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ABSTRACT 

This paper attempts to describe complements of Awin[i 

verbs following the X-Bar Theory of phrase structure 

rules of Jackendoff (1977) , Chomsky (1981,1986) and Radford 

(1981). 

The theory claims that in all natural languages, the 

major lexical categories, that is, nouns, verbs, adject i­

ves and prepositions have similar complement structures 

and levels of projection. 'l'he study shows that verbs in 

this language take A' ", N" " P'" and CPs at V'; VP­

adverbials at V" ; and parentheticals at V" '. This 

is consistent with the claim of the theory. 

The posit ion of the head in relation to its complement 

is always final which fixes the parameter of Awiogi as 

a head-final language. 

- X 1. -
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C HAP T E RON E 

1.0. I. N T ROD U C T ION 

t.1. THE PEOPLE AND THEIR LANGUAGE: 

1.1.1. THE PEOPLE: 

The people are the Agaws found in Agawmeder and Matakal 

in Gojjam. Some call them "Agau" (Rossini 1895: 103 ; 

lPalmer 1959 : 270; Tezera 1962 E.C.: 8). Others like 

Het~ron (1966: 2-3) refer to them as "Awiyiri, ••• and for 

ma tters of convenience... as Agaws." Still others addre S5 

them by "Awka" (Tadesse l'Ieng. 1984: 1; Worku Gela 1986:1). 

However, all the informants of the present researcher, 

the elderly as well as the young, call themselves "Awawa" 

(See Aooendix III). Following them , the researcher shall 

refer to these people as "Awawa" and their language as 

"Awingi"_ 

rte garding their location , there are conflicting 

statements made by various people. Bruce1 (1790) quoted 

by Rossini (1895 : 103) considers three-fourth of Gojjam 

as their location. This is readily rejectable as there 

are ot her tribes in this same area. Beke (1846) quoted 

by Pankhurst (1976:26) confuses "the land of the Shan~ella 

(Gumuz)" as Agawmeder which means 'the land of the Ag!lws.' 

The land of the "Shanqellas" is Uomberma and not Agawmmeder; 

and there are barely few, if not none, Awaw8s living here. I 
r ; 
; 
! , 
i' 
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Contra ry t o Bruce a nd ~eke, Ros s ini ( 1895:103 ) says 

tha t the la ~d of proper Ag~ws is only th~ ~resent day 

Aga ,,:ne::e r . So··:e ver, Ap::oleyard (1988: 581 ) co nfi de :1tly 

s t ate s t'le t t hese peopl" s e t t le not only in .;giiw:ne 1er but 

also i n t:'e centra l higlands of i"atakal. Tri!!linsham 

(196 5 : 6 ) al s o claims t hat "Agiiws ••• linger in De:nbi e. , 

hagara ane ~ua ra ••• , "altbough Bend" r (1975b:40) believes 

tha t the~e are no speakers o! Ag~w ~ ia l e cts in t~e s e 

areas . ~!urdock (1 959 : 181 - 2 ) squeezes the 13 n1 of " ••• the 

Agaw pe ople •.. to • •• a few scattered areB s ••• " in ;heir 

pres ~ nt vicinity . The s a!!le is cle Lne i i n :ietzron (1 9&6 : 2) 

'"bo s ays n ••• th~ once continuous Age' .• area i s s plit into 

s :na ll islan~ s ••• ". ~ender (1 976b: a O) , to o , is not f a r 

in a s~q : l pocket . '! 

~ll these 2 , hO~3 ver, ar e not ac cep t a~l e to t ~e 

presen t re se3 r cbe r. 3e believes tbat t:.~ ~rese nt ~~ ' ~3 

9r~a i s ~e it h~ r vas t ( in re19tio~ t o t~e s ~e~ of = thio~ i a) 

nor s~~ll ( i n rel~:i on t o t he a re a o~ So jja m) . ~~e s ?ec if-

ica tions of ~ te area are as s hown in the t O I! O ~~ap~i c map 

s ketched by the Jentra l Stati s tics Autbority (CSA ) in 

March , 1990 (See Append ices 1 and 11 )3 . 

Concernin;; t h ir histo r y, tbe study remains cO::l3i s tent 

wi tb ·.b" t s e e:ns to be unanimous ly accepted by hi s tor i a ns 

and by the Awa wa themselves . Tbis is that a "family" 

(or war leaders)4 o f se ven came from Wollo to settle 

bere. 'The time is believed to be " ••• sometime in the 
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late 11 t h 0:' early 12tb century A. D. , ( Tri mi ngba:n 19': 5 : 

16~n ; ra~e 8se ~8 mr~ t 197 ? ! 5;-65~ . The causes f or the 

~igration are thous~t to De t h9se : f eucs , spread of 

Cr.ri stianit y ~nd 13.ng·13e;e i de Jt it y , t h3. t i s , aVOic.':':1ce 

of th~ i nfluence of the ~xumi t e s an~ th~ Amhar~ s . It is 

note d th3t t he Awawas a r e highl y co=scious of the i r 

l a n€ua~e , kinshi p , anc t ra di t ion as are a ll t he othe r 

A"2>.,S (3e nde ::- 1976 b : 40) . 

- ith r egar d t o the s i ze of t h- ir popul a tion t he re 

have be2 n only humbl e but no t r e li ab l e f igure s of 

e st i ma t ions . f'urdoc k (19 59 : 1:31 - 2) e sti mates the nU!.1be r 

100 , 000 and Li psky (1962 : 4 3) 75 , 000 for a ll Aga:Ns , i.e . , 

be f rom t ~eEe estirna~~ons t ~a t mo st ~ ~ ~e~t writers 

ccnsi1e r 5~· , 000 as tb : ove r all pupulat i on of t he ... .i ~· .. :a . 

This ni.lDlbe r i .s ~entioned by several 'Nri ter3 ir.clu:'i.:"!5 

~ayo ~e ·· ' (1~~ " 2~) ,otzron (10~r · , x ) ~ - n~e r (rO -~b ' - _:\ "' .... -.. '-'.,, ' ./ . _. '- ..... c . .!.. , uc "" .> -' • 

has co:ne u~ ~ ith new fi g~re s cl ai :ned as creiible by the 

CS . .!. o f !,ice . 

First ly , the ov! r a ll "Awi ngi - 3pe aking" peo ple p::-esently 

li vi n~ i n uo jjam as of Ka y 9 , 1984 is kno wn t o be 261 , 693 

according to the CSA ' s report of March , 1990 . 5 Of this 

b 1 8 567 1 · . b 6 num er, on y , l ve ln ur an a re a s while t he ::-es t 

25 3, 126 r e side in t he r ur al areas . 

Of t ho tota l rura l popul atio n , 242 , 720 us e .~" i !1gi as 

th ·· i r onl y laosua;e . The r ema i ni ns 10 , 406 a re believed 

to be bilingua l s i n Amharic. 
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" ,·'; .,..,- i " t .,)... '·.--.. ' la t~ ey s:"'.; ·~ t t ~ 4--.?' ".:", r;c bot ':1 at nc .-. "1 .1. _1 ' _ do . '. ' , .,L. - __ _ .1. - ~ ... 

f nr 
. . . 

..... · .. :l:l -- ~ . 

ti-.e "1 

- .,:: .;; . '. 

i s 8 "j it ov ~ r .... qua r ter c f a million . ~:-: i 5 d i spos~s 

? -, ~ 

- ' . ""'?::: l 
~1 , .. i . - . 

i . e . we t , 

se~.i - ·:.' ot , .,.....::. .-

It arve st 

:- :--.- t he s e c r ')::"0 , 

~ n - j ... " y,' T'O Qj ···· : r ~ i ~:-,-::. ' r • .... - . ~ . . -. . - - - -. -

S8 u c e " wh. ic h '.S: - - :, r ,=, '!'; 3re as pa rt o f :: ':":~ ir mea l s . 

3e s i de s cu~t iva tic~ , the AW2~a s a l so keep ani= ·~ 7.~ . 

~~~ n f t~e ir { ---?s t i c an iMal s a~e c ~ t~le , she ep , so~t~ , 
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horse s and donkeys. Of th~ se, the hors es are mo st vital 

bec~"se th~y are used for farming a s we ll as riding . 

According to CS,, ' s report of March , 1990 nec.rly 

a l l Awawas (94 . 7%)7 are Orthodox Chri s ti ans. 

1.1 . 2 . THE LANGUA5GE: 

ITS CLA35IFICAT I Ot: : 

Awingi, according to Appleyard (1984:34; 1987: 2~ -5; 

1988 :581)8, i s a Central Cushitic langu8~e. Otter ~anSU3ses 

within this i ncl ude B~ lin , Xamtanga and K~mant~nay fo~nd 

i n Eritrea , wollo and Gondar re spective ly. 

According to Bende r (1976b :1 4) and _<ppleyard ( 1988 : 

590) , the position of Awingi within Cushi tic is as sho-c-n 

below . 

I 
Chadic 

I North 
Cushit ic 

B~lin 

I 
Berber 

Afroasiat ic Superfamily 

\ 

Ancient 
.t:gypt 

I 
Cent r al 

Semi tic 

I 
East 

I 
Cushi tic Oootic 

-, 
South 

Cushitic Cushitic Cushi tic 

( i_e. Agaw Group) 

I 
Proto- Agaw 

~ingi 
K'~manhnay 

Xamatanga (Khamt a nga) 
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. \ lt~o'Jg:: t::'e .\ od3.'.-J?,:' S:'~ !."' c.' 13:i7 ~ ly IJr := in r.'..!..:lber, 

t~ore ~=e 30m~ who ~~!iev~ ~~9 : t~e i :, l~~~ua~e is ne ~r 

ex:i~ction . ~e:zron ( ~06~ : 2) , for ins~ ~ ~ce , ~~kes it 

3. ' S1Jb?:trZ'~ :'.UIl t of ' Se~~tic supe::,se ~e!:}ce ' :'Cai!11y of 

j. 1T\.h ~ric. Tadesse :-'!er!C!istu ("OS4 :!.!. ) a':'::5 " ••• that 

c~i11rQn :'eceive e~uc3tion in AmhB:'ic , ~r.~ tta~ trib ~ !ism 

is low , (50) int8r- ma~~ia~e •.. r' enhances Bcc~lturation 

t::2r-?'by spee. d ing up t '::e 'textincti on ,r of the langue.~e . 

A~cleyard (1°87 : 244- 5) ; ~esenb histo~ical evi1ence for 

possi~ ilit 7 of the s~~e to ~~ in~i . 

In COr.::'3 S t t o t~e ~e ! ~~~r~ a~e al so t~ose w~o bold 

that the " •.• compgct and ingccessible nature of th~ 

area ••• , had ~:,ese rved th~ triba l ~ ~j lin~uis~ i c i~e~~ity 

of the loc"l (A~~w ) ceople ." 

In view of such controve~s i es , th~ r~seq ~~ ~er 

l ooked i~t o tte M3tter ·~~th some mo~e ~eed ~ n~ f ound 

out the following. 
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First o~ al~ , ~cco~ding to Bloom~ield (193, :13, 

463ff) , a 13ngua:e is sai d to be de e': (or e xtinct ) \·,hen 

"no c~il~ is t 3US~t i~, •.• or imit 3 ~es it.r! lnd ~ccord-

iD~ to Hocke tt (19S8 : 369) , th i s happens when· ••• a l l 

its speake ~s die ofJ o~ learn other languages without 

t~qn smittin~ t~e l a~gu8ge to • .• succeed i ng gene rgt~o~3 . " 

.u. ':'ingi i 3 !'let in such? s ituatio:c as i.t ~as ove r 3. -:u2::,t 2r 

of a mill i on nat i ve speake r s . 

Second ly , th9 90int I I • • • learn othe r langua~es 

(perhaps f~o!!l g:hools) without tr3nsmi~ting i t ' does not 

seem to hold for Aw ingi speg"k e r s ':IS t~ere are only :ftew 

~~ t~ ~ ~ ~~o ~av~ ~9d t~e chance o~ ~oi~= to schools f o= 

a .3eco:l1 13.~g·.r:::'? It ::' 28 be e n found. out f=om -:;8.'. 13 

repo:'t t"st only 2Cl . Bof of the ove :-all population of 

Goj.ja:2 , ·'i!:.ic~ :!1clu-:'es the ?eo?le under ~or..sider2~t ion 

~as ha~ ttis c~a3ce. The reTs ining 79 . 2% has oever 

had any chance of ~earning other l anguz~es . It has a l so 

been stated tha t migr a tion to other parts of the country 

has been mini mal , '.;hich a O;::c i n mea ns that the oppo~tunity 

of le a rnin~ a s econd language f rom oth~ r pl aces is ~lso 

li~it=i . ?~o~ tti s f e l lows ~he ?ossibility that ~he 

,eople ~ill cont inue to use thei r mother- tongue fo~ 

ge Ge r ations t o come . 
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Thirdly, Hetzron's view of 'Semitic supersedence', 

in this case Amharic over Awingi, does not seem to lead 

to "extinction" for two reasons: t '1e first is geographical 

and the second is the averse attitude of the people 

towards other languages. After having visited three of 

the Awawas' localities, the present researcher has only 

got to agree to Tadesse Tamrat's (1972:53) words "compact 

and inaccessible" with regard to the first , and Sender's 

(1976 b:40) words "sensitive attitude towards their lang­

uage and tradition" with regard to the second. 

Finally is Bloomfield's (1933:13) point of "inherent, 

gradual chane;e of language." In this re gard, all languaGes 

do, indeed , change in the course of time, and Awingi is 

no exception. ~huE, both it and it! "superseder" do 

gradually change . ~heir gradual change, however, does not 

mean "death". 

On these grounds, then,the researcher believes that 

the "extinction" of Awingi is not at least imminent. It 

will be "learnt" and "imitated" for many more generations 

to come. 

1 .2. LITERATUP.E REVIEW' 

Awingi is first recorded when Bruce (1790)Q mentioned 

it in his biblical translation of 'Songs of Solomon.' All 

works on this language since Bruce and until the turn of 

the 19th century had been either excerptual transcriptions 

of the Holy Book or lists of vocabulary items. Exampl~ 
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are Beke (1846) and W~ldmei&T ( 1868) . At t he t urn of 

t he 19th centur y , ~e i nis ch (1883) a nd Ro ssini (1895) 

came up with simp l e conjuga ti ons and comparisons of 

verbs of the Agaw l anguages. 

"Research proper" on Awin~i began with the "Verb 

Classe s of Aga u (Awi ya ) " by Palmer (1959) . In this 

work, Pa lmer touched upon the ( i ) phonology, ( ii)gramma-

tical ca te gorie s , and (iii ) morphologi ca l fe atures us ed 

for class ifying Awingi verbs into eight types. 

Next to Palmer is Het zron's (1966) work on the 

"Ve r bal "ystem of Southern Agaw." This is an ellabor a ted 

classif i cation of Awi ngi ve r bs on t he bas is of d i stri bution 

s uch as main, subordinate, co~pound , intention , and empha tic 

verbs . He also cl assifi es verbs on formal grounds such 

as those having 10-1 , I y-I , It-I , Ity-I , and t hose with 

I -y-I and I- t -I which he cal l s short verbs . 

Anothe r pers on is Tezera Ale ne (1962 Eth. Cal . ) . ~e 

class i f i es Awingi verbs on the basis of consonantal radicals 

int o t ype s wi t h one, t wo, three and f our radicals. He also 

treats c onjugat i ons and derivat i ons of verbs. 

The most recent work is Abeba Sirak's (1986) thesis 

on the "Structure of Simple Declarative Sentences in 

Awingi." She presents (i) inflection of nouns for number, 

gender and ca se referred t o as "morphologically dist i nctive 

features"; and (ii) noun forms such as "single, compound, 

conjoined, posse s sive" and various modifi ers in NPs. 

I 
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Verbs are claimed to have no inflections but both Hetzron 

and Tezera display verbal inflections at least for the 

perfect and imperfect aspects. Ve rbal inflections, 

accordi ng to Abeba, are " ••• included in the VP as 

oppose d to othe r models which treat such elements as 

independent constituents of a sentence." However, verbal 

inflections (INFL) are nowadays co nsidered as major sy:o t ­

actic elements heading a sentence and forming an IP, that 

is, an inflectional phrase (Riemsdijk and Williams 1986: 

302) • 

1.3. THE PRESENT STUDY 

Unlike all its predecessors, the present study is 

based on a theory known as Government and Binding (GB ) . 

Its specific aim is to show whethe r the princ ipl e s of this 

t heo ry can be used to explain the facts of Awi ngi verbs 

or not. Concretely, it tries to examine syntac t i c struc­

tures as pr oj ections of lexical items. 

To this end , the paper considers the complement struc­

tures of verbs in t his language and the levels in which 

they are found. In this regard, the study is both descrip­

tive and explanatory. It is descriptive because it tries 

to describe complement types of verbal heads; and it is 

explanatory because it attempts to give a theoretical 

reason for t he existence of levels of projection and for 

the selection of complement types at each level. 



- 11 

The study is based on data collected during the 

rese archer's field trip to the following areas: 

( i ) Chara , near Dangila 

(ii) Gimija.-Bet Mariam, in Ankasha 

(ii i) Dinkara , near Chagni; in Matakal 

1.4-. THE THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK 

As has just been stated, the study uses the theory 

of Government and Binding. This theory holds that the 

lingui stic knowledge of all human beings conform to a 

uniform system at the level of abstractions. This system 

is believed to be the interaction of a limited number 

of principles which vary in their application 'leading to 

differences in language s . In this connection, Chomsky 

(1981:5-6 ) says : 

UG (Univera l Grammar) consists of interacting 
subsystems which can be considered from various 
points of view. From one point of view, these 
are the va rious sUbcomponents of the rule sys t em 
of grammar. From another point of view, ••• , we 
can isolate subsystems of principles .••• 
Through the interactions of these systems ••• 

and with certain ••• parametric variations, ••• 
many properties of particular languages can be 
accounted for. 

The 'Components' that Chomsky refers to are: (i) the 

lexicon, (ii) the categori al component, (iii) the trans-
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formational component, (iv) the PF-component (the phonet i c 

f orm ) and (v ) the LF-component ( the logical f orm ) . The 

'subsystems' are the t heories of: ( i) bounding, (ii ) gover­

nment, (iii) theta, (iv) binding, (v) case, and (vi ) control. 

Of these components and subsystems, only the lexicon 

and the categorial component are central to this study. 

Hence, in what follows only these will be elaborated. 

1.4.1. THE LEXICON 

This specifies " ••• the morphologi cal nature of each 

lexical item in a language"(Radford 1981:42-3). That is 

to say, it " ... lists ... all the words in a language ," giving 

information about: ( i ) the ir syntactic. cat egory , that i s , 

whether a l exica l item is a verb (V) , a noun (N) , an 

ad j ective (A) , or a preposition (p ) , etc., (ii ) their 

me aning , (iii ) their pro~nc iation , and ( iv ) the constituents 

with which they co-occur, all shown in their entry. 

1.4.1. THE CATEGORIAL COMPONENT 

This is concerned with the phrase structure rules 

which " ••• specify how sentences are structured out of 

phrases, and phrases out of words" (Radford 1981:41). 

The current version of the rules is known as an "X-bar 

Theory" of phr<,.se structure rules. According to this 

theory: 

••• each lexical category X defines a set of 
syntactic 'categories X', X" ••• xk, the supercategori es 



• 13 • 

• f X related by phrase structure rules of the 
n Xn-1 ( ) form X... ... Jackendoff 1977:30 • 

'The bars (',", "' ) marked on phrases represent the 

values of "n", that is, the number of levels in the phrasal 

projection of a lexical item. Jackendoff (1977) assumes 

three such levels for all lexical categories and for all 

languages . 

Following this theory, a verb (V) projects into 

V" and V"'. The lexical verb is referred to as va. 
"tT' , , 

This projects into V' when it occurs with an obligatory func­

tional argument (Jackendoff 1977:57). The V', together 

with optional complement(s) of adverbial functions, projects 

into V". The V" cooccurs with what are called sentence 

adverbials to form V'" (Jackendoff 1977:62). Such adver-

bials are also optional. 

104.3. THE PROJECTION PRINCIPLE 

This relates to V'-complements. It requires that 

these complements must appear at each level of represent­

ation. In teChnical terms, the 'Principle' states that 

" ••• a lexical structure must be represented categorially 

at every syntactic level." (Chomsky 1986 a:84). 

According to this principle, a sentence like (1) is 

not possible. 

(1) • Dab basu L Linkan-e 10 -::J J 
ViVO .... v' 

Debbasu like -3ms-impf. 

'Debbasu likes.' 
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The reason for the ungrammaticality is that the 

lexical prope r ty of /~nkan-e-e / "likes" is not satisfied . 

The lexica l entry for the verb is as shown in (2): 

(2) / ~nkan-I : V [NP --:J "like" 

The frame shows that the verb needs an NP as its 

complement. Representing the verb without such a const-

ituent in the syntax leads to the ungrammat i cali ty obs erved 

in (1 ) above. 

1 . 5. TRANSCRIPTION 

The transcription used throughout this study is based 

on the phonemic inventory of the langua ge as presented i n 

He tzr on (1966 :6- 8) and ~ orku Gel a (1 986 : 35-40 ) . 

CON 3 0 NAN T S 

Labial s atveo- palat- velars l abio- uvular glot t al 
lars als velars 

~TOPS Vl P t k kW 9 ? 

Vd b d g gW 7i 

FFRICATES Vl ts ~ 
vd .i 

"RICATlVES Vl f s ¥ h 
Vd z ~ x Xw 

flliSONANTS V .. 
7' 

i .... 
m 7t. n 'D 

~EMI-VOWELS w v 
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VO '.ELS 

Front Center Back 

High i 
__ U 

M,Q J 
-0 

60.w 

a. 
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NOTES TO CHAPl'ER ONE 

1. There was not any study about the languages of 
A~aw (and/or their speakers) before Bruce's time. 
Earlier studies on languages concentratgd on G~?~z. 
For details, see Pankhurst in Bender (1976 a:25-42). 

2. Had it not been for brevity , more could have been 
said; for example (i) Taye Retta (196;:25-6) says 
" ••• Kemants live in North Gojjam (i.e. with the 
Awawas)", but according to Appl~yard (1988:581), 
this is not true,the k~mant-(nay) are found in 
Chilga and Kerker; (ii) Tezera Alene (1962 E.C.:8), 
says " ••• Aga.s live in Belaya in North-Western 
Gojjam ••• ," but Taye says that there are only few 
Falashas and Kunfels in this area; (iii) Abeba 
Sirak (1986:2) believes that "Agaw ( i.e. Awingi) ••• 
is widely spoken in the S'.thern part of Gojjam ," 
whereas Bender (1976 a:298ff ) sketches a "small 
pocket' of Shinashas, the de~d Gafats, and the 
overwhelming Amharas in t his place . Such inconsistenc ies 
have led sCholars to conclude that: (i) the geograph­
ical location of the Agaws is not certain (~ubiana 
1954); and, (ii) the Agew locations reflect 

geographical confusion (Bender 1976 b : 40). 

3. Cf. footnote 5 below. 

4. As to whether the first migrants were families, 
war lords, or brothers, does not seem to be certain. 
Rossini (1895:122-;) describes them as " ••• le sette 
fami~lie migrate ••• ;" that is, a migration of a 
family of seven. Trimingham (1965:164n) and Tadesse 
T8.llrat (1972:53-65) refer to them as " ••• fleeing 
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war chi efs •.• from Seqotta ••• and Lasta •.• " 

Ato '!' amir Dest a , my informant, ret3.ins '.hat 

trgdition has rp.serve~ for him,that is , 

• 

I I •• • mi~rants of seven brother s :'irst, and f our 

~ro~he rs later , II (See Aooendi x III). Moreove~ , 

che numbe r of the :i~st migrants is subject to 

quest ion as ~he present !'e sesrc~er ~as ~ome 

acrOS E a docu.rnent ;J:,ovided by r1erigeta Birhanu 

Kabbada (See Appsnd ix IV ) which claims that 

only 0ne family ( or wa r lord) called C~artasn 

ca~e a t first . This fa~ily procur ed ~he sevsn 

brothers who graiually grew to leade rship in . 

the are a . 

5 . T~e report ~s of a higb degree of plausibility 

as it has : ( i ) covsred all the populat ion of the 

!' e~ion , (ii) collected much more det~iled socio­

econo~ic 3 ~d ~~~o~r3r.~ic ~ 3~?- , 3r.d (ii i ) ~sej 

cOI!l? rp~e n siv~ C 2 ;.S'.lS enll."!l€::' 3t ior:. 9.;-e3 ~aps (:::: . . :~IS ) 

~~line9t ed ~~to ~ , 02 ~ of ~ ~~se . Morcov~ ~, ~~V2 0 ::' 

six E.At s ~ ~ve bee n put toget~e~ to f o r~ a su~~r-

vi~ion area (S .A J which coordina~ed s~veral su?c r-

'lisors. Th e r e ~a ve be e~ 7~6 3upervision a~eas . 

Cne supervi s or inspected five to s ix en~e ratars . 

Each errwnerato~ 'ti ent fr om ~ouse - to- house to 

carry out the census on both Idef3cto t and ' dejur e ' 

basis . Under t'1e rirst approach , people ·"ere counted 

as the r~s i d ents of ~ te place ~~ere they ~e~e 

foun~ an the Census Jay ' (~ fortnight since May 9 , 

"qsa). Under ~he spcand , they were counted on 

t he ~asis of his/"e~ usua l r es ijence . "Usual 

residence" here refers to living at a p lace for 

not less than six-months continuoas l y (See the 

preface of the report and th s first two pages of Its 

Chapter I for details) . 

\ 

\ 
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6 . " lirj~n " is define d a s a cente r of 2000 or ~o~e 

i nhabitants (C ::;;", c:arc h 1990 : 2n ) . 

and only 0. 10
, a r e :rotestant . ; !:e ;':os li~s :.:~ ~ ~ . 7;; . 

u r J3.n ••• , a s ~ . .,re l l as 11ethnic 11 d i s tr i buti o::::: . :: (-: _..: . , 

;':a rc!: 1990 : 33) . 

8 . One ~: i :" h t ·,:anc. e r \o,r h~t on e S ·~. Cl..! l d cuo te on l:- .-. :- l ~~ - .:-" :, c. 

Or! C::usi t i c cl ; s fi ific 2. "t i c:1 . : ",3"::;'- h a v~ , i:-: .::"" :-ed , "" ·::.. ... :~_~:;er! 

on t· ' is . ~ ~ ::2 ·:o s t r:o t a o l = O:J. <?S i !:c l uc e : ( 5.. : M- ..... ~"- ~ 

(19LlC~ ; (ii) '; r","nj ~ rg (1,,42 , 195 5 a , 1 ~'G~ 

( ii i) '::'ubiana ( 1954 ) ; (iv ) '~uc%cr (1967 b :' 

( v ) ::- l ~::, i" i' (1 0 69 a ) ; (v i ; hlrne r ( 107C: ; 

( ", ~ ~.:"\ --:, "'c" v __ , -'_~ _. ( " , ' - ( °7 ' \ V ~ ll) .:..asse 1 , "; 

( i ): : __ e:1c~ r ( 1<? 76 a ?.~c' b ) . ..(".':'?ve r , s::" 

the :~ - t a us~~ f or c las s i~i cat i c~ jy a l l ~.: ~" 

") . c. , 

p : : " : e 

\.,re ::, ~ t sc an ty ' li sts o~ v('·c n "J ula r:;- i t e T. s ",' - "- ' ~ .- .. I 

D~10r. .-· t': C a ::. ~ ·:.: :-.o!1er. i c co:'res;,c:ccence s , sue..:. . ·c::.. .. ~: .: 

1976 a 

acc e~ t ~j le i n t h i s re spect . :~ i~ is b e C 2~-~ ~0 

ha s ; r ovided: ( i ) p bono l o[ ic a l ( 1984 a ) , 

( ii ) c.1o r pho l o[, ical ( 1988) , an d ( iii ) gra'r. ~ tical 

( 198 7 ) bases f or cl essi fyin ~ par ti cu l a rly t~~ 

.~ga". tr. a t i s t :,e Centra l Cushi t ic 1 &ngu ~::'·8£ . 

9. Cf. Foo t note 1, a~ ove. 
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10 . The "3ms" in .'.·.'Iingi i s marked by / -e-/ , / -i-/ , 

/ -u-/ , /-y-/ , / - r-/ and even by a zero morpheme 

/ - 0- / . And the "3fs" is ma r ked by I - ai , / - t - / , 
/ -y-/ a nd /-i-/ . Yet , these morphe:nes are no t 
re strict~d t o s i gna ling only "3ms" or "3fs". They 

may also show o: he r things as shall be seen in 
the text . It is such overlapping reference that 

scholars refe r to as the "Agaw ••• interlockinG 

pattern ( See Fal mer 1970 : 574 ; Tucke r 1Q66 ; 
~pp leyard 1982 : 582 ; Tezera Al ene 1962 E. C. : 2~- _ ., . 



2.0. COM P L E MEN T S 

Jackendoff (1977:37) defines complements as " ••• 

concatenations of ordinary syntactic categories following 

a head in English." In Cushitic languages such as Awingi , 
1 

such elements precede the head (Baye 1986:85-7) • However, 

not all materi a ls preceding the head are complements. 

For instance, specifiers may precede a head but they are 

not complements. Jackendoff has four ways of recognizing 

complements. These include: (i) categorial label, 

(ii) pos'tion, (iii) distribution, and (iv) function. 

At the categorial label, complements refer to constit­

uents that are maximal projecti~ns of only major lexical 

categories such as nouns and adjectives. 

Positional ly, complements occupy argument pos itions 

such as those of subjects and objects. Such positions 

determine their distributions . 

Functionally, complements serve as objects, restri-

tive modifiers and non-restrictive modifiers. 

In light of these, we shall consider the structures 

of complements of Awingi verbs starting with those which 

form the minimal projection with non-clausal constituents. 

2 .1. NON-CLAUSAL COI".PLEMENTS 

Z.1.1. V'-COMPLEMENTS: 

These are functional complements which a verb strictly 
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subcategorizes t o form its minimal project ion, t hat is , 

it s V'. On the basis of the number and type of SUC il strictly 

su~categorized co~p l ements , verbs may be divi ded into: 

(i) copul ati ve s , (ii) tra!lsiti ves , and ( iii) intra.'lsi t ~ ves . 

2.1.1 .1 • COPULA'rIVE VERES: 

These are verbs which l ink thei r external and intercal 

argu'lle!lts. 'l'heir comp l eClp.!lts include AI's, NPs, PFs, and 

S Se Such verb s are called copul at i ves or 'lin'dng ver os ' , 

and their complements as ' linked-complements' (3rown and 

r.iller 1geO:50) . Leaving the Ss (clausal complements) 

for treatment in the next chapter, we shall examine the 

rest of the complements here. 

2 . 1 . 1 .1. 1. CCPULATIVJ::S '';IT:1 ADJ:SCTIVAL CCnL~Y"::NTS 

Verbs such as /_ax/2 "be", /yaxu- / "become" anti /tse[er_/ 

"seem" take adjectival complements which express 'state' or 

' change of state ' that their external arguments underso . 

Such verbs occur in structures of the type in (3) . 

(a ) (i.) Yli-ka L[~buzz0 
v' A'" A· .. 

he-foe fat 

'HE3 is tat. ' 

(ii) 'ili-ka L LbUZZ~ 
v' A'" .... ' .. 

she-foe fat 

'SHE is tat. ' 

L-axJ J 
VO ..... 0 v' 

-be (impf • ) 

L-~J 
v· v. v' 

-be(impf.) 
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Jabbasu ~~waleji-1 
y' A'" ,A'" 

Debbasu .l~ 

' Jebjasu became 01 •• ' 

Cyaxu 
v· 
becom~ 

-u-x"'aJJ 
VO v' 

( c ) tsHa .,ntsaxa ~ L 1iij~a-\1af ~tseger - t - eJJ 
v' A'" A'" V O V O v' 

li ttl!' gi!'l beautif'll-acc seem - 3t$- i :cpf. 

' (~~e)5 little girl seeDS beautifu!. ' 

'Cn the structure ir. Oa), th'? ,,:'~~OUD /5i / "he 0:' 5;'.e" 

ar~u!::!p!1t can :ake / - ka/ ''''2ich is assu~ec here to ~e :?. 

'focus ' "11 3rl:er . :,:'"!:!e structure (3b) .sho'ds 2. ' C~3.n i:: ::' o ~ st ,£~t e ' 
... 

'"i th t:ce ver'~ /ya),:u-/ "bec~·Je" . :Cl (;c) , the ve rb /"secs :,-/ 

"seelJ:!1 e:(?:'e3s'?s a I stqte ' th~ extern 2. 1 argument ll: ,:.6 :-::.,.ce s . 

( '+) IF 
:7' 1 I ---------- ________ - 1 

----- ----•• I I I T 

" 

"l ' I 

I 
.••• I , 

; ti 'J."'t Ir:~ .s 
, I 

3",s/3i's im~S' 

'" 

/v~ 
A I I , ';:) 

-i-/ -a-

, , , 
.'\ , 
I 
A' 

:1° 10 
A 

I I I 

foil /buzz-/ / _a:v'; 

he/she fat -be 

':{e/:he is fat. , 



(5 ) 
if- ax J1l 
LLY'XU-, etclJ 

• 
• 

v II be " 

tI ?E'CO::le ll
• 

'"' .1. 1.1 . ? 

Copulative verbs cay also t ake no=io ql c omp lgnent B as i n 

t oe str 'lc tures in (6) : 

( 6 ) ( a) ( . , i:l aqxe C C SUfJbi-w anki-J C-axJ J ,1 ) 
v' N'" IV '" V' v' y ' 

t':is thing . '" :la ~ze -o...l.. ' injera ' - ':e(illt :; f. ) 

' ( lit . ) this thing is 'inj er 3 ' of :laize . , 

This "is 'io j era' ~ade of maize. ' 

(ii ; :..saj e C C xsanti ~ ~a", 3 6 - i -J..i! J aqiJ 
v' Nil' N'" v· v· v ' 

Agaje b ig man -~r0g - 3::ls -b e (iD;!~ 

' Asaje is being a big ~an .' 

. , Jaboasu C C sagi in t S3.? ~ 1 , c :;,:c - u :,..; -
v . .J .. ~' 

y' IV '" ~ AI ,,' v· ....,0 v' 
Deobasu Ita.ndso m.t. 10y becc;;u. - ;:n s - p:' . 

'~ebbasu became a handsome boy. ' 

(i i ; -. C C gitsini .J r- eJ J n l L.. yaxu :l 

V' N'" IV '" v· v· v' 
~e merchant DecJ;:!e )O S- imDf . 

'He will become a merchant. , 

( c ) '.gaj e C C gudi gi t siniJ Ct3eger - - iLl 
v' N'" IV'" VO v. v' 

Agaje geod merchant see!ll - ' ms-impf . 

'Agaje seems a good !llerchant. ' 
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... s t~e e:·~a...-.;les sho w, the ver':> / - x.:/ "bell strictl::­

suJ::3.teO' o riz~s -:ile :::rs /surnbi w anr.:i / III4:nje r a ' ;::Jade of 

. " . ( . \ . / . ~a12e !n a 1. ~n ~ x sant l 

The verb /ya..v:'.J. - / "beco~e!l .?lsl) select s the ~:F/sa5i 

4 n t sJY/ "'-l .~~~ ri 5o:-e b:)] 11 in ( ':.> i ) .?n:l t~:e :71' /g i t s i r.i / 

"o e r cr.gn t " i n (b ii ) . In just t ":l e za.")e way. the ve r b 

/ t se r:er-/ " se,":: " in ( c ) t al':e s t he ::? /81ci ::; it s i:li / 

are 

(7) ____ IF 

'~Itf ~ T I 
VI " 

-----= 
, ,. I I 

" 

"' '':' I 
-' 

,,0 

" 

I 
.~ I , 

-, ' 

'''-:; ~~ . , . 
I 

.. ~ I t 

I 
'" .' 

. ",~ ~.-o 
-"\. J. i 

, , , 
A 

/ ac;i / 

-b e ' 

tAgaje is ~ei~~ a b i~ ~~n. 1 

~ 
:~ 
-~-/- 'j - 2_-_ '~:-

:. -::? i' • 

., 
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( 8) I[_ax ] 
yaxu-

~ tseger_ 

V ~'" -J 
IIbecom ell 

"seem" 

2 .1.1 .3 . COFUL:l.TI TI:S lt1I Til POSTPOSI TI ONAL PHRAS;:: C01 ? IEI-:::::,TS : 

The copulative verbs we h8ve seen so far can al so t~~e 

postpositional cooplements like those in (9 ) belo'l. 

(9) (a) Agaje L Ln~n-da 
v' p'" 

Aga je hOU8e~from 

ax-diJ 
P'" 

in-from 

L-i-0J 
v lJ vI> v' 
.3as • De (iJ:lpf.) 

'(lit.) Agaje is from the house from the inside (of it). 

'Agaje is inside th~ house.' 

(b) Dasaas L Lni.n-da 
v' 'P'" 

Da8sash houee-from 

ax-diJ .,.. ... 
in-from 

L-a-vJ 
VO v G v' 
-J'fs-be(impf ) • 

'Dassash is inside the house.' 

(c) ni-ka L Lwuj e-tv L- i -
Vi 1>'" ., ... VO 

he-foe lion-as -3cs-
aiJJ 

VO v' 
be ( impf. ) 

'EE is like a lion.' 

(d) 'lli - ka L Lwuj e-tiJ 
v' P'" p ... 

Uar;. - u-xv J 
VO \I" v' 

he-foe lion-8s become -3ma-pi 

'HE became like a lion.' 

(e) sUxi L L mitse-ta J 
v' p'" p'" 

::tseger - e - eJ J 
vet VO v' 

b~er mead-like seem - 3me-impf 

' (The) beer seems like mead.' 

! , 
;. 
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As C3 n be see n fr om t~e exa~ples in (q ) , t~e co~ple -

me!1ts I nin-d:3 

6 ;hr3ses . They fu~c~ion as loc 9 t i ~2 8n~ CO~?3r9~i ve 

com?!e~ents • 

(10) 

The s t ruct~ral rpp~nsen~at i on of t~c eX3 ~ples ~nd 

(1') r esnective ly . 

_____ I P 

!'-T I I ,---- -------- I 1 

I 1f~ -------- I 

~! I I ~! I I I 

I 'T' l."-,, /T:' Sj 
______ : W 

~ ~ - u - -x -, 
~ t F I I I ,:, 0 -. ~ ..... .;' :,. :t! .. , !" "- • 

I 
pi I 

I 
P ' 

NO N " ~ ~pO 
I 
'I ' , 
I 
N' 
I 
NO 
I 

l i'ii/ I wuje.-/ 

he lion 

I - tal 

like/Jj 

I ~e became l :ke ~ lion .' 

Iyaxu- I 

become 
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"bell 

"become" 

"seem" 

2.1.1.2. TRANSITIVE VERES: 

Transitive verbs can be divided into subtypes. These 

include the semi-transitives, the mono-transitives and the 

di-transitives. We treat these in turn. 

2.1.1.2.1. SEJ'lI-TRA.:·1SITlVE VERBS: 

Verbs "hich select cognate nominals as their complemAnt s 

are considered as semi-transitives. The fact that the comp-

lements are their own cognates makes it possible for such 

verbs to occur with or vithout such comp le~ents "ithout 

any l os s of meaning. Thi s is 0~8ervable from tbe structures 

i n ( 12 ) . 

( 12) (a ) ( i ) ili L LziqueJ t: ziq - u - eJ J 
V i ,.,.. . N '" v 0 vo V ' 

he drink drink -3ms-impf. 

'He drinks a drink.' 

(ii) iii £' feJ Lzioq - u - eJ J 
v' v· \/,0 v' 

He drink-3ms-imp! 

'He drinks.' 

(b) (i) iutsaxa t: CbixureJ {"bioxur 
v ' /II ' " 11;"" V O 

girl porrige porridge-3fs- pI 

'(lit.) (the) girl porridged porridge.' 

'(The) girl prepared porridge.' 

t 
I 
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(ii) i,ntsaxa L ["e.J Lb ... "rur - t - xWaJ J 
v' V O V O v ' 

girl porridge-3is- pi 

'(The) girl prepared porridge.' 

(c) (i) Agaje L L caxe .J L cax- u -
V' rI'" /tI ... v· 

Agaje urine urinate-~s- pi 

'(lit.) Agaje urinated (his) urine.' 

, Agaje pissee.' 

( ii ) Agaj e L reJ t:cax 
v, v" 

Agaje urinate - 3ms- pf. 

' ( lit. ) Aga je urinated.' 

, Agaje pissed.' 

All the s t ructures in (12) are acceptable with or 

without the complements. 

The tree repres entation of such structure s is as shoHn 

in (13) ani the subcategoriaat ion f r 9mes in (14 ) . 

Nil' 

N" 

I 
N' 

I 

-----p ~I' 
V " ~ ~I 
I ~~'T=~ 
V" G·GR I TNS I 
I 
V' N".----- ~VO -u-

3ms 

loT -x a 
pi 

I 
Nit , 
N' 
'0 N 

• I 
(fcaxe/) 

urine 

• I 
/cax-/ 

urinate 

'Ag9.je pissed . ' 
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(14) Ccax- ,ets? v J "urinate". 

2.1.1.2.;<. MONO-T:~SITlVE VERBS: 

As the name suggests, the verbs in this group obliga­

t.rily take a single non-cognate nominal co~plement. 

Such verbs contrast with semi-transitives in that they 

cannot drop their complemen,s without any loss of meaning. 

Irt fact, the semantics of all such verbs is greatly 

determined by the presence of their complements. The 

sentences in (15) may illustrate this. 

(15) (a) (i) upl aqi L ftuse- eJ 
VI W'" IV'" 

one man bread-acc eat -3ms-pf. 

'(A ) man ate bread.' 

(ii) ·impl aqi L Le J LXo - x'If~ J 
v' vv VO v' 

OD~ man eat -3ms-pf. 

'(A) man ate , 

Agaje L Cgi.sen-oJ 7 .["ku - u - xW8:J J 
v' Nil' 1'1,,, V O ",,0 v' 

Agaje dog -acc kill-3ms- pf 

I Agaje killed a dog.' 

(ii) • Ageje L [" e J Cku - u - xWaJ J 
v' vo VO Vi 

Agaje kill-3ms- pf 

'Age je killed.' 
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The structures i n (i) are grammatical whereas those 

in (ii) are not. The reason for their ungrammaticallity 

is that the verbs occur without ,~eir compl ements. 

The structural relation of the compl~mants and their 

heads is shown in (16) and the subcategorization frame 

in (17). 

(16) 

N",~P~I' 

N" 

N' 

Jo N , 
IAgajel 

Agaje 

V I I , .....----- ---- I 
I ( 

in IAGR ,rNS / 

,,,,/"~v' -;:, -;:' 
Nit 
I 
N' 

'0 N 
I 

Ig;i,sen-ol 

dog-ace 

/ku-I 

kill 

'Aga je killed a dog.' 

(17) 11m-I V [~'" _ ] "kill." 

DI-TRANSITIVE VERBS: 

Verbs that strictly subcategorize two complements are 

considered as di-transitives. Here, we shall consider 
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only nomi na l a nd pos t." 0 5i t ional compl ement s of such verbs . 

Sxamp le s a re shown in ( 18) . 

( 1 g) (3. ) Dabbas u L U ga j:5 &nzeb-3] 
v ' P'" 'P'" N'" AI'" 

De bba s u Aj3.je - to C1on e.7-'" 

' Debba su g3. ve money to Aga je .' 

( b ) 'fii L foa pe z- da 
V' P'" 

he t ab l e - f:,o!!l 

amp-~ /S4:c e reil Gku i r - )( ~J-J :J 
p .II N i l' N I" VO Vo Vi 

on- from cup- acc put: -~ "'';- f'J 

' He put t he cup on the t able .' 

In ( 18 ) , th e ve r b s /'r y- / "give" and / 4:nkui r- / "put" 

have h 'o c ompl e ments e3.c h . In ( a ) , / genzeb- O/ ;, ( t he.) 

mon ey" i s t he direct ob j ect ~hi le /A ga je -~/ "t o As aj e " 

i s t he indirec t ob ject. And i n ( b ) , ~he comp l ~ ~ ~~~s a:,e 

t~e iirec t ob j e c't / b4: t er:e- e/ !I ( t~e ) cup " '3.n d. t :"e lc c:lt ive 

pos tpo s i ti ona l p~rase /t ripe z- da amp- da/ "on t~e t3b l e rr
• 

None o~ t ho c omp lem ~ nt s can be dropped . Exc ha ngins the 

positi ons o ~ t he c om?lem ~ nts i s , ho~e v e r, poss i ble ~ i ~ ~out 

any c b' n~e of mea ni ng . But da t ive shift is not possi ble . 

Tbere!o:'e , ( ' 0 a ) i s ac c eptab l e ~h e:,eas ( "9b and c ) a :,e 

not . 

( 19) (3) Dabbas u C [jen-oeb-..§l 
V' N'" N'· 

Debbasu money- ac c 

ftjaj e3! L~y-i-Xy J 
p '" P'" V· v o V' 
Aga je- to gi ve- 3ms- pf . 

' Debba s u gave the money to Aga j e . ' 

( b ) • Dabba su (;9ga je17 fJ.enzeb:;/J1lJY-i-;;;7-1 
Debbasu Aj.l-je-f5 -rnon.ey-acc jiVe.-J..,. fj . 

' Debbasu gave t he money to Agaje.' 
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(c) • DabbaS"~enZeb~~aje-~~-i-~~ 
v1 '/v,., III- N'" AI'" v' V. v' 

D~bbasu money- ace A~aje-0 give--3ms-pf. 

' Debbasu ga ve Agaj e ~oney .' 

T~e tree repr~ sentat ion of the structur es and the 

subcn te~orizat i on frame s of such ver'Js ar~ ::ho ..... n D61ow. 

~ ___ IP~ 

Nil' ~ II 

( 20) 

V~ ------r , 
V' , 

I 
V' Nt I [AGRhNS ) 

N' 

NO 

j 
IDabhasul 

Debbas u 

~I l' 

I 
W ' 
I 
N' 
I 
NO 

I 
IAgajel 

Agaje 

/\~ 
p i I' Nt I I VO 

I 
N' , 

I 
N' 

I-sl Ige n zeb-ol 

to money-ace 

I 
I 

I+y-I 
gi ve 

Iw 
-i- -x a 

3ms pf 

' Debbasu ga ve money to Ag~je .' 

N' "_],,giVe " 

"put". 



2.1.1.3. INTRANSITIVE VERBS: 

These are of two types. On the one hand, there are 

those which do not require 9.lly complements. '''e shall 

use the term "Vacuum,,8 for such verba. On the othe!' hand , we .. 

have verbs which show movement. These require adver bial 

complements. We sh&ll use the term motion verbs for these. 

2.1.1 .3.1. VERBS ';11TH NO COI1I'LEl-lENTS : 

( VACUUM VERBS) 

As stated above, such verbs have no complements. 

'Their grammatical relations are with their external 

arguments, i.e., subjects only. On grounds of what they 

express, they may be classified as statives and eventives. 

STATIVE V'i:RBS: 

These describe the state of being their external 

ar~uments are in. The following are examples. 

boy ~et fat-3ms-pt. 

'(The) boy ~ot fat.' 

(b) ;i,ntsaxa t:L leges - t - xWaJJ 
v' V O V O v ' 

girl get tall-3fs- pf. 

'(The) ~irl ~ot tall.' 

The verbs express the state of being 'tat' 9.lld 'tall' 

that their respective external arguments get into. 

2.1.1.3.1.2. EVENTlVE VERBS: 

The v~rbs in this ~oup express actions which 

, 
]. 



involve or affect their external arguments. Observe the 

examples in (23). 

(2;) (a) aqi L L"atUt - u - xWaJ J 
v' V O v~ v' 

man sneez -;ms- pf. 

'(The) man sneezed.' 

(b) xuna £" Lxuax - tin - xWaJ J 
V'va Vo v' 

woman laugh -;fs - pf. 

'(The ) woman laughed.' 

The verbs / at;i,st-u-xwa / "sneezed" and / xuax_tin_xwa / 

"laJaghed" show events involving their subjects /aqi/ "man" 

and /xuna/ "woman" respectively. 

The structural relation that stRtives and eventives 

hav~ with t heir external ar~e::.ts can be ShOI'Il as in (24) 

and their subcategorization frames in (25) . 

(24) 

boy 

IP 

N' , , -------- ----- I' 

I V"-:-- ------ I 
N" 
I 

\ I 

V" [iGR/tNsl 
I w 
V' -u- -x a 
.!..t> v- ;ms pf. 
I 

/buzit-/ 

get fat 

'(The) boy got fat.' 

v [- - J "get fat" 

"sneez". 



2.1.1.3.2. VERBS WITH ADVERBIAL COMPLEI'!ENTS: 

(MOTION VERBS) 

Wittin the same class of intransitives, there are 

verbs of motion which take adverbial complements. ~~ey 

are of two types: directional and source. 

2.1.1.3.2.1. VERBS WITH DIRECTIONAL ADVERBIALS: 

Verbs that strictly require adverbial comple~ents 

of direction or goal are considered here as motion verbs 

of directional complements. Structures with such verbs 

include the following: 

(26) (a ) intsay C Cadara~a-xaJ 
VI P'" p'" 

;: tu - u - xWaJ J 
VO VO VI 

hall - in enter-3ms- pf. boy 

'(The ) boy entered into the hall.' 

(b) Diibb:lsU ish Agaje C L!idarasa-xa-des] [}u - =!ilJ 
v' 1" " p' " VO vo v' 

Debhasu and Agaje hall -in-from come out-3pl-pf 

'Debbssu and Agaje came out of the hall.' 

(c ) .~ts'lY C Ctu - u - xWaJ J9 
v'vo vo It'" 

boy enter-3ms-pf. 

'(The) boy entered.' 

Unless in strict discourse contexts, structures like 

(260) are ill-formed because the verb /tu-/ "enter" does 

not have the required adverbial complement. The tree conf­

iguration of the structures and the subcategorization 

frames of the verbs are as shown in (27) and (28) respect­

ively. 



(27) 
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______ IP 

N'" ~I' ___ 

VI I t I 

~" ~ I AGR TNS 
N' , V' 

/ ~ _!~ __ ~w~ 

N' 

boy 

P' , , VO 3ms pf. 
I 
p' , 
I 
pI 

/ ~ r" pO 

N' , 

I 
r r 
/a~rasa-/ /-xa/ 

hall in 

/tu-/ 

enter 

'The boy entered i nto the hall.' 

(28) ~t .U- Jll 
ULu- l et. L\ v i:P:" - ] L1T

' 

"enter" 

"come out" 

2 .1 .1 .3. 2 .2. VERBS 'nTH SOURCE A DVEREI ALS : 

Another subclass of motion verbs include those , .. hich 

take adverbial complements of source. Some call such 

complements as ablatives (Radford 1981: 317f). Sxamples 

of such structures are given below. 

(29) (a ) (i) Agaje L Lkukri-sty 5t- u. - X""L] J 
V' pilI pIli ~ 'v~ v, 

Agaje down-to· fall-3mB-pf 

'Agaje fell downwards.' 
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(ii) ? Agaje ~ ~~t - u - xWa-1~ 
v' V<' yO v' 

Agaje fall-3ms- pf. 

, Agaje fell.' 

(b) (i) ~. 

n~ L Ljali-steJ Ctu - u - xWaJ J 
V' -p'" P'" VO v' V' 

he up-to rise -3ms- pf. 
, He rose upwards. , 

(ii)? ni ~ ~fu - u - xWaJ J 
Vi VO v~ Vi 

he rise-3ms- pf. 

I He rose.' 

The structures in (i) in (29 a and b) are acceptable 

whereas those in (ii) are dubious as the verbs lack comp­

leJ:ents. 

The configurations of the structures and subcategor-

ization frames of the verbs with directional and source 

co~plernents are the same. However, the diacritic /dir/ 

for directional and /abl/, i.e. ablative, for source 

complements are needed as in (28) to avoid confusion. 

This means that the complement structures of the verbs 

La (26) and those in (29 a and b) may be collapsed into (30). 

(30) [[::~ .. to.] J [ 

P'" -J "eater" 

V n~~~ "fall", etc. 

So far, we have considered V'- complements. In the 

.ext section, we shall consider si~ilar complements at 

the level of V". 
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2.1.2. V" - Cot!FLEI1ENTS: 

As has been pointed out earlier, '"-complements 

include restrictive modifiers whose function is to 

restrict or define the assertion made in V' in terms of 

circumstantial information. Unlike V'-complements, V"­

compleme~ts are not strictly subcategorized constituents. 

Because of this, they cannot be included in the lexical 

~ntries of verbs. Instead, they occur with V'-structures 

and form the larger syntactic string, V". This is shown 

in the structures in (31). , 

(31 ) (a) Agaje t:C ayn~LCatiost - u - xWaJJJ 
v" 4~1/. v' v. v · v' v" 

Agaje yesterday sneez -3ms- pf. 

, Aga je s~eezed ye ster day .' 

(b ) Dassa~ ~L: nio~ - da ax - da J C Ltuse - e.J 
v " 'P'" ,... . v' IV'" IV'" 

Das sa sh house -fr om in-from bread-ace 

60 - i - xWa_7 J.J 
V. v o v' V " 

eat-3!s- pf 

' Das sash ate bread in t he house.' 

( c ) Diibbasu ~/miokuli-sJ LLbU'ure - eJ 60 - eJJJ 
'V" p-:" 'P'" v' N ' " N'" V O v" v ' v" 

Debbasu spoo. -by porrid!e-acc eat-3ms-imp!. 

'Debbasu eats porridge with a spoo •• ' 

(d) Agaje ~ ~soxet-s soxet-s J L L car;ni-s97 L kas -e JJ) 
V" p ... P'" 10" 'P'" p'" v· V·V·v" 

Agaje week -by week -by Chagni-to go-3ms-imp!. 

'Agaj e goes to Chatni weekly.' 

(e) siomki - w 

barley-of 

sUxiLLtila- sJ LL~d:.7 L- i - uJJ.J. 
V" "P'''' 'P'" v ' A'" A'" v· .,. V' v''! 

beer heal th-!or !ood - 3ms-be-impf. : 

'(Et~iopian) beer made o! barley is !ood for health.' 

The comFlements of V" include adverbial or postposit-
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ional phrases that express time as in (a), place as in 

(b), instrument as in (c), frequency as in (d) and pur­

pose as in (e). ~loreover, more than one V"-complements 

may occur in a single sentence as in (32). 

(32) Dassa~ L C ayna J CmUuli-sJ ["nion - da ax - daJ 
V" u..,. P'" P'" 7 .... p", 

Dassash yesterday spoon -by house-from in-"from 

porridge-ace eat-3fs- pf. 

'Dassash ate porridge yesterday with a spoon 

in the house.' 

Some constituents also occur as V' or V" complements. 

Ex~ine, for instance, the sentences in (33). 

(33) (a) Agaje ~Cni.n - da ax - daJ Ctu - u - xWaJJ 
v' 'P'" .,... v" v' Vi 

Agaje hous .. - from in -from enter-3ms- pf. 

'Agaje entered into the hO'lse.' 

(b) Agaje L LIOli.n -.. ax - daJ L Cbi.xure - eJ 
V" ~... .".. v' N'" N'" 

Agaje house-from in-from porridge-ace 

eat-3ms .• pf. 

'Agaje ate porridge in the house.' 

In (33a) the FP Inion-da ax-dal "in the house" occurs 

as a V'-complement, and in (33b) it occurs as a V"-comple-

ment. The question which follows from this is how to distino~­

ish V"-complements from those of V'. Baye (1986) has used 

three tests to distinguish such complements. These include 

(1) the scope of negation, (ii) V'-gapping, and (iii) V"-

gapping. 



According to him, in Oromo " ••• a constituent ... 
must be adjacent to the form carrying the ne~ative 

element" in order for it to be negated. This situation 

is the same in Awingi as illustrated in (34). 

(34)(a)(i) Agaje ~~n~n - da 
V' 'P'" 

ax - daJ Ctu - u - xWaJJ 
7J ot' Y'" ,"",0 v' 

Agaje house-from in-from enter-3ms-pf. 

, Agaje enterp.d into the house.' 

(ii)Agaje C Ln~n - da 
v' pt .. 

a.--:: - daJ L tu - u - a:y-aJ J 
p". ,",0 va v' 

Agaje house-from in-from enter-3ms-neg-pf. 

'Agaje did not enter into the house.' 

(b)(i) Agaje LLnu - da ax - dy CCbixure - eJ 
v" P '" P'" V' N'" N '" 

Agaje house-from in-from porridge-ace 

Cxo - xWaJ J J 
VO v" v, v" 

eat-3_s-pf. 

, Agaje ate porridge in the house.' 

(ii) Agaje L Lnu - da 
V" 'P '" 

ax - da J L Cbixure - '= J 
-p ." VI N'" /"II'" 

Agaje house-from in-from porridge-ace 

LXO - ay - aJJJ 
V O 1,0"0 v' v" 

eat-'3ms-neg-pf. 

'Agaje did not eat porridge in the house.' 

~he affirmative statement (34 a i) does not have a 

V" - complement. The inherent property of verbs like/tu-I 

"enter" requires that they strictly subcategorize directional 

adverbial PPs sucb as /Ilin-da ax-dal "into (in) the house" 

(cf. above: p.36r). ~his makes the?P ~ V'-oomple~ent. 

This PP is affected by the negative element /-aya/ "not" 

in (34 (a i1) ) as it is close to it. 

Tae affirmative statement (34 (b i) ), however, has both 

a V'-complement, which is the NFl bi~ure-el "porridge", 

and a V"-comple~ent, which is the PP Inin-da ax-dal 

) 

!. 
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"into (in) the house". The negation in (34 ('0 ii) ), t hus, 

affects the V'-complemE'nt NP 1 b~e-el "porridge" as it 

is close t o it. The PP 1 n;i,n-da ax-da 1 "into (in) the house " 

is further away from the negative element and is, there-

forA, not affected by it. This helps us to identify t he 

PP in (34 ('0 ii ) ) as a V"-complement. 

Furthermore, we have already shown that verbs such as 

/xo-I "eat" strictly subcatE'gorize only NP cnmplements as 

illustrated above in (15) . Ev~n if we exchange the ,ositions 

of the NP 1 b;i,xure-e 1 "porridge" and the P? 1 n;i,n-da ax-dal 

"into (in) the house" in (34- ('0 ii ) ) as this is possible 

in Awingi, the V'-compl ~ment will still be the NP. 'rhe PP 

remains outside the V'. When there is an exchange of position, 

the PF "'ill be closer to the negative ele:nent and will be 

affected by it. But this does not dismiss the PP froill 

be ing a V"-complement as the ver b Ixo-I "eat " is lexic2~ly 

specified for only an NP. 

Another device of identi fying a V"-complement is 

~apping and its accompanying pr oform . The device deletes 

V' leaving a proform. The process does not aff ect V"-

elements. Consider the examples in (35). 

(35)(a) Agaj e L L a,yna J L Ctay - oJ 
V" ~Jv. v' /v' .. /V' . , 

[Jew - u - xWaJJJ 
VO V O v' V" 

Agaje yesterday s!leep-acc buy- 3ms - pf. 

'Aga j e bought a sheep yesterday.' 

(b) Diibbasu t: CnakaJ L Ctay - oJ [Jew - u - xWaJ J J 
V" ","v. v' N'" /II'" v. VO v' V" 

Debbasu today sheep-acc buy-3as-pf. 

'Debbasu bought a sheep today.' 

, , 

, ,. , 
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(c)(i) 
W " 

Agaj e LL ayna J t:Ctay - oJ [JftW - U - x aJJ] 
V" adv· v' N '" IV'" I/ 0 I/O V I v·, ' 

Agaje yesterday sheep-ace buy-3ms-pf 

Dabbasu ~Lkuts~ Lnaka~-1 
V" y'. p'f'o,or ... d.-tlv· v" 

Debbasu al~o today. 

'Agaje bOl!Jhi J. shee, yesterday; 

Debbasu also today.' 

(ii) *Agaje L L ayna J L Ctay - 0] LJew - u - xWaJ.JJ 
v It ;J..av· -3..;". v' N"> /'II '" VO v " ,",'v'" " 

Agaje yesterday sheep-ace buy-3ms- pf. 

Dabbasu /: LfcutsV L - J J 
V" v'· Pro!o,.,., i.elv· v" 

Debbasu also • 

'Aga je bOU.jht a sheep yesterday ; 

Debbasu also.' 

Both (a) and (b) of (35) have a common V'-structure 

/tay-o je .. _u_xwa/ "bou9 ht (a) sheep". When this is delet ed, 

we have (35 (c i » . T~is st ructure has the pro form 

jkutsi/ "also". This form cannot replace a V"-element 

as the ungrammatical (35 (c ii ) ) shows. The structure 

becomes gram'1'stical with the V"-constituent /naka/ "today" 

not mi ssing. 

The same devic e of gapping can also be used on V"-

elements , and the pro form w~ get is different from the 

proform of V'. Consider, for ex~ple, the structure in (36) . 

(36 ) (a) Agaje L Lwa:rem - sJ t: Lwuje - eJ Cku - u -
V" ",," p ... v' /tI'" N '" ,,0 xWa7.JJ 

v·~'v·· 

Agaje spea:r -by lion-acc kill-3ms- pf 

'Agaje killed a lion with a spea:r.' 

I , , 
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(b) Dabbasu L Lwarem - sJ t: L~lUje - eJ !Ju - u - xWyJ J 
V" p. .. 'P '" Vi /V ' " N'" vo VO Vi V" 

Debbasu spear-by lion-ace kill-3ms- pf 

'Debbasu killed a lion with a spear.' 

(c) (i) Agaje L LWarem - jJ L Lwuje - ~ Cku - u - xWy J J 
V " p'" P'" N'" N'" v" V" V'II''' 

Agaje spear- by lion-ace kill-3ms- pf 

1:'abbasu Lkila 7 
v II. pro.J~r," 

Debbasu too 

'Aga j e killed a lion with a 'spear; Debbasu, too.' 

(i.i) • Agaje L /Warem - 97 C lwuje - i7 Cku - u - xWg J J 
V" -Po.. ,?-;-;", v' N'" N'" yO 1.0'0 v' Y" 

Agaje spear -by lion-ace kill-3ms- pf 

Dabbasu L J. 
Debbasu ___ 0 

'Agaje killed a lion with a spear; Debbasu o ' 

'."hat we see in (36) is that both (a) and (h) have. 

identical V"-structure . '.'hen thi ,s structure is deleted, 

10Ie get the proform /kila/ "too" in the gapped position as 

shown in (36 (c i)). without this proform the structure 

becomes ill-formed as (36 (c ii)) allows. 

It has already been statec that V"-complements are 

optional; and hence, need not )e shown in the subcategor­

ization frames of the verbs • They only need to be sho\ID 

in a tree structure cf the type in (37) in which they 

branch from the V"-node as sister of V'. 



______ IP ______ 

N' " ----- / I' _______ 

I V" , ------- I 

Nt I V' , I AGR/rnS] 

I /~ 
pi I • 

\ 
P' , 

V' 
.--/ ~ 

~T'" r' 
\ 
N' , 
I 

!~ r 

I-I _xwa 

3ms pf 

IAgajel 

Agaje 

In~-da ax-da/ /bhur8 - ej / x 0 -/ 

hQuse-fro. in-from porridge-acc eat 

, Agaje ~te porrid!e in the house.' 

V" ' - COMP~S: 

Complements at this level include structures of pare-

nthetical information. Again saving the clausal types ~or 

the next chapter, we shall examine here only the s~ple 

complements. Consider the examples in (38) . 

(38)(a) Agaje ~Lirg~t-e~ ~LIaga 
v '" -p' " p'" V" 'P'" 

b~rr-sJ ~ Ltas- - oJ 
p '" Y' N'" /V"" 

Agaje sure-by twe birr-by sheep-ace 

!Jew - u 
y. 

bUY-3ms - pi. 

, Agaje surely bought a sheep for two birr.' 

(b) Agaje L LdingetgJ L L ta J ~ ~ dangli - so J 
v'" «.dol. V" aJV'. v' .,. ." pO" 

Agaje perhaps tomorrow Dangila-to 

!jas - eJ JJJ 
VO v' v' V'''\f''' 

go -3ms-imp!. 

'Agaje will perhaps go to Dangila tomorrow.' 

, , , 
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The parenthetical constituents here are the phrases 

Ii.rg~t-sl "surely" and Idiongetol "perhaps". They OCCllr 

as V" '-complements preceding V". They do not restrict 

the assertion made in V" in any circumstantial terms. 

They only show the attitude of the speaker about t he 

certainty or uncertainty of the state of affairrthe 

sentence expr~sses. 

Like V"-complements, V" '-complements can be inc.entified 

by means of syntactic tests. Firstly, unlike V' and V"­

complements, such comnlements are not affected by negation. 

Secondly, they cannot be focuse d. Thirdly, they cannot be 

used in cleft structure2. And f inally, they can freely 

move across sentences. Let us see each separately. 

That V"'-items are not affected by negation can be 

de~onstrated by the following exan?les. 

(39)(a) Agaje L;: wun-sJ L t: aynaJ t: Ltay - oJ 
V'" 'P'" 'P' " v" .i.Jv. Vi /'II '" IV'" 

Agaje truth-by yesterday sheep-acc. 

LJew - u - xWaJ J J] 
v<> VOV'V"v'" 

buy-3112s - pf. 

, Ae;aje tr'~ly bought a sheep yesterday.' 

(b) Agaje C C wun-sJ L C ayna J /: /:tay - oJ 
v'" 7 '" -POI' V" .2..dV. V ' /II'" IV '" 

Aeaje truth-by yesterday sheep-ace 

[jew - u - ay - aJ J J J 
",,0 .... 0 ,,' v" V'" 

buy-3ms -neg -pf 

, Agaje truly did llQt buy sheep 7esterday.' 

The etructure in ( 39 a ) is affirmative whereas the 

one i n (b) is negative. However, the negative element 

does not affect, that is, neeate, the V"'-constituent 

lwun-sl "t=ly" irrespective of its position in the structure. 

What is negated is either one of the other two compleI!l2nts, 

that is, laynal "yesterday" or I tay-ol "sheep." 
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The other te st is focus, which is a feature assigned 

to constituents carrying new information. Such constituents 

are indicated by a s signing to them heavy stress in-situ or 

by putting them in clause-initial or clause-final positions 

marked off by a pause/ comma. Native English speakers 

realize this in structures like (40a) (See Chomsky 1981:238), 

and Awi ngi speakers in (40b). 

(40)(a)(i) John eats bread tomorrow. (neutral) 

(ii) John eats BREAD tomorrow. (focus:object, in situ) 

(iii) BREAD, John eats tomorrow. (focus:object, in 

clause-initial position) 

(iv) John eats tomorrow, BREAD. (focus: object, in 

clause-final position) 

(V) eat bre ad tomorrow, JOHN ",ill. (focus:subject, 

in clause-final position). 

(b) ( i ) /Agaje C1. iu.se.-e.. 

Agaje tomorrow bread-acc 

1<o-e/ (Tt£lAt1:'a l) 

eat-'3M s-i",f'j. 

'Agaje eats bread tomorrow.' 

( ii ) /Agaje 6a tuse-ka-wa xo-e / (focus: object, in 

situ) 

(iii) /tuse-ka-wa, Agaje oa xo-e/ (focus: object, in 

clause-initial position) 

tuse_ka_wa/10 (focus: object, in (iv)/Agaje -ca xo-e, 

clause-final position) 

(v) /oa tu~e xo-e, Agaje-ka/ (focus:subject, in 

clause-final position) 

Whereas el ements that appear at V' or V"-levels are 

t 
I . , 
'. 
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focuseci 1.S such elements at V" '-level cannot. This is 

because such complements can move freely across a sentence 

(Jackendoff 1977:62 ) . As a matter of fact, their move~p.nt 

is ome way of identifying them. This is de~onstrated 

below with /wun-s/ "truly ". 

(41)(a) AgajeCCWUII-sJ LLcaJ LLtuse-eJ LXO-VJJJ 
v'" 'P'" p '" V " J.dv · V' /v". N'" ,",0 v' v' V" v'" 

Agaje truth-by tomorrow bread-acc eat-3ms-impf 

'Aga j e trul;t eats breaj tomorrow.' 

(b) C WUD-S LAgaje ca tuse-e xo-eJ J 
v .. · .... " .... .. v'" 

(e) Agaje L ca LWUIJ.-SJ tuse-e xo-eJ 
v" V'" v ," V " 

(d) Agaje ~a Ltuse-e LWUO-S J xo-e J 
Vf V '" V '" VI 

(e)? L!gaje ~a tuse-e xo-e~ ~wun-~ 
v" V" V'" .. I"" 

In Awingi, structures like (41e)11 are not cons i dered 

grammatica l al t hough thi s may be possible i n ot her l~~Guage s 

like i::ngli sh . Awingi does not allow any el emp.n'; after the 

verb unlpss f or purpo ses of f ocus. 

The other way of identifying a V" '-const ituent i s 

clefting. Clefting refers to s t r uctures having a pleonastic 

'it' subj~ct, a copulative verb, and a 'that' comple~ent izer 

heading the embedded clause (Rimesdijk and Ioiillisln_s 1986:91 ) . 

In this sense, then, given sentences like (428) belo>l , one 

can produce the three cleft sentences in (42 b). 

(42)(e) Agaje Cl:i.rgi.t-sJ C L ayna J L Ctay-oJ 
VIOl "P'" 'P'" V" .. .lv. Vi /V'., IV'" 

Agaje sure-by yesterday sheep-acc 

LJew - u - xWaJ JJJ 
V O .... 0 v' V" v'" 

buy-3mB - pf 

, Agaje surely bought a sheep yesterday.' 

, 
l 
! 

, 
.. 
, . , 



(b) (i) tay - i-ax Agaje iorgiot-s 

sheep-3ms-be (impt) Agaje sure-by 

a;yna 

yesterday 

jew _ u _ xVi 

buy -3I1s- pt. 

'It is a sheep that !gaje bouEht yesterd~.' 

(ii) Agaje - e - ax iorgio~s ayna tay - 0 

Agaje-3ms - be(impt)sure-by yesterday sheep-acc 

jew - u _ xWi 

buy -3ms- pi. 

'It is Agaje who Jought ~ sheep yesterday.' 

(iii) ayna x ..l.ga,:ie ;i,rgiot-s tay - 0 

Yesterday-be(impf) Agaje sure-by sheep-acc 

jew - u _ xWi 

buy - 3ms- pf. 

'It i ·s yesterday that Agaje bought a sheep.' 

(c) • ;i,rg;i,t-s-i- ax .~gaje ayna tay - 0 

sure by- 3ns-be ( impf ) Agaje ye3terday sheep-acc 

je'. - u _ xWi 

buy - 3C8- !If. 

'It is surely that Agaj e bought a sheep yestgrday.' 

The structure in (42 c) is ungranmatical because the 

V" '-complement is clef ted. 

2.2. SUM MAR T 

In this chapter, the non-clausal complements of 

copulative, transitive and intra~tive verbs have been 

examined at V',V", and V" '-levels. 

At V'-level, we have seen that copulative verbs take 

adjectival, nominal and postpositional compleaents. 

The subcategorization frames for such verbs are sho'!IIl L'l. 

(5),(8) and (11) respectively. But, they l'!ay be lL'1ified 
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as in (43 ) . 

v r::::J hOI, 

12 

Again at yl-level, we have transitive verbs subclas s- -

ified into three types on the basis of their complements. 

These subtypes include semi-transitives, mono-transitives 

and di-transitives. The lexical entries for such verbs 

are shown in (14), (17 ) and (21) respectively. But all 

these can also be represented in a single frame as shown 

in (44). 

, CP"" ) Nt I' ] 
St i l l at the same Y'-level, we have se en intransi tive 

verbs subcla s sified into those wi thout any complement s 

and t hos e with adverbi a l compl em8nts. The subcategorization 

f rame s for the s e have bee n shown in ( 25) and (30) r e spect ­

ively. These, however, can be collapsed into one as shown 

in (45) below. 

v 

The three subcate ~orization frames shown in (43) for 

copulatives, (44) for transitives and (45) for intransitives I 
may further be collapsed into (46) for all simple complements 

of verbs i n the language. 
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v pili 

lf~~·D 
N"'~ , --
tCO~ ) 

Following V'-complements, we have observed V"-comple­

ments. Such complements supply circumstantial informati on 

to the assertions stated in V'-structures. Such elements 

are not shown in subcategorization frames as they are 

optional. They are identified by syntactic tests like the 

scope of ne ga tion, gapping and proforms. 

Finally, we have seen complements at V" I-l eve l. These 

constitute structures of parenthetical information. Such 

elements do not restrict the a ssertions made in V"-struc-

tures i n terms o~ any circumstantial attributes . howe ver, 

like V"-items, they too may be identified by such tests as 

the scope of negation, focus, movement and clefting. 

i , 
I 
j. 
\ 
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NOTES TO CHAPTER TWO 

1 . Baye 's work i s on Oromo . But what is syntactically 
true of Oromo is also true of Awingi as both are closely 
related Cushitic languages. Differences lie, according 
t o Andrzejew ski (1964 b), in vocabulary and some innov­
ated grammati ca l fe atures such as number and gender 
(Bender 1976 a: 74-5; 1976 ~:130-148). 

2 . Awingi has four allomorphs of the verb "to be" as shown 
in the text. These inc lude I -'/l-I "zero-morpheme 'be ''', 
I-axl "be", I-xl "be" and 1~'tJ-I "be". The variations 
seem to be phonological. 

3. Capital letters are used to show focused constituents. 
This is done following Chomsky (1981:238). 

4. In Awingi, it appears that not only a transitive verb 
but also a raising verb such as I t seger-I "seem" may 
assign the ' accusative case ' to internal arguments 
whether these are simple phr~ses or clauses , adje ctivals 
or nominals (Se e illustrations (3c) , (15a and b) and 
( 47c» . 

5. Awingi does not have any form for the defini te or 
indefinite artic le s. Such distinctions are made on the 
bases of contexts. 

6. There is a d i st i nction in the internal structures of 
the PPs. For example, the double-P head lax-dal 

7. 

"from inside" in (9a and b) governs I~n-dal "from the 
house" which is it self a PP. But in (9c and d ) , the PP 
I wuje-t al " ( like ) as a lion" is a single PP. 

The ' acc usa t ive case' is marked by a number of allomorphs. 

In~5), for example, we have I-e I in (a ) and 1-01 
in (b ) . In others, we see I-wal in (69b) and(71a and b). 

-' I-sal in (47c); and I-stal in (56a) and (69c). 

I 
f 
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8. Tae teI'll 'VacuUI' is a c.ina~e 'ey tae researc:,er. 

It refers t. ver3s lackins c.~?l~~ents. 

9. 3uch sentences are acceJtta'~ le i n centexts enly. ::o\'! ever, 

c 9ntextual accepta,ility c.ees n~t al,·,rays sU~Gest !.";raa.:::::..ti­

cal V/ell- or ill-f.I'IIee>ness. 

10. Cf. footnote 11 .elow. 

11 . 'This se.c tenc c ',\'a s re '.;>eatec. t c the three infor:l~..:.'1t:; a t 

\!ifferent ar_(i fer several ti~es . In all Ca S3G , -:ie 

writer deliberately pre sented the sentence as t~Du~h it 
were ~!'a~,,:·., ati(! a l. ~ie ~'las c orrected by the L."'lf (}r~D.;}t3 

in t',iO ':IC.YS. :'?' ir.stly, th~ e~ucatei enes ~utri~ilt l:r 

SE.iEi that the sentence was i ncorrect an~ ~ave -:;1e correct 

version by putt in~ the verb at t (1 ~ end • .3eco:-,,,,',ly, tee 
uneducated ones repeated t he sentence after t:le '.n~'i ter , 

stuJoernly putting the verb at clsuse-final posit ion. 
rtewever , i"te.s may eccur after t he vera if t3C:l ::.r€ 

!!eant for purpose cf h eus (Cf. illustr-ation 40 (0 iv and 
v ) ) ; m:.i even t :J. i s i s .!'os ~ i J l~ i:- er.ly the i tC::!3 £! re se -+: 

0:-;"':.- c o:u:::!a i n: oca t io!1 (Jackend off 1977:62) . ~ ::: v (' rt ~ e l e ss , 

:l"'_ i te::Js are never ioct:. s ed (: f. above: F. 47 f) . 6 0, 

struc;:;ure (41e) rel!l ains i r.e"rrect eve:l if t :o. e pl ae,,:c.ent 
of the VI I '-i tcw at t hat final posi 'C ion were ae<:L'l.-: fo r 

t focus '. 

12. ~'hp unifying fra .. e rre s e:lt"j here ano! those to 1'0 110\01 

are atte~?ts .~de f ollowins J acken •• ff ( 1977 : 81, 240) . 
ne s tates tha t a ~r~ar is hi 6hlJ valued if it is 

~ore ~eneral. An~ a wore sene r ul gra~~ar, ac co r din€ 

to hi~, is $ne char acterized oy a set of synt ~ctic 
distincti ve features ::; h c.\oJIl i n )l a:re~theses, brace s , and 

feature notations. .ith the help ef these, Jac~endoff 
attempts t~ ~ake a cro ss cateGory ~eneraliz ation }o~ 

co~ple~ent and s~ecifier s tructures .f lexical cat e~ories. 

~he a.tte~lpt here is an intra-cate~ory ~eneralization for 
comple!!lent t:»es ef Awin~i verbs only. (See also foot- } 
note11 of cha~te. three). 



C HAP T E R T H R E E 

5.0. C L A USA L COM P L E MEN T S 

AS stated earlier, Awingi verbs are divided into 

three on the basis of the types of complements they take 

at. V'-level. These include: (i) copulatives, (ii) transit­

ives, and (iii) intransitives. Each of these has also been 

classified into various subtypes. The types of complements 

considered in relation to them have been simple phrasal 

items. Clausal complements were left to be considered in 

this chapter. 'lie shall now examine such complements at all 

the three levels of V ', V" and V' , '. 

The clausal complements at V' are strictly subcat egori­

zed by a verbal head to form the minimal projection. The 

c lausal compl ement s at V" i nc lude r e st ri ctive modif ie rs 

which we have said exp re s s t he circumstances of the a ssertion 

designated by V'-structures. At V'" I the clausal complements 

include those which provide non-restrictive information. 

3.1. V' - COMPLEMENTS: 

The verbs that s trictly subcategorize clauses include 

copulatives and transitives. Let us examine each in turn. 

,.1.1. COPULATIVE VERBS: 

In the preceding chapter, we saw that copulative verbs 

like I-axl "be", Iyaxu-I "be come " and Itseger-I "seem" 

may select simple APs, NPs and PPs as their V'-complements. 

Such verbs may also subcategorize clausal complements. The 

complements here consist of nominals and postposi tions. 1 



·54· 

3.1.1.1. COPULATIVES 'NITa NOMINAL CLAUSES: 

Nominal clauses are clauses which function like simple 

NPB. The ver~s which strictly subcategorize such corrp leoznts 
t 

are /-=/ "be", /y=u-/ " become" and / seger-/ "seem" • 

Zxamine the structures in (47). 

(47) (a) [" L Ckis - a J - wiJ C -axJ J 
v ' ell' IP rp COP V O vI) v' 

change-3ms-impf COMP - be(impf) 

'(lit. ) It is that he is to change.' 

' He is to change.' 

(b ) ;:: L Ckior- t - aJ - tiJ LY=U - u - xWaJ / 
Vi c1 'IP &p c.p vQ v" 

die-3fs-impf-COMP become-3mB - pi. 

' ( l it .) it became that she is to die.' 

' Ehe is to die.' 

(c) e2 ~CCDabbasu 
VI CP rp 

Dassas-o ,i,nkan - i - e J - w - s~ 
r.7> c 1' 

Debbasu Dassash-acc love-3ms-impf-CCi ~-acc 

Ltseger - e - eJJ 
yO VO VI 

seem -3mB -impf. 

' crt) seems that Debbasu loves Dassash.' 

(d) • Dassas ~Ldadex-i~ -Q7 
y. ::"1' 0.1' 

Cseger - t - eJJ 
VO vo Vi 

Dassasn steal-inf-acc seem - .:3!S-impf. 

, Dassash seems to steal.' 

The verb /-a:x/ "be" and /ysxu-/ "become" select CPs 

to form V' as illustrated in (47 a and b ) . Such clausal 

complements express actions ~!hose execution in the fu t ure 

is considered as certain. 3 Those considered as uncertain 

are selected by the verb /tseger_/ "seem" as shown in (47c ) . 

As can ~e observed from the examples, the verba select 

; .. 
• 

, 

I 
I 
I 
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tensed cl auses. Non-tensed one s , i. e . non-finite infi nit­

iva ls4 , le ad t o ungr amma ticality as shown in ( 47d ) . 

Structures like those in ( 47) ca n be r epr esent ed i n 

the tree in ( 48 ) and in the frame in ( 49) . 

(48) _---IP-------
Nt I I ------1. -- -------V' " I 

N' , ~II f 

I ~ 
V' 3ms imp!. 

CP~ ~vo 
IP~ ~C I 

/" --------------- ( / (pro) kis - a/ I-wil I-axl 

change- 3ms-impf COMP be 

' He i s to cha nge .' 

( 49) 
V [cp ] ETr<~ -

" seem!! . 

3 . 1 . 1 . 2 . COPULATIVZS WI TH 1'IlSTPOS I TI ON.:.L CLAUSLS : 

By a postp os i ti ona l cl ause here is meant a c laus e 

he ad ed by a post position. An example of a verb which 

subca te gorizes such clauses is th9 intentive In-l"say".6 

Consijer the sentences in (50). 

(50) (a) Agaje lllfas-~v-!9 (i-xyJ 
yl c-1" LP z? c." VO V" v' 

Agaje ~o- i'1f- a.s say-'3Ms-f;f ' 

'(lit.) Agaje said as to go.' 

' Agaje tended to go.' 
I 
( , 

I 
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(b) najiLi/!uax-ijJ-tjj /i-unj] 7 
V'c,.p r;P rp c." va \/o-J, 

they l augh-inf-as s ay- 3pl -pf 

' ( lit,) They sa id as to l augh .' 

' The y tended to l augh. ' 

The complements of V' in ( 50) are the non-tensed clauses 

Ikas-4,l.J -tal "as to go" and lxuax-4,~ -tal "as to laugh". 

In these clauses, th o postposition I-tal "as/like" can be 

considered as a complementizer heading the clauses . 

The tree representat ion of such structures is as shown 

in (51) and the subcate gorization fr ame as in (52). 

(51 ) ___ -----,IP _______ 

N"'- ~I' _______ 

I V" , I 

NI l ~ V' , 

I 
, AGR TNS 
V' I 'N 

N' 
10 
N 

CP~ ~Vo 3;s -~fa 

IP~ ~c I 
~ I 

Ikas-iQ -I I-tal I n-I 
I 

/ Agaje / 

Agaje 

'Agaj e 

30 - inJ as say 

tended to go.' 

(52) In- I II say" 

3.1.2. T~NSITlVE VERBS 

Of the t hree subtypes of transitive verbs discussed 

in chapter two, only the se:ni- .In" some. of the mono-transi ti ves 

select clausal complements at the level of V'. 

l' 

I 
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3.1.2.1. SEMI- TRANSITIVES: 

Like simple cognate NPs, cognate i nfinitival c l auses 

occur with such verbs at V'-level. Toi s can be seen in 

the following sentences. 

(53) (a)Li[Zutrl-i-9-
r' c7 LP 

speak-inf.-

oJ] 
rp C? 

acc 

[i .. m. - u - 0J 
v" 1/" Vi 

spe ak - 3ms _ imp!. 

'(lit.) To speak, he speaks.' 

'To speak/ speaking, he does.' 

'(lit.) To work, he does not work.' 

'To work/working , he doesn 't.' 

In tbe examples, the semi -transiti ve verbs /z um-u-e/ 

"speaks " a nd / 'ntsaxst- al-a/ "doe s not ~ o ~k" strict l y 

subc a te ~orize the non-ten5~d cognate c lauses /zum-'~ -0/ 

"to speak/speaking " and / 'ntsaxst-'ry -'j"t o work/-.orking". 

Such c ogna t e clausal complements can be dropped as tbe ir 

mea nings are recoverable from the meanings of their beads . 

The tree representation of such structures and their 

subcate gorization frames are a s shown in (54) and (5 5) 

respectively . 
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(54 ) IF ' 

~ '" ------ _____ I 

I f' -; --------I 

I: ' , 7 ' , I iL~R I h~1 I +, - u--e 

N' ~P ---- .............. Vo ;ms bpf. ____ v'----
NO IF C I 
1'---:; I 

(pro ) /PRO' IIWl-4,U - 0 / /ZUJ:l-/ 

s?eak- inf-acc s peak 

(55) / z~- , et c . / : V I I S~C 2..2:: , etc . l' 

;- . 1 . 2 . 2 . ~C::C -:R:~:S I~IV::S : 

"/ 1. :1c r e , WE' s"j ~ l l observe ~ :le ir cl J.'.t s?l co~p lp"1 e~t.s . 

:'"e s'~bc l ass of veros that taKe s;,;cc. cor, ;> l~",ents ~re 

t :-.~sp }: f"O· ... ~ 3.:2 epistemic , ::'es :' :'c r a tive , c ontr01, qu)t3. -: ive , 

etc . . ·."e s :ta ll exanine eac :-. i:1 t ;,;.r:: . 

3. 1 . 2 . 2.1. '::I3:' :::UC "rEp. !>,:;: 

'~ ~es e are verbs whose expre::;sj.or.s rel3. te to ment2.1 

~ rocesses. :':' y:~::ples of SUC ~1. verbs i r,c lude /aJl~n-/ n') eliev~1I 

and / ak 'o - / ";;no;;" . Suc h ver":s t a:ce both tensed ~,:, rO:l-

tense':' clauses . Consider the eXa.:!ples :e10;; : 

(56) (a ) dgaje ~~~Dassas 
v'C1' ~"P 

ni.n - 0 jew - t - i7 -1"lstaJ 
IP c.1' 

A~a~e Dassash houze-acc buy-3fs-pf -CC;:P 

Cam4,n - e -ilJ 
y. v. Vi 

be lieve- 3l:1s- b:>f 
' Ac;aje be1 i ~ves th£ t Dassash bou ;::ht a house .' 
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(b) Agaje £,c-Dabbasu i3.i-~ar-~a-sa ionkan-+lJ - .iJ85-ak 'O'-j} J 
v' c.'P c.7 V O ""If. v' 

Agaje Debbasu his-he ed-refl- ace 10ve-inf-acc3ms-know-1~~' 

'A,aje KnD"'S \;h,d. j)e.bha.su love, himself.' 

In (56a), the clausal complement is a tensed one 

whereas in (b) it is non-tensed. 

The tree representation of the structures is as shown 

in (57) and the subcategorization in (58). 

( 57) 

---N' , 

IF 

N' , I ------ _________ I I 

V" I ~ ------I 
I ~ V" 
I AG~ TNS 

N' V' -e- -e 
/ _______ 3ms impf 

CP ~V· 

~c 
/Agajej /Dassas nion-o jt.w- t - xl/ -w/ !a.m!f1- / 

Ag-aje Dassash house-ace buy-3fs-pf COl"CP believe 

I Agaje velieves that Dassash bought a house..· 

(58) /amion-, etc./ V[ CP ] [1TN~-
"believe. II 

3.1.2.2.2. DESID~~TIVE VERBS: 

These are verbs expreSSing desire. They require 

clausal complements at V'. They include verbs like /fay-/ 

"want", /4,st-/ "wish", /man-/ "expect", etc.. Like the 

epistemic verbs, these also subcate gorize tensed as well 
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as non-tensed clauses. Consiie~ the structur~s in (59) . 

(59 ) (a) ",£;aje LLC D1ihbasu kas a J -taJ Cfa;; - i - eJJ 
rl' c'P VO Vo Vi v' C9 If 

.l.gaje Debbcsn go-3'lIls-impf-COr'lf want-3::: ~- ir:p f • 

'A&aje wants that getbasu goes.' 

(':l) Dassa~ L Cni - w - sa 
v' C? 

gohez ax-~ 1J - oJ L~~t - t - iJ.J 
COP '11 0 '114 V' 

Dass~sh b€r-cf-acc ':l ~ave be-inf-acc '::i:;~-3f;:-mpf • 

' (lit. ) Dassash wishes hers elf to be br~ve . ' 

In (59a ) , t~e cl~usal co~pl e~~Dt is tensed, t· " 
\;:) / , 

it i s n0!l- t en s e a. . ctence, t=.e tree :, e~re 3 eutat i o r.. a:l(. '::le 

subcate~ori3atioD frn ~e cf Euch ve ~bs i s si~i13r t c t ~~~ o~ 

I n the s :;..::e s'.it-c lass of i:":ono - t r sj.7:ti ves , t~e :, :: :'.='c 

e)Qrss s one I s e f!'o:-t t o do S 0::!~t :--. :.. ns . Such verbs are 

called 'co'1 ": ::'ol' verGe ( ::i e ~ s: i;;k an:! ':i'_ lian: s 1986 :10-'.;.[f; . 

Th ey tak~ o::1 1y non-te::1 sed clausal co~_p l~",ent s as t:"e 2-: ::" .lC -

tures below show. 

(60) (a) Aga 2e CCsi.y - 0 
v' C? 

laruts-~'!J - oJ C,.oker - e - eJJ 
cop VO vO tI' 

A~aje clothes-ac~ ;:ash-inf-acc t::,;r - 3",.-il1lp5 , 

'Aga j~ t=i~s to ~a sh clothes. ' 

(h ) DE:, :: asu CCzum - i7] - oJ C xal - u.-x'-:aJJ 
v' cp c-p VO VO v' 

Debhasu speak-inf- ~cc (be ) able-jms-pf. 

' ~e~basu (was) able to spaak.' 
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rhe clauses in these ex~~ples are non-tensed. 

The tree representation and the subcategorizatiol", fr=e 

of such verbo take the for~ in ( 6~ ) and (62) respe~tively . 

(61) 

:f t I 

~T ' 
I \, 0 
" i 

/Dabbasu/ 

J~bbasu speak-inf-ac~ 

' Deb~as'J. (was) a'::lle to speak .' 

(~2~ / !:: ?l- / 

3 . 1 . 2 . 2 . 4 . 

;r.s ..... ~ 

/kal-/ 

CJe) able 

J 
Contrar~y to t::e verhs in the a'Jove st :,uc tl.!r~ s :" 3 -:\~ 

quOt3.tiV2 ve r~ /n - / Itsa~rI v.·~ich ta:{es onl:,r tensed co:-:-. ',e:: ,:·:::ts . 

(63) ( a ) ;"~aje CCJas2a~ ~iits~,hf_o 
v' C'P 

.l. g<i ~e Dass:lsh b"o;': - acc 

W H 
an':>eb - t - x ,y C n - x aJ J 

Cl' V O vel yl 

I ~~a j~ said Dassash re?~ a book.' 

(b) · .~g a jet: C Das sail 
v, C'P 

~~3.je Dassa sh 

.. 
!!Ia vsahf_o 

book - acc 

anb eb-ilJ - QJ t: n - x\'i,yJ 
COP vo VOV' 

reac-inf- acc s~7- 3ns-pf 

' Agaje said Dassash to reD~ ~ book,' 
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The structure in (63a) is grammatical because the verb 

has a tensed clausal complement compatible with the quotative 

/n-/ "say". Such clauses do not have overt cO!llple!ll=ntizers. 

Sentence (63b) is ungrammatical because the clausal complement 

is not tensed. 

The tree configuration tor this verb is as in (64) and 

the subcategorization frame as in (65). 

(64) ______ IP 

N' , , _________ I ' 

N' ,------ V" , / -----I 

I I ~ V' , 

N' i, AGR Sw 

I CP / ----- VO 3ms -~f ~ 

r ir==- I 
jAgaje//Dassas matsahf-o anbeb-t-xwa/ /n-/ 

Agaje Dassash book-acc read-3fs-pf say 

Agaje said Dassash read a book. ' 

(65) / n-/ V[ CP J [irN~ -
"say". 

3.1.2.2.5. QUESTION VERBS: 

Other monotransitive verbs taking a clausal complem~nt 

include the question verb /kasi-/ "ask". This verb subc2te­

gorizes both tensed and non-tensed clauses as in the struc-

tures in (66). 



(66) (a ) 5rot5roCk~ 
v' "f' I'P 

your 
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- tda "yi-fl/ J9 
rF 

-father H::o-':le-i:l;?f 

n a naJ 
CP 

( :,) ;:.£aje [" C D:.ob as 1) - 'N -sc. f :itar.f' - e fey - 4'] -oJ 
COP V' COP 

:~b 3.j e ::ebbasu -o:'-acc ~est-acc 
• ft 

pass-~.'. - a~c 

I c; si - i - x'Na 7 7 L~ ~ ~ 
vo yj) Vi 

e.~k-j ~s - ,r. 
I~[aje asked ~e~b3 su I S ?assi~: ~he test.' 

'1 ' - t- ' . (" t . 1 1 ;.:-If! ~ .. rur.Tur~ l.!! a / n=.3 a ens€'J. c s.usa 

O""n l· .... ': l· T'''' ..... t q"~stl' C'" !'In'':: ..I.. 1,~ on ~ -in I,'h,'.' '.n, a .' " .c.".-. - +:::;'.'._'=.F .: • o;e ' ~ ..... _ '7~ . ..... ,;. ' 1 ....... . ..... _ ... _.'" _.. ";,1,. •• __ 

i'rl:!. 2 
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IF 

N' , ,------- --------- I ' 

N"~ V", / ~I 
./' I I 

N' V' , 

/ 
I ~A"';G"'R""'/=TN"'S""/ 
V' -i- -x"a 

NO CP --- --- V
O 

3 ... , pf 

I /~ ~ 
(pro) IP C /kasi-/ 

N"'------- ~~ ask 
-ma 

-----N" ' I' 

~ r;;---- ~ f 
I r' I AGR/TNS / 

N 
I 

(pro) 

V' -a-
---- ~ :3",~ pi 

CP ---- V
O 

_____ ~ I 
IP C In-I 

/" ~ ~ ay 
N" I I I e 

N'-; V "~ ~I 

/ 
N' 

N' , 

I 
N' 
I NO NO 

I 
(AGR/TNS / 

3ms impf 

/~;i,-tala//lyi / /-0/ 
your-fat he r who be 

'He asked having said who is your father.' 

: V r:.: CP J "ask" 
~TN~ -

(68) /kasi-/ 
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3.2. V t, _ CC:'::FLLrrEN'1'S: 

Such co~~ l ements expre ss t~~e , pl~ce,manner, ~e~sv~, 

freq~ency , etc ., which are all cir cUDstantial to t hc ~sser-

t ion expre~sea in V'. Exa!"ples of such clauses arc solO i·:;). 

below . 

(E9) (a) :J.n["["Csn je jim - u - :.:J -syf"Lani - 'ni - daJ 
v"".11" J'P ell \f /'P'" 'P'" 

I there-it- f;:o:: 

I'!' .' t2~-t -x aJ J J 
VO V O v , V" 

':Je-1 s-pf 

(b) ["f"Lolont s::xst- aJ - VI - i ei!f"[5.olosaxO-wyC::o - ~J JJ 
IJ "C~/P IP e, v' 114'" N'" VO VO II ' V" 

'.'Ic=1r:-3!::1s-i :!rf - CC :·:P- f:-or. lunc!:l-ac c ea.t - ~·:-'2 -i:!p f. 

I :-ie eats his ~. unC2 ~'(l p"':'e he '::o!'!: s . I 

(Cl ["i"L5i - £tz?b _ka 
v "c p I"? 

his- f rier:d-pl ~ . ~ , - .- , . -p.lay-H::.? :-p ..:. - .... \.... :. - ace 

( d; CCCo;i.::'kolot - aJ - 'U c. Jf"Lt-l~e - eJ (j.o - eJ J J 
...... cp lOP LP C-' 'I' W '" "".....,...... 'tI' V" 

(feel) hW1Ery-~::;s-i;lp::-Cc: 'r o::,e£a- acc. e £.t - ~::.~' :. 

' :-:!e 2S t S ':; r e ad since he i s ~lL'1 z: r:· .l 

(e) a::LTL ~ir.:.- tu -niJ-dE'§} L LXUa.., - t - eJ J J 
'V"c1'rp .rP C P v' V O v. v' V" 

(f) 

I sing- 2s-it -if l au[ n -1s- i~p f 

'I l e.uSh if yeu sinG ( it ) .' 

an["["Cy_t 2 re 
"'''CPZl' 

I my-':Jrother-pl 

X'J.ax- c.J 
I1' 

l 8 'J.(!:-?1 

cHI!? C Cxuax-t- oJ J J 
cP \0" v~ V. II' V" 

oft lauEt- 1~-~~?:. 

'I 1 ~u:;h as often as my bro t'ler s lau!!"h 

In these struc';nres, t he clausal V' '-complemen-:s eX?ress 

the t i~e, place, '1la~er t re a:o!l , con (: i t i on an~ fre que:lc;:,- of 
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the actions do::-ressed in t he respective V' -structures . 

Such co~p~~~ ~nts are not strictly su~c 3teEori zed con:tituents. 

So, the:, need not OP shown in the subcatee;orization frx-:"s 

of the verb s . ;~e ir r el?tio:1 to t'.:le s tructures of 7 ' ::'~7 

be re present ee in a tree like i n (70). 

(70) 

1'1 ' 

1" 
./" =::---.... 

/ a-:: / lc_-:3. je j i!ll - U -x / / - s i f /ar: i-ni-da/ /i'!; - / 

Li;ce the clausal co~ple"'~nts 0: 'I", tbe clausal co:-:, :!.e-

!DE:'nts of -j ' I 1 a::,e 3.1 so subordinate -:lauses. Funct:'onallj, 

~ow~ver,sucb c0~plement s .odify the sentence as a whole 

r ather than the VP. Because of this, V'" - coaplement s ~ave 

been referred ~o KS s~ntence a~v€rbia13 (Jackendoff 1977 : 

61-2) . ~onsider, the following ex~ples : 

( 71)(a ) an[[L\(olL - I 
V'''eP rP 

yaxu - niJ-cesJ it: sew - desJ iC;':U - waJ 
11' CP .... p... "P'" \1" "'... N'" 

I truth-.,y become- i t -if heart-from :,'oa-acc 

t:inka!l - eJ J J J 
VO ". 'tI' V" V'" 

l ove-1 s-impf • 

, (li;; . ) If it has to be f or tru::t , I love you :::i:'~. :: ::Jy heart." 

'~l tell 70U trul y , I love you hearti ly.' 

,-

-. 
• 



= 67 E 

(b) Agaje r LL4.ya-S t"sege:::' - a J -w - ata7 LLi~-uJ.i - sJ 
vf~'p rP ZP c1' V""P'" p '" 

Agaje me-for seem-is-impf COl-:I'-acc spoon-by 

L~nkuwini-waJ ~zia. - u - Rl - ~JJJ 
V'I'I/' <' AI'" VC -v v*V''/""v'" 

soup -ace drink-3~s-neg-impf 

'Agaje, as it seems to me, does not drink soup 

with a spoon.' 

The clausal V"'-complements in (71) supply auxiliary 

information to thet alr~ady expressed by the sentence. 

Their tree represe~tation is as shoh~ in (72). 

N" 

IP 

~",---- ~ I' 
. V"'----- ~ I 

I 
",' 

I 
/~ 

II 

Cl' V",-

/ "'" / "'-TP C P' , , V' 

1" /~vo 

\ AC;Rr-rTS 1 
- e 

\ 
N' , 
\ \ 

P' N' 

I 6 ~o 
lanl lwun-s yaxu-~il 

• I 
I-desll~ew-des/lku-wa /I~an-I 

I truth-by beco~e-it if heart-from you-ace love 

' To tell yo'.1 truly, I love you heartily.' 

Clausal co~plements at V" and V"'-lpvel are asai~ 

identified by the same consituency tests used for t~eir 

non-clausal conterpsrts shown in the preceding chapter . 
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From the tree renrese~tatjo~, we can a~so notice the 

follo·" ing. 

The first concerns the he ad parameter . A he.d of a 

phra se , according to Jackendoff (1977:30) , is either the 

Xn- 1 which the phra se dominates, or the lexical category 

projecting into the phrase. In light of the first definition, 

the V'" c an be considered as being headed by the V" which 

it immediately dominates, and the V" is beaded by the V' 

which it immediately dominates , and the V' by the Vo• The 

VO is the lexical head of the entire phrase. This head is 

found at the ri gh t hand side of the whole string of the 

verb phrase. This shows that the l anguage belongs to the 

head final parameter, that is, it is a head final language . 

Secondly, the co~fi gurat~on shows that the syntactic 

c 3 tegories V' , VII and V'I I are hie::-archical projections of 

t his he ad and its comple~ents occurr i ng at va rious leve ls. 

The presence or abse nce of such compleme~ts is deter~ined 

by the inherent properties of the lexical head. 

3.4. SUl"lM.ARY: 

I n this chanter , we have exami ned clausal compleme~ts 

at V', V" and V" '-levels. '.Ie have observed tha t only 

copulative and some transitive verbs take clausal complements 

at the level of V'. Copulative verbs such as /tseger_/ 

"seem" select tensed clauses where as those like the inten­

tive /n-/ "say" subcat egorize non-tensed ones. The subcate­

gorization frames of such verbs are, as shown in (49) and 

(52 ) r espectively. But for purposes of ge neralization, 
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these cah be reduced to (73). 

-J 
Among the transitives, those which are semi-transit­

ives take non-tensed clauses. The mono-transitives have 

been subclassified as (i) epistemic, ( ii) desiderative, 

( iii ) control, (iv) quotative , and (v) question verbs. 

The fir st two can take either tensed or non-tensed clauses. 

The third subcategorizes only non-tensed clauses. The 

fourth selects only tensed ones . The last makes a choice 

between tensed and non-tensed ones dependi ng upon the directness 

or indirectness of the question. 

'rhe subcategorizat i on frames for ~ he semi- and mono-

transitive verbs may be unified in the manner shown in (74) 

below. 

(74) v CP r: TNSl 

~: COG2J 

The subcategoriza tion frame shown in (73) for the 

copulatives, and the one in (74) for the transitives may 

further be collapsed into (75) • 

(75) v CP 

K.!: C00l 
l: TNj 
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Now, all the phras&l and clausal complements of V' 

can be collapsed into a single entry of t he type in (76). 

(76) v , r~: 11)11-

l:TN:JJ 

Apart from the complements of V', which have been 

collapsed into the frame in (76), we have also seen clausal 

complements at V" and V" '-levels. At the level of V" 

the compl ements restrict the a s sertion expressed in V'. 

Such complements can be focused, alefted and be affected 

by negation. For these reasons, they have semantically 

be en referred to as restrictive modifiers. Syntactically, 

they occur in the intermediate projection in the hierarchy. 

The V" '-c om p l e me~ts do not r e strict the asse r ti on 

expre s sed in VII. Unlike V"-coffi"91eme nt s , they cannot be 

f ocused , clef ted or be affected by ne gation . For these 

re asons , they have semantica lly been referred to as non-

restrictive mod ifiers . They supply only auxi l iary co~ents 

to the overa l l sentence. Syntactically , such complements 

occur at the maximal projection in the hierarchy. 
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1. One 1Tli-:~t th~nk of c Gm;-"'T'?"'iv/,,\ cl'1': ~e :, ,"IS ~djp- ~ +:iu ~. ]:,:. 

qowevc r, s~nce s uch c1 3u ~es are hc ~ dert by pc~tpo~i!-ion9 

i n A':.'i.nC?i, RS the' follo·,d.n:- e~1.!!Iplp. ~' ho\"'~t t:h .... j· '1re 

con s id ~ rcrl here ~s pr~ functionin ~ ?~ V". comrl c:1r ~ts. 

' (lit . ) A ~aje got fat n~ ~ ~~~ ~s De hh3su ~ ot f~t .1 

f h~~jr i~ R~ fnt ~~ ~phh~nu. ' 

~ . The O::>:'~'= :- !"nAl ar~lL"!ent !",':'Sj +~ 0P o! v'?~h~ like /t~n~""r_/ 
" r, e~m" i ~ P.~pty , ' ~ t. 

c~se , but: not for I t ~ n~~ 1 (C~~ Ch 0 ~ S ~y 10R1": 17~). 

It c on b~ ~ille1 by 3 ~l~cn.stic ,~ o r hy a t h0t~ 

. .\ (,:CO !' rij,!'"'!: ":"0 \;i'!l , Sl l~'" ,,:l"CA.<::~:- ,.... v ~:-0~S ::l:1 ~f"'ti')Tl : n t~~n 

fu~ u ~ n ~ ~ich the ~ne"~e~ ~ 0 ~~irl~r8 ~s cn ~tain (H0t =rcn 

1%<; : 17). 

In (47d ), tho c l,use 

/d~~o~ _~ry / "to s t~~ l'l i~ , no ~-! ~n it e ~p fi nitiv~ l 

cl a use. So , it does no~ ~ ~ v~ n ny ~~R- f~ ~ tu~e to show . 

The ~uffiY / -0/ is an ~ccl1R~tiv0 r.,)~ D m~;-ker. 

~ In R ~0r~~o lo~ ic ally ~i~h l~nf~ ~ ~ D like ~wi n ~i, ~ sm~l l 

' pro ' :it: ~Il ch B D() S :!.t ~0 r! !" o fe:'s .... C' 'q ('Iro !!omin~l fc .... turl?' 

r~covc r ~b'e from ~~R in t ~FIJ . ~n~~ ' oro ' is ' ~m;, l . 

f . The intpntiv~ /n - / tl~~~'t, "~ic~ ~- ~lassifi e rl h~ -e ~s 

copul~tiv0 , i s ~ifr~~o~~ r~ ~m t~n ~ uot~tive /n - / II~Ayll , 

~:hich i . ~ cln~sifiDrl 1~ ~~ ~ ~~itiva 11nder ~.1 . ~ . ~ . !L •• 
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The in~entive /n - / "s'y" is co"sirlor~d as conu l ~tivp 

he ~~ u s ~ it func~ions as ~ 'li nkin~ verb '. Tn (~0) , 

tho verb links clAus~l ~ omplD.· nt~ exnressin~ intents 

-"hich t he external ~r <r,wne nt NPs ente r into. Morcov('r , 

i t ns well link s Bojectivq l c on~lements wit h e xternal 

arr: umC'nt NPs a s in the px~mnlf' he low. 

'le;aje L g~mi -ta-.. :iJ f!.-xwiJ J 
Vi A ' " ...... , v' v· v ' 

A~~j p r prl -like-acc 9 ~y- ~ms -pf 

' ( lit. ) Ar:~je s nid (mo r e) rei-like.' 

' A~aje looked (more) li~ht-coloure d.' 

So, its c1 3 ss i~ i cqt i on ~s copul,tive appenr ~ ~ltit c 

c on\rinc in e; . 

7 . Tho ~uhjec t of non-finite in finitio l c lousos, ncc o~~ ing 

to 1;8 , is PRO. This P'IO is ?n "b"tr.ct C'ls·'.r"" NP ,.,hos e 

r ~ fO~0 nce is c o ntrol l e~ by eithnr on obli~"tory c nnt ro l­

:, e l ·~ tion >l ith the SL<hjPct or with th ' <) bje ~ t '11' of th e 

m,trix cl ~ us e, or it ~ ?y arbitr~rily refer t~ ~ nynn~. 

" 

?RC i c develop~~ r- o ~ ~~~ ' Evt~nd~~ F~0j~~~i Q n P~inci~le ' 

·;: ..... ~':r ,...,tn:f> s :-':.-, t 'ov-"' ''!"'!l '11 : :'(Y".l JT10!1t .~ '1!"' e r °'1\~i :"" nrl ..,s 

su"j·C C"S of VPs ,' ( r;h:Jm~ky 1 nor: "' 1 1 " ; R"~fn"d 10 21 : 

2e8 f ; Cook 1°88 : 160 ) . 

a cr . f oo tno t e 2 o f c~"'ptnr two . 

10. Tho r e a re ve rbs call2rl er~ative s uc h RS / ink r - / "ploy" 

which m~y or mny not ~t rictly subc~ terori7.e int~ rnRl 

ar <: 1J!!l c '1ts ('1in i 1 (l ~h : cO'3f; R ~ rlfo~d 1')81:1 20 ) . In 

thi~ eY3 ~nl~ , / ~ ~kr- I " ~l ~y'l ~n ~ ~ not h ~ vp ~n internRl 

rln:rume!lt. So , it: ~s"'n in tr~n .si. tiv~ ve rb of th" snbtYTe 

' e v,=,nt. i v c ' 'Y~ic h f 0 ~m s i t:~ V· \'I' ~ t h0 1Jt ~ c o mpl~~" nt. 
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11. ~cco~din~ to J~ckendoff (~q~~:S4 , ~ 1 , 81 ff ) , ~he ~3re n­

t~e 2~~ i~ a ~ ~oce ~s of ~~ ~~ ~a li 3a: i on such 25 ~~~se are 

essent~Rl in order t o make a ~ i stinc tion bet'1cen ve rbs 

~~ich do and do not sel ect s~rictl y subca ~e ~: ~ i zed 

compl e ~o nts . This, as to him, must be so i n spite of 

~he obvi ous f~cts c ~ direc: ~bj ects a n~ ot~~ ~ incespe ~­

sab l e c cm;le ~~nts ~hich a~e neve r o~tion~! . :;i~hout 

SI1C~ nota~i on .s , ge!"1 ':< :::'a:i:at io!1s a.re not e?sy to m::.ke 
(Jqckendof f 1'1"'7 : 2~ , ::4 0) . 



4.0. CON C L U S ION 

As has been pointed out in the first chapter , the 

objective of this study is to examine the complements of 

Awingi verbs at the three bar levels proposed in Jackendoff 

(1977) for all languages. This has been attempted in the 

second and third chapters. These chapters have shown that, 

on the basis of their V'-complements, verbs can be classi-

fied into a number of classes and subclasses. 

One of the classes is that of the copulatives. Three 

subclasses of these have been distinguished on grounds of 

their complement structures. These include: (i) thelc~ula 

I-ax! "be" and /yax:u-/ "become" , (ii) the raising verb 

/tseger_/ "seem" and (iii) the intenti ve /n-/ "say". ' 

These ver~s take APs, PPs NPs and clauses. Their clausal 

compl~ments ar e e i the r te nsed or non- tensed . 

':rh", second c l ElSS i s t hat of the transiti ve verbs , ., ':rhree 

types of the se were recognized. These are: ( i ) the s emi~ , , 
transitives, which t ake cognate phrasa l or clausal complements, 

( ii ) the mono-transitives, which strict l y subcat e gorize 

non- c ogna te, phrasal or clausal c omplements, an1 ( iii). the 

di-transitives, which take two complements- a nominal and a 

postposi tional phrase. The di-transi ti ves do not take clausal 

complements. 

The third class is that of the intransitives which includes 

statives and eventives. None of these may select complements 

to form V'. Another subclass includes those which subcateg-
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orize phrasal adverbial co~ple~ents. These comolem~ nts 

may be abla tive or direct ional. 

At the level of V", we have VP-adverbi a ls. These expre ss 

time, pl ace, manner , etc., unde r which the a s sertions made at 

V'-leve l are modified. In the syntactic hierarchy, such 

complements occur as intermediate projections . 

Next to V", we have seen sentence adverbials forming 

V' , '. Hierarchically, these branch from the maximal pr ojection. 

Semantical ly, they do not contribute much to the assertion 

made by V' or V". The y are only 'tags ', i.e. added ele ments 

of no significance, to the ove rall sentential structure. 

FinallY, we have seen that in all t he structures the 

lexical verb appe ars at f inal posit ~ ons thus deter~inin~ the 

par9met~~ of ~w in gi 3 S a he 3 d -f in~1 l a ~guage . 
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APP::ND IX III 

r~ E~GLISH V2RSIO~ O? 

THE I nERVI::'~ 

1s t ~uestion: ' .. iould you c~re telling me your f ull n -me ? 

No , I wouldn ' t . My nome is T~mir De s t2 

wo:::,ki e . 

?nd ~uesti on : I don ' t know if I could ~3~9 ask you~ 3:e . 

c ':".: ::- se , 

t::.ink. No t much fo - fr o::1 thi s , ~ny/.·!ay . 

< ~UC.5 ~:. on : 

1cc~ul; 7e i~ so long ~ life - ti~e . Co~ld 

"l ?S . 

: ~~ ~e~be r, ~e iii 3!1 tta t c oul1 ~sve 

bee:! expecte1 0: such a fitne s s. ::I e had 

g ctivi ti~ s to be ~one ~t ho~e , ~e di d them . 

"ie b ~ ~ to aqui ~9 cburc~ ~an~ers , we le ~~ned 

ha ~~ted, we vis it~d 7~: ~ . So ou~ knc~led-e , 

w~ich was limited i~ scope , wa s a r esult of 

so ma ny sour ce s. It was thus that I , too , 

::-ec e ive d my "mixed " education. 
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One o! our ejucato~s in ttose i : ys ~a s to 

'O:lcc.is ."-lemayebu (the famous :::tbio-;:i3.n novelist). 

It i3 he ~ho int ro~~c ej mp ~o t~e mo~e =n Education . 

~e i~d t~is when ~e stayed with ~s a~ ~~~gi la 

bet·"e~n t!J.e years 1932-35, t!J. "t is , '-'nt il the 

As we were invaded, he disappeared from school 

le'3. 9.,in g: :.lS betlin~. I.~t-=:' on , ·,Je too d:'spere s2 d. 

out ~~3in when pe '3.c e ~ ss sustained. A~t e r 

our f=eedoID , we !1'! ove d about s a~ely thgt I, 

too , b3d the chance to ~o to ~arkos (i . e . tbe 

c3~it31 c:ty of GO ~~ 3m) . ge ~~, I com?leted 

~e=a inej a te 9 cte~ f or a~ l t~e ye~rs 

betwe~ n 1949 3nd 1987. Tbis amounts to 37 

(thirty-seven) ye3rs o~ se r vice a~te= ~hich 

I h3ve become a pensione~. 

Juring my act ive years , I bave ·"o~ked 

in GOjjam , mostly in the District of Age. 'N­

meder, mainly as 3 t eacher, but also as a 
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I C O Ds t ~~c t or ' ~ e?a i rin : o l d 1n~ building 

new gove ~nm ~ ~t scho ol s ; 3 S 3 r~; ~~s ~ ~t ~tive 

of t~ ~ Mi nist ry of c iucq ti on i n erect:ng 

co nfe rence s on i~s ~eb~ l f. ! have ~e~l~ y 

be e n a de jic 3t ed ~o =ker; I ~ave neve r c omp-

disSa tisfa ction. I ':la v e r3 t~e ~ vo l u~t ·= ered 

i n such ~orks 2 ve ~ ~u ~in; my ; r~5ent ge n ~ ion-

able ~ Ge s . 

be en a s ~ro ~g ~an. 80 , I i es erve ~he f ~~e I 

have . 

~ 8 ~9 0ver , my st ~en~t~ was ~o t ~nly ~t 

I '~ m 'l 

In f 'le t , t ,, :o of 

I 

my ~ ~ sist ~r.ce a ~e att e ~~iG~ hi ~hschool. Am 

I kno~ ~ow t o ~rin~ up ch i ld=~ ~. 

the way, it i s not o ~ly :ny ~hil d I' en t hat I 

ha v e b~ought up. I have a l s o taken c a re 

of my y ounge r brothe r s ~ n~ s iste r s. One 

of ~he se i s oy si s t ~ r, 30~S9 !la Kas s ':l, ',<rh o 
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i s t e~chin~ at 7ou~ uoiv~ rs ity in A ~ di s Ab ~ bQ. 

Pe~h~ps , you k~ow ~ ~ r. 

I like your elo ~uence in A~~3!'ic. H O~·' is 

it that you ~~ve attained this ski l l ? Is 

it because of your having gone through 

school , or bec~use of your havi ng taught 

fo!' so long , or presumably bec a use of your 

having been born in G02jam? 

( With a r eserved smile ) I do not come from 

an Amba r a :a~ily ( a lthough my name su~[est s 

so) . In fact , I am an Agaw. Thi s is how 

th e Amharas c3.11 us: I Agiws I. i,Je c:111 our-

selves 25 1 ~~a ~3 1, 9n~ Oil ~ ~ist~ic t as 

fo~ rec o nc~l ~ tion, it i s th~ t~ 3dition c ~ 

the ~~a~a t o 3~d~e s s ~h ·~ e lde r s thus : ! a~~ ~~ 

kantinama/ I ' ( ~y ~~o ~ le ) ~ W ~ Wg , lock ~~~o 

(my case well ) ; 0'- /a""iy,,- kont ixU",ama/ "Son 

of my country , iave you looked (into my ca se) 

well?" The first is while addre ssins 3 

numbe r 0: peo?le in the plural , an:! t-~e 

s econd in th ~ 8 ~n ~ u13r, w~e~ talk~ng to many 

as one . ~hil= we addre ss ourselves thus , 

the Amhar as prefer cal l ing us Agaws . This 

is pr obably because they do not listen to us 

addressing oursel ves as Awa was. It doesn ' t 
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ma:ter muc h anTNay. I ~lso call mys81f Agaw 

.1ui te a number of times . 

5th ~uestion : If you come fr om t ~ is t~ ibe , I cannot doubt 

of your deep knowledge ,bout the histo r y of 

your people . If you don't mind , would you 

care tellin~ me a ll that you know ~bout thi s ? 

Ans 'He r: Ot , sure ! Ne ver doubt t ha t ! I cert a inly know 

the history of my peopl e . If you ' ~ive me ea rs', 

I can tel l you a lot . It i s as follows . 

At the out set, the Agjw people l ived in 

Lasta and Se ootta, in Ao l! o province . Thos e 

tt s t have come to Aga wme c'.e r came here 9-bout 

nine hundred ye 3rs ago , i.e., at .a.hout 1050 

~ames of tt~se were : 

B3.nj i Zigimi 

·"' n.ki sh i KU9-kur i 

Az i ni Mitikili 

Cari 

The ma in reason for the mi gration was hunt i ng . 

The se people used to hunt lions, leopa~ds , 

elephant s Ind r eh i nocero se s . ~hile l ooking 

f or such bi~ ga~es , t he se people c~osse d 

over the territory of Gojjam where they had 

a lso discovered fertile l and and favourable 

climate to live in. Havi ng decided to settle 

here, the se hunters came along with their 



bousebolds and relatives i c tbe ir ne xt trip . 

Tbe route they follo we d took tbe~ fir s t to 

Mot ta , ~~d fram here ttey turne l no ~ t h to 

~amot ac ro ss ~ti ch th ey tracked to ~here the y 

have settled now. 

Be f or e t he ir a~~ival here , (i t i s s~id 

t hA t ) there were othe r tribes known as 

Shan~ i llas livin~ in vil la~es i rre~ularly 

scatter ed ~ere ant ther e . Th~re W3S a 

f amo us l.dy , a Sbanqill a by birth , ~hose name 

l,; a5 ' Adu..tc ' who ~,,'elc ome c: ROC. t r eate ': the 

Ag~ w migr an t s kindly . She fed he r ~ue s ts 

~o~ey an~ flesh of huntej 3 ~im3 1s as s~e h~d 

here . .n.nd , t::'e y are very much thankful to 

Aduk. In f act, tbey have bui l t h" r a mot:!Ument 

pebbles as a symbo l o f :, ~ ~e:!!b r!Lnc e . Obs s :,vin~ 

this pr actice, s ome people, both a mong t he 

educa te d and uneduc a ted ones , consider Ad uk 

as t he mother of Agaws. Tbis actually is 

not true. The true history i s what I bave 

just told you , that i s , t'lat Aduk '. as hostess 
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to the seven brothe r s but ~ o t mot her . 

30m~ y~ 3 ~ S 3fte r :h~ 3e ~tl e ~ent 0: t he 

seven brothe r s , tbe ~e c ame ot he r ~i gr~ ~ts 

l,=d by four othp. !", brot~e:,s 'Il~ose n'3.!D'?s '::ere 

S5 list ed below : 

9an~i 

Tuhi (Tumi ) 

.., '" Cayazi 

Kunzini 

These f our Ag~~ w brothe r s :-Qceived counsel 

gbout their settlement from the s even old-

c o~ers who sha r ed th '? m 1 3 ~d and ggve them 

c ou~s~ l i n~ was appro; ri 3 t ? ~ 35 : ~ l lo~s : 

Kuakur i took c a re of Dangi 

Sari " " " Tuhi (Tumi) 

Az i ni " " " 
• Cayaz i 

Zi gimi n " " Kunzi!li 

Like the ol d-comers, the new ones , t oo , 

called the ir are as of se~tleme!lt a ft er 

thei r na~es a~d hegan to live fa~ming pesce -

fully. 

All the mi gr a nts , the old and the !lew , 

used t he l a nguage t he y brought from Lasta 

f or communicating among themselves as they 

pe:-sisted t o live at their new p l a ces . This 

has continue d f or centuri es si nce then . And 

in all thi s time, the child:-en and grand-



childre n 0: t~ese peopl ~ kept on t~ e trad i-

tiOD of naming t ~ei r 3 r~ ~£ of settl~~o nt 

s~ t e r tte m tha t ~ re sent -day n3 ~es o~ l oc9 1i-

tie s such 3S Azini, Zigimi ~nd 3hashi we~e 

once prope r ~ ?' mes of ~e ople . Mo~eove ~, if 

y ou we r e t o go to the s e thr ee loc a litie s 

yoursel f, you ~ould find th.t t~e Agivs there 

·..,auld provide ~he ty?ic :.=. l s3.!Ilples 0:" the 

i~ se ve ral a re3 S of life: food, l an~uage u3e, 

songs , fune r s l and otber ritual c e re~0nie s 

a re t he ?sst ( a c~ ord ~ n3 

to what thei r le~end ~a s ? r eserved) . You 

the ;as t . Go to th~se ?13c es ~ nd f~nd out 

fo r yourself that t~ey spe?k no ~ord of 

own . 

6
th ~uestion: What Ag~w song s or ritual lame ntation s do 

you know? Do you have s ome words to say 

on these? 

(Looking at the boy who brou g~t me to m~e t 

bim , ..I to Tamir sa id ) : ••• "bout s onqs a:1d 

such matters, this boy will tell you a ll 

that you ne ed . I am sure he has a ~a stery 
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of these . If , however, he f oils , then he ~ill 

take you t o those ~~o ~no~ we ll . 5uc~ ~3tt e rs 

are no~ ~ s sues of e ld e rly peo pl e . 

7th <ue stion : May I th~~ ~ou ve ry much for your ti~e a~Q 

h'JlIlou=? 

Don ' t mi .. d ii; . You have :1e eded the i:1~or:!la­

tion to keep uS ~eco~ded before we k~ ~~ sil e ~t 

~or ever . Tha t p~e2erve3 our bisto ~J . Do 

~h is be~ ore we ( i . e . ol d peo le) die . Do n't 

·tlO":.TY of h::1ving bot~e red us so long the 

inte:1tion is for good . 



I 

/ 
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AFEN9IX IV 

Recei ved fr om : 

T~e Ag~w tri~e w ~ s f irst K~O~~ 25 t~2 ~=ibe of Adil. 

Ad il W3S ~he son of Ti rha~ , ~~o was hi~ self the grandson 

o~ J~vid ( See the ~oly 3 ib~e2: ~he 2nd ~hronicles , 12 :3) • 

. .. , t d (~t " .,, ) , r ". _ ~ :1:_ en e ~o:Io .:. OlOp1. 3. ~ as an 3!":ny COT~ ? :::_e!' 0 _ c..::.~g 

to Is~sel ) . A~il was 3;po~nte1 soon as a governor of t~e 

f l i g::ts ; to 'Ntic h . ./'2v~ r :ii r ection (i!l ::-:::~iopi:d. The -:.. s a> .. s 

(-. hi ch a::'e 

1 · A t ~ ~h f .~ t \ C" ) c a l.me ..... 0 Je , _e s ource 0 l. .• ~ r'? s I , 1.1 The Agaws of 

9allot ( Le. t he .\wa'o'3 s) , and ( iii) The Agiiws o~ '1alul Sagos 

(i.e. the S~lin ) . 

The Agaws of Da!!!ot, i. e . the A'oa'oas, came here as 

hunters. They u2e~ t o hunt l i ons and el ephants. The first 

hunte r s , who were only 'two', (perhaps a major hunt e r and 

an a ss istant), came from Last a and se t tled here as they 
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hove found the place 1uit e agree able to live in . The y 

decided u~ c n t~e settl~m~ nt 3fter 3 c~~e!u! s~udy of the 

~h.t l if e ~e re wa s no' bad , they went back to Laeta t o 

brin~ th~i~ househo l ds , i.e. ~ho ir ~iv~ s ~nd chi!d~en , to 

li ve '1.e re f o r ever. T'- ey called :~e p12ce as :\"sa'.·rne ::'e:-

',; hich l a t e r on acc ol'J~'d '\ t e d (what is commonly knoH!! as) 

v 
of tt~ children of Carta~~ (the gre 2t, ?rand- ancestor of 

the A g~ws) . The na~es of hi s chi11~~n were : Az~na , Z i ~~m , 

Cara , AnkaS"3. , Banja , KU2ku~~ ~cd rlit;a k Ei l. 

These were also followed by ot~~ r Ag~w br ot hprs (0:' 

hunt :? !'s ) who we re called Dangl i Si nd Tum:'i . Ca r a ~3.ve ~·..:..mb i 

.... - -- ~-~ ~ 
- ~ -.--: -- -

For d ~t a il s about the ~gi w s in ~e~er: ~, see the 110 r y o f 

K' 4-
l D'.!;S , 

T~e A·,.,r3 was (O~ t !1e Seve n-Rouse .~gs.w ) dw c. i..Od from the 

Z3g'",~S . The person '"ho l i nk s th! Se ven-House Ao;;;'" wi ':h the 
v 

Z ao;~es is C3 rta gn ( the foremost a~cesto r ) . 

Cart .3gn bega t Azana , Zi gam, Cara, Ankasa , Banja , 

Kuakura and Ma t 'akal. T~ese procured chi ldren as in the 



The children o~ Az~ na include ~hese : 

, 
Caja 

Y.:on zana 

Dagha 

:>bibta 

The children of Zigam include these: 

J i bana l1angaxa 

Nana An..":uasta 

1"engaha Sangaba 

Awsa Guangua 
, 
Caraje. na Gohanaj 

'" The ctild~e~ o~ ~ara include t~~se : 

Giss9. 

Jibana 

l"!a!1~uda 

Gisayit~ 

J~wi 

Asi 

T~e childre n I)~ .-;.~ka¥a inclu~e :hese : 

Si gh Bessena 

Satma Demene 

Fafa " ahs sa 

Fagta 
, 
Cewssa 

:>n j i: ba :-a Dangiya 

The children 0: 3anja inc lude the following: 

Sasana A-?usazam 

Askuna Se xabanja 

Lolana 
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The chil d:--=!1 of Kuakura include the following : 

:\bz-:I.n Agii ',,-i"!alk 

Uraf~Jaz K~r stos 

KHle ZaweClo:el 

T':e ch ild r en of Matikal incluc.e t~~ followin g : 

Dangal a De meka 

Jabolla 

'ti olle t a Mu6a 

Yi r ga - Semen 

Of th e c~ildren of ~~tijk~l , one i s M~nguda . ~an~~da 

had a daug~ter ca~led Hira (which in ~wingi ~eans l gocd-

" 3~if~ ~~r? ~d . Ph:li?os 2~~ ~~ r3 ~e~at a ctild c~lled ~uxay . 

" CUX3J ('·,ho :3 +; te r beca::nt:. 3:'! .-. :-::y c0:nma ::der) h~d O~~ b'..::-:r:red 

e.nd t· .... .::.n ty ·,·, ives from ',.;~o:n h~ p:'oc'J.r-?d a ?::-e3.t :1UJ1o'2 r of 

ahild~en wto h ~d sca~tered 311 o ve~ t~o Awaw a l~~d . ~ew 

~ikko KHle 

Uf ena 1I.J ~ • . . a~arJ 1s 

1'3.g0zguza 

Abiikua Agiiw-Ras 

G~mna 

Of Cuxayls children, one i s his da ughter Tagozguza . 



She was ma rrie d to Be~a, the son of Amasag , Commance~ of 

Go jjam . (These too had children ,.hose descent iCl the Agaw 

clan is cDClsiie r ed as one of ths major ones.) 

The Awa wa s of GOjjamare , thus , children of the ~bove 

li sted major ance stor s . 

LEGe> OF SCr"C:: A:,L~l,i .J. SCNGS : 

Oh , ~h§t a smil e , do I sense from beyond 

In me it has stirred , and my hunge r vanishec6 

Let' s 211 celebr3te , tte charm of :he youth 

Keep not your ' cash' , flow it out smooth 

~hat mo~! is there , to admire of a man 

The s lit of hi s teeth , faints everyone 

1).135! I I cry , 'Nhich one st.all ::: opt 
ry 

T~ o ~r~~~~~s a~~ ~e~e , h ? vi~~ 19id ~ bet 
Oh-'~~ 3~ z trou~~e, eyc~~e~ ~ o i~8 ~1e 

~u~~y ~~ ~y ?~~~ , le~ ' s soon ~u~ a~~y 

'r~i!1k !"lot 3::ymO:'=, ~'?:,e ' .. ;~ c :: :1 ' t 5:3.7 

~or2ake liv~~~ ~e :' 3 , ~n~;pe91~~: vi~w 

Cur livel:'~ood , i 3 the gr as s i~ :te :e','" 

Yonder is Fudi , th~ f,mous mountain 

Densely ~ore3t e d, this i s how i~ is seen 

No one doubts t~e re , tcat nature is hid ~en 

Our ne3~ne~s t o it, sh~ :l vindicste this soon 

So, come 3WSY my love, i~ t~e t~ ilig~t even:'n; 

Happy as we are , we mount it ~leaming 

Di scove~y of it , canno t be fouling 
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I cry f~om he~e ~n~ you from YODd2 ~ 

As t~cugh u~da~in~ , t o c~oss t~o riv~ ~ 

Oh my f air, i 3 it fl ood ~t3t you f~3r 

r~i!Lk of a mesns , t':":3 t b!'in~s yO'J. ~e r e 

A ~ri d~e or ot~~ r~i se , sug~~s ti on I Jut 
Do not hes i t 3~ e, ~et ' s scon ~eunite . 



Notes to the Bngli sh Version of 

Atltlendix IV 

1 . The ~a~dwritten A~haric ~anusc~iFt ~ec ei ve d ~~om 

Ma~igeta Birhanu Keb~de presents its subst~nces 

in t ~ i s ore er : ~irst , t~~ list o ~ desce~~3~t s of 

t~e major a~c esto r s of the Seve n - House A~iw ; 

t hen , t~~ legend of thei r histo r y; and finacl ; , 

the lyri c of som~ Awawa son~s . For ~e as ons of 

chr ccologi:s l orde r ing 3nc other ~atte rs appe ~­

lirr~ to c o~mon- se n3 e, t~~ rese~rc~er has made 

some alte~?~ions o~ the ~i ven s e ~ue nces i n tte 

English ver2io~ . T~us, in this v~rsion , fi~st 

comes the legend o~ tbe hi sto r y , the n th~ l i st 

of descend~nt s , an~ ~ 3stly t~e ly~ic of t~e songs . 

2 . Not e ttst the cit 3t ions from t~e Bible and ~~e 

'r~e :'.::'3o;::,c~er ~ s.s a-tte :!l;, te c to find det3.il s on 

t~':..-3 :r.'J.:-~:':::' ':~:'C)!!l :~ ~ c:te: sourc ~ s , bu-:- C 01J 2.j COrr.2 

9cross no ~ong=ue~t view wit~ ~~ ~t of ~e ri ~eta 

Bi r hs nu . The quoted ~~a~ters 3n~ numbers talk 

T~e re ?1 e~ ~otices t~at t~e!'e a~2 ~o rds ~nd ~~~ases 

w~ich a~~ ;ut in ?a~eD~~es~ s !ike t~is one , 3~d 

in :t:.e ~ngli5h ve !'sion . 

Such wor~s and p~rases do not co~e f r om the original 

Ia nusc ~i~t . Instead , they are wcr~s and phr ases 

supplemented by the wri t e r +;~~"Y\.ki ng t:~at :"ey ·.·:ould 

complete gaps of ~~ou~ht ~~ich seem t o ha ve been 

mi ssed i~ the o~iginal . 

4 . Cf. f ootnot e 2 above . 

5. The l yric , i. e . the ve r ses of t he so ngs , wb i ch a r e 

pr esented here a re trans l ations att empt ed by the 

rese 3rcher fi~st from Awi ngi into Amharic , ~n1 then 
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from Amtaric into Er.glisb . Sc, a word-by- word ~r3~sc ­

ation of th= o ~iginal cannot be expected in th ~ ::~a l . 

Moreov~r, it i s known to th ~ reader that poems e~e 

versed to express 'i~ne r- f~eling! ' and emotions , ~nd 

not just t o say what the words me!n from the outw!rd . 

So , in orde r not to m~ss tte aesthetics of such ':~~e r­

fe e lin~ sr an~ emotio~Bl expr~szi:r.s in the t~9nsl 2 ~ions , 

the r-?se :: rcbe r ~as in some C3ses 1..!sei gre3.te!' ;:'..:..:!:e !"' 

of wor1s 1n~ lin~s tba~ wbat ~ 3 V2 been used i~ ~~e 

ori gi!'!al . 

6 . The :-hymi!1~ he :-e and be l::> '" f01::.0·.· .. s th~ p3t-t;ern : ;3. , 

bb , cc , etc •• This i3 intenti one lly done by the 

writer so that the trans13t ed piece keeps harmony 

'Hi tb the Ethiopian style o~ ver se - rhym i ng . 

? The ve!'ses ~roduce1 by M~ri~et ? =irhanu Rebe~e co 

::c t c c ~sti<t;'.lte ex;:-e ': si o :-:! 2 U ~-?-: ': ! O:12.y one "";::. ::::7 0: 

~~~ c~xe ' ( ~r =t. n Z3 ~ 'n~ 2 ' n,~ .. a, _. r-t·.',', -, ~ ~ "., ~ ~i-,~ •• ~ ...., _ .:;. J _ . • _ l...i. _ <;l... " . ~ _ ~ _ _ _ 

~as ~ot found it nec~ssqrJ :~ sc:::t out these in ~~e 

t:-a~slati~ns. ~:::ese~ting t~e~ e : ~eve been p:::oe~ced 

is felt prefera:le 3S thi3 ::l':'g~: :-13s~ my :L--n5 oY'rTla.nt's 

l..:. nfor:se::.!lble y~ung- 9.ge exre!'i=nces . As a !D a:t~!' c: 

!3C~ , t~ ~ 3 ~c ond St~~Z3 see~ s ~o celebr~~e M2:'ig~t2 

~~r~3~u bi~se:f as t e has 31i~s ~etwee n so~e 0: his 

teeth . 



D _ C L A ~ A T ION 

I , t~~ u ~d ~ rsi~ned , dec13re t~3t th is tb~sis is my 

ori ginel ~ ~~ k JC~ tss not been p re se nte ~ ~ O ~ a de s ree 

in any ot ~~ r uni v ersity . a nc th a t all sources of m~te~i31 

used f o r ~he ~~es is have bee n duly acknowledged . 

:I J :!: e : .'O L1):::'[";:;S 

Sign.?tur ~ : 

A:DI3 A~.\9A , ST~I CPIA . 

June 10 • 1001 . 
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