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Abs tract 

A study on Development News RepOIting in Ethiopian Broadcas ting Corporate plime time 

news 

Enkutatash Haile 

Addis Ababa Univers ity, 2014 

The Ethiopian state media have recently made development journa lism a key concept in official 

policy documents to acce lerate the implementation of the nation's development plan. TI,e only 

televis ion station, Ethiop ian Broadcasting Corporate, has the broadest coverage of population 

and geographical area ; it is a lso one of these media that has adopted development jow·na lism. 

TIle purpose of this study was to analyze EBC's prime lime Amharic news (0 see whether the 

news contents had the characteristics of development journalism and to see if there were any 

gaps on the news presentation. To do so, this study employed both quantitat ive and qua litative 

methods (mixed method). And quantitative and qualitative content analyses a·nd interview were 

used as a data collect io n too ls. 

Based on the ava ilability of the data, news that was broadcasted withul six months of time fi"llme 

was gathered. Accord ulgly, a total of one hundred and twenty news stories· were se lected by 

USUlg systematic random sampling method. S imilarly based on their fi·equent involvement on 

reporting development news, five senior reporters and two ed itors were interv iewed. 

TI,e data were analyzed based on the categories (unit of ana lysis) that were derived fi·om the 

principle of development journa lism news and deve lopment journa lism mode~ and 

characteristics of television liews presentation. Both quantitative and qualitat ive content analysis 

methods were used to ana lyze the data. 

The finding of the research shows, EBC's prmle tUlle Amharic news pi·ogram gives high 

emphasis to development issues. However, these stories are Iunited to economic developments 

whereas, other development issues have not been given enough attention and negative stories are 

hard ly covered. Since the news stat ion only focuses on inlOnning people about the development 

issues, investigation and depth reporting have been neglected. In addition, the research finding 
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shows EBC's pru11e time Amharic news does not have balanced source selection, and it is not 

public centered , therefOre, it has a very high chance to be used for celt a in gro up's propaganda 

too l. Additiona lly, the journalists did not take the adva ntage o f te levision to explain and present 

the informa t io n in an easy and interesting way. 

This study therefore concluded that, even though ETV's pru11e tUne news foc uses on 

deve lopment issues, it is hard to say they ftJl ly prac ticed deve lopment journalism. 



Chapter One: Introduction 

The introduction PaJt under c hapter o ne co ntains the backgro und which prov ides a brief 

overview of w hat the stud y is abo ut. The state ment of the prob lem describes the knowledge gap 

the researc h fill s, a nd the research questio ns deal with spec ific questions the st ud y addresses. 

Moreover, objectives of the research, sco pe and limitatio n of the s tud y are a lso d isc ussed in this 

chapter. 

1.1 Background of the Study 

Despite the fuct Ethiop ia has bee n o n a bump ing socia~ eco no mic, and po litica l road, the nat ion 

is trying to make this road smoother. Now Ethiopia has the fastest growing econo my in Afi'ica 

with a growth rate that is higher than the average. Though the country has reg iste red a high level 

of economic growth, it is fuc ing challenges chan neling the eco no mic growth towa rds meeting its 

deve lopment needs (Barrow & Mwanakatwe, 20 10). 

It is known that the PORE governme nt has adopted a democratic developmental state model of 

governance. The cou ntry's ma in agenda is red ucing poverty as it is indicated in the Growth and 

Tra nsformation Plan (GTP) document for 20 10/11-2014115, wh ich is the gro und lOr the 

country's development policies and strategies (Ministry of Finance and Economy, 20 I 0). 

In the GTP doc ument, it is c lear ly stated that huge reso urces and co mmitments are requ ired fo r 

the implementation of the plan. In order to ac hieve these req uire me nts, effect ive public 

p3ltic ipat ion in impleme ntin g and monitoring the plan as well as etfective usage of the public's 

and private sec tors' ava ilab le capac it ies is vital. Acquiring the public 's awa reness and 

participatio n is thus co ns idered esse ntia l. " It is o nly when every c itize n makes a co ncelteci effOlt 

w ith commitment, a nd se nse of urge ncy to disc harge hisl he r own respo ns ib ili ty, that the 

effective implementation ofGTP can be rea lized" (Min istry of Finance a nd Eco nomy, 20 10, p. 

ViO· 

Informing the public at large (private sector, non-government organization and the genera l 

pub lic) about the plan a nd the process of deve lopment projects as we ll as mo tivat in g them to take 

an acti ve role in the development process has also bee n pointed out as vita l fu r the 

implementat ion and effectiveness of the GTP. 
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In order to ach ieve pa rtic ipat io n and motivatio n of th e pub lic at large, the government has 

ind ica ted a co mmunication s tra te gic plan in the GTP which is ma inly concerned with co nducting 

an etrective communication work. 

In add itio n, c urrent in format ion w ill be effective ly co mmunicated to the public 

such tha t the public in turn becomes even more mot iva ted lOr greater pa ltic ipation 

and engage me nt in the deve lopment and governance process e nvisaged in GTP ... 

The strateg ic direction foc us the refore o n building natio nal co nse nsus and thereby 

also o n strengthening public participatio n in the development and governance 

process, and o n improving the image of the co untry (M in istry of F inance a nd 

Economy, 20 I 0, p. 108). 

Moreover, ensuring rena issa nce of Ethiopia and facil itat ing an env ironment that w ill enab le the 

pub lic to active ly participate and to be aware of the vis io n of the country are part o f the plans of 

the GTP, and people's invo lve me nt is cons ide red very esse ntial fo r the above strategy to be 

imple mented. 

In add itio n to this, the co nte mpora ry Ethiop ia n government media ins titutio ns have also adopted 

deve lop ment jo urna lism model to he lp the imple mentatio n of the deve lopment pla n. 

Skjerdal (20 11 ) affi rms this by say in g "The Ethiop ian state media have recently made 

development journalism a key concept in officia l policy documents". 

At a t ime when media effect has grown to a greater exte nt than eve r before, mass communicatio n 

has increas ingly beco me centra l in every aspect of huma n life. The power 0 ft he electronic med ia 

suppo rted by adva nced comp uter a nd sa te llite tec hno logies has give n the med ia a cruc ia l place in 

the polit ica l, eco no mic and soc io-cu ltural ac tivitie s of society. Especially in the deve loping 

world w here the majority ofthe cit ize ns face soc ioeconomic hard ships, the med ia has lo ng been 

recogn ized as the ca talysts and in it iator o f change. No netheless this could be appropriate ly 

applicab le in a democratic political setting where gove rnme nt power emanates fl'Om the people 

(Negeri, 20 12). 

Resea rchers who ha ve examined deve lopment jo urnalism in Ethiopia, na me ly Skjerda l (20 11 ), 

Neger i (20 12) and Deressa (201 2) asse rt that even though deve lop me nt journa lism practice is 

good fo r the prese nt Ethiopia, it has un fo ltuna te ly o nly been crafted at the po licy document leve l 

2 



and not practiced proper ly. There fore, the researc her bel ieves that mo re research sho uld be done 

on how med ia ca n he lp the deve lop ment process in the Ethiopian polit ica~ econo mic a nd soc ia l 

context. The content of the progra ms s hou ld a lso be studied in order to make sure it is prese nted 

as it sho uld be and include what it takes to make the program fru itfu l. On this bas is, th is study 

will ana lyze how Ethiopian Broadcasting Corporate (EBC) reports development news in its 

prime time Amharic news. 

1.2 Statement ofthe problem 

Ethiopia is now in deve lopment reviva l era. This has not gone unnoticed by the Wor ld Bank 

(20 14), wh ich points o ut that Eth iop ia's GOP has rema ined high, and its growth and 

transfo rmat ion p Ian has ach ieved a high s ingle-d igit growt h rate through governme nt- led 

infi·astruct ure expansion and commercial agricult ure development. 

Moreover, the co untry's sus tainab le deve lopment has a lso noticea bly improved, wh ic h co uld be 

proven by the impleme ntat io n of success ive p lans over the yea rs. The necess ity of pr imarily 

foc us in g on soc ia l and eco no mic development and improv ing integration of the env ironment has 

also been underl ined as the economy began to grow fuster(EPA 20 12). However the re is a lot to 

be done of many iss ues like improving the country's pe r capita inco me which is one of the 

lowest in the world accordulg to the World Bank (20 14). 

The GTP document recogn izes that susta inable deve lopment in Ethiopia can only be ac hie ved if 

development is pw·sued in soc ia~ economic and e nvironmenta l areas. The Eth iop ian government 

believes the involvement of soc ie ty is vital for the success of the development p la ns. In order to 

fuci li tate the involvement of society, one of the tools the co untry uses is its med ia. Accordingly, 

the country adopted deve lop me nt journalism to promote development, good governa nce and 

democracy. 

T he Ethiop ian po licy docu ment EPA (2008) is very detailed. And the ma in fra me wo rk fo r 

Ethiop ian deve lopme nt journa li sm pol icy is econo mic pove lt y. A lso in orde r to extr ica te the 

peop le and the natio n fi·om backwardness and poverty a nd to co nvey iJos it ive va lues of 

deve lopment and de mocracy, the Ethiop ia n po licy document e mpowers the public's pmticipat io n 

thro ugh media ; a nd e nco urages the journal ist to be a more explanato ry repo lter ra ther than just 

an echo of development plans. 
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[n the discussion that was held between the fo rmer Ministry of! nformation and Communication, 

Bereket Simion (20 13) and AAU's School of Jow'nalism and Communication graduate students 

and instructors, the minister sa id that altho ugh there might be few problems associated with the 

newness of development journalis m, government media is practicing it in accordance to the 

soc ia~ political and economic scenario of the country. 

Banda (2006) also states that deve lop ment jou rnalis m is jo urna lism in which a journalist is an 

independent and critica l examiner of deve lop ment po lic ies, p lans and works and their 

applicabi lity in the socia~ economic and political scenario of the nation, based on reaso nable and 

independent criteria . Motivating the pub lic to actively participate in the development processes 

and secw'ing the public 's interest are the main tasks of development journalism. Fwthe rmore, the 

credibility of the media, fi'eedom of express io n and the intere st of the people on the media are 

also important to the success of deve lopment journalism. 

However, in his work ent itled ' De ve lopmen t Jow'nalism Revived in the Case of Et hiopia ' , 

Skjerda I (20 I I) emp loyed in-depth interview wit h reporters and ed itors fi·o m three state med ia 

institutions: EBC, The Ethiopian Herald (Eng lish-language daily), and Eth iopian News Agency 

(ENA), and analyzed the Ethiopian media po licy document on development journalism in light 

of development model. H is find ings show even though a 11 the journa lists thai. were interv iewed 

in the research were well aware of the me aning and the impOltance of development journalism 

and its fi'amework, they do not use the pr inc iple of developme nt jo urnalism in the ir report. He 

concluded that a ltho ugh there is a good policy document o n development journalism in Ethiopia 

it is not yet practiced as it is supposed to be due to ambiguity of its concept and practice, po litical 

inclinatio n of the state media; and lack ofpalticipation by the public. 

[n his other work, Skjerda l (20 10) added that there is se lf- censorship in Ethiopia n governme nt 

media, and the response of the journalists for restr ict ing themse lves in repOlting is real' of los ing 

their job 01' other types of punishme nt, but no ne of the jou rnalist have experienced direc t threat 

fi'om the government so far. 

Based on information obtained through various data collection tools from difthe ntjournalists in 

both pr ivate and government media institutions, Negeri's (20 12) study also indicates that 

journalists in Ethiopia experience government influence. In his study, most journalists especially 
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those trom go vernment media sa id they neve r covered stories critical of governme nt polic ies 

actions and leaders because of the press ure fi'o m the gove rnment. On the basis of his findin gs, 

Negeri conc luded that the influe nce of gove rnment o n jo urna lis ts and poor eco nomy may 

beco me a big obstac le for us ing the media fo r facilitating development a nd democrac y in the 

countly. 

The co mmon the me o f these researches shows that deve lopme nt jo urnalism is suitable for a 

country like Eth iopia, but that it is not practiced the way it sho uld be mainly because of po litical 

press ure; and they foc us o n the limita tio n that ca n aftect its pract ice (deve lopment journa lism 

reporting). 

Howe ver, the methods Negeri (2012) and Skjerda l (20 11 ) used are ma inly ques t ionnai res, 

interview and assess ment of offic ia l documents. The foc us of the ir studies is not finding the gaps 

in any of the programs; ra ther it is on the gaps in the process of practic ing deve lopment 

journa lism. They stud ied the iss ue ma inly fi'om the po int 0 f v iew 0 f the journa lists and offic ia I 

documents. They have not a nalyzed w hat the last o utput of the reporting (the last material) looks 

like when they conclude that deve lopment journalism is not practiced in the country. 

In addition to the above studies, Deressa (2012) exa mined how the fo rma l Ethiopian Televis io n, 

now Ethiopian Broadcasting Corporate, Amha ric news fi'amed rural development iss ues. In his 

th es is e ntitled 'Framing of Development Iss ues in the Ethiopian Te lev isio n', he used framing 

theory mainly as a theoretical framework and content analys is as a principal method to analyze 

his data. 

The researcher believes thou gh stud ying the process in the implementatio n of deve lopment 

journalism from the journalist's pe rspective has undisputable use to see its pract ice, the media 

content sho uld also be studied to see how the last o utput of the process looks like, i. e., whether 

the programs ' content have the cha racte ris tics o f the k ind of jo urnalism mode l the media 

organizatio n c la uns to practice as well as the gaps on the news presentation. 

The researcher a lso believes that studying the news fi'ame o n a s ing le deve lopme nt issue is not 

enough to understand the end result of the genera l development reporting and practice. 
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Therefore, through co ntent a nalysis, this stud y attempts to examine the last o utput of the 

repOit ing process- the news in Ethiopian Broadcasting Corpora te prime time Amharic news 

program. 

T his stat io n is intentio nally se lec ted because Ethiop ia n Broadcasting Corporate is the only 

telev is io n station w ith a broade r coverage of popu lation and geographica l area. Even though 

te lev is io n is the yo ungest mass med ia in Ethiopia, its popular ity is growing higher. Mo reover, 

EBC c la ims to practice development journa lism. Other te lev is io n statio ns are c ity o r reg ional and 

are not comparable to ESC of their coverage and other operational system they . fo llow. 

1.3 Objective of the Study 

1.3.1. General Objective: 

The ge nera l objective of this stud y is to analyze EBC 's pr ime time development news a nd if it is 

found necessary to s uggest poss ible ways to improve developme nt news reporting and 

presentation. 

1.3.2 Specific Objectives 

The spec ific objectives of the study are to : 

• Stud y the content of the news and find o ut whethe r the news are de ve lop ment 

news or not in view of development joumalism prulcipies 

• FUld out the approach EBC uses in repo rtulg development news 

• Assess the limitatio n of development news repOiting and presentation 

1.4. Research Questions 

To meet the set objectives, the study intend s to answer the fo llow in g basic questions 

• How is EBC' s development news desc ribed in view of the princ iple of 

development journalism? 

• What kind of approach does EBC use in reporting development news? 

• What are the limitat ions of EBC's deve lopment news reiJOiting? 

6 



1.5 Scope of the study 

This study focused only on analyzing EBC' s Amharic prime ti me news regarding development 

issues during the time period of November 13 th
, 20 13 up to Apri l 10th

, 2014. The study assessed 

the news only to see if they are development news or not, the approach EBC uses in reporting 

development news and the limitations of development news reporting in I ight of development 

journalism principles. In addition to thi s, the study was confined to study only the last process of 

the news, other factors that may affect the news are not included. 

1.6. Limitations of the Study 

Due to ti me constraint, the research area of the study was limited to only Ethiopian Broadcasting 

Corporate news. Particularly, had it not been for ti me constraint, the research would have 

covered other segments such as programs and documentaries in relation to developments issues 

and see how the media practice development journalism by its other formats. 

Also it was difficult to access the data that was aired for a long period of time because the 

Ethiopian Broadcast Agency keeps data only fo r maximum of six month. Thus because of these 

constraints, the study is confined to six months of news. 
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Chapter Two: Review of Related Literature 

This part dea ls with a prese ntat io n of different theore tica l framework s and a co nceptual 

framework, different sc holar's discussio n on deve lopment journalism evo lveme nt, deve lopment 

journa lism a nd deve lopme nt journa lism news characterist ics, development in ge neral and 

Ethiopia's development notion, and televis io n news for develop me nt. The major co ncepts and 

characteristics of developme nt jo urna lism on which this research is based have been disc ussed 

below. 

2.1 Television News for development 

Journa lism is a broad phe no meno n that has the ge neral obj ectives o f infOrming, e ntertaining, 

educating, a nd mobilizing people, and it uses ma ny ways to accomplish these goals. Among 

these many ways, news is o ne of its early and paramount reature that is used to inform, to frame 

and to set up the most important iss ues. As Kovach and Rosenst iel (2007) say, news journa lism 

is a matter of intellectua l endeavor, scho larship and critique, and fidelity to a truth de manding 

sc ience. It narrates the social, cul tural a nd econo mic story of the prese nt. For Gans (2003), news 

is captur ing a huma n interest story, findin g its deta il . s ummariz in g it and transmitting it to the 

audience in a way that can be eas ily captured. Presto n (2008) says that beginning fro m the t ime 

whe n there was a sma ll a nd s imp le soc ieta l structure a nd iss ues until this co mple x and larger 

society, news has been playing a vita l ro le in ma intai ning and sustauling community's life . 

According to Patricia (2000), the current era is the era of te lev is ion. For most urban peop le it is 

the closest med ia o f a II and, it is a tech no logy that enterta ins as we II as serves as a very important 

channel of delivering news and mfu rmation. 

When C hapman a nd K insey (2008) explain abo ut the power tele vis io n news has over peop le, 

the y say life has a huge before and after difference w ith in the soc ie ty a fter the televis io n was 

invented. The informatio n peo ple receive make the m to see and understand their enviro nme nt in 

a different and bette r way. And whe n they back up their argument w ith exa mple, they say the 

American c ivil rights movement would not have existed witho ut te levis io n coverage. 
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Televis ion is all media at once . As Bryant and Z illmann (2002) say, it is d ifferent from other 

mass media except web media because it is des igned lOr a ll kinds of people. Since it is a 

comb ination of picture and sound i.e . aud io visua l, wit h more sophis ticated futures, it has the 

benefit of being a more appropriate cha nnel of rece iving the news for the larger mass of the 

society. In other words, physical disab il ity or literacy leve l does not ho ld back peop le to 

understa nd the news message. Therefo re, tho ugh worldwide things are changing rapidly, 

television is the most popular and highly used news channe l among urban people so far. 

Eyo h ( 1987) also co nfirms that the power of television news is unquestionab le . In the third 

world, it can be used to acce lerate the development process, contribute to .the integration of 

society and provide means of preserving trad itions and cultures. However, in the th ird wor ld 

televisio n is not as highly used in its fu ll potential for development as in developed countr ies due 

to socia~ and most important ly politica l and economic co nstraints. 

Bryant and Z illmann (2002) also confirm the power television news has on people. They say, 

when compared to othe r programs, news is most li kely less co mmercialized, more impo rta nt to 

peop le's daily li fe and not defin ite ly a fiction, which in turn makes it more believab le by the 

aud ience. Many researches in d iffere nt time a nd places proved that people understa nd the 

importance of an issue based o n how the news med ia emphasize o n the issue. The news med ia 

may not direct ly influence what people think, but it is stunningly s uc cessful in telling them what 

to think abo ut. Co hen ( 1963) also confirms this by pointing o ut that news has a higher tendency 

to set the agenda for public thought a nd discussio n. Thus development stories in the news will 

get more attentio n and get people to co nverse o n an iss ue, a nd give them the privi lege of 

knowled ge on development issues wh ich will create a se nse of belongingness as we ll as 

responsibility. 

Accord ing to Thompson (2005), te levision news makes e normous impact because of its unique 

and additional feat ures of te lling story with images and pictures. One of television's powers 

come fi·om its high advantage o f de livering the news clearly than a ny othe r med ia. These are: 

Grap hics, charts, the anchor's voice and way of express io n, animations and of course a video 

image (Fang, 199 1). 

9 



In addition to this, Chapma n and K insey (2008) said its ease, and live ly wa y of te lling a story 

together with its features has an im mediate impac t that is tempora l and specific o n peop le, 

therefore these give te levis io n news an extra power. In a news agency where they adopt 

development journa lism, the informat io n can be understood easi ly and profo undly. Beca use the 

public do not o nly hea r o r read abo ut the development event, project process a nd a detail 

deve lopment repolt but also see and be assured by the inlOrmationfi·om the source. 

Howeve r, to achieve this, te levisio n news sho uld be wri tten d ifferent ly, harmo nized wit h words 

and its other actua lities. Boyd (200 1) sa id that while writing for broadcast, a journalis t should 

picture him/ herself as if he /she is o n a bar te ll ing the sa me story to a friend. Televis ion news 

should be presented in a way that seems a conversation. S imple co nversa tiona l languages that 

wou ld be inappropriate in written news can be used, because in te lev isio n the y can make sure 

the y so und as they wa nt the word s so und because the anc hors have vo ice, tone, and pictures to 

back up the ir express io n to have the intended meaning. This wi ll he lp to ga in the audie nce's 

attent io n, and to co mmunica te better. A lso the anchor's to ne a nd the vis ual effect (graph ics) can 

add extra color a nd he lp the journalis t to present the news in a more interest in g, eas ily 

co mprehensib le and sophist icated way. To create a fi·i endly co nversatio n th at is backed up by 

graphics, images, and voice to mobilize the public to participate is more effective and c lear. 

Development te levis io n news can show the aud ience the process and the event which in turn 

makes them as if they are part of it. Thompso n (2005) there fore, noted telev is ion is the most 

powerful media, a nd this power comes fi·om the effective combination of its aud io and visual 

power. 

Howeve r, te levis io n happens to have its own drawbacks as we ll. According to Boyd (200 1), the 

drawback of telev is ion news is, unlike newspaper reader, the a udience of broad cast cannot re­

read the news as much as he/she wa nts to, and have a sholt attent io n span so the journalis t has 

one chance to deliver the news and to make sure the a ud ience go t the bigger picture. The 

television a ud ie nces do not have the access to rewind the news and wa tch aga in , so it seeks more 

attention of people a nd time spec ific presence. This c reates some d iffic ulties espec ia lly in most 

deve lopment stories where there ca n be jargons, numerica l data and the story has to do w ith 

mo re than just to info rm. However, journa lists can overcome this by writing the s tory eas ily so 
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that a ll c lass of people can understand it. They can use exa mples, metaphors, and all k ind s of its 

graphic feat ures to s impli fY the story and de liver the intended meaning w ithout making the 

audience wo nde r about the meaning of any se ntence or a ny word or the ne ws in genera l. A ll the 

words in the news must be clear and unders tandab le right away by all kind of audie nces. In 

development stories, the journalist must break down the information in to a c lear a nd e ngaging 

message. 

Boyd a lso gave emphasis o n how much c liche ca n affec t the news power to be inte rest ing and to 

succeed giving the bigger picture of the news a nd make the most s ignifica nt item so und trite. 

Things that need emphasis sho uld be prese nted in teresting ly to avo id this. Matters that need 

expelt's ins ight needs to be explained in a s imp le wa y without the jargons so tha t an ordinary 

audience can understand it. 

Boyd a lso added that expressing an event or a story us ing words, events or objects that are 

a lready famil ia r and easy by the people can he lp to make the jargon, statist ical data eas ily 

understood and g ive the exact or the approx imate intended message of th e story eas ily and 

c learly as we ll as make the story interest ing. Therefo re, s ince the objec tive o f deve lop ment news 

is to inform the public and he lp the gove rnment to bring deve lop me nt and mob ilize the public to 

palticipate in the process, they have to make sure all the stories, wo rds, images and other 

actualit ies have c lear meanulg and can be understood by all. 
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2.2 TheoreticalF.-ameworkofthe Study 

In this part the theoret ica l fi'ameworks of the stud y are discussed. But be fore going to the 

th eoretical frameworks the conceptual fi'a meworks of the stud y which is developme nt and 

co mmunication and the notion of deve lopment in ge ne ra l a nd in the country's pe rspective is 

discussed. 

2.2.1 Development and communication 

Us ing co mmunicatio n for ' deve lopme nt' started after World War II and during the co ld war. 

During this time, the US and other industrialized nat io ns like Ca nada, France, Germany, Great 

Britain, Japan, and the Nordic countries were trying to fi ght for induc ing democracy and against 

commun ism in the name of helping the third world to develop. The main agenda they portrayed 

was he lping the underdeveloped to grow through their adva nced technolo gy and deve loped 

industrial syste m and they use communicat ion (mass media) primarily radio in order to immerse 

this idea in to the thu'd world Mcphail (2009). 

During this time, development was meas ured o n the sca le of those developed countr ies. Scholars 

ca lled this notion of development the ' do minant paradigm'. Accord ing to (Melko te 1991 , p.38 

c ited in Banda 20 10), the notion of deve lopment was taken as fulfilled o nly when these under 

developed countries bear a resemb lance to Western industrial natio n of political a nd eco no mic 

behavior and inst itutio nal attitudes towards tec hno lo gy and innovatio n, and soc ial and psychic 

mobility. 

T he communication practice that acco mpa nied the development effOlts refiected the ge neral 

orientatio n which was : economic modernization was defined by having a technology that was 

used by the developed na tio ns, how muc h those developed countries' material are owned and 

used by underdeveloped nations, and po litica l stability inc lud ing the kind of politics the 

developed countries fo 1I0w. And mass med ia was used to attempt a nd pers uade the peop Ie in the 

third world to adopt the modern attitudes, and techno log ies; in ge neral the above crite ria's of 

deve lop ment were w hat were deli ve red to the Third World as a so lution to poverty (Gomez, 

2009). Also as it is noted by Banda, (Me lkote I991 , p.24-29), the assumptio n was interaction 

betwee n literac y and mass med ia can make people in Third World countrie s break out of the 
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bond s 0 f trad itio na lis m and adopt modern izing va lues and practices .and the (ned ias job was to 

create an interest a nd pers uade the people to fo llow the advanced ideas by deve loped cou ntries 

and the anticipat io n on the medias influe ntia l power at th is period was full. 

Criticisms started to appear o n this notion of develop ment and co mmunicat io n. T he first 

critic is m is o n how this approac h is o ne-way modernizat io n approac h. Which means the flow of 

informatio n is o nly fiom deve loped cou ntries to the th ird wo rld , a nd this idea o f conv incing the 

pub lic to 10 llow the exact rep lica 0 ft he deve loped co untr ies road d id no t co nsider the ind ige no us 

kno w led ge and the natio n's s ituatio n as we ll as historica l, soc ia l and politica l backgro und. T he 

other crit icism was o n how it is a c ultura l imperia lism rathe r tha n a d evelop ment p lan; th is 

cu ltura l expans io n of those de veloped co untries see ms to benefit themse lves rather tha n those 

who were s upposed to be he lped. T hus, this made the third world co untries to be afi'aid of losing 

the ll' ident ity and be s uspicio us of the appl icability of the process. T hese c ritics lead to paradigm 

shift in development and communication theOlY Gomez (2009) and Mcphail (2009). 

Based of the above cr itic ism, dependency parad igm ca me fi'om the newly independent nations of 

th e Third wor ld. T his paradigm has the idea of independent a nd se lf-determin atio n ideology of 

eco nomy, politics, and cu lture fo r development. And the y a lso argue o n the ro le of the med ia to 

be indepe ndent fi'o m the deve loped country's va lue a nd c ultLU'e (Ba nda, 20 10). According to 

MlIIthy (2006), and Servaes ( 1996), the most difficult obstac les 101' deve lopme nt come from 

externa l nat io ns, thus it is necessa ry for a partic ular co untry to d issoc iate itself from the world 

market a nd s trive fo r self- re lia nce and this is bas ica lly what the notio n of dependenc y paradigm 

is abo ut. A lso as Dos Santos ( 1970) c ited in Ma likhao & Servaes, (2002) says w hen co untries are 

dependent on eac h othe r, the one deve lopment is indispensable for the other deve lop ment, and 

these cou ld affect the countries negative ly or posit ive ly. A nd in the case w here the developed 

country's economy was expa nding, and where the y are highly adva nced in techno logy, the 

ind epe nde ncy of the two worlds causes the deve loping co untries to be both backward and 

exp lo ited. Thus 'co untries s hould dete rmine the ir own development' was the notio n of th is 

parad igm. 

Howeve r, th is parad igm turns out to be hard to be practiced s ince it is diffic ult to be 

disassociated fi'om the world market a nd ac hieve se lf-re liance both eco no mica lly and cu ltura lly 

at this time w here the interdepe nd ency of the nation is highly growing (Ma li khao & Servaes, 
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2002). Also as Se rvaes (2002) states no country or co mmunity can function com plete ly 

autonomo us ly and can be complete ly self-sufficient, nor are there any natio ns whose 

development is exc lusively determ ined by e>.'te rnal factors. Every society is dependent in one 

way or another. 

From the criticism of the two paradigms, pa lticular ly that of the dependency approac h, a new 

viewpoint o n deve lopment a nd soc ia l change has come to the forefront, that is, multiplicity 

paradigm, where the local's indigenous know ledge, the applicability of the p lan in that society, 

and s ituat ion sta lted to be taken into cons iderat io n w hile adoptin g a new deve lop ment idea fi'om 

outside so urce. The main not ion of this paradigm is-there is no such th ing as a single 

development goa l. Development is d ifferent fOr each soc iety and interdependent and in ord er to 

develop, a country sho uld work on multi-d imensional issues in accordance w ith the soc iety' s 

needs of that palticular co untry. This idea is contrary to the modern izatio n theory's idea ofa 

single concept of development which is eco nomic deve lopment, and fi'om independency 

paradigm's idea of avo iding any outside notion. 

The palt icipatory paradigm that incorporate s the concepts in the emergin g framework of 

mu ltip licity/another development; that s tresses the importance of ind igenous knowledge of the 

loca ls and democrat ization and participation at a ll leve ls came (Servaes, 2007) . As (World Bank, 

1973 cited in Gomez, 2009, p.6), when the pres ident of the World Bank de livered a speech in 

Na irob i in 1973, he argued that problems cannot be treated out of the ir context. Thus follow ing 

multid isc iplinary and participatory approach is vita l in ord e r to atta in a ho li st ic deve lopment 

through communication. 

After stud y ing theor ies in polit ica l sc ience, socio cult ural sc iences, communicatio n, development 

and development co mm un ication, sc ho lars co nclude for development com'mun ication to be 

aud ience o riented (Gomez, 2009). Thus the med ia sho uld p Ian its deve lopme nt communication 

stra tegy acco rd ing to the peop le, because their identity, background knowledge a ffects the med ia 

effect and more important ly media must be a udience oriented and partic ipato ry. As Banda 

(2010), (cited Habermas 1974), in deve lopment communication, dialogue should be more 

receive r-centered and more co nsc ious of soc ial s tructure. The receiver's background know ledge, 

att itude and judgment on w hat have been se rved to him/ her has a great impact o n the 

app licabi lity of the informat ion given. Inducing the world v iew of the elites and then perceiv ing 
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thell- problems and needs of the elite-dominated rat io nality co uld no t bring any yield that can 

bring deve lop ment change. So a new dialogical peda gogy in whic h the receiver wo uld be 

li berated fi·om the press ure of thinking li ke someone e lse, and penetrate the ideologica l mist 

imposed by the elites and perce ive the realit ies of his/her existence came. 

2.2.2 Understanding Development 

The need of humans for improvement is what drives the wo rld to where it is now, and it will 

never stop. The need for easy, s ufficient and better life, technology, fi·eedom, etc. w ill always 

continue. Moemeka ( 1989) defines deve lopment as en hanc in g, and securing a better and qua lity 

life . However a ll people have diffe re nt terms a nd va lues for what they call development. For 

Be llu , (2011) development in general terms mea ns a proce ss orla nd sometimes an event, 

discovery or a decis ion that brings a desirab le pos itive change. In a society or in a socio­

economic syste m, it mea ns up grading the syste m pa ltia lly or fully . Th is can be implemented by a 

celtain body, for example, the government's deliberate po licy and p lan to attain enhanceme nts. 

Development should not be determined in one dimens ion. Development process should invo lve 

major improvements in social s tructlu·e, people 's att itud e, nationa l institutions, economic gro wth, 

reduction of ineq uality and the rcduction of abso lute poverty Negeri (20 13). 

Also Chenery and Srinivasa n ( 1988) highly g ive em phas is on how economic growth does not 

necessarily imply growth. First eco nom ic growth is concerned o nly in GNP per head, and it 

leaves out the quest ion of distribut io n o f that GNP amo ng the pop ulat ion. Bes ide the GNP s hows 

only tho se that are in the market. And this does not show the statues of other many deve lopment 

progress that do not have a price tag. Even ifthere is a market the GNP evaluation is influenced 

by the commodities in the market, and this does not rea lly s how the genera l public's s ituation 

growth. And the income of each perso n in a year w ill be left o ut. Thus to see the individual 

growth the public have, it is important to see it in a different specific and detai led way. Finally 

they say that GN P tells only the amount 0 f means 0 f we II-be ing that peop Ie ha ve, not whether the 

people involved are s ucceeding o ut o f these mea ns. Therefore the assessment of de velopment 

cmmot be a matter of only quantificat io n. 
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In additio n, accordi ng to So ubbot ina (2004), even though eco no mic growth increases a nation' s 

tota l wea lth, and enhances its potential fo r red uc in g poverty and so lv ing ot he r social problems, 

history offe rs a number of exa mp les where economic growth was not fo llowed by s imilar 

progress in human development. Thus other development should be considered ' equally. 

As Negeri (2013) quoted Melkote (200 1), deve lopme nt is enhanc ing the soc ie ty' s li fe sta ndard. 

This means acco rding to Thomas (2000) defeat ing econo mic poverty, polit ica l oppress io n, 

ill iteracy, illness, li v ing condit ion, e mpowerment of the ge neral pub lic and the ach ie veme nt of 

development goa ls of that soc iety in pa.ticular. In additio n to these Negeri (20 13) s imilarly sees 

deve lop ment not o nly as econom ic growth but also as grea t human dignity, secu rity, fair 

jud gme nt, equa lity. Therefore he underlines, deve lopment sho uld sta nd for the ent ire nat io n's, 

soc iety's and individual's, d ivers basic needs and des ires as we ll as for the sys tem they live 

within, and for the advancement ofsituations of material and spiritual. 

A s ingle and future incons iderate development is like building o ne part of an a ir p la ne, or 

bui ld ing it with a lim ited fue I and expecting it to fl y or expecting it to fl y fo r a lo ng time. I t needs 

to be ho listic and s usta inable in o rder to ge t the ge ne ral goa l. According to Harris (2000) there is 

no deve lopment if it does no t sustain to the future and sec ure the future. Belli. (2011) sa id the 

concept of 'susta inab le deve lopmcnl' was first introduced by Brundt land ( 1987), who defines 

development as "susta inab le", which means fu lfilling the needs of the present, while making sure 

the prese nt is not atrecti ng the future ge neratio ns to fu lfi ll the ir own needs . Sustainable 

development implies using exhaust ible reso urces by cons iderin g the future, or at least, us ing the 

reve nues fi'om the reso urces to create a co nstant flow of inco me that w ill pass to ge neratio ns, a nd 

avo idulg an appropriate use of renewable resources. 

According to Centre for Environme nt Educat io n (CEE) (2007), developme nt mainly invo lves 

two th ings: continuous growth, and human and e nvironmenta I we IIbe in g. Hard i and Zda n (1997) 

disclls s ll sta inable development as: the interdependencyof people, the s urro unding wor ld and the 

coming ge neration. It is a success that sta ys for a very long t ime w ithout affecting anyo ne now or 

a generatio n that will come. 

S im i lar ly, Soubbot ina (2004) de fines de ve lop me nt in a broader se nse as a h uma n deve lop ment 

that integrates indi vidual hea lth, economic, soc ial, po litical, a nd huma n r ights ac hieveme nt in a ll 
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aspects. For Bay ley and Strange (2008), deve lopment is a lso ho listic and s ustainable. It is 

developing in a way that benefits the w idest poss ible range of sectors, and even betwee n 

generations. Deve lopment is thinking wid er ot her than our se lf because each actio n has an 

impact elsewhere and our actions w ill ha ve an impact o n the future. He added it is the need to 

cons ider three pillars together: society, the eco no my and the env iro nment. Soubbotina (2004) 

also confirmed that only development that mana ges to balance these three gro ups of object ives 

can be susta ined for lo ng. For Elliott (2002), deve lopment must be s usta inable over time and 

provide better quality li te for everyone now and in the filture. 

When Negeri explains development in Ethiop ia co ntext, he says, III Eth iopia deve lop ment is 

considered as the empowerment ofpeop le, red uct io n of poverty, wag ing aga inst inequality, and 

ens uring democracy wh ich is a process that highly needs politica l freedom, sustainab ility and 

good governance in order to be achieved. 

As it is clearly mentioned in the Ethiop ian Growth and Transfo rmation plan document (GTB) 

(2010), Poverty red uction is the core objective of the Eth iopian gove rnment. Econo mic growth is 

the principa l, but not the only mea ns to this objective. Also M inis try of Finance and Eco nomic 

Development (MoFED) (2010) states Ethiopia 's lo ng-te rm deve lop ment vision is to become a 

co untry where democratic rule, good-governance and soc ia l justice re igns, upon the in vo lvement 

and fi·ee w ill of its peoples; and once extricating itself fro m poverty and beco mes a middle­

income economy. 

2.2.2.1 Dimensions of development 

Though every co untry has differe nt needs and deve lopment goa ls, there are so me co mlmn 

development goa ls that are sought to be achieved in developing countr ies. And th is part of the 

discussion relates these goals with the Ethiopian perspective. 

Economic Development 

The first one is economic development. Though we need to integrate it with other de ve lopments 

fo r a sustainable and holi st ic development ach ievement, eco nomic development is a vita l too l for 

mo st developments implementatio n and a power so urce fOr countr ies . A s it is stated by Negeri 

(2012), in all kinds of political sys tem leade r's major pr ior ity is economic development. And 

most sc holars meas ure eco no mic deve lopment of eco nomic growth (its GDP). He a lso de fined 
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economic deve lopme nt as ra is in g soc iety 's product ive capac ity of ra is in g technologica l capacity, 

and orga nizationa l capacities as we ll as the society's sk ill to use these capacities. Be llu (20 II ) 

sees eco no mic deve lopment as improv ing the way reso urces and services are used to ge nerate 

additional ingesting, and l or investment, reso urces and ideas that can yie ld a better li fe for the 

society a nd the co untry in ge neral. For Harris (2000) eco no mic deve lopment is an econo mica lly 

sustainab le syste m that able to produce goods a nd services on a co ntinuing bas is, to maintain 

manageable levels of government and externa l debt, and to avo id extreme sectoria l imba lances 

which damage agricultural or industria l production. 

In addition to these, A lle n (2000) po ints o ut that it is creating a scenario that enable people to 

produce a better quality and quantity goods, in a mo re effec ti ve and we ll o rganize system. 

According to the Ethiopia's GTP fo r five years (20 10/ 11-20 12/ 15) Ethiopia 's vision specifically 

on economic sector is : 

Bu ild ing a n economy which has mode rn and producti ve agric ultural sector with 

enhanced technology and industria l sector tha t plays a leading ro le in the 

economy, sustainin g eco nomic develop me nt and securing soc ial j ustice and 

increas ing per capita income o f the c it ize ns so as to reac h the leve l o f tho se in 

middle - income countries (MoFED, 20 I 0, p.21). 

This doc ument a lso shows that agric ulture w ill be the major driver of econo mic gro wt h fo llowed 

by industria l sector. More over sustain in g rapid and equitable growth is centra l to GTP. Growt hs 

that will he lp expand employme nt and income, eventuall y eradicating poverty. 

Environme ntal Dcvelopmcnt 

A society or individuals ca n not enJoy w hatever they have and develop without a good 

environment. As CEE (2007) c learly stated witho ut environmenta l growth economic growt h may 

ensure a better standard of living, but it does not necessarily lead to a better quality li re. 

Environment affects human being's da y to day and future life both direc tly and indirectly. Negeri 

(201 2) says physica l enviro nment is a key for the society'S overall developme nt. He a lso said it 

is important to take a caution on other develo pments act ivities not to affect development process 

by affecting the env ironment. For exa mple the waste tha t co mes o ut of indus tries can cause 

environment pollutio n which wi ll direct ly affect development process by exposing the public for 
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poor health. [n additio n to this, to ac hieve enviro nmenta l develop me nt, over exp loitation of 

environmental reso urce, and promot in g renewable natural reso urces sho uld a lso be ta ken in to 

cons iderat io n. Thus to achieve e nviro nme ntal deve lopment these sho uld be promoted to the 

public to work to ge ther with the policies concerning environment iss ues which advances 

sus ta inable development by fu lfillin g the need of the prese nt wh ile think ing of the fut ure 

ge neration's need. Harris (2000) says an env iro nmenta l sustainable development is making SlU'C 

the reso urce can stay over ge nera tio ns, proper utilization of resources, mak ing s ure there is a 

subst itute fo r the used so urces. Deve lopment cannot be ac hieved w itho ut cons ider ing the 

enviro nment because develop ment requires extens ive use of na tura l reso urces and a ll t he basic 

reso urces requu-ed fo r living come fi'om the Ealth eEE (2007) . 

Ethiopia a ims to ach ieve middle- inco me s tatus by2025 wh ile developing a green economy. Thus 

the governme nt developed a strate gy to build a gree n eco no my. Ethiopia p lan to reaches its 

ambit io us growth targets while keep ing greenho use gas emiss io ns low FORE (Federa l 

Democratic Republic o f Ethiopia) (201 1). "Environmental conservat io n plays a vita l role in 

sustainable development. Building a 'Gree n Eco no my' a nd o ngo ing implementatio n of 

enviro nmenta l laws a re a mo ng the ke y strategic directions to be purs ued dur ing the plan period" 

(GTP, 20 II ). 

Social Development 

Witho ut improving the soc iety, it is hard to practice and maintain other development goals. 

Meanwh ile it is hard to say there is deve lop ment while the soc iety is backwa rd. As Negeri 

(2012) states, development is one of the ma in factor s fo r economic a nd politica l developme nt, 

because most socia l problems affect economic development directly. Thus to succeed in 

attaining economic development, pos itive changes must co me within soc ie ty. These soc ial 

fucto rs that are obstacles for socia l development should be fought, and as he point out these 

problems are: luck of good hea lth care and nutritio n, wh ich w ill affect the working fo rce to be 

less productive, illi terac y, lo w life expectatio n, luck of awareness on the effect of fa st growing 

popu lat ion, poor tra nsportat io n and communication system, low industrial iza tio n, poorly 

organized socia l institut io n and poor social service. 

In additio n to this, Harris (2000) says soc ia lly s ustainable sys tem is ac hie ved when there is 

equ ity, adequate prov is io n o f socia l services inc luding hea lth and ed uca tio n, ge nder equ ity, a nd 
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po litica l acco untabi lity and participation. Simi larly CEE (2007) a lso defines development as 

growth plus eq uity. T h is is the fu Iii IIment of soc ia I justice, eq ua lity of opportunity and access for 

a II the peop Ie in country's prosper ity. Accord ing to Ze nebe Work, (2003) cited by Negeri, soc ia I 

development is attained when there is a secured public, a tole rable envi ronment betwee n 

different groups, gender equa lity a nd fuir justice for a ll , a good public service, low 

unemployment rate, low crime and poverty. 

Improv ing citizen's living standards and deve lop ing their human potent ia l is a key pillar of the 

Ethiopian GTP (2011). [n the five year development program, the co untry, has the goa l to 

produce democratic, effic ient and effect ive, knowledge based, insp ired and innovative citizens 

who can contribute to the rea liza tion of the long term vision of mak ing Ethiop ia into a Middle 

Inco me Economy (MoFED, 20 10). A lso improvi ng people 's health, productivity a nd sk ills is 

taken as a major means to accelerate other develop ment iss ues. The major socia l developments 

that are inc luded in the plan are: qua li ty higher and ad ult education, wide access to good quality 

hea lth care, sare water and sanitation fac ili ties , halting the spread of HIV/AIDS and other key 

infectious disease, improving food security and nutrition, and improv ing housing conditions. 

Political Development 

In a country where there is lack of good go vernance and democracy, deve lopment plan and 

policy and goals can be hardy achieved. As Locksley (2009) said, w itho ut good governance and 

political deve lopment, it is rarely possible to ac hieve major developments goals. Political 

development is a base for all deve lop ment proce ss to be implemented fi'ee ly and peacefully in 

the basis of common understand ing between the governed and the gove rnors. As Negeri (2012) 

said, eve n though political leadersh ip, bureaucratic skill, and the overa ll c ultural mi lieu in the 

country are no n-econo mIc fuctors, they have great influence on the overall deve lopment of 

nation. 

In order for the country to avoid the major problems which are fo und w ithin the pub lie, the 

government must know these existing problems. For that to happen, the public needs to fi 'ee ly 

express their ideas knowing there w ill be no harm on them fi'om the government by express ing 

their own opinion (a free flow of informatio n between the gove rnment and the governed); these 

needs a free democratize country. 
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The more peace and tolerance people have, the better their tendency is to focus o n other 

deve lopment process and to work together. Also when there is a peaceful and free re lat ionship 

between the governed a nd government, the pattern w ill a llow a develop ment po licy and plan to 

be pract iced from head to bottom. For Cunn in gham (2002), democracy is when there is a 

government that allows to be mon ito red by info rming and lett in g the pub lic to equally 

participate, in a ll iss ues. Przeworsk i (2004) defines democracy bas ica lly as a polygona l soc iety, 

in which a ll class of people and gro ups, with d ifferent interest come to fair solution according to 

the low. For Samarasinghe, (1994) de mocracy ex ists onl y when there is freedom of expression, 

freedom of the press, fi'eedom to form and join organ izat io ns - sufficient to e nsure the integrity 

of po lit ical co mpetit ion and participation. Gans (2004), Asp (2007), Stromback, (2005) and Fog 

(20 13) s upport the above idea, and say a practical fi'ee and democratic people is there whe n the 

sovere ignty of the people, the fi'ee exchange of ideas, an informed public, and a fi'ee and 

powerful med ia is there. 

Though democracy can mea n different thin g for different peop Ie, wit h different histor ical and 

pol it ica l c ulture the above cri te ria ha ve to exist in order to have a po litica l de ve lop ment. 

Accord ing to Sa rtor i (1987) q uoted by Samaras inghe, (1994), limiting the sta te role e ntirely in 

developing co untries where they playa key role might not be preferable, however they need to 

come up with a suitable democracy theory that can st ill give democracy to their: citizen. 

Accord ing to Ethiopia's five years Growth and Transformation Plan (2010 / 11 -2014/15) the 

strategic direction is to ensure democratic governance in the country. Good Governance and 

Democratization is one of the plans that are included in the Ethiop ia n GTP (20 10). "The 

government has a plan to build the capac ity of the c ivil service to s trengthen ing key public 

service that support and e nab le democratic inst itutions, improve se rvice delivery in the same 

areas, and continue to strengthen the ongo ing de mocratization process"(p.2 I). Ethiop ia 's vision 

on this iss ue in the five years GTP fOr (20 10/ 11- 20 1411 5) is: "to beco me a country where 

democratic rule, good gove rnance, and soc ial justice reign, upon the invo lve ment and fi 'ee w ill 

of its people and once extract in g itse lf from poverty to reach the level of middle-income 

economy as of2020-2030"(p.21). 
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2.2.3 Participatory Theory 

Afte r the modernizatio n theory or c ultura l imperialism approach that focused o n the e lites 

cha nging and in fl uencing the cult ure and eco nomy of the world, thro ugh top to bottom, one way 

co mmunicatio n approach, the partic ipatory theory came as a d isprova I. Thus palt ic ipatory theory 

fucuses o n individua l's power to cha nge the wo rld ; and in stead of induc ing the e lite's culture and 

deprivulg the others culture, palticipatory theory advocates ulter-cul tura l understanding. 

Accord ing to T ufte & Mefalopu los, (2009) th is theo ry is co nstructed based on a fi'ee and 

inclusive co mmunication fu r development that w ill enab le ord inary c itize ns to define the ir own 

circumstance, state what they need a nd the ir own prob lems, and co me up w ith so lutions to get 

these needs and to overcome the problems. In order to achieve these, two way dia log that wi ll 

res ult multi sources to identify prob lems, and imp lementat io n ofa plan tha t include the publ ic' s 

palt icipation is required. 

FOI' these scho la rs palt ic ipat ion is the involvement oford inary people in a development p lan, and 

process. These involvements of the pub lic could be on a pre-esta blis hed plan that is made by not 

the pub lic but to the public to be in vo lved or it co uld be the ir invo lve ment to plan their future, 

control disc us, take re spons ibi lity, o n development issues that are abo ut them or concern them 

directly or uldirect ly. 

Beca use palticipatory theory focuses o n how the o rdina ry people can affect mass commu nication 

(ho rizonta l co mmunicat ion li ne instead of vel tical), especia lly in the development process of the 

third world, this theory is different fi'om other communicat ion theor ies. This theo ry argues when 

a ll c lasses o f people get eq ua l cha nce to describe a nd express their own deve lopme nt iss ues and 

problems they cons ide r re leva nt (when the pub lic speak for themse lves instead of anot her palty 

speak abo ut them) in the ir own way, se nse of be lo ng in g ness, c ultural identity and trust w ill come 

and these things w ill make the public to paJticipate in their own deve lopment process. To 

ach ieve this, palt ic ipation of the ind ivid ual in the co mmunica tio n process is vital Mcphail 

(2009). 

Likewise as Servaes (2002 c ited Freire 1983, p.76) " In order to s hare informatio n, knowledge, 

trust, com mitment and a right att itude in deve lopment projects, partic ipat ion is-ve ry important in 

any dec is ion-mak ing process for de ve lopment". In add it io n, accord ing to Malikhao and Servaes 
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(2002) every human being has the right to participate and express their opinion co llective ly or 

individua lly. And this r ight should not be g iven to few but for a ll human beings indiv id ua lly and 

co llect ively to speak the ir word. According to Servaes (2002) development is highly lin ked with 

the public's participation and equal distribution ofa stage fur all to define themselves. 

Mcphail 's description of this theory have three bas ic principles: the first is, in order to make 

deve lopment project successfu l, the pub lic should be the so urce of informatio n to se t out their 

own c ircumstance they see and exper ience in their life; second, s ince the general goa l of 

development is for the advancement of the public, they have the right to take paft in their own 

advance ment process; third when the ordinary public know they are inc luded in the 

co mmunicatio n and development process they will be more motivated to support the process 

whic h w il l resu lt development. These rat io nales are sUPPOlted by the psychology research resu lt 

that shows a person will be more inte rested to work o n the co mmon goa l when he/s he fills she/he 

is empowered. When individ ual has taken paft in the plan and implementation ofa project he/s he 

will fill respons ible for the result. 

A fi'ee and two way communication is a co re principle of this theory. As T ufte & Mefulopulos, 

say pmticipatory commun icat ion is fi'ee and two way commun ication c llrcumstance where a 

persone can define his /her own problem fi·eely. Thus media 's ro le in this theory is a midiume 

that give a chance for the public to describe their world they live in , and provide a fi'ee dialog 

between the governer and governed and differe nt stake holders to share infOlmation and ideas. 

And it should focuse on and give priority to the community and their voice . In orde r to use the 

media for development purpose all stake holders have to ha ve equa ll chance of expressing their 

idea and to use the media' s e/fuct. 

2.2.4 Social Responsibility Theory 

This theory focuses on the relationship between the med ia and its relat ionship with the soc iety. 

According to Ravi (2012), a s uccessful co mmunicatio n is whe n soc iety exchange and distribute 

information, entertained and educate for positive deve lopment of the society. And mass media 

has the responsibility of he lping and acceieratlllg this activ ity fuirly and adjoins the society. 

According to Middleton (2009), first formal theory of soc ial re sponsibi li ty .of the press was 

developed by S iebeft, Peterso n and Sc hramm in 1956 ; soc ial respons ibility theory in medial 
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jou;'na lism mea ns the jo urnalis t' s ob liga tio n to make the societ ies interest their primary priority. 

Th us, journa lists have the duty to provide the public with re liab le and re levant informatio n and 

g ive the m the chance to express the mselves.Th is is a lso known as a collect ive respons ibi lity or 

public interest responsib ility. 

Soc ial responsibility theory has the ph ilosophy that says med ia have the respo nsibility to 

demo nstrate public 's voice, right, and interest if the med ia ca nnot take this respons ib il ity, so me 

age ncy fi'om the soc iety should force it. However for the media to do so, it needs to have 

fi'eedom to serve and sta nd for the soc iety's needs a nd med ia must not be under any influence to 

benefrt any specific group, or individuals (Nerone, 1995). 

For Baran & Davis (20 10), Media sho uld promote productiv ity, creat ivity and help to create a 

stab le and developed community. To do this it needs to prioritize cultural plura li sm, by 

becoming the voice of all the people-not just elite groups or gro ups that had do minated 

national, reg ional, or loca l cu~ure in the past. Also as these scho lars c ited McQua il ( 1987) the 

media 's basic principles in soc ia l responsib ility theOlY summarized as fo llows : 

Med ia sho uld accept and fu lfill ob ligat io ns to soc iety these ob ligat io ns are 

mainly to be met by sett ing high or profess ional standa rds; of in format iveness, 

truth, accuracy, object iv ity, and ba lance; in accepting and applying these 

obligat ions, media should be se lf-regulat ing w ithin the fi'amework of law and 

estab lished inst itutions; the med ia s hou ld avoid whatever might lead to crime, 

vio lence, o r civi l diso rd er or give offense to mino rity gro ups ; the media as a 

who Ie should be p lu ra list and reflec t the divers ity 0 ftheir soc iety, giving access to 

vario us po ints 0 f view and to rights 0 f rep Iy; Society and the pub lic have a r ight to 

expect high standa rds o f pe r fo rmance, a nd intervent io n can be just ified to secure 

the, or a, public good.; Journalis ts and med ia profess iona ls s hou ld be acco untab le 

to society as well as to employers and the market.(p.1 15) 

Midd leton (2009) a lso added in o rder to use mass med ia to in fo rm the path o f soc iety's 

deve lop ment, the media 's power must be used to make s ure a ll s ides and classes of information 

and groups are equally prese nted, and the pub lic has enough and a ll s ide of informatio n that can 

enable them to make up the ir own mind and decide. 
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2.3 DevelopmentJournalism Model 

T he above d isc uss ion on development communication IS the beginning of deve lop ment 

journalism. According to Xiaoge (2009) histor ica lly, the soc ial, economic and po litica l 

deve lopment need were the reason fo r the occurrence of deve lopme nt journa lism in As ia. 

Though the reporting sty le had been practiced ear lier, the brand name ' development jo w'na lism' 

was invented by a Tho mso n's fo undat io n workshop in the Philippines in Augustl September I 968 

(skjerdal.t, 20 11 ). 

Howeve r, as Skjerda l (20 11 ) (cited Domatob and Hall 1983; Nkrumah 1965), the ground­

breaking idea of jo urnalism philosophy promoted by Afi'ica 's fir st independent leader Kwame 

Nkrumah in the 1960s has been viewed as an early IOrm of developme nt journal is m. 

I-Ie added that development journalism beca me more accepted in the 1970s and 1980s. And this 

is highly related to the New World In fo rmat ion and Co mmunicatio n Order (NWICO) debate o n 

media and deve lopment. For the media, N WICO worked to change the o ne line flow of 

informatio n, and in stead of s imply accepting the view of developed co untries, the deve lop ing 

countries must challe nge the idea and the ir dom ina nce. N WICO a lso argued the med ia to co ntain 

stories that have d irect re leva nce to the third world developme nt issues a nd change the news 

style of prese ntat io n to focus more o n process and dia logue ins tead of breaking news tha t see ms 

mo re like a n order. Furthermo re, N WICO argued to change the media fi'o m iso lated fO lllth s tate 

to a media that worked with other bodies o f the societies 101' development. 

Therefore, the fact that it sta nds for two way flo w of co mmunicat io n strategy"lOcuses o n sto ries 

that ha ve ge nuine re leva nce for the na tio n's deve lop me nt and press ure the media to have 

synchronizatio n w ith other bodies o f the pub lic. N WICO 's media philosop hy becomes 

manifested in development journalism. 

Though Afr ica has different political sys tem, heterogeneous c ulture and history, many co untr ies 

of this continent have one thing in common and that is the need fo r development (w imer & Wolf 

2005). So many African nat io ns start to adopt deve lopme nt journa lis m to bring deve lop ment by 

us ing the media as a ma in too l. Some co mbine the state media a nd loca l jo urna lism parad igms 

with deve lop me nt journa lism - for exa mple N krumah's revo lutio nary journa li sm was linked 

with journalism that focuses on bringing development (skjerdal, 20 II). 
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Howeve r in this contine nt whe re most o f its co untries are more known for t he ir d ictato rship 

ruling system rather tha n b ring ing deve lopment, develop ment j ourna lis m beco mes a d isgu ise to 

the authoritaria n rule o f the na tio n's governme nt to co ntro l the media. When Skje rda l explain 

this, he says tha t development jo urna lis m in Afi' ica has the co nno tatio n of a c lose pa ttne rship 

betwee n the governme nt and the med ia a nd critica l and invest igati ve reporting gets neg lected. 

The state media are mo re influe nt ial and have more power than the private medias, beca use the 

state med ia has the suPPOtt o f the government. He gives the fo llowing exa mp Ie fo r the ruling 

system' s effect on development jo urna lism in the continent. 

The mili tary regime of Buhari (1983-85) introd uced deve lopment jo urna lism In 

official po licy while severe ly restrict ing the operat io ns ofthe private media. In the 

view o f Seng and Hunt ( 1986), this led to a ' sc hizophre nic' ro le o f the N iger ian 

press beca use it was supposed to ma in ta in an invest igati ve fi.mc tio n towards 

go vernment po lic ies a nd s imulta neo us ly SUppOlt natio na l deve lopme nt. In rea li ty, 

the critical and investiga ti ve role of the media was severe ly s uppressed in the 

name of the 'greater good', both in N igeria and elsewhere on the continent. (p.2) 

T his leads to so me crit ic ism o n the notion of deve lopment jo urna lis m in Africa. As skjerda l puts 

the cri t ic isms, the firs t is on its va gue ness. The a mbi guity of the co ncept has le t governments to 

ma nipu late the rules in a way that can help the ir pol itics and use jo urna lis m to he lp themse lves 

rather tha n the poo r. The seco nd crit ic is m is how mu ch it is re la ted w ith some interve ntio nist 

journa lism ideo logies. "Some o f the po tentia l d ile mmas o f interve ntio nist jo urna lism models 

inc lude the ques t io n o f who sho uld dec ide wh ich ca uses are worthy of jo urna listic ' inte rve nt io n'; 

the risk of the media beco ming an instrume nt for c hanging po litica l a ge ndas" (p., 3). The third 

cr it icism is experiments in deve lopment jo urna lism; that it has bene fited the a uthoritaria n leaders 

because s ince it o nly focuses o n pos itive news, it le ts the m to be free from a ny investigation or 

expos itio n o f the ir wro ng doings, a lso jo w'nal ists beco me the mo uth of the government in the 

name o f de velopment, and at electio n t ime the media k1Vored the e lite more than the ordinary 

c itize n. And this makes the jo urna lism wo rk a p ub lic re latio n o f the go vernment. The fO lllth is 

that both in the indus try and in jo urna lism schoo ls, the emphas is tha t is give n to deve lopment 

journa lism is less than the trad itio na I jo urna lism. The fifth and the las t critic is m is that the mode I 

signi fies the ideology rathe r than appropriate ly us ing the med ia to get to the soc iety. At the 

beginning o f deve lopme nt jo urna lis m- developme nt co mmunica tio n was tho ught to bene fit the 
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e lites rather than the poor by the disguise of media and deve lopme nt. Also M urthy (2006) sa id 

so me scho lars misinterp reted development journa lism in the co ntinent as propaganda jo urna lism, 

therefo re the govern ment s talied to use the concept for advocat in g their ideology, and this 

interp retat io n of deve lopment jo urna lism uninte ntio nally cleared the way fo r a utocratic press 

controls. Conseq uently, these criticis ms lead some scholars to redefine development journalism. 

Before go ing to discuss the redefined deve lopment journa lism's princip les a nd objec tives in 

order to avo id the media manipulat ion fo r propaga nda, here is a briefexp lanation of media as a 

too l fur propaganda: 

Media needs to be a llowed to perform naturally and fj-eely . Med ia sho uld not be forced to fo llow 

a k ind o f pattern that can benefit a celiain body. Howeve r, beca use of di ffe rent rea so ns and 

mechanis ms med ia can be used for propaganda purpose . According to Cho msky a nd He rman 

(1988), this co uld happe n when the owners of the media try to ma nife st the ir own ideo logy 

instead of the truth, and when they want to manifest a certain agenda instead of genu ine care for 

med ia a nd soc iety, o r when the media wa nt to please a specific body either fu r advertise ment 

purpose or to p lea se the e lites (these especia lly happen whe n the media is controlled by the 

government). Media a lso can be used fo r propaga nda when the so urces for the ne ws become 

s imilar. When th is happe ns, as (K lae hn2009) pul il, lhese so urces that re gularly arc takc n w ill 

use the med ia to mob ilize and pers uade the public to fo llow their idea, and the information w ill 

be one s ided. Moreover these fi'equent ly used so urces w ill have a chance to produce public 

information and propaganda o n the sca le of the Pentago n and other bod ies. A negative respo nse, 

or/and threat to a media state ment or program will a lso s hape the media to have a celia in 

specified agendas and th is age ndas can be part of the propaga nda instead of a bene fit to the 

society. Therefore when the media is try ing to benefit a specific gro up instead of the ge ne ra l 

public in its content, when the media gives vo ice to so me limited so urces in stead of the ge nera l 

pub lic (one way communicat io n line instead of two way) and when the media receives a threat 

on it s statement, it usually shows how the med ia is used fo r propaga nda instead of help in g the 

general society. 

Therefore, in order to avo id development jo urna li sm to be a disguise for propaganda or any 

manip ulat io ns sc ho lars redefine the characteris tics and objectives of developme nt journa lism as 

the following. 
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As MlIIthy 2006 (cited Aggarwa l 1978), there is a differe nce between developme nljo urna lism 

and o fficially prepared handouts, so-ca lled positive ne ws. When MUlthy puts object ives of 

development jo urna lism, he sa id, deve lopment journa lism has a basic purpose o f in fo rming, 

educat ing, and enterta ining. Its objectives are to comm it itse lf to deve lopment and in vestigate, 

ana lyze, interpret, a nd give accurate development in lO rma tio n that can acce lerate the 

deve lopment process. It sho uld aim to pro mo te mutua l understanding between the governo rs and 

the governed by de livering pol ic ies and othe r messages fi·om the gove rnment and re lay ing the 

publics need, problems, compla ins and des ires to the government. Also introd uce, a nd explain 

po lic ies, development p la ns and deve lopme nt iss ues in-depth, a nd mob ilize the public to 

participate in develop ment as much as poss ible. And e ncourage people to have attitudes that can 

make them productive citize ns. 

Banda (2010) puts how deve lopme nt jo urna lism sho uld look like in five points. The first is 

fi·aming the a ud ience as active cit izens rathe r than an objec t o r a consumer. The med ia (the 

journa list) should not expect the pub lic to buy whatever has bee n se rved to them. So they sho uld 

make cit ize ns to be invo lved a nd active ly part ic ipated in the develop me nt process. A lso to be 

successful o n using journa lism for development, the peop le's voice should be hea rd o n the 

Mcd ia. This way so lutio n w ill not be to ld to the public as an order but a so lutio n will also come 

fi·o m the public. This w ill make the pub lic high ly engaged o n pract ic ing the so lutio ns and be 

responsible for what is go ing on. 

The seco nd is the art of public listenin g. As a profess iona l w ho wo rks to serve the peop le, 

Journa list should try to see things fi·om the stand po int of the public. And this is done whe n a 

journa list can know through listening what the people th ink and fi ll. To do this the jo urnalist 

must minimize the gap between the pub lic and the med ia ; they s ho uld go further than the 

government officials as a so urce of informatio n and try to ta lk the public . Most impo rtantly they 

sho uld be liste ned and trusted by the peop Ie and to achieve these they need to speak the ord inary 

c it ize n's prob lem, op inio ns, co mplains and language and exp la in jargo ns and things in a way that 

can be understood by to all k ind of cit ize n. The th ird is a lso pro mot ing de liberative cit ize ns. 

Journa lists should not s imp ly g ive facts of eve nts but a lso the public ' s op in io n, co mplai n, and 

so lutio ns to problems. ll1is way they become a bridge between the government and the public. 
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T he fou lth is c it izen- based development fillming. Ord inary citizens are the o ne who live the 

rea li ty of the s itua tion. So they are the one who really ca n na me a nd fi·ame the prob lems 

effective ly. So ajo urna list sha ll encourage the part ic ipat ion ofthe public in fi· aming a nd pointing 

out the problems. By lett ing the people to speak out the ir problems jo urnalists can stand by 

beha lf of the pub lic. But this does not mea n the op inio n of professio nals (experts), and 

governo r's does not matte r, rather, the journa list sho uld s tand between the ord inary c it ize n by 

framing the public's problems a nd let the m to speak wh ile g ivi ng expert's, a nd the governo r's 

op inion and background informa tio n about development issues. 

Fina lly the fifth is, toward s an e ngaged and e ngaging jo urna lis m. Deve lopment jo urna lism is not 

only abo ut prese nting facts a nd opinio ns but a lso motivate the pub lic to be engaged and have 

interest in the deve lopment program, to think for so lutio n a nd to rea lize how serio us the prob lem 

is. Also the journalist sho uld be actively engage on challeng ing oppressive structures. 

Ro ma no and Hippocrates (200 I) s im ilar ly define the ro le of develop ment jo urna lis m as a kind 0 f 

journalis m tha t helps to empower the o rdina ry peo ple to im prove the ir own lives and 

communit ie s. 

According to A lla n (2009) more rece ntly, development jo urna lism has been redefined as a 

journalism that promotes human fi·eedom and citizen pa rticipat ion and added: 

In the co ntext of countries w ith deep div is ions of religion, ethnicity, langua ge, 

and tribal identities, the p ress sho uld playa c rucial ro le in national integration. 

Statist approaches to DJ be lieved that, just as it d id duri ng anti-imperia list 

struggles, the press s ho uld SUppOit po litical effOits to wards nat iona l unity and 

modernization (p. 149). 

In addit io n to these, Skjerdal (20 12) de fines the c haracter is t ics of deve lopme ntal journa lism III 

five points. F irst it reports the ac hievement o r the be ne fit s o f the deve lop me nt as we ll as the shOit 

co mings, draw backs and flaws of plans. Second, it foc uses in a lo ng term deve lopment. Third it 

is independent fi·om government, its officials or any fac tio n. FOlllth the focus is o n de ve lop me nt 

iss ues while work ing wit h governme nt for d isp laying deve lopment ideas. At the sa me time it 

listens to the ordin3lY peop le. 
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Loksley (2009) strong ly argue that med ia can help to ac hieve various kinds of development, he 

says : media can be a vital tool to bring growth by producing a content that can lighten the peop le 

about the deve lopment plan, policy or any deve lopment process and activities a-nd how the public 

can partic ipated in , and that can mo ti vate the people to palticipate in the deve lop ment process 

and create a se nse of be long ing ness. Loksley says g iving all the information and know ledge to 

the people w ill strength human 's productivity leve l, and outgrowths illiteracy by giving detail 

information about issues in a way the people can grasp . By this it also brings multiple 

developments by contributing to the soc ial and cultura I, behavioral and democracy growth. 

According to C hristine L. (1980), deve lopment journa lis m can be very beneficia l if it is a pplied 

witho ut the e lite ma nipulatio n. Though the co ncepts of develo pment jo urnal is m has been 

man ipulated by authoritarian, and can be easily get manipulated, it can serve a very key role in 

bringing de ve lop ment in a deve loping co untries as long as it is practiced not for the 

governme nt's propaganda but fo r the ge neral we lfare of the public, to the people to come and to 

the country. Christine L. underlines the fuct for development jo urna lism to be beneficial, the 

media needs no t to be sub servie nt to gove rnment in the practice of development journalism a nd 

governments must be w ill ing to support a med ia system whic h wi ll be open for critica I reporting. 

If th is requirement is fulfilled by the government instead offorc ing the media to be a mout hp iece 

for the ir propaga nda the jo urnalist wi ll practice development journa lism strictly, which inc lude a 

watchdog role and become trusted by their audience. This w ill acce lerate the intended purpose of 

the media because peo ple will be lieve the med ia are there fo r the right purpose- to serve the m, 

and they will react on it pos it ive ly. Likewise as Emey u (20 14) (cited Agga Iwa la, 1978; S ha h, 

1992; Oga n, 1982) deve lopment jo urna lism needs to be independent fi'om government influence 

to provide constructive criticisms of government policy, plan, work or any issues. 

2.3.1 News in Development Jonrnalism Model 

When a natio n or a news media adopt and practice development jo urna lism, it does not mean all 

the va lues, characterist ics, and eth ics, of journalism sho uld be abandoned. In deve lopment 

Journalism, jo urnalists sho uld integra te journalism rules, va lues and ethics, with the 

characteristics o f development jo urna lism in order to make a deve lop ment changes. As Mllithy 

(2006) said deve lopment reporting is not differe nt fi'o m what regu la" news cove rs. It covers the 

entire ga mut ofsoc io-econo mic and cultura l eve nts. But it g ives more emphas is on develop ment 
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context and examines cr it ica lly the relevance, practice and impac t of development programs. 

Journa lists in development jo urnalism sho uld be determined to in vest igate and to find out the 

problems that can atrect any development process. Thus the news should be like any other news 

that serves as a watch dog. 

Similarly Mwaffisi ( 1991) says deve lopment journalism is no different fi·om regula r news or 

investigative news. When Mwaffisi explains how investigative and in-depth report ing ca n bring 

development in a nation he says, when a journa list expose the wro ng do ing a nd inco mpete nc e of 

so me gove rnment officials, government will use that in ror mation to change polic ies, save the 

money it w ill loose fi·om corruption and un proper work that will cost the government more 

mo ne y and the public to s utre r. In additio n, whe n journalists inves tigate and repOlt about a 

problem among the pub lic and the system, action that w ill c hange these problems wi ll appea r. He 

a lso underlines the necessity of in-depth repo rtin g in development journalism news. [n any news 

as it wo uld be a big failure to report the news depth less it is conversely a failure in development 

news as we ll. So the fact o ne natio n follow development jo urnalis m s ho uld not make the news 

less of the regular or less of investigati ve while reporting. 

MlIIthy (2006) added, development news reporting should focus o n what is go ing on wro ng as 

much as it rocuses what is go ing o n right. And to he lp o n bringing development, it need s to 

investigate the reason for fa ilure and success . Journalists can cover national and internatio nal 

news, but the journa list s hould c ritica lly examine, eva lua te and repolt the re levance of 

development project to national and loca l needs. They need to give not only w hat has been sa id 

or happened but explain the actual imp lementation and its diffe rence from a planned sc hema and 

eva luate its relatedness to the public when they report it as news. 

Similarly, Negeri (2013) says deve lop ment news asks the journalist to do investigatio n and 

research rather than simply repeating and re te lling. 

As w immer and wolf (1991) (quoted Aggarwala, and Hemant S ha w [990 p. 1035-36) 

development journalism news sho uld examine, eva luate, interpret and present all side o f story, 

the relevance of development plans, process, policy, project to the public in-depth. It s ho uld te ll 

the audience the actual accomplishment of development plans and policy; give comparisons 

between a development progress between two countries and regions. 
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In add itio n Wimmer a nd Wo lf (2006) say develop ment journalism differs fi'om objective 

journalism; it needs the jOlU'nalist's explana tio n of facts and let the audiences to form their own 

o pinion o n the iss ue. But, it is hard to pract ice this type of journalism where there is the influence 

of the gove rnment on the med ia. Because, if the jo urna lists have no econo mic and lega l sec urity 

in repolting deve lopme nt issues w itho ut becoming the mouth of the governmeilt, they w ill li ke ly 

g ive priority to the opinio n of the gove rnment than critica lly exa mining a nd reporting 

development projects. Likewise (AggarWa la; 1978, p. 200 cited in Christine 1980) says 

development news is not a public re latio n, a good publ ic ity fo r good propaganda, or its content 

shou ld be contro lled by the government by any means, rather it sho uld be looked upo n as a new 

fonn of investigative repOlting. 

Banda (20 10) a lso defined the characteristics of news in deve lop ment journa lism as the same as 

the above defin itions, but added deve lop me nt journa lism news shou ld also focus on fj'eedom, 

literacy, accessible and affordab le hea lth care, wome n e mpowerment, and the fi'ee flow of 

informat ion. Wimmer and Wolf (2005) also support Banda 's idea. And add developme nt 

journalism report ing shou ld not be limited to rural areas but a lso sho uld focus o n the highly 

growing urba n areas, because there are lots of prob lems and solut io n that must come in these 

areas too. 

Banda (20 I 0) put te n points for how development news sho uld be. He says the jo urna list sho uld 

translate and expla in development news in terms of audience's needs and interest so aud iences 

know how it matters to them. Also the y should address the people as an active partic ipant of the 

iss ue, not as a pass ive receiver of plans. The foc us of develop ment shou ld no t only be limited to 

economics; they should also cover military, po li tica l, a nd cu ltura l power. When reporting 

economic growth data they s ho uld look other data of diffe rent statues of the public a nd their 

economic growth. If they just give o ne data about a few percent of the population's economic 

growth and take it as a positive development it couid not be full inlOrmat ion to repOlt. 

Deve lopment journalism news a lso sho uld focus o n c larifYing the differences and rela tio ns 

within and betwee n countries, the rich and the poor, in ge nera l the effect and the relatio nships 

betwee n two interdepende nt bod ies in o ne way or another. It a lso sho uld see the complex aspects 

of human life 's s ituatio n. Development jo urnalis m o llght to foc lls on democrac y to bring 

deve lopment in the nation; investigat ive journalism and cr itica l examinatio n of th ings are ways 
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of doing th is. Eve n though it highlights success stories whe n it is necessary, it sho uld also be 

consh'uctive criticism. 

Deve lop me nt jo urna lism is not o ne way of commun ica tio n w here the journa list vo ice is the o nly 

voice tha t w ill be heard . Deve lopme nt jo urna lis m sho uld let peoples with d iffe rent op inio ns to 

ta lk and give them the c ha nce to take a part in the med ia. Us ing the public as a so urce to know 

the mea ning of deve lop ment a nd as a so urce of so lut io n can he lp to ac hieve the public's 

invo lve me nt in developme nt plan and process. 

Hav ing stating the abo ve characteristics, Banda fin a lly s tates that development jo urna lism 

reports or records the people's movements and struggle to co nstruct and deco nstruct soc ia l 

meanings. In ShOlt , deve lopmenta l journa lis m repOits what human be ings are becoming. 

In additio n, Murthy (2 006) has put the fo llow in g abo ut the cha racte ristics o f news 111 

develop ment jo urna lism. The emp hasis of the news; whether it foc used o n deve lop ment process 

rather than eve nts is o ne cr ite rion. The other criter io n is the conte nt of the news; whether it 

conta ined a critica l analys is of deve lopme nt projects, pla ns, proble ms or iss ues, and their impact 

on the peop le. The way the news co ntextua lizes issues; w hethe r the news co ntextua lizes and/or 

give backgro und info rma tio n abo ut the develop ment p lan, iss ues, project, is another 

cha racte r is t ics. Moreove r, the a nalys is of the news; whet her the news a na lyzes the sto r ies and 

forete ll what w ill happe n in the fut ure in relatio n to deve lop ment needs, is a lso another ma in 

po int, and lastly, the rerere nce ofthe public 's deve lopment need in the news in co mpa r ison with 

what government claims for the s uccess and sees the subj ect in re latio n to the origina l 

deve lopment goa l, is a lso another po in t that he lps to ide nti fY whether news is deve lopment news 

or not. 

Negeri (201 3) a lso puts the fu llowin g abo ut what deve lop me nt news is not : it is not o ne s ided 

and propaga nda no r s uperfic ial w ith no depth; it is not prese nt ing government officia l's 

ina ugura l speech; it is not g iving the pub lic the so-ca lled pos it ive news which is wr itte n by 

offic ials nor o nly showing pos it ive sto ries to give e lites a pos it ive image under the disguise of 

deve lopme nt jo urna lism. F ina lly, deve lopment news sho uld never be a mea ns fu r few peo p le to 

contro l the socie ty. A llan (2009) sa id "Deve lopme nt jo urna lis m is prima rily co ncerned w ith 
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news about soc ial ci rc umstances, c ha lle nges, and interventio ns re lated to the lives of the no n­

elites, the vast nwnber of dispossessed and ullpoverished people". 

Whe n we come to presentation of news stor ies in de ve lopme nt journalism, Wimmer and Wolf 

(2005) say the req uirement is the journa lists shou ld be capable of keeping the audience interested 

when they repOlt deve lopme nt issues. 

Engag in g- interest ing eno ugh to make the pub lic to watch, lis ten or read and react on the issue 

and having a story the audience need to know may seem two po ints that are hard to a lways to do 

at once. But according to Kovach and Rosen stie~ this means making the most s ignificant story 

interest ing to the public and shows the s ignificant of the story to the public in every story. They 

say, news is telling an information the public needs to know and/or a story that has a purpose or a 

bigger message than what just happened or who d id what; the first challenge is find ing a story 

that is important enough to prese nt it as a news to the public and making it meaningful, relevant 

and engaging. S imilar ly Chouliarak i (20 10) says cruc ia l function of the news is not only as 

reporting o n eve nts but as engaging people's potential to care abo ut the news so that they can be 

act ive participant. Bo yd (2001) also gives another reaso n why the news must be presented 

interestingly. He says in the world ofmed ia the audience is king. Ifhe/she does not find the news 

relevant to her/his life or get bored in the middle while listening, he/ she has greater c hoice and 

ease that have taken their tolerance. Therefor the success of news depends on the cho ice and 

presentation. However not most stories are enterta inment (espec ia lly in development journalism 

news); most stories are stories audience must know eve n if they do not 'wow' the audience . So 

Boyd said when journalists present these s tories, wh ich happen a lot, the y need to work o n 

drawing o ut the point 0 f inte rest and re levance. Thus the journa list must come over the cha lIenge 

of presenting these iss ues clearly and interesting ly by showing their relevance. To do that the 

jow·nalist must win the audience's attention first. 

Furthermore, as wimmer and wo lf (1991) say, wh ile prese nting a news story in additio n to 

mak ing it interest ing, journa lists must make sure their a ud ience can understand it clearly. Giving 

background information about any development s tories so that the people can understa nd it 

eas ily, and explain the present story in a way that can be easy to be comprehended by all kind of 

people is vital. Reporters who practice development journalism sho uld keep in their mind the 

peop le should understand their point in o rder to be s uccessful, thus they need to present both the 
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background in format ion and the c urrent s tory in a way that can be easily understood by the 

ordinary people. And this implies prese nt ing the exact im pact of that pla n, po licy, politics, 

prob lems and iss ues in a more fam il iar co ntext. The se w ill c lea r o ut w hy it is impoltant to 

speculate in the fi lture of development plans, project, policy etc. 

These sc ho lars a lso say, while prese nting a story the journalism must make sure they refer the 

people as a very impo ltant palty of a ll the deve lopment stories not as a passive receiver of 

informat io n. Th is can be done whe n the repOiters include the pub lic's ro le in the deve lop ment 

project, policy or any issue the StOlY is about. 

In order to involve the public a nd bring se nse of belong ingness thro ugh reporting as Negeri 

(20 13) quoted Pant and kumar (1995), s howing the pub lic in volveme nt and hard wo rk, and 

showing how eac h perso n ca n bring change is the on ly way to do it and build a better future. 

Thus the repolt ing shoul:l g ive detail info rmatio n abo ut the process of deve lopment to the pub lic. 

It a lso must show people in deve lopment process, new discover ies a nd products, and s uccess 

stories of people and their method of being successflil. 
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Chapter Three: Research Methodology 

Illtroductio 11 

In this chapter, the research approach the researcher used inc lud in g data co llection methods, 

ana lyt ica l tools applied to them, samp lin g strategies a nd procedures of analysis are discussed to 

give an insight to the methodo logica l development used in the study. 

3.1. Research Design and Methods of the Study 

This st ud y is inte nded to analyze EBC's Amharic development prime time news in view of 

development journalism princ iples and inconsideration ofthe nation's development issues. To do 

this, so me information u'om the data had to be quantified and so me data had to be described in 

order to be ana lyzed U1 the contextual connotation. 

Thus, both qualitative and quantitative research methods (mixed methods) have been emp loyed. 

Bryman (2007) notes that when quantitative and qualitative met hodo logies com bine, they ca n 

he lp to c lari fy each other. A lso Branne n (2005) confi rms the impoltance of combining these 

methodologies by say ing that this k ind ofstrategy i.e. tr iangulation is a choice to invest igate the 

sa me dimens ion of a research problem by us ing multiple methods. Iorio (2004) also sa id 

"Tr iangu la tion takes serious ly the way humans attac h mea nings to soc ia l reality ... The 

assumption is that the d ifferent lines of interpretat ion each revea l different aspects of reality. " 

Thus in th is s tud y, data was gathe red and ana lyzed quantitatively a nd qualitat ive ly in o rder to 

measure and ana lyze the news according to the codding sh it and the contextual connotations. 

Therefore in order to a nswer the research questions success fully , data ha s been ana lyzed in both 

d irectio'ns. 

Therefore, to measure how many news had and d id not have the criter ia in the themes, 

quantitative approach was used whereas qual itat ive approach was used to interpret the 

quantitative res ult and data in accordance w ith its contextual mea ning and categories, as we ll as 

to interpret the intervie ws w ith repOiters and editors. As scholars pointou!, words can be used to 

add mea ning to numbers and numbers can be used to add prec is ion to words. In this research, 

quantitative data was used to give precis io n to qualitative data and the numbers were explained, 
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give n contextua lized meaning, interpreted and prese nted by the qualitative app roac h. In addit ion, 

these results are suppOlt ed by qualitative interview as well. 

3.1.1 Qualitative Research 

As qua li tative methodo logy he lps to s tudy phe no me na in their co ntext, th is met hod o logy was 

preferred together with quant itat ive approach, to ana lyze EBC's Amhar ic prime time 

deve lop ment ne ws re la ted to development jow'nalism and the nation's development iss ues, and 

to find out the approach EBC uses in repolt ing deve lopment news, and assesse its lim itatio ns. 

As Y in (20 11 ) says, qua litative resea rch foc uses on the mea nings that are about rea l life events 

not just quantifying the fi'eq uency of a n eve nt o r a certa in pheno menon occurrence . A Iso as Gr ix 

(2004) says, qua litat ive research invo lves the interpretat io n of mea n ing fi'o m data a nd whe n we 

see news, it is mo re than the items fo und in the newspapers, not a simple infor mat io n we ca n 

count and come to conclusio n (Jense n and Jankowsk~ 2002). It mea ns the mean ing of the news 

goes beyond what is mere ly prese nted in the news; the mea nin g is a s um of the po li tica~ soc ia l 

and economic aspect of that environme nt and situation where the news is created in. 

Moreover, Iorio (2004) and Yin (20 11) add that in q ualitative study, researchers critica lly 

exa mine texts; they reco rd w hat they find then ana lyze and interp ret and g ive se nse to the ir 

find ings to show what it means. 

Jensen and Ja nkowski (2002) sa id "where quantitative a na lysis wo uld fuc us o n the co ncrete, 

delimited products of the med ia's meani ng prod uct io n, q ua litat ive approaches exa mine mea ning 

productio n as a process wh ich is co ntextual ized and inextricab Iy integrated w ith wider soc ia I and 

cu ltw'a l pract ices". As Ior io (2004) sa id, qua litative researcher is a ll-ro unded and ha s the primary 

a im oflllterpreting and exp laul ing the wo rld through words rather than measuring it. 

Th is methodology is compat ible s ince news cannot be studied w itho ut the co ntext it is created in 

and to ana lyze the data in its d ifferent co ntext and sce nario. Thus, th is methodo logy is fo und to 

be appropriate to stud y de ve lopment news in relat io n to the co untry"s development iss ues alo ng 

with the co nte xt it is created in and to interpret and give contextual meaning to the quantified 

info rmatio n as well as exp lain the editors and repOlters interview. 
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3.1.2 Quantitative Research 

This st ud y sees whether EBC's Amharic development news has the characteristics of 

deve lopment journalism or not. Based o n this, it explains the approach EBC uses in reporting 

development news and its limitations while repOlting and packag ing it. To come to conclus ion, 

the researche r gathered and measured the data accord ing to the categor ies to see how many news 

fe ll unde r a celtain category. Accord ing to Golfshani (2003), qua ntitative app roac h foc uses on 

observing and measuring fucts. Thus in this approach the data is gathered, summarized and is 

ho w the data is gathered and prese nted. In quantitative resea rch, mea nin gs and generalizations 

are given to statistica I find ing 

Using numbers througho ut most of the process in this methodology has its ad va nta ges and flaws. 

The data in this approac h has the disc ipline of mathemat ics, however ; in socia l sc ience research 

these numbers are powerless w itho ut their contextual mea ning. Therefore in th is s tudy, this 

methodology was used together with qualitative methodology to fill this gap. 

Thus, quantitative research methodology was used together w ith qualitative methodolo gy to 

collect and measure the EBC's Amharic prime tune development news. 

3.2 Data Sources 

The stud y was conducted on the E thiopian Broadcasting Corporate. This s tatio n is intentio nally 

se lected because Ethiop ian Broadcasting Corpora te is the o nly tele vis ion station w ith a broader 

coverage of population and geographica l area. Moreover, ESC c la ims to pract ice development 

journalism. Bes ides, televis io n is the youngest mass media in Ethiopia and its popularity is 

growing higher. 

Other television stations are city or regional and are not comparable to EBC of their coverage 

and other operational system they fo llow. The ma in so urce of the s tudy was EBC's Am har ic 

deve lopmenta l news. This is a lso purpose ly se lected beca use the country's natio nal language is 

Amharic; it is thought in sc hoo ls in a ll re gions and its und erstood by most people in Eth iopia. 

Therefore, the finding and conc lusio n of this research mainly depend on this source. 
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Journa lists and edito rs who were most fi'equent ly in vo lved in reporting and editing Amharic 

development news we re the s upplementary so urces of the stud y in order to back up the content 

analysis. Thus five repOlters and two ed itors were interviewed. 

3.3 Sampling Techniques and Pl'Ocedllres 

As mentioned above, the Et hiop ian Broadcasting Corporate (EBC) is the o nly na tional televisio n 

that covers broadest geograp hica l area and popula tio n in the co untry; and as it c la ims to practice 

deve lop ment journa lis m, the researcher direct ly chose it fo r the s ubj ect o f the re search. The news 

hours 8:00 pm was a lso pu rpose ly chose n because s ince most working hours in Eth iop ia ends 

befo re that, this time is be lieved to be a time most peop le atte nd to listen to the news. The news 

document was gathe red from the Ethiopian Broadcast age ncy. The age ncy keeps news o nly for 

s ix mo nths and based on the avai lab ility of the data, news that are from November 13'\ 20 13 up 

to April 10' 11,2014 (within six month time fi'ame) were gathered. 

EBC 's prime time Amharic news airs every day at 8 p.m. To manage the data in the g ive n period 

of t ime to do the research, a nd to make sure the samp les are represe ntative, the researc her used 

syste matic rando m sa mpling method. In syste mat ic random sa mpling method every nt h element 

is se lec ted fi'om the popu lat io n. Therefore, startin g o'om the first mo nth' s firs t week, every 2"d 

day of the week was se lected. Accord ingly within the se s ix mo nths, o ut of the 24 weeks, 24 days 

of news, tota l of one hund red and twenty news stories were gathered and studied. 

Purpos ive sampling was used to se lect fi ve jo urnal ists and two editors for in-depth interv iew 

based on the ir fi'eq ue nt invo lveme nt o n reporting development news. A ll the news reporters that 

repOlted the sample news we re listed out and the fi ve journa lists who report most of the news 

were se lected. As it is identified by the news roo m mana ge r, two senior ed itors who are most 

fi'eq uently involved in the editulg of development news were interv iewed. 

3.4 Data Collection Tools 

As descr ibed above, qua lita tive and quantitative co ntent a na lys is (m ixed me thod) we re used as 

pr inc ipa l method. Acco rding to Ko hlbac her (2006), mixi ng qua litative and quant itat ive methods 

wi ll enable the resea rcher to capture a nd fi x soc ia l pheno mena in more accurate j udgment to 
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ana lys is and exp la in the data. He added that, s ince each method has its own st rength and 

weakness, the ir convergence can fill up each other's hole. 

In add ition, an in-depth interv iew with jo urnal ists and ed ito rs was used as a supp lementary to the 

mixed content ana lysis. 

3.4.1 Qualitative Content Analysis 

Qua litat ive co nte nt ana lys is is used to gather and ana lyze the data in co mb inatio n wit h 

quant itative content ana lys is. As to Prasad (2008), content a na lys is focuses o n stud y in g the 

mean ing in a message. Mean ing and infere nce is given to the data based o n its content. As 

C reswe ll (2012) sa id, to deal w ith qua litative data, the researc her finds mea nin g o ut of the 

message based on backgro und knowledge (it co uld be a theo ry, mode ~ or princip le), which wi ll 

be the basis for the resea rc her's conc lus ion and answer the research quest io n. What differs 

qualitat ive content analysis fi'om quantitat ive content analysis is : 

The quantitative approach produces numbers that can be man ipu lated w ith vario us 

stat istica l methods. [n contrast, the qualitat ive approach usually p roduces 

descriptions or typo logies, along w ith express io ns fi'o m subjects reflect in g how 

they view the soc ial wo rld. By this means, the perspect ives ofthe producers of the 

text can be better understood by the investigator as well as the readers of the 

study' s results (Berg, 200 I c ited in Wildemuth & Zhang, 2009, p.2). 

This research tr ies to study EBC's prime time deve lopment news according to the principle and 

characteristics of develo pment jo urnalism. Jensen and Jankowski (2002) say that qua litative 

researc h method is a technique that he lps to understand the reality ofa phenomenon based on 

theoretica l backgrou nd. Also E lo a nd Kyngas (2007) say that co ntent a na lys is is a researc h tool 

to st udy the co ntext of data and g ive an imp licatio n and meaning. Another de finiti o n by 

Macna mara (2005) is " it is a technique fu r gather ing and ana lyzing the content of te xt. The 

'conte nt' refers to words, meanings, p ictures, symbols, ideas, themes, or any message tha t can be 

communicated. The ' text' is anything written, vis ua l, or spoke n that se rves as a med ium for 

communication." (p .2). Daymon and Ho lloway(2005) also sa id in many cases, media text data 

are mo re compre hens ive than the in for mat io n that is acqu ired from inte rviews o r quest io nna ires 

conducted ove r a sho lt period o f time, because docume nts span time a llows to study his torical 
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processes or reco nstructio n of eve nts a nd ongo ing p rocesses that ca nno t be observed d irec tly. 

And this w ill e nable resea rc hers to stud y how and where co mmu nica tio ns may have bee n 

misma na ged. 

Content Analys is fu r Prasad (2008) is ana lyzing a co nte nt ofa message in light w ith the ir co ntext 

and intent io ns. He also adds that this method has ac hieved grea ter popularity a nd is wide ly used 

among social science scholars and serves as a method of mass communicatio n research. 

As for Weber ( 1985), it is a methodo logy that uses a proced ure to make valid imp lica t io ns abo ut 

a text. The text could be the sender of message, the message itself or the receiver of message. 

This stud y is inte nded to a na lyze whether EBC's prime time Amha ric news is deve lopme nt news 

or not, the approach EBC uses in repo lting deve lopment news, and a ssess the limitation of 

deve lopme nt news report ing, based o n the cha racterist ics of deve lopment jo urna lism and 

developme nt iss ues a nd goa ls in the co untry. Q ua li tat ive content a na lys is therefo re was lou nd to 

be one of the apt methods to study the data within its co ntext ua l mea ning. For more prec ise data 

analysis and measurement, th is method was used together with quantitati ve content analysis. 

3.4.2 Quantitative Content Analysis 

A quant itative conte nt a na lys is he lps to know how many times a phenomeno n fi'equent ly 

appears. Accord in g to Kothory (2004), a q ua nt itat ive co nte nt-ana lys is aims to a na lyze 

docume nted data concern ing c ha racte ristics that can be ide nt ified and co unted. Q uantitative 

conte nt a na lysis is a too l that enables the researc her to estimate the fj'eque ncy of a defined 

phe no meno n according to othe r defined variables a nd to ge neralize those freque ncies and their 

associations to general meanings (Brannen, 2007). 

Qua nti ta tive co ntent ana lysis is a research me thod that will he lp the researc he r to describe a 

phe no meno n object ive ly and syste matica lly . A nd if we w ish to get a prec ise da ta co ncern ing 

mass co mmunicat io n, qua ntitative ana lysis is the right cho ice . As (Ze h, 2005) says, quantitative 

content a na lysis is a research instrument that enables to systematica lly and subject ively descr ibe 

a content of a mass communica tio n text. 

Therefore, this researc h used this method togethe r w ith qualita tive co ntent ana lysis in order to 

answer the research questions properly. 
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3.4.3 In-depth Interview 

An in-depth interview was used as a s upplementary to SUppOlt the mixed -content a nalysis. 

According to McKenzie, Powell and Usher (2005), interview is one ofq ualitative methods that 

enab le a researcher to study a s ituation s he/he cou ld not directly observe or participate in. This 

method helps to co nduct informatio n from the so urce the stud y is abo ut or fi'om the so urce the 

phenomenon is directly concerned. 

Interv iew is a conversation w ith a purpose that he lps the researcher to frame the research 

question in different way and get a deta il exp lanatio n about how the so urce understa nd and 

practice a phenomenon (May, 2002). 

By prov iding a conversational question, a researcher can get in-depth knowled ge about the issue. 

Interviews are done for a specific purpose- main ly to answer the research question a nd also to 

check and verity the re liab ility of previous data. As Co hen, Ma nio n and Morriso n (2005) said, 

interview he lps to co llect info rmation w ith in approp riate speed; it gives extens ive opportunity to 

ask and to answer questions, and enables more to be sa id about the research. 

As Mack et al (2005) po in t out, an in-depth interview is a method des igned to get participant's 

detail perspective on the research top ic. The moti ve of the researcher is to capture the 

interviewee's genuine opinion, exper ience, thoughts a nd to know how they interpret and 

understa nd a phenomenon. Thus based on the inte rviewee 's answer the researcher asks follow-up 

questions w ithout try ing to lead, or encourage patticipants to mod ity their answer in a way that 

can agree or disagree with the researcher's idea. 

As it is mentioned by Grix (2004), depending on ly on documents for data gathering w ill not be 

eno ugh to know the content of a text as it leaves out the scenar io, intention,. point of view of 

interviewees or people co ncerned, and how they unde rstand the iss ue. Therefore in this s tud y, the 

researcher used an in-depth interview w ith jo urnalists and ed itors in order to understand their 

view on reporting and packagulg Amharic development news. 
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3.5 Methods of Data Organization and Analys is 

The se lected news is analyzed based o n the theoret ical fi'amework, the principle of deve lopment 

journa lism and deve lopment iss ues by us ing qua litat ive a nd quantitative ded uct ive conte nt 

analysis method. 

Deduct ive co ntent a na lys is is a method tha t e nab les to use catego ries tha t are derived fro m a 

theory or a model in o rder to ge nera lize a nd ana lyze data. According to Elo and Kyngas (2007), 

deductive co ntent analys is is used w he n the a na lysis is based on prev io us knowled ge - an earlier 

theory or mode l, therefore it moves fi'o m the ge nera l to the spec ific. As Mayring (2000) says 

ded uct ive catego ry app lications stalt w ith prev io us prepared catego ry that is derived fro m theory 

or model and connect the text by meas uring o r expla in ing acco rding ly . Iorio (2004) explains 

q uant~at ive ded uctive content analys is as the fo llowing: 

Data ana lysis strategy, pattern-matchin g, is a deductive approach that requires the 

in vestigato r to compare an empirica lly der ived patte rn w ith o ne or more 

theoretica lly based o nes. The invest igato r atte mpts to tind empirica l ev id ence in 

the case that each causa l link in the theore tica l mode l is s ignificant and o f the 

expected sign (i.e., a pos itive or negative corre lation) Iorio (2004) 

Accord ing to W ilde muth and Zhang (2009), q ua litative ded uct ive co nte nt ana lysis is a method to 

analyze the co nte nt of the data by foc us ing not on the sta tistica l s ignificance or the existe nce o f a 

partic ular text or co ncept; rather by giving e mphas is on unique theme that illustrates the ra nge o f 

the mea ning o f the pheno meno n based o n valid infe rence. Therefore, w hile a na lyzing data, 

taking co ncept fi'o m a theo ry or a princ iple or prev io us studies is use ful at the inceptio n o f data 

ana lysis. 

Opposite to this explanatio n abo ut qua litative co ntent analys is, quantita tive co ntent ana lys is 

quantifies and gives meaning based o n the statistical findings and unde rstand s social rea lity in 

objective and scientific manner. 

E lo and Kyngas (2007) say tha t to approach the da ta in deduc tive co ntent analysis, coding s ite or 

categories w ill be driven fi'o m a mode l, theory, a pri nc iple or re levant researc h find in gs . Then 
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when data is ana lyzed in qualitative co ntent analysis, the researchers immerse themse lves in the 

data and a llow themes to emerge ti'om the data. In quantitat ive content ana lysis howeve r, the 

researcher calculates and produces statistical significance. 

According to Mayring (2000), the main procedw'e in deductive content ana lys is is '~o formu late 

a crite rion definition derived from theoretical backgro und and research' questio n which 

determines the aspects of the textual materia l taken into account. Fo llowing this criter ion the 

material is worked through and categories are tentat ive and step by step deduced, eventua lly 

reduced to main categories and checked in respect to their reliability" (pA). The text co uld be all 

SOlt of reco rded communica tion (tra nsc ripts of inte rviews, disco urses, protocols of observat ions, 

video tapes, documents etc.) 

Jensen and Jankowski (2002) defined categories as 'op in ion-laden short cuts' to analyze a data. 

When Dornyei (2007) expla ins abo ut the process: the first stage is a stage where the resea rcher 

defines and constructs a temp late or code manua l based on detai l background knowledge on the 

issue, and then second ly the data w ill be coded based on this manual. Yin (2011) also says 

ded uctive approaches tend to let the concepts which are derived fi'om theory or a model and 

categories se rve as a reference to collect and study the data. As Creswe ll (2012) said, the process 

of ana lyzing a text in mixed deductive co ntent ana lysis researc h begins by coding the data. 

Coding is the process of segme nting and labe ling text to form descri pt ions and broad themes in 

the data. Dornyei (2007) said "coding invo lves high lighting extracts of transcribed and labe ling 

these in a way that can be easily identified, retrieved or grouped" (p.22S). 

As it is exp lained above, in this re search ded uctive mixed content ana lysis was used, and 

categor ies fo r analyzing the news are derived mainly from development journalism model and 

the nation's development issues that were discussed and the theoretical fi'ame works. 

Based on these categories, the researcher ana lyzed a nd measured the content of the news fi'o m 

the ge nera l, w hich is the principle o fdevelopment journalism model and development issues; the 

researcher gave meaning to the content of the sample news. 

The in-depth interview that was based on the interview gu ide with the journalis ts and editors was 

also explained qualitatively. 
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3.6 Coding process 

Afte r the codding shit was prepared and after a ll the data was ga thered, serial number was g ive n 

to a ll the news that was ana lyzed based on their sequence (exa mple. News I, news 2 ... ). In 

add it io n, all the categories (unit of analys is) that are prepared based o n the theoretical frame 

work of the st ud y mainly from the princ iple of journalism and development iss ues are a lso give n 

seria l numbe r. In the coding s hit these numbers a re w ritte n and if the news has that 

characteristic s, the resea rcher decided to use the code numbe r I as ' Yes' and 0 as a 'No' . The 

data is also coded qualitative ly by giving explanat ion and meaning based on the categories. After 

codding the data qua litat ive ly a nd quanti tat ive ly, meanings were given to the result and these 

meanin gs were discussed. 

3.7 Reliability and Validity of tile Instrument 

Resea rchers sho uld rerer to no tions of re liab ility and valid ity to demonstrate the approp riateness 

or quality of their s tudies. Therefore, in order to ha ve credibility on a research res ult, it is 

important to use externa l coders who are fu milia r with the co ncep t of the research and the 

codd ing sys te m. Accord ing to Creswe II (20 12) " Va lida ting find ings means tha t the resea rcher 

determines the accuracy or cred ibility of the findings through strategies suc h liS externa l a udit. ·' 

(p.257) C reswe ll adds that this method is when the researcher applies the service of an external 

person that is o uts ide the research to review the data. A lso Dornye i (2007) sa id " re liability refers 

to the degree of co nsistency with which instances are assigned to the same category by different 

observer". A lso as Mayring (2000) said, to have reliab ility a nd va lidity and to carry o ut checks 

fo r reliab il ity, as we ll as estima te the interceder rel iability we use qualitative co ntent ana lys is ( in 

contrary to quantitative co ntent analysis) ,and o nly trained members of the project team and we 

reduce the standard of coder agreement". As Weber (1990) sa id in Wildemuth and Zhang, 

(2009), "coder's knowledge and experience ha ve significant impact o n the cred ib ility of research 

res ults. It is necessary to provide coders precise coding definitions and clear coding proced ures. 

It is also he lpful to prepare coders through a co mpre hens ive training progra m". Exte rna l coder 

reliab ility is in which independent coders eva luate a characteristic of a message. or a1timct. 

Therefore, externa l coder (inter-coder re liability) is used for the c red ibi lity of the research result. 

These coders are two seco nd year pos tgraduate jo urnalism and co mmunicatio n students who 

have e no ugh knowledge of development journalism. Moreover, they have had a detailed 
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exp lanat io n and trai ning o n the categories and the cod in g syste m as we ll as o n the researc h 

questions of the research. 

Inter-coder re tiab ility was ca lculated by using Ho lsti 's formula. 

Reliabil ity = 2m! N I + N2 

In the furm ula, M s tands for the number of cod ing decis io ns two coders agree, a nd N I and N2 are 

the tota I numbe r 0 f cod ing dec is ions by the seco nd and the second coder. Based on th is formula , 

the coding reliability with the external coders is 99 . II. 
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Chapter Four: Data Analysis and Presentation 

In o rder to answer the researc h ques t ions, o ne hundred and twenty news samples EBC Amharic 

development news were co llected a nd both qua nt itat ive ly and qua li tatively analyzed. The views 

of fi ve se nior repOlters and two editors that a re highly in vo lved in deve lopment news were a lso 

inc luded. Based on the catego ries, the news was exa mined a nd the resea rc her therefore, has 

come to the fo llowing findings. 

4.1Participatory and balanced news 

In this category, the data was analyzed to see whe ther the news gave equa l chance for a ll a nd see 

the story fi'om different angle. A lso to see if the pub lic have a chance to exp lain their own iss ues, 

and themselves by defining their own problems, and deve lop me nt iss ues that was presented 111 

the news. 

Table I : Balanced source se lection and public's pmticipation 

PropOltion on the news selection News 

Government o fllc ia ls 95% 

Public 6.6% 

Ruling palty 96% 

Opposition parties (spec ia lIy po litica l and 0.8% 

democracy issues) 

Independent profess ionals and other sources to 2.4% 

expla in the issues 

Solutio ns, development issues, prob lems and 8% 

complains that come fi'om the public 

Table 2: The percentage of government source that is used in the news 

Source News 

Government officia Is 95% 

Government so urces g lvmg feed back to the 5.6% 

public 
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Fro m 95% of news w ith government so urces, 5.6% of the news story is abo ut these so urces 

g iving feed back to the public. However a ll the comme nt ancl the feedback process in the news 

a re not fuci litated by the jo urna list, the aud ie nce d id not g ive theu' co mp la int to the med ia and the 

med ia d id no t a ir that comp la in to the co ncerned body. The med ia is no t servi ng as a brid ge, or 

as a mediator betwee n the public a nd the government or public se rvice age nc ies. The reporters 

are not try in g to find a problem am o ng the people and reflect that prob le m. Rather the news is 

telling the a ud ience about how government offic ia ls gave answer to the public quest io n and 

co mplains dW'ing a meeting that a lready took p lace. The government and the pub lic are a~'eady 

communicated and had a discuss io n about the issue . The news stories were abo ut where the 

meeting took place and what did these so urces sa id dW'ing the mee ting. The jOlU'nalist's jo b was 

presenting these discussions directly. 

Table 3 : Percentage of public's voice in the news 

So.urce News 

Public 6.6% 

During d iscussio ns between the pub lic and 3.4% 
government, public's opinion and comments 

public with positive comments during these 1% 
discussions du-ectly presented 

The public' s negative comments and complain 2.4% 
on government jobs d uring these d iscussio ns 
that did not presented dU'ectly, but that was 
oaraohrased and oresented by the ioulllalis t. 
Comment fi'om a committee fi'om House of 0.8% 
People' s Representatives 
News that equa lly shows people complain and 1.6% 
government bod ies' answers dW'ing a 
discussion. 
People were dU'ectly presented as a source 0.8% 

complain ing on government service agency 
and they were not in a meeting. 

The public whom the journa list referred to 0% 
have said they support the ofllcial' s idea 
d irectly presented in the news 
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Fro m the news that are abo ut d iscuss io n betwee n the pub lic a nd gove rnment, 3.4% o f it is about 

pub lic op inion and co mments with government offic ia ls' answe r and comments about what 

happe ned during a d isc uss io n. However, in I % of this news, o nly those people w ith pos itive 

comments were shown while peop le's negative comments were never shown direc t ly. 2.4% o f 

the news did not direct ly show the peop le fi'o m whom the negative comp la int came fi'o m during 

disc uss io ns. The o nly public opinion that was d irect ly prese nted in this news was o nly the 

opinio n of the peop le w ho were apprec iat in g the govern ment's job. The jOlu'na lis ts ge nerally 

paraphrased a nd presented the people's nega t ive co mpla in a nd o nly the officia l's answer was 

prese nted direct ly w ith the pos itive op inio n o f the peop le. In 0 .8% of the news, the public 

comment is not fi'o m ord inary peo ple but fi'om a co mmittee fi'o m the Ho use of Peop le's 

Representat ives but it is taken as a pub lic comment (s ince they are their representatives). O nly 

1.6% of the news equally shows peoples ' co mp la in and government bodies' answers during a 

disc ussio n. The peop le who were ta lking abo ut prob lems were prese nted equa lly as the officials 

in the news. And 0.8% of the news was abo ut disc uss ion that was between government 0 ffic ia Is, 

independent profess io na ls and their a nswers for the audiences' q uestion and co mme nt. Few 

ques tio ns and comme nts that we re raised by the public during these disc uss io ns we re also 

in c luded in the news. In ge neral, inc lud ing the indirect reference of the peop le's op inio n by the 

journalist, 6.6% of the news used the public together wtth the go vernme nt as a source. 

Tab le 4: Percentage of news stories that give the pub lic a chance to take part in the 

communicat io n process 

Source News 
Feedback or compla in fi'om the public 0% 
on the news that was presented 
previous Iy 
Comment and prob lems that came 0% 
straight to the news agency, and 
presented to the general public fo r the 
[u'St tune 

There is no feedback or co mpla in fro m the pub lic o n the news that was prese nted prev io us ly. [n 

any of the news there is no co mpla in , or problem that was prese nted for the first tim e. A ll the 

iss ues were a lready known a nd have been disc ussed. They a re compla ins that are a lready reac hed 
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government bodies, and most of them are repo lts o n disc uss ions that a lready took place. 

Nonetheless, they infonTI the public about a meetulg that a ~·eady happened. 

Table S: Percentage of news that uses different sources to exp lain a story fi·om d iffe rent angle 

Source News 

Indepe ndent profess io na ls and different so urces to exp lain a n 

issue 2.4% 

News stOlY that has used governme nt officia Is, independent 0.8% 
professionals and audiences as a source. 

News that present the eve nt coord inator (government) a nd 0 .8% 

the patticipants (genera l public) as the so urce 

Different sources were du·ectly presented: government 2.4% 
officials, ordulary people, researchers, professiona ls on the 
issue were presented to talk about one development project. 

Both committees from the house of people' s representatives 4% 
and government bodies are the so urce. 

N<::ws about differe nt tips of agreements on deve lopment 4% 
plan and loan betwee n Ethiopia and other countries and 
ulternat io na I organiz<,tio ns, both co untries representatives 
were the source 

Offic ia l so urces were the o nly source used to s how changes 10% 

and developments among the peop le and/or in the count,y 

In 33 .1 % of the news, 0.8% of it was about an event both the coo rd inator (governme nt) a nd the 

paltic ipants (ge nera l public) we re the so urce . In 10% of the news c hanges and developments 

a mo ng t he people a nd/or in the country were expressed by the o ffic ia ls direct ly. The public 

who m the jo urnalist referred to have sa id they s upport the officia l's idea were not s hown 

directly; the journalists just paraphra sed a nd prese nted their id eas. In2.4%ofthe news, different 

sources were direct ly prese nted: governm ent offic ia ls, ordinary peop le, researc he rs, profess io na ls 

on the iss ue we re presented to talk about o ne deve lopment project. However this is not the 
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journalist effort to see a story fi'om different angle, or g ive all bodies a chance to equally 

part ic ipate. The journalist presented disc uss io n forums that a lready happe ned and inc luded all 

the so urces. In 4% of the news, co mmittees fi'o m the ho use of peop le's representatives and 

government bodies are the so urce. 4% of the news is about d ifferent tip s of agreements o n 

deve lopment plan and loan betwee n Ethiop ian a nd other countries and in ternat iona l 

orga niza tio ns and both countries representatives were the so urce. O nly in 0.8% of the news were 

the oppos ite party repre sentative 's comment was shown, togethe r w ith FDRE's co mments. 

Howeve r the jo urna list did not interview or ask for the ir op inio n. The news was abo ut a 

presentatio n and a discussio n o n a repo lt that took place in the par liament and the op inio n the y 

gave in the parliament we re presented. 0.8% of the so urces in a story showed people 

compla in ing on government service agency and not in a meetulg. 

The rest of the news on ly used one so urce and that is the so urce the story is about. Positive 

changes amo ng the pub lic, developments, and even public op inio ns are expressed by others 

rather than the ordinary public itself. Stories are not from the public. Public 's comme nt and 

opinio ns a re not the emp has is of the sto ries. Govern ment bodies (95%), FDRE (96%) (in 

Eth iopia case both these so urces are usually the sa me), and gove rn ment project ma nagers and 

people who are in vo lved in the de ve lopment projec ts (4%), and/o r a press re lease fro m these 

sources are the o nes who are loud ly heard in the news. The jo urnalist did not independently 

prese nt the public's concern; the people who were prese nted in the news are those w ho were 

already in the meeting or who were responsible fo r the issue. 

Table 6: Percentage of news stories that serve as a bridge between the public and government 

Categories News 

News that addresses prob lems in the pub lic and fi·o m 8% 

the public in order for the government to take action 

JOllrna list reported the pub lic's prob lem in a ve ry 0.8% 

genera l term and went to the officia I's answer. 

Peop le w ho were a lready 111 the meeting with the 7.2% 

concerned body speaking about some problems. 
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8% of the news addresses prob lems in the public and from the public in order for the government 

to take ac tio n. However, in 0.8% of the news, the jo urnal is t just reported the public's prob lem in 

a ve ry ge nera l term and went to the official's answer. The rest of the news showed peop le who 

were already in the meeting with the concerned bod y speaking abo ut so me problems . The 

journalist was just telling the event instead of try ing to take people's prob le m to the co ncerned 

body so that action would be taken. 

All the jo urnalis ts that were interviewed by the researc her sa id the news has unbalanced so urces 

because they use med ia advisory, press re lies, call from governm ent and project manager 

communication o ffice, as so urces most of the time. They sa id that s ince the ir major so urce of 

information is not the public, the public voice is less heard . Thus they do not be lieve the so urce 

the y use is bala nced a nd two ways. One of the reporter sa id , "We a lmost a lways go and hear 

what the o fficials has to say, o r said during a meet ingor a n eve nt and present that informatio n to 

the public". 

For the ques tion why they did not try to find other stories and so urces, a ll the repOlters sa id that 

it is because this is what they are almost always ordered to do a nd eve n if they were not o rdered, 

they fear to go out of what has been habituated in the news roo m for a long time. And s ince they 

use press re leases and media adv isory as 0 so urcc, and these s tory's so urces are those offic ials 

and deve lopment project managers who ask the agency to cover a story, and the story they are 

sent to cove r evo lved aro und these common so urce s, the story is o ne s ided and not public 

fuc used. One of the reporters sa id, "We hard ly go to a regular citize n who is not in an eve nt o r in 

a meeting for the primary so urce of informat io n" . The o ther repo rte rs agree o n th is and see m to 

see ESC news reporter' s job is to prese nt information from above to the people. The interviewed 

editors said, no matter how the so urces are no t dive rse the iss ue is about the public. And for them 

this sho ws they foc us o n the public ins tead of the government. And they be lieve they have to 

help the government on the development process by transmitting the u' message to the public. 

For the question of us ing diverse iss ue even to present the s tories they got from officials, both 

interviewees rep lied they d id not do that. They d irect ly prese nted the speech, press relies and any 

inrormat io n fi'ol11 the sources. 
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4.2 In-Depth reporting 

In this category, the news was analyzed to see if the journalists tried to interpre t, a na lyze, 

investigate, and g ive detailed informatio n to g ive two s ided, in· depth and ve rified information 

that wi ll enable the audience to make up their own mind, to ha ve depth kno w ledge o n the 

development issue, have different perspective o n the informat io n a nd think and reac t on the 

development issue. 

Table 7: percentage of news that shows in- depth reporting 

Categories News 

News that give detail informatio n on stories that are about development project. 0.8% 

Background infor mat io n, explanatio n and/or comment, on the difference and 0% 
sU11ilarities between development reports and what is really go ing on. 

Stories that were about development partnership between nations exp lained in-depth 0% 

Journalists critica lly analyze and explau1 development projects, plans, policies or 0% 
any development inrormation U1 difIerent perspectives, and the ir impact on the 
people. 
journal ists try to see problems independentl y 0% 

Journalists present a press release or a speech from the ruling party's official's 0% 
office with back gro und informatio n, explanat io n, or independent comment 

Jow'nalists foretells what will happen in the firture U1 relation to development needs, 0.8% 
sustainabili ty 

Only 0.8% of the news gave detail information on stor ies that are abo ut development project. 

Howeve r, this exp lanat ion was done by the on ly so urce that was used in order to explain about 

the project which is also the one w ho is responsible for the process of the project. The rest of the 

news s imilarly used one so urce w hich is the peop le who are respons ible ror the development 

project and plan o r whom the story was about and these so urces did not give de ta il explanation 

other than their prepared speec h or report. The jo urna list did not add independe nt comment or 

exp lanation o n the informatio n and tried to see the story fi'om different perspect ives . When 

prese nting a project's progress, the only o ne who is say ing the project is go ing we ll and it is 

53 



go in g to be very benefic ia l is eit her the o ne w ho is doing the project or the people who are 

U1VO I ved in it. 

Additio nal information on the process of the projec t, plan, policy or any deve lopment story, 

informat ion abo ut how the proj ect is progress in g accord ing to the p Ian a nd a nalys is ofthe project 

process and status, or any of the development sto ries was not give n by independent so urces or 

the jo urna list himse lf. No news show in-depth report in g and/or invest igat ion of development 

stories. Journalist direct ly show what happened 0 1'1 and who say what. For exa mple in o ne of the 

news, the deve lopment project leader (the on ly so urce) was say ing "even tho ugh the process is 

not going as fust as the p lan, the project's progress is impress ive ". Ho wever, the journa list did 

not ask hUll, or try to find out the reason why they are not go ing as fust as they planned. 

8% of the news is about wo rk report by government offic ia ls to the House of Represe ntat ives. 

The journa list did not try to see or g ive a detailed explanatio n and /or comment on the difference 

and s imilarities between the report a nd what is rea lly go ing o n, or backgro und informatio n on the 

report. They jus t prese nt (re-read) the repo lt. For exa mple in one story during govern ment 

officia l's report for the House of People's Represe ntatives, the official ' s report shows some 

drawbacks that happened during the imp lementatio n of the p Ian. However the jo urnalist d id not 

try to explaul about these drawbacks or on any other issues that were presented Ul the report. 

5% of the news is abo ut agreements between Et hiopia and other countries and internat ional 

orga nizat ions on development p lan, projects and loan for projects. There is no additional 

exp lanation by the journalist about the applicabil ity of the plan, explanation of the project, what 

it means for the people of both co untr ies or the imp leme ntatio n of the loa n o n the proj ect. The 

journalist s imply prese nted the eve nt and who said what during the agreement cerenn ny w itho ut 

any additional explanation in any way. 

When presenting news that is about a development policy a nd plan, journalists do not add a 

s ingle idea other than tellin g who sa id what during the ir presentation of the plan or the pol icy. 

The only o ne who is talicing about the policy's benefit is on ly a government official. No other 

explanation and views were presented by the jo urna lists to critically analyze and expla in 

deve lopment projects, p lans, po lic ies or any deve lopme nt information in different perspect ives, 

and the ir impact on the people. The journa lis t did not try to exp lain the prese nted plan o r po lic y 

in relation to the co wltry's development goa~ the actual applicability of the plans. 
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In 0.8% of the news, the journa lis t fore te lls what w ill happen in the future in re lat io n to 

deve lopment needs, s ustainability and exp la in s the subject in re lation to the orig ina l deve lopment 

goals. 

When the news is abo ut disc uss ion, press re lease, press co nre rence, repolt,. and a speech o n 

deve lopment issues, a ll the journa list d id was prese nt who say what. Jo urnalists did not try to 

expla in, ana lyze, and g ive backgro und in fu rma t io n a nd independ e nt bod y exp la na tio n o n a ny o f 

this news stories. 

In the news stor ies whe re governme nt o ffic ia ls and government pub lic serv ice age ncies give 

answer fur public comment and comp la in, the jo lU'na list did no t try to exp lain the app licab ility of 

their answers to the prob lem or how the offic ia l's so lution is rea lly go ing to so lve the people' s 

prob lem and how the peop le fee l abo ut the a nswers. They jus t prese nt the o fficia l's a nswer with 

no exp lanatio n. Peop le who said they a re having a problem (during a meet ing) were not 

prese nted in the story d irect ly except in the 0.8% ofthe news story. The journa lists d id not try to 

see these prob lems independent ly, and g ive deta il and/or add itio na l informat io n. The jo urna list 

parap hrased peop le's co mpla in and prese nted the offic ia l's a nswer di rectly w ith no explanation 

or invest iga tion. For exa mple in one news sto ry, the government offic ia ls sa id the rumor, and 

compla ins abo ut the s hortage of sugar is not true and there is e no ugh sugar out the re in a ll shops. 

However the journal ist o nly prese nted this answer; the jo urna list did not try to see if there is 

ind eed e no ugh suga r in the s hops or ask shop owners or in terv iew the people to know what rea lly 

is happening. They just take the offic ia I answer as it is and c lose the case. 

Journalists a lso prese nt a press release or a speec h d irect ly fro m the ruling party' s o fficia l's 

office w ithout any back gro und info rma tio n, explanation, or indepe ndent comment. For exa mple 

on the news that was about how muc h the FDERE has bee n he lping the deve lopment projects 

and plan, the journalist did not explain anything or tried to see wha t has been sa id indepe ndently. 

Rat her they re-read the p ress re lies directly fi 'om the FDERE o ffi ce . T his ap proac h goes to a ll the 

repOIts, speeches, d isc ussio n po in t a nd a nswe rs, or any in fo rma tio n that ca me fi 'o m the 

government official and/or EFDRE offic ia l's office. 

When journalists presented developme nt accomp lishments, the o nly source the y used to prove if 

these deve lopments do ex ist are government offic ials the iss ue is co ncerned . For exa mple to ta lk 
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abo ut a huge profit tha t has been gained on agr icu ltura l products , the o nly so urce is the M inistry 

o f Agr ic ulture; to s how the re is a deve lopment o n trade eco no my the only so urce is the trade and 

economy minister 's prepared speech; to show there is a higher job opportunity for the city yo uth, 

the o nly so urce is the city administra tive prepared speech not the yo uth 's tes timo ny o n the iss ue. 

The jo urna lists did not try to expla in, or see what these acco mpl is hments mea n to the peop le, 

w hat kind of c ha nge a nd be ne fit they ca n a nd/or w ill br in g to the co untry's or ig inal deve lop me nt 

goals and the public, wha t the plan was to make this growt h s usta inable or to rerer ot her so urces 

on th is area to expla in about the issue or ana lyze it by themse lves . 

There is no news that s hows the jo urnalist exp la ining and ana lyzing a deve lopment p lan, project 

and repolt, its actua I imp leme nta t ion a nd its difference fi'o m a planned sc hema and its 

re latedness and s ustainab ili ty to the a udience. The news shows project leader's op inio n, officia l's 

speech and report o n a develop ment work report, p lan, and po licy as it is w ith no add itio na l 

explanatio n. 

2.4% of the news in c ludes independe nt proressio na l ins ights. However that is not beca use the 

journa lists tried to see the info rmatio n fi'om d iffere nt side a nd ask these sources to co mme nt on 

the iss ue, rather these sources we re inc luded in the news beca use the news was abo ut a 

disc ussio n tha t a lready took place betwee n government offic ia ls, the public and profess ionals. 

The news is not serving as fo rum for differe nt op inio n or invest iga tes in fo rmat io n by us ing 

differe nt so urces. Rather the news just repOlts d isc ussions that happened to inc lude these 

sources. 

In 2.5% of the news, rew peop le were prese nted talk ing abo ut the ir proble ms a nd peop le wit h 

diffe re nt op inio ns on o ne iss ue. But as the above scena rio, the jo urna list was no t try in g to see or 

in vest igate a sto ry fi'o m different perspec tive. These dive rse opinio ns were presented when a 

journalist showed what has been said durulg an event and discuss ion. 

A ll reporters tha t were interviewed said they ge t orde rs to cover most o f the stories a nd no o ne 

te lls them how much deta il a nd invest iga tio n they ha ve to do 0 n a story. S ince most of the stor ies 

they get ordered to cover are abo ut eve nts that a lready happe ned and prob lems that were already 

in d iscussio n, they repo lt what has bee n said or happe ned o nly. They fuc used o n present ing and 

g iving in for mation. They be lieve there are some other programs that work on inves t igat ive 

repOlt in g a nd in-depth exp la na tio n o f deve Io pment progra ms, p lans or any o ther iss ues. Both the 
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interviewed editors sa id, in vestigatio n and in-depth report ing is not prior to the ir objective. 

Because there are so me other programs that w ill g ive detail exp lanatio n a nd in vestigation. And 

they have not said anything about pressure fi'om above. 

In addition, the jo urn alists said that though a d irect threat never came fi'om their boss not to 

investigate and critica lly examine the iss ue, they d id not dare to do it a nd go beyond reflecti ng 

what they are se nt to cover. However o ne jo urnalis t sa id there is so me kind. of press ure fi"Om 

above. 

4,3 Journalist's Way ofl'eporting development information 

Und er this category, how journalists prese nt development info rmation to make the news 

interest ing, easy to understand and to make the public react ive to the issue is see n. In add ition to 

th is, the extent to wh ich the news was used to see not on ly positive part but negative stories to 

bring ullprovements and changes was also examuled . 

EBC ' s prime time news focuses on disc ussio ns that have a lready taken places, agree ment 

ceremo nies, eve nts and presentat ion of press releases, report and offic ia l speec hes. A ll the news 

in forms the audience what has been said and what kind of event and ceremony happened. 

Journa lists do not add anything to try to motivate and educate the public' to part ic ipate in 

deve lopment process and co mmunication process. Other than in fo rming the pub lic about those 

eve nts, the journalist did not add any informat ion. [n a ll the news the jo urna list was a s imple tub 

or ec hoer tha t s imply trans lated or repeated who sa id what. The people's part in deve lopment 

process and plan, a nd how they can pa lticipate in commun icat io n process and development 

project plan was not included. All news is about what government d id and w ill do. Projects and 

plans are prese nted in a way that makes it so und as the on ly o ne who is going to be needed and 

paIticipated in it is the governme nt; the public's part did not get mentioned. 

News that was about agreements between Ethiopia a nd other co untries or internationa l 

orga nization or press releases and speech was p rese nted as it is, w ith no addit io nal informat io n 

from the journalist in order to motivate, or to tell how the people can p3lticipate in the project or 

plan, or how any project plan, policy and report mea ns and/ or affucts the people's futW"e or 

present li fe dU'ect ly or indirectly, why it is worth to be on the news, and g ive so me information 

that w ill make the audience to think about the information afte r the news is over. Rather the 

57 



journalists just inform o n who sa id what or what hap pen during this news. And the way the 

stories are 

prese nted does not s how any effort by the jo urnalist to prese nt the sto ry more human interest, to 

show how the stories are important to the audience, and sho w the public 's part in future plan or 

apprec iate and/or show the public's pa rtic ipa tio n o n a deve lopment that has occurred in o rder to 

make the audience to care abo ut the issue and motivate. 

All news is presented in o ne way. The jo urnalist' s way ofte lling a story and usage of language is 

not every day co nversat iona l and easy language. They do not try to relate a story to so mething 

that is curre nt or interesting. The jo urna lis ts do not try to find a way to make the news important 

to liste n to (relating it to human interest) . They s imply te ll who say what or what happened, and 

where it happened directly in a very formal way. For exa mple in a story about a meeting be tween 

L ib ya and Ethiopia on economic deve lopment project pla n, the jo urna list directly repo rted what 

the minister said about the new deve lopment plan. Here the journalis t co uld ha ve prese nted the 

story by giving a comment, explanation, or by askin g the so urces abo ut ho w this eco no mic 

deve lopment project plan might a ffect Ethiopian re fugees tha t li ve in Lib ya and what kind o f 

future th is agreeme nt might bring to th ese people. At the time this news was a ired, most 

Ethiopians who lived in Arab countries we re in tro uble, and Libya is o ne of the co untries who 

have a s ignificant numbe r of Ethiopia n refugees. Re lating developme nt sto ries to somethin g that 

matters to the public or to a hot iss ue will draw the people's attentio n and inte rest in 

development issues. 

S ince jo urnalists prese nt plans, projec ts or any deve lopment informatio n w itho ut adding 

independent information, there is no ne ws that showed the journa lis t' s additio nal information, 

effort to write and to present the stories in order to make the informatio n interesting, 

motivatio nal and participatory. They s imply prese nt the so urces and what the story is about or 

what the project concern said. 

The y use the same furmat of sto rytelling style for all news. Even the anchor' s and the repol1e r's 

vo ice pitch is s imilar in eve ry story. They use very forma l way o f storyte lling tec hnique . The 

ancho rs do not add a ny co mme nt, co mmunicate w ith the reporter or add his/he r spice to make 

the story more interesting a nd lively. The ir face and to ne was ne utral all the time and they did 

not go out of the script. They just read what is on there. 
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Table 8: Proportion between positive and negative news in percentage 

Characteristics News 
news that does not ta lk abo ut any success 7.2% 
Among this 7.2% news, news that is about disc uss ions that al ready took place but it 's 4.1% 
not about success or negative stories 
news about nega tive comments by the committee fium the house of rep resentat ive o n 1.6% 
developmen t issue 

Negative comment fium opposite party 0.8% 
News that show the journalist du-ectlv coverina a negative stOly. 0% 

T here is 7.2% of the news that does not talk abo ut any success. Amo ng this news, 4. 1% of the 

news is abo ut stor ies that show discuss io ns that a lready took p la ce but it' s not abo ut s uccess or 

negative stories. In the 3.1 % of the news, though the journa list was not repOlting a ne w negat ive 

story, the stories were about problems that are a lready known and been put up for disc uss ions, 

and about s uccessful positive actio n that a lread y has bee n taken. In o ne of the news story, even 

tho ugh the ma in focus of the story is a success story, the governme nt age ncy was prese nted 

complaining o n advelt isement companies o n how they are harming the co nsumer. 1.6% of the 

news was abo ut negat ive comments by the committee from the House of Representat ive on 

deve lopment iss ue. 0.8% inc luded a negative comme nt by the oppos ite palty represe ntative on a 

repOIt by a minister during discussions in the parliament. Other than these, the rest of the news is 

about success and pos iti ve stories. There is no news that showed the journa list direct ly coverin g 

a negative story. 

Tab le 9: Journalist's explanatio n and interpretat io n of deve lopment info rmat io n 

Characteristics News 
Deve lop me nt project and deve lop ment 1.6% 
inrormat io n was easily expla ined. 
Journa list gave an exp lanat ion fo r a 0.7% 
governme nt official's press release. 
Journa list interpre t, and exempli fy, news 0% 
that has jargo ns, words that are no t 
Amharic, statistics numbers that are too 
ge nera~ a nd info rmation that needs 
background knowledge on the issue. 
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T here is 1.6% news where the development project a nd deve lopment informat io n was eas ily 

exp la ined. The journalis t used a n animation to explain how much a road construc tio n wi ll cover 

and wi ll look like wh ile o n the other news development was exp la ined (even tho ugh it is by the 

regio n government offic ia l) by showing what that achieved de ve lopment has bro ught to people. 

The statistic numbers were exp lained by the regio n ad ministrative o fficial by explaining what 

that meant to the people's life. 

On ly in 0.7% of the news, the journalis t gave an exp lanation for a government o fficia l's press 

release. A lso in this news the jOlu·na list showed the peop le 's co mment o n the issue the offic ial 

was talk ing about. Except in this news, jo urnalis ts did no t prese nt offic ia ls' speech or press 

re leases w ith a detailed independent explanat io n, back ground information and other independent 

body's comment (profess iona ls, opposite parties/or objection, the public) in the rest of the news. 

Furthermore, the journa list d id not inte rpret, and exemp lilY, news tha t has jargons, word s that are 

not Amharic (English words during a speech, discuss ion or an interview), stat istics numbers that 

are too genera l, and information that needs background know ledge on th e iss ue. The actua l 

mean ing o f information that is in number did not explained by the journa list. For example in one 

news whe n the journa list was repolt in g about a deve lopment repolt by paraphras ing the 

authority's report, the repo rter kept referring the amou nt of peop le as 5.5 as the authority who is 

read ing the repolt was say ing. This might be hard to unders tand how many people it means. Also 

in another news sto ry, the jo urnalist was re-read ing what the offic ial said about deve lopment 

informat io n and he sa id two hundred perce nt. The reporters did not put development information 

in a way that can make sense to a ll c lass of peop le. The reporter did not exp lain what these 

number and informat io n means, but re-read what the so urce said w ith no exp la na tion or 

simpli ficat io n of the illrormation. 

The way journalists present a n event o r a press re lease about an iss ue does not show any effort to 

s implify, and explain the importance o r the esse nce and even more, the mean ing of the story 

other than presenting repeating what the so w·ces the StOIY is about! concern said. 

The repo lters who were interv iewed sa id the sa me sty le of wr iting has been used in the news 

roo m for a long time; eve rybody use this s tyle to prese nt a ll SO lt of news stories a nd no o ne dared 

to try another path to present s tories. One of the interv iewed repOiters said even if they try to 

prese nt the sto ries in a new way, the ir bosses will not be hap py by the change. The res t of the 
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reporters also said even if they came up with different sty le of presenting the news; the editors 

w ill not accept it. According to one of the interviewee, eve n tho ugh she never had a prob lem 

w ith her bosses o n the way she writes and present deve lopme nt news, s he never dared to use a 

ne w and more interest ing way of present in g information. In order to stay out of trouble she 

prefers to use these very formal ways of story presentatio n style that have been pract iced for a 

long time in the news station. The rest of journa lists have the sa me idea. T hey all be lieve go ing 

out of what has been used in the news station wi ll be unacceptable. And agree this story telling 

style is not explanatory and new and interesting. However; this is an unwritten rule they follow 

in the news room. 

Nevertheless the ed itors believe this way of news presentation is appropriate because it is not 

entertainment news. 

Focus ing o n positive stories was believed to motivate the public by both reporters and editors. 

The interviewees believe focusing o n posit ive news will be enco ura gement by itse lf, a nd this is 

the reason why they focus on posit ive news in stead of negative news. Negative news stories are 

bel ieved to discourage the public by the news room. Thus they focus on positive issues in order 

to motivate the pUblic. 

4.4 The journalist's way of addressing the audience 

Under this category how the public is referred in the news and how the message was 

communicated with the public were analyzed. 

Table 10: Public rererence in the news in percentage 

Categories News 
The pub lic are encouraged to react and part icipate (on the 8% 
development process or U1 the communicatio n process) 
News that shows government offic ia ls and project leade rs 3.2% 
mforming and, asking the public to SUppOlt a development project 
News that mobilize aud ience 0.9% 
The public is rega rded as active pmt icipant not as a passive 9.6% 
mformation receiver. 
Among this 9.6% news that was about government public serv ice 0.8% 
organizat io n giving answer for the public comment 
Among this 9.6% where the source referred the Dublic genera lly 8.8% 
News that exp la ins how de ve lopment information affects, relate 9.7% 
and/or matter to the individual watchu1U the news at home 
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The public are enco uraged to react and palticipate (on the deve lopment process or in the 

communication process) in 8% of the ne ws. However as it is disc ussed under the previous 

category, these encourage ments came not from the jow'na lis t's own exp lanat io n to mot ivate and 

encourage the audience but directly fi'om the sources the story is about. 

Out of this news, 0.8% o f news sho ws the gove rnment offic ia l enco uraging the yo uth during an 

event to fight their own battle to bring democrac y. 3.2% of the news s hows a governme nt o fficial 

and a project leade r informing the public (d uring an event) how much the develo pme nt project is 

developing, and asking the public to s upport a development project by keeping pos itive a ttitude 

and do nating money. And in one of thi s news, people who are interviewed a re prese nted 

exp ress ing their willingness to donate the projcct asking the audience to do the samc. 

0.9% of the news shows government official 's speech expla ining how easily people can 

palt ic ipate in the transformat ion plan a nd process by pay ing ta x and people who were 

interv iewed we re shown enco ura ging the audience to pay tax. 1.6 % of the news presented a 

government officials informing and motivat ing investors to come to Ethiopia By express ing 

Ethiopia has good access for foreign investors during his speech in a meeting. 

In the rest of the news, s uccess stories, po licy, project, plan and process were prese nted, and the 

public was not enco uraged o r to ld how they can paltic ipa te in the project, or to ld what the 

public's part is in the development plan or process was, o r ho w the public can ask, g ive co mment 

on this information. While so me officials ta lk about how many pos itive c ha nges have been 

achieved, they did not refer or acknowledge the public 's participa tio n or effOlt that he lped these 

changes to come. The ir own plans and how well they implemented the m was the on ly th ing they 

prese nted as the only reason for all success. As it is disc ussed in the above category, the 

journalists never tried to associate it with the public either. 

O nly in 9.6% of news, the aud ience is regarded as active paIticipant a nd not as a pass Ive 

informat ion receiver. A mong this 9.6% of the news, 0.8% of the news was abo ut government 

public service orga nizatio n o fficial s g iving a nswer for the pub lic co mment and in the 8.8% of 

news; the so urce refurred the public genera lly. In the rest of the news th e public is a passive 

inlOrmation receiver. 'TIley just receive in lO rmation fi'om above. 
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Totally there is 9.7% news tliat exp lains how that development into rmation affects, re late and/or 

matter to the individual watching the news at home. In all these news the journalists are not the 

one who analyze the story and explain to the audience how the information matters. Rather the 

journalist use the source's (whom the one the story is about) word, to show why this event is 

happening and why it matters. S ince the iss ue is about them, telling the importance of their work 

is not as unbiased as the journalist's explaining the importance of the issue. In the rest of the 

news, s ince most of the news s how who sa id what or what happened with no explanation, the 

news does not te ll how the proj ect is go ing to affect the people, what kind of change that will 

come, who is going to have the benefit exactly, how people are going to be affected during the 

process, what is the public's palt in this, and why it matters. Only information is served from the 

government to the public. 

All the interviewed jow'nalisf's and editor ' s answers show the only way they use to motivate and 

address the audience is by showing a positive news. The interviewees said since it is believed 

presenting a positive story is enough encourageme nt and motivatio n to the people, they do not 

focus on if the story has additional elements other than be ing success oriented to motivate and to 

make the public active information rece iver. 

One reporter said since their source s are project mana gers, gove rnment offices or other officials 

that contact the news room by se nding media advisory or by any other means, the public only 

received the information fi'om these so urces. Instead of two ways, the public is a rece ive r only. 

Other reporter sa id "you can say we repeat what these SOlU'ces sa id or show what they did. I 

believe we are one way road from the very few sources to the large population. I do not think we 

are considering the public to be active on the information we provide" . The editors also agreed 

and said the public is a pass ive information receiver. However they said even ifthe news makes 

the public pass ive, the news station is open for any comment from the public on any of the 

stories. 

4.4 The extent EBC news cover development issues , the content of the 

development issues, and its focus on diverse development issues 

In this category how much EBC's primetime Amharic news program cover development iss ues, 

the content of the development issues and how it focusses o n diverse de ve lopment issues were 

examuled and the following results were found. 

63 



Accord ing to the editor s a nd repOiters, the main focus of ESC's prime time news is develo pment 

and deve lopment related stories. From the data that was gathered, 99% of the news was found to 

be dU'ectly or indirectl y related to the cow1try's development iss ues. 

Table II: percentage of news on diverse development issues 

The rocus of the news on divers deve lopment issues News 
Economic 70.9% 

Political 16.9% 

Enviro nmental 7.2% 

Social 9.7% 

Economic and envu'onmental 1.6% 

Economic and politica l 6.4% 

Urban development issues ' 8% 

Rural deve lopment issues 98% 

From a ll the news that was gathered, 70.9% of the news focuses on eco no mic deve lopment 

iss ues. There is 16.9% news that is about polit ica l deve lopment iss ues. There is 7.2% news that 

is about env ironmental iss ue and 9.6% news that are abuut sucial uevelopment issues. A mon g 

th is news 1.6% is both eco nomic and e nvironme nta l iss ues and 6.4% of the s tory is both 

econo mic and a lso have some political pmt as we ll. On ly 8% of the news s tory is about urban 

development issues. 

4.6 The focus ofthe news on development process and events 

Under this category, how much the news focuse s on development process stories rather tha n 

events was seen. 

Table 12: The comparison of the news focus on development events and process in percentage 

The foc us of th e news o n de ve lop ment process News 

and events 

Events 75.8% 

Process 24.19% 
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Chapter Five: Discussion of Findings 

Participatory and balanced news 

Deve lopment journalism can be be nt to be used for the be nefit o f the few rather than the mass. 

Media can be manipulated for the wro ng purpose und er the disgu ise of de ve lopment jo urnalism. 

As skjerdal, (2011) said , one of the c ritic is ms of de ve lopment jo urna lis m is jo urnalis ts becoming 

the mouth of the government in the name of deve lopment journalism. I n this case the 

government w ill use media for manifesting the ir view and promoting the ir own good image. 

Therefore as the profess ionals that serve the ge neral public, the journalists must make s ure they 

g ive equal chance for all to partic ipate. In addition participatory theory argue s in order to use 

mass media to inform the path of soc iety 's development, the media's power must be used to 

make sure a ll s ides and classes o f informatio n and gro ups are equally presented and the pub lic 

has eno ugh and all s ide of info rmatio n that can e nab le them to make up the ir own mind and 

decide (Middleton, 2009). 

In the contrary to the abo ve ideas, the research findings show, EBC's prime times news so urce 

se lection is not balanced. Stories came from government and / or the ruling party's o fficial' s 

offices rather than the ordinary people. When jo urnalists cover a story about deve lopment 

projects, work repolts, press releases or any o ther development sto ries fi'om these sources, they 

did not try to explain the stories by giv ing the public's op inio n on the issue or other independent 

bodies to comment on the issue or try to explain these s torie s by themselves related to the 

pub lic's needs and the nation's general deve lopment goa ls. Acco rding to Neger ie (2013), 

repOlters should use the government for deplo y ing development ideas but the y must not be their 

only so urce and must be careful not to be used as government's propaganda tool. 

Deve lopment journalism is not only g iving information to the public but it is also informing the 

governors about the public 's opinion on deve lopment re lated iss ues and problems, prese nting 

what is happening among the public, and enabling the public to pmticipate. Though us ing 

government so urce is not a negative thing by itse lf, the so urce needs to be balanced and the 

information fi'om offic ials need s to be presented with public's opinion and perspective and 

ind ependent exp lanation. Banda says to be successful us ing jo urna lism for deve lopment; the 

people's vo ice should be heard on the Media. This way, so lutio n w ill not be to ld to the public as 
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an o rder but a so lution wil l a lso come ["om the p ublic. This wil l make the public highly engaged 

on practicing the so lut ions and be respons ible lO r what is goi ng on. He added that journalists 

sho uld try to see and prese nt stories that are not fi'om the public , fro m the public' s perspective. 

A nd they can do these when a journa list liste n what the peop le th ink a nd fill. The jo urnalist 

needs to go flilther than the governme nt offic ia ls as a so urce of information and try to talk the 

public, find stor ies among them, and give them a c ha nce to talk about s tories that are from 

governme nt, and about the ir problems, the c hanges and developme nts they have accomp lished. 

Development news should never be a means for few people to contro l the society. 

As Tufte & Mefulopulos (2009) say palticipatory theory a rgue med ia fo r deve lop ment should be 

free and inclus ive that wi ll enable ordinary c itize ns to define the ir ow n circumstance, state what 

they need and their own problems, and co me up w ith so lut ions to get these needs and to 

overcome the proble ms. In order to achieve these, two way d ia log that will result multi so urces 

to identiry problems, and implementat ion of a plan that inc lude the public' S part ic ipation is 

requ ired . Alla n (2009) said " Development journalism is primarily co ncerned with news about 

soc ia l c ircumstances, cha lle nges, a nd interventions related to the lives of the no n- e li tes, the vast 

11lU11ber of dispossessed and impoverished peop le". 

But in EBC's news, journalists foc us on inlbrming the p ublic abo ut what happened and what has 

been said by the common so urce they use. The ir major lOcus is telling what the dominant so urces 

sa id did a nd w ill do. Sto ries are fi'o m the e lites rat her than the public. So lu tion, plan and 

prob lems were defined only fi'om the view of this group than the ordinary public. 

Banda (2010) argues that most importantly, ordinary c itizens are the ones who li ve the rea lity of 

the s ituatio n. So they are the o nes who really ca n name and frame the problems effective ly. So a 

journa list shall e nco ura ge the p3ltic ipation of the public in fi'a ming and po inting o ut the 

prob lems. By letting the peop le to speak out the ir prob lems, journa lists ca n stand on behalfofthe 

public. But this does not mea n the op inion ofp roressiona ls (expe lts) does not matter, rather the 

journa list sho uld stand between the ord inary cit ize n and the governme nt by fram ing the public 's 

problems and letting them to speak whi le giv ing expert 's op inio n and backgi'o und in formation 

about development iss ues. In add itio n to this, to promote deliberative c itize ns, journa lis t s hould 

be mediators. They sho uld not s imply give fucts of eve nts but also present the public's o pinion 

and so lut io ns on the information. T his way they can become a brid ge betwee n the government 
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and the public. EBC ' s news on the other ha nd, is o n the co ntrary of this argume nt s ince 

government is not used for deploy ing ideas but as the on ly so urce. Jo urnalists are not see n trying 

to point o ut s tories that happe ned among the public and become a two -way brid ge. Deve lopment 

ideas, problems o r any deve lopment iss ues are not fi'a med by the public but by the officials. 

Stories that are about the ordinary peop le are expressed by the offic ia ls and even if the journalist 

inc ludes w hat people fee l and say about the iss ue, it is not presented direc tly in the majority of 

the news whereas the offic ial 's idea are prese nted prominent ly. T his s hows the public's voice is 

not the emphasis of the news but the governme nt and/or the ruling paltyofficial s. 

Eve n tho ugh present ing the opinio n of government and/or ruling party's and the opinio n of the 

sources the story is abo ut wi ll g ive a good in s ight to the a udience abo ut the iss ue, EBC's news 

does not play its role as a med iator and shows the public 's op inio n on the issue. Stories are not 

primarily fi'om the public. A ll the public so urces they use in the news are not peop le that the 

repOiters find by themse lves to ask for the u- opinion on any issues or use them as a story so urce, 

but they are peop Ie who already contacted the gove rnme nt durin g a n eve nt o r a disc uss ion that is 

coordinated by the dominated· source. 

News has more power than a ny other programs because what is o n the ne ws is belie ved to be 

more important and less b iased (co mmercia lized) by the pub lic (Z illmann2002). Thus stories that 

are o n the news have more power on people. Sources who describe stories that a re o n the news 

have this chance to te ll the sto ry in the ir own perspective and most like ly in their own fuvor 

(because it is less likely for a nyone to prese nt anything ne ga tive abo ut their own work) thus they 

can use the news for their own benefit. And ifone kind of so urce is used fi'equently, there is no 

doubt that the so urce's message is prese nted as news over and ove r again. This will lead that 

source to be more influentia l. Shibutani ( 1966) c ited in Jense n and Jankowsk i (2002) sa id "News 

is a product of transactio ns between journa li s ts and their so urces. The primary so urce o f rea lity 

fur news is not what is d isplayed or what happens in the rea l wo rld. The rea lity of news is 

e mbedded in the nature and type of socia l a nd cu ltura l relat io ns that develop between jo urnalists 

and their so urces". Therefure, if journalists wa nt to present the nea rest poss ible reality, and not 

ge t used as a propaga nda o r image building too l, they need to use different so urces to explain an 

issue. 
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Howeve r as it is c learly seen in the fi nd in g, so urces w ith s im ila r ideolog ies a nd gro up are 

sources that are highly used in EBC's prime t ime news. Stories a re prese nted o nly by the body 

the story is abo ut or w ho is respo ns ible fo r the iss ue. Th is ca n enable these so urces to use the 

med ia spec ia lly the news to set the ir own age nda. Present ing a project deve lop ment only liOln 

the project managers, stories ·fi·o m the only people who are in vo lved in the story and respo ns ible 

fo r the story, and wo rk repo lis o nly fi·om the office represe ntative that is respo ns ib Ie for the 

work, press re leases a nd speeches w itho ut the add itio n of di ffe re nt so urce ' s op inio n w ill enab le 

these sources to present the story in the ir own kWOr. 

whe n C homsky a nd Herman, (1 988) expla in abo ut how news ca n be used fu r propaganda, they 

said tha t when o ne k ind of so urce get to be o n the news freque nt ly per say a government body, 

the sector tha t is fi·eq uently used as a so urce w ill have a cha nce to produce pub lic in fo rmat io n 

and propaga nda on the scale of the Pentago n a nd other gove rnme nt bodies. The re lat io ns hip 

betwee n power a nd source goes beyond offic ia l and corporate prov isio n; these e lites ca n co me 

thro ugh experts that a re set up to manifest the ir ideas. Therefo re as lo ng as the jo urnalist does not 

choose the so urce indepe ndent ly, the news st ill can be ma nipulated and used for the e lite 's 

propaga nda. So when report ing, jo urna lists must not use s imi la r so urces. But the va ro us so urces 

EBC's prime time news use a re not so urces the repo ner use to see the s tory fro m diffe re nt 

perspective but they are so urces that a re a lready in d isc ussio n w ith government ,and the 

d isc uss io n is set by the gove rnment no t by the med ia. If the repo rte rs use di ffe re nt so urces to 

exp la in and ve ri f'y the informatio n fi·om these cO lllmo n so urces, the chance of us ing the med ia 

fo r o ne's own bene fit w ill decrease, a nd the pub lic w ill part ic ip ate more and co nsider the 

journal ist ' s e ffo li to make the story verified and ba lanced, which in turn makes the news and the 

journa list more credib le. But in a ny o f the news, the jo urna lists d id not try to p rese nt a story by 

us ing d ifferent so urces . Eve n so me o f the stories with different so urces are not there by the 

jour na list 's effort to prese nt a story fi·o m d iffe rent perspect ive; they we re just sto ries abo ut 

disc ussio ns that in vo lved d iffe re nt groups a nd the reporter 's job was s imp ly prese nt ing these 

events. The pub lic who were p rese nted are the o ne who were in a mee ting tha t was orga nized 

but the gove rnment and only those who support the gover nme nt we re presented. Since the 

journa list foc us on these peop le, a nd use s im ilar so urces, the news have a grea t c hance to benefit 

the governme nt to build pos it ive image a nd does not late the iss ue to be verified a nd prese nted 

fi·om differe nt perspectives. 
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As we can see from the beginning of deve lopment communicat io n, the 'dominant paradigm' that 

used o ne way communication to bring development is prove to s how how o ne way 

communicat ion do not bring pos itive change. Murthy (2006) pointed o ut that the fuct 

commun ication is two-way is what d iffere ntiates development jo urnalism fi'om propaganda. 

EBC's news fui ls to make the story two-way. A ll the informatio n came fi'om o ne so urce; the 

reporte rs did not try to get stories fi'om diffe re nt perspective (source) and stories ca me fi'o m 

above instead of the public. Though presenting sto ries 1]'Om the officia l' s is not bad by itse lf, not 

seeing it a nd explaining the information fi'om different perspect ive, not inc luding public's and 

other independent proress ional' s opinion, and using officials as an on ly information source fur 

the majority of the news w ill let the ne ws to be used as a propa ga nda. This will a lso make the 

news less powerful and cred ible ; because the public wou ld not see the journa list' s atte mpt to 

prese nt a story fairly, try ing to show stories amo ng them and take information from the governed 

to the governors and try ing to be the peop le's voice (give the m chance to participate), and 

verify ing in formation. And if the people ca nnot ha ve fuith o n the med ia , it is hard to use the 

med ia to bring any SO lt o f developme nt change. Beca use, to do this the med ia need s to be trusted 

by the public and make the m feel it is o n their own side. Part ic ipatory theory argues when a ll 

classes of people ge t equa l chance to describe a nd express the ir own development iss ues and 

problems they cons ider relevant (when the public speak for themselves ins tead o f another palty 

speak about them) in the ir own way, sense 0 f be lo ngingness, cultura I identity and trust w ill come 

and these things will make the public to partic ipate in their own development process . 

As Myhrvold- Hanssen (2003) said , it is difficult to ha ve a good and participato ry as well as 

specific development methods a nd po litics without a de mocra tic (a two way and fiee) 

commun ication line between those who gove rn and are governed. I f ideas are not co ming from 

the mass, the government wo uld not c learly understand the major or the real problems among the 

public. Without communicating w ith the public, the governme nt' s decision will depend o n those 

who are in power and who fj'eque ntly are used as source of stor ies. Thus it will be difficult to 

ga in the public 's cooperation fur action, unders tanding and true centra lis m w ithout two way 

communication. In addition when Baran & Dav is (2010), expla in social respons ibil ity theo ry on 

how media can accelerate development by creating a stab le and deve loped community, they say 

media needs to become the vo ice of a ll the peo ple-not just e lite gro ups 6r gro ups that had 

dominated nationa~ regional, or loca l culture in the past. I n the co ntrary the research find in gs 
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shows Problems among the public that need attention, peop le's opin io n, comp la ins on 

government' s idea, projec t plan, projec t progress, and other different issues' so lution are 

neglected in ge nera l the peop le's voice is not shown equally in ESC's prime t ime Amhar ic 

deve lopment news stories. 

The reporters w ho were interviewed sa id, because they use press re leases and media advi sory as 

a source, a nd these s tory's so urces are those o ffic ia ls a nd deve lopme nt project managers who 

send the press re leases a nd med ia adv iso ry, the story become one s ided. One of the reporters 

said, "We hardly go to a regular c itizen who is not in a n event or in a meeting fo r the primary 

source of informat ion". The other repolters agree on this and seem to see EBC news repOite r's 

job is to present info rmatio n fi'o m above to the peop le. The in terv iewed ed itors sa id , no matter 

how the so urces a re not dive rse the iss ue is abo ut the public. And for the m this s hows they fucus 

on the public instead of the government. And they be lieve they have to help the governme nt on 

the development process by trans mitting the ir message to the pub lic. However this is not what 

deve lop ment journa lism is. Development journa lis m stories s ho uld be about peop Ie fi'om peop le, 

and people message a nd vo ice has to be take n to above, and prese nted as equa l as the e lites . As 

A llan (2009) said, " De ve lopment journa lism is primarily co ncerned with news abo ut soc ial 

c ircumstances, c halle nges, a nd inte rve nt ions re lated to the lives o f the non-e lites, the vast 

number of dispossessed and impoverished people". Therefore, accord ing to the news samples 

and the interview results that were stud ied to see if the news served as a brid ge and if the 

communication is two way and partic ipatory, ESC news fa iled to ac hieve the above a nd to make 

the public theu' fuca I point with high paIticipatio n. 

In his research ' Deve lop me nt Journa lism Revived in the Case of Ethiopia' , Skjerda l (20 11 ) 

shows the governme nt media reporters unders tand the not ion of development jo urna lis m. 

Howeve r s it is clear ly s hown in his research that the reporters do not even do the s imple task of 

interview ing people a nd indepe ndent profess ionals to comme nt o n a story. Eve n if they are 

influenced by the governme nt to cover a certa in sto ry the y can still give detail info rmation, give 

the public to comment about issues as we ll as explain and ana lyze issues by themselves. 

In-Depth reporting 

Deve lopment journa lism is hard Iy s ubjective. The jo urna list is req uired to give mo re than a mare 

observation of stories, re read a press release, a nd becom in g a simple echo of so meo ne and a 
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s imple mirror of eve nt. When Mlilthy puts objectives of deve lop ment jo urnalism, he said, 

deve lopme nt journalism objectives are to co mmit itse lf to development and inves tigate, a na lyze, 

interpret, and g ive acc urate development infor mat io n that ca n acce lerate the development 

process. He also sa id deve lopme nt jo urna lism is no different from regular news o r in ves tiga tive 

news and added that bad journalism is mis informat io n whic h fai ls to report news or reporting 

depth less. 

EBC's prime time news is not hard news, a nd the stor ies are not abo ut things that happe ned very 

recent ly and hard to get detailed info rmatio n abo ut. The stor ies are eve nts that happe ned a da y, 

or mostly co uple of days be fore. The eve nts, press releases, co n lere nces, and meetings w ill be 

informed to the news agency earl ier. Though this w ill give the reporters a chance to prepare and 

prese nt a detailed informatio n, find other so urces and gathe r informat io n from the publ ic and ask 

and reflect the public's op inio n and quest io ns w hen they get to meet the so urce of info rmatio n, 

repolte rs just s imply present w hat happe ned or who say what w ithout adding anything by 

themse lves, by us ing independent so urce they have prepared, o r a ny other mec ha ni sms to g ive a 

detailed and a we ll investiga ted story. 

The interviewed repo lters sa id they get orders to cover most orthe stories and no one tells them 

how much dcta il and in vcstigatio n the y have to do o n a sto ry. But, eve n if they a re 'forced ' to 

cover a story, they co uld have come up w ith a detailed explanation a nd ana lys is o f the story the y 

are se nt to cover. Rather a ll the jo urna lists were s imple informat io n transmitters in the news data 

that is gathered. No story has independe nt exp la nat io n and investigation by the journa lists. One 

of the inte rv iewee jou rna lists said invest igatio n is expected fi'o m other programs in the stat ion 

and not in the ne ws. Howeve r considering the k ind of news they cover, the repOIters co uld have 

come up with a s tory which has in-depth explanation a nd inves tigative report. The rest o f the 

jo urnalists and ed itors admit that the ir story depth is limited o n the a mo unt o f in formation the 

sources give. These a nswers fi'om the repo lte rs sho w that they are more like messe ngers ra ther 

than news repOlters. 

Accord ing to C hapman and K insey (2009) o nly by becoming a critical interpreter and by 

und ertaking news repo rting acc urately a nd s in cere ly can news jo urnalis m di stin gui sh itse lffi'om 

propaganda, which in pM co nsists of the w ill ful suppressio n by the powerfu l of the spatia l a nd 

tempora l s tories of the po wer less . EBC's news reporters do not eve n try to ask cha llenging 
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quest io ns a nd filt er o ut good image build ing fro m rea lity. When so urces that a re respo ns ible for 

the story a re prese nted as an o nly so urce to ta lk abo ut the ir own project deve lop ment or their 

own ac hieve ment, the reporters do no t try to ask these so urces questio ns to investigate the 

in formatio n, to pus h the m to give de tail informatio n or a nswer so me questio ns that are fro m the 

public. Fo r exa mple in o ne news sto ry, the deve lopment project leader (the o nly so urce) was 

saying "even tho ugh the process is no t go in g as fast as they planed it , the project progress is 

impress ive" ho wever, the journa lis t did no t ask him the reaso n w hy they are not go in g as IDSt as 

they planned, and what kind of economic effect this delay can cause. 

Mwaffisi a lso sa id jo urna lists in deve lopment jo urna lism ca n cove r nationa l and internat ional 

news, but they sho uld c ritica lly examine, eva luate and repOit the re levance of deve lopment 

project to national and loca l needs. They need to g ive not o nly what has been sa id or happe ned 

but also explain the ac tual implementatio n and its difference fi·om a planned sc he ma and eva luate 

its relation to the pub lic when they repOit it as news. In a ll EBC's de ve lop ment news that is 

about deve lopment project, plan, a nd agreeme nt between Ethiopia a nd other co untries, the 

reporte rs did no t try to exp la in these stories' actual imp lementatio n, what it means to the regular 

c itize n a nd the ge nera l deve lopment goa l o f the co untry, w hat cou ld be the poss ible draw backs 

and flaws, and try to pred ict what the actua l imp lementatio n o f the p lan and projec t might bring 

to the public, individua l, loca l and /or natio na l deve lopme nt goa ls. The l"Cpolte rs do no t try to 

show the cOlultries previous I'elationship and how the new partnership will help. 

Middle to n (2009) sys the public has to have eno ugh and a ll s id e of informat io n that can e nable 

the m to make up their own mind and decide. However s ince EBC's prime time Am haric news 

use a s in gle so urce w itho ut trying to see the in for mation fro m d iffe rent angle, the publ ic ge t only 

one side info rmatio n. 

According to Banda ' s characteristics of deve lopment jo urna lism news, jow·na lists sho uld focus 

on c larifY ing the differences and relations w ithin and between co untries, the ric h and the poor, 

and the effect and the relationships betwee n two interdepende nt bodies in one way or another. 

Having sa id that as wimmer and wo lf (199 1) q uoted Agga rwa la, and Hemant Shaw (1990 p. 

1035-36): deveJopmentjournalism news sho uld not o nly tell just what happen , w here it happen , 

who did it , ra ther it should examule, eva luate, interpret and give comparisons between a 
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development progress between two countr ies and re gio ns. However the journalists do not do this 

in any ofthe stories that are abo ut Ethiop ia and other countries. 

Eve n in news stories abo ut work report by government officia ls to the House of Representatives 

or press releases, the journa list did not eve n try to see or give a deta iled exp lanat io n. There is no 

exp lanation o n the difference and similarities between the report and what is really go ing o n or 

comment on the repolt. They just prese nt (re-read) the report. DW'ing government offic ia l's 

report of drawbacks that happened during the implementation of the plan, exp lanation o n the 

repolt is not give n by the journalist indepe ndently, or invest igat ive questions a re not asked to 

these sources. Other than what the so urces say there is no add it iona l detail in format io n that is 

added by the journal ist or by any o ther independent so urces independently. People's and 

independent so urces view on the issue is not presented to give all ro unded and independent 

information about an iss ue. No met hod is used by the journa li sts to verifY and to give deta il 

in formation about a story or a deve lop ment achievement that has been said to be ac hieved. 

However accord ing to Murthy (2006) development news shou ld tell the pub lic, the difference 

between what has been said by the governme nt officia l about the s ignificance ofa developme nt 

project and what it is actually is. 

Skjerdal (20 10) sa id in his research that the re is self-ce nsors hip in Ethiopian governme nt med ia. 

Journa lists restr ict themse lves when reporting, but no journa lis t says he/s he has expe rienced 

direct threat fi'o m the government so far. In this researc h the journa lis ts' answer shows they 

restrict themse lves. However the other journalists ' answe r also s hows there is a lso so me kind of 

press ure fi'om above. From the answe r the interviewed ed itors gave, invest igatio n and in-depth 

repOlting is not prior to the ir object ive. Because there are some other programs that w ill give 

deta il explanat io n and investigation. And they have not said anything about pressure fi'om the 

above. The u' answers show they be lieve deve lop me nt journa lism news do not have to be 

invest igative because they are other programs that are invest iga ti ve. 

But even if it was hard to be invest igat ive, the journalis ts could have give n an in-depth report o n 

the iss ue. I believe explanation on development issues does not requ ire being fi'ee from 

infl uence. Jo urnalists can exp la in and g ive deta iled explanatio n of the story they are ordered to 

cover. 
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EBC's prIme time development news shows luck of detai led repo lting, ve rificat io n of 

informatio n and investiga t io n of development stories. 

Journalist's Way of reporting development infonl1ation 

In development journalis m, the journalists must have a purpose. To ac hieve the ir purpose, they 

need to make sure that the ir message gives a ll the informat ion, comment and views that can 

enab le the a udience to understa nd the s ignificance and the relevance of the story and make up 

th e .· own mind a nd react to it. As the main purposes of development journa lism is motivating, 

informing, and educating the publ ic to pa lticipate in development process and co mmu nicat ion 

process, the in fo rmatio n need s to be presented in a way that ca n motivate the audience eas ily, 

and like any other news, the development news should not bore the aud ience. 

Boyd (200 1), Kovac h and Rosenstie l (2007) under line the va lue of the informatio n will be 

nothing if the public is not engaged, and see it as re leva nt. Therefore journa lists must present 

stories that make people want to listen and want and to be involved. EBC's reporte rs do not add 

any exp lanat ion to mot ivate peop le to be invo lved . The journa lists are li mited o n infurming who 

said what or what happened with no addit io na l exp lanation. Except in few stories about events 

where so urces give motivatio na l speec h, the journa list do not try to add motivatio nal words or 

sentences to make the publ ic engaged or ha ve a quest ion to ask in their mind or to make them 

wo nder about the developme nt sto ries. The o nly thing the repo lters do is transmitting 

informat io n fi·om source to the public or show what happened d uring an event. 

According to Aggarwal (1978), mobilizing the pub lic to pmtic ipate in development as much as 

poss ible a nd encourag ing people to have attit udes that can make them productjve c itize ns is one 

of the major objectives of deve lop ment jo urnal ism. But s ince EBC's ne ws show mare 

informatio n from the so urces a nd reporters did not add add it io na l in fo rmation, or use dil1erent 

tech nics o n the information; mobilizat io n and e nco ura ge ment are not included. Cho ulia raki 

(20 10) says crucia l function of the news no t o nly as repo lt ing on eve nts but as engag ing people's 

potential to care abo ut the news so that they can be active participant. 

When MUlthy puts objectives of deve lop ment jo urna lis m, he sa id deve lopment journa li sm has a 

bas ic purpose of in for ming, educating, and present in g informat io n in a wa y that can catc h the 

pub lic's interest. Most deve.lop ment news does not have the ' wow' fuc tor o n the a udience. 
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Howeve r journa lists need to find ways of prese ntatio n that get the audience ' s attention to 

continue to lis ten and to care. EBC's prime time news uses one type o f present ing a sto ry. They 

do not try to make a s tory interestin g by s howing how it can be related to the audience's life or 

the nation's developme nt goa l. For exa mple when present ing officials' report, the reporters do 

not try to explain the report by re lating it to human interest, peop le's life, or the countr ies major 

iss ues. They seldom exp lain what the report actua lly mea ns to the a udience. When they present a 

story, they do not try to grab public 's interes t by showing how it co uld affect the m directly or 

indirectly, by telling why it is important to the country and the pub lic presently and in the future . 

Mak ing a story engaging and interesting enough to make the public to want to watch and listen 

as we ll as react on the iss ue and having a story the audience needs to know ma y seem two points 

that a re hard to always ac hieve at o nce. But accord ing to Kovach and Rose nstie l, this means 

making the most s ignifica nt story interes ting to the public a nd showing the s ignificance of the 

story to the public in every story. Excep t fo r in form in g w ho sa id what and what happe ned, 

EBC's prime time A mharic deve lopment news fa iled to do this w hen they present a s tory. In 

additio n, the news has c liche words and express ions. This makes the news boring to listen to. As 

Boyd says, cliche can affect the news power to be interestin g a nd to s ucceed in g iving the b igger 

picture of the news and make the most sign ificant item so und trite. To avoid this, things that 

need emphas is sho uld be presented interes tingly, in d iffi: re nt way of presentation a nd la ngua ges . 

EBC can use the news to set agendas, however; they need to be more careful and systematical to 

te ll abo ut an issue w itho ut making it too much. In additio n, us ing different way of prese nta t ion 

could be a good way of a void ing c liches. Boyd (200 I) a lso g ives another reason why the news 

must be prese nted interesting ly. He says in the wo rld of media the a udience is king. If he/she 

does not fi nd the news releva nt to her/ his life o r get bored in the middle while listening, he/she 

has greater choice and ease that have take n the ir to le rance. There for the success of news depends 

on the cho ice and presentation. [n these time w here there are a much more media a lte rnat ives in 

Ethiopia, EBC's reporters need to re member they a re fightin g for attention with other nationa~ 

loca l and intemational news agencies. 

In additio n, to make the informatio n more c lear matters that need expert's in s ight needs to be 

exp lained in a simple way without the jargons so that an ord inalY audience can understand it. 

The finding shows de ve lop ments, espec ially eco nomic de ve lop me nt, were directly presented by 

using numbers fi'om the do minant so urces with no explanatio n and interpretatio n to show what 
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these numbers actually means . According to Sanda wh ile reporting economic growth data 

journalists s hould look other data of different statues of the pub lic and the ir economic growth. If 

they just give o ne data abo ut a few percent ofthe pop ulat io n's econom ic growth a nd take it as a 

pos itive deve lopment it cou ld not be full informat ion to repolt. However ESC's prime time 

Amharic news shows economic deve lopments were presented with no detail explanation. 

Moreover, the repolters fa iled to use the advanta ge of te levision's unique features. Graph ics, 

image and other features of television are used to express a nd s implifY information. According to 

Tho mpson (2005), television news makes enormous impact because of its unique and additional 

futures of te lling s tory and vis ua l power. One of te levis ion' s powers come fi·om its high 

advantage of de livering the news clearly than any other media. These are : Graph ics, c halts, the 

anchor's voice and way of express io n an imations and of course a video ima ge (Fang, 2003). 

When we come to ESC news, these features are not used as they shou ld be. Development 

information is expressed only by the so urces. Thejournalists do not try to use graphics, charts, or 

any mechan ism to exp la in the informat io n fi·om the so urces. The way the reporter prese nts the 

news o n TV can be used for rad io without any change. Chap ma n and Kinsey (2009) confirm that 

its ease and lively way of telling a s tory together with its features and its immed iate impact that 

is te mpora l and spec ific on people g ives televisio n news an extra power. Howeve r ESC's news 

presentation style is very forma l or not conversat io na l or fi·iendly. They use a very s trict o ne way 

of sto rytelling techn ic. The news is not desc riptive as they have many other features to te ll the 

story. 

The anchors do not have a fi·iendly tone and expressio n at al l. The ir face and way of express io n 

is very distant fi·om the story. They are formal all the time ; the y never go o ut of the script and 

comment on a story, show facial expression while telling a sto ry o r commun icate with the 

reporters and make the conversation more live ly. 

The finding shows w hen presenting the deve lopment informat io n, journalists do not give 

background know ledge about the information to make it clear. Metaphors and fa milia r contexts 

are not used to s implif'y information fi·om the SO lu·ces. Stat ist ics numbers, jargons, words that are 

not Amharic d id not get exp la ined. S ince a ll audience cannot know, and understand every 

in fo rmatio n equa lly, giv ing background in formatio n, and explain the in formation in-depth will 

make the story c learer. According to wimme r a nd wo lf ( 199 1) who quoted Aggarwa la, and 
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Hemant Shaw (1990 p. 1035-36): deve lopme nt jou rna lism news sho uld g ive backgrou nd 

informatio n about any deve lop me nt stories so that the people ca n understand it easily, and 

explain the present story in a way that can be easy to be comprehended by all kind of people. 

Skjerda l sa id news in deve lopment jo urna lism sho uld present ac hievement or ihe benefits o fthe 

deve lopment plans and projec ts as we ll as the short co mings, dra w backs and flaws and, shou ld 

focus in a lo ng term develop ment. EBC news fo cuses o n pos itive sto ries. Tho ugh positive stories 

are good to motivate the pub lic, showing problems and drawbacks w ill also be impo ltant to bring 

change o n the unfavorab le s ituations. As Mwaffis i (199 1) says, deve lopment jo urna lism is no 

diffe rent from regular news or in vestiga tive news. By expos ing wro ng doings, s hort co min gs, 

problems, and flaws of a development p lan and projec t, news repolters can protect further 

damage that can affect the development process negatively. Banda also stressed this a nd sa id 

eve n though it highlights s uccess stories when it is necessa ry, it s ho uld a lso cover negat ive 

stories and have constructi ve criticism. 

Also accord ing to Jense n and Jankowsk i (2002), the ma in purpose of news is.to give all sort of 

information to he lp the pub lic to form the ir own mind abo ut the ir s urro undin gs. Prese nt ing all 

s ides of deve lopme nt information w ill help the pub lic to prepare the mse lves for the o utco me, 

what they can do to change, and ale lt the o ne who is responsib Ie for correct ing it. But s ince EBC 

news uses so urces who are re spons ible fo r the sto ry a nd the reporters did not try to exam ine 

stor ies by us ing different so w·ces and investigat io n technics, and as it is less like ly to these 

sources to exp la in abo ut their own project and/o r work negative ly or its short comings a nd flaws, 

EBC's Amharic prime time news foc uses o n the pos iti ve s id e of stor ies. Rep0l1e rs do no t prese nt 

negative stories; exp lain deve lopment plan's actual implementat io n and its short comings. 

Murthy (2006) sa id developme nt repo l1ing should foc us o n what is go ing on wrong as much as it 

focuses what is go ing o n wr ight. And to help on bringing development, it needs to in vestigate the 

reaso n fur fa ilure and success and the effect o f a deve lopment program on co mmo n people. But 

the negative sto ries tha t are prese nted in the news are those stories that are a lready in 

disc uss ions. The reporters make no effurt to investigate or to go to the public a nd see problems, 

analyze and come w ith the actua l impleme ntatio n, short co mings or any ne gat ive stories. Except 

0.8% of the news, no news prese nts a negat ive story fo r the first t ime. In any of the news, the 
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repOiter did not try to show the actual impleme ntat io n or po ssible s hort co mings a nd fiaws ofa 

plan, project or present new negative story fo r the f.-st tune. 

The interviewed jo urna lis ts said they had a very common way of present ing a story and no one 

dares to try anothe r path to present stories. One of the inte rviewed repOiters said that even if they 

try to present the stor ies in a new way, their bosses w ilinot be happy by the c hange. According 

to one of the interviewee, eve n though she has never had a problem w ith he r bosses on the way 

she wr ites a nd present development news, she never dared to use a new conversationa~ more 

interest ing way of prese nting in format io n. Th is very fo rmal way of story presentation sty le is the 

ones that a re practiced for a long time in the news statio n. The rest of journalists have the same 

idea. They a ll believe go ing o ut of what has been used in the news statio n w ill be unacceptable. 

However the editors bel ieve th is way of news prese ntat ion is approp riate beca use it is not 

enteltainment news. But the fuct the news is not entertainment news makes it to be presented in 

a more relatable and interested way to listen. 

The journalist's way ofadd."essing the audience 

The A udience in development journal ism should not be treated as so meo ne who pass ive ly 

rece ives a message. Accord ing to Banda, a jo urna list s ho uld motivate c itizens to be invo lved and 

act ive ly pa lt icipate in the development process and fi'ame the aud ience as citizens rather than an 

object or a cons umer. For a ny development goa l to be s ucceeded, the ro le of the public is vital. 

Therefore jo urna lists must tra ns late and exp la in de ve lop me nt news as human being so a ud iences 

know how it matters to them; and make up the ir mind about how they can be part of it. When 

Banda exp lain show deve lopment news sho uld be he says the journa list sho uld trans late and 

exp la in development news interims of human being so aud ie nces know how it matters to them. 

A lso they should address the people as an ac tive palticipant of the iss ue, not as a pass ive receiver 

of p lans. And when McQua il (1987) discuses soc ial responsib ility theory he says the media 

sho uld g ive access to var ious points of view and to rights of reply. Thus in orde r to use the media 

for deve lop ment the med ia needs g ive access to the pub lic to partic ipate and to comme nt back on 

issues. 

Development journa lism is not o nly about prese nting facts and oplllions but a lso about 

mot ivat ing the public to be engaged a nd have interest in the deve lop me nt program, to think fo r 
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so lut io ns and to rea lize how ser io us the prob lem is. Cho ulia rak i (20 10) said cruc ia l fu nction of 

the news is no t only repo rt ing o n eve nts but a lso engaging peo ple to ca re abo ut the news so that 

they can be act ive pa ltic ipant. And to ac hieve these, the ways the jo urna list see the a udie nce 

matters. 

According to Wimmer a nd Wo lf, deve lopment jo urna lism di ffe rs fi'o m objective jo urna lism; it 

needs the jo urnalis t's exp lanatio n o f fac ts and le ts the aud iences to form the ir own op in ion o n the 

iss ue. However, in ESC's deve lop ment news, the public's part never gets mentioned; the 

audie nce at ho me is seen as a pass ive in for matio n receiver. The jo urna lists only tell what 

happened o r who sa id wha t. Only government's pa lt in projects' pla n and impleme ntat io ns is 

described. How people ca n be pmt of the process, how this process can affect the people (at list 

the people who live near to where the proj ect is implemented ), and the effect o r the o utco me of 

the process o n the people or why it is impo rtant to the p ubl ic, a ll the above do not get exp lained 

in the news. Midd le to n(2009) say Jo mna li sm' s socia l responsib ili ty is the jOlu'na list's ob ligatio n 

to make the soc ieties interest the ir p r imary prio rity. Thus jo urna lists have the diuty to p rov ide 

the public with reliable a nd re levant informatio n a nd g ive the m the chance to express 

themse lves. Sut in stead of prese nting the stories accord ing to the society, a nd show how its 

re lated to them a nd why it is impOlta nt, ESC pr ime t ime develop ment news present the news 

fro m the do minant so urces pe rspec tive. A nd there is no explanation to show how its re lated and 

impolt ant to the grassruth lavel (the people/ind ivid ua I watching at home) 

When prese nting success s tory, o nly gove rnme nt's wo rk that he lped fo r the s uccess is presented. 

All the s uccess sto ries revo lve o n the gove rnmen t and/o r the ruling party's plan and work. The 

public's palt for any of the success is no t mentio ned. Whe n T ufte a nd Mefa lop ulos(2009) 

exp la in paltic ipatio n acco rd ing to paltic ipa tory theo ry th ey sa id it is the invo Ive ment o f ord inary 

peo p Ie in developme nt p Ian," and process . These invo Ive me nts of the pub Iic co uld be on a pre­

established plan tha t is made by not the pub lic but to the publ ic to be invo lved or it co uld be the u' 

invo lveme nt to plan the ir future, co ntro l, d isc us, take respo ns ib ility, o n deve lopment iss ues that 

are about them or concern them du-ectly or uldu·ect ly. 

It is diffic ult to make the public re e l and to be co ncerned if a ll the news co ntent is o nly abo ut a 

government bod y's a nd organizat io n's success w itho ut s howing how a nd why the s tory ma ters 
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and re lates to them. Jo urnali sts s ho uld know the audience at home wi ll not be interested in every 

idea they tell the m. Jo urnalis ts need to co mmunica te, acknow led ge and exp la in the public 's pal1, 

why the story matters or to w hom the stories ma tters and why it is important to be on the news. 

Motivat ing the invo lvement of the public, ack nowledg in g the pub lic 's work, te lling the public 

the way to be engaged are the major characterist ics of journalis m EBC news fa il to app ly. 

All the interviewed jo urna list's and ed itor 's answe rs show the on ly way they use to motivate and 

address the aud ience is by s how ing a pos itive news. But as we can see from the above d isc uss ion 

it takes a whole lot more than ShOWUlg pos itive news to motivate and engaged the public. 

The extent EBe news covel'S development issues, the content of the 

development issues, and its focus on diverse development issues 

The content ofEBC 's Amharic prime time ne ws focuses o n deve lopment issues. For a de ve lop ing 

country like Ethiopia the fuc t the news gives emphasis to developme nt is s ues will he lp to se t up 

deve lopment issues as impo ltant, and inform and update the public with the deve lopment process 

plans and events. 

Developme nt is not one direct ion. Hav ing one kind of deve lopment does no t guara nty fO r 

inclus ive and susta in ab le development. Therefore for the jo urnalis ts to bring development, they 

have to give all kmd s of deve lopment issues equa l attention and coverage. 

EBC 's prime time Amharic deve lop me nt news gives muc h e mphas is for econo mic development 

iss ues than other iss ues. The news has a hu ge gap on is sue re fere nces. As Soubbotina (2004) 

pointed o ut, even tho ugh economic growth increases a na tio n' s tota l wea lth a nd enhances its 

pote ntial fO r reducing poverty and so lving other soc ia l problems, history offers a number of 

exa mples where eco nomic growth was not followed by s imilar progress in human de ve lopment. 

Thus other development should be considered equally as we ll. 

Negerie underl ines that development should stand for the ent ire natio ns, societies and 

individual 's misce llaneo us bas ic needs and des ires as we ll as for the system they live w ithin and 

fOr the material and spiritua l advancement of s itua tio ns. If a na tio n ac hieves economic 

deve lopment with a high env ironmenta l proble m, its eco no my w ill be affected; if a nat ion 
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develops econo mica lly and have a corrup ted undemocrat ic ru ling system we cannot say this 

nat ion is developed, because its people are st ill in da nger. So witho ut a ho listic deve lop ment a 

country is s till in povelty. And journalists need to understand this a nd work o n to bring a ho list ic 

change. 

Wimmer and Wolfargue develop ment journal ism is not all about repOlt ing about rural a reas but 

also sho uld focus o n the highly growing urban areas, because there are lots of problems and 

so lution that must co me in the se area s too. Howeve r EBC's prime time Amharic news shows 

prob lems and development issues in urban areas have given less emphasis. 

When Banda defined development news he says e mphas is o n deve lopment jo uJ'J1a lis m sho uld 

also foc us on fi'eedom, literacy, access ible and affordable hea lth care, empowerment of wome n, 

and the fi'ee flow of informatio n. In EBC Amharic prime time development news gives less foc us 

lOr soc ial deve lop ment, enviro nmental deve lop me nt, and po li t ica l development. Important issues 

like human right, democracy, and urban issues in the countly do not get enough attention. 

Deressa's finding a lso support this finding. EBC prime time news g ives more focus on rural 

development and less for urban deve lopment. 

All the jOLU'nalists and editors that we re interviewed believed s ince Ethiop ia's primary goa l is to 

develop econo mica lly, focus ing on eco no mic issues is important. But to deve lop econo mically 

and for the public to get benefit fi'om it, the pub lic has to have freedom, good gove J'J1ance, health, 

good environment that wil l not affect the coming generat ion. And the pub lic needs to grow 

soc ia lly and mentally to be involved in development process. Th us other develop ment needs to 

be taken in to consideration by the media. 

Ethiopia 's main goa l is econo mic deve lopment, however to achieve this development goal, 

po lit ica l, soc ia l, a nd environmental development is v ita l. As it is c learly mentioned in the 

Ethiop ian Growth and Transforma tio n plan document (GTB) (20 10), po velty red uction is the 

core object ive of the Ethiopian government. Econo mic growth howeve r, is the pr incipa l not the 

country's only deve lopment objective . The country' s plan mainly focllses on economic, socia~ 

po li tica l and environmental developments and a ll a re interdependent 'o n each ot he r's 

acco mp lish ments. Ho wever, econo my seems to be the ma in focus of EBC's prime t ime 
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development news covera ge. The refo re, the journalists must conside r this and try to g ive enough 

attention for different kind of stories. 

The focus of the news on development process and events 

Events sho w the pub lic what happe ned and mot ivate the public to be invo lved. However the 

audience a lso wa nts to get exp lanat io n and in fO rma tion abo ut o ngo in g projec t' s process, iss ues 

that are not a lready happe ned but wi ll happen and a detail exp lanatio n o n things that are not 

events. 

To sum up, repOlting o nly what happened cannot help to achieve the goa l of deve lopment 

journalism. The practice requires critica l exp la na tion, inves tigatio n, a nd motivation. It is usua lly 

not best if the news roc uses on o nly present ing eve nts . One of the c haracterist ics M urthy (2006) 

put to tell if news is deve lopment news or not is whether the news emphasized deve lopment 

process rather than events. Because news sho uld involve the p ublic in the deve lopment process, 

foc using o nly o n event that already took place w ill not add up to this. But EBC's 78% of prime 

tune Amharic development news rocuses on events. 
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Chapter Six: Conclusion and Recommendations 

6.1 Conclusion 

The researc h was conducted with the ma in purpose of analyz ing EBC's prime time deve lopment 

news and sugges ting the poss ible ways to improve deve lopment news repOiting as we ll as 

prese ntatio n. The stud y exa mined the content of the news and find o ut whet her the news are 

deve lopment news or not in view of development journalism principles, tried to find the 

approach EBC used in report ing developme nt news, and assessed the limitatio n o f development 

news repOiting and packaging. 

Based on the ava ilability of the data, news that aU'ed fro m 13- 11 -20 13 until 10 -4 -20 14 (within 

s ix mo nth time fi'ame) were ga thered. Stalt ing fi'om the first week of the fir st month, every 

2"dday of the week was se lected. According ly, within these s ix mo nths, 24 days of news was 

se lected. Bes ides, based o n their fi'equent involvement on repOit ing de ve lopment news, five 

senior repOiters and two ed itors were chosen to be interviewed. 

The data was ana lyzed based o n the ca tegories that are derived fi'om the pr inc iples of 

develop ment journa lism, c ha racterist ics of te lev is io n news and theoretical fra meworks of the 

study. Both quantitative and qua litative co ntent ana lysis methods were also used to ana lyze the 

data. 

The finding of the research s hows that EBC's prime t ime Amharic news program gives high 

emphasis on development issues. The data fi'om the news and the interviews shows EBC's 

primetime Amharic news content focuses o n deve lo pme nt iss ues. Most news is about econo mic 

deve lopment and rural development. The prime time news fOcu sed on info rming people about 

the development information and motivating them with positive stories . 

Knowledge decreases illiteracy. Informed peop le can perform and coope rate a lot more in the 

deve lopment process, and informatio n can in turn c hange negative att itude, create aware ness and 

give the correct view of things and s ituatio ns. [11. additio n, informatio n gives people an idea of 

what is going on in their s urroundings and this enables the public to have the right informat io n 

about development plans and process. 
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However, inform in g the pub lic is o nly o ne of many development journalis m news reatures. 

RepOlters in deve lopment journalis m should not only inform about what happened and who said 

what, but they need to d ig inlOrmat io n by the mse lves, exp lain these stories from the publ ic and 

the sto ries that are fi·om 0 ffic ia Is by g iving deta iled a na lys is 0 fthe in for mation, by prese nting the 

informatio n in different perspectives, by presenting shoitcom ings of actua l imp leme ntatio n and 

by trying to predict the fut ure based o n log ica l explanat ion o f eve nts as well as by invo lving 

other source's op inion and co mment on issues. ESC news fails to do a ll these. The repolt ing is 

depthless and the repo lters foc us o nly on prese nting what they have got fi·om the so urces, of 

wh ich 95%, 96% are only government and FORE offic ials (which in Et hiop ia both re ferred 

a lmost the same group). They do not try to expla in and see th is informatio n fro m defere nt point 

of view by giving independent details, by using different so urces a nd other mec hanisms. Also the 

journalists do not try to show how the stories matter and relate to the a ud ience at home and the 

ge neral deve lopment goa l of the nation. Though informing is good, becoming a s imple 

transpOlter of message or mere repetition of words is not deve lopment joumalism. 

Deve lopment jo urna lism news must be p ubl ic centered a nd palt icipa tory. However the data 

shows on ly 15% of the news uses the public and d ifferent so urces. These sources were included 

not because the reporters were trying to g ive these so urces a cha nce to palticipate or a cha nce to 

te ll the ir story, or to inc lude variety of so urce s. Rather these so urces were inc luded because they 

took palt in a meeting with a government body and the meet ing was prepared by government. 

The rest of the news on ly uses gove rnment and/or FORE offic ials as all only so urce of 

info rmatio n. Th is s hows tha t ESC pr ime time Amharic news is no t participatory, public centered 

and has a very high c hance to be used as a gro up 's propaga nda too l. This is fur fro m what 

development journalism stands for. 

When journa list prese nt a story, s ince w ha t they do is rete lling what has bee n said or who sa id 

what o r giving infor matio n abo ut an eve nt w ithout add ing anything, they do not add any 

motiva tio nal exp lanation in thell· packaging or prese ntatio n of a story. The public' s pa rt in the 

deve lopment project or success is no t shown in the journalists' exp lanation. The journalists do 

not eve n try to exp la in in deta il , invest igate a nd ask other's op inio n o n the in fo rmation from the 

lim ited so urces. Info rmat ionfi·o m the so urces is not expla ined eas ily in a way that ca n be 

relatable, understood and mean somethin g to all c lass of people. 
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The journalists did no t take the advanta ges of telev is ion news feat ures to prese nt the in format ion 

eas ier and in more interest in g way ( less forma l and less distant). Making the prese ntatio n of the 

informat ion easier to und erstand by all classes, interest ing and catchy is neglected. 

EBC news gives less emp has is to negat ive stor ies too. Presetting problems a lerts the concerned 

body to take act io n on the iss ue. As they serve the pub lic, deve lopment journalists have the duty 

of presentin g public's probJems to the concerned body, expose wro ng doings to pro mote 

changes, and inform the public abo ut negative iss ues that sho uld be known as we ll as draw backs 

and shortco mings o f projects or any deve lopment iss ues. Howeve r s ince EBC pr ime t ime 

Am haric news fOc uses o nly o n pos it ive deve lopment stories, these respo ns ibilities of the news 

are ignored. 

EBC ' s pr ime time Amhar ic deve lopment news stories focus on eco no mic deve lopme nt. Other 

development issues have not got e no ugh a ttention. But in deve lopment journalism, in o rder to 

br ing ho listic and susta inable developme nt, journa lists s hould focus on va rio us development 

issues. And the news should also focus on events rather than just on the development process. 

Therefore, eve n tho ugh EBC's pr ime time news co ntent focuses on deve lopment iss ues, it is hard 

to say they pract ice deve lopment j o urna lism. Oeca llse o nly prese nting pos iti ve deve lop ment 

issue is not development journa lism by itse lf. So when I see the data accord ing to the 

deve lopment journa lism princip les, the news does not have the princ ip les. And s ince they use 

suni lar sources that belong to the same group, the news can be used for propaganda. 

While prese nting stories, the reporters do not try to cons ide r different perspectives. They do not 

ana lyze the actual implementat io n, sholt com ings, and fOrete ll the possible outco mes and give 

d iffure nt s ide ofa s ingle story. Only what a single source says about the issue is presented. 

The news does not show deta iled explanation and mot ivat iona l features . The stories come from 

the e lites rather than the public. The news is not partic ipatory; the s tory prese ntatio n is o ne s ided 

and journalists do not give cha nce to the public to express themse lves. The way journa lists 

communicate w ith the public is not a cas ual and fi·ie ndly way (they use very for ma l approac h to 

co mmunicate with the pub lic). In fo rmat io n is not prese nted a nd exp la ined eas ily. Te lev is ion 

feature s that enab le the journalists to exp lain, interpre t and present news in a cas ua l interesting 
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and easy way are not used as they co uld have bee n used. T he journa list's job is limited to be an 

echo and mkror 0 f speeches and events. 

6.2 Recommendations 

In deve loping co untries like Ethiopia, the med ia cou ld be a great weapo n to acce lerate the 

developme nt process. However in order to be effec tive, us ing med ia for deve lop ment jo urna lism 

needs to be practiced appropriately. 

• In order to make the 'pub lic fee l that the med ia is o n their s ide and belongs to them, as 

we ll as to make them react towa rds its message, the news sho uld be abo ut the public. [t is 

better if EBC's reporters co uld find prob lems, sto r ies, comments, so lution fi'o m the 

public and give them chance to fi'a me the ir own process, problem, and to suggest so lut ion 

and comment. 

• The news less likely will be used as propaga nda too l if stor ies from o fficial s and fiom 

sources that the stories co ncern co uld be seen and prese nted w ith independent 

exp lanatio n by the jo urnal ists. Thus ge tting prepared for the sto ry ahead a nd ask 

in vestigative questio ns or g ive backgro und info rmat io n and explana t io ns w ill he lp the 

journalists to protect the news fi'om any manipulation fo r one's own benefit. 

• S ince one of the purposes of deve lopme nt jou rnalis m is prov id ing the pub lic with a ll s ide 

of deve lopme nt in fo rmation to make the public we ll informed, alelt, aware, enable to 

make up th eir own mind and prepare fu r the o utcome, it is better ifjourj1a lists ana lyze the 

actua l implementat io n, s hort co mings, and fo rete ll the poss ible o utcomes a nd g ive 

diffi:rent s ide ofa single story. 

• When both pub lic and gove rnment are aware of negat ive s ituations, actio ns will be taken 

to cha nge the s ituatio n. Therefo re journa lists need to cover negative stories a s we ll in 

order to help the develop me nt process. [n addit ion, journa lis ts must p lay their ro le as the 

publ ic 's vo ice a nd med iator, a nd prese nt the public's proble ms in the news. By cove ring 

wro ng do ings by offic ia ls and pub lic serv ice age nc ies, the news can p lay its role as a 

watch dog and as a cata lyst of development. 
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• Eve n though most s tories in development jow'nalism do not have the 'wow' mctor or do 

not entertain, the journalist can come up w ith ways of presentations that can show the 

s ignifica nce of the story to the people and draw the ir atte ntion. Using different casual and 

fi'iend Iy presentation helps to accomplish this effect. 

• EBC news presentation should try to lo ok and so und livelier. Anc hors need to look like 

they know abo ut the iss ue they prese nt by comment ing and ask ing the repolter ques tions, 

add their own flavor to prese nt the story and sound more natura l and human. Reporters 

need to use visual effects, metaphors and othe r television advantages to explain 

information too. Explaining the iss ue by re lat ing it to so mething mmiliar, so mething that 

matters to the audience and s implifying so w'ce' s technical expla nation w ith example 

gives the news to be more understood, c lear to the audience a nd will make them to care 

more. 

• Explain ing information with metaphors, examp les, mm iliarco ntext, relate it to a hot issue 

and to someth ing that d irect ly matters to the public's life wi ll increa se the public's 

interest on the news. 

• Since not a ll peop le have all the background in formation, the journalist sho uld be more 

exp lanato ry and g ive background information about development process and plans. In 

addition the journalist needs to show why the stories are impOltant to the public. 

• It is high ly recommended for EBC work harder on training its staffs on development 

jOlll'nalism news and gives them the liberty to show their talent to make the story 

interest ing, engagulg, and motivat ional. 

• Us ing different sou rces can s how that EBC news is not a ny gro up 's propaganda too l but 

all people 's media. Besides, whe n reporters use different so w'ces, the public gets a ll side 

of the story and untrue rumors wi ll not have the power to affect the opin io n of the public 

negativel y because the journalists delivers a ll side of the information. 
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• If ESC's objective is us ing deve lopment jow'na lism to he lp the developme nt process, 

journalists need to focus o n mo re than o ne develop me nt issue - economic iss ue, They 

sho uld g ive an appropr iate amount of coverage fo r a ll kinds o f iss ues as this co ntributes 

to the holistic deve lopment of our count.y. 
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Appendix A 

Categories 

1. Participatory and balanced news 

1.1 Proportion on the source selection between 

• government officials, 

public 

• ruling party 

• Independent professionals and other sources to explain the issues 

• opposite parties (specia lly on poli tical and democracy issues) 

1.2 Solutions, development issu es, problems and compla ins that come 

from the public 

1.2 .1 News stories that gIve the public a chance to take part In the 

communication process 
2 . In-Depth reporting 

2. 1 News th at give detail information on stories that are about 
development project. Stories that were about development 
partnership between n ation s explained in-depth 

2.2 The news Explain the actual implementation of development 

pla ns and projects and its difference from a planned schema; and 

evaluate its relatedness to the audien ce 

2 .3 Stories that were a bout development partnership between 

nations expla ined in-dep th 

2.4Journalists critically a n a lyze and expla in development projects, 

plans, policies or any development informa tion 111 different 

perspectives, and their impact on the people . 

2.5The journalists gives independent insights from government, or 

from the source the story concern 
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2 .6 The reporter try to give detailed information and explanation of 

the story. 

3. Journalist's Way of reporting development information 

3.1 When journalists present story they make it motivational , 

educationa l or informatics to benefit the public and to enable 

them to participate In development process, and 

communication process. 

3 .2 Statistic numbers, jargons and other development information 

are easily explained 

3.3 Television feature s, familiar contexts and different techniques 

are used to make information clear to a ll class ·of audience and 

to present the development news in away that can be interesting 

and catchy 

3.4 Present officials' speech, press releases or any information with 

a detail background information in order to make it more clear 

and explanatory 

3.5 Journalists cover negative stories as they cover positive, stories 
3.5.1 Short comings 

3.5.2 Actual implementation 

3.5.3 Negative stories 

3.5.4 Positive stories 

4. The journalist's way of addressing the audience 

4.1. The public's part on the development issues IS described and 

has been given credit 

4.2. News that encouraged public to react and participate (on the 

development process or in the communication process) 

4.3. The news explains how development information affects, relate 

and/or matter to the individua l watching the news at home 
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4.4 . The public is regarded as active participant not as a passive 
information receiver 

5. The extent EBC news covers development issues, the content of the 
development issues, and its focus on diverse development issues 

5 .l. Political 

5.2 . Economic 

5.3. Environmental 

5.4. Social 

5.5 . Urban development issues 

5 .6 . Rural development issues 
6 . The focus of the news on development process and events 

6. 1. Events 

6.2. Process 
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Appendix B 

Interview Guide Questions 

Do you think ETV's prime t ime Amharic news is participatory and have public 
centered story line? 

In wh at extent is development n ews is covered? 
What ·are the mechanisms you u sed to m ake reporting in-depth and 
investigative? Do they play their watch dog role? If not why? 

How do you report development issue? 
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