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ABSTRACT 

Analysing features of newspaper headlines and finding out its implications for 
English Language Teaching (ELT) is part and parcel of descriptive studies done 
to produce course materials out of non-academic sources such as newspapers 
and magazines. The idea that non-academic texts should be used in the EFL 
classroom is so widespread that English for Academic Purpose (EAP) courses 
designed to prepare students for a particular discipline such as medicine or 
law, generally use materials relating to those disciplines. Thus, the current 
study has tried to show the contribution of analysing features of newspaper 
headlines for producing supplementary teaching m ateria ls to EFL students in 
general and to students dealing with courses in media in particular. 

To substantiate the objectives already set, the study reviews the available 
literature at three iuterrelated stages. The first stage presents types of media 
and the rationale for u s ing them in language classrooms. The second stage 
discusses newspapers, which are types of non-technical media. This stage is so 
comprehen sive that it tells us about kinds of newspaper, the rationale for using 
newspapers and the methodological basis of newspaper materials. The last 
stage, which is about newspaper headlines, attemp ts to highlight the language 
of headlines and the advantage of learning it. 

The data for the research in question has been newspaper headlines in The 
Reporter, a weekly local English newspaper. The headlines have been gathered 
from -fifty-four issues of The Reporter chosen as a sample. A table compris ing 
different columns for listing down the headlines 1<1nder their respective 
components has been used. 

The headlines obtained have' been analysed a t three but closely re lated stages. 
In the first place, the headlines· have been analysed in terms of components 
they are taken from. Some components occur more frequently than others, a nd 
the nature of topics treated in each of the components varies. Some 
components con sist of headlines accompanied by pictures while others are 
components that present news about the target speakers. The analysis made at 
the second stage identifies syntactic features that characterize the headlines. 
These include omission of funCtion words, embedding of certain phrase and 
clause stru ctures, over u se of the present tense among headlines termed 'Type 
1' , omission of the verb be in headlines called 'Type 2', omission and post­
modifications among headlines known as 'Type 3 ', etc. Finally, the headlines 
have been a lso studied in terms of the non-linguistic features they exhibit. 
These are punctua tion marks, 8.bbreviations and capitaliza tion. 
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Based on the pedagogical implications drawn out a t each stage of the a na lyses , 
sample teaching materia ls have been designed with the Ethiopian Mass Media 
Training Institute s tudents in mind. Thus , the implications of the a nalys is made 
at the first stage have been u sed to produce supplementary reading ac tivities. 
The activities demand students to match headlines with paragraphs or 
components from which they are ta ken (Ac tivity 1 and Activity 2 respectively), 
match headlines with pictures a nd /or captions (Activi ty 3 and Activity 4), and 
decipher headlines without access to the accompa nying articles (Activity 5). The 
implications at the second stage, on the other ha nd, have been sources of 
ac tivities on grammar a nd oral prac tice. These are: labeling con s tituents and 
rearra nging disorganised headlines (Activity 6), identifying direct from indirect 
speech (Ac tivity 7 and Activity 8, No.2 and No.3), practicing syntax a nd learning 
a bbreviations (Activity 8, No.1), interpretin g verbless questions (Activity 10), 
identifying omissions and the use of tenses (Activity 11) , and deducing major 
syn tactic features of h eadlines (Activity 12). The implications based on the 
analysis a t the third stage h ave been u sed for designing activities on oral 
practice a nd mechanics (Activity 13 and Activity 14), and on oral practice a nd 
capita lization/ abbreviations (Activity 15 and Activity 16). 

VII 



CHAPTER ONE 

Introduction 

1. 1. Background 

Students in Ethiopia lea rn English as a subject at all levels of education. English 

is also a medium of instruction in a lmos t a ll schools a nd ins titutions of secondary 

and tertiary levels . Moreover, the Ins titute for Curriculum Development a nd 

Resea rch or ICDR (1996:6) identifies the following as additional fac tor for learning 

English in Ethiopia: 

Given the role of English as an interna tional language and its growing 

u se in certain important aspects of Ethiopian life (e.g. governm ent, 

ba nking, commerce, industry, tourism, the media) the students will 

need to achieve sufficient mastery of the language to enable them to 

communicate effectively in English socially and in the workplace 

wherever the use of English is necessary. 

In line with what has been mentioned a bove, it is a lso appropriate to sta te that 

English is being taught as a foreign la nguage in Ethiopia , a nd the majority of 

Ethiopian students lea rn the language in a formal situa tion , I. e . in English 

language classrooms at their respective schools and institutions. 

The setting for language classes, as pointed out in Stern (1 992 : 182), differs from 

the setting where students learn language outside the Engli sh classroom s : "While 

in a language class attention is usually mainly on the code, in a natural setting it is 

almost entirely on the message, on getting meaning across and on making sense of 

what one hears and reads." It is va lua ble to notice that the concept "natural 

setting" can be the classes where En glish is normally u sed as a medium for 

teaching subject a rea courses a nd / or any place (other than the classrooms) 

where the u se of English is necessary. 

I 
I 
t 

I 



A number of researchers (Stern, 1992 and Wilkins, 1972, among others) argue that 

ynder norm al condition language learning is best facilitated by the natural kind of 

setting. If a consensu s is reached on this, the next step might be to make the 

setting for language classes as natural as possible. Wilkins (1 972), however, states 

that this is not a simple thing to do. He suggests that certa in level of success can 

be achieved by designing courses that account for learners' needs. Thus, it can be 

a rgued that needs a re so natural a phenomenon tha t courses which consider 

learners' needs in their sylla bus are more likely to bring a natural kind of setting 

for la nguage learning. 

It is understood that 111 the con text where language is needed for academic 

purpose, courses are expected to make focu s on study skills , i. e. abili ties, 

techniques and strategies which are u sed when reading, writing or lis tening fo r 

s tudy purposes. Likewise, when language is intended for the things done ou tside 

the classroom, courses a re usually geared towards developing language ski lls 

learners' need in the world of work a nd in the community. Here, it is worth 

recalling that Ethiopian students a re identified to need sufficient mastery of 

English for activities they perform both in and outside the language classrooms 

(ICDR, 1996) . So, the ma in thing, a s it has been pointed out, is to make the 

English la nguage courses up to the needs of the lea rners so tha t mo tivation for 

learning can be enha nced. 

One way of reacting to the issue at s take is to respond to what McDonough a nd 

Shaw (1993) have called "the adaptability factor". Such a factor con siders the fact 

that a given textbook cannot meet a ll teaching situations, and tha t it is necessary 

for lan gu age teachers to do a supplementary work. 
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In this regard, the English texlbooks that are bei ng used currently at secondary 

and tertiary levels encourage teachers to u se additiona l and alternative male rials 

to adapt, supplement and improve each unit in a way it suits the students and 

meet the needs of the teaching circumstances (ICDR, 1996; Atkins et aI, 1996). 

1.2. Statement of the Problem 

In the earlier section, it IS pointed out that English language teachers are 

encouraged to u se additional and a lternative ma terials so that they can easily 

respond to the needs of the learners and the teaching circumstances. 

The issue addressed calls for supplementary work on the part of lhe teachers. 

Students' motivation can be sustained if teachers u se cerlain materials to 

supplement the basic text (Finocchiaro, 1988). One way of doing this is to use the 

resource materials at disposal. Among the resource materials that teachers may 

have access to are headlines of local English newspapers. Beyond their 

motivational value, such type of materials could a lso offer opportunities for 

learners to acquai nt themse lves with the language of newspaper headlines. 

Newspaper headlines a re effectively used for this purpose when the linguistic a nd 

nonlinguistic fealures they a re characterized by could be identified . However, it is 

hard to escape the impression that little or no study has been conducted at this 

level on how to identify and use features of newspaper headlines for designing 

teaching materials. The current research, th erefore, attempts to describe 

newspaper headlines in such a way they could be u sed for producing 

s upplementary teaching materials . 
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1.3. Objectives of the Study 

The m ain purpose of this study is a n a lyzing features of n ewspaper h ead lines for 

the ben efit of English language teaching, i .e. for designing teaching materials . The 

s pecific objectives of this study a re to: 

1. analyze the linguistic a nd nonlinguistic features of newspaper headlines, 

2. make exp lanations on how the identified features of n ewspaper headlines 

could be u sed, and 

3 . design sample teaching activities based on the explanations made. 

1.4. Significance of the Study 

The writer of this paper is of the opmlOn tha t the current s tudy could have 

practical importance in the following ways : 

1. It m akes textbook writers a nd English la n guage teachers aware of the 

enormous wealth of language features of newspaper headlines. 

2. Englisp la n guage teach ers at a dvanced level in general a nd those Il1 the 

Ethiopian Mass Media Tra ining Institute in particular could u se the 

recommendations made a bout the relevance of features of h eadlines for 

designing language tasks . 

3. Students who a re m ade to use the language tasks design ed will find it easier 

to understand newspaper headlines whenever they are exposed to them in 

real situations. 

4. As similar studies have not been made at this level in Ethiopian context, the 

curren t study can be a steppingstone for those who want to do further 

research in the area. 
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1.5. Definition of Headline 

The term 'headline ' is defined in most dictionaries as a line of words printed in 

large type at the top of a page, especia lly in a newspaper. Accordin g to such 

definition, anything tha t a ppears a t the top of a given a rticle, be it a word, a 

phrase, a clause or a sentence, is a headline, as long as it is prin ted in large type 

or bold face . 

For journalists, headline is a title of news story. They claim that it is one of the 

three sections of a news story. The other two are the lead and the body of the 

story. Lead is a summary that is found between the hea dline and the body . 

Though both hea dline and lead are summaries of a given news story, the former is 

much more shorter than the la tter. So , for a given piece of wri ting or a text to be a 

headline first it has to come out of a news s tory, and not, for in stance, from 

feature a nd / or other newspaper s tories. The other thing is that, though very short 

it may be, it should prove that it is a summary of main ideas in the story. 

Linguistica lly, headline is defined in terms of the linguistic elements it consists of. 

Thus, a newspa per headline generally consists either of short clauses that contain 

a predicator, or of phrases tha t are NPs (noun phrases). 

The first definition is so general that it lacks clarity . The second definition , on the 

contrary, is too narrow and very journalistic. As a result, it could be difficult to 

apply them when gathering headlines . Becau se of this, the third and the last, the 

linguistic definition will be attended throughout the study . Moreover, it is proved 

during the pilot study tha t thi s definition does fit the model of linguistic 

description chose n for scien tific analysis of the headlines . 
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1.6 . Organization of the Thesis 

The current research is des igned along the line of a n a lys ing the linguistic a nd 

nonlinguistic features of headlines in The Reporter and showi ng th e implications of 

the a n a lys is made for English langu age teach ing in Eth iopia . A review of the 

available literature on the use of newspape rs and newspaper head lines for Engli sh 

la nguage teaching is offered in Chap ter Two. To accomplish the a ims a lready set, 

the research procedure outlined in the th ird a nd fourth chapters include: 

1) co ll ectio n of the hea dlines with the help of a table that keeps 

separate colu mns, 

2) development of a system of a na lysis dealing with various features 

of the headlines collected , 

3) application of the system of analysis for finding out pedagogical 

implications, a nd 

4) u sing the implication s for designi ng sample teaching ac tivit ies . 

The fifth chapter presents short summ ary of major points stated in the preceding 

cha pters. I t a lso tries to offer certain recommendations of practical importance 

a bout the benefits obtained a nd the shortcomi ngs encountered in a nalys ing The 

Reporter for teaching purposes . 

Following th e References, th e Appendices section keep reco rd of the lis ts of 

headlines gathered from The Reporter. However, a ll the head lines gathered for the 

study a re not included in there . The headlines lis ted are those main ly u sed for 

making expla na tions of the analysis carried ou t a nd those for designin g the 

sample activities. The rest of the headlines gathered are deliberately excluded from 

a ppea ring in the Appendix for not having linguistic patterns different from those 

included. 
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CHAPTER TWO 

Review of Related Literature 

This sec tion of the s tudy is mainly devoted to reporting what was done in relation 

to Lhe use of n ewspa pers for En glis h la ngu age teaching in general, and newspaper 

h eadlines in particula r. It has been found out d ifficu lt to come across a ny 

litera ture that is done in the Ethiopia n contexts. The litera ture u sed to 

subsLantia te the objectives o f the s tudy is therefore a ll [rom abroad. Some o[ th ese 

are materi a ls intend ed [or research ers and others a re teaching recommcndations 

a nd s upplementary tex ts [or practitionc rs. 

For the sake of co nvenience, the li terature obtained is c1assific;d and presented 

under three interrela ted headings: the mass media, newspapers a nd newspaper 

headlin es. 

The first pa rt, which is a bout the mass media, deals with types o[ media, Lhe 

technica l and the non -technical media , and the rationale for using them. Th e 

second part di scusses newspapers, which a re types of non-technical medi a . Thi s 

pa rt is so comprehen s ive that it te ll s u s abou t kind s of news pa pers (daily 

newspapers, weekly n ews papers, specia l newspa pe rs a nd school newspa pers), 

rationale [or using Lhe newspaper [or teach ing a nd the meLhodological basis o[ 

news /Japer materials. Th e third part, wh ich is a bout news pa per head lines, 

a ttempts to highlighL the la ngu age of head lines a nd the adva nLage of learning it. 
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2.1. The Mass Media 

The mass media are commonly defined as kinds of devices that a re in terposed 

between the source and the receiver, that is, between the speaker and the listener 

and/ or between the writer and the reader. They are kinds of devices to make 

communication among people living in one or different places possible. Thus, 

according to Pember (1 987), newspapers, magazines and other printed materials, 

and film, radio, television and electronic data storage and transmission together 

constitute what is commonly known as the mass media. 

The media presented by Pember, therefore, can be roughly classified into print 

media (magazine and n ewspaper, for instance) and electronic media such as 

television and radio. The news books (later became newspapers) were the first 

print media which came into existence in 1610. Later, these were followed by 

electronic media such as radio and film (in 1900s) , and television (in 1930s). 

2.1.1. Types of Media 

In an attempt made to offer an overvIew of the range of media available to 

classroom teachers today, Briton (1991) sticks to the more traditional way of 

classifying the media, that is, into 'non-technical' and 'technical'. 

2.1.1.1. Non-Technical Media 

Items that belong to the category of non-technical are: 

blackboards / wh iteboards 

magnet boards / flannel boards / pegboards 

flashcards/ index cards 

8 



wall c ha rts, posters, maps, scrolls 

board games 

mounted pictures / photos 

cartoons / line drawings 

objects / realia 

pamphlets / brochures / leaflets / flyers 

equipment operation ma nuals 

puppets 

newspapers / magazines 

The obvious advantages of the media under the a bove category is that they can be 

used in settings where electricity is unrelia ble or where technical resources are 

scarce. The other advantages of this form of med ia are their cost, ava ilabili ty an d 

accessibility or u ser friendliness. 

2.1.1.2. Technical Media 

Items that fall under this category basically include: 

radio / television 

videota pes/video players 

records / record player 

audio tapes, audio recorders/ players 

telephones/ tele tra iners 

films/ film projectors 

computer softwa re / ha rdware 

overhead transparencies/overhead projectors 

la nguage la b/ multimedia la b 

opaque projectors 

s lides, film s trips / s lide and filmstrips projectors 
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These forms of media are be lieved to carry with them a la rge degree of rca lity 

re lated to psychology. Thi s is to say thal, in an everyday si tuation, learners a rc 

exposed to both written and oral information co ming from what we general ly call 

the media; howeve r , the technical media are believed to bri ng the outside world in 

a ll its permutations into classroom. 

To cite on e more advantage, televis ion is proved to play more important role to 

a rOLise chi ld ren's power to recall someth ing. A research carried oul by Walma and 

Tom (1979) on a sample of 152 fourth and s ix graders, for ins tance, ind icated that 

chi ldren who had watched the news on TV remembered more than those who had 

received the sam e n ews in prin t, regard less of their reading proficiency or 

expla nation of memory tes t. 

However, the problem with technical media, as rightly poin ted out in Briton 

(1991), is that they are costlier and less user friend ly than the non -technical 

med ia . This is also pa r tly why Pembe r (1987) poin ts out that people in the wor ld 

spend more time to read newspapers (non-technical media) tha n to watch 

te levision p rogr·amm es (technical media). 

2.1.2. Rationale for Using Media in Language Teachin.g 

It is investigated that there are English language teachers who resist the idea of 

using m edia in their respective classrooms. Briton ( 199 1: 455) has identified the 

res istances made a nd classified them in to the fo llowing categor ies: 

Statement J; I'm all thumbs. I can't LIse media. 

Statement 2: My school district has no budget for medi a. 
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Statcme nt 3: I havc n o lime to prepa rc mcdia matcrial s of my ow n. 

Statement 4: The sylla bus I teach form s too tightly structu rcd to allow 

for media materials to be taught into the classroom. 

Statem ent 5: I teach advanced leve ls ( alternative ly, composition, or 

reading) a nd therefore don't need to use medi a. 

Briton strongly argues that the aforementioned statements a re groundl ess . 

He states the following: 

o The first two s tatements are u s ually made by individuals for whom 

classroom materia ls are (a) mechanical ( a nd therefore unavailable, 

unwieldy, and or anxiety provoking) and (b) commercia l (and therefore 

costly a nd inaccessible). He s tresses the fact that classroom media can be 

non-mechanical, un threatening to both teachers and studen ts, teacher 

produced. rather than commercial, and cheap or even sometime can be free. 

o Statement 3, i.e., the time fac tor, co uld be ma cle by individuals who failed to 

see the fact that a ny lesson preparation is time con suming, a nd that most 

media lesson s do not require exhaustive amounts of time . 

o Statem ent 4 is the result of fa ilure to recognize that media can form a viable 

point of departure for achieving lesson objectives. All what the teachers 

need to do is use the media in the sense they appeal to the learn ers' senses 

a nd help them process information. The media used this way can therefore 

reinforce the teaching point and save the teacher unnecessary explana tion. 

o Individuals who hold the las t view seem to neglec t the fact that la nguage 

skills are n ot isolated entities, and that it is necessary for la nguage teachers 

to build bridges between skills . Thi s can be done by bringing a context tha t 

could unify a nd in tegrate the various skill s a round media . 
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On the whole, Lhe following points a re proposed by au Lhoriti es in Lhc rield or 

language teaching as a rat ion a le for using media in Lhe language leach in g 

c lassroom: 

• The classroom should be an exlension of the learner's world (Merino and 

Mass i, 1998: 16). The learner is exposed Lo both written a nd oral 

information from the media. The media, if introduced in language 

classes, thus serve as a n important motivator in the langu age teaching 

process. 

• Media is also believed to provide big amount of formation and richness of 

cultural input in the settings where lhe native speakers are absenL 

(Baddock, 1984). 

• Media can help students to call up existing schemata a nd the refore 

maximize their use of prior background knowledge in the language 

learning process (Britton,1991). 

• Researc h suggests tha t media offer language leachers a n opportunity Lo 

present material in a t ime-saving and compact manne r, and s timulate 

students' senses, thereby helping them to process information more 

readily (Mollica in Briton, 1979) . 

2.2. Newspapers 

Newspapers are mos tly defined as regula rly printed reco rd of news. The main 

purpose of newspapers is, therefore, to tell readers a bout current events, 

happenings of a ll kinds with in recent past or in the near future. Moreover, they 

a lso p lay the rol e of enLerLaining, advertisi ng a nd conveying information. 
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2.2.1. Kinds of Newspapers 

Most n ewspapers we have tod ay fall under the four major categories which Ada ms 

and Stratton (1963) have come across. These are daily newspa pers (dailies), weekly 

newspapers (weeklies), specia l newspapers and school newspapers . 

2.2.1.1. Daily Newspapers 

These are kn own to have a complete coverage of a ll kinds of news----news from the 

far corners of the earth as well as all the important happenings in their own 

communities : business, sports, society, and enter tainment news . They a re 

interested in events thal h a ve taken place during the previou s 24 hours or that 

a re to ta ke p lace within the two days following. 

The dailies a re the most frequently used kind of newspapers in English language 

classrooms. Hock and Siew (quoted in Ito, 1993) state that daily Englis h 

n ewspapers are the most feasible resource materials that teachers can resort Lo. 

Furthermore, they state that their low-cost and availa bility, their variety of 

interesting m ateria l with a wide ra n ge of reading a bilities catered for , make them 

excellent material for classroom instruction. 

S ince the dailies, as mentioned above, a re h ighly devoted to providing news from 

the far corners of the earth , they a re most likely to add motivation for learning 

langu age by promoting the learner's awareness of global issu es. 
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2.2.1.2. Weekly Newspapers 

Th e main purpose of newspapers und er this heading is covering local news. As a 

resu lt, they a re newspa pers , in n;ost cases, published in s mall towns, in suburbs, 

in community a reas within cities. Because they are not intended to compete with 

the dailies in world news, they specialize in the one news element that daily 

newspapers do not cover, i.e. de ta iled, persona l news about people and even ts in 

their own communities. 

The weeklies, focusing on local issu es, are most like ly to promote learn er's 

awareness of issues at local level. They can be good sources for whoever in terested 

in designing teaching m ateria ls which consider learner's environment and cultural 

background . It is often stated tha t topic fam ilia rity is one of the important criteria 

to con sider in designing communicative langu age tasks. 

2.2.1.3. Special Newspapers 

-This kind of newspapers are usually published by organized groups su ch as clubs, 

labour unions, a nd large industries for their own members. Many of these pa pers 

are published regula rly and contain the same kind of information as weeklies or 

schoo! newspapers, that is, informa tion much concerns a limited group or a 

.special s ituation. 

For the kind of information they contain, special newspapers, if avai lable, can be 

u sed in the way the weekly and th e school newspapers a re used by langu age 

teac hers .In a more specific situation, they can be good sources fo r designin g 

m aterials that cou ld be u sed for training a certa in group of lea rners who have 

common interests as in the case of English for Specific Purposes (ESP). 
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2.2.1.4. School Newspapers 

Like the week li es , schoo l papers se rve th e interes ts of their ow n local 

communities, i.e. th e schools . Expe ricnce shows tha t school papers may be 

publ ished monthly, every two or th ree weeks, weekly or even da ily . They u s ually 

conta in n ews of past and present school events , a rticles a bout students and 

teachers, and frequently adver tisements of in teres ts to their reade rs . Co llege 

newspape rs fa ll under this catego ry a nd they often print world news as well as 

schoo l news. 

Articl es printed in school newspa pers a re often contribu ted by members of the 

schoo l com m un ity, i.e. teachers, s tud ents an d ad ministra tors. Hence, it is most 

li ke ly for these articles to be eye-catc hin g, if used in En gli s h la nguage c lass l"oo ms. 

2.2.2. Components of a Newspaper 

Newspa pers, regardless of the ir kind, are sorts of media wh ich are usecl for c hea p 

a nd rapid dissemination of informa tion . The information disseminated a re various 

kinds . As a result, most n ewspapers kee p different compone n ts that co nvey 

information on a variety of topics. Pa rk s (1986:219) has come across a category of 

some of the things that can be found in a typical Engli sh or American newspaper : 

Masthead 

Headli nes 

News a rticles and editorials 

Wea ther fo recas ts 

Photographs 

Adver tise ments 

Classified ads 

IS 

Gard en ing advice 

Bridge or c hess columns 

Stock marke t news 

"Dear Abby" columns 

Short stories 

F'ash iOIl news 

Jokes 



SporLs news 

Comic strips 

Political cartoons 

Lette rs to the editor 

Book reviews 

Recipes 

Sewing and knitting patterns 

Rad io and TV programs 

Theatre news 

Music news 

Exchange rates 

Maps 

Obituaries 

As Parks has further stated, it is necessary to bear the followin g points in mind: 

• It doesn't mean that every component in th e list is exclusive of every 

other; one component can be a sub-component of another. For instance, 

headlines are sUb-components of many of the other components in lhe 

list. 

• The components in the list are by no means exhaustive; a nd there is, 

however, enough for at least a lesson on each componcnt, a total of 

thirly lessons. 

• The probability for such a course to be dull is therefore very less. It is 

a lso important to notice that the type of discourse in vo lved in each 

lesson is d ifferent. 

In conclusion, components of newspapers , if identified in the way indicated, a re 

most likely to offer opportunities for designing language tasks that could bring a 

breath of fre sh air into the classroom. 

2.2.3. Rationale for Using Newspapers 

Newspapers are preferred by English language teachers for a variety of reasons. 

The major reasons for us ing newspa pers cou ld be highli ghted as follows: 
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2.2.3.1. Authentic Sources 

Th e notion that auth e ntic texts should be u sed in th e EI'L classroom is now well 

establi shed (M orto n , 1999; Rubio-F'essta a nd l~i c hard s , 1986; Free man and 

Holden , 1986). Auth entic texts enable stud ents to study 'real' English; as a result, 

[or most students th ey are in trinsically more in teresting a nd motiva ting a nd they 

give students confidence when they unde rs tand them (Gower et aI, 1995; Morton , 

1999). 

Authentic materials a re widely used in EF'L, parti cula rly in Engli s h for Academic 

Purposes (EAP). Morton (1998) states that it is not s imple [or Engli sh language 

teachers to ge t comprehen sible, stimulating academic mate ria l [or students 

dealin g with academic subjects. He furth er expl a ins that news papers a nd 

magazines, which are authentic sou rces, have a role in EAP classroom, i. e. th ey 

provide stimulating texts to students who have a wide range of in te rcsts. 

The co ntribution of authentic sources [or teachin g should be by no means li mited 

to EAP courses taken by s tudents who join different fie lds of study at la ter stages. 

There is also a recommendation for the ES P course (such a~ one designed for 

students in communication studies) to use authentic materia ls re lating to the 

di sc iplin e. "Experience shows that ESP s tudents profit muchfrom being exposed to 

updated, daily material which they have to process, i. e. understand, retrieve, and 

construct after ... reading the news item" (Merino a nd Massi, 1998). The assumption 

behind is that students will benefit from thi s kind of exposu re fo r it has a lo t to do 

with their professiona l lives. 

The u se of authe ntic materials su ch as the newsl~ers can be a lso effectively 

linked with studen ts in a n EFL context in genera l. In a n environ ment where 
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English is m a inly u sed, for example, as a languagc of instru ction a nd /or whcrc it 

is not widely u sed as a means of communication in normal da ily transactions, 

newspaper materials taken into classrooms can provide a chance for studen ts to 

expose them selves to authentic Englis h. Thus , th is will help s tuden ts recognize 

further communicative values of Engli s h (Ito, 1993), instead of simply considering 

it as a means for studying academic subjects. 

It s hould not be, however, forgotte n that there is one a nd very apparent pmblem 

which can be enco untered when using newspapers a nd other authentic materials . 

It is directly rela ted to the te rm 'authenticity.' 

What makes newspapers authen tic? According to Rubio-Festa and Richards 

(1986), newspapers a re auth entic materials because they a re not language items 

especially designed, adopted or produced fo r teaching purposes . Th ey are 

considered authentic materia ls mainly because they are types of naturalistic 

textual data. However, there still remains a n issue to be resolved: Does the use of 

natural data necessarily lead to a natural k ind of communication? Stern (1 992: 

176) quotes Widdowson to explain the ambiguous nature of the term 'authenticity': 

On the one h and, it can refer to natura listic textual data, but on 
the other hand, it can be used to refer to purposeful 
communicative activily on the part of the language u ser. Since a n 
au thenticity stimu lus in the first sense does not necessari ly lead to 
an authentic response in the second sense, a central problem of 
pedagogy is to discover ways of using contrived mean s to achieve a 
natural end . 

Th e primary goal of any newspaper is to convey informa tion to its readers, th e 

general public ou tside the language classroom. An element of a r t ificia lity is, 

therefore, likely to be introduced the moment the newspaper is taken to the 

classroom, which is a different en vironmen t in its own right. As a result, most 

a uthorities in the field of langu age teaching ( Jordan, 1997; Stern, 1993; 
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Widdowson, 1979 , amo ng others) recommcnci I he use 01' Gulhe nl ic m<llcr-inls I()f' 

designing tasks that a re auth e n tic a nd co uld engage lea rnc rs in 'rea l' 

communica tion events. 

2.2.3.2. Supplementary Teaching Materials 

It is ta ke n a lmost [or granted that newspaper materia ls have become valuable 

reso urce materials for teaching English. In certain s ituations where it is difficult to 

find Engli s h la ngu age texts, newspapers are even u sed as regular teaching 

materia l (Pemagbi , 1995) though the exclu s ive u se of them, as r ightly pointed o u t 

in Pa rks ( 1986), migh t create the atmosphere of boredom. 

In opposite s itua tion s, newspaper a rticles a re included in textbooks to re presen t 

a uthentic use o f Englis h . It is a lmost possible to say that in the realm of EAP it is 

less li ke ly to find textbooks th a t do not claim to have aulh~nh c texts ( Morton, 

1999). Th is has , o[ course, a lot to do with the adven t of a n approach to language 

teaching. The emphasi s on authenticity of m ateria l in Co mmunica tive Language 

Teac hing has produced dozens o f EF'L jESL textbooks which co nta in newspape r 

a r t icles as the ta rge t reading la nguages (Widdowson, 1979). 

Though a rticles in Englis h la ngu age textbooks mi ght represent au thentic u se of 

Engli s h , it is obvious that th ey u sually report events that took p lace at leas t more 

tha n a year before. A case in point is newspaper a rticles found in College English 

(Atkin s e t a i, 1996). This mainly occurs becau se publis hing textbooks ta kes time 

(I to , 1993). No ma tter what the reason may be, newspaper articles u sed this way 

a re likely to lose th e value of immediacy, one of the key ingredients in any a ttempt 

to util ize newspaper articles(Bla tc h[ord , 1973; San ges, 1983). 

19 I 
I 
.I , 

I 



What seems most promIsIng IS, therefore , to use newspaper materials on 

supplementary bases. The advantage of this cou ld be two-fold: 

(1) It gives English language teachers an opportunity to exploit 

newspapers that are published very recently, thus the princ iple of 

immediacy is adhered to. Ito (1 993) argues that those "one-year-old 

newspaper articles are no more appetizing than one-week old sashimi 

(raw fish)" (P.37). 

(2) The teachers will also have a chance to exploit the differen t 

components of newspapers for designing authentic language tasks 

that could bring variety to class. Tasks designed this way are 

believed to " provide the learner with stimulating, topical, challenging 

and real material to support the course syllabus" (Merino and Massi, 

1998:16-17). 

2.2 .3.3. Acculturation 

The role that newspapers play in the process of acculturation is perhaps the main 

reason why newspapers are used in language classrooms. With regard to this, 

Blatchford (1973) states that newspapers have the potential to ease the process of 

acculturation by providing many insights into the society to which learners a re 

trying to adapt. Rubio-Festa and Richards (1986) also point out that authentic 

materia ls, one of them being newspapers, h elp a great deal those learners who 

want to identify with and become closer to the target culture. Thus, as s tudents 

deal with newspapers they are also believed to learn the la nguage as well as the 

culture that the papers reflect (Parks, 1982). 

Th e assumption behind acculturation is further elaborated in Blatchford (1973: 

145), "While afocus upon the cultural content of the newspaper is advocated, it is 
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noted that all interaction is in English and practice in commllnication (lU01l! real 

concern is afforded. All language skills can be exercised while the element of threat, 

which often exists in formal language classes is reduced." The fact that focus on 

the cultural content of the newspaper could facilitate communication and reduce 

the sense of threat is, therefore, a sign that newspapers are valuable vehicles of 

la nguage teaching. 

2.2.3.4. Suitable for Teaching Skills 

A number of writers ( Blatchford, 1973; Parks, 1986; Sanges, 1983; Ito, 1993; 

Patterson, 1991, for instance) advocate that newspaper materials are convenient 

for teaching language skills and language elements. Though practicing one skill 

often involves the use of one or more skills, the discussions made by the 

authorities, for the sake of convenience, are presented under separate traditional 

headings . 

2 .2.3.4.1. Listening and Speaking 

A newspaper can provide a good deal of material for practicing listening 

comprehension. For instance, teachers can follow the following procedure in using 

the newspaper for teaching listening. 

1. As usual, the teacher selects a listening-comprehension text that could be 

suitable for the language of the students; short li stening texts are morc 

recommended than larger ones to start with. The paragraphs of the text 

selected are read for the students with certain intervals in be tween. During 

each interval teacher forwards general questions to verify understanding or he 

or she makes the students give summary of the pa ragraph. 
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2 . To check a ttention, learners can bc madc Lo Lakc Lurn Lo makc s Ull1mal-y whcrc 

the second student in shortened form, repeats the summa ry the firsL student 

has just said. Thi s is known as chain drill (l'arago 1979, in Sanges, 1983). The 

assumption behind is that if students know they might be asked to repeat what 

they have jus t heard, they can be more a ttentive than otherwise. 

3 . To enable learners to discriminate sounds, teachers ca n give them a d icta tion 

consisting of a paragraph from one of the articles selected. 

4 . The other activiLy worth m entioning is the u se of pictures or photographs in 

the newspaper, i. e . students can be made to look at photograph s and match 

them with articles they a re linked with . 

5. Topics in the a rticles taken from newspapers could be u sed to engage learners 

in activities that involve debating. The deba te can be organized by selecting two 

groups, with three to five people in each group. The teacher ac ts as a 

moderator, ma king sure there is fair and equa l pa rticipa tion by both groups. 

One grou p defends the pos ition or positions regarding that a re mentioned in 

the article while the other group opposes them by tI-ying to refute the positions 

held by the first. Then, the audiences a re asked listening comprehens ion 

questions. 

Hence, with the h elp of the listening comprehension questions that accompany 

the articles and instructions cited students could improve their li stening and 

s peaking skills . 

2.2.3.4.2 . Reading and Writing 

To start from reading, Sanges (1 983) s tates that because newspapers a re read for 

information , th ey a re suitable for teaching skimming. He furth er expla ins. that iL is 

possible to engage learners in s imil a r kind of rea ding activiti es by just a llowing 

them little time to browse through the newspa per after which they might be given 
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a se t of qu estions to answer on the main topic. However, it is often stated that 

questions presented to be a nswe red while brows in g a text are much more helpful 

to prac tice s kimming as well as scannin g th a n those ques tion s that a re presented 

following the reading ac tivity . In short, they he lp learners kee p purpose fo r 

reading. 

Newspaper ma terials can be used for developing learners a bili ty to read c ritically . 

Basically, this involves ma king students aware of simple devices in writing such as 

sentence length a nd the diffe rent types of se ntences t reated in the newspapers 

(Sa nges, 1983). 

Putting emphasis on the length of sentences could help students realize the point 

th at written texts composed of shorter sentences are usua lly more readabl e and 

easier to understand. Likewise, there a re a lso certain implications in ma king 

s tudents work out the types of sentences found in newspaper articles. Pa r 

in stance, if learners are made to notice whether the pass ive voice is more used 

than the active, it will be an opportunity for th em to learn that newspape rs a re 

characterized by the form s of verbs wh ich have the tendency to impa rt a n 

imperson a l tone (Sanges, 1983). Alternatively, if they are made to notice whether 

there are a gl-eat number of in terrogative and imperative structures, it is assumed 

tha t they are likely to learn that there is a resemblance be tween interrogatives and 

imperatives in be ing stimuli which normally require an ac tive respon se from th e 

add ress (Leech , 1969). 

It is also noted by Sanges (1983) that such a na lysis of sentence type would he lp 

learners und ers ta nd that there a re different newspaper sty les, rangin g from the 

s pecific la nguage of a footba ll match to th e formal speech of government policy 

sta tements . Pa r the a n a lysis to be more effec tive it is indicated that the 
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comparison of the sentences, of course, should be based on a r t icles from different 

sections of the same newspaper. 

The Exercises for practicing writing with the help of newspa per ma teria ls a l-e 

reported to range from the ha bit of note ta king to writing summaries a nd guided 

or free compositions (Bla tchford, 1973; San ges 1983). Activities of this kind are 

intended to be useful in improving the students writing skills, through summa ry 

writing a nd the development a nd organization of paragraphs on the basis of a 

ma in or topic sentence, supporting examples, and concludin g statemen t 

(Patterson, 1991). 

The following are examples of writing activities that could be carried out with 

newspaper materials: 

1. Jotting down notes on the various a rticles first, and then expanding them into 

summa rIes, or summarizing the content of articles read with a couple of 

senten ces. 

2. Allowing s tudents to copy sentences from the newspaper, the students being 

able to choose sentences that give the central points of the article they read . 

3 . Writing composition (as home assignment) based on a topic taken from th e 

a rticle discussed earlier. 

Sanges (1 983) stresses the importa nce of keeping a list of specific new words 

found in those a rticles on the page facing the summary page so tha t, when 

needed, the list could be u sed for co nsultation . 

Other written exercises include: 

• writing letters to the edi to rs, 

• writing a reply to a letter to the editor, 
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• writing a news broadcast, covering the most important items of a given 

newspaper, and 

• writing letters in reply to advertisements (a bike for sale, a typewriter to 

be sold, a job that a student is likely to apply for in the near future) 

2.2.3.4.3. Teaching Grammatical Structures 

Newspaper materials can be utilized for practicing grammatical structures that 

frequently occur in the newspaper articles. So, the first step, as this study will also 

attempt, might be making analysis of the grammatical features of the newspaper 

material available for use (Baddock, 1986; Sanges, 1983). 

The following exercises are presented to explain this notion: 

1. Suppose the most frequent grammatical structure intended to be taught is the 

past tense marker 'ed'. Sanges (1983) recommends a three-step procedure for 

teaching such a structure. This involves: finding a suitable ti tle for the activily , 

asking the students to underline the structure every time they find it in the 

newspaper and doing some kind of drill. 

2. Students can be also asked to change headlines into full sentences, adding all 

the words that are implied but have been omitted. Though it is intended for 

practicing the grammatical structures of headlines, such an activily has also 

the advantage of involving students in some kind of writing ac tivity. Sanges 

(1983), however, argues that this kind of exercise has always proved rather 

difficult; they involve a deep syntactical analysis. 
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2.2.3.4.4. Teaching Vocabulary 

Activities recommended for practicing vocabulary often involve the fo llowing steps: 

• Students underline any vocabulary that they do not understand. 

• They can be made to ask each other the meanings of the words in pairs 

or small groups. 

• Later, teacher may ask them to answer the meanings of new words 

individually. 

• The teacher writes the definitions of the words on the board and 

students copy. 

• In the end, students are encouraged to produce sentences orally using 

the new vocabulary. 

Patterson (1991) says that these activities, if used properly, could reinforce and 

enlarge the students' English vocabulalY both because of the meaningful context 

of the words and the intensive systematic practice both in the whole class and in 

small groups and pairs. 

2.2.3.4.5. Teaching Pronunciation 

Activities recommended for improving students' command of pronunciation follow, 

more or less , similar pattern. That is, individual students are usually asked to 

read a newspaper article out loud to the whole class and in small groups to 

improve their pronunciation in clear terms. The teacher can: 

• select individual students to read a paragraph out loud to the class, 

• correct their pronunciation and encourage peer correction; 

• use a repetition drill or minimal pair drill if there are serious mistakes in 

pronunciation, and 

• explain students' error in pronunciation privately after class. 
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Th e rationale behind the above Lips is Lhat news papcr arLiclcs co uld bc cxp loi Lcd 

.to improve the s Ludents' pronunciation Lhrough the correcLion of crrors by Lhc 

teach er and their peers, as well as through the pronunciation drills a nd teacher 's 

after class explanations (Patterso n, 1991). 

2.2.3.4.6. Teaching Skills Integratively 

Fina lly, it is worth stating that newspa pers a re su itable to teach language ski ll s 

integratively. In real life s ituations people often read newspapers, share idea s 

about the a rticles they have read either through oral discussion or through the 

letters they write. Hence, there is no reaso n why this practice cannot be extended 

to classroom s ituations. "One way or method might be to have the students read the 

wtic/e (or whatever) for understanding, talle about it, and then write either a 

summary of the wtic/e or their reactions to it. In this way, all four language skills are 

practiced" (Parks, 1986: 2 17). Using newspapers in class, according to Parks, can 

be an effective communicative method, one that could b~ made the backbone of an 

entire language course. 

2.2.4. Methodological Basis of Newspaper Materials 

It has been pointed out that one and perha ps the major function of langu age is to 

convey informa tion. Parks (1 986) quotes Newmark (1979) a nd Wilkins (1976) to 

s ta te that langu age for conveying information should be in "chunks" that a re not 

too large for the learners to ha ndle, a nd that such "chunks" of language in turn 

s hould be authentic, not contrived. It has also been pointed out that newspapers 

are one source of authentic data. Furthermore, it is worth recalling that much 

emphas is has been made on the authenticiLy of material in Communicative 

Language Teaching. Thus, it may not be difficult to see the key position that 

newspaper materials, as authentic source, holds in the Communicative Language 

Teaching approach. 
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Parks (1986) , as one of the proponcnts of the CLT, strongly argues that any 

. teaching that claims to have its foundation in this approach should realize the 

importance of newspapers for teaching foreign language courses. He quotes 

Johnson (1979) to s tate the three conditions that a Communicative Language 

Teaching m eets: 

• It must be task- oriented. 

• It must involve information unknown to the learner. 

• The students must be permitted some choice in what they say . 

Thus , he argues that newspapers fulfill the three criteria in the following ways , 

and therefore, should be given due a ttention: 

(1) Understanding newspaper articles and comparing ideas about them 

is clea rly an example of task-oriented learning, and can be made 

more so by applying certain techniques. (Some of these are treated 

in the earlier sections). 

(2) Newspapers mostly contain information unknown to the students, 

and perhaps even interesting for them. 

(3) The way any person interprets a newspaper article or what he says 

a bout it is not predetermined, the element of choice is respected . 

The discussion made above, therefore, can be taken as a n account of the earlier 

a rguments that newspapers have been one of the authentic materials currently 

used in the Communicative Language Teaching. The quotation taken form 

Richards and Rodgers (1985:80) also confirms this point: "Many proponents of 

Communicative Language Teaching have advocated the use of "authentic", "from­

life" materials in the classroom. These might include language based realia such as 

s igns , magazines, advertisements and newspapers ... " 
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2.3. Newspaper Headlines 

The term 'headline' a~ a journalis tic jargon is often refe rred to as a title of news 

story . A n ews s tory has three sections on e of whi ch is the head line. The other two 

a re the body of the story and th e lead, the section wh ich is between th e h eadline 

and the body . Each n ews story is, therefore, told three times in the head line, in 

the lead , a nd in th e body of the stOlT 

A comparison of the three sections of news story clearly reveals tha t the headline, 

which is the shortest and the hardest to write, is still the most important. The 

details of a given news story are a lways found in the body. The headline, like the 

lea d , is devoted to summa rizing the important facts of the s to ry. So, what makes 

headlines different from the leads remains to be answered. Adams and Stratton 

(1963) state that, because of the space limitations, headline writers do not have 

the same freedom to choose words they might like to u se in expressing thei r ideas. 

This s hows tha t headlines a re summaries eve n shorter than leads. 

Whenever readers look at n ewspa pers, as pointed ou t in Adams a nd Stratton 

(1 963), the firs t things they see are h eadli nes. It is the headline, a nd not the lead 

or the body, tha t shows readers in a very s ummarized a nd attrac tive way what the 

story looks like. It is, therefore, the h eadline th at helps readers ma king decisions 

as to wh ich s tory to read a nd leave the others. 

In order to attract the read er 's attention newspape r head lines should be 

interesting. In most cases the quali ty of head line depend s on the quality of the 

lead, from which it is extracted . In othe r word s, the head line is depe nden t on the 

lead for the required summary of information of the n ews story. If the lead is ill ­

formed, it means that the headline is less like ly to fulfill its j ob of summarizing 

a n d adverting the news story. 
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2.3.1. Language of Headlines 

The fact tha t newspaper head lines should attract the attention of their readers 

s ignifies that there is a special kind of art that is employed in the making of 

headlines. It is often stated that Englis h newspa per headlines are governed by 

linguistic rules of their own (Freeborn, 1995; 8addock, 1984). The language is 

elliptical and compressed . Consequently, it has been found out that there a re 

certain specia l features worth considering in writing headlines. The features ra nge 

from linguistic to nonlinguistic, and are presented in Adams a nd Stra tton (1963) 

in the form of certain prescriptions to follow. 

2.3.1.1. Linguistic Features 

1. Omission of words 

Leave out unnecessary words . Do not use the a r ticles 'a' 'an, or 'the'. Omit 'is ' and 

'are' from the headlines whenever possible. 

2 . Tense and voice 

Use the present tense to indicate current and past happenings. Use the infinitives 

whenever possible to indicate future happenings. Use the active rather than the 

passive form of the verb. 
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3. Words and phrases 

Use only key words LhaL express Lhe ma in idea of the story. Usc a lso s horL words, 

proper na mes, ve rb phrases, prepositional ph rases, or closely related adj eeLive­

noun combinations from one line Lo Lh e n exL. 

2.3 .1.2. Nonlinguistic Features 

1. Abbreviations 

• Do not use a bbreviations, except for groups of we ll known ini Lials, such 

as TV. 

• Invented abbreviations like Eng!. For 

"Representa tives" are in excu sabl e. 

2. Numbers 

• Use numbers only if they a re important. 

• Avoid s ta rting a headlin e with a number. 

"English " or Rep for 

• When numbers are u sed they appear as numerals . 

3. Punctuation marks 

• When initia ls are u sed, do not a llow s pace or add periods beLween 

letters. 

• Use sin gle quota tion marks. 

2.3.2. Newspaper Headlines and English Language Teaching 

In the prev ious d iscussions, it is poin ted out Lha t head lines are governed by 

lingui s tic rules of their own. I to (1 993) a rgues tha t this makes them notoriously 

difficult for fore igners (and so metimes for native s peakers). Baddock (1 984) 

confi rm s thal the fraclured gramma r and the idiosyncratic vocabu lary by which 

English headlines a re characterized will challenge the understand ing even of 

native speake rs . 
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II is s lcll cd ill Racldock ( 191)4 ) Ih ,1I cicsp ilc il s lllliq l lC cliid dilTicllll 11;1I11IT, 11)(' 

language o f head lines gives a st ill1u laling cha llenge to non -nat ive spcakc rs. In 

a ddi l ion to thi s, Baddock has cO ll1e ae l"Oss th e fo llowing lea rning adva n tages of 

news paper head lines: 

o In dealing with headlin es the reader is a lways involved In seeking out 

ll1eanlll g. 

o Graphologically, head lines- big, s hort a nd often accompanied by a 

re levant picture are interes ting, frequently drama tic examples of 

la nguage use. 

o Newspaper h eadlines give us the opportuni ty to train direcLly wide range 

of skill s, from writing ability to pronunciation, by ded uc ing the rules of 

h eadline usage and u sin g these rules in dilIerent ways . 

o Th e mos t important reason for s tudying headlines is that readers n eed to 

be able to interpret them, for thi s is one of the skill s required by a nyo ne 

in a n Englis h speaking cultu re. 

Ada m s and Stratton (1963) point out that headlin es a re sources o f information for 

a busy reader who cannot spend time to read the body of artic les . 1'h u s, in 

classroom, studen ts may be given a parallel exercise like decipherin g headlines 

with out access to the accompanyin g article (Baddock , 1983). Th e other ty pe of 

read in g ac tivity hea dlines could be u sed for is matching hea dlines with their 

correspo nding leads. Activities tha t require learners to look thl"O ugh a li st of 

headlines a nd identify the sections or components they have come fl"Olll cou ld bc 

u sed to acquaint learners with newspape r components. Activities recomme nd ed 

by Baddock (1986) are more comprehens ive a nd well known. These ac tivities a re 

based on a three-phase approach. Phase 1 is for deductive exe rc ises on language 

features. The second phase is for provid ing summary of la nguage whil e the last 

phase is for activ ities . 
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CHAPTER THREE 

Methodology 

Thi s pa rl of the sludy presenls the methods lhal are e mployed to ac hi eve th e 

resea rc h objeclives which have been set. 1n ShO I"t, il deals wilh the dala, lhe 

proccdures fol lowed and the instrumenl used fo r galh erin g dala, andlhe slatislieal 

suppo r t to be made and the framewod< for analysing the li ngui st ic data. 

3.1. The Data 

Th e dala lor the l"Cseareh in qLles l ion is newspaper head li nes found in a loca l 

English newspaper, The Reporter. It is one of the weekly English newspo[Jers whieh 

lhe researche r has access lo. 

3.2. Procedures for Obtaining Data 

The Reporter ha s been publi s hed s in ce Se plembe r 11 , 1996; hence, it has been 

published for a lmost four years and a hal f, or fifty-four month s now (Marc h 

5,200 1). In o l·der to come up with a reaso nable lype of I"ep rese ntalive sam ple, one 

ncwspa pe r is random ly se lected out o f the four or fiv e iss ues published each 

monl h . So, the number of newspapers lhat makes up the data needed for 

icientifying lan guage fealures of the headlines is about fiily- f<2..ur. This fi gu re nea rly 

accounls for 25 pe rcent of the entire headlines, a percenlage which is bel ieveello be 

ad equately represe ntative of any popula tion (Gal::!"e lt 1962 in I(oul , 1984). 

" .U 
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3.3. Instrument for Obtaining Data 

The data is co llec ted in a table that keeps separate section s for li s tin g down the 

hcad lines under th eir res pee Live components. Th is is proved to make the a nalysi s 

eas iel' a t the la te r s tages of the study (Bad doek, 1984; Pi I beam e l a i, 1982). Th e 

lable has a lso a separa te column for c lassify in g th e headlines inlo three possible 

syntactic ca lego ries , which are ('flen referredlo as Type 1, Ty pe 2, a nd Ty pe 3. Il 

is the added value of such a table lha t th e nonlinguistic feature s by whic h lh e 

headlines arc cha rac ter ized could a lso be identifi ed somehow. 

3.4. Statistical Support Used 

Wh e neve r possible the lingui stic as well as the nOlil ingui st ie fealures identified arc 

talli ed and c han ged in to perce ntages to ma ke a simple s tati s tica l co n trast aillong 

major fealw ·cs. "Quantitative and non-quantitative methods are complementary 

ways oj Jinding ou t wh.at a given. body oj language is liIee. Th e former may mere ly 

conJirm what is intuitive ly obvious, may conJirm a guess, or may reueal some 

complete ly IIl1susp eeted property oJthe material uncler s tucly" (Leec h J 966: 10). It is 

lhis co mplement a ry nature of til e two kind s of ev id e nce, whi ch is made to cxplain 

lhe o'.:eas io na l use of statisti ca l support for th e stateme nls aboul fealures or lh e 

newspape r headl ines . 

3.5. Framework for Analysing Linguistic Features of Headlines 

It is pointcd out in the review of rclated lite rature that new s pa per h ead lin es arc 

govc rned by lingu is tic rules o f their ow n. In order to st udy the syn lactic rules 

und e rly in g the headlin es obtained from The Reporler, a fra mework or a na lys is 

introduced by I"ree born (1995) has been ada pted. (See Appen d ix 7) 
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CHAPTER FOUR 

Analysis of Headlines and Its Implications 

The headlines which form Lh e data for Lh e present study a re 2 nalysed at three 

diffcrent bUL closely relatcd s tages . The fir sL sLagc is concern cd wiLh thc ana lys is 

of co mpon e n ts from whic h the headlines a re gathered. Thc sccond stage is devoted 

to ana lysin g th e lin guistic features. The third a nd Lhe las t s tagc is the stage wh ere 

the nonlin gu isl. ic features of the headlines a rc idcnLified. /\t th c c nd of each stage, 

a Lte mpLs a re made to find oUL the implicaLion s of the analys is ca rried out. As pa rL 

of tbe implica Lion, sample classroom acLiviLies a re dcsigned wiLh sLudenLs of Lhe 

Ethiopian Mass Media Training Institu.te in mind. Some of thesc activities a re 

inLended to supplcmcnt the tasks in the regula r textbook wh ich th e in sLiLuLc 

ado ptcd for Lcach in g f<:n g li s h, i. e College English. However, it should bc understood 

Lhat the supp lementary role of the aCLivities inc reases if Lhey a re exploitcd in a 

way Lhey suiL Lhc s tudents a nd meeL Lhe needs of Lhe teac hin g c ircumstanccs. 

4.1. Analysis of Headlines by Their Components 

The headlin es gathered are from different sections or compon e nLs of The Reporter. 

At Lhis stage of the analys is, The Reporter is identified to have Lhe follow ing 

co mponents: 

Front page 

Feature/ Commenta l-y 

EdiLoria l 

Arts /Cu lture 

Group 1 
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[i;conomy / Bu s in ess/ Pi !lance 

Politic s 

Soc ie ty 

Law/Crime 

Sports Re porLc r 



Opinion 

Home Ncws 

Pleasure and Pain 

Group 2 

Group 3 

Science and Tec hnology 

Get l t o[ Your Chest 

Diary of the Year 

World News 

The Horn 

African Ncws 

Th e Spectator 

Hcalth 

Page XII I 

The grouping of the components shows their frequency of occurrenccs. Thus, out 

of the fifty-four sample issues of newspapers selected for the study it is found out 

that components under Group 1 have appeared almost regularly , ranging from 50 

to 54 times. The components [rom Group 2 have occurred within the range o[ 25 

to 38 while those under Group 3 have appeared rarely, tbat is, from 4, the 

minimum, to 15 times, tbe maximum. 

The naturc of topics U-eated in each of the components identified vanes. The 

language activities that are based on headlines take n [rom those components are 

therefore less likely to be dull. It is with this point in mind that Activity 1 is 

designed. 

Activity 1 (see the next page) consists of headlines and paragraphs or 'labels' that 

a re from diffe rent co mponents of Th.e Reporter: The Horn , Home Ncws, Front Page, 

E:ntertainment, World News and Sports Reporter. As stated above, the nature o f 

topics treated in each of these components varies. Thus , Activity 1 is likely to be 

more interes tin g than, [or instance, a similar activity that requires students to 

prac tice readi ng by m atc hing headlines and labels taken out of a single 

co mpone nt. 
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Activity 1 Matching headlincs with paragraphs 

9 
The ministry of Foreign A[fairs recenlly appointed 
about 57 dip lomats to serve in i ts embassies ~J!I over 
the world. T he Ministry made these new 
a ppointments after it had recalled ambassadors back 
home a few months ago. 

3 
Wh ile Ethiopia cont inues La suffer from ac u te wa ler 
s hortage, the reverse is true in Cairo. Ethiopia is 
creat ing bounty for tha t cou ntry, giving the gift of 
morc lakes to it, acco rding to Alexundcr Witze who 
posted the news in th e In te rnet. 

c 
Platinj voted best 
of the centwy 

R 

4 
The midficldcr was selected 
the best in () poll which 
wos published in the 
magazine on 26 December. 

7 
A first clay of negotiations by Middle East 
leaders and US PrcsidcI11IJill Clinton has failed 
to end more t han two weeks of bloody c1a~hes 
between Israel i truops and Palestinian 
protesLOrs. 

1 
T he English Patient sta r will play the ex­
wife of Wi ld West actor Kline, whose 
character is building his perfect home 
while trying to rebuild life. 

8 
A judge ruled the 15- year-o ld from 
Massachccsctts should not be barred from class 
while wearin g femClie dress such as high heels, 
wigs and padded bars. 

/\ 

Homl?eace 
talks resume 

Schoolboy wins right to dress in drag 
2 

De legates from Ethiopia and Eritrea arc meeting in 
Algiers for a new round of peace ta lks. 

I-I 

5 
Some 80 percent o f wa leI' bodies in Addis Ababa and 
its surrounding arc " h igh ly toxic" from factory waste, 
the Nat ional C leaner Ind ust r ial Produ c tion project of 
Ethiopia (NA CCIPPE) announced last week. 

6 
The Hollywood film about the life of boxer 
Mohammad is under threat from its produce rs 
ovc r budget v.rorries, according to Variety 
magazine. 

Ethiopia's heavy 
rain gives rise to 

new lakes in Egypt 

37 



Allcrnative to Activity 1, students, afLer ce rta in explanation s, ca ll be offe red 

head lines to fi nd out th e co mpon ents from wh ich they a re taken . The importanl 

thing to reme mber here is that every component is no t exclusive of eve ry other; as 

a resu lt, h eadlines from one component can be members of another. Hence, the 

a lte rna tive activity to be offered should not necessarily involve match ing headlines 

and components on one to one bas is. IL is in this spirit that Activi ly 2 has been 

proposed. Activ ity 2 is on the n ext pages . 
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Activity 2 Matching headlines with their components 

The fo ll owin g sample co mponents a re ta ken from The Reporter. Th e li s t of th e 

co mpo nents is acco mpa ni ed by a brier explanation: 

1. Editorial 

2 . Arts/Culture 

3 . Law /Crime 

4. Science and 
Technology 

5. Health 

6. Sports Reporter 

7. Home News 

8. World News 

IL is a component that gives an Opl11l0n on some 
se ns itive and current issue. It is written by the 
ed itor, th e person who is respon s ible for planning, 
directin g a nd pub lis hing The Repolter, to the ge nc ra l 
public or to individual s who read The Reporter. 

It is a co mpon ent o f The Reporter whe re a rticles on 
re fined unders ta nding a nd a pprecia tion o f a rt (e.g. 
pa inting, sculpture), litera ture, e tc a re presented. 

It is a compon en t wh ich dea ls with articles on 
iss ues rela ted to offence or ac t of law-breaking an d 
the rules es tabli s hed by authority or c us tom to 
regulate this. 

In this co mpone nt of The Repolter appea r a rticles 
reporting scientific resu lts obtained by observation 
and tes tin g of fac ts about the physical world a nd 
na tural laws, a s well a s, a rticles on the a pplication 
of the results of scie ntific inves tiga tions in indus try, 
etc . 

Thi s component of The ReporterjJrese nts reports on 
topics rela ted to d iseases a nd the nature of diseases, 
the medical cares that need to be taken , and th e 
na ture of heath care servi ce s ava il a ble. 

This component presents the la tes t results a nd 
n ews in different s ports: basketba ll, ta ble tenni s, 
a thle tics, swimming, football, boxing, etc. The 
re ports presented are on competi tions carried out, 
be ing carri ed out or to be carri ed out in or outside 
Ethiopia. 

It is a co mpone nt that p resents new o r fres h 
inform a tion, or re ports of recent eve nts in Ethiopia. 

It is a com pone nt tha t presents new or flTS h 
info rmat ion, or reports of recent eve nts outside 
Ethiopia. 

39 



Now look thl"Ou gh Ih c following hC'ldl illc s <lI HI ici cill iry Ih e CO iliPOI1 CIlis Ih cy COI11C 
from by lookin g 8l Ih c co mpon c nl s li s l givcn ,Ji )()vc . Sec Ih ;ll IhclT can be 
hea dlin es which are membc rs to morc th a n onc co mpo ne nl. 

a. Yopth team suffer heavy defeat 
b. Contraband good seized 
c. Jazz makes friends for every body 
d. Universe proven flat 
e. World population growth could stabilize by 2025 
f. Abel Anthon wins Berlin Marathon 
g. Coffee beats tea on heart disease: The result surp1'ised the 

researchers 
h. Oromiya trade exhibition 
i. Court sentences municipality officials 
j. Cinema paradise opened at Alliance 
k. Honesty, please! 
l. Climate change 'threatens Arctic birds' 
m . Ethiopian goods in short supply 
n. Smoking addiction 'sets in early' 
o. International trade and labour rights: ILO Director-General calls for 

establishment of universal group rules 

1. I-lave yo u come across headlin es that fa ll into more th a n one component? 
2 . If es, which one is the most likel com onent for th ese headlines? 

As in the case of oth er news paper headlines, there are head lines in The Reporter 

that ca rry condensed information. These hea dline s are so short that, un less the 

reader has spec ia l background in format ion, some of them may not be understood 

until the whole article has been read . Consequently, relatively longer headlines are 

most recommend ed for des igning Activity 2 . The oth er optio n is to look for articles 

wh ic h have two head lines. The first introduces the gene ral subject an d the second 

indica tes the more precise content of the a rticle. Thus , the id ea from the two 

headlines togethe r gives a picture of the component from which the head lines are 

taken. 

Some of the head lines under the components identified are accompanicd by 

pictures. The headlines together with the accompanying pictures h elp reade rs 

clearly und e rstand what the article is a U a bout . .Thus, it would be possible to 

teach meaning by designing a tas k that demands s tudents to match the pictures 

with their co rrespond ing headlines . Discussions can a lso be inj ected in to if 

s tudents are encou raged to make ex planations of thei r answers about the pictures 

and the head line s. 
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Activity 3 Matching headlines with pictures 

I . The hC;lcllincs oncl pi c lurcs bc low arc wmngly matched. Arrange lIl cm illt o 

8. Identical Twins 3. Anger at Cameroon dance ban 

10. Insecure Food Producers 

7. Fighting r(,SlIlIIes nelll' ASSllb, Senllf(' 



2. Brad and Jeneifer tie the knot 

\ 

"V1J 

: ~ :" :-:~~ f~ 
" <l!-'> 

. ,'!" G;t> 

1. Tyson cleans up his act in four minutes 

0. The Middle East Situatioll-The Reality 



words usu;d ly wrille ll 10 C'xp la il l picllircs, i\PPc;lril lg;il l l ,c 1)0110 111 , ""l'lio ll S ,. 

give IIl1lCh IrJOI'C' rI C' l il il i"rol'llral io ll nboullhe pict llres lh 'ln he; lCll incs whic l l 

lIsu;dly appea r ;11 lil e lop, Compare L1l e he'lcl li ne ' lilel lhc cnpl iun laken 1', 011'1 

lhe pic t lll'C below, 

Il cClCllinc: "Ballooning is a metaphor for life" 

CHplion: Thl' "IJlltll~lIl Solidnrity" 11:1110011 descclIding ov('r tu th(' 1',1I m; d('s N:tliolls ill e('/H'\'", 

"Ballooning is a metaphor for life" 

,1< ' :i 

~'" """'1' " ,~ ., ,.' 

Thc "I Itt 111 [l 11 So!id:1ri!y" f),I!lnoll (k sc(, llditll~ 0\,('1' '0 !h(' I'ntns d('s N:1!iollS /11 ( ;('I1(' V;1 

Notice a lso L1lal eaplions arc prinled in leLters Lhal nrc smell ie r in size Lhan 

head li nes, 

On th e w hole, il i s the contri bu tio n o r analysing h ead lines ill Le!'lllS or lh e 

,!ccompanying piclures and ca ption s thal ac livities su ch as the follo wing cou ld be 

designC'dlo mHke slucien Ls ma leh headlines w i th pi eltlres, captions with pil'lures, 

;lIld finally cnplions lVit h heHdlines, 



Activity 4 Matching headlines with pictures/Captions 

I . L()ok al th e fu llowing hcadlincs. t<;LI CI! hCCldlil iC is rci;llcd t() \JIlt: ()f till' 

I. 

e. 

III. 

v. 

ncwspapel' phologra phs below. On th e lin e above each picturc, wl'itc lhe 

appropri:lIe hendline that mat c hes well. 

Museums showcases African art 
Early days in the air 
An African refugee's story 
Indian Claims World Crown 
Mozambique floods set to worsen 

J. 

II. 

IV. 
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2 . Again , look a t the following ca ptions . E:ach ca ption is rc lated to one of th c 

news pa per photograph s on th e prcvious pagc. On th c linc under eac h 

pic ture, write th e a ppropriate ca ption that ma tches well. 

Priyo nkn Chopra: Biggest. influences? Mother Teresa 
Copt.ain S010 1ll 0 1l GizO!.o 
MallY civilians " ewe fled fighting ill Sierra Leone 
. .. Visitors admire modern eagle cofJiIl 
Caliorra Bassa elm" COlillot. conioill all/lie wa ler 

3 . What clues did you u se to match the headlines with the pi ctures? 

What clues did you u se to match the captions with the pictures? 

4 . What s imila r things do headlines a nd captions of each of the pic tures have 

in common? 

S. Wha t majo r differences a re seen betwee n th e two in terms of the na ture of 

informa tion they convey? For in s tan ce, which of them conveys more ge neral 

a nd which conveys more s pecific informa tion a bout the pictures? Can you 

expla in your an swer with examples? 

Alth ough The Reporter, as a weekly n ewspaper, is su p posed to deal wi th local and 

na tion a l issues, some of its co mpon ents (Entertainment, Sports Reporter and World 

News, fo r in s tance) present n ews a bout the ta rget speakers . Hence, headlin es 

ta ken out of these components are most likely to facilitate lea rning by acquainting 

learn ers with th e target culture . Exclusive u se of these headlines could , however, 

ma kc lea rnin g difficult pa rticula rly fo r s tud ents in a n EFL context. Becau se of 

this , it is su gges ted that su ch headlines be used in combina tion with headlines 

ta ken from components devoted to prese nting topics fa miliar to lea rn ers 

background. 
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Activity 5 Finding out the meanings of headlines 

Here a re so me more h ead lines taken from The Repolter. They a re a bou t spo rts , 

law, politics, disasters e tc. Explain what you think each of them means or 

refe rs to . 

Article 39?! 

Cbrn.Ipti.an Bamed. far Delays 

}lead li nes are sources of information for busy reade rs who cannot spend time to 

read the body of the a rticles . Activity 4, which comprises head lin es taken from 

different components of The Reporter, could therefore give students a cha nce to 

learn to decipher headlines without access to the accompanyin g articles. 

Alterna tively, s tudents m ay be provided with an ac tivity that requires them to look 

at a head li ne for which, out of four or five options, they select one and appropriate 

meaning. Though such an activity can be easie r for students to handle, it is not as 
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'rca l' as Activity 4, lo r no rcader will bc givc n such choices to fin d out thc meaning 

of th c headline he or she reads in actua l situations. 

4.2. Analysis of Linguistic Features of the Headlines 

Syntactically, the headlines gathered for carrying out th e study form three basic 

categories. For the sake of conveni ence, the categories are termed as Type 1, Type 

2 a nd Type 3 (Appendix 1), and thi s is how they are also used in the discussions 

to come. 

4.2.1. Linguistic Features of Type 1 Headlines 

On the whole, the headlines under Type 1 a re head lines which have a predicator 

VP. It is found out that they a re mu ch more frequent than the other two types; 

they account [or a bout 52 per cent of the headlin es obtained. 

Exccpt in some cases, Type 1 headlines do not follow norma l sentencc patterns. 

Most o[ them a re short clauses, and are often called 'truncated sentences' in the 

lite rature. On the whole , there are certain linguistic features which characterize 

Type 1 headlines : 

Th.ere is a special use of tense among Type 1 headlines. Th e analysis of ve rbs 

under th is group has proved that th ere is a lmost a consistent u se o[ the present 

tense. Th e following examples a re presen ted to justify this predomin a n tly common 

u se of the present tense in newspaper head lines. 

Nile floods boon for dam 
Mother disappears with wrong baby 
Tamrat case gets murkier 
Mahdi pays short visit to Addis 
Bomb kills a Ten-Years-Old 

The predicators floods, disappears, gets, pays a nd Icills are all ma in vcrbs in the 

present tense. Su ch consistent u se of the present ten se of the h ead lines obtained 
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from The I?eporler confi rm s what has a lready been pointed out in I'rccborn 

(1 995: 150)as "Most news is about what has already happened in the past, but 

because it is the immediate past, it is thought of as currently going on. So the 

present tense is almost always used in the headlines of newspapers. " 

I'requ ent u se of the present tense among Type 1 head lines is no t, howeve r, 

without exception s. Thus, the exceptions given below mark the rare use of the past 

tense in the head lines o f The Reporter. 

INGENUITY OF WOMEN SAVED AFRICA 

Bombing caused death and suffering 

FLOOD CATASTROPHE CONTAINED THE COFFEE FRONT 

Th e past tense is so rare that these are the .only Type 1 headlines identified to 

have predicators in th e past tense. 

The a na lys is m ade would hopefu lly enable one to des ign language activities which 

could be used to make students familiar with the permanent use of the present 

tense in newspaper head lines for a n event that has just happened in the near 

past. Th is point is not given due emph asis in most conventiona l English language 

textbooks. Part of Ac tivity 11 (pp .68 and 69) is intended to fill this gap. 

There are two basic syntactic devices that operate in Type 1 headlines. Th e first is 

ca ll ed omission or deletion. It involves the cutting out o f ce r tain word c lasses 

(usually function words) from clause structures. The omitted or deleted words 

co uld be obtained by rewriting the head lines into norm al sentence patterns. The 

foll owing examples a re presented to show this nature of Type 1 headlines in The 

Reporter: 
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Former bank governor calls for change 
(Th e formcr governor of bank has cal led for a chan gc) 
Sudan protests to UN against Uganda, Eritrea 
(Sudan has protested to the UN against Uganda and Eritrea) 

The interpretations have made it clear that the two headlines have undergonc 

omissions of function words like a r ticles (a/the), a preposition (00 and a 

conjunc tion (and). 

Th e second type of syntactic device that und e r-l y the formation of many Type 1 

headlines is known as embedding. It is co nsidered as thc fixin g of one structure 

within another gra mmatical structure. However, it is not a lways simple Lo locate 

embedded structures for they too may be omitted. When su ch is the case, it will be 

necessary to rewrite headl ines in full forms. 

Teff smugglers into Eritrea arrested, grain confiscated 

Teff smugglers (whu went) into Eritrea were a rrested a nd the grain 

(which they had) was confiscated. 

In this headline there is a n embedding of two clauses . The em bedded s tructurc s 

are the non -restric tive fini te relative clau ses in the brackets. They a rc embedd ed 

into the nouns (subjects) they modify. 

The im plication of identify ing the syntactic devices operating at th is level is, first of 

a ll , to see th e difficult and unique nature of Type 1 newspapcr headlines . It is this 

expert knowledge that would later enable one to come up with langu age ac tiviti es 

of practical importa nce. Por in stance, if students a re given a mode l of headlines 

and their interpre tations, they will be able to practice rewriting head li ncs. In short, 

it is the e ffect of such analysis that Activity 8, No. 1 and Activity 10 could be 

designed. 
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There are two major clauses ill Type .1 headlines. Th c syntactic ana lys is of Type I 

head lin es indicates tha t th ey could be furthcr class ified into kerncl and nonkcrncl 

clauses. The kerncl cla uses account for abo ut 70 per cen t of Typc 1 headlines 

while the nonkernel clauses in the same category are n ea rly 30 per cent. Howeve r', 

in terms o f variety the nonkernel clauses exceed th e kernel ones. It h as been 

identified that the kern el clauses consist of dec laratives wh en the non kernel ones 

include im pe rat ives and interrogatives as well. 

One may wonder why it is impo rtan t to identify the percentage d iffe rence between 

m ajo r syn tactic elemen ts su ch as ke rnel and non kernel clauses. Th e advantage of 

thi s cou ld be tWo-fold. First, it enables one to clearly fi nd out what a given body of 

language is like; it is purely a linguistic factor. Second ly, it is th is percentage 

relation shi p that will later h elp one decide as to what proportion of the two types 

of cla uses should be main tained when des ignin g the classroom activities; hence it 

is a pedagogical fac tor. 

4.2.1.1. Type 1 Headlines with Kernel Clauses 

A frequency count of th e headl ines under thi s category indica tes that the majority 

of ke rnel clauses (about 60 per cent) have predicators followed by object (0) wh il e 

in the rest of the cases predicators mayor may not be followed even by the other 

types o f com plement, i. e., adverbial complemen t (Ca) a nd inte nsive complemen t 

(Ci). 

The followin g summ a ry could be used to show th e nature of constituents in ke rnel 

c lauses of Type 1 head lines. Subject(S) and Predicator (P) are common to all of the 

head lin es, but it s hould be known that it is the verb of the pred icator which 

determines the number and type of complements. 
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I . 

2 . 

3 . 

4. 

5. 

6 . 

Examples 

l. 

2. 

3. 

4 . 

5. 

6. 

SP 

SPO 

SPCi 

SPCa 

SPOCa 

SPOCi 

SP 

S PO 

SPCi 

SPCa 

S POCa 

SPOCi 

no co mpleme n t 

object 

inte ns ive complement referring bac k to th e s ubj ect 

adverbia l complem ent 

obj ect a nd ad verbia l complement 

obj ect a nd inten s ive complemen t referring to the object 

Horn peace talks fail 

Shushan wins National Costume Award 

Listening is important 

Rappers move into the movies 

Faction leaders accuse Ethiopia of meddling 

German parliamentarian calls Eritrea an aggressor 

To each of these one or morc peripheral adve rbials (Al may be optionally added: 

S PA 

SPOA 

S PCiA 

SPCaA 

Gete Wami wins in Durham 

Floods kill 100 in Sudan 

Questions remain open in connection with Tamrat's 

dismissal 

Nigeria enters 8 in Africa squad 

SPOCaA Egypt aims blow at militants by mass trials 

SAPCa Revenelli likely will be on the bench 

Such a n ana lys is may enta il ac tivities tha t help check if stude n ts a re a ble to 

confidently identify the con stituents of kerne l cla u ses in Type 1 h eadlines . 

Based on the a na lys is made so fa r , it is a lso possible to design ac tivities th a t 

dem a nd s tu dents to a rran ge disorgani zed headlines into their proper word 

orde r. 
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Activity 6 Labeling constituents and rearranging disorganised headlines. 
1. Ch eck tha t you can confid ently idcnlify th e con s tiluenls o f the fo llowin g headlines as S, P, Ci, Ca, 0 or A by la be llin g the word s and phrases . For' exa mple: 

S P Ca 

Clinton flies into Russian turmoil 

1. Floods kill 100 in Sudan 

2 . Tamirat case gets murkier 

3 . Mother disappears with wrong baby 

4. Meles denies meddling in Sudan's affairs 

5 . Bank blasts rock Addis 

6. AI-Ithad trial begins 

7. German parliamentarian calls Eritrean an aggressor 

2 . The followin g h eadlines are all di sorganized; arra nge them into their proper \, 'n'·' 'i. ~I ' " 

the bench 

will 

on 

Revcnclli 

likely 

be 

c: 

A 

to 
Addis 
Mahdi 

short visit 
Pays 
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Will'ns 

pilgrims 
homc to 
return 

ministry 

!3 

in 

claims 

disease 

lJunllldi 

1,500 lives 
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4.2.1.2. Type 1 Headlines with Nonkernel Clauses 

Th e non kern el clauses differ from the kernel clauses in one or more of the 

sy ntac tic features under which th ey a re classified a nd d iscLlssed be low. 

4.2.1.2.1. Nonkernel Clauses Consisting of Predicators in Phase 

These a re headlines that h ave lexical ve rbs following each oth er. 

SPPO Region 14 fails to lease its buildings 

SPPOA Hollywood props to arise cash for Aids 

SPPO Posh denies snubbing Ferguson 

SPPA Meles denies meddling in Sudan's affairs 

The headlines in the examples a re analysed as having two predicators (PPJ. The 

second lexica l verb in each of th ese predicators is either an infinitive with 'to' or an 

'-ing' participle. 

4.2.1.2 .2. Nonkernel Clauses Embedded in NP/PrepP 

Headli nes that in volve such kind of embeddi ng consist of NPs or Prepl's whose 

headwo rd s are a ll post-modified as in th e followi ng clause headlin e: 

NPs and magazines should give attention 

to the development of the story in Ethiopia 

The h ead nou n attention in the NP attention to the development of the stoty in 

Ethiopia is post-modified by the foll ow ing PrepI' to the development of the s tOlY in 

Ethiopia. The head noun development in the PrepI' to the developmenL of the story in 

Ethiopia is in turn post-modified by th e PrepI' the sLoty in Ethiopia. In the same 

way, the head noun story in the PrepI' the stOlY in Ethiopia is post-modified by the 

PrepI' in Ethiopia. Thus, the relations hip of the Prepl's to the h eadwords is one of 

subord ination. Each one is embedded in the oth er. 
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4 .2.1.2.3. Nonkernel Clauses Consisting o f Nonfinite Clauses in NPs 

Head lines w iLh nonfinite cla u ses embedded as post-modi fi e rs of NPs have been 

iden Li fied : 

1. Eritrea: blinded by nationalism accepts no responsibility 

for the war 

2 . Ratification without discussion makes us look ridiculous 

3 . DPPC urges NGOs to increase support for the needy 

In 1 the NP Eritrea is pos t-modified by the Ilonfinite cla u se Blinded by Nationalism. 

The clau se is callednonfinite because the verb blinded is a past pa rLi ci ple, a nd it is 

not marked for ten se . Likewise, NGOs in 3 and US in 2 are noun phrases (NPs) 

tha t a re post-modified by the nonfin ite cla u ses to increase support for the needy 

a nd loolc ridiculous respectively. To increase (to + infini tive) and loolc (bare 

infinitive) ma rk Lhe nonfinite clauses. Nonfin ite clauses, with participles or 

infini tives are therefore possible qualifiers of NPs. 

In te rm s of s peech the above head lines ma rk th e u se of direct sta temc n t (1 and 2) 

a nd indirect statement (3). On the whole, indircc L s ta tements, u s ua lly introd uced 

by reporting ve rbs like urge, order, etc take the infinitive with 'to', while the direc t 

ones take othe r forms of n onfinite verbs. 

To wi nd up the discu ssion under thi s section , it is the result of the a na lys is made 

so far that Type 1 head lines consis ting of nonfini te clauses could be used to 

design pedagogical tools such as those par tly demonstrated by Activity 7. 
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Activity 7 Identifying direct from indirect speech 

1. From the li s t o f headlin es below, identify those which a re bascd on the reported 
s peech. 

a. Bin laden urges Muslims to kill Americans, Britons 
b. Ratification without discussion makes us look ridiculous 
c. Columbus convinced stars to let him take 'stepmom' voyage 
d. Eritrea: blinded by nationalism accepts no responsibility for the war 
e . Court orders election commission to rectify errors 
f. DPPC urges NGOs to increase support for the needy 

In what respects do the headlines you h ave iden tified diffe r from the othe rs on the 
li s t? 

2. Now find out the direct speec h forms of th e headlines in the indirect speech 
a bove. For in stan ce th e direct form of COURT ORDERS OFFICE TO ASSIGN 
ATTORNIES can be COURT ORDERS OFFICE, 'ASSIGN A'ITORNIES'. 

Notice a lso the changes that occur from direct to reported s peech. 

4 .2. 1.2.4. Nonkernel Clauses Consisting of Relative Clauses 

Relative clauses, like the nonfinite cla u ses in Section 4.2.1.2.3 ., could post-modify 

those NPs serving as subjects and objects. Consequently, re lative clauses are 

s imil a r to nonfini te clauses in fun ction. 

Mos t relative cl a u ses are embedded into othe r cla u ses to which they are 

subord inate. Thi s n ature of relative clau ses in Type 1 headlines can be stud ied 

with th e he lp of box-diagrams. The n um ber of boxes increases as the embedding of 

the c lauses increases . 

I did not say IEritrea was the aggressor!! 

Mllgabie says wh ites I who don'! like land rcrorm Ishould Icave 
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Th e c lause 'k Mugabe says is ungrammatical without its objcct, thc rc porteci clausc 

whites who don 't like land reform should leave. Between the reporting and the 

repo rted clauses comes the conjunction that, a function word whic h is less 

important and deleted. The reported clause, as it has been pointed out, is th e 

object of th e reporting clause; it is there fo re embedded with in the h ead line , which 

is a sentence . The occurrence of the NP whites as a s ubject of the reported clause 

a llows further embedd ing of another relative clause who don 't like land reform. 

Some embedded relative clauses involve omission of certain fun ction words . To see 

the nature of the omissions, headlin es consisting of such c lauses should be 

rewritten in full form s. 

Lionel Bart, composer of 'Oliver!' dies after illness 

Lionel Bart, who is the co mposer of 'O liver !' dies a fter illness 

Al-littihad says attacked again 

AI -littihad says that it is a ttacked aga in. 

The clauses upon which the discu ssion s are made so far a re a ll re lative clauses 

servin g as post-modifi ers . It is inves tigated that there are a lso headlin es which 

have re lative clauses functionin g as pre-modifiers . Such clauses are so 

co mpressed that they a re normally formed as a result of the omission of func tion 

words to save enough spaces for writing head lines . 

1. Duty-free imported vehicles stuck at customs 

Vehicles that are impo rted duty- free are stuck at customs. 

Veh icles that are duty-fre e imported a re s tuck at cu stoms. 

2. 'Hurt' Edwards says sorry 

Edwards, who has been hurt, says sorry. 

Edwards, who has hurt somebody, says sorry . 

At times, more than one inte rpre ta tion of a given head li ne is possible. Th e 

inte rpre tations made could be either simi lar and clear (as in 1) or different a nd 

a mbiguous (as in 2). It should be born in m ind th a t ambiguity is one of th e 
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lin gui s tic fca turcs with which ncws p[lpcr hC[lcllin cs a ttmctlh c attellt ion of th c ir 

read e rs. 

The rewriting of the two head li nes ha s m ade it c lear that pos t-modifiers a re thc 

bas is for pre-modifiers, that is , pre-modifiers, with the help of certain syntactic 

dev ices, co uld be derived from relative clauses that are basically post-modifiers . 

The rewrit ing has a lso made it clear that the post-modifiers may be restrictive or 

non-restric tive relative clau ses. 

One may question the re levance of such syntactic analyses for Englis h language 

teaching. It is therefore necessary to point out that the a nalyses made a re va luable 

in two respects. First, it has been possible to give students a model of headlines 

and their interpretations so that they can practice rewriting h eadlin es. Secondly, 

an activ ity could be a lso designed for students to practice findin g ou t the direc t 

speech fo rms of headlines in the reported s peech. Di scuss ion s can a lso be catercd 

if s tudents a re e ncouraged to ta lk a bout the cha nges that occur from repo rted 

back to direct speech. 

Activity 8 practicing syntax and learning abbreviations 

Study the head line : 

Clinton says 

Iraqistance unacceptable 

I ts gra mmatical struc tu re could be s hown this way: 

Headline: Clinton says Iraqistance unacceptable 

Interpretation: President Bill Clinton has said that lraqistance is unaccepta bl e . 

1. S tudy the following head lines and inte rpre t each of them as in the model 
a bove. Ma ke a list of the fu ll meanin gs of the a bbrev iation s you find. (e.g. 
EEC = Euro p ean Economic Commiss ion 
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A 

EUnames envoy 

to help end 
Ethio-Erifrca war' 

Ij'. 

WFP says 
COlli plexilics 
affectillg fuud 
d ist ri bulions 

c 

Board says a llegatiuns uf 
EOI', AAPO llaseless 

I) 

I)l'ought threatens 
IJorcnfl, Somali 
rc!!ion 

II 

OAU head 
ca lls on 

A f.-ieans to end 
conflicts 

F 

Burundi 
rebels report 
fi erce fightin g 

Is more tha n one interp reta tion possible for a ny of the headlines? 
Which is the most likely in te rpretation? 
Wha t m ajor differen ces a re noticeable in term s of the u se of langu age between 
th e headlines and the corresponding interpretations you have jus t made? 

2 . From the lis t of h eadlines below, identify those three headlines wri tten in the 
form of repor ted s peech . 

a . Asrat says not allowed to write 'even half a page' 
b . Obasanjo Insists debt rl':scheduling is not solution 
c . Reduced bread price causes riots 
d. Lionel Bart, composer of 'Oliver!' dies after illness 
e. Sydney declares 'We're ready' 
f. Burundi rebels report fierce fighting 

In what regards the three head li nes you have ju st iden tified d iffer from the rest of 
the head lines on the lis t? 
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3. Th e fo llowin g a re examp les of headli nes wri tten in Lh e form o f d irect speech: 

Sydney declares 'We're ready' 
Zambia did not overspend for Africa Cup, Sports Minister says 

Now find out th e direct s peech forms of the th ree headlines you h ave identified 
earlier- follow n of the ex m )les g.!.'i v,-,e",n~.."b,-,oL'v,-,e~. _____________ ~ 

4 .2 . 1.2. 5. Nonkernel Clauses Consisting of Finite Adverbial Clauses 

These a re hea dline s consis t of adverbial cla u ses ma rked by subordinaLing 

conjunctions : 

Browl arises as crowd attempts to burn Eritrean flag 
Wave of fighting hits Somalia as new faction arrives 
Malawians die as floods destroy homes 

Th e clau ses in ita lics are adverbia l cla uses marked by a subordina ting 

conjunction called as. They a re a ll preceded by ma in cla u ses . However, 

ad ve rbia l clauses, like adverbs a nd adverb phrases, are n ot fixed in one position . 

Adverbial clauses in Type 1 headlines m ay in turn precede main cla u ses in 

whi ch they a re embedded. The difference in position between th e two clauses is 

one of emphasis a n d foc u s of information , th a t is, the clause which comes fir s t 

is thematic a nd m ore prominen t. Thus, in the h eadlines given a bove the pieces 

of information in the m a in clau ses a re much more prominent than th ose in the 

a dve rbia l c la u ses . 

In the followin g headline the adverbia l cla u se com es firs t, and it is therefore the 

one whi ch is given due emphas is : 

If we can't afford BMW's . .. 

In this headline the m a in cla u se is not offered; so readers h ave to work out the 

res ult cl a u se for themselves . See a lso the headline below: 

British museums can't return African artifact unless. 

In thi s case the missing clause whi ch readers a re required to work ou t is th e 
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a d vcrbi a l clause. It is to ma ke rcadcrs morc c urio us about th e a r tic lc bc hind th c 

hcadline that such type of head lines a re gene rally formed. 

Th e di sc u ssion s made here could be a source for para llel cl ass room activities. 

Given a h ead lin e with ma in clause, studcnts can be asked to find out the 

remaining clause, that is , the adverbia l cla u se. Thi s ac tivity is like ly to be more 

interesting to do if s tudents a re frequently enco uraged to be se n siti ve to the 

structu re in the ma in clause and the inform a tion it co nveys. In the end, s tuden ts 

should be a llowed to check their a nswe rs by readin g the whole or pa rt of th e 

newspa per a r ticle from which the headline is obta ined. 

There a re ce rtain cases of headlines where, in s tead of s ubordin a ting conju nctions, 

a comma is placed between the m a in a nd the adverbia l clau ses . 

Layoff Eric, he is as good as dad was 

The subord inating conjunc tion for which the comma in the above head line is used 

can be inferred by making a co mpa rison be tween the idea on e ithe r s ides of the 

comma. Thus, the comma in this headline could m ean s ince or as or because. 

Layoff Eric as he is as good as dad was 
Layoff Eric because he is as good as dad was 
Layoff Eric since he is as good as dad was 

Based on such syntactic analysis of the head lines certain classroom activities of 

pa ra mount importance can be designed . To m e ntion one , given su ch ki nd of 

nume rou s headlines , studen ts can be asked to identify the subordin ating 

conjunction s which are replaced by commas for the purpose of saving s paces. As 

u sua l, stude nts need to be reminded tha t , in doing so , it is ofte n necessary to 

com pa re the ideas on the oppos ite s ides of the commas. This s hou ld be followed 

by ac tivi ties tha t involve reading the a rticl es or pa rts of the articles from wh ich the 

headlines are taken; this m igh t let students ch ec k th eir a nswers by th emsclves. 
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4.2 . 1.2.6. Nonke rnel Clauses in the Form of Co mpound Sentences 

These head lines con s is t of two clauses coord inaLed by coordin a tin g conjunc tions : 

but a nd and. 

In most cases, these two conjunc tions a re repl aced by punctua tion marks with the 

inte nti on of sav ing enough s paces for writing th e h eadlin es . 

Army strong man wins Gambia poll , rival flees 

Inter still perfect, Milan lose again 

ONLF Denies killings-WFP confirms 

Three-way Mideast ta lks cancelled; meetings resume Tues day 

Libya says sanctions hurt but it can persevere 

Th e comma, the da sh and the semicolon are u sed in s tead of the coordinati ng 

conj unc tion but. As u s ua l the coordina ting conjun ction [or which the punctuation 

ma rks a re Ll sed is id enhfied by makin g a com pa ri son between the ideas on 

opposi te s ides of each punctuation marie 

If th e s ubj ect of the coord ina ted clau ses is the same, the second a nd th e la tter one 

is u su a lly deleted. 

FLOODS KILL NINE, LEAVE 1, 250 HOMELESS 

COURT SENTENCES GENOCIDE DEFENDANT, ACQUITS TWO 

Purge corrupt officials-but procedurally! 

The real problem is in building the future , not in aging the past 

II is c lear ly seen in the last two headlines tha t, in add ition to subjects, othe r 

id en tical cons tituenls, fo r in s tan ce verbs, a re a lso dele ted . 

It is possible to come u p with ac tiv ities wh ich help learners deve lop th e skill s to 

comprehend newspa per h ead lines by working out wo rd s de leted a nd coordina ting 

conjunc tion s replaced by punc tu a tion marks. 
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4.2.1.2.7. Nonkernel Clauses in the Form of Interrogatives 

It is ident ified tha t th ere are certa in head lin es whic h have occ urred in the form of 

question s. S uch headlines can be roughly ca tegorized into two major c lasses: Wh­

questions and yes/no question s . 

The Wh~luestions ask for specific information a nd m ake u se of a set of function 

word s , all of whic h except how begin with Wh-. There a re head li nes of thi s class 

where Wh-words a re the s ubjects of the c la uses: 

Wh-S 

Who 

p 

should stop the cries? 

There a re a lso cases o f Wh-questions where the first a uxiliary or operator-verb is 

moved in front of the s ubject of its clause; the Wh-words are not the s ubj ects of 

the clauses. 

Wh - op-v 

Why was 

Wh - op-v 

When did 

S 

Tewodros unappreciated? 

S 

we split from the apes? 

The yes/ no ques tions, on the other h and , a re u sed when lookin g for a yes/ no 

answer. Th e re a re cer tain h eadlines of th is class wh ich a re formed by moving th e 

firs t auxiliary verbs to the front of th e clauses as the operator-verbs . 

Can We Afford Election Pollution? 

Is meteorology helping? 

Was Europe 2000 the greatest tournament ever? 

62 



Il cad lin cs co ns is tin g o r s ingle VI's u sc thc verb 'do' CI S il 'dummy' opnil!or-verlJ: 

op-v S P 

Does the EPRDF head of state have the power "to confirm a 

death penalty?" 

On th e whole, headlines in the inte rrogative mood h ave the tend ency to catc h 

a ttention; th ey present topics in the form o f questions, so readcrs have to ca li on 

the exi sting schemata to provide answe rs, which th ey will check by reading 

through the a r ticles. Owing to this, s uch headlines lend them selves to certain 

c lass room activities.To explain one, given head lines dem a ndin g yes/no responses, 

s tud e n ts can be asked to arguc for or against topics the headl ines prescnt. 

Activity 9 Arguing for or against a topic 

Th e followin g headlin e is taken from the Law/ Crime page of The Reporter-

December 1, 1999: 

Does the EPRDF head of state have the power "to confirm a 

death penalty?" 

1. What is your response to the topic in the headline? Is it 'yes ' or 'no '? 
2. Argue for if you agree or say 'yes ', and against if you di sagree or say 'no'? 
3. Wh en you have fini s hed a rguin g, read th e a rticle from which this 

head li ne is taken . 
4. Is your argumen t in line with the a rgument in the article you have just 

ead ? 

Othe r th a n the two major categories, a third category o f interrogative head lines 

has been identified. It is th e unique feature of these headlines th at they do not 

have ve rbs . Some of them a re li sted below. 

"Brightest minds" or a bazaar? 

Privatizing banks- a right opinion? 

Blaming the truth? 

Another five years of ignorance? 

A sunset for freedom of speech? 

A real promise or just lip service? 

63 



It is the symbo l '?' (a question ma d <) tha t in dicates a ll the headl ines a rc qucstions. 

He nce, one may say tha t these headlin es fun ction like question s, evc n though they 

have no predica tors. 

For ease of understandin g, co nstruc tions lac kin g in a predicator but function li ke 

an interrogative should be interpre ted in to interrogatives havin g a pred ica tor. 

Thus, those ve rbless h eadlin es can be interpreted in to headlines having a 

predi cator. It s hou ld be, however , re membe red tha t more tha n on e interpretation 

of th e head lines is possible . 

"Brightest minds" or a bazaar? 

What is more importan t, "brigh tes t mind s" or a bazaar? 

Privatizing banks- a right opinion? 

Is privatizing banks a right opinion? 

Blaming the truth? 

Who a re they blaming, blaming the truth? 

Another five years of ignorance? 

Are we go ing to s pend a nother fi ve years of ignorance? 

A sunset for freedom of speech? 

Is it going to be a su nset for freedom of speech? 

A real promise or just lip service? 

Is it a rea l promi se or just lip se rvice? 

Tho ugh most of the verbless head li nes a bove are interpreted in to ques Lions Lh at 

need yes/l1o a ns wers , there are a lso certain cases of these headlines which s hou ld 

be interpreted in the form of Wh-question s. 

Why researchers on languages? 

Why does the in stitute necd researchers on la nguages? 

What about the hostility? 

What abo ut the h os tility a mong membe rs in the ruling pa rty? 

Health at what price? 

At what price can hea lth be protected? 

Football hooliganism-What to do? 
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What is lhe World Foolba ll Fede ration goin g lo do a bou t footba ll hoo liga ni s m? 

Il is lhe effec t of the ea rlier a na lys is on lhe lWO majo r types of interrogalive 

headl ines (Wh-in terrogatives a nd yes/no interrogatives) lhat lhe verbless head lines 

a re slud ied in a way they can be used for class room pu rposes. A ca reful 

examination o f th e following sample ac tivity expla ins thi s . 

Activity 10 Interpreting verbless questions 

Study th e h eadlines: 

Privatizing banks- a right opinion? 

Why researchers on languages? 

For better understanding, they cou ld be inte rpreted as follow s: 

Headline: Privatizing banks- a right opinion? 

Interpretation: Is privatizing banks a r ight opinion? 

Headline: Why researchers on languages? 

rnterpretation: Why doe s the institute need researchers on la nguages? 

l. Sludy the following verbless interrogative headlines and inlerpret 
them as in the models a bove . 

(a) A sunset for freedom of speech? 

(b) Systematic management or elimination? 

(c) Based on merit or danger? 

(d) What about the hostility? 

(e) Capable to act or in need of help? 

(f) Football hooliganism-What to do? 

2 . Is more than one interpretation possible for any of th e head lines? Which 
is the most likely interpretation? 

3 . Are the in terpretations you have just made in harmony with points 
stated in th e articles from which the h ead lines are obtained? 

(,s 



4.2.2. Linguistic Features of Type 2 Headlines 

The hea d lines under Type 2 a re clauses thaL ha ve predicators no t expliciLiy sLated. 

So, th ese a re headlin es whi ch look as if th ey had no predicators, bUL which a re 

clearly different from what a re frequently re fe rred to as Type 3 head lines or labels . 

In te rm s of qua n tity , they are the least, accounting on ly for 11 per cent of the 

headlin es gathered for the s tudy. 

Like Type 1, Type 2 headlines a re a lso se ns itive to a sy ntactic device known a s 

omission or deletion. The fo llowing headlin es are taken from The Reporter, and 

most of th e function words in these headlines a re om itted. As a resu lt, they a re 

s horter than normal se ntences . 

THIRD RED TERROR TRIAL OPENED 

NBE Governor Replaced 

In order to see the words omitted, the headlines s hould be rewritten in the form of 

norm a l sentences: 

Th e thi rd trial of Red Terror is opened. 

The governor of th e NBE (Na tion a l Ba nk of ELhiopia) is replaced. 

Th e in terpretations which ha ve jus t been made indicate tha t Type 2 headlines 

undergo omiss ions of function words li ke a rticl es, prepos itions a nd the verb be. 

Unlike Type 1 h eadlines, Type 2 head li nes a re highly known for the omission of 

Lhe verb be from c lause s tru ctures . Thi s , of co urse, inc ludes : 
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1. be as ma in verb 

Uganda Ebola free 

Ugand a (i s ) free from Ebo la. 

Private press on strike 

Private press (a re) on s trike. 

2 . th e pass ive vo ice 

Adwa Victory Day Celebrated 

Adwa Viclo ry Day (is) Cele brated . 

Stolen goods returned to Diaz 

S tolen goods (are) returned to Di az. 

3. The progressive aspect 

Djibouti port coping well: Solo me 

Djibouti porl (i s) coping well: Sa lome 

Tourists returning to Ethiopia 

Touris ts (a re) returning to Ethiopia. 

4. a se mi-auxiliary (in be to, be going and be about to) 

UN to monitor Horn cease fire 

UN (is to) moni tor Horn ceasefire. 

UN (i s about to) monilor Horn cease fire . 

. UN (is goin g to) monitor Horn ceasefire 

Ve rbs nex t to be in 2 (the passive), 3 (the progressive) a nd 4 (the in fi n itive) a re 

often re ferred in the literatu re as non-finite form s . They a re not ma rked or inflected 

for te nse like lh e finite verbs a re. However, in term s of meaning, the infiniti ve 

tends to refer to something about lo ha ppe n (future time), the -in9 pa rticiple to 

som e thing currently going on (present time), a nd the participle in lhe pass ive 

(-ed/ -en) to some thing that has ha ppened (pas t time). It s hould be remembered 

tha t this refe rence to time is in re la tion to the t ime of the uttera nce. 

In conclus ion , il is worth m e ntioning that there is a lways a need to make analysis 

o f Type 2 head lines if the na ture of the omission of the verb be is to be clearly 
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id e ntifi ed. 'fhc uniqu e lin gui sLic [eclture Type 2 hCild lil le s a re characLc rizcd by in 
Lurn wo uld e na b le one Lo produce Leac he r-madc c lassroom materia ls sueh as 
those parLly demonstrated by Activity 11 be low: 

Activity 11 Identifying omissions and the use of tenses 

1. Headlines a re shorte r tha n norm a l sentences . 

Li s t some word s wh ieh you think are omitted [rom th ese head li nes. Wh a t kind of word s a re omitted? Why do yo u think they a re omitLed? 

DPPC WORKING OUT FIVE YEARS PLAN 

s to reduce 
Ne~ner\a~dassistance 

bi\atera 

Haile named best sportsman 
of the year 

Ethiopian tourism in slumber 

2 . Some of the following head lines re fer to the past. Som e refer to the future. Which o ne do you think refer to the pas t? Whie h refe r to the fu ture? 
Ethiopian troops claim victory 
at Zala Ambessa 

Eight colleges to become 
universities 

Parties to merge Actor Oliver Reed dies 

MIDROC denies allegations 
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Write one sentence about the way the future ten se is ex pressed in these headlin es . 
Write one sentence a bout the way the pas t tense is expressed in these headlines. 

3. The followin g headings show a spec ia l way of expressing passive and the present 
tense. 

Whi ch head lines do yo u think arc expressed pass ively? 
Whi ch headl ines do you think are expressed in the present tense? 

ETHIOPIAN AIR FORCE ENGAGED IN COMBAT 

Only 468 refugees in Addis 
registered by UNHCR 

SOGEA claiming 50m Birr from ERA 

Teacher arrested for allegedly 
leaking exam questions 

Cuba testing anti-AIDS 
vaccines on humans 

Write one sen tence about the way passives a nd the present tense are expressed in 
the head lines. 

4.2.3. Linguistic Features of Type 3 Headlines 

Next to Type 1 headlines, the headlin es under this category dom in a te the da ta 

ga thered for the current study. They a lmos t acco unt for 37 per ce nt of the entire 

headlines . They are phrases with a head noun, and a re usually known as 'la bels'. 

Th e followin g a re the most important lin gui s tic features that Type 3 head lines a re 

characterized by: 
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I. Th c rc is an ovcr usc of fUll c liomll worcis (nrliclcs, p rcpositions ,1Ilri 

conj unction s). Th c frcque nl usc of fun ction a l wo rd s in most Typc 3 hea dlines 

ca n be learned from the examples below. 

NATIONALISED HOUSES FOR SALE 

CLOSE WATCH ONNGOs 

TRAINING FOR CABLES 

DELEGATION INROME 

The Horn at Cross-roads 

The muse of Music 

The constraint in writing and publishing 

Homecoming ofa legendary daughter 

2. On the contrary, there a re certain cases of Type 3 h ead lines lhat do not make 

use of functional words 

AUSPICIOUS TRENDS 

FRAYED NERVES 

WIDER MARKETS 

REDRESSING PAST BLUNDERS 

INCOMPLETE POPULATION CENSUS 

Unfulfilled commitments 

One woman's agony 

Worldwide alliance agreements 

Water resources management 

These head l ine~ , like ce rtain hcadlines under Type 1 a nd Type 2, do not have 

functional word s . However, due to the normal pattern of word a r ra ngements they 

exhi bit, the absence of functional wo rd s in these headlines does no t as suc h cause 

a mbigu ity . All th e head n ouns in these h eadlines, except one, are pre-modi fied by: 

(a) adjectives as in AUSPICIOUS TRENDS, WIDER MARKETS and 

INCOMPLETE POPULATION CENSUS, 

(b) Particip les as in FRAYED NERVES and unfulfilled commitments 

(c) a possessive phrase as in One woman's agony, and 

(d) nou n phrases as in Worldwide alliance agreements a nd water resources 

management. 

Th e exception c ited is REDRESSING PAST BLUNDE I~S wherc the hcadword 

REDRESSING is post-modified by PAST BLUNDERS, which is a noun phrase. 
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3. I lead noun s or Typc :3 hcad lincs e hn 1"lC!crizccl by ! hl' usc or rune! i()1l<1i wO l'ci s 

arc pre -mod ified, or post-modi fied or pre- and post-modil'ied by a wo rd 01' s trin g 

of words serving as modifiers, The modi fiers a rc those written in itali cs . 

A Senseless Ritual 

The neglected Et hiopian girls 

Hope for exporters 

Importance of scientific evidence in courts 

Couching job for Klinsmann 

One man's race against AIDS 

The rest of Type 3 headl ines that are not presented here s how that pos t-

modifica tion of such h ead nouns is much more common than pre-modification, 

Syntactically, when compared with Type 1 and Ty pe 2 hea dlines, the head lines 

u nder Type 3 indicate the use of normal language patterns; this ma kes them 1110re 

like titles of chapters of books in terms of d iffic ul ty, that is, they migh t no t be as 

d iffic u lt as Type 1 and Ty pe 2 headlines to comprehend, However, becau se of this , 

they m ay be less su itable for designing challenging and s timula tin g classroom 

activities for a n advanced group o f learne rs. II is there fore 1110s t rccoll1l11e nded to 

u se them in combination with Type 1 and Type 2 head li nes, Thus, it is the effect of 

such recoll1me ndahon that Activity 12 could be des igned for summarizing the 

entire pract ice ('Ill major syntactic features of Ty pe 1, Type 2 and Type 3 headlines. 
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------ ------_.-

Activity 12 Summarizing major syntactic features 

S tudy the headlines given be low. Syntac tica lly, they could be classified in to three 

groups . The re s hou ld be three headlines under eac h gro up. 

Ethiopia's TB cases highest in Africa 
World Bank advisor loses job 
The untold story of Abdissa Aga 
Shearer to quit after Euro 2000 
Ethiopian Victory Day 
Meles receives Sudanese delegation 
Tourists returning to Ethiopia 
Lemma Gutema Dies 
Fighting rape through attitude change 

What common syntac tic fea tures ha ve yo u cons idered in groupin g the headlin es? 

Ca n you write one sentence tha t describes the headlines under each gro up? 

4.3. Analysis of Nonlinguistic Features of Headlines 

Th e no nli ngui s tic features that a re found to be opera ting in th e headlin es gathered 

in c lud e punctua ti on ma rks (co mm a, colon , quo ta ti on marks, dash a nd hy ph cn) , 

capita liza tion a nd a bbrevia tion. 

4.3.1. Punctuation marks 

A. Comma (,) 

One of the most frequen t punctu a t ion ma rks in the headlines is the comma . I t 

is u sed to sepa ra te : 

l. ite m s in a series 

Sex, lies and impeachment 

Libya, Egypt and Yemen prepare to send forces to Somalia 

2. ad ve rbia l cl a u ses or phrases and ma in cla u ses 

With Hussein laid to rest, Abdullah begins new era 

one year later, Diana's life and death remembered 
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J. dc pcndcn L c la u scs Lh aL in Lc rrup t. se nLcnccs 

Lionel Bart, Composer of 'Oliver!' dies after illness 

4 . ques t ion tags or othe r s imil ar word s from th e res t of the sentcnce 

We did bend, didn't we? 

'Thank you , EELPA' 

Think Twice, Reporter 

5 . so meon e's exac t words 

Zambia Did Not Overspend For Africa Cup, Sports Minister Says 

I am gay, says s inger Sine ad 

More tha n wha t has been stated , the eomma is a lmos t a lways u sed to s how: 

6. Omission of funct ion word s such as conjunction s (a nd / but/as), th e verb be 

(i s/ a re), e tc from cla u se s truc tu re . 

Euro Flounders, Euro Bourses Nose Higher (a nd) 

Inter still perfect, Milan lose again (bu t) 

Layoff Eric, he 's as good as dad was (as) 

"Health, unattainable " (is) 

Super Eagles, Flying High (a re) 

Th e u se of comma in (6 ) is no t trea ted in depth in mos t conven tion a l textbooks . 

So , an exe rcise th at dem ands studen ts to iden tify the type of p u rpose the comm a 

is used for could be worth des ign ing. 

B. Colon (:) 

Thc othe r comm on ty pe of punc tua tion m a rk iden tified is the colon . It separates : 

1. th e q u ota tion from its source 

'No differenc e with Te fera ': Me les 

Oil induced inflation expected: Economist 
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2 . two id ca s hav ing Cl causc a nd d fcc! ki nd of rc lat io n 

The silence of 'The Lion': the end of the dynasty too 

Superficial stability emasculated: refugees expected 

3 . t itles fro m sub-titles 

Somalia: Red Cross/Red Crescents Staff Kidnapped in Mogadishu 

The Internet in Ethiopia: "Info-Controls Harm Economic Development" 

In a dd ition to wha t h a s been d iscu ssed, the colon ind icates that wha t follows is 

4 . a n example, exp lan a tion , o r s um mary of wh a t has j ust bee n sa id . 

A New Vision for Africa: The Promotion of Higher Education 

Guarantee: The Analogue of Luxury 

Libraries: Victims of Selfishness 

C. Quotation marks (' ')/ (" ") 

The a na lys is made indicates tha t quota tion ma rks a re a lmost regu la r ly used to : 

1. enc lose word s a nd punctuat ion marks in direct speech 

Sydney declares 'We are ready! ' 

'No benefit in knowing baby's sex' 

2 . d ra w atte ntio n to a te rm th a t is unus ua l in th e co n text 

"Crisis" better than "Stability" 

Advocating the death of "death" penalty 

3. enclose th e titles of a r ticles, s hor t poem s, radio a nd te levis ion progra mmes, e tc. 

'Titanic' Earns $60 Min N. America 

Lionel Bart, composer of 'Oliver! ' 

Th e re is the u se of both s ingle a nd double qu otation marks nea rly th roughou t the 

headl ines ga th e red. To m a ke ma tters worse, on e is used in th e same way the other 
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is Llscd. !\s a rcsu lt , to avoid suc h illciisCI"imill;lt c ly uscd quot.nt ioll mn rks, th c 

BriLi s h s tylc (th e use of s in gle quotation marks ) is a ttend ed in design in g the 

sample ac ti vi ties in thi s s tu dy . 

D. Dash (-) 

The das h is ide ntified to serve th e following purposes: 

1. [t is used to emphasise what some one bas exactly said 

"Sport is poverty" - Haile Gebressilassie 

Sudan, Libya provoke civil strife - Somali Warlord 

2. Like the colon, it separates two clauses 

EU urges peace between Ethiopia and Eritrea - Japan to send envoy 

OAU "welcomes" Eritrea's acceptance - Salim says framework is still sound 

3. It separates a summary or concl usion of what has gone before 

The most feared exam - ESLCE 

THE NOSTALGIA FOR "GREATOR SERBIA"- MILOSOVICH'S DISASTROUS 

ADVENTURE 

E. Hyphen (-) 

The hy phen is u sed to form a com pound from: 

1. two other words 

US seeks money - laundering suspects 

Kenyans lack clean water - report 
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2 . H prci'ix a nd a wo rd 

Bargaining over the non - bargainable 

Re-visualizing quality 

3 . Lwo o r m ore p ro per n a m cs 

Spotlight on Ugandan- Sudanese relations 

EU announces new strategy for Addis-Modjo-Awassa road 

Activity 13 On punctuation marks 

1. In whic h of th e h eadlines g ive n a re punctua tion marks u sed to s how: 

a . person s exact word s are bei n g used? 

h. omi ssion of fu nction wo rds such as a nd /b u t, be (i s/are), etc? 

'No difference with Tefers'; Meles 

~uro Flounders, Euro Bou rses Nose Higher 

Layoff Eric, he Is as good as dad was 

Intsr sti li perfect, Milan loss again 

SUdill, Libya provoke clvll.trlte·Somall Warlod 
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Activity 14 On punctuation marks 

1. Can you id entify th e purposcs for whi ch quo ta ti on ma rks a re used in thc 
fo llow ing headlin es? 

a. A 'Crisis' better than 'Stability' 

b. 'Sport is poverty' - Haile Gebressillassie 

c. Lionel Bart, Composer of <Oliver!' > dies after illness 

d. Ethio-Eritrea war, a conflict 'within a family': Peres 

e. 'There was no negotiation with technicians' 

r. 'Titanic' Earns $60 M in N. America 

2 . A hyphe na ted compound wo rd is u su a lly formed whe n a hyphen is p laced 
be twee n: 

(i) two other words 

(ii) a pre fi x a nd a wo rd 

(iii) two or m ore proper na m es 

Use a hyphen (-) and correct the compound wo rd s in the fo llowing headlines . 
Follow th e guidelines given above. 

a. Spotlight on Ugandan Sudanese relations 

b. ANTI CORRUPTION MEASURE 

c. Language Literature association to be formed 

d. EU announces new strategy for Addis Modjo Awassa road 

e. Country credit ratings from Sub Saharan Africa 

f. Director General calls for the establishment of universal ground 

rules 

4.3.2. Capitalization 

Th e re is a ve ry frequent use of capita lization a mon g the headlines o f The Reporter. 

Thi s is cau sed by a variety of facto rs . The m ajor ones are : 

1. In the h ead lines of The Reporter, a bbrevia tion s tha t s hould be writte n 1Il 

capi ta ls a re ve ry freq uen t. 

Eritrea expels UNHCR 

AIDS kills 400,000 Ugandans 
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2 . In wl'iLin g hcad lin cs, Lh ere may IJe a neecl Lo give 1ll 0 IT Clllph;ISis 10 one 1',11'1 of 

Lh e headl ine Lhan Lo t.he oLhCl'. 

BGI knock out Cup 

Open letter to CATHY JENKINS and ALEX LAST 

3 . There may a lso be a need La give more emphasis Lo one head lin e than to the 

other. When it is so, the fir st: letters of the words of a given head lin e, includin g 

the function words, a re written in capital. The other way of doing so is to write 

the entire words of the headline in eapitalletters. 

Jackson Stresses Need For Free And Fair Elections In Kenya 

THIRD RED TERROR TRIAL OPENED 

4. The first words of head lines in The Reporter begin with a ca pita l letter. So, 

capita lization is a regular non -linguistic feature . 

Suspects of bomb attack arrested 

Mother disappears with wrong baby 

4.3.3. Abbreviations 

The last but not the least nonlinguistic fe a tures of the headlines in Th e Reporter 

a re abbreviations . Using a bbreviations would ena ble one to save enough spaces to 

write h eadlines. Consequently, beside the punctua tion ma rks discussed earlier, 

a bbreviations hav~ been another space-saving techniques u sed in writing the 

headlines of The Reporter. 

All the abbreviations identified are not formed in the same way. There are 

abbrevia tions ending with letters of the words being abbrevia ted. 
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Devclopmen t Dcvl. 

Mi s le r Mr . 

MI STER MR. 

Government Govl. 

The rin a l le tters or the abbreviati ons a re th e same as the la s t le tle rs o r the words 

being a bbreviated. As long as the re is this simil a rily between the words and the 

abbrevia tions, the u se of a period (.) a t th e end or th e abbreviations is not mos t 

recommended . 

There a re a lso abbreviations formed with initials of some words of the headline. 

Th e Organization or Arrican Unity OAU 

The United States US 

These kind s of abbreviation s acco unt for great majority of the abbreviations round 

in th e headline s o r The Reporter. Go through the rollowing h eadlines. 

BIG FILM FESTIVAL IN U.S. INCLUDES AFRICAN FILMS 

The Temporary Security Zone (TSZ) ... 

UNMEE's Yellow Card to Ethiopia and Eritrea . .. 

CARE official killed in Somali 

GTZ celebrates its Silver Jubilee in Ethiopia 

Issayas appeals to UN-wants "expedited demarcation" 

EHERCO denounces 1998 students' placement 

BGI knock out Cup 

"Feeding on Cattle is a solution'" - DPPC 

US seeks money-laundering suspects 

Ethiopia's TB cases highest in Africa 

EAL resumes Khartoum Flight 

SPLF Denies Involvement in Islamic Group 

Sudan: Relief plane may have spied prior to U.S. strike 

U.N. conducts Zaire refugee census 

SDUP appeals to Federation Council 
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The abbreviations u sed a re names of counlries or places, organization s 

(governmental and non-governmen t) , diseases, poli lical parties known naLionally 

a nd / or internationally. It see ms common that most of them are written without a 

period betwee n the ini tials. Neverthe less, a pe riod is u sed wh en the entire headline 

is in capital letters. Compare Lh e foll owin g: 

US seeks money- laundering suspects 

BIG FILM FESTIVAL IN U.S . INCLUDES AFRICAN FILMS 

The period is inlended to avoid confu s ion by separating Lhe abbrevia tion from the 

rest of the words writ ten in capi tal letters. On the contrary, the use of periods in 

the following pairs of headli nes seem s to lack adequ ate justirication. 

U.N. conducts Zaire refugee census 

UN 'Outrage' at Angola 

TLC pop star 'missing' in US 

Quiet contacts under way between Sudan, U.S. 

On lhe whole, effectiveness of read in g and understanding abbreviations can be up­

gra ded if parts of a given la nguage activ ily is devoled to asking students, for 

in s tan ce , to make a li st of the full mean ings of th e abbreviations they fi nd . 
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Activity 15 On capitalization 

Head lines in The Reporter a re cha rac terized by frequent u se of capi ta liza tion. The 
reason cou ld be one or more of the following fac tors: 

i) To give mo re emphas is to one part o f th e head line than to the 

other. 

ii) To give more emphas is to one headlin e tha n to th e oth e r 

iii) To s how that the word is abbrevia tion 

iv) To s how tha t it is th e le tter the h eadline begin s with 

1. Ide n tify one o r a combination of reasons why capitalization is used JI1 the 
followin g head lines : 

a . Uganda rebel official resigns 

b. COURT TO HEAR ADDITIONAL TESTIMONIES AGAINST TAMRAT, 

ACCOMPLICES 

c. Open letter to CATHY JENKINS and ALEX LAST 

d. Jomo Sono May Stay On As Hafana Hafana Coach 

e. Parties to merge tomorrow 

f. PRESIDENT NEGASSO, MR. ANNAN INAUGURATE UN 

CONFERENCE CENTER 

g . BGI knock out Cup 

h. Playing it COOL 

i. MIDROC denies allegations 

j. Aftermath of Nigerian's Costly Violence 

2. Which on e of the fouf fac tors or reasons a ppli es to a ll th e h ead lines? 
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Activity 16 On abbreviations 

I. Go thro ugh the fo llowing li s t of headlines: 

BIG FILM FESTIVAL IN U.S. INCLUDES AFRICAN FILMS 
UNMEE's yellow card to Ethiopia and Eritrea- on the eve of the 
opening 
CARE official killed in Somali 
GTZ celebrates its Silver Jubelee in Ethiopia 
Issayas appeals to UN- wants 'expedited demarcation' 
EHERCO denounces 1998 students' placement 
BGI knock out Cup 
'Feeding on Cattle is a solution'- DPPC 
US seeks money-laundering suspects 
Ethiopia's TB cases highest in Africa 
EAL resumes Khartoum flight 
SPLF Denies Involvement in Islamic Group 
Sudan: Relief plane may have spied prior to U.S. strike 
U.N. Conducts Zair refugee census 
SDUP appeals to Federation Council 

2 . Ma ke a li s t of th e full meanings of the a bbrev iation s you have fou nd (e .g . US = 

United Sta tes) 

3. Co mpa re the following pa ir of headlin es: 

BIG FILM FESTIVAL IN U.S. INCLUDE AFRICAN FILMS 
US seeks money-laundering suspects 

Wha t is th e u se of the pe riods in the a bbrevia tion U S. in the first headlin e? 

4 . Which of the a bbrevia tions in the above headlines a re na m es of 

(a) political parties 
(b) h u ma nita ria n o rgani za tion s 
(c) bus iness organi zation s 
(d) places/ countri es 
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CHAPTER FIVE 

Summaries and Recommendations 

It might be tiresome a nd quite Lln usua l to m a ke th orough desc ription s of a 

given varie ty o f la nguage if the purposes for whic h the descripLi ons made are 

noL c learly stated. Setting purposes be fore hand migh t enab le onc to foll ow or 

adapt a model of ana lysis that ensures 'best' descripLion s . IL is also the 

pu t-poses Lh at would late r help one to find ways in wh ich the descripLion s made 

co uld be properly exploited. It is in thi s s pirit tha t the purpose of the current 

resca rch has bee n set. 

The present study has been aimed at addressing the s ignificance of analysing 

news pape r headlines for ELT in Ethiopia. More specifi ca lly, th e study ha s 

a Lte mpted to identify the lingui stic (syntac tic) a s we ll as non lin gu is tic feature s 

of head lines in The Reporter in su ch a way that the features id entified serve the 

purpose of designing classroom activities for students in the Ethiopian Mass 

Media Training Institute. 

Towards this e nd , headlin es were gathered out of the fifty-four sa mple 

newspapers of The Reporter. A ta ble having se para te columns was u sed for 

li st in g down the headlines under thei r res pective components and classifying 

th em into three major sy ntactic categories, i.e. Type 1, Ty pe 2 and Ty pe 3. 
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5.1. Summaries 

Th e head lines gathered for th e study ha ve bee n analysed a t three differe nt but 

close ly re la ted s tages. From the a nalyses made it has been possible to a rrive at 

the fo llowing summaries of th e findin gs of the research . 

5. 1.1 . The firs t s tage of the entire a nalyses has been concern ed with th e 

a na lys is of components from whic h the headlines are gath ered. At thi s stage, 

The Reporter has been iden tifi ed to h ave components which cou ld be desc ribed 

in te rm s of a freq uency occurrence, from the most to the least frequ ent group: 

Grou p I (Front Page, Featu re/Comme ntary, Editorial, Arts/ Culture, Eeonomy/ 

Bu s iness/ Finance , Pol itics, Soc ie ty, Law/ Crime and S ports Reporter), Group II 

(Opinio n , Home News, Pleasure a nd Pa in, Entertain ment, World News, and The 

Ho rn) , a nd Grou p III (Science and Technology, Get It 0 1" Your Chest, Di a ry of th e 

Year, African News, The Spectator , Health and Page XIII ). 

5. 1. 1.1. The na ture of topics t reated in each of the components identified 

varies. Ac ti vities tha t are based on headlines ta ken from those com ponents a re 

less like ly to be dull. It is th e effect of this analys is that Activity 1 a nd Activity 2 

h ave been designed with the inte ntion of making students practice read in g by 

ma tc hi ng head li nes with paragraph s/components from which they a rc taken. 

5 .1.1. 2. So m e of the co mponents id cntifi ed co ns ist of head li nes acco mpa n ied by 

pic ture s that h e lp readcrs und c rstand what the articles a re a ll about. It is th e 

cxten s ion of s uc h analysis that ac tivities which invo lve matching headlines with 
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picturcs (/\ct ivit y 3 a nd /\, t ivity 4) co u ld 1)(' des igned J( )r t('" ch in g Ill enn ing. Ii is 

Lhc addcd va luc of Lh csc ac tivit ics tha t di sc uss ion s ca n bc inj cc ted into by 

encouragin g s Ludents Lo give explan a tions abou t Lhe pic tures a nd Lhe head lines 

111 pat rs. 

5. 1.1.3 . It is often stated that head lines a re sources of inform a tion for busy 

readcrs who cannot spend time to read the body of the articles. Ac ti vities whic h 

co mpri se h ead lincs take n from Lh e variou s co mponents of The Rep orter (ActiviLy 

5, for in stance) a re believed to o rrer s tudents a ch a nce Lo learn Lo deciph e r 

head lines without access Lo the accompanying a rticles. 

5.1.2.4. It has a lso bee n investigaLed that so me o f Lh e co mponenLs identified 

(Entertainment, Sports Reporter and World News, for example) present news 

a bout the ta l-get speakers. Head lines ta ken out of thesc co mpon ents a re most 

likely to facijita te learnin g by acquaintin g learners with the target cuiLure. 

Howeve r, for s tudents in a n EFL co n text, exclusive u se of Lhese h eadlin es mighL 

cau se difficulty; hence it is su gges ted tha t such hea dlines be u sed in 

combination wiLh head lines taken from componenLs devoted to presenting 

topics fa mi lia r to learners background. 

5 .1.2 . The second stage of the entire a na lyses has bee n a imed at id entify in g th e 

sYIILact ic features of the head li nes. It is at this stage that Lhe lin gu is tic 

fram ework chose n has bee n used to make syntac tic a na lys is of Lhe headlincs . 

SyntacLically, Lhc h ~ad l in es for carrying out Lhe study cou ld bc c lassi fi ed into 
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three basic catcgo ries: Type 1, Type 2 a nd Type 3. 

5. 1.2.1. Type 1 headlin es have a predicator VP; they are much more freq uent 

than the other two categories. 

On the whole, Type 1 head lines ha ve been id entifi ed to have the followin g maj or 

syntactic featu res . 

a . Though there are few exceptions, the present tense is a lways u sed for even ts 

tha t happened in the near past. Activi ty 11 has been designed to make 

students familia r with th e permanent use of the present tense a mong Type 1 

headlines of The Reporter. Because this use of the present te nse is not given 

due emphasis in most conventiona l textbooks in our context, su ch an activity is 

in tended to fill in the ga·p. 

b. Most Type 1 headlines a re cha racterized by the u se of a syntactic dev ice 

known as omrSSlOn or deletion. There is a great deal of these h eadlines from 

wh ich certa in function words (articles , conj unctions, etc) a nd embedded 

s tru ctures (mos Lly relative cla uses) are frequently omitted. As a result, so me of 

these headlines look ambiguous while others seem difficu lt to und erstand . 

The unique and difficult na ture of Type 1 headlin es have been studied by 

rewriting them into sentences having comple te syntacti c palterns. Thus, it is 

the contribution of such study that activities which require s tudents to rewrite 

headlines into normal sentence patterns could be designed (S': e Activity 10 a nd 

Activity 11). 
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c. A furth er sy ntactic ana lysis made has provcd tha t thc majority of Type t 

head lines (abou t 70 pcr cent) a re Kern el clauses while the rest of th ese 

head lines a re non kernel clauses. It is intended that thi s migh t h e lp one decid e 

as to wh at pro portion of the two types of c la uses s hould be ma inta ined when 

design ing c lassroo m activities. 

d. The majority o f ke rnel clauses (abo ut 60 pe r cent) in turn have predicators 

followed by an object (0) while in the rest of the cases predictors mayor may 

not be followed by the other types of complement, i.e, adverbia l complement 

(Ca) a nd in tensive complemen t (Ci). Thus it has been poss ible to m ake 

su mmaries of the n ature of con stituents in ke rnel clauses of Type 1 head lines 

as SP, SPO, SPCi, SPCa, SPOCa a nd SPOC i, where Subject (S) and Predicator 

(P) a re common to a ll of the headli nes. To each of the con stituents identified 

one or more pe ripheral adverbial s (A) may be optionally added . 

The a n a lysis s tated above h as been th e bas is for activities that help check if 

s tud en ts a re a ble to con fid ently identify th e constituents of kern el clauses in 

Type 1 head lines . Moreove r, it h as a lso been possible to come up with ac tivities 

th a t dema nd students to a rra n ge disorganised headlines into their proper word 

order (See Ac tivity 6 ). 

e. Ty pe 1 head lines with non kern e l clauses, in con trast, include headl ines 

h aving predicators in phase (headli nes that have lexica l verbs following each 

othe r), clauses embedded in ~ P ! Prwp a nd nonfinite clauses in NPs . 

In te rm s of speech , headlines hav ing predicators in phase and no nfinile cla u ses 
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III NPs have been idenLified Lo ma rk Lhc use o f direcL and in direc L speech. It is 

Lhe resu lL o f Lh is analysis Lhat Ac tivily 6 has been des igned Lo lel slud enLs 

identify h ead lines in the direct speech from lhose in the indirect speech. 

f. It has a lso been investiga ted that the re are nonkernc l Type 1 head lines 

hav ing re la Live cl auses (restric l ive and nonl-eslrictive), finite adverbial clauses, 

cla u ses in the form of compound sentences a nd clauses in the in te rrogative 

mood. 

Hea d lines having re lative cla u ses in combinalion with other nonkernel clauses 

h ave been the basis for Activity 8, which a llows stud ents to practice rewritin g 

headi ines and finding the d irect speech forms of headlines in the reported 

speech. 

There have occu rred nonke rnel Type 1 head li nes with or withoul ma ll1 or 

adverbial cla u ses . Given s u ch k ind of head lin es, students can be asked to 

co nstruc t meanin g by working out the remain ing clauses for themselves. 

The re have a lso a ppeared headlines consisting of two c lau ses (one ma in an d 

on e s u bo rdinate) wh ere, instead of subord in a t ing conju nc lio ns, a comma I S 

placed be twee n the mam a nd the adverbia l clauses. Given such kind of 

head li n es, s tud ents can be asked to identi fy the subordinating conjunctions fo r 

whic h the commas are u sed by comparing the ideas on oppos ite sides of th e 

co mma. 
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Head lincs idc ntificd to hovc co mpou nd sc nt e nccs ,Irc hea dlines where , insteacl 

of coordinating conjunc tions, commas, dashes and sc mico lon s a rc us ua lly u sed 

to se pa rate two ma in clauses . Thus, if stud ents a re given su eh head lines, they 

can be mad e to prac tice ide nLify ing coo rdinating conj unc tions fOI- which 

punctuation marks a re u sed by comparing th e ideas on either s ides of the 

punctuation marks. 

Hea dl ines th a t have occurred in the in te rrogative mood take the form of Wh -

a nd yes/ no ques tion s. Suc h head lines lend th emselves to certain classroom 

activities . Headlin es demandin g yes/ no res ponses, for exam ple , have bee n used 

to e ngage students in a kind of de ba te where th ey are required to a rgue for or 

agains t topics the headl in es in question present (Activity 9 is the result of this 

expla nation.) 

Syntac tically, a third type of in terrogative headlines have been fou nd out. These 
~ 

are interrogative head lines without predicators. It is the symbol "?" (a qu estion 

mark) tha t indicates they a re qucstions. The analys is made on the first two 

types of interroga tive head lines has been used as a frame of referen ce to rewrite 

the verbless interrogative h eadlines in to headl ines having predicators. (Activity 

10 is a n account of what has been done in this regard.) 

5. 1.2.2. Type 2 hcad lines a re clauses that have th e ve rb be as pred icator. 

Howeve r, in most cases the verb be is not explic itly stated , i. e ., it is a lmost 

a lways omitted from clause structu res. These include be as ma ll1 ve rb, the 

passive voice, the progressive aspect a nd a semi-a uxilia ry. 
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Thc verbs next to the o m ittcd be in the passivc (-edl -c n) rder to somcth in g that 

has ha ppened (e .g. Adwa Victory Celebrated) while those ncxt to be in thc 

progress ive (-in g) to someth ing currenLiy going on (e.g. Tourists returning to 

Ethiopia). The verbs n ext to the omitted be in the in finitive, on thc other hand , 

refer to somethin g a bout to happen (e.g. UN to monitor Horn cease fire). 

In the end, it has been und erstood that there is a lways a n eed to make analysis 

of Type 2 head lines if the nature of the omission of the verb be is to be clearly 

identified, and that this would in turn enable one to produce teacher-made 

classroom materials such as those partly demonstrated by Activity 11. 

5.1.2.3. Type 3 head lines are head li nes that are phrases with a head noun, and 

a re usually known as 'labels'. 

It has been learnt that there is a n over use of fun c tional words among Type 3 

h eadl ines . On the contrary, there are a lso certain cases of these headlines that 

do not make use of functional words . Due to the normal pattern o f word 

arrangements they exh ibit, the a bsence of functional words does not seem to 

cause ambiguity, and nor do they look d ifficult to understand. As a resu lt, they 

m ight be less suitable for designin g cha llen ging and stimu lating classroom 

activities for an advan ced group of learners. It is therefore most recommended 

that th ey should be used in combination with Type 1 and Type 2 headlines. 

Thus, it IS the e ffect of such recom mendation that Activity 12 have been 

designed so tha t the entire study on major syntactic features of the hea dlines 

obtained cou ld be revised. 
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5. 1. 3 . The thi rd a nd th e last s tage in thc ana lyscs of thc entire hcadlin cs has 

been co ncc rn ed with the a na lys is of the nonlin gui s tic fcatures. These in clud e 

punc tuation marks, capita liza tio n a nd a bbrevia tions. 

5. 1. 3. 1. The punc tua ti on marks fou nd to bc opcrating in thc headlines in clude 

comma, colon , quota tion marks , das h a nd hyphen. 

a. One o f th e most frequent punc tua tion marks u sed, the comma, separates 

items in a series, a dve rbia l clauses or phrases, dependent clauses tha t 

interrupt senten ces, ques tion tags or othe r s imila r word s and someone's exact 

word s. Above a ll , the comma h as bee n mos tly used to s how the omisSion of 

function words from clause s tructures . 

b. The colon is the second mos t co mmonly used punc tuation m a rie It sepa rates 

the quotation from its source, two ideas having a cau se-and-effec t kind of 

re lation sh ip, titles from s u b-tilles , and what has just bee n said from its 

examples, s umma ries or explanations . 

c. The qu otation ma rks (both s in gle and double) have been u sed in most 

headlin es to enclose word s and punctuation ma rks in direct speech, to dra w 

attention to a term that is unusual in the context, a nd to enclose the titles of 

film s, televi s ion programmes, mu s ic , dra ma, etc . 

d. The dash is th e other punctu ation mark investigated. IL has been em ployed 

to emphasise what one has exactly said, to joi n two clauses, and to se pa ra te a 

s ummary or conclus ion of what h as gone before . 

e. Basically, the hyphen is u sed to form a compound from two othe r words 
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(Ke nyans lack clean-water reporL), a prel'ix a nd a word (Re-visu.Cllising qual iLy), 

and two or more proper names (Spotl igh t on Ugandan-Sudanese relations). 

The summaries made on punctuation m a rk s have revealed the fact th at, In 

most cases, head lines in The Reporter make use of d ifferent punctuation marks 

fo r s im ilar purposes. It is to m a ke students practice the differenL uses of 

punctuation ma rks tha t Activity 13 and Activity 14 have bee n de~gn~d. 

5 . 1. 3.2. IL has bcen identified that therc a re no head lincs that do not begin with 

a capital le tte r. The other investigation is thaL the re are plenty of abbreviaLions 

written in capita ls . Moreover, capitalization has a lso been used to give more 

emphas is Lo one or to one part of head line than to the other or Lo Lhe other part 

of head line. It is therefore the a n a lysis made a t Lh is stage that has enabled the 

writer to produce Activity 15, in which s tudents try to ide ntify one or a 

co mbination of reasons why capita lization is used in the head lines give n . - ---
5. 1.3.3. Like some of the punctuation marks summari sed earlie r, abbreviations 

have also been another s pace-saving techniques used in writing headlines of 

The Reporter. There are abbreviaLions ending with last lette rs of the words be ing 

abbreviated. However , the great maj ority of the abbrevia tions obtained are 

a bbreviations formed with in itia ls of the lexical words being a bbreviatcd. It has 

been found out that the latter gro up of abbreviations are names of countries o r 

p laces, organizations (government and non -government), diseases and po litical 

parties. Pe riods are used to separate the initia ls of the words ab breviated when 

Lhe entire h eadline is in capital letters. Thus, it is to bring to light these 

featu res of abbrev ia tion s that Activity 16 has been designed. 
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5.2. Recommendations 

The sample activities based on the analyses of the newspaper headlines are 

intended for students 111 th e Ethiopian Mass Media Tra ining Institute. 

Conducted prima rily as a descriptivc study, this research did not attempt to 

cxpe r iment or tryout the sample activities on the students for whom they are 

des igned. Nor did it try to offer hard a nd fast presc ripti ons as to what pa rticula r 

direction should be followed in a na lys ing, designing and usin g news pa per 

headlines for English la ngu age teachin g. However, based o n the analyses at 

various stages it is beli eved that some more speculative su gges ti ons co uld be 

generated for teachers, textbook writers and teach er train ers. It is in this 

COil text that the following reco mmendations are made. 

5.2 .1. It has been in vestigated that there are linguistic and nonlinguistic 

features that main ly cha racterize newspaper head lines. There a re a lso features 

common to h ead li nes a nd other va rie ties of language. If th e overall plan is to 

acquai nt learners with the la nguage o f headlines, features that seem specific to 

news paper head lines a re like ly to be given due emphas is wh en designing 

classroom ac tivities. 

5 .2.2 . While analysin g h ead lines it is good to notice ina ppropria te use of 

la ngu age on the pa rt of persons who write the h eadlines . 

5.2.2. 1. It h as been investigated that there is an incon s istent u se of both 

doubl e (th e American s tyle) a nd s ingle (the British s tyle) quotation marks 
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among head lines of The Reporte r. Teache rs a nd textbook write rs me adv ised to 

s lick to one s ty le when designing classroom ac tivities . Doin g so helps th em to 

es tabli s h so me norm and saves the m from c reati ng confusions by offering 

co n Oicti ng m ode ls. 

5 .2 .2 .2 . Though it I S rare, e rrors related to grammar have been identifi ed. A 

co mpari son betwee n the followin g headlines makes this point clear. 

Sudan president declares local state of emergency 
Ugandan president vows to fight corruption 

The point is that the lexical word Sudan is used in the patte rn where the word 

Sudanese s hou ld be u sed . 

Errors re lated to subject and verb agreement h ave been also identified. 

Pilot of crashed ET 961 witness in previous hijaking case 
Doubts beneath Nani Building vanishes 

The adva ntage of identify ing e rrors such as these cou ld be two- fold. First, it 

would enable o ne to come up with classroom activities that demand students to 

practice grammar. For in s tance, given a number of head lines (grammatical and 

ungramma tical) , students can be askcd to identify those which a re 

ungramma tical a nd write them into correct form s. Secondly, errors identifi ed 

co uld up -grade the quality of the use of la nguage in n ews pa per headlines . As 

stated in Pcmagbi (1995), s u ch errors might be addressed to persons working in 

the media by English la nguage teachers through their associa tions . Failure to 

do so is like fa ilure to realize the point that what teach ers perform in English 
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c lassrooms can bc a ffcc tcd by whal st ud cnts rcad oulsicic lhc sc hoo l 

cnvironment. 

5.2.3. The fac t that there a re no s imila r researc h fin d in gs on pedagogica l uses 

of loca l English newspapers in the Ethiopian co nlext may be linked to various 

factors, one of these being lack of commitment on the part of teacher education 

courses to adequately address the issue at s take. So, such courses need to be 

des igned in such a way that they co u ld acquaint trainees with variou s 

description models, linguistic models and other models for s tudyi ng features 

related to culture, s ty listics, etc. It is when th is is so that research will flourish 

on how to use local English newspapers and other 'authentic' materials 

available in a nd outside the school environment. 

Fina lly, It is worth stating that there rem clIns much to be done in this a rea. 

Consequently, th is re search may be con s id ered as an initia l probe inlo the u se 

of newspaper head lines for English la nguage teaching. Further investigations 

are warranted in the same area . 
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APPENDICES 

APPENDIX 1: Table for Gathering Headlines 
The Reporter 
Issue: ___ _ 

COMPONENTS HEADLINES 
HEADLINE TYPE 

TYPE 1 TYPE 2 TYPE 3 

'-- . 

'--
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APPENDIX 2: Type 1 Headlines with Kernel Clauses 
DATE 

No THE HEADLINES 
PUBLISHED 

1 Flood catastrop he contained the coffee fronl 1 1-9-96 

2 Nile Ooods boon for darn 2- 10-96 

3 Floods kill 100 in Sudan 2 - 10-96 

4 Abel Anthon wins Berlin Marat.hon 2- 10-96 

5 Youth team surfer heavy de feat 2- 10-96 

6 Jazz makes friends for everybody 2- 10-96 

7 Mother disappears with wrong baby 6- 1 1-96 

8 Tamirat case gets murkier 6- 1 1-96 

9 Court sentences municipality officia ls 1- 1-97 

10 M3hcli pays short visit to Add is 1-1-97 

1 I Gctc Wami wins in Durham I - 1-97 

12 Nigeria ente rs 8 in Africa squad 1- 1-97 

13 World population growth could stabilize by 2025 1- 1-97 

14 Former bank governor calls for change 4 -6-97 

15 Egypt aims blow a.t militants by mass trials 6-8-97 

16 Bank blasts rock Addis Ababa 10-9-97 

17 Bomb ki ll s a Tcn ·years-olcl 1- 10-97 

18 AI -l ltih acl trial begins 10- 12-97 

19 Questions rema in open in COII Jl CC Lioll with Tal11rat's dismissol 3-6-98 

20 Faction leaders accusf' E~hiopia of meddling 5-8-98 

21 Ferguson targets I<ulivert 5-8-98 

22 Clinton nics [lito Russian turmoil 3-9-98 

23 Gold Price Sin ks Low 5-8-98 

24 Rappers move into the movies 3-9-98 

25 Age co ntroversy continues 7- 10-98 

26 Sudan protests to UN against Uganda, I~ ritrea 7- 10-98 

27 Listening is important 7-4-99 

28 Shushan wins National Costume Award (Picture/caption) 7-7-99 -

29 Co ffee bea ts tea on heart d isease 4-8-99 

30 German pa rl iamentarian ca lls Eritrea an aggressor 8-9-99 

31 Reven ell i likely wi ll be on the bench 5- 1-2000 

32 Tyson cleans up his act in four minutes (picture) 5- 1-2000 

33 Climate change 'threatens Arctic bird s' 5-4-2000 

34 Fighting resumes near Assab, Scnafe (picture) 7-6-2000 

35 Grad and Jennifer tie the knot (picture) 2-8-2000 

36 Smoking addiction 'sets in early' 13-9-2000 

37 Horn peace talks fa il I - I 1-2000 

38 India clai m s world crown (picture/caption) 6- 12-2000 

39 Mozambique nooels set to worsen (picture/caption) 28-2-2001 

99 



APPENDIX 3: Type 1 Headlines with Nonkernel Clauses 
DATE 

No THE HEADLINES 
PUBLISHED 

I I~ed uced bread pr ice ca uses riots I 1-9-96 

2 f'\1 -litt ihad says attacked again 2- 10-96 

3 Burundi rebe ls report fi erce figh ti ng 4 - 12-96 

4 Who should stop the c ries? 4 - I 2-96 

5 OAU head ca lls on Afr ica";s to end conn icts 1- 1-9 7 

6 Libya says sanc ti ons hurt but it can persevere 5-3-97 

7 NPs and magazines should give attention to the development of the 5 -3-97 

story in Eth iopia 

8 Layoff Eric, he is as good as dad was 4-6 -97 

9 I~egion 14 fa ils to leads its build ings 2 -7-97 

10 Can we Afford Election Po ll ution? 6-8-97 

I I Drought threatens Borena, Somali Region 10-9-97 

12 Meles den ies meddli ng in Sudan 's a ffai rs 10-9-97 

13 Inter still per fect , Mi la n lose again 1- 10-97 

14 Purge corrupt officia l-but procedura lly l 1- 10-97 

15 I' LOOD KILL NINE, LQ;AVE 1,250 HOMELQ;SS 5 - 11-97 

16 f:JNLF' Den ies ki ll ings - WF'P co n fi rms 5- 11 -97 

17 Zambia did not overspend for Africa Cup, Sports Ministe r says I 1-3-98 

18 Bri ti sh museu ms can't retu rn African artifacts un less . .. 22-4-98 

19 If we can 't a fford BMWs ' 6 -5-98 

20 Asrat says not allowed to write 'even half a page' 3-6-98 

21 L-ou rt orders election commission to rectify er rors 5-8-98 

22 I d id not say Er itrea was the aggressor! 8-9-98 

23 Cli nto n says Iraqi stance u nacceptable 4 - 1 I -98 

24 \.-olumbu s convinced stars to let him take 'stepmorn ' voyage 30- I 2-98 

25 Bin laden urges Muslims to kill Americans, Britons 30- 12-98 

26 s meteorology helping? 30- 12 -98 

27 Brawl a rises as crowd attempts to burn Eritrean nag 10-2-99 

28 Li onel Ba rt, Composer of 'Ol iver!' dies a fter ' il lness 7 -4 -99 

29 rhe real problem is in bui lding the future, not in aging th e past 7-4 -99 

30 Wave of fighting hi ts Somalia as !l ev\' faction arrives 5-5-99 
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,-- --- - - -
No THE HEADLINES 

DATE 
PUBLISHED 

31 When did we split from th e apes'? 5-5-99 

32 Obasanjo Insists debt reschedu li ng is not solution 3- I 1-99 

33 Does the GPRDF head of s ta te have the power "to co nfirm a death 
1- 12 -99 

penalty?" 

34 Duty-free imported veh icles stock at cus toms 5- 1-2000 

35 EU names envoy to held end Ethio-Eritrea war 5- J -2000 

36 Three-way Mideast talks cancelled ; meetings resume Tuesday 5- J -2000 

37 DPPC urges NGOs to increase support for the needy 1-3 -2000 

38 Posh denies snubbing Fergu son 1-3-2000 

39 Hollywood props to raise cash for AIDS 1-3 -2000 

40 Board says a llegations of EDP, AAPO baseless 1-3 -2000 

41 Malawians die as floods destroy homes 1-3 -2000 

42 COURT SENTENCES GENOCIDE DEFENDANT, AQUITS TWO 5-4 -2000 

43 WFP says complex ities a ffecting food dis tributions 3 -5 -2000 

44 Was Europe 2000- the grea test tournament ever? 5-7-2000 

45 Sydn ey dec la res 'We're ready ' 13-9-2000 

46 'Hurt' Edwards says sorry 13-9-2000 

47 Eritrea-blinded by nationalism accepts no responsibility for the war 4 - 10-2000 

48 Mugabe says whites who do not like land reform should leave! 6- 12-2000 

49 Ratification without discussion makes LIS look ridiculous 7 -3 -200 1 

VERBLESS HEADLINES (EXCEPTIONS TO TYPE 1 NONKERNEL 
CLAUSES) 

50 Capable to act or in need of help? 2-4-97 

5 1 Why researchers on la nguages? 7-5-97 

52 Another five years of ignorance? 22-4 -98 

53 What about the hostility? 6-5-98 

54 Health at what price? 7 - 10-98 

55 Blaming the truth? 4 - 11 -98 

56 Based on merit or danger? 30- 12-98 

57 A real promise or just lip service? 1- I -99 

58 S.ystematic management or el imination? 7-4 -99 

59 Privatizing banks- a righ t opinion? 2 -6-99 

60 A SLI nset for freedom of speech? 8-9-99 

61 "Brightest mind s" or a bazar? 3 - 1 1-99 
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APPENDIX 4: Type 2 Headlines 
DATE 

No THE HEADLINES 
PUBLISHED 

I Con traband good se ized 2-2-96 

2 Cuba testing anti -AIDS vaccines on humans 1- 1-97 

3 Eth iopia goods in short su pply 5-2-97 

4 TI-IE RED 'mRROR TRIAL OPENED 2-4 -97 

5 American nabbed trying to smuggle ant iquities frolll Egypt 2-7 -97 

6 DPPC WOI~I< I NG OUT FIVE n ;ARS PLAN 10- 12-97 

7 Netherlands to reduce bilatera l assistance 6 - 1-98 

8 (-(aile named best sportsman of the year 6 - 1-98 

9 NBI~ Governor Replaced 11 -3 -98 

10 Corruption Blamed for Delays 22-4-98 

I 1 Djibouti port coping we ll : Solo me 1-7 -98 

12 Sudan ceasefire extended 5-8-98 

13 Eth iopian tourism in slumber 3-9-98 

14 SOGEA claiming 50m Bir r from ERA 3 -9-98 

15 CinCJlla paradise opened at Allian ce 4- 1 1-98 

16 Private press on strike 8- 1-99 

17 Sportsmen encouraged to have sex 8- 1-99 

18 ETHI OPI AN AIR FORCE ENGAGED IN CO MBAT 10-2-99 

19 Stolen Lalibe la cross to arrive from Belgium 5-5-99 

20 Eigh t colleges to become unive rsi t ies 8-9 -99 

21 Tourists return ing to Ethiopia 6- I 0-99 

22 Only 468 refu gees in Add is registered by UN HCR 6 - 10-99 

23 Teach er arrested for alleged ly leak ing exam qu estions 6 - 10-99 

24 Parties to mer"ge 8- 11 -99 

25 Sto len goods returned to Diaz 5-1 -2000 

26 Universe proven Oat 3-5-2000 

27 UN Lo monitor Horn ceaserire 2-8 -2000 

28 Uganda Ebola free 28-2-200 I 

29 Adwa Victory Day Ce lebr"ated 7-3-200 I 
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APPENDIX 5: Type 3 Headlines 
DATE 

No THE HEADLINES 
PUBLISHED 

1 FRAYED NI~RVES 2- 10-96 

2 W I DEI~ MARJ<ETS 2- 10-96 

3 AUS PI CIOUS TI~ ENDS 2- 10-96 

4 Hope for exporter s 2- I 0-96 

5 One man's race again st AI DS 6 - 1 1-96 
--

6 REDRESS ING PAST BLUNDERS 4- 12-96 

7 Couch ing job for I( lin smann 1- 1-97 

8 NATI ONALI ZED HOUSE FOR SALE 1- 1-97 

9 CLOSE WATCH ON NGOs 1- 1-97 

10 TRAINING FOR CABBI ES 5-2 -97 

II INCO MPLETE POPULATION CENSUS 5-2-97 

12 The neglected Ethiopian gi r ls 5-2-97 

13 DELEGATION IN ROME 5-3-97 

14 Figh ti ng rape th rough atti tude ch ange 5-2-97 

15 Visi t to I-Iarar 10-9-97 

16 5 111 Nil e 2002 con fe re nce S-3-97 

17 The Mu se of Music 10 -9-97 

18 The cO ll str :qint in writi ng and publ ishing 10-9-97 

19 Homecomin g of a legendary daugh te r 10-9-97 

20 A Sen seless Ri tual J 0 - 12-97 

2J Identical Twin s (I' ictllre/ caption) 3-3 -99 

22 Early days in the Ai r (Pi c ture/capt ion) 7 -4 -99 

23 The lIntold story of Abelissa Aga 2-6-99 

24 Prayers for peach in the new millenn ium (pictu re/capt ion) 5- 1-2000 
-

25 An ge r a t Cameroon dan ce ba n 2-8-2000 

26 In secure Fooel Produce rs (pi cture) 1- 11 -2000 

27 Soph ie's Fashion 6- 12-2000 

28 Mu seums showcases Africa n art 7 -3-2000 

29 An Afri can I~e fu gee's story 7 -3-200 J 
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APPENDIX 6: Headlines Used for Analysing Nonlinguistic Features 

No THE HEADLINES DATE 
PUBLISHED 

1 Sudan , libya provoke "Civil strife" -Somali Warlord I 1-9 -96 

2 U.N. conducts Zaire refugee cen SLIs I 1-9-96 

3 No difference with Tefera': Meles 2- JO-96 

4 Spotlight on Uganda n - Sudanese relations 6- 11 -96 

5 !ANTI - CORRU IYrlON MEASURE 1- J -97 

6 ~ountry credit ratings from Sub-Sahara Africa 1- 1-97 

7 fh e si lence of 'The lion': the end of the dynasty too 5-2-97 

8 Eritrea expels UNHCR 7 -5-97 
9 Director-Genera l ca lls for the estab lishment of universal ground ru les 6-5-97 

10 'Cri sis" better than "Stability" 6-8 -97 

II I'h e most fea red exam - ESLCE 22-4 -97 

12 Su spec ts of bomb attack arrested 10-9-97 

13 f DUP appeals to Federation Counc il 10-9 -97 

14 ftllD S kill s 400,000 Ugandans 1- 10-97 

15 Uackson Stresses Need For Free and Fair Elections In Kenya 10- 12-97 

16 Re-vi sua lizing qu ality 6- 1-98 

17 language- Literature association to be formed 6: J -98 

J8 UN 'outrage' at Angola 6 - 1-98 

19 Quiet contacts underway between Sudan , U.S. 6- J -98 

20 ~PLF Denies Involvement in Islamic Group 4-2-98 

2 1 ~OURT TO HEAR ADDITIONAL TESTIMONIES AGAINST TAMf<AT, 4 -2 -98 
ftlCCOMPLICES 

22 Playing it COOL 4 -2-98 
23 rhe internet in Ethiopia: "Info-Controls Harm Econom ic Deve lopment" 4-2-98 

24 Jomo Sono May Stay On As Bafana Ba fana Coach 11-3-98 

25 Somalia: Red Cross/ Red Crescents Staff Kidnapped in Mogad ishu 22-4-98 

26 !A New Vision for Africa: The Promotion of Higher Education 224-98 

27 puarantee: The Analogu e of Luxury 6-5-98 

28 ~uper Eagles, Flying High 6-5-98 

29 PRESIDENT NAGASO, MR. ANNAN INAUGURATE UN CONI'ERENCE 6-5-98 
C~.~Tr.:R 

30 Kenyans lack clean water- r eport 3-6-98 

3 1 ['HE NOSTALGIA FOR "GREATOR SERBIA" - M ILOSOVICH'S 4 -6 -98 
DISASTROUS ADVENTURE 

32 ~uperfi c i a l stability emascula ted: refu gees ex pec ted 1-7 -98 

33 'Health, unattainable" 5 -8-98 
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No THE HEADLINES 
DATE 

PUBLISHED 
34 We did bend, didn ' t we? 5-8-98 
35 One year later, Diana's life and death remembered 3-9-98 
36 'Thank you, EELPA' 3-9 -98 
37 'Titanic' Earns $60 Min N. America 3-1 1-98 
38 S udan: Relief pl a ne may have spied prior to U.S. strike 3- 11 -98 
39 EU a nnounces new strategy for Add is -Modio-Awassa road 30-12 -98 
40 Sex, lies and impeachment 30- 12-98 
41 With Husein la id to rest, Abdullah begins new era 10-2-99 
42 EU urges peace between Ethiopia and Eritrea -Japan to send e nvo~ 10-2 -99 
43 OAU "welcomes" Eritrea's acceptance-Salim says framework is sti ll sound 3-3-99 
44 I ss~as aIJIJeals to UN -wan ts "exIJedited de marca tion" 3-3-99 
45 Open leUer to CATHY JENK INS and ALEX LAST 3-3-99 
46 Uga nd a rebe l offici a l res igns 7-4-99 
47 EHERCO denounces 1998 studen ts ' IJlacement 5-5-99 
48 Bargaining over the non-bargainable 2-6-99 
49 "Sport is pove rty"-Ha ile Gebressilassie 2-6 -99 
50 "Peeding on ca tLie is a solution" - DPPC 7 -7-99 
5 1 BG I knock out cu p 5-7 -99 -
52 'No benefit in knowing baby's sex' 6-10-99 -
53 US seeks mon ey - launde ring s uspec ts 3- 11 -99 
54 Ethiopia's TB cases highest in Africa 8 - 11 -99 
55 EAL resumes Khartollm Pl ight 8-11-99 
56 Ethio-Eritrea war, a connict 'within a famil y' : Peres 1- 12-99 
57 Advocating the death of "death" penalty 1- 12-99 
58 CARE offi cia l killed in Somali 5- 1-2000 
59 Aftermath of Nigeria n's Costly Violence 1-3-2000 
60 Euro Flounders, Euro Bourses Nose Hi gher 1-3-2000 
6 1 Government accused of tra nsferring damaged good s as assets 5-4-2000 
62 Suda n: Relief plane may have spied prior to U.S. strike 3- 11 -98 
63 Oil induced innation expected: Economist 7 -6 -2000 
64 Libra ries: Victims of Selfishness 7 -6 -2000 
65 Development Ass istance target still not honored 5-7-2000 

66 Think Tw ice, I<eporter 2-8-2000 

67 'J'LC pop star 'miss ing' in US 13- 11-2000 

68 UNM I, E's yellow carJ ta Ethiopia and Eritrea. 6 - 12-2000 

69 The Tempol'a ry Security Zo ne (TSZI .. 7 -3-200 I 
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APPENDIX 7: Framework for Analysing Linguistic Features of 

Headlines 

It is stated in Freeborn (1 995) that the system of English gra mm ar, which 

provides a means of encoding thoughts and ideas into speech and writing, can 

be described in terms of a rank scale, from the largest to the smaller unit: 

sentence, clause , phrase, word and morpheme. For the sake of co nvenience, the 

procedure recommended is not, however, fully attended here. In stead, the 

di scuss ion on sentences is incorporated under the other gra mma r units of th e 

rank scale, i.e . phrases and clauses. Moreover, no discuss ion is made at the 

level of morpheme, as it is not required. 

I. Word - classes 

Word s can be grouped into two sets : lexical words and fun ction words. Lexical 

words (noun s, verbs, adjectives and adverbs) a re our means of referring to the 

partic ipants in the actions we observe in the world. The four word - classes 

na me people and things, both concrete and abstract (nouns) , identify actional, 

mental and relational processes (verbs) or describe attributes (adjectives and 

adve rbs ). I-ience, lexical words refer to meanings. 

A. Lexical Words: Verbs 

The lexical words which have direct relevance to the linguistic framework under 

di scussion are verbs. They are popularly referred to as 'doing' words, a 

semantic term which is a rough gu ide to the general meaning. They represent 

the process in mea ning, and function as the grammatical predicator in clauses. 

Verbs under lexical words can be classified into finite and non -finite. 
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1. Finite (tensed) verbs 

There a re only two tenses in Englis h that a re ma rked by th e [arm o[ the ve rb­

s imple past and simple present. In other word s , the present a nd past tense 

[a rms o[ verbs in Engl ish are the only ten sed [arms. The traditional term is 

finite (meaning 'limited', 'not infin ite '). Present a nd past, when u sed as 

grammatical term s for tense, do not a lways refer to present and past time. 

Norma lly, however we u se the past tense to refe r to pas t tim e, bu t we do not 

u se th e present tense in su ch a direc t 'one-to-one' way. Present tense can refe r 

to present time, but much less ofte n than its reference to ac tion s that a re 

ha bitua l, like: I catch the bus every morning a t eight o'clock. Present tense 

can a lso be used to refer to th e future, as in 'when I catch the bus tomorrow 

morning'. Because o[ this so me gramma rian s prefer to call it the non-past 

tense. 

2. Non-Finite (nontensed) verbs 

These a re verbs th a t are neithe r present nor pas t ten se : (a) to pay, (b) invade, 

(c) watching and (d) learned, broken . 

In (a ) the pa rticle to precedes the base form of each verb to form an infiniti ve 

phrase. This form is called the to - infinitive. The verb under (b) is a n exa mple 

of th e infinitive withoul to , call C:!d th e bare inf initive. Compa re: 

! saw th em come. I wanted them to come. 

S he le t it go. She a llowed it to go. 

In th e senten ces give n the u se of 'to' depends u pon the preced ing verbs wanted 

a nd allowed. 
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Thc vc rb unde r (c) has th e suffix - in g. Thi s is onc o f the two fo rm s of the ve rb 

called partic iples- the- ing pa rtic iple-and is quite rcgula r in its form. It is 

trad itiona lly ca lled th e present participle, though thi s is a mi s leading te rm 

becau se the - ing_pa rtic iple is n ot 'tensed ', tha t is, the word present in the term 

present participle does not re fer to the gra mmatical catego ry tense, but to presen t 

time. Example (d) conta in s verbs wh ich have th e s uffix -en or-ed , trad itionally 

called th e pas t pa rti ciple. The word pas t in pas t pa rtic iple, like present III 

present partic iple, does not m ark grammatical ten se, bu t refers to time. 

Th c infinitives and the participles are called nonfinite form s in co ntras t to th e 

finite present and past ten se form s. In term s of mean ing, the in fin itive tends to 

re fer to somethin g a bout to happen (future time) , th e - zng pa rticiple to 

something currently gOll1g on (present time), and thc - en / -ed participle to 

something th a t has h a ppened (pas t time). These re ferences to time are 111 

re lat ion to th e time of the utte ra nce . 

B. Function Words 

Func tion words belonging to the other word -cla sses do not lack meanlJlg 

entirely , but their prima ry purpose is gra mmatical, th a t is, to refer to, link, or 

ma rk other words, phrases a nd cla uses within sentences . The [un c tion 

(gra mma tical) word s 111 Englis h a re therefore prepos itions , pronouns , 

conjunc tions , to which we add certa in pronouns a nd a dverbs according to their 

u se as determ iners, m odal a uxil ia ry verbs a nd the three common verbs be, 

have, do wh e n they a re u sed as auxiliarics in a VP: (verb ph rase) prima ry 

auxilia l-y verbs . He nce, fun c ti on word s relate lexical words . 
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C. Omissions of Words 

In writin g newspa per headlines, thcre is a tendcncy Lo give much emphasis Lo 

the use of lexical word s, words wh ich re fer to meanings . Consequently, most 

fun ction words are dele ted. S uch syntac tic dcvices also operate a t both phrase 

a nd clause levels of the ra nk scale . 

1. Omission of the Verb Be 

Th e verb 'be ' is u sually dele ted from headlines when it fun ctions as a n auxilia ry 

verb as we ll as when it is the s in gle main verb. (0 is u sed Lo show omission) 

(a) FOUR f1J SAVED 

(b) SURVEYOR I1i GIVING UP POST 

(e) NEIGHBOURS I1i CHASING TOP DOG TITLES 

(d) COUNCILERS I1i TO LET IN FRESH AIR 

(e) WOMAN I1i TO QUIT 

Headlin e (a ) is in the passive voice, in which be is followed by the -ed partic iple 

of th e main verb saved. In (b) a nd (c) be foll owed by -ing participles giving and 

chasing represents progressive a s pect. In (d ) a nd (e) be is pa rt of the 

construction to be followed by the infini tive of the main verb, a nd refers to 

future even ts, like be going to a nd be about to. It is th en pa rt of a construction 

called a semi-auxiliary ve rb. 

2. Omission of Determiners and Prepositions 

Many fun c tion words - determiners such as the and prepositions such as !11, 

on, etc - are also omitted from headli nes. 
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CHARLES BOMB SCARE 

TV ASSAULT CASE REMAND 

& 100,000 ART THEFT 

The omiSSion of the func tion words from the above se t of head llnes could be 

revea led by expand in g the headlines into cla u ses some thing like, 

(There h as been a) scare (over a) bomb (intended for Prince) Charles 

(The re has been a) remand (in a) case (oq assault (on) TV 

(There has been a ) theft (oq art (worth) & 100, 000 

The headlin e CHARLES BOMB SCARE has two modifiers (CHARLES and 

BOMB). Because o f thi s there is an am bigu ou s u se of words. It is the omission 

of the function word s tha t cau ses the a mbiguity. In the example give n it is not 

c lear whether Charles first modifies bomb, and then Charles bomb modifies 

scare, as in th e following d iagra m: 

Charles bomb scare 

or whether bomb first modifies scare 

bomb scare 
Chades I 

'---------' 

Th e order of lexical words in the expa nded cases is reversed in the compressed 

NPs of the head lines, when they beco me pre- modifiers of a noun: 

Scare (over a ) bomb (intended for Prince) Charles =:> Charles bomb scare 

Remand (in a ) case (oq assau lt (on) TV =:>TV assault case rema nd 

Theft (oD a rt (worth) L 100,000 =:> art theft 
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It is s ta tcd in 17 rce born (1 995) tha t th c rules of E:nglish gram mar allow us 10 

pre-modify noun with adjectives a nd noun s . 

II. Phrases 

Phrases a re one o f th e units tha t co nstitute a ra nk scale which co uld be used 

for describin g th e system of E:nglish grammar . Phrases a re roughly class ified 

into s ix parts. Amon g these a re noun a nd prepositiona l phrases, which could 

help to pa rti a lly desc ribe tb e gra mma r system within newspa per headlines. 

A. Noun Phrases and Prepositional Phrases 

Newspa per headlines ge nerally con s ist e ither of sh ort clauses that contai n a 

predicator, or of phrases which a re NPs. The principa l fu nc tions of NPs are as 

subject, o bj ect or intensive com plemen t in clause structure, or as complement 

in prepositiona l phrase s tructure. Because of this , mos t English texts, 

in c ludin g newspaper headlines, co nta in lots of NPs. 

A s ummal-y of phrases such a s th e following is therefore n eeded to find out the 

grammar system that is beli eved to operate in newspaper h eadlin es . 

1. NP function 

Noun phrases (NPs) regularly function in cla u se structu re as subject (8), obj ect 

(0) inten s ive complement (Ci) a nd sometimes as adverbial (A) a nd prepos iti ona l 

phrase s tructure as complement - PrepP= (P+NP). 
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2. NP form 

A NP has a noun head word (h) , and may be pre - modifi ed by a de termin er (d) 

or a possess ive phrase (PossP) functioning as determine r, a numeral (num), a n 

a dj ec tive (adj.) or adjec tive phrase (Adj. P), a nd a noun (n) or noun phrase (NP). 

NPs are post-modified by qua lifiers (Q) which are most of len PrepPs 

(prepositio na l phrases), Nonfcles (nonfinite clauses) or Relcles (relative clauses). 

3. PrepP function 

PrepPs fun ction as adverbial (ea or A) in clause structure, a nd as qualifiers (Q), 

post -modi(ying the head nou n in NP struc ture . 

4. PrepP form 

A PrepP has a preposition head a nd NP compl ement. Becau se PrePs can post -

modify NPs, the s tructures co nta inin g th em may have a series of embedd ed 

PrePs or NPs. This is known as a recurs ive stru cture , as the same constituents 

recur, one within the oth er. NPs a nd PrepPs can be very complex. 

5. Pronouns 

Since the fun c tion of pronouns is to substitute for noun s a nd NPs, it follows 

that pronouns ma inly occur as head of a NP wherever an NP with a noun head 

can. Pronouns ca n, howeve r, on ly be pre - or post - modified in very limited 

ways. 
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B. Verb Phrases 

Another group of phrase struclure that co nslitule a ran k scalc wilh which the 

sys tem of gra mmar in newspa per headlines co uld be described a re verb phrases 

(VPs). Thi s is mainly because headl ines wilh a predicato r (P) are common ly 

found. The func tion of a predicator is therefore performed by a VP. Th e VP is 

the 'head ' of the clause, even though the re a re usually more NPs, becau se they 

ca n potentia lly function in cla uses as e ither subject, object, in tens ive 

co mplement or adverbia l. 

The importa nt difference between fin ite an d nonfinite verbs is a pplied equa lly to 

ve rb phrases fun ctionin g in a clause, so th a l we speak of finite a nd nonfinite 

clauses. Finite verbs a re ma rked for tense. 

1. Tense in Main Verbs 

The idea that there are on ly two tenses in English seem s puzzling, becau se it is 

quite clear that we can refe r to pas t, present a nd future time, and tha t therefore 

there should be a t least three tenses to do this. But if we limit the stric t u se of 

tense to a grammatical, ma rked form of a ve rb , you will see th at in En gli s h 

there is n o future tense form , because we cannot refer to the future by s imply 

innecting a verb, that is, by adding a suffi x or changing its vowel. We have to 

u se a ddition a l auxiliary ve rbs like shall. 

In prac tice, the word tense is used in a more genera l way, and there IS some 

in con s istency or reference to tense (a gram matical category) and time (a 

semanti c category). 
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The fo ll owing a re newspaper head li nes wilh main verbs, a nd arc lhc rda re shorl 

c lauses or 'tru ncaled sentences' (Freeborn, 1995). 

S 

BISHOPS 

TEACHERS 

POUND 

P 

TAKE FISH OFF MENU FOR PENSANCE 

PASS COMPUTER TEST 

FALLS 

The predicators talee, pass a nd fa lls a re a ll lexical or main verbs in the present 

ten se . Most nelNS is about wh at has happened in the past, but becau se it is the 

im med iate past, it is thou ght of as curren tly goin g on. So the presen t tense is 

a lmost a lways used in th e headlines of n ewspapers. Th is is not an in fl exible 

convention, however, and the past tense can be found: 

LIGHTNING KILLED MARINE 

The terms s imple past tense and simple present tense are used to refer to th ose 

finite verbs. VPs which consist of a single main verb itse lf is marked for present 

or past ten se. In fin ite VPs with more than one verb, it is the first verb which 

car r ies p resent or past ten se . Auxiliary, or 'he lp ing' ve rbs, a lways come before 

the ma in verb, so it is th e fi rst a uxiliary verb th at is marked for tense. 

2. Predicators in Phase in VP Structure 

I n a sen tence like she tried to gain support fo r the demo, both tried a nd gain are 

separa te lexica l verbs fu nctioni ng as p redicators. It is ofte n stated that th is is 

an a rea of English grammar in wh ich there are severa l compe ting analysis 

among contemporary linguists. Some describe to gain, together with the rest of 

the cla u se, as a complement of tired. In Freeborn (1 995) the first method of 

114 

1 



a na lys is, which seems to be the s tra ightest forward, has been chose n , a nd 

th ese VP s truc tures are called predicators in phase. The word phase is used in 

the sense of a ser ies -two or more lexical verbs foll owing each otber, sometimes 

linked by the word to, when the second verb is an infinitive -she wanted to 

come- o r else without a linking word, when th e seco nd verb is a n -ing pa rticiple­

The baby started crying. Th is a llows one to a na lyze a cla use as having two or 

more predicators , bu t only when they a re in thi s s pecia l phase re lationshi p. 

1. He didn 't lilee helping- the m a in verb lilee is fo llowed by the -ing participle 

helping. 

2. They tried to jump is an example of a very common form of pred icators in 

phase , verb 1 + to + verb 2. 

3. Mole and Ra t made Toad help is a lso a common co ns truction, verb i + NP+ 

Verb 2 , in which the NP fun ction s as the object of the rirst verb, a nd the 

s ubj ect of the second . 

3 . Vo ice 

As it has been pointed out in Section 3 .5 .l.3, one function of be a s a n a uxiliary 

occurs when it is followed by the -en/ -ed participle of another verb to mark the 

pass ive voice. The passive form of a VP is related to its active form. The active 

voice is tbought of as more basic, and is unmarked . The ma rked passive form is 

said to de r ive from the ac tive by means of transformation. 

The form of the passive con struction , be + -en/ - ed participle, is s imi la r to that 

of be + adjective, fo r example, I was happy in which the verb was links the 

s ubject I to the inte ns ive complement happy. If th e complement is an adj ective 
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which is , or looks li ke, the -en/ -ed participle of a verb, then the difference 

between a passive and be + adjective co nstru ction may be fuzzy. For example, J 

was pleased may s imply be equiva lent to sayin g J was happy, belt cou ld be th e 

passive form of something pleased me. Freeborn (1995) mentions that suc h a 

s itua tion could be taken to illustrate h ow grammatical categories overlap . 

4. Finite and Nonfinite VPs 

The in finitive a nd the two participles of verbs have already been described as 

non finite, tha t is, they a re not ma rked for present or past tense. A YP marked 

fo r prese n t or past te nse is therefore a fin ite YP. 

If a YP contains non-fini te operator-verb or main, but only nonfinite verbs, then 

it is called a nonfinite YP. Therefore, finite YPs funct ion as pred icators in finite 

clauses, a nd nonfinite YPs in non fin ite clauses. 

III. Clauses 

One of the un its in the rank scale for studying headlines are clauses . They are 

defin ed in Freebo rn (1 995) as the gra mma tical struc tures wh ich la nguage 

provides for encodin g a person's experience of the world and commu nicating 

thi s experience to other people. In short, they are the linguistic 'frame' through 

which an u nderlyin g proposition co uld be expressed . 

A. Mood 

Among the grammatical categories that would enable to stu dy newspaper 

head li nes at the level of c lauses is mood. In grammar, mood expresses the 

116 



run cLio n or purpose or a n u tLeranee, LhaL is , whaL use we arc ma ki ng 01' speec h 

or wriLin g ill relaLion La the pe rso n we a re addressing. 

1. Declarative Mood 

A c la use like the ro llowing that makes a statement (declaring some thing) is said 

to be in th e declarative mood: 

S 

TEACHERS 

P 

PASS 

o 

COMPUTER TEST 

Mood is recognized by Lhe order of Lhe su bject a nd the predicator in the clause. 

A c la u se in decl a ra tive mood has its subject first, a nd predica Lor following, SP. 

If a sentence is complex and con ta ins subo rdina te clauses, its mood is 

de termined by th e main clause . 

2. Interrogative mood 

The m a in function of in terrogative m ood is to ques tion, to seek information . In 

yes/ no in terroga tives, the subj ect doe s not come first, but fo ll ows the operator­

ve rb. 

o P-V S P A 

Did the old man sit by the road? 

In wh-inte rrogatives the wh-word comes first. 

wh -s P A 

Who sat by the road? 

The on ly time a wh-word does not come rirst in its clause is when iL is part of a 

Prep" which forms a wh-phrase, whe n the p reposition precedes Lhe wh-word. 
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In which town do you live? 

Although the inte rrogatives are princ ipal gra mma tica l means of askin g 

ques tion s, it is not esse ntia l to LIse the in te rrogative form . 

A s p o Voc 

Surely you remember that, comrades? 

Th e above clause is in dec la rative mood (SP order), but is a que s ti on. [n writing, 

this is shown by the question mark, and in speech by di st inctive intonat ion. 

3. Imperative mood 

Giving ord ers or m aking requests may be ex pressed in the imperative mood, m 

which the subjec t you is usually omitted, a nd pred icator co mes fir s t: 

p A 

Sit by the road! 

The order can be made less pe remptory 111 va rIOUS ways, still u s ing the 

impera tive mood , for example: 

p A S 

Do sit by the road, old man 

If it is, however, expressed a s a request ra ther than an order, then the 

in terrogative mood may be used: 
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cw-v s P A 

Would you sit by the road, please? 

Some times th c pe rson addressed is na med. Thi s is referred to as th e vocative 

(Voc). 

P Voc 

Fix your eyes on that, students! 

In conclus ion , it s hould be remembered that the term s declarative, interrogative 

a nd imperative refer to the gra mma ti cal category called mood, a nd a re ma rked 

in the s truc ture of a clau se and the order of Sand P, not in th e func tion of t he 

clau se in commu nication . Qu estions can be asked without u s ing inte rrogati ve 

mood , and directives can be given without u s ing the impera tive mood. 

B. Kernel Clauses 

The word Kem el is u sed as a metaphor to su gges t something that is ce ntral or 

bas ic , a nd th F- s truc ture of other types of cla use can then be described in terms 

of the ir differences from Kernel cla u ses . 

The s truc ture of a kernel cla use is represented, as SP(C) (A)- the subj ect S a nd 

t.he predi cator P are gra mma tically essen tial. The addi t ion of complement(s) (C) 

a nd adverbia l (s) (A) depends upon the kind of ve rb in th e pred icator a nd th e 

meaning expressed. 

A kern el clau se is 

(a ) finite, 

(b) declara tive, 

119 



(c) in Lhc acLivc voicc, 

(d) wiLh phrases as constitucnLs, 

(e) without a ny recu rs ive or embedded structures, a nd 

(~ consis ting o f a subject a nd a predicaLor, with poss ibly one or more 

co mpl em ents (depend ing upon the meaning, a nd Lhe type o r verb), and 

one or more adverbia ls (optiona l Lo the grammar), in the order SP (C) (A). 

1. Complements in Kernel Clauses 

lL is o ften indica ted tha t in linguistics the Lerm complement has a much wider 

general mea ning than in traditiona l grammar, a nd is used not on ly of th e 

complem ents of the VP predicato r, but for Lhe NP complement of a preposition 

in a Prep" a nd sometimes for the post modifiers of NPs. th e following sections 

try to present these different uses of th e complement. 

i. Complements (1)- object (0) 

These are kind s of complem ents th a t foll ow th e pred icator VI', and called 

gra mmatical obj ects. One cannot norma lly omit them withou t making th e 

cla u se ungra mmatical or cha nging th e meaning: 

The ta il or fo und little wo rk 

" The tailor found (ungrammatical) 

He stood his yardstick in the corner. 

* He s tood in th e corne r (grammatical, but different meaning) 

The seque nce s ubj ect-predicator-object (SPO) does not a lways maintain th e 

semantic (meaning) relat ionship of actor-action-affected. For example: 
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(i) Thcy took the dog to thc vcL. 

(ii) Thcy took a walk into thc co untry. 

The dog in (i) is grammatical object of took, and also the affccted thing in 

re la tion to they, the ac tors. But in (i i) , it is din-icult to argue that a walle is an 

a ffected thing, though it is quite clearly the grammatical object of toolc. 

ii. Complements (2)- intensive 

Th e head phrase of a given clause is its predicator, that is, VP. Thi s is to say 

tha t despite the absence of defin able process, a clause must have a VP fillin g 

the p redicator slot. The commonest verb of this kind is 'be'. 

As a malll ve rb in a clause 'be ' acts as a link between the subject and 

something one wants to say about the subject, e.g. Mole was happy. The verb 

be may a lso point to a defin ition or a description, as in The day is wOlldelful, or 

This is a wonderful day. Verbs like seem and become a lso function li ke be as 

re lational or link verbs, lin k ing the subject of a clause and its complement (C). 

This k ind of complement which refers back to the subj ect is called a n intensive 

complement (ei). 

iii. Complements (3) · adverbial (Ca) 

Many adve rbials that represen t the circumstances of t ime, place and manner in 

which something h a ppen s are ofte n add itional information which can be left 

out without a ffecting the grammaticality of a clause. However, it is often pointed 

out that ce rta in adverbials appear to be essentia l to the grammar of the clause. 
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Thcre is a necd to distinguish bctwcen two kinds of adve r'bial , onc that is 

closely related to th e predicator like the grammatical co mpleme n ts (C i) and (0), 

and which ca n be labeled adve rbial complcment (Ca), and another that is more 

loose ly attached, and not a complement, ca lled a peripheral a dverbial (A). (The 

adj ective peripheral is derived from the noun periph ery, and mean s on the 

outside of, or marginal.) A periphe ral adverbia l is not grammatically dependent 

upo n the predicator, but more loose ly related and generally moveable. 

An adverbial following the verb be with no other com plemen ts in the clause 

mu s t be a complement: 

s p Ca 

The man was in the house. 

The reason for this is the clause *The man was is grammatically in co mpletc . 

Final ly , despite the discussions so fa r it should be remembered that the 

distinction between an adverbia l complement (Ca) a nd peripheral adverbial (A) 

is not a lways clear. It is pointed out in Freeborn (1995) that this shows 

grammatica l categories a re sometimes difficult to distinguish clearly, and it can 

be interest ing to discuss a lternatives. 

C. Nonkernel Clauses 

Clauses that either contain complex phrases as constituent or differ from 

kernel clauses in one or more of th eir bas ic features a re normally called 

non kern el clauses. In s hort, nonkernel clauses a re: 
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(a) non -finite, a nd/or 

(b) inte rrogative or impera tive a nd /or 

(c) in the pass ive voice, a nd/ or 

(d ) not in SP(C) (A) order 

The s ta tements made indicate tha t th e nonkern el clauses could be de ri ved from 

kernel clauses. In Freeborn (1 995) clauses derived from basic ke rn e l clauses 

are term ed as derivations or transformations. 

D. Embedding and Nonkernel clauses 

Embedding, a kind of syntac tic dev ice which non kernel clauses are 

characte rized by, involves th e fixing of one s tructure withi n a noth er 

gramma tical structure. The s tructure embedded and the one that embeds 

together determine the overall na ture of the embeddin g that takes place. 

1. Phrases embedded in NP and PrepP structure 

The embedding of one NP or PrepP in another, ma king the embedded phrase 

subord inate to the other, is described as a rec ursive process, because it can 

rec ur in a series, as in the following NP head line: 

DENIAL OF RUMOR OF REJECTION OF REAGAN'S 

COMPROMISE PROPOSAL FOR AIR TO NICARAGUAN 

REBELS 

This is a complex NP. Its head wo rd denial is post-modified by the fol lowing 

Prep" . The re lationship of the Prep"s to the headword is one of subordination. 

Each one is embedded in th e othe r. 
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NPs may rll so have complex pre-modirie rs, as in th e rollowin g c lau ses hC8 c1linc: 

S P o 

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION GROUP HAILS HISTORIC AND DEVASTATING DEFEAT 

The headword group or the NP s ubject Freedom of info/7nation group, is pre­

modified by th e N P freedom of information. 

2. Nonfinite clauses embedded in NP and PrepP structure 

No nrini te clauses can fun c tion as post-mod ifie rs or NPs and P repP, ju s t like 

othe r NPs a nd Prepps. All three k inds or nonfinite verb can be u sed -infin itive, -

ing (present) pa rtic iple and -e n / -ed (past) pa rt iciple. Such clauses are 

embedded within the s tructu re of a phrase. 

3 . Restrictive relat ive clauses 

Clauses embedded as post-modifie rs In NPs are called relative clauses. They 

cou ld occ u r in the fol lowing forms: 

(a ) Subject: This is th e finest cart that was ever built. 

(b) Object: Toad ta lked big about al l that he was going to do in the days to 

come. 

(c) Prepp complement: The day 011 which I go 011 holiday is my b irthday. 

(d) Relative adverbial: The nearest town where we call get help from is five 

miles away. 

4 . Non-restrictive relative clauses 

A clau se with the sam e stru cture as a restr ictive re lative clause may also 

fun c tion in a looser kind of dependent relation s hip , in which it is not a 

constituen t of the NP, but of the se nten ce in which it occurs , ad ding further 

information. 
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