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Chapter One 

Introduction 

1.1 Bacl(ground of the Problem 

Thosc who ncgotiated and signcd thc Chartcr or thc l; nitcd :\ations (L\) opcned a 

veritable l100dgate to new possibilities or expanding international human rights as never 

bcll)re in the history ai' the world, Explicit provisions on specific human rights suddenly 

placcd the signatory stutes and thc organization itse ll' on public record in internatiunal 

law as supporting universal respect lor and observance or human ri ghts IlH' all. The 

mcmbcrs ul' thc t;n itcd \at ions IlH'mall y pledgcd thcmselves to promotc th is right 

without any distinction as to race, sex , language, religion or other status, 

i\dvocates 01' human rights lirmly believed that the vision proclaimed in the Lniversal 

Declaration of 1·luman Rights and subsequent human rights treaties could ncver be 

realized in practice without widcspread knowledge and popular support. The idea is that 

abuse can onl y be overcome by inllll'lnation made poss ib le thJ'() ugh freedu m of 

express ion, li'cedom of' the prcss and the ri ghts or mem bers 0[' the society to seck, rece ive 

and impart inrormation. 

Pro1llo tion of huma n rights . however. is hahit ually associa ted \\ ilh the effort or some 

c{lUn triL'S ~ I nd thL' I :\: to <..:r C' :Itc (I \\ mCI1CSS ahout h Ulllan rights through dilTcn:Jlt IlleallS. 

The methods iric!utlc diplomacy. puhlishing re ports and statements, condition ing acccs:; 

to trade or aid on human right illlprovc.:mcnts . ecollomic si:lJlction~. ~ \ Ild ll1ilit(!r~ 

inlLTvcn tioll. rhcse clf(lrt:.. :ldd :"Ollle real p\l \\ cr to the intcrn ational lH1llwll right :,>::..ICI11 

llo\\c\ l'r. 10 tile (lrl ! ill~ l r: pcopk or thl' \\orld thcse errort:-. do !lol pnn-idl' adequ<lte 

per .... tli lal i ll l(l l" lll at io ll ;lhOUl hil111all ri~ .. dll:". 

\ \ 'itlwLll free-dolll or irll(l!"111atioll ~Ind ilcti \'c irn.olvCllll'J lt or til l' rnelli:\. \ \ hil'h ,Ire 

c()!l ... itiered to he the prima!") \Oll!"Cl'S (lrillrnrlll<ttioJl lil!' the lllajorit: orortiinar: people ill 

till' \\(lrld. lhl'~ l' <lclinll:-. or thc Illtern:ltinll:!1 CPll1ll11111it\ arc !c":-i IIlldel",, \ood or ~ t l{)\\J1 h\ 

Ihe ..... ociel: 

I 
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Th~ rn~dia pl'l Ys a signilicant rol~ in oreler to stc~r g\lv~rnrncnts Ili l th~ ri ght path on their 

d "f(lrl to protcct. ~nf(lITe and proll1otc human righ ts, Sorn~tirncs, traditional rrec sp~~eh or 

rrc(:dolll or l: .,\pn.:ssion ~ !r gu!T1(:J1ts aSSUIlH: that the main COIlCCrIl is Hll individual in 

particular the rights Ill ' s peak~rs til expr~ss their opin ion til Ilth~rs, 1IIlIVever, there arc 

OVCI'\\'hL'llllillg arguillents to c\tcnd freedom or speech to the mass media . The media 

provides rt..:adcrs. listeners. vicw(: ]"s with information anc.lthc rall ge or ideas and opinions 

which enable them to participate activcly in a political d~mocracy and educate them 

about their basic human rights, Thc relationship bctween prcss I'reedom and li'cedom o r 

speech is cvcn somctim(s considered to be cqu ivaknt. They have broadly the samc 

m(aning, I:re(dllm or speech can simply rerer to tilc speech I'rccdoms 01' the media 

OWllers, journalists and editors. 

The inCOlllestable powcr of the med ia and its \V,lIchdog position as a rourth branch or the 

government has been proved in many instances, :\umcrllus hum<ln rights violations have 

bcen revealed by the media and the cone~pts 01' human rights have reached the public 

through the media which in return inrormed many to promote and exchange 

inrormation',S ahollt intcrt1alion:!1 human rights law. 

In Uhiopia, prillling press goes way back tn the l 'llh cClllury, In 186}, the lirst printing 

press lVas introduced in to I':ast Africa by 1':mpcrlH Thcodros, Ras Tel'~ri ,\ikkonon, who 

latcr bCC,lIllC I',mpcror Il aile Scllasie took the credit I;>r f(wnding the lirst printing press 

'"l \\h,ll is 11<>\\ th~ Glnlp".\ "I' /\ddi s /\ haha I :nil'cl'sitl' , I Ie has al sll credited [(II' building 

the major eic..:ct ronic 1l1l.:dia urgalli/:I tiulls ill th e.: cULIlur} including the.: nat ional radio and 

telL-vision . Ilowe.:ve l". in the.: past two conse.:cutivc regimes, the.: media in !·~thi(lpia remained 

under ~trict cOlltrol urthe gO\Trtltllctll \\itll ()nic i~1 1 LTtl~(lrship ltl\\~. It \\;J ~ ulll~idL'rcd 10 

I)ltrill~ the rq.!illle PI' Ilaile SL'I<1""ie thc medi;1 L'~~clJliall~ \\;I~ lI~cd to ~prL'ad itllill"l11<ltioll 

or I"tl};d nilltlt"L" \\illl ;\11 llh.iL'l"ti \c or huildi !l!.! tile lI!lclwl!ctl!.!e.:<thlL- ligu!"c ul' the l"':illg. I ' ()r 

thL' \er~ Il:\\ I thippian" \\bo hilt! Iltc :Iecc,," In Ilc\\"ipape.:rs allt! tile.: c!cctronic tlll.:dia or 1'01' 

lIH)\L' \\lin \\L'1"L' ;\cll1,lIl: ,Ihk ttl t1JIlk'r\t;ltll.lt!lc L"olltellh urtbc I11L'Lii;!. inrorlnatioll \\itS <I 

tilL' k uLla! S\SIC lll . 

'l • 
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Though 1':lh iopi" is nne ol'the I(lunding memhers "f' Ihe l ;:\, human rights were barely 

"u issue 1(,,' Ihe I(lea l media ol' the lime, Since Ihe medi'l was ul1lkr Ihe complete control 

or Ihe governm ent and I'reedom or the press of' the media was bare ly understnod concept, 

il can be concludcd Ih"l the media as an instilution !;liled Ihe role il could have played in 

promoting <tlld prevellting coulltless human right s viol.ltiolls which occurred during the 

]': mpcrllr rcgillu,,:. ;\ fh:r thl: cOllling illto power orlhe military regilllc. known as f)crgc the 

story was not any di Iferent. The media was even under more strict control of' the 

govcrnmenl and censorship was one ol'the defining characters ol'thc regimc, 

Comparalively, alkr Ihe coming inlO powcr 01' thc currenl regimc in 1992, Ihe media 

engaged with the disclosurc of' inl(lI'I11ation not necessaril y approved by the government. 

I'rimarily, Ihe 19')S Constitution or 1,:thiopi'l recogni/es Ihe media the rreedom rrom 

ccnsorship and instilutional proteclion Ic,," its e llcctive operation and ai'lirl11s the right or 

Ihe people to seck, receive and impart in f'ormation or all kinds regardless of' i'roilliers, 

This righ l has been specilicd in subsidiary legislations, I'roclamation f(.lr I'recdom or Ihe 

Ylass ,V1cdia and Access 10 Inl("'I11ation guaraillces thc mcclia wilh the necessary freedol11 

hy guarantee ing fh:cdol11 of informnti on and rrohihiting censorships. 

:\everthelcss, \\' ith comparativel y beller legal and pol icy en vironment. the media in 

Uhiopia is criticized Ii,,' avoid ing hu man right s issues. :\ot only the medi" hu: "Iso the 

governmell t is acc u~cd for compromi sing con stitutional ri ghts 011 fn.:cdnlll or opinion. 

l'.\ pn.:ssion. ~!Ild th e prl'~'" <.IS \\ !.:II <IS tlte ri ght of the puhlic to seck. rccci \ L' ,llld im pa rt 

il1/ <ll"matiP Il. In additi oJ1 . the ca pi.l city of' th e 111cdi 'l 1(1 cn g<lgc ;Iclively ill the promo tion. 

prolt..:cii on and cnron.:cIll C!ll oJ'hurnan rights is qLlcstinnah1c. Accordin gl;.. then.: i~ a claim 

that the Illt.:di<l is !lot J!lO\ ill!! I"llr\\a rd lo \\a rds as r~I ~1 as it could til ,v ....... ist the !!UVlTlllllL'1l1 

to I"Llllill it .... ohlig;lliotl to cnl( l['Cc. )11"\)[('cl ;IIH.I promote IIlIIll,lI 1 right .... . 

1. 2 S tat emcnt or Ihe P ro bl cm 

Proll1oting 11l1l1lan ri! .. !llt~ i ... a \ it.d 1l11 . ."!!l\ to (,Ihllrl' tileir prlltL'C!ioll ,Jil L! rc ... pccl. In the 21" 

L'ClltUI":-' . the \\\lrd 'pn)111(lli()!l" h~ ihclJ" i:-. .... impl: a'-.s(lci;llcd \\jll1 the 111l.'di'L \\ 'ilh thl' 

\\ide rall!!L' ;leu ........... III dilTcrcllt I~pc.., nr Illcdia alld \ \ jlh thl ' en:r gl"{)\\illg illlcrl':-ol or the 

, , 
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t" sp rcad inrorJ1lati"n "f any kind. II pers"n\ pcrccptilln "I' reality is the result or their 

helicls and in the age oJ· inl()rmation many llr the belie fs arc the result or the ma inst ream 

Illl!dia. 

Only those wh" are aware or their righ ts arc able to delCnt! it. "nllwlcdge about basic 

humall rights builds conlicknc!..: ill claim ing Ihll S~ rights. sc lr.rcspcct and r~spcct ror 

othcrs. In addition. when the media is Ii·ce to reveal human right s violati"ns. it will 

enhancc the confidence 01' individual s that violations wilinot go unpunished. 

In addition. mcdia involvement has a great deterrence effect on both the gove rnmcnt Hnd 

any "ther body who may have an intention or a plan to violate human rights. For that 

matter. the media will playa great role in supporting the role or the goverllmclll in the 

enforccJllent. protect ion and promotion or internati onal human rigills law, 

The history or media in Ethiopia stretches beyond onc hundred years. Jlowcver, I(lr most 

or its history the media in gene ra l remains undcr government control and ownership with 

it strict censorship laws. This has Icd to the usc of the media by successive govc rnments 

tll imparl ill!nrmation about what the rulers wanted the peopic to believe. 

Lven now. in a timc when the media is relati vely free and both pri vate and government 

media arc comparatively accessib le. the cngagement "I' the media in the promotion or 

human right s is not as much as one might expect it. .'vl"st or the priva te newspapers do 

not cover the hasic human ri gh ts that cili/ells an.: supposed to kno\\'. Thl: government 

Ilh.:dia is also lriliqucd lin hei ng illdolenl \\ hell it comes In promoting rLlIH.li.1Il1Cnt<l1 

human rights. llence. it is necessa ry to invcstigate the rea lities behind those claims by 

Llsing srecific qll!.:s tions. 

1.3 Ohjective of th e Study 

I hc Illain uh.icui\'L· or thc thc.'"i:-. i:-. to itl\c...,tig:ltc thL' roll' .UlI.! thL' contrihutioJl PI' the 

mcdi.! in thc cnrOrC .. : IllCIlt. rL· ..... pcct and prolllotioll oj· hUll1:trl righh ill j·,thiopi:l. \tlorc 

:-,pL'ci liedl:. thL' ...,tlld : \\ ill c.\p lnrc [he rnk ~1I1d ~\cti\ i t iL'~ (lj" the lllL'di:1 in thL' promotio!l or 

hllmall r i~hl~ :1"" \\cll "..., the L:I"I()r\ or Ihe 1l:!liollal IllHll:11l ri1!hl S nq!'1I1i/:ltioll"" III liSe the 

IlIL"di;1 ;1 .... ;1 Ille:m:-. /(lr thL" ;u.:hiL'\CIllL.'l l! oj" their ~pelilic goals. 

I 
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The thes is will examine th e normative rrameIVmK or the inte rnat ional ami national laws 

in creating a Jiositive cllvirnlllll~nt 1'01' the mcti i,l to engage ac:tivdy in the promotion and 

enlilrcemcnt nl· human rights. In addition. it will re¥cell thc legal and insti tutiona l gaps 

allli weaKnesses that caused the problelll '·m the llledi:1. the sta te and the concerned organs 

to engage actively in the promotion and education 01' spcci lie hUIlWI1 ri ghts liH' the 

society. This lVill lay :1 lillilldation to evaluate the role or the Illedia. olVing 10 their 

potential. accessibility and valuable assets. in thc cnllJrccmcnl. promotion and protection 

or il1lernational human rights lalV . 

flased on the findi ngs. possible measures and recommendations wi ll be proposcd as a 

lVay rDrward in alleviating the problem related to the role oj" the media in the protec tion 

and pmnHltion or intcrnat ional hUlllan rights law within the ii·ameworK o r the 

internat ional system in general and in '·:thiopia in rani cuia r. 

1..3.1 C; cl1 c nli Objectives 

The general objectives or the thesis arc: 

I. Lvaluating IVhether or not the media. as a complementary actor. is worKing to the 

level oi· their potellli al and cxpectation in the '·ull realil.ation 01· human ri ght s in 

' ·: thioria. 

Investigating the contribu ti oIl :Jlld achievements or the 1111.:<.Iia ill the Cnl(HCC!1lL'Ilt. 

prlltcctioll and promotiol1 oj' in ternational human rights law ill Lthiop ia. at the 

national level. in thl! regional and intcrnat ional kvL'1. 

.', I\\~cst.;illg the ksal. po lie;. and in:-otitlltiollal rr;lIllc\\prk oj" the Illcdia in or(kr to 

lind oul the g<lp~ tlnd the c\w1knS1...'s or Ihc III l'lli i.1 as ;lIl institu tiOIl \0 cngage 

;H,:ti\ 'L'j} in thL' l'llf'OI'CClllelll. prOIl'Cli()ll ;!lll! prtlillotioll or !llIl'I'1l;!tillJl;iI human 

ril-!ht~ 1;\ \\ ill I thiopia, 

/ 
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1,3,2 Specific Objectives 

In particular, Ihis slutiy allcmpls 10: 

• i-:xaminc Ihc conccplucll and Ihcoretical l'ra mc\Qlrk set up ror Ihc mcdia Ill!" ils 

rolL- ill the L'1l! i. lITt.:Il1L' Ilt. protectio!l and pro!l)otinl1 or international lllllnan rights 

law. 

• Invesligale Ihe gap helween Ihe lederal laws and policies in rdalion 10 Ihe media 

and ils lask 10 promole human righ ts 

• I':valualc Ihe conlribution alrC:ldy l11ade by Ihe media in Ihe promolion ul' human 

ri gh ls in Ethiup ia 

• Idenlily the challenges fheed by Ihe media wilh regard tt) the promolion ol'hul11an 

rights and cOl11e up with a so lution that l11i ght IlleiliLUte the efTo rt or the media in 

the promotion ol'human right s in Llhiupia, 

1.4 Research Questions 

The existence 01' viable media is vital li)r efficient promutiun ur human rights and 

exposure or violaliuns, Cunsequently, the Ihesis examincs the slrong and weak puinls 01' 

Ihe l11edia in Llhiopia in term s 01' prolllution 01' human righl s. II also dwdls upon the 

clTL'ctivcn~ss or the co-operation hetween governmcnt orgalls. th..: IKllpk ilnd the press tn 

\\(lrk lo\\"ards pro1noting and protectin g human right s. vlot"cu vl'f". the thesis c.'\plurcs the 

internal challenges f~lcil1g lhl: Illcdia. both government alld pi·ivatc. in their crl()r\ in 

promoting hlllll<ltl rights. 

Thereforc . <Ill .IHclllpt \\ilt he madc to ;tddrc:-.:-. tilL: rolto\\ing ljlll':-.tioIlS: 

• \\"\w ;l!"l" III hL' Clltllcptu:ili/cd ;t..., Illcdia ,tlld \\11;11 i .... Ihl.'ir rtlk in Ih\..., pnltllOiioll Ill" 

hU!l1:tn riglll:-'? 

/ 

~ 
I 
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• 110'" ':\1' ,'reedom or the press protects the media f(lr uncovering most 

controversial human righl violatinns in Llhin!,ia'l 

• Whi ch la",s govcrn Ihc relat ionship helween slate and me"i ;, ;llld whal arc the 

gaps in tl.:l'ms or rrolllotion or human rights'! 

• What arc the basic internal and e~ternal ehallengcs both statc and pri vate mcdia 

thc mcd ia ",ec in their err"rt to promote human rights 'l 

• What arc the practical contributions of the med ia so far in advancing the 

proillotion or human ri ght s in Lthiopia? 

• What mechanisms and measures should he taken as a way f<lnvard in alleviating 

the challenge ol'the media in thc proll1oti(ln ol'human rights? 

1.5 Research Methodology 

With the objec tive of evaluating the role 01' med ia In thc promotion or human rights in 

I-,:thiopia, the thesis ,·.' ili principally make usc of the I(lllowing methods , 

Literature review: the stud y will attempt to revie", relevant literatures on the role, 

contrihutio ns and chall enges of the media relatcd to enf(, rcemenl. prolection and 

prUtl1ut l\lIl o f intern ational human ri ghts law. In v iew of th is. ihe st udy \V iII set up the 

proper conn:ptu,lI. kgal i.lnd institu tional frame w(Hl .. which serves as .1 fou ndation to 

de terminL' thL' role 'lIll.! uHllrihulioll or the lllL'di,! ill the cnrorc ct1lt.:n L prolllOtio ll ,Ind 

protection of interna tiona l human rights law in Lth iopia, 

DOCII IJH.'ll tar)' analys i."i : interna tioJlal hllln :l!l right s instrutlll'llt s. rl' ~ ()luli()tl ~ . dil'lCrl' ll t 

gl' llL' ra l C!Hll rl1l' Jlls. rl'e()llllll l'rH I ~ ! l i () ll ~. gl! id l' liJl l's ~! l1d ;!eli oll pl.!!!" rcl;ltl'll 10 the 

proll'e il llll. pn 1lllotiu ll ,11ll1 1' Ilro rl'l:1ll1' 1l! or ill l l'rIlatintl<l1 Ill llll,nl ri glll\ 1<1\\ \\ i ll hl' 

<l:-.:-.c ..... . \cd. l)ulllc.\ti e Jl ()lieil'~ . lc~islatipII\ . direct ive'i al1(.1 guidclillC:-' \\il l ,tl\O hc lI .... cd til 

l'valll<l tc th e ;ld l' qlr;lc~ :lIld clh:cti\C I1C:-' :-' or tll c c.\ist ill!! ctlvirOI1!llL' tll I'll I' till' lill'lllatiu tl 

,llld i'rl'l' ll]ll'r:lt ioll 01 till' JIlL'di;! ill till' protcction . prO lll otioll ,r ll d l'Jlliu'ccl1lc ll t or 
i!ltcrn~lIillll;!l I1 l 1111;111 ri!!ill.\ 1;\\ \ . 
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Q ues tio ners a ll d int erviews: m~Jia proil:ssion:ils will b~ a targ~t by th~ qu~sti()nnair~ to 

d~t~rmin~ th~ir eapa~it y to promot~ human rights law in i-:thiopia. In additioll. tlw 

qU~S1ionnair~ will b~ us~J 10 itkl11ify th~ ~xt~nl 01' s~nsi t ivi t y ol'th~ m~Jia organizations 

in Ih~ pronll1lion of human righls 1:lw. Int~rvi~ws will also h~ conJuC1~J wi th 

SWkL'hokkrs inc illding 1l1l.:cii,] orgalli/.nion O\\"!lC'1'S . . journ ali sts. editors. national human 

ri ghts organil.aliolls and lloll -gnvl'rt1mc.:Jlta! nrganil'atiolls. Thi s wil l be used \0 scc.; the 

~n~ou rag ln g or inhabiting environm~nt for th e clT~etive op~rat i on of the media and to 

ass~s th~ role and contributions oC the m~Jia in the promotion. prot~C1i on and 

en forcl'!l1cllt or human rights. 

1.6 Scop e of th e S tudy 

I ' h~ study. wi th th~ obj ~et iv~ of i nv~s li gati!1g Ihe rok of I h~ media in th~ prtlmot ion. 

prutcction and cnf(,rccmcn t oC intcrnational human right s law. ~valuates the different 

activi ties of media organizations. both private <lnd governmental. in the country. 

I lowcve r. giv~n the tim~ and r~sO lll'ee lin; ;tali,'ns . Ihe th~si s will locus only on the 

promincnt media organizations that have rdativel y acti ve part ici pation in the human 

rights issue.: and havt.: a nationwide accessihility. 

In addilion. Ihc thes is will ~valuat~ Ih~ role "C the m~dia in light oC ils collaboration with 

l1~ l tiol1al human rights institutions and private actors in the rrolllotioll of human right s in 

Llhio!,i:1. 

1.7 Sign ific a n ce of the Study 

I h~ limling' 01' Ihi , th~si, ho pciully . \\ ill d~1ll0IlSlr:i1e Ihe mic " I the met/ i:r ill Ihe 

pro ll1(lti()ll. protectioll ~IIHJ ellJ"orCCllh':llt or hUlllan ri~h t ~ ill I.thiopia. I'hi s \\:1)' . the 

re .... e,tn.:11 \\i ll re\c~iI the 11;\\\ .'" ~ lIld \\L';\kn'.: . ...,~ es or the 1l h..:dl '\ and the go\crnment t(l\ \ar~h 

11lL' rllil fl',lii/,lli llll of htllll all ri~lll' ill Il hiopi ;1. Ih e lindi ng \\il l ;1 .... :-.i . ..,1 the ,t!O\Cl'lllllel l l. 

llh.:di;\ oq;;lI1i/;ltio!l:-' ;lIld uther ClIlll'cl'lll'd hutiic:-. In t;i\, c COITCCli \c 11lC;ISlIrc ... ill 

L' Ill'{)ur;l~ i !lg ;Jlld ')lrCI1~ll11':!lill~ thc Illt..:dia In pl,\~ L' ITcl'ti\ C rille ill thl..' prolllotion ri~hh ;n 

I Ihiopi;1. 

/ 
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The measures taken in thi s regard will. ultil1latel y oene lit individual citizens and the 

pu olic at la rge in bu ilding an inil)['ll1ed society that has a strong human rights culture and 

respect ill!" nnc annther. 

1.8 Limitations of the Study 

[n investigating th~ encouraging and inhibiting cll vi rOll mcnt fl)!' tht.: lllcdia and its role 

and contrioution in the prol1lotion of hu man rights in i: thiopia. the fca r of the writer is 

that itl1l ight be dif'ficult to get su fiici ent and reliable documentations and daln frO I1l local 

mcdia insti tu tions rega rding their activi ties on human ri ghts. 

1.9 Organization of the Study 

In thi s thesi s. allempt will be mude to show thc role nr media in the protect io n. promotion 

and enforcement or human rights . To this end. the thesis is organized in five chapters. 

The li rst chapte r or the paper will introduce the oackground ol' the problem. oojective or 

the study. research methodo logy. and scope of the stud y. signiiicance or the stud y and 

limitation "r the study. 

The second chapter gives a brief explanation on the theoretical. normative and 

ins titutional frame wo rK set up 1'01' th t.: promotion or international human rights law, In 

addition. this chapter assesses the pOlVcr. mle and responsibilities of the media tn engage 

actively in the prtllllotinll 01' human rights. In vie \\' nr this, thc chapter \\ill address the 

1ll~lill challenges :.Ind constraints or the media 111 tIlL' pro11lotion. pro tectioll and 

enforcement or international human ri gh ts [my, 

( "1wpler tll;-(!..: \\il! <'lttelllpllo overvic\\ the hach: ground lii"wr) nl'thc media inl -. tiliopia ill 

rcl,!tioll tn Ill!1l1~!tl right s. I~riclly. tile role alld cotltrihutiotl of" the mcdia in thc proll1otion 

01" humatl ri gh ts ill the P,lst \\ ill he evaluated. I hc activities 01" the medii! ill til1lc~ or 
majllr I1l1l11.111 right. .... \ iol:nio!l:-' in I ·. lhi()pi.\ \\ ill hc lJ .... ed a"i a rcference poitli ill evaluating 

the l11edi" ilC l iv it: re!-!nrdillg 11lJIll.ltl l·it!llts . 111 additioJ1. this chapll:r \\illll") to il1\c"itigate 

the I q.!<1 I .llld polic: 1..:fl\ il"l)Il!l1CJlI I"llt· tile flledi 'l to operate <llld etlga~c acti\'ch ill the 

pr(lJ1\()!illll. protcctioll alld cllI1H'l"C!llC!11 nl"htllll.1I1 ri ghts ill I ·.thiopi:!. 
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Ch'IJ)tcr fill,,· wil l evaluatc thc practical activitics and cngagcmcnts oj' the media in thc 

promlllion 01· humall rights in I·: thiopia. This will bc asscsscd ill light of thc mcdia 

acti vity. covcragc anti thc rcl'lliollship of thc mcdia with natiollal human right s 

organi/.ations. i\ccordingly. thc rclationship 01· thL' mcd ia with LIhiopian Iluman Rights 

Commission and thL' Instillltinn 01· ()l11bndsma n IV·il l bc asscsscd . Privatc actors and 

',"(j()s who cngagc in human rights advocacy will also bc invcstigatcd ill vicw of 

identifying thcir mk in employing thc mcdia to thc promotion 01' human rights. Finally, 

this chapter will try to identify the legal. policy and institutional gaps and practical 

chalknges lilr the media in its rok in thc promotion of humall rights. 

Thc last chapter. chaptcr livc. as a way of conclusion, will forward certain measures to he 

takcn ill alleviat ing thc prnhkms relatcd to thc act iv iti cs 01' media and its ro les in the 

promotion or human rights in LIhiopia. 
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Chapter Two 

The Concept of Human Rights and Promotion of Human 

Rights 

2.1 The Notion of Human Rights 

Fv~ry person, by virtue 01' hUlllanity, is entitled to certuin natural rights is the recurring 

theme throughout the history of mankind. This idea can b~ traced as fa r hack thousands 01' 

years to landmark hi storical documcnts. These include the Coue of I lammurahi. Vlagna 

Cana, the I:rench Declaration 011 the Rights of .Vlan and the Citizen, and the I\mer icail Ilill 

of Rights. The Code of Ham!11urab i, thc first codification of laws that contains rcii:rcncc to 

individual rights abollt 4000 years ago, protects thc r~ople from arbitrary rers~cution and 

punishment. ' Thi s documcnt. though considercc.l :l !; b~rbaric by today's human rights 

standards, is a sign that the concept of human rights existed even in times immemorial. 

In Vlagna Carta (1215) King John promised to thc people of England. in addition to good 

governance. reace lo (iod's church and peoplt.! . repre ss ion of violence in men oj' evcr), 

rank. and .iustice and mercy III ;111 .iudgments.' Vlagna ('ana was a contract between 

subjec ts (the naroils). the King and his llesc~ndel1ls and their d~scendents "forever."; 

IIH.:rCrorc. most of its provisions applied to specific ahuses or the time. /-"tll' C:\illllpk. il 

guarantees th~ I'recdolll of the I·.nglish ( 'hurch from royal interl'ercnce. protected the 

property and ill hcr it~IJlcc right s of lllllkragc heirs lind \\id(l\\s. limitL'd ta.\l· .... . cst.lhli .... hcd 

~l<llldillg tlnd nn'ing courts to dC;11 \\11b crimil'wl alld civil is~lIf,':s, staled 111al puJli .... h1l1l'lll 

"ilwllld lit tilL' nillll:, and rprh~!de uri icia h III steal ['ro1ll cIli/l'Il";, J10hle 111' ['rcchurl1 

(iel"ll1;uHh.:r :\ llrl.:d'''(l!\ & J,1I1;1\ (ir illlhedell, 11111'1"11<1/10111" 11 /lIIIUII /(Igh(,\ \/IIIIII/J/'/II\.:. \/1'( 11c1l1l\1I/\ ( . ~()(II, 

\ Ltr!l lllJ <" '\ I jhll If [luhl "het\) pi':; . 
\h,.''' l'cIHl le \\ . \l a~'Il:t (·/ll"/u. II ('Oll/ll/t ' llllIn rll/ IIIe" (;I "t"!tf ( hlll'/I" 01 AIIIg .lollI/II. II II}, 1I/\llIl"/t ,t! 

III/rildi/( (III/Ill en l. t ili! \ ,!}.CI\ \ \ laekhml'). p ; .~ 

Ibid. 
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Tlwugh th~ abovc documcnts haw irrd'utabk historical rckvanc~, it is thc Frcnch 

Ikclarat ion on thc Ri gh ts 01' Ylan and Citi/,cn ( In9 ), and the LS Constitution and Bill 01' 

Rights (179 I) that arc con, id~rcd as initi,1I documcllls in thc history or thc human rights 

Ill()v~m~nl. " Th~ Am~rican I kclaration or I nlkp~ndence or 4 .luly 1776 lI'as ~ascLl on thc 

assu mption that al l human beings arc L'qua l. It also rdcrred to certain inalienabk rights, 

such as the right to Ii Ii: , liberty and the pursuit "I' happin~ss, " The h 'ench Dec/oralioll de" 

Droils de "/10111111<' el "" Ciloyell 01' 1789, as II'~II as the i'rench Declaration 01' 1793, 

relleeted th~ eillerging international theo ry or universal rights and contained Il) r the first 

' I "I 'I" X l1I11C l1C term Hllnan rig HS . 

The end or World War II IVas a critical 111 0 111 ent Il,r the dcvelopmelll or modern 

intern'llional hUlllan rights lall', At that time thc atmosphere or the lI'orld IVas desperate 

lilr a step toward the recngnit ion and observance or human rights illr all. " Ccrta inly, there 

was a desire ror 11 new heginning. and an expectation or change had heen created by wartime 

developments such as Roosevclt' s "Four Freedoms" specch and the Atlant ic Charte r. 10 

President h 'ank lin D. !{ ou~cvdt. in his speech addressed to the Congress in 1l)41 said 

that thc ILlture IVorld is rounded up nn lillir essential human rre~dOIllS, 11 The lirst l'reed ol11 

basic to the illlinciation or the post lI'ar world is rre~dolll 01' speech and expresSion 

cvcrywhC!T ill the world. the second is frccdorn or cvcry person to \vorship ( jue.! in his 

0\\11 \\:1)-'. the third is freedom from \\'\1111 \\'hich. translated intu world terms, 1l1l!ans 

ec onomic IIIH!Lrstand illg :-. which \\ill Sl:CUrl' to LVl:ry nation ,I hl:,lIthy pLacl:tirnl: lirl' 1'01' 

its inhahitallts 'lild the rourth is fred"", rrom rcar which, trall slated into wor ld t~ rl11S, 

1ll1';lllS i.I \\or!d -widl' I"l'dllctinll or '.JrIll 'l IllC!lh to :-.uch ;, point ~ !1HI ill stich " th orough 

I ~ t s hi{lll tll .a !lO Il,tti(} !l \\ ill ht: tn <.I po...,i tiull tl) c Ol1lmit <.111 :lct of" ph:sic tl l a ggrt: ~sl() 1 1 

I )t'lj/llll.~ hlllllllll n,c l /h, ;1 \ ;11 lah Ic ;1\ li t! p:/ jwww.P(" .. IIl. hlllltllngllll t ].] t ln·_.I) rg/I!HJl.~.dlll! p.I g(..I!l::.. 1 13·17. 
(1 .. 1'" VIS 11 I ' d Oil ]U lll ' I i.;'!O I oJ 

thai 
. Ihid 

( ·I!; .rlc ... 1\1.:11/, .\\ h;1I I hllll:\ll Hi !!!!" \k:II1'. /Jt/t·dlll,l\ ()lIll1ft ' l"IIdll{/l/tJl.l,llflll' . \ tl! l.i~. \,(J 1 I hI.: \11! 
fl rc" Oil hd d r tlr '\ llllTic,lll :h';ll k'ln~ 1If" '\ 1"1'0 ,1;: I,'H:iI.:I1Cl" , ::()O;. p if, . 

Ihld 
I I":lIlkJ,Il!) 1{"Il'L"'cit.I/i,' "'11111" J-,,'('t!IIII/\ "./,/dr('\\ ((I ( II!I,'..!/{'\\ .bllll,lr: (I , !I),II. ,l\ ;lilahlc ,II 

hllp: \\ \\ \\ . \\ \\ IlPn . 'II .l·PIl1 cnl kg .... hi ... lIl1-) 1;11 ph \\ \ II-kill II II.. I ,lip , ,,, ~hh . iH III (I .;h' \ j,j Icd 011 J unl.: 1 7 2(10) 
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against an y nci g hbor~ - an ywhc n.: in the \\orIJ . '~ nH.: se rO ll r frccdoms arc rc/1c<.:tcd in the 

Charter of the 1::\ . and from that stemilled thl' idea of an international"llili ofRights ... 11 

When represent ati\es 01' "Hlr major rowers lI1et In I () ·I~ at f) ul1l barton (J 'lks . in 

Washington DC. the two world wars which were ",ught in less than 30 years were very 

much in fresh lI1ell1ory. ' : Shocked by what had happened during these lVars. especia lly 

World War II. the leaders lelt responsible to make sure there will not be third world war. 

The result was a plan to establi sh the I..;nited :\ations. The 1..;:\ was a vi sion i'or the leaders 

to make the worlel a peacerul and secured place lilr everyone. I; They assumed it is 

healthier I'Dr nations and peoples oi'the world to live together and to sort out their problems 

using the organization as a common ncutral ground. t;\" was meant to be in charge of 

giving natiolls an opportunity to arrive at pcaL:cl'ul so lutions to their problems. 

While establi shing ihe V\. leaders or the world who met in San Francisco included an 

important reference to human right s under the 1; :\ charter. The preamble or the 1; :\ charter 

says "We the people 01' the Ln ited :\ations arc elctermined .. . ... to reaninn faith in 

Illnciamental human ri ght s. in the di gnity and worth or human person. in the equal rights 01' 

men anti women and of nations large and small." 

The prcamilular rcierenee oi' human ri gh ts under the 1::\ charter was I( lilowed up by si x 

addit ional rcl 'erences througho ut the cha rter. I:urther. undcr ,m icle 68 of thc Charte r. the 

1'.COll0 Illic and Socia l Counci l \\as required tn set up a commi ss ion in th e human rights 

~lrea " The OU IClHlle \\ as the cSl ahtishllll.:llt or a Comlllission 011 ti llman Rights. ThL' 

Commi ss ion' s lirst ta sk was to de ve lop Internat i(lIla l llil l o l· Rig hts. 

1\' 'I lirst step tO ll ards prep'lrin~ tire International Hill or I{ights. the ( 'Olllllli"ion decided 

to work (Ill ;t d~c ! ;\r ~!t iol1 ill S1Gld or a hinding lrL'~ !l :. :1' It also lk'ci dcd that the declaratioll 
. / 

..,hllllid Clllitain hntil l·i\ iI ;1I1d politic;11 rt!-!hh 'IIH.ll:L'PIHHllic :--,oci,11 and cul tu ra l ri ghh. I hc 

Ihld 
Ihid 

. Ja!llL· ... " . \ 1l."hl·1. \fcl~III,1.:. \"('/1\( ' IJ/ ll lll llillIl<l.t!.hf\. ( . ~ ' cd. 11 1;1\.:1-. \\\.:1 1 J'Llhll ... hlll!!" "~{)()7) P 17 
t hill 
I il llni ',\llt l l!'.. { IIIfl"!/ \ , IfWI/ /'-{II " I 111 11,, · f II·Id IJ llltlllJdll 1<1:..:hf\. ( l'IXCI. 'l'\\ Yprl-.l. p ') 
Ihid . 
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lkclaration was viewcd as a relativel y brief. inspirational and energi/ing document usable 

by mdinary people. It was meant to he the roundation and a corncrstnnc li,r the 

In tert lilt i"na l Ilill Ri gh ts. This view is probabl y the ma in reas"n used hy the commission to 

av"id the more dilflcult and col1lroversial problems like the role ol' the state in enli,reing 

and promoting the right s ill its territory. and \\bether the mode oj' enforcin g civil .. md 

political right s is di lkrent rrom that or ecollllln ic and social rights. :< 

The commi ssion named the documcnt Lniversal Declaration of I luman Right s (L DI IR). 

The ,kclaration, as identified hy one o r the mai n drafte rs Rene Cassin, has lillir pillars. 

These pi lla rs arc dignity, liberty, equality and hrothe rhood. '" The 27 substantive provisions 

ol'the declaration were divided among these lilur pillars. 

With thc objec tive o j' establishing mechani sms lilr enli)rcing the U)IIR. the L'\ 

Commission on I-Iuman Rights proceeded to draf'l two treaties : the international Covenan t 

on Civil and Pol itical Ri ghts (ICC I'R) and thc In ternational Covenant on I':conomic , Soc ial 

and Cultural Rights (IC I' SCR). 211 The COllllllission completed its preparation 01' the two 

Covenants and they lVere open lill' siglwturc in 1966. /\ fter they were read y lell" signature 

the Covenants waited almost 10 years to ITCC!YC numher of ratifi cation or acce sSIOn 

required Ii, r their entry into force. hnally, in 1976 the Covenants entered into le,rce. ~I 

Together wit h the Charter 01' the l; ,\ I'rovisi"ns "n human rights and l :1l11R the tlV" 

Covenants r"rm the II1ICI'Ila tio nai !li ll "I' Ri ghts. 

In addition til the Internatiolwl !li ll Ill ' Right s, l .'\ pnlllluigatcd diiTerent lllultil"ter,,1 

hll111<111 rights inst ru!llen ts dealing with prohlems slich as genoc ide. rac ial di scrim inatioll . 

~1I1d di:-.criminatioll ag<linsl \\llIllL'll. n: !igiutls inlnkrancc. allli the rights perS (lrl~ \\ilh 

2,2 Th e CO Il (l'pt or li ulIla n R ig h ts Prolllotioll 

\lldll·ll11]{ 1 ... 11; 1). Ihl' 11/\/11/ 1 fI! 1I1111I rl/1 "'1.1:11/1.' lO() !'o: . I 111\Vr ... lI) pI ( 'a lifpllli:1 l'1 t.: ...... ). pp' .1 
Ihld 

';\IlC~ 1 10\\1.:1" .... 11 / /1 1/1 11 1/(1.1.:.111\ 1/,'1"1 ' f/I/e! \(1 \1. (·I · /I'/lI"UIIII."':' Ihl' ( /IIn'nall )",,1111"/ 111 11 11 II/ IIlIl/Ifll/ H lgh/l 

:1\ :lIbhlt':11 Illll" \\ \\ \\ l .lI llllll·du hlllll.ltlrl'- l ·dllll l.ll 11I L·dll "'l..: ri v'-. hl'Il:;(lldlll'\\ Iltl .r .;;S'-. Ill'oIliel ~.giJ (1.:1'-.1 

\ 1'-. lll·d un IUI I t: II .~()I()) 
\1 1t.:llt.:lil1 H hh;I~ . ..... lIpra llolL' IX . P 17 
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The promotion 01' human right s can be delincd ; l S educat ion . training and inlilflnation 

aiming at building " universal culture of human ri gh ts throu gh the sharing of knowledgc. 

imparting of skills and nwlding 01' altitudes directcd to:"~'~ 

• The strengthen ing or respect ror human rights and fundamental freedoms: 

The I'ull developmentol' the human personality and the sensc ol'its dignity: 

• The pro111otion of understanding. tolerance. gender equality and friencl shi r a111 0ng 

all nations. indigenous peoplcs and racial. national. ethnic. religious and linguistic 

groups: 

• The enabling of all rcrsons to participate elTectively in a I'rec and democratic 

soc iety governed by the ruk of law: 

The bui kling ;11ld 111aintenance of peace: 

• The pro111otion of people-ccntered sustainable (lcvelopment and social justice. " 

• Creating aWHreness about the existence and the rrom ises or international human 

righ ts law 

The obl igation to promote and cnsure thc enjoyment of hllm"n ri ght s is the prime 

responsibility 01 ' States. thereby coni'erring on st"tes resronsi bility lilr the human right s of 

individual s21 'vIany human ri ghts are owed by States to all people within the ir territorics. 

13 asical1y . under in ternal iona l human rights la\\'. states have spcci Ji c oh ligations to 

respcct. prnteu. and i[liri ll the rights cont:1ined in the di lTcrcnt human ri ghts treaties. 2
•
, 

I:ailure to per[( ,rm these obligat ions constitutes ;1 violation 01 ' suc h ri ghts. i\ [ ' :\1)[, 

p,·:.ctice IHlte detail s these obligati ons. \\hich help unllcrstand the obligation of States in 

the protl'ction ()r hU1ll(l1l rights: ':' 

• I he ohligation 10 respect l"L'quin.::-. Siale P~lrtic .'" to n:rr; !in from illterre t :ng \\ illl 

till' Ll1j()~ llIell l 01" ri slll:-.. 

11111/1111/ U,gIII.\ /'1 O/llofltll/ c\· ""{Ifc',I,tll/ IJdil//(/fI!/ (~ ( 'II I/(I 'IIII/ ril 1"'11\ '\" ;1\ ;,il;,hk ;1\ 

h!1p. II\'.\\ pl·; I '-l'hll!ldlll~1I1111;1!11L" .\ lr~ Illd n .l"lIn '.' p;lg,l" ld 1,'-; 17 (I "", \ 1..." I(,.'d 1l)111I1~ ~ .:fll()) 
., Ihid 
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• Ih: obligation tll protect requ ires State Parti es to prewnt violations of ri gh ts hy 

third parties. 

• The obliga tion to Ilillill requires State Parties to take appropriate legislative. 

administra ti vc. budgetary. juuieial and other measures toward the I'ull reali/.atilln 

or right s. This includes the ohligation tn promote illl!ll. !t1 ri gh ts. 

Primarily. states arc expected to create a lega l and policy environment Illl' those who me 

acti vely engaged in human rights advocacy and awareness creation. :\GOs arc wllllllonly 

known I'or their activ ities on the education and training human rights 2 6 They usually. 

among 'liher activities. train the society on human rights issues. oriet1lation and training 

courses for civil servants. includi ng judges. prosecutors. lawyers . media profess iona ls. 

prison sl1lll. plllice and secur ity persll nn el .. ~7 In addition . :\(i()s arc known Illr the ir 

approach II)!" using the media to get their message across. \I1 os tl y. they sponsor human 

rights programs. train media prolcss ional s and support thc mcdia in logistic and experti se 

lor human rights advocacy works2S 

In additioll . In its partnership with \:(JOs. tht.: medi a il sl: lr is known fnr its activities in 

the prolllotion of human rights. The activities 01' the media in circulating hUlllan rights 

and related infl7rmation on the radio. ncwspapers. te levision and other mass media: 

drama. sports, art istic and cultural events has proved to be c:fTcctivc \-\ ay or reu<.: hing the 

populati on onen Cllt o fT frolll hum;lIl rights di scoursc"~') This activities Dr tile media 

!;lcilitalcs dTllrts or the Stilll' to promote values. heliefs and attitudes that cncou rage 

illdividual, to up h"ld their right s alld th"se "I' "thers. ", I'romlllioll 01' humall rights makes 

an csscnti;d contribu tioll to til:: ]1!"L'\"Clltio!1 ill" ahuses and conllicl and helps crc;llc ;\ 

societ: in \\hich all per. .... olls arc \'ahH.:d <'1111..1 rcspcC! cdju..,t heGll!"C oCthL'it" Illllll,lilil) 

Ihid 
Ihld 

, Ihid 
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WillHlul a widespr~ad culture 01' human ri ghls. even democrac y is nol hy il sel f a 

guan.ltllCC of n;spcct of human rights. i~ It is a gCllcra l agn';(;1ll l: 111 that abuse can on ly hI.! 

ovcrcome hy infol"malillll llladL' possihle throu gh fn.:cdotl1 or c.xpn.:ssioll ,ll As observed 

by lllall Y writers. goycrlllllcllls ll1 0ve slowly except lIndcr the pn,:ssul"L' or opi nion or 

el'enl s and Ihal wilhoUI an inl'ol"lned puhlie Ihe el"l,)rt on hel1<l11' 01' human ri ghl s would 

lose ils mOSI importal11 I'aclor. " Thi s observal ion concl udes Ihal Ihe on l) lVay 

governmenls will be pressured In fullililheir obligalions under human righls inslrumel11s 

is when Ihey have inhabitanls inl(lI"Illed aboul Ihe exislence of human righls and Ihe 

promises il held for everyone. 

Indeed. an essenlial prerequisile f()r Ihe reali zat ion of human ri ghls is popu lar awareness 

and support f()r Ihe universal ly accepled human righls norm s and slandards by each and 

every individual. ); Theret()re. prol11oling human righls al a naliona l ievel is Ihe mosl 

efTeclive 0plion 10 Ihe f"tlll realizalion of inlernalional human ri ghls law. 

One o r Ihe greatesl paradoxes of Ihe progress of hUl11an righls Ihinking is Ihal l11any 

prominenl governmel1l s. who adopi hUl11an righl s Irealics hasie ;lIly. consider human ri ghls 

as onl y rele va nt for olher counlr iesH
• Th e promolio n o r righls by superpower. mosl ly. is a 

l11 ere f(lI"Illalily and poor member sla les have shown Ihe inab ili lY 10 implcl11enllhe ri ghls of 
,./ 

ils people . ' 

I LIllIl ;, h Arcrld t. I IIII I/Ull Ulgllf,\ IIlII/rOil'\,', ,1\ ;lr!:,hk· al hllJr \\\\ \\ 11I;1\\:t l ... :1H:,'"nq;, (! . .] , ' \ i,ilcd JIIII\; 
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Iluman rights inst ruments arc treated, most 01' all. as instruments oj' I'orei gn policy, They 

arc olien used and undermined by ideological and strategic interest. " This takes away lhe 

foclIs from promoting human rights f( )r thost.! who nc.:~ds it to a lllcn: propaganda hy 

govc.:rnmclll"s to sho\\" other cOlllllril.:s tht..:ir commitment to intc.:rnational human ri gh ts law. 

;\s a rc.:sult. hUll1an ri ghts protl1otion is gn.~i.ltly assllciatc.:d \\'jtb the elTon some cOlllltries 

made to promote and protect human rights in other counlries j
" 

Seriousness on human righls has to stan I'rom the proposilion that human ri ghts begin at 

home, that is where inl'ractions arc most scns it ive and hurtltll , A st rong human righis 

cul ture is a necessary underpinning or an elTective regime 01' human ri ghts, "O The 

development 01' a moral, legal and spiritull i sense or so lidarilY among all people on the 

issue or human righ ts is a pOlled'ul and uscl'u l norma tive architecture to huild brighter 

prospects la r the development or human ri ght s culturc:" The lirst step in ach ieving lhese 

goa ls is to awa ken and transfer the society to the awareness of human ri gh ts and make eae h 

and every individua l pan or this revolution, In la rmation plays an enormous role in this 

process, 

I r the end prod uct of inrormation is to be used to lransl(lI'Ill society, it is essent ial that the 

mediull1 content. access. and the liming of the informati on and communicali on together 

have taken seriolls!y,')': l;ntkr tllest..: conditions, it is possihk to create a society a\\'~ !lT or 
its basic and fundllll1elllal rights and duties and respect the rights of others, The violation 01' 

hUlIlan rights, no lI1allel' in IIhieh sphere oJ'li k th ey OCClll', essentially takes place hecause 

'human values' an: not rccogn i/.cd in the lirst place. : I Promoting human rights will 

. (iill'>l'PPl' HaldllCl.'l. I h, ' 1/11111 IIf iI'I' /.( "I"flllllllltJi/ /J/IIIIIIIIIII Ilgh(\ 'h,' 1/1I/l l lr/dlln' II/ IIlIt'/"I1l111II1I1I1 alltl 
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2.3 Normative Fram ework of th e Promotion of Human Rights under 

Intern at ionallluman Rights Instrum en t 

2.3.1 The Charter of the United i\atio llS 

Th~ Chart~r of t h~ L,\ stat~s that it has an obkctive 01' s~<:lIring and maintaining p~a~~ in 

the world . It does so by providing und~r article 2(4) that member states shall refrain in 

their international relations Ii'olll th~ threat or us~ of I(>rc~ aga inst the t~rritorial int~grity or 

political indep~nd~nce of any state. a ru le qualilicd by article 51 which stat~s that nothing 

in th~ chart~r shall impair th~ inher~nt right of individual or <:lIllcctivc s~lf defense in an 

armed attack occurs against a member. This article prioritizes the objecti ve ol'lj,\ whieh is 

ke~ping p~ac~ and se<:llrity in th~ world . This giv~s the impr~ssion that th~ l'llll1d~rs of L:\ 

thought that if there is p~aee and security in the world th~n there will b~ I~ss possibility for 

the violation of human rights. 

However. the Charter did not negkct the importanc~ of hUlllan ri ghts and the ro le of the 

organization ill the promotion orlluman rights. t\rticlL: 1(3) orthc Chartl:f nxognizcs that 

the purpose of L,\ is to achi~vc international cooperation in solv ing international 

prohlcms of an economic. social. cultural. or humanitarian ch;u'actcr and in promoting 

and encouraging respect for human rights and Ill!" fundam enta l I'reedom s fur all without 

distinction as to race. SC\. language. or re ligioJl . Th is art icle underli nes that the promoti on 

or 11l1l11an ri ghts is vital in lillding a solution Ill!" int~l"I1ationa l prohlems \lith reg'lrd to 

peace and security. Article 13 "I' the Charter. which reC\lmm~nd s t h~ (ieneral Assem bl y 

to init iate stud ies .tlld llla ke n':co!l)mcnliat io ll s on isslies th~ l ! hdp in <telli c\ ing. thc 

obj ce l ivc'i of' I :\. iJH . .: ILlL!c s the pro lllOl ill l1 or hUlllall right. .... ,11lL! f"lItlti,I Il ICI1t :!l f'1'l:cL! otl\ :-o, as 

lHIC of' lil t: iSSlIC\ tilL' !!L'llcr:1l '1~.""Clllhl : sh all t,lke i ll itiillioll~ i"or. 

!\ rticlt..: 55 ;11 .... 0 pnn idc .... proll1oli tHl or Iltllll,1ll rigilh h: thc t '\ ;1 .... :1 lllC:III .... or lTl':llioll of 

condit iol1 " Il l' stah i l i t~ ~ l lld \\'cll heill!! \\ hich :lrc Ilcec~sa r: 1'01' pC ~ l cc rlll ;t lld rr iC1HJ1) 

rd, lI ioll ;111101l!! 1l :l 1i l ))l~. ! IHkr :trtick S5(c) lil l' ( 'hart er 111'1 )\ idc .... 111<1[ thc I \ slli.ll l 

prolllo lc tllli\el'\al re .... IK'l'I for. ;lIltl oh .... cl'vanec or hlllll;\1l rig.ll1s ~l!1d l'ulll!;lIllclltal rrced()ll1~ 

f()r ;!l1 \\ illl oul d i\ti IH:li l ll1 :1 .... to raCl' , \c.\ . ]; 1!l Sll~I~C . I'eli~ioll 01' ;\ 11\ other "t;tlll". /'01' the 
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achievement ur these ohjeetives. article 56 ma kes all \'lemher Slates as a pledge who ta ke 

thl'lllsclves to joi nt and separa te ac tion in co-opl'raliol1 with the organ izat ion. 

/\rtiele (,2. which outlines the powers and runetion ol'the i-:C< lIlOn lic and Social Counc il. 

ent itles the Council 10 make recomJ11eIH.iations Il\l' the purpose o r promoting respect I(,r 

all. and ohservanee ol'hulnan rights ami runda ment .1I rreL·dums. In addition the Counci! is 

gr.lIlted with a power. under articic 6X or the Charter, to set up commissions in economic 

and social lields and It\l' the promotion or homan ri ghts and such other commissions as 

may be required Itlr the perrormance or it s runetions. 

/\11 the above provisions or the Charte r illustrates tila t L\" recognil.cd the im portance or 

the promotion 01' human ri ghts to achieve all or its objectives. The Charter extends th e 

moral n:spollsihility to promote and ohs...: rvc human rights not only to its o\Vn organs hut 

al so to all or its Vlember States. /\s it is provided under art ic le 56 01' the Charter. the L\" 

expects its members to pledge themselves ror the achievcmcn t or the purposes or the 

organ !l.ati(ln which includes promotion and observance or human rights 1'01' all. 

Ilowevcr, the Charter has lel't severa l loophoics that cou ld possibly stand In the 

achieveJ11en t or its specific objectives. I:or e."ullpie. the I(lct that the re is no language or 

ohliga tion to proJ11ote and respect human ri ghts hy \'lemher State places the provisions or 

thc Charter regarding human rights ineITecti ve ."" In addition. the Charte r onl y gives 

specilic men tion to one suhstantive right. the ri ght to eq ualit \' (article 1(.1). l.i( I). 13( I) 

(h ). and 55) whik 1 ~ I i!i!lg to men ti oll other ~l! h s la rlli\' l' h U lll i tl1 rights . 

2.3,2 Ln inrsal Decla ration or /lllman Rights (LD/lH) 

I he pre.ullhlc ur I IJIII{ ela iJ11 s that reC()~l i l i ,, " "llhe inherell t d i~llit\ "lid L''!u,,1 .1I1d 

J IU llll"l} I ..... !l·iIllT. 'c ! ;d", /I/f, 1114 11 11'11,,1 1111 111"11 Nlghl\ III (/i / If, \1. l"ti.1 ) {HJ'l . { ht'nrd ! 11l \L'1\1l} 
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2.3.2 Universa l Declaration of Human Rights (UIHIR) 

The preamble or LDIIR claims that reco!,!niti on or the inherent dignity and eLJual and 

inalienahle rights 01' all members or the human rClillily is the Itnll1dalion or rreedom . .iustice 

.Ind peace ol'the \\orlLl. I\rticle I or the ileclaration pnll'ides Ihe inspiraiionaitemperclillelll 

or the instrument by stating thai "1\11 human beings arc horn rrce and equal. They arc 

endowed wilh reason and consciencc and should act towards onc another in the spirit or 

brotherhood," Thi s pioneering artieic is a grand rellccti on It)\' what thc Declaration stands 

It)\' , 

The preamble also proclaims that right s under thc Declaration arc a wmmon standard 01' 

achievement Itn all people and all nations. to the end thcll every illllividucd allli every mgan 

01' soc ielY. keeping the declaralion in l11ind . shall st ri ve by teaching and education to 

promote respects to this rights and rreedoms and by progressive measures. national and 

intcrnat ional. to secure their universal and erfective recognition and observance, both 

among the peoples or \,Ilcmhe r Slates thcmselves and among the peoples 01' territories 

under Iheir.i urisd ict ion, 

Genera!ly. L DIIR aims to"; 

• The promolion or Ihe dignily and eLJual rights or all the C!lJllnllln people in Ihe 

\\orld, 

• I he promolion ol'li·eedom . .iusliee allli peace in Ihe \\orlLl. 

• Thl: prollwti('!1 PI' li'ccd(11) or c.\prL' ~:-.i ()1l /(n the COIllJllon PCPllk ill the \\o rl d 

• I"he prolllotion of friend l) n.:l;ltinn hC\\\L'cll the COlllrllUJI pcople ill the \\odd. 

• rile proillotion ol'cqL1al right. .... hL'\\\I.,.'L'11 !l1ell alld nOllleil ill the \\orld. 

• I he proJl1otioll or <';(lci: !! progrL's <,; ~IJld hL"itl'1' 'illlildan.b Ill' li\ i!l~ or ilrdin;rl": people 

ill IhL' \\orld . I he 11I"OllWtioll of ri ghh 11;1\ heL'!l crllru;..tcd to the I nitcd '\alion..; 

( '''II1I11i",i(l1l \\ hich l"ller rL·p l.lced hy Ih.: ('(llillcil (lI'lllIlll'1I1 I{ i~hh ill 21111h, 
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The /Jec laralion provides Ihe imporlance of human righls educalion umler article 26, which 

givcs everyone Ihe righl 10 educalion , provided Ihal educalion shall be direeled III Ihe full 

developmenl of Ihe human personalily and 10 Ihe slrenglhening ul' respecl 1(,,' hUl11an righ ls 

and l'undamenlCll freedoms. h lucalion shall also promole lIndersl.lnding, lolerance and 

friendship alllong all n.llions and racial groups. This article represenls Ihe posilion 01' 

[;I)I IR regarding human righls proillolion 10 Ihe llrdinary people ol'lhe world. This righl is 

given 10 everyonc, meaning every individual is enlillcd to Know, to be aequaillled with 

human rights and exercise the rights provided under the Declaration, 

IlolVever, LDI IR lail s to provide the righl 10 communication, which is a vita l means of 

inl(lrming people about human rights, as a speeilie and independent right. \onctheless, in 

the absence of such a specilie righttherc is still 'In e.\isling frame worK where this righl can 

be situatcd and where il is inherently grounded.'''' It would perfectly seille under I'reedom 

"r opinion, freedom of cxpression and more importantly the righ ts to seck receivc and 

impart inJ(l\'Ination. 

Lnder artic!c I <) of LDIIR, it is providcdthe righl 01' everyone to freedol11 01' opinion and 

expression. This righl includes I'rcedom to hold "pinions wit h out inler/orence and to seck, 

receive and impart inJ(l\'mation and ideas through any media and regardless or frontiers. 

Key e!clllenis or these rights arc Ihe righl to di verse, pluralislic lIIedia and equilable acccss 

\(1 the Il1cans or com 1l1 unication as \\"l~11 as the mcdia.: 7 In addition . the rollo\ving dements 

III .IKC 'In inlegral p.lrt or article 1<) ofl :I)III,, " 

• The ri ght 10 practice ;lnd expre ss Dill'S culture including the ri ght to usc the 

• I he righ t In <lccess to ill ['Ot'llwtiO Il hOl h ['ro lll pr i, ·:! te and puh li c hod ies 

prl \ ;IC Y right. .... i!lc !\ldil1~ t il e right t (l CIl 1ll!l1l11l IC;11L' allO Il)Il HH I \\) 

\ !icklin l( 1 .... h; !) . ..... lI P);] JH ]k 1S. P {JtJ 
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• The LlnlCllered right to hold opinions and the right to express and disseminate any 

inll>nnation and ideas also /()rm an illlegral part of the rights provi(kd Linder articic 

19 ofLl)1 II{ 

2.3.3 Int crnational Cove nant on Civil and Politica l Right s (I CC PR) & 

Intcrnationa l Covcnant on Economic Social lind Cultu ral Right s 

(I CESCR) 

The preamhle of International Covenant on Civil and Polit ical Rights (ICCPR) and the 

Covenant on Economic Social and CLlltLiral Rights reaffirms the principles rendered by the 

Charter 01' thc L:\ and [;I) II R. They endow with the recognition 01' the inherent dignity 

and of the equal and inalienabk rights of all members of the hLiman ICtmily as the 

foundation of freedol1l , justice and peace In the world, Thcy also recogni,:e that hUl1lan 

rights are derivative from the inherent dignity ol'the human pe rson, 

In addition , the preamhles of both Covenants emphasil.e thal the fLlii realil.ation of human 

rights is possible only ii' conditions are created where hy everyone will enjoy human 

rights, In order to create this condition s, the ohligations ai' states Linder the Charter of the 

L:\ to promote universal respect I(lr and ohservance oj' human rights and the duties oj' 

individuals to other individuals and to the community to strive J()r the pl'lll1lotion and 

observance urlhe right s is rc(ognilt..:d . 

Article I') ol'lCCPR , pl'll vides the same statement as or l; /)IIR regarding the rig ht to hold 

opinioll alld freedom orexp ressioll. It ~ tatc s that C,,"L'I'Y one is cntitled to hold (lpil1i ol1 :-' \\ illl 

ou t in lcrll:n.:ncc and to freedom of c.\pn.::-. ... j(}11 \\hich includes freedom to seck. ITCl'i\l'. and 

imparl iJlrllrlll~!t i()1l ;111<.1 ilkas or;d] kinds. n.:g;'II"(.lkss ofrrollticr .... cithL'r orall}. ill \\r il ing or 

III prlllt. or throLlgh till; other 1l1edi;1 Ill' hi ... choice. "1Il e:-' l' ri"~"d1l " ... mi ght he o.;uhjec\ to 

restrictioll ,), ;lccordillg 10 arti Lic I{) (.') (a <tlld h ). 0111; \\hLII pnnided hy Ia\\ alld arc 

Ill'Cl'\"";lr~ or the right s ;IIH.I replltaliol1 ur oliler ;md liH" thL proteLtioll ni" natilln:il \Lcllrit~ " or 

,dO puhlic ordcr (II' or pul>l ic I)calti> or 111<11''11, " 
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2.4. Norma tivc Fra mcworl( of th e Promo tio n of Hu ma n Right s under 

Region al l'lu llla n Rights In st rulll cn ts 

The preamble lIf African Charter lin Iluman and i'ellples" Right (ilanjul Charter) provides 

that n':cl.:iving inllll"llll.ltioJl is a ri ght. It says. untk'r artick 9. every individual have the rig.ht 

to receive informat ion, It also adds that every individual shall have freedom 01' e.spressi lln 

and opinions. The Charter. unlike its international counter parts. makes the duty to promote 

human rights a speeilie obligation, Lnder aniele 25 the Charter it is provided that State 

I'm'ties have the tIu ty to promote and ensure th rough teaching. education and publication . 

the respect of the rights and freedoms contained in the ChaneI' and to sec to it that these 

I'reedoms and rights as well as corresponding obligations and duties arc understood. 

In '\llvembcr 2000. the Ai'riean Cllmmission on I luman and Peoples Right (i\C III'R). and 

Article XXX adopted a joint statement noting the importance of i'rcedom of expression and 

the limited protection given to this important right by article <) of the charter. A declaratiQn 

of freedom of expressilln was adopted by the ACII Pi{ in October 2002,'1" 

Freedom of expression is al so protected under I:uropean Convention un the Protect ion of 

Iluman Rights and I:unclamental Freedoms. Article I () of the Convention guarantees the 

right 01' everyone to i'rced",,, of expressilln. This right includes freedom to ho ld opinions 

and tll rcceive 'llld i111part ini{lrmation and ideas without interiCrcnce by public authority 

'"ld regardless of I'rontiers. This article has relat ively heen the suhject of large number 01' 

cases, The I':urtlpean Court of Iluman Rights has pronHlted the l'ree flow of ini{li'Ination 

alld ideas <tnd estahl ished all imporlanl precedent \\hilh l i tllit ~ :-olale po\\c rs [0 restrict 

rn.:cdDlll urc.\prcs"joll. 11articul:lri: in the area ol'press and hro'ldc;JSlin g rrl'cd()Jll .
w 

:\ l"rll..:;111 ( ·(llll lll i ..,,, iull till I l\lI ll; lll ;IIHI I\:nplt.:' ... · I{ )~lrl\. I J{I(" II I I}(,lIl lI l lrJ l l H t'.I II /lI lIfl lI {l lI lflt' .· /duI ' ! IUII (ll lht ' 
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~ I :!() H)) 

H( ',I.:,llI ll ld II/ lill i/II ngh!1 1\ '.1' ( 0 1/1 III II r / It '1 I lt lr/I II/ (h t' III/rId I . II' II/) ! ' , l Ilt' 11/1t 'rl c'ull lI /'/ ljnc tI . i\\ :l llabk ,I l 

1111p_ \\ I I II !Ill.! IllS ill .. k, phl'''dtll_ id ~/\' I I .1 , 1 \ !'Iint n il hl ll l' ,~ l·.~ f) 1 0 ) 

2 1 



American Convcnlion 011 Iltll11an Righls al so pmlecls I'reeciom or expressioll and li'e~dom 

or press, Il gliaraillees the righls lO receive alld impa rl illl'ormalion, Special Rapporleur on 

Freedom or I': xpressioll lVas crealed by Inler-American Commission Oil I luman RighlS ill 

I ')<J7. The malldale or the Special Rapporteur includes the collection or inl(lJ'Illalioll. lhe 

prl'paratioll or i.lJlllual and thcmatic reports ~!Ild proillotional activities. 'i: 

2.5 The Powe r, Role and Responsibility of M edia to th e Promotion of 

Human RiCJhts 
b 

2.5. 1 The Power of Media 

.vlcdia is all all-encompassi ng krill referring to the preselltation anti lransmiss inn of 

inrormalion by a mull iplicilY or oUlle ls (radio . leicvision. prim and the inlernel)..'] The 

power or media is genera lly symbolic and pe rsuasive. in the sense lhal il primarily has lhe 

pOlenliallo conlrollo some exlenl the minds or ils audience. bUl nol lheir actions. ;) Excepl 

in cases or phys ical. coercive [()rce. lhe conlrol of' 'Iclion. which j, usual ly the ul timate aim 

or the cxcn.:i~l: or power. is gCIH.:ra!!y indirect. whereas the control of intentions. plans. 

knowicdge. heliefs. or opinions lhal is. menlal represenlalions lhal monitor oven aClivi lies 

is presupposed .'-! Therefore. it is true that the llsers of mcdia n.:tain SOI11(, autonom y over 

the information thl.:Y receive. In other words. whatever the s)lllholic PO\\"L'!" orthc media, at 

lL'ast some ll1~dil! users \\ill gen~rally he ahle to resist stich p~rsllasioll . ~~ Practically. 

Illedi,1 might !lot tell liS \vhat t() thillk hut it lk!illitcl~ gives II" \\'hat to think about. 

! he Illcdia. ill ((lIliclllporary \\orld. is the most import.lllt \{It :n; ( of" illl i.)I"]ll ~llion abollt 

e\-l~r~ thillg including hunwil ri ghts. 1 hi .... j" hL'c;lllse. !"or Illn .... t people ll'k\·i:-..ioJl, r<ldio and 

Ilc\\SpapL'l"s arc their 0111: source or illliJrlllatioll. 'r, As a rc ... ul! . Illcd ia PO\SL'SS:I po\\cr 10 

""L'kct i .... ..... Lll, ... ;U\(.1 C\l'llt:-, ill till' \\or ld \\l' ~pt to kllo\\ ahuut. thl': dcc itk \,ha l cOllstitute 
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news. they lilter and I'rame issues. they co,llextualizc the problem. thcy set the political 

agenda. and they creatc both the consciousness and (111 m"Uers that include human rights 57 

They perform this in two ways, " 

• The media an.' gene rato rs and so urc e of information : lIllt.kr sllch rubric s 

reporters gather, process and present most or the inltmnation we recei ve about 

cverything including human righ ts, In addition to just processing inltlrlllUlion. the 

media arc political and moral agents. deciding to high li ght a particular story, taking 

clear editorial positions and call ing I'll' something to be done, 

• Vledia arc th e carrie rs of informat ion generated by human rights 

organizations (\(;Os, nati onal human right commissiolls, Omi>udsman, treaty 

bodies etc): they arc the most powerru l gatekeepers between these organizations 

and the wider pUblic, Whether mounting a campaign on a particular issue or 

publishing a report about a particular country or appealing lor rund. organizations 

channelthcir inrormation through the selectivc filler or the media, 

The media has proved the power it holds in building up public opinion on different subjcct 

mailers, The pen is mightier than the sword' goes an old proverb which has been prllvr;d 

since the advent or writing and development 01' media, '" Lspeeially in the 21 " centur\, 

media has dell1ol1strated it s irrcsistihh: rower by ma king and hn:a~illg almost everything. ',!) 

(ilohal il.at ioll. the incn:asi ng intcrdcpcllc.lcllL'C 01" sta tes. ll1<1rkl:ts. communications and 

ideas across bonkrs. is one of the main ti..:i.ltllr~s or the cOlllt.:mporary \\ o rlll .''! 1·01' l h ~ 

crcation of' g!obali/.alioll. m~di,! iakc ~ the pri11l~lry cr~di!. l·l1del" the rc~J!1l1 or glohal i/at ion. 

peop k aro ullld thL' \\oriad :!rL' ahk 10 gel ~ I Jl: l'n/"onnalion ;\S in~.\pl'lll"i \c and L'l'iilrtkss 
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p"ssihk . This incr~ascs thc powcr "I'mcdia in huilding i,kas and "pinions Il)r th~ majority 

ol' thc Imrld population . 

2.5.2 The Role and Res ponsibilit y of Media in th e Promotion of Human 

Ri ght s 

\I1cdia. wh ile playing its mle as the agcnt or inrormation sharcs inl<>rrnation at broader 

Ievcl that actually raises the level or awareness on issues which impact the livel ihoods of 

individuals and their role in society '"' In recent years, it has becomc visible that media is 

considering human rights ncws and coverage lVorthy. The mcdia has becom~ in terested not 

only in violation or human rights but also in the institutional apparatus that has be~n 

designcd to protcct and to promotc human rights. h' 

The primary reason. for thc growing interest orthe media on human rights is because many 

governments and international institutions havc integrated human rights principles in to 

their policy l'nllne lVork. Consequentl y. th e hUJ11<ln rights di scourse and the human rights 

law influence directl y publ ic pol icy and diplomiltic relatio ns ill a way s not the cas...: u tH il 

the end or the cnld waL "" As media is interested in such matwrs . human rights have 

become frequent topics "I' media co vcrage . 

Secondly. the media got involved lll ore and more in human rights di scoursl: ht:Ci,HIS(, or 
some or the most s...:r iolls Illllll;lIl rights violat ion s taken place III til ...: conlext ur armed 

co n llic t . or ha ve bCL:1l all im med iat e cau se or conlli e! erupting. '" I he ll H..:Liia . through out 

it s history. has paid it s cl{)sc ~Iilctlti o ll to Wil r and ill t l..'rn ~ !I .!rI ll ed co nl1 ic t. \Vi th thl..' co ncepl 

\ illl:!1 illn or hllll1~111 right.... . 

...... h;dt\ill \ Iuni r. \ /"dltl ( /('/11 '/ \/11 U/gllI h(l,\('d (1/111/11(/1 /1/ (1 /" 0 1/1 11 / 1' / h ' LI·/lilll/ h 'lIl n \ // ,·\ , .!\ Hll'll, lli ... t <., 1(\1' 

I h.'IIHH:r;!C~ ill1d Illl llliln R i!!hh ( r I H I R ), iI\ illbhlc .It 

hll p. \\ \\ \\ .Jdh r.prg puhl j,,:alll HI'" 1':lpl.·r ... \ k dli l" "~ () ill.: ll \ 1"'11I- 1 'n 11 111 ,I i11g" ,,201 k\ 1..'1111111\(,:111 " .. 20 1' ..... ul.· .... pd 1 
(I a'>! \i ... itn! 011 \1I !!lJ'>! l.~ ~(JIO) 

In l l'l'll:I!iLll1;d ( ·IlI Llll..:il Pllll1l11lan H I~h h 1'\I1il~, ...... lIpra nlll :'7. p ;.1 , 

hI. P 2· 1. 
Id, pp ::· I -:~ . 

27 

) 



Th~ qu~stion that occurs r~p~at~dly is i I' human rig hts ar~ n~ \\'s in th~ir own t~rm s or 

wh~th~r th~y arc ne ws only when they arc assnciated Ivith other news. \llcdia prnlessiol1als 

always claim th~y lin I1nt hav~ inherel1t ob ligatinn tn prioriti/.e nr tn privilege human rights 

isslles ovt,;r o l h~rs. The question ror them is always. \\ 11I.: tIH:r or 110t human rights issut.:s arc 

Ilc\\,s\\orthy that \\"ill intclTst ll ll:ir ;'IlH.iicIlC CS.
lth The lk cisio ll o!"whdhcr or not to go with a 

sto ry may dcline an attitud~ nr the m~di a organizat inn tnwards human rights. 

Though. the media is always digg ing human right violations and covering acti vit ies In 

rdat io l1 to human rights. thi s docs not lead to the conclusion that media have a Icgal 

nbli gation tn Cllver and report or promote humall ri gh ts to the public . This is becausc. 

internatiollal human righ ts lalV places all the legal duties 011 states and creates kIY or no 

private dutie s. In nth~ r wnrds Illlm;1I1 rights ar~ dra,," v~rtically. IHlt hnriml1tally .'" 

Therdill·c. the re is no legal ground to argue tha t the media has an obligation to promotc 

human ri ghts. Accord ingly. as practice shows. the media mostly involve in human rights 

and related issues when they ar~ associated to oth~r "lctorS. li ke internal conflic t, war or 

diplomatic and politicalmattcrs. 

Il00vever. there arc two main poin ts that arc worth mentioning in at this poi nt. First or all. 

at the internati onal IL:vcl. most large med ia organi/.ations arc governmen t oW!1 !:d .(,I( This 

Illl.;ans. states. as duty hL: an.:rs ur intcrnat iorwl human rights instrulllell ts have thL' ohligation 

<Ind the opport unity ttl u:-;c the media as a vehicle ill thcir errort to the promotion tlnd 

protec tion or human rights, SC(,OIH.I. it is important to notc that cveryolle has a moral 

n,:spolls ihility to f..:ngage activdy ill thc enforcement. protection <lnd promotion of hum'lll 

righb , '] he prc l.llllhk or l :1 )II]{, 1'01' illst~ltlCC, claillb Ihi:.. 11101',11 ()hlig'!Ii{l11 h:-- statillg th:\t 

l'\ l'r) illdi\'idu.d dlld l'\ er:-- {l rgan Ill' \Oriel: htl "i to kecp thc dcclaratioll ill lIlilld and :-.h.1I1 

strl\e hy teal'hill~ and ed\ll';llitlll to pro!llote re"ipccl [(II" llie right s ;\lH[ !'recdol11<" pro\ idl'd 

IIllder the dcc l;ll'ali(lll, 
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This kads to a logil:a! t.:ollclusioll that. med ia as an organ or a society aSSllllles 

respon sibility to contribute [0 the promotion or human rights. Peace, non-violence. 

di sarmament. l1laintcll~IIH.:C and promotion or ecological balances and unpolluted 

environlllent and ensuring IHlm'ln rights lu all irrespective 01' caste, wlor 'lild creed slllluld 

be the minil11U111 cOl11l11on agenda I()r the l11edia ." ·) \IIcdia is in ideal position to make 

people aware of the ir rights. investigate and expose vio lations and invite attention to the 

people and areas in need of protection of' human ri ghts and pursue their case till they 

achieve them 70 

111 additioll111cdia assul11e 1110ral responsibilities to 71 

• Promote awarcness ai' human rights. Ykdia has to inl(ml1 and educatc the people 

about their rights and suggest ways and means by which thcy can defend violat ions 

and thus cmpowering them to protect their righ ts, 

• Encourage expcrts to acldre~s and comment the administration and legal amlirs of 

the speci fic rights 

• Investigating and revealing human rights violations 

• Give pu hlicity to individuals and organizations. which arc engaged in advocating 

and securing human rights. These encourage as well as Illotivate nthcl"'" 1{ ) invlllve 

in humall rights advocacy \vorks. 

So 1~1r. media has Ilotabk con tri bu tion in the process or human right~ promo tion. Tl1i:-. is 

through its sC \'cr<l1 ;lctivitics. \\ 'hicl1 include l' \posi !lg \'iolatiolls or rights alld crea tiJlg a 

"itagc to illlpnnc thc Clllll<.IlC nrdclllo(ratic tkhal!.: alld rcducc corruption ill pu blic iik. ': A! 

the ..... alllc lime. provide rcli;lhlc illJ'Ortll<'ltioll through \\Ilich (ili/CIlS. hlllll:l!l right:-. group ...... 
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privatL' orgallii'aliolls and pllhtic authorities can work together to promote develupment and 

to eliminate arhitnlry abu se. 

2.5.3 Constrain ts on th e Mcdia Ro le in the Prolllotion of HUlllan Ri ght s 

Vledia. as an insti tution and journalists face scwral challenges hoth fmm the governmcnt 

01' thc country where they func tions and from their own organi/.ational system on their 

em,rt in the promotion of human rights. 

Journalists arc alien criticized to confusc issucs on human rights bccause 01' inadequa te 

undcrstanding of the material they arc covering. They have a supcrlieial gasp of the 

institutional apparatus of human rightsn In addition. as evidenccd by what thcy writc or 

present. many journal ists would be hard presscd to explain the specilic human rights Ict 

alonc the dilTerence bctween thc diverse mcchanisms that cxist to monito r adherencc to 

human right treatics or evcn di stinguish bctwcen humanitarian and human ri ght law74 

Regrcttably. espccia lly in countries where the culture of democracy and human rights is 

young, only l'cw jou rnali sts arc ahlc \0 idcntily with conlidcncc cwn half a dozcn of thc 

basic rights supported hy l; J)I IR and othcr international and regional human rights 

instrumcnts"'; I.ack oJ' awarcness about human rights hy journalists. is onc 01' thc m'lIor 

challenges ror the cfl{)rt to promnh: human ri ghts. 

Vkdia is (Ibn cOllsidered to he less sensitive Oil ~pc(ilic hllll1 ~lll right:-. and. as;1 I" \.!sult. miss 

s(orit.:s or dimensions or storics .7(J Lspccilllly. economic. s()cilll 1ltHI cultural rights. which 

lin..: kss visihk ~l:ld slo\\ process b) naturt.:. art.: IlIrgt.:l) llllliL"ITepOrlt.:d hccall \c the mcdia 

still tllldcrslillld hUIllal1 rights S)1l0nYllls \\ith civil ~111l1 political rit!hts. n I'he importancc of 

t.:COIlOIIlIC. s(lCi;1I ;lIld ctllttlr~d rights. includill!-! the inlernati(lll~d CCllllOllly. pnvcrl). 
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applies particularl y to media coverage oj" issllcs that relatc to their own governments or 

other puwcr/til interests in their own societies, 

'Vkdia is also held responsible not only I()r underrepllrting human rights issue but also I()r 

lack of" an actual impact on human rights, "" In prDtecting and prol11oting human rights, thc 

question is not only whether the public has the inrormation but also lO ligure out what is 

done with thi s inl()rmation,'" \I1edia proressionals claim that, it is not up to thcm to make 

sure what is done with the inf"ormation circulated by them and argue that th ei r only role is 

l ' 'I' I" k " to 0 )talll, ven yalll ma"c news ' Ilown. 

Thc other main prDblem ofthc media is lack ofrctrDactive report espccially wlwn covering 

human rights violation, This is particularly true of covering conduct during wars. because 

it is always tcchnically difficult and onen impossible, to establish racts at the time and 

thercl"orc reporl whether human rights viola tions wcre commilled. whose ri gh ts were 

violated, or what could have been done dilferentl y,"' Stilt. the media c/cservcs ercdit for its 

retrospective whc n they olicn lilil to get the story right away, This can he positive not only 

for Its advantage to understand the past Dr to secure justice (Justice c/Clayed is beller than 

justice denied) but also can be valuable in clarifying cOnlernporary :;;tuations, KI 

Last hut not leas!. the media is challenged by strict laws and sometimes abuse 1'l"Om the 

governlllent. The most challenging ohstacic to the meliia freedom is the !~Iillire or 
gO\ernllletlt 's to recogni/,l.' the role pLlyed by independent jOllrnalislll in the creation. 

nourishment and development of' dctlmcracy and hUlll<ln rights. x,: I'h is lack of' recognition 

is rellectcd i:1 the presellce or acti\'e ccnsorship nr restrictive n.:gulatintl (l!'.i()\lrnal i sl~, lalK 

PI' right s of i.lCcC~~ to u!"iici,'] informatioll .• 1 legal 1~IIJd scape which inh ihits the ability of 

.i()llrn<lli~ts to inquire freel) (for ill~I;tl1ce. the <lpplictltioll or draClllli<lll dcl:lIll;!lioll ;111(1 

/". Ihid. 
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sedilion laws). and the Slale adminislralion 01' essenlial medi a services. including 

broaucasling. priming lilc ililies and dislrihuliun syslems. ' ; 

With all the challenges di scussed ahove. it is worth recogni/ing lhat indepencicnt-mindeu 

media have played a central rille in the pro lllill ion hUlllan righls.'" \l1an)' ha ve rut their 

lives and rreedllms at risk in order to rromole dignity til all human beings and transparenl 

and accountable govcrnance . \IIany journalists. ha ve heen arrested. prosecuted or 

condemned lo heavy lines or pri son terills as a result or their errort lO contribute to lhe 

prolllillilln Ill' human rights. 
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Chapter Three 

3. The Legal lind Policy Environment of the Media for the 

Promotion of Human Rights in Ethiopia 

3.1 Historical Overview of Media With Regard To I-Iuman Rights in 

Ethiopia 

The history o l'media in Ethiop ia can be traced back to the reign of Vlenelik II who ruled 

from 1889- 191 3_ X? The lirst medium to be introduced was a weekly newspaper I.u Se­

/IIuille dFlhiol'iu. 1890. published in French by a Franci scan missionary living in 

HaraLNN The first Amharic newspaper was issued in 1895.8
'1 It was a four page weekly 

newspaper named , /elllem_ It s lirst issue was handwritten . Between 1912 and 1915 

weekly newspapers like Mc!ekel e .\'el(//II. Yellir Wllre and many othe rs emerged. '10 

For the most part. from the very beg inning. the print media were controlled by the 

Empcrors , subject to ol'ficial censorship and str ing-pulling. This control got much more 

potcncy when. in 1965. lierllUlll'lI(/ S"'(//II Printing Press. a modern inUllopo li stic 

institution run by the government. IVas establi shed .'" The I' rin ting Press played a role in 

the publication ol'two national weekly newspapers . .. ' ddis Ie 111 ('1/. in Aillharic (1941) and 

its I;ngli sh countc rpart the I·: thiop ian l!crald. in 1943.'" These two se rved as the main 

offi ci al press organs or the ~;ti.ltc :lnd ;IS the Illain source o r in/()flllatioll . 

Uer/WIICI1U .\c/UJII \V~ I S cspl'cially very important 1'01' the thcll Ras I cl"cri \,tkkonrll':Jl who 

later becol11e I:l11perm Ilaile Selassie_ I 'sil1~ the newspapers the I-.Illperm "dvocatcd his 

grea tnes s. kindnc ........ \\ i\do!ll .UH.! k;lticr .... hip ;I!ld 1hal ilL' Ila~ no (ompari:--,oll in Ilis lik 

lilllc. I Ill.: C{)l1iCl1h or the 11C\\"'P;1I1Lr.<.., \\crl: foclised 011 the po\\er alld grcalllc s:--, tllc King . 

~. ,q!!!u ........ II.: Il.:rkr;1. r.l1l1f1/II(/II \/11\\ \Ied!!! /'/ (I Ii/I' . (20()(). IIpp1ilatit1ll \kdia (\·Iltl.:r). pp ' - I 
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IJerllUl/t'llU S,,"I/I/ assisted Ilaile Sclassie in his transition I'rolll Regcnt to his 'v1njesty 

I':rnpernr or i-:thiopia. '" I':vcn at that early age IVlh:n the nlllllhers 01' Ethiopians who arc 

ahle to read and undcrstand the newspapers \Vcre very f'cw, Ilaile Sclassie understood the 

pOlVer Illcdi~1 and colllillunication plays in inllucncin g thc valnes or the society. This is 

the main I'l.!asons !'or the King to impose strict regulations and ccnsorship [a\vs on the 

media, Though, rreedolll or speech and ii'eedolll or the press \Vere provided under article 

'11 or the 1955 Rev ised Constitution, subsequent legislations had imposed strong 

I· ., I "., Imita tions on tle press. 

The audio (radio) and video (te levision) technologies cmerged in Ethiopia in 1935 and in 

11)64 respectively." " Though, Illost 01' the major media organinll ions have been already 

established during the regime or Ila ile Selassie, none or thelll had made a signiilcant 

el'fort to challenge the massive hurnan rights violations or the time, For example, the 

Ernperor regime is characterized as oppressive reuclal monarch who violated the human 

rights or peasants on a massive scale,"" Taxes \Vcre orten shilled illegally by landlo rds to 

tel1<1l1t f~lrrncrs. eviction s could and did OCCllr \'.Iithout notici: hcc::tllsc most Icasing 

arrangements \Vere oral, more than SO pCI' cent or the produce \Vas nllen demanded as 

renl. in tercst on loans was frequently I 00 pe!'e~r:t. rree se rvices wcre dcmanded by 

landlords. and a I () pCI' cent tithe was colkcted. ~;lth ough dc.:<.:lan:d illegal ill 19() 7.'17 The 

oppressed h"d lillie recourse tIl any highe!' ~llIIIHlrity, becallse landlords lillcd 

'" govCnlllH.:rHill and lcg~1I structures. ' 

During the 17 )C,l r'~ the military regime, the go\'cnllnl'll t -~IJHI P;lrty-o\\'llcd puhlications 

1\/CSkCrt.'III. ,"('rfo .. Ide r , ;l lld the prl' -Ikrg )'c:;urcyilff ","Ihiu/Jill \\CrL' puhli.';hcd ill addition 

, Id. P X 
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to the previously melltioned , lddis l.ellll'1I and the Ethi(1pian I lerald and the broad cast or 

the national radio and television .'''' 

The military regime bdwvcd. with a ll:w exceptions. the samc as the I':mperor"s approach 

towards thc media and uscd it like willing nilluthpiece or its ideology, ,,,,, Though. it came 

with a promise to rrotect allli stand to the penple. the military regime lVas not any better 

in protecting human rights,lnl Durin g the 17 years or the regime most nowblc human 

rights violations had been committed in Ethiopia not only by thc government but also by 

individuals and private actors as a result or the railure ol'the regime to dcli:nd and restore 
. I(l ' Drdcr In the count ry . -

To start with. Il,r example. on 24 :\ovember 1974. somc 60 Ethiopians were cxeeuted. 

including two fonncr Primc \!Iinistcrs (Endalkachcw \!Iakonncn and Aklilou Ilabte 
, 

Wold). we" -knowil government and military of'licials . as lVell as largc landmvners. 10
] 

The International Commission or Jurists condemned the execution or thc 60 j()J'J11er 

of'licials. and exrresscd 'conccrn about the possibility 01' securing a lilir trial ror the 140 

or so other prisoners'. ")! It criticized thc special military tribunal. 'composed 01' officers 

with no legal training', with ex post Itlct\l law application , and with no right of arreal. 

The International I.eague I,,, the Rights 01' \!Ian 'Ilso protested against the exceution or 

the (,0 1(11'111er ol'licials 'without public trial', Iloth these organizations argued that the 

Charter o r the Lnited .'\atltlnS and the l 'niversal Ikclarati(ln ol'lluman Rights had been 

violated, I he (jeneral Assembly ol'the 1 :nitcd '\minns. ("I 27 '\m'ember I <J7·I. three days 

a!'tl:r the l.'\l.'Cllt!Otl "i. ilrr)t~a!c:d to till: Pro visional \llilitary Administrative Committee to 

'I,,(re the lill: or I': mperor Ilaile Selassie a III I (lthers being held un de!' <lr!'est. ''' ' I'h is \\as 

the major international Illedia highlight or the time. Ilo\\L'\,cr till' local medii!. ;1\ it \Vas 

under till' COlllpiL-tc control o j" tile n.: gillll', did not ()PPO~l' or CIlllll1lCllt on the c.\ tr:l j udici,11 

[hid 

Ihid 
t red Ilodlidil) ;I/ld \ Ia\illl.: \\I1 I)l1cII'\, "[ tilltlpia .... Rl.'\lItlltitlll J"rlltll ·\ bml', ' \11-.1<1/' /(I'/It"/\ .. \0 Iflf) 

1111111 fI/ Ilncli I hi ' ('11111111.1:. .\1111"111. [ I I)R ~. \ Iiddk 1·;,.., \ Hl· ... c;Irch ;tt1d 1nlonl1;1111111 Pnl.lcct l. p .­
Ihld 

It!. pi"" 
Ihid 
Ihit! 



Amung Illi.lny o,'the violations or human rights during th~ military n:gill1~, most notabk: 

Ii,r the world is the !>lInine 01' I <)X4-85, I,: thiopia is I'llnous I'or its famines, and the 

military regime was notorious I'or hiding its occur rem:e at the cost 01' the life of millions 

of I-:thi op ian s, 111/, The absence of I'ree press and democratic politic,1I institu tion has 

Cllntributeu Illr the I'lmine as a result of absence or pressure on the government. 

The occurrence or the great f' lIn ine or 1958-6 1 in socialist China has been attri bu ted in 

part to the lack or informat ion about the crisis, deriving fnJm \t1ao's 'Great Leap Forward' 

and the stri ct censorship that en sued, I1I 7 Pol iticians who were aware or the crisis were 

unable to public ize it or organize to rep resent the in te rests or the vulnerable people, on 

account of the authoritarian system , Similarly, the occurrence or the I'amine or 1984-5 in 

cap ital ist Sudan can be att ributed in part to the stric t controls on the press and 

government actions against groups that tried to organize on hchalr or the stricken 

people, llI' The Suuan government did not lVani to di scourage private investment by 

d " I b f' f' , 111 '1 a mlttlng t,1l': em arraSSll1cnt 0 a amIne. 

For several reasons, the military regime 01' I-:thiop ia Illilowed the same example and 

opposed any media cove rage of' the f'"m ine whieh starved millions 10 dealh , Fvcn the 

i<m:ign ll1edi~l. who fina lly got to cover the st ory, r:'!c~d severa! chalkngcs to covcr the 

issu c. One or the reasons for the governmcnt opposilion 10 make Ihe isslle a media 

highlighl lVas the lear thai the \\ este rn media \\'ill sim pl" use it t" allack them as a 

\llar\ist reginu.; .11 tJ T he ot her reason \vas that the reporters \v ill as socii.lte the issue with 

:! : 
tilL' civi l \\·ar lhal was going Ollll i lhe time. 

,\llhe heginning "I'lhe 1"II11ine , Ihere '\;1.\ a I'red icii oilihalilli lli on s \\ill he ,dTecied il" 11\ 

immcdiale intcrvcntion i~ not 1i.1kcn pli.lcc . H! \:u\clllher I()X~L l ·'!CI·I·. rcprc~ cll 1<.1Ii'vc 

I()r Llhio]lia ...,;Iid ·· \\c hil \ l' heen i.1..,killj2 rur help since e;It·\~ 1{) X3. It ~CL'llh !Ol! hi.1\e to 
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ha ve thousand s of co rpses hel'"T notice is taken hy the government or the media" '" This 

slll'IVS thaI. lH>t onl y the government hut al so lack 01' cnthusi'l sm or the media Clliltrihutcd 

tothe hrutal human ri gh ts vio l'lt ion in th e history. 

It is IHl1 onl y the local media hut also the international media. to a certa in esten1. railed to 

reveal the starving sooncr. Vlohammed Amin. a Il!JC reporter at the time and Olle of the 

frontline journalists who revealed the human suffering. wrote that "we understand IVC 

lYere late. !Jut it lVas the LS election at the time and no one was interested in a l'ew 

starving kids". llj \!lan y journali sts count hmv dinicult it lVas to get the major news 

organizations to take up such slO ry . After the liul1ine and its di sastrous elTect revealed hy 

the media. it did save many li ves through international coopcration. Thmugh all this. the 

local media, as it was under th e strict control of the govcrnmcnt remained silent and it 

was outsiders who have condemn the grave violations committed at the time. 

This experience not only scars the history 01' Lthiopia, but also hadly alfectcd th e 

r~lati()nshiJ1 bctv.lcCIl the public and the local media. rrnm then Oil, it is H common 

practice for Lthiorians to hear and sec what esactly is going on in their own country f(mn 

foreign media who sOl1ll.:timcs ahu~~c the information they have to damage the image of' 

the country. This is hccausc . t11l.~ local IlH:dia was un~lb lc to estab li sh it self as (I 

trust \Vo rth y institution. 

\Vhcll the incumhellt governmen t G!llll' to pO\\ cr ill I ()'J I . il prolllisl'd. ;!!llong othe r things. to 

l'stahli"h ;1 !ll ultipart:, politi cal system with ,I rree press, to hold free and democratic elections, 

tll honor ;1I1d protcct human right...., alld til prOllHltc tilL' rule Ill' la\\ h;I.">l'd lHl th e l'q ualit~ or all 

pcopk .... ill the c()ulltr~ ,I i I 'I hl~ pn1Illi .. ,c \\ J:-- J'ollo\\'cd h) the ellll ~ ti tuti(ll1al pnwisioll \\ hich 

guarantcc:-- I'n.:cdllill nr l'.\prl'~ ... i{IJ1. i'rlTdolll or th e jlIT:--:-- <llld the right (11' til l' puhlic 1" gcl 

IIl I()I"1l11l ti oll. -J he COtlCl:pt of" frcc prc\:-- ~IJld !"rcl'd(l1l1 or c.\prc\, ... iol1 \\ ;1\ ~lI\O gU~lr;llltCl'd the 
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1')~2 Press l'roclal11at illn which laler repcaled hy l:reeJ olll or \!lass \lledia and Access to 

Inli)J'lllat i"n Pl'I>clal11at ion in 200X , 

3.2 The Lc~al Rcgimc Governing Med ia Ac livitics W ith Regard to the 

I'rol11otion of Human Rights in Ethiopill 

3,2,1 The F DI~E Co nst itution 

Article 29 orthe 1<)1») FJ)I{J: Constitution is the 1l11llldation Illr the ri ghts to inll)J'll1ation. 

I'reedom or expression and press I'reedum , This article provides the pcople 01' "thiopia 

with thc ri ght to hold opinions, thoughts and rree exprcssion ,"1 Particularly, it protects 

li'ecdom ()I ' expression without interference in ' Iuding the I'reedom to seck. receive and 

impart information and ideas or all kind regardless or I'rontiers, eithe r orally, in writing or 

, , , I I' I' I I I' I' I' III, III print , III I H': ol'm () art or t lroug 1 any met Ie.! 0 once c 10J(':C. It also ai'f(lI'lls 

rreedom or the press and the mass media hy ensuri ng the opportuni ty 1'01' acccss to 

information or interest or tht: puhliL: and prohihiting c\!nso rship .1 17 

Article 29 or the Constitution provides th e ri ght or the media to instit utional 

independence and lega l protect ion to enahle the accommodation or dilTerent ideas 

necessary to a lkmocratic society,l" In addition, article 2!J(5) provides that any med ia 

lilwn Cl!d hy or IInde r th e c"ntrol "r stat e shall he operated In a manner ensllrln g it s 

c'lpacit y t" enter1:lin diversil) in the expression 01' OpnllOll. Thi s is an entitleillent or 

rreedlllllllf' espress illn and Ihl' ri ghllo gel inl(lI'Illalion 1(,1' 1': lhi"piall diverse s"ciel)" 

1:lIrtherm"rc, Ihe C"n slil li lil ll ' la kes all inlel'llali"n:ti agreemenls ralilied Iw 1', Ihiopia III he 

:nl inlegra l l); n'l 0 1' the la\\ " I' Ihe 1:llld, " " 'I his art ic le 'l SSllre,. Ihe pe"pic "I' 1', lhi"" ia I" 

L .\ crci ~c thL' righh P['()\ idL'd LInder illtl'l'!liliional hlllll:1Il ri gh ts tn:atic:-. . 
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Ilowcver, despitL' till' guarantees 011 i'reedom or cxpress ion and ;Iccess to inrormalioll us 

inali enahic hun1:ln rights, tho: govc rnment or I,:thiopia has hcen criticized I(,r 

compromi si ll g these rights. Suhsidiary laws 011 the ma ss mcdia and rrl!cdom of' 

informatiun has hee ll crilici/cd as restrictivc and ahusive L'SI1l.'ci:dly tt) the privale mcdia. 

3,2.2 Freedom of the Vlass Vledia :Ind Access to Information Proclamation 

In 200X. the IIPR issued a proclamation on I'reedom "I' mass media and ueeess to 

information with all \lb,iec live or creating conducivc cnvironmcn t to thc press and access 

to inl(lrmation. The I)roelamation hus a preamhle which assures the right s provided Illr 

the prcss and the puhlic under "rtick 29 01' the I'DIU': Constitution and internat ional 

human rights instruments, It reeogni/,es. the right or media to collect und distribute 

informat ion including or a critic~ 1 nature and reali zes that an independent mass mediu 

thut se rves us u puhlic I(lrum Illl' uninhahited democratic dialogue that thrives on a viable 

freedom 01' inlill"lllation and ideas among citizens by enabling them to exercise their right 

to seck, rece ive and impart informatio n ~lI1d opinions I"l'cely. 120 

The Proclama ti on declares its determination to promote and considerate the va lues of 

trunsparency and accounwbi lit y in the conduct or public alTairs. as gu uran teed hy the 

constitution, and to illlpose a icg,1i ohligation on puhlic ol'licial s to I'acilitate access to 

indiv iduals und thc mass mcdiu to inl(,rmalion so Ihal mailers 01' puhl ic in leresl 10 

individuals IllU) he d Isclosed and discussed puhlicly """ This o ll"l:mel)" liber,1i preamhle. 

which is me,lnl 10 "removes ull ohslacics thai were impedimenls 10 IhL' opn,ltion o l'lhe 

media in Llhiopia" ;'" is c.\plaincd hy Ihe \l1i nis lr)" 01 ' I'orcign Alrlirs ,IS ,Ul e,X<lInpic 01 ' 

thl' co III III il IlH.:1I 1 or tile ~(ivl'rnlllcnt III implement V.d l lL' ..... or ;H.,:coui llilhility and 

lrallsp,lrcJlcy <1\ wcll . !\ 1111.: righl ol"lllc pcople In gL'1 illf"orlll<ltiulI .jll\t ;lholJt ;lIlythiJlg. ; l; 

l'rl',lIl1hk (d 1 fn'd(lll1 pi \\ ,1 ...... \kdi,l alld AnT"'" 1(1 Inl"n!"!J1;lIiDll l)fOdllllillinn \(1 . ~1)1l :~ ()()X 
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The I'rocl"Ill"lion nol only ensures l'reedolll ol'lhe m"ss media bUI also the ri ght or the 

people to gt.:t lICU:S~ to illl(H'Jl1:ltioll. As tht.: right to gel illi()nnillion is a wickly nx:ogni/,ed 

hum"n right. the I'roci'lnwtion st"tes th"t one 01' its objecti ves is t<1 :'2 1 

• Clive effect 10 tht.: right or citi/.ells to ~H.:CCss. impart ilml receive intl>rlllalillll held 

by publ ic bodies, 

• To cstablish mechanisms and procedures to give efleet to th"t ri ght in " manner 

which en"blcs persons to obtain inl(lrnwtion ilS quickly, incxpensively and 

d'1()rtlessly "s is reasonable possib1c. "nd to enC<lurlige and prolllole puhlic 

particip"tion public empowerment, 

• To roster" culture or transparenc y, "cCllu nt"bili t)' allli eniciency in the runction 

01' public bodies aneilO encourage and promote gooei governance, 

Accordingly the I'rocl'lmation anirms the right or all person s to seck, obtain and 

commun icate any inl()rmation held by public bodi GS except as expressly provided hy the 

I . I'" prot.: HmatlOJl . ... 

Inl(>I'Ination ahoul hum"n rights is primarily held by public bodies, Thi s is because il is 

the govern ment who rIItilies and adopts internationallllll1l'"1 ri gh ls instrul11ents as well as 

nlakes nalion,tI laws to their el'1(;ct. The public , unless gi ven the inl<>I'Inalion on the 

adoptioll or the l11"king or 1,.IIvs, wil l Iwt he abk 10 know "hout hUlllan rights let alolle 10 

USC th em ill case viu ltltioJl s ocellI'. lhl'rc!{)I"C. lilt.: ri ght to access to information held by 

puhlic ol'licial s includes tite right to gel inl(".,n"lioll ahout h,ln'"1 ri ghts, 

Ilo\vcH:r. rCl:!ilrdlcss oj" 111l~ gum,mtcl's provided, the Proclal1lation hilS contro vers ial 

provi siol1s Ih;\1 ,Ife cOllsidcn.:d h) SOlllC as cOlll r;,ry In its OW11 ohjectivc. The ,lrgll1llCJlI is 

lh;tl. tlte lilllilaliolls Oil the right to illf(ll'111alioll ;llld rreedOll1 PI' c.\prcssioll ,liT the re'1SOll 

['or the Illcdi a di .... iJlclill~llioJl tll en gagc acti vely ill Ill111l.1I1 rights activities which in Illost 

l·;I.,> e ;-, rCLIllire COlllJlllJllicltlll1l with g llVel'lllllClll allth()riti '.:s. ~ ·ll' I he just ifi ca tioll f{)r tile 

. ) rl'l' dl) lll III \ l:! ,~ \ IV l ii; \ ;\l1d :\ ee L' '' l(l Illiurlll;tI) ( )11 )l)'() \.:!; IIl\ ;\l inll . l";lIpr;1 I\(lll' I .~ (). arti c le) I (I . ::. ;\tld ;, 
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limil;ilions 'Ire ,juslilied by reic rrin g 10 Ihe ge ll eral securilY or Ihe counlry and Ihe 

!',Jtiullali /,atioll thai provisioll s or limitation are cUlllmon ill stich press laws. 

The limilHtions me juslilicd. \Vhile Ihe provisions 01' Ihe la\V ma y unpillge on human 

ri gh ls. by il s liberal preambl e which inslilules a relalionship or cand idness bet ween 

gowrilmeni and media as IVell as media and public and expands I'reedoms or inlllrmlilion 

. I'·' and express IOn, - I ln\Veve r, Ihe erili eism is Iha! a preamble is an explanalion Illr Ihe 

reasons Illl' Ihe enaclmenl or Ihe la w and Ihe objects soughl 10 be m:eomplished by Ilw 

la\V, While il is generally helpl'ul in inl1crprcling ambiguilics in Ihe language 01' Ihe 

provisions, il doc:; nol have a binding clTecl and "nei l her enlarges nor conl'crs pmvcrs.' ,12K 

Therci(lrc, one can nol usc Ihe preamble 10 dcicnd Ihe Proe lamalion since Ihey have 

hardly an appliealion, 

The Proe lamUlion is crilieized , among olher Ihings I()I' di scouraging, especially Ihc 

privale media I'rom engaging aelively in several lopics includ ing human ri ght s, 1:01' 

exampl e, arlicle 43(7) oflhe Sla lule provides Ihal cieliullalinn und lillse accusalion againsl 

"conslitulionally mandated legislators. excculivcs and ,judiciaries" will be prosecutable 

"even il'lhe person against whom they were committed chooses nol to press charge", The 

goverllmcnt claims Ihallh is provi sioo would provide a more responsible media, I," 

The argumenl on Ihi s poinl is Ihal il seeills mlll'e likely 10 give ,\11 opportunil Y I(,r the 

gO\'l: nlllll':Jl! <lnd its llrgtlils tll ahuse ~llld oppn:ss the media. The med ii!. especially the 

pri V:l lc media, will likely be I'ri gh lened by Ihe poss ibililY 01' proseculion I(,r any 

COllllllents th ev wou ld make ahout goVc rtlllll.: ni or its or/ici;lis. 1 
\11 \~/ ith ()Ul I"rccdol1l to 

COmlllel1! Oil IhL:sC orgilils or governm ent , tile mcdii! will l10\ he in it position In engage 

<Il'l ivcly ill th e prOr)lOlioJ] or hlllll lll1 rights ~!lH. l plit) ils w,llclldog roll' hy o!Tcring 

cOlllplete (tlld ,ICCl lralc ini(lfIllali(lll to the Pllhlic. J hi .... Il;rs ;111 cn~c t Oil frcedolll of the 

pre ss '[lld Ihe ri !:l.hIS 10 receive illl(lrIll;ltioll itS well as sl,lIe ohlig'llioll to pro!llote allli 

protecl 111I1ll;!ll r ig ht;., t: lki ll t! illlo ,rcC () llllt th()se il10st vio i:llioll S or hlllllllil ri ghls :Ire 
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wmillilled by the government. ' " Although, the law docs not e~ pressly limit the outp ut or 

the media in regard to type "I' , cope or illli1l"l1lation, anicle 4J(7) pn>vides indi rec t 

protcctiol1 !<1I" the.: gov...:rnlllCIlI. l :Illkr this pnwisioll Ihe gOVCI'I1I11l:llt n.:scrVL' the right to 

pr"secuic any printed or hn>;llicaslcd media ;Ihout ;In "l'Iici:rI cvcn i 1'110 "I'licial lCe ls the 

repmt has impacted his/her reputation , 

The Proclamat ion is ;rlso criticized lill' imposing e~cess i ve lines lilr minor vio la tions or 

the provisions, Fn r inst;lllce, the line lilr delilillation can reach up to 100,000 birr. The 

magnit ude or thi s line can be understood when compared wi th the lincs Illr other SC \'lOU S 

criminal actS and human righ ts violations like rape ant! child laho ur abuse, Il2 

I{egist rarion is also anothe r challenge li)r the med ia to engage actively and contribute to 

th e development or press I'reedom, The press law grants a power or licensing und 

regist ration to th e \!Iinistry ol' lnlilrmation (,\!l OI),IJl Countries ha ve addressed the issues 

or registration with gove rnment involvement in media licensing lil r centuries, Where the 

"reedom or the press is i, l 'Il ly way linked to the whims or th e government , there seems to 

he a con tradiction in the word li"eedllm, 1.1,1 The licensi ng re gimc eSlllbl ishr:d by the 

Proclamation creates, not just a lill k between the two hut a relatiollshi p in which the 

media callnol opl:rate withou t the appn>val "I'lhe gove rnmellt. Lnder suc h situ'lti"n, the 

press call no t ani'rd to qllestioll Ihe actions or the government. The likely result "I' this 

Jellr of' retri hution is that journalists Glll llOl or will not speak out when tht.: government 

tries t" pass addili"rurl repressive laws, III this sell se, the limi ts (Ill free e~pressi()11 could 

1":,1(1 to even grc,ller c.'\j1t1nSiOII or govcrnl11Cll1 power illld contro l ill several ,Ircas <lnd 

cn.: tllc significant chalk: ll t-!cs i{lr the development or dCllltH.:r;u.: y and promotioll (l r hllllWIl 

right" 

J,2,3 Cil:lritil" allrl Societies Proclamatioll 

I Ill' rul l reali/ati()1l or hll111 ,111 ri!!ht~ requires thL' particip;llioll or olher ,1L'IOrs 111:111 

gO\'Cl"lltllelll\ :tlld in lcq.! llVCrIl IllCIlI;tI 1l1ollitoring hodic:-.. p:lrticularl y ~(i ( }S ilnd ( 'ivil 

, Ihid 

. Ihid . 
' l id. 10(1; 
1 Ihid 

, I~ 

> 
> 

I , 



,~ocielies , Til esc aelors, Ihl'llllgil lileir dirkrelll slrategics and engagement. provide a 

sisnilic;lI1t ;l ssetto hack up tile existing system orill.lmal1 ri gh ts proteclion, promotion and 

enli>J'cL'nlen!. '" Icspeci;lIl y no\\' days, tile signi licancc or \(jOx in the international 

hUJl1i.ltl rigllls ].1\\' has COIlll: to light with the L've r illcr(';Jsing ilCCcpl.1l1ce and inlluL'nce of 

their advocacy to l11oni10r, in vesti gate, promote alld etilll:atc the society about human 

'I 11(, rig Its, 

Civil Societies and Charities ;Ire actively engaged with the media and they onen usc that 

as a means to edncate the society ahollt hlllllan rights, II",vever, the relationship hetween 

gove l'lllllents and \(jOs, especially in Arrica, is mostly characterized hy conllic!. Indeed 

Ihe relationship or \(jOs wi til government is 1"11"111' dependent on the nature nr rllnctinn 

they prnvide tn the sneiety, \(JOs which engaged in wellilre provision and humanitarian 
. II " reliel' ;lI'e the least likely tn experience conflict With the state, ' They are usually 

welcomed by tile gove rnment since they reduce the burden to provide lVellilre to the 

citizens, 

\(iOs that expe rience hostility Ihllll tile gnvernlllent arc those who engage in advneaey 

works includ ing human ri gh tsUH These types 01' \(lOs arc cnmmonly considered as 

opponents 01' the gove rnment policies and state st rllelllres and the governllll:nt is most 

likel y attel11pt to colli ro I and nHlnilor their aClivities in any llle;lnS possible ,ll'J The 

l'roci ;lnwlion I,thi (lpia pl'llclaimed in 2 ()()1) liJr ('harities 'liHI Societies has heen a target 01' 

this cOJltetltion. 

The l'rocl;llllalion ilas est;lhlished lile ('h'lrilies aJl(1 Socielics AgellL\' \\'ilh an nhieclive "r 
to L'twhlc ,llll] clJCOlJragc C'harilies ,JIll] Societi es 10 lk'ycloj1 allll i.lc hi L'YL' their purpose in 

ilcc()rd,1I1CL' \\ illl the b\\" ,lIld to Crl'<Itc iI Si llJ<ltioll ill which tlll:ir opcr;ltilHl is Ir,ltl:-"p<lJTlll 

\llItlll'k" I )tttktt . tile ' I\ ule' ,!/ ,\ '(;( h 1I11}1e' "-II/II/"( l' IIIl ' l fl o/III/('nl(l/lIlIl,1I IIIIII Ii/11 /(1.t!.III,\ 1.0\1 III r:"IIII,liu. 
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and acclllilltahk. l.ll This llbjectivc is ;lpprccialed hculuse lll ' thc serious legal lacuna tlwt 

existed ill pn..:violls laws. 

III linc "I' it s llbjcctive, the I'roclam;lli llil h,,, pl'l>vidcd scveralmcchan isms regula ting the 

linanci;d activities oJ' Chariti.;s and Societies. l:llI' cxaillple article 'IX rcquires ;1I 1Y Charity 

and Socicty to submit to the agency an annual sta tcmcnt 01' accollnts preparcd in 

accordance with acceptable standards . I ,ll 

Illlwever, the Proclamation cou ld not cscapc the niticism or rcstricting thc activitics or 

\(iOs hascd Dn nationality, Thc Proclamati on point out activitics DI' charities providcd 

that Dnly I·: thiopian Clwrities and Sllcieties are allowed to pa rticipate in the advancemcnt 

oJ' human and democratic rights. Accordingly, only Uhiopian Charities and Societies can 

cngagc in thc promotion or cquality or nations, nationalities and pcoplcs and that or 

gender and rdigion , the promotion or the rights orpcrsons with disahilitics and children's 

righ ts, the promotion or conflict resolution or rcconci liation and the promot ion or thc 

el'lieiency ol' thcjustice llI' the law cnll>rccmcnt services . I,ll 

U hiopian Charities and Societics arc delincd by the Proclamation as "those charities or 

societies that arc I(ll'Il1ed under the laws 01' I:thiopia, all or whose membcrs mc 

I·: thiopiall s, ge ncrate income rl'l>l11 I·: thiopia and wholly contl'l>lled by I:thiopians, 

11",\'Cvcr. the)' may he deemed as 1·:thiopi ;1I1 cha rities llI' I:thiopian societies ir they us.; 

not mun . .: than tell PCI"l:Cllt oj' their rUIH.1 which is n.:ccivcd 1'1'0111 foreign sOllrces" ].! \ 

This dclinition is understood. hy some COllltnC lliil\ O['S. a ~ the g tl VlTnlll CIl!' S hostility 

l()\vilrd~ ( 'ivil Socicli...:s alld ('hari lahk () rg <llli/;!li()II~. I hc COllllllittlH.:'nt or the 

~()VC rJlI1l C IlI \0 sa lc glJard rUIllI;llll CJI \,ll ri gh ts :1 11<1 freedom s including freedoll1 or 

a ... ,ori;l1ioll. a .... "clllhly ;tIll! l·'\p rc .... "io!l is qUL'SliOllCd <1 \ a rc~\tl l tlr Ihi\ rL'\lriclioll. These 

\Ilick 'i f I) ( .! ) 0/ ( ·hillilin and \OC IL'1I1.: ~ I'roCbl1l.1l ioll '\1 ).r,:! / .~ OO(J . 
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righ ts arc g\la ranteed \l ncl er bot h the (,onsti tution b\lt al so under int erna tional human 
, I , H,I 

ri g lts IrC:II1CS . 

The reason fill' thi s critici slll is th e ass\lmptionthat it is very dini e\llt ror the organization s 

to ra ise their l)()'Y" /lInd locally, This arfects thei r advocacy WOlt S on h\llllan right s since 

they will not be ab le to get the required lilnd , Those (, hariti es and Socie ti es who receive 

lilrei gn fi lnd which is more than I () % will bc consici ered as an Ethiopian Resilient 

Chari ties H 5 or I'ore ign Charit ies l"', and they arc not al lowed III en gage in an y activity 

rela ted to hUlllan ri ght s, 

The Proclamation is criticized fi ll' undu ly restri ctin g the scope of' activities or fi)rcign civi l 

socicty organizations and thereby seeks to dcny the pcoplc or I,:thiopia thc benefit or 

access to international best practi ce on important matters, such as gender equality anci 

criminal justi ce sector rcfilJ'll), 1·1'/ Thi s aflects the act ivities of' the media to promote 

human ri ghts. The reason is, :\GOs mainly work in partnership with the media by 

sponsorin g programs or ilrti c k s as we ll as hy giving technical and financia l SUppOrl to the 

med ia. I.lx 

Thi s cooperation is ve ry milch notable Oil th e rilct thnt many Illl~ dia or-gani/Blinn have <l 

ve ry good lVork i ng relat ionsh i p with :\ (i()s. :\ (j()s like II mnesty f nternat ional and 

ffuillan I< igh ts Watch provides the Iuediu wi th the ir unllllul und period ic reports on 

htllll;:lll ri gh ts so 1hal the WllOlc world \\ ill know their li !1d ing 011 COlllltr ics statu s ill 

respec ting and promoting hUIll;lJ) ri gh ts und this huve a dclinit e influence on llledi;1 

:: I'.!hiopia i .... 11 p<lrty Il ) [h e Internat ional ('llVCllittl l (l!l ( 'jv il ,lJld I'(liili(, il ]{ igh l :-' (!( ' ( ' I 'I{). Inl crilaliollal 
('()"CllilI11 Of) Lctllllllllic. SOCiiil and ( '\l l!ura l J{ ighh (I( T ,S( ' ]{ J, Itllcrnat intl,d ('(lI1\Cllliotl (I ll Ihc L l illlin<ltilltl 

01':\11 Furl1l:-'lIrJLIL"i i d I ) i:-'L:rilllin<ltioll (J('L RJ)) , ('<III\CI1 I )1111 011 thc 1':lilllill,lIiOIl (11' .. \11 hll'lll\ o r 

f)i sni ltlill'ltil1tl A~aill.'" \\'llll1CII 

(( . U) ,\ \\' ). ( '1Im'CIl! i 1111 Oil I hl' R i~h\s or t hc ( 'h i III ( ( ' J{( . J. :\ rr iC<ll1 ('h<lrtl'l' (Ill J J lillian ,lIld J\:opk · .... R igll!. ... 
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J"tllinpiall Rcsidcnt ... S(lci!,'lics "lIalllllcalll ilml' L: ililrilic:-. or SIH.:i ctic ... th aI ,\IT Illrm l'd 1I1Hkr tilL' Ii,ws til' 
J·. lliinpi;1 ,llId who rCl'L'ivc morc than IOU Il (lflilcil' flllld~ fl'()l11 flll'cig ll SOU l'lTS 
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C<lwral!e or human righls and olher subjeels . FllI' Ihe in lernalional media Ihe ir reporl is 

hreaking nell's II hich is considered wOrlhy or neWS and Cllwrage."" In addilion :\CjOs 

tlwll1 sL:iv(.;s an; all important SOllrcC or alternative lleWS. They produce IlUllleroliS 

Pllhlic;nions ail1ll'd al it Var id) llf'<ludicncc. Oll;\ wide variely nr~\lh. il.:l' \. l'(J 

In 1·: lhiopia. in Ihe past. :\ UOs have a reco rd or aClive participalion U1 human ri gh ls 

educalion and advocacy works . As a means, among olher melhodologies, Ihey work wilh 

Ihe media 10 address widc populalions. Accordin gly , media organi/.alions , including 

newspapers and radio h,lve heen C<lvering maile rs relaled 10 human righls especially the 

righ ls or lVomen , ch ildren and persons wit h disabi lity. The Proc lamation has. tu certain 

extent. reduced Iheir invol vemenl since they lVi II nol al'i(lI'(l. as Fthiop ian Charities llr 

Societies, to SUpPllrt media organi zations on Iheir ef'l(lrl tll promote and educate the 

soc iety aboul human rights. 

:\(jOs in Fthinpia arc not al so in a posi tion to give technica l assistance to the media . In 

Ihe past med ia prol'ess iona ls lVel'e a subject 1, .1' Ihe Charilies advocac y work. DilTercnt 

lrainings and worksho ps IVcre provided hy the Charities and Societies to the media 

pl'olessionals in order 10 make them competenl lli' IVl'ilin g or editing news and arlieles 

rclc vallllo human rights ,l'>l 

3.2.·' Anli -terrorism Proclamation 

Tel'l'lll'islll and lel'rol'islS allads swrled 10 allracl the internalillnal eonlilltillity in Ihe early 

POlls.'" Since Ih en. Ihe 1'c\;'lionship hellVeen lhe media and lerrori,," is pl'Illllinenllll lhe 

illl crn<lt ioJl'11 C(llllllHlllil y. Thl' Illcdia consillL:rs terrori slIl and terrori st 'IC ti vitics news 

\\or1 h\. terrori st \1"\ 10 (,Ike :\(. l v allt;I ~C or the media co varagL' which the)' couldn t ari(}nl 

..... ;111 11) VO!!dl!l'..,;III ,I.'. ' J )ipltll1\,K) o j Iltl man ]{ i!!-hh', I II II 'mU I /WIIII S I II'// I',\ Vllurl!'I''' , \ '01 ]. i. 'II, ~, 
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otherwise and governll1cnt s utilizc the ll1 l!d iil to condcmn terrorist i1c t; viti!.:s ilnd promote 

<lll l i tcrrorism 4lt tillllil' .1,1 

l .lh i()pi ll has i1!\\'iIYS hct: 1l concern l:d with krrorist -t l: llIted acti vities. The 111<1111 reason IS 

h~ cau s~ i-:thinpia's loca ti nn lVi th in the l imn n l' Arri ca made it vu lnerahle tn telTori sts and 

thcir attacks and thc mun try has hcen a victim or terrorist aetivitics severa l timcs. i.'·1 In 

ordcr to lighttcrrorism , I,: thiopia proclaimed an An ti·,terrorism Proclamation in 2()()!) , The 

l'l'<l clama tion lVas necessa ry because, as tcrrmism is comparativel y a recent concern. 

th ere was lack 01' ade'lullte le gislations. ,,; 

IlolVever, the I'rociamation is criticized f(lI' several rellsons. Fi rst or al l. the ddi nition 

givcn to terrorism by thc proe lamlltion is considercd to bc broad. IS" The puni shmen t lo r 

committing tcrroris t acts, even tllr mi no r violation , is rigorous impr isonment Ii'om 15 

ycars to lile m with (icath,i.'-' Thc criticism als" gocs to thc I,x tcmlcd pOlVer givcn to th e 

po lice incl udi ng po\Vcrs or arrest and deten tio n and to mod if'y ing trial procedures and 

evidenti ary ru i<:s. 

In add it ion, th e I'roclamation has its own stringelll c lleet on f'reedom or spcech. opinion 

<llld c:\ pressioll. It is a well known raet that. ill nth!.:r coun tries, count ert errorism laws 

con ta in provisions crimina lizi ng spcech that inci tes or su pports te rrorism . llolVever, 

important international standards Oil freedolll or speech require thai such n.:s triclioJls be 

li mited to speech that directly in ci teS-ill' is likc ly to result in -an imi llinent cri me '" The 

Proclamat ion cioc s llilt gn in line wi th thi s standard . It pun ishcs \\'hnsnevcr pnblishes nr 

q Ihid 
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G III ... l· ... a pn .... oll dc;t1h PI' .... n lPlls hodi l) injury. n al c ....... lTlous ri ... k ... l0 1 Ill' ... ai'L-t) or health nl" thL' puhlil: or 

.... n .: II(1 1i 111"1 llc puhlic . 1.:(lll ll11 il'" kidnappill!! III IH1 ... tagl· laki n!l. causes lla!llil!lc III nalural rC"'( )\II'CL' 

l'll\ irollment. hi ... lorical Ill' L'ultll rilllll:: ila !!L'. endall!!lTs. "'l·i/C ... or puh under COlltrol. Cilll ~L'''' scriml '> 
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C:ll"es tile puhlie:ltinn "I' a statement tll :lt is like ly tn be understood hy some or all 01' tile 

public tll wllllll1 it is puhlislled :IS :I dircct ,II' indirect encouragemcn t or otlwr inciuccmen t 

10 the CO!ll lllissioll or preparation or instigation oran tlU ortL'rrUrislll. I~') 

Tili s provisi nn npe lls unlill1ited discre ti lln nl ' in terp reting ,iust (nlY puhli catilln in tll 

cncomage ll1ent 01' terrori sm, Since, it is dil'licult I'or tile media to predeterll1ine how their 

publication or broadcast will he understood or interpreted by the ir spectators or the 

govcl'l1ment ; they arc in a great terro r or writing or pnbli shing arti cles that criticizes the 

countries pol itical , const it utional , economic or social institutions, Iluman ri ghts related 

is sues easily 1:111 in to thi s catego rization since the y haw a direct relation to politics and 

socie ty. I'hey CHIl give an impression of' coercing the government or intimidatin g the 

public to ques tion I'undamental po litical, constitutional in stitutions or the country , ' 

Cnnsidering the rigorous imprisonmcnt provicied I'rom I () to 20 years or imprisonment, 

tile media is not willing to take such risk and as a solutinn they avoid any controversial 

m"tters I'rom their contents,",11 

Thi s pmcl"ma ti on creates tongh and scary legal environment I'm the media, The 

ser inusness oC the pnnishmen t (lild the discretion given to the eomt simply scares olT the 

media I'rom engaging it se ll'"ct ivel y in erit ic,,1 "nd ,;nme how ri sky matters li ke re vealing 

vi olatillilS "1ll1 pmmllting lll'llLlIlJ:ln ri gh ts, This will al'l'cct nllt only the I'reedom " I'the 

press htlt al so the ri!:!ilt (If' the Pllhlic to !:!e t "ccu rate alld limely ill!tH'll1atioll abollt human 

right s, 

:\rlli I cl'l'llri<" ' ll l'I'DCi;ull: llillll. \\lprilllll tc 1(,0, ;ll'tlck (, 
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Chapter Four 

4. The Role and Activities of the Media in the Promotion of 

I-Iuman Rights in Ethiopia 

4.1 Contributions of the Print and Broadcast Media in the Promotion of 

Human Rights in Ethiop ia 

At prescn t, in I·: thillpill , bllth the prim and broadcast mcdia inslitutillns arc engaged in 

va rious act ivities rclated ttl human ri ght s. The in stilut ions air programs and pub li sh articlcs 

wi th an objective 01· awarene~s creation on human ri gh ts. This chapter will discuss the role. 

activities and contributions 01· selected media organizations in thc promotion or human 

rights . For thi s purpose, three broadcast and pri nt med ia organizations namely , the 

I·: thiopian Radio ancl Television Agcney (t-: RTA) , The I~cporter newspaper and Addis 

Admas newspaper arc selected because or their rela tive ly active engagemcnt in the issue or 

human ri ght s and their countrywide accessibil it y. 

The chapter endeavors to asses the current contributions and activities being undertaken by 

the media institllt ions to b: lck "I' the ellort tlr thc gtlvcrl1mcnt in the cll l(lrecmcnt. 

protection all d promotion 01· hllman righ ts. II al so cxamines the relat ionship between the 

media and national human ri ghts in stitutions whose objective comprise ad voc at ing hUlllilll 

ri ght s. The challenges lilced hy Ihe media in Ihe ir en,' rt to the proillotion or hllillan righ!.s in 

the collntry arc also idc llIil icd. 

4,1. 1 (;eneral Baclq~rollnd or the Selec ted Mcdia Institlltions 

IJrl ,\ is tile present adlllinislr<l\or or Ille 11l:ljol' hroadGlst l1lL:dia org:'lIli/aliolls nr the 

wllntl") . Ihe 1·. thitlpi:11l Radlll :Ind 1.lhiopi,," I·clevi ', ion (LlV ). Thc Af!ency cnwlllp"s>es a 

\ isi oll In he ;J vihran t c01llpclili\c :'lIltl rcli;lhJc IlHxli UIll or inf()rmation in Africa ~lIld 
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colltrihute tll the de mocrat ic ull ity or I·: thi0l' ia."" It s Illi ss ioll is to hui ld up an image and 

national consensus through :111 interacti ve hroadcast media that provides lilllL'ly inl()I'mation 

ilnd el1t ertainin g pn)gril llls util il. ing sta te or the art med ia tL'Chll(} ! () gy. I ()~ Tllc missiotl :Jlld 

visi ol l or IhL' Agc llC Y 10 he a siL'<ld y lllediulll or illfort11i.llioll in Af'rica and contrihute In 

huild denlilcrutic cult ure in i-:th iop ia de!l1onstrutcs the immell se respoll sihilit y it assuilles in 

the role 01' elect ronic media or the coulltry. I·: RTA , nn I·TV I, I·: thinpian I{adio and FVI 'n.1 

with 24 hnurs coveruge, airs seve rul programs in Amharic, Alan Oromo, AI' Soma li, 

Ti grill ya, {}alill ·,·I/ Frelleh, AI Arahi y:"! as well as I·:nglish. The contents hahitually revolve 

on eulture, pn litics, documentaries, economy and movies. I:m the purpnse or thi s study, the 

acti vities or I·TV I with regard to human ri ghts arc assessed . 

Addi s Admas is a weekly private newspaper estahli shed in 1'l<J2 in Addis Ahaha with a 

mission 01' creating a cu lture 01' rree and independent dialogue among the p"ople on issues 

related to politics, society, culture and ,leilloeracy. "" It is published on every Saturdays. 

Since its estahlishment, Add is Admas grew to be olle or the felY regularly read private 

Ilewspapers in the elltire coun try. It has a puhlication or 10,000 copies per issue on ave rage, 

one or the hi ghest in the country compare to other Ilewspapers. II,·' I iali' of the puhlication is 

di strihutcd in Addi s Ahaha and the other h,dI' is circulated out side the capital in maim 

c it il:S urlhe coulltry. 

I'he I{ cp"l'ler is also oll e llr the hro:lll sheets which have a status 01' he ing rci iah le alld 

readahle pri v: l1e ne wspaper in the ctluntry lor the last lil'tcen years. While Illllst priv:l1e 

IH.;\\'SJ1a pc r ~ in Il lc C\l Ull lry lluC\ilHll: \\ illl pu lilie<ti all ~ 1 ecollolllic \l 1l1 ~ 1'1 ~ nr I Il l: cOlllliry. Ihe 

Rq )()rlcr i~ (lile or lllL' k\\ \urv iv, iI ... o rlhc lipS :llld d ( )\\I1 ~ u r lbc Silll:tli o ll\. lr,' 

I he 11C\\\P;Q1LT i~l in prill l Ihrcl.' lilll C~ ;\ \\\..:c l\ 011 \\'cd llc~d : \ : :lllll Sa lli rda) ill /\llI hari c alld 

(Ill \ lI IHI <I .\ · in 1·. II!-!li ..... h . II puhli shl:" ,l l"lll il l d 3). ()()(J c()p ic~ Oil il vc ra ge II)!" l',ICI! is\uc. the 

, 'hi ' .\f/\\/1l1I II/III ) '/.\ /11 / / fI/ I-.illifi/I/(/ll /((IIIi(l rllld/I ,IIT/VII/ll ' .~ t ' lI(y. ;I\iliI.,hk ,II h ll p . \\\\\\ .l'rL I. g.\\ \ .I.: 1 

(I .1' .. \ \ I ... ih.:d 011 \l'I'Il"lllhl"1 .~ 2() 1 OJ 

I hul 
, , lnlL"t\ IL'\\ w ith AI\1 1..,,,101111111 ( , cjuiahlu.: r. I d ihll' 111 ( 'hid II I Addi ... : \dl ll.l ... \ .L"\ \ "'P"PI..·I". 1 (III (J 120 I 0 

Ihld 
Illlcn il,.'\\ \\llb , \\ 0 \klahl1lh:mc ...... lc.l .ditor III ( 'hicfo r lilv RL']1(1I'il'1' '\L'"" 1);'11L'r. 1.!/ 11 ':,OIO 



hi "hcsi in c"mpari son wi lh olher privale lI ewspapers, 70')'., 01' Ihese copies arc sold in the 

cap il al while the resl arc di stribu lcd ill th e llIaj"r cities " I' the c"untry, The I(ep"rte r, in 

'Iddili,," t" it s publicalioll, addresses its readers Ihr"ugh ,I websile , hpeciall y I()r 

l '. thiopiall s ahmad , Ihe \vL'h~i t L' or The l{cportc1" SLTVcS a~ :1 S{ Hlt"CL' or information about 

p"litical. eennomic and social aspect or the country, 

4.2 Incorporation of Human Rights under Ed ito rial Policies of 

the Media In stitutions 

I':di torial pol icy is the ma in com ponent 01' any med ia inslitu tion, It is a document that Slates 

Ihe mission and vis ion "I' a given media as we ll as provides th e j"urnali sts wilh guidance 

on how and \Vhal to scleel m. a content ol' their coverage, Irone reads an editorial policy or 

a ce rt ain media institut io n. it docs not take much el'l(1I'1 to understand its posilions and 

convic tions on several matters including human righls, 

/\11 "I' the media instilul ions covered umler th is stud y ha ve editorial policies which. 10 a 

certa in exten t require and guide journa li st s 10 wo rk on human ri ghl s and relaled mailers, 

1;01' examp le, th e I': I(T/\ editorial I>olicy guides the j"u rn ali sts on how to se lect the nature 

and context or their wverage, The 1>"liey was li rs t issued in IIJX I and ame nd ed in 19')1, 

IlllIvever, it we nl throll gh ano ther am endn1el1l ill 20()7 with an nhjeelivc 01' crealin g 

L'IlViroIlIlH':J1t or accountability. integrit y alld respect ,,"hilt.: circulatill !! informati oll through 

!! tlVCrlllllL'll ! owncd med ia instituti ons. 

I'he 1'"lic) provides 'I del'liled direction on 11\\IV the eonle ll t "I' lhe Ill edi'l is determilled nn 

I"thinpiall I(adi", 1,\11 'J7 ,7 ICltii", Llhiopian Television, I. lhiopi'lIl \"" /\ge nc)' (1': \1\) 

;llld govcrllll1L'lll O\\"lll.: d IlL'\\ "i ]1l1pC!"S puh li :-.hcd h\' till' j ". thiopi:1Il Press AgCllC Y. 

l\ u:ordill !!I). IhL'\c medi il orgttlli/atioll \ determill!': their CO lll l;ll\ ill COlll{)rlllit\' wi th tlK 

IH()\ i .... i()l1 ~ of' 1111; cotlslillilioll of" 1·. lh iopi 'l :l IHI prL· s .... ,11HI hrniHkll .... 1 1<I\\s. I hI; ultimate 1!o:l1 

Ill' thl' UlIl\l,;ll! i ..... ilCCord illt! tu til e pol ic). \P L'll:atc IllUillal tl IH.icrsttllldillt! ilnd national 
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When we e~allline the editnrial pnlic )' in light nr integrating hnl1lan rights, lirst nl' all. it 

particularly n:quires the CIlntent nr the l1l ~dia In he wmpatiblc with in ternational and 

national hUlllan righls law as \Veil as re spec t the rule or law, The pol icy statcs that the 

L'<1I1 stitutioll h,;sto\\ S the people ol'l ', lhiopia \\ ith hUlllan rights and rund,ll1lental li'eedol1ls 

and media has a responsi bility to select its wntent in conrorl1lity and with the intent nr 

, I I 'I 11" prlll110tlng llest: gUHJ'an lCCc. rig liS. 

l:urtherl1lore, the po licy recognil.es the need 1'0 1' bringing nmional consensus in the count ry 

through the wntems or its prugrams , This is relevant to the pruillotion or human righ ts 

since it demands the .i ourn al ist to cons ider hU lll an righ ts provided under the constitution as 

a means to realil,e the national CIlnsensus, In addi tion, the Policy requi res the conten ts to 

prop up popular parti cipation on bui lding and strengtheni ng democ rati c culture , support the 

struggle aga inst pove rt y and bringing ccnnomic devc lopment to the country, Such 

requ ircments arc directly related to civil and polit ical as well as econom ic, social and 

cultural righ ts, 

We wuld al so fi no the indirect inc lusion or the concept or human rights ullder purposcs or 

I':TR I\ underlined in the policy, The pu rposes arc: 1(," 

• Se rvill g th e puhlic: th e policy pruvides that the illJ(lrl1lation bruadcasted by the 

llIedia has to educa te the ri gh ts and I'reedoms or the socie t),. build good character 

.rnL! respect aJllong the S{le id y alld reveal Illal"dminislr'lliull alld corruption. This 

purpose is recognition or the i11lpo!"I;l!l ce or incorpor.lIing national :md internatiollal 

h'"11,11 rights in the contents. I\s a primary purpose. the policy reqllires the content 

\0 he educative or tilL' ri ~hlS :IIHl freedollls or ci li/ells. and hllild good character and 

re specl whicl l "'"l be interp rct ed "s" stand t"ken hy the policy on the importance 01' 

prol1loting hl !lllilll righl\ Ihroll !-!h [he IlH.:d i;L 

• Ill teg rit y : the policy 1"l.:C()!..!lli/C.'I the ri gllh or th e Pll hlic to get aCCLlrate lind limcl y 

iJll(lt"Jl1~11i()n. Accordill gl : 1\ ..... t;llc ..... <1:-. (llle Ill' thc ohl igatiolh o! j llUrillIli :-.ts \\olling 

ihid 
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!()J' gOVCrIll11CI1l oWllcd lllL:diu ol'gulli/.j1tions. to providl: a corn..:cl and L:vidcncL: 

ha,,)L:d in llH'lllat iPI1 10 the SOc iet y. 

• I{rspcet: inilll'll1<ltion's that violate the human dignit y. morat. I:U11 il y. personal 

liherty, group ri ght. \\01111:11 :lIld childrL'll ri ght s and I'rccduill 011 1'I.:li!! ioll . cthnicity, 

language arc L: xl'Iudcd from the COIW.!lll of' govcrnnH.: nl owned media organi/.at iolls. 

Thi s imposes not onl y a re sponsibility Dr promotin g the rights or citi/.ens but al so 

, espeetin g human ri ghts while perl(lrIlling their regular activities. 

I:inally. the policy takes democr.}c y as a crucia l and the nnly legit imate means or ensuring 

human righ ts and particularly arti cu lates tbat on ly demDe raey get tn the bnttDm Dr the 

problems or the etllllllry and the gnverllmcnt media is nught to l(leuS nn il. The pnliey. 

almost in its every part. st resses the importance or building and strengtheni ng democratic 

culture and requi res the joul'llalists to consider the matte r in the inl(lrmation they prov ide to 

the public. 

Arguably. denlllcraey allli human rights arc thought to be symbolic . Therel(lre. there is a 

strong argument by some scholars that the promotinn or democracy as the only legitimate 

rorm or gove rnmen t inevitably supports claim s 1(11' universal human ri ghts. I"" Such a 

conclusion is I'urt her supported by the growing acceptance or democracy as the best-indeed 

tilL: onl y Iq.!ilill1<1te- l(lrln of' governmcnt. sinn: democracy and human right s arc llndcrstood 

as 'I wo sides oj' t hL: :-' :l llll' coi n· . 1m 

Olhcrs :-.crll1ini/C Ihi s position \\ illl :1 concei'll :lIlt! sllspicion . lhosl.' whu argllc 1hal 

t\ en1<>cr" cy h"s littie t<l d<l \\·ith human rights. ra isc thc 1:liler <II ' many "so called" 

dCl l1 ocr;llic \ !i. l1 e:-. \\ ilh lllu iti p:lrt y SYS IL'tl1 :-. to rcspeci tIlld protect IWIll ,1Il ri ghts. '"11 Thi ." 

arg ll lllcll ! ['l trl lle ]' ~ lI glle s l s II ,, !! Il'I'rilo ri .,1 "I:\[c is thc hil :-. ic IIllil tlwl del i lle :-. thc li mils oj' 

dCJll ocra c\ . ;ltld di lTc..:rcnt ialL' :-' in:-.idL'r\ frtJlll oUb idcr :-. an t! cit i/L' ll :-' fro lll tHl/l -cil i/C Il :-'. I'l·' 
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Ilul11an ri ghl s hy nalure arc considered III he uni versal wh ile del11ocrac ), has nol only a 

Icrrilorial limilalioll bUI ,il so dilTerenliale ci li/en :; and non "ili/,l'ns III granl Ihe righls 

provided , In addilion, Ihe hi slorical relationsh ip helween denlllcrac), and human ri ghls is 

IlI'ten used III SUp Pllrt Ihis 'IrglllllL'nl. While all demllcr'lc), includes 'I CIlnCel'll Ill' hUlllan 

righl s III SO l11 e eXlcnl. hislnrically such righl s were never cxlenlled 10 all pc"ple sharing a 

coml11on lerrilnr)" Al.henian del1l"cracy , lilr example, cnnl"rs righls "nl)' "n adull male 

born in Alhens, an excl usi"nnr), praclice Ihal denied rurmal political partic ipation tn 

wOlllen Blld SI'IVCS,I"n II Idl",ys 11', '11 ir a Cllmllli ll11 enl In democracy docs nol necessnr il y 

mean a coillmilmeni to equal ri ghb, it cannol impl y a commilillent 10 universal righ ls,l'l,l 

Il 'nne lends 10 Illlinw Ihe lirslline or'lrgulllenl and say 'irdenHler'lcy Ihen human ri gh ls' il 

is possible 10 recogni l.e the promolion of' human ri ghts as one or Ihc main objec ti ves or 
FRTA, si nce il look a se l'lous sland 10 conlribule in building democrntic cul turc in the 

country, To develop media as a viab le source 01' inlill'll1ation is to enable and support 

demucrac)' which in lUi'll will slrenglhen human righls and denlDcratie inslil utions, l75 Thi s 

argumen l can be laken In a Ingical conclusi"n since 1:, lhiopia is in a process "I' build ing 

J)cmocratic cullurc, 

The researche,' has al s" Iried tn eX'lI11inc Ihe editorial pn lices or Ihe nther Iwn prinl Illedias 

covered under Ihe study namely, The I( ep"rtcr and Addis !\dm',ls, Iinwevel'. r"r severa l 

reasons it was Ilot possi hle tn !-!cl their l'ditorial polit:y. Tllerd!l!"c. through in lcrv il..:\V 

c"nducled wilh Ihe Chiel' hlilill's "I' lhe IWll IlIcdi'l insliluti"ns il was discovered Ihat Ihey 

have all t.:tiilori;d p()l i t:~ which n:quircsjourJwli"ts to r()CU~ 011 illdin.:ctl: rL'!alct! llla ll er" like 

delllocracy while n.:p()r1illg or editing. 

Although. ( 'hie.:! ' Lditors inlcrviL'\\cd by Iht.: I'C \L',IITIll'1' admits [liallhl' p(llic i c~ orlhc~c two 

il1still!li()ll~ do Ilill spccilicall y IllCIJlioll Illllll.lll right s. they provide 111:11 the ill!(lr1l1<1tiotl 

puhlished shi lll PI'(llllolL: dL'tlHlCratic cult lire alld L'1lL'OUI':lt!L' I'L' SPL'ct illld lolcratlcL' among the 

people III ' i-.lliillpi", llie eclillll'i,d poliC) III ' llie Rep"rter, "cCllrdil1~ 10 1\10 Vk laktl 

, Id . p(,.~7 
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ilel1lessie. l1lenlions Ihe responsihililY ,,1'lhe .i"urIlalisls 10 report only accurale inll>rllla li on 

Ihal will pnlVide Ihe readers wilh lilllel y reliahle inlill"lllalion. 

4.3 The Approaches Employed by the Media Organizations to 

Promote Human Hights lind their Drawbacks 

In Ihe ll1edia ins lilulions assessed under Ihis sludy Ihere arc no regular prograll1s solcly 

rocused on Ihe proll1olion oj" human righls hUlllan ri ghls. Ilowever. Ihe media in sl itutions 

address human righls and relaled issues occasionally Ihrou gh diverse approaches. Iloth 

Ihe broadeasl and prinl media cover hUll1an righl s in Ihe course or Iheir nelVs. regular 

programs. special Co vcrl.lge 011 contemporary isslies <Ind on programs and articles 

prepared in collaboration with nationa l human righls inslilutions and non governmental 

aclors. 

4.3.1 Coverage of lI uman Rights Oil Regular Prognllns of the Media 

Even Ihough. Ihe media inslilu tions covered under this sl uel y do nol have regular 

programs and coverage sokly e"mmilled 10 human ri ghls. on Iheir regular programs and 

arti cles. occasionally discu >s human ri ghls and relaled mallers. I:or inslancc. ETV I. 

;lccortiillg to Alo (icnall:tw 1 , L:gL:s ~' L:. Ikllloc l'ac y ilnd Ciood (jovcnlilllCL: I)cput y h.litor in 

('hiel' "r 1·:ln 1\. tllien Ctlvcr, hlll ll: 1I1 righh in ils regula r programs. Programs like /legllu 

/ilhe. II/cdI'd . I:ederali sm. AI 'lll/chell and Ihe prograll1s on women and children known as 

SCI(Jch ,md l 'clii(Jch ( ;ecc lekvise prtlgraill s relaled loI1l11""1 ri!,h h. 

I/( ',I!, II{/ /-"c 'IIi, ' i.\ ;1 \\ eck l) pr0t!rilln \\'hich c\cl Llsi vel~ Illcuse s Oil kgal iss ue ..... with all 

ohjective tlr 1ll:l kill!!- the ..... ociei) l on scioll ..... ,111(HII till' righ ls and duties provided under 

dilTel'el1t l1:llitlll ;11 I'I\\S. I he pro~rulll airs. ilmOIl!! lllilel' icg;lI ;md polic) top ic ..... , tll<llters 

rcl;llL'd to 1111111,111 right ...... II lI~e ..... C(}n ..... till1li()I1 , dl~1 ~tl ar<llll cLd human ri g ili s :I "> (I referellce 

Il1l" it .... progrillll ..... . ' ", J he program ,11 1 ..... \\L'l". .... critical leg,,1 ~IJld p()li c~ ' rclillL'd questiolls with 

I 11 [ l't'\ IL'\\ \\ 1111 :\[n (1 l:t1 :!n ;I\\ I q .' n "l: . I ktlH1l: r;, C) ant! (i nnd (jIl\LTIl ;II H: l' I kplll~ I .<li tol" in ( 'hier o f 

I.R 1.,1. '11 1111:11 111 



expert op inions and explanations whic h sllmetimes address questions and discussions 
ITI rele van t to huma n ri ~.ht s. 

,"'et/l'L' k is another wt.:ddy regular program which llw inl y !<H: US I: S 011 good governance 

ISs ues. The pl'llgram, direc tl y or ind irectly, CllVcr" matters related to huma n ri ghts, 

Federali sm is al sll a weekly program which presen ts pl'llgrams on the ri ghts or nation , 

nat ionali ties and peoples' or Ethiopia , Lstabli shed on the wllstitutional provi siollS or the 

ri ght s given to n,tlillns, Ilutionalities and peopic the program teaches about the meaning 

and rationa l 01' l'cderalism as well as the ri ght s and oppllrt unities it brought to the people 

1' 1' 1' . m () '. 1 lIOPI:\. 

../.1'1/1/('11('1/, which is the on ly IlDlable example 01' investiga ti ve journali sm in Ethiopia, al so 

presents programs that reveal viulHlions or ri ght s, The program usually challenges 

gll ve rnment ol'licial s as we ll as pri vate actors lilr the violations or the ri ght s 01' citizens 

and investi gates the cause and th e consequence or such vio lation , IN SO I~,r, Aynllchen has 

presented a number 01' controvers ial violatillns or human ri ght s by government ol'li cial s, 

These programs gave the victims solut ions to their problems and at the same time educate 

the society about human rights and means 01' their protec ti on, In addition , th e program 

deters onicial s rrom violating right s including human righ ts and, to a lesse r extent: it 

dell10nstrates the role or mcdia as a watchdog or the govcrnment ac tivities. The programs 

IIs nal ly "pproac h hum'"1 ri ghts through di sc ussion and investigative reports on viola tion 

o r IHnnan ri ghts. 

The p rogrilills Oil children and \\'01111.:11 also <lddre~s several human ri ght s iS SlI C\ , 1'01' 

L' X:lmp lL' the clli Jdrcll' \ pro gram knowll as ),cliilJch (/e:: i pn . .:scllt s Cll lcrta inillt! and 

cdlt C, lt ivc progr:l!lI .... Iill' chiltln.:n ahou! the ri ght L) CLiUCilli(lll. heal th. hlllllilil di gnity "!Ild 

(liher ri gill s pro vi ded 1(,1' children under Ihe Cllllstillilion a,"l ( ' 1(('. like Ihe ri gh l 10 l!e l " 

Il:tIIH.:. the right to kllo\\ <llld cared 1'01' hy ones parclli s elL
IS1

: ·1 he wOlllen' s program 

knowll liS S('foch ;11 :-'0 addrcssl"s ami eLlul,lIes ;lhOlil harmful traditiollal prilclin:\. gender 
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hast.:d vi() I ~llce and cmpnWCrrYlClll or womC Il hoth ccollolllic'llly. socia lly alld 

psyc h"I"gicall y, 1>1 SevCl'al di scuss i"ns have heen held by the program "n the pros and 

COilS or "rlirll1:1live action s. empowt..! rmcllt oj' women , harm ful traditional practit:t:s 

includ in g carll' Ill lll'l'iage allli H ;\;\. tile r,,1e " I' " 'omen In the I'amil)' lind man\' other 

, ' I I I' I I ' I' I" SOCI!H.!COllOIllIC pro 1 ~IllS 0 WOlllell Hilt I ICIl' SO lItiOtlS. -

The print media, in add ition to their news coverage. address human ri ght s on their week ly 

aniclcs on politics. economy. husiness. women and rree opinions o r the ir readers, For 

instance. a regular an icle about women on Add is Admas. every noll' and then ra ise issues 

related to equalit y. economic and social empowerment or womcn, af'firmative actions. 

harml'ul trad itionlri practices especially \-'(;\11 and early marriage and the general s"ci,,· 

economi c status and clay today lil'c 01' Fthiopian women, The articles comment , crit icize 

and eva luate the pro~; lind cons of the laws. p"li cies and regulations afrecting women, 

The arti cles or Addi s Admas on society and cultu re also address problems and constructive 

aspects "I' socictal and cultural SdUps or the comnlllllity, It , occasionally, publishes about 

mattcrs rclated to social and cultu ral ri ghts o r the soc iety, like the righ t to education, health , 

religion Ihc rig ht to usc ones langua ge and th e ri ght to pract ice oncc culture, The husiness 

and economy anicles "I' Addis Admas usuall y evolve on the countries cu rre nt economic 

and bus iness si tua ti ons, They mise thc eCllIHlmic problems 01' th e soci ety and try to come 

lip with ;, solutiull . The ; ,rt iclc~.; questiol1 the coullt ri es economic developmen t comparing 

wilh Ihe cU I'l'entliving standard "I' the people , 

/\ddi s ;\dm;,..; al ~(I puhli shes free opi nions or till' society Oil di ITcn.:nl C((l IHlIllic. social. 

po litical lind cul lura l issues 01' the Clluntl'Y, Fspecililly, thi s page olTcrs proll:ssionlris on 

di ll L'J'l.:Jl t di ~cipli lH':~ I\l r:li~c qtll' sl i{1I1 ~ and ullllrihLltc ~{)luti()Jls r{lI' pn)hl cll1 ~ (lr thc Ct!llllt l') . 

\C\\ hl\\~ and polil'ic~, human ri!!1J1\ \'illl: , ti()ll ~ and th l.: positivL' and 11l.:g; lt ivL' a ~pcch urlhc 

allivitics Dr the l'tlll lllJ') arc cOlllJllcntcd, critici/ed and apprcciated in Ih is scc tion or thL' 



articks related to wumell. el'Onnllly . and politics ilrc lelt to tllOsl: who havL' 11Iw, LTOt1oll1ics 

and pDlitical sc ience hackground, lSI 

The re gul ar urtic ks Oil lhl.' f{ c pol"tL'r al so. one wa y or another r'li se issLies releval1t 10 

hlll11:111 ri ghts . I",viee :1 week. the Reponer publi shes anielcs 011 politics. busin ess :11ll1 

economics. soc iety, women and luw, In addition. /)e/{{/U\I', 7'e1ll11ll,1:,(' f 1 J~'I1l! yeme/c\\', lire 

articles mostl y revol ves on the social. econumic. cul tural and pulitical lil'c ul ' the C<lul1try. 

The articles on politics. business and economics arc wel l known ft)r discuss ing critical legal 

and policy l1latters. These artic!cs rai se nnmerolls debatable questions which sporadically 

arc related to human ri ghts. 

The print l1ledia approaches malters on human ri ght s under it s regulm articles by 

empluying expert opinions and exp laining andjus til'ying the matters in li ght nl'national lind 

interllationa l human ri gh ts laws. Accordingly, the rights in que~:tion under the articles on 

human rights explain. argue. commcnt and critic ize the righ ts in li ght or the governmcnt 

actions taken l. o\V'.lrlis the enrorCL:mcnt and protection llrhlllllan rights . 

4.3.2 Specia l Programs on I-Iuman Rights on the Med ia 

Lwry l](lI l' :1I1d then. human ri ght s make a highli ght or media coverage. Whenever the 

rn ediil con side rs tile t'Ili!ttcrs related to hUIl1i.1ll riglll s il re news worth y the IICWS hour or thL: 

hro,!tl casl 111l:d i:! <.Illd !'ronl pa gL:s or the prilll illedi:! reporl allli di sc tl~ ~ I"IUIl1,1I1 ri ghts, 

I'articularl y. l11edia hi ghlights liul11an ri ghts whcn tline arc :Icti vi tie s related tn pnlitics like 

L:lcclinll, Ill:l ss ivL: hl lllHI!l righ ts v iolatio!l likc J'alll i ilL:. illtl'l'!l:tI L' oll!lict ,lilt! :ll'li vi tics or 

intcrnational and ll;JtioJl,tI human ri gh ts institutioll s and nOll governmcntal ,lclors likc 

:IJlllll,1I ,llld irrcgLlI:lf' IllL:elings. :1111111;11 J'eporL ... , rund rai sIng or :dIOC; I\il1 g ;lIld ;I\Val'cnL'SS 

In additiol1 to the Ile\\~. I ', I{! /\ . lill" i l1S \tlIlU:. l'dndul'ls " pcl' i:1I e()\cr: lgc \\Iliell is 

." Iltl U' , it'll \Iith ,\ tl ) \Ullllll(l1l (i 'qui:lhhl'r. \Upr;1 Ilotl' 1(11 . 



by nature ."" Such progral1ls arc de voted iu promoting. di ,e ussing. conlillCilting 01' 

crit icil.illg til l' contL'mporary mallcr relL'vallt to human rights. 

The print Illedi" also devotes its I'['(\nt page wheuever there tS uell's worthy eYe nt 01' 

OCCUITenees related to human righ ts. Iloth i\ddi s i\dl1las and The I(eporter 1()llow thi s 

trend as a means or app roaching the prol1lotion or human righ ts. 

4.3.3 Program s in Collaboration with Nationalllul11an Ri !!, hts 

In st itutions 

The ex ist ing human ri ghts systel1l or protect ion. prol1lot ion and enl()reement 0 I' 

internationa l human rights I all'. to the large extenl. lies on the ha nds ol' the stalC and it s 

insti tut ion and the d i I'l'crcn t regional and i nt ernat ional i ntcrgove l'l1menta I mon ito ring 

organs. !-:specially in a country whcre the law tolerating Charities Hnd Societies to involve 

in human rights ,ldvoeacy is limited, state assull1es enormous responsih ility to promote 

hUllli.lll rights by all means available. :\aliol1al hUI1H.lll rights institutions. in thi s regard, 

havc n signi licant role in the en l()J'cement. protect ion and promotion or human right s. In 

ICthiopia. the two nationa l human righ ts institutions. Institution or Ombudsman and the 

Lthiopia Il uman Rights COl1lmission. have a partllcrship wi th thc media with the 

intention 01' advoclile IHun'Ul ri gh t to the gelll:ral puh li c. This partnership assists the 

activities (lrlhl: Illcdia with regard to hUllIan rights . 

t\. The Ethiopian Institntion of O mhudsJ1lan 

The Institution 01' ()mbudsman '''IS es tabli shed hy I he 1I I1IISe or !'eopic Representatives 

(II!'I!) in 211110 .'" It "as es tahlished hy PI'llCLUll,ui'"l numher 21 1/ 11)1)2. 1 he In stitution 

ha\;\ prcci-'L' ')cope ami nh.il'Clivl' \\hil'h Jll;lk c~ it l'; l\ icr 10 fOUlS ill gelling liJ rou!!h the 

.... OILllioll ror dclaill:d prohlems or till' ~ ()cicl:. i X' , 

.,. InllT\ in\ \\ 1111 !\ :(1 (it:Il;JIl i1 \\' l . l·).!L·~""C , .... ll p ]'a lIllie 171 

~ Jill' 1·1 )I{ I ( ·nn .... !i!llliotl. arli cle o).'l ( 1,\ ) !,! i\ L· .... III'I{ thL' IlI)\\l'l' In L' ~ lahl i~ h all l'l',lillll ioll pre )111 hu d ..... JlI a 11 . 

10 ~l'k( 1 :1I1d appoi1l1 ih IlIt:JldKT :1!1d dc!t:l'lnillt: 11) Llw ih pilwt:r alld lilllClioll . 

~'. I he prl';I111 hk or thL' 1'. 111 iopi all 111 :-.1 illil inn Ill' t Ill' ()llll1udsIlI:11l 1.-.; I:lhlisI1111l'111 pruc1;l!ll<l1 i011 II( I. 2 I I /~()()O . 
I ht: .... co pe 01 Ihl' JI I. .... l illllillll i .... limiled III Illaladl11ini .... lral ion Ctlllllll incd h) Ihe l'\eclIli\'L' (l1'!!.,111 alld oflil'iab 
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Tllllllgh estahlished in 2[)OO, the Institution materialil.ed in 200S. For several reasons, the 

Institution was unahk to runction lil" the I;rst li ve years or its establishmenc l87 It was in 

200S that all linancial and skilled man power was rullilled to a certain extent and the 

institution begins to runction . The institution, III I' the attainment or its ohjcctive, 

according to Ato I~ eoul Seyolll, llead or Public Relation 01' the Institution or 

Ombudsman, alli es with the media. In addition, the Institution uses the media to promote 

and educated the rights 01' cit izens to good governance and the means or protection when 

violation s nccur. 1XH 

So IiII', the Inst itution is working with several media insti tutions to communicate 

Illessag';s and inli>rll1ation about its power, I'unction, and objectives. Basically the 

institution uses the media tllr education ahout rundamental human rights so that the 

society \·vil: be able to defend it sell' rrom violations and maladministrat ion. To pull off 

this, the institu ti on uses news rarers like Addis femen and Ethiopian Ilerald , mostly 

governmental radios like Radio Fana and I·:thioria Radin, and "TV. Regional Yledias 

like Radio WoyoJ1e and I!orresso OromilTa news paper have also air time and article for 

the Institution, I~" These media organ izations arc used by the Institution to publish or 

broadcast the in vestigative lindings and to circulate inlilrillation about the means or 

prot~ctiOllS in case.: of viol ali OilS. 

In lIdditiull . the Institutio!l orgi.ll1 i;:cs !lH:di'l !()]"lIIllS <lnd workshops \\ 'h ich open discussion 

between media professionals. the puhlic and concerned organs on topics related to good 

governance , In th e pas!. i t had sL:ric s talk silo \\ s Oil I ', ' ] V 1 in uJlluhoratioll with the 

l·t"iup i'"1 IIUIll<l1l Rights Commissioll. Ihe t<llk sl1<> \\ r<lj,ed seyer<ll hum<lll rights <ll1d 

!"lte j1(I\\I.:I"\ ,mel dutil'S Dr tbc il1slitu t iDIl i\ lillli ll'd (111 Ihe "Upl'r\ i .. illt! oi"lil e administr'l l ivc lll rl'l'tiVl' s is,''lIcd, 

:IIH1 dl'ci .. illil t!i\CIl , h ~ Ihe l'\l'ellti\l' organ :I IHI thl' pr'lClicl'" lhL'rc ofd() IIPI eilll1r:I\C1ll' thl' c01ls tilut io1l'11 

rigll1 ," :md l'ili / l'I1" .1Ild lite I.)\\' il" \ \ l'll. III ;H1di1i1l1L Id, ;Inick (1(:, 1, 'I. .", (I) prm'ido Ih;1I lhe lnsliluion 

\\(lI'\.." to prnl'lll Ill:li<llllnini"lrali(ln, '>cd ITIIll'tiil" in l',I'L' \\ilL'l'e i1 hl'linl'" Ih'lt Ill,d'ldrninisl ral ioll is 

Ill'l'UITL'll ,Ind Ill;l!.;e ITCOllllllCmbli()Jl 1'(11" Ihe I'c\ i ,illll (lr l''X i,linf,! ];1\\\, practice" (II' directi " l's , lind f l)r thl' 

l'II<iL'lII K IlI or IIC \\ L\\\ " and rOl'lllul:llilll1 01- p(l\icil". \\ ilh ;1 \ Il'\\ or de\clopillg good gm'lTlliltlCe ill Ihe 

ul!l!llr~ , \ccIHdil1!! 10 Ihl' prl'illllhk. the 11 1'l il\llioll ;11,0 li ,!!hh thl' 'lr!leril1g i"nlill lll;dildlllinistraliotJ hy thl' 

cil iAI)' ,lIld Illakl' '>lIre Ihe} are l10t len \V ilh (1ul redre, " . thl'ir \\ :1111 ['()j" :11l ill ... lilutioll hl'rlm.: whit:h Ihey l11a) 

l'Olnpl:lill :111<1 'l'l'k r l'lll1.:dll''' \\illl l': ! '~ ilt,;Cc-. .. 

II I ILT\ ic\\ \\ illl : \\(1 l .e(1(1I Sl' } (llll. I kdt! (11 I'uhlil l{el.ll in ll DI tile in,li l (llilill (l r (Jlllhud,'>I11 '1I 1. I-"eh 
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good govcrnance issucs and questions, The participants were journali sts, lawyers, 

government officials and the general puhlil: who has queslions and opinions on Ihc 

menlioned issues, 

B, The Ethiopian Human Rights Co mmission 

II PIC pCI' the power given to it by the constilution l"" established the Elhiopian Iluman 

Righl s Commission,l 'll The objective or the Com mission is 10 educale the publ ic 10 be 

aware (11' human rights and make sure Ihal human righls arc proleeted, respected and I'u lly 

enl'orced as well as to have the nccessary measure taken where they arc IlHllld to have 

bl.:cll violated. flJ2 

In order to achieve this objective, the Commission has been given several powers 

including to educate the public using the mass media and other means, with a view to 

enhancing its tradition or respect Il)r, and demand for enf()rcemcnt or rights up on 

, , rli ' I' h " I,,) I II ' , I (' " acquIring Sli lClcnt awareness rcgarc lllg timan ngrlt$. n ac ( Ilion. t 1e ommlSSIOI1 

has a power and a duty to ensu re Ihe en f{)rcement and rcspect national and international 

01' human ri ghts law in the eountry, I",' These powers enhance the Commission tn use the 

media f{lI' the purpose or circulaling inl'ormalion about human righls 10 the society and 

fulfill its respoll sih ilit y as a nai iona l advm:atL: or human rights. 

rilL: t' olllrnis.\ioll . to exercise its po\\er and GilT]' out its respoJlsibilities has al lied with 

di lTerenl media organi/,alions, According 10 AIO Ilcrh'"llI Ahade, Informalion 

C'nll1tl1unicatioll J)ircctOI"<llL' ])i rcctor or the 1·:thiopiall I Jlllll~l!l Rights (' olllll1 ission . the 

I h ... , 1-') R L ( ·oll .... liluti( Ill , Art h.:k :\)( ! I) 
J thiopian I hunall Ri,!!Jn;, ('Olllll1i;,;,ioll 1.;,t .lhli .... hI111.:1I! I'rt H:lall1<1tioll '\t) . 2 I ():!()()() 

. It!, arti.:k :\ 
.. It!. anil'k (J( ;) 

Id, ,Irtick (J II. :!. \. 5. (1. 7) ! lie C01111111 .... ;,j(111 hi!;' iI pll\\'er !o l'n"'IIlT tlla! llul11al1 I'i!!hl~ alld !'Ulid illlH:nlal 

heL'llul1l'" pro\idcd Ulllki thl.· (l111 ... liIIlII0I1 illC rc"'pl'clcd and l'nlol'l'l'd h} nl'f} Ill',!!i111 or Ihe glnl'I'!1I1H.:n1. it... 
of/iclal ... ;1Ilt! l·ili/l·n .... 10 r..' 11"'Ul'l· Ih.!1 101\\ .... I'q!ldi!ti(lll~ and dircr..'tlvc;, a .... \\ dl a ... ~merl1l11clll dr..'ci~i()Jl'" ,lilt! 
i l rder ... dll Il l lt r..'IJIIlra\l·l1r..' the h\1111al1 r i.l,.llI .... (If r..'il1/CI1'" )!llaral1lr..'cd h) till' c(J[1<.,1i[\1\ioll. ] ndcrtak.e 

1!l \nt l,!! atlon. lip 011 c()1l1pli;!tl1 or il'" ,I\\!I illillil lioll. ill IT'''Pl'l·t or hUl11an righl. ... \jolil tilll1 .... \JaJ...c 
Il'':1l111ll1clHl;It\\ln;, 1'111' thc Ini ... ioll (II' e\l ... tin g 1;\\\,;,. e!li lc tll1e!l1 ur l1l'\\ !a\\ ... illld till'lllulalion of plilicil· .... 

Ill!'\\,lnl il.\ \IPilliOIl (Ill hUlllilll ri,!!lih report.... 10 he "'llhlllil1ed t() inlcrnational nr!!,lll ... ,lIld tran;,];ltc ill til Ineal 

\ lTllil.:lilar ... . international hlliniln I'i,!!lil;, in;,tl'llllll'llh adopted h) J tillopi;l. 
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Commission has a convict ion thai public a\Var~ncss is a cruc ial m~ans 10 the rcalization of 

Ih~ enll)[·cem~nl. protcclion and promolion 01' human rights. "'; The Commission. bears in 

mind that it is only \Vh~n peopk arc inll1l'l11ed and b~ act[uaint~d with their rights thatlhey 

can actually (kli.:nd vio lalions. 'lI, 

li s a Illeans of r~alizing Ih is conviction, the Comm ission develops close working 

rcl ationship with several mcdia organizations. To start with, in the 2005 and 20 I () clections 

Ih~ COlllmiss ion gave scvcraltrainings to journalists on human rights and Iheir institutional 

apparatus as IVell as the means of protection and addressing violalions. This is from the 

~ s lim ati() n th at it is through mcd ia that the public can be reached at large and awareness 

creal ion has to start from th~ journa lists. "'" 

The Commission, on a regular basis , uses ETV I and the :\ational Radio to reach out the 

public, The reason for choosing eleclronic med ia, according to lito llerhanu IIbade, is 

becausc they arc access ible to both li teratc and illilerate members of thc socie ty and they 

have nationwide coverage compare to the print media. On these Illetiia insti tuti olls , the 

Commission presents dilferent entertaining and ducational programs including short 

dramas, discussions and advcrtisemcnts which aim to creale awareness especi al ly on the 

rights ofspecilic groups inc luding WO!~ll:n and chilcln:n. I'lX The Commission has an opinion 

that these programs teaches the society about equal ity or women with men, the hesl interest 

oflhe child. Ihe PI'llS ol'al'lirm"li\'c "clions 'lIlU economic soc ial "nti cull!!r,,1 righls. 

TilL' ('oll1l11issioll Iwd a series or t:llk shows on I·: I-V I th<1t rCli ;-.; cd ;-';L'vcral hUlllan rights 

i~SllL' .'" inciudiJlg thL' ahovL' lllL'lltiol1l.:d t(lpil~. ThL' SllO\\ had di<';CllSSL'd thL' ch;!l1cngcs in 

CJl !(H'CCllll'llt or Ilational and internat ional guaranteed hUlll<lll rights. rile \C;u' long ~L' r1L S 
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ta lk show on hUll1an ri ght s which incl udcd man y journal ists. lawyers and the genera l public 
. ' 1')') as a part icipant. 

(icnerall y. noth the Insti tution and the Commission. t" sOllle estent assist the ll1 edia in its 

elTort in the proll1otion o/"human ri ghts. At the same tillle . they f'ulli ll thcir obli gation as a 

human rights advocate by spreadin g the massage " f' human ri ghts across the country. 

Ilowever, compare to the serioll sness of' the prob lem and the responsibility of' the 

llI" gani ~ation s . it is dil'!icult lO assert thal they arc playing the role cxpected from thcm. At 

present. Societies and Charities arc not acti ve participants on hUll1an rights advocacy which 

ma kes these organ izati ons the only organs with the power and capacity 01' engaging in 

hUllla n ri gh ts proll1ot ion. With thi s taken in to accoun t. the llI"gani ~at ion s arc I'ar ne yond 

exhausti ng the ir potential rcgarding the proll1otion o/" hUll1an rights to the general public. 

4.4 Evaluation of Media Engagement in the Promotion of 

Human Rights in Ethiopia 

4.4 .1 Focu s on S pecific Hum a n Righ ts and th e Rig h ts of Vuln era b le 

Groups 

4.4.i. l Covcl'agc of S pec ific 1·luman Rights 

.'vkdia . at the in tl:rnati or HiI level . is O n l:JI lri lici/.!.X\ ro r ulldcrn..:poning certa in spccilic 

hlllllan rights es pcc i,lIly S()CiO-IX {) llO tl lic and cu lt ura l rights. 1\..'0 already discussed in c h ~lpt c r 

t\\() ortllis .~:tlldy. h) not paying enough attention to these right~. mainl: ill coulltries \\here 

"Illch rights 'In.' no t \\dl rccoglli/cd the media 1~ l iI to Spol stpric:-. or dillh.:nsiolls or stori l.:s '-~oo 

1'0 1' thi ... , the n;!turc oj' ecollomic. social and cuhural ri gh ts has their 0\\11 cOlltrihutions. 

I hL'\e rights arc . n;ttu rllll). less \'isihle <lnd :--.10\\ proccs:--. \\llich 11I;lke.\ thL'!ll Ie:-.s intcrc-.;tillg 

l(l till' Illcdia. 

IIO\\L'VCr. ill I til iup i;L it i:-. pn;..sihlc to t:h alkll!!c the ~dl0\C ~11l,t1~si\ ~1I111 ma inta in a position 

tll;!t \(lCi ~H.:C \HJOtllil' rights ha\c hetter covera!!l' thancI\il ,Ind politic.t!. I)articularl~. media 
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institutions uIH.kr ( ~ RTI\ an.! engaged ill the promotion and education of sociO-ccollOinic 

and cultural rights to the gcncral pUhlic. This may. pcrhaps is an obvious outcomc 01' 

developmcnt journa li sm. which is thc principle at all govcrnment owned media 

i tl st i III t ions. ~(l i 

Thc tCrin "developmentjournali sm" is used to refer two typcs ol·journalism. The lirst is a 

school orjournalism which begins to appear in thc I 960s."" The 'idea beh ind this type or 

development .journalism is similar to investigative rcport , but it [('CUSCS on conditions in 

developing nations and ways to improve them. 

Thc other typc of' dcve lopmcnt journal ism involves heavy inllucnce rrom the govcrnmcnt 

01' the nation involved. lo
.
l Gcncrally dcvclopmcnt journalism has becn givcn a sho rt 

cielinition as "the reporting or ideas. programs. activities anel events. which arc related to 

an improvemcnt or the soc io-cwnomics and living standard. mainly in the rural 
. , . 20·1 

region 

I:RTi\ has adopted developmcnt journalism with a conviction that thc cuuntry needs 

constructivc and dcvelopmcillal news and programs in orelcr to assist thc cconomic and 
. '( )~ . I . . 

SOCi al c..iL:vdopmcnt.- According y. Illany of the programs and the news arc optilllist 

that shows the social transf(Jrlllation and economic development of' the country. The 

agency encourages journalists to travel to rClllote areas. interact with (iti/ens or the 

coulltry and report hack . ~rJ/' (icncral ly. the programs encourage the CCllllOllllC 

~ldV<ll1CCllll':llt of the !~lrIncrs ~ I llll \\()Illcn. the cPlls trtlction of' infrastrllctllres t..:tc, 

AltllPugh. tht..:sc f1rograJll ~ henefit the societ: 11) creat ing a\\arelle~s alld encouraging 

eCO!lomlC am.J social dc\cloPlllcllt s o f the (PUllin , the; oneil ;II'C illterprcled ;\s a mere 

/I hoI /\ 1)(,\,1'111/)/)/( '111 .1/1111'/1(/11\/11', ,I\'(lIllIhI,' al hllp \\\\ \\ ,\\ l'l'~l'd, (tlnl \\lIal-i, -d\.'\ dtlpllh:nl ­

J"ttttl, til 'lll hl111 (1.1,\ ,i"i ln! P1\ (k:lohl.:r 1 :!lll0 ) 

Ihld 
, Ihid 

Illtl'!'\ i\.'\\ H ilh \t [) (il'n: 1I1;\\\ I C!!l''':'C, .... llprii ilotl' 17(1 
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propaganda. This is hecause the programs do not. in most caSl!S. criti ci ze or make sound 

analysis or the r1an s and thl' consequen ces of dl:vclopmcntal a<.:tioll s of the government. 

Th is creates a suspicion by the audience. given thc history 01' di strust betwccn the public 

and the media in Lthiopia. 

[specially. programs on development issues arc onen reported plain wi th no comment or 

criticism rorm the media. In 1(lct. this is one or the errects or developmelllal journalism. 

Whik it can be powcrflil tool Itlr loca l social and economic growth and empowerment. 

developmental journa lism is criticized Itlr serving as a means 01' supp ress ing inlill'mation 

and restricting journali sts. Governments arc condemned I(lf using th is concept to limit 

fn.:cdotll or spct:ch of journalists and in most cases they arc told not to report on certain 

issues just because it will impact the "developmen t" or the nation. 207 The obvious 

consequence is. whik soeio-economic ri ghts arc covered to a considerable extent, 

ci ti zens arc denied the whok picture 01' the inrormation . The reason is th at the 

in ronnat ion only [(Jeuses on constructive aspects "rthe devciopmelll activ ities. Admitt ing 

thi s back draw or deve lopment jou rnal ism. U~TA sustains its position that it is beneficial 

to the coulllry until lkvelopmental gnals arc totally achieved 20H 

The pri vatI.! medi a ~:lso has comparatively acti ve engagement in the proJl1ot ion or socio· 

economic rights ill the (oUlllry. The Reporter. It)!' instance ill additioll to tht.: news coverage. 

has regular articles Oil culture . society. husinl.:ss <Illd l.:C0I10IllY. lhl.:sL' tlrticks . oneil address 

thl.: problems and encouraging aspects o f' socidal and cultural Sl:lUPS or thl.: community. It. 

occasionally. talk "hotli Ilwltcr:-. rcl~ltcd to \oci~!I and cul tural right;.... likl' thl' right to 

ct!ucllioll. hcalth. religioll Ihe right to u ... c Olll.::-. langu;lgl' ,lilt! the right to prtlL'iil'e once 

cllitllre. 

I hl' rcglli;lr hu:-.illl'''''''' ,llIll l'Ul110111: ,Inicics 01' ;\ ddi .... ;\dlll(l s ,11:-.0 l'volvl' on thl' l'ouillric:-. 

ctlrrcllll'coJlo!llic ,Ind hllSillc:-. ... "itualillll:-', I Ill': r'li ... e l'UHlol1lic prohlellls urthc socil'!)- alld 

Ir: 10 Ull 11 l' lip \\ ilh ,\ \olutioll. I he articic ... ljlll' ... !itlil thl' cOllntril':-' ccolloillic devcloplllcllt 
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cOl11flaring with the current living standard of the people. /\ddis /\dmas encourages articles 

. , I" I I 1 1 I" 'II" wntlcl1 ny pro CSSIOIUI S on l1li.lttcrs rL: atcc to women . economy, ane po IlICs.~ 

('ene rally. hy hoth the print and the hroadcast media. it is possihle to conclude that socio­

economic rights arc better reported and covered th;1/1 other human rights in Lthiopia. 

4.4.1.2 Coverage of Human Rights of Vulnerable Groups 

/\s discuss~d in chaptn two of this pap~ r. the media in general "'~es an int~rest in human 

righ ts when the matter is related to internal cllnnicts. IVar and diplomatic relat ions of 

states . In addition. mdia tcnds to highlights human rights when their institutional 

apparatus is in question. In the process, human rights or Sflccilic gr(lUps arc olien 

highl ighted by the media especially when there is a massive violation. 

The med ia institutions in I·:thioflia ",lIolV the same trend by discussing the rights of 

women and children whenever notable violations or activities with regard to it occur. 

There arc also regular trends hy the media in covering the hum'!I1 rights or specilic 

groufls for the purpose 01' creating awareness. ESfleeially. the human rights of women. 

children ancinations. nationalities and people arc olien discllssed and flrol11oted in light 01' 

11ll: ! ·~thioria!1 constitutio1l and illtL:rnati()n~I1 hUIlii.l1l rights instruments like C'RC', 

(' 1-:1)/\ W. I(,(,PR and ICI ', SCI(, 

1-'<11' e"amp le . I·:TV I has programs which c"clusi vely l(>ellS on children and "'omen. The 

children 's program 1\.110\\11 ;IS rclU() cl! (;e:; and the \\omen prog ram kllO \\l l a.'" ,\ cloch 

addresses severa l hllmall ri ght~ i\"'lIc~ rel ated to I hL'~c ~pL'c illc gruups. I nkr .. tlislll C;1Il 

righ t to .... ell' dL'tcrnl!!1:t i inn and c\lltur~!1 ritdH' .. , 

,\ddi ... Adln:l ... :l lld I Ill· l<eportl'r abo h~l\e ;Irt iek~ ;Illd f'rellllL:l1t l1 e\\~ uwcrage Oil the 

\\l)lllell and children \\ illl ;1 dc\ otion ill di ", c lJ~..,illg ll1atter') rdilled to their 11l 11 1l ;1Il ri ght.... 

I he article ... UJlllllle[lt. criticill· and e\'~t1u:ltc the pro:-. (lilt! COil.., Ilf' thc la\\:-.. [1o[icie-; :llld 

n':Sll]a tion .... dlecting \\ OI11CI1 ant! childrcil. () I"tel1 the pr{)\ i ... i(lll ... ()r illtCl"n;uillr:;t1 [llHllilll 

~. ,. 
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rights instrum~nts and th~ Lthiopian constitution ar~ sight~d as a r~ll:renc~ lill' their 

pnJgrams. 

In sp it~ or thi s dllll"t. th~ n~~d 01' the country and the massive extent 01' human ri ght s 

violations especially on wom~n and childr~n requ ir~ additionalm~asurcs to b~ tak~n by th~ 

media . For example. Lthiopin is, at prescnt. one the clluntri~s where a large numb~r of 

women llnd children suiTer rrom different types of abuses and exploitat ion as a result of 

human tranick ing2 10 In addition, early marriage, Ilarmful Traditional practices (1ITl's) 

particu larl y on Female Gentile Vlut ilation (1:(j\l1), abduction. in~quali t y 01' wo men and 

chi ld labou r abuses arc the prominent practices in the country. 

In ord~r to c(lI1tribut~ towards the prevention 01' these massiv~ and brutal human rights 

violations on women and children, the media has to crop tip with elTective plan to bring 

behavioral change of the pUblic. One of the most clT~ct iw startagy 01' addressing these 

problems IS engagement of the media with governmental and nongovernmental 

organizat ions whose objective is advocating the rigllls of W0I1H':11 and children. so far. as 

already discussed , nat ional human rights institutions arc collaborating with the media ro r 

stich purpose. 

In addition to the .u..:tivitics with national human right s instilUtions. the media is engaged 

with non -govcrnnH.:nta! actors whose pu rpose is advocating the hllman rights or spec ific 

groups including \\O!llCIl and children. In this instance. it is appropriate to notc thc 

collahoratioll or the media "ith I'<'p,tlatioll .\Ikdia CCll ter (l' .\IiC ). I' .\IIC is all ~ .,elllplary 

11011 gIlVlTllJllCtl{.t1 organi/atioll \\"olling ror hcha\ioral change in j·:thinpia. i hc ('entcr 

especiall, lilCus~s Oil creatillg ,,"arelless Oil he:tlth rl'lat~d Illatters like IIi V//\lIlS . r:llllil v 

pl'lI1tlill!-!. II j lI s cspecial!: Oil 1,( i\tL di...;crimilwlioll ha\cd Oil gcnder. <tnd child <thu.\c/ ;· 

yll .... cph 1.lldl..· .... h;1\\ oS: \khr;lIU (il'llC)I..'hu ... 1.\11'\\/11,'//1 II/ ,,.,lllicA/II.\!, III 1, 'Olllt'll fl llrI ("lIIIi/n'll /1/ tlild 
,1"01111 .111111/'1 ' 1. I( )\1 Il1lcrnatlllll<l1 (Jr!!-;!lli/illi()ll (nl' \1i !!r;l l illll. ·\ddl:>. , \ hahil 

1111L'J"\ ic\\ \\1I1t \hl . \ hl . .'1":1 Y:t"ill. \kdia ( '(l lllllll!1liL':lli ll ll !" pcrlill Pnplilal HlIl \kd i:l 

,. 
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These arc directly rele vant in awareness creation or human ri ghts or W'1Il1en and children 

who continued to he vict ims " I' the mentioned violations, 

So I'ar, 1' ,\11(, and th~ media in stitllt ioll s that haw been workin g " 'ith the Center has 

regi stered remarkahle achievements through the lu nch or radi" ser ial dramas, the major 

ones arc " )'ekell Kegel" and "Melllwllellge{(' (in Amharic ) and " /)i7illlhllha" (in 

OrDmiITa), ~ll Various post intervention researches conducted hy I'YlC demonstrated the 

elTecti veness "I' the intervcntion and thc si gnificance and the ir impacts in terms of' 

imparting knowledge anti bringing abollt behavior change in unprecedented scalc.21J 

Il esidcs serial radio dramas capacitated the mass media to take ac tive part to combat beliels 

and attitudes that render people vulnerahle to ha/,ard s including harmrul traditional 

practices , to promote Illinily pla nning and reproductive hea lth and to ensure the eventunl 

I, ' I '\ I' , empowennent 0 WOll1en," T 1e achievement 01 PYl C in media comll1Unicatlon indicates 

the effectiveness o r the media when wo rking in collaboration with concerned actors to 

create awa reness on varioll s issues and bring behavioral and altitude change which has a 

practical efTect on the current status 01' women and chi Idrcn, 

4.5 FoclIs on Civi l and Political Rights 

At th~ intern atio nal mass med ia, c ivi l and politic al rights arc the most addressed and 

oft CIl reported righ ts . The Illcdia is c\ ell crit ic i/ cd ror usi ng civ il and political rights and 

human righ ts as interchangeab le terms. 

I lo\\L'vcr. ill Lth iopi<l. \\ i1h c.\c cp l iol1 or electioll til1l l· ~ . ci \"il and political rights arc 

''' lIal h' lI Jl1'epO ried, 'nder the 1I lllh rcll" o r dC' cloplll cn t;d jOllrn" lis m, cs rcci" lh 

~ () \ L' rnllll' ll t ll \\IH.: L! Illedii! ins titu tion" !'(JClI S IllOIT oi' tht.:ir tim e .lIlt! t.:I H:rgy Oil SOC!(l · 

l.'lOIH lI llIC Ill;l tt er ..... III ;.ldditi(Jn cultura l right\ and b!!"(lliP risllt \ <I re l'l ll ll p;rra ti\ cl: hct ter 

I\.d J.,1adl C\\ :\ 11 8.: Ila li c) l" II ' "H.:ha" \ /t d 11"1"111 f I'''/ IIUII II II /JI II I!" "rtl/ l'li 1111 lIur lll l ,,1 I '-1Il 1i/I II I/ ,d 

I' rl ll li (" I" \ / /l 11 ' \ / H "1I11 I'II II I( "'t/ I" /-1 >1 1/ \ Oi l / "1'11111 1, " (; {, IIIi/, " 1/1/111/ 1I10 1! 1"( ; I I ) 1/1 r.lli lllf il li " ( I in :t1 I{ cpnn )" 

(1" ()O()y(lpulali ~ 1I1 \ kdi;1 ( "l "1lll"r) . p (l. 
" I Ihid " 

. Ihld. 

I 
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IlowewL in occasional hasi s. therc arc pmgrams that cover civil and political rights with 

a n:li.:relll.:l: of the l:o lls titut ional rro visioll and international human rights trcaliL: s. hlr 

instance. the LTV I weekl y pmgrams like llegena Fe/he. Federalism and i\!edrek rmm 

timL' to time di scllss matters n.:kv<llll t(l ci vil allt! political ri ghts. 

AS already mentioned. dur ing dection times. [i)r obvious reasons civil and political rights 

are highlighted as news and the topics 01' arguments, comment or criticism on the mass 

media. Selling this exception as ide. it is not persuasive to suggest that the media in 

Lthiopi'l is doing its job when it comes to addressing civil and political rights. The 

[i11lowing reasons can he taken as contributing ractors lor thi s lack or commitment. 

,. The absence 01' political dehate and active political participation culture in 

J:thiopia: AS common practicc shows. media is not much interested in human 

rights, or any other issuc I'or that malleI'. unless they arc associated with other 

[(lctors like politics. diplomatic relations or states. conilict or massi ve violations. 

Ilowevcr. in ' ·: th iopia poli tical pan ics an.: cllgagcu ill active debate onl y when at 

the lime of election. As a result. media docs not take the matter to be news and 

coveragc wOrlh y. 

>" I:ear of sarety hy th e j ou rnali sts : th is is ano ther main reaSDn lill' underreporlin g Dr 

ci vil and po li tical righ ts in I·:thiopia. hpecia lly ali cr the in cident ol't he vIa )' 2005 

election . private med ia institutions ta ke civil and poli tica l rights to be risky. The 

vlay 200S election , pmba bl y the hi ghes t pick 01' the media to invol ve ill human 

ri ghts prnllh)tlOI1. cont rihute a Ill l 1'01' thL' <I \ {) i d~lIlu,: ol" civil <l lld political righ ts h) 

.i()Llrn ~ li i ~ls especial I: i(n those \\orkin!:! ill the pr ivate p rc~~. /\\ the .\I1a) 2()():) 

elec tioll . a llulllher of" j{)lIrn~!list~ ;1I1d editors htl .... c heell imprisollcd for \,:' lI" i(lll~ 

n.:a .... o ll ~. IkIllOll. ... tr~lti()1l ;llkr the L'kctio!1 Cl I l!SL'd;\I tc" ... 1 [ilkcll e d it()r~ .. iou!"lla!ish 

;1I1d Ill cdi" () \\l lCrs hei !l!2 Jlllpri...,ollL'd 1·0 1· all c!lL'd t re a ~O Il . tholl gh Ihe) \\crc 

acquitted. ·1 hi..., 11l:lkc .... the pri\atc !1l"L'S"i \ TI") slispiciou ..... of" Ihe rcaction or Ihe 

gO\CrnrllCni I{l!· c{)\ering human r i~hh c...,pecia!!) \\hcll tile; <Irc related III ci\iI 



/ 

I I·· I . I ' I' ;ill( pO illca ri g llS. - In lh~ SUhS~LJU~nl ~kclion. \llay 20 I D. lh~ m~dia was 

notably less involv~d and less critical ol'th~ situations . 

,.. I.ad of credihility: Studies pointed to the gr~at divid~ ill opinion h~tween the 

private pr~ss and th~ public m~dia in both civil and political ailll socio-economic 

rights. It is almost a tradition I,,,. the private media to he opposition fr iendl y and 

accuscr of the government while the governm~nt press only supports the ruling 

party in it s reporting and conllncnla ries21u This, to a great extent affcets the 

lJuality and the impact 01' inl'lrIllation on civil and political rights. It also makes 

both the governmcnt and the private media roll in differelll oppositc directions 

instead of working for what they claim to stand lor, huilding democratic culture 

and bringing tokrance and nat iol1al consensus. \I1l1stly. the private press interprets 

all the sto ries in the governmcnt mcdia as propaganda while the governmcnt looks 

at the independent press with great skepticism. to the point of calling it an enemy 

o!' the peoplc.217 This aFrects the qualit y or the inlormation the s()ei~ty receives 

form both med ia institutions. In the middle of the controversy between the private 

and governmelll media. the truth is hidden fro!11 the g~neral pUblic. This is 

h~eause both arc trying to impress the public rather than presenting accurate and 

reliable inJ(,rmation. This lack 01' trust malle the puhlic less J(md of th~ media 

when it C0111L:S to critical issues like politics and human rights. 

(;enera ll) . it is pla,,, ible to 5;1\ that the media in I·: thiopia is not usi ng its potential to the 

fullest to edllGlte and promote hUl11all rights ill ortkr to support the goYcrnmt..:'llt 10 fulfill 

ib ohl igat io ll under illlcrna ti on;!I hUlllall rights i[IS lrU!llcll l~. Th L' .i oll rtl <l li~t ... \\orki ng fo r 

severa l Il Jl,.:di;: \ ill~ tilu t i o n s agree \\ i!1l this 'Isserl io tl. So 1";11". t h ~ con trihu ti o!l milde h\ the 

Il ll.:Ji;! tn ward .... l lt~ 111"{ 1I11 01 iull Il l" hLiman ri gh t ~ is ~valll <ll ~d <1 :-. poor h} t h ~ .i ()llrn;t li~ts 

questioncd ;lhol!l Ihi~ ~pCl:ilic L"l lI ICl..'ril. I' rolll .11) jOllrn;di~t. .... qllc ..... lioIlCd X.,I I!t;, think thtlt 

Inll.: l"\ il..'\\ \ \ 1111 .\ 111 \1 oil,1l1l 111l.:d .\ 11 . ( )\\I II.."I" ;IIH[ (il.:lh.:r; 11 \! ;IlI;Ij.!l.:f ill :\ ddi:-. l' fL· ...... IIC \ .. ... papcr. 
10 · 20! !l 

I cric '" "' ''.Icnb! . '1 kl \\ ccn 1tIUrn;III ... 111 . till t\ l:r ... ;tl ... · ;11111 I.."ul l ural pari iClllar... dl itlll.:n).!c ... rat.:i II!.! IIie,' 
dc \ 1..,1 Opllll'll I III" ,I iourn;di ... lll [11"0 )..'.1";\111 ill ,HI l ;t ... 1 :\ l"nl";UI 1'11Iltl' \ l', .II1I1I"IIU/ II/ 1/1"/((/1/ \/t',/r" .'·;/llIiJl'.I. 

\ Ulll l llC I "\lt l llbL"r I . L~O()(}. Intl'l"'.'cl [ tti). p2(} 
Ibid 
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tlw m~dia has a poor r~(:()J"d in promoting human rights while the rest 1.6'X, think so lilr 

the m~dia is doing a good job in add ressing human ri ght s. 21
' 

4.6. Competence of Media Profess ionals in Reporting Matters 

Related To Human Rights 

The promotion oj' human rights thro ugh the media is (:hall~nged by lack of adequate 

knowledge and understanding of both nati onal and international human right s laws by the 

journali sts. It is not logical or. Il,r that matter. ethical tn expect journa lists to cover und 

promote subjects they do not know or understand. Lnlortunlltely. as discussed in chapter 

two of this study. even at the in ternationa l lev~ 1. journali sts ar~ o n~n critici !.ed Il,r t h ~ir 

inadequate and sometimes mi sguided understanding of human rights. In lilc t, lack of 

competence nfthejournali sts in human rights is one ofth~ major challcng~s lor the effort 

of promoting human ri ghts through the ma in stream media. 

Th is critici sm remain s to h~ true 1'0 1' th~ journalists 0 1' Lthiopian media institutions. Th~ 

media proil;ss iunals o lten take the hlame lor lack of competence and awareness about 

international and nat ional huma n rig hts law. Thi s. not on ly alTects their C(lv~ rage of 

human ri ghts. but also t h~ crllll't 01' di ITerent actors inc luding nati ona l hunl<l n ri ght s 

institutioll .s to proillote and ~du cat ~ th~ public abou t human rights. Iloth t h~ IC th iop iall 

Institutiun (II' O mhudsman and Lthiopiall Il uman Rights Commission complains saying 

thai journalists do not understa ll d the concept 01' human righ ts and this crcat ~s a 

uncerta"ny Oil the qu,li lty 01' the bro,,,k,,s t and the puh lic,nioll' 0 1' the perspeclive 

Institut ion s. 

J h~sc. ; 1I 11()1l~ olhet' j"'lctllt'S. j" llwiJ1ly <I rOIl"iL'L]llCtlCC nl" ;lilllOst nOIl-c.\i stillk! Ir,l ining 

opport unities <II the inst itution;1I 1c \ c1 and ahsL'll c(' 01" proper human righh (ourses ilt 

iourn,ili.slll schook '1 hL' I\ddis l \h"h'l illiversitl' School 01' Journalislll is thc Ill '" II . . 

prodUCL:r Ol ", jolll'n;liish ttl the CllrTeni medii[ in stitlltiuJ1'i ill the ululllr:. I Ill' School glvcs 

il~ ~llldL'l1h .... e\lTa l cour .... c .... indirccth rei;llL'd 10 hUlllilll right'i. Ihc~e c(lur .... c'i includc 

"1,..": anne\ . l;!hk nine. 
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civics. media and dcmocracy. media law and media ethics 21 " Ilowever. the courses 

common in journal ism schools in other countries like media and hUl11an ri ghts. gcnder 

and meJia. ch ildren 's right s and the media arc not given to the students at the i\i\ L 

School 01' Journalism . 

The reason given by !\to Tadessc 7enaye. Vice Dean of' i\ddis i\haha l; niversity School 

of Journali sm. is that there arc many courses studen ts have to take during their stay and 

there is lillie time to cover it all. Therd;)re, the School is elective and l'ocuses on what it 

assumes to he compubory 1'01' the students to takc22n The School has an opinion that 

slUcients acquire enough knowledge about human rights through the above mentioned 

courses. i\ to Tadesse lenaye says that the prohlem is not that students do not have the 

required knowledge rather there is lack or interest to apply journalistic approach and 

I . I I . h " I tec l1l1qUCS towarc S luman rig ts.--

The Vli\ program of journalism at i\i\L is cOl11parativel y more focu sed on both 

democracy and human right s. Though. there is no direct human right s course. in it s heavy 

'.vcigh t. the program structure n~liL! s in delllocracy and investigative .iournalism . n~ \I1orc 

than onc third (ten crcdits) are devoted to such courses. and the topic is naturall y 

di scussed in other courses as weI1. 2~' This gives the studenls an opportunity to dea l with 

critical human rights isslies and thought them how to in vl.:stigatc viol at ions of" human 

righ ts 'lilt! "pp rnach ils promotion "nd education thl'llu gh the media . Ilowever. th e School 

receives limited number or sludenls cvery year \\'h ,ch makes it. compare 10 the need of' 

thl' cPulllry <lilt! the medi a llrg;:lIlj/<ltiotl~ _ appC~! 1" to he illsigni lical1l. 

III n.:ality _ the ll1ajor ity of.journalists \\ho ,! I" l' \\orki!lg <It till' current !l1eLii;1 nrg,llli;;!l ioIlS 

I<tc~ the Il l'ce:-. ..... ar~ cOlllpdence to \\ ork Oil <Jlld co\ er hum;\Il rights iSSLIl'S. ' :rolll ~() 

j{llll"n.lli ..... h \\ilo l1i.l \ l' !ilkd the ljlle .... tinllll;lirc Oil \, "lcth cr thc) h<l\c trainings Oil hUlIlall 
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rights , 5,7% adlllitt~d that they did nOi have the training whik 1,H'Yo took trainings on 

indirectly related matters like democracy and good govcrnance22
'1 Only 1,5% has a 

proper trainin g on human rights . .!'; ~ 

The consequence of this is that major media organizations do not spend enough l:llcrgy 

and resource human rights and related matters and prepare programs devnted to human 

rights, Journalists agree that lack of awareness about human rights is the major reaso n 1'01' 

this neglect. As already discussed, human righ ts are mostly address~d by the media 

institutions indirectly when they are associated with other matters, While making or 

editing news, journal ists gave artirmative answer whether they consider human rights or 

not. About 8, I ,x, 01' the journalists say that they do Cllnsider human rights to the ext~nt nr 

their knowledge on the articles or programs they conduct regularl y,))" 0,9% said that they 

do not consider the issue at all. 227 

Journalists have an opinion that lack or awareness on the matter created financial 

rroblem at the media organizations to prepare programs devoted to human rights, This is 

because, the budges ol'media organi/.ations arc already allocated to other programs si nce 

human rights are not primary consideration. From the journalists questioned about thi s 

isslle. 6.3'Yr} said that lack or awareness is thl! major I~lct{)r ror nonexistence of regular 

rrogral11s cntircly foclIsed 0/1 human rights issucs. ~~x The rcst 2.7(~~J believe that financial 

am.! legal constrain ts an: the main harrier or preparing programs entirely devoted to the 

promotion or human rights.~~ ' 1 Journalists agree that. media can playa crucial role in 

crca ting a human right s sensitivl' society . 

( 'nderstandin!! the imrOrlanu: or human ri ghts a\\arcnc~s. mcdia institutioll~ s (lllletinH,~ ~ 

I",e the illiti"tilill III tr"ill '"ld liire st,dls \\'itli 'letellLl"te hUI11'"1 riglits k,lll\\·lcdge. 111 Ihis 

C I;-'C . till' C,\cIllplar: pract ice or the l{l'!lOrter j, \\llI'th mcntioning. /\ Ithough. the .i ()Urn~!li~h 

~Cl' ;l ll ll l' \ , lahk ti\l' , 
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I k' I' I I I ' , I '1' ;/1 I CUrrclll y \VOl' ' lng or t lC newspaper (n 110t lave lralnlllg 011 1lI1llail rig ltS ~ l lC newspaper 

has it practicc or hirin g stalls with backgroulld of la\\!. economics and political science with 

a qualilication orwrit ing and editing articles and news related to human rigills. 

LRTi\ also, in th~ past. took sorne: st~ps towards inn~asing th~ comp~t~nc~ of' th~ 

journalists working 1(1I' the i\g~ncy, It estahlish~d a tra ining institution in order to tra in 

journalists on democracy. human rights and good governance 211 The training institution, 

curr~ntly, is not I'unctioning I,)r a r~ason of' reestabl ishment. The: act ions taken hy the above 

two rn~dia organizations ar~ an exernplary practice with a powntial of' providing a sound 

solution l(lr the probl~m lack of' awareness about human rights by journal ists, 

4.7 Accessibility of Info rmation about Human Rights 

The prograrns circulat~d hy th ~ m~dia about human righ ts. whatsoever the amo unt and the 

quality of the coverage might he, will not have any signilical1l impact if the pub li c do not 

get access to the inlill'lnation, Ilowever, in Fthiopia the ri ght to access to information is 

hardl y recogniz~d as a result of the economic and soc ial status as a kast dev~loped country, 

Ill iterac y. especiall y in the rllral area , ~ ; ~ \Vcak econom y and m:ar nO!H..:xi slcncc of 

inf'ra s lru ctur~ prcve l1ls newspapers I'will reaching a mass rcad~rsh ip, For exarnplc. only I 

per cellt of' the popU lation 01' X() Illillitln pctlplc read ne:lVspapers Oil a r~ gu la r h;tsis,'" 

\e:\\spapn rllblish~rs coillplain that the: majority of' th~ popui<llion d(l~S nnt actually hu) 

the: n~lVspap~rs rath~r the y r~1l1 it 1(,,' a kll' c~nts, This is the elT~ct nl'the: low income of' 

the soci~ty. who in Illost cas~s can no t arrord Ii.'! pa) the ru!! price or the pap~r~ .·:'\i The 

Inll:r\Il: \\ \\ith :\ ltl \kl:lkll l klll<...· ....... ie ~llp r: ll11111.: I()S 

I n !I: 1'\ 1<...·\\ \\ illl :\tll (irll:lll:I\\ I q.!I.: ...... <... •• ~Up f:l IInll' 176 

I [hiuPL11I \kdl :ll\nd. ;1\:III"bk ;11 \\\\\\ . hllp: \\\\\\.q~.\Irg (i ,h[ \1 ... IIl·tlII1I1<...· 2·1 .~OIO). i 1'11111 [Ill' 

[ll!:d p()pul:lIiUIl · I.~ 7"" ;11 ...... Illnall.: (";{) \11" lllalL' and ;":;.1 km:,]!.:) 

,( Il.:rjL· "i '· .. J..jl'rd:d .... llpr:111l111.: .!I() p.: 
. 11111.:1'\1(,':\\ \\il h \ 111 \t ohdlllJlll:d ·\11 .... lIpr" 11 1)1 L' :15 
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the country publish hetween the ranges of" 30 .000 up tLl 411.000 copies per issue. h,r a 

country lVith estimated popUlation ol'SO million this numher is nearl y insign ilicanl. 

Where illiteracy rate is wry high. radio and TV are very important tool s of" circulating 

inf"mmation. Radio is important because. Cllmparativcly. it is ine.spensivc and available 

f"or grou p listening. TV is al so importalll f"or the same reaso n. and both broadcast medium 

arc especially usef"ul because they don't require literacy. 

IlolVever. especially TV sets arc scares in the rural area and almost absent in the village 

and in the remote parts 01' the eountry.'.i; Onl y (, TV se ts arc available pCI' 1000 

households."" Radio sets arc better distributed. but arc still a luxury Cllmmodity for large 

segmelll of" the I·: thiopia n population. 2J7 About 196 radios arc ava ilable perl 0110 house 

holds.m Even batteries for the radio arc too expensive in areas defined as non monetary 

communities. Thi s sholVs that the majority o f' the population is not taking part in the 

inf(lI'Illat ion circulated by the main stream media. 

Poverty also makl!s the diversity nf the Fthinpiull people a chal lenge for the media. At 

least. 70 languages arc spoken as a mother tongue in Llhi opi a . ~.l! ) In slich situat ion , it is 

dif'ficuit to establi sh a nationwide media."o Ileeausc trad it ionally it is believed that a 

r:llher high percent o f" the urban population unders tands Amharic. most newspapers. radio 

and TV dc v(ltc their highcr time and page coycragL: 1'01' Amharic . 

The national tdcvisioll and radio and Radi o h.llltl airs. in addition to Amharic. in /\ fnn 

()rO!l1o. ,.U,)·()I}/uli . Tigri llY ~l. (Jo!tl! ' ,-II ! [owevcr. cOlllp;m.: to the \\ ide 1<lll gu;l)j L: divers ity 

o r the UHlllt ry. it is no t possi hle to UlllClllde that tllL:se lan gua ges address the need s or the 

.... :ntire Coulltry. I he re!ilre. Ille llledia errort to Ila vl' .111 illlpac i ill the process o r huil d ing 

hUlllall ri gl lt .... <llld tkl ll(l(!,<l ti c cul ture is lillli lL.'d . 

\ tichcllr SLick ;!1ld J k irdrl" \1 "e lly , ' PopliliU" \Inli a. l.duCll l l(lll. :lIHI l{ c,j'!;IIKl' " (·{/J/(/r/II I11 .1(J I/l"llol {II 
I-.rI/lCI II I IJII. \ ' (11. .~ () . \ 0 1 (.~() l)(l. I{c\ ul" C;II!;l\l il'nl1l' de 1'L:dllcal iorl ). p5 . 

I l"lje '" Sk,i l· rd:d. 'lIpl :! !lolc '::.~2" P () 
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Chapter Five 

5. Conclusion and Recommendations 

5. I Conciusion 

Through out history. the media in Uhiopia remained under the strict control or the 

government. Both the Emperor ami thc military regime had used the media as a willing 

mouthpiece or their politics, The media was restrictcd and controlled hy strong and active 

censorship laws, As a result. it lVas not in a position to contrihute to the developmcnt or 

human rights culturc in "thillpia, 

l:rccJom of opinion, cxpression and the press as well as the right to seck. receive and 

impart illl'ormation was guaranteed hoth in writing and comparatively in practice artcr thc 

currcnt government assumed power in 1992, 

The I ()95 FURl,: Const itution guarantees these rights and providcs thc media with legal 

protection and institutional indepcndcncc to cnahle the accommodation of dilTercl11 ideas 

neccssary to a dcmocrati c society, Thc current Frecdom 01' the Prcss and Acccss to 

Inl()rmation Proclamat ion al so cnsurcs rrcedom or thc mass mcdia as wc ll as thc rig ht 01' 

tile public to get access to illltJrlna ti oll. 

Il owcver. this Proclamation has scveral gaps that ciullcnge the cJ'1()rl 01' thc med ia to 

engage <H.: tive ly in the promoti on or hU1l1 an righh. ror ill.,\iIIlU': . artic ic ··L\(7) \\ bieh 

provide tllat dd~llll:1ti()n ~ll1d f~llsc accll~~lti(ln against cOJlstitution.illy mandated 

goVt:rJllllCllt org'1I1s is prosectlt.lhk even iflilc per~llll ~l gaill,t \ \ holll they \\cre cOlllmitted 

ChtHl'C"; not to press charge. '[ his crc;ilcd <l suhst;lll t ial inscclirit: ,!lllong the tllctllhers (d' 

the I'rec press cspL'l'ia ll) \\ itil rc g;ll'd to hUllltlll righ l.'i proll1o tion. !'he reason is I h~lt. 

hUlllan rights ;\S .1 SlIhjLTI mal ter. ,Ire IlHl .... li) rela ted [0 t!tlver11 Illcll I oq,!.1I1S and this 

prnvi\ioll tTL'ates tI ]1os .... iili!il) It)!' the !!O\LTllllleIH ami ils llrg<1I1s to ,Ibuse and oppress the 

llh.: lii,l. 



The PrOl'lalllalioll also imposes eXl'!.:ssive filles. Compare to the ad vanwges or freedom oj' 

the press in building democracy '''ld promoting human rights. the lines appear to be 

unreasonable. The pri vate newspapers covered under this study maintain that the lines arc 

too much and they arc not willing to take th e riSK "I' printing issues on topics that will 

orrend the governmenl. According to private media institution owners. laKing such risk 

will not only put their lire but also their business in jeopardy. 

Other rek vant laws add dil"lieulty Itlr already insecure legal environment Itlr the media 

activity in the promotion or human rights. The Charities and Societies Proclamation. hy 

reserving human rights advocacy only to Ethiopian Charities and Societies has created a 

conslraint Ill!" the el"l'"·t or the media to engage actively in human rights promotion. The 

restriction incapacitated the media because it terminated the personnel and logistic 

support it used to get rrom several \"GOs. 

In Ethiopia. in the past. \"(JOs have engaged activel y in human rights advocacy and 

promotion lIsing the media as a means. As a result. they used to sponsor rrograrns 011 

human rights. train journalists on human righl s issue. prepare workshops and panel 

disclIssions and celchratc several achievements and condemn vi olations on hum,m !"! ghts 
" 

which the med ia gOI to cover . These activities made (he media relatively acti ve in human 

right s matters and created evcnts tn be covered on human rights. 

I'he olher rele vant la\\ tha i made Ihe legal environmenl Il ,r Ihe med ia challenging is Ihe 

l\nti ~ tL'ITori s lll Pr()cl(ltll~ltion. ]·:th iopia proclaimnl the Anti-terrorism ])rocli.unat io/1 in 

~O() () . Lve!': since thell . this Ph-H.:I <lt1l:Jtiotl i~ crit ici n:d I(lt' rest ricting freedot1l of specch 

and rn:edlllll or th L' prc~~. I he Proclamatlotl pro\ ilk~ tlwi \\ hOsoL'vcr pu hlishcs or G IUSCS 

Ihe puhliealill» or" ,1"leille»1 Ih"l i, likely I" he unde r,I"",1 hy '''ille lI r :!l1 ol'lhe puhlic 

to \\hOlll it is puhlish cd a.'l a dircct OJ' indi re ct cncouragemcnt or ot ller induccmcnt 10 the 

cotl1mi~si{ltl or prcp;Jr~ lt ilJlI or iJ1 .... l i~~l!i()tl or all act or terror ism i~ puni sh ah le \\ itll 

rit!()J"{HI 'l illlpri'l(ltltllCllt. 

I his pn)\i .... inll. ill :Iddiliotl to opcning <t \\ide di .... crcliutllp thcjudgc ill to inte rpreting all: 

puhliGllillll ill t() lcrrori .... tlI ael. len the tlIL'di~1 ill ,\ terror or puhli shi ng OJ' hro adcastit1~ 
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male rial s lhal queslion or crilicize the governmen l. the conslilulion or the polilical syslem 

01' lhc CllU'llry. \tlcdia owners amljournal isls loki the wriler 01' lhis lhesis lhal lhey lhink 

human righls issues Gill be easily inlerpreled in lO inciling lerrorism il' the government is 

'l<ll pleased wilh lheir publ icali(ln. Therel()re. lhey prel'er. as much as possihk. nol t(l he 

involved and especially cover human righ ls violalions il'commilled by the govcrnmenl. 

Regardless 01' lhis challenges and conslrainls, currenlly, mcdia organizations in Elhiopia 

arc making an eJ'l(Jrl lO make conlribulions in the promotion or human righls in the 

counlry. Di ITerenl media organizalions have a Ilumber 01' programs that arc relevant lO 

human ri gh ls. The med ia organizalions assessed by lhis lhcsis, namely ERTA. The 

Reporler and Addis Admas. have dcmonslraled a considerahle potcl1lial and inleresl lo 

engage and conlribule to the promolion of human ri gh ls in Ethiopia. 

Consequenlly, human righls arc covered by bOlh the print and the broadcast media lO a 

certain eXlenl. The insli lutions approach human righls using, in addition lO lheir news 

coverage. regular prngmll1 s. occasional and spec ial coverage 011 contemporary matters 

and on programs in mllaboralion wilh nalional human righlS inslilulions and non­

governmenlal aclors. For example. 1·: RTi\. on ETV I broadcasls several programs. on 

irregul;II' basis. lhal raise human righls ISsues. investigate violalions and educale the 

puhlic abolll C<lnslilUlionally guaranleed human righls. The programs. mosl I'requently. 

sighl inlernalional human ri ghls instrulllenls adopled by I·:lhiopia. The print media. ;,Is(l. 

address the matter through several articles and editorials. 

The institutions do not h<l\L';\ regular ;lrlicic OJ" hroadcast that is lkvo\cd to human rights 

pr01llotion or investigating \'jolatiolls. \:Ilrmally, they raisL: tile matter \\ hCIl it is 

ass()ciatcd \\ i!h other fekv.nll event ... ,lilt! (ICClllTL'I1Cl':S. l'oJ" L'-'<llllpk. thc progr'l1llS (111 

\\OlllCIl ,lIld childrcn Oil 1'. 1 V I. ;11 irrcgubr i!lt....'J"v;d, prc~L'llt ;1 program Oil the rights or 

\\(HllCIl and childrcn \\ illl " rcll.'rC!lCC to rC!c\i.llll intcrnational Ill1Jll~1I1 rights trcaties. 

;\ll(llhcr progLlIll litled .· '.\"I/{/(·/'CII i\ \\ell kllO\\Jl ror ill\c~tigatill~ \ iolatiolls or (ili/.cn·s 

riglll ... thaI from lilllc to tillle r<li~L' IlLlIll:lll right~ is .... ucs. Ilo\\c\cr. thcsc programs arc 110t 

lk'diC;l!L'd In hUIll;lll !" igh l'> 1l1:ltlcr ... olll~ . 
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The print Illl..!dia also gives a considcrabk spacc to matters related to human rights. 

Vlost ly through articks. the papers publ ish conccrns 1;,1' human rights and educate the 

society about I'undamental human rights and call something to be done when violations 

l)lCU!'. Still. the newspapers engagc in hum an right s eLiUGllioll or inveslig:ltiotls of 

vio lations in occasional basi s. Sometimes. both the print and the broadcast. highlight 

human rights as an exclusive topic. Th is is when there is an event or occurrence which 

identi lied by the media as a hot issue. 

I:urthermore, program s on human right s arc presented by the media in collaboration with 

national human rights institutions and non governmental actors. The Ethiopian Institution 

"I' Ombudsman and the I·:thi"pian Iluman Rights Commissi"n sp"ns"r and sometimes 

present several entertaining, and educational programs with an aim of creating awarcncss 

on human ri ghts . The organizations, through the media. produce and present their 

investigative findings on violations or human rights and organize workshops. panel 

di scussions. and talk shows on human rights issues, publi sh articles and, most 

importantly. give trainings to the journalists about human ri ghts. 

The ahove activities ha ve a distinguished contribution in the process PI' awareness 

creation on human rights in '·: thiori :.l. I/owever. several back draws wel'e observed during 

the c.\aminal ion of the acti vities of the media in stituti oJl s with re gard to human rights. 

First o r all. the media ha ve illustra ted unhalanced coverage on cert ain human rig hts. 

LCO IHlJ1 lic. s"c ial and cultura l rights. cnm par'lli ve ly. arc better addrcssed and discussed 

cspL' ci~Jlly h) goVCrtlm Cll t med ia organi/titinlJ :"I . \ 1l1re ll\cr. specific grou p rights inc luding 

thc righ ts or \\lHllen . children and persons \\ illl disahili l ies ~Ire rreqll c ll l l~ <I suhject or 

Cll\'e r'lgc :lIld disCll ..... si(l1l frolll h{llh the govCI"Il!llCnl and pri\all: Illedia insl it lltio ll "i. 

\\ IlL' 1l it COIllC .... to ci\ iI <llld politicll rights. the~ ~Irc round 10 hL' uIH.iL'rrcj1O/"lcd <llld 

lle~IcCled Il\' Ihe lll edi,1. \\, itil "" c.sceptioll or eleeli,," tillles . the Illedi " h"s .sIHl\\ed lillie 

Ill' Il( l in terest ill lll ;iI,illg lhc.\c ngl lt .\:1 topic !\lr 11L' \\\ ur {llller pro!-!-r<l1l1 CO\'LT<I !!C . I herc 

arc .... cver,, 1 1"1.·<I.\tllh ror thi.\ n.:lullallce. Pril11<1ril y. the alv.;cllce or cullure fo r pol itical 

dch;ltc ;!lld :Ictl\C participation (l rpolitical p;1I"tiL· .... ill thc deillocratic proce ........ len Ihe !llct.ii:! 

k .... .\ illtcre.\ lL'd ill di"cu ..... "ing civil and po lit ical rights. l"hi.\ j" hccause. !llcdi:1 h\ Ilature i.\ 



pro<lctivl! and it needs all i.H.:tual event or OCCLIITC/lCC to covcr or di sclI ss matters. Second. 

the legal ellvironmcnt makes it dil'licult Ill[" the media 10 actiwl y in vestigatc allcl COWl' 

human rights vio lutions comm itted by government "nicials, This has contributcd luI' th~ 

reluctance. especially 011 the priv.nc media. to engage ;Jcti vdy 011 t:iv illllld political rights 

b~cause they ar~ taken to be tou risk y to get illvolve with, 

Oth~r lilctors likc distrust bctwc~n pri va te and public m~dia ancl thc public affects the 

qual it)' unci of the inltJrmation on civil and political ri ghts, Thcrc is a grcut di vid~ in 

opinion between the privat~ press and th~ public m~dia when it comes to civil unci 

politicalmattcrs, 

It is almost a tradition lor the privut~ m~dia to be opposition friendl y and uccuse r of the 

government while the governmcnt press only supports the ruling party, This antagonism 

alTects not only the accuracy but also the impac t 01' the inlllJ'll1ation thcy provide to the 

public, The public is always in suspicion of the intentions behind thc inllJrlmltion from 

both the governmcnt and the private media, Pri vate rn edia institutions claim that they arc 

less inte rested in civil and politicul rights, among other reasons, because thcy arc tired 01' 

heing categorized as the enemy of the govc:rnl1lcnt and it is affecting their existence as a 

husiness organizatioll. 

I he other major ohstacle ror the media cJ'lint in the prolllotion or hUlllan rights ill general 

i~ lack or awan.:nc~~ or the journalists. rhc~ do no l get trai!l i Jlg ~ 011 human rights eithl.:r 

1"'''1Il ,i"lII'nalislIl seh""i, or I'rolll tlt~ir institlltioll, The i\ddi s /\ haba l :ni versity Seh",,1 "I' 

.l nurn~di<';Ill, Olh.~ li r the ma in producel':-' or journalists in Ltiliopia. docs not give studcIlt:-. 

l'OL!['sc~ dirL'l'Ily related to 11Ltlllan rights. 'I hc studcnts (, IKe c()ursc:-. lik L' ci\ 'ics and tTlcdia 

1<1\\, \\ Ilieh illdin,:cll~ ~ll[drc ."" :-, some i:-.:-.uc:-. on itltcrna l ioll~:! hUIll;m rights Ia\\. T he Scho(ll 

i\ ill opin ion Ih~1l thcsc COltr:-.e:-. :1l'C enough 10 gi\c tltL' \111liL'nls thc rcqui rcd ~!\\ ' lrcne:-. ." 011 

lll!llWtl right:-. . 

I he .\-1:\ progr:111 1 of .iOll!'l1:lIi .\lll .It /\ , \ [ School llr .J our!wlistll. n:I'll ivch. is hL'ltcr ill 

t:Jkil1~ IHllll;1I1 ri ghh 'cri()lt .... I~, II}(HI~h . the program docs not ha\ e a dircl'l courscs 

rel. ll ed In human rights , Illure than olle th ird or the C(lu r'-ll" h:\ \ c topics that naturall) lead 
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to discussions rdat~d to human right s. I low~ ve r. every year. th~ program accepts a r~w 

numbers or studelll s. Compare to the desperate need or media nrganizations Ii)r 

comp~tent jou rna lis t on hu man right s: t h ~ nu mbers 01· students who attend the \!IA 

program an: in signilic<ltlt. 

Practicall y. journalists working in the media have dil"licultics in naming many 01' human 

rights provided uncler international human rights law I~t alone doing analysis on the 

ri ght s. I:rom the journalists who lill the questionnaire about thi s issue. the majority 

answered saying thai they have no experience or training on human rights. 

In addition. journalists have an opinion that it is not sare [i)r them to talk ahout human 

rights and it is not their place to commelll or cri ticize the issue lo r that mailer. As one or 

the hazardous professions in the wo rld , journalists al ways assume ri sks ordinary people 

do not. This gets the hest 0[· Llhiopian journali sts who raise the issue 01· security when it 

comes to reporting on critica l matlers like polit ics and human rights . The inc ident of the 

'vlay 2005 has contribuled [()r thi s insecurity. 

1\1 the \!l ay 2005 electi on a number orjournal ists and editors ha ve becn impriso ned 1(1I· 

vari ous reaSllns. Though. Ihey were lalte r aequilled. this created rcar. espec ia lly on the 

pri vate press. \!I os t j llu rnal ists rememhe r the incidelll as ir it was yesterday and thi s left 

them wi th sLl spici on or the gOV L'!"Il IllL'll t n.:act il) ll rur coveri ng humi.1 n ri ghts and rcl atcu 

i\Sues. Th is is eviden t on the raet tha t Illl" the last live )ea rs the numher ,,[·the press IVIHl 

writc ahout politics. huma n ri gill s and dell10cracy rcd ucL:d and those who still exis t arc 

dropri ng lI Ul thL' topics and 1( )clIS 0 11 olher k s\ Ctll ll rtn'c rs ia l "iuhjcc \ tl lilUC I" S. 

hlrthc t' Illorc. Illcd ia instit utio ll . ..., ha\'c lin:l!lC ia l limitation s to co ver and invc st ig;l\c 

IlUl l l~ ! 1l righh i...,sw.:s. I hi .... . ;!ccortiiJl!! to thc .journalists questiollcd ahout thi s. is th e ITStt1t 

or le ss initiat ioll 0 1" the m ed ia 10 he ~ Icti\ ' c p:u'licipant Oil human rights. hn rcas() ns 

mentiol1ed aho \ ·e. llleti i:! ncgic l.." IS tilL' l1l<!tt cr and a..., ~I result \ \ hell allocclling fund hu man 

rig ht s !ll allcrs arc krt (l uI. 

I .:.tck 0 1 inl"rastrucl urL's. PO\ l'l"t) ;!I ld illiICr;ll"':' . til L' LI!ldc\ci()pcd readillg culturc ;'lIld poo !" 

CC lllHHll: (Ire also contrihu t ing E!clot's lill' k'"i"i ll"il' or tile potell tial or tilL' Illedi ;} to the 
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Promotion 01' human rights . The inllmllation cin:ulateu by the med ia on hUl11an rights. 

whatever the extent might be. is IHlI rcaehing the majority members 01' the soc iety. The 

hroadcast and the print meuia arc nut accessi hle to the majority ur the populmion. Only (, 

TV sets arc available per 1000 huuselHllds . I(adio sets still a luxury conH1Hldity ""'Iarge 

segment Ill' the I: th iop ian population. About I ()(, radios arc available per 1000 house 

holels. On ly I per cent or the popu lation o r 80 million peopic rcad newspapers on a 

regular basis. 

5.2 Recommendations 

In light 01' the stud y conducted the general ubse rvat ion made so I:u·. th e roll()\ving points 

are to be considered in measures to be taken as a way I(mvard : 

• It is recoll1 mended that legislative review is ta ken in to consideration. !-:specially, 

the \llass :vteelia and Access to l' reeelol11 or Inl<lrIllation Proclamation and Anti­

terro ri sm Proclamation imposes all excessive fines and ri gorous punishment on 

journal ists and l11edia institution olVners f(>r minor violations or the provisions. 

I lul11an rights arc sensitive issucs that possibl y might fall in the prohibited areas 

under the proclal11ations . The media is not lV iliing to take such ri sk and cl1m" to 

,lvoid issues related \0 human rights. This is afkcting the most important f~ tctor in 

the n.:alil;ltioll of' human riSln s. which is the creation of popular support and 

a\van':llcss. 

• \";ltional hUllltill right!'- ill~tltllli{lJl\ have to strive ill a\o..;i' li ng the melli ,! in its cj'j(H"1 

to prolllote and cdllC .. llc hUIll<l!l right s. In ,I CDlIlltr) \\ hcrL' \pkr;!lil1l:! Sm:iciic ... :IJld 

( ·h ar itie.\ ill\ 'o!velllcrlt ill humall right~ <llhoc<!c: is k .... ~l'r. tlle~c iJl~t itll t i(l !ls h~!\"C' 

,Ill ellnrtll(lll .... !·e~ll(lll .... ihijit: ill circulating iniill'!l1l1tiotl rl·s;:m.ii IlS hurll .. ll l ri~.dlt\ to 

the puhlic. I lie currellt a(ti\ itil'~ or llational IWlllall right:-. i ll~tilU li{)Il .\ cOlllpan~ to 

the rc.\poll. .... ihilitics thL',\ ,1\\1111lL·. i\ ill<.;ignilicallt. T1H.~rl'l(lrl..'. the\ ~h\lllid estahlish 

C (lIl ~ t;lI11 rd' l ti{lll~hip \\ itll the llledi,1 through .... ever;!! <IL·tivities including 

Clllllillll0Ll\ Ir: lillillg In the .itlllrn;ili .... ls ;lhoUl hUlllall righh. llrgf.llli;illg media 

rl lrl lJll .... ami PI"c\Clltill~ ,llld \IHlIl .... o!"lllg p!"ogr<.llll\ ror the jlllrpn .... l· ur ,l\\arcllc ....... 

er(;lliol1 lolllL' geller;!! puhlic . 



• vledia institutions must have a ekar editorial policy which gives their detailed 

posi ti on and degree o r coverage on human ri ghts. I·:xcept IJrri\. both med ia 

insti tut ions cove red under this study were not abk to present an ed itorial po lil: Y 

th at e.splain s their interest and poten tial in human ri gh ts e() verage. This creates 

confus ion and mi sguides their journa lists on to what ex tent they arc expected to 

(:(lver human rights. 

• V1ed ia insti tutions should fi nd a balance in cover ing economic. social and cultu ral 

right s and civil and political ri ghts. Curren tly. especially the government media 

which is driven by de velopment journal ism is more fllcu sed on economic and 

sOl:ia l matters which len civil and pol itical rights less addressed and promoted. 

The private media al so. demonstrated un bala nced coverage on hu man rights by 

gi ving civ il lind po lit ical rights less atten tion. In order to have a balanced 

coverage 011 human rights. govern ment can ass ist the media hy appreciating n>.:tivc 

poli tical partic ipation and organizing. when necessa ry, po litical debates among 

dilTcrent pol itical part ies. This wil l give the media a topic to raise and di scuss 

human ri ght s issues in gcncr.d and civil and pll ii til:al ri ght s in parti l: ular. 

• Journa lism schools. media institutions. natio nal human rights organizations and 

nO ll govcri lIll cllla l actors should ac t towards creating awareness among the 

journal ists about hum an ri ght s. It will not be appropriat e to ex pect the med ia to 

prollwtc ;:Jllti actively participate in a concept they do nol understand. 1,i.H.:k or 
adequate kno\\ kdgc and understanding on human right ~ is th e main obstacle 

idcn ti lied !(11" till: media n . .:!uctancc in engaging on progri.l!llS related to human 

rights. Creating il\\'arCIlCSS i.llllollg jOlJrnalish \\'i!1 gencrale initiatioll and interest 

in org:llli/ing progralll s devotcd to 11lI!l1:1!l rights. 

• ( iO\Cr11nH':Ilt. to the c.\tcI11 possible. h,]s to \\ork !o\\ ,m.!;-, cll;-,urillg the puhlic righ t 

III gel tlCLe;-,"" to ,ICCU r<lll' . timely alld ine.\I1Cll sivc illforlllatiull as gU;Jr:lIltecd unti l'r 

11111 III a Ptl Slll(l11 10 a!Tord Ill'\\ Sp'lpcrs. or ekctro!lic dc\i"e:-. \u gL'i int'orilla t ioll. 

Ftl\ erllallCC ...,iIlCL' tllL'ir IlH.:ssagl...·. \\ h~l tL·\ cr the c.\IClll might he. ()Ilh reache:-. ,I fC\\ 

perccill or thc ~cllc r:1I popu lati oll . I hc governmcnt ought to provide SllrrWrl to 

<" " , 



llledia institution so that they will provide inronnation as inexpensive as possible. 

I:or example. it is possible to subsidies publishing eompani~s who actively engage 

in the prolllotion or human rights or provides tax rree materials ror the publishers. 
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Annex 

Results of questionnaire for media professionals 

Genera l information 

;\lImber of respondents 

I ;\lImber of respondents 

Respondents by sex 

I Sex 
I 

I Male 
I· emale 

Respondents by age 

Ages 

18-30 

3 1-40 

41 -50 

Table 1 

30 

Table 2 

25 

5 

Table three 

13 

9 

7 

51 and above 
---- -----,.----------- --- _ . 

2 



Table four 

Years 0 f experience 

Years 0 I' experience 

I -3 6 

3-5 16 

5-8 4 

8-10 3 

10 and above 

Knowledge and experience on human rights by the media professionals 

Tahle five 

Do you have any training regarding human rights? 

I Yes 
, 

'\0 
I 

19 

I I 

Table six 

Do you consider human rights issues with your coverage while reporting or editing? 

I Yes 2 

'\0 28 

Table seven 

Do you have programs at your organization e1evoted to human rights promotion? 

Yes 12 

'\0 18 

Table eight 



What is the l11ain barrier in preparing progral11s devoted \0 human rights prol11ot ion? 

Lack of awareness 21 

Financial problel11s 6 

Legal barriers 3 

Table nine 

How do you evaluate the out cOl11es of hUl11an ri ghts prol11otion by the l11edia? 

Poor 28 

Good 2 

Very good o 



/ 

Questionnaire for Media Profess ionals 

The objectivc 01 ' thi s questionnairc is 10 collect tiata ahou t the role and contributions of 

the media in crcating awarcncss anti promoting human rights in Ethiopia. The researcb 

linding will be used hll the partial rullillment or master degrec in law (1.1.\11) at the Addis 

Ababa Lniversity. Tbercillfc I requcst your kind co-operation to lill the questionnaire . 

".Il 

• The data will be used only to the purpose or tbis study 

• \'0 necd to write your name 

• Put "X" on thc eboice you think appropriate 

Ccncrallnformation 

I. Sex 

Femaic D 
2. Agc 

IX-30 D 31-40 D 
). \'amc 01' institution 

4. Position and responsihilities 

\I1ale D 

41 -50 D 

5. 110" IUllg h~I \T :-. {)tI \\llrkcd (I S <ljuurlwl ist',) 

J...:1l(Jwlrdgc and Expcricfll'l' on Human H.ights 

(1. 1)0 you hil\ L' all~ ' training regarding humil!l rights'.' 

Yes 0 \'0 D 

51 and above D 

7. II" you r ;I!lS\\l'r i:-. )L'~ rur the <t hun: quest ioll did thL' training ill allY \\ay alTl'ctcd 

: Illir IKTl'l'ptioll ;thuu! hum;tll right s',) 



x. I),) YOll CDnsider hUl11all rights issues with your covcragc whilc reporting or 

editing ncws ') 

Ycs D \ 0 D 
9. II' your answer is yes to thc above qucstion which human rights 1110stly appear to 

be related with your ncws or coveragc') D 
Civil and political rights 

Group right 0 D Economic, social and cultural rights 

'\ot known D '\ot spccil'icd D 
10. Do you have programs at your organization devoted to human rights prol11otionry 

Yes D '\n 0 
II. I I' your answer is no to the above question, in your opinion, what is the main 

barrier in preparing pmgral11s deyoted to human rights prol11otion" 

Financial problems D 
Legal barriers D 
Other 

I,aek of awareness o 

12. What is your vicw on thc role ,,!·l11cdia in pron1Dling and educating human rights 

10 thc gcneral public') 

\~. ! low do you C\"ltlU;lll' till' (luI COllll' !"' o r ilu!ll{\!l right s prolllolioll hy the Illedia',) 

( iooL! P(lor 

[] [--] [] 
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