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Abstract 

The main purpo e of this study was to investigate the main factors that effect the low 

achieving grade one pupils on the basis of their school academic achievement profiles, their 

acquisition of basic learning skills, home conditions, school environment, parents and teachers 

interactions and their views regarding this issue. 

On the other hand, It was also intended to detect if there is any laming disability among these 

grade one low achieving pupils. 

In tills study no significant difference was found between urban and rural locations in sttiscal 

values computed from the responses obtained for data analyses. 

However, the results obtained from the responses of the subjects indicated that the low 

achieving grade one pupils were mostly affected by their cognitive and physical problems (eg. 

MR and language disorder), Parents illiteracy and economically disadvatageousness, 

inconducive school environment, age disparity, scarcity of learning materials teachers low 

attitudes towards their profession and less concern to help the low achieving grade one pupils. 
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CHAPTER ONE 

1.1 Introduction 

The aim of primary education is to equip a population with literacy and numerical 

skills in order to meet the challenges of life at home and at work; laying a foundation for 

further educational advance (Mulugeta & Amanuel,2000). 

Thus, to achieve this aim like many other activities in our life, an educational program is 

organised around certain purpose or expectations, which could be enunciated at various 

levels of specificity, like aims, goal objectives or specifications. Immediate education is 

a process of bringing about desirable changes in the individuals by way of enabling 

them to acquire knowledge develop certain understanding, interests and attitudes 

perform certain skills that ultimately lead them to happy productive and socially 

acceptable life (Marew eta I 1999) 

For the great majority of young children in Ethiopia, the first grade involves a major 

adjustment. Whereas their life before the first grade has involved out doors mixed 

activities with carefree play, at school they are expected to sit for several hours with 

other students paying rapt attention as the teacher introduces new and often strange 

concepts and skills. For many of young people, this experience is discouraging and 

stressful. They are unable to grasp all that is taught and they fall behind their peers. By 

the end of the year, approximately one third of the new pupil decide that school is not 

for them. (Yilfign et ai, 1999). Yet the general objectives of Ethiopian education policy 

of the transitional government of Ethiopia was to: 



- bring up citizens who respect human rights and stand for the well -being of peoples, 

a \i ell a for equality, justice and place, endowed with democratic culture and 

discipline. 

- bring up citizens who differentiate harmful practices from useful one, who seek and 

tand for truth appreciate aesthetics. 

- cultivate the cognitive, creative, productive and appreciative potentials of citizens ( 

M.O.E 1994 PP . 7-8). 

On the basis of this policy guideline, the institute for curriculum development and 

research has formulated goals of primary education (i .e.rade 1-4 first cycle) which state: 

To provide basic education which is appropriate to the age - level physical and mental 

development of learners, acquaint the learners with production and service giving 

activities with their environment and lay the foundation for further education and 

training by equipping them with problem - solving skills and attitudes( ICDR, 1994. 

pp.2-3). 

In Ethiopia primary education is supposed to begin at the age of seven (i.e. 7-12 age, for 

grade I 

However, one can note realistically that a country like Ethiopia will not have 

homogenous age group in the classes. Age disparity is a phenomenon one can not 

avoid at this stage of development in Ethiopia, a country with predominantly rural 

population, low level of literacy, low participation rate and low level of socio-economic 

development. 
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It wa argued that the main factor of age- grade disparity was not late entrance, but 

rather repetition and that repetition caused age heterogeneity which in turn caused 

repetition resulting in a vicious circle of cause and effect (Tekle Haimanot 1999). 

Furthermore, Reighton (1971) noted that elementary school is a child's' first encounter 

with a social setting which operates on other than a primary group basis. In the family 

and neighbour-hood play ground, the child is considered as a whole and he is perceived 

as uniquely different from all other children. 

In schools, however, all children are judged by the same objective criteria, the children 

are rated primarily on their performance in specific activities, and little attention is paid 

to their backgrounds. 

It is in the elementary schools years, then, that the child learns to indicate and to 

respond appropriately to behaviour suitable for -complex-social organisations. In this 

study factors that affect the academic performances of low achieving grade one pupil 

will be investigated. 

Thus, the main purpose of this study will be to investigate issues pertaining to the -

ecology of low achieving grade one students in selected primary schools in Addis 

Ababa and adjacent woredas to Addis Ababa in Oromia region. 

1.2 Background of the study 

It is hardly possible to trace directly focused research on elem ntary schools children in 

Ethiopia who achieve low grades in their academic performance in grade one. 
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I I wever, some studies indicate that, there are a number of anomalies In grade 1 

retention rates of a developing country. 

In thi r pect, throughout sub- aharan Africa, the rates of grade 1 retention vary from 

52% in abon to 0.2% in Zambia (UNES 0 1984). 

Variation In state policies regarding early school retention substantively affect 

children likelihood of passing grade 1, and these policies may have an enormous 

impact on children's lives (Liddell Chiristine, 1996 pp. 227-228). 

Regarding Ethiopia, according to EMIS (1999) promotion, repetition and drop out rates 

are the three paths of students' flow from grade to grade and characterise the efficiency 

of education system in producing graduates. Students ' flow rates are the most important 

elements in any school system. Over staying beyond the prescribed number of years or 

leaving before the completion of an education cycle are both indicators of inefficiency 

of the system. 

As some indicators reveal, the reality of the above statement seems to be true in the case 

of the Ethiopian education system at present 

The indicators of the Ethiopian education system (1999) revealed that in 1997/98 

academic year, in grade one the percentage of repeaters and drop out rates were 17.3 % 

and 27% respectively. 

On the other hand EMIS (1999) educational statistics and annual abstract shows that in 

this academic year, the total number of children enrolled in erade one were 1,091. 065 

males and 749,120 females this summed up to 1, 840, 185. Among this enrolled 
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