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ABSTRACT 

The pu rpos e ot th,S study wa s to investigate into some 
characteristIcs, reasons for particIpatIon, and study problems 
or a group of students in EthIopia, name l y, students who have 
been enrol.led in the correspondence educati o n programme, 
otr ereU by the Distance Education Division of the Department 
ot Adu l t Educat ion, Ministry o f I::du c ati on. The stud y wa s 
carrIed out tnrough a questi onnaIre sent t o the ~60 students 
or tile correspondenc e programme , who were found being actively 
pursuIng their senior secondary courses, o ffered by the 
Distance Education Div isi o n , /)/t·tZL June , 1992/93 academic 
year . An Instrument used tor da ta collection, namely, the 
questionnaire was first developed and then validated by a 
group ot J udges and was adjusted for use in the light of t he 
comments received from the persons who performed the judg ing 
ta s k. Out ot the 560 questi onnaires sent to students, 382 
questionnaires were returnea f llled correc·c-ry -, - i. e . a res'pons-e 
ot 68.2 percent. 

The results of the data collected from the 382 students 
were tallied and described on the basis of the total 
percentage of the response secured tor each i tern of the 
questionnaire o f the variable s invest igated. The findings ot 
tne s tudy revealed that the typical correspondence programme 
student of the Distan c e Education Division in Ethiopia is 
De tween 20 and 4 U years old , married and has more than one 
chi ldren . The ma l e students comprise 81.7 percent of the 
st.uuenL oooy . 'Ine etlucat10nal background or the students 1S 
dDov e .l.ower senIor seconaary sct1oo1 level I i . e; above 10 
c;rade~1 or 5chou.l.lng . Tr.e y are worKlng students almost 
InVar Iabl.Y 1n a wnite co llar occupati ons . The y bea,r the 
t:=xt.--enses O i. tnt:: courS8 OUt of ttlelr own pockets , and c a n be 
to..lI1C.i mostly 1[1 ru r a J.. arEas . 

i-'rcm .... ner,L o ~)Ject ... ves lor u n l le-:.-t.':'.",lng turtnb-r st.udles 
inc..l..u(~eu ' t o gaI n .:'in ()[ [l Cl cill.Y reC0yniZ e ~.l ce r t.lt lca t e ' to 

tJd,:;::; arl eAC1.m~nat.lon ' t. ... J cDtain competence tor better jobs' I 
' to secure proressi ona l promotion ' In thei r o r der ot 
pre.(erl. IJ£~ I , ne stuaent ra ted conven1ence as the main 
advantage ot tne corres ponden c e study metn od . Because of their 
worK commItments , they ca nnot ava il themselves ot conventional 
sec o ndary schools . 
Thus , t rom the prominent reasons students gave tor their 
cho ice of the study f orm , supported by th e findings o n the 
students' objective t or learning , and student characteristics, 
It was concluded tnat t he correspondence education prog ramme , 
otfered by the Dis tance E.ducat i on D1vision in Ethiopia , is 
pr1marily ch o sen as a means of study by persons who , because 
o t rami l y SItuation , vocationa l engagements or other 
obligations wer e not able t o take advantage of educati o na l. 
otters wn1ch demand -regu la r c lass attendance. 

vi! 



CHAPTER - ONE 

I. INTRODUCTION 

C:ducators and educati onal I?lanners have eXl?erienced a 

Yl0wlny In terest. trom a~l ulrections In new torms ot education 

ouring the last few decades, Among the new forms of education , 

J.S 1.0ll.nU Lne system 01 dIstan ce educati on . The special claim 

[or OlStan Ce educat10n 1S tha t lt l?ermltS the individual 

"-l;u""nt to work at his o wn I?ace at a I?lace and time of his or 

t1er ctlOoslng , It al?l?lies I?articularly , when a student already 

job and 1S unable, Lor reasons or dIstance or 

:" :h::OClverllence , t o attend regular classes as a tu ll -t lme or 

i;--'C11 i..-i j rTh:~ ~:t u~l~n t . . 

.Jl~;t.ance etJuCittlOn lS , 1n par t. , a soc1al change , 

t-rc;n~;:t.~rhJ aCCt:!SS to seconddry 8l1ucatlon tor gr(Jt..:..ps ou-::slde 

, t, ::.ne ffiett .... )C1S ot t8dCC .. ':'t-.g , uSlng ot 

"_I.J;1.j.~ . :.:"C("1i...1Ul . l.U (.'\i(-lc.~me t;.8 ~Jr ... )o.J.tm.:; or ~ :!..:::; t.Arlce , or to 

sac:..sr: y thc2 need tor part-ti me SCUl1Y. And It is a lso a cllan,ge 

In E::dLiCdt.lona.l assumptions , (lependlng upon new styles ot 

currlculum develol?ment , student learning and assessment , 

1'nis s y st~m of teach1ng rultils one of the new al?l?roaches 

In enucat.lOIl , i , e " to place the interest of the l earner above 

the 1nt~reSt OL the tea c her 01 the interest ot the inst1 tuti o n 

""at otrers the I?rogramme , What this means i.s that , 1n t h e 

eoUCatl Ondl ~rogramm(~s I trte nature ot the 

l.C61ne r., "" .... na:: he wants to le-arn and now he wdnts to learn 
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[)ecome the mor e Important conslderatlon , than wnat ~ne teacner 

....... anLS LO tea.cn or t h e r e quIrements or t.h e lnstltUtlon. I n 

orne t to p rov i d e a l earner- c en t r ed educ a tlona l p rog ramme , it 

1 5 Il~CeSSaL"y 1..0 r<rlOW " wn o ' Lne leCirn e rs arE: anCl wny th ey a r e 

lea r ni ng. ThlS s t ud y desc r ibe s the "WIlO" and "why " of di sc a n ce 

educatIon part l clpaLI o n In ~ t h lopl a. 

1.1 The Problem 

i t 1 S a commo n p l a ce obse r vation that we are l"iv i n g i n a 

rapl dl y changing societ y. I n such a s ociety , e duc a t i o n h as a 

parr.lcularly crucl a l role to pla y by prov ldl n g inf o rmation a nd 

KnOw.ieoge tha t peo p le need l n order to cope - u p wicn cnanglng 

COn(1l tlC>nS . AccorcJl n g to Wedemeyer t 1971 ; 137) the need to 

eOUCdC8 near J y a.Li our citIzens Deyond the !lH.jn school level ; 

'--(Ie lL-C\,.JgllJ. :"lOi. ;:.f. o t: Il0 e(lUCi-tC)Or. 15 d~ly .L1..;!:g er terml Lal , coat 

... v r: ::;UDst.dnCid_ ["lumbers 8nuCdtlon l.IUSt be COntInUous tnrougn 

cne .r<now le~hJe eXpl.OSl0n ; tne growtn In p 0 t?ulat Lon .:ina :..n -::he 

mOUJ...L-lt. y (/L Lnt po~ul.at.i()n ; t n e r.ee( ] LO orIng a~l our cltlzens 

to a usetu~ r OL e I n society - t [~es e a r e onl y toe mo re o bviou s 

t a ct.or s LltCil.: seem to h ave enhanced toe d e ma nd tor educ a t ion to 

such a n extent chat lt seems imposSlbl e t o expa nd th e regul ar 

cl a ss r oom t ea chi ng c na n ne l to cope- u p with I t. 

i n ()eV e lop lng countri es to r lnst a nc e , owing to t he g reat 

shor l. ag e or IflStlcu t l o n s 0 1 ro r mal schoollng , and due to 

geograpnlcal , and Ocher s oc ia l and pers onal probl e ms , a l a rge 
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number ot adult and non-adult population either do not go to 

schOO l or are compelled to stop theIr education at a very 

earl y age . Accordingly , the demand for the upper primary and 

iilylt school educa.t lOn 15 , to(lay very great. among the 

p opulation , particu larly between the ages of 20 and 35 years 

(MalKC)V d & Vultso rl , 19HH ; Kararl]a, l~j() : 2b2) in some areas, 

partlcularly In towns , evening class es are organized as to 

PLQV lcit.:! secondary eciu c a ti on J but these are very t ew in 

compari son wi tn the magnl tune of the aemand (-I'erie.ra, 

1~/1 : 3JJ ; ~(lstrom , 19J3 ; Kabwasa, 1910; flinck , Rune and Agneta 

w . ~llnck , 1Y8Y ) . 

In oreier to meet tnese conditions and serve the social , 

economic, and educational needs of learners , a new kind at 

eULlI..:dt.~ona.L syst.em 15 IfI8Vi.tdO..LY needeo . The system ot 

,jIscarlee 8ljucation can oe taKe:l as one example of how , wlth 

new me.\",uC>C1S cUld meanses or ecu...-:at:.lon, one should be able to 

pc()vlde opp\,)rtUnlCle.:3 t o r cc :,.::~r.t.:.lng 8U:.lCac:. ,) r\. to iar<;2r 

,:)1-0UPS 01 people, lIvIng unLl~!" ": l ltterent Clrcums:.ances (King , 

19~4 i I:;r<1os , 196"/), I n tne sY5t:.em of distance eauca::ion, tne 

t8dcnlng - .J.L-!Ctl-nlng p rocess IS usua.ll.Y conducted outsicie the 

PUbliC .J..Y pr OV ided convent.lonal educat iona l system dno 

~V)!.. l ~nL_lY con:'il.lt.Ul.E::S lUll-app..i.lcCit.lon of the Innovation ot 

t.ne new me t hod or educatlon: flEW target groups ( persons With 

vary j fig 8Xi!8f J.cnces an(i bact<g!.-ound) metnods oaseo on non ­

contlguous communIcatIon (separatIOn In S?dCe and tlme or 

st.U<lI..,:nt..S l.rom a teacner) i st.udent indepen(1enCe (tree pacIng , 

+ 

I 

I 
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scuuy at any tIme ana place ; treedom ot multiple entry pOInts 

accora1ng to individual students' possIbilIties) (Kabwasa , 

19 /u ; t::<Jstrom , j~/U , Uewal , 1988 ; Dt::D , 1982) . 

One ot cne purposes ot eaucation is to (levelop th e self­

SUll1clent aduLt- the person wn o can carr y on hIS learning 

lndepennentl.y . I:.<lUCdtlon 15 not an end In itself , but a means 

to a J..a.rger end , and t.ne In01Vlc1ual has botn the right and the 

-r-es.ponslbility co <letermine the purposes to whi ch he gives his 

",ue (Houle , 1.9b2 ; Wedemeyer , 19 71) . 

I n many cuI tures , the idea of the 1di os yncra tic na ture of 

nh.)t.::"'v'atlon is wi(lely accepted , that motIvation springs from 

wltnln the lndividual. When knowle<lge seeking behaviour is 

01' Intrlnsic motives -tne satisfaction ot 

requlcem~ncs tor dChleving d Certdin status , improved job 

()f:...tJ0rl.unltl~s , tn~ antlclpated eXCItement ot dIscovery , 

e,".cational icnprovement , etc , there:'s grea~er success (Dewal , 

~:, o ; ~~C' i..h~nlt:::yer , .J. j I ~ i rtOWDOtncim , : :;' ; : j . 

Moreovec , in mon€rn democrat.::.c soc:.et:..es sue!""":. DeJ.iets or 

va ... U0S CiS ~n0 lntegrlty or the In01VIuual and equalIty or 

o pportuni tleS have undoubtedly an important lnt luence on 

e(lUcdtlonal tecrll'lolog y (::;,ngn , 19'16) . Besides having a strong 

cneocetiCdl. basis and an lmpcratlve social urgency , 

:.tlh1t=pernlenL learnIng (ot whlcn l02drnlng by correSpOn (lence 15 

sJcely cne most pupular metho,,) 1S supp orted b y the learning 

.jt.y.d~S a~t.ddlly practlSe(j by StuClen~5 (Weccme yer , lS 76) . On e 

at the basic tenets ot teaChing by correspondence IS to t ea Ch 



the student how to learn independent~y. Of course , the 

correspondence student is given a ll the guidance that he 

need s , out , essentiall y his progress depenrls upon lnitiative 

a nd sa.t-re llanc e (Wed eme yer , 1988; Allen , 1971 ; Keegan, 1988 ; 

Holmberg , 1967 ; 1971; 1981). 

The students who join the correspondence courses are 

generally some what more highly motivated than students ot 

10.=a..1 scbool s ystems. Many of them are economically self­

(]ependent . As suc h , they are aware of why They-a-re join.inq a 

correspon dence courses bet ore they enrol 

t.rl2m .-;e_ves(Chl l.llS , 19/1 ; W2ueme:yer , 19 '/1) What IS weak or 

,-;;1 S';;.I.1'0 J S L(ldt: t tl\::: SLU<1ent. IS genera .ily un clear oOQut the 

,-eal ob:ect lves of hlS learning (Holmberg , 1981 ; Prosser , 

::JI \' ;( .~.(.) . :--.OSL sCt..<llen .... s enro ... ior a cor:::-E-::;ponden ce course 

OtC6U3t:: c{.ey expect to ODtdln s e me di rect: l:-:-,provement:. to ::helr 

L1V2S \. :~(OUg{l It . 'lnlS may be prOmOtIOnal prospects arisIng 

tram ueCt.er <.;;...;.a.!.ltica::ions i lmproved vo.:at:" 0 nal or li :e-s ,<ills 

or Incr~6sed productivIt.y ; c r tne en!'la..nc8ment of leisure 

a c t.I Vitles. it a n y of these are r eason s :or enrollng , it is 

vita. to ~ne continued motivati on ot students that they should 

be ab l e to s e e that they are a cni eving their obJectives (Dodd , 

..I. ::'H3 : l:i J , /: .at IS , students enrol tor a correspondence course 

i t the y thinK it Wi ll help them s ol ve a personal, social , or 

V(lCati(llli-i.l ;:>r(lDlems or md ke the", teel happy (Lowe , 19 75 : 53) . 

i.'nus , an indivl( jual stu(]en t 's neC1Slon to partlcipac..e in 

~llS ':"!IJ i':cd ~darnlng CiC"(..lVltleS 15 Inf ..... uenced by varI OU S rea sons 
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anc! preferences which must be identified inorder to relate the 

programme of study with the diversified personal , socia l and 

other needs of th e students (Houle , 1962; Erdos, 1967; 

Boshier , 1971 ; Axford, 1969 ; 1970; 1980 ; Dewal, 1988) . In 

relation to this, Holmberg(1981:43-44) has noted that, since 

the course development , the planning of student-tutor 

l ntera ction and other !actors must necessarily be based on the 

knowledge ot the clientele to be served , it is important as 

much as possIble to know about the studen t s, t h e ir go-als , 

social and educational background, incentives and motivation, 

why they study at a dIstance and what they expe ct . 

Moreover , ProsseL(1970 : 245) has to say the following 

regarcilng the importance of knowing about the participants and 

~eas o rlS tor tneir partICIpation: 

- - - unless mo re sCIentitIcally verItied detail is 
known about tne reas ons as to why the students take 
par 1: 1 n Ci...1ul t educa t i on act i v i ties , unles s some 
tiecai_ 1S know:1. about. the way adults learn, and 
unl~5s ways 0 : classlrying stllderlts are found, 
practitioners, can never be sure that they are 
making the most eftective provision, objectives can 
never be formulated with any degree of certainty 
and evaluation becomes haphazard . 

The knowledge of such information about the 

corresponuence students is very essential tor planning new 

programmes , or revising and updating the existing programme as 

to make specilic Interests and needs of the studen ts of the 

programme get satIsfied, and for developing and/or inorder to 

ma,e Instructional , counselling anel other services appropriate 
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to theIr needs and cIrcumstallces (Holmberg, 19tH; Ma c kenzie, 

Postgate and Scupham, 19"/S ; Sewart , 1988 ; Bock , 1980; Stein , 

19'11 ; MackenZIe , 1971). 

rl owever, despIte the fact most practitIoners acknowledge 

the i mpo rtance of gathering informati o n concerning t he 

characterIs ti cs , reas ons tor participation , and study problems 

ot corres pondence education students prIor to enrolment , 

during the course, and after course completion, few attempt to 

do so. Pre s ent l y, very little is kn own about correspondence 

education students in Ethiopia. 

I n a "Statistical Data Bulletin on Distance Education 

<'articIpation" Yeshimebet(1982 E.C) attempted to de scribe some 

characteristIcs ot the correspondence programme students of 

the Dlsta nce t;uucati o n Division in Etn':"cpia , :-Jevertheless , she 

1e;. i... n.::;)dc some 01. li'l B m ... "1st lmpor:.ant I ssues about th e 

stuClent:3, 5u.:n as, o.8j8cti ves of the s::uce-ots for undertaking 

j Ul t"ei ~. eCi son s ~or t.:-. t:: . r ot t.he 

correspondence method ot stuc:y , .on"': ?I"OblemS the students 

tl1emSe.lV8S confronted W l tr. learning b y 

corres p ondence and o ther a s pects of the programme . Thus , in 

~thIDpia , resea rch works related to partici pation of students 

in correspondence courses appear to be a lmos t n o n-existent. 

Hence , huge gaps remain in the present state o f knowledge 

on th e sub ject from the perspective of a developi ng coun try -

i::thiopia. 

1.2 Statements of the Problem 



Toe purpose ot this study is, theretore to investigate 

I nt o some c haracteristics , reasons for participat i on , and 

stU(!y problems ot correspondence education students in 

ithlOpid . 

In the llght ot the problem, the tollowing are enli s ted 

as oDj e ct ive s of the stud y: 

1. 'l'o !llellt. il y p erson a l , occupational , 8oucational and 

other characteristics of the correspondence stud e nts 

2. '1'0 ldentlfy the primar y educational goals and/or 

motives o f the corresponde n ce e ducation partic i p a nts 

tor undertak ing turther studies 

3. 'fo iden t ity th e primary reasons that led the 

p a rticipants to adopt the correspondence study method­

Instead at other torms of instruction. 

4. To ldentity tue maJor problems (short-comings) of the 

correspo ;tdence 8nucation programme as experIe n ced b y 

M0r~ specl:lcall y , the baslc questIons to be answere(} in 

toe course ot the study are 

1 . Who a r e the part ic ipants? Wha t are their 

cnardcceristics in terms of sex, a~e , f dmily 

SltUatlOtl , occupat ional , educational , an d fin ancia l 

[)ac~groJ~rl , and geographical location? 

~ . 'f'I nCit are trl8 expresse(j ec1uc:a ti onaJ.. goals (moti ve s) of 

the participants for continuing education? 

1 
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3. Wnat are the expressed reasons of the students for 

their choice o f the correspondence study met hod? 

4. What are the major short-comings of the correspondence 

education programme as exper ienced b y the participants 

during their study process ? 

1 .3 Sign i f icance of the Study 

In developing countries like Ethiopia, with limlted human 

dnc' materla l resources , co rrespondence education shoul d have 

a v e ry important pLace i n t he educatlonal set up. I n Eth iopia , 

m0::,C 1...-.1 ... our young and adult peop .... e engagecj in publIC and 

pr lVdte organlc:aclons lack adequate formal education and 

cralning (Aeeee & Taye , 1~b7). Such people are noc lIkely to 

U~C ttle necessary education and trainlng unless thdY leave 

t:.ciclr .)' .. )0;:; , 0r pla(;e or resJdence lrtOrC1t":r co pu~s,--e thei r 

eciucation u:. c()~ventional seconciary schoois, It was :0 tnis 

con I.eX t c.,a t , ene iJistance r.:duca~lon Divisior. the 

0epartment of A(iu~t ~ducation was e scabli sned i n 1978/7 9. The 

ObjeCC1Ve ot the lnsti cu tion is t o help thos e pe ople wh o have 

tor various r eaSOll S been unable t o continue the i r ec ucation to 

the level they (lesired . One of the ways i n which th e Dl vision 

serves the Ethiopian public is th r ough otfering senio r 

secondary courses by correspo nden ce , the completion of wh ich 

erlables tnem to ~dke tne Ec tliopia n Senior Seconriary Senaol 

LeaVIng C"lClncat" I::xamination (£ . 5 . L . C .£) (DED , l'''l2) . 

'l'hlS D81ng the objective at the pr cJgramme , withtn lS 

1 
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years of Its operation (October , 1978/ '/9 - June , 1Y92/93J , out 

at Lne Lotal ot about bbllU partIcipants enroled at a ll grade 

levels (9-12), only about 850 had successfull y completed the 

pl"0gramme to tr,e E . S . L . C . l:: . At the end ot June 1992/9 3 ( the 

time the population for the present study were selected), 

about 6UU students were actively purSUIng their education 

througn the correspondence method, and the remaining s tudent s 

(about 5200) had either discontinued o r dropped - out of the 

programme completely(Registration & Records Documents of the 

DED) 

~ ' r om t h ese (lata , i t c an be dIscerned that the completion 

rate ot the corr espondence programme studen t s s eem to De low 

when measured against the objectives of the programme, 

I-iowt=:ver , HOl.mberg( 1981 : 23) noced that s i nce distance educatIon 

~l- olj£amme::i ore of t.en U~e(1 by ind l vi (jual srudents wno ~"1j not 

declare elther cheir ultImate goal(Self-a ccuall zatl on ratrer 

per Iod o ver whlch tney intend to spread tneir study, ct IS 

otcen Impossible to say tor certain - unless the studencs are 

conscious of their ultimate goals and have made theIr study 

IntentIons known - whether non-completion means interruption 

or drop-out in ttle sense of fa i lure or ac cords wi th the i r 

intentions and plans , 

Moreover , the annual enrolment trend of the 

correspondence students was also ()bserved t o be steadily 

(Jeer easIng lram year to year 1'ne following table shows the 
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y~arly enrolment pattern of the students tram 19J6/19 co end 

ot -.lu n~ I 19Y2./;'j. 

TA BU:: I 

ANNUAL ~NrlULM t"~l" ~A1TlrlN u ~ 1Hl COHrl~SPONU~NC~ 51"UUEN TS 

I , , I J i. I I I : I ! ; I I I I , 

I"' I" !"'I,37'I"'116'1'''144' 1'''II31I''61450 113°I'081 94i 18 i 6614 
, ! 

Thus, since correspondence students may not be homogeneous in 

t.neJ 1 many clspeccs I "C. :IE t Jc,,51C yardsticK for ene desig:-. of 

",::cJurses , namelY ~t'l~ tayget POpuldt.lon seem co De more 

intdngIble tor the prace j t ioners" Even if they are able to 

2.-')taOlisn a more ur l.~SS cor.81:8 r.t- dCCic:e-:-nic 3::ar.t..:ar_4 o n enc !: y , 

_i l~ ',)~~I' .. cl 'L..lvf, \.:;,<::'1_ oC 7"2::" :..::;r :C.;, I 

Jue l"' elurc , as t.r! .= mdl !l pu r p ose or tnlS 3tuO y wa s to 

Inv8stlgace IntO some charact.eristics , reasons tor 

partlclpatlon , anel s~u~y problems ot the students , who have 

Deen enrolE:d anl] their eauca t 10n through tne 

correspondence progran"Jne , ot iered by the Dis t a nce Education 

:JIVlsion or the D~[)ar~ment of A(jJlt C::ducotlon, ~-'ilnistry ot 

L(iucatlOT. In ~thlOP16 ~ 
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-It was telt that the r esults ot this study would 

help th e practitioners (tutors , counsellors , course planners , 

wrIters , ealto rs anej oth e r concerned personali ties , both in 

the Olstanc e ~ducation Di v is~on and Ministry o f ~ducation) to 

be more eftective in attracting the people who can be nef i t 

mas 1: t rom the programme 1 1n t heir att empt to reach new 

cllentele a nu plan new p rogrammes of study. Because gi ven 

todays emphasis o n programmes for such perso ns , a knowl e dg e of 

some ol the ractors a ssociated wi t h the i r participation would 

be o f va lue . Verner and Newberry (1958) indicated t h a t throug h 

the leientlllcation of those wh o participate , practitioners can 

find SIgnIficant clues to the kind o f people not now i nvo~ved, 

but who mlght become more act i ve it conditions were such as to 

encourage their participation. 

- "t was a~so re l t tnat the tind i ngs of this study 

wo ,-,_d be o t signiti c ant va l ue tor improving the k i nd of 

eUu. CdLIO(JdJ.. provIsIon a ..... reat ly available , by he'-;"ping to aajus'C 

course orter l ngs to the needs , i nterests and problems of the 

corret;pOlL I. 1enc.:e programme students ; 

Moreov e r , the t Hlciings 01 this study wo u ld add 

signiticantiy to tne bOlj y of knowledge abou t those who study 

Dy cor resp,>nclence l" Om a (Je vel opi ng count.r y p e rspecti ve 

ccniopia . 

1 . 4 De limita t ion o f the study 
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Tnere are many ttu ngs that should De known aoout the 

correspondence programme students. In thi s study , however , 

were described some characteristi cs , reasons t or participation 

and stuuy problems of a group of students in Ethiopia , namely , 

the students who have been enrolled and actively pursuing 

t heir senior secondary courses through taB correspondence 

programme , oL tered by the Distance l::duc a tion Division (D .E. D) 

of the Department of Adult E(jucation (D. A.C», Un,t'cL June 

, 992/93 academic year . 

1.5 Organization of the study 

T hl S study was oryanized and presented ur,ner five 

cnapLers . The tirst chapter presents the introduction ot the 

stuoy. i nc luded in thiS chapter are tne general oacKground o f 

tLld ~.LOblE::m under I tl v es't.igatlo n , o D j e ct. ::. ves o t t:1e stud y, 

[)aSiC questions , signIricance a nd dellmlta~~on of ~ne stuejy. 

LDe sec"un(] cnapt er deals WltrJ review ot t~e ~e~ated _i terature 

to tne proillem under treatment. The third c hapter ~reats the 

' le~ign ot the stU(:Y . More specifically , it elaborates the 

sources of data and the methodo log y employed fo r dat a 

COllection and analysis . Cha pter tour presents the results and 

di Scussion of the (jata collected tr a m the samp l e population . 

1] 1. en ch apter give s the sammary , concl.usions and 

recom:ne nc.at.:..o ns ot the study follo we d by ~~c 'tions dealing with 

u.lolJ.l)grdt:Jny d l"Jd appE::ndlces . 



CHAPTER-TWO 

2. HEVlEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

2 .1. lhe Concept of Correspondence Education 

2 . 1 .1. Definitions and General Character isti cs 

Corre s p o ndence i mpl ie s that two o r mo re parties are in 

con tac~ W I crr- "orre- -a-n-(')th e r in wr l t.ing. Con.seq ue nt l y, 

co rr espondenc e te a cni ng i s t a ke n to mea n t e a chi ng in writing, 

I n trle c,)urse ot WhICh the s t udent and the teac h e r ar e in 

regular concact w~~n each oche r, tlormally by writing to edeh 

; ~a.c;nln0 by c orrespondence is a natural means of 

1.n .3('J::UC"C 10fi. it t:l~ Insr..rt..:.ctoc dLd :.r.e 5~u.ch:r."Cs 6r-e at. a 

(~ac:-, "':.LLt""r lnu.LmDerg , : :;(;, : 3) . A Cc'J : dir'9 to 

i·,o.i~K:ellt. i~ dt.U "":o r lst:en::;en ( 1 .~ i : ) I Tn6!,Y years 

. , {,.:" :i /",'::'01 . . ,::" ~- ;:; .... , ~. :.. y i,:l...1. _ , 

means or ex c rlang lng lessons , tecnn oiog l cal ad va nc e s ar e De l ng 

int.rod uced. ',he In vention ot p ri nting and , in this century, 

broadcasting , h a v e e na bl e d u s t o d ev e l o p ne w me t h od s o f 

communlc~tlr.g wIth p eople who a re no t tace - Lo-f a ce with us . 

'l'tles e t e chnIques na v e also made i t poss>'Dle to communica t e 

Wl tn very ~drge number ol people tc,r oCl g:", a slngle ac;; ot 

writing or broadcasting ve r y man y ma ce p eo p le tha n a 

t . 8~e.her , or a ~a(:Lu r er , couiej t8ach In a ~esson or a lecture 
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(Do w.), 1983:1; Wedemeyer, 19 "/1; Edstrom, 197 0) 

T'"IUS, t he uetlnltlOn of correspo~aence education as 

teaching by mail nas also , at the same t::..;n8 conveyed the idea 

or ~_n8 , :lre c~ t ULOl -~u~~l relatlorlsnip _~ con crast with mass 

ceactllng in the conventional class or lecture room . Thi s at 

1.)nCe connot:es , dU]Ustmerlt to In<ilviuual and VQCdtlOna.L needs , 

rlexibillCY toe acrangement not only co l !"~lVidual gifts anO 

att.alnments, but also , to environmental. l Imitations at the 

student (Lighcy, 19/1 : 18)" 

Correspondence edu c a t ion is , theref or e , a teaching method 

cnc t invol ves d two-way c ummunication ::oetWeen a teacher and 

studen t , and ci~scrloes teachIng at a c:stance from l earning 

(Mwakawago, 197 0 : 315 ; Holmberg, 1967; EU3trom, 1970). Attempts 

naV8 be en m':-hl8 SInce tr.e 192 U' s to use ~:-i nt. and broacicasting 

;'£1 dn orYdnlLed. way, cc ::edcn pecple ,::1t. :::I ; : :..st ance. t<ecent ... y I 

DrudUCaSC~ny LOC e;.]uc6::.ional p u r-pos es 

be en a recognition tha t 

(;cc dsiondJ. meeCltL':jS oec ..... ~~n st.l.i.ceni:S a:-.. : t..J.COt. 5 he~p t.o ma ke 

It. eCiSler to lt a r n tr om prInt-eo or ur o a dc ast materials 

(Ki nyanjui , 13~4J , Wedeme yer (1973) noced cnat correspon,jence 

ediJ.coti0f1 is one Kin\,.:; 0 1. In<iep~nder,t .::t L.;.dy or independent 

learning in whi c h the communication _oo p is primaci l y in 

·...-Jrit t en t orm, bu t need n o t be Co r l i..lned : .:J wr Iting (Wedemeyer , 

197 J : "/3 ) . 

'l'rlU ~;, several (ljt~ererlt express ior.s a~e used to describe 
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t.~d.C[,lny at. it dlstance tram learning . Luring the last few 

decades , the expression "distance education" has come to be 

uselj LO Inclu(le any system of teachIng and learning in which 

tne SCL.i.<lents are a~ a dIstance tram their teachers for most 

ot the tIme they are studying (Stein , 1971 ; Holmberg , 1 98 1; 

Moore, l~"jl) . Ho wever, dlstance educatI o n can and usuai.ly 

shOL.:...L(J Inclu(je some lac..:e-to-tace study. In tact , in oistance 

teactllng , some torm of feedback and r-einforcement , preferably 

Lnr()ugfl contact between s tuden ts and teachers or between 

stude"ts and tellow students , is an essential element (Dodd, 

.l_.,b~) ; .i\.l.l~n , j;)l ; Chi.HIs, 1:1'/1; Edstrom, :9"/0) This seems to 

l:Hlicace tnat the tJ.lstance student shou ld De i n a positi o n to 

t )e gJI 'i ctll.:.j t",niSfl hIs/her course whenever he wants to. There is 

an Iceo logical issue stateu Dy Daniel and Marquis (1979 : ';4) as 

~ 0 .... J.-,)W.:; ; 

: [ a ':;YStl?:T1 r.dS, a 3 its c:-.ie t priority, 
12spec~ for t.ne rreel.lOm dl'Ld 2 t-::":; :i. O;T, y 0': <:(.e 
.. r!~:.V ... l ;ud.J. :;;t.L..dcnt. , :;.t wI ........ a~.:. c·vJ :--.: i71 co begiE a 
course Whetleve~ ne c hooses and to f~~ish it at his 
convenIence , 

U ·i Sl.ance educa:.ion opens possibilities tor study aciapted 

:: 0 In(jivldual needs , wishes and condItIons and can , through a 

rTlass com.-nunlcCl.tion approaCh , o fier these possibilities to 

I t S8t-rL:S log: c dl to us e these 

lBC l .LlLles wl~h OUt ImpOSIng restraints n~tural to classroom 

... edtn.icg , unnect::ssar y Dy tc,.e versatlilty anc1 

olh-\p~C1()j.llly 01 a well (lb'::;lgned system 01. (listance education 

T 
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.dOI l?reparll'tC] a. mass communlcation programme , it 1S 

practlcal to app l y metnods of i ndustrial work . ~hese methods 

Include .., l anning , rdtionalizing procedures , division of 

labou. r, mechanizati on , automation , and controlling and 

checking . ~eters (1911:224-226) has made a systematic study of 

these methods and has compared them with industrial work . He 

then de scr Ibes dIstan ce study as industrial type of teaching 

and learning made possible by technical media. 

The technological approaches implied do not prevent 

persona l communication of a con versational character from 

oe1ng tne backbone of distance study. TnlS applies even when 

comp uterized communica tl on OCCLirs , Accordingly , Holmberg 

(19bl) regar<1ecJ organIzed dIstance stUdy as a mediated torm of 

(j Li.l08 l1 l.len:car:1C conversation (Hoi;noet-g , 1981 : 30 - 32.) 

D1' lLs very nacu:-e , leacI11flg is j.,llosyncra~lc , wnal 15 

dctUd~~y :earned and ~ne rate ot w~i ch at is learned , varies 

iIOn. lIll.llVlClL.<C..L tv Inu::"vlc1ual , <leper.oins UP0ri genetic make-u p, 

pasc experllonce a nd ocher tac to rs (Young , '- ·37 1) . 

Most ot the research wo rks i~ th e t heor ies of l earning 

has tocused its attention o n the teaChing-learning situations 

1n regula r classrooms . As such , there is no unified theory of 

independent learning (of which learning by correspondence is 

surely the most popUlar method) (Singh , 1976).In an article on 

"The use of correspondence ed uc atl o n fo r post-secondary 

eUucatlon , Cnar les A. Wedemeyer (1973 : 7~ -6 ) quotes the views 

ot scholars llke John Dewey, James Me Dona ld , Pauline Sears , 
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Dor-och y Lee , Si<1Oe y ";ourd , and Gerald Gl eason , and «obert 

~dgne representing d lIIerent t.elds such as the philos o phy of 

education , behavioral psychology , psycho-analytic theor y, 

suc l o -ant.llr o pO .l oglcaJ. t.heor y, dnci educatIonal technOlogy , t.O 

provide theoret.cal oases for independ ent learning . The se 

appr o aChes , wrtlch maInl y reflect some modern streams at 

thought , argued Holmoerg (1981 : 33) , do not constitute 

contrioutions to a theory ot teaching , however. What is 

necessary and adequate for our purposes is , to note that all 

these theorles point to the centralit y ot the indlvidual 

learner in any meaningful system of education. 

The ]m~or t ance of viewlng distance education as a torm of 

independent study , is that doing so provides an important link 

to general ~earnlng tneory and accepted practice in mainstream 

ec:uCato10n (Wea"meyer , 1,,73 ; 1976 ; 1988 ) . Though the s~ucent in 

ct U l :'; Ldnce 'Ce~,cr.:J.n(j s Y .3 t em IT:dY ;:;enetlt [rom the planning, 

.t::JI'} , nc::/s n e ma y d._ S() have a large degree or at...:.tonomy 

l.J..'eatner & t-'lc~-1echdn , ~,,8 (j ; Moore , 19/7) r!olmDerg (~'98 1:26 ) 

st.at.as : 

I n a dlstanCe study a student can as a rule 
1n some measure decide to what extent he/she .s 

to maKe use oL ehe teaching provided . This begins 
01' tne rea(jing of printed macerial and tne 
lIstening into recording radio programmes and even 
applies to wd~ching video recordlngs to liv e TV 
programmes . All ch is is a selective procedure : 
everyone seleccs wnich seems relevant to his/her 
pl CtUl es of tne learning rna t ter and its problems 
and what can be connected with the cognitive 
structures already developed . To what extent a 
student really pays attention to tutorial comments 
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or maKes use ot tacll1 ties for ta c e-to-face or 
telephone contacts wnen such dre o rfered also 
o8pends on a p8rsonal choic8 ' 

The students stud y in the home or 1n a study cen tre , and 

i.. r.B r ~3 () Ltr ces ne c es sar y have to be macl2 a va i lable there 

(I::rdos , 1967 ; Edstrom , 1970 ; Schwalbe , 19"16) 

here are ::iome examples ot d is tan c e-teachlr,g institutions , 

IS concerne~ wlt n d ejltterent k i nd dnd le ve l at 

e(jucdt.lon . They also use <lltlerent methocis and combination of 

metho ns of teaching . The list of examp les presented in the 

Lol.l oWll1<j chart snows , what a variety ot pro grammes distance 

en UCa t i u n covers . They include courses at secondar y dnd 

un iV e rs I ty leve l . There are programmes of v o catIonal training , 

Dasle education, health and agricultural eriucatlon . They also 

use dlllerent metho~s ot teaching : prInt , raolo , television, 

t:c p8 rec o rdlngs , stUl ;Y c entre s , h ome eXpf-.clrr' e n t k it S , study 

j 1.'OL. i:)_" posc al se rvice s a n d s o o n. Some -..ls e o ne or more ot 

.. J" CO;:-I ':.:nn a L lon s . \l) oud , 1983:3-4 i Klnyanjui, 1974 ; Pires , E . 
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2 . 1.2. The Rationale of Correspondence Education 

We h~ve seen that dlstan ce education makes use of print 

anu broadcdsting , OUt should a.!.so l!'1 clL:.ne some race-to-face 

stuuy . The reasons Whl Ch lead tne government authorities to 

estabLisn discance teachingsyscems is juoged (jitferencl y in 

ultrerent parts 01 che worl,j. 

It usuaLly comes into being in order to provide for rapid 

expa n sion of educational opportunities . That is , sometimes a 

government wants to expand a particular form of education 

quickly [or a group o f peop:e, lik e teachers , who cannot be 

caken 011 from their Jobs to ce cralned ; sometimes demand for 

a particular level of educati o n tar outstrlps the places 

bV~l~able In approprlate inStlt~ tiOnS , sometimes a government 

'"""ants to hacness t.he medIa c : ;:':"3ta.nce r.eacn:.ng ::0 a who ... e 

1 ar.o.je (I .. ..:;( lL.iCatlorld-,- objec ' ~ve.s, torrr,a...:. and non-formal , to 

Cid:5S r Ovm tOL'mdt , COI"reSpO rl t:e:1 cc sC,J,\::'i ii.dY De emp~o y ed U 1 

\.":'lller~nt SbtLings tor ci lt12r8n-;::. reasons . 

~'or installce , Itl Great ~rltdin trle ()pen universit y wa s 

ltlCreas~ oppOrt~tl:tles t or adults to obtain 

utllversic y education (Sc uphar." " 9/S ; Harris , 19 ·/1). By the 

~lme t.he o~en unlversity ..... as :ounned , many hundreds ot 

agenCi es had airea"y helped ~iceral i y mi~iions ot students , to 

overcome the barr lers of s:;:.ace , time , social and economic 
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status In thelr purSUIt o f learnIng (Teather and Mcmechan, 

198U) , In Zambla , Tanzania , Mauritius , Kenya, Ghana , Ethiopia, 

anu tlmbabwe , also the respective governments have established 

t.ne dlstance-teach ing ulsti tutions 1 nor(~er to provide 

secondary education tacilities tor persons, who have been 

inCdpaO.l.e fur varIOUS reasons to pULsue tneir enu c ation in 

CGIIVenl..J.ond.l secondary scnools (Kabwasd , 19)0 ; i={une , Flink aoo 

Agenta W, <'lInck , 1989 ; DI::D , 1982 ; KinyanJui , 1974 ; Dodd , 

1~b3 ; Ans~re , 19JH) 

J. n New 6ealand , tne initIal impetus t or the provision at 

i?uol:c sector corresponnence educatIon was egalitarian , 

LOUb.J..1.e~ J w.lch 'tne geogra~;{llCa..L In:balance :in tne provlsion ot 

conventional , tace-to-tace teaching lnstitutions , 'j'h e three 

InsLltutlons which together comprise New Zealanu's public 

sector ~lstance teachloy lnstitutlon has c~en escaolished to 

Dr 1n9 w •. ",::: WnS o l ready Delns done in the c ': ::1t?araD.':e tace-to-

[ace i:eac .... lny InSCl;:''-I.tlOns tne schc .:: _s , co':" leges anu 

l.nIVer3~tles , Lo potE::ntlal students our.. of reach ot the 

eXlstuI-J provision lMc Veagh , 1916 cll:.ed in T ear..r~er and Mc 

M8chdrl , 1~b~} : ~/-9) , 

.it was , ttterelore , naLural l hat toe initial response of 

the t~ecjglng correspondence lnstitutions to ~helr tasK was , i ll 

trle mrlln , LO OUp.ilCb. Ce tn8 teaching already provided in the 

convenr..londl tac8-to - tdce :..nstitutions , riO::' to Initldte rlew 

verl'Cures, 'fne me<1ium wet.:; Cl1tlerent , tne message was the same 

(Sayegh , 1ge~) I n ail cases , (jistance teacning has been seen 
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dS one posslble way of expanding educational opportunities, 

lor cr,os e peop1 e wno cou 1d no t be reached by co n ven tiona 1 

methods (Schwalbe, 1976) , 

~he other lactOr whIch has contributed to the creation of 

distance teaching systems has been the economic, the move 

towards aD ideai cost conscious provision of education , 

towards an ideal of the most 'effective' education fo r la rge 

number ot people at the lowest possible cost (Dodd , 1983), 

This has come to mean, not merely, a more careful costing of 

educatlon , out also, the turther education and part-time 

reenuca tlon or re t. raining of adu~ts in employment (Harris & 

Wl.l_Lla.m~;, 1~"11 J. Mbny of the dIstance teaChIng inStItutions 

nave oeen set up to upgraeje teachers , to lncrease the number 

o f t.t"!dc tler S dnu to provide supportive teaching materials . This 

wa s ll O (18 w_ch c ne Del~ef that i~p~ovements in ~he qualit y of 

e(1~4cdtl,")r. oi:e 0 : ~E::::-I t:c;,'.J.ate(1 wit.h an increa s e in the number of 

qi..:.d.L 1 [i eo ceacn8rs , an lrflprovemen i: in tr.e t.eacher-pL.t)ll ra t io, 

dnd the aval~dbllity or go od study materials (Kinyanjui , 1974 ; 

19/5 ; Wals h , 1971), The Pakistan Allama I qbal Open Un iversity 

tor lnstance, runs a primar y teacher orientation course using 

distance teachlng , and in Tanzania there is an initial teacher 

trallHng s c heme uSIng dIstance teaching methods, to provide 

enough teachers tor the introduction of universal primary 

edUCdLIOIi (lJodel , 19CJ3 ; Kabwasa , 1970 ; Kabwasa & Kaunda , 1973) , 

The otner reason that has he l ped to bring about the 

credt.lon 01 CllSLance teaChing systems has been , to make 



edllCCiLlon more l· e.LeVdnt to people's .llves. The tradl tional 

system ot educdtlon have been aImed at schoois and colleges, 

wnlcn cut tbelr SLudents otf trom trte worl<i they are supposed 

to be learning to LIve i n, and at their curricula , which have 

proved to be Increasingl y irrelevant to that rapidly changing 

woriu. Attempts to c hange the structure and contents of 

eaucatlon need technIques which maximlse th e students' ability 

and opportunities to relate what they are learning to the 

~ives they are living, They must enable students to exercise 

more control over what and how they learn , and to join with 

re~l ow students a~d tutors in decisions about using what they 

have iearned (Prosser, 1970 ; Holmberg, 1981; Keegan, 1988; 

~eWart , 1988; Wedemeyer, 1971; Gardner, 1971) . Distance 

teachlng has been used In some institutlons to try to bring 

a t=>pre- n t lCeS:11. p 

ElLU, 

r 'o r eXample , 1 !\iC C; 1 n Venezue l a !:"uns 

pr o gra :nme 

tIL e 

-n e c hani c s 

0 1 

by 

Alr 

U1 t r o c:uce(J Metdlwork dno agricu i tura l science courses Into 

.:;e c o.., ;·l o.. :ary SCIl(>O.L.:.o by m;Jlt::.-media !;JroCJrammes ( r<.lnyan]ui , 1974 ; 

Ooda , 1983). 

In nonforma. education tor adults , a major obstacle to 

cra,lltlonal tace-co - tace methods is geographical isolation . 

';otentlal students are scattered in villages many miles from 

the towns where most eoucational InstitutionS a nd ext e nsion 

oiflcers are sItuate" . U;,;tance teachlng can reach into the 

nomes or the communities of th e learners , in th e form of radio 
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programmes, selt-stuclY ~fll.f>4J.JEt5 o r correspondence courses. 

~ndse can reach termers t o teach about agriculture , parents to 

teacn about cnild health , or cooperative commit te e members t o 

he .. ~ t. (l~m ~o 18arn about t heir dutIeS (~dstrom , lY7U ; Shawk y , 

1969 ; Harri s & Williams , 19 77) . For example , the lnstitu t 

nil i""':on ,,'Gilr La lJevelopment C:conGmique e'C Sociale I n I v or y 

C0dSC leoee D' VOIce) runs a cor~clSpOn(jence course () n better 

larrr.1Q,9 I 61.( j t.b e 'lanzanlan co-operatlve co llege runs various 

correspo ndenc e and radio courses on co-operati ve education 

l '.1d3; Kabwaso , 1 ~ 10) . Here , the intention is the 

enco ilcage~.e nt o f c onstrJctLve learll i ng and cha nging attitu(ies 

a;-'h.n,y e ~~t ene gr-eat maJorl ty of people who are not able o r n o t 

prepare,j to become registered students in any f ormal sense , 

;:; ut. wno c~n ye t til""! persuaC1ed t o a<-1Just. to learn , w ithou t any 

.•• "J ' J 

, ~i S:' 6.'h:oC: :'clacnlng in s ::ltuti o ns b y e<lu.cdt.i o nal planners , IS 

;.. (. a .~. 1 " t ... n.C126ses Opp0rLL<.1l1t.:i..eS ,- o r &(luca~i o n w i thou t 

incceas l ng costs i n p r oportion ( Holmberg , 1981) . Thi s c l aim is 

oa;:.;eu (In t.rl(~ 1.0.1 .L\.JW] rig assumtJcions : 

1 ) ulstdnce :.edCrllng :TId:(es it possIbLe [ 0 1.- a te-W teachers cv 

il:'>bL.;l l arlj c nurnDe r or s\,.u.l.. l e n cs i (2) it cioes n ot requir e new 

:.:5c ~la ols C·) t)e buii.t I:dr expanSlon t o take 1?1.dCe , i t can rely 

OJ. i..;1~ s pd le - t Im-=: use 01 eXl~tlng bi.ll..l..cings ano equipmentsi 

( 3 ) maKes i.t t;;0SSlDJ.e [or to learn wh ile t hey 

t 
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cont1nue to earn; they 00 not need to be removed t r om their 

productIve! activity while they learn ; (4) distance teaching 

can achieve economies of scaie ; once the teachi ng materials 

r,av" 0e <' n produced and the system established , add; tional 

students ca n be enroled wi th only marginal cost ; the more 

students there are , the lowe r the cost per student (Dodd , 

1983 : 8 ; hOlmberg , 1981 ; C:dstrom , 1970 ; Kabwasa , 19 70 ; Dewal, 

19<W ; Keegan, 1988) 

b""J.u"s , ~ayegh , 19t19 ; Erdos , 1967 ; Wedemeyer , 19 "/1 ; 

All en , 1911 ; Ste in , 1 971 ; Sewart , 1988 ; Keegan , 1988; Okach , 

iew key o (lVantages ot th e 

corI'~sponnen ce/~Jlsr::a ri.Ce elH.lCatlon as: 

1 . l t 1S very convenient tor tne student, (a) the student 

con at:t.-:-nn to hIs/her correspondence COL...cse dt an y t ime 

:3 pe t::U vJlcn out tne c CClsequence of group pre::;sLtre 

t.:f'C11 ac> .. :~::- ~::;t.--C5 ot a c .... a ss :r00m Sl:"U.aLlon . 

L . correSpOr1~JenCe edUCdci o n is sUltable tor cer. tain 

LoLeg(,r le S of vocational training I except in sub jects 

~iK e medicine and surgery . When used in conJunctio n with 

"on the J Oo " practlcal experience and short res idential 

sessions tor l abo ratory work , it can be used and be1ng 

inCl"l':!aslllg.LY u s eu tor teaching technical subjects . 

3 . c:1 va r 18ty of educational pr0g ra rrr:1~s can be cover~d by 

t nls system 01. euucd t.lo n, 'n, e y inC iude co~rses aL 

pr i:Tia ry , seconuary and unive rs it y level. Tt .... ere o.re a.J..s o 
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tJl" O y r a;llm(~ S 0 1 ba S I C 8du c a t l l.l n , h ecLltn a nd agr lCi..l.lcu ra l 

eClLi c d ci on. 

4. J t 15 very tlex1ble interms o t bo t h e ne methods and the 

t e ctlnlques US 8ej and I n meetIng t t'.e <11ve-ese n een s o t 

various students. It is a very important ind ividualiz ed 

method of learning . 

~ . many studerlts can be reachea from one centre ; i . e ; large 

groups of students can be taught with one and the same 

course , allowing a kind of mass communication and 

'i ndustri a l method ' 

b . 1 1: 1S » u 1 taD l e t o r odo [) 1Oa tion t o a v ct ri e ty o f <~ it ficu l t 

ge ograph1cal C1rcumstances ; I t c an r e ach stude nts I n ene 

mo st. dls t an t and is o lated part s of the country. 

.. :n us , In distance t e a ch l n g , d mat t er o r pri mary 

...... m~)\.)! t...ol!C:~ IS O~·SdnlZ) ng t ne 01 j lerf-'r.t. :-~; : ia I!'! a SYSt. E :':2:'::'C 

t2r t ecclve means o f learning (Holmberg , 15 3 1), 1' n15 lnClcate s 

L /lCi 'L , :i n t.fl l S system oi t 8d c i'l i n g , the SCU l !enC , hIS wishes and 

ell Vlronment are of very great lmportance enan in old tashioned 

classroom te a cil1ng , where the class as a unit tend ed to become 

more important than the inG i v idua 1 , and where the teac~er 

spoke to h ls cl a ss as a whole t ha n to a particular stude nt 

(Wedemeyer , 1971; 1988 ; Allen , 19 7 1 ; RowDotham , 1 971 ; Baath , 

19 '/4 ; Moore , 19 /'/ ). 

2.1. 3 Who Are Th e Correspondent Students? 
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What has been discussed so tar should have shed some 

llght on the types of students that distance education is 

part]cu.Larly sUIted tor . There is n o eVIdence , however , to 

inolcaLe chat correspondence students should De regarded as a 

homogeneous group (~ewart , 198B). The common tactor is that, 

WI en few exceptions , these stunencs are adults and 

consequently as a rule are gainfu ll y employed and/or are house 

wives (Holmberg , 1981 : 21) . 

HIstorical evidence makes it fairl y safe to assume that 

in many countries , distance education ( in the form of 'pure' 

correspondence study) was created to give a chance to study 

for those who could not go t o an ordinary school or university 

for social , geographical or med ical reasons 

(Sayegh , 1989; ErdOS, 196 7 ; Ologunde , 19b9). Harper (1971) 

also [ lO i..8(l cha t. , only tnose persons are er!c 0 uraged to study by 

cOLcespondenC2, or, indeed I admi teed to such study I who 

becaUSb ai age , poverty , occupation , 31tUb~lon or SOffie other 

good reasons I can not aVd 1 i. t:hemselves of oral. instructl o n. He 

lu] ther In(llCdt.ed that it IS surely an ctClVantage ot the 

corresponClence system toat it ca n aid ttllS la r ge group of 

p8 o p .i e , wt10 otnerwise waU .lU have no help and make no progress . 

In tIle ldte 1970's and the early 1980's however , there 

appeared a growing number ot students who choose to study at 

a dlstance even when a similar progrdmme is availab l e at 

conventional , face-to-t ace educational institutions convenient 

to them (Keegan , 1988) . Th e s e group of students may include , 
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accor<.ing to Sewart (1988) , bright school boys and girls who , 

for reasons at diSposition and temper genuinel y prefer 

study ing on their o wn b y mean s of th e co r respondenc e method 

tnan any oener torm 01 eclucation (as part at school curriculum 

or as a me an s of impro v ing t hei r st a nda rd). Mo reover, at a 

tim& wnen m~ny young people could not get the education and 

traU1ing appropriate to their abil i ty , correspondenc e 

education provlded a chance tor them to educate thems e lv es as 

ddults . Conditlons of this ki nd do no t entirel y b e lo ng to t he 

1n t h e In(1ustrial or de veloping count r ie s 

(Ho..l..moerg , ,981 : 39) . Th lS shows , tha t dlstance stud y 

laCl~ lCl e~ are bttract I ve not only for peop~e (men and women) 

wno for many reasons are unable to avail themselves ot 

conventIonal , ta ce -to-iace teaching insti t utl o ns , but a lso tor 

peop~e , wno fo~ various reasons are u~wl ~ilng C)r (jo not want 

to b..l;:,cnt. claSSE;S regu...I-arly. 

/(IU~ , d~st.a:lce E:l.l\..ication in tr.e torm OL corresp0ndenc e 

stucy has neld out to many an opportunity of getting turther 

E:! cJuca:.ion in a way suited to condltions i mposed b y modern 

soclety (Eds t rom , 1 9 70 ; We uemeyer, 1 97 1 ) . It also pro v ided a n 

lnvdludble outlet tor the educ a t i onal ambitions of t hos e wh o 

have been ~ett outside the system of hlgher eoucation or hav e 

h ad uns n tlsl a ctory c0m;.>u lsory education (Lowbeer , 197(1) . 

In gen eraL , Keegdn , 1:; 8 8 : 123 ; ~ekkeud..i.. , 19 )8 ; Se wart , 

l:ltHj i i'-iac,{8nL:18 , lJ()s t ugate and Scuphom , 19 'j ~ i Erdos , 1967 j 

hol;nbecg , 1967; 1981 ; Kempter , 19 5 5 ; Axford , 1 '369 ; 197 0 ; ,98 0 ; 



c'ldve given the corr'i?':-t::'t1ens!.vt::' .... ISt a t t : le :.:. ype or st.L..l1ents 1. 01 

sdtisrying tt18ir varIOU3 :1e eus , as na3 be8n report8d Dy 

~111.; elell t. ~1.Lstonce t8dchlng I n s t.lt.: l.1 tJOns. 'i' nese, a c cordlng t.o 

the authoricies mentioned above include : those children and 

d<lU lLS wn\..1 lIV E::: in Isolatecl areas- geogra~hlcally too tar trom 

the conventional ec.ucational Institutions and are prevented by 

.clD;ta nC:l" from enrolmer!£; tnose in full-time employment , shift-

workerS); those countrIes who have 

ln~;Ui.tlC]ent. e~lucatIona.1 es::a(;.1.:s~,ments to accommoda.te all wh o 

and/or 5 t:::C(;nudry scnoo.l.S ;)u: n co.: t. c;·') o~. d to contint.:. e a t. 

'" , Cl •• \0 . 1n ann u p on 

[ dens WC'LO C611 not _ed ve the::..r aCii_y v. o rr.: to dt.'Cend sChool; 

trIose 11'1 ITllcilI l0 W{10 neeo to ?repCire lor another occupation; 

the working ol.der person desirong to retire to a second 

car8er . Corre SpOr;(lenCe 8 ( i·...;. ca t 1 O!OI lS [or '" hundreci other 

specIal cases wnich conventional dejucational Institutions are 
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2 . 2. Summary o f Prev ious Res e arch find i ng s 

2 . 2 .1 Participation in Correspondence Educat i on 

i:.tllJ.Cdt.:ors , pdrt:.lcularly dIstance el:_Cat 8 rS use the term 

P<:'-JL 1..1Cl patloll in rL~t erence to inVOlvement e v e n ts , 

dctlvities or programmes whose prImary pl..r;:.~:s e :..s edL.cationdl , 

ann tne (llsta.nt students are describecl as participants 

(Ka-nocz-, -1.':l/~2) . The @edominantly voiu:~ary natur e of 

partlclpa.tl()n IS on €. 01 the teatures 01 a::..scance education 

WhiCh ditferentiate it trom other forms of ed~cation {Prosser , 

:~_:~ is likel y so , 

Decause the participant has a variety of ii:e roles (social 

dU:'.les , re~ponsibllities as a. wo rking me:-;)e:::.-- o f a community, 

~tc) that have [Jolentlal for contribut:.:.; -:: c: or detracting 

LearnIng aCtlV:::"~~ ~ Axr crCl , 19"10 ; 

ne/SOe wI ll paCtlC l pate , and I.E othery._se :-.e/she will not 

lAxLurd , ljblJ) ThuS , .?in IndlVldua ... S"i:.. _ :c:·.: I S (lE::::cision to 

participate o r not , Will depend upon whe~oe, toe sponsori ng 

dg8nc.:y lS a.b.1~ Lo prOV1(le h Im/her wIth opt:- (.rt....:.:-. it18s whic h the 

SCLitlenC s ees as making a contribution t o W6.::- C:' .::~t.isrYlng one or 

m(>re ot i'IIs/her perso n al nee( Js , 

whj ell be related in(li vioual ' s 

partici p ation ca n be thought of as two ~ype3: PosItional or 

Ddc.:t<(jroUn\.l lSOCIOlog lCdl.) tactors WhlCh r-ele-::- to the position 



33 

a person occup ies In the social structure ; and the 

psychological fact o rs which may influence t he manne r in which 

the roles associated wi th the former positions are performed 

(Knox , and Sjorgen , 196 2) Th e former c ategor y o ft e n used to r 

describing participation include s uch famil ia r variables as 

sex , ag e , fami ly status , educational, occupa tional a nd 

tinancial backgrounCl , and p lace of residen ce . These are the 

positional variables with which this study was concerned. The 

psychological factor s include variables such as abi l ities , 

neens , interests , mo tives, attitudes and anxiety l evel . 

:..:itUU.L8S <1ea ..... lng wlth thesl2 tactors otten answer the questions 

as co the "wh o" dnd the "wh y " of participatI on. 

2.2.2 . Participation and Positional Variables 

The 

togetoher 

i<1 entl l}Cat lon and ciescrlptior. of 

wi th the ana~ ysis Gf tacto:-s 

partI cipan ts 

infl1J.&ncing 

~aLt]CIPdLlon has been a major concern at l esearch in aisc ance 

educat ion f o r many years. Th e majority o ~ part icipat ion 

stu(!ies undertaken In the field of dis tanc e educati o n were 

mainly con cerned wi th enrollment patte rns and descripti o n of 

the characteristics of the participants, Among the very t ew 

researcn works available dealing with the charac teristics of 

the pa rt.IcIpants are Included that ot ; Anse re , 1978; Rekkedal , 

1 9'f 2 ; 19 '18 ; J:: s cot e t , 1 988 ; Kin y a n j u i , 19'75 ; ( Mc In t 0 s h , 19'1 b ; 

G] ct ~t. ~~ r and we( j(le l , 19'/1 ; F1.inck, 1979 , Clt-eo in Holmberg , 

1981) ; Mackenzie, C'ostgate and Scuprlam , 19 75 ; Sewart, 1988 ; 
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Kabwasa, 19 '/U; Wedemeyer dnd James , 19 ,,~ ) , These studies 

cle~rl y ,lemonstrated tnat d,stance educati on is an extensive 

and pervasive activity involving most members of a societ y, at 

.3e\leraJ.. po i nt~ during their lIves . And at the same time, some 

individuals and groups were found to be more active 

partIcIpants than others. 

These studies have identitied several variables as having 

strong relationships with participation, by presenting the 

per cent participating within each category of the variables 

invest igated. 

t;~sed on Lh ese sluoIes , the tollowing variab l es appear to 

be tn e most consistent~y reported tindings , Accordingly , 

a cross educatIonal ..L eve.l.s , persons with a re l atively high 

Level o t edu c dti o n participdt:e mo re than persons who had low 

_:. ~V8.l or ec1i.lCctL~On l: ... .. '"t..:;.'<er.L:l~ , }JostgCite,ano SCL.:;>h am, 19'15; 

~::5l:0i,et , 1:'88; Ansere , 19/8 ; heKkenal , 19"12 , 19/8 ; Kinyanjui, 

0e Wa l C , 1:1 /,,) ; is a 

curvilinear relatIonshIp between participati o n and age ; i,e , 

partiCIpation rates ( l~cline as age increases by decades 

(Ansere , 1978 ; Kinyan]ui , 1975 ; Escotet , 1988 ; Keegan , 1988 ; 

Sewart , 1988 ; McIntosh , Woodley and Morrison , 1980) ; that 

employed persons part ici pate to a greater extent than the 

un e mp lo yed (Ansere , 19 '/8 ; Rekkedal , 1978 ; Kinyanjui , 1975 ; 

Sayegh , 1989 ; Sewart , 1988 ; Ma ckenzie , Postgate and Scupham , 

1, '1~J ; persons with lngh level ot income and occupational 

scatus participate more than their respective counter parts 
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lK1nyanjul , 19/ 5 ; Rekkedai , 19"/8 ; Ansere , 1978; Holmberg, 

~ jdl J; lndt marru:~d per sons and housewIves participate more 

than persons who are flot marr I ed, Wl(] Owerl or separated 

1':J"Jd i rinser-- e , 19 /~ ; Kinyan]ui , 19/0 ; 

McIntosh , Woodle y and Morrison , 1980 ; Sewart , 1988) ; that 

(;()U~_Le:::i Wlctl chl":'(llen parc. ::cl[JCite more tne-Ill tnose who have no 

chilejren (Ansere , 19"/8 ; Kinyanjui , 1975 ; ReKkedal , 1 978 ; 

l'i~t.o~rl_, Woodley and Morris o n , 1988 ; Sewart, 1988) . 

Thus , individuals who are well establ i shed i n fami ly , 

soc1al and v ocationa l l ite participa te 1n correspondence 

8ducation programmes chan do , younger indivicuals wh o are not 

:11d.l .... leU , l:" vlng with the I r parents and otten coming directly 

tram other conventional schools, and having onl y minor 

v'vCo t..10J1 a .l. experience , ann having a re l atIvely ..i.ow lev el at 

~~ ] UCd·C.i(.) r":. at1l1 Income (~e K KeGd...L , 1,, 7 B : 37j , 

J(,~ : :i; ... : ... n'-j ~ ' on t . :H" p c,:-i _ t. i oLal v drl~~bles of se x, and 

.:..;:,.. :.... . 1. 25 J.. t--~J(J !- t E:- ci . 1. 1'1 (lL~Vt-: .,LO.;.; 8t! cc>ur,t r ies , it. '.,.;as Investlgateci 

::nat 6creS3 ec.ucatl c na l ..LeVeLS , men a rlO .... \ ,men r) ar::1C1Pd~e at 

..-:tOOu e. t.:1.8 sa.me ro t e tJamE:s , anel Wedemeyer , J9:,9 ; Mackenzie , 

Postgate , and Scupha.m , 1975 ; MCickenZie , 1971) I n less 

{ i e-Vt:i() i! i:: (i countr l es , men part] ci pate to a greater e xtent than 

Women (Ansere , 1978 ; K1n yanjui , 1975 ; Rekkedal , 1978) 

S Jml .J.ar .1Y , In Indust.rial and we ll deve lo pen countries , 

most students come to the correspo ndence education programme 

lrom towns and urban areas than an ej/or at the same rate as do , 
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the stuUents t r om rural areas (McIntosh , Wood:e y and Morrison , 

1 980 ; Mackenz i e , 197 1; Rekkedal, 1978 ; Kato a n d Postgate, 

1~7~ ; Saxe , 1911) On the othe r hand , in developi ng c o un tr ie s 

the corresponclence programme students were found to come 

usu a lly trom ru r a l areas t h a n t r o m u rba n areas (Kinyanjui, 

i~/5 ; Ansere , 19/8 ; Sewart , 1988; YeshImeDe:: , 1982 E , C , ) , 

AccordIngly , Mclnc.(Jsh, Woodley and t'-~~rr:.son ( 1980) h av e 

commented that , 1n l ess develope d cou n tr:i..BS , the ba r rier s t o 

access - eelucational , tin a ncl a l a n d c u ltura l - ar e torm i dabl e 

and unlikely to be over co;ne by man y , othe r than t h e mos t a ble 

an(l mCILlVb.t.eu 01 peOp...l..E-: trom such rlisad\io.ntaged background. 

2.2.3 Mo tivati o nal Basis of Participation 

Mo tlvatlon IS a very general term for factors and 

...:o rl' .. l lt.lons W(Llen ':::duse a person to bes:n 5n actIvity and 

pursile It Wl t:tl V::"SOLlr aLd persIstence . lr. everyday terms, 

muL1V n t.lon rc~ers ~o C~C ~nys 01 b~~av: ( ~r, oS abl ~ i ty means 

che cans When we question studen~s' ;no tivation for 

..... earnl!.g , ",",C oSSi..lm& t.hey ca n try to l e2!"r. :::.ut ask " Wh y do 

they?" , " Why don't they ?" , o r perhaps , ~ow c an we get t hem 

to' (Clarlzlo , Craig ano Meh r ens , 1981 : 278 ) 

Va r Ious stu(jies [Ansere , 1 978 ; Lo we , ~9 7 5 ; Prosser , 1970 i 

lMclntosh , 19'/6 ; Glatter a nd Wedd e l , 1971 ; F:':nc k , 1 9'79 ; ci ted 

In "o~mberg , i901) ; ReKKeClal , 1 972 ; 19"70 ; i'.x:oni , 197 UJ hdve 

Obert (;arrIt:::::CI \"JUt In oroer to InVeStIgate l=-ltCi th e motivational 

orientatIOns (Objectives for continuing ec.'...:.ca.':.ion , and reasons 
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stunents ndd for chooslng the correspondence study method) or 

the cor respondence programme students . The flndings of these 

studies showed that people do differ in their ob jectives for 

undertaklng turtner studies , and the reasons provided by 

students for their choice of the study method were also found 

co vary (lependlng upon the type and level of the programmes 

oftered . 

SimilarlYJ the tindings ot studies on the motivational 

o rientations of the students in other forms of adu l t and 

c0nclnulng education , showed that people do differ in their 

motl vdtlonal o rlentat lons [or undertaKing f ur t her studies , and 

tLot. l...j,~re IS d. Sl~ nl ricant ann pos itl ve re.la t ionship between 

tlce type 01' COntlnulng educatlon which the person atten(l s and 

nlSI(. t:r pr lmary r~a."-.;"ns lor portlcipation (Boshier , 1971 ; 

:'':7/0 ; n:....;.rgess , 1':1/1 ; DlcKlnsen c r'.t l Ciar.o< , : ·-3/:) ; uogU.L6.tl , 19/0 ; 

L.JCI.jU .. ol"l alid M05S , :':1otl ; ADcD8 , j'j"/'I ; S;-,etiieId , 1962 cited i n 

... L.2.:....1c , 1.:I!)i. :':" :JL. i Cdr:t~l~ , Kerr Ct Yo ;:r< , 1~b2 i :vIorsca:..a 6nu 

.:>flldrt , 1':1 '14) 

2 .2.3 .1 Objectives f o r Continuing Education 

Correspondence p rogr ammes , operated by institutions ot 

h igr.er ledrning are designed for students with degree 

ObJ"ctlves or course c redi ts , tor protessional workers in many 

tie ... n s , for techni ci ans , Eor teachers and others who must meet 

Cert lll C ~tl () n requiremen t s , arl(j tor trIose whos e purposes are 

~rlmdrL.y cultura l (Sayegh , 1989 ; Wed"me yer, 1971:15 ) 



Ali"" , 19 '/ 1; MacktnZle, f'os t gat e and Sc upham , 19/" and 

Sewa rt , 1988 also not ed that among the many l earning goals of 

c orrespondence stu(1y stuoents , the vocational pre-dominate : to 

CdIse , enlarge , UPGdt8 t e chnica l or protessional 

qualiricatlons in o r der to seek advancement, a better j o b, 

avoid redundancy , gain some n ew skill s created b y a 

advan ce. An understanding of one's own 

responsibilities in pub l ic affairs, together with the skills 

associated with home and family life , a re other main areas of 

i nterest f o r students learning through correspondence , 

A response secured tram 135 s tudents b y Sloan and 

repo rted by Child s (1971 : 231) , s h owed tha t the most frequent 

rea s ons ror enrolling in correspondence education were "to 

mee c d cegree r equirement, tor pers o nal development and for 

c e r:' 11 JC d t. 10II purpos e s . 

, ,,,,,01 t ile Sl Ud l "S ( l1 c:l n to c;h, 10-/ 6; a n e! Fli n c k, 19 7 9) 

~ ,-LH l t~n t_ 3 ~; <.:: em t.o b~ ~; l~'l':iJ.ng to at t. ain competen c e for better 

J O D3 o r sl~ilar quallilcatiotls , ann/o r to De lea rn i ng 

orIented , 1 .8 , seekir,g knowled.ge tor its o wn sake , whe re a s 

reasons like gaining socia l recognition , e scaping daily 

roull ne or pers ona l proolems seem to hav e li t tle to do with 

the study mo tive , " Of the reasons given by the ope n university 

stu(ients , the younger students stressed educational 

qualifica ti ons a nd jobs , whe r e as , reference t o th e gene r a l 

wl"tning at knowledge increased with age , 
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On tne basis ot a stU(Jy of 309 students who have been 

enrolled in the correspondence educat i o n pr og ramme , of fered by 

the lnstitute of Adult Education , University of Ghana , Ansere 

(1978 : 14) reports that : 

Occupational objectives weighed heaviest on the 
scudents' rlecision to cake furcr.er s~ud:es . Ar,d 
W) LII In the OCCupCttional catego!"y , career 
preparatIon was the most important. , tol':'oWcd by 
career change , ano protessional aavancement 111 tnac 
order. 

A second IncentIve to st:.UOy was-,- --a-c-c-o-r-ding t-o Ansere' 5 

investigation , the wish to gain admission into higher 

r2ducational institutions. Where as reasons iike to gain 

C8.5i?ecc trom triends and other memb~rs or ~r.e societ y , in 

Or(lE:!! 1..0 be at service to SOcIety and leadership seemed to 

have lIttle to cia with the study motive. 

Prosser(1970) has also made a slml!ar observation 
the paper­
wr.:ch they 

Thel r lnterest is to sec-...:.re 
certll1cate and tormal qualit~ catl~ns' 

can get dS s~pposed keys to employme~~. 
ODJeCLIV~ IS LO get through toe c~~r3e 
d;j possibLe aou pas s the require(: 
l~rosse" 1Y70 : 2~1-2~2). 

t'heir 
a::: Ci:.lick_ y 

e,.(c::1:..n.6t::..on 

InCjeneLal , among the many objectives for studying b y 

correspondence are to be found the des i re to prepare for 

examInatIons by which p r ofessional or vocational 

gualltlcations are to be gained , to further general education 

eitner tor perso!"lal culLural enrich~ent o r Ior proiessional 

reasons ; to tdke a refresher course ino!.'"der ':0 overcome 

lnodeque",:.lf::S i.n tl'18 knowledge or SKills reyw.:.:--ed in one's 

vocation (Kabwasa , 1970 ; Ologunde , 1969 ; OKach, 1969 ; ~rdos , 
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'l(I~rel0re , It 15 interesting to note that a closer 

ana l ysis ot the educational goals or obJect ives of the 

dIs t an ce euucation students tor unaertaklng turther studies 

seem to lend st rong support to Houle's ( 196 0 ) typologies , 

(cited in l'rosser , 1970 : 244) concerning adult motivation to 

part1cipate 1n educational activities . 

2.3.2.2 Why Learn Through Correspondence? 

Allen (19'11) noted thaL, man can learn trom any we ll­

organized e<lucationa l programme , no matter what method is 

' . ~ .:;,...." 1 . LO De 1'10 Sl<;nlt~cdl.t. dIfferen ces In 

ledrnlny wnen t.eaching methods dre compo::.:eci by research 

psyc:hO~,'glst.S allel e(iuci'ttors. Childs (19'11) , after having made 

a t'evie-w ot several studies, dealing Wl~n ::~.e use of dif t erent 

rL~t.Jl(~~ ; ':: O ~ ... n.:.; :.. ri..,;.CL l (;.rl , ( I CiVc; reportc ~ l i:..r.a::. , people can , and 

"'e,-rat (,', (19t!1) i ndic il te<i t.hae, it IS C.O (ioubt true that 

some s t udents will pre f er one me!:h od of ~ns~ruction over 

another , that some subjects or courses of instruction wil l 

lend themselves to one method than another , that some people 

Will tIn(i iL more convenient to study by one particular method 

or even be limited to one method which is available , and that 

C ( .I':;L.,:; of pro\;-!(:Jng in struction by var ious r.,!2 :.:'!ods will oifter. 

' .. nese , then , are ehe factors a :3tu(~en-:: should be able to 

(."O)":."::.i..l.<.1 I:': 1." ' ...... l len sf:-:J.eCl. .l n ~J tne meth od or metr. ,)c1s o r instruction 
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___ .hlOUCjl l WlllLn fie wI I J. ledrn lW~demt:yer , 1'='0,0) , and 'Cnat the 

metno(j of teaching 1S simplY a reflection of che needs of the 

SLuuenL , tne communIt y , and the nature of t.he subject to be 

..Learned lAJ...Len, 19/1) . 

Hence , there are a variety of reas ons which likely lead 

the learner to adapt tne cor respondence 5 ~U(:.y method. 

Harris and Williams (1977 ) reviewed several studies 

deal1ng with the rea sons as to why the students of different 

( I i stance teaching institut10ns have pre ferred to learn through 

the correspondence study method , These authors indicated that , 

'1'ne fIrst group ot reasons as to wny '[r.e students 
pre18rred t L,e c o rr8spundence study met.nod relate to 
the independence ot this form of study , i,e, the 
i,dSi:J8l..; 'C. J '... r. ~""\.:' i. (J ;" Li.e lr88<hHf, ol l d b. ..... t..:· . ..J my 0 :: :.ne 

l Dt..llvlClual stuuent. , :...t wlil aLLOW hlrr./r.2t' to Deqin 
C1 COi.....{ ::jt! Wh8:"J 8v'br [,e cno()~;es a n (J ;:'0 : ::..r.1 S fl it. at 

rtlS dDse:",Ca Si....i,lt.ci[..L-2 

t.:: uuCoL .. ,-,nell.. ta Ci .l l ~ .le~ i (>r clCis::;r .,)(.I1l1 ~ea.::::-r,1ng , ano. 
t. nl~ t=.- U....i:5 J..Cl .... ~ r<t u : ~ n,.:ivi \'!ua.i d t::.~ ~ -L ,: _ ,, !l. acd n c J...~ 

stuclt:ncs toc thelr c ho lce of t ll e corre s pon.o2:1.Ce StU(~y method 

dl"8 numerous 1 an<i not all s y s tems ot olstance teaching 

institutions serve to meet equall y all thes e reasons , 

Three ot the stud1e s (McIntosh , 19 '/6 ; Glatter and Weddel , 

19/1 ; and t'llnck , 197 9) reviewed b y holmoerg (1981) , showed 

th~t maJor1ty OL the stueients chose the correspondence study 

me ctloej becaUSd it wa s te~t easier than ot~er stU(jy forms l to 

LaCl.Llt.atoe t(Je planning or the study programme chosen and to 

assess cn e progrt'ss maoe; tne prerlilectlOn 0: lndivlC1ual work l 
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l . e , they prefered studYlny on their own to studying in a 

cl~ssroom witn other people ; the convenience and adaptabilit y 

or tne method of study , anrl this was particularl y important 

lor (\OU.:..;t;JWl ves ; tDe current or past ~aCK at necessary 

facillties for lea rning ; failerl to get lnto or to comple t e 

cour~es at conventlonal , Lace to face teact:ng institutions ; 

an,l that they were being attracted oy the innovator y character 

01 the study torm (Holmberg , 1981 : 21 - 22) 

ReKkedal (1978) a lso i n vestigated that , in Norway, most 

or t he stuuents pref e red the correspo ndence study method 

oecause of the convenience and arlaptaollity c f the study form , 

an l ~ due to the inacceSSIbility ot educatior.al tacilities In 

their neighbourhood. On the basis of the sturly of 309 

correspon(Jence stu(ients 1n Gh ana , Ansere(19 7 8) , observed that 

the tnree d ominant rea sons tor c:1oos:...ng ::-18 dlst6I1Ce type 

3t.l..t:y makes It. pOS31DJ..~ tor !T.e :: :.; edrn · .... ~.i...le l. edr:1:.rlg' i 

OE:Cd.use cur l' esponcJence SC:....idy enCt.0~es mE:- :"-:J stud y at rr.y own 

ti:11e dnd pl.dCe of convenIence ' , 0.:10 OeCd1..3e cor responejence 

"t'"'UY uevelops my initl~tlVe t or _earning' (Ansere , 1978 : 1 4-

~ b) . 

'lrlus , as WaS eVl (1enced by cne resu~ts of the above 

stu'Jies , the reasons give n b y most of th e s:urlents for t h e i r 

tJr c il:":rf:nCe 01 Ln e correspondence S'::UCly met:--.od are numerous . 

Some chose i t because of the freeuom a:ld re s ponsibility 

.lnnerent 1n lnClepencient st"U.c1y , ot.r.ars offer as reasons tor 
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chooslng It the tact that d,stance education allows them to 

plan thelr own study programme , assess their own progress and 

establlsn their own pace of work, and still others, because of 

worK and family responsibilities distance educati o n is the 

only torm ot educatlon which provides reasonable learn ing 

opportunities for them . 

~or such students , the possibility of working at their 

own time and pace can el.iminate the frustr ations resulting 

tram Incorl=Jorat:ing their Job , tamily and other social 

and educational ambit.icns into a too 

eXn<.1U5t.lng t.Ime tab.l.e ot the conventIonal face-to-tace 

teaching institutions. 



CHAPTER - THREE 

3. DESIGN OF THE STUDY 

The main purpose of this study was to investigate into 

some characteristics, reasons for participation, "and study 

prob le ms of a group of students, namely students who have 

been enrolled and pursuing their secondary courses through 

he ~orr-espondence programm€-, offered by the Di stance 

Education Division(DED) of the Department of Adult Education 

(D.A.D) in Ethiopia. Based on the nature of the problem 

under investigation, the design of th i s study followed the 

procedures of the descriptive survey method of research. 

The foll ow in g section will, therefore, present the 

description of : the sources of data and methods and 

procedures of data collection. 

3.1 Sources of Data 

The sample pop ulati on for the present study cons isted of 

560 students who were found to be actively pursuing their 

senior secondary co urses, through the correspondance proramme, 

offered by the Distance Education Division in Ethiopia, until 

June, 1992/93 academic year (the time the pop ulation for the 

present study were selected). During the se l ect ion process, 

students who had submitted at least one assignment, or 

reported to have had contact of any sort with the D. E.D with 
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in the duration cf the latter semester of 1992 /93 academic 

year were taken to be active, and inactive if otherwise. 

This was made with the belief that those who ceas ed to 

submit assignments for correction, or failed to contact 

the D.E.D for the purposes related to the programme, were 

considered to have had either dropped-out and/or dis­

continued. And also, it was though that students who were 

found to be active would responsibly furnish the data re­

quired for the success of the study. The 560 active 

students were found being scattered throughout the various 

ad ministrat i ve re£ions of the country. Table II shows the 

distributiion of the sample popu lati on for who~ the 

ques tionnaire were cistributed and from whom questionnaire 

responses were secured. 
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TABLE II 
DISTRIBUT I ON OF SAMPLE POPULATI ON BY REG TO '! 

Questionnaires 
Administrative Region 

Sent (N') Re tur"p-i ( N') 

l. Shewa 97 76 

2. Addis Ababa 73 52 

3 . Haraf'3 ie 57 33 

4 . Srdamo --n -- Z-~ 

5. Garno Gof a 46 32 -

6. Gojj am 39 , - . 
. 

7 . Arsi ]8 ' 1 

8. Wollega 37 I c .) 

9. IllubabO:- 29 : : 2 .. 

10. Ba le 2'3 2 } 

ll. Wollo 21 , :8 
12. Gonder l ~ 9 

13 . Keffa 1 • ~ ) 

14. Tigray l' 
.. 
- -

Total 5 ( ) "2~) _ 0· 

As can be s ee ~ from t he above t ~~'· , t~, · · rnple 

population . 'ere f o',,,--:: be ing distributt-d. c· " te.e '! . :-ious 

administrat i'" rn- '- - q o f th e coun t.-· , . 

population ,:",-e ss,': ':ered ove r vast 

country , it ~!S ! D~ ~ j :0 be diff icult tc cot/~ :~ t ~ ~ :~ c~ ~ red 

data in a f a: >:. :: - : : ~ c situati o n usi n~ i:-;: ·::~·< ,::·.: .. ' r , n the 



L 1m1 teo t 1m8 arhJ resources a va i lao 1e . Con 5 th:r ....... en t 1 y, th e SL..rvey 

Wd':'; Cdrrled-out. LhrouCJl"l a quest lonndlre sent r.o the ~60 a ctl ve 

students throu.gh rna i 1 . Tnis was accompiisCled througn the 

pO~ 1.. ctJ... i-t \" H.atS';';~'::; 01 ~o. c ll 111<llVldual Sdmp ..,;.e s':.udent , 0Dtained 

from Record and Registra ti o n section of the office for 

U .l.S l...ance c. ( JLiCa t..lOn L .i..VlSion . 

UUt. ot t.he ~ou questIonnaires sent to students , 382 

---.9uestlonnalres returned filled in correctly, a response of 

6b . 2 percent . ConsHlering the return rate ot questionnaires 

ulstrlbuted through mail , the response was satisfactory. 

3 . 2 Methods and Procedures of Data Collection 

As w"s l nc1icaced above , the data gatnering i nstrument 

emp~ ~) ye(l [or 'ttle Fur[.-(')s e 0 : ' tnis scuuy W ":' . .3 d q l lP' S'- : C !"".I,di..re 

.:..u; .. A ; .\lll,.h.~l .i li.:,...u l ":/i..:.r '=;~C:'J.()Jl.':;. LaC;) 0;. L :.':'" :"'(1Ur sec:.~or,s ot 

,_ ! ,c: , l . J • 0 _ 1,.-: J ," V ~ 1 1 .L ':l • .1.J. l~ .. : . . : i 1,,--: 1 -;::. \,.--: ; ';, ~; :..l :'l ; C:::;, 1;""';-:'. , ::; 0 C \... ~ ..:. ... , 0;- ;"';1 e 
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group 0 f ]UClges. The ~udglng task was pe::torm",d oy six 

,"'laSLt':l.· S· student.s 01 the rdCU..lty of l:..OLi. CatlOn , Addis Ababa 

lJni ver:, i ty . 'l ne jUClges were select~(). trom the three 

LJe partments ot the Facult y. That is , eaCf, two of them were 

se..i..ecte\l trom ::.!'!e Departments at , CurricL.. lu:n and I nstruction , 

~ducatlonal Psychology , and E,iu catlonal A~ministration . Prior 

to ]Jdglng , tne pers ons who performed t~e J udg ing task wer~ 
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made clear about the o bje c tives of tne stud y by the 

Invest1gator . ~ach o[ the six persons selected , performed the 

task independently 1n the presence of the 

lnVt"'stlgcttO r . Lm the Ob.SlS 01 th e collectiv8 judc.;ement.s , It.ems 

wh1cn were identified to be significant for the problem under 

lnv e~;t.lg nt.l on were S8,..LeCte(~ anel US8ej tc,r t. ne c ol l ection ot 

data. '/ 

The va r1ables gatnered [or the purpose of this study w1th 

part 1 of tne instrument were sex, age , tamily status, 

educati o nal background, occupational bacKground , financial 

oacr<grounc., and. place of residence o f ~n e co rrespondence 

stU(knts 01 the l..o . E . l..o . Tl1e var1aoles gathe r ed with part II and 

III of the instrument were related to the learnl ng objectives 

OL L:-.t St ...... <.l~!1t:.:.-; I a rl el 1 easons a s to Wh y the sc.uoents chose t.:18 

cocrespc..d .. dence mettlou of sti...:.uy , inst.~ad o~ner rO!:":TIS of 

"'-1.S1..r U ~ l.,... ... I.)r •. 

... I .I::' .J..C1..::it. ~t:::c.:t.J. ... !rl (It -....r,e q..1es t.lonnal l E= Wb. S ~ :2s1sned to gnCr.er 

uat..a abouc. cne stuo.y proolems of the studen ts. In th I S 

,jl2c\... ..L cn , ~nd lltvestl<j6cor was interested to t<.now abOL.t some of 

tne majo r difticultles the students f our.d themselves 

conlrorleeLi wlt"1 whI le .l eCtrnlng th r ough t.ne corres ?on<i.ence 

pr o gra:nme , ot tered :) y the iJi.. stance r~dt..:.ca clo n ulvlslon . ',· he 

StU(l!:~nt.s we18 alSo as~e(1 t o sUCJgest tne mech anisms through 

Whl C!l the p:-o:).i..ems tne y i(~entitied c ou.icJ De resolved , and 

througn tLla ~ improvem8flt in the teaching- le a rni ng process of 

t::hta CO[TE:3pon(jence pt"ogramrne would be attain.ed. "';"he questions 
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,lesign ed to gather data on studenc reactions were deliberately 

made ope n -ended , t o enable them mentio n as ma n y d1ff i cul ties 

( p ro blems) the y c ame across wh il e learning , t oge th e r wi t h the 

tectSlole suggeSt10ns the y felt were helpful for mi n imizing th e 

severity of these pro b l ems o n the pro per o perat ion o f the 

p rogramme . 

'rne q ues tion na ir e s we r e s ent t o t h e samp l e students 

_ t llrou_gh mai l . Encl o sed with in the enve lo p s us e d fo r s ending 

ule q ueStIOnna Ire we r e , pre-paid stam p e d en velo p s fo r 

retur n l n g the ques t ionnaires . Th e st udents we re e n couraged to 

L8S f;OlIU t.o all items Ol t.ne quest.lonnalre canejj.(l..y ano t.o till 

~p e.nci return the questionn a lre as soon as possIble . '::.'his was 

(ione tnrough a coveT1ng letter , written by the investigator , 

1~ll1!'Cdt:ing ttle pU.rpose Cind sisnl::.:a-:-tce or tr.e stUt1Y, and that 

L:IE;: (.1':1:'0 c"'J.1..Lec~eo wi ..l...~ be L<.Sell or . ..l'j tor eUL.;CaClona..i.. purpose. 

8eSll.:es , on tne oasis ot tr-.e l.-e -.:;uest of tc.e invest l gator 

tor coot;"e:;,"c,.i...iurt , the U~:.J ',.; r ot. e a :-I \. : sent 0. ge:-,eral covering 

l etter to each stud en t 1n the samp l e b y the order of At o 

Ge't.dchew (\.el e mu. , Heao. , DIStanC e c.. ( iUCat l On Di VIsion , se e ki ng 

t he cord i al coopera cion of t h e s t udents, to f i l l u p , a nd send 

b a c" t he q uestionna ire as soon as possib l e . 

'f he r esponse s sec~re(j to e3 c n item of the questionnair~ 

we re t. a lll ed , t. C:l tJulated and f lna :: _y th e data we r e ex pr e s sed 

q Ud n t -.. tdt:ivel y on tt'le 1)6S15 of ~t'! c: !1um;)er o f pe r sons WIlO 

rep...L 1 8\l i...() 8 Ct ch lLem 01 tne Inst r ument , Accord.i.ngly , th e 

In::.(-=rpretaclon ot the l'!dta dna l yzed B:1d the c onclusion arriV80 



dt were based on tile percentage o t responses secured for eaCtl 

Item or ene questlonnalre. 
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CHAPTER - FOUR 

4 . RESULTS AND DISCUSSI ONS 

their senior secondary courses thr ough t~e correspondence 

1.~ " 
" . .! 

. 
tiIlLcL June :992/9J 

a:a.dem ic year . ~he p~~~~em was to ir.vestigate int o 50:;1e 

-c::-aracter';sl-;c.s , and reaction 

c-:.. ward the senio r se~ c ndary le ve : 

8.~:C US::i 0:-'. c: -:::.2 :60 :: ':: '...:.de~:. ':: s 

~he ""'- :-. : 

. . 
::'_2':;:lJ!-:'!""~ a.:..:..~...: 

- ,. - . - - -
';;I"';:'- J-~~ __ ,:::2_ : ':.: :,:-" 

'", .. : -;: ~: ,.~ 

:. : 2::-: 

4.1. Characteristics of the Students 

~he ques~i~n B3 t ~ ~ho the correspor.~2 ::ce stu~e~:s a~e 

co n be more d:~ectl.y a!"'.::::wered by refere:1ce t o the:r b:o-

S2X , a.ge , r..a::.- ita: r"tu:nber o f cr..i:dren , t!le :'r 

2 "';""')'catior.a: , GC': u;:"a t: :" cr.a: , f i:1a r.c ia: ar.a 



r~~~jentia: a r eas o f the 3tudents . ~he ~~ese~tat i o~ o~ res~:t3 

and discuss:on of the study will , theref ore , begin by l oo king 

at these character istics. 

4.1.1 . Sex of the Students 

The following table pre sen ts the sex distribution of the 

s~uGents, 

TABLE III 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE STUDENTS BY SEX 
---_._-----_. __ ._----------------------

Sex Number Pe r ce n tage 

Male 312 81 . 7 

female 7 0 18. 3 

7 0 tal 382 1 00 . 00 

As can be o bserved fr o m Table lI: above , o~ly ab ou t 18 

~ e~cent o ~ ~~e student3 were f emale , ~~e ~e~ai~~~g ~~j or~~y 

:~~~entS are gro3sly unde~ re~re3ent~d ~~ t~e pc ~u 16:~ o~ of 

co rre 5~ondence students in the senior seco~dary level courses , 

o ffer ed by the D ista~ce educat i on Division en the cou~try . 

In the studies conducted in some African and Scandnevian 

countries about correspondence students , similar results were 

~epo rted . In Ghana , f or instance , Ansere (1978) , envestigated 

that 92 percent o f the 309 correspondence students he studied 

we~e ~ale and the rerrain~ng 8 percent were fe~al e . 

The survey conducted in Kenya in 1968 about the 

correspondence c o~rse unit students , as has been repo~ted by 
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~in yanjui (1975) , revealed ~hat 97 ~e~ce~t ~ : them we~e ma :e, 

and 3 percen t were female . Simi larly , in hi s study o f the 

corre spondence students in No rway at NKI , Ol.ekkedal ( 1978 ) , 

reported , that the student body consisted pa~tic~larly o f ~en 

only , 2 percent being women. 

On the contrar y, in th e study c c nd",=ted by .;"a:nes and 

Wedemeyer (1959), about c o rrespondence s tClden t s engaged in 

____ ",igh school courses in Winconsin , United States of America , it 

was discovered that the ratio betwe en the male and female 

students was evenly balanced . 

Perhaps , not Sv many pa:-:'::'c :' ~ate i :-. t:-.e 

cu rrespondence programme , offered by the ):"stance EdL.:.ca-c :on 

Jivis i on , becau s e the courses that a~e made ava~lable d o ~o~ 

their r.eeds . Thus, in o rder t o enccur~ ;e ~o re wo~e~ , to 

4.1 . 2 . Age of the students 

~able IV illustrates the way i~ whic~ :he 3~ude~ts We~e 

distr ibuted accordin; t o age . In o rder to ~now the variati on 

that exists amo ng the st udents , tr..e data O!1 age hav e ~een 

cross tabulated with the data on sex . 



Age 
Grou~ 

JISTRIBUTION 
... - ···· 1-· - ---- -- .. - .. -.. 

Number 
-'j 

:~ale I Female 

,5 

TABLE IV 

OF STUDENTS BY AGE/SEX 
--- ----- --- -- r -----

?e::"'-::2;.:.age 

-r -- -

C~-:-.ulative 

I ?e::-centage 
.... ·-----T----·---·--- -- -'1--

below 20 I 1 7 
.... __ ._---j -- --_._-_._. _. __ ._--;---_ .. _-

9 26 
- -~ - l-------··----

6 . 8 6 . 8 

20-30 187 
i 
1 

47 234 6: . 3 68.1 

31-40 1 98
1

14 112 23.3 97 . 4 
--- T--- ----·1 T ------- -, ---~-- --~- I--- --- ----

above 40 I 10 I ~_I 10 I 2 . 6 1 100 . 0 
.-.. --. -----··--·--r--·----.. - ---.... I-------- ·-T---~~I ~---------~T 

Total I 312 70 i 382, 100.0
1 

The bu:k of correspondence st~:jent3, :.rlat is about 97 

percent fe:: telow 4 0 years of age , w~ch 2 ~:Y a~out 3 ~er:~n:. 

falling abo ve age 4 0 . And amo~g the st~~e~ts wh o were aged 

- - .• - _. -;! : :-. .3.-;: 

J . E . D. 11":. ~:.;. ':"o!?ia are a re::"a:.:'\/e':"i· 

female stude~~3 were younger tha~ t~e':"r ~~:e C0~~te::--parts , 

the respective proportions being 67 a~d 60 ~erce~ts . ~here was 

no female students who was ol~er t~a~ 4 2 y~ars c~ a~e , whe re 

as there were 10 male students '''';:-. .:) passed tr,at 0.:';8 . ~he 

conclusion ~~ be derived from t~:s ~6:.a ::'5 ::--.at 1 ~he 

correspondE~ce students of t:.he D , C: , :; , arE: .::,::-,. ce~!.:rC:.tec. ne ::' :::-.e!..-

in the oldest age group (above 40) , the y0~['.gest age 

group {below 20J , but rather in tr_E ~,:.:::::..: .... e age gT c,, "J.P , ::",e , 
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be tween 20 and 4 0 y ea r s c ~ age . 

The age structure o ~ the correspondence studen~s of the 

Distance Education Div::i o !1 In Ethi opia, as the evidenc e 

shows , corr-esponds iN:. ::-. the s t ':-'..lctur2 _ c 
~ - the 

correspondence students elsewhere in the world. 

The study conducte~ about c o rrespo ndence st i..i.dents in 

this study. In that study, Rekkedal ( 1972 ), reported that the 

~tuden ts were concent~a:ed :!'l the a~e gr~~p 2C-24, ~:~h two-

t~ i rds o f the studen:3 ~e:ng in the~~ :we~~:e: 53 was 

virt:.J.al:' y the case wit:: ::-.e sec0::.cary =..evel cor:-ezp o r.dence 

students in Ethiopia. 

-: :"z.: ::.: vered 

:e.ar. 15 

y ears o f age and no ol~E= :~an 35 yea~ s o~ ag e . ~== ~: ~ sh and 

Gthers (1980) , rep o rte~ ~:-.at a Do:lt 80 pe::-,:ent c : ::-'02 Open 

University students of ~~:~ed Kingdom were under 3 C years of 

age . Ke e gan (1988) als o ~~~orted that only 12 perce~t o f the 

Athabasca students , a~d : 5 perce~t 0: the C~E8 , Sp6:~ ~istance 

student s were o ver 4 0 y ea ::- s o f age in 1 981 the r ema :~: ~; being 

In his study of co~=es?ondence students . r' 1n unar.a , Ansere 
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::;tu.den~.:;, i . e ; 95 p€:~cer:.t :e::' ::e:weer. ::-.2 :'.3.::e tee=-:.3 and 

early fourties age g::- o up. Among the stuce=-,~s who wer-e aged 

between 14 and 43, the hi~hest c o~centrat: o ~ was in the age 

bracket of under 30 years. 

Thus, whether in developed societies o r undeveloped 

societies , co~respondence ::;tude~ts tend to ~e yo~ng adults . 

All this fits the socio~ogical picture of what e s known 

-g~neral.ly_ab_Qlrt_aduJ.t students , at differe=-.t stages of their 

lives . Adults are generally known to :oe eager about 

educational activities fr om the:~ :ate teens ~~til their late 

thirties , or at~ost , _nt il thei~ ea~:y fG~~:~e5 ( Lo we, :975) . 

?er:"aps, t!-'.e spe ': if: c ~e3::: ,: ~ : o r the prE"?cr.c.erance o f the 

y oung adult in the correspondence educatio~ "::- og ::-a~me, o ffered 

cy t~e Distance Educc : i on ~ivis~on can be :~~~d ~n the ~ype of 

3chov~s. These courses were o ~:;i~al~y ~r2~~~ec fo= s~~dents 

o f f o r~al seco~dary schools wh o are , with en the no::-mal age 

group for secondary level educatio~ . 

4 . 1. 3 Marital Status of the Students 

~ ~w ma~y o f the st~~e~ts we~e ~arrle~ ~~= how ~any were 

unmarried? Amor.g those who y.;2:-e unmarr:-2.j , how many were 

single (i . e , ~ot have~g ever marr ied ) , se~a:.tej or d ~v o ::-ced? 
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Tab~e V answe~s t he question. 

':'ABL:: V 

~ARITAL STATUS OF STUDENTS/SEX 
- i ---, '-I 

Sex 
I 

I 

~arried Single 

I 
---------- ---- --r-- --

Male I 254 
--,--------- ------- --f----

I 5 0 
-- -"-=-=----=---0=r--~- --------r-------,-

Female I 42 I 
-- - - -- -------, - -- ------, ---

Total I 296 I 

?ercent 77 _5 

24 

74 

19.4 

I 
'- ------T-- -- .-

I 
--1-

separated/ : 
divo !"ced 

I 

7 0ta l 

----------,----- -- ----
8 I 312 

~ ~ ----'=-=r=---. -- - ------

4 I 7 0 
T - ------ --- -

:2 382 

3. : 

As ca~ be seen fr o m t ~ e ab o ve table, most c ~ the 5t~de~ts 

'~Je ::: 2 :nar ri ed . C:ose to 78 percent 0: tr..em were :narr:ed , 

:eav~~g ab 0~: :2 perce~t c ~ t~eQ in the u:!~a ~~ied category . 

~~e 3~~dE~:S ~ ;3.2 pe ~ce~~ ; were ove ::: : 9 yea:::£ o f age, and , 

~here f ore , we!"e ol~ e~ ough ~o marry . Ano the ~ :~:erestin; fact 

is that the ::"arger proportion o f the ;.tale 3tude~ts were 

married as c0~~ared to the female students. 7he respective 

pr opo rti o~s te:~g 8: .4 pe rc~~ t and 60 percent . Ofco~rse , o ne 

would have ex~ected a muc h :arger proporti on o f the female 

~t~~e ~t s t c t e ~ 3r ri e~ th~~ were ac tua::y ~a~~~ed , beca~3e in 

Et~iopia wome~ generally marry earlier than men . 
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4.1.4 Number of Children of the Students 

Students were asked whether or not they had children . The 

.:;:'gnificar.ce of this q'-l estion is , t:--.at it helps to know 

something about the conditions under which the students live 

a~d study . Correspondence students , be:~g persons who study at 

~ome, the ~umber o f children living wi th them i n the home will 

__ ~"'Ccl'V-'=-~ gre_ili impact on their learning activity. Table VI 

provides the data on the number o f children students had. 

Cat.egory 

:-; ~ C~l i :J.::- en 

- :, ':" '::-c:: - '- .. ~ 
~ .=,,: . ...: c.:: : . 'Ii s-

~ .:-. ... .:::. -

TABLE VI 

~l'~3E~ OF C ~ I LJR~~ OF S~t' JcN7S/S~X 

r 
Sex 

.. _. --- I 
-;- o tal 

:-1 a1e Female 

6 6 31 
t 

97 

2 ~8 3 5 - , - - J 

--j 

~ a .; , 2 

3 , 7 C 332 -

Percent 

2 5 4 

5 3 6 

. -. 0 

1 J C ~ 

As ~as revea:ed ~y the datd in T~b :e V:, abou~ one-~ourth 

cf the students ( 25.4 percent) had no children . And among the 

3t~de~ts wh o had children , the large ~ajorit y had few rather 

:ha~ lna~y chilj~en . Out of a total c ~ 285 st~dents wh o had 

,:h::d r er. , 243 students (85 . 3 perce,.~) had one to three 

.-:-.::"dre:-. , a!'1d :!";e ~-emaining 42 stude=-.t s ( :4.7 ?ercent) had 

:our o r :"o re chi~dren . It appeaocs that ir.creasing family 

~e3~0!'1sib~lities are associated w:'t h i~:~e6sed participation, 
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~ o ssibly because the demands of a larger family on a limited 

~~co~e may lead some persons to use the advant~ges of 

ava~:able educational opportuni ties for up~rading themselves 

~r a~ attempt to increase their earn~ng ca~a~it y, 

4 . 1.5 Educational Background of the Students 

~he following Table shows the educati ona l background of 

H ce-c--0 r r e-spoodence t _udeQts , i. e.; the level of schooling 

c ompleted by the students before joining the correspondence 

ec~ca~:on programme , offered by the Distance Ed~cation 

~EVEL Of fORMAL EDUCA;!Q~ CO~?~~~~~/SEX 

~~v8l o f 
- -: -... :-:-.c; _·.=:2....: 

- f 
E-:iucation 

1 
98 

Number 

1 
9 

·······1 

-I -r··. ~ 
1 88 1 • v 

Sl 

"'"'f" 
98 

1 

1 

2':' . 

1.3 . ~ 

31.9 

25.7 

G::-ade 12 
- ---- ··--T .------. ----1·--------·-- -r .-

1 25 1 5 1 30 

- r ---- --- ---- ----.-----. 
1 7.8 

-.-... ------. - ---.. - "'-'--'-1 . _.- -... --..... 1- ···------·------·1 
Total I 3:2 70 

~.- -,.. - ~ -T"-' 
08 c 1 1 0J . C 

As can be o~served in Table VII , major~ti o f the students 

were concentrated in the category o~ comp!ete t~e lowe= senior 

secondary level schooling while joining the prograrr.me , i , e ; 

they joined the cor~esponde~ce ~rogran~e a ~:er havi~g had a 

--' 
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~inimum of 10 grades of schooling and ab ove . ~hese constituted 

about 65 percent of the students , and among these group , those 

wh o had completed 10 grades o f schooling were larger in number 

than th e other groups , f o llcwed by those who had coc.~~eted 11 

grades of sc hooling prior to joining the programme . 

Fr om these data , it can be c onc:uded tha. t the 

correspondence programme students of the Dist ance Education 

g~vi-si-on .a .r:e-dmn.inantly , those who , have had completed their 

lower senior secondary level school ing. 

In relat:on to the findings of this study , Mackenzie , 

Fostgate, and Scup ~la~ (1375:45) ~ave ~~ :ed tha~ "t~e ~~ghe~ 

:1-.e !eve: o f f o r:nal education, the rr:o!:"e ~c s:'tive becc:--.-.es the 

acti tL:.ce t o ward c o ntinuing educatio:. 3.~d the greater the 

perce~~ an0~g ~~ c 3e w~ o ccm~:eted high 

school , a~d 38 percent among those w~o ~ac been t o college . 

This finding is not sL:.rprising , sir.ce in orde~ to learn 

by the c o~res?ondence study method , t~e student has to have 

certain :unctiona':" capabilities . These , acco:"ding to 

purposive reading , of self-expression in wr:ting , a~c of self-

G ~ganizat: on . Stude~ts who :eft ~lill ti~e e~~cat: c ~ ea r!y are 
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L:.nlikely to possess these to a high des=: ee, nor is their 

subsequent work expe ri ence to have develop~d them . S i milar:y , 

Ansere , 1978 ; Edst r om , 1970 ; Kabw2sa , 1970 have a l so observed 

~hat those with more educa~ion to ~e pe=sis~e~~ in atte~da~ce. 

It is , o f course , not surprising to see persons with 

i'lcomplete senior sec ondary :'n 

pro gramme , because such students would wan~ to ut i l:'ze t~e 

-corresp.Cilldence programme to complete t;-,e courses . But , one may 

be surprised to see persons wh o have acqui r ed c omplete 

secondary education engaged in a coocrespoc,jence poc og ramme 

~eant for ~econdary education . ~~e ex;:a~a ~ ~:~ is tha~ , S~~~ 

~ e y~ ons ta~e the correspondence pr0gra~~e -~ :rder to impr~ve 

~pon the gocades t~ey have already obt3i'led i_ ~he f ormal s o as 

t. o ~oin h~gher educational instit '..lt:i c :':s. 

~c~nte r parts . The respe ctive P~O~ 0 Yt : O~3 =~ :~S 44.2 perce~~ 

progra~~e with a relative:y hig~er ed~catio~a: background than 

the female students . 

4.1.6 Occupati o nal Background of the St udents 

Tab:e3 VI:1 and IX sh o w tr.E- da:.a 0 :-'. : ~e OCC i...:.;=.t.: c : .... a: 

~ackg=ound of the students . 

TAB::'E \iT--
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E~PLOYMENT STA~US Of STUDE~7S / SEX 

Number 
Emplo ymen t s ta tus : .......... ····-·· T -. ----.... . --- _._, 

1 Male 1 female 1 

...... ....• ····· ·-·1 ... .-.-........ -- .... i 

Total Percent 

-. ·-1 ·-··1 1- --. --. 

Emp l o yed 1 278 1 28 1 306 1 80.1 
.------ ·---·-- - -··-----·--·T-·----· ·-····-·-l ···-··--··--·------r--··· ······- - ·-1 

Unemployed I 34 1 19 I 53 1 13.9 

Housewives 

Total 

· r· ........ , .. _., 
1 1 

-T 
I 

23 
- ---, - -- ---_._j'-_. 

70 

23 
1 

6 . 0 

38 2 
"I ----.- -.-." 
I 1 00 . 0 

The data on the employment status of the students 

indi c ated that an overwhelming majority of them were gainfully 

e~p: o yed while learning by corcespo ndence. Out o f tr.e ~ o ~al o f 

382 stL:dents , 306 (80 .1 percent) were employed , and 13.9 

percent o~ the students declared themselves unemployed , while 

the remaining 6 percent o f the studen~~ were ho~sewives , A 

4C percent , 

The resul t s of this stud y , seemingl y c c n:i ~~s the 

fi ndi ng s o f the stud ie s reviewed by Bock (1980) . In the 

studies reviewed by Bock (198 0 ) it was inv estigated that the 

less advantaged individual s , especially the u nempl oyec tend to 

possess the characteristic associated with low participation 

~5te , S o c~ (198 0) ~ o ted that when a !ow se~se o f ed~cat~onal 

e fficacy is combined with low sel f -confidence , it is n o t 

surpr i si~g that participati o ~ rates are so much lowe ~ f o r th e 
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unemployed di:adva~taged t~a~ f o r middle cl a ss ind~v~d~als . 

After having f ound how many of the s tude~ts we e e in or 

out of employ~ent , it was necessary to inquiee f urthe r into 

what types of occupa~ion those who were emp!oyed were in, and 

what things the unemplo yed were doing . 

Thirty ( 55 . 5 j?er-cent ) 0: the unempl o yed stuce:-.ts were 

students en the formal schools. These may be those students 

who- mi_g.hLhav_e cit, it would !::>e to their advantage to combine 

a correspondence course with class ro om learning . This is 

quite permiss~ble n o t only in Ethiopia , but elsewhere in the 

wo rld . !~ Gha:-.a, fo~ :n st2 :-.-:e , .~nse!:""e (1978 ) :'r. v,?3t :'~=ted that 

about 2 0 per~ent o~ the c0r~espondence st~dents ~e stud:'ed 

we re a~so st~je~:s in the f or~a l school system . 

N ~ ne [a~~u t 17 ?erce~~~ c ~ the unemployed ~or~~~?onde~ce 

t;'e:-cer:.:. ) 

: ( 6 

percent ) of t~e st~dents ~ere :ull-time h o usew:'ves, 

7hi...:.s I :'::.2 e~p :" o yed t;>ers o::. s participate t o a srea~er 

extent than 0 0 h ousewives ane the u~employed , in ~~e senior 

secondary leve:" c o :-respo ~~ence courses , offe~ed by ~ . E, D . 

The emp: o y ed s tuce:-.:'3 were distribt.:ted a:T.ong the 

following occ~pati o~s as ~ ol l ows: 
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':'ABLS IX 

OCCVPAT: ONAL DISTRIB~TION OF STUDENTS / SEX 
" -"1-"--" "-"--- -" "-" 

! NUJ:1ber 
- ""-"1 

,- I " T 
, Male ,Fe:-cale I 

ca:egory Percent 

--- -- --"" -- ---"--------------,------r--- -- "I--
Health workers I 92 I 13 105 

r----- -- ------- ---
3 4, 3 

:-ea.::~ers 

Armed forces 
( Police & Military) 

- 1 --­

I 
I 

68 

50 

2 

1 

- I 

I 
I 

70 

51 

-- ----- --- -""'- r- T'::==--:'"-"" -------- T-
Clerical/service I 30 I I --:JI 

22 , 9 

16 , 7 

2-7-1 
-------"- "---"- -"--------------- ------"-1-"-- --T---- --"- T--- -- "---"---""----"-"---------
Technical/Mechanical I 18 I 4 i 22 : 7 , 2 

"- -- -- ---"-"---"--- -"--" "- -- --- -- -- --" --T -------- -"[------------r -- -- , 
:-1anager;,a:/administrative I 20, 1 , 21 6 ,8 

278 28 3 C5 100,0 

~~j e ~. Ttese c onstit~~ed 86 pe~ce~t of the tota: sam~:e o f the 

e~p:o yed c ~ r~espon~ence st~~e~ts, 

A greater proportion of the fema: e students were in the 

occ~pationa: category o f health service than any other 

o cc~pation , representing 46,4 percent of the female students 

w:-. o were :- epo:·tec t c have bee!1 e:!l?loyed whi:e learning by 

c~:-:-espo~de~=e . The findin;s o ~ t~e ~a~a rega:-d~~g t~e rrima:-y 

occ~pational backgro und of the correspo ndence students of the 

~.E.~ seem to partial:y su~port w~at wa= sene~a::y k~ own abc~t 

--' 
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t~2 occupational distribution of the c o rrespondence students 

as were reported by Yeshimebet (1982 E.C.), and Flinck, R. and 

A .W. Flinck (1989) . According to Yeshimebet (1982 E . C . ) , o f 

tne t o ta: enro :ment at the J.E.J. ]:.6 percent were milita ry 

personnel and 27 .4 percent were teachers. While Flinck , R. and 

A . W. F2.inck (1989 ) repo rted that 45 percent of the total 

enrolment at the D.E.D were primary school teachers . In both 

i t . --"LClS indicated that teachers represent either the 

largest or the second largest occupational group of the D.E . D . 

st,",dents . Tt-.e findings of this study also revealed that 

~eachers re?resent the second larSest occL p a t ional group of 

tLe c c rres[l o nd er. c e students. This [f,:'ght be ascribed to the 

m:n:'mum amo unt o f mo ney the ~ri::1ary s c h o ol teachers are 

~e~~:=ed t o pay f o ~ the corres~onde~ce c o u rses , Ac c ording to 

~ ~_y bi~r 2 ~e = s~ ~ ~ ec t a~d a re;:Etrati o n fee o f o ne bir!" , 

_ . 02 ; e:even birr pe::- grade leve: :0:: :ive subjects , in 

cc~trast to a charge of birr 143 . 00 [ler year for five subjects 

at a grade level required fr om other students of the 

pr o gramme . 

It is interesting to note , tnat 51 of the employed 

3: ~de~t= were me~bers of the ar~ed ~ c rce (po l:'ce and m:'litary 

personnel) . 7his number is very low ,n comparis o n to the 

::r . .:!::'~<;3 ret?o !"ted by Yeshimebet ( 1982 S,C) in which 31 . 6 
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percent of the D.E.D. students were mil~tary personnel, and in 

comparison to the situation in the United States of America 

w,",ere tens and thousands of correspondence students are 

members of the Armed Forces . In !act, ~t was to satisfy the 

felt needs of the Armed forces personnel for further educat i on 

that the United States Armed forces =!'1st~ tu te (USAf I) was 

established in 1942 (Brothers , 1971) . 

I-f t-he-- oc.cupa~nal categories of health , teaching, 

clerical/service , and managerial/administrative are regarde d 

as white col lar occupations, and the remai!'1ing categories as 

D':l..t?-C::'::"2.3.!" cc :upa:,~ c ::s, tr.en the ma~ority 0 : the e:nployed 

cor re s por~dence s tuae!"l t s are worke.!.-::; wr.:'te collar 

oc c~pat~o~s, whi!e 3 sma:l number of ~he~ were workers in a 

b:ue-=ollar 0cc~paciurls . The proportio~~ we~e 75 . 1 pe~cent for 

4.1.7 financial Background of the Students 

Participation ir. any educationa:i.. ac:':"v:ty det;'er.ds not 

o~:y on the possessio~ of a reaso~ab::"e inte:"::"igence 

and learning skills , but also , in a mo=e ~ractical se~se , on 

the ability to bear the financial enc~~bran~es involved . The 

D . E . D. being subsidized by the Ministry of Education , ar.d 

being a non-pro:it making organization , was established to 

serve those ~e~~o~s w~o are interescec :'0 recel-ve .. . .... nelr 

education through the correspondence p~0gra~~e with a minimum 

payment (O ED 1982) . 7he motive being s~, t~e ~ivision cha~ges 
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birr 28.60 ~er subject at a grade leve:. And in order to pass 

from grade-to-grade the student must :a%e a minimum o f fove 

subjects (Amharic , Engli s h , Mathematics, and any other two 

sub~ects) Thus, in order to take the ~e~~ired subjects at a 

garde level , the corresponden ce student has to pay birr 

143. CO . If we add the same amount 0: money for beoks and 

stationery , the student has something li%e birr 246 . 0 0 to pay. 

And he i nstitution expects the students to comp:ete the 

payment within the first semester (OED 1982) . This is by no 

means a light burden considering the fi~a~cial positicn of the 

ave r age 3:udent, and the economic harc5~:;s being expe~ie~:ed 

by most E~hiopians. 

For this reason, ~he investiga:;or inquired :'nto the 

monthly income of the students together w:'ch the sources :r o~ 

w·l-::'ch the students o b~3.~:1 fund:::; ~ 0 : :':-.a:-.ce thei:- : :, L.;.!:"se..::, 
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TABLE X 

MONTHLY INCOM E OF THE STUDENTS/SEX 

Monthl y inc ~~~ --- -r-------~~~~-b~ ;--- -- - ------~ 3~~ h - T--
in b i r r ( $ ) : ----- ~~l-~-- ---:-~~ ;;;_~-i;-- --: Se x e s : Percent 

---~-~-__ i_~~~O~~~~~-:~~_~_!~=---- ~ ~~-r~---4 2 __ ~~--~ ----5~--- ~_-_- --~-4 . 7 
0 -$105 1 I 1 1 

- - ------ ---- --------------- -----1- ------- ----- -------T---- --r -- -T -- - --

_~~~_~=_~ 2 5 ~_ 1 1 8 2 2 1 I 2 0 3 ~-.-5-~~--1-----
$251-$500 111 I 7 1 118 I 30.9 

-------------------------!--------r---------T------r--~--------

above $ 5 00 5 1 - 1 5 I 1 . 3 
----------------- -- -------- ----------l--- -------- --------1----- ---------1" -------------- --------- ------ --------------

Total i 312 I 70 I 382: 1 00 . 0 

On the basis o f the data yie:ded by th is study. about : 5 

percent of the students had no monthly incomes. Seventy five 

?c~cent o ~ these s~ude~ts we~e f ema:e and the remain~~g 2S 

~er~ent we~e ~ale . ~. - ,- . ­.. '- ~-. - : :-.o.:;s: , t~::-_ 0 , 

we ~e in tr.e status of t : .... E:= i,;..!1employed cate~ory , these S!:"OL:.P 

have no regular monthly ~nc offie . 

Persons wi th monthly incomes of between $106 a nd $25 0 

c o nstituted 53 .1 pe r cent 0: the total sCi:nple . Tr.e secor.d 

largest gr oup of the student s we r e those wi~h monthly ~nccmes 

o f b e tween $250 and $500. The students with mor.thl y inc ome s o f 

at~ve $500 were under ~e?r e3ented :n t~e ~ opulati c n c ~ t~e 

correspondence students. And th o se stuce ~ts wit~ mo nthly 

inc omes o f between $0 and $ : 0 5 were tota ::y n o n-existent. 
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The un~er representation of students w~~~~~ ~~~: income 

category m:ght have been due to the fact tr.3t :hey sould not 

afford to pay for the courses. 

SOURCES OF FUNDING FOR THE COURS'S /S EX 
.- ....•. .... ...... T" ... -. ............ '''1-

1 Number 1 i3,:, :~, 

Sour ceo f fund i ng 1-···---·--- ·-·--··-1"···---·· .. ·----·-··----·---1 S 6- A E 3 t? ere en t 
1 Male 1 Female 1 I 

........ -.-..... ---... ---.-..... , ,.------r-.. - .----
Own income .1_ 296 1 30 ,326 I 85 . 3 

------·--·-------······-.. ·· .. t······-··-----,-.. ··----"-1"---'--, - '-"-"'=--
Spouse I 2 I 25 , 27 1 7 . 1 

··· --····---··--·--·-------·rl ---
Parent i 

, -----.. - r-' _ '--.-- .-.--._-
8 1 14 1 "2 5 . 8 

2rr,ployer 

':'otal 

"', ........ -··----1·--······---··· .. -.-- .-

1 

'r' -
1 

6 17 
--·· .. ·-r--·· .. -· --

3 1 2 7 0 222 

1.8 

100.0 

ALL ove rwhelmir.g maj0!"":t-y of c:--.e stu"::~;.::; t:-~y f o r the 

regu:arly. Consequently , ~hey :~ke:y ~3e sc~~ - ~ ~~e:~ montt:y 

inco~e to finan ce their co~~esponden ce ~o~~~e3 , 

A smaller proportion ( : 3 .7 percent) pa; ~ or t~e courses 

from sources outside o f themselves , Ar.-.ong tr.E cuts~de sources , 

spo~~es were the greatest prov iders o f fi~a~cia: assist~nce . 

~elatively very little came from parents , a~~ =esort to 

emp ~ c yers was very ~im:tE~ . 

It is interesting to note that t~ere W~~2 27 students (2 

::.3.1e and 25 femal-e; w~o ob~ai;~ed :~nG:::; ~~- -- t:-.e:r marital 



~artner to pay : o ~ the c o urses. 1: 3ee~s CU~: C ~3 tha: the two 

male students obtained funds from t~eir wives f o r the course , 

because in Et~iopia most men c o r-sider " le out of place to 

depend on the~r w~ves f o r f~nanc:~l suppor~. ? O ~ the female 

students , the second largest source fr om wh:ch they secured 

funds for the c ourses was t~e~!'" spouses. :-h:s :'s :: 0 be 

expected , because in Et~iopia , women normal:] depenc c n their 

husbands for financial and ot!1er support . :'his finding is 

quite interesti~g ln that, the husband or wi fe who is 

supportive of education seems to act as an encoura~ement to 

t ~.e s p0L.;.,se educat: c,.., . .. 
~ - the 

o bservations made by Houle ( .i. S::i C ) as c :::2d ir, Axf ord, 

( ~969:80) in ~is study o f adu:t learners is that, no ~atter 

~ 0W inte~se:y a~ ind~ v~ d~ a: ~5y ~esire t J :earn, ~e c r s he 

.' . - . 
C: :. "::;~jE: '::' "".)! '. _ co. : :::..: . .; .. -- : ,,- .. 

:1'- -- · -~1 
. . : .~ -, - - - ~ 

4.1 . 8 Residential Area of the Students/Sex 

Tab:e x:r ?~esents the distr:jution o~ the st~de~ts by 

area o f ~e5i~e~ce . 
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STUuE:N':'.3 A~SA Of RSSlSE~CS/SSX 

?:ace of Resicer.ce 
Male 

C;:'iJ.ntry side 1.22 

,--- - -----
Yotal _ L 3 12 

:ivec 

t 0 ..... ,;:-. .3 

i , 
, female I 

29 
I 

-----------1 
7Q 

Both 

':'71 

2 · , -" 
382 

Sexes 

I 
lPerce!1t 

I 

I 
-- I 

4t, . d 

55 , .:. 

100.0 

( abo~::: 

fl~~lngz of this study seem~~gly su~~orts the finding3 of the 

\ .... ,. .. .. , 

t.-:, ':: ':':=. :-.. -. ~- .~ -.::: •• -

- ::: :-. 1 ~ , 

::: ..., :: 

• - . -. ~ .=. 

cor:.~ espon1..len..:e .3cudents often .::one :ro;:'. ·.J.rban 

c.L: :e:- ed , :-:e concluced , ::-:a t !:"'easor.s d o !'lot 

: ~~..:. ..... ~~ 
., _.) .J _ 

pa:.-:ic:~at:vr. the - . e--: ..... .:a::.. ':":-. prcg.::-amJ-:-,e:: , 

, c 



the majorit y o f the correspondence students =e~pond t~at they 

live in rural areas than in t owns, because f or one thing , as 

the populati o n o f Ethi opia i:sel f is largely a rural resident . 

Rather , what is :ike':y 3~1-t=-::- : 3i:--~; is that -::e.::;p :' te t:-:e 1e35 

access to information that per sons in the country side had , 

about the availability o f ed~=ati0nal opp o::- :~~:~ies , o f~ered 

by the D . E . D. , they represented a r elatively : arse r pro porti o n 

o f the corre~~ondence pr ogra"me students ir. t h e country. 

Another reason that might have accounted for a larger 

proport i on of correspondence s~udent s in r~~al areas than in 

~rban ( t cwns; 2~eas , is t ~ a~ a~ Jverwhelm:~; ~a j or: ty o ~ t he 

~tudents we re gainful :y emp ~ 0yed (Tab le VI~:; I and that health 

',.;orKers and teachers wh o :ormed the larse= proportion o f 

co;'-y e sl?ondcnce students D . E. u :X, W2re 

4 . 2 . Reasons For Learning By the Correspondence Method 

~n the preced:"r:.; S2'::: :" -:'~., attempt :-.=5 :::een :nade i:o 

3tudents of the Distance Education Divisi = ~ ir. Ethi opi a . In 

re~ati on to this , Sidhu ' s ( : 98 4 ) st ate".e~.t is wo:cthwhile 

q L.otiiJ.g . According t o Sid:-~u ( 198~:283) , ";::-.': ce.s ires to kr.o w 

n o t me re:y tha t the sun ri ses :cesularl y i~ :he east , but why 

it rises in the east a~~ w~y : t _ ~ likely ~~ j0 so ~or so~e 

time to come . It is n o t ~e~e:y that certai~ ~henomena be~.a ve 

in certaicl ob~erved unif c~~ ~ays, but why :~ey behave as the y 
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do is als~ to be ~nown" . Thus , by analogy , after having known 

who the correspondence students o f the Distance Education are , 

it is necessary to investigate into the motives behind their 

:earning , and ~eason5 the st~de~ts ~ad f o r the~~ =toice o ~ the 

correspondence study meth od . The fol l ow i ng sections describe 

these aspects 0 ~ the correspo~~e~ce st~de~ts ~~ E~hi opia . 

4.2.1 The Educational Goals of the Students 

In order to know the students' objectives (mot ives) for 

undertak ~ng fu~the~ studies, t~e investigator prov~ded a list 

of it e ms which were indicat~ve c~ t~e possi~le ~0t ~ves o ~ t~e 

stucer.ts for :earning. Wherl. a.r.sweri:1g this -:jl:.esti c n , tr.e 

students were given the oppo~t~nity t o choose :rom among the 

several a:ter~at~ves ?r ov ~~e~, =~e o~e' s which t~ey be:~eve 

ind:cat:ve of :cr 

- . 
_l7a::'. ::-~ '; . ':'he OwT. 

f o ~ ':' ca :!:r::..~·s, -. 

inc:ctded in 1 i s t ::2:-:-:5, As W2.S expe:tec , each 

responde~t se~ ecteJ mo re t~5~ (~e ~eas o n as ~~e~~ ~otives for 

learning . Conse~uently , the eotal S~~ 0: respo~ses exceeded 

the t otal sample , and the Sct;T. o f percentages exceeded 100 . 

':'ab::'es , XIII a ~:.c X:V pr-eSe:-.t ':he res'-l.:ts c : ::::--. e cat3 on 

students' objectives for lea~~ ~ ~g . 



'l'AOL c: XlV 

08J IXT i VES fOR LEARNING AS RELATED TO SEX, AGE , AND LEVEL 

Ur SCrlOOLING COMc'Lr::TE;) 

(Percent with in each group) 

IS E'~ Age I t'vE' 1 " l' OUC all 0n 

OOJE'CtlVt'S (OIiP lpteCl 

:H& 1t' I Ft'lld 1e ]leSS 120 - 30 1]1-40 ,above 18 111 12 

I I than 20 ! I 40 I I 
I , I I I t 

Soc 1111 I , I 1 

o I 1nteraCtlo n ;10 ] ,. 1 15.4 11 ., t ' . 3 j20 . 9 i 13. '," . 2 . 20 . 0 

t I I 
>t'f vlce '0 

I u' 
t I ,I" I , 

11 ~OClety • t 
12 . 9 ]4 , 12 9 • 11' . 3 t 13 . 1 , . 1 I 

, 
!'fOTt'55 : ... ·":4 

1 ; 

,JI'"OUlO l ;('n : , 4 j1.4 3. , )j • 43 , 127 Oj 54 . 9 ;45 l' 3 : 

, 
"nuw~t>uge 

] : , , , I 
aC"'dnceIA;;>nt 0 , 1: , 11 , 10. , 30 0 11 0; ] 1 16 j 19 , 
_ .. 11 P St;?~1II , I I , conT l .. H· -:~ • .:lo .';I 21. 4 1.1 11 1 " 

, ~,j ; I j" 
, 17 Q :4 1 , 

~..::~ 1 d , 

4c ... ep:.an .. to ,I 4:) . 7 1> I 33. " 10 0'44 4: 31 4 '4'> 17 

,. a •• , 
116C ~ ~ (I,,, rid t " 

, ;, L " 
, 

" 
, " ) (\ ~t. 31°': , . ou 0 

I 

", ,,,( ... r .. 
I 4:23 0: ;;;4 " 

, 
o:'lIIp io yment. 4 14 3 51 . 7 H 10 - ~l:S ) 1 3: 0 

I I 

':.,ang wg 
, t , , I I I I 

Proft'SS lo n i 41 . 4 31. 9 11 . 4 19 ., t ,. 2 , lJ . °1
4 4 · '1 S6 . 9,'8 

, 10 'I 
Cert ,fJeatlon ; 6 ~ . 7 74 . ,3. 9 '" 8

1 
7G " 

I ,90 . I 
1

1
88. 2 ,81 

, 24 . 5 

t ouc:allona; 
t t I I , I . , I t I I 

supp l eillentat 10n ! l .ti ' . 31 1. 1 I " " . i 3. 91 3 . 3 6.' 

I , I 
, 

iota 1 nUJl oer I i I I I 
(N=30 t J 312 10 26 234 I 112, 10 jl:S 1 I" 1121 98 30 

J u(jging oy the number of student s wh o cllos e particular 

0r 01 the wIth which particular 
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(JDje~tlves 'were CfLOSc-:fJ , bl , J percent 01 ti-18 St.'..lClents responded 

tndc cne y SCuCJy In order co galIl an otrlclal1.. y recognized 

Cdl \""1i lCdte. '~nlS alternative was more freq,J,erlt among students 

O[ cne tllttclenc gral~e 1.8Ve.iS , ocr-tee c;,an ::nose who na(i 

com p.iet.80 the Ir senIor secondary level education. It is also 

:noce trequen::. o:T.or-g SCu.l;,e:--lCS wl tn in the ac;e sroups 0'::" between 

20 onll 4U yea rs . 10 15 IS ~ot surprising , since the certlficate 

ls~ued oy ~i2.LstaJ1C e Education Divis~on is officially 

recognized by the Ministry of Education , as ot equal value 

wIth that of the tormal school systerr:s (Di::D , 1982) The 

ax~~anatlOI'~ IS LL)dt , trle Ulstance Edllcati0n ~:vjslon is part 

a~G parcel of t~e Min~stry of Eoucacion. its courses are baS8ej 

on tne c:urrc-:f1t. currIculum and prescrIbed text.-books of the 

Mlnlst.ry , Wlt~1 sliynt mOljiricdtions. '~ncret.;:)re , as has been 

:-.0.:) s;,iccessiuJ.l y 

COmp1.8C ec::. a cerr.alO grade level wi tn a minimum of five 

::.;ULJ]2CLS , 1..CI1·ous;n co rrespondence can jOln trle equivalent grade 

~ev~~ in tne [orQ~i scnoa: s yst em . 

Aoout j, percent ot the students rcs?onded that the y 

.... eci. r:l lnorceL~ to pass examinotio!lS . -:~-.:'S a l.t ernative was 

by st.uuent.s across dltter2:1t grade levels , 

lrlCl.UO.i.rl-<j -ch ose who hdG completed their Ser.:..or se c oncar y le vel 



'/ / 

e,lucarion. Thes e group of students might be those , who , had 

been lailure s In trIe examinations ot the tormal school 

s ystem s , and were l earning in order to improve upo n the grades 

cne y a~reacjy haci , so as LO JOIn the next l a duer ot e ciucati on , 

oe it post-secondary educational institutions , o r t h e 

:...n imeU .L a C8 next graue l e vel ot schooling to wna t t.he y were In . 

Or as has been revealed by the nata on the occupationa l 

- -i:;,.a c; l\.'-{j-ro-unu ot tbe_ SULCl.eLLt_s ,-IDa Jori t-y of them were health 

wo rke rs , teachers , armed forces , c l erical/service work e rs . 

J.ILE:::se J.ndlvidu d .iS mIght have b een learning i n order to acquire 

nig!ler aCa(jemlC qualiticatlons tnroug h the Ethiopian Sc hool 

~edvlrlg Certllicat e ~xaminatlon , so as to leave the i r present 

Jobs for t he un Iv e rsity or take jobs in other s e ctors of the 

BeoLomy w'here ctleir superior d cademic qualit ications give them 

!)etter condItio ns of service and/or enabJ..e ~!1em earn better 

J.r . .... :CT,eS, i":b.i ;:)~ also , nls/r:er emp..1.oy~r:3 ex; ... act hlr.vner to 

UttGert.dKe turther 5tUGleS , or t.r.e !.:1d,:,vl~:L..a: .is feartul or 

D~CO~...tng Sl....a .1 t: , 

G~ t.(le ol....~ e r h6rl~1 , a re~aLiveiy large proportion ot the 

stuuents (about ~8 percent) respondecl that they are :earnlng 

witn t.he deSIre to secure empluyment . These students mi ght be 

t tlose , wno reported t o navt:: be 2 0 s'!:t...dents 1 n tr .. e toriila..i.. 

scn00 ...... S , Cina/ o r tn()se persons ' ...... 110 had not been employed , 

According to <'rosser (19/0) , ehe maJor cha r acteris tic o f these 

(jro:..i.lJ (t.ile unern[JloyeCl) , IS frustrat. ion , temperec1 by a th i rst 

tGr more learning . -rne mdln ca.uses of trlis trus t. ration include 



unemployment . 

In general , apart from uSIng c orrespondence course s fo r 

certificat i on pu rposes , t he students we r e studyi n g inor d er to 

pass grane level or E: . S . L . C . E: . examinations so , as to b e 

admi t t e d i n to higher e d u c ati onal inst i tut ion s , fo r s e c ur i ng 

emp~oymErlt , to secure professional a(ivancement , and inorder to . 

change from pr esent emp lo ymen t to a differen t on e . The y a ls o 

desIre" to use It In order to get respect trom thei r peer 

groups and other members of a soc ie t y. 

N"verthel"ss , the students seemed to be reluctant to 

C h OC 3B 3Lcn ob J8C t:;. ves as Knowledge a(jva~"'. ..:: ~;ner. t , SLi.pp:emen t 

Lor ti1 ~ IlJadequace previous tormal educatlor" and to be of 

service to society . 

4 . 2.2. Reas o ns for Choosing The Correspo ndence Study 

Me t h od In s t e ad o f Other f o rms Of Instructi on 

Ad~it ~ducation is charged wit h t h e responsibility of h e lping 

chosa b J ~rsons , wh o , tor various reasons ~bve been unable to 

continue the i r educ a tion i n the f orma l school s ystems , by 

oilerlng t h e senior seco ndar y co u rses th r ough corresponden ce 

(D0:0 , 1982) . 

In order to know exactl y wh at thes e CIrcumsta nces were, 

toe i~~vestlgator a3~E(j ene respondents as to W:1Y tney chose to 

:-; LL.; ~ 'y uy l...(lC correSk.J0ndeil Ce rr1ethod , Instead 0 :" other torms of 

l nstr.- t....ctll..)n. As was c. o nt1 In the prev:.. ~ L.s quest: o n , the 



students were instructed to select and lndicate trom among the 

~any reasons prOvlc2e(i , the one 's that led them to adapt this 

torm ot study . In addition to the list of possible reasons 

~ri..lvJ.(led , t.ne respondents were gIven an opport unity to state 

their o wn reasons , for their c hoice of the study form , if what 

SUILS Ln~ir taste was not included . HesIdes , the respondents 

were also gIven an opportunit y to select as man y reasons as 

possible provided that the students belIeve it is the real 

cause behind his/her choice of the study form. Table XV , 

iurl1ishes the (ia ta . 
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TA8Lt:: XV 

Hl::ASQN;; F\m CHOOSING THE COhHES PONlJENCE STUD Y METHOD 

--·----r--·---- I 
t<easons 

i.J~t erred r' i Li"12 l JdtUlt? 01 my J O D tr 0m 

dt.t.enc.arnj cl a sses rc-:gular ly 

,,,,,cause ot t.h e o pportun i t y 1t prov1des 
to Stll<lY i n my o wn t1me and at my o wn 
pac e 

, Nwnoe r 

219 

IPerc e n t ot 
1 tota~ 
I sample 
I (N:3d2) 

,/ . 3 
-------,--------

187 48 . 9 
_ .... _-._--_._---------_._----- ------- -----r 

.L enables me to earn while lear~ing 

oe~ause 1 preler to stud y in my own 
_. --- _ .. _._._- -_._-_._-------------_ ... _-_._------

j 11 ,Jr(l er Lo compl y Wl t.n tne w i shes 0:;: 

0tii er peop.J.e wh o have int..LLienC~ In .... l~e 

I 167 43 . 9 

'j 6 19 . 9 

' j 4 1 9 . 4 
-- _._-------- ---_ .. __ ._----_ .. _------ ---._--_._-------- -_._- _._,--------:------_._._._-

Uet erreCl tram attending classes beca~se 
ot age and/or higher so c ial p os ition 73 19 . 11 

decause 01 ln~ opportunity it provides 
~.0 iear~ s~bj~Cl.S 01 ~ y own choice 

o c ... :ause. or t.he lnaccessio.Le ell~cati o rla.J. 

lc1Cl..i.l t.:"f:''':''; • n t .ne a'!:" c .:-a 0 : rr, ] :" e=, ... , ; f:"..:.:e 
VJ.. t J ~C1\..."''': (,J". W \.)1" r< 

Gc~bUSb l~ e~a~l cS me Lo ~~t. rlO 0: 
pt! YS lCd ~ c;onr r o n t ati ons 

---- --- - ------ _ .. __ . __ . __ .- ._-_._ . _._------_ .. __ ._--
... JCL.dU. ..... t: ~n 'i ~l\""C1 1... (11;:;d0..L~11.....i.eS : ·.~n~ 1 E:!"e(1 

f[1t'1 j .cOrTL a r.r.8 ndlng c la.:;se~ 

.. - -···--·-----·--·--T----···-·-----·--

: : . 3 

; J . . / 

T ---------,------.. ---

1 . 3 
._-------- _. --- --_ .. --------.------ ----.---. - ----- ._------ --, ._-

As can 012 seen t .c o m ene Cd::a in ' .. "' dble XV , ene prea o;Tllnollt. 

stud y method 1S that due to t ~e natare o f work (job) tne y were 

:1e y from a ~. tend::' ns cl as se s 

regularly . be it o n part-time or fuil-time basis . This :lnding 

saLlS i le s one ot t~le genera~ purposes of tn e cor re sronden c e 
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"n3tructlon , which accordlng to Allen (lS71 :8"1), 1S that it 

appeals to people who have a desire to learn , but who, are 

u~able to enjoy the luxury of going away to school , leaving 

a JOD anej stleclolng pers o nal and financIal responsibilities . 

The second and third reasons chosen according to the 

3t~~ents prererence were "because of t~e opportunity it 

f-'.fOVll18S to stud y In my own tIme arld at my own pace . " (48.9 

__ percentJ ,-dnd i)eCdUSe it enabLes me co earn and learn 

11 da W~ Sd~ In our prevIous disC~SS10!~ (see Table VIII) , 

a:: 0 verwnelmlLCj mdJori t:y ui: :::".e s:.·...,i.\-:!ents " .. ;ere c;ainfully 

e;;-,~-, .... uye(l, t.nel. ] t 1S J.09jC Cl ,~ 'C0 rea~; .... ')r. 'L;,at 1:;'! 8 same students 

would preter to study by the correspondence method, because 

\",,:1'-1 COL...L":'; hO..l.d their J0DS wh~,_e laa:-r,lng, T:-,ese students may 

--:'':::l,;.6l..1.Y have con3:.deraDle p.ro:ess:..or.a 1. , soclal. ar.Q ramily 

r.:3::e6~i, ::nt2y want ::0 adapt 

::;It.::: ... r ~;'(,U(ji t.O their lIving aLe! wO~'<lng cond1tions . Thus , it 

mig:lt be [jue to tnese practIc~l reasons , trldt these students 

p:reLerred , the correspon<1ence methoeJ ot study , as it gIves 

:: :1 t2iT1 tC1e treedo:n to pdce their st'U,:ies dS tne y can and want 

:'0 . .lne Il nd~. rjq 01 t.nIS study seem to con;:' lrITi , what 3earrlsle y 

(1'97:> :1 '.31) wrote about the needs of aCl'Jlt students . ri e said : 

lne (ldl .. ..1.'l.. llceus to lL:"'2,;:-at.s L~S s~,udJ..es treely 
Wlti:1. n::..3 eV21-yc:a y worlZlr'.g anci .3(..:J.OJ.. ac:::,:"vltles i t1e 

nee(jS a Ve.fY l.iexlo12 :llcctns ot gaIning new 
knowletlye dnci SKills ; one , wh:..ch allows hlm to 
::.;t~.iy 21',. d t. .~rn2 an ~ l P i. dCE:- at rllS o\...;r, cnooslng. 

-
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Aboul LU pclrCE::nt 01 the students provlcled as reasons for 

their ctlOice of the correspondence study method , the fact, 

that they were attracted by the opportunity it provides to 

stud y independen tly. The explanati on is tha t , the 

correspondence programme students of Distance Education 

~lvision , recognize tne fac t that studYlng independently 

develops initiatives ior learning and by implication, 

maturity. In relation to this, Harper (1971 : 12) noted , that 
I 

the correspondence student, given all necessary assistance , I 
but compelled to obtain everything else for himself , or write 

llUL hls questl lins and walt tor the wriLten answers is led to 

investigate, to De inc;.ependent in his stuc.:y and to have 

cOlitHlence in the resu lts of his own invest.igation, which the 

student who nas cor,std~·.t r~course to his instructor does not 

;10 \.I C: , 

()D~8(:Llve , I.e; to ellU C a~& o~der people arle! those wno (io not 

ndve an 0~pOrtUtli~ y to euucate cnemselves in a formal school 

systems , because o f their hlgher social responsibilities and 

positions, In addition co ttlis , as was revea l ed by the dat a on 

stuuC!nt c haracceristlcs , maJority or the students were 

marrlea , had children, and that some of them were found to 

:"ldVe beer: ~;upportea by tn~lr spo~ses to ti~ance tne courses . 

,nese studenLs , mlgnt r.av e Deen obliged to obe y the wishes of 

theIr mdrlLCi..l partners or fami l: es to learn by tne 
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correspondence method. 

Abou t llt teen percent of the students had chosen the 

correspondence stud y me tClod , because of the freedom it allows 

LG .l=a r rl sUOJ~Ct5 ot one's c wn choic e . Th8 explanation is that 

1n contrast to t he formal school systems , where students are 

required t.o l~dL- n a relat.lVe.L Y large number ot subjects , wi th 

in each grade le ve l of the senlor sec o ndar y schools, the 

number of subjects to be studled by the correspondence 

students of the Distance Education Division depends up on 

thelr prescribed learning goa ls . 

~nat is , If the aojectiv e of the correspondence student 

1S " to pass trom grade to grade , he/she must take a minimum of 

tlve subJects ' , (D~D , 1982:7). And "if it is for the purposes 

of revisIon or enJ ightmenL. , the student can register for a 

c o~r s e 01 c o~ r3es 01 graue _evels ne h~ s a l r~ady passed ir: tfie 

CU(l V02L : :' ,, [".a. _ .~t-:co ['.t:a r y S":: :-. "::·O .... .;) 0 1 ;:: ::H- "::O <..l. :'- Se S o f eql..liva ... E :l.:: 

, ·t 
':.i(a ~ l~ .ltVI;:': .... : .... "': ... S E-!nt.. ~ .... _12,: 1.. 0 J01:. ~ (le l.Orma .l SeC O r.(la~:y 

SChOO ... ::) 

nt/Ol..t e.iBVI:!!. per..::€=r-.:. ( ; i. toe stunents nad chosen t:1. e 

correSpOn(1etlCe s tudy metn o d Decau s e of tne inaccessibilit y of 

c~ass r00m Leaclllng la Cl~:Ll es be it , a ll part-time or tul : -

ti me OdS1S , In dr-edS of t:le:'r resicience , an%r p lac e of wor;.c , 

'J.hlS tlrlCllny sec-m to just.lfy what was ones stated ]n the 

SeCtion ot tne GendC'dl Information Bulletin , D2D 

ll~oL) , by Ato Glrma Ge~eyenu ' e then , Head of the Distance 

t.<lUCdt.lon Oivislt..J l' .1.t1 Etr. io t;- ~ , a(ju~c studerlCs hac ~.J stay 
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away from their families and friends , and had to suspend their 

~ork In order to pursue their education I n conventional 

seconelar y sc h ools . I n fact , the onl y fe w luc ky and a bl e one s 

COUlcl Cirtoro La Citten(i these lormal schools . " , Thus , the 

choice ot this reaso n b y the students i s log ical a nd clea rl y 

... ;2fr,(Jnst..rat.et; tne contrlbutlon maCle by tile correspondence 

programme , otl'ered b y th e Llista n ce E:ducation Division i n 

;le' .... plng t.nose persons who , eQui.d not , otherWlse receive the 

eo,,",cation t he y desired because of the absence of suitable oral 

rU]L~O rl , In the race-to-iace sltuation. 

'r ne ~dst of the least important reaS0t~S accor(jing to the 

..:.i t. ..... :..~t'r,l...s pr-elerence , mlgLlt. nave been given by student.s , who , 

were pnysically incapacitated in one way or another. Inspite 

<..-:'l.. t..ne SITtCi.l.i nllIrtDer of stude:,cs who chOSt it (1 . 3 percent) , 

:: ( 1 ].. .3 I.t:-3':;(.'{1 W0. 3 :';-J ,pOCLdnc to learners l .. ,.ino were toO 1.1...l. or 

.... -:c-: ... , ~c ' .. 0 d;.. t . 81.lf regU .ldY C ~a.:;.Jc.3 . 

4. 3 React i o n o f Th e Stu de n ts Toward s The Corre s p ond enc e 

Prog r amme 

s t.Uden Ls were a s,.;:ed to pHI pOint the maJor 

l11i: :':lcult':'es they found ther,s elves contronted with while 

.~C IJ. . i~;.>.j ~ , y t.ht:'! c:orreSp(ln~len C e method , as "",,'ell as to s uggest 

\:.:18 meccanlsms through Whll.:h c.nese proolems cou ld oe res ol ved . 

proc;ramme , oftered lOy the Distance 
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TABLE XVI 

STUDY PROBLEMS IN CORRESPONDENCE COURSES 

Per ce ntage of 
Problems* IJumber of the total 

re spo nses sample (N=382) 

Delayed feedback in tutors 
comments 293 76.7 

Environmental Difficulties 
(Unfavourable condit i ons) 259 67.8 

Lack of face -t o face contact 
with tutors & fe ll ow student, 198 51.8 

*Since most student mentioned more than one item sum of 
responses exceeds t otal sample, and sum of percentages 
exceeds 100 

As ca n be see n from the data i n Table XVI, a relatively large 

number of the correspo nde nce s tu de nts (about 77 perce nt), indicated 

that delayed feedback in tutors com~e nt s the major obst acle they 

found themnse lv es co nfronted with while l ear ning thr ough the 

correspo nden ce programme, offered by the Distance Educati on 

Division. This shows that the corresponde nce programme students 

me studin Ethi op ia, are seemi ngl y dissatisfied in the frequency 

and spped of the feedback system provided by the Dis ta nce Edu cation 

Divisi on. 

The explanation is that, majority of th e students were found 

to be l oc at ed in rural areas, where the main means thr ough which 

the two-way communication between students and tutors co uld ta ke 
pl ace, i. e; the postal se rvi ce, is le ss accessible. Thu s, in a 
deve l op in g co untry like Ethiopia, where comm uni cation network 
facilities are not develq:B:1 , the inadequacy of postal services and the long desistance the 
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JnSLIU~L.lOnal mdterla.1S have to travel , mlgnr. have contributed 

to che low t.urn-round tIme ot assignments tor co rr ection. 

v nlh~r ~iuch COn(iltl0ns , it ma y take we eks or months tor the 

l:urn-rOunC1 tIme ot tutor comments on the asslgnr.tents sUDmitted 

ror correctlon by students , through the post oftice , 

Tnis tindir.g seem to tally with the out-comes of 

"ekkec1rtl's ,19'/b) experiment , In an experiment carri ed by 

Rekkeddl~978) at NKI in Norway, o n the effects of the turn­

rouncl Lime of the written assignments , he investigated that 

irrespective of wnich group the students belonged to , they 

';:'i~c:meCl to...) i)& sat.,i sf ied wi tiL the tLlrn-round :.ii'7l8 of one week or 

less, more tl,an one week seemed to result in a l a rge 

pro[jortior, ()t tne students becoming dissatisfled, Holmberg 

t i. '3d:) a.1so nutec , tnat sct..:.dent:S seem to aCCept and ~rotit 

.. ..... adtr.'s 

(.1.'::3/-1:) stl.ny ci.i.S0 c o rL:icme~:i ~hd.t a 3Ulf:c.:.) .. y [-liCjrt trequency or' 

students chat he/she makes progress , and l.eac;. s a studen t to 

"reater success th~n low freq~enc y of turn - rounej time . 

Moreo v er , deardsle y (1975 : 2U4) innocated :nat the shorte r the 

la!?se 01 LIme between Lhe e xchange of the communIcation , the 

tJetter . it studerLts have to wait up ~o ~wo or three weeks 

Detore r~~ponses to q~estions anej reactlOll LO work submitted , 

::ue ettectiveness ot ::.he s ystem can be JeuparC:i zed. 



'j' rl1S shows that delays 1n the turn-round time of tutors 

comments and distribution of other study materials might 

lii<e~y dIsrupt students study patterns , and may result in high 

drop-out rate , anei lower comp .... etion rates amor.g the 

correspon,ience students of the Distance Education Division . 

Anot!lt3r reason that could be ment:.. o necl. as to the de l ayed 

leedbacK on tutors comments may be because of the heavy 

reliance at the Dis tance Education Di vision on the services of 

part-time tutors to whom stu,ients assignments are submitted 

to r correction. In relation to this , Dodds (1983) not ed that 

tht advantage 01 par t. -time tutors include , the difficulty of 

contro l over scheduling, speed and quality, the consequences 

or which are the delay in the turn-round time of the 

dssignments submitted for correction , The explanati o n is that , 

ell,r,cl the Ci:'.j~;llJnments may reae n t.:-;e pa::t-t lmE: t.utar wilen he 

is ~WA y, o r he/soe mdY be coo GUsy :n ~~s/tler ~u~: - t~me Job , 

JY ne/":>Ilt:: 15 qUIte ~;.A.mt- ' .• y n ot. SL. : r.1c ::, enr . .i. y lnt-erest- ed and 

CO;tlml er:ed to tne s"Cud,ents , eo Doener co try co Keep eo the 

HeKks'ldl (l~JeJ has also lnvestigate,! tha t one of the big 

problems which occur wherl using part-t ime tut or s is that the 

t.. urn - 1 0 und LIlT,€:: J . 8 ; t..ne lapse ot t.:..me : rom t he point wnen the 

S tuoen t senos in hl s/her an s wer un til he/she gets it back tram 

l.:.(;c-; ~;Ci·1 C) Ol W.lt(1 t.he tutors C0iTuTlent.s on :t - will be re.J.atlvely 

long. 

1'his shows ~tlat on e at toe baSiC ingredients at dIstance 
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tutorlng seems to be lacking in the correspondence programme , 

otfered by the Distance C:ducatlon Division, Th us , wa ys of 

of f ering qui cker pers onal ad v ice a nd help to ind i vidu a l 

correspon(Jence students , ln response to their specific 

problems and needs is cruc i al , a s to mi n imize the severit y of 

U.e probl em forwarded by the correspondence progr amme stude nts 

of the Ulstance Educatlon Divislon , 

The second major problem the students found themselves 

conlror.te(1 with while learning by the cOl-respondence method 

was erlvirotlmental difficultl e s , or prob l ems arising from 

ull1.avouloole condi tIons , sucn a s the ..laCK o t t i me to study , 

tamily problems , and poor pnyslcal set~lngs , 

Slnce maJorlty ot the correspondence students of the 

Distan~e EejucdtlOtl Divislon were tound to De employed , 

iJa1t'rltS , c, llU s..J.t...u.ated In ttle count.y Slee, t .... ,:5 t:.rhjins has to 

be expect.eo. Because corre~por.c;ence stu(,:..y I e spe ci a~':"y for 

;~(10Se W lt. fl dvm~::;tlc and wcr:.<. responslbl.l.i1..iE:::S, 15 on ex'Cremely 

demanding way to acnieve their learnlng goals , as it re~~ires 

ot.ner {.hings " the eXlscence of an environmental 

conducive to stud y , n amel y , a private , qUlte and well - li t 

"looms (Beardsle y , 19J~ : 204) Howe ver , it is unlikely t o be 

true at the maJority of the correspo n dence programme students 

oi t.r1e ulstance t.(iucation DIvlsion , t o nave these facilities . 

.uacr<. ot lace-to-tace c()n~ac t wit!l tutor s dud tellow 

si..Li.d~nt:s v.idS cne thIrd majCJr proolem ioent.:;,;,:.:;.eo by the data o n 

sr..Ullent reactions . Regarolng tree problem or isolatIon , Dodd 
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(1983) hds noted that students stU(jYlng alone at home, far 

lram theIr tut.ors , have no inunedlate source of help , no one to 

answer questions a bout things they do not understand , and no 

one to seek encouragement. trom. This is also true of the 

correspondence students in Ethiopia . The students indicated 

that. they do not even have the support ot tellow students 

experiencing similar difficulties since they are scattered 

over vast areas through out the country. 

Thus, the problems identified by th e correspondence 

programme students 01 the Distance EducalOion Division might 

nave been emanated from the weakness i nherent in the 

coYr~s~(>ndf=rlce method ItseLf I and are not typical of the 

corres pondence programme, offered by the Distance I::ducation 

to Dc emp~o ye{~ in o rder ~() over c ome ::hese 

process of tne DIstance ~(lUCdtion DiVISIon , ~tl e responses were 

vel y llmi teCl . 



CHAPTER - fIVE 

~. SUMMARY. CONCLUSION. AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

The purpose of the study was to investigate into some 

cnaracterlstlcS , reasons tor pnrtlcipation , and study problems 

of a group of students 1n Ethiopia, namely, students who have 

D"en enro~l"d and pursu1ng their senlor secondary level 

courses through the correspondenc e pro gramme , offered by the 

Ul!:.;tanCe l::ducatlon Division of 

Educatio n . 

the Depar tment of Adult 

J~ore speci11cally , the stud y wa s carried out on 560 

cOL'respondence stu(]ents of the Insti t u t Ion who were found t o 

OE:: CiCt.1VI2 , t).Itt.i~ JUrl2 1,,:'2/93 academIc year. 

An instrument for data collection , name ly , a 

qUodst.lonnalre WiiS prE:t:Jare(l dn(j usee] In the study . The 

q_estlonrlnlce were ljlstr:D~ted to the toeai samp:e of tne 560 

.:; ::, u~ J ~nts 0;:: t.:,<2 corre.:i t.- c;L CJenC2 educatlon pr c gra.;":1IT:e ot the 

,J:.scance t..lJ.IlCatlOn uiv:'.3:,,);t :.h~ 0 Ug~ mail . C-....:. ::. cf ::.:1e ::.otal of 

~oU que~tlOnnalre sent , j8L questionnaIres were returned came 

bac'( tilled In correct.':"y , i . e ., a respoLse of 68.2 percent , 

;,! " , was t a ken to be s at is ta ctory. The 382 students who 

co;npleted and returned the questi o nnaire f ormed the sample 

popuLaclon 01 &hlS sc uc'y. 

l n l11e arlalYS1S 01 data , the responses secured to each 

item ot the questionnaire wer e ::aoulated and 

ues--.:rloed Dy tJr8sentlrig t.he percent responded 'Co the Items 

wltrl ltl edC rl category of t.he varido les lnvesc:gated . 
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'rn us, t ram what has been <1iscu5seo In the preceding 

sections, following are the summary and conclusions of the 

m"lln rIn(ilngs of the study f ollowed by recommendations , based 

upon tne analysIs of tne data collected trom the 

correspondence programme students. 

5. 1 . Summary and Conc lusi o n 

382 

1. CJ r the 38 2 students who were actively pursuing their 

education through the correspondence programme , offered by the 

J is tance I::du c ation DIvision , 81.7 percent were male , and the 

remaining 19 . 3 percen t were fema l e. That is I the 

corres ponu e n c e programme students of che D . E . D are 

predominant~y male, a nd the female students are gross l y under 

y e ~l' esenteu . 

. 1. ; ,;:"~Lm:.':i ,) 1 aSe , fl8dl...i..Y two-thir(l S v t C:"18 student were 

Wl~=l :rl tnrl ase cdteg o r y o t between 2 0 d~ (j ~ O years (abou t 68 

ann 4 U y ears of aye. Students wi t nin t.he age categories ot 

De~(Jw ~ ( l an~ above 4 0 years were largely ~nder represented. 

Thus , since the students were concentrated neither in the 

youngest (below 20 ) nor in the oldest (above 40) age groups , 

ou t rathe r In til e mi ddl e age group (between 20 and 40) , it can 

De con clude d that the corresponden c e programme students of the 

Discance I::ducaci o n DivIsion al'e relatively young adul ts . 

J . Md Jorlty of tne corres pondence programme students of the 

Oistance I::duc acl o n Di vision were found to be married (77. 5 



percent) , nad more cnat one chll\lren ('14 . 6 percent), dnd had 

rl i--ctJ.u J(10 LdU . i percent.) '{ nus , 1 t apb-'ea r s tha t :i nc:cea sing 

tamily resporlsiI)lllties are associated with increased 

parl...1C1t-'dt.lon III ~clucaLlL)na.l- aCt.lvltleS, posSIbLy because the 

demands of a larger fam11y on limited income might have led 

these persons to use correspondence educatIon :in an attempt to 

increase chelr earning capacity . 

The combinatl0n 01 tamily life , work and study is by no 

means eas y, but if it can be done , its advantages to the 

~earner are great. He avoids the (lislocatl0n that often occurs 

in tamily 11te and career when he l eaves home and work to 

unQer" t.6~e Iu~l-tlme euucatlon in t.he conventional secondar y 

schoOLs . And the experience he gains while sci 11 partlcipating 

ir. worK brill ld1Tdly atlairs may gIve hIm WI der perspectIve, 

the t.flyee roles 

t"ic-ctVlt=.[ UU':'<..l~!. Ot. :lI ITl . >~ any a t.lm e , t.ne ti".ree roles C.L6Sh .?irj(: 

1: :-_e S1:uuent o t::'t=!l. Ilnlis himselt in a ni':'ei7";na d:S to whlcn r o":"e-

ne 5nOU~(1 S6tlSty at tGe 8xpense 01 ot~!ers. But since famIly 

and job are genera 11 y regarded a s more importan t , the tendency 

Io r iildny bJ80ple is to sCtcY"ltice study when t here is a cla.sh . 

'rnis may exp lal n In part the reas on why sturlents rlelay in 

_~erl(ll;-Ilj t.j-12Ir asslgnmencs and 1n some cases decide t.o d.ropoL:t 

ot tne course completely. 

" . lnterms 01 che levels ot forma.l education completed by 

--' 
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students , betore joining the correspondence programme , by far 

the largest group (31.9 percent) had 10 grades of schooling , 

the next largest group ( 25.7 percent) had 11 grades and thi r d 

cargest (21.2 percent) had 8 graoes and the tourth largest 

(13 .4 perc e nt) 9 grades ot schooling. Students who had 12 

gra<les o[ schooling were small en nu:nber l).13 percer.t ) . By 

c;J.o~er ana.l.ysls al tne data, it can be (ilSCerned tnat cnere 

--"lLe_ cwo disclnct classes o t students , one with a relatively 

n1gh level ot schooling (Complete lower senior secondar y 

,evel , l.e , complet e grade 10 and above) , and the other with 

c reLatlvely ~ow leve.l. of schoolIng (lncomplet e lower se~ior 

secondary l evel of school:ng, i . e ; 1ncomplete grade : 0 and 

oelow) . Th us, students in the tormer category seem to 

t?dL" t i ci pdte in the c o rrespondence p rogramme , o ffered ::: y the 

Ji=iLcdlCE:: L .. 1UCctt.lo n Div lsion tllCiJ1 0 0 t:1e lotte~.- I the pro;or-.::o n 

;)ei~g b~ .4 percent antj 34 . 6 percen~ , respecclvely . 

.l.earnln(j Dy cort-espondence , the rerr~dlning 13 . 9 perce:-.t: were 

are employed seem to be more Int.erested t o receIve their 

~enl(n~' seco nuary level courses througl"l t.n e corresporloence 

pCO(Jramme tnan t:he unempl o yed and tt.e hou~:;ewives . 

Mbout J1 perce~L of the em~lo yed corresponcience students were 

(lealth a SsLsta nts , at)out 2 3 perce:lt were teachers , a~d :6 . 1 

werE:: drme<l lorces , an(1 1 2. . 1 per c erlt wer~ clerIca l/service 

workers . Ingene r al, majority of the correspondence s:udents 

-----+ 
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were employed In a white collar occupations . 

~ . 03 . 1 percent ot the 31:l2 correspondence studen ts had 

monthl y incomes o f between $105 and $250 , and abou t 30 percent 

0 1 tne students had between $20 0 and $00 0 per month . Persons 

with monthly incomes of less than $105 were under-represented 

:in tile population ot the correspondence students. It was also 

tound that about 85 percent of the student s pay fo r t he 

courses out of tl181r own resources . 

In general , tne data on the educationai , occupational , 

anu t lD ctnCla .l bacKground 01 th e students revealed that persons 

()~ 11igh sOC10-eC()[lOmic status seem to par=iclpate more in the 

corr eSp(}lH1enCe educatlon p rogramme , otter&.:J by th e Distance 

I::ducation Dlvision, than individuals of low socio-economic 

.:; t. C!. tU ~; . 

M 1 e..L.dLIV~J.y .[di g€:: rJUj7,oer ot t.; l e cur:::"c,S t;:. 2Ir.CJ.ence student.s 

c::.lTle t.o ttle prc)gl"dr:1me tl(im rural. a :-eas ::5 . 2 percent) th an 

As to mo tives , more s tudents seem :'0 be stL..dying t v 

5f=CUJ.."e on 0I tlcl a..L.J..Y re c\.lgn.J.zed certitica:.e (67 . 3 percent) i to 

?ass examinatlons (46 . 3 percent) ; to attaln competence for 

08LLt:r Jobs l . e ; to change trom present occupation and/o r 

e:r.ployment to a di t ferenc one (39 . 1:1 pe~cent:) ; ::0 obtain 

?rotessiona.l promotlon (34 . 6 percentJ ; wnere as reasons like 

knoWl.edye tor its o w:) sa.ke , e(jucdc tonal. 

~Uf.>l?..l..8;-;!~llL6Llo n , gaIn selt-esLeern an <! cor.:::lence , seemed to 

:-.dve ~ itt l e co n o with r..rle sc uae nt s moc],ves f o r ':"c arn i ng . 



rrom tnt: t..ype 01 00Jf=CCIVeS stu(jents 'Jove tor undertaKlng 

[urther stuui es , it ca n De concluded that most of them were 

rlOL likely to remain continuous learners. 1'hese stu(~ent s seem 

to cedse ~ear~lng as far as they ach1eve tne purpose for which 

they , jesired learning . This was further evidenced by the fact 

that onl y aDout 9.2 percent of the stu~e~tS responded that 

they study to know something new and broaden thei r minds . 

If the students' o wn verdic t is dependable , then the 

practitioners at the pr og ramme in the [)istance Education 

D1v1sl0n anc] other concerned persons 1n the Ministry of 

G(lUCCl.t.lon , wr.o ~}roVl(le th e programme a::.-e toi .... i ng in one of 

their most impOrtant l)uties I namely , to if,a~e people wa nt to 

contInue learning. 

b . 11:"- LC W!,y -cue st.U\ll~t·,ts crlose tne cor::-£::.3;'': ~ ... :ence method ot 

:"=:'.3t86 vi: ot lrlS:::'~::-: ::' ( ." most th e 

\:)! . 3 pe,::c02rlt i 

pi,eCe Dt;?ca:...;.sc it end:.)':"es r;-,e to earn wni le 

StUOYll'lg " (43 . 'j percent) ; and "becaus e I preter to study on my 

own (19 . 9 percent) . 

'rhus , l.rom the pr e dOITilnant reaS O!1S stt,.;,dents gave for 

thei r choi ce of the stuay form , supported o y the findings on 

th~ stU(len~s obJect.lves tor learrl:r.g , and student 

ctlaracteristics , it was concludeu tha.t :.ne correspondence 

eUuCotlon pr ogLdmme , altered by tee :';:"'s ':ance Education 
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~lV1Slon In ~thiopia , IS prImarily chosen as a means of study 

b y pers o ns WilO, because of family situatlon , vocational 

engagement or other obligations , were n o t able to take 

acvantage oc edu c ati onal ofters which demar.d regular class 

a t tendance. 

'l'her8iore , altllough tner e were certain studen t s who 

;rl~ n t i oned c urrent lack or past lack of educational 

opportunlt ies because of inaccessibility of rural areas , most 

of the studen ts rated convenience as the main advantage of the 

method . Tnat is , the students o t the correspondence education 

;:>rogramme , o ffered by the Dis tance Education Division are 

~r8domlnantl y, those wh o wi ll not, otherwise have been able to 

cont inue their education in conventional secondary schools, 

~ : ~e to Iamlly , social , vocational responsibllities , or other 

...,. ;)l.lgacl o ns . 

~. n~gor (llr,g tne ma] c)r (il~rlcuLties studen t s tound themsel v es 

cont r on~eu With Llurlr.g tC.c l r stud y proce 3 5 , most o f them 

::":1 ... nCbt.ec (H::d ayed l~eClDack in tutors commer:;:.s (80 per c ent) I 

envIronmental. dit ti ct.: ..... tleS , particulariy .... aci< of suffic ient 

time to study , personal and tamily problems and unfavourable 

conditions (70 percent) , l a c k of face-to-face contact with 

tULO[ S anll fe llow students (~(J percent). 

{hus , if the students own verdict is accepted , the D.E . D of 

t.rte :.JepartiT,ent 01 Adult t:ducation in Ecniopi a , seemingly 

:ailed to satisf y one of the gen e ral functions of distance 

teacning in sti tutions. That is, it seemed to have tailed in 
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providing learning materials reqularly, assuring frequent 

contact betwee n students and tutors, and orga ni zing support 

serv ice - such as study groups among students, and other 

forms of human contact between students and the institution, 

which were found to help the enrolled student to persevere 

with the ir courses . 

5.2. Recommendations 

The following recommendations have come out of this 

study: 

1. The Distance Education Division is today organized into 
• 

five panels: course development panel, Tutorial panel, 

Guidance and Counselling panel, Radio end TV programme 

producers panel, and Registration and Records Panel. 

lnaddition to these, it would have been good if the 

Distance Education Divisi on sets up an Evaluation Panel, 

to assess the effectiveness of its various programmes and 

activities. This panel would for example, work out and 

stude nt s ' response to each lesson in terms of the number 

of response sheets subm itted by them and the qual ity of 

their performance. Sim il ar l y, they can find the students' 

real reactions to the programme, persona l contac t 

programmes, frequency of the two-way comm unicati on and 
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other activities organized by the Institute. 

The most common complaint from students was the delayed 

feedback in tutors comments. So , devising means of 

rnHl1m1sing these problems 15 crucial to the effective 

operation of the correspondence programme of the Distance 

l:;duca t.l on iJ1vis10n . One at the basic assumptions 

unaerlying these problems was , that the postal service 

wInch the institution utilizes as the main method o f 

offering the programme to the students is too slow or too 

Unre.l.ld.'::';..le , Thus , Inorcter to Just1fy whether the 

assump t ion made is correct or not, it :. S re corrunended 

lhat , tn8 Ulstance EducatIon Uivis lon , through its 

~valuatlon panel and/or research personnel, to organize 

c:'t Slmp.1e t.est or the postal system, by posting careiS or 

o ther .Learning materIals to persons III a number ot 

Ullier81lt plctCE::S tnrough out. the country, an..:1 asr<ing them 

to post: tnem oacr<. , recordi ng the dates t:--.ey d r e post ed 

an(1 dellvered bock to the DED , and checking as far as 

possible the n umber lost . This may heip the institution 

to know the average length at time from the date on which 

the insti tution posted ttle study materials until the y 

were l-eturned t..o toe instl Lutl on. It the turn -ro und time 

at the material we re found to be too slow or too 

Url .fel.i.Cl u J e , CiS WdS a ~; sumed, tilen t he institut ion r.as to 

loo k t or ocner methods of reachIng students . Amon g the 

il ,a/li ... , .L1...8r rldt l ve m(~th od s may be inc .... u , jecl , ofLcial 
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transport.s , commercial delivery systems (su c h as those 

us ed for newspapers , Deer or soft drinks) , 

Another a 1 terna t 1 ve method t or overcoming these 

problems may be , to decentra li ze tutori ng b y setting up 

a networ k of local study centres through out the country, 

I n the Distance Education Programme, th e Awraja 

Pedagogical Centres can serve as a mini-centres where the 

st udents can be pro vided the study materials, and where 

the y can deliver to r correc tion and receive c orrect ed 

assIgnmen ts tor sL;J.Jmission . In this case , it is important 

li sho r t t,erm trair.lng programmes have to be a rranged for 

the coon:linators of the Awraja Peda gogical Centr~s a nd 

othe r concerned officials in the Oistrict Education 

oJ:tlces , ;: 0 mdKe them familIdL' Wlt.n the Di-SCdl"lCe 

LdU (; ctt . .1 Cl fl r. \njra.mrl(C 6,.1..1 6 1 :-: 0 t o have t,((ei:-, t.o s erv e a s an 

:n":po .; tat ~ t li nk in tn 2 crldlr:. 

iClucation 01V1Slon 1::3 o pera t.ing courses at secondary 

.leve..!. lor pf::rsons Wft c, for v arI OUS reasons have been 

unabl e to continue their education i n the conventiolla l 

c;chools , Within 1~ years ot it s operation (October , 

19'/8/'/9 - June 1992/93) , about .. 6bO O students have been 

e nro ll ed , and the enrol lment ra te of th e students was 

also r Ol'nd t o be . ..{iLtctLl<lt.~' trom yea r to year. 
, c 

I t IS c~ear that peo~l e cannot be e xpected to a~ply to an 

In3titutiO!l it the y have not heard of it , Not 
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surprisIngly , the level ot knowledge In the countr y as 

the D~D starte,j was seemingly qUIte low among the general 

pUbliC , although It seems to be lIkely hIgher among the 

better enucated. Thus, a programme ot informdtlOn 

(llSSeminatl<Jn to attract potential learners to the 

correspondence progra.mme, ottere<l the D I::t) is 

necessary , uSIng news media , brochures and posters , as 

well as the tacilities of educational radio programmes. 
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Appendix - A 

Letter of cooperation by the PEP. to students 

To Ato/W/ rt 

Ref-N'. 44 / 2 57/14 4/85 
Da c " - ":; u l y 2 , 1 985 E . C 

Subject : Questionnai re fillin9 

Ato Abraham Amsalu, a Graduate student at the Addis Ababa 

University, : s doing his Master's Thesis on Distance Education 

l-'ar t..lClpat.. l o n In eth.Io p I a . Acco r dI ng l y, t n e c u rr i c u l um and 

Ins t ructi on Departmen t of the Facul t y o f Eauc ati on, Addis 

AObDcl un lverS~tY, h a~: r eq u est e o tne UiU tc coo pe r a t e h i m in 

d~~ poss:a~e ways at ou~ olsposal . 

H8n ce , ~lllce y ou are orLe or ~ne ~an y ~t udents w~o h ave 

u~en ~nr0 ...... ~el.l 6 1.0 cL.. rr enr. ... y ~L.. .L su.:.. :-. g t :-.e:. :- senior secor:.c.3~ y 

.1ev8:1 COi.lr;3~S ~n r oi...;;! ~:-.e corr e si?ondenc e prc,:;r a :nme , o.:f e !:'eo by 

t Il e OED , you are e l e c ted to f il:-u p ch e q ue sti o nna i re. So cne 

questionnaire is hereby a t tached and you are strongl y 

requested t o till up and return the questionnaire , as early as 

p ossible . 

Thank you in advance 

signature & seal 

Ge t a c h e w Ke l e mu , 

Head , D. E , D. 

--; 
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Part - I 

General conditions of the corre s p ondence student s 

I nstructlon: Th ls se c tion of the questionnaire is prepare to 
rind o ut yo ur general conditions. ~hus . respond t o. the 
L O~';' owHlg que s tl ons candIdly . by putting (X) in the-~in 
rront of your c hoice as applied to you. 

1 . Sex 
2 . Age 

Male 
below 20 

21-30 
3 1-4 0 

Above 4 0 
3 . Marita~ statu s 

--MC5a"r"'r" l'-e"O 
S i ngle 
Separated 
Widowed 

4 . Number of your children 
No children 
1-3 ChIluren 
4 and abo ve 

Fema le 

O. Leve. o t I o rmal educatIon completed be fo re joining the 
programme. 

D . ~ffi~ ~ o Y ffient st a t ~ s : 

E:mp~ o ye u 

Un e :-:lp l. o yec:. 

grade 
grade 
grade 
g rade 
g rade 

8 
9 
j. O 

11 
12 

; , ~f y ~ ~ 6Yc ~m~~ oy~~, t hen i ~ wn a t t ype o f occupati o n are 
you WO l"~lt·.g ' 

d , ~ 1 Y0 t. are un e mpl o yed , then what t~ing s are you d oi ng? 

3 . Lour month ly Income In Birr 15 
No income 
Below S100 
S10 6-S 2 5 J 
$251-S000 
Aoove ~::> \) ,J 

"''' . ·-Ai!1 2 .L ~ { ; 0 y o:..: get.. the ~ee s t o r correspor,dt:r. ce cou r ses trom':' 
Own income 
tr o m spou se 
tr c m pa r ents 
t r o :r, err.p l o yel" 
if o thers , please specify 

11 . Hesi l1ential ared 
country s i de 
'i:.o wr. 
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rlea sons 
___ 1. l:J8caus8 the na ture ol my Job imped8d me tr om attending 

cl as ses regularly 
___ /. . b ecause it enables me to study ln my o wn time and at 

my o wn pace 
___ 3 . because it 8n a bles me to earn and lea rn slmultaneousl y 
___ 4. bec a use 1 prererred to study on my own 
___ ~ . in order to comply w i th the wishes ot other people who 

have intluence on my lite 
___ 6 . becaJse I am toO aged to attend classes in regul ar 

schools 
___ ./ . because it ma kes it possi ble tor me t o le a r n subjects 

ot my own choice 
___ 8. because of the inaccessibility of educational 

lacilitles in tne area of my residence or p l ace of 
work 

___ ~. beca use it enables me to get rid of ph y sical 
confrontation and gives me an opportunity to learn 
sa f ely 

___ lU . because physical dl s abillti es hinde red me from 
a ttendlng c"asses regularly 

_ __ 11. If other reasons , please speclfy 
a . 
b. 
c. 
d . 

Part - IV 

t.r.t:? p2r -:ic l pa~t.-3 ;: :-.6 co :::-~:e:3 c c : ·. : ier, c e 

pro~; rd.mm~ 

+nSLLU C L ~ Qn: kespond to the tO l lowing queStI Ons In ycur cwn 
worus , 

l . 

Wnat ore tne maIn shortcomings 
educati o n pr o gramme , offered b y 
Ulvls ion , a s applied to y ou? 
a 
o 
c 
u 

Wnat suggestions and strategies 
solutions to the ma i n pr oblems 
E;(Ju c a t. .. on pIograiTune? 
a 
b 
c 
d 

o t the correspondenc e 
the Dista nce Education 

wo u l d y o u recorr~end as 
o f the corre s p onde nce 

--' 
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