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I\P :.' T Rl', C,(, 

The rr'ain ohi e ctive o f th is s t1]C1y was to find out the 

difficulties Oromo l e arners of f n~lish may have in pronounc­

ing certain Enqlish sound s . 

Accordinq to Contr~st ive JI.nalysis (ell.) hy!'othes is, in 

l ,=arning the p rol1unciat i Ol1 o f a second lanquaCJ0 ':1(;, tenc' to 

pronounce the fore irm sounCl.s a.ccorr.i n0 to the T)honological 

syste m o f our mother tongue, which weans that W.:J replace them 

by th,~ ne arest sounds in c>u.r n a tive lanouaqe . This is so 

because, in listenina to the ·tarnet lanouaqe we .'lear the 

fore .i.qn soune!> as i r th ~y were rat.i ve sOllOns. 

Ci\ c laims that a seconrl larCJlJaae learner !'lay find. his 

target l al1auaae difficult or r e lativelv eas y . I n the r ea lm 

of phonolooy th e difEcl.ll ty of ? seconel lanqU iVTC r.iepends both 

on th.e sounds themse lve s and on thl~.i.r ab ility to combine . 

'f10 verify this clairn of Cl\ empirically, [,2 native 

soe akers o f f'romo ,,,ere gi ve n two tests : discrimi nation and 

nroductior tests. The disc rimiration t e st "ras aimed at: find­

i ng out the difficulties the se subjects ,"ay hilve in discri­

winat: i nq cetween F.nqlish S01)nCf; i n !l1ininal \'lairs. '('he oD:iecti ve 

of the p roducti.on t e st ~raG to .fil'.d out Hhether ' the slilij ects 

could p rod uce th" sound." \,;I'd Gh thev discrj.P1inatea ar oth"'D"i se . 

~'h2 results of thi s study reveal' thai: the suJ:>jects "lp r e 

fmmd to b" bette r in discrildn ation than .i.n "roduction. I'ost 
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of thG sounds th a':: cause d prob l e)11s for the subj rlCts we r e 

categorie s that are non-existen t in OrO)11O s uch as ;8, a, n, 

~ ;, diphthonos and consonant clusters. In s ome Ci".ses, 

sounds ~"h ich we re easily discrimin a ted and produced .111 the 

initial positions were found to be trouhler.;om~ in final 

positions. 

In creneral , areas of dif f eren ces be twe e n thp. phonemic 

systems of the two l anguages caused areater cifficulties 

for the subjects. 
... 
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CPJlF'J'.P. R ONP. 

1. Intr00uctinn 

1.1 State~ent of the P.ro~lero 

Contrastive linauistics clil.irls that in l<earninq the 

T)ronunciation of a second. language I"e tenr to p ronounce 

the foreian sounds according to the nhonolo~ical systew of 

our mother tonque, which means that we reDlac~ thew by the 

'1earest sounds in our '!lothe r tonque. This is because, j.n 

listeninq to the tarqet languaae, we hear the foreiqn 

sounds as if they ",e r e native sounds, i.e. we hear onl" 

those corrponents of the forej.gn soune's that are identical 

'Nith the sounds Of our sourC8 lanauaqe. 

Moreover. contrastive linauistics asserts that the 

chance of T,;:> learnino T)robl8r~s occurrinn wi J 1 increas'O' 

oroportionally to the linauisb c c'liffprence bet"'8en Ll and 

L2 : lingUistic difference s give ri~e to in+erfe r ence . On 

the othe r hane', the chanc'~ of' 12 l e arTJinr T)ro':lleros occurr­

i nq de creases pronortionalJ.y t o the absence of linguistic 

differences between I· l ann L2
: absence Of lin'1lliRtic 

diffe r e nces nives rise to facilitation. In line "lith this, 

"1ackey wrote: 

The similaritj,es and <'.ifferences betwe'"n 

two lanqu~ces may he in ohonoloqy, graw~ar, 

vocabulary, stylistics or qraT)!Jics. In ·t.he 

realm of nhonology, the difficulty of a 

second lanquaqe depends both on the soun ds 

themselves and on thei r abilitv to co~bine 

(Hac.kei,{ 1965 , 10 9) . 
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Unc1erstandinn of' ohone mic distinctions bscomes most 

important at those poin t s wh(C!re t .he phonemic syste ms of 

the native lanquacrc and the f ore i em lannua'1'" do not coin-

cide. 8t u0ents li.stening to a foreiqn lanauaep in the 

"larly stages ~/ill 'hear' t-..he phonemes of their own lanqu-

age, t .nat is, thev ,dll Clutomati.ca.lly classif'y new sounds 

as variants of faI'lili.ar native lanquaqe nhon(;me s. 

In the words of' '';. Pi ve rs, "Students In whose lanquaqe 

the distinction bet~lee'1 lu·1 anc' lui dop.s not determine 

diffe rences of weanino "Jill not at first notice this dis-

tinct.ion~ (OJ. R'(ve.!t.~ 19 6 8: 116). 

1'h <> inabi li l:y to di s tinauish b0.t"men phonemes also 

shows up in written '10rk where it is easv to confuse it 

,!Ii th sP"l llincr or even grammatica.l errors. The cure for the 

pupil "/hc writes "10aving" for "livino" is not only to exn-

lain the cifference of meaning, but also to improve h is 

pronunciation, ,,,hich way prevent him from ,·' ri. ting beaten for 

bi tten or si tted for seate d . The punil \-1ho pronounces run 

and ran in the same wa" moy also anpear to be in grammatica l 

difficulties, Nhere as the trouble if> phonetic. 

',Jhen. 'tie list dipJ\thonqs an" consonants, vi'? shall find 

numerous other Droblerns and begin to understand why, for 

v e xample , certain speakers have (I.i f'ficul ty w.i th lsi and lsi, 

Irl an". l.el or Inl ane I f / o l'ccor(lino to Briqht and 

McGr-2gor, 

0ne l'Jri can trib e a t. l e ast 'Jas cifficulty 
i n he'l r i.ra any diffe r ence be';:ween " ugly " 



and "anq r v ll ~,:: c3.u.se: 

1) they couate fl\ ] a'1r\ [<:I!.] 
2) they enuate [t l an~ I r] 
3) and in t hBir vernacular no nasal eve r 

nr')cenes a voiced s l:on so that they 
do not hear [nl !:'('fore [p.:l . 'l'his leads 
to an i nabi li ty to hea r anv fifference 
between unde r anf udde r or ,,,iClow ar:td 
"'indm" (BJt.tgh.t Clrzd ll c.GJtP. QoJt 7978: 180) . 

It is confusing if a speaker does not make any distinc-

tion between sounds ~Jhich chanae reeaninq; for ex?.mnle, j-f a 

sneaker p ronounces ~ and wen in the sa~~ wav the r 8sult i s 

most likely confusion . Th us, it is necessary at first to 

make s ure that these basic sounr.s of the l anauage a r e p roner-

IV p ronounced by the l ea rner of Enqlish. 

As Fn a li sh and ('romo are t~TO in depenclent and unrp lated 

languages, Sr.rrlish ann. f)romo I',honemic svstell'S 'l.re diffe r e nt. 

'i'herefore, certain Bna l ish phonell'es are hard nuts t.O c rack 

for Oromo l e arners of ~ngliGh. 

Hence , this studv attemDts to r evea l the difficulties 

encountpred by nroll'O l e-3. rne r s of Enalish in nronouncing 

certain Enrrlish segmental phone mes . 

1 02 Aim of th e Studv 

';In teachina the nronunciatior:t of an" l anguage the firs t 

thing to do is to draw up an inventorv of the ","onemes of 

t .hat language" (C IVtf ]ame!.> 19 80: 741. Phon emes operate to 

disti'1guish one word f r om anot.her . "'hus, in P.nqlish, the 

ini t.ial consonant.s o f th8 ',JOrds hin din - k i n - pin - sin -

tin - Vlin fo r>!'1 a seri8s of phonemes. I n the same \vay, the 

vowels in the wores b pr>n. - ~:,in - ban - barn - born - bonp -
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baIle forI1' a series of vow',,} t:lhonemcs . 'l'he imoortance of 

<3s t ablishina the nhoneme s ',~hen teachine< th p. nrol'lunciation 

of a l anouarre is that the learner !11us1: be able to distin-

guish one phoneme ~roll' anot~er if he is ~o achieve any 

r eliable deqree of int211igibility at all. It is far Il'ore 

imoort ,mt t .hat he should make a clear distinction between 

the sounes of the di fferent: phoneI1'.es. (lnce he h as got the 

difference between nhonemes clear, one can, one likes 

and has the time, shaT)9 thE.' sounds to a more E:nglish quality. 

Until he has Qot the ~honeme il istinctions clear he - anr. 

his hearers are in oe rpetual danger of losing intelliai-

The probleIl' of waking distinctions between phone mes is 

so becauce, in listening to t he taroet lanouage, 'ole hear 

the foreion soune'ls, i. e . we h'"a r onlv those co.nlJonents of 

the fore ion sounes that are idE'ntical with the sounds of 

our source lanauaoe . 

By the salTIe token, Oromo-speak ina learners of English 

may have difficulties in the pronunciation of certain 

English phonemes. There fore , this study attemlJts to 

1. make a cOlTInarative Stu0y of segmental phone mes 

of English and Oromo, and 

2. classify the nronunciation e rrors according to 

their t yoes - Dhonemic , phonetic, allophonic 

and distributional . 
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1. 'I Signi fl.canc8 oi' t'l0 St. udy 

'!'he re an~ many r e3sons why En(111.sh is taught in nearlv 

"lvery country in thE" world. Bnall.sh has b..,come the r~ost 

wide l y spread of the v8ry few lanauaaes that can Cluall. fy as 

truly internation31 is a fact that we have to live with 

and take advantaae of - sin c E' Enqlish has to be taught as 

such : to speak of English a s a Lan(1uage of Internati onal 

COmffilli,ica tion (ELIe) m~ans that we no lonner spe ak on ly of 

the nature of the lanauag'~ , b ut of its functior. as we ll. 

A.s Gerard G. Hardin (1979, 4) st.at.es, "Rncrlish hi'ls b e come 

the lang uaae of inte rn"lt.1.ona l communicati on because it is 

the lar.guaqe of: c'ominant 8 COnOl"l.c ann pol l. tici'll ))ower." 

Although Rnqlish is the thin: or fourth languaqe fnr 

many Et.hiopians , i 1: is taught for ...,ractical uses of COT'l-

municat ion; it serves as the lannuaae of instruct.ion in 

secondary and hiahcr education and as a necessary U.nk with 

r esources beyond the country 's bounnarl.es . In the words nf 

ge nder , 

Bnqlish has a negll.·gible number o f native 

speakers in ~thiopia, but i'lt the pr~sent 

it has a crucial TJo sitl.on in e(lucat i on, 

COImnerce, aove rmnen t and international 

communication , and from this point nf vie'T 

it can be regarded as a major Ethionian 

languaae (Be.ndv!. e.:t at. 197 6: 12). 

an the other hand, like many other l\fric i'm c ountries, 

Sthl.opia is a multilingual countrv. Of these Ethiopian 

lRnguaqcs, some are s o i mportant fo r the 0ay-tc- day acti-

v i ties of the peon I e . 'I'o again quote Bende r, 
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Ethionia has four or Five lancnFlCT0s ~1hich 

are so importan t. in the li fOe o f the nation 

ei ther bv th~ number of thpir nativ'" speakers 

or the range of t.rleir us "> as a secon d. lanrru­

aqe that ~ay be callec the 'malar languages' 

of the country (Galla, ':'iariana, :O;nqlish, . 

Somali) U.ba. I • 

1',s l11entioncd abov'~, Oromo is one of the '1'\ajor lanquaaes 

of F'thiopia. It is widely spoken in the wesV~rn and s outhe rn 

adroinistrative r eqions. In ·this reaard BenCler wrcte: "Prom 

a b r oade r nersnect.i ve, among the ll.fro-llsiatic languages 

Oromo ane Amhar i c are among the four mos t imnortant nUl11e-

rically (after Arabic and Ransa)" (J.bJ.d.). 

Similarly, Th0 Stateman's Yea~-BC?5:'~_ n ::3 r d 
ed. 1 9P.6/8 7, 

o. 450) has the follo'~ing t o sav ahcnt. the oromos : "The Oro!ros, 

some whf) are Christian, some M·uslim, some Paaan, c0mnri se 

about 40% of the entire porulat ion and are a nastoral ann 

agricultural people OF Hamitic orinin . " 

'rhe r efore , understandin9 the nrob l ems facee by P.thionian 

le a rne rs of F,nqlish in gen p. ral and those of Oromo l earners 

of Enqlish in D"irt.icular is o f narmnount imDortance. '1'0 

this e ffect, this study may 

1. he lp to unders tand the difficulties OroJ'1O l earners of 

Engli s h h ave i n th9 p ronunci a tion of certain English 

phonemes; 

2 . help to make so",e Qedagogic recommendations as r egards 

teachinq "'n g lish as a foreign lanauage to Oromo learners 

of Enalish; and 

3. serve as a preliminary work for Further investigation 

i n tbis arra o~ ~tudy. 
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104 Score of the Stucy 

This study reals r:)D ly ",itJo tJoe s,"qmental phonemes of 

-:;;nglish aT1d ('romoo It endeav ours to finc'l out. the d i fficu l·· 

ties Oromo l e arners of English may have in nr.onouncing 

Bnglish phonemes and their variants by comparing the r hone-

mic systems of the two languages. 

10 5 Definitions of Terms and f,ymbols 
, 

Oromo = The Oromo lanauage and its native speaker 0 

Galla = The nai11e used by non-C"l romos to r efer to melT'bers 

nf Oroma nat.iona li ty 0 

Phonei11e = The smallest contrastive unit that may brinq 

abnut a chancru of ",eO'ninq {BJtJ..p ht and McGJte.goJt 

1978:1791. 

Allophone = Variant 'Jf a phoneJl'e (r. A . WJ...thJ..n.6 1978: 48 J • 

9iphthon<) .. J>, a1ifl.8 from one vowel to another. (J 0 '0, 0' con­

nOJt 1976 : 107), 

Closec'. syllabl e = 1', svllai:lle endin0 in a consonant soundo 

Open syllable = 1'. sy l lable e ndin'l in a vowel SOun0 0 

[ ] = Dhonetic notat.ion 

/ / = phonemic n o tati'Jn 

, = denotes vowel len9.th . 
[ft] .. de n tal 

[0 ) = v(:-ice less 

Do uble consonants = denotes gemination 

• Vowe l l enath is nhon3mic and so is qemination in Oromo. 
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2 . Review of Relat.ed J·i terature 

2.1 English PronuncirJtion 

"Pronuncii'ltion is the us., nf a sound Rvs1:.em in speak-

ing and listeninq" (17. Lado 19 64: 70). SimilrJrly, C'. Str'2-

Yens defines pronuncii'ltion as 

The sect0r of lanqu8c;e vThere the orqaniza­

tion of syntax and semantics, haviJ'lrr f i rst 

been oenerated in the brain as i'l series of 

solely mental p roGGss - silent, instant­

aneous, electri.cal ano. chemical - i s con~ 

verted into "'Gotor 2'.cti vi tv, which in tUr'1 

pro0uces acoustic effect, i.e. aueibl" 
sounds (P e.telt S;ULev~ ,~~ 1977: 8 1). 

''iri tten Fner li.sh ann. spoken En',; lish are obviC'usly very di ffe r-

ent thinC's. l']ri tin" consists 0.:" marks on naner which make. 

n o noise ane'! are taken in b~' the eve, whilst. speaking is 

organizeo soune, tak"n in bv the ca r. 

The main Drob l ",,,, of P.ng lish nronunciation is t o b uild a 

n evi set of boxes corresponoing to the sounns of Enqlish, and 

t o break down the arrangement of hoxes which the habits of 

o ur native lanC'uaqe has s o stronerly bui lt un. !'1e 00 this 

by e stablishinq new ways o f hearinrr, ne"! ways of usino our 

speech o r 'Jans , nel. speech h flb j. ts. In line with this, 0'Carmor 

llnfortuni'ltely , it is never e ilSV to establish 

aood habi t_s li t is all-rays the bad habi ·ts l"hich 

c0me Mo s t TIi'lturi'1.l1y, i'lncl yo u l"ill n"'Gd t o do a 

a reat deal of har d work if' YOU want to build 

yourself a s8t o f gnC' lish h0xes which are nearlv 

as firm as those of your ovm lanquaqe (O'C Of'lf'lOIt -

1976:3) . • 
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r~i'lny educators ' worry is ".hieh Fnnlisl-t to tCC'lch. '1'l-tere 

arC) rn.any different. kin.J.s of ;'nn] ish os th", rc 'lr:o spf,akers of 

it; r,o two T)p.opl e sneak e xactly alike - one can always hear 

differences rehlcen tl-t '~m - anc1 the nronnnciation of FnalJ.sh 

varies a great. do:>.al in di fferen+c neo,.,.raphical areas. How 

do we decide Ivhat sort of English to use as a r,1cdel ? "'his 

is not a question which can h:c decided in the same way for 

C'Ill foreinn l earners of Encrlish. In this reaard, O'Ccnnor 

sC'.ys, "It would be a mistake i.n these circl1rrtst:ances tc use 

as a model B.B.C. r:nqlish or BPythina of the sort .. 

(-<'b-<.d. ; 7). 

On th" othp.r hand, if O)~(, l.ives in an i!r~C! "Jhe r ", there-

is no traditional use 0f r.:nr,lJ.sh ane' no hody of people who 

speak it for aen0ral commun:i.cation nurnoses, then one ~ust 

take as his mode l SOIT'S form of nati vo TCnqlish nronunciat ion, 

and whicr forI!' one chooses doe s not very I'luch matter 0 The 

most sensible thin" t o do is to take as one ' s !Tiod.el the sort 

of Enqlish which one can hear most. often. 

Phon p.mes are the basic eleJT'ent:s used in a pronunci ation 

of words. The 44 nhon8m8s of rn<"lish a r e the bas ic cont­

rasts which Make it possible for us to keep word or lcnr,er 

utte r ance separate f r om every other , /~-<':£/from /6-<'£/ and 

/p-<.a/ from /b-<'o/, etc. But 8C'.ch phoneme may be reDresented 

by different sounns in different positions, so the differ­

ent ;t-30unos in ;tea. and buo both rerresent the /;t/ rnone:rre 

anc1 the three h~ounds in he, ha.t, 1,,110 illl rrmrcsent t.he 

sing l e /h/ phoneme. 



• 
- 10 -

This SUc;qe sts tHO stet0e!.; in th e le~rntnr:r o f iJ r 0nuncia­

tion g the first j s to be ab l e to produce 44 vowels anc con­

sonants vlhich are (lj ff " r e n t, so that the "'f)rCls ana l onqer 

utterances of !"nolish do n o t at anv rate sound the saJl'e, so 

that /61.:!'../ emf' /61.,i/ 5 0000. different. Jlt this stage the 

learner "Jill not "mrry about which of the !,ossibl(~ h-sounds 

he is usino; any of th~m will serve? to oist.i..nrTuis~l ne.aJ: 

/h1.:t/ from eat /;':t/I But obviol1slv if the l earner uses 

a particular sound in a word whe r e an Enolish speaker uses 

a different sound b e lonGinG to the SaI11e nhoneme , t.h.," effect 

will b e cdd; he will n 'Jt be misl1nrerstoocl - th <lt c c ulc only 

ha1?P8n if he usef' a souncl belondn" to a diff;:,n,nt phcneme­

but h e will not he performin c: in an Snrrlisr '"av, and if this 

h appen s with many of the t)hone",es it 1"ill contribubc = 

foreign accent. 

So the second sta0.e in l earnin rr nrommr:iRtion must I)e 

t o learn to use oS TTlany different soun(ls as is necessary to 

r eprese nt a oarticular phoneme . In the ory -3. sing l e phoneme 

is repre senterl hy a diffe r erd: 1Ooun(l in e very nifferent posi­

tion in which i t occurs, but mcst of these diffe r Gnces will 

be made automaticallv by the learner. It is only in cases 

where this is unlikely to happen that it Vlill be necessary 

to worry about oarticular souncs ~li thin a ph oneme . 

The re is one oth",.r r 2 lati on he t.1'1er" n sOlln ii and phon~",e 

which Maeb.eu (7965) not<?s to 0 1V8 trouble . W~re is an 

examnle: in l"nalish /d/ and /~/ ? r e r1iff",ren t ohr.nem8s; in 
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S'oonish there are sounis which a re simil?r to t.hose used in 

"nl~ lish to renresent t.'1ese phoncrnc-,s - Wr! Ciln wri to the m 

d and a 1 but in Spanish th2 E"" two sounds be lo"q t o the same 

~honeme -- when the phoneme occurs he tween v0wels it is 

repr8 sented by 1f, as in naaa, 'nothinCT', but ,vhi'm it occurs 

in initiC!l position it is represented by rl, as in do./,. 'two' . 

This wi 11 cause di fficul'cy for the Soanish speaker because 

al thouc,h he has mnre or l ess t108 Silll'€ snun<'ls 'U, in F.nclish 

he is no·t abl{' to use them indepe ndent 1" anrl ",hen(~ver an 

Enc;lish /d/ nccurs betweo n v0wels hI' '''ill be in danger o f 

usin q /a/ I an" confusinG blte. ecU.n9 /bri:<Ji.n/ "ri.th bltp..a:thinf/ 

/hri:Hn/ an o tvhenever ""n9lish /~/ occur s in initi;ol posi­

tion h e wi ll Dr-> tn oi'mr;(~ r of usino /<1/, ond confusinco they 

/1fei/ ane' dalj /opi/. I n g"me ral, if' t',70 snunrls belonc- to 

one phoneme in ('ne's l anguaqe, but. to t'·10 ('iffere nt phonemes 

in English there will be d an qc r of confusions until one has 

l e arnt tc foraet the h'lb i t s of ('ne 1 s lannuil0"c an d use the 

sounds inden-::mdently as in !':nglish . Accordinrr to O'Conner, 

"This C31l be done by careful listeninG anr'! accurate use of 

the speech oroans and a greet e'(;a l of practice" (ibid.: 14) • 

On the other hand, in an rnalish nhone~ic a lphabet we 

include [b] a nd [pJ to r e prescl't all the nccurrences of 

sounds recoqnizec' bv Fnglish sreakers as [1>1 a nd [p], This 

does n ot mean that". all pronunciations of r p l "Ire the saJ'lP. 

T:ley are not. In the wo rd pl.t the initial sound is aspi-

rated, that is follol,'c-:I by a r elease o f ?ir. In t he 1tlC' r" 
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<'>pLt, it is nnt. But in Enr; lis!o the (liffpr~nce be twe <?n 

aspiratGc' p and non-asDiratec1 r T'1 i'lke s no ci:"ference tc 

meaning. If it did, "/'3 should neen t"/O symbo l s. I f we do 

need to refer to differen t pronunciations nf [p] in differ-

'=nt phonetic contp.xts, we can call the m the allophones o f 

(pJ. Ew'n the n Rtive spea.ker ~lithout Y)honctic tra ininCT 

finds allonh ones difficult t o r ea r beca use nIl o ur exneri-

enee in understanc'linn En C; lish ras tauCTht us to igno r e them 

and atte nd only t .O the phonemi c di fferences . nne of t:h~ 

easiest Cliffe rencns t o spot is that beh/Ren t'1c tv10 a llo-

nhones o f (J'l i n little . "~ric;ht an0 1"c(:;renor say, "To an 

'Sng lish ear m'llV foreign s082.kf'rS . 'h o r!o n o t make this 

" distinction RPnear to say I tlZ-e.t,{)'/ { R,~,{qh;t al1d Mc.GltlZ-go,,,-

197 8: 1791. 

'r,.o lannuans s may (Fffer c0nsiClerably :Ln the corob ina-

tions they pe rmit ; this May be a nreat source o f d i f ficulty 

in learninCT to ;:)ronounce a seconr1 lan<1uan e. For exalTtf' Ie , 

En g lish, French and Russi a.n have th8 sounils /~/, 1;,1, IIJI, 

but the Fnnlish or Prench l earner t)f tl.ussian has difficulty 

in combininn them into Russian vJC1r(ls. 

Not only the comhinations th~ms01ves are differe nt , hut 

also are the pasi tions in which they occur. The n ', is, for 

example, a bia difference in Ennlish in the number o f combi-

nations permitted before stJ:;: s sf'd vO','e ls imf' the numb0 r 

allowed 2ftcr them ; the r e i s also in Dussian. But thOS2 

permittee'! b e f o r e the vowe l in Fussinn a r~ not th " 52.me 
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'is those perl".ittcfl l)~f()re the vow,l jn Fn(Tlish; S0 thil t it 

is 8asy for an Fnrrlish ST)8~1r;..;.r· tn cnrl a NorC! in / - ts/, as 

in the \Jo r d cats, but harde r fn r r.i1'T1 tn bcc:.tn a wor d wi t h 

/t8-/, as h," vli ll neeC!. t", if he haT)1"c ns to be IpC\rnin ~ 

Russ i an . For thn. sa1'T1'? ' r eason, 

Spilnish learn8rs of Fna lish will T) r<:lI1ouncs; 

the Hard o;(:earl as /estel:/ and dltugo;(:O fCe. as 

/drAaestor/; f c'r 31thOllfTh Snilnish has the 

combination / -6t/ aft e r a st.resscfl vow" l 

it does not hClva it befor'3 one , and never 

beuins a vJOrd wi.th //:,:1:- /' (Mac.k.el/ 1965, 84). 

Combinatir:ms of s ounds can Dresen t di f£'iculties . In 

every laneJuag€' then') are r es tricti ons on arouns c:f conson-

ants that occur at, the heginninr< of a wore, 'initi?l 

clusters' , anc'l those ti1at occur at the e nd. o f ~ word,' fin a l 

c:lusters' . Jls J.Ke.Yl i'lOfC;(:hy (1987 : 16) writes, "'Elle r e stri.-

tions a r €' o f two tynes : (1) restrictions on nuro.b~: r; (1) 

r e strictions nTI which consonants can o ccur and in ,,]hat order." 

For ex amp 1,," , in lC n01ish tberE' are i.n i ti al cluste rs of hlO 

cr three, anc1. no more (nlace/sp li t). In cln.sters of t .hree ' /:, ' 

is aIYrays the first , so • rf.,->-U: ' i s not a ')ossible :<:nalish 

word. Some lannuaqes have a restriction in n'.:u-nber of 'one ', 

i. e . no clusters are ))ermitted e :lther in initial o r final 

positi on or both. 

If t he learner ' s native lan(Tuam~ has, s""!' two as its 

unDer lirrit in initial consonant clusters , th-=n !Jronouncinq 

8ncrlish three-terr!! clusters may cause problems. In the words 

of J . Kenwoltth,], " An C! eV,2n if the Ip "lrner's language does have 

three-term initial clusters, if the learne r is not used to 
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n rocucin 'j narti cular consonants 1n a ...,articular on":-"r, this 

:nay l e a d to prob lel'ls" ( /~b-i.d.: 77) . 

2 . 2 Ororro and its PnOn8 lTICS 

The 0romo lanCTuao'2 in :sthiooia has :nany ilivisions, 

though it i s not clear just how far +:h('se eli visions really 

r ep r e s ent differences i n sl'xoecp anl'l ho",' much they ar~, 

simply geoaranhical. Be ndeJt e..t aR . (1 9 75) assume that there 

ap~ at least five dialects of Oro!'lo: Mecha (western), TuleJ11a 

(central), r.vol lo, Raya (r,o r t h e rn), eastern and southe rn. 

The question can fairly be asked as to r~he the r t.he 

Growo of Bthiopia is really onE' lanqu.arre wi th wn ll- markec1 

dia l ect differences, or s(c,ve ral l an(11laaes . I'ost ohs"! rvers 

(c., g. AndJtz ejewoQ-i. 1960) r p,?ort that Ga..Has f'rom one a r ea 

may haw: cifficulty in acjustiDr. to the cialect of a 

diffp. r ent area , but that the ac'just.l'1fmt does take p lace , 

r E:g uirina a few ~Ieeks or at most. a f'e~' l'lonths . 

Simj larly, 13e nc1er has thE' followina to say, "But on 

the grounds of l'lutual intelligibilitv an(' basic vocabul ary, 

/ 

i t S88ms fair t o !'laintain that Fthionian raII a is onc l an-

quage " ( BendeJt e:t. aR . 1976: 130) . 

On the other hann, Loslguage .{.n F..th-i.op-i.a by !'.r,o Bende r 

et al. (1976) a ive,.:a (Tood account of ()ro!'lO from a ge ne ral 

'}oint of vie.,. In the phonoloay s8ction it qiv<?s five bas ic 

vow?ls. These vowe ls (-i., e ,a, o ,u) may occur short or lona ; 

the l ong vowe Is are indicated by -i.:, e.: , It :, 0 : , u: . 



similar n u~be r of v0",,'ls j .!l Oro1'1o. 

in "i:E: rms 0"= bcinrr short and loner, l.J(~ r.et: A. t .ota.l of t e n 

'T'h,~ consonants of Oromo are very la.roe l '.1 those o f the 

~thiot?ian-area lanC]"uaa,9s : I n ' , t', 1'1, f , t , t I, !" , 1 , d , P , s , 

v V I V 'V V 1. . , 

n , C , C , j , n , s , r,. , It , ~ , ':i , 7 , w, y/. ThA a jective 

s2ri,"s occur excent for Is' /, and also tho a l veoJ.ar dental 

stmo /DI foun d in Cushiti c a"d Ornntic lanruacr~s but. not in 

S ,:~p\itic . The voi:::c>Cl Iz l doc s not occur excent i n loan words. 

The> glotta l stop It I i s found in Mecha diaJ c ct b ut 

t e nds to disannear in Tul."ma. , r es n l tinq in a I m'.c;t h<>!lincr of 

the follc.!incr vO\~eJ or consonant. 

Examp£e : 
lie c h(1 :?aru J .to pe.-t anqltl! ' 

T u£ e ~"a: a : ru " 
Mecha : h a r?a ' toda. lf ' 

T u£e,~a, har ra " 

."8 to conso'1an t clusters , groun of three consonants a r e 

broke n up bv t.h " int.roauct ion of a vO"1e l Iii . 

erq-i - na ' we .6end ' (f r om erc+na) [-i. b-i.d.: 13?1. 

[mothe r imnortcmt book in 1·,hich a O':'.enti on of Oroll'o 

'Th'::. hook in it.s chante r, Olton;o 06 

174). in the nhonoloay sect.ion, 

through charts, deals -'lith tb ", consonant and vowel sounds, 

s uprase~Rntal?and !!1orDho~honcmics . Lone< vo'"e18 arc repre-
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sent~ed by th0 doublin '1 of tl !0. rarti eu lar VOHAl so that, 

for c:,amr l e , the shor t fl i ',:, 1:ah a I lack I is rlistinGuisl'e c, 

fro;:r th e> l onq (Ut in Vaaba ' pJ.al,t' 

hnother booy wort!'! mentioninq if) n Battista Cavalieri'l ' ''' 

GIt.amma;(;,i.c([ de),.f.a U.YlRua Ollomo (1 9 3<)). '1'11i8 book which is 

wri.·t t c n in Italian, sta.r.t.s wj 1:1'> a cescri1:)tion of tho; (' ramo 

sounds and states that flrolao saunas ~'r? not r'lifferon't from 

Italian in most case s. Fo X" ~.:x arn"'l p., the 1! sOlm d (' wh i ch is 

an important phoneme i n Oromo is s aid to b e the same as ,the 

V souna in Sicilian d ialect [thr. 60Ullce <1-6 q/~o:tr..d. by DejeYltz 

l eta (!::lPo: 1 2 )]. 

2.3 Li tpraturs on th" Th ,;,orie s of Contrastive nnalys .is (e1') 

<.3 .1 ~radi t iona l Ap~lications o~ eA 

contrastive analysis is a branch o~ linauistics 

which trie s to discov,-,r :3 i PlJlarities anr d:i.ffe r en ces 

bet.wee n b~o lanauages by contrastir.n svsteIllaticallv 

the different structures of the lan0UClrH~S i r. qu,~-;s tion. 

Contrastive linguisti cs clair'S tha':. a fK eone' 

12lnquaQe lcarne :>:" encount2 r D v arious problems whEn h '" 

learns the taract lanauage . This is so b c" causp Dis 

nat i ve tonrme habi 1:S ,·,hicD are C1e"ply root,e d come in 

the way when an individ u a l strives to l earr. L~ . ~h u s , 

he tends to transfer hi s lanouaqe hahi~s onto th0 

tar0et languaae . 

states : 

:tn Sl1l!Dort. of t:his vie-,., ~. . IJRdo 
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fTl r ans :Fo r is th.,=: :~xt.ens i0n of a n ativ,~ 

lanr.U(lnc habi t :i_Tlto the tar("f(~t lan0ua!~ ~(} 

Hi th o r i.7i.th.out. the awa r(-:nt;~s of +:h'; 
l ea rner. ~"h ,m t.he transfc'rre c'l habit i.8 
acc~nt-ahle in. 1:ar\T'.:t l anrruc.v ..... e, H0. h3.vQ 
fa c i Ii i': .. a tinD. T"1h(~1i tr~ trans f2rret1 habit: 
is liJ.lacccntA.c l e i::.'J. the tar,....8t. lan("!'uarr·D TllO 

have inte rferen ce i:tr1<'1 em extra l ea rnin G 
burden is assuTIky1 I R. Lado 1964: 277.) 

'l'0 this effect, an i ndi v.ic' ual learner fau,s ·:'ifficul-

t i e s i.n the US0 ("If certain ;"honel"E's "!no t heir variants that 

may only e xist in the i:a.rCjc t lannJC1.0e. A~ R. La~o ex~ lains, 

r.;xnorience 8hoW3 t.l"1-3 t \',h0.n th<·) fon~ig!1. 

l anr,u{l0.'0. 18arnor use s a nh0n~rne vJhich. 
cJGOS nnt exisi". in the learn':~ r' s n.flt.iVl) 

lan rr uane , that is, \\rh(~n therf=! i .s n o 
phoneJ'le in the ;';:'.ti Vf' li'm,-,ua,c; that 
cou10 )w tr"lnsf",:n:,o,1 to thE' forp.iC'n 
lanc'u aC'", and act.ually f unction a." the 
..,hr.ncJ11f" in (Tu0stior., thf" stu0cnt ,,,il l 
n ot. b~ ah l e to ;lr"'dL1c~ that nhon r-::me 
rca..-1ily in l;;arnin r t he for8irn lanrpl= 
a<"'n. Eo '.rill subsi-.i. tute S0!'lA ot.h n r 
phonef'"lG -I=rom his nati.ve stock. ?xn2 ri= 
ence anc Axr>eri",en~:s als0 "ho", that t .he 
learne r i 'rill h a vo t rollPlr-: l e? r nin('t as 
~.,el1 AS Droollci!:J'" t he nQ'·,r 1;:!1o'l1erne (R .. 
Lado 795 7: 131 • . 

Contril.st i vc li n c:uistics, I"or"(wcr , clai.ms t hat mi'ny 

0f th" difficulties in L?ar n i YlC" "2 are r1uc to the f act thi'lt 

L';! c' iffe rs from L l • Theref~re , unnerst.anninr" the arc-a of 

d i ffGrences between T"l an," L2 v'Qulf' faci li tat", t:he teachinn 

an (~ l carninr o f L'1 for it t,rinO's forth the Y'\r()}::,lE~matic 
~ 

sounds ,.,hich i n t urn h e l '- l-tnn c in t t.hc errors H';'lt r.re likely 

to re sult. owinc; to int'2 rfc.~rE=;ncE' . In thi.s r e0ar f. ~~.ackcy 
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T)iffe r (.'·nti a1 cJ·; scrj,'C·tion is of T'larticular 

in terest to l i::'In qua~f{! teachinQ hcca1Js(! !tlan.::' 

o f the r.1i fficulties in lp.i'lrntna i'l sGcond 

lannuaC'c are due to tbe fact that i. t 

r'liffers from th," first . So that. i f ,~e sub­

tract the charactHristicR of the ~irs t 

lanquaC!e from t.hOCJ8 o~ the seconcl , v-lh2t 

TJresuroably r~mQinG is a li st 01- the l eam.Gr's 

dif fi cu1ti~s (Maekey 19 6 5 : 80) . 

Furthermore, Ci\. can be useful for pro pi'.rin(J t p ach-

ing materials. Tn the. wores or Ch arles C . "'riGS in 

his hook , "'eachinq and Lea rni.n C! Fncrlish as a Fore i an 

LanC:UROC , IiT.he most e ffr: ct. iv~ J"l"Iaterials .:::ire those th a t 

are has8d on scientific dcscri:>tion of the, 1i'ffi0uaqe to 

be learnt carefully COTJpare c1 Hi. t .h a parall·"l descrip-

tio~ of the nativ3 l~r ~ uare o~ the learn~rn ( Cha~i e6 

F ~{. e6 1 9 4 5: 9). 

In line 1!lith t:his; e. nurrher of fnnc1arN::',nt a l an~ 

app U cd ob-j('cti ves havetra0 i tionall.;' been C'.tt:dbuted 

to eJl, 

1. Providj,n n insights i n t o similarities and diffp. r -

ences between l.anguaqes; 

~ 0 exp laininn a n d ~)r2dictin'" nrob l elPs j,n :r~2 l r'!a IT'ing; 

30 de velonina course ;nat.eri a l for lannuacrz ·t e .'lchin C'! 

(T h ea Van F I s at al . lq ~1 : 40) . 

I n s upnort o f th0S0 ohj e ctives of r~. R. Lado 

:.:irguecl, 

'!'he ke" to fl-'~r.:::cs o f c"i"fi cul.tv li~ s in -r.be 

comna ri son het'i'10c?n the nati ve ancl th:~ forei['!) 

1 2nauaa.e. Sinc2 an i.nc'ividual tends t o 
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transfer the; f c;: Lur;~ 5 O~ F)iS nativ(~ lanqu..-· 

acre to th0 for(~ t gr. l. an.Guafl'p. I A. coronRrati V~ 

st.UOv ,,,Jll b ~ Il[l s ful in id(!nt.ify inq t.hn 

lik.,~nesses and rl . .:t.. ffe re nr.e ~ he')tHr-"!en tll~; 

12H"qua rres and thu;.; Qnatl(~ th'0 l i!10nist to 

n r coict. a r eas of 0.ifficul t v for the s c' cond 

lano-uaC"R l~arner I HJ! . SteJt Y! 19 86 : 159 ). 

From these obje ctive s of (' /I. i t can h e in f.8rren 

that . CP, Cl iffers from oth'-, r annroaches l e . g. eJtJtoJt 

ana.R y~.{..6) in so far t.hat i t ooes not actua l] y t ake the 

L2 learner into a ccou,"1t. Tt is base,j on t:he s imilari­

ties and differences tha·t exist bet"le8n two or l'1or e 

lanru aoes , a t the Si).ll'C t .i!"o takinC" into ·1.ccount a 

nmrll.' cr of axioms about l '2 learninq he!1aviouL 

lis to v a ri o u s !~ypothe scs D\lt. for.varrl by lincuists 

r e<jardinq r:.l' , I ,uls8'1ed Frk i hnn 11981 , 7) sl.'.l11marizes as 

fol l ows: 

1. ·that a n 8 '" nh Ol',e'l'e in L? constitute s a difficul tv 

fo r t:h c nati V 0. lancn.:aC'e .sneake r s; 

~o thf!t. l e arn.i.n,,:! a comp l ete l v ' P. f2\t.r nhonp!Y1e is much 

e asier than l '=arnina ono Hhich is nart.ia lly in a 

similar c l ass in the tar r:ret lan~ua("'e ; 

3 . tllil.t al l .'lew ohone mc s are not equally ,'Ii fficul t to 

l e arn s ince some ire.\V be Marc diff i cul t t haI' others 

b Gcause of (Ii fference s i n arti.culati on a t t.he phone-

tic level 01: -:>roc}ucti on and nercepti on ; 

(t . that a ne,., Dhonetj.c cif f 0. r e nce bet\-men the native 

a nd the ta r CTct. lanc; ue.Cle i s s()mcti1'1es mo r l? dif ficult 
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~. t~at differences j.n alloDho~ic variat ions of the 

corre!'mon r'l inc: ohonen1es. "po eli. ffc renr::, s in the 

distributional vari im ts lTlilV result in ' .... ronq 

;lerceotion of the: same ryhOn'1l:lPS t:hrou1h ,-:onfusion 

~Ii t .h othe rs. as well as ,vrono pronunciation 0 

2 .3.2 Pre vious i'lor'ks 

In the 1 11 6°5 , there Wlrc nuite a :"e1'7 Dapers 

' .... ri tten "hich clail"le,~ teo be abl'" to nr(>(1ict e rrors in 

i:hc pron un ci ation of s e c ol". r1 li'tn('marre l ea rne r s on the 

ba.sis of a Ci'\ of t h " phonolor<ies 0 " the NL and ~L. 

]'~ll 18arner ~ rrors ~.n p ror un c iation T'Je rr~ f e lt t o 

o ri C! ina1:e -frorr l"'\~ qai:iv::. t r vns.f€'r - +:hat is /1 th;.~ 

l e arner ' s ? tt'~mnt to uS c, j.nanr>ropriate sound patterns 

of the NI. in n lac'" of H .\8 ~,ounc1 nattern.s of th.=, TI ·. 

Elaine E . 'Taror<: in I' is a ri-ic10 . The Phonoloqv of 

Interlanquil.ge in Un d c' rs ·tanc1inrr secone" an r1 r.o r ci r ·'j1 

Li'\n~'ua(le Learn inn, (cd. by .Jack C. Richard £, 1 9 7 8 ~ 16-20) 

SWUll'ari zes some of th e e xperimental f'tu(li ' )s ca:t'ried out to 

find cut nronunciation l?roblcms "acf'Jd h'1 L2 l 8 arners as 

fol101>lS: 

Briere 's r esults sbov'8r1 in E16 E that cr., u.s it 

>'Ies cOlnJT1only beine; used to pr8cict nronunciatio n 

p roblp.Jlls for L2 l ';arners, '.;as not c01"nle t ely success­

ful i n its nre<'lictiollS of l"arner nerfor"1an c c on a n 

e xperiMental task. 
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Other eXl):2' ril11,.:nt.al st.unies nsincy isolat(;-:;o ~,qor(~s 

an d sy llablcs ex amlll P(' the )"ercE'Dt.ion 0" sDe0. ch sClmds 

by speakers 0" se lTer"!l lan"".'a"",s . Carroll i'\n ry :'~ apon 

(1 95 7-1958), Lot.z (1%0) and Scholes (1C!'~) h"-0 

result" in~lcat.in ~ that neqative transfer from the NL 

was in fluencinrr subjects I performance on 8 xDerime n tal 

percention tasks, ''ihile S t e vens (196 9 ) "md S i n~t, and 

Black (1966) conclude,,- that. t.he subj ec1:s ' perc(mtion 

of some TL feat.ures o, ,-,, rated j.nr.'lenendently of their 

first lancruane back<]:Lol'nd • 

• Johansson (1 ) "13) r f'?crts on a very 8x';-.cnsive study 

~Ihich analvzes th.c; G,emrcntal inte rl annua0'~ p honol oqies 

of 18n nativ" snea"ers of nine Cl i ff'-'r8nt l a.rw u a're s, 

Nho t~ere a<;\:0n to r ,~",ort. f ~7cdiGh (~'T , ) ,,'orcls and sen­

t en ces ·whi.cll they hearr.'l on t?lD~' . 

The research er conr;l ucJes from h"r st.ucy that. 'a 

larne nUJ11ber of tlw substi tnt.ions madp. could h;Jve bee n 

predict.ed by rp '; hO?lCV0 r, she also concludes that 

t.h8 re W8re sone r<em~ ral comIno!". dirAct.j ons for sub-, 

stitlltion follo'"ed by a ll lanq uac:e "r0I1ns . 

Her study reveals r.b?t It. is not. enoucrh to p r('­

diet that diffe rel1ces b'.'c t.ween -t:WO Dhonolo']'ica. l syst.ems 

will aut.omFltically creat .8 l earninr: uroblcn'R in e xact 

nro)"ortion to the de~.cee o' di.~-Fe rence bet.ween t.hem. 

In SODe c 'lses, ~lL ann TL sQun r1s ~lhich sep.me r.'l to be 

ve ry ell f'feren-t: Dre Sp.n te i ! no learninr< r,rohlern . 
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Johansson's ~ata sug0~st that one of the constraints 

involved in shar>ing t:h" relaU.v'e otffic!] 1. ty of t.he 

l ca rnin n of ne\,., T.,? sounds ma: r have to ()o ~,Ji t). thG 

ir(rinsic difficlllty of those )"2 sounds, i'In !"ffeet , one rat-

ing ince")enoent of the nrocess of nsr,ati VB trans fer, b ut 

inte ractinn \>i th it. 

")ooe (19 76 ) finds ,:: vidence t.fti'lt some Dhono l onical 

el€l"cnts are stron',·; l.y a ffected by n<>0i'li:iV': transfe r 

from the ~lI '1 Hhill;:~ ,:)ther elements seen1 to .00 acquired 

wi'cr no influence froJ"1tho NT" hut rat~er in 'che s<>me 

'.'7ilV that a ehile> waul'" aCQuire th0fT1 in il L . T)honolo(JY. , 1 ' 

Belser on the ·f:h'.:ori ~~ s of ('I I a numbe r of contrae-

·t.i.v~::- st ll0i0S , at 1Jhonolo(~ical Jpvel , hn.v;:~ been ca rrir;d 

ry'hc p,p studies h ave rc'Ol vec"leo that t.7here t.he re ar'C' 

fore iqn l ea r ners ot r.;nc~ lish eneount.'~r oj, "fj.cuJ i:iE.5 in 

pronoun cina nhcnem2s ~~7hich ,"'-1r("~ non-cxistf~nt in t.he 

n .9.ti ve lanrruarre . In th2:se st\1.(lies , nhonemes of 1'1 anl~ 

~:nq lish ar(~ comnared to n r~~ i("t th{-; errors thA.t are 

likely to erOT) un j.n 'tlw rroce~s of l.ectrni;v:: Bn(T li~h ilS 

It is, there f'ore, Y'orthwhi le to tAkA sam" of tl",p.se 

reSEFlrehers. 



2 .3 ., 2. 1 lCrabic vis~a.-vis F'nC1lish 

jls l\r ab ic is diffG!""l't from F:n<"lish, c(, rta in 

cate<Torip s (Phon"m:~s ) '''hi.ch an~ fOUl'.r in F.ng U .si' I"av 

be" a bsent in I\ r a0i c . '"hese a0S(mt cate('ori~s mav 

tro uble l\r abic-sneakiny le a rn e rs of ':;;nalish. ':<'0 this 

e ffe ct , (1 '('onnor i n his h ook, Bett8r Fnn l i.sh P)~ol1uncia­

tiol', ,.., r e s gn ts the followi nn: 

In l\ rabi c 161 awl Ivl J"i'ly be confused, 1 (,I hcinrr 

use d for both, but Iv l rnav occu r in l'.rabic in bor rowed 

names . 

/el c.nd l'dl do 11 "1: occur tn l, r abic and ar<:' renlaced 

by hi cmd Izl respectively. 

Ipl ane Ibl 11:'::::: c0n fuser, Ibl bp.inrr USCQ fo r both. 

I t I c.nC' Idl ar8 091"1ta1 '? tons in r rabic. Stons <".re no t 

"'::me r al l ', gXr l O(led in tha f inal nosit .i.on in l\ r ab i c and 

t.h:~ stror' 0 s tops ar'," o f t en unasn i rated . 

fused , lei beino uS8d for hoth . l?!l I and I It , / a~0 not 

e nti r e ly i n<ienend'2nt in ,1', r abic and th~rg is 6 an(]e r of 

replacinCT one bv t.h ,: o t.hc r in some nlacp.'l. IAI 311C. 1)1 

are confuseCl , art i nt,nmedi ate> v0""el be in rr us e d for both. 

I(o..{/ is rc?lcoceCl by t~le usua lly non-ainht'10W,al vOlvel 

le:1 as in be:t 'house' . lalll i s ren li"c~~ by the non-

d i p!1thonr.al vowel i n l\:r.-·lr·ic flS in mo: z ~t. a.nan c!s ' I ane1 

this may c ause confusic'l with Fnnlish / J ' /. Ii.. a , 

r. a, u;l! are ren l e>.ced .1)\' the neClrpst vm70 l soun C'. Ii..: , e:, 



u: I + Frabic Iltl r8spectiv(l1~", (~'rnnnor 197@ : 168- 19) . 

2 .3.2. 2 rrench Vis-a- Vis l?nrli fih 

1\s in l\ri'lbic, 101 and lal d() no+: occur in Prench 

and are renlaced by IJ.,I ano Izl, or less commonly 

by If I ano Ivl. 

Ihl does not occur in French and is omit.tee in 

Enc' lish. Ir,-t. kl nr'3 ,}8perally not nsni r atecJ in French, 

which way lead to confusio,., with Ib,d,gl in En c· lisl1. 

l-tl an(~ Idl are cJental stops ill French. It I is al""ays 

clear in French. 

1's to vOI.,els, li,/ ap el Iii are confused, li:1 

heinn us e o for bot~. I~I ano 1111 are confused, 1111 

beincr useo for both. IQI j.s often nronoll1 <'ed in a way 

that makes it souad likE> r:nnlish IA/ . laul is replaced 

by the non-cJiphthonq1., l v()~'el in Prench bea.u, which 

ce.uses confusion with 13 : /. leil is r e,.., l aced by t h e 

non-diT'hthonrral vowe l in French ga.i ' ('ay' . lia ,Ea ,ua I 

are re"lace'l hy the near e st vo\~el sounn + Iltl in Fren ch 

as in £.i..Jte 'reae", -teillte. 'earth' , toUltrl ' heavy'. 

VO"0 1s ar0 u.su.'ll.ly short in French, com:n nr 2· n '"ith 

Fncrlish" «("Connor 1'1',,; , 171-12) . 

L. 3.2.3 Swahi li Vis-a-Vis P.ncr li sh 

The Encrlish c ')TIsonant soune's do not ,'i ve 8,,!O'hi1i-

sp2.aking students much c i f-Ficul ty I-lhp-n thev occur 

~/i~ :f.ore vOl..Jels. 'T~f:': mciil rroh l ems arise with consonant 
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clus t ers to Ivhi.C"h stlJC~e nts "rill be t0J"'pt. ''"!C1 to <'.(' 0 a 

vow€' 1 souno. 

l\s far "',S vO'Ne ls 'l.rc concernp.Cl, SI'Jahili alloHs 

all the :>ossiblp. combinntions of its fi V~ vow,els, hut 

~rivE's one syllabl-= to ."acD vOI'I?I, so thr.tt the cOlT'bi­

ni'ttion of two vO'TI,~ ls is hlO syllables, as in worcs like 

b e-i. and p-i.a.. Thus.- a 8\>1a11JIJ sncnker who h Ran: or 

produces an fi:nolish dirhthonr either h e I'lil l make J t 

two syll ables, or he Vii 11 rerlace it bv the c l osest 

simple vOlve l. 'J"hc, scconc tyn~ of error is probablv more 

fre01l0nt. 'T'he Fnr;lish ,",,::ore' .ta.,te is likely to b e con­

fused eith8r ,.rith lay it or Hith .ee:r . (nr c nunciatior. 

Te&c}li n F (Rev i sed editiou ) Institute of ~ducation, 

;ln iv~rsity of ~ar os Pela a~, 1~)?4). 

2 .3.2. LI Prnhari.c Vis-a- Vis Fnf'li ,sh 

For l'mharic-soeakin0 learners of F'n'l'lish, nccara­

i.ncr to 'l'aCloe se Beye ne {19681, cate(Tori(>s like Iv, e, 

a f n,f ,It/ constitut:o a lloarninr- " roblem -From amonqst 

the ~nqlish consonants . 

Re0arc1inr. vowels". Ambaric has only seven vowels, 

bt.'t F:nr.lish has t .wc lve pure vowC!ls. Therefo r e, the 

ca.tc(T(lries which are non-existent in !-mharic but found 

in Fnqlish constitute c special ~rohleJ'" for Amharic­

speClkinC" learners of Fncrlish. 
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As to consonant. clu.str.:-rs I the Nrir.r·!r l~xr.lnins 

that the re are no initi;::!l consonant clust,~; rs in. 

,:l.mhClric. l' J 1 th~ clu~:ters arc ci tJ,,::>r Inp.nial nr fJnal. 

But, it is evident from C}<T)Rri.e,nce that ~ll i nittc.l "Ino 

Line l comr>lex consonani: clusters in Fnalish constit.ute 

a probl(~JTl for r~rnharic SD2 f.:k~rs. 

"on"over, none of ~:he Fnqlish einhthe>nC's occur in 

[-;mharic, therefore Bnc:lisp dinhthonqs may constitute a 

p r ob l em for r,mha ri c-sp;~ak in(T l..,arners 01' Enr;li.sh . 

rrhF=! above I!len"t:ion ed lancruaacs have heen tt'.ken as 

(~xarr:>les to shew th.· di.':fj eul tips ~acP(::j ljy ~nen.k~' rR c,f 

diff0.r0.nt la.n<Jua c'f~s i.n lr_-~ ?rninrf sorr"~ ::'n('flish nhoDe.M~S 

and their var.iants. A:lt-h0unh c0ntrClsti ve st:udi(-=s, at. 

phor:oloriCol lp.vel o D'2t"""PD T'nrl i.sh oar ~ost miljor 

lanC1Jfl(T~ S n':: the -A7 l'irlc have heen carrie(l out 9 litt10 

is Gone in this r~rard :1 ./'. Ethi()ni a . Tt i s~ hoto\1evpr, 

truE' thi'lt a nUlT'bpr (,f stu('ents l-Jave carried out con­

tras t.i v,~ studies b~twr~c~,:;n IT'1haric and other I!:thioTJ ian 

l annuCla8s for their s ani o r essays as ~artial f ulfil­

ment: for BA ond theses f o r IIA c1ecrrees at l\ddi :-; Bbaba 

lJni versi tv, li t.tl c, has h2en clene b"t'"e"Oll 'CD.c' lish ane 

Bthioni an lancruarres . 'l' f) this ~ f:f:pct I as s ho\'Tn ,?U:;ove 

( 2. 3.2.4), a constrestive stun" has bp<,'n c,:'!rric.,d out 

bv ~addes," Bev'~n," {1 q 6 8 i bet",,,,,",, t.!:1haric ano 1"nr:lish 

s egrrental phon'""",-s. In hiE stuc1y, ."-r, lw'".{.c ona fn o"'{',~h 

ce.g71'e. 11ta. e pnoYleme.6 : fi co n.t.'ta.6tJ.vP . .6.tUdl{, the r <>.sea rche r 



deal t ~'Ji th thr-; nr-:t3:i.cticn r:::rrors l\"1h 2ric nat i ve snoakers 

to t.hreir typos. 

l--LS rennrds Oromo p nc, cont.rn!";t:i ve studv has been 

carried out. hctw8~n 1':n(:lish and (lrol"C sC0Tllcn':al phOn 8J11eS 

so far. But np. vert~he leBs , P.shet u }:cbe0A (1 96 3 £ . C.I 

has made a cont.rastive st\ldv hctwAcm ATI'h"lric and OP)!TlO 

sen,lT'Antal nhon,~mes. Thc stuc'y was so181" bclsed cn errer 

precictions . Similarly, Culte Bailu (196 e ".C.I carried 

out a contrastive study bet.wecn the sanc lanCTua~:es . ",he 

l"lt.ter stuny \~as concerne (l with err or i'ln ~l'.'siG based on 

th thc' crror s comc'i tted by 8 oracle ('r011'0 n2'ti ve , . spe aK1n rr 

5 tucents in learnin c; Amharic . 

('n t h e other h and, "'eko 'l'olla (Ul'll) in his "tudy, 

The Phonolory of ~echa Onomo, h as dealt ~ith the senmental 

phon~l"es ann suprasC"r;ment2l 1 )"h on eJ"les of 'l.ccha (lrcMO. 

In this '-lork, t.he wri'i:<'? r has describ(~d the phonem(.., s an" 

their vi'lri an ts an ~l th:~ s 1l)"ri'lS8 0Mp.n t:al rhoneJ11'~s of Oromo 

othe r than intona tion . Hence , "lako 'Polla's study has 

b een use(l as a valuahle sourc0. for the description of' 

0roIl"0 phoneMes in the Dre s ent study. 

2 0 3.3 The Present Tren0 

For 8evcr ,~ 1 d8cad~s, ] in(Tuists and taache rs assurn.e0 

that !'10St: S8conn 1 ";'1<11l.''-';8 leArnf'rs' error s r ,;, sulted from 

nifferences betvle"n tht) first. and second lrmquC'C[es. 



th::;c:t"v . Nn~v f reS-:=arChArS hiiVC l <-:~a rnt tht3.t °th,:} first 

lann U?0t2 has a far sIral 1e r t?ffcct on s':;)c()nd 1 :1D.c.uarre 

synt ax than l"'revi ous l y thcuC'ht . 

In sunno rt: o o~ this viev.!, ~1e ioi nulav (~.d _ : 0 'oi l . in 

,,, xarrp l e, th?t ('DIy 5\\ or the r:raml"at.i cal 2rrors 

children rake an~ at most 20 1 of the ones adults m~kc 

can b e tracec t.o criJ['SOV'2r frol'1 t.hn ~irst lanquac-e" 

(He.i. d.i. Pu£a.t{ e .. t.a.£ . 198 7: 51 . 

Des?i.te a l on<:"," histf"'lr'.' of aSS1 1JTl!Jtion that the first 

lan0 u aQG h~s Inn~ haen thF vil1 2in in sGcnn~ l an~ uan2 

learn.in ~ , toh(~ maj or c;:p.1 se 01- a l~arne r' 5 prob16l1's H i th 

thG 1"' i'ljor il"nact. t.hf· first. lanr-!1Jare has on secane' lannu-

a'7'" acauisi tion f"~y h i'lv-, t o 00 with acce nt, n o t lI1i th 

I n lire with this, R~ idi Dulay. 

et :11. furth '-~ r state , ~\ P ronlJnciati()n is mc'r2 susceptible 

t.e' first l?mCTuarn crosso ver th 'ln n rammar" (.i. b.i.d) • 

)',n examini'lti on o f thp availi!b l e emY)irical dC'ta 

t:hi'lt acJc1resses th·; (:1\ hYDothesis hi'ls rev~aled that: 

1. In n e i th('r child n o r ?dul t L2 performance d o the 

l"i'ljor i ty of the, 'j ralllll'atici'll e rro r s r ef l a ctthc 

learners ' L
l

. 

2 . L;:> l'ca rn(' r s m"lk,,, l·,,,my err ors i n areas o f rrrml'mar 

that are cOlTln3r abl8 ir. both the Ll And L/ - errors 
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t.hflt shouln not bi-? mane if ' nositi ve transf~r' 

30 L2 l earnp.rs ' ju0.gemr m ts of th" nramrril.tica1 correct­

ness of L2 sentcncss a r e [pore r e l':\te-i t o L2 Sf'ntcnce 

type thil.n to their QWP I'l structure. 

40 Phonoloai,caJ '~ rnlrs eyhibi t mor e Ll i nf.luencE" than 

do qraP1IOatical errors, il.l t'<ourrh a s ubst.antia l 

nUMber of ths L2 "hono.100i c<1l e rrors childre n rrake 

are similar to those rade bv rrr)Dolin 'lllal f.i r pt 

lana uane learners , ;In(' only i', small r)ortion C' f 

phon oloricaJ ert0rs jI" rnflGin r C'rA traceable t o t'he 

l earne r' s Ll U.b'{'d .; 97 - 98 J . 

e rror analysis (17 ,1',.), m' quot,eCl h, T,uls<,rr0Ci. ?rkihun , i n 

his st.U0V, A C0f1:t/to.6 :t.{.ve S;(:cld y o~ Amha/t-tc ai1d Gedeo 

PhOYlo.f.Of)Y, assert t,hi:,t~ 

1. Errors \~hich cannot bE' n r ec1ict'!0 by f'lc ans of CT'· can 

he' discove r e-3 h y e rro r a n a lYsis; 

2 . Cl\ does n ot nredict cJ j fHcn1ties "'h i ch arc p r 8vi-

o us Iv unknown : 

3 .. Error prr;diction is net only, in rnnst cases~. un-

necessar y , b ut a lso unfeasihlo wi thout pri o r anal v -

sis which has l e c1 to r0ne rali zation i n error nenes is 

p r oponents of C.7\ have tn SClV t~bcut this '1re dicti V8 df!vi c8 



approach . In sum, the proC'ol!£!nts of C'JI S"ly th a t C'1'. is 

i1 prc>dictiv'} oevj.c e uS '?d to nr(:,Gict. "oints of d:Lffi.cultv 

and errors that l ,) =l.rne rs Hill !')ake in th., proc~;ss o f 

l earninrr L2 . There seems then to 1">e thr,., .~ thin·:1s t h at 

co. Cl' can ore(lict: it car rrei'ict - in the sense> 

'pre-ic'enti f'y' - what aSl'ects wi. 11 cause proDlpms ~ or 

it can nredict difficulty; or it can pr~~ict ~rrcrs . 

On the other hand, t.h()s .) ~'ho are opposed to CI'. , tn t-hc 

wore's of C'arl Jame s v say "ell is not on ] v proble matic 1 

but also frauC'ht wit.h controversy " (CalL P Jame6 1980 : 166 ) 

[\esnite the attacks it has COI'1" und·':'r from d ifferent 

quart.')rs, CJ~. still rr.mains hi.,..,hly viqn r 0us. This viC'our 

• 
manifest:s i tself in s c--. v0 ral ways: paners r~; a.d out at 

c0nfe rences ani' publishe d in i0urnals; masters' disser-

tC'tions ; i'\nr~ nost,racl.uat.e course COF.lp0nent offe rin,}s in 

Cl\. l\s C-arl ... Tafl'\0t:; notes g "(,J\ has vt:'3rv hirh 'face;:, vflli-

dity', tha.t- it se')IDS tha·t t.hp. plAusible and ohvicus 

thinn thi'lt apulie"! linrruists ourh t to rlo , anC' yet at the 

sam€' time there ar,," ' thesE' nanr<s of insecuri ty ccncerni.nrr 

its theoretical f o undati.ons" (-i.b-i.d). 

Similarly, H.F. St.ern states, Il r, lthou~~h C.!~ bfi8 never 

rflcC've r ed the nlacce it held in lanr'llaC'c nedfl.r'ogy in the 

early sixties, its "2. 11.10 rA.s been reassesS .3 d nne its 

conti.nued imn()rtanG'~ i s h?rdl" Clisputer''' (H.fI • .':.telLl'l 

19 86: 168). 
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~r.o S UTI! up, it can 'Jc dcduc('(! fro!! the nrecr: di ncr c.rqu­

m.c! I1ts that alt.houqh Ci- has b.-.,,,n us,," as a strone; predictive 

(1. ~vioe for a number of ye., .~.rs to r e veCll the oj iCi'icul ':i.es of 

S~CO!lcJ language leClrncrs g r e s e archers have fOlmd out that 

the influence of thE" learner's first lan<1\laqe in ac(!uir incr 

L2 is negliqible in rrra'U(r,ar or syntax . 'T'ht' influence of Ll 

is g however, sirmi ficant in pronunciation. 

However prenictive c::, may J:-e t.o iilentify the. Cliff.icul ties 

L2 learners have ilt T'honol00ical lev."l, t.he >Jri ter of thic; 

paper feels that it i s 'TIore ;:-e li able t .O i1nalyz~ the a c tual 

errors cOf"mi tted bv lei'lrnGrS of J'2' HC:1ce, in thi s oaper, the 

wri ter has .'lttel'lnted to analy:"'c di i'ferent PnC'! li sh sounds as 

rendered bv the subiect'l in th e rroc'uction t,<;+: .• 
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CllI\P ~rB R 'T'H PEB 

3. Fese,,-rch /,p thoc'o1or v 

3.1 ~ethnd nf Dat~ rnllcction 

In this study 62 n a tive speakers of (\rnmn we r e '-;ive n 

two tests to nenerate data f o r this study to empiric~11y 

ve ri fy tbe eli fHcul ties OroTTlo J earne rs of Bn'11ish may Ic ~ vc 

in d iscriminatin0' "-DC! orod uc inr- certain Rnrr1ish seamenta l 

ryhoneme s . 

'Pc this Affect, a '.l118stionn a ire ~Jas C!istrib\2t~ c to all 

s e ctions of Fre shrn.an de0rO!0 .studen ts of 1,,87/118 acadeI!'ic 

year at. t.he main Ci'lmo us of [,6o.i5 lhaci'l Un1 vr~r'1i ty. 'f'C' tally, 

587 students filled in the questionn~ire . ()f t h.) s ," 58 7 

students, 81 are native speak2 rs o f (\r01110 . ()ut of the s ~ 81 

n i'l t.i ve speakers of ('roT\1o 0 'ire fem'il e s . 'l'hf'sO! 81 inch vi (luals 

corne frol1' 12 ai'1!linistr~tive r ", (' .i. ons in('"1 ur1in r:r I\oo i" l\bcba. 

'l'o carry out the study, 62 suhiects we r t:? s e l e ct2 c from 

81 nati V2 sneakers of OrcJm0 by ri'mool1' sRmnlin'1 t.2 chnic-ue. 

However, the 9 r-i rls t ·/,;)re a ll tilken for the :l'i1ct t hat the 

number of females \4i'1S ve ry smal J in comnarj.son with the 

number of males (72) . So, 9 females and .S3 l1'~lGS wer·? used 

in this study . 

The 62 sub'jects \-Jere q iven hlO tests. 'l'h e first t es t 

was discrimination test and t:hp secol1r. \>as nroduction t8St . 

Prior t o the administrat ion Cl f the te sts, the subjects ",,;ore 

oriented on the objectives of the tests and hnw t o us"' 
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tape-recorn~rs anr'l ('iv';! 2.nt.hentlc resn"nses CIS rCK!ulren in 

the t e sts . 

The names of th~ 62 Sl~U :j'~ cts "Jere alohabet:ically arranqec 

ane. each sub ject was 0iw3!l a n t'l!'.b~r th at corr",spor;.ded to his 

or her name on the list . This was c'('lne t n avoi,l con fusion 
, 

and facilitate the work. 

In the discriminaticn best, minimal pairs that consiste d 

of English consonant and. VOWG I sounds, ('\inh thonr;s, closed and 

open syllables and consonant c lusters were nesicmed payinG 

due attention to areas t .houc;ht to l:>c nroblem"ltic for Oromo 

l earne rs of F:nC'lish. 'l'he t est ',Tas <'ivi.Clecl into parts to 

de tect the snecific nrob l "!'llf: "p c"unterC'd hv tll -' subjects in 

'Oach part . r.;ach Dart was tape r onto a n'!corde r by blo 

n on-native speake rs of 'F:nqlish \·,hose RnC'lish ryrc,nunciation is 

acceptable anc in te lli gible froll' tl-J(' '1oint of vie ,,, of a 

n ative speaker . "'his tes!: , . .,28 aimed at verifvincr the nifficul-

tics the se res),)ondents may have in c'iscriminatinq beb,Jeen Enqlish 

SOlm<'.s that are closely rc lat.\~ c' b" their manne r of 

articulation a nd/or noint 0 f a~ticulation. 

The) product.ion test ',vas cesi'men in context, i.·3. minimal 

pairs we r e used in sentenc8s. The test ',Jas aimed a·t findi.nrr 

out. vlhet.her the respcndents c ould nroduce what the y had (\is-

criminatec1 or otherwise. Th8 refore, e ach subject r eac1 onto 

the tape-recorder the sentences se l ect e d f.or this purnose . 
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3.2 ~8thod of nata T;nalysis 

,ilfte r arp'inisterinc: the tvm test.s, the next 5t2):' was 

t .O analyze the resnons e s ai VP11. t.o the first test and to 

transcrire and analyze th2 '7orcls recoraeo in f:he second test 

by each s ubi ect. 

'!'hE, reSDonses r,'i ven ,to the (liscriP.lination test we r e 

carefully markec1 anc analyzed to find Ollt r.he rJ i ffi.culties 

the subjects had ip discriminatinC' the sounds . ',Ph 'om , the 

minimal pairs useo in t he production test were transcribed 

and c()mJ:)areo, with the S3ms pairs as ')r()nouncen by a 

near-nativ(! sneaker of Pnc;-l i sh t.o fin '" out the c1ifficulties 

th", suhjects hiln in producinc' thpsf') Dairs . ,~"ter that, the 

Dronu."1ciation er r ors made by the sUhiects were classified 

acce-relin e: to their tyn;s . !']oreover, the results of the two 

t ests were comnared to 5 e", if there was any correlation 

b",tween c i s crimination and proCluction usin'T rank-order 

corre l ation coefficient (r ) . '!'he menn scores and standard 
s 

deviations of each test were also computed an~ compar ec1 . 
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CHAPTB R FOUP 

-1 . De scription and Corp1'lrison of Enqlish 

an d Oromo Scgm,~nt1'l l Phonemes 

4.1 Description of Eng lish Phonemes and Allo~hones 

Native speakers of English from different parts o f the 

'Nor ld have different accents, but the differences of a ccent 

are mainly the r esult o f difference s in the sound of the 

vowels , the consonants are pronounced in very much the same 

way wherever Enqlish is spoken. SO, 1'IS O'connor (1 9 76 : 32) 

note s, "If the vOv/0ls you us," are imnerfect it wi ll not 

prevent you fro~ beinc, understood , but if the consonants are 

imperfe ct. ther(~ wi 11 b'3 a gr eat risk of rris understandincr." 

O'Connor ( ib~d. ) furthe r states that consonants contri­

bute mor e to makincr F.n " lish unce rstood than vow<" l s Cl.o. 

Second, consonants are generally l'1f1de by a aefini te interfer­

ence o f thG vocal oroans with the air stream, and s o a re 

eas ier to describe and understand. 

In the production of vowel s ounds , ho'..,evp.r, n one of the 

articulators corne ve rv clos e tore the r, an(l thp. pass aae of the 

airstrea~ is r e lativ8 ly un obs tructe d . As P. Ladefogec 

(1 982:11 ) states, "VOW'll sounds may be sT)ecified i n terms of 

t he positi on of the h i qhest ~oint of the toncrue and the ~os i­

ti on o f the lips . " 
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4.1.1 The ronsonants of Bn Llish 

" h consonant is a sound in ~lhich thf! air frOll1 the lunas 

is not allow~r1 to nass out throu<"'h t .lle lllouth l'li thout sorne-

thino interruptin0 it . " Robert Hooke and ,Jnoith Rowell 

(19 82: 2 ). ~nQlish has 24 consonants. These consonant 

ohonemes are rlescribec. as follcws based on th ,,, ir manner anr. 

noint of articulation. ~hc writer of this n'iner has arlonted, 

in his description of Bnc.r1ish phonemes, the model of cescriD-

tion use d by Boward Jackson (1982) in his book, ])ni.\1yzinrr 

nd 
8nqlish , An Introducti on to Descrintive Lin"uistics (2 ed.). 

The write r has chosen this '1lodel for its clarity and brevity. 

1.1.1.1 The Stops (Plosive s) 

P10sive consonants in El'! cr1ish involve a comp lete closure 

i n th (~ mouth, a raiser ve lum p r ewmtinc: e scan", o f a ir throuCTh 

the nasal cavity, anr rylosion after the releas8 of the closure. 

The ohonemes /n/, /t/ m1d /k/ each have an aspirated 

allophone h 
[p ], [t h] and [](h], and an unasnirated a1lonhone 

[p], [tl, [k] . .'Ind these a llorhones are in complementary dis-

tribution: the unasnirated allophone occurs after /s/ and the 

aspirated a11onhone occurs in all other nositions. The 

degree of aspiration varies :t:rC'TT' environment to environment. 

There is stroner asniratien \\Then thp. n l osive occurs initially 

in a stresse<'l syllable, e.0_ in pin, tin, kin. '3etwp.en 

vowels the asniration tends tee bp. rather wp.ak, ane may indeed 

be absent altoC)ether, ·3 . g . in unner, utter, sllcker. llnd in 
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final ""osition the amount of aspiration is variable , Clenen0incr 

l>lhether the "losi ve is rr, l"ascd fullv o r n e t, "' . q . as in sip, 

sit, sick. 

The voiced T) l osi V3S in Encl ish Ib, d, r:iI may be considered 

to have two allophones. The main rtl l onhone, rtnd the one .,hich 

occurs in all environm,mts, is fully voiced [b], [d], r g j. 

The other allopho0l2 occurs only in IoTo r0-final position 

anc' is a devoiced variant. rgl. ['i,l, r&.l. It is in fre" varia­

tion with the fullv voiced a ll0nhone, that is, e ither of therr 

may occur in this nosi tion 'Ti th no ')articular factor con(Ji­

tionin" the occurrence of Ollf":! rathe r than the other, e xcent 

for t.h 2 speaker ' s whir>' "'t . the time , e.0. as in rib, rid, rio. 

The difference bctl'1<O:!en Ip,t,kl and Ib ,d, )1 in En0lish is 

not m~rely one of voicin cr , o r even une quivocally one of voic­

inc.;, th a t is, the (listinct ion betl1'",en voice0 and voice less. 

It is also a difference of aspirati on . ~he one environment 

in which unasnirated voice l ess nlosives re0ularly o ccur, i. e . 

afte r lsi, is the on e in which voicec' nlosi ves do nnt occur : 

the re are n o En0lish I",oros beainninrr with 16bl, 16dl o r 16 .ql. 

There is, theref0re, nf) contr ast bet\~een vnic"l~, ss and voiced 

')losi ves in Enalish in this environment. In nll other 

env'ironments (ini tin] ly , fin a lly, lntervocalically) I p,:t, hi 

an(l Ib,d,gl are cistin,}uis he cJ. both bv voicinr. and llSUelly a lso 

by asnil"<'!tion . In fact, asp iration mi0ht be s a id t n be more 

import.ant in distiwTUishin~1 /p, :t,kl (Oft LJoftdf.> eOI1:ta..{.I1.{.ng them) 

from Ib,c,01 (or words con t aininc them). 
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Besides the allophon'oJ s alreany !Tl8ntionnn, the al.veo l a r 

Dlosi ves each have a fur-ch." r a llorhone. In l'lords lik<:o 

w-idth /w-ido/ ano e{qhth /e-i;t0/ tho articulation of ti1c !11os ive 

i s not a lveolS'.r, but (t8ntal : the tonCJ u8 tin ""' 'lk£s .", closure 

with the back of the u,..,,,cr fron t teeth, rathet" t:han with the 

alveol ar rid"'e . So /d/ has an alloDh one [d~ before a dental 
n 

fricati ve , and It/ has i'U1 a llophone r~] befom a dent'll fricatiV'3 . 

+ + 
SiITlil a.rly, the r h rm.2me /b/ has an a llonl1one [ kl o r []( h] 

b"fore front vow0ls , and an 'l llo!,hone [k] or rkh] helfr r/"? back 

+ 
a1101'hone [0 1 hefore front 

vc:vmls ann an allonhon :o: (g] before back vow?ls. 

FurtherMore, vlhen a "tvrcicc lr~ss :l l veo l flr Y) l nsivG It./ occurs 

in final position in a syllable , it may be articulated as a 

qlc.ttaJ. ston , e . n. in ,~ u.,U; . ~;c the r.l1oneme It I has a lloDhone 

[?] occurrinr; in syllable fl." .", l Dosi.tic'D an" "lhich is in f r ae 

variation vJi th [ t " ] . 

4 .1.1. 2 The Fricatives 

The l a r gest <T r o up of conson ants in TCn <Tli.sh com:Jri ses the 

f ri cative s , s o unr.s tl1at i nvolvt': a near- closur '3 "Ti th friction 

r e s ultin0 be t ween the articulators . In Most cases the r e i s 

'1 v o iceo and a v o ice l ess f rica tive occllrrinn at each Dlace of 

art i c ulation. 

Like voicer nlosi ves, voicec1 f ricatives h ave a ('\e voiced 

a l lonhC'ne occurrinr word- finally, '''hich is in f r ee variation 

'"ith the normal fully voicec1 allo.-,hone, ~ .<T. 1t-i.-6e [zJ, RJ v e 
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(v), <l e.e. the raj. The, voic"d p alat.o-alveolar fricative /¥/ 
o 0 

occurs only intervocalically v except for a fe '" l oan-\vc rds 

from Fn::nch, wh f"re it may occur initially and finally. 

4 .1.1.3 ~he Affricates 

Affricates invol V·" a comnlete closure, as for plosi ve s, 

but the release ~hase is not with plosion but with friction. 

IE the cas", of' the pa lat.o-alveclar ilffricates the c l osure is 

made I-'ith the to!1<"ue black" ilIld front at t .hr; alve ol a r rick,,,, 

anC! harn Dalate ?orea, and the, rC1e aS f! is by m;'lans of <I 

-:>alato- al veolilr fricati V". Thes ,,> sounds are symholize d by ~ 
v 

f or the voiceless ...,alato-alveolar affricilt", an<'i by J for 

the voiceC! palato- alv~olar affricate . They occur in all 

T) r)sitions in f':nnlish words, 8 . 0 . c.i1.{.Yl/,c!.{.Yl 

It .i. c.ite<l / Itld.9 e<l 

.tu.I1c. it/ iO(LYl,ne 

4.1 . 1 04 The Nasals 

Like nlosi''''s, n<lsals involvo a comnletp. closure i n the 

'Uo uth, bul: lmlike for rylosive s, the soft, pillate is lc",e red 

s o that a ir way escape th r ou 0h thp. nose. Nasal s, unlike 

')losi vas, but like fri c at i ves, arc c<"ntin uan t sonno,s. This 

means that their articulation F:ay contj.nue for as lema as 

the person can finC! br,,"ath. In Tlncrlish , naSi'll conson a nts 

are norma llv voice<'i; voice l ess ni'lsals no sometimes occur in 

s cm", context.s, hut t .hey are then variants of :-lo rmal voiced 

nasals . 
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'I'hp alveolar nasal has a <"ental articulation before 

dental fricatives as iCl p./'.,{.Yl;th, Yl,{.Yl;th. 80 th; phcm:me l'nl 

':l as an al l ophone [n ] occurrin'" be fore dentals, and an allo­

n 

ryl10ne [n] occurrinr else\.,here . 'T'hp.y are in comr,lementary 

distribution. 'T'he oth3r ve.riant occurs as an allophone of 

hoth the bilabial nasal and the alveolar nasal. II/he n these 

occur b e fore a labio-dental fricative /Lv/ iW in symphony, 

convert they are often a rticulat.ed as a labio-Cle ntal DFlsal 

[J9]' This al lonhone is probably in "ree variation with the 

normal a llrm honp. [1'1] and [n] ; its occurn~nce is more likely, 

the more rapidly a re rson sneaks . So the phoneme Iml h;')s 

om alloptone [";l] h e fore labio-cental fricatives, which is in 

fre·; v a. riation '·.' i th the norma l a110.-,hone [ml; and the T)honeme 

Inl has an allonhone fn) ] before labio-oenta l f.ricati.ves, 

, .• l'lich is in free variation witI' the norl"Fll allophone (n]. 

1.1.1.5 Frictionless Conti n uants 

Friction l ess continuants are the sounds i nvo lvinr a 

near - closure in the roouth but ,ri thout friction 0 Th(~ nonnal 

Bnqlish n sound is a nost-alveolar frictionless continuant: 

a near-closure is made het.w.;en the tonrue hlil0.e and the 

area j ust h e hind the alveolar ri00e. 

It is nossinl.., t .O recog nize three reaularly occurd.nCj 

allorhones 0" th e Ir I ohoneme in En~lish. Th", ?lloT'honf' 

wi th the wi0est distribut.ion is the pont-a.l veoli'lr frictior.-

l ess continuant r1]. ~fter fo rtis consonants ID.t,~.f.B. 
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X, e tc./ a devoiced (voiceless ) allonhone OCCllrs [Il ,e., . 
o 

in train, crane, fr')e , shrug. These t",o a lloDh one s a r e in 

complementarv distribution. The +hird nossible allonhone 

i .s a flanf\p d consonant [r], which may occur inte r vocalically 

'::!"g . in very, T!lf'rry_ 

Two further f<ounds are incluncn iUnOn<"T the friction l "!ss 

continuants, althouC'!h they are some ti.mes 21so called 

semi-vowe Is. They hi'lve s imilari tv with narticular vo,,,,,,, l 

soun.ds of r:ncrlish, i'J.nd ,,,ere it not f0r the fact that they 

nattern like consonants in the structure of English worc'l s 

anCi syl l ables, th",v would be counted as thp.se v o."e ls. 

One is the bilabial tricti 0n l e ss continnant, r err p.-

"":!TIte.:! by the f'amiliar symbo l w, \'lhi ch is f<imilar to th", 

c l ose back roundec'l vow"l, as iT' hoot . '!'his occurs in tnitial 

and medial nosi.tj_ons , e . cr . -h~ t, to.~er. But in final 

nos ition s , its occurreno" jon sr,e llinr i s usua lly cons i c'e r ed 

to be a close back rounded v()we ] . 

The othcor vOI" el-like c onsonant s()unc i s thC' ,.,alatal 

f r iction l e ss continuant , where the n(~a r-closure i s betwee n 

the tongue front an d th'" harc'l. p alate. It is r enresentec'l bv 

the symbol II, and it is similar to a close front sprean 

vo\"~~ l as in beat. Th", occurrence of the Dalatel frictionless 

continuant is restricted : it is found in initial position, 

an t: in tn i tia l consonant combinations after cert a i n consonants, 

'} . g. yet, beauty (byi; queue (ky). Both /w/ and /y/ a r e 

normally voiced. 
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4. 1 . 1 .6 Laterals 

Like nasa ls, t,he lateral consonants ar", also continuant 

sounds : the r e is a com,:,let'2 clos ur", but air '~scap8 S over 

the si(l8 of the tonrrue. I n Ene-lish late rals are normally 

vo iced , a lthou"h there L, a voiceless variant that r erularly 

occurs in a narticuli'lr conte xt. '!'he only late ral occurrinr. 

in I'~nc;lish is the al venlar late ral, nmrese nted by the fami­

liar symJ:-ol.l'.. It is founr'l in a ll f)osl.tions in En g li.sh 

wo r ds, e." . late , fill '~r, tail. In fact, there is a rra rked 

.1:l ffe r e nce in quality bett,'een the a lveolar lateral i n initial 

,:,osi tion and that in final 1)os i tion. ~he (Ii fference a rises 

from the con figuration of t,ho }'Or:1~l of the t ,0nrrue i n the 

mouth ~ for the alveolar lat,e r'll :In fini'll ),)05i tion, thE: back 

of the t onrrue i s raised tow"Irr1s the soft nalate, an.(I it is 

sai d t o be velarizecl. 'T'he velarizee alveolar l ate ral is 

symbo lize<l by ~. 

A non-velarized allophone [ t ) o ccurs be fore vo,·'~ l s an d 

Iy/, as in leave , early, ilJ.ul'l'inate, anc a velari z'~ r 2 110-

Dh nne o ccurs b e fore c onsonants, h ,l anr. "'orr finally, as in 

altoge ther, a lways, pool. ~I'hs se allophones are in cOIl'T)le-

mentary c1istributicm. There is, in aedi tion , a third allo­

ryhOn8 which is in comnle mE:ntary ''lith the two: after a fortis 

,.-,losi ve In ,kl th'" alveolar late ral in '!:nqlish is nevoicer, 

8 .g . in ~,clean. So t.he phoneme Iii has th e a llophon e 

[~) aft e r In,k/. Ther 2 is ye t one more allo,..,hone of Iii in 

complemen tary dis tributi on ~li th the others: like the 2.1 veolar 

olosives, the i'l lveo l a r l"lteral hilS a <lenta ] a rti c ulation ~lhen 
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i t occurs :iMnc!diatel v befoVo a !'Ient",l f r.i.c2ti ve , as in f ilth, s tEalth. 

S i nce the occurre n ce i !=; be for,;: a conson nni: , t h8 allot"'I).one is 

also ve l a rized: rtJ. 
n ' 

TllB T..F 1 

P l ace o f 1\rtic1l1ati on 

'"" 
H 

III 10 

~t, • .-1 bnJ '"" ..... 
{l flJ 0 

• .-I.j.J .j.J ~ ..... 
~~ ~ . ...; ..... cr.; ,....j 

'" H ' "" (0., I(l 

P t 
Plos ive b d 

f e v 
Fricative s s 

v ~ z ¥ 
v 

l\ff ricat" 
C 

v 
1 

t·1a52 1 m n 

Li'! t e ral 1 

Frictionl e s s w r 
Continuant 

cd ~ H .j.J 

10 .j.J 

'"" '"" .£1 cu .QJ P. ..- t!i 

k 
~ ' . 

h 

11 

y 

A Phoneti c Ch art o f thee F.n 01ish (:onson ants ( H . J ac. kfl 0 n 

19 82: 19 ). 

4 . 1.2 En<:,lish ,Pure Va",=L'3 

"Vo\<'f'! ls ar" s o unrls \·,hie!, a r e made wi thnut any k ind of 

c l OS llre c r imnc cHlPe nt ,t o t he Gseane o f air thro ugh t he mouth " 

(p . J acY.:son l CJ82 : 2n). Pure vaylc l s arc ma rl p wi th t h ,= rrouth 

t?-kin r, up a sin~le nnsition nurinn t h e a rticul a tion. 
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In Enclish, p ure vowels are wade in all three areas of 

the mouth - front, central and back. 

4.1.2.1 Front Vowels 

In ·the front area En C/ lish has four vowels; ".11 mace with 

spread lips. Two of the front vO~Tels are in the close area. 

One is the close front sprear:! vow01 found in beat or shP.en 

ano. symbol ized by i:, so these words would be transcribed 

phonemically as /bJ..::t/ nne' /XJ..:p/. The other is a more open 

ano a more. central close front vo"el, usually described as a 

lowe~ed and centralized ~lose front spread vowel. It is 

re;-> r e sente.d by the symbol J.., and it occurs in hit / bJ..:t/ and 

ship /XJ..p/. 

EnSlish has no vo,.e l at p reCisely either the half-close 

or the half-open position, but one mJ..d ,.my hetween the two. 

This is usually desc ribed as a l'1ir. front snread vowel. It 

is somet.imes symbolize :! by e which is the International 

Phonetic l'lnhabet sYIIlbol for a half-close front spreac' vowel, 

but it is more usuallv symbolized bye:, the InA SYMbo l for a 

half-open front spread vOlo.'el. This vowel occurs in bp t 

/ b e:t/ anc fetch 
v 

/f,ee/. 

The other FnqlisJ, front v0wel is in the rJPen area, rut 

it is not cOl!1pletely open: it is sr"lJ:1m.here hob,reen he.lf-open 

anc. open, a lthou,..h it is usua llv r1escrihed as an onen front 

sorea(l vO'>le 1. It occurs ia bat . /b:l2 t/ ?Inc] ci"tch /kao.i5;. 
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1 .1.2. 7 Back Vowe ls 

In the back a r ea of th", mouth vIe C A.n r ecoGnize fi VA 

vowe ls in Ennlish four of them are l'1ade vii th rounded liDS 

an 1'_ onc with s.-,read liDS. The re are ",Iso two vowe l s in 

-:nc; lish t hat fall in the close back are a . ('ne is the close 

back r o undeC'_ vowel lu: I, as f o und in boot and tool. The 

othe r i s a more open and mor e central varietv, usually 

describec as a lowe red anil centralize cl clos"" back r 0 unded 

vowe l lui, as found in book and ~ut. 

As in thEe case nf front vel"e ls, r.:nnlisl-] h as no vowels 

at p r Gcisely half-closS' an(' ha l f -onen back T)o'3i ti ons. There 

is 01"-8 vCvlel somevlhere bet ",een the t wo , n!:obahly nearer to 

fJalf-o:-:>en than hal f-close . ~hr 11']1 symbo l for a half-close 

back r ounned vowel (0 ) is sometimes used to symbo lize it, 

but more usua lly the rn.A syro.bo l for a half-onen back rounnec' 

vowe l is us ed , J. It_ may b e rlp scribect as a mid back roundec1 

vowe 1 ane i t _ occurs in .:;:b.=o.=u:.;;"'.:.;h-=t Ib:1: tl nnd _1_a_,,· I I;] ~ I. 

In the onen back area tl"'O vOHe ls are founc' in Pr:01ish, 

one made ,'lith rounc1ed l ips, the o the r with spread lips. The 

onen back rounned vowel is, liJre its front counterpar t , not 

comn lete ly o),en, but sOnleVlhere betVleen ha 1 f-one n and open . 

'Jeve rthe less, the I1']I s Yfl1.bo l for an open back rounded vowel 

i s used to r epresent it, Q. Tbis vowe l occurs in hot IhDtl 

and moss IrnDs/. The o-:>'~n back s f' r eiH"' '101>181 is com'"l l e t e ly 

01;len but not comn l c t_e ly back : it t en"s tow i'_ rds the central 

'")osition. The IPA s ymbol f o r an onen b~ck spread vowel is 
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us~ A t o represent it, ~, an 0 it occurs in far~ /fa:m/ and 

cart /ka : t/. 

1.1. 2.3 Central Vowe Is 

These vowels are 'TIa"", in the central ar,"a of the Il'outh. 

There are three vowels p roduce (l in this area in Encrlish, all 

wi th s p reac lins. nne o f thesf> oentral vm ... els is i.n t .he onen 

area, but like a>. anc. b in fact min-way betwe~n half- onen anc' 

open, a lthouGh it is described as an open central s ;;read 

vOI,re l. It.is represente d by th", IPl\ symbol for a half-onen 

b a ck s p read vowel, name ly ~, ani' it occurs in b ut /bAt/ and 

some / s Arrv/. 

The other two central vowpls in ~n~lish are both ll'in 

central s n rea0 vo'"e ls, that -is min-'''av b e tw'!en half-close 

anc. half-onen_ 'Phese s ound s may he illustrated by the vowel 

in bird, r e presenteC! by ths sYll'hol a :, ann the final vO'vel 

-- . -

in fathe r, renresenten by the sYll'hol~. The latter sound is 

often referren to as the sch1t!a vowel; it occurs in T;;nC'lish 

only in unstressen svllable s ann hi'S a generally lax articula-

tion. By the contrast the a : vowel occurs in stressEC 

s y llables, and is aenerally lonrrer in duration than the 

schwa vowel. They May b e furth('r illustrate<'l by loser 

/'1!..u.;z a/, ahead /a'/te.d/, r, ir'::' /ga:l/, first /6a u:d./. 
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Front Centra ] Bar:'!k 

u : 

Clos e 

half-close 
u 

half-cr.en 

· ) 

open 
a 

'.':he vowel chart 0:[' Englis..r. rH . Ja.C.kMI'l 1982:22). 

4.1.3 ::hqlish niphthonc:s 

Diurthonas can De e""scribea in t e rl1'S of th8 pure vO"'''ll 

frOItI which the articulat.ion starts, and t .he nur~ v owel in 

whose d irection t.he art.:.culati on l"oves, 

They l'1av he di vi0."ld into three C'rOUDS accordir.g to the 

vOI • .rel towar<"s \~hich the art1culation of the diphthong l"oves. 

In ·the case of three c1iDhtl1 onaf: the articulation moves 

towards a lm~ere C' anc'l centralized close front sprea d vowel 

(i) 1 in the case of two it moves towa:rds a lo'",ered and 

centralize" close back rou.ne e C! vowel (u) ; and in the c ase of 

the rema i nin G three it mO'JAS i:oHarcs tehe unstressed mi d 

central spread vowel (a). 
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4. L 3 . 1 -<. Di_phthonas 

e.-i. diph thona beqinnin cr I",i th half-close front Sn r 9 ao. vm.el, 

movina towards lowere:l anc1 cenl:ralizec close front 

spreaC' VOlve 1, e . <1. late /le-i. t./. 

a-i. diohthona becrinninq \ " j. th onen front s:nr8e\d vOl>m 1, mov­

ina tOIo'arns lowered and centra lizec1 close front snrea<'l 

vo\\'el e.q. siqht /s a-i.t/. 

");(. tUpththonc< bccrinnin0 1-]2 -c;, half-on8n back rounded vm.el, 

ITlovjn", to"Tarns 1mle r e:') an0 centralized "ront spread 

vo'",el e.<1. soil /s:J{ l/. 

4.1 .3. 2 u Dinhthon<1s 

au diphthonrr beainnin~ ,qi-:,':)_ l'nstre ssed !'lic'i central snread 

vownl, lTIovin<1 to"a~:-ds Im,Te rec1 ana centralizec close 

bad' roundec1 vowel G. g . boat / :, aut/. 

au (lj.ph thonq beqinnin": \·;3. t:11 open c p.ntral Borec.c1 v0T/,7el, 

movinq towarc1s lowe rerl anc1 ccntralizec close back 

roun dea VO~le 1 G. r. hous(~ /haus/. 

4 . 1.3.3 a ninhthon~s 

ia diphthon<1 b8ainning ,,,iUI lo',-,erec'! and ccntralize c1 close 

front spread vove 1, movin0 toward!'] unstressed mic 

ce ntral snread vmve l ," . ". fi e rce /f/ ';> s/ . 

ea dinrthoncr b n rinnin CT wj.th r.alf-o'1c'n f ront sr-rr"ad vowe l, 

movina to",ares unstress8C Mj.O central sT)F"ad vowel e.q. 

fair /fea/ . 
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u8 dd. phthoDr< beC'innincr '.'!.itl< lowerec1 anr centralize d close 

back r01m(lec 'louel, movin,.. "owards unstressec mic 

ce ntral snreac vo",,,,,1 "; .n . ~:us:l /kru8l/. 

')'h" short VOt,Tels l12.V8 no variants. Th~ long vowe l s 

and di!:',hthonas, how"!ver, vary i.n l nn<!th accorrlina to the 

qnvironment in '"hich th",y occur. mhey can h~ consir1ered to 

have t.l0 allophones: (1) a short allonhone be fore a fortis 

consonant, L e. /p,t,k, g ,f,e , s ,~/, (2) a 10neT allophone in 

all oth.'_ r environ11'ents. ? xaIl'nle: the lenC'th of the vOl>7els 

in bead / neat, ruile / root, care' / cart, causF' /coursE longer 

for the lenis consonants. 

4.l . 1! Comhination of l.'h on,:;R8s 

Th e poss ibi llties o f Dhoneme cO!1lb ination ar,'? not un­

U .:l' itec] , any nhonpl'·te nay net comhine with just anv othr.> r. 

The re is the ohvious r'Ostr~. ction ifl1DOSeG hv thE nature of 

svllable structurf'! consonan t-vo<"e l-consonant (C[l e ) ; a 

s v llable coul(' not be .. - <\Y comnosGd of just consonants, 

nor of morr~ t ha.'1 one VOV1E l or c'inhthonr. But eve n taking 

this restri ct ion into account, SOJ'le nhoneme coniliinations 

woule'! be imposiblc to DrOn01l11Cf> e . 0 . /,,!?nu!lr/, P.XC0'ot per­

haDS I<lith extr e me difficulty. Other cOJ'lbinations, alt.l1ouah 

in jJrincinlp. quite Dro~ .. :>u.ncpable, iust no not occur in 

r,:n ~i lish, r;.<,. /nIfk/. :"'n r; li sr. does not us<> all th'" nossib18 

!'ronouncEable combinati -:)>;! s of phonemes to make .syllables 

an d wo r e s. That is to Gay, thF' r e are certain rule s of 
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nhoneme cOl"'bination for ?nalish ,·]hieh can h0. t1ecJ uc'~cJ fro'rn 

th(~ syllables anc'. wore's actually occllr:rinCl. 

4.1 .4 .1 Initial Perinhc lY 

We can c1<'>scr.'lbe the rul.)s of nhoneme cOMbination in 

terms of the consonants and their corrbinationo; that mav occur 

in neripl'!eral vosi tions in syllahles. It io; nossibl", that 

no consonant at all will occur before the '.'0,.,,, 1 (as in ~) , 

and tha t is the case in FnSlish bGfore all the vowel phonemes 

excoJ)t two: lui and lual never occur ",ithout a consonant 

nrecedinG. 1'.11 the consonant phoneMes of 'f"nqlish may occur 

sinqly in syllable initial position exce pt t vJO; /1.1 anc1 Inl 

never occur bv themselves, nor in combination with another 

consonant, in the initial neriph 8 rv of an Encrlish syllable. 

ThA followinrr svll a."18 initial hro consonant cornrina-

tions are nossible: Ism/, I snl , Istl, Iskl, Is pi , Is fl, 1(1,.,1, 

lewl, It.w/, Inri, 1M:!, It.r/, /kw/, Ikr/, Ikl/ , Ipr/, Ifr/, 
v /'!:.r/, lar/, Inll, Ifll r Ibl/ , 1C!l/, IM,I, Isw/, Isl/. 

The six three - conson ant. co",binations are ; Isoll, 

ISf;Jr/, Isfr/, Istr/, Isk r/ , Ishii. ':"he COMbination Isfrl 

occurs only in the '<lord .6 phraCTL.stics, the stU-1Y of enaraved 

SQi'lls. 

1.1.4.2 Final Periphnry 

All consonant nhon(:JTles rnay occur sin"lv in syllatle 

final J)osition in Pn0li sh, e~cp.pt the ~ollowin~ four ; Ihl, 

Ir/, Iw/, Iy/. '!'he followinr. vO~lel!1 arc always followec1 hv 
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a consonant: lei , l'i!l.l, 11)1, lui, IA!. 

The seVF'n nermissible four cons onant cO"lbinations are 

as fo llo',o's: I-lkts/, l-mpst.l, I-mnts/, I-ksts/, l~lf0s/, 

l-ks0s/, l-nt0s/, as in filulcts, " li",ospo, tmonts, text.s, 

twe lfths, sixths, th()u.sai,dth r; . 

"SOJr8 lancTUa(!")s (3. q . Russian, German) r,av·". many conson­

an·t sequences, an(! speakers of thesp. lanrrua<'C's I<'ill not ha.ve 

any difficulty in oronouncinc IT'ost of the En<11ish one s " 

(O'Connor lQ76: 133). O'Connor (ibid.) furth0.r exnlains that 

othe r lanrrUafT8S (e .,.,. "'a nc'l a rin, Cantonas('!, Vip.tnam<) S8, 

Swahili, Yoruba, Tamil) do not haV'~ sp.!"l1lences of consonants 

at all , or only vc rv f r" .• ] and vcory ,,'lort ones, an," speaKers 

of thes2 lan"uare5 (in ~.'hich tvlO consonants ar<-? usuallv 

separatec by a vowel) may haw) difficult" in stringinrr 

toqcthe r h,ro, three o r four consonants '-lith no vowe l J::.0. t\~een 

them. 

Ths Fnrrlish lan .... ua"e hFls the followin0 syllabI" struc­

ture s as stat en bv Tad<'i,,, s c; 'Joyen", (1968) in his JI".~ Thesis: 

.1\mhari c ann "'nl"'li5h Se'pnmltal Phon8mes: II Contrastive Studv. 

(v ", vowel, c'''' conson"lnt). 

v ccv 
cvccc 

vc cccv 

vee eve 
cvcccc 

cv cvc c 

This ~Iill later b e comoarc d \.7i th Oromo syllable structures. 
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En<"'lish Consonant Cluste rs r-'" .. -.-. -..,. .~--- .. --- ---- - .-- --- -----.---.... --.--.-...... ---.--... -
Seconn ~'"mb"r of Ini "tial and Fina l (' luste rs 

1st 

b 

t 

d 

k 

r 

f 

v 

0 

<l' 

s 

z 
v 
s 

¥ 
v c 
v 
:I 

m 

n 

n 

1 

r 

p b 

+ + 

v v v 
~ S Z s c J 

+ + 

+ = indicates initial cluste rs of F:nd.ish. 

- = f inal " " 

Souree 2 (Tll.dde6e Beyerle 196 &, 109) . 

I 
11 n n 1 r y ,'I l~ ----------

+ + + I 
+ + + J 

l 

+ + 

+ + 

+ + + 

+ + 

+ + 

+ + 

+ + ... + 

+ 

I 
I 

+ , 
+ ! 
+ I 
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1 . 2 Def'cri ntion 0" Oromo :r'hoDeme!; ann Jl llonh ones 

The writer of thi s p a"O(or h a s foIIOtI·er1 "Jako Tolla ; s 

(1 ~ 81) mode l in the descrin tion of 0romo se0~ental phone-

mes" 

4 .:2. 1 OrOr:lO Consonants and the ir Variants 

The Oromo lana uaC'e has :<4 c onsonan ts not count.in 0 t h8 

ones which occur in l oan ~lOras {e.. (/. p, z). 

4.2. 1. 1 Stons 

Tilerp. are ten sto!"> con s o!",ant nhoneJT1es in Oromoo 

Ip' / i s a voicel.e ss e i e c !:J7Q h ilahial stop r e ali z e d as rp 'J 

eve rywhere. 

lhup' pi,,!: / t ~' r: r.rt 

/ko p ' e/ '::::hop.s ' 

fbi is a voiced bilabi 'l l stOD and h as the follOl>l'in g a llophones. 

[b ] a voicen. l enis unre l easen occurrin'1 intervocalicallv 

/dAhAlu:j ' to n dd ' 

[ bJ a voiced lenis r e l eased bilabial stop occurs in 

ot.h <"! r environments . 

/ba:la/ 'l G~ f' 

/k Al bi:/ - ' Do rnory ' 

I t/ is a voiceless alv"olar stan ann has the followi nC' al lo-

phon., s. 



[th j a voiceles>; fort.is aspirICte0 rele asee' i).lv8 01ar stOT) 

0ccurril'.(! ,·'orC! initially . 

Ithuk'ul 'to touch' 

It'1okko I 'on e ' 

= [t ] a voiceless fortis lL'la8pirate~ unrelc.a!)20 alveolar 

ston occurrina vlOr(l finall v . 

IsAc1de :t./ ' e if'ht' 

ttl a voicele'ls forti s unasrirated release d occurs f.' lsf;'­

'fJlhl?:re. 

Imfltal 

IbitU11 

'head ' 

' to huy' 

It'l is a voice l e ss 8:i,"cti ve a lveolar stop and hilS these 

a llophones . 

(tlh] a vcic8le ss fortis as!' ir11tc<1 relc mlP(1 alvaolar ston 

a CCllrs w)rC' initially hc fore hiqh hacl: r ounded vowels, 

lui and lu:/. 
. ,'1 . 
It un"1 ' di rt' 

h 
It'u:t't.'el ' ahsorbed ' 

[t '] an unas"ir,~tod rele ased a lveolar ston occurs e lsE'h"here . 

It ' inno: / ' 1 itt 1 e ' 

I li : t' (} I II/h e went/~nter9 d' 

Idl j . B a voice d a lveolar sto)" Rna hi'lS tho followin g allo­

r.>!lOneS . 

= (d 1 a voiced l e nis unre lease d occurs in fin~l positions 

'dow n ' 

' ("e t lost' 

[d] a voiced lenis r'~leased occurs else'~here. 

Ide ' "'8 I 
/roA-J ?t . I 

t I/h (..:: H0-n -f: I 

' ... 1ound I 
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;DI ~_s a voi. c~e'! alveolar dent al ston an(l is r e al i ze d a" 

IDA0Cf a · 1 

IDe :Di : I 

' s tonp.' 

Ikl iF; a voiceless velar st.oP eT\c1 has the folloT"inq al10-

phones. 

[~] backec'! vO.iceless non-'s ~j 8 ct i ve fortis releasee'! ! occurs 

b ' fo r c back vowels. 

lda: ~11 I 

/~on ' al 'aJ.or.e' 

[~] frorted voiceless non-c j".;ctj.ve fortis released ; occurs 

b rc fore front vowels. 

I.~eni j 

I !t'il~i : /' 

'r:riV0' (imperative) 

, luck ' 

[ k] voic"less fortis release d ve lar sicon; occurs elseolhere 

Ibe,ksisal 'notic(" 

Ib"" knC' I 'we know' 

Ik'i i s a voice l e ss ejectlve v8]ar ston ane' has the fo l10wino 

allonhonps . 

[ ~~ a voice less backed f ortiS, e i ective released; occurs 

be fore back vowe l s . 

1~ ' o:nk'o~1 'throat' 

I ~'ubal , fin0er' 

[ ,,' 1 .. , a voiceless fronted fortis eiective release d , occurs 

< 
b~fore front vowels. 
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/~, .'" :nsa/ • fi.:"rcrnai1. ' 

[ i<' ] a fo rtis r:")10ased e j c ctiv€ veli'!r; occurs e ls cMhere . 

/bAJr' c;i t ("/ 

/hAk 't' 2/ 

'f;h r' m(.'"\ 1 t e e' 

/ g/ is a voiced w'\lar sto>, "'ith the follm·d nq a llophones. 

rg~ a voicer l enis r acke d rnleaseo velar ; occurs b<'lfore 

> 
back vo'~c 1s. 

/o;;ola I 

j~u: rra/ 

'inner room' 

' e ar' 

[g) a voicnc l ;mis frOlYS2d r o 1e ased velar : occurs b 8 forp 

< 

/C")i:tal 

l'li:bcl ~naIo'\r of a river' 

< 

[ s-) a voicc:d fortis non-bacLc;0 r,.,leaser1 ve l ar .' cccurs in 

oUler envi.ronmcl'!ts 0 

1 ounda / 

I ·· dinanoe 1 

't'ack' 

' (·~ copor.y· , 

Th e g.l'.oUa . .e !);top I?) 

It i s COMmon in H~cha dia l act as !',''>Doer ~t al . (1 <:1 75 ) 

har?a ( "'I J cha) 'torap ' 

ha: r , a ("'ulema) " 

du?na ( '<,~.::ha) ' '\010- ar8 0vin'l' 

i!u:na (Tul ';1)','1 ) " " " 
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4 . ~ .1.2 Pricatives 

'rherA are four fricati V 9 S in Oromo. 

The Lab.£o-d en-taf FIt.£ca-t-<-l'e. 

/f/ is a voicel(~ ss labia-dental fricati v"> ann is realizcc1 

as [f] e verywhere 

/ lAfe:/ 

/ fu: la/ 

'DonE'. ' 

'face' 

Th e Alveo lalt Fltlca~-<-ve 

/s/ is a voic~ less nroove a lveolar fricative and is 

rcali zed as [s 1 eve rY'''h0.r0, 

I sArlde, t./ 

;.? An ! 

/?i ssa I 

'h '~~ rc ' 

The Pala-tal FIt-<-ca-t-<- ve 

v 
/s/ is a voiceless ryali1tal fricat ive "'ith these ",llor-hones-

[¥ 1 a voice l e s s Dack~<1 fort.is ralatal; occurs be fore back 

> 

/s urru ' 1:Jba : / 'brair'ed hairclo' 

/sunkur' to. ,: I 'onions' 

v 
[8 ) a voiceless front ad fortis palatal; occurs before the 

< 

front vm ... els. 

, sorC'h u'P' 

[ V 51 i J f _ a va ce .ess . ortis palatal fricative- occurs e ls0where . 
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/hi i s a voi cC'lcss Glot.tal fri cativ("> ann is r ea l i zed a s [hJ 

ev e r y wh e r e . 

/h" : ~ :i / 'rope' 

/hAl'kAn/ 'nir<ht' 

4 .2.1.3 Affricate s 

"'he r ,," are thrcp affricate s in C'rol')o. 

/6/ is a voice' 18ss p a l atal c:f fric a t c ano h a s th e fo llowinq 

a llophonp.s. 

reV> J _ a 'loice l !"ss f o rt.is b acke d r " lpaso d a ffricate; o ccurs 

ba foro back vowe ls . 

/ l A~~u ! 

'TV / ? a r GA' cc c u/ 

' h o t "'" 

'to qe t' 

[~l a v oice l e ss forti s f ron t.ac' r e leased ; occurs before 
< 

f rort vowels. 

vv 
!dAcce : / ' e arth' 

/~ , / i s an e j p.cti V B pala t a l affricate with th" follOlqinq 

al lophone s. 

[~'l ~ voiceless fortis hack ~ j!"ctive nalatal. I t occurs 
> 

b '2 fore b a ck vovTels. 

'drop' 

/~, u f u/ 'to cloSG' 
> 

[eY '] a voi ce1.es s f orti s g jecti ve f ron tc(l . I t occ urs tefore 
< 

"'ron t v01>70 1s. 
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/ ~'iJ'l'u / 'to he C01"p. str0n~' 

V 
/ ~'''':1''e / 'I/hC' hesi tat,,;," 

/~/ is a voice o nalatal affricAte ld th these alloDhon;,s. 

[Y 1 1'1. voiced IGnis backr; d 13alatal. It occurc; befor." hack 
> 

vowels. 

/ ?cb~\l ' / 'oreaM' 
> 

[¥J a voiced lcnis front:en pa latal. It occurs before front 
< 

v01"els. 

/ .~l'irrn~ / , Ii fe' 
< 

1.2.1.1 Nasals 

'" ~h0 rp. are three nasals in 0ro~o. mhey are /m/,/n/,/n/. 

1· 

/ m/ is a voieGo bilabial nasal and is realiz"d as [r.l] every-

wh(;; r~ • 

/T"Ana/ 

/lAma/ 

'house' 

/n/ is a voiced alveolar nasal imd has the followin0, allo-

phor.es. 

= [n 1 a voiceo lenis unr8 1eased a]veolar nasal. It occurs 

wore finally. 

v 
/sAn/ 

/kun / 

, five' 

r this' 

[n :l:] a ' voiced lenls r e12.'lseC1. a1 v901ar nas'll. It OCC'lrs 

before vplArs. 

/dAnk'u?/ 'to obstruct' 

\ 
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[n] C\ vciceC! l er, i" n"!leas,~ o a lv'}olar ; occurs in o +-.['("! r 

~nvi ronmr-!n t£ . 

/bun a.1 

I lunna/ 

'coff8c ' 

'coward' 

'V Inl is il nalatal nasal ~'i ·t;'( tb, fol l O\~in~ a llophone) !:) . 

a voiced lenin releasec1 backerl palatal nas i'll. I t occurs 

be fo r e back vowe ls. 

'V 
I?e : nul ' ",'ho' 

[;'1] n v oi cp.c lenis fronte d r 0 1ease r1 p a l atal n asal. It 

< 

r :" 1 
•. . 11 J 

occurs he fore fron t '.TOwe ls. 

'V'V 
IsAnn i : 1 ' seen ' or. 'race 7 

a non-backed na l ata l nas a l. It occurs in ath e r e nviron-

man t::; . 
'V 

Iman? 21 'lefT-hone' 

~ . ? 1. 5 ~hc Lat~ral Phonem e 

I ~ I is e voice d alve ola r l ate ral and has the follm>linC! "1110'" 

phones . 

[1/.=] a voiced l'mis unre l eased alvp.olar. It occurs \~ord 

fin e lly . 
.. 

/?ol I 

I I '" I wa ~ I 

'up' 

[R,] a voiced l ,mi s r e l e ase d a lveol ar.. ct occurs eJ Iscwhere. 

IIAma/ 

I~ilbal 
< 

' kn~e 1 
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~.2.1.6 The Flan Phonem e 

/r/ J. B the onlv flaD 'JhOD.8Tne i1nn 18 rnaliznn a" [rl e very-

where. 

/ro ~ ba/ frain' 

/?Aragu ~ / 'to Re(" 

1 . 2 . 1. 7 The Se!ll i -Ilm"e Is 

1'h e re are two 50.1"i-vow'21s in ('romo. /w/ is a voicer. 

l abio-velar semi-vm~el an.d has thesc, allonhonns. 

[wl a consonantal voice,,3 fortis. It occurs word initiallY 

< 
be fore VO~le Is. 

/v,a:k'<l/ 'd~ityl 

/wa : b n / 

[wl a voiced consonantal l eni5; occurs intervocalically 

> 
be. fo r e ]);,Ick rouncl3d vn'.'18 1R. 

/ bAvlU/ 'to (ret out' 

/ Diwo?/ 'nea r' 

/ y/ is a voiced T'a l at.al semi-voI"e l and has the fo l lowin0 

(y) 
> 

allonhones. 

a voiced con50ni'mtal l e nis back variant. It occurs 

befor8 the central and back vmlP.ls - [a:) and [0:). 

/ya:du/ 
> 

/vo:m/ 
> 

'to think' 

!'<-Then' 

[yl '~' voicec' consonanta l l cmis. It f)ccnrs intervocalicall', 

< 
befcre the·, front vowe l s. 

/ b '!lv0. / 

/bAyvi:/ 

• he ",ent out' 

'~ublic gatherinr,' 
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4.~.1 .S p.istribution of th2 Consonant nhonomcs 

The ,Sx.a p.6 

All the stons occur word initially ane'! medially. As 

Oromo ,.!orcs are basically open-syllal'>ic 1;'0rds, (}xcept in 

imperati ves, few stops occnr ,,,,,rd final Iv. 

e .g. Phone!"", Initial I'",dial Pinal 

In' I .6a.fp'a. 

'licrht' 

Ibl ba:dde, .6 '{.'r. ba. .6.LJt b 

, late r' , daDce' , dance' (imp. ) 

It! ;f:,huJt.L , ~.L;f:'u: ~ • 1" , .{.'. 

'(lirt' , t.O finish' , finish' (irnn. ) 

/a/ du,ka: .6 ada.: and 

, afts r' 'fp.:a r' 'doNn' 

IDI Ve,V.L: ha.,Va ha1) 

, ra\¥' , l".othe r' 'suck' 

/kl kap' e. mAi>u: mAil. 

'ShOAS ' 'to rrdy' 'mix Q (imp. ) 

/k'i Il' ; , . 
0: I? P ..(. .i:.Lk'a: 'OAK' 

'nreparation' 'loan' , qO' (i!l'P. ) 

Igi qubba : ?aJt!lil u : ?aJtg 

'on 1 'to sC?P.' 'Ree~ (imp. ) 

/?/ ?ol mo?u 

I un ~ "to win' 

Th e. FJt.Lc. a:t.{.ve..6 

All the fricatiVf~S o f Orol"O occur -lore'! i'1.ittally or "lOrd 

medially except for th" g l ottal/hi, t"hich is restrictAd to 

initial position 0nlv. ~hc fricatives /~/ and /.6/ occur in 

v 
all positions. /.6/ does n r t nccur "T0rd finally . 
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eo S:;e Phoneme Initial r~('(lial Final 

If I Mdu: dll~k'a ? 06 

~ to bring' 'sweat' . se If 0 

lsi <I.i.Jtba 
v, ' e. -<.:l.>U ? 11 <\ 

' dance' 'to lie down' 'here 

I~I 
v b'v 
~IIYl -<.l.>a:Yl 

. fi vP.· 'water' 

/h/ ha:da 

'Jtope.' 

Of the throe affricab's, thc "'iectivGs I~' I illlQ Ijl 

occur initially or redially tut not fin~llv. 
v 

The sh"rt lei 

occurs on Iv meC'iall v either j.n clustAr or intervocali ca lly. 

e .. q.. Phcne rne 

v 
c 

~, 

v 
J 

Initi~l 

v 
ee. ' exun:s-
sinn \18",0. 

\<Then chas ­
inn donkey ) 

'to break ' 

\l 
.111R. a 

, under' 

I'en inl 

?a~~.i. 

' after that' 

'tortoise ' 

? 
,\l 

,-<.jll/tu: 

'to build ' 

Final 

? VV d ,aee. e.:me. 

'he V7~,r.t: the re • 

'" 
All the nasals occur in .0.11 nORit.ions exc e pt Inl .Thich 

does n o t occur fin a] 1'1 . 

6.q. Phonerne Initial I'e(li i'l l Pinal 

IMI mll~a It A", d u,o:m 

'house' 'per5C"n' "vh8n' 
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Inl nA~a ?otAnl.t 
I ,v 
H.<l a : YL 

'hody' 'hi<che r' ' -'late r' 

'" '" '" Inl nl.t :Ytc ?e: Ytl( 

'we at9 ' 'v!ho f 

ThE lateral 19./ occurs initially, roer. iCllly and fina lly . 

~. q . phon eme Initial l'eClial Final 

hi i:a:Jla ?0P.. 

, t .t,'lO I · . l~ i'lf' 'Upl 

The Hap 

The flan Irl occurs initi ally, rnec'!i.i'lllv and finally. 

e . !] . Phon<'!me Initial redial Final 

Irl ita: gu bolt 

'to foretall' 'road ' 

Th e Sem~-Vowe,e<l 

The semi-vowels Iwl and. Ivl occur initially and lI'8di-

ally only . 

Initial 11e~ial Final 

wa:k'a dAWu: 

'c1e ity ' ' to ,.,i ve hirth' 

/YI yo: nt «,0: Ilifa 

'whe n' 'hetter' 
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Pl aCE of A..-ticulation 

, Labi a- I 
, 

Bilabial Ce..'1.t.a1 ]) h 'l''!(,Jar- Palatal ! v~lar Glottal 

(1") t k I ? , 
s t ep b (l 0 I 

I 
, 

I 
p ' t' 

v, k ' I 
c I 

D I 
v i 

f s s 

I 
h 

Fricative (v) (z ) 

v I 

I 1',ffri c-.atC'· 
c 

v 
I } 

I I I I '" (n) Nasal m n n I 
I 

I 
, , 

Later a l 9. I 

i 

Flan r I 
, 

i I 
fJE-ml. -VC'.;'E:' 1 I I ; i 

, 

'" 
y ! 

: ! 

Oromo Conson ant Ch art 

)= absent categorie s 

4 . 2 . 2 The Vow8 ls of Oromo 

Many writF! rs in c luc1.i n c; B",n de r 8t al. (1<)76 ) , Wako To l a 

(1981) , Barissa, the Oromo "18ek l y (1 <) 6 6 B. C.) incJi cate that 

thGr e are five basic vowels i n Oro!T'o. Howe ve r, beside s t .h e s e 

f ive bas i c vowe ls and t he i r I on " f o rms, A and its ve.riant a 

are a l so used in Ororno I" o r ds as i n mAna 'ho use ' nAma ' pe rson'. 

The f o llm'linrr chart way 8xp l 2.in t he s i tua t ion mo r e c l e arly. 



Hi <jh 

Low 

Pron t 

i,i: \ 
\ 
\ 

e,e : '\ 
\ 

- 6 6 -

Tl'..B.LF 5 

Ccmt rill 

I 

/ 
/ 

\ ( a ) A / 

\ / 
a : (a) 

'l'hc '10-.78 1 Chart 0 f IIrnmo 

1 • .2 . 2 .1 '('he Pron t Vow" I s 

Back 

u,u : 

o 0 : 

/i/ i s a hiGh front un r o u'l a.e d vO~l<? l an0 han the fe llel-lin", 

a llophone s. 

ri] a hiC!h front unrnundGG l a x devoiced vow?l. 
' 0 

j";ta.: ?i / 

/ t LLI1..[ / > . 

'sit oown' 

'this' 

[iJ a hirrh front unrounde (~ 'w nse voic<",0 vmml. 

/ n!.[Jtga! 'ri",ht (side)' 

/ " ./ is n micl. front opsm vowe l .,i.th the f0llo\'iin g allc nhones. 

[e ] a mid front lax dcvoiced vowel. 
o 

'I/h<"' ca!'le' 

[e] 
il. mid frnnt tense vo ice d vowel. 

'to want' 
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4 . 2 . 2 . 2 The Cent.ral Vowels 

la:1 is a low central vowe l I.dth ':hese a llophnn0s. 

[a ] a low ce ntral l ax o):)en devoiced vowel. 
o 

I ?,{J.J~a I ' he ' 
o. 

[a] a 10\, central t e nse o~en voiced vo~,e l. 

I nArra?1 ' stonach' 

1111 a half op~n back sD r e ad. vow",l. 

I VV. I mllc. c. -<..: 'd nmkenness' 

" 

L~7 an unstressed variant of IA/. It occurs in Q~stressed 

syllab l es NC'rd fin a lly in (\romo. 

/mlllla/ 'Douse ' 

Inllmal 'l'enlnn' 

.J. 20 2. 3 'T'he Back VOVJe I s 

lui i s a hicrh b e.ck rr:lU.llded vov'e 1 and has the f o llowina 

a llophonC!s. 

[u1 ~ hi0.h back rounded lax devoiced vowe l. 
0' 

I ha6'<'dul 'let hi/" brin"" 

[u ] a hicrh b ack rounded tense voicec vovTel. 

Illutel 'I/hp cut/decidA d' 

101 is a mid-back rounded vowe l and has the follmdncr 

a llc!:'hones . 

[ oj a mi d back lax rounde d c -" v o iCed vOI,el . 
o 

h It 011.11. 0/ lone' 

[0] a mi c1 back rounded v oiced t ense vOlVel. 

IIl ' ote/ 'I/he dUer' 
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4.2.3 ronsonant Clus ters ann their Distrin ution 

Ne i ther in.i tial nor f inal clusters are fOlmd in 

Oromo. Consonant clusters occur only in 'l1eo.ial 1:)osi -

-tions and the number o f consonants forminq a cluster 

is limited to two. 

e .g. 'here' 

I serious matter' 
v 
j-Uba. ' knee' 
< 
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TABLE fi 

Oromo Media l Consonant Clusters 

First 
Se co n d rnerr>be rs of clusters lHtbers 

of v 'V 
p' b t' d k k' f 

v 
h 

v, 
~ 1 clusters t D q ? s s c c m ' n n r ~~! y 

p' + + + + + 
b 
,'-
~ 

-t ' 
"-d 
D 
k + + + 
k ' + + 
9 + + + 
? 

f + + + + 
s 
v + s 
h 
v 
c 
g. 
v 
J 
m + + + + +, + + + 

n + + + + + + + + + + + 
'V 
n 

1 + + + + + + + + + + + + + 
r : + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

w 

y + 
- - ----_._- -- ----_. - ---

+ = actu a l clusters Source: Wako To l a ( 1981 ) 
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1. 2 . 4 DiphthoPCfS 

There are n o dinhthoncrs ip 0rOl!lO. 

4.2.5 The Syllable Structure s of <'ramo 

Different syllabI.: types are distributed in Orome 

wo rds in the followina ways: 

Sy llable 

cv 

cve 

CV: 

cv:c 

Initial 

I'!A-m a 

'person ' 

b/llt- ba.-du 

Me dial 

bA-ItA-l'!a 

'this year ' 

h-i.l'!-dem-te 

, to leak for' 'f'he \~e nt' 

bo:tr mnlta:te 

'she crl c:d' 'he becarre mad' 

be:k-I'!e h-i.n-de:m-tnn 

'tvA knew' 'veu'll 00' 

Fina l 

I t\Vo ' 

M-t' hI'! 

'th8" f inished' 

~Lt ' a: 

, finish' 

b-i.'Xa:1'! 

, "later' 

4 . 3 Comparison of Pnqlish a nd Oromo Seqmental Phonemes 

In this chanter tho segmental nhonernes of Oroma and 

Snglish a r e comnared in m:C!.er to de t e rmine their s imilari­

tie s and difference s and a l so t o pre dict the errors Ororno­

sneaking stude nts make in the process of learning Enc, lish. 

The assumption behind. this t y ne of c0!'1parison is that 

the phonemes in the nativs lan,<,uarrR of th<> stud.e nts that 

are structure d and distribute d similarly to tho s e in th? 

target l anCfua<'e no not. cons ti tllte a l e arnina p r ob l e m, that 

is , they function successfully when transferred in the 
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target lanCTuaqe. On the othe r hane'l, tl-)e nhonemes in the 

native l ancruaCTc which are structurec'l and/or distributed 

differently with those in the tarqet lanaua0e constitute a 

major l ",a rninn problem. I n t he words of Pobert Lado, "The 

list of probleMs resultinC:J fro!" the cOl"'narison o f the foreiC"n 

lanrruage wi th th0. nati vr:, lanc;uaC'e ( •.• ) ll'ust b e consic1p.red 

a list of hypothetical p r oblems until final validation is 

achieved by checkinn it acrainst the actual snee ch of 

students" (Lado 1957; 72). 

1 . 3 .1 Tbe rcnsonants of F.nalish and Orol"'o 
.' 

The consonant phonemes a f ~n alish ane'l Oromo are pre -

s e nted s i ne by sine in t.he f o llowincr chart. Brackets 

ind.icate the areas whe r e an Bnrlish phoneme is unmatched 

by anythinq in Oroma. 



§ 
on ..., 
ctl 

,...; 
::> 
() 
on ..., 

J..< 

'" ... , 
o 
I-l 
CJ 
t:: 
m ,--

Ililabial 

. FIle:. Or<"rO 

p p' 

St~ 
b h 

Fricatives 

A£fricatAS 

Nasals n 11" 

Lat 3r als 

Fricticnless w w 
Ccntinuants 
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TABLE 7 

Dlace of Articulation 

Labio- Inter-
d2ntal Cental lUv:olar Palatal Velar Glottal 

PnC"0 0rc:!:r0 'Rnco- • Orcrrc Bnr;D Ora:ro Fr10. Praro Fr\cr. Orcm:' EE 

t tt' '< kk' ? 

c1 dD g g 

f f e ( ) 
v v h h 

s s S s 

v ( ) " ( ) z ( ) ¥ ( ) 

v v v, I 

C C C 

v v 
J J 

'" ( ) 
n n n Jl 

R, R, 

r r y v 

._--L . ______ -

_. 

'!he C'onscnants of Fil0lish and Orcro 
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The S-to r·~ 

There a re ten s tons in Oromo as aqainst six in Bnqlish. 

Only one Dhonel'le, /r/, is absent in "ramo from amongst the 

Snglish stons. This may cons titute a learnin~ ~roble~ for 

Drama spe akers learning English. 

Th e. FlLic.aLi.ve~ 

There are four fri c atives in 0romo as acrainst eioht in 

English. Iv, 0, 0, z, ¥I are absent catecrories in Dromo, 

and the refore they may constitut e a oroblem for Oromo 

students. 

Th e A 6 ~Jtic.(de~ 

h h Iv v, VI 
~ e re ar~ tree affricatAs in Drama c, ~ , J as 

v v 
against t\~O Ic , JI in 3nqli sh . Eence , no lcarninq problem 

is like ly to arise. 

The nasal vhonemes of Oromo are I~, n, ~/ , ann those 

of Fnqlish . ; 1m, n,n/. '" Inl ann Inl are ahS8nt categories 

as phone l1'es in Enqlish and Drama respecti 'Ie Iv • Th e latter 

may constitute a learnina p roblcm for 0romo speake r s . 

The La.-teJta.e 

ThE l ateral phoneme l.el is common to rot~ ~nqlish and 

Dromo, hOl~cver English III is v'? larized Imro finally, inte r-

voca11cally and betwee n a vO~18 l ann followincr consonant. It 

is r ea l izeC' as [ l'- ] 0 very whe r e . '."h e refore, t.hc velari zeC' 

[tl may PC d ifficult for Oromo l earners of F.nqlish. 
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The S emi.-vowel./> 

OroIT'o has two ro;ern.i - vol.els /w,y /, as arrainst thre~ 

/., ,Yirl in Enalish. Oromo Irl is a flap phoneme and is 

r ealized as [r 1 everv where, whereas Bnglish Irl is a 

retroflexed semi-oonsonant and has three allo~hones. 

Hence,Cromo students tend to substitute the allophones of 

English Irl by Oromo flap Irl in all positions. 

4.3.2 The VO"lels of "'ngli.sh and Oromo 

OroIT'o has five basic vowe ls ane the wedge IA/. Pach 

basic vowel ~as a lona form . Two of these basic vowels are 

front /i,el, two central lA, a'l and two hack /0, ul vowels. 

lal occurs as a variant of /AI in unstressed syllable s \.,oro. 

finally. 

On th0 other hanc'l, Bnglisr has twelve rmre vowe ls: 

four front Ii : , i, e , a? /, four centralia, a" A, al and 

four bacJ< lu, u,,:>, ): / vowe ls. 

The vowels of F.n"lish which do not exist in Oromo arp. 

one front Ia?/, one central /a'l an'" one back /):/. These 

absent cateqories may constitute a learninG problem for Oromo 

students . 

~loreover, Pnqlish has E iqht di'"lhthonrrs (ei, ai, :loirau,au, 

ia, eo, ua). None of these catc rrories is present in Cromo. 

The refore, these absent cat8gories are likely to be trouble­

l';ome for Orol'1.o learners of 1<;nglish. 
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TABLE B 

Front Unrounc1ed Central Un rounded Back rounded' 

, I 

En"'. ()roxno Enrr. ('romo F:n r:r • OroJT1o 

Hir:h i : -t: i -t u ( : ) u (:) 

!~id e e a,A (a) A J • 

Low ae ( ) a ( :) 
a: :;>: ( ) 

, (a) 

The Vowe ls o f En g lish and OrOl"O 

( ) = absent c a tecmri0.8 
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4.3 03 Consonant Clusters 

There are no initial or final consonant clusters in 

Dromo. All the clusters a1:"'= mG dial "lith no T!1ore t .han two 

consonant seC!uences. .As Bende r (1976: 176) exnlains, when 

a me dial cluster of ~ore than three consonants arise in the 

course of inflection, the cluster is broken UP: 

a) by epenthesis of I.i./ (the most common nrocess) ~ "we see" 

a.Jtg + Yilt ~> ltJtg.i.nll.; 

b) if ~~e first consonant is Ir, 11 and the second an 

obstruent, by metathe sis t ocether with enenthe sis of 

la/ , aJtg + na --> (op;(;.i.ona.e .e q) apaJt + na --> agaJtJta. 

Hence , all initial an N fi n al comnlex consonant clusters 

in ~nqlish may constitute a l e arnina ~roblem for Oromo 

soe ake rs. 

403. 4 Syllable Structure s 

The followinq syllable strnctures of Enr;lish are 

compareCl \·,ith syllable structures of Ororno to indicate 

similarities and differe nc() s between the syllablc struc-

tnres of the two lanauage s. 

Syllable Structure r.:nglish Fxample (lr(m) Fxam::>le 

V + c-nv 

VC + at 

Vr'('. + C'sk 

CV + <'0 + mi\-n 3 

CCV + stu-Cle nt 

CCCV + straw 

+ = simi l a r , - = dif fe r e nt 
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S:lllable structure En:;zlish Fxarnnlc Oraro "'xaroole 

CIJC + ria + ~J\n 

r::vcr + self 

CVCCC + fists 

CV('CCC + t empts 

Eng lish sy llable s \~ith initi al ee, eee ; and _lith final ee, 

ccc, eccc may be difficult for Oromo learners of En0lish. 

The errors made by Oromo learn~rs o~ Enqlish due to 

the differences between the "honemic sys tems of the two 

languages will be empirically verified in the next chanter 

(Chap t e r Five ) bv th l? r esults of the hlO te "l ts administered 

for this purpose. HovI'?VEl r, the follmlin<l (phonemic, phone-

tic, allonhonic and rlistributional) e rrors Ciln be pre dicted 

by coml;larinq t.h~ phonemic systP.!"s of the b~o lan'1uaaes based 

on the theories of contrastive analvsis «('~ ). 

4 .3. 5 Classification of Pr,,,di cted Errors 

a) Phonemic Errors : The l e arner make s phonemic errors if 

the target language has phonemes which are un-

matcheCl in the phone mic system of the native 

lanqua<le of the l earner. ~o this effect, O~omo 

l earne rs of English may make the following phone-

m.ic e rrors in the p roce ss of learning En glish. 

e. g . English nhonerre Wranc; Eubsti tution 

/0/ /s/ or /t/ 

/a/ /d/ or /z/ 

/sink/ or /t-..ink/ f.or 

/0ink/ 

/dat/ or / z,t/ for 

/3 azt/ 



Ivl 

I?R. I 

1-:>:1 

leil 

If I 

l al 

101 

l e i 
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Ihafl for /hoe v i 

/badl for /b ae dl 

~,otl for Ik) :tl 

l'1et/for /r:Tei tl 

b~ Phonetic Errors : If Ll s peakers make errors by swstitut­

ina the phone'nes of L2 "'hich are not ab sent in the 

phonemic syst~m of Ll but ",hich are articulated in 

different and noncontrast.ino points of articulation 

under the influe nce o f the phone~e s from the ir native 

stock, the error is p~onetic. 

e. g . Irl is common to beth Enqlish and Oromo, b ut /~/ is 

refroflexed in En 0 li sh, flaD in nromo. ~he error 

that j.G made b y Oromo stuc1e nts due to this d.iffe r,. 

ence is phonetic. 

c) Allophonic Error : If the corresronclina phoneroe s of the 

e . g . 

two lan(1uaae s have different allophone s and when 

l earners make e rrors e ithe r by (i) transfe rring 

their al lophones t o th e tarae t lanauage which are 

absent in the t a rge t lanauaae, or (ii) failino to 

procluce or pe rce ive the allophones of L2 be c a use Ll 

l acks th'lm. 

Fnrrlish P> llophones T"'Ironer Substitution 

[t] ve lari zed , as in [1) non-ve l a ri z9 C!. 

still [s ti1) [is till 

[J] de voic'?d, a s in [r 1 voiced 
0 

tra in [ tl ein ) 
0 

[tire n 1 
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d) Distributional Errors : By carrvinn OVAr the distribu· 

tional pattern of his 1'1 phonemes, the L2 l e arner 

trans fers his phonome SeCT\1CnCp. habits into L2 • Bv 

the sa~e token, as no initial or final cluste rs 

in Oromo, th~y may be rendered as follows : 

e .. g . Ennlish rendered as 

/6p::>:t/ 'sport' /.io pO!tt-<-/ 

/tlt-<-:/ 'trAe ' /t-<-It-<-:/ 

/ pi e-<-o / ' p lace ' (paeo/ 

/ota.:t/ ' s tart ' /1..0 ta.Jt,i.:t / 
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Chapter F'i ve 

5. Data Analysis and Results of the Study 

5.1 Analysis and Results of DiscriJl'.ination Test 

Sixty-two native sneakers of Oromo were niven two tests. 

The first t·~st was oiscrimination t p.st. In this test, the 

subjects were made to discriminat8 between minimal pairs. 

The test was ,U videO. into parts: con",onant sounds I vowel 

sounds, diphthonos. word8 with closed and o~~n syllables and 

consonant clustArs. rach word ~,?s saio tvice. The surjects 

were to iJ'lcicate the .'ord the y hp.ard in each nair by makina 

a tick, unoerlininq or circline depel"ninn on the instruction 

qive n in each Dart. Later, G!'tch naDer was mark9d and "raded 

out of the total of 112. , 

The sounds ~.rhich the subjects failed to disc riminate in 

each part of the test were listed and the number of subjects 

who had diffi culty in discrimin?tin rr heh~een each pair was 

a l so counted and noted. If a pair of SO lillOS was corriuser'! 

only by Ol"e or two subjects it ~las not consiner8 d siqni ficant. 

5 .1 .1 Consonant Sounds 

Each part of thF! t :"s t was treatec' separat<~ly . The nart 

which was analyzeo first was the consonant sounds. It was 

obse rve d that most suhiects could niscriminate between con­

sonant sounds that are closely relateo either hy thei r roanner 

or point of articulation whe n they occur in idGntica1 environ­

ments. Howeve r, the following rairs of sounas we re found to 
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be oifficult for som2 subjects to ci~criT'1inat~ : 

If I and Ivl 
Izl " l al 
lei ;. hi 
It I " lei 
lsi " lei 
Ibl " I pl 
Inl " Inl 
/61 " Ijl 

If I and Ivl 

f.loot subjocts could d iscril"'inntc hel:w~en /fl and Ivl 

in this t es t "Jh"n th0 h'o sounds occurrerl vlord initi a lly. 

However, the nrohlel"l a ros ;;, ""hen the two consonant. sounes 

occurr ed \"o!:c finally I ·C1S in [1 Vf' and fj_fc 1 save and safe. 

To this e ffect, lB (29% ) suhjects failp.d to rliscriminate 

bet",'een the h10 sounds ·.yord finally . 

Izl C'.nd lal 

In this study, these t\,·o sounds were found to b ". cne of 

the most difficult consonant r a ir of sounns to dis crimi nate . 

.l'.ccording ly, 7.1 (34 %) subjects fai18 c to c'liscriminat8 the two 

sounds, e.s in close .and clothe . 

liil and 1'01 

b lthouCTh the nrol'12In was not s~rious with Izl <'mc la"/, 

SOIl'F· s ubjects found i Ie 1i ffiCtllt to r'iscril'1inate b e twGE' n Idl 

and la·l. Oul: of the 62 8 uh:i ·" c tf' , 5 ( 8~d +'Ri10d to discriminate 
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l si an d l ei 

h,D.othe r arNI 0'" di f fic111ty, as observed in this s tudy , 

\V'l.S th8 trouble 50)'1( , subje c ts b e e to discriJ'1in'lt 8 be t wcp.n lsi 

and 101. Ele ve n (1 8';1< ) su!r;·)cts coul rn I t discrimi nat8 }:-", tw<?en 

t'lese two sounns I in .,ords such e.S sink and t h ink. 

It I a nd 101 

I t . ,as ohse rve c1 th a t 9 (1 4% ) subj e cts faile d to discri-

rninate b8 t\~een It I and 101 as in tin and thi n . 

/'01 a n d l rol 

Mo s t subje cts h a d no r'li:f;ficultv i n di scri"linntinq between 

the two s Olm ds vlhen t hey occllrrc- d word ini t inlly a s in bit: 

and n i t , 1 ut t he di fficulty aro s ,," Vlh (m th~ hro p air of sounds 

occurr<~ d vlOrd fin a ll" , as i n r il:> anc1 rip. It " l as foun C' out 

t'1nt, 8 (J. ?% ) s ubj e ct!': c ouldn ' t <" i s crir"inate b0hmen thE' two 

sounds word fi n ally . 

In l and Inl 

Six (l Ot) s~~lects fo und i t di =ficu l t to nis c riminate 

be b/een th8 two sounds wor d fi n ally I as in sin and sine<. 
~ 

/~I and I~I 

'fhe s e two sounc1s ''':'! r e a l s o con fus e e . In t h i s t es t 6 (10%) 

subje c ts fai lea to discri-minu.te b .-, t,.,ae n the t,~o s ounds a s in 

choke an d joke . -'--
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5.1.2 Vowe l Sounrs 

Th.,': followina vowel sounds WCr.8 found to be difficult 

for the subjects to c'liscriminZ'·te. 

/e/ and /'Cfl / 

It WC'S observed that 16 ( 7.(;% ) 3ubjects couldn't discri-

minate between the two vowe l soun.ds ilS in lpttpr and lattp. r. 

/<x!. / ana / A/ 

Thes", vowel soun.o.;; '"re re corfuseCl bv 2) (37%) subjects 
. .. -

~o had difficulty in discri~inatin~ hetween the two vowel 

sounds as in CRt and cut, h a t arc hut. 

/A/ and jc", / 
It 1"2S observed tha t 9 (14%) subjects failed to dis-

criminate bebTeen the two vmre l sounC's as in much and roarch. 

/i/ and /i : / 

Some 11 (18%) SUbj 9 CtS confuned the two vowe l sounds, 

as in bit and beilt; ~ and d~er. 

/A/ and /a:/ 

ThesE' tl'TO vOl'i'el sounds we rp confuseCl hv 7 (11%) subjects 

as in hut and hurt. 

/u/ and /u:/ 

This pair was ba<Uy discril"inated. It IIlas found out that. 

21 (34 %) subjects confus ,.~d the hTO sounds as in full an d fool; 

pull and~. 
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5.1. 3 Ciohthonos 

Dir.hthnnCls are foun d ,to b e the most trou':> 1Efl o!"" area 

to discriminate for most sub jects. 

lei and leil 

T~ --... was observed that 1 9 (31%) subjects failer'l to dis-

crirllinate between lei and le11 as in aet and qate. -
IJ:I and laul 

':':his pair was the ro.0st difficult to discriminate for 

the subjects in this stuCly. This pair 1-1a" difficult to 

discriminate for 39 (63%) s ubjects as in 1 a'" and lot" ; born 

and bone. 

liel ana leal 

'£his nair was confU>3sd bv 14 (22%) 1lub;ects as in hear 

a.1d hair: c'leer ano dare . 

laul anrl laul 

It ... Jas observed that 11 (18%) subjects failed to dis-

criminate bett-leen the two dinhthonqs as in nOl., and ~; 

loud a11d load. 

5.1. 4 "Yore's ~li th ClosF?o and Open Syllables 

The subjects hardly had any niffir.ulty in rliscril1'inat­

in? words with closed syllable s anc'l open syllables in '"oros 

such as luck, lucky : sit, city. 

5.1.5 Consonant Clust'?rs 

Frorr aroonast the consonant cluaters oi.ven in the test 

only the nair b1.o", ano belo'" was found out: to b-? troubleso~e 

for Ie (7Q~) suhiects to di s criminat~. 

1 
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5. ~ Analysis an d Results of Prcc'uction 'l' ~,st 

1'hp. second test was proollction test. 'Th" 6::1 subjects 

W7.!re tc>.PE) -recorc'<O'(l ~lhi18 r n ad.inc: alou(l. 78 sentences Gontilin-

inc) most of the minimal pairs used in the c'iscrimina·tion t8St. 

The test was divided into pe.rts: consonant SOlln(ls, vow0.1s, 

and. dinh thonqs, worcs 'fli th closed and oo'~n syllabl(,~s ane' 

consonant clusters. '1'h8 s cn·c.()nces in each part were nUl'1bered 

to avoid confusion. Each subject '-las instruct"d t.O r Eo cord 

his/her name, s"ction, and a 00. refore r0.adin,., the; s ':ntences 

onto the tane. 

']',0;0 judqf's (" linC!ui s t '1nd Jl'VSf' 1 f) listen,.,d to the 

r8cordinq of each subiect, 'lila rave each subject a score of 

o'1e point for oach 'corrRct.ly: salcl it.cfl:'\. ':"h f~ t Ql:3t \·.ras 

"raced out of 
of 

thG t.otal" .~3 ._ ",hE' nhoner>j.c tr?nc;crip tion of 

the relevant ~7ords as nronoUIl r"e r: bv th e subje cts in thp 78 

s8ntence s can b," shown as follo~rs: 

Consonant f-Olmds 

Fnr<lish 

veal /v:i : 1/ 

five /faiv/ 

Rafe /spif/ 

think /0ink/ 

thin /0in/ 

th" n /~('m/ 

zeal /zi : l/ 

bit /hit/ 

pack /oae. k/ 

hack /h ae. )r / 

as rendered by the subjects 

/vil/, /vi:l/, /vol/ 

/faif/, /fa iv/ 

/sef/, /seif/ 

/Unk/, /sink/ 

/sin/, /tin/ 

/zen/, /s cn/ 

/zil/, /z0.1/, /zi:1/ 

/bit/ 

/na~: /, /n0k/ 

/bilk/ 



mad /m:led/ 

mOlt /ma~ t/ 
mate /meit/ 

made /l1'cid/ 
coulCl /kud/ 

good /<Tud/ 

joke /~auk/ 
v chok0 /cauk/ 

map /maeo/ 
nap /n(}en/ 

1 a'" /1):/ 

r aw /r}:/ 
brine" /bri n / 
hi e' /DirT/ 

s in<;r /sin/ 

slck /5ik/ 
v Irlash / W) s/ 

v .,atch /W) c/ 

haste /he ist/ 
,Jaste /\~eist/ 
l~e t /wet/ 

yet /yet/ 
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Consonant Sounds 

as rendered by the subject.s 

/mad/, /J'1Ad/, /rre d/ 
/mat/, /l'1et/ 
/f'let/, /mat/ 
/m~d/ 

/kud/ 

/'mcl.! 
llok/ 
/gok;/ , v /mk./ 
/w.an/, /fCI0.P/ 
/r> FlO/ 

/lal'lu/, r l Olvu/ 

/rFl\'1U/, /rowu/ 
/rrin-rr/, /brin/, /brin/ 
/ h i rr / 

lain- ai, /sin/, / a in/ 
/sik/ 

v v /"/Os/, /'Ilas/ 
hoX/ , !wa~/ 
/h(~ st/, /hast/ 
/WGst/ 

/W?t/, /I'li 1:/ 
/yet/ 

Vowels and Diphthonqs 

be ll /bel! /De1/ 
hill /bil/ /bill, /bi : l/ 
lift /li ft/ /lift/ 
l e ft 11eft/ / 1:"! ft/ 
l etter /leta (r) / /le tAr/ 
1a tt8r /1 ~ t a (r) / Ilat0.r/, l1e t er/ 
:.1 at /haect/ /hat/, /hAt/ 
hut /hAt/ It.At/- /hut/ 
COll'e /k Am/ /kArn/, /ko"!/ 

.' 
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Ene-lish 2 .. <; reI'lc'cren by tbe 81Jbiects 

ca l m /ka ~ p,/ /kalm/ , /kol'rn/ , /karo/ 

shut /1{t\ t/ v /5 At-/, v /sut/ 

shot v 
/S)t/ 

v 
/sot/, /;{ II i:/ 

dip /din/ /M,.,/ 

deep /ili :n/ /din/, /cJi :p/ 

pot /n.'t/ /pot/ 

,ort In) : (r)t/ /nort/ 

hot /h)t/ /hot/ 

hut /hllt/ /h IIt/ , /hut/ 

h urt /ha, (r) t/ /hArtl, /hert/ , /ha:rt/ 

full /+'ul/ /ful/ 

fool /fu , l/ /ful/,/fu,l/ 

get. /oeti / qet/ 

gate /aeit/ /qet/ , /q'3.t/ 

hate /heit/ /het/ , /hat/ 

heirrht / hait/ /hait/ , /11evi t/ 

buy /r"ai/ /bai/ 

boy /h) i/ /boil 
bone /bdun/ /hon/ 
born /b):(r)n/ /horn/ 
hear /hid (r)/ /hir/ , /hi : r/ 

hair /he d (r)/ /her/ , /heyir/ 

now /nau/ /nau/ 

know /nau/ /nau/ , /ne'>lu/ 

Closed ano open syllable vlords 

eight /eit/ 

dahty /8iti/ 

sit /sH/ 
city /siti/ 

l ack /lAk/ 

lucky /lAki/ 

difficult /difikaltj 

difficulty /difikalti/ 

/et/, /eit/ 

/ e ti/, / e"iti/ 

/sit/ 
/siti/ 

/lak/, /lfIk/ 

/laU/, /lfIki/ 

/rififAlt/, / difike lt/ 

/c' ifikAlti /, /difike lti / 
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Consonan 'c Clusters 

'English 

b ] OVI /b 13 u./ 
bE' 10\'1 /b i 13 u/ 
flow /f13u/ 

follo'" /f,Uu/ 
srort Iso) :t/ 
support /san)'t/ 
disprove /disnru:v/ 
disanryrov'-' /di.sdnru:v/ 
strana /str..)n! 
stud~nts /stunant~/ 

three /eri/ 

thos "! /'d) s/ 

he alth /he18 / 

as renr].."red by th~ :subjects 

/hlo/ 
/bilo/ 

/flo/ 
/folo/ 

/isport/, /sport/ 
/sanort/, /seport/ 
/disinr()v/, /Cli s - p ruv/ 
/clisianruv/, /d:lsa-nruv/ 
/!.stiron('!/, /stiron-a/ 
/i9tudenti8/, /studentis/ 
/sir-j ~ /, /tri: / 

/zos/ 

/hplz/, /hels/, /helzi/ 

Based on the transcription of the phone!'1,;!s a s nm<'lere il. 
by the subjects, the cliff:>nolnt narts of the t"lst l~e r'3 analyzed 
as follows: 

5.2.1 Consonant 80unil.5 

]:,s a ,.ho18, the T'nqlis i.1 consonant s ounds do not Clive 

Ororno- s"e ae:incr students I:mch di.fficultv . T!ow~v0.r, the con-

50n?-nt sounds /v/, /<f/, /e/, /n/ and /'3/ "leF~ found to he 

diffi.cult for the subj "lcts to pronounce. 

/v/ 

Vost sub~p.cts could oror'iucp. this - consonilnt sound •. 'orC) 

ini tially, as in v2al. ~h f: t rouble was vrhen this s ound 

occurred '·'or<'l finally a s in " . . Ll. ve I save . 'T'h us, 7. 7 ( f: 3'1<l 

SUb j8ct.S pronounce d five as :1:1 f e , for instance. 
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/~/ 

None of the !'lubjects could !'lav this sound correctly. 

They either nrcmounced /~/ 38 /z/ or at times as lsi. Thus, 
for e xample, then /:len/ ;'1'1S ", i ther nronouncer'! as /zen/ or 

/Sfm/. 

/0/ 

This sound also caused a probleM for the ~ubjects. It 

"Ias ei thor substituted by / s / or /t/. Thus, 38 (61%) flubjects 
confuse d /0/ in thin , ... it-.. h /t/ in tin while twenty-nine ( 47'1; ) 

confuse d /0/ in think with /s/ in sink. 

/n/ 

Forty-tvl, (1'8%) subje cts pronouncei' th" /g/ in brinq as 

a separate sound, inste ad. o f ):, ronouncinG' it. /n/ as native 

~nglish speakers r'!o. In some case s, thev omi\te d /g/ thus 

') ronouncina 'siner' as • siT<', :for instance. 

/6/ 
Se ven (lH) subjects confusno /'6/ with /¥/ and rpad 

v 'choke' as /!'lok/, for e xaMple. 

5.2.2 Simnle Vowels and Diphthonas 

English has 1l'any mors vo\",ls than Oromo. As a result, 

Oromo l e arners of Engli sh woulc1 us!"! their relatively sr.all 

nUIl"ber of vowels to 'cover' the- "'nqlish twelve simple vowels 

and eight dinhthonas. The l2tter are ahsent categories in 
Oromo. 
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Vowels anc1 dinhthongs \<!erc found to b~ the most trouble­

some areas for the subje ct:; to Droduce. The follolqing vo'''els 

and di?hthongs caused problems: 

lei and I'C£ I 

In the test, 28 (45%) subjects faileCl to make a c'istinc­

tion between lei ana I'C£ I. For instance, they pronounced 

latter anel. letter inoentically. ()thers substi tut:c c1 . the I'C£ I 
in: latter by lal ani' pronouncec latter as Ilater/. "The' 

'schwa' lal - the neutral vowel usei' .i.n unstressed syllables 

lind l.,reaJc forms" (KemlOrthy 1 9 87:51) ~?as renlace d by l ei 1n 

both latter ana leteer by most subiects. 

I'C£ I and I AI 

110st subjects found it difficult to pronounce the two 

sounds dist.inctly. The I'C£ I .in ~ and the I AI in hut were 

oronounced identicall". This \>'as a ..,roblem for 16 (7 4% ) 

subjects. Others pronounced hat as /hat/. The sound IAI 
was also confused with lui. Thus, fi (10%) subjects ]:,ro­

nounced /hAtl as /hutl although this last confusion could 

be attributed to the orthography of put. 

Iii and 11 :1 

The sounds Iii and li :1 \-le re also confused by 33 (53%) 

subjects I"ho read Clin and deep identically. Both "lords 

sounded 10iry/. as rendered by the subiects. 
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IAI an('l la:1 

The IAI in hut ,·'as confuser ",ith the la:1 in hurt. 

It was obs>;!rwdl. that 17 (:(,7%) subjects rear hurt /ha : t/ as 

Ihllrt/ . 0thers read /ha:tl either as /hertl or /ha:rt/. 

lui and lu:1 

Full anr fool '",ere pronounced identicallv bv 29 (47%) - " . .. 

subjects. Both vlorcs were pronounced Iful/. S ome subjects 

tended to use a ",0~181 ClOS8 to lu :1 to nronounce fool l'fu:l/. 

lei and leil 

It v'as observed that r.,.3arly all the snb;"lcts confused 

l ei with lei/. Forty-nin(, (79%) subjects coulC1.l1't make a 

distinction between lei and 18il .,hen they nronounced get 

and. gate. C'thers nronounc,,,o qate as Iqat/. 
~ -----

1') :1 and laul 

These t'<10 sounds'Ne:tF substitutAn by 101 or 10 ~ /. Thus, 

all the subjects prono~,ced bone jbaunl as Ibonl and born 

Ib) : (r)nl as either /bornl or /ho:rn/. 

lUI and leal 

All the s~~jects r eplaced these two diphthongs by mono­

thongs. Hence, ~ /hia(r)/VlllS pronounced either as Ihirl 

by 39 (63%) or Ihi:rl by others and hair /hea(r)1 as /herl 

by 37 (60%) or Iheyirl by oth(,rs. 
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/au/ and /au/ 

~os t subiects hac no difficultv in producina /au/ as 

in now. nut the problem ,,'as with /au/ as in knO\~. 'T'hus, 

1H (77 %) subjects nronounced nON anc' knot·, identically , i.e. 

/nau/. 0thers pronounced knml as /newu/. 

5. 2 .3 1-'lords Nith Closed and Open Syllables 

No significant problem was observed in the production 

of words with closed and open ~yllables. 

5. 2.4 Consonant Clust8rs 

1>.s '" \.,hoI0 consonant clusters with hlo s3C(uences 

occurrinc initiallv or finally clirn't cause much trouble for 

the subjects. The problem aro!;'€' \Then the seq1lences were 

three or more. Por example, initially Rtrona / str)n/ was , 

oronounced either as /isti ron-rr/ or /stiron-o/. r~edially, 

disprove /clispru :v/ was p rono\Jnceil ei thpr as /Ciistnruv/ or 

~is-pruv/. In Final position, students /studants/ was 

oronounced either as /studentis/ or /istu0entis/ . ~owever, 

it was observed that C\ (11% ) s tuClents pronounced h(~ alth 

/he10/ as /helzi/. A clear /1/ was usee in nlace of dental 

/~/ and /0// a voice les3 fricative, \-/as substituted by an open 

syllable /-zi/. 
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5 . 3 Classification of Brrors 

5.3.1 1?honel"ic "rror') 

Thp follm.,rin q phonemic errors were observed : 

English Phonell'e 

Consonants: 

Ivl five 

I~I th'm 

101 thin 

1"61 choke 

Vowels and ~iphthonqs : 

1?i2. I latt<:'lr 

1111 s hut 

I:J:I cauoht 

li:1 <'1eo» 

lu:/fool 
, . I 1 8 l. 

/ ::. 31 

gate 

hair 

laul knm." lanl now 

5.3.2 Phone tic Frrors 

I rl retroflexpo 

5.3.3 AlloPhonic Errors 

[r)- a flapped consonant 
",hir.h way occur inte r­
vocalically '= .C:' . ~/ 
marry. 

[J) - a nost-alveolar fric­
tionle ss conti nuant 
e.o. drive 

"!rona Suhsti tution 

If I fife 

Izl zen 

It I tin, lsi sin 

I~I shock 

lei l0tter 

luI shoot 

101 cot 

Iii di!, 

lui full 

lei oet 

lei h'lr 

lanl nm., 

Irl a flap 

a flan Irl 

a flan Irl 
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- a Dost-fortis con-

sonant c3evoic(~d 

allorhon.:: e . c;. 

crane, trai'1 

[d J dent.al aR in '",10th 

[n] de~tftl as in t e nth 

[lJ dental as in 1:K.:a lth 

[1] - a non-velariz('o 

allophone, occurs 

in initial oosition 

be for e vowe l s an.) 

/y /, e. q. l eave, (,arlv 

a nan /r/ 

[e'lJ alveolar 

[nJ alveolar 

clear [1] 

clear [lJ 

/-j./ - a velarlzerl. allo"hoD0, 

occurs hefore conson ants, 

/w/ 2nrl word finally 

e.q. alwaYR, nool. clear [1] 

'i. 3.4 T'listributional L .'rrors 

",he follm'Tinq d:i.st.rirutional errors were observed 

in the Droduction of Bnqlish tmrds as nrnno1mce d by 

most subiects: 

·r,:nqlish 5vllable StructurE'S 

cccvc 
stroner 

cvccc 
stuc'ents 

cev 
thrE'e 

evee 
health 

'"roner Substi t .ution 

ccvc:vcc/veevcvcc 
/stirong/, /istirona/ 

cvccvc 
/stue'lp.ntis/· 

evev 
/sirj,:/ 

rvr(:v 
/helzi/ 
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5. 4 Ri'mk Orc1er Correlation Coeffi.cient (r ) , 1'1:.::; an Scores 
fl 

md Standard Deviations 

Roll Discrimination Production 
Test Scores Test Scorps 

~ -(out of 112) (X) Rank 1 (out of 83) (Y) Rank 2 

1 100 47.5 58 37 

2 102 36.5 57 42 

3 103 2'1 64 13 

4 1"0 4 7. 5 62 22 

OJ 103 29 ~n 9.5 

6 100 IJ 7 • 5 5q 32.5 

7 101 42 63 17 

a 101 .:12 fir) 28.5 

9 104 20.5 58 37 

10 11'2 36.5 (;7 7.5 

11 ')5 51 (,2 22 

12 1()<1 20 .5 57 42 

13 99 53 56 L1 7 

14 103 29 58 37 

15 108 3 " .- 67 7.5 

15 <J6 59.5 5<1 52 

17 10(" 1l. 5 63 17 

18 92 62 52 57.5 

19 96 59.5 57 ·12 

20 98 56.5 59 32.5 

21 106 11. ~~ 56 17 

2 2 102 36.5 54 52 

23 103 3.5 ~8 4 .5 

24 103 29 63 17 

25 11'7 7 6~ 1.5 

26 l()tI 20.5 56 47 

27 10() 47 .5 48 62 
28 97 58 5(' 60 
29 106 ll.5 65 II 

30 103 29 Gl 25.5 
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Roll Discrimination Production 
Te!lt Scores Test ~cores 

~l(). (Out of 112) ( X) Rank 1 (Ou t of 83) (Y. ) Rank 2 

31 9!l 53 58 37 

32 107 7 69 1.5 

33 106 11.5 68 4. 5 

34 106 11.5 6-1 13 

35 101 42 68 4 .5 

36 10-1 20 . 5 54 52 

37 106 1l . 5 63 17 

38 101 20 . 5 63 17 

39 102 36 . 5 59 32 .5 

iJO 09 53 58 37 

41 105 15 . 5 (in 28.5 

42 98 55 . 5 56 4 7 

43 In) 291 62 52 

44 10<) 3. 68 4. 5 

45 102 36.5 (,0 28. 5 

46 11)4 20.5 64 13 

47 107 7 (,6 ~.5 

48 103 2~: 54 52 

49 108 3 . 5 62 22 

50 101 1i2 57 12 

51 100 47.5 57 42 . 

52 101 20 . 5 59 32.5 

53 104 :>.0 . 5 hl 25.5 

54 101 12 52 57 .5 

55 103 29 56 1) 7 

56 ')9 53 53 55 . 5 

57 10n 17 . 5 51 50 

58 103 20 54 52 

59 105 15 . 5 60 28 . 5 

60 1n8 3.5 62 ?2 

61 gQ 53 4Q '; 1 

62 102 36.5 53 55.5 
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= 63 51 

= 102 (91% ) (average s core or 
of discriJ1'in a tion test) 

= 1- 6I:d2 

N (N2_1) 
, 

= 1 6x16481. 5 
- 62(62)2_ 1 

'" 1 . 98889 
- 23132615 

= 1 - 0.415 

Ld2 = 1 6481. 5 

LY = 3fi 8 0 

Y = 60 (72%) (averaqe 
of nroduction 

= 0.58 (rank-ordAr correlation coefficient) 

S D =/775 • x 61 

L(X_X)2 = 77S 

N-l = 61 

score 
test) 

= 3.56 (standard deviation or niscrimination test) 

C _, /1549 
" . Dy-V -rr-

"'V 25 • 39 

= 5.0~ (standard de viation of production test) 

The rank-order corre l ation coefficient [(r ) = 0.5R) s 
indicates that the two tests (discrimination and pronuction) 

are positively correlated, i.c. there is a aGod r e lation-

) 

I 
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ship between the two, in othe r words, students who are qOOn 

at discriminatina can do well in nroduction and vice versa. 

On the other hann, the avc rane scores, lCl2 (9 1%) (for 

discrimination) and 6() (72 %) (for oroduction) r e veal that 

the subjects are far better in discrimination than in nro­

duction. It has been testad and found out that there is a 

significant cif~crence betwee n the blo mean Rcores. ¥ore­

over, tile standard deviation (S.D.) ~ (for discrimination) 

and 5.04 (for nroduction) show th~t t here are larqer di~fer-- -

ences amonqst the subjects in rr00uction th an in discrimina-

tion. 
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Chapter Six 

6. Recommendation s and Conclusions 

6.1 Recowmendations 

Learners need to develop a concern for pronunciat ion. 

They must recocmize that p oor, unintelligible speech will 

make thei r attempts at conversing frustrating and unt:>leasant 

both for themselves and for t h e ir listeners. They mur:t also 

realize that success in l anc;uage learninrr task, involve s 

settinq onese lf <'Toals, and working hard to achie ve. the m. 

Teachincr correct nronunciation is not only t he task of 

toe teacher. It is very true that the teacher has his own 

role to p lay in th~ process, b ut success in pronunciation 

will cJ.epen d on much e ffort tho. l earner p uts into j_ t. 

Teachers ne-:=d to che ck that the ir learners are hearinq sounds 

according to the annropriate catenories and help them develop 

n'-"111 categories if ne cessary . SOJ11e time s l e arners ".rill be able 

to imitate the n ew sound, b ut if they can't them the t e ache r 

needs to be able to give s ome hipts which may he lp the J11 to 

make the nml sound. As Kenworthy (1 9 87 : 2 ) exp l a ins , "reamers 

nead the help of the teacher in establishing a plan f or 

action, in deciding what to conce1"trate on an~ when to leave 

well e nouoh alone." As l e arnin,... pronunciation i s so complex, 

the teacher must consider what types of exercises and acti­

vi t.ies wi 11 be he I n f ul. 

'~uch is also exnected on the part of the l earner t o 

accomplish . Primarily , ~he. learner ' s willingness to take 
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responsibi li ty for his or her OloTIl learninC! is hicrhly import-

ant in pronunciation l earning . 

ReGardinG the rol .'! of the learner J . Kenworthy writes, 

"The teacher may be hiqhly sl<:il led at noticin'l mispronuncia-

tions and pointinq these out, but if learners tak8 no action 

and do not try to monitor their ov1l1 efforts, then the pros-

oects of chanGe or improvement are minimal" (ibid:3). 

Most teachers Tflay worry about which pronunciation to 

t each . It is evident that a teacher teaches the type of 

?ronunciation he/she uses. The important thine; is not 

",or~yin,! about which pronunciation to teach. '"lhat is more 

important is the Question of inte lliqibility . ~ost peoole 

'nay think that a pronunciation "Thich is nativ'2 like is 

totally inappropriate, howeve r it must be acceoted that if 

the re is occasion to sne ak with nati vr>s, the di vercTence in 

oronunciation ~av lea~ to communication break1own. A 

native like pronunciation may be a ('oal for particular 

l earners, but for the majority of leam.ers a far rrore raasmable qoal 

is to be comfort.ably intel li rrible. . For mramnle, as obsp.rved 

in this study ana many other similar stu~i8s, .most l ea.rners 

t end to slIDstitute /a/ by /z/. ~he listene r may understand 

if thp. spp.aker says 'Z2 ' for 'th', but this can be understood 

only if it is follovwd cons~cstently, i . c . if the same Fnr-lish 

sound /15/ is substituted by 'z' by some learners and by '(I' or 
's' by others, this is very confusinq. 

Based on these and the findinqs of this study, the 

follm"in(' r p.commendations an"'! I"ade ~ 
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1. As in other arees of t .e ach in '"! , the first stare in 

t e aching pronunciation is se l e ction. Unless the t eache r 

already knows '''h a t his p upils' 0ifficultif's are, he has to 

find them out. 'Phe best way is to CTElt t .he nupi ls to say 

words containin0 the sounds which a r n to be t ested without 

t he t eacher hiIl's e lf saying ·thSII' first. 

2 . The next step, Qft e r selectinr the sounds to be 

worke d on, 15 to prepare se t s of JTlinimal pairs. T~orksheets 

can be pre"ared for th~ students 1>11 t.h the pairs of ',Tords 

beside each othe r. ~s the teacher pronounce~ one of thE1 
pair, i:he l e arne rs circle? or tick the word they think they 

heard. It i s important to provi rp. i mmer iate f eedback, and 

to give those who chOSe the ,'Tron a word a chance to he ar both 

words again. It is a l so important to varv th" position and 

surroundinqs of the tarqet soune . For examp l e, It I can occur 

ini t i al ly, Medially and f i nally in P.nrrlish words anCi. also 

with othe r consonants i n clusters, a s in tip, pit, t rip , and 

cre pt, e tc. It is nec3ssary that p r00uction b e c iven more 

atten tion than discrimination in ori 11 exerci s e s for -the 

fact tha t the subjects were founa to be relatively ,,~e aker 

in p roduction than in discrimination. 

3 0 r--'inimal p air n r act ice can be none Ni t h a t c!l;:>0 record-

inq of the vlOrd nairs, but again irnmediate fe·3db ack s hould 

be g iven anCi the tane r ep l ayea to (Jive anothe r opportunity 

for the learne rs to hear the sounds. The advantar.e of usin g 

a tape is th at the !1'od r~ l wi ll be unchancin CT .. - - the tane cannot 
exagqerate or distort s:.1cce ss i ve node I s uS th3 teacher can. 



- 102 -

<1 . AnothGr ir1nortant thin'" to note is tl-jat "no sound 

is an island." The teache r should avoiCl d(,l!1onstratin'" or 

asking learners to nroduce sounns in isolation. Sounds 

occur in syllables, surrounded by other smIDrs, so the 

teacher should nive th~ learners a real worn or a non-sense 

word. In other wores, it certainlv Makes no sense to prac­

tice consona~t sounds in isolation. 

5. It is usually easier for learners to produce a new 

SOQ~d in initial position. Therefore, the t~acher should 

start out vIi th words ~'herG the SOlmn is at the ooginninC! of 

the word, then wove on to wo:t"ds where it occurs at the end 

(which is slicrhtly Mor:;! 0.ifficllltJ, thrcm to middle position, 

and finally in combination \·Ii tJ-> other smIDns. 

6 . To overcome the d ifficulty tqit!1 makin g diphthonCls, 

the teacher should oraw the i r attention to the movement 

involven in terms of 'start' and 'finish' J)osition.s . 

7. In teachina consonant clusters, the teacher \~ill 

he.ve to c'ecic1.e for himse lf I-Thich clusters to include and midl. 

to leave out, and for this t.he main consireration \~ill be the 

frequency of occurrence in speech and, to a ' certain (;!xtent, 

the amount of di~ficulty for his Qupils. It is impe rative 

that the teacher /"five more at·tention to final clusters. To 

a certain extent one is justified in sayinn that fin a l 

cluste rs are more im~ortant than initial clusters, because 

",hereas the latter only pe rforYn lexical functions, fin"l 

clusters have crrammatical flIDctions as well. 
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6. 2 Conclusions 

The main objecti v '! of this stu<"" waf; teo make a compara­

tive study of the seQmenta l phonemes o f Enolish and Oromo and 

there by to find out the difficultie s Oromo learners of 

English have in pronouncing ce rtain English sounds. 

To this effect, t~/o t e sts «(lis crimination and producll.cn) 

were administered to 62 native sneakers of Oromo. ~ soo;ect9, 

in gene ral, W8 r e found to b e goo<" at discriminatina . The 

?roblem was with nroduction in which they w~re relatively 

we aker. 'T'hus, the follOlV'ing p roblems were ob"le rved in this 

study : 

Jl.'any of th e flairs of consonant« that cau,>r~d p roblems 

for th -, subjects were cateGor ies which (l() not exis t in the 

n a ti ve l an <:uaoe. 

Several of the pairs of vow", ls that cause" p roblems 

(Jiffe red in that one is a rnonothonr and the other c. Clij)hthon <:<. 

In other cases, monothongs, e . <;:I . /<e.. "J:/ wen" found 1:0 be-, 

trouble soI11e. The reason could be that these vowels are absent 

categorie s in the OrOI11O languace . 

Consonant clusters with three or more se~uence s were 

found to be troublesome. Th is couln also be attribute d to the 

differences in the syllabic structures of the two lang uaaes. 

In some \-/ays final clusters constitute" a rrreater prob lem 

than initial clusters for the subjeots. 
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Learnin .... to nronoun.ce a lanC'uarre is a very complex 

task and, as with any other compl~x learninrr task, the learn-

ing process can be facilitateQ, however, if both the learner 

and the teacher make unreserved efforts. As Heidi Dulay, 

et al. note, "':1'0 be successful, a learner need not have a 

spe cial inborn talent for learninr lancruarres. Learners and 

teachers simply need to 'do it rioht '" (Heioi nulco-y et al. 

1982:3) • 

Moreover, the teachin~ of nronunci"tlon should be 

qiven due attention from ~~e early staoes. In the wor0s of 

P. Hubbard et al., 

~he teachin0. of !Jronunciation i s not an 
0otional luxllrv t c b~ l(', ft to advancec1 level 
stunies 0" the lal1c;UiYi<o at universi.tv .•• 
P ronunciation should b e an inteoral nart of 
an Bn~lish teaching pr0q rarnme "roM the ~arly 
sta'1es, iust as the teachin .... of structures 
and vocabularv (Pe..te.1L Hub balLd <..t aR.. 1985 : 20 ) • 
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APPRNDIX l' 

~ame: 

Section: S. s. 
Sex: 1. . (male, f emale ) 

Age: 

T-ost I: Discrimination Test 

Part I: Consonant. Sounds 

,'\.. Which one of the follm'.'in 9 pair of ~.,ords is said? 
Tick (v) tho; t.,rord you've heard in each nair. 

1. a) fast 3 . a) rip d) choke 
vast rih joke 

h) fee l h) r->it c) rich 
veal hit ric1qe 

c) fifA c) pull 7. a) l e isure 
fiw:- bull ledger 

d) safe 4. a) tin b) lesion 
save 1 . u.p leaion 

2. a) c10n b) mat c) major 
then maC! measure 

b) clare c) mate B. a) map 
there made nap 

c) close 5. a) class b) mail 
clothe nlass nail 

d) sink b ) could c) marrow 
think '!ood narrow 

e) seal c) Iocr- 0 a) raw ... 
zeal loCI lC:M 

f) thin 6. a) choice b) row 
tin joice ION 



c) real" 

leap 

10. a) brinq 

hi <1 

b ) dunq 

rlU(f 

c) bana 

baC! 

11. a) sina 

sick 

- l OB -

b ) s1"rinQ 

snick 

c) s tin(f 

f' tick 

1 2 . a) sin 

sina 

b) son 

suna 

c) sinn<'lr 

sinaer 

Part II: Vowel Sounds 

13. a) watch 

t.\]'ash 

b) witch 

wish 

14. a ) haa 

waa 

b) haste 

waste 

15. a) we ll 

yell 

b ) wet 

ye t 

B. Listen carefully and underline the worn which you have 

heard in each nair. 

1. a) be ll 

bi ll 

b) hid 

hean 

c) sit 

set 

2 . a) bed 

bad 

b) (fuess 

c:as 

c) l e nd 

land 

d) letter 

latter 

3. a) cat 

cut 

b) hat 

hut 

c ) IT'ad 

mud 

4. a) COIl'e 

calm 

b ) Cluck 

('ark 

c) l"uch 

march 

rJ) hut 

heart 

5. a) hut 

t,ot 

b ) rub 

rob 

c ) shut 

shot 

d) luck 

lock 

6. a) bit 

beat 

b) cip 

c1r;eo 

c) lip 

l e a>:> 

7. a) pot 

port 

h) cot 

c aurrht 

c) shot . 

short 

B. a) bud 

biro 

" .. . 

b) hut 

hurt 

c) such 

search 

d) shut 

shirt 

a) look 
Iu .ke-

b) full 
fool 

c) pull 
pool 
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Part III : Dinhthon('s 

Co Lis-t e n and decide which of the pair of words i s s a id, then underline the t~ord. which you have he ard . 

1. a ) debt 3. a ) buy 5. a) e ar 
date hoy air b) ('e t b ) b ile b) f e a r ('ate b oil fair c) fell c) vice c) hear fail voice hair d) pen 4 . a ) born d) dee r pain b one dare 

2. a) bay b ) hall 6. a ) now 
buy pol"! know 

b) late c) lon'l b ) loud 
li '1ht load load 

c) hate (1) la~' c) douh t 
heir!ht 1m" dote 

d) tOlflIl 
tom~ 

Part IV ~ Words ,,,ith Closed and O1:>en Sy llables 
D. Which one of the follo~"ing pair of words have you heard: the first or the s e cond? ShOt~ the worc1 you have heard in each pair by circlinq. 

L e i'1'h t/eicrh t y 
2 . luck/lucky 
3 . !,art/party 
4. fun/funny 
5. hones t/honesty 
6. dirt/dirty 
7. sit/city 
8 . difficul t/di ffi culty 
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Part V: ronsonant Cluste rs 

r,; . TAlhich ward is pronounce d - the first or the second? 
Underline the one you h ave hear~ in each uair. 

1. blow/below 

2 . flow/follOTtI 

3. snort/su~port 

4 . disprove /disapprove 
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PPPENDIX P. 

Test II: P roduction Test 

Instructions: Read the follmrincr sentences carefully on to 
the tape-recorder. Read naturally: use your normal p ronun­
ciation. ~Iake a short pause after each sentence. R8 cord 
your name, section and age hefore you. read the sentences. 

Part I : Consonant Sounds 

1. He prefers veal to nork. 

2. Five of the p assengers died in that accident. 
3. It is always safe to work hard. 
4. I think she i s thin. 

5. Then we ~Ient to the T)art:v. 

6 . She has a strong zeal to learn. 
7. You are a bit late. 

8. Pack un soon. 

9. He crave back the ~oney. 

10. The mad cat i s sitting on the mat. 
11. He is our dorm-mate. 

12. This shirt is made in China. 
13. I could play foot-ball when I was young. 
14. It is aood to be r esnectful. 
15. She wants to tell us a joke. 
16. If vou smoke in this room, ,,,e' 11 choke. 
17. They are to draw a ~ap of Africa. 
18. 1-Je like to take a nilt"l "'fter lunch. 
19. Theft is an act aaainst la'~. 
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20. This niece o f meat is raw. 

21. Bring that big baa here. 

22. Vou can't sing if you're sick. 

23. "lash your hands before you watch the game. 

24. He I'Tent off in great hastp.. 

25. Don·' t waste your words. 

26. The crround is ~mt. 

27. She has not come yet. 

Part II: Vowels and Diphthongs 

1. The bell has gone. 

7.. Did you receive the hill? 

3. Who qave YOll a l ift home? 

4. TVhat' s wrong with your left hand? 

5. Can vou write a l Etter in Enalish? 

6. t.lhich one is e e t .ter, the former or the latter? 

7. In Spain girls don't often vICar hats. 

8. ~he neasants built a numher of huts. 

q. Can you come to th~ nartv toniaht? 

10. t4ulu is a very calm boy. 

11. Di0 you shut th8 coer? 

12. Din you hear t he ~hot? 

13. The bovs dip their toys into watAr. 

14. The water-we ll is very deep. 

15. The pot is full of water. 

16. The port is beautiful. 
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17. He 1i ves in that hut. 

18. He hurt his arm when he fell nown. 

19. ~he pail i s full of soil. 

20. He acten like a fool. 

21. ~hev are to get a job. 

22. This qate is usually lockec'!. 

23. Do you hate to ge t un early? 

24. f'That is the height of that wall? 

25. You rnust buy another car. 

26. The boy ki cked the doq. 

27. The Clocr is eati.ng a bone. 

28. ~he ~las born l ast year. 

29. "1e can 't hear you. 

30. Comb your hair. 

31. I J'1US t 00 nmr . 

32. Do you knol.</ the a1"s"'er? 

Part III ~ "lords with Closed and ('nen Syllables 

1. I have eight bi rr , but Alero has eighty. 

2. It Is ba(l luck to lose. It is lucky to win. 

3. Sit down, ulease. Our city is attractivG. 

4 . The test was difficult. The difficulty l.ras (lue 

to lack of clarity. 

Part IV: Consonant Clust8 rs 

1. The ~Tind blot'IS fast. 

2. The temperature is below zero. 



3. The rivGr f lows throuoh the junqle. 

4 . Fall follO\~s summer. 

5. Football is a popular snort. 

6. We support: your ideas. 

7. Can you disprove this theorv? 

e. The nriest will di~an~ro¥p. of your act. 

9 . Taye is a strong boxer. 

10. A number of s tudents came to ~he ~eeting. 

11. Three o f them have nassed the test. 

12. Those childre n are in ooor health. 
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l\PPFNDIX C 

1u6stionnai re 

1? l ease read and write the correct information for each nUJTiler. 

1. Full name 

2. Age 

3. Sex (J1lale , f erni'.l le) 

4. Section (8 . S . 1, S. s. 2, •.•... ) 

5. Administrative Reqion you come from 

(Shoa, A. A.., Bale, ••• ) 
6. Your wother tonQ'ue (first lanauaGe) - tick one (V) inside 

the box, but if y our response is 'others' write the name of 

your 1I10ther tonaue in the space nrovi0en. 

a) Al11hilric 17 
b ) Oromo 17 
c) Tigriqna 1/ 
d) Others 
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