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Abstract

In the present work we compared some new constants for the empirical relation of stopping

powers of alpha particles in the energy range 4 − 15Mev/amu for elements Al,Cu,Ge,Ag

and Au obtained from calculation of empirical formula and measurements of stopping

and range of ions in matter (SRIM-2000). The range formulas were obtained by directly

integrating the stopping power formula of alpha particles and the values of the ranges for

the elements are calculated and compared with SRIM-2000. The alpha energy losses have

been obtained from calculation for the elements source using alpha particle target; such

losses are deviated significantly from SRIM-2000 result. The deviation suggested that the

stopping powers and range given from SRIM-2000 is too small.These relations have been

also used to find out stopping powers and ranges in semiconductors.

ix



Acknowledgements

I am glad to have the opportunity to express my gratitude to the people who helped and

supported me during my work.

At first I would like to express my heartfelt gratitude to my advisor Prof. A.K.Chaubey

who gave me the unique opportunity to make this thesis possible. I am very thankful

to him for the interesting topic and his effective guidance and constructive comments

through out the study.

For love and understanding I thank to my best friends for the strong advices, discussions,

patience and just the time together through out my stay.

Above all I would like to give great thanks to almighty God who gave me this chance and

helped me in all aspects for the successful accomplishment of my study.

x



Introduction

Over the years, the study of the interaction of fast heavy ions with matter has evolved

into a large research field due to new powerful experimental methods and facilities around

the world. The interaction of fast heavy ions with matter is a unique method to inves-

tigate the processes in complex atomic systems, which play a very important role in the

development of modern physics. [12]

In particular,the simplicity of empirical relations allows a broader class of researchers to

calculate usful properties, and often trends become more evident.

In this thesis we have presented empirical relation for the study of slowing down process

of fast heavy ion (He) in side matter. A knowledge of the Stopping power and range

energy relationship for heavy charged particles has been a subject which has received

great theoretical and experimental interest. In the modified proposed empirical relation

only the values of the constants “a” and “b“of the previous empirical formula is changed,

thereby the computation of the stopping power and range becomes trivial; and the results

reveals are comparable to (SRIM-2000)

The most updated stopping powers and range in different media have been comprehen-

sively available in the soft ware for stopping and range of ions in matter (SRIM-2000).

In conclusion, the main results of the work are resumed in chapter 6 and some sug-

gestions for further energy loss investigations are proposed.

1



Chapter 1

INTERACTION OF ALPHA

PARTICLES WITH MATTER

1.1 Nature of interaction

Heavy charged particles, such as the alpha particle, interact with matter primarily through

Coulombs forces between their positive charge and the negative charge of the orbital elec-

trons with in the absorber atoms.

The interaction of α particle with matter depends on the following[18].

• the type of energy of radiation.

• nature of absorbing medium.

1.2 Interaction of heavy ions with matter

The presented chapter is an overview of the research on the interaction of fast heavy

ions with matter. A general survey of the most important theoretical and experimental

2
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investigations of this field of science is summarized.

A significant part of the chapter is given to the attention to atomic processes between

projectile ions and target atoms during their interaction. These processes are responsible

for the slowing down of heavy ions in matter. Charged particles interact with electrons

and nuclei via coulomb interaction. These particles move at high speed. For example an

α - particles move with 1Mev kinetic energy is moving with a speed of 6.9 × 106m/s.

The number of ion pairs per unit volume or per unit length on the path produced by

an α- particle is very high. Multiple ionization also takes place. In this ionization pro-

cess,secondary electrons are also produced by primary electrons.

Due to coulomb interaction, α- particles may excite an electron to higher energy state.

Ionization and excitation break chemical bond and generate reactive species the cause for

further chemical reactions.

1.3 Historical review

The penetration of charged particles through matter is one of the principal ways to in-

vestigate nature. The charged particles lose their energy during the passage through the

medium in collisions with target atoms. The theory of the slowing down process is com-

plicated because of a difficult description of the ion and target charge states during the

stopping process. The greatest scientists of the last century have worked on the subject

of interaction of heavy ions with matter, charged-particle penetration in matter. In 1900

Marie Curie found that energetic particles having left radioactive materials could pene-

trate thin foils. Than further experiments on the interaction of α-particles with different

gases gave rise to the discovery of the energy deposition maximum, the so called Bragg

peak. The first theoretical treatment about scattering of electrically charged particles was

published by J.J.Thomson in his book on electricity [10]. This work did not demonstrate
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directly the calculations of the energy loss, but the author was interested in the problem

of charged particle stopping. In 1911 Rutherford published his famous discovery about

the atomic structure [2]. He started to investigate the penetration of α-rays in matter.

Niels Bohr continued the validity of Rutherfords investigations. His work in 1913 was the

first sufficient theory on the energy loss of ions passing through matter [3]. Bohrs classical

approach for the electronic stopping power served as a basis for the quantum mechan-

ical description of the stopping problem. The discovery of the nuclear fission gave the

possibility for a detailed investigation of the penetration of high speed particles through

matter [6]. Bohr and Lindhard understood the difficulty to describe collisions between

interacting particles. They connected the energy loss of fission ions along stopping path

with the capture and loss of electrons by such particles [19]. Bohr also recognized that

the study of the stopping process is limited by knowledge of the ion charge state in- side

matter, which is estimated by the balance between electron capture and loss processes.

In the 1920s with the discovery of quantum mechanics, Bohrs classical stopping model

showed inconsistencies to describe the atomic phenomena because the energy transfer

occurs in discrete quantities. Hans Bethe used Bohrs approximation and recreated the

classical result in the quantum-mechanical treatment [7]. His calculations are valid for rel-

ativistic energies [8]. Later Felix Bloch investigated the classical and quantum-mechanical

approaches and found conditions in which these theories could be used. Bloch made cor-

rections to Bethes model and got the formula, which is valid for Bethes result as well as for

Bohrs [9]. The Bohr-Bethe-Bloch formula is a unique instrument to estimate the energy

loss process of projectiles. However, this theory was modified due to further development

of physics. Some features of projectile ions and target atoms such as energy region of

incident particles, type of ions, target density and many other can significantly change

the ion energy loss in matter. Therefore, several corrections to the basic stopping formula

were applied.
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1.4 ENERGY LOSS MECHANISM

In any radiation, energy is transfered from the radiation particle to the electrons of the

interacting or absorbing medium. If the energy of radiation is rapidly transfered to the

matter with in a short distance of the interacting matter, the number of electric excitations

and ionizations of the interacting atoms are very high and hence more damage is done to

the interacting matter.

At any given time the particle is interacting with many electrons, so the net effect is to

decrease its velocity continuously until the particle is stopped.

1.4.1 ALPHA PARTICLES

Matter is made up of atoms. Each atom consists of a nucleus and some orbiting electrons

with the exception of hydrogen atom. In the case of hydrogen atom there is only one

orbiting electron. When a fast moving α - particle penetrates matter, the major inter-

action is the collision between the α - particle and the orbiting electron. Very rarely an

α - particle will collide with the nucleus of an atom due to the extremely small volume

occupied by a nucleus in space.

The energy transfered to the orbiting electron in collision by an α - particle is only a small

fraction of the α - particle energy due to the very small mass of an electron compared to

that of an α - particle. This can be shown for the maximum energy transfer which occurs

when an α - particle has a head on collision with an electron. We can assume the velocity

of the orbiting electron is negligible to the velocity V of the incident α - particle. After

the collision the electron moves with a velocity U and the α - particle moves with the

velocity V ′ [11]. Using conservation of energy and momentum for the elastic collision for

the electron and α - particle we get

Conservation of kinetic energy

1

2
MV 2 =

1

2
MV ′2 +

1

2
mu2 (1.4.1)
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Conservation of momentum

MV = MV ′ +mU (1.4.2)

where m and M are the mass of the electron and α - particle. By solving equations (1.4.1)

and (1.4.2) we get

V ′ =
(M −m)V

M +m
(1.4.3)

Therefore, the energy lost (E) by an α - particle in a single collision with an electron is

E =
1

2
MV 2 − 1

2
MV ′2 =

1

2
MV 2 − 1

2
M

[
(M −m)V

M +m

]2
(1.4.4)

That is

E = Eα

[
4mM

(M +m)2

]
(1.4.5)

where Eα is the energy of the incident α - particles.

Energy lost by an α - particle in a single collision is very small. However the energy

gained by the orbiting electron is often more than the binding energy of the atom and is

therefore removed from the atom. The interacting atom is said to be ionized due to this

α - particle electron collision.

α - particle can transfer only a small fraction of its energy in a single collision with an

electron. thus heavy charged particles

• travel almost in straight lines.

• lose energy almost continuously in small amounts.

• have very small range.
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1.4.2 The Bragg curve

A curve showing average number of ions per unit distance along (or a specific ioniza-

tion) a beam of mono-energetic ionizing particles, usually α - particles passing through a

gas. Also known as Bragg ionization curve. The general appearance of the heavy particle

Bragg curve can be explained from principles developed in chapter 2. The increase in

ionization near the end of the path occurs because the ionization loss is inversely related

to the square of the particles speed. Thus ionization density rises as the particle slows,

of course, the ionization must drop to zero when the energy of the incident particles has

been dissipated and near the end of the track, the charge is reduced through electron pick

up and the curve falls off.

For most of the α - particles track, the charge on the α is two electron charges, and the

rate of energy loss increases roughly as 1/E as predicted by the equation of stopping power.



Chapter 2

STOPPING POWER

2.1 Stopping Power definition

When fast ion passes through matter, it loss energy principally by scattering electrons

with in the matter it passes through and more importantly at low energies, by scattering

from the nuclei of the atoms. The energy loss by an α - particle per unit distance is

an important term in radiation physics. It enables us to determine the energy absorbed

by interacting or stopping medium which is important to find out the damage done to

medium. The linear rate of energy loss is also used to determine the range of alphas in the

given medium. This quantity is denoted by −dE/dx or commonly known as the stopping

power of the medium for alphas. Stopping power refer to the property of the material

while energy loss per unit length describes what happens to the particles. But numerical

values and unit are identical for both quantities.

2.2 Linear Energy Transfer

Another measure of energy deposited in an absorber by a charged particle is the Linear

Energy Transfer (LET). The LET is the average energy locally deposited in an absorber

resulting from a charged particle per unit distance of travel (keV/cm). The LET is

8
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therefore a measure of the local concentration of energy per path length resulting from

ionization effects.

This quantity can be calculated by considering the coulomb interaction (KZb2/r2)

acting on the electron due to the rapidly passing α - particle. This results in a net force

being produced in a direction normal to the direction of motion of the α - particle. This

net force causes the electron to accelerate for a short time towards the alpha path. The

final result is the orbiting electron pulled away (most cases) from its atom and gained

sufficient kinetic energy to move away. From conservation of energy the α - particle would

have lost that much energy.

2.3 Calculations of Stopping Power

2.3.1 N.Bohr’s Formula for energy loss of α - particle in matter

The baseline for all theoretical approaches of the stopping process in matter was Bohrs

work [3]. He characterized ion-atom collisions by impact parameter on the basis of classical

mechanics. Bohr treated the collisional process as binary process, at which the projectile

ion interacts with a target electron assumed to be free at the moment. The distance from

the electron to the initial travel of the projectile ion, which is far from the electron, was

defined as the impact parameter (b) [12]. The non relativistic formula that Bohr obtained

gave the correct features of stopping power. He derived the formula based on the following

assumptions.

• for maximum energy transfer the collision is head on.

• mass of α - particle is much greater than mass of electron.
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• the velocity of electron in its orbit is much smaller than the velocity of heavy ion.

• the energy loss may be consider classically, because if Pi × b >> ~ this domain is

classical physics domain. but Pi× b ≈ ~ uncertainty principle comes in to play. For

such cases the formula has to be modified.

• the binding energy of electron in side the atom is very low as compared to the energy

of incoming particle so that the electron can be treated as free.

• energy loss per collision of incoming particle is so small that its velocity after the

collision may be taken the same.

The Bohr formula for heavy particle is given by

−dE
dx

=
4πnz2K2

oe
4

moV 2
ln
(2moV

2

I

)
(2.3.1)

where

z= charge of incoming particle.

n= number of electrons per unit volume in the stopping material.

mo= rest mass of electron.

V= the velocity of the particle.

e= electron charge.

Ko= 1/4πεo

I= mean excitation energy of the medium and is normally treated as an experimentally
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determined parameter for each element.

2.3.2 The Bethe-Bloch formula

Bohrs stopping model was unique for many years. However, Bohr understood the lim-

its of its application. The model didn’t take into account the discrete energy of target

electrons. Some years later Bohr pointed out that the binding effects are very important

during the slowing-down process. Distant collisions are treated as free-electron scattering

by the projectile ion. However, interactions at small distances were considered as elec-

tromagnetic excitations of harmonic oscillators and could not be described by means of

classical mechanics. Hans Bethe treated the energy loss process by means of the quantum

mechanics using the first Born approximation [7]. He used the momentum transfer rather

than impact parameter to characterize collisions[12]. Bethe-Bloch expression for the stop-

ping power of a heavy charged particle derived using relativistic quantum mechanics is

given by

−dE
dx

=
4πnz2K2

oe
4

moV 2

[
ln

2moV
2

I
− ln

(
1 − V 2

C2

)
− V 2

C2

]
(2.3.2)

The formula shows dependence of dE/dx on the velocity of the particle but ln
(
2moV 2

I

)
gives almost no variation or negligible change on V .

For α - particles having an energy < 10Mev, the velocity (V ) is less than 2.3% of the

speed of light. Consequently, the V 2/C2 term in the above equation are negligible, and

can be ignored. The above equation is a seemingly simple equation that identifies the

dependence of the stopping power on the charge and velocity of the charged particle, and

on the atomic density and charge per atom in the absorber.
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2.4 Mass Stopping Power

The mass stopping power of a material is obtained by dividing the stopping power by the

density (ρ). Common unit for mass stopping power (−dE
ρdx

) are Mevcm2g−1. The mass

stopping power is a useful quantity because it expresses the rate of energy loss of charged

particle gcm−2 of the medium traversed. In a gas, for example, (−dE/dx) depends on

pressure, but −dE
ρdx

does not,because dividing by the density exactly compensates for the

pressure.

Mass stopping power does not differ greatly for materials with similar atomic composi-

tion. Generally, heavy atoms are less efficient on a g/cm2 basis for slowing down heavy

charged particles, because many of their electrons are too tightly bound in the inner shells

to participate effectively in the absorption of energy.

2.5 Energy Straggling

Energy loss in a material is a statistical or stochastic process. Therefore, a spread of

energies always results when an initially mono energetic beam of particles encounters an

absorber. Many particles lose the ”average energy”, although some will lose not so much

and some will lose more than the average. This results in a finite width to the energy

distribution curve known as ”energy straggling”.

Energy straggling is the broadening of the distribution of kinetic energies in a beam of

initially mono energetic charged particles due to statistical nature of energy deposition

process as the particles pass ththe material. The straggling pick is approximately Gaus-

sian shaped, with a width that increases with the ratio Z/A, in other words at lower

atomic numbers.
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2.6 Energy Loss Minima

For particles with speeds less than about 0.6C the relativistic terms involving V/C nearly

cancel and can be ignored. Because the 1/V 2 factor varies more rapidly with V than

ln
(
2moV 2

I

)
, the rate of energy loss −dE/dx at first decreases with increasing energy ap-

proximately as 1/E. As V approaches C, the relativistic term become of greater im-

portance and the rate of energy loss then begins to increase with increasing energy; The

minimum rate of energy for α - particles is 4 times greater than for singly charged particles

because −dE/dx is proportional to the square of the particle’s charge [14]



Chapter 3

Range Energy Relations

3.1 Definition of Range

In passing through matter, charged particles ionize and thus loss energy in many steps,

until their energy is (almost) zero. Because coulomb force has infinite range, the particle

interacts simultaneously with many electrons and thus loss energy gradually but contin-

uously along its path. After traveling a certain distance, it has lost all of its energy; this

distance is called the range of the particle. Therefore for heavy particles like alpha, the

range is the average distance traveled before a particle has lost all of its original kinetic

energy [15].

The range of charged particle is computed by numerical integration of the stopping power.

The range R is continuous slowing down approximation (csda) is given by

R =

∫ R

0

dx =

∫ o

To

−dE
−dE
dx

=

∫ To

T1

dE

S
=

∫ T1

To

dE

S
+R1(T1) (3.1.1)

where

dx= the path length variable of integration.

S= the stopping power.

To= the initial kinetic energy of the charged particles

T1= some lower limit of energy below which the calculations can not be performed be-

cause of poor knowledge of the stopping power.

14



15

The last part of the path length is usually not accurately calculated when an analytical

expression is used for the stopping power. Most such expressions are inaccurate at low

energies. Because of this, a finite lower limit can be utilized, and R1(T1) can be estimated

from experimental results. The range is expressed in g/cm2; this is the range in cm mul-

tiplied by the density of the substance.

3.2 Factors Which Affect Range (R)

Energy: Range is approximately linear with energy since Bethe-Bloch equation for stop-

ping power is inversely proportional to E.

Mass: for the same kinetic energy, the electron is much faster than the alpha due to its

smaller mass, and therefore the electron has less time to spend near orbital electrons. This

reduces the effect of coulomb interactions (hence stopping power) and increases range.

Charge: The more charge, the more stopping power and lower range. Range is inversely

proportional to the square of the charged particle.

Density: stopping power increases with increasing density. The range is inversely propor-

tional to the density of the absorbing medium.

3.3 Range Straggling

The statistical distribution of the range in which a charged particle travels while losing its

kinetic energy in an absorbing medium. That is for uniform, same energy particles, after

passing through a distance dx in any element energy is changing to T − dT but intensity

(number of particles) remains the same.

When number of particles (No) falls to No/2 the thickness x is called experimental mean

range(R). Around the mean range there is a distribution of range. The tangent drawn at
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the mean range point gives extrapolated (Rex) range. The phenomena due to which it

is happening is called straggling. Around the zero point energy of heavy ion straggling

takes place, that is number of collision required to have same energy loss are not same or

also in one collision energy loss is not same.

Figure 3.1: A diagram showing number of particles left versus depth in to an absorber



Chapter 4

Empirical Relation For Stopping
Power and Range of α - particle

4.1 Empirical Relation For Stopping Power

Empirical relation for the stopping power of proton [16] is given by

(
−dE
ρdx

)
=
a

A
E−bZc logE+d (4.1.1)

The appropriate values of the constants a,b,c, and d are a = 915.0, b = 0.85, c = 0.145, d =

0.635. Here ρ,A and Z denote the density, atomic weight and atomic number of the stop-

ping material while E is the kinetic energy of the αparticle in Mev/amu. The stopping

power for the ions heavier than proton can be found by the expression given by Pierce

and Blann (Which is mass stopping power).

(
−dE
ρdx

)
H

=
Z2
eff

γ2p

(
−dE
ρdx

)
p

(4.1.2)

where

Z2
eff = γ2Z2

Here we are concerned with the energy 1Mev and above,for protons, γp = 1, substituting

17
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equation (4.1.1) in to equation (4.1.2) we get

(
−dE
ρdx

)
H

=
γ2z2

A
aE−bZc logE+d (4.1.3)

For the calculation of the stopping power of α - particle from equation (4.1.3) we assumed

that above 4Mev the fractional effective charge of the α - particle is γ2 = 1. Below 4Mev

that is, for 1Mev/amu, we have fitted Northcliffe Schilling (NS) data for α - particles by

the least square method keeping c and d constant and got a = 3574, b = 0.84, therefore

for 1Mev/amu of α - particles equation (4.1.1) is modified as

(
−dE
ρdx

)
=

3574

A
E−0.84Zc logE+d (4.1.4)

Above 1Mev/amu we can use equation (4.1.3) by simply putting z = 2 and γ = 1.

4.2 Present Empirical Relation for stopping power

Present empirical relation for stopping power of alpha particle is obtained by changing

the constants a and b in equation (4.1.1), that is a=918, and b=0.82 and it is given by(
−dE
ρdx

)
H

=
γ2z2

A
918E−0.82Zc logE+d (4.2.1)

4.3 Range

The range of a charged particle is computed by numerical integration of the stopping

power. The range R in the continuous slowing down approximation [16] is given as

R =

∫ Emax

Emin

(
−dE
ρdx

)−1
dE +R(Emin) (4.3.1)
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where R(Emin) is the measured range at energy Emin which is added to the integral

equation (4.2.1) and treated as a constant for a particular particle and material.

The range of α - particle for 1Mev/amu can be calculated from the integration of equa-

tion (4.1.1)

Rα = mα

[
A

1.84 × 3574 × Z0.635
(
1 − 0.145 logZ

1.84

)]×[E1.84Z−0.145 logE−E1.84
2 Z−0.145 logE2

]
+R2(E2)

(4.3.2)

or

Rα = mαGαE
1.84Z−0.145 logE + Fα (4.3.3)

where Fα = R2(E2) −mαGαE
1.84
2 Z−0.145 logE2

Here Gα is equal to the factor inside the first bracket of equation (4.3.2) and Fα is

the correction term obtained from equation (4.3.2). R2(E2) must be the known range

of α - particles at 0.7Mev/amu or (0.75Mev/amu). At the cost of a little accuracy

equation (4.3.3) may be used directly for calculating particle ranges between 1Mev/amu

to 12Mev/amu, otherwise above 4Mev the range can be obtained using equation for

range of proton that is,

R(p) = mpGpE
1.85Z−0.145 logE + Fp (4.3.4)

where Gp =

[
A

915×1.85×Z0.635
(
1− 0.145 logZ

1.85

)]
Fp = R1(E1) −mpGpE

1.85
1 Z−0.145 logE1

and the range of other heavier particles of energy E1(Mev) greater than βi where βi =

0.04z
2/3
i can be calculated from the proton ranges; that is,
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Ri(Ei, zi,mi) = Ri(Eci, zi,mi) +
mi/mp

z2i
×
[
Rp(

Eimp

mi

) −Rp(
Ecimp

mi

)
]

(4.3.5)

Now putting equation (4.3.4) in to equation (4.3.5) we get

Rα =
Gpmα

z2
×
[
E1.85Z−0.145 logE − E1.85

2 Z−0.145 logE2
]

+R2(E2) (4.3.6)

letting

Fαα = R2(E2) −
Gpmα

z2
E1.85

2 Z−0.145 logE2 (4.3.7)

we get

Rα =
Gpmα

z2
E1.85Z−0.145 logE + Fαα (4.3.8)

4.4 Present Empirical relation for range

Present Empirical relation for range of alpha particle is given by

Rα =
Gpmα

z2
E1.82Z−0.145 logE + Fαα (4.4.1)

Where

Gp =

[
A

918×1.82×Z0.635
(
1− 0.145 logZ

1.82

)]

Fαα = R2(E2) − Gpmα
z2

E1.82
2 Z−0.145 logE2
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4.5 Stopping Power For Compound Targets

The stopping power of a compound medium can be obtained by additivity theorem [17].

(
−dE
ρdx

)
compound

=
1

M

n∑
i

NiAi

(
−dE
ρdx

)
(4.5.1)

Here M is the molecular weight of the compound medium consisting Ni atoms of atomic

weight Ai. For example for CdTe the stopping power can be given as

−dE
ρdx

=
1

M

[
NCdACd

(
−dE
ρdx

)
Cd

+NTeATe

(
−dE
ρdx

)
Te

]
=

1

240.02
×
[
112.41

(
−dE
ρdx

)
Cd

+ 127.61

(
−dE
ρdx

)
Te

]
(4.5.2)

4.6 Range For Compound Targets

While studying energy losses in nuclear research emulsions, gave the following formula for

the range in n-component materials [17].

1

R
=

n∑
i

fi
Ri

(4.6.1)

where Ri is the calculated range in the i− th component and fi is the fraction by weight

of that constituent of the stopping medium.

Equation (4.6.1) can be written for CdTe as

RCdTe =
RCdRTe

0.4684RTe + 0.5316RCd

(4.6.2)



Chapter 5

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The organization of this chapter is as follows: In the first section we calculate stopping

power and range of Al, Cu, Ge, Au, Ag, Cd, Te and CdTe using Present empirical formula

and discuss the results of the present empirical formula and SRIM-2000 and compare the

results obtained from present empirical formula with the values obtained from SRIM-2000

tables.

5.1 Stopping Power Calculation

The stopping powers of the elements Al, Cu,Ge,Ag and Au and for a compound CdTe are

calculated from energy range 4Mev to 15Mev for α - particle energy using the empirical

relation given in equation (4.2.1) and (4.5.1) respectively and their results are tabulated

in table 5.1 and 5.2 and plotted in fig 5.1 to 5.8 along with Srim-2000 tabulated values.

22
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Table 5.1: Stopping Power in Mev− cm2/g of Al, cu and Ge for α - particle energy from
4Mev − 15Mev

Table 5.2: Stopping Power in Mev − cm2/g of Ag and Au for α - particle energy from
4Mev − 15Mev
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Table 5.3: Stopping Power in Mev − cm2/g of Cd,Te and CdTe for α - particle energy
from 4Mev − 15Mev

5.1.1 Plot Of Stopping Power versus energy

Figure 5.1: Present Empirical Values for Stopping Power of alpha particles versus energy
in Al along with other workers value
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Figure 5.2: Present Empirical Values for Stopping Power of alpha particles versus energy
in Cu along with other workers value

Figure 5.3: Present Empirical Values for Stopping Power of alpha particles versus energy
in Ge along with other workers value
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Figure 5.4: Present Empirical Values for Stopping Power of alpha particles versus energy
in Ag along with other workers value

Figure 5.5: Present Empirical Values for Stopping Power of alpha particles versus energy
in Au along with other workers value
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Figure 5.6: Present Empirical Values for Stopping Power of alpha particles versus energy
in Cd along with other workers value

Figure 5.7: Present Empirical Values for Stopping Power of alpha particles versus energy
in Te along with other workers value
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Figure 5.8: Present Empirical Values for Stopping Power of alpha particles versus energy
in CdTe along with other workers value

5.2 Description of the Plots Of Stopping Power ver-

sus energy

The Figures 5.1 - 5.4 and figures 5.6- 5.8 are plots of the stopping power versus the in-

cident alpha particle energy from 4Mev − 15Mev for the elements Al, Cu, Ge, Ag, Cd,

Te and compound CdTe respectively. The squares represents the calculated results using

present empirical formula and comparison with the values of SRIM-2000 tables which is

shown by circle. We found that our results have a satisfactory agreement with the values

of SRIM-2000 tables for the given energies. But for the compound CdTe we could not get

available SRIM-2000 results to compare.

The compound CdTe is a gamma detector it works at room temperature. Figure 5.5 is the

plot of the stopping power versus the incident alpha particle energy from 4Mev− 15Mev

for the element Au. As the figure shows clearly the present empirical values are not in

good agreement with SRIM-2000 with in the given range of energies.
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5.3 Range Calculation

Using the empirical relation given in equations (4.4.1) and (4.6.2) the range of the ele-

ments Al,Cu,Ge,Ag and Au and the compound CdTe respectively are calculated and their

values are tabulated below.

In these calculations values of starting ranges are taken from the literature and these are

also tabulated as follows.

Table 5.4: Range of 0.7Mev α− particle(He)inmg/cm2

The values of Gp and Fαα for a given substance are given in table 5.4 below

Table 5.5: The values of Gp and Fαα for a given substance

The empirical results calculated by the range formulas are tabulated in the table 5.5

and 5.6 and plotted in figures 5.9 to 5.16 below.
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Table 5.6: Range in g/cm2 of the elements Al,Cu and Ge for α − particle energy from
4Mev − 15Mev
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Table 5.7: Range in g/cm2 of the elements Ag and Au for α − particles energy from
4Mev − 15Mev

Table 5.8: Range in g/cm2 of the elements Cd,Te and CdTe for α−particles energy from
4Mev − 15Mev
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5.3.1 Plots of Range versus energy

Figure 5.9: Present Empirical Values for Range of alpha particles versus energy in Al
along with other workers value

Figure 5.10: Present Empirical Values for Range of alpha particles versus energy in Cu
along with other workers value
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Figure 5.11: Present Empirical Values for Range of alpha particles versus energy in Ge
along with other workers value

Figure 5.12: Present Empirical Values for Range of alpha particles versus energy in Ag
along with other workers value
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Figure 5.13: Present Empirical Values for Range of alpha particles versus energy in Au
along with other workers value

Figure 5.14: Present Empirical Values for Range of alpha particles versus energy in Cd
along with other workers value
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Figure 5.15: Present Empirical Values for Range of alpha particles versus energy in Te
along with other workers value

Figure 5.16: Present Empirical Values for Range of alpha particles versus energy in CdTe
along with Previous Empirical values

5.4 Description of the Plots Of Range versus energy

As it is shown in the Figures 5.9 - 5.12 and figures 5.14- 5.16 are plots of the range versus

the incident alpha particle energy from 4Mev − 15Mev for the elements Al, Cu, Ge, Ag,

Cd, Te and compound CdTe respectively. The squares represents the calculated results

using present empirical formula and comparison with the values of SRIM-2000 tables

which is shown by circle. We found that our results have a very good agreement with the
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values of SRIM-2000 tables for the given energies. But for the compound CdTe we could

not get available SRIM-2000 results to compare.

It is noted that there is no good agreement between the present empirical results and

SRIM-2000 table for figure 5.13 which is the plot of the range versus the incident alpha

particle energy from 4Mev − 15Mev for the elements Au.

Fig 5.16 shows present empirical values for range of alpha particles versus energy in CdTe.

This can not be compared with other results since other results are not available.
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5.5 Percentage difference of empirical stopping power

values from SRIM Values

The percentage difference between the stopping power calculated from equation (4.2.1)

and the corresponding values obtained from SRIM table and plotted in figure (5.17) for

the elements Al,Cu,Ge,Ag and Au.

Table 5.9: percentage difference of empirical stopping power values from SRIM values for
energy from 4Mev-10Mev

Table 5.10: percentage difference of empirical stopping power values from SRIM values
for energy from 11Mev-15Mev

5.6 Percentage difference of empirical Range values

from SRIM-2000 Values

The percentage difference between the range calculated from equation (4.4.1) and the

corresponding values obtain from SRIM-2000 tables are tabulated in the table 5.8 and

plotted in figure for the elements Al,Cu,Ge,Ag and Au.
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Table 5.11: percentage difference of empirical range values from SRIM values for energy
from 4Mev-10Mev

Table 5.12: percentage difference of empirical range values from SRIM values for energy
from 11Mev-15Mev

5.6.1 Plots of Percentage difference of Stopping power versus
energy

Figure 5.17: percentage difference between Present Empirical values and SRIM-2000 of
the stopping Powers versus energy of alpha particles for Al,Cu,Ge,Ag and Au.
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Figure 5.18: Percentage difference between Present Empirical values and SRIM-2000 of
the Range versus energy of alpha particles for Al,Cu,Ge,Ag and Au.

5.7 Comparison with previous empirical result and

SRIM-2000 values

5.7.1 Alpha particle Stopping Power

In the figure 5.17 it is clearly shown that the percentage difference between the stop-

ping power calculated from equation (4.2.1) and the corresponding values obtained from

SRIM-2000 tables for the elements Al,Cu,Ge,Ag and Au.It is evident from the figure that

the present empirical values for Al,Cu,Ge and Ag are in good agreement with SRIM-2000

values. Al,Cu,Ge and Ag has a maximum difference of 2.6% ,2.1%,2.4% and 3.9% with

SRIM-2000 values respectively.

For Au the present empirical values do not agree well with SRIM-2000 values and the

maximum difference 15.7%. From this one can say that the percentage difference shows

a systematic behavior with the energy as well as with atomic number. That is for energy

of alpha particle the percentage deviation from SRIM-2000 values increases as energy of

alpha particles increases. Moreover, for larger atomic numbers like Au the present empir-

ical formula is not in good agreement with SRIM result.
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5.7.2 Alpha particle Range

The range of alpha particles calculated from equations (4.4.1) is presented in figures 5.9

-5.13 with the values of SRIM-2000 tables. The percentage difference between the range

calculated from equation (4.4.1) and the corresponding values obtained from SRIM-2000

tables for the elements Al,Cu,Ge,Ag and Au is shown in the figure 5.18.It can be inferred

that the results for Al,Cu, Ge and Ag are in good agreement to the SRIM-2000 tables.The

agreement has a maximum percentage difference of 1.4% for Al, 2.8% for Cu, 2.7% for Ge

3.4% for Ag and 8.71% for Au.

In the case of Au the present values are not in good agreement with the values of SRIM-

2000 tables. This shows the present empirical results do not have good agreement with

the values of SRIM-2000 tables for elements having large atomic number.
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5.8 Conclusion

This paper introduces a modified empirical formula to calculate the stopping power of vari-

ous elements and their corresponding range for alpha particles energy from 4Mev−15Mev.

The modified empirical formula is obtained by changing the constants a and b of the pre-

vious empirical formula, so that the errors are minimized.

This is checked by comparing with available tabulated data obtained from literature.

From the result one can notice that the error obtained from calculated values by present

empirical formula is smaller than error obtained from calculated values by previous empir-

ical formula.It is also noted that the error increases with increasing alpha particles energy

and atomic number of the stopping element. For higher atomic number such as Au the

error is large.

Equations (4.2.1) and (4.4.1) give good result for Al, Cu, Ge, Ag, Cd, and Te from alpha

particle energies 4Mev− 15Mev. But for Au not give good result so above these energies

and for higher atomic numbers the values of the constant a, b, c and d should be changed

or another parameter is required to minimize the error.

To sum up,this paper leads other researchers for further investigation of empirical formula

for stopping power and range of α− particles for large energy and elements having large

atomic number.
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