minutes), different media

outlets

Note: * Awash River is an inland river system
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**In 2003 a fourth unit of turbine was added e texisted three units of Finchaa plant.

***Gojeb hydropower plant is Ethiopia’s first ieppendent power project that was constructed

by MIDROC. MIDROC per se sells the output of thenda EEPCo.

**** FAN is an acronym form of Fincha Amerti Neshe

As shown from the above table, Ethiopia has a tftéthirteen operational dams of hydropower
plants; and so far these dams in general haveehergting capacity of around 2089.6MW. Out
of this aggregate electric power, more than halfobee available during the 2009/2010

academic year from three hydropower stations, naimekeze I, Tana Beles and Gilgel Gibe II.
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Table 2.2 Hydropower stations presently under constructiod aommitted to construct in

Ethiopia
No. | Name of power River Basin Estimated
station installed
Status
Capacity (MW)
1 Gilgel Gibe Il Omo/Ghibe 1,870 Under construction
2 GERD* Abbay/Blue Nile 6000 Under construction
3 Genalelll Genale/Dawa 254 Under construction
Subtotal 8124
4 GenalelV Genale/Dawa 256 Committed
5 Gebal Baro-Akobo 215 Committed
6 Geball Baro-Akobo 157 Committed
7 Border Abbay/Blue Nile 1200 Committed
8 Chemoga Yeda Abbay/Blue Nile 162 Committed
9 Chemoga Yeddl Abbay/Blue Nile 118 Committed
10 | Gilgel Gibe IV Omo-Ghibe 1900 Committed
11 | Tekezdll Tekeze/Atbara 450 Committed
12 | Beko Abo Abbay/Blue Nile 2100 Committed
13 | Mendaya Abbay/Blue Nile 2000 Committed
14 | Halele-Werabessa Omo-Ghibe 422 Committed
15 | Karadobi Abbay/Blue Nile 1600 Committed
Subtotal 10580
Grand total 18704
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Source: Data compiled by the researcher from EE2C007, 2010/11 minutes), different media

outlets

* Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam (GERD) is culyamtder construction on the Blue Nile
(Abbay River in the Benishangul-Gumuz Regional StatedWet zone Gubavereda(district)
some 750km far away from the capital, Addis Ababae site of the dam is located near the

Sudanese (North) border at about 20-40km away ftom

In addition to those operational dams, there areetidams currently under construction; and if
things continue well according to plans, the copmtould generate about 8124MW (fourfold of

the current total hydropower) when the ongoing guty are completed. Besides, as depicted in
the above table, the government has committed ristnact several hydropower plants phase by
phase in the near future. But, the question is kdredr not these several hydropower plans can

be changed into reality.

Moreover, as the regime repeatedly make it cleatr e grand vision of these projects are not
only to generate power for domestic needs aloneasd to export surplus electricity to
neighboring countries, even to other continentsvall. This is reflected in the vision of the
EEPCo (2007): “To be a center of excellence in fgliog quality service at every one’s door and
be a competitive exporter of electrical energy.heflefore, the country has targeted to use the
Nile waters as a source of hard currency througboking electric power. If we look at the
overall hydropower potential of Ethiopia that isoab 30, 000-45,000MW, it seems sound to
consider this is actually one potential area afnest for the country. As a point of departure, for
example, following the completion of the Ethio-Ojilti and Ethio-Sudan power system

interconnections, Ethiopia has began exportingtedity to these countries recently.
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Specifically, starting from the end of May 2011 iBfha has been exporting some 200MW
electric power to Djibouti (Fortune, 2 October 2PHhd thereby earns 1.3 to 1.5 million US
dollars per month (Capital, 8 January 2012). Orrayes, Ethiopia can get a range of 15.6-18
million US dollars annually just by exporting elecity to Djibouti alone. It would not be

difficult to guess and/or calculate the potentiatdme of the country that can be achieved
through exporting electric power to other counttiss. It is also believed that such kind of hard
currency earns will help Ethiopia “to widen plamsfund the generation of electricity from it”

(Fortune, 2 October 2011, p.6).

Besides, Nile may also serve as a potential togbrithe national consensus among different
Ethiopian citizens; and one can take the timelytdgeanovement of citizens to take part in the
construction of the Grand Ethiopian Renaissance [Paoiect whether by buying bonds, by

giving their labor or technical skill, etc.

2.2.3. Nile - Hub for National/Regional Stability,Instability

The international relationship of countries is gudoy scrutiny and primarily concerned with
issues of state security in such an insecure w@tohpetition for resources is a long-standing
cause of national insecurities. To take one ingaricsuch an issue, there are growing concerns
about water shortages and cross-border confliots agcess to water resources, together with
threats to food security (Scrase et al., 20093. fior this reason that Dolatyar and Gray (2000, as
cited in Yacob, 2007) argue that “water securitgli®ady one of the most crucial elements in

the foreign policy considerations of many countties

For Arsel and Spoor (2010), water is a contestsduee, with a complex political economy.

Upstream and downstream users can be in conflicteims of uses of water such as for
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irrigation and hydropower generation. But they atemnment that shared waters can lead to
negotiated solutions. Based on this expression, pasitions are easily observable among
scholars regarding their view on international watéet's look at it separately from the Nile

River angle.

To begin with, those proponents of the positivigwy they forwarded many reasons why
transboundary river basins could be a source gbe@tion rather than a source of conflict in the
contemporary highly interdependent world. AccordingHiscock, Rivett and Davison (2002),
unlike other nonrenewable natural resources sudbssd fuels, oil, natural gas, and uranium,
water is a renewable resource and most abstractimnstrictly sustainable in that abstracted
water will ultimately return to the water cycle.rAgiscock et al. the renewability nature of water
and its cycling system makes it less contestahlececand promotes cooperation among riparian

states to manage it in sustainable way for themroon ends.

According to Arsel and Spoor (2010, pp.9-10), wakearcity can be a catalyst for cooperation
among co-basin countries and they further argue“tha old ‘water wars’ determinism has been
replaced by a ‘water for peace’ determinism.” Tésue of Nile therefore should be seen from
this perspective as it had entertained conflictsvben riparian states, mainly between Ethiopia

and Egypt, over its water resources during tHecehtury.

Presently, the total population of the Nile basirries amounts to some 300 million, of which
the livelihood of more than 160 million people dilg relies on the river’'s water. By 2025 the
number of people that depend on the Nile Riveragagted to reach 859 million (Debay, 2010).
With this in mind, a basin-wide cooperation rattiean unilateral policies and actions could be

important to fulfill the needs of the entire pogida. In this regard Manson (2004) suggested
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four major development needs concerning water mslea Nile basin as a whole, namely: water
for irrigation and hydroelectric power productigrgvention of floods; watershed management,
minimization of erosion and siltation of reservoi@nd prevention of water pollution. A
Quarterly Newsletter of the NBI (March 2011) als@ssed:
The importance of Nile cooperation cannot be ovepleasized. More than 160 million
people live within the basin and expect benefibsrfthe management and utilization of
its shared water resources. Better management dmiulg a vast range of benefits
including increased hydropower and food productlmtier access to water for domestic
use, improved management of water sheds and redesedonmental degradation,
reduced pollution and more control over damage filoods and droughts. (pp.1-3).
What this quotation points is the importance of pration through various means such as
conducting joint investment projects and collabemmanagement of the river can maximize
riparian states’ mutual benefits. For example, AI(&994, as cited in Swain, 2004) estimates,
after taking into account the evaporation and sgeEt Lake Nasser, the Ethiopian storage

facilities could increase water availability for g by as much as 15 billion cubic metres per

year.

While those proponents of the pessimistic poinviefv, on the other hand, insist that the Nile
River is potentially a hub of conflict among ripani states. Today, the nexus between the
shrinking supply of and rising demand for freshwéias placed water resources at the front and
center of national policy priorities, regional costiions, and international concerns (Yohannes,
2008). As Clarke and king (2004, as cited in ElJi&006, p. 46) observe, “in a water-short
world, mistrust and insecurity are what mark megitions between countries that share rivers.”
Similarly, Swain (2004) argues that the possibildy water induced conflict has brought global
water issues into the arena of ‘high politics’. Tlsawhy Elhance (1999, p.5) has concluded that

“water is likely to become the 'oil of the next temy.
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This is a clear indication of the increasingly deteating scarce water resources worldwide. In
the mid-1980s, for example, the U.S. Central ligetice Agency regarded the Nile basin as one
of the ten flash points where war could break aug tb shortage of freshwater supply in the
contemporary international relations (Swain, 200@hannes, 2008). Moreover, Chaigneau

(2002) added to it by noting that the Nile basigioa is particularly intricate axis of conflicts.

The problem is that the Nile River, unlike its |#mgess, does not have enough water to meet
the competing needs of the co-basin states, y&tshiecoming highly exacerbating as a result of
rising demand of states from time to time (Plat1®. Plaut in his articleThe Nile Crisis
Comes to the Bdil further noted that the negotiating endeavors rmgnlile riparian states for
over 10 years under the umbrella of NBI, (a forwon dialogue), have not been able to solve
their differences and thus resulted in frustratimal losing of confidence of upstream countries
vis-a-vis their counterparts, i.e., downstreamestaConsequently, upstream states signed a new
treaty in May 2010 so as to share the Nile waterstably, while Egypt and Sudan not only
boycotted but also labeled it as a ‘serious’ méa@.Plaut (2010, p. 117), “this simmering crisis,

which has dragged on for so many years, appeatd &oboil.”

The Nile River has been considered by many as eaaf political tensions and real inter-state
war, particularly between two of its major ripasarkEthiopia and Egypt. For example, Yacob
(2007) wrote that the most entangled nations inNiile basin are Ethiopia and Egypt, just
because the former supplies the lion’s share ($ape8cent) of the fresh water on which the
latter relies on, but surprisingly there is no agyeed accord between them to manage the water
usage properly. Yacob (2007) further argues tlmad, dondition has always made Egypt feel as

an unsecured and thereby the major objective ofoitsign policy had been targeted on the
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annexation of Ethiopia. It is for this reason thatording to Petrides (1983, as cited in Yacob,
2007, p. 87), “between 1832 and 1876 Egypt invdeklibpia 17 times, and all the battles were
fought on Ethiopian territory.” Despite these ineas, however, it is known that Ethiopia

defeated the Egyptian army in all the successiviéelsaand then foiled the plan of Egypt.

For Egyptians, Ethiopia has always meant the soofcéheir Nile’ and they were convinced
themselves that the Ethiopians were capable ofrwtistg the waters and the flow of the Nile
waters (Erlich, 2002). For instance, as quoted rirche (2002, p. 41), “the last king, Na’'kuto
La’ab, of the Zagwe dynasty of Ethiopia was beléeve have caused three years and seven
months of famine in Egypt.” But for many observére validity of this statement is equivocal
because there was no concrete evidence other thiamscon that issue. For this reason Erlich
(2002, p.59) argues that: “The Ethiopian elite wiex@ busy with fratricidal wars to think of the
Nile as a card in international relations. The mghbout diverting and blocking the river was

maintained primarily by local tradition, visitingaivelers, and European scholars.”

According to Erlich (2002), the concept of EthiopmEgyptian eyes has stemming from the
very definition of the “self”. Here, the term ‘sel§ crucial to understand as a slogan of realist
theorists, (by implication countries), in which yhdewed the international relations as a playing
field of zero-sum game just like the Football Wor@bhn (2008, p. 11) clearly described the
international system as a “self-help’ system, ihiethh states must build up their own power to
prevent being dominated by others.” As a mattefaof, the world is ruled by the “law” of
‘survival of the fittest.” It would be from this p&pective that, as some observers argued, even
after the unsuccessful wars on Ethiopia duringli®i&century, in the 2band 21" centuries too,

Egypt continued its ‘destabilizing strategy’ againpstream states in general and Ethiopia in
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particular. In this regard, Erlich (2002, p. 5)inla that “Egypt was behind many regional issues,

such as the conflicts in Eritrea and between Ethiapd Somalia.”

Besides, Martin Plaut (2010), who is BBC world sezwnews African editor, shares the above
idea and he further suggests that as Egypt didréefowill continue to attempt to halt any
development or consolidation endeavors of the uppeam states through using various tactics.

These may include:

Blocking access to funds for development projecdmfmultilateral and bilateral donors;
attempting to break the unity and resolve of thetigam states by bilateral initiatives;
and using its links with rebel movements and desicbrganizations to undermine the
stability of its southern neighbors (something &phd has long accused Cairo of
undertaking). (pp. 116-17).
As noted earlier, despite the failure of thd t@ntury operations of Egypt over Ethiopia, Anwar
Sadat of Egypt, who predicted an unavoidable conifi the Nile basin, cautioned upstream
riparian states in 1979 by noting that: “The onlgttar that could take Egypt to war again is
water” (Yohannes, 2008, pp. 5-6). Since then, rotbgyptian leaders have echoed Sadat’s
warning. For example, former UN Secretary GeneradtBs Buotros-Ghali warned: “The next
war in our region will be over the waters of theeNi The warnings have particularly been
directed to Ethiopia, where 86 percent of Nile wassources originate (Ibid.). This speculation
seems sound when one looks at the accusationg dbtimer Egyptian Ambassador to Ethiopia,

Marawan Badr (2010, p.57), over Ethiopia, by statihat “Ethiopia’s primary concern was

inflicting harm on Egypt, rather than benefitingrir the Nile water.”

There is also another dimension to consider wraeeleals the fact that such a stands are not only

expressed among the Egyptian leaders, but alsedhgrrealistic scholars like John Waterbury
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who notes that “Egypt is capable of imposing aqreid solution” (cited in Yohannes, 2008, p.

6) as a result of her relative military superiogtyer the rest riparian countries.

In contrast, however, Yohannes (2008) opposeditee that:

Egypt is any better prepared today to influencestiatus of the Nile by military means;
claims of modern Egypt's superior relative cap#pilare grounded in illusion. The
country is dependent on unsustainable American aoan largesse and military
protection to the tune of 2.1 billion US dollar eay. With such foreign dependency,
Egypt hardly enjoys relative capability vis-a-vis immediate rival, Ethiopia. Aside from
nightmarish logistical problems (troop deployment grepositioning of war material
over an extended geographical space), Egypt’s ipnsis complicated by Ethiopian
nationalism and Pan-African sentiment. (p. 6).

Now, it is important to note how Ethiopia reactedhe already mentioned Egyptian claims and

warnings. Much of the major issues about Ethiopia&ional security were raised in an

Ethiopian government White Paper in 2002. Basedhupis official paper, the outermost ring of

Ethiopian national security concern is the stratepiallenge, posed by Egypt.

To quote few examples that reflect conflict ladesponses from the Ethiopian side; the
Ethiopian ex-Foreign Minister Seyoum Mesfin, fost@nce, once retaliated at the so-called
Egypt’s continuous threat by noting that “...irrespible instance of jingoism that will not get us
anywhere near the solution of the problem” and ddtiat “...there is no earthly force that can
stop Ethiopia from benefiting from the Nile” (Addigibune, 30 January 1998). In addition, the
present Ethiopian Prime Minister Meles Zenawi somve years before accused Egypt for
backing of Ethiopia’s rebel groups, which is praxgr, to destabilize Ethiopia and thus warned
that “Egypt could not win a war with Ethiopia owée River Nile.” And, though he rejected the
claims that war could break out between Ethiopid Bgypt, he added “nobody who has tried

that has lived to tell the story. | do not thinke tEgyptians will be any different and | think they
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know that” (Reuters, 23 November 2010). Meles ajsmted in Aljazeera’s documentary,

entitled “Struggle Over the Nile”, as stated that:

Egypt will not be able to stop Ethiopia from buiididams on the Nile. That is history ...
and that will not be part of the solution .... Bipin is able and willing to use its own
resources to build dams on the Nile .... The wawdod is to seek a win-win solution
through diplomatic efforts ... not for Egypt to tand stop the un-stoppable. (Aljazeera
English Online, 22 June 2011).
Despite the above warnings and counter warningsdsst upstream and downstream states in
general and between Egypt and Ethiopia in particukcently especially following the 2011
revolution in Egypt their relations are witnesseny improvement. This is evident partly from

the support of Sudan and Egypt officially for thenstruction of the GERD project citing the

paramount benefits they will achieve from the pcoje

But it is still uncertain to what extent the foreigolicy shift of downstream states, especially
Egypt, will actually be able to bring a concretawbe to the status quo, which is characterized
by duo dominated Nile water regime. Therefores iimportant to recognize this reality and thus
co-basin Nile states need a comprehensive, eqeitaid legal water regime that might avoid
potential inter-state wars as well as to createemvironment of confidence building among
riparians through consistent follow-up and forwaetter solutions to their common challenges

and interests.

2.3. Major Arguments on the Construction of Large Dams

In the 2¢" century, there was a tremendous increase in thetmtion of dams to meet the
growing water demand around the world. By 194%¢eheere nearly 5,000 dams worldwide, out
of which three-quarters were found in industriaizountries. In 50 years, by the end of the

century, there were over 45,000 large dams in nioae 140 countries (Swain, 2004). This
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figure tells us, even by excluding those small aradlium dams then, our world had experienced
over 800 large dams on average per year rangimg @19 to 1999 which was preferable to say

a period of large dams’ construction.

Though building dam as a source of power generdt@s become out of fashion in North
America and Western Europe since early 1970s, tils considered the panacea for water
shortage problems in many developing countriesn&hiior example, today owns 22,000 large
dams, which is almost half of the world’s total rhen (Swain, 2004). In a similar vein, Kloos
and Worku (2010) also stated that staring froml®@0s the construction of new dams each year
has began to slow and further decelerating in ®@04. The reasons for the decline of dam
construction may probably be related to the “extiansof the most suitable dam sites,
increasing recognition and criticism of the so@ald environmental externalities attached to

dams, and the growing value attached to the enwvient” (cited in Kloos & Worku, 2010, p.7).

For this reason, the construction of large damsioasbecome one of the most debatable issues
of sustainable socio-economic development stragegie countries due to their widespread
impacts on social, environmental, economic and rigcissues. As a result, proponents and
opponents of large dam construction usually clagbnuthe issue; taking either sides on its

weighing benefits or risks.

2.3.1. Arguments in Favor
Proponents argue that the construction of largesdaave tremendous advantages such as
electricity, irrigation, water supply, food secyrisource of export earnings, and flood control.
The World Commission on Dams (WCD) (2000), in limgh the proponents view commented

that:
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The more than 45,000 large dams around the wone Ipdayed an important role in
helping communities and economies harness wateuress for food production, energy
generation, flood control and domestic use. Curestitnates suggest that some 30-40%
of irrigated land worldwide now relies on dams ahdt dams generate 19% of world
electricity. (p. xxix).
If we take construction of dams for hydropower dypfor instance, it has very low operating
costs; produces no air pollution or no carbon dlexioffers a variety of recreational
opportunities: notably fishing, swimming, and bogti and over its lifetime, the total cost of
producing power at a hydroelectric facility is tygily less than that of a fossil fuel or nuclear
plant(McCarthy, 4 October 2010). The main environmehtiefit of renewable energy sources
such as hydropower is the absence or mitigatiogreénhouse gas effect (CO2) so that nothing
is polluted to the natural environment (Goldembé&rgucon, 2010). That is why Otieno and

Awange (2006) described electric energy as an “ubtklly clean” energy source. Therefore,

hydropower is considered as environmental friesdlyrce of energy.

Moreover, long term strategic investment, regia@lelopment, local job opportunity and skills
development, encouraging an industrial base, expansf infrastructure such as schools,
clinics/hospitals, roads, rural electrification¢.etre also widely taken as secondary/additional

benefits of large dams (WCD, 2000).

Regional problems such as water scarcity, poveryight, flooding and sedimentation, which
are the most cursing problems to Ethiopia, Egymt 8odan need collective endeavor of the
countries to tackle them successfully. Even afteking at the following quotation, one might
think more about the value of cooperation amongBhastern Nile States. As Whittington, Wu

and Sadoff (2005) noted,
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For each cubic metre of water that leaves Lake Traihiopia, about 40% is lost by the
time it reaches the Mediterranean (assuming nongtigrawn for irrigation along the
way). Even from Khartoum north, since the Nile flothrough severe desert and the net
evaporation and seepage losses are substantiadx&omle, evaporation losses from the
Sudd swamps and the Aswan High Dam Reservoir atecyarly severe, constituting
almost 50% and 15% of the entering flows, respebtip.231).
In fact, this is just one indication of failure tikose concerned countries. To correct this failure
Whittington et al. (2005) suggested the importaoteooperation among Eastern Nile basin

countries in constructing mutually advantageougdatams

Multipurpose dams on the Blue Nile in Ethiopia aeldewhere in the Blue Nile
watershed could, for example, manage the Blue flbled and enable water resources
managers to mitigate both the considerable intar-gad intra-year variations in the flow
of the Blue Nile. The construction of such damsldaenerate hydropower income for
Ethiopia and positive downstream externalitiesSadan and Egypt in terms of drought,
flood and sedimentation control. Such control stres could also allow water managers
to operate the system in such a way that the fiotal of water available to the riparians
would increase. (p.228).

The underlying point of the above two quotes aliestitative, that is, regional problems need
regional solutions too. And it would be betterhketcordial commitment toward this end shall

begin right-off.

2.3.2. Arguments Against
As anyone can guess every construction of dam tsaswn benefits and costs. Taking this

general fact, the choice lies in gauging thesefitsrend costs.

It is from the latter perspective that, opponentsange dam constructions mentioning the
multifaceted negative impacts of hydroelectricitgrits (mainly those over 500MW installed
capacity), such as financial cost, social cost.(eggpettlement and compensation costs),

environmental or destruction of ecosystem, debtdémyr high cost of transmission lines,
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inequitable distribution of costs and benefits, anbherability to drought due to climatic change.
Besides, they further comment that large dams m@getr earthquakes, associated with risks of
dam bursts, build up soil salinity, change groun@wéevels and water flows and create water
logging, affect visual landscape and social antucall values (Swain, 2004; Otieno & Awange,

2006; Norton et al., 2008; Goldemberg & Lucon, 2010

One portrayal among these negative impacts has beggorted by the WCD (2000) which

revealed that the construction of large dams lethéodisplacement of some 40 to 80 million
people worldwide between 1986 and 1993. Specificakkcording to Gleick (2006, as cited in
Kloos & Worku, 2010), the Chinese Three Gorges Dam known for its displacement of some
1.3 and 1.9 million people. He added that publictgsts took place over the construction of

dams in India, South Africa, and elsewhere in theetbping world.

In a non-denied discourse from the Eastern Nile beenstates, Yohannes (2008) gives another
dimension for the adverse impacts of large hydraggo@am constructions. For him state
sovereignty as exclusive internal autonomy and agatiable external equality with other
similar actors reinforces in advancing state slriest, decisions are made not only without
giving due regard to the interests of other stdtes,also for the natural integrity of the biotic
diversity of the entire basin. He also added thatoded priorities and the misuse of water
resources by individual Nile riparian states is ajan cause of their mutual suspicion and

tensions.

It was in this regard, Robert Collins, in his 208@ok, The Nile,taking the major problems
caused by the Aswan High Dam, such as evaporafionooe than 10 billion cubic metre of

water yearly from the dam, soil salinity, water doty, deterioration of water quality,
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displacement of some 90,000 people, etc., blameddim by describing it as: “the wrong dam in
a wrong place.” Similarly, Sudanese expert Ericveeg2008, as cited in Kalron, 2010, p. 112),
taking the displacement of Nubian tribes into cdesition due to flooding and environmental
damages created as a result of Merowe Dam cornistnuatgues that: “The Merowe Dam is
arguably the environmentally most irresponsiblestauction project in all of Africa”. Again
from the Ethiopian perspective, the constructiorGdgiel Gibe Il dam hydropower project by
itself has been the subject of criticisms by loBbg/including the UN’s organ UNESCO, for its
supposed (as they claim) adverse social, cultun@lesnvironmental risks over the Lake Turkana
in Kenya. Lastly, what would be the reactions othe¥ construction of the GERD? Just the

finding of this paper will answer it later.

All in all, acknowledging the risks and costs oflateral riparian states’ race to construct large
dams on international river basins like the Nildevs, various considerations such as the right of

co-basin states, potential socio-economic and enriental impact needs serious emphasis.
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2.4. Theoretical Frameworks

2.4.1. Agenda-Setting Theory

Conceptual Definition of Agenda-Setting Theory

The term “agenda setting function of the mediabfien used to refer to the process of setting
the salience of issues or events in descending.ovdatson (2003, p.315) defines this term in a
similar way as “media rank of events in a hierardfyimportance.” Agenda setting is the
process through which issues bubble up into pudlention through mass media selection on
what to cover, thereby causing the public to peed¢hese issues as important (Vivian, 2003;
Dominick, 1999). Wright (1986) goes on to statsame detail:

People’s opinions about the issues may or may eathlanged by media arguments, but

the mere fact that some public issue or policy bexoa topic for mass media attention

gives it the appearance of importance and maksalignt to the public. The amount of

attention the mass media give to social issuesslgmibple to believe that these are
important. (pp.154-55).

It is undeniable that the media’s reporting is ofie a state of inclusion or exclusion, favoring or
disfavoring various issues for various reasons.ddradich circumstances, the mass media can
influence individuals, the public, governments atider groups by shaping their agenda through
giving more emphasis to some issues while disréggrdthers. This does not mean that,
however, the indirect impact of media through agesetting role is uniform worldwide; because

media scholars do not agree on the degree of nseaignda setting impact over public agenda.

Media beyond setting public agenda, it also plagsrecipal role in framing of salient issues (the
framework of framing will discuss in the subsequssttion in detail). For example, according to
the first-level agenda setting model (i.e., whates the media emphasize and the public cares

about), the media influence public opinion by engihiag certain issues over others. The
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“amount of media attention, or the media salierd®yoted to certain issues increases their
accessibility and consequently influences the degfgublic concern for these issues” (cited in

Sheafter, 2007, p.22).

In other words, as Watson (2003, p.128) arguesefiEgsues of considerable importance may
remain of modest or negligible significance in palgerception if they suffer media neglect.”

Similarly, Wright (1986) claims that issues not gfivmuch attention by the mass media are
regarded by people as unimportant. Again, Grab@042p.7) reports the “media can doom

people and events to obscurity by inattention.” c@dirse, this notion is shared by many mass
communication scholars in addition to those frorheotdisciplines who recognize the media
both as agenda setters and silencers. Thereforissaa that would get an intensive access to
media coverage is considered as an important stegs 40 get the attention of the people as

‘salience issue.’ But, this assessment does n@&ssacly work always.

Historical Development of Agenda Setting Theory

According to Turow (2009, p.155), Lippmann’s notitirat “the media create ‘the ideas in our
heads’ about what is going on in the world is nefdrto as agenda setting. Many journalism
professors in the 1920s and beyond picked up opnmigmn’s theory of agenda setting as a
justification for examining the content of newspageLin (2004) supported this claim by noting
that Lippmann’s (1922) studypublic Opinion was the first to examine the agenda-setting
function of mass media. For this reason many schatansider Walter Lippmann’s (1922)
Public Opinionas a steppingstone for the establishment and a@weint of agenda setting

theory.

43



Following Lippmann, psychologist and social scisnHarold Lasswell was considered by some
as the prominent one, for his study the agendagetble of media during the 1948 American
presidential campaign between Truman and Dewewhich the former beaten the latter (Pavlik
& Mclintosh, 2004). Moreover, political scientistBard Cohen (1963, as cited in Rogers, 2004,
p.10; Pavlik & Mcintosh, 2004, p.491; Griffin, 2006.396; Dominick, 1999, p.530) articulated
the agenda-setting model more clearly as followse* press may not be successful much of the
time in telling people what to think, but it is stungly successful in telling its readers what to
think about.” The most widely quoted Cohen’s dictsoggested us that the influence of the
media is predominantly indirect, though it may hae&lom direct effects as well. Cohen’s view
was reinforced by McCombs and Shaw (1978), audgelace aware about the daily news the
media releases, but they may be ‘less-consciousutathe way this news through time may
shape their ideas of salient issues. McCombs aad $1978) further put it this way:

This notion of the agenda-setting function of thase1media is a relational concept

specifying a strong positive relationship betwelea émphases of mass communication

and the salience of these topics to the individuakhe audience. This concept is stated

in causal terms: increased salience of a topicssud in the mass media influences

(causes) the salience of that topic or issue arttemgublic. (p.101).
Hence, when the coverage of media regarding ansaiiepect of an issue increases, the
perception and attention of the public towards Halent issue also increases, and vice versa.

This is what Dennis, Ismach, and Gillmor (1978erefd the agenda setting role of media over

public agenda as ‘relational concept’ of positigationship.

Some twenty years later, from Harold Lasswell'snpireent study in 1948, journalism scholars
McCombs and Shaw were carried out the first andstlecempirical experiment of the agenda-

setting role of the media during the 1968 US prdi@l election between Richard Nixon and
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his contender, Hubert Humphrey. They made theeaeh findings public in 1972, which in
fact showed that the influence of the media agerdéhe public agenda. In this regard Turow
(2009) notes:
McCombs and Shaw at the University of North Camli@hapel Hill, demonstrated this
agenda-setting effect in research for the firstetim a 1970s article. They surveyed
Chapel Hill voters about the most important issureghe presidential campaign. They
also conducted a content analysis of the attertliahmajor media outlets in Chapel Hill
paid to issues in the presidential campaign. Thegywed that the rankings of the
importance that voters placed on certain issudisarpresidential election campaign were
related not to the voters’ party affiliation or penal biases but to the priorities that the
media outlets in Chapel Hill presented at the ti(pel65).
According to Dearing and Rogers (1996, as citeRagers, 2004), the Chapel Hill research set
off a tremendous number of studies of the agentagerocess. This proliferation of agenda-
setting studies amounted to 357 publications attittne of 1996 synthesis, and the number
continues to grow. Similarly, Davie and Maher (2Dpfoved that this number has reached over
400 published studies. As we have seen the inogasumber of agenda setting related
publications, it was evident that, and still iswhthe original Chapel Hill study was a land mark
and authoritative research. That is why, for mdrantforty years since late 1960s and early

1970s, mass communication scholars have used agmttiag theory as a core conceptual

framework for understanding the impacts of newguwblic opinion (Kiousis, 2005).

Notwithstanding the influence of McCombs and Shasttgly outlined above, the size or amount
of issues being studied become diversified by |latsearchers. For instance, Rogers (2004)
noted, many of the early studies of agenda-settinge or less followed the model and methods
pioneered by McCombs and Shaw, which concentratetie set of issues (usually four or five)
that were on the national agenda at any one time saonth same as Chapel Hill study; but in

more recent years single-issue longitudinal re$earcagenda-setting also has been conducted.
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However, despite these new trends, “In both tygesgenda-setting studies, the media agenda is
measured by a content analysis, the public agepdairvey data, and the policy agenda by the

laws, regulations, and appropriations regardingsbee of study”’( Rogers, 2004, p.11).

In short, McCombs and Shaw believe that the “masslianhave the ability to transfer the
salience of items on their news agendas to thegagéenda” (cited in Griffin, 2006, p.395). But
even if the study of McCombs and Shaw appreciatethény scholars, they also criticized by
some for their inability to see the opposite wayeaning unlike their unidirectional agenda-
setting model, does the public agenda may affesebthe media agenda at times? As Watson
(2003, p.129) has written, for example, McCombs &hdw’s “model is oversimplification and
it assumes one agenda — that purveyed by the metliah then becomes the agenda of the
public. It can be argued that members of the puidie their own agendas, shaped by their own

personal circumstances.”

In somewhat similar perspective, Wright (1986) &mnan (2003) strongly argue that the impact
of mass media agenda setting role in making sosue$smore important than others to grasp the
attention of the public “is not automatic or camtaonsequence” under all circumstances; this is
because sometimes individual values of selectiy®uxre, perception and retention can thwart
media leadership in agenda-setting; moreover, &og@rocesses’ such as interpersonal
communication and opinion leaders impact rathen tim@dia coverage may affect the public’s

judgment of the salience of an issue.

Rogers and Dearing (as mentioned in Johnson-C&08%) later developed an updated model
of McCombs and Shaw agenda setting model durirgll@90s. Their model encompasses three

(media agenda, public agenda and policy agendajaictive agenda. Even in their prior work,
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Rogers and Dearing’s (1988, as cited in Johnsote€al005, p. 17) synthesized their media

agenda-setting research findings as follows:

(1) The mass media influence the public agenda.

(2) An understanding of media agenda setting is@ssary requisite to comprehending how the

mass media agenda influences the public agenda.

(3) The public agenda, once set by, or reflectedthy media agenda influences the policy

agenda of elite decision makers, and, in some cpesy implementation.

(4) The media agenda seems to have direct, songestreng, influence upon the policy agenda

of elite decision makers, and, in some cases, ypotiplementation.

(5) For some issues the policy agenda seems todduect, sometimes strong, influence upon

the media agenda.

The policy agenda is normally propagated by govemsand politicians. Yet as is so often the
case, Rogers and Dearing’s model also has not edtam criticism. To mention just one
example, Watson (2003), asks that why the threadsgare presented as being of equal size and
presumably equal power. Because the model isssliiear one, it does not sufficiently indicate

the dynamic relationship between their respectgenda or the potential for conflict.

Generally, it is possible to wrap up on the basia noumber of scholars claim (e.g. McCombs &
Shaw, 1972; Stone et al., 1999; Weaver, McCombsh&w§ 2004; Griffin, 2006), in most
instances the media agenda precedes public agandl#he media agenda is the cause, while the

public agenda is its somewhat delayed effect. Baisinould not be totally ignorant of the other
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dimension of this conclusion as it may happen yar®part from this generalization, however, it

is believed that news sources have influences ahanagenda.

The Influence of News Sources on Media Agenda

Here in this study there is a modest concern fertyipe of sources the media used, when they
were reporting their news. According to Weaver let(2004), another area of agenda-setting
research that seems to be gaining in popularitgasstudy of influences on news media agenda.
And, in this manner, they identify four key enti#jeamong the various kinds of influences on
media agenda. These are news sources, publicordagifforts, social nhorms and traditions of
journalists, and other media (intermedia agendinggtare the major ones. While the last three
kinds of influences can also be a source of newsest here | focus solely on the first one,

which is the impact of a news source on media agend

To begin with a concise concept of the term soulites the originator of the message which
may be a person, several people or an organizafiturow, 2009, p.9). Thus, as noted by Ott
and Mack (2010), journalists are used differenthods and ways for collecting the news to
meet their daily demand for news; of which jourstdi beats (i.e., places and institutions where
news is ‘expected’ to occur on any given day, salpolice stations and courthouses, or public
and political party officials), news agencies (Rguters, AP, UPI, ENA, SUNA), and punditry
(i.e., a prepackaged news produced by politiciamd #eir communication consultants to
promote a favorable image of a politician and Hs/Bpecific policy initiatives), and press

releases are a few but crucial examples.
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A number of scholars have written on this issuegragrthem Eldridge (1993, p.314) argues that:
“Today’s news-gathering is organized around offis@urces of information and the activities of
those in positions of authority make up much of siéwn a similar vein, Bennett (1993, as cited

in Ott & Mack, 2010) estimates that nearly threasters of all political news comes from
government officials in the form of interviews, pseconferences, press releases and so on. For
example, according to Weaver et al. (2004), inWinéded States of America context, the single

most influential news source is the president.

However, such unduly dependence of journalistsaitigal elites for their news gathering may
result in undesirable effects, say media can beoa d@f manipulation for those in a better
position. That is why Graber (2002) suggested jinatnalists who depend on political leaders
for much of their information are vulnerable to npatation by those sources. Nashina Saleem
(n.d, p.153) has supported this claim and furtheed that “U.S. media relied on government
sources that play a vital role in shaping mediaecage according to government’'s point of
view”(for better understanding see the sectiondaitipal economy of mass media below). If the
allegedly ‘independent and free’ U.S. media wasntbas partisan of those elites and their
policies, it would not be difficult that much to rggralize this finding toward other countries

media- elites relationship situation.

Another important news source influence on the megienda is the corps of public information
officers and other public relations practitioneBecause they subsidize the efforts of news
organizations to cover the news by providing sulisthamounts of information, frequently in
the form of press releases (Weaver et al., 200d¢. €arlier and detailed study in this regard has

been conducted by Sigal (1973, as cited in Weavair,e2004):
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Nearly half of the front-page news stories in Th@aNYork Times and The Washington
Post from 1949 to 1969 were based on press relepsess conferences, and other
information subsidies. Considering that both newwsps are major organizations with
large staffs and impressive resources, their sntigtaeliance on public relations sources
underscores the key role that information subsigiey in the formation of all media
agendas. (p.270).
An alternative option taken as source of news @rfee on the media agenda can also be other
media, which is labeled as intermedia effect (81jf2006; Weaver et al., 2004). To mention a
single quote from the United States setting, “thsreonsiderable anecdotal and some empirical
evidence about the agenda-setting influence of Nee York Times on other news media”

(Weaver et al., 2004, p.272).

By taking into consideration the various news seuirtfluences on media agenda indicated
above, some scholars (e.g., Weaver et al.,, 2004)upder question mark the perceived
independent role of mass media as agenda-settesistal give one example in light of this,
Weaver et al. (2004, pp.268-69) questioned thavaetgenda-setting role of the media assumed
by many public agenda-setting studies. If the madéamerely passing on agendas set by other
influential actors and institutions in society,itisaccurate to think of the media as the agenda

setters?”

All in all, despite some criticisms about the agesetting role of the mass media, it remained
one of the prominent theories in the fields of jmlism and mass communication research. And
thus media messages more or less put influencepaNgic and policy agenda, so that the media
plays particularly a crucial role in setting thebpa agenda. In other words, media have a power
to make issues reinforced, skewed or ignored tf#ire; and such practice of a media is known

as framing.
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2.4.2. Framing Theory
To know how the GERD project was presented in thected media, it is crucial to understand
the notion of framing; because the term framingashbow the project was portrayed in each of

those selected media.

History and Conceptual Definition of Framing Theory

According to Abdissa (2010), there is no consersueng scholars about who was the pioneer
of the term framing. For example, as he wrote, nsmairces credited it to the work of an
American sociologist Erving Goffman (1974). Whilefnan and some others (e.g., Stone et
al., 1999; Vliegenthart & van Zoonen, 2011) atttédzlit to the work of Gregory Bateson (1955,
1972). Still, according to Van Gorp (2005, as ciledAbddisa, 2010, p.25), it were Tuchman
(1978) and Gitlin (1980) “who introduced the notiohframes in the area of communication
research.” Whereas, Sagib Riaz (2008), on his pated back the beginning of the framing

theory some 50 years into Walter Lippmann’s puliloeg Public Opinion(1922).

However, aside from the question of who initiated term “framing”, it is widely understood
that the notion of framing is commonly used in fieéds of sociology and psychology, a concept
that focuses and tries to describe “an abstraatghenon that can be observed and measured”
(Stone et al., 1999, p.277). According to Vliegamttand van Zoonen (2011), the term framing
was already being used in sociology in the mid-5958ccordingly, it is believed that the
inception of the concept of framing had its roatsthe fields of sociology and psychology,

primarily.
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Some three decades after its original growth maimithe field of sociology, framing in media
and communication studies began only in the ea®90%; and thus becomes a buzz-word in
current mass communication research (Vliegenthara& Zoonen, 2011). Weaver (2007), in his
article Thoughts on Agenda setting, Framing, and Primingave a detailed comparative
statistics on the number of studies of these theges as indexed by communication abstracts
starting from 1971 to 2005. For example, categtlyideom 1971-1975 the number of articles
published in communication abstracts on agendangd#t), framing(0) and priming(0), while in
the 2001-2005 period it become 43, 165 and 25 otispéy. Relied on the ‘pattern of dramatic
growth’ of framing, he concluded that framing hac@me much more common or popular in

communication research articles this time thareeiftyenda setting or priming.

Though through time the term framing became nobomon in mass media communication
research, there is no universally agreed concemtethition of framing yet. The concept of
framing tell us how something is framed (or presdjitthe general way an issue or event treated
by the media in their reporting as well as by peoipl their daily intra- and inter-personal
communications. According to Rogers (2004), pditiscientist and communication scholar,
Shanto lyengar, has pioneered framing studiesaasdp an important influence on the agenda-

setting process a decade or so after the Chapedthidy, in his series of ingenious experiments.

In fact, the notion of framing is highly relatedtivithe agenda-setting theory. However, it goes
beyond the latter because it includes the discossicspecific elements of an issue or reality
rather than the generic issue itself (as in agesatiing). Thus, it can be said that the concept of

framing reinforces people to admit one meaning aveather.
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Different definitions of “frame” or media frame habeen presented by various researchers and
authors to date. For example, Goffman (1974, a&sldit Kendall, 2005, p.8), defines frame as
“cognitive structures that guide perception and tepresentation of reality. Frames denote
schemata of interpretation that make it possiblepieople ‘to locate, perceive, identify, and
label’ occurrences within their life space and therld at large”. According to Todd Gitlin
(1980, p.7), frame is a ‘persistent patterns ofnéan, interpretation, and presentation of
selection, emphasis and exclusion by which symbalkers routinely organize discourse.’
Gamson and Modigliani (1989, as cited in Stacksa®@n, 2009, p.461) also defined it more
broadly as “a central organizing idea or storylihat provides meaning to an unfolding strip of
events.” In a similar vein, Tankard et al.(1991¢c#dsd in Johnson-Cartee, 2005, p.24), described
media frame as “a central organizing idea for newrgtent that supplies a context and suggests
what the issue is through the use of selection, hasip, exclusion and elaboration.”
Consequently, Watson and Hill (2006) have concluttest, what is not on the page of a
newspaper is ‘out of frame’; what does not appeé#nimthe frame of the TV is off the public

agenda.

For Entman (1993), framing essentially involves twmjor points namely: selection and

salience. Entman (1993, p.52) further argues thai: frame is to select some aspects of a
perceived reality and make them more salient iro@munication text, in such a way as to
promote a particular problem definition, causaérptetation, moral evaluation and/or treatment
recommendation for the item described”. Again, fearare used to underline or privilege certain
aspects of an issue over others, thereby making there noticeable and memorable; that is
salience (Kendall, 2005). Kendall (2005), in hikd-raming Class media representations of

wealth and poverty in America, reveals how the meflame class favorably display the
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lifestyles of the upper class, whilst the workirlgss (or the middle-class) and the poor portray
in a deviant and negative way. In fact Kendallredfng is related with Karl Marx’s label of the

media as tools for ruling class in order to marapellthe masses (or working class). In sum,
media critics, Herman and Chomsky (2000, as citedsaleem, n.d, p.134) concluded that
“media frame plays a vital role in presenting, shgpor destroying the picture of an event or

story”.

The more serious argument, however, arises not fhenexistence or reality of framing but from
the question of whether or not media engaged imifrg activities deliberately. Graber (2002,
p.172) argues that “media as deliberately framitggiess toward their desired ends.” But in
contrast, Paletz and Entman (1981) argue thatméeia’s favorable framing toward political
elites over the general public is unintentionalaridenship (2011, p.15) synthesizes these
arguments as the “level of unconsciousness in uairfigame is always present and may be
combined with conscious framing.” Besides, EntnE®9@, p.52) shares Blankenship’s view by
stating that “communicators make conscious or uscions framing judgments in deciding what
to say.” Fairly to say, at least under certain winstances, all the above suggestions might be
correct as media may perhaps frame an issue caiségior unconsciously or a combination of
both; but it needs more research to claim configiertther the former outweighs the latter, and

vice versa.

Entman (1993), in his often-quoted articlé&srdming: toward clarification of a fractured
paradigm, in the journal of communication, identified foorain functions of frames in media:
define problems — determine what a causal agetirsg with what costs and benefits,

usually measured in terms of common cultural valaggnose causes — identify the
forces creating the problem; make moral judgmen&valuate causal agents and their
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effects; and suggest remedies — offer and justégtments for the problems and predict
their likely effects. (p.52).

Overall, media framing can be conceptualized aspitoeess of selection, emphasizing and
presentation of some aspects of “reality” or anesat the expense of others so that it make them
more salient; and thus they hold different slamtd angles. In one way or the other framing
theory in short, investigates how media peopleoarrjalists frame an issue, reality, or story -
either what to include or what to exclude. Therefomedia framing refers to a process of
selecting an issue from a given situation and &rrtiore provide more coverage to some aspect
of it in order to realize one’s aim by attractitg tattention of the audience more importantly to
it, whilst minimizing or, at worst, ignoring theher angles of an issue. For example in the case
of this study, a newspaper story or article abbet GERD’s project can frame in terms of its
potential economic significance, financial costyviemnmental and social impacts, curse of

conflict or source of mutual benefit among Eastéile basin countries, and so on.

Types of Framing

According to Stacks and Salwen (2009), when theiandécide to discuss some elements of a
story and leave other aspects unremarked, the naediddetermining” how the audience will
interpret the event or issues upon which the dtmryses. De Vreese (2005) put it in a simplistic
manner by stating that framing issues in a padicway is one influential system which the
media uses to shape public perception toward thegnded goal. This is the idea of framing,
which has different interpretations by differentividuals, groups, and even scholars. As a
result, inconsistency becomes its central naturgeg®nthart and van Zoonen (2011), for
example, observed that lyengar’s (1991) ‘episoaind ‘thematic’ frames is considerably overlap

with De Vreese’s (2005) ‘issue-specific’ and ‘gaoeframes. Irrespective of these confusions
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and various interpretations of framing as it wobkl expected; scholars have developed some
commonly known classifications as follows. Semedkd Valkenburg (2000), for example, who

have identified five types of framing:

conflict frame (emphasizes conflict between indisdts, groups, or institutions as a
means of capturing audience interest), human isttdreme (brings a human face or an
emotional angle to the presentation of an everdueis or problem), economic
consequences frame (reports an event, problenssaoeiin terms of the consequences it
will have economically on an individual, group, tiilgtion, region or country), morality
frame (puts the event, problem, or issue in thetexdnof religious tenets or moral
prescriptions), and attribution of responsibilitarhe (presents an issue or problem in
such a way as to attribute responsibility for cagsir solving to either the government or
to an individual or group). (pp.95-6).

Alike these categories, Gerhards and Rucht (1992cited in Scheufele, 1999), add three
additional types of framing, namely: diagnosticnirag (emphasizes on identifying a problem
and attributing blame and causality), prognostaming (focuses on a possible solution frame
and thus specifying what needs to be done), andratianal framing (the actual engagement in

ameliorative or corrective actions).

While on the other hand, according to De VreeseBwoaimgaarden (2003, as cited in Stacks &
Salwen, 2009), a frame can also be classified awadlyzed in terms of its valence, whether it
presents an idea in a positive or negative consbrucThis is because “it is the frame that can
shape how the public views an issue, group, ortewasting it in either a positive or negative
light” (Pavlik & Mcintosh, 2004, p. 444). Accordirtg Reichert, Mueller and Nitz (2003), tone
of coverage regarding the subject of discussionbeameasured in two ways: (1), the tone of the
instance (positive, negative, mixed and neutrafualthe issue of concern, and (2) whether the
instance was cynical or not. Coverage judged toyimécal was defined as that which belittled,

disparaged, and/or questioned the motives of isshese can also be measured based on a
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‘gestalt reading.” Or, to be specific, let us sayhis study, the tone of coverage about Ethiopia’s

decision to construct the GERD project was avadablithose selected newspapers.

Other significant numbers of scholars also distisiguwo major types of media frames. These
are episodic frames and thematic frames. Episodind is related to specific issues, while the
thematic frame in contrast focuses on general gtitén the words of lyengar and Simon

(1993, as cited in Stacks & Salwen, 2009, p.46&pisodic frames which focus on specific
events or happenings and thematic frames whicherétabroader, contextual circumstances.”
Similarly, Semetko and Valkenburg (2000) definedsthterms as ‘episodic’ news, which refers
to specific events, and ‘thematic’ news, which ref® more analytical, contextual, or historical
coverage. Similarly, Pavlik and Mcintosh (2004) ext=d that episodic framing is visually

appealing and thus often used by television news fbrtrays a story in terms of its concrete
events through live coverage. In contrast, prinvsi@overage, which is more likely to use

thematic framing stories are placed in a more gamentext as well as in interpretive analyses.

But, it is of course quite difficult, as lyengar9dl) acknowledges identifying a definite
difference between episodic frames and thematiodsa As a result news stories are “classified

based on the predominant frame”.

The Relationship of Framing with Agenda Setting

Framing theory of mass media has a close relatipngith agenda setting theory. So, it is

important to look at these ties shortly herein faelo

Agenda setting theory (first-level agenda settin@inly concerned with the transfer of issue

salience from the media agenda to the public ageimdather words, media emphasizes on
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certain issues over others increases their acdgysamd consequently influences the degree of
public concern for these salient issues (She&@®d7; McCombs & Shaw, 1972). In addition, as
Weaver et al. (2004) argue that more recently, dgesetting has expanded beyond first-level
agenda setting (what issues the media emphasizéhangublic cares about) to second-level
agenda setting (how issues and political actorgegerted and perceived). McCombs, Llamas,
Lopez-Escobar, and Rey (1997, as cited in ScheuféR9, p.116) compared these two levels of
agendas and wrote, “The first-level of agendarsgis...the transmission of object salience. The
second-level of agenda setting is the transmissiaitribute salience”. The agenda of attributes
have been called “the second level” of agendanggtt distinguish them from the first level, and

thus examines the relative salience of attributessoes (Weaver, 2007).

In this regard, framing is equated to second legeinda setting, even if Weaver (2007) noted
that ‘not all scholars agree’ that on the equivaleeraning of both terms. McCombs, Shaw and
Weaver (1997, as cited in Scheufele, 1999) sugdetstat not only are agenda setting and

framing effects related, framing is, in fact, anession of agenda setting.

Weaver et al. (2004) acknowledged that even if s@devel agenda setting and framing are not

identical processes, there are similarities in kbetwthem because,

Both are more concerned with how issues or othgctd (people, groups, organizations,
countries, etc.) are depicted in the media thah witich issues or objects are most (or
least) frequently covered. Both focus on the mabéest or prominent aspects or themes
or descriptions of the objects of interest. Both @oncerned with ways of thinking rather
than objects of thinking and with the details of fictures in our heads rather than the
broader subjects. (p.264).

In contrast, they also acknowledge that one dezidifference between them is that the former

(i.e., second-level agenda setting) has been noateséd on the relationship between media and
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audience ways of thinking, while the latter (frag)iconcentrated on how the media cover and

present various subjects.

According to Scheufele (1999), two aspects, salactand salience, of Entman’s (1993)
definition are especially important for differenirgy framing from agenda setting. Agenda
setting research (e.g., McCombs & Shaw, 1972) lmsnmnly examined the selection and
salience of issues, whereas framing is related thigrselection and salience of particular aspects
of an issue rather than to the generic issue itstdfe in this regard there is a related area of
concern toward theories of agenda setting and frgnmiihis is the case of media ownership and
their relationship with various elites (i.e., th@ncept of political economy of mass media which
will be highlighted in some detail below) whichliglieved to play a considerable role in setting

media agenda and framing of issues.

In summary, there are similarities and differentetween framing and agenda setting in
general, and framing and second level agenda gettiparticular. And, the popularity of both
theories is becoming increasing from time to timevarious fields of disciplines, mainly in the

area of media and communication studies.

2.4.3. Political Economy of Mass Media

To achieve a wider comprehension upon the theorfPaitical Economy (PE) in its media
studies; it is important to begin with the foundas of political economy itself. Accordingly,
for Offe (1996, as cited in Krause, 2009) and Wo(8#00) the concept of PE is a broad term
covering a great variety of approaches from sos@nces mainly in political science and

international relations and interprets differently different people. Starting from late "18
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century to 19 century, the term PE was in use to describe whaiak theorists, political

philosophers, and economists did.

It is widely acknowledged that, the classical perisf PE starts with the writers of the™8
century Scottish enlightenment thinking and itsiquie in the 18 century. But later, in the 30
century, the notion PE was often used to refer l&ssical Marxist analysis (Wasko, 2005;
Laughey, 2007; Krause, 2009). Downey (2006, p.lfl@red a similar clarification for the
initiation of PE: “PE as an approach to understagdhe world was born in ¥8century in

response to dramatic economic and political cham@airope.”

The term PE is used to describe the theoreticaloapgp that, above all, looks at the economic
and the political system of a society in an intégslamanner (Krause, 2009). To be specific, PE
maintains a shared concern with the politics ar@hemics of any given institution, including
mass media (Laughey, 2007). Thus, in the wordslbBAd Alesina (1996, as cited in Krause,
2009, p.36), “[P]olitical economy emphasizes batbonomic behavior’ in the political process
and ‘political behavior’ in the market place.” Iimet case of critical political economists,
however, their pivotal emphasis is on the econdattor other than the political one (Laughey,

2007).

To go beyond this could take the researcher otithe@Kcope of this study; so that now turns to
the point, i.e., PE of mass media. According togBaai (2010), one decisive factor in the

political system, which has been ignored by PEné&ss media because little efforts have been
made to familiarize its role. For the purpose af gtudy, therefore, the researcher will focus on

the PE of mass media in regard to its relationsliip the national interest and foreign policy of

60



states, public officials, and other powerful forcés the context of media and state relations

Wasko (2005) explains,

To understand the media’s role in society, it iseesial to understand relationships
between media power and state power....Thus, an tamtatheme in political economic

research has been tracking the relationships batwektical power and media power,

and especially those relationship that involvedtate. (pp.38-9).

For Laughey (2007) the theory of PE focuses orptiics and economics of media institutions
and the texts they produce. In fact broadly spepkiedia play a crucial role within national and
cross-national economic, political and social affaAccordingly, Mosco (2008) argues that on
balance, most of the research findings in PE ofstmaedia (or communication) had showed that
their “nationalist tendencies.” For example, Yag§(@3, as cited in Saleem, n.d) used a frame

analysis technique to reach on similar conclusion,

He compares the way in which Chinese and U.S. mamiared the NATO airstrikes on

Yugoslavia in 1999. His finding reveals that twdfelent media frames — while the

Chinese media framed the airstrikes as an inteiemf Yugoslavia’'s sovereignty and

territory, the U.S. media framed the airstrikes dsimanistic aid to Albanians to stop the
ethnic cleansing initiated by Serbians. And, fipalhe concluded that in international
news reportage, national interest often outweighgrofactors to play an active role in
framing media texts. (pp.139-40).

More importantly, Edward Herman and Noam ChomsIBt®k Manufacturing ConsentThe
Political Economy of the Mass Medid988), provide a comprehensive picture of the US
corporate media of which their analysis of the raediforeign policy relationship shows US
media generally support US foreign policy natiomaterest in general, and the media’s
subservient role of elites in society in particulldallin (1986, as cited in Herring & Robinson,
2003, p. 557), consistent with Herman and Chomskycludes that “the US media rarely

produce coverage deviating” from the stand of Uiiafs. Downey (2006) also strengthen this
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idea by noting that during the 2003 American ineasof Irag, US elite newspapers widely

‘supported the invasion.’

Herman and Chomsky’s (1988, p.2) propaganda mog#asizes on the “inequality of wealth
and power and its multilevel effects on mass-matests and choices. It traces the routes by
which money and power are able to filter out thevsie..” As a result, in their propaganda
model, they identified five interrelated “filtersf mass media news, which are consistently
served as propagandists for the interests of U&sellhese are ownership/corporate, advertising
(as the primary income source of the mass med@)iceg (symbiotic relationship or the
reliance of the media on information provided bygmment, business, etc.), flak (as a means of
disciplining the media through adverse criticismtimidation), and anticommunism (as a

national religion and control mechanism via ideglgeatriotism).

Their analysis is supported by ample of cases &dpem their review of the fate of ‘worthy and
unworthy victims’ and treatment of elections iniecit/friendly’ and ‘errant/unfriendly’ states
(Herman & Chomsky, 1988). For instance, the findfigheir extensive analysis concerning the
former case, which is contrary to their originapbthesis, revealed that “worthy victims” were
obviously and greatly neglected, received minimamhnization and coverage, while the
“unworthy victims” were treated with excessive aundcritical generosity, humanized and
sympathetic story by the US press (lbid.). The pggmda model consistently portrays people
abused in enemy states as worthy victims, whetesettreated with equal or greater severity by
its own government or clients as unworthy (Ibi€ansequently, the media serve this purpose in
many ways like through selection of topics, disttibn of concerns, framing of issues, filtering
of information, emphasis and tone, and by keepiabate within the bounds of acceptable

premises (Herman & Chomsky, 1988; Mitchell & Schiekf2002). Or, in the words of Scagliusi

62



(2010), media are mere “megaphone” of the politisidn short, they labeled the media as tools

of the nation or of those dominant elites.

Though the focus of Herman and Chomsky’s studgwelved on the US private media- foreign
policy relationships, their position on the privateedia can also be works in state-controlled
media; and ‘by implication elsewhere’ — it's applate both in domestic issues and other states

too (Street, 2001; Herring & Robinson, 2003).

The controversies are more subtle in the work ofrntde and Chomsky along with
counterarguments. A number of writers and schoatiser refuted or blamed the work of
Herman and Chomsky for their oversimplification abthe flimsy and instrumentalist function
of media. Even some others labeled them as “caaspitheorists” despite the fact that they

preemptively rejected such kind of critics by ngtthat “evasive.”

Meanwhile, unlike Herman and Chomsky, Bennett (2@04307) argues that “it is common to
hear that press-government relations are more ictatdl and negative.” In somewhat similar
vein, Schlesinger and Tumber (1994, as cited inmdeslhalgh, 2006) stressed journalists are
more independent than is implied by Herman and GhkgmFor instance, according to
Gurevitch and Blumler (1990, as cited in Fog, 2Q842), one among the many key democratic
functions of media is to “resist efforts of foraastside the media to subvert their independence.”
Mass media are powerful forces and thus they “caate you or break you” (Mbaine, 2006,
p.120). In effect, that is why leaders have alwaged the press, particularly the “elite
newspapers”, to obtain information and insightsotimer countries and world affairs (Gilboa,
2002). Here, the researcher has a typical exampmhe the Ethiopian context; PM Meles recently

made public his sympathetic to the Economist Magafr the above reasons.
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Taking into consideration all the above conflictingguments, Wolfsfeld (1997, as cited in
Herring & Robinson, 2003) conducted a study thahgares media power and the power of
political elites (implicitly the state), and he oiuded that the latter supersedes that the former

because,

The political process is more likely to have aruahce on the news media than the news
media are on the political process. The politiqalcess has a major impact on the press
because political power can usually be translatatb ipower over the news
media...because the news media are much more likelyact to political events than to
initiate them...and because political decisions haveajor influence on who owns the
media and how they operate. (p.559).

Wolfsfeld’s conclusion can be reflected partly imetstudy of media-source relations, elite
sources dominate news production. One commonlyaelenged reason for the domination of
elites as news suppliers is that “elites are requiyain public negotiation and conflict with each
other” and thus “often attempt to use the medigptomote their conflicting political and
economic goals” (Davis, 2003, p.672). State anga@@te elites may precisely be defined by
their control of the media texts and talk, becallsy are the ones that have preferential and
active access to public discourse in general anthdabof the media in particular. As a result,
elites considered by and serve as reliable sowfcasws gathering for reporters as well as the
general public (Van Dijk, n.d; Davis, 2003; Vivia2Q03; Straubhaar & LaRose, 2006). On the
other hand, though concomitant with, the mass med fit themselves into ‘a symbiotic
relationship with powerful sources of informatioy Bconomic necessity and reciprocity of
interest’, such as consistent flow of news avdlilgbto satisfy their daily news demands
(Herman & Chomsky, 1988, p. 18). Consequently, riteglia can be heavily influenced by the

state and corporate elites.
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The net result of such a symbiotic but unequalicgiahips between ruling elites (state) and the
media sustained that the media are serving as gulating tools of elites through keeping the

economic and political status quo, including whatesise status over the masses. This in turn,
Orthodox Marxists argued that, generates a “fatsesciousness” in the heart and minds of the
masses. It is thus a rule of thumb for politicadmomists of communication, as their central aim
of political economies of communication is, “to gmhend and change social inequalities
created by communication practices for the be{@raham, n.d, p.17) virtually at any level, that

is local, national, regional and global.

Generally, media plays an important role in infarghiand misinforming the public about their
environment, country and other friendly or unfrigndountries at large. As a matter of fact,
media coverage of political, economic, and develepia issues can differ from country to
country and from political system to political syt Despite this judgment, however, it is
difficult to give a clear generalizatiothhat accommodates the above mentioned conflictienys/
about the political economy of mass media, becéusehe part of either those who would say
that the media are always mere servants of bighbssior the state, or of those who would say
that producers operate independently of powerfigrests” (Hesmondhalgh, 2006, p. 87). Thus,
it would not be wrong to say that the fact may ol lie in either of the polarized positions, but

also in a mix of them.
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Chapter Three

Research Methodology

3.1. Data Collection Methods of the Study

This research has employed quantitative contery@mapproach as a pivotal research method,
while adding a qualitative method of in-depth imtew to it. Using such pair of methods is
commonly known as ‘triangulation’ or “mixed methd@pproach, which is helpful in mitigating
and/or compensating one method’'s weaknesses/disiades by the strengths/advantages of the
other (Gray, 2004; Hansen et al., 1998; Wimmer &rDock, 2006). And the key benefit of
using such a combination of research methods, aBeB2004) asserts, is to make sure that the

findings are not artifacts of one particular metiobénalysis.

According to Trochim (2006), despite the fundamkerghilosophical differences between
gualitative and quantitative research methods,ractce however, there is little difference in
between them, chiefly for the following two reasoridll qualitative data can be coded
guantitatively, and all quantitative data is based qualitative judgment.” For this reason,
gualitative is not to be taken as an opposite @ngjtative and vice-versa (Westley & Stempel
lll, 1989, p.7). Therefore, these methods of engare not absolutely exclusive or unconnected

to each other.

The next sub-sections tried to elaborate why thmethods of enquiry have been selected and

how much they are relevant in answering the questiaised by this paper.
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3.1.1. Quantitative Content Analysis
Different researchers use different types of redearethods depending on their peculiar area of
research. Content analysis, surveys, and experinagatsome of the methods that fall under the
guantitative research methods. Since this resdamlses on the analysis of the content of the
national and international print media coverag&itbfiopia’s decision to construct the GERD on
the Nile River, quantitative content analysis leitdslf well for the purpose. Besides, in-depth

interview was employed to fill the limitations dfe content analysis method.

History of Content Analysis

Historically, according to Rogers (2004), the begig of content analysis dates back to early
1920s and he further argued that the works of Walgpomann pioneered in conducting one of
the first scholarly content analyses of The New KYdimes coverage of the 1917 Russian
Revolution. In this regard, Lippmann and Merz (192€ cited in Rogers, 2004) found an anti-

Bolshevik bias in The New York Times news coverage.

But, in its modern form, the history of content lgss can be traced back to the Second World
War, when allied intelligence units monitored themter and types of popular songs played on
European (German and occupied Europe) radio statdamd similar exercises took place in the
Pacific theatre, where American intelligence mamitbcommunications between Japan and its
various island bases (Gunter, 2000; Wimmer & DooknR006). In this perspective, modern
content analysis began at least in late 1930s dsapd parcel of western military intelligence
operations when they had always sought to havengpieaknowledge about their enemies’
military movements and spirits vis-a-vis the amoamd types of music played in their respective

radio stations.
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Aside from these specific military applicationsntent analysis evolved methodologically and
was used by academic researchers to study a wide i@ media issues (Gunter, 2000; 2002).
Specifically, after the WW Il researchers usedistudy propaganda in newspapers and radio.
For instance, Berelson’s 1952 Book entitl€bhntent Analysis in Communication Research
signaled that the technique had gained recogné®ra tool for media scholars (Wimmer &
Dominick, 2006). Generally, content analysis hasnbable and continues to be one of the most
widely used research methods dealing with media amdmunication studies (Hansen et al.,
1998; Berger, 2000). Thus, today, content analgsisomes a common and popular research

technique of media and communication.

Definition of Content Analysis

Many scholars give various definitions of the tecontent analysis. The first or possibly the
classic and frequently quoted definition of contanalysis is given by Berelson (1952, as cited
in Stone et al, 1999, p.323) as “content analysis iresearch technique for the objective,
systematic and quantitative description of the ffeshi content of communication”. The
“manifest” content communication is anything spok@nd recorded), written, published,
broadcast, presented as a graphic or on film, gitizid (Stone et al, 1999). Generally,
Berelson’s definition is supported by many schoti#rthe area; for instance, Fiske (1990, p.136)
suggested that ‘content analysis is designed tdyze an objective, measurable, and verifiable
account of the manifest content of messages.” M@aedtempel Il (1989) who highlights the
key to understanding content analysis as heavipedéent on understanding the meaning of the
four major components of Berelson’s definition litseamely objective, systematic, quantitative

and manifest (i.e., observable) content as follows
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A) Objective means the opposite of subjective amslachieved by having the categories
of analysis defined so precisely that differentspes can apply them to the same content
and get the same results; or the research findingsld not be tainted by the researcher’s
personal biases; B) Systematic means, ‘triple 8ijrthat a set of explicit and consistent
procedure is applied in the same way to all theesdrbeing analyzed; categories are set
up so that all relevant content is analyzed; andaéns that the analyses are designed to
secure data relevant to a research question ortlggie; C) Quantitative means simply
the recording of numerical values or the frequenwaigh which the various defined types
of content occur; and D) Manifest content meansaghgarent content, which means that
content must be coded as it appears rather thdreaontent analyst feels it is intended.
(pp.125-26).

But, Berelson’s definition is criticized by somede Gunter, 2000) for its pure restriction on

guantitative analysis and its concern with maniéesttent only, inter alia.

Taking these limitations of Berelson’s definitiomta account, other scholars rather presented
alternative definitions of the term content anay#ccording to Walizer and Wienir (1978, as
cited in Gunter, 2000, p.56), “content analysismy systematic procedure devised to examine
the content of recorded information.” Kerlinger Q0 as cited in Wimmer & Dominick, 2006,
p.150) defines it as “a method of studying and ymay communication in a systematic,

objective and quantifiable manner for the purpdsm@asuring variables”.

When we look at these three definitions, they amatiously articulated not to repeat the
problems raised in the definition given by BerelsBy comparison, these latter definitions have
omitted references, or did not mention explicitly,the manifest aspect of the content analysis
and instead their emphases were targeted on thenstization, objectivity and quantification
aspects of the method. However, critics say thatesd analysis could never be objective in a
value-free world. Because human beings by theiureatire subjective and thus cannot be

absolutely value-free in their judgments.
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Purposes of Content Analysis

Content analysis as a research method can be appliBfferent fields of studies, such as media
and communication studies, sociology, politicaleace, gender and feminism issues, and
humanity. At the same time, it can be applied taygles of message content analysis, including
written or printed documents, recorded messaghkss,fiand audio tapes (Graber, 2004). The
content analysis of various media messages care sevas an insight to know the socio-
economic and political situations, policies andatgigies, and the style of political
communication of different governments. Contentlysis, thus, as a research technique has a
number of functions or purposes. According to Gu(2800; 2002), the central thrust of content
analysis is to provide a descriptive account of vehmedia text (i.e. TV programme, newspaper
report, magazine feature) contains, and to do sa form that can be repeated by others.
However, its application can go beyond simple dpson and it was regarded as being able to
provide insights into the intentions or objectiwésnedia content producers. Moreover, it serves
a crucial function by comparing the way various raeaslithin a particular country, or between
various countries covered an issue. Wimmer and Denf2006, pp.152-53) identified five main
purposes of content analysi®escribing communication content, testing hypothefeanessage
characteristics, comparing media content to thal“veorld”, assessing the image of particular

groups in society and establishing a starting pminstudies of media effects.”

In a similar vein, Stone et al.(1999) and Wrigh2g&) also stated five uses of content analysis
as follows: a) describing the content itself, bjtitey hypothesis, ¢) documenting trends, d)
relating media content to the real world, and egasing the motives of the messenger/drawing

inferences about the nature or intention of theroamcator.
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In sum, if we look at the above mentioned purpasfesontent analysis articulated by a few
authors and, of course, presumed by many othersthe uses of quantitative content analysis
are almost common to all, namely describing mediatent, testing hypotheses or research
guestions, comparing media content with the realdy@ssessing media trends over time, and
providing clues about the objective of media ingiins or producers. But it is somewhat
difficult to take for granted content analysis astandalone method for media effects research

because it is more of descriptive type of resetchnique by nature.

Advantages and Limitations of Content Analysis
Quantitative content analysis as a research teghrtigs a number of advantages, which enable
it to be a popular research method. To list sonte@badvantages,
* Itis unobstrusive (and thus does not influencsutgjects),
» ltis relatively inexpensive to conduct,
* Material is usually accessible,
» It yields quantifiable data,
» It can deal with current events/topics of preseayt-dhterest, past events, or both
» It enables to cover a large study population aspare to qualitative research methods,
* It enables to include large amounts of textual nmi@tion with relative ease in a given
study.

(Stone et al, 1999; Berger, 2000; 2005

With all these advantages, however, content araby@illd not be free of limitations as there is
no any research method devoid of defects. Accolgirige limitations or problems associated

with content analysis include, but not limited to,
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It is hard to be certain that the sample studigépsesentative,

It is extremely time consuming, tedious and cotbhnique,

» Lacks depth due to its higher tendency on purebcdptive accounts of the media text,

Usually it disregards the human aspects like valdgments.

(Graber, 2004; Berger, 2005)

3.1.2. In-depth Interview
Interviews are one of the most commonly used andtrfiundamental research techniques.
Perhaps, the simplest way to describe the ternmggrview’ is to say that it is a conversation or
an interaction between interviewer and interviewie,which the former has the role of
researcher; or it is a conversation between a rgsea(someone who wishes to gain information
about a subject) and an informant (someone whauprably has information of interest on the
subject) (Berger, 2000; Gray, 2004). Kumar (1998p adefines the term interview as any

person-to-person interaction between two or madeviduals with a specific purpose in mind.

Interviewing is one of the most widely used datalection methods in media and
communication research (Gunter, 2002), and it isnipaapplied in the qualitative research
method. There are a number of different types tdrinews, such as informal conversational
interview, structured interview, semi-structuredemiew, unstructured interview, in-depth
interview and focus group interview, among othendh. But, the focus of this study is limited

to in-depth interview alone, as a qualitative reskeanethod for data collection.

In the literature, though the term in-depth intewiis used interchangeably with terms like

unstructured interview, non-directive interview &gy 2004) or intensive interview (Wimmer &
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Dominick, 2006), strictly speaking they are not te@me. In an in-depth interview, the
interviewer develops a framework called an intamviguide, within which to conduct the
interview. Within this structure, the interviewesrinulates questions spontaneously during an
interview (Kumar, 1999). The interview guide (Seppa&ndix C), thus, should comprise the
central topic and usually the key open-ended lfsguestions that will help the researcher
(interviewer) to keep focus on the topic that iemed to be investigated during the interview

process.

In-depth interviewing is a qualitative researchhteque that involves conducting intensive
individual interviews with a small number of respents to explore their perspectives, (by
implication their country’s stand), on a particuldea, program, or situation (Boyce & Neale,
2006). Respondents are allowed to talk freely adotime subject, while the role of the
interviewer is mainly confined to checking on argubtful points and rephrasing answers to

check for accuracy of understanding (Gray, 2004).

In considering the appropriateness of in-depthrim@ as a data gathering method, it is
important to look at its advantages and limitatiddsnce, some of the main advantages of in-

depth interview include:

» Data are collected in natural setting,

* Provides a detailed information about a topic suésfrom few but key respondents,

* Provides more accurate responses on sensitivesissue
» Facilitates access for immediate follow-up datdextion for clarification and omissions,

* Provides flexibility for interviewer during intemw process,
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» Facilitates analysis, validity checks, and triamagjoh.

(Kumar, 1999; Hughes, 2002; Wimmer & Dominick, 2P06

On the other hand, the limitations of in-depth miew which include:

Time-intensive evaluation activity because of theetit takes to conduct interviews,

transcribe them, code them and analyze the results,

* Depends especially on the honesty of those progidie data as respondents don’t
always tell the truth,

* Prone to interviewer bias unless researchers lgetalile honest and systematic to control
it,

« Difficult to make generalizations partly due to 8mall sample size of informants,

Difficult to replicate.
(Kumar, 1999; Berger, 2000; Hughes, 2@2yce & Neale, 2006; Wimmer & Dominick,

2006)

For the purpose of this study, an in-depth intemweas used at least for three reasons. First, it is
used to triangulate or complement the data gaihesugh quantitative content analysis from
those selected three newspapers so as to veritmgredibility of their results. Second, in-
depth interview is employed to assist in exploring deeper understanding of an issue at hand;
in other words it provides an in-depth knowledgadetailed information about the topic. And

lastly, it is pertinent to investigating some oé tlesearch questions raised in this study.

To this end, three informants (See Appendix D), &mmen each major Eastern Nile basin

member countries (i.e., Ethiopia, Egypt and Sudam)e selected. And this was made
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intentionally by the researcher as the subjechefdtudy affects either directly or indirectly the
national interest of all these states. Moreovencesithe issue is politically sensitive, the

informants are high profile officials in their resgive countries.

3.2. Sampling and Sampling Strategy

Samples are taken from populations. In researdh,tehm ‘population’ can refer to people,
aggregates of texts, institutions, or anything eksiag investigated. The size of a population can
thus be small or large depending on what the reBeais investigating (Deacon et al., 1999). In
principle, it is desirable to study all of the wunthat form the population of interest in a given
study. However, in practice this is rarely doneitois often not practicable because of the
following main reasons: cost, feasibility, time aqdality (Lynn, 2002). As a result, sampling

has been taken as a solution to the aforementipreddems.

A sample is any sub-set or representative of d pmpulation from which sample is drawn in
order to generalize the finding of a given studyhe population as a whole (Stone, et al, 1999;
Kumar, 1999; Gunter, 2000; 2002; Wimmer & Domini@g06; Turow, 2009). In other words,
sampling is the process of selecting elements feorpopulation (the aggregate number of
elements or units that are included in the studwatlwut which the researcher wants to make

inferences) of interest (Shoemaker & McCombs, 1@38y, 2004).

Broadly speaking, sampling techniques can be divid& two categories, namely, random or
probability sampling (e.g., simple random samplirgjtatiied random sampling, cluster
sampling) and non-random or non-probability sangplife.g., purposive sampling, quota

sampling, convenience/volunteer sampling, snowbathpling, accidental sampling). While in
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random sampling, each member of the populatioraHasown nonzero chance of being selected
for the sample, in non-random sampling, the uniégssalected through other means, for example,
by the researcher’s own judgments on what he/sheviee with respect to whether the selected
samples are “representative” of the total poputatithe advantage of random sampling is that it
allows researchers to gauge the frequency of samg@iror, while the non-random sampling

does not (Gunter, 2002; Gray, 2004).

By making a tradeoff in their feasibility with resgt to this study as well as the relative strengths
and weaknesses of the above mentioned types oflisgmpethods, | opt to focus on the
purposive sampling technique. According to GrayO@0pp. 87-8), “purposive sampling may
succeed in achieving a true cross-section of thplation.” Similarly, Kumar (1999) states that
the primary concern in purposive sampling (alsovkmas judgmental sampling) is the judgment
of the researcher as to who and what can provieddst information to achieve the objectives
of the study. Or, in purposive sampling, the redear samples with a purpose in his/her mind. In
addition, Riffe and Freitag (1997, as cited in Wierm& Dominick, 2006) confirm the
importance and popularity of purposive samplingantent analysis. For instance, in their study,
they found that 68 percent of all the content asedyin Journalism Quarterly from 1971 to 1995

used a purposive sample.

Media Selection: On the basis of purposive sampling, the followthgee newspapers were
chosen as the media outlets for the studlydis Zemen, Al Ahram Weeldpd Sudan Vision

While Addis Zemeris available in hard copy, the remaining two neayspys were accessed
online. These three newspapers were chosen pugtigsklr the following reasons: selecting
newspapers across countries provided a wider viasewerage of the GERD project than would

have been gotten from the media of a particulantguthey have oriented coverage on the Nile
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basin issue; with the exception of Sudan Visioaf th an independent or private newspaper, the
rest are (pro-)government newspapers in their adsgecountries and this would be useful to
achieve some stands of the parties on the isssity,lthey are more of continental media and
possibly represent the key actors of the Eastela disin countries namely Ethiopia, Egypt and

Sudan, respectively.

As can be easily discerned from the three mediktsuinentioned above, the study depends on
newspapers at the exclusion of other media outieisly for the following reason: “Print media
[particularly newspapers] supply the largest quemsti of factual political information and
analysis” (Graber, 2002, p. 5); thus, “newspapéag p greater role as facilitators of social and
political expression than other media...newspaperphasize conveyance of information and
ideas about contemporary events and issues to aegrdegree than other media that are

entertainment oriented”(Alexander et al., 19981 1i1).

Here, the researcher would like to note one cfigorablem that has encountered at the initial
stage in beginning of the selection process of eeditlets for this research. The researcher
intended to select either government or pro-govenmtrmedia from the major Eastern Nile basin
countries. But, in the process, the researcher usiteced language problem regarding the
Sudanese government owned print media, which ifighdd in Arabic language. Weighing the
difficulties of finding the hardcopy from Sudanethme and financial costs the researcher would
has to incur for interpreters, finally opted foraternative media. Hence, the researcher selected
an independent/privately own&iidan Visiomewspaper that is published in English language
and is easily accessible electronically. A brieffppe of the three selected print media outlets is

presented below.
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Addis Zemen (Amharic language newspaper) was established4d b9 the then Emperor Haile
Selassie | as a national weekly newspaper; latethis newspaper shifted from a weekly to a
daily publication since 1958 (Maeregu, 1995ECGXIdis Zemenwhich means ‘New Century’,
covers both national and international topics @ntbntinues to exist hitherto as a government

newspaper despite the fact that the country expegkthree successive government changes.

*EC refers to Ethiopian Calendar
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Table 3.1Summary of thé\ddis Zememewspaper genres and the topics it covers

Type of Genre Topics covered in the genre
News [national and international] A collection @ftional and international news
Editorial Reveals the stand of the newspaper oiowatimely and major

issues of concern

Commentary News analysis on various issues of canlog the newspaps

—

staff writers in an attempt to influence or assatal readers

outlook into their desired aim

Economy National and international issues of ecaosnfinance and
business

Political National and international issues of podi

Agenda/ Letters Interested individuals, groups iastitutions reflect their view

on various argumentative issues like political, rernic and

social

Letter from Readers Comments or reaction of reader various issues of their
concern

Social Health, education, society, women, childegn,

Art and Culture Topics related with art and culture

Entertainment Different entertainment items actbhssglobe

Science and Technology Scientific and technologitsdoveries

Advertisement Vacancy announcements, promotion aifdg and services,

invitation for bids, etc.

Sports Various national and international sporneve

Al-Ahram Weekly is a weekly English-language newspaper issuee 8cFebruary, 1991. The
newspaper is government owned and it covers bdtbnad and international topics. According
to Merrill and Fisher (1980), the ter& Ahram (Arabic word) stands for “The Pyramids.” In
fact, Al Ahram Weeklys an English version of th&l Ahram (Arabic language issue) that was
established in 1875, that is, 116 years prickltdhram Weekly.

Table 3.2Summary of thél Ahram Weeklyewspaper genres and the topics it covers
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Type of Genre

Topics covered in the genre

Egypt

Whatever issues related to the nationaléstesf Egypt

Focus Commentary on various topical issues

Economy National and international economic issues

Region Various issues associated to the Middle &adtNorth Africa
region

International Different topics of international @amn

Interview Interview with different persons on vargissues

Opinion Scholarly opinion on different topics indlng the editorial

part

Press Review

A summary of various press coveraghffament issues

Reader’'s Corner

Readers comment on various issuksioconcern

Special Dedicated to special events like war angcetr ethnic
cleansing, peace talks, globally debatable isstes,

Culture National and international aspects of caltissues

Living Horoscopes, living style/standard and ins¢seof people

Features Detailed analyses about various topicd ag political,

economic, social as well as events

Entertainment

Various entertainment items acrossigtion plus globally

Sports National and international sports items

People Covers on various success stories as welhniasry and
discrimination of different ethnic races, groupsdapeople
from all corners of the world

Cartoons Presentation of comics using drawing axr t

Listings Listings of programmes for cinema, exhdis, lectures
theatre, music and dance, containing informatiarhsas place
and time.

Heritage Supplies reports and reviews about hisibtieritages global
wide

Sky High* News, reports and information about eawvel

Books* Review of books with special focus on reqaublications

Travel* Guidelines of travel, traveler's notes, atids on potential
tourism sites

Advertising Advertising of goods and services, etc

*columns of monthly supplement

Sudan Vision is a daily Sudanese privately owned newspaper lihat been established on
December 30, 2003 (30/12/2003). In the Sudanesexip8udan Visions historically the oldest
issued English language newspaper starting fron8.2@Qyives a range of local, national and

international coverage.
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Table 3.3Summary of th&udan Visiomewspaper genres and the topics it covers

Type of Genre Topics covered in the genre

News A collection of national and international rseitems

Editorial Stand of the newspaper on various tiniedyies

Reports various institutional work assessment gt/ negotiation results between
opposing parties, facts about various things asukis of importance

Features Readers, scholars and experts reflect ghespective on various issues like
political, economic and social

Commentary News analysis on various issues of coripethe newspaper staff writers in gn
attempt to influence or assimilate readers’ outlid& their desired aim

Current Affaires News and analysis about localiomai and international topical issues

Opinion Scholarly opinion of readers on differesgiies

Comments Any reaction or comment of readers orouarissues of their interest

Studies Carries new research findings in diffefietds

Business national and international issues of lessineconomy

Science News on latest scientific inquires andalisdes

Sports Various national and international sporesyp

Arts and Culture Issues related with arts anducelt

Advertisement Advertising of goods and serviceal estate, vacancy announcements

Currency Rates The currency exchange rate of selectuntries including Sudan

Caricature Presentation of satirical or comics ugto drawing cartoons or vivid
description

Photo Gallery Shows different photos of historigdhces, heritages, cultural costumes,
famous persons

Time Frame: The time frame for the analysis of the news cantérthe selected media outlets
covers from the day the GERD project officially tahed on March 30, 2011 to September 25,
2011 (when a week before, i.e., September 17-18],2he Ethiopian premier officially visited

Egypt to discuss about the two countries relatinrgeneral and the GERD project in particular).

Story Selection:As Gunter (2002, p.221) argues, “In some instgribesuniverse may be small
enough to be analysed in its entirety.” Taking iobmsideration the small amount of coverage of

Al Ahram Weeklyand Sudan Visionnewspapers over issues of concern to this study, t
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researcher has taken all their editions withinghescribed time frame. However, considering a
huge textual data ohAddis Zememewspaper, sampling is an imperative and, henight e
editions per month were taken from the newspapetual output. The sampling process for
Addis Zemereditions looked like this: from the first week tfe first month (April 2011),
Monday and Tuesday editions were selected, from sheond week of the first month,
Wednesday and Thursday editions,....from the firsekvef the second month (May 2011),
Tuesday and Wednesday editions, and so on, urpiie8der 25, 2011. Such a technique for
sampling edition dates, as Wimmer and Dominick @O0@.157) put it, is known as
“stratification by week of the month and by day tbe week.” According to Wimmer and
Dominick (2006), a sampling rule that no more thaa days per week can be chosen is one way

to ensure a balanced distribution across the month.

Moreover, the selection of story content of the¢hselected newspapers is confined to news and
current affairs genres/types (e.g. editorial, néeature, and interview); hence, any article item

that is explicitly or implicitly associated withéfGERD project was analyzed.

3.3. Unit of Analysis
Once the media type, dates or time frame and/stumient type have been determined, the next
step is to decide on and select the unit of aralmi measurement unit), which is an important

part of content analysis.

The unit of analysis is the entity that is counted content analysis. It is the smallest elemént o
a content analysis but also one of the most impbdae. In written content, the unit of analysis

might be a single word or symbol, a sentence, agraph, a theme (a single assertion about one
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subject), or the whole article or story (Stempél 1989; Hansen et al., 1998; Gunter, 2000;
Wimmer & Dominick, 2006). Besides, Stempel Il (B&sserts that the decision about the unit

of analysis depends primarily on what informatismequired for the purposes of the study.

With these ideas in mind, the unit of analysistfus specific study is the central idea or major
theme of each story/article of the selected newsysagtat explicitly or implicitly deals with the

GERD project.

3.4. Analytical Categories

After the unit of analysis has been chosen, thet mesded task of the content analysis is to
specify and define analytical categories clearlyayG(2004) indicates, the importance of

categorizing data because the statistical testsatieaused for data analysis will depend on the
type of data being collected. According to Wimmad &ominick (2006), at the heart of any

content analysis is the category system that id tse&lassify media content. They further note
that to be practical, all analytical categories wtiobe mutually exclusive (when a unit of

analysis can be placed in one and only one catggexjaustive (there must be an existing
category/slot into which every unit of analysis dam placed) and reliable (different coders
should agree in the great majority of instancesutlitbe proper category for each unit of

analysis) (Ibid.).

According to Stempel Il (1989), analytical cateégermust be pertinent to the objectives of the
study, must be functional and manageable. Alongstdrae line, Hansen et al. (1998) suggests
that analytical categories should always dependeinton the objectives, foci, theoretical

framework and research questions of the research.
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To this end, the researcher has identified mutuathusive analytical categories. Moreover, the
researcher has attempted to state clearly an apehtefinition for each of the categories used.
And this was helped the coders to understand theepiual meanings of the analytical
categories easily, which in turn increased, if mgotaranteed at all, the demanding coder

reliability.

Taking the above premises into account, for thigl\t the researcher has decided on the
following main categories presented along withtlegierational definitions. For the operational
definitions of their respective sub-categories (8ppendix B).

1. Theme of Story:- this refers to the central jd®#bject, message or focus of the story. The
main themes of the stories on the GERD coverage weded as- sovereign rights, historical
rights, development, diplomacy, legal regime arieent

2. Type of story:- refers to the nature or type¢oaysbelongs to. The dominant types of stories

were coded as- news, editorial, feature, commenitatgrview, reader’s letter and other.

3. Types of Sources:- source refers to the origmait the key source of the story. The dominant
type of sources were coded as- government offic@lblic relation practitioners (PRP), news

agencies, other media, Individuals/experts, insbitis, journalist/writer, anonymous and other.

4. Tone of story:- stands for the ‘overall impressior value judgment (e.g. unfavorable,
favorable, supporting or criticizing) of the stagout the GERD. Thus, the overall tone of the

selected newspapers stories over the dam were esd@bsitive, negative, mixed and neutral.

5. Type of frame the story used when covering tBR0:- refers to the frame type, portrayal or

presentation of the GERD by each story item. Tlaen& types of the stories were coded as-
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diagnostic frame, prognostic frame, conflict frameutual benefit frame, economic

consequences frame, human interest frame, attitbofi responsibility frame and other.

6. Major Challenges described in the story:- refeysthe predominant challenges and/or
problems Ethiopia has faced in the aftermath oflé@sision to construct the GERD, which were
described in the stories. The major problems (megatpacts) were coded as- political, social,

financial, environmental, nothing and other.

7. Major Opportunities described in the story:-ersfto the dominant opportunities Ethiopia has
achieved and/or potentially will achieve following decision to construct the GERD, which
were described in the stories. The major oppoisiitvere coded as- electricity generation,
irrigation use, flood and sedimentation controlfior@al consensus, bi(multi)lateral relations

improvement, job opportunity, environment friendiyd other.

3.5. Reliability of Coding

Reliability is concerned with the question of wtestlihe results or findings of a study are
repeatable or not. To assess the reliability of easnre of a concept, the procedures that
constitute that measure must be replicable by sometse. Therefore, reliability can be met if
the findings of one researcher can be repeatechdther researcher following the same method

of procedures over a period of time (Gray, 2004/nian, 2004).

Alternatively, Oppenheim (1992, as cited in Gra@042,) recommends that a research tool to be
reliable, it must be consistent. Hansen et al. §19%.120-21) also notes that “reliability in
content analysis is essentially about consistenopsistency between different coders (inter-

coder reliability), and consistency of the indivadiicoder’s coding practice over time (intra-
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coder reliability).” Thus, reliability is both amdlication and measure of consistency — this
condition will be met if and only if different codecode the same content/story in the same way
(i.e. consistently). In light of this, Berger (20Qtbtes that the simplest way of testing reliapilit

(“intercoding reliability” in content analysis jawvg) is to have several coders analyze the

identical content and then compare the results.

To know the degree of consistency between diffepmders, it is measured by a reliability
coefficient using a scale from 0.00 (very unrekgbto 1.00 (perfectly reliable). In most
instances, however, ‘perfect reliability’ is notheeved and that is why a score of 0.9 (i.e., a
reliability level of 90 percent or higher) is geakly deemed to be acceptable (Berger, 2000;
Gray, 2004). To calculate the extent of inter-coddiability, the researcher employed Holsti's

(1969, as cited in Wimmer & Dominick, 1997) formutlat is,

Reliability =2M/ (N1 + N2)
Where, M represents the aggregate number of cod@ugsions with which the two coders
agreed upon, while N1 and N2 represent the totalb&u of coding decisions made by coder one

and coder two, respectively. Hence, the overadiriabder reliability for this study ranged from

97 percent to 99 percent.

The outlets of the selected print media coveragiefproject have been coded by two coders.
One of them is an MA holder in Human Rights from &Awhile the second one is a BA holder
in Ethiopian Language and Literature from the samgtution, and he had worked as an editor-
in chief for the state ownelerewa Magazine previously. Fortunately, the two coderd ha
participated in coding and preparing a survey (spoed and conducted by the Ethiopian
Broadcasting Authority) of the national print (bgthvate and government owned) media outlets

in their coverage of the 2010 Ethiopian generatteda; thus, they have got the experience in
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coding similar contents. As a matter of fact, teesarcher was part of the team then. Now, both
of them are working in the Ethiopian Broadcastingthfority (EBA) as senior print media
monitoring and regulation experts as well as angalyBesides, the researcher himself has played

a facilitator or moderator role during the wholealicwy process for the study.

Moreover, the researcher has trained the coderhomn to code the stories of the selected
newspapers and provided them an orientation albeutading sheet (See Appendix A) and the

coding guides (See Appendix B).

3.6. Data Analysis Process

The data analyses process began with the presentatithe findings of the selected media
contents in terms of the previously laid down atiedy categories, which are mainly drawn from
the research questions, objectives, focus and dliear foundations of the study. This is
because, “the data analysis needs to address éiséians set out in the definition of the research
problem” (Hansen et al., 1998, p.122). To desctie findings of the collected data, the
researcher was utilized tables and figures. Foligwihe preliminary data descriptions, the
researcher has proceeded to analyze, interpret@ngare the results and focus of the selected

media coverage in relation to the GERD project.

Next, the findings from the three in-depth intewsewere analyzed thematically (i.e., in terms of
their major ideas or themes). The researcher lsas@d to correlate the findings of the selected
newspapers along with their textual analysis vidsathe gathered data through an in-depth
interview and followed by qualitative discussionh&¥is more, some cues from the theoretical
framework of this study and other formerly conddcsgmilar findings also used as supporting

inputs to enrich the analysis and discussion sectio
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Chapter Four
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Data Presentation, Analysis and Discussion

This chapter highlights the findings of the studiyng with their analysis and discussion. Since
the essence of the research focused on how theamedered Ethiopia’s decision to construct
the magnanimous hydropower project on the Nile Ritleree newspaperdddis Zemen, Al
Ahram Weeklyand Sudan Visiop were selected and coded with their respectivetecds
concerning the issue spanning from March 30, 2013eptember 25, 2011. Moreover, in-depth
interview were also conducted with three informamteo are working for the Federal
Democratic Republic of Ethiopia (FDRE) Ministry Water and Energy, the Embassy of the
Arab Republic of Egypt in Ethiopia and the Embastyhe Republic of the Sudan in Ethiopia.
The findings of the research have been presentedlyzed and discussed in the following sub-

sections.

4.1. Presentation and Analysis of Data

Out of 253 newspapers (49 editionsAdddis Zemen24 editions ofAl Ahram Weeklyand 180
editions ofSudan Visiopcovering the time period ranging from March 3012 to September
25, 2011 a total of 148 (119 froAddis Zemenl2 fromAl Ahram Weekhand 17 fromSudan
Vision) stories/articles that focused on the GERD wemntified. These stories were further
examined in relation to the seven analytical caiegadentified for the study. The findings have

been presented together with their analyses héogvbe

4.1.1. Theme of Story for the Target Newspapers
Based upon research question number two, whichdaSkkat were the major themes of the
stories?”, development has been ranked as one ohtist common themes of the GERD related

articles forAddis ZemenOut of a total of 119(100%) stories that deattvthe dam, 92(77.31%)

89



stories were connected to this theme. Themes dbrdgcy with 19(15.97%) stories and legal
regime with 8(6.72%) stories were ranked secondthind, respectively. While the remaining
three clusters of themes namely, ‘sovereign righksstorical rights’ and ‘other’ attracted no

stories fromAddis Zemen

Table 4.1.Theme, number and percentage of story digoution across the newspapers

Theme of Story, Newspapers Total number of | Percentage
stories on average
Addis Zemen Al Ahram Sudan Vision
Weekly
No. of | % No. of | % No. of | %
stories stories stories
Sovereign ND* ND ND ND ND ND ND ND
rights
Historical ND ND ND ND ND ND ND ND
rights
development 92 77.31| ND ND ND ND| 92 62.16
diplomacy 19 15.97 11 91.6717 100 | 47 31.77
Legal regime 8 6.72 1 8.33 ND ND 9 6.08
other ND ND ND ND ND ND ND ND
Total 119 100 12 100 17 100 148 100

*ND refers to no data

For Al Ahram Weeklynewspaper, diplomacy was almost the sole and predmt theme of
those GERD related stories. The evidence is thiabfoa total of 12(100%) articles, 11(91.67%)
articles mainly focused the diplomatic activitigsEmypt, particularly following the downfall of
Hosni Mubarak’s regime, with the rest of the Nilad riparian states. Next to diplomacy, legal
regime stood as a second theme with a single §8088%). The remaining four different types

of themes received no treatment in the paper.
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On the other handSudan Vision'sstandalone theme was diplomacy. The newspaper has
provided an aggregate of 17 stories and their tsemsze wholly (100%) focused on diplomacy.

In other wordsSudan Visiordid not give any attention, as its major themeh&remaining four
themes (sovereign rights, historical rights, depeient and legal regime) including the category

‘other’.

On average, as can be easily discerned from figutebelow, diplomacy was the recurring
theme in all the three newspapers since they regpan it; it was also the only shared theme
among themAddis ZemenAl Ahram WeekhandSudan Visiorcommitted a total of 47 (19, 11
and 17 respectively) stories toward diplomacy, antiag for 31.77 percent of its total coverage.
The second shared theme betwéeldis Zemerand Al Ahram Weeklyvas legal regime which
published an aggregate of 9 (8 fréxddis Zemerand 1 fromAl Ahram Weeklystories and it
accounted for 6.08 percent of the coverage. Butsthgle recurring theme of the story was
‘development’. It attracted a total of 92 (62.16%fpries contributed fromAddis Zemen
newspaper. On the other hand, all the three newspagid not pay any attention to the
remaining two themes, i.e., sovereign rights arstiohical rights. The apparent disregard of all
the selected newspapers to those antagonistic slaavereign rights versus historical rights
over the utilization of the shared internationaleNwater may shed alight as a positive step

forward between upstream and downstream countribgdging their differences.
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Figure 4.1 Percentage of Theme distribution all a@ss the Selected Nwespapers

B Addis Zemen
m Al Ahram Weekly

Sudan Vision

Types of Themes

4.1.2. Type of Story for the Target Newspapers

The distribution of story type across the seleatet/spapers revealed great disparity. News
genre, for example, accounted for 38(31.93%), &34) and 11(64.71%) of the story types
covered byAddis Zemen, Al Ahram Weeldpd Sudan Visiomewspapers, respectively. When
we compare the three newspapers, Sluelan Visionhas a larger number (64.71%) of news
stories than thé&l Ahram Weekly33.33%) andAddis Zemer{31.93%). This might signify that
predominantlySudan Vision’stories more or less relied on facts, current tssvend occurrences
than opinions. In contrast, theddis Zemerand Al Ahram Weeklynewspapers stories inclined
toward opinion rather than facts. But it would k@ve to conclude that these ‘opinion stories’

were completely devoid of facts at all.
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Table 4.2.Type, number and percentage of story disbution across the newspapers

Type of Story Newspapers Total number of| Percentage
stories on average
Addis Zemen Al Ahram Sudan Vision
Weekly
No. of | % No. of | % No. of | %
stories stories stories
News 38 3193 | 4 33.3311 64.71 | 53 35.81
Editorial 18 15.13 ND* | ND ND ND 18 12.16
Feature 34 28.57 2 16.64 2353 | 40 27.03
Commentary 22 18.49| 4 33.32 11.77 | 28 18.92
Interview 6 5.04 1 8.33] ND ND 7 4,73
Reader’s letter| ND ND ND ND ND ND ND ND
other 1 0.84 1 8.33] ND ND 2 1.35
Total 119 100 12 100 17 100 148 100

*ND refers to no data

Next to news articles, feature articles receiveel skcond major attention, 27.03 percent on
averageAddis Zemetmas reported 34(28.57%) stories and t8adan Vision4(23.53%) stories.

In contrast, Al Ahram Weeklysupplied the least number of stories, 2(16.67%g third major
type of story was identified as commentary an@doanted for 18.92 percent of the coverage on
average Al Ahram Weeklhas dedicated its 4(33.33%) stories to it, wheraddis Zemerand
Sudan Visiorhave contributed 22(18.49%) articles and 2(11.7@&%itles to the commentary

type of stories, respectively.

One important point to remind here is that out db&l of 119(100%) GERD related stories
reported byAddis Zemenl18(15.13%) stories were disclosed under the 6edit’ type of story.
Neither in Al Ahram Weekly12(100%) nor inSudan Visiomnewspaper, 17(100%) did news

stories fall in the category of editorial genreisTimplies that in comparisoAddis Zemermave
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more emphasis to the issue of the GERD projectchviaias mentioned as a “sign of national
parade” repeatedly by the paper. In contrast,dbee of the GERD did not capture any attention
to be reported in the editorial partAf Ahram WeeklandSudan Visiomewspapers. Informants

2 and 3 reasoned out that this was partly becigs€ ERD project was not a big issue for Egypt

and Sudan at this particular time because they prex@ccupied with other pressing issues.

4.1.3. Type of Source the Story used for the Target Newspapers

All across the three newspapers, government offideave been used as major sources of
information to those stories that were relatechi GERD project (See figure 4.3). Specifically,
out of a total of 119(100%) stories and 170(100%)rees, 56(32.94%) were quoted from
different government officials fohddis ZemenSimilarly, out of a total of 23(100%) sources for
Al Ahram Weekly 12(52.17%) and out of a total of 26(100%) sourfmsSudan Vision

11(42.31%) were quoted from government officials.

For Addis Zemennext to government officials, théd%23°, 4", 5" and &' major sources, which
were mentioned as sources of GERD project relatedies include individuals/experts,
institutions, anonymous, news agencies and publations practitioners (PRP) representing an
aggregate number of sources 31(18.24%), 29(17.06%.82%), 14(8.24%) and 11(6.47%)
respectively. Besides, though in a lesser extdrg, rtewspaper also used other media and

journalist/writer as sources of story, 7(4.12%)reatthe total sources described above.
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Table 4.3.Type, number and percentage of source tlikution across the newspapers

Type of Newspapers Total Percentage
Source number on average

Addis Zemen Al Ahram Sudan Vision of sources

Weekly

No. of | % No. of | % No. of | %

sources sources sources
Gov't official 56 3294 | 12 52.1711 4231 | 79 36.07
PRP 11 6.47 ND* ND | 4 15.39] 15 6.85
News agency 14 8.24 1 435 3 11.54 18 8.23
Other media 7 4.12 ND ND| 3 11.54 10 4.57
Individual/expert| 31 18.24 | 4 17.392 7.69 37 16.90
Institution 29 17.06 | 2 8.70, 2 7.69 33 15.07
Journalist/writer | 7 412 4 17.39N\D ND 11 5.02
Anonymous 15 8.82 ND ND 1 3.85 16 7.31
other ND ND ND ND | ND ND ND ND

Total 170** | 100 23** 100 | 26** 100 219 100

*ND refers to no data
**apart from the other categories, the aggregataber of sources for these specific categories
are 170, 23 and 26 foAddis ZemenAl Ahram Weeklyand Sudan Visionnewspapers,

respectively. In fact, this is because some obktbdes have used more than one type of source.

For Al Ahram Weeklyother than government officials, individuals/estpeand journalists/writers
have been used as somewhat major sources too, &bodunted for 4(17.39%) of the source
each. Institutions and news agency sources wenedans ¥ and ", which accounted for

2(8.70%) and 1(4.35%) of the source respectively.

On the other hand&udan Visiomewspaper has used public relations practitioagrhe second

common sources, 4(15.39%), following governmeniciais. Out of a total of 26 (100%)
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sources used, news agency and other media 3(11.84éh) as well as individual/expert and
institution 2(7.69%) each have been used as soofceries by the newspaper.

Figure 4.2 Percentage of Sources Quoted by the Sekd Newspapers

60
50
40
30 -
B Addis Zemen
20 H Al Ahram Weekly
| I Sudan Vision
0 - .
NN 1.
> : o S <
\(}.b QQg (\C\ e’&'b & ‘éo(‘ (.\,3, & \‘5@
ES K & & & % N S
N ¢ & & & © &£
& N ¢ O §'° v
& Y

Types of Sources

In general, regarding sources used in the stariean be said that, more or less varied kinds of
sources were used, on average. Irrespective offalots however, government officials were

widely quoted, 36.07 percent, and thus outstripgpedother sources with a significant degree.
This may suggest that all the selected newspapetstes of stories were highly dependent on
government officials. Individuals/experts and ingtons were employed as the second and third

vital types of sources, 16.90 percent and 15.0Ggoey respectively.
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4.1.4. Tone of Story for the Target Newspapers

Table 4.4.Tone, number and percentage of story digbution across the newspapers

Tone of Story Newspapers Total number of | Percentage
stories on average
Addis Zemen Al Ahram Sudan Vision
Weekly

No. of | % No. of | % No. of | %

stories stories stories
Positive 90 75.63| ND*| ND | 6 35.2996 64.87
Negative ND ND 16.67 ND ND 2 1.35
Mixed 7 5.88 4 33.331 588 | 12 8.11
Neutral 22 1849 | 6 50 9 58.8238 25.68

Total 119 100 12 100 17 10¢ 148 100

*ND refers to no data

Regarding the tone of stories, clear differencesewevealed among the three newspapers,
particularly betweeddis ZememndAl Ahram WeeklyThe first one which is thaddis Zemen
newspaper has reported 90(75.63%) stories outathof its 119(100%) stories in a ‘positive’
tone. The second major tone of the newspaper waeld as ‘neutral’, which accounted for
22(18.49%) of the total number of stories. Simylathe term ‘mixed’ tone of story was placed
as a third and it accounted for 7(5.88%) of theissoout of the total number of stories described
above. But, the newspaper has reported nothinghéwith a ‘negative’ tone. Generally, the

stand of the newspaper seems in favor of the GE&iStouction.

The second one which is tdd Ahram Weeklynewspaper, has given half of its coverage in a
‘neutral’ tone since the data revealed that ouwdbtal of 12(100%) stories, 6(50%) were

reported in a ‘neutral’ tone. The second and thiajor tones of the newspaper were labeled as
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‘mixed’ and ‘negative’, which accounted for 4(33%8B and 2(16.67%) of the stories
respectively. As indicated on the above taBleAhram Weeklgave nil attention to the category
‘positive’ tone. This might suggests that half bktnewspaper’'s stories were systematically
abstained from mentioning either the dam’s positivenegative consequences. The newspaper
featured 16.67 percent report (negatively) agaihst GERD project, while it declined from

supporting (positively) the dam.

Figure 4.3 Percentage of Tone of Story distributiorall across the Selected Newspapers
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The last one which is theudan Visiomewspaper has reported 10(58.82%) stories outatbh
of 17(100%) stories in a ‘neutral’ tone regardihg tlam. Next to neutral, the term positive tone
was placed as a dominant tone which gained 6(35.28%sies. The category mixed tone

achieved 1(5.88%) story, while the newspaper ne@orted in a negative tone in relation to the
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dam. Given the fact that ttf8idan Visiomewspaper has published 58.82 percent of its tepor
a ‘neutral’ tone, similar taAl Ahram Weeklythis may mean that the newspaper avoided any
explanation concerning the GERD’s impact. But, kealAl Ahram Weekly Sudan Vision

reported 35.29 percent in favor of the dam (Searddt.3).

To wrap up, out of a total of 148(100%) stories,8@4percent has been labeled as positive in
tone, of whichAddis Zemercontributed the lions share followed by Sudan &isiAl Ahram
weekly unlike Addis Zemerand Sudan Visiomewspapers, has been covered no story with a
positive tone towards the construction of the d@he second major tone was ‘neutral’ which
accounted for 25.68 percent on averaleAhram Weeklyvas the only press that reported a

fraction of its stories (negatively) against thenda
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4.1.5. Type of Frame the Story used for the Targdewspapers

Table 4.5.Type, number and percentage of frame digsbution across the newspapers

Type of Newspapers Total Percentage
Frame number on average

Addis Zemen Al Ahram Sudan Vision | of stories

Weekly

No. of % No. of | % No. of | %

stories stories stories
Diagnostic 28 2353 | 1 833| 1 5.88 30 20.27
Prognostic 10 8.40 5 41.6H 2941 | 20 13.51
Conflict frame 13 10.92| 3 25 ND* ND 16 10.81
Mutual benefit 15 12.61| 3 25 9 52.94 27 18.24
Economic 43 36.14 | ND ND ND ND 43 29.05
consequences
Human interest| 4 3.36 ND ND ND ND 4 2.70
Attribution of 6 5.04 ND ND 2 11.77) 8 541
responsibility
other ND ND ND ND ND ND ND ND

Total 119 100 12 100 17 100 148 100

*ND refers to no data

The striking question here is how the selected enfdimed the GERD project. Accordingly, the
finding revealed that a range of types of framesewamployed by all the newspapers. With
regard toAddis Zemeneconomic consequences frame was the dominaneftgpe that has
been repeatedly used and accounted for 43(36.14%t),0f a total of 119(100%) stories.
Diagnostic frame was the second widely employeé typframe, 23.53 percent. Mutual benefit,
conflict and prognostic frames obtained somewhahaderate access, 12.61 percent, 10.92

percent and 8.40 percent respectively.
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Figure 4.4 Percentage of Frames employed by the 8eled Newspapers
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For Al Ahram Weeklyprognostic frame was frequently used as a magoné, which accounted
for 5(41.67%), out of the aggregate of 12(100%jisso Both conflict and mutual benefit frames

received 3(25%) stories each. Diagnostic frameherother hand, gained 1(8.33%) story.

Concerning thé&udan Visiomewspaper, mutual benefit frame has been emplageddominant
type of frame which accounted for 52.94 percenerThfter, prognostic frame was applied by
the newspaper as a second common frame, 29.41npeAdéribution of responsibility frame

obtained some 11.77 percent. Similarly, diagndsdicie received 5.88 percent.

To sum up, though the three selected newspapearseefrahe dam through multiple types of

frames, their respective dominant frames were deatr Addis Zemen'sutstripped frame was
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of economic consequences, which accounted for 3fdréent. This might mean that the
newspaper has mainly framed the GERD in termssagtual and/or potential economic impacts
on citizens’, community, country or riparian couesrin general. In contrash] Ahram Weekly
newspaper's major frame was labeled as prognodficG7 percent; and it seems that the
newspaper’s attention revolved at explaining pdsssolutions that can avert the probable
problems associated with the dam. On the other,ifandan Vision’sdlominant frame was of
‘mutual benefit’ which obtained 52.94 percent; @hid in turn may signify that the newspaper’s
pivotal frame was targeted on elaborating the dgpotential in bringing mutual benefits for

Nile basin riparian countries in general and Eashite basin countries in particular.
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4.1.6. Major Challenges described in the Story for the Target Newspapers

Table 4.6.Type, number and percentage of major chignges distribution across the

newspapers
Type of Major Newspapers Total number of | Percentage
Challenges stories on average

Addis Zemen Al Ahram Sudan Vision

Weekly

No. of | % No. of | % No. of | %

stories stories stories
Political 62 52.10 10 83.3313 76.47| 85 57.43
Social 14 11.77 ND* | ND ND ND 14 9.46
Financial 23 19.33 1 833 ND ND 24 16.22
Environmental | 2 1.68 ND ND ND ND 2 1.35
Nothing 15 12.61 1 833 4 23.520 13.51
other 3 2.52 ND ND ND ND 3 2.03

Total 119 100 12 100 17 10d 148 100

*ND refers to no data

Of all the predetermined major challenges that Hmen examined with respect to each story of
the selected newspapers, political challenge temgiéntly been mentioned as a major focus for
eachAddis ZemepAl Ahram WeeklyndSudan Visiomewspapers, accounted for 52.10 percent,
83.33 percent and 76.47 percent, respectively (Bsge 4.6). So that it is important to
acknowledge that political challenge was the mashmon problem that Ethiopia has faced
and/or would face as described by all the seleowmaspapers. Following political challenge,
financial challenge was the second common probleemtioned byAddis Zemenwhich
accounted for 23(19.33%) stories, out of a total 1¥(100%) stories. Social challenge has been

placed as the third frequently mentioned probleifi 14 7%) stories.
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Similar to Addis Zementhe second major challenge that has been medtionél Ahram

Weeklywas financial, which gained 1(8.33%) story, outadtal number of 12(100%) stories.
The newspaper’s single story, 8.33 percent, wasipgo under the category “nothing”. For
Sudan Visiomewspaper, next to the political challenge, thegary of “nothing” has obtained

4(23.53%) stories, out of a total of 17(100%) €sri

Generally, out of a total of 148(100%) storiesAafdis Zemen, Al Ahram Weeldynd Sudan
Vision, on average 57.43 percent of the three newspapensulative stories talked about the
political challenges (both internal and extern&BttEthiopia has faced and/or would face as a
result of her decision to construct the dam. Tlemseé major problem associated with the dam
was labeled as financial, 16.22 percent. Baddis ZememndAl Ahram Weeklgontributed 23

and 1 stories respectively for the latter (i.eafinial) challenge.

4.1.7. Major Opportunities described in the Story for the Target Newspapers

Other than challenges, it would be desirable tovels&t kinds of opportunities have been raised
by the media in relation to Ethiopia’s decisiorbtgld the Renaissance Dam. Thus, the selected
print media highlighted some various opportunitregarding the issue. Specifically, in the
examined stories oAddis Zememewspaper, national consensus has been descslednajor
opportunity, retaining 60(50.42%) stories, out adtal of 119(100%) stories. The second widely
highlighted opportunity, according to this newspapwas electricity generation, which
accounted for 34(28.57%) stories. Flood and sediatiem control as well as bi(multi)lateral
relations improvements among Nile co-basin statesevpresented as®3and 4 opportunities

and obtained 10(8.40%) stories and 7(5.88%) stoegzectively.
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Table 4.7.Type, number and percentage of major optunities distribution across the

newspapers

Type of Major Newspapers Total Percentage
opportunities number on average

Addis Zemen Al Ahram Sudan Vision | of stories

Weekly

No. of % No. of | % No. of | %

stories stories stories
Electricity 34 28,57 | 2 16.673 17.65 | 39 26.35
generation
Irrigation use 1 0.84 ND ND ND ND 1 0.68
Flood and 10 8.40 ND ND 1 5.88 11 7.43
sedimentation
control
National 60 50.42 | ND ND | ND ND 60 40.54
consensus
Bi(multi)lateral | 7 5.88 9 75 12 7059 28 18.92
relations
improvements
Job opportunity | 3 2.52 ND ND ND ND 3 2.03
Environmental | 1 0.84 ND ND ND ND 1 0.68
friendly
other 3 2.52 1 833 1 5.88 5 3.38

Total 119 100 12 100| 17 100 148 100

*ND refers to no data

For Al Ahram Weeklybi(multi)lateral relations improvements was tireggle most widely

demonstrated opportunity, 9(75%) stories, out wital of 12(100%) stories. Electricity

generation has been placed as a second major apjgr2(16.67%) stories.

Alike to Al Ahram WeeklySudan Vision’scommonly mentioned opportunity was labeled as
bi(multi)lateral relations improvements that accemahfor 12(70.59%) stories, out of a total of

17(100%) stories. The GERD potential electricitpgation that intended both domestic use and

foreign export was the second major opportunity/35%) stories.
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To summarize, of all the GERD related stories agglvith opportunities, the content of national
consensus among Ethiopian citizens’ has been frelyugescribed as a vital opportunity (40.54
percent). HoweverAddis Zemenvas the only newspaper that catered all the raticonsensus

related stories. Unlike the national consensustmtgy generation and bi(multi)lateral relations
improvements were the"2and ¥ major opportunities (26.35 percent and 18.92 perce
respectively) on average shared by all the threespapers’. Flood and sedimentation control
opportunity which achieved 7.43 percent was alsvexhby theAddis Zememand Sudan Vision

newspapers.
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4.2. Discussion of Findings

4.2.1. Theme of Story

The GERD interestingly continued to generate |dtbuzz in the Ethiopian scene starting from
its announcement on March 30, 2011. Of courseribisan exclusive concern of Ethiopia. It is
rather considered, by many experts, as a ringitigtdoéhe foreign policy direction/strategy of
the remaining river Nile riparian countries in gerleand downstream countries in particular.
This is because in one way or the other, the damdcaffect, either positively or negatively or
both, the national interest of the co-basin stated,it may also serve as an exemplary project to

other upstream states in terms of initiating simeletivities on the Nile river waters.

Development: As far as the theme of stories in the selectedsspie concerned, explicit
differences and similarities were found in the allecoverage of the GERD. The sole visible
difference betweeAddis Zemenon the one hand, arl Ahram WeeklandSudan Visionon

the other hand, centered on the agenda (theméeofgreponderance of storiesddis Zemen

was the only newspaper that put development asdtdral theme (77.31 percent). The
newspaper, understandably, interprets the dam &sodi#’'s development hope of the
government rather than agenda diversion, which @lasned by some opposition political

parties and Diaspora.

In this regard, informant 2 argued that: “I do tlohk such a big project is being constructed just
for agenda diversion purpose. The dam takes af Iotomey, a lot of effort, so it has to have a
real developmental impact, which we understandwnidh we believe Ethiopia needs.” In the

same token, informant 3 also argues along the samas follows:

| do not think the dam is being constructed dugheofear of revolution or as an agenda
diversion strategy. If you look at the Ethiopiarnvgoiment and its efforts to boost the
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economy, you will find that this scheme is consiliegoing with the others, because
what we think now is, this government is really momically oriented, they want to boost
the economy, they want to create more job oppdiasjithey want to raise the income of
the people, they want to have more hard currencyhi® country, they want to attract
investments and now they are achieving big sucsess&o, this is the way we look at it,
it is something economical. For this reason, itsdoet have anything to do with political
calculation.

In contrast, the remaining of the dyad newspap®&ré&liram WeeklyandSudan Visiopfailed to
report any development related stories during titeeeperiod of investigation (time frame) and

instead their fundamental theme was diplomacy.

Diplomacy: It is plausible to say that the coverage of bditiAhram Weekly91.67 percent) and
Sudan Vision(100 percent) newspapers were diplomacy-conscisinge diplomacy was a
common theme in their respective coverage of Ethispglecision to construct the dam at the
Nile River. The remaining newspaper, which Asldis Zementoo, covered the theme of
diplomacy but it was to a lesser degree, 15.97gueérd hus, what this might mean is that, unlike
the theme of development which received a perfugctmverage byAddis Zemenalone,
diplomatic theme was shared by all the selectedianeden if some degrees of discrepancies

were there between them.

All the informants agreed that the GERD project wasally started by Ethiopia unilaterally,

but later Ethiopia reached consensus with both Eggd Sudan to review whether or not the
dam has any impact on downstream states througinal pf experts, which was established
jointly by three of them including international petts. Thus, the establishment of the joint
technical committee has been considered as a $igeadthy diplomatic cooperation between
them away from previous warnings such as “redliaxed counter-warnings like “they know the

history”, particularly between Egypt and Ethiogdialight of this, informant 2 asserts,
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A country which wants to have a project to utilile resources, presents the feasibility
studies to the ENTRO....The situation with the GrRmhaissance Dam is that it was not
submitted to ENTRO. That is why we had to use arothannel to review the dam. And
it was actually a proposal by Prime Minister MeE=nawi.... | remember that when
Prime Minister Meles Zenawi announced his initiatte establish this panel of experts,
he said that “if Egypt is affected by one literweéter, Ethiopia will redesign the dam.”
This mainly projects the confidence of the Ethiopsde that it will not negatively affect
Egypt and this panel of experts is mainly a confaebuilding measure to show us the
details and we discussed together in.... especiatigesthe revolution in Egypt, the
interaction and dialogue between Egypt and Ethippigped, there were genuine positive
developments and relations between both countnésv@ believe this will continue.

Legal Regime:Addis Zemerand Al Ahram Weekhhave given a relatively, modest coverage,
6.72 percent and 8.33 percent, respectively, to ttteene of legal regime. However, in
comparison to the development and diplomatic thentes legal regime has received a lesser
coverage. Even wors&udan Visiomewspaper ignored the theme of the legal regirtadlyo
Here, it is important to note about the unfinistesiness (endeavor) by Nile co-basin states in
order to establish a legal regime over the utilimatof the Nile river water. This is because
riparian states are still struggling with unabatesgjotiations to establish a commonly binding
regime so as to benefit from the Nile waters faayl ‘equally’. Anyhow, the current impasse of
the negotiation between upstream and downstreaesdiaally turned out to be positive as the
interim government of Egypt, unlike the previougimes, came up with new initiatives to share
the water fairly. In this regarddl Ahram Weeklyreported that: “Egypt intends to adopt a
different approach concerning plans to share therwaf the River Nile....The fresh talks will
be based on an equitable share of the distribatidghe waters of the River Nile so that all Nile
Basin countries benefit without affecting the wasiare of any” Al Ahram Weekly14 - 20

April 2011, Issue No. 1043).

To achieve this aim, informant 2 who actually redags the right of any Nile basin country to

development pointed out that: “... we have to inclallecountries’ concerns.....we need to find
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some sort of paragraph that will put all countrieshcern in it; because on the Nile basin, each
country has the right to development and no ondisputing that”. Similarly, informant 3
expressed his optimism concerning the current deldbetween upstream and downstream
countries upon the water security issue of CFAdetil4(b) by stating that it would not be far
before the Nile basin countries may reach an imndusgreement to use their shared waters fairly

as indicated below:

We need to work together more, we need to discndswae need to negotiate and the
negotiation is the assonance and an art. So yoe teaknow how to push them to the
right direction to bring them to consensus and hdothink if there is any country that
has the power to block the consensus, at leastfrical we are not talking about the
United States, it is just Egypt. So it is reasoaablat when you are reasonable, then,
others have to accept your point. If it is not ceeble, then, they have the right to opt
out but if it is reasonable enough and if you gathe people around you, other countries
with you, then, it is easier because nobody can @reean withstand being isolated.

Our country’s stand is that we all need to agree;are open to a new agreement as
Sudan. But, we all of us should agree on it. Seiththe case. It seems for the people that
Sudan and Egypt are in one block but this is netd&se; the case is that we in Sudan
want the water to bring us all together and ndid@ cause for wars or problems. So, that
is why we want consensus and we think it is doable.

Informant 1, on the other hand, explained his sugps view toward the downstream states and
blamed them for their tactics of delays and hehferrsuggested that the solution is just applying

a new strategy that must push them to come battletoegotiation table:

Egypt and Sudan employed systematic endeavors ke itiee Nile riparian countries
have an endless negotiation over the NBI. Even by withdraw, apart from signing
the CFA, because they do not want to close thetisgms in agreement. So, if they are
not willing to come to the agreement through negmtn, we should have to follow a
strategy that can push them to return to the ageaerand one of such a pressurizing tool
is building huge projects such as the GERD.

Yet, if such calculations were to fail to bring tbesired aim, there would be a probability of

having two uncompromising treaties over the Nilsibavaters utilization and this may create a
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tough challenge not only to the riparian statesdisiv to the world community as well. In this
regard informant 1 adds more, “if the downstreamintges cannot turn back and sign the
agreement, there could be two treaties within glsibasin. If that is so, it would be a great

challenge for the world community. Indeed, thisiation will test the world community itself.”

Despite this fear, however, he is still optimishentioning an alternative pushing factor that
is the probability of establishing the NBC in thean future which can play its own role in
enforcing the downstream states to embrace the écause they do not want to be left out.
The NBC would have its own institutional structared decision making power over the Nile

issues.

4.2.2. Type of Story

News: As far as the type of GERD project-related stodegered by the selected print media is
concerned, the result of the study showed that mtone attention was given to the news genre.
This is because out of a total of 148(100%) stosesitinized, 53(35.81 percent on average)
were grouped under the news narratives. In compgriSudan Vision has carried its
overwhelming majority of GERD-related stories iretform of news stories, accounting for
64.71 percent. On the other haadl Ahram WeeklyandAddis Zemenreported with almost equal
proportion of news stories, 33.33 percent and 3p&&ent, respectively. In other words, this
may mean thatSudan Vision'sstories were mainly fact based instead of opinamd
commentaries, while the latter two newspapers litee toward opinion stories. In general, all

the newspapers’ stories were more or less tilte@dtd news narratives of the dam.

Feature and Commentary: Next to the news genre, feature type of storyivecethe second

major attention, 27.03 percent on average. SpeadificAddis Zemerhas reported some 28.57
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percent andsudan Vision23.53 percent in feature typ&l Ahram Weeklyemployed slight a
lesser proportion of feature stories, 16.67 percEBm third major type of story was identified as
commentary, which accounted for 18.92 percent cerage.Al Ahram Weeklyhas given a
predominant coverage, that is, 33.33 percent tAdtis Zemerand Sudan Visiomewspapers

have contributed 18.49 percent and 11.77 percespectively to this genre.

Editorial: According to Turow (2009, p.323), the term ‘Ediabris used to “describe both all
non-advertising matter included in the newspaper @pinion pieces created by a newspaper’s
editorial writers.” The finding of this study reved one obvious difference between the selected
print media outlets, and that can be easily undedstfrom the editorial section of their
respective stories. As described in the presemtain analysis section above]dis Zemenmvas

the only newspaper that has given a central foaut¢ GERD project in its editorial section,
which accounted for 15.13 percent. This indicatest the newspaper has paid considerable

attention to the dam.

In contrast, however, bothl Ahram WeeklandSudan Visiomewspapers completely abstained
from posting any story within their editorial sectiabout the dam. Hence, it seems that the issue
of concern for this study (i.e., the GERD projeggs not able to gain attention in the editorial
pages of the latter pair of newspapers. Or, it wdaé right to look at other direction so as to
gauge if there was/were other ‘dire’ issue(s) tiadorbed their attention at the expense of the
dam. In light of this, informants 2 and 3 reasopatithat the ongoing instabilities within Sudan
along with the secession of South Sudan and Eg@otid revolution and the subsequent cases
with the presidential election were forwarded asgiude factors for their media not to give

enough coverage for the GERD project on the NikeRiSpecifically, informant 3 noted, “The
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GERD is not a big issue for Sudan; is it an impariasue? Yes, but it is not the biggest issue
ever because we have a lot of issues we are desithgSo the Nile is not the most important,
maybe for the Ethiopians it is number one, but ud&@ it can be number three, number four,

number five, and even number ten. Even in Egyjis, iibt number one this time.”

4.2.3. Type of Source the story used

According to Eldridge (1993, p.316), “the more auitative the source, the higher the
credibility, and authoritativeness is often assdawith those who hold high positions....” In
fact, credible source is virtually considered as blackbone of any piece of story, especially to
the news aspect otherwise it can be simply a rufbis is partly because unverified stories
cannot confirm their reliability as far as theiustes are relying on speculative ones. In light of
this, Kovach and Rosenstiel (2007, p.6) express thar concerning the limitations of media
role in catering reliable facts to the public thisie as: “We are facing the possibility that
independent news will be replaced by rumor....” Te tontrary, however, it is crucial to
recognize that there might be situations when jalists are forced to quote unnamed sources,
even if they have the responsibility to make itaclevhy the source want to be named as

anonymous.

As far as the type of sources the selected medid issconcerned, all the selected newspapers
have employed different kinds of sources in thespective stories. Generally, nine (including
the category “other”) major types of sources welentified for the purpose of this study, and
each newspaper’s story source(s) was/were codest timeir relevant category. And the result of
the study showed that government officials weretegicoverwhelmingly, 36.07 percent on

average, while the category “other” was compleighored by all three newspapers.
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Government Officials: Addis Zemen(32.94 percent)Al Ahram Weekly52.17 percent) and

Sudan Vision (42.31 percent) have used government officials tlasir major sources,

simultaneously. Accordingly, it seems evident tladlt the three newspapers’ were heavily
dependent on government officials for their souroésstories. By comparison, the average
percentage of official sources quotedAyAhram Weeklgxceeded the rest. And, this finding is
consistent with Eldridge’s (1993, p.314) conclusidmoday’s news-gathering is organized
around official sources of information and the \étigs of those in positions of authority make

up much of news”.

According to Graber (2002), however, such an excestependence of media on government
officials can jeopardize their independence ancfiect they would serve as instruments of
manipulation or propaganda by those authoritatougces. In our case, the aim of manipulation
or propaganda might be centered on defending antbreing the policies and strategies of the
governments of Ethiopia, Egypt and Sudan over thmendling of the river Nile water utilization
in general and the Renaissance Dam in particuldight of this, all the three informants assured
that the content of media anywhere is characteri®etds nationalistic perspective; in so doing
though the degree may vary from one another, tlaek balance and impartiality in their
coverage. Therefore, the media of the EasternB&kin countries in particular cannot be unique
of this reality as per the informants. But, to soeméent, informants 1 and 2 acknowledged that
there are occasions when the media report aboue segional issues not only from their

national interest but also responsibly from a regigerspective.

Individuals/experts: Individuals/experts were used as the second contgpas of sources, on
average, both irAddis Zemenand Al Ahram Weeklyaccounting for 31(18.24 percent) and

4(17.39 percent) number of sources, respectivghycdnparisonSudan Visiomewspaper (7.69

114



percent) employed the least number of sourcesdviguals/experts in its stories. With regard
to Addis Zemenan overwhelming majority of sources (27 out ¢di@l of 31 number of sources)
were grouped under the “individuals” category vigisithe “experts” category, which accounted
for only 4 sources. This might tell us that thougis normally uncommon, the newspaper has
paid more attention for individuals in using thesi a source of story in its coverage of the
GERD. Perhaps the problem with such kind of soyrasshe researcher has observed, is that
other than expressing their emotional feelings ndigg the dam, they did not discuss the issue

from a wider perspective.

It can be said thaAl Ahram Weeklyand Sudan Visiommewspapers, on the other hand, used
expert sources instead of individual sources, siuteof a total number of six sources (4 fréin
Ahram Weeklynd 2 fromSudan Visiopthat have been quoted in their respective stosiksell
under the category of “experts” (for example, in&ional water expert, retired diplomats and
officials, and researchers) type of sources, wihigy totally ignored “individuals” as a source to

employ in their stories.

Institutions: Institutions were used as the third common typesonrces on average, 15.07
percent.Addis Zemerentertained more institutional sources, 17.06 grd@racn comparison tél

Ahram Weeklyand Sudan Visionwhich in turn employed 8.70 percent and 7.69 perce
respectively. In this regard, governmental, privateligious and political institutions

(organizations) have been quoted.

News Agencies:News agencies have been placed as the fourtheinédype of sources that
accounted for 8.23 percent on average. Of whiddis Zemerpredominantly sourced a total

number of 14(8.24%) news agencies and specifichily are ENA, Reuters and the Egypt
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Governmental News Agency. The former (i.e., ENA¢di4d2 times that is about 86 percent,
while the remaining pair of news agencies were @ijust once each. By taking these figures
into account, it seems thAddis Zememas heavily dependent on the government owned news
agency (ENA) for its major news sources so thas tmay signal its affiliation with the

government too.

Next to Addis ZemenSudan Visiorsourced a total of 3(11.54%) news agencies. Bluthese
sources have been guoted from a single news ag#ratyis, the SUNA, which is of course run
by the Sudanese (North) government. This revedlatithe newspaper in one way or the other
receives more news from the government owned ng@escy (SUNA) while sourcing nothing
else (news agency) either inside or outside the®esk soil. As a result, this may mean that the
newspaper has a symbiotic relationship with themegf SudanAl Ahram Weeklyon the other
hand, sourced a single news agency, which was namethe Official Middle East News

Agency.

4.2.4. Tone of Story

Positive Tone:In relation to the selected newspapers tone ofestothe category positive tone
obtained a major coverage in comparison to the okstategories and it accounted for 64.87
percent on average. Of whidhddis Zemerhas contributed the largest share, that is, 75.63
percent. Besides, Sudan Vision provided some 3pe2bent. UnlikeAddis Zemerand Sudan
Vision, Al Ahram Weeklyeported nothing with a positive tone towards &€RD project. As
the illustration above indicates, the former pdinewspapers (mainljddis Zemenfavored the
dam (positively) in their coverage; whereaAs Ahram weeklyhooses silence from covering the

GERD in a positive manner.
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Neutral Tone: The second major tone of story was termed asraéthat received some 25.68
percent on average. BotBudan Vision(58.82 percent) andl Ahram Weekly(50 percent)
newspapers have reported their stories with ‘néutnae regarding the dam. While on the other
hand,Addis Zemerhas given the least coverage to this categoryi91Bercent. As such, this
may suggest that the predominant storieSwdflan Visionand Al Ahram Weeklas well as a
minimal portion ofAddis Zemeistories said nothing regarding the impacts (it t@yositive or

negative) of the GERD.

Mixed Tone: All the three newspapers shared some degree okogence, for their coverage
on the mixed tone of stornAl Ahram Weeklyeported the highest proportion (33.33%) of its
stories as mixed tonA&ddis ZememndSudan Visiorstated 5.88 percent each in the category of

mixed tone.

Negative Tone:As far as the remaining ‘negative’ tone of stotiesoncerned, the findings of
the research showed that an apparent difference faasd between the selected media.
Accordingly, Al Ahram Weeklypaid some 16.67 percent against the dam; meanic s
proportion of its coverage questioned, criticizedl dlamed the GERD for its immediate and
potential side effects (problems) over downstreauntries, especially Egypt. To mention just
one example, a staff-writer of the newspaper deedrthe dam as a cause for escalating tensions
between Ethiopia and Egypt and he further elabsrtite trepidation of Egyptians concerning
the dam, which can affect negatively the volum&liidé water that naturally flow towards Egypt:
Tension....flared when Ethiopia announced its planduild the Millennium Dam, a
hydroelectric power dam along the Blue Nile Rivéespite objections from Egypt and
Sudan. Egyptian fear emanates from the fact thiatige dam on the Nile will in all

likelihood influences the flow of water volume t@¥pt, which depends on the river for
90 percent of its needAl(Ahram Weekly5 - 11 May 2011, Issue No. 1046).
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Apart from Al Ahram WeeklyneitherAddis Zememor Sudan Visiomewspapers has covered
negative tone in their stories. This might meart tha&se latter pair of newspapers did not
publish any negative impact of the dam in theirorépgs, or it may also mean that they are not

interested in covering negative aspects of the dam.

Taking the overall tone of the print media into @aat, surprisingly, informant 3 also suggested
somewhat similar conclusion with the findings of tontent analysis arguing that, “...the media
in Sudan is different from the media in Egypt asddifferent from the media in Ethiopia

regarding their coverage of the GERD. For examplé&thiopia it is of course very positive, in

Egypt in one way or another, it is negative, in 8utb some extent it is neutral and sometimes it
is positive.” Consequently, informant 2 concludéattall the three countries’ media are not
balanced in their coverage of regional developniastaies like the GERD, and instead they
cover the issue from a national point of view, “TiN#e is not belongs to everyone alone, it

belongs to all of us. But the journalists and maqukaple of all countries addressed the issue
from a national perspective, no one is talking akiba regional cooperation, no one is talking

about how to address the concerns of everyone.”

The findings of the study regarding the selectedspapers have some degree of resemblance
with the open policies (not necessarily the ideacKstage policies) of their respective
governments. In line with the conclusions of Hernaawd Chomsky (1988), Yang (2003), and
Abdissa (2010), the political economy of mass medighe sampled media of this study also
showed that they were siding with their respectjymernment’s foreign policy directions,

national interests and it seems that they haven@igyic relationship toward their respective
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governments. Hence, in other words, this may méah they served subservient role for the

interests of their respective elites, too.

4.2.5. Type of Frame the Story used

The important concern in media framing is how tfi@yned an issue (in this case the GERD
project). In so doing, it is anticipated that thpresentation of facts/information regarding the
issue potentially encompassed with emphasis anlds®n to some aspects of it at the expense
of others. In light of this, Kendal (2005, pp.9-Ii)tes that “in the process of selecting some
topics as important, other issues are discardede @rtopic has been selected, which aspects of
that topic are to be emphasized and which minimiaeegxcluded is largely left up to the
journalist.” This is all about the framing naturermedia and at this juncture, this study tried to

look at how the selected media framed the dam.

The findings of the study showed that various framvere employed by the selected print media
in their coverage of the GERD proje&ddis Zemerhas covered the dam in a wider and
significant number of frames (seven out of eighttomparison t&\l Ahram WeeklandSudan

Vision newspapers (each employed four out of eight frames

Economic Consequences FrameEconomic consequences frame was the dominant ftaate
has been used, which accounted for 29.05 percerhverage.Addis Zemenwas the only
newspaper that contributed the largest coveragé43gercent to it. The remaining newspapers
(i.e., Al Ahram WeeklyandSudan Visiophave ignored it totally in their respective caage of

the dam.

Therefore, it is apparent that tAedis Zememewspaper has mainly framed the dam as bedrock

that can potentially bring up a difference in assysustainable economic development on an

119



individual, community, and country level at larggesides, the participation of citizens’ in

supporting the dam through buying bonds brings diefits; on the one hand they are
executing their national responsibility, while dretother hand they would potentially empower
their culture of saving. The newspaper, for insgano one of its editions reported that “when
every individual citizen buys an investment bortdshould not be simply based on his/her
nationalistic sentiments toward development buthissupport or decision to buy bond must be
done based on enough knowledge about the rewdrayarig investment bond” (Translated from

Ambharic, Addis ZemepApril 19, 2011, Vol.78 year, No. 221, p.3).

On the other hand, all the informants framed thasiten of Ethiopia to construct the dam as a
need for development and thus they highlighted gbtential positive impact of it not only
toward the people of Ethiopia but also toward teegles of Sudan and Egypt. Specifically,
informant 1 has detailed the various economic oqunsieces or advantages of the dam towards
Ethiopia that include: “Hydropower electricity thamtended to utilize by the industry,
agriculture, and services; fishery, tourism, andigetion; it increases the water storage capacity

of Ethiopia and it can bolster the negotiating poofehe country.”

Diagnostic Frame: Diagnostic frame was found to be the second mepok commonly shared
frame (20.27 percent on average) among the thmepled media. Despite this fact, however,
Addis Zemersupplied the dominant portion, 23.53 percéitAhram Weekly8.33percent) and
Sudan Visior{5.88 percent) were the least contributors tbat. this reason, the diagnostic frame

distribution between the newspapers displayedrafgignt disparity.

As far as theAddis Zememewspaper was concerned, recurrent drought, powestite demand

of electricity, hence, the need to support the fiears “Growth and Transformation Plan”, the
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necessity of alternative/clean energy source, assurang sustainable development were
predominantly mentioned as the essential causesasons why Ethiopia decides to build the
dam; whereas the agenda diversion mechanism watomesh only in passing, mainly, as a
counter reaction against the comments reflectednarahe bush by the ‘dominant’ opposition

political party, commonly known as ForuniMe&drek).

Al Ahram Weeklyy itself labeled Egypt's minimal/zero-respect tbe Nile riparian countries
(Africa) in general and Ethiopia in particular & tunderlying reason/cause for the Ethiopia’s
unilateral decision to construct the Renaissanaa.Da this regard, the newspaper noted that,
“Egypt under Mubarak made an elementary mistakeliscounting Africa. Predictably, this
oversight backfired, pushing African nations argpezially the Nile Basin nations to adopt more
hawkish positions on the Nile waters&l(Ahram Weekly31 March - 6 April 2011, Issue No.

1041).

Sudan Visiomewspaper, on the other hand, published one entlich was targeted on the
potential effect of the dam, and it stated “...pokesilater crisis that threatens Egypt and Sudan
due to the construction by Nile Basin countriega @fumber of dams on the river streaf@ludan
Vision May 03, 2011) as the Egyptian geological researddr. Mohammed Al Bastaweesi, has
said. In fact, the comment was targeted towarddpihi and partly on the Renaissance Dam,
because, as to the knowledge of the researchestheo upstream country is being engaged in

constructing huge dams at this particular time iothen Ethiopia.

Mutual Benefit: Mutual benefit frame was the third major frameg@amting for 18.24 percent
on average. Cogently, the sampled print media elteg framed the GERD as a mutual benefit

project, even if their share of contribution towdhd& dam’s mutual benefits revealed a wider
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variance between them. ParticulaiBydan Visiorhas predominantly framed the dam as mutual
benefit, 52.94 percent. This is apparent in thefahg quote: “On 20 June 2011 the Sudanese
Ambassador in Ethiopia has declared Sudan supptne construction of the Century Dam on
the Blue Nile about 40 km from the Sudanese bardiing the many benefits that Sudan will
receive from the project’'Sudan VisionAugust 15, 2011). As a result, the FDRE deputmner
Minister and Foreign Affairs Minister, HailemariaPesalegn, acknowledged the support of
Sudan for the GERD and he further specifies somiefenefits Sudan would gain from the
dam: “Sudan supports Ethiopia’s project on Nileitaearns the benefits in terms of electric
power supply and regular water flow8iidan VisionMay 08, 2011). In addition, the newspaper
savored the magnanimous dam for its positive eatities over Sudan because it would play a
key role in overcoming the overwhelming problemshaf country such as seasonal flooding and
silt accumulation. Similarly, Sudanese Consultangigeer, Omar Bakri Abuharaz, reasonably
exemplified the mutual benefit of the GERD (fornyettnown as Millennium Dam) for
neighboring countries, particularly to Sudan in fillowing excerpt:

Side one- Sudan: Power consumption in the natigndlin 2010 was 23 billion KWH.

The expected forecast consumption in 2014 is 3mbiKWH, i.e. a deficit of 12 billion

KWH is anticipated which is equivalent to genematad 2000 MW....Side two- Ethiopia:

Ethiopian Electricity Corporation started the coustion of the Millennium Dam 40

kilometers from the Sudanese borders on April Xpeeted to be completed by the end

of 2014.... The Dam will generate 5250 MW by 2015e Hxpected and planned power

generation surplus in Ethiopia in 2015 is betwe&002to 3000 MW planned to be

exported to neighbouring countries....The Smart gastmp - The equation is simple:
Surplus in Ethiopia + Deficit in Sudan = Mutual leéts. Sudan VisionJune 21, 2011).

Al Ahram Weeklwas the second major newspaper that has propatélynframed the dam as
mutual benefit, 25 percent. For instance, Ali Salimwho is a professor in the Department of

Economics at the British University in Egypt, ardudhat unlike the previous confrontation
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between Nile basin states, the demise of Hosni kakbgovernment has resulted in the opening

of a new chapter in their relations and Egyptkslif to benefit from the GERD project:
The last two years of the Mubarak regime witnessbdyh degree of intransigence in the
dialogue with the Nile Valley countries, with thteaand counter threats being used on
both sides. Happily, the new face of Egypt ushémealy the 25 January Revolution that
has opened new doors and promises a new beginnthgowr Nile brothers, especially
Ethiopia.....The Millennium Dam is conceived as atoydlectric dam, and it will not
retain water for irrigation. Egypt is likely to befit from the power generated, and it has
offered to invest, with Sudan, in it. So far asea@ tell, and as Ethiopia has insisted, this
is a win-win situation for all involved Al Ahram Weekly19 - 25 May 2011, Issue No.
1048).

Addis Zemermper se allocated some 12.61 percent to the mberadfit frame out of its entire

examined stories, which is in fact the least proporin comparison t&Gudan Visiorand Al

Ahram Weekhjnewspapers. With reference to the mutual benefithe GERD, a writer from

Addis Zemercheered the dam for its positive side effectsuda® and Egypt as follows:

Other than the social and economic benefits thaiopta intended to get from the
Renaissance Dam, it would also provide several flierte downstream riparian states
such as making the Nile River waters flow regulatadd consistent, reducing
sedimentation, strengthening their irrigation andcticity capabilities. Moreover, it
decreases the loss of water due to evaporation ¥eyiaus dams of Sudan and Egypt and
this in turn saves more water for purposive devalept. (Translated from Amharic,
Addis ZemenMay 20, 2011, Vol. 70year, No.252, p.11).

In a similar vein, the newspaper further argued, atimate of 6 billion cubic meter of water
that is normally evaporated from the Sudanese Jebkh dam and Egypt's Aswan High
Dam can be saved as a result of the GERD consiructiBesides, Sudan and Egypt would
have the chance to get electric power with minimast from Ethiopia following the
completion of the Dam” (Translated from Amharddis ZemenApril 28, 2011, Vol. 78
year, N0.230, p.3). Moreover, informant 3 also ssggd that the suitability of Ethiopia’s

weather condition to build huge dams in comparisatie downstream states as follows:
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When you have a large dam then you have electicitysome countries need storage of
water for some reasons. It depends on the clinrathe country that does so. For

example, having a large dam in some areas in tlhe INisin is not good because it

wastes water through the evaporation but in Ethieg do not have this case.

Prognostic Frame: Prognostic frame was placed fourth, and actuallyas been used by the
selected newspapers to some extent, 13.51 perceaverage. Out of the sampled media,
Ahram Weeklyhas provided a greater (41.67 percent) propomionoverage in line with the
prognostic frame. In other words, this newspapes émphasized on a possible solution or
remedy frame for the issue of concern. For instatieenewspaper quoté&laaeddin El-Qousi,
international water expert, who criticizes not otilg former Egyptian regime for its disregard of
the Nile riparian countries, but also explainsfle$s concerning the post-revolutionary Egyptian
interim government’s confusing or unclear polic@gr the handling of the Nile River water
and, therefore, he pointed out an indispensablgisal that is, Egypt should return back to the
negotiation table:

El-Qousi was not happy with Egypt's handling of Riger Nile portfolio, believing that

negotiating personnel should be different from éoéthe past in order to be accepted

by the African countries. He blamed the previougme for mismanaging the issue but

added that the newly adopted policies are also teddahd blurred....According to El-

Qousi, the only way out for Egypt is to return e negotiating tableA{ Ahram Weekly

14 - 20 April 2011]ssue No. 1043).
Next to Al Ahram Weeklythe second major contributor for the prognosiiere was th&udan
Vision 29.41 percent. Prognostic frame has receivedst [gercentage fromddis Zemer(8.40
percent)Sudan Visiomewspaper in its 17/06/2011 issue reported thdasand Egypt together
with Ethiopia agreed to set up the joint tripartigehnical committee in order to evaluate the
impact of the GERD project over the downstream taesn And this step by itself deemed as an

utmost remedy to avoid the fear and suspicion ofpE@nd [Sudan] concerning the dam.

Similarly, a reporter from thal Ahram Weeklalso wrote, “the proposed committee would look
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into the advantages and disadvantages of the daorder to help the government take an
informed decision. ‘It should be an unbiased conesitthat considers the negatives and
positives of the project, together with the intésed the states involved”Al Ahram Weekly19-

25 May 2011, Issue N0.1048). Along the same lAdlis Zemermublished an article that runs,
“we are sure that starting from the design of tHeRG project, the dam could not harm the
interests of Egypt and Sudan....But for the sakevofding the fear of Egyptian people over the
dam and to build psychological trust between thecemed states we have agreed with the
Egyptian Public Delegates to establish a jointméxdd committee so as to evaluate the impact of
the dam” said the FDRE deputy Prime Minister anahisMer of Foreign Affairs Hailemariam

Desalegn (Translated from Amhariddis ZemenMay 11, 2011, Vol.7Dyear, No.243, p.11).

Conflict Frame: The finding of the research revealed that confliame relatively obtained a
medium coverage, where it has a 10.81 percentwdrage on average. Onp Ahram Weekly
and Addis Zememewspapers paid some stories in line with the lmbrifame, 25 percent and
10.92 percent respectively. ConverseBydan Visionnewspaper used none of its stories as

conflict frame with regard to the GERD project.

Comparatively speakingAl Ahram Weeklyhas viewed the dam as conflict laden project
especially between the major actors of the Nilerbagparian countries, namely Ethiopia and
Egypt. In this regard, in illuminating the fundantedrcause for the unhealthy relations between
upper riparian and lower riparian states, partitylbetween Ethiopia and Egypt, tié Ahram

Weeklycited the following in one of its articles, “Ibriain Nasreddin, head of the Centre for
African Studies and Research, pointed to the fradtuelationship between upstream and

downstream countries, especially Egypt. Nasreddied that Ethiopia played an antagonistic
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role and that irrespective of Egypt's policieswitl be difficult to change this role”” Al Ahram
Weekly 14-20 April 2011, Issue N0.1043). But, the newsahas avoided any mention of how
“Ethiopia played an antagonistic role” in the Nbasin region, even if the criticism might be

drawn from the following excerpts, as a reportenfrthe same newspaper wrote:

Tension erupted between Egypt and Sudan on théhané and Ethiopia and the other
Nile Basin states on the other when they failedrdach an agreement on the fair
distribution of Nile waters. Failure to reach amesgnent prompted Ethiopia, along with
Uganda, Tanzania, Rwanda and Kenya, to sign a rest ip the Ugandan capital

Entebbe in May 2010....The new pact is supposed bstute the 1929 agreement
between Egypt and Great Britain on behalf of Bniaicolonies which gave Egypt the
right to most of the more than 100 billion cubic tree of water that reaches the
downstream countries annually. It also gave itrtbkt to veto any new projects or dams
to be built by the other Nile states....Tension fartilared when Ethiopia announced its
plans to build the Millennium Dam, a hydroelectgower dam along the Blue Nile

River, despite objections from Egypt and Sudan.. e fidlations deteriorated to such an
extent that many, including Ethiopian oppositioaders, feared military action by Egypt.
(Al Ahram Weekly5-11 May 2011, Issue N0.1046).

Along the same lineDoaa El-Bey fromAl Ahram Weeklyoted that, “Tensions between
Egypt and Ethiopia had increased when Ethiopiaadedl that it was building a multi-
billion dollar ‘Millennium Dam’ on its share of thidile, which provides 85 percent of the

Nile's water” Al Ahram Weeklyl19-25 May 2011, Issue N0.1048).

On the other hand, a writer for tiedis Zemerguoted the former Ethiopian Ambassador to
Egypt Ambassador Ibrahim Idris statements regardiveg Egyptian strategies in relation to

upstream states, particularly Ethiopia as follows:

Egypt has followed various policies so as to useNile waters unilaterally and at the
same time to weaken the upper stream states imajeared Ethiopia in particular not to
use from the Nile River waters. Some of its maitigees include, seeing the 1929 and
1959 Nile water agreements as untouchable; thvwgartievelopment activities of
upstream riparian countries; preventing upstreaatest from gaining aid and loan
accesses; propagating that the problem in Ethisdack of water management not water
scarcity; trying to separate or instigate quarretween the people and politicians of
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upstream states with the help of NGOs and Civil i&gc Associations; and
lobbying/coordinating Nile riparian states not ignsthe NBI Comprehensive Framework
Agreement. (Translated from Amhariéddis ZemenMay 2, 2011, Vol.70th year,
No0.234, p.11).
On the other hand, a reporter from Sudan Vision anadsivid statement, which highlighted
Ethiopia’s ever-increasing and pivotal role in tRée Basin region: “Egypt and Sudan have
locked themselves in their past bilateral agreem#rdt were concluded in the absence of other
Nile countries. Ethiopia has flexed its water dipitic muscles and managed to get the majority
of the ten Nile countries to its side to forge aheath a new Nile water treaty'Sudan Vision
August 15, 2011). As a consequence, “Sudan and tBgyype jointly launched a diplomatic
offensive against a treaty signed by six of theNiupstream countries to alter shares of the Nile
water as defined in a colonial-era accord whiclegiZgypt the lion's share of the water and the
right to veto Nile projects proposed by other coest (Sudan VisionAugust 12, 2011). Taking
these tensions between upstream and downstreamangauntries into consideration, a writer
for Sudan Vision has realistically advised fortak conflicting parties in the following manner:
“The Nile Basin countries have to.... understand tuatflicts between developing countries can

only hinder and delay development and the welférthar people and it is a game in which no

one wins” Sudan VisiopAugust 15, 2011).

4.2.6. Major Challenges described in the story

Political Challenge Political challenge was overwhelmingly mentioreesda major problem by
all the selected print media outlets, which gai®&d#3 percent on average. Explicithddis
Zemen, Al Ahram Weekbnd Sudan Visiomewspapers mentioned the political challenge as
their primary concern, and accounted for 52.10 gr&rc83.33 percent and 76.47 percent,

respectively. As could been seen from their respecattention to the political challenge,
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Ethiopia is likely to be confronted with signifidapolitical problems due to its decision to build
the magnanimous renaissance dam on the Nile RigsmBandAl Ahram Weeklhas stated an

outstripped coverage in comparison to the remaitiwtgnewspapers.

In explaining the points of discussion between Hgypinterim government’s ex-Prime Minister
Essam Sharaf and Sudanese President Omar HassBaskirs summit in Khartoum,
simultaneously aftermath of the demise of Mubaragme and announcement of the Ethiopian
government to construct the GERD on the Nile Riaenriter from theAl Ahram Weeklyoted,
“They stressed the strategic importance of a comstamce in the face of Ethiopia's intentions to
go ahead with the completion of the Chinese-coostth Tekeze Dam on the Blue Nile,
modelled on China's controversial Three Gorges Danis will inevitably affect Egypt and
North Sudan's access to the Blue Nile, which accéam80 percent Egypt and North Sudan's
water” (Al Ahram Weekly31 March- 6 April 2011, Issue No. 1041). It ieal from this
statement that the essence of the meeting wasredrir strengthening their strategic alliance so
as to defend the status quo against Ethiopia’sesgplented move to build Africa’s largest dam
(i.e., the GERD) on the Nile River. Though it isdely known and undeniable that the bond of
their “strategic alliance” has been rooted on thd&h’'s geopolitical and historical relations and
cultural affinity to Egypt, some commentators blahtbe Sudanese government, for example,
Sudan Tribungosted an article which stated that, “many obsserireSudan have questioned the
government’s keen interest in siding with Egypt tbe matter [regarding Nile issue] despite

needing more”$udan TribuneMay 10, 2010).

With an apparent criticism of the dam] Ahram Weeklypublished an article that read as,
“according to the popular press and statementsidydrmer Egyptian minister of irrigation and

water resources, the Millennium Dam will threategyfit's quota of Nile water and will be
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detrimental to Egypt's interestAl(Ahram Weeklyl9-25 May 2011, Issue No. 1048), However,
in opposing the assessment of the GERD in suchyg savriter and scholar for the same
newspaper within a same story argued, “such hyperlh@as proven to be wrong and
misleading....It turned out that the idea of this dam was anarid, and Egypt had known of it
for at least three years. The dam is conceivedmsia-electric dam, and it will not retain water
for irrigation. Egypt is likely to benefit from thpower generated” (Ibid.). As could been
understood from the above debates, the GERD hasdi#e to be an issue of discussion in the
Egyptian context to some extent and it is also @vidhat there is a different assessment about

the dam by the Egyptian “popular press”, politigamd scholars.

Along the same line, with reference to a 48-menftggmtian popular delegation to Ethiopia on
May 2011,Al Ahram Weekly'®oaa EI-Bey reported the following: “The delegaticalled for

the preservation of Egypt's historical water righmsl a fresh start to the relationship between the
two countries following the 25 January RevolutigAl Ahram Weekly19-25 May 2011, Issue
No, 1048). The ideas of this quotation bear twdlging meanings, because on the one hand it
called for the ‘preservation of Egypt's historieadter rights’, while at the same time called for
the beginning of new ties between Ethiopia and Egylpw could these conflicting claims be
matched or fulfilled concurrently? It would be fsuch kind of muddling statements and
initiatives, as | have mentioned above, one wiitem the same newspaper blamed even those

post-Mubarak regime elites partly for their unclpalicies on the handling of the Nile issue.

Some of the major political challenges that havenbgescribed in the outlets Afldis Zemen
basically include: Egypt’'s thwarting role againgistream countries in general and Ethiopia in

particular in blocking access to financial aids fdevelopment projects from various
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international donors; Egyptian fear concerning plogential impact of the dam; suspicion and
criticism of some political parties over the wag tpovernment decided to build the dam at this
particular time labeled as agenda diversion taatithe regime in power due to fear of the
spillover effect of the Middle-East and North Aftit countries revolutions during 2011/12;
Egyptian “misperceptions” over the intent of Ethadp intensive engagement in building series
of dams on the Nile tributaries; fear of rent sagkand corruption over handling of the money
that has been contributed from citizens’ and ingths in support of the dam; ineffective
institutional governance; and fear of water confs a result of the dam (this was actually
forwarded from the Foruriedrek party). For instanceAddis Zemenin one of its news
narratives wrote that,
We (Forum party) support the construction of theRBEin principle, but we have
guestions to raise with regard to the implementatdd the project....Medrek party
explains its fear over the plan of the dam as ighnhibe designed for political
manipulations since it was planned with almost 2rrdgets. Besides, the party added its
suspicion on the dam as it could be planned to $s/mdher timely and more serious
projects that deemed to rid of the current problevhghe people. (Translated from
Ambharic, Addis ZemenApril 20, 2011, Vol.78 year, No.222, p.2).

Moreover, informant 1 has suggested one additidmatorically rooted psycho-political
challenge and in so doing he labeled the GERDp@acea for the existing problem as follows:
Since Egypt and Sudan have utilized the Nile waf@r<enturies solely; now they are
not convinced enough or willing to accept the ideat better benefit can be gained
through cooperation. So that one aim of the GER®&jept is to encourage them to come
to the real cooperation. And the other aim of thrigject is to ensure that if we work

together such a big project jointly or when conging such a huge project they also
have the chance to get and share benefits out of it

Financial Challenge: Next to the political challenge, financial chaljfenwas the second major
problem as per the selected print media outletswli€h Addis Zemermpredominantly paid a

major focus to this problem, 19.33 percent, folldwey Al Ahram Weekly8.33 percent. In
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contrast, Sudan Visionnewspaper said nothing towards this issue. Wiflereace to the
economic challenges of the dam, a writer foraAhé&hram Weeklyfor example, wrote:
On the economic side, the Millennium Dam is goiadé an expensive undertaking that
far exceeds the domestic capabilities of Ethiolfithe Aswan High Dam was a national
challenge for Egypt in 1956, the Millennium Damnmny times more challenging for
Ethiopia today. Ethiopia will need foreign assistarnn financing and implementing it.
The project is said to cost more than $4.8 billédrthe official exchange rate, but it is

likely to cost twice as much. This amount far extsethe annual revenue of the country.
(Al Ahram Weekly19-25 May 2011, Issue N0.1048).

On the other hand, informant 1 rejects the clainat stated Ethiopia has faced tough financial
challenges to build the dam and instead he ass#its: the whole period of Growth and
Transformation Plan, the government has alloca®@ Hillion birr to the energy generation
alone; of which the predominant budget was appoetiofor the Renaissance Dam. So, the

government has no deficiency to finance this dam.”

4.2.7. Major Opportunities described in the story

Parallel to the major challenges described in thdets of the selected print media, | also
attempted to look at the major opportunities tharavreported by the same newspapers.
Accordingly, as the result of the research indidathe national consensus, electricity generation
and bi(multi)lateral relations improvements wereurfd to be major opportunities. The
opportunity flood and sedimentation control wasdute some extent as per the outlets of the
sampled media. In contrast, however, job opponuimitigation use and environmental friendly

including the category ‘other’ were mentioned tlesser degree.

National Consensus:Out of the several categories of major opportusitigational consensus
was able to be the leading one, which obtained wstrigpped coverage of 40.54 percent on

average Addis Zemerout of its total stories has paid 50.42 percenlirie with the national
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consensus. On the contrary, b&th Ahram Weeklyand Sudan Visionnewspapers rejected it
absolutely. In fact, this is not uncommon as fathesexisting trends are concerned where the
selected newspapers content of coverage were moles® inclined toward their respective

countries national interests and governments paligntations.

Addis Zemerhas supplied lots of stories that stressed tooborate the GERD as a stunning
stone in bringing all Ethiopian citizens’ in suppaf it and thus the dam has been cited
frequently as historic project in the Ethiopian rezeFurthermore, in spite of the “gloomy”

political differences between citizens’, particlyabetween the current regime in power and
diaspora, the dam is labeled by the newspaper @escigive opportunity that can serve as a
catalyst to bridge the national consensus amorigrdift Ethiopian citizens wherever they live.
Among other things, the newspaper has forwardedalleeving examples as a sign of national
consensus with regard to the Renaissance Dam: gnogeimonstrations throughout the country
in support of the government’s decision to congtthe dam on the Nile tributary; financial

contribution of citizens’, associations and varioostitutions (for example religious, business)
either in the form of gifts or through buying in#@&nt bonds or both for the accomplishment of
the dam; citizens’ moral support and their commiiméo give a labor service for the

accomplishment of the dam; all (legal) oppositiafitical parties have accepted in principle and
supported the construction of the dam even if féthem raised some criticisms along with; and
signs of increasing artistic works that deemednicoeiraging national feelings in relation to the

Renaissance Dam. More importantly, the newspapenénof its editorial section noted:

Starting from day one that the government offigillhnounced the commencement of
the project of the GERD, the whole Ethiopian pedmee been contributing their own

stake for the success of construction of the danhis.@am has mobilized our people
from all corners of the country in unity and it hbsen a source of great historical
occurrence in enabling us to create a national @amss. (Translated from Amharic,

Addis ZemerMay 19, 2011, Vol. 70year, No.251, p.3).
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Despite these claims, however, few private preBags reported some criticisms and grievances
of employees over the alleged pressures of thergment in ‘enforcing’ especially those
government workers to pay their monthly salarytfer dam though they are living in a state of
subsistence livelihood. For instance, a coupleagings run as: “In the old times it had been said
thatAbbay(Blue Nile) traveled holding a stem, but now iglyes to travel holding our salary; in
the old times it had been said tidibay(Blue Nile) washed our soil, but now it startswiash

our pocket” said anonymous government employeegs@complaints suggested, generally
speaking, when we say that the dam has enabledréagthen and/or to create national
consensus among citizens’, it does not necessar@gn that all 80 million Ethiopians have

supported it. Of course this is one nature/asplegbldics.

Electricity Generation: Electricity generation has been placed as secondrne@portunity
represented by 26.35 percent on average. All tlecteel newspapers reported the electricity
generation as a second dominant opportunity i tlespective stories. Of whichddis Zemen
has provided larger proportion, 28.57 percent; wagAl Ahram WeeklgndSudan Visiorhave
featured it with almost equal amount of coverage61 percent and 17.65 percent respectively.
Concerning the aim of the dam, as it is intendedeioerate electricity, a reporter & Ahram
Weeklynoted that, “In March 30, 2011 Ethiopia annountiexl construction of the Renaissance
Dam, planned to be the continent's largest hydectréte plant” (Al Ahram Weekly 22-28
September 2011, Issue No0.1065). While this factvidely known, the potential electricity
generation of the GERD is deemed to be utilizeddomestic use and for foreign export of
electricity. In a similar assessment of the damwriger for Sudan Visiomoted, “The dam will

generate 5250MW by 2015. The expected and planoegmgeneration surplus in Ethiopia in
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2015 is...2500MW planned to be exported to neighlmgucountries” udan VisionSeptember

20, 2011).

Similar to the print media’s content, all the thregormants acknowledged the expected
mammoth electricity generation of the dam and wsitve snowball effect not only to the
Ethiopian economy, but also to neighboring coustiie one way or the other. In this regard,
informant 2 states, “the GERD is a developmentgmioyvhich will help Ethiopia in its plans to
export electricity, cheap renewable energy soutcasise Ethiopian income.” Informant 1 on
his part noted that “the Renaissance Dam is pregetti cover its total cost within less than five
years so that it is very profitable project.” Ind&tbn to that informant 3 also commented about
the comparative advantage and suitability of tHadpian climate and topography to build huge
dams in comparison to the downstream states; atitefuhe elaborated the mutual benefit of the

GERD project:

This dam will generate a lot of electricity thatllvdover the needs of the country and it
would be also enough for export and when they exiptitey will gain hard currency and
they will get more support to their economy. So,leak at it from this angle; but also it
may be the most suitable place to build this dacabse the water is getting from the
high mountains down; so it will generate more eleity in that place in particular; |
mean if the same dam is built in another area lit wat generate the same amount of
electricity. So, this is also beneficial to otheuntries because they will benefit from the
electricity they are going to buy from it.

Bi(multi)lateral Relations Improvements: The third common and widely mentioned type of
opportunity was found to be th®(multi)lateral relations improvements in betwesite basin
states and it accounted for 18.92 percent on ageréige research finding revealed tiAdt
Ahram Weeklygave primarily more coverage to bi(multi)lateralations improvements, 75

percent. Similarly, Sudan Vision also paid neadyger amount which accounted for 70.59
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percent. In contrastAddis Zemerhas contributed minimal proportion, 5.88 percemtttie

bi(multi)lateral relations improvements.

In the aftermath of the collapse of the Hosni Malse regime, Egypt has come up with new
foreign policy direction and thus the interim gavaent of Egypt together with Egyptian
popular delegation and partisan delegations argingatheir own endeavors to remedy the
mistakes committed by the ousted regime as peAlhhram Weeklyputlets. For instanc&l
Ahram Weeklpnce has published,
The partisan delegation, which visited Sudan, SsattSudan and Ethiopia this week,
aspired to improve Egypt's relation with Africa esally with the Nile Basin states. It
planned to build on the efforts of the popular dipacy delegation that visited Ethiopia
last week and Uganda last month.... In another eaging move, Prime Minister Essam
Sharaf is scheduled to visit Ethiopia next weeke Wisit is supposed to mark Egypt's
return as a key player in Africa and opens a neaptdr in ties with the continentAl(
Ahram Weekly12-18 May 2011, Issue N0.1047).
The newspaper further reported about the majoresscof ex-Prime Minister Essam Sharaf's
visit to Ethiopia as follows:...the most important achievement of Sharaf's v[dib
Ethiopia’] was the formation of a committee of Eggp, Sudanese and Ethiopian experts to
study the effects of the proposed Millennium DanEthiopia on the flow of Nile water to
Sudan and Egypt’Al Ahram Weekly19-25 May 2011, Issue N0.1048). Besides, follawvin
the Ethiopian premier similar visit to Egypt on &spber 2011AI Ahram Weekly'®oaa El-
Bey wrote, “Egypt's Prime Minister Essam Sharaf dmsl Ethiopian counterpart Meles
Zenawi highlighted the positive impact of theikkiathis week on relations between Cairo and

Addis Ababa, using win-win phrases and depicting fiver Nile as a bridge rather than a

barrier to warm ties”Al Ahram Weekly22-28 September 2011, Issue No.1065).
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Along the same line, with reference to the joiipadrtite technical committe&udan Vision
newspaper quoted Sudanese Spokesperson of Forangsirlyl Khalid Musa as he said that
“Sudan, Egypt and Ethiopia agreed to form a tedirmsommittee to study the possibility of
building the Millennium Dam in Ethiopia"Sudan VisionMay 18, 2011). What we see from
the above passages is that the major parties didstern Nile Basin riparian countries have
experienced positive signs of relations, goodwéltvieen them and their tripartite agreement
to establish a joint technical committee that idh to study the impacts of the GERD
project to the downstream states can be considased starting point to improve their

relations better.

Last but not least, the finding of this study adbowed that there was the agenda setting function
of the media. This is because two out of the timemants (i.e., informants 2 and 3) have made
it clear that they heard the announcement of thRGBroject from the newspapers’ for the first
time; though they were not able to remember exdectlsn which newspapers they heard the
news first. Whereas, informant 1 on his part adrdithat he had information about the plan of

the project/dam before it was made public on M&@h2011.
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Chapter Five

Conclusion and Recommendations
This chapter of the study presents the conclusfdheokey findings of the thesis and thereafter

forwards some recommendations that would be hefpfulurther studies on similar issues.

5.1. Conclusion

This study set out to investigate how the nati@ral international print media cover Ethiopia’s
decision to construct the GERD project on the MRieer. The study, thus, on the basis of
purposive sampling has selected three represemtaBwspapers which were drawn from the
Eastern Nile basin member countries, namely, Etaigaddis Zemen Egypt Al Ahram
Weekly and the SudanS(dan Visiop Besides, three informants were also interviewstk
each from the aforementioned countries. For thésaon, it can be said that this research has
applied quantitative content analysis approach geévatal research method, while adding a

gualitative method of in-depth interview.

The time frame for the analysis of the selected imedtlets ranges from the day the GERD
project officially launched on March 30, 2011 top&amber 25, 2011, when a week before, i.e.,
September 17-18, 2011, the Ethiopian premier efificivisited Egypt, following the Egyptian
ex-interim Prime Minister Essam Sharaf and Egyptablic delegates made similar visit to
Ethiopia, to discuss about the two countries refetiin general and the GERD project in
particular. To this end, a total of 148 (119 fréwdis Zemenl12 fromAl Ahram Weeklyand 17
from Sudan Visiopstories dealing with the GERD project were idsdi out of 253 editions.

These stories were further examined in relatiothto seven analytical categories of the study
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that include: theme of story, type of story, tygesource the story used, tone of story, type of

frame the story used, major challenges and opptigsmescribed in the story.

The finding of the study revealed thatldis Zemerhas provided an exceedingly considerable
amount of coverage to the GERD project thdmAhram Weeklyand Sudan Visiomewspapers.
But, according to the informants, this is not aammon result as the dam is being built in
Ethiopia and also since it was able to be a foréragenda on the Ethiopian scene; while both
Egypt and Sudan were entangled with their own noty@lenging issues, other than the dam,
such as the unfinished Egyptian Revolution of 2021dnd Sudanese internal instabilities (for
example, secession of South Sudan, Darfur con8iotith Kordofan and Blue Nile states tension
with the central government) thwarted their medant giving that much attention to the GERD.
This was also evident from the editorial sectionhaf sampled medidddis Zemenmvas the only
newspaper that has given more focus to the GERI[egrin its editorial section, while the

remaining two newspapers paid no attention to it.

As far as the theme of story was concerned, dewsop and diplomacy were found as
frequently reported themes. The predominantly eggaotheme of stories was labeled as
‘development’, which was solely contributed by thedis Zememewspaper, which put it as its
central theme. On the other hamdl, Ahram Weeklyand Sudan Visionnewspapers were
diplomacy-oriented because they catered diplomaapeair overwhelming theme of the GERD
related storiesAddis Zementoo, covered the theme of diplomacy but to adestegree.
Therefore, unlike the theme of development whictensed a significant coverage #Addis
Zemenalone, diplomatic theme was shared by all thectsdemedia even if some degrees of

discrepancies were visible between them.
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All across the three newspapers government officaadre used as major sources of information,
simultaneously. Accordingly, it seems evident ttiegt target media were heavily dependent on
government officials for their sources of stori@bis signifies that these media’s stories were

more or less inclined toward news narratives otii@n opinion and commentary.

Regarding the tone of the stories, an overridingecage ofAddis Zemerwas positive in tone
towards the GERD project. In other words, the napsp has favored the dam (positively) in its
almost all stories. BesideSudan Visioralso covered the dam positively to some extentti@n
other hand, bottsudan Visiorand Al Ahram Weeklywewspapers reported the majority of their
stories in a neutral tone towards the dam. In otherds, they systematically refrained from
mentioning any impact of the dam on downstream t@m It seems that the media were aware
of the mutual benefits of the dam but they chokmee due to historical and nationalistic point
of view. Moreover, one would wonder if or whethlee tEgyptian and Sudanese media discourse
towards the dam would have been different if the bewuntries were not experiencing domestic
political crises as they were at the moment. Hlgo crucial to note thakl Ahram Weeklyvas

the only newspaper that supplied its fraction ofiss (negatively) against the dam. As far as the
tone of the media outlets is concerned, the medizemglly covered the dam positively or
neutrally. Therefore, this finding suggests tha tbne of the sampled media towards the dam

seems similar with the policies and stands of trespective government on the issue.

The selected newspapers have framed the dam throwdfiple types of frames, but their
respective dominant frames were differékddis Zemen’slominant frame was that of economic
consequences frame. This suggests that the newdpapenainly framed the GERD in terms of
its actual and/or potential economic impacts onzeits’, community and the country in

particular as well as riparian countries in genelihgnostic frame was the second widely
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employed frame. In light of thig\ddis Zememoted recurrent drought, poverty, acute demand of
electricity, the necessity of alternative/clean rgge source, and assuring sustainable

development as the essential causes or reasonEtiopia decided to build the dam.

For Al Ahram Weeklyprognostic frame was frequently used as a magmé. It seems that the

newspaper’s attention revolved at explaining pdsssblution or remedy frame that could avert
the probable problems that might be associated tvéldam and to use from it in a cooperative
way. Both conflict and mutual benefit frames wengpéyed equally as second major frames by
the newspaper. On the other haBddan Vision’slominant frame was labeled as mutual benefit
frame, which means the paper framed the GERD astenfial mutual benefit for Eastern Nile

basin states in general and Ethiopia in partictlaen, the newspaper utilized prognostic frame

as its second common frame.

In relation to the major challenges, the findingshe study showed that political challenge (both
internal and external) was overwhelmingly mentioas@ major problem in all the selected print
media outlets. As could been seen from their régmeattention to the political challenge,
Ethiopia is likely to be confronted with signifidapolitical problems due to its decision to build
the magnanimous renaissance dam on the Nile RiasinB The second major problem
associated with the dam was labeled as financiallesige. Overall, the findings of the study
suggest that there are enormous political chalketigat Ethiopia has been struggling with and it
can be said that the country faces modest finapcaddlems to finance the dam. Unlike political
and financial challenges, however, social and envirental challenges received trivial coverage
on average. This may mean that even if the GERi3ssimed as the biggest dam in the African

continent and world’s seventh biggest dam with stimeated 6,000MW generating capacity, the
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outlets of the selected media was paid minimal @y toward social and environmental side

effects of the dam.

Concerning the major opportunities that were mewtibin the print media outlets, national
consensus was found to be the predominantly hilgtddyopportunity in the examined stories of
Addis Zememewspaper. The newspaper has supplied lots aésttirat stressed to corroborate
the GERD as a stunning stone in bringing all Etl@ingitizens’ in support of it and thus the dam
has frequently been cited as historic project enHEthiopian scene and as a catalyst to bridge the
national consensus among different Ethiopian ci8aeherever they live. On the other hand, the
opportunity of bi(multi)lateral relations improvenmts has commonly been employed as key
opportunity both byAl Ahram Weeklyand Sudan Visionnewspapers. “New foreign policy
direction” towards the handling of the Nile watetilipation following the 2011 Egyptian
Revolution by the Egyptian side together with Effiéos “preemptive” and/or self-financing
magnanimous dam project on the Nile River, wer@niafs root activities in order to improve

their relations better in a new spirit.

Fortunately, all the selected media reported at@ttrgeneration as a second major opportunity
in their respective outlets. Therefore, they atlognized that the GERD is potentially significant
for electricity generation, which is intended foondestic use as well as neighboring states
through electric power export. Generally, the naloconsensus, electricity generation and
bi(multi)lateral relations improvements were foutedbe major opportunities. The opportunity

flood and sedimentation control was used to sonengéx

Taking the overall findings of the study into acoguhe study concludes that the press coverage

on the GERD project by the selected newspaperetetalbe in favor of the papers’ respective
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country’s national interests and government polanjentations over the handling of the

supranational issue (i.e., the dam). Thus, thelkelddalance and impatrtiality in their reportings.

5.2. Recommendations

It would be important if oriented researchers v able to conduct a study on the public
opinion of all the three countries (Ethiopia, Eggpd Sudan) regarding the GERD project since
they have at least a four-year time to do so amaigrother similar project(s) anywhere across
the riparian countries. This may help us to knowvhbe people of these countries view such
projects and look at whether or not their perceptmward such projects are influenced by the
media outlets. The result of such multidirectionegearches could be helpful for concerned

bodies to take remedial measures right in time.

Considering the vital role that the media can pfalgringing all the Nile Basin riparian countries
together and to use their shared water resouragtably and reasonably, first they have to have
enough information about all Nile riparian courgrend people’s concerns over the issue. So as
to fulfill this objective, states themselves or amijer interested organization should initiate
some sort of a forum that journalists and medidgzionals of the riparian states can take part
in and get a better understanding of all co-batates’ expert views. This may help them to
report knowledge-based and balanced stories abeutgional issues. Otherwise, the media can
redirect or instigate the people to a wrong dimttby conveying nationalistic, one-sided and

incomplete information, which could potentially ergbate the situation.
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Appendices

Appendix A

Coding Sheet

Name of Coder:

Code for coder one= 01
Code for coder two= 02

Name of Newspaper:

Date of Publication (date/month/year):

Title of Story:

Analytical Categories:

1. Theme of Story:

» Sovereign rights

» Historical rights

» Development

» Diplomacy

* Legal regime

Other

2. Type of story:-

* News
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Editorial

Feature

Commentary

Interview

Reader’s letter

Other

. Type of Source the story used:-

Government officials

Public relation practitioners (PRP)

News Agencies

Other media

Individuals/Experts

Institutions

Journalist/Writer

Anonymous

Other
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. Tone of story:-

Positive

Negative

Mixed

Neutral

. Type of frame the story used:-

Diagnostic frame

Prognostic frame

Conflict frame

Mutual benefit frame

Economic consequences frame

Human interest frame

Attribution of responsibility frame

Other

Major Challenges described in the story:-

* Political

*Social
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*Financial

* Environmental

*Nothing

* Other

7. Major Opportunities described in the story:-

Electricity generation

e lrrigation use

* Flood and sedimentation control

* National consensus

e Bi(multi)lateral relations improvement

* Job opportunity

e Environmental friendly

¢ Other

Appendix B

Coding Guide

Operational definitions for the sub-categorieshef inain analytical categories

1. Operational definitions for the sub-categorieder the theme of story:
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» Sovereign rights- if the main theme of the storyotees around ‘propagation’ of the
sovereign right of Ethiopia to build the GERD amhe@ tsame is true for other upstream

states.

» Historical rights- if the main theme of the stomvolves around ‘propagation’ of the
historical rights of Egypt and Sudan over the Nuaters utilization, as described in the
1929 and 1959 agreements and thus labels the GER©Dvarong move against these

rights.

» Development-focuses on the economic value and rmbémeefits of the dam.

» Diplomacy- emphasizes on the necessity of cord@brohatic endeavors among riparian

states in order to benefit the Nile waters reashyratd equally.

» Legal regime- stresses on the necessity of compsaleelegal regime to utilize the Nile
waters equally. An all inclusive legal regime masoaavoid mutual suspicion and threat
between co-basin states.

» Other- any theme other than the above mentionethefs® was included under this
category. In addition, unclear or ambiguous theinef(she story was/were also grouped

to this category.

2. Operational definitions for the sub-categoriadar the type of story:
* News- for the purpose of this study, the term ‘neneters to the topical happenings and

events or previously unknown/unpublicized factswlitbe GERD project.
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« Editorial- this refers to the stand or opinion betnewspaper over the dam. In other
words, it reflects the stand of the newspaper'soedi writers and/or its owners
concerning an issue/GERD.

* Feature- this stands for the detailed analysishef GERD project accompanied with
tangible facts on the issue of concern.

» Commentary- this refers to the news analysis aleitly the writers’ personal opinions
regarding the issue/GERD and intended to influeeeglers’ perception toward their
own end.

* Interview—this refers to the interview genre wiiffatent persons concerning the issue.

* Reader’s letter- this represents any comment, icgelcounter-reaction, or outlook of
readers concerning the dam.

» Other- any type of story other than the above meeti ones was coded under this

category. Stories with unclear genres were alsopggd in this category.

3. Operational definitions for the sub-categoriedar the type of source:

» Government officials- this stands for those whadhalblic office in different levels of
government administration including federal goveenin officials, regional/state
government officials of the Nile basin member coiestin particular and possibly
other countries, too. Even though Egypt is now ngiliby an interim (quasi)
government, for the sake of this study, Egyptiahlipudelegates who were playing a
decisive diplomatic role on behalf of their counfollowing the downfall of the
Mubarak regime were grouped in this category. Leadef legally registered

opposition political parties were also coded irs ttategory.
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Public relation practitioners (PRP) — PRP are tloaitiipieces of various institutions
including governmental, private/NGOs, regional amernational organizations (e.qg.
NBI, UNDP, and UNESCO).

News agencies — News agencies are corporation®raagéncies (e.g. Associated
Press (AP), Reuters, United Press Internationall)(UBthiopian News Agency

(ENA), and Sudan News Agency (SUNA) that produadlect and sell stories to

different news providers such as newspapers, iatiorV.

Other media- for the purpose of this study the t&tiner media’ refers to any media
other thanAddis ZemenAl Ahram Weeklyand Sudan Visiomewspapers themselves.
For instance, it could be like BBC, Xinhua, Fortuimgily Nation, Sudan Tribune,

Ethiopian Television, etc.

Individuals/Experts- for the purpose of this stutlg term ‘individual/expert’ is one

who represents neither government nor private tuigins (e.g. Experts on

geopolitics, hydrologists (who studies earth’s water any individual/layman who

was quoted as direct source of a story).

Institutions — this category stands for those gowmmntal, private and religious
institutions. Political party organizations alsaled in this category.

Journalist/writer- this category was used whenwiiéer of the story himself/herself

has served as the only source of that story.

Anonymous- this category was used if the persgndbburce) of the story was
unspecified clearly. Specifically, as Ericson kt(4991, as cited in Hansen et al.,

1998) put it, anonymous/unspecified sources assiply “referenced through non-
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specific terms such as ‘analyst’, ‘reports’, ‘obhs®s’, ‘intelligence sources’,
‘authorities’, ‘experts’....”

» Other- any source of story other than the abovetiored ones was coded under this

category.

N.B. If a story uses more than one type of sourcesgpaifces were taken and grouped under

their respective categories.

4. Operational definitions for the sub-categorieder the tone of story:

Positive- a story was coded as ‘positive’ in toriethe story predominantly
appreciated, favored, and reinforced the dam dgeagis as well as one that mainly
focuses on giving examples of its positive impacts.

* Negative- a story was coded as ‘negative’ in tohahe story predominantly
criticized, blamed, and questioned the GERD focitgsent and potential problems.

* Mixed- a story was coded as ‘mixed’ in tone if tt®ry has mentioned both the
dam’s positive and negative impacts fairly, acconmpe with concrete facts unlike
the above (i.e., ‘positive’ and ‘negative’ tonag)balance or extreme positions.

* Neutral- a story was coded as ‘neutral’ in ton¢hé# story has described nothing

either about the dam’s positive or negative impacts

5. Operational definitions for the sub-categoriedar the type of frame:
» Diagnostic frame — when the story notes on reimfigracauses or reasons (such as
poverty, acute demand of electricity, or agendaemiion mechanism or to exploit the

instability of downstream states) for the Ethiopidecision to build the dam; if a story
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focuses on the tangible and/or potential problems t the GERD construction and
attributing blame for those creators of the proldem

Prognostic frame - emphasizes on a possible saolutio remedy frame and thus
specifying what needs to be done to solve the problthat are associated with the dam.
Conflict frame - emphasizes on conflict laden cager of the dam between riparian
countries, individuals and groups within a statd ather possible actors. In short, if the
story caters disagreements or opposing stateméantsoerned parties over the issue.
Mutual benefit frame — when the story suggests atimipotential mutual benefit of the
dam for Nile basin riparian countries in generall dBastern Nile basin states in

particular.

Economic consequences frame — focuses on the actdar potential economic impacts
of the dam on an individual, community, countryiparian countries.

Human interest frame - when a story brings a de=ddiluman face and their testimonies
about the dam or an emotional/empathic angle tptégentation of the dam.

Attribution of responsibility frame — suggests tlesponsible body, institution, country,

or a collective of countries to solve the problem.

Other - any type of frame other than the above meetl ones was coded under this

category.

N.B. If a story uses more than one type of framesdtminant frame would be chosen. The

term ‘dominant frame’ refers to the frame type thast repeatedly mentioned in a given story.

6. Operational definitions for the sub-categoriader the major challenges described in the
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Political — due to the claim of ‘historical rightey downstream countries over the Nile
waters uninterrupted flow, Ethiopia’s engagemenbadd the dam on the Nile River
tributary, may reinforce them to pose a securitgdhover the latter. Besides, others may
label the dam as agenda diversion tactic of théofidin government from the popular
Arab world revolutions during 2011/12.

Social - the GERD construction may create ‘unineghdsocial problems such as local
residents displacement, disturbance of downstrdxnth (within Ethiopia and Sudan and
Egypt) peoples due to the probable water flow rédncinequitable distribution of costs
and benefits and the problems associated withobedf historical and cultural values of
the society, where the dam is constructing on. d&ssiproblems such as poverty and
lack/shortage of electricity and/or power interfaptwere also coded in this category.
Financial — the country awaits resettlement andpmeation costs for those displaced
people as a result of the dam (if there are digglaeeople at all), debt burden, since the
cost of the dam (i.e., about 4.8 billion U.S. dgllss assumed to be covered by the
Ethiopian government including citizens’ who wotddar huge financial costs, and this
in turn could jeopardized the citizens’ livelihood.

Environmental — environmental problems associatéth ithe GERD may include
destruction of ecosystem, alter water flow, blogkiitsh migration, flooding, build up
soil salinity or sediment accumulation, water loggi Moreover, the dam could be
vulnerable to natural disasters like drought duelitoatic change and risks of dam burst;
it may also trigger earthquakes, etc.

Nothing — if a story says nothing about any cha&fproblem that Ethiopia would face

following its decision to construct the GERD.

173



» Other - if a story has stated whatever challengperothan the above mentioned major

challenges was put under this category.

N.B. If a story describes more than one kind of maj@ilenge/problem, the dominant problem
would be chosen. The term ‘dominant challenge’reefe the problem that was repeatedly

mentioned in a given story

7. Operational definitions for the sub-categories uride major opportunities described in

the story:

» Electricity generation — the construction of the R&EE could generate domestic
power supply and hydropower income via power export

» lrrigation use- the GERD other than electricityeratg can be utilized for irrigation
purposes and irrigation in turn may improve or easaod security of the country in
guestion (Ethiopia) through increased food produrctConsequently, problems such
as water scarcity, poverty and recurrent droughitseasily be handled.

* Flood and sedimentation control — the GERD possitdyn generate positive
downstream externalities for Sudan and Egypt ims$eof flood and sedimentation
control, decreasing water loss due to evaporatnber, alia.

* National consensus — Ethiopia’s decision to coasthe GERD on the Nile River is
considered by a number of people as a turning poiitls entire history. For this
reason, the dam is believed as a catalyst to brikdgenational consensus among
different Ethiopian citizens. Thus, citizens’ firaa contribution, moral support and
their commitment and request to give a labor serfac the accomplishment of the

dam can be taken as examples of national consensus.
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e Bi(multi)lateral relations improvement — this standor both bilateral and
multilateral diplomatic relations initiatives angiprovements among the Nile Basin
countries in general and Eastern Nile Basin coestin particular. This category
gives special emphasis to Egypt’'s new foreign gdiiend in the aftermath of the 25
January Revolution.

« Job opportunity — The construction of the huge dieen, GERD) needs a paramount
workforce either skilled or unskilled. In this reda it creates conducive
environment of job opportunity along with skill argperience sharing for a number
of Ethiopian citizens and outsiders.

* Environmental friendly — since hydropower almostdarces no air pollution or no
carbon dioxide to the natural environment, it isnsidered as a clean or
environmentally friendly source of energy

e Other — if a story has stated whatever opportuoiher than the above mentioned

major opportunities, it was put under this category

N.B. If a story describes more than one kind of majgpastunity/benefit, the dominant benefit
would be chosen. The term ‘dominant opportunitjere to the benefit that was repeatedly

mentioned in a given story

Appendix C

Interview Guide

1. Of the different theories of international watemurses management (such as absolute
territorial sovereignty theory, absolute territbriategrity theory, the principle of

‘equitable utilization” and the doctrine of commbasin-wide management) which one is
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the most important principle that is relevant te tdile basin states, in your view and

why?

. Do you believe that there is a legal regime overutilization of the Nile River waters so
far? If yes, please specify it, and to what exient adhered to by all riparian states, in

your view? If no, what is the reason for the appaadsence of such a legal regime?

. As you may guess, there are two opposing ideaslation to the construction of large
dams in general: arguments in favor or against m#ipg on their own rationales. What

is your stand on this?

. Do you remember through which medium of communicatyou have heard the
announcement of the Grand Ethiopian Renaissance (@#RD) project for the first

time?

. How do you see the decision of Ethiopia to constthe GERD on the Nile river

tributary?

. In your view, what could be the underlying reasohEthiopia’s decision to build such a

huge dam at this particular time?

. Do you think that Ethiopia’s unilateral decisiondonstruct the dam on an international

river tributary is acceptable? If yes, on whatowaéle? If no, why not?

. What possible challenges/problems and opportufiigeefits do you expect from the
dam with respect to your country’s national int€fe§auging these problems and

benefits, what is your stand on the constructiothefdam?
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9. The GERD is expected to hold about 63 billion cubiters of water and the dam would
take, to fill such amount of water, some 18 mor{thgear and six months). Within this
prescribed time would not been reduce/endangeatheunt of water that is normally
flowing to the downstream states? If so, what gmesolutions are prepared to minimize

(if possible to avoid) such a ‘temporal’ negatiugiacts on downstream states?

10.Some ‘observers’ claim that the current deadlockwben upstream and downstream
countries over the signing of the Comprehensiveneraork Agreement (CFA) due to
the “water security” issue of Article 14 of the CHAay reinforce individual states to
undertake unilateral projects such as the GERD; suth a move in turn can pose

potential conflict between riparian countries. Wisagour reaction on this claim?

11.How would you judge the role of media, newspapengairticular, in covering basin-wide

developmental issues like the GERD project in atad manner?

12.Some ‘commentators’ argue that national mediajqdarly newspapers’, reports of the
Eastern Nile basin countries are often in line withir respective governments’ stand,

and distorts the fact on the scene. Do you agréesuch an assessment?
| Thank You for Your Time and Cooperdéion

Appendix D

List of Informants:

No. Name of Informant Position Nationalit

Informant | Fekahmed Negash Director, Basins Administration | Ethiopian
1 Nuru Directorate of the FDRE Ministry
of Water and Energy
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Informant | Abdelmoneim M. | Third Secretary of the Embassy bEgyptian
2 El-Shazly The Arab Republic of Egypt to
Ethiopia
Informant | Mohamed Director of Bilateral and Regional Sudanese
3 Mirghani Affairs Department of The
Embassy of the Republic of the
Sudan to Ethiopia
Appendix E

Map of the Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam
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Appendix F

Logo of Addis Zemen, Al Ahram WeeklgdSudan VisiorNewspapers:
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(A) Logo of Addis Zemen

i W
va | ERRE TGN RO
;\geﬁ\%}ﬁy

Fthiopian Press Agency

)

(B) Logo of Al Ahram Weekly

hram

Weekly On-{ine

(©) Logo of Sudan Vision

Sudan @Yigion

AN INDEPENDENT DAILY
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