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ABSTRACT 

This study examines the structure of the Noun Phrase 
in Aari in the li~ht . of the X-bar theory of ~ackenduff 
(1977) and recent developments . This approach falls within 
the general framework of the Extended standard theory of 
generative grammar. 

The study identifies the lexical category of 
nominalsthat serve as a head element in an NP structure. 
With respect to this, two types of nominals have been 
investigated. Th$se are simple and derived nominals. 

Complements and specifiers form phrasal constituents 
wi th the. nominal heads. Concerning the complements 
of no~£ri.ls, three types of complements have been 
discovered. These are functioual arguments, restrictive 
modifiers and non-restrictive modifiers. These 
compl>;:Tcents occur at the levels of N', N", and NT", 
respectively. 

All the complements of the level NT occur preceding 
their nominal heads • . On the other hand, with the 
exception of a few complements, all the complements 
of the levels Nil and N'" occur following their heads. 

R~gardinp, specifiers, two types of specifiers have 
been i ·lentified. These are articles and quantifiers. 
They branch from the N"T a·nd NT! nodes T respectively, 
In the projection line .of nominal heads, both the class 
of articles and that of quantifiers occur in a peripheral 
position in relation to the complements. 






































































































































































































































































