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Abstract 

T his thesis deals with the household economy. It mainly foc uses on Dorze households 
with particular reference to the role o f women in the ho usehold economy. First, It 

presents the description o f the socio-economic and geo-poli tical context of the Gamo 
highland communities in general and that of the D orze in particular. T he Gamo 
highlanders had been relatively isolated from central and northern EthlOpla for 
centuries. However, they were incorpora ted in to the Ethiopia~l empire in the last decade 
o f the 19'h century. T he incorporation brought about various changes in the SOC IO ­

economic life of the highland communities. T he Dorze were the mos t affected people U1 

this regard. T hough they had the skill of weav ing earlier, weaving has become an 
important source of income for the majority of Dorze households after the 
incorporation. T his external fac tor encouraged Dorze weavers to migrate to urban 
centers where better marke t for woven clo thes is available. T he spatial mob ili ty of th e 
Dorze in turn affects the household structure and econom.ic role o f women at the 
household level. 

D ifferent theoretical models have been employed to explain household economic 
behavior. T he th esis deals with the bas ic assumptions of two household models: the new 
household economics (N HE) and the model of 'con tinuous fragmentation' of 
household . T he N H E is the model of pooled household econo my. I t ass umes that 
household members pool income and economic resources which are controlled ancl 
redis tributed by an altruistic household head . T he model o f 'continuous fragmentation ' 
assumes that factors such as migration, d.ivorce and polygyny contin uously alter 
household structure. T he change in household structure in turn affec ts th e ro le and 
status of women. 

T he central purpose of this thesis is to explore whether the basic assumptions of the two 
models adequately explain the econornic behavior o f D orze households and the role of 
women in the household economy. T he majo ri ty o f Dorze households have separa te 
economic units. Household members generate income from different sources. 
Furthermore, they do no t pool their income and they have no unified patte rn of 
household expenditure. Moreover, factors such as migration, d.ivorce and polygyny alter 
the structure and economic sta tus o f the household, which in turn affects the role and 
status of women in the household econom y. 

Accordingly, the thesis concludes tha t Dorze household fea tures do no t fit into the 
theoretical m odel o f the N HE. However, the model o f continuous fragmentation could 
adequately explain the behavior of D orze households. Moreover, it emphasizes the 
analysis of women's role and status in the household economy. Thus, it could be used to 
explore the role o f women and o ther members in the household economy. I t also 
provides researchers with an alternative theoretical fram ework for the study of 
households that are continuously affected by factors such as migration, d.ivo rce and 

polygyny. 
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Preface 

Thi s thes is is the study of household economy. It examines the ro le and status 

of Dorze women in the household economy. The thes is has fi ve chapters. The 

fi rst one is an introductory chapter. It deals with the statement of the 

problem, objective of the study, methodo logy and desc ripti on of the study 

area and people. 

The second chapter foc uses on rev iew of rel ated literature and conceptual 

framework. It dea ls wi th de finiti on of impor.tant concepts. It also prov ides a 

brief review of household theories . 

The major concern of chapter three is the social organization of the society 

being studied. It presents a brief descript ion ofDorze household structure and 

compos ition. Moreover, it deals with marriage and divorce. 

Chapter four foc uses on the analys is of Dorze household economi c pattern. It 

discusses issues such as gender di vision of labour, labour networks , 

household production pattern and access to and control over resources . 

Bes ides, it deals with household income and expenditure pattern . 

Chapter five examines the major fac tors that affect household structure and 

composition. It discusses the impact of marri age, divorce, polygyny, 

migrat ion and the death of spouses on the household structure and the role 

and status of women in the household economy. 

x 



Chapter one: Introduction 

1.1 Statement of the Problem 

Olmstead (1974) stated that the Dorze exerCIse weaVing and intensive sedentary 

agriculture. Based on the case of ' I-Iaizo di stri ct' of Dorze 82 percent of Dorze men 

knew the skill of weaving and 78 percent of them were Cull-time weavers. While male 

dominated weaving, "a hi gher percentage of Dorze females" are engaged in 

agricultural work (Ibid : 72). In general terms she dealt with ' male-weav ing,' ' female­

farming' economic pattern of the Dorze. She did not, however, offer with detail 

analysis of gender roles in relation to both weaving and farming at the household 

level. One of the major objectives of the proposed research is to examine the role and 

status of women in economic acti viti es at the household leve l. To thi s end the 

research will focus on ex ploring the role of women in the household economy in 

relation to production, access to resources, household income and expenditure pattern. 

Women's contribution in generating household income varies from society to soc iety. 

In India, for instance, women generate the major part, in some cases 75 percent to 95 

percent, of household income among poorer families (Bhalfy, 1987:42). Similar 

trends have been recorded in Africa. Boserup stated that most of Yoruba women 

received very small portion of household food , clothing, and cash from their husband. 

Almost 20 percent of the Yoruba women "received nothing from their husbands and 

had to provide everything out of their own earning" (Boserup, 1970). Citing Kaberry, 

Boserup indicates that among the Bamenda, West Afri can Cameroons, women 



contributed 44 percent or' the tota l income of the fa mil y (Ibid: 42 -43) , Examining the 

role of DorLc \\omen in generatin g household income is one or the objec ti ves of thi s 

stu dy, 

The household is often defined as a poo led economic unit under the control of a male 

head, However, scholars show thaI such dcfin itions or 'household' are problemati c, 

Dye (198 1: 111 ) states that the Mandinka households are non-poo led economic units, 

Men and wo men have separate plots and culti va te diffe rent crops , Spo uses culti vate 

'moruo' crops (crops for household consumpti on) and 'komonyangu ' crops (c rops 

belonging to each culti vato r), Income earned from the sale of the latter is not pooled: 

rather each spouse controls it. Besides, Mandinka wo men and men have separate 

expenditure pattern (Ibid), Such non-poo led household economy also ex ists in 

soc ieties such as the Tiv of Nigeri a (Yo ung, 1993) and the Ga of Ghana (Robertson, 

1976), 

Gender di vision of economi c ac ti viti es characte ri zes Dorze households Men 

dominate weav ing while women do minated farm ac ti viti es and petty trad in g, Most 

men mi grate to urban areas to gain more profit rrom their 'vveav ing products where as 

most women remain in the rural villages engaged in fa rm and income generating 

ac ti vities, The researcher has conducted a brief study on Dorze households in the 

capital and has found that the households are non-pooled economic units, Spouses 

ha ve diffe rent income sources and separate expenditure patters, One of the objectives 

of thi s research is to study Dorze households in the rura l context in order to identify 

where they are pooled or non-pool ed economic units, 

2 



Research findin gs show the importance of a careful study of household structure and 

intra-household interac ti on assoc iated with resources, pl"Oduc ti on, household income. 

and expenditure pattern. Mi sconcepti on abo ut gender spec ifi c responsibiliti es and 

intra-household interac ti on has led to the fa ilure of many deve lopment projects. The 

Gambia ri ce projec t is a case in point. !\ "Taiwanese Mi ss ion" launched the in iti al 

Gambi an ri ce project. The Taiwanese ass umed that the local prod uction system was 

based on a household , which was a uni f'i ed unit of producti on led and co ntroll ed by a 

male head. Howeve r. thi s was not the rea li ty. In the Gambian soc ieti es households 

were non-poo led; spouses had access to dilTerent fa rm plots, culti vated different types 

01' crops and had different income pattern . LJ nlike thi s fac t. project managers put more 

emphasis on men and marginali zed \-vomen (Dey. 198 1: 11 7-11 S). The de ve lopment 

planners made simil ar mi stakes in Mwea (Kenya) irrigated ri ce project (Yo un g, 

1993 :51). These findin gs indicate the fact that conducti ng detail study of household 

structure and interact ion within the household is ve ry important to promote loca l 

deve lopment program. One of the intension of' thi s stud y is to exam ine the household 

structure and intra- household interaction among the Dorze. 

8hoo la ( 198 1) argues that the household IS characte ri zed by continuous 

' di sintegration and breaking up ' at va ri ous phases of its deve lopment (198 1: 13). She 

argues that different circumstances and deci sion-making processes greatly change the 

household structure and compositi on. Somali men dominate decision-making 

regarding marriage. polygyny and divorce. These decisio ns that are cul turall y and 

economically determined lead to the break ing up of the household and aggravate the 

subordinate status of Somali women. Deci sions of Somali wo men to migrate and to 

3 



engage in income earnin ~ ac ti vities also alter the house ho ld stru cture and !.',ive women 
~ ~ 

autonomy and control over th e fruits of thei r labo r. Despite the influence of a cultura l 

system that is in Favo r ormen, Somali \No men "make constructi ve choices" in ord er to 

maintain the surviva l o r the household (Ibid). Rural-urban mi grati on. pol ygynous 

marriage. and divo rce are com mon soc i al phenomena among the Dorze (0 I mstead . 

1974). Moreover. Dorze wo men ac ti vely eng<lge in income generating acti vit ies such 

as pelly trad in g. The impac t of sueh l ~lcto rs (marri age. di vorce , polygyny and 

mi grati on) on Dorze household structure in general and on women " soc io-economic 

status in particular did not receive the attenti on it deserves. Thus, one of the purposes 

of thi s research will be examining the impact or the above-menti oned fac tors 0 11 

household structure and on the role and status or Dorze women in the household 

economy. 

owadays planners and po l icy markers. gove rnmental and non-governmental 

orga ni zations al ike have incli ned to com illunity deve lopment programs. Pl anners ha ve 

started considering trad iti onal va lues, loca l pri oriti es . and ge nder specific 

responsibilities in planning development projects. For instance. the Ethiopian 

Government Sustainable Development and Poverty Reduction Project Document 

emphasizes household leve l development strateg ies. Thi s Document states. "Tackling 

food insecurity at the household leve l is the most effecti ve and di rec t way of poverty 

reduction. " (2002: xv). In relation to gender and deve lopment, the document says: 

"The inclus ion of gender in any effo rt to <l li ev iate poverty is non-negoti ab le" (Ib id). 

Th is trend shovv"s the ext ra ordinary importance o f" gender sensiti ve household studies 

in Ethi opia. 
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In line with current deve lopment trend s the resea rch attempts to prov ide rural 

development pl anners and policy makers, NGOs and governmental organizati ons with 

basic data on gender role in the household economy tak ing the case of the Dorze of 

Gamo Highlands. 

1.2. Significance of the Study 

A thorough unde rstanding of gender rol es in the household economy is useful to 

mobili ze women fo r development ac ti vities and to in tegrate their views and needs in 

planning development projects. However, there is lack of adequate research data on 

gender roles at the household leve l in Ethi opia. Thi s is also true in the case of the 

Gamo highl ands. Olmstead (1975) studied th e economi c role of Dorze men and 

wo men at the household leve l. However, she did not examine the issue in detail. 

Moreover, changes and trends after 1970s have not been studied. Thus, the proposed 

research will attempt to fill thi s gap. 

Furthermore, the findings of this research wo uld throw li ght on academic debates and 

controversies over household theori es including the model of 'continuous 

fragmentati on' of households (Bhoola, 1988) and the New Household Economics 

theory deve loped by Becker. 

5 



1.3. Objective of the Study 

1.3.1 General Objectives 

Generall y the study is designed to exam ine and record the role of Dorze women in the 

household economy (associated with production, access to resources, household 

income and expenditure pattern) and identi fy the major factors that affect/change the 

household structure and explore how changes in household structure affec t the soc io-

economic status of Dorze women. 

1.3.2 Speciji.c Objectives 

The specific obj ecti ves of the study aim at: 

I. Identifying the impact of fac tors such as mi gra ti on, po lygyny, and divorce on the 

household structure; 

2. Ex ploring the impact of the change In household structure upon the SOC IO-

economic status of women ; 

3. Examining intra-household interaction in relat ion to: 

a. Activities carri ed out by men, wo mcn, and children ; 

b. Pattern of access to and control over resources such as land , labor, and 

fruits of household labor. 

4. Investigating women' s role in income generating acti vities beyond their role 111 

food production and domestic duties ; 

5. Identifying whether spouses have poo led household income and expenditure 

pattern. (This is aimed at identifyi ng whether the basic assumptions of the New 

Household Economic model could be applied in the study of Dorze households). 



1.4. Methodology 

The resea rcher carried ou t fi eld wo rk in Dorze Il aizo kebele and at Bodo/Dorze 

market pl ace/town from September I S. 2003 to January 28 , 2004 . The li eldwo rk was 

conducted in three phases. The first phase was ca rri ed out fro m September I S. 2003 

to October 6, 2003. The second round fi eld wo rk was conducted from ovember I, 

2003 to January 3, 2004 and the third from January 21 to 28 , 2004. 

1.4.1. Gathering Quantitative Data 

Both qualitati ve and quantitati ve resea rch techniques were empl oyed to co ll ect 

relevant fi eld data. The first round fieldwork was a brief fieldwork , in whi ch the 

researcher establi shed rapport. and se lected key informants. and gathered basic data 

through qualitati ve research. 

The researcher co ll ected quantitati ve data in the second round fi eldwo rk . Two types 

of questi onnaires had been prepared to co ll ect quantitative data. The first one is a 

dcmographics survey questi onnaire prepared to gather bas ic data on population ' 

number, sex, age and spati al di stributi on and occupati onal pattern of the community 

of Dorze Haizo kebele. It also aimed at identi fy ing the number and types of 

households that ex isted in the research site. The second one was a household survey 

questionnaire. 

Task Carried 0111 

The task of admini strating of the demographic survey was started with the se lec ti on 

of enumerators. The researcher selected 3 female and 4 male ex-students who have 
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completed 121h grade. All of them were resident of Dorze Haizo kebele and speak 

both the local language and Amhari c. The researcher offered a day long ori entati on on 

November 3, 2003 on the ge neral aim of the stud y. on the obj ecti ves of the 

demographic survey questi onnaire and on how to admini ster the questi onnaire. The 

nex t day, eaeh enumerator was em to a few household to admini ster the 

questi onnaire and to come back for di scuss ion. The enumerato rs did what they had 

been told to and eame back. Then we di scussed, identifi ed the probl ems th ey 

encountered, forwarded soluti ons, and paved the way for the ad mini strati on of the 

questi onnaire. 

The questionnaire was administered fi-o m November 4, 2003 to November II. 2003. 

Eaeh enumerator was ass igned to admini ster about eight questi onnaires per day. With 

hi s translator the researcher walked in each 'neus ' (sub- kehele) to supervise the 

performance of each enumerator and to solve problems on the spot. 

The next task was conducting household survey . The researcher se lected 75 

households out of the 254 households of Dorze Haizo Kebele The households were 

se lected employing stratifi ed random sampling technique. Of the 75 sampl e 

households 50 of them were female-headed household (FHl-IH s) whil e 25 of them 

were male-headed households (MHHHs). The number of FHHHs in the sample was 

greater than that of Ml-IHl-I s because the majority of the households in Dorze in 

general and in Hai zo Kebele in particular we re female headed. 
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The researcher offered a full -day ori entation to the enumerators on the ai m of the 

household survey and on how to admini ster the household survey ques ti onnai re 

effecti ve ly. Thereafter, the survey quest ionnaire was ad mini stered fro m November 17 

to 30, 2003 . The ques ti onnaire revealed important facts on household compos it ion, 

spati al di stributi on of household members, and economi c role of each household 

member. It has also thrown light on iss lles related to di vorce, marr iage, and intra­

household interac tion. 

In addition to thi s, the researcher co ll ected facts and fig ures from archi ves and 

librari es ofNGOs and governmental organi zations. Moreover, he co ll ected maps from 

regional, zone and wereda offices. 

1.4.2. Gathering Qualitative Data 

There was no fi xed timetable for tasks in relati on to co ll ecting qualitati ve data. The 

tasks were carried out daily along with the qualitati ve tasks and continued afte r the 

completi on of the latter. The foll owing methods we re employed to co ll ect quali tati ve 

data. 

a. Participant Observation 

The researcher heavil y relied upon parti ci pant observati on in the qualitati ve study. He 

observed gender roles in BodolDorze market in almost all market days, i.e. on 

Mondays and Thursdays, when he was in the fi eld . He also took pictures , carri ed out 

informal discuss ion with vario lls people. Besides, he observed wo men' s economic 

ac ti vit ies including enset manuring, harvesting, and process ing, spinning cotton 
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thread, fetc hing firewood, and foddcr. Thc rcsearcher also observed wo men' s labo r 

sharing netwo rks, locall y ca ll ed yw ha. He closely observed pu/o suq et yusho and 

ou/sma ashuncha yusho i.e. y usho of co tton thread spinning and ensel manuring 

respectivel y. Bes ides, he managed to observe a big labor pooling event loca ll y ca ll ed 

' qaga ' in which about 15 men and 5 wo men participated in cutting and transporti ng 

bamboo tree for the constructi on of a new tradi ti onal house. 

b. Life History 

The researcher recorded li fe hi story of indi viduals employ ing in-depth interview 

technique. The study of li fe hi stori es of women and men dea lt with wo men of 

di ffe rent statuses including widows, di vo rcee women, de j ure and de(ac/o household 

heads .He also recoded li fe hi stori e of men who li ve both in the rural areas and Add is 

Ababa. 

c. Household Case Study 

Household case study was one of the research strategies employed in thi s study. The 

researcher carried out household case studies in order to construct household hi sto ri es 

and examine the pattern of changes in structure, composition and economic status of 

households. Yin (1984) in Schuler (1986: 15-1 6) has indicated that ' in multiple case 

research ... each case should have a clear purpose within the over all scope of the 

inquiry' . Accordingly, the household in thi s research were purposefull y se lected. The 

household cases consisted of male and female -headed, low income and ri ch 

households. Moreover, households that existed in different developmental stages were 

treated . 
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d. O."al Literature 

Co llecting and examining oral literature is one or the methods. which is helpful to 

ex plore world view of peo ple in diffe rent socio-economic contex ts. Tak ing thi s fac t 

into consideration, the researcher coll ected proverbs and 'work songs ' relevant to the 

study. Thereafter, the proverbs and songs wc re translated into Engli sh and interpreted 

based on local contex ts. 

e. Focus Group Discussion 

Attempts were made to organi ze a num ber of foc us group discuss ions. However, onl y 

two of them were successful. This was because members of the foc us group 

discuss ion lacked willingness to di sc lose their ex peri ence with regard to causes of 

di vo rce, quarrel with their spouses, etc. The first focus group consisted of fo ur 

widows; the second included four di vo rced women. A local female ass istant led the 

discuss ion directing it to the des ired directi on using key questions prepared earli er by 

the researcher. What the women di scussed was recorded in audi ocassettes and 

translated into Amhari c then into Engli sh. 

1.5. Selection of Research Site 

There are a number of reasons that instigated the researcher's interest to se lect 

Dorzeland in general and Dorze Haizo in parti cul ars as a study area.The first reason is 

the researcher's former exposure to weavers' households in Addi s Ababa. The 

researcher has conducted a brief study on Dorze households of Shiro Meda area in the 

capital in 2002 . The study focused on tbe role of firewood carrier women in the 

economy of weavers' household . The major ai m of the study was to explore the role 

of women and men in relati on to household income and expend iture; and to fin d Ollt 

11 



whether the weavers' households are units of pooled economy or not. The finding 

shows that the studied households were not units of pool ed economy. Spouses 

generate income from different sources and they have separate and \ve ll-defin ed role 

in household expenditure. This findin g cha ll enges the assumpt ions of households as 

units of pooled economy, because these assumptions do not adequately explain 

weavers' households in the capita l. It is therefo re thi s research findin g whi ch has 

encouraged the researcher to study Dorze households in the rural context. 

Dorze is divided into II rural kebeles and 1 small market town, which has its own 

kebele structure. Of these kebeles the researcher se lected Dorze Haizo as a research 

site for the following major reasons: 

First, Olmstead Judith conducted a comparative anthropo logical study on the Dorze 

and Dita communities of the Gamo hi ghlands before three decades. Dorze Haizo was 

one of her study site where she built her house, resided there, and carried out a 

fieldwork from 1969 to 1971 . She studied the interrelat ionship between the weav ing 

economy and some variables such as migration, polygyny and female fert ility. She 

also produced an article on the role of women and men in weav ing (Dorze Haizo) and 

farming (Zada Demba-Dita) communities. The researcher se lected Dorze Haizo 

kebele as hi s research site in order to compare some of Olmstead's findings wi th that 

of his . The researcher believes that studying the same area (i .e. Dorze Haizo) after 

three decades would help him to grasp both change and continuity in the weav ing 

community of Dorze. 
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Location is another reason to se lect that kebele as a research site. Haizo is situated 

adjacent to Bodo, whi ch is an important local market in Dorze. Bodo is a relati ve ly 

'b ig' market which attracts people from the hi ghl and and the near by lowland areas. 

Its significance is not limited to its economic importance. It is also an important 

center at which important rituals includi ng Masqalla sacrifi ce are perfo rmed. The 

researcher se lected Haizo as a research site because he beli eves that its locati on wo uld 

allow him to observe the role of men and wo men in market ac ti vities, wh ich is one of 

the major intentions of thi s research . 

The researcher se lected Haizo sti ll for another major reason. Judith Olmstead stated 

that [-[aizo was considered to be ' representat ive of the center co re of Dorze di stri cts' . 

Moreover, the Haizo themselves say 'Haizo gidho' which means ' Haizo is the center' 

(1974:46). Besides, I-Iaiza weavers have been fa mous even in Add is Ababa for their 

skillful woven goods, and the famous weavers' co-operative founded during the Derg 

period in the capital was named after Dorze Haizo. The researcher has also se lected 

Dorze Haizo as a research site because of its centra l pos ition. 

1.6. Limitation of the Study 

Thi s research work has the following limitat ions. 

One of the intensions of the research is to examine gender roles in farm activities. 

However the researcher couldn ' t observe the role of men and women in certain farm , 

activities such as hoeing, sowing and weeding because of the fact that the above 

mentioned activities are carried out in July and August before the beginning of the 
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research time tab le. Thus, data on these Issues are co ll ected from informants by 

empl oying in-depth interview. 

Moreover, time budget study has not been conducted because it is beyond the scope 

of the study. Thus the amount of time devoted by men, women , and other househo ld 

members to carry out di ffe rent economi c ac ti vities is not calcul ated . 

Furthermore, the success of the household 'urvey study ca rri ed out in Dorze Hai zo 

has been affected by an unexpected coincidence of event . This was re ulted frol11 the 

occurrence of two events in the same time-period. The first one is the ad ministrati on 

of the survey questionnaire. The second i a certai n meeting orga ni zed by wereda 

government officials and conducted in the research site. The major theme of the 

meeting was associated with landholdings and land tax payment. As a matter of 

co incidence one of the major concerns of the survey questionnaire was to secure data 

on land issues including landholding size, number of plots, and locati on of pl ots. As a 

result of thi s coincidence, some people assoc iated the aim of the household survey 

with the intention of government officials and refrained themselves form providing 

genuine responses especially to questi ons related to land issues. This has negati ve ly 

affected the quality of the quantitative data . 

1. 7. Description of the Study Area 

1.7.1. The Garno Highlands: Geographical Setting and Brief History 

The study area, Dorze, is located in the Gamo hi ghlands wh ich li e in south western 

Ethiopia to the west of the Rift Valley lakes: Abaya and Chamo. The Gamo highl ands 

are situated about 500 kilometers south we t of Addis Ababa. About 700.000 people 
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live in the hi ghlands, which ri se to an altitude of 3,000 meters. Despite li gh t 

vari ation in dial ect, a great majority of the hi ghlanders speak an Ometo language. 

which is the member of Omotic language famil y (Freeman, 1999:20-21). 

The highlands are characterized by seri es of ups and downs; altitudinal change is 

common within a few kilometers di stance. foor instance, Dita is a predominantl y area 

of co ld weather and one season crop. However, it has an area of middl e altitude. 

which allows the people to grow low land crops such as sorghum and co tton 

(Olmstead, 1975:47) 

The Gamo highlands li ke other parts of south western Ethi op ia were relat ive ly isolated 

from central and northern Ethiop ia for ce nturi es. The hi ghl ands we re inco rporated 

into the expanding Ethiopian empire in 1898. Prior to 1898 the Gamo highlanders 

were organized into several autonomous political units call ed deres. There were abo ut 

40 deres includ ing Ocholl o, Doko, Dorze, Ezo, and Dita. Each dere was rul ed by its 

own king locally ca ll ed ka '0 (Olmstead , 1973: 224). 

The deres could not exist as autonomous political units after the incorporati on of the 

Gamo highlands into the Ethiopian empire. Thereafter, each dere was made an 

administrative unit within the political structure of the empire and each ka '0 was 

given a title called balabbat. The deres of the hi ghland ' persisted as viab le soc ial 

units ' partly because they were incorporated into the political structure as di ffe rent 

segments (Olmstead. 1975 :33) . 
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The incorporati on brought about vari ous changes in the soc io-economi c li fe of the 

hi ghl anders. The former local system was rcp laced by the gabba,. system; the local 

people became gabbars and started to pay tri bute in kind and labor. So ldicrs and 

governors of northern origin ali enated much land fro m the loca l peopl e (Olmstead, 

1975:3 8). The pos ition of local leaders was shaken. The Ka 'as became ho/abbars and 

began to play an intermediary role betwcen thc loca l commun ity and the feuda l 

governors of the empire (Ibid. ). 

The peri od of the gabbar system was foll owcd by a brief period of Itali an occupation 

of Ethiopia, 1936-1 94 I. However, the Itali an peri od was too short to bring abo ut 

significant change. After a fi ve-year Itali an occupati on, the im peri al power was 

restored. The hi ghland communiti es were more and more integrated into the 

Ethiopi an state from time to time. A num ber of fac tors hastened the integrati on 

process. The constructi on of all weather roads which have connected the hi ghlands 

wi th Arba Minch, Wolayita Soddo and Ad di s Ababa were one of the major fac tors. 

The improvement of the transportati on system encouraged local peopl e who engaged 

themselves in business including trade and weavi ng (Freeman, 1999: 71 ). 

The Dorze were pioneers to benefit from these opportun ities. They engaged 

themselves in vari ous business acti vities including ' importing' manufactured goods to 

the highland and 'ex porting' local produces such a maize and rawhide. Moreover, 

weaving became an important source of cash income. Migrant weavers who spent 

most of their li ves in urban areas brought money to the hi ghl and (Olmstead, 1997 :86). 
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Traditional sources indi cate that weav ing had been practi ced in the highl and be fore 

the peri od of the incorporati on. However, the num ber of weaver increased at large 

after the incorporati on of the hi ghlands (Freeman, 1999:72). In thi s regard Freeman 

writes: 

Many men in the deres around Chencha and Dorze had taken up weav in g 
during this [twenti eth] century, and as transport lin ks im proved , some of th em 
began to sell their cloth in Addi s Ababa and other urban centers. Dorze were 
the trendsetters in thi s regard and by the 1970s many of them spent 111 0 t of 
their yea rs in Addis Ababa , returning home onl y for th e Mesqall a ce lebrati on of 
the New Yea r (1999:72). 

The imperi al regime ceased to ex ist as a result of the Ethiop ian Revolution of 1974. 

Unlike the prev ious developments, it was the Revolution that brought about 

significant changes on the socio-economi c condition of the hi ghl and. Traditional 

institutions and practi ces were suppressed. Olmstead stated that the traditi onal rul es of 

seniority were challenged; the customary fo rms of leadershi p such as that of 

halaqaship was aboli shed (1997:203). Offering of sacrifi ces and initi ati on of halaqas 

were banned. ' Status differenti als' between mala, free citi zens: and arti sans, 

marginalized soc ial groups including tanners and potters, were made ill egal. 

Moreover, the balabbats were expell ed, in some areas, their house and property was 

looted (Freeman, 1999:75). 

Equality among different social categori es was preached. It was taught that the mala. 

degala (tanner~) and the ka '0 were equal and they all were brothers. The fo rmer 

despised social groups sllch as tanners and potters (mana) ,' were favored. They were 

allowed to parti cipate in political meetings, and to have their own land (Olmstead. 

1997 :205). Furthermore, unli ke the trad itional system in which the mala and degala 



had different burial places, degalas that died in the Revoluti onary peri od were buried 

with the mala in the same buria l place. According to Gamo traditi on, it was a taboo 

for the mana and degala to own land and to culti vate crops with the excepti on of 

having a small land at the backyard of their residential areas (Freeman , 1999:75). 

Besides, the Revolution temporaril y altered the role of women. Olmstead indicated 

that women in Oorze and Oita owned land and began participating in public meetings. 

They also became members of the local mi liti a and ca rri ed arm s ( 1997:205). 

The Revolution period came to an end in 199 1 with the coming of EPROF forces to 

power. The changes brought about by the Revolution have been reversed and 

traditional practices encouraged. The sharp dcc line of the dega/as ' status is a good 

example in thi s regard . Citing the case of Ooko Freeman (1999:80) states that for the 

mala treating degala as equals was con idered as a ' seri ous infringement of taboo or 

game '. Thus, they decided to restore the former trad iti onal system. As a resu lt, the 

mala forcib ly took back the land which had been granted to degalas and stopped the 

practice of burying the degela in the mala burial place. 

1.7.2 Economic Setting 

The basis of subsistence in the highlands is cu ltivation of food crops. The major food 

crops cultivated are ensel, barely, and wheat. Mai ze and sorghum are also important 

crops in the lower altitude (Freeman, 1999:20) . Agri culture is dominated by hoe 

farming; population density is high ; and ' land holdings are quite small ' . Agriculture is 

intensive but ox-drawn plough is not common (Freeman and Pankhurst. 200 1: 181). 
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The land is less fertile. As a result , continuous manuring is im portan t fo r sllccess fu l 

farming (Olmstead, 1974; Freeman, 1999 ; Freeman and Pankhur t, 200 1). 

Though agriculture is the basis of the highl and economy, producti vity is vc ry low. fo r 

instance, producti vity of cereals does not exceed eight quintals per hectare. One of the 

major causes for lo'vv producti vity is the prevalence of very small land holdin g. For 

instance, the average holding size in Chencha wereda is between 0.25 and 0.50 

hectare. This is much lower than the nati onal average, which is one hectare (Worl d 

Vision, 1997:24-25). The poor fertility of the land caused by severe eros ion, and the 

limitation of ex ploiting the power of draught animals (Ibid : 25, 29) and scarcity of 

labor (F reeman, 1999:60) are also some of the causes fo r low prod ucti vity. 

Enset and barely are the most important food crops in the highl and. Ense l is a stap le 

food throughout the highland . According to the ava il able data on Chencha vvereda, 

ensel constitutes 61 percent of household food. Barely is thc most important ce real. 

However, its production per hectare is low. Its average producti on in Chencha Il'ereGio 

is about nine quintals per hectare (Ibid : 27) . 

A considerable number of the Gamo hi ghl anders are also engaged in ce rtain off- fa rm 

acti vities . For example, 27 percent of the total populati on of Chencha wereda, il1 

which Dorze is located, engaged in off-farm ac ti viti es such as weav ing, trading, and 

daily labor. Weaving is the major off-fa rm acti vity. However, the percentage of 

weavers in different communities of the hi ghl and vari es at large. Olmstead (19755) 

stated that the skill of weav ing is not equall y di str ibuted th ro ughout the highl and The 
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Dorze dominated weavIng. A simpl e companson of Dorze and Dita communiti es 

clearl y indicates thi s fact. In Dorze Haizo. 82 percent of men knew how t weave and 

78 percent were full-time weave rs. In Zada Demba of Dita 86 percen t of the male 

populati on was farmers. However, recent ources indica te that the num ber of nOI1-

Dorze weavers have increased from time to tim e. Abo ut 60 percent of the peo ple \-\ 'ho 

engaged themse lves in off-farm ae ti viti e ' are weavers (World Vision, 1997:41). 

Trade, mainly petty trade, and da il y labor are other iml Orlant economic activ it ies in 

the hi ghl and. A recent study on Chencha wereda hows th at 9 percent of the peo pl e in 

the wereda earned income fro m trade ac ti vities (World Vision, /997: -11) . Though 

petty trading is one of the im portant economi c ac ti viti es among the Gamo 

highlanders, the amount of profi t gained from it is very ma ll. The fo ll owing hort 

quota ti on indicates thi s fact: 

Peopl e trave l between th e week ly markets, either as traders buying butter, or 
thread, or plastic jugs in one market and se lling th em for fi ve pence Ill ore in 
another, or imply as customer looking for some coffee or a little ex tra milk 
(Free man , 1999:23). 

1.7.3 Cultural Setting 

Though they had been organi zed in to several autonomous po li tica l units or deres. the 

highl and communities share common cultural values, traditi onal institutions. and 

practices . The intension of the researcher is not to deal wi th the deta il s of thi s issue 

rather it is to describe the major cu ltu ral features that would help the reader to see the 

thes is wi thin the cu ltural contex t of the stud y people and area. 



' The basic elements of social structure' are the same throughout the Gamo Hi ghl ands. 

Gamo communities are organi zed into exogamou patr ilineal clans. Marr iage i 

everywhere viril oca l; exogamy is the domi nant marri age pattern . Il owever, marr iage 

is characteri zed by a great ex tent of endoga IT1 Y wi thin each commun ity. ro r instance. 

' 88 percent of the wives of men of Dorze Haizo distri ct were from Dorze'; the 

percentage for Zada Demba di stri ct of Dita was 96 percent (Olmstead, 1975 :3). Thi s 

indi cates that the overwhelming maj ority of Gamo men marry wives from their own 

community or dere. 

The prevalence of strong patri archal ideo logy is another common ~ ature among the 

hi ghland communities . Men's dominance is prevalent everywhere while wo men have 

very low socio-economic status. Onl y men own and inherit key re ources such as land 

and houses. Descent is reckoned through male line. Men are ri tual leaders because 

onl y men perform sacrifi ces fo r the we ll be ing of their dependents. In general, 

' women depended first upon their fa thers, then their husbands, then their sons' 

(O lmstead , 1997:3 1-32). 

Another central feature of the Gamo culture is the noti on of game or taboo. Game is 

the transgression of traditional rul e locall y call ed waga. It is believed that an 

infraction of game wo uld bring mi sfortunes such as illness, drought in fertili ty. and 

poverty. There are hundreds of games Olmstead stated that ' It is gome to have 

intercourse outs ide marri age, to allow blood from a cut fi nger to fall into food, to bear 

fa lse witness , to marry within one' s own clan. to kill a certain kind of snake ' (1997 : 

92-93). It is also a taboo for spouses to have intercourse outside their house; it is a 
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taboo for a young man to sleep with hi s wife on hi father"s bed or to sit on the bed of 

hi s fa ther-in-l aw. 

Those who transgress tl~a ditiona l rul es or break the rul es of taboos are supposed to 

confess their misdeeds in public. For instance, a migrant husband who had an ex tra-

marital sex while he was in the urban center is expected to confe s hi s 'in and offer 

sacrifice before he joins hi s rural fa mi ly. Any confes ion would be followed by a 

sacrifice, which is offered to cleanse the gome or rhe sin . (O lm stead, 1997 :93). 

A well-defined pattern of relationships between bairo (senior) and gerha (junior) 

ex ists throughout the hi ghland . Every dere has a seni or baira ca ll ed ka '0 . Every clan 

within each Gomo community has a seni or baira known as 011'10 bairo . There are 

other bairas at different level of the lineage. The positi on of ke t 's baira, a household 

head, lies at the bottom of the social structure (Olmstead, 1975:26) . Judith Olmstead 

clearly explains the prevalence of baira-getha relati onshi p as fo llows: 

A concept critica l to Gamu Hi ghl and soc iety is that of e lder and youn ger, seni or 
and junior. Any dyad can be said to have its senior baira element and its junior 
gedhos element, no matter how di sparate the dyad may be . Males are baira to 
females , older people to younger, ordin ary people to slaves, slaves to potters and 
tanners, humans to animals, and so on, the whole uni verse bein g submitted to thi s 

type of classi fi cation (Ibid : 26). 

1. 7.4 Social Categories 

There are three separate social catego ries in every Gamo community. They are mala, 

free citizens; the ayle, ex-slaves; and the arti sans, i.e. tanners and potters. The mala 

occupy the highest position in the social structure foll owed by the ayle then by the 
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arti sans. All dere offici al or trad iti onal leader such as halaqa and ka 'o come frol11 

the mala (Freeman, 1999:58). 

It was the mala that had better access to resources. Onl y the mala had the ri ght to O'An 

and cultivate land . The arti sans could be granted land where they buil d their houses. 

They could cultivate the land in their compound. However, they were not all owed to 

own and cultivate farmland outside their compound . The Gamo hi ghl anders beli eve 

that it is serious taboo for arti sans i. e. polters and tanners to culti vate farml and 

(0 Imstead, 1973 :224). 

The artisans are marginali zed soc ial groups. The mala consider them a inferi or and 

as peop'le of low morale, status, and di gnity There are firml y estab li shed ru les of 

taboo with regard to the relationship between the mala and marginalized groups. It is 

taboo for the mala to have intercourse with the mana and degala or to eat meat of 

animals slaughtered by the latter. it is also (aboo to estab li sh marriage relation with 

the artisans because each social category is endogamous group . In general, the 

arti sans are considered as ' impure.' They are accused of ea ting unclean fo od 

including meat of animals that die before being slaughtered. Moreover, they were not 

considered as citizens; they were not allowed to participate in tradi ti onal meeting or 

assemblies. 

1. 7.5 Religion 

The Gamo people exercise different kinds of .reli gions. The major ones are Orthodox 

Christi anity, traditional reli gion, and Protestanti sm, which respecti vely constitute 

23 



42.4 , 27 , and 26.9 percent of the Gamo popu lati on. I lam is ra rcly pract iced in the 

Gamo highlands. Onl y OJ percent of the total num ber of the Gamo populati n 

exercise Islam (CSA. 1994:54). 

The case of the Dorze is different from th e general distri bution of re li gion in the 

Gamo highlands. The overwhelming majo rity, 85 .3 percent , of the Dorze are 

members of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church. Members of protestant church compri se 

12.6 percent. Percentages for trad itional reli gion and Islam are 0.4 and 05 

res pecti vely (Ib id). 

1.7.6 the Study Area 

The study area Dorze is loca ted in Southern Nation ationaLitic s and Peoples' Regional 

State (SNNPRS), Gamo Cofa zone and Chcncha IlJelu/a. SNNPR Li cs in s uthwcstern 

Ethiopia. Its es timated area is 11 2,343 square kilometers and its tota l population i ~ 

1,468,202; the number of male and female population is 730,8 13 (49.8 percent) and 

737,389 (50.2 percent) respectively (SNNPR, 2004). The region is dividcd in to 13 zoncs, 

8 special J.J)eredm, and 96 JIJOI-eciaJ (1 bid , 2002). The region is characte ri zed by etll nic 

diversity; there are more tha n for ty- fi ve in digenous ethnic groups associated with 

Omotic, Cushitic, and ilotic language families (S intayehu , 2000:20). 

Gamo Go fa zone, one of the 13 zones in S NPR, is divided into 13 JiJeredaJ (sec !'vIal' 
1 

p25) . The total population of the zo ne is 1,4()8,202. Out of this number 737,389 arc 

female while 730,813 arc male (SNN PR, 2004). It is bordered in the north by Oawro and 

Walayta zones; in the'fby Konta and Basketo special uJereda.r and South 0 111 0 zone; in the 

west by Oromia region and Amaro spec ial wereda and in the south by South Omo 

zone and Derashe special wereda. 

24 



' -, - "_,:,- __ ~O\\ 1-
0 00 

'000CD - '- , . ..... -.:- , - '( . , "' .. " -, '-

I ,-

+ 
Oromio 

\0 
Os'f-0 / ,----' 

'0 ~ / 

:/ -- ...... ...... :-- ............... --, 
,~ " ' " ) :l-~.,:?L \ 

'~ ,"~\ bub omo zone 
'\ 

-+ ,~ 

GomoGOfO 

Oro[\lIO 

oro:ll\O + 

ap ,. Gama Gata zone in Southern KatianS "atianalities and Peoples " eg
ran 

[SNNP:>I 

Soulce : Sf\lNPR. Burea u of Plan and Ec '-)nomic Developmeni 

25 

+ 

+ 

+ 

Key 
Boundary 

- International 
_ Regional 

- zone\S . 
Woreda! 

- - Woreda 

o Lake 

\11' - Wored 

N 

A 
+ ' \: 2 500 000 

'--~ 



Chencha is the werec/o in \.vhi ch the tud y area is located (sec Map 2. p.28) 

According to the 1994 popul ati on and housin g censu . the lO tal popu lation of the 

weredo is 12 1.837; of whi ch 68,256 arc fe male while 53 ,581 arc males (Ibid). The 

sex di stribution of the above fi gure indicates that 56 percent of the popul ati on is 

female where as 44 percent arc males. 

Chencha is al so the name of the weredo town, which was one of the garri son towns 

establi shed during the incorporati on of the Garno hi ghl and ' Aft er a ccntury of Its 

hi story, Chencha is still a sn"1 all town. The num ber of its popul ation in 1994 was 5,800 

(CSA, 1994: I 07-8). 

Though it has so many similariti es with othcr Gamo societi es, Dorze is different from 

the others for some reasons. Agri culture, as noted above, is a dominant economi c 

acti vity among the majority of the Gamo hi ghlanders Thi s is not true for the Dorze 

because the two major sources of Dorze li velihood are weav ing and fa rming. Both 

men and women engage in farm work in most Gamo soc ieti es where as Dorze men 

and women dominate weaving and farming respecti vely. Olmstead (1975 :5) has 

indicated that in some areas more than 75 percent of Dorze men were full-time 

weavers where as Dorze women predominantl y engaged in fa rmin g. 

Moreover, li fe of the Dorze is hi ghl y assoc iated with rural-urban mi grati on. whi ch is 

associated with the weaving economy. Olmstead sta tes that farming in the Gamo 

hi ahlands has created a sedentary popul ati on while ' the organi zation of producti on for 
to> 

weaving has created a mobile populati on' (1975: 152). Weaving is associated 'Aith the 
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' natio nal market' because produ cts o f wea"lng a rc 'mos t profi t:!bl )' so lu III urban cellte rs'. 

As a result, m os t weavers mig rate to and li ve in :\ ddi s ,\ baba (Ibiu: 4); the fo lJ o \\' ing 

figures I lIldi cate the trend o f weavers' mig ratio n ro the capital. The num ber of D o r7.e 

weavers In 1<)10 was abo ut :)()OO (Burley, 1<)7H: 145) In 1<)7.) rhe fi g u re reacheu 2(),O() () 

(13ekele, 1973:9); in 1984 it in creased to 23, 179 and in I <)94 to 39 ,-tO 1 (\X 'o lldu, 199 H: -t9). 

F ac ts and fig ures indicate that the spatia l m ob ility o f the L)o rze is uo minateu bl" 111:t1 e 

nug ratio n. H alperin anu O lmstead (1976: 14<)) stated th;lt, of the tota l number o f I) o rze 

m ales listed in a local di stri ct between '1 %9 and 197 I , 4.) percent li Hd o utside l) o rzc 

O n the o ther hand , Wondu (1998:49), citing th e 1994 population and housing cenSlI S, 

indicates that th ere were 39,40 '1 ' O o r7.e' mig ran ts in ,\ddis r\ baba; or thi s numbe r 25, 05<) 

(636 percent) were males while o nl y 14,342 (3() .4 perce nt) were fe m ales. The revcrse IS 

tru e when we co nside r the rura l contot of Dorze, w hi ch IS characterizcd b\· g reater 

number o f female po pulatio n. Th e fo llow ing fi gures o n three Dorze kc/;eleJ, ])o rze 

H aizo, D o rze Ho lo'o, and Dorze Hlrpo, suppo rt th is fact. T he tota l po pulatio n o f 

D.Haizo, D.H olo'o, and D .Hupo was 911 , 1020, and 1041 respective ly. O f the total 

po pulatio n o f each kebele th e number o f males and female s was 3 I 3 and 598 fo r Haizo; 

339 and 681 fo r H o lo a, 378, and 663 for Hirpo (CSr\ , '1994:3 15) Thi s trend shows th:ll 

o ut m ig ratio n strongly affects the spatial and sex di stribuuon o f the O o r7.e . F rom the 

to tal number of people in the three kcbeleJ i.e. 2972, o nl \" 1028 (34 7 percent of the total 

number) were m ales w here as l <)42 (653 perce nt of the to tal number) were females. Th e 

ab ove-cited ftgures i.ndicate the fact that Dorze land is characteri zed by large number or 

male mi grants and female residents. 

I The figur s re fer to Dorze <l llti o th er G<l ll lO 1l1 1gr<l l1l w eill'p r s wh o l i" eel ill :\dcli s .Ab<liJ,1. 
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As indicated above, Haizo i one of the cleven Dorze kebeles ( ee Map'. p.'O) It is 

located in Cheneha wereda and at the cent r of Dorzeland. The I op ul at ion num ber of 

Haizo was 9 1 I, of whi ch 313 (3 4.4 perce nt ) were males, 59R (65.6 pe ree llt ) we re 

fem ales (CAS, 1994: 315). The demographi c survey shows simil ar patte rn of sex 

di stribution. Accordingly, the total num ber of Il aizo res iden ts in 200'" was 888: the 

number of males and fe males was 324 (36 .4 percent) and 564 (6'.6 pe rcent) 

respectively. 

Hai zo is located along the Arba Minch-C hencha road, whi ch di vides the kehele 

almost into two equal parts. In the south directi on II <l izo i ' bo rd ered with the market 

town called Dorze/Bodo. It i poss ible to divide Haizo into the foll owing parts. Abollt 

35 percent of the areas are covered by homesteads an I ensel groves . Haizo 

homesteads have town- li ke housing pattern . Mo t of the homesteads arc establi hed 

near to each other. A considerable num ber of them are bu ilt in row along ide the 

main road . Though homestead are erected near to each other, they are properl y 

fenced with wove ll bamboo trees (for detail descripti on sec chapter three). 

Farm plots cover about 40 percent of the area in Haizo. The farm plots are of twO 

types. The first type includes small and fragmented plots scattered here and there in 

open spaces between groupS or homestead s. Second ly, there is a relati ve ly large non­

fragmented fa rm field called Pereya It lies in the northern part of the kebele. Several 

households of Haizo have farm plots in Pereyo Plots in pereyo are aid to be more 

productive because they are located near to homesteads, thus are 'vvc ll manured. 
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Despite thi s fact , a considerab le num ber of Il aizo h usehold havc farm pl ots out side 

the kebele . Most of such plots arc located in the neighboring areas ca ll ed We late. 

Tegecha, and Gimbil o. Accord ing to the fie ld data. th e abo e- menti oned area' we re 

parts of Haizo bcfore the I:: thi opian Re oluti on ow they are orga ni zed into a 

different kehele structure. 

About 15 pcrcent of the area of the keh ele is covered by bamboo forest. The D rze 

use the bamboo tree to construct traditi onal house., fences and to make household 

utensil s. They also use the tree as fue l, and source of li vestock fodder. The main road. 

the newly constructed church and its compound , and the duhushos (places where loca l 

meetings are conducted) occupy the re ·t r the arca in the kehele 



Chapter Two: Review literature and Conceptual Framework 

2.1. The Household: Definition and Co ntrove rsies . 

It is very difficu lt to come up with a single c I11mon definiti n of the concept 

'household ' because hou 'ehold feature ' greatl y va ry from society to oC lety. 

Household structure, re identi al pattern. size. and c mpositi on va ry c\'cn within a 

single soc iety from time t time. Thesc va ri ations arc a 'soc iated \", ith factors 

including soc ioeconomic and cu ltural di versiti es. Thi . makes the task of de finin g and 

conceptualizing 'household' difficult. Netting add res es thi s very fac t as foll ows : 

The household i ' a oc ial group so ubiquitou in hum an soc iety 
that it is easy to take it for granted, and its form ' arc so va ri ed­
monogamou and pol yga mou " pa tri linea I and mall'jJ ca L n uclcar 
and ex tended, with and without serva nts that no uni ve rsal 
common fun cti ons or ac ti viti es 'eem t ex ist (1993:58) . 

Accordingly, different cholar defin e the term hou ehold differentl y. Il ammel (1984) 

defines it as 'the nex t bi gge t thing on the soc ial map aner the indi vidual' and 'the 

smallest grouping with max imum corporatc fun cti on' (as quoted in nettin g. 1993:58) 

' Household ' is also defined as ' the fund amental social unit ' C etlin g, 1993:59), the 

center of economic resources and deci sion-mak ing process (Bhoo la, 1988:56) and the 

basic unit of production and consumption (Freeman, 1999:9 1). 

As stated earli er, household characteri sti cs vary fro m society to society. Research 

findinos indicate that in some soc ieti es households are relati vely more stab le. in 
/:) 

others more fragile. Netting found that household membership is ' relati vely more 

stable among the Kofyar of igeri a (199'" :58). imilarl y. hou ehold member hi p is 



permanent 111 the Doko community of the amo hi ghl ands. rreeman states th at 

-rathers and sons li ve in a common compound throughout their li ves: and wi th their 

wives they form a combined producti on and con 'umpti on unit (1999: 1 05). 

Other scholars have found that households in ome soc ieti e are less stabl e becau. e 

they are in the state of continuous changes in structurc lInd compositi on. 13aucr argucs 

that Tigray households are not stati c rather they are characteri zed by "hi gh degree of 

flux " (1977:77). Bhoola (1988) argues simil ar ly. She tate that So mali hou eholds o r 

Mogad ishu are in the process of ' continuous fragmentati on and breakin g ur '· 1 ivo rcc 

(Bauer, 1977 ; Bhoola, 1988) mi grati on ( lark, 1984 , 8hoo la. 1988) and Iluctuati on of 

household wealth (Bauer. 1977) are some f the fac tors that bring abo ut continuous 

changes of household structure and compositi on. 

Household economIc patterns al 0 va ry from society to soc iety. Some scholar. 

consider the household as a unit or pooled economy while others consider it as an 

arena of separate economic units. The household in Afri can soc ieti es such as the Ga 

of Ghana (Robertson, 1976) and the Mandinka (Dye , 1981 ) has separate units or 

economy because household members do not pool their income and other economic 

resources. As a result , the household lacks unifi ed pattern of economy. On the other 

hand there are several societi es , whi ch have households with pooled economy. 
, 

Hoben (1973) and Yared (1999) have indicated the absence of separate economi c 

uni ts in the Amhara households. Citing Hoben (1973) Yared (1999:44) sta tes that ·the 

contractual nature of marri age' creates equal and joint control ove r re ·ources. 



Despite the above-cited va ri ati ons, there are ome common hou eho ld feature . 

Though identifi ed with different name such as famil y. hou e. or hea rth. households 

ex ist eve rywhere. Moreover, there are cena in acti viti es carried out by the household or 

.the domestic gro up '. These act iviti es include some combinat ion of producti on. 

d istri bution and transmiss ion 0 f propeny th rough i nheri lance and 'trustecsh i p'. ha I ng 

a common residence, 'social and biologica l reprod ucti on' (Netting, 1993: 58-59). 

The definition and conceptuali za ti on of the concept 'household' ha been a 

controversial issue in Anth ropology. The househo l l i considered as a I'undamcntal 

unit of analysis (Bhoola, 1988 ; Netti ng, 1993; Yarcd , 1999) becau 'e it is the centcr of 

econom ic resources and deci sion-mak ing pI' ce s (Bhoola, 1988). Other scholars 

reject thi s idea. Guyer (198 1), for in tance, argued that the household model is 

inappropri ate for African cases because of the problem of ddining household 

membership and the hi gh mobility rate of members of the household . Woodford­

Berger (i n Bhoola, 1988:65) states, that "The household hould rema in ' ume olved 

multidimensional concept' rather than analytical concept. " Bhoola, on the other hand. 

argues that the concept of the household may be problematic . for instance. 'household 

mobility and flux may be a chall enge to the household model. cvcrtheless, to 

exclude such a model on thi s ground is to disregard one of the most important units of 

change in soc iety '( 1988 :66). 

Despi te these controversies , researchers have continued using the h useho ldmodel as 

a unit of analysis. Some examples in thi s regard are 8hoola (1988). Yared (199 -. 

1999) and Daniel (2002) . Bhoola argues that the hou ehold is a fund amental unit of' 
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eX3mll11ng the changing tatus of wo men. ' he further tates that 'The household 

should be viewed as a unit that all ows wo men t manipu late their tatu es and r les' 

( 1988:65). 

The study of household economic pattern i very important. Because it prov ides basic 

data on forms of household organizati on and division of labo r; on fo rms of control 

over resources sueh as land and its produce (Youn g, 1993:65). The tudy of int ra­

household relati ons, gender roles and statuse prov i Ie basic data to plan and 

implement development projects; to integrate women' s e\ peri cncc. lab r ~l llli 

resources into development project and to att ain ' u ·tainable economic development. 

Safili os Rothschild (1984:5 1) contends that ' under tandi ng and taking famil y 

structure and dynamics in to consideration is csp ciall y crucial in developing 

strategies aimed at all ev iating poverty'. 

2.2. Household Theories 

Bhoo la (1988) in her Ph. D dissertation on Somali hou ehold of Magadi ho rev ievis 

certain household models. Firstl y, she rev iews and crit icizes Fortes' (1958) model of 

household developmental cycle. Then, she turned her attention to Dan Bauer's (1977) 

'path analys is' household model. Finall y, she introduces a new household model 

namely a model of ' continuous fragmentation.' 

2.2.1. Forets' Model of Developmental Cycle 

Meyer Fortes argued that a social system, li ke a living human organi sm. has a li fe and 

its development has a 'cycli cal process' (195 8:2) . The ' domesti c group ' must continue 
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operating for a suffi cientl y longer I eri oel time in reb to produce and rear ofrsprin g. 

which is very important for the oc iety to maintain itself. Furtherm ore. the group as a 

unit retains the same structure where as 'it IT1ember, and the ac ti viti es . whi ch unite 

them, go through a regu lar equence of change during the cycl e, whi ch culminates in 

the di ssociation of the ori ginal unit and it rep lace men t by one or mor units of the 

same kind' (1958:2). 

Fortes' model of developmental cycle refers to three distinct deve lopmental ·tages or 

the ' domestic group ' . The stages arc expansion, di sper ion, and replacemen t. 

Ex pansion begins at the marri age of two pa rtner and continu s un til the end of the 

process of procreation of that uni on. Th i i de termined by the length or the wife' s 

fertility period (Fortes , 1958:5). Di spers ion i the pha e of fi s ion of the do mesti c 

group . The marriage of the eldest chi ld marks the beginning of thi ' phase, whi ch 

continues until all children get marri ed . Replacement begin. when th e yo un gest chil d 

controls household responsibility. It comes to an end with the death of parents, whi ch 

is followed by the replacement of the pa rents' famil y by the famil y of th eir offspring 

(Ibid: 6-7). 

Bhoola states that Fortes' model has prov ided a starti ng point for the analysis of 

'changes in household structure'. Despite thi s advantage, the model does not 

adequatel y explain the fol lowing issues. 

First, Fortes consider marri age as a majo r fac tor to explain change in household 

structure. However, he does not consider other fac tors. such as mi grati on and di\ 'orce 

tl, ~~ LO'c:\C ~.\tJ: ~· r,Q I_\s~hc ld. !11 Qrphology. im ilarl y, the death of parents is not the only 
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fac tor responsible fo r the replacement of the pa rent ' h u ehold wit h that of their 

children (1988:60). 

Second, Forte' s analysis does not make clca r 'whcthcr we arc look ing at the whole 

process from the point of view of the household r d me ti c group' (Ibid). 

Third , though Fortes claimcd that hi model can be used to ex plain all soc ial systeill s. 

the real i ty is far from thi s. For in tance, the marri age 0 f the oldest ch i ld is not the n I y 

fac tor that marks the beginning of the di persal I ha ·e. Factors such as mi grati on and 

intra-family confli ct may also lead to the dispersa l f the household (Ibid). 

In general, Bhoola strongly criticizes a in gl cyc le hOll ch Id mod I f Fortcs. he 

argues that ' household does not g through a 'cq uencc 01' stagcs (ex pansion. 

di spersion and replacement) in its development because changes may appear at any 

one of the stages. Thus, instead of going through a single dcvelopmcntal cyc le, 

households go through 'the process of continuous fragmentation and brcaki ng up' at 

vari ous levels of development (Ibid : \ 3). he further argues that Fo rtes' model is ·too 

simpli stic ' because it considers marri age as the maj or facto r for changes in household 

structure (1988:59). It does not consider other factors that 'cause households to 

change at vari ous periods during their development' (Ibid: 76-77). 

Not onl y Bhoola but also Bauer attacks Fortes' model Bauer (1977:7-8) argues that 

the model of Fortes does not adequately explain Tegray households. whi ch are 

characterized by a 'hi gh degree of nux'. Rejecting the single cycle model of Fo rtes. 
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Bauer has concluded that 'Tegray househ Id fo rms did n t fit in to a single cycle 

model or even into a small num ber of cyc les in any mea ningful way' . 

2.2.2. Bauer' s Model of ' Path Ana lys is' 

Bauer (1977) in hi s study of Tegray househ Id intr duces the m del of 'path 

anal ys is'. 8hoola states that Bauer's rillh analys is 'goe beyo nd that 01' Fort es' b\ 

showing that factors not time-bound affect household organi za ti n thereby r suiting 

in di versified patterns. Unlike Fo rtes, Bauer ide ntifi ed factors such a ' dea th , divo rce. 

gender of offspring, climati c and enviro nmental fac tor ' that alter Ti gray household 

structure. For instance, Bauer's model e n i \c rs divorce as a fac tor that could bring 

about the dispersal of the hou ehold and the G rmati n of two . eparate households. 

Bauer's path analys is also takes time and dec ision mak ing as ll1aj or f ~ l c t o r s altering 

household structure (1977:6 1-62). 

Bauer's model is better than that of Fortes because: 

It is designed to dea l with all forms of households that ex ist in a certain community. 

Besides, it puts emphas is on certain cri tica l phases in the developmental process at 

which households may ' take off or decline. It puts major emphasi on marri age and 

inheritances because they are criti cal phase in whi ch re ources pass frol11 generati on 

to generation (p.78). 

It considers several facto rs that lead to the change of hou eho ld structure at any gi \'en 

time and stage of the deve lopmental proce s. According to the model of Forte. the 

birth of children marks the begin ning of the expansion pha e or the deve lopmental 
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cycle. However, Bauer's model considers factor other than th bi rt h or chi ldrcn. 

Bauer argues that though the birth or chi llrcn Icads to the cxpansion phase. the 

expansion process may begin with the inco rp rati on of children rrom other parcnts (p. 

85) . 

Moreover, fluctuati on of household economIc statu may lead to eX I anSlon or 

dispersion of the household . Econom ic success may give ri e to large sii.e household 

composition, while econom ic failure may lead to the di spel' al or hou. eholcl members. 

If the economic potenti als of the househo ld fall 'too low to upport its members. it 

personnel di sperse, its head will be forced to become a mcmber or another hou 'ch Id. 

and it ceases to ex ist as a hou ehold (Ibid: 92) . 

2.2.3. The Model of Continuous Fragm entation 

As discussed earlier, Bhoola ( 1988) has cri ti ci z d Fortes' model of household 

developmental cycle. She argues that Fortes' model does not adequately cxplain the 

Somali households of Mogadi shu ; because Somali households clo not go through a 

single developmental cycle. Somali households are characteri zcd by continllOus 

'fragmentation and breaking up '. And they are in the state of cont inuous change 

because of different factors that alter household structure. 

The model of 'continuous fragmentation' deal s with the fo ll owing major i sues: 

First, it explores 'the mechani sm of con trol by men over wo men'. It helps us to 

ex pl ore factors that lead to decision-making; identify member of the h usehold who 
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has the ri ght to make dec ision; examine the ccon Illi c and cu ltural factors that affect 

deci sion-mak ing (8hoola , 1988:75). 

Second, it assumes the household as a deci in-making unit and 'an arena for 

overlapping social relati onshi p' . Changes as ciat d with cio-economi c conditi ons 

may lead to changes in the hOlLeho lci . When the 's tructure ofeconoll1i c oppo rtunities' 

changes 'patterns of authori ty, autonomy, and mutual expectat i ns within the 

household may also change (Ibid). However, 'change In opportun iti es' affec t 

household members in diffe rent way. Such changes in turn alter the 'ba lance of 

power' within the household; and innuence the resource all oca ti n pattern i. e. whether 

household resources are all ocated joi ntl y or parately (p. 15). 8 hoo la in short ' tate 

that: ' Continuous fragmentatio n alters the household radi ca ll y and affects th e 

household in complex ways, for it invo lves changing pa tterns of coopera ti on, conlli ct 

and dominati on among indi vidua ls and households' (p. 75) . 

The household models of Bauer and 8 hoo la have certain imi larities. Both dea l with 

decis ion-making and household 'nux'. Like Bauer, Bhoola puts a strong emphas is on 

dec ision-making processes. She argues that decis ion mak ing at the household le ve l 

leads to changes in household morphology and alters women's role and statues. She 

di vides the sphere of decis ion mak ing into male and femal e spheres. Male sphere of 

dec ision is 'cultu ra ll y moti vated' whil e tha t of" female is 'economi ca ll y determined' 

(Ibid). In Somali society men domi nate decision-mak ing with rega rd to marri age. 

pIoygyny and divorce. These factors (marriage, polygyny. divorce) in tllrn change the 

ho usehold structure and aggravate the subord i nate tatus 0 f Soma I i women. ol11 al i 
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wo men' s deci sion to mi grate and to engage in inco me earning ta oks al 'o (jltlT th~ 

household morphology and increa es autonomy and ec nomi c st(1l US Or\\ Olll cn . 

8 hoo la's model begins with the positi on r th ' ri ginal household '. which is 

considered to be a 'unit con isting of a husband , wire and chil dren' (p . 75-76) . Th~ 

origi nal household bcgi ns with a marri agc all d c()m~s to an ~J1d \V ith the hirt h or the 

las t child of th at marri age uni on (Ibid 105). 

'Fragmentati on' is defined in relati on to 'factors other than marri agc or the ehildrcn 0" 

the 'o ri ginal household.' It is assoc iated with ' hou ehold nu x' resulted rr m dec ision 

making process in relat ion to marri age, li vo ree, p Iygynyand lll igrat ion. 

Deci sion to marry affects the structure and co mpo 'iti on or the hou ·chold. It adds J 

wife to the ori ginal household of the groom and create a stem household while it 

reduces a member from the bri de's ramil y (p. 109). Di vo rce leads to th e break in g up 

of the ori ginal household and the form at ion of a tcm houschold I) cci s i~)!l to marry 

an additi onal wife (po lygyny) leads to the creati on or two or more stem households 

(p. l04). 

Decision to mi grate also alters hou ehold ·tructure ignifi cantly because mi grant 

household heads mostl y prefer to leave th eir chil dre n \V ith relati \cs in th c rural a rC ~l . 

They do thi s because it is difficult to support a large household in the city (p. 11 7) 

Th is ac ti on changes the structure and compositi on of the ori ginal household . Thc 

chanoe is resulted frol11 two processes. First, th e ac ti on or leaving children in rural 
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areas woul d add extra member thou eholds of extended kin members . ."ee nd. 

mi gra ti on leads to the beginning of a ' second expa nsion pha. e for the head of' tl1\; 

household now settl ed in th e city' (p . J J 9) . Furtherm ore. oth er fa ctors 'uch as the 

death of spouses and the status of chi Jdren afICct household structur (p.76). 

As stated earli er, the model of 'contin uous fragmentati on' focuscs on ('ac tor. such a. 

divo rce , mi grati on, and polygyny that affcc t hou eho l l tructure and the soc io­

economic status of wo men. Bo th migration and I loygyny are common am ng the 

Dorze. Olmstead (1974) stated that 'weaving ha crea tcd a mob il e populati n'. Thi s i 

to indicate the high rate of migration among the Dorze. he als states th m 

'po lygynous un ions are much more frequent in Dorze'. Moreover. di vo rce is als a 

common phenomenon in Dorze . Thi s th e i ha' attemptcd to :< plorc the impac t of 

ploygyny, mi gration, and divorce on householl structure and cio-eco nomi c status 

of women. It has also tried to address. whether the model 0(' "continuou 

fragmentati on" could be app li ed to examIne the oc io-economic co nte:< t of Do rzc 

households. 

2.2.4. Theory of Pooled Household Economy 

Donham has argued that most theori es fo rmulated to study non-cap itali st soc ieties 

have been in fl uenced by grand economi c theories deve loped in the conte:< t of 

capitali st system. Thi s holds true in relation to th ories in economi c anthropology 

Donham states that the three schoo ls of economi c an thropol ogy. (the ubstanti visl. 

Fo rmali st and Marxist schools), have been in one-way or ano ther influenced by ·the 

more comprehensive body of theo ry on cap itali sm' . In most ca e . the influence has 

42 



been indirect. However, every the ry de"el ped t d al ith non- Jp itali tee nOl11lCS 

has 'con tained at least me impli ed e ntra 't with and therd 'ore some noti on of thc 

structure of cap itali st economies' (1985 :10-11), 

Of the above-mentioned schoo ls, th fo rm ali st th e ry is the ne. whi ch hJS been 

strongly infl uenced by the eo-clJs, ica l economic theory . The fo rmaii sl sc hm I has 

deve loped its theo retica l approach on the b'~ i a ' umpti on of th e ne( class icJ I 

economic theory. Donham states that basicall y G rmalists have bo rrowed a 

' magnifi cent tautology' of the Ne -cia 'ica l econ mi c ', whi ch a SLl1l1 eS th aI 

' individuals in all societi e ac t 0 a to max imi ze their individual gains' (Ibid: 24). 

There are similar arguments with rega rd to th e influcnee or cap itali st eco nomi c 

theo ri es on theo reti ca l mode ls employed to the study of household economi c ' in non-

capitali st societies, Fapohunda (1988: 146) argues that empiri ca l budge t studi es in 

western economies assume the ex istence of po led famil y incomc. Resea rches on 

economic behavior of households In non-capitali st countri es have 'a lso ass Lim ed 

pooled household income.' 

An ideal exampl e of household economic model that is charactcrized by th e 

ass umption of pooled household economy I what is commonly ca ll ee! the c\\· 

Household Economics 2(here after He). Thi s th eoreti cal modcl has becn formu lated 

to explai n household behavior. The mode l was ori ginall _ al plicd to eX ll ain 

' empirica l trends in industria li zed economi es. Howcver. thc ba' ic modc l has been 

L An c\ meri ca n economi st known as Gr~v l:kckcl cI('vp lopeci the 1\(' \\ ' Household I~< (llllJl1llc'" l1lodc'l In t11' 

1950s 
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modified and used to explain househ Id characteri sti cs in the thi rd "orld countries 

(p .143). 

The NHE model assumes th at hou eholds are ' utility m8x imi zing unit 111 ti v8 ted hy 

stable, uniform preference ' . While the ne -class ica l economi cs deal s with rat ional 

indi viduals as the basic unit of analys is. the Il r. G cuses on hOlllogenolis IWlI schold 

as the bas ic unit of analysis (Ibid). The mo lei con iders household as an economi c 

un it that behaves similar to a firm. It also assumes that the household is a unit of 

income and asset pooling, unifi ed con umption and in ves tment , ane! 'j int utility 

function' (Young, 1993: 193). Generall y, the two ba ic a suml ti ons f the New 

Household Economics are: I) Household preference (te t ) mu t be the 'a lll e: In 

other words households Illust have 'joint uti li.ty fun cti on'; 2) Economi c re 'ource f 

household members must be pooled (Fapoh un la, 1988: 144). 

The assumption of pooled household economy i assoc iated with the ex istence of an 

altrui stic household head that controls and di stributes economi c re ources 

Fapohunda, cit ing Gary Becker states that the ex istence of an 'a ltrui sti c household 

head is suffi cient to explain the presence of jo int household preferences.' The 

altruistic head acts 'selflessly ' because he ga ins happin ss not only from hi s p rsonal 

consumption but also from the consumpti on of other household members. Thus. he 

reduces hi s personal consum pti on for the sake of other member of the household. A 

he transfers more resources to other members he recei ve more sa ti sfac ti on. which is 

considered as 'soc ial income ' (p.144). 



""' 0 

What about the behav ior 0 f other mem ber 0 I' the h u eh Id ? !Jon' t they (espec i31i) 

selfi sh one's) attempt t r duce pe rso mt/ c n ul11pti on and income of" the alt rui st'? 

Fapohunda states that acco rding to th e a sLim ption or 13ecker th e answer i. no! 

Because the ' ego i t benefi ciary" fCa rs th at sLi ch bchav i r c uld redu ce hi s o\\"n 

consumption ' due to diminished transfe r' . In gencral. the altrui st' s prefe rcncc 

theoretically become ' household prefe rence and 'h is social inco ill e ope r,ltio l1 llli y 

constitute pooled household resources' (Ibi I). 

As reviewed above, it has been a ' ul11 ed that the hou ehold is a unit of pooled 

resources. However, thi s assumption doesn' t adeq uately explain th e rea lity that c:-< ist 

in many societies. Research findin gs how th at h usehold. in many Afri can societi es 

are characteri zed by non-poo led economy in whi ch wo men enj oy a grea t ex tent of 

economic independence. The ease of the Mandinka of the Gambia is a good example 

in thi s respect. Mandinka spuoses control separate farm pl ots and cu ltiva te di ITerent 

types of crops. Women ha ve ownership and use ri ght to ri ce land: where as Ill en 0 \\"11 

' upland ' and cu lti vate crops such as millet. groundnut and so rghuill . Thcre is clear 

di stinction between 'manlO' and 'kaman)lC/ngo' crop -. Thc fo rmer rcfe rs to crops 

produced by men and women for household consul11 ptio n; the latter indicates crops 

cu ltivated by either men or women and contro ll ed by each culti vator (Dye . 198 1: II 0). 

Moreover, Madinka men and women have separate income so urce and different 

patterns of expenditure. Income earned frol11 se ll ing 'komanyungo ' crops is kept by 

each cultivator and allocated for va ri ous purpose . en and women all oca te money to 

buy their own clothes, while they share the re pons ibility of buying clothes G r their 
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children. However, men wo uld buy their wi f'e cl th In times of' good hanes. 

Moreover, wo men are res ponsible to pay labo rer, wh \\'o r~ for thelll and to r,lY 

dowries for their daughter They al 0 cover ex penditu re such as bu ying I erf'ulllcs an I 

jewelry for themselves (p.11 2-11 3). Such non-I oo led househ Ids have been obse rved 

in many other Ati'i can soc ieti es including the Ga or han a (Robe rtso n. 1976). the 

Mwea of Kenya (Yo ung, 1993) th e Tiv and the Yo ruba (Fapohund a: 1988) of' 

Nige ria . 

Fapohunda who has studied Yoru ba households in outhern Nige ria has also rcjected 

the assumption of pool ed household economy. li e argue that 'a co llccti e and 

homogenous household model' is inadequate to ex pl ain economi c behavio r of' Yc ruba 

households (1988:146) . He further argue' that Yoruba pouses had limited knowledge 

on financial conditions of their marri age partner. Based on hi s sampl e stuciy. 

Fapohunda states that 80 percent of the wivc ' in the re ea rch sample did not have 

information on the income of their husband; 65 percent of' them did not kno\\i the 

expenditure behavior of their spouse and abou t 78 percent ' did not poo l thcir income 

or jo intl y plan ex penditures with their husband' (p.147). [n general. r apo hunda ha 

found that the overwhelming majority of ' traditi onal Yoruba spo uses l ac~ kn owledge 

of each other's economic resources, and do not have jo in t budge ts or com monl y held 

assets (p.149). 

Other scholars have also attacked the bas ic a umpti on of the HE model . Moser 

critici zes the assumption of the household as a 'jo int utility functi on.' li e argues that 

the position of men and women in the household, their ro le in relati on to resource 
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and their needs di ffer for va rious reason (199 : 15). The bas ic problem with rega rd 0 

the concept of 'jo int utili ty fun cti on' I , th at it doesn't provide th e chance or 

investi gating circumstances of ' unequal exchange and e:-;p l{ it ation' be t\\ een 

household members (p, 23) . He furthe r argues that the approach or an,ll ys is \\'hi h 

ai med at the ' household rather than in 'ide them' docs not c nsidcr the' i III portance 0 I' 

in tra-household dynam ic (Ib id: 20). Mo cr al 0 rcjects th e co ncept o r house hold 

common prefe rences. He state th at the nature of' deci sion-111 8k in g, pattern or res lIrce 

management and distribution within the hou eh Id 'va ry depending on the hous hol d 

form and the nature of the conjuga l contract '. Mo reove r, the preva lence of' 'equaliti es 

or inequalities ' in the system of reSource all oca tion is determ ined by iucol ogical. 

cul tural and economic fac tors (p. 24), 

Yo ung has also criti cized the basic assum ption of l3ecker's Nil !.: th eo ry. li e has 

rej ected the assumption 0 f joint uti I i ty functi on, the ana logy bet ween houscho Id and 

firm and the idea of selfl essness in the hou ehold. Yo ung lo rwa rds the foll owing 

argument aga inst the above-mentioned assum pti ons. I) There is no justi ficat ion for 

the assumption that spouses share commo n preferences; 2) th e analogy bet\Veen 

household and firm is hi ghl y stretched because it is difficult to compare exchange 

between household members and exchange in the market: 3) The Nil E assumes that 

behavior within the household is characteri zed by se lfl essnes . Th is i contrary to the 

idea o r the market, whi ch is characterized by self- interest. Thi s assumpt ion creates 

theoreti cal incoherence (1993: 121), 
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As di scussed above. th e basic a ul11pti on of the II F:: model dose not gi \ C <1t tcnti(1n 

to interac ti on within the househ Id. . 'cb lar ind ica te tba th e absence of 

considerat ion to the study of intra-hou eh II interactions has created so me pract ical 

problems. Young (p. 11 7) argues th at ' ;) rn aj I' problem in policy maki ng is the 

prevalence of stereotypes in economi c models of h 'vV intra-household ccon )mic 

relations shou ld operate. ' For instance. marri age is rcgarded (1 S partnership bet\\'ccn 

spollses with rec iproca l ri ghts and obli ga ti ons. It is also ass umed llwt lll ~lITi{l ge creates 

a pooled domesti c economy. ' Poo ling and sharing' arc co nsidered as ka ilires of 

household economic behavior. Howeve r. rcsearch linding ' ind ica te lhal 'cvc n \\ 'bere 

jo intness ' is a soc ial fac t, ' the legree ofj ointne ' va ri e " 1'1' 111 'oc icty to soc iety. 

Young clearly indicate .. th at ' under tanding the complex ity of the int ra-ho use hold 

di stribution of work and its rewards' i ve ry imp rtant in any analys is f deve lopme nt 

planning (p. 11 7). The study of intra-household relati ons in vo lves thc understanding of 

I) ac ti vities carried ou t by women , men. children and e l der '~ 2) va riat ions in access to 

and control over reso urces ; and 3) di stributi on pattern of benefi ts (Ove rh olt ct al. 

1984). In the li ght of thi s, the research has attempted to explore the intra-hou ehold 

relations. It has also tried to identity whether Dorze household arc pooled or non-

poo led economi c units. 

2.3. Women and Development 

Integrati ng women In deve lopment strategies IS one of the maj or 1 ~\Cto rs lo r the 

sllccess of de ve lopment proj ec ts. Thi s fac t is justifi ed by research lindin gs. I,adipo' s 
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research finding is a case in po int. Thc re \, rc tv expc rim ntal PI' jccts in Igena . 

In the first project women's need and view were not con id red . Thc w mcn wcre 

subject to "ri gid cooperati ve rcgul ariti es". W mcn in thc scc nd pI' jcct \\ 'CIT all \\'cc.I 

to modi fy the rul es based on their need. Ladipo idcntifi ed th at w men in til c second 

project were more successful than thosc in the first bccausc the seco nd projcc t 

integrates the needs and views of women (198 1 :"') . 

A research findin g in Ethiop ia al 0 shows the importance r intcgrating wo mcn s 

role in deve lopment acti viti es. Citing Alul a Pankhu rst (1992 : 12"-4), Dcjcnc indi cates 

how an ex tension program aimed at diffu sing a ncw c mp sting mcthod in Walayta-

South western Ethiopia suffer from fa ilurc. One f the rca ns wa til at m<t ic 

extension workers did not have pos iti ve attenti on and rc 'pect to the w men. 

Moreover, some of the female household heads were 'among th e 111 0st vulncrab lc' 

members of the society. They had Ie s livestock, Ie dung and Ics land (199<1 : 9) . 

Thus they could not benefit from the new technique if compos ing animal dun g. 

These research findings indicate one crucial rea lity: it is unthinkabl e to bri ng abo ut 

sustainable development without the contributi on of women. Ghosh puts thi s real ity 

in clear terms: 

The ultimate ooal of any soc iety is the good li fe . The means to thi s end may diffcr 
with ideoloo i;s and different deve lopment and economic cond ition but the id ea l is 
to maxill1i z~ eventually the opportun ity fo r the good li fe for all. Sincc womcn 
constitute half the population they cannot be overl oked nor can a soc iety afford to 
ignore their potential reserve of work ing abi I ity (1981: Xii i). 
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That is why the proposed . . I . d . I eseal c 1 alme at ex pion ng wo men' s role and tatu in the 

household economy. 

2.4. Women and their Access to Resources 

Women 's access to resources vari e cros cu lturall y. H wevc r, th general trend 

shows that women 's access to resources is very limited. r ilmon (200 1 :56) quoting thc 

UN mid-decade Conference Copenhagen, 1987 ta tes th at: 

As a group, women have access to too much fewer resource th an mcn . 
.. . They own only one percent o f the world ' materi al good and th eir 
rights to ownership is o ften for less than those of men. T hi real i ty 
exists in most households and coml1lullitie . 

Women 's status pertaining to access to re ource differs from society to s ciety. 

Despite their acti ve participation in production, wo men in A fri ca ha ve Ii 111 i ted access 

to key resources (Davison, 1988). Filmon states that men c nlrol key resource ' 

among the Konso. Women do not gain bas ic resources from their natal famil y. They 

also gain nothing when divorce occurs. But they have access to and co ntrol ve r 

revenues from sales of local beer-cheqa (200 1) . Among Maqi Oromo onl y men are 

owners of the household land. Women have no ri ght of land ownershi p even aft er the 

death of their husband . Besides, men commanded agri cultural labor of the hou eho ld 

(Regassa, 2000:95). Tsemako wo men have certa in aece s to land but they arc 

excluded from access to and control over live tock. Melese states that in relat ion to 

cattle resources men and unmarried women have similar ri ghts. However. married 

women "give up not only milking cows but also touching cattle and sheep, entering ... 

cattle kraal. " Moreover, Tsemako women do not inherit li vestock even after the death 

of her husband . A wife inherits li vestock onl y th rough her son (199-: 74-76). 
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The above paragraph reveals that women have ve ry weak I iti on In rclati n t 

access to and control over resources. However, wo men engage thcm clvc ' in di ffe rent 

economic activities to improve their status. An extcnsive in vo lve mcnt 0 (' wOlllen in 

petty trading and other informal economic sect r is a good exampl c. Dcjcne citing the 

survey of the Central Stati stical Authority ( SA: 1985) statcs that ' 24 percent or the 

economically active women ' in Sidamo prov ince engaged themscl vcs in pc tty trading 

and manufacturing where as onl y 0. 2 percent men pa rti cipatcd in thc c cc nomi c 

sectors (1994: I 1). 

As noted above women in general have limited acces t rcsourccs. Fcmalc headcd 

households are more vulnerable in thi s rega rd . However, th ey employed va ri oll s 

coping mechanisms in order to improve their soc io-economic positi on. For instance, 

female headed households in eastern Shewa generate income from di vcr ificd 

sources. They sell local drinks, strongly rely upon backyard farms, in volve in petty 

trading (p. 18). 
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Chapter Three: Social Organization 

3.1 The Household 

Upon first .interviewing head s of hou eho ld in M gad i hu , Il e se ll e th il t th e 
household IS In con stant flux and that the definition f th e word " h u eh Id " hilS 
to be made clear within the context o f th e pe pi e under tu dy. T he pre I lllillanc 
of extend.ed famil ies and mUltiple family hou eh Id nece it i1l e a morc prec i e 
demarca.t lon of the household . Furtherll1 re deci ion ab ut marriage, di\ orce, and 
labor migrati on l1lu st be considered ~ r th eir effects on th e hou 'eho ld il nd it s 
members (Bhoo la, 1988:80). 

As stated in the above quotat ion, omali househ Ids are charac teri z d by con stant 

changes. This holds true in the ca e of Dorze househ Id becau e on who stu dies 

Dorze households wou ld clearl y understand that the household IS In the state of 

continuous change in structure and composition. Th majo r fac t rs that alter 

household structure are rural-urban migrati on, marri age, di vo rce , p Iygyny and death 

of spouses, mainly that of husband . 

Migration is one of the major factors that lead to constant hOLi ehold Ilu x alllong the 

Dorze. A Dorze husband may migrate to Add is baba. He li ve there for s me years. 

When he fails to achieve economic benefi ts in the urban ce nter, he may move bac k to 

Dorze, and join his original family. After a brief interva l, he may migrate again 

perhaps to another urban center to retry hi s chance. He li ves there ~ r ome years. 

Finally, he moves back and permanently settl es in hi s rural village in hi old ages . 

This kind of spatial mobility of household members brings abo ut co ntinLie changes in 

household structure and composition. Thi s leads to the pre alence of different 

household form s, which in turn poses a seri ous prob lem to define and co nceptual ize 

the term ' household ' . 



Dorze household could not be defir1ed a. comm n ea ting and residential unit. . Th is 

definition may work for househ Id' wh ntire member Ii e in th e rural 

homestead . But, it does not work for household affected by out migrati on. Il owc\"CJ. 

the result of the demographic survei h w that m st Dorl.e househo lds (lo r 

instance, 71 percen t of the 254 hou eholci s of the resea rch . ite) include mi grant 

members who li ve mostl y in urban centcrs uch a' Addi . !\babil. In most ea 'es urban 

migrants retain socio-economic ti es wit h the co re r natal househ lei in [) rze. 

Members of the household who live in the rural compo und and migran t members \Vh 

li ve in urban areas have relati ons of 'oc i -economic interdepc ndc nce for somc 

reasons. Fi rst, weav ing is not as such profi table to acc umu late wea lth for old age 

economic security. Second , weaving is profitable mainl y in y un g age because when 

a weaver gets old hi s weaving speed and hi abi lity f pI' duc ing w ve n clothes 

declines. Thus, migrant weavers prefer to retain their land holdings and main tai n their 

relations with the rural household aim ing at old age security. The household survey 

indicates that 81 percent of old age men in Dorze Hai zo we re mi grant wea vers in their 

young ages. This depicts that most mi grant weavers main ta in strong soc i -economic 

ti es with the household members who li ve in the rural vill age . A a result. Dorze 

migrants who retain strong socio-economic ti es with their rural hou 'ehold are 

considered as household members. For instance, mi grant husband arc considered as 

household members if: I ) they send money to their famil y to cover ccrtain household 

expenditures includi ng payment for land tax , idir, hi red labo rers who culti ate 

:I'Oemoar aph ic sur vey/dat8'. unless it is spcc ifi c<t ll y qU il li fi ed. refers lO lh ' dcmogr;qJh lc 
survc y7data cil lT icd oLil/co ll ecled during the fi eldwork of this rcscilrch. Cklobcr. 2()():). 
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household plots' 2) the " t I " . , Y VISI t leir WIve and children at lea t nce in a yea r un Ie . 

they face serious problems such as illIle d . I I . an crucia 1 nage I m ney. 

3.1.1 Dorze Homestead / Compound 

The term ' compound ' refers to a di stinct hou ing area in which hous 

li ve together. In most cases Dorze compound c nsi t of hu es includi ng th e II'OgO 

ke f 'sa , mishim kef 'sa, a house of marri ed on and em her e or kitch n. Thc term 

homestead and compound are used interchangeab ly to refer to th e above- mcntioJ1 eu 

mealllngs. 

A brief description of Dorze compound would throw li ght on the 111 st co m111 0n type 

of Dorze household structure and compo iti n. Thc m ·t c mm n D rzc homcstead 

is a well-fenced compound that constitutes a num ber of house that va ry from each 

other in si ze, structure, and fun cti on. The symbol of the compound is a big traditional 

house ealled waga kef 'sa . Thi s house is considerab ly bigger in size and height than all 

other houses in the compound . Besides the waga kef 'so, the c mpoun d consists of' 

small houses such as mishira kef 'so, kaf 'so kef 'so (grain store house) dona ke f 'sa 

(local beer house) and ember e. 

Wog a kef 'sa is a house in which the household head (ket's hair o). his wi rc and 

unmarried children li ve together. Woga kef 'sa , unli ke other Dorzc hou e , has a 

unique and beautiful structure. It is sometimes called a ' house with a nose' because of 

its nose-like projection attached to its front part . The projection forms a mall room 

known as zona. To use the words of Judith Olmstead (1972:27) . ::'0110 i imply a 
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' reception room ' The" ·· 'd . I' k . . I e IS a COllI 01- I e narrow pace be t \Veen the d or 0 ( the ::0 110 

(which is locally called p enge) and that of the main ro 111 f the 11'ogo kef ·so. Benehe. 

li e on both sides of the narrow space of the zono, whi ch is \V idc cnough to entert ain 

about six people at a time. 

The zono has an important traditional va lue. It erve a a 'cheekp int ' to av icl 

unwanted entrance of people into the main room or the woga kef 'so. The tra liti onal 

rules, dere woga, do not allow certain indi vidual to enter the muin r m 0(' th e 11'OgO 

kef 'so unless the avoidance is cancelled by performing certain ritual . For in , tance. a 

newly married daughter and her husband are not all owed to pa the zono r her 

parents ' woga kef 'sa until the ritual of gal 'so od 'e / 's i carri ed ut. The performance 

of thi s ritual marks the end of the avo idance between the newly marri ed co ull e and 

the parents of the wife. (Thi s will be di scussed in some detail in the latter part of thi s 

chapter). A married daughter in the state of avoidance would be entertained in the 

zona because her entrance into the mai n room of her father' woga kef 'so is 

considered as gome or taboo because acco rding to the local views it may bring 

misfortunes on the family and/or its belongi ngs. 

The mall1 room of the wogo kel 'sa has a big space that is di vided into areas ('o r 

li vestock and human use (Olmstead, 1972:27) . The left side of the rOO I11 where 

livestock and fodder is kept is called oshel Thi s part has an opening known as 0)' 'sa 

kes izaso that is an outlet through which li vestock wa te, urine plus dung. drained out 

to the eNsel grove (Olmstead, 1972). The ri ght side of the spaee is a place v,h re 

I I Id b 's eat dl'I'11k coffee and enJ'oy chanting. There is also a filS, a 10use 10 mem el , ' 
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wooden pillar, at the center of the woga kel 'sa. Th h arth i ilualed nL 

Oruga is located beyo nd the {us, in the ex treme oppo ile t th d or. Ol'lIgo i an , 

where cooked food and household uten il s are kept. The d r f the ::oko is ca ll ed 

penge (see the illustrati on on page 57). 

As noted earlier, Dorze compound consists of ne or more hOll e be 'ides the )I 'ogo 

ke { 'sa. These houses are different from the w()ga ke l 'sa b th in i7.e <lnd structurc. 

Firstly, they are smaller in size. Secondl y, though th ey l11 ay have a p<l rti <l l n O ' c - li~c 

projection, the projection does not develop into a zon(). Olm lead ( J 972:28) stated 

that the projection is a 'cape-like ' structure that erve to pI' teet the do rway from 

the heavy rain of the highland. Third ly, all hou 'es in the compound have neither a 111.\ 

nor a 'reception room ' except the woga kel 'so. 

Small houses could be built for various purpo e . The f~l th er bui lds mishil'Cl ke l '.1'0 for 

his newly married son when the later li ves in the compound of the ~ rmer. The 

married son is not allowed to build hi s own wogo kel'sa in hi s fa ther's compound 

because only the kef's baira can do thi s. Thi s is because, a married so n, hi s wife. and 

their children are considered as members of a si ngle ex tended fami ly h usehold 

headed by the father or the ke{ 's baira. Though they li ve in a separale house the 

yo ung couples have no separate kitchen, coffee pOI and granary . The fam il y of the 

father and that of the son have common granary controll ed by the kef's hoiro. 

Moreover the two families share common embere, coffee pot and have C0l11111 0n , 

consumption pattern, This symbolizes the power and higher statu of the hou ehold 

head while it indicates the dependent status of the couple and their children. 



... 

b 

Pellge 

The mai n roo m of 
the \\ oga l.. et'sa 

The front room 

Figure I. a) The woga kef ',I{/ , traditional house of the Dor/,e, 
b) The inner part 0 r the woga kef 'so , 

, . ~ . 

Illustrati on by Abera Meliari 
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Bauer inves ti gated a similar household pattern in End rta-T gray. rding t him. 

the newly wed couple remains attache I to th ' p n ring household '. which has 

faci litated the couple's marri age. The co upl e' hou eh Id i parti all y separated from 

the 'sponsoring househo ld ' becau e both li ve in eparate h u.e . Il owe er. the t\\·o 

households are interdependent becau. e they ha v(; COI11I11 11 ' ca llie compoll n(j". 

granary, ki tchen, and ' eating basket' ( 1977: I 18). 

The physical structure 0 fa Dorze compound cou Id be con i I reel as a sylll b li e image 

of the ideal Dorze household structure. As l11 entioned earli er in thi s chapter, the most 

common type of Dorze compound con ist · of a num ber of house ' among whi ch lI 'O,l;U 

ke f 'sa has a unique feature and position. Above all , the wogo kel 'so i erected in f'r nt 

of the main gate of the compound , while the other hOll 'e are bu ilt in th e side ways . 

The former has a considerably bigger size and height. Bt: ides, it is only the Il'ogo 

ke f 'sa that has IUs and zono. The woga kef 'sa urrounded by small houses ha a 

picture that is similar to that of a mother hen urrou ndeel by its chi ckens. In general. 

its big size and height, its Ius and nose like projecti on refl ect the ex tra-ordinary 

importance of the woga kel 'sa as compared to other houses in the Dorze comp Lin e..!. 

Thi s unique position of the woga kel 'sa symbo li zes the status of the ke l's boiro. Its 

bigness shows the highest position of the kel 's baira: its Ius indica tes the central 

position of the kef 's baira .The latter is considered as a pill ar upon whi ch other 

members of the household including married son/s and hi s/their wi fe/wi ves depend. 

Despite the above-mentioned common fea tures. there are a number of household that 

have no woga ke/sa. Most of such households are headed by poor wo men. e pecially 
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widows, who have no matured sons. It i rar t ha u h a ituati n in malc-headed 

households. But the researcher fo und a single per n huh Id h aded b m n \\ h 

li ves in a newly built slnall I . I . I . lO U e lat leI t lan In a wogo kelso. li e is an ex - migrant 

who returned home recentl y. I t was reported that hi vvi l'c 111 i grated I ddi s baba 

years before he came back to Haizo. ow. a a new etti eI', h has bui ll a new -l11a ll 

house in which he lives. He has no wife, no child ren, or any oth er dCliendc nls in hi s 

house. It is in such cases an adult man may live in a mall hu e. Otherwise the ' re I' 

kefs bair a must li ve in a woga kef ' ·a. The researcher al bse rv d eC I11 p und f a 

lonely old man. The man does not li ve in the wogo kel 'so becaus the l l 'OgO ke l '.1'0 has 

dis integrated (see plate 3, Appendix). 

Though it is impossible to bu ild more wogo kef 'so in a single e I11pou nd. buil ling 

modern tin-roofed houses is tolerated. As a re lilt , yo ung men who have bette r 

economic status build rectangular tin-roofed houses in their I' their fa ther' s 

compound . However, in soc io-eul tural a pect modern houses havc in!Cri or p iti on 

as compared to woga ke f 'sa because people ti ll perform rituals in the tradi ti nal 

houses rather than in modern ones. Hence, people bu il d modern h uses that are 

considered as symbols of better economic status. There are 40 iron-roofed houses ou t 

of 254 compounds that ex ist in Haizo kebele. Thi fi gure indicates that abou t 16 

percent of the total compounds in the kebe le consist of a tin -ro fed house. Thus. it is 

common to see both traditional and modern houses in Dorze compounds. 

The woga kef 'so symbolizes the existence of a household baira, and hi d pendents in 

a gIven compound. It also shows the ex istence of an ideally de irable Dorze 
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household . The Dorze compound doe 11 t cl i' app ar e, -i I . be ausc \\ hcn thc kef .\ 

haira passes away, hi s male heir, mo tly hi n, \-\'ollid tt kc O\'cr hi s rositi ) 1) 

and live in the compound and woga kef 'sa of the 

success ion continues fo r gene at' d . '. ... .. r Ions an It maintain the ontl nuat loll I male li n III 

the sallle residenti al place WI, tl k ' d ' .. , en le wo,go ef sa etel'l rates and dl Illtegratcs a nc\\ 

one is built in its place hence it is renewed. Th proces. or replac ing thc old \I'()g u 

kef 'sa with a new one also continues for generati on un til the c Ill pouncl enti rel y 

disappears. 

A compound may di sappear in rare case, It co uld rhy ica ll y Ii -appcar when thcre is 

no male heir to succeed the kef 's boira or when the kef 's hoiw with hi ' d pendcn ts 

changes the residential plaee of the entire hou ehold, Thcrc we rc 15 c mpoun cl s that 

were completely abandoned during the fie ldwork . No one lived in any ne of th ese 

compounds. Even though it di sappears phy ica ll y, kinsmen 01' that partil ineage 

remember it for a longer peri od of ti me, The kinsmen erec t a clea rly noticeab le 

memori al-stick locally call ed vvurche ae 'si waf 'so in the area r th e ex-compo und to 

commemorate it (see plate 2, Appendix ), Moreover, th ey pe rlo rm cc rta in ritual 

acti viti es to remember the compound that has no re ident , In this regard Judith 

Olmstead writes: 

For a well-lived- in compoun d is not eas il y forgotten and th e liv in g honor it 
memory. At Masqal4, the bone fire, central symbol of the ce leb rati on. is built or 
torches carried to the public meadows in the early morni ng; the e torches, each 

4 MasqaJ or N/asqaJJa is the most Ilnporlanl annual celebration 117 /)or7.(, and other 

Camo societies, It is celebrated 117 September. The presence of each household h('(1(/ 
I~S' I 'elY ill/Porlanl during 1/71" 11/asqalla c('/ebralioll because ('ach rilUill is perforllled bJ' Ihl' head 
of (he household. Though J1Iasqa//a of 117 1" presenl lIil/e has 50111(' relnliOIlS wilh ,t/asqal of 11)(' 

E I , . 0 II ./ . Chllrel) 111051 of 117(' rituals perfol'lIIed in Dorze ar e clos('/l' i/ssocJj/le(/ II'llh ·'1 )IOjJJj/1I r )o(to.~ , . 
Ihe Iradiliollal r eligion of 1171" Gall/o people, 
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representing a compound a d I b 
f . - ' n l aVe eCIl l it ill a ICIllIl d me. t iC cerCIllOIl\ 
10 111 the hearth fi re o f the c I I . -, . _ . Olllpoun . 'a 1 mall , a c mpanl cd b) all c ider S 11 

0 1 SO il S I t there IS more tl I . . Ian Il e torc 1 l arry, brlll g IlC 1 rch r aeh 
co mpound w hich he own r . I '. . 
( J 972 :33).' 10 1 eac I mel11 rr al, whi ch slalld s. 0 11 hi ' land 

3.1.2 The Ideal household 

Bauer made clear that soc ieti es have their own idea l typ f ho usehold. Thc ideal 

household in medieval Europe was aimed at 'maintai n i ng an i 111 I1l rtal fam i I y chai n'. 

To thi s end, the eldest son stayed and worked be ide hi father. Thr ugh ti me the on 

took over the pos ition of his fa ther ( 1977:" 9) . 

The ideal Dorze household constitute a mult i-famil y househ Id. It consists 01': I) 

fa ther, hi s wife and unmarri ed children who li ve in wogo kef 'so ; 2) a marrie I '0 11 a ll I 

members of hi s family who li ve in a separate hou e but in th al11 c 1111 und .. uch 

multi-family households are also common in other Gamo c ml11un iti e Freeman 

(1999: 91) states that the people who reside in a Ook c mp lind are ' typica ll y the 

household head and hi s wife , their unmarried ch il dren and their marr ied son with 

the ir own wives and children. ' It is not uncommon to ee three generati ons live in a 

single compound . There is a similar household compos ition and struct ure among the 

Mall e. Donham (1985 :86) states that 'an ex tended famil y h uschold \-vas a cu ltural 

ideal in the Malle soc iety .The stem famil y household compri ses elders plus their 

wives, unmarri ed children, an eldest son with his wife and children.' 

Most Dorze parents des ire to have mul ti-fami ly household for a nu mber of reasons. 

One of the reasons is the desire of parents to have old ages oc io-economic security. 

In most cases, parents obtain old age security from thei r marri ed on that Ii e with 
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their wives and children in the parel1t c m d -rl I ' r h r '1 ' . , p un. 1 r li On t e t\\ O laml Ie IS 

characterized by interdependence. Th fath er c ntrol kc I r urce 'uch a Ie n and 

houses but parents are in need of old age ecurity rr m the . n's ramil '. Thc n and 

hi s dependents do not control key re ource but they arc I t nti al urces of labor for 

the parents. The son with hi s wife provide labor becau e he anti cipates that he would 

control key resources through inheritance. A hou eh Id pall rn which c nsist of uch 

interdependent fami lies would provide better old ag ecurity becau e parent wo ul d 

benefit from the labor of wives and children of their s n ven when thc n mi gratc 

to urban areas . This is because migrant sons mo tly leave their wives in their father ' . 

compound. The wives, with their children, li ving with th ir in -laws, upp rt the laller 

in their old ages. 

Dorzes also desire to have father- on joint househ Id tructurc ror cultural reaso ns. 

This emanates from the need to maintain a continuous success i 11 of h u ch Id bai/'(/s 

along with the male line and a continuous ex istence of h u eh Id chains in thc ame 

compound. The Dorze concept for thi s kind of continuity i /IIS nageyis . 

Initially, the union of a man and a woman establi shes the ori ginal hou eho ld . In mo t 

cases the newly married couple depends upon the fath er of the groom to get access to 

resources such as land. The son's posi ti on in relati on to acce s t re ource grows 

stronger through time while hi s parents ' position dec line in their old ages. The on 

would completely control key household resources after the death of hi father. The 

son who occupies his father ' s position in turn would encourage hi son to bring in a 
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wife and li ve in the same compound Mo t D d' . rze Ire t ha c such a pa ern of 

household development in order to achi eve well ecurcd Ii G . 

Despite the prevalence of thi s strong de ir , there are mailer numb rs I' jo int family 

households in the present time Dorze. Fo r example, th r wcrc 20 jo int h usehold 

compounds in Dorze Haizo kehele out of 254 house hoi Is registered Juring the 

demographic survey. All thi s households are made up of fat her' s an I s n' familie s 

who li ve in the same compound. Of the above m ntioned fi gure, 15 h u eh Ids arc 

characteri zed by sons' famili es attached to parent ' c 111 1 oun d but the ma rr ied sons 

li ve in di stant urban centers. The wives and children of th se mign nt s ns remain in 

the homestead of the sons' parent . The remall1l11 g 5 h useh Ids h< ve imil ar 

structure but both young spouses li ve in the hom tead I' the husbands' par nt s. Out 

of the above-mentioned 20 compounds there is onl y one case in which two brothers 

and their wives live in their father's homestead. 

There are several factors that alter the pa ttern of household devcl pl11cntal proccss . 

Rural-urban migration strongly diverts the above-mentioned pattern . I1m arried sons. 

staying in urban areas for longer period, delay their marr iage ti me. I n some case 'ons 

prefer to marry in urban areas rather than in the rural vill ages. till some of them may 

marry a wife in their father's compound and another in urban areas th reby they 

maintain polygynous marri age. Widely dispersed stem fa mil ies characteri ze thi type 

of polygynous marriage. This household pattern forces the hu band to move bet\ ccn 

two stem families, one located in urban area, and the other in the rural vill age. 

Besides , some sons may not marry at all in their fa ther's home tead. 
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Divorce is another fac tor that reduces the chanc f urin ) an ideal t)'p I11ul i 

family households. As a resul t of long term ab encc f mi gr nt husband )' ling 

wi ves run away fro'm the COlllpO d fl '· ' I . un 0 t le ll In aws. B au 'c ( sLi ch cvents the latter 

could not get the labor of thei r son' wi ~ in a 111 re rc l i bl ma n ner. 

3. 1.3 Household Structure 

The total number of Baizo kebele households in 1994 was 279 ( ' 1\ . 1994:" 15) . The 

demographic survey data indicate that current ly 254 hou ch Id ' ex i t in the kehele. 

Thi s shows a reduction of 25 household . The numb r f mal hee cJccJ and fell1 ale-

headed households is 11 0 and 144 respecti vely. Thi fi gure h ws that 57 pc rcc nt I' 

the total number of households in l-I aizo are female headed (see ta Ie I n page 65) 

Female-headed households (Fl-I HHs) co uld be divided int 'de jure ' and ~deJoCI(} . 

types. The fo rmer refers to female-headed households characterized by a perm anent 

absence of a male partner as a resul t of death or div rce . The w men are lega ll y 

single, divorced or widowed . De ./C1CIU FHHHs are characteri zed by a temporary 

absence of a male partner; the women are not lega l householcl head .. ome of the 

factors that have increased the prevalence of 'de facto' female-headed household are 

male labor migration, war, and political insecurity (Mo er, 1993: 17) . 

There are a considerab le number of de faC IO and de j ure hou ehold in Dorze . There 

are two major factors that have increased the num ber f female-headed hou ehold in 

Dorze. The fi rst one is male mi gration to urban center that make wive in the rural 
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vi Il age ' de fac I O ' household head , Th nd ~ ct r i. dea th ( I" hu ,' band . . \\ illcil 

results in a considerab le number 'de j ure ' h I" th t tal number 01" 

fema le-headed household , 54 percent are de (,CICI O I ' I 4 
j l 11 P rent ar dejll,.e. 

Table 1: Distribution of Household T ypes, Dorzc Haizo kebele, October, 2003 

Types of II1Is No, or III Is % rrom 101011 No of II I" 

M I-II-II-I s 11 O 43 

Dej u/'e 66 26 
FI-II-II-I S 

De/aclo 78 31 

'\"olal 254 100 

Source: Demographic data, Dorze Hai zo, October, 2003, 
Nole, HH=househo/ds, MHHs =ma/e-headed haLl 'ella/c/s, FIlII,\' /e IllO/ '- /Ieuiled /IO /lse /w/d., 

3.2. MarriageS 

There are three types of Dorze marri ages namely gela'o, sayo and da/h, 'elo'o is the 

most common type of marriage among the D rze, Gelo '0 means virgin girl. li en: the 

term gela 'o refers to marriage of a girl and a y un g man, The word SCI)'O refer to a 

divorcee woman. Accordingly, soya marri age is a marri age uni n establi shed be twee n 

a man and a divorcee woman. Dafo is marri age by abd ucti on, 

Different types of marri age Ul1lon entai l different ways of 'definin g and locat ing 

unions and their offspri ng in a soc ial uni verse' (Co l1l aroff, 1980:'" 8), imi lar ly. the 

three types of Dorze marriages dep ict marri age unions in different po iti on in the 

social context. Cefa'o marriage is assoc iated with a fu ll-n edged process of marriage 

,-, In Ihis ~CC l ion Ihe I'esearc hel' has <l11 ('l11pl ecllo c1 esc l liJe f)o r ze l11"III~!((' "s II \\"S plac ILed II1lile I!JhO, 1111 

befo r e, NO'.Vil clil\'S the l raclilional l11illTi age pr<lc lice o f Ihe I)orze has been Illixed liP "lIil \',1110US n('\\' elf'I1,"11 , 
intr oduced bv n~i grilnl and ed ucaled l11 el11bers of the soc iel Y, For 1I1stilnc , nWIII~l!e lll1 oll!(h i1bducll011 It 

I) f 
' ' ) I I 0 C 1' " 1' The c1 escripll oll is presented 111 the PI f'~(,I1t t('I1Se fOI tl1f' ,;11 

a 0 lll alT lage l ilS )ec III " , 

co nve ni ence , 
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arrangement, series of rituals and fea t TI / ' . 
. 1U , e a 0 ll1 arn gc ha a Cllcr . CI -

cultural position becallse it is the fi · I I .' . It st ega marrl agc c tab ll shcd betwcen a virgin girl 

and a young man. Following is a brief' descripti on f' ea h marri age . 

3.2. t Gela' 0 

Parents of the prospective bI'I'de al1d gl'00 111 a" / . . '1'1 . , II ange ge (/ () marri age . 1C pa rcnts 01 

the boy choose a particular girl and start approaching th e par nt f th girl to givc 

them the hands of their daughter in marri age. The I ro pe ti vc gr m and brid arc 

allowed neither to choose their marri age partner nor t reject thc marriag rrangcd 

by their parents. Moreover, they were not officia ll y in~ rme I ab ut thc marn age 

arrangement. Nowadays, the agreement of the two I artner. i, ve ry Imp nant to 

establish marriage union. 

As said above, marriage arrangement starts with the sclcc ti on r de irab le girl for 

marriage. Parents of the would-be groom choo e a I arti cul ar girl based on slIcil 

qualities as family background and good conducts. U uall y, a strong and hard working 

girl is desirable. This is because Dorze woman is expected to be strong cnough to face 

and endure the ups and downs of marriage li fe and to sh ul der multi-facetcd 

household responsibilities assoc iated with domestic chores, fa rm tasks and income 

generating activities. The following Dorze proverb shows thi s in clear term s. Mechor 

danchoy mono ge'ro adeiy bozo ge'ro ; which literall y means let the girdl e of a woman 

to be tight, let a man be lazy. The proverb cou ld also be tran lated as follows: Let the 

wa ist of a woman be girded up and ti ght , it does not matter whether the man I. 

hardworking person or not. It depicts that the household cannot ur ive if the \\'oman 
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is lazy. This saying clearly indicatc the rucial I' I r \\ mcn 111 hc hOll . chold It 

indicates that it does not matter ir a man i lazy. How cr. a \\'0111 n l11u st b s ron\! 

and hardworking to mai ntain a good rami ly and marri ag lirc. 

After the girl has been chosen the parcnt. or th e pro p cti c gro 111 select < !O:IIII.\U . 

A !azonsa is a man who is reo ponsible to play an int rl11 c lia r\' role bc tween the 

parents of the boy and that of the girl. The first task r th c /aZO I1.1'CI i a king r I' th e 

hand of a girl for marriage . He would go to the h usc r th c girl ' parent. and ask 

them sayi ng 'Mara ye 'ezui?' which mean 'Do yo u hay a hirer?' Then hc c:-:p lains 

fo r whom he is aski ng the hands of thei r daughter. uall y, th e parent r th e girl do 

not give immediate response to the {azanso. For thi I' as n, thc !azon.l'o is ex pec ted t 

visit the girl's father's house repeatedly . In th meantimc, th p rcnts r th e bride 

examll1e the soc io-economic status, conduct and gen al gi al backgr und r the 

prospecti ve groom before glV1I1g their last words to the !aw nsC/. I r the pI' po. cd 

marriage satisfies them they give po iti ve respon e. They ren e t thcir agreement by 

offering food and drink and gaya, loca ll y prepared tobacco, to th e /OZOI1.\·o 

Then, the lazansa goes to the parents of the groom and declare thc agrecmcnt or th e 

other party. Thereafter, the groom's parents fi x the date or th e wedding and the 

lazansa communicates the information including the actual date of the wedding. to 

the girl's parents. 

In traditional Dorze marriage , wedd ing ceremony is held in the gro 111 ' hou e. 

wedding feast is carried out in the house of the bride. re er. the gr om and hi s 
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fri ends do not go to the homestead f the b ·· d b ' (k ( II t rr ng ta ' ) the I, ter The groom 

stays in a new mish ira kef 'sa bu ilt in hi ' father ' c mp und o 'I he best friend ' or the 

groom bring the bride by abd ucting her. H we er, th e abduct i n is a pre-a rranged 

kidnapping fac ilitated by relati ves of both part i . indi c t d abo . th parents oj' 

the bride had been informed about the date of the \' dding. Thu . the pllrp . ely send 

the bride with a woman or two to a distant vill age t bring hOll . ch( IcilItcnsils or some 

other things. They do thi s to facilitate the kidnal ping f th e bride thnt is their 

daughter. The friends of the groom udd nl y kidn appe I an I cmry hcr to the 

homestead of the groom's father. When they r ach th I' , they let th brid Ille r the 

mishira ket 'sa where she joins the groom. 

The couple stays in the mish ira ket'sa for an hour or two. Then they 'O I1l C t th e lI 'of!,u 

ke t 'sa to take part in a certain ritual. When entering the wOf!,o ke f 'su, th ey ki '. the foo t 

of the parents of the groom. Thereafter, the father of the gr 0 111 drill ks the I ca l beer 

(dana). Then, he let hi s wife drink from the ame conto iner. Then he let th e co uric 

dago, drink together, three times. Moreover, the fath I' and hi ' wifC eat the ri tua l 

honey. And then the father let the couple eat the honey three ti me each. The same 

process is repeated with kat 'sa, a food cooked frol11 barely. After the c mp letion of 

these events the parents praise the groo l11 and bride saying 'May y LI beget chi ldren . 

May YO Ll . prosper!' Finally, the couple retires to their mishira ke f 'so. Th i ma rks th e 

end of the wedding ceremony. 

Atter the wedding ceremony, the couple stay fo r a number of week in the mishiro 

kel'sa . The mother of the groom provides th 111 with the be t traditi nal fo d . Thi i. 
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the period of avo idance between the co upl an th r ar n the 'rOOI11 . The c uric 

is not all owed to enter the woga kef'sa of the gr 111 ' I arents Thl: lat er als do not 

enter the mishira kef'sa. The mother I' tile gl' 0111 can rrovide till: C( upk \\ i il food 

and drink but since she is 110t II d ' , a owe to elll 1' , h rut s the lood at the gate 01 the 

co uple's house This avoidance ' b' I .,.' . IS I ug 1t t an end b a , Imrie rItual ,med ut 111 

the woga ket'sa after a few weeks. 

There is a similar state of avo idance between the coupl e and thc parent ' of' the bride . 

Ga/ 'sa ade !,::; , a ritual carried out in the woga kef 'so of th c bride'. parents, mark s th e 

end of the period of avoidance. Following is a brief de cripti n 0 the ritual. 

Gat'sa Adet's 

The literal meaning of gat'sa ade/" i to let omeo l1 en ter into ne's . mr und o It is 

a ce remony in which kumef's i brought frol11 the home tead of th c groom to th at or 

the bride's father. kume/'s refers to wholeness or fulln es of 0111 thing. KlIl1Iet's in thi s 

regard refers to dana. a spec ial kind of local beer, fill ed in a ce rtain container. The 

relat ives of the groom bring kumef 's to the house of th e brid e" parents. The dUllo 

Illustfill the container because everything must be fu ll to carryou t the ritual of gOf 'so 

ode / 's . Besides, they also bring a big pot or pots fill ed with honey. 

When the ritual is started , the newly wed coupl e enters the l FOgO ke f 'so of the bri de 's 

fat her. They walk into the inner part of the lliOgO ke/'so being kneeled . They 1110\'e on 

the ground that is covered by fresh ensef lea es. The parents of the bride and other 

relati ves wait for the arri val of the couple being in the lI'oga kef 'so. I-laving entercd 

69 



the woga kel 'sa, the couple kis es the r t r th 'd ' r I I 
II e n l, t1cr t1 nIh t rthe m thcr 

and of other close relati ves. Then, the pa r nt prai e th n I,; I \\'cd couple . <I) ing . 

durelilei meaning May yo u prosper; di chilei, Ma u gr \ . )'e li lei, ay y u begct 

children; yeliri haysat'so oufa eisilei, May yo u pi a e u bearing hildr n. GUI 'su 

odel 's is fo llowed by another ritual ca ll ed so/e. 

Sofe 

Sale is a ritual of togetherness performed in pub li c in an pen markct place . It is 

carri ed out after the end of gat'sa adel 's . When the ri tu al (' gul 'so odel 's cO lll es t( an 

end the couple and other participants walk t the ll1 arkct pl ace to 'so/e' . Thc \NO Il1 Cn 

enj oy local beer sitting outside the market. The bri d ad rn cd h ' rsc I r wi th trae! i ti ) 11<1 1 

clothes. Men including the groom wa lk in the markc t 'r cting p opl say ing 

) )000 . . hooo ... !' This marks the end of avo idance and dec larc, the 'toge th erll e s' o ,' the 

re lati ves of both the bride and groom. 

Bolo Asho/Lukumo Asho 

Gal 'sa adel 's and safe were not the only rituals. There is an th cr im portant ritual 

called bolo asho that is performed duri ng Masqa l sacrifi ce. Bolo asho i a mea t ritual. 

Nowadays, the Dorze do not prac tice thi s mea t ri tual. /Jolo (lsho is pc rformcd on the 

day of shuha6 that is the day of Masqalfa sacrifi ce. It wa a cercmony in whi ch th e 

oroom and his best men take meat to the house of the bride' parent . loko a '170 i a 
b 

. I , . • , " I ' I S'lCrifice l"IIual of 'Iasqall a. The [)orze .'eleiJl atl' ~ In iI (( I I ~ " I he te rlll Shuha re fer s to t1e annUd , 
. . '. . I . I ' move back to [)orze and JOll1 th(,11 I ('I~tf\'('s \\"IV('S and l hll II 11 

1ll~ll1l1e r . Urban 1llIgrant s In 31 ge 1111111 )el S , . . , . ,. , 
. ) . I ' I I··t \ 'eek o f Sel) t Illber. All kc t Sit halr'l,jo f DOll( sl,luglll( I tlH'II l,l. I. ,I Shuha IS Ill os tl\" ce leb l'atcc 111 t 1C ,15 v . . -- -- _., , ... . , . 

. I' I t · 'aule in tlw vtllal« ' I 101 I" thall I ,,() ). ('11 \\( I' S,llIlflLI cJ I] 'h, rloclo-J)orze Illil l''' e t pl;lCc . No one S tllI g 11'1 l 

Shuh;1 u f LO():.l which I obse l·vecl. 
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preferable part of cattle meat which include th 

covered them. In other words, zoko asha wa 

ack nc thc ribs \\ i h the meat 

Ie kind I' eallic meat in tillS 

regard. Zoko asho consists of a 'd ' bl . 
con l ela e part f slaughter cI ( lli e 1'1' 111 It neck to 

its tail excl uding the four legs and th t I TI omac 1. 1 gr 111 ' · gr)Up arri e th e ::oko 

asho to the bride's parent's hOllS 'tl ' .. e WI lout cuttlllg It Int po n . Ilo\\'c\'e r. th ey do not 

eat from it in that parti cul ar day. Rather they re I' ed ith kor'.I'U and local beer. 

After a day or two, the co uple and the best fri end of the gr 111 go to the hOll se or the 

bride's parents to eat the meat. In addi ti n to what th ey c n 'umed they take part or 

the meat to the homestead of the groom's father where it i c n ume I b the rest I' 

the household members. 

3.2.2 Dafo 

DC(/o is the second kind of marriage, whi ch i establi hed by abdu ting a girl . It has 

been mentioned that marri age by kidnapi ing a girl i cO l11l11 on in J.!.e /o'o l11a rr iage . In 

the case of gela'o marriage, the abducti on i ca rri ed out with the knowledge or 

parents. Judith Olmstead stated that the 'ambu h wa n surpri se' . The gir l pu t on her 

best cloths when she leaves her parents' home. The parents have pri or agreement on 

the abduction of their daughter. The abducti on is n t carri ed ut acc iden tally 

( 1973: 141 ). 

Here, dafo refers to a surprise and an acc idental kidnappi ng or a girl. either the girl 

nor her parents have any informati on on it. Dafo is a fo rceful mean of ge tting a \\ i Ie 

without any prolonged marriage arrangement and wedding expen e. ~ o reo CI'. do 0 

cou ld be carried out with the agreement of the girl. In both ca e . the man would hide 
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the abducted girl in a distant al'ea r I' a b r k 
II l1um er wce 'S in order () <1 \ id direct 

confrontati on with her parent and relative . Then. h w uld end I er t the parents 

of the girl to make the union lega l ( rfi cial) and al t maim in peace ul rei;) ions 

with the parents of the gl'I'1 WI I I . . . 
. len t 1C aHcl r co 'n lZc the union. the C lIple brings 

hllne!'s, i.e. dono and honey, to the home of the girl's parents. The ritual )f g O{ ' \(/ 

ader's is performed thereby the newly married co upl e and the p.lrents of' tile \\ ill: 

establish peaceful rel ati ons. 

Nowadays, the practice of force ful abd uction i rarc. I ecause the police and legal 

bodies (the court) have started to take eriOll mea ur again t th c wh 'lbduct girl s 

fo r marri age. However, do/a marri age i eldom pra tice I with pri I' grecmen 

between a young man and a girl who prefe r to e tab li sh l1l arri a 'e unl n with lit a 

pro longed marrIage arrangement and wedd ing xp nse . (ne r 111 re , earch 

ass istants who is a civil servant marri ed hi wi~ by ab lucting her with th e c nscnt Jr' 

the latter. 

3.2.3 Sayo 

The term soya refers to a di vo rced woman. According to th e re ea rcher' informant s. 

it does not refer to a di vorced man. Dorze marriage that is e ta bli hcd by a divo rced 

wo man and a man is also call ed soya. Soya is a frequently prac ti ced marri age among 

the Dorze. One of the causes fo r the preva lence of soya marri age i the hi gh rate f 

divorce in Dorze communiti es. The hou ehold survey data hov that 45 I crcent of th e 

male and female household heads of the sa mple reported that they faced di orce in 
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their marriage life. The data al 0 h that r marriage I. a c 111111011 phen l1lcl1011 

among the Dorze. 

Soya marnage IS not arranged by a 10;:0/7.\'0 . M reO\'er. parents do 110 iJl\ oh c 

themse lves in the arrangement of uch a marri age . Th fri en Is of the .\(/)'o pia) the 

lead ing ro le to facilitate .\'oy o marri age. Women wh o pia all i nt e rm edi~l r)' role arc 

most ly sayas or widows. The,'e wOlllen facilitat the marr ic )C LIll i 11 by persuadi l1 g 

the soya and the would-be husband . When the tv\! parti cs agree . the \V men rg<1 l1l /e 

an occas ion of local beer feast. The prospecti ve hu 'b, nd an I wi fe 'II I ate money by 

which local beer is brewed for the ~ ast. The b t fri end f the m n <l nd th .\'oyo take 

part in the occasion. The beer feast is condu ted in the nei Ihb rin g h usc of th e 

future wife. First ' beer of the man' i served. When th beer f'c '\st Slarts , the !'uturc 

husband and wife daga 7 three times. Then, the ee l' is served t all oth er pa rti cipants. 

The same process is repeated with the ' beer f the woma n'. The gr up fi xes the cia e 

in which the saya would move to the house [the would -be husba nd . On th e fi xed 

day, the woman with her belonging move' to the house of' th e man. There is no 

formal wedding celebration in saya marri age. Howevcr, th e .\'0)'0 is we lcomed with a 

brief feast of food and local beer. Onl y the couple and imm cd iate nei ghbors of the 

husband take part in the occasion . Thereafter, fr iends of the hu band g t the paren s 

of the wife to declare the new status of their daughter. When they reach th ere. the y 

wou ld say: 'inlena'a kel'sa' meaning 'your da ughter has e tab lishcd a house' . The 

" Il . f I I I " I"ng sll'le In wil lc illlVO pe l sons c1 nnk l ogl'tlll'1 fl0111 Ill( ~ .. n\(' con ~1I1('1 ~ t,l( "',1 ( ago re e r s to OCrl ( J 111 \I '- . 
, ," ' I " d I) '1'(le cl ago I cinnl, togE' thl'1 I to 1'l' f1 l'c t tl1(,l1 lo\,{' and 01 to)'!('llll'I1ll'SS ("'( ,III' 

11111C', , IVO f l' le nc 501 g l 00 111 an I 

(" ;\ppc nci ix ), 
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parents respond by praising the man'iag uni n 

'May she beget children'. 

3.2.4 Marriage Transaction 

mg: 'I.lfo,. I1U'(/ 111 ~()' meaning 

Marri age transactions among the 0 rze m e t b th directi n. i.c . rr m the parent '" 

of the bride to the newly wed c I d r. I . oup c an 11 0m t l C husband ,lilt! IWi pa rent:> tll the 

parents of the bride. Material transacti on to th brid and / I' t the newl married 

couple is made in two different times. Thc fir t nc I ca ll e I don -/1() 0/010 which i ~ [\ 

small hulL/ko sent to the bride by her pa rcnt in th ry datc f t hI,; \\ edli i ng. 'I he 

second material transacti on that is to thc newly wed p use i ' vcry big hlllllko 

locally called dalet'sa bulL/ko, which serve a a blanket. D del 'so hulllko i , big 

bulL/ko. Informants of the researcher estimated th c pri c rthe! II luko t be cqu iva lcllt 

to Birr 300.00. 

Marriage transaction from the husband and hi pa rent ' h u eh Id t that f th e wi fe 

is transferred in the form of dana (l oca l beer), honey, and mcat. Thi s i ' c nducted 

twice. Kumel 's is the first transaction that consists of dana and h ney. It is transferrcd 

during the ritual of gat 'sa ode! 'so The amount of the dana and h ncy varies ba ed n 

the economic status of the giver. The most common typc f meat that g es to the 

bride's parents is called zoko asho. The latter i the name or a con idcrab le p ni on of 

cattle meat that consists of part of the slaughtered cattle from th e neck t the tail 

exc luding the four legs. The groom and hi s best men take th e meat to the bride' natal 

fa mily during the day of Masqalla sacri [i ce . 
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It has been argued that bridewea lth tran acti n pr ail in patrilineal societies \\hel\; 

res idential patters are viril oeal/patril ), I csides, bridc\\calth 

payment has been associated w,'tll all'ell at,' 11 f w men ' lab lIr and repr du ti\'c 

capacity, Thus bri dewealth is I aid in rd er t c mpen 'ale the 1 ss of' ad ughtcr fr III 

her natal family (R Browll 1950'50) p " I' I f'·' ' . , . ) " atl l lI1ea /\ I I an . elcll es slich as the lIcr 

(E-Pritchard , 1990) pay bri deweal th , whi ch C Ill pri e a con 'idcrablc nUlllbcr of' callie , 

Besides, it is common to deal with a prolonged bri I wea lth neg ti ati n among th ese 

people. The Dorze soe iety is patrili nea l. Re id ntial pa tt ' rn i also 1 < lril o al. I lerc 

one may raise a questi on: Do the Dorze exerei e bri dewea lth tr n. a ti on') 

The term bridewealth shoul d be defi ned so a to an wer the ab v que ti n pr perl y, 

Bridewea lth , according to Goody (197 :5), is not a payl11 nt that is ' nSlIlll cd dllrin I 

marriage feas ts. It is rather a pay ment that i tran fe n ed t the bride's kin , eSI ec iall y 

to her brothers, so that the latter can take wi fe, Turnor ( 1980 :8 ) has ~ rwarded a 

simi lar defi nition. He states that bridewealth i the total am unt f t ck paid ut by a 

man to hi s wife's kin . Based on th e 'e definiti ons the I orze do not exc rci sc 

bridewealth transacti on because what the husband 's famil y tran ' fe lTcd i matcrials in 

the fo rm of dana, honey and meat. All these are consumed du ri ng ritual s, There is no 

signifi cant amount of marriage payment ei ther in kind or in ca h, 

The above description gives the picture of Dorze marr iage practice a e, erei sed by 

the people in the past. There are change these da igrants \Vh have becn 

infl uenced by the urban cul ture serve a agent of change, The introduce/add ne\\ 
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cultural elements and ]Jract ices \"hl'le tllC gl' 
' V Ic ' attcntion to SOI11C of' he local 

marriage practices. Nowadays: 

I. Young men choose their marriage partner in tcad f acccpti ng \\ hat is arranged b. 

the i I' paren ts. 

2. Some male migrants marry in the urba n areas. Then , they (\\ ilh their \\ i\'l':s) go t) 

Dorze in order to perform some of the nece ary ritual . 

3. The former marriage transacti ons tran fCITed in th ~ I'm IJIIl llko and meat Iw'i 

been abandoned these days . Informants reponcd that par nt d n t give th e bi g 

bulukv called dahet 'sa buluko to their daught r during hcr marri 'lgc. Iksid (,; s. thc 

newly wed husband and his best men do not take zoko o.\'ho to the parents f'th e bride . 

4. Unlike the previous gela 'o marri age, young men cI n t 'abduct' a girl r a bride to 

establi sh marriage. Like the urban wedd ing ccrem ny, thcy with their best l1l en n1O\'l' 

to the bride' s parent 's house to fetch the bride. 

S. Again unlike the pervious period , marri age tran ac ti on tran ~ rred fr 111 th gro 111 

to the bride may include materials sLich as gold jewell ery. m clcm cl th , shoes, anc! 

perfume. 

6. Moreover, some members of the Ethi opian Orthoclox hri sti an practice religious 

marri age what is commonly called teklilmarri age. 

I 0 t'll r 1 t adl'tl'ollal Ill ~ rl ' l age IJrac ti ces and Despite these changes, t le orze s I peJ'Jorn r c u 

ritual s such as gal 'so adel 's, and so/e . In general. marr iage prac ti ce in Dor e include 

some of the former/loca l elements and some nev element in tI' duced by urban 

mi gra nts. 
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3.3 Divorce 

Divorce is common in many soc ieti e tl h . 
1 ug It rat ari , rom s Ict) t S Cll:: 

8 hoola (1988:175) states that Somali marri age i the frail , rilllc thing. ' n gadishu 

where Bhoola carried out a fieldwor'k 55 , I r ent f ' mali \\ men havc faced 

divorce (p, 177). Divorce among the Somali i a implc nd Ull I1lpli alcd mallcr. ,\ 

man can divorce hi s wife b)1 d"cl'II'I'11g 111'· \VI'S I1 t I ' · ' " , ' I I' . \.. ( ' 0 11S \ I e 'ayll1g l l\'orCe you 

three times in the presence of other witne s ( 11 4) p. . I' C is al s c mm)n in 

Tegray communities. Bauer (1977: 127) m nti on th at fal l ll1 arr iagc c ntract d from 

which one partner is still li vi ng, 45 percent end in div ree . Thi ' h( ws that III rriagc 

among the above-ci ted societies is unstable, 

Like the cases of the Somali and Tegray, marri age, m ng th 17 ,C is unst'lblc . 

Divorce is si mple and frequent. The hou ehold urvey data incli at thi ' sit uation . r 

the total of sample household heads, 40.6 percent of femal h 1I Id head and 4 , .7 

percent male household heads reported that they faced di vorce at lea t once. The 

qua litative data also show the prevalence of di vo rce. 1\ con iderab lc number or 

informants repo rted that they expe ri enced divorce two or more times. Il owcvcr, the 

number of divorcee men and women at a given time i not signifi ca nt. ccording to 

the demographic data, only 4.3 percent of the tot.al number of h usehold (i.e. 254) in 

the research site was affected by divorce. This is mainl y becau c f the prevalence of 

remarriage in the society. 

One of the reasons for the preva lence of hi gh rate of divorce among thc Dorze could 

be the absence of bridewealth transacti on. Olmstead ha tatcc! that 'd i orce 
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possible and is not a compli cated affai r r, . tl . ' . 
, I ilel I n Imp rtant ransfcr or I r Il:n~ 

between groups on the occasion or marri age' (197 :"0 . 

Thi s is not always true because there al'e OC I' tl' I . t 1 t pra tlce marri age I aymen t lut 

characteri zed by frequent di vorce. For in tance, the mali tudi 

exchange both bridewealth and dowry wh il e divorce rate in th tlt ciet)' is \'cry hi gh. 

However, many anthropologists have as ociat d brid w 31th pnymeJ1t with marr iCl ge 

stability. Evans Pritchard (1990:90) state that uer bri dewea lt h tran sa ti on has tl r( It: 

of stabili zing marriage unions. Becau e when a w man runs < way fr 111 her husbnnd 

the bridewealth cattl e that are transferred to h r kin must be returned to the husb'lnd 's 

kin. Thi s creates serio LI S problem on kin (relative) th at arc a untab lc t return th e 

bri dewea lth cattl e. As a result, those who woul d I c fr m th c di ss luti n or thc union 

put pressure on the wife to li ve with her hu band . imi larly, ' 

also argued in a similar way. Moreover, citing the ca or thc ga la ( I' Ino nesill , 

Barnes (1980: Ill ) indicates that divorce rarely occur whcn bridcweal th has been 

paid . The case of the Ema, anothcr commun ity in Indo nesia , suppor s the above 

menti oned idea. The Ema have two types of bridewea lth payment ' mall price' ane! 

' large pri ce ' . The payment of the 'small pri ce' and ' large pri ce ' completely integrate 

the wife into the lineage of her husband. Moreover. di vo rce is impos ible after the 

complete payment of the ' large pri ce' (Ibid : 100) . 

Bridewealth payment is not the only fac tor that lea e! to marri age tabilit. arnage 

payment stabilizes marri age to some extent. The other fact r that stabilize marnage 

is the birth of children. Evans Pritchard (1990:94) tate that di\' r e i ' rare among 
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the Nuer after the birth of the second ch' ld ' h . . 
I In t e marri age unl n . imilarly. arne ' 

(p. II S) indicates that di vorce relati ely ea am ng th e Kedang ea '\ rn 

Indones ia. It is more frequent when children ha n t en rn In th lInl n. 

Likewise, among the Ema of Timor di vorce i rare hen th 

children (Ibid : 101 ). Like the cases of the uer, K da ng and 'ma, th irth r 

children has an important pl aee in Dorze marri ag . The ab el1 c r hildrcn in a 

marriage union mostly leads to di vorce . Dorze men d n t he itat t di\! r th eir 

wives who are considered to be infe rtil e or barren, 

Migration of husbands and their long-term ab ence fr m th ir f, mi l aL <l ll se 

dissolution of marriage ti es . Some wives prefer t div rcc rath I' th an all wing thei r 

husbands to migrate to distant towns. A you ng di v rced in~ rm ant r p ned th at she 

did not accept her husband 's idea of migrating to Add i Ababa. The hu band rejected 

her oppos ition and migrated to the capi tal. While he left Dorz , hi wi e m eel out of 

hi s house. As the result , the union came to an end . 

The long-term absence of migrant husbands from the rural h me tcad may Icad to 

divorce. Especially, young wives do expect their husbands to vi it them at lea t once a 

year during Masqalla. They also expect the provision of cloth es, ufric icnt amount of 

money to cover Masaqalla expenses, idir and land tax payment . The cl o not tolerate 

the continuous absence of their husbands duri ng Masqall a celebration . One f the 

young info rmants, now a di vorcee, made clear th at she prcfers t bc a soya rath er th an 

being a woman neglected by her husband. 
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Polygyny is another factor that gi ve ri e t di or e. 
I migran WCe vcr ' ha\ c a 

wife in the rural area. Some of them al 0 marri ed an Ih r \ i c in urban ce nt res 

without the knowledge/agreement of their wive. Thi 
meli m nni ct and 

ends up the union with divorce. Sometimes hu band marr tw r m rc wive in Ihe 

rural area . If they do this without the consent r the ~ rmer \ i ~ , thc marTi ge r a 

new wife may be followed by the divorce of the D rm er. 

Some women divorce their husbands becau e of ec n 1111 nUI11 cr r .10 ),0 

informants reported that they divorced their hu band b au their l11i lr nt hL! bands 

do not send them money, do not ' feed' them during annual h I ida . Th y al do not 

cloth them especially during Masqalla. 



Chapter Four: Household Economic Pattern 

4.1 Social Status of Women 

The economic and social dimension of 
ciety are int r-t\ in d. Thc arc n t 

standing apart from each other. Thus, let us lea l with th i - ultur I p il ion r 
men and women before we deal with gender rol 

p<llcrn . 

Different factors affect gender stat use and role. 

One of the factors that determine the role of womcn i inl lrUClurc. iting 

Weisner and Abbott, Clark (1983 : 112) ex plain how a lr ng p, lr il incal tl'L1 lurc or 

the Luhyia restricts the ' independence and enterpri e' f w n1 n whil c (l wcakl:r 

patri lineal structure of the Kikuyu puts ' fewer constraint ' n thcm. Thc D r%c ocia l 

context is characterized by a strong patrilineal structurc and ideol gy. Cll h,lve 

hi gher socio - economic status while women's po it i n i th at rd inalc one. 

Only men own and inherit land and other non-movea ble asset , nl y mcn ca n be kef 's 

baira, household head, and sacrifice for the we ll - being of thc h usch I I memb r ', 

Only men drink first from a newly brewed loca l beer, and ea t frol11 a ncwly harvcstcd 

grain. Dorze tradition associated with kumef 's illustrate the rolc and status of mcn 

and women at the household level. 

Kumet '5 means 'full ' and 'complete ' (Freeman, 1999: 11 ). It al 0 refers t wholeness 

and newness. The following are considered as kumef '5. When a c v give birt h to a 

calf the new milk that is milked in the first few day i ca ll ed kUll1ef '· . new I , 

harvested grain and a newly brewed local beer are also c n idered a kUlI1ef 's. 

Members of the household including the wife coul d not con umc the ne milk. a 
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newly brewed local beer, or a newly harve t d grain 
re the k f '.\ hoiro de , ·Ir.t 

the kef 's baira must offer part f the kumel 's the 
pirit and th en he 

himself drinks or eats part of I't, ' onsul11l11g ne mil k, I I bce r r grain berort: the 

kef 's baira is considered as game or tabo , The rze al l sLlc h a ta b 'ISC!) 'rU 

miraza game ' which means game of ' fir t ea tl'ng' ·tl ' ' I ' L1 1 1 rm r . In cert, In 1 

women are not allowed to smoke incen e L1nl e the h LI h Id hoiro put th e incense 

on the' ilanei kana', a small earthenwar uten il on whi ch the in n e i m ked , 

It is said that Tseyra miraza game would bring b lit mi ~ rl un c and harms n tile sc 

who transgress the traditional rule with regard to kumef ", The ~ome Ihm i au. ed by 

'fseyra miraza ' must be cleansed by offering a acrifi c . The n wh vi I ts til e 

taboo must offer kumel 's . The kumef" could be mi lk r I ca l ce r, The k ' I ',I Iw;ro 

performs the sacrifice ritual by spitting/ pia hing th e kllm 'l 's br ught by th 

violates the taboo. 

Al l these show the higher status of the household baira wh d minates the deci i 11 -

making process in relation to household re ource , It al indica te th e cxtremc 

dependence of the wife and other members of the household upon the household 

baira , This cultural context seems to make women dependent upon men and '. i yes 

upon their husbands. In other words, it show the weak positi on fv men' d cision-

making power regarding resources , The followin g proverb reflect thi fac t. The 

Dorze say ' Menansani degalan isinok,' which mean that· both women and' dexala ' 

(tanner) are the same. The proverb revea ls that wo men and th e dega/a ha e equal 

status .' The degala are despised and marginali zed ocial group in orze and the I' 
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regard is considered to bes imilar t that f th u ' ?,% b m 11 h \' 11 ri 11)[ 

to own and even to inherit land from their par nl and hu band , x 

The above cited proverb show not onl the weak p It I n m n III r I ti n t 

decision making over household re ources bu t al. 0 , ho ' th ir i ll f ri r , tat us ill th 

society On the cont rary, th e oth r a l' ll l!. cI' tecl b I \ ' d' I I ' I ' I ~ III I at s tIC ll g ler 1(\ 

status of men , It runs as follows: ' Ade % 'osoy / or::.)' w hi h lit r II i11 an 

country where men are respected is Dorze ', 

Furthermore, the different ocial tatu f mal (l nd CI11 (l 1 III 

retl ected in parents' preference to beget male rath r than I" mal hi ldr 11 

( 1974 35) has stated that the Ga rno hi ohl andcr , in ludill I th I orf. 
d 

female infanticide before the 20111 centu ry ( 1m tead, I 74 : 5) M rc vcr, D rz 

traditional values still refl ect the preva lence of male I r fcrcn e, F r InstanCe, \ h n (l 

woman gives birth to a baby people would a k for th e sex r th 11 wi , born baby 

sayi ng "awa ye/erie?" meaning ' what did he deli ver?' (i ,e, mal or fe 111 al ?) I f the 

response is ' wacha', which means female, the peop Ie wou ld a ' / :' /1 ' dU,:!1() , mean i ng 

' M ay the baby grow' However, if the newly born bab i ~ und to be ' ode ' i e mal e, 

the people w ould refl ect their delight sa ing ' Ade ayo 0 /1 hoi ' meani ng ' Let the 

mother o f a male child be proud l ' The people also c uld sa, ' AIIIl/w /loyeltl'U oyo ' 

w hi ch is to say ' Let the male chil d spli t her mother while bei n I orn 

~ Currentlv there are some exceptional cases in which WOlllen inherll land, Y inforlllanttoid Ille that (1 
widow w~man inherited land and residential compou nd from her fa ther-in -Ia\\ fter the death of her 
husband she li ved with her father-in -law, he helped the fa ther of her e:-.-hu band in hi old <l ge In IllS 
last dC1\'s the old IllClil offi ciall v transferred hi land (l nd re Iden\l (1 1 c IllpOllnd 10 III c1aughter-ln-I (l \\ 

No" tl',e woman with her children li\'e II I that cO lll pound 

83 



mother of a male child be proud I ' Th I 
. peop e al ul d ay 'AIl/lJlono yeliro 0)0 ' 

which is to say ' Let the male child plit h r m th r \, hil e b 111) rn . 

4.2 Gender Division of Labour 

Though women have lower socl'al d 
tatu an weaker p iti nIp \ er t c I1trol 

economic resources, their contribution in hou eh Id 
c n idcrabk: . 

Women's status and role in the h usehold ec n my Ic rl rcn ted in the 

traditional gender divi sion of labour in the D rze iety. 

A well-established tradition of gender divisi n of lab ur eX I t am ng the I rzc. In 

some cases the division of labour is a ciated with tri ct ru lc ' and tab . I: I' 

instance, to carry manure or fodd er i c n idered a hamc("u l ac ti vit ies ~ I' ll1 en 

because these tasks are supposed to be women ' task . M reo ' I' , \V men arry Il1 t 

of the things such as firewood , ensel and harvest/grain , ("odd r ae mpar d wi th 111 n. 

The following description of gender di vision of labour may givc a vivid pi cture of 

gender division of labour in the Dorze society. 

Farm tasks are strictly di vided and assigned to male and femal e domain . Women. 

including unmarried girls, are responsible for manuring plot be ~ re beginning other 

farm activities. Men carry out the next two tasks, hoe ing and owing. Then. women 

take over the task of weeding and harves ting. Thereafter, men c me t the fi eld fo r 

threshing. Finally, women transport the harvest to the home tead. In general, the fa rm 

task starts with women 's role i.e. manuring and end with wo men' ta k that i 

carryi ng the harvest to the homestead . Figure I summari ze 'V hat ha been aid abo\c ' 
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Figure 1: Gender Roles in Crop Cult ivation 

'Mmen Men Men men ~ Maunring ~ f-being ~ 8)wing V'leed lng ~ .. Dung -- ~ labour 
-~ ~ed ~ labour ~ 

I-bmesead , 
~ 'Mmen Men 

, 
V\bmen Ca rTyiri·g Hirves: lhre Sling HarveS:ing ...... Sraw ...... Harvest/grain I 
~- , 

We have seen gender division of labour in crop ult iva ti n. £nsel cli iti uti n IS 

another major farm activity because ensel is the ma in s urce ~ od ~ r III st 0 rzc 

households. There is a simi lar divi sion of labour in en ·el cul tivat i n. W men arry 

the ensel seed lings to the area of planting. Men dig the gr unci ancl plant the en 'e l . 

Here stops the task of men. However, the role of wom n c ntinu be au e the ther 

tasks including manuring, harvesting, and proce sing ar tasks that ti c in the d main 

of women. 

Moreover, women take care of livestock. There is a se riou shortage f grazing land 

in Dorze. As a result, women cut fodder and carry it to the homes tead to fecd 

livestock. Women also chop ensel leaf in order to feed li vestock . In add ition to thi s 

farm related activities, women engage themselves in various househ Id chorc 

ranging from cooking food for the family to fetching firewood. They al so in vo lve in 

income earning activities such as petty trading, local beer brewing, and spinning 

cotton thread . 
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It has been believed that women play a considerable r I in ood pr du ion. B 
cru 

(1970: 50) in this regard stated that ,'n hoe c. . 
I arm II1g area su- rI <. 

d ou t in three 
women carry out most of the farm tasks. The sampl 

regions of Ethiopia: Amhara, Tegray, and the South ( 
PI )9 in 1997 nd 199 

also show the considerable role of women in producti ve ac (i vi( i . Th dat indicatc 

that women in SNNPRS contributed 34 percent of the lab lI1' alld ti1l1e illili t ill crop 

cultivation while men contributed 66 percent. Women' contr ibu ti n in en.l'e l 

cultivation and in livestock production is 60 percent and 77 percent r pccti vc ly 

(Wudnesh, 2003: 18). 

Dorze women playa leading role in food production fi r me reas n . I) M st 

Dorze men consider themselves as weavers. Thus they prefer t hire- Ia ur r in teae! 

of carrying out farm tasks. The inclinat ion of Dorze m n t wa rd wcav in g re t s 

some gap in the farming sector. Besides, male ut mi gra ti n als red uce a 

cons iderable amount of male labour from most household s. W men dev te th eir time 

in order to fill this gap. 2) Most Dorze men li ve in urban areas as mi grant weavers. As 

a result, they entirely left the task of farm management to their wive who li ve in the 

rural village. 

As discussed earlier, women 's role in farming is signifi cant. For example, let us 

consider the task of manuring in order to see women's labour and time contri buti on in 

crop production. Manuring is not a simple task in the contex t of Dorze Ha izo because 

a great majority of Haizo households have farm plots out side the kebele . The r suits 

" 'SNNPRS' refers to the Southern Na tion. Nationalities and Peoples ' RegIonal State 
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of the household surveyl O data indicate that 75 p r nt Il ai z h u ch Id ha \'c arm 

plots in a distance that ranges from }lalf } - an 1 ur t t\, h ur. \V Iking, hi h \\ 

that most women in Haizo carry manure fr m h m t 

from half-an hour to 2 hours, The task is not a ingle da a ti it , 

walk to and from farm plots to perform the ta k. 

\ , Iking 

mcn r p <tcd l)' 

In households that have distant plot wom n d m rc timc nd I b ur in 

manuring. Let us consider the case of a 48 yea r old w m n ca ll cd I\rshic . I\rshic is 

the wife of a migrant weaver who lives in Addi Ababa. I\rshi aid t b a barrcn 

woman. She did not give birth through out her marri age life. h 

husband's compound. The farm plot of her husband is I ca tecl at a t\, h urs w'llking 

distance from her house. Arshie reported that he carries manur t the I I t three 

times per week. She does this for six week . T tall y Ar hi \ alk 1 tim s in six 

weeks between her house and the farm plot. Th is mean he wa lk 72 h Llr fr m hl:r 

home to the farm plot and back home agai n, Thi s h w that Ar hie v alk t the pi t 

for 36 hours carrying manure on her back , She has to wa lk an th cr 36 h Llrs t come 

back home, She repeats this task every farm season, Thi s d e not include Ar hi e' 

time and labour devotion on enset manuring, weeding, and harve ting. The ca e of 

Arshie reveals that one of the tasks that con Lime the lab ur of omen in l-!ai zo i 

manuring. As indicated in the above paragraph , 75 percent of Hai 0 hou ehold ha ve 

land out side the kebele. Thus, the women in these househ Id alk from home to the 

plots and vice versa, 

10 " . .. I s' t is cl arly speci fi ed, refers to the household surv \' of thIs I(,S <l1..:h 
The household SUI vey , un es I . . . H'. k b I 'n 0 'Iober 2003. This is app/tc,7ble III I!le 11'.\1 1!I/oUf(!I 0111 Ih(' 1!lI'SIS 

c;:t IT led ou t In 00 1 ze al20 e ee l ( , 
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4.3 Labour Networks: Yusho 

The term yusho refers to a system f - perati ur. P pic ure e, Ir 

Ylisho rk ' I' LIp may 11 , \ 'C household labour through yu ho arrangement . 

different number of members. Each member f the rk gr up nlribule lab ur 0 

other members and receives back a pI' p rti nal am unt f la ur r 111 Ihe Iher 

members . 

Dorze women have multifaceted re ponsibilitie . B ide farm ti iii s, they inv I\'c 

themselves in petty trading, foddering, ~ tching fir w d nd c ndu ling Iher 

household chores. Dorze women manage t carry ut m 

tiresome activit ies by manipulating their acce to labour thr u d, rI us Ylisho or co­

operative labour arrangements . In other word , w men max imi z their a cess to 

labour by engaging themselves in yusho w rk gr up . W m n hay a num ber r 

Yusho arrangements aimed at carrying out lab ur inten i e ta ks 'u h as manu rin g. 

harvesting and carrying ensel seedling . Dorze men al have la ur netw rk . 

y ushoes that are associated with farm acti viti e . They hay y usho netw rks for 

hoe ing, levelling farm plots, sowing and thre hing. Table 2 be l w h ws labour 

networks of women and men. 

The findings of thi s research data indicate that women rather than men ha e m re 

yusho arrangements and other networks. As discus ed ab e 0 rze w men are 

expected to carry out various labour intensive task . The acc mpli h the e la k by 

manipulating the available resource in the loca l soc io - cc n mic con texl. They 

secure extra _ household labour through vari ou yusho net \i ork . l ore ver. pel) 
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trader women establish relati vely stable gr 

other while they go to distant market . Th 

up . t.. 

t th m Iv 

danger. They also exchange resource . r . , In l' rmatl n and capital. 

Tab le 2: Types of Labour Networks (yusfl o) of Dorze Women and 1cn. 

Type of yusho Task ace lnfl lishcd 

Women's Out 'sa ashuncha Ylisho Ensel harvesl ing, 
y usho Agisa ida yusho Carrying manu l'c I dislanl 

plols 
Ban)!,s melo Yllsho Barely harvesting 
Oul 'sa i 'do y l/sho Carrying en 'el ecdl ing I 

arcas f ellsel ecdling 

PulO suqel yl/sho Spinning c lion Ih read 

Men'syusho Gosha y l/sho Hoeing, 

QOI 'sa )ll/sho Leveling farm pi ts nnu 
sowing 

Kat 'sa bl/ko )ll/sho Threshing 

Women + Qaga )ll/sha Bui lding trad iti nal 

~ 
houses ... 

Source: Fieldwork data collected from key inform ants. 

r m any I 

No. or 
I11cl11be r~ 

4-6 
4-8 

4-8 
4-6 

6-
10 
4-6 
4-6 

4-6 
10-20 

The researcher argues that Dorze women have m re labour n twork becaus they 

carry out more productive acti viti es a compared to men, Thi in di ate that in 

societi es in which labour is a scarce resource, a oc ial gr up that acc mpl i h morc 

producti ve tasks would have more labour networks. imi larl y, 0 rze \ omen ha\' 

more labour networks because they carryout more intensive lab ur ta k . Dorze mcn 

contribute less time and labour in farm acti vities. Hencc, the ha c Ie cr num ber r 

labour networks, Female informants di sclosed that the are ill olved in ),lIsho 

arrangements because worki ng in work group help them to mplele much more 
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work within a short period of ti me. They furth r i I1l d III he I Ih '1I,Iho \\ o r~ 

group helps them to work longer hours without eing xhau I d. 

The practice of performing di ffe rent tasks in wo rk gr up 

deep-rooted tradition among Dorze women. The pre alen 

reflects thi s practice. Dorze women sing different yu.\"ho 

r y ll.\" /7 0 e IT ng mCl1Is i a 

ngs 

ng \ hil e Ihey \ ork 

together. Though it is impossible to pre ent the beauti fu l and In I Y IIS!JO son J 

in their full picture and context, the re eaJ'cher ha attem pted t lit th v rd r a fe\\' 

songs below. 

4.4. Yusho Songs 

Song one: 'Lolashe' 

Loca l term s Translati on of loca l term 

Lolashe-Isipei pe'ana ... .. . We shall spend Ihe day t gelher. 
Lo lashe-I sipei suqana .. .... We shall spi n together. 
Lo lashe-I sipei buchana ... We shall harvesl together. 
Lolashe-Isipei idana.. ..... We shall ca rry [manu re, en 'el ] t gether. 
Lo lashe-Isipei hashana ... We shall harve t ensel together. 
Lo lashe-Isipei dichana.. . We shall grow togeth er. 
Lolashe-Etopa isa ko .. ... Thi s is the cul ture of -th iopi a. 
Lo lashe-Haiz isa ko ... ..... Thi s is the cul ture of Haizo. 
Lolashe-Etopa asana ..... . Let us protect Ethiopia. 
Lo lashe- Etopa dichana ... . Let us deve lop Eth iopia. 

Lolashe, song one, is a famous yusho song. Women sing lolashe whil e the carry OLlt 

all y usho activities. They sing saying we spin [cotton thread], ca rry manure, and 

harvest. .. together. Besides, women sing different type of ngs ~ r each t pe r 

yushoes. Now let us see a song of spinning cotton thread (see plate 6. Append ix) . 
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Spinning cotton thread is a common ec nomic acti rzc \\' men . I IS 

difficult to find Dorze women who do n t pin thre d. men htl C COllon- . inning 

yusho locally called punto suqet yusho (see plate 4, ppend ix . The num " 

women that participate in punto suqel yusho vari e fr m t 10. h gr up pin cqual 

amount of cotton thread for each member. In s m mcm ber. \\' rk 

throughout the night. In such occasions each member bring d ( lied flll/IJI1{f 

mil 'sa, which is used to make fire. The women pin itti ng r und the fin.:pln c. 

Members of the group sing songs, narrate stories, and di eu en LI IS 1I • \ hilt: 

they work. They use songs to ridicule tho e who feel a I p, I enc L1 r g an I prai s 

those who work hard, or to flatter each other menti ning g d l11 e nn r and d cds of 

each y usho member. When some one fall s a leep the 

So ng Two: Song of Spinning Cotton Thread 

Local terms 
Tisko tisko 
A lmazi tiskoy 
Ona ayko 
Mundei aiyko 

Oumbandei - Odei lisky 
Oumbandei - Odei lisky 
Oumbandei - Ode; lisky 
Oumbandei - Ode; lisky 

Translation of the local terms 

Sleep! Sleep! 
It is Almaz 's sleep. 
Who should the sleep catch? 
Let it catch Mundie? 

Oumbandei 
Oumbandei 
Oumbande; 
Oumbande; 

Whose sleep i it. 
Who e leep i it? 
Whose sleep is it ? 
Whose sleep i it? 

Women sing as follows to fl atter one of their fri ends: 

Local terms: 

Seira /ago L 'a lago 
Se ira sere Lomei lere 

weyehe - hu 'nara 
weye 'he - Zawka Mundie 
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Translatjon of the local term 

The generous fri end, the beautiful fri end, weye 'he I t u \ ith u 
Monday' s generous, a ripe lemon, weye 'he, Za ka ' Mundi . 

The above two lines of the song are aimed at pral Ing n r til \\' men ca ll e 

Mundie. Mundie was regarded as generous be au he f"t en invites her fricn ds 0 

drink local beer in the market days: Monday and Thursda a re Lilt, the \\ men 

fl attered her saying: "Monday ' s generou , a ri p lem n." W 111 n al 

carry manure to di stant plots. In the fo ll owing ng \ men prai 'c 

homeland. 

Song three: - Wose: Song of Manuring 

Wose' Wegiza dere . . . 
Wose ' Tenkelei Dorze. 
Wose' Woz i wogizei? 
Wose' EI 's i terizei. 

Translation of the I 

A coun try that deve l p .. . 
Tenke lei' 0 rze . 
How doe it devel p? 
Like a ri pe sholl / 11 1 

ing \ hen they 

rze - thei r 

They also sing to encourage, and natter them elves. The ~ II "lllg ong IS a \'cry 

good example in th is regard. 

Loca I term s: 

Wose ' Isa aso 
Wose' Sudira aso 
Wose! Werqa Chacha 
Wose' Nuni ha 'e i gachilei bira bacha 

Translati on of the local terms 

Wose! 
Wose ! 
Wose! 
Wose ! 

You people who carry manure. 
You people who come together. 
Glittering like go ld . . 
We the children of the era are sick le 

II 'Sha l,,'is ~ big lI ee lhat produces ed ible frUit s. 
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4.4. Household Economy and tl A' . 
< Ie s ' umptlon of th cw II LI S It Id . C J1 rn y. 

The role of men and women in producli acti iti c in IIll: 

previous section of this chapter It 11a b I . een a 0 I ted Ih I n ra her Ih n men 

contribute much more labour and time in pr ducti a ti ili e . let u c, amIne 

whether the basic assumptions of the NHE theor c L11 appli d I expl in 0 rl.e 

household economy. 

The new household economics theory a sume that h u eh Id r lInl t f pled 

economy. Besides, they are characteri zed by comm n prefer nee r 'j int utilit y 

function ' . Household members pool economic re ur e ti fy mm n 

preferences (Fapohunda, 1988:143). The m del al 0 a umc ' th e an 

altruistic head that controls and distribute pool d re Lire r the 

household . The altruistic head is 'selfless ' per n who redu e hi wn n ul11pti n 

in order to distribute resources to other member (I bid .). 

Different researchers have criticized these a sumption r th NH ~ m de l 

(Fapohunda, 1988 ; Young, 1993). Do the basic as L1mpti on r the H model 

adequately explain Dorze household? The re earcher ha attempted to pr vide 

answers to this basic question in the next few pages. First, I will examine the degree 

of resource pooling in Dorze households by considering key h LI eh Id re urce : 

labour, land, and income. Then I wi Jl explore whether Dorze h u eh Id member 

have common preferences by examining intra-household interac ti n. Finall . I \ ill 

turn to the analysis of household income and expenditur pattern to xam ine whether 

there is joint expenditure pattern in Dorze hou ehoJd or not. 
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4.4.1 Labour Pooling Pattern 

Dorze household members pool their labour in me acti iti e u n In 

others . Spouses and other members of the h u eh Id p i th I I' ther 

resources in farm activities However d . , men an men d n t rr ut the '<.ll11e 

farm task together; rather they accompli h diffe rent ta k 

diffe rent stages of farm tasks. Women manure pi t , 

I di crcnt lime and al 

d, har t, and finall y 

transport the grain to the homestead. Theoreti ca ll y, men I h c plots. 

sow seeds, and thresh what women harv t. In pra ti ce, h w er, lh maj rit oj' 

Dorze men carry out less farm task than women becau I) the l11aj f rl'.c 

men live in distant urban areas. Thus they are not availabl in rural vill a 'es du rin' the 

fa rm season; 2) Men, according to the dem graphic data, 7 p I' ent r the I tal 

num bel' of men treated in the survey reported that they enga 'C thcm cl e in wea vi n , 

while only 16.8 percent of them invo lve in farming ( ce tab l n p.1 0 ). 

As al ready noted above, most Dorze men are urban migrant . A a re ult w m n pia 

a dominant role in managing farm plots and fa rming acti viti e . Be ide , w men 

contribute a considerable amount of time and labour to the culti ati n f ~ d cr p . 

Despite their major contribution, however, women have vel' lim ited c ntr I ocr 

crop production. Men rather than women store the har est in the granary, close, and 

seal it with animal dung so that no one, includi ng the wife, coul d take gra in '. ith lit 

thei r permission. The following case illustrates how male h u eh Id head including 

those who li ve in distant urban areas maintain strong contI' I 0 er cereal huba 

is an old man who lives in Dorze Haizo. He, a a mi gran t ea er, Ii ed in ddi 
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Ababa for more than 40 years. Though he Ii d in lh 

control over cereal products of the hou ellold. H 

hu m na d 0 

rep r1 d lhi 

In these days we produce a small . . . 
time when he was a y amount f ClOp . In ur pen d [re emn t the 
good . Then I used toou~gdlll a nl everything \. a go d: the land . the han eSI. .. wa s 
keeptl " p/ o uce20qu/ntal of grain . t rtheh.net lu ed a 

le grall1 111 two granaries I cl d f with cattle ' . 0 e one 0 the gran. rie . e. led pr perl 

I ft tl I 
dung so that no one could open it du ri ng the peri d III b ellce I 

e le ot ler granary open fo tl ~ '1 ' • . r le amI y con um plron. I u ed t pen th e ea led 
granary when I came back to Haizo for Ma qal celebrati n. 

There is similar pattern of labour pooling between p u es in ens ' I Ull i alion. 

beginning stage of ensel cultivation both men and w m n p I thcir la ur. 

t thc 

mcn 

transport the ensel seedling to the area assigned for ensel plantin v hcrc a mcn di g 

the ground and plant the ensel. The role of men in en el ulti c ti n i c nfi ncd t 

hoeing and planting while women, in coll aborati n with their (hu "11 ' r() ntinuc 

taking care of the plant throughout the peri od. They al harve t and pI' cc S ' 11.\'eI (r 

household consumption. This indicates that women playa d l11inant I' Ie in ens' l 

cui ti vation. 

The role of women in ensel cultivation is much more than the r Ic f men. sa rcsull 

of this, though women have very limited control over cerea l cr p . th ha e bett r 

access to and control over ensef and ensel by-product . They can sell part of the ense l 

products and use the money to cover other household ex pen e . H we er, it hould be 

noted that better access to ensef products is not without any limit a the are expectcd 

to consult their husbands in order to cut and harvest new en el plan t . 

Labour is also pooled in weaving, which i a male dominated activity. 

Nevertheless, Labour pooling in weaving ha a different pattern . -ather and on 

95 



rather than wives and daughters lh ' I poo t elr abour t pr du w en g d . n. In 

their early ages wind bobbins al1d . cal ry out other \ hr ugh time the) 

start weaving but the father controls th inc m arn d fr m elling \\' en g ds. 

Women and daughters also poo l their labo . t UI 0 ome extent 

of male children in the household . But their rol e i c nfined t 

do not weave because weaving is considered to be " male' 

inding bbin . They 

k'· r . 

As explained above, male members of the hou eh Id and a rtain de'ree 

daughters and women pool their labour in the weaving ta k . II wev r, the r ther 

controls the income generated from selling woven g d . H ma s me 111 ney. 

2.00 or 3.00 Birr, to his wife saying "let you buy c ffe .' II 

his sons though they pool labour for the purpose of winding bbin and pe rG rmin , 

other weaving related tasks. 

In most cases sons are not allowed to weave for their wn Inc me. n a married 

son who lives in his father 's compound is not all owed t weave and g nerate inc me 

independently. This creates son-father confli ct becau e the B rl11 er want t achi e c 

economic independence while the latter to maintain his d l11i nant p sition in 

controlling weaving income. The conflicting interaction between Alel11 e and hi 

father is a good example in this regard . 

Aleme Demissie, a 43-year old man, li ves with his wife in hi fath er' compound . 
Aleme 's wife carries out farm acti viti es such a manu ring weedin g, har e ting, 
and taking care of the enset grove. She also suppOl1S her moth ~r-in- la>; in other 
domestic chores. Aleme and hi s wife poo l their labou r In the hou ehold 
producti ve activities whereas Aleme's father control ~arm product (cereal 
crops] and income earned from weav ing.. lel11e ha a?e Ire to gener~te hi 0 \ n 
inccllne. He asked hi s father to all ow hlln to wea e In dependent I In order to 
gen~e ra te income for himself. The father refu ed . Thi r ulted in a eriou 
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contlic.t between Aleme and hi s fa ther. The mOlh r \ a in aVOlIr Icme. he 
g~ve hlln son~e money selling her jewe ller that leme 1Ii d I, n \\ca\ in' 
his personal IIlcome Aleme st" ·t" d ' . . . . al e weav 1l1 III 1I h a \ a and man cd I g,lIl 
some lIl~ome . However, he faced seriou chall en bccau e hi , Iher a ked Ilim 
to contribute more and more money from what he arn a lin J 'wc nccd I pa 
I~n~ tax, pay for farm labourer' etc. ince A I me i call idera Ic p ni n 
hiS lIl~o l11e to hi S fath er, he could not gel an indcpenden l ill me lIr c. Final!) . 
~le Illigrated to Addis Ababa to work a a " ea er a 10 ncra c 111 \\ n 
InCOllle . 

The researcher observed similar pattern of labour p ling in a in' hou ch Ids of 

Shiro Meda in the capital. Male children and ther male m mb rs r h Li sch 1<.1 carry 

out weaving related tasks such as winding bobbin . Wi and d u ' hter al p 01 

their labour by winding bobbins. The father contI' I the inc me , inc I f'r m . clli ng 

the woven good. However, he redistribute a small p rti n f th inc me t th 5L: \ h ) 

contributed labour. He gives one or two Birr to each acc rding t the am unt r the 

profit, the skill and contribution of each hOll ehold m mber. Th 111 n tri lItcu to 

those who pooled labour in the weavi ng ta k i ca ll ed "ye s ' l1h ' / lII isC!, , mcaning 

' Sunday ' s lunch '. 

4.4.2. Pattern of Access to and Control over Land. 

As mentioned in the previous chapter, the model of HE a Id arc 

units of pooled resources . However, researchers who studi ed African ieti e Ll ch as 

the Mandinka of Gambia and Yorllba of Nigeri a have rejected thi a sumpti n. c 

(1981 : 110) for instance, indicated that Mandin ka p uses c ntr I eparate pi t 0 

land an'd cultivate different types of crops. They also have the ri ght t c ntr I 

crops they cultivated on their land . 
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The pattern of access to and control over land in rz h u eh den I II he 

assumption of the NHE model It ' I d' fr . IS a 0 I II rent fr mind \ ncr hip 

Mandinka households . Unlike the Mandinka ca e rale 

plots of land. According to the assumption f the II . Ihe , \ hi h lail11 ' Ihal 

households are units of pooled resource , land i n t a p led r ur e In r7e 

households . In the first place women have n land rze land . 

Only men have the right to maintain contI' I ve l' land and Ihc r n n-m eable 

resources such as houses . Besides, nly male hav th right t inherit land fr m 

household bairas. Nevertheless, women have acce farml and thr u ·h thcir 

husbands, in the absence (death) of their hu band r thr ugh their n( · . I ri 

marriage and at the time of divorce they get acce uch re ur 5 thr u d. thei r 

father or brothers. 

Though women get access to land and house through their mal r lati ve , hu bands. 

or sons, their access to the above-mentioned re ource is t mp rary. Wh n get 

married she loses the rights of access to land in the natal famil y. At the timc f 

divorce she loses rights of access to her husband ' land and ther n n-m vcable 

resources. A divorced woman may go back to her parent h mestead t li e and 

perhaps to get access to land and other resource there. Howe er, a di vo rced man 

faces different obstacles to get access to key resource . ometime he ma no t be 

able to secure shelter in her parents homestead if the latter had been cupied b ne 

of her married brothers. Under such condition a woman has n ri ght t la im acce 

to these resources in her natal (parents' ) home tead. 
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This male dominance in relation to acc t and Iltr I cr land u \\ men 111 

dependent position vis-a-vis men . Thi precari u p iti n \ mcn mc imc. 

exposes them to problems especially when di or e mc a c a I v rcc 

women may not get access to land and re identi al c mp und th in their hu band' , 

and parent ' s homestead. 

A woman named Oile faced such a problem \ h n he 111 cd a fr m her 

husband ' s homestead because of divorce. Oile atar , 5 r ed. had 

married twice . The second union was foll owcd by div I' c, v hi h r ed 111 C 

out of her husband 's compound . After she m ved away fr m her -hu h usc 

she tried to secure shelter in her parents' comp und but cd t Ii c 

there . OiIe explained the problem she faced a f II w : 

I was forced to move back to Haizo. [She had married her scc nd hu ba nd in 
Dorze Hirpo which is a neighbouring kebe/e to Haiz ]. But I uld n t ct a 
chance to live in my parents' compound becau e 111 br ther and hi , v i fc had 
occupied it. My brother lived in Addi s Ababa and hi wife li ved in th e hu e. 
brother's wife did not allow me to li ve together wi th her ill the al11 e hu e. That 
was the time of serious probl em in my li fe . My pr blem wa Ived \ h n the 
people of Haizo built a sma" house for me in a public land . H ve r, I ha I n 
ensel land or farm plot. That was another problem . Thu I could n t gr w what I 
need to eat. There were times in which I was forced t c "ect \ ild fruit and 
roots in order to get food . After some year the wi fe of my br th er die . Then I 
managed to live in my father 's compound because my brother \. h had inherited 
the compound lived in Addis Ababa . A a result no one \ a th ere t Ii e in th e 
compound. My brother did not send money for land tax payment. J e" ellsel and 
spun thread in order to pay land lax. I use the enset and"" 

4.4.3 . Household Income Pattern 

In the previous section of this chapter, it has been exp lained that n n-111 able 

resources are not pooled in Oorze households. Rather male member pred l11inan I)' 

control them. Following is analys is about Oorze households' inc m pattern . 
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A great majority of Dorze household ar char t ri zed 

sources. The demographic data on Dorze Haiz k 

percent of the households had di ver ified inc m ur 

households engage themselves in varl'O ll e . . .. con ml e aCli Ill e In 

income. Weaving is the major source of income fo r the maj 

75 percent of migrant and rural resident husband e rn in m 

clothes. 

IV r i Icd In me 

Id \V thn 79 

neratc 

The amount of income earned from weaving i determined a num er f a t rs 

such as the amount of available labour, the d gree f weavin kill and f th ~ 

weaver. It is also affected by market condition including d mt 11 I ~ r v n' ds 

and prices of weaving inputs and woven go d . If an ad ult weav r ha ' a l1umber r 

sons who help him in his weaving tasks he could pr du e m r w 11 I the ith in 

a relatively short period of time and gain better income. When h rk al nc, his 

income would be smaller. More skilled weavers in ve t m re tim and labour t v Cll e 

quality clothes, such as tibeb, and earn better income. Th e wh pr duee les qU ll lity 

woven goods earn less income but within shorter time inter al. Th a of the weaver 

also affects the amount of income earned . Younger wea er ea e m re quality 

clothes within shorter period of time than older ones. Thu , the unger the wca cr 

the higher the income earned from weaving. Moreover, the market prices f v ea ing 

inputs such as mag, dir and that of weaving products affect the Ie el f income 

earned. 
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Moreover, the results of the demo I . grap llC ur e 

income earning activities such as go vernment \ rk 

carpentry (1 percent) (See table 3, p. 103). Be id " num r 

that run business involve a relatively 111'gh ' . I ' el capita In stmcnt. 

as Cherqos and Altaye for instance, have shop in Addi 

They also have business vehicles such as ISllzu cars and mini 

In ' e in her 

e ( per en ), and 

mi gran hu b nds 

m mi rant · Sli h 

\\' n . 

mc th r have 

become brokers, guards, and factory worker . till me lh r c, rn pr fit by 

' exporting' woven clothes to the capital and other big t n 

In her comparative study of Dorze and Dita c mmllniti Imtca d ( I 74 :5 prided 

the following data on major economic acti viti e in the tw ' I' ma ll m tured 

men in Dorze Haizo 15 percent knew how to fa rm whi Ie nl 2 

themselves in farming . On the other hand 82 percent f m n in thc mc arca had the 

skill of weaving and men who were full time weaver n ti tutcd 7 p r nt r the 

total number of husbands. Based on thi s fac t Olm tead ncludcd th at 0 rze is a 

' weaving society' while Dita is a ' farming soc iety . The dem graphi sur ey or hi s 

research shows that men who are full y engaged in weav ing and th e wh mi xed 

weaving with other economic activities such as farming and trad ing nstitute 75 

percent of the total number of husbands (i.e .1 70). Of the t ta l number f male 

household heads those who are full-time weavers were 27 percent. The ther 

percent combined weaving with other. economic acti ities . Th da ta h that '" 

percent of men mixed weaving with farming. About 5 percent added pelt trading and 

farming on weaving. Other 7 percent mi xed wea ing " ith other ec nomic acti il ie 

including government work, carpentary and dail y lab ur 
rk. en ho clai med hal 
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they are fully engaged in fanning were ab ut 

percent full time weavers mentioned by Judith 

per ent. hi Igur 

1m tead . 

grc< er han 2 

Though Dorze women have lower social tatu their ec n mi r Ie i d i i c r the 

well being of the household. Dorze women are ex ten i I In I cd in v< ri liS 

productive and income generating activities. According t the dem 'raphi d,lI:1 9 

percent of the total number of women in the ample g ncr t 

diversified sources. They spin cotton thread and brew I c I c r. Thc 

In me r 111 

rc In cd in 

petty trading and other economic activities including en el pI' c . in g, eIe1 I' lIi n' 

and pottery (see table 4 on page J 05). The mo t im p nant ur C G r the 

overwhelming majority of women is selling hand- pun c It n thr ad . ~ r than 8 

percent of women in the sample generate income fr III pi nning and selli ng tton 

thread locally called mag. In table 4, it is indicated that nlyab ut 12 pCI' nt the 

total 253 women do not generate income from elling hand- pun thrca I. The ,ain 

income from petty trading (5 percent), pottery (J.5 perccnt), and I al bec r clling 

(0.4 percent). Petty trading, firewood , and fodder selling are urcc r inc mc G I' 

about 4.3 percent of the women covered by in the dem graphi c Ul' y. H evcr, 

selling mag is not the only source of income fo r women. s table 4 sh s, 0 percen t 

of the women in the sample earn income from other ource including pell trading. 

beer brewing, and fodder. Only 2 percent (5 out or th e 25 omen) did n t engage 

themselves in any kind of income earning activiti es. 

Besides spouses, sons and daughters also generate income fr m an u ource . In 

general , daughters and other female members of the h u ho ld earn income rom 

' women' s economic activities ' such as petty tradi ng loca l er re\ Ing. In ning 
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home-spun cotton thread, and se ll ing fodder . n In th rural nte:1 gcncr<Jlc 

income from very limited so TI ' . . urces. lelr partt clpati n In p r ing i insigni I an 

because women and girls dominat tl ' ' . e liS econom ic aCli it . 

Table 3: Distribution of Men's Income E . (0 . arnmg ccupatlonal) Pattern 

No. Of men Perce nt Fro m totnl l o. Of 
OCCllpllliO/l hu sba nds 

Weav ing (W) 45 26.5 
rarming (F) 8 4.7 
Government work(g/t work) 8 4.7 
Tradi ng (T) 5 2.9 
Carpentrv(C) 2 1.2 
Others 8 4.7 
Weaving+ Farming 56 32.9 
W+ Trad ing 6 3.5 
W+ F+ trading 8 4.7 

W+ glt work 8 4.7 
W+ carpentry I 0.6 
W+ Daily labour I 0.6 

W+ Black smith I 0.6 
F+T 2 1.2 
F+ glt I 0.6 
F+ C I 0.6 
F+ W+C 2 1.2 
F+ Black smith I 0.6 

Other 6 3.5 

Total 170 100 

Source: Demographic survey data, Dorze Haizo kebele. October, 2003. 

Thus, a few of them have 'open shops' along the Arba Minch- hcncha r ad where 

they se ll woven goods mainly to touri sts. A few others are in I ed in pett trad ing 

activities. The majority of them weave, but since most son wea e undcr the c nt ra l 

of their fathers weaving is not an independent source of income for on . sa re ul . 

most of the sons in their early ages migrate to Add is Ababa and ther ur an centre 

where they can earn their own income. 
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[n general, most members of Dorze h 

economic activities to earn cash incom Hou h Id 01 mb r .• in ludin II 

years old girls, devote their time and la bour 1 earn 111 om Thi . b au. 

most cases the income generated by pou e n 1 lh ba IC 

household expenditures). Food crops particul ar l 

households is much lower than what is needed 

c r al 

Id 

informants confirmed thi s idea. [n relation to thi , Y geba hal12, h ad 

of nine members, said 

en mall Here the amount of crops that wc producc i lim it d: It I 
harvest of most families in Dorze docs not exceed thr 
Dorze is nominaL We are famling merely t sa wc ar 
depcnds upon enset cultivation: cnsct i . our ·oul. 

r fI ur qU lll t I 
f:.lrI11111 I , tiler, 

The above case indicates that most hou h Id r I 11 ' liS ' I 

I II In 

I I . t 

Iln u, I cr p 
F, rl11 lng III 

ur . un I V I 

r th ir 

lei 

d 

consumption. However, ellsel food s InU t be uppl ment d b c r aI. , ro 

vegetables. Thus, cereals such CIS mai z - Cl nd bar I I 1'0 I' P includin p, 

sweet-potatoes are bought to supplement hou eh Id c n ul1lpti n. l3 e id til . 

foodstuffs and other important items such as fu I (k r b 

bought. Most household members including children of un In 

different income earning activities to fulfil the e ba ic nece iti e The foil wing ca e 

depicts the role of spouses and children in income earning aeti iti 

Awoke. 72. has a wife. 2 sons and 2 daughter . One of the n (yO UIl e t one) 
lives in Addis Ababa The other son who is 24 ycar old and daughtcrs ag d I ~ 
and 10 respectively li ve with their parents. In thi I \V-Income hou chold each 
mcmber generates income and contributes to the hou eh Id ce 1l 0 111 ~ 

I" . b ' of Alllh 'lnc (noll-Dorz ) Iwm s whJl .. ('as" studl' san- dlscuss"'\ 
,. The r 0adel' will cOllie acrosS a ll llill el < . ' , , " ' ' t f cO llfllsion. COllsl( lrmhlr 1l11lllhpr of [)oup!> liS' t\lIlh ~n(' 

III Ihe Ihpsis. T hiS lllil Y CfP. il t P some sor 0 .' ' , . . " . fl ' . 'd by Ih.' llrh:lll (,lllilln I'llh.'r hilt Ih.) It" III IIrh,1I1 
, ,. I '\ " . ... -\ o f them h l lv e IJl' t ' li 11\ liLlie t 

Ild llll.S )I.U lll" l. Ill <>S ' . I ' r th. COIlIIllIIlIlI\ ('cordlll r tho 
CI, nt er's o r' ,IS a r'es ul t o f their' CO ll ta ct wi th mlgran l mp.OI)PI!-o (1 " • 

, , f f ' I . d 53 % of mal(, respondenls had ,\mhm Ie 11-1111' ~, 
denlOgraphlc data 44 % 0 Li lla e .Ill 
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Table 4: Distribution of Wolllcn's I nCOlllc ollrcc . 

--
Sourccs of incomc No. or 1I'0l1lCII 1"1' III. 

F r OIll or 101:110. "h e 
Selling hand-spun thread 127 SO 2 
(SHST) 
Pclly trad ing (PT) 13 5.1 
POllery (1') 4 I 58 
Selling local beer (SLB) I 04 

Ense! processing (EP) I 04 
SHST+ Pett y Tradi ng 37 146 

SHST+ Local Beer se lling 32 126 

SHST+ I) Trading + Local 12 4.7 
13ecr 
P. Trading+ Fodder II 43 

SHST+ POllery 5 2.0 

SHST+ Houscmaid I 04 

ShST+ Oaily I 0 4 

SHST+ SLB+ POllery I 0.4 

SHST+ I 04 

SI-IST+ EP I 04 

no Personal Income 5 2 

Total 253 100 

So urce :Demograp hic survey data, Dorzc Ha izo kebele, Octob r,200 . 

~ wo~e, 72, .has a wife, 2 son and 2 daughter . nc r th 11 ( ull gc ·t Ilc) 
lives 111 Addis Ababa. The other son who i 24 year Id ane! 2 e!< lI ghtcrs agee! I 
and 10 respect ive ly live wifh their parents. J n th i I w-inc mc h u eh Ie! each 
member generates income and contribute to the hou eh Ie! n 111 • 

I ncome of Spollses 

Awoke [the husband] weaves and makes from 5 to 7 irr pcr week. Fr III lh i 
income he pays contributions, gives money to hi wife in market da . The \ ife 
who is 57 earns income by spinning and selling cotton thread. Bc ie!c , he ca rrie 
and transports trade items from Dorze to Doko for ' ri ch' v mcn . The trip fr m 
Dorze to Dita and from Dita to Dorze take three day . Aftc r mpl ting her e!utic 
in Dita she earns an average income of Birr 4.00 b which he bu imp rtant 

foodstuff and comes back to Dorze. 

Income of Chi ldren 

Awoke' s daughter, a 13 years old girl , en gage he r elf in a ill1ilar income earning 
activities. She carries trade items (for women trader ) froll1 Dorzc 10 B nke to gain 
an average income of 3.00 Birr in one trip. he also upplemcnl ~hc hou :hold b, 
covering certain expenses. The eldest · 0 11 , 24, \,vork a an a I lal1l dn er and 
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helpsl}he family . He ass ists hi s father ' 
meat . He also provides his tl . . In land la pa 1m III and in U Iflg I la qal 

mo lei Wllh ome mone in me rk da 

From the above cases it is 'bl , POSSI e to under tand h \ th 

household generate income a d I n l OW they co er certain h 11 eh Id e pen es. 'I he 

contribution of h eac member plays an important r Ie t th 111 int n n c f l1e 

household. 

The above discussion reveals that Dorze household ar hart tcriz cI eli cr ified 

income sources. The important question here is that: mcm r p 

their income? Male and female household head wh w re a k d th 

provided the following answers. About 75 percent f ~ m I Id h a I and 7 

percent of male household heads responded ' Ye ' Th i nd i te ' th t 

members of the overwhelming majority of Dorze h u eh Ids n rat In m(; fr 111 

diversified sources. 

As noted above In the majority of househ Id 111 th tlld K 'hete 

households' members do not pool their II1come and do n t ha c j int hou h lei 

expenditure pattern. Each member gains income from different s urce anel c vel'S 

certain parts of household expenditure and keeps the remaining part r her/his income 

for her/his personal expenditure. Husbands all ocate part of their income ~ r the 

payment of farm labourers, land tax and idir membership fees. The ma gi e certain 

/.'I '/i1esqal meal ' does nOI li )dicale an ordliJalY meat. MesQal is Ihe mosl celeblBled 1I0Itd".,· among Ille 
Dorze. All households Ii) Dorze have a common sacrifice. rilUal carried oul m Ihe DorzelBodo malkel pl.1<t' 
Foul'. Sl~\' or eigl71 kel 's bali-as (household heads) conlJ'JbUle money and buy an ox. The ox IS slaughu'lf>d ,11 

{he markel place. K et 's bali-as are responsible 10 buy MesQal meal. II is Slrie l l.l' Ihe role of men E"ep' kCl's 
bflir a. poor or rich. is r esponsible 10 buy MesQal meal. Those who fail 10 do so ,11e flat cOJlsldc/I'd ;/~ 
r especled ket 's baim. Theli' wives undermine them and the society gIves less Ie peel. 
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amount of money to their wives in market da that th \ Ive 

and some other important items for household con umpti 

of their income to enjoy tej and local beer with their ri nd . l he 

other purposes. Daughters may cover part of househ Id In 111 "t aes 

they do not give the money to their parent . Rather the 

household utensils when they earn income and a e m 111 n 

jewellery to maximize their capital for the purpose f p tt II' ding. h peri en c r 

Almaz can be taken as an example in this regard . he aid: 

I started petty trading when I was living with my par Ilt . ri r t I prep<lred be ' 0 ;ll 

home and sold it in Dorze market .The profit wa very lI1 all . The maximum PI' It I 
made on a single market day was 1.50 Birr .A a resul t I 'ave it up and tancd ellin 
maize. I bought the grain from Chano and old it at 0 rzc market. he PI' fit \. as 
good . I earned about four Birr per market day. What I ga in d r 111 \\ 11l MkCI" in 
Dorze was about eight Birr. I helped my parent fr m what I al'l1 co . I did Il t Ii . 
money to my parents. Instead, I bought sa lt, co ffee cabba e, during r 111 <lrkct 
day . When I made about eight Birr per week lu ed to p nd a li t ur r I e [ irr I 

buy those th ings . Moreover, I saved in bank ['bank ' refer \ I a I 111 nc a in 
institution] two Birr every week . 

4.4.4 Household Expenditure Pattern 

Earlier in this chapter, it has been described that hou eh Id l11em crs ha e n unilary 

income pattern. Next is the analysis of expenditure pattern f 0 rze h u eh Ids. 

The researcher also tried to study income and ex penditure pattern f \! ea ing 

households at Shiro Meda, Addis Ababa and came up with a imi lar inc me and 

expenditure pattern. Spouses of the studied households have eparate in l11e s ur e 

. relation to fo d h u eh Id ex enditure . 
and different and well-defined roles m 

Husbands generate income mainly from weaving whi le 
earn in OI11C r m 

d· Husbands are re pon ibl \ 
firewood selling and petty tra mg. 

over thc ex en e 
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major food crops such as maize Fo thO . r IS purpo e th er In m un 

min e \\' men's of money on weekly basis. Routine and di ver ifi ed ~ 

food budgets. They supplement the household ~ od tuf pu r h< ing v Je t ble ', il. 

salt, coffee, and enset products such as kocho. Wi e uppl m t 

on daily basis. 

the e in redien 

There is a similar household expenditure pattern in rural 0 rz h u. eh Ids. II usbands 

and wives have separate areas of expenditure in the l11 aj rity i 11 I rl.e 

rural villages. Wives buy vegetables, spices, kero ne and It. The al ate 

their income to buy cereals, coffee and household uten il s. Ilu and ar r 

to cover more gross and seasonal expenses including land tax I1d I ired la ur 

payments . They also allocate portion of their inc l11e t r idi,. 'lnd iqllh 

membership payment, and holiday expenses such a purcha ing [m at and I thes. 

There is variation in the roles of women in relati nth I eh Ie! p ndi tun:. 

Women's roles in this regard vary from hou ehold to h u eh ld . 

factors that alter the roles of women in household expendi ture i the e n mi statu s. 

structure, and composition of the household. 

The economic status of households and that of the hu band determine the r Ie 

women in household expenditure. Women in rich and p r h L1 ehold d 
ha e 

different levels of contribution in household expenditure. 
f ri h hu band 

have better advantage than wives of poor husband . Fir t, the recel e 111 r money 

from their husbands. Second, the wives them el e generat 
ller inc me rOI11 
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trading activities because they have m ore mone than 

a result, they involve themselves in more pr fitabl 

activities. Third , rich households manage to culti at m 

of sufficient amount of food crops reduces the amount 

bought from the market. This in turn reduces the burden r the 

buys fewer amounts of food crops from the market. 

r hus and d .\ s 

Ire me u. Illes 

ha h ult! he 

e use the lalla 

In contrast, the wives of poor husbands shou lder m r r p n i iliti e in h uscht Ie.! 

expenditure. They cover a considerable portion f huh Id I P n 'cs b' ause the 

money they receive from their husbands is relat ively mall r as c m arcd \ ith the 

wives of rich husbands. When the amount of income they rece i e r m their hu ' an Is 

decline their contribution goes as far as covering Ian I t x and hir I, UI' payment. 

This indicates that the smaller the income received fr m th hu and the Ireatcr the 

contribution of the wife in household expenditure. Th ~ II Ing ase indi at' the 

roles of wives of poor and rich husbands in the hou eh Id xpenditur . 

Case of poor wives of low-income husband : 

Mulu: wife of Awoke 

Mulu is a wife of a poor man -Awoke. Awoke generates a small a l~ l unt r inc me 
from his weaving business. His income does not exceed 6 r 7 Sirr per ~ eek. He 
does not give his wife more than 2 Birr per week beca u e he a e part . hi "eekl 
income for annual/seasonal expenses such as paYI~ ent ~ land ta and 11lI'ed la our. 
Besides he allocates a portion of hi s income to enJ oy teJ or I cal beer. That I \\ h 
Mulu is 'engaged in different income earning act ivit ies. 

Milk f Dorze to Dita market carrying COttOIl thread [mag] and ther trade 
. u u:a .s I rtomdel's It takes three days to go from Dorze to Di ta and back to D zrc . 
Items lor riC 1 ra . . I . . diS BI'rr in a sinole trip from Dorze t Dlta. len returnll1g. 
The [lch tra er pays ler to • I . (' (' '1 . coffee and other Im portan t t l111 lor laml) 
she brll1gs home root crops, ' I . M she sells home- made cotton thread 0 that 1 earn or 
consumption. oreover, 
Birr per week. 
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Almaz: wife of a migrant husband 

Almaz is a 34-year old de faCIo head I I . Jl Wlose lU band II e in aba . he has 0 

generate a considerable amount of household inc me 

send her enough money to cover men's household 

h r hu nd de ' n t 

xpendi turc. 1m z her el 

reported that: 

< • e t m. rrl e In Before our marriage my husband lived ill Addl' A aba \ . d . 
S~~tember 1989. After a month my husband moved back t !\ddi a a. l ie II cd t 
VISit ~11~ annual!y. He used to send me money when ever h c ll id. II we r, I did 
not Sit Idle re1Ylllg upon what he was sending me. I conti nued /IIoR lradin g. I f11 d 
to La.nte market once a week and involved in trading at rze l11C1rk 11 \ i a \ e k 
.My lllcome was less than that of the previous time bec(l u e I c uld n t m el 
distant markets as I was doing before. This wa becau e f fami l re I 
a result, my weekly income declined to Birr 7. However, I l11 i1 na d 1 er idir and 
other kebele payments and some market expen e fr m thi pI' fit. 

Case of a wife of a rich husband 

Gucho is a wife of a rich man called Cherqos who ha tw I UZll ar alld a h p ill 
Addis Ababa. He sends money on regular ba i . uch c vel' h u eh Id e p ' l1 c S 

such as payment for labourers, land tax, and id ir with th e 111 nc he rc eived fr 111 

her husband. Cherqos also brings clothes for hi wife and dau "Her, elld 111 ne t 
cover hoi iday expenses such as the purcha e of meal. 

Household structure and form also affect the roles of 'IN men In th in m carnlng 

and household expenditure pattern. The cases of de faC IO and de j ure female-h aded 

households may illustrate the impact of household fo rm on the cc n mic r Ie 

women. In most cases de jure household heads (i.e . widov s) c er grea er p rti n 0 

household expenditure . They manage to do thi s by in I ing them el e In m rc 

intensive income earning activities. Widows who ha e n matured n and! r 

t m re time and 
daughters are sole providers of the household. Thu , the de 

I b
· . ld productive acti ities in order to mai ntain the ur i al 

a our to mcome earl1lng aI 

the household. They cover all household ex pen es including \ nd tax. idir. and arm 
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labour payment. They also all ocate mone D r hil dr n' I hi n . 1111 I 

expenses, and other household exp TI enses, le ca n , am Ie In this 

regard: 

Gendersie is a 44-year widow She got ,, ' d I b' I ,mallIe w len he ~ a 17 car 
Irt 1 to 2 male and 1 female children before the dea th r h r hu b;nd in I 

has shouldered all household responsibilitie after the death 
her husband had no brother and sister I'll Ha ' d ' , IZO , en er I c 
her chl,ldren, Thus she faced all problems and challen 
followlllg dUring group discussion : 

The money and asset my husband and 1 had were con ul11ed v ith in th re car , hen 
I was not a~le to cover food , cloth and school expen e rill eh i Idren , ne lilt! 
help ~ne , FlIlally, I took loan frol11 relatives and tarted trild ing. I t ( littl e PI' fit 
carrylllg heavy loads on my back, walking the up land r r a in h \ hi h i 
difficult ever for vehicles let alone for hUl11an . 1 had t cr ri er nnd II er r J11 

hunger and thirsty. I brought up my children facing all th c chall /1 " . 

The De Jacto female household heads, as compared with de j il l" n s. ha c k 'er 

burden in relation to household expenditure. For in tan , wivc 

receive some amount of money to cover certain porti n h usch Id C I ndit lln.: 

However, results of the field data indicate that most mi rant husband ' d n send 

money to cover routine household expenditure such a the purcha c r getab lcs. 

coffee , and fuel. They often send some amount of moneyG r ann ua l and s as nal 

payments such as land tax and hired labour payment . Mo re vel', mi ran husbands 

allocate money to buy family clothes and holiday meat. 

Men and women reported different figures with regard to the am unt f m ney 

husbands send to their wives . About 4 percent of wive in the ample rep rted that 

their husbands did not send money at all. The rest of them rep rted that the 
re elVc 

.' h b ld cc rding t the h u ehold 
some amount of money from their migrant u al . 
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survey data, migrant husbands send their wi e Birr r ngin 

680.00 annually. 

Though they receive money from thel'I' mI grant hLi nd migr nI men 

shoulder much more responsibilities in relation to h LI end i tLi re. There Ie 

some important reasons in this regard . Fir t a r mi 'r nt 

husbands do not send enough money to cover hou eh ld e 'pcn c th 

as men's responsibilities. Second, the money ent t land ta , h i r d I Llrcr nd ,£I,,. 

payment do not help women to cover the daY-lo- day h u nditur su h as 

the purchase of vegetables, kerosene, coffee, spice and cit. Thi sh ws that 

though most migrant husbands send money to c vcr mc r a il r ' 'a 11 , I' 

expenses; it is still the wife who is re pon ible ~ r th da - t da h Li sch I I 

expenses. Moreover, there are some husband that rarely 'end 111 n th cir \J i cs. 

In such circumstances the de facto woman head, lik the d i LiP n s is ~ r cd to 

involve herself in different income earning acti vitie a t ca rn 111 r in I11 c so 

that she could handle expenses such as land tax and hired lab ur paym nt . 

Currently Arshie is living with her third husband who is a mi gran t \ ea r 111 ddi 

Ababa. Her husband married her not to get children from r hie ut he kn that 

H . d I 0 that he woul d keep hi h use in Haiz Arshie is a barren woman. e marne 1er s 

while he lives in Addis Ababa. Arshie said that: 

, . . I ' d I b·and He has a wife and ix chi ldren in ddi ba a .He 
1 hIS one IS my tm lUS . r I 

d
· M alia He also send me ome mone lor anl1ua . 't ry year unn o asq . . . 

VISI S me eve . d a;ing ' the house would di integrate if people do not 11 e 111 

~lOlida~s. He .marne me ~ . ' He does not send me enough mone . 0 I pin co tIon 
It and If fire IS not made 111 It. I ey to hire fa rm lab urer \\ ho plough the 
and sell the thread (mag) and save t le mon 
land and plant enset for me. 
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The previous discussion in thO h IS C apter shows that h u eh Id l11el11 r d n 

unified income pattern. Do all 110 h ld use 0 member ha e 111m n pr ere nee ? 1 he 

NHE theory focuses on homogeneous households lleaded b an Itrui i head 1 

assumes that members of the househ Id h o ave common hi e . J J \ e er. a nUl11ber { r 

scholars have argued against this assumption. For exam pi , : I 

that the status of women and men with reg d t ar 0 re our e tt hcy 

need is different. Furthermore, he states that the H m del d de lin I 

with intra-household interaction and inequality between h uh II mell1 r (Ibid : 

23) . 

The findings of the field data indicate that Dorze h u 111 r pl ay 

complimentary roles to maintain the famil y life. However, the ha al c nni ting 

interests geared towards individual economic benefit an I ail11ed at cI1ain Ie I r 

economic independence. Following is the anaJy i 1111 

interaction and interdependence. 

The interaction between father and son is characterized by intcrdependen e and 

conflict of interests. The father often wants to maintain an extended fam il tructure 

in which he controls key household resources. To thi end, he encourages hi s n t 

bring a wife and live in their compound as part of the ex t nded famil . Be ide. the 

father attempts to delay the time of the son's marri age. The marr i don , n the ther 

Ie. he n al 0 

hand wants to establish an independent household as earl a p 
, 

wants to generate and control his own income, to ha e and ul ti ate their \J n I 
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In some cases the son does t no want to enter into nni t \ i h hi her J hi. 

is because the father may red h uce t e amount of re ur e c Ir n rred 

the son in the form of inheritance. Moreover h d' , e rna e Ide n t all w hi n I 

inherits key resources such as I d 'f I an I t le son behave a ain t hi \! ill. Ierne i 

in point. Regarding father-son interaction he sa id the ~ II Ing: 

Af;er my l.narriage I worked freely for my father for I 
bo,h weavll1g and farming Then I asked I ' t' car . 
an independent life. He r~fused I al 11m 0 give me land and I 

He refused. Finally, I decided ~ot t~O ;~~~d~hlm to allo" me I \! .e c r 111 el . 
severe conflict between us My tl o.r hll11 any m re. hi br II l in A li t . . mo ler was 111 favour f mc h I 

~110ney sellll1g her own jewellery. Using that money I larlee! '\ C;J i~a, l 
IIlcome. Though I earned my own income I contribulcd mc m I~ C l lh am ii ' 
But my fathe~ asked me more and more money in the namc f lane! l a Aile! 
payments. ThiS conflict continued and forced me to m ve l Addi ( 

ase 

The father-son interaction is, therefore, characterized and g 

forces. The first force pulls the son towards hi s father 

pp ill: 

n 1 1 m t a one pushes him from it. There are some factors that pltil tile t tl I d 

his parents. The major ones are: 

The father mainly owns land, which is a scarce resource am n th orze . lI e has the 

right to make the final decision in relation to the inheritance f land and ther kc 

resources. Thus, sons must appease and respect their father's in hi lifetime in rder to 

inherit more land and other resources when the father di e . The a e f lemc 

reinforces this idea. Aleme migrated to Addis Ababa and he Ii ed there ~ r ears. He 

also resettled in Haizo. When he moved back to Hai zo hi father grant d him a of 

land on which Aleme with his family settled. Living in a 
undo Ierne 

with his wife continued working for his father . A\eme rep rled tha h \V rkcd r hi 
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father in order to secure more ' , promise or ll1herilanc fr m hi her Icmc 

had very small plot of land while hi' (." tl I s la 1er 1ad m r land. 

1. The father may curse his son if the son is again t th ill hi dh r. It \ ' 

believed that the curse of the father wOlld b . b . I nng a out ml rtune and h rm n Ihe 

misbehaving son and his dependents as a result of whi h th 

son would be full of miseries . 

utur Ii Ihe lIrsed 

The following Dorze sayings indicate this local b lie ith r gard I the 

interdependence and conflict that exists between father and n. 

_ 'Ade ayfna tara ayfen esinok', meaning ' father' s eye and sp ar ' c car th aI11 ' . 

This saying indicates that the eye of a father is sharp and harmful li k that ar. 

_ 'Ba 'ode bonchontay asa adeir tsaylei toke's.' Thi prover tat ho 

does not respect his father will carry {sayles or hoe f me d 's th r. li en; the 

saying shows that one who does not respect hi s father w uld n t inherit land r 111 hi s 

father. In other words, he would not have land of hi wn . hu he \ ill be a ser ant 

of unrelated person. 

2. According to the dere woga (traditional ru le), all mem er f the e -tended 

household are dependent on their kef 's baira to perform acri fice . 

The qualitative data of the field research reveal that there are me act r that plI 'h 

the son away from his father 's compound. Fi rst, the conflict bet" een 

mainly over resources may lead to out migration of on 

establish an independent household and to seek th ir 0 n 
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different means such as land p h urc ase. Second male ut-mi n mm n 

among the Dorze. Sons beginning from their childh d d migrale 

to urban centres. This desire pushes la b ' rge num er of ill ge an 

makes them relatively free from their fa tl ' ~ 1er contr I. I"ath r- J1 nni t i J1 the 

only factor that pushes sons to urban centres. Son al mi r, te n ur ged ' heir 

successful migrant friends who manage to ec u r ec J1 111 i neftI , urthc.:r 

education or government work. 

Interactions between spouses are also characterized by 

positions. Here is an example of women 's complaint 

reported by a middle-age woman informant: 

Men usually want to marry a hard working woman. Til want t 
from the labour of the wife but also from her pr crea ti Cell ac it . 111 n ;1i. 
prefer to marry a husband who has land, ea rn better inc Inc and \ il Ii r the 
husband is urban migrant] sends more money, buy I the vi it til 111 at I a t 
annually, and buys sufficient amount of meat duri ng annual ca I e peciall 
during Masqalla. Spouses complain and sometime div rce thcir parlll r \ h CIl n 
of the partners does not fulfil what has been expected from him/her. 

Summary 

and 

According to the assumption of the NHE theory, income and ther mle 

resources of household members must be pooled to ati [ c 111111 n h usch Id 

preferences . This. assumption does not adequately ex pl ain th ec n 1111 pattern 0 

Dorze households for the following reasons. Unlike the a sUl11pti n f H " 1110del: 

Fi rst, members of the majority of Dorze households do not p 
I thei r inc l11e. The 

. f d'f'C: t sources allocate part f thei r in l11e I co r 
rather generate mcome rom 1 Jeren , 

certain household expenses and keep the rest of th ir in l11e r p r nal 

expenditure . 
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Second, the majority of Dorz H . e alzo households are 

income and expenditure patte S . rn. pouses 111 the maj 

pool their income and do 110t h . ave UI11 fied expendi tur p l\crn . 

relative autonomy of income ea ' d . rn111g an expenditure pall rn . Ilu 

contribute to household expenditu . d'fe re 111 I lerent way . H u band 

' gross ' and ' seasonal household 's expenses including p 

labour, of idir membership, and the purchase of famil y cl 

allocate more money for a day-to-day purchase of fo 

utensils. 

m nl 

nc)' or 

hirl!d 

Id 

Third, key resources such as land and houses are not p 01 d. In tcad, th ar ntirdy 

controlled by male household heads. This status of men with r 

control over resources makes women subordinate to men. 

Fourth, household members pool their labour in producti e a ti iti e 1I h as r p 

cultivation and weaving. Husbands may not pool their labour in the farm a ti I IC ' 

because they may incline to weaving or live in the urban area as mi grant ea er . 

But, they cover the payment of farm labourers. By hiri ng farm la urers men 

compensate the shortage of labour caused by their migration. De pite the c n idera Ie 

role of women in crop production, their access to and control er the har e t i ery 

limited, because only men have the right to store the har e t in grana ri e and 0 

control the allocation of it. 
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The role of women in allocating money for hou eh Id p ndl un.: 

many reasons. Economic status of the household and th t 

and composition could be mentioned as the maj or fact r . In p r h 

generate more income and cover more household exp nditur th 11 \ I in ri ch 

households. The economic status of husbands' matter a I t. In me en 'c p 0 1 

husbands do not cover men's portion of household xp I1diture, cspc i II pOOl 

migrant husbands may not send money for gross ex pen e pa ment hired 

labour and land tax . In such situations, it is the wife wh ilit)' 

of covering such expenses by generating more incom I' b redu ing II ati n of 

money for other expenses. 

This structure and composition of a household al 0 af~ ct th r I 

regard . For instance, heads of de jure households a compar d wi th h 

hc ones generate greater or the whole portion of hou ehold in me. 

most of the household expenses. Moreover, there seem t be a ariati n 

d D fi I h d wh re ei e I role among de facto household hea s. e ac.o ea 

m n in th is 

am LIn r 

f h · . ant husbands generate more income and c r a greater p rti n money rom t elr mlgr 

of household expenditure than those who receive better income. 
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Chapter Five: Factors that Affect H h Ouse old Structure 

As discussed in chapter 2, Bauer (1977) and h 13 

Fortes ' (1958) model of househo ld devel I pmen t c cl . 

the assumption of Fortes the household doe n t pa thr ugh 

cycle because it is affected by different fac tor 

processes of household members. 

Furthermore, Bhoola has applied the model of c ntin u u 

Somali households of Mogadishu. The model tart ith th ri gin I h 1I 'ch Id ' tiM 

begins with the marriage of a man and a woman. It p 

expansion ' through the birth of children and end with th irth 

union. She argues that the household is ubj ect t c ntinll U di 

stages of its developmental process. A seri e of deci i n making r < r in I 111 rn a . 

divorce, polygyny and migration give ri e to fragmentat i n an 

structure (1988: 1 05-6). Moreover, the change in h u eh lei stru luI" and 1111 Sill n 

in turn affects the status of women (Ibid : 13). 

In this chapter, the researcher argues that the model of c ntinu u ra men a I n 

households can depict the behaviour of Dorze hou eh Id . Thi i ecau e 
r e 

households like Somali households of Mogadi shu , are n t ta Ie. The maj n , 
f 

Dorze households are subject to continuou change in tru tur and 
m III n. 

The major factors that lead to continuolls fragmentati n r h u eh 
la ha 

mentioned in the case of Somali household , are di 
r e. and ml ra i n 

Moreover, death of husbands is another major factor that han e 
he ru ure 
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ar her iden I he 
Dorze households. B 'd eSl es, Bhoola's model would h lp r 

major factors that alter women's ' . Soclo-economlc po it i n at th h u eh Ie cI II i 

also useful to ex . h amme ow decision-making proces e a ialcd \ ilh he a \ e-

mentioned factors affect the role of . women In the household 

As reviewed in chapter 2 Bhoola (1988) d , argue that de i i n 111 < king at the 

household level alters household structul'e alld statll es r " men. ' mali I11cn 

dominate decision-making in relation to marriage, divorce and p h three 

factors on the other hand, alter household morphology and a gr al the LI rdi natc 

status of Somali women. Somali women make decision to mi rate and t In I ' ''1 

income earning activities, which in turn change hou eh Id 11'L1 lure nd in r 'a ' . 

women 's autonomy and economic status. 

Thus, according to Bhoola, men have greater power in deci i n mak in in lh ul lural 

context of the Somali society. Somali women have no ay in n man ia , di rce 

and polygyny. The Dorze context is somewhat different in thi regard b all e I rze 

women have a better position in decision making at the hou ehold I 

with the exception of first marriage, both men and women ha e equal de i i n-

making power to decide when and whom to marry, Besides, n nl hu and but 

also wives could decide to divorce their marriage partner. 

h n and a \ man e ta Ii h a 
' Original household ' among the Dorze emerges w en a l11a 

marriage tie, The newly wed couple live in the compound of lh hu and ' 
a her. 

h tl couple li ve a mem cr 
Though they have a separate ouse le 

lhe alh 1" 
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household. The original household d ' 
expan s with the birth 0 hil r n. I he 

parents ' household when the latter die and it eventual! d 

family household when sons marry in th e same compound . Til 

dispersal stage when children grow up, and it start to di per e 

out side their father 's compound. With the death of p 

would come to an end and be replaced by the household 

ed 

he 

hen d u hter me rr. 

u c..:hold 

the ' n . 

In addition to this, the household is subject to 'continu u fr gm ntdi n' . d J1 

Bhoola's definition, the term 'fragmentation' refer to [act r that t h Id 

structure and composition with the exception of marri age r th hildren till! 

' original household'. In other words, fragmentation refer han Ids 

due to the great mobility of members and the continuou fi i n and fu i 11 that l<lkl: 

place." Decision making process associated with marn ag di 

migration gives rise to changes in household m rph I g du rin r cs 0 

fragmentation (1988: 105-6). 

The concept 'fragmentation' is applied here in the analy is of 0 rze h useh Id 

on the above definition provided by 8hoola. The term fragmentati n d en t 

. . d' h b k' up of the household into t 0 necessanly 10 lcate t e rea 109 
r morc e men s. 

up may be caused by divorce. However the ch nge au ed by 
Such breaking 

' continuous fragmentation' could be caused by other factor 

members of the household, polygyny, or death of a spouse. 

h Id by considering the fact r 
attempts to analyse Dorze house 0 s 

this chapter. 
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5.1 Marriage 

Marriage changes the morphology and composition the ri ' in 1 h u ch Id . 

According to Dorze culture, sons marry in their ~atlle r c mp und \ hi le d ugh cr 

move to the homestead of their husbands when the m r . nd r n rmal 

circumstances the newly married couple reside in the hu and m uml 

being members of an extended family household. When d ugh r m he 

original household loses not only labour but also inc me g ncratin its 

members. However, the reduction of a household member cau cd ut m rn < ' I.: 

of daughters would be compensated when sons bring wi their athel', 

compound. This indicates that the marriage of daughter and , Ian c th g ins 

and losses of female labour and income earning potential. H 

developmental pattern rarely exists because Dorze h LI eh Id I a th r ugh 

continuous changes as a result of a number of factor such a mi fati n th r than 

marnage. 

5.2 Migration 

Bhoola considers migration as a major factor that changes hou eh Id trLl ILlre and the 

h b t e nga e in in mc 
ro le of Somali women. The latter migrate to t e ur an cen I' , 

. . . . d strengthen their role in the economic arena at th 
earnmg activities, an 

. t' I'S one of the major factor that tr ngl a ~ ct 
level. Similarly, mlgra IOn 

ze 

. . d co no my Migrati on affect a n idera Ie 
household structure, compOSitIOn, an e . 

on a e 123 shows lhe per enlagc di lri uti n 
portion of Dorze households. Table 5 p g 

er( ). . r m the l al . h d without migrant mem 
of Dorze Haizo households Wit an 

. 254 183 (71 percent) had one or J11 
number of households, I.e. , 

re m iran mem er 
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where as only 71 (29 percent) households had . no migrant m m r in di an ur n 

areas . This indicates that migrat' I I Ion 1as 1ad a strong impa t n ret I m j ri )1' 

Dorze households. 

Ta ble 5: Distribution of Households with d . h . an Wit out Migrant Melllb r . 

No. Distribution of households No. percent age 

1 With migrant members 183 71 

2 Without migrant members 71 29 

3 Total number of households 254 100 

Source: Demographic survey data, Dorze Haizo Kebele, October, 200 . 

Both male and female members of Dorze household migrate t ur an ntr h ' l1 \ C 

consider internal migration in Ethiopia the number of female mi cd Iha ma le 

migrants . According to the available data (CSA, 1999: 191), 15.2 perc nt th crnale and 

13.1 percent of the male population of the country were migrant wh m cd m their 

former residential place to other areas with the country. The pattern f rz migrati n 

reflects the reverse situation because the overwhelming maj ril f rze migr nl ' re 

males. Table 6 below indicates that out of the total number of mi gran t re rded during the 

demographic survey, 72 percent were males while 28 percent were femal . 

Table 6: Distribution of Male and Female Migrants. 

Migrants No. Percentage From Total No. or 
Migrants 

Female 121 28 

Male 309 72 

Female + Male 430 100 

. d t Dorze Haizo October, 2003. 
Source: DemographIC survey a a, ' 
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Furthermore, Table 7 on page 124 provides us with more fi gu r s on Ihe 

distribution of male and female migrants according to their ag c cgori 

more than 74 percent of female migrants was between 10 and 39 cr . 1 hi 

comprised 21 percent of the total number of migrants recorded in 200 h n \\ C ct: 

the age distribution of male migrants 72.4 percent of them were bel e n 1 

years old. This consisted of 52 percent of the total number of migrant r rdcd in Ihe 

same year. 

Table 7: Distribution of Female and Male Migrants, Dorze Haizo, Oct. 2003. 

Female Migrants Male Mi l-\ranls 

%From total %From total No. %From IOlal No. or %Fr ml 101 Age No. 
Male MigranlS No. or M I srun l ~ Group Female Migrant No. Of Migrants 

0-9 14 11.6 3.24 29 9.4 6.7 

10- 19 28 23.1 6.5 40 12.9 9.3 

20.7 9.5 89 28 .8 20-29 41 33 .9 
1093 4.9 47 15.2 30-39 21 17.4 

40-49 II 9.1 2.6 48 15.5 II 2 

5.3 0.9 23 7.4 
50-59 4 3.3 

19 6 1 4.4 0.2 60-69 I 0.8 
II 3.5 2.6 

70-79 I 0.8 0.2 
0.7 

0 3 0.97 
80-89 0 -

0 - 0 
71.9 90+ 

309 100 
121 100 28.1 

D e Haizo October 2003. Source: Demographic survey data, orz , 

d distribution of the resident population 0 
. ' affects sex an age 

This 111lgratlOn pattern b of male migrant has led to 
evalence of greater num er 

Dorze rural villages. The pr . Dorze la I . P I_ 
. ted population pattern III 

the prevalence of female dom1l1a 
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Table 8: Pe t rcen age Distribution of Resident P . 
opu latlOn b g . r li p . 

Female Residents 
Age No. %From total 

I\hl e Ite id III 
Group %From tota l No. 

Female residents No. or residents 
% FrOIll I O I ~ 1 ;-.1 0. or *I. I rorn ICI I I 

~ I ll i c n Iidenl \ 0 . r 1((, IUtn l, 

0-9 92 16.3 10.4 104 
10-1 9 104 183 

32 1 II 7 
11.7 79 243 

20-29 102 18.1 
8 9 

11.5 37 11 4 
30-39 69 12.2 

42 
7.8 29 9 3 3 

40-49 64 113 7.2 9 28 I 

50-59 73 12.9 8.2 25 77 28 

60-69 40 7.1 4.5 22 6.8 25 

70-79 12 2.1 14 II 3.4 I 2 

80-89 5 0.9 0.6 7 22 08 
90+ 3 0.53 OJ I 03 6 4 

564 100 63.6 324 100 36 4 

Sou rce : Demographic survey data, Dorze " aizo, October 2003. 

The sex distribution of Haizo kebele residents ' populati on is a r I ant ample 

regarding the impact of migration on sex and age di tri buti n. rdi n ' lhe 

demographic data 63.6 percent of the resident population in Haiz v er ~ mal \ here 

as 36.4 percent were male. The previous demographic data al refl ect a il11 il ar pattern 

(see table 9 on page 126). The 1994 population and housing cen LI S r the Li nt 

indicate that out of the total resident population of Dorze kebele excludin B d \\'n 

was 58.4 percent for female while 41.6 percent was for male. The percenlag ~ r rze 

Haizo was 65.4 percent for female and 34,6 percent for male ( A, I 4: 
. Jud ith 

Olmstead (1974:52) based on a demographic survey carried out bet\: een I 
and 19 0 

found a similar pattern. 

125 



Table 9: Distribution of Male and Fern I H . . 
a e alzo ResIdents. 

Year 
Percentage of Residents 

Male Female 

1970 a 38.5 61.3 
1994 b 34.6 65.4 
2003 c 36.4 63.6 

Source: a- Demographic survey data, Dorze Haizo, Octob r 2003. 
b- CSA, 1994 '315 14 

c- Olmstead, 1974 

The large-scale male migration affects Dorze household l110rph I g at Ie rg . '<':111 1\.: -

headed households (FHHs) dominate Dorze household structure. Ta Ie I \\ S 

the distribution of male and female-headed household . The nUI11 111 nd 

female-headed households are 110 (43 percent) and 140 (57 per ent) 

Jacto and de jure female-headed households constitute 31 and 2 I cr 

Of the total number of female-headed households, about 5 p rcenl r' h 'ad d d I 

fac to heads where as 46 percent were headed by dejure head . 

Table 10: Distribution of Male and Female Headed Households, Haizo Oct. 200 . 

MHHHs FHHHs 

De facto 
Total o. rH H 

De jure 

No. Of I-II-I s 110 66 78 254 

Percent From total No. Of HHs 43 % 26 % 31 % 100 % 

. d 0 Haizo October 2003 . So u ree: DemographIc survey ata, orze , 
h Id ' . FHHHs refers to female headed hou ehold 

Note : MI-IHHs refers to 'male headed house 0 s , 

heads' and HHs refers to households. , 

. C s· ')oll them Natiolls. 
/., C,)A .1994. Popul[J{ion and HouSJI}g ensu· · 

ationa/illes and ('('op/(' . R( /l101l I l ddl<; 

.4baba · CeIJtral Stal ist ies Office. 
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Furthermore, migration has a mult' c: . llaceted Impact n h u ch Id . O( he 

migration of the husband would f£ a ect the status of the v i in ari 

married young man migrates to d' a Istant urban centre, he I a c h' I \! i c and hildrcn 

in his parents' compound in the rural ' \I . VI age. This make the \ i c nd h r hildren 

more dependent on his parents F . . . or mstance, the mi grant hu nd him Id e not 

I e li S at leI' IS ali ve. Rather he en leer thing send money directly to his wife wh·\· \. f \ . . 

lUS an s send through his father. The wife gets what her I b d 

. mi grant Ll nd d pend .The following case of Gendersie indicates how wive of' h 

upon their in-law's while their husbands live in distant t wn . 

I lived with the parents of my husband while he li ved in Addi a n. h' l1 he 
u~e~ :0 send mone~ to them not to .me. My pare nt -in-Ia> fed 111 . The pa '\ 
tladltlon was not lIke the present tllne. It was in fav lIr f parent -ill -Ia\ . I 
harvested for them. I collected firewood. They prov ided me \. ilh I lh . h n 111 

parents-in-law were alive, I did not bother about what to eat and drink . There \ < 

no problem. My parents' -in-law had several cattle. They hfld al 
work was bringing fodder for them. There was no trade [I > an t en a cd in 
trading]. When they died every thing died . From then n 1 ha c een in 

problems. 

Migration of other members also affects the household at large. n id rabl e 

number of sons including children of younger ages migrate t Addi baba and ther 

towns. According to the demographic survey on Dorze Haizo kebe /e, 22 per ent f 

male migrants were below the age of 20 while 51 percent werc bel v the a e f O. 

The natal households of migrant boys lose the labour of thei r mi grant mem er . This 

is one version of the impact of the migration of sons. Though parent I e the labom 

of their members, the loss is partly compensated with the mone ent b mi rant n . 

Despite this, migration of unmarried sons may create problem t th ir 
af n . 

Because most of the sons stay in urban centres for several 
, 

ar a a re ult f v hi h 
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they delay their marriage time F th . ur ermore, some of th 111 d m IT)' nd 

establish family in the rural village Tl . . 1ese tendencle int rrupt h crn 

in which the father's household is suc d d b . cee e y the h u eh It! th n 'Ihi In llln 

affects the traditional system of inheritance and old age curit di In h CI 

two. 

Moreover, migration exposes a young migrant difG rent t: n mic 

interactions and opportunities that affect the status of the migrant in di r I1l \. a 's. 

For example, economic failure may force a migrant young man t g < k t th rur I 

village even before old ages. He may also move back to hi par nt ' mp und " hen 

the parents pass. If he is the eldest son, he would inh rit the Ian I and r sid t: l1ti < I 

compound of his father. He also succeeds his father as kef " b li ra. In I1tm t, S 'l 

result of economic success, the migrant may become a bu ine man an hang ' he 

economic status of the rural household. Moreover, a young mi grant, h i (; in 

the rural village, may marry another wife in the urban centr and ride tht:rc 

permanently instead of succeeding his father as a kef 's baira. 

Migration is a major factor that results in fluctuation of household tru ture. i fferent 

factors may force migrant husbands to go back to their rural h u eh Id and t li e 

there for sometime or through out the rest of their li ve. Fact rs uch a illne sand 

. h the urban migrants to their h me illage. r 
economic problems m towns may pus 

. t ban area may not achie e ec n mic ueee . 
instance, a man who migrates 0 ur 

me y ar. 
. b k t his rural homestead to Ii 

result , he may deCide to go ac 0 

. 1 arne or to another urban 
Thereafter, he may migrate agam to t 1e s 

ntre. t r living 
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In the urban centre D or some years, he may mo hi h me \ III c 1 hi . 

pattern of movement may continue lllltl' l the beginnin h mo t 

migrants move back to their rural ' 11 VI ages to ettle perm n f 

A woke reflects the dynamic nature of . I .. spatia mobllIt that ntinuc r m un ~ 0 

old ages of the migrant. 

The case of Awoke: 

I was bon.l in Dorze [in 1951]. When I was 15 year old I \) cnt t ddi 
wal.ked With other people from Dorze to Walayta. From Wala ta I 

which we traveled to ~d~is Ababa. I lived there with my uncle I h \) a a wc, cr. I 
helped my uncle by wllldlllg bobbins and performing th rta k . Itcr l() ing 
years I came back to Dorze and got marri ed. I tayed in Hai r a lit car and 
then mov~d b~ck to Addis Ababa while my wife remain d \) ilh 111 p, rcnt s . . hell , I 
~as workll1g II1dependently. I did not work for my uncle. I did n t c n Ii c lith 
hlll1. I lIsed to send money and visit my family every year. When th in ' ( m ' btld 
I decided to live in Haizo; I came back to my famil y in I I and Ii cd ther untii 
1969: II~ 1969, I ,,:as recruited as a militiaman and wa taken t thc v ar r III durin g 
the Ethlo- SomalI war. I stayed in the army for 5 year . In th e cia 111 I ,Wilt 
were alive. They along with my wife raised my children. In I 7 I I 0 ' r til' d <nd 
came back to Haizo. My wife died in 1974. I married Illy e nd" iG' , marc h, ill 
1976. After two years I went to Gofa town and began I IN rk therc. I de id d t 
work in Gofa because my memories of urban life and experience pu hcd me t 111 C 

to somewhere else. Income in Gofa was good. I used to vi it 111 famil II r Ihrc' 
times annually and sent money regularly. I did 110t send money dire II I m I ifc. I 
sent to my father. My wife received what I sent through my falher. rc ' I' , I a cd 
the money I collected in the hands of my father. In the mea nlime I I k 111 

Gofa where we lived together for 3 years. We came back to Haiz in I whcn m 
mother died. We decided to live in my father 's compound beca u e the dc, th 111 

mother left him alone. Thus, it was difficult for me to go back I fa though m 
income in Gofa had been good. One elderly person said: 'you are the baira amon 
your brothers. Besides, there is no one who got married and Ii ed I i~h our fa tl~er . 
You have to be with him in his old ages.' Hence, I gave up m Intenll n of mo II1 g 
back to Gofa and permanently settled in my father 's compound . v hen 111 ather 

died I inherited the land and the house . , 

Migration affects the role of women in two major ways. Fir t ml rali n 
the hu and 

'C" d?fiacto household head . That mean it alter the 
changes the status of the Wile mto a e 

role of the wife by adding more responsibilities on her becau e he i 
ake 
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over her husband 's responsibilitie . s too. For Instance the mi r n m n I 

responsible to pay land tax and 'd ' . I lr membership paym nl 

send money. She is also responsible to deal with fa rm man hil ren 

schooling and other household res 'b'I' . pons I I Itles alone. e nd, the 

economic status of the migrant husband I ' I . W 11C 1 In turn al tel' th he 

wife. 

Migration also affects the socio-economic status of tl . . 1e migrant In a i lni I ant \\ <1) . 

Changes that affect the life of migrant husband also affect rural h Id . m time ' 

the changes may create conflict between spouses and alter th p tt rn 

between the migrant husband and his wife. Aleme, a y ung man, mi Irat d di ' 

Ababa leaving his wife and children in his father's comp undo Wi thin a Cow he 

managed to generate better income. Moreover, he marri ed an addi li 11 ( I 

capital. Aleme 's urban marriage challenged his marriage relati n v ith the nner \ i C. 

Aleme inclined to the new wife, paid less attention to hi s fir t wi fe v h Ii cd in Il ai70 

in Alem' s father ' s compound. When she heard the marri age of Aleme, hi fir t \ i c 

decided to move to Addis Ababa. Then, instead of moving back t 0 rze he de ided to 

stay in Aleme' s house where the second wife also li ved. eri u nOi t br ke out 

between the two wives on one hand and between each wife and leme n the ther 

hand. Fi nally, Aleme got sick. Then he divorced hi s second wife and vent ack 

F 
hie has Ii ed v ilh hi fir tv ife 

Dorze to recover from his sickness. rom t en on 1 

in Dorze Haizo. 
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In some cases . migration considerably h c anges the e on mi 

which subsequently alters rol d e an status of wi ves. When th hu an 

would manage to send mo re money to hi s wife, to pr ide he mil 

clothing and covers school and d' me Ical expenses. More er, the ri h hu 

the cash capital of his wife so th t hi ' ate atter could mvol 111 a m r pr 

acti vi ty and could earn better fi E . . . pro It. COn0l111C position of mi grant hu be nd 

a our mstead fin the wife to hire farm labourers who carry out lb ' 

labour to carry out farm tasks Besides such a d . , woman oe 

he hu and. 

h he 

\ i h CI er 

Ie rade 

all \\ S 

her I i me and 

in I pr I 

r and more tiresome trade activities. The following case how h 

migrant husband affects the socio-economic status of hi Ii ' in the ural 

village. 

The Cases of Cherqos and Gucho: 

Cherqos is a 70-year-old merchant who li ves in Addi Ababa . 
wife . Both of them were born in Dorze Haizo. Cherq and uch 
marriage union before 45 years in Haizo. Cherqos wa a weil r. herq . and hi 
wife I ived in the homestead of his father for two year . Therea fter, h mi raled I 

Addis Ababa as a migrant weaver. 

Prior to Cherqos's economic success, Gucho engaged her elf in differenl inc me 
generating activities. She brewed local beer; she spun c tl n thread t ell it at 
Bodo/Dorze market. She also sold 'areqe (local alcoholic drin k) in Ihe al11e 
market place. Besides, Gucho used to carry out farm acti ilie uch a manu ring. 
weeding, and harvesting. She also involved herself in diffe rent lab ur nel\ rk or 
yusho arrangements to accomplish some of these ta k . Moreo er, he \ alked to 
distant markets and engaged herself in petty tradin g. 

During the period of the Derg, Cherqos engaged himself in dir no nlog trade in ddi 

Ababa and managed to make a considerable amount of mone . Thi hI ed him t n 

a shop and to buy a mini bus and then an lsuzu . This change in the e nomi 0 
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Cherqos has also alters the I ro e and status of hi s wi fe ' In man \ . Th 

paragraphs illustrate this situation. 

After he becomes a trader CI 
covers household expenses S U~~lr~~s sends more mone n re u lar a i . Gll ho 
the money she receives from her hu~~yn~ent for labourer la nd t , nd /(h !' \\ I h 
and daughter. He sends money to co ani' ICherqo al 0 bu I the r hi \ I C 

meat. .. . Now Gocho does not Ik ; er 10 Iday expen e uch a the pur ha e 
make 3 or 4 Birr profit on eacl;l~a kro~ one loca l mark t t nother in rder t 
changed since the Derg period CI r et ay. The pattern of hcr trade a ti it \\ 
From then on Gucho was abl' t 1erqos ~l as become a rich man ince th , t pen d. 
activities. She buys trade l'telTIS

e 
. 0 Igedl~ e late better IIlC mc I' m ther cc n Ill i 
IIl C u II1 g coffee d b ' 

and sells them when prices ris SI d . ' an utter \ hcn pn arc I w 
another. She buys the itelTIS fe . 1

0
e oes thiS without m ving fr 111 ne mar el t 

rom orze market st I 
and sells the items when prices SI ' orc t 1cm I' m t 111 11th 
percent interest er montl S go up .. 1e also lend m n al Ih 1'< te I 
the sake of co v p. .1. Ihe engages 111 these II1come-earni n a ti iti n t r 

enng routllle 10usehold expenses but to impr c her . 
status. Il m I 

The fo llowing case similarly shows the impact of mi grati on r a hu and II' t n the 

status of the migrant then on his wife who li ves in the rural vill age. 

The Case of Altaye (husband) and Masinc (wifc): 

Altaye married Masine in 1969. The spouses started to li vc ill the h 111 tead r 
Altaye' s father. Altaye migrated to Addis Ababa in 197 1. Fir t, he v a a \ ea er 

and then he turned his attention to business. In the meantim , he mana ed t ' 
generate more capital , which helped him to run more bLi ine sand al t help hi 
fa mily. He was able to promote trade activities. Now Altaye ha 2 ISll ZU ar . a 
shop in Merkato, Addis Ababa, and another shop at Bodo/O rze markel. 

At the beginning of her marriage life Mas ine had engaged her elf in pell tradin 
because the money her husband sent was not enough to cover hOLi eh Id e, pen e . 
Moreover the profit she gained did not exceed 6 Birr per \ eek. urrentl , he 
maintains a business network with her husband. Altaye end trade item from the 
capital to Chano; a small town located some 20-kilometre far awa from rze. 
Masine sells the trade items in Oorze. This has improved the ec nomic taW 0 

Masine considerably. Furthermore, Masine's role fa nn ing ha been chan ed ince 
then. Unlike wives of poor husband, she does not carry manu re, doe not hal' e t 
and weed. Rather, she manages the household farm . he hire labourer \ ho 

conduct farm tasks . 

The above cited cases reveal the impact of migration on the role of women in he 

household economy. Migration first changes the status of the migran hu band . ome 

. h b d rnanage to make more money by engaging them el e in n n-
1111 grant us an s 

132 



weaVll1g economic activities h . suc as trade. Those who mak 
money to theIr rural wives Th' h m r m nc ' nd m rc.! 

. . IS C anges the status of the 
and ll1come generating activities. 

5.3. Divorce 

Divorce is a con . lmon, simple, and less complicated issue in r7. 111111un ilic.! s 

Nevertheless, it affects the structure of th h h e ouse old and the 

breaks up the household. Usually the husband remains in hi fhi 

. en e Ivorced hu and Ii C \J ilh hi S whi le the wife moves away from him Wh th d' 

mother or other matured female relatives he would not face a probl m lcnin d. 

and of childcare. Thus, he may not rush to another marriage. I f he ha n 111 Ih r r 

other adult woman relative to cook and manage the househ Id ~ r him h \ ul 

fo rced to marry another woman as quickly as possible. 

Divorce changes the status of women in different ways . Fir t ra il , it rccs Ih e.! 

divorced woman to change her residential place. As a result, the ma n 111 es fr m 

her husband ' s to her father's compound and lives there until she mana e testa Ii h 

marri age relation with another man. Secondly, divorce change the cial statu the 

woman. A divorced woman is locally called soyo which literall mean a di rcee 

woman. A saya has lower socio-economic status than a married \ oman . 

Despite this change of status, parents do not reject their di orce daughter \ hen he 

comes back to their compound. They mostly welcome her \' h n he run av a fr 111 

ack I her aren ' 
her husband 's house. This is because the sayo who come 
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ur c 0 an 
compound is not considered b 

as a urden. She i rather n id r d 

additional labour because th e saya helps the hou eh Id In 'he 

contributes her labour to carry t ~ . " ou larm activities and other d 

generates income from different ' . sources Includll1g pett tradil1 1 , 

thread , and local beer brewing. Allocating part of her inc cr a p ni n r 

household expenses by purchasing food t ff fe S II , co lee, ker en , and ther it 111 ', 1 hi s 

indicates that a Dorze woman plays an important rol in th 

either she lives with her husband as a wl' ~e or 'th I 11 Wiler parent a sa 

As discussed earlier, divorce changes household structure. h chan Ie in h u eh Id 

structure alters the economic status of women in di fferent wa . I·il' t, ( di r 'U 

woman loses her right to live in her husband 's compound au e it i th \' man that 

moves out of the residential compound during di vorce, ec nd, th 

access to key economic resources that remains under the contI' I r the hu and a leI' 

the divorce. As a result, the divorced woman loses acce 

animals, and enset grove. Moreover, the woman does not hare h u ch Id a et \ hen 

she moves out of her husband's house because the customary law de ' n t all \! the 

woman to claim her share from household asset when di vorce ccur . he hu and 

may give the woman small amount of money as a 'compen ati n.' Thi 

when the husband is found responsible for the divorce, The amoun t r m n gi en 0 

the saya is very small. The researcher interviewed Halaqa Himad , a 
ear Id 

b d
· d the anl0unt of 'compensation' gi en to the di 

man, a out Ivorce an 
bl We impl kick ut a w man \\ ho 

He said: ' During our time there was no pro em. 

h 
. 'ng her one or t\ 0 Birr , .. 

does not have good conduct per aps glVI 
m r . Tha I 
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all! ' Moreover, when a grou d' , P ISCUSSlOn of divo rcee women 

the part icipant described her ' expenence as follows : 

When I divorced my husband I left I ' I 
out only with my labour I 115 ~ o llse without Imill PI' pert I d 
' d . . moved out nil WI . m \ 

Ivorce I~e; give me the price of m I~bou~e:l I sent elder a kill him < 111 » 

another. SlIlce I was not abl t d y . he ran a\ a fr 111 olle pi e e 0 0 anythlllg I d , move out elllpl handed . 

The case of Agdew is also anotl '. 1er example In thiS regard. gd \ di r d i hI 

ti mes throughout his marriage life WI h . 1en t e researcher inl r ie\ d him lde" 

responded that he did not share housel10ld' " ploperty With hi 

divo rce . He did t I . no a so give a significant amount of money t hi wi C . II W<l!i 

challenged only once to share household asset with hi s wife. That durin ) th t.: 

period of the Ethiopian Revolution when he divorced amam . am<lm' \ ll !i 

supported by her relatives. She challenged him claiming that h sh uld h rc th t.: 

househo ld asset with her. Finally, forced by the deci sion of kebe/ ~ gdc.:\.\ 

gave 100.00 Birr and a cow to Damame. 

Some di vorced women informants reveal that divorce does not brin maj r ch<:tn es in 

the ir li ving condition, They reported that they carry out similar ec n mi a ti iti e ' 

when they live as a wife in their husbands' house and when they Ii e a a a 0 in their 

parents ' household. A woman who lives in a marriage uni on in I 
In me 

households conducts domestic chores, carries out farm tasks aJ1d engage her el in 

petty trading and other income earning activities to maintain the ur i al 

household. After divorce, the same woman carries out si mil ar ta k Ii in 

parents ' household. Ayelech, 30 years old soya said: 
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When I was there [in my husband ' 
alo~le! Here in my father 's house t; house] I w~ \ orkin and I " Ie In 

major change since I live 0 0 1 am working. I leep al n 1 h 
[ d

. n my Own effort F < . cr 
saya a .Ivorced woman] there is . . or me a a married \ oman 
house or 111 my father's ho no difference whether I Ii in III hu use. 

As mentioned earlier divorc . , e IS a common phenomenon am 

revealed that Somali men d . d ommate the decision-mak ing pr C In 

I no 

di vorce. In Somali society men have th . h' ' . eng t to divorce thei r \ I mer I lI!l rin ' I 

divorce you' (1988:113). Unlike the S I' .. oma I case, deci I n-makin wuh 

di vorce and marriage are not entirely dominated by men In rz lie 

women also have a significant decision making role in thi r g rd. 11 

decision to divorce their spouse. The following case about /\ 

ul d 111 \.. e 

h ill L! trat the 

decision making role of women regarding divorce: 

Ayelech married in 1995 and divorced her husband after 9 year . In til ea th ' 
spouses did not live together. The husband first lived in Addi Aba a then in 
Minch . Ayelech lived with her in-laws in Haizo. Ayelech revea led that h \ til' 'd 
of living apart from her husband. She asked her husband to all her t live \ ith him 
in Arba Minch. The husband did not agree. Finally, Ayelech de idcd t 
husband. Regarding her decision Ayelech sa id : 

My husband could not help me. Sometimes, he was in favor of hi father. l11etimc 
he was in favor of me. But he could not solve the problem. He married me n t t e 
his wife but to work for his parents. I said to him: 'You do not feed me. Y u d not 
buy cloth for me. You have not adorned me ... Nominally peop le ca ll1l1e ' th e \ i e 
government worker. ' But I did not get any benefit. So 'divorce me.' He re p nd d ' I 
do not divorce you. With whom do you want to li ve other than a ci il er ant like 
me?' After I heard his response, I decided to move away frol11 the h 1I e hi 
parents and came back to my father 's house. Now I li ve with III father and m 

sisters . 

As mentioned above, both men and women have the ri ght to make d ci i n rega rding 

divorce. The case of Agdew also supports this idea. Besides, it illustrate 11 

. d . 1ple matters in the Dorze ciet . 
and remarnage are common an SIl1 
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Agdew Zada, a 78-year old man d' d 
, Ivorce and remarried e ral tim . I! m rned 

his first wife when he was 30. From the '1 h . 
n untl t e time th i I Id re e r h. he 

married ten women. Agdew revealed that h' . . . 
IS marnage ti es WIlh the \ men" ere 

fo llowed by divorces. He also mentioned a n b f . . 
um er 0 cau e that re ult d In dl r e 

For instance, two of his wives, Dangalo and Askale decided t di 
r e him 

their belief associated with game. Dangalo decided to di vorce 

believed that the misfortunes that occurred in the house i.e. the 

Agdew, the death of livestock and the sharp decline of Agd w' 111 

by her game. Askale also took the same measure influenced by h r cl i 

wi th game. The other two wives Kawotie and Watekie dec ided to di r e G r di fer I1 t 

reasons. Kawotie divorced Agdew because he did not send her n and 

buy her cloth while he lived in Zala. Watakie was the second wi fe A de . he 

lived in a distant farm plot. She moved out from Agdew' hOll e be au e he di d n t 

want to live in a distant farm plot as a second wife. 

r cd Agdew made decision regarding the other 4 divorces. He reported that he di 

Shewaye because her bad conduct [he said that she was ' talkative ']. He cha d a a 

d h hold management skil l. He di Damame because she ha poor ouse 
r ed the ther 

f . quarrel with him and hi parent. two women as a result 0 contmuous 

h d· orce followed by successive remarri age affect the 
The above case shows ow IV 

b I men an decide I hows that not only men ut a so 
structure of the household. It a so s 

. and cultural reasons. Moreo er, the ca e 
. t d by economiC to di vorce motlva e 

. ' that Dorze household structure I 
Agdew's household mdlcates 

hara terized ) 
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CI r In luding 
continuous fluctuation resulted from th . 

e Impact of mliit ipi 
marriage, divorce, and polygyny It I h . 

. a so sows pos Ible call e th 

make decision associated with marriage and divorce. 

5.4. Pol y g y n y 

Polygyny I 5 is another factor that affects Dorze househ Id lru lUfe and 

Polygyny is common among the Dorze. When they were a k d helher Ihe ha c ( r 

had two or more wives now or in the past nearly 42 perc I1t r th 1 I, I numb r r 

male respondents in the household survey sample said ' Ye! hile p r 

them responded 'No! ' About 8 percent did not respond. Female r p ndent ere I_ 

asked a similar question: "How many wives does your hu band ha m ng lh <.: 

total number of respondents 52 percent of them said n ', 27 p r il l an 

'Two ' and about 5 percent of them reported that their hu band ha 

About 16 percent did not respond. According to the re ult 

survey, out of the total number of households in Dorze Haiz \ 2 p' r 11 1 \: a t: 

polygynous while about 43 percent are monogamous union (ee labl II \ pa ). 

There are factors that lead to polygynous marriage. A Dorze man ma marl' 1\, 

. . order to settle each wife in different plots 0 that each \: i fe \: uld more wives 111 

manage the cultivation of particular plot and take care of Ii elk, Thi t pe r 

'. n in the past when the 0 rze in I i ned m re polygynous mamage was more commo 

. A Dorze husband may decide t marr an towards farming rather than weaVll1g. 

. 'fi f:'1 to bear children or e en \' hen he fai l additional wife when hiS former WI e aI s 

- , b tween a man an [., Polygy ny is a marriage e 
d two or more wives/women. 
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give birth to male children. The other fact tl 
or 1at causes pol g nou marri ag rur 1_ 

urban migration. 

Despite its prevalence, very small portion of Dorze men and \ m 11 n idcr 

po lygyny as a useful practice. When they were asked a que ti n: ' I p 1 'g 'ny 

use fu l?' about 76 percent of male respondents answered aying ' here a 11 1 

16.7 percent of them answered 'Yes'. The rest (i.e. 16.9 percent) did n t re p nd t 

the question. Regarding the same question, 75 percent of the I tal num b r em. Ie 

respondents said that polygyny had no benefit whereas 12.5 p r nl r p r1 d th t 

po lygyny was useful while the remaining 12.5 percent did not re p nd . 

Table 11: Percentage Distribution oLMarital Status of Household He"d . 

--
No, Of households ~ Percent From 101,,1 No. f HI! Marital Status ! 

i 
i i 
, 

108 ~ 42.5 Monogamy , 
Polyoamy i 58 ! 22.8 

Divorce ! II i 4.3 

Separated : 2 i 0.8 

Single ! 5 ! 2.0 

Widow i 70 i 27.6 

.; Total i 254 i 100 
.. - .- ._- - _ . - -.- " .~ ... -.- ~~ •... -,, ~ ,.-

d D e Haizo October, 2003. Source: Demographic survey ata, orz , 

. 1 t ca es . . . k' in relation to polygyny. Howe er, \11 n H lI sbands d0l11111ate deCISIOn-rna mg 

In hi h the d' I gyny There are time 
d· to make decision regar mg po y . spollses ISCLISS 

di or e her , Sometimes the wife may decide t 
wife rejects the proposed marnage. . 

k h d r ed her . k h is a case in point. Asna e I 
husband . The experience of Asna ec 

. d an additional wife, husband when he marne 
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I I 

I 

In some cases the wife accepts he h b ' .. 
r us and s decl I n to mar an ddi I nal \\ i c . 

The wife supports such a decision t . 
, or Instance: I) when h d hildrcn 

to her husband; 2) when she fails to gl've b' th . 
Ir to a male ch Il d 

when the husband who lives in urban areas is in need fa 
man t k r him. 

The following two cases are good examples in this regard. 

The case of AsiDe, a wife of a migrant husband: 

Since the time of our marriage my husband and I li ved in pca c. Til ugh I Ii d 
together for several years I did not beget children to Illy hu band . I I a I ricd 
about the problem. My husband was also worried about it. I kncI that h IV, nt d 
to marry another wife in order to get children. Thi wa III I rr t c < li se I 
could not give birth to neither male nor fem ale children . Whcn he t Id mc hi 
desire and asked me for my consent, I agreed. Beyond that I m I r h 
woman and arranged the marriage between my husband and that \If 111 n .. .. 
my husband and the second wife live in Addis Ababa . 

A wife who lives in urban areas also tolerates her hu band' marriage I n IIl 'r 

woman. She tolerates such a marriage for to major rea on . 1) When her hu ' nd 

inherits land in the rural village he could marry in order to hav a man \ h 

would look after the land. 2) He could also marry a wife in the rural ili a e \ hen 

. . d f to help them in their old age . ba ne h, a 2 hI S parents are 111 nee 0 a woman 

. h l' . Addl's Ababa with her ci il er an t hu and. years old housewIfe, wOlves In 

explained this as follows: 

other wife in Addi Ababa becau e he ha 
I do not allow my husband t~ 1~~~:Yh:: inherited land in Dorze he Il1U I I~1ar . 0 

no reason to do so. Howeve, f hid enset and the house I hi le he II e In a 
that the wife would take care 0 t e an ' . d of the help of an th er" oman . 

. e old who are III nee . 
town. Again ifhls parents ar . to another woman bec3u e I am her [111 

1 band's marrIage I d I do not oppose my lLIS 1 al area to help the parent m lLI an . 
AddisAbaba]andldonotgot~tl;r~~lesakeofhi parent . Th i i ur ulure. 
Thus, he must marry another WIfe or 
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I cr 
Decision with regard to I po ygyny affects the househ ld ' . o In dl r~ r nl \ 

household structure and I d ea s to the formation of stem h he 
same husband. It also result . s In resource divi sion bet een II; em 

households. Moreover it rna . . , y give rise to competition and c nn i I 

over key resources. 

Polygyny has two major features among the D W orze. hen the hu nd perman nt l 

res ides in the rural village he and h' . I' . IS wives Ive In the sam I ' I grap11 a r tl . 

Usually the wives with their children live in different compound . Th \ ill havl: 

separate enset groves. If the husband 's land holding size i g d, th 

have separate farm plots. Though the household structure i chang d, Ih 

head closely controls both stem households. 

The second form of polygyny is associated with migration. Thi type r p I I n u 

un ion has a different pattern. A man who has a wife in the rural vill a e marr ie 

another wife in the urban centre. The husband with one of hi wive live in Ih urban 

centre while his other wife resides in the rural homestead. The hu band permanenll ' 

works and resides in the town but he visits the rural wife duri ng annua l h lida 

mainly during the time of Masqal celebration. In such circum tance the ma n m e 

between two stem households situated in distant geographical locati n . r 111 Ian e. 

a migrant husband who lives in Addis Ababa must travel about 52 kil metre 

his rural family and wife. He is also responsible for sending 111 ne . and 

. 'c d h'ldren who li ve in the rural ilia e. 

U In 

f Y 
to cover certain p rlion 

clothes etc for hiS parents, Wile, an c 1 
h u eh Id 

must allocate some amount 0 mone 
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ex penditure in the urban stem hous h Id B 
eo . ecause of their doubl r I in r vi I n 

cash, in purchasing clothes and in cov' I I'd enng 10 1 ay expen e m t hu 

cover a limited portion of household ex d' pen lture . As a re ult h in 

the rural and urban areas shoulder much more responsibilit ie In en me 

and covering a considerable amount of household e K ' xpenses. an a I a c in inl ' 

Kansa was a migrant weaver who lived at Shiro Meda in Add i Aba ba . II had a 
wife, two children, and old parents in Dorze. Hi s urban wife rep ned thai he 
annually sent his family and parents about Birr 300.00. Every week Kan a av irr 
25 .00 as a member of iqub. Moreover, he visited hi rural famil < nd pc r 111. 

annually. As a result, he spent a considerable amount of his in 111e ~ r trail p rt<li 11 

and other holiday expenses. These responsibilities of Kan a v akened hi < h 
contr ibution in relation to household expenditure of both the urb n and rural t 111 

households . Hence, both his wives who lived in the rural and urb, n are, IV r 
engaged in different income earning activities in order to uppl el11 III h 1I h Id 
income. Atsede, the urban wife, was engaged in firewood ell in . he \. a ea rning 
about Birr 30.00 per week. Masore, the rllral wife, generated ill me fr 111 pelt 
trading and spinning cotton thread for market. 

In add ition to altering household structure and comp siti n deci si n making 

regardin g polygyny also changes the role and status of women at large . 111 nc-v 

anther the decision would affect the position of women. In 

dd 't ' I wI''''e leads to the disintegration of the marri age ti ma rry an a IlOna 11 

. '" ·c Let us see the following case which iLlu trat 
husband and hiS lormer Wile. 

. I led to another deci i n t di 
decision of the husband, in relation to po ygyny 

r e. 

dult was a migrant weaver who li ved in ddi ba a. He 
Mered, now 51 years o.ld a 'D ' 1988 After a year the uni on came t all end a 
had married Etenesh, hiS first WI edln f'om her husband and Ii ed a a di reed 
a result of divorce. Etenesh move away r I 19aoed her elf in coffee alld dir // (1 

D . those 15 years, s le el '0 . 

wO lTIan for 15 years. unng d' t t vns and markers to run her bu Ine . a 
mag trade . She used to travel to Istan oV . tatus with the pI' fil he earned . he 

d I 1ge her economiC S . tl 
res ult she manage to c 1al tl ate of 10 % in lere tin e e 1110 11 1 , I d' money at le r 
also generated profit by en tng . . 

d r
ried Asnakech who \ a a 16- ear old \ Ir Il1 

d way Mere ma . c 14 ler I ear After Etenesh move a , . d I' ved as his WIfe lor ear . 
1· two chIldren an I . f '1 \ a ene h ha 

Asnakech begot lIIn A cording to some In ormanl , I 
Mered decided to marry Etenesh. c 



sent elders and asked M d ~ 
wife led t d' ere or remarriage Md ' . 

. 0 . Ivorce because Asnakech . ~ re deci I 11 to r mar hi 
dleclded. t? divorce him. Asnakech dec 'd W~'0 dl? not accept the de i Ion 0 
t 1e decIsion of Mered to I e to divorce Mered n t · I marry Etene I SI mcr 
move her away from the res'd . I s 1. 1e was also of~ nded 1'1' d . 'd I entia com d ' . e I Ion to 
01 er to put Etenesh in her plac B ' poun m which h li ved r ic 

fi I e. ell1g annoyed b .1 r 111 
away rom t 1e compound and settled in h ,y t 1e deci i 11 , l1 ake h rno\ ed 

er parents home lead . 

The decision of Mered to rna E rry tenesh as ad ' 
statuses of both women Mered' d " secon Wife a fe tcd til r I . nd 

I 
. I . . s eClslon to m E w lIC 1 111 turn chanaed the pos 'f fA arry -tene h r li lt d in dl\ I C 

f 
' , . to I IOn 0 snakech from tl f ' 

o a sayo, a divorcee woman TI " le taw , \ Ire t the laW 
Etenesh who had lived for 14 . 1e same deCISion alter the i, I p ili n 

years as a saya Etenesl ' . I .. 
from the status of a sayo to th~t f . ~. 1 oCla pili n \ a hang d 
Mered as a wife in 2002 A fit 0 a WI e. Etenesh moved illt the mp lind 

. er two years she gave b' rtl b b 
Etenesh became not only a wife but also I I 1 to a. ~ 11 . r ult . 
life of Mere d's household because Eteneshaall:~~~~~ Th a.t dw I n , I . hall d th 
corrugated iron house in her husband 's cOlnpoul1d gM

he
.
1 

own 111 l1 e lIdl a m d rn . . oleover :.t nc h II t h 
own II1come to cover most of the household expenses. r 

5.5. Death of Spouses 

The death of husbands is another major factor that change h u eh Id tru lu I' nd 

the socio-economic roles of Dorze women. It creates a n id ra Ie num (' r 

female-headed households. The demographic data on 0 rze Il aiz h 1I (;h I 

indicate that out of the total number of households i.e. 56 .7 p rent Iv r(! (! mait: -

headed . De jure heads or widows headed 52.8 percent of the tota l nUI11 er el11 alc-

headed households in Haizo. The percentage of de jure fema le-headcd h 1I ell Id lit 

of the total number of households was 27.5 percent. Thi s indicate th at the death 

husbands rather than that of wives has a strong impact on hou eh Id tru tur and the 

role of women. 

The death of a spouse does not affect the life of the husband and the Iv i D quail . The 

. II socially and p ch logi all . How ver. 
spouse that remains alive loses economlca y, 

.' It f death would marr another m n \J i h in a 
a man who lost hiS Wife as a resu 0 
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short time. A s a result, he secures eco . 
nomiC and psychological 

f h d 
' ene I S. 

a ter t e eath of a husba d . . 
n IS not simple for widows. There are a num r 0 rca on 

that refrain widow wo f men rom exercising . remarnage after the de h 0 

husband. Culturally, it is believed that it . 
IS game to marry another man Ie 

children of the deceased hu b d . s an s without mother. Moreover ido\ m ini \ ho 

have male children prefer to re . 'd malO WI owed and to li ve in the comp und heir 

deceased husband for economic reasons B . . ecause, when the wldo\. sta s in the me 

llr 

compound, she would maintain access to and control over key housch 

When her sons get mature and live in distant urban areas, the wido 

better status in relation to control over resources. Besides, if she ha 

earns/earn better income engaged in non-farm activities the wid w 

nJ n that 

uld r ic 

mo re income from her son(s) (see case of Gendersie on page 145). 

Despite securing the above-mentioned economic benefits, the widow urfer a I t. I 

she marries, that would be considered as a game/taboo. Moreover, he ul d I e 

economic benefits because she would lose her access to household resou rces. If he 

refrains herself from remarriage, she would also suffer from biologi cal ps ch logical 

and economic problems. Biologically the widow suffers because ex tra marital 

intercourse is rare among the Dorze. First of all , having intercourse ou t ide marr iage 

ti es is considered as game. Besides, the distribution of residential com ounds in 

Dorze has town-like housing pattern. The compounds are located near to each 0 her. 

F I h b of til
e society are intertwined as a re ult of endogamou 

urt lermore, t e mem ers 

. d k' h' t orks All these situations minimi ze the chance 0 engaging 
marnage an lOS Ip ne w . 

in secrete sexual affair. 

144 



The case of Gendersie 

Even now I have no p bl . 
I 

'Id ' ro em with reg d I c 11 reno Living in such . ar to and. I have onc ~ I d . circumstance I '11 rna an 1\\ m.1 potcntJa~ of bearing children] dried US sb suffer a lot. B fo' m ' bloo I~ ' 
sayll1g, where could I go leav' p~ I was hVIng alonc \ ith ul a hu d" 

I I mg my children b h' d?' . n . 
a one. was a woman who could mov e In . III cd alon and 1I 11 I Ii\ 
chIldren, having good food and cloth I e elsewhere, gctting marricd b S llin 
tied me u 0 . could sleep In a g d b d B P ... . ur culture does not 11 00 C . ul th ullur 
would be a gome [transgressing th a to~~e to marry anolher man. If I m. r1') lh. I 
marry, the husband would und ~ ra ItIonal . rule or taboo] fo r m . n I I 

ermme me sayl 'd'd I 
another place to another man? Sld 'd . ng I n t 1 bcg I hildr n In 
my hope on my children. I hop~ tha~c~hee~o Itve alone prai ing d. and pl. 111 

prOVide me with cloth, food, and drink. thcy gct matured m children \\ uld 

Summary 

Fortes' model of household developmental cycle has been criticiz d au It 

assumes that households pass through a single developmental cycle. Bauer 77 and 

Bhoola (1988) have disproved this assumption and thereby dey I p d alt rn ti 

theoretical models. 

The researcher has found that the model of 'continuous fragmentati n ad quat I 

explains the behaviour of Dorze households and the role of women in th 

economy. This is because: 1) unlike the assumption of Forte ) 0 rze h u 

not stable. 2) Besides, Dorze households do not pass through a ingle patt m 

developmental stages such as expansion, dispersion, and replacement. Rath r than 

passing through a single pattern of developmental cycle, a great maj rit f 0 rz 

households are characterized by continuous changes in structure and omp iti n 
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Bhoola has stated that Somali h 
ouseholds are chara I ri z d 'c 11 InU U 

fragmentation ' and 'breaking up' b 
ecause they are affect d 

marriage, divorce, polygyny d . . 
an migration. Similarl y rzc rc 

continuously affected by the above-mentioned factors. The 111 
li m r h' 

affects the household economy, structure and the roles and 
\ men i. 

migration. Moreover, the death of husbands is another m j r < t r lil I al CI'i 

household structure and significantly changes the socio- econ mic talLi \- men. 

F or instance, migration to a great extent drains out male lab ur au < gn;( t 

majority of Dorze migrants are male. This large-scale ma l migrati n In lurn (dd'i 

more household responsibilities on wives of migrant men. It al 

sex distribution of the rural household and population. Femal p pu lat i n n tit ll S 

about two-third of rural population. Moreover, it increa e th num r 'm Ic-

headed households. 

The death of husbands also brings about a relati vely permanent and I n -t'rm han c 

WI 'I . ti n r men in on household structure and the status of women. 11 e, mlgra 

I d the death r hu and ' the number of households headed by de faCIO women lea 

h d d b w'dows r de j ure head . The results in large number of households ea e y I 

structural change of the house hold resulted from the death of hu and al a 

. f women Besides, divorce and p I the socio-economlc status 0 . 

ld d the status of women. structure of the househo an 
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Conclusion 

This thesis has focused on the st d f D u yo orze household ilh pan i ular r 

role of women in the househ Id o economy First, il pre ent Ihe 

historical and geo-cultural context ofth G . e amo highland communiti 

Dorze in particular. 

centra l and northern Ethiopia. They were incorporated inlo Ih liliopi ( n mpll Itl h 

last decade of the 19th century. The incorporation brought about 

socio- economic life of the highland communities. 

The Dorze are the most affected people in this regard . Though Ih rz hed III 

weavi ng earlier, weaving has become an important source of inc m ~ 

Dorze households after the period of the incorporation. Fr m th n 

in th 

ill 

economy has been associated with migration of weavers becau bett r mark I n 

clothes is available in the urban centre The spatial mobilit orthe 0 rz> i d Iluna b 

male miaration which affects household structure and the ec n th 
:::> ' 

household level 

mil l thai fa 
In general, men enjoy higher socio-economic status while the talu 

subordinate one The prevalence of strong patriarchal ideol g indicate lhi 
itua ion 

can be household head Only men conduct rituals and perform acrie 

. b d· t position vis-ii-vis men. 
context puts woman In a su or 1I1a e 

For instance, only men own and inherit key household resource such a land 
nl m n 

Thi cui ural 
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Dorze women play . a pivotal role in prod . . uctlon aCli vlli e h c n id r bl 

women III food crop cultivation is clearly reft d . . . ecte It1 the tradlli nal nd di I I n 

labour. Men are responsible for h ' ) . oelng, SOWing, and thre hin ). Th 

considered as ' men' s works' . , In most cases they are carried out b 

Most Dorze men do not farm for t . wo major reasons. I) Mo t r th m Ii In ur n 

centres as migrant weavers. 2) Most of th I . 'd . . e rura lesl ent mel1 111 lil1 1 \V (\ 111 ' h ' 

generate income from weaving and hire farm labourers for farm acti iti 

tradition of 'work taboo' makes men free fro . I' m carrylllg t llllg uch a 111 < nur , dd r, 

ellse l. firewood harvest, grain and straw. 

Women ' s roles in farming include manuring, weeding, harve tin ' and IT ing th 

produce, grain and straw, to the homestead. With the exception r ri ch It uS It Id the 

have better access to hired labour, women carry out these farm ta k . La ur i ar 

resource where as farming is labour intensive in Dorze. Male out mi lrati 

t he degree of this problem. As a result , women devote more time and lab ur to a oul 

fa rm tasks. Moreover, Dorze women manipulate local contexts t ecur 

labour. They increase their access to labour being engaged in labour netw rk I 

ca ll ed ywha. Women have more number of Yllsho arrangements than men al 

the dominant role of women in productive activities. 

Different theoretical models have been applied to anal yze and explain h u eh Id 

behaviors. Fortes' (1958) model of household developmental c cle, B cker' 

. B er 's (1977) 'path anal ys i ' model and Bh la' 
New Household Economics, au 

19 

. t' ' are good examples 
model of ' contIl1uOUS fragmenta IOn 
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In thi s thesis the researcher h . , as reviewed the above-mentioned m 

attempted to examine the b . . aSlc assumptions of the H nd th 

o 111 out whether the m del 1I id fragmentation ' models in order t fi d 

explain the behavior ofDorze households or not . 

The researcher has come up with the ~olloWI' llg maJ'or findin g . Th 

contexts of Dorze households do not fit to the NHE model. Thus, th 

adequately explain the behavior of Dorze household . The t1l del 

fragmentation ' has been applied to explain the continuous change r 

in structure and composition. 

nU llu U 

rz 

According to the assumption of the NHE theory, the househ Id i a ul\it in \ hi h 

members pool income and other economic resources to sati sf c 1111 n 1\ h 

preferences This assumption does not adequately explain the ec n mi pa tt rn r 

households for the following reasons. 

First, members of the majority of Dorze households do not P I their in m Th 

oenerate income from different sources and allocate portion of their income t er 
b 

certain household expenses and keep the rest for personal expenditure B id , 

household resources such as land and houses are not pooled. In tead , the are e ntr 
lIr e 

by male household heads Only male members inherit ke hou eh Id t 

I 
ources makes wo men ub rdi nat t m n 

status of men with regard to contro over res 
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Second th " , e majority of Dorze households are characteri ed b end r p ci r In m 

and expenditure pattern Spouses Ilave a relati ve autollOIll nd 

expenditure pattern Moreover, husbands and wI've contri bute t h u eh Id p nd ilur 

in different ways. Husbands allocate morley c-lor 'gro ' and 

expenses including payments of land tax, hired labour, and ,uir m mb r hip h ar 

also responsible to purchase cloth for hou eho ld member and t bu 111 I during 

Masqalla and other annual celebration . Wives all ocate m re m nc fI r a d - I d 

purchase of consumption items including cereal , vegetabl pIC , I' I cr p . 

kerosene, and household utensil s. Male and femal e child ren al ha e di r nl in 111 

and expenditure pattern similar to the above menti oned patt rn . 

Third, household members pool their labour in producti ve activiti I and 

elise! cultivation. Despite their considerabl e role in crop produ ti n. w m n' 

and control over the harvest is very limited. Thi i becaLl 'e; nl m n (h Id h ad ) 

store the grain, seal the granary and control the all ocati on oC the rain . 

Fourth, the NHE theory focuses on homogeneous hOLl ehold headed b an alt rui ti c 

head . It also assumes that members of the household have common h ic Thu. th 

join their income and economic resources under an altrui ti c head that redi tri bute the 

economic resources to the members of the hou eho ld . nlike thi as umpti n, D rze 

households are not homogeneous Household member do not nece aril ha common 

preferences Though, members play complementar role to mai ntain th h u ehold the 

also have conflicting interests Interactions between pou e , bet,,: een fa ther and on, 

mother and son is characterized by conflicts over ke househ Id reo our e. 
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As indicated above, the model of 'continuous fragmentat,·on' 11a be 11 appli d t . la lo 

the continuous changes of Dorze households in structure and c mp iti n Th m d 1 

assumes that the household is in the state of continuou chang 
In tru lUr and 

composition The household is subject to 'continuou fragmentati 11 ' b cau e it 

continuously affected by factors such as migration, polygyny, and di Th 
111 

household structure in turn alters the role and status of women at the h u 

au 
The model has been applied to explain Dorze household behavi ur 

First Iy, Dorze hou5eho Ids are characterized by conti nu au ha ng . '" , IfU lur nd 

composition because they are continuously affected by variou faclors u h . mi 'rati n, 

divorce, and polygyny 

Secondly, the model of ' continuous fragmentation ' put · If n' emph. i n th ma r 

factors that alter household structure. Moreover, it examines the impact 

structural change on roles and statuses of women A a result , it pr id an ,mp nam 

theoretical framework to the study of Dorze household dynamic and the r I f m n 

in the household economy 

Thirdly, the model considers intra-household interaction and conniCI hich ali a 

researchers to examine the can n i ct i ng i ntereslS of hou seho Id member . 

Furthermore, Bhoola' s model could serve as an alternative the retical fram
ev 

rk I the 

study of household behaviour in other societies in which hou ehold are chara
ci 

rized 

\5 \ 



continuous changes because of vanous factors including migrati n, di r , and 

polygyny 
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Appendi)( , 

Plate 2: 
A memorial stick erected to remembe~ 
the woga ket'sa that disappeared. ~ 

Plate 4: 

Women work group 
_ spinning cotton thread. 

Plate 1: 
An old man sitting 
in front of a fallen 
woga ket'sa [traditional hou ]. 

Plate3 
View of Dorze 
residential compound. 



Plate 6: 

Women dago [drink together] 

local beer in Bodo market. 

Plate 8: 
The researcher and enumerators A 
near the big dubusha. ~ 

Plate 5: 
Members of a work gr up 
singing a yusho on . 

Plat - 7: 

Th r ear her w ith num 

enjoying food and 10 al b 1'. 
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Plate 10: 

A boy weaving. 

~ • r 

Plate 12: 

Women processing enset. <.\ 

Plate 9: 

Chuba, a 94 -year old weaver, 

with his wife . 

Plat 11: 

A pott r w rkin . 



Plate 13: Women moving the edible part of 
the enset plant for processing 

~ 
, 

\, .. 
" ' ,> , \ ( .. 
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Plate 1 4: women In Dorze /Bodo market 



A.A.U DEARTMENT Of SOCIOLOGY 
LIBRARY 

DATE DUE DATE DUE 

" fI "'f: V ,fAT LUU( 

u-tt7t'F~008 -
1 ,~ nrl" ~ 

, 
\ 

,.,,_ "'lU 

r-t " ~ft 
2~ )~.- .. 

,~Ir . "" _oil 

~. 

-

f--- -
So A.N 

- Gl!.:r Getaneh 
c-l <nl-J. e role of women -

in the hous l-J. old •• 

Ge taneh 

un.! 

The role of wo rr. en in 
the household •• 

EDmON 

VOLUMe 

CJAIE. NO. 1 

CA.lL NO. 

.s oAf\ 
GET 

---I, 


	scan_2021-12-01_08-24-53.1

