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Notation

C =Differentiable functions
C2=Twice differentiable functions
C∞=Infinitely differentiable functions
Nn= n-tuple of Natural number
Rn= n-tuple of Real number
C=complex number
i.e.=that is
N.B= nota bene
〈, 〉=Inner product
reg=Region
supp=Support
Fx=Fourier transform of a derivative with respect to x
Fy=Fourier transform of a derivative with respect to y
f ∗ g=Convolution the functions fandg
D(Ω)=The set of test functions
D
′
(Ω)= Distribution

S(Ω)=Schwartz test functions
S
′
(Ω)=tempered distributions

L(D)=linear differential operator
∂=Partial derivatives
4 = ∂

∂x21
+ ∂

∂x22
+ ...+ ∂

∂x2n
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Abstract

In this report, we discuss about distributions and show how to find fun-
damental solutions of linear differential operators with constant coefficients
with the help of Fourier transform.
Then find the fundamental solution of heat conducting operators and state
the properties of this operator.
Using these we state and solve the Cauchy problem for heat conducting op-
erator.
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Introduction

The Theory of distribution functions has exerted a strong influence on the
development of the theory of linear differential equations.
In Mathematics,a fundamental solution for the Linear Partial Differen-
tial Operator L(D) is a formulation of solution in the language of Distribution
theory.In terms of the Dirac delta ”function” δ(x),a fundamental solution ε
is the solution of the inhomogeneous equation:

L(D)ε = δ.

Here ε is assumed to be a distribution. The existence of the fundamental so-
lution for any operator with constant coefficients -the most important case,
directly linked to the possibility of using the convolutions to solve an arbi-
trary right hand side was shown by Bernard Malgrange[2](1953) and Leon
Ehrenperies[2](1954).
For equations involving partial derivatives the solution, generally speaking,
depends on arbitrary functions.Therefore, to isolate a particular solution
describing a real physical process, it is necessary to give additional condi-
tions.These additional conditions are boundary value conditions: or initial
and boundary conditions.Cauchy’s problem for equations of parabolic type
:Initial conditions are given, the region Ωcoincides with the whole spaceRn

and boundary conditions are absent.It is well known that the Fourier Trans-
form plays an important role in finding fundamental solutions of a linear
partial differential equation.
In this paper we first introduce distributions and its Fourier Transform.
Next, finding fundamental solutions using the Fourier Transform.In the last
section,formulating generalized Cauchy problem for heat conducting equation
then finding the generalized and classical solutions of the Cauchy problem
for heat conducting equation.
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Chapter 1

Preliminaries

In this chapter we consider basic properties of function spaces and distribu-
tions. Several results and techniques of this chapter are frequently used in
later chapters.

1.1 Function space and distribution

Definition 1.1.1. A function space is linear space whose points are func-
tions.

i.e.It is a space made of functions.

1.1.1 Lp spaces

Let p be a real number and Ω be a measurable set in Rn.
ThenLp space is defined as follows:

Definition 1.1.2. The Lp space is a set of real or complex-valued Lebesgue
measurable functions f(x)on Ω that satisfy∫

Ω

|f |pdµ <∞,

for 1 ≤ P <∞.
Example 1.1.1. L3[0, 8] consists of all functions f(x) for which the integral∫ 8

0

|f(x)|3dx <∞
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Definition 1.1.3. A function f : Rn → R is called (Lebesgue-) inte-
grable,if ∫

fdx <∞

Let we define the norm of the Lp space by,

||f ||Lp(Ω) = (
∫

Ω
fpdx)

1
p , for 1 ≤ p <∞.

We define the Lebesgue space ,LP (Ω) = {f : ||f ||Lp(Ω) <∞}

Example 1.1.2. L1(Ω), L2(Ω), when p = 1 and p = 2

Definition 1.1.4. Functions in L2(Ω) are called square-integrable func-
tions

properties of Lp spaces

Lemma 1.1.1. The space Lp(Ω)is a linear space.

Proof. For f, g ∈ Lp(Ω) and α ∈ R orC
we have αf ∈ Lp(Ω).
Also, there holds,

∫
Ω

|f + g|pdx ≤
∫

Ω

(|f |+ |g|)pdx

≤
∫

Ω

(2max{|f |, |g|})pdx

= 2p
∫

Ω

max{|f |p, |g|p}dx

≤
∫

Ω

|f |p + |g|pdx <∞

The space of continuous and compactly supported functions is dense in
Lp(Rn).

Definition 1.1.5. (Convergence in the mean).
Let fn(x) be a sequence of functions which belong to Lp[a, b]. If there exists
a function f(x) ∈ Lp such that

lim
n→∞

∫ b

a

|fn − f |pdx = 0

2



Definition 1.1.6. (Cauchy sequences in Lp spaces).
A sequence of functions fn(x) is said to be a Cauchy sequence if

lim
m,n→∞

∫ b

a

|fn(x)− gm(x)|pdx = 0

Definition 1.1.7. (Completeness of an Lp space).
An Lp space is said to be complete if every Cauchy sequence in the space
converges in the mean to a function in the space.

Definition 1.1.8. (Continuous linear functional)
If X is a linear space then a function f : X → C is said to be

1. linear if
f(c1ϕ1 + c2ϕ2) = c1f(ϕ1) + c2f(ϕ2), ∀ϕ1, ϕ2 ∈ X and c1, c2 constants.

2. continuous if
{ϕn} ⊆ Xsuch that ϕn → ϕ implies that f(ϕn)→ f(ϕ).

1.1.2 Test Functions in D(Ω)

Let Ω ⊂ Rn be an open set.We recall that if f is a continuous function on
Ω,the support of f is the set

supp(f) = {x : f(x) 6= 0}.

Let α = (α1, α2, α3, ...., αn) ∈ Nn
0 where N0 = {0, 1, 2, 3, ...}and

Nn
0 = N0 xN0 xN0 x...x N0︸ ︷︷ ︸

n.times
is called multi index and its length is

|α| = α1 + α2 + α3 + ...+ αn.

The partial derivative of the function f(x) with the order of
|α| = α1 + α2 + α3 + ...+ αn is defined by

Dαf(x) =
∂α1

∂xα1
.
∂α2

∂xα2
. . .

∂αn

∂xαn
f(x)

where,D0f(x) = f(x)

3



Definition 1.1.9. (Class of functions Ck(Ω))
A set of functions f ,continuous together with the partial derivative Dαf(x),
|α| ≤ k(0 ≤ k <∞), forms in the region Ω a class of functions Ck(Ω).

A function f in the region Ω is called C∞(Ω), if Dαf(x) is continuous
function in the region Ω for α ∈ Nn

0 .
N.B :If Ω is a domain with smooth boundary then supp(f) is compact in Ω

1. if and only if f vanishes near ∂Ω. i.e:f(x) = 0,∀x ∈ Ω/K, supp(f) ⊆ K.
or

2. if its support is closed and bounded set in Ω.

Definition 1.1.10. The spaces of infinitely differentiable functions with com-
pact support in Ω is defined as

D(Ω) := {f : Ω→ C; f ∈ C∞(Ω), and supp(f) is compact in Ω} = C∞c (Ω).

This space is called a test function.
The set of test functions, the supports of which are contained in the given
region Ω, is denoted by D(Ω); in this way

D(Ω) ⊆ D(Rn)

.

properties of Test Functions in D(Ω)

1. Differentiation:
The operation of differentiation Dβϕ(x) is continuous from D(Ω) to
D(Ω) if ϕn(x)→ ϕ(x) as n→∞ in D(Ω) then Dβϕn(x)→ Dβϕ(x).

2. Multiplication by a function a ∈ C∞(Rn):
Let ϕ(x) ∈ D(Rn) then a(x)ϕ(x), are continuous from D(Rn) into
D(Rn).

Example 1.1.3.

f(x) =

{
exp 1

(1−|x|)2 , |x| < 1

0, |x| > 1

4



Show that f is a test function over R.
verification : If K ⊂⊂ V ⊂⊂ V ⊆ R
where K is compact and V is an open,then∃ϕ ∈ D(Ω)
such that ϕ = 1 on K and supp(ϕ) ⊆ V .

supp(f) = {x : f(x) 6= 0} = [−1, 1]

since [−1, 1] is closed and bounded.
Thus f(x)has a compact support in [−1, 1]and
f(x)is infinitely differentiable in this region.
Hencef(x)is a test function in[−1, 1]

1.1.3 Test Functions in S(Ω)

Definition 1.1.11. The set of test functions S(Ω) all functions the class
C∞(Ω)which decreases as |x| → ∞, together with all their derivatives, faster
than any power of |x|−1.

Definition 1.1.12. The Schwartz space S(Ω) of rapidly decreasing function
is the set of infinitely differentiable functions f : Ω→ C such that
∀β, β ∈ Nn

0 ,

sup | xα ∂
β

∂xβ
ϕ(x) |< +∞,∀x ∈ Ω. (1.1)

Example 1.1.4. Rapidly decreasing function.

properties of Test functions in S(Ω)

1. S(Ω) is a linear space.
if ϕn → ϕ as n → ∞ in D(Ω),then, since the supports of ϕn are
bounded independently of n, the limiting result (1.1 ) is valid for all
α and β, which means that ϕn → ϕ as n→∞ in S(Ω) .
Hence,D(Ω) ⊆ S(Ω)
However,S(Ω) does not coincide with D(Ω);

Example 1.1.5. The function exp(−|x|2) belongs to S(Ω), but does
not belong to D(Ω).
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2. The operations of differentiationDβ(x) continuous from S(Ω) to S(Ω).
This follows from the definition of the convergence of the space S(Ω).

3. Multiplication:
Let the function a ∈ C∞(Rn)grow at infinity, together with all its
derivatives, no faster than the polynomial

|Dαa(x)| ≤ Cα(1 + |x|)mα (1.2)

We shall denote the set of such functions by θM . The operation of multipli-
cation by the function a ∈ θM is continuous from S(Ω) to S(Ω).
Verification:If ϕ ∈ S(Ω), then aϕ ∈ S(Ω) , and
if ϕn → ϕ as n→∞ in S(Ω).
Then ∀α, β

xβDα(a(x)ϕn(x)) −→ xβDα(a(x)ϕ(x)), x ∈ Rn

that is a(x)ϕn(x) −→ a(x)ϕ(x) as n→∞ in S(Ω) .

1.1.4 Convergence of Functions in D(Ω) and in S(Ω)

Definition 1.1.13. The sequence of function ϕ1, ϕ2, ϕ3, ..., ϕn from D(Ω)
converges to the ϕ ∈ D(Ω) if

1. ∃K ⊂⊂ Ω : supp(ϕn) ⊂ K, ∀n ∈ N

2. ∀α ∈ Nn
0 , D

αϕn(x)→ Dαϕ(x) in D(Ω),∀x ∈ Ω.

In this case we shall write : ϕn → ϕ as n→∞ in D(Ω).

Definition 1.1.14. The sequence of functions ϕ1, ϕ2, ϕ3, ..., ϕn belonging to
S(Ω) converges to the function ϕ ∈ S(Ω) as n → ∞ in S(Ω), if for all
α and β

xβDαϕn =⇒ xβDαϕ as n→∞ (1.3)
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1.1.5 Distributions in S
′
(Ω) and D

′
(Ω)

Distribution in D
′
(Ω)

Definition 1.1.15. Distribution in D
′
(Ω)is a class of continuous linear func-

tional that maps a set of test function in D(Ω) in to the real (complex) num-
bers.
i.e:A function f : D(Ω)→ C such that

1. 〈f, ϕ〉 ∈ C

2. 〈f, c1ϕ1 + c2ϕ2〉 = 〈f, c1ϕ1〉+ 〈f, c2ϕ2〉

3. limn→∞〈f, ϕn〉 = 〈f, limn→∞ ϕn〉.
where ϕ1, ϕ2 and ϕn ∈ D(Ω), c1, c2 constants.

The linear space of distributions denoted D′(Ω) .
i.e.D′(Ω) = {f : D(Ω)→ C} ,where f is linear and continuous in the region
Ω.
The distributionf is a linear function over D(Ω) ;
if ϕ, ψ ∈ D(Ω) and λ and µ are complex numbers, then

〈f, λϕ+ µψ〉 = λ〈f, ϕ〉+ µ〈f, ψ〉

The distributionf ∈ D′(Ω) is a continuous functional over D
′
(Ω) ; if ϕn −→

ϕ as n→ in D
′
(Ω), then

〈f, ϕn〉 → 〈f, ϕ〉

The set D
′
(Ω) is linear if the linear combination λf + µg of distribution f

and g is defined as a functional acting in accordance with the formula

〈λf + µg, ϕ〉 = λ〈f, ϕ〉+ µ〈g, ϕ〉, ∀ϕ ∈ D(Ω),∀µ, λ ∈ C

Verification: The functional λf+µg is linear and continuous over D(Ω),that
is, it belongs to D

′
(Ω).

if ϕ, ψ ∈ D(Ω), and α, β ∈ C, then, according to the definition,

〈λf + µg, αϕ+ βψ〉 = λ〈f, αϕ+ βψ〉+ µ〈g, αϕ+ βψ〉
= α[λ〈f, ϕ〉+ µ〉g, ϕ] + β[λ〈f, ψ〉+ µ〈g, ψ〉]
= α〈λf + µg, ϕ〉+ β〈λf + µg, ψ〉
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and so this functional is linear.
Its continuity follows from the continuity of the functionals f and g:
If ϕn → ϕ as n→∞, then

〈λf + µg, ϕn〉 = λ〈f, ϕn〉+ µ〈g, ϕn〉
⇒ λ〈f, ϕ〉+ µ〈g, ϕ〉
= 〈λf + µg, ϕ〉

Definition 1.1.16. The sequence of distribution f1, f2...fnbelonging to D
′
(Ω)

converges to the distribution f ∈ D′(Ω) ,if for any ϕ ∈ D(Ω)

〈fn, ϕ〉 → 〈f, ϕ〉, as n→∞.

We can write as fn → f .

Definition 1.1.17 (Functions as distribution). Suppose that f ∈ L1
loc(Ω),

then the corresponding distribution
f : D(Ω)→ Cis defined by

〈f, ϕ〉 =

∫
Ω

f(x)ϕ(x)dx,∀ϕ ∈ D(Ω).

The distribution f becomes zero in the region Ω if

〈f, ϕ〉 = 0,∀ϕ ∈ D(Ω).

Remark 1.1.1. supp(f) is closed set.

If supp(f) is a bounded set,then distribution f is said to have a compact
support.

Definition 1.1.18. Let Ω be an open set in Rn.
Then a function f : Ω→ C such that∫

Ω

|fϕ|dx <∞,

for each test function ϕ ∈ D(Ω) is called locally integrable.

8



The set of such functions is denoted by L1
loc(Ω) The function

Definition 1.1.19. The linear and continuous map f : D(Ω)→ R defined
by

f(ϕ) = 〈f, ϕ〉 =

∫
Ω

fϕdx

is called a regular distribution.

wheref ∈ L1
loc(Ω) and ϕ ∈ D(Ω). And a distributions that is not this

form is called singular distribution.

Example 1.1.6. Show that Heaviside function at a

〈θa, ϕ〉 =

∫
Ω

θ(x− a)ϕ(x)dx

is a regular distribution,with θ(x− a) = H[a,∞)(x)
Verification:
θ(x− a) = H[a,∞)(x)
〈θa, ϕ〉 =

∫
Ω
H[a,∞)(x)ϕ(x)dx

=
∫∞
a
ϕ(x)dx,

where,

H(x) =

{
1, x > a

0, x < a, a ∈ R

Hence 〈θa, ϕ〉 =
∫∞
a

1.ϕ(x)dx .
By definition,θa is a regular distribution.

Example 1.1.7. Shows that Dirac delta function is singular distribution.
Suppose the contrary ,
i.e: ∃f ∈ L1

loc(R) with δx0 = uf ,

choose ϕ ∈ D(R) with supp(ϕ) ⊂ (B(0)), ϕ(0) = 1.

9



Define : ϕl(x) = ϕ(l(x− x0)), l ∈ N then

supp(ϕl(x)) ⊂ (B(0)) 1
l
, ϕ(0) = 1

Wehave1 = |〈δx0 , ϕ〉| =
∫

(B(0)) 1
l

f(x)ϕ(l(x− x0))dx.

≤
∫

(B(0)) 1
l

|f(x)||ϕ(l(x− x0))|dx.

‖ϕ‖L∞
∫

(B(0)) 1
l

|f(x)||ϕ(l(x− x0))|dx

→ 0asl→∞
=⇒ 1 = 0.contradicts.

Lemma 1.1.2. (Du Bois Reymond). In order that the function f(x) is
locally integrable in Ω, should become zero in the region Ω in the sense of
distribution, it is necessary and sufficient that f(x) = 0 almost everywhere
in Ω.

Proof 1.1.1. The sufficiency of the condition is evident.
Let us prove its necessity.
Let abe an arbitrary point of the region Ω.
There will be a closed sphere U(a, ε)which is wholly contained in the region
Ω and in which consequently,
f = 0 in the sense of distribution.
Since for each k = (kl, k2..., kn)the function
ψk(x) = exp[ i

ε
(k, x)]ωε(x− a)

where ωε is a cap-shaped function belongs to D(Ω), then In this way, all the
Fourier coefficients corresponding to the trigonometric system {exp( i

ε
(k, x))ωε}

of the function f(x)ωε(x−a), which is integrable over the sphere U(a, ε), are
equal to zero.
It follows that this function is equal to zero almost everywhere and, conse-
quently,

f(x) = 0

almost everywhere in this sphere.
Since a is an arbitrary point of the region Ω, then f(x) = 0 almost everywhere
in Ω.

10



Definition 1.1.20. The distribution f and g are said to be equal in the
region Ω if f − g = 0 ,for x ∈ Ω.

Specifically, the distribution f and g are said to be equal if for all ϕ ∈
D(Ω),

〈f, ϕ〉 = 〈g, ϕ〉.

Properties of Functions in D
′
(Ω)

1. Multiplication of distribution
Let f(x) be a function locally integrable in Rn and a(x) ∈ C∞(Rn).
Then for any ϕ ∈ D(Ω) the equation

〈af, ϕ〉 = 〈f, aϕ〉, ϕ ∈ D(Ω). (1.4)

We take eq. (1.4) as the definition of the product af for any f ∈ D′(Ω).
Since the operation of multiplication by the function a ∈ C∞(Rn)is
linear and continuous from D(Rn) into D(Rn),then the functional af ,is
defined by the right-hand side of eq. (1.4), belongs to D

′
(Rn).

If f ∈ D′(Rn), then the equation

f = ηf (1.5)

is true, where η is any function of the class C∞(Rn) equal to 1 in the
neighborhood of the support of f .
For any ϕ ∈ D(Ω) the supports of f and (1−η)ϕ do not have common
points, and therefore,

〈f − ηf, ϕ〉 = 〈f, (l − η)ϕ〉 = 0

2. Differentiation :
Any distribution is infinitely differentiable, and converging series of
distribution can be differentiated term by term an infinite number of
times.
Let f ∈ Ck(Ω). Then whenever α, |α| ≤ k, and ϕ ∈ D(Ω) the formula
for integration by parts,

〈Dαf, ϕ〉 =

∫
Dαf(x)ϕ(x)dx = (−1)|α|

∫
f(x)Dαϕ(x)dx

= (−1)|α|〈f(x), Dαϕ(x)〉isvalid.

11



Definition 1.1.21. If f ∈ D
′
(Ω) is a distribution then the partial

derivative of f with respect to the coordinate αk is define by:

〈Dαf, ϕ〉 = (−1)|α|〈f,Dαϕ〉, ∀ϕ ∈ D(Ω).

We shall check that Dαf ∈ D′(Ω).
since f ∈ D′(Ω),the functional,Dαf ,definable by the right-hand side of
eq. (1.6), is linear:

〈Dαf, λϕ+ µψ〉 = (−1)|α|〈f,Dα〈λϕ+ µψ〉〉
= (−1)|α|〈f, λDαϕ+ µDαψ〉
= λ(−1)|α|〈f,Dαϕ〉+ µ(−1)|α|〈f,Dαψ〉
= λ〈Dαf, ϕ〉+ µ〈Dαf, ψ〉

and continuous :

〈Dαf, ϕn〉 = (−1)|α|〈f,Dαϕn〉
(−1)|α|〈f,Dαϕ〉 = 〈Dαf, ϕ〉.

for if ϕn → ϕ as n→∞ in D(Ω).
then also Dαϕn ⇒ Dαϕ as n→∞ in D(Ω)
We shall denote by {Dαf(x)} the classical derivative (where it exists).
It follows from the definition of the distributional derivative that if the
distribution f ∈ Ck(Ω), then

Dαf(x) = {Dαf(x)}, x ∈ Ω, |α| ≤ k

by the definition.

properties of Derivative of Functions in D
′
(Ω)

1. Any distribution is infinitely differentiable.
if f ∈ D′(Ω), then Dα

xi
f ∈ D′(Ω)and Dαi

xi
.D

αj
xj f ∈ D

′
(Ω)and so on.

2. The result of differentiation does not depend on the order of differen-
tiation;
For example:

Dα1(Dα2f) = Dα2(Dα1f) = D(1,1)f (1.6)

12



In general,
Dα+βf = Dα(Dβf) = Dβ(Dαf) (1.7)

3. If f ∈ D′(Ω) and a ∈ C∞(Rn), then Leibnitz’ formula for differentia-
tion of the product af is valid.
For example: Dα1(af) = fDα1(a) + aDα1(f)
if ϕ is any basic function, then

〈Dα1(af), ϕ〉 = −〈af,Dα1ϕ〉
= −〈f, aDα1ϕ〉
= −〈f,Dα1(aϕ)− ϕDα1a〉
= −〈f,Dα1(aϕ)〉+ 〈f, ϕDα1a〉
= 〈Dα1f, aϕ〉+ 〈fDα1a, ϕ〉
= 〈aDα1f, ϕ〉+ 〈fDα1a, ϕ〉
= 〈aDα1f + fDα1a, ϕ〉
Dα1(af) = fDα1(a) + aDα1(f)

4. If the distribution f = 0 for x ∈ Ω, then also Dαf = 0 for x ∈ Ω.
So that supp(Dαf) ⊂ supp(f),
if ϕ ∈ D(Ω) then Dαf ∈ D(Ω)and

〈Dαf, ϕ〉 = (−1)|α|〈f,Dαϕ〉 = 0

=⇒ Dαf = 0.

5. The operation of differentiation is continuous from D
′
(Ω)intoD

′
(Ω).

That is,if fn → f as n→∞ in D
′
(Ω), then Dαfn → Dαf as n→∞

in D
′
(Ω). Indeed, according to the definition of convergence in the space

D
′
(Ω),

∀ϕ ∈ D(Ω).
we have,

〈Dαfn, ϕ〉 = (−1)|α|〈fn, Dαϕ〉
⇒ (−1)|α|〈f,Dαϕ〉asn→∞
= 〈Dαf, ϕ〉

which shows that Dαfn −→ Dαf , n −→∞ in D
′
(Ω)
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Example 1.1.8. The derivative of Dirac delta function has a distributional
derivative.
Defined by : 〈δ′, ϕ〉 = −〈δ, ϕ′〉,
where 〈δ, ϕ〉 = ϕ(0).
Verification:Let ϕ ∈ D(R)

H(x) =

{
1, x > 0

0, x ≤ 0.

then

〈H ′, ϕ〉 = −〈H,ϕ′〉

=

∫
H(x)ϕ′(x)dx.

= 〈H,ϕ′〉

= −
∫
ϕ′dx

= ϕ(0).

= 〈δ, ϕ〉

So H ′ = δ.
Hence 〈δ′, ϕ〉 = −〈δ, ϕ′〉 = ϕ′(0) and Since ϕ ∈ D(R)

⇒ ϕ′ ∈ D(R) and ϕ′(0) satisfies linearity and continuity.

In this case we say that the function g is the weakly or distributional deriva-
tive of the function f and we write g(x) = Dαf.
From this the step function is not weakly differentiable but it has distribu-
tional derivative.

Distribution in S
′
(Ω)

Definition 1.1.22. Each linear functional over the space of test functions
S(Ω)is known as a distribution of rapidly decreasing functions (tempered dis-
tribution).
That is

S
′
(Ω) = {f : S(Ω)→ C}

It is the set of all distribution of rapidly decreasing functions.
i.e: denoted by S ′(Ω).
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S ′(Ω) ⊆ S ′(Rn)

Definition 1.1.23. The sequence of distribution f1, f2, f3, ..., fnbelonging to
S ′(Ω) converges to the distribution f ∈ S ′(Ω), fn → f as n→∞ S ′(Ω)
, if ∀ϕ ∈ S ′(Ω),

〈fn, ϕ〉 −→ 〈f, ϕ〉, as n→∞.

if f ∈ S ′, then f ∈ D′(Ω) .
since D(Ω) ⊆ S(Ω)and the convergence in S(Ω) follows from the convergence
in D(Ω).
Further, if fn −→ f as n −→∞ in S

′
(Ω)

then 〈fn, ϕ〉 −→ 〈f, ϕ〉 as n→∞,∀ϕ ∈ D(Ω) ⊆ S(Ω)
and consequently,fn → f as n→∞ in D

′
(Ω)

Properties of Functions in S
′
(Ω)

1. Differentiation:
If f ∈ S ′(Ω), then each derivative Dαf ∈ S ′(Ω).
since the operation of differentiation Dαf is continuous from S

′
(Ω)

into S
′
(Ω) using integration by parts, the right-hand side of the equa-

tion
〈Dαf, ϕ〉 = (−1)|α|〈f,Dαϕ〉

is a linear continuous functionals over S
′
(Ω).

2. Multiplication:
Iff ∈ S ′(Ω)and a ∈ θM , then af ∈ S ′(Ω).
since the operation of multiplication by the function a belonging to θM
is continuous from S

′
(Ω)into S

′
(Ω),the right-hand side of the equation

〈af, ϕ〉 = 〈f, aϕ〉

is a linear continuous over S
′
(Ω)
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1.1.6 Convolution of Distribution

Let f(x)and g(x) be a functions locally integrable in Rn where the function

h(x) =

∫
|g(y)f(x− y)|dy

is called locally integrable in Rn.

Definition 1.1.24.

The function (f ∗ g) =

∫
f(y)g(x− y)dy =

∫
g(y)f(x− y)dy = (g ∗ f)

(1.8)
is known as the convolution of the functions f and g.

The function (1.11)is locally integrable in Rn and therefore defines a reg-
ular distribution acting on the test function ϕ ∈ D(Ω).
i.e:

〈h, ϕ〉 =

∫
(f ∗ g)(z)ϕ(z)dz =

∫
g(y)f(z − x)ϕ(z)dz

=

∫
g(y)[

∫
f(z − x)ϕ(z)dz]dy

=

∫
g(y)[

∫
f(x)ϕ(x+ y)dx]dy

By Fubinis theorem .

Conditions for the exists of a Convolution

If condition of locally integrability of the function h(x)is satisfied and so the
convolution f ∗ g exists and defined by:

1. If One of the functions f or g has compact support.
i.e: supp(g) ⊂ K ⊂⊂ Ω;

∫
Ω

h(x)dx =

∫
k

|g(y)|
∫

Ω

|f(x− y)dxdy ≤
∫
k

|g(y)|
∫
k+Ω

|f(z)dxdy <∞.
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2. The functions f and g became zero when x < 0, (n = 1):∫
R

h(x)dx =

∫ ∞
0

∫ x

0

|g(y)|f(x− y)dydx

=

∫ R

0

|g(y)|
∫ R

y

|f(x− y)|dxdy

≤
∫ R

0

|g(y)|
∫ R

y

dy|f(z)|dz <∞.

3. The functions f and g are integrable over Rn:∫
Ω

h(x)dx =

∫
|g(y)|

∫
Ω

|f(x− y)|dxdy

=

∫
|g(y)|dy

∫
|f(x)|dz <∞.

Remark 1.1.2. convolution of all pairs of distribution of f and g does not
exist always.

If the convolution f ∗ g exists then there is also a convolution g ∗ f
i.e:f ∗ g = g ∗ f commutative from the definition.

〈f(x) ∗ g(x), ϕ〉 = 〈f(x) ∗ g(y), ϕ(x+ y)〉
= lim

n→∞
〈f(x) ∗ g(x), ϕ(x+ y)〉.〈g(y) ∗ f(x), ϕ(x+ y)〉

= 〈f(x) ∗ g(y), ϕ(x+ y)〉, ϕ ∈ D(Rn).

Theorem 1.1.1. Let f be an arbitrary function and g be a distribution with
compact support.Then the convolution f ∗ g exists in D

′
(Rn) and appears in

the form

〈g ∗ f, ϕ〉 = 〈f(x) ∗ g(y), η(y)ϕ(x+ y)〉,∀ϕ ∈ D(Rn). (1.9)

Where η is any test function equal to 1 in the neighbourhood of the support of
g. For this the convolution is continuous with respect to f and g separately.

1. If fn → f as n → ∞ in D
′
(Rn) then fn ∗ g → f ∗ g as n → ∞ in

D
′
(Rn).
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2. If gn → g as n → ∞ in D
′
(Rn) and for a certain u, supp(gn) ⊂ Ωu

then f ∗ gn → f ∗ g as n→∞ in D
′
(Rn) .

Proof. Let supp(gn) ⊂ Ωu and let y be a function in D(Rn) = 1 in the
neighbourhood of supp(g) ⊂ Ωu and supp(y) ⊂ Ωu.
Let ϕ ∈ D(Rn), supp(ϕ) ⊂ Ωuand yn(x), n = 1, 2, 3, .....be sequence of func-
tions belonging to D(Rn)and converging to 1 in Rn.

Then for all sufficient large n, η(y), yn(x) = η(y)ϕ(x+ y). (1.10)

In (2) the condition supp(gn) ⊂ Ωu makes it possible to choose an auxiliary
function η which does not depends on Ω.

Corollary 1.1.1. The convolution of any distribution fwith the δ function
exists and is equal to f

f ∗ δ = δ ∗ f = f (1.11)

using the equation in the thm(1.1.1).
Let ∀ϕ ∈ D(Ω)
〈f ∗ δ, ϕ〉 = 〈f(x).δ(y), η(y)ϕ(x+ y)〉

= 〈f(x), 〈δ(y), η(y)ϕ(x+ y)〉〉

= 〈f, ϕ〉
=⇒ f ∗ δ = δ ∗ f = f

Derivative of convolution of Distributions

If the convolution f ∗ g exists then the convolution Dαf ∗ g and f ∗ Dαg
exists.More over

Dαf ∗ g = Dα(f ∗ g) = f ∗Dαg. (1.12)

Proof. Let ϕ ∈ D(R)and yn(x, y), n = 1, 2, 3, .... be sequence of functions
belonging to D(R2n) and converging to 1 in R2n.
Then the sequence ηn + ∂ηn

∂xi
,i = 1, 2, 3....and n = 1, 2, 3, .... of function

belonging to D(R2n) also converging to 1 in R2n.
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From this and the existence of convolution f ∗ g
we obtained

〈∂(g ∗ f)

∂xi
, ϕ〉 = −〈f ∗ g, ∂ϕ

∂xi
〉

= 〈f(x) ∗ g(y),
∂ϕ(x+ y)

∂xi
〉

= lim
n→∞
〈f(x) ∗ g(y), ηn(x, y)

∂ϕ(x+ y)

∂xi
〉

= lim
n→∞
〈f(x) ∗ g(y), ηn(x, y)

∂ϕ(x+ y)

∂xi
− ∂ηn(x, y)

∂xi
ϕ(x+ y)〉

= lim
n→∞
〈∂f(x)

∂xi
∗ g(y), (ηnϕ(x+ y))〉+ lim

n→∞
〈f(x) ∗ g(y), (ηn +

∂ηn
∂xi

)ϕ(x+ y)〉

− lim
n→∞
〈f(x) ∗ g(y), ηnϕ(x+ y)〉

= 〈∂f(x)

∂xi
∗ g(y), ϕ〉+ 〈f(x) ∗ g(y), ϕ〉 − 〈f(x) ∗ g(y), ϕ〉

Therefore,〈∂f(x)∗g(y)
∂xi

, ϕ〉 =〈∂f(x)
∂xi
∗ g(y), ϕ〉.

We note that the existence of the convolutions Dαf ∗ g and f ∗Dαg
|α| ≥ 1 is not sufficient for the existence of the convolution f ∗ g ;
specifically, these convolutions need not be equal :
For instance,
θ′ ∗ 1 = δ but,θ ∗ 1′ = 0

1.2 Fourier Transform of Tempered Distribu-

tions

1.2.1 Fourier transform of a Test Function belonging
to S(Rn)

Definition 1.2.1. Since test function belonging to S(Rn) are absolutely in-
tegrable over Rn,then the operation of the Fourier transform f is defined over
them by

F [ϕ](z) =

∫
Ω

ϕ(x)exp(izx)dx, ϕ ∈ S(Rn).
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For this function F [ϕ](z) the Fourier transform of the function ϕ(x),is
bounded and continuous in Rn ,the test function ϕ(x)decrease at infinity
faster than any power of |x|−1,therefore its Fourier transform may be differ-
entiable under the integral sign,

DαF [ϕ](z) =

∫
Ω

ϕ(x)Dα(exp(izx)dx =

∫
Ω

(−iz)αϕ(x)exp(izx)dx = F [(−ix)αϕ](z)

(1.13)

From this F [ϕ] ∈ C∞(Rn).
The Fourier transform of each derivative Dαϕ has the same properties.
Hence

F [Dαϕ](z) =
∫

Ω
Dαϕ(z)exp(izx)dx

= (−iz)αF [ϕ](z).

Finally,zβDαF [ϕ](z) = zβ[(ix)αϕ(x)](z) = (i)|α|+|β|F [Dα(x)βϕ](z).

Remark 1.2.1. For all β, α ∈ Nn
0 the magnitude zβDαF [ϕ](z)are uniformly

bounded with respect to z ∈ Rn,

|ZβDαF [ϕ](z)| ≤
∫
|Dβ(x)βϕ|dx.

This means that [ϕ](z) ∈ S(Rn).

So the Fourier transform maps the space S(Rn) in to it self.
N.B:The space of test function D(Rn) is not mapped in to itself by the
Fourier transform because if we take a function f from D(Rn)then if we
transform this function using Fourier transformation ,we may not get F [f ] ∈
D(Rn).The function ϕ(x) ∈ S(Rn) may be expressed in terms of its Fourier
transform F [ϕ](z) by means of the operation of the inverse Fourier transform
of F [ϕ](z)

F−1 = ϕ(x) = F−1[F [ϕ](z)] = F [F−1[ϕ](z)] (1.14)
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Where

F−1[ϕ(x)] =
1

(2π)n

∫
Ω

ψ(z)exp(izx)dz

=
1

(2π)n

∫
Ω

F [ψ](−x)dx

=
1

(2π)n

∫
Ω

(−z)exp(izx)dz

=
1

(2π)n
F [ψ](−z). (1.15)

From this each function ϕ(x) ∈ S(Rn) is a Fourier transform of the function

ψ = F−1[ϕ(x)] ∈ S(Rn),

This means that the Fourier transforms maps S(Rn) to S(Rn).

Lemma 1.2.1. The Fourier transform operationF is continuous from S(Rn)
on to S(Rn).

Proof. Let ϕn → ϕ as n →∞ in S(Rn) then applying the inequality above
the functions ϕn → ϕ for all β, α
we obtain

|ZβDαF [ϕn − ϕ](z)| ≤
∫
|Dβ(x)α(ϕn − ϕ)|dx

≤ supp|Dβ(x)α(ϕn − ϕ)|(1 + |x|)n
∫

dx

(1 + |x|)n+1
, x ∈ Rn

⇒ |zβDαF [ϕn](z)| − |zβDαF [ϕ(z)| → 0as n→∞, z ∈ Rn

∴ F [ϕn]→ F [ϕ], as n→∞

The operation of the inverse Fourier transformation F−1 has the proper-
ties.
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1.2.2 The Fourier transform of Tempered Distribution.

Let f be an integrable function over Rn then its Fourier transform

F [f ](z) =

∫
Ω

f(x)exp(izx)dx

≤
∫
|f(x)|dx <∞

⇒ F [f ](z) ≤
∫
|f(x)|dx <∞

is a continuous and bounded function in Rn and
consequently define a distribution belonging to S(Rn).

〈F [f ], ϕ〉 =

∫
F [f ](z)ϕ(z)dz, ϕ(z) ∈ S(Rn).

Concerning the change of integration,we transform the last integral∫
F [f ](z)ϕ(z)dz =

∫ ∫
Ω

f(x)exp(izx)dx]ϕ(z)dz

=

∫
f(x)

∫
Ω

exp(izx)ϕ(z)dz

=

∫
f(x)F [ϕ](z)ϕ(x)dx

From this , 〈F [f ], ϕ〉 = 〈f, 〈F [ϕ], ϕ〉 ∈ S(Rn).
We can take this equation as the definition of the Fourier transform F [f ] of
any tempered distribution
〈F [f ], ϕ〉 = 〈f, F [ϕ]〉and ϕ(x) ∈ S(Rn).
This equation defines a linear continuous function over S(Rn),then this im-
plies that F [f ] ∈ S(Rn).
since F [ϕ] ∈ S(Rn) 〈f, F [ϕ]〉 is a linear continuous functional.
Let ϕn → ϕ as n→∞ in S(Rn)
According the Lemma (1.2.1), F [ϕn]→ F [ϕ] as n→∞ in S(Rn).
And since f ∈ S(Rn),

〈f, F [ϕn]⇒ 〈f, F [ϕ]〉,
as n→∞.
So 〈f, F [ϕ]〉 is continuous overS(Rn).
In this way the operation of the Fourier transformation F maps the space
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S(Rn) in to S(Rn).
We need to show that f is continuous fromS(Rn)in to S(Rn).
Let fn → f as n →∞ in S(Rn) and since F [ϕn]→ F [ϕ] ,as n→ ∞
then

〈F [fn], ϕ〉 = 〈fn, F [ϕ]〉
= 〈f, F [ϕ]〉
= 〈F [f ], ϕ〉, as n→ ∞,∀ϕ ∈ S(Rn)

we define the inverse Fourier transformation by

F−1[ϕ](x) =
1

(2π)n
F [f(−z)] =

1

(2π)n

∫
Ω

f(−z)exp(izx)dz

Let ∀ϕ ∈ S(Rn) , we obtain the equation

〈F−1[F [f ]], ϕ〉 =
1

(2π)n
〈F−1F [f(−z)], ϕ〉

=
1

(2π)n
〈F [f(−z)], F [ϕ]〉

=
1

(2π)n
〈F [f ], F [ϕ](−z)〉.

= 〈F [f ], F−1[ϕ] = 〈f, F [F−1[ϕ]]〉 = 〈f, ϕ〉.
〈f, F−1[F [ϕ]]〉 = 〈F [F−1[f ]], ϕ〉.

From this distribution f ∈ S(Rn) is a Fourier transform of the distribution
g = F−1[f ] ∈ S(Rn).This means F and F−1 maps S(Rn) on toS(Rn) .

properties of the Fourier Transform of Tempered Distribution.

1. Differentiability of the Fourier Transform
If f ∈ S ′(Rn) then

DαF [f ](z) =

∫
Ω

f(x)Dαexp(izx)dx

=

∫
Ω

(ix)|α|f(x)exp(izx)dx

= F [(ix)αf ]

23



i.e: DαF [f ] = F [(ix)αf ].
Verification: Let ϕ ∈ S(Rn) then we obtain

〈DαF [f ], ϕ〉 = (−1)−1〈F [f ], Dαϕ〉
= (−1)α〈f, F [Dαφ]〉.
⇒ 〈DαF [f ], ϕ〉
= (−1)|α|〈f, (ix)αF [φ]〉
= 〈(ix)αf, F [ϕ]〉
= 〈F [(ix)αf ], ϕ〉.
∴ DαF [f ] = F [(ix)αf ]

2. Fourier Transform of a Derivative
If f ∈ S ′(Rn) then,

F [Dαf ] = (−iz)αF [f ] (1.16)

Let ϕ ∈ S ′(Rn),we obtaine

〈F [Dαf ], ϕ〉 = 〈Dαf, F [ϕ]〉
= (−1)|α|〈f,DαF [ϕ]〉
= (−1)|α|〈f, F [(−iz)αϕ]〉
= (−1)|α|〈F [f ], (−iz)αϕ〉
= 〈(−iz)|α|F [f ], ϕ〉

=⇒ F [Dαf ] = (−iz)αF [f ]

3. Fourier Transform of Inner product
If f ∈ S ′(Rn)and g ∈ S ′(Rn)then,

F [f(x).g(y)] = Fx[f(x).F [g](η)]

= Fy[F [f ](z).g(y)] = F [f ](z).F [g](η)

for all ϕ(z, η) ∈ S ′(Rn+m) we have

〈F [f(x).g(y)], ϕ〉 = 〈f, F [ϕ]〉
= 〈f(x), g(y), FηFz[ϕ]〉
= 〈f(x), 〈F [g], Fz[ϕ]〉〉
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Fourier Transform of Convolution of Distribution

Proposition 1.2.1. Let f ∈ S ′(Rn) and g be a finite distribution with com-
pact support in the Rn .Then

F [f ∗ g] = F [f ].F [g].

Proof. Since convolution f ∗ g ∈ S ′(Rn)and appears in the form

〈f ∗ g, ϕ〉 = 〈f(x), 〈g(y), η(y)ϕ(x+ y)〉〉, ϕ ∈ S(Rn)

where,η(y) = 1 in the neighborhoods of supp(f).
From this we obtain

〈F [f ∗ g], ϕ〉 = 〈f ∗ g, F [ϕ]〉,∀ϕ ∈ S(Rn)

= 〈f(x), 〈g(y), η(y)

∫
Ω

ϕ(z)exp(iz(x+ y))dz〉〉

= 〈f,
∫
〈g(y), η(y)exp(izy).ϕ(z)exp(izx)dz〉〉

〈f,
∫
F [g](z)(z)exp(izx)dz〉

= 〈f, F [F [g](ϕ)]〉.
= 〈F [f ], F [g](ϕ)〉
= 〈F [g]F [f ], ϕ〉.

⇒ F [f ∗ g] = F [f ].F [g]

Example 1.2.1. Consider the ordinary differential equation
∂2

∂x2
u− u = f(x), x ∈ R.

Assume that u and its derivative,and f are sufficiently smooth and rapidly
decreasing at infinity.
We take the transform of both sides ,we obtain

(−iz)2ũ− ũ = f̃

ũ(z) = − 1

1 + z2
f̃(z)
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where,ũ(z) = F [u] and f̃(z) = F [f ].
In the transform domain the solution is a product of a transforms and so
apply the convolution theorem .Since F [1

2
exp(−|x|)] = 1

1+z2
.

∴ u(x) = −1

2
exp(−|x|) ∗ f(x) = −1

2

∫
R

exp(−|x− y|)f(y)dy.

This is a solution if f is continuous and integrable.

Example 1.2.2. Find the solution of the pure initial value problem for the
diffusion equation

∂u

∂t
= a

∂2u

∂x2
, x ∈ R, t > 0 and u(x, 0) = f(x).

We use Fourier Transform and assume u and f are in S(R).Then we obtain

∂̃u

∂t
= −z2 a

∂̃2u

∂x2

ũt = −z2 a ũ,

which is an ordinary differential equation in t for ũ(x, t), with z as parameter.
Its solution is ũ(z, t) = K(z)exp(−z2at) The initial condition gives,ũ(z, 0) =

f̃(z) and so K(z) = f̃(z).

∴ ũ(z, t) = f̃(z)exp(−z2at).

Using the inverse Fourier Transform and Convolution theorem,we obtian

u(x, t) =

∫
R

1√
4πat

exp(
−(x− y)2

4at
)f(y)dy
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Chapter 2

Fundamental solutions

2.1 Fundamental solutions of Linear differen-

tial operators

To constructs the fundamental solutions of a linear differential operators with
constant coefficients ,we will use the Fourier transform method.
Naturally ,only fundamental solutions of rapidly decreasing functions can be
obtained in this way.

Definition 2.1.1.

Let
k∑
|α|=0

cα(x)Dαu = f(x), f(x) ∈ D′(Rn) (2.1)

be a linear differential equation of order k = |α|with coefficients cα ∈ C∞(Ω).
Introducing the linear differential operator,

L(x,D) =
k∑
|α|=0

cα(x)Dα, D = (
∂

∂x1

,
∂

∂x2

,
∂

∂x3

, ...,
∂

∂xn
).

We can write this equation as:

L(x,D)u = f(x). (2.2)
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Definition 2.1.2. Each distribution u ∈ D′(Ω)which satisfies eq.(2.2)in the
region Ω in the distribution sense, i.e:

〈L(x,D)u, ϕ〉 = 〈f, ϕ〉, (2.3)

∀ϕ ∈ D(Ω)is known as generalized solution of eq.(2.1)in the region Ω.

Equation (2.3)is equivalent to

〈u, L∗(x,D)ϕ〉 = 〈f, ϕ〉, ∀ϕ ∈ D(Ω). (2.4)

where, L∗(x,D)ϕ =
k∑
|α|=0

(−1)|α|Dα(cαϕ). (2.5)

Verification:

〈L(x,D)u, ϕ〉 = 〈
k∑
|α|=0

cαD
αu, ϕ〉

=
k∑
|α|=0

〈cαDαu, ϕ〉

=
k∑
|α|=0

〈Dαu, cαφ〉

=
k∑
|α|=0

(−1)|α|〈u,Dαcαϕ〉.

= 〈u,
k∑
|α|=0

(−1)|α|Dαcαϕ〉

= 〈u, L∗(x,D)ϕ〉

Hence,〈L(x,D)u, ϕ〉 = 〈u, L∗(x,D)ϕ〉 = 〈f, ϕ〉.

Remark 2.1.1. Every classical solution is also generalized solution.
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Lemma 2.1.1. If the generalized solution u(x)of eq.(2.1)in the region Ω
belongs to the class of Ck(Ω)and f ∈ C(Ω),then it is also classical solution
of this equation in the region Ω.

Proof. Since u ∈ D′(Ω)
⋂
Ck(Ω),the classical derivative and distributional

derivatives of the function u up to order k coincides in the region Ω.
Since u is the generalized solution of eq.(2.1)in the region Ω,then the func-
tion L(x,D)u − f which is continuous in Ω and vanishes in region Ω in
sense of distributions.According to Bois Reymond’s lemma,L(x,D)u−f = 0
at all points of Ω.Hence u satisfies eq.(2.1) in the region Ω in classical
sense.
Thus u is a classical solution in Ω.

Definition 2.1.3. Let L be a linear differential operator with constant co-
efficients cα(x) = cα,

L(D) =
k∑
|α|=0

cαD
α, L∗(D) = L(−D) (2.6)

Definition 2.1.4. A distribution ε ∈ D′(Rn),that satisfies the equation

L(D)ε = δ(x) (2.7)

in the region Rn is said to be the fundamental solution of the differential
operator L(D).

A fundamental solution ε(x) of the operator L(D)is generally not unique,
it is determined to with in a term ε0(x),which is an arbitrary solution of the
homogeneous equation L(D) = 0.
In fact,the distribution ε(x) + ε0(x) is also a fundamental solution of the

L(D) : L(D)(ε(x) + ε0(x)) = L(D)ε(x) + L(D)ε0(x) = δ(x).

Lemma 2.1.2. In order to that the distribution ε ∈ S ′(Ω),should be the fun-
damental solution of the operator L(D),it is necessary and sufficient that its
Fourier transforms F [ε] satisfies the equation

L(−iz)F [ε] = 1 (2.8)

29



Proof. Let ε ∈ S ′(Ω) be a fundamental solution of L(D).
Applying the Fourier transform to both sides of eq.(2.7)

We obtain F [L(D)ε] = F [δ]

F [
k∑
|α|=0

cαD
αε] = 1 (2.9)

F [
k∑
|α|=0

cαD
αε] =

k∑
|α|=0

cαF [Dαε]

= 1

By the property of Fourier transform,

k∑
|α|=0

cα(−iz)αF [ε] = L(−iz)F [ε] = 1 (2.10)

This shows that F [ε] satisfies eq.(2.8).
conversely:if ε ∈ S ′(Ω) satisfies eq.(2.8),then by eq.(2.10)it satisfies eq.(2.9)
which implies that satisfies the equation L(D)ε = δ(x).
∴ ε ∈ S ′ is a fundamental solution of the operator L(D).
The lemma we have just proved reduces the problem of constructing funda-
mental solutions of rapidly decreasing functions for linear differential opera-
tors with constant coefficients to solving in S ′ algebraic equations of the type

P (z)x = 1 (2.11)

with P an arbitrary polynomial.
As we have seen eq.(2.11),each of its solution belonging to D′(Ω)(if such a
solution exist)must coincide with the function 1

P (Z)
out side the set NP of

the zeros of the polynomial P (z).
i.e: NP = {z : P (z) = 0}.
This implies that if Np 6= ∅,eq.(2.11) has no unique solution: the various
solutions differ from each other by a distribution with its support in NP .

Example 2.1.1. The distributions , 1
z+i0

, 1
z−i0 and −ρ1

z
which differs from

each other by a term of the type constant δ(z) are different solutions the
equation zx = 1.
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If the 1
p(z)

is locally integrable in Rn,then it is a solution in S ′ of the

eq.(2.11). Equation (2.11)is solvable in S ′ if P (z) 6= 0.
Note that:Any solution of eq.(2.11)belongs to S ′denoted by reg 1

P (z)
. The

construction of such a solution depends on a great extent on the structure of
the set Np and can be carried out for each concert polynomial P .
Thus,eq.(2.8)is always solvable in S ′(Ω) or F [ε] = reg 1

L(−iz) .

Consequently ,each linear differential operator L(D)with constant coefficients
has a fundamental solution of rapidly decreasing,this solution is given by

ε = F−1[reg
1

L(−iz)
] =

1

(2π)2
F [reg

1

L(iz)
] (2.12)

Theorem 2.1.1. Let f ∈ D′(Ω) be such that the convolution ε ∗ f exists in
D′(Ω).Then

L(D)u = f(x) (2.13)

has a solution in D′(Ω).
i.e: u = ε ∗ f .
This solution is unique in the class of distributions belonging to D′(Ω) for
which a convolution with ε exists.

Proof. Using the formula for differentiating the convolution and equation

L(x,D)u = δ(x)

L(D)(ε ∗ f) =
k∑
|α|=0

cαD
α(ε ∗ f)

= (
k∑
|α|=0

cαD
αε) ∗ f

L(D)ε ∗ f = δ ∗ f
= f

∴ u = ε ∗ f is a solution of eq.(2.13) and has only one zero in D′(Ω).
uniqueness of such a solution in the distribution belonging to D′(Ω) whose
convolution with ε exists in D′(Ω).For this it is sufficient to establish that
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the corresponding homogeneous equation,

L(D) = 0

u = u ∗ δ
= u ∗ L(D)ε

= L(D)u ∗ ε = 0.

Corollary 2.1.1. Every nonzero linear differential operator with constant
coefficients has a fundamental solution of distribution.

2.1.1 Method of Descent

we consider a linear differential equation with constant coefficients in the
space Rn+1 of variables

(x, t) = (x1, x2, x3, ..., x1, t), L(D,
∂

∂t
)u = f(x).δ(t), f ∈ D′(R) (2.14)

where L(D, ∂
∂t

) =
∑p

q=0
∂q

∂tq
LqD+L0D,and the Lq(D)are differential operators

in the variables x.
Let the distribution u ∈ D′(Rn+1)allow continuation on functions of the type
ϕ(x)1(t),where ϕ ∈ D′(Rn),in the following sense:

1. what ever the sequence of the test function ηk(t), k = 1, 2, 3, .., in D(R1)
and converging to 1 in R1 there exists the limits

lim
k→∞
〈u, ϕ(x)ηk(t)〉 = 〈u, ϕ(x)1(t)〉 (2.15)

2. and this limit does not depend on the sequence{ηk}.

we denote eq.(2.15)by u0

i.e : 〈u0, ϕ〉 = 〈u, ϕ(x)1(t)〉 = lim
k→∞
〈u, ϕ(x)ηk(t)〉,∀ϕ ∈ D(Rn). (2.16)

For any k the function 〈u, ϕ(x)ηk(t)〉is linear and continuous on D(Rn).
That is belongs to D′(Rn).
By the completeness of space D′(Rn) then u0 ∈ D′(Rn)
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Theorem 2.1.2. If the solution u ∈ D′(Rn) of the eq.(2.15)admits of the
continuation eq.(2.16),the distribution u0 belonging to D′(Rn)
satisfies the equation

L0(D)u0 = f(x). (2.17)

Proof. Let the ηk(t), k = 1.2, 3, ..constitute a sequence of functions belonging
to D(R1) that converges to1 in R1 .

Then at q = 1, 2, 3, ..the sequences of the functions ηk(t) + η
(q)
k (t), k = 1, 2..

also converges to 1 in R1 and consequently ,for all ϕ ∈ D(Rn) we have

lim
k→∞
〈u, ϕ(x)η

(q)
k (t)〉 = lim

k→∞
〈u, ϕ(x)[ηk(t) + η

(q)
k (t)]〉 − lim

k→∞
〈u, ϕ(x)ηk(t)〉

= 〈u0, ϕ(x)〉 − 〈u0, ϕ(x)〉 = 0 (2.18)

After this verify that u0 ∈ D(Rn) satisfying equation.(2.17).

〈L0(D)u0, ϕ〉 = 〈u0, L0(−D)ϕ〉
= lim

k→∞
〈u, L0(−D)ϕ(x)ηk(t)〉.

= lim
k→∞
〈u, L0(−D)ϕ(x)ηk(t) +

p∑
q=1

(−1)qLq(−D)ϕ(x)
(q)
k (t)〉

= lim
k→∞
〈u, L(−D, −∂

∂t
)ϕ(x)ηk(t)〉

= lim
k→∞
〈u, L(D,

∂

∂t
)u, ϕ(x)ηk(t)〉

= lim
k→∞
〈f(x).δ(t), ϕ(x)ηk(t)〉

= lim
k→∞
〈f(x), ϕ(x)ηk(0)〉 = 〈f, ϕ〉

Hence ,〈L0(D)u0, ϕ〉 = 〈f, ϕ〉

∴ u0 ∈ D(Rn) satisfies eq.(2.17)

The method we have just developed for obtaining the solution u0(x)
eq.(2.17) in n variables in terms of the solution u(x, t) of eq.(2.14) in
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n+ 1 variables is known as the descent method with respect to the variable
t.
The method of descent is especially use full in constructing fundamental so-
lutions of a differential operator.
Indeed ,applying the theorem to the case where f(x) = δ(x),we obtain the
following assertion ;
if ε(x, t) is a fundamental solution of the operator L(D, ∂

∂t
) and admits of

the continuation ε0 of the type eq.(2.16),the distribution

〈ε0, ϕ〉 = 〈ε, ϕ(x)1(t)〉,∀ϕ ∈ D(Rn) (2.19)

is a fundamental solution of the operator L0(D).
In particular,if ε(x, t) is such that∫

Ω
|ε(x, t)|dt <∞,∀Ω ⊂ Rn,then

ε0(x, t) =

∫
R

|ε(x, t)|dt (2.20)

The fundamental solutions of ε0 and ε satisfy the condition
ε0(x).1(t) = ε ∗ [δ(t).1(t)].

2.2 Fundamental solutions of a Linear Differ-

ential equation with ordinary derivatives

Let
k∑
k=0

ak(t)
∂k

∂tk
ε = δ(t) (2.21)

Then the fundamental solution of this operator is expressed by

ε(t) = θ(t)z(t),

where,z(t) satisfies the homogeneous equation Lz = 0 and the initial condi-
tions and θ(t) is a heaviside function

z(0) = z′(0) = ..... = z(k−2)(0) = 0

z(k−1)(0) = 1.
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satisfies the Lε = δ(t).Specifically,the function ε1(t) = θ(t)exp(−at) and

ε2(t) = θ(t) sin(at)
a

are fundamental solutions of the operator

∂
∂t

+ a and ∂2

∂t2
+ a2 respectively .

Verification: since Lz = 0,then

∂

∂t
z + az = 0

⇒ ∂

∂t
z = −az

∂z

z
= −a∂t

ln |z(t)| = −at+ c

z(t) = exp(−at), c = 0

Hence ε1(t) = θ(t)exp(−at) (2.22)

is a fundamental solution ∂
∂t
ε(t) + aε(t) = δ(t)

Again, ∂2

∂t2
z + a2z = 0

Let z(t) = exp(rt) be a solution.

Then,

r2 + a2 = 0

⇒ r = ia

⇒ z(t) = exp(iat)

Using Euler’s formula, z(t) = c1 cos(at) + c2 sin(at) but,

z(0) = 0⇒ c1 = 0

Hence, z(t) = c2 sin(at)

Let c2 = 1
a

Thus,z(t) = 1
a

sin(at) is a solution of Lz = 0.

∴ ε2(t) = θ(t)
1

a
sin(at) (2.23)

is a fundamental solution for ∂2

∂t2
ε+ a2ε = δ(t)
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2.3 Fundamental solutions of wave operator

Let Pεk = δ(x, t) be a wave operator, where P = ∂
∂t2

+4.
Applying the Fourier transform Fxto this equation.

For the distribution εk,

Fx[εk] = ε̃k(z, t) as before.

∂2

∂t2
ε̃k(z, t) + a2|z|2ε̃k(z, t) = 1(z).δ(t) (2.24)

Using eq.(2.22)in which substitute a2|z|2 for a,

ε̃k(z, t) = θ(t)
sin a|z|t
a|z|

is the solution of eq.(2.24) in S ′(Ω).

Hence ,applying inverse Fourier transform,then

ε̃k(z, t) = F−1
z [ε̃k(z, t)] = θ(t)F−1

z [
sin a|z|t
az

] (2.25)

Suppose k = 3
Let δsa(x) be a simple layer on the sphere δsa in R3.
Then

F [δsa] = 4πa
sin a|z|t
az

.

Using this F−1[ sin a|z|t
az

] = 1
4πat

δsat(x)

combining with eq.(2.25),

ε3(x, t) =
θ(t)

4πat
δsat(x).

ε3(x, t) =
θ(t)

2πa
δ(a2t2 − |z|2) (2.26)

where the distribution function ε3 acts according to the rule

= 〈ε3, ϕ〉 =
1

4πa2

∫ ∞
0

〈δsat , ϕ〉
dt

t
=

1

4πa2

∫ ∞
0

1

t

∫
sat

ϕ(x, t)dsxdt (2.27)
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To obtain the fundamental solution ε2(x, t),
with x = (x1, x2),we will use the method of descent with respect to the
variable x3.
For this we must show that ε3(x, x3, t) admits of the continuation eq.(2.14)
on the functions of the form ϕ(x, t).1(x3),with ϕ ∈ D(R3).
Suppose that ηk, k = 1, 2, 3, ...belongs to D(R1) and the sequence of the
ηk(x3) tends to 1 in R1.then using eq.(2.27),∀ϕ ∈ D(R3), we have

limk→∞〈ε3, ϕ(x, t)ηk(x3)〉 = limk→∞
1

4πa2

∫∞
0

1
t

∫
sat
ϕ(x, t)ηk(x3)dsdt

= 1
4πa2

∫∞
0

1
t

∫
sat
ϕ(x, t)dsdt

=〈ε3, ϕ(x, t)1(x3)〉

so that this limit exists and does not depends on the {ηk}.
Hence ,applying eq.(2.18)

〈ε2, ϕ〉 = 〈ε3, ϕ(x, t).1(x3)〉.
= 1

4πa2

∫∞
0

1
t

∫
sat
ϕ(x, t)dsdt.

Finally,let us transform the integral over sat.
Since ϕ does not depend on x3 ,replacing the surface integral over the spher-
ical surface sat = [|x|2 + x2

3 = a2t2].
By twice integral over the circle |x| < at.

we obtain, 〈ε2, ϕ〉 = 1
2πa

∫∞
0

∫
|x|<at

ϕ(x,t)√
a2t2−|x|2

dsdt

= 1
2πa

∫ θ(t)√
a2t2−|x|2

ϕ(x, t)dxdt

∴ ε2(x, t) =
1

2πa

θ(at− |x|)√
a2t2 − |x|2

be a fundamental solution of the wave equation with n = 2.
Similarly,using the eq.(2.19),we obtain by the method of descent with respect
to x2 ,for the fundamental solution ε1(x, t):

ε1(x, t) =
∫
R
ε2(x, x2, t)dx2

= 1
2πa

∫∞
−∞

θ(at−
√
x2+x22)√

a2t2−x2−x22
dx2
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= θ(at−|x|
πa

∫ √a2t2−x2
0

1√
a2t2−x2−x22

dx2

= θ(at−|x|
πa

∫ 1

0
1√
1−udu

ε1(x, t) = 1
2a
θ(at− |x|)

Hence, ε1(x, t) = 1
2a
θ(at−|x|) is a fundamental solution of the wave equation

with n = 1.

2.4 Fundamental solutions of Laplace’s oper-

ator

Let 4εk = δ(x) be a Laplace′s operator (2.28)

We can find the fundamental solution of the Laplace’s operator by applying
the Fourier transform to eq.(2.28)

F [4εk] = F [δ(x)]

= −|z|2F [εk] = F [δ(x)] = 1 (2.29)

Let k = 2.
we will verify that the distribution −ρ 1

|z|2 satisfies eq.(2.25).

〈|z|2ρ 1
|z|2 , ϕ〉 = 〈ρ 1

|z|2 , |z|
2ϕ〉

=
∫
|z|<1

|z|2ϕ(z)−|z|2ϕ(z)
|z|2 |z=0 dz +

∫
|z|>1

|z|2ϕ(z)
|z|2 dz

=
∫
ϕ(z)dz = 〈1, ϕ〉,∀ϕ ∈ S

According to eq.(2.11)
F [ε2] = reg 1

−|z|2 = −ρ 1
|z|2 ,

Then applying the inverse Fourier transform.

ε2(x) = F−1[−ρ 1
|z|2 ]

= −1
2π2F [ρ 1

|z|2 ]

= −1
4(π)2

.− 2π ln |x| − 2πc0

= ln |x|
2π

+ 2πc0
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since a constant satisfies the homogeneous Laplace’s equation,
ε2(x) = ln |x|

2π
is a fundamental solution of Laplace’s operator,when k = 2.

Now let k ≥ 3 ,the function −1
|z|2 is then locally integrable in Rn.

Hence F [εk] = −1
|z|2 .

Applying inverse Fourier transform

εk = −F−1[ 1
|z|2 ],

putting k = 3, F [ 1
|z|2 ] is given by

〈F [ 1
|z|2 ], ϕ〉 = 〈 1

|z|2 , F [ϕ]〉∫
1
|z|2F [ϕ]dx

⇒ limk→∞
∫
|x|<∞

1
|x|2

∫
ϕ(z)exp(izx)dzdx

⇒ limk→∞
∫
ϕ(z)

∫
|x|<∞

1
|x|2 exp(izx)dxdz

⇒ limk→∞
∫
ϕ(z)

∫ R
0

∫ π
0

∫ 2π

0
exp(i|z|ρ cos θ)

ρ2
ρ2dω sin θdθdρdz

= 2π limk→∞
∫
ϕ(z)

∫ R
0

∫ 1

−1
exp(izρµ)dµdρdz

4π limk→∞
ϕ(z)
|z|

∫ R
0

sin |Z|ρ
ρ

dρdz

since |z||
∫∞
R

sin |Z|ρ
ρ

dρ| = | cos |z|R
R
−
∫∞
R

cos |z|ρ
ρ2

dρ|

< 1
R

∫
R

1
ρ2
dρ = 2

R∫∞
R

sin |Z|ρ
ρ

dρ = π
2
, |z| 6= 0

Hence,〈F [ 1
|x|2 ], ϕ〉 = 4π

∫ ϕ(z)
|z|2 .|z|

∫∞
0

sin |z|ρ
ρ

dρdz

= 2(π)2
∫ ϕ(z)
|z|2

〈F [
1

|x|2
], ϕ〉 = 〈2π

2

|z|2
, ϕ〉 (2.30)

Using this ,we obtain

ε3(x) = −1
(2π)3

F [ 1
|z|2 ] = −2π2

8π3|x| = −1
4π|x|
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for k 6= 3 the εk(x)are calculated along the same lines.
By Method of descent with respect to the variable t from the fundamental
solution of wave operator.
combining (2.20)with (2.25)at a = 1

∂2

∂x2
εk(x) =

∫
R
ε(x, t)dt

= −
∫∞

0
1

(2
√
πt)n

exp(−|x|
2

4t
)dt

= −|x|2−n

4π
k
2

∫∞
0
exp(u).u−2+ k

2

=
Γ(−1+ k

2
)−|x|2−k

4π
k
2

Thus, εk(x) =
−1

(k − 2)σ2−k
k

|x|2−k, k ≥ 3 (2.31)

where, σ2−k
k is the area of a unit surface a sphere.

2.5 Fundamental solutions of Heat Conduct-

ing operator

Let
∂

∂t
ε− a24ε = δ(x, t) (2.32)

To find the fundamental solution of this operator we apply the Fourier trans-
form Fx to eq.(2.32). This yields ,

Fx[
∂
∂t
ε]− a2Fx[4ε] = Fx[δ(x, t)],

using the properties of Fourier transform,
Fx[δ(x, t)] = F [δ](z).δ(t) = 1(z)δ(t),

Fx[
∂
∂t
ε] = ∂

∂t
F [ε]

Fx[4ε] = −|z|2Fx[ε].

Let the distribution ε̃(z, t) = Fx[ε](z, t).
We have the following equation:

∂

∂t
ε̃(z, t) + a2|z|2ε̃(z, t) = 1(z)δ(t) (2.33)
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Using method of descent and eq.(2.22)in which we substitute a2|z|2 for a,we
conclude that
the function

ε̃(z, t) = θ(t)exp(−a2|z|2t)
is the solution to eq.(2.33) in S ′(Rn).
Hence applying the inverse Fourier transform F−1

z ,

ε(x, t) = F−1
z [ε̃(z, t)]

= F−1
z [θ(t)exp(−a2|z|2t)]

= θ(t)
(2π)n

∫
exp(−a2|z|2t− iz)dz

ε(x, t) =
θ(t)

(2a
√
πt)n

exp(
−|x|2

4a2t
) (2.34)

is the fundamental solution of heat conducting operators.

2.6 Properties of the Fundamental solutions

of the Heat Conducting operators

The solution of the Cauchy problem for the Heat Conducting operators equa-
tion is constructed by the theory of distribution.

2.6.1 Heat potential

From section (2.5),

ε(x, t) = θ(t)

(2a
√
πt)n

exp(−|x|
2

4a2t
) is the fundamental solution of the heat con-

ducting operators.
This function is non-negative becomes zero when t < 0,is infinitely differen-
tiable for (x, t) 6= (0, 0) ,and locally integrable in Rn+1. Moreover,∫

ε(x, t) = 1, t > 0 (2.35)

Verification: The function ε(x, t) is locally integrable in Rn+1,
since ε(x, t) = 0,for t < 0 ε(x, t) ≥ 0, t ≥ 0
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∫
ε(x, t)dx = 1

(2a
√
πt)n

∫
exp(−|x|

2

4a2t
)dx

=
∏m

i=1
1√
π

∫
R
exp(−z2

i )dz
2
i

= 1

Hence,
∫
ε(x, t) = 1, t > 0. And

ε(x, t)→ δ(t), t→ 0+in D(Rn+1). (2.36)

verification:If t > 0, then ε ∈ C∞, and therefore

∂ε
∂t

= (−|x|
2

4a2t
− m

2t
)ε

= ∂ε
∂xi

= − xi
2at2

ε, ∂
2ε
∂x2i

= ( x2

4a4t
− 1

2a2t
)ε

∂

∂t
ε− a24ε = (

|x|2

4a4t
− k

2t
)ε− (

x2

4a4t
− k

2t
)ε = 0 (2.37)

Let ϕ ∈ D(Rn+1). Taking eq.(2.29) into account, we obtain

〈 ∂
∂t
ε− a24ε, ϕ〉 = −〈ε, ∂

∂t
ϕ+ a24ϕ〉

=
∫∞

0

∫
ε(x, t)( ∂

∂t
ϕ+ a24ϕ)dxdt

− limε→0+
∫∞
ε

∫
ε(x, t)( ∂

∂t
ϕ+ a24ϕ)dxdt

= − limε→0+ [
∫
ε(x, ε)ϕ(x, ε)dx+

∫∞
ε

∫
(∂ε
∂t
− a24ε)ϕdxdt]

= limε→0+
∫
ε(x, ε)ϕ(x, 0)dx+ limε→0+

∫
ε(x, ε)[ϕ(x, ε)− ϕ(x, 0)]dx

〈 ∂
∂t
ε− a24ε, ϕ〉 = lim

ε→0+

∫
ε(x, ε)ϕ(x, 0)dx (2.38)

since, by virtue of eq. (2.35),
|
∫
ε(x, ε)[ϕ(x, ε)− ϕ(x, 0)]dx| ≤ Kε

∫
ε(x, ε)dx = Kε

We shall now prove the result

ε(x, t) =
1

(4πa2t)
n
2

exp(
−|x|2

4a2t
)→ δ(t), t→ 0+ in D

′
(Rn) (2.39)

let ϕ(x) ∈ D(Rn). Then, taking into consideration that
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|
∫
ε(x, ε)[ϕ(x, ε)− ϕ(x, 0)]dx| ≤ K

(4πa2t)
n
2

∫
exp(−|x|

2

4a2t
)|x|dx

= Kσk

(4πa2t)
k
2

∫∞
0
exp(−r

2

4a2t
)rkdr

= K .
√
t
∫∞

0
exp(−u2).ukdu = C

√
t

due to eq.(2.35) we obtain as t→ 0+ the result eq.(2.36) :

〈ε(x, t), ϕ(x)〉 =
∫
ε(x, t)ϕ(x)dx

= ϕ(0)
∫
ε(x, t)dx+

∫
ε(x, t)[ϕ(x)− ϕ(0)]dx→ ϕ(0) = 〈δ, ϕ〉.

⇒ ε(x, t)→ δ(t), t→ 0+in D(Rn+1).

The fundamental solution ε(x, t) gives the temperature distribution from
the momentary point source δ(x).δ(t).
Since ε(x, t) > 0,∀t > 0,and x ∈ Rn,it follows that heat diffused with infinite
velocity.
Let the distribution function f ∈ D′(Rn+1) becomes zero when
t < 0.

Definition 2.6.1. The distribution function V = ε ∗ f ,where ε is a funda-
mental solution of heat conduction equation ,is said to be the heat potential
with density f .

Proposition 2.6.1. If the heat potential V exists in D(Rn+1),then it satisfies
the heat conduction equation

∂V

∂t
= a24V + f(x, t) (2.40)

Verification:By the thm1.1.1.

∂

∂t
ε ∗ f = a2 ∂

2

∂t2
ε ∗ f + f(x, t)

Since f is a distribution function with compact and becomes zero when
t < 0,then ,the heat potential is known to exists in D′(Rn+1).
We shall distinguish another class of densities f for which the heat potential
exists.
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Let M be a class of functions which become zero for t < 0 and which are
bounded in each strip 0 ≤ t ≤ T .

Theorem 2.6.1. If f ∈M , then the heat potential V with a density f exists
in M and is expressed by the formula

V (x, t) =

∫ t

0

∫
Rn

f(z, τ)

2a
√
π(t− τ)

n exp(−
|x− z|2

4a2(t− τ)
)dzdτ (2.41)

The potential V satisfies the estimate

|V (x, t)| ≤ t sup |f(z, t)|, t > 0+, 0 ≤ τ ≤ t, (2.42)

z ∈ Rn and the initial condition : for any fixed x ∈ Rn

V (x, t)→ 0 (2.43)

as t→ 0+

Proof. Since the function ε and f are locally integrable in Rn+1, then

ε ∗ f =

∫ t

0

∫
Rn
f(z, τ)ε(x− z, t− τ)dzdτ

exists and is a locally integrable function in Rn+1,provided that the function

h(x, t) =
∫ t

0

∫
Rn
|f(z, τ)|ε(x− z, t− τ)dzdτ

is locally integrable in Rn+1.
We shall check that this condition is satisfied.
Since h = 0 when t < 0, then it is sufficient to establish that the function
h satisfies eq. (2.42) for t > 0. This follows from eq. ( 2.27) by Fubini’s
theorem,

h(x, t) ≤ sup |f(z, τ)|
∫ t

0

∫
Rn
ε(x− z, t− τ)dzdτ ,

0 ≤ τ ≤ t

= t sup |f(z, τ)|, t > 0, (2.44)

0 ≤ τ ≤ t
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In this way, the heat potential V = ε ∗ f is represented by eq. (2.41).
Since |V | ≤ h when t < 0, then this potential becomes zero for t < 0 and,
by virtue of eq.(2.44), satisfies eq. (2.42).
This means that V ∈M .
It follows from eq. (2.42) that V satisfies the initial condition in the sense of
eq.(2.43).

2.6.2 Surface Heat Potential

Definition 2.6.2. The heat potential V (O)with a density

f = uo(x).δ(t)

is known as the surface heat potential (of a simple layer with a density uo),

V (O) = ε ∗ uo(x).δ(t) = ε(x, t) ∗ uo(x)

If uo is of compact support in Rn, then the surface heat potential V (O)is
known to exist in D′(Rn+1).

Theorem 2.6.2. If uo(x) is a function bounded in Rn then the surface heat
potential V (O) exists in M , belongs to the class C∞(t > 0), is represented
by Poisson’s integral

V (O)(x, t) =
θ(t)

(2a
√
πt)n

∫
Rn
uo(z)exp(

−|x− z|2

4a2t
)dz (2.45)

and satisfies the inequality

|V (O)(x, t) ≤ sup |uo(z)|, z ∈ Rn, t > 0 (2.46)

If, moreover, the function uo(x) is continuous in Rn, then the potential V (O)

satisfies the initial condition : for each x ∈ Rn

V (O)(x, t)→ uo(x), t→ 0+ (2.47)

Proof. Since the function

h(x, t) =

∫
|uo(z)|ε(x− z, t)dz
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becomes zero for t < 0 and, for t > 0, by eq.(2.35 ), satisfies eq. (2.46) :

h(x, t) ≤ sup |uo(z)|ε(x− z, t)dz
= sup |uo(z)|

then this function is locally integrable in Rn+1.
Consequently, the surface heat potential

V (O) = ε(x, t) ∗ uo(x) is represented by eq. (2.45):

V (O)(x, t) =

∫
uo(z)ε(x− z, t)dz (2.48)

becomes zero for t < 0, and, by virtue of the inequality

|V (O)| ≤ h,

satisfies eq. (2.46).This means that V (O) ∈M .
Moreover, it follows from formula eq.(2.45)that V (O) ∈ C∞(t > 0).
Now, let uo be a continuous function bounded in Rn.
we deduce initial condition eq.(2.47)for the potential V (O) :

V (O)(x, t) = 〈ε(x− z, t), uo(z)〉

→ 〈δ(x− z), uo(z)〉
= uo(x), t→ 0+

N.B: Formula eq.(2.45) follows formally from formula eq.(2.41) if we set
f(z, τ) = u0(z).δ(τ)and δ(τ)is integrated.
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Chapter 3

The Cauchy problem for the
Heat Conducting Equation

3.1 The Cauchy problem for the Ordinary

Differential equations with constant co-

efficients

Consider the Cauchy problem for an ordinary differential equations with con-
stant coefficients

Lu ≡ uk + a1u
k−1 + ....+ aku = f(t), t > 0 (3.1)

un(0) = un, n = 0, 1, 2..., k − 1 (3.2)

Where f ∈ C(t ≥ 0).
Suppose that u(t) is the solution of the Cauchy problem (3.1),(3.2).
We will continue the functions u(t) and f(t)to zero when t < 0.
Using the Fourier transform,we denote,
F [u] = ũ and F [f ] = f̃ respectively and the initial conditions.
We obtain

ũ(n) = {un(t)}+
n−1∑
j=0

ujδ
n−j−1(t), n = 1, 2, ...k

combining this with eq.(3.2),we conclude that

L̃u = {L̃u(t)}u0δ
k−1 + (a1u0 + u1)δk−2 + ..+ (ak−1u0 + ...a1uk−2 + uk−1)δ(t)
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= f(t) +
∑k−1

n=0 cnδ
n,

where

c0 = ak−1u0 + ...a1uk−2 + uk−1

ck−2 = a1u0 + u1

ck−1 = u0

Thus,in the distribution sense the function ũ satisfies in R the differential
equation.

L̃u = f(t) +
k−1∑
n=0

cn δn(t) (3.3)

Let us construct the solution eq.(3.1).
The function ε(t) = θ(t)z(t) where Lz = 0 and

z(0) = z′(0) = .... = zk−2(0) = 0, zk−1(0) = 1 (3.4)

is the fundamental solution of the operator L.
Since ε and eq.(3.1) belongs to the convolution of distribution function.
By the thm1.1.1. ,the solution eq.(3.1)exists and is unique in D′(R) and
expressed by the convolution of

ũ = ε ∗ (f(t) +
∑k−1

n=0 cn δn(t))

= ε ∗ f +
∑k−1

n=0 cn δn(t)

= θ(t)

∫ t

0

z(t− τ)f(τ)dτ + θ(t)
k−1∑
n=0

cn zn(t) (3.5)

Here, we have εn(t) = [θ(t)z(t)]n = θ(t)zn(t), n = 0, 1, 2, ..., k − 1 by the
eq.(3.4).

Hence, u(t) =

∫ t

0

z(t− τ)f(τ)dτ +
k−1∑
n=0

cn zn(t) (3.6)

is the solution of the Cauchy problem.
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In particular,

u
′′

+ a2u = f(t)
u|t=0 = u0, u

′

|t=0
= u1

where f ∈ C(t ≥ 0).
Let u(t) be the solution of this problem and the function f(t) = 0, t > 0;

using the Fourier transform ũ and f̃ denotes the Fourier transform of u(t)
and f(t) respectively.
Then, using formula eq.(3.5) and since

ε(t) = θ(t)
sin at

a

is the fundamental solution of the operator

u
′′

+ a2u = δ,

becomes zero when t < 0,then its convolution with right hand side of eq.(3.5)exists
in D′(R) and becomes zero for t < 0, by theorem1.1.1.
So,by thm2.1.1,the solution of eq.(3.5)exists and is unique in the class of
distribution functions belonging D

′
(R) which becomes zero when t < 0,and

this solution is expressed by the convolution,

u(t) =
1

a

∫ t

0

f(τ) sin a(t− τ)dτ + u0 cos(at) + u1
sin at

a
(3.7)

is the solution of the given Cauchy problem.
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3.2 Formulation of the generalized Cauchy

Problem for the Heat Conducting Equa-

tion

The method for solving the Cauchy problem which was set out for the or-
dinary linear differential equation is also used in the solution of the Cauchy
problem for the heat conducting equation.

∂u

∂t
= a24u+ f(x, t) (3.8)

u|t=0 = u0 (3.9)

Consider f ∈ C(t ≥ 0) and u0 ∈ C(Rn). Suppose there is a classical solution
u(x, t) of this problem.
This means that u ∈ C2(t >)∩C(t > 0) and eq.(3.8)and the initial condition
eq.(3.9) for t→ 0 are satisfied this Cauchy problem.
Using the Fourier transform, and suppose

ũ =

{
u, t > 0

0, t < 0

and

f̃ =

{
f, t > 0

0, t < 0

F [∂u
∂t

] = F [a24u+ f(x, t)]

∂
∂t
F [u] = a2z2F [u] + F [f(x, t)]
where, zis a parameter.

Let F [u] = ũ and F [f(x, t)] = f̃ + u0(x).δ(t)

∂ũ

∂t
= a2z2ũ+ f̃ + u0(x).δ(t) (3.10)

Here the initial distribution u0(x) for the function ũ(x, t) serves as the ex-
ternal source of the type of a simple layer u0.δ(t) acting instantaneously and
the classical solution of the Cauchy problem (3.8)-(3.9) are contained among
the those solution of eq.(3.10)which becomes zero for t < 0.

∂u

∂t
= a24u+ f(x, t) + u0.δ(t) (3.11)
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Eq.(3.11)is the generalized Cauchy problem for the equation of heat con-
duction with the source f ∈ D′(Rn+1) and the initial distribution function
u0 ∈ D′(Rn+1)

3.3 Generalized Solution of the Cauchy Prob-

lem for the Heat Conducting Equation

Definition 3.3.1. The generalized Cauchy problem for the heat conducting
equation with source f ∈ D′(Rn+1) ,f = 0, for t < 0,is the problem finding
the generalized solutionu(x, t)in Rn+1 of the heat conducting equation

∂u

∂t
= a24u+ f(x, t) + u0.δ(t). (3.12)

We can find generalized solution of the generalized Cauchy problem for the
heat conducting equation of eq.(3.12)using Fourier transform.

f [
∂u

∂t
] = F [a24u+ f(x, t) + u0.δ(t)]

∂ũ

∂t
= a2|z|2ũ+ f̃(x, t) + ũ0

The solution is given by

ũ(z, t) = exp(−a2|z|2t)ũ0(z) +

∫ t

0

exp(−a2|z|2(t− τ))f̃(z, τ)dτ.

Applying the inverse Fourier transform and change of variables,

u(x, t) =
1

(2π)n

∫
Rn
exp(ix.z)(exp(−a2|z|2t)))ũ0(z)+

∫ t

0

exp(−a2|z|2(t−τ))f̃(z, τ)dτ)dz

Using the properties of Fourier transform and inverse Fourier transform,we
obtained,

u(x, t) =
1

(2a
√
πt)n

∫
Rn
u0(y)exp(−|y − x|

2

4a2t
)dy+

∫ t

0

∫
Rn

f(z, τ)

(2a
√
π(t− τ))n

exp(− |x− z|
2

4a2(t− τ)
)dydτ

is solution of the generalized Cauchy problem for heat equation.
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Theorem 3.3.1. Let f ∈ Mand uo be a function bounded in Rn. Then the
solution of the corresponding generalized Cauchy problem exists and is unique
in the class M and appears in the form of a sum of the two heat potentials

u(x, t) = V (x, t) + V (O)(x, t) (3.13)

where the potentials V and V (0)are expressed by the equations (3.4) and (3.8).
The solution depends continuously on f and uo in the following sense :
If

|f − f̃ | ≤ ε, |u0 − ũ0| ≤ ε0

then the corresponding solutions u and ũ in any strip 0 ≤ t ≤ T satisfy the
inequality

|u(x, t)− ũ(x, t)| ≤ Tε + ε0 (3.14)

Moreover, ifu ∈ C(Rn), then the solution u(x, t) which has been constructed
satisfies the initial condition : for each x ∈ Rn

u(x, t)→ uo(x), t→ O+ (3.15)

Proof. By the conditions of the theorem, the convolution of ε with the right-
hand side of eq. (3.16) exists in M and eq.(3.8),(3.9)and appears in the form
of a sum eq.(3.15) of the two heat potentials V and V (O) and these potentials
are expressed by the formulas eq.(2.47) and eq.(2.49), respectively.
In this way, according to the thm1.1.1., formula eq.(2.23) gives a solution of
the generalized Cauchy problem for the heat conduction equation, and this
solution is unique in the class M .
The continuous dependence of the solution on the data of the problem fand
u0 follows from estimates eq.(3.5) and eq.(3.9). The initial condition follows
from eq.(3.6) and eq.(3.10).

N.B: A necessary condition to find the solution of the generalized Cauchy
problem is that f must become zero for t < O.
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3.4 Classical Solution of the Cauchy Problem

for the Heat Conducting Equation

Consider eq.(3.8) and eq.(3.9) with f = 0.
Since u(x, t) is a solution the equation then using the Fourier transform ,we
obtained

u(x, t) =
1

(2a
√
πt)n

∫
Rn
uo(z)e

−|x−z|2

4a2t dz (3.16)

This solution belongs to the class C∞(t > 0) and therefore satisfies the
homogeneous heat conduction equation for t > 0 in the classical sense.
If the function uo is continuous and bounded in Rn, then, using formula
eq.(3.16), it is easy to see that u ∈ C(t > 0). Moreover, by the theorem
just proved, this solution is unique, belongs to the class M , satisfies initial
condition , and depends continuously on uo . So in this case Poisson’s integral
eq.(3.16) gives the classical solution of the Cauchy problem for the heat
conducting equation, and the classical formulation of this problem is correct,
while the intersection C∞(t > 0) ∩ C(t > 0) ∩M is the correctness class.The
correctness of the solution of the Cauchy problem for the heat conduction
equation may be established in a wider class, namely the class of functions
which satisfy in any strip 0 ≤ t ≤ T the equation |u(x, t) ≤ CT e

(aT |x|2). To
say the solution of the Cauchy problem for the heat conduction equation is
correctness,if these problems must satisfy the following

1. The solution must exist within a certain class of functions M1.

2. The solution must be unique within a certain class of functions M2.

3. The solution must depend continuously on the data of the problem
(initial and boundary data, inhomogeneous term, coefficients of the
equation).
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Summary

In chapter1,we discussed about Lpspaces and properties of Lpspaces ,test
functions,properties of test functions ,distributions functions and properties
of distributions functions ,Fourier transform method,properties of Fourier
transform method and inverse Fourier transform method .

In chapter2,we discussed about fundamental solutions of ordinary differential
equations and fundamental solutions of wave operator,Laplace operator and
heat conducting operators using Fourier transform . And properties of fun-
damental solutions of heat conducting operators. i.e About heat potential
and surface heat potential of heat conducting operators.

And finally in chapter 3,we state and solve Cauchy problem for heat con-
ducting operators.
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