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Abstract 

The Muslim communities throughout Ethiopia have contributed in various felids of 

human endeavor towards the development of Ethiopian society and have had a 

considerable impact on its history. Among those Ethiopian Muslims who have 

contributed in this way, we find Shaykh Sayyid Busra of Gata, Wollo (Sayyid al­

Ba'), who was a leading Sufi leader in Southern Wollo in the 18th _19 th centuries. 

The thesis begins with the background of the study, review of related literature, 

objectives of the study "nd methodology. All are included in chapter one. The 

objective of this thesis is to introduce Shaykh Sayyid Busra Ay Mohammed and 

present nine selected Arabic manuscripts of his, with some discussion of the 

geographical location and the history of his center of education and shrine in Gata, 

Southern Wollo. All these are presented in chapter two. As Shaykh Sayyid Busra 

was a Sufi leader, chapter three briefly discusses what Sutism is and what its role 

has been in Ethiopian history. Chapter four presents in detail the biography of 

Shaykh Sayyid Busra Ay Mohammed. Chapter five is the core of the thesis; it 

presents the nine selected manuscripts of Shaykh Sayyid Busra with philological 

description and catalog. Finally the thesis is summarized in chapter six. 
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CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION 

1. Background of the stud y 

Islam in Ethi opia is a hi stori cal, social and cultural rea lity with a long and ri ch 

history of dy namic de vclopment whi ch reflccts the country's capacity for peaceful 

social in tegrat ion and far enri chi ng the di verse cultures of Ethiopian society. The 

Muslim communities throughout Ethiopia have contributed in various field s of 

human endeavor towal'd s the deve lop ment of Ethiopian society and have had a 

considerab le impact on its hi story. I Among those Ethiopian Muslims who have 

contributed in th is way, we lind Shaykh Sayyid Busra Ay Mohammed of Gata 

(Sayyid al- 8 a') . He \Vas renowned for his str ict observance of orthodox Islamic 

law (SarJ' ah), reform ing r:thiopian I s l al~l by removing from it pagan beliefs and 

practices which had crept in over the years. His strictness and high ethi ca l and 

religious standards aroused thc jealousy and opposition not only of the traditi onal 

leaders of ritual cCI'emon ies, bu t al so of the ordinary people and rural reciters of the 

holy Qur'an. My thesis will present a philological descripti on and catalog of nine 

selected manuscri pts 01' hi s. 

2. Review of rela ted Ii lera tll re 

Few studies have been done on the contribution of Eth iopian Muslim scholars to 

the development of' Ethiopia and the hi story of its literature in the past centuries . 

Recently the li fe and woI'i<s of some of these Muslim scholars have begun to be 

studied here at the J)ep:lrtmcnt of Lingui stics and Philology in Addis Ababa 

University. Some of these recent work s are B.A. or M.A. theses, especially in the 

field of Phi lology. O f' these wo rk:., a f'ew ha ve dealt with the biography of Shaykh 



) 

Busra Ay Moham mad Some of these are written in modern scientific style and 

some are written tradition;! lly. Among these works, we find : 

• Husse in Ahmed (1985). Is lal/l il7 nineteenth-century Wallo, Ethiopia. 

• --------------- ( 1996 ). /\ I-~I ajj Bushra Ay MoJ:lammed, Muslim reformer, 

scholar and saint or 191h cenlul'y Wallo. Journal 0/ Islamic and A/rican Studies 

10:17-25. 

• Segge Negatu ( I l) <) () ). Oral Imdition on miracles 0/ Shaykh Sayyid Bushra and 

the celeiJr(//iol7 or ,/", ,\ :{I\ II/ir/te.l'ti v(f/s in Cilia. 

• 1.S. Trilllingham (I ( 5). Islalll in Dhiopia. 

• Asnake Ali (1983). Iispects of the Political History 0/ Wallo: 1872-191 7. 

• Fekadu 13enga (1 97~) . . 1 Tell totive fJistorv of Wallo: 1855-1908. 

• AI-Hajj Moha mmed Tflj Ad-din Ahmed (unpubl ished book). 'i'lam al-'agbiya ' 

bi-flayflt 'u:{all1({ ' 'itlivllbycl l'I1in al- 'ulama ' wa-I- 'aw/iya ' wa-a~- ~jjliJ:iin al-

'islam wa-I- 'a1 I)'6 ' 

• MuJ:lammed Wal e Ahtl18d (2006). kitah a/-.tirclz al-manqtis fi manaqibat 

'awliyri' al- lmb/.6. 

In his two works Hussl' ln Ahmad briefly introduces Shaykh Sayyid Busra but 

presents no sc ient i li c sll ,dy of hi s wr itings. Scggc Nigatu in his B.A. thesis 

presents Shaykh Sayy id Bu sra's bi ography, hi s mirac les, and the mawlid 

celebration at Gala, '.I'h n e he li ved . The more traditional works by AI-l:iaj 

Muhammad Tiij Ad-d ill i\ h!llad and Muhammaci Wale Ahmad present only the 

biography and miracles oi ' Shaykh Busrii. They do not di scuss hi s literary works or 

2 
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the general literary achi cvcmCIl!S of Ethiopian Muslim scholars, None of these 

works about Shaykh HlI SI'~ includes ph!lological discll ssion of hi s literary oeuvre, 

3. Objectives of the study 

The aim of this study is 'll catalog nine se lected manuscripts among twenty-five 

manuscripts of Shaykh Ilusra which I ha vc seen in the shrine of Gata, with 

discussion or their gCllc l'al content. Some sclected pages from each manuscript 

were al so photographeci with digital camera, 

The reaSO 'l that 1 was onl y able to look 81 nine manuscripts among those twenty­

five is that the present g ~ I:lrdian or the shl'ine , who has the manuscripts, did not 

allow me to examinc m \l le' 1:l li n these Iline, which they selected for me; moreover, 

they did not permit me to 1,l ke photographs of all the pages of each manuscript. 

Besides, thcy considcl' Ihe Illa nuseripts as 8arakah (blessing) for Shaykh Busra, 

and thLi s Ihey feel il "', ··rld 11l' cli srcspectrLlI to his memory to photograph the 

manu sCI'ipl s in their enl i r· .. 1 v, 

4. Met hod ology 0 r t' Il ,' ,';( II dy 

I will roJlow standa rd ,',ll:lioging practicc In prepal'lng my catalog of the 

manuscripts, The IJI'il l1:w.' dll ta I'm Ihe study are the manuscripts themselves, 

supplemented by SeC \)I~ ,I IiI'V sources and interviews with family members of 

Shaykh Sayyid Bushru, 

3 
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Southern Wollo is the home of various ethnicities and languages. Linguists 

categorize the languages of this area into two language families, Semitic and 

Cushitic. Cushitic is considered as the indigenous ianguage group in the area.6 In 

southern Wollo the Oromo language is the largest Gushitic language spoken in the 

southeast and western parts, and Amharic (Semitic) is the largest lariguage in the 

highlands of the north and southwest. 7 

Southern Wollo is also the home 0 f different religions and faiths. The mam 

o religions of southern Wollo are Christianity and Islam, with Christians settled 

mainly in the highlands and the lowland areas chiefly Muslim. But followers of 

both religions are found in both areas. x 

The economy of the area is based on agriculture and commerce: agriculture, 

especially mixed farming, in rura l areas and commerce in cities and towns.9 

2. Islamization of Southern Wollo 

Islamization in Southern Wallo had three phases. Scholars and traditions hold 

different views on the question of how and by whom Islam was brought to 

Southern Wallo. One view, held by 'ulama'( local Muslim scholars), proposes that 

Islam entered into Southern Wollo through the agency of Arabs who left Arabia for 

political reasons and crossed the Red Sea to Zaila and then into present-day 

Southern Wollo. Another view is that of Abba Bahrey, the author of the first 

historical work about the Oromo; according to this view Islam was brought to 

Southern Wollo by Sufi scholars from Argobba, in the Oromia zone of Amhara 

regional state. '0 The third view is that Islam spread in southern Wollo through the 

migration of the leberti (the ead y Ethiopi an Muslims) from the north." 
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Islamization in Southern Wollo had three phase~ . Scholars and traditions hold 
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Southern Wollo. One view, held by 'u/Hll7a' (local Muslim scholars), proposes that 

Islam entered into Southern Wollo through the agency of Arabs who left Arabia for 

political reasons and crossed the Red Sea to Zaila and then into present-day 

Southern Wollo. Another view is th at or Abba Bahrey, the author of the first 

historical work about the Oromo; according to this view Islam was brought to 

Southern Wollo by Sufi scholars ti'olll Argobba, in the Oromia zone of Amhara 

regional state. 10 The third view is that Islam spread in southern Wollo through the 

migration of the leberti (the eady Ethi opi an Muslims) from the north. II 
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The second phase of Islamization was the campaign of Imam Ahmed ibn Ibrahim 

Al-Ghazi (Ahmed Gragn) in the 16th century. Gragn's campaign had significant 

impact for the spread of Islam in Southern Wollo. Many Christians and other non­

Muslims were forced to accept Islam and at least some of them accepted Islam out 

of expediency. 12 In situations where outright coercion was not applied many were 

converted through the activities of Muslim preachers who had joined Imam Ahmed 

in the course of his campaign and settled in Southern Wollo to proselytize lslam. 13 

The third phase is associated with the establi shment of Sufi elements in the late 

eighteenth century and the beginning of the nineteenth century. It was during this 

time that Islam took on a politica l dimension through the support of the emerging 

Oromo dynasties, which ac::elerated the pace of Islamization significantly. In this 

process the $i1ji. Tarlqah (mystici sm () f Islam) played a significant role in 

providing the social infrastructure for the inlellectual and cultural development of 

Islam in the area. IS 

The spread of Islam into Southern Wollo brought with it the spread of various 

magtihib (schools of Islamic jurisprudence). These different schools were 

introduced at different times and to di fferent degrees. Due to the absence of written 

documents which might show the exact date of introduction of these schools, it is 

difficult to trace their history, both in Southcrn Wollo and in Ethiopia in general. 

Before proceeding with the historical discuss ion, [ will briefly introduce the four 

schools of Islamic jurisprudence. 

3. The four Schools of Islamic Jurisprudence (nia{/lihib) 

3.1. The School of Al-I:Ianafiyyah 

3.2. The School of AI-Malikiyyah 

3.3. The School of As-Safi'iyyah 
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The second phase of Islamization was the campaign of Imam Ahmed ibn Ibrahim 

AI-Ghazi (Ahmed Gragn) in the 16th century. Gragn's campaign had significant 

impact for the spread of Islam in Southern Wollo. Many Christians and other non­

Muslims were forced to accept Islam and at least some of them accepted Islam out 

of expediency. 12 In situations where outright coercion was not applied many were 

converted through the activities of Muslim preachers who had joined Imam Ahmed 

in the course of his campaign and settl ed ill Southern Wollo to proselytize ~slam. 13 

The third phase is associated with the establishment of Sufi elements in the late 

eighteenth century and the beginning of the nineteenth century. It was during this 

time that Islam took on a political dimension through the support of the emerging 

Oromo dynasties, which ac;;elerated the pace of Islamization significantly. In this 

process the $iiji Tarlqah (mysticism of Islam) played a significant role in 

providing the social infrastructure for the in lellectual and cultural development of 

Islam in the area. 15 

The spread of Islam into Southern Wollo brought with it the spread of various 

mar//ihib (schools of Islamic jurisprudence). These different schools were 

introduced at different times and to di fferent degrees. Due to the absence of written 

documents which might show thc exact date of introduction of these schools, it is 

difficult to trace their history, both in Southern Wollo and in Ethiopia in general. 

Before proceeding with the historical di scuss ion, I will briefly introduce the four 

schools of Islamic jurisprudence. 

3. The four Schools ofIslamic Jurisprudence (niar/iihib) 

3.1. The School of AI-I:Ianafiyyah 

3.2. The School of AI-Malikiyyah 

3.3. The School of As-Safi'iyyah 
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The second phase of Islamization was the campaign of Imam Ahmed ibn Ibrahim 

AI-Ghazi (Ahmed Gragn) in the 16th century. Gragn's campaign had significant 

impact for the spread of Islam in Southern Wollo. Many Christians and other non­

Muslims were forced to accept Islam and at least some of them accepted Islam out 

of expediency. 12 In situations where outri ght coercion was not applied many were 

converted through the activities of Muslim preachers who had joined Imam Ahmed 

in the course of hi s campaign and settled in Southern Wollo to proselytize Islamu 

The third phase is associated with the establishment of Sufi elements in the late 

eighteenth century and the beginning of the nineteenth century. It was during this 

time that Islam took on a political dimension through the support of the emerging 

Oromo dynasties, which accelerated the pa c<~ of Islamization significantly. In this 

process the $ii.fi TarTqah (mystici sm Df Islam) played a significant role in 

providing the social infrastructure for the inl ellectual and cultural development of 

I -
Islam in the area. ) 

The spread of Islam into Southern Wollo brought with it the spread of various 

maglihib (schools of Islamic ju ri sprudence). These different schools were 

introduced at different times and to different degrees. Due to the absence of written 

documents which might Show the exact date of introduction of these schools, it is 

difficult to trace their history, both in Southern Wollo and in Ethiopia in general. 

Before proceeding with the hi storica l discuss ion, I will briefly introduce the four 

schools of Islamic jurisprudence. 

3. The four Schools of Islamic Jurisprudence (nia!/iihib) 

3.1. The School of AI-Hanafiyyah 

3.2. The School of AI-Malikiyya h 

3.3. The School of As-Safi'iyyah 
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Ibrahim ibn Hab ib al- 'Ansari yy , who was common ly known by the name 01' AbC! 

YC!suf( 11 2-1 83 A. H. ), and Mohammad ibn a i-Hassan as-Saybaniyy (132 -1 89 A H.) . 

3,2 The School of AI-MliiikiYY<lh 

It was founded by Ma lik ibn 'Anas as-Sayban iyy. I-Ie was born in Madinah in 709 

A.D. He li ved and studied in hi s birthplace, notabl y under th e famous Muslin, 

scho la r Rabi' ah ar-Ra ' iy. Arte r compl et in g hi s studi es he wrote hi s schoo l 01' 

Islamic juri sprudence in Madinah. The teachings 01' hi s school are found in hi s 

book MUW8tta : Thi s book, whi ch was the earli est collecti on of Hddith (prophetic 

tradition ), was characte ri zed by its combination 01' Hadir/7 with Islami c 

jurisprudence. 

Malik used all basic Islamic soul'Ces and resea rch methods in hi s school. The 

unique character of hi s school was that he never accepted any re li gious decisions 

without getting da til (proof). The basic principl es of thi s school wC I'e based on the 

pract ices of the people o f Mad ina h, since Mal ik ibn 'Anas believed that the il' 

prac ti ces were inherited from th e compa nio ns 01' th e Prophet. He di ed in 795 A D . 

in Madinah. 

3,3 The School of As-Siifi'iyyah 

It was founded by ' Abu ' Abda ll ah Mohammed ibn Idri s as-Siiti 'iyy. He was born 

in Gaza in 767 A.D .. but he grew up in Mecca . He was I'e lated to Mohammed via 

the prophet' s li hh gran dl~lthcr 'Abd ai-Manai'. li e stud ied Islamic j uri sprudence 

under Muslim ibn Khalid Az-Zinji yy and Su fya n ibn 'Uyaynah. After that he 

trave led to Madinah and there met Mali k ibn 'Anas . He studi ed Ma lik 's sc hool or 

jurisprudence under Mal ik himse li'. A ft er a i'ew yea rs with Ma li k he traveled to 
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Baghdad whe re he met Mohammed ibn ai-Hassan as-Sayban iyy and learned the 

school of AI- Hanaliyyah uncer him. Aftel' com pleting hi s studi es in Baghdad , he 

began to prepme hi s school nf Islami c juri sp rudenc e. Hi s school was conside red as 

intermediate between the school s of AI -Malikiyyah and AI-Hanafiyyah. 'As­

Sati'iyy was also the lirst to layout th e bas ic and general pr inciples of Islami c 

jur isprudence. Hi s system of studying the princip les of Islami c jurispI'udence IS 

ca ll ed 'UsD/ a/-Fiqh (the foundations of Islamic juri sprudence). 'x 

'As-Sati ' iyy was the first legal scholal' to write a book which was exp li citl y 

devoted to Islamic juri sprudence as such. He presented hi s legal system twice , In 

two books: ar-Risa/ah and latera/- 'Umm . I-Ie died in Egypt in 820 A.D. I'! 

3.4 The School of AI-I:Ianbaliyyah 

It was found ed by 'Abu 'Abdullah Ahmad ibll Mohammad ibn Hanbal ibn Hilal 

ibn' Asad as-Saybaniyy. He was born in Baghdad 780 A.D. and studi ed in Syria, 

Mecca, Madinah , and Yemen. While he was in Baghdad he studied under as­

Safi'iyy. He was charac tel'ized by hi s orthodoxy in Islamic jurisprudence and his 

deep know ledge of Hodith. He collected arou nd fCJI"ty thousand traditions of the 

Prophet Mohammed. The prin ciples of hi s school were based on the Hol y Qur 'an, 

the Prophet Mohammed' s tradit ions, the legal opinions of the companions of 

Prophet Mohami1led etc., but I'ejected the concepts of ra:v and q,:vas (personal 

opinion and ana logical reasoning). Hi s principles were not compiled in the fcmn of 

a book, partly due to hi s ex pli cit dependence on Hadith. He died in 855 A. D. in 

Madinah. 20 
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3.5. Ch ronology of the s!:hools 

I return now to the hi storical di sc uss ion of Wallo. The f~rs t school of Islamic 

jurisprudence to be introduced in Southern Wollo was th e school of as-Safi ' iyyah. 

It preva il s even today in the lowlands of Woll o. Mufti DawLld ibn Abi Bakr (died 

1819 A.D.) is locall y remembered as the propagator of the as-Safi'iyyah school. It 

is related that in 179 I A.D. he trave led to ZabTd in Yemen and hav ing rece ived hi s 

training as a juri st in the Sati'iyyah school , he returned to Dawway where he 

estab li shed a we ll-known teaching center at a place ca ll ed Gaddo. He thus 

contributed to the spread and consolidation o f the SiHi'iyyah school in the region. !I 

The second school chronologically is the Hanafiyyah schoo l, introduced into 

Eth iopia by the scholar KabTr Hamza, whose ancestOl's orig ina ll y came from 

Harar. " The school of Hanbali yyah has had I'e lati ve ly lit tle impact in Wollo . In 

Wollo the school of al-Malikiyya h has the sma ll est number of follo wers, even 

fewer th an Hanbali yyah."' 
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CHAPTER THREE 

SUFISM AND ITS ORDERS (TURUQ) 

(J I. What is Sufism'? 

o 

Acco rdi ng to the OxliJrd Advanced Learner '.I' Dielionary, a Suti is a member of a 

Mus li m gro up who try to become united with Cod through prayer and meditation 

by living a sim ple and strict Ii fe,l As to the etymology of Sulisll1 , trad it ional 

sc holars have various theol'ies, These theories al'e the fo ll owing: 1 

• The first theo ry says th at the word Sulism is del'ived from the Ambie tel'lll a~c 

!>uflcil1, Thi s term was given [() the Prophet's compan ions who (like Illost typical 

Sul'i s) were poor and spent much of their time in the mosque, 

• The second theory says that the word Suti sm is derived from the Arabic word 

!>rtja' meaning "purity", im plying that a Suli is a one who is pure in heart. 

• The third the'lry says that the wO l'd Sutism is del'i ved from the Arabic word ~'L7r 

"wool", fl'Om whi ch the clothing of th e tirst Muslim ascet ics was made, This is 

the only etymology acceptedby model'll linguists, 

• The fourth theory says that th e word Sutism is deri ved from th e word a$-safla!-

'awwa!, meaning the lirst rank, Thi s theory implies that the Suli s are in the lirst 

rank amo ng the others belo re God (Allah), This is because or the ir devotion to 

praisi ng Allah, 

• The Ii nh theol'Y says that th e wo rd Suli sill is deri ved I'rom the Al'abian tr ibe 

ca ll ed Siijcd1, wh ich ex isted befo re the ri se ai' Islam in Arabi a, The people ai ' 
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thi s tr ibe devoted themse lves to the ir variousgods and paid littl e attention to the 

life of thi s world. 

Sutism as a uni versa l phenomenon in the Islamic world is a complex concepl 

having no simple answe r as lO the quest ion of its origin . Howe ve r, it is strongly 

bel ieved that Sutism came into being when Islam came into contact with the 

eastern and western Chri stian worlds, At the time when Islam began its contact 

with these wo rlds, a signil·icant pan of Christianity was myst ical in essence. This 
{1-1 t> 

had a profound impact on new con verts to Islam in these parts o~l s lamic world and 

soon rooted itself in the Islamic realm, cha ll enging the position of orthodox Islam3 

Su fi sm in its popu lar fo rm combines both c lass ica! and local ideas. 8 ecause or its 

tolerance, it is olien the means by whi ch little and great trad itions come together in 

harmonious balance, blending region al id eas and practices with orthodoxy, with a 

rough dominance of the latte L I 

The basis orSulism is the belierthat the be li eve l' who desires to attain communion 

with Allah needs the guidance or one who is expe ri enced in the Sul·i order, one 

who has been blessed by Allah on earth with the spec ial virtue of horakah 

(bened iction) . Suli sm has d i ITerent ol·dcrs ca lied lO,.{LJuh (si ngular), lunlC! (pi ural) , 

literally 'way' . The method of fo ll owing th ese orders has always depended upon 

the particular tendencies of the particular re li g ious leade r (S hayk h). 

One or the manifestat ions 0;' Suti slll is sa int wo rship , in which a saint renders hi s 

sac red hurakoh (benediction) to hi s rollowers in the form of bless ing. Trimingham 

rega rds the veneration or sai nts as the perpetuation of "pre-I slami c sediment" in 

whi ch the Suli saints act as a bridge belween man and Allah ha vin g a slriking 

resemb lance with th e [xe-I slamic rituals.' I:or example , elaborating the view or 
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religious oppression of the Ethiopian monarch in the second half of the nineteenth 

century, following the ideological guidance of Sufi scholars. The forceful 

conversion of the Wollo Muslims to Christianity during the reign ofYohannes IV 

faced a widespread revolt which was especially serious in Southern Wollo, where 

Emperor Yohannes IV personally had to intervene. The fervent opposition to the 

policy of the monarch was strongly supported by shaykhs of South ern Wollo, in 

which the roles of Shaykh Hussein Jibril of Warra Himano, Sayyid Busra of Gata, 

Shaykh Ali Jeru of Gerado and later Haji TalQa Ja ' far of Argobba were decisive. lu 

Socially, in Southern Wollo Qallu in particular was the center of Islamic 

scholarship, which diffused to the rest of Wollo and to Ethiopia; in Southern Wollo 

the Islamic centers of Dawway and Gata were the most prominen!. Moreover, the 

cult of Sufi saints had an impact on the social structure of Wollo society, since 

social solidarity was strengthened through the redistribution of votive offerings to 

the poor. I I 

Culturally, Sufi centers in Southern Wollo can take credit for the development of 

indigenous Islamic poetry, 'Ajami Manzumah and panegyric, through which the 

life and career of the Prophet, Taw1;fd (Islamic monotheism), the attributes of 

Paradise, and Islamic morals and ethics were and continue to be di sseminated to 

the people. Moreover, the area remains as a center of interaction between popular 

Islam and paganism. These centers also served the Muslim proselytization of 

Christian pilgrims who came to the area for social and economic reasons. 12 

A characteristic feature of Sufism is the repetition of holy verses known as dhikr 

and awriid, as a means to spiritual enlightenment. Dancing and singing typically 

accompany awriid. 
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2. The well-known Sufi orders (furuq) 

1. Qadiriyyah 

This is the oldest Sufi order. It was founded by the Iraqi Shaykh 'Abd aI-Qadir 

al-Jailaniy (1077-1166 A.D.). This Sufi order first came to the eastern coast and 

Horn of Africa with the advent of Muslim traders, who migrated from I:lac.lramawt 

in Yemen. In Ethiopia, it was first brought to Harar by ' Abu Bakr ibn 'Abdullah 

al-'Aydarus (died 1503 A.D.).I> 

2. Sadhiliyyah (Darqawiyyah) 

This order was founded by one of the descendants of Ali ibn ' Abi Talib called 

, Abu al-I:lassan Ali ibn' Abd aI-Jab bar as-Sadhiliyy, who was born in Morocco in 

1197 A.D. He toured a number of Islamic states and finally settled in Alexandria 

in Egypt where he began preaching. Many people responded to his Islamic call. 

He died in the 'Izab desert when he was in his way to perform the Hajj to Mecca. It 

is said that before his death he passed down the .tarlqahto his successor' Abu al-

'Abbas al-Mursi. 14 

In Wollo the spread of this Sufi order was propagated by the Muslim scholar 

Ibrahim Negash of Qallu (died 1948 A.D.). The order spread into BOI'ana and 

Begemidir largely through his efforts. IS 

3. ' Alfmadiyyah ('IdrIsiyyah) 

Thi s tarlqah was founded by the Moroccan Shaykh 'Ahmad ibn ' ldrTs al -Fasi (died 

1837 A.D.). He was influenced by the S11afiyyah movement in Najd. This enabled 
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him to purifY Sufism frum many innovations (b id'a) and anchor it in the Holy 

Qur'an and J:ladith only.16 This Sufi order thus contributed significantly to the 

religious reformation movement that appeared in the 19th century. 

This order came to Ethiopia via Somalia but it was never as strong as the others in 

Wollo. 17 

4. Sammaniyyah 

It was founded by Mu1:tammad ibn' Abd aI-Karim as-Sammaniyy (1718-75 A.D.). 

It was introduced into Wollo by ' Amlr Hussein, the grandson of the Sudanese 

mystic, Shaykh Ahmad ibn at-Tayyib ibn Baslr (died 1823 A.D.).1 8 

5. Tijaniyyah 

It was fo unded by 'Abu al-' Abbas A1:tmad ibn Muhammad ibn al-Mukhtar at-

Tijaniyy (1767- 181 5 A.D.). In Wollo it was introduced by Shaykh Habib and 

Shaykh Busra of Geta. 19 
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CHAPTER FOUR 

THE BIOGRAPHY OF SHA YKH SAYVID BusRA A Y MOHAMMAD 

(SA YYID AL-BA') 

According to hi s manuscript titled Hac/lqal a/- 'ikhwclnfi ~'arh falh ar-rahmcln wa­

mo 'rifelf kayfiyat a/- 'fmcln, hi s full namc was Sayy id al-ba ' Busra ibn Sayyid Ay 

Mu~ammad ibn Sayyid ' Abdurrahrnan ibn Sulyaman ibn Sayyid Waliy 

Mu~ammad ibn Ay Ahmad ibn Sayy id Muhyaddin ibn al-'Arabiyy ibn Tamlmah. 

Tamlmah was tll'~ daughter of Siraj, who was the son or ' Imam ibn Sayyid $alih 

ibn MCi sa al-Hankiyy ibn 'Abdull ah ibn ' Imam Yahya az-Zahid ibn Sayyid 

' Imam Mu~alllmad ibn Sayyid ' Imam Di\wLld ibn ·Sayy id ' Imam' Abdullah ibn 

' Imam ibn Hassan ibn Sayyid H usayn ibn Sayyidatl Fa~i mah az-Zahra' bi nt 

RasCililiah [the Prophet Muhammad], 1 He was born in 1780 A.D, There are two 

vie ws on hi s birthplace. The guardians or his shrine say that hi s birth place is Lantu 

in I i'at 2 Howeve r, Husse in Ahmed stated that the birthplace was Mataqa li:iya, also 

in I fa t. 3 He was born into a reli gious Muslim famil y; hi s father was Ay Muhammad 

ibn Sayy id 'Abdurrahrnan and hi s mother Radi yyah (or Mardi yya h according to 

sO lll e informants ). Fthnically he was or AI'gobba ol'igin, He grew up ill an 

env ironmen t where Islamic education prevai led. 

When he was eight years old , he began Qur'anic studies at Amoy Melesay in 

801'ana under the local Muslim scholar Shayk h ' Ibrahim . He was a chi ld prodigy, 

and cO lllpleted and memori zed th e Hol y Qur'an within one yea r. When hi s teacher 

asked him to pmnounce the Arabic letters he pronounced onl y th e letter bfi: When 

hi s teacher ordered him to say the rest of the letters that he had learned and 
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went to hi s enemy in the form of a hye na . But hi s enemy had anticipated that the 

former mi ght come to him disgui sed as a hyena or another wi ld anima l. I-Ience, he 

was always ready to protect himse lf ti'om any sudden attack. Accordingly, when 

th e former came to the latter' s home in the fo rm of a hye na in order to attac k him , 

hi s enemy was I'eady and killed him IiI's!. 

After the ki lling, the dead man's family appea led the case to Mufti OawOd, and th e 

Muft i rul ed that th e kil ler must pay divvah to the t~\Il1i1y. According to Shaykh 

Muza t~\I', the Mul'ii ga ve his decision based on hi s knowledge that both part ies (the 

killer and the ki ll ed) knew each other we ll so that both of th em knew that they had 

the power of transformation. However, Shaykh Busra's tutor objected to the 

Mufti' s deci sion. The tutor sa id that the kill er did not have to pay divyah to th e 

famil y of the victim. This is because the kil ler did not kill a person but rather a 

\v il d animal, and accordi ng to Sarl'ah an yone wh o kills a wild animal is neve l' 

ob liged to pay anything fo r the killing unl ess the animal is under the protect ion of 

some othe r pe rson. Concern ing th is, Husse in Ahmed said "There are no deta il s on 

the I'espect ive pos it ion ta ken b)l the two scholars on the matter. "!' Howe ver, from 

my int(lrmant I was able get the detail s on the res pecti ve positions taken by the two 

scho lars. Note also that Shayk h Muhayddin Ahmad, now guardian of the shrine of 

Gata, di sputes the story, objecting that Shaykh Busra lived many yea rs after Mufti 

Oawiid , so that theX cou ld not possib ly ha ve met 7 

A fter thi s di spute, Shaykh Busra and his tutor, accompanied by other students, left 

Daway and trave led to the neighboring countl'y of Sudan. After a journey of three 

months they arri ved at Omdu rman. There he comp leted hi s ed ucation and rece ived 

the title Shaykh tj'om hi s tutor ,x 
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In Sudan they met the head of the Sammaniyyah Suti TarTqah, Sayyid Ahmad at-

Tayyib ibn BasTr (died 1824 A.D.). He we lcomed them and treated them we ll , 

advising Shay kh Busra' s tutor to settl e there as a teacher and advising Shay kh 

Busra to go to Su fi schoo l for tra ining and initi at ion. The Sudanese mystic became 

an intimate J'ri end to him 1'1'0 ;11 that time on and reveal ed to him th e 'asrar (inner 

sec rets) of th e Qadiri yyah ord er. He told Shay kh Busra that all that was requil'ed of 

him was to rc til'c to a cavc nea r Khartoum in order to rec ite and study th e 

Sammaniyyah dhikr (rite ) and its ritual s. I had a chance to visit that cave when I 

we nt to Sudan to coll ec t th e primary data for thi s thes is, but I was not all owed to 

take photographs of the cave due to th eil' great respect for it. 

According to Husse in Ahmed, Shaykh Busra li ved in Sudan for twenty- fi ve years. 

Ho wever, some informants told me that he is beli eved to have li ved there onl y 

three years; and ~ome onl y say that he li ved th ere for a long peri od.') 

While he was in Sudan he had the chance to study a wide range or subj ects, among 

them geometry, survey ing, Arabic grammd r and literature, phil osophy, logic etc . 

Because o j' his Illodern secul ar learnin g, hi s wo rks are especia ll y interesting to ali 

who have both a reli gious and an academi c background . This will become clear 

when we look at hi s literary wo rks in the nex t chapter. 

After compl eting hi s educati on and training In Sudan, he traveled to Mecca to 

perform the pil grim age (Haj.i) and get addi tional learning. There he met Sayy id 

Muhammad ' Uthman al-Mirghani , from whom he rece ived th e I( hatmi yya h 

[arTqah. Muhammad 'Uthillan a lso entrusted him with a mi ss ion to exert hi s efforts 

for the cause of Islam, and gave hiln hi s blessings fo r success w He re turned to 



Eth iopia via Massawa and proceeded to the interior. He arri ved at Sire in Tigray 

where he married two local women named Bafta and Taybah, who bore him two 

daughters named Maymlll1ah and Nafisah. Then he wen t to GondaI' and met the 

great sc hol ar and woliyv (Saint) Shaykh Ali Gondar. It is sa id that Shaykh Ali 

prophesied that Haj i Busra would tinall y settle in an area where the names of 

persons and places began with the Arabic letter hir.11 These names (in addition to 

hi s own name and the name of his wife Bafta) were: 

• The ri ver found near his center is Borkanna 

• The name or the nearby plain is B~ikke 

• The governor of the region was named Birru 

• The governor's wite's nan;e was Birritu 

The guardi an of the shr'ine, Haji Muhyaddin Ahmad, composed an Amharic poem 

includ in g these names as rollows: 
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He lived in asceticism jor 25 vears; . , 

He came by the nickname .be '. 

Those who were surnamed with ba are 6. 

Borkai1l1o and Bakke make two 

Birru and Birritu makejOur 

His name BUSra makes five 

His Wife Baffa makes six. I! 

The informants implicitl y indicated that Sayyid Busra preferred south ern Wollo 

over hi s own birth place because of the prevalence of rel igious disputes between 

him and hi s countrymen; he even cursed the people and the land. I) In relat ion to 

this, Trimi ngha m notes that sa ints "were rarely ... bol'll amongst the people in 

whose territory thei l' shl'ines are situated."I .1 

No sooner he settl ed in Gata than he began an extens ive program of Islam ic 

education and Ara bi c language. In this way he tu rned the area into an act ive center 

of Islamic sc holarshi p and propagation comparabl e with th e famou s one at 
I' Dawway. ) In Yemen he had a special reputation in the field of Islam ic 

monotheism (Tawliid); Yemeni students mov ing to Ethiopia we l'e advi sed to take 

their ti rst course in TawhTd unde r hi s tute lage. II, 

Dl11'ing hi s lifetime, he produced 12,000 students including prominent Muslim 

scholars of Wollo like Shaykh Sonkiyy, Shaykh Jamal ad-Din al-' Anniy etc . 
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Accord ing to the guardi an of hi s shrine, Sayyid l:3u sra is said to have produced li ve 

hundred books which contributed to th e ex pans ion or Islam in Woll o and in 

Ethi op ia in ge nera l. However, few o r his books can be found today in the shrine or 

in the hands of indi vidua ls. 

The hagiograph ica l so urce revea ls the prominence or Haji l:3usra in the intellectual 

life of the Woll o Muslim s. Thi s is because he was authorized to asse mble reli gious 

notab les li-o lll all ove r Woll o l'or lega l and rel igious di scourse at Gata; thi s in lUrn 

conlirmedthe place as the lead ing center of Islamic scholarship and Sayyid Busra 

as the most re nowned scholar in southern Wollo. 

Haji Busra was coll siderd the most Orthodox schola r among hi s contemporaries in 

southern Wollo; he taught in accordance with the st ri ct interpretation of the hol y 

Qm'an and th e Hadith . He gave especia l emphas is to Ta whid ; he taught the peop le 

to refrain h-om pol ytheism because of the widespread supersti tious wOI-shi p of 

Cac;(;u (incell se burner), chi ckens, stones, and trees, which are forbidden in Islam. 

In combating these, he used both peace ful and coercive means; l'or example, he is 

sa id to have cut down trees whi ch were worshipped by the peop le and somet imes 

he went directl y to the pepple to pe rsuade them aga inst polytheism. 17 Thi s indi cates 

the lax ity and the prevalence or pagan rites in the religious life or southern Wo ll o 

at hi s tim e. Moreo ve r, it shows the weak hold or Orthodox teaching in the area . He 

condemned the admi ration of Chal. which paradoxically became the instrument of 

Du 'ij' (prayer) among hi s descendants and successors. He said : "(,hul is use less 

because some people. if:hey pray an d chew, will sto p althe momen t o r sp illing it 

OUt. "I X I-li s I-eason fo r say ing thi s is that some Muslims venerated Chat and 

believed that chewing it ac tuall y enhanced th e effecti veness of prayer. 
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During his lifetime, he did not chew ('hal and discouraged others around him f!'Olll 

chewing it. Moreover, he did not a ll ow drums in any Islamic ceremonies in Gata 

because he considered it as a musica l illstrument. Hi s stri ctness and hi gh eth ica l 

and reli gious standards arousecl the jea lousy and oppos ition not onl y of the 

traditi onal c leri cs (Qallec'a) and the rural rec iters of th e Qur 'an, but also of the 

exorcists, whose act ivities he a lso condemn ed: On the other hand, some of the 

contemporary chie fs, suc h as Birru Lu bo of Qa ll u and the chi efs of Albukko and 

Daway, he ld him in Illuch awe and respect. He was on es pecia ll y good terms with 

Birru , who attended to hi s needs and requests. I') 

Miracles of AI-Haji BuSril 

Saints are Ill en who are believed to be chosen by God during their lifetime and who 

conti nue afte r their death to prov ide a lin k between God and the material world 

throu gh their /)orakuh (mirac ul ous power) , whi ch enab les them to contact the 

esoteric wor ld.'" it is be lieved that they tru ly have the power to work miracles. The 

Orthodox view, on the contr"r)" condclllns " ni irac le wo rking" as a heret ica l beli ef 

and prac tice, argu in g th &t nowhe re in the hol y Qur'an dnd Hadith did Allah Ill ake 

the work ing of Ill irac les a sti pul ati on for be ing Waliyy." 

AI-H aji Busra is be li eved to have per forillcd many Illirac les th at 1ll8de hilll po pu lar 

aillong hi s descendants and fo ll owers. Interestingly, hi s Illirac les have a stri king 

reseillblance with the mirac les or Mu 'jizii l of the prophets in the holy scri ptures of 

Islalll , whi ch in turn casts dou bt on th eir authenticity. Indeed, nothing is written 

about his power of working Ill irac les nor do Mus lilll scholars prese nt the Illirac les 

of Haji l3usra in an exagge rated way: I·athel· , it is the be li ef of the ignorant masses 

and th e guardi ans of the shrine. Most of these Illirac les have been co llected fro m 

devotees in di ffere nt pa rts 01' Woll o by the present guardi an rega rdl ess of their 

authentici ty and the soc ial background of the info rman ts, Therefore, as 
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Trimingham pointed out in general, few or the mirac les of Haj i Busra seem 

convincing and many or them are either derormed or exagge l'ated accounts 

fabr icated by the fo ll owers or the saint. " However, it is through his miracles 

passed [i'om ge nerat ion to generation that the shrine of Gata continues to exist. 

Nobody in Gata feel s he has a ri ght to speculate over the mirac les; rather, they 

accept them blindl y as if they rea ll y happened. The followers ofHaji Busra be li eve 

that the saint trul y worked miracles during hi s lifetime and even after hi s death. 

Some of these are I isted as follows: 

I . Restoring the dead to life: This includes both humans and animals. 

2. The myth of fire: It is widei y believed that things and humans that have ei ther 

been touched by Il aji l-3u sra or ha ve arri ved in the place of the saint cannot be 

harmed by he II Ii reo 

3. Conversing wi th angels 

4. Power or levitation : The ab ility to ri se and n Oa! in the air without any phys ical 

support. 

5. Power or ki lling: It is said that the sain t had the power of ki lling those who 

attempted to chall enge him. 

6. Power of commanding the jinn 

7. Stopping the no w ora rive r 

8. Power orreturning s ight to the blind 

9. Power of causing barren women to concei ve ,) 
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CHAPTER FIVE 

PHILOLOGICAL DESCRIPTION AND CATALOG OF SELECTED 

MANUSCRIPTS OF HAJI BU8M 

As indicated in the previous chapter, Haji Busra is said to have produced fi ve 

hundred books, wh ich contr ibuted to the expansion of Islam in Wo ll o and in 

Ethi op ia in general. All the manusCl'ipts were written in Arab ic, according to oral 

trad iti on, However, few of these books are to be found in hi s shrine or in the 

possess ion of individual s, It is impossible to present and study a ll the manusc ripts 

of Haji Busra in th is study, Therefore, as mentioned in chapter one, this study 

focuses on nine of Haji Busra's manuscripts, These are: 

I, Holy Qur'an 

2, Hadiqat al-' ikh wan 

), Minhat al -'i lahi yyahy 

4, Kasf al-haqii'iq 

5, Tanl.i h a l-mujarrad min qawl-in wa-I -'amal 

6, Miskat al-'anwar fi sital a l-l11ukhtar 

7, Kitab al-hikam 

8, Nafahat az-za man 

9,'Anqa magrib II ma ' rif~lt al-'aw li ya' wa-sClms al -magri b 
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Common philological featurcs of the manuscripts 

All of the manuscripts are written with traditional pen on thick brown parchmen t. 

The copy ist used both red and black ink , made from red clay and black ash mixed 

with gum; black is used fo r the normal text, and I'ed is mostl y used for chapter and 

sub-chapter head ings, for the word All ah, and for the phrase "peace and blessing 

upon the Prophet Mu hammad". The ink is very clear and readab le, Manuscripts 4-

8 are bound together in success ion in a single book. The binding is made of 

ca rdboard and hard leather and is cove red with ye ll ow cloth. Both the front and the 

back cove rs are present. The siz.e of the binding is 18x24cm. 

All the manuscripts ha ve two col umns. The pages in al l of them are written both 

recto and verso. Al l or th e manusnipts except the Holy Qur'iin have notes on some 

pages, occurring in any of the four margins or between the lines. All the 

manuscripts are in classical Arabic, excep t for sma ll parts ofman usCl'ipt 9. 

In manusc ripts 1-3 page numbers are written in Arabic numeral s on both verso and 

recto o l'every page. Manusc ripts 4-9 ha ve no page nu mbers at all. The text in all of 

the manusc ripts is comp lete. All of the manusc ripts except the Hol y Qur'iin 

manuscript co i1Clude with the phrase: $0//0 A//6hu 'a/a nobijivino wa-sayyidino 

Muhammad. "Peace be upon our Prophet and our Master Muhammad". Somet imes 

this is preceded by the exp li c it statement: wa-qae! lal11l11a a/-kilo/?./i yawll1 .... 

"[NowJ the book is completed on the day or ... ". 

" J,) 



For sO l1l e (Ilot all) or the nH1nll s'-: I'ipts, thc date is givc n in the form of abj~ldivyah : 

each letter or the Ar:lb'i.c :,Jplwhl,t is assigned a standard numerical equiva lent 

(a/iF I, bii '=2 . ./1111=3, etc. ). and the year is thus written as a combination of lettel's 

rather than wi th the norma! ,Arab ic num eral sy mbol s, 

In all of the manusc l'ipts except the Holy Qur'an, the fi rst and last pages of the 

manuscript are decorated ill tl'i angul al' form, The triangular decoration at the 

beginning shows (he title (Ji' the man usc ript and the author. The triangular 

o decomtion at the end shows th e date of wri ting of the manuscript, sometime in 

normal Ar<lbic Illllliera ls, so metimes in abjadiYJ,ah , and sometimes spelled out)n 

) 

, 
words, 

1. Holy QUr'iill 

i. General introuuction and signilicance of the manuscript: 

The manuscript is a copy e)1' the Hol y Qur'an, It is compri scd 01' thirty short 

manuscripts, <:llCh of whi ch is one ./uz' (standard section) of the Qur'an, The 

division of the Qm'an into thirty parts of equa l length is standard throughout the 

Muslim world, Apparf~ ntl y Hai i lJusra decided to write each part as a separate short 

manusc ri pt in order to make the Qur'an ehs ier to read and study, To my knowledge, 

other aJ~d ear li er Ethi opian 1~1anu sc ripts of the Qur'an do not split the text into 

different manusCl'ipts in this way; the idea seems to have been original with Haj i 

Busra, It is also important to >tress the beauty or the design and the handwriting 

of Ethiopian Mus lim scho lar~ compared to that of many non-Ethiopian Arab 

Musli m scho lars in the 191h centu rv, 
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ii. Physical material: 

Binding: The thirty shari manuscripts are bound together in the form of a book. 

The binding is of cardboard and hard leather. The manuscripts are sewn together 

and both the front and the back covers are present. 

Pages: Each sub-manuscript Uuz ' ) has exactly 28 pages. 

Size: The size of the pages of the manuscript is 15x 17cm and the size of th e 

binding is 17x22cm. 
\ 

iii. Overall condition of the manuscript: 

• Although the covers are preserved, and the sewing is firm and strong, the edges 

of the pages are slightly ripped. However, thi s does not affect the written text at 

all. 

• The paper is not ve ry brittle or dirty, which makes the book easy to read. 

iv. Page layout of the manuscript: 

• Page numbers: top of the pages. 

• The top, bottolll , right , and left margins of eac h page of the book are decorated, 

as can' be clearly seen on the digital photos of the manuscript (see appendix). 

• The margins on each page measure IOcm. 

• There is a header at lhe top Qf the first page of eachjuz: i.e. of each of the thirty 

sub-manuscripts. If thejuz' begins a new sura, this header gives the name of 

that sura and the number of verses. For example, the first juz' begins with the 

Fati~a, and the header reads: sura/ a/-Fa/iNi sab '/./ (Iyii/ -in makkiY)Joh "sunl 211-

Fatiha [has] seven verses (and was re vealed] in Mecca". 

• The width of the written surface on the page is 7clll. 
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• Red ink is used for the end of each verse and to indicate the long vowel of 

Arabic al if "a", which in the Qur'anic text is added above the consonantal rasm . 

• The first page of the book only has seven lines, but all the other pages of the 

manusc ript have eight lines. 

v. Style of writing: 
\ 

• The size of the letters is medium, which makes the manuscript easy to read. 

vi. Date of the manuscript: 

• None is given. 

vii. Content of the manuscript: 

• Each manuscript is onejuz ' of the Holy Qur'an. 

2. I:Iadiqat al-'ikhwan 

i. General intmduction and significance of the manuscript: 

It is a book of 'iman (fa ith) written by Haj i Busra. In thi s theo logical work Haji 

Busra dealt with how Mu s! ims acquire faith in Allah. Also it shows the way to 

prove the existence of Allah . 

ii. Physical material: 

Binding: The manusc ript is bound as a book. The binding is made of ca rdboard 

and hard leather, and is covered by ye ll ow cloth. Both the front and the back 

covers are present. 

Pages : The manusc ript has 101 pages. 

Size: The size of the pages is 15 x24cIll and the size of the bi nd ing is 17x24cm. 
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iii. Overall condition of the manuscript: 

• The paper is not very brittl e or dirty, whi ch makes the manuscript easy to read. 

iv. Page layout of the manuscript: 

• Page num bers: bottom of each page . 

• The width of the written surface on the page is 12cm. 

• The first page has nineteen lines; all the other pages have twenty-four lines. 

v. Style of writing : 

• The size of the letters is medium, whi ch makes the manu sc ri pt easy to read. 

vi. Date of the manuscript: 

• 1315 A.I-I., as written out in words on page 100 of the manuscript. 

vii. Content of the mailUscript : 

• It deal s with '[man (faith) and briefl y di scusses how a Muslim beli eves in Allah. 

It gives various arguments that prove the ex istence of All ah. In most of the 

content of the manuscript the writer uses Quranic verses and Hadith to 

strengthen hi s argument. Finally the writer defines and briefly di scusses the 

sahadatayn (the two testimonies) of Islam, which are the two hal ves of the text 

la 'ilaha 1/[{ Allah Muhammadun rastil Allah "there is no God except All ah, 

Mohammad is hi s messenger". He al so di scusses the nature or the relation 

between Allah and his se rvants (Muslims). 

3. Minl,lat al-'ilahiyyah 

i. General introduction and signilicancc of the manu script : 

This book deals with Islamic philosophy and the ethi cs of Sufi sm. 
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ii. Phys ical mate rial : 

Binding: T he manu script is bound as a boo k . . Th e binding is made of card board 

and hard leather. Both the li'o nt and the back covers are present. 

Pages : The manu script has 140 pages. 

S ize: T he size of the' pages is 15x24cm and the s ize of the bind ing is 20x24cm. 

iii. Overall condition of the manuscript: 

• All three unbound edges o f eac h page of the manu script are burnt and ripped . 

• There are so me added bl ank pages at the beginning and e nd of the Ill anuscri pt, 

sewn together wi th the rest of the book. 

• T he paper is not very brittle. In spi te of the dirtiness of the paper, the manuscript 

is easy to read. 

iv. Page layout of the manuscript: 

• Page numbers: both at th e top and th e bottom of eac h page (redundantl y). 

• T he width of the written surface on the page is 12cm. 

• The first page has nineteen lines; all the other pages have twe nty-fi ve lines. 

v. Style of writing: 

• The size of the letters is medium , whi ch makes the manusc ri pt easy to read. 

vi. Date of the manuscript: 

• None is g iven. 

vii. Content of the manuscript: 

It dea ls with Islam ic phil osophy in educat ion, way of li fe etc . The book also 

indi cates the true ethi cs of Sufi sm as opposed to the fa lse and unacceptab le 

ethi cs whi ch some Sufi s cons ider as good ethi cs of Sufi sm and which have been 
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wrongly handed down from ge neration to generation, As in the pl'evlous 

manuscri pt, he cites Qur'anic ve rses and HadTth to support his points, 

4. Kasf al-l:J.aqa'iq 

i. Gener'al introduction and significance of th e manuscript: 

It is the first of five manuscripts (no, 4-8) whi ch are bou nd together. This book 

discusses all the basic principles, of Islamic jurisprudence and their way of 

application, by pres.::n ting various arguments from the founders of the vario us 

madhiihib (schoo ls of Islamic juri spruden~e), 

ii. Physical mateJ'ial: 

Binding: see common philological features of the manuscripts, 

Pages: The manuscript has 48 pages, 

S ize: The size of the pages is 15x24cm, 

iii . Overa ll condition of the manuscr-ipt: 

• The paper is not very brittle, In spite of the dirtiness of the paper, the manuscript 

is easy to read, 

iv. Page layout of the manuscript: 

• The width of the wri tlen ~ urface on the page is 15cm, 

• The first page has nineteen lines; all the other pages have twenty-two lines, 

v. Style of writing: 

• The size of the letters is small , but the manuscript is easy to read, 

vi. Date of the manusc l'ipt: 

• 1247 A,H" as given on the last page of the manuscript. 
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vii. Content of the manuscript: 

• It gives a bri ef desc ripti on of Islami c j ur isprudence and its applicati on heginning 

with wu(Kt ' (ablution) and enning with the Islami c code regarding theft. 

5. Tanzih al-mujarrad min qawlin wa-I-'amal 

i. General introduction and significance of the manuscript : 

This is the second of the fi ve manuscripts. It gives answers to questions and 

mi sunderstandings regarding Islam and its principles. The signifi cance of the 

manuscript is indi cating the proper mode of answering religious questi ons and the 

system of propagating Islam to non-Muslims. 

ii. Physical material : 

Binding:. see comm on philo logical features of the inanuscripts. 

Pages: The manuscript has 52 pages. 

Size: The size of the pages is ISx24cm . 

iii. Overall condition of the manuscript: 

• The paper is very brittl e and very dirty, which makes the manuscript hard to 

read. 

iv. Page layout of the manuscript: 

• The width of the written surface on the page is IScm. 

• The first page has nineteen lines; all the other pages have twenty-two lines. 

v . Style of writing: 

• The size of the letters is small , whi ch makes the manuscript hard to read. 
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vi. Date of the manuscript : 

• 1240 A.H. , as g iven on the last page of the manuscript In the form of 

'abjadiyyah. 

v ii. Content of the manusc ript: 

It is a refutation of misconceptions about Islam. For example: the question of the 

Trinity, chew ing Chat, worshiping many gods as mediators toward approaching 

Allah etc. It c ites arg umerits of va ri ous leading Sufi an d non-Sufi scholars . 

6. Miskat al-'anwar fi ~ifiit al-mukhtar 

i. General introduction and significance of the manuscript: 

Thi s book g ives the hiography and brief descriptio n of the perso nality of the 

Prophet Mohammed. It illu strates the style used by Ethiop ian Muslims in writing 

bi ography. 

ii. Physical material : 

Binding: see commo n philological features of the manuscripts. 

Pages : The manuscript has 35 pages. 

Size: The size o f the pages is ISx24cm. 

iii. Overall cOlldition of the manuscript : 

• The paper is very brittle and very dirty , whi ch makes the manuscript hard to 

read . 

iv. Page layout of the manuscript: 

• The width of the wri tten ~urface on the page is IScm. 

• The first page has nineteen lines; all the other pages have twenty-six lines. 
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v. Sty le of writing: 

• Tht: size ol'the :ctl.t:I'S is <; 111:1 11. whi ch mak.:s the manll sc ript hard to I'ead. 

vi. Date of tlie manuscripl : 

• 1237 A.I-I. , as writ ten out in word s :Itthe end or the Illanuscr ipt. 

vii. Co ntent of tlie m:1nus(Ti pt: 

• It is a description or the pCI'son:llity of' the Pl'op het Mu~amillad iil hiS cOlll muni ty 

in Mecca ,1I1d Medina . !! :llsl) CLlll!<lins the genealogical chain (. ism/d) 0 1' rhe 

Prophet Mllharnl11ad, It , Ii,cu:;;;cs Ilis elld urance when the peop le of Mecca 

attacked him ;:t the bC t2 il1n in g o i' hi s preac hing or Islam hi s leadel'shlp after he 

establi shed f\ledinJ as th e li;'s: Islam:!.' , talt:, 

7. Kiti'ib al-1.likam 

i. G('nc ral introduction :lnd s ignillcancc of the manuscript: 

It is :1 book 01' Arabic pro\' crl>s by var ioll s l~lIllOU S Muslim scho lal's with bl'ief 

exp lanation:;, It was ol'igill;ti:y written by ibn ' A\a' 'Allah Ahillad ibn Muhalllillad 

ibn ' Abd ai-Karim, The prese nt copy and annotati ons were Illade by Haji Busra. 

The rnanll sCI'ipt sho ws ho I\' I i:lj i I3l1 s r~ was interested in co llecting Arabic pro verbs 

and hi s abilit y in ~ivi ng C.xpl:1I1~ lti ()n s 1'01' thelll, Such Arabic pl'Ovcrbs al'e useful tal' 

strengthening our knowkdge or th e Arab ic language, A min or problem of thi s 

manu sCl' ipt is that il does n() t gil": any inrormat:on about the number or proverbs it 

cO lltail:s, 

ii. Physicfll material: 

Binding: ~~ i:' l' o:nmOil rhil ll iog ic: d katlll'es ol'the marLi scri pts, 

Pages: The 1I1 ~11l: scri?t hns 20 pages, 
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Size: The size of the prig.: , is I 'i ';:~4c Jl1. 

iii. Overall condition of 111<' Ill<lnl !scrip l: 

• The paper is vel'Y brillic' :11lc! vcry diny, which makes the Illanll script hard to 

read. 

iv. Page layo ut of the man ll sc ripl: 

• The width o f the written su rface on Ihe page is 15cm. 

• The firsl page has ninetcell lines; alltbe other pages have twenty-six lines. 

v. Style of writing: 

r. The size of 1I1e letters is slmdl, wh ich makes the manuscript hard to read . 

vi. Dat~ of th~ manusc ript : 

• Copied ill the month 01' ,Vll: i.l<lITHIll 1280 A.H. 'fh e date is wr itten at the end in 

the form of 'objor/iy)'oh. 

vii. Content of the manusClipt : 

It is a book or Arab ic proVL:rbs by iillllOUS Musl iill schola rs with brief explanations. 

Most of them are by leading Sufi leaders in the Muslim world like the Moroccan 

Suti leader MuhyaddTn Ibn al -' Arab:yy. The proverbs foclis on general ethics and 

educat ion. 

8. Nafal:1at az-zaman 

i. General intro(!uctioll and significance of the manusc ript : 

This book presents the m~j()r historical events that took place in the reign of 'Imam 

M:thdi of Sudan in the 19'h c~lltury 



ii. Physical material: 

Binding: sec C0l111110n pl -, iI,)lo:,;ica l le8 tu,-es or the manuscripts, 

Pages: The l11anuscript ha s 35 P"g,.:s, 

Size: The size of the page's i" 1 )x24cl11, 

iii. Overall cond ition of the IllrtllllScript: 

• The paper is very bl'i tl i<: ,Ind v..:ry dirty, which makes the manuscript hard to 

read, 

) iv. Pllge layout of the manllscript: 

• Th(; width of the \vr it l.l?n surl:lce on the page is 15cm, 

• The first page has nineteen lines; all the oth(' r pages have twenty-six lines, 

v. Style of writing: 

• The size of tile k uel's i, ''In,,l l, wh ich makes the manuscript hard to n~ad, 

vi. Date of the manll script: 

• Copied in the 1l10nth of RabT' al-'A wwal 1280 A,H,; the date is written at the end 

in the forl11 of 'abjadiyyoh, 

vii. Content of the manuscript: 

It is a collection of major hi storical events that took place during the time of the 

Mahdi of Sudan, it discussed how and when 'Imam Mahdi began to fight the 

colonial powers in order to protect the sovereignty of hi s country, The manusc ript 

describes the personality of' 'Imam Mahdi of Sudan, discussing both hi s leadership 

and hi s ~oci ~1i Ii I':: al11 ong, ili s so ldiers and peop le, 
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9. 'Anqa magrib fi ma'rifat al-'awliya' wa-sams al-magrib 

i. General introduction and significance of the manuscript: 

This book presents short biographies of leading Sufis and Muslim scho lars of 

Africa. 

ii. Physical material: 

Binding: The manuscript is bound in the form of a book. The binding is made of 

cardboard and hard leather. Both the front and the back covers are present. 

Pages: The manuscript has 75 pages. 

Size: Tht: size of the pages is 15x24cm and the size of the binding is 20x24cm . 

iii. Overall condition of the manuscript: 

• The paper is very brittle and very ditty, which makes the manuscript hard to 

read. 

iv. Page layout of the manuscl'ipt: 

• The width of the written surface on the page is 12cm. 

• The manuscript has two columns. 

• The first page has nineteen lines; all the other pages have twenty-eight lines. 

v. Style of writing: 

• The size of the letters is small, which makes the manuscript hard to read . 

vi. Date of the manuscript: 

• 1275 A.H., written in normal Arabic numerals on the last page. 

vii. Language of the manuscript: 

The language of the manuscript is Arabic. But there are strange and unidentified 

letters in the text on some of the pages. The writer added a comment about these 
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letters: /lUI/I 'u/'i/(I !ifti/h(/ ol-kllilll 1I'C/-/, -/,{/lllZ l)la~/ilkka hurii/ii/1U lva-qara 'ohu 

fainnahll Iis/cii/h i 'ai" kll//i I!. il-i!l l"{/~/; kll//i (1M (Whosoever recognizes thi s 

scri pt allli can (iL:cip hL'r il c klier, :lIld read it, he is indeed Illy teacher in each and 
) 

every situ<1tioll) , 

viii . Content or the Illanl! scr ipl : 

It conta: ns shol,t bjogmphil's or th e Prophet Muhammed and of various leading 

Sufi leaclers of Afri ca, 
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letters: //11/// 'wilc / hiidh(l (ll-khull 1I '(/ - I"- mlllZ wa)c/kka {nll"ii(mlll \vo-qara 'ahu 

!olnl1ohll )/.I' /Ildhi '01[1 kll//i hil-i!l I','n)i kll//i 17M (Whosoever recognizes this 

script ami ca ll ckcipher it ~ kIter , :'lIlci rt:ad it, he is indeed Ill y teacher ill each alld 
c 

every situat ion), 

v iii. Co nte llt or the 1l1<tIlI! sc: ript: 

It conta:ll s sho l,t biograpllil'S or the Prophet Mu l) all1 ll1ed and of va ri ous leading 

Sufi leaders of Ahi ca, 
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CHAPTER SIX 

SUMMARY 

Relati ve ly few studies I,ave been done on the contribution of Ethiopian Muslim 

scholars to the development of Ethiopia and the hi story of its literature in the past 

centuri es. Recentl y the life and works of some of these Muslim scholars have 

begun to be studi ed here ilt th e Department of Lingui sti cs and Philology in Addi s 

Ababa Uni ve rsity. Among those Ethiopian Muslims who contributed in thi s way, 

we find Shaykh Sayyid Busra Ay Mohammed of Gata (Sayyid a l-Ba'). In my th es is 

I have preseilled a catalog of nine of hi s selected manusc ripts. 

I di vided the thes is into li ve chapters. In chapter one I gave a general iniroduction 

to the thes is, including the background of the study, rev iew of related literature, 

objecti ves lll' the stud y and methodology. Chapter two dealt with two topi cs, th e 

geographical locat ion and the Islamization of Southern Wollo. When we look at 

Islamic hi story in Ethiopia, Islamic heritage was preserved and transferred from 

ge nermi oJ1 to generati on in large part by Sufi tarlqa/J, and Haji Busra was one of 

th e leading Suli s in Soutlw rn Wollo. In chapter thrcc I gave a brief introducti on to 

Sufism and its orders (Turuq). In chapter fom I presented the biography of Haji 

Busra including hi s education , travels to neighboring Sudan and Mecca, re lig ious 

character, and hi s mil·ac les. In chapter fi ve I gave a brief philological desc ription 

and catalog or selec ted manuscripts of Haji Busra. Finall y, I summarize my thes is 

in chapter six. 
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3.4. The Schoo l of AI-Hanba li yyah 

3.5. Chronology of the schools 

3.1 The School of AI-I:J:a natiyya h 

It was founded by Abu Hanifah An-Nu'man ibn Tabit ibn ZClt iyy, who was born 

in KClfah (in 699 A. D) He was ori gina ll y I'rom Persia. He lived an d stud ied for 

many yeal's in Kufah and th en we nt to Baghdad where he li ved unti l hi s death in 

767 A.D. He was the Oill y one of the school founders who knew perso nall y the 

compani ons of the Prophet Mo hammed, inc luding 'Anas ibn Ma li k, ' Abdull ah 

ibn ' Ubay, Suhay l ibn Sa'd As-Sa' idi yy, Abu Tufayl 'Ami r ibn Wa ' ilah H' 

First he stud ied 'i/m o/-ka/am (scho lastic th eo logy), and based on th is subj ect he 

wrote hi s lirst book, A/~jiqh A/- 'akba,., Later he studi ed Islamic juri sprudence 

under the great shaykhs Hanl mad ibn Abi Salamah, Ibrahim ibn Yazid An­

Nakha' iyy . '7 Afte r he completed hi s studi es un der these shayk hs he began 

preparing hi s schoo l 01 ' Islami c jUI· isprud encc. Hi s principle orju risprudence was 

based on arri ving at rel igious dec isions th ro ugh a,.-mji (personal opinion). Thi s 

does not mean that he did 'not use all the other basic sources and methods o f 

research in Islamic juri :; prlldence; he used these meth ods where poss ible, but 

sometimes there we re cases whi ch did not have any app li cab le precedent in the 

basic sources orj uri sprudence, 

Hi s schoo l remained an oral one during hi s lifetime, but after hi s death hi s students 

wrote down all hi s teachings and op ini ons. or these studen ts, the most im ponant in 

writing down the AI-Hana li yyah schoo l or Islamic juri sprudence were Ya'qlib ibn 


	MX-M464N_20191015_194820
	MX-M464N_20191015_194855
	MX-M464N_20191015_194928
	MX-M464N_20191015_195139
	MX-M464N_20191015_195252
	MX-M464N_20191015_195320
	MX-M464N_20191015_195354
	MX-M464N_20191015_195452
	MX-M464N_20191015_195512
	MX-M464N_20191015_195556
	MX-M464N_20191015_195647
	MX-M464N_20191015_195713
	MX-M464N_20191015_195729
	MX-M464N_20191015_195803
	MX-M464N_20191015_195829
	MX-M464N_20191015_195909
	MX-M464N_20191015_195943
	MX-M464N_20191015_200004
	MX-M464N_20191015_200041
	MX-M464N_20191015_200104
	MX-M464N_20191015_200133
	MX-M464N_20191015_200151
	MX-M464N_20191015_200208

