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Abstract 

Evidences show that ecotourism has fallen in many places short of its 
espoused benefits. It induced at destinations little or no livelihood gains, 
imposed environment damages than helped it conservation, and 
exacerbated income variability than realized the objective of assisting the 
impoverished and disadvantaged sections of local communities. Some even 
label ecotourism as mass tourism under new disguise. This study sought to 
examine the positive as well as negative effects ecotourism has both on 
community and environment at around Wonchi Crater Lake located in 
Wonchi wereda, in South West Shoo Zone of Oromia Region, where 
ecotourism has been taken as instrumental of creating altemative livelihood 
basis for local community and help oreserve the pristine environment which is 
under increasing population pressure. Given the exploratory nature of the 
study qualitative design with basic quantitative analysis was applied. 
Structured interview, Focus Group Discussion, Key informant interviews, and 
observation were the main instruments of inquiry employed in the study. The 
study analysis was conducted using primary data obtained from 122 sample 
households selected through systematic random sampling from Haro Wonchi 
kebele. Descriptive statistics and statistical analysis (Measures of central 
Tendency, Correlation, Regression and Chi-Square) were used to describe 
and test statistical significance of variables that influence sample households' 
direct benefit from ecotourism. The research result has shown ecotourism 
though positively affecting the lives of 20% of local community in terms of 
income and livelihood diversification the intended e ffects are too small to 
ecotourism serve as an alternative occupation. Direct benefits obtained as a 
result of participation in ecotourism related activites are not fairly distributed 
among residents. Environmentally ecotourism proved to have contributed 
nothing as of yet. No mechanism of soil or forest conservation is introduced, 
settlement is expanding in the previously preserved areas, the existing forest 
cover is under destruction for new farmland and commercial and domestic 
consumption of fire woods, and lake water is retreating as result of siltation 
from steep slope farming. Underpinning this all is the absence of strong formal 
institution that ensures both justifiable benefits distribution and the protection 
of natural resources. The implication of this to policy makers is that 
ecotourism should be founded on responsible strong institution which will 
re frain from pursuing the interest of few community members to be viable 
business. Moreover, it implicates that there should be mechanism by which a 
close supervision over such sites by government bodies is conducted. The 
case considered here has evidenced well that if not regulated common 
resources could be exploited beyond limit by few elites at the expense of the 
impoverished majority. 

vii 



1.1 BacI{ground 

Chapter One 

Introduction 

Tourism, with 903 million tourists travelling every year globa lly, has become one of the 

major deriving forces of the world economy (UNWTO, 2008). Tourism specifically, 

conventional tourism until recently often advocated as a means to solve developmental bottle 

necks of developing nations. This sector of the economy is often identified as a diverse and 

decentralized industry, wh ich is believed to affect several sectors of local economies because 

it is 24 hours a day, 7-days a week, labour intensive business and generates multiple 

employment opportunities across sectors and for every section of a society (Wearing and 

Nei l, 2000) . 

However, conventional tourism, which some tenned it as "mass tourism" brings many 

problems along (Wi lliam and Shaw 1994, cited in Hall and Lew, 1998). The essence of mass 

tourism, being driven, controlled and owned by forces outside of communities of the 

destination areas, it lacks creating sustainable employment (non-seasonal employment). 

Moreover, degradation and depletion of indigenous environment are some of the complex 

dire impacts of mass tourism (Wcaring and Neil, 2000; Rowe et aI., 2006). 

Mass tourism which is a form of mass consumption (William and Shaw 1994, cited in Hall 

and Lew, 1998) is therefore, modified and took the form of more individualized and fl ex ible 

types of tourism such as ecotourism, cultural tourism, green tourism, and adventure tourism. 

Ecotourism as an alternative form of mass tourism, which has acquired broad popularity as of 

1990, (Tisdell, 1997; Cvetich and Scores, 2007) is considered by many countries of the world 

as a remedy to the threats mass tourism poses on environment and its inability to meet 

livelihood needs of indigenous population (Tisdell , 1997; Hall and Lew, 1998; Wearing and 

Neil , 2000; Rowe et aI. , 2006). 

This relatively new sub sector of touri sm has been given a due recognition in Eth iopia, 

thou gh very recently, with the offic ial establishment of new eco-Iodges and community based 

ecotouri sm sites at various locations such as Langano, Abyata and Shala Lakes, Sodare, and 

Awash Nati onal Park area. 



Wenchi area community based ecotourism that has come into being on ly before seven years 

is one of such initiatives. It is located in Oromia Regional state, South Western Showa Zone, 

Wenchi Wereda at around Wenchi Crater Lake, which is the area of emphasis of this study. 

As it is the case with community based ecotourism initiatives alike, Wenchi area community 

based ecotourism was launched with aim of minimizing the pressure on loca l natural 

resources and improving welfare of loca l community through generati ng sustainable means 

of I ivelihoods from ecotourism related activit ies. Having performed for over seven years it is 

about time to investigate the experiences obtained from th is community based economic 

benefit and environmenta l protection targeting undertak ings. [n thi s study, therefore the 

major theme is to ident ity the e ffects this community based ecotouri sm initiative has brought 

on both livelihoods of loca l community and the environment. 

1.2 Statement of the problem 

Given the country's unique long hi story of poli tical independence on the continent of Africa, 

its magnificent diverse culture, and breathtaking scenic beauty of its landscape bestowed with 

rich biodiversity, and its huge land size, Ethiopia shou ld have been one of the leading tourist 

destinations in Africa (Schwenk, 2002). When compared to countries in its region such as 

South Africa, Morocco, Tunisia, and Kenya, few of Africa's leading tourist destination 

countri es, Ethiopia has not yet taped in its potential in tourism. The country, for instance, has 

managed on ly to attract 303,000 international tourists during the year 2007 (UNWTO, 2008) . 

Th is size of tourist arrival may be taken as the highest ever the nation could have attracted. 

However, when weighed against South Africa's 9 million international tourist arriva ls during 

the same period, or against Kenya's 1.6 million during year 2006, implies not on ly the 

tourism industry of country is sti ll in its in fancy stage, but ca ll s for designing viab le 

mechanisms of developing the sector. 

Ecotourism, as the major sub-sector of tou rism, is one such means of diversifying the tourism 

industry. The recogniti on of ecotourism in Ethiopia, though it is the fastest growing sub 

sector (20%-34% per year) of the industry (T[ES, 2005), is a recent phenomenon. To be 

more specific commu ni ty based ecotourism was only introduced during 2003/2004 following 

the study of ecotourism potential in Wenchi Area conducted by GTZ in 2002. 

However, ecotouri sm as a recent segment of tourism industry is the area that has not been 

we ll studied. Subsequently few stud ies that have been carried ou t are area specific as 
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ecotourism project itself is. Majority of the lim ited number of studi es undertaken have been 

conducted in loca li ties where either ecotouri sm is operational or planned to operate. Stone 

(2002) looked in to the aspect of ecotouri sm and comm unity deve lopment in Hainan, China 

taking the cases of two nationa l forest parks . Himberg (2006) a lso assessed the issue of 

communi ty based ecotourism as susta inab le development option in Taita Hills of Kenya. 

Study of similar nature was also carried in Kenya by Ogutu (2002) which has stressed on the 

impacts of ecotourism on the li velihood and the natura l resource management in Eselenkei­

Amboseli Ecosystem. The areas of studies of these researches are more or less areas offi c ially 

designated as nature parks or ecotourism parks. Their management and structure are of either 

government or private investors in which local communit ies' ro les are limited. The context of 

examining the li ve lihood and environmental impacts can not be the same with the study area 

of this papers' concern . Likewise case studies done in Jamaica and Papua New Gu inea by 

West and Carrier (2004) happen to focus on the anthropologica l approach should be 

considered than stri ctly findin g out what live lihood and environmental effects ecotouri sm 

could result. Wondifraw (2007) a lso attempted to see Community Based Ecotourism 

Im pacts: the Case of Adaba Dodola Protected area of Bale zone whose main emphasise, 

without looking into what is happening to the natural resource, was on finding out what 

impacts were there on lives ofthe local community. 

However, in Ethiopia, it can be said that tourism as broad industry itse lf is an area in wh ich 

least study is conducted. When it comes to the ecotourism segment since its introduction is a 

very recent experience lacks the focus of academic community. Essentially the prospect of 

ecotourism in Ethiop ia on one hand the non researched nature of the area on the other hand 

calls for more studies to be done so that fut ure ecotouri sm perti nent dec isions made in the 

country could be based on scientific informat ion. 

Regarding the study area, Wonchi area community based ecotourism was initiated with two 

pronged objectives (Schwenk, 2002). It was basica lly a imed at creatin g alternative non­

agricultural income fo r the loca l population and easing the burden on the local eco logy and 

encouraging conservation of the natural resource base of the area. Moreover, it was 

specu lated that the introduction of ecotouri sm in this study area would come with diversified 

non-farm employment opportuni ties to enable the rapidly increasing popu lation of the area 

earn a better li ving. Simultaneously with minimal impact of ecotourism by its nature it was 

intended that the highly rugged and eroded resource of the area could be spared to recover as 

profound awareness towards preserving natural resource is created with the business. 
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Yet, the local community is not fully taking part in the business. The potential return from 

employment is lim ited to a sma ll percentage of local community of the male youth elements 

of that rural society. Lack of diversification of economic activities aimed at exp loiting the 

potential of tourism, except incomes from horse rent, boat transport and gate fee, is also 

observed. 

Env ironmentally also the inflow of weekend tourists in severa l hundreds which used to be 

some 50 to 100 nearly a decade ago has exacerbated the pressure on the already fragile 

environment. Currently different sources point out the weekly tourist arrival is more than 

400 people. Oromia Culture and Tourism Bureau record reveals more than 9000 tourists 

have visited the site last year alone. The introduction of tourist trails up and down the hi lis 

where the remnant natural forest has been well preserved up to date contributed to increased 

erosion and the barren land has been reported as being exposed to more destructions. The 

construction of dry weather road down the hill to Lake Wonchi is the cause of dust pollution 

to an area used to be relatively clear; more gully erosion was also caused by both the trails 

and vehicle roads. The unmet expectations of the local community from the ecotourism 

activity have been also the cause for less regard to the preservation of the local natural 

resource. 

Generally, the short fall of this community based ecotourism in creating direct and indirect 

job opportun ities as much as expected, its inability of triggering the creation of micro and 

small enterprise, and the lack of justifiable generation of income among local community 

members of the study area worth the attention of researchers. In spite of favourable effects 

ecotourism was expected to bring to the local environment of Wenchi the disturbance 

ecotourists cause in the form of air pollution by increased dust cloud, soi l erosion, litter 

droppings in a relatively clean landscape, more pressure is placed on the local ecology 

through augmented food consumption, water and energy needs of residents, a case wh ich has 

prompted the researcher to consider this study and fill the theoretical and empirical gap 

ex isting in this respects. 

1.3 Objective of the Study 

1.3.1 Gen era lOb j ective 

The overa ll objective of the study is to exam me whether community based ecotourism 

activity in Wenchi Crater Lake area has benefited the local community and local environment 
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as was intended. It aims also at identifyi ng the adverse factors that play against obtaining 

maximum welfare of res idents and environmenta l benefits from ecotourism. 

1.3.2 Specific Objectives 

The study is undertaken to atta in the fo llowing specific objectives: 

Assess the overa ll li vel ihood diversification of the local people as a resu lt of the 

introduction of ecotourism in the area. 

Identify the number of jobs and the favourab le situation for household income growth 

ecotourism has created and the proportion of that community benefiting from 

ecotourism. 

Examine improvement of infrast ructure and other social services that have effect on 

both the people and the environment. 

Find out the measures loca l community has been taking to preserve the local natural 

resource. 

Identify the positive and negative effects of ecotollrism on natural env ironment such 

as on the genera l vegetation cover, natura l forest, lake water, and farm land. 

1.4 Research Questions 

This study sets itself to answer the following specific questions. 

J) What alternative economic activities have bee n created for the local inhabitants 
other than the trad itional farm activities? 

2) How many and what types of job opportunities ecotouri sm made happen? 

3) Which socia l and Economic infrastructure improved in the area? 

4) Are the loca l community conserving! protecting their env ironment from 
destructive human activities. 

5) What are the negative and posItIve effects of ecotourism activity on the 
environmental resources of Wonchi area? 

6) Do loca l people involve in and benefit equa lly from ecotouri sm? What is the 

gender. and age wise variation of involvement? 

1.5 Significance of the study 

Hence, the outcome of the study on the effects of ecotourism on live lihood and environment 

would provide researchers, policy makers and implementers, touri st developers alike with 
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prevailing information on the re lationshi p between ecotouri sm-community 

livelihood- environment. Moreover it is supposed to find out factors affecting the 

development of ecotourism in the context of the locality for which policy promotions are to 

be carried out by the concerned bodies such as federal offices and regional bureaus, wereda 

and kebele adm inistrations. 

1.6 Scope of the Study 

This study is about the effects of ecotourism on the livelihoods of loca l community and the 

environment. It intended mainly to identify the favourable and negative effects ecotourism 

causes on both li velihood and environment. Thus it is limited to areas around Wonchi Crater 

Lake- i. e. in Haro Wonchi kebele. 

1. 7 Limitation of the study 

Effects on env ironment were assessed only based on the interviewees' opinion and own 

observat ion since financial prob lem was the constraint to apply analysis of land use and land 

cover images of the area, which would has provided an objective perspective to the study. 

The study may produce different result given that different methodology is applied. 

1.8 Organization of the Thesis 

The thes is is organ ized into five chapters. The first is introduction which has seven 

subsect ions. Background, statement of the problem, objective, research question, s ign ificance 

of the study, the scope of the study, and limitations of the study are part of the introduction 

section. Chapter two entail s review related literatures and conceptual framework. The third 

chapter is about description of the study area and methodology. Fourth chapter is all about 

results and discussion in which the livelihood and environmental out comes of ecotourism are 

described. In the last chapter summary of major findi ngs, conclusion and recommendations 

of the study are presented. 
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Chapter Two 

Review of Literature 

2.1. Definition and Concepts of Tourism 

2.1.1. Definition 

Today's fa st growth and spread of tourism may wrongly imply that the term is we ll known. 

However, tourism, as severa l scholars agree, is a sector of an economy which has not yet 

obtained one single defi nit ion of its own. This in turn may influence the way how to approach 

when studying the sector. Tourism, as it is the case around the world, is 'a widespread and 

ubiquitous aspect o f an econom y': that it is rare that people from every corner of the world 

that do not recogni ze tourist every day in their vi cinity. And yet touri sm remains a term that 

is susceptible to diverse interpretation (Sharpley, 2006). 

According to th e same author tourism could be defined from two main groups or 

class ificat ions of definit ions-technical and conceptual definitions. Technical definition of 

tourism interprets touri sm as the activity of a to urist defined as some one who travels for 24 

hours or more out side hi s country of residence. In this definition the types of travellers 

indenti fied are those who travel for business, for pleasure, health or other purposes. Also 

includes those who stay in destination area for less than 24 hours which are known as 

'excursionist' . 

Conceptual definition of touri sm given from anthropological perspective sees tourism from 

the person that is perceived to be a tourist. Therefore touri sm is simply an activity undertaken 

by a person at leisure that also travels. 

Page and Dowl ing (2002) defined tourism more or less simi larly as ' the temporary movement 

of people to destinations outside thei r normal home and work place, the activities undertaken 

during the stay and the facilities created to cater for tourist needs. This definition attempts to 

separate the term tourism from related terms such as recreation and leisure. Recreati on is any 

pursuit of entertainment one engages in during hi s/her leisure time, while lei sure is the time 

availab le to an ind ividua l when work, sleep and other basic needs have been met. 

7 



Tourism is a complex activity whi ch may not be explained from one perspective alone for it 

touches upon multiple issues as envi ronment, development, social and economic aspects in 

whi ch it operates. Tourism genera lly cou ld be defined as both social and industria l activity. It 

is social activity because as Sharpl ey (2006) put it, if people had neither the abi lity nor the 

desire to travel from one place to another, tourism would not exist. Tourism as a soc ial 

activi ty involves individuals who travel with in their country or in ternat ionally where in 

doing so they interact with other peop le and places to where trave llers carry with them and 

exchange their cultura l va lues and experiences. It is an industry also because if it does not 

provide different service to tourists then tourism would have not existed. 

Evo lution and Concept of Tourism : 

Whether defined technica lly or conceptual ly, socially or industrially, it is well-known that 

tourism as socia l phenomenon has assumed its present shape or structure after fo ll owing 

different paths. Although touri st boom has been experienced as of 1950s which makes the 

industry a phenomenon of post World War II, tourism had been around for long. As has been 

pointed out in Youe ll 's (1998) work and Steelman in Oriordan (2002) the ancient Greeks and 

Romans were the first people to experience the benefits of leisure and travel. At around 776 

Be for example, the Greeks had hosted international visitors during the first Olympic Games. 

Evidences of public building where urban populations could spend their leisure time and 

extensive road networks developed by the Romans are the test imonies of faster and 

conven ient travel for both business and leisure purposes (Youell, 1998). Th is economic sector 

which has fl ouri shed across millennia today accrues huge economic benefit to a lmost a ll 

countri es of the world. According to WTO (2008) nearly eighty countri es have earned more 

than US$ 3 tr illion revenue which is about 11 % of the gross world product. 

World Tourism Organization of the UN (2008) says tourism is becoming one of the fastest 

growing econom ic sectors. Over the past six decades (1950-2007), with the growth of 

international tourist arri vals from 25 mill ion to 903 mill ion, which is estimated to reach One 

billion international tourist arrivals by 20 I 0, is generating 12% of world Gross National 

Product (GNP) and 8% of all jobs, (Newsome, et ai, 2006). At annual growth rate of 4% 

touri sm will continue to be one of the dominant economic sectors. According to Youell 

( 1998) the number of internat ional tourist arri vals increased more than 20 fold between 1950 

and 1995. 
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The growth of the industry is related to various major socio economic and technological 

changes world wide (Youell , 1998 '). These include the profound changes because of 

industrial revo lution of the eighteenth and nineteenth century, the influence of steam power, 

the deve lopment of seaside resorts among wea lthy minorities of the Western society coupled 

with the development and expansion of rail ways . Moreover, the economic boom 

immediately after second World War which had laid foundation for travel and dramatic 

growth in domestic as well as internationa l tourism, the deve lopment of jet aircra ft as a result 

of rap id advance in a ircraft technology, and the increasing pace of deve lopment to the twenty 

first century are factors have much to do with fast growth of touri sm. Because of the 

economic prosperity that touri sm can generate today several of developing nations have 

opened the ir market to tourism (Wondifraw, 2007). 

Of course to take advantage of economic benefits from the sector is not the only reason why 

more and more countries have to attract the industry's deve lopment. According to Youell 

(1998) some coun tries have used tourism for poli tical purposes. Governments may encourage 

the development of tourism to further their poli tical objectives such as to enhance the 

acceptance of a given regime (Spain 's Franco Regime), to obtain political sympathy and 

boost national mora le as in the case oflsrael or for 'softer' political reasons such as to change 

the image or the perception of a country as it is the case in many Afri can countries. 

However, the nature of deve lopment of international tourism is a subject of debates. 

Accordi ng to Harrison (2001) there are at least three contending views as to driving causes of 

international tourism. First, the view that tourism can ensu re wea lth transfer from richer 

western nations to less developed poorer countries in the south. 

This view, derived from modernization theory, signifies the role of touri st as 'modern man' 

helping the development of arts and crafts in touri st receiving countri es. 'Tourism', as it is 

the central theme of the theory is seen as ' a form of modernization, transferring cap ital, 

technology, expertise and modern values from the west to Least Develop Countries' . This is 

the view that perce ives tourism as a means of redistribution of property to poorer countries of 

the world. 

Second, the view that critical of tourism as a modernization, suggests that it is a mixed 

blessing. Touri sm brings wealth but equally exacerbates the poor-rich gap with in the receiver 

society. Therefore, like any other economic activity touri sm needs to be run (or at least 
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closely controlled) by the state for the reasonable benefits of its nations. This kind of view 

was held by those countries run by socialist states. 

On third paradigm the nature of tourism is observed from the point of view of its 

environmental effect. The concept of sustainable tourism which emerged from the 

environmentalists discourse promotes the need for looking for alternative tourism which is 

environment friendly. Ecotourism perhaps, is the best segment of sustainable tourism. 

2.1.2. Types of Tourism 

In order to full y understand the topic area of the study it has a paramount importance to 

discuss the typology of tourism. Since several concepts of touri sm appear in literatures 

wrapped up or coined with the term touri sm it always creates uncertainty among readers. 

Consequently scho lars in the field have attempted to di stinguish tourism in to different 

typologies. Foster (1985) for instance enumerated five types of tourism: The first is 

Recreational tourism. This is the type of touri sm which most of people have in mind when 

the term tourism is mentioned. It involves mass-and-popular-package tours. Tourists of this 

type are of substantially larger group; seek mainly sun-sea-sand and fresh air or sporting 

activities of various kinds. Such tourists travel primarily for change and rest. 

The second tourism type is cultural tourism the aim of which is to experience new cultural 

activities. This can be staged on rural, peasant (primitive) areas or be based in towns offering 

special cultural activities (e.g. folklore, art, music, etc.). A kind of visit to heritage locations, 

museums, cathedra ls, monasteries and so on form the Historical Tourism type. The fourth 

type of tourism is the so called Ethnic Tourism which involves contact with unusual or quaint 

customs in remote areas; it could be visiting the family 's country of origin and relatives or 

friends. Finally there is Environmental Tourism which involves a visit to remote and 'pure' 

environment by higher income groups since the travel to rem ote places such as these involves 

substantial expendi ture (Foster, 1985). 

Depending up on the perspectives from which the term is understood there are more 

classifications of tourism. One such classification is that the division of tourism in to mass 

touri sm and alternative tourism types (Wearing and Neil, 200 1); a ll touri sm comprises either 

mass touri sm or a lternative touri sm (Page and Dowling, 2002). 

As opposed to conventi onal mass tourism (CMT) which has prevailed for some time 

alternative touri sm (AT) is a new type of touri sm. Alternative Touri sm types fall under broad 
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and flexib le categories that have one featu re in common - they are alternatives to CMT. That 

is to mean that they are not associated with mass-large scale touri sm but are essentially small 

scale, low-density, di spersed in non urban-areas, and they appeal to special interest groups of 

people with mainly above average education and with relatively high disposable incomes. 

Tourism activit ies such as cu ltural, educational, scientific, adventure, green and agri-tourism 

with rural , ranch and fann sub-set (see figure 2.1. and Table 2.1) cou ld be distinguished as 

AT types (Rowe et aI., 2006; Wearing and Nei l, 2001). 

According to Wearing and Ne il (2001), alternative tourism is distinguishable from mass 

touri sm types by several characteristics: 

• The allempted preservation, protection and enhancement of the quality of the 
resource base which is fundamental to tourism itself 

• The fostering and active promotion of development, in relation to additional visitor 
alfractions and infrastructure, with roots in the specific locale and developed in ways 
that complement local allributes. 

• The endorsement of infrastructure, hence economic growth, when and where it 
improves local conditions and not where it is destructive or exceeds the carrying 
capacity of the social environment whereby the quality of community life is adversely 
affected 

• Tourism which allempts to minimize its impacts upon the environment, is ecologically 
sound, and avoids the negative impacts of many large scale tourism developments 
undertaken in areas that have not previously been developed 

• An emphasis on not only ecological sustainability, but also cultural sustainability. 
That is, tourism which does not damage the culture of the host community, 
encouraging a respect for the cultural realities experienced by the tourists through 
education and organized encounters. 

From the above depiction of alternative tourism it is possible to not on ly establi sh 

relationship between alternative touri sm and ecotourism but also use the tenns alternatively 

si nce both are basically linked to the purpose of learn ing as well as protecting the natural 

environment with in wh ich these activities take place. 

However, line of variation can still be drawn between AT and ecotourism as has been pointed 

out by several authors. That is, all nature based small scale tourism types cou ld be identified 

as alternatives to the mass large scale types of tourism, but does not necessarily mean they 

are a ll ecotouri sm types. A case in point is adventure tourism which encompasses outdoor 

and wi lderness recreational touri sm activities such as hunting, shooting, hiking and fi shing. 

These types of touri sm are di stingu ished from ecotourism and the traditional outdoor 
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recreations in that the extent of care or attention given to environment is limited though they 

are planned, deliberate means of recreations. 

Adventure tourism types also differ specially from ecotourism in that they involve risk where 

travelling is to and in these s ites is set as challenge to the tourist as opposed to ecotouri sm 

where awareness creation about the ex istence of s ite itself and limited consumptive activities 

are the principal features. In adventure tourism the indi vidual will always face increasing risk 

as his/her phys ical participation is eminent. Moreover, since the main objective of taking part 

in such type of tourism is the pursuit of personal pleasure neither the process nor the 

participant care what happens to the host environment as well as community. Hill walking, 

horse riding, hot air ballooning, caving, mountain biking, rock climbing, skiing, and 

skydiving are some of the types of adventure touri sm (Rowe, et aI., 2006). 

Tourism 

T 
I I 

Mass tourism (conventional, Alternative tourism 

.. stsndard, large scale tourism) . .' .• 

I I I I I 
Cultural II Educational II Scientific II Adventure I Agri-to urism 

(rural, farm, 

Nature Tourism or Ecotourism 
ranch) 

" .' ."~ 

Figure 2. J Classification of tourism into mass and alternative tourism or nature 
based tourism types. Source: Miczkowskei, J 992 cited in Wearing and Neif, 200 J) 

In Page and Dowling (2002), for instance, tourism cou ld be seen under two broad categories, 

namely conventiona l Mass Tourism and Special Interest or Alternative Touri sm. Special 

Interest or A lternative Tourism, according to these authors, is sub tourism category classified 

into natural, cultural, event, other tourism types. 
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Natura l tourism entails nature based tourism types such as adventure tourism and ecotourism, 

wh il e cultural tourism is about heritage and religious touri sm types. Event tourism is to mean 

socia l events such as sports, festival s and carnivals, where other touri sm categories include 

fa rm, ed ucational and sex tourism types (Page and Dowling, 2002). 

In identifying th e typologies of touri sm one should not overlook the unity and di stinction 

between mass tourism and ecotouri sm. In class ify ing ecotourism as the sub-sector of tourism 

numerous works have identified similarities and differences between CMT and Ecotourism. 

Some differentiate between the two by the magnitude of people they cater to wh ile others 

from the ir objectives' point of view. Rowe et ai, (2006) compared mass tourism and 

ecotourism as follows: 

Table 2. J Mass tourism and Ecotourism compared and contrasted adopted/rom Rowe et 01, 2006 

Mass Tourism 

• No Des ignation or seasonal activity 

• Active consumption activity wit hout 
rep lacement and assessment 

• Non-guided tours and no monitoring of 
loudsl acfivily 

• No information or education is given to 
the host community 0'" tourists on 
environmental practices 

• Tours without st ressing the importance of 
Ihe ell vironment 

• No just distribution of econom ic benefits 
:lRd la ck of cu ltural preservations 

• No efforts to prcscl"Ve the national identity 
of locals 

Ecotourism 

Designation and seasonal environmental 
assessment 

Resource replacement and close watch on 
preservation 

Guided tours and frequent monitoring 

Briefing campaigns and education for the host 
community and tourists on good environmental 
practices 

Tours with local gu ides who will be ed ucating 
and briefing responsib le travellers 

Tourism ga ins used 10 preserve cultural 
heritage and locals, and distributed fairly 10 the 
host community 

Efforts made to enhance and conserve the 
identity of locals 

2.1.2.1 Emergence and Development of Ecotourism 

The notion of ecotourism emerged as many c la im simultaneously In Latin America and 

Africa two or three decades back (Honey, 1999) . Today ecotourism is seen universally as a 

tool benefiting fragi le ecosystems and local communit ies. In various scholars' works (Place, 

1992 c ited in Hall and Lew, 1998; Butler, 1990 c ited in Munasinghe and McNeely, 1994; 

Rowe et a l. 2006) the cred it is given to Ceballos-Lascurian who is said to be the first to coin 
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the term in 1983, though Honey (1999) quoting experts reported the term was originated in 

Kenton Mi ller' s pioneering 1978 work on national park planning in Latin America. Miller, 

accord ing to Honey, argued in the definition of ecotourism that development must integrate 

biologica l consideration with economic, social, political factors to meet both environmental 

and human needs. It was then that the concept of"ecodevelopment" and ecotourism emerged 

and entered quickly the debate on sustainable development (Honey, 1999; Page and Dowling 

2002) . Ceballos-Lascurian, however, is identified in numerous writers ' works (West and 

Carrier, 2004; Spence ley, 2003; Page and Dowling, 2002) as one of the writers who 

popularized ecotourism. He defined ecotourism as: 

... tourism that consists in traveling to relatively undisturbed or 

uncontaminated natural areas with the specific objective of studying admiring, 

the scenery and its wild plants and animals, as well as any existing cultural 

manifestations (both past and present) found in these areas, In these terms, 

nature-oriented tourism implies a scientific, aesthetic or philosophical 

approach to travel ... The main point is that the person who practices 

ecotourism has the opportunity of immersing himselflherself in nature in a 

manner generally not available in the urban environment. (Ceballos­

Lascurain, 1998 cited in Page and Dowling, 2002) 

Similarly others defined ecotourism as "travel for the discovery of and learning about wild 

natural environment" (Stone, 2002). In their definitions some distingui sh ecotourism from 

nature-based tourism type in that the former shou ld be small-scale tourism with limited 

negative impact, whereas the later is not defined by scale but rather by its focus on nature. 

Some call it "the tourism of the future" from the point of view of that much hope and 

optimism is put on ecotourism to bring great social, environmental and economic changes 

related to other touri sm types (Heher, 2003). Butler, 1990 (cited in Munasinghe and 

McNeely, 1994) mentions ecotourism as re lated to terms such as "nature oriented tourism", 

"green tourism", "alternative tourism", "adventure tourism", "rural tourism", and even "anti 

touri sm". However, he proved later none of these can replace nor could be catchy term as 

ecotourism is. Accord ing to Butler (1990) to finally appear with more comprehensive 

definitions the term has to first bear rather narrower meanings such as "travel to enjoy and 

appreciate nature" , "green or "responsib le tourism", any recreational activity in natural 

surroundings" (Rowe et al. (2006) . 
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As it is the case in the rest of sub sectors of tourism, ecotourism has a c lose and shaping 

relation with the natural, soc io-cultural and economic realm of places (Meethan, 2001; 

Harrison 200 1). Rowe, et a l (2006) elaborated diagrammatically (Figure 2.2) the role and 

interrelati onsh ip ecotourism has with the economy, socio-cu lture and the environment. 

Economically 

Viable 

Environmentally Friendly 

Social and Cultural Responsibility 

Figure 2.2 a graphical model of linkage ecotourism has with 
economic. environmental and socio-cultural aspects. (Source: 

Rowe et al .. 2006) 

A similar meaning offered by Wearing and Neil (2001), suggests that ecotouri sm shou ld 

include four important components to be full y understood. These include ecotourism is as 

travel from one locati on to another should be a travel to undisturbed or protected natural area. 

Secondly, an activity of tourism to be considered ecotourism it needs to be nature-based tour. 

Activities such as-business travel, travel to cities, conventional beach holidays and sporting 

hol idays cannot be cons idered as ecotouri sm. Because these types of activities fail to focus 

on an experience based on natural environment of the area visited. Third component that sets 

rightly the definition of the term according to these authors is that it should be a conservation­

led by nature. As ecotourism has emerged as a result of increasing global concern for 

disappearing ecosystems and cultures from the impact of conventional tourism ecotourism 

with the notion of conservation should be contributing to a sustainable future of the visited 

locality. The fourth idea is that ecotou rism has an educative role. In ecotourism activities of 

a great emphasis is placed on "nature appreciation, education and interpretation through the 

explanation of inter-re lationship of natural phenomena" (Wearing and Neil , 2001). 

A succinct definit ion provided by The Ecotourism soc iety as mentioned in Honey (1999) 

"ecotourism is a responsible travel/a natural areas that conserves the environment and 
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improves the well-being of local people" (italics added). In each definitions of the term what 

seems to be consistent is that that the emphasis on the travel to natural places. In many 

instances however, ecotouri sm is increas ingly defined to include aspects of resource 

conservation and the improvement of local host community (Page and Dowling, 2002). For 

this study, however, the spec ific definition given above by The Ecotouri sm Society is 

adopted. 

Such nature based tourism is promoted and favored by environmentalists who have become 

cautious of the impacts of mass tou ri sm on destination areas (Youell, 1998), Ecotouri sm, as 

Place, (1992, cited in Hall and Lew, 1998) puts it, is a 'win-win' development strategy, for it 

addresses both sides of development-environment and the need for development of loca l 

("rural") population. It integrates development with biod iversi ty (Honey, 1999). Hence, the 

following illustration of ecotourism may provide clearer meaning to the term. 

" . One alternative proposed as means to link economic incentives with 

natural resources preservation is the promotion of nature tourism. 

With increased tourism to parks, reserves and isolated natural 

sceneries, which are often located in rural areas, the populations 

surrounding the protected areas can find employment though small­

scale tourism enterprises. Greater levels of natural tourism can also 

have a substantial economic multiplier effect for the rest of the 

country. Therefore, tourism to protected areas demonstrates the value 

of natural resources to tourists, rural populations, park managers, 

government offiCials and tour operators. 

(Place, 1992 cited in Hall and Lew, 1998) 

In line with the above assertion it has been stated that ecotouri sm, most di st ingu ishably from 

conventional tourism sectors, is a principle bound tourism and travel activity which the 

visitors and loca l communiti es need to observe. As Rowe, et aI., (2006) point out those who 

are implementing and participating in ecotourism activities expected to adhere to the eight 

often mentioned ecotourism princip les. These include: 

• Min imize impact 

• Build environmental and cultural awareness and respect 

• Provide positive experiences for both vi sitors and hosts 
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• Provide direct financial benefits for conservation 

• Provide financia l benefits and empowerment for local peop le 

• Raise sensitivity to host countries' political, envi ronmental and social 
cl imate 

• Support international human rights and labor agreements. 

Ecotourism as one of the approaches of sustainable tourism aims at careful management of 

att ractive but highly fragile environment (Bramwell and Sharman 1994, cited in Hall and 

Richards, 2000). Hence, such approach is called sustainable development through 

development-led tourism where the primary concern is given to the maintenance of high 

quality environmental! cu ltural resources simultaneously ensuring the fu ll benefit of the 

locality from the industry. 

In this regard Himberg (2006), summarizes the characteristics of ecotourism as its focuses are 

eco-acti vities, cultural experiences, rural experiences, and involves natural element, 

minimum env ironmental impact and cultural sensitivity. She farther identifies ecotourists 

themse lves as soft and hard ectouri sts based on their motivation, att itudes and behavior. 

Hard ecofollrisfs are those tourists characterized by their deep biocentric and commitment to 

envi ronmenta l issues. Such ecotouri sts have deep interaction with the natu ral environment 

and bel ief in one's activities in enhancing the resource base of the loca lity. They do not care 

or like whether or not fancy on-site services are fulfilled and like to travel in small group. 

Soft ecotollrisfs on the other hand are those group of touri sts identified mainly as having 

anthropocentri c attitude. This group's commitment to environmental issues and desire to 

engage with the nature is not as deep as that of hard ecotourists. For such ectourists 

ecotourism is only one component of mUlti-purpose trip and they do not mind traveling in 

large group and prefer being supported by accommodat ions such as eating fac ilities and 

parking lots (Himberg, 2006). 

2.1.3 Contribution of Tourism to Development 

Tourism's recognition as the new form of industri al revolution III many countri es may 

underline the im portant role this economic sector is playing in development. As a smokeless 

industry tourism provides service sector employment, revenue and the multiplier effect to the 

rest of sectors of the economy. Youell (1998) points to tourism as being the major contributor 
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to global economic development. Between 1984 and 1994 receipts from international touri sm 

have achieved growth rates in excess of exports of commercial services and merchandise 

exports. Revenues from international tourism grew by 12% wh il e from the remaining sectors 

increased only by less than 10% WTO data also indicates that there were rapid sustained 

tourist arrivals and receipts over the last 40 or so years (WTO, 2008). That is why an 

increasing number of countries in the world are relying heavily on receipts from tourism for 

their economic and soc ial wel lbeing. According to page and Dowling (2002), tourism is 

applauded for its abili ty to develop and transform a given region including a country in to a 

completely different setting. 

Rowe et al. (2006) summarized socio-economic impact of tourism as both positive and 

negative. The presence and development of tourism in a given place or a country resu lts in 

the positive effects such as increased income, increased employment, improved infrastructure 

and multiplier effect. Income increases as the sector brings in much needed foreign capital to 

LDCs. The income that flows in as a result of tourism contribl;tes to the balance of payment, 

aid economic development, and increases revenue from tax and broadens the business base 

for the commercial providers. Increased employment is what countries forge for and what 

tourism is capable of providing since the sector encourages sma ll and medium sized 

emprises creating direct and indirect job opportun ities. With the introduction of tourism it is 

eminent that new transport facilities principally airports and roads) adequate water supplies 

and the provision of power and telecommunication will be realized. Also tourists spend 

money in the host places which usually circulates with in the local economy supporting the 

existence as well as expansion of various small and medium businesses (WTO, 2008, Rowe 

et ai, 2006). 

The harmful economic effects of tourism can be expressed in terms of increased li ving costs 

in the host places with price rises simply because of wealthier foreign visitors who can afford 

to pay more than local residents for products and services. Local property and land prices 

may also increase after tourism development as they become too expensive to local buyers 

since with tourism financially better investors are ushered in. Moreover, it resu lts in the 

decline of traditional employment opportun iti es as investments shifts from the traditional 

industries such as agriculture and fishing to tourism. The seasonality of employment in 

tourism leaves the local labor force vu lnerable to a never improving living condition (Rowe 

et aI., 2006) . 
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Moreover, touri sm due to several reasons can be taken as a remedy to economic 

development, particularly of Least Developed Countries. Tourism is seen as the fastest track 

to development for poor countries, regions, towns and cities (Novelli et aI., 2006). Countries 

such as Ethiopia can accrue unprecedented benefits from this sector because tourism is a kind 

of economic activity that the products of the sector are consumed at the point of production. 

Such feature of the industry makes the tourist to travel to destination and spend his/her 

money there, by way of which opportunities of earning income through selling goods and 

services directly to visitors or benefits form informal sector created as a result introduction 

of tourism will be presented to the local dwellers. Tourism as it is highly labor intensive and 

hardly requires trained manpower. LDCs where large population remains unemployed can 

provide a wide a range of employment for women and young people. Tourism depends on 

laying down infrastructure to destination areas the sector ensures poor communities, to 

benefit from transport and communication, water supply and sanitation, public security, and 

health services. 

In LDCs where there is abundant virgin culture, art, music, natural landscapes, wildlife and 

suitable climate tourism not only provides the local poor with comparative advantage in 

terms of material benefit but also with cultural pride as well as awareness of the natural 

environment (UNTWO, 2005). In this regard Cater (1996) describes that tourism can offer 

local communities essentially economic diversification, moving away form an over-reliance 

on agriculture and towards the generation of alternative formal and informal off-farm 

employment opportunities which can complement and supplement the agricultural sector. At 

times when agricultural production level is hit by natural calamities such as rainfall failure or 

by artificial forces such as market fluctuations which will result in a severe repercussion 

effect on the monoculture economy tourism could be a chief alternative source of 

employment and income. Increase in rural income through tourism sale would mean that 

other basic needs of that community such as survival, good health for work and school, and 

dignity are met. 

Tourism, as it has been elaborated in several literatures (Cater, 1996; Wearing and Neil, 

2000; Cooper 2005; Himberg, 2006) can also act as a catalyst in the economy and the locality 

as when it provides the finance needed for the improvement of essential services such as 

clean water, sanitation and improved transportation infrastructure not withstanding the 

incentives it offer for improved educational and skill levels, and greater participation decision 

making. 
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Contrary to this view, however, Novelli et al. (2006) write that in (mass) tourism 

development local communities take little or not part in decision making process. Where 

communities have not or little say in the development of their local ity then it means that 

decision and programs are over centralized to defY people's interest (Cater, 1996). Thus, the 

contribution or outcome of touri sm can be broken down and measured in terms of variolls 

aspects such as tourism's receipts, contribution to export, contribution to GDP and 

employment level (Cater, 1996). 

Whatever recognition is given to tourism as a vehicle of development for the underdeveloped 

areas of the world the sector is not left without question as how it really contributes to local 

development. As explained thoroughly in Sharpley and Telfer (2005) and others though 

tourism was initially equated essentia lly with development. Because a belief was shard 

among scholars who adhere to modernization paradigm that tourism increases foreign 

exchange, employment and tourist expenditures generated a large multiplier effect 

stimulating local economy. However, in time, the benefits tourism can accrue were 

questioned by scholars as it is accused of lower mUltiplier effect and high leve l of leakages. 

2.1.4. Effects of Tourism 

Although tourism as an economic activity hailed for the benefits it provides in the national , 

regional as well as global economy, with much sceptical views of course, the sector faces 

numerous challenges specific to it. Obviously variation can be pointed out from country to 

country in terms of the type, magnitude, and temporal dimension of the challenges depending 

on policy framework, institutional, socio- political economy of each nation, however several 

similar challenges that tourism faces universally could be indentified. Such challenges 

emerge form the growing concern lent to environment and its susta inability, failure of the 

sector to stimulate nations' economy as much as hoped for, and from industry specific 

situation (Telfer, 2005 cited in Sharpley and Telfer, 2005). Industry specific issues like lack 

of marketing tourism products, lack of sufficient investment in tourism, high consumptive 

behaviour of the industry on slowly recovering resource bases which ignites stiff antagonism 

from conservationists and under capitalization of the touri sm sector by several developing 

countries are few of them. Moreover, heavy taxation mechanisms, lack of investment 

incentives, no or little attention to the sector by governments, the ever increasing competition 

of the sector with other economic activities such as agriculture and mining for resources puts 

the industry at less bargaining position for its expansion and development (Davidson, 2007) . 
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Ghosh (2005) pointed out that the demands for tourism faces conflict with the demands for 

agriculture as both stiffly compete for physical space and resources resulting in conflict over 

land use. As compared to agriculture tourism s a new comer often seen as an intruder and yet 

exerts so much competition for space with other economic sectors such as farm and forestry 

which have been the sole users of the land and resources. If tourism is to grow, more land has 

to be devoted to it. The most visible problem with tourism specifically with conventional 

touri sm is that it affects hard the rural environment. Tourist cars and buses create congestion 

on the roads as well as at sites. Tourists themselves damage crops and flora and leave liter 

behind. The negative impact oftollrism on host environment remains the major hindrance for 

the scaled up economic exploitation of the sector as these negative impacts attract 

environmentalist group and conservationists. 

Tourism is also known for its seasonality to a considerable extent (Ghosh, 2005). The 

seasonality nature of touri sm causes a wasteful uses of resources on one hand and seasonal 

employment of human power on the other hand. Moreover tourism has the tendency to inject 

unnecessary attitude among the host community. As it the case in many developing countries 

tourism creates a dependency syndrome among the host community resulting in neglecting 

their traditional activities such as agriculture as they wait on tourists. This in turn has lead to 

a growing concern among policy makers whether or not to promote the rapid and 

uncontrolled growth of tourism (Foster, 1985; Hall and Boyd, 2005; Ghosh, 2005) 

Some sectors of touri sm such as adventure tourism or ecotourism will face the challenge that 

they always have to attract for new customers as the old ones do not want to return to the site 

due to the fact that they want to move on to the next challenge and/destination (Telfer, 2005 

cited in Sharpley and Telfer, 2005). 

2.1.4.1 Effects of ecotourism on livelihoods of local community 

Around the world, ecotourism has been hailed as a panacea; a way to fund conservation and 

scientific research, protect fragile and pristine ecosystem, benefit rural communities, promote 

development in poor countries, regions and localities, enhance ecological and cultural 

sensitivity, install environmental awareness, satisfy and educate the discriminating tourists, 

and there is claim by some that ecotourism even build world peace (Honey, 1999). 

Ecotourism is viewed by many national and local governments as a mechani sm to aid the 

regeneration of their ailing economies and to stimulate economic development (Page and 

Dowling, 2002).One of the common goals of ecotourism, any where, besides ensuring the 
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conservation of pristine natural resource, is generation of economic benefit such as income 

and jobs for localities (Lindberg, 1996). 

Ecotourism is expected to playa significant role in increasing jobs in remote regions that 

usually have been benefiting less from the general economic development programs. In such 

areas ecotourism is believed to bring along income generating activ ities through entrance 

fees, accommodation and food charges, direct sales to tourists etc. (UNTWO, 2002). Where 

ecotourism is undertaking the fees from hosting guests are distributed among the community, 

the members of the community get chance of being recruited and trained to work at the eco­

lodges, as well as the development of a number of small businesses that supply both tourists 

and tour operators with products, crafts and items cou ld be encouraged. 

As indicated by Watkin et aI. , (2002) the favorab le effects of ecotourism on the live lihoods of 

local community can be summarized as the creation of sustainable long term income as a 

result of which the livelihood of indigenous community cou ld improve and diversified. In 

rural and areas previously with limited alternative economic activity the creation of few jobs 

and minimal income generation could mean a big difference (Tisdell, 1997) . 

Empowerment of the host community in ecotourism decision making process is one other 

aspect of the benefits ecotourism can assure (Barkin, 1996). Usually local communities' lack 

of power, inability to influence decisions and lack of access to can lead them to resist the 

introduction then the very existence of projects, such as mass tourism, that intend to improve 

their livelihoods. Ecotourism deemed by many as key to such kind of bottle neck of 

development (Heher, 2003). Ecotourism, for its own success as well as the benefit of the 

public, needs to ensure the direct participation of peasant in indigenous communities. This 

on one hand enables the rura l community to have their own say on the type and nature of jobs 

they expect from ecotourism which they compel increase their income and improve their 

living standards. On the other hand when the rural poor is given the chance and access to 

resources are more likely than other groups to engage in direct actions to protect and improve 

the env ironment where by they create and sustain a durable productive base for the industry 

and themselves (Barkin, 1996; Tisdell, 1997; Cvetich, 2007) . 

Studies have proved that ecotourism has provided to the host communities alternative 

economic bases (Place cited in Hall and Lew, 1998), for example reported that in Costa Rica 

the introduction and success of ecotourism in the Kuna Indians of Panama community 

provided them with diversified livelihoods. Taking lessons from this community many more 
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fo r example, the monopoly of benefits earned by male elements excluding women could have 

an adversarial effect on the livelihoods of the host community as far as ecotourism is 

concerned (Watkin, et aI. , 2002; Wondifraw, 2007). Moreover employment in tourism 

activity in general is often seasona l, part-time, and also involves migrant workers depriving 

the local community form benefit from the sector (Meethan, 2001). 

2.1.4.2 The Environmental Effects of Ecotourism 

Tourism, as several other economic activit ies, is a highly environment dependent activi ty. Be 

it natural or man-made, with out an appealing environment tourism may be none existent 

industry. Youell ( 1998) , described tourism and environment as are tightly linked, when by 

'environment ' he meant that is the ' physical setting with in which touri st activity takes place ' 

such as lake environment, coastal resorts, mountain ranges, hi storic cities, etc. In this 

discussion also 'environment' means the natural physical settings with in which tourism of 

any kind in genera l, and ecotouri sm activi ty in particular takes place. 

Table 2.2 The Positive and Negative Effects that 
tourism can have 011 natural environment 

Positive Negative 

I I r -,----.--------.----
I 
! Improved assets Traffic congestion 

I r----··--·---------- ------ ---.---------
! Landscaping Erosion of natural resources 

I 
r~:scr~a-t-io-n------ '- P- O-II-u-ti-on- o- r ~-ir-a-n-~ w: -te-r-h-·tt-e-r -a·-n-d-n-o-is-e--

! r-------------r----------------
i 
, Regeneration 

I Building Regulations 

I 

So"rce: Rowe et 31. (2006) 

Panoramic view damage 

Destruction of wild life and breeding 

patterns 
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The profound dependence of tourism on environment has, therefore, exposed the later to 

several folds of both negative and positive effects (Hall and Lew, 1998). The conventional 

touri sm, un like ecotourism, is accused of leaving beh ind its considerab le env ironmental 

damage. Especially the dramatic growth of international tourism after the Second World War 

has brought with it a detrimental effect on environment of destination areas (Youell, 1998). 

Environmental impacts of touri sm as Rowe, et a I. , (2006) put it are both negative as well as 

positive ones. It is believed th at the ' money and im petus' which touri sm brings to an area 

can help it to restore and maintain its environment. Whereas the pressure that tourism brings 

in unca lled for impacts on of the loca l environment is an immense one. As such they have 

listed the following some of negative and pos it ive impacts of tourism on environment (Table 

2.2). 

Desp ite some pro-environmental effects of tourism are reported, touri sm, specifically mass 

tourism is reported as having immense negative environmental effect (Youell, 1998). He 

points out these effects cou ld occur at macro and micro level. The macro to mean 

transcending national and regional boundaries, while micro is to mean since the fact that 

tourism is consumed at point where it is produced it essentially has negative marks on 

destination areas. As a result its negative effects could be on short supply of water in the 

locality, the wearing away of physical features such as river banks, lake shores, mountain 

passes, so il and vegetations by tou ri sts. Al so effects on water quality such as pollution of 

lakes, river, canals, on wi ldlife habitat as ecological destruction results in from the over lise 

of tourists, and effects on landscape as a result of litter disposal which could be both an 

'eyesore' and potential health risk and air pollution. 

Such heavy environmental impairment by tourism could be partly due to the lack of planned 

management of the activity and partl y due to tourist populations overflow or overuse (Youe ll , 

1998; Hall and Lew, 1998; Hall and Richards, 2007; Rowe, et ai, 2006). Ecotourism as an 

antic ipated remedy to the negative effects of conventional touri sm has come into picture 

during 1980s was in response to the destruction of nationa l ecosystems and degradation of the 

environment in the center caused by ind ustria l and urban development on one hand, and the 

search fo r alternative economic break though which was due to stagnant or declining 

commod ity prices in the periphery on the other hand. Where as in other scholars' work it has 

been argued aga inst ecotourism in that it is nothin g but new marketing approach to the 

conventiona l touri sm (Page and Dowling, 2002). 
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As with any development, there are always some positive as well as negative effects of 

ecotourism. The env ironmental benefits result from the fact that an ecotourism development 

strives to have minimal impact on the habitat (Watkin, et aI. , 2002). 

Since the utmost concern about the host ecology is taken by the visitors, guides, communities 

and other stakeholders the degree of the protection the environment receives through 

ecotourism is high (Rowe et a I., 2006). It is described that participants in ecotouri sm should 

adhere to the environment and cares they should take, but a lso the hosts are obliged to 

provide with the necessary information about their place. In such a way visitors are made 

part of the natural environment and are not causing any di sturbance to the wildlife or to any 

valuable local resource. They just watch and appreciate the bounty and diversity of nature. 

The most popular form of accommodation in ecotourism, eco-Iodge is designed and built in 

such a way that it is environmentally friendly. It can easily be removed, without trace or 

damage to the environment. Generally in ecotourism natural inland environments and habitats 

such as bushes, rivers, forest, mountains, wetlands, lakes, islands, desert place can be 

successfully preserved (Page and Dowling, 2002). 

Literatures reveal that ecotourism is not a panacea to environmental problems caused by 

mainstream touri sm. Honey (1999) declared that a lthough ecotouri sm, which is viewed as a 

"green" travel is aggressively marketed as a "win-win" so lution for the Third World nations, 

close examinations on the environment, the tourist and the trave l industry shows a much 

more complex reali ty. Ecotourism itself fail s to address the concern over natural resource 

preservation, though it is supposed and capable of realizing environmental conservation than 

conventional tourism (Kiss, 2004) . 

Further more; ecotourism by its nature is based on the foundation of high level of local 

popu lation involvement in areas of conservation of the natural resources (Cater, 1996). Local 

communities as the care takers of the environment (Wearing and Neil, 200 I; Page and 

Dowling, 2002), who have preserved and prospectively preserve the local resource have 

detrimental role. The contlict, however, arises when the loca l population sees no genuine 

interest in the maintenance of the designated area for protection, i.e. unmet economic 

expectation of local population from ecotourism would result in ari se of contlict between 

local people and the ecotouri sm site (Cater, 1996; Watkin et a I. , 2002). In the absence of 

something that directly benefits local community infringements such as poaching, illegal 

grazin g, c learing forest for farm land and fire wood co llection will emerge. Holden (cited in 
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Sharpely and Telfer, 2005) strengthens thi s assertion po inting out that unless strict 

government control is placed on the development of ecotouri sm in a locality there will no be 

any reasons to assume that ecotourism can be any di ffe rent from other forms of touri sm in 

terms of the benefi ts it accrues to the resource as we ll as comm unity. The rational for thi s is 

that government has the necessary resource at its disposal to ensure the protection of the 

environment, though there is fear that it will lim it the ability of the loca lity to capitalize on its 

resources. 

Accord ing to Cater (1996), local community differ from the rest of stakeholders in 

ecotourism in that their time perspective is longer in terms of conserving the natural and 

socio-cultural resource base as compared to outside entrepreneurs who are concerned with 

early profits, More importantly as people realize ecotouri sm is benefiting their living standard 

their support for conservation of their local resource is expected to increase. 

As the demand for ecotourism that has been grow ing strongly (Tisdell, 1997) the activi ty is 

plac ing and immense pressure on the existing sites, threaten ing their ecologica l sustainability. 

With more and arri va l of ecotourists there is an increased potential di sturbance on the habitat 

and species (Watkin, et a I. , 2002). 

In Eselenki Amboseli ecosystem (in Kenya), for example, a study shows that the inability of 

ecotourism activ ity to answer resource need of the locality lead to intensified conflict over 

water use by li vestock and wil dli fe (Ogutu, 2002). The incompatible uses of land around the 

ecotouri sm site for example for acti viti es like agriculture, industry, mining and urbanization, 

inappropriate tourist development and infrastructure, number of tourists exceeding the 

carrying capacity of the sites have adverse effects on envi ronment (T isdell, 1997). Findings 

of Himberg (2006) in her study of Community Based Ecotourism as a Sustainable 

Development Option in the Taita Hill s, in Kenya, backs this fact. She reported the emergence 

of negative challenges as a resul t of ecotourism; which include: urbanization of the rural 

ecotourism site, loss of community fee l ing and customs and values, waste, traffi c and 

po llution, drastically increased land prices, unemployment during the low season, and 

increas ing social problems are some of them. 

2.1.5 Gender and Ecotourism 

The issue of gender as related to ecotourism may pull on, different, weaves of concepts. It 

may not be as simple as it is viewed to establish the relationship between gender and the 

activ ity of ecotourism. As ecotourism is co ined for eco and tourism im plyi ng aspects of 
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ecology and developmental activity underpinning it, which are broad areas of concern by 

themselves, so is the link between gender and ecotourism stretching far beyond the apparent 

terms. Basically gender issue can be related to both tourism as an activity and to eco as 

environment. It will be of paramount importance therefore to examine gender from the point 

of view relationship it has with the environment and tourism as development activity, 

although a coherent and systematic overview of relationship between gender and touri sm is 

difficult to establish (Wall and Norris in Cooper, 2005). Seeing from environment 

perspective, writers point out that there is heterogeneous interrelationship between women, 

the environment and development. Sachs in Bock and Shortall (2006) for example identifies 

five perspectives from which women are viewed: 

• Victims of development and environmental degradation; 

• Responsible for the destruction of the environment; 

• Protectors of the environment; 

• In harmony with nature; 

• Managers ifnatural resources. 

When it comes to tourism and gender relation as has already pointed out it is no easy to draw 

line of relationship between the two. However, this does not mean that no framework is there 

to examine their connection. Wall and Norris in Cooper (2005) have adopted a framework, 

which is not fully developed one according to the authors, from Kinnaird and Hall formulated 

during 1996. This framework states that I) Activities and processes involved in tourism are 

constructed out of gendered society, consequently, the masculine and feminine identities are 

articulated by both host and guest societies affecting the interaction should exist between the 

two. 2) Gender relations are grafted by the experiences of all societies. As a result, economic, 

social, cultural, political and environmental aspects of touri sm-related activities interact with 

the changing nature of gender relationship each individual society. 3) Tourism involves 

power relations between groups of people from nations to households and, as such, revolves 

around social interactions and articulations of motivations, desires, traditions and perceptions, 

all of which are gendered. Here the emphasis is the role of women in tourism in general both 

as guest and host. This study however, is concerned with the aspect whether or not tourism in 

general, ecotouri sl1l in particular allows equal opportunity to both male and female among 

host community. 
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The primary objective of ecotourism is to change the wellbei ng of rural people targeting 

those disadvantage section of the society, a particular community in general and women in 

parti cular, through provid ing non-farm occupation such as ecotouri sm since fa rming in highly 

vulnerable env ironment is no more a viable employment. If ecotouri sm is launched at a given 

locality to retain than resolve wealth differences ex isting among the community and gender 

then its viability is remains in question. If it still keeps women in a disadvantaged position 

when the activity is re li ant on the common property of the society, natural resource, it is 

unjust deve lopment accompli shment. The effol1s of such developmental activity not onl y 

should reach majority of the rural poor but reach them in manner it enable extricate 

themse lves out of poverty. Among the rural poor therefore, women stand in the front position 

in any measurement. As result any ecotourism scheme need to make the benefit of women its 

first priority. 

In order to appreciate the impact tourism in general and of ecotourism in particular on 

equitable benefit as well as employment between male and female population of a given 

local ity it is important to assess the traditional roles of men and women within a society. This 

implies the examination of issues such as the traditional and tourism specific role of men and 

women. 

Women, as it is the case in numerous economic sectors, are also relegated in tourism to thc 

margins of decision making and the benefits of tourism in genera l and ecotourism in 

parti cu lar. Th is treatment as Timothy, 2003 (cited in Sharpley and Telfer 2005) described to 

have its root in the socio-politica l traditions of the society, where power structure for most is 

patriarchal, operating at the exclusion of women. Shortfall, 2003 (cited in Bock and Shortall 

2006) described that the negotiation of gender roles in rural farm household are shaped by 

differences in cap ital and economic resources, cu ltural practices and the weight of tradition 

attached to the activities. These factors restrict women's access to various resources. Their 

nature of access for instance to property, land, genetic resources and water rights will 

continue to shape women's lives, and the short and long term sustainability of the 

environment (Sachs, 2005 cited in Bock and Shrotall, 2006). 
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2.2 Tourism in Ethiopia 

2.2.1 History 

Ethiopia is a land of plentiful remarkable and magnificent tourism attractions. The 

exceptional combination of historical, cultural, and natu ral attractions marks the country as a 

unique tourist destination in the region (Ethiop ian Tourist News Letter, 1998). The country, 

although less bestowed with a lluring wi ldli fe that vie with that of Kenya or Tanzania, attracts 

especiall y those informed about its affl uent history, astounding historica l monuments and 

shrines, and its re ligious and cu ltura l diversity (Schwenk, 2002). Despite the countries 

bountiful attractions tourism was taken as a serious business by governm ent onl y recently 

during 1960s under imperia l government (Yusuf, 2002). In fact records attest that travels, if 

not in present forms of touri sm, had been taking place in Ethiopia since ancient times. 

According to Ayalew (2009) exp lorers, miss ionaries, navigators, merchants, hu nting 

expedi tioners, and royal ambassadors had been engaged in tourism-like travelling activi ties in 

Ethiopia since 3000 B.C. During those times the surplus of agriculture helped not on ly 

foreigners (such as Egyptians, the Greece, Romans and Arabs) but also local res idents to 

travel with in and out side of Ethiopia. 

2.2.2 Contribution to the national economy 

In developing countries, including Eth iopia, touri sm is often viewed by policy makers and 

economists as route to macro- economic growth, by the private sector as a commercial 

activity, and by conservation ists as an e lement of sustainable use of resources (Ashely, 2000). 

[n more general terms, however, Ethiopia has never yet harnessed the potential benefit from 

the sector. Accordi ng to Theodros in Walia (2004-05), the country's inability of exp lo iting 

economic returns from the sector is attr ibutab le to: 

• No due attention is given to Small and Medium Sized Tourism and Trave l 
Enterprises (SMSTTEs) includ ing ecotourism as the top list of country's 
development 

• Lack of proper incentives such as land acquisition, bank loans, and tax holiday and 
capac ity bu ild ing in itiatives and 

• Lack of export promotion agency that is designed to promote and fac ili tate 
effectively exports such products and services, since most products and services of 
ecotourism are export oriented. 
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Although tourism contributes a good deal to the economy but not rece ived the deserved 

recognition (Theodros, 2004-05; Emran, 2007). The country has been receiv ing and 

increasing number of touri st arrivals year after yea r partly due to the fact that the country's 

recogn ition as one of touri st destination places has recently been improved. For many visitors 

who discovered the bio-physical and cul tural diversity only very recently Ethiopia is 

"unexpected surprise" (C&TM, 2003) . From 2001-2006 for instance the number of 

international tourists visited Ethiop ia has jumped from 17, 216 to 227, 398 (Aya lew, 2009). 

Of course this number is not composed of tourists who travel for leisure purpose as those who 

had been travell ing for business, conference, visiting relatives and on transit have been 

accounted for with those on vocation in the country. 

Ethiopia's receipt from these international visi tors has been on an increasing trend, in fact has 

doub led; growing from US$33 million to US$ 135 million between year 1998 and 2005, as 

has been reported in the same author's work UNWTO (2008) reported on its part that 

currently Ethiopia is infusing more than US$ I77 mill ion to its economy from the sector. 

According to Yusuf (2002), tourism is expected to support the country's econom ic 

development endeavours. He further noted that through boozed foreign exchange currencies, 

and the expansion of services in the air line and other sectors as a result of more and more 

tourist arrivals imply the areas where tourism can enhance deve lopment efforts . Domesti c 

tourism also is believed to elevate the income level of the country's citizen for it plays a 

red istributive role. It encourages investment in tourist facilities in areas of maj or attraction as 

these are spread through out the country. In creating small and medium enterprises such as 

inns, restaurants and handicraft shops for individuals, family un its and cooperat ives. Tourism, 

as the user of products and services of other sectors such as that of agriculture, manufacturing 

industry, transport and banking, has also the potential to create lin kage and foster 

interdependence with other sectors. 

According to Aya lew (2009) the direct contribution of tourism sector to the country's Gross 

Domestic Product is about 4 percent. Tourism is growi ng a rate of 10% currently though its 

prospective growth rate is estimated to be more than double of its present status (C&TM, 

2003). If the sector's induced contribution is taken into account its share in the economy of 

the nation wou ld have been larger, even could come second in rank next to agricu lture 

accord ing to some opinions. 
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It is hardly viable to assess the contribution and effect of ecotourism separately from the main 

stream tourism in Ethiopia. The relatively very recent start of ecotourism in the country, the 

first of its kind being the start ofBishangari ecotourism around Lake Langano in 2001, makes 

the review of ecotourism premature. On the other hand it will not be easy task to clearly 

detach ecotourism from the standard tourism and see its outcomes since at this earlier stage it 

is possible to observe both operated mixed up. Nonetheless, case studies, here and there have 

attempted to report both livelihood and environmental consequences of ecotourism. A study 

conducted in Bishangari private eco-Iodge for instance indicated that it has generated for 39 

individuals a direct employment oPPoltunity, contributed to government over 119,653.69 birr 

both from income tax and value added taxes during 2002-2003 period (C&TM, 2003). 

Similar outcome was reported in Community Based Ecotourism in Adaba- Dodola protected 

forest area, in Ethiopia (Wondifraw, 2007). Though the concept of ecotourism is a relatively 

new phenomenon to Ethiopia which makes it difficult to talk about the effects of the sector, 

since Ethiopian Tourism Commission has incorporated only recently the promotion of 

ecotourism in its second five-year development program (Theodros in Walia, 2004-5), 

Wondifraw (2007) has managed to find out that ecotourism has created more and better paid 

employment opportunity and generated income, empowerment of community members 

through integrating them into tourism business. 

2.3. Conceptual framework 

2.3.1 Framework for Analysing Ecotourism Effects 

Ecotourism in developing countries often widely promoted and adopted as a strategy for 

balancing goals of regional growth, disadvantaged community development and resource 

protection. Stone (2002) and Page and Dowling (2002) these summarized benefits have 

elaborated ecotourism as a kind of sub industry of tourism complements/diversifies the 

economic base, creates social benefits and infrastructure expansion and improvement, 

generates funds for the management and conservation of natural areas, provide economic 

justification for the protection of natural resources, foster environmental awareness/values 

and support for conservation, among both local residents and tourists. Moreover, ecotourism 

is frequently associated with its ability to promote not only natural area conservation but with 

cu ltural preservation in the host community and its ability to provide high quality tourism 

experiences (Stone 2002; Page and Dowling 2002; Cooper2006). In ecotourism's a win-win 
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principle, therefore, there should not be a part in the three-way relationsh ip between local 

community- environment- touri sm business that can not be benefiting. 

Environmenta l Advocacy 

Educational Values 

Socio-economic benefit 
Revenue for Protection 

Inter-cultural Advocacy 
_~. __ -J 

~cotourlsm~ 

Figure 2.3 Framework for conceptualizing and analysing the effects of 
ecotourism. (Source: Stone. 2002) 

Despite the fact that easily enumerable positive views held in connection with ecotourism thi s 

sub-sector of touri sm has the potential to affect negatively the environment as we ll as the host 

population. This in turn becomes a foundation to question whether or not ecotourism is any 

different from the conventiona l types of touri sm: whether or not it lives up to the expectation 

of its promoters in sustaining a balanced relationship between ecotourism as business or 

industry, resources, people and development at large (Lindberg, 1991: Hall and Boyd, 2006, 

Cater, 1996; Page and Dowling 2002). Increasingly, as Stone (2002) put it, at sites where 

ecotourism is promoted and manifested one is compe lled to ask if the espoused benefits are 

being realized. What have the socioeconomic, cultural and environmental effects of 

ecotourism been? Thus the viability of ecotourism should be weighed by analysing all the 

three pillars of ecotourism in combination. 

The difficulty, however, is that the lack of practical assessment method that cou ld be utilized 

across in the analysis of the sector since its impacts are highly destination specific (Ross and 

Wall in Stone 2002) . Page and Dow ling (2002) on thei r part acknowledge this difficu lty as a 

33 



fa ilure to establish an appropriate baseline on which to measure the ex isting and future 

changes induced by touri sm. Th is, they attribute partially to, the difficulty of precise ly 

iso lating the cause and effect in relation to touri sm which is not continuous in time (due to its 

seasonality) and space (for tourism activity tends to concentrate in certa in locations). So they 

conclude that the complex interaction of tourism with built and physical environment make it 

virtually imposs ible to model or measure its effects (Page and Dowling, 2002). 

This does not mean that ecotourism cannot be assessed at all. In Stone's (2002) work few 

frameworks are discussed within which ecotourism could be appraised. One of the 

frameworks is the framework of empowerment, which evaluates ecotourism based on signs 

of economic, psychological, social and political empowerment. There is also the framework 

that assesses the effect of tourism in terms of local control, ownership and deci sion making. 

Of these the useful framework that enables us to analyse the effect of ecotourism in a 

particular site is the one wh ich is based on the synergistic relationshi p between natural areas, 

local population and tourism (Stone, 2002). The conceptual IT-amework presented in figure 

2.3 is the summary of the model, (the synergic relationship of which is illustrated in Table 

2.3). The three components of the framework; local community, biodiversity or resources, 

and ecotourism affect each other in way that one induces effect in a ll the other components. 

Ideally ecotourism ensures resource by directly providing funds for protection. Through its 

pos itive socio-economic effects on local communities it also encourages residents to promote 

wise resource utilizati on with the necessary care for it. People wi ll not on ly become aware 

themse lves about the significance of local resources but demand from the visitors to 

contribute in every possible manner to its preservati on. Conversely any intended or 

unintended injurious end result of either local community or tou rism on the environment will 

ultimately impose its penalty on the other. 

The effect of ecotourism should, therefore, be weighed from the perspective of meeting these 

espoused conceptual objectives. The involvemen t of a ll stakeholders including the state with 

its policy instruments, investors, and non-governmental actors' role also needs to be assessed 

in contributing to the viability of the ecotourism project. In thi s regard the framework fail s to 

provide ways of analysing the role of investors and, civil societies, and non-governmental 

organ izations except it has entailed institutions and pol icies. Here are the indicators. 
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Table 2.3 Illustration of a synergic relationship between Natural resource, Communities, 

and Ecotourism. 

Relationship Between Potential indicators 

l. Communities • Degree of dependence on resources 

• Loca l attitude towards conservation 

and Resources • Extent of local participation in conservation 

• Presence of integrated use of zones 

• Local benefits from resource use 

• Nature of relationship between loeli is and the ccotourism 

staff 

• Number of locals employed in tourism-re lated jobs 
2. Community • Number of tourism relaled ent repreneurs 

• Loca l altitudes towards tourism's impact and tourists 
and ecotourism • Local health and education leve ls 

• Quality of roads. transport and other infrastructure 

• Nature of loca l-tourist interaction and opportunities 

• Entrance fcc charged 

• Tourism revenues contribut ion to conservat ion 
3. Resources and Ecotourism • Tourist support for conservalion (Iransformative value) 

Source: Adopted from Stone, 2002 

Since this model can offer a methodical framework to see the effect of current ecotourism 

operation in considering the livelihood and environmental aspects of ecotourism development 

the framework is most sui ted to the objective of the proposed research, has therefore been 

adopted for the purposes of this study. 

35 



Chapter Three 

Description of the study area and Methodology 

In this secti on of the paper two topics are discussed in as much detail as possible. The nature 

of the study area under consideration its location and extent, physical features and natural 

resource characteristics, and the soc io-economic situations are being given a due treatment. In 

the second part the methodology employed in the study is discussed separately. 

3.1 Description of the study area 

3.1.1 Location and extent 

The study area is known as Haro Wonchi to mean Lake Wonchi in the loca l language. Haro 

Wonchi is located in Wonchi wereda of South West Shewa Zone, Oromia Regional State. 

Haro Wenchi form s its own kebele (the lower political adm inistrative unit). Thi s locali ty is 

located to the North of zonal capital Woliso, and wereda capita l Chitu, right on the 

Woliso- Ambo road (Map 3. 1). It extends from 8° 46 ' to 8° 49' north latitude and from 37° 

50' to 37° 55' east longitude. The place is situated at 150 km. from Addis Ababa both along 

ambo route and Woli so route, as both routes have almost eq ual distance. Haro Wonchi 

Kebele is bounded by three woredas and four kebeles that are found with in the same wereda. 

The bounding weredas are Ambo wereda (from West Showa Zone) in the North, Dendi 

Wereda (from West Showa zone) in the North-East and Ameya Wereda (of South Western 

Showa zone) in the South-West. From the same wereda the neighbouring kebeles include 

Odo Fura in the West, Chebo Senselet and Woldo Telfem in the South and Azer in East. The 

size of the kebele is 2900 hectares. 

3,1.2 Physical Features and Natural Resources of the Haro Wonchi 

Haro Wonchi kebele is characterized by land forms of steeply slope (mainly in and around 

the crater), undulating and plain (mai nly outside the crater and around Haro town). The 

altitude ranges from 2800 m.a.s.1 (at the lake) to 3300 m.a. s. 1. (the highest point of the ream 

that surrounds the lake). Its climate is entire ly Dega (temperate). The lake and the mountain 

are the resu lt of occurrence of volcanism during Tertiary and Quaternary age (Schwenk, 

2002). The steep slope and the undulating terrain is one of the major causes of all the 

hardships the residents or the kebele have always been facing. Problems such as erosion (both 

water and wind erosion is common in the area), d ifficu lty to supply agricu ltura l inputs, 
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difficulty of receiving health, police and administrative services, problem of intra and inter 

kebe le communication are attr ibuted to the extremely unfavourable land form. The difficulty 

is more serious to the population living down with in the crater. 

Of the 2900 hectares of the size area of the kebele about 458 hectare is covered by the lake. 

Lake Wonchi is found in deep gorge and surrounded by steeply slopping landscape. The lake 

has a small island on which an old Orthodox (monastery) is found. There are several 

peninsulas. Peop le li ve forming villages on these peninsulas and around the lake on the foot 

of the escarpments. 

As Wonchi does not have its own weather station usually the climatic condition of the place 

is reported from the nearest stations of Ambo and Woli so. With regard to this data and 

bearing in mind the change in temperature (decrease) and rainfa ll (increase) with an 

increasing altitude, the following weather patterns are reported. The rainy season reaches its 

highest point during the months of July/August, while the lowest precipitations are measured 

from November to January. According to Wonchi wereda Agriculture and Rural 

Development Office annual rain in thi s locality reaches higher than Woliso 's rain fall which 

is 1203.5 mm/year on average. 

Corresponding to the annual rain fa ll pattern, the lowest temperature is in the months of 

October, November and December i.e, when the dry season reaches its peak time and cloud 

coverage is at its minimum. During thi s period frost is common which affects highly en set 

crop. These climatic factors are the main constraints to agricultural productivity in the 

locality. 

Flora- The other natural beauty of the crater besides its lake is the landscape and the 

vegetation cover. The landscape is characterized by steep ly sloping land feature that 

surrounds the lake. The vegetation cover is relatively good though there is an alarming 

deforestation activity is going on during th is research was conducted. The vegetation of the 

area is dominated by bushy shrubs (mainly Erica, Asta in Amharic, qamaxxee in Afaan 

Oromoo) covering a lmost all the wall s of the crater. 
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This shrub helps the fragi le soil protected from erosion as we ll as vertical land slide along the 

steeply slope as its roots hold on the particles of the soil. The south Western side of the lake. 

known locally as Qibaatee. is covered with natural forest. which is estimated to occupy. 

according to wereda agriculture office. an area of 256.6 hectare of land. It was learned that 

the private investor was granted 60 hectares of this forest land by the local governmental 

authority. although it has been difficult to establish which palt of the forest. These and other 

indigenous tree species (see tab le 3.1 and 3.2) are near extinction and deserve to be protected. 

Other than indigenous tree species there is large number of exogenous tree types introduced 

to this locality. the clearance of which for different purposes is at an alarming rate. The 

following are some of the exogenous tree types found with in Haro WOllchi area: 

*Eucalyptus globules * Cuprissus Lustanica 

* Acacia melanoxylon • Acacia Decurens 

* Gravilea robusta * Casurina Euisetifalia 

* Sesbania 

Table 3.1 The major indigenous tree types of Haroo Wonchi With local names and local usage. 

Scicntific name Local Names 

Amharic Local usage of the tree 
Afaan Oromo 

Junipcl"Ous YUO" Gaatiraa Timber, firewood, (IS building material for local house and 

procccra ~ .. ~. Habashaa household f urniture 

Hagcnia YI'" 'I~: Heexoo Timber, firwood, as building material f or local hOlls and 

Abyssinica household furniture, particularly its commercial imporlance is 

makes it the fil'st victim a/cutting. 

Olea Africana (Jl~tr Ejersa Timberm animal f eed, firw ood, medicinal value. household 

furniture elc. 

l'odocnrpus 11"/1) Birbirsa Timber, firw ood, as building material for local hOllse and 

Ifactus household furniture 

Erylhrina I·cor Walecnsuu Timber, firewood, as building material for local house and 

brucei householdJurnilure 

Al'undianaria yr . .:> Lecmmana As building materialjor hOllses. householdfurnitllre, anima/feed 

Alpina "'Ch" 

Source: Field survey, March. 2009 
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Fauna- The forest is also home to different faunas. The most common wild animals in the 

area include herbivores such as water bucks (Minilik Dukkula) and antelope, from the 

carnivorous spec ies only some limited number of scavenging canine family animals such as 

common fox, hyena, wild cat, and porcupine are found in the area. The common arboreal 

mammals also Colobos monkey, blue monkey/ape, baboon are common with rodents such as 

rat, giant mole rat and squirrel. Seven types of birds are repOlted as living in this locality. 

Some visiting birds were also observed following the introduction of fish to the area whose 

frequency of appearance has decreased following the diminishing fish recently. 

Table 3.2 The Shrub vegetation of the locality with local names and local usage. 

Scientific name Local Name Local Usage Type 
Amharic Araan Dromo 

Erica Arboria '}llfll Qamaxxee Mainly jor firewood, 'he nearest lOllS Ambo and WOUSD 

are supplied/rom/his locality 

Pittosporum - Solee 

viridifloriom 

Albizia Gummifcra - Muka Arbsa UI/kllown 

Macsa Lanceolata Abbayyii Animal Feed 

Myrsine Africana 'I'a.)""] Qacamaa For HOllse buildillg Particulariy for roofs 

Rhamullus Prinoidcs '11i Geeshoo For local alcoltol brewing, is lite sOllrce illcome for mallY 

households. 

Rubus sleuded h'I~6 Goraa Hunlllllfeed (lit times wilen its/mit Is rip) 

Rosa Hinqooxxoo 

Carrisa edulis 0..':.''' Agamsa Hilmalljeed (its/mit) and Allinwl Feet/ing,firewood 

Entada Abyssin incu ,I"11'C Arangamaa Allimal feeding am/firewood 

Rhus natalens is - DaboobessalZaacxessaa Anima/feeding source offirewood 

Source: Field Survey, March, 2009 

Another natural resource hidden in this natural forest to be the reason of attraction to mostly 

local visitors is the presence of hot springs and mineral water that have multiple purposes. 

The hot spring and the mineral water are believed by the local people to have medicinal 

value. The hot springs of the area believed by many to cure skin diseases, sicknesses that are 

caught from cold, and of bone jo int pains. People that have these kinds of health problems 

bath in the natural hot water by sinking themselves for longer hours. Cure seeking people 

come from long distance, from as far as Ambo, Woli so, and Ameya. The other spring is 

which the local people call "Ambo Water". This spring tests the same as the commercial 

Ambo mineral water. People drink this water to get relived form internal problems, main ly 

gastro-intestinal related sicknesses. The third most important spring is Hora, a water type that 

has a medicinal value for animals is also found in thi s area. Severa l springs with salty test 
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bubble here and there attract ing owners of cattle fro m near by and distance places bringing 

their ani mals once or twice as an annua l ri te. Castle drinker the salty water or eat the mud. 

The song cattle herders sing the ceremony they observe and the herd gathered every year 

could be an attraction by itself. On the other observe and the herd gathered every year could 

be an attraction by itself. On the other hand large number of cattle herd droved up and down 

the escarpment added to the a lready increasing touri st arriva l that usually travel by vehicle is 

becoming and eminent threat to the fragile environment of the place. They case gullies a long 

the access road which has been graded by the Oromia Rural Roads Authority. 

Soil-the type of soil of Haro Wonchi could be described as Andosol so il, according to the 

wereda Agriculture and Rural Development offi ce. Andosol (lnceptisols) so il types are 

usually found under forests in mountainous regions. They are found on ly in volcanic ash 

under humid cond itions, but are not agriculturally very important (Rai , 1997). The 

predominant characteristic this type of soil is that it is a shallow soil with an impeded 

drainage system. It is "a moist dega so il" according to the wereda office. The soil particles 

are so light that they are easi ly carried disintegrate and carried away be different forces such 

as human feet, animal hoofs, wind and water. However, thi s type of so il is relatively a fert ile 

soil. 

3.1.3 Demographic characteristics 

Different data show different account of the loca l population. Information obtained from the 

health extension office of the kebe le, who claims it has conducted a house to house census; 

the total population of the kebele is 566 1, with family size of 6.5. in each household. The 

population is dominated as the section of the population under 15 accounts for 53.7% 

followed by 36.2% of popu lation between the ages of 15 to 49 years . According to the office 

there are 981 households. Of these 172 are female headed house holds. 

Population growth with the ex istence of highly limited farm land in the area of Haro Wonch i 

kebele environment is under high population pressure. 

3.1.4 Socio-economic features and land use system 

Socio-culture-the socio-cu lture of the locali ty is highl y shaped by reli gion. Majority of the 

residents of the kebele are followers of orthodox Christianity, although some of the dwell ers 

of the South West and Western villages are followers of protestant religion those living in the 

crater area are predominant ly Orthodox Christians on which they have formed a strong soc ial 
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bond and th eir economic life as has been learned form the kebele DA office there are 12 days 

a month that people regard as a holiday due to their strong devotion to orthodox Chri stianity. 

During these days people do not engage in economic activities such as ploughing or digg ing 

their fa rm land. They rather engage in marketing. Social gathering such as reconci liation 

activiti es, homestead constructi on and other minor activiti es permitted in the re ligion. 

Economic situation-agriculture is the main stay of the populat ion mi xed fanneing crop 

production and livestock husbandry are the major sources of livelihood, and farmers involve 

other non-farm and off-farm economic activiti es to supplement the meagre income they earn 

from agriculture. The a rea rece ives bimodal rainfall; Meher, the main rainy season from June 

to August, and Belg, the small rainy season that is from the month of February to April. The 

main and only crops grown in thi s area are bare ly and en set. 

Unlike many parts of the country fanners in th is locali ty do not have diversified production 

system . The ir production system is limited to these two main crops, mainly, because of the 

Dega or temperate nature of the cl imate. The other major lim iting factor is shortage of land. It 

seems that the two crops each have formed their own agro-ecologica l zones in the kebele for 

en set grows to a larger extent in the low lying areas of the crater, while barely is grown more 

in places outside of th e crater. During field observation the cultivation of crops the likes of 

potatoes, homestead vegetables such as cabbage and onion, peas and beans have been 

identified . 

People in thi s loca lity practice shifting cultivation on the steeply sloping terrain and loose so il 

susceptible to dis integration. This practice is causing soil erosion of highest degree, the 

sediments of which is filling up the lake. The diminishing so il ferti lity that goes hand in hand 

with the increas ing loss of soil farmers have to adapt their system of shifting culti vation and 

must prolong th e length of following period up to seven years on some of the steep slopes 

(Schwenk,2002 ). 

Land Use-Land is the property of the state as it has been stipulated in the constitution of the 

state. Like in other parts of th e country, farmers have the right to use the land themselves or 

rent in to other. No land distribution ahs ever made since it was last di stributed by the 

Dergue, except the in fo rmal land transfer made through kinship. 

There are fi ve types of land use systems observed in the area . These in clude: farmland, 

graz in g land, water bod ies, forest and shrub land and other (settlement, degraded areas, roads, 
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rocky landscapes, etc.). Larger proportion of the land in the kebele is occupied by forest and 

shrubs (3S%), whi le land under crop production is the second largest (20%). Also a 

significant portion of the kebele area is covered by water bodies ( IS%), mainly, Wonchi 

Crater Lake with 28 or so springs found in the kebele. 

Illfrastructllre- There are various government and social institution in the kebele. Theses 

include: two primary school s, hea lth post, a weekly market that gathers on Monday, service 

cooperative, kebele adm inistration office, four grinding mill s, found orthodox Christian 

churches and one protestant Christian church, telecommunication serv ice office, development 

agent (DA) office, Farmers' Training Centre (FTC), Wonchi Ecotourism Association 

(WETA) office, a lodge owned by a loca l investor, loca l drink (areke and tela) houses, 

shops/kiosks, water point for potable water supply. Most of these service structures are 

concentrated with in and around the small Haro town. The locality has road access that serves 

both durin g dry and rainy season. The road is 26km. from Ambo, while from Woliso it is 

38km. down to the lake there is a lso Skm. road built. 

In terms of settlement patterns there are thirteen Gots (villages) used sub kebele 

adm inistrative units. Eight of the gots are found with in the crater while the remaining five 

are found in the area lying out side of the rim of the crater. Some of the gots in the crater are 

very remote and can on ly be reached by boat. On land they can on Iy be reached on foot ur by 

horse, but it is a long way to travel 

3.2 Research Methodology 

3.2.1 Research Design 

This study as it appears to be an exploratory approach on one hand and attempts to catch the 

measurable livelihood and environmental effects it has been designed to apply the combined 

qualitative and quantitative approaches. Qualitative analysis was deemed most appropriate 

given that the research sets to explore the existing relationship between the three faces of 

tourism business- ecotourism, env ironment and the we ll being of loca l residents. Indeed, 

qualitative approaches have a hi story of wider app licati on in travel and tourism researches 

(Stone, 2002). Interviews, observations focus group d iscussions are in fact the main vehicles 

of acquiring qualitati ve data. In light of the emphasis placed on community and local 

environmenta l effects a delicate field visit to where ecotourism services are delivered, farms, 

forest stands, campsites, villages and residents have been vi sited by the researcher. 
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[n order to examine thoroughly the effects of ecotouri sm on househo ld living condition as 

well as on natural resources quantitative approach is employed. Of course without the 

application of quantitative analysis the presentation and interpretation of interview results 

would have been meaningless . 

3.2.2 Study Area Selection and Sampling Procedure 

3.2.2.1 Study area selection 

In assess ing the effect of ecotourism researcher did not have much choices of ecotouri sm 

sites in Ethiopia to pick one from. Only few areas like Langano, Sodare, Haro Wonchi, and 

Abiyata and Shala Lakes are known as ecotourism sites (Ministry of Culture and Tourism, 

2009). From these sites since the title of this study is about close ly looking into the good and 

bad effects of ecotourism both on local communities and environment Langano, Sodare, and 

Abyata and Shala are left out for the very reason local population's nature of settlement is far 

removed from the sites. After a thorough discussion with lodge owners, governm ent officials 

of different tiers, and knowledgeable personalities, it was believed that Haro Wonchi site 

allows conducting closer analysis since there is so much interaction with local community 

much better than the rest of sites. In Haro Wonchi because it is the residents who are 

respons ible for running touri sm business and environmental protection the site is chosen as 

topic of the study's best fit. 

3.2.3 Population and Sampling Procedure 

3.2.3.1 Population 

The study was undertaken in Haro Wonchi kebele of Wonchi wereda, South Wetern Shoa 

zone . The kebele's health extension department 's a door to door census report of2008 shows 

that the kebele is divided in to twelve rural and one town Gals (vill ages) which have a total 

population of 5661. The populati on has 981 house holds from which 172 HHs are headed by 

female house ho ld heads. 

3.2.3.2 Sample frame and Design 

The sampling frame used is list of househo lds recorded as tax payers in the kebele 

admin istration office. To make it possible the assessment of HHs that are ecotourism 

members and non-members a stratifi ed sampling procedure is app lied. After HH heads are 

enli sted alphabet ica lly sample HHs are se lected using systematic random sampling technique. 
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3.2.3.3 Sample Size 
Sample size for thi s study is establi shed uSing statistical method so that just ifiab le 

representative s ize of sample is included. The total sample size is decided on using the 

fo llowing formula (Dagnew, 2006 c ited in Yimam, 2008). 

Where: no- is the desired sample size 
z- is 95% confidence limit i.e. 1.96 

p- is 0. 1 (proportion of the population to be included in the sample, i.e. 10%) 

q- is I-p, i.e., 1-0.1 = 0.90 

d- is margin of error or degree of accuracy desired usually at 0.05 

Accordingly the method came up with a sample size of 138. Again maintaining the 

proportionality of ecotourism beneficiaries to non-beneficiaries, wh ich 20% of the total 

sample about 28 sample size for WET A members and 110 f.')r non-WET A members were 

determined. However, a valid sample size of 122 households, of which 97 from non-members 

and 25 from members, was entered in the analysis from all thirteen (gots) villages in the 

kebele. From the remaining sample some turned out to be invalid because of the required 

variables were missed by enumerators during data collection and it was difficult to get 

farmers second time out of their busy schedule. Other sample HH heads could not be found 

because of their elongated absence from home. Moreover, five of Focus Group Discuss ions 

(FGD) conducted which included 7-11 members each. Three of the FGDs performed among 

male HH heads, one among female HH heads and the other was among youth group. The 

main reason for this was that as researcher was advised by both DA and Health Extension 

workers to ensure the unreserved participation and view of female HH heads and youth group 

in thi s hi ghly male dominated community it was deemed necessary to conduct FGDs by 

isolating groups. Nevertheless, participants were se lected with the help of DA and Health 

extension workers. 

3.2.4 Data source and collection 
The central purpose of this study is to assess the current status of ecotourism, env ironment 

and local communi ty relationship. Therefore, in order to see the existing link between 

ecotourism as an industry, environment and local community as the manager and beneficiary 

of the activity it required obtaining inputs from various stakeholders. As such a site level data 
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collection is conducted to gather information on li ve lihood benefits obtained, community 

perception of th e activity and site management. 

To fulfil th is obj ective the study has used both primary and secondary sources of data at the 

site as well as off the site. In the category of primary sources the study has targeted mai nly 

members of community residents wh ich were given the opportunity of participating through 

semi structured interviews. Pre test of the instrument has been carried out in the study area on 

fe w randomly selected households prior to their applicati on. Moreover, inputs from kebe le 

and wereda officials, Wonchi ecotourism association's operators, and to some extent tourists 

and loca l business owners' were sought in order to acquire specific details and to get an 

insight into the current tourism, loca l resource and community interactions. 

The ma in tools of data co llection employed in this study are semi-structured interview, focus 

group di scussion, interview with key informants, and own extensive field observation. 

Selected sample househo ld heads are enquired by a pre hand prepared questionnaire. Key 

informants interviewed include officials at different tiers, members of community including 

knowledgeable e lder persons, adults, youth, women, high schoo l students, and management 

of WETA. Officia ls from Oromia Culture and Tourism Bureau, South West Shoa Zone 

admin istration, Wonch i wereda administration office and wereda Natural resources 

preservation and protection division, wereda Associations Orga ni zi ng and Promotion office, 

and Haro Wonchi kebele admini stration office were al so enquired . Observing HH li ving 

conditions, social and economic interactions, visitors' actions and movements with 

accommodations they receive, the state of natural resources such as the lake, forest, and soil 

conditi ons was prudently and purposefully conducted in the light of the objectives of the 

study. 

To complement the interview process various secondary sources are also used in thi s study. 

Different touri sm related in general and ecotourism related documents in particu lar have been 

co llected and used in the study. Wherever deemed appropriate information obtai ned from 

kebele, WET A office, wereda, zone, regional and culture and tourism bureau to federa l 

mini sterial office level was used to support (triangulate) interview findings. 

Data has been gathered with the he lp of enumerators em ployed from the area. Five people 

who know best the area and have skill of research have been given tra ini ngs fro m on the 

application instruments of data gathering. Accord ingly deployed in th il1een vi llages of the 
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kebele w ith c lose superv ision of the researcher all the necessary information has been 

collected from the pre identified sources. 

3.2.5 Methods of Data Analysis 

Although some in situ ana lys is of data was conducted in order to identify miss ing information 

and ensure the comprehensiveness of gathered data, majority of data analys is is carried out 

after returning to Addis Ababa. The ana lysis and interpretation of much of qualitative data 

was started in the fi e ld where it required weigh ing all inputs against the observed reality in 

the ground. Analysis of data involved reviewing and interpreting interview responses in li ght 

of the defined research objective, and ecotourism analysis indicators outlined. Thus loca l 

res idents ' responses a re categorized, counted (quant ified), and analysed. The study employed 

for the analysis SPSS software where organized data is entered and analysed. 

3.2.6 Ethical Considerations 

In an effort to minimize personal and methodolog ica l biases, triangulation- looking at 

research question and responses from multiple perspectives and sources of data- is used 

where ever poss ible. Triangu lation has been proposed as means for improving the cred ibility 

(how trustworthy are findings?), dependabi li ty (whether research results are reproducible), 

and objectivity (how neutral are the research methods?) of study findings (Decrop, 1999). Of 

the four triangu lation types identified by the author- data, method, investigator and 

theoretical, an effort has been made to address the first two types. In terms of data 

triangulation- the use of variety of data sources- both primary and secondary sources of 

information are used. Primary sou rces included observations and interviews, and were 

complemented by a variety of secondary information, including academic literature, official 

documents, promotional materia ls both published and unpubli shed media. In terms of method 

triangu lation thi s study has employed co ll ection of documentary evidences, observation 

(including site, interviewees and HHs), semi-structured interviews, causal conversations and 

quantitative interpretations of interview results. 
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Chapter Four 

Results and Discussion 

This secti on has six important parts through whi ch the find ings and di scussions of the study 

are presented. In the socio-economic section the socio-demographic issues like age, sex, 

family size education, etc. and economic characteristics of the respondent HH are discussed. 

In the second sub section the inception and deve lopment of Wonchi ecotourism is accounted 

for. Findings about ecotourism's livelihood contributions (both HH income and livelihood 

diversifi cation effects) are explained in the third sub section fo ll owed by the discussion about 

setbacks ecotourism has faced in Wonchi . In the fifth sub section effects of ecotouri sm on the 

environment including respondents view on the state of loca l natural resource is presented. In 

the final section issue related to the gaps identified about the role of local government are 

addressed . 

4.1 The Socio-Economic Characteristics of Respondents 

The age and sex, re ligion, ethn icity, li teracy rate, and fa mily size etc. of the sample 

households markedly tell the characteristics of population in the study area. The average for 

the entire sample HH is 39.8 years. As regards the age compos ition of the household heads 

85.2% fal l below the age of 50 years, where 92.7% of respondents ' age is between 2 1-60 

years implying that the sample household heads approached belong to the economically 

acti ve age group. Household heads below the age of 20 and above the age of 61 account for 

2.5% and 4. I % respect ively. Seeing across the vill ages in the kebele the 4.5% younger age 

(less than 30 years of age) household heads seem to be found in Kella, a village near the gate 

to Wonchi ecotouri sm site. Vill ages that could be considered relative ly the farthest from 

ecotouri sm site ' s gate such as Yabata and Taqarat show the absence of both younger (below 

the age of 30) and older (above 7 1) ages. Of all age groups those between 31-40 years of age, 

which constitute 40.2% of sample households, are distributed in all villages except for 

Achazer. 

The gender characteri stics of the respondents is predominantly male (89.3%), with 10 .7% of 

female respondents. This male-female disparity becomes apparentl y more significant when 

comparison between the groups is considered; i.e. two females in WETA and II in non­

WET A are interv iewed from the 25 and out of97 respectively. 
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Family size ranges from I to 16 persons in a household with an average of 5.8 persons. 

Households with more than three persons comprise 96% of the respondents though three 

families reported to have eleven or more members. 

As to the literacy rate of the sample population 31.1 % of the populations happens to never 

have the opportunity to go to schoo l while close to 10% of them has reached high school 

level. The remaining 59% has an education from 1-8 grades (see Table 4.1) . 

Table 4.1 Socia-demographic features of the respondents 
House hold WETA Non-WETA Total 
characteristics Frequency Percent Frequency Percent 

Category Age: 
<20 I 4 2 2.5 3(2.5) 

2 1 to 30 9 36 12 12.4 21(17.2) 
3 1 to 40 10 40 39 40.2 49(40.2) 
41 to 50 4 16 27 27.8 31(25.4) 
51 to 60 I 4 12 12.4 13(10.7) 
61 to 70 0 0 4 4.1 4(3.3) 

71 and above 0 0 I I 1(0.8) 
Sex: 

Male 23 92 86 88.66 109(89) 
Female 2 8 11 11.3 13 (11) 

Family size: 
< 3 6 24 8 8.2 14(11.5) 

4 to 6 12 48 52 53.6 60(49.2) 
7 to 9 5 20 32 33 37(30.3) 

10 to 12 I 4 4 4.1 5(4.1) 
13 to 16 I 4 I I 2(1.~ 

Religion: 
Orthodox 24 96 90 92.4 114(93.4) 

Protestant I 4 7 7.2 8(6.5)_ 
Literacy rate: 

lIIiterate I 4 36 37.1 37(30.3) 
I to 8'" 
grade 19 76 54 55.6 73(59.8) 

Above 8 5 20 7 7.2 12(9.8) 
Livestock (TLU) 74.1 17.7 344.4 82.3 418.5 

Source: FIeld survey, March, 2009 
*Notc: TLU= Tropical Livestock Unit using conversion ractor: I Cattle = 1.0, calf=O.5, lsheep=O.J ,l 

Horse =0.67, I donkey=0.65, 1 goat=O.I, and 1 poultry=0.005 (Dangew, 2006) 
ATLU=3.55 IivestocklHH for non-WETA, and 3.43 IivestocklHH for the entire sample 

Out of the 122 households interviewed in two groups, WET A members (25) and non-WET A 

members (97) all be long to single ethnic group-namely Oromo. In terms of sample HH's 

reli gion they almost reflect homogeneity. Orthodox constitutes 93.4% of the respondents 
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while Protestants are about 6.6%. Other religions such as Islam and Catholic Christians were 

not reported at all . 

As to the economy ofHH there is reliance predominantly on agriculture where the major crop 

fanning are enset and barely with few limited an imal rearing activity. Fanning is carried in 

the study area by human labour (hoe farming) instead of using draught animal power. 

Consequently almost all except those few fanners who have access to plain farm field, where 

draught animals are used, land ti lling is perfonned by human labour (see Plate 4.1) as 

opposed to farmers in the surrounding kebeles in the wereda, zone and the region. This, 

though is the effect itself of limited farm land size, influences in turn the size of farmland a 

HH has to till and then the agricultural production and income from the sector. A family has 

to tie up itse lf to a daadaa, a group of men which digs fannland in turn for members, as it is 

called locally, to prepare at least as much land as available for sawing season. 

Plate 4.1 Human Labour farmland digging is the dominant land preparation 

technique. Photograph by researcherl MarchI 2009 Haro Won chi. 

Farm land size possession ranges 0.0 hectare to 2.9 hectares with an average of 1 hectare 

(SD~O.4 hectare) for WETA members and 1.2 hectare (SD~0 . 75 hectare) for non-members 

(National average crop area is 1.12 hectare, CSA, 2008). About 80% of the respondents 

possess less than or equal to 1.5 hectare of farm land and 8.2% own more than two hectares of 
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land wh il e 5% are landless residents (see Table 4.2). The landless respondents include town 

dwelling women and youth group who recently made families of their own. 

Households attempt to rear livestock on such small holdings. Half of the respondents own 

more than five cattle while 11 .5% have no domestic animals in their holdings. The 

composition of livestock is usually a cow or two cows, two-four sheep, a horse to ride, and a 

donkey per household. Animals are allowed to roam in the field. Lack of grazing land is a 

constraint to li vestock production. About 15% of the sample households have enough access 

to grazing land in the area. For the rest of respondents the extremely steep slope is a 

hindrance to get as much grazing fi eld as needed. 

Table 4.2 The size offarm lal/d each household owns iI/hectares 

Farmland Frequency Percent C umuhltive Male Fema le WETA Non-WETA 
size/ hectares Percent 

0.00 6 4.9 4.9 4(3.7) 2115.4) 2(8.0) 4(4.1) 

0.38 9 7.4 12.3 9(8.3) 0(0.0) 3(1 2) 6(6.2) 

0.65 19 15.6 27.9 15(13.8) 4(30.8) 6(24) 13(3.4) 

0.88 26 21.3 49.2 25(22.9) 1(7.7) 3(12) 23(23.7) 

1.1 3 23 18.9 68.1 22(20.2) 1(7.7) 6(24) 17(17.5} 

1.38 II II 79. 1 10(9.20) 1(7.7) 2(8.0) 9(9.3) 

1.63 10 8.2 87.1 9(8.3) 1(7.7) 1(4.0) 9(9.3) 

1.88 7 5.7 93 7(6.4) 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 7(7.2) 

2.13 5 4.1 97.1 3(2.8) 2(15.4) 2(8,0) !(3.1) 

2.38 2 0.8 97 1(0.9) 1(7·71 0(0.0) 1(2.1) 

2.63 3 2.6 99.6 3(2.8) 0(0.0) O{O .IJ) 3(3.1) 

2.88 I ·0.4 100.0 1(0.9) 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 1(1.0) 

Source: Field survey, March 2009 riot. : *Figures in prentices are percentages with in 
group. Farmland size in the locality is expressed by sangaa, i.c. onc sallgaa= 0.25 hectare, one and half 
sangaa=O.38 hectare. 

The land less in the sample populat ion is 2.7%, whi le there are a total of 224 landless 

household heads in the communi ty . Majority of the landless in the kebele could be said that 

are a newly wed household heads. The extent of land size possession vari es greatl y between 

WETA and non-WETA members of the sample. For instance on ly two respondents 

constituting 8% of the group, from WETA members happen to possess more than 2 hectares 

of land while from non-WETA groups 16 ( 16.5%) of them have more than 2 hectares at their 

di sposa ls. Similarly of total farm land owned by the respondents only 11 .25 hectares (8.56%) 

is distributed among female headed households which constitute 10.65% of the respondents. 

Age wise also households headed by younger people who constitute 2.26% of the 
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respondents have possessed 2.4% of farmland . It is confirmed that almost 85% of the 

farmland is concentrated in the hands of household heads aged between 2 1 and 50. 

4.2. History and development of tourism in Wonchi 

The beginning of ecotourism in Wonchi 

Document and witness accounts revea l that some activity of touring had been carried out 

around Wonchi Crater Lake long before its establi shment in 2001. Attracted by the 

undisturbed and breathtaking natural parades of the area, vi sitors used to come in fewer 

numbers. The increasing arrival of tourists and the inequitable benefits drawn from the 

activity among res idents, and the croppin g up of criminal elements who threatened the safety 

of tourists lead eventually to the need of forming some kind of institution (an association in 

this case) which can give the ecotouri sm services of Wonchi a better face. OC&TB and 

Wonchi we red a administration taking the initiative have established an association of guide 

group (made of three members) and horse renters ' group (of 18 members) . 

Plate 4.2 Starling ecotourism in Wonchi areo was with multi objec tives . Photograph: 
Researcher, March, 2009 



By year 2003 with the in volvement of an international NGO (German Technical Support; 

GTZ) who stud ied the potentia ls of Wonchi Crater Lake for ecotouri sm and designed 

ecotourism project that currentl y being under implementat ion the ecotourism assoc iation was 

conceived. Through time association was expanded a little bit more to include as many 

members of the community as poss ible, as has been learned from an interview with Wonchi 

Ecotouri sm Association (WET A) office. This association later on becoming an umbre lla 

associat ion created different sub assoc iati on under it through which it was believed more 

community members will become beneficiaries of ecotourism scheme. Subsequently besides 

horse renting, boat renting, and guide group associations, handcrafts, women group, 

conservation group, fi shing group, cultural show, and plant nursery groups were formed 

under the auspices of WET A. 

The object ive of organizing women group assoc iation, handicraft associat ion, fishing, 

cultural show assoc iations on the other hand was to support members create their own job 

opportunity and direct benefits from the existing tourist market. Handcrafts' group were to 

support their livelihood by producing and marketing various souvenirs such as mat making 

and basketry. This was reported as had been carried out for few years up until year 2006. It 

fa iled to continue for various reasons which are di scussed in section 5.4 of the thesis. 

During the earlier period of formation of the association a female loca l investor from Ambo 

town was involved in horse and boat renting. This however has resul ted in conflict between 

the investor and loca l community. The local wereda and zone ad ministrati on intervened and 

stipulated some regulations as to the duty and ri ghts of both parties involved. Among the 

li sted down duties include all parties have entered into commitment to preserve natural 

resources of the area, local community members directly benefiting directly from ecotourisl1l 

activity through the formed associations shou ld contribute 8% of their income to Community 

Development Fund (CDF). However existence of such fund could not be substantiated. As to 

the right of the in vestor it has been granted with the right to construct a hotel with lodgings 

and the necessary touri st accommodation in the area. 

The beneficiary community on the other hand has been authorized with rendering a ll locally 

borne services which include coffee ceremony, loca l drinks, local tour serv ices, horse and 
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boat rent, and camping site renting. Of these during field survey there was no coffee 

ceremony and loca l drinks provided to tourists. Camp site renting is a lso an area little or no 

benefit is drawn from by loca l community. Other than their location is reported during field 

survey no information could be obtained on who benefits from campsite rent, what the rate is 

and num ber of visitors subscribed to this service up until now. 

Horse and boat renting activities seem to be the two most well utilized followed by tour 

gu ide. These are the most acti ve groups of ten sub associations formed with in WET A in 

terms of invo lvement and income generation. Currently there are 100 horse owners renting 

their animals and earn a good deal of income for their household. According to WET A office 

these members do earn from 150 to 250 birr monthly from the horse rent. Average income in 

both cases is th erefore, 200 birr per month. The main reason for income amount deviation is 

the fluctuation in number of tourists. At times when touri sts visit in larger number income 

from horse rent and boat rent tends to rise. In busy season they may provide two to three rides 

per a day. If a large group of riders is due the tour operators signal wait ing lists of horse 

owners so that enough number of horses is waiting the group on arri val. Number of tourists' 

arrival becomes fewer and fewer as the rainy months of June, July and August approach. 

During rainy months the higher a ltitude of the area attracts fogs day and night whi ch would 

hinder good sight of the scenery which is a lways the major tourist attraction . Moreover the 

cl imate becomes harsh for visitors as the temperature drops below zero degrees Celsius. 

Months of October and November produce a windy cool temperature making live harsh to 

residents let alone tourists who are sensitive to climate. As a result of these factors larger 

number of visitors' arrival is reported to be in months between December and May. Least 

visitors are in months of June, July and August. 

Patterns a/tourist flow and income generated 

Records show that the number of tourists interested in this loca lities nature tour has been on 

increase since the inception of the project. This site is believed to be visited by not more than 

30000 peop le all in a ll up until now (see Table 4.3). This is mainly due to the fact that the late 

introduction of the site as one of tourist destinations. Before the launch of Wonchi 

Ecotouri sm un der the control of loca l community the annual figure for vis itors is estimated 

less than 3000 persons. Foll owing the estab li shment of WETA and its recogn ition by 

government the site received unprecedented publi city after wh ich Wonchi is seen as an 

alternative touri st destination in the country. As a result for instance during the year 2004-

55 



2005 more than 5000 persons have vis ited it showing 77% of increase from the prev ious 

year's arrivals. Hence the conservative estimate for the previous year's visitors' number 

could have resulted in such an exaggerated increase. In the next season the fi gure rose above 

6000 peop le with 15 .3% increase. Nevertheless number of tourists coming to Wonchi 

continued to increase during 2005-2006 by a ri se of 15% from the preceding season. During 

year 2006-2007 however the increase was subdued, 6.89% for barely discernib le reason. This 

fi gure, however, jumped in the next season by 40.56% during which more than 9200 (the 

highest ever visited) touri sts were believed to have vi sited Wonchi Crater Lake area. 

Table 4.3 Patterns o/tourists' flow and income generated/rom tourists 

Vear Tourist Percentage Tot.1 income (birr) Percentage 

arrivals increase increase 

Before 2004 3000* NA - -
2004-2005 5315 77. 17 95640 VA 

2005-2006 6125 15.23 125000 30.69 

2006-2007 7066 6.86 175000+84000(honey) 40.00 (107.2) 

2007-2008 9200 40.56 215000+ 100000*(honey) 22.86 (21.62) 

Total 30185 - 610640 +184000(honey) -
Source: Own Field Survey, March 2009. Note: • Shows the fi gure is an estimate . 

• Income earned from honey is de liberately shown separately as this is not a direct ecolourism service . 
• The pcn,:cIl L(I ~t:!S in prent ices show increment including income ITom honey. 
* NA= Not availab le data. 

As regards income generated from visitors it has also been increasing as of the starting year 

of WETA (Table 4.3). In the first consecuti ve seasons, 2005-2006 and 2006-2007 income 

earned had been increasing at an increasing rate 30.69% and 40% respectively. In the 

fo llowing season however the percentage increase seems to decline; the change was by 

22.86%. This is true even during the later years when income from sa le of honey was 

introduced; the ri se was by 21.62% during 2007-2008 from the preceding season (see Table 

4.3 and Figure 4.1). 

Regarding income earned from tourists what is presented here is on ly what has been recorded 

officiall y and estimations given by WETA . However, as gathered from interviews and FG 

discussions larger amount of income earned in the form of tips from visitors usuall y skips 

unaccounted for. 
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------- ----------
Figure 4.1 Tourist income and tourist flow with one 

year projection in Wonchi area 
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Source: Field Survey, March, 2009 

4.3. Effects of ecotourisrn on households' livelihoods 

4.3.1. Contribution to household income 
In predominantly agriculture dependent community (95.5% of non-WETA and 64% of 

WET A who reported farming as their major source of income) it is discovered ecotourism 

has affected positively the li ves of some HHs who are direct beneficiaries by being the 

members of the assoc iation. Nearly 20% of the kebele 's households are engaged in tourist 

serving activities from wh ich some make their living fully and others supplement their HH 

income. Horse and boat renting and gu ide services are the major touri sm related sources of 

HH income. 

Over hundred horse owners await touri sts' arrival on weekends at the gate tip on the hill from 

where journey to different attractions of the site begins down the hill and near the lake shore 

from where a return journey up the hill usually starts. The horse renters group have arranged 

their service accordingly. Fifty serve up the hill while fifty transport down the hil l. Each way 

owners charge their clients an average of 45 birr (a minimum of 30 and maximum of 60 birr). 

Boat renters using 49 wooden boats w ith two persons carrying capacity and one modern 

meta ll ic manual boat with 12 persons carrying capac ity charge 20 birr to 120 birr per person 

boarded depending on the distance they ship their c li ents. Shortest di stance to travel by boat 

is across the lake to a small island on which Kirkos monastery of Orthodox Church is 
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situated. Various pil grims as well as casual vi s itors interested in such heritage make their 

j ou rney every weekend. A round trip across wider expanse (Debir harbour-Emogile harbour­

Gergi s harbour) of the lake subj ects a c lient to a charge of 120 birr (see map 4.1). 

Percentage of HH with total annual income from 
ecotourism in birr 

>8000 

4000·6000 

2000·3000 

500·1000 

Figure 4.2 HH income from ecotollrisl1l. Source: Field survey, MarciI, 2009 

To avo id potentia l conflict over who should provide the serv ice turns have been arranged not 

only among horse renters' group members but also among boat renters and guide groups. 

Tour gui de group, which is made up of 25 ynung men also charge visitors 40 birr. Tu rns are 

strict ly observed through stipulated rules here also . If members violate turns and their actions 

are reported will transfer that day's earned income to association's account as a fine and 

loose their next turn. 

General ly households from WETA make on average 2,786.6 birr (which ranges from 500 to 

20,000 birr) with standard deviation of 4,186.4 birr from ecotourism re lated engagements 

including the sa le of honey. Three- fourth of the respondents makes no more than 2,875 birr 

annually from the sector (see Figure 4.2). Of these those engaged in more than one 

ecotourism service giving activ ity make on average of 9,320 birr than those lim ited into one 

type of service. For in stance from two households working on both guide and honey one 

earns 20,000 and the other 8,000 birr. Likewise, from other households working on horse 

renting and guide one generates 6,000 birr while the other makes 5,800 birr. The income 

WET A member HHs annuall y generate from all kinds of activities includ ing ecotourism 

ranges from 1,500 to 30,300 birr with an average income of 10,00 I birr and standard 

deviation of 8,266.6 birr (compared to the average 6,431.5 birr, SD=2,865 birr non-WETA 
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members earn) which reveal s that over half of them earn less than 7,000 birr whi le 

three- fourth of them earn less than 13,250 birr. 

Almost half (44%) of the sample HHs from WETA members have the chance of participating 

in more than one of touri st related activities. Some engaged in the combination of horse and 

boat, horse and guide, horse and honey, or in the combination of all. 

Table 4.4 Number alld killd of ecotourism associatiolls a household illvolved ill 

Frc(jucncy Percent Valid Cumulative Percent 
Percent 

HOI'se renting 6 24.0 24.0 24.0 

Boat renting 4 16.0 16.0 40.0 

Gu;dc group ) 12.0 12.0 52.0 

Honey group 1 4.0 4.0 56.0 

Horse and boat 2 8.0 8.0 64.0 

Horse and guide ) 12.0 12.0 76.0 

Associations Horse and honey 1 4.0 4.0 80.0 

Horse, boat, and guide 1 4.0 4.0 84.0 

Horse. hon ~y.! and I!uide 2 8.0 8.0 92.0 

All associations 2 8.0 8.0 100.0 

Total 25 100.0 100.0 

Source: Field survey, March, 2009 

To asses the role ecotourism driven activi ty has in HH income, in what ever type of 

ecotourism sector a HH is involved, respondents have li sted down in what they think vital in 

their livelihoods when asked to place di fferent economic activities in order of importance. 

Accordingly ecotourism is rated by some as the first, by others as second or third most 

important source of HH income. This is particularly evident where 32% reported ecotouri sm 

as the first most important source of their families' earnings, while 64% ofHHs as th e second 

most important source of income and 4% as their third important income source (sec Table 4.5). 

Of course even those subscribing to ecotourism as their first most important source of income 

never rule out the importance of farming activity in their HH 's livelihood. Of those 24% 

cons ider agricultural activities as their second most important source of famil y earnings. 

Though ecotou ri sm placed in the fi rst priority li st for these HHs' earnings, conti nued 

attachment o f HHs to farming vividly testifies that revenue from ecotourism activity a lone 

can not fulfil families' needs. 
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Table 4.5 Rallks of ecollomic activities ill order of importallce for HH illcome 

Rank assigned to activities by HH 
J" 2"" 3'· 4'" Sum of the first 

four ranks 

Farming 16 (64%) 7 (28%) 1 (4%) 0 24 

Ecotourism 8 (32%) 16(64%) 1 (4%) 0 25 

Petty trade 1(4%) 2 (8%) 4 (16%) 0 7 

Daily Labour 0 1 (4%) 2 (8%) 0 2 

Activity Others 0 0 3(12%) 1(4%) 4 

Source: Field survey, March, 2009. 

Tn other words it is too early and premature yet for ecotourism to become the single most 

commendable economic activity on wh ich any single family lean for living. It has to be 

backed by activities such as farming, dai ly labour or petty trade. That is why many of the 

respondents from WETA members itself (64%) identified farming as their first and most 

source ofHH income. Of these 60% believe ecotourism is their second most important source 

of income. 

The study has also examined the change in the HH income comparing members and non­

members. Households from both groups reported that they have experienced change of 

income for better during the last seven or so years, though it is difficult to establish strictly 

this income improvement and benefits originate from ecotourism. Nevertheless, from sample 

HHs of WET A members 96% claim that their income has improved. Given various choices 

as to what might has caused their HH income to increase 56% of them pointed out their 

engagement in different tourist services is a reason for rise of their revenue. Only 20% of this 

group of HH attach their accomplishment in income improvement to the use of agricultural 

inputs as 8% say increase in the size of farm land is the cause. The remaining proportion 

relate it other factors. 

From among non-WET A group also for 86.6% there has been an increase of income over the 

last seven years, where the remaining 13.4% reported no change in their earnings. Of those 

saying have experienced positive HH income change, 70.2% relate the change to increased 

use of agricultural input, 22.16% to reasons such as labour work, petty trade and 

diversification of farm produces such as to vegetable items, and nearly 6% claim engagement 

in some kind of none or off-farm activities. 
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Change of income is observed comparably in both groups implying that farme rs can still 

improve their earnings even without directly earning from ecotourism. One way of lookin g 

into how much ecotouri sm affected income improvement is by analysing the amount HHs 

from both groups have spent during past seven years. Thus, WETA members have spent on 

average 34,544 birr for acquisition of various goods and services during last seven years 

while non-WETA HHs spent an average of9,400.6 birr (see sub-section 5.4) . 

This fact shows that ecotourism has a significant place in a HH economy whose importance 

can not be undermined. Yes, fami lies earn a good deal of income from ecotouri sm driven 

activities but that amount earned could not prove to be a laudable force helping HH lift 

themselves to a better living condition. From field observation in several of respondents 

houses no magnified differences in life sty les between members and non-members were 

witnessed. This may be because of ecotourism is at its infancy stage yet to impose any 

meaningful livel ihood change. One fact cou ld not be denied though is that sustenance of 

fam ily li fe cou ld not be the same had not ecotourism was there. Some of the respondents 

reca ll that before their involvement in ecotouri sm ensuring HH daily meal was difficult. HHs 

used to suffer during three months of rainy season from lack of food. Now that is a ll eviated. 

From the rank order provided in Table 4.5 ecotourism becomes the first most important of all 

economic activities among the sample HH of WETA, while agriculture is the second and 

petty trade is the th ird . This tunes with the fact that ecotouri sm, though with small margin 

above farming activity, has a significant role in the livelihoods of the respondents. 

Another aspect of testing out how different the income level of WET A members respondents 

as from the rest of community members' is by examining it in relation to their farmland size 

as it is one factor to determine extent of revenue a HH can earn. Sample HHs interview has 

revealed that about 75% of them have a farm land size less than 1.75 hectare (seven sangaas). 

Accordingly the crosstab of farmland size and income shows relatively speak ing an even 

distribution. Nearly a fourth of respondents (24%) that earn less than 5000 birr annually have 

a land size not more than 1.25 hectare. About 75% of respondents earning less than 15000 

birr own farm land size less than 1. 75 hectare. With in non- WET A members on the other 

hand a little over half (53%) of respondents that earn annual income below 10,000 birr own 

fa rmland size not more than 1.25 hectare and 78% of the group who make 15,000 birr or less 

annually are those who are owning farm land size less than 1.75 hectare. In this category few 

landless HHs were reported that they can make an an nual income above 15,000 birr from 
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various non-farm activities, except ecotourism, such as from petty trade, daily labour work, 

or the combination of the two. 

Other than the farmer-tourist service providers there are also few indirect beneficiaries. The 

lodge owned by private investor has provided for seven local residents; (a waitress, a chef, a 

cashier, a manager and three guards) got employment opportunity in the lodge. They earn 

monthly salary ranging from 160-300 birr. Recent three weeks revenue records of the lodge 

reveals that it generates an average income of 8,423 .5 birr per week for the owner. 

How important is ecotourism in changing the living condition of HHs can be looked in to by 

comparing what goods and serv ices HHs from WETA and non-WETA members have 

procured during the last seven years. The list of goods and services includes cattle, 

construction of corrugated iron roofed houses, new farm tools and inputs, household 

electronic equipments and furniture, installation of telephone line, increased farmland, bought 

or got constructed a boat, opened shop, and obtained vehicle or any kind of motor. Although 

there is a policy of universally free access schooling for elementary school in the country 

HHs make payments for books, transport, food and lodgings for their children's education; 

and it is considered here. Representing all these an indicator used is the total amount of 

money HH spent to acqu ire goods and services. 

Almost all members of WET A (96%) answered that they have acquired one or more of goods 

or services. In this each HH has spent a total amount that ranges from 2,900-136,700 birr 

with the mean of 34,544 birr and standard deviation of 17,500 birr. 

Where as, 97% of sample HHs from non-WETA members reported acquiring one or two of 

goods or services. However, spent amount ranges from 500 birr to 56,000 birr with an 

average of 12,009.3 and standard deviation of 9,400.6 birr. In this category about three 

quartiles of respondents are those that have spent less than 15,475 birr for purchase of goods 

and services during last seven years. Therefore average expenditure between the two groups 

varies as WETA members have spent thrice of non-WETA members on average implicating 

that WETA members had some how more expendable cash money on their hand than non­

WETA members. 

In terms of the acquired goods and services many of WET A members tend to have built iron 

roofed houses, horses, boat, increased farm land through exchanges, got installed fixed 

telephone lines or mobile telephones (although no service coverage is there in the later case 
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some of them use wa lking to top of the rim of the crater where service comes and goes or use 

it when they come to larger towns) . The main items and services of procurement in the non­

WETA members include cows, sheep, and horses. The number of iron roofed houses built in 

this category of sample HH is limited, so is the purchase of accessories such as fixed and 

mobile telephones. 

4.3.2 Contribution to livelihood diversification 

Some ofecotourism's vivid effects in this locality that worth consideration are the emergence 

of farmers- tourist serv ice providers who are organi zed in to a cooperative society known as 

Wonchi Ecotourism Association (WETA), with 10 sub associations, being run by members 

elected from among farmers-tourist servi ce providers. With the introduction of ecotourism to 

the area means of livelihood, if not for many, but for few households seem to have been 

changed. Although Wonchi kebele administration and WET A office claim that 250 

households have been made directly beneficiary from ecotourism the researcher found out 

that exactly 194 HHs are the direct beneficiaries since some of the sample households are 

counted twice, thrice, or more because of their involvement in more than one associations. 

Ecotou rism has brought to Wonchi area community a lternative live lihood means which had 

not been experienced before . 

As table 4.4 shows HHs from the sample are engaged in variOus alternative economic 

activities that have been created by ecotourism. The previously unnoticed add itional 

economic importance of assets such as boats and horses, other than with in the family use, 

have now become important sources of family income following the launch of ecotourism. 

Prior to the start of ecotourism horses were on ly used for family members ride. In the Crater 

boats were also utili zed widely to link villages across the lake. Boats remain the only means 

of access to remote vi ll ages across the lake till to date. Such benefits may not be undermined 

as they 0 11 one hand ensure diversification of HH income sources. However compared to the 

present undeni able income opportunities created for HHs from these assets previous uses 

could be under rated . 

As it is the case cu rrently for 24% of the respondents horse renting (see Plate 4.3) has become 

new area of economic endeavour from which sustainab le income is generated. Simi larly for 

16% of sample HHs boat renting (see Plate 4.4) is turned into a new source ofHH earnings as 

has been tour guide for 12% of the respondents. Th is does not include those HHs involved in 

the combinations of two or more of these acti viti es . 
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Plate 4.3 Several H H like tllis boy's/amily (left) alld bam oWllers such 0 .5 these 
sailors (Plate 4.4) make importallt HH illcomefrom horse alld boat relltill/:. 

Tour guide is completely a novel economic undertaking in this locality for high school or 

junior secondary school graduates who are most of the time left out unemployed. From 

among 17 of the youths serving as translators and guides five are sixth graders, fi ve are 

e ighth graders, three are loth grade graduates, one of the other two is e ither 10+ 1 or 10+2, 

and the remaining two are 12th grade graduates . These are young people whose average age is 

25.5 years. Their average family size is 3.5. Tour guide is the best fit coat type of business to 

these youths since most of them seem to be endowed with the minimum skill required for 

such kind of service. These can communicate easily using their minimum English language 

skill. Relatively these are better look ing res idents, have better hygiene and behave well and 

react posit ively to strangers who seem to be lost in such remote villages. Therefore, since 

many of members of tour guide group lack fa rm land possession to till or other prospects to 

make their li ving from, members of tour guides are the most beneficia ri es of ecotourism 

dri ven acti vi ties though their d iligen tly de li vered service is not as efficient as it should have 

been (see sub-section 5.4.3). 

However, the effect on the livelihood could have more magnitude if more number of HH 

members would have been involved and more time is spent on those activities. WET A 

member HHs enquired if more than one person in the fa mily is in vo lved in ecotourism 96% 

replied only single person in the famil y is working on ecotourism. The rest (4%) reported two 

of family members are working in the sector. And from among these it is 8% alone who have 

taken it as a full time occupati on. Comparati ve ly 92% of respondents operate on weekends. Jt 

seems that date of tourists' arri val has a significant influence on how much of time an 

individual spends on tourist service re lated activities. Usual ly tourists visit the place on 

Satu rdays and Sundays. Visitors flow in some times in large numbers at a rate beyond 
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inspection capability of WET A office. Especially local or domestic tourists, particularly 

weekend tourists from bigger cities of the country travel to the place in mass by busses where 

at times it becomes impossible to deliver proper service. Foreigners come to the place usually 

in less than a group of 6-12 persons, some times with Ethiopian companion or by themselves. 

Table 4.6 Perceptioll 011 factors illfluellcillg HH illvolvemellt ill tourist servillg activities ill 

percellts 

Those 
Those 

Kebele La ndless Those living 
living Owners 

Members 
of the 

officia ls 
Young 

members that have close 
to of 

community 
Reply HH Women close horse 

and of the t he skill of to the 
relatives 

heads 
comm unity handicraft site 

to and 
road boat 

gate 
side 

Yes 10.7 53.3 32.R 13.1 2R.7 67.2 65.6 73.0 

'" g,~ 
No 89.3 46. 7 67.2 86.9 71.3 32.R 34.4 27.0 -" ~ 

~ 
Tow! 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Source: FIeld Survey, Marcil, 2009 

Households never neglect the importance of owning assets such as horses or boats in order to 

get involved in tourist services in their reply. As many as three fourth of respondents do think 

owning these assets could help HHs entry to the association. During group discussion, 

however, participants elaborated that although without owning some thing it would be useless 

to participate in tourism activities having these assets a lone cannot assure HH's entry of the 

association as they reported currently over 400 registered horse owners are waiting on 

permission of membership 

Households ' category into poor, medium and wealthy families based on indicators offered by 

respondents themselves (Annex I) may shade also some light to simi larities and differences 

between the two sample HHs. Accordingly 75% of entire respondents included in the study 

put themselves as medium income earning famil ies, while one fourth of them consider 

themse lves as poor HH as the rema ining ones label their status as wealthy families. 

Proportion of poor HH tend to greater in non-WETA sample HH than in WETA members. 

About 22% of 97 of non- WETA sample HH believe that they are poor while 16% of 25 

WET A member sample HH think that they are impecunious. Another discrepancy between 

the two sample cases is the proportion of well to do families. Only few of (6%) non-WETA 

members judge their way life as affluent whi le 16% of WET A think their HH life so. 

65 

interested 
in tourist 
services 

R1.1 

lR.9 

100.0 



Lateral effects 

The major change ecotouri sm has brought to Won.ch i area community is that their 

empowerment. Now residents have more or less an organization- Wonchi Ecotou rism 

Association (WETA) through which they are supposed to adjust their resource (collective and 

indiv idual) util ization, manage, and a ir their views on matters of common resources and other 

issues. Although some elite elements are controlling the power local community 

empowerm ent is one of the intended benefits of ecotouri sm. WETA has turned out itself into 

an assoc iat ion that can run ecotourism as business with the introduction of centra l payment 

system of revenues collected for its members. It has set not only entrance fee charge rate but 

horse and boat fares and guide and translator service charges . The association al so has a local 

WET A office that serves both as the head quarter for the association as well as tourist 

reception centre. 

With the coming into being of Haro town with 500 t0700 houses (no exact data were found) 

where about 1000 residents are li ving in some form of a both commercial and political centre 

is emergi ng. In fact Haro Gebeya, the centre at which now the town is built (See annex 6), 

had been serving as the place of exchange of goods and services for longer time prior to the 

start of ecotourism. 

On the other hand it is hardly possible what s ignificant outcome has come of ecotourism 

concerning the development of micro and small scale enterprises due to the spread effect of 

ecotourism business in Haro town. The reason is that a ll tourists, at least during the 

researcher's field observation period, seem to ignore the town as they pass through unl ess 

when they stop to req uest for the direction of the Crater Lake. Haro itself has no important 

serv ice that grips the attention of vis itors except mana araqee (local liquor house) and mana 

farsoo (loca l beer houses) . It has no hotel, no dining place, and no single boarding and 

lodgi ng services . Rural communities in similar ecotouri sm destinations in other parts of the 

world invo lve in the business by offering tourists boarding, local food, artefacts. For instance 

Moyini (2006) and Cochrane (2000), in Uganda and in Indonesia respectively in separate 

works reported that loca l communi ties in both cases generate HH income by allowi ng tourists 

pass their stay at residents' homes in the vill ages, even with the presence of officially 

recogn ized hotels. It means in the study a rea under consideration if such services are 

prov ided by the communi ty members it would inst igate the emergence of micro and small 

scale businesses in aim of satisfying visitors. 
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Farsoo and araqee houses, however, are the on ly activities proliferating and busiest public 

entertainment centres in the town and even in the rural vi llages on weekends and recurrent 

holidays of the local community. Given that sav ing mechanism is weak and firms that a re 

supposed to encourage saving and investment are absent in the area it is not beyond 

expectation that hard earned HH revenue will end up in momentary pleasure spending than in 

productive investment undertakings that would propel the local econom y. An attempt to trace 

the destinati on of income from tourism an enqui ry to businesses and revenues of these local 

shops and liquor houses was made but concluded with futile outcome. Some WET A members 

contacted for such objecti ve were alarmed and refused to offer answers while shop and liquor 

house owners though shown their permission reported have no record of the identity (i.e. 

whether or not WETA members are the frequent vi sitors, they reported as saying "we sale to 

the market, we do not care, or record nor enquire identity") of th eir clients. On the other hand 

though from the point of view of HHs members of WETA tourism income is unwisely spent, 

on the other hand it implies that income from ecotourism perhaps injected somehow in to the 

local small businesses. 

Beside numerous and omnipresent farsoo and araqee houses fewer small shops are observable 

in this small town. The coming into being and sustenance of such business centres is difficu lt 

again to re late to ecotourism's development in the area since no tourist cl ients are observed 

exchanging with these. It is impossible to rule out also the effects ecotouri sm imposes on 

them indirectly. 

At Haro Wonchi number of viab le areas of economic engagement are limited to agriculture, 

petty trade, ecotouri sm related services, and daily labour. It is witnessed that ecotourism 

business in the area in no vivid way has produced a spread effect to set off micro, sma ll or 

med ium business enterprises. Small handicraft industries including basket work, weaving, 

leather goods, and clay products have not been observed . 

The way ecotouri sm is managed in Wonchi does not enable the system to influence tourist 

spending so that more revenue is generated. It is a sim ple fact that if some ways of 

encouraging tourists spend large sums of money at tourism desti nations are devi sed it will 

have a potentia l to increase the conserved area's revenue and makes a pecuniary contribution 

to the local community. In the study area there is no system that help touri st lengthen their 

stay in the site, no or very limited num ber of local products (except honey) obtainab le for sa le 

so that tourists subtl y enhance rural deve lopment through purchase of such items. The 
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absence of deve loped tourist facilities-vi sitor centres, sell ing imperative media, meal service 

givi ng places, lodgings and souvenirs, which not on ly fail to ind uce greater touri st spending 

but also discourage tourists return in the future. 

Socio-economic infrastructure development 

It is normal to assume that such deve lopmental undertakings as ecotouri sm play substitutive 

role of government in areas where resources com ing through the state become short of 

reaching marginalized communities. As an ecotourism project no different effect would be 

expected in the study area also. The rea li ty however depicts a differing colour as the 

assessment result of the sector uncovered it. It is confirmed that there are two I SI to grade 8th 

schools, one health post, a farmer train ing centre (FTC), a telecommunication li ne for the 

town and its surroundings, road connection to Ambo and Woliso towns with fi ve kilometre 

long dry weather road running down to the shore of the lake. Actually this road is the 

extension of the 64 kilometre Ambo- Woliso road which makes its path through Haro town. 

There is also one developed spring which ensures Haro town residents supply of c lean water, 

otherwise no tappable water for the larger portion of the kebele population. 

In both schools about 1,644 children are enroll ed of wh ich 740 (45%) are girl students. One 

of these schools is located in Dirre village near the lake shore serving residents with in the 

crater, while the other school is situated in Haro town admitting students from surroundi ng 

villages out side of the crater. 

The issue is that whether or not the ecotourism project has any thing to do in the development 

of these infrastructures. All (100%) of sample HHs replied to this questi on with "NO!" when 

we say ecotourism project if we meant WETA. WETA office itself and kebele administrati on 

admit that those infrastructure developments have benefited noth ing in financial terms or 

other form from ecotourism. Then who built them? According to residents, WETA and 

kebele officials these al l developed by governm ent budget, except for the school near the lake 

shore in Dirre vil lage, which was bu ilt by the donation of an individual, a son of the village, 

residi ng somewhere in Europe. 

However the timing of the development of these infrastructures whether government or 

individual donated may raise a curiosity. Wonchi area community has lived for years 

neglected from development activities. Before 2002 the road access was not rei iable even 

during dry season let alone in the wet season. Four Wheel drive down to the lake was 

unthinkable for no road was bu il t back then. Parents had to keep their children at home or 
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take huge risk of investing their entire produce in their child 's education at distant towns such 

as Ambo, Ginchi, or Wol iso. The same is true with telecommunication and health services. 

One thing clear about infrastructure development of Wonchi is that all developmental 

undertakings, even the school donation made by loca l born individual , coincided with the 

beginning of ecotourism in this particular locality. The difficult matter then is pursuing which 

one is the cause and which is the effect as government invests in a given locality having 

several objectives in mind. However it is not uncommon that government expands 

infrastructure to tourist destinations of rural villages. [n Southern Africa countries remote 

villages near game reserves and game lodges have benefited from improved road access, 

potable water suppl ies and bulk e lectricity (Mayssn, 2004) following the Launch of the site as 

tourist destination. Cochrane (2000) reported also that in Ranu Pani in Indonesia, the 

presence of ecotourism prompted government to make infrastructure improvement. 

Ecotourism benefit variation across gender and age 

In the study area female accounted for 48.53% of the total population and of the total HH 

heads 17.4% are female headed house holds. Young HH heads that are neither employed nor 

own land also account for 16.4% of the total HHs, of which close to half of them are female 

HH heads. In this local ity ecotourism, by offering alternative means of living, was intended 

initially to reach out for these groups so that the pressure landless impoverished section of the 

commun ity cou ld exel1 on the very existence of natural resources be abated if can not be 

halted completely. To see whether or not ecotou ri sm has affected the lives of female 

community members, fam ilies headed by landless youths and families headed by old ages 

different enquiry methods have been applied and useful information has been collected. 

In the earlier period of the establ ishment of ecotourism from 124 house holds organized 

under Wonchi Ecotourism Association (WETA) about 25 (20.16%) of them were females. Of 

the ten sub associations under WETA one, with 23 members, was a women group, the 

objective of which was to enable members create their own various income generating 

activities. To start with members were engaged in activities they are better skill ed with such 

as mat making, basketry, and different ornaments sewed of grasses then diversify and grow. 

Few of women in the assoc iation are organized to honey group. As time went by women's 

association become less active and its role in the ecotourism project has faded away as 

members expressed during focus group discussion. 
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Currently therefore the exact number of females who are benefiting directly by being 

members of the assoc iation from the oil going tourism business in the loca lity are two, which 

backs up the suppos ition that ecotouri sm of Wonch i is predominantly a patriarchal business. 

Cons idering d irect benefit the inclusiveness of ecotourism in terms of gender is minimal 

since 99% from the entire WETA members and 92% from sample HH from WETA are male 

heads of HH. 

Some members of women group who were avai lable for interview blame WETA offi cials' 

maladmin istration for the failure of their association. According to them at the beginn ing of 

association's formati on there was a genera l consensus among members of the bigger WETA 

association that active association groups will support the fl edgling groups both financially 

and technically. Contrarily association heads even abused financial aid made by donors to 

strengthen women association group let a lone provide them with guidance and mentoring that 

their weak association req uires so earnestly. WETA officials are defiant to such accusations. 

As can be gathered from their replies "no money has ever been donated as such ear marked 

particularly to strengthening of women association group". The association, according to 

WETA officials, has been destined to failure since no market was solicited for th eir products. 

On the other hand both women group and WET A office agree on the lack of quality and 

di versificaliun o f ilems women's assoc iati on has been producing for tourist market. One of 

the main reasons to lack of market is no tra ining has been offered . Women gave an attempt to 

make these items based on their loca l skill and market response did not he lp them continue. 

Trainings, however, supposed to be arranged by WETA it se lf, loca l keble or wereda 

administrat ions, non of whi ch could produce any worthy pretext during interview. 

From what has been understood during field observation services offered to touri sts 

themselves are male oriented activities as the traditi onal division of labour between man and 

women di ctates it. Horse renting for instance is an out door engagement in which most of the 

time exclusively men take part. Even if a woman may own the an imal, which is a rare case, 

culturally it will be unbecoming of her to sadd le a horse, queue up with men for the a rrival of 

tourists, and then negotiate her service 's price. Similarly boat business is with in the domain 

of men where women are proh ibited by the norms of the community as it was widely outlined 

during FG discussion. One lady from women FG di scuss ion stressed the difficulty as she asks 

"even if J dare to break the norm rent my horse who would attend for my domestic duty at 

home which calls for me a loud". 
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Becoming direct beneficiary may seem a far fetched wish for many of female residents. 

Contrastingly they happened to fa il to realize they could small businesses at least on their 

own without being waiting to be hooked to the association. Several opportuniti es could be 

exploited fro m visitors at thei r door steps. In the group discussion when asked why did not 

they sa le some items as tourists, gu ides and their fellow community members who frequently 

make the ir passes through villages, many of them confessed it has never occurred to them 

that they can trade different home made goods to touri sts. Besides lack of business idea it 

would be against community's norm to sale food or other items rather than cooking or 

making for home consumption. "We are ashamed of such activities, we would rather die of 

starvation than seen selling meals at the side of the road" says one group discussant elder lady 

as she refer to their norms' rigid ity. 

Furthermore the nourish of small businesses such as local made food item trade, venders 

engaged in the sa le of gum s, c igarettes and bottled waters, as it would be expected in places 

of comparab le scenario are non-existent activities in Won chi area. During the researcher's 

two weeks survey only two local girls were seen around the gate of the site engaged in selling 

food items such as boiled and roasted cheek pea, banded bullaa, and lemon etc. (Plate 4.5). 

Bullaa is kind of loca l staple food item made of en set tree and roots. This is the finest of the 

enset product exported to larger towns. Even these pioneers have taken the business as a 

spare time occupation and frequently face being chased by lodge owner since no fi xed post of 

trading their goods is not available. 

In general women are neither offered employment opportun ity (since no employing firm s are 

there) nor given the chance to participate themselves in ecotouri sm dri ven activities. 

Wondifraw (2007) in Bale observed that women eq ually benefiting from even outdoor 

services like horse renting and in the Southern African countries though structural 

arrangement quite different from the area under consideration (i.e. ownership and 

management of sites belongs to private individuals in the former case) women are among the 

vulnerable group fo r whom job opportunities provided with priority in eco-Iodges (Mayssn, 

2004) . Lack of awareness area of participation and cul tural understandings of women's out 

door engagement appear to be the major limiting factors on taki ng their share of touri sm 

benefits. 
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Plate 4.5 Local girls attempting to tame small businesses to tourist market 

Disparity in drawing benefits from the sector exists also when observed across ages of the 

beneficiaries. Age wise sample HHs range from age of 19 years to 58 years with the average 

age of 32.2 years and with the standard deviation of 10.6 years. The sample proves that few 

age groups are dominant with in the directly beneficiaries. Nearly half of WET A members 

are younger HH heads between the ages of 21 to 30. The second largest group is those who 

are found between the ages of 31 to 41 years. From the sample HH there is little percentage 

(8%) below the age of20 years and HH head above the age of 60 years. Obviously fewer age 

group of HH seem to gain from ecotourism activity, the reason for which is difficult to trace 

back. However from researcher's observation and interviews with key informants many of 

WETA members are the most out spoken dominant age group who can influence not only 

their community members but also authorities' decision in their favour. 

The Effect of Village Distance 

In order to see what important factor determines HH income it was deemed necessary to 

apply some statistical analysis. Thus, how far each HH dwells from the main gate of the site 

should be considered to find out the extent to which ecotourism imposed any influence up on 

their livelihoods. Taking the village around the gate as the centre analysis of effect of 

distance has been conducted. 
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Accordingly vi llages have distances that range from 1.10 km to 8.50 km from the main gate 

of ecotourism site. There is, however, variation in the location of WET A members and non­

WETA members when seen against the centre. The mean distance for WETA members is 

3.028 km with the standard deviation of 0.618 km. With in this group 25% of respondents are 

located with in the village of Kella where site's gate is found, 50% live with in the radius of 

1.1 km di stance from the site's gate whi le 75% of them are situated not farther than 6.1 Ian 

distance. 

Non-WETA members on the other hand are located at an average distance of 5.07 km farther 

away from the centre with the standard deviation of 2.75 km. In terms of how much 

percentage of these group members live closer to the gate of the site also variation from the 

previous group is observed. In this case residences of 25% of respondents are found with in a 

radius of 4 km, of half of them with in the radius of 6.1 km, as of three fourth of them are at 

7.1 km away from the centre. 

Proximity to the gate is somehow related to access to membership into ecotourism 

association. In the above discussion half of the members of WET A happen to be found near 

the site's gate implying that their location may have been the cause why many have en li sted 

to the association, while distance determined the extent of involvement of non-WETA 

members. Respondents from both groups given different choices concerning what factors 

influence their involvement in the association 67% of them have replied it is the distance 

what matters most to them (Table 4.6). Simi larly a third of respondents believe being 

residing on main road side is factor affects their involvement in ecotourism activities. 

Statistica lly (x2=0.015, P<0.05) also there is a significant village distance influence on their 

income whether or not a HH be participating in the ecotourism business. 

The study has applied correlation test so that to establish any association between distance of 

the village of resident and income his/her HH earns annua lly. Consequently, by Pearson 's (r) 

correlation a result obtained is -0.137 at a sign ificance level of 0.132 in both directions. In 

Spearman's correlation coeffic ient as well the result obtained is -0.13 at significance level of 

0.887. Both correlation coefficients' results point to one reality, which is, at r < 0.05 

significance level in Pearson 's correlation coefficient case and at p < 0.05 signifi cance level 

in Spearman's correlation coefficient case vi llage distances and HH income are related 

weakly but inversely. As village di stance increases away from the site's gate, income gets 

lower and lower but only weakly and it is s ignificantly. 
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Simi lar test of association between the two groups of households, however displays different 

outcome. For WETA members Pearson' s correlation coefficient, (r=-{).081, p< 0.05), where 

as for non-WETA members Pearson's correlation coeffi cient out come, (r= 0.047, p<0.05). 

In the fonner case th is result implicates that as distance increases income of HH is affected 

negatively but still the assoc iation between the two variables is weaker. On the other hand in 

the second case r value indicates although it is weaker a lso, distance affecting HH' s income 

positively.The outcome of between groups analys is differed from that of with in group 

analysis due to the fact that WETA members have based some how their HH revenue on 

tourism driven jobs which need the actor to be closer to vill ages around the gate. Contrary to 

this HH income of non-WETA members is not affected negatively since they make no 

revenue from tourism activities. Non-WETA members' HH income rather has the tendency 

to grow as HH 's vi llage location drifts away from the village around the site's gate as the 

Pearson' s Correlation Coefficient result here above pointed out. 

Table 4. 7 Correlations between HH village distances /1'0111 the site's gate and HH income 

WETA members Non-WETA 
HH income pe." members HH 

annum income per annum 

WETA members' Village distance 
Pearsoll Correlarion -.081 

S;g. (2-laHcd) .699 

N 25 

Pearson Corre lat ion .047 

Non- WETA members' ,·illage 
S;g.(2-la ;lcd) .649 

distance N 97 

Source: Field survey, March, 2009 

These HH's source of income as has been discussed already is fann ing and fanning best 

performed in vill ages farther away from the site as space to operate will be more avai lab le 

and the probab ility of HH' s attention distracted from intensive ly working on their farms by 

non-farm acti vities such as agriculture will be lesser and lesser. 

Age, Sex, Educational Level, Family Size and Farmland size Effect 

A Regression Ana lysis is also conducted to see what exactly determines HH income from 

among different variables considered in the study. Househo ld income being the dependent 

variable is ana lysed in relation to sex, age and educational leve l ofHH head, vi ll age distance 

from the gate of the site, family size and farm land size of HH. [n order to make comparison 

eas ily the two sample HH groups are analysed separate ly. Therefore in WETA members of 
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these six variables none seems to have any statistica lly significant influence on HH income. 

These vari ables fa il to be factors explaining WETA members' HH income. Where as for non­

WET A members' HH income from among sex, age, education leve l, distance, family size, 

and size of farmland HH head's educati onal level and HH family size revea led a stati stica lly 

significant relationship with the group 's HH income. Therefore regression analys is result 

points out that income among non-WETA sample HHs cannot be expla ined by village 

distance, HH head sex, age, nor by farmland size, but can be expla ined we ll by the two 

facto rs age of HH head and by fam ily size. 

Table 4.8 Comparison be/ween WETA and 1I01l-WETA based 011 HH age, sex, 
educatiollallevel, family size, HH farmland size and village distance 

Model 
WETA members Non-WETA members 

t Sig. t Sig. 

(Constant) 2.542 .013 -.112 .912 

HH head Sex 
-.884 .379 1.036 .31 4 

HH head age 
.061 .952 .299 .768 

HH Villages' distance 
.739 .462 -.298 .769 

HH Family size 2.470 .01 5 .483 .635 

HH hcnd edu. level 2.202 .030 .571 .575 

HH farm land size -.061 .951 -.655 .521 

a Dependent Variable: In come of household per annum 

On the other hand when entire samples of the two HH groups are put into regression analysis 

regression result shows di fferent rea lity. Income of the entire sample HHs can only be 

explained by educati onal level of HH head more than any of the rest of variables, there is not 

statistica ll y s ign ifi cant assoc iation between these vari ables and HH income. 

In genera l Haro Wonchi Ecotouri sm was designed that local people can involve in 

ecotouri sm business in four different ways- entrepreneurs, arti sans, attract ions, and 

admini strators. But it is witnessed in thi s study that the ir part ici pation is rea lized only as 

administrators; which include all service provision areas . This could be attributed to severa l 

fac tors among which lack of marketing, the inexperience of rura l community to operate 

independently in ecotouri sm stream coupled with lack of tra ining, absence of homogeneity of 

interest in the commun ity, and lack o f c lose inspection of the stakeholders particularl y the 

government. 
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4.4. Problems ecotourism faced 

In spite of the complementary role ecotourism intended to provide to agriculture it has a 

preventive role on the productivity of the sector. As both activities entail vast land on which 

to operate it is eminent that land becomes a contention area between the sectors. Hence 

respondents have been questioned whether or not there is any thing they have lost due to 

ecotourism. Accordingly the main loss for 20% of respondents happened to be farm land as 

result of ecotourism ' s launch in their vicinity. More than three fourth of those interviewed 

answered they never lost land because of ecotourism, and yet one fourth of them claim it had 

to cost them an average of 0.58 hectare of prime farmland. From HHs who reported land loss 

one third lost less than half hectare. Of the total number of HH who lost land 40% have lost 

more than one hectare or four sangaas as they call it. 

Table 4.9 Size of land holding 105110 ecolouris", belweell WETA UI1IIIlOIl-WETA HH 

Sample Did you loose land to ecotourism? Maximum Minimum Mean 
HH type Yes No lost lost of lost 

land 

Frequency Percent Frequency Percent hectare hectare Hectare 
\VETA 8 32 17 68 1.5 0.25 0.41 

Non-WETA 17 17.5 80 82.5 9.00 0.25 0.66 

Source: Field Survey, March, 2009 
Overall land size 1051= 14.55 hectare, mean=O.S82 hectare between the sample HHs 

It seems that non- WET A members are the more affected than WET A members when seen in 

terms of number of HHs from the two groups. Eight of the HHs or 32% of WETA members 

are the only ones who claim they are the victim of being pushed from part of their land 

holdings; from which one HH lost above a hectare, four of them lost between a quarter and 

half of a hectare and three HHs lost less than a quarter of a hectare. As to non- WET A 

members 17 HHs reported they have deprived of their farm land hold ings. Of these nine have 

foregone more than one hectare of holding, from three HHs a quarter to half of a hectare has 

been defined to ecotourism site, from five HHs less than one sangaa or 0.25 hectare 

nominated for the same purpose. On average WET A members conceded 0.41 hectare, whi le 

non-WETA members gave only 0.66 hectare on average (Table 4.9). The tota l peasant 

farm land reass igned to ecotourism is therefore 14.5 hectare with an average of 0.5 hectares. 

The loss incurred by both HHs has a lso been examined in terms of production in quintals. 

One of the three members of WETA that conceded less than a quarter of a hectare are 

compelled to deduct less than a quintal of crop production from the forgone land size, while 

two of them believe they are missing each year on average 2.5 quintals of crop product. 
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Similarly from those lost between a quarter to half a hectare in the WETA group three HHs 

reported that 2.5 quintals of yie ld per year is what is forgone to their fam ily due to 

ecotourism, whil e one HH reported its loss as above five quintal, as a HH with above a 

hectare of land size taken away expressed about 2.5 quintal of crop yield reduced from the 

famil y. 

In the sample HHs of non-WETA members five of them are in the category of households 

that lost less than 0.25 hectare, of which one reported amount of yie ld loss below a quintal 

and the other about 2.5 quinta l, whi le three of them are sure of reduction of above five 

quintal s of crop y ield annually. Three respondents that fall in the category of those lost an 

average land size of 0.4 hectare do not obtain now on average 2.5 quintals of crop y ields as 

are nine of the group from whom more than a hectare of farmland is taken away. 

Respondents are also bitter about lack of access to grazing land which the launch of 

ecotourism has aggravated if not the first hand cause. Enqu ired if HHs have access to grazing 

land 81.1 % of respondents described no access to grazing land. That cou ld be the reason why 

the total number of livestock reared is in the study area is small (in TLU a total of 418.53 and 

average of 3.43 li vestock per HH, see Annex 2). Fundamentally the reason for limited 

grazing land is the cliffy terra in than due to land designation to Ecotourism. Many of 

respondents arc cautious to attach lack of free land for domestic animals' deployment with 

presence of ecotouri sm a lthough they never deny that it exacerbated their problem in this 

regard. 

Labour force diversion and effect Oll work culture 

The beginning of ecotouri sm has also its own other adverse influences on the productivity of 

agriculture, such as by diverting active work force to non-agricultural sectors. It creates 

undesirable human labour scarcity in agricultural sector. House hold heads that formerly used 

to involve dynamically in farming have now restricted their length of work time at farm. The 

main factor is that not because tourism business is so attractive that required them to 

withdraw their attentions and efforts so as to effectively tend to the new business. Lack of 

work program and over expectation of revenue from touri sm services cou ld be the few among 

other causes . It is not uncommon to observe men waiting idly for tourists even on week days 

when the number of vi sitors is so few or none. Tourism originated money is easy and fast to 

earn as compared to farm income whi ch usually arrives after seven to nine months. Moreover 

income from tourists wil l provide HH heads, if not ent ire fam ily, with expendable cash on 
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their hand. In add ition to th is tourists not only bring in cash money, which has temporary life 

time, but bigger busi nesses like land purchase and sale in which every mem ber of village, 

except women, plays as a dealer. 

Above and beyond this no body is sure about how high payments touri sts offer in the form of 

tips after each serv ice delivery that keeps away farmers from homesteads. Informants think 

visitors especia lly Westerners are willing to give three- four fo lds of the offici a l charges for 

each service. Therefore residents know better which activity to give more time. 

Some informants think that ecotourism is adversely affecting the work culture of WET A 

members. Since the launch of the activity men have shown the tendency of working less on 

the ir farm s. In some observers opinion HH heads of WET A members spend much of time 

either wa iting for tourists or spending hard earned money over drink of local liquor. Had this 

not been the case, say informants, those people's living cond itions wou ld be far better than 

now. 

Illegal land dealings and increased land prices 

Under current constitution of Eth iopia (FORE constitution, 2004) land is a public property. It 

is stipulated that land is neither tradable nor exchangeable. However the peasant has the full 

right of utilizing size of land under his/her custody, during which he/she can rent out and reap 

the fruit. 

In the area under consideration a naked reality of trade of peasant landho ldings is reported as 

wide spread transaction. Tourism attracted not only genuine sight and nature lovers who, 

before leaving for home, would li ke to pass some time exploring the picturesque beauty, and 

the natural and cu ltural di versity of the land, but a lso specu lators who look for good 

opportunity of having ho ld of properties like land. As a result given the exquisiteness of the 

area around Lake Wonchi and the susceptibi li ty of fa rmers to illegitimate actors, every parcel 

of farm land specifica lly around the gate to the site and lake shore is so ld and kept 

undeveloped. As learned during the FG di scussion with both women and men group and from 

interviews with key informants, HHs around the lake have sold a quarter to half of their 

landholdings. 

The paradox about the matter is that res idents are bitter about scarcity of farm land and yet 

large area of land so ld to "investors" some of it a fence constructed around it while some 
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tukul kind of lodge bui lt on, is kept idle with no meaningful development activ ity. These 

structures erected on .sold out lands around the lake are nothing but to serve the purpose of 

keeping the place occup ied until opportune time come along either to sell at higher price or 

develop and generate revenue for themselves. The se ller can' t utili se it since now he has no 

command of proprietary right over the land which belongs to somebody else. Peasant's role is 

to look after the land for the absentee "inves/or"; with some amount of money he received at 

the sale of land (which usually farmers spend out unwisely immediate ly after and become 

penniless), from potential ownership c laimers and the government. 

Plate 4.6 New buildings without door or residellts such these by the Lake side (011 the left 
bottom alld right bottom of the picture) are cOllstructed by speculative "illvastaras" to 
kee the lalld occu ied 

Sale of land is a secretly performed illicit process where it is impossible to track the seller or 

the buyer. However while the researcher has been cress-crossing the villages for data 

gathering it has been common phenomenon to hear cries from villagers say ing "invastara , 

invastara!" as some of them would burst forward with big strides at a s ight of strangers 

am idst thei r village. Everyone in the village even children, except women who usually 

refrain from confronting strangers, wants to playa brokering role with potential land buyers. 

The moment every body rea lizes you are nothin g but researcher even the ir usually 

enthusiastic greetings will be a measured one, some even become indifferent to your 

presence. Perhaps thi s newly found business of land sa le not on ly seems to affect size of 
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farmers' landholding and there by productivity of agricu lture in the locality but a lso shaken 

greatly the hospitab ility of this once tolerant and accommodative community of Haro 

Wonchi. Accord ing to DAs most of the traded pieces of land is part of homestead on whi ch 

enset crop is planted. Some of the land lake water bounding is animal grazing spaces. 

An e lderly person in his late seventies, who lives in Dirre, one of the villages that have longer 

lake shore with beautiful lake view, confided to the researcher that he knew over 70 HHs 

have sold part of their landho ldings. The land price that used to no more than 1000 birr before 

the commencement of ecotourism has now jumped up to 70,000-120,000 birr per 200m2
, a 

fact which was confirmed from separate interview conducted with the kebele 's DA and 

WETA office. The informant himse lfhas sold 100m2 lands to 25,000 birr back in 2006, about 

which he speaks now with regrets, not he rea lized it now he committed crime but for having 

been sold it at cheaper price s ince money received has been spent on hand and land price has 

risen ever after on the other hand. Cul ture of saving is so poor in this community that many 

of househo lds who traded out the ir lands have become now both landless and penniless 

according to what has been gathered from interviews with key informants. No credit and 

saving institution is encountered in this locality to raise the awareness of residents to adopt 

cu lture of saving. 

WETA and local community relationship 

The association often mentioned as the best experience of ecotourism operation in the 

country among local authorities starting from C&TB gown to wereda and kebele 

adm inistration offi ces. The association is applauded by many in its realization of ga ins for all 

members of the community, in its effective accommodation of visitors from all corners of the 

world. According to these sou rces WET A has ensured poor fami lies ga ins from the business, 

si nce it shares income with the community; i.e. the 8% assoc iation income transfer to 300 

poor HHs in the kebele. Th is portion of income is marked to cover rural land tax for those 

families lacki ng capacity of paying. To date the association has contributed some 13,440 birr. 

So as long as government tax is covered and ecotourism is operated at what ever expense 

there seems an excellent relat ionshi p between the association and the pertinent governmental 

offices. 

When it comes to community members WETA is viewed di fferen tly. One area of complaint 

of the community is that they are den ied membership to the assoc iat ion. One of the 

challenges the researcher faced during field survey was that the expectation of interviewees 
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that this researcher may help them to be included in the association even after the purpose of 

the study was expla ined to them. Severa l of the vill agers re fl ected their discomfort with that 

"WET A and th e benefit from tourism business has become the monopoly o f few individuals". 

Horse owners want to be included in the associat ion through th eir horses, so are boat owners 

through boats. WET A secretary who verifies the existence of high demand for membership 

said that the business is st ill not that large enough to take in more members. According to him 

with the present small number of tourist visiting the place taking in additional members 

wou ld mean dwindling of ex isting mem ber's share of income, which is already very small. 

That would lead to more di scomforts. 

Besides kin ship and intimacy of friendship plays a great role. For instance two of WET A 

officials, the researcher was to ld, are brother in-laws both ways who have exchanged their 

sisters. One of the officia ls is rel ated to one of the in-laws and kin ship network goes on like 

that. Such a factor is apparently a cause for divi sion among WET A members itself. 

Evident ly members in vi llages near the lake within the crater such as Dirre and Gergis are 

sceptical of their own members li ving in villages near the main entrance (Kalla and Haro). 

WET A is a lso blamed by Haro town residents for not guiding visitors to the town so that 

househo lds cou ld trade whatever they have . One informant says "town dwellers have not got 

the opportunity of coming face to face with touri sts, for a reason we do not why WETA's 

management keeps tourists out of the reach of the town". It is true that the more tourists 

de layed and shown around the more they spend out. Spending helps residents earn income 

from which more bus in ess proliferations could ascend. Residents have a point in complaini ng 

about unnecessary protective role WET A is play in g concerning tourists. From what was 

observed during field survey no visitor is seen takin g time to look around the town. 

On the other hand guides are not confident about services this small town could offer to 

tourists. However, a lady resident of Haro town refutes th is as base less a larm as she shares 

her recent anecdote. One day two adventurous female tourists (both white) brought into her 

house by her son while she was busy attending her usual household chores. Having 

unexpected guest at her home she insisted to prepare coffee for them to wh ich vis itors 

conceded . While waiting on the coffee, she says, " .. . they were interestedly roam ing through 

the household's belongi ngs as they examine everything in the household with some interest". 

Then coffee was served wh ich strangers consumed with the neighbours including abol, 

baraka and LOna round s. "I even had no chance to put on my best clothes; I was wearing my 
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tal/ered work cloth Faranjiis did not mind that. " says the informant as she reca lls how these 

visitors payed 50 birr each as they departed pl eased. Due to these and other factors res idents 

view the intention of WET A doubtfully. 

Ecotourism clients are not first class visitors who are looking for best rated serv ices. Had they 

been expecting such services they would not have ventured out of Addis Ababa. Community 

way of li fe in remote isolated touri st destinations is one of the e lements of touri st attractions 

in the rest of the world. Obviously there is lack of understanding to qualifying and then 

utiliz ing the potential tourist attraction resources in the study area. So it will be imprecise to 

assume that al l opportunities of attractions are utilized in Wonchi . 

Moreover one of the area for which Non- WETA community members and the assoc iation 

accuse each other sternly is the issue of natural resource preservation and protection. Non­

WETA claim WETA took the responsibil ity of standing as stewardship of environment as it 

assumed the right to benefit from ecotourism. Benefits are well fetched at the expense of 

deteriorating envi ronment. "No protection or prevention mechanism is put in place. It is 

WETA members that are in forefront in illegally using forest resources, clear vegetated 

areas for farming, home consumed and commercial fire wood, and timber production. ", said 

a key informant. Evidently non-WETA members' involvement in illicit use of natura l 

resources was not denicd by the informants themselves. The difference however is that non­

WETA members report that they had no alternative as WETA members did. The association 

office on its part blames non-WET A community members who it alleges engaged in 

activiti es damaging the benefits of the association. 

Whatever one calls the other one can eas ily point out the existence of a rift among 

commun ity members. Cause to the split is nothing but conflict over the use of natural 

resources. Currently no perceptible cure is avail in g. As the strife continues the more there 

wil l be exploitative uti lization of resources with an ultimate result of environmental 

destruction. 

4.5 Effects of ecotourism on the Environment 

In this section effects of ecotouri sm are discussed in two main sub sections. In the first part 

the state of natural resource, the conservation efforts and practices, residents' attitude towards 

environment is assessed. In the second part the contextual environmental effects the 
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introduction of ecotourism has resulted are described. In both cases discussions are entirely 

reliant on sample households ' perception, local experts opinion and own observations. 

4.5.1 Local community's perception on the state of natural resources 

Respondents have a good understanding of why tourists flow to their locality and as to why 

the Lake and its surrounding have been designated as ecotourism site. Only one person out of 

all sample HH and respondents interviewed was not sure of why tourists come to the area. Of 

those who did know the objective of people travelling there 96% answered that visitors come 

to the area to enjoy the scenery of the area, the lake, the natural forest, to get healed from 

their health problems by the hot spring and so on. The remaining 4% of the respondents 

believe that people travel to the area because of religious reason as pilgrimage tourists come 

to visit Kirkos monastery. 

Sample HHs in general see the existence of ecotourism in the area as a "good thing" though 

they cite different reasons. Respondents from WET A members (60%) believe that ecotourism 

has enhanced the activity of conservat ion and protection for natural resources. When weighed 

against what other members of the community have to say and the going on environmental 

degradation the researcher witnessed first hand during fie ld survey such reply given by 

WETA members seem to be given out of protecting benefits obtained trom ecotourism 

rather than out of their conviction it is true. This is evidenced, surprisingly, as over a third of 

respondents (40%) with in WETA group did not associate ecotourism with improvement of 

conservation efforts. Some even accuse ecotourism as being the cause for the lack of concern 

among residents over environment. They report ecotourism made some members of the 

society the rightful users of natural resource while others feel as being alienated wh ich 

resulted in on unnecessary fierce competition over the use of resources. 

Likewise 90% of respondents from non- WET A HH say the presence of ecotourism is good 

thing simply because "people come to see their place" but on whether it helped improve 

protection of the environment as 66% replied negatively. The reason most commonly offered 

is that ecotourism has put in place no new conservation method with it and forest destruction 

of forest is continuing. Of course sign ificant proportion (44%) of them believes ecotourism's 

presence helped to the conservation of natural resources. A similar symmetrical splitting up 

in reply is also observed between WETA and non-WETA members as in their answer to what 

actions of conservation they have undertaken to preserve their environment fo ll owing the 

start of ecotourism. Seventy three percent of WET A members reported that they have been 
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acti ng as stewards of their natura l resource, planting tree seedlings, looking after planted 

trees, and constructi on of so i I conservation structures where 27% took no action as regard to 

preservation. While there does exist genera ll y a good understanding among local res idents of 

the need for str ingent natu ra l environment protection measures, gen uine widespread 

stewardship or advocacy of environmental protection can really be said non existent. 

Many of the respondents say they have planted trees on their lands and on communal lands. 

They c la im a lso they re ly on these plants on their lands fo r HH fi rewood supp ly; all 

respondents depend on wood for cooking which is co llected from the fo rest (See Plate 13). It 

is common to see eucalyptus tree plant around many of homesteads. However there are no 

reforestation acti vities be ing carried observed and people say they participate in reforestation 

programs once a year during ra iny months. 

Sample HHs appreciate and support some of the efforts of the state to protect the local fragil e 

environment as it has came up durin g FG discussions. Apart from a few in vestments in 

infrastructu re no effort is expended on park protection by the loca l government. This is partly 

because the area is seen as the responsibility ofWETA. It is a pity, however, that the interests 

of WETA fi e ld staff focus more on making money than on duty of protecting the site's 

natura l resource. Community, however, is wary of the litt le emphas is government (both loca l 

and national) g ives to environmental protection. Asked whether enough attention is assigned 

to matters of environmental cares respondents from both WETA and non-WETA members 

express their view with distress against both kebele as well as wereda admini strati ve bodies 

for not showing the mi ni mum concern towards fast deplet ing resource. Thus, 70. 1 % from 

non-WETA members and 52% of WET A members indicated that loca l governmental bodies 

have no or li tt le concern about the preservation of the environment. 

As pointed out during the di scussion and key informant interviews, loca l government 

officials rema in indi fferen t about the destruction of centuries o ld forest and the turning of 

steep ly sloped formerly vegetated land into farm land. Although cutt ing trees and clearing of 

natura l vegetati on are crim inal offenses result in the minimum of seven years imprisonment, 

as enshrined in the nati on's penal code, offenders usua lly are set free due to lack of 

enfo rcement from officia ls. 

A case in point is as the researcher was travell ing to one of the villages during fi e ld survey 

witnessed kebe le's DAs apprehending a vill ager on the spot w ith hi s axes and saws where he 
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was cutting a tree. They had to hand him over to kebe le mi litia, who happened to set free the 

culprit to the frustration ofDAs after just offering him piece of advice. 

In an interview with Development Agents, (DA, Haro Wonchi kebele has two of these 

experts assigned one of which is with the duty of natural resource conservation and 

protection), whom about kebele residents complain for their lack of attention and 

ineffectiveness, it was learned that the gap in the penal code regardin g natural forest 

offenders has its share of blame. 

According to the DA the procedure of the penal code demands, regarding offenders who hack 

natural forest, to be testified by a witness who saw first hand the alleged offender while 

committing the crime so as to press charge and bring offenders before law. In reality however 

offenders who slash trees and clear forest take so much care not to carry out thei r action in 

day light. Trees are fe lled at farthest distance from residential areas where no body can 

witness the process let alone identify the culprit positively. Even if such crimes are 

committed in the presence of a whole vill age it is hardly poss ible to find anyone testifying 

against one of their own, as an elderly key informant told the researcher. 

Such obv ious and public negligence is bad for Ethiopia's conservation record. It also 

contributes to the conclusion that the link between tourism and conservation is questionable, 

and that ecotourism - or other income-generating projects - is unli kely on its own to improve 

conservation of the target area. Offic ial pol icy support in the form of government regulations 

and incenti ves are essentia l. Also essentia l, since these regulations often already exist, is 

effective enforcement. 

One way to develop local people's know how of conservation is through training. 

Accord ingly residents were enqu ired if they happened to be given any training regarding 

natural resource conservation. From WET A members only 36% of them reported to have 

received tra in ings on natural resource preservation and conservation, while the remaining did 

not get any kind of tra in ing. Similarly from non-WETA group 89.7% indicated that they 

rece ived no train ing of any k ind re lated to natural resource preservation and protection. 

One important strategy of natural resource conservat ion that ecotou ri sm is supposed to bring 

with is the management of natural resources whi ch is based on in ventory of resources on 

regular bases. Because it is believed that ecotourism can create both the financial capacity as 

well as the necessary personnel to carry out such activity, which is rather expensive to run, 
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the assumption is that where there is ecotourism there will also be natural resource 

management in its serious form . In thi s regard in I-Iaro Wonchi ecotourism activity it seems 

that no inventory of any kind ever under taken. 

When asked the ecotourism association replied with " is this our business" attitude implying 

putting mechani sm of resource inventory and inspection are the duty of natural resource 

conservati on and environmental protection divis ion under wereda agricu lture and rural 

development office. This division office itself cou ld not say any more than listing main tree, 

mammal , and bird species. For instance the researcher has been told during time of fi eld 

survey the lake water level has been retreating fast. I-Iowever no responsible body knows and 

tells where it was former ly and by what measures it dw indled presently let alone to have the 

record of wild animal s, plants and other physical resources. Besides In Wonchi there is no 

specified amount of area designated for conservation which puts the entire ecotourism 

program under a question mark. 

Ecotourism's main objective is to sustain the environment while ensuring current 

generations' managed utilization of its natural resource. As such revenue collected from 

touri st of nature wi ll be shared between loca l households and conservation programs. What is 

witnessed in the study area is different from this. As interview with key informant, WETA, 

k~bd~ as well as wereda officials confirmed no portion of revenue is allocated for 

conservation objectives. Examining through the records of WETA if there is part of income 

obta ined from tourists that is shed to conservation purposes none to be found. What is 

reported again and again is the amount (8% of the members' income) that is directed to needy 

non-WETA members of the community. Th is sum is nothing but the money needed to pay 

tax amount levied on 300 poorer member of the community. 

The site managers have not yet recogni zed nature tourists from among touri sts visiting 

Wonchi who wou ld be willing to donate to conservation programs. No donation mechanism 

created as far as assessed by thi s study. 

4.5.2 Effects of Ecotourism on Natural Environment 

In touri st destinations effects on eco logy occur as a result of both tourists' and residents' 

actions. Touri sts wi ll spoi l the environment with their litter droppings, their feet as they walk 

in mass and frequently through vegetated land, their noisy as well as in large number 

presence di sturb the rather peacefu l existence of both landmass and aquatic fl ora and fauna, 
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contaminate lake waters, and sometimes leave behind fi re in camp sites. Such effect of 

tourists on environment will be hi gher as the number of visitors coming to the area grows. 

Res idents of the locality on the other hand as they cut trees in aim of fulfilling simple 

household consumption need starting from fire wood to c learing forest in order to avai l 

farmland, by becoming cause to soil eros ion, the effect of wh ich degrade the upper land on 

one hand and create siltati on problem in water bodies of lower lying areas. 

Tourism invo lves highest mobility of persons, an imals and vehicles with in the destination 

area . Wi th mobility there is a lways state of increased contact with the elements of the 

environment where the previously attractive topography and water body will wear out. In this 

regard 99.2% of the sample HH, a ll who have passed the whole of their lives there and 

be lieved can gauge what even the slightest of change to their environment, replied there has 

not been unwanted effect caused by touri sts' fl ow that altered the scenic appearance of their 

place (Table 15). The remaining be lieves that the attracti veness of the site has been changed. 

The fact that great majority of the respondents replied as say ing the place's appearance is not 

touched by tourists could be attributed on one hand to the fact that number of touri sts that 

have been visiting the place is so few to impose any signifi cant impact on local environment, 

on the other hand could be attributed to the limited time tourists pass in thi s tourist 

destination. Wonchi area has been serving as one of the country' s tourist attraction for not 

more than ten years period. With in these less than ten years of operat ion the place 

accom modated onl y 30, 185 visitors (at least taking a figu re what records confi rm). From 

point of view of ecotourism destination to be visited onl y by a third of hundred thousand 

populations within ten years coul d raise questions such as is the place allractive enough in 

thejirst place? Or is it lack of marketing, lack of well established access to place, absence of 

accommodative fac ilities of th e place, or lack of favourable tourism po licy environment or 

the combined effect of these factors what did keep visitors' number down a case that call s for 

fu rther research, as it is beyond the objective this study. Nevertheless, it implies that less 

number of visitors is advantage to the environment. 

Likewise the length of time tourist pass in Wonchi is very compacted into fewer days of the 

week and fewer hours of the days. Touri sts arri ve in large number (large is to the place) on 

weekends, parti cularl y on Saturdays and Sundays. For instance records fro m WETA office 

show that a total of 425 visitors on the first weekend and 458 in the second weekend visited 

the area during the survey peri od of thi s research at Wonchi. If we consider the time tourists 
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come and leave the place, th is ana lys is is based on the observat ion conducted on ten 

randomly picked tourists, five fro m first week and five from second week, their stay in the 

area is not more than six hours on average. When compared to the average length of stay in 

other ecotourist destinations this could be concluded th e least. In Indonesia in the Bromo area 

foreign visitors stay as long as 1.65 days and Indonesian visitors 0.85 of a day on average 

(Cochrane, 2000). As many seem to travel to the place for few hours of sight see ing they 

arrive and exit quickly. However, some who travel for longer luxurious stay, which according 

to the two weeks observat ion are very few, are those who go on camping in the forest along 

the lake shore or stay at the private in vestor's lodge for overnight and leave the next day 

usually before noon. 

This shows that tourists do not stay longer hours in Wonchi and even during their stay many 

take their leave from the entrance as they can satisfy their sight see ing long easi ly without 

troubling themse lves walking down the hill to lake shore, and even if they stay their number 

is limited so is their supposed effect on destination area's nature . 

Similar conclusion can be drawn also from respondents ' reactions to other indicators put 

forward to them. Concern ing any possible hostile effect on water quality of the area after 

respondents were told what is meant by quality of water, (i.e. if lake water has bad odour, 

whether or not used [or human as well as an imal drink as it used to, and whether or not it is 

coloured, whether streams are drying out due to tourists as well as residents ' unfriendly 

contact of environment), only 11.5% reported that they have witnessed these effects, while 

88.5% say that they have not observed such a case. From the group responded yes to whether 

water quality has been negatively affected 42.18% of the respondents are those from vi llages 

around the lake and inside the crater. These are part of the respondents who have day to day 

contact with the lake water. 

Even so sample HHs who affirmed the presence of ill-fated effect on water bodies of the 

place reported that the drinkability of lake water has been affected badly since the 

introduction of fi sh to the lake. Species of fish was introduced by Wereda Agriculture and 

Rural Development Office in 2006 in aim of creating a lternative means oflivel ihood for local 

residents. According to the respondents therefore, this unleashed fi sh spec ies did not help 

their live lihood than contaminating the fresh water test of the lake. The fi sh species on the 

other hand cou ld not last long as it shown seemingly fast reproduction rate during its earliest 

period of introduction and dimini shed rapid ly after a wh ile. Some of interviewees from key 

88 



in formants relate this gradual disappearance of fish popu lation fro m lake with the retreating 

lake water size as silt from farmi ng of upper ground is increas ingly deposited in the lake. 

However, the di sappearance of fi sh is a mystery to wereda and kebele agriculture experts 

who promised to conduct study the case. 

Respondents were also enquired their percepti on about the state of wild animals and forest 

vegetations. Here also respondents were given the necessary informati on through the trained 

enumerators what is meant by the decrease of faunas (which is to mean whether res idents see 

frequently mammals such as water bucks, fox, apes, baboons, porcupine, hyena etc and birds 

in that loca lity). Similarly, respondents were oriented about the state of floras (which is to 

mean that whether or not trees and shrubs any member of loca l community knows very well 

throughout hi s/her life can be eas ily spotted and existin g in significant quantity in the 

loca lity). Therefore 38.5% believe that there is decrease in the number of wild animals as 

30.3% agree to the presence of decline of fl oras. Also 19.7% of the respondents described 

that animals flee the area as resu lt of di ffere nt unfriendly human actions. 

Wild animals in the locality, according to those who reported their decline, can not be 

observed from close distance nor can their voices be heard as it used to. There is limited or 

diminishing nuisance of mammals such as wild pig, porcupine, apes, baboons, and jackals 

that destroy or eat farmers' crops and domestic animals. Birds that used to feed and dwell 

around the lake and were previous ly seen with diversity are either absent or limited in their 

number as we ll as types. Since a ll HHs, except for those picked from Haro town, li ve in c lose 

contact to natural environment on day to day bases, no need of screening respondents' reply 

on village location deemed important in these latter cases. 

Added to the herds of horses wait ing over customers, ch ildren, horse renters and others 

(especially as Sunday is the market day of Haro town attracts causal visitors) tourists crowd 

the site entry spot. Moreover, touri sts' vehicles, as they come and leave the place, make huge 

amount of dust ri se that at times covers the whole town. It can be sa id that dust is the only 

main environmental problem caused directly by tourists' presence in Wonchi. On week days 

however the place including Haro town tum in to ghost ridden area as it seems no life 

motions except the ever busy wind blowing as much dust as ready to be transported . 

Residents especially those who li ve c lose to the road and in Haro town com plain the severity 

of the dust as even in th e absence of vehicles wi nd constantly puffs the exposed ground. 

Town dwe llers reported that they are compell ed to keep always their houses' doors closed. 
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However no hea lth problem is accounted for in thi s regard. The striking point in all the three 

is!ues raised here above is that respondent's recount in no vivid way these unwanted effects 

on wild animals as well as plants with the presence of touri sts. Touri sts ' action again is of 

li tlle s ignificance to bear any unhealthy outcome. 

The concern of loca l people towards natural resource s ince the start of ecotourism seems to 

be unaffected as the ana lys is of respondents on this point indicates. From 122 respondents 18 

(14.7%), (leaving out lager maj ority; 104 respondents-85.3%, who judged no change of care 

for environment), think concern over natural resources among members of local community 

is wan ing. Those who say care is diminish ing back their bel ief in thi s matter outline trees that 

have been reserved for centuries are s lashed, forest cover is dwindling, erosion has increased, 

and while all these have been taking place the public including government bodies in the 

locality have opted for passive responsibility. A key informant to thi s study on matters of 

natural environment divu lges that in be lief that ecotourism (meaning WETA) can take care of 

the environment loca l commun ity (non-members of WETA) has taken its hand out. A 76 

years old informant stated the situation as follows: 
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... Elders from the times of our forefathers preserved this water, forest and land 

resources with promises, vows, elders' declaration, and curse. Mothers and Fathers 

of this generation have managed to protect this place across the good and bad 

times ... Now this generation is destroying it carelessly. Young men cut old trees to 

make of them timber for market, for household furniture, even for wooden boat of 

theirs which they lise 10 rent to tOllrists, and for firewood that are transported in the 

night to Ambo and Addis Ababa. I have never witnessed such a disastrous action as 

this in my life. Now they even pull up the base of hacked tree as the roots are 

discovered to be good firewood resources now days. No body seems has the concern. 

Kebele officials I believe look indifferent as such mailers have slipt 01lt of their hands 

recently 

Table 4.10 Summary o/respolldellts' perceptioll 011 their local envirollmellt 

Perception of 
respond ents in 

Indicator I perrent 

Yes No 
Scenic bea uty deteriorated 0.8 99.2 

D ec rease in water quality 11.5 88.5 

Decrcnse in No, of fauna 38.5 61.5 

Decrease in No. of fl ora 30.3 69.7 

\Vild animals fl ee the area 19.7 80.3 

Change in the types of animals and plants 9.0 9 1.0 

Decrease in the people's concern for natural resources 14.7 85.3 

Increase in gully eros ion 9.0 91.0 

Increased remnant tree cutting 11 .5 88.5 

Previo usly vegetated areas clea red of their cover 9.8 90.2 

Settlement introdu(~ed to previously forested land 77.9 22. 1 

Source: Field survey, March, 2009. 

As regard to a plai n enquiry whether sample HHs have ever perce ived the introduction of 

settlements to previously untouched forest land the out come surprisingly reversed all of the 

prev ious rep li es. [n this case almost 80% answered that they know settlement is expanding in 

parts of the forest formerly such an act has been restrained from, while fewer than quarter of 

the respondents think otherwise. 

Now if many be lieve that settlement is going on in vicinities previously restricted formall y or 

in formally why many of them think the scenery's appearance is unmarked, why they report 

trees are not cut, vegetations are conserved, wild animals are not scared away, why they seem 
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to be convinced that people 's concern towards environment is resolute? These expressions 

when weighed against the latter that we are examining seem to conflicting. 

If there are new settlements go ing on in formerl y preserved parts, it means that the natural 

land cover is readjusted; trees will be destroyed, smaller vegetations covers will be cleared, 

faunas whose lives have been dependent on forest cover wi ll be chased away, soil erosion 

will increase as structures that would have provided a checkin g ro le are removed , so is water 

and air quality affected adversely. The underpinning prob lem to all these take place is, 

therefore, absence or limitedness of the needed attention to natural resource care and 

protection among the community and stake holders a like. 

Soil s of the area are characterized by easily di si ntegrating and light particles. One can 

imagine what could happen to such so il when its vegetation cover is rem oved. Also subject to 

vertica l descending the soil needs the least intervention of external force to alter the land into 

barren surface. 

The lake water has remained across centu ries pure drinkable water but susceptible to siltation 

as farming activity expands in the surrounding escarpments. Vi llages around the lake, though 

they have alternatives of 18 all weather springs surgi ng to the lake, use lake water for drink as 

well as for other household uses . .Respondents living around the lake indicated that they have 

noticed lake water co lour has changed in to darker through time from pure light sky blue 

co lour. They have al so reported that they have observed a remarkabl e decrease in water leve l 

during last ten years. People have coexisted with thi s unspoi led environment for years with 

min imum unavoidable extraction of its resources. Through time however population number 

grew above the carrying capacity of the land . 
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Although fi nding popu lation data from the past is impossible according to e lders of local 

community a century ago only nine fa milies were used to res ide a round the lake. At present 

close to 1000 households with the average family members of 5.5 8 people are li ving in the 

kebele. Almost nine hundred fold increment is witnessed if we assume there were nine 

families hundred or so years ago . As a result there is high demand for sett lement, agricultural 

land, grazing land etc (See plate 7). 

The need for more land and the lack of viable alternative economic activity that can divelt 

away the ever increasing pressure on land is putting Wonchi 's natural resource under 

immense perhaps an irreversible destructi on process. Forest is not only cut by axes but also 

cleared by fire power (See plate 9, 10, 11, and 12). 

February and March are the months of land preparation ahead for crop sawing. Farmers in 

every corner of the kebele were busy in clearing land for digging. Trees are cut at their bases 

and uprooted by long hoofed double pointed digging equipment. Since the soil is so soft and 

easil y breakable it wi ll not be difficu lt to uproot the remaining base from which tree is 

chopped down. 

Pulling out the cut tree bases is done in order to burn it down so as to prevent its fa st 

recovery, which peasants consider weed on one hand and to add potash to the soil from ashes 

of burnt tree. Some of them use pulled up root as firewood at home or for sa le. During field 

observation it is common to view each and every morning and afternoon unattended fire 

deliberately set to part of the forest (P late II and 12) . 

Kebele DA believes that th is year 2008/2009 alone more than 70 hectares of forested land is 

wiped out and turned into farm land. Repli es of sample HHs asked about the status of loca l 

forest in a separate question com ply with thi s DA's observation. From the total interviewed 

HH 53% bel ieve that a widespread forest c learance (destruction) is go ing on. Where as for 

18% of them no posit ive change happening in favour of improvement of forest coverage. 

Splitting sample HHs into the members and non-members of the assoc iation will find that 

52% from WET A members are conv inced that loca l forest status is improving; whi le 28% of 

them view natura l forest cover is deteriorating. Contrari ly two third of non-WET A members 

do not agree to the asseltion of forest cover recuperation, rather in the ir view destruction 

acti vity on forested land is getting worse. Out of 97 non-WETA members only s ix 

interviewees answered that natural fo rest standing is on rec lamation. 
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It is confirmed during field observation that no single soi l and water conservation (whether 

biological or physical measures) are used in the cultivated hill side as in the figure above. 

Above all there is not authorized body who claims a clear responsibility to protect natural 

forest. Given the prevalent natural forest slashing, the absence of responsible authority that 

ensures safeguarding local natural resource, and arising conflict among community members 

over the use of natural resouces Wonchi area biodiversity is on the brink of being wiped out 

very shortly. Apart from what the researcher found out on field observation has attempted to 

catch some of the ongoing forest destruction activities by camera. These pictures are believed 

to be the tangible testimonies of the widespread process of natural vegetation devastation. 

I 

Forest around the lake is not only main HH energy 
source for residents but for larger towns like Ambo, 
Ginchi and Addis Ababa(Figure 4.13 left), and 
appearance of steep sloped land after destruction of 
its natural cover across a village (Figure, 4.14 ) 

4.6 The Role of Local Government in Ecotourism Development 

Tourism is considered as one of the areas through which Government of Ethiopia wants to 

propel local economic growth. Given the country has affluent historical and cultural heritage 

with picturesque landscape and rich biodiversity the government aims at revenue drawn from 

the tourism sector would complement the countries development efforts. It is clear that loca l 
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government operates with in globa l, regional and national atmosphere. Leaving out the globa l 

as well as regional surroundings as these are beyond the reach of national government, 

development and drawing of needed amount of benefit from tourism sector needs at most a 

nati onal policy environment be conducive. However the major gap in this respect is that the 

country has not have a national policy direction under which the local government can 

operate. Central, regional, and loca l government' s share of responsibility, destination area 

community's area of participation and who should take the responsibility of the management 

of natural resources in the destination area need to be clearly underscored by the policy. 

There is an ini tiat ion at the Ministry of Culture and Tourism of the Federal Democratic 

Republic of Ethiopia to prepare national touri sm policy wh ich is at draft stage (yet to be 

endorsed). 

Thus, local governments have the responsibil ity from exploring the touri st attraction 

potentia ls to creating conducive env ironment for both tourism business in general, and for 

touri sts and tourist servi ce givers. Local governments have the essential part of ensuring that 

tourism based business would benefit if not all majority of the local community. Kebeles and 

weredas are expected to guarantee the poor and disadvantaged section of the community 

assisted from tourism operation taking place in the locality as some presented with the 

opportunity of initiating their own small businesses, others employed directly in tourist 

services and sti ll others given the chance of generating income from renting their property. 

Issues of tourism development therefore can be managed by these bodies since touri sm 

operation areas are usually smaller than weredas and most of kebele s ize. Tourism simi lar to 

other economic activities requires on one hand a clear cut policy direction. As per the policy 

direction guidance and regu lar monitoring and evaluation is so crucial to tourism that local 

communities as we ll as the nation reap from the sector the needed fruit. 

Gaps identified in local government's role in the study area: 

* Absence of clear means of local government involvement in overseeing the overall 

operation of WET A 

* No or limited influence of local government on groups involved in tourism service the 

effect of which is unjust benefit expropriation by few excluding majority of the 

community members. 

* No percept ible effort to improve and expand areas of promoting its attractions so that 

more benefit co uld be generated from more visitors. 
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• 

• Lack of integrati ng the local ecotouri sm endeavour into nation 's development strategy 

• Failure to guarantee environmental prese rvations such as preventing the pervasive 

forest destruction, so il erosion, the apparent retreat of lake water size and s il tation, 

and ru ining of the over all attraction of the site. 

• Incapab ili ty of local govern ment bodies to deliver good governance which is 

manifested by the want of some members of the community to cessed away not on ly 

from the kebele but also from the zonal administration. During group discussion as 

well as from an intervi ew with kebele administrat ion and key informants it was 

learned some element of Wonchi area community being di ssatisfied with 

admini strat ive service they obtai n from both South West Shoa zone administration as 

well as Haro Wonchi kebele admini stration have requested to e ither cessed to West 

Shoa zone ad ministrat ion or to a newer kebele of their own with in the present zone. 

• Ineffectiveness of loca l government in enforc ing ru le of law the consequence of 

which encouraged overuse of forest resources with damaging competition over 

resource use. Having seen nothing is happen ing to those caught with infringement of 

forest resource a tendency of prowling as much as one can before some body e lse 

exterm inates it with monopolized use is taking ground a larmi ngly among the 

community. 

• Manifestation of ambiguous authority between kebele administration and Wonchi 

Ecotouri sm Association (WETA) when it comes to natural resource conservation. 

* Neglecting or absence of concern by both regional government and central 

governm ent regard ing what is essentially happening to this loca lity' s immaculate 

natura l resources. 

• Governm ent role in improvi ng and expanding the existing infrastructure such as road, 

telecommu nications, power supply and touri sm offices. 

Generally in the study area local government's part in safeguarding both the interest of the 

natura l resource as well as the benefit o f local commun ity cou ld be concluded weak if not 

sa id entirely absent. Tourism business can only be sustained when on one hand society's 

economic as well as po li tical interests are served we ll and on the other hand when a judicious 

consumption of natura l resources is set up. Essenti a lly thi s is what ecotourism is a ll about. 

Ecotourism should not be a disguise of misappropriation of bounties of nature. It is factua l 

that touri sm business is under the contro l of the assoc iation. As we ll every dribble of benefit 

obtained from the activity goes directly into the receptacles of members. 
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Chapter Five 

Conclusion and Recommendations 

5.1 Conclusion 

The study was set to examine both positi ve and negative effects ecotourism has brought to 

local communities livelihoods and the environment. Using both qualitative and quantitative 

approach important findings have been uncovered. Thus, Haro Wonchi ecotourism, since its 

conception in 2001 has att racted c lose to 30,000 both domestic and foreign visitors up until 

today. The number of visitors and income earned from is on the increase. Thus about 20% of 

local community with an average famil y size of 5.5 people is directly benefiting from the 

sector after organized into horse and boat renting as well as tour guide gro ups. 

The sample households invo lved in ecotourism service g iving have made 2,786.6 birr on 

average annually durin g last seven years from ecotourism. It is reported that households 

generate up to 33% of their income from the sector. Ecotourism is the first important source 

of HH income for 32% and second impOltant source for 64% of sample households. 

Ecotourism is major driving force of income improvement for 56% of sample HHs in the last 

seven years. As such WETA members had as high as three times expendable money 

compared to non-WETA members during the mentioned period. WETA members tend to 

spend more income on assets such as building CI roofed houses, oxen and horses, and boats 

than non-WETA members validating the understanding that they are better earners. 

Comparatively the two groups showed variation in terms of wea lth as more proportion of 

well off and medium family is found in WETA than in non-WETA. 

The emergence of ecotouri sm has resulted in the coming into being of jarmer- lOurist service 

prov iders who have diversified their li velihood bases. Besides farming 194 households of 

WET A members reported hav ing the opportunity to engage in more than one touri sm-driven 

economic activity. The economic utilizati on of available HH as well as common resources 

has been discovered and scaled up with the arrival of ecotourism. The previously unnoticed 

additional economic im portance of fam ily assets such horses and boats have now became the 

major HH sources of income. About 24% of sample HHs rent horse, 16% prov ide boat 

service, 12% make their liv ing from tour guide. 
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Local community has also benefited in terms of empowerment. The commun ity has more or 

less an association in charge of ecotourism business of the area, although how representati ve 

this association is questionable. 

From infrastructure point of view Haro Wonchi has got a ll weather road that connects it to 

Ambo and Woliso, health post, two elementary schools, and telecommunication line the 

installation of which can not be directly related to income from ecotourism. 

Ecotourism gains are not equitably reaching all members of the community. Two female HH 

heads appear to be the only direct beneficiaries from over 172 female headed HHs in the 

community. Similarly it is found out that younger age groups (21 to 30 years of age) are the 

dominant (make half ofthe sample HH from WETA) ones. Distance from the main entrance 

to the site is found out to be one important factor to affect to become involved in ecotourism 

and beneficiary. More (50%) of WETA members live with in a radius of 1.1 km distance 

from the gate than non- members (less than 10%). Statistical analysis revealed also 

membership has to do with educational level of HH. WETA members appear to have more 

schooling than the rest. 

Despite several benefits enjoyed by local people from ecotourism the study has found out 

also its adverse effects. One major loss as result of ecotourism for 20% of respondents is 

land holding. One - tourth of these happen to be deprived of half hectare whi le 40% of them 

lost a hectare. A total of 14.5 hectare of peasant farmland is reported to have reassigned to 

ecotourism. Simi larly ecotourism is reported to have aggravated the already acute grazing 

land problem in the area. 

Distraction of labour from farm ing and decline of work culture are other adverse effects of 

ecotour ism learned by the study. Moreover emergences of illegal land dealings, residents ' 

suscept ibility to exploitation their holdings, and illegal land ownersh ip of are the unintended 

consequences of ecotourism in Wonchi. Cropping up of disputes and conflicts over the use of 

resources and the failure of the association to contain community members' needs are the 

social problems created as resu lt of ecotourism . 

Sample HH are well aware of the importance of local resource as they indicated that it is this 

local natural resource that visitors are attracted to. However, as to contribution of ecotourism 

to the conservation of the environment HH have different view. From WETA members 60% 

believe ecotourism has helped the protection and preservation of natural resources. 

Contrarily 66% of non-WET A members think it did not help environmental protection. As to 
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measures taken by ho useho lds to conserve the env ironment seventy three percent of WETA 

reported that they are guarding, planting trees, building erosion preventive structures. 

Oppos ite to thi s all non-WETA mem bers believe no HH in the community has taken any 

positive action that would enhance environmental conservations. The study has learned also 

the necessary concern from local authorities towards loca l resource is minimal. Law 

enforcement is weak on matters of environmenta l protection. No trai nings on awareness and 

sk ill of natural resource conservati on are given. Mechanisms of resource inventory and 

management are absent. From revenues of ecotourism no amount of money is allocated to 

environmental objecti ves . Field observations and interviewees indicated that no single soi l or 

water conservation mechanism is used. 

Consequently one of the major attraction of Wonchi; its forest resource is under great 

destructions. About 97% of non-W ETA members in add ition to 28% of WETA members 

indicated forest cover of the area is wiping out fast. Development experts in the kebele 

believe about 70 hectare of green land is turned in to farm land this year a lone. Some of 

pictures taken the on goi ng deliberate forest fire and clearances confirm at least that natura l 

vegetation cover is not on the improving direction. There is also an adverse effect on the lake 

water as respondents revealed it has shown manifested some bad sme ll and foul test. 

[n conclusion, a lthough some contribution in terms of HH income improvement and 

diversification of livelihood fo r limited number of households is observed from Haro Wonchi 

Ecotourism init iative, it is proved that it has failed to playa decisive role of providing the 

local community with viable alternative means of livelihood. It has fai led as of yet to relieve 

the pressure on natural resources. Rather benefits are limited and monopolized by smaller 

number of commun ity members as the same time women and the poor have not made the 

rightful gainers. Its contribution to the local infrastructure development is minimal. Services 

provision to tourists is not developed. Localities have entered into competition over the use of 

natural resources which has augmented its rapid devastation. 

Lack of rigorous care and oversight by government, and strong institution and regulation has 

exacerbated the negative impacts on community, env ironment and ecoto urism business itse lf. 

Generally according to the definition of ecotourism adopted for thi s study Wonchi ecotourism 

cannot currently be considered as a successfull y operating ecotourism destination. The 

soc ioeconomic community benefits are very limited, tourism generated funds for 

conservation are entire ly non-ex istent and ed ucational opportunities for tourists as well as for 

local people are also absent. 
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5.2 Recommendations 

Based on the formal survey results, informal di scussions, and these major outcomes of the 

study the fo llowing recommendations are forwarded: 

• Job opportunities and income generated from ecotourism in Wonchi are considered 

very small in relation to the presence of large number of expectant needy population. 

Perhaps th is needs the broaden ing of opportunities through attracting more number of 

visitors since currently the number of tourists is too small to sustain community 

benefits. It might require both the national, regional and local government running 

intensive promotion of Wonchi 's attraction sites. 

• Residents are well aware of the importance of local natural resources and are 

optim istic about benefits that ecotourism wi ll bring. Direct benefits, however, are 

limited to small portion of community members. Th us corrective measures that ensure 

that a ll community members fairly gain benefits from ecotourism need to be taken. 

• The kind and quality of services provided for tourists a re very limited and poor 

contribut ing to the limited income generated from the sector. Accommodation places 

such as lodges, tourist information centres and more entertainment places are some of 

the areas that need swift reaction from investors and the likes. 

• This ecotourism project after commencement is left on to its own way of operation. 

That helps to avoid unnecessary government interference. However, since the concept 

of ecotourism itself is not only new to offic ials themse lves but more unfamiliar 

endeavour to the community it is eminent that exploitative e lement in the community 

who want to take advantage of the general community and control all gains from the 

sector crop up in such activities based on common resources. Therefore, government 

intervention must exist in areas such as benefit distribution, resource management, 

and oversighting the overall community-association-environment re lationship. The 

association's revenue needs to be audited regularly for the members own interest and 

government should levy income tax on the activity. 

• Future community based ecotourism projects to be viable shou ld be designed in such 

away that they include the youth and educated elements of the comm unity. 

• One of the preventive factors against generating as much as possible benefit from 

touri sts is fa ilure of WETA in enhancing tourist stay time in the area and inability of 

tour gu ides to show tourists around except the crater. Culture and Tourism Bureau 

102 



must take the responsibility of rais ing the awareness of WET A members through the 

necessary tra inings. 

• Lack of skill regardin g areas of involvement limits women to extract as much ga ins as 

available potenti a lly. Training package as to how to serve tourists and being benefited 

should be in place by pertinent bodies such as governmental women affairs offices 

and culture and tourism office. 

• Lack of law enforcement is the major constraint putting natural resources of the area 

there by ecotourism business in danger. Local government' s involvement hi ghly 

required in thi s respect. 

• The conservation of loca l natural resources currently is without a responsible body 

which aggravated its fast destruction. This calls for the government delegating a clear 

and separated responsibil ity to a capable body. 

• Ecotou ri sm without awareness as how to preserve the environment simply is unviable 

undertak in g. Governmental and non-governmental organizations working in the area 

of environment need to offer trainings to save the highl y threatened pri stine resources 

ofHaro Wonchi from being wiped out fast. 

• Other strategies have to be found fo r protecting the forest. In this case, rather than 

proposing unrea li stic tourism schemes, it would be more effective to increase the 

ava ilability of long-term sources of fuel wood, introduce fuel- saving technologies 

such as energy saving stoves, and improve agricultura l methods, parti cularly through 

soi l erosion-control measures, terracing, crop diversification . 

• The success or fa ilure of Won chi Ecotourism has a far reaching implication for the 

futu re ecotourism project designs. Therefore its overall project design, the targeted 

benefits, and the way local ecotourism association is organized needs to be reassessed 

and bottle-necks of the project a lleviated, and vital values ga ined be strengthened. 
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Annex 1 

Sample HH Wealth status based on the criteria set by FGD di sclissants and interviewees 

N Wealth Proportion 
Local Criteria 

0 strata 
WETA 

Non-
WETA 

- 5000 ensel 

- Cl Sheer roofed house both in lown and 
countryside 
- More (han 10 caws 
- Farm with oxen 
- Three horses (one maleJor riding, female and other 

1 
Rich forfreight) 

12% 7. 1% 
(Dureessa) - Annual income a/birr 15000 

- HH having bank saving 
- One donkey 
- More Ihon 50 sheep and goats 
- Educate children in larger lowns like Addis 
Ababa, Ambo and Woliso 
- Rent aill oxen andfarmland 
- Owns 1200- 1500 enset plant 
- More Ihanfive cows 
- Who manages well his family and his farm 
- Has no problem in sending children to school 

Medium - Owns 20 sheep alld gOals 

2 (Gidduugaleess 
- One horse to ride 75% 70.5% 

a) 
- One donkey 

- Two-five cows 
- Annual income of birr 5000· 7000 
- Has CI Sheet roofed hOllse or newly buill grass 
thatched roof house 
- Farm;ng-'!~_ hu11lan power 

- 100 to 150 enset plant 
- One or two sheep or goats 
- Own no cow 

3 
Poor - Farming by human power 

12% 22.4% 
(Hiyyeessa) - Small grass thatched roofed house 

- Annual income less than 100 
- Cannot afford the education of children 
- Who owns farmland of its own 

Source: Own field survey, March, 2009. 

Note: "'Members oflhe community believe that there also a category of poorest of the poor, a 
kind of HH which does not own any property. 
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Annex 2 SamEle HH Livestock EroEert~ 
Cow Oxen Bull Heifer Horsc/Mu Donkey S heep GOlit Poultry Total 

'" Ie .. 
'" .c 
E 
'" TNLO 16.00 6.00 4.001 11.002 24.00 15.00 102.00 10.00 65.00 241.00 
E 
;Ii ANLO 0.64 0.24 0.16 0.44 0.6432 0.39 4.08 0.400 2.60 9.64 
;Ii 
-< Max 1.00 2.00 1.00 1.00 2.00 1.00 20.00 5.00 10.00 31.00 
E-< 

0.00 ~ Min 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
~ TLU 16.00 6.00 4.00 11.00 16.08 9.75 10.2 1.00 0.325 74.105 

ATLU- 2.96IivestocklHH 

TNLO 61.00 43.00 48.00 51.00 81.00 58.00 369.00 IlI.O 291.00 11 16.0 
-< 
E-< ANLO 0.6289 0.4433 0.4948 0.5258 0.8351 0.5979 3.8041 1.1443 3.0103 11.5 
~ 

~ Max 2.00 2.00 2.00 2.00 2.00 2.00 15.00 11.00 7.00 34.00 , 
= Min 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 c :z TLU 61.00 43.00 48.00 51.00 54.27 37.70 36.90 II. 1 1.455 344.43 

Grand LO Total 77.0 49.0 52.0 62.0 105.0 73.0 471.0 121. 357.0 1357. 

TLU G. lota l 77.00 49.00 52.00 62.00 70.35 47.45 47.10 12.1 1.78 418.53 

ATLU- 3.55IivestocklHH for non·WETA, and 3.43 liveslocklHH for Ihe enlire sample 

TNLO=Tolal Number of Liveslock 
ANLO= Average Number of Livestock 
Max= Maximum Number of cattle under consideration 
Min= Minimum number of cattle under consideration 
TLU= Tropical Livestock Unit using conversion factor : 1 Ca llie = 1.0, calf=0.5, Isheep=O.I ,1 
horse=0.67, I donkey=0.6S, I goal=O. I, and I poultry=O.OOS (Dangew, 2006) 
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Annex 3 Horse waiting at the main entrance to the site over tourists arrival 

Annex 4 Privately Owned Wonchi Lodge 
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Annex 5 Some of Focus Group Discussion Participants (Women Group) 

Annex 6 Part ofHaro Town 
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Annex 7 The difficult road to data 
gathering (left) and data gathering at 
village of Gergis, Ato Teshome Nata'a 
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Annex 8 

A) Questionnaire Prepared for Households 

As part of my M.A program fulfilm ent in Addis Ababa University I am conducting a research 

that is set to find out the effect of Ecotourism on Livelihoods of Local Community and the 

Environment in Lake Wenchi area. Dear respondent I will appreciate if you could fill up this 

questionnaire. I humbly request you to give your reply to each of the follow ing questions 

honestly, responsibly and with out hes itation and fear. Please be informed that any 

information obtained in connection wi th this study that can be identifi ed with you will remain 

strictly confident ial. I assure you no one will be identified in any case. 

Thank you very much in advance! 

1. General 

1.1 . Name of the interviewee _____ kebele _____ Oot 

1.2. Age: 18<years D 8-25 0 25-35 0 35-45 0 
45 and above D 

1.3. Sex of the household head : Female D Male 0 
104. Marital status of the household head 

Married 0 never MarriedO divorced 0 widowed 0 
1.5. Famil y Size 
1.6. Level of ed l-,c-a--;-tio- n- :-a-c)--;-il"'li:-te-r-at-e--;-b-c)--=O::-rade I_8th c) Above Orade 8th 

1.7. Ethnic group: a) Oromo b) Amhara c) Ourage d) others 
1.8. Re ligion : I) Christian 2) Muslim 3) others (p lease specify). __ _ 

1.9. For how long you resided here? 

:::: IOyrs D 11-20yrs 0 21-30yrs D 
31-40 D :::: 4lyrs D 

2. Questionnaire on household livelihood characteristics 
2.1. What are the major economic activities your fami ly's livelihood depends on? 
Please list them in order of importance to you: 

2.2. Is there other economic activity in around your loca li ty other than 
fann ing? 

I f yes speci fy--;----; __ ,----;-___ _ 
2.3 . Has your farm land size changed si nce ecotourism is introduced 

in arou nd your area? 
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2.4. Is there change in the size of your farmland recently? ______ _ 
If yes how? 
In creased 

Decreased._--;--:-
2.4. If yes how much it affected your HH yield? _______ _ 

2.5. Is there any change in your income recently? 
Yes _ _ _ 
No_~ __ 

2.5.l.Ifyour income has changed what could be the reason? 
A) Increase of your farm land 
B) Use of agricultural inputs 
C) Prince increase for agricultural products you produce 
0) Sale of items or products to tourists 
E) Rent of pack animals to tourists 
F) Service you give as guide to tourists 
G) Other (specify) ___ _ 

2.6.00 you recognise the presence of ecotourism in your 
area? _______________ __ _ 

2.7.How many of your fami ly members are engaged on activities 
serving ecotourists? 

One Two Three Four ___ _ 
None 

2.7.1. If any of your famil y member participate in ecotourism how 
do you express the duration of time on the job? 

Working Full 
time on 
Ecotourism Occasionally 

2.7.2. If your answer to the above question is none what do you 
think is the reason is? Is it because: 
A) You do not prefer to work on touri st related works? 

Five __ _ 

B) You can support your fami ly by other activity than tourism works? 
C) The ecotourist activity is far from you? 
D) You do not know how to serve tourists? 
E) You think it is somebody else's work? 
F) You do not have access to the ecotourism site? 
G) Other reason (specify) _ ____ _ 

2.7.3 .If any member of your fami ly is engaged on any activ ity serv ing 
ecotourists in your area could you name the type of job he/she 
isengagedin? ___ ________________ _ _ 

2.8 How do you see the presence of ecotourism site in your local ity? 
A) As a threat to your farm land? 
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B) As a threat to your culture? 
C) As a threat to your commun ity? 
D) As a threat to your chance of development? 
E) As an opportunity for development of your local ity? 
F) As an opportunity for infrastructure development in your locality? 
G) As a threat to the conservation of your local environment? 
H) As an opportunity for the preservation of the lake and surround ing 

environment? 
2.9. Do you think every body in your community is benefiting from 

ecotourism activity in you r area? 
Yes. __ _ 

No.-:-_ -._ 
2. 10. If you replied no to the above question who do you think more 

benefiting? 
A) The kebele of officials and their relat ives 
B) The youth group 
C) The land less 
D) Male youth group 
E) Women 
F) Handicrafts 
G) Those near the site 
H) Those close to the road 
I) Thouse who rent out their animals 
J) Those that have the interest in servi ng touri sts 

2. 11. Could you identify the type of benefit you or others are obtaining from 
ecotourism act ivity of your loca lity? Indicate answer by encircling. You 
may provide more than one answer 

A) HH sources of income diversified? 
B) Employment benefits? 
C) Market benefits such as the sale of local made products? 
D) Accesses to world 's way of life? 
E) Improvement of attitude and understanding? 
F) Educational opportun ity? 
G) Diversification of activities that support your fami ly's income? 

2. 12. As a communi ty what is the advantage you benefited due to ecotouri sm in your 
loca li ty? 

A) Access of road 
B) The construction of hea lth institute in the vicinity 
C) The opening of school near by 
D) The opportunity of credit offering organizations in the loca li ty 
E) The spread of micro and small business enterprises in the loca lity 
F) The increase of communica itn with out side world 
G) The chance of be ing heard by the local authority 
H) All of the above 

2. 13. Which the following assets you ga ined/purchased since the last ten years? 
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Increased/improved 

Yes NoC,I) 

Asset ca tegory ,I Estimates in 

birr 

Livestock 

Ag ricultura l of farm cquipmcnts 

C.I ron roof house built 

Bui lt Boat 

Tape rceor'der 

Household utensils and materials such as 

sofa, bed and sponge mattress, or other 

Tv sct, telephone apparatus, satellite dish 

Bought any motor or vehicle 

Opened shop 

Farm land size 

Sending children to school 

Saved in cash 

2.13. How do you express your household income from ecotourism activities 
Poor . Fair . Good . Very Good (use ,I) 

2.14. Cou ld you indicate your annual income? 

A) < birrl 000 B) 1000-2000 C) birr 3000-4000 
0) birr 4000-S000 E) birr SOOO-I 0000 F) above birr 10000 

2.1 S. Has your way of farm changed since last seven years? 

Yes ___ . No, ____ _ 

2.16.lfthere has been any change which one is it? (Multiple answers is 
Possible, encircle your choice) 

A) Increased types of crops you produce 
B) Limited li vestock to one or few types of crop production 
C) Increased si ze 
0) Limited the number and types of livestock reared 
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E) Utiliz ing other activ ities to SUppOlt your fa mily's income 
F) Q uit farm activity entire ly for other ac ti vity 
G) Moved out to other loca lity in search of farm land 

2. 17. Do you thin k that there is improvement in tour vulnerability to food insecurity since 
then years? 

Yes No (Usd) 
2. 18. Ifthere as any change what do yo u think is the reason? 

A) Received agricultural extension servi ce support 
B) Increased land holding 
C) Divers ified economic activity 
D) Help received from relatives 
E) Switching of occupation to non agricultural activities 
F) Other reason (spec ify) 

2.19. Livestock? ____ _ 
2. 19.llf yes how many sheep goats cows, ___ _ 
heifer , bull , oxen , donkeys , horses __ _ 
Pou ltry ? 

2.20. Do you have free access to grazing land? 
Yes .No (use-J) 

2.2 1. Do you think the presence of ecotouri sm affected access to grazll1g 
land? _____________________________ _ 

2.22. How do you view your HH wea lth status? 
Wealthy ___ _ 
Medium ---
Poor-=-:-____ _ 
Any Other 
2.22. I Wh-at-Ck:-:i-n-:-d -o-::[ -a HH is 

Wea lthy _______________________ _ 

Medium ------------------------

Poor __________________________________________________________ _ 

2.23. Do you think the ecotourism business will sustain to the future? If no could you 
explain why? __________________________________________________ _ 

2.24. What gains or harm s do you perce ive if ecotouri sm expands in the future? 
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Individually (at HI-I 
Level 

For the Community 

Gains 

B) Questionnaire on Issues Related to Local Environment 

Problems 

I. Do you think that your environmental conservation awareness is improved of 
recently? 
Yes . No (Use -J) 

2. What actions have you been taking to preserve your local natural resources? 

3. How do you describe the fertility nature of your land? 
Is it improv ing ? 
Is it deteriorating ? 
Noc~np ? 

4. What effect do you think that the presence of ecotouri sts in your surrounding has 
brought to your area' s forest, grassland, springs, lake, villages orland the scenery? 

5. How do you percieve ecotourists' concern for your local env ironment? 
A) Show no ca re at all 
B) Show little care 
C) Some are careful while others do not care 
D) Many are unaware of the env ironment 
E) All show much care for the environment 

6. Have your realized that the flow of tourists is as a result of tour long preserved area? 
Yes . No ) «Use -J) 

7. What do you think of the state of vegetation cover in locality ever since exotou rism is 
introduced? 
Increasing _ ____ _ 
Decreasing _ ____ _ 
No change_.--_ _ _ _ 
(Please (Use -J) 

8. Whose responsibility is that to protect your local environment? 
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A) Everyone of us who live in the loca lity 
B) It is somebody else 's worry 
C) It is government ' s issue 
D) It is kebele officials' responsibility 
E) It is problem of local people who benefit from the ecotourism 
F) Tourists, kebele offi c ials, residents and the government 

9. What features of ecotourism do you like in your place? 

IO.Why? ______________________________________________ __ 

I I. Would you explain the differences in environmental conservation you have observed 
since the introduction ofecotourism in your locality? 
A) __________________ _ 

B) __________________ _ 
C) ________________ __ 

D) ________ ~~~~---
12. Have you ever received training on matters related to conservation of natural 

environment? 
Yes No ________ ___ 
12. 1. Who gave you the training? 

12.2. On what topics was the training? 

13. Have actions that are taken to sati sfy ecotourism affected your farm land? 
Yes . No-:-____ -:-: 

14. If your answer is yes please explain how it affects your farmland 

15. Do you think the construction of roads in you r loca lity to serve ecotourists affected 
your surrounding environment? 

Yes . N 0--:----: __ ----:-_ 
16. Discuss negative effects the introduction of road to the area has caused 

17. What would happen to lake Wonchi area environment without ecotourism? 
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18. Can yo u associate the presence of ecotouri sm to one or more of the following 

injurious effects? (Please indicate your answer by marking .y you may provide more 

than one answer.) 

Decrease in the aesthetics of the area ---
Decease in water qua lity of your place ___ _ 

Decrease in the number of fl ora - - --
Decrease in the number of fauna ___ _ 

Diversities resources to ecotouri sm alone _ _ _ 

Change in the composit ion of plants and animals in the area _ _ 

Decrease in the concern of loca l people gives to the environment __ _ 

Increase in gu lly erosion ___ _ 

Increased so il erosion in the previously intact areas. ____ _ 

Caused sett lement in the previously reserved areas, ____ _ 

Resu lted in vegetation loss in that loca li ty _______ _ 

C) Checklists for Focus Group Discussion 

I. Economic opportunities offered to the local community by ecotouri sm 

2. Changes in livelihoods of the ind igenous community 

3. The awareness created on env ironment related issues 

4. The extent to which ecotourism opportunities exploited by the local residents 

5. The nature of gender as well as all age group participation in environment 

conservation and protection in the loca li ty 

6. Environmental problems caused due to the introduct ion of ecotouri sm to the area 

7. The challenges of ecotollrism development 

8, Can ecotourism susta in with present conservation method 

9. What are problems related to ecotouri sm? 

10. How much loca l peop les' livelihoods is dependent on ecotourism operations 

I I. How do you express the nature of you r land ho ldings and the products obtained from 

each annually? 

12. What is the expectation and 

13. threat in re lat ion to ecotouri sm? 
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