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Siso_ one third
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Abstract

Endmay is a wdrdda located in the East Gojjam Zone of the Amhara Region. The existing
evidences indicate that in the past the district of Endmay was an important center of
administration and economic activities in Gojjam since from Ras Hailu Yosadage founded
Becdna as the political center of Gojjam province in the last quarter of the 1 8" c. Following
the Italians invasion the significance of the Wirdda was increased for both the patriots and
the collaborators.The main objective of this thesis is investigating and reconstructing the
administrative and socio —economic history of Endmay Wirdda from the withdrawal of
Italians from the soil of Ethiopia in 1941 to the end of Military government in 1991. The
study covers the period from 1941 t01991, in which the community of Endmay wdrdda like
the other residents of Gojjam Province performed significant political and socio-economic
developments.

The district was well incorporated into the Christian Highland Kingdom in the 14™ century
and passed through major social, political and economic developments, it was following the
withdrawal of Fascist Italians that these economic, social and political developments showed
important developments. Thus, thesis seeks to outline how the local people in Endmay
wdrdda reacted to the rule of the Italians. Besides, the thesis attempts to analyze how the
inhabitants of the wdrdda reacted to the various political and socio-economic activities from
1941 to 1991.

This thesis is analyzed and reconstructed based on using archival documents collected in
ENALA, IES, DMUAC and FBAC, Endmay wdrdda and oral information mostly gathered
from testimony of oral informants who were participants and observers of events in Endmay

wdrdda



Preface

This thesis is a Warada history of Endmay which deals with a thorough investigation of the
administrative, social and economic themes that cover the period 1941 to 1991. The year
1941 is taken as the commencement year for this thesis because it was in that year that
Emperor Haile Selassie | who was in exile since 1936 was restored to his throne and began to
introduce various administrative and economic reforms. The year 1991, on the other hand, is
the cut-off date for this thesis because of the downfall of the Darg regime. The study has
four chapters. The first chapter is the beginning section which deals with the general physical
and historical background of the Warada. This chapter also attempts to assess the peopling of
the Wéarada as well as the political and socio -economic situations of Endmay prior to the

liberation period.

The the second chapter concentrates on discussing about administration, taxation,
maladministration and insecurity between 1941 and 1974. The third chapter of the thesis
outlines the major political and administrative issues of Endmay Wardda during the Ddrg
period. The last chapter also attempts to describe the socio-economic development Endmay

Warada from 1941 t01991.

In doing this research, written materials as well as oral sources were used in the study. In fact,
the majority of archival materials had been demolished in the wdrdda due to the chaos of
1991-1992 during the transitional government. Even, the available archives of the former
Bi¢dna Awraja administration found in old and unsafe building of Endmay wdrdda police
office are dumped improperly and most of them are perished. Therefore, the research
depended mainly on oral sources which were gathered from the wdrdda and elsewhere from

February 2021 to March 2022.



Archival sources which | have collected from the Ethiopian National Archives and Library
Agency (NALA), Déabréa Margos University Archives and Research Center, and Institute of
Ethiopian Study were essential for the study. Letters, bulletins and reports which | have
collected from the Bi¢dna Municipality and Endmay Wirdda offices were also the other
valuable assets of the thesis.To write this thesis; | have also systematically interviewed

informants living in the Endmay Warada and elsewhere on the main themes of the research.

Lack of archival materials in the Wirdda Municipality Office of the area and financial
problems were some of problems | have faced in the course of investigating and analyzing

information and writing the thesis.

The history of Endmay is too vast and thesis does not assert to have exhaustively covered all
the themes during the period from 1941to 1991. Therefore, the objective of this thesis is to
make attempts to fill the prevailing gap by reconstructing the history of the waréada. In spite
of this fact, the study is far from being complete but, | hope that it can motivate and helpful to

other researchers who want to conduct further study on the wdrdda.
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CHAPTER ONE
General Background

Geographical Setting and Historical Background of Enimay Wirdda

1.1. Geographical Setting

Endmay wdrdda is found in the Amhara regional state. The Amhara National Regional State
is founded in the north western and north central part of Ethiopia approximately between
360° 20’ to 40 ° 20’ E longitudes and 90° 21°’and 140 0’N latitude. The region covers about
170,152 kms of land within an altitudinal zone ranging from 600 to 4620 meters above sea-
level.*As part of Amhara region, we find Gojjam which is one of the provinces of the region.
Gojjam, situated in northwestern Ethiopia, is nearly a river island as the Nile River surrounds
it. Historically, the region was divided into three administrative units. These were Gojjam
proper, Damot and Agidw Meder. Gojjam proper includes Mota, Bi¢4na and Dibre Mirqos.

The partition was made just for administrative purposes.?

As a part of Gojjam, we find east Gojjam which is one of the zones of the Amhara region.
This zone is bordered by south Wollo in the east, west Gojjam in the west, south Gondar in
the north, north Sawa in the south east, and east Wolldgi in the south west.> In this part of

Gojjam, we find my focus of study area, named Endmay.

! Dereje Mulusew, “A survey of the Orthodox Christian Parchment of Manuscripts in Enemay Woreda,
Amhara Regional State” (MA Thesis, Gondar University, 2018), p.1. The Enamay Wdrdda Water and Irrigation
Office Annual Report, 2012 E.C. P.3.

’Alebachew Abebe, “A History of Agriculture across the Abay Valley of Endbssé Sar Meder Woreda during
the Twentieth Century” (MA Thesis, Bahir Dar University, 2018), P.1.

*Ibid, p.2.
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rigure 1. Map of East Gojjam.Source (CSA 2007)

Endmay Wirdda is one of the eighteen wdrddas in East Gojjam Zone. The wdrdda capital,
Bicéna, is located 265 kilometers north-west of Addis Ababa, 222 kilometer from Bahir Dar-
the capital of the regional state to the north direction along the Mota Gundewayn, and 96
kilometers from Ddbra Marqos, the administrative capital of East Gojjam Zone. With its
relative location, Enéimay is bounded by Sibal Birinta wérdda in the east, in the north by
Enidrge Endwga wdrdda, in the south by Dajjan Wirdda and in the west Ddbay Tildt Gine

wdrdda. Bi¢dna town is the administrative center of Endmay Wirdda.

The territorial extension of the wdrdda is estimated to be 733.02km2 (76265) Hectare. It
covers 5.4% of the total area of East Gojjam Zone. As a result it is one of the largest wdrdda

in East Gojjam Zone. The wdrdda is located between 10° 15'.89" and to 10 ° 40.83’ N and 38 °©

¢ Dereje Mulusew, p.1; Endmay Wérdda Communication Office 2011 Annual Report, P.1.
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00.89 to 38 © 20.33' E°.The altitudes of the wdrdida ranges from 1600 to 3800 meters above
sea level. The highest annual temperature of the wdrdda is about 21°c.The highest peak in the
area is Delé Gidal which measures 3,800 meter, is located in Yédkdbdhdna and the lowest

place is Filaw which measures 1600 meters above sea level.®

Endmay wdrdda is one of the most densely inhabited areas in East Gojjam Zone. Its
population estimated to be 174,601, of whom 86,375 were men and 88,226 were women. The
1994 population and housing census reported a total population for this wdérdda of 120,914 in
24,130 households, of whom 60,022 were men and 60,892 were women; 14,160 or 11.7
percent of its population were urban settlers. The largest ethnic group reported in Endmay
was the Amhara (99.83%). The majority of the inhabitants practiced Ethiopian Orthodox
Christianity, with 89.55 percent reporting that as their religion, 10.33 percent were Muslims.

The remaining are the followers of Protestant religion.’

Based on the 2007 national census conducted by the Central Statistical Agency of Ethiopia
(CA), Endmay wdrdda has a total population of 165,228 of whom 82,139 were men and
83,089 were women. As the census notes that about, 18,867 of the total population were
living in the urban areas whereas the remaining 146,361 inhabitants were living in rural areas.
The majority of the inhabitants practiced Ethiopian Orthodox Christianity with 92.05 percent
reporting that as their religion, while 7.78 percent of the populations were Muslims. The

remaining are the followers of Protestant religion.®

Endmay wdrdda is well known by peaceful relation between Muslims and Christians. In the

wdrdda there are 96 churches, 31 mosques and 3 protestant churches. The Monastery of

> Yenanhe Atalay,” A History of Agriculture across the Coga Mountain during the Twentieth Century”,
(Senior Essay, Dila University, 2012), p.5; Dereje, P.1.
6 Endmay Wdrdda Rural and Agriculture office Annual Report, 2020.
"The 1994 Population and Housing Census of Ethiopia, Results for Amhara Region, Vol. |, Part |, statistical
Report on Population Size and Characteristics, (Addis Ababa.1995), p.13-17.
8Report on the 2007 Population and Housing Census, “The Statistical Report on the Amhara Regional State
part I: Population Size and Characteristics ”, 2007., pp.32-53,
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Dima, Colemit Maryam and Enikirkire Giyorgis are some of the ancient church in the study

area.’

At present, Endmay wdrdda is composed of thirty (30) gdbdllés (Lower-administrative unit)
out of which twenty five (25) are rural gdbdllés whereas; the rest five gdbdllés (Dima,

Yikdbdhana, Miangisto, Werd and Yetmen) are small towns or semi-urban areas.

According to the communication office of the wdrdda, the rural gdbdlles in Endmay are:
Ykéabdhdna, Débrd Kidusan, Kesmids, Maingisto, Dibra Géndt, Masena, Télma,
DibraTmona, Kidesga, Enekirkir, Addes Alim, Guteri, Mah&biri Berehane, Edget
Bandenet, S&r Iyesus, Debisa, Yatinbe, Yérdze, Sdqélla Déber, Banja Sérdre, Mankorkoya,

Mahebdrd Sélam, Bi¢dna Débar, Yidkgan, Woynema, Endadsnt, Mankorkoya and

Kusekuam.©

’
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Figure 2. Map of Endmay Wirdda, Source Google Map.

The Wardda Cultural and Tourism office Bulletin, 2012,p.2; Informants, Hussien Ali and Abba Gabra
Igziabhere Cékole

The wirdda Administration Office of Annual Report, 2012, p.4.
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The topography of the area is fifty percent plain, forty percent plateau and ten percent
mountainous. This location translates to a variety of weather conditions of the wdrdda. Based
on temperature and elevation, Endmay wdrdda consists of three climatic regions. These are
the highland or cold (Ddga), the temperate or moderate altitude (Wdyna- Ddga) and the
lowland plains or arid areas (Kolla). Each zones account for 7%, 88% and 5% of the total
area of the wdrdda respectively. The wdrdda is, therefore, to a large extent characterized by

suitable climatic situations of the wéiyna diga.™*

According to the Endmay Wirdda Cooperative Office most of population makes their daily
income from the following sources; agriculture 85%, civil service 5% and the remaining 10%

is from trade and daily labor."

In Endmay wdrdda there are cultural heritages. These heritages are the Monastery of Dima
found in Dima gdbdlle, Bi¢éna Giorgis, Yeraze Mikael, Weynam Kidane Mhret, monastery
of Colemit Mariam found in Bi¢4na Débre gdbdlle, Monastery of Dibra Sina Mariam found
in Sre Eyisus gdbdlle, Yd Bildy Zilligi Warka founded in Kedesge gdbdlle, Abba Senoda
Gdam found in Dibra Temona gdbdlle, Agew cave or Agew Dure found in Dibessa
gébidlle.® Frankly speaking, Enimay wirdda did not much benefit from the natural and
man-made tourist areas. There are no significant infrastructures like; transportation, road,
hotels and others which could attract those who tour in the study area. Farmers and other
individuals damage these tourist attractions (forest, drainage and other resources) for their
own economic intention without protecting these resources. As | can understand from the
above discussion and oral testimonies, the tourist area is on the way to lose its attraction, due

to less attention of the regulatory of the wdrdda on preserving and protecting the tourist sites

1 Dereje, P.1; The Rural and Agriculture office Annual Report, 2012, p.2.
12Aragaw Alemayehu. “Farmer"s Perception on Climatic Change and its Impact. “ A Case Study on Enemay
Waérdda in East Gojjam. MA in Geography, Addis Ababa University, 2009, p. 17.
13lbid; The Wiérdda Cultural and Tourism Office Bulletin, 2010.pp.1-2.
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of the wdrdda. 1 remark that, the concerned bodies should give due attention to protect and
advance the tourist attraction for more economic benefits in the district. They should preserve
and protect these resources for the next generation. All the concerned bodies should also

introduce these tourist areas for those who need to tour it.

Endmay wdrdda has 64 primary and five secondary schools, of which four primary schools
are owned by individuals. There is also one vocational and seven academic and seven non-

academic governmental collages in Enimay.™

Until the beginning of the 21" ¢ there was only one bank (Commercial Bank of Ethiopia)
and no insurance organization. However, in 2004 Buna International Bank has opened its
branch in the study area. Then after, a number of private banks and micro finance institutions
have opened their branches in the widrdda."® The wirdda had also one primary hospital, |7

health centers, 35 rural health centers and 14 private medium clinics.*®

¥ The Endmay Wdrdda Education Office Bulletin, 2012, p.3.
1 Informants, Habasa Ab&dba and Balay Asheber.
'® The Wérdda Health Office Bulletin, 2013, p.1.



1.2. Historical Background

1.2.1. Early History of the People of Endmay Wiirdida

When we look at the people of the study area, according to oral traditions, chronicles,
recorded church documents as well as some historian, by the then different clergymen of the
region of Gojjam which is Endmay part of it, is traces back the immigration of the sons of
Noah to the rest of the world after the collapse of the world with flooding.'” According to my
sources, the son of Noah (Iteyopis) was the first settlers on the land of Ethiopia after the
world had the deluge with a forty days lasting rainfall with reaction to the sin of humans on
earth.'®

In fact, ancient writers and the society used the Bible as evidence to draw the origin and the
identity of different groups of Ethiopia. To this end, most of the writers associated the origin
of the people of Gojjam with the biblical statement of “...after the flood all the nations of the
earth ascended from Noah”.*

According to this legend, the name Gojjam is directly related with the sons of Iteyopis. Goze
is one of the direct descendants of settlers of the Noah sons in the area. Written Sources
clearly indicates that Goze was the founding father and the earliest settler in the place what
we call currently Gojjam. Goze“‘the fouding father of Gojjam” came from Wollo and settled
in a place called Mingesto, the place founded in Endmay wdrdda. The tradition argues that

the term Goze eventually evolved into Gojj am.?

7 Alebachew Abebe, p.5; Alula Yohannes, A History of Dambacha Wdrddd (MA Thesis, Addis Ababa
University, 2011), Pp.12-13;Informants Mdrgeta Habete Biazen and Mdrgeta Meseret Biable

18 Fekede Bekele, “Administrative History of Gozamen W(drdda From 1941-1991,”( M.A Thesis, Addis Ababa
University,2011),p.5;Mdrgeta Habete and Mdrgeta Meseret

Alebachew, pp.5; Takla lyasus Wagjira “Ya Gojjam Tarike”, p.61; Informants, Mdrgeta Habete and
Mérgeta Meseret.

2Tadesse Tamirat, “Ethiopia in Miniature: The Peopling of Gojjam” in Harold G. Marcus (ed.), New Trends
in Ethiopian Studies, Papers of the 12™ International Conference of Ethiopian Studies, Michigan State

7



According to scholars and the tradition, the descendents of Goze, namely, Silaldo, Mililo,
Sarbde and Darébe were said to have settled in the Coqé Mountain and divided the
resourceful areas of the district. Maldlo and Salaldo were occupied the areas around Cay
River (23 kilometers far from the study area) and Abay River.?* Since1991 Cay River has
served as a border line between Endbessé and Enarge Enawega in the qolla part. Cay River is
rises from the Coqé and flow into Abay River.”? Dérabé and Sérbaé were settled in the areas
to the East, Southwest of the Coq¢ and the area between east of Cay River and southwest of
Zingni.?

Therefore, based on the above explanation the original settler of Endmay and its surrounding,
who currently live in the eastern part of Gojjam might have direct hereditary relation with the
children of Mélélo and Sé&lélo. Here, it is also significant to bear in mind that due to the
shortage of concrete sources and the complexity of studying the genealogy of the society, it is
difficult to take the study as granted. It rather serves as an important input for further probing
for scholars who want to study with the issue of the origin and identity of the earlier people
that settled in the study area. However, these sources are far from being complete to show
exactly the overall settlement pattern of these people, specifically in the study are. As a result,
the exact period when the penetration of these people into the area started has become a
source of scholarly debate.

Historical and linguistic researches indicate that the Agew were inhabitants of north and
north-central Ethiopian plateau even before the rise of the Aksumite state. The Agews had

worked as the state’s commercial agents during the Aksumite period. Thus, Aksumite

University, 5-10 September 1994, Vol. | (Lawrenceville, NJ: The Red Sea Press, 1994, pp.954-955; and Fekede
Bekele, p.5.
?'Alula,pp.13-14
22AIebachew, p.16.
23Alula, p.14.



governors sent Agew rulers as their favored agents to bargain for gold in the area called
Sassu.?!

In the 13™and early 14" century the dominant population groups of East Gojjam were the
Agew. In addition, sources clearly show that there was a strong Agew presence in Endmay.
The informants also added that there are sufficient remains of materials evidences which
were used by the Agews that shows the settlements of the Agaw in the study area. These were
found in the wdrada. In Endmay we found A1@- P8 (Agaw Cave), h1ax A9°0 (Agew plateau)
and A1@- &C (Agew Forest). The informants also added the places like Jéanje and Banja are
Agew terms, which means #%€: (horn) and +2 k%% (let it go) respectively.”®
The shift of authority from the descendants of Méara Takld Haymanot to “the Solomonic” one
in general and the reign of Emperor Amda Seyon in particular were brought important events
in the history of Christianity in East Gojjam.As a result, the study area which had been in the
periphery of the Ethiopian state in the Aksumite times became more exposed to the influence
of the new regime. Much of the expansion was managed by King Amda-Seyon (r.1314-1344)
who captured the region of Gojjam in the 14" ¢.®
As a result, Christian evangelization, generally in Gojjam and particularly in Endmay
underwent significant cultural transformation. This region had been predominantly inhabited
by various groups of Agew people.?’

In the case of Endmay, rapid evangelizations occurred and churches established at the end of
14™centuries. Christians influence for the first time introduced to Gojjam through the
direction of Lake Tana, where separated Christian monks seemed to have settled as early as

the later period of the Zagwe dynasty. But, until the reign of Emperor Zera Yacob the attempt

24Ayenew Fenta “Society and Environmental in Matakal, Nortwestern Ethiopia, 1880s to 1990s,” (Addis
Ababa University, 2019), p.61; Abebaw,”A History of Painting ...... p.3.
®Informants Mdrgeta Walalaw Getnet and Mdrgeta Habtie
*® Habtamu Mengist, “Land Tenure and Agrarian Social Structure in Ethiopia, 1636-1900” (PhD Dissertation
in History, lllinois: Urbana, 2011), pp. 53-54; Abebaw, A History of Painting........p, 4.
21 Habtamu, Land Tenure...... p.55.



of these monks to Christianize the mainland to the south of the lake was failed because of
stiff resistance from  the community. Even after the establishment of strong Christian
administration over the distict, Christianity and Christian evangelization did not spread deep
into the central highlands of Gojjam; rather it was restricted to the remote areas immediately
to the south of the lake.?

Evangelization was supported by the settlement ofreligious men, and troops into the district
of Gojjam from Shawa and Amhara®®. The districts of Angot and Lasta which is now south-
western Wollo is considered as the historic homeland of the Amhara. These new groups
entered with the Amharic language and new culture to the old provinces. Gradually, they
completely Christianized the Agew, the dominant population in Gojjam and who still live in
Agew Medir in the western part of Gojjam.*® All this transformed Gojjam into the Christian
heartland of Ethiopia, which proved vital to the survival of church and state when they met
new challenges in later centuries.®* Although, most of the Gojjamie people believe that their
area was populated completely by the Amhara but, Gojjam is the home of various minority
groups such as the Agews, Wayto, Gumz, Shinasha and Qimant.*

The first evangelical activity in the Endmay wdrdda seems to have been that of Abba
Bakimos who later came to be known as Takéastd Berhan. He was the first religious man who
preached Christianity in the study area. His evangelical activities in the study area seem to
have preceded the expedition of Emperor Zera Yacob to the area in 1316/17. Takastd Berhan
was successful in baptizing the people of the Endmay area and established a church there, the
Church of Dima Giyorgis, after an initial strong resistance. His religious activities in East

Gojjam and those of Z&-Yohannes in the area to the south of Lake Tana which also faced a

28 Abebaw, A History of Painting.......... , pp.5-6.

» Habtamu, Land Tenure...... p.55.

*AbduSamad H. Ahmed, “Trade and Politics in Gojjam, 1901-1935", (PhD Dissertation, Addis Ababa, 1986
University Illinoisan: Urbana, 1986), pp.58-59.

31Hbtamu, “Land Tenure......p, 55.

*’AbduSamad “Trade and Politics in Gojjam, 1901-1935"............. pp.59-60.
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stiff resistance from the local communities were some of the factors that led to the expedition
to the area by Emperor Amdi Seyon. &
The integration of east Gojjam in general and Endmay in particular into the Christian
Kingdom was followed by the establishment of a large number of churches in the area. Some
of these churches such as Dabrda Wérq, Dima Giyorgis and Martuld Maryam developed into
important monasteries and educational centers. These churches played significant role to the
spread of Christianity further into the western parts of the region. There are several churches
in Gozamen, Macakil, Erbab and Senan areas, which have traditions that their ark of
covenants (tabot) were brought from Dima, Mirfuld Maryam and Dibrdi Wirq.** Dima
Monastery is one of the oldest Monasteries in East Gojjam and has not been taxed for many
years. The following Saying expresses this:
Na712 eASC
029 e a0Cc>

There is no forest in the sky,

No tax in Dima.
The eastern parts Gojjam province in gneneral and Enédmay in particular were among the first
areas in Gojjam to accept Christianity in the region. The Amhara, who first settled in these
areas from the provinces of Amhara Saynet and Sidwa, seem to have increased their number,
gradually settled to the western part of the study area such as Senan, Awabal, Anddéd,
Gozamen, Dibay Telatgen, Gozamen, Magdakil, and Mota.*®
Traditions about the foundations of many churches and monasteries as well as the coming of

clerical families from Séwa and Amhara with tabots (ark) in the study area indicated by the

33Abebaw, A History of painting................ pp.28 & 28; Selasi Mangest, “A History of Dima Giorgis Monastery
from the Foundation to 1974” (B.A. thesis. Addis Ababa University Department of History, 1998), pp.4-5.

*Abebaw Ayalew, “A Short History of Dabra Eleyas Church 1874-1974”. (B.A. Thesis. Addis Ababa
University.1998), pp.4-5.;Seladsi, A History of Dima......... pp.1-3

%5el3si, A History DimaGiorgis..........p.1.

**Alebachew, pp.7-8.
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following repeated popular saying: “F0t (é A OPCA”, which literally means the one
who came with ark was carried on its head, with a bell on its teeth, is always cited by
informants when they discuss the origin of many early Christian settlements and the founding

of churches. ¥’

In the sixteenth century, another historical event took place, which added another issue on the
genealogical inquiry of the study area. This was directly associated with the movement of the
Oromo people. Eastern Gojjam in general, and Endmay wdrdda in particular expansion had
become to all intents and purposes a place of refuge for a variety of people fleeing the Oromo

expansion, who had expanded into many parts of what is today southern and central Ethiopia.

One of the most significant movements of population into the study area was followed by the
expansion of the Oromo was that of the Gafat. It is not clear if the Gafat moved into the
region as conquerors or as refugees seeking shelter.®® However, Taddassd Tamrat, and
Fentahun Berhane claim that, the Gafat were the ancient settlers of Gojjam.*® My informant
Résa Dabr Ngusé Zégdya claims that, the people of Gojjam including the study area have the
genealogy of Gafat. In the genealogy from which most of the people of East Gojjam trace
their descendants from the name Gafat where the area is literally called ¢24-1 A1C (Yagafat
Agar). Still, some locals use the term to express someone who has his sincerity and
generosity say, 24< 1@/ ¢+ (Gafat Naw (Gafat Nat)®. For this assurance, Maréras Aman
Bélay on his book expresses clearly that, the Queen of Gafat known as Emémulad had been

living in the study area. After she died the area was a worship scene of Gafat. But during the

37lbid, p.7; Abebaw, Painting......pp. 5-6; Informants, Mdrgeta Habtie and Balay Asheber.
*Taddesse Tamrat, “Ethnic Interaction and Integration in Ethiopian History: The Case of the
Gafat,” (Journal of Ethiopian Studies, vol. 21,1988), pp. 121-154
* Taddesse Tamrat, ” Ethiopia in Miniature: The Peopling of Gojjam” ............ pp954-955 and Fantahun
Birhane, 'Gojjam, 1800 -1855'.( BA Thesis, Department of History, Haile Selassie | University, 1973), p.26.

*® Informant, Résa Dabr Ngusé Zagaya
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reign of 4S¢ Baedd Mariyam, queen Eléni built the church of St.Giorgis at a place of
Emémulad, before 1991 the place was under Endmay Wirdda. However, the church was
destroyed by the Gafat, because it was the worship place of them. Consequently, the mother

of Galawdiwos, Sabla Wongél re-built the church in 1558.%

The Oromo owed their 16™ and 17" century success in Gojjam due to the activity of their
increasingly powerful cavalry and infantry forces, which carried their frequent settlement
scheme to widely Christian inhabited areas of the region. According to Daniel Dajene, the
attempt of the local Gojjam population to resist the Oromo at Séntdra Méda and Atatamét, in
what is now Gozamen, was failed, and they expanded and settled in different part of Gojjam
during the period of 4sé Susenyos. Thus, in the course of their premeditated expansion and
repeated settlement into larger parts of Gojjam and they left a legacy that endures in the
place names such as Yelmana ena Dénsa, Mécha and Baso Libédn named after Oromo settled

in there.*

Generally, the study area was the home of a refuge for a variety of people because of the
Oromo population movement including the Oromo’s.*® As clearly stated above, the people of
this wdrdda could be the results of this long-lasting genealogical history. However, the gap
created in its designation and its failure to acquire one of the names of its predecessors does

not entail whether these people are peculiar and are hardly associated with the lines of Noah.

Islam was probably introduced to the wirdda at the end of 18™ ¢, when Ras Hailu Yosédéq
selected Becdna as his seat. According to my informant, Ras Hailu invited Muslims from

different part of the country to speed up trade in the area. Besides, in the last quarter of 19" ¢

41Déibay Tilat Gin Wdrdda Culture and tourism Office: Zeleke Tegode, “A History of Modern Education in
Bichena Awraja From 1941-2004” (M.A.Thesis, Debra Markos University, 2019), pp. 5-6.and Mdréras Aman
Bdlay, Yd Ithiopia Ndgdstat Tariké, (Addis Ababa, Berhanena Selam Printing Press, 1966 E.C), p.309.
“Daniel Dejene,”Tenure Reform and Socio Economic Structure in Debra Markos (Gojjam), Ethiopia”, (PhD
Dissertation, University of South Africa, 2020), p.2.
*Informants, Bélay ,Mdrgeta Habtie and Mdrgeta Waldlaw
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those Muslims who faced persecution in Wollo crossed the Abay River and settled in the
western bank of the river in Beééna and Sibil Bérinta. It was from these areas that Muslims

gradually expanded and settled in different parts of east Gojjam.**

As it is true in most part of Gojjam, the number of Muslims is small because of social
pressure from the dominant Christian community in the area. Nevertheless, today besides the
town of BeCdna, Muslims live in rural localities such as Endisnt, Abaro, Sekéla,

Mainkorkoyd, Gutérd, Becéna Dabar, En¢korka, Densa Enékora and Kedésgéi.45

There are different views regarding the etymological development of Endmay wdrdda. In
order to reconstruct the peopling of the area, it is imperative to state, first the origin of the
name Endmdy I begin from this because the tradition of the people of Endmay widrdda has
related the name Endmay to one of the founding mother of the locality in the wdrdda.
Regarding the origin of the name Endmay, two traditions are widely circulated by the people
of the district. The first tradition attributes the name Endmay to one of the founding mothers
of a locality in the wdrdda whose name was Endmay. The proponent of this tradition note
that the Oromo chieftain Geramene (&¢a0%) went to the study area and married a woman
called Endmay. Then they had three children, Silldle Béy, Kolldle Bdy and Dagmai Endmay.
Over time, it is said that these children and grand children lived in different parts of what we
now call Enimay. Therefore, Enimiy is considered as “A%%”, which literally means the

founder.*® As the result, the society used the word to describe the study area.

The second tradition, however, associates the origin of the term Endmay with the Geez words

At and 912, A1 means At (mother) and 972 meana.y (water), hence eaSt+ @ water of

a Informants, Hassen Ahmed; Hussien Ali and N&bara.
45 .

Ibid

*®Informants N&bara and Mdérgeta Mesret.
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mother®’. Generally, it has become difficult to find other traditions that could be used as
corroborating evidences to show, the study wants to concede that at least for now it is
important to take the above narrations as something having a role to play in exposing how the
name Endmay came into use. Briefly, the aforementioned scanty historical facts discussed
may lead historians to further probing so as to explore more and to understand what could

have taken place in Gojjam in general and Endmay wdrdda in particular.

1.2.2. Economic and Political Significance of Enamay Wirdda, from the

Last Quarter of 18" Century to 1936

As many scholars rightly noted that, the fourteenth century was considered as a turning point
in the history of Gojjam in general and Endmay wdrdda in particular. 1t was during this
period that written historical accounts about the region began to flourish. This is for the
reason that during this period the study area recorded as the part of the Ethiopian Empire,

particularly during the reign of Améde Syion (r.13 14-1344).%8

Gojjam was well known political unit in the Ethiopian state from its incorporation into the
Christian highland kingdom in the early fourteenth century. An indication of its political
importance was that the region had its own governor who used the title of Gojjam Négas right
up to the reign of Emperor lyasu | (r.1682-1706). With regard to these sources, scholars agree
that it is most likely that these titles referred to the descendants of the former rulers of these

areas before their annexation by the Christian Highland Kingdom.*

During the reign of King Lebne Dengle, Endmay wdrdda was virtually became the center of

the kingdoms. Particularly Méangsto Sébld Wongel’s court (now a day one of Qébille’s

“"The Wirdda communication office Bulletin, 2012,p.1; informants, Mdrgeta Habtie and Sdma Fantie
*®Mehari Yohannes, “Debre Markos Awraja-Gojjam Local Administration: The Role of Traditional Elements”

(BA thesis in Political Science, HSIU, 1970), pp.7-8; Abebaw, A History of painting.........p.8.
*Abebaw, A History of Painting......pp.8-9.
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in Endmay Wirdda), became the center of the kingdom. Queen Sablad Wangel, a member of
the royalty of the 16" century, she founded Mangsto Kidand Mhrat, located between the

rivers Suha and Yabart.>

It was during this period land grant from Gojjam was issued by King Lebna-Dengel (r.1508-
1540). The grant was declared at the monastery of Dima Giyorgis in Endmay warada, where
the king was spending —the Easter Holy day. The beneficiaries from this land grant were the
king‘s wife Queen Sébla-Wangeél and their daughter, Welete-Qedusan, and the king‘s sister
Amete-Giyorgis. Since then, Sabla-Wangél had a firm kinship to the study area. It was in this
wdrdda she founded the church of Méngesta-Sameyat in the 1550s. Tradition attests that the

district of Endmay was owned by the female descendants of kings.>*

Mentewab further toughen her grip on authority through strategic political marriage with the
princes of Gojjam. She had three daughters—Aletase, Astér and Walatd-Isra‘el. For her
daughter Walaté-Isra‘el, Mentewab chose a husband from Gojjam, D&jazmach Yosédéq,

whose descendants ruled Gojjam until the 20" c. 52

The political history of Ethiopia, in the first half of the 18" ¢, was characterized by the
decline of the power of the state and the monarchy, and the increasing involvement of the
regional lords in palace and state issues. This eventually brought the era of war lords. This
political development seems to have given the opportunity for the minor nobility of different
provinces to strengthen their power and control large portions of territory under their

domain.>®

*7Zeleke Tegode. A History of Modern Education .......... , pp.8-10.
51Habtamu, Land Tenure..., pp.74-75; Informants, Nbare Ascale.
>’Fantahun Birhane, 'Gojjam 1800 -1855' (BA Thesis in History, Haile Sellassie | University, 1973), pp. 1-2;

Danieal; p.3.

>*Donald Crummey, Land and Society in The Christian Kingdom of Ethiopia: From the Thirteenth to the
Nineteenth Century (Addis Ababa: Addis Ababa University Press, 2000), pp.90-91.
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During the reign of Emperor lyasu I, Wélda Abib of Gojjam used the title of Ydsaliga.
Around 1708 he was promoted to the rank of Ddjazmac¢ and became the governor of
Gojjam.>* His son and successor Yosédége was also used the title of Ddjazmac and
appointedas the governor of Gojjam in 1753 by Empress Mentewab and her son lyasu II.
Ddjazmac Y0sédéq had no positive relation with the court at Gondar. To paify and to buy his
allegiance he was promoted to the rank of Ddjazmac from the title of Abéto. Besides, he was
given in marriage Wildtd Isra’el II, Mentwab’s daughter.This political marriage was
stabilizing Ddjazmac¢ Yosédéq for some times. The political marriage between Ddjazmac
Yosédéq and Wilétd Isra’el II had an adverse out come on the royal court. This political
marriage brought the birth of the local dynasty of Gojjam. Ras Hailu I, who was the outcome

of this marriage, ruled Gojjam from 1777 to 1795.%

In 1777 Hailu Yosédéq was appointed as Ras of Gojjam by King Solomon of the Zadmana
Massafent (the era of war lords). He also made as the ruler of the whole province of Gojjam.

From then he was fully independent.”’

The reign of Ras Hailu Yosédég was a turning point in the socio-economic and political
development of the study area. He made the town of Bi¢dna (now, 4Arogew Bic¢éna) his center
of administration and the capital of the whole Gojjam.>® The town was one of the networks of
the regional trade route across Gojjam.*® Hailu founded Bi&ina around the 1770s as Gojjam*s
capital.**The ruler made the rist land of Arogéw Bigina. The largest of Hailu‘s foundation

was the church located at his political seat Bi¢édna in the district of Endmay dedicated to Saint

54Fantahun, p.2; Abebaw, A History of Painting....... p.64.

*Ibid.

**Takla lyasus, Wagjira, “The Chronicle of Gojjam”, pp 45-48; Fantahun Birhane, pp.2-4; Abebaw, “A History
of Painting...... pp. 10-11.

*’Habtamu, “Land Tenure...pp.151-152; Abebaw, A History of Painting...., p. 11.

58; Abebaw, “A History of Painting...., p. 11.

>° AbduSamad “Trade and Politics in Gojjam, 1901-1935”, p.195.

“Abebaw, “A History of Painting......, pp.16-17.
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George. This was given a special status (malelté-adebar) called mdlekd-sdhayat the king

justified this arrangment by saying it was because the place was the king’s seat.™

For most of his rule Ras Hailu Yosédéq made Bicéna his capital where he built a palace. Ras
Hailu’s palace of Bi¢dna was decorated with paintings. He also madea good house and made
the ancient history of David’s and Salomon’s from the kings, and Samson and Gideon from

the nobility painted on it.%2

In addition to Bic¢dna Giyorgis, a relatively large number of churches in the study area were
decorated and benefited from the reign of Ras Hailu, some of these were Dima Giorgis,
Colamit Mariam, Zeb¢ Iyisus, Ser Iyasus, Enakarker Giyorgis, Waynam Kidani Meherét,
and Mingesto Kidana Mehret. They received extensive gult grants. Their buildings were
reconstructed and decorated by architects and painters commissioned by Ras Hailu

Yosé:déq.63

Ras Hailu enjoyed an absolute economic and political autonomy Compared to his
predecessors and successors he ruled Gojjam for a relatively long period of time. His
administration in Gojjam was characterized by peace, stability and cultural revival. He died
in June 1795 at his second capital, Zewa,®* 9 kilo Meters far from Kuy, the center of Diibay

Tilat Gine wdrida.®

Generally, based on the above sources the period played a great role for the socio-economic
and political development of Endmay Wirdda. During this period, the study area served as
the political seat of governors of Gojjam. There are still evidences that show the socio-

economic and political significance of the area under discussion. Before and after the

61lbid, Habtamu, “Land Tenure...pp.155; Informants, Mdrgeta Hatie. Balay and Sama.
®’Abebaw, “A History of Painting...., p.71.

®Ibid, pp.70-73.

*Abebaw, A History Painting......... , p-11; Informants, Mdrgeta Hatie. Bdlay and Sdama.
6 Informant, Tafara Andualdlm
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historical development discussed above some sources demonstrate that the study area was
among the most important places in the region and as a result the study area attracted various
prominent individuals. To this end, different sources attested that in the mid 19" century,
following the great bend of the Blue Nile River European travelers visited Endmay area. To
some extent, travelers who visited the region left their own eyewitness accounts about the
region by describing different issues principally about its political, social and economic

activities and the overall geographical nature of the study area.®®

In this regard, at about the 1840s one of the travelers, Charles T Beke wrote about the study
area and expressed the nature of the land in the region. The account of Doctor Charles T.
Beke contributed a lot in writing the historical, geographical and socio-economic condition of
Endmay in the mid 19™ century. His account is relatively well organized and comprehensive
and serves as an input for such a study. His account puts us that he resided several days in the
study areal842, and he described that Bi¢dna as follows the town was “surrounded with
strong stone walls, and most of the houseshaving wallsof the some material however, all is

now fallen into great decay and the walls being broken down”.%

Following the death of Ras Hailu Yosédéq (also called Talaqu Ras Hailu, r. 1777-1795),
Gojjam was re-divided into its former independent units. It became a center of power struggle
among the successors of Ras Hailu Yosédéq until Ras Adal Tasdma reunited it in 1873.%®

Between 1795 and 1799, Gojjam proper was ruled by Ras Méred, son and heir to Ras Hailu

% T4f4ra Andualem and Walelign Aschale

%"Charles Beke, “Abyssinia-Being a Continuation of Routes in that Country,” (Journal of the Geographical
Society Vol XIV, 1844), pp.1-3 and 25.

®Alula, pp.20-23.
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Yosédéq.”® In addition to Bi¢ina, Ras Mired used the town of Dima to his residence.

Following this, Dima became politically significant.”

In the 1870s Ras Adal became the ruler of Gojjam Proper, Agew Medir and Damot. He was a
descendant of the Damot and Gojjam Proper house. In 1873, Emperor Yohannes IV

recognized Adal’s hereditary right over Gojjam and he ruled the province Gojjam upto 1901.

Following the death of Negus Takld Haymanot, Emperor Menelik got the chance to divide
Gojjam into three administrative units over which he recognized rulers directly responsible to
him and Ddgjjazmac¢ Seyum, the son of Tékld Haymanot was appointed as the governor of

Gojjam Proper.”

As mentioned above, historically, Gojjam province included three major districts Gojjam
areas (Mota, Bic¢dana and Débrd Markos), Damot (Dega Damot and Qolla Damot) and Agiw
Midr. Although there is no apparent contradiction between the three zones, Menelik 11 is said

to have contributed to the administrative efficiency in 1909."

Later in 1911, Ras Hailu, son of King Takld Haymanot, was made Ras and appointed to be
the governor of Gojjam. Endmay became the centre of source of revenue for Ras Hailu. He
introduced various types of taxes. Of these the most unpopular was setting out the so-called
smoke tax (Ydicis Geber) system was Seen as a vile act against him’®. Consequently, he was
hated by the society at large including his own official and soldiers. As the result, conspiracy
was planned to assassinate by one of his guards. The Azmari (traditional Musician) heard this

secret plan and told Ras Hailu to protect himself in the following poem

*I1bid, p.22. Fantahun, 2-4.

Charles Beke,”Route from Ankéber to Dima,” (The Journal of the Royal Geographical Society of London,
Vol. 12 1842), pp. 245-258.

"t AbduSamad “Trade and Politics in Gojjam, 1901-1935”, pp.68.

" Ibid, 68-69.

7 Ayele Tariku “A History of Hulat lju Indse Woreda, East Gojjam 1941-1991” (M.A. Thesis, Addis Ababa
University, 2011), p.14.
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& i @78 vk RYE

You do not have well partner than yourself,
You (Ras Hailu) had better look after yourself.
Following Ras Hailu removed from power in 1932, friction began between the people and the
emperor nominated Ras Imriu Haile Selassie in the province of Gojjam. The appointment Ras
Imiru Haile Selassie in the place of Ras Hailu brought the end of Gojjam's autonomy. After
Ras Imiru became the governor of Gojjam, he forced the farmer to pay taxes before harvest
and the situation was more worsened. Because of this the people voiced their feelings with

the sayings howed below:

h712.4-0- NP om- 't C

KCAD- T8 IC a4t 0L5C: "

Enjdra from Shewa bowl from Gonder

Yoghurt was in Gojjam, if hadn’t pushed.
When the Fascist Italians mobilized their force to Ethiopia in 1935/36, Ras Imiru led the
Gojjam force and at this critical point the army led by the grandson of King Tdkld Haymanot,
Gasasa Bélaw betrayed Ras Emiru. But there were a brave ant- Fascist Italian patriotic
resistance in the region. In fact, the anti-fascist struggle of the region were not coordinated,

however, ultimately the struggle in Gojjam with other parts of Ethiopia would pave the way

for the return of the Emperor.™

1.3 Italian Occupation and Resistance in Endmay Wirdida (1936-1941

1.3.1 Italians Administration in Endmay Wirdida

"Ibid, Abebe Dirse,”Banditry and insecurity in East Gojjam, 1941-1991,” (M.A. Thesis Department of History,
Addis Ababa University, 2008), p.50.
”*|nformants N&bars and Balay
®zeleke Tegode ......p.13.
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For the second time in forty years, a European power, Italy invaded Ethiopia On October 3,
1935. The longstanding ambition of Italy to colonize Ethiopia was reinforced by its desire to

erase its defeat at Dogali in 1887 and later at Adwa in 1896.”"

After a couple of months Ethiopian Minister of war Ras Mulugeta Yegezu ordered all
military chiefs in the north front to participate in patriotic struggle against the Fascist Italians.
By then the overall commander of the northern front was given to Ras Kassa Hailu. At that
time Ras Imiru Haile Selassie, the then governor of Gojjam recruited and mobilized the
people and the resource of Gojjam to defend Ethiopia from the Fascist Italian invasion.”® The
people of Gojjam in general and Endmay in particular gave positive response, and according
to my informant Qéndzmaé Yenesu Adamu mobilized a number of peasants from Endmay to

resist the Italians.”

Soon after the request, well known government officials in the province of Gojjam such as
NigaSe Bédzabhe, Hayle Eyasus Felate, Mengesa Jambare and others gathered in Dibrd
Marqos from every corner of the province. Like the rest part of the people of Gojjam, the
people of Endmay marched to Diabrd Marqos under their leader Qdnnazmacé Yendsu Adamu.
These combined forces were commanded by the Ras Imiru Haile Sellassie, General Governor
of Gojjam. At the beginning, prominent Gojjam commanders including Ddjjazmé Gasséassa
decided to defend their country from the fascists at the Sire front. However, at this critical

situation, the Italians subversive activity was successful and the major section of combatants

77 Alberto Sbacchi, “Ethiopia Under Mussolini: Fascism and the Colonial Experience”, (London, Zed
Books, 1985), pp. 7-8.

78Nebequyasu, “Administrative History of Gojjam, 1941-1974” (MA Thesis in History, AAU, 2004), pp.16-
17; Seletene Seyoum, “A History of Resistance in Gojjam (Ethiopia): 1936-1941” (PhD Dissertation in History,
AAU, 1999), pp.16-17.

79Informants, Balay and Sama.
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led by Géssésséd betrayed Ras Imiru before they reached the war front on 3 December 1935

and returned from war front.®

Consequently, the fascist forces with the aid of collaborating leaders of Gojjam such as
Ddjja¢ Gissédssda Bildaw and his supporters reached at Dabrd Marqos on May 20 1936.8 In
fact, before the surrender of the region, a few government troops and civilians crossed the
Abay River from Siwa and made attempts to defend the region of Gojjam from Italians and
Géssdssd's force. These troops fought against Géssédssd in the district of Gozamen and
Be¢ina. For a short period of time, the Sawan troops protected Dibra Marqos from the troops
of Giississi.?® However, the force of Gississi had gotten assistance from the Italian General
known as Achille Starace and then Gisdssa’'s force controlled Ddbrd Marqos and other

surrounding districts. Then, the Sdwan army moved to the Abay Gorge.*

Finally, on 9 may 1936 Mussolini declared Ethiopia as the part of the Italian Empire.

Nevertheless, the Italians controlled only one third of the country.®

After the Italian forces controlled the capital of Gojjam Province, notable Gojjam
personalities such as Fitawrari Zalliqd Liqu, Ddjjazmaé Sebhatu Yegzaw, Fitawrari

Mingésa Jambare and Ddjjdzmac Négas Bazabeh were submitted for a short period of time.®

The Fascists tried to rule its northeast Africa colonies including Ethiopia by dividing it into
big territorial divisions called Governorates. The Italian East Africa was divided into six
governorates. The governorates were also divided into districts and sub- districts.

Accordingly, Gojjam became one district or commissar although Débrd Marqos was the seat

®yohannis Birhanu, “The Patriots in Gojjam 1396-1941:(A Study of Resistance Movement)” (BA Thesis in
History, HSIU, 1972), pp.6-9

81Alula, p.41.

®Fekede, pp.12-14; Yohannis, pp. 6-9.

81bid, Alula, p.42.

¥seletene, pp.61-64

85Nebyu, p.25:Yohannis, p.10: Fekede,p.13
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of the commissioner. Nevertheless, the Italian rule had very little influence on the

administration of the local people including the study area.®®

In fact, by using important chiefs of Gojjam and fault propaganda, the Italians attempted to
get acceptance in the region was relatively successful. The first propaganda was that the
Sédwan rulers are not good governors, generally to Ethiopia and particularly to Gojjam. And
our [ltalians] aim would bring peace and prosperity to the people soon.?” In addition, Italians
propaganda in Endmay was associated with religion. In the study area there are a number of
Muslims, and the Italians said that the government of Ethiopia had excluded Muslims from
government affairs and had no respect to the followers of Islam. And we [Italians] would
bring equality. Initially, the Italians attempt in the study area was successful in some gdbdlles
like, Abaro, town of Be¢éna and Endasent. The Italians also got the loyalty of the majority of
the Muslims and some well-known personalities, such as Balambaras Mingistie Denku,
Qenazmac Antdnhe Denku, Qdgazmac¢ Yiminu Negusie, Qeénazmac Jamberu Tédla,
Fitawrari Ayild Alimu, Fitawrari Bilachew, and Fitawrari Wirku Hassine.®® However,
despite the above success, Italians faced strong and unexpected resistance from the majority
of local people and they did not administer by their own legal system or introduce any

economic changes.®

In the province of Gojjam, including Endmay wdrdda, the Italians were to establish
themselves only in the towns. Bi¢dna was one the Italians military fortresses and camps in the
area. However, despite the existence of military fortresses and camps there was strong

patriotic resistance under the leadership of Lej Bélay Zéilléiqéi.go

86.Seletene, p.94: Informants, Emahoy Manayase and Abba Berhan Yananadhe

8 |ES MS Folder code, 1970, “Yé Taleyano¢ Peropoganda”: Yohannis, pp.9-10; Seletene, pp.97-99.

88 Informants, Taddassa Lemanhe, Liwoy Bayu and Biazen Fanet

¥y ohannis, pp.9-10.
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Moreover, unlike Gozamen and Méc¢ahakl wdrddas in which the Italians had strong garrison
centres, in the study area there was one garrisons in the town of Bi¢dna.”* Generally, as |
understand from my informants and a certain written sources, the Italian occupation in the
study area was restricted only in the town of Bi¢dna, and in the Muslim dominated Qdbdllas
(Kiémbo) Beédna town, Endésnte, Abbaro, Enikarker, Anslal and Wera) of the study area.

The rest was occupied by the patriots and their supporters, particularly by Bilay Zalldqa.

1.3.2 The Role of Bilay Ziliqe in the Patriotic Struggle

Bélay was born in 1912 in Laméédn, from Basha Zillagd Lagdw of Ldmcan in Endmay
wdrdda, and Wiyzdiro Taytu Assene of Caqata (in Wogdi wdrdda, South Wollo Zone). The
community of Caqata and Laméin had close relationships for centuries and shared common
socio-cultural, religious and economic aspects. Bilay grew up in Liméin and Cagata and
spent his banditry life.” Bilay had started his career as a sefta before the period of the Facist
Italian occupation. Bélay put significant contribution on the history of the patriotic resistance.
During the period of resistance (1936-1941), mainly voluntary peasants from different groups
formed the nucleus of patriot forces under his leadership.”®* On June 17, 1937 he announced a
proclamation calling on the people to follow him. Then, the people including notable leaders
from Déjjan, Inarge, Eniimay, Sabil, Hulat Iju, Dibay and other surrounding areas followed
him. In addition to the eastern part of Gojjam, Bélay extended his influence over the Wollo

territories of Caqgata and Borina In this way he became the principal patriot leader.*

In the five years long patriotic resistance against the Italians, peasants were the basic unit of
fighting force in different parts of the country. The patriots of Siwa, Gondar, Gojjam and

other regions led by patriotic leaders organized at village and district levels and waged a stiff

ot Abay Dagn, “A History of Senane Wirdda: East Gojjam, 1941-1991” (MA Thesis Department of History,
Addis Ababa University, 2011) p. 34.
% Belay Zeleke Semd Tir Arbegna (Belay Zeleke the Renowned Patriot), Addis Zemen, April 6, 1983, p.2.
“Nebyu, p. 32: Selten, pp.168-171.
*Ibid: Seletene, pp.171-174.
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resistance against the ltalians. ®> However, a disagreement between patriots was a common
phenomenon in the history of Ethiopian patriotic resistance. The presence of hostile
relationship among the patriotic groups affected their strength and coordination. Rivalery and

competition among the leaders was the main source of their hostile relationship. %

As Yohannis Birhanu explained, the method of fighting in Gojjam was characterized by
guerilla warfare that involved hit and run tactics. The patriot leaders like Bilay Zillaqd of
Gojjam, Abibd Ardigay of Sewa, and Wubenih Tisséma of Armacho were used guerrilla

warfare.”’

From these patriots leaders Bélay Zilldqd, who had banditry background, became successful
and prominent in guerilla fighting.**Dejja¢ Bilay Zilldqa started the resistance movement
with 13 to 15 followers and most of them were his kinsman. His personal character, quality of
leadership and military skills played a great role to recruit thousands of patriots to his side.

Bilay was vigorous, ambitious and aggressive.*

»Seletene, pp.177, 182,185 189.
*®Adane Kassie, “A History of Dajian Werdda (1941-1991), East Gojjam Zone”, (MA Thesis Department of
History, Addis Ababa University, 2010), p. 18.
* Yohannes, pp.13-15
*1bid, p.33.
* Informants, Taddass3, Lawdya and Emahoy Manayese.
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Table 1. 1: Areas under the influence of Dijjzmaé Bilay Zillige'®

District District Name of patriot Leaders
Name of patriot Leaders

Endmay Ddjjac Tadéssd Lagaw, later | Siso Inabsie Ddjjac DilndsaYihun
Ddjjac Ayala Tadéssi

Inarj —Inawga | Bitwddddd Tirundh Sahilu Dibay Tilatgn Didjjac¢ Bekele Bogale, later

later Ras Tamasgen Fénta

Ddjjac Kassa Engidasiw

Sibil Birintta | Ddjjac Ejigu Zilligi Dirédbie,( in Awabel | Ddjja¢ Adimassu Alemu
Ddjjac¢ Ayala Adigéh, Wiirdda)
Ddjja¢ Giadamu Adigdh Nazirath ( in Débay | Ddjjac ljigu lwnatu
Tilat Wirdda)
Dira Ddijja¢ Wirequ Asséne, | Gubaya, (in Dijjan | Ddjjac¢ Cane Térif4, later
later Ddjja¢ Imirru Abésa | Wirdda) Fit. Asagrie Haylu
and Ddjja¢  Miéngistu
Tegéne
Qenbuat Ddjja¢ Cane Minalu Siso Indbsa Didjja¢ DilndssaYihun
Arara (in | Ddjjac Abdbid Belew Anadad Diijjac Sifiraw Adigih
Inargelnawga)
Awabil Ddijja¢ Cane Mazingia & | Wudmit (in Dijjan | Ddjja¢ Gassissd Alimu , Ddjjac
Bilay Mazéngia Wiirdda) Yihunie Haylu
Cagata Ddjjac Yilma Nigussie Boréna Didjjac¢ Lagassa Asséne

Regarding the economic basis for the struggle, the patriots extracted tribute from the society

such as collecting court fees which was regularly paid in cash or in kind, based on the size of

1% samson, p.10; and Informants, Emahoy Manayese, Sama Fante, Taddassa and Nabara.
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the market. Furthermore, the leaders of patriots collected tithe or asrat and land tax or geber
from the society in their war domain. In fact, the collection of geber as tax was not fixed all
over the areas dominated by the patriots. However, in the area under domain of Bilay,
collection of tax was similar and he collects different form of tax such as water tax or
Ydambo geber, tail tax or ydcera geber and others. Besides, the patriots had also additional
source of income. In the name of contribution various items were collected and stored for the

next season such as utensils, and grains in the animals, cattle, goats and sheep.*™*

Moreover, the plan of looting and plundering the bandas was followed by Bélay and his
follower. The aims were reducing the bandas as well as to collect more firearms. Bélay led
significant military expedition and scored victories and collects much booty. As the number
of military expeditions increased, the quality and quantity of firearms controlled by the

patriots increased.'%?

Besides infantry, the patriots were supported by a cavalry force. During the rest time, Bélay
watched the patriots who were a riding horse in the open field of Yinfa. Among the well-
known horse riders Fitawrari Ayalew Tafdrd and Biyazen Niguse from Yéddaguat were good

examples.'%

To motivate the patriots and to counteract the Italians attempt to increase the number of the
bandas by offering honorary titles Balay granted military titles to the patriots as Ras,

e g .. . . . .. A 104
Bitwdddde, Afingus, Fitawrari, Ddjjazmac, Qendzmaé and Grazmac.

After the patriots holding strategic areas, they attacked the enemy and advanced forward or
retreated based on the strength and weakness of the enemy. The patriots attacked the Italians

and the bandas in different parts of the study area particularly in the forest areas and valleys.

101Adane, p.36.

Informants, Nabara and Walie Ayala
Samson, p.13.
Informants, Sdma, Komos Abba Gebrie Igziabhre and Awaka Alamu
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The patriots also used mountains and caves as strongholds. The Italians were unable to
destroy the patriots’ strongholds in Bokina, Filaw andSomma which were difficult to reach

every parcel and demanded more sacrifices.'®

Actions used by the patriots against the Italians and bandas were aided by Qabi (Z¢ m(.).
Most of the time gabis were focused on Bic¢dna, Dabrda Wirq, Dabrda Markos, Déjjan, Wagdi
and Dérra where there were Italian camps, Italians and bandas. The qgabi strategically spread
fake information among the bandas and the Italians about the patriots. The gabi also gave
wrong information to the spies of the Fascists and misguided the enemy about the date of the

launching of the fighting.'%

In order to create effective communication and to attack the enemy, the patriots used
systematic codes (in words) to signify their affiliation to Bilay and other commander/s of the
resistance. The code may be changed, so every patriot under Bélay should update himself.
For instance, the patriots used this code in a certain campaign:

977 (€7 !
PAR AL !

0AL 977 AA?
MAT? ReECE Aa1Y

Meaning; to which category do you belong?
To Balay Zalldqa!
What did he say?

Destroy the enemy!

The earliest successful anti-Fascist engagements in the study area was in the gorge of Milca
Dibo where the enemy force under the leader of Qaniazmac Simmaw Niagawo were attacked

by Bilay Zilliga and his followers on June. Qarnazmac¢ Sammaw Nigawo was the former

105 Samson, p.15; Informants, Nabara and Walie Ayala and Biydzen

%pid. 15-16.
107 Informants, Nabara, Balay and Séma
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commander of troops from Dijjin to the Sera front with Ras Imiru Haile Sellassie. However,
he did latter defect to the Italians and started his military operation from Becéna. The attempt
of Qanazmac Simmaw Négawo was failed and he was defeated. Then, he was hanged at the
market place in Gubya. During the fighting Bélay‘s army captured rifle from the bandas.
Besides, the defeat of collaborators created a chance for the patriots to further strengthen their

capacity against the Fascists. 1%

On January 1937 Bilay and his followers launched a military campaign on the bandas at the
battle of Abarro near the town of Bic¢édn which ended by the victory of Bélay. The defeat of
Italians in the study area and its surroundings enforced the Italian administration in Débra
Markos to send repeated letters to the patriots. The aim of the letter was asking Bélay to

surrender, disarming the people and to punish the people for giving support to Bilay. %

From June to August, 1937 frequent operations were under taken, in which a number of
villages were burnt down. Nevertheless, Fascist troops failed to capture Bélay because the
struggle and resistance in the study area became strong. As the result, the Italians focused

their operation and occupation in and around their garrison centers.*

In March, 1938 the people of Endmay headed by Taddéssd Lagdw (the uncle of Bilay) fought
Fascists at the battle of Waynat Méda, a plain between the village of Tiq and the town of
Déjjan. At this battle, the force of Taddédssa Laqaw were defeated and faced sever causalities.
Bilay who was at SiAbSingo (a village to the north of the Wiynat Mida), retreated back to his
power base (Ldmcéan).The victorious Fascist army terrorized the people by burning villages.
The battle was very ravaging to the patriots of the study area in general and to Bélay in

particular. In fact, it was very important for the Fascists; because besides their victory, they

1%Zelalem Assafa, Dajazmach Balay Zalaga: 1912-1945, A Tentative Biography (BA thesis. Addis Ababa
University, 1983) p.14: Seletene, p.119.
109Informants, N&abard, Taddassa and Balay

"5eletene, p. 146: Adane, pp. 16.
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were successfully opened the door to central Gojjam from the south which had been closed
since August 1937 by the patriots commanded by Ddgjjazmaé Bélay. However, despite the
Italians victory most of the local people continued their resistance until the withdrawal of

Italians from the area.''!

Generally, as | understand from written sources and informants during the five years of
patriotic resistance, most of the people of Endmay stand on the side of Bélay Zilliqi against
the Italians. As the result, the Italians were unable to control the study area except the town of

- . 112
Bi¢éna and somevillages.

"ipid. pp16-17

"2Nsbara, Bilay, Sima, and Walie
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CHAPTER TWO

ENAMAY WARADA FROM LIBERATION TO END OF THE HAILE

SELASSIES’S Rule

2.1. ADMINISTRATION

The year 1941 was important in the history of Ethiopia. Because, the Italian attempt to
colonize Ethiopia was ended without success and Emperor Haile Sellassie was restored to his
power after five years in exile.™™® In April 1941, the British forces led by General Wingate
librated the capital of Gojjam (Ddbrda Marqos) from Italian occupation after having defeated
the Italian commander Maraventano. On 6 April 1941 Gojjam fell under the control the
Ethiopian patriots and the Emperor reached Dabra Marqos.*** As he reached at Dibrd Margs,
the patriots of Gojjam commanded by Ddjjazmaé Méngdsa Janbdra, Lij Haylu Bélaw,
Ddjjazmaé Nagas Bézabh and Lij Bilay Zilliga warmly welcomed. Then, the Emperor
designated the above patriot leaders to govern the territories they had already dominated

during the war period.*®

The green, yellow, and red flag of Ethiopia was re-hoisted in the place of Italian flag. When
the Ethiopian flag was raised, some people fired their gun to express their happiness about the
situation. The Emperor stayed in Débra Marqos for about twenty days and left for Addis
Ababa with Ras Hailu. There are two suggessions behind the stay of the Emperor in Débra
Marqos. The first reason was from the emperor’s speech,“AT9® ACNTFFTT AdhTAT OHU-

PAMAL 00T 2MC (&P (VRIS (v 1R MI04D hLEHE A200L NHLA. 47 hhaod~F (%A

"Marakakakis and Nega Ayele, Class and Revolution in Ethiopia (Nottingham: The Russel Press, 1978), P.

48; TenaTarekegn, “Administrativeand Socio-Economic History of SulultaWoreda, 1941-1974,” (M.A Thesis
Department of History: Addis Ababa University, 2020), p.32; Alula, p.65.
1 Fekede p17; Yohannis, pp.63-64.
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QRAAF ORCOFS N&TF OL PS hioTT7? 107 “contextually translated as: “We with our patriots
entered to Addis Ababa on May 5, 1941 in peace and felicity whereas the Italians had entered
the city in chaos and disturbing conditions five years ago”.**® Secondly, General Cunningham
forced the Emperor to stay until he restored peace and stablity in Addis Ababa™’.

He was accompanied by Fitawrari Gabaydhu Wildd Mariyam (who later became the
governor of Dabrd Marqos Awraja). Fitawrari Gédbdayahu was a collaborator and received
pardon from the Emperor. This shows the flexibility of Haile Selassie in such cases. He said,

“Anyone who came to me I call him a patriot.” 8

The restoration of Emperor Haile Selassie’s government brought the revival of centralization
attempts in the country. To achieve this plan, the Emperor introduced a series of
proclamations and decrees starting from 1942. Then, new administrative arrangements were
made all over the country. The purpose of centralization was aimed at lessening the control of

provincial rulers by giving the highest power to the central government. **°

The consolidation of state power and centralization of the administration system was one of
the major features of the post-1941 imperial government. Besides, administration reforms,
military structure of the government and fiscal reforms were also given attention by Haile
Sellasie's government.*?® As part of centralization attempt, Haile Selassies’s administration
was also eager to build similar local administration system all over the country; as a result all

General Governors were centrally nominated.'**

Mer5s5ama Habts Mikael, Ydndsandt Hawelt Semdrdqge Ydnegusu Negeger, Addis Zaman, Miyaziya, 1933.

w Fekede, p.22.

“B1bid, P.21.

19 Mengistu Geremew, “A History of Wanbara Wdrdda, 1941-1991,” (MA Thesis Department of History:
Addis Ababa University, 2016), p.26: Tena, p.32.

120Setegn Getaneh, “State and Society on Ethiopia’s Northwestern Borderlands: Chilga Awraja, 1935 -1991”
(PhD Dissertation, Addis Ababa University, 2020), p.109.
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The 1942 decree on administrative regulation was important instrument, through which, the
imperial government reserved power at the center and restricted the power of the provincial
governors. The decree re-organized the administrative system of the country and re-drew
provincial boundaries depending on the pre-1936 boundary.'?? Based on the proclamation
entitled "Administrative Regulations”, the Ethiopian empire was divided into awrajas (sub-
province), waradas (district), and meslanes (sub-district) and meketle meslanes (below sub-
district). The decree set up twelve awraja, Sixty wdrdda, 339 wdrdda meslines and 1,176

mektle- meslanes. This structure was functional up to 1946.1%

Administrative units were mainly arranged on the basis of their historical background.
Different minor chiefs in all parts of Ethiopia were designated to be the rulers of their
respective region, but denying autonomous status.'** The emperor assigned one governor-
general, one director and one principal-secretary in each awraja. The director was under the
governor-general as an assistant. Next to the director-general, principal-secretary was
nominated and his task was to serve as a record keeper who restrained the internal and

external flow of letters in the province.'®

Following libration, reorganizing the administration of Gojam, which included Enédmay, was
left to its first post-war governor, Ras Haylu Bé&law (Ras Haylu Ill), who ruled Gojjam
from1942-1946 and 1950-1957. The designation of Ras Haylu Balaw as the ruler of the

Gojjam showed the reinstitution of the native ruling family after the removal of Ras Haylu I1

2Adane Kassie, p.48: John M. Cohen and Peter H. Koehn, Ethiopian Provincial and Municipal Government

(Michigan: Michigan State University, 1980), 19: Setegn, p.109.

ZMichale Stahl, Political Contradiction I Agricultural Development (Liber Tryck: Stockholm 1974), p, 78: Tena
p.33: Mengistu p.26.

124Fekede,p. 37; Mehari,p.20

125Negc/rit Gazeta, Decree No 1 of 1942,“Administrative Regulations”
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who was again captured and kept under prison together with his son Fitawrari Admassu by

thedecision of the Emperor in 1932 at a place called Gara Mulatta.**®

Gojam Province (Tekilay Gizat) was one of the general governorates in the new restructure.
Hailu B&law reorganized his domain into seven administrative wdrddas. These were Dabra
Marqos, Be¢dna, Mota, Didga Damot, Matikil, Agiw Meder and Baher Dar wdrdda. Débra

Marqos became political seat and the capital of the province.'?’

rigure 3: Map of Gojjam Province.

Source: Gabru Tarke, Ethiopia: Power and Protest, Peasant Protest in the twentieth Century

(Lawrenceville: The Red Sea Pressinc, 1996), p.162.

Based on the 1942 declaration five wdrdda (meslinés) were organized under the Bicéna
awrajja and they were; Enarge Enawga, Sibel, Dibay Tilat, Déjjan and Endmay. In this year,
Ddjjazmac Bélay Zillaqd was appointed as the governor of Becdna. Endmay Wirdda was
placed under the Bichena awraja and it was newly formed as a wdrdda imediately after

liberation.*?

26 Daniel, p. 267.

127 Ayele Tariku, p.27.

128 Nebiyu, p, 49: Adane Kassie, p.47.
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Fitawrari wirkenah Negussie was appointed as meslénés of this wdrdda. During the period
under discussion, Endmay was further divided into two meketel-meslanés. They were; Yarize
and Lamed&an. ** Local governors in the study area were selected and appointed by the then
Governor-General. They had obligation of maintaining peace and order as well as collecting

taxes and accomplish judiciary activities.**

Regarding the appointment of government officials, the government did not take formal
education as criteria in the selection of high ranking officials. Their faithfulness and their
loyalty to the Emperor were the main criterion to designate officials in this period.
Furthermore, commitment and preserving of peace and security were also other prerequisites
to become officials.** Therefore, such kind of appointment brought disagreement between
most of the patriots and the Emperor. The conflict between Emperor Haile Selassie with
Belay Zilldga and other patriots and patriot leaders in the province, was a good example.132

In 1946 Ddjjazmac Kabbada Téassdmd was appointed as Governor-General of Gojjam. From
1941-1945 he served as Governor-General of Sawa Tekelay Gezat.*** In the course of his
administration, the political map of Gojjam Province was reorganized. Accordingly,
following the proclamation of June 28, 1946, the awraja, wardda, and meslané administrative
units were renamed tégelay Gezat (governorate-general or province), awraja (sub-province)
and warada (district) administrative units respectively. Each widrdda was divided into
meketel-waradas (sub-districts)."**

Based on the proclamation, the province of Gojjam was divided into five awrajas. These

were Qola Ddga Damot, Métikal, Dabra Marqos, Agdw Mider- Bahir Dar and Mota-Beééna.

129 Informants, Mdgabi Hamsa Aleqa Kabbada Tagodan, Nabara and Sama

Informants, Ibid., Komos Abba Gabralgziabher
Abayneh Girma “The Nature of Administration and Development in Ethiopia: The Case of Walamo
Development,” (BA Thesis, Department of History, Addis Ababa University, 1971), pp.34-35: Mengistu, p.30.
132
Nebyu, p.40: Alula, p.65.
IES MS Folder No.1799 “ B4 Gojjam Tiklay Gezat Yatamadabu Sumament Sem Zerzer”
Adane Kassie, p.47.
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Beéina and Mofa Wirdda gezats were amalgamated to form a single awraja named Mota-
Betdna awraja. Fildgd Berhan which is existed between Mota and Beéidna towns was
selected as the administrative center of Mota-Be¢ina awraja until 1957.%*° Salika Ayalew
Tadissd, the well known patriot during the time of Italian invasion, was appointed as the

136

governor of both Be¢dna and Mota awraja.” From this time on, Endmay was one of the

mesldnes upgraded to the waréda leve and situated in Mota-Be¢dna awraja under the
governorship of Fitawrari Algaw Adgehe.™*’

When we see the appointment of government officials of awrajas (provinces), wdrdda (sub-
provinces) and districts were practically put under the direct interference of the central
government. General Governors were directly appointed by the order of the Emperor based
on the recommendation of the Ministry of Interior. Besides, most of the time, the Meketel
governors were also appointed by the order of the central government among the local
balébats. The awraja governor also had the right to designate the potential wdrdda governor

to the governor-general who had the right to report such recommendations to the Ministry of

Interior. 3

Some historians and writers argue that, a major source of the malcontent and uprising of the
people of Gojjam after the withdrawal of Italians was political competition between mesafints
of Gojjame and Sawa as well as popular discontent on the ruling class.™*® Informants and
archival sources show that Siwan supremacy in the administration of Gojjam in the post-

libration period was significant at provincial level. For example, from four governor generals

135lbid.:Aya le,pp.28-29

B ES MS, Folder No. 1799, Ba Gojjam Taklay Gezat Yatamadabu.............. ; informants, Balay and Sdmma
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who ruled Gojjam from 1941 to 1974 there was one Gojjamie, and the rest were from Siwa.

140

On the other hand, all personals who appointed as the governors of Endmay wdrdda in the
post liberation period were Gojjamie in origin. Furthermore, generally in Gojjam, most of the

governors below the governorate generals were native to their respective regions.***

Table 2. 1: Lists of Names of Governors in Endmay Wirdda (1941-1974)

No Title Name of Governors
1 Fitawrari Wairknéne Negussie
2 Fitawrari Algaw Adghe

3 Gerazemac Gisdssd Widaje

4 Gerazemaé Musie Téadela

5 Balambaras Awikid Mulusew

Source: Enidmay Wirdda Culture and Tourism Office, Annual Bulletin, 2002E.C™*,
Regarding wage, the governors of the wdrddas and meketel wdrddas who were appointed by
the central government used to recive monthly salary. Since 1943, a fixed payment of salary
was introduced in Gojjam. Initially, the Governor General received a monthly salary of three
hundred shillings.'*®

In the year 1947and 48 monthly salaries of authorities was reexamined and was paid in
Ethiopian Birr. But there was a gap between salary of the Governor Generals and the
principal mislanéwoch. For example, the salary of Ras Hailu Balaw was 1,500 Eth Birr while
the salary of

Fitawrari Wirknineh Negussie, the principal mislane of Enimay wdrdda was 80 Eth Birr.**!

The following Chart gives some extra data.

140

293
1t Informants, Nabara and Emahoy Manayse
"2pid: Endamay Wdrdda Culture and Tourism Office, Annual Bulletin, 2002E.C.
ENALA, Folder, t.-+. 10.14 Ya Gojjam Téklay Gezat Yéhdgédre Agézaz Ena Astéddader Seraterio¢ Sem

Ibid.John Markakis, Ethiopia: Anatomy of a Traditional Polity (New York: Oxford University Press, 1975),
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Zerzer Ena Delidil
Y ENALA Folder, .. 10.14, Yd Gojjam Taqgelay Gezat Yd Hagédr Agézaze ena Ydstddddér Saratédfioch

Sema Zerzer Ena Deledel, Miyaziya, 1960 E.C
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Province Salary | Sub District Salary | Sub-

province (wdrdda) districts

(awraja) (meketel
Gojjam wc'irdda)
Status Eth$ | Status Eth$ | Status Eth$ | Status Eth$
Governor | 1500 | Governor 350 | principal mislané | 80 Meketel 40
General mislané
Director 350 Secretary 125 | P. judge 80 Secretary 30
General 250 Meketel 50 | Secretary 40
Secretary Secretary

Table 2. 2: Salary of Some Government Officials.

Source: ENALA Folder, n.+.10.14, Yd Gojjam Tagelay Gezat Yi Hagir Agiizaze ena
Ydastdddddr Sdratdnioce Seme Zerzer Ena Deledel, Miyaziya, 1960 E.C.

During the reign of Emperor Haile Selassie there were many balabats in Endmay wdrdda.
Each Qdbdlle had one and above balabats (see Appendix1 and 2). This balabats were serving
as a bridge between the government and the people. Unlike the government officials, the
balabats were not getting monthly salary in the form of cash. Even though, there was no cash
payment in the form of salary from the central government, their main advantages were labor

services from the local people.**

The other administrative area that witnessed reorganization following the restoration of the
Emperor was the judicial system. The administration of justice announcement of 1942

introduced the foundation of the provincial, regional and communal courts to arbitrate civil

% Informants, Bdlay and Emahoy Selenat
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and criminal cases in their regions of locale.*® The authoritative directions of 1942 granted
meseldne double part to carry out both the legal and official functions inside their areas of
jurisdiction. The court framework which was accomplished orally was changed to a more
formal composed ways.'*” This made the higher courts that conceivably get an offer from its

subordinate simple to get it the case.™*®

The announcement for the foundation of local judges in 1947was a response of the
government to the legal intrigue of the individual’s cases by the delay within the settling of

their debate. Subsequently, it requested for the assignment of one judge in each locality.*°

The privilege to choose the local judges was given to the presidents and the vice-presidents of
the wdrdda judges and elders. The announcement gave the gult governors, and the balabats
priority to work as local judges themselves in a place their home. They could also appoint
representatives if they were not interested to be judges or on the off chance that their gult area
surpasses the parcel apportioned to the areas of purview of the judgment. Within the areas

which are not gults, the elect of the individuals of the parish could serve as a local judge.*®

The secret letter of the principal secretary of Gojjam to the Ministry of Justice uncovers that
there was a down to earth issue within the province related to the election of the local judges.
It expressed that there were numerous individuals claiming to be a local judge for there were

numerous balabats within the area. Subsequently, it sees time to settle the issue until 1953.**

146Negarit Gazeta, “Administration Justice Proclamation” No.2 1942: Abay Dagn, “A History of Senane

Wiirdda: East Gojjam, 1941-1991” (MA Thesis Department of History, Addis Ababa University, 2011), p. 53.
147Negarit Gazeta, Administrative Regulations,” Decree, No.1, 1942.
Abay, p.54.
Ibid, pp54-55.: Negarit Gazeta, “A Proclamation to Provide for the Establishment of Local Judges,” No.
90, 1947.
150Abay, p.55.
ENALA, Folder 149, File No. 3, Yd Gojjam Tékelay Gezat Tdhdfi Ld Fered Minister, A.A., RN 1(400) 6, 3
Sane 1945 E.C.; Abay, p.55.
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These local judges in Enimay wiérdda were known as Arbiya Daroc (parish Judges).The
prime significance of Asbiya Daroc was to settle disputes through compromise the two
parties. Nevertheless, in case the plausibility of compromise demonstrated pointless, they
would settle both civil and criminal cases and pass decisions. In any case, the law restricted
the spaces that the local judges would arbitrate. There restrain was to charges culpable within

152 The decision

a fine not surpassing 25 and 15 birr to civil and criminal cases respectively
of the local judges can be offered to the particular meketel wdrdda court. However, if the
decisions of the two were not concurrent, the applicants might moreover continue to the

wirdda court in which its judgment would be last**®,

Until 1947 the task of appointing atebya dazas and defending their territorial extent were
given to the president and vice president of Wirdda and meketel wirdda courts and elders.
The wadrdda court had the right to intervene between those higher hierarchies, a little bit
modernized and well organized, and the rural institutions like gulta-gaz, ¢igasum and atebya

dasias, standoff with tradition and custom.®™*

Consequently, the assignment of appointing atebya darnas was given to the General
Governor. The General Governor had the right to appoint afebya danas on the basis of
different criterion. The great chance was given to gult owner (governor of gult), malkaza and

balabat to be elected in the new office as afebya dana.™

Regarding the salary of the local judges, they were allowed to utilize half of the income from
the judgment of the civil law cases.™™ However, these local judges had their own

shortcomings on the legal practice. They were faulted for encouraged litigations, which was

152 Informants, Sdma and Ab&dba Kabada.

153 Abay, p.55.

Fekede, p.37.

Ibid,pp.37-38

ENALA, Folder.h.+ 03.06, File No.30/003, Seld Atebya Dano¢ Yétdddrdgd Acer Tenat.
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their source of legal income. They were also denounced for apportionment of endowments
and bribes to pass decisions in favor of either accomplice. Sharing of the government income
from the legal practice was another point raised by bunches who restricted the propagation of
the judges.™'The issue was a major agenda on the chamber of councils in the 1950s and

1960s.1%®

The civil code decree that was issued in1965 was a step to isolate the judicial and executive
functions of governors which annulled the meketel wdrdda courts and made the local judges
responsible.’®® Generally, the post -war regulatory methodologies had fizzled to reach to the
grass root level of the society through its formal structure of wdrdda and meketel wirdda
unites alone. It was not conceivable to reach the lowest echelon with few regulatory
personnel. The only authoritative authorities within the wdrdda and meketel wirdda levels

were governors and their secretariat.'®

In this manner, they might not oversee the organization at the parish and village levels. This
organization gap at the least echelons had constrained the government to compromise the
continuation of the gult system in which thelater took part within the assignment of
administrative capacities. This incorporates legal functions as afebya darnoc¢ assist in the
collection of taxes and maintenance of peace and order in their localities. In any case, their
benefit was altered in such a way that they did not completely bend the advanced practice.*®*
For instance, they were not permitted to organize their own armed men. They were also not
permitted to collect tribute by themselves. Rather, they were encouraging the collection of
charges to the government treasury and they would get one third of the charge from the

treasury. Hence, the gult governors had served the government in a refined

7 Ibid.
8 Ibid.
159, .

Ibid; Adane, p.65.
Abay, pp.56-57
*Upid
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enthusiasm™“.There were 10 and 16 villages in Ydrdz and Lamcan respectively. These

villages were under 17 and 19 gult governors. (See appendix 2)*°

2.2. The Conflict between Ddjjazmac Balay Zillaqia and the Government

It was immediately afterthe liberation that opposition to the emperor arose, which was caused
for various reasons. One of which was Haile Selassie’s appointment policy. Based on the
promise of the Emperor that says; “.....ccecveeeeeeeieenacnnns A1LANTY KLAGTY OLLA T Ut
TIC ASLCAAVNY:: UICY AL FAoIAW FAASIAY........::”"% Meaning: In return for your
strong struggle, we will afford you the right reward. You will be given designation and
rewards in your home area.

According to the above promise, the patriots anticipated to be honored based on their service
and scarify. However, despite the promise only those who were faithful to the authority of the
emperor were given significant and proper governmental posts. Therefore, the ex-patriots like
Négase Bézabeh, Blatta Tékkla Wildd Hawariat and Bilay Zilldqd stood against Haile

Selassie.'®

Belay Zeleke was the most charismatic leader whose base was in my study area. His courage
made him a famous hero throughout Gojjam and Ethiopia at large. In April 1941 Belay
marched to Ddbrd Marqos to receive the Emperor invited by Ras Hailu. However, his
popularity was not apparently likedby Emperor Haile Selassie. Therefore, Haile Selassie
arranged to oust Bélay from his birth place. Therefore, to this effect, Haile Selassie proposed
either to be Governor-General of one of the provinces in the south of the country with the
title of Ras or be the governor of Bec¢én aawraja. Bélay rejected the former and accepted the
latter by saying; “I fought the Italians with the support of my relatives; most of them had died

in the struggle. So, in order to collect and bury their body properly and also to assist their

*>Mehari, pp.72-74; Informants, Emahoy Manayase and Abba Berhan.

'8E B.A.A.C, Folder NO 013, no file No. Bd Becéna Awrajja Ydmigdnu Balabatoc Ena Gultocacaw Sem Zerzir
Nebyu, p.38, Informants, Abba Berhan and Lawoye.

Nabyu, p.38.
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families I must back to my home land.” By this avenue Bélay manifested his refusal to go to

another province; willingly he desired to be appointed in Gojjam.*®®

Finally, in July 1942 Emperor Haile Selassie designated Bédlay as a governor of Becdna
Wiirdida. The appointment angered Bilay, a man with a great ambition, did not like what he
got. Moreover, he was dissatisfied by the higher position given to the other patriots including

the collaborators®®’

Hailu Bidlaw made Ras and governor-general of Gojjam. At the same
time, Méangésa Janbdra was also promoted to the rank of Bitweded and appointed as deputy
governor-general of Gojjam.*®® More than that, the loss of Mota and part of Débri Marqos
district which had been under his control during the resistance period angered him as a shame

to his status.'®®

Besides, Bilay was not interested to work under the authority of Ras Hailu
Bildaw because Bélay hated Ras Hailu and the two had quarreled during the resistance period.
In fact, Hailu Bilaw and Méangisa Janbidra were as brave patriots as was Bilay although they

had noble background.*™

Therefore, immediately, Ddjjazmac Bélay was returned to Be¢dna and he began disobeying
orders forwarded from both the central government and governor-general. Besides, Bilay
continued to reject orders coming from his superior provincial governors and failed to
manage effectively the administrative work of his district based on the rules and regulations
forwarded from the central government and governor-general. On the contrary, Bilay applied
the governing system he had used during the resistance period.!”* In addition, he promoted
and demoted who he liked or hated without the authorization of the central government or

even without the knowledge of Ras Hailu Bildw. Moreover, when the government

166Nebeyu, p.41

Informants, Abba Berhan, Bilay and Ababa.
Nebyu, p.41.

1%Zelalem Assefa,” DajjazmacBalay Zallaga: 1912-1945: A Tentative Biography”, (Senior Essay in History,
AAU, 1983), pp.61-64.
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appointees were sent to the Becidna wdrdda, Bélay forced them to go back to Dabrd Marqos.
Generally, in all financial, administrative and judicial matters Bilay appointed his Owen

personnel who were not loyal to the central government.'’?

Accordingly, Ras Hailu Baldw requested Bélay to work in accordance with the rules and
regulations of the government. But he rejected to take the directions of the governor-general.
Rather, he made clear his refusal to accept Ras Hailu’s governorship by saying that; “you
could not over rule me because you had less patriotic service and skill that I had. Although
today, due to various reasons, you became the supreme governor of the province, with the

title of Ras. I was not a man who would be under you.”*"

As a result, the governor-general frequently reported all the unlawful’ activities of Bélay to
the Emperor. Following this, a letter was written to Ras Hailu Béilaw, Ddjjazmac Bilay
Zillaqa Bitwedade Méngésa Janbéra and other significant officials in the province to come to
Addis Ababa. The purpose was to resolve the administration problem of Gojjam. Based on
the letter, except Ddjjazmac Bilay Zéllaqa and Fitawrari Adamu Maisfin the governors of
Beéina and Mota respectively, all the requested officials reached Addis Ababa.'* During this
time, Bilay plundered the treasury of the government at Beééna.'°Again, for the second time
the Emperor sent a letter on February 11 1943 to Ddjjazmac Bélay. The letter was sent on the
hand Ato Lessanu Habtd Waild. The letter asked Bélay to come very quickly to the capital.

But, once again he refused to accept the emperor’s request.’®

Due to this, troops from Siwa, Gojam and Wollo were sent to Bec¢ina. Bitwedade Mingisa

Jinbéra was the overall commander of the operation. Bélay decided to fight together with his

172 Zelalem,pp.61-64
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followers in a fortress of Somma.'”” At this critical point, well known church men and
nobilities such as Mdlaki Berhan Admasu Gimbira, Ligi Tébdbet Tikla Semige, Blata
Farada Bardna, Qdgazmaé Abdje Tédye and Blata Tafard Dastaw attempted to resolve the
disagreement between Bdlay and the Emperor. To avoid bloodshed, they decided to discuss
with the Emperor and Bilay. Then, first they went to Addis Ababa and met Emperor Haile
Selassie. The Emperor accepted the request provided that Bélay was willing to accept

governmental orders. However, Bilay Zilliga rejected the plan and continued the struggle.'™

After three months of fighting, some of his troops were killed and some of them defected to
the government. This reduced the moral of Bilay’s force before the actual war was ended.
According to my informant, Bélay’s decision to stand up against the government by returning

to banditry was the result of his advisors. This expressed by the following poem;

AT\ G hBA APorhd:
AHCy NF0@. Cay 0L e ezt
Being advised by improper and unwise advisor
You back got endanger if you looked back

Finally, on April 25, 1943 the forces of Bélay were defeated and he was captured by the
government forces. Initially, by considering his patriotic service he was saved from severe
penalty. So, he was taken toWaliso. But, the then governor of Waliso, Ddjjazmac¢ Girédsu

Duki brought Bilay to Addis Ababa. Then he was sentenced to life imprisonment.*®

After months in prison he made an escape attempt from custody together with the other
prisoners including Lij Mamo Haile Mikael, an Italian collaborator. Once again they were re-

arrested and brought to court. Then, they were sentenced to death penalty and Belay was

177Nebyu, p.44.
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executed by hanging in Tdkla Haymanot Square in Addis Ababa along with his brother Ejigu

on 12 January 1945.'%

The following two lively and historic poems were composed to indicate the compliant and
dissatisfaction of the local population towards the action of the central government but along
with the prestige and notoriety of Bilay and the study area where he was born really bear this

out.

T@-F WPt P0ALT AICE

(av AT Amé- £a°16-0 &0

Do not touch the place of Bélay [means Gojjam], more specifically Be¢dna Awraja,
Because, the name of the land by itself has significant worth and admire through the frontier,

nh0Ag HAP rtaPAD-:

LAAA Tiddv- (97 Pplam.::'®

Compared to Bélay Zallaga who was hanged down in front of his adversary?

Shefaraw is better who fought with great brave and annoyed the government army, and lost

his life at the Somma.

2.2 Taxation and Tax Related Revolt in the Enamay Wiirdda

Following liberation, the restored government tried to change the conventional system of
taxation and its administrative system by issuing a series of decrees in Endmay Wirdda and
all at once in Gojjam Jéiglay-Gezat.**® The plan implied to speed up the central government’s
control over regional and local officials. Besides, the realization of this venture was
reinforcing the budgetary capacity of the government. This made the collection of expanded
income from the lower class [peasantry] through a systematized frame of charge collection

184

basic.™" That’s to say, changing the framework of tax assessment from kind to cash was

181Nebeyu, p.44: Gebru, Ethiopia: Power and Protest......., p.167.

182 Informants, Emahoy Manayase, Abba Berhan,and Sama
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made steadily in conjunction with changing the framework of land tenure all over the

province of Gojjam including the study area.'®®

It was due to this objective the restored government declared different announcements
relating to property tax and expanding government incomes. Changing all property charge
from kind to cash and reducing the control of gult and its genetic brand of landholders are
clearly indicated in the announcement issued by the central governmentin the post-1941

period.'®®

In the post-war period, the government had spelled out certain conditions that warrant the
acknowledgment of customary land arrangement. In this way, the custom of the society
would be recognizing amid the execution of the new announcement. This move appears to be

practical for the government’s control in an endeavor to oblige the reality on the ground over

land.*®’

All the same, the re-established government of Emperor Haile Selassie cautiously
recommenced and supported its pre-war arrangements employing an arrangement of

announcements that had a practical utility throughout Ethiopia including Gojjam.

The first of such proclamations was that of March 30, 1942 Agricultural Land Tax
Proclamation that classified all agrarian land in the country into three categories in
connection to its richness such aslam (fertile), lam-¢if (semi-fertile) and ¢if (barren) land.The
sum of income to be collected from these categories was fixed in Birr, Birr 5.00, 10.00 and

5.00 per gasha of land, respectively.’®® In this way, the 1942 proclamation approved a

B 1bid: Hoben, p.211.

Ibid, 211: Daniel, p.153.
Hoben, pp.211-213.
Negarit Gazeta: Land Proclamation No 8 of 1942
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uniform framework of assessment and changing over land tax assessment from kind to

cash.'®®

Repudiating the 1942 tax decree, the government issued a new enactment in 1944 that
commenced a settled rate of charges in lieu of asrat and land charges with Birr 35.00, 30.00
and 10.00 for each gasha of land on the three categories of land distinguished as lam, lam-taf
and taf respectively.'®® However, the 944 Land Tax Proclamationsdid exempt Tigray,
Begemedir and Gojjam. According to Perham and Abay, the governments lament to execute
the new proclamation in these regions was the deliberate political calculation to dodge
discontentment and disobedience. Any move of the government to supplant the conventional
framework of tax collection would cause disappointment and political turmoil in these

territories. '

The new announcement denied the right of gult proprietors with respect to the collection of
taxes in their parcel. In any case, the gult proprietors in Gojjam offered their grievance to the
Emperor amid the latter’s visit to the area in 1944.1%% He, subsequently, made a few sort of
changes that allowed the gult proprietors a siso-abal from the land charge. Nevertheless, the
gult proprietors were made beneficiary of the opportune installment of the charges in their
range. After the charges were completely collected, gult proprietors were allowed to take one

third of what they collect.*®

According to Crummy and Bahru, the 1942 and 1944 Land Tax proclamations did not greatly

improve the income of the government in the Ethiopian context at large.***In fact, the new

1% Gebru Tareke, Ethiopian Power and Protest......... , p.178: Daniel pp.153- 154; Tena, p.34.

Abay ,p.58
Ibid; Perham, p.211.
Abay ,p,59
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legislation was also not fully applied in Tigray, Begemedir and Gojjam including Endmay,
because the ruling class regrates to execute the new announcement in these provinces for the
purpose of avoiding discontents and rebellion.*® In spite of these announcements, within the
years between 1941 and the primary estimation assessment of land as kept up by the decree in
1950, the local peasants kept on paying land tax based on the pre-war standards. In any case,
since 1950/51 the conditions of the pre-war tax finding authoritatively banished by law at the
level of the 1920s and early 1930s decree issue was improved in Endmay and all over Gojjam
Tdqlay-Gezat. Like all other parts of Gojjam, in this manner, the land tax of Endmay was
settled with Birr 1.50 at the level of ancestral (genological) groups' ownership.*® However,

the government went to execute it without persuading the local population.'®’

In the Endmay like in the most parts of Gojjam the framework of tax collection in kind was
maintained and preceded with the already changed tax in cash. The local authorities collected
taxes from the local peasants to a great extent based on the land generation and sold it. In
reality, they changed over it into cash and, in this way straightforwardly submitted to the

adjacent government treasury by them.*®®

In June 1946, Ras Hailu was supplanted by a Siwan nobleman Ddjjazmac Kibida. The
afterward was decided to change the circumstance in Gojjam with respect to the framework
of tax collection. He was expecting to increase the income from the territory by executing the
land tax decree, which was not in effect until then. There were maybe pushes from the

Ministry of Finance to extend the income from the province. A memoranda composed to the

"> Hoben, pp.212-214; Abay, p.58 and Daniel, p.155.
196, .
Ibid.
Ibid.
E1bid.
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Ministry of Interior in 1946 uncovers that Ddjjazmac Kabada’s assurance to measure the land

of Gojjam into gasa and to rise the income.*®

Ddjjazmac Kébada understood that Gojjam was one of the foremost ripe territories in the
country but one of the least regarding collection of government income from tax assessment.
Moving forward the regulatory condition of the province and execution of the new land tax
decree were the key procedures he planned to increase the income.?® It was self-evident that,
the income collected from Gojjam was minimal. It did not cover the salary of authorities
within the Teklay Gizat. Therefore, the scarcity was consistently covered from the central
treasury.”®* Therefore, to fathom the issue and support the budgetary needed to run the
bureaucracy within the province, Ddjjazmac¢ Kébadd decided to execute the land tax
announcement of 1944.2°2 He based his action on the land appraisal direction of 1949, which
authorized the provincial governors to set up commissions in each meketel wdrdda of their
regions to classify and evaluate lands inside the categories of ripe, semi-fertile and destitute,

decided to actualize the land tax proclamation of 1944, 2%

Didjjazmac¢ Kébada requested the governor of Endmay wdrdda, to carry out land evaluation
and classification program. Three land appraisal committees were chosen. The committee
comprised the meketle wdrdda governors, representatives of the Ministry of Finance, the
CegaSum and three seniors chosen at each ward. Assessors were not measuring the land for
rebellion rather they roughly evaluated the area cultivated and the sum of crops yielded. The
land was enlisted within the name of agsi abat and charges were required on each Abat

ranges. However, the peasants were questioning to pay the charge for they accepted that the

199 Abay, p.59.

Gizachew Adamu, “A Historical Survey of Taxation in Gojjam (1901-1969)”, (Senior Paper in History,
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charges exacted were higher than the past ones. This led to public outcry within the area that
at last brought about the substitution of Ddjjazmac Kiabada by Ras Hailu in 1950. Then, in

1951 peasants were exempted from paying this tax.?*

Ras Hailu extended the collection of taxes through his appointees. Wirdda and Meketel
Wiirdda governors including the Ceqa Sums ordered the local people to pay charges
according to the land assessment made. However, because of the peasants opposition to pay
‘unfairly’ tax and administrative inefficiency, the appointees were not able to collect all the

anticipated taxes from Endmay wirdda. %

Generally, the framework of tax collection within the territory remained unaltered generally
for a decade. Charges were paid by the tdtdri (agent of each abat) to the specialists of the
Ministry of Finance. The tditdri were chosen by the individuals of the amplified family and
mindful to gather the tax beneath their abat area. They were bridges between their family
individuals and the government with respect to the issue of tax assessment. The elders known
as Awac (lit. elders) from the family individuals had chosen the share of charge to each
individuals of the family who plough the land. Their decision was last and authoritative

which was generally reasonable.?®

According to my informants, it was only in 1950 that the study area saw the development of
clear confrontation between militias and the local peasants. On this revolt, the peasants were

defeated and forced to pay the tax imposed by the central government. After this

208 Informants, Bélay, Ndc Ldbase Lemanhe Akalu, Ndbard and Sama
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confrontation, in the study area there was no open revolt associated with tax until the 1960s

and 1970s.%%

In 1960, Ras Hailu Bildw was replaced by Ddjjazmac Sihaye lenqu Sellasie. The tenure of
Diijjazmac Sihaye was known by peasant revolt in the history of Gojjam including the study
area.?®® This was because of three reasons. The first was related to the re-imposition of the
exempted taxes by the central government in 1959. The second was the traditional right of the
church regarding collection of taxes from their gult was lifted, and in their place government
officials were appointed to collect charges and protecting peace and security as well as orders
over the parish. The third was the announcement of the introduction of Agricultural Income

Tax.2®

During the rule of Ddjjazmc Sihaye opposition from peasants related to tax was reached its
highest peak in Gojjam. There were serious questions to the Emperor against the governor
general of the province. But, no change had been brought about and the system of taxation
continued without modification. Muslims and craftsmen tenants were expected to pay income

tax. All tax payers should pay the expected tax personally.?*

In 1967, the government announced a proclamation that annoyed the Gojjames. Because, the
Proclamation no.255 of 1967 abolished the asrat (tithe) and peasants were forced to pay tax
based on their agricultural income.The new tax was aimed at increasing the government’s
revenue from land. The decree officially repudiated the asrat tax payment and cancelled the
three categories of land taxation identified with 14m, 1am-zif and fdf, respectively.”** To carry

out the new tax decree assossor committees, one from the Ministry of Finance and two elders

207 Informants, Komos Abba Gabri Igziabher NdcLédbase Leméanhe and Abba Berhan.

Gizachew, p.34.

Peter Schwab, “Rebellion in Gojjam.....p.251; Nega,”Centralization Versus........ " p.74; Ayele, p.55.

A Proclamation to provide for the Rural Land Use Payment and Agricultural Activities Income Tax”,
Negarit Gazeta (Proclamation No. 77, January 4, 1976), p.25; Eshetu Chekole, Under Development in Ethiopia
(Addis Ababa: Ossrea, 2000), pp.66-67.; Gizachew, p.32.

21 peter Schwab,p.250.; Gebru,pp.178-179
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from the local people were assigned. However, the estimators faced strong opposition from

the peasants®*.

The 1967 tax decree decided that an annual 1.50 Birr tax per head to be paid. This was the
immediate factor for the beginning of open peasant uprising against the government in the
province of Gojjam.?"® The peasants speculated that the government was not willing to haltits
repeated campaign of introducing new kinds of taxations. This anxiety of the agrarians can
clearly explain by the following prose: &€ 1C hAag®a APMe avf x9PA (in this year we are
expected to pay 1.50 Birr and in the next years we will be asked 150.00). Because of this,
the peasants of Gojjam refused to accept the newly introduced tax. For almost two years, the
peasants had spent resisting the execution of the new tax, locally called Ydber Kihamesaw

Torenat (war of one Birr and fifty cents).?*

Until the beginning of 1968, there was no strong peasant organization in the province.
Despite little opposition, however, the land assessment was continued.?*> However, according
to the testimony oforal informants, because of repeated opposition and inefficiency of the
assessors themselves, the task of assessment was not fully achieved in the areas adjacent to

the Somma Mountain, Coqa massif and Liaméin.

Subsequently, the characteristics of the challenge of the peasants changed to rebellion,
particularly in the areas of Mota and Damot. On 7 February 1968 rebels from Mota and
Damot awrajas met at the Azwari River and took an Oath not to stand with the government
in front of priests. After this oath was taken peasants choose their district and sub-district

leaders. They also agreed to move and into the neighboring awrajas to dissuading against the

212 Gizachew, p.38; Peter Schwab, p.251.

Ayele Tariku, p.57.
Informants, Emmahoye, Selanat, Balaye and Mdrgeta Walalaw.

Informants, Nabara, Mdrgeta Waladlaw, NédcLdbashLemanhe and Emmahoye Selanat
216, -
Ibid.
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new decree. As a result the resistance spread into neighboring awrajas of Bahir Dar, Bi¢éna

and Débra Marqos.217

At the end of February, representatives of peasant from Bicdna, Bahir Dar, Ddbra Marqos,
Mota and Damot awrajas met at a place called Felfela Meda which was located between the
boundary of Sennane and Bibune. This was one of the biggest and well known Scngo (lit.
Summon) in the history of Gojjame in which above 4000 peasants attended from the above

mentioned awrajas.?*®

The participants discussed issues related to the New Agricultural Income Tax, administrative
problems and unwillingness of Emperor Haile Sellassie | to listen to their grievance. Finally,
they ignored the new proclamation and determined to get solution through armed struggle.
They also believed that the New Agricultural Tax was contrary to their traditional land
holding system. They justified that the Emperor was making grounds to introduce Qalad

system in Gojjam.?*®

The atmosphere changed beginning from the 9 March 1968, when a small incident in Déabra
Marqos district occurred in the village of Awabel after the villagers attempted to halt the
measurement and forced the assessors to leave the area. The committee included Ayélew
Késeqes (the governor of Yadwarate Meketel Wirdda in Awabel Wirdda), and its officers
Cane Bazzey and Yezingaw Firddi. The provisional governor ordered Fitawrari Damessie
Alameraw, the governor Bi¢dna awraja, to mobilize a group of militia to Awabel. Then the
militia plundered property and captured seventy men. Fifty-six of them were later sentenced

to prison.?*

*YGebru, Ethiopia: Power ...... pp.178-179.; Peter Schwab, p.251.

Abay, p.63.
Y 1bid.
% Daniel, pp312-313
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On 6 April 1968, more than three thousand rebels from the adjacent awrajas moved towards
Mingisto (an area inthe Endmay wdrdda), to free the prisoners and to punish Déamisie
Alamriw. Before they reach Maingesto, the peasants faced a combined force from the
Territorial Army, the Police and regular troops. After a serious fighting, the rebels retreated

back to Féilégé.221

It was after this clash that the government sent a commission to assess and look the problem.
At the same time, representatives of the rebels presented their problems to the Emperor both
orally and in writing in Addis Ababa. They informed him of their pain under corrupt
governors and militia. They requested for better governance, better health, educational, and
transport facilities and wanted the stopping of tax assessment. The Emperor, however, was

not pleased with such boldness and rejected their demand.??

According to the testimony of oral informants, the revolt continued. Bamlaku Ayele (the
leader of peasant revolt in the study area) and Fitawrari Dammise fought in several battles in
which both the government and the peasant forces suffered heavy causalities.?”® However, at
this critical point a committee which included Dejjazmac¢ Yamané and Abune Margos were
sent to Bi¢dna and Mota. They begged the rebels to stop uprising and destruction of

villages.?**

Subsequently, in August 1968 Ddjjazmc Sihaye and most of the Awraja governors including
Fitawrari Dammise were removed from power. Then, on August 8, 1968 the Emperor

announced general pardon for the rebellions and peasants were made free from all penalties

221Markakis, p.382; Gebru, Ethiopia: Power........ p.179

Informants, Komose Abba Gabra Igziabher, Nac Ldbash Lemanhe and Samma.

223Informants, Taddéssa, Tajja and Ndc Ldbash Lemanhe.

24 Temesgen Gebeyehu, “The History of 1968/69 Peasant Uprising in Eastern Gojjam with Particular
Reference Mota and Bicana” ( B.A Thesis, Department of History, Bahir Dar University,2001),p.26Daniel.314;
Ayele,p. 60.
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for past failure to pay tax.”” When the news of the removal of Séhayu and his officials

reached in Gojjam, the public expressed their joy and slang through the following traditional

poems.

aoA@. PYB9° (@ X177 Li AaTo-

U0 Al AT $F UL @MAT-::22°

Oh praises, to all the Gojjamé

On July 16, the sun rose for you [Ddjjazmaé Siahiye removed from Gojjaml].
L£9°0 £710L APTP°

0che 0¥ 5

A-NAY A-NANY QeoMR. 282272

Let Dames collect stone, let Sahﬁyu fetch water

Because you were the ones who charged challenges to yourselves.

(FGAL T Q9°AN: (LOPL¢-

L0 RAPPLD. QAN AL AL :*2°

When Bamelaku sang a war song at Be¢dna

DimmesAlameraw was alarmed too much.

The above couplet indicates the happiness of the people of Gojjam encompassing Endmay
wdrdda by the actions taken by the government and the removal of the governor general of
the province.

In May 1969 the Emperor visited Gojjam and landed on the towns like Mota, Bi¢éna,
Qéranyo Mértula Mariam, and Dabrd Wirq. He gave awards and medals, which was aimed
to appease the gentry and the clergy. To show his pardon the Emperor appointed the leader of
peasants’ revolt in Ldmcan (Ddjjazmacé Ayala Taddessd) as the governor of Bi¢dna awraja.
Bamlaku Ayele the revolt leader in the district of Mota and Bi¢dna was also appointed as a

vice governor of Yena¢ Meketel Wiirdda (in Bi¢ina awraja).??

225Nebiyu, pp80-82; Daniel p.315: Abebe, p.39.

Informants Emmahoye Manayase,Ndc LdbasSe Lemanhe, Taddadssde and Lawoya
Informants, Abba Berhan, Taddassa and Ndc Ldbash Lemanhe Ladwoya.

2 1bid.

229 Abebe, p.39, Ayale, p.60: Informants, Nabard, Sdmma and Lawoye.
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CHAPTER THREE

ENAMAY WARADA DURING THE DARG PERIOD

3.1 The New Government and Its Challenges

In the early 1970s, there was a wide spread revolt in Ethiopia against the imperial regime.
Maladministration, rise of oil price, the poor living condition of the army, the Wollo famine, the
introduction of Educational Sector Review, rampant poverty and corruption in the government, forced
peasants, students, the army, taxi drivers, trade unions, and teachers to stand against Haile
Selassie’s regime. They also accused the regime of failure to introduce reforms to bring
political, economic and social progress. Generally, the 1974 uprising was the result of

accumulated grievance and popular dissatisfaction against Emperor Haile Selassie’s rule.?*°

In February 1974, a popular uprising against the government of Haile Selassie had reached its
highest peak and the overthrow of the regime became only a matter of time.The main
question was who would rule the country next? Would political parties or the army or others
take the power? One presumption was that, the militarywouldreturn to its garrison by giving
political power to the civilians? In fact, by then some parties lik All- Ethiopian Socialist
Movement (Meison) and Ethiopian Peoples Revolutionary Party (EPRP) were formed.?"

However, these political parties lacked organization to challenge the government Haile

Selassie.?®?

230 Andargachew Tiruneh, The Ethiopian Revolution, 1974-1987:A Transformation from

Aristocracy to Totalitarian Autocracy (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1993), pp. 34-35;Christopher
Clapham, Transformation and Continuity in Revolutionary Ethiopia (New York: Cambridge
University Press, 1988), p.38; Tefera Haile Sellase, The Ethiopian Revolution 1974-1994: From Monarchical
Autocracy to a Military Oligarchy (London: Kepan Paul International. 1997), pp. 87-89; and Alganhe, p. 39;
Abay Dagne, p.60; and Fakada, pp.59-60.

231CIapham, pp.41-46; and Fakada, p. 60.
Ottawa Marina and David Ottawa, Ethiopia: Empire in Revolution (New York: Africana, 1978), p. 1; Bahru
Zewde, A History of Modem Ethiopia,1855-1991( Addis Ababa: Addis Ababa University Press, 2002) ,p. 226;
Clapham, p. 40; and Andargachew Tiruneh, pp. 34,6
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On 28 June 1974, representatives from military units officially formed the Darg (committee).
The establishment of the Ddrg before the formal overthrow of the emperor brought a kind of
diarchy rule in Ethiopia. In fact, the diarchy rule could not last for a long period of time as the
Emperor was overthrown once and for all on 12 September 1974. During the diarchy period
the Darg carried out propaganda campaign to discred it the Emperor until he was arrested and
deposed.”

The end of Emperor Haile Selassie’s administration in September 1974 brought the end toits
formal and informal administrative structures at the grass root level. Particularly, after the
Ddrg embraced the title Provincial Military Administrative Council (PMAC) and accepted
full political control on 15 September 1974, drastic changes took place in regulatory patterns

all over Ethiopia.?**

In the Endmay Wirdda, the establishment of the Provisional Military Government and the
end of the Imperial regime had created a sense of pleasure and hope among the oppressed and
the dissatisfied peoples. The workers and the peasants, who were disadvantaged in the past
hoped for further gains from the revolution, and enthusiastically stand on the side of the
revolution. Because the oppressed people in Endmay Wirdda anticipated equality, liberty and

distribution of land from the new administration.?®

The new government began arresting higher officials of the imperial regime in the study area
and announced that, the higher officials of Haile Selassie’s regime should surrender to the
newly appointed government officials. In response to this warning, some officials of the
district surrendered peacefully and were thrown into prison. However, some of the wanted

men were not willing to surrender. One of the wanted individuals in the district was, Bamlaku

233Setegn, p. 236; Alganhe, pp.39-40.
3% Dawit Wolde Giorgis, Red Tears: War, Famine and Revolution in Ethiopia (Trento: The Red Star Press Inc,
1989),p.16.
235Informants, Taddasa, Abba Caru Naé Labash Lemianhe and Ismail Abibaw.
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Ayéld who was at the beginning a peasant revolt leader, and later, promoted to the rank of
Meketel wirdda governor during the imperial regime. In addition to Bamlaku, Bantie
Endalfir, Wubale Tdgidnu, Basazeniw Gobidna, AtnafuYilma, Cane Alamrew, and Taye
Tirunhe were among the renowned anti-Ddrgrebel leaders in Endmay wdrdda and its

surroundings.?*®

Bamlaku Ayild, in collaboration with Fitawrari Terfe Rdta who was ex- governor of Gonca
wdrdda and Mota awraja respectively began to protest against the Ddrg. Bamlaku and
Fitawrari Terfe organized peasants of Be¢dna, Mota Awraja and the nearby districts stood
against the Ddrg. They were able to win the support of the massesand initially they had

managed to score victory over their opponents.?*’

In 1975, the rebel groups under Fitawrari Terfe Rita, Bamlaku Ayald, Bantie Endalfér, and
Mikondnen Méngistu from Mota and Be¢dna Awraja attacked Becéna, and killed a number
of civilians most of them were Muslims. Because, the rebels believed Muslims of the district
supported the military government. For a short period of time, the insurgents controlled the
area from Mota district up to Muga River. Then, the victory of rebels caused a great shock

and disappointment on the new government.?*®

On January 13, 197 E.C, the awraja governor, Mihari Yohannes and local militias under the
leadership Lieutenant AtnafuYilma and Molla Maingistu from Yardze and Maéngistu
respectively attacked the rebel force at a place of Méngisto, (in Endmay wdrdda). Then, rebel
forces retreated to Gurezam, in Endmay wdrdda.After one day of fighting the rebels were

defeated at Gurezam and left Endmay wdrdda.>**According to my informants, the victory of

236 Informants, Sama and Ndc¢ Ldbash Lemanhe

Ibid, Alganhe, p.41, Temesgen, “Peasant Resistance to Ethiopian Revolution: the Case of Gojjam, 1975-
1978”. (MA Thesis, Department of History, Addis Ababa University, 2005). p. 17; and informants, Tadasa, Abba
Caru, Sima and NG¢ Labash Lemianhe.
Z: Abiba, Taddss, Abba Ciru, Sama, and Na¢ Labash Leménhe
Ibid.
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Gurezam had two consequences. First, it led to the withdrawal of Terfe Rita and his
supporters from Endmay wdrdda. This enabled the pro-Ddrg militias to concentrate their
struggle in the Mota awraja. Secondly, the victory was a crushing blow to the fighting moral

of the anti- Drg struggle in the wirdda.**

In November 1975, anti- revolutionary leaders such as, Ndc¢ Ldbase Mdto Aldga Manay
Adamu, Ato Wubale Tégianu, Mdto Alika Basazeniw Gobina, Lieutenan AtnafuYilma, Ato
Cane Alamrew, Gerazmac Taye Tirunhe, Fitawrari Gilaw Tasale and Ato Ald Ayile and
their followers got pardon from the Ddirg regime ( see Appendix,3).2*' However, the pardon
of Wubale Téginu was temporary because he continued his struggle against the military

regime immediately after he got the pardon.?*?

Concerning the political circumstance of the time in Endmay and its surroundings, it was
mystifying for the administration to perceive the people’s interest for a moment.Higher
authorities of the government were inquisitive to know what was going on in the area. In
some Qdbdlles of Endmay wdrdda and its surrounding, there was reliable mass gathering by
a significant number of people. Nevertheless, it was difficult for the security to easily get
adequate information about the agenda of these gatherings. All these things obliged the
government to survey the purpose of the gathering in particular and the society in general

through different mechanisms.?*?

To this end, the administration sent the so called Mdldyo lebas (men in uniform) and Ndc
Ldbase (local militia) in the area under study. Both of them had the obligation to preserve

peace and order within the area. They had also the obligation to assess the day to day

240Informants, Abba Caru, Ababa, Sama and Néc Libash Lemanhe

A Letter from Ato Mangasa Wareknhe (the Governor of Gojjam Province) to Mé&hari Yohannis (the
Governor of Bi¢dna Awraja, Hidar 15, 1968 E.C., F.B.A.A.C. no Folder No 11, no File No.

%2 A Letter from Yeminu Lakew (the governor of Endmay Wdrdda) to Ato
Ab&ba Alamnéahe (the Chairman of Endmay Wdrdda Peasant Association),Mdskdrdm, 15, 1971 E.C.D. M. U. A.
C, Folder No. 29/11,File No. 051, See also Appendix, 4.
243 Informants, Ndce Lidbash Lemanhe, Tadasa, Abba Ciru, Sima and Mdrgeta Walslaw.
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activities of the people in those suspected gdbdlles where hidden gatherings had been taking
place. The security forces were requested to report such engagements of the people in their

respective surroundings to the nearby higher authorities as soon as possible.?**

Apart from this, the administration requested each government official in the study area
including the wdrdda administers, to travel in each portion of the area where such issues were
observed to settle all the issues. In the meantime, this group of people started discussions

with the local population and tried to raise their political awareness.*®

In the year 1975, in the study area there was an open assembly and the issues were basically,
about illiteracy campaign, the philosophy of Ethiopia First, the establishment of different
associations (like peasant association, service cooperatives, agricultural producers
cooperatives and etc., as well as their relevance and the significance of what the

administration called Ethiopian socialism.?*

3.2 The Formation of Peasant Association in Enimay Wirdida

During the military regime the name wdrdda and awraja were maintained while the title
Tiklay Gezat was replaced by Kefle Hager. Besides, the internal structure and the
administrative staffs were also changed.?*” Furthermore, the power which was casually vested
on the hands of gult owner (local rulers) was taken over by the Qdbdlle Peasant Association
(QPAs).2**Based on the March 1975 decree, the PMAC removed most of the previous district
governors from power and supplanted them with new authoritative staff prepared with new

socialist philosophy.?*°

**Ibid.
> Ibid, Alula, p.99.
Informants, Abdba and Mdrgeta Waladlaw
Cohen and Koehn, pp.276-277.
Dassalegn Rahmato, Agrarian Reform in Ethiopia (Uppsala: the Scandinavia Institute of African Studies,
1984), p. 78.
9 cohen and Koehn, pp. 278-279; and Adane, p.56.
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Before 1975, the power of administration and tax collection at the village level was vested on
a single person. However, after 1975 this authority was shared among a committee member
individual of the QPAs. Following the March 1975 land reform proclamation, many QPAs
were founded in different part of the country. Each QPA had a chosen administration that was
expected to maintain law and order, implement the government land use directives, settling
debates, enhancing development programs such as, conservation of land and water; building
of schools, health centers, construction of road and cooperatives. In addition, organization of
defense squad and collecting taxes were also the tasks of the QPA administrators. Amid the
early years of the administration when the PMAC was active in the urban centers, peasant

associations played a central role in suppressing rural disturbance®*°

In February 1975, Balamba Ras Awokéa Mulusdw, the last imperial governor of the Endmay
wdrdda was expelled from power and replaced by Mussie Tédla. Even though, the
administrative personnel in the awraja including the governor were replaced by new
authoritative personnel with new socialist ideology, the rural localities in the district were still
managed by the previous administrative personnel. In addition, most of the peasants had
social and financial relations with the former local rulers or the gult owners. Because of this,
when the participants of the early 1975 campaign (Development Through Cooperative
Campaign) arrived to the locality to teach the peasantry about the benefit of the
transformation, they were not enthusiastically welcomed by them. Therefore, initially
peasants were significantly impacted by them more than the instruction given by the
members of the campaign.®®* Hence, the presence of strong socio-economic ties between the

previous local rulers and the peasantry had seriously affected the foundation of PAs.

230 Adane, p.56; and informants, Yitayew Almaw, Ayalew Mamo, and Ab&ba

21 Informants, Bilay , Abba Caru, and Abba Sama
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However, in spite of the challenges of the resistance groups, the campaigners succeeded in

their task of building up QPAs within the area by the beginning of 1977.%>

According to testimony of oral informants, even after the foundation of the QPAs and
implementation of the land reform, the former local rulers kept on extricate tribute from
peasants. Hence, local administration in the Endmay wdrdda, in the years between 1975 and
1977 was characterized by disorder because of the struggle between the former local rulers
and the new revolutionary peasants that were baptized with the ideology of socialism. As a
result, there was no effective administration during the first four years of the Ddrg rule in
Lamcédn, Miankorkoya, Yékdbdhdna, Yéatdmbe, Sdkédla and EndédSent gdbdlles of Endmay

e ee 2
wiirdda®™®

In early 1978, after the foundation of a Revolutionary Development Committee (RDC) in the
Endmay wdrdda, a total of sixty three Qdbdlle Peasant Associations were set up and 10486
peasants were registered as members of their respective gdbdlles. Ato Abebe Alimnhe was
appointed as the chairman of the Peasant Associations of Endmay wdrdda. The following
table shows number of gdbdlles and other administrative organs in Bec¢dna awraja during the

Diirg period.?*

252/bid,' Mengistu, p.71; Adane, p, 57.

233 Informants, N&bara , Bilay and Abba Ciru,
Yd Bicdna Awraja YdAratu Wérddawoc Astddadédrawi Mdwagir Tir, 1979, Former Bicdna Awraja Archive
Center, Folder no. 3, no file No. See also Appendix, 5.
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No. | Wardda No. of | No. of | No. of Judicial | No. of Defense | Members of
QPAs in the | administrative | Tribunals squad QPAs in the
Wardda committee in | (Ferede Committee in | Wirdda
the Wiirdida Séingo) the Wiirdida
in the Wirdda
1 Endmay 63 441 315 770 10486
2 Daébay Tilat Gine | 61 441 315 779 13568
3 Enarge Enawga 69 483 345 760 14445
4 | Sdbal Bérinta 63 413 295 590 8041
256 1778 1270 2899 46540

Table 3. 1. Qdbdlles and other administrative organs in Be¢ina Awraja.

Even though, the March 1975 land reform decree conceived the foundation of the peasant
associations, it was decree No.71lof 1975 that provided a legal personality for their
organization and solidification throughout the country. According to this announcements, the
most authoritative organ of the QPAs were the General Assembly, the Executive Committee
and the Defense Committee which later became subordinate to the Executive Committee and
the Judicial Tribunals. The highest decision making organ of the QPAs was the General
Assembly.?® In each QPAs it was the Executive Committee which included the chairman,
the treasury, the secretary, the chairman of the defense squad and one individual responsible

for social things that used powerful control over the peasantry.?®

During the implementation of the land reform in the Endmay wdrdda, the committee
members distributed most of the fertile land for their relatives and the rich peasants whereas

the infertile land was allocated to the poor. Therefore, according to the testimony of oral

»>Négarit Gazéta, Proclamation No. 71, 1975, No. 15, December 14, 1975.

Getie Galaye, Peasants and the Ethiopian State: Agricultural Producers’ Cooperative and its Reflection in
Oral Poetry: A Case Study of Yetnora East Gojjam, 1975-1991 ( Hamburge: Lit Verge Munster, 200),pp. 71-72
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informants in the early stages the committee individuals of each QPAs were engaged more in
collecting bribes than in the maintenance of law and order in their districts. Besides, the
committee individuals used their authoritative power to assist their relatives and to assault
their opponents. Thus, the peasants communicated their disappointment with the committee

individuals as follow:

AEFY h@PF D7 1ePCm s
ey ANG NAF7 Blna::
I voted for the committee by raising my hand
But, he cut my fingers by sharpening the knife
Réta pobta. Qthhd Oé:
Favime-AY N19o7, g™
Take care! You committee members
You should better work fairly
Otherwise you will be slain by Mingestu’s sword [punishment]
Regardless of many problems observed in the wdrdda during the implementation of land
reform, however, the former landless peasants were happy by the new land reform introduced
by the Ddrg and they applauded the land distribution by composing the following poems

against the former gultowners.

?aog+ hOCE A9°Ahv P75V

gt KILAPT +0dLav:: P

Land nobles let God give you stability

Your land has been measured as if it was a stock

After 1978, however, the administration capacity of each QPAs was reinforced with the

foundation of the Revolutionary Development Committee (RDC). This committee took

237 Informants, Emahoy Seldnat, Abdba and Biyazen Berhane

24 1bid.
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serious measures against the dormant and corrupt QPA leaders and supplanted them with
others who were trusted by the district governors and were loyal to the military government.
Following the foundation of the RDC in the district, better and competent leaders were

chosen in each QPA%®,

Later on, the local administration as well as the participation of peasants in the
administration significantly improved. The administrative functions of the QPAs, in the
study area played a critical part acting as a link between the peasantry and the central
government.?® Truly speaking, those common administrative functions of the government
such as tax collection, adjudication and maintenance of law and order were conducted
through QPAs in collaboration with the Qdbdlle Judicial Tribunal (QJT), Wirddadudicial
Tribunal (WJT), Wirdda Peasant Association (WPA) and other local branches. All things
considered, the QPA played a critical part as a bridge between the wdrdda governors in
whom the last formal administrative authority of the central government was vested on the

peasantry.

According to Proclamation No.71 of 1975, each QPAs had the right to administer their
respective localities, they were engaged in the establishment of Judicial Tribunals and
Defense Squad to settle debates.?®® The Defense Squad which afterward got to be a
subordinate to the executive committees was engaged in addressing security issues within the
Wdrdda. Meanwhile, the QPAs were permitted to setup their own militia to defend the
security of their particular locales. They were given military trainings and political agitations

at the town of Becéna. Afterwards, along with the QPA leaders, they began to carry out their

259 Informants, Ababa, Yitaydw and Biyasmer Getie
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authoritative capacities. Most of the time, they escorted the QPA leaders when they moved
from place to place to chase criminals. Besides, they constrained the peasantry to pay
government charges, to work on the cultivate lands of the QPA leaders as well as in their
private land as well. The militiamen of each QPA also took an active part in military

enrollment which was carried out all through the locality.?®®

The Qdbdlle Judicial Tribunal (QJT) as an organ of each QPA also held an imperative place
in locale administration. It listened not only cases including members of the organization but
also issues relating violation of the QPA rules and regulations. However, complicated issues

were passed to the Wirdda Judicial Tribunal (WJT) or the Wiirdda Regular Court (WRC)?*

Generally, the QPAs under Wirdda Peasant Association (WPA) which had a coordinating

power played critical part in the administration of populace at the grassroot levels.?®®

3.3 Cooperative Societies in the Enamay Wirdda

One of the first purposes of the foundation of Peasant Associations, as indicated in the
“Peasant Association Organization and Consolidation Proclamation No. 71 of 1975” was to
form cooperative societies that would help to improve the productive capability of peasants
and resistingthe influence of individual merchants and their ‘exploitation’ through organized
efforts.?®® The sodality of co-operative societies was also part of the ten year project of East
Gojjam Administration which had begun in 1977 E.C.**" From these cooperatives,
Agricultural Producer Cooperatives, Service Cooperatives and Artisan Cooperatives were the

three major cooperatives founded in the Endmay wdrdda. 268

263 Informants, Biyasmer, Abdba and Yitayew.

Ibid, Adane, p.61; and Mengistu, p.105.
Abay, p.77; informants, Biyasmer, Ababa and Yitayew.
266Mengistu, p.55; and Nigarit Gazéta, “Peasant Associations Organization and Consolidation Proclamation
No. 71, 1975”.
267Fakada, p.75.
Informants, Ismail, Abdba and Lawoye.
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3.3.1Agricultural Producer Cooperatives

PAs were allowed to organize Agricultural Producer Cooperative societies and, APCs were
organized by volunteer peasants with the objective of rising farming productivity by
employing shared means of production. Some of the main tasks of the APCs were to "control

and manage the meansof production under the mass”®.

In fact, the organization of the APCs was not clearly indicated by the March1975 land
reform proclamation and they were not shaped until announcement No. 138 that was issued
on 3 March 1978. The decree, however, defined the objectives for collectivization and given

legitimate authority for the foundation of cooperative societies.?”

The government accepted that the collectivization of APCs would be a solution for
extraordinary fracture of land and means of eliminating all form of oppressions in the
countryside. The chairman of each APC moreover served as a chairman of their individual
QPAs. In any case, the administration was not in favor of the geldsdb (those peasants who
were not interested to be a part of producers).In some QPAs the fertile land of geldsdb

peasants were taken by the producers and in return they were given a less productive land.?"

According to testimony of oral informants, some Peasant Associations in Endmay wdrdda
were not willing to form Agricultural Producer Cooperatives. This was because of the lack of
interest among farmers to share outputs with others. It is evident that in group works, there is
a distance in volume and interest among farmers. Some peasants might work intensively

while others might not. Some peasants are prompt and work actively while others are not.

269NéigaritGéizeta, Proclamation No. 71 of 1975; Dessalegn, “Agrarian Change and Agrarian Crisis: State and

Peasantry in the post- Revolution Ethiopia”, Journal of the International African Institute, Vol.63. No.1 (1993),
p.41; Getachew Senshaw, "House hold Access to Farmland and Socio-Economic Status: The Case of Waneqa
Qabale”, Gozamin Wdrdda (East Gojjam), Amhara Region," (MA Thesis, Department of Social Anthropology,
Addis Ababa University: 2003), pp. 50-5I: Setegn, p.313.

270Néigarit Gazeta “A Proclamation to Provide for the Establishment of Cooperative Society, (Proclamation
No.138, March 3, 1978)

27 Adane, pp. 61-62; informants,Biyazen, Liwoye, Sima and Abba Céru
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However, whatever of such differences, the Agricultural Producer Cooperatives members

share the outputs equally.?"

The Peasant Associations that had set up Agricultural Producer Cooperatives in Endmay
wdrdda were Dima, Wera, Sebiatam-Ga¢amua, Yitimbe, Gutira, Bi¢ina, Déber, Yilemate,
Hibrit Amba, Zibée, and EndidSent. Among these Agricultural Producer Cooperatives, role
model in terms of its yield and fund was the Dima Agricultural Producers Cooperative. It was
located existed on a fertile plain area and produced different vegetables and cereals,

particularly Teff.?"

However, the members of the APCs had deep- rooted problems. They lacked mechanism of
regulating their budget and expenses. As a result, those who misused the budget were not
penalized. Although some members got training in accounting and home economics, most of
them were not eager to work on the area in which the government assigned them.?’* Besides,
no incentives were given for those who worked hard and contributed a lot in the works of the
APCs. On the other hand, individuals whose participationsin APCs were very small got equal
share with the active participants. 2> Therefore, when the “command economic policy” of the
government was replaced by the so called ‘mixed economy’ during the last period of the
military rule, most of the members were not worried. Finally, following the introduction the
mixed economic policy, the government allowed them to abolish their organizations if they

wished to do so. As a result, many Agricultural Producer Cooperatives were abolished.

272 Informants,Biyazen, Hasden Ahmed, and Lawoye

Pibid.
"|nformants, Ayalew,Ab3ba and Hassin

P Ibid, Fakada, p.77
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Hence, 189 Agricultural Producers Co-operative Societies were disbanded in East Gojjam

before the end of 1980s.2"®

3.3.2 Service Cooperatives in the Enamay Wirdda

According to the proclamation No. 71 of 1975, peasants were allowed to form Service
Cooperatives. The announcement states that Service Cooperatives should be established at
least by 3 and at most 10 PAs. Their purpose was to deliver services to its members. SCs
were expected to relive member associations from private merchant abuse on commodity

price.?’”’

Accordingly, in Endmay Wirdda Service Cooperatives like Hiberdte Amba, Bi¢dna -Déber,
and Dima were established. In this Service Cooperative shops, consumer products such as
sugar, coffee, umbrella, exercise books, blanket, cloth, pen, soap, nail, salt and others were
sold to SC members at prices less than that of private merchants. SCs of Endmay wdrdda
brought these goods from the Ethiopian Domestic Distribution Corporation (EDDC) branch

found at the town of Biéina.?"®

Following the foundation of cooperatives, farmers were ordered to sell their agricultural
productivity to cooperatives, but it was not obligatory. However, after a while, the
government started to intrude in grain marketing service of cooperatives. This brought,

Cooperatives became government grain producing centers.?”

In the year 1978/79 the military government introduceda quota system, in which farmers

were urgedto vend their agricultural produce by a fixed amount to the Service Cooperatives

7oy Meseraq Gojjam Astadaddr Akababi Seheféit Bét, Bd-astadadir Erekan Kefefel Mekeneyat Bétatafu

Wirddawoc¢ Yitédkasdtutin Cegero¢ Bétdmdldkétd Yétdzdgajd Tenatawi Report, Dabra Marqos, Nahasé,
1982E.C, pp.35-37.

277ngarit Gazeta, Proclamation No. 71 of 1975.

Informants, Biyazen, Hasden, Yitayew and Ladwoye.
Ibid; and Ayalew
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every year’®. Then, in Enéimay wirdda, peasants were classified in to three categories for the

share or quota system imposition. Accordingly, first category of peasants were obliged to
deliver at list five quintals, the second group of peasants were obliged to sell at list three

quintals, and last category of peasants were forced to sell at list one quintal of grain.?*

The committees of each Peasant Associations together with the government agrarian
representatives set the sum of grain that the peasantry were required to offer to Service
Cooperative shops. When the peasants failed to offer their grain share at the desired time,
they were exposed to several problems. Such as, the nearby state militias called Semege could
detain them or confine their oxen. Moreover, the Semeqe, prevented the peasants from
offering their grain in the usual local the markets by controlling the town doors, and
preventing them to induce agricultural inputs like fertilizers and certified selected seeds.?*
Finally, because of the introduction of the mixed economic policy in 1990, the grain share
was nullified and peasants were permitted to sell their grains at the open market unreservedly,

and the Service Cooperatives were ceased to operate.”®

Similarly, the military government had also introduced a program of Artisan Cooperative
Services. The Artisan Cooperative Services were founded following the launching of the
Edegdt Bdhebrdt Zdamddéd. During the campaign, the government announced workers of Mill,
woodwork, metal work, weaving, baking and garmenting were asked to get organized into

one organization based on their talents.?®

280lbid; Setegn, p. 317.

Informants, Nabara, Abba Céru, Hasden and Emahoy Selénat.
282, .
Ibid.
283Desalegn Rahmato, “Agrarian Change and Agrarian Crisis: State and Peasantry in the Post Revolutionary
Ethiopia,” In Bahru Zewdeet’als (eds.), Proceedings of the 11" International Conference of Ethiopian Studies,
Addis Ababa, April 1-6, 1991. Vol. Il (Addis Ababa: AAUP, 1994), p.47.
284
Fakada,p.78
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In 1978 attempts had been made to organize the artisans in the center of the wdrdda. Then,
one garment and one weaving associations were organized. The garment association included

117 males and 13 women garment workers.?®

However, studies carried out on SCs in East Gojjam Zone indicate that, shortage of budget
had prevented the SCs to work with their full potential, and there was also a problem in
financial management and lack of awareness. Besides, the appointment of dishonest and

corrupted officials killed the moral of workers and made the SCs non profitable.?®

285
286

Informants, T4ja Mazingya and, Ab&b4, See also Appendix, 6.
Abay, p.80.
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3.2.2 Villagization

Villagization program was one of ‘crucial programs’ launched by the military government
aimed at strengthening the economy of Ethiopia.”®’ The program started after July 1985. The
program had a wide variety of targets. Among these were to encourage appropriate land use
and resource distribution; to allow easy access of developmental services and building
infrastructures to the rural population; to assure collective and individual security; and to
amplify and improve cooperative societies that existed in the rural areas. “**At the beginning,
the program was prepared without the involvement of peasants. Ideas and interests of
peasants were not taken into consideration. The program was rather executed by wdrdda and
awraja high ranking officials.?®

In 1985 the military government proceeded to force the implementation of villagization in the
country. During the implementation of the program, the government made a relentless effort
toobligethe peasantstosettlein new areas and the program was undertaken by the guidance of
a governmental agency known as the Agricultural Development Office.*®*

According to the testimony of oral informants, the government, particularly, the so called
Agitation and Propaganda Committee tried to persuade the society about the program by
magnifying its importance. To this end, in the Endmay wdrdda, villagiation sites were

choosen and the process of the resettlement was startedin 1985. However, most of the settlers

were strongly opposed the program and refused to depart from their previous village, but

287Fekede, pp.78-79

John M.Cohen and Nils- Ivarlsaksson, “Villagisation in Ethiopia’s Arsi Region”, Journal of Modern African
Studies, Vol.25, No.3, 1987, pp. 435-438; Abay, p. 84.

289 Mengistu, pp.56-57; Informants, Abba Tariku Dagnah and Ababa.

Ibid; Addis Zaman“Yamandar Mesrata Behérawi Astababari Comité Madabaria Sibsaba Akahéda”, Sane,
1978
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their attempts were fruitless.Finally, the peasants had been given only three months of
preparation to leave their former villages.?**

In the Endmay wdrdda, different commissions were established to facilitate the program.
Representatives from the Wirdda Workers Party of Ethiopia (WPE); the offices of Finance,
Health, Agriculture, Education, Police and Court were the members of the Wirdda
Villagization Coordinating Committee (WVCC). Besides, mass organizations like, All
Ethiopian Peasant Association (AEPA), Revolutionary Ethiopian Youth Association
(REWA), and Revolutionary Ethiopian Women Association (REWA) were also included in
WVCC.?*2 The WVCC had organized different sub-committees for the purpose of performing
specific works in the program. These sub-committees included Site Selection and Service
Committee, Construction and Materials Committee, Statistics and, Documentation
Committee, Security Committee and Agitation and Propaganda Committee. %%

According to the testimony of oral informants, a selection of newly sites in Endmay wdrdda
was made base on the direction given by the Provincial Villagization Coordinating
Committee (PVCC). Sites were picked on the basis of conduciveness for the resettlement and
easiness for expansion of infrastructural facilities. The selection committee members also
considered the accessibility of building materials and water in the nearby areas. In fact, the
selection committee gave priority for the areas where clinics, SCs and schools were
previously constructed.”®* However, according to my informants, the committee never
considered the ideas and the demands of the settlers regarding the selection and the settlement

program in the Endmay wirdda.”®®

zgllbid; informants,Nasradine , Abba Tariku and Ababa

292 Informants, Mulu Yitayew, Masobiaw Asrase and Abba Tariku
Ibid; Ya Gojjam KefeldHdger Ydgdbdrawdc Mdnddre Meserata Derejtawi Mdwaker ena Yd sera Mdmadriya,
Bahir Dar, 1978E.C, p.51.

294 g Gojjam Kefeld@HdédgerYd Gébdrawdé Médnddre Meserata Yiabota Améraret Mdmézédga Néteboc”, Bahir
Dar Tahesas, 9 1978 E.C, p.19-23; Informants, AbbaBerhan, Masobiaw, and Mulu.

295Informants, Abba Berhan, Masobiaw and Mulu.
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As a result, the program faced stiff resistance from peasants and the expected change could
not occur. From the beginning, the program faced a problem of lack of trained personnel to
implement the agenda coming from the PVCCs and other decrees, like, land distribution and
Literacy campaign. To resolve these problems, peasants picked from PAs and received 10-15
days training at the Adult Training Center. Then, the program was applied for the next four
years since 1985.”®However, the program was not successful because of the failure of the
government to keep its promise of providing financial budget support and sending trained
personals in the newly setup villages.?” Besides, the peasants were also not interested to live
far away from their farming land because their harvest was endangered by wild animals.”®®

Generally, in the Endmay wdrdda, villagization program led to the decline of agricultural
production and, at the end of the 1980s peasants in mass left the new villages and returned to
their previous settlements. Finally, following the ousting of the Ddrg regime in 1991, almost

all the peasants returned to their former homeland.?*®

2% Informants, Abba Berhan, Mulu and Atenafe Zeni

Ibid; Birru Birmeji, ”Villegazation and Rural Transformation in Ethiopia”, (BA Thesis, Department of
Political
Science, Addis Ababa University, 1988), pp. 49-50.

298Informants, Abba Berhan, Atenafe and M&sobiaw; Calpham, pp. 175-178; Mengistu, p.58.
Informants,Abba Berhan, M&sobiaw and Mulu
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CHAPTER FOUR

SOCIO-ECONOMIC DVELOPMENTS IN ENAMAY WARADA

From 1941 to 1991

Even if relative reforms were introduced after thel960s, in the fields of socio -
economic and infrastructural developments that would provide public and private services
for the society was very low in Bi¢dna Awraja in general and Endmay wdardda in

particular.3®

Lack of these services showed that the population of the study area was unprivileged in the
same way as other rural areas from the changes that were carried out. This shows that both
the Imperial and the military governments were giving more attention to the town. Despite

this, relatively some changes came into being during the Darg period. 3
4.1 Educational Service during the Imperial Period (1941 to 1974)

Education is one of the means to combat backwardness and traditional outlooks as well as to
spread modernization through the introduction of modern education. It was during the post-
Adwa period that modern education was introduced and groups of modern intellectuals
started to appear in Ethiopia.*®* The ruling government demanded the establishment of
modern education because the expanding bureaucracy and desired knowledgeable officials

for services in diplomatic fields as well as in the government offices.

300 Tsega Endalew, Conflict Resolution Through Cultural Tolerance: an Analysis of Michu Institution in

Matakal Region, Ethiopia, (Social Science Research Series Report, No.25, 2002), p.3.
301 informants, Belay and Nébara

*%Bahru Zewde, A History of Modern Ethiopia 1855-1991---, p.104
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Therefore, schools were established by the ruling government which was to serve in
producing civil servants.*® Initially, the introduction of modern education goes back to the

opening of Menelik II’s primary school in the year 1908.%%

Following, its introduction the government gave due emphasis for its expansion in a
properly organized manner in the post Italian period. Prior to the beginning of formal
modern education in Ethiopia, church education was mainly dominant in many parts of the

country and it was provided by the clergymen and missionaries.**

The developing modern education was completely cracked during the Italian invasion. After
the withdrawal of Italian from the soil of Ethiopia, the restored government mobilized foreign
scholars to help in modernizing the educational system*% From 1942 and 1952 Education
system of Ethiopia was influenced by the British curriculum. This task was mainly done with
British assistance**” During this period Amharic was the primary language of instruction and
English was taught as a subject from 3™ grade. English has been the language of instruction

since the 5™ grade.3®

Modern education in Bi¢dna awraja and Endmay Wirdda was started in Bi¢dna town in
1943. Teaching was offered by two selected church men, Abba Ménegsetu Enkoye and Liga

Téababte Saga WubSit, who were selected from the monastery of Dima Giyorgis and they

% Meaza Bekele, —A Study of Modern Education in Ethiopia: Its Foundation, its Development, its Future

with
Emphasis on Primary Education, —(Ph.D Dissertation, Colombia: Colombia University, 1996), pp.32-35

3% Bahru Zewde, A History of Modern Ethiopia 1855-1991---, p.108.

305 Mengistu,p. 63.

306 Zeleke,p .22.

Sisay Awgichew, “The Historic Move, Contemporary Challenges and Opportunities in Ethiopian
Education,” International Journal of African and Asian Studies Vol.26 (College of Education and Behavioral
Sciences, Haramaya University, Ethiopia, 2016), p.59.

308 Seyoum Tefera, “Attempts at Educational Reform in Ethiopia: A Top down or a Bottom- up Reform,” The
Ethiopian Journal of Education vol. XVI, No.1(Norwegian Universities, 1996), p.4 and Kidbada Frésanbat,
Zdmdnawi Tmhrt bdqdmd Abyot Ithiopia, Kddhnédt wod Lmat: Iwqdtn Létwld Mastdlaldf (Modern Education in
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Second Edition, No. 7, 2001), p. 13.
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were salaried from government. This year was very important in the history of Bi¢dna awraja
and Endmay Wirdda because it was the time when the first modern education was started in
the study area. Teaching was started in Balamba Ras Téafdra Jamebére’s house with monthly
rent. The 10-birr monthly fee of the house payment was covered by Bi¢dna awraja patriotic
association. During this time the total number of students was 510 and all of them were
males. In 1947 the school was shifted from Balamba Ras Tafdra Jamebare’s home to Bi¢dna
School in 1947. The materials used for classroom instruction were inadequate as there was a
shortage of class room, textbooks, teachers and other teaching aids**® In 1947, the
government assigned Ato Amard Dagu from Debre Marekos as a first director and teacher of
Bic¢dna elementary school. The governments also employ one church man, named Qésd
Géabaz Anténah in the staff. Then the numbers of teachers were reached from 2 to 4 and the

number of students reached to 1520 and most of them were from Bi¢ina town.>*°

During the Imperial period a very small section of individuals were benefited from the
educational system because in 1950s and 1960s the imperial government only focused on the
towns. To motivate the students and the community as well as to increase the number of
students, the government included Geez and ethics in the curriculum. Besides the above, the
imperial government provided incentives such as cloths, soap, packed milk, and sugar, school

materials like pen, exercise book and pencil that had picture of Emperor Haile Selassie.*™

Teachers also thought attractive words that spark education and thought about personal
hygiene. On the other hand, Students who were attracted by the education sang songs to
create awareness in front of the society by traveling to rural areas on the ceremonial days.In
the ceremonial days the students present canticle and poem in English and again in Amharic

in ceremonial days. The society was impressed by the English ability of students. Then, some

3% 7eleke Tegode, p.23, and Archives from East Gojjam Adminstrative Zone Educational Office, 1994

310 1pid
3 Ato Abiba Kibads and Nabara
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parents began to send their child to school voluntarily. Another advertising way was physical

exercise of the students in the anniversary of parental day in a semester.3?

Generally, the imperial government employed educated church men and already educated
students as well as foreign scholars to help in modernizing the educational system of Endmay
wardada. According to my informants, during the period of Haile Sellasie teacher from Harér,
Addis Abeba ( Taféaré Makonan School), Kotdbé teacher training centers, and from Déabra

Marqos, NgusTiklid Haymanot secondary school come to Enimay warada.®*®

Table 4. 1. Number of schools, students and teachers from 1947-1949

Year Number of Number of Number of
school student Teacher

1947 1 20 4

1948 1 55 7

1949 1 87 10

In 1953, the British predominance in the Ethiopian educational system was replaced by
Americans Following this a significant support was received from the American in 1953 and
the curriculum was also completely changed into American educational system. The Imperial
government had agreed with foreign lenders. One of these organizations was SIDA (Swedish
International Development Agency.*'* From 1955 onwards the major bilateral donors to the
Ethiopian educational sector were the United States and Sweden. While USAID was

interrupted during the period of Ddrg, but Swedish assistance to education continued

*2 Ibid
*2 Ibid and Zeleke,pp. 26-27.

*pesta Asayehgn, “Socio-economic and educational reforms in Ethiopia (1942-1974),” correspondence
and contradiction, Paris International Institute for Educational Planning, IIEP Occasional Papers No. 50, 1979, p.
46: Archives from East Gojjam Adminstrative Zone Educational Office, 1994
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throughout the entire period. In many ways SIDA initiated new program area in the
educational sector. For example, SIDA donated about$ 239 396.00 moneys for the
construction of schools in Bi¢4na awraja. (UHNG OOARE7 +-2:8 &:CEF MLFGT AD¢-8 A0
TPUCE AT 0ARLT +¢-2:0 &C8F 0NC 17N $ 239 396.00 ¢+A10 A7 ot £a9° $

34991.97 +aNna. (Debre Markos University Archive Center, Folder No.007).3%°

As sources from Debre Markos University Archive center, Folder No.102 as it said, this
agency had constructed many elementary schools in Bi¢dna awraja. From 1957, the
construction of primary schools was increased in Bi¢dna awraja with the Swedish assistance.
During this year, Hiyilu Yosédéq junior secondary school was reconstructed by the
involvement of the people and the Swidish government. Fitawrari Ddmese Alameraw, (the
Bi¢dna awraja administrator), Ato Seyum Goshu (the agent of ministry of education) as well
as Mister Ospland (the Swedish volunteer service agent) involved in the construction process.
To reconstruct and expand the building of Héyilu Yoséd€q junior secondary school, about
20,000 Ethiopian birr was collected from the society and the remaining 20,000 was financed

from Swedish volunteer service.>'®

In the decade between 1962 and 1974, the government declared universal primary education
and by 1962, the total number of primary schools in Bi¢dna Awraja was 6 from these two of
them are founded in Endmay warédda. In 1974 the number of government schools were

increased to 18 and six of them are founded in Endmay warada .3’

Generally, up to 1974 there were 131 schools in Gojjam province. Among these schools, 18

of them are found in Bi¢dna awrajja. From 18 schools 6 of them were found in Endmay

315 Ethiopian federal democratic educational minister, 2018, p.14 Debre Markos University Archive center,
Folder No.007, File No.@» av 1, Ref.N0.2067

316 Debre Markos University Archive center, Folder No.102, File No. @»/(1-75 Ref No, "1/4/-1084/673/9.

37 Debre Markos University Archive center, Folder No.007, File No.@».an 1, Ref.No0.2067
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warada. From 6 schools 5 of them were elementary schools offered teaching from grad one
to six while the remaining one school was secondary school that was Héyilu Yosédéq School.
In 1958, the Ethiopian Ministry of Education and Art was permitted, Bi¢éna School to be
renamed as Hiyilu Yosédéq. Before its service as a school, the place was used for Italians as

a military camp.3'®
4.2 Educational Service during the Ddrg Period (1974 to 1991)

After the popular revolution of 1974 educational system of Ethiopia completely changed and
became socialist in character. The military regime transferred almost all education and
training institutions to state control. One of the immediate measures taken by the Ddrg
administration was to address the issue of Primary education. Accordingly, on December
20th, 1974, it proclaimed, “education for all.” On the basis of this declaration, universal
primary education in short period of time was started in proportion with available

resources. ™
4.2.1 Literacy Campaign

The most visible reform implemented by the military government in Endmay was literacy
campaign. To accomplish this program, the military governmentused the Urban Dweller
Associations (UDA) in the urban areas and the Qdbdlle Peasant Associations (QPAS) in the
rural areas. The UDA and QPAs played an important role in theliteracy program. They
picked up learners and teachers; they follow upthe day to day activities of the campaigners

and punished the individuals who were not willing to participate in the program.3?°

> Ibid

*® Biadgelign Ademe, “Teacher Involvement in Curriculum Material Evaluation: A Qualitative Case
Study in Secondary Schools of Ethiopia,” (A Thesis Presented in Fulfillment of the Requirements for the
Degree of Doctor of Philosophy in Curriculum Design and Development, Addis Ababa University, 2014),
p.27: Seyoum Tefera, 1996, pp. 7-8.

320 |nformants Abba Berhan, Meshobiaw and Mulu :Zeleke Tegode, p.39.
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On December 20, 1974, the military government announced its policy of, “Education for
AlL” On the basis of this declaration, a campaign of universal primary education was started
quickly based on the available resources. The government also echoed the slogans: Education
for Production; Education for Scientific Inquiry as the general objectives ofeducation in
Ethiopia.***

Following the announcement of the Zdmdca called “Development through Cooperation,
Enlightenment and Working Campaign” (Edgdt Bdhibrdt Yawkdt Ena Ydséra Zdamdca), every
secondary, college, university students and teachers were ordered to take partin the
campaignand they were dispatched to the rural areas all over the country. The objective of the
program was to propagate the philosophy of Ethiopian Socialism, conducting a speedy
literacy campaign, and working hard for the moral, cultural and intellectual development of
the Ethiopian masses.>??. And, the town of Be¢ina was made to be the center of Mota and
Becan awraja zamdca activity.323 Some of the campaigners, who arrived in Becdna, were
Tashomé& Usman, Wodajo Ké&bada, Eyasu Balay, Bélatd Baye and Endalamaw Gébru.

Tasoma Usman appointed as the coordinator of the program in Mota and Begiina awraja®**

Like other parts of the country, the government announced diverse educational program tothe
people of Endmay widrdda. To implement the program, Literacy Campaign Coordinating
Committee (LCCC) was established at the wdrdda andat a national level under the Ministry
of Education (MoE). Ato Gasaw Hibstie was appointed as the chairperson of the LCCC in

Endmay wdrdida and the program was officially started in 1979.%%°

321Seyoum Tefera, “Attempts at Educational Reform in Ethiopia: A Top down or a Bottom up Reform,” The
Ethiopian Journal of Education vol. XVI, No.1 (Norwegian Universities, 1996), pp. 7-8.

322Néigarit Gazeta, "A Proclamation to Provide for Development Through Cooperation, Enlightenment and
Work Campaign”, Proclamation No.ll of 1974; Clapham, pp. 47-49.
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To facilitate the program, the government formed four committees under Ministry of
Education. These were the Placement, Training and Recruitment Committee; Material
Procurement and Distribution Committee; Certification, Data Collection and Supervision

Committee and Aid Coordination and Propaganda Committee.**®

Following the Literacy Campaign, a number of people in the Endmay wdrdda participated in
the program and got basic education. For instance, in 1971E.C 18,792 students were
registered in the program. From these, 9884 of them were women, which account 52.6%. The
following table shows the number students registered to participate in summer program in the

wiéirdda in 1971E.C.%%'

Age of students Sex
M F T
Below 10 years 315 410 |725

From 10-19 years 1747 | 1807 | 3554
From 20-29 years 2478 | 3334 | 5812
From 30-39 years 2043 | 2177 | 4220
From 40-49 years 1340 | 1285 | 2625
From 50-59 years 615 | 568 | 1183
60 and above 370 |303 |673
Total 8908 | 9884 | 18792
Table 4.2: The Number Students Registered to Participate in Summer Program in the

wiérdda in 1971E.C.

The involvement of the society in the Literacy Campaign was demonstrated in many ways. In
1971 E.C, 357 men and 105 women volunteer teachers were registered to participate in
literacy campaign of summer program in the werdda (See Appendix, 12.3% The society also
participated as students; involving in the construction of houses to the campaigners and

libraries to the students. Problem of documentation, coordination and insufficient

326

Abay, p.88.
27 A Report from Yigzye Kabada, Bicana Wdrdda Literacy Campaign coordinator to Gojjam Province

Literacy Campaign Coordinator, Nahase, 30, 1971; F.B.A.A.C, Folder no., 03 file no. 16. See also Appendix, 8.
28 A letter from Amsalu Bikil3, Secretary of Endmay Wdrada Literacy Campaign to Tésoma Usman Bicdna
Awraja Literacy Campaign Coordinator, Nédhasa 1971, E.C, See Appendix, 12.
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instructional materials were some of the serious problems that were manifested during the
campaign.®?®

Regarding Nursery education, In 1980s Nursery education was started in Endmay Wirdda.
Nursery education is the pre- primary school education for children and can take up to three
years. In this program Childs between the ages of four to six were allowed to register. In
1986, 282 children were registered in the study area. Among these 144 were men and the
remaining 138 were female. Child’s activities, attitude and their improvement were recorded
day to day in their own foldaway. Teaching was offered to them based on the contemporary
curriculum, fun-like education that would enable them to express their feelings, to appreciate
beauty, and to learn to distinguish and form letters and numbers. Numbers of nursery school

teachers were 5 who recruited from grade 10 students, who passed to grade 11.3%°

Table 4. 3: Number of nursery school, nursery teachers and number of children in Endmay
Wérdda in 1986.

Wiardda. No. of school No. of teacher No. of children

Male Female Total

Enamay 3 5 144 138 282

4.3 Health Service, Road Transportation, Telecommunications and Postal Service in

Enédmay Wirida from 1941 to 1991.

Health Service

In the Endmay wdrdda, there was lack of modern medical service throughout the period
under study. The knowledge of the community about the value of modern medical services

was also low. As a result; many people suffered and lost their lives by itch, malaria,

329 Abay, pp.88-89; informants, Tafara, and Habasa

330 Debre Markos University Archive centers, Folder No. 007, File No. ow-ov-1, Ref
No.?ov /H/718458/18: Debre Markos University Archive centers, Folder No. 0022, File No. @ /-I*/3, Ref
NO. 29 /o»/5531/9825.9.
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smallpox, diarrhea and other epidemic diseases. During the period under investigation most
of the communities were utilizing traditional medication for their health problems. The
traditional medical practitioners deliver services for extensive rangeof contagious and non-
contagious diseases. However, traditional medical practitioners were apparently imperfect in
allocating the accurate dosage of traditional medicine they gave to their patients which
brought a dangerous side effect on the health of the patients.®*

Consequently, however, following the beginning of modern medical services, the
wakefulness of the community developed and they began to use modern medication. The first
health center to be opened in Endmay wdrdda was a health center in Bec¢éna town at the end
of the 1950s.

However, the health center was small to deliver service for the whole community of the
awraja and the wardda.**

In 1978 the Dima Clinic was opened. At the same year, the construction of the Mangisto
Clinic was completed.®**According to the testimony of oral informants, during the military
regime the health practitioners taught the community weekly at churches and market places
about hygiene, the value of hygienic area, preparation of food, keeping the cleanness of the
body and the like. Detergents were donated by non-governmental organizations to all
students monthly at school. But, the donations were limited to the towns. However, the health

service was still not adequate for the community of the town and even the countryside.3**

331Informants, Habasa, Tanaw Damaka and Habtamu Lakacaw.

Endmay Wérdda Tena Tehfat Bet, Yd Wérddaéin Tena Tdqwamat Mdsfafat ena Yd Tena Tdddrasenet,
(Bicana, Yakatit, 2002 E.C), 2.

333 A Letter from Taddesse Tesfaye, Health Officer to Bicdna Awraja Administrative Office,
Miazia,197,1D.M.U.A.C. Folder No.9458, File N0.1502/219/1/60;Yd Endmay Wdrdda Yd Tarik Mdhzgab
(Bicana, 1976 E.C), p.35, See also appendix, 13.

334 Informants, Hab&asa, Tanaw and Habtamu
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Generally, in the study area there was a relatively better expansion and advancement of
health services during the Ddrg period. The following table shows the number of freely

treated individuals in the werdda between the years 1971 and 1975 E.C.3®

No Number of treated individuals

Type of health service 1970 | 1971 | 1972 | 1973 1974 | 1975
1 Child treatments 1352 | 2130 | 3016 | 3517 1479 1864
2 Pregnant Treatment 137 | 807 | 1317 | 1226 1280 1587
3 Mothers treatment 94 825 348 | 343 225 747

Table 4. 4: General Statistics toward Free Health Services in the Wirdda b/n 1970-1975

E.C.

Source: Yd Endmay Wdrdda YiTarik Mdzgab, p.35.
Road Transportation, Telecommunications and Postal Service

Concerning road transportation, the wdrdda was characterized by lack of well-organized
infrastructure. As a result, In Enamay warada pack animals like, mules, donkeys and horses
were largely used as means of transportation in the absence of modern transportation.**

The first road that connected Be¢ana with Dabra Marqos and Addis Ababa was constructed in
1957 *¥"_ Except this main road, there was no track road that could connect Be¢ina with sub-
districts of the wardda until the 1970s.%*® During the Dirg regime, some attempts were made

to expand and transform the domestic road network. As a result, the road connected Bec¢idna

Py Endmay Wadrdda YédTarik Mézgab, p.35, see also appendix, 14.

Informants, Zaru Wasyihun and Abba Fiseha Kibare.
Tassew Shiferaw et al, Ethiopian Village Studies: Yetmen Enemay Gojjam, Centre for the Study of African
Economies (Oxford University, Economics Department, 1996), p.2.

338 Informants, Zaru and Abba Fiseha
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with Mota and Bahir Dare via Dibrd Wirq was constructed by the Béreta Construction.**® In

1981, the roads which connected Becdna with Kuy, Y&dduha, and Dima were also
constructed.**°

Communication is the most relevant aspect which played a great task in the economic,
political, and social development of one country. Media, postal service and
telecommunication facilities are some of the types of communication services. In our country
Ethiopia, the concept of communication services was introduced during the regime of
Emperor Menilek 11.3*

The introduction of telecommunication service in the study area was following the
connection of highway route from Dabra Marqos to Be¢édna by telephone line in March 1948.
Then, rural and urban community of the wdrdda got telecommunication services from the
town of Beéina during the period under discussion.*?

Besides, postal service is also the most important sector of communication and plays an
important role in the exchanges of information and ideas in different cultural, social and
economic spheres. This service was introduced in the wrdda in 1970.3*

Regarding electricity, the inhabitants of Endmay warada specifically during the period under
study failed to get electric service. But only the people who settled inthe town of Becdna
benefited in having access to electric light since1980. However, they did not experience full

time electric light, the maximum time of electricity is only for five hours and the source was

obtained from a generator.**

%ENALA, A Letter from Atnafu Tariku head of Gojjam Province, July 1969 E.C, Folder 0536, File no.670

ENALA, A Letter from Animut Kindie vice- administrator of Gojjam Province, March 1974, Folder 17.1.
11.02 file no. 28.

*Tena Tarkegn, “Administrative and Socio-Economic History of Sululta Woreda, 1941-1974” (M.A. Thesis
Department of History: Addis Ababa University, 2020), p. 83; Adinew Bitew, “The Political and Socio-Economic
History of from 1941-1991” (MA.Thesis, History Department: Addis Ababa University, 2016), P.72.

*2y4 Endmay Wiérdda Yé Tarik Mazgabe, (Biéina, 1976 E.C),p.36

343lbid, informants,Mulu, Zaru and Abba Fisha
*Ibid.
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Conclusion

The thesis gave more emphasis to investigate and reconstruct the history of Endmay Wirdda
from the period of restoration of the Haile Selassie’s regime to the end of military rule (1941-
1991).The study attempted to reconstruct the history of the wdrdda depending on archival
sources, written materials and oral sources.The first chapter of the thesis discussed about
major historical developments the wdrdda experienced before the Italian occupation. The
second chapter of the study focused on analyzing the patriotic struggle in the area. The Italian
rule had disrupted the life of the people of the wardda as it had been to the other peoples of
the Ethiopia. At this critical point, most of the inhabitants of the study area organized under

patriotic leaders and fought the Italians until they were withdrawn from the study area.

Following the restoration, the regime of Haile Sellassie started to implement what they had
left in 1935. Then, the regime introduced different measures in the field of economic and
administration issues. The intention of re-establishing absolute centralized political power
and strengthening the government’s economic bases was to attend different goals of existing
administrative as well as land related reforms. Regarding administration, the restored
government of the emperor brought consecutive administrative re-arrangements that intended

at regulating the administrative system in centralized manner.

Since 1942, the state introduced different taxation system in the country including the study
area. This was done to easier the realization of the existing taxation method in a more
systematic and simple manner by using centrally appointed provincial administrators. But
peasants of the area consider the act of the state as an effort of taking away their traditional
rights of gult and rest. Consequently, tributes and taxes remain the main source of conflict

between the peasants and the government mainly in the early1950s. Similarly, following the
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introduction of Agricultural Income tax in 1967 the relation between the inhabitants and the

regime turns to conflict.

The study also discussed various programs and reforms of the Darg such as Literacy
campaign, land reform, PAs, SCs, APCs, and villagization in Endgmay warada. In this regard,
the most visible and successful programs of Darg that was implemented in Endmay was
Literacy Campaign.The Ddrg’s attempt to implement PAs, SCs, APCs, and villagization in
the warada was not successful, because most of the inhabitants were not interested to apply
the programsand the reforms.As a result, the government faced strong resistance from the

people, which eventually led to the downfall of the regime.
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Appendix X: A letter from Endmay Wirdda Literacy Campaign Cordinators.
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Appendix XI: Bd Gojjam Kefle Hager Yd 1971 E.C Ld Keremt Timhret Ydtdmdzdgdbu Td

mariwoch bezat

Appendix XII : Bd Biédna awraja Bd 1971 E.C Ld Keremt Timhret Ydtdmdzdgdbu

Tdmariwoch bezat
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Appendix XIIl: Bd Biédna awraja Bd 1971 E.C Ld Keremt Timhret Ydtdmdzdgdibu

Ydastemariwoch bezat

Appendix XIV: BdBiéina awraja Bd 1971 E.C Ld Keremt Timhret Ydtdmdzdigdbu

Yastemariwoch Yditmhret Ddrdja
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Appendix XV: Number of Nursery Students, Schools and Teachers in 1978 in Awraja and

Wiéirddd level.

Appendix XVI: A Letter About The Construction of the First Senior Secondary School in

Bicdna Awraja

‘ COM Mem RIS NEIT BY KLY & ALY RIAARLTAD
A=A PID> —wL¥ OF NEA TSP NPAT LH In& S T AY AT
L LT NROATE NTAITAT ATNEFTF Nenm T A8 aTTA =
ITC 17 NAMmam NE+T 2T 2T ala T1e A¥ ae en
45 net CUY NP NASmS AHITE P DRISAFE TC 1S *Y 1968
S NPTPC T M—3IDVT /6T3 /9 ANDLTO- ¥ ALLT N A¥ ITRSA U
Ts P OFF AT QATAASIO ANAN AFOA N AT ALLN ARLad
ewsr SALIMIY AmU NAPPC 4489 /746 TEC 20 #1668 a.e A
R@OLTD> ¥ LT T AT TAADHKTH .
SR DLTD w MEF 5 AT @O TAR NRATOS maS DL
Te NPPC 656 11 /4 2C 23 $) 1968 a.= ANE S2£T7a437 3
AT HRTNALONAI VYTC 1TV HEA UTL T AFF oMY RN e ¥ s
AFF 7 MY ARy S0 IASF KR RITAFr eah AA=AA® Ao -
FANNY @i NAFVe 12 - = ’
NAMY = AP NTFIe NACH- AARNT hZe+ NeTe Nesgd =
2@y N tLE- OLT ¥ At 211G me O ATRe TTeC A1 969 .
S Nws AL HIABD HISLCTIATI RRZF1 SANS 10 & memmm——————
< -
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Appendix XVII: A Letter from Taddesse Tesfaye, Health Officer to Bic¢dna Awraja

Administrative Office, Miazia, 1975

Appendix XVIII: Bd Endmay Wirdda Kd 1970-1975 E.C Bdndta Hekimina yagenu

Sdwoch Bezat.

109



List of Informants

NO. | Name of Ag | Place of | Date of | Remark
Informants e Interview | interview
1 Abiba Kiabada 83 | Bicédna 11/09/21 He was administrator of Débay Tilat Gine
Wiirdda in the last years of Darg and highly
knowledgeable about the reforms and the
programs of the Darg in the district.
2 Atenafe 64 | Yitbako 19/05/21 He was a merchant for a long time. He
Zené(Ato) knows more about the history of Endmay,
particularly the Ddrg period
3 Ayalew Mamo 61 | Déabet 24/06/21 He is a civil servant and a committee
(Ato) member of Development Association. He
has detail knowledge about the reforms of
Ddrg administration.
4 Awidkda  Alamu 78 | Mehal 10/02/21 He exercised both livestock and crop
(Ato) Amba production in the course of Muga river and
highly knowledgeable about the history of
the district.
5 Bilay Asheber 93 | Kdsam 27/09/21 He was a farmer and he has general
(Abba) knowledge about the historical, political and
the socio-economic history of the district.
6 Berhan 71 | Bicdna 08/06/21 He is a religious man who has valuable
Yéananhe Dibere knowledge about  the conflict between
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(Abba) Bilay Zillaga and the Emperor.

7 Biyasmer Getie 62 | Kuy 17/04/21 He gives ample evidence onthe
( Hamsa Aldga) administration of the Darg regime in the

district.

8 Biyazen 65 | Yadagwat | 10/10/21 He was a farmer and highly knowledgeable
Birhane (Ato) about the history of patriotic resistance and

ancient history of the study area.

9 Ciru Widaje 83 | Yateman | 14/01/22 He was born in Dibesa and lives in
(Abba) Yitemédn. He gives ample evidence about

the history Darg in the district.

10 | Embet Zewdu 34 | Endasgnt | 10/02/21 She is a civil servant and has detail
information about the tourist sites of the
area.

11 | Endaiylalu 39 | Bicédna 23/03/21 He is a civil servant and has good memory

Bassie (Ato) about agricultural development in the area.

12 | Fiseha Kiber 98 | Bacat 23/07//21 | His  oral information  about  the
(Abba) infrastructural development in the district is

very important.

13 Gibra 72 | Dima 08/06/21 He is a religious man. He has a good
Igziabher understanding about Italian rule, peasant
Cikole uprising in the district and the traditional
(Khomos) history of the area.

14 | Getanhe 42 | Yatmén 19/02/21 He is young and very active youth who
Biazen(Ato) exercise irrigation around Muga river and
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participate in planting different plant
species.
15 | Gwancd Dédbase 59 | Ldméén 27/03/21 He is a farmer and highly knowledgeable
(Ato) about the economic history of his area.
16 | Habdsa Ababa 77 | Bi¢édna 16/02/21 She has very crucial information about
(Wayzéro) ancient and modern history of the district.
17 | Habtamu 73 | Dima 21/02/22 He was official during the Ddrg regime and
Lakacaw (Ato) knowledgeable about the health condition of
the area.
18 | Habtie 60 | Hiberit 24/09/21 Head of the church in Hiberdt Amba and he
Biazen Amba has general historical knowledge about the
( Mérgeta) study area.
19 | Hassen Ahmed 70 | Wera 17/11/21 He served in government posts after 1974.
(Ato) He has a detailed historical knowledge of
the Muslims of the district.
20 | Hussien Ali 67 | Sékalla 23/11/21 He is a farmer and has detailed knowledge
(Ato) about political, social and economic history
of the study area.
21 | Ismail Abédbaw 61 | Dgjjan 11/04/21 He was one of the Muslim settlers came
(Ato) from Bidna and settled in Ddjjan. He
served as government militiamen in the
early years of the Darg and excellently
narrates the reforms of the Darg regime.
22 | Kébbida 91 | Assendabo | 18/11/21 He knew more about the socio-economic
Tagodan and political developments ofthe district.
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(Mdgabi Hamsa
Alega)

23 | Lawoy Bayu 80 | Lamecdn | 06/04/21 He was local militia during the Imperial

(Ndce Libas) regime. He has general knowledge about the
history of the district and, he also
excellently narrates the socio-economic
conditions of the district.

24 | Leméhe 86 | Jaramse 08/06/21 He was local militia in Endmay Wirdda
Akalu (Ndce during Haile Selassie’s regime and He
Ldibas) excellently narrates about the peasants

revolt and the Ddrg administration

25 | Masarit 56 | Kdsam 15/12/21 He is religious man and he has good
Bayable Knowledge about the ancient and modern
( Méirgeta) history of the area.

26 | Méasobiaw 81 | Kuy 24/02/22 He has good information on the Ddrg
Asrise administration of the area.

27 | Mulu Yitayew 62 | Assendabo | 17/01/22 He is a merchant and he has a good memory
(Ato) about the reforms of Ddrg in the area.

28 | Ndbéard Ascile 95 | Endkarkar | 23/03/21 He was Gult owner of Yiékédbabat Qébélle
during the imperial period. He gives
valuable information about political,
administrative and socio-
economicconditions of the district since the
ancient time.

29 | Ngus¢ Zagiya ( 82 | Diberd 26/11/21 He was born in Bicdna and lives in Débera
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Resd Ddber) Wirke Wiérke.  During the last years of the
imperial period he wa agovernor of Shabel
Berenta Waréda and he has significant
information about the district.
30 | Sdma Fantie 88 | Dibesa 14/04/21 He has a good knowledge about peasant
(Abba) revolt, patriotic resistance, administrative
and traditional history of the study area.
31 | Selenat 82 | Yakabaha | 26/11/21 She is a nun and excellently narrates about
Miéngistu na the traditional and modern history of the
( Emahoy) area.
32 | Sewagen 48 | Arajo 06/04/21 He is a farmer who was born in Jardmse. He
Andargie (Ato) clearly outlines about irrigation and
agricultural development of the area.
33 | Sewmamen 53 | Jange 05/06/21 He was a farmer. He has a good knowledge
Kébade(Ato) on the economic and administrative history
of the Endmay.
34 | Tafdra 60 | Kuy 24/03/21 He is a teacher having more than 32
Andualem (Ato) yearsexperience and still working, has a
deep Knowledge about educational reforms
of the Ddrg regime.
35 Tadddssa 67 | Jardmse 08/08/21 Has a good knowledge on patriotic
Leménhe (Ato) resistance, peasant revolt and the reforms of
the Ddrg regime.
36 | Tdjie Mazingia 69 | Tilma 30/07/21 Her oral information about the general
knowledge of the district is very significant.
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37 | Tasomd Tamre 51 | Jénje 03/10/21 He exercised both livestock and crop
production in the course of Aragadife and
Muga river and he has detail information
about agricultural history of the district.
38 | Tariku Dégnih 76 | Yadagwat | 10/02/21 He has good information about the Ddrg
(Abba) government of the district.
39 | Tanaw Damika 45 | Bicdna 21/01/22 He is private health officerand has a good
(Ato) knowledge about the health condition of the
district.
40 | Tibabu Awaika 45 | Mangisto | 08/10/21 He is a farmer and excellently narrates
(Ato) about the economic history of his area
41 | Wildlaw Getnet 59 | Kédsame 27/03/21 A Religious man with a general knowledge
( Mérgeta) about the history of the study area.
42 | Walelign 52 | Kuy 24/ 03/21 He is a teacher having more than 26 years
Aschale ( Ato) experience and still working, has a general
Knowledge about the history of Bicéna
Awraja.
43 | Walie 66 | Yilemate | 17/07/21 He is a farmer and he has a good knowledge
Avyilé(Ato) about the history of the study area.
44 | Yitayew 64 | Mangisto | 08/10/21 He is an interesting informant concerning
Almaw(Ato) the Ddrg periodof the district.
45 | Zaru Wasyihun 58 | Arajo 06/04/21 His oral information about the
(Ato) infrastructural development of the district is
very important.
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