Addis Ababa University

School of Graduate Studies

What News Journalists Have Selected Overtime? ThedSe of
English Daily Newspapers

By

Semere Ameha

June 2010
Addis Ababa



What News Journalists Have Selected Overtime? ThedSe of
English Daily Newspapers

By

Semere Ameha

A thesis submitted to the Faculty of Journalism and
Communications, Graduate study

Addis Ababa University
June 2010

In partial fulfillment of the requirements for the Degree of
Masters of Arts in Journalism and Communications



Acknowledgements

My first thanks must go to my omnipotent God fos Hiounteous help and providence.

| proudly salute my advisor Dr. Mohammed Hassen #nachk him for his invaluable
support. | am equally grateful to Dr. Gebremedhimd for his great deal in providing
me genuine and remarkable comments.

My deeply indebted goes to my Dad, Mom and familesall their relentless aid. Very
useful editorial help come from my colleagues Dagmad Fikru. And not least for my
respondents, | thank you.



Abstract

For which news ideas do the Ethiopian daily Enghslwvspapers provide priority is one
of among the most important questions that nedxktaddressed in the media study. It is
frequent to see common news topics in the indivickgavspapers. It is vital examining
what values are intrinsic for the worth of incomingws stories to give them space. A
front-page news event in a particular newspaperhmigot appear in the other
newspapers. The study provides remarkable insigexamining major questions dealing
with what news editors in the Ethiopian Herald d@hd Daily Monitor have selected
overtime and why?

Like in any other media, both newspapers receivesnad news stories every day from
various sources, and the editors of these newspamdect certain news rejecting the
majority overwhelming. There are common traditiomedws values which used to
measure the worthiness of a story. To which vatieethe two newspapers give priority
and other related questions are also discusséx isttidy.

Both newspapers dedicate much of their space fereift news topics. News which
considered as worth report in the Daily Monitoragps may not receive any space in the
Ethiopian Herald. While the Ethiopian Herald givilesus for stories about economic
activities and intensely development, the Daily Manprovides more space to politics,
sport and conflict news. Beside the news valuesgthre other factors that influence the
selection of news like ownership, news source ardes.
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Chapter One
1.1 Background of the Study

At the same time, thousands of things happens dagryOut of the several things,
journalists select what few things that can be immed as news worthy. News outlets,
however, can not report on all the things that keappnly some “happenings” are
defined as important enough to be news. For reggrtee difficulty is determining

which events are newsworthy and gathering enoufirnration to cover this news
worthy events. (David Crotean and William Hayne82026).

Some studies sorted out different findings indivgitivhat events are to be ‘newsworthy’.
According to Herbert Strentz the news that readhescolumns of the newspaper or
makes it on the air is not shaped only when thentepsits down to write the story or to
edit the tape. Far from it; the story has beemtalshape long before. As Helen Session
states news is created. What we see, hear andsrea¢ersion of events which has been
crafted and shaped by the people assembling thepaper, radio or television bulletin
(Helen Session: 2006: 23). Moreover, Sarah Nibkitdd in Keeble affirms that news is
a packaging of new and relevant facts in a paditylreadable order and language that
makes both informative and interesting (Keeble:32¥8). Charles Dana, editor dhe
Sunin New York said “News is anything which interestdarge part of the community
and which has never been brought to their atterition

A number of books list some criteria for selectihgn event or story qualified as worth

reporting. In 1965 the two Swedish SociologisthialoGaltung and Mari Ruge cited list

of the most common news values. If a story doeginat least some of the criteria on the
list, it probably is not news. Anna McKane (2006r2arranged these lists into three
groups. (1) criteria that relate to the occurreat¢he events (the when and where for
example); (2) criteria that are about the naturéhefevent itself, that is what events are
considered news worthy; and (3) criteria which nhigh said to be about the treatment of

the events.



Frequency and threshold, for instance, are coresidas criteria relating to the occurrence
of an event. Moreover, the criterion related to thature of an event involves
unexpectedness, elite person, elite nations, natyati continuity, unambiguity.

meaningfulness, and consonance.

1.2 Statement of the Problem

Helen (2006:27) if you accept that it would be irsgible to include in a newspaper or
news bulletin everything that goes on in the wotthésn you have to accept that news is

selected.

David Croteau and William Hoynes state the Tuchmdh®978) metaphor of the ‘news

net’ to explain the standard practice for gatheend selecting news.

“News organizations cast a ‘net’ — made up of vgesvices, full-time reporters, and
stringers — to ‘catch’ newsworthy happenings. Thet, rhowever, does not catch
everything; like all nets, it is full of holes awmdtches only the ‘big fish’. This is not an
error on the part of news organization. The nettik&ure of news gathering service as an
initial filter, sorting out those happenings thatmbt meet the standard criteria for news.”

(David Croteau and William Hoynes).

There is, still, controversy on what are journalistasing their judgment when they
decide something either is or isn’'t news and worbfiyinclusion in a newspaper or
bulletin? (Bob Franklin et al: 2007).

News is selected. Journalists made a decision @t tehinclude and what to leave out.
Studies which conducted on news selection sortddddterent findings on editors’

decision of news items. The most popular studyis tegard running back to the 1940’s
conducted by David M. White. In his study, Whitencludes that the values ‘Mr. Gates’
who was the subject of his study, used to selegsmeere ‘highly subjective’ and ‘reliant

up on value judgments bases up on the gatekedpr’'ssate’s) own set of experiences,
attitudes and expectations (Bob Franklin et al: 220@ther studies on news selection

have been made since. According to Bob Franklial giater studies suggested that this



explanation was overly individualized, divorcingetteditor from organizational and

professional considerations.

Gieber also shows that the 16 wire editors of higly were ‘preoccupied with a
mechanical pressures of their work rather thanstheal meanings and impact of their
work’ (1964; 175), and were more ‘concerned withalgoof production, bureaucratic
routine and interpersonal relations with in the s@em than with their own personal
evaluations of the copy they received (ibid). Everanjournalists decision of what news
becomes worthy to report depend on the news fat@ws values) drawn by Galtung

and Ruge.

In his article abouhews values of three world3ack Lule notes some alternative values
for news in the developing countries. News factihhat manifested on media in the
developing countries are development, social resipoity, national integration and
education. (cited in Albert L. Hester and Wai LahoJ1987:23-43).

Another study, conducted by James C.Lange (198dn&ed the relationship between
the degree of countries’ development and the inapodg of news factors. Lange
hypothesized that there is a strong relationshigvéen degree of development (of a

nation) and the news factors.

Study in this regard indicates newspapers of dguatpcountries (especially African)
published significantly more (domestic) news swrigvith “direct exhortation”,
“orientation toward the future”, “positive evaluati’, “involvement of elites”,

“personalization” and so forth than the more depetbcountrieswWWw.allacadamic.com

Accuracy, relative interest and importance of tea/s items to readers are more within
the bounds of selecting that reporters and eddamrqualified to make. Moreover, some
of the criteria for news value are timeliness, mmoty, prominence, conflict,

guencequences and human interest. Some scholatise ather side, say definitions of
news values have been modified in recent yearsahys to the benefit of the news

audience.



Graeme Burton asserts that there is an extent tohwgeople hear what they want to
hear, and get the news operations that they de¢Buowton: 274). Helen, on the other
hand, states though news editors must take thelieace into consideration, it has a

danger.

A journalist who panders too much to the audiendeemd up leaving out stories that
would inform and challenge and using only thosé teaforce the audience’s world-
view. (Helen: 2006: 25).

Joseph R. Dominick(1999) states that the processletting what news is worthy is not
an exact science. According to him, in addition tte traditional elements that
characterizes news worthy events, tradition, teldgyyp organizational policy, and,

increasingly, economics are important in formingveaealues.

Economics plays a large role. First, some stor@st more to cover than
others. It is cheaper to send a reporter or a Gm@w that city council
meeting than to assign a team of reporters to tigats city council
corruption. Some news operations might not be mgltio pay the price for
such a story. Or, conversely, after spending alagn of money pursuing a
story, the news organization might run it, even lifad little traditional news
value, simply to justify its cost to managemenbdsgph R. Dominick: 1999,
p.353).

The vitality of researching what news journalistsd selected overtime should be taken
as an indispensable issue for the media researtkeng into consideration since there is
little or no study that indicates what kinds of meare dominant in the Ethiopian Herald
and the Daily Monitor newspapers and why? In otlerds, this study looks at ‘what
news published on the two newspapers? Why? Evenr,nidries to examine the factors

(or criterion) the newspapers used to select ceaaents for publication.



1.3 Objective of the Study

The major objective of the study is examining whetvs journalists in the Ethiopian
Herald and Daily Monitor newspapers have selectegtitone. Why they select certain
news? And what criterion do they use to select@uadish news are also the objectives

of this study.

1.4 Research Questions

The study aimed to answer questions like:

1. What news topic editors in the newspapers havetsel@ver time?
2. What is it about a certain story that provideshietter rating than other news?
3. To what extent the factors (or values) for selectid a news event implemented

(exercised) in the private and state-owned newspape

1.5 Significance of the Study

In addition to raising new question with regarchews selection, the significance of this
study is mainly focus on indicating what news jalists in the Ethiopian daily English

newspapers have selected overtime. It is indisf@$a addressing what kinds of news
published as worth reporting and on what basishég selected. Sorting out the factors
that influence news selection in the subjects efgtudy is the other significance of the
study. Moreover, the research’s finding will givesightful reflection to the subjects (The

Ethiopian Herald and The Daily Monitor) in regaodtheir news selection.



1.7 Scope of the Study

The study focuses only on the daily English newspam the country. It is limited to the
news events that published on the Ethiopian Heaaltithe Daily Monitors newspapers.
Both newspapers are the only English dailies inidpih. Commentary, features,

editorial, articles, and entertainment are not pathe study.

1.8Methodology of the Study

The methodology of the researcher’s analysis lange part qualitative supplemented by
guantitative method. The acceptance of this methad great relevance to the study as
the goal is to examine what news journalists inrtbe/spapers have selected and why?
The study used news published in the seven isstigdBeonewspapers as a sample.
November and October 2009 are the months selectedh& study period. Content

analyses of the news items that published on tleeteel papers will be considered as one

means important of data collection.

Editors are the last ‘gatekeepers’ who engageceaidthg what news must and mustn’t
on the pages of their newspapers. Individual ireptld interview with the editors of the
selected news papers will also be part of the nuetlogy. In addition to the news items
in the newspapers documents are also procuredhéostudy. Both the privately owned
the Daily Monitor and the state owned the Ethiopimald are the subjects of the study.



Chapter Two
2 Literature Review

2.1 What is News?

The word ‘News’ driven from the Latin terrmovd meaning ‘new things’. Sarah
Niblock (cited in Keeble: 2005:75) asserts thet finsee letters spell out the freshness and

originality that underline all accounts of news thaness.

Burton (2005) enumerates there may be an assuntp@bithe term ‘news’ as it refers to
certain media material, is generally understood ageted. If something is in the news
then it is assumed to be the subject matter of rdaity papers and broadcast news

programs (p.275). News mainly relay on its newrtesonsider it as worth report.

Several scholars define news in different ways. ele@r, most of them manifested same
idea on the availability of some criteria for calesing a particular event as news. Being
new, fresh and not known are the most common ustlien mentioned in a number of

definitions of news.

In retail terms, news has a short shelf life. Noghis as old as yesterday’s news (Herbert
Strentz: 38). News provides information about ese¢hat are new and fresh. However,
(Howard Tumber: 2008) requiting news with everydkof freshly acquired information
does more to be cloud than to clarify what is didive about the information published
as news (p.32). News also defined based on thelyvigsed theory for news that has
always revolved around anecdotes that are litetlyordinary routine. “It's if a man
bites a dog’ than the reverse that a story wouks @ news worthy” (Tizta 2008:11).
But beyond this anecdote, answering questions Vike& was the man’, ‘who was the
dog’ in general ‘who bit whom?’ play indispensaliée in making the story important to
report. These questions “form a scale of news valoe recall another well known
maxim of journalism ‘names make news’; rather tleanstituting definition of news”.
(Bernard Reschco cited in Howard: 2008). For instarf unknown man nibbled on a

nameless canine as Bernard Reschco note, it “migte a paragraph”. If such



phenomenon was performed by a mental institutiovilino be reported at all. However,
if one of these two individuals bit a notable ddige occurrence would blossom in
important as news. Similarly, “when a notable huntike president Lyndon Johnson,
merely pulled his dog’'s ears on the White housen|ativat act made the front pages”
(ibid: 32).

Evenmore, “sometimes * dog bites man’ stories &e deemed news worthy enough for
selection, usually because there are additionaéfadnvolved, may be it is the unusual,
not to say horrific, nature of the attack itsel§ am: DOG BITES OFF MAN’'S
GENITALS (Guardian Sep 2, 2000); (cited in Jalism Principles and Practice: Tony
Harcup: 2006: 34).

Other definitions put words to manifest what newisGillion, BBC reporter, says it is
“extra ordinary, interesting and not known.” Forléte Session it is not only not known,
news is, according her, also something that ond fbegotten, or did not understand”.
She claims news fulfils fundamental human needeepkup with the latest gossip and
important events. (Helen 2006: XIV).

News which considered as information and understgsdabout people and event are
shared items and “gathered form a range of soul¢e=en: 2006). It provides us certain
kind of understanding how the world is. Often thared information is expected to say

something new for the audience and must interestth

News is what we do not know yesterday. In otherdspas mentioned in detail at the
early of this chapter, the story one peruses maistdw, but it must involve, at the same
time, “the best and most complete facts you caainland you must be able to vouch for

their accuracy”. (Geoffrey Harris and David Sp&®01: 5).”

Apart from this, some scholars provide great emights the concentration of media
ownership as an indispensable matter. Curran (1€9@ news become news because the
owners of the news producing organization say (Bisb Franklin et al: 164) people’s

understanding of what is news story is “ideologioélection” (Burton).



Burton asserts that versions of news can be diffeard yet at the severe time similar in
some respects. There are consistent discourseglaealbgical treads that run through
different version of news. For instance, deaths asnsequence of act of terrorism are
usually magnified in news reports-certainly by camgon with the greater number of
people who are killed on the roads every year.ofemm, which threatens the state, is

higher up the ideological agenda (Burton: 276).

Besides, scholars considered news as ‘construetddiyr in order to indicate it's bound-
up with “social reality”. This mean, in the otheoms, news shares certain set of views

that seems real and true to the society.

In various parts of the world, in a particular tintgfferent phenomenon created
(occurred) that disseminated as news. These ceufdund “anywhere in a news paper’'s
circulation area and occasionally outside of itmywvahere where anything worth of
remark is happening. But it has to be organizedsymd, checked and written up in a
way that makes it readable and attractive to tlaeless (Geoffrey Harries and David
Spark: 2001:7). Sarah notes that news need to feamrticular readable order and
language that makes it both informative and intergs (cited in Keeble: 2005:75)

Earlier people had been used difficult means taesimews in their particular groups.
Helen (2006) explains that since the earliest timpesple have shared news and desired
that its tellers be accurate and entertaining. Ruehe course of time, the delivery of

news to innumerous audience in various part ofiwbed become fast than before.

Astonishingly, in the information age because @& #rrival of modern technology, a
particular news story covers large number of aumgecipients in few minutes. Helen
say news is being shared as never before, with teelanology ensuring that breaking

stories can travel around the world in second. §2@).

However, the advancement in the technology didchange the fundamental (intrinsic)
nature of news. “but it did enlarge the qualitynefvs that is collected and, disseminated,
speed the pace at which it is transmitted, andeseadiverse means of presenting it to the
public’(Howard Tumber: 1999:33Rather, it affects the news reporting both natignal



and internationally. Pavlik (2001: 291) refers, fiostance, the advantages of digitalized

news rooms;
£ increased efficiency;
+ Qreater productivity;
+ enhanced creativity;
+ greater accuracy and range to cover; and
+ fully searchable digital archives/News libraries2@i).

News that disseminated to the large audience nective adequate materials from
various sources. Sources from different directistnsngthen the reliability of news story.
Burton affirms any given news topic with in any repaper is likely to be supported (in

the mind of the reader) by material on the sametagquired from other sources.

It (news) “is a constructed version of its sourcatenal. It is a kind of narrative. It's a
media representation. It is a selective versioor@final events, utterances and behaviors.
News like all public documents is a constructedlityegossessing its own internal
validity (Tuchman cited in Burton: 2005: 277).

2.2 Soft and Hard News

News can be categorized in to soft news and hang.neike the latter one the former
type of news “also fit news values. They represemsiocial world and celebrity-dom”
(Grame Burton: 2004). Soft stories that “is fuiillend of things with the focus on
celebrities and light weight stories,” (Keeble:2088) do not have a direct impact upon
people’s lives, especially, as Bob Franklin et28lq7) say, in a way that a tax increase or

a change of government will, but they do provokeation in the audience.

News about established public figures (celebritige¥sip, and dramatic new footage can
be considered as soft news. “These are all aboahaoing tendency in news to want to
entertain, to dramatize, and to attract readersaadiences” (Burton: 2004:278). In brief,

soft story “concerns human foibles” (Bob Franklirak 2007: 247).



On the other side, hard news that Wheeler considesdhe bread and butter of the paper
and involves important stories that affect peoplés’( cited in Keeble:2005: 84) mainly
deals with weighty political and social matterss fnew information about significant
events or ideas. It concentrates on the factuaildetdf what has happened or what has
been said” (Helen Session: 2006: 24). Hard newsbeaconsidered as stories that need
immediate reportage on the front page of a newsp@pecoverage in the electronics

media) and provide to the audiences the informahanthey intended to have.

Hard news strongly requires the criterion for nevesthy than the soft news does. News
values like immediacy, negativity, conflict, proxtgnand unexpectedness are highly
indispensable in hard news. Bob Franklin (20@))ortance, significance, relevance and
immediacy also play their part and generally, therenimportant, significant, relevant
and immediate something, the better the story aedstronger its claim to being hard

news.”

Berkowitz used Tuchman’s statement to indicate withat kinds of happenings does
hard news mainly deals. “Hard news concerns evauitntially available to analysis or
interpretation and consists of ‘factual presentatio of events deemed news
worthy.”(Berkowitz: 1997: 176).

2.3 News Selection

Any media in a particular time receives numerougsevents from different source, for
instance, through wire service, correspondentsoftefs) or mass of news releases. And
no media, at the same time, is capable of disseémgqégorinting) all the events available
to it. As Tony Harcup point out Hall's statemer@f‘the millions of events which occur
daily in the world, only a tiny proportion eventdomes visible as potential news
stories.” (Harcup:2006: 32).

In addition to this “every one who has a role taypin the editorial production of news,
whether for magazines or newspapers,” notes Satiblodk in Print Journalism: a
Critical Introduction edited by Richard Keeble (3004) “must acquire a strong sense of
the type of stories their publication thrives updn. such circumstance, media

organizations select news that fit the news vatuesvents that satisfy the requirements



of news worthiness and the rest will be neglectiedpped). Paul Manning (2001) asserts
the ‘bigger’ the story the more likely it is to h@cked up and selected by news
organizations (p: 61).

People provide different views in regard to newsa®n. While some say news that fit
for publication must be considered as a resulhefrtews value they have, others agreed
with the view manifesting the journalists experierand knowledge as a major criteria
for news selection. Paul Manning used Lang and 1sa(tP55) note to emphasis the
latter statement. Stories are frequently selectedalise they can be fitted into the
‘inferential frame works’ which experienced jouriséd have already acquired in the
course of their work. (Paul Manning: 2001:61).

On the other hand, Sarah Niblock’s statement meggnthe relevance of news value as
indispensable criterion “to ensure the continueddability and credibility of their
(journalists) publication. ( cited in Keeble: 2005).

Stories to be considered as news worthy they maistfy the requirements of news
judgment like timeliness (immediacy), meaningfubegrelevance), unexpected,
consonance, and the like designed by Galtung arge Ruee decades ago. Using as a
reference to these values (and the others whidhnvehtioned below), other writers try

to improve the values.

2.4 News Values

Deciding what makes event newsworthy is not antes@ence. But it also should not be
decided as a matter of predestination or fate. maust not also be perceived as what
numerous individuals maintain that news decisiome&® only through experience. It is
still controversial to consensus on the values nemust suffice “because usually
journalists relay on instinct rather than logicblih Sergeant cited in Tony Harcup:
2001:226). To emphasis this idea Lanson and Stephantheir book, Writing and

Reporting the News, note that most journalists také& news sense for granted (2008:6).

Others also say news is what the news editor daiss This situation obliges many

journalists to become subjective in selecting teesworthy from several happenings or



events that they receive at a time. As Helen Sis&006) writes in Practical Journalism,
all events can be given a news value, althougheimsnrooms across the land precisely
what news value a story merits can lead to sométypteeated arguments (p:24).
However, in 1965 Swedish Sociologists Johan Galtang Mari Ruge suggested
criterion that journalists necessary employ to @bersa particular event as news worthy.
Harcup et al(2001) assert that these ground rules may not béeemidown or codified
by news organizations, but they exist in daily pcss and in knowledge gained on the
job (p: 173).

In several cases news considered as being abontsewethings and people involving
factors like frequency or time span, human interpsiximity, continuity, elite person,
size, negativity and unexpectedness.

Moreover, Burton (2005) states the work of Herlégréins (1980), in which he identifies
news as being defined in its composition by:

+ actors’ who are likely to be known already;

+ predictable ‘activities’ such as crime, protestdagovernment decisions;
+ either divisions or examples of unity on the naton society;

+ domestic themes which related to foreign news.

According to Anna McKane (2006) if a story does fibat least some of the criteria on

the list, it probably is not news. Johan Galtund Btari Ruge drawn up the news values
and Anna rearranged those values in three grodpsNéws values that relate to the
occurrence of the event (the when and where fomele); (2) values that are about the
nature of the event itself, that is what eventscanesidered news worthy; and (3) values
which might be said to be about the treatment ef éhents (2006:2). Of the several
everyday happenings in the world, the events thHillfmore criteria take the great

importance to be considered as news worthy.



2.4.1 Values Relating to the Occurrence of an Event

Timeliness

This term involves values like frequency, which meéhow close a story happens to the
moment of publication” (Sarah Niblock cited in Ké=b2005:76), immediacy and

recency. Of the entire criterion, timeliness prizedthe most fundamental and crucial
value which determines the publication of an evd#rnard Roshco used Tamotsu
Shibutani’'s note to indicate the relevance of immeyg and says since news has
immediate relevance to action that is already umdgr it is perishable. This suggests

that news is not merely something new; it is infation that is timely (p: 34).

Searching for a fresh and timely event must benthan duty of reporters. This aspect of
the story, according to Lanson and Stephens is kremsva second-day angleThere is

an exception, scholars note, in relation to recaary that (recency) is when information
become available now about something that happamnedile ago. This means, the term
recency implies the “recent disclosure of storiather than their occurrence.” “Thus,
insiders’ old information becomes news to succesdgilarger publics, as a story moves

from specialized to more popular news media” (BetriRoshco:34).

Threshold

It is the correlative of ‘impact’ or ‘affect’ thatvents have on the readers. Threshold
indicates the ‘scale of the event’ (Anna McKaneQ@)0 It deals with what impact news
has on readers. People provide more attention ltbicaband economic stories “because
their frequencies have a profound impact on ouesli{Jerry Lanson and Mitchell
Stephens: 2008:7).

Sarah (cited in Keeble: 2005:77) divided impactdrtwo, namely: ‘scale’ means news
events contain high figures, like death tolls, medncies or money; and ‘impression’
depicts stories that may not involve huge figunesnfbers) but may obtain ‘readers’

strong emotional response.



2.4.2 Values Relating to the Nature of an Event

Unexpectedness

Events that seem unlikely are more valuable to diesidered as news worthy. Anna
McKane (2006:3) notes if really good things happerpeople unexpectedly then that

does make big news.
Elite Persons

Well known people or celebrities obtain great attenby the media. Events relating with
them or performed by them receive wide media c@eiaecause people tend to read

stories about prominent or public figures.
Elite Nations

Usually readers or audiences seek to receive stabeut events occurred or performed
in elite nations. Events that happened in thege erltions may have influences on many
countries in politics, economy and finance. “Morews stories will be written about
political developments in elite nations, particlyatUSA, because the political

developments of these nations affect us all (Antc& ahe: 2006:4).

Negativity

This term is synonyms with bad news. It perceiveat people are interested in bad news.
They tend (seek) more to read about bad or negatieats like earthquake, coups and
murders. Every journalist mostly likes to searchaia kinds of news because they have
great value in grabbing the attention of their eadPamela J. Shoemaker and Akiba A.
Cohen provides Wiskins and Petterson’s (1987) st note that, to a journalists, the
best news story is someone else’s disaster. Thimnforced by the prevailing audience
opinion that the media prefer bad news to good newd indeed the news is filled with

scandals, conflict, crime, and disasters (p:11).



Continuity

Stories that obtain continuous media coverage &ysar long time have great value to
consider as worthy. Once they have been covereg,ribed to be covered some more.
“A big story will remain in the news for days or &kes.” (Sarah Niblock cited in Keeble:
2005: 76).

Unambiguity

Clearly understood stories are likely to be coveMelws should be free from ambiguity
and should also speak or write about a particulanein a clear manner. Anna states the
theory is that sudden dramatic events are mordylikee be covered than a lengthy

argument about policy changes (2006: 4).
Meaningfulness

People intend to read news about people like tl&attung and Ruge assert journalists
search for events that are ‘meaningful’ and ‘oévaince’. News that culturally distant are
less news worthy since people mostly like to reémries about events that are
‘meaningful’ and ‘relevant’ to them. This value calso be termed as proximity, means
people like to read news closer to them. It intsrésem, the event about people and
place they know. “All other things being equal, ttieser the news is, the bigger it is.
(Lanson and Stephens: 2008:10).

Consonance

Consonance means the build-up to an expected ¢€8anah Niblock cited in Keeble:
2005:76). Paul (2001) notes journalists are guideithe selection process by a ‘mental
pre-image’ of what is likely to happen. (p.62). Hawer, writers like Anna McKane say
this value implies contradiction with the critetiaexpectedness. She asserts consonance
seems “almost opposite of the ‘unexpectednessgoage(p.5). To agree consonance and
unexpectedness, Paul used Galtung and Ruge’s hatesays events have to be
“unexpected but within the meaningful and consonsmtbecome news worthy”.
(2001:63).



2.4.3 Values Relating to the Treatment of News
Composition

Compositions deals with selection of a story in @ywhat helps to balance the other
stories. Anna affirms that stories get into the sdor all the reasons in this list, but they
also get in to give a balance. If a newspaper cowee grisly murder trial in detail, it

might cover another one in rather less detail (2806

Personalization

People deserve news that appeals directly to #raotions. Stories with human focus
have important value. Seeing stories in terms opfgemaximizes the news worthiness

of an event. The personalization in a story is §ymapway of illustrating that story.

Exclusivity

News that is exclusive to a particular newspapeeives great value. Media provides
priority to news which they perceive “that no rivdlave got” (Anna: 2006). Exclusive
stories receive maximum prominence taking to pyao disseminate a story is ‘highly
celebrated’ (Sarah: 2005).

Conflict

“News loves arguments, debates, charges, counteges and all out fights” (Lanson
and Stephens: 2008), Situations that involve confiind disagreement are frequently
overlooked accounts of newspapers. A great deailewis is related to the conflict.
Roshco believes that regardless of the socialipallitvalues of individual journalists,
conflict and crises are the main ingredients ohfipage stories in the press rather than

ones of friendship and success BerrRoghco :4).

Apart from this, Jack Lule in his studjéws Values of Three Worldsted in Hester and

J.To, (1987: 23-43) notes that news values mandgeam be categorized in to the
accepted political and economic slots of the dgualp and the developed countries. In
regard to the developing countries’ news valuede Isays, as the developing countries

began to break free from colonial domination, neakies become even more diverse.



These countries established their own press systgtns/alues appropriate to their own

lands and people.
2.5 News Values in the Developing Countries

Developing countries’ news values are “broad andeda (Lule: 1987). News values
which considered as dominant in the developing treas are development, social

responsibility, national integration and education.

1. Development for several developing countries development is idant news
factor. Development (Lule: 1987) is a primary nex@Ble in these countries. News is
progress. News is growth. News is new dams, newdibgs, new roads and new
countries (p.40). Development reports obtain wideecage in the developing

countries’ media.

2. Social Responsibility:news is responsible. Although this value probalaidé
sway through out all worlds, with in the fragilewttures of developing countries,
responsible news is considered imperative (Lul&7)9In the developing countries
news are expected to strengthen the solidaritynbay and integrity of a state and

its public. News must provide information that pates social responsibility.

3. National Integration: this value is the logical extension of developmeate
socially responsible journalists by concentratingtbe achievements of a nation,
news might serve as a stimulus to national price @mty. For embryonic nations
(and for new governments that want to hold on twegy), such pride and unity is
invaluable (ibid: 1987).

4, Education: In the developing countries, news teaches. Newsuicts. News can

be used to pass on knowledge of health care, tmadriculture work, and to spread

cultural works. In rural villages, where one radiught be the sole source of



communication with the country at large, such uséhe media seems a necessary
(ibid: 1987).

2.6 Theoretical Framework

Communication scholars have been addressing théestign (the question of news
selection) from very different theoretical perspexs, applying a wide variety of social
research method to answer it. But also there aieuwsamodels identifying a multitude of
influences on news decisions, a theory capableadtly predicting the news selection of

tomorrow’s newspaper and news programs is stilsimgs (WWW.allacadamic.coin

The ‘gatekeeper’ (Lewin, 1947; White, 1950; Wested MacLean, 1955) model is the
most popular theory explaining the selection of sielthe term ‘gatekeeper’ indicates
“an individual who filters out and disregards unteah uninteresting and/or unimportant
information or stories and attends to informatidmmre import.” (Bob Franklin et al.
2007: 92).

‘Gatekeeping’ is one of the media’s central rolepublic life: people rely on mediators

to transform information about billions of eventdd a manageable number of media
message. This process determines not only whidnrdtion is selected, but also what
the content and nature of messages, such as néWisewGatekeeping theory describes
the powerful process through which events are @a/éy the mass media, explaining
how and why certain information either passes thinogates or is closed off from media
attention (Pamela J. Shoemaker and Timothy Vos9R00

David M. White notes “Dr Lewin pointed out that thraveling of a news item through
certain communication channels was dependent ofattehat certain areas with in the
channels functioned as ‘gates’. Carrying the analGgther, Lewin said that gate
sections are governed either by impartial rulegyatekeepers’, and in the latter case on
individual or group is ‘in power’ for making the clsion between ‘in’ or ‘out’ (David M.
White:1950).

The study employees the ‘gatekeeping’ model toassa theory. News event (White: 67)

is transmitted from one ‘gatekeeper’ after anotimethe chain of communication. It



passed through several gates. White states thet feporter to rewrite men, through
bureau chief to ‘state’ files editors at variougg® association offices, the process of
choosing and discarding is continuously taking @lék950). In this way a story, finally,
come to the desk of “last ‘gate keeper’ ” (Whit&50). Often the ‘gatekeeper’ at this
stage is the editor. The study examines what nbesdatekeeper’ of the newspapers:
namely The Ethiopian Herald and The Daily Monitwaye selected over time.

It is the duty of these editors to decide whethstaay to be published or rejected. The
‘gatekeepers’ receive mass of news stories to tsitan for their daily issues. The news
events come from different sources like nationalsragencies, assigned reporters, news
releases and other media.

The process of gatekeeping has complex nature. ngl@@ notes the individual

gatekeeper has likes and dislikes, ideas aboutn#tere of his or her job, ways of
thinking about a problem, preferred decision-maksttategies, and values that all
impinge on the decision to reject or select (andpsh a message (sited in Howard
Tumber: 1999:75). However, gatekeepers need toperthese tasks taking into account

the frame work of communication routines in theganizations.

Similar with the idea White used to describe thek taf his subject, in many respects, the
subjects of this study (the editors of The Ethidgexald and The Daily Monitor) are the
most important ‘gatekeepers’ of all, for if theyghect a news the work of all those who
preceded them in reporting and transmitting thesmsarejected. A story can be thrown
at the earlier ‘gates’ before it reaches to theoedHowever, once a story passed all the
‘gates’ at the preceding stapes to the editor'« diess obvious that this editor is faced
with an extremely complicated set of decisions ekenregarding the limited number of
stories he can use (White: 1950).”

Criticism: (Shoemaker: 1991) although the gatekeeping titezacovers nearly fifty
years and scores of studies, more can be donee Hnersome criticisms raised on the
‘gatekeeping’ theory (Bob Franklin et al:2007:92)stf although the metaphor of a
gatekeeper is an interesting one, it lacks clatftyg number of stages. For example: what
kind of story passes through the gate? What kinstafy does not pass through the gate?



By way of deduction, what parameters does the gafs use to distinguish the two?
And perhaps most importantly, do these parameteage? Second. The metaphor
seems to suggest a binary opposition between ggleahd acceptance which glosses
over the complexities of the situation. News is siatply selected, but rather constructed
through a complex set of interactions between teporand sources, reporter and sub-
editor/editor and proprietor, newspaper and au@iemonsumer all with in a socio-
economic context (Bob Franklin et al:2007).

Shoemaker sorted out nine directions for futuredywtdhat could address many
unanswered questions in relation to ‘gatekeepingdeh



Chapter Three
1 Research Methodology

3.1 Methodology

The methodology of the researcher’s analysis large part qualitative supplemented by
guantitative method. During the analysis, the redea examined closely what news
editors of the two newspapers have selected overtising the news items from the
newspapers published in the particular study pefideed, the researcher also tried to
look why they select certain news? What valuesh#oHthiopian Herald and the Daily

Monitor editors used to select news for publicaiimtheir newspapers?

While the qualitative method involves analysis lo¢ individual in-depth interview and
document, the quantitative had been employed ttyzm¢éhe news items in terms of their
news topics, location and source. It was necedbaty after categorizing the news using
guantitative approach, the qualitative analysisl wake the position to explain and
describe based on the results. The chronologicderorof the approaches was

indispensable to create an interrelationship antbeglata collection methods.
Data Instruments

The research tools that become a means of coldedtita for the study were primary and
secondary sources. The rational for choosing botiices is ample sources of evidence
essentially rated more highly to insure the quaityl credibility of the study. The most

important advantage presented by using multiplecgsuof evidence is the development

of converging lines of inquiry. (Robert K. Yin: 281@8).

The news items which collected for analysis fronthbmewspapers that published in the
particular study period were used as researchumsint of the secondary data. Stories
published on the study period were analyzed inroi@@xamine what kind of news are
dominant in the newspapers and why the ‘gatekeepetsct certain news as worthy
reporting to publish, and the criterion for thees#ion was also discussed. The editorial



policies of the Ethiopian Herald and the Daily Moniwere also part of the secondary
source to gather information from. To enrich théadgathering method, interview was
indispensable instrument. It (Rubin et al: 2005) t® combined with other research

techniques to confirm or explain the research tesul

The study procured primary data from an individumatlepth interview with the editors,

who are the last ‘gatekeepers’ of the newspapers) the media houses.
3.22 Documents

The documentary analysis used to supplement tliepiia interview. The newspapers’
news reports, policy documents and other relatadiet were procured as pertinent

documents to enrich the quality of the study.

According to Michael Bloor and Fiona Wood (2006:58wspapers reports have been a
key source of data for researchers working witlurpalism and media studies. [. . . ]
Researchers may analyze official documents and rtepproduced by national
government or official documents produced at tlwallor institutional level. (p.58)

To ensure the quality of documentary methods tlsearher used the four criterion
suggested by Bloor and Wood (2006). They say theditya of any document is

dependent on the four criteria: authenticity (ie #hocument original and genuine?),
credibility (is it accurate?), representativenasst(typical of its kind?), and meaning (is

its intention clear?). (p.59)
3.2.2 An Individual In-depth Interview

The choice of this technique for collecting datanmportant in it self for insuring the
quality of the information. Interview (Rubin et &005) can be more in-depth. Such
intensive interviews are used as qualitative teqpimiby which we can gather information
for several research methods (p.229). After thdyaisaof what news editors of the
newspapers have been selected in the sampled,ifisa@ssearcher conducts an in-depth
individual interview with the editors of the newggas. Those editors are the last

‘gatekeepers’ who decide what news items must anst mot be on the pages of their



papers. The interview have semi-structured nafreparing some list of questions that
used to stay focused on the desired subject malitieing the interview, the researcher
tried to raise several follow-up questions to thd@aes to dig out detailed and thorough

information.
3.2.3 Content Analysis

The study employed the qualitative and quantitatiostent analysis, for as Newbold et
al. (2002) (cited in Jim Macnamara: 2006) note thatntitative content analysis “has not
been able to capture the context with in which @iméext become meaningful” (84) and

advocate attention to qualitative approach as @ll(Jim Macnamara: 2006).

The researcher preferred the dichotomy approacH, ke believes using only the
guantitative content analysis could not indicate dlesired result because (Newbold et al.
:2006) it would be too simplistic to base decisionghis regard on mere figures obtained
from a statistical content analysis. (cited in Macnamara: 2006:5). And, on the other
hand, (Matt Mogekwu: cited in Festus Eribo and Emahjong: 2002) mere folk wisdom

can no longer satisfy the quest for knowledge (123)

Since the research questions and hypothesis osttidy need more analysis beyond
counting and recording what news editors have taleavertime. “So a combination of
the two seems to be the ideal approach.” (Jim Maana: 2006:6). Shoemaker and
Reese (1996) further note: “Reducing large amodinext to quantitative data [. . . .]
does not provide a complete picture of meaning @mextual codes, since texts may
contain many other forms of emphasis besides shepetition.” (32) (cited in
Macnamara: 2006: 5).

Following to the categorization of the 594 newsniein terms of their content (topic),
location (proximity) and source in a quantitativentent analysis, the qualitative version

of the content analysis existed to explain and m@sdn detail.

Hansel et al. (1998), Shoemaker and Reese (1996)thers cited, that a combination of
guantitative and qualitative content analysis afféte best of both worlds and, further,

that a combination of quantitative and qualitats@ntent analysis methodologies is



necessary to fully understand the meanings asdilple impact of media texts. (ibid:
2006:6).

3.3Subjects of the study

The study was conducted in the two English newggagdde Ethiopian Herald and The
Daily Monitor. Both newspapers are the only Englishly newspapers in the country.
The newspapers selected because of their frequesizg, experience, ownership

structure, editorial policies and news angles.

Frequency. The Ethiopian Herald and The Daily Monitors arelydaiewspapers. Both

are the only daily English newspapers in the cquntr

Size and circulation The Ethiopian Herald which devotes more space éarsncontents

(Tizeta: 2008) 34 to over 40 news items per issua aaily basis. It is also the only
broadsheet English paper in Ethiopia. It has autatng of from 9000 to 11,000 (Mass
Media Profile in Ethiopia). The Ethiopian Heraldveos almost the entire country. On the
other hand, The Daily Monitor which has more thd0@ circulation on its daily basis is
a tabloid newspaper. It provides large coveragether news. According to Ethiopian
mass-media profile, the Ethiopian Herald has ativelly wide readership among

members of the foreign community and Ethiopianliettuals

Experience Established in 1943, the Ethiopian Herald is ohehe oldest surviving
news papers in Ethiopia. The Daily Monitor whichrgtd circulating as a weekly English
paper was established in 1994. It could be consttlas the only private daily paper that

survives for the last sixteen years.

Ownership Structure: the Ethiopian Herald which is state-owned newspdyas never
been known to be far from the federal governmenpublished by the Ethiopian Press
Agency. The privately owned daily English paper Da&ly Monitor is owned by the
Monitor plc.

Editorial Policy and News Angle since both newspapers are published by two eiffier

organizations, their editorial policies are intetide manifest the interest of the owners.



The newspapers also create different news angtethéosame story according to their

interests and policies.
3.4 Coding

The coding for the news items was, primarily, redalythe news topics that indicates the
main focus of the news items. Indeed, the researabed Charles Okigbo et al's coding
scheme for the news items as model. The coding lveged on news topics, news

location and news sources. The categorizing ohéves items is more of quantitative
3.4.1 News Topics

Totally eleven news topics that indicate the footishe individual news items will be
listed. Then, news event that belong to one of thpcs was categorize under that
particular topic, for instance, if a news item dehdnformation about economy it

classified under the economy category.
3.4.2 News Location (Proximity)

To indicate the places where the news items toaekeplthe researcher categorizes the
news events in terms of their location. The redearéound applicable categorizing the
news in their location to examine the proximitytioé stories, for proximity considered as
one major value for deciding the praiseworthinesa particular news event. The three
classifications that show the location of news évere national, continental (African)

and international.
3.4.3News Sources

The news events that published on the EthiopialHeawrad the Daily Monitor newspapers
come from more than one source. Categorizing tesrstories in terms of their sources
was important to examine the influence of sourgcedhe news selection. The staff
reporters, international agencies (Reuters and BB&ghal news agencies (ENA and
WIC) and ‘Others’ were the categories used for phigpose. News sources that included

under the others category are listed on the apperatjes.



3.4.4 Unit of Analysis

According to Danielson, before content analysis lsagan the basic coding unit must be
established. This is the smallest division or segnoé the content which is to receive a
score. The news items come through various sourkesassigned reporters, news
agencies (national and international), news retbasel other media (international and

national) were the unit of analysis.
3.5 Sampling

The sampling scheme the researcher used for thepagesrs issues was adapted from
Shoemaker and Cohen (2006:24) for use here. Sjasith a Tuesday, seven newspaper
issues based on a composite week of newspapemteveee collected that is Tuesday of
the first week, Wednesday of the second week, Hayrsf the third week and so forth.
If the newspaper was not published on a partioukekday, then the next available issue
following that day was collected. For example, Hikiopian Herald is not published on
Monday (that had been selected as part of the ceitepaveek), then the following
Tuesday was selected. The rational for this detisias that Monday’s news would

logically appear in the Tuesday newspaper (24).

Table 1 shows a study period for sampling of tbespapers.

The Ethiopian Herald and The Daily Mon
1 | March 3,200 Tuesda
2 | March 11,200¢ Wednesda
3 | March 19, 200 Thursda
4 | March 27,200¢ Friday
5 | April 4,200¢ Saturda
6 | April12,2009 Sunda
7 | April21,200¢ Tuesda




Chapter Four

4.1 Analysis and Discussions

As it mentioned in the previous chapter, the anslys, in large part, qualitative

supplemented by qualitative method. It mainly retapresenting the data in a qualitative
approach. Presenting data primarily using figusesignificant to provide meaningful and
reliable analysis. It plays indispensable role fmore meaningful and effective

explanation. Explanations and descriptions willrhere reliable if they supported by
numbers. The statistical details help as measumbtiences to prove the finding of the
study.

In this chapter, some numerical data illustratadgitables. Coding the sampled stores in
terms of their topic, location (proximity) and soergrants concrete insight to know for
what kind of stories the Ethiopian Herald and thelypMonitor newspapers give much

of their spaces. Once the researcher identifiea¢hes contents which obtain wide space
in the newspapers, he tries to examine the ratibehind the selection of certain news

story and values used to decide their newswortkines
4.1.1 News Topic

At the same time, like in any other media house, Hthiopian Herald and the Daily
Monitor receive avalanche of stories from varioasrses. It is the day-to-day activity of
the last ‘gatekeepers’, the editors, to selectagemews for publication, rejecting the
majority overwhelming of news items. What news @ditof these two newspapers have
selected overtime is the primary question thatidr@ssed in the study. Looking the news
values for selecting stories for publication ankeotfactors that affect the selection are
also part of this chapter.

To be acquainted with what news topics are domimarthe newspapers, total of 594
news items were selected from both newspapers.Efhiepian Herald and the Daily
Monitor contain around 30 and 48 news items reggaygt on their daily basis. The

Ethiopian Herald dedicated most of its space taewroc activities (42.6%) followed by



politics (22.86%) (news topics that fall under theategories are listed on the appendix
pages). On the other hand, politics (28.57%) amattspews (24.25%) are the most

prominent news topics of the Daily Monitor.

Tablel.1 shows news topics in the Ethiopian Hesald the Daily Monitor

No.

10

11

12

News topic

Politics

Economic Activities
Education

Health

Environment

Conflict and Disaster
Science and Technology
Art and Entertainment
Gender

Sport

Miscellaneous

Total

TheEthiopian Herald

51

95

12

22

10

8

11

223

%  The Daily Monitor

22.87

42.6

5.38

9.86

4.48

3.58

4.93

1.74

1.35

2.24

0.89

106

46

3

63

14

35

90

371

%

28.57

12.39

0.80

1.61

0.54

16.98

3.77

9.43

24.26

1.61

Including stories with only a single paragraphjoral and international news on politics

are the major dominant contents of the Daily Manitewspaper. Sport news enjoyed the

second largest space.



“Stories about economic activities and developnagatour main concern.
News about local economic and political contenegained as weighty news
ideas” (Mekonen; interview: 2010).

The Ethiopian Herald provides much of its spacetlte development issues that
categorized under the economic activities whicthés fourth important news content of
the Daily Monitor out of the eleven categories. IBmgs, agriculture, tourism, trade,
service and the like are main ingredients of the/mproduct in the Ethiopian Herald
newspaper. In regard to economic coverage, thecypdtates stories that base on
government’s economic development policy, strategg program will have special

focus. (Art.5.2.2.13). Conflict stories which atiee third important news content
(16.98%) for the Daily Monitor found less importdat the Ethiopian Herald with only

(3.58%) of the 220 news. Even the few printed ¢onBitories are international news.
“The Herald is mainly to report stores that priyamvould depict the nation, and the
government by extension, in a favorable light, whdo not require reports containing
controversy...”(Tizita: 2008:89)

Stories about the agriculture section which is \elihood for around 85% of the
population in the country is one of the substani@lvs content in the Ethiopian Herald

while it does not get any coverage in the samplaitlyMonitor newspapers.
4.1.2 News Values

There are some convenient news values which atengetr for both newspapers. They
are interested in the basic and most imperativeegabf a story. The editors considered
them as intrinsic values of their news events. T$tegre the same line of conceptions on
some of the values for deciding the ‘newsworthinegsa certain stories. Mekonen,
editor of the Ethiopian Herald says:

“My decision of which news must be selected as woeporting, from the
mass of stories that come to my desk mainly relyth@nubiquitous news
values like timeliness, prominence, impact and pndy.” (Mekonen;
interview: 2010).



The same is true for Biruk editor of the Daily Mtwmi But these are not the only values
he used to select particular news. Below are samnen®n news values shared by the
editors from the Ethiopian Herald and the Daily Monfor selecting a particular news

event.
4.1.1.1 Timeliness

The newness of a story is the major criteria wlocight to have from the individual
stories to assign them on the pages of the newspaplee editor of the Daily Monitor
which receives much of its news sources from irdgonal news agencies like Reuters

manifests similar view with the ‘up-to-minute’ exgsision.

“We, as much as possible, strive to include imntedistories that we

receive till the last minute for publication” (Bkuinterview: 2010).

Mekonen also prized timeliness as the most intiasid crucial value which determines

the publication of an event.
4.1.1.2 Prominence

It is not unusual that media houses are interestatews about elites. The Ethiopian
Herald editor Mekonen asserts “public figures amal dctivities they perform considered
as worth report.” (Interview: 2010). Usually theted who appear in the stories are
officials and politicians. People who representaiargovernmental position are the most

common prominent figures for the Ethiopian Herald.

The Ethiopian Herald which mainly brings out evemtganized by governmental bodies
and officials used the governmental hierarchy @sdtiteria to decide prominence for
news selection. The higher an official in the goweental hierarchy, the more his or her
activities are of importance. Dejene Tesemma, ediitachief of the Ethiopian Herald
states:

“The mass-media in general cover officials and auities mostly because
these personalities are the newsmakers. And ‘premai@ is one of the

major news values.” (Interview cited in Tizita: B)0



According to the Ethiopian Herald the elite persdro appears in the news most often is
the president. The president is the most promifignte whose routine activities are
deemed news worth. Following the president, hiéiaatly, other federal officials who

have played a central role in the federal goverrirappeared frequently.

In this situation the journalists and the editangws decision is not tiresome, for the
clearly rank-ordered governmental hierarchies makenple. Most of the regional and
city administration officials in the news are adisirator primarily from the larger

regions and cities. The Daily Monitor editor alseeg priority to stories about elites.

Prominent figures receive much focus.

However, not only the officials who considered asnpinent for the two presses,
celebrities who play great role in the social amdtural activities of the country also
receive focus on the newspapers. Both the Ethioplarald and the Daily Monitor
newspapers which published on April 21,2001, fatance, were given their first pages
with illustrations to report the death of Tilahuresgsse under the headlines “Ethiopian
‘music king’ Tilahun passed away” (the Ethiopianréld) and “Tilahun passed away”
(the Daily Monitor).

According to its policy article 5.3.2, priority t@ews events, the Ethiopian Herald used
the below listed rank especially to select news tangive them space (according to their

importance).

1. Federal government’s stands.

n

Major and current decisions, briefings and dutiéshe president and House of
Peoples’ Representatives.

Regional administrations briefings and duties.

The public and private investors’ meaningful ac¢ies.

Political and civil organizations activities.

Current events

N o o bk~ w

And other related news events.



Article 5.2.1.1 of the Ethiopian Herald’s policyas [....] in this regard (the Ethiopian
News Agency) attentively search and report newsraing to their rank from the

federal government and regional administratiorthéopublic.

4.1.1.3 Impact

It is obvious that news must have some impact enréladers (audiences). The effect a
certain story creates on the readers makes it moportant to be selected as
newsworthy. Journalists search for events haviegtgmpact. Stories published in both
newspapers (the Ethiopian Herald and the Daily Mohiseem to fulfill such criteria.
Scale which is correlative of impact termed by 8ardliblock has great role in the
selection of news events. It indicates the sizehef affect news could have on their
readers.

Dejene’s statement goes in line with what SarahaloMis note stated in the review
section. She asserts that ‘scale’ means news egentsin high figures, like death tolls,
redundancies or money; and ‘impression’ depictsiegothat may not involve huge

figures (numbers) but may obtain readers strongiemal response. Dejene says:

“The highest in figure (size) is, the more liketyran on the pages. This could be, for
example, in relation to budget or number of peagpiected by a particular event.”
According to him, if an individual story contairer¢e number in terms of money (budget

allocation) it selected as worth report than theeptmass of news events.

Of the two newspapers the Ethiopian Herald givearamphasis to the local economical
and political stories that have impact on sevendividuals. Both newspapers, at the
same time, provide great attention to the impaetitidividual stories will have on their

readers. As revealed in the review part, readers giore attention to political and

economic stories “because their frequencies hgw®f@aund impact on our lives” (Jerry

Lanson and Mitchell Stephens; 2008:7).

More to the ‘scale’, the Daily Monitor stories alsm@nifest what Sarah call ‘impression’
conveys stories that may not involve huge figurasn{bers) but may obtain ‘readers’
strong emotional response.



Stories with issues which are carried out by théremation and affect it in its interest
and its well-being are worth report on the newspapeéurther, the Ethiopian Herald and
the Daily Monitor’s editors select stories that htigventually affect large numbers of

people.

Though editors in both newspapers consider the éirgma crucial value, unlike the Daily
Monitor, the Ethiopian Herald provides much focostories depicting development and
change that affect numerous people. Stories almmilict, disaster, crisis and the like are
more valuable as a criterion (values) for selecti@gause they affect large group of
people. Such kinds of stories especially which tptdce in Africa obtain more space
(16.98%) on the Daily Monitor newspaper while thengst of the time, neglected in the

Ethiopian Herald newspaper.

As Herbert J Gans notes journalists believe thaplgeought to be interested in important
news because they should be informed citizens, #tbe news does not directly affect
them. Many stories in the Daily Monitor are not essary expected to affect the
Ethiopian readers. News, according to Biruk-edabthe Daily Monitor, even must tell
(inform) readers about an event that affect seveealple elsewhere far from the area
they belong to. Because of certain reason alomendwspaper publishes stories that do

not directly affect the readers.
4.1.1.4 Proximity

The Ethiopian Herald primarily focus on nationalwse(81.56%) (See table 1.2). The
editorial policy of the newspaper states thational news receives much focus on the
newspaper. Space given for the foreign news igdihiln relation to their priority, it will

be given to national news events then to the foragws.(Art.5.3.1.4)

To a degree, foreign news can get in but they &ntexd, as Dejene editor in-chief of the
Ethiopian Herald says “if there are vacant pagesaagesult of the absence of
advertisements, to balance the number of pagesubksh foreign news but our main
concern deals with national news.” (Interview: 2010he Ethiopian Herald even to
select news from out of the country, it used protinas an important value to select
stories.



Table 1.2 shows the location of the news in thespapers

No. Locatior The Ethiopian Hera % The Daily Monito %
1 National 17¢ 81.5¢ 33 11.7¢
2 Continenta 17 7.8¢ 94 33.4t
3 Internationa 23 10.6( 154 54.¢
Total 218 281

The table about location of news does not involyertsnews, for the sport news in the

sampled newspapers are international news.

Having separated pages on the newspaper for thenahtcontinental (African) and
international news, the Daily Monitor provides mofdts news coverage to international
events (54.8%) (See table 1.2) followed by the ioental (African) stories (33.45%).
National news stores are less than half of theigental events. However, though the
national news events are few (in number) on thé dssues of the Daily Monitor, they
are likely to run on the front page often illustdtby pictures. Even from the total
amount of the national news published on the nepepthe events which took place in
Addis Ababa have better coverage. Unlike the Daignitor, the Ethiopian Herald
dedicated much of its pages to the national ewsiitsless attention to both continental

and international news.

The rest news values suggested by Johan GaltungMandRuge have great role in
deciding the ‘worthiness’ of an event in the DdWgnitor. News values which seem less
significant for the Ethiopian Herald have great artpnce in the Daily Monitor
newspaper for better rating of a certain story. Wét@ries failed to achieve a number of

news values their consideration for publicationdmee poor.

In addition to the above mentioned values, newsofadike unexpectedness, conflict,
controversy and negativity are still crucial in tBaily Monitor while they are less
imperative for the Ethiopian Herald newspaper. Nahat entertained in the Daily

Monitor must be eligible for man-bites dog storiasd stories enduring values which



suggest instance of unexpectedness, surprise,ovensly, conflict and the like are

possibly considered as important news values.

News events in the Daily Monitor, which used Resitas the main source for foreign
events, are expected to have acquaintance with mfathe news values. Editor of the
Daily Monitor says: “Priority given to news withghmaximum number of the criterion

for news worthiness” (Biruk; interview: 2010)

The major news providers of the Daily Monitor ameernational news agencies which are
more interested in stories having the maximum neaVges. This impact manifested in
the tabloid. Stories about conflict, negative, sisg celebrates (soft news), human
interest have priority to be published on the neapsp. Stories having certain values are
considered as less significant to the Ethiopiaraldenewspaper. Mekonen states “we are
not going to select and publish stories with seosat, controversial, and conflict
values.”(Interview: 2010). Beyond this, accordirgg him, there are other factors that
must be taken in to account. The Ethiopian Heraldmiore concerned about local

economic, political and developmental events.

Building and maintaining good image of the courdrg the other crucial value for the
Herald's news. The Ethiopian Herald strives to ¢huile national image using the news
as a means. News to be considered as worth regoitisn content must convey
information about the changes in the country. Tbheemtial readers of the Ethiopian
Herald newspaper are the diplomatic community amdigners who live in the country.
The Ethiopian Herald newspaper provides to themsnewd information about the
country. Mekonon asserts “the main readers of thépgian Herald are the international
community. They used the newspaper to know whaoiag on in the entire country.
Therefore, the news, at the same time, containessthat build the image of the nation.
Emphasis given to local economic, political, andigoimprovements that performed in
the country. The stories the newspaper publishedskd in providing information about

the various activities in the country.” (Intervie010).



Beside the values listed above, there are othéorfathat often manifested in the news
selection of the Ethiopian Herald newspaper. Thesna the Ethiopian Herald aimed at
providing news events that build the image of thantry. The other significant values
for the selection of news in the Ethiopian Heradévd relationship with what Jack Lule
notes (stated in the literature section) as altermanews values of the developing
countries’ media. Among the news values that useluild the image of the country

some are listed below.

Development: developmental events receive wide coverage on thiefiian Herald.

The news used to disseminate information about dbeelopmental activities and
changes in the country. The economic news topichvtakes the highest number of all
the story topics published on the newspaper (42.6%gulates stories about the

development that activated in the entire country.

Stories about the agriculture, agro-industry, hingkistries, health centers (institution),
real estates and schools (educational institutiani$)oe published. The role that they
have for the country’s economic growth and for pdlic advantage reported in detail
Art.5.2.2.7).

Mekonen says that the Ethiopian Herald gives muthts pages to the intensely
developmental activities. Certain news events Isorae idea of the vision held for the
development of the nation. Stories become moreadduif they convey information

regarding what progress and growth is going omération.

Dejene notes developing countries’ media must pl®vimore attention to the
developmental activities, for the problems of poyend destitute are widely spread in
the developing countries. Unemployment, poor heakhvices, poor sanitation and
infrastructures are considered as manifestatiothefdeveloping countries, especially,
Africa. So according to Dejene, the presses havalap great role in covering stories
about developments, improvements, progresses, lgramd changes in their countries.

The EthiopiarHerald editorial policy also enhances certain odléhe press.



Social Responsibility social responsibility considered as one value faniding the

publication of a particular story. Addressing ecmim and social progress is one of the
factors expected from the news. The Ethiopian Heisltoo far from sensational news.
Stories indicating prejudice and stereotype inti@hato religion, sex, ethnic and the like
are not encouraged. Editorial policy of the EthampHerald resists for news having the

content that violate the social responsibility.

“We are more conservative while we select news. abidition to their being
developmental, stories must have good value in resithg the social responsibility.”

(Mekonon: interview: 2010).

National Integration: news with the value of national pride and unity am@rth
reporting for the Ethiopian Herald. Further to thevelopmental and socially responsible
values, the national integration used as a sigmficriteria to select certain news from
the other. News that indicate disunity and tribalido not have space in the Ethiopian
Herald. The Ethiopian Herald news selection citegoes in line with what Ng'weno
(cited in Eribo and Tanjong: 2002) notes that fin&t fluty of the press, as indeed of any
other institution or individual, is to encouragetioaal unity; for with out a minimum
amount of national unity all other human valuesagiety become impossible. Freedom
and justice become meaningless. Life become insegbere there isn’t enough national
unity. The press should confine itself to the difft task of helping to unify the nation

and remaining mistrust between communities or $tibe

The Ethiopian Herald publishes African news thatnpotes the continents integrity.
African news (or African related news) that theaorigation receives either by its own
staff reporters or other national or internatiomalvs sources ought both to strengthen the
Africans integrity and to enhance their (Africanqs$s-solutions for their problems in the
international affairs; more, they ought to promtite norms and traditions and indicate

the Ethiopia’s role practicallyArticle: 5.1.35).



Education: important stories are more valuable than intergstitories for the
Ethiopian Herald. The news used to pass on knowleolg health care, to aid in

agricultural work to spread cultural works and éb sational agenda.
4.1.3 Other Influences

Beside the values for news selection there area atflaences that affect the selection of
news in the two newspapers. For instance, fackeolvnership, news sources and space

have their own impact on the news selection.
4.1.3.1 Ownership

In order to decide what news must appears on thespaf the newspapers and what does
not, ownership has its own role. The Ethiopian kteemnd the Daily Monitor owned by
two different organizations. The former is statened and gives most of its pages for the
activities performed by the government bodies wthke latter private newspaper tries to

run its daily circulation by providing news with mmum number of news values.

Dejene agrees the impact of ownership on newstsmletie states that making profit is
not the primary goal of the press. By dissemirmatiaws about various activities that are
carried out in the entire country, the Ethiopianrdfie tries to build the image of the
country. The newspaper focused in informing thelees about political, economic and
the like. The Ethiopian Herald do not target orlisglits issues. The news events that
published in the newspaper are expected to play ¢lwen role in promoting the image
building about the country. In relation to ownepsheconomy or financial situation are

also important factors in the selection of newR. Dominick note: (stated in the review

part)

Economics plays a large role. First, some stor@s more to cover than
others. It is cheaper to send a reporter or a Gm@w that city council
meeting than to assign a team of reporters to tgats city council
corruption. Some news operations might not be mgltio pay the price for
such a story. Or, conversely, after spending alaugn of money pursuing a

story, the news organization might run it, evei lifad little traditional news



value, simply to justify its cost to managemenbsgph R. Dominick:
1999:353).

The Daily Monitor, on the other hand, aimed at gayrmoney. It is a source of income

for the owner. News that published on the paperst imterest to the readers of the paper.
Biruk, editor of the Daily Monitor, asserts the repaper takes its readers, to some
degree, in to account while it select its news gdor publication. Further his statement
agrees with what Helen notes:

“Editors also expect their journalists to know Wnom they are writing. All
journalists should have clear idea of their audemas it is only by knowing
your reader, listeners and viewers that you caivetevhat they want or
need to know in a voice they wish to listen to axah come to trust.”
(Helen: 2006 P:38).

The Daily Monitor concerned about its financial\dual. Studies indicate that stories are
ignored by media organizations because they mighilict with the financial interests of
their news organizations or advertisers. Thereoisimon experience for the private
newspapers because they usually are profit motiZe#or of Daily Monitor do not
accept such idea.

“During selection of news we never try to leave (efject) story even if the publication
of that news might lead the news organization taflad with an organization or
advertisers. And the owner does not interfere inn@ws decision in such circumstance.”
(Bruke: interview: 2010).

4.1.3.2 Source

NO newspaper can report every occurrence or evugntsending its own reporters or
correspondents. Financial restrictions and limitedber of reporters to assign in every
event lead the media to use various news sourtesstate-owned national news agency,
Ethiopian National Agency (ENA) acquired the majpshare in providing news to the
Ethiopian Herald followed by the Walta Informatiddenter (WIC) which is very



No.

cautious in its public issues. Mekonon, editorhe Ethiopian Herald says “Because we
dominantly print event-oriented news, ENA and Wi@©wwdes us with information about
forth-coming events.” (Interview: Mekonon cited Tizita, 2008:72). The newspaper’s
own reporters and mass of news releases are tberwtvs sources (see table 1.3) for the
newspaper. Events that entertained in the newspapelocal economic, political and
other governmental activities. Most of these swgenvey news about developmental

activates. The major source -ENA- gives emphasiddévelopmental stories.

The Ethiopian Herald heavily relies on the ENA whiwas a preference for stories about
local economic and political events. News that BEtkiopian Herald received from the
WIC, reporters and news releases are mainly prbtoees depicting the development

and activities the government and the public areopaing in the country.

Table 1.3 shows the news sources of the newspapers

Source The Ethiopian % The Daily Monitor %
Herald

Staff Reporters 9 4.03 24 6.47

International News Agencies 38 17.04 321 86.52

(Reuters and BBC)

National News Agencies 168 75.33 8 2.95

(ENA and WIC)

Others 8 3.58 17 4.58

Total 223 371

In the Daily Monitor much news events come formititernational news agency Reuters
followed by BBC (especially for sport news). Themspaper mainly used Reuters to
receive African and international news which are ttominant events of the Daily
Monitor. Most of the conflict news events that agpen the Daily Monitor are, for

example, come from the Reuters. The Reuters aredt otternational news agencies news

selection trend seem preferable for the Daily Mamitewspaper. National stories that the



Daily Monitor receives from the national news ageadave the same nature with the

news that reported on the Ethiopian Herald.
4.1.2.3 Space

Space considered as the other factor that influeheeselection of news. In both
newspapers, stories rejected as a matter of thenedsof space. However, stories
neglected as a result of limited space if they Hass news values comparing to the other

available news events.



Chapter Five

5 Conclusions

The study’s analysis indicates that the Ethiopiaaraiti and the Daily Monitor

newspapers dedicate much of their spaces to vaneuws topics. While the former
newspaper offers its largest space to economiwites, politics and health, the latter
gives much focus to politics, sport and conflicivsg respectively. Events organized by
government bodies are better rating stories ofBtieopian Herald. More, the highest

number of events depicts development or changépéntormed in the entire country.

The news events in the Ethiopian Herald mainlyagtan image building. Stories in the
Ethiopian Herald do not give attention to some newakies that suggested by Johan
Galtung and Mari Ruge. Timely, prominence, impau aroximity are the most prized
news values in the Ethiopian Herald. Besides, esowith intensely development news
idea are common in the Ethiopian Herald. The Diignitor’s stories, on the other side,
need to be eligible for man-bits dog stories. dohfiews in the world, especially which

took place in Africa, are the third dominant newgit next to politics and sport.

In the Daily Monitor newspaper, prominence giverstaries with news values including
controversy, conflict, negative, unexpected, sggrhuman interest and the like which
are less important news values for news selectidhe Ethiopian Herald. Further to the
four mentioned news values (timeliness, prominengapact and proximity),

development, social responsibility, national intggand education are some of the

factors that required for selection of storiesha Ethiopian Herald.

Regarding to entertainment news, Daily Monitor jideg more space to such events than
the Ethiopian Herald which mainly deals with sesidacal issues. Soft news receives
good coverage in the Daily Monitor. Majority of tiMonitor's stories are international

news followed by the continental (African) and patl, respectively.



In addition to the news values there are othewfadhat influence the selection of news
on the two newspapers. Ownership, news sourcesspace are the main. During its
news selection, the Ethiopian Herald newspapersgmeority to news events about
government activities. News depicting developmgod governance and changes that
performed by the federal government and regionahiaidtrations are privileged as
worth report on the Ethiopian Herald’s pages. SitheeDaily Monitor’s primary aim is
to issue newspapers for commercial gains, it gramise focus for controversial and
conflict news. News must interest the readers tainltoverage on the Daily Monitor. It
tends to receive numerous readers and sell itspawes because, unlike the Ethiopian
Herald, it circulates for profit. The Daily Monitsreditor selects news that makes the

tabloid readable and competent in the market.

Most of the Ethiopian Herald’s news sources areéonat news agencies. The news
agencies are interested with the government’sipasrand development related stories.
Major news sources of the Daily Monitor are thesinational news agencies which are
acquainted with sensational, controversial and lmniews. Certain values are salient

features of the Daily Monitor newspaper’s stories.

Space considered as the other factor that influeheeselection of news. In both
newspapers, stories rejected as a matter of thenaebsof space. However, stories
neglected as a result of limited space if they Hass news values comparing to the other

available news events.
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Appendix A
Content Analysis Code Book

Names of the Newspapers

» The Ethiopian Herald, state-owned newspaper puddidhy the Ethiopian Press
Agency.

» The Daily Monitors, private newspaper publishedtliyy Monitor private limited

company.
Weekdays the news events was published

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

YV V VY VY V VY

Saturday
» Sunday

Monday only for the Daily Monitor and the Daily Midor publishes one issue for the

weekend days.
Topics of news items

Politics: news that categorized under politics include bo#tional and international
news relating to foreign relations, legislative aagecutive activities, government
decisions, constitutional issues, official visifglitical candidates, elections, political
appointments, diplomatic relations, good governaringernal party and inter-party
relations, human rights, referendum, parliamengioral administrations, abuse of
political power and corruption, policy statementternational political organizations’

activities, embargo and other related politicaliéss



Economic activities news that fell under this category were thosatired to agriculture,
trade, industry, economic indexes, buildings, ®mrifinance and commerce, donations,
business agreements, budget, projects, investmemiployment/unemployment,

entrepreneurship, capacity building, tax, tradedad other related economic activities.

Education: this category includes news about level of teagtand teaching standards,

students and all aspects of both formal and infble@aning.

Health: news events relating to health system, publidthedevelopment in medical

practice and other related topics included undsraategory.

Environment: this category involves conservation, environmerdnagement and
mismanagement, activities of environmental orgdiona, environmental degradation,

conferences that address issues of environmernmakoo.

Science and Technologystories under this category focus on inventicstandards,

innovations, scientific theories and findings amdious scientific break through.

Art and Entertainment: news about music, entertainment, cultural litmttranslation,

paintings, language, film and photography, museanasfine arts.

Gender. stories on gender equality, female circumcisioetings, and activities that

address issue of gender.

Sport: news on competition, results, training, recotdagues, fans, individual athletes,

coaches, team, legal measures, appointment, aindgransfer.

Miscellaneous stories that did not fit to any of the above sifisations were categorized

as miscellaneous.

Note: during the categorization, in order to identifie thews topics easily, the researcher
had used other researchers’ classification schemeide in the study (i.e. Eribo and
Tanjong (2002) and Pamela J. Shoemaker and Akili2ohAen (2006)).



Types of News Items
Hard news

Soft news

Page Placement
First page

Inside pages

Back page
News Sources for the Newspapers

Assigned reporters
National news agencies
» Ethiopian News Agency (ENA)
» Walta Information Center (WIC)
International news agencies
» Reuters
» British Broadcasts Corporation (BBC)
Others
News releases
AFP
Xinhua
Associated Press (AP)
www. arsenal.com

Billboard

vV V VYV V V V V

Unidentified



Appendix B

Some excerpt from the policy

5.1.35 African news (or African related news) that thigamization receives either by its
own staff reporters or other national or internadio news sources ought both to
strengthen the Africans integrity and to enhana@r tfAfrican) mass-solution for their
problems in the international affairs; more, theyglat to promote the norms and

traditions and indicate the Ethiopia’s role praafic

5.1.36 ....news events that indicate the role of Ethiopithe world politics especially in

the horn of Africa receives focus. Higher officialgsits and their objects (purposes)
group discussions, international meetings (confseh that takes place in Ethiopia,
conventions, celebrations and any other meanirgyfahts for the county’s international

relations.

5.2.1.1...in this regard (the agency) attentively searath i@port news according to their

rank from the federal government and regional adstrations to the public.

5.2.2.7 (A)stories about the agriculture, agro-industry, hughustries, health centers
(institution), real estates and schools (educatimséitutions) will be published. The role
that they have for the country’s economic growtt or the public advantage reported in

detail.

(E) Activities of the organizations that participaténvplved) in the road and
infrastructural buildings, the product supply amdnsportation obtain coverage. The

coverage will be based in the role that they walé on the development program.

5.2.2.13 (B-4)stories that base on government’s economic devedapolicy, strategy

and program will have special focus

5.1.30Any result (success or failure) of health and roiedi studies conducted in order to
control a particular disease reported with higlpoesibility. While reporting, the news
must not be published in a way that creates unprtvgpe to cure from the disease for

the patients and their families.



5.2.3.2Educational and health policies and strategiesdbsigned to create efficient and
healthy citizens published with special focus inorpotion them and in their

implementations.

5.2.3.4 Stories (or articles) that published on the agenagwspapers must take the

gender equality in to account while reporting Ives fair coverage to the women’s

5.2.9.4 Negative news portraying Africa as a place of Icwar, anti-democracy and

arrogant, drought and exodus will not hosted om#hespaper.
5.3.1.1The agency’s news products given priority accaydmtheir news values.

5.3.1.2 The newspaper does not provide priority to thesreontents only because they

are protocol news.

5.3.1.4: National news receives much focus on the newspdpegace given for the
foreign news is limited. In relation to their piityr it will be given to national news

events then to the foreign news.

5.1.32 ....rather it (the newspaper) covers news eventd Htcelerate the peace,

development, democracy, justice, equity and sag@ith.



Appendix C

Names and Titles of Interviewees
» Dejene Tessema, editor-in-chief of the Ethiopiamatte
» Mekonon Teshome, deputy news editor of the Ethiopiarald

» Biruk Girma, editor of the Daily Monitor

The individual in-depth interview was conductedMay 2010 and all interviews were in

Amharic.
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