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ABSTRACT

This research was conducted to examine the status of professional journalism in Ethiopia
during the reform period (2018-2023) by taking the "Netsa Hasab" show of Walta Media in
Focus. Walta TV is among the media businesses that have popular shows that expose
wrongdoing. Of those programs, "Netsa Hasab" is the most well-known. In light of these, the
researcher examined how professional journalism is practiced in the program. This study is
designed to answer the following fundamental research questions: How close to accuracy
and truthfulness does Walta TV's "Netsa Hasab” program adhere? How does Walta TV
uphold the values of fairness in its shows? Under what circumstances does the "Netsa
Hasab" program respect the dignity of its guests? What are the challenges for using concrete
evidence in Walta TV's "Netsa Hasab™ program? Discriptive qualitative analysis was
condacted. The information gathered from in-depth interviews was examined and sample
“Netsa Hasab" programs were also selected purposefully and analyzed carefully. According
to the study's findings, the “Netsa Hasab” program features higher officials and prominent
people who are viewed by society as untouchable; we can say that it is a model program. But
"Netsa Hasab" has a lot of problems when it comes to employing concrete evidence.
Consequently, truthful, fair, and accurate information is not available to the public. So the
program is produced based more on hearsay than on solid proof. This can be seen also in a
number of Ethiopian broadcast media. According to this research, the primary problem with
the program is that guests aren't treated properly and fairly. In addition to that Ethiopian
professional journalism faces major challenges from government intervention, a lack of

professionalism among journalists, and incompetent managers.
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CHAPTER ONE

1. INTRODUCTION

Chapter one includes an introduction, background of the study, statement of the problem,
objectives of the study, research questions, significance of the study, scope of the study, and
limitations of the research. So in this chapter elements of professional journalism and the
gaps in the profession entertained. The practice of professional journalism in Ethiopia

particularly in Walta media also discussed.

Journalism is becoming increasingly vital in today's world. In journalism, information must
be viewed as a social good rather than a commodity. A journalist's social obligation
necessitates that he or she act in accordance with a personal ethical conscience in all

circumstances.

(Kebele, 2004) said that professionalism is usually linked to the promotion of codes of

conduct. “Ethical codes, in effect, serve to create the collective conscience of a profession.”

Standards and principles of ethical practice in journalism are referred to as "ethics.” They
provide a solid foundation for everyone working in public information. Most codes of ethics
are based on five core principles of ethical journalism: public accountability, impartiality,

fairness, humanity, truthfulness, accuracy, and objectivity.

The principle of social responsibility lends support to both public and professional
journalism. However, even that framework expresses “dissatisfaction with the interpretation
of functions by some media owners and operators and with the way the press has carried
them out” (Sibert F., 1956).

The majority of the time, the media and professions construct their own codes of ethics.
These codes spell out the beliefs and responsibilities they must uphold. According to studies,
most journalists failed to follow ethical principles strictly and also didn’t dig for the story
behind the story. They accept anything they are told at face value, and they don’t stay
skeptical without becoming cynical. That is what the researcher wants to find out: which and
how the canons of professional journalism have been violated in Ethiopia, in particular by

Walta TV's "Netsa Hasab" program.
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1.1 Background of the study

As Ethiopian reform begins, "Netsa Hasab," a TV program, started in 2018. The show is one-
to-one in nature and is generally recorded in a studio. It takes a tough-talking strategy. In
1994, Walta Media and Communication Corporate S.C. was founded. It is well-known for
producing documentaries and having them shown on the Ethiopian state media, Ethiopian
Television (ETV). However, it has become one of Ethiopia's independent and competent
news and current affairs media since 2 April 2017 in the last seven years. It held a reform in
2023 and reveald Addis Walta as a new brand. But currently on May 2024 there are talks to
merge the media company with well known station Fana Broadcasting Coarporate (FBC).
Walta Station is among the media companies which examine talk show programs. As a
result, it launched the weekly TV show "Netsa Hasab." "Netsa Hasab" is derived from two
Ambharic words: "Netsa,” which signify free and "Hasab" (meaning thought). The show
started on 28 January 2018, and it airs every Wednesday at nine o'clock in the evening. The
show highlights mostly political issues and exposes wrongdoings in organizations. Of those
programs, "Netsa Hasab™ is the well-known. Given these, the researcher planned to use
"Netsa Hasab" as an example to examine how journalism professionalism is practiced in
Ethiopia in particular in Walta Television. Studies show that most journalists in many
countries including Ethiopia did not thoroughly investigate the backstory behind the news
item and did not adhere to professional standards. The majority of them don't remain
skeptical long before they become cynical; taking everything that is said to them at its value.
Journalists who respect their profession are responsible for exercising their power to help the
people by searching the truth and revealing it. (David, 1990), as cited by (Daniel Bekele,
2008), note that a "concern for ethical behavior is the starting point of good journalism." In
support of that, Forbes (2005, p. 47) also noted that accountability is one of journalism’s
basic ethical principles (2005:47). In the book "The Elements of Journalism,” Resentiel

(Resentiel, 2007) identifies the essential principles and practices of journalism as

"Journalistic truth,” a process that begins with the professional discipline of
assembling and verifying facts, then journalists try to convey a fair and reliable

account of their meaning, subject to further investigation. They continue as follows. ”
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A journalist seeks a practical and functional form of truth; it is not the truth in the absolute,
philosophical, or scientific sense but rather a pursuit of the truths by which we can operate on
a day-to-day basis. "Truth,” "accuracy,” and "objectivity" are almost consensual cornerstones
of journalism ethics as documented in professional codes of conduct (Hafez, 2002). If
African journalists followed values provided by their own culture, such as truth-telling, in
their practice of journalism, the African media would look different and better (Traber,
1989). He continues: "Honesty and truthfulness are highly valued African virtues, and telling
lies is utterly appalling. Now consider the half-truths, misinformation, disinformation, and
lies contained in our Kenyan press. That is not only incorrect, but it is also culturally
alienating in Kenya and throughout Africa.”

However, critics of the Ethiopian media's professionalism are diverse; some express
dissatisfaction with poor journalistic practices, poor quality, and variety of journalistic
outputs, while others question the independence of the Ethiopian media. Further, the
argument is extended to say that "the media hardly provide a forum for promoting freedom of

expression and the exercise of democratic rights in Ethiopia.” (Simon, 2006)
1.2 Statement of the Problem

Ethical and professional journalists are essential, especially for developing and multi-cultural
societies like Ethiopia. The media are expected to be critical, balanced, and credible in their
reporting. Because they have the ability to boost development efforts and maintain people's
tolerance, or vice versa, journalists are expected to maintain public trust in addition to
reporting accurately (Hargreaves, 2005), and it is the ethical decision-making in journalistic
practice that determines how much the public can trust journalists. Watchdog reporting also
holds institutions accountable when wrongdoing has been committed and tolerated. Objective
reporting is thought to be cooler, rather than emotional, in tone, and it takes pains to fairly
represent each leading part in political controversies. It is about the possibility of
distinguishing between facts and opinions, which emerge from the positivist way of
understanding the concept of objectivity, which advocates a journalist writing what she or he
can directly observe and that which is factual (Geremew Chala, 2019). That means the

journalists should keep their own opinions outside of the products that they present and let
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the audience form their own opinions on the basis of the facts. On the other hand, objectivity
is the concept of free speech that rests between correctness, reality, and thought because the
truth will always win over falsehood (Streckfuss, 1990; Tuchman, 1972). A study by Addis
Ababa University collaborating with the former Ethiopian Broadcast Authority (EBA), now
known as the Ethiopian Media Authority (EMA) (AAU, 2019), revealed that people are
disappointed in terms of content quality, technical presentation, credibility, consistency,
continuity, relevance, and accessibility of Ethiopian broadcast media. The study mentioned
as a case that more than 55 percent of news programs also didn’t indicate sources (page 235).
According to the survey, the role of the media in enhancing democracy, entertaining diversity
and tolerance, and creating awareness about politics and the constitution is insignificant. This

shows how journalists are incapable of exercising their profession.

Moreover, Welelaw Eshetu, notes that fair and balanced reporting, objectivity, social
responsibility, and conflicts of interest are affected in different ways in the newsroom of
Ethiopian media. The stoppage in doing so will result in baffling, reckless, and corrupt
governance. As a result, creating vibrant media organizations filled with ethical professionals
is something that needs critical attention. However, the investigator didn’t clearly justify the
facts about how the practice of research, preparation, and fact-checking, respecting guests,
and asking appropriate follow-up questions was missed in the Ethiopian media.

Some researchers have also conducted a study on the profession of journalism with a
concentration on such Hard Talk television programs. (Selamawit Worku, 2019), for
example, published a thesis titled “Audience Reception Analysis of LTV Shows among
Addis Ababa Residents “that included these findings. However, there are certain gaps in the
study's findings, particularly when it comes to key professional standards of journalism such
as truthfulness and accuracy, objectivity, fairness, privacy, using concrete research, and

respecting human dignity. The study focused mostly on audience satisfaction with the show.

While the researcher (Seid Muhie, 2019) focused more on the standards and production
quality of the shows in his thesis titled "Analysis of Amharic Talk Show Content and Format

Reform of Ethiopian Television," Even though ETV's "Birtu Weg" program, which is similar
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to Walta's "Netsa Hasab," was one of the talk show programs investigated, the study

concentrated on the topic framing and format implementation of ETV’s talk show programs.

As a result, the goal of this research is to find out how much Walta Media Institution's Netsa
Hasab program paid attention to accuracy and truthfulness, fairness, humanity and respect

guests’ dignity and to use concrete evidence.
1.3 Objectives of the Study
1.3.1 General Objective

The main objective of this study is to analyze the status of the professional journalism in

Ethiopia during the reform period (2018-2023) by taking "Netsa Hasab™ of walta into focus.
1.3.2 Specific Objectives
The specific objectives of this study are:

1. To assess the accuracy and truthfulness of Walta TV's "Netsa Hasab" program.

2. To evaluate whether Walta TV upholds the values of fairness in its shows or not.

3. To learn under what circumstances the "Netsa Hasab™ program respects the dignity of

its guests.

4. To identify the challenges to use concrete evidence in Walta TV's "Netsa Hasab"

program.
1.4 Research Questions
This research is designed to answer the following fundamental research questions:..

1. How close to accuracy and truthfulness does Walta TV's "Netsa Hasab™ program

adhere?
2. How does Walta TV uphold the values of fairness in its shows?

3. Under what circumstances does the "Netsa Hasab" program respect the dignity of its

guests?

4. What are the challenges for using concrete evidence in Walta TV's "Netsa Hasab™

program?
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1.5 Significance of the Study

One of the goals of journalism is to expose wrongdoing in order to effect change and social
reform, as well as to ensure public justice. It also seeks to fight the audiences’ battles for
them, especially for those who are poor, voiceless, and have limited access to the media. In
general, professional journalism advocates for the general public's interests by holding rulers

accountable for their actions in front of the public.

Professional and ethical Journalistic issues in most Ethiopian media houses seem to have not
yet been given due attention. The study will be of paramount importance in discussing the

subject, which has an impact on the reliability of the media.

“Netsa Hasab” is a one-to-one program format that allows for discussion of political ideas in
the studio. To some extent, the program exposes the wrongdoings of officials, governments,
and non-governmental organizations in order to promote democracy, good governance, and

social reform.

Thus, the study was carried out to provide the following particular and useful benefits:
1. It may provide other researchers with crucial insights for their studies.
2. It may also possibly help media organizations, engaged in the sector.

3. This study might be very important for regulatory bodies like the Ethiopian Media
Authority (EMA) and other policymakers.

1.6 Scope of the Study

The study was conducted in the capital city of Ethiopia, Addis Ababa, and focuses on
journalistic professional ethics in one-to-one programs, as in the case of Walta TV. Because
it is difficult to cover all journalistic ethics in a short period of time, the researcher must
concentrate on objectivity and truthfulness, which includes preparation, evidence, fact-
checking, presentation, respecting guests, and asking appropriate follow-up questions, which
are the main areas of the research. So, the investigator researched those selected journalistic
ethics and related professional problems accordingly, according to its codes of conduct and

guidelines.

6|Page



1.7 Limitations of the Study

The researcher encountered data access issues while conducting this study, particularly when
utilizing internet data and document analysis. To overcome this difficulty, the researcher
invested a great deal of effort in identifying crucial documents that helped in the study's
analysis. Obtaining certain programs from archives was also another challenge the researcher
encounters because they were manually documented. To get past this obstacle, the researcher
went to Walta's YouTube channel online. It took a long time to choose the "Netsa Hasab"
episodes that ran from 2019 to 2023.

1.8 Organization of the Study

The study contained five chapters. The first chapter dealt with the introduction: background
of the study, statement of the problem, objectives of the study, research questions,
significance of the study and scope, as well as limitations of the study and organization of the
study. The second chapter deals with a review of related literature. The third chapter
entertained the methodology of the study and how it was investigated to obtain the desired
result. In the fourth chapter, data presentation and interpretations were discussed in detail.

The fifth chapter incorporated conclusions and recommendations based on the findings.
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CHAPTER TWO

2. REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE

In this chapter, numerous topics relevant to the research area are reviewed. A discussion of
the study's underlying theoretical frameworks is also included. Gatekeeping theory,
Watchdog Journalism and Social Responsibility theory of mass media are discussed. The
goal of this thesis is to examine how professional journalism has been scrutinized in Ethiopia
since 2019 on Walta TV. The other objective is to consider how professional journalism

might flourish in Ethiopia in the future.
2.1 Professional Journalism

Journalism is a profession that should be driven ethically and it needs responsibility strongly.
The profession is very unique because if it goes in a different direction, even slightly, it
impacts the whole person in a fraction of a second. The effect doesn’t stop on the individual
level but it does go to the nation and citizens. The practice of journalism should be motivated
by ethics, and it demands a lot of accountability. That’s why Ethiopian says “Krnowledge can
drive to wherever and ethics is the break.” So, ethical journalists are responsible for

protecting the profession from unethical professionals.

“Media people must speak out and condemn those of their colleagues who step out of
line before their bad professionalism spreads to the whole ‘family’ of
Jjournalists...Society may not always be able to tell bad from good journalism but

Jjournalists can.” (Wabwire, 2015, p. 27)

In recent times the world has become filled with unethical actions. Inhuman acts spread
everywhere. Now it is obvious that many scholars and higher officials are telling lies as
equivalent to the truth. Terrorists are using Media more than guns. So, it is simple to
understand how it is difficult to realize journalism in this unethical world. That is why every
issue needs special attention before it becomes a program or NEWS. Hence the line between
false and true is so narrow and unseen that it needs the telescope of journalism more than
ever. The actor set their evil plan while preparing to record and broadcast the news and the

program. Therefore, journalists and media houses should not be the carriers of side
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information whether consciously or unconsciously. Because the result would be conflict, it

may create chaos and clash, Even if it couldn’t happen.

“Journalists do not practice their profession based on professional or ethical

guidance, and fail to meet public expectations” (Daniel Bekele, 2008).

Journalism is a profession that needs highly responsible professionals. Real journalists should
always investigate facts again and again. If journalists accept the information they hear, read,
and see as real facts, it may create destruction. Reporting by only seeing creates huge
damage. Salt is exactly a sugar by seeing, if we judge only by sight, we can call the salt as a
sugar, and if we look at the size of the moon, and is equal to seeing a ball from Earth. Real

reporting needs nearing, smelling, and testing in addition to seeing.
2.2 Ethiopian media

The journey of the Ethiopian press or media has been around for a century. Especially since
the private press started to be widely used in the country, it is about 35 years old. We have
seen in these three decades that the profession of the press and the ethics of journalism have
been seen as having significant problems. Since the area is still young, it lacks experience
and expertise. The lack of experience we see in the day-to-day operations of the private and

public sector is severe.

Journalists tend to neglect the public's interests during this time. Similar issues with the
practice of journalism in Ethiopia can be inferred from the research of the following scholars
(Aadland and Fackler, 1999; Birhanu, 2009; Gudeta, 2008; Hallelujah) as cited by
(Temesgen Alemu, 2013).

According to those writers; one is because there has been no private media in the country for
centuries and the governments were dictators and did not allow freedom of expression. In
addition, there are not enough professionals in journalism. The private press and the state
press were also polarized and divided. In particular, the merging of activism and journalism

are among the main problems.

Above all, in the dictatorial military system that followed the oppressive feudal system in

Ethiopia was in, citizens did not have the democratic rights to express their opinions freely.
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Following the regime change in 1991 when some rights were started to be exercised,
especially during the period of transition, the steps taken to liberate the media were carried
out in haste and without prior preparation, so the private press did not grow as much as

expected.

“One of the major findings of the study was that the cause for the division of media in
Ethiopia was found to be the 'unprecedented transformation’ of the media land escape
in 1992 following the “EPRDF” into power, the liberalization and privatization of
media was announced unconditionally, but with no preparation. No prior structural
adjustment was made to hold on to the practice of journalism in a democratic system.
Rather, the privately owned press jumped into the practice of journalism without
considering the minimum requirement a press could fulfill” (Afewerk
Gebreegziabher, 2013).

The limited capacity of Ethiopia's press institutions is due to the lack of universities and
training institutes that can provide professional education for a long time. Therefore, due to
the lack of sufficient experts, it was not possible to find a journalist who works according to
the principles and discipline required by the profession. Combined with these and other
problems, it has not been possible to produce enough qualified journalists to run the public or

private media in our country.
2.3 Media Theories
2.3.1 Theoretical Framework.

To find the best answer to a problem, a research study uses theory as a lens through which to
view the issue at hand. To examine the actual practice of professional journalism in
Ethiopian television, the gatekeeping theory, watchdog journalism, and social responsibility

theories were all applied.
2.3.2 Gatekeeping theory

Choosing what is written or aired by the media is referred to as “gatekeeping theory.”
According to this hypothesis, numerous gatekeepers have the power to accept or reject news
and programs that enter their domains and regulate how the content is processed. They also

have the power to change communications so that they reflect their attitudes and adhere to
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cultural and political boundaries. Using gatekeeping theory, White examined and assigned
reasons and determinants of news selection for publication to the editors of many newspapers
back in 1950. This idea was later extended by scholars (Shoemaker, 2001), who suggested
variables that affect the choice of news to be released. Politics, culture, individualism,

organizations, the economy, and daily routines are a few of these variables.
2.3.3 Watchdog Journalism

The news media has remarkably accelerated as a watchdog as its power developed in the
latter part of the 20th century due to the public's pessimism and suspicion of those in
authority and their commitment and honesty (Schuitz, 1998). Around the world, newsrooms
in the late 1960s and early 1970s thrive on a watchdog form of journalism. The Watergate
Scandal and the Pentagon Papers scandals were viewed as the outcome of the press's
watchdog function in the USA and were given particular weight. Because of this, many in the
media view that period as a kind of "golden age™" of professional journalism and as a role
model for what the press should contribute to public discourse in a free society (LaRose,
2008).

The media, particularly those that cover public affairs, are expected to play a watchdog
function and regularly scrutinize both the public and private sectors. In a democracy, the
press' primary function is to inform the populace of the government's everyday operations
(Everette E. Dennis, 1996).

The primary purpose of a watchdog is to prevent strong states, people, and institutions from
exceeding their bounds. In addition to recognizing government and institutions when they
perform effectively and efficiently as well as when they don't, it should go beyond merely

making the management and exercise of power transparent to the public (Bill Kovach, 2001).

By standing up for and guarding the public interest, the press' watchdog function greatly
helps democracy and improves good government. It follows the steps of the representatives

who were chosen by the electorate.

Today, smaller, local newspapers, blogs, and major national media all play a watchdog role.

Additionally, scandal-mongering is becoming a part of watchdog media. This shows that it is
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constrained by local issues of public interest in addition to such significant and national ones
(LaRose, 2008).

When the media serves as a watchdog, it's critical to recognize that it must distinguish itself
from oppositional media that fosters partisan ambition.

In general, the press must be impartial, answerable to the public, and ultimately stand as the
Fourth Estate. The ethical guidelines for sources and other information-gathering methods
should serve as the press's guide. The profession of journalism is crucial to the press' survival
and continued existence as a watchdog, and media organizations and professionals are

accountable for keeping it on course.
2.3.4 Social Responsibility theory of mass media

Most developing and least-developed countries adopt social responsibility theory, which is a
relatively new idea that first emerged in the middle of the 20th century. The Commission on
the Freedom of the Press that took place in the United States in 1949 gave the theory, which
originated in Europe, some shape. In their 1956 book, Siebert, Peterson, and Schramm
published the model's official design. Although it promotes complete press freedom and lack
of censorship, it should be governed by social obligations and outside restrictions. Public
pressure and interference are other methods of content filtering. With the idea that
libertarianism was out of date, libertarian theory was supplanted. Since the introduction of

this notion, media professionalism has been a critical issue.

Theoretically, professional journalism has its roots in the Enlightenment principles that gave
rise to the notions of press freedom and liberty. In Europe during the 16th, 17th, and 18th
centuries, societal changes were essentially related to the governmental system that was
being used. The dominant belief of the time was that freedom of expression, rational debate,
and absolute reason should be the foundation of social and political progress rather than the
total authority of the government (Weichhart, 2008). In contrast to pure libertarian theory, the
social responsibility theory does not view freedom of expression as an unqualified right. The
right to free expression must be weighed against other people's private rights and important
societal interests. (Bereket Yeheyish, 2012)
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(Fredrick S. Siebert, 1963),"in libertarian theory, the main function of the mass media is to

inform and entertain the public.” He continued by saying the following:

In essence, the media's main goal was to support the search for the truth and to aid in the
process of resolving political and social issues by providing various forms of evidence and
opinion as the foundation for judgments. Its responsibility was to prevent the government

from going too far.

Purely negative liberty is viewed as inadequate and ineffective by the social responsibility
thesis. This viewpoint views negative liberty as meaningless. (Fredrick S. Siebert, 1963), on
pages 93-94 continues, "It is like telling a man that he is free to walk without first making
sure that he is not crippled.” Freedom needs to be put to use to be genuine. It is not sufficient
to merely inform a guy that he is free to pursue his ambitions; one must also give him the

necessary tools for doing so.

According to social responsibility theory, journalists are generally held to a high standard
both in terms of their duties and their responsibilities to society as a whole (Peterson, 1996).

The mass media's philosophy of social responsibility transformed how news was reported in
the press, moving it away from objective reporting and towards interpretive reporting. Facts
were previously delivered without any kind of interpretation. The mass media's philosophy of
social responsibility transformed how news was reported in the press, moving it away from
objective reporting and towards interpretive reporting. The audience gave it their
interpretation. This led to issues since the social order was impacted and interpretation was
not grounded in truth. Professional reporting and interpretative reporting began to reveal the

truth in each case.

The press is considered to be for the people and society according to social responsibility
theory. The press's responsibilities include creating and upholding a code of conduct, setting
standards for journalism, improving journalism, protecting journalists, and enforcing
sanctions against any journalists who breach the code. So that the public receives accurate
information and news that is understandable, the facts presented by the press are analyzed
and evaluated in this manner. By exposing social ills like corruption and discouraging other

undesirable behaviors, promotes social peace.
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Every person has the right to talk, express themselves, and publish in the media, which is
seen as a space for the voiceless to have a voice and shape public opinion. It is viewed as an
instrument for social development rather than as a means. As a result, the stated goals of the
media are to create and discover answers while also informing, documenting, and analyzing
Every person has the right to talk, express themselves, and publish in the media, which is
seen as a space for the voiceless to have a voice and shape public opinion. It is viewed as an
instrument for social development rather than as a means. As a result, the stated goals of the
media are to create and discover answers while also informing, documenting, analyzing, and

interpreting.

2.4 Journalistic Ethics

Every profession has its ethics. A profession cannot be sacred just because it is a profession
and also it is not enough that the professionals have knowledge and skills. But they can be
protected and cleansed from evil things only when they are morally uplifted. Several ideas
are conflated in journalistic ethics. Ethics is, for instance, "the philosophical study of
morality- of right conduct, moral character, obligation and responsibility, social justice, and
the nature of the good”, (Grassian Russian, 1992). As we can see, ideas of obligation and

responsibility help to define ethics.

A profession should not be able to produce the desired results for a desired subject only
through the control of external social rules. Above all, it should be judged by the conscience

or inner morality of the professional.

“Public service: journalists provide a public service (as watchdogs or ‘newshounds, active

collectors and disseminators of information);
e Objectivity: journalists are impartial, neutral, objective, fair and (thus) credible;
e Autonomy: journalists must be autonomous, free and independent in their work;

e Immediacy: journalists have a sense of immediacy, actuality, and speed (inherent in

the concept of ‘news’);

e Ethics: journalists have a sense of ethics, validity and legitimacy” (Temesgen Alemu,
2013).
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A profession has benefits and responsibilities from the practitioner's and the client’s point of
view. So Journalism is one of those renowned professions, it should be guided by
professional ethics. Due to their nature, many professions can be used for inappropriate
purposes. Some people forget their professional responsibilities. Most of them abuse their
responsibilities given, by exaggerating their interests more than anyone else. (Weak lawyers,
corrupt judges, greedy doctors, irresponsible engineers, careless teachers, and unbalanced
journalists are the burdens of society. Ethics tries to mediate the relationship between clients
and professionals in an ethical way. A profession is respected when it provides honorable

service. It can be respected only when it is guided by moral principles and rituals.

2.5 Significance of Code of Ethics for Journalists

Respecting journalistic ethics is a fundamental issue for a journalist. Just as all professions
have their ethical principles; a journalist in particular must respect the professional principles
of journalism. Therefore, professional associations in Ethiopia must prepare a code of

conduct and act in compliance with the law.

“Journalism ethics and standards comprise principles of ethics and good practice as
applicable to the specific challenges faced by journalists. Historically and currently,
this subset of media ethics is widely unknown to journalists as their professional ""code

of ethics" or the "canons of journalism”

The basic codes and canons commonly appear in statements drafted by both professional
journalism associations and individual print, broadcast, and online news organizations.
(Editors, 1923)

Due to the lack of such laws and ethics, the media has been forced to focus on issues that are
personal opinions rather than free reporting. Also, it has been engaged in transmitting
information to the public that is not important for the country and the people. When we look
at the programs and the NEWS of some media institutions, it is widely seen that journalism
and political activism are mixed. Most journalists do not know the difference between news
reports and personal opinions, so it has been widely seen that the practice of journalism is

based on ethics and political pragmatism.
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When a civil engineer starts to build a building, road, bridge, or dam, the risk is high if he
does his work outside of his professional ethics. Even if it works, it will inevitably cause
great damage. The professional guidelines outlined in journalism's codes, according to
(Chadwick, 1997)

Similarly, if journalism is not governed by law, order, principles, and honesty, the risk is high
too. In various countries, ethnic, racial, and ethnic-centered agitations have often sparked

conflicts between peoples.

The journalists who incited these conflicts have committed a crime that history will not
forgive on the country and the people. For example, when we look at the genocide that
happened in Rwanda, although there are other additional reasons, the main ones that are
known to be the origins of the conflict were due to the lack of ethics created by journalists in
Rwanda. It is known that the role of journalists working in the radio station known as
(RTML) was high.

The goal of professional ethics, according to (Bertrand, 1997), is to "maintain the public trust

to defend it from threats of the constituted powers and the consumers market".

The profession of journalism is guided by the right law and discipline, the public or private
journalist, when performing their work, should stand in the middle of two parties or interests
and contribute equal services to both parties. A journalist should be a platform for other

sections of the society, not one who promotes the wishes his/her interest.

Scholars engaged in the profession of journalism say, "Journalism is a profession that has
the character and ethics of verifying things, so the journalist should first of all maintain
his/her ethics.” If journalism is not governed by laws and principles, it cannot serve as an
independent regulator to prevent public power from being unduly seized. It is only when it is
found to be ethical that it can properly provide the required service by being a platform for
criticism and negotiation for the people's opinions. Ethics does not provide instructions on

how to behave. It merely involves looking for the proper morality. (Day, 2003)

A journalist should understand the difference between law and ethics. (The difference
between Ethics and the law is laws are what we have to do, but Ethics are what we should

do.) A stable and peaceful society can be created if a journalist is guided by the correct
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journalistic principles and ethics. Correct journalistic principles and ethics have a great

potential to guide the moral thinking and attitude of society.

“There are four reasons why societies develop a system of ethics. The first addresses
"society's need for stability” by developing guidelines destined to create trust. The
second invokes a "moral hierarchy" among people. The third helps resolve potential
conflict that may agitate a society. And the fourth establishes ethical standards by

clarifying societal values.” (Ibid)

All professional fields that are given a great place in society should properly maintain their
ethical guidelines. In addition to the professional skills and ethical guidelines, these
professionals are expected to discharge their professional responsibilities faithfully by using

their naturally gifted conscience judgment.

The professionals, regardless of their behavior or experience, are forced to work according to
the principles that are compatible with the rules and ethics of the profession. Professional
codes of ethics frequently include a codification of the principles of ethical journalism. The
majority of codes view the moral journalist as a part of a community of professionals (Black,
1997). Just as the personal and voluntary duty, a professional has an ethical guideline,
specific rules, and ethical guidelines are issued for a profession so that the professional can
contribute services in a better and more beneficial way to society. Ethics is "the philosophical
study of morality -- of right conduct, moral character, duty and responsibility, social justice
and the nature of the good life,” according to (Grassian Russian, 1992). (Petric, 1997), also

stress the importance of an organized approach to ethics.

Journalism is above all a professional field governed by impartiality; the primary ethical
criterion is to present the truth. When we look at the operation of some private press in our
country, we find that they are mostly the tongues of opposition parties in their content. The
media in the hands of the government is seen to present only the government's opinion, not

the public's opinion.

These private or government media institutions should not be the implementation of political
propaganda of a tyrant without the principles and ethics given to them by their profession. As
a result, the government and private media institutions have become viewed with suspicion

by the public in terms of working according to the principles of credibility and neutrality.
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When we look at the principles and ethics of the media in developing countries that have
developed experience in the field of journalism, they work very carefully to ensure that the
information presented by the journalist is accepted by the reader. For example, the American
Association of Newspaper Editors states that a newspaper must first be trusted by its readers.

"Good faith with the reader is the foundation of gooand journalism.” (American Society of
Newspaper Editors Statement of Principle: 2007)

A journalist is called a journalist not only because he ¢ write and read or present well. In
general, he should be knowledgeable in his profession and can see things from different
angles. A journalist should not release all the information he gets arbitrarily. Journalism is a
profession that first requires a careful understanding of things, then the ability to weigh the
benefits and harms of the information and interpret it, and finally to explain the information
concisely. A journalist should be careful not to be driven by emotions and should be careful

as possible to avoid personal subjective interference in his/her work.

A journalist should realize that he/she has a responsibility to apply the principle of objectivity

in his/her work.

In today's world, journalism is like our brain or nervous system. Just as it is said that if a
person's nervous system is disturbed, the person's health is affected, media institutions in a
country say that if journalists do not do their work in a balanced, neutral, and honest way, the
country will be in trouble. Journalists cannot serve as a healthy nervous system for the
country and the people if they do not understand the unity of the various information that the
journalists get and the needs of the society with the basic values of the people. We can
understand that if one of our mental parts is not able to perform its job well the whole body
can’t function well, if journalism in our country fulfills one ethical principle and violates the
other, it will not be a healthy application. Codes of ethics are tools for promoting self-
policing and responsible journalism. Journalists serve the public by upholding the trust
placed in them by adhering to demands that they diligently provide information about

occurrences or unreported problems that, if ignored, could endanger the public at large.

According to Borden and Bowers (2009, p. 356), “journalists, like other professionals,

willingly agree to be bound by codes of ethics in order to gain the trust of their
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audience and society. Globally speaking, Codes of Conduct "focus on the principles of

truthfulness, independence, and non-malfeasance".

A journalist who obeys the honor and ethics of his profession and dedicates himself to his
practicality should be able to correct the shortcomings in his profession at the time. In the
profession of journalism, he should first remove his faults before presenting the faults of
others. The journalist should not be the one who sees not only himself but also his colleagues
in his profession doing work that is not allowed by the ethics and rules of the profession. As
the profession of journalism in a country is not for individuals but for the public, no one

should be silent when the code of ethics is violated.

The journalist is responsible for the illegal actions he commits in his profession. He should
not be the one who sees or hears about illegal activities in his profession. Sometimes the
government tries to punish journalists who do not follow the rules and regulations of the
profession and bring them to justice. However, for a journalist who commits an act that the
profession does not allow, before the government, the owners of the profession must create a
way for the offenders to receive education through their association and make them correct.

It can be seen. This type of journalist or media institution has a short life in his profession.

As a sign of good faith and goodwill, the journalists agree to be bound by the Codes of
Conduct. According to (Besley, 1998, p. 10), "all the virtues associated with ethical
journalism accuracy, honesty, truth, objectivity, fairness, balance, respect for the autonomy
of ordinary people are part of, and required by, journalism as located within the democratic

process."

When a good journalist conducts an interview, a good journalist must know when and in
what manner to ask. When people trust him, they share all their hidden and private secrets.
Therefore, it will be the duty of the journalist not to reveal people's secrets as information. A
good journalist has good morals and modesty and knows very well what information to take
out and what to leave out. A good journalist should develop the experience of the certainty of
issues or facts. His/her eyes should be open to all the so-called small things. He/she should
not be afraid to ask again and again until he/she is sure of something. A good journalist
working in print, radio, or television should have writing experience. He/she should develop

the experience of writing quickly and in a delicious language that attracts listeners or readers.
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Also, more or less, the basic idea of journalism is based on the principles we have mentioned
above. People who perform this task are called journalists. This profession then includes
editorial design and photography. Following the main principle of providing information to
society, a journalist works by focusing on individuals, organizations, institutions, government
offices, businesses, and the traditional values of society such as art, entertainment, and
denominations. Therefore, journalism takes the first place in disseminating information about

public issues.

Justice and democracy are based on public enlightenment, and it is the responsibility of the
journalist to assist the public in achieving these ends by pursuing the truth and offering a fair
and thorough account of events and topics (Society of Professional Journalists, 1996).

Journalism, like any other profession, follows different methods of presentation. Some
journalists have come out of the basic idea and ethics of journalism and some of them are
working according to the ethics. Therefore, all those engaged in the profession of journalism
are expected to provide correct information to their readers and listeners following the ethics

of journalism to have a place in society.

Sincere journalists work hard to provide the public with accurate information. While it is
acknowledged that journalists should be impartial and help promote the free exchange of
information in society, they also owe a duty to serve the public good (Forbs, 2005).

When freedom of the press was announced in Ethiopia in 1992, many newspapers and
magazines were flourished. Today, those newspapers and magazines do not exist. It is known
that many of the newspapers and books that have faced the possibility of disappearing in a
short period not only lack knowledge and developed experience but also because they did not
maintain the basic principles and ethics of the profession. It can be mentioned as evidence
that some newspapers and magazines that work by the principles of ethics with sufficient
knowledge and experience required by the profession continue to this day. What people want

from a journalist is a true report.

Professional codes of ethics frequently include a codification of the principles of ethical
journalism. The majority of codes view the moral journalist as a part of a community of
professionals (Black, 1997). What is called truth is relatively meaningful, but at least it is the

truth that they present outside of personal feelings. Some journalists can make mistakes.
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However, it may be found that the mistake was made in good faith rather than on purpose.
Apologizing and correcting mistakes in time and maintaining the ethical principles of the
profession, being trustworthy in all the reports it presents is the most valuable grace for
media institutions. This glorious grace is obtained through great effort and untiring, sustained
hard work, and is, on the other hand, easily attainable. It is only possible for the journalist
and the media institution to accept this respect and responsibility for their profession honestly

and carry it out.

"Credibility, a newspaper's most precious asset, is arduously acquired and easily

squandered. It can be maintained only if each of us accepts responsibility for it.”

(Los Angeles Times Ethics Guidelines: July 2005: 1)

2.6 List of Journalistic Ethics

Sources /Evidence

The biggest challenge of journalism in Ethiopia is the issue of the accuracy and credibility of
information. One of the prerequisites for a journalist to write is information verification. A
selected individual who has been accused of a crime should first speak about the matter or

have concrete and strong evidence.

According to (Schultz, 1994), the media exploit their position as the watchdog of society and

a reliable source of information to establish legitimacy or authority.

A journalist should not take only the information that an individual has said or written and
put it in the newspaper as true information without having sufficient reference for the
information and evidence. From this point of view, it is a discipline that should be
fundamentally corrected and taken care of in the daily work of our country's journalism
profession. The problem that is often mentioned in our country's journalism is not following
the principles of accuracy and authenticity and not fully respecting professional discipline.

Journalists who are experienced in the profession of journalism, follow the saying "If in
doubt live it out™ and refrain from presenting news that is doubtful and does not have enough
evidence. This shows us that they consider providing dishonest and inaccurate information to
the public as a violation of professional principles and ethics. Because journalism is a

profession where one has to fulfill great public responsibilities, to verify the truth of the
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news, at least two or three people should be asked in different places and confirmed with

reliable information and evidence.

As stated by (Belsey,1992) "All the virtues associated with ethical journalism
accuracy, honesty, truth, objectivity, fairness, balance, and respect for the autonomy
of ordinary people are part of, and required by, journalism as located within the

democratic process.”

The journalists agree to be bound by the Codes of Conduct as a sign of good faith, goodwill,
and an acceptance of the need to instill professionalism in their work. There is often a
recurring lack of ethics around some Media houses. Journalists often disclose such unverified
news without revealing the identity of the source based on our sources. The reader should
treat these reports with skepticism. Occasionally we may have sources that remain
anonymous for acceptable reasons. However, if we keep all the information that is reported

anonymously, our readers will not be able to accept our information as facts.

Journalism is a professional field that provides only the truth to the public based on the
principle of neutrality and the law, without prejudice to anyone and fears of anyone. A
journalist who does not have freedom of thought cannot write the truth freely. Another issue
that needs to be emphasized here is that the media should not be a platform where the owners
or the journalists can express their personal opinions, but it should be a place where different

ideas can be discussed.

A journalist's report is assumed to reflect his or her thoughts, feelings, and morals. According
to (Ronning, 2002), news organizations frequently provide versions of events that are shaped
and structured by the prevailing values and interests of the society in which they operate. The
media is guided by independent professions and ethics and is not allowed to play the role of
libertarian or judge. Media has a professional responsibility to present filtered information to
viewers, listeners, and readers guided by high professional ethics. Apart from that, it
facilitates the platform for individuals or groups with different opinions to express their
opinions freely. Just as the media has no role in supporting government change, it does not

work to hinder it. Instead, it diligently reports on how the change is taking place.

According to (MacDonald, 1998), "Journalism’s failure to be objective is because it cannot

free itself of value judgments, it does not mean that one should not be concerned about
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maintaining fairness in news making at all since efforts are made to represent relevant

viewpoints on important subjects, it is said that the issue of fairness has been considered.

The ethical professional responsibility of the media can only be judged by the judgment of
public conscience. The government should also fulfill its duty to ensure that the rights of
freedom of expression are set by the law. In addition to this, the government and all those
who claim to care about the profession must work hard and the media does not become a
messenger for anyone. The study (Kemal, 2013) asserted that professional journalists and a
competent information market are essential for advancing democratic and accountable

governance.
Basic principles of professional journalism
o Report only the truth.
o Check transparency
o Serving the people (working for the public interest)
Standards of professional Journalism parameters
* Truthiness
Truthiness is the greatest value of journalism than independence and timeliness

Truth was no longer seen as the exclusive domain of the wealthy. Instead, the pursuit of truth
came to be regarded as a fundamental human right (Retief, 2002).

o The journalist should be sure that all facts are the truth.
o Journalists should not rely only on clear and simple facts.
o Understanding the context is very important when reporting facts.

o It is also very important that the journalist identify the difference between fact,

information, and opinion.
* Freedom

The public is served by journalism, and media outlets advocate for freedom not for just

themselves but for all citizens (Kruger, 2004).
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o Being independent of the government, private owners, and any incentives or external

pressure is characteristic of professional journalism.
o And this increases the credibility of the journalist as well as the media house.
o Looking and checking carefully every source of information is very mandatory
o The journalist shouldn’t be allowed to carry any political and economic interests.

o The journalist should avoid gifts any advertisement relations and free or discount air

tickets because it creates a conflict of interest.
* Independence

Global ethics, also known as universal ethics, places a strong emphasis on fundamental
values like telling the truth, abstaining from bias, separating fact from opinion to serve the
public, etc. The "political-economy approach™ denies any idea of a free, independent, or

objective news medium, (Kruger, 2004).
o Impartiality does not fall into any ideology or attitude.
o Independence needs evidence, justice, and balance.
o And this leads the journalist to verify different related facts and attitudes equally.
o The journalist should analyze all facts based on evidence.

o The journalist shouldn’t allow himself to be influenced by his attitude; he must put it

on the other side.
e Stand

By speaking up for and guarding the public interest, the press's function as a watchdog
greatly facilitates the democratic process and fosters good governance. It follows the steps of
the representatives who were chosen by the electorate. In this regard, (Schultz J., 1998), The
Fourth Estate ideal holds that the news media's role is to act as a conduit for information,
ideas, and opinions to support society's good governance; to act as a check on the powerful
by reporting, analyzing, and criticizing their actions on behalf of the general public, which
lacks direct access to information or power. According to the ideal, the media serves as

democracy's handmaiden.
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o The credibility of journalists leads people and institutions to respect the profession

and its values.

o Journalists should keep secret confidential documents while they get into their job
process

o A journalist should express his or her identity when they are working on their job

unless it is unnecessary.

o Journalists should find means and use opportunities to disseminate the information

they gathered to the public.

o A journalist can use equipment to record hidden events to get information and
evidence that can't be obtained in regular conditions; this can be done for the public's

interest.

o The journalist should be given an equal chance to respond to any individual or

organization that is accused.

o Todisclose evidence to the public, the journalist should get information from the first
source unless it is forbidden by law. And the sources should be disclosed unless the

person refuses them.

o Journalists should remember that the information they disseminate is related to
human life. The journalist should understand

e Minimize Risk
o It is important to remember that the journalism profession may contain content that

may harm. So it should understand this early and take responsibility before damage
happens.

According to (McQuiail, 1997), the goal of media accountability should not be to control the
media but rather to ensure that it plays its proper part in democracies, prevent future harm
from being done by the media, and promote "positive benefits from media to society"
(1997:525). He claims that media self-regulation, reduced government involvement, and
encouragement of "overlapping and even conflicting forms of accountability" are the best
ways to do this (1997:526).
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The journalist shouldn’t use offensive, embarrassing, and defacing words and

pictures.

A journalist should always respect guests. The journalist should show mercy for
children and hand capes.

Participation

Journalism as a profession should enhance the spirit of cooperation and open itself up

to the general public.

This helps the journalist realize that the profession values freedom, truth,
independence, and credibility.

Accountability can be practiced through evaluation, monitoring, teaching, feedback, and

communication. Bertrand offers an internal ombudsman, an outside fact-checking group, and

a letters-to-the-editor section. All of them, he claims, will help media organizations foster an

accountability culture. (Bertrand, 1997).

o

The journalist should report news and programs that are true and important for

society.
The journalist should have good communication with the community.

Journalists must research the issues before their actual work and connect with

audience feedback after hearing the NEWS or the program.
Responsibility

Responsibility is crucial for the resection of journalism and to serve the public’s

interest.

Journalists must respond to complaints and constructive comments from their

audience.
Journalists should correct wrong, incomplete, or unbalanced facts immediately.

But journalists should be strong enough to refuse external pressure that forces them to

stop broadcasting the real NEWS.
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2.6.1. Responsibilities of Journalists

A journalist starting a new job should learn the house rules first. Most media organizations
have a core set of guidelines. These are usually guidelines for how to carry out journalistic
responsibilities and how journalists are expected to work. However, the following issues that

concern all journalists should do to start their journalism career should be paid attention to.
e preparation

A journalist can't just find important information without tirelessly going up and down to get
any tangible information. Any report needs adequate preparation in order to understand the

global and national situations well.
e Always watch carefully

A journalist should not think of working only by office hours. It is important to understand
that journalism is not a work that is limited by time. There are always new stories and
opportunities to come up, so it is necessary to work without setting working hours. For
example, in the middle of the night, if new information is called on our phone from a source
of rumors, we should always be ready for work without limiting ourselves to work hours to
follow the new story and present it to the public first from other news sources. A journalist
should never look at the watch setting if he wants to get the latest news. Because in order to
find a new story, a journalist should not be distracted by anything and pull back the news

story to make it out of the news.
e Follow current events

The main task of a journalist is to keep abreast of new events. Following events that are
newsworthy or following planned events or attending planned events is a part of the process
of gathering news and presenting news to the audience. Therefore, the work of a true
journalist should always plan events, keep ears open and keep eyes open to find information

that has major news content that has not been briefly seen or visited.
e Always ask

A journalist does not need to spend any time talking to people who have a lot of information
in the process of gathering information and evidence. Always go and investigate information
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where it is available, reveal facts to the public and be smart enough to quickly receive
information from government officials and other individuals who are trying to hide secrets.
This trick is when the journalist develops the habit of asking questions using every
opportunity today without saying tomorrow (Journalist job is to always question). Asking for
time should be an experience for every journalist. Any information and evidence can only be

obtained by asking.
Always ask these 6 golden questions properly.

| have six honest serving men (They taught me all I knew); their names are what,
Why, When, How, Where and Who.

The relationship between journalists and their sources of information

Journalists get information from their sources. Journalists cannot do their job properly
without sources of information. Therefore, we need to be very careful with our sources of
information. There should be critical issues that sources communicate in advance when
providing information to a reporter or a producer. These preliminary agreements should be
made before the reporter begins work and before the informant provides the information.

Apart from this, it should not be after the completion of the work.

The journalist can present the information he/she got from the source in four ways.
One is on the record,

The second is off the record,

The third one is on background,

And the last one is not for attribution.

The reason we do this is to ensure that we do not cause unnecessary damage to the sources of
information while providing the information. Therefore, we need to first talk about how we

will present the information that the sources have given us to the public.

"On The Record” means any information obtained from the source that can be mentioned in

a newspaper or broadcasted on television, radio, or on the Internet.

Here, the source of information will be determined according to the agreement reached with

the journalist about the general presentation of the information. Unless the informant tells the

28| Page



reporter that the report should be off the record, the information can be made available to the

public on behalf of the informant.

“Off the Record” is an approach that prevents the journalist from using the information given
by the source as information. The information provider discloses or tells the information to
the journalist without mentioning his/her name so that the journalist can use the information.

This helps the journalist to have a better understanding of the subject.

Many times, sources give information to journalists about corruption, good governance
problems, scandals of political leaders, election fraud, etc., with the belief that they are off
the record. When sources give this confidential information to the journalist, they trust that

the information will be made public on their behalf.

However, the journalist and the source should discuss how the information will be presented.
For example, when the Washington Post reporters presented the information to the American
public about the Watergate scandal, they used a code name to refer to the source of the

information.

When "off the record"” information is obtained, one of the strategies that the journalist can use
is to take the information to a second party and ask for confirmation of its truth. Therefore,
citing the second party as a source of information, he/she can deliver the report to the public.
Regarding the basicity of the source of information, in many countries, only the relationship
between the doctor and the patient, the priest, the believer, the person who is being
questioned by the law, and the lawyer is protected by law, so journalists are held responsible

if they refuse to say where they got the information when asked by the court.

Another approach to information is when the journalist is looking for supporting evidence as
a background about the issue. As much as possible, the journalist should know the
characteristics and interests of information sources who do not want to reveal their identity.
Anonymity is the right of the information source to be kept confidential, but some may use
this right of information source to provide the journalist with wrong information, so the
journalist should look carefully at the information he/she receives and investigate it
thoroughly. Instead, accept information from sources who want to reveal their identity as
much as possible. The journalist should first dig out the facts and verify them from another

side.
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In addition to this, supporting evidence (on the background) is a method of enabling the
journalist to use only the supporting information in newspapers, magazines, television, and
the Internet, even if there is little information from the source. It should be noted that if the
information provided is very complex and controversial, it is difficult to publish or broadcast

supporting information obtained from one party without verification by another party.
The last type of data presentation is called without reference to the source.

In this case, the journalist does not provide the information by mentioning the source of the
information by name. However, the work and responsibility of the source of information will

be mentioned only. For example:-

We can say a senior official of Air Security, a senior official of the Ministry of National
Defense, etc. This type of information presentation is often used by many government

officials to make information available to the public.

These four types of information sources are the most important work guidelines for a
journalist. The journalist must be faithful to the source and do what the source says. When
sources give their information to journalists, they believe that journalists are guided by
principles and travel with discipline, so journalists should also keep their word and submit to

principles.
Professional errors of journalism required by law

A journalist is not allowed to use his/her right to freedom of expression to do work that

harms the dignity and reputation of a person.

If he/she defames the honor and reputation of people and if the act is confirmed by law,
he/she may be punished as a journalist who has not kept his professional ethics.

In any country, there is a law that respects issues that affect the rights of individuals and
groups, such as defamation. If an individual or an organization says my name is defamed and
my reputation is becoming bad, can bring the journalist before the law and enforce it by

quoting the article.

Protecting the interests and needs of the public, along with working for the free flow of

information, exposing illegal activities and crimes, protecting public safety, and preventing
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the public from being misled, is a professional duty that should be observed and worked

diligently by the journalist.

"Defending the public's interest includes promoting the free flow of information
exposing crime or wrongdoing, protecting public health and safety, and preventing
the public from being misled.” (Association, 2002)

If a journalist creates his/her information and transmits news and reports, it is serious
journalistic misconduct. In addition to this, there are media houses known to exaggerate the
case of their relatives or friends in the media. Journalism is not a support for a typhoon, but a

platform to disseminate real information to the public.

"...staff members may not write about people to whom they are related by blood or
marriage or with whom they have close personal relationships, or edit material about

such people or make news judgments about them.” (Times, 2009)
Being a qualified journalist in terms of knowledge and ethics

A journalist can carry out his/her professional responsibility effectively only when he/she has
enough knowledge and skills to convey current information to the public. Being a journalist
is not enough just to have the desire and ambition. To deliver the information needed to the
public and to solve the problems of democracy and good governance, as well as the problems
of corruption, journalists should have sufficient knowledge and skills to carry out meaningful

work, and they should have the determination to fulfill these basic issues as a journalist.

The current media approach has been changing from the previous era. The new technology-
driven phenomenon called Convergence is exerting positive and negative pressure directly or
indirectly on each of our lives. In this way, the journalist should not only rely on one skill but
he/she should do his work so that he/she can know and help in advance about everything that

the time and situation require.

"Integration-technology, if we can explain it briefly, means integrating things and
ideas that were separated. Above all, media integration technology focuses on the
blurring of boundaries between the media and telecommunications industries,
which are fundamentally divided by technological advances. Due to the integration

of technology, it is clear that the gap between the skills of media professionals and
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the field of work they perform is narrowing. This integration that we find in the
media sector is a change that is more based on technological discoveries, and it can
be seen that innovations in the field of information technology are the main forces
behind this process.” (Shiferaw, 2019)

Journalists should pay due attention to education, research, and study works. They should be
diligent in generating new information and ideas to do work that are beneficial to the country
and the people. In this 21st century, it will not be possible for a journalist who does not have
comprehensive knowledge to continue his/her profession. It is important for the journalist to
have broad knowledge and developed reading skills. It is not possible to become a journalist
with a previous journalism category. It is important for professionals working in this
changing media environment to have different skills. This is the need for the journalist to
report on different topics (politics, sports, science, business, etc.) Another thing is that the
journalist should be able to independently perform the tasks at all stages of news preparation
(gathering information, writing news, editing audio and video) independently. Many say that
although this system allows media institutions to be profitable, it makes the journalists’ work
too difficult, (Jhone Shiferaw, 2019).

Journalism means creating a convenient platform for citizens whose voices are suppressed to

be heard and their problems brought to the public. (Lule, 2008) Says,

"The thesis has found out that through all the odds the independent press has
contributed much to the democratization process in the nation, mainly as a great
way to voice the interests of the voiceless grassroots and pluralistic views in the
society. But in some ways, it did the reverse as it promoted intolerance, mob
mentality and abused the freedom of expression which is the major element of the
system and synonymous with democracy while it should have provided a basis for
building sustainable pluralistic democratic structures by stimulating and

encouraging critical awareness and public discussion.”

32|Page



2.6.2 Fairness

K/

X/
L X4

X/
°

A journalist should believe that all human beings are equal. The children of men are
equal without considering their color, gender, ethnicity, wealth, power, physical and
mental condition, Religion, and political opinions.

A journalist should work diligently to respect the human rights of the mentally ill, the

disabled, children, and women.

A journalist should strive to respect the human and democratic rights of citizens by

creating a democratic citizen for the benefit of the country.

Every journalist should respect and uphold the equality of nationalities, women, and
religions and should be free from narrow nationalistic bigotry and actions. The
programs we offer should meet the various needs of the majority and minority

sections of society in a balanced way.
A journalist should believe in tolerance and reason.

A journalist is expected to love his/her country and be zealous for the development

and prosperity of the country.

The journalist should respect his/her profession and work with love and hard work.

He/she should not practice his/her profession for unfair advantage.

2.6.3. Credibility

Credibility is fundamental to the journalism profession. Authenticity is a tool for maintaining

credibility. To protect the accuracy of their reports, journalists should check the information

they collect for news or programs. They should check the neutrality and honesty of their

voices to gain trust in their reports. It helps society to decide on their daily lives and other

social and national issues based on the information they get from the media, so journalists

should focus on clearing their information in advance.

"People must be well informed to make decisions regarding their lives, and their
local and national communities. It is the role of journalists to provide this

information in an accurate, comprehensive timely and understandable manner,”

(SPJ, 2007).
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According to the professional principle of journalism, the first duty is to be able to present
real information correctly. These are Status quo accuracy, opinion accuracy, and Validity of
criticism. A conjecture should not be construed as fact. It is an issue that many international
press institutions emphasize in their codes of conduct that thoughts and opinions should be

separated from news and programs.

“Journalists should clearly distinguish between comment and fact, and conjecture
should not be expressed as a statement of fact. Opinion should be distinguishable from

news stories” (Council, 2007).

Journalism is the main foundation and the first step of the profession, which is seen in
practice when it is possible to gather facts, stabilize them over and over again, and then

present accurate information to the public that can be properly trusted.

When journalists check and verify the information they have collected, it is required to be
done in a transparent manner and without including their judgments, inclinations, etc. The
most important grace or value expected of a journalist is respect for the public. This is
achieved and can continue to be manifested in practice from their determination to serve the

people with sincerity and honesty as much as possible.

"The most valuable asset of a (journalist) is public respect, which must be earned and
can be maintained only by adherence to the highest possible standards of public

service and integrity." (Council, 2007).

Instead of using a single source of information to verify information, journalists can use
multiple sources of information to confirm the accuracy and truth of the matter better by

presenting the opinions of many sources.
It is this function that makes journalism different from other types of communication.

For example, it differs from propaganda or entertainment programs by presenting a factual
and accurate report. Also, the moral duty of verifying the collected information was imposed
on the journalist because it was wanted to enable citizens to get the information they receive

through the media institutions properly.

During news or program reporting, sentimentality and meaninglessness should be avoided

and people's right to private life should be protected. In other words, the media's
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responsibility is not to tell the public what to think but to show them what to think about. In

the journalism profession, the so-called doctrines are methods that put pressure on the

audience.

Therefore, so that the media does not engage in an unwanted manner, Journalists should

follow the correct ethical approach in their profession.

“The basic premise of agenda setting is that media do not tell us what to think, but
rather what to think about. Agenda setting theory examines how news media reports
on particular issues and thereby influences or shapes public awareness and debate.”
(McCombs, 1993)

2.6.4 Conflicts Of Interest

R/
L X4

X/
°

X/
°e

Journalists should not hand over the financial information that they obtain as a basis
of their profession, whether it is for themselves or for other relatives and friends to

use the information.

A Journalist should never receive a bonus, allowance payment; free holiday tickets;
or any kind of gift from any political organization; Business Company, or Individual,

that could undermine the credibility of his/her profession.

The risk of the situation may make the journalist fearful, which may damage the
investigation or prompt them to practice self-censorship to avoid upsetting a power
figure or an affiliated party that they believe would cause trouble. However,
journalists may readily engage in "brown envelope™ reporting as an excuse for
receiving a low salary (Skjerdal, 2009). Journalists should refrain from attacking and

threatening others.

A journalist should not accept any kind of homework other than the editorial staff

leader of the media institution where he/she works.

A journalist should not try to use his/her profession to gain benefits for him/her and

the individuals he/she serves by influencing others.
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CHAPTER THREE

3. METHODOLOGY

This part discusses the methodology and procedures of the study, including the methods, data
source, sampling technique, and data analysis. The researcher analyzed some selected
programs and conducted in-depth interviews with managers, editors, and media professionals
to learn about the real practice of professional journalism in Ethiopia, in the case of the
‘Netsa Hasab’ program on Walta TV.

3.1 Research Design

This study deals with the real practice of Walta TV’s ‘Netsa Hasab’ program in exercising
professional journalism. In this study descriptive research design was exclusively applied.
The reason the qualitative approach is deemed relevant is that the information gathered using
it is essential for conducting a thorough analysis of the problem at hand to meet the research's
purpose and provide accurate answers to the research questions. This is so because, in
accordance with (Wimmer & Dominick, 2011), the primary method of qualitative analysis is
the examination of words and observations that represent real-world experiences. It is
thought that this approach to data collection provided the opportunity to obtain
comprehensive information by carefully examining the interview transcripts, allowing for the
development of the framework within which conclusions are drawn. Generally speaking,
content analysis and in-depth interviews were the main sources of data for this study.

3.2 Qualitative Research Method

A research is conducted under clear methodological principals and involves collection and
analyses of qualitative data, such as social behavior, attitudes, knowledge and practice of a
group of respondents about certain issues. Its main objective is to describe the variation in a
phenomenon, situation or attitude. Qualitative research in a constructing, deconstructing,
process, sensitive to the subjectivity of the person interviewed and of the researcher and

which is culturally, socially and historically determined
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3.3 Data Gathering Tools

The qualitative method includes different tools of data gathering, among which are
participant observation, interviewing, document analysis, and ethnographic study
(Jankowski, 1991). These tools have a key role in gathering reliable data and are applied to
the research. In the participant observation method, the researcher attempted to observe the
overall appearance of the program room and how producers and editors perform their
activities freely and independently on Walta TV. This helps the researcher observe how

favorable preconditions are arranged for the journalists.

In-depth interviews about the data collection method were conducted with some editors,
reporters, and media experts to get full information about the actual practice of professional
reporting on Walta TV. This approach also enables the researcher to identify the practice of
professional journalism at Walta Media and the challenges encountered in the program to
practice professional journalism. Data from some sample broadcast programs was also
analyzed qualitatively to understand whether the station is practicing professional journalism

based on the literature discussed.
3.4 Data Sources

Primary and secondary data sources that enable the researcher to extract rich and
comprehensive information that can answer the basic questions of the research were applied
in this paper. Those sources were very important to help the researcher dig out and extract

the desired output based on the questions and objectives of the study.
3.4.1 In-Depth Interview

Primary sources of data are believed to be a very vital instrument to answering research
questions. Thus, an in-depth individual interview was selected among the others to gather
rich and reliable information for the study. Based on this, the editor-in-chief and presenter of
‘Netsa Hasab’, senior producers, editors and media experts were interviewed to learn about

the real practice of professional journalism in Ethiopia, particularly at Walta Media.

An individual in-depth interview can be taken as the best method to explore if the issue is
considered by the individual too sensitive to talk about in the presence of others. The in-

depth interview was accompanied by semi-structured and open-ended questions. In this
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approach, some pre-structured questions help the researcher raise additional questions by
stimulating the respondent to give clues about the analyzed data. Semi-structured, open-
ended questions allow the respondent to forward comprehensive information about the
subject studied in detail. (Jankowski, 1991), elaborated the merits of the interview as
primary sources to raise multiple questions to enable the respondent to give detailed

information.

An interview has a number of advantages. One is that it can cover a variety of views on a
given subject. This could be done either by interviewing different informants in order to get
diversified opinions or by preparing interview questions that cover a wide area of subjects.
Interviews can also be useful as ‘“heuristic devices," leading to new perspectives and

generating questions for later inquiries.

Journalists were interviewed in depth. Throughout the process, the researcher made notes and
taped the interviews so that the information could be documented. Given the timeframe for
completing this research, it was assumed that a satisfying analysis of the five-year programs
would be conducted. It would be sufficient to meet the research objectives and collect the
required degree of knowledge and opinions on the subject. In keeping with this, the study
discovered that no significant events occurred over this time period that necessitated the topic
of the hard talk being changed. However, certain interviews had to be rescheduled, and some

days had to be missed.
3.4.2 Content Analysis

Some selected sample programs were analyzed to confirm the interviewees’ responses to the
programs based on the raised questions. Hence, the selected eight ‘Netsa Hasab’ programs
were analyzed qualitatively. The editorial policy of Walta Media was also revised to examine
whether the institution is performing its duty accordingly or not in practicing professional

journalism.
3.5. Sampling Technique

The researcher used purposive sampling to extract rich and comprehensive information that
could answer the basic questions of the research.According to (Abiy Zegeye, 2009),

“qualitative research methods are typically used when focusing on a limited number of
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informants, whom you select strategically so that their in-depth information can give optimal
insight into an issue about which little is known. This is called purposive sampling.
Accordingly, one editor-in-chief and presenter of ‘Netsa Hasab’, one editor-in-chief of
Walta TV, one producer, two senior and junior program editors, an expert and two senior
producers, were interviewed to collect their views on the ‘Netsa Hasab’ program's practice

of proferssional journalism.
3.6 Analyzing the Data.

The purpose of this research paper is to examine the practice of professional journalism in
Ethiopia based on the ‘Netsa Hasab’ program of Walta Media. Based on qualitative research
methodology, the researcher analyzed the primary and secondary data gathered. Accordingly,
the views of respondents and the content of sample documents from the program were
carefully analyzed regarding the actual practice of professional journalism on Walta TV. The
interview was made in Amharic and translated to English, and the sample programs were
analyzed thematically. Eight shows were deliberately chosen to reflect various concerns.
There are two programs selected for every subject. Political, social, economic, and

administrative are the four issues.

In analyzing the data, some respondents were coded based on their job division by taking the
first leters of two consecutive words of the title as:

SR1----- Senior Reporter 1, SR2----- Senior reporter 2, SP ----- Senior producer, E--Editor,
CE--Chief Editor, and PP--Program Producer.

3.7 Ethical considerations

In the research process, data collection, interpretation, analysis, and in presenting the final
report, ethical issues were given priority. Regarding the anonymity of sources, some sources

of data were coded, and others were not based on their requests.
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CHAPTER FOUR

4. DATA PRESENTATION AND INTERPRETATION

Chapter 4 contains presentations and interpretations of the information received from the
respondents and the documents examined for the study. A content analysis and scholar
observations regarding principles of journalism are presented separately to analyze the state
of professional journalism at Walta. The results of the data collection are presented along
with a qualitative content analysis, an explanation, and an interpretation. Typically, key

points raised in the literature review are included in the discussion of the research findings.
4.1 Sample programs analyzed

The researcher critically reviewed 12 weeks (parts) of programs focused on eight different
issues. The programs are chosen based on professional journalism parameters. The sample
Netsa Hasab shows were selected to determine whether Walta Television was engaging in
professional journalism or not. The study is based on the shows' methods for researching the
various topics they covered, their choice of sources, and other standards set forth by
journalism principles. The programs were chosen on purpose to provide a variety of

viewpoints on the coverage.

The researcher analyzed those programs based on professional journalism parameters like
truthfulness, accuracy, balance, fairness, the significance and depth of the program, using
appropriate sources, raising research-based and right follow-up questions, and respecting
public values and guests. Here, the titles and guests who participated in the talk show are
coded by using the capital letters of the first consecutive words of the title and the capital

letters of first names and second names of the guests on the “Netsa Hasab” program.
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Categories of the program and table of codes of title and names of guests

No | 1° part Program Title Codes of the | Codes of the
Broadcastin program Guests
g Date

1 |6Jan 2019 Dialogue with two Higher Officials of National | NM CT &BM
Movement of Amhara, Christian Tadele and Belete
Mola

2 | 2Sep 2020 Dialogue with One Ethiopia democratic Party | OE SD
Chairman, Ato Sisay Degu

3 |100ct2019 | Discussion with Endalkachew Sime, Secretary | EC ES
General of the Ethiopian Chamber of Commerce and
Sectorial Associations (ECCSA)

4 | 9Dec?2020 | Discussion with Yeshimebet Negash, General | El YN
Manager of Ethiopian Industrial Inputs Development
Enterprise (EIIDE)

5 | 2Aug2023 | Discussion with Geremew Garje NL GG
Chief Executive Officer of National Lottery
Administration

6 | 16Jan 2021 | Dialogue with Commissioner Fiseha Garedew, Deputy | PS FG
Manager of Addis Ababa City Peace and Security
Administration bureau

7 28 Jul 2021 | Discussion with Frehiwot Tamru, CEO of Ethio | ET FT
Telecom

8 | 17 May 2023 | Dialogue with Assistant Professor Tsegaye Tuke Kia, | MH TT
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https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi-4tbMrMqBAxXcVPEDHQxuCIEQFnoECA0QAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FEthioNaMA%2F&usg=AOvVaw0uUxiu_tQOiYe-_bFxbtq4&opi=89978449
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi-4tbMrMqBAxXcVPEDHQxuCIEQFnoECA0QAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FEthioNaMA%2F&usg=AOvVaw0uUxiu_tQOiYe-_bFxbtq4&opi=89978449
http://www.eiide.com.et/web/guest/about-us/-/asset_publisher/yetp/content/ethiopian-industrial-inputs-development-enterprise?_com_liferay_asset_publisher_web_portlet_AssetPublisherPortlet_INSTANCE_yetp_assetEntryId=43099&_com_liferay_asset_publisher_web_portlet_AssetPublisherPortlet_INSTANCE_yetp_redirect=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.eiide.com.et%2Fweb%2Fguest%2Fabout-us%3Fp_p_id%3Dcom_liferay_asset_publisher_web_portlet_AssetPublisherPortlet_INSTANCE_yetp%26p_p_lifecycle%3D0%26p_p_state%3Dnormal%26p_p_mode%3Dview%26_com_liferay_asset_publisher_web_portlet_AssetPublisherPortlet_INSTANCE_yetp_cur%3D0%26p_r_p_resetCur%3Dfalse%26_com_liferay_asset_publisher_web_portlet_AssetPublisherPortlet_INSTANCE_yetp_assetEntryId%3D43099
http://www.eiide.com.et/web/guest/about-us/-/asset_publisher/yetp/content/ethiopian-industrial-inputs-development-enterprise?_com_liferay_asset_publisher_web_portlet_AssetPublisherPortlet_INSTANCE_yetp_assetEntryId=43099&_com_liferay_asset_publisher_web_portlet_AssetPublisherPortlet_INSTANCE_yetp_redirect=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.eiide.com.et%2Fweb%2Fguest%2Fabout-us%3Fp_p_id%3Dcom_liferay_asset_publisher_web_portlet_AssetPublisherPortlet_INSTANCE_yetp%26p_p_lifecycle%3D0%26p_p_state%3Dnormal%26p_p_mode%3Dview%26_com_liferay_asset_publisher_web_portlet_AssetPublisherPortlet_INSTANCE_yetp_cur%3D0%26p_r_p_resetCur%3Dfalse%26_com_liferay_asset_publisher_web_portlet_AssetPublisherPortlet_INSTANCE_yetp_assetEntryId%3D43099

Mayor of Hawasa City

Amhara Democratic Party AD
Amhara Prosperity Party AP
Tigray People’s Liberation front TP

4.1.1. Journalism parameters

Public media is the forerunner of justice and the foundation of democracy. Professional
journalism strives to ensure public interest that is true, accurate, fair, balanced, objective, and
independent. A professional media acts with integrity. In this sub topic, significance and
depth of the program for the public is the main criteria for evaluation. So the researcher
evaluated some of the selected “Netsa Hasab” Programs of Walta TV based on professional

journalism parameters as follows.
Over view, Significance and Depth of the Program:

Dialogue with NM party officials, Mr. BM, vice chairman of the organization, and Mr.

CT, officer of public relations

"We are chauvinists, and we never feel ashamed of it!!” executive Committee of the NM.

The title posted on YouTube.

The show has two parts; hence the issue is the same then the content they discussed is
similar. In both parts of the talk show, the presenter discussed the political activities of the
NM party and concerns affecting the Amhara people with Mr. BM, vice chairman of the
organization, and Mr. CT, officer of public relations. Democracies and ethnicity-related
issues have also received a lot of attention. Thus, the program is crucial for the process of

democratization. One of the media roles is this one.
Dialogue with OE Chairman, Mr. SD

The presenter discusses the main purpose of the OE with its chairman, Mr. SD. The aim of
the party and the inclusiveness of different ethnic groups in Ethiopia are issues that have
received a lot of attention. Therefore, the program is crucial for the process of
democratization and disclosing corruption. That means the program played a pivotal role in

accomplishing the role of media by providing information to the public.
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Discussion with Mr. ES, Secretary General of the EC

The team of the program is Economic. About 1.4 million business entities are registered in
Ethiopia, as was highlighted in the program. As we can understand from the talk show, the
EC, welcome membership from 511 thousand organizations. Thus, at least this population, as
well as relevant groups, the government, and other stakeholders, are reached by the program.
The topic discussed in the “Netsa Hasab” show is, therefore, considerably more significant.
As a result, the program is unique in that it concentrates on the trade sector and private
company enterprises. The majority of the “Netsa Hasab” show's earlier broadcasted was
generally centered on political topics, particularly the actions of governmental organizations
and political parties. So, it indicates a strong beginning for this kind of program. It helps in
resolving issues in the private sector. The program concentrates on the association's system,
services, and trends in corruption, membership, scholarships, bazaar allocation, and other
topics. Therefore, the program was roughly completed in terms of including the necessary
issues in the sector. The duration of the program is 1 hour and 13 minutes, and it aired for

two consecutive weeks.
Discussion with YN, General Manager of the El

The program focuses on EIl. The EI was founded to support the development of the nation's
manufacturing sector and to stabilize the market. It is anticipated that it will accomplish this
by offering skilled personnel and technology infrastructure, establishing reliable supply and
marketing chains, creating high-quality industrial inputs, and facilitating access to a
particular subset of industrial commodities. The discussion on this enterprise is therefore
pertinent, essential, and relevant to furthering the nation's growth and development. The main
topics of discussion were enterprise underperformance, corruption, nepotism, and
embezzlement. Even though the program's components fit the pattern of the “Netsa Hasab”
program, the questions mostly focused on past management activities. Because YN, the
honorable guest, has only been the general manager of EIl for about six months, the

presentation should be centered on her service time.
Discussion with Mr. GG, Chief Executive Officer of NL Administration

This discussion was held with the Director of the NL Administration, Mr. GG. The main

focus of the discussion is on the annual plan and performance of the NL Administration,

43| Page



illegal betting service providers, the actions taken to prevent them, and related issues. Airing
the discussion to the public is important. Because it enables the public to know that the

money paid to the lottery is invested in the targeted objective.

Dialogue with Commissioner FG, Deputy Manager of the Addis Ababa City PS

Administration Bureau ""Peace starts at home and with family,” he said

The issue was about the peace and security of the capital city of Ethiopia and very important
for the society. Mostly the subject is neglected from media. But the producer lacks
preparation that he could research and organize documents and facts before recording. For
example, In the introductory part, the journalist raised the first question to know the amount,
“Which one is the most...? He seems to be looking for an answer supported by data, but it is a
question based on his own feelings. He didn’t present the question seriously. Thus, it gave
the person an opportunity to answer in a non-responsible manner. It is believed that the
question that he asked at around 1 minute and 50 seconds is the most important question that
society wants to know about the measures taken by the institution against "policemen who
have violated the law." However, the journalist informs us that the inquiry has no
information on this matter. This allowed the guest to easily cover up and return. The question
he raised at 6 minutes and 13 seconds has a sequence problem. Around 2 minutes and 40
seconds of the program, the journalist raised the question that makes the guest comfortable to
simply say yes and give his opinion, and it seems that the answer is offered to the
interviewee. In this program, the journalist also used informal words, such as “@78APE aoh.g
fcAe,” which literally means “the criminals slaughter the car,” while it is possible to arrest
the criminals. It is impossible to claim that everyone understands these words. In general, the

journalist was presented with questions that were easy for the guest to answer.

The producer asked a question that lasted from 8 minutes and 55 seconds to 9 minutes and 40
seconds, using a lot of unnecessary words. As a result, the guest answered the journalist's
question at 9:46 by saying, "This is already what | told you earlier." At about 14 minutes and
35 seconds, the journalist claims to have accurate information first and again asks the guest
to confirm the accuracy of the information he had. And again, around 19 minutes the
journalist didn’t seem sure when he talked about the respondent's job responsibilities when

he closed the program. In connection with this, Commissioner FG, who was written as the
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head of the Addis Ababa PS Deputy Office, was referred to as the PS Administration

management. He used an extension called management.
Discussion with FT, CEO of ET

The discussion was about the general activities of ET with its CEO, FT. Having a discussion
with the organization that has a lot of customers was very important in the process of
building democracy and delivering information to the public. Having a discussion with the
general director of ET played a pivotal role in achieving media goals by disclosing the
information to the audience. Thus, we can say that the program is crucial for the process of

democratization and serving the public and organizations as a whole.
Dialogue with Assistant Professor TT, MH City

The issues raised in both parts of programs are important, especially about good governance.
Even if it focuses on Hawasa City (the capital of Sidama Regional State), most of the
subjects can be taken as lessons for all city administrators and all mayors in the country. But
to direct some issues on professional aspects of journalism, the researcher indicated these
points from the program. The journalist should refrain from posing multiple questions at once
or requiring distinct responses to the first three questions he asked in his introduction. The
respondent only provided an answer to one question as a result. The two questions posed in
the general introduction are left unanswered at the end of Part one. In the middle of part two
the guest replied that, "l don't want to answer this question,” caused the producer to spend
approximately five minutes and forty seconds. He was interested in learning more about the
misbehavior and wanted to ask a question that would force the offender to restate the
corrections he had made numerous times. The primary point he brought up in the

introduction, around fourteen minutes, had nothing to do with the question he posed here.
4.1.2. Production quality

The program doesn't have a clear identity. Most background colors are gloomy, such as
black, grey, and blue-black. The show was filmed in a number of locations over several
weeks. The program was primarily recorded in a studio, with rare outdoor footage. There are
occasions when the tables and seats for the host and guests differ. Unlike many talk shows,

this one does not have a screen behind the discussion or a Video Wall with graphics related
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to the topic. Sometimes the producer is wearing a suit with a tie, while other times he is only
wearing a shirt. In terms of production quality, it is generally impossible to say that the

"Netsa Hasab" program is engaging and appealing to the viewer.
4.1.3. Research
Sources, research-based questions, and follow-up questions

One cannot state with certainty that the producer conducted the necessary research to speak
with the party leaders of the NM. Instead of being formulated by the journalist, the majority
of the questions were sparked by the respondents' responses. His own queries weren't that
compelling either. This demonstrates that the respondents were successful in portraying their
party’s ideology to the public in the manner they desired. In addition, the journalist's
questions to the interviewees lacked a thorough understanding of the NM party's program
and policies. The few inquiries he did formulate were primarily social media buzzwords.
However, the journalist was unable to go into greater detail about the inquiries. For instance,
he questioned at 7:17, "Can it be said that there is no sense of victimhood or predator in all
ethnic groups?" Overall, it seems like the respondents made the most of the chance to

effectively communicate their party's viewpoints to the general public.
Lack of concrete evidence;

Case 1: The journalist makes the claim repeatedly that since the AD (how known as the AP)
shares the same ethnic foundation as the NM, there is no distinction between the two parties'
democratic systems. When party executives clarified to the journalist that their membership
is based on ethnicity, although their ideology, program, and viewpoint are different, the
producer simply rejected without proper justification.

Case 2: When public relations officer Mr. CT explained that being an Amhara is a
psychological and ancestral virtue, the journalist asked why this was not clearly stated in
their policy. But Mr. CT replied that it is clearly stated in their policy, and the producer was

not aware of it.
Questions that focus on Labeling;

In some places, the questions asked by the journalist were mere labeling rather than

questions.
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Case 1: From 25 minutes and 20 seconds to 26 minutes and 4 seconds of the first part of the
program, the question raised by the producer was as follows: "You say there is indeed a
change now in your several press briefings. We also heard you say many times that TP party
has now lost its capacity to cause instability. While you believe the current scenario is so,
you are still busy attacking the AD and TP. So far, the disruption you are causing is to pit
Amhara people against each other and incite feelings of suspicion and conflict, not to
implement tangible policy that benefits Amhara people. It is better to stop this misleading
approach.” In response to these statements, the respondents put forth a counterargument that
the NM was established only six months ago and told the journalist not to make a premature
judgment. Yet the journalist insisted that six months were enough for them to cause
disruptions to policies. So who is the journalist after all to decide how many months are

enough to do so?

Case 2: From 35:30 to 36:24, the question raised by the journalist is also as follows: "When
you came as a new party, instead of building on past legacy and narratives, | thought you
would come up with something viable for the people of Amhara to meet their quest for basic
needs and livelihood. Dwelling on past mistakes can create nothing but deep resentment that
eventually leads the public astray. This has been witnessed in several countries. So, it is
better for you to focus on healing wounds rather than aggravating the problem. But what you
are doing appears to be otherwise, evoking different sentiments and emotions in the youth,
which is not constructive for the country. This needs to be recognized, and you had better

stop such disruption.” In essence, this is more of a suggestion than a question.

For example, at 27:25, the journalist said the following: "Those who know about the NM are
people who have read its document. You see the world through the narrow lens of being an
Amhara; you cannot deny this." In addition, the journalist also said, "I saw several of your
books. I also saw your recently launched magazine, Berera. The magazine actually a hint at
what it is up to, starting from its very editorial.” Here, the respondents clarified that the
magazine called Berara was not owned by the NM and corrected the journalist accordingly.

This shows that the questions were not well researched.
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Questions Based on Rumors:

Among the problems observed in this discussion were questions were asked without verified
sources. The producer asked that “it is said,” but sources were not mentioned. For example,
from 36:10 to 36:44, the journalist asked the following verbatim: "Your symbol is an eagle.
The eagle is known for its predatory behavior. Among all things in the sky, it is known for
ruling others. Critics say your logo symbolizes supremacy, dominance, superiority, majesty,
and so on." Although not the same in this part as in part one, the journalist also showed
disrespect and unnecessary interruption of guests in part two. In summary, the journalist did
not properly frame research-based questions to interview the respondents and present the NM
party to the public. The respondents used the discussion to present their party's views to the

public as they wished.
Lack of concrete evidence

Case 1 At 3:15, the program presenter asks questions based on his way of thinking rather
than based on facts and figures. The journalist asked the interviewees about the purpose of
their party. A journalist said that “promoting the aim of your party doesn’t be the purpose of
the party.” He was judging the party based on his understanding rather than scientific

reasoning.

Case 2 at 28:44 Journalists were considering themselves politicians rather than journalists,
and they tried to define the political concept based on their understanding. He doesn’t quote
any scientific definition of how to establish a political party. Then we can say that the

journalist didn't provide concrete evidence and that his question was not based on research.
Questions based on unnecessary Follow-up

Case 1 At 5:00, the producer was asking unnecessary follow-up questions. In this case, the
chairman of the organization was giving more explanation about the goal of their party, and
the journalist interrupted the interviewee, which was unnecessary. He was leading the
interviewee to miss the point. The same is true at 10:24, 29:32, 31:02, and 33:00. The

program presenter interrupted the guests before concluding his idea redundantly.
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In terms of asking questions to the point

Case 1 At 5:43, the program presenter was asking complex questions and jumping from one
question to another before gating the answers to the first question. A journalist said his
thought can make a conversation more complex and confuse the audience.

Case 2 From 5:04 to 6:38 and at 31:06, the producer was asked more than three questions at
a time. Asking more than one question at a time exposes the respondent to complexity, and it

may be challenging to give an appropriate answer to that question.
Discussion with Mr. ES, Secretary General of the EC

The program producer and host drew information from some sources. He interviewed certain
association members and employees before recording the show in the studio, as he said in the
middle of the conversation. However, a different source was not used to double-check the
sources. When the guest refuted the journalist's allegations, the producer was unable to
present supporting evidence. However, many times, the complaints the producer raised were
not verified. The guest properly challenged him. This shows that the producer only relied on
the sources he spoke with who supported his viewpoint. As the guest was explaining the
topic at the beginning of the conversation, the presenter was looking at or reading from his
notebook, showing a lack of focus during the dialogue. After his initial query, he gave Mr.
ES more than 6 minutes. Occasionally, it was apparent that the producer was attempting to
elicit information from the guest. It indicates that the producer didn't do his homework well.
There is a reputation for follow-up questions on TV talk show programs, particularly those
that deal with difficult subjects. The journalist in this instance, however, ignores some
arguments and asks improper follow-up questions. On the other side, there were also
difficulties in understanding certain concerns. Several questions are posed simultaneously by

the producer, including ambiguous questions and the personal opinions of the journalist.
Discussion with Mr. GG, Chief Executive Officer of NL Administration

The other problem with this discussion was raising questions without knowing the authority

and responsibilities of the NL Administration.

Example 3: Questions that should be presented to the police were inappropriately presented

to the NL Administration. For example, the journalist repeatedly asked that police officers

49| Page



catch illegal betting service providers, and they released them by receiving corrupted money.

The director replied that it was not their responsibility.
Evaluating whether the questions are research-based or not

Most of the questions that are prepared by the journalist are not research-based questions.
Therefore, the journalist preferred to argue based on his ideas instead of conducting an

evidence-based argument.

Example 1: When the director responded about the annual plan and performance of the
institution, he said that they planned to collect 370 million birr, and they collected 507
million birr. Therefore, he described that they have collected 13% of their plan. However,
the journalist argued that the people who buy their lottery tickets are smaller in number. And
they also said that if they were preventing illegal activities, they would gain more profit than
this instead of trying to present concrete evidence. In addition to this, he didn’t mention how
much they will be profitable if they can prevent illegal betting service providers as much as
possible.

Example 2: Questions arose from the journalist’s side, like “Why is the exact date of
promotion of lotteries or betting games for social responsibilities not officially announced?”’
The director replies that the exact date of promotional and other lotteries is officially known.
He also said that the employees of the organization are always witnesses to the awarding
ceremonies of the lottery. But at this point, the journalist didn’t raise any follow-up

questions. This shows that the journalist’s questions are not research-based.
Discussion with FT, CEO of ET

In Case 1 from Clip B (6:30), he was asking questions based on gossip rather than facts and
figures, not based on clear sources. In this case, the journalist asked the following question:
“Some bodies have said that your organization's employees are corrupt, and they have
contact with corrupt people who participate in criminal activities.” One of the core values of
journalism is accuracy, or fact-checking. In the above question of the journalist, he used the
general concept word “somebody” and also did not present any document, photo or video

evidence, which is unprofessional.
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Sources, research-based questions, and follow-up questions

Case 1 from Clip: A (5:19) interviewer was asked a question that related to customer
satisfaction rather than company profitability. It implies that the interviewer was asked the
right follow-up question. In Clip A (10:56), the program presenter tried to create
transparency and accountability for the problems related to internet connections that happen
in different organizations. Thus, questions are the right and public concern. Thus, we can say
that the journalist was asked the right follow up question at the right time. Additionally, from
clip B (4:58), the interview was asking a follow-up question that relates to the process of
taking rewards from ET and expressing the challenges that winners may face. So he
addressed the mass public concern.

Unnecessary follow-ups: From Clip A (9:09) to Clip C (5:38) He was interrupting the
interviewee, which was unnecessary. From clip C (5:38), he was not given the appropriate

chance for the guest to address the question properly
Discussion with Mr. GG, Chief Executive Officer of NL Administration

Questions that are not based on research and knowledge are repeatedly raised in this

interview.

Example 1: When the Director of the NL Administration answered about the advantages of
sport betting, he said that sport betting pays 15% commission from its revenue and paid 368
million birr commission to the NL Administration last year. In addition, it has paid 0.1% (13
million birr) of its revenue for social affairs, and it has created employment opportunities for
1680 people. But the journalist tried to argue that sports’ betting is encouraging shortcuts or
illegal economic development. The director described that sports betting was approved by
proclamation in 1999 (proclamation number 535/99) and recognized by the government. But
the journalist tried to explain the disadvantages of the betting sport and blame the director
instead of closing the argument. This shows a lack of understanding of the authority and

responsibility of the NL Administration.

Example 2: The journalist repeatedly raised the argument that a sport betting is a cause for
social crises. The director replied that they did research, prepared directives, and reduced the

problem. But the journalist argued that by saying the problem is not solved without
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mentioning any evidence, when the director asked the journalist to explain his reason, he
answered that it was his own research. But the journalist didn’t describe how he conducted

the research.

Example 3: The journalist told the director that there was no winner in the bingo lottery. The
director replied that many people were awarded that type of lottery. But the journalist didn’t
raise any follow-up questions. This shows that the journalist asked the question without any

research or evidence.

Follow-up questions: Most of the follow-up questions raised by the journalist are not related

to the responsibilities of the interviewee.
Analysis based on Research

The source serves as both the basis for articles and the place from which reporters can learn
more specifics about a more in-depth investigation. The Netsa Hasab program mentioned the
organization's official documents as a source. According to academics, as discussed in the
literature section, a true report is the product of a reporter's own initiative, and it is important
to distinguish between stories that are learned as a result of genuine investigation and those
that are learned as a result of someone else's work and research. The fact that it is not a
worthy development that journalists independently discovered means that the program fails
to meet journalism standards for reporting quality. The program needs a lot of time to
organize the story's sources and conduct in-depth research. But in contrast to the norms of
journalism, practically the entire program is created by one journalist in a short period of
time, according to the document that was examined and the opinions of several editors at
Walta Television. In truth, the program attempted to downplay the issue of the office's poor
performance in containing irregularities and taking action. However, it is clear from the

program's actual performance that it lacks thorough study, data gathering, and organization.
4.1.4. Guest respect

Dialogue with NM party officials, Mr. BM, vice chairman of the organization, and Mr.

CT, officer of public relations

Among the problems observed in this discussion, the journalist frequently interrupted his

guests while they were responding. This was not appropriate. In this discussion, the journalist
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was asking questions insistently and aggressively, yet the respondents were answering the

questions politely and respectfully.
Dialogue with OE Chairman, Mr. SD

Case 1 At 13:36, a journalist was asked a question related to religion without respecting the
gusts. For example, a journalist asked the interviewee, “Your background experience implies
that you are a religious man, and how will you lead the party fairly?" In this case, the
journalist judged the guests based on their religion rather than their political understanding.
Therefore, the audience considers that the journalist does not respect public values and

guests.

Case 2 at 7:59 He was not using soft words; he was using words like “you have coped’ and
“you were establishing a party for personal gain or commercial purpose.” In this case, he
did not present any evidence and defamed the interviewee by disrespecting Manners. Also at
23:03 and 3:42, he used the word “you and your party are empty,” which is not ethical.
Additionally, at 24:47 and 36:25, he used the words “you haven’t planned and also used the

word there is a difference between working and preaching.”
Discussion with Mr. ES, Secretary General of the EC

The journalist shouts and is combative with the guest at various points during the
conversation. Without any supporting evidence, he disparages the name of the guest. He
interrupts inappropriately, and the producer occasionally makes inappropriate gestures as

well.
Discussion with YN, General Manager of the El

Without citing any sources, the presenter used the phrase "it is said” in the majority of
explanations. This enables the journalist to raise his own opinion without providing
supporting data. The honorable guest in this instance is a woman named YN, general
manager of El. The media should influence women to come to power. However, the
journalist questioned her at the conclusion of the first segment, "You yourself came to power
by a network. Consequently, you lack leadership experience in a large organization like this.
The chain is connected to the board, and there is no choice that forces you to be assigned

here.” Some arose. This question is extremely dangerous because the presenter did not fully
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discuss the guest's educational background and professional experience. But he branded her
as unfit to serve as the Enterprise's general leader. Concrete proof is required for this kind of
accusation. However, he made an effort to get away with just stating "a few roses." The
journalist figured that rumors would be sufficient evidence to cast doubt on someone's
assignment's suitability. This violates standards for professional journalism. So disrespect for

women is displayed in the program.
Discussion with Mr. GG, Chief Executive Officer of NL Administration

The journalist presented a dress that fit the guest. But sometimes the feeling of anger was

noticeable on his face when he was asking questions.
Discussion with FT, CEO of ET

From clip C (14:05), totally He was asking an unnecessary question, which is totally private.
In the science of professional journalism, there is media law, which helps to protect the rights
of journalists, public figures, and politicians. In this case, the journalist asked the
interviewee, “As we know, you haven’t married and you have no experience leading families,
so how do you lead a huge company like ET?". From the above question, we can draw the
conclusion that what the journalist said was that without the experience of leading the family;
no one has the capacity to lead the company. Generally, at this point, the journalist made a
big mistake by violating the right to privacy and disrespecting the guests.

4.2. IN-DEPTH INTERVIEW

The researcher interviewed professionals to find out whether journalism is being practiced
properly in Ethiopia, specifically on Walta TV. The interview questions were prepared based
on the criteria to be answered. Practicing professional journalism in Ethiopia, Practicing
professional journalism on Walta TV, to what extent is the Netsa Hasab program researched
on Walta TV? Major Challenges to Practice Professional Journalism in the Netsa Hasab
Program, Guest Respect in the Netsa Hasab of WALTA TV, and Professional Journalism
versus Walta Media’s Editorial Policy are designed.

4.2.1 Practicing Professional Journalism in Ethiopia

A variety of respondents were questioned by the researcher about the applicability of

professional journalism in Ethiopia in light of the aforementioned circumstances.
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According to the majority of interviewees, professional journalism is not easily realized in

Ethiopia.

Name of the interviewees | Title of the Interviewees | Codes given Walta Others
Mikias Adugna Senior Producer e SP1 v

Simeneh Bayfers Program Producer/ % PP v

Chief Editor

Salsawit Baynesagn Chief Editor o CE v

Ashenafi Ararsa Editor > E v
Akalu Petros senior producer (Editor) - SP2 v

Asanti Hasen Senior Reporter 1 v SR1 v

Aregawi Solomon Senior reporter 2 + SR2 v

Table: code of interviwees

One of the senior producers in Walta, coded SP1, replied that the practice of professional

journalism in Ethiopia is

“0A¢<F At Goedt @0t QINCIOF OCTE DHAOFT PTLHANOT o CNLalt HEE TC
K184l TI0T RFAN:: ATF PHME TIHGRYET mO$? AT AIHY 1ICT TPE @Ot PeLa Y-
PILPI@-IO:: WIRARIC AFaPAFIC Lo19° €77 TLHGRYT APmNE PULAG Ak ATINT AHDAU-: It
was translated as follows: It can be seen that a problem has arisen in the community from the
reports of the war that we have been in for the past two years. If you say how many
journalists maintain balance, these things will be questioned. | would like to say that even if
you look at it as an institution; some are working to maintain that balance. Discussing the
impact of violating ethical journalism in the country, the Chief Editor, coded CE, replied as

follows:
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“U1ek ANTOT Z0ENP AT TTUNEGP Crisis AS T19.00 tmfe 10+ N8 ANNAYD- = 719,00 havlart

2C 10 UIRAL AONOPAA &40 AS7E TICT AHUI® AHLI® LOTPAN: LU PMII°INC 182
SHMT1? hAaeaI paaea) eavhAT A= literary means, | believe that the country's political and
social problems are the result of the media. Some things are noticed here and there, until the
media seems to be the same as the government. | think a lack of understanding about
journalism is at the root of many ethical concerns. She also added that. “H JHmM%F
(FPUCTE fANd. £NChFA: hAAgR (hard: NFL9° (1Favd WgP39° (Fae@ avgc AdhFah £40
JHmG aoP? FFAAY:: APt PO7RaHINE av-@ 10T hTe: AD+ DHMG AGPOA P7LN,G. a0 18T QA9
Practice PoL.LLCaNT N PAD-I° == hG Av7 PNACHTTE 1097 1090 P90k U16E O-OT LA 11T
PoImH (AL AU PPNt T18.00-9° AL LK @FL. LH AteBt aPdPM)Ek: - d° D~ O3 DLILAD-
RTLOLA TIC &P =7

Many journalists don't complete their schooling. As long as you can talk, you can work as a
journalist regardless of your background—from business to anything else. Being a journalist
IS not a measurable occupation here. No practice area exists. Nowadays, everyone is
perceived as biased due to ethnicity, religion, and other national factors—especially when the
government media is occasionally forced to broadcast them. The idea above is further
strengthened by another Walta senior producer, SP2, who says, “A% U1C 0A®- ¢Z7°Ath Fodrk
NGHE KOV 10+ PAD-: 4,C10 AR ACAMT ALAU-I® TCATT AT AT 30 % - 39% 1@< AL PUPY
A< (F3PCAN £ PPLAND D A1 FPCAAY OLI° hp7E & avlB AN hovhst 9°G9°7 het
Al % AZ°SAU-:” which implies that objectivity is little to none because of the tense political
situation in the country. I'm not even sure about the fairness issue. If | were to give a rating, |
would go with 30-39%. There are also limitations in gathering the proper information to
make it balanced. Based on the real practice of professional journalism in Ethiopia, the
interviewee, SP1, replied as follows:

“RILVT TICT -t NE% APFPAY- NaPwlt A 0L P 0T AmPAL ATL TWNLANG° 2havrfTt7
Pav Y FC Ad: U-ATE L99° T PHMTT T9IC 10+ PHMET A 7rHCA.0 271.PCTHF AT+ v-AH:
OOt OLI° Al &é TSPTFT AT ALY

SFAN: NATHY htoo: PORF OQT A1%7 aPRAE F (0PD-(L AR AAPTANT AL% PEH 1P
(aoP7 AH AL (1NP° POF LIPSHe: HY PPN - BT D (A TIGD 29L4mPOF -3 AA: At
&0 V7T VAN het harmy? A0A e Aad:” which he desired to respond to as follows: These |

shall split into two categories. In Ethiopian society at large, document retention is essentially
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a problem, and journalists’ problems are a second issue. Maybe two, three, or four peer-
reviewed papers have been published by the subject of the interview with the journalists. You
would be overwhelmed by ripping off a volume without checking to see if it got better if you
picked up just one book of this published research. As a result, the guest has the opportunity
to face the journalist directly. Where did you obtain the concept? One could ask. | have
experienced something similar to this once. The researcher also asked Walta TV Reporter,
coded SR1, about the significance of preparing documents that regulate the professional
ethics of journalism. And she replied, “f@- A%14.v code of conduct e°7AF@- NN AOLAL
o Fo-: °n7eE9° Code of conduct e9°7AF@- hrbbarmd? 180 HA? AP8706 LRCTHTA: APAN
WXL OTALe NhC NhLAMT PTLTFAF VIC T Ab £9° hH DA% NG T AU-I° L9°
balance 1 11C apact AA-NT: RILHY ARt 1CT (LHIE. P4 10 hAdu-" It is translated as a
code of conduct and is very important. Because a code of conduct prevents us from acting
beyond the limits set for us, For example, Ethiopia is one of the countries where different
nationalities live together. I am also from one of those nations. | have to do something
balanced for all of them. If an institution has its own rules, that journalist can't go outside of
those rules and will not go his or her own way. | say it is good that such things are prepared.
In response, another editor, E of Ethiopian News Agency, said, “A7878: H, 9287 N91.4.010
AN LATTTTT ORI PT htei: 0a0LE PPUEFTT FATE LLCTTA:: o287 (FFIL avhhe PAgemT:
IHMET £F FIMGF: PHMEO @M LA TIC (LA TT0TTPPST ParAdnt U2 PT hee: AGT° (HY 10
Pavl 8 Al TEE O-AT L10NYA::NAHLY JHBMT D v-09° AT mPE o7 AANE: P7LmQPD-79°
7IC 07N b TI0P AANF:: PANAHS NFmPe®- ATt L1PaPPA:: PPFMLPDT TEE NAN(
AFOb@I° 07NN AFhi: DA PIPTTID- Al G FOIC LarMGH AGI° PL:avT N7 4.9 ADT T1R:L
ANNT:: DBRMGD UAI° ATL S aPPY: hAAY® IC avaH AANE: PHRaTrt TU7 a®P? AAN:
O2PHM7E avavld AF (€ ALLAI % AFPGAU-::” This means, in literal translation, that there
are occasions when necessary information is not readily available. The data sources we use
test us. Inadequate information provision: failing to train a journalist. The veracity of the
report is called into question when a journalist engages in unusual behavior, leading to
instances such as shame. A journalist needs to be up-to-date at all times and have global
access. Reporting ought to be a passion. | don't think getting a journalism degree alone is
sufficient. He also explained ethical journalism by comparing Ethiopia with the international
media. “eTALe FAAP Y1CTT
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NIONL: aSPFFOT Ko haher it eoLCANT 18TF AAFO-::1IC U7 (AT Y1C KIHY hetiTt
NN&@D- K780 LATPAA:: NI 90 (AA YICT A7aPANT ATLLAT MIATE PTLHAN(OF -3 10+ PAD- ::
APAN ALY (LA (A7 h7..9180PF AI8LAT P71C aPlPFF®T sP9°C  ALNMATA
A7\ A2 The editor’s reply implies that several developed nations are free to criticise
their leaders, regardless of the situation. But in our country, it can be observed that these gaps
exist widely. When we observe other nations, we frequently find that their reporting is
unrestricted. For example, the BBC, CNN... even we see the media slandering their leaders as

they wish.

4.2.2 Practicing professional journalism in Walta TV

With reference to the kind of the genre “Netsa Hasab," program Chief Editor, CE responded
as well, saying, “19 van hard talk program A9Vt oL 1POT Ade: OFFA a°m? (LLHO-
Tathng A78.LL°0F i BPST Ate: A& O%F TCEAL® AL 30 L9 40 +ECM PrL.MANT
Aomaq, qan full picture +24-0.0F OC LLCAA N PTIGANNT AIMNTLLT LT AAPII® TLHSP
AAUTIP® 00 NUHE 07U P&IPT A £A TINCE APTT ATPPVF aPPRCIANROAS BH $CO APT7
aRG1CE iarrelevant e TERPTT aomeP 10a @7 K714 PUIPT NG AP9.0TT T18:40% PNl D)
DOC A9.9M ATIRLA AS FO-@P° QU7 ARIOP 9130 TIACT hv: 12450+ Document PAND-
10 A Je BTAN TCZHA A7 AN 10+ SPLND-:7

“Netsa Hasab” is not from a hard-talking program. There are occasions when 30 minutes and
40 minutes are cut from a one-hour programm, so we don't think that the full picture will
reach the audience. Therefore, there are complaints from the people that it is not balanced.
However, even though there are such special things, there is also a problem of not
understanding what the basis of hard talk is. To confuse people, to ask irrelevant questions, to
make the guest gain respect, and to make the other guest lose his or her respect, some
problems can be seen, whether they are deliberate or not. She also added that: 0¢-EAA
WP FPm- QP OPT EB AD- PTLOLNT ALY PCH 10 PINLD= (PLEL®- develop ALCRA=
TOSEIT AGCEA=OHY LH AH @M OLETP TATIRDNFhx +%aoT ATFF PoAm: AP
PTICANVFDT NG AP9.LTTH £LLT PPRICEP NHAST ATt APT AmPE LTLIVFO PPE NALC
0grt: N9I0PI° L7 AATI@P avFavs OATTIIIC AT L £AT° TCU> (TPA AT 10+

A78H 1@+ 094 define e+247 11C AAMA ANEIS 10C: PTI° 17 V16 AL i farhed-ngP av -t
ATS 10
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heCA 1LH @80 L9° A7LA%.0 formatu 9°7 aoP? AT8ANTE AONIPT &40 a8 A8RANT halt +PPE
N7 ATALNTF 10 APC AL AD-A 3AND- ADP PP AATPMI® PTLAD- AA TIC 10+ A7,
LOCAA A% N& LAA= NL7 AAGPPHIET: ATLSE 71210t TPT TICTT -t TIPLAE LAIOIIP
TOCE APTT AP TAz ATLHY ALY 80T AT S0t PAN:

It was a program like you see on many television stations, where people sit down and discuss
issues. The program has constantly changed and has gained popularity. During this time,
many ups and downs have been dealt with. It exposed the institutions and made people get
the respect they didn't deserve because of the lack of preparation. It was difficult because
there were no guidelines for the program. However, it is one of the debate platforms in the
country. A committee was recently established to decide on the extent of its format. It's
another matter entirely whether the desired change has materialized when it airs. Questioning
individuals without any evidence and asking all the tiny things that should not be provided
for the media are flaws observed in the program. In response, another senior producer, SP2 in
Walta, said,

“pce Fh @O @90 NGt @ OO 19 Y PAT° AD-TH 10+ CAD-: 19 U] AL 17 A1 ALPY
STAN BN AP &TAA:: PTLI@- YA ORI 91PCND wd- (14w Fhhd 10+ e TLe°INT7
71C P7.COF -

TEAa> LIORMTTE aPCUPTF PIPIAF DT 0994 10+ 1% AATPIIP:: ATPAA, (OHBMTT aPCY AD<rH U<
AL TICIP::

AOE e P9I TICOT PPR2ET L0 APAN, N1PICY AHY AR 0T 0AD- e7Ath Fhart AHPIP
AHUP® wPTF 18RANE PF NI LAGPANE W L 17 71100 7% wo- (O wa- +0LL
ALPT PP1 1IC MPOAD- 10+ TG4 PPRILE (PTF ST 0F AL X 71000+ A% 120 NAT
Favue, hCIPE @we WILTINT 10 AH 10+ hDTF vt PUIRTILD: = A AGPTET PTIAN APTIAGP
AADPI° AU-T WAD- U< hPTE25 11C PoL1COF 7% 17 Hhhd ALLAIP:: avCIPFT +hrtde havdg-t
A7C &t AA:: QAACEE NAD- 11C AF9C LO2RMTTIHY aPCY Hhitde 099004 hA N8 AAONYP:" His
reply implies that:

| think they all have their own distinct features. Hard talk is all about trying to get the truth
out of the interview, while the “Netsa Hasab” program format entertains opinions. The
"Netsa Hasab” program does not necessarily stick to the conservative way of finding out the
truth. It has more room for logic and personal perspective. I don’t think so. For instance,

according to journalistic principles, not all the truth should be told. That is because the bitter
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truth may create chaos. For example, in Ethiopia, people are being killed here and there
because of political motives. So, while discussing, you don’t directly mention who is being
killed and by whom. If you do so, you are by default calling out others to retaliate. But
regarding being loyal to journalistic ethics and principles, a lot has been missing. No one has
been doing it respecting those important journalistic fundamentals. The senior producer, SP2,
has also told the researcher that he was the first journalist to start the Netsa Hasab program
as: “12 74N eEarChet A 1z 09010 PAS hovpAdh (14T AP P ACFAU-: 19 Yo e+Bavl -
hHe 6 Aovt N4t 1< s (1A AR 3900t G0 b0 aPAT, Al SHNT: N9PERLATC A%V avg-

Bav/:: h\OrF AGPIC A N9°04- AT 19 I0CH = A, Féd- AL PPCIL VD-AT 340G Allary Bo18 0 AL,
2104 PO-(OF AL, DAY

AOPRE INC: NAHY 19 79 PT AATI@- OT904 ARUT Pao& v, ANA 10+ 19 Y40 A7LEarCh- 10
TCARPTT WCFAU-=hU-T U7 APTLDG APl I TPA:: A28 ARTE T8, 19 Y2 ALUT OCE
O 10 AFPAN, A7 TEAGI 14,2 PT AATIO- TINHTIC TIADPS TTHTGT 1@ AAHLY AT 19 791
AL TINHIIC PTLA@T YA 1@< PPHID- (A A POOT 104 AT AATIO: AT Ate 19 P17
AT1DICS hG P& tdu@< L9° AP 1@+ PG Al ANLITL At -+ OPA 10 1R 7P TCOIT

PPlO@- == this translated as I started the “Netsa Hasab” program before Simeneh/PP joined
Walta. The "Netsa Hasab” program was started six years ago, I was the one who started it
and then handed it over to Mr. Tamirat Duta, and then | took it back again until Simeneh/PP
took over. Truly speaking, | was free the whole time. | have done programs on instabilities in
Shashemene and Jigjiga, staging discussions with the youth. The very purpose of the “Netsa
Hasab” program is to be a solution, not to create problems. I did 10 episodes. But now, there
is a contradiction between the name and the program. If you sit one-on-one for a tense
discussion, that is hard talk, not the “Netsa Hasab” program. The very inception of the
program was to bring about solutions for the existing problems at the time through genuine
and frank discussions. When the then CEO, Teka Bekele, brought up the idea, it was to
educate people through dialogue.

Similarly, Chief Editor CE, another Walta journalist, also responded, saying,

“WPRO NAD- BAP DL AA PtMavar : QRHDE. NICT NF ATEGLTh Lt ULLLANt -
T PCO ATLL0L8 DA A0« (AL AHIE. A PTLeOLNVFD TEALIT: (A ILHD- +AFST
P0% A AT Ak AT80 DTEAL 0SS 09 (YHA heemOP (PAF +avihFf
haemNd NFPu-¢-r P7LPCO-T ANART h§ £A 0F- PAFD- LI TCT Bi-oet AP 2FAN =hILP1LHLO-
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AS (A0 ANAQL AdD a0 &40 27l.n0d A1978 0P QAde: © AT R2LTL.am0+o- professional
U§ AT8LNC WL WTNT 10 (1% ANQAU-= PUPT TIC hAd. TR AdheemeP eU1.LLCA NANGTTFDY
check aah91gsa eo1Lcant v OAaA=" It was converted as follows: programming that
features the producer, who speaks far more than the person who must explain, has covered up
many errors, turning them into something other than the guests. Because of this, the
academics' bodies may consist of higher-ranking generals and ministers based on public
expectations or the program's popularity. It is expected of the local administration to address
certain issues. If something goes wrong, there is a situation that leads to asking the institution

to check their authority.
In response to the request, a different editor named E gave contrasting opinions, saying,

“Ar HO7 W, alBPTFy CH 10 P990ME-M:: OPHLE AGWPY:: W rETAR? 038 QAN AS
L AT GFO- 1% 10+ PIIOND-::7

He usually talks with information, and he has never been biased. When you see the
intentions, | think the program is balanced and appropriate. Similarly, a senior reporter
named SR1, another journalist, also responded, saying, “19 VA0 TEL® WHA PavM 70E7
a0t ACT PERIVET PALPT oo meP (14 10+ PTLALD< av<ie (190 ADE 10+ N8 AAAIP:TT
balanced A9 clear 1= PPRPE L0t A W7 PTIAMLITFD- PPPATFD- PEEPT (L1 ALAUE PHOAT
AOFI° AT

The "Netsa Hasab" program is based on requests from the public to ask the heads of
institutions. | don't say that it is completely true, but it is balanced and clear. The questions
themselves—I see questions being asked that | would not ask—also have some truth to them.
Another senior reporter, SR2, also strengthened the idea as follows: “19 va h&+5 eav0t
VAGPTT 071.0G9C OAUT aPAQ TITTT PTLEATTT AL AN AT9.LTT 71080 TCALI® 10+ 1P
ANOAD-: A28 ATS: PTCLI® GECTTFE AIHG R9°G0@- ALY AL Pavylnvt [P01AL AN +CO Al
aatParmOt Z7HA7 OF OO LA (PP AL T8 % WIRH (LPCI: 1AL IFO7 A FO M- 1@ 1%
APGAV~ =NTLHSPIT ATIC AR TICTT 1A D914 W79C 10

Since the “Netsa Hasab” program speaks to high government officials, I think it is a program
that helps those who want to get answers from the highest authority. We don't see a single
program format as news, but a government or superior body is presented and only answers

about the position it is in, so | believe that when they are presented like that, they are
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fulfilling their responsibilities.But Chief Editor, CE doesn’t agree with this idea “19 vAN7
K107 W78 (ANTI° TEARPT AL TACT av700PF 0« 1AL 10+ TR U 11CT W39
(L&A purposely avHHI® aPAh AA = TE160P AP (AT L(HO DrFAAL OA Voo mP+ P17 T D+
editorial A7&+ &% TCAL® $20? LNAA: &% avOh ANINZOTI® e REPYA: TELa>T PHOE O
ANAS  oPFE  hen LA defend 7LfLcaNt o defend  PLCIOA=IPII®  aPAN
ALTINTIP=TEOLa>7 070.080C 11CI° ARLAIP: 2% +BCMNFA de ha 10+ = NANHG®- Editorial
morning PO-Am? FeIC (WIRHY ALYt vsd @10t h7FAAT: 70 th &AM AAThURTIF T AT9Co®
A18718 PTLLCH TFOACT LTt NAMPAL NATLI® NAAIC a0718 DR PI°GPM- QUL E QULIIG
PNhCS 0770k AovanhF TOC ©7004803 Az NN ARTC P7LLe8ME ML PANT hulC @-OTo°
huic o-gng® garmie:” We spoke about “Netsa Hasab," but other programs show that it is
widespread. Another way to deliberately comply with the program's requests for a body and
objects of criticism exists. As | already mentioned, how was the editorial broadcast on
Thursday morning if it was televised on Wednesday after the show ended? It's called when
some editorial members shout that this wasn't the right thing to say. The department in place
and the body that produced the program will both defend it in the same manner. There has
been no response to it. The guest also claims that my comment has been trimmed and

misconstrued by the

media. In this case, we can observe the internal issue for the majority of the editorial
morning. Political interests are present, and occasionally, the issues with the nation's
political, ethnic, and religious perspectives that we observe outside are generally mirrored in
it in one way or another. Feedback from both domestic and international sources is abundant.
Chief Editor, CE, continues her idea on the impact of the program in terms of conflict of

interest.

“PAFTIPPAF T°CT AP0 E PTUFA A2eT UHA AL@hA U1 @+ ATRE P994.CENTFo-
TCATT FHOLLAV-

0L AL ANTLAT APD-0 L7L8CTHE I PPPT AILTE AL ARPT ARYT AL 91,0104 TTUNLANT
P entr: LOLHE 1CT ZAthSTT TIFo0 ATFANT: APAN, PANT Adve-CF $CO@- +IPhut+TF
AT NAL PAT° P99 PHRLTOFIAPT $CO®- NATICT THHY ATSTINLL @AT @-Am<? 019 UA
TEAGI® CFANL. TCAI® 10 HP° Ahe £ de (LFLE A% &Y% a0 18,0 AL PHANL. 10+ ?

LONANE T AP AUNN PFAAL 10 A7F1RVE RU 1AL FOPN PULLRCT 1@+ WY
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P00 ROVFD LHET PAN ALLA: (AL NADm: 0t NH TICT het 1NG=R PP FPPAY
IJHMT QAP 7h::

AAD NPPI° aPRAAI® PITD- ToC 10+ 019 VAN TC19 AHPE. 184 128 a°nG eHAamOt
AN, Al

Ak La9° “conflict of interest journalism” @QAT +tAP APFT AA@<: A7 A0 AANT STAA:
PILANICOF PILAIOOF a0 1L 1T NAL-D+ ACT aPPT AAH: ZAENGTT AT AOPLF 977 hANLAT
10<? 9°7 AATTT 10 2oL AATPD-?

Fpav- Aa2NP AT, AATPNLI: Fhrkde 22 HG ACTE 1ALN0L AANTIO-NF LCAA: LU NNH (AP T
AL TILPA NIPINTFDG ATP-PD- PCA TFD- NI°INTFD- APT POA T  PLLANTE LH 104 ATHUY
MET Adto-PAy-:”

Someone is present and denounces those who do not speak for a group of individuals capable
of inciting hate speech. Many politicians who oppress and condemn society and emphasize
division over unification come to mind; eventually, this causes an unwelcome catastrophe.
For instance, the party leaders of the NMA (National Movement of Amahara) came and said
that “there is no one above us,” and a leader from another party said to refrain from
purchasing and warned to not buy from Amhara in the “Netsa Hasab” program. Is it possible
to entertain this kind of hate speech by the state media? We find ourselves wondering if we
should simply sit and watch. Is it publicly broadcast? It influences our thoughts in this way

and places the responsibility on the media.

Consequently, these kinds of times are not easy. Many things were open, especially on the
day following the reform. You know better because you work as a journalist as well.

Fraud is a serious additional issue. The producer of "Netsa Hasab" was formally given a car
by a merchant. There is a significant issue with conflicts of interest in the media as well. One
can receive rewards. However, the way he is appointed ought to be reflected in his work. Is it
because he pleased the politicians? For what is he rewarded? The establishment of the media
did not attempt to conceal it. Following it, news was created by the media and released to the
public. Many people at the time, particularly those with education and connections to the

profession, faced harsh criticism. These are things | observed.
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4.2.3 To what extent Netsa Hasab program is researched in Walta TV?

Respondents were sent the following points of view regarding areas of focus for using
appropriate evidences. SR2, a senior reporter in the Walta newsroom, responded, saying,
“haol8 A79C APAA 194 sU-T NHY &t OHLLT PAPMEET PLI° LavahtA: hoINLE A79C
nhtarAn T AP APAR 1° PTLEPCOD- TIC 17 T6rOF> U1 11C AONU-T AAPU-I° =ATL. T 40
vs Ao OFHANCE aoZ8@<7 LANANA: ATPAN NTTUNLP TLE.CPT AT &TAA N6U-& A HE.U-°
N7L.04 1CT v0LtAt 070 F @ TP TT BH ALT00CP ALAU- TINCET 17 hdhu-T ORU~T W74,

NAVA e PTLnePOTF 048 AdtaPARTIgP: ATPAA A7L AANANT /770 ENT hHY 04+ 11T o-

denay (LLLCT AL “INCE W2LHY NAPA N £77 A& A7L evidence AP+ (LLhgPAht? ALE
AA@-PIP:: NHY 4 A8 AL NATAA Nde 297.049°70F TI0LE PAD-9P::

In terms of information, for example, written articles and previous interviews are considered.
From the point of view of the evidence, | have not yet seen anything concrete, such as when
he challenges the guests. It may be through social media, written and spoken, that | see
society reflecting on the questions he raises. But | haven't seen a video of him challenging
evidence. For example, when an official or politician denies what he was told before, | have
never seen him bring that video or evidence and show us. Regarding using concrete evidence,

Senior Reporter SR1 replied as follows:

“A797L 1.0 evidence based P PU78me POt AoMIII° Ad:NAHY av<h lev<i evidence based
10-9° TN AATAIC PA evidence 1@+ TLac@- TINFI® AATAIC:” There are also cases where it is
not evidence-based. Therefore, | cannot say that it is completely evidence-based, but also |

can’t say it works without evidence.

In response, Chief Editor, CE said, “09C&4¢« HIET 110 :AN0AT &H aPPL-Al Al HASE (AT
A@- 10+ LTVHIE D AD-PD+ LTLNIDT AD+ BH avP-f ACH (1A ATEPP AANTLACANT LH L=
AHDE. N0 GAFE Po0Yd PPEPTT 409 U7 NANT ATTO A10T Aoed 1@+ (LA +POLTE ALTY
etad: AAHY 70 LaFsA= APT (@-am- complex PPt TPE (LFEFD- & AT A LarM@- 10+
NA@- AadLavw- editorial AL AAaPiat AS OH H4P OPCH Ch APT hre.La-16 different van
A9.0mFg° AROH: 1 social 71900« Phdtk TEEPT (APT APTILND- e+4F D7) hCOT PANTFO-
APAA, T2 ATFANT OHPTT haPdd: ObA DTLINAS OLHST €LVLOT ALTEY TNt @
ATFANTENHUIP 000 ORHE ARA HTH@- ATPAN A U9 Ak OQT AN 00 AP P50« TI0LE
AN ANA AT &TT TCA ITT P7L0A AA ALLA ? Al AT19V 9°7 TeAT KI8PL: FLULDTT
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A9187 10 ? AT 19 ATIO-NE ARTE SPPRST ALAIA STFAAN = FCTIP PAD-9P: DANNAT PHAA
AAAPT 990 1@< DHOFT ALIFO 0910064 PEEPT 10t PA AdPOA OF 0910 TEEPTT
FPAUz TINEE NTF@- TINE 10 = FPELO LA UNLAN TEE U AIHY TERPT aomedp
ANGFD-: AFPAN, PN che-P dotd ANTSLC DC 2010 116 Ad=

Owing to a lack of planning, the show is managed by a single individual and is produced
mainly on hearsay rather than hard data. Up until the point where the producer introduces the
subject he wants to interview and then starts a fight. If the producer wishes to bring up
questions sooner, either on his own or with others, the management may decide to reject the
guest right away. As a result, it is a little challenging. He doesn't even ask those around him
to adopt opposing viewpoints. Before inviting his guests, he should ask his coworkers some
questions. This will allow them to bring up subjects that are difficult for them, and he may
use their suggestions as fuel for the studio conversation. For instance, the producer poses
absurd queries that are widely shared on social media (people have even been known to toss
them out of their mouths). We can recall Ms. Frehiwot, who is the CEO of Ethio-Telecom.
Even worse, Mrs. Azeb was there and inquired about her numerous buildings in Addis
Ababa, among other things. He inquired, "So what is needed to save Ms. Frehiwot?" without
providing any supporting information or citing references. It could lead to arguments in favor
of freeing Azeb. It is illogical. It implies that it is merely hearsay. There have been awkward
queries raised by reporters. There will be inquiries made merely for informational purposes.
It implies they lack supporting data. Conversely, it is appropriate to pose these sociological
questions. As an illustration, consider what we have witnessed with the National Lottery
Administration. Another journalist on Walta TV whose title is Senior Producer, named SP1,
strengthens the above response as follows: “0M9® he-t+ Adz Pt UvANTT NePPH Ah 10+ OF

+mPE PITELD: (14 N+A: (-0 +RI° 099.04-D+ 12 UANT NoPANE AT PT P9 00M- T PP T
Ah Az 0P Im® F TINE 10 0% TINF Lo9° TIHGP YT Part jm-

PO avlB 2hav Tty NePANAN Fo1 PPYY aplB7 @F tavpnF noI&lh AYAC NP AP
hett 090 102 A v ARLATC: PaPBav M- 4rtC ALCD L7INPIPTAY LOMG @+ Lhav Pl
10 LY A% AL 9°7 ARTF ALE (L1 OANP° ALPUAT STAN N9LA PF7 PAPC A% APLT F
P984 OTRA (16 102U LA SHRI° TAC ALY7T LOHRMED: Lhov Pt 10+ 8 10 PPPONLD-::
TEALIPT TLHGR 0124 ATAC 0o LOBMED €A% TINE 10+ K78, AhAMS NIPGI°7 11C N FOOL
ATRHY ALTH W&o (HERI° 8LF ANG POHMT D hevtt 10 N8 PIPONLD-::”
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There is quite a gap. We are going to be responsible with a few ideas. On my part, if we look
at the "Netsa Hasab" program that works in my institution, there are those responsible who
are vulnerable to violence. It's just a volume grab. This means that it is out of balance. There
is a huge gap in terms of collecting and documenting information to deliver reliable
information to the audience. This is not complete for me. The journalist's weakness is the
first thing | would want to discuss with you. It's a hurried task simply to fill that slot since, in
my opinion; the journalist is the one who is lacking here, not the institution, regardless of the
issue that arises. The journalist's lack of interest is the program’s balancing factor, but if you
take training in anything, you can find opportunities like this at the institutional level;
therefore, | believe the gap is with the journalist. The Chief Editor, CE, responded as well,
saying, “@L4 hGPPAT: AQhu-7 &4 9°19° ARYT YI°NA TINLE LH ARTF® AAD-PIP:: T (a0
PCH AAALAD. (PFOAIAT T1C AAABAD) OPFP P T1C A1 A PP Aark? F GH e+0é- 11CT Ay
PIIRELO TIC FLAVE APAA PAAJC minister mPay 907 FLCONTFU? ATA FTAAY: OPFP U
AN, TCE NP1 ASrE el Fu- AdterlFu- ARYE PP PMEP PTLmPar@- 91YY 1@-?
PO @YY 1@< ? AONATP L0 TOIC PADP: ALATINVT LTAN: PCOH ANPTE £%7 hNL&F
AT % AdOAv-: document $CONT APD-PIP: APT haF 11C Fi0f A1V AU FNAYA Fhe
TNCGPT ALPCO LOU-NT U3 10 PAD-:”

We'll see in the future, as | haven't yet seen the programs provide any evidence of Humble so
far. The program is amorphous (it lacks a defined form), so when an issue develops, anything
created with fire will be destroyed. You may say that if you pose a contemporary query, such
as "Who will benefit if a party wins or loses?" To whom does it harm? As long as it is not
noticed, no issue includes concrete evidence in it. It may make you feel good. | believe this
weight has been assigned due to the lack of a given format. But in contrast to the respondents

above, “Netsa Hasab,” Program producer, who went by the name PP, said

T PHALE 991.8.0 AD-FCT POZF@Y HINPT: (Moot e+AM- aPINBP T PG h8AAC
S7°CH WISHUY® L (H0kh AL NPR9), D@« 0010 YANTFY: TCL LIEPTT MLI° +Ply,
O1F7 VA NNS 1T

emeTIn:: (AU A%t LA avlBPF7 AOF PoLANANE 2900048 PULeMTPET oL Tt U
av- QT AGPPMC APLAT 10 AAMUT AAD* U= 17 Ae07 Th apZ% 9900000+ N9° ML+
ANA AL PTwe ALASPT 4114 11C 17 070 Verified eUre (A0 0106+ 78, (PLIPeS OR9°
NANOAT A0 A2V 10C 2700 APHFTTFT AGPCNIP:: 0L CINAN (WP av&lh AL +T1 PG40+ 10
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OL9° NANAN TR AT LTAN Pt AoheT Phe O 9, halb PG ASAC ParAdN AAHS
TR AG AN LOMTFOT S7°CHPT WICHU- W24A0A7T hH O41C <17 QA7 communication
+rtCh AQA 0MIRCANT (% T AR AAMYP::”

We use reports made by media outlets, statements given in the press, as well as proposals
raised by each standing committee at the conference as a source. | am requesting the party to
provide me with its annual report, especially now that they are party representatives as well
as an individual who follow that party with admiration or support, in addition to the
information | have already received and what they refer to as our reality. In addition,
questions about the articles written by opposing parties on both sides, etc., can be used as
sources. Additionally, we are looking for a couple of analysts to hire. But right now, I'm
gathering films that were produced about the guest we're looking for; they're well-verified
and accurately detailed, and we don't show any that claim it was all a rumor. We will look at
the reports that were released by the institution and the person who spoke on a platform, for
example, the chief auditor of the Standing Committee of the House of Representatives.

The researcher asked a follow-up question about the impact of having limited manpower to
use concrete evidence, saying, “Is there anything that has banned you from being able to
create a program that is particularly evidence-based?” The program producer, PP, replied
that

“Om- 18TT PTIW-P@+ a0 EPTT PILANNNE 0L LEE PTLEMTPGG AT v (L5 10C::
PE®7 Phe@- (LP7 10C:: T1C 17 20AM A7 AZRTLAN 9°79° PCTC PAD-9°:: D2 OATC 17 e
IC +POH RrkF7 944G NAN APT IC 10 20¢- Q10431 N BFTFOCAE N TiaPAQ OHF. ... . AGIP
A28 A& Commanication 9949 ATGANT ALT4%7 AAAMGT (ATIO-P@- hA1e OC +PLH
At &G 1P APOPYO 227

| regret not trying that one. However, there's no denying that it could be more. Apart from
that, in terms of documents, | have connections with well-known officials like Ato Getachew
Reda, Ato Shemels, etc. | know each authority and know the directions, so it is easy to get
information and contact them. | don't think I've ever had a lot of trouble with providing

information, especially when it comes to documents.
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4.2.4 Major Challenges to practice Professional Journalism in Netsa Hasab program

The researcher requested an executive producer of the show PP to explain his statement
regarding the challenges to practicing professional journalism in the “Netsa Hasab” program.
“WIRVEE YALPFTT MAP vt €ArE PATFD- he s TCL TFm-:: (AL PHE Aavt AhAN,
PR 09 AR A% P9L9P04 ANAT 10421 Au-T L9° fapmet AaPi-C T 9P (1(LOHIP AaPgPLt
Tet PRCIN:: U7 TOLLIC +mA V147 10+ P99 avQNT:: 0aP o1~ KAt (RGN B TC P5°9° Advi(C
ANE PTLLGNCATE At (FFEIT RTC PATI® APLC TLLIHF s 1@< PAD-:: WIHY P01~
ANAT ATINILE P AATLLLCT 2590 Aavi-C NATF@- AH1A0TE F A2PT hae NAANLTYE +Raoy
PPHD- ANA NTLAMNF@< ApMes, aowlst 1@ 0948 h0T 0Pt AaPl-CF W7 AQ4.0< AN

HeA AaPEMC TN LLCIN::"

Some people want to step in and have a loving party. Many people attempted to damage
others by feeling arrogant, especially this year. The new leaders will now attempt to lead
through the system. However, they consider themselves to be citizens of the nation, whether
they like it or not. The more our leadership is calm, the more the government bodies are
quiet; the more they are confused, the more our leadership is calm. Since these government
agencies are attempting to impose their will on us, our leadership is acting not only on its
initiative but also following directives from the organisation's higher-ups. The leaders who
have arrived thus far will struggle to overthrow a problem and establish a more favourable

situation.

Additionally, senior producer SP2 outlines the primary obstacles to producing this kind of

program.

“PIEm- FolC NtParm@+ Yo AAGPOCT 1@< DHMG D PSa(\t A1t hS &APE SONIPA: U141
@O-AT LA 7Nt LOATPA: (g OO 170 ALLTPIN 1970 PTAAVA:: 195 1ANTE 1PV A% T
P10 W1 FP T CFm-:”

The main problem is the failure to implement the existing rules and regulations. It is mainly
determined by the journalist’s line of thought and interest. The country’s political situation
and the background of the guests also play roles. Some bottlenecks hinder you from doing a
balanced job. In his detailed elaboration, program producer PP adds more about the external
pressure and interference in the media. He replied as follows: ‘“TEas9o7 (+avdht
OPTRCITFO O-RLAT AL AT QAh®- aPhh AW9.We 076 6P T TOHHI® APMBI® PAPIOMfv::
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OF. +0C 010 A7 K109° @< NAL (1L.TCOATFD- 080G 0T KLU SLAPDMNA:: DL &T9° AU
UG 090 PPA LAPAATA: ATATINT AHI® AN, AT 78%I° AT98° U AT PATFD WA ANGT Alv::
OB 5G (1MI° NETT 10+ AP.0-09° AT hv-? ¢HAA 0% 279000+ \TAL ATQHY hert hC7 et
Pav 1ot (18 ARTCY (b P9 h-O78PTF N7.Am-T A7 INCAT Ah B8 PTLLPE0F hLA 10C

£ 1IC U7 Av<? 19 VAN OtaerAnt QAL 29 0728 ALPRS TCE OHT PR OZ7I0C LRCTGA:
LaPOHFY CFD- WG A%T ANFO- P70 116 PANTIP:: 8% 2910400 PAANTTT 188 PLMLNTFD- 86
A7E, HUB 1k P94 10+ 09,04, 0°1TAV: :APAN NTONL N%EP Aot NPLI° FFO0 Pt (P 8LE
AORO7 ATPAFFO APAT A7 70C AALCIA® (L @M (LHY OLL NAD- APATS 10C:: PLaTu-

TRL 1@ 0N 8% £91,0420 27 Ath@ LOAL 1T O BRM- BG NATLNL W78, HB Ik Ad::”

During our program meetings, the officers establish guidelines and directives to ensure the
program operates as you stated. However, in terms of action, they also vary depending on the
nation and the pressures they face as high-ranking officials. | predict that things will stay this
way going forward. We hear it regardless of what we think. Some higher officials
occasionally wish to put an end to the program. There is excessive outside pressure. In
addition, | believe that the ability to exert pressure on private company sponsorship is better
now, particularly without a corporate government budget like this one. However, in the case
of Netsa Hasab, particularly in cases involving private companies and parties, our
management does not take into account their sponsorship and air time. This demonstrates the
strain that the ownership issue places on government representatives as well as their
willingness to serve as a forum for difficult conversations. Using the National Lottery as an
example, you may recall that when we previously confronted the director at that level, he
said he would not sponsor Walta. "It is your own business,” our managers remarked. This
demonstrates that while there is preparation in our management, it is still difficult to resist the

political pressure.

Another respondent is a senior reporter (SR2) at Walta TV. He explained that he thought that
it was difficult to practice professional journalism. He made a lot of points about what he
understood about the role of the program in the realization of professional journalism, as

follows:

“NOV-G LLE IO LOF D avavl0PF hvT: AaI° PHaPAN T F D A ALTE TS PaPI1GG 1Y AL
982 o100k Editorial policy AA@ =0AHY AT (60§ 848 tevdhFauv- hAdz hag 10
Ar%ahv PROFESSIONAL ETHICS +tt® At TI0t: A28 0PI 0P v-1fF Ldmé hao-
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POM- 1d- AaPANFAU- W78 (TG Lo9° H LH NOPFP v-1tT A79C UTT APCN ALTANG STAA
N P990& 11C taPAnFAU- = P10+ OILID OPFP 1ICT (dné TAAP Event 0122 8L
ASC NH 11C &3 méd="

For guidance, our media have written documents. And | did see them. Every media outlet has
an editorial policy that is mandatory. As | told you, it is difficult to follow professional
ethics, which means that when some current events occur, | look at unprofessional work.
What happens when current events happen? When there is a big event and a national issue, a
lot of things is lost. The program producer (PP), a senior editor and presenter, was asked by
the researcher to provide his knowledge of the primary causes of the (Netsa Hasab) program’s
ups and downs. He gave the following response:

“h8Y PLI° (LA PGANT TCEOI-av7 A NING Pt Goodt KICHY OPé vbd AL 12
O+AL QALD- Gavt AN, AL FPHPH 1043 PaPPHPHIC A28G aowl 3P JoNI0T WIRTao Mt 0/ ¢
A7 hONAPAY- 7007 £7°CE: TAAD +iher®- eolaom- AAST Ad:: Even N PLeePT avsm AL
PMAS T vbF AA:OTICTT AL OFPLO U PO TANE APDPIP: (9IC° v-pF 67 L
PHSLMOT TEALI® AOFOAAD-:: APC AL (ALPCA Aé-t APT OHTIA TEALIP £2 LAPANTPA:: h79°
A78728: LH Adth ap@-Pi 0T8N U FT (A0 U-9° YA AATISTAAS 106 K280 AR'TT PHY
P70t TCEY O AePH NOBMTTE AA1C n7AN 18 1E OAC 0Pk 07¢- ZALPT NTlaem-0t 1LH,

W80 AR YT TOIC R1TavTN::”

If you've been keeping up with the program in the past, it ran smoothly for approximately
three years before becoming stagnant, especially in the previous year. One of the key causes
of the slowdown is that some leaders enter politics not as professionals but with the mission
of the party they claim to serve, even in the selection of questions. There is an intervention of
some sort. By the way, everything that was recorded was never broadcast. | remember a
program where 67 minutes were cut surprisingly short. It's because not all ideas are
transmitted, so | face the same problem because our leaders, who are beyond journalism and

beyond freedom of thought, come and hold the political parties they support.

"What are the challenges to getting the appropriate guests, and what is your view on the
support from your management?" was the additional question the researcher raised in light of

the information presented by the program producer, PP. He gave this response in return:
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“DHY AAIC L9° 1 100 AG HASF ALCTW AQ. LAVT NG @2 71 AT NAMT L1dd OF
L (P71 ATEIEE 176 ROMT, OF, @< \ 3% e T4 @LI° NNAN ATETFD & AN A HTPE 17
AH h&hovy N2A hAdy hwdv A TIATP W AFE DAk hadg AP0t 7 0AL T+
PWLU-OF @ FRIYT WG Pz @0 ANANT H hHHIBU-OFO- 0AA A78HY Ah 04 017.008CT
aAn AP0, LAYA 17 A APPEPAV-:: NILP OAIC L7 Au<T L° Paomet /¢ DALPE IHmGIP
QA0S PHAA aP8lh ARLMEAT APALUT 10+ 1IC 17 2% 7 AP MAP Mk kL it OPaD-
AATILLCAOTT WTE, AT TI&I° (¢ TALPET® LoVHLCENT v-33 Ad::NHY AAIC L9° 197 (914,317
248 W7 PRl TG A L (094 avhh 10« XILD-9° 099,302 : FAAP 070N 070 DALPT

A797%9° CEO én9°C N0¢- PoLaPAT 102 A7 AA PAOA AAD- AA POOA Atk AA+0TI90(1F Ah
Aete A Ya0F AOm- eTFAN AG 8% PTIBLme TICT APGIE OACAT AP safe hoieda
TMPLDII° WICHU-I° +RaII® YICTIP BIC AT L (0 e tMe P T TPRPT AFE
eFAN:: ALY £99° UIC AL APLLCH PoUTFAT 18t 85¢A: ACHU A78HY hRrk AL H ALY
PATIIR::”

In addition to this, you may have done a lot of reading and research, and the person you are
going to interview may suddenly quit his job, or, honestly, some of them may travel abroad
for business or to attend a meeting. However, the majority of them will reject you in such an
upsetting manner after you have put in a lot of effort—that is, after you have studied for more

than fifteen days.

Beyond that, now my leaders who came were also journalists, so | am working to create a
better platform for me. But occasionally, even my prior leaders don’t hold me accountable
because | don't receive much criticism for this political intervention. In addition to this, my
program is frequently watched, as in the form of a committee, top officials, sometimes
including the CEO, will all be watching program. Many ideas can come out, and some of
these things are cut. Of course, some of them are good, and I understand their concern about

keeping me, the guest, the media house, and the country safe.
4.2.5 Guest Respect in Netsa Hasab of WALTA TV

Another respondent is Chief Editor, CE. She works for Walta TV as a journalist. The
researcher requested that to share her opinions on treating guests on Walta TV's “Netsa
Hasab” program. “a®+ govMpzoi0vkCT APr0AMANST AP T9h Paom- AhAFT AP AS

AT AP QA aPhhd NQ° FAP ARYE AAD-: hAPTIavp EBI°LA: TPE AmPLPTII° A7
S AN PAC1TT APTIav T AIPT & TAA: DHMG D AD-$T9° U7 APDP ATALE APT aoLe ATEAD.
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ATANFAT: Even PhAd A0TSLET ICT PATIE- hAA IC 9°7 1022 19148 I°7 hDS? K878 AN
FYHEH 1APT DOE SHAO APTHLAR AN (LZFD. 20 PONST ATPSCT Afv: £9° 1291 ACT AIMA TN
CCIIN PP RCTRO OONT (LODE FPAV: AT TINT APTU AL °7F PALEA?

A% AL 977 AT PALCA? TCOUav AL 9°F 180T PALC-A? PTLAQL U-r PINT ALIPANTII =2 90
ATTANT AFPAN, BPC aoYavl: OC YL PLLIM. W yFCOD: +Pav<g® RIHYT 14T A20F ALY OPYA
Noe A0FLeT LarAmt 11C AATATPLIP: N P99 a0 M- 914 aPANT W78, +dav- 299 QP 0T (914-9°

Lt AG AFELC NAMLAD- PNC ALONEAIO: AHDZE AL TINT 1@+

Guests show up. There is a significant difference in treatment between them depending on
whether they are women, ministers, officials, or members of private organizations. It starts
with the way we sit. We might also pose queries. Our foot placement might be the cause. It is
evident that the journalist, whether intentionally or unintentionally, treats various people

unfairly.

Take a look at what was happening with the regional state presidents and higher officials
from Tigray and the Amhara region, along with other regions. Some local states greeted the
journalist with drumming, while others presented him with flowers. He may be seen loitering
and conversing with some other guests, speaking to them disrespectfully and rudely. During
his conversations, even his dress is different and visible. He should consider how it is
understood by the public. And how does that affect him? In what way does it impact the
program? These things haven't been considered, in my opinion. For instance, the producer’s
conversation with Jawaar Muhammad is one example that comes to mind. The problem is
that there are no guidelines from the institution because it lacks a set of program substance
and management. Since the institution does not have permanent program content and
management, there is no need for advice from the producers. Another senior reporter, SR1,
also forwarded her views regarding issues regarding the importance of respecting guests and

practicing professional journalism, as follows:

“Ar8hs PONT Ahrd treat APLLCAI=RILLNANT LB TFD- LALLA: “Hot T APET 171.L0$M
a8 TEEPET 91PN £AP ethics AP 71 AN ALCT LnLP AOPEP AIHRMTOI hC
LTLPAZRG ATPULAITFO- PEEPT (PAN aPih AG15°0A 7= According to my observations, it does
not treat them equally. It varies according to their level of power. Instead of asking the

questions in a way that angers the people while being hot, if he asks them simply in a way
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that respects ethics, he will have respect for the people and the journalist. In response to a
question about treating guests equitably in the "Netsa Hasab™ program, Senior Producer SP1
at Walta TV also responded as follows: “a®+ QAF@- 2+ AP0 P0due-P dotd PG 42N TCS
NPCN L£9° UIC ahAahf APt hovihd? VA4 hlid VErE eHOTT1%0T v hhkd 10 (1%
ATz @Y 00 90T 10+ PNRLP Mot o@D PG 8LLNTC 2706 1P U= FaPAhFAv-: T1C 17
APAA 019142 hdd 10407 mCrt OraeAht RS Av-7 0A914- hAA LA mCrt QraeAnt

NPRCACALA TTO= NN Aheng AV &TAN: £ MCIT A1RGLLA TILT heFAT® 0L? (MP°
hag hehe AL 2o tae et LSS eFar: h2 oot 04t e10@- mCrTS 03P deTéd RiIHY
UEI® AT OOESIS0T av 1€ TLHEY e 10+ 1% AAONNYIP: AMI° TIHGTFD ek 11CT Y
A187% KASTFPAV-: hevtt Ad AH AhA(L:: | don't believe that people with titles like Chief of
Communications for the Defence Forces, Colonel, and Director General of the National
Lottery are treated equally. This is just what | think. | have personally observed the National
Lottery Director General being harassed. However, they are controversial when we consider,
for instance, the wars in the Tigray region and the Amhara region right now. They are
sometimes very contentious. Is there no way to stop that war? Certain things might give rise

to a furious dispute. How these two guests have been treated doesn't seem out of proportion.

Considering the national lottery and the war from two years ago, occasionally, | witness out-
of-balance things. That is where the gap is. Similarly, another editor, E, also reinforces the

stated idea as follows:

TEAPT 0eI° AAAUIC:: PPNTOEI® AT97% A%GAA L7100 U323 AA:: FhhAT TI0487 OF adeHh
D+ &4 $avy WLLAN PP PANUIP:: 7 ALt ATRU-9° U-NT9° AD- Ah(4 aPP7 AAY:: 998a :
A7 TI0enL0 ATEAANY APSAU- 2 Ah harph 04 AZLAM@- J°AT N7I0LE 1910816 avhs-nC
LFAN:: AN ARTT QAN NF MAP (900t AT T84 PANTIP:: 09 HLAID- avlB ATIT T+
OtA PA@7 YA TTNC ANNU:: PANAHS PLAND<Y avlB AZTh nbo0H A7V IOC ATALL

FTFAAY:: AG ALY AL hé Tt A78A AarAh AT

I can’t say that there aren't any imperfections. Because there are circumstances in which
being violent is frowned upon. You don't need to present solely legitimate proof to an
individual. You have to treat everyone with courtesy and respect. Listening: | think you
should carry out the idea. As soon as you listen, arguments can be made, and responses can
be supported by evidence. Simply because there is a disagreement, it does not mean that we

should intervene or interrupt. It is necessary to respect others' opinions to obtain the
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knowledge you require. If not, you might have to say goodbye to your host before receiving
the information you require. So there are gaps in this area. However, the senior reporter, SR2,

doesn’t agree with the above respondents. He says that:

“NRI°N MAP 1% a2GIC AATFAI® L0 APILE (LaPm BIPC W& treat A1RIPGLITFD- harAlt P4
10 Q1L 8P 1@ 0T PCAFD (e AL (- 10+ Interview AL A0+ APC AL AILIPIaANTD- -
PNIEEI® T1CTT hRANN TING A2LAT N7 £91° LMLPTFPA: TEEPTT H D¢, 17 K718
PN Ar WIRtavAlthet TN 1@<z A28 APAA, fairness AL A&7 A8 AONH OH A4

N0t Moot APOHTIR | think 210V 2aPAATA APAA, A&7 K794 ALPCA OAH A714 \F 10
PILLDLD MRIP LO° WIRM ZAENT hWPt 70 kNG @7 A ZATh@<7 AATLLAG (PT 10+ WS,
A18.8W4 01 LRCI1D- +FCT AT PTLNFD<7 AOAHTIP =8 TIAT (1AA ANOA AA A0+ AAANTF AANA
D+ W18.0¢ hPLCAI° SO fair et Ad- 1@< 2o0.AL-@< PPRILEIC AT aphnt 0992FA (AANT  QAH

AD- A1G.9D4 ALLCAT® aO71%1° RHOATFPA AL10 W77 (LENT=”

Although I can't say in detail, its good when | see how they treat the guests when they arrive,
he treats them like friends. For example, when one invites a guest to fairness, he does not
mislead others because of that strangeness. I think you understand. A saying does not make
someone else talk about someone else in their absence, so it does a fair job because it does

not make them talk about that person when they are not able to respond.

In response, senior producer, SP2, of Walta TV, said the following. “{H hetfF Ate: K714
POFGACNTE 04+ 0P ACAT AAD- AELA? apGR eI avvipg® PAAY PANUIC: hHY ATIC h& T Al
A% 10 TAND- = ZILY 1ICT tERavy ACTHY @Mt xFAN 4703 P . ARLAIP: AIPAN,
A8 W9.LDL WA hdaeamt: Fhhd T Nde holaN eoroea) qu-t Ad: v A79C hett ha
N% ANNAU- = NATG A718 WGttt Ad 277 A0 AATLOLM<F AATLENNLD: (NChE POLPAE
IO AD- RAT° PTIPLEL: IPTI°T TIC Az A% (LIPT P9°A@- (FPaPmd? v (FPaPmdy aPCy

OtParmA7 Ah 10 A0S T

There are lots of problems in this regard. You are not supposed to be angry or laugh at the
interviewee. That is disrespectful. This has to be improved. You should not be so full of

yourself to deny the guest enough time to talk. | see problems in such aspects.
4.2.6 Professional Journalism versus Walta Media’s Editorial Policy

Walta Media Editorial Policy states that the company will work to uphold professional

journalistic values to better serve the public. In the process, it will reveal all types of

74| Page



unethical behaviour, including attitudes and actions motivated by rent-seeking that are
detrimental to the public interest. It was also noted that all of this should be accomplished
through people’s dignity, equity, veracity, and balance, as well as by employing verifiable
proof. The editorial policy also supports strengthening democracy and ensuring good
governance. Freedom of speech and media independence is protected under Article 29 of the
Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia's Constitution. Walta will enjoy legal protection
under this article's sub-article 4, which will allow it to function as an independent institution
and welcome a variety of viewpoints. Therefore, in compliance with the constitution, Walta
shall be free to operate without interference from any internal or external pressures. In
addition, Walta's editorial policy also stipulates that it must act independently of any internal
and external pressure in compliance with the constitution. So there isn't a gap in its editorial
framework. The Walta editorial policy of article sixteen, sub-article 15.3, explains,
“Affiliates may sometimes attempt to impose conditions before agreeing to participate in
content, in which case Walta does not in any way compromise its editorial independence and
control.” However, there are many challenges on the ground against Walta’s editorial policy.
Government officials' interruptions, media managers' lack of dedication, and journalists' lack
of commitment are the main causes of the issue. The concept that not all parties obey the
editorial guidelines is supported by the respondents' senior reporter (SR2) and the program
producer (PP) at Walta TV.
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CHAPTER FIVE

5 SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

5.1 Summary

The study aimed to analyze the status of professional journalism in Ethiopia during the
reform period (2018-2023) by taking "Netsa Hasab" of Walta in Focus.

This research is designed to answer the following fundamental research questions.

1.

How close to accuracy and truthfulness does Walta TV's "Netsa Hasab" program
adhere?

How does Walta TV uphold the values of fairness in its shows?

Under what circumstances does the "Netsa Hasab" program respect the dignity of its
guests?

What are the challenges for using concrete evidence in Walta TV's "Netsa Hasab"

program?

Sample programs and study participants were chosen from Walta TV to answer these

questions. One media specialist further took part in the study. Qualitative analysis was

performed on the information gathered from in-depth interviews. Contents of the sample

program collected from Walta TV were also analyzed.

Based on the results of this study, the following major findings are made.

The majority of respondents concurred that Ethiopia lacks practicing, professional
journalism. Furthermore, they acknowledged that there are gaps in media laws that

prevent people from getting the information they need to pursue this job.
According to the interviewees, professional journalism is not easily realized in Ethiopia.

As a way to strengthen discourse, the "Netsa Hasab" program asks even ministers to take

a seat and practice dialogue.

Regional administrators were also confronted about the program.
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e During the reform period, programs such as "Netsa Hasab" aimed to exercise
professional journalism, but most of them experienced a lack of practicing evidence-

based journalism.

e When the substance of the "Netsa Hasab" program samples were examined, it became
clear that Walta TV's professional journalistic practice was still in its infancy and needed

to be improved.

e There is no exemption to Walta Media's editorial guidelines for practicing professional
journalism. Nonetheless, the main issue was the lack of dedication on the part of

journalists, media managers, and government representatives.

e The Walta media organization did not commit to advancing the field of professional

journalism.

e The Walta TV Netsa Hasab program lacked depth, accuracy, clarity, and scope in its

variously aired programs.
e Guests are not treated fairly or with respect in Walta TV's "Netsa Hasab™ program.

e Because "Netsa Hasab" is mostly handled by a single person, there is insufficient
planning, which leads to the program being based more on hearsay than on solid proof.
So it affects the accuracy and truthfulness of the program.

The main obstacles to professional journalism at Walta TV were:
= Government interference,
= Media managers' lack of commitment,
= Lack of government support,
= Journalists lack of professionalism,
= A shortage of skilled manpower and logistics,
= |nadequate training for journalists,

= A lack of incentives for journalists,
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= Misconceptions about the value of professional journalism in the community, and the
inability to give protection for professional journalists were the main challenges at

Walta TV and in other media in Ethiopia.
5.2 Conclusions
The study's findings led to the following conclusions being made.

The dialogues on TV talk shows often involve verbal altercation and violence. This is most
prominent when discussing political issues. Issues like corruption and social problems

receive much less attention and are almost absent from discussions.

The study found a significant absence of women participating in these talk shows. This is

identified as a critical issue that needs attention and correction.

The discourse on these talk shows tends to prioritize emotions over logic. Participants often
rely on personal opinions (“the talkative self") rather than constructive dialogue with others

("dialectical, constructive concepts™).

These findings point towards potential concerns regarding the content and dynamics of TV
talk shows, particularly in terms of gender representation, bias in topic selection, and the
quality of discourse. Addressing these issues could lead to more balanced and informative

programming.

Critical emphasis must be given to developing dynamic media organizations staffed by

morally upright professionals.

The host of these talk shows tends to show bias towards political topics. This suggests that

the discussions may not always be neutral or balanced.

However, the field investigators did not provide a compelling justification for the facts of
how the Ethiopian media failed to cover especially the practices of research, preparation,
fact-checking, and as well as showing guests respect and following up with appropriate

questions.

On the other hand, several academics attempted to carry out a study on the journalism
industry with a focus on these Hard Talk television shows. For instance, these results were

incorporated in a thesis (Selamawit Worku, 2019), published a thesis titled “Audience
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Reception Analysis of LTV Show among Addis Ababa Residents.” The study's conclusions
do, however, have certain gaps, especially when it comes to important journalistic ethics like
objectivity, fairness, privacy, and respecting human dignity in addition to truthfulness and

accuracy. Her research mostly examined how satisfied viewers were with the program.

In contrast, (Seid Muhie, 2019), concentrated more on the show's production values and
standards in his thesis, "Analysis of Amharic Talk Show Content and Format Reform of
Ethiopian Television." The study focused on the issue of framing and format implementation
of ETV's talk show programs, even though one of the talk show programs examined was

"Birtu Weg," which is comparable to Walta's "Netsa Hasab."

Therefore, the purpose of this study is to determine the level of attention provided to

professional journalism by the Netsa Hasab program at Walta Media Institution.

The results of the study, which used "Netsa Hasab" as a sample show on Walta TV, showed

that professional journalism is still in its infancy stage.

The host of these talk shows tends to show bias towards political topics. This suggests that

the discussions may not always be neutral or balanced.

The "Netsa Hasab™ sample shows on Walta TV that were reviewed indicated that

professional journalism is at a developing level.

79| Page



5.3 Recommendations

Based on the findings and issues identified in the research on “Netsa Hasab” program of

Walta Media, here are some recommendations for improving the quality and effectiveness of

the program:

The host plays a crucial role in managing the talk show program. It is essential to
maintain neutrality and fairness. This includes ensuring that all viewpoints are

respected and represented.

Encourage the host to uphold ethical standards and avoid biases towards particular

topics or guests.

The host should prioritize selecting quality guests who can contribute constructively

to discussions.

Topics should be chosen based on public interest and relevance, ensuring a diverse

range of themes to enrich the program.

Producers should take a proactive stance against verbal violence. This includes setting
clear guidelines and policies to prevent any form of verbal or physical aggression

during broadcasts.
Emphasize the importance of respectful dialogue among guests and participants

Journalists and hosts should strive to represent diverse viewpoints, including those

not physically present on the program.

Encourage the presenter to host discussions that involve a variety of opinions,

fostering a more comprehensive debate.

It's crucial for hosts to denounce and prevent any expressions of racism or

discrimination on the show.

If such instances occur, the host should promptly intervene and correct the guest

using inflammatory language, maintaining a respectful and inclusive environment.

To enrich discussions, encourage diversity in guest selection. Avoid repeatedly

featuring the same individuals and instead aim for a broad spectrum of perspectives.
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e Diversification contributes to a more dynamic and inclusive program, offering

viewers a broader range of opinions and insights.

e Stress the importance of teamwork in producing successful talk shows. A

homogeneous team can enhance cohesion and effectiveness.

e Producers should ensure equal treatment and professional readiness among all guests,

maintaining high standards of preparedness for any contingencies.

e Walta TV ought to help journalists improve their ability to do professional

journalism.

e When journalists produce relevant and important programs, media managers should
resist external influences and avoid preventing them from airing; journalists should
also strive to do the best they can with the knowledge and skill they possess rather

than offering flimsy excuses.
e The media managers must be dedicated to doing journalism as a career.
e There should be a permanent and clear editorial policy.

e Professional journalism may have made a big difference in the public's knowledge by

raising it to the point where people could denounce corrupt practices.

e Media outlets need a sizable training facility to develop the professional abilities of

their journalists. The media should serve the interests of society and the government.

e The Walta media company ought to engage in professional journalism, bring up
noteworthy topics that the public would find extremely beneficial, and strive to make

a positive impact on people’s lives.

e Attempting to strengthen democracy and fundamental rights; critiquing the success of

programs and initiatives and exposing flaws in their implementation.

Implementing these recommendations can help improve the quality, inclusivity, and impact
of TV talk shows, fostering more informative and respectful discussions that resonate with a

broader audience.
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Appendix A: Interview Questions to Managers and Editors at Walta Television

For media managers

1.

5.

Do you think that “Netsa Hasab” of the Walta TV program is practicing professional

journalism?

Hard talk programs always present serious and strong questions. Do you believe that

the “Netsa Hasab program performed this?

What do you think are the major challenges for journalists to practice evidence-based

reporting?

Do you know of any media accountability systems for Ethiopian media? If so, how
effective is it?

Is the editorial policy well-known by the editors and producers?

For the Program producer

1.

What type of program is Netasa Hasab? Is there any written guideline document or
format for the program?

Hard talk programs are always present serious and strong questions. Do you believe

that the “Netsa Hasab” program performed this?
What sources are used by the program?
What types of issues have been covered by the program?

Do you think that the program brought about a change in society by covering issues

that were covered?
Is the editorial policy well-known by the editors and producers?

As a producer, is there any external interference from high officials while performing
“Netsa Hasab’™?

What do you think are the major challenges to practicing evidence-based reporting?

What do you think are the challenges to practicing ethical journalism at Walta Media?
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10. What systems does Walta Media have to monitor the ethical practices of its

journalists?

11. What are the strengths and weaknesses of the Netsa Hasab Program?

12. What measures should be taken to overcome problems that hinder the production of a

better-quality program?

For producers, reporters, and other media experts

1.

Based on the principles of journalism, does the “Netsa Hasab” program of Walta TV

practice professionalism?

How can journalists achieve the following journalistic ethics while producing a hard

talk program? a true, accurate, fair, balanced, and objective program

Regarding ethical journalism, when you compare our media with other worlds, what

do you say?

Do you think that producers of the “Netsa Hasab” program have gone through
challenging situations to gather information to verify issues? Does the producer ask

questions with concrete evidence?

Do you observe that the journalist is presenting his arguments by using appropriate

documents and witnesses without shouting or getting angry?
Does the producer use humble words and show good gestures for the interviewees?

Can you say that the producer respects his guests in all aspects?
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Appendix B: Selected programs for analysis

Categories of the program

No | 1% part Program Title Program title on you tube Theme
Br(?:z;\dtcastl (sub divided in to different parts) and (l;otc#s) area
hg Date aired in consecutive weeks) ot the

program

1 | 6Jan 2019 | Dialogue with two Higher | A. #9°hu+5F 17 (LU AGECIP!! Political

Officials of National PATIC Nehd® FPGE h1T hae-CT NEQ WIL:

Movement of Amhara,
45:07

Christian Tadele and )

Belete Mola https://youtu.be/OHjNFtaav14?feature=shar

PATYe Nehol- P TPTE ed

Io/AParI0C AF NAM TPA

NG S THFIE S04 B.Christian Tadele and Belete Mola on

Af NCOEST LA NANT Walta T 2

ek KIPOFOLTG alta v par

0477 VI TEBPT 6 | 50:22

hPoS BT OC £RLTT _

80,5 https://youtu.be/johAskKgRRI?feature=sha
red

2 | 2Sep 2020 | Dialogue with One “EET P20 (0T T @O 10 At A48 | political

Ethiopia democratic Party | & 019 7401 TC&9°

Chairman, Ato Sisay 4810

Degu _
https://youtu.be/FjR5ZdSc7rl?feature=shar
ed

3 |100ct Discussion with A 0PAF BAAATT 019 Al TES9 - | Economic
2019 Endalkachew Sime, NAFeZe 079189 eHCE w0t /0t

Secretary General of the
Ethiopian Chamber of
Commerce and Sectorial
Associations (ECCSA)

adhé At WTRANTFD- (9 OC OHLLT 825
(h&a -1v)

13:10

https://youtu.be/9jeq0Bke5ys?feature=shar
ed

OPAF BAAT? 019 hAN TEAGP - NATEEE
£7918:G PHCE TMW0ET PIOT Achds bt
ABANT@- (9 OC ©+841 823 (hGA -14)

Didn’t uploaded correctly
https://youtu.be/lZmhkzne66Q?feature=sha
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https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi-4tbMrMqBAxXcVPEDHQxuCIEQFnoECA0QAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FEthioNaMA%2F&usg=AOvVaw0uUxiu_tQOiYe-_bFxbtq4&opi=89978449
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi-4tbMrMqBAxXcVPEDHQxuCIEQFnoECA0QAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FEthioNaMA%2F&usg=AOvVaw0uUxiu_tQOiYe-_bFxbtq4&opi=89978449
https://youtu.be/0HjNFtaav14?feature=shared
https://youtu.be/0HjNFtaav14?feature=shared
https://youtu.be/9jeq0Bke5ys?feature=shared
https://youtu.be/9jeq0Bke5ys?feature=shared
https://youtu.be/lZmhkzne66Q?feature=shared

red

NATERE 078G PHCE TIWNET IO Achds
AP RPBANTFO- 093 OC 01241 $23 (hGA -
1ch)

15:39

https://youtu.be/1d3d1bLwuEc?feature=sh
ared

Walta TV|PaF t.: ha+eLP 079189 PHCS
YOG /0T Achds P AT8ANTFD- 193 OC
P+LL1 882 (T 20)

13:10

https://youtu.be/aC3LGsISoSU?feature=sh
ared

hATEXP 079186 PHCS: TN /0 Adhé
AP RTRANTO (193 OC 1R41 $2.3 (hGA 24)

16:13

https://youtu.be/tUyLQYh3CwA?feature=s
hared

NATELEL 079189 PHCE TIW0ET PI0T Achés
AP WHRONTFO- 07 OC 918241 #23 (hFA 2h)

14:19

https://youtu.be/6hrw7rWwJds?feature=sh
ared

9 Dec 2020

Discussion with
Yeshimebet Negash,
General Manager of

Ethiopian Industrial Inputs

Development Enterprise

(EIIDE)

“199.40.27 NC A28 10C 291,320 &Ce-T 10
P10 @_¢ LA.oP(t 100 PACINE: PG e
AODLEE hGA A7 U #WaltaTV.mp4

15

https://youtu.be/uMKXt-
19930?feature=shared

“179.0.97 NC A28 1NC P20  LCo-T 1o+
P10 @_¢ L0LoP(E 100 RASINE PG ¢
AONLEE h&d A7 A #WaltaTV

17:20

https://youtu.be/CHbOgwn9o0XI?feature
=shared

Economic
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https://youtu.be/lZmhkzne66Q?feature=shared
https://youtu.be/1d3d1bLwuEc?feature=shared
https://youtu.be/1d3d1bLwuEc?feature=shared
https://youtu.be/aC3LGsISoSU?feature=shared
https://youtu.be/aC3LGsISoSU?feature=shared
https://youtu.be/tUyLQYh3CwA?feature=shared
https://youtu.be/tUyLQYh3CwA?feature=shared
https://youtu.be/6hrw7rWwJds?feature=shared
https://youtu.be/6hrw7rWwJds?feature=shared
http://www.eiide.com.et/web/guest/about-us/-/asset_publisher/yetp/content/ethiopian-industrial-inputs-development-enterprise?_com_liferay_asset_publisher_web_portlet_AssetPublisherPortlet_INSTANCE_yetp_assetEntryId=43099&_com_liferay_asset_publisher_web_portlet_AssetPublisherPortlet_INSTANCE_yetp_redirect=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.eiide.com.et%2Fweb%2Fguest%2Fabout-us%3Fp_p_id%3Dcom_liferay_asset_publisher_web_portlet_AssetPublisherPortlet_INSTANCE_yetp%26p_p_lifecycle%3D0%26p_p_state%3Dnormal%26p_p_mode%3Dview%26_com_liferay_asset_publisher_web_portlet_AssetPublisherPortlet_INSTANCE_yetp_cur%3D0%26p_r_p_resetCur%3Dfalse%26_com_liferay_asset_publisher_web_portlet_AssetPublisherPortlet_INSTANCE_yetp_assetEntryId%3D43099
http://www.eiide.com.et/web/guest/about-us/-/asset_publisher/yetp/content/ethiopian-industrial-inputs-development-enterprise?_com_liferay_asset_publisher_web_portlet_AssetPublisherPortlet_INSTANCE_yetp_assetEntryId=43099&_com_liferay_asset_publisher_web_portlet_AssetPublisherPortlet_INSTANCE_yetp_redirect=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.eiide.com.et%2Fweb%2Fguest%2Fabout-us%3Fp_p_id%3Dcom_liferay_asset_publisher_web_portlet_AssetPublisherPortlet_INSTANCE_yetp%26p_p_lifecycle%3D0%26p_p_state%3Dnormal%26p_p_mode%3Dview%26_com_liferay_asset_publisher_web_portlet_AssetPublisherPortlet_INSTANCE_yetp_cur%3D0%26p_r_p_resetCur%3Dfalse%26_com_liferay_asset_publisher_web_portlet_AssetPublisherPortlet_INSTANCE_yetp_assetEntryId%3D43099

“199.0.2°7 OC AL 10C 713201 L&Ce~F 1m-
iNco” o ¢ PP (LT 1,00 PACIAL: PG 7¢-
AONLEE: had A28 h #WaltaTV

13:50

https://youtu.be/YihafK80InQ?feature=
shared

“aPYED-g0 W PUILPT 116 hECL AT
AT16he 607 PP 10 ©_¢ Pt
100 PASIAE PG ¢ AP hGd v\t U
#WaltaTV

15:07

https://youtu.be/6 Tu2vdelvOk?feature=s
hared

E. “a97G@9° A 0998.1°7 11C hL:C1 NA™Y
AT9C-6h 0 avh\PP 10 @] AP0t 1010
PATIAL PG ¢~ hOANLLE A U-AT A

18:31

https://youtu.be/Zmk_LW49wOk?feature=
shared

F. 997G @-9° Ahd 2998.0°7 T1C ALCL ATy
AT9C-6h 20 avh\PP 10 @] APt 1010
PAING PS /7¢- AONLEE: hGA U-AT h

14:25

https://youtu.be/ MOAAFRiO28?featur
e=shared

2 Aug 2023 | Discussion with "0 tS@ HELS AIC D&, 7" [ hed 1 Social
Geremew Garje 256
Chief Executive Officer of 5
National Lottery https://Aww.youtube.com/watch?v=dwWH
Administration -byaGHM
B. (L1701 PARNT €71C L0 enPF? . (LT
AENALT OLN hP1247?) | heA 2
20:47
https://youtu.be/aM5ZSQMIfMA
16 Jan Dialogue with A “0A° ok bt 226N - haiiic | Social
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https://youtu.be/YihafK8OInQ?feature=shared
https://youtu.be/YihafK8OInQ?feature=shared
https://youtu.be/6Tu2vdelvQk?feature=shared
https://youtu.be/6Tu2vdelvQk?feature=shared
https://youtu.be/_MOAAFRiO28?feature=shared
https://youtu.be/_MOAAFRiO28?feature=shared
https://youtu.be/aM5ZSQM9fMA

2021

Commissioner Fiseha
Garedew, Deputy
Manager of Addis Ababa
City Peace and Security
Administration bureau

&AY 2280 2A4.0 ANA AAIPS 8T T °htA
0.C 704 (V)

13:51

https://youtu.be/gtsTzRNzfh4?feature=
shared

. 700 Pen, ABLATC ANAP POV PTG

@ PAD-9O”- DILRIC FAY ILLD PASLN
A0 AAPG 87 PPhFA (LC VA4 (A)

15:54

https://youtu.be/0CGulJvEUIlg8?feature
=shared

. BT API° AAF@: 100 aPe&mC ST AN:

07" A.09° ao+9avy KLAQTFO-nT)(1C 07
20LM R8N AN AAPS 87 F PPhFA (LE
Y04 (ch)

19:36

https://youtu.be/pDkbWLXy3NO0?featu
re=shared

28 Jul
2021

Discussion with
Frehiwot Tamru, CEO
of Ethio Telecom

. “PRE O AT 0ECA AT A rHCeT

107 - 06T &&h @O T F9°¢ h A EAnI®
PG Qe W08, (19 /A0 - V)

17:03

https://youtu.be/ogAgBcImJk8?feature
=shared

. €994 AL (17T 2 TLALT TS ASOTGNRNT”

- 04T §hlOF 3% P EANI® PG
0 A0dR7% (19 790 - A)

12:30

https://youtu.be/JfxW4VcdV GE?featur
e=shared

. PR BADIP (1 (9P NCEL horliT PE

aa i) P 10C “ - OST §chLOT
2904 Ph e EADI® PT (1 A2 (19
741 - ch)

19:50

https://youtu.be/ueK-Y -
nhieY ?feature=shared

Administrati
ve
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https://youtu.be/0CGuJvEUlq8?feature=shared
https://youtu.be/0CGuJvEUlq8?feature=shared
https://youtu.be/JfxW4VcdVGE?feature=shared
https://youtu.be/JfxW4VcdVGE?feature=shared
https://youtu.be/ueK-Y-nhieY?feature=shared
https://youtu.be/ueK-Y-nhieY?feature=shared

17 May
2023

Dialogue with Assistant
Professor Tsegaye Tuke
Kia, Mayor of Hawasa
City

A. N115 @ AL P hAA- PATTF AG
PavANg° AOFSLC TS - hed 1
19:14

https://youtu.be/cIRIgVVgG_47?feature
=shared

B. N115@ A% P hAA:- AT AS
PaoANI° ANTFSLC 8T - hGA 2
27:44

https://youtu.be/052TSJPDI5Q?feature
=shared
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