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ABSTRACT 
The purpose of this study is to find out the effectiveness of 

an " inte rmediate approach" which is based on the technique of creating 

communicative contexts for structural exercises. The subjects of the 

study are 173 first year students of Addis Ababa University who were 

divided into study and control groups by using a random sampling techn­

ique . The control groups were taught English by using materials based 

on the structural approach while the study groups were taught using 

materials prepared by the researcher in line with the "intermediate 

approach". At the end of the experiment both the study and control 

groups were given a post test . The result of the test was analyzed 

by comparing it with the ESLCE results of the students. Subsequently, 

the hypothesis is tested through the analysis of co-variance . 
The result of the analysis shows that there is a significant 

difference between the results of the study and control groups at 5% 

level. Therefore, the hypothesis (Ho) that there is no difference 

between the "intermediate approach" and that of the structural approach 

on the English Language proficiency of first year students has been 

rejected and the alternative hypotheSiS (H1 ) is supported. The other 

finding of this study obtained from an interactional analysis of 

classroom observation is that the "intermediate approach" has a higher 

surrender value than the structural approach since it allows more 

pupil talk than teacher talk. Moreover , it has been found out from 

the analysis of responses of English language experts that the "inter 

mediate approach" lends efficiency to the teaching- l earning process 

by integrating the quality of linguistic knowledge with the ability 

of using it in real communicative situations . The conclusion drawn from the results are : "intermediate 

approach" helps the learners to cultivate the ability to assoc i ate 

linguistic forms with their use in different contexts. The "intermediate 

approach" also facilitates meaningful and in t eresting language practice 

and by giving more student talking time, it promotes the confidence of 

the learners in using the language. 
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CHAPTER I 

I NTRODUCTION 

A. Statement of the Probl em 

Students who join Addi s Ababa University are required, 

among other things , t o write papers, compil e reports, expound on 

their viewB , elaborate concepts , and participate tn di f f er ent forums 

in English. In order to carry out these .tasks effectively, they need 

to be proficient in the basic skills of the langua ge . However , their 

pre-university language training , which is predominantly characterized 

by parrot-l~rning, does not equip th em with adequate learning experiences. 

In view of th i s fact, s everal attempts have been ma de to develop an 

Englis h course a t the Freshman l evel to improv e the l anguage per formance 

of th e students , . 

I t appears t ha t th e Fr eshman English Language Progr amme has 

failed to cater for the language needs of the students, The purpose of 

this study i s , therefore, to find out whether or not the "Interm ediate 

Approach" i,5 effective in promo ting the students' , l a nguage p r oficiency 

by using contextualized , s truc tur e-based ex ercises as a strat egy. 

B, ' Scope of the Study 

In order to f ind out whether t he "Intermediate approach" is 

1 any be tt er or not in teaching a foreign l a nguage, the inves ti gation 

conc en trates on r el ating linguistic forms to meaningful communicative 

function s so as t o encourage th e l earner to apply their lingui s tic 

1I n t his case , the Engl ish Language . 
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skills in expr ess ing the ir ideas effec tively. The investigation does 

not, however, include linguist ic items which aim to elabora t e socia l 

functions, (which i s th e pri mary objective of the communicative approach), 

such as interpersonal , imaginative and emotional expr essions. 

In the i nvestigation , no a tt empt has been made t o pr opose a new 

l anguage syllabus , because the c entr e of organi zat i on in the 

"Inte rmediate approac h" remains structur e based. On the contrary, 

gr ammatical items have been selected from the ins tructiona l materials 

currently in use for th e first semester of Fr eshman English Pro gr amme . 

The materials selected have been presented in contextualized exercises 

in order to make the l earning of the English l anguage meaningful to 

stUdents in the c l assroom. 

c. Limitat ions of the Study 

Teaching materials f or the s tudy group, classr oom observation 

r ecords, questionnaires and t ests were prepar ed and adminis t er ed. 

The s tudy primarily deals with gr amma ti cal items. If time and money 

were available the experim ent could have include d mo r e gr ammatical 

items and linguistic forms fro m the l exicon, pronunciat ion and 

morpholo gYI and a l so a much l a rger population could hav e been considered, 

the present population be ing 198 stUdents . 

As is generally th e case with many studies, here too, the classroom 

observation r ecords made by the r esearch er r egarding t each er a nd 

student interaction suffer fr om some limita tions • . For ins tanc e , one 

r ecord is made every thr ee seconds , but at times a n utt erance may be 

a little less or more than three seconds. 
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