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Should linguists have anticipated such a complex tone system in East-Africa?
Certainly not. It is true that the majority of the world’s languages are tone
languages, but languages of five or more tones are rare ended especially

when it comes to five levels: with the differentiation of five or more degrees
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along the same dimension, a limited to human perception seems to be
reached and human languages tend to avoid too fine a scale. The few areas

such languages do occur are clearly marked on the linguistic map of the
world.
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