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Abstract
This thesis is a comparative content analysis of Pro- government and Pro- TPLF activists
during the war and after the signing of the Agreement on Permanent Cessation of
Hostilities, also known as the Pretoria Agreement, in the context of the 2020-2022
Ethiopian civil war. The study argues that unlike the military confrontation in the
ground, those Pro-government and Pro-TPLF activists played major role in amplifying
and exacerbating the war through the social media warfare. It further argues that the
involvement of different actors behind each Pro-government and Pro-TPLF activists
makes the technological warfare and weaponization trend of social network more
complicated and dangerous to sustained peace. The study concludes based on the
findings that greater efforts are needed to ensure new mechanisms to understand the
nature, role, and dynamics of social media warfare. Therefore, media literacy work and

professional engagement in this field has to be seriously considered.

Key words- Activism, Manipulation, Social media warfare



1.

CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION

1.1.Background of the study

Digital activism has also flourished as a new phenomenon with in the development and
complex nature of social media. Thus, it is defined as “Political conduct aiming for
reform or revolution by non-state actors and new socio-political formations such as social
movements, protest organizations and individuals and groups from civil society, that is by

social actors outside government and corporate influence” (Karatzogianni, 2015, p. 1).

The researcher underlines the interaction and relation between social media activism and
wartime activism during the Ethiopia’s 2020-2022 Civil war as well as post Pretoria
agreement also known as Cessation of Hostilities Agreement(CoHA) which signed on
November 2022.

Social media is the media we use to be social. However; it involves other related

connotations as well. Social media is individuals’ activity and practice on media that

enables sharing. (Safko& Brake, 2010)

Social media is a subset of Web 2.0 technologies, which include all online social
networks, weblogs, and wikis. However, Twitter and Facebook have become
synonymous with Web 2.0 (O’Reilly, 2005).These technologies are centered on the
concept of user-generated content, online collaboration, information sharing, and
collective intelligence (Davidson &Y oran, 2007; O’Reilly, 2005).

In February 2020, The World Health Organization (WHO) already warned of the danger
of an “infodemic,” i.e., the overabundance of information about the topic. This relates to
the question whether the information is accurate and truthful or false or confusing-which
makes it difficult for people to find trustworthy sources (World Health Organization,

2020). Unlike the health issue, social media information plays vital role during as well as



after Ethiopia’s 2020-2022 Civil War. Since, both Pro-Government and Pro-TPLF
activists use the social media information along with many information manipulation

techniques.

Social media platforms have become key spaces for activism given the profound
mediatization of all human activities (Couldry; Hepp, 2022). This trend has been further
exacerbated by the isolation measures of the COVID-19 pandemic, which has led to a
large part of the population shifting their information consumption habits to social media
(Newman, 2022).

The real development in social media platforms came with Friendster in 2002, which was
followed by LinkedIn and MySpace in 2003, Facebook in 2004, YouTube in 2005,
Twitter in 2006, Tumbler in 2006, Sina Weibo in 2009, and the launch of Pinterest and
Instagram in 2010. The rapid explosion of social media has transformed the world and

has been a catalyst for social change (Baird &Parasnis, 2013).

Today, at any act of citizen protest or demonstration, a tide of mobile devices can be seen
capturing the moment and broadcasting it, often live, through their Facebook, Instagram,

Twitter, TikTok, YouTube, Telegram or WhatsApp group profiles.

1.2. Statement of the problem

Pro-Government and Pro-TPLF activists’ plays role on amplifying and exacerbating the
civil war between Federal government and TPLF(2020-2022). However, their role

understudied and this research aims to fill this knowledge gap.

Digital activism was influential in Ethiopian politics for the first time during the lead up
to the 2005 elections. The unprecedented opening of the political space at this time led to
a surge in voting for the opposition that threatened the Ethiopian Peoples’ Revolutionary
Democratic Front’s (EPRDF) grip on power. The government responded with a

crackdown on opposition and mass arrests in the post-election period (Abbink, 2021).



During this period prior to the rise of modern social media platforms such as Facebook
and Twitter, Ethiopian bloggers became influential. They managed to stir pro-democracy
and anti-government sentiments despite the fact that Internet penetration was just 0.22
percent and mobile phone penetration stood at 0.55 percent. (Gagliardone & Pohjonen,
2016, p. 26.)

Unlike the protest wave Ethiopia’s 2020-2022 Civil war has experienced wide usage of
social networking sites to manipulation and propagate the position and interest of the
warring parties. Besides, social media activism amplifies the conflict in many aspects

during the wartime as well as post wartime.

The social media network-“twitter” was the main ‘information battle ground’; competing
information campaign emerged to frame the war for English language twitter. On one
side, Tigrayans and their allies used twitter to engage in online activism and to share
information about events taking place in the region. In reaction to this movement, the
Ethiopian government and its supporters launched counter information campaigns to
discredit Tigrayans activists, framing the violence as fabricated, exaggerated or caused by
the TPLF. (Wilmot Clair, Ellen Tveteraas and Alex drew, 2021).

Therefore, this thesis aims to investigate the nexus between various social media
influencing and Pro- government and Pro-TPLF social media activists have used
manipulation techniques during the war and post Pretoria agreement or Cessation of
Hostilities Agreement (CoHA).

1.3. Objective of the study

1.3.1. General objective
The general objective of this research focus on conducting a comparative content analysis
of social media activism of the Pro- government and Pro- TPLF activists during the war

and after the signing of the peace Agreement.



1.3.2. Specific objectives

Specifically, the research intends to:-

Investigates how the social media platform and activists serve in mobilizing Ethiopians
during the war and post-war periods

Examine the nexus between positive or negative contribution of social media activism
during the war time and post war time

Assess different information manipulation techniques of social media activists during
wartime and after.

Analyze the impact of specific social media platform usage during war and peace
situation

Examine the contribution of Pro- government and Pro-TPLF activists for the peaceful
activities of a society or lack thereof.

Analyzing each twitter contents by content analysis method to understand the motives

and meanings.

1.4. Research questions

Generally, the study attempted to answer the following basic and specific questions

1.
2.

What technique do activists use to mobilize their followers during and after war

What is the link between social media activism during the wartime and post Pretoria
agreement of the war between Ethiopian government and TPLF?

What are the specific ways and means through which Pro-government and TPLF activists
use to manipulate information?

What are the impacts of using specific social media platform during and after the war
situation?

What are the general contributions or impact of those activists on the process of war as

well as peace agreement between the two conflicting parties?

1.5. Scope of the study

The thesis being explicit that the focus is on social media activism during and after the
war (the Pretoria Agreement).the temporal reference of the research content analysis lies

between the war time to Pretoria agreement (between 2020- 2022)



The time line of the study has two phase of analysis. l.e. phase one during the wartime

and phase two post- Pretoria peace agreement.

In phase one —the study focuses on twenty four months archive tweets which those
selected activists write on; the second phase also focuses analysis of six month tweets
which those selected activists tweets after the Pretoria agreement was signed. Thus, the

study critically analyzes a two- year data.

Based on the spatial and temporal scope, the thesis analyzes only twitter social media
posts,- since twitter allows archive tweets along with exact time and date line than other
social media sites. Therefore the researcher limited its data analysis towards twitter social
media platform only.

According to stat counter Global stats 2021 report After the war erupted on November 4,
2020 onwards there were high Twitter social media usage and new accounts with in eight
months .As a result this case study focuses on six prominent ‘Pro-TPLF’ and ‘Pro-
government’ social media(SM) activists, who uses twitter and have many followers on it.

(See figure 1)

The study is also limited in data collection and analysis time frame between November 4,

2020 to November 4, 2022 only. The time frame indicates the wartime activism as well

as post war situation or after Pretoria agreement (CoHA) signed.

Figure 1. Social media stats Ethiopia from Jan-Dec 2021



1.6. Significance and implication of the study

The researcher believes a link between Pro- government and Pro-TPLF activist’s role on
amplifying and exacerbating during the 2020-2022 civil war contexts is understudied and

there is a knowledge gap in the area.

As a result this thesis attempts to fill a gap in academic literature by analyzing and
comparing the contents of social media, the different techniques used by activists, and the
impact inflict on during and post war situations. Furthermore the research serves as an

academic contribution with new conceptual knowledge.

This study will add to the body of knowledge on social media activism and conflict/peace
studies, and will be an important resource to anyone seeking to explore the dynamics to

the concept of activism through social media.

Furthermore, this thesis could be used for academic studies, data analysis, and
explanation to the situation, further explorations, policy formulation, and other purposes.
Thus, one of the intentions of this research is to contribute to a better understanding of
what the role of social media during the war and post wartime.

It can also help readers in determining how and why social media is influential as a tool
for modern day activists especially in the case of Ethiopian government and TPLF war

and peace situations.

1.7. Limitation of the study
Because of the alignment change and other personal reasons, some of the important
previous twitted data from selected activists’ were deleted, hide or use other technique

which enables to retrieve.

On the other hand, the difficulties to analyze the audio video data are whether genuine or
Al generated, is the main limitation to the thesis. Since, some of such data are requires

very sophisticated software to analyze and which the researcher unable to find on.



1.8. Organization of the Study
The research is organized into five chapters. Chapter one deals with the introductory
section that includes the background, statement of the problem, objectives of the study,
research questions, Scope/delimitation, significance and limitations as well as

organizational structure of the thesis.

The second chapter deals with the review of related literature in the area of social media
activism, especially the contribution of activism during wartime and peaceful situations,
which are relevant to the researcher’s study. In this section theoretical and conceptual

frameworks regarding peace and security are included.

The third chapter covers the research methodology and design, which are applied to
conduct the study. The fourth and most significant chapter examines the data presentation
and analysis of the research, as well as the study's findings. Finally, chapter five presents

the research's conclusion.



CHAPTER TWO
2. REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE
2.1. Conceptualizing social media

2.1.1. Defining social media

Based on the modern picture of politics, social media can be taken as an instrument of
public opinion formation employing three foundational attributes of public sphere
dimensions. The three dimensions are 1) Structural, 2) Symbolic and 3) Interactional. The
three dimensions imply that social media are social engineering tools where information
freely flows; signs and symbols are codified in a two-way communication (Brenne, 2016:
271).

This seems a basic line to justify that social media have rational regulatory mechanisms
on the free access and free communication of information. As the public sphere
individuals make subjective course of communication considering that individuals are not
only privileged for their rights, but also respecting others as an obligation, too. So in this
regard one may claim that social media give both freedom and responsibility as center of

deliberative communication. [ibid]

Scholars contest on the exact history of the social media. Marrouat (2013) argues that
social media is as old as CompuServe in 1969. However, other scholars site the history of
social networking with the advent of Six Degrees back in 1997 (Boyd and Ellison, 2010).
Auspiciously, since then hundreds of social media networks have shown themselves and

still popping up with new choices and applications.

The Internet during its infant stages in 1969 was not intended for civilian use, it was
meant for military. Heavy hardware and through programming language restricted it to be
used only by technology enthusiasts. It was only because of what Apple, Microsoft and
IBM did the computer finally reaches civilian homes through personal computers and the

wonder of Internet became widely accessible. (Pereira, R., & Pereira, E. G, 2015).



Social media is a fragment but an important one, in this vast world of the Internet. It is
any website or an application that allows its users to interact and share information or

messages with each other. [ibid]

Social media is the media we use to be social. However; it involves other related

connotations as well. Social media is individuals’ activity and practice on media that

enables sharing. (Safko& Brake, 2009)

Social media are effective for conveying any message to a given public, whether it is
from a corporation, a public figure, or a government. (Harris, 2013, p. 18) Social media
help the society, government officials, non-government officials and others to share what
they have, to get information and to interact each other.

As per the New Media Institute, new media is defined as “a catchall term used to define
all that is related to the Internet and the interplay between technology, images and
sound.”(Cote, 2020)

Generally speaking Social media is a difficult concept to define with a couple of words
alone as different scholars forward diverse views. Simply put, however, it is not merely
this. It involves other related connotations as well. Social media is individuals’ activity
and practice on media that enables sharing. This includes the cultural product and the
relationship among the users. In defense of this, Howard and Parks (2012) define that
social media consists of tools, contents and those that produce and consume the digital
content. As a result, social media is not merely application or social networks, but the

interconnected entities that are to produce and consume and the related characteristics.

2.1.2. Importance of social media
The 2010s saw a key transformation for online citizenship communication: the shift from
digital social networks (SNSs) to social media platforms (Helmond, 2015), something
that reflects, for example, the strong presence of the label social media within the



academic discourse around digital activism from 2010 onwards compared to previous

terms (Neumayer,C; Rossi, 2016).

Social media sites enable users to freely share and interact with others at a very limited
cost. By using these platforms people communicate their views and ideas and also they
share news, views and opinions’ with one another. Social Media offers a communication
platform without gatekeepers, censoring, or monitoring for quality, so not only individual
users can produce contents but also social groups, organizations, and parties also use it
effectively. [ibid]

Kaplan and Haenlein (2010) in their widely cited journal classified social media in six
broad types; collaborative projects (e.g. Wikipedia), blogs and micro blogs (e.g. Twitter),
content communities (e.g. YouTube, slide share), social networking sites (e.g. Facebook),

virtual game worlds (e.g. World of Warcraft), and virtual social world.

2.1.3. Social media’s role in war and peace

10

Communication and its role in conflict have typically been defined in two ways. The first
type is elite-level communication that includes diplomacy, tactical communication by
leaders, rebel groups, and military commanders to communicate about logistics and

tactics, as well as to signal intentions with allies and adversaries .(Smith and Stam, 2004).

Similarly Social media communications especially twitter is also an elite base platform,
which engages different level and techniques of elites to ordinary individual’s
participation. (Smith and Stam, 2004)

First, social media lowers the barriers to entry for individuals and groups seeking to
communicate. The use of blogs, Facebook, or Twitter to disseminate information also
allows groups engaged in violence or seeking to challenge the state an alternative to
mainstream media. Thus, the power of incumbents to control media may be lessened.
Yet, this does not mean that social media acts as simply an alternative to the mainstream
media. Many traditional media outlets are shaped and influenced by blogs and influential
users. Especially during conflicts or contentious events, challengers are able to get their

side of the story out to the public by seeding it in blogs and social media that are then



picked up by mainstream domestic and international media. Thus it is not that social
media is an alternative to mainstream media rather its effects are indirect via its influence
on media gatekeepers. This mechanism is particularly relevant to protestors and
challengers in autocratic regimes, where social media provides an alternative outlet to
close off media outlets. (Thomas Zeitzoff, 2021)

Second, social media increases the speed and spread of information. Information tweeted
out or blogged can instantaneously be streamed across the globe and go "viral™ when it is
picked up by mainstream news sources. This quickening of the news cycle has several
implications. Competition between various news outlets to be the first to report stories
can create incentives to not fully vet information; Actors thus may have the ability to
provide false and misleading information.(Jin et al. 2014).

Technology, which was only within the reach of power-elites in the past, has now become
accessible to common people and civil society institutions. With the percolation of
technology to middle and low income countries, especially through mobile phones, new
vistas of usage are opening up offering applications far and wide. Peacebuilding can be
understood as the attempts to bring about changes in attitude and behavior by promoting

better interaction and inclusive discourse. (Lederach, 1997)

In such a scenario, the technological media i.e. the new media can be advantageous as it
offers tools that foment collaboration, influence behaviors, and enable communities to
make their voice heard (Kahl & Larrauri, 2013)

Social media can make supreme contribution in conflict situations both at the pre- and
post conflict level. There remains a world of unexplored prospects vis-a-vis the social
media’s applicability in peace processes, necessitating further research in the arena.

The information society that the world has transpired in to largely relies upon these
instruments of communication, the latest and most popular being the ubiquitous social
media. Today, there is an evolving body of research with ‘reconciliation at its heart and

technology at its core’ aimed at strengthening the process of Peacebuilding.
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technology to middle and low income countries, especially through mobile phones, new
vistas of usage are opening up offering applications far and wide. Peacebuilding can be
understood as the attempts to bring about changes in attitude and behavior by promoting

better interaction and inclusive discourse. (Lederach, 1997)

In such a scenario, the technological media i.e. the new media can be advantageous as it
offers tools that foment collaboration, influence behaviors, and enable communities to
make their voice heard (Kahl & Larrauri, 2013)

Social media(SM) can make supreme contribution in conflict situations both at the pre-
and post-conflict level. There remains a world of unexplored prospects vis-a-vis the
social media’s applicability in peace processes, necessitating further research in the
arena.

It is also important to understand what war means before explaining the impact and
relationship between war and social media; since Human history is full of war and violent
conflict stories.

War has been waged for all purposes, including preservation of territories from attack,
expansion of empires, punishment of enemies and defense of allies. Since the 19th
century, the size and expense of war machines and uncertainty about the consequences of
war for society, as a whole, have made violence an increasingly unsustainable means for
conducting international affairs. Despite its costs and the availability of non-coercive
methods of diplomacy, war has been institutionalized to handle conflict. The use of
violence remains among states as an accepted instrument for the extension or protection
of their power. Organized military violence is persistently used in pursuit of the social
goals of domination. (Ho-Won Jeong, 2017)
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Social media are important to movement because they provide social movements an
opportunity to shape public understandings of social and political problems, as well as a
chance to mobilize a broader public to action. (Deana A, 2022)

Social media appear as aspiring tools for the creation of new opportunities for social
movements. Web 2.0 platforms allow protestors to collaborate so that they can quickly
organize and disseminate a message across the globe. By enabling the fast, easy and low-
cost diffusion of protest ideas, tactics, and strategies, social media and networks allow
social movements to overcome problems historically associated with collective
mobilization (Ayres, 1999)

Social media are effective for conveying any message to a given public, whether it is
from a corporation, a public figure, or a government. (Harris, 2013, p. 18) Social media
help the society, government officials, non-government officials and others to share what
they have, to get information and to interact each other.

Gerbaudo and Treré (2015) argued that research on the nexus of social media and social
movements needs to pay attention to the complexity of the phenomenon, especially when
it comes to our understanding of expressive and per formative elements. Specifically,
they singled out the importance of interrogating the role of collective identity in social
movements and examining what ‘opportunities and threats the new media ecology brings

to processes of identity construction in contemporary protest movements’ (p. 866)

Tensions of competing nationalisms and nation building in Ethiopia are increasingly
evident in online discourses in recent times that often escalate to inflammatory,
insightful, and hate speech. In this sense, it is not surprising that a growing list of scholars
have interrogated competing political discourses in Ethiopia’s burgeoning digital
communication sphere (Workneh, T. W. 2021). Nonetheless, the rise of antagonistic
expressive forms in digital spaces is not a uniquely Ethiopian experience. There is

growing global evidence on the relationship between social media proliferation and



occurrences of political extremism, partisanship, and rage culture (Postill, 2018). This

phenomenon is closely related to the notion of moral outrage.

Research indicates disinformation accusations may make it easier to ban or discredit
genuine online activism. By highlighting these dangers, disinformation plays no role in
the war on Tigray-both campaigns have shared misleading, unverified, and false

information to varying degrees and effects. (Clair Wilmot, 2021)

2.2. Social media activism
As our means to network virtually have begun to grow so too, have our platforms for
voicing our opinions. In this scenario social media such as ‘Twitter’ and Facebook have
become important forums for one to not just sustain a protest activity but also inform and

organize activism around a cause.

Dictionary definition of activism is that it is a noticeable and direct action to achieve a
result usually a political or social one (Cambridge Dictionary). Activism can clearly be
defined as any type of effort that seeks to enforce, direct, inform, or promote social,

political, societal or cultural change.

Duarte (2017) demonstrates that online activism is a mature, new territory for non-
governmental actors to raise awareness and develop support around the world. Duarte
argues that the Internet has changed the approach to politics because of the “invisible
support” of Internet users. The power of web-based activism, the author contends, is in its
distributive power, able to reach millions of people in a short time; it injects the same
level of credibility that print press accorded social movements in the 20th century, and
which it still continues to do.

Social media play an important role in facilitating the mobilization for, and coordination

of, direct actions offline. An overemphasis on the Internet is present in some studies and

mobile technologies and text messaging often plays a very important role (Gillian, 2008)

14
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Social media enable activists and protest movements to ‘self-mediate’ and to distribute
movement goals or frames more easily. Social movements and activists have always done
this, but social media are said to greatly increase the capacity to transmit text and visual
discourses. It is often argued that social media potentially provide (new) opportunities for
citizens and subordinate groups in society to bypass state and market controls and the

mainstream media to construct alternative collective identities.

A growing segment of social media usage on Twitter includes individuals advocating for
humanitarian causes, environmental problems, or political and economic debates (Arafa,
M., & Armstrong, C. 2016). Hashtag activism, a term that entered the public
consciousness gives communicators an ability to streamline their messaging on the micro

blogging social networking platform.

As our means to network virtually have begun to grow, so too have our platforms for
voicing our opinions. In this scenario social media such as ‘Twitter’ and Facebook have
become important forums for one to not just sustain a protest activity but also inform and

organize activism around a cause.

Participation is a key concept that addresses the main differences between the traditional
(old) media and the social (new) media and focuses mainly on the empowerment of the
audience/users of media towards a more active information and communication role. The
changes transform the relation between the main actors in political communication,
namely political actors, journalists and citizens. Social media and networks enable any
user to participate in the mediation process by actively searching, sharing and

commenting on available content (Bruns, 2005).

A social movement is a social process through which collective actors articulate their
interests, voice grievances and critiques, and proposed solutions to identified problems by
engaging in a variety of collective actions. These movements have three features: 1) they

are conflictual and have clearly identified (ideological) opponents; 2) they are structured
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through dense informal networks; and 3) they are geared towards developing, sustaining

and sharing collective identities (DellaPorta and Diani, 2006)

Social media play an important role in facilitating the mobilization for, and coordination
of, direct actions offline. An overemphasis on the Internet is present in some studies and
mobile technologies and text messaging often plays a very important role (Gillian, et al.,
2008).

Eight core logics for the use of social media by protest movements and activists can be
identified: ICT-supported communicative practices to organize internally recruit and
network, i.e. Mobilize for and coordinate direct action, disseminate movement frames
independently of the mainstream, and discuss/debate/deliberate/decide. The second
category is ICT-based communicative practices to attack ideological enemies, i.e. survey
the surveillers, and preserve protest artifacts. (Jordan and Taylor, 2004; Bennett and
Segerberg, 2016)

Activism during war and peace

Peace has traditionally been seen as an international matter with a definition of peace
limited to the absence of war or conflict; that is negative peace. Because peace also
includes the conditions needed for peace to last and to prevail —positive peace— it touches
most realms of life. (Galtung, 1969, 167-191)

Social media has been used in Ethiopia to promote digital activism especially during the
times of elections. This is mainly because the conventional media came under the strict
control of the state and people have been forced to use social media as a viable alternative

to express their anger and oppositions. (Gagliardone, 2011)

There were 6.20 million social media users in Ethiopia in January 2020. The number of
social media users in Ethiopia increased by 237 thousand (4.0%) between April and
January 2020. With regarding to Internet users there were 21.14 million Internet users in
January 2020, this number increased by 534 thousands (2.6%) between 2019 and 2020.
(Datarportal, 2020)
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Analysis indicates that Internet users increased by 520 thousand between 2022 and
2023.more broadly, 30.7 percent of Ethiopia’s total Internet user base used at least one

social media platform in January 2023. (Datarportal, 2023)

In Ethiopia, social media, specifically Facebook was served as a more preferable and
favored source of information more than conventional sources of information such as
radio, TV and newspapers. Besides, people use social media particularly Facebook to
satisfy their various needs such as the need for entertainment, socialization, discussion or
debate, and education. Moreover, most of the users of Facebook use it to express their

high or low emotions at times when they experience these emotions (Kumlachew, 2014)

How a person or an institution defines peace will have a direct effect on the way issues of
peace are addressed, specifically in situations of conflict be they great or small. The
higher the ideal, the more likely it will be that conflicts will be prevented or, if need be,

peacefully resolved.

Social media divides and unites people at the same time. On one hand the Internet is
eating into the communal or social life of human beings whereas on the other hand it is
also becoming a platform for them to share, talk or socialize. It seems as if it’s
withdrawing from the real world and adding to the virtual. It is here that people where
can talk to someone according to their own wish and want of distance. It allows people to
retain flexibility in their communication, allows them to generate content and not merely
produce it. (Pablo Gerbaudo, 2012)

Role and Impact of social media activism in war

Social media activism and violent conflict has intertwined in many aspects. Bennett and
Segerberg (2012; 2013) argued that tools (blogs, forums, digital social networks, etc.) had
given rise to a new form of personalized public engagement that they called the logic of
connective action. Connective action is based on personalized content sharing through
personal narratives rather than collective structures and identities. Thus, the effects of

these online activities can lead to concrete policy changes through public pressure on



governments or mass boycott actions against companies and extend political and civic

outreach and participation by enabling new forms of mediated action (Boulianne,2020).

First, social media lowers the barriers to entry for individuals and groups seeking to
communicate. The use of blogs, Facebook, or Twitter to disseminate information also
allows groups engaged in violence or seeking to challenge the state an alternative to
mainstream media. Thus, the power of incumbents to control media may be lessened.
Yet, this does not mean that social media acts as simply an alternative to the mainstream
media. Many traditional media outlets are shaped and influenced by blogs and influential
users. Especially during conflicts or contentious events, challengers are able to get their
side of the story out to the public by seeding it in blogs and social media that are then
picked up by mainstream domestic and international media. Thus it is not that social
media is an alternative to mainstream media rather its effects are indirect via its influence

on media gatekeepers. (Boulianne, 2020)

This mechanism is particularly relevant to protestors and challengers in autocratic
regimes, where social media provides an alternative outlet to close off media outlets.
Alternatively, social media also affords regimes to fund "Astroturfing,” or sock puppets
that can give the appearance that the regime has broad-based support, and also drown out
alternative voices. Second, social media increases the speed and spread of information.
Information tweeted out or blogged can instantaneously be streamed across the globe and
go "viral™ when it is picked up by mainstream news sources. This quickening of the news
cycle has several implications. Competition between various news outlets to be the first
to report stories can create incentives to not fully vet information (Jin et al. 2014)

2.3. Information manipulation
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Ethiopia’s 2020-2022 Civil war has experienced different media manipulation techniques
via pro government as well as pro TPLF activism. Thus, this research tries to explore the
techniques they use it as the areas of new knowledge exploration towards war and

peaceful situations.



Information manipulation as a process where actors leverage specific conditions or
features within an information ecosystem in an attempt to generate public attention- and
influence public discourse through deceptive, creative, or unfair means. Furthermore,
media manipulation is a broad term in that it can be used to define a variety of other
terms, such as disinformation, information operations, or influence operations. This is
intentional as it allows for a wider variety of cases to be analyzed. (The Media
Manipulation Casebook Code Book, 2022)

Information manipulation has always existed but was accelerated by three technical
innovations: print, mass media, and the Internet. The Internet, in particular, became even
more of an accelerant in the last decade with the rise of social media. [ibid]

Researchers have noted that many common media manipulation techniques have been
also used, such as copy pasta (text that is repeatedly reposted), impersonation (pretending
to be another person or member of a social identity group) and viral sloganeering (short,
catchy phrases intended to deliver persuasive, disruptive messaging), around so-called
social wedges issues (political or social topics that are both polarizing). (Wilmot,
Tveteraas, and Drew, 2021)

Information manipulation is particularly prolific in times of war—and thus benefits all the
more from the “despecification” of war, that is, from the increasing ambiguity between
times of war and times of peace. As French historian Marc Bloch noted in 1921 in an
article analyzing the proliferation of fake news during the First World War, “emotion and
fatigue destroy the critical faculty.” Censorship also plays a role, because it is more
intense in moments of crises and it feeds into paranoia and delusions. (Marc Bloch, 2013,
p. 10)

2.3.1. Manipulation strategies
Jean-Baptiste Jeangéne Vilmer (2018) indicates there are several manipulation strategies,
which have different implications on receivers of the information. Among different
strategies the following techniques highly recommended and widely used in social media
sphere:-
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A. Astroturfing -Occurs when campaign operators attempt to create the false perception

of grassroots support for an issue by concealing their identities and using other
deceptive practices, like hiding the origins of information being disseminated or
artificially inflating engagement metrics.

. Butterfly attack - Butterfly attacks occur when imposters mimic the patterns of

behavior of a social group (usually a group that has to fight for representation).
Imposters pretend to be part of the group in order to insert divisive rhetoric and
disinformation into popular online conversation or within the information networks
used by these groups. Distinct from Astroturfing, which tries to falsify grassroots
support for an issue, butterfly attacks are designed to infiltrate existing communities,
media campaigns, or hashtags to disrupt their operations and discredit the group by
sowing divisive, inflammatory, or confusing information. The term butterfly attack is
inspired by the mimicry behavior of certain species of butterflies, who impersonate the

fluttering patterns of other species to confuse predators.( Patrick Ryan, 2017 )

. Distributed amplification - Distributed amplification is a tactic whereby a campaign

operator explicitly or implicitly directs participants to rapidly and widely disseminate
campaign materials, which may include propaganda and misinformation as well as
activist messaging or verified information via their personal social media accounts. The
strategy relies on many campaign participants to individually circulate campaign
materials throughout their own communities, either via personal social media accounts
or within offline spaces (such as on community bulletin boards, in the public square,
etc.). It is often employed by campaign operators in an effort to complicate mitigation
by seeding the campaign to as many platforms as possible (so that if one platform
mitigates the campaign, it remains active on other platforms), or to overwhelm the
information ecosystem with a specific narrative or message. The term was inspired by
a technique in the field of electrical engineering, where “distributed amplification”
refers to a configuration of simple electron tubes that allows engineers “to obtain
amplification over much greater bandwidths than would be possible with ordinary
circuits.” (E.L. Ginzton, 1948: 956—69)
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Manipulation campaign operators use participants in a similar way that electrical
engineers use electron tubes to increase electrical bandwidth by operationalizing their
audiences to increase the amplification power of a disinformation campaign or artifact on

social media. [ibid]

D. Gaming an algorithm - Attempting to manipulate an algorithm in order to gain
attention. This may include tactics that elevate content into a platform’s trending list,
being recommended to other users, or placing in the top ten of a search engine’s

results.

E. Meme war - The intentional propagation of political memes on social media for the
purpose of political persuasion, community building, or to strategically spread narratives

and other messaging crucial to a media manipulation campaign.

F. Reputation management — Reputation management is a strategy in which campaign
operators issue widespread press, content, or marketing materials to hide negative
information, while amplifying positive news about their product, service, or cause.
Reputation management is a strategy bigger than an individual refuting false claims about
themselves; instead, reputation management refers to a concerted and deliberate strategy
backed by resources (i.e. funding) and is professionalized, meaning those running the

campaign are either paid or working on behalf of a company, client, or organization.

G.Targeted harassment - Coordinated and organized online harassment of an individual
or groups of individuals to threaten, censor, or upset them or to disrupt their operations or

behavior.

H. Trading up the chain - Trading up the chain is the process of getting a story from a
small, local, or niche platform or media outlet to a more popular, national news service. If
an article or post gains enough traction on the small, local, or niche platform, it may be

reported on by a larger site either to be promoted or debunked. Regardless, the additional
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coverage spreads the original story to a new and larger audience. If successful, a line

from a blog post or tweet can become national news. (Krafft, P. M., & Donovan, J.

(2020: 194-214.)

Some other social media manipulation techniques and meanings which many

activists use:

Technique

Meaning

Copypasta

- Refers to any block of text that is repeatedly reposted, often on social
media, messaging apps, online discussion forums, and comments

sections.

Evidence collage

- Compiling information from multiple sources into a single, shareable
document, usually as an image, to persuade or convince a target

audience.

Hijacked accounts

- The unauthorized use of an individual’s account, typically accessed

through stolen credentials or hacking.

Impersonation

- Pretending to be another person or member of a social identity group,
either by mimicking their behavior or creating a falsified online
presence.

Keyword squatting

- The strategic domination of unique or under-used keywords on
a social media platform or search engine that will return search

results and content in favor of the campaign operators’ goals.

Leak

- The unauthorized release of sensitive materials or documents.

Misinfographic

- Info-graphics with false or misleading information. In some cases, they
may also be classified as a forgery when they borrow an existing

organization's brand aesthetics and logo

Phishing Fraudulently posing as a trustworthy entity in a malicious attempt to
access confidential information such as usernames, passwords and
credit card details, usually by the means of email.

Trolling - Engaging in inflammatory, divisive, or distracting behavior in an online

community with the goal of provoking readers or viewers into an
emotional, often negative, response (ex. anger, outrage, offense).

Typosquatting

- Is a form of cyber squatting, or an attempt to mislead users by

fraudulently posing under someone else's brand or copyright.




Viral sloganeering - Repackaging of provocative, revolutionary or reactionary talking points
into a short, catchy, and memorable format for social media and

press amplification.

Table 1.Social media manipulation key words and techniques. (The media manipulation case
book ,2022)

2.4. Evolution of social media activism in Ethiopia

Modern communications system did not come to Ethiopia to help accelerate
modernization. Instead, it came together with other products of the industrial West. It
suddenly appeared under the skies of Ethiopia, although no one intended to invent it. This
was because, by the late nineteenth century, Ethiopia's isolation from the outside world
was being shattered, and new ideas and technology were beginning to penetrate (Keller,
1981:319-20). Accordingly, the presence of foreign embassies in Addis Ababa that
apparently required modern system and the threat of surrounding colonial powers drove
Menelik Il to introduce postal, telephone, telegraph systems, and printing press
(Andualem .M ,2014:133)

The development of digital media in Ethiopia, while similar to the path taken by other
authoritarian and semi-authoritarian regimes, has certain distinctive characteristics.
Ethiopia is the country in Africa with a state monopoly over telecoms, despite strong
pressure from international organizations, foreign countries and corporations to liberalize
the market. (Gagliardone, 2011)

Digital activism was influential in Ethiopian politics for the first time during the lead up to
the 2005 elections. The unprecedented opening of democratic space at this time led to a
surge in voting for the opposition that threatened the Ethiopian Peoples’ Revolutionary
Democratic Front’s (EPRDF) grip on power. The government responded with a crack-

down on opposition and mass arrests in the post-election period (Abbink, 2011).

Despite the very limited diffusion of the Internet among Ethiopian citizens, in 2006 the

government began to actively filter the websites of opposition groups and human rights
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organizations, specifically targeting those that gathered the voices of Ethiopians living
abroad. The mix of commitment to using new technology and fear that the same
technology could unsettle existing power structures is reflected in the government’s
massive efforts to use digital media in schools and government offices, and the neglect of
providing reliable and affordable Internet connections in the major towns, including the
capital. In 2010, Ethiopia had one of the lowest Internet penetration rates in the world.
[Ibid]

One reason for blocking these online spaces can be attributed to the composition of the
Ethiopian Diaspora and to the ability of the discourses it articulates to reach beyond the
digital media. Similar to other national groups that migrated from the Horn, Ethiopians
living abroad represent a large and powerful force that have historically been involved in

wars and politics back home[ibid].

Ethiopia, the December 2015 Oromo protest by students and farmers on the new master
plan of Addis Ababa and around Oromia regions, made headlines in the world news.
Ethiopian government blamed opposition parties for facilitating and organizing the
protest via Facebook. (Adamu, M. A, 2020)

As stated by Adamu, M. A. (2020), before Facebook become popular in Ethiopia, people
preferred to listen to radios and watch TVs broadcasted from outside the country, such as
Voice of America (VOA) and Duetchevelle (broadcasted in Amharic from Germany)
radio stations. Even those traditional media are also available in social media by having
Facebook pages. Anyone can get those local traditional media news as well as political
activists and Diaspora based media which are always willing and interested to transmit
news to protest against the overthrown Ethiopian government. Consequently, social
media in Ethiopia have become a preferred media outlet, which can present political news
from the government supporters, activist, journalists as well as from opposition groups of
the government. (Adamu, M. A. 2020)



It was the first time in Ethiopian history that events of the transition (2018) were mainly
covered and reported by ordinary citizens via Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, and blogs
rather that the main stream media. As per the Aljazeera news/information collected from
different journalist, activist and politicians, social media played a significant role for
Ethiopia’s political transition. (Abreham G, Tibebe B, 2019).

2.5. The role of social media activism in Context of Ethiopia’s 2020-2022 Civil War
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The social media not only helped to link Diaspora-based opposition leaders (activists) and
the youth protesters but also created a platform for collective action. On the one hand,
social media platforms like Facebook, YouTube and Twitter provide platforms for

collective action and could help to enhance popular participation.

Since its beginning, the Ethiopia’s 2020-2022 Civil war has been characterized by a
proliferation of hateful language, misleading information and propaganda that shadowed
the events on the ground (Wilmot, C., Tveteraas, E., & Drew, A. (2021). Amid a media
blackout and restricted access by journalists, a kind of parallel conflict thus emerged
through which opposing sides of the war tried to amplify their narratives online or

discredit the other side.

When the war begun on November 4, 2020 the internet watchdog organization net blocks
reported an internet network disruption in the Tigray region from lam local time.
Immediately after Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed announced on Facebook and twitter that
‘a red line’ had been crossed and that a ‘low enforcement’ was underway to apprehend

TPLF leadership.

English speaking Tigrayans in the Diaspora encouraged supporters to take to twitter,
circulating instructions and videos on WhatsApp describing how to use the platform to
raise awareness about the conflict. Thousands of Tigrayans in Ethiopia and the Diaspora
joined Twitter in the following days, according to an analysis of 90,000 tweets; many had
joined twitter for the first time in order to participate in online activism. (Clair Wilmot,
Ellen Tveteraas and Alex drew, 2021).



The opposing cyber armies also gathered the online campaigns behind various hash tags
used to frame the events related to the war or influence Twitter’s trending systems. Those
in support of the Tigray amplified narratives related to the violence and atrocities carried
out by the government to gain international support to stop the war (reflected in the
hashtags such as #TigrayGenocide or #StopWarOnTigray). Conversely, the supporters of
the Ethiopian government have framed the conflict narrative around questions of national
unity and the need to protect Ethiopia from intervention from external actors (reflected in
the hashtags #EthiopiaPrevails or #NoMore).

Most of the online activities of various activists in Tigray can be brought together under
the umbrella of the so-called Digital Woyane, a social movement, which does not have a
structure or an organization behind. Social movements, to give a short definition, are
networks of individuals or groups loosely tied together, who are involved in a conflicting
political or cultural situation. This happens “on the basis of a shared collective identity”
(Diani 1992: 13)

The civil war situation encompasses with different level of information warfare between
Pro- government and Pro -TPLF activists. News reports from several media outlets also
came out with allegations of massacres, extreme sexual violence, destruction of public
and civilian property and mass looting. These news reports controlled the social media

atmosphere during the war as well as post war on CoHA.

2.6. APPROACHES TO PEACEBUILDING
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On 2 November 2022, after 10 days of negotiations in Pretoria, South Africa, the Federal
Democratic Republic of Ethiopia (FDRE) and the Tigray People’s Liberation Front
(TPLF) signed a Cessation of Hostilities Agreement (CoHA) under the auspices of an
African Union-led process. This agreement paves the way to handle bloodshed war to a

peaceful Peacebuilding processes.

Several approaches to the operationalizing Peacebuilding can be identified. Peacebuilding

refers to direct work that intentionally focuses on addressing the factors driving or



mitigating conflict. It encompasses strategies that are coordinated at multiple levels and
across sectors, including ensuring that there are funding and proper communication and
coordination mechanisms between humanitarian assistance, development, governance,
security and justice. Peacebuilding is a process but it is also an approach that supports
peace. (De Coning, 2012).

Transitional phase Consolidation phase
Stabilizat
ion phase
e Disarmament, e Recovery, rehabilitation | ¢ Reconciliation
demobilization and reconstruction
and rehabilitation = Security sector reform
(DDR) e Building local capacities | ¢ Handover of greater
responsibility to locals
e Humanitarian e Creating legitimate state
emergency institutions e Priority to local
ownership
e Priority for the o Developing rule of law
locals is survival e Increasing human rights
e strong Vvisibility e Trauma healing
and involvement
of external

Table 2- Peacebuilding phase —source- Firchow, P., & Anastasiou, H. (2016).

2.7. Theoretical Framework
The theoretical framework is the “blueprint” for the entire thesis inquiry. It serves as the
guide on which to build and support the thesis, and also provides the structure to define
how will philosophically; epistemologically, methodologically, and analytically

approach the thesis as a whole.
The research typically uses situational theory of problem solving, thus, it is a theory of

communication developed to explain people’s motivated communicative actions when

they encounter problematic life situations. (Jeong-Nam Kim, 2006)
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Since the thesis focuses on social media activists’ engagement through information
linkage, the situational theory of problem solving applied very well. Information
transmission refers to the dissemination of information to others, actively through
information forwarding — the planned, self-propelled information giving to others — and
passively through information sharing — the reactive provision of information only when
solicited. Information selection refers to the acceptance and rejection of certain
information in taking and giving, either based on source or on content, actively through
information for fending. (Clarke & Kline, 1974, p. 233)
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CHAPTER THREE
3. RESEARCH DESIGN AND METHODOLOGY

3.1. INTRODUCTION
The main goal of this research is to understand and analyze the role of social media
activism in the Ethiopian civil war (2020-2022) context, with regard to Pro-government
and Pro-TPLF social media activism.

Therefore, the study aims to conduct a comparative content analysis and explore
different techniques used by activists in twitter social media platform. Besides, the
researcher will relay on different peace and security, social media theories to understand

the topic in depth.

In this chapter, the philosophical foundation being considered, the methodology and
research design employed, the sampling techniques selected, the data sources and
collection tool used data analysis, interpretation and ethical consideration sections are

discussed.

PHILOSOPHICAL FOUNDATION

The constructivist research paradigm used for this study. Honebein (1996) describes the
constructivism philosophical paradigm as an approach that asserts that people construct
their own understanding and knowledge of the world through experiencing things and
reflecting on those experiences. It is based on the analogy or basis that people form or
construct much of what they learn through experience (Adom, D., Yeboah, A., & Ankrah,
A. K. 2016).

Individuals develop subjective meanings of their experiences—meanings directed toward
certain objects or things. These meanings are varied and multiple, leading the researcher
to look for the complexity of views rather than narrowing meanings into a few categories
or ideas. (Crotty, 1998)

In constructivist research practice researcher Collects participant-generate meanings,

Focuses on a single concept or phenomenon, brings personal values into the study,
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Studies the context or setting of participants, validates the accuracy of findings, Interprets
the data, Creates an agenda for change or reform.( Adom, D., Yeboah, A., & Ankrah, A.
K. 2016).

The constructivism philosophical paradigm is associated with the qualitative research
approach. Thus, the researcher in this thesis utilized the qualitative research design for
undertaking this review. Its content analysis research method was largely used to
constructs meanings from the phenomena under study through own experiences and that

of the participants tweet data in the study.

Since the aim of this study is to understand and analyze the role of social media activism
in the context of Ethiopian civil war(2020-2022), it is evident from this argument that the

paradigm and the aim of the paper are aligned.

3.3. METHODOLOGY

The research employs a Qualitative Comparative Content Analysis Method to have clear
understanding of the situation. In order to uncover new understanding and techniques
used by activists during the war, typically constructivism philosophical paradigm applied

to the research.

The constructivism philosophical paradigm is associated with the qualitative research
approach. This is the case because the paradigm seeks to understand a phenomenon under
study from the experiences or angles of the participants using different data collecting
agents. (Adom, D.,Yeboah,A., & Ankrah, A. K. ,2016)

Quialitative data collection allows for the collection of non-numerical data, which aids in
the exploration of how decisions are made and can provide detailed insights into the
issue. The qualitative method also attempts to interpret data and provide meaning. It is
also beneficial to understand how the social life and other aspects of the study population

are organized. On the other hand, qualitative approaches allow room to be innovative and
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to work more within researcher-designed frameworks. They allow more creative, literary-

style writing, a form that individuals may like to use (Richards, 2006).

Therefore the researcher collects data from selected participants and analyzes its meaning

as the instrumentation usually administered in this philosophical paradigm implies.

3.4. RESEARCH DESIGN

This research use case study approach in order to implement the comparative content
analysis of Pro- government and Pro-TPLF activists tweet on.

Case studies are a strategy of inquiry in which the researcher explores in depth a program,
event, activity, process, or one or more individuals. Cases are bounded by time and
activity, and researchers collect detailed information using a variety of data collection

procedures over a sustained period of time (Stake, 1995).

The reason for the thesis use case study is because it focus specifically to the 2020-2022

Ethiopian civil war and only on the issues of Pro-government and Pro-TPLF activists

3.5. SAMPLING
The research uses Purposeful sampling method and selects six twitter Pro-government

and Pro-TPLF activists proportionally. Thus, Two years sample data analyze accordingly.

The study determines participants based on pre- selection procedures. i.e., those twitter
users from both sides selects based on their active verified twitter usage history, having
more than 10k (>10,000) followers as well as based on the researcher prior knowledge
and exposure to the field of study. The sample took from each participant tweets analyze
based on temporal, spatial and thematic scope of the thesis.
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The logic and power of purposeful sampling depend on selecting information-rich cases
for in-depth study. Information-rich cases contain issues that are important for the

research, therefore, purposeful sampling. (Alvi, M, 2016).

Purposeful sampling helps the researcher to select sources of information that would help
answer the research objectives. That is in the initial level researcher selects participants
who have broad and general knowledge of the topic or phenomena of the study. (Patton,
1990, p. 169)

3.6. DATA SOURCES AND COLLECTION TOOLS

The research uses primary data sources to gain the appropriate information for
comparative analysis study. Besides, the researcher uses additional data examination
techniques. Twitter open data sources mainly uses for this research as primary data

Source.

Each and every twittes of those selected activists from twitter open source, with in the
research time scope, selects and analyzes accordingly along with theoretical and related

documents.

Creswell (2013) asserts that a qualitative research should have multiple sources of data
where the researcher is engaged in the research where he/she examines documents,
observes behaviors and interviews participants to get rich information rather than

depending on one source.

Primary data gather via each participants official twitter account. Finally, these data
interpret in light of the theoretical framework of data analysis procedures.
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3.7. DATA ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION

The thesis uses thematic content analysis procedure. i.e.; as the research approach
focusing on understanding, exploring, and interpretation aspects to discover specific
information from a given circumstance. According to (Braune and Clarke, 2006), the
thematic method of analysis is the best way to identify, analyze, and report data because

it organizes and describes it in detail and interprets the various aspects of research.

A research term for the process of examining data to spot trends and deduce the meaning
of the material is "thematic content analysis." Furthermore, the process of contrasting and
comparing material with information from other sources is known as comparative

analysis.

Moreover, the research typically uses content analysis as the research tool. Thus, a
research technique called content analysis used to find specific words, themes, or
concepts in a given set of qualitative data, or text. Researcher can measure and examine
the occurrence, significance, and connections of particular words, topics, or concepts by

using content analysis.

3.8. ETHICAL CONSIDERATION

The researcher due considers academic writing principles and make an effort to analyze
the provided information objectively, without bias or attachment to a political point of
view or ideology. The researcher will also make every effort to present the findings as

accurately as possible. Each data and information has tangible and accurate references.



CHAPTER FOUR

4. DATA PRESENTATION, ANALYSISAND DISCUSSION OF RESULTS

In this section of the study, data description, presentations and analysis are presented and
discussed. Since the objective of this study is to conduct a comparative content analysis
of social media activism of Pro- government and Pro- TPLF activists during the war and
after the signing of the Agreement on Permanent Cessation of Hostilities. Furthermore, to
increase the credibility of the research, the data acquired from the verified twitter account
open sources, were also triangulated by conducting documents analysis and relevant

comparative data analysis techniques.

Accordingly, the data discussion, description, presentation and analysis of the above data
documents are presented in the following three sections.

4.1. DATA PRESENTATION
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In this section for understanding the concept and theories related to the data are presented.
Besides, related concept to the study area has been presented to bring together for the

sake of content analysis and clarifying points of argument.

4.1.1. CONTEXT OF THE CIVIL WAR

In March 2020, the Federal government announced the postponement of the national
elections initially scheduled for August 3, 2020, officially because of the COVID
pandemic. The TPLF did not accept the postponement, seeing it as a move by PM Abiy
Ahmed to stay in power. The election was, however, held in Tigray, and the TPLF and its
leader Debretsion Gebremichael won the election overwhelmingly. This situation led to
each side considering the other illegitimate: the federal government did not recognize the
result of the Tigray election, organized against the federal government’s decision, and the
TPLF considered the Federal government to be illegitimate because it had overstayed its
official term. This led to a breakdown in relations between the federal government and

the Tigray leadership. TPLF representatives no longer participated in the work of the



parliament. This escalation of tensions inevitably led to the outbreak of armed conflict in
early November 2020 (Abbink, 2021).

After the TPLF has cast out from the central government, its members returned to the
Mekelle and influenced the Tigrayans under the ethnic federalism umbrella. It continued
to dominate the Tigray Region state’s politics, economy, and security (Opalo& Smith,
2021).

On 6 October 2020, the TPLF stated that it no longer accepted the legitimacy of the
Federal Government (the House of Peoples’ Representatives, the House of Federation,
the Cabinet, and the Prime Minister) as its mandate had expired. It further stated that
henceforth Tigray would not accept any decision or resolution that came from the Federal

Government.!

On 3 November 2020, the Tigray Special Forces (TSF) attacked several federal military
bases of the Ethiopian National Defense Forces (ENDF). Debretsion Gebremichael said
this was a pre-emptive operation in response to the regrouping of federal troops on
Tigray’s southern border and the central government’s plan to launch a military operation
to arrest Tigray’s leaders. In response to the attacks on the armed bases, PM Abiy Ahmed
declared on 4 November a six-month state of emergency in Tigray and announced the
launch of a military operation. On 5 November, the federal army began to conduct air
strikes. (Abbink, 2021)

The armed conflict in Tigray has resulted in a dire humanitarian situation. Since the
conflict began in early November 2020, more than 50,000 people have sought refuge in

Sudan while more than 1.7 million have been internally displaced in Tigray by August
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Mekelle Foresight: Interview with Getachew Reda, Executive Committee Member, TPLF, on the expiry of
the term of the Federal Government, Tigray Communication Affairs Bureau, October 6/2020. Source;
Tigray Television https://www.facebook.com/TigrayCAB/videos/346252249819545/



2021. The conflict has also left an estimated 5.7 million people in need of humanitarian

assistance — up from 1.5 million in need before the conflict.?

After two years of civil war, On November 2, 2022, the Federal Democratic Republic of
Ethiopia (FDRE) and the Tigray People’s Liberation Front (TPLF) signed a Cessation of
Hostilities Agreement (CoHA) in Pretoria, South Africa. Both warring parties discussed

and negotiate under the auspices of an African Union-led process. (African Union, 2022)

This thesis therefore focuses on ‘the other form of the war’ via social media especially on
twitter. While the actual war took place in the battlefields in Northern Ethiopia, the war
by other means—through social media—continued virtually. The thesis will show variety
of techniques which both Pro-government and Pro-TPLF Activists uses through twitter
social media during the wartime until the cessations of hostility agreement signed. Hence,
behind each technique social media can be used to support military operations,
Intelligence Collection, Targeting, Inform and Influence (Psychological Warfare), Cyber

Operations, Defense, and Command and Control the civil war.

4.1.2. OPERATIONAL TERMINOLOGIES DURING THE CIVIL WAR

Based on the data analysis, this research explores new and repeated peace and security
terms, which used by both pro activists during the course of data analysis. These terms
and concept may have their own impact, motive and attention to the relevant target
audience. The terms chosen for this research data are those used and inter-changed most

commonly by Pro-TPLF and Pro-government activists in the research discourse.

Since the primary focus of the study relies on the content analysis of each tweet, it is
difficult to analyze each term. Though, without due describing the meaning of each term

the researcher put it as it is for the sake of further discussion and academic study.
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2Joint report of the EHRC-OHCHR joint investigations on human rights in Tigray(2021) Pp21-22



Among the repeated and operational terms during the course of the civil war, the
following can mentioned on the side of Pro-TPLF activists:-genocide, war crimes,
massacre, rape as weapon of war, total siege, hunger as a war weapon, ethnic cleansing,
human wave, boycott, cessation of hostilities, cease fire, defacto aid blockade,
humanitarian corridor, sexual violence, child abuses, ethnic profiling, scorched earth

tactic, etc..

Similarly on the side of Pro-government activists the following terms use repeatedly: -
Warmongering, committed treason, walking evil, Child Soldiers, human shield, executed
and mutilated, humanitarian truce, food aid blockade, man-made famine, extra-judicial
executions, mercenary, tragic, cyber warfare, enablers, bestial ,devastation, horror,
terror, aggression, overthrow, unilateral ceasefire, grave concern, grave danger,
condemns, plethora of evidence, barbaric act, victim and victor, belligerence, displacing,

disarm ,death squad, gradual normalization, etc..

4.2. DATA ANALYSIS

4.2.1.. PARTICIPANTS PROFILE
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In order to get clear comparative narrative techniques, the researcher selects six
influential social media users especially on twitter social media. For analysis purpose,
from Pro-TPLF supporters’ activists- Lwam Gidey, Alula Solomon and Stalin
Gebresilase; from Pro- government supporters’ activists Neamin zeleke, Seyum
Teshome and Suleiman Abdella selected. These all activists selected based on the
criteria the researcher arranged on its research methodology section.

During the course of the civil war, many of the messages and information at twitter
crafted from outside the country social media users. A group of messages published pre-
written tweets for users to instantly tweet content about the situation in Tigray for an
international audience. The campaigns were coordinated to spread narratives promoting

or opposing the Ethiopian government and its handling of the conflict. (DFRLab, 2021)



The lion’s share for ‘agenda setting *from both Pro sides were originates from a click-to-
tweet web site owners namely Global Ethiopian Advocacy Nexus (GLEAN) and Stand
with Tigray (SWT). These two website host and lead by Pro- government supporter
Neamin Zeleke and Pro -TPLF supporter Lwam Gidey. [ibid]

I.  Lwam Gidey, @GideyLwam. Having 23.3k followers (until April 2024); A US-based
undergraduate student during the civil wartime and originally from Tigray; she is the co-
founder of Stand with Tigray. Stand with Tigray (SWT) Was Founded On November 6,
2020, the aim and its missions are:

In reaction to the unjust war and genocide waged on the people of
Ethiopia’s northernmost region, Tigray, by central government forces,
Eritrean forces, and armed Amhara militias. Swt has become a global
campaign whose aim is to raise awareness about the war crimes and
human rights violations committed against the Tigrayan people in
Ethiopia. Swt’s mission is to also advocate for an immediate ceasefire
and peaceful dialogues between warring factions while calling for
unrestricted humanitarian access and independent investigations of
war crimes.*
Il.  Neamin Zeleke@ Neamin Zeleke, Having 226.1k followers (until April 2024); a long-time
member of the Ethiopian opposition during the EPRDF, is leading Global Ethiopian
Advocacy Nexus (GLEAN). He Joins twitter in October 2015. GLEAN domain

registration claims to be based in California. It is a platform of civic organizations

established to mobilize Ethiopians who were not part of the political movement.
GLEAN members actively sought out to recruit accounts with many
followers to their cause. The second coordinates messaging and shares

information. This takes place mainly in Twitter “rooms,” GLEAN also

3Suggests that the communication media, through their ability to identify and publicize issues, play a pivotal
role in shaping the problems that attract attention from governments and international organizations, and
direct public opinion towards specific issues.

“https://www.standwithtigray.com./
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VI.

claimed other click-to-tweet websites opposing the conflict in Tigray were
spreading false information especially SWT.®
Alula Solomon- @Alula_solomon - Based on his verified twitter profile, he is
founder and CEO Tigray Media House (TMH). He lives New York, USA, and joined
twitter on January 2013. He has more than 102K followers (until April 2024). Based
on this research analysis, Alula was very influential in twitter, YouTube and other

media outlets during the course of the civil war.

Stalin Gebresilase- @StalinTeklu- Based on his verified twitter profile, he was a
staff at TMH, and then opening his you tube media and become founder of Zara
media network, human rights advocator and father. He has more than 195K followers
(until April 2024). He lives in Washington DC and joined twitter on September 2018.
Stalin is also popular in war on Tigray politics in twitter atmosphere as well as
YouTube, Facebook and TV shows.

Seyum Teshome-@seyoum_teshome, having 167.3 k followers (until April 2024);
based on his verified twitter profile he is social media influencer who lives in Addis
Ababa, Ethiopia. He joined twitter since 2010 and was influential during the course
of the civil war as well as GERD issues via twitter, Facebook, YouTube and other
media outlets.

Suleiman Abdella- @SuleimanAbdell7.Having428.8 k followers (until April 2024);
based on his verified twitter profile he works at Middle East media monitoring and
analyst Media Company at Ethiopia. He joined twitter since May 2021. He primarily
focuses on GERD issues but during the course of civil war he was one of the

influential at twitter arena. He also popular via YouTube and other media outlets.
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Pictorial representation or Screenshots of verified front page of tweeter accounts

Following

Lwam Gidey

@Gideylwam

Co-founder @SWTigray
#StopTigrayFamine

@ standwithtigray.com ) Joined November 2020

269 Following  23.3K Followers

g

\
GENOCIDE 3
00008 Following

Alula Solomon &
@Alula_Solomon

Founder & CEQ, Tigrai Media House @Tmhtvnews (Views are personal | RT are not
endorsements)

© New York, USA @ Born November4 [ Joined January 2013

256 Following  101.8K Followers

Stalin Gebreselassie @
@SlalinTeklu

Founder, Zara Media Nelwork, Hurnan Righls Advocalor, Talher Views mine,
© Washington, DC () Joined September 2018

121 Following 204K Followers

Following

Neamin Zeleke @
@NeaminZeleke

Lifelong learner. Advancing #S5ocialEce
#Ecological #EnergyTransition #Peace #Secu

Resilience @)

@ Virginia, USA [ Joined October 2015

8,617 Following  226.1K Followers

Seyoum Teshome &
@seyoum_teshome

OBFF 19 FOMA|

B Social MediaInfluencer © Ethiopia (2 ethiothinkthank.com
Joined November 2010

1,172 Following ~ 167.3K Followers

Middle East Media Monitoring and Political Activist

SULEIMAN ABDELLA - feA™% AN12A

SULEIMAN ABDELLA ()] SULEIMAM ABOELLA SULEmAN ABDELLA

Followin|

Suleiman Abdella @
@Suleimanabdell 7

Middle East Media Monitoring and Political Activist

&= Media & News Company ® Ethiopia (2 voutube.com/@SuleimanAbdel ..
Joined May 2021

418 Following  428.8K Followers

Figure 2-official profile of selected activists —data screenshot source -4/12/2024
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4.2.2. COMMON CHARACTERISTICS OF PRO-GOVERNMENT AND PRO-TPLF ACTIVISTS
Based on the research findings, those whose data are analyzed have similarities as well as

differences in terms of the techniques they used to influence, narrate, manipulate,

facilitating the mobilization for, and coordination of, direct actions offline and online.

The research analyzes six social media activists, which their data gathered from twitter
open source. Thus, two years of tweets from selected activist’s data content analyzed
thoroughly. Even if they have different agenda to narrate, the following common features
and characteristics have been observed throughout the whole data analysis tasks.
Here are the common characteristics that the research finds out:-
i. Both parties (Pro-government and Pro-TPLF activist) are intertwining their twitter
account with website, YouTube, Facebook as well as mainstream media discussions.

ii.  Within the perspectives of data analysis, the researcher came across the whole data within
the time range of the research scope, i.e. two years. Thus, the average minimum tweet per
individual is four tweets a day, and the maximum tweet is seven tweets a day per
individual.

iii. The ‘main’® tweeter agenda setters were dwelling outside Ethiopia/run from US/ and
primarily transmit their information via click- to- tweet’ Twitter campaign methods; some
were also linked to registered NGOs. The researcher comes across that click —to-tweet
website as the main source as well as influential narrative creators during the civil war.
Due emphasis given to these two opposite direction or click-to —tweet sites and organizers
through data analysis techniques.

iv.  Those activists within the same categorical activism have identical opinions or
frames®regarding specific facts or persons; they also use the same references or

interpretations to maximize the trend®in tweeter hemisphere.

®Based on the researcher data findings and the Digital Forensic Research Lab (@DFRLab), Southern Africa

"This technique improves dissemination on Twitter gives an advantage to the user to not think of a title to
share. But instead that you are the one who creates a memorable or hooked phrase that is later shared by
the user

8The concept of frames in the context of social movements was introduced by Snow (1986) and further applied
and developed by many others (Gamson and Meyer 1996; Gerhards and Rucht 1992; Walgrave and
Manssens 2000).

°A trend on Twitter refers to a hashtag-driven topic that is immediately popular at a particular time.
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Vi.

In order to stress their narrative to twitter audiences, both sides use #hashtags, and
indicating the tweet to someone with @mentions®°sign. i.e. Hashtags a keyword or phrase
that is preceded with a pound or number (#) sign, Hashtags that amplified content
supporting or opposing the conflict in Tigray, all advertised their Twitter campaigns on
social media and used pre-written tweets to create trending hashtags and connect with
foreign influencers.*

Similarly, in order to stress and make their narrative story to become trend to media
outlets, both party activists use variety of hashtags created from the beginning to the end
of the war. Here are those hashtags which was used by Pro-government and Pro-TPLF

activists during the war:-

Pro-government hashtags Pro -TPLF hashtags
#EthiopiaPrevails #IStandWithTigray
#unityforethiopia #TigrayGenocide
#TPLFisaTerroristGroup #WarOnTigray

#TPLF #WarCrimes
#FakeAxumMassacre #AXxumMassacre
#AmnestyUsed TPLFSources #MyTigrayanldentitylsNotACrime
#TPLFisTheCause #StopTheWarOnTigray
#TPLFStartedTheWar #BidenActNow
#TPLFMustGo #HummerMassacre
#ShameOnAmnesty #EritreaOutofTigray
#ScapegoattingEritrea #EndSexualViolenceinTigray
#TplfUseChildSoldiers #WeWillNeverForget
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usernames within tweets also sometimes resemble references

1on Twitter, the @ sign is used as a marker of addressivity. Concerning the use of @ signs (i.e. @username),
Twitter demarcates ‘replies’ and ‘mentions’, whereby the former puts @, sign at the beginning of the Tweet,
whereas ‘mentions’ do not start the messages with @ sign. Both conventions predominantly reflect
addressivity (Honeycutt and Herring 2009)


https://twitter.com/hashtag/WarOnTigray?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/hashtag/MyTigrayanIdentityIsNotACrime?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/hashtag/EndSexualViolenceinTigray?src=hashtag_click

#CNNFakeNews #ChildrenofTigray

#TigraiOpen4HumanitarianAssistance #Chemical AttackOnTigray
#BackoffAmnsety #StopBombingTigray
#StoptheLieHelpTigray #NeverAgain4Tigray
#TPLFisWarMongering #RestoreTigrayInternet
#TPLFmisinformationCampaign #AllowAccessToTigry
#TPLFisGenociderNotVictim #ReconectTigray
#HandsoffEthiopia #StandWithTDE
#WurgessaMassacre #Opentigray
#NoNegotiationWithTplf #TigrayMassArrest
#StandForWHOvalues #MekelleUnderAttack
#AbiyTolCC.

#BoycottEthiopianAirlines
#TigrayGenocideAccomplices

Table 3- popular hashtags during the war
vii. ~ The common language which Pro- government activists use in their tweeter message are
English, Amharic and in some instances Arabic languages. On the other hand, those who
are Pro-TPLF Activist use similarly English and Amharic language, but differently
Tigrigna, French and Germany languages as well.

6 Suleiman Abdella & @Suleimandbdell7 . Oct 24, 2022
5 Ual e bl ol o8 lolu JE ol Gl Rl slslae Gl Jsn 45K LT pid 4
12 ek denll @ Sl S35 clils Jall o8 Lysd] dosSs 35 s, 83

#DisarmTPLF

Translation-Tigray to spread false news about the outcome of the peace talks that
started hours ago in South Africa in order to put narratives against the government
of Ethiopia in public and hide the TPLF's military humiliation of the Tigrayan
people../translation from Arabic to English/

ﬂ Lwam Gidey @ Gideylwam - Dec 28, 2020

o 1994 wurden Uber 800,000 Menschen in Ruanda wvon ethnischen Hutu
Extremisten in nur 100 Tagen getdtet
2020 wird ein Krieg in Tigray im Schatten der Weltdffentlichkeit gefuhrt, Wir
haben die Ruanda Halbzeit tberschritten. Es sind 54 Tage
wvergangenStopWarOnTiaray #TigravGenocide

L&) 1 < il L &

i‘) Lwam Gidey @ Gideylwam - Dec 28, 2020

~ En 1994 plus de 800,000 personnes ont été tué au Fywranda par des extrémistes
Hutu en seulement 100 jours.
En 2020, |la guerre au Tigré est mené dans |'ombre de "attention mondiale.
Mous avons passé la mi-temps du Rwanda, Cest depuis 54 jours maintenant.
#StopWarlnTigray
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https://twitter.com/hashtag/TigraiOpen4HumanitarianAssistance?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/hashtag/TPLFisWarMongering?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/hashtag/TPLFmisinformationCampaign?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/hashtag/TPLFisGenociderNotVictim?src=hashtag_click
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/358668290_HandsoffEthiopia_%27Partiality%27_Polarization_and_Ethiopia%27s_Tigray_Conflict?_sg=BCpEVBTB1wZm2aeaIgRRvIIN0i2_FCZU2jVXoCI2y4NHXRFvZdzdeMD916rskc6ZQNKNl_B450Sz3Ts
https://twitter.com/hashtag/WurgessaMassacre?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/hashtag/ChildrenofTigray?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/hashtag/ChemicalAttackOnTigray?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/hashtag/RestoreTigrayInternet?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/hashtag/MekelleUnderAttack?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/hashtag/AbiyToICC?src=hashtag_click

In 1994 more than 800,000 people were killed in Rwanda by Hutu extremists in just 100 days. In 2020, the war in
Tigray is being fought in the shadows of global attention. We passed the half-time of Rwanda. It’s been 54 days now.
#StopWarOnTigray -Translation from Germany/translation French to English /

viii. ~ The main tweeter target audience for both parties during the first phase of the war was
international communities, media, NGOs, Diasporas, prominent individuals and civic
organizations. But during the intensive and second phase of the war both parties
including the domestic audiences through their message framing techniques as primary
and secondary target

ix.  Both parties similarly use “mass abuse reporting”*? technique to twitter account in order
to suspend the twitter account permanently or temporarily. Mass reporting of adversarial
users for Silencing opponent voice is the main logic behind the act, or step to get the
upper hand in tweeter narrative sphere. A victim from both sides uses other social media
platforms in order to notify their supporters for counter action. Some of the tweets which

mentioning the “abuse report “or mass reporting victims were attached to this research.

6 Suleiman Abdella @ @ Suleimandbdell7 - Dec 16, 2021

& PHA T EBETC AURL +8H ATBEIFT ARCIE Fh £ 1 B 1B TS F- Retweet &
Quote tweet h&CT!
#amnesty
@amnesty

Translation- today’s tweet has also made inaccessible to public. This is the tweet.
Retweet and Quote tweet.

e Stalin Gebreselassie @ @StalinTeklu - Dec 18, 2021

#Eritrean & #Tigrayan @Tmhtvnews #pro_democracy & #anti_genocide
#ouTube channels were given strikes due 2 campaigns by supporters of
dictators in #Eritrea & #Ethio to muzzle #anti_genocide voices.
@TeamyouTube investigate why z channels r suspended

¢ NWeamin Zeleke £ @MNeaminZeleke - Oct 20, 2022

I also notes a pattern since lan, 2022 . A Pro #TFPLF force &its operatives seem
to to manipulate algorithms @ Twitter @TwitterSupport . My follows increase

by scores & next day, drops by by 4050, daily, Compared it to 2020271 myy
fallows increased at the rate of 10,000 per month

2Mass reporting on Twitter is a useful tool for quickly flagging multiple accounts for violating the
platform's rules and policies.
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4.3. FINDINGS

Generally speaking the research identifies twelve basic techniques that all activists
categorically use during the analysis. Based on the analysis technique, the researcher put
each and every tweet within those parameters in order to show the manipulation,
narrative as well as influencing techniques they use with regard to the civil war. The next
sub sections discuss the twelve categories.

4.3.1. War propaganda

This strategy uses the tweet hemisphere for the sake of war information as well as
information related with typically on war and war psychology*®. Those Pro- government
or Pro-TPLF activists use this technique either intentionally or not intentionally in order
to express their support towards the warring parties. On the other hand, they play crucial
role in terms of aggravating and escalating the information-warfare during the civil war
and hence influencing the dynamics of the civil war directly/indirectly. The intensity as
well as the techniques used separately by either Pro- government or Pro-TPLF activists is
quite different based on the war situation in the ground. In some cases the leading role for
the psychological war done through this war propaganda mechanism with in tweeter
messages.

Here are some of the examples, which serve as the psychological readiness or the
relevance of war tweets:-

L 1 Lwam Gidey @Gideylwam - Aug 26, 2022
e We will never forget. We will never ever forgive.

Free Tigray is a must. Even in 1M vears, I could never see us living with these
cruel fitretat.
The road to freedom has already begun and we are not looking back.

$ Suleiman Abdella & @Suleimanabdell7 - Nov 2, 2022

o BT NEAT #PRRr RETTT BIP AANTIAAI B4 TAT TRk THr (|ETTFD FATD hiFh oo
ChEE B AR ROMAF@Rara s CAATT I Ths @90 3 K0AT AT F e
#EthiopiaPrevails
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13The use of propaganda, threats, and other psychological techniques to mislead, intimidate, demoralize, or
otherwise influence the thinking or behavior of an opponent
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Translation-we fought with blood. We wrote until our eyes seem bloody. We debate; they
preserved the unity of Ethiopia with their blood. You are the father of the peace and evil days

Alula Solomon € @Alula_Solomon - Dot 2, 2022
In the past 1 month fight, TOF has captured 3 T-72 tanks. The unit price of a T-

72 tankis $2 Million.
3 xF2 Million = 36 Million

And the campaign, by Eritrean kids and their Ethiopian water carriers in the
diaspora, is still “disarm TPLF".

6 Suleiman Ahdella & @Suleimanabdell7 - Jan 2, 2022

& RPIEETY BT ARA AYNETAT ATE NI (7T (LA FEE R AR EE IR T
ALNE? ALNCET LPPCAT LTHT P72 B SR RRE P R BT ACRCETRAT Ak
BY P@ AL o RALC o i |

Translation-each one of us will use this opportunity, but with our honor and identity
in Ethiopia and our ethiopianness. We will humiliate those who come to abuse us,
rob us, humiliate us and colonize us. For me this soldier death is an honorable
death!

% Seyoum Teshome & @seyoum_teshome - Nov 3, 2021

Ethiopian people are fighting a terrorist TPLF that has gathered a significant
amount of weapons in the jungles of Tigray during the 27 years of its iron-fist
dictatorship. It's now using this, the cne it looted from the EMDF following its
cowardly massacre on Nowv 4 2020, #Mow3

@ Stalin Gebreselassie @ @StalinTeklu  Nov 8, 2020

As the war wagged openly on #Tigral State of #Ethiopia escalates, #Tigral has
downed a warplane Zday. @AUC_MoussaFaki @BECAfrica

Q Lwam Gidey @Gideylwam  Mov 6, 2022
W In TOF we trust. @
They are fighting to defend cur existence and for that am forever grateful.

Comment your appreciation and love for TDF below, #TDF #afro #Tigray @

Military propaganda — Through this technique both parties explaining, boosting,
amplifying battle ground victory and success military information in order to
create a winning sprit and garner support for their respective side. This
technique sometimes varies the fact in the ground and the intensity of the war
situations. Both parties also uses breaking news format to show the urgent
success of their supporting military group and to discredit the opponents
information. The dynamic nature of the war in some instances shows its impact

time to time for both Pro activists.
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https://twitter.com/StalinTeklu

Some of the data examples from both corners are put here:-
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é Suleiman Abdella @ @Suleimanabdell 7 Aug 28, 2022
S TEC M 003 BH @R PE APIATN B (16T AR (AU Q90T EIRRAG AT TIC
Bdmd-at AM@ 1+ 1T E2NE ++7 FaFT B i@ #TPLFsalerroristroup

Translation —coalition force is marching towards waja. By the way this season you
will hear something amazing. That’s why we give up worrying about small things
and announces the big victory

@ Stalin Gebreselassie @ @StalinTeklu - Aug 27, 2021

Tigray Defense Forces #TDF captured 70% of Jn tanks including 4 of this
type modern automatic 2nd generation tank 1L8m worthy each, No Q that
@AbivAhmedAll of JE will go for good soon,

. Tawe L—

@ Stalin Gebreselassie @ @StalinTeklu - Now 26, 2021

ANC RE Rk
WEC (OLA) heoTP T AgedTIme + PC0A LA+ LT L8P0 AL BN Ph+oTF {lhE=Ie
AL AOME AHEPE @E FTF e APRRAET 215 DA B0 RAROLE [+ 0FF S

o BH B8P Al e

Translation- breaking news from nekemt- OLA is nearer to control the city. Found
within 4radius. Most of city’s pp and police members are joining the armed
struggle. The rest left the city along with their families.

e Stalin Gehreselassie @ @StalinTeklu - Nov 12, 2021
Tigray Farces downed Ethiopian MI-35 gunship helicopter in Mile front,
@martinplaut @wdavisonl0

6 Stalin Gebreselassie & @StalinTeklu - Jun 23, 2021
Tigray Forces killed ower 10,000 #Ethiopian troops, captured over 4,000,
downed Transport L-100 Hercules Antonow, #Tigray prevailingl

e Stalin Gebreselassie € @StalinTeklu - Apr 20, 2021

Tigray Forces #TDF downed a Russian-made MI-35 gunship helicopterin
Abiy-Adi area of central Tigray today at 11 am MNairobki time. Unconfirmed
reports indicate it belongs to Eritrea. Three of the crew members died.
@martinplaut @wdavisonll @nimaelbagir @BBCAfrica @CMMNConnect

The war propaganda techniques which was used by both parties at the tweeter
hemisphere focus not only the creation of psychological winning sprit for military
ecosystem, but also serve to create readiness, havoc, desperation, confusion towards non

military combatants, civilians as well as politicians who might support the war directly or



indirectly . Thus, these techniques serve as the pre war scenarios as well as predictions of

the war result. The following tweets aim this:-

é Suleiman Abdella £} @Suleimanabdell7 - Qct 17, 2022

&7 ANE 0N NFAL DAG PTRTT AP T9ALFPFT ovr Ao AodMme B PTFAD (-
ACF enCl gt
#TPLFTerraristGroup #EthiopiaPrevalis

Translation- Breaking- government has completed the work that will allow it to fully
control the airports in Tigray region

ﬁ Stalin Gehreselassie @ @StalinTeklu - Nov 22, 2021

EQoHETF AT W 0T 0F (L ETOF 8- REC T2 kndy T08L range his EF’DC.’ o B
fFherfit AarrETOF Pk C ALt 1 R A fE b TSP PPARE EFAET PR T 11T
B (ATRET IR T OB TALTLA AT BT ekt B200]

Translation —there are whispers that debrezeit and bole airports are under TDF
anti aircraft missile range. TDF is a group of scholars; they only found those who
humiliate Ethiopia and Tigray. Professionals, merchants and civil servants
everyone calm down;

Suleiman Ahdella & @Suleimansbdell7 - Nov 1, 2022

& T ATTTY EIIETME BRE PIOTTIZE dinde PIIBEEE fiad AP EEEYE 1T i
Vet PR ER 4R ST B W
#TPLFTerroristGroup

Translation —our work and our name, the victory we climb and the mountain we
cross and the valley we descend are made by our Ethiopianness. This is what
Ethiopian soldier mean.

e Stalin Gehreselassie @ @StalinTeklu - Mov 21, 2021
#Tigray Defense Forces: We are in less than 136 miles avway from
@AbiyAhmedali's palace in Addis Ababa,

‘ Neamin Zeleke @ @NeaminZeleke - Oct 14, 2022
They would not tolerate 1% of what the bestial #TPLF did to #Ethiopia, the
devastation & atrocities, since Moy 4th, 2020,

4.3.2. Allegation
Among the common technique, which was used by both parties’ activists, is allegation
strategy. This method is widely used from the beginning to the end of the war. Each
parties uses allegation strategy in order to win the narratives of their own interest through
different approaches. The wining narratives based on the allegation strategies of
government, institutions, people, individuals, international organizations as well as

activists each other.
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In some instances the allegations were conveyed with the aim to shame, bully,
marginalize, victimize others, or incite actions against targeted groups, individuals or

institutions.

It is also noted that the tendencies of allegation on both sides differs based on the fact in
the war zone. Thus, those Pro-TPLF activists allege the Ethiopian federal government
unwillingness to peaceful resolutions, violations of the Constitution and laws of Ethiopia,
violates the duties and responsibilities to protect Tigray civilians, allows to degrade
sovereignty of the state by inviting Eritrea, gave ‘elephant ear’ to  its own Tigray

citizens” when they face atrocities, crimes and hunger rather than safeguarding.

Besides Pro-TPLF activists allege PM Abiy as he were not interested in political
solutions, previous attempts at negotiation failed as he was not ready for peace, he was
weakening Tigray by applying political, economic, and security pressure and violating
the rights of Tigrayans, his goal was to take away Tigray's right for self-determination
and establish a centralized system of government, he wanted to eliminate Tigrayans, he
selectively arrested Tigrayans, discouraged investors from investing in Tigray, called

Tigrayans insulting names, and prepared for a genocide against Tigrayans.etc..

Pro-TPLF also allege ENDF and Amhara Special Forces and militias as committed
unlawful killings and extra-judicial executions amounting to violations and abuses of
international human rights and international humanitarian law, committed acts of torture
and ill-treatment against civilians and captured combatants in various locations across
Tigray, genocide committer, barbaric, looters, committing various atrocities to the
people of Tigray, ENDF looks like party driven military group than protecting the
constitution of the country especially, all are committing genocide on the people of

Tigray.etc...

The government of Eritrea and EDF allege as violating sovereignty of a county,

committing Various acts of sexual and gender-based violence (SGBV) including physical
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violence and assault, Arbitrary detentions, abduction, and enforced disappearances,
blundering Tigray, looters, human right abusers, genocide committers on the people of

Tigray as well as Ethiopians too, etc...

Individual base allegation is one form of Pro-TPLF activists allege strategy; in this case
they allege Agegnehu Teshager as hate speaker, the preacher of genocide who
encourages to commit on the people of Tigray, he always mention to exterminate the
people of Tigray, he is working to alienate the people of Amhara with Tigrayans etc...

The African union allege by those Pro-TPLF activists as toothless organization, which
allows genocide committed by one of its member states on the people of Tigray.
Similarly allege UN as it gave less attention to the ongoing conflict and atrocities’ made
by the Ethiopian government, gave ‘deep concern’ press releases rather than practicable

decision.

Contrary to this, Pro-government activist’s allege TPLF and TSF of their inhuman and
treasonous nature of the attack on the Northern Command, TPLF always lies and
misinform the world as its innate nature, always use violence as a solution to political
problems, sponsoring inter-communal and religious violence, TPLF defied federal laws
and regulations , was perpetrating all forms of human rights abuses, preying on the
country’s resources, and suppressing any form of dissent while they were in power
arrested and detained mostly ethnic Ambharas, whom they insulted, made them sit in
uncomfortable postures, beat them with plastic pipes, kicked them, and denied them food
and water for several days, abuse of the bodies of deceased ENDF soldiers, committing
Various acts of sexual and gender-based violence (SGBV) including physical violence
and assault, TPLF rejected the federal government’s efforts to peacefully resolve the

tension .etc...

Pro-government activists also allege WHO and Dr. Tedros for its unwavering support to

TPLF through material as well as diplomatic leverage power and pressure, violating UN
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duties and responsibilities for its personal cause, using and abusing his power to support

the terrorist group and his biased claim, involvement and action on the war. etc..

The following data shows the intensity of each side allegation strategies which ranges
from individual to group level:-

@ Lwam Gidey @Gideylwam - Mar 13, 2022
- Dear barbaric ethiopians,

STOP burning humans alive, STCQP burning us.
#TigrayGenocide #StandWithTDF

Suleiman Ahdella & @Suleimanabdell7 - Nov 1, 2022

& The Barbaric act committed by #tplf against #ENDF will always be
remembered as a crime of treason that will never be forgotten in the nafion’s
historyl #TPLFisTheCause #Nov3 @MikeHammerlSA @UN_HRC @Reuters
@USAMBUN @AFP @EU_Commission

@ Stalin Gebreselassie & @StalinTeklu - Aug 24, 2022

Another round war again in #Ethiopia. @PM @AbiyvAhmedAll ordered its
national army & Amhara regional forces to attack #Tigray, violating the
agreed humanitarian truce. Fierce fighting continues in 5. TIGRAY front.
@nimaelbagir @MarksSimon @cnnbrk @BECBreaking

‘ Neamin Zeleke @ @MNeaminZeleke - Nov 23, 2022

A plethora of evidence #TPLF's bloody records of 27 long yrs. terror & plunder;
looting #Ethiopia bone dry. Another round of terror, destruction & rape of
#&mhara #Afar on Now 3rd, 2020, Aim? March to Addis &return to
overlordship. The pathological tyrants are noww in disarray.

@ Lwam Gidey @Gideylwam - Nov 3, 2021

‘ Ethiopian govwt loyalists, media personalities & activists have openly started
calling for the ethnic cleansing of Tigrayans across Ethiopia. This has led to the
imprisonments & extrajudicial killings of Tigrayans across cities and towns.
Stop #TigrayMasshrrests! @SecBlinken

‘ Meamin Zeleke & @MNeaminZeleke . Feb 20, 2021

#TPFL's glokal disinformation continues to mislead the #lntlcommunity
&policy makers to put pressure on #P& Abiy's govt, Campaign of deception
from Mow, dth, 2020-Feb 20, 2021 #TPLFisTheCause

@PCTLS

AT A mD s

Some of the allegation on both sides had been trying not only to attract international
attention to their respective causes but also manipulate Twitter algorisms so that they can
have noticeable presence in the social media platform. Hence, the information and
allegation warfare in this category highlights not only individuals but also the general

public or groups in some instances. Here are some of the examples:-
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% Suleiman Abdella £ @Suleimanabdell7 - Oct 17, 2022

Ethiopian defense forces have beqgun the liberation of Tigrean people who so
far were held hostages by the TPLE Nonetheless, the TPLF began to spread
fabricated stories in order to demonize the ENDF #0isarmTPLF
#TPLFisTheCause, @EU_Commission @AJEnglish @AsstSecState AR

@ Lwam Gidey @Gideylwam - Dec 23, 2021
- April 2021 to date, 34 Kebeles of #kKemant were burnt by #4mharaForces, The
atrocity left at least 4,000 dead, 210,000 homeless, 10,000 refugees in Sudan.
Ehirwe
@ifrc @JlosepBorrellF
#RKnowh ore
aljazeera.com/news/2021,/10/6...

‘ MNeamin Zeleke £ @MNeaminZeleke - Feb 20, 2021

#TPLF, an owverlord for 27 yrs.organized&sponsored bloody ethnic conflicts to
destabilize #Ethiopia, &derail #PM Abiy's reform,prevent consolidation of the
2018 Ethico-Eritrea peace deal. #TPLFistheCause

@EecBlinken @SamanthalPower

@ Lwam Gidey @GideyLwam - Feb 26, 2021

‘ “Between 19 and 29 November 2020, Eritrean troops operating in the
Ethiopian city of Axum, Tigray, committed a series of human rights and
humanitarian law viclations, including killing hundreds of civilians”
#owumbassacre #TigrayGenocide

% Seyoum Teshome @ @seyoum_teshome - Aug 4, 2021

TPLF organized the "Samn Death Squad”™ who stabbed & hacked to death
2000 people in Mai-Kadra town from 9-10 November 2020. The
#MalkadraiMassacre is the sole responsibility of #TPLFsaTerroristGroup,
#DisarmTPLF @PowerlSAID @UNReliefChief @UNHumanRights

@ Lwam Gidey @ Gideylwam - Apr 29, 2021
- "Old Tigrinya names and sians have been eradicated and replaced with
Amhara sigans, which is also happening in Rava areas.” #TigrayGenocide
#amharahlilitiaOutofTigray @POTUS @SecBlinken @EIL_Commission @M
@ ChrisCoons @USUN @GerEmbaddis @CMNMN @hrvw @amnesty
bitlw/3algjFs
%’ Suleiman Abdella £ @Suleimanabdell7 - Dec 31, 2021
¥ The walking evil TPLF rebels are against spiritual heritage& historical artefacts
of whatever sort. They have destroyved Mosques& churches in Afar&amhara.
Burnt and desecrated Holy Quran. What else do we need to assert that
#TPLFIsawarcriminal|?
@ JMESCO

Some form of allegations emanates from media reports and some research findings of
international institutions. Such kind of information intentionally used by both party

activists of strengthening and amplifying their own political narration


https://twitter.com/NeaminZeleke
https://twitter.com/NeaminZeleke
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Q Lwam Gidey @ Gideylwam - Jul 18, 20271

- Kisanet, & 13-vear old girl in Tigray, suffered horrific burns consistent with the
use of white phosphorus, @AbivAhmedAll waged chemical warfare on
#ChildrenOfTigray., @MNurturingCare @save_children @ UNESCO @ UISAID
EWHOD @SPOOMNFoundation @MNurturingCare
it v 3ewFo9d

‘ Neamin Zeleke & @MNeaminZeleke - Mov 2, 2022
Cn the 4th of Mow, 2020, #TPLF #Ethiopia's former overlords slaughtered
1000s of #EMDF, The aim was to march to Addis & return to power, #TFLF
digital also started massive cyberwarfare to dupe the #1C. Data-based story
on #FakeTigravGenocide, D&ja vull
aetfactet.orafoost/the-oreme...

Stalin Gebreselassie @ @StalinTeklu - Oct 18, 2021
XL Airforce launches air strike in a market place in #Mekelle city of #Tiaray.

killed 3, injured dozens and destroyed big civilian investments and buildings.
@nimaelbagir @wdavison10 @RAL Analyst

% Seyoum Teshome £ @sevounm_teshame - Now 1, 2021

Lesson from 11/30/2021 Tigrayan forces captured Cessie’ was how @AFR
@EBCWorld @AJEnglish started the fabricated distorted one-sided story
without a news sourcel ETHIOPIANS showed they have a formidakle DIGITAL
ARMY which is diligent and patrictic! #MolMegotiatiomWithTol f & AFP

Alula Solomon € @alula_Solomon - Dec 14, 2022
#Eritrea is using its Addis Ababa agent EZelM a party to instigate violence and
unrestin #Ethiopia to derail peace deal signed between Tigray and federal
government,

Institutional including governmental and nongovernmental, religious or organization
allegations on both sides are the common strategy for their tweeter agenda. Both parties
repeatedly and some of which separately alginate by those activists in order to get ground
the narratives of their supporting entities or parities during the war time.

% Seyvoum Teshome & @seyvoum_teshome - Jct 25, 2021

#USHFLUMNFZEL Where is this so called "#Tigray_conflict"? There is no war in
Tigray since June 2021 The truth is #TPLF invaded #Amhara & #Afar regions
following the withdrawal of the govt forces, ¥OU failed 2 condemn #TFLF's
actions. Ur silence is an approwval for #TPLF brutality 11

ﬁ Stalin Gehreselassie @ @StalinTeklu - Jan 13, 2022
LANCAL P heotdd ARIAE ZAth EaF AIAIETT 14108 ATPA@E? RAC Y0k

Translation- it would be better for the faithful if the church rebuked its ministers
instead of meskel square politics.

%’ Suleiman Ahdella € @Suleimanabdell7 - Sep 23, 2022

* Though it may be hard to tell the exact reason for @losepBorrellF inherent
bias against Ethiopia, one thing is sure: he has been consciously ignoring
Ethiopia's confidence-building measures and other significant signs of
progress on the ground. #00sarmTPLF #TPLFisTheCause


https://twitter.com/NeaminZeleke
https://twitter.com/NeaminZeleke

ﬂ Lwam Gidey @Gideylwam  Apr 17, 2021

=® It has been nearly & months since the #WarOnTigray started on Nov 4, 2020,
we have yet to see meaningful action to match the messages of “grave
concerns” from the infernational community, #4biyTolCC #TigrayGenocide
@LUN @EU_Commission @POTUS @SecBlinken @USAmbBbLUN @IntlCrimCourt

1 Neamin Zeleke € @Meaminfeleke « Oct 15, 2022
Well, well, The chickens are coming home to roost, as M3 aptly said. Enablers
of the #TFPLF in #ELI #% #MASR, political hitmen under #M G0 garbs, & #TFLF
attack dogs like Plants & De Waals have upped the ante screaming &gasping.
In 2021, ﬂnow in 2022 no stopping from #DisarmTPLE

<. Setachew K Reda &reda_getachews - Jul 27, 2021

% Suleiman Abdella £ @Suleimanabdell7 . Sep 16, 2022

47 The #TFLF is painting the roofs of wearehouses in Mekelle with a UM banner to
hide military arsenals from attacks. Ethiopians are waiting for the LIN's
response. The LN must come clean on this #1sarmTPLE #TPLRIsTheCause
EAFP @bpolitics @BBCAfrica @TMMAfrica @AJENglish

4.3.3. Blame shift or blame game

This strategy used by both activists repeatedly and aggressively. Both parties blame each
other, blame someone, blame shift from one direction to the other with different
perspectives. The blame game, a concept worth exploring, manifests in personal
relationships and professional environments. It entails attributing fault or responsibility to
others rather than owning one's actions. This behavior can stem from psychological
motives such as the need to protect self-esteem or maintain power dynamics.'* In this
twitter data analysis the blame game employs the psychological winning and being

responsible for certain action with regard to the civil war.

The similar characteristics that the research found are the victim mentality and
victimization behind each and every blame game assumptions. Thus, the victim mentality
is characterized by perceiving oneself as a perpetual victim, constantly facing adversity,
and being at the mercy of external circumstances. Those with this mindset often believe
that they have little control over their own lives and attribute failures and hardships to

uncontrollable factors. This can foster helplessness and a lack of personal responsibility.
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Uhttp://succeedwithjackwong.com
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Psychological factors play a significant role in adopting the victim mentality. Past
experiences of trauma or mistreatment can contribute to this mindset, as individuals may
develop a heightened sensitivity to potential threats and view themselves as victims.
(Roulet,T.J., &Pichler, R. 2020).

Here are some of the examples that both activists use blame game and blame shift

strategies in order to establish certain cases:-

A. Blame game:-

é'} Suleiman Abdella € @SuleimanaAbdell7 - Oct 5, 2021

¥ UM workers interfering in the internal affairs of #Ethiopia and supporting a
terrorist group have no right to stay in 3. @LUN should investigate these
individuals, @FM Castaldo @ZovkoEl) @guetta_en @k_langensiepen
@chrismes @Mariearenaps @michaelgahler @tomastobe @davidmcallister

@ Lwam Gidey @Gideylwam - Oct 20, 2021
- The most useless & corrupt org, @UMN has given a psychopath,
@Ay ARhmedAll &8 green light to eradicate Tigravans,

#Mekelle €9

o + Neamin Zeleke £ @ MNeaminFeleke - Oct 7, 2022 ..
Since Mow 2020, #E1 has shielded #TFLF's crimes. Linwilling & unabkle to
admit the devastation, horror & terror committed in #4far #Amhar by bestial
H#TPLE, Despite #TPLF's 3rd round aggression #EL still bent on heaping blame
on the victim. Travesty! @ Eurcpar| _EN
@losepBorrellF

Seyoum Teshome & @seyoum_teshome - Sep 18, 2021

! Here’s how the #TPLF executed & mutilated the bodies of members of
#Ethiopia defense forces after the surprise mutinous attack on northern
command on Nov 4, 2020; a day that will live in infamy. Impossible to

nenntiate with the devil Never amain!

@ Lwam Gidey @ GideyLwam - Apr 18, 2021

- Crop fields hawve been burned down systematically to starve #Ticray|ans for
the past 3-months. Ay more tolerance for this barbarism is a death sent to
millions, #ALiyvTolCC #TigrayGenocide @SenBooker @SecBlinken @WEP
@ ChrisCoons @USUN @POTUS

% Seyoum Teshome @ @seyoum_teshome - Oct 7, 2021

Just as #TPLFTerronstGroup says @EU_Commission blames Ethiopia for the
start of the conflict on 4 November 2020 in Tigray! Let the facts speak! Shame
on EUl #NoMegaotiationWithTplf #TPLFSURRENDERNCW #HandsoffEthiopia
#lnityForEthiopia #ELUCommissionNotFair

% Suleiman Abdella & @SuleimanAbdell7 - Dec 7, 2021

¥ There are three terrorists in Ethiopia. One is the
@ISEmbassyAddis and the other is the TPLE The third is Shene
#MNoMaore
#EthiopiaPrevails
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" « Neamin Zeleke £ @MeaminZeleke - Felb 16, 2021
EHRW's @lLastitiaBader story dated February 11, 2021, titled #ETHIOFPLA:
UMNLAVWFUL SHELLING OF #TIGRAY URBAN AREAS ".is biased, exaggerated,
muostly non-factual, &dishonorable.” @amnesty @LUNHumanRights

Global Ethiopian Advocacy Nexus (GLEAN)Y B3

eastafricanistcom/2021/02/15/ope...

Blame shift —some of the blame shift strategies rely on tit —for- tat way and some of
which focus on scapegoeting. Thus, for some allegation of tweet there might be
corresponding blame allegation in order to attack the misinformation battle on both sides.

The following data can be a good example:-

ﬂ Lwam Gidey @GideyLwam - Jul 27, 2021

“® President of Amhara National Regional State, @AgeanehuT has openly called
on national TV for the extermination of all #Tigray|ans, calling them "the
enemies of #Ethiopia.”" #GenocideAlert @hnw @SecBlinken @ChrisCoons
@BBCBreaking @cnnbrk @AJEnglish @UN

Suleiman Abdella & @Suleimanabdell7 - Now 11, 2021
W RANAD @Fs hheTes 90 EIo0maC R 2l hat
OATF eoaE AR APDLCE hilker
DR P T @0 17 ATE TR LT ASEPE (FET (RSP AT HATT dtendmtt
ke qoges:
#MokMore
#TPLFTerroristGroup

Translation- the terrorist TPLF is betting as it said ‘we have a score to bet with
Amhara’. What we should be afiraid of is committing atrocities and we should never
sympathize with the barbaric group that commits atrocities against us.

Q Lwam Gidey @ Gideylwam - lan 30, 20271
‘The government of Ethiopia, journalists and many humanitarian agencies
working in the area told the world that the 1984-1985 famine was primarily
due to drought and insect plagues.” @aAbiyvAhmedali in 2021 lving about the
man-made #FamineOnTigray @POTUS @WP
Bty 3cp M)W

‘ Neamin Zeleke & @MNeaminZeleke - Feb 13, 2021

Disinformation & deception are the last dangerous weapon left in the hands
of #TPLF elites & their foreign allies who have not accepted the change of
govt & reform in #Ethiopia led by #PR AbiyAhmed since 2018,

@elronresident

@ Lwam Gidey @Gideylwam - Apr 18, 2021

- #lsalasAhwerkd has prepared for #TigrayGenocide for more than 3 decades
through forceful conscription. The alliance with @AbiyvAhmedAll was Z final
chapter of this mission, #AbiyTolCC #lsaiasTolCC @Haavisto @EU_Commission
@MarosSefcovic @Ulkoministerio twittercom/Eri_Uprising/s...



Seyourmn Teshome & @seyvoum_teshome - Aug 7, 2021

We have told the world on July 22/2021 that Terrorist TPLF is preparing
another conspiracy orchestration against the Ethiopian Gowvernment for the
international community, Now is loaded #FakeHumeralassacre
#TPLFisaTerroristGroup @PowerlJSAID @IUN_HRC @5ecElinken...

Q Lwam Gidey @GideyLwarm - Jul 20, 2021

- 10-vehicle @WFP convoy was attacked on Sunday about 115 km (70 miles)
from the town of Semera while attempting to mowve essential humanitarian
cargo into #Tigray #AllowhccessToTigray @ CrisisGroup @SecBlinken @MNATD
@G7 @MNorwayl M @Haavisto @FAlreland cttec/ TH2u8+

‘ Neamin Zeleke €& @Meaminfeleke - Nov 1, 2020

#7ehabesha, Nov 19, 2019, The leadership underestimated & did not take
measures when #TFLF refused to hand in criminals like Getachew Assefa.
#TPLF left no stone unturned to come back on state power or destabilize
#Ethiopla. Here we are today. voutube.compwatch?w=Y810P..

@ Stalin Gebreselassie @ @StalinTeklu - Sep 7, 2021

Many EBEns think only @AbivAhmedall etal will be accountable for
#TigrayGenocide, £ factis all involved businessmen, religious leaders, artists,
journalists, diplomats who supported 32 & F8 in
#TigravanExterminationProject in any form rincluded,

4.3.4. Satire and mimicking

One of the strategies both activists’ use is satire and mimicking. These strategies mainly
focus on the opponent’s speech act or any inferences. Satire’: a term that evokes an idea
of humor as a politically meaningful cultural act. On the other hand, mimicking is imitate
someone actions or words, especially in order to entertain or ridicule. The use of humor,
irony, exaggeration, or ridicule to expose and criticize people's stupidity or vices,
particularly in the context of contemporary politics and the civil war other topical issues
iIs quiet common style of those activists on both parties. The satire and mimicking
strategies’ not only expressed in word form but also some form of emojies'®and cartoons
too to make more satirize.

Here are some of the tweet data related to satire and mimicking —
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https://twitter.com/NeaminZeleke
https://twitter.com/NeaminZeleke
https://twitter.com/NeaminZeleke
https://twitter.com/NeaminZeleke
https://twitter.com/NeaminZeleke
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=74899351e738f79e&sca_upv=1&sxsrf=ACQVn09WL1Vf6Z8FxnkCnoFRli_m_-kUUA:1714380839386&q=entertain&si=AKbGX_rLPMdHnrrwkrRo4VZlSHiJ5Ai3faRh2WF8Q9F2QPvbzi0uHNxdLsbN5K1JBvugKOkLvTMmGSkprDKhu2Xxhf9vPLW-UyTBc8e1qRHBX0P2OCjFrhE%3D&expnd=1&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjTw8OnhueFAxVF2wIHHfPCBNAQyecJegQIPRAO

A. Mass and institutional base satire
Based on this category selected institution acts and general inferences (undefined
designated owner of the information) used to satire narration for both party activists.

Some of the examples attach here with:-

@Alula Solomon £ @Alula_Solomon - Dec 13, 2020

Ethiopiais a strange country. [ts ministry of peace raises funds in support
of the angoing civil war in the country,

Suleiman Abdella € @Suleimanabdell? - Jan 23, 2022
¢ What does the US Embassy in Addis Ababa say about today's Addis Ababa
Street Race? Today, American citizens may be told to leave

@ Lwam Gidey @Gidevlwam - Dec 12, 2021
- They are even calling every Tigrigna speaker junts. They think Geez is Amharic
alphabet smh.

They are commenting their misinformed history. when yvou have no history to
tell, yvou make up lies!

% Seyoum Teshome & @seyoum_teshome - May 28, 2021

Afterwatching @CHN's fake news campaign against Ethiopia, I started to
think that @PCOTLS has lost the 2020 #15 Election, Now @FoxMews is the
reliable source whereas @cnni 15 the most biased US propaganda outlet!

@ Alula Solomon & @Alula_Sclomon - Sep 29, 2022

#CNN received Award as Quistanding Research News for its report on
Ethiopian Airlines, "Ethiopia ; Exposing the Hallmarks of A Genocide”

Suleiman Abdella & @Suleimanbdell7 - Jun 17, 2022

& UBAF P LEIC R TUE O AAE WIST UBAF P (LEIOC Ak B A2OLR 76 1B BOMAF
hend W10 VB4R PR LERC AT BAR FATFIR M0 VDA $04 (LETOC FAL FFiL T
B o PR ME A0 MLETF

Translation- when TPLF started struggle UAE was sandy. When the TPLF struggle
began it was a year when Saudi Arabia had just found oil, when TPLF started
struggle North Korea did not exist. When TPLF started struggle china was called
the poorest country in the world.
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Alula Solomon € @Alula_Solomon - Sep 7, 2021

Supporters of the genaocidal regime are back to their old rhetoric of
"surrender to save your people”. I want to remind them things are in a
different territory now. At least, we are not on November 4, 2020,

BEtwe, that fateful day, November 4, is my date of birth.:g
ﬁ Stalin Gebreselassie & @StalinTeldu - Dec 13, 2021

AL WFERP PPPCE A TAORN NET #ORE PB4 BIFY ARFLARE hash tag
@0rTedrost o8 095 BafnTFPas AALPTF L4 FP7]

Translation —has a disgraced diplomacy like Ethiopia ever had been born on
earth? They think it’s possible to take down by the activist and hashtag
@DrTewdros. Insulters! Shame on you!

Alula Solomon £ @aAlula_Solomon - Sep 2, 2022

Respected media personalities who work for international media outlets are
embarrassed for #Ethiopia 35 2
This is EMDOF official Facebaok page. They need photashop expert. o2

,& FDRE Defense Force - Sh.4.%46 ovhAhS  **°
wi- Pt @

B. selective individuals and leaders act for satire
Quoting individual’s speech or action for the purpose of satire is common
practice for both party activists. In this case Pro-TPLF supports mainly use PM
Abiy speech and act for their satire narratives, similarly Pro-government
supporter activists use Getachew Reda and Debretsion speech acts for their
satire narratives. Both similarly includes governmental officers speech act for
satire and mimicking purpose too.

Suleiman Abdella £ @Suleimanabdell7 - Oct 5, 2022

S BCE Tt BOT B2 UDAY FMEFTY RET 14T 28T A FRtH A1 O AT
ADYRIE UBAFT o ED (T AR DD BhST
#TPLFTerraristGroup #EthiopiaPrevails

Translation- when | heard the news of those militants who lost their life at valley of
werke and Getachew reda’s we retreated for tactic speech, if they can really TPLF’s
deny their death even though they really dead.
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@ Lwam Gidey @GideyLyam - Apr 18, 2021

’ The @AbiyAhmedAll led administration might be the only government in
history to allow foreign troops to massacre, rape, torment, & displace citizens
of its own country, #TigrayGenocide #ALIVToICTC @EU_Commission @M
@SecBlinken @ChrisCoons @SenBooker @antonioguterres @USAmMBLUN

‘ Neamin Zeleke @ @NeaminZeleke - Jul 30, 2022
Here itis on Oct &, 2021, On Gen Tsadkan "Africa’s Top Militany strateqist.”,
according to @WorldPeaceFdin's Alex De Waal, a schalar turned

propagandist of the #TPLFTerroristGroup @mosaleq @AlexanderTekie
@tsearaia

@ Lwam Gidey @GideyLwam - Jun 23, 2021
' "Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed plunged Ethiopia into a war in the Tigray region
that spawned atrocities and famine. On Monday, his country goes to the

polls." #TigrayGenocide @ ChrisCoons @POTUS @TheDailyShow @G7 @CHM
@FRANCEZ24 @EBCWorld @SecBlinken
iyl s 3k 210E

@ Alula Solomon @ @Alula_Solomon - Dec 4, 2021

CNN should apologize us for letting the world know we were in Mekelle back
inJune 2021. - Billene Seyoum &

C. Prominent individuals outside the country and related issues
In this category prominent individuals whom their speech aligned with the civil war are

selected and both party activists use related issues with regard to the civil war narration
for satire purpose.

% Seyoum Teshome & @seyoum_teshome - Oct 3, 2021
Kr. Shock, we invite you to come to #Ethiopia, #AddisAbaba, and be our
Guest for the Coronation Ceremony of O Abiy Ahmed that's to be held on

Maonday, the 4th of October 2021, Let's know your reply so that we can reserve
a seat for yvou I

@antonioguterres

Alula Solomon & @Alula_Solomon - Jun 18, 2021
What's election for a man whose ascension to power considered as an

outcome of 'Devine intervention’, for a man whao claims his mother dubbed
him as 7th king of #Ethiopia ?

"What election?” - Isaias Afeworki
#4mhara Election 2021

‘ Meamin Zeleke € @MNeaminZelekes - Octd, 2022 =e=
Replving to @Meaminfeleke
Another big cruel joke. The war started two vears before Novw 3, 2020, The
Abays, Seyvoums, & big #TPLF bosses took turns to berate & undermined the

reform starting in 2018, Several measures & steps of #TPLF to destabilize 8¢
make #Ethiopia ungowernakle., 376



@ Alula Solemon @ @Alula Sclomon - Oct 13, 2022

#Eritrea has two official languages: Tigrigna and Arabic,
Arabic is now added to the list of POWS" language in #Tigray,

E" Suleiman Abdella £ @Suleimanabdell7 - Sep 27, 2022

#" The TPLF recently released a single entitled #MNorthernAlliance, It's a love song
dedicated to the people of Amhara. There's no doubt that it will fail
miserably, as the much-touted single #FederalistForces did in Washington in
2021, #DisarmTPLF #TPLFisTheCause

4.3.5. Conspiracy

Through this manipulation strategy both party activists try to create their own
supporting narratives to pertinent supporters. Belief in conspiracy theories
appears to be driven by motives that can be characterized as epistemic
(understanding one’s environment), existential (being safe and in control of
one’s environment), and social (maintaining a positive image of the self and the

social group).t®

This conspiracy techniques in the twitter hemisphere creates on both directions
based on assumption, guess, speculative, own rhetoric’s, political agenda as well
as ‘we know our enemies psychology ’and strategy very well thinking. Some of

the comparative tweets from both sides are attached here:-

@ Alula Solomon € @Alula_Solomon - Mar 17, 2021

Remember that official statement by Eritrean gowvernment on #Ethicpia’s
internal affairs just weeks before the war broke out on Mowvermnber 4, 2020, In
the statement the Eritrean govt openly threatens to take action against
#Tigray if it fails to obey to @ALIvAhmMmedAll

% Seyoum Teshome € @seyoum_teshome  Sep 15, 2021

If both @Donald)Trumpldr & @loeBiden are regarded as #TIMELID"the most
#lnfluentialleaders of 2021" it's like giving #MNobelPeacePrize to
FnnstonChurchill & #adolfHitler, Mo wonder why @abiyAhmedall isn't in
the listl He is Z #Mobellaureate But still we got @Sarablenker @ BEProudly

Alula Seloemen € @Alula_Scolomon - Sep 13, 2022
Disarming genocidal armies is part of universal law. EMDOF is genocidal. If a
campaign negded, it has to be against such genocidal armed forces.
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16 Douglas, K. M., Sutton, R. M., &Cichocka, A.(2017). The psychology of conspiracy theories. Current

directions in psychological science, 26(6), 538-542


https://twitter.com/Alula_Solomon
https://twitter.com/Alula_Solomon

$ Suleiman Abdella £ @ Suleimandbdell7 - Oct 21, 2022 ---

= Why every time ENDF makes a substantial mowve on the ground by liberating
lands from TPLF militia, everyone starts like being concerned about a crisis,
some going even far as to call the war spiraling out of contral”! #0isarmTPLE

Q Lwam Gidey @ Gideyvlwarm « Apr 18, 2021
- Crop fields have bbeen burned down systematically to starve #11grav]ans for
the past S-months, ANy more tolerance for this barbbarism is a death sent to
millions. #AbiyTolZC #TigravGenocide @SenBooker @SecBlinken @WFP
@ ChrisCoons @IUSUN @POTLS

% Seyoum Teshome € @seyoum_teshome - Sct 7, 20271 s

Just as #TPLFTerroristGroup saws @EL_Commission blames Ethiopia for the
start of the conflict on 4 MNovember 2020 in Ticaray! Let the facts speak! Shame
on ELI #MoMNegotiatiomAfithTpl f # TPLESUIRRENDERMN OW #HandsoffEthiopia
#NityForEthiopia #EUJCommissionMNotFair

6 Stalin Gebreselassie & @StalinTeklu - Jan 11, 2022

Av @mAndargachewTse2 0ed Fond @AbirySshrmedsll odfsg se mehd hed
CHFF BT FAN CE T GoO, T Wikt FRLE (LSRG T TS S FOTTF S CANSTF O Ak
O T G [LSFOC (TR R Yt

Translation- when Abiy begun war based on andargachew tsege’s rhetoric, they
think Tigray’s history as their own. But Tigray breaks their moral accordingly
because Tigray knows own history and done it practically

% Seyoum Teshome £ @seyourm_teshome - Jun 14, 2027 e
h=r?1d+ 2019 - eonhae 2020 0A® T Phirr TRESN F3E PATLAR A8 ooddn+ &
PEReT L R+ E hTE (FET AFLAh AANOLE P0Fhbam? Fe-E 1 ELr AT ST

ATFEST PAM BU AFSER Yo
voutube/gfFhE_oBl A

Translation -from May 2019 to September 2020 ,a senior research team led by
current US special envoy to horn of Africa, draw the following strategy. Currently
this strategy is implementing

e Stalin Gebreselassie @ @StalinTeklu - Mow 256, 2021
FRLE (IRTIET (AT T FATEF i AT +@8E8S Frd @ 7t @l LLRTeNF Ml
RAFI MFo pee T BT A FREEPE Y LFATY VEFCH Do ReaP #T0F U

TEARC A2 W AU LR TR B AR

Translation-when Tigray experiences world’s unparallel violence and atrocities
committed by Abiy, Agegnehu Teshager and Eritrea, and those Ethiopians whom
said ‘Eritrea is not present’, if you can - say ‘sorry ‘ otherwise TDF is on the
process of law enforcement and better to obey for law -

$ Suleiman Abdella £ @Suleimandbdell7 . Oct 13, 2022
&7 RE RTE @i h1E @ EEC ATE URDL ATE R0 B PAa e fEthiopia eoramiise
gEthiopia v fEthiopia Defense
R ER PR K10 TR £ 88 (R0 D FECT PHTLE eORR PR eORRR
RGBT g

Translation-We have one government, one soldier, one people and one country.
Ethiopian government, Ethiopian law and Ethiopian defense and Ethiopia. We don 't
know TDF and Tigray government.



4.3.6. Amplify
This strategy very important in order to stress a sort of information to the wider audience.
It is also important to increase the reach and visibility of content on the internet.
Strategically both parties’ activists’ uses this strategy by amplifying individuals, special
occasions, news releases, any information published or printed with the importance of

their knowledge or agenda.

The amplifying techniques in both directions have certain similarities but also have wide
difference interims of emphasis. Thus, Pro-TPLF activists amplify more on analysts,
individuals like US senators, as well as news sources. Whereas, Pro-government
activists the main amplifying issues are on certain countries and some individuals.
Moreover, amplifying global TPLF conspiracy narratives is the main theme. Some data
shows Pro -government supporters also shared information from state-affiliated media
outlets as part of their amplify campaigns.

The following twitter data can reveal the difference:-

A. Amplifying individuals or country for the sake of own mission support:-

@ Alula Solomon & @Alula_Solomon - Oct 14, 2022
Great servant of the woiceless, Thank you, Congressman Brad Shermanl!

@ Congressman Brad Sherman @EBradsherman - Oct 13, 2022

Spoke directly to @POTLUS #Biden today regarding potential genocide in
#Tigray. He is very well aware of the situation and is open to hear my
ideas on how to respond, particularly to pressure #Eritrea to withdraw
troops.

J Neamin Zeleke £ @NeaminZeleke - Jul 21, 2021

Thank you @EronwynBruton, For 2 decades, I struggled for demaocracy against
a brutal minaority dictatorship, I withdrew from politics in 2019, My only reason
for coming back in Moy, 2020; because I know #TPLF in & out, an org &
mindset that poses an existential threat to #Ethiopia,

ﬂ Lwam Gidey @GideyLwam - Jan 4, 2022
WP Please amplifyl @RAbdiAnalyst @martinplaut @KjetilTronvoll @jworldwatch
@WorldPeaceFdin @daddyhope #Tigray
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% Seyoum Teshome & @seyoum_teshome - Oct 10, 2021

@HermelaTV is now in the league of journalists Maria Ressa and Dmitry
Andreyevich Muratov that were awarded the 2021 Nobel Peace Prize recently!
All three are speaking against tyrannyl @Hermelaly crcumstance being more
daunting! #HancsoffEthiopia #lUnityForEthiopia

@ Alula Solomon & @Alula_Solomon - Nov 10, 2022

Thank you, Ireland il
The situation in #Tigray has not changed since the signing of CoHA in South
Africa,

% Suleiman Abdella & @SuleimanAbdell7 - Aug 29, 2021

¥ Turkey, Russia, China India, Eritrea, Djibouti, Somalia, South Sudan, & some
others @ we #Ethicpians have great respect for you all for truly stand with
the truth. #TPLFTerraristGroup #SaluteErdodan @MFATurkey @RTErdogan
@trpresidency @EU_Commission @eu_echo @MFATUrkey...

‘ MNeamin Zeleke €3 @MeaminZeleke - Now 21, 2022

The bestial #TPLF should honor the #5454 peace deal. #TPLF has been the
enemy of the Ethiopian people pre- 2018 & MNow 3, 2020, In contrast, #Eritrea
has been a friend in need & friend indeed in the darkest hrs. Peace cannot
prewvail at #Amarha #Eritrea's expense PM @ AbivAhmedAl

% Seyoum Teshome & @sevoum_teshome - Oct 5, 2021

The day the popular Ethiopian rebellion against the TPLF dictatorship won! &
Historical Day! lHEnewbeginnings Addis Ababa October 4, 202 1L#540_ o5
#UnityForEthiopial #TPLFSURRENDERMOW

B. Amplifying any news source and video footages-
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Amplify selected speech act and media outlet report With regard to the preferred narrative
is one form of Pro- TPLF activist’s style of tweet. On the other hand, amplifying and
Allegations of TPLF disinformation became a central feature of the Pro-government
activists. Hence, both parties typically try to amplify leaked documents, videos and

audios for the sake of their own rhetoric.

&t‘ Lwam Gidey @Gideylwam - Jul 25, 2021
< B B EA #GenocideAlert
President of #Amhara National Regional State, @AgeanehuT has openly
called on national TV for the extermination of all #Tiaray|ans, calling them
"the enemies of #Ethiopia."
@SecBlinken @StateDept @UN @hnw

Amhara®= Region Presiddmt, Mr. Agegnehu Teshager

ANE He o |




Suleiman Abdella £ @Suleimanabdell7 - Sep 9, 2021 wae
LT e A

Cestroyving schools and hospitals is 3 war crime’. Athlete Halie Gebreselasie
spoke after the school he built in the rural area of Amhara was destroved by
H#TPLFTerroristGroup

#TPLFattackingSchaoaols

#TheGenocid @UN @USAID @SecBlinken @HHShkh ohd

Translation- third message

@ Lwam Gidey @GideyLwam  Apr 18, 2021

W |@SecBlinken mentions ethnic cleansing in #Tigray
@AbivAhmedAll's admin denies the allegation
@SecBlinken demands #EritreanTroopsOutafTigray @AbivAhmedAli
promises troops will evacuate Troops continue to murder civilians as of today,
#Enough empty promises, #4LIyTolCC

% Suleiman Abdella € @Suleimanabdell7 - Sep 1, 2022
¥ Retweet’ (9782w +8ah Af BCq s

#TPLF continues vacillating between wictim and wictor

A staterment by Government Communication Affairs on current affairs
@ CherneyamharaTy @SpokespersonCHM @i ohamedBindayed
@KingSalman @AsstSecStatesF @BBC

@M @antonioguterres

Translation- retweet for high reach

13} Lwam Gidey reposted

@ Stand With Tigray €& @SWTigray - Oct 6, 2021 .-
MEW REPORT: "#Ethiopia's government has used the country's flagship
commercial airline to shuttle weapons to and from neighboring #Eritrea
during the civil war in Ethiopia's #Tigray region, @ RN imestigation has
found."
@amnesty @LN @SecBlinken @POTUS
cancom/ 20211006 afr.,.

C. Amplify some sort of leaked video, audio or document-
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Through this strategy both party activists’ tries to impose and impress supporters with first
hand source and uses for the sake of own narrative strengthen purposeful strategy. Here

are some of examples:-

6 Stalin Gebreselassie @ @StalinTekiu - Jun 17, 2021
Mew footage of #Ethiopian saldiers executing innacent civilians in #Tigray.
#5topTigrayGenocide
#TigrayGenocide #TigrayCantWait


https://twitter.com/StalinTeklu

‘ Neamin Zeleke @ @MNeaminZeleke - Feb 1, 2021

#Federal police evidence of 90-page documents has details of #TPLF's
plan to march on #4ddis Ababa to remove the #Federal govt of #Ethiopia
within 3 months, @law_dd | 4 x.com/law_dd/statusy...

@ Alula Solomon € @Alula_Solomen - May 31, 2021

In aleaked audio by Kello media, @AbivAhmedAll declared, to his party
executive memibers, that he won the June 05, 2021 election. &2 Yes June 05,
2021 = The #Ethiopialn prime minister also stated that he won't leave office
for the coming 10 years.

.‘ MNeamin Zeleke € @MeaminFeleke . Dec 25, 2020

#FGlobal community must be clear on the genesis of conflict #Tigraw,
#Ethiopia. Prof Jen Abbnick's article sheds light in contrast to foreign
experts with agenda or allied to #TPLF's criminal clique. Compare to #PkA
Abiy's article, @BromawynBruton

e Stalin Gebreselassie @ @StalinTeklu - Feb 15, 2022
IFSATE PrFAM Bk D484 fThamE youtube/MhOlnyZE8ol via @YouTube

Translation-Secretly recorded bulbula military training center-

Q Lwam Gidey @Gideylwam - Mar 14, 2021

- “Eritrean armed forces massacred scores of civilians, including children as
voung as 13, in the historic toven of Axum in Ethiopia’s Tigray reqion in
Mowvember 2020, @hrw said”™ @SecBlinken @POTUS #Eritrean soldiers won't
leave just by asking, Military intervention is a must,

4.3.7. Undermine

Undermining opponents and undermine witness credibility is the other strategy which
used by both party activists. Thus, by undermining the opponent capacity to do or
information they provide, the other party will benefit the winning psychology in other
perspectives. This technique use a vice versa approach as disgracing and dehumanizing

or undermining the enemy, glorifying oneself in other ways.

e Stalin Gebreselassie @ @StalinTeklu - Dec 5, 2021

fueme % 3800 baiLd 20 THEND Q020 RO L AFcT Ab FORRET Fma AL
FHMATAY HE ALY TOH0 ABEAFLMe T30 ATBAN LA Aol co0% PIU AT e
(UGS hh@Ee? 9o K857 6

Translation — when you cut and break down the trunk with your neighbor you feel
very happy. But really you want to hang on to branches and leaves then relaxed and
pretend that nothing happened? | think you don 't know the characteristics of trunk?
So far you have see nothing! Wait for it!


https://twitter.com/StalinTeklu
https://twitter.com/StalinTeklu
https://twitter.com/StalinTeklu
https://twitter.com/StalinTeklu

% Suleiman Abdella @ @SuleimanAbdell7 . Sep 8, 2022
;" (LARARC FE U (ImAdk TORT @O f41T PUDYE BAC (8T PAM (LT 4100 ATE amolf?

LMFFOE Tile FFT P RE hil
RHUI (+eneTd FRC (FEF &+ ATT AT ELAA Fo01 hUHE (985 £O0E YLE

Translation — indication that TPLF’s terrorist group strong hold enemy’s adarqai
front used a person’s house as a warehouse. In addition the terrorist group forcibly
took flour, dough and cooked food from the people.

@ Alula Solomon & @Alula_Solomon - Aug 17, 2022

After starting the shelling on TDF strongholds in Western Tigray front on
August 15, 2022, #Ethiopia (Abiy) has released a statement today demanding
permanent ceasefire to fool the International Community,

‘ Neamin Zeleke £ @heaminfeleke - MNow 23, 2022

A plethora of evidence #TFLF's bloody records of 27 long yrs. terror & plunder,
looting #Ethiopia bone dry. Another round of terror, destruction & rape of
H#amhara #4Tar on Nov 3rd. 2020, Aim? March to Addis &return to
overlordship. The pathological tyrants are nowe in disarray.

@ Stalin Gebreselassie @ @StalinTeklu - Nov 5, 2022

Facts on #Tigray. #TPLF is political party, doesn't own army. #Ethiopia still
fighting in Tigray allying with B8, looting & killing ciwvilians, #TDF Generals
weren't briefed properly about the signed doc. Mot sure if TPLF CC is briefed
well,

‘ Neamin Zeleke & @MeaminZeleke - Oct 14, 2022

The reason for bestial #TFLF starting the war, no longer able to suck the
country blood dry after 2018 with an unbridled pillage where 100005 of #TPLF
Tigrayans who came bare footed became millionaires, at the expense of
Ethiopian people Eincluding @IMF & @WEG loans

- Lwam Gidey @ Gidevlwarm - Jul 4, 2021
After humiliating defeat in #Tigray, the #Ethiopialn fascist government has
started mass arrest of Tigrayvans all over the country, @amnesty Must inquire
the whereabouts of the 1000s of civilians before itis too late.
#TigravM assarrest #TigrayvGenocide
@EecBlinken @USAmb LI @M

@ Alula Solomon & @Alula_Sclomon - Jun 7, 2021

The June 21, 2021 "Amhara Election’ will go doven in history as an event that
hugely contributed to the disintegration of #Ethiopia. Mark my word!
#ShamElection

4.3.8. Warning
Through this technique both activists try to warn and give due attention to their target

audience and supporters on certain issue with regard to the civil war. Some warning
information’s targeting not only the real audience but also serving as news tip for those

concerned on other ways. Here are some examples:-
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6 Stalin Gebreselassie @ @StalinTeklu - Dec 8, 2020
One thing for sure @AbiyAhmedAll didn't calculate is #Tigral people won't
befnever been led without their will in history, No peace in #Tigral, no peace,
security and development in #Ethiopia.
#StopTheWarOnTigray

% Seyoum Teshome € @seyoum_teshome - Oct 3, 2021 a-
[ATTEMTIOMN] September 14, 2021
AP Fact Check says "The UM agency confirmed that none of its wvehicles had
been seized by rebels.”
original link @ bitly/ 324874
archived link @ bitly/2mdPj 1
@ivobadu @Danielsonkassal

@ Lwam Gidey @GideyLwam  Oct 24, 2021

W B @rbiyahmedAli once again launching airstrike in Mekelle, the capital city
of Tigray targeting civilians. There has been no tangible action from the Intl
Community to end this human toll. We demand #MoFlyZonelnTigray.,
@SecBlinken @UN @hrw @amnesty

Suleiman Ahdella £ @Suleimandbdell7 - Mow 17, 2021

w  Trying to nde the #TPLF horse against over 115k people in Ethiopia in order
to adwvance ur national interest will never be successful, after what we have
seen in the reigan of terrorin 27 yrs. #Ethiopian|s all over have said loud and
clear #Maobldore to the minority fascists.

@ Lwam Gidey @Gideylwam - Apr 17, 2021

: The chaos in Ethiopia brought on by the conflict in Oromia, Benishangul-
Gumuz and the #TigrayGenocide has affected regional stability in the horn, It
will also affect international security. Put a stop to #WarLordabiy &
#Dictatorlssavas, @cnni @IntCrimCourt @POTLIS

Suleiman Abdella £ @Suleimanabdell7 - Cct 28, 2022

w Is the LIS a negotiator or an observer in the All-led peace talks in South
Africa? We still remember what they did to Ethiopia in the GERD talks,
appearing as observers. Be impartial or leave us alone. #00sarmTPLF
#TPLFisTheCause @SFRCdems @SenateForeign

Some level of warning intentionally serves to create psychological as well as physical
cautions. Such kind of warning use like double blade knife, since the warning directly or
indirectly tells to do something by the name of caution. The following data can be good
examples:-

Suleiman Abdella § @5uleimanAbdell7 - Sep 8, 2022

W onEi ME QA M0 ATEIRAE (TR R80T (1) 04T AkE 9 LR FEAE 17 ooPY {1F
RELATT 24 thd ARFEER ol FALA AT (LT fP ChO-CF W9 mhe- FFY AFTE
naer
FHEFC OR 4 TTET hAq?

Translation-don’t be mistaken by something on the ground.let’s not brag too
much,but in this critical time ,it is not just about being on ethiopia’s side, it is



necessary to work for ethiopia 24 hours a day. We have to have peaceful rallies and
hashtag campaign in all european cities.

11 Lwam Gidey reposted

@ Stand With Tigray @ @SWTigray - Sep 8, 2021
ALARMING: "People living in camps after being displaced by conflict were
receiving "no aid” and host communities were running out of food, it said”

@WFP @UJSAmbUN @UNCCHA @UNOSAPG
ACT NOW. #AIrDropFoodToTiaray
% Seyoum Teshome &€ @seyoum_teshome - Sep 15, 202717
Replying to @sevoum_teshome
at a time when the nation could spiral intoe further conflict, putting the entire
stability of the Horn of Africa at risk.”

Fighting broke out between the TPLF and Ethiopian government forces in
MNowvember 2020 when TPLF attacked one of the federal military bases in

Tigray.

ﬁ Stalin Gebresclassie @ @StalinTeklu - Felb 18, 2022 vee
T B P Ela O
1. PFFaL AT BTSN B Tdder
HCELE bt S (el d DR TS0 BetAtie
| PROde AT+ Duhoe §° P8 TP ao@-mi
. PRz Referendurm
L (LR RS B M BT ES P FmPE PSS

v

Translation-non negotiable Tigray’s positions

The Tigray army will continue to exist

The border will be restored to its pre-war status

Withdrawal of Eritrean army from all territories of Tigray

Tigray referendum

Those who committed crime against Tigray will be held accountable

@ Alula Solomon @ @Alula_Sclomon - Jan 20, 2021
Tegaru!

arwdE

Those who supported war on Tigray, they don’t qualify to shake your hands, let
alone to be your friends or religious leaders, to hawve social {marriage) and

business ties.
Btw, thank wou for vigorously implementing the calls I made back in
MNovember, 2020,

$ Suleiman Abdella & @SuleimanAbdell7 - Sep 13, 2022

& TPLF poses grave danger to Ethiopia’s national security By launching the third
invasion into the neighboring Amhara and Afar regions with a large number
of fighters, aligning with foreign actors and fomenting disturbances in
different parts of the country, #0isarmTPLF

@ Lwam Gidey @ Gidevlwarm - Sep 12, 2021
- Tigray is still under siege with no access to telecom, internet, electricity, banks
and the blocking of humanitarian aid to starve the population of Tigray as a
whole is in effect. #W0eWillMNeverForget the atrocities committed on our
people, @I IMNOSAPG
4.3.9. Capitalize for social media trends
This technique is widely used by both parties. This is one of the dominant characteristics
of the social media campaign, hence, in social media, a Trend refers to a post, topic, or an

idea that is hyped or popularized for a certain period of time. This is determined by the
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number of times that internet users posted, discussed, talked about, or shared contents

related to the topic.

It is also a strategy to maximize the impact of certain speech segment, news report, audio
video speeches or any mistakes done by the opponent’s side.It helps to stay relevant and
keep the message top-of-mind with the target audience. Besides, Creating content around
a trending topic makes more likely to reach a wider audience, as trending is the main
currency for each tweet. Hence, during the civil war many hashtags created based on this
assumptions. Both Pro-government and Pro-TPLF activists use intensively to achieve the
trend option in the tweeter battlefield.

They also use different techniques to achieve the goal. —

A. Media reports, tweets and inferences capitalize techniques:-

13 Suleiman Abdella reposted
‘ MNeamin Zeleke & @MNeaminZeleke « Oct 20, 2022
Hon, SG @antonioguterres , how long are you going to allow @WHO's
@DrTedros, #TFLF's attack dog on rampage of disinformation to dupe the #1C
?In August his PR- "Tigray siege”- was well coordinated with #TPLF to justify
looting @WFP fuel @USAID for 3rd offensive. Mow this | 142

11 Getachew K Reda Retweeted

Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus £ @0rTedros - 58m
ESC) There is no other situation @ in which 6 million people have been kept
under siege for almost 2 years like in #Tigray, Ethiopia. This is a health

crigis. | urge the intl. community to give this crisis the attention it deserves.
There is a narmow window now to prevent genocide,

@ Lwam Gidey @GideyLwam - May 23, 2021

¥ "Civilians in norther Ethiopia have suffered horrific burns consistent with the
use of white phosphorus, a potential war crime, the Telegraph can disclose.”
#ChemicalAttackOnTigray @ChrisCoons @5ecBlinken
telegraph.co.uk/news/2021/05/2....

% Seyoumn Teshome £ @seyoum_teshome - Oct 2, 2021

Ethiopian govt onwhy 7 @LUN officials were expelled: Diversion of aid,
communication equipments to #TPLFTerroristGroup; Yiolating security
agreements; Mot complying in demanding return of 400+ trucks used for
transportation of Tigray forces since July 2021,
@UNEthiopia @HermelaTy

@ Lwam Gidey @Gideylwam - Sep 10, 2021

W Latest @CNN's investigation shows a new phase of genocidal campaign to
torture, detain and massacre #Tigrayans,
“Mangled corpses are mysteriously appearing here, downstream in Sudan.” -
@nimaelbagir
@SecBlinken @USAMBUN @EL_Commission @UN @UNOSAPG
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% Seyoum Teshome & @seyoum_teshome - Oct 5, 2021

@AFP History 1s made in Addis Ababa on October 4, 2021 #Ethiopia waon the
Diplo warl & day in the histony of Africa where AFRICA slammed the door on
the face of neocolonialisml #MNoMegotiationWithTplf #8400 o5
#lUnityForEthiopial #newbeginnings #TPLFSURRENDERMN O

@ Alula Solomon & @Alula_Sclomon - Dec 2, 2022
Eritrean forces still killing #Tigray civilians, report says | AP News
apnews.com/article/africa..,

‘ Neamin Zeleke £ @NeaminZeleke - Mar 29, 2021
#Tigray Police Man sexually attacked more than 50 women {including married
women), was released within 12 hrs paying to 100 LISD bail is a common
occurrence, #TMWH revealed in 2019 #EritreaPrevails
#EthiopiaPrevails @MicolasDeMarco @jamariner @afp @AP #Tplflies
H#axumFiction

@ Lwam Gidey @Gideylwam - Jun 19, 2021

: A NYT Investigation alleged that rape is being used as a weapon of war in
#Tiaray, Explicitly describing several cases of GBY that are reported,
Highlighting intentions of armed forces to prevent women from giving birth.
#BelieveBlackWomen @RaquelWillis_ ctlec/75usE+

% Seyoum Teshome & @seyoum_teshome - Oct 3, 2021

) AITLY DAY B4 EEFT P evase FRICHAPT AR fied Fo0ams AT ECT (1FTE
&1L 0L AT 3072021 FAALTET BROTCE RTTFED coooahd Bedhod (8173 (LAE LT
o)

Translation-For those who are interested to research the truck logo which transport
TPLF soldiers, it is better to watch Tigray’s TV Amharic news which transmitted on
august 30/2021.check below this video .

6 Stalin Gebreselassie @ @StalinTekiu - Jun 16, 2021

13-yrs-young Kisanet is a victim of white phosphorus chemical in #Ethiopia's
#TigrayGenocide, @AbivAhmedAll of #Ethiopia & its ally #Eritrea have killed
tens of thousands in Tigray War @nimaelbagir @wdavison10

@ Lwam Gidey @Gideylwam - Apr 30, 2021
: H#Ethiopia has swept up thousands of ethnic #Tigravans into detention centers
across the country on accusations that they are traitors, often holding them for
months and without charges, the AP has found.
@M @SecBlinken @hnw @POTLS #Ethnicityisnotalrime bitly/3t5Fvdl

B. Capitalize prominent individuals and politicians’ speech
This technique serves as due attention certain prominent and non prominent individuals
or interties inferences towards the main target of the civil war. Both party activists use

this technique repeatedly for the sake of own narrative.


https://twitter.com/GideyLwam
https://twitter.com/GideyLwam
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Alula Solomon £ @Alula_Sclomon - Dec 9, 2022

Here one of Eritrea’s puppets in #Ethiopia, He referred Oromiva’s flag as
ractag “reaET.

EZeMla is Eritrea’s representative in Ethicopia. Their hatred towards Oromo is
unparalleled.

&5 . Ephrem Madebo @ GTWTW Mow - Dec B, 2022

FAFEEET Flag Ao-CE Fo-fv? (Fad (LAFS TR F2? PR E9TT AR AET aorns
City@ T +eoii e BFCd PPTEAT ATe-B DFEd 0oL 85" ATE Foai F2 SO Tidy Ha 9D
2T PF2dms TO70L MOE FEC K TICYPR Ene=eT heeh

Translation-
When the heroes who punished Graziani when he took down the Ethiopian flag and
hanged his own boot, committing the same unforgivable national crime in the cify
where the children live, will be punished like Graziani.

‘ Neamin Zeleke @ @NeaminZeleks  Dec 3, 2022

@TiborPMNagylryou said in Nov, of 2020, #TPLF started the war to return o
undue power & privilege, on @EBC, You @SecPompen were an record that
#TPLF attacked #Eritrea to internationalize the conflict. 142

ﬂ Lwam Gidey @Gideylwam - Oct 17, 2021
W God have mercy’ #Ticray residents describe life under siege @armnesty
@SecBlinken @UNHumanRights
apnews.com/article/ethiop...

‘ Neamin Zeleke & @MNeaminZeleke - Mow 1, 2022 vou
Mo peace "..until we overthrow govt, working to destroy their capacity. we
will continue until we remove them.." Among delusional & pathological cabal
@reda_getachew revealed the stated aim of the bestial #TPLF, overthrow the
Federal gowt. 2020/21 #DisarmTPLF @HermelaTy

Seyoum Teshome £ @seyvourm_teshome - Oct 3, 2021

@OCHA_Ethiopia &5 @WFP_Ethiopia

The mysterious aid trucks of @LMNEthiopia and @WFFP being clearly used by
#TPLF

13 16 Sept 2021 @IINEthiopia 465 2 eorLgPF @8 F9.8 L8038 1F
o T 428 LT amw A F T AP EEE AF A0 1P TP

(@&§y UN Ethiopia @ @UNEthiopia - Sep 16
. Conceming. None of the 149 trucks in the convoy that reached #Mekelle

Translation- 1/16 Sep 2021 UN Ethiopia says 466 trucks were traveled to Tigray
only 38 returned, 428 trucks have been disappeared. Most of them are disappeared
two months ago.

@ Alula Solomon @ @alula_Solomon - Dec 23, 2027

LS Congressman calls for sanctions an Ethiopian Airlings over alleged role in
#igray conflict| News24



‘ Meamin Zeleke € @MNeaminZeleke - May 4, 2021
Despite Mr @ losepEaorrellF's abdurate support to #TPLF, including deciding
not to send #EL observers, #4101 observers are getting briefing on upcoming
elections, lune 5, 2021,

* Billene fLaA: Aster Seyoum @BilleneSeyourm - May 4, 2021

African Union observers getting briefing on upcoming elections. June 5,
20271 #FEthiopialecides for itself. #Choosellnity x.com/fanatelevision...

C. Revealing leaked document
Similar to amplifying techniques, revealing leaked document, uses in order to create
meaningful narration and tip other media outlets. In some instances revealing leaked
documents and information serves to refute opponent’s propaganda or information:-. The
following data source indicates this:-

% Seyoum Teshome & @seyoum_teshome - Sep 17, 2021
hd hah FOND POFs A8 018 LT PADT AP (05T TR0 & BFAN] PR AR
T F AEVET AE PR T $NE AR EEPTT AT A hPTePF
#TPLFTerroristGroup
linksharing.samsunacloud.com/fse8poly2I97H
Yalid until 19 Sep 2021
Translation- the leaked TPLF strategy document can be downloaded by clicking the
link below! ‘Special phase of the struggle and the next strategies, strategies and

directions of our future!’.

@ Alula Solomon @ @Alula Solomon - Oct 21, 2022
Official document describes scale of abuses in #Ethiopia war - The
Washington Post washingtonpost.comfwarld/official ..

e faa) [ ™ EN

é‘ Suleiman Abdella & @Suleimanabdell7 - Sep 3, 2022
& Anc R

FUBAF FME AFET At B 0BT Mita
facebook.com/ 0001574109360,

Translation- Breaking news. We found TPLF next plan and strategy

@ Lwam Gidey @GideyLwam  May 21, 2021

- "Since Nov 2020, 7 humanitarian workers have been killed in the #Tigray
Region alone, and one additional humanitarian has been killed elsewhere in
the country. All were killed while supporting life-saving interventions for
vulnerable people” @POTUS @LUN
bitly/3fddKHS

é Suleiman Abdella @ @Suleimanabdell 7 - Jun 30, 2022
& RROSE UBAE £018 AT B0 (e 8T BT B8 (Bt ETLETIN A8 #T ke A0
AIRTZAD WY (k& HATIARD NPIA9T SO0 Bog PIEA

HEHC o2 B @3 TRHIAL ATORLAT
scoop.conzZistores/HL2207. .

Translation- We found secret document which states terrorist TPLF’S training
place at Uganda and the Sudan. The document also states this clique got support
from US and Egypt too.



e

Seyoum Teshome & @sevoum_teshome - Oct 3, 2021

In avery important part of his press briefing in response to the above-
mentioned rumors on 3 August 2021, @UNEeliefChief, UN's humanitarian
chief, said that the "blanket accusations” of humanitarian aid workers need to
stop because..

borkena.com/2021/10/01/a-u...

4.3.10. Targeted harassment

Both parties use this technique similarly by targeting individuals, institutions or any news
outlets, which oppose their narrative and harass accordingly. Through, this strategy
aligned with a tit for tat method use effectively. One of which appreciate, the other party

will harass

The following data indicates the sphere of individual targeted harassment strategies’:- for
Pro-government activists repeatedly mention and harass accordingly are:- Dr. Tedros,
Reda, Nima Elbagir , Lucy Berhe, General Tsadkan, Rashid Abdi, Martin

Getachew

accordingly.

Plaut, Alex de Wall, Declan Walsh, Kjetil Tronvoll, etc.

8

8

%

Neamin Zeleke @ @NeaminZeleke - Mar 19, 2021

Tragic madness. #Gen. Tsadkan is said to be among a few broadminded #TPLF
seniaor leaders. He was kicked out by Meles Zenawi in 2001 He had time to
read, get a master's degree from #GW, & reflect on the wrong path of the
regime as reflected in some of his writings pre-2018.

Neamin Zeleke & @MNeaminZeleke - Sep 13, 2022 .
InNow, 2021, Mr. Super clairvoyant "predicted” that the #TPLF and #C0LA will
march to Addis, victorious and triumphant.  This time around mercenany is
hallucinating on the burial ground of his patron, the #TPLF,

‘_9 Rashid Abdi @RALdIARalyst . Sep 12, 2022

They hawve come up with another dumbass slogan - "disarm TPLF",

Suleiman Abdella £ @SuleimanAbdell7 - Oct 8, 2021

CNM has lost its credibility as paid—to—lie journalists such as @nimaelbagir
concoct fake news to harm #Ethiopia. The incident that happened in 2018 is
shamefully& deliberately reported to have happened in 2021 by @ TN to
mislead the world, #Thefake CHMNreport

@POTUS @5ecBlinken
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Seyourmn Teshome @ @seyoum_teshome .« Oct 8, 2021
Winner of #FakeM ewsfwards, 2021
@nimaelbagir, @CHNN



Suleiman Abdella £ @Suleimantbdell7 - Dec 15, 2021

¥ WHO under Tewodros Adhanom (former TPLF exe've member) leadership is
acting against the core values of integrity& professionalism. Health centers
vandalized by TPLF rebels in Amhara& Afar are neglected®& brushed aside by
WHO bcuz of the partiality of its leader.
#StandforWHOvalues

B Neamin Zeleke @ @NeaminZeleke - Oct 8, 2021

Here comes #Alex De Waal's "Africa's top mill. strategist”.Gen. Tsadkan,
who wovwed that #TPLF forces & #childsoldiers, will march & capture
Addis, is once again hoodwinked #TPLF diaspora, begging for money,
promises #Tigrayprevails & victory, @antonicguterres @ UJSAMBUN
@Powerl ISAID

%’ Suleiman Abdella & @SuleimanAbdell7 - Aug 31, 2022

¥ The shameless #TPLFTerroristGroup spokesperson @reda_getachew demands
food aid, fuel, and banking services from #Ethiopia's federal government,
despite its actions of stealing aid and fuel for the people of Tigray,
AUDACITY! #TPLFisTheCause #DisarmTPLF @WFPChief @Powerl JSAID

% Seyoum Teshome £ @seyoum_teshome - Oct 5, 2021

@declanwalsh Declan @nytimes @CHNN are all crying #Ethiopia is moving onl
October 4, 2021, Addis Ababa-against neocolonialismi#Es &0 mas.s
#UnityForEthiopial Long Live #Ethiopial #newbeginnings
#TPLFSURRENDERM WY

‘\’ Suleiman Abdella & @SuleimanAbdell7 - Oct 20, 2022

" There is time for everything! It is time for DG of WHO to stop enabling the
Terrorist TPLF in destroying the people in Tigray! True colors come out!
@iyobadu @Sultan_Abagissa @NeaminZeleke #DisarmTPLF!

Taliban had
Osama bin Laden

TPLF has Tedros
Adhanom

Similarly Pro-TPLF activists also select individuals to harass repeatedly among which:-
Dr. Abiy, Agegnehu Teshager, Redwan Hussein, Isaias Afewrki, Daniel Kibret and

some prominent individuals and officials also in this category:-

@ Lwam Gidey @GideyLwam - Aug 21, 2021

These seven individuals helped orchestrate the #TigrayGenocide: Birtukan
Mideksa, @ashenafi_meaza, @BilleneSeyoum, Daniel Kibret, Temesgen
Tiruneh, @ nielBekele and Agegnehu Teshager. @NEBEthiopia
@FAGEthiopia @EthioHRC, @AgegnehuT

Billene the public and
international communities by civilians
deaths and ethnic cleansing by
Ethiopians/Eritrean /Amhara forces.

* Using state medias, she spread to
reject the notion Ethiopian forces weren't
striking civilians’ areas despite the enormous
evidence by international media outlet on civilian



https://twitter.com/StalinTeklu
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@ Lwam Gidey @Gideylwam - Apr 17, 2021

W Issaias is a war criminal; @AbivAhmedAll is worse, Anyone who tries to
salvage them is complicit to genocide, Stop supporting weaponized
starvation and rape, Say no to #TigrayGenocide and send #Ab1yTolCC,
bitly/3ss8gyf @IntCrimCourt @WhiteHouse @BB CWorld

6 Stalin Gebreselassie @ @StalinTekiu - Nov 29, 2021
RATONF TR (LEHL (LA AT [md8s hf‘?’ﬂ@] g U8MA TA0AL AT
T (o g

AL kR (Ld 0090 £Mae TOF P4 Ao d Wl ko AT #1001 i
PRCAA T (LA TUD 60378 b

Translation-Haile Gebresilase in yesterdays’ program says I will not miss at least
one out of five shots or failing to kill. Better to say he is making his life short. TDF
is an army of action, not fiction .it will give you a proper follow up. Anyways as you
wish! Its over!

@ Alula Solomon & @Alula_Solomaon - Nov 11, 2022

Redwan Hussien has bwo choices:
Either to squeal {for Abiy) as usual or to be honest and implement the CoHA.
So far he is squealing.

@ Lwam Gidey @Gideylwam - Jul 27, 2021

= ® President of Amhara National Regional State, @AgegnehuT has openly called
on national TV for the extermination of all #Tigray|ans, calling them "the
enemies of #Ethiopia.” #Genocidealert @hrw @SecBlinken @ ChrisCoons
@BBCBreaking @cnnbrk @AJEnglish @UN

@ Alula Selomon & @Alula_Sclomon - Nov 13, 2022
CoHA spoiler alert E3

@ panicl Kibret @ @danielkibret. Nov 12, 2022

A (ERLCF ORI (1ACF (LT1H A £FT aol57 K PO Fo0r 384T Fah SFas o
BIFCA AR

Translation-if a person is clothed with cloth or gold, both of them can’t deny his
burial. It may be changing the history of his burial.

@ Lwam Gidey @GideyLwam - Aug 21, 2021

- In a dereliction to their duties, @D anielBekele and @EthioHRC hawe
intentionally and systematically minimized and disregarded crimes against
humanity happening against #Tigrayans all owver #Ethiopia.
#TiarayGenocidefccomplices

Both parties also use institutional blame and harassment strategy for their own narrative

sake:-


https://twitter.com/StalinTeklu
https://twitter.com/StalinTeklu
https://twitter.com/StalinTeklu
https://twitter.com/StalinTeklu
https://twitter.com/StalinTeklu
https://twitter.com/StalinTeklu
https://twitter.com/StalinTeklu
https://twitter.com/StalinTeklu
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6 Stalin Gebreselassie €@ @StalinTeklu - Aug 28, 2022
CRFFEE F23A7CF HOF AAIIFF @8 F0-8 mC1F FHhChSPF PATTS HOHE

Veuhahs AE0-LhnF3 A=T95 ol Pl AThChes=TF ha-
T3l I (ECEE AT | rremEn b e
| #Thene e
Translation-
List of Ethiopian transport séctor investors dep;loyed to Tigray war vehicles
Quota of trucks assigned to transport defense logistics
- - - - Eﬁ(ﬂ"m = ] AEEghed Gocts ]
| of vehicies

% Seyoum Teshome € @seyourm_teshome - Oct 14, 2021
The tragic news of 2021 is CTHNMN officially has become an International
Misinformation Agency (IMA), So far the US has regjected its propaganda
piece, as Dept of Defense itself uses commercial airlines in war and
emergencies cases. Please refer to CICA
@ ChM

Stalin Gebreselassie @ @StalinTeklu - Nov 26, 2021 -

AAL FRLE [l AFOLC FE0 PAAD "Nk ERAC0E +o00 FF i UOAFT POF P

@t Tt ATTFIAL" LA #E AAMIFEAT K10 YW RIAT ermBam hh 083 he Rager
Translation —when Tigray was invaded by Eritrea, AAU says nothing, now issuing

warning for ‘those who graduate from my university and supporting TPLF I will
confiscate your paper.’ That’s why we say the country in Sevier problem.

@ Alula Solomon € @Alula_Solomon - Sep 2, 2022
The humiliation of Ethiopian Airlines:

From waorld class aifine to a junk genodcidal militany aviation,

In Mow, 2021, Mr Super clainvoyant "predicted"” that the #TFLF and #CLA will
march to Addis, victorious and triumphant. This time around mercenary is
hallucinating on the burial ground of his patron, the #TPLE.

‘ MNeamin Zeleke @ @MNeaminfeleke - Sep 13, 2022 o

‘_j Rashid Abdi @FAbdiAnalyst . Sep 12, 2022
They have come up with another dumbass slagan - "disarm TPLE™

e Stalin Gehreselassie @ @StalinTekiu - Nov 24, 2021
ECAPIC B A0 116 e PIRPT Lk ARAE FenfpaT) &08 @Or 17 936 oy
P RLA (L WP BLCH AR 1@ PR HETY At RAUCES AkEF 1l Ao [ms

_

Translation-yesterday dr. yenager dese with his 16 year old girl (looks like his
daughter) was a hotel in Dubai; the hotel daily fee is 936 dirham. But #ETV now
presents him as if he is in Bahirdar studio.



Q Lwam Gidey @ GideyLwam - Aug 29, 2022
pad Mo, TPLF is NOT the cause and wou know it Your desire to exterminate the
people of Tigray is the cause.

i Agegnehu Teshager G @AgegnehuT - Aug 29, 2022

If Ethiopia's defence of its integrity from TPLF brings external involvement,
itwill be faced with equally unappealing choices. It will be forced to make
them and #DisarmTPLF. It can no longer live with these dangers hanging
over it #TPLFisTheCause @UMN @ _AfricanlUnion

4.3.11. Tweet for tutorial, Campaign and petition

Through these mechanisms, both party activists use the tactic accordingly their narrative
motives. Each tweeter campaign requires the engagement of members or supporters.
Thus, those supporters are not only participating by supporting the ideas of the campaign
but also needs to support in material, engagement and money as well as other means of
influencing. For the sake of active participation on certain issues, Pro-TPLF activists use
typical tutorial methods for their followers; on the other hand, Pro-government activists
use mobilization messages in order to engage their supporters. Signing petition to certain
entities is common strategy of pro- TPLF activist’s role.

» To influence the information warfare, Pro TPLF activists use tutorial methods for
their new tweeter followers. This tutor demonstrate how to open new account, how
to hide name and how to sign petition and fundraising procedures. The following
data shows this:-

A. Tweet for tutorial purposes

ﬁ Lwam Gidey @GideyLwam - Apr 26, 2021
Ll How to sign a petition | N+tcEd

youtube.com

Translation —how to sign a petition by Tigrigna language

Q Lwam Gidey @ Gideylwam - Apr 30, 2021
or| pls watch the tutorial if you need help with editing vour twitter profile
account! Share with vour elders!

@D stand With Tigray @ @SWTigray - Apr 20, 2021

Tutorial: How to edit wour twitter profile
NFFCF L 4

B. Tweet for petition
The other unique practice for Pro -TPLF activists use are, calling members to sign

petition and fund raising via tweeter messages.
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@ Lwam Gidey @GideyLwam - Dec 23, 2021
W #stopDronefttacks in Tigray and Oromia - Sign the Petition! chnglit/ 2k Znméc
via @Change

Lwam Gidey @ Gideylwam - Sep 20, 20271
Letter to Congresswoman Karen Bass, Please sign and share.

standwithtigray.com/yfletter-to-kare...

Lwam Gidey @ Gideylwam - Now 24, 2021
Scan this and TEXT wour representatives.

Call to action against #Tigrayldassirrests

via @SWTigray

Lwam Gidey @Gidevlwam - Jul 22, 2021
URGENT: Please sign Letter to Embassies in Addis Ababa about the Ethnic
Frofiling, Harassment and Mass Arrests of #Tigravans in #Ethiopia.
vl o s i ther AYRA L

@ Lwam Gidey @Gideylwam . Jun 30, 2021
R please sign this letter to President Paul Kagame, Republic of Rwandal
stanchwithtigray.com/letter-to-rwan. .,

@ Lwam Gidey @Gideylwam - Sep 4, 2021
- Please sign this urgent petition to #Turkey to Stop Arms Sale to #Ethiopia,
#share
sjitethiopia.orgfpetition-to-tu...

@ Lwam Gidey @Gideylwarm - Sep 20, 2021 .

Letter to Congresswoman Karen Bass. Please sign and share.

standwrithtiaray.com/yfletter-to-kare...

C. Tweet for campaign

Both parties similarly use different campaign announcement with different themes. Here

are some of the data examples-

Seyoum Teshome € @seyvourm_teshome - Sep 23, 2021 s
g b renem e Bl
e b 1-16 foed? #C1ckZ Twest oot Lis P w3 oL e F 3 (e MR 390 FE+C
VEF R AL FE R NTFAS ETaT T A2t Pres]
September 23,2021
TWITTER CAMPAIGHN #73
#l_InitwdEthiopia
unityforethiopia.net/twitter-campai...
Translation- dear Ethiopians! Show your voice to the world by pressing below from

1-16 #click2totweet slogans on your tweet account

Alula Solomon @ @41ula Solomon  Oct 1, 2020
Twitter Campaign: £40yExp res on October Sth, 2020

oromoprotests.org/indexphp/2020... via @CromoProtestsHQ
% Suleiman Ahdella @ @Suleimanabdell7 . Sep 3, 2022
DAL P RLL TROCAF AL (DR 1PAT e AFLET BID ABAFN AT AAD BOTFED B Atea?
@IFFETF? PED 8O0 Baa e
[T w1 73 PEIC AW e ATECT

HhFPEPFFET
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Translation-let’s donate blood on our way to the hospital in woldia, desse and
kombolcha.our people who shed their blood for us want our blood. We will have a
blood donation campaign for the next three days.

@ Lwam Gidey @GideyLwam - Aug 20, 2021
P @SWTigray Twitter campaign launches tonight at 12 AM EST

Hashtagy #TigrayGenocidedccomplices

%’ Suleiman Abdella & @Suleimantbdell7 - Feb 13, 2022
¥ Save Afar (h&CT ATET) (1994 FEL LAFEEP FAAT AFTIMC Hd FURF ATE OAF AL
Twitter 1"Space AT0EEA?

g Fmege etritter Ao PA- A IERRE AR ATERTT FRAE FF mAeT:

Translation- tonight at one o’clock Ethiopian time, we Will have twitter discussion
on the topic of let’s save afar. Everyone who has tweeter account please ready to
join.
% Seyoumn Teshome @ @seyoum_teshome - Sep 21, 2021

Ethiopian American Civic Council is inviting vou to a scheduled Zoom

meeting.

Topic: Ethiopian American Civic Council's Zoom Meeting

Time: Sep 21, 2021 09,00 AM Eastern Time {UUS and Canada)

lain Zoom Meeting
usl2web zoom.us/) /882147186427,

%’ Suleiman Abdella & @Suleimanabdell7 - Nov 23, 2021
Y OURT FETERA
#History in the making; now we got to follow our #PM footstep & mark
historny defending our country's sovereignty from local bandits & international
interventionist warmongers!! #hlarchdEthiopia #EthiopiaFrevails
@antonioquterres @UNGeneva
Translation- the hashtag is starting

@ Lwam Gidey @Gideylwam - Dec 23, 2021
W o5s Campaign AHER hedl
tweet templates
standwithtigray.com/twitter-campai...

Translation- campaign with new determination! Tweet templates

‘ Neamin Zeleke £ @MNeaminfeleke - Feb 28, 2021
Fellow #Ethiopians & friends of #Ethiopia
Join today's #TwitterCampaign. Expose: #TPLF's disinformation. Today Felb. 28
- March 1st, 2021
Go to link glean.ethiopiaprevail.com
#EthiopiaPrevails #5tandwithEthiopia

@ Lwam Gidey @GideyLwam - Dec 20, 2021
W #StopDroneAttacks campaign!
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https://twitter.com/NeaminZeleke
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% Suleiman Abdella £ @SuleimanAbdell7 - Oct 8, 2021
¥ #ThefakeCNNreport
27 10 FF8 AN

This will happen in 2018, notin 2021, CNMN provided a fake image and a fake
document!

Statement Refuting CNMN's Repaort.

@RepMcCaul @biannagoladryga @AmanpourCoPBS

@hylieatwood

> @nimaelbagir is the owner of fake news

: P
i f‘i‘ 3

Translation- let’s ventilate this

@ Lwam Gidey @ Gideyvlwarm - Dec 23, 2021
Keep tweeting!!! For Tigraw L
#StopwWarOnTigray
AkA + and still counting ...
let's get to 3M # exposure by midnight,
standwithtigray. comydbwitter-campai...

#StopWarOnTigray Twitter Hashtag Analytics

» The global campaign request mainly focuses on Diasporas and international
communities for both Pro activists. Hence, the campaign targets require all
supporters in order to join wherever they are. Here are some of the data
examples:-

" » MNeamin Zeleke €8 @MNeaminfeleke - Feb 28, 2021 o
Fellow #Ethiopians & friends of #Ethiopia
Join today's #TwitterCampaian, Expose: #TPLF's disinformation. Today Felb., 28
- March 1st, 2021
Go to link glean.ethiopiaprevail.com
H#EthiopiaPrevails #StancwithEthiopia
Global Ethiopian Advocacy Nexus @ GleanEthiopian
Defend Ethicpia !l

@ Lwam Gidey @Gideylwam - Now 22, 2021
Eeing Tigrayan in Ethiopia has become a crime.

#TigraybdassArrests MUST STOP N OW!
Join and share!

T3 Lwam Gidey repostecdd
@ Stand With Tigray € @SWTigray - Sep 10, 2021 -
Slobal Campaign: Tigrayan + Oromo orgs

Join us this Ethiopian MNew Years to raise more awareness about the human
rights abuses and viclations happening in #Tigray and #&Cromia,

Hashtag: #MNothinaToCelebrate
Crate: Saturday, Sep 11 (Ethiopian MNew Years)

@ Lwam Gidey @ Gideylwam - Jul 22, 2021

LIRGENT: Pls participate on #Tigrayhassirrest Campaign starting tonight!
The campaian will run all day tomaorrow to raise awareness about the
harassment of #Tigrayans in Addis, Ethiopia.


https://twitter.com/SWTigray
https://twitter.com/SWTigray
https://twitter.com/SWTigray
https://twitter.com/SWTigray

4.3.12. Meme war

Meme war’is one of the techniques, which employed by both parities during and after the
war. Memes are intertextual. Meaning, they correspond to one another or to particular
cultural information. Therefore, interpreting, consuming and producing memes requires
prior acquaintance. It is for this reason, that memes facilitate a sense of belonging (Gal
2018, 529).Both parties use meme typically for the purpose of character assassination
with the help of cartoons or imagery. Besides to disgrace, express satire message, to
make the individual or institution weak or useless on the eyes of enemies. Bulling or
stalking the targeted person is also common practice for both parties behind each meme.
It also serves as psychological tool or weapon to win the enemy with emotional

superiority. The following memes gathered from both parties activist’s posts:-Sources;-2
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A form of information warfare, wherein people try to take control of a dialogue or disrupt their enemies.
This warfare involves the spread of false messages on social media by using the format of a meme.

Bhttps:/itwitter.com/Alula_Solomon/status/1575143521794793473
https://twitter.com/SuleimanAbdell7/status/1562529884274294785
https://twitter.com/NeaminZeleke/status/1338596812006051850
https://twitter.com/SuleimanAbdell7/status/1562529884274294785

https://twitter.com/reda_getachew/status/1562371963880091654/photo/1

https://twitter.com/artssiyad/status/1572151027373162497


https://twitter.com/Alula_Solomon/status/1575143521794793473
https://twitter.com/SuleimanAbdell7/status/1562529884274294785
https://twitter.com/NeaminZeleke/status/1338596812006051850
https://twitter.com/SuleimanAbdell7/status/1562529884274294785
https://twitter.com/reda_getachew/status/1562371963880091654/photo/1
https://twitter.com/artssiyad/status/1572151027373162497

You
asked for me.
Here | am.

1AM
CALLING FOR
CEASEFIRE AND PEACE

US EXPLORE
MORE WAYS OF
ATTACKING |

Foolish ABIY
thinks | am here to
HELP him....

Figure 3. Meme war data screenshot samples
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https://twitter.com/Alula_Solomon/status/1575143521794793473/photo/1
https://twitter.com/NeaminZeleke/status/1338596812006051850/photo/1

To sum up, the researcher analyzes more than three thousand tweets per- individual within
two years time range. The findings additionally indicates that there was engagement
difference between Pro-government and Pro-TPLF activists at the beginning of the war.
For instance, some data indicates Pro- TPLF activists begun ‘#TigrayGenocide before the

war begins or ahead of one month®®.

On the other hand, Pro- government activists had begun active social media campaign
after the civil war erupted four months later. The research also analyzes two-months
tweet contents of those selected activists after and during the Pretoria agreement signed.
Hence, for those Pro-TPLF activists there is an assumption that “the existing peace
agreement might be important if the federal government implement all preconditions

without delay, and still suspicious of any act of federal government commitment to do so.

Furthermore, Pro —TPLF activists highly criticize the presence of Eritrean force and
Ambhara Special Forces inside Tigray’s territory. Those activists claim on their tweet that
even though the peace agreement signed there is still military atrocities’ by Eritrean
forces, government blocked humanitarian aid to Tigray and still Tigray siege occurs; and
the federal government, international community and interim Tigray government gives

elephant ear for such atrocities.

On the side of Pro —government activists, there seem cross road discussions between
those pro- government activists themselves. Some of which believes the FGE accepts the
peace deal because of US warning and involvement, for others the peace agreement
shows the wise decision of federal government and need support. All Pro-government
activists either suspicious of any act of TPLF or dubious and full of conspicuous
individuals presented in it (TPLF). Two among the three Pro -government activists shifts

their stand for supporting to blaming the FGE.
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Bhttps://twitter.com/ETFactCheck/,/https://abren.org/premeditated-tigray-genocide-cyber-warfare-in-the-

age-of-social-media/


https://twitter.com/ETFactCheck/

Because of alignment shift or other reasons, there seems three activists deleted some of
the past tweets. So, this alignment shift creates slight limitation to get on time tweets of
three of the selected activists.

As it mentioned in the scope of the study, the research typically focuses only the tweet
messages and it is intentionally exclude the replay, retweet, number of likes and dislikes
as it is out of the scope of the study. Furthermore, it requires further academic research,

time and resource.

4.4. DISCUSSION
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This study set out to analyze and assess the content, the importance and impact of the
social media activism in the context of Ethiopia’s 2020-2022 civil war. One of the aims
of this study as it mentioned in(section 1.8) was adding to the body of knowledge on
social media activism and conflict/peace studies, and will be an important resource to

anyone seeking to explore the dynamics to the concept of activism through social media.

Social media increasingly plays a role in conflict and contentious politics. Politicians,
leaders, insurgents, and protestors all have used it as a tool for communication. At the

same time, scholars have turned to social media as a source of new data on conflict.

With respect to the first research question of the technique which used by activists at
(section 1.4), the research found and identifies twelve different manipulative techniques

which was used by Pro-government and Pro-TPLF activists during the civil war.

The fifth question of the research was about the impact and contribution of those activists
on the process of peace agreement at (section 1.4). Hence, the research found very little
contribution on both sides. Furthermore, all activists has extensive role on exuberating

the conflict through different tweet and message crafting methods.

This result might go in line with the constructivism research paradigm as it mentioned

(section 3.2 )Honebein (1996) ; he describes the constructivism philosophical paradigm
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as an approach asserts that people construct their own understanding and knowledge of
the world through experiencing things and reflecting on those experiences.

On top of that, the victim and victor mentality on both sides of activists’ create vacuum
to the urgent need of peace process to the warring parties

As mentioned in the literature review (section 2.1.3), social media communication plays
vital role during peace and war time, Similarly Social media communication like twitter,
is also an elite base platform which engages different level and techniques of elites to

ordinary individual’s participation.

Digital activism was influential in Ethiopian politics for the first time during the lead up
to the 2005 elections (Abbink, 2006) at (section 2.4). Unlike the election time, this study
found that there was high digital activism to manipulate information as well as mobilize
the public during the 2020-2022 Ethiopian civil war

The research finding shows that those selected activists in the research has impactful role
to expose military atrocities, war crimes, sabotages, verify truth, warn civilians, show
urgent need of humanitarian activities and immediate actions to certain areas and so on.
On the contrary, as it mentioned in (section 2.3.1) of the literature, some of the real
information on the ground diverted to manipulation practice by both Pro-government and
Pro-TPLF activists for their own cause. For instance, the case of humanitarian activities,

humanitarian truce, and the case of cease fire used in double ways

As mentioned in the literature review (section 2.3), Information manipulation as a process
where actors leverage specific conditions or features within an information ecosystem in
an attempt to generate public attention and influence public discourse through deceptive,
creative, or unfair means. Some of the findings in the research also strengthen this
assumption. As some international institutions and countries like(UN and
US,EU),different media outlets-(like BBC, CNN, Aljazeera ,the guardian...) has made
several announcements and reports based on highly crafted manipulative information
provided by Pro-TPLF activists irrespective of the fact. The research finding shows that

the case of ‘genocide’ allegation, ‘the involvement of Eritrean force in Tigray war,” ‘the
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attack of historical and cultural heritages in Tigray’, stories regarding humanitarian

activities in different areas of the war zone were exemplary.

In a similar tone, a Pro-government activist stands in a defensive way of information
manipulation as well as providing deceptive information to twitter audiences. In this case
information about the ‘drone attacks’ and its impacts, ‘the presence of Eritrean forces in
Tigray’, the humanitarian activities’ and the involvement of some international

organizations like (WHO,USAID,OCHA) in the war can be a good examples.

The most obvious finding to emerge from the analysis is that there was a tit- for -tat
twitter social media campaigns, techniques, and information warfare between activists
unlike the military confrontation in the ground. Both Pro-government and Pro-TPLF
activists are working to reach more audiences so that to create impactful result of their
campaign. This assumption is quiet similar with the Distributed amplification strategy
which mentioned at (section 2.3.1) of the literature—it is a tactic whereby a campaign
operator explicitly or implicitly directs participants to rapidly and widely disseminate

campaign materials

Perhaps the most compelling finding is that both Pro-government and Pro-TPLF activists
working hard in line with the war situation in the ground during the civil wartime, but
keep silent during and after the peace deal signed On. This interesting result finding
might related with situational theory of problem solving (as it mentioned section 2.1), be
a result of people’s motivated communicative actions when they encounter problematic

life situations. (Jeong-Nam Kim, 2006)

What is curious about this result is that some of the pro- government and Pro-TPLF
activists change their alignment immediately after the peace deal signed and come up
with their own new side. These results further support the idea of (Waller, 2013) that
People use social media and micro blogging sites, such as Twitter, for many given
purposes.(mentioned at section 2.1.2.).1t may also the result of new information added to

their own experience as the constructivism philosophical assumption argues (section 3.2.)
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This study confirms that those who selected for the study have similar line of information
and manipulation messages with respect to their supporting warring parties. Similar
messages crafts or framing from specific own hub on both sides. This (rather) intriguing
result finding could be due several of the messages crafted with the participation of inline
professionals and politicians’ t00. Besides, it indicates there are multiple interesting

groups behind the civil war.

Social media(SM) activism can make supreme contribution in conflict situations both at
the pre- and post-conflict level. There remains a world of unexplored prospects vis-a-vis
the social media’s applicability in peace processes. Therefore, further studies, which take
these variables into account, will need to be undertaken.



CHAPTER FIVE

5. CONCLUSION
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This chapter presents the conclusion of the research on the comparative contents analysis
of Pro-government and Pro-TPLF activists in the context of the Ethiopian 2020-2022
civil war. This study has examined thoroughly each and every inferences and tweets
made by those selected activist’s in order to get full and comprehensive result. The main

findings and conclusions of the study are presented below:

The findings clearly indicate that both Pro-government and Pro-TPLF activists played
major role in exacerbating the war through twelve selected information manipulation
techniques. Their manipulative role influenced local and international public opinion
during the course of the war and the prospect or otherwise of peace situation too

The most obvious finding that emerged from the analysis is that there was a tit- for -tat
twitter social media campaigns, techniques, and information warfare between both
activists unlike the military confrontation in the ground. Beyond its creative way the

techniques most of which were very deceptive, biased and emotional

The research finding shows those both parties’ activists used extremely derogatory
terminologies via their tweet messages, which left severe psychological wound that
would take time to heal. Intentionally dehumanizing and disrespectful approaches toward

opponents of the other side were very common practices on both sides.

Similarly, the careful analysis of each tweet confirms the indispensable role of social
media activism to create impactful messages to pertinent audience of the platform. Thus,
the trend shows that social media activisms by itself have importance in its good cause. In
the case of goodwill, both Party activists gave due attention to the civil war and create
further emphasis to those who have not additional information about the civil war

situation.
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One of the more significant findings to emerge from this study is that, the disparity of
involvement and supporting stance from both party activists during the war time or after
peace deal signed. Hence, there were high engagement during the war and dormant after
the cessation of hostilities agreement was signed. This result might shows that there is

high activist’s engagement during wartime than peace time.

The other interesting finding of the research was the participation of- ‘for and against’
camp of foreign ‘scholars or experts’ and ‘lobby groups’ towards the civil war. In some
instances the two ‘camps’ go in line with Pro-government or/and Pro-TPLF activists
information manipulation tracks with their tweets and opinions. This research simply
included those scholars along with both parties’ activists’ amplification strategies only.

Therefore, the findings of this research provide insights for additional study on this issue.

Overall, the results indicate behind each tweets of both Pro-government and Pro-TPLF
activists seeds a fruit of enmity, hatred, lies, suspicion, victimization, and pointing
finger each other-This trend of social media activism sustains scars rather than healing on
the minds of conflicting parties, and those who participate in the war directly or
indirectly. Besides, the bad rhetoric and bad tweets leads to a vicious war trend.

The strengths of the study included the in-depth content analysis of each selected tweets
from the open source of twitter platform along with inferential figures and pictures. This
in-depth analysis gives a chance to understand various techniques and involvement of

each selected activists in the civil war.

The findings reported here shed new light to show each and every technique along with
their tweets data used by Pro-government as well as Pro-TPLF activist’s .Thus, these
findings are relevant to both practitioners and peace and security policy-makers since it
gives tangible and extensive insight .moreover, the research topic and findings shows the

need for further research on such topics.
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APPENDIX
Appendix A
KEY EVENTSOF THE CIVIL WAR

3 Nov, 2020 Tigray Special Forces (TSF) and allied militia attacked the Northern Command

4 Nov, 2020 War broke out

5 Nov, 2020 The federal army began to conduct air strikes.

9 Nov , 2020 Mai-Cadra Massacre’

11 Nov, 2020 SOE Fact Check appeared on Twitter

13Nov, 2020 a rocket was fired towards Bahirdar& Gondar cities by TPLF

14 Nov ,2020 TPLF fires rockets into Asmara

28Nov, 2020 ‘Axum Massacre’ on, amnesty Report

28 Nov, 2020 FGE announced that Mekelle was under the control of the ENDF

2 Dec, 2020 FGE declared “law enforcement operation”

18 Dec, 2020 10 million birr bounty announced to be given to anyone who identifies and reveals
the locations of the fugitive members of the ‘criminal clique ‘by FGE.

1 Jan,2021 FGE announces that several senior members and military leaders of TPLF have
been capture

27 Jan 2021 US calls on Eritrea to immediately withdraw its troops

3 Feb,2021 Many civilians move to east because of the war

12Feb, 2021 FGE allowed access to humanitarian aid into Tigray

16 Feb,2021 Amnesty International accused Tigray forces of murder, rape and pillage on

Amhara civilians

10 March, 2021

US secretary of state Anthony Blinken for the first time used the term “ethnic
cleansing”

23March, 2021

PM Abiy Ahmed admitted the presence of Eritrean troops in Tigray during his
speech at HPR

23Mar, 2021 The EHRC released a preliminary report on the Axum Massacre

1 May ,2021 FGE declared the TPLF a terrorist organization

24 May ,2021 US state dpt announces it is imposing economic and security sanctions on Ethiopia
11Jun 2021 UN says 350,000 Tigrayans experiencing famine

21 Jun2021 Ethiopia held its 6th National Elections except in Somali, Hariri and Tigray regions
22 Jun 2021 Addigrat was recaptured by TDF

28 Jun 2021 FGE declared a unilateral ceasefire,

28 Jun 2021 TDF recaptured Mekelle

10 July 2021 PP wins the most seats in the country’s parliamentary election

18 July 2021 PM declared total war on TPLF
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19 July 2021 Tigrayan forces attack neighbor Afar region

17July 2021 WEFP request to the Federal Government of Ethiopia, a flight to Mekelle for the
First time

2 Sep, 2021 ‘Cheenamassacre’

16 sep,2021 UN ETH Concerning. None of the 149 trucks in the convoy that reached Mekelle

29sep, 2021 Food aid reach Tigray

4 Oct, 2021 Abiy sworn in for a new five year term as PM

1loct, 2021 ENDF begun ground offensive to push TDF from Afar and AMHARA Regions

2 Nov ,2021 FGE declaring a six-month state of emergency

3 Nov, 2021 The Joint Investigation Team (JIT) by EHRC and UNHRO released report

12 Nov,2021 The U.S. OFAC designated four entities and two individuals pursuant to Executive
Order (E.O.)

24 Nov, 2021 PM Abiy goes to the frontlines to lead his troops

7 Dec,2021 Lalibela recaptured by ENDF

7 Jan 2022 FGE announces that it will pardon and release high profile political detainees
8 Jan,2022 Air strike in Mekelle kills 56

15 Jan, 2022 Eth parliament vote for end of STE

24 Mar, 2022 FGE declares unilateral truce

1 April 2022 Trucks carrying aid enter Tigray for the first time since dec 15

14 Jun,2022 FGE forms committee to negotiate with TPLF

20 Aug, 2022 WEFP says almost half of Tigray is in ‘severe’ need of food

24 Aug, 2022 Fighting again erupts around town of KOBO

5o0ct 2022 Both fighting sides say they have accepted an invitation by AU

25 OCT 2022 Peace talk begun in Pretoria

2 Nov, 2022 FGE and TPLF signed CoHA Agreement.

7 Nov 2022 Both representatives meet in Kenya, Nairobi to discuss the implementation of terms
12 Nov, 2022 Top military commanders a follow-up agreement in Nairobi.

Source- different publications
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