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ABSTRACT ThiG otudy is an atter:lpt to identify the a r eas of 

differcnce c bctneen the details of the constitutent 

structure B of the two ma jor parts (noun phrase s a n d ve r b 

phraDes ) of Awharic a nd English sentences . :J.~ h e ... "hole study has been covered in s ix chapters. 

At the initi ~l stege , a revi ew of al l available studies 

on Amharic <ond lC nglis h sentences in gener a l and on the 

contr~G t of the details of the constituent structures of 

the sen~ence G of the two languages in particular has been 

made. Ii1 cll<'.p t c r t wo a nd thr ee the cons tituent struc ture'" 

of A','haric ,end English sent ences ha ve been descri bed <ond 

the n cOlltr~cted in chapter four. In the last cha pter 

conc J.us i ons, f indings and recommendat ions h ave been p rov:i. ded . 

The study on the whole indic a tes that the constituent 

eturctur8 of Amharic and English have synt&ct i c 

char acte rict ics in common but it a l so shows th~t the r e a r e 

diffe r enceD when these f ea tures a r e analyse d i n det ~il s . 

The study recommends that a wide a nd exh&ustive s tudy 

Amha ric be c a rried out in order to contras t it adequ ate lY­

of! 

.t~ t hat o f ~nglish. 
'/Il-
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\ 

\ 

\ 
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CHAPTER I 

I NTh 0 D U C T ION 

1. 0 . ;.,IJ.'f.T:"";;"iEWr GF THE PROBLL~'1 AND RBVIK~-~ OF n~~L;;'TED LITERATURE . "- --...... . -- ----~----- .... -.. - ,.~ .- ~ ..... - .. ~ 

1 . 0 .0 St a tement of the problem: The pur p os e of this 

stu~y i s to expl ore if there a re differenc es between the ~et~il s 

of '~hc cODGtituent structures of Amharic &nd Engl i ch oent enc8s . 

J. _O. J. . Jmportance of the study: The l~nguageB which ~re 

ni 0s1y uced in Ethiopia a re Amharic and Engl i sh . ~Qhar ic 28 t he 

nat iol18.1 l <.~nGu.nge of the count r y is spoken i n nIl the Ac.nini [jtr ;::~ tive 

1 Reci on;; of the country. L1 the sphere of educC1tion , Ai:lharic i s 

thG L18(,iui] of ins true tion in the element a ry s chools Dn d it is :_'.18 0 

t2u~ht ~s a s ubject in the secondary schools o f Ethiopi~. 

~nGl i sh , wh i ch is the second official l a n gu cgc of Ethiopia , 

serV8C ~s a means of communication with the rest of the world. 

Development::3 in sc i e nce Clnd technology in the outsiue \;orld rE.uch 

the country through English. Most official corre3pon~encas with 

the rest of the world a r e carried out in ~ngli6h. It iG t:la o the 

1: c{2il:r~j of ins truct i on in .t thiop i a ' s secon d2.ry schools , coll..::ges 

an~ univsr ;; ities . 

}~~ven t~loue:h l-1. mh a ric a nd English are i mporto.nt vehicleL i n 

the o~uc ~ tional sys t em of ~thiopia , the i r diffe r ence s i n stl'uc ture 

1r12.y ," .rou r;[~ the p robl em of interference . The structure of ,';.liih2Xic 

mny interfere vf i th the structu r e of L.: n glish Lnct c an be J. probl em 

cere ,' ;01" Ai~lhc..ric speaker learning Engl i s h as .J. BE cond 1<..'1.ngp.c::.G8 . 
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It is tru e thv t (11 languagl-~G f.3 hC4re r'1-I.ny sl'.ln~ t t· nti ve 

synta.ctic ch ar a cteri s tics (synt ec tic unive r ~3D..l s) 1 bu t the 

de t ails of constituent structure-~hich war de cluuter 

tO t- ether in wh a t order - a r e cert a inly ~.10t ~i1lon c; the ;:1.2 Thi s 

indic e te s tha t there could be sOille difference s between the 

6.c tdils of the constituent structul'es of :" "ha ric ~.n o English 

sent ences . This s tudy a ttempts to : 

a) brin g out some of the a r 0RS of ~i ffercncc c betGee n 

the det a il s of the constituent sti..'uc ture G of AJ"ilh . . ric and 

bnglish sentence s . 

b) induc e other r esearchers to mc, k~ furt he r studies 

on the differences between the de tail s o f the cons t ituent 

structures of hmh a ric and En gl i 3h sentenc e,; ~inc b li ttle 

hilG been done. 

The identification of th e diffe r e nc es bet '.!c<on the 

d e t ai ls of the constituent structures of ~mhilric c no English 

sentence s in this study would be importa nt fo r tecching , 

learning , tes ting and understundinG the t ~r ge t It'n cuage l 

Engl ish . 

1. O .~ Scope of the Study: This "tudy ';;occifically 

e X2mines the int e rne l structure ~nd di s tribution of the noun 

pllrases and ve rb phrases of A~h&ric ~nd EnGlisll sent e nces and 

explore th e ir differences . It doe s not ~n,lyG e entences 

\'i th secondary opera tors like ne g~.tion, nodal ity, c ommanding 

. nd questioning . Like \',i s e this study (0 ~3 n ot rctten) t to 
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cov (; r or exam ine sentence s that have wor ds l inked by ' Qnd ' , 

' 01" , ' but ' or othe r constructions w~ich provide pnr~llel 

COl1f.;tyuct ions . 

1. 0 . 3 ', H~ vie w of Re lated Literat u r e : Evon thon ;;h t h e 

stnc.y on the lite r a tur e of Amharic sen t ence s i s li r.litec1 , 

Amh'T.ric grc.mmar books , dict iona rie s , and re~·c2.rch pc-~PG rB on 

som~ aJpects of Amh a ric g r a mma r a nd/or lexicon have been 

wri tte:c .. i n Ge rman , .l!:nglish, Fr e nch , It a lian , Russ i an QUe. 

Ar,'h2r i c r; inc c the beginning of the 17th century . 

~.Ph(: f irs t t vfO works on A.mharic grammc.;. r ty Ethiopi ans 

[ .. re '·iE.rEJe Haze n ' s Baddis S4-rat YD't-asanE!da YarJlO,r a.tl'lra. 
==::....::;;::.:..;

::...::.-"-===:::.:
:o....:_ ~ .• _ . __ _ 

( - Q50 ) d T kl "1 ' t! ht T" b" b " " . I • 

. L., a n e e ,. a ry am s a a ...!::_E. _ .o:.~S_ii'pi': 

~~~I:.~~ (J.~52) from the pOint of view of tra ci itione.l g r D.i:li:1,s'.r . 

Al'tlh ::.-ric ~;r ~1.1i1mar book in the tra ns formation.:.::.l s;.;ne r ,,:ti v e Llo(:e l . 

The \ix'i ter of t his p aper has followed the general l3u. i de:. incf.: 

of' jj(::ilu ' s b ook . N . L . Bender a nd Hailu' s Amhar i c Ve r b 

unslyse~ the s turctur e of Amhar ic verbs in ee t s il. Fur ther-

more L~'PJ,-u!'J;;.,e in Mhiopi" (1976) e dited by Bende r Cleals pith 

SOiile of the langu ages in E. thiopia. It g i v e8 br i e:i er<.:.i!i;·.1~'.t i c2.1 

dcscription b of s ome of the Ethiopi a n LanguagG ~ . including 

! 
AElhc'Tic . Le,"l~u ' s ~.mh f, ric Textbp "l!: (1967) , wr it ten for a 

ped~Logic ~l purpose , describes the structur e of Amh~ric 
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;""r.; t o En t:; lish r:r Rmmar, c. gre ", t de ..... l of study h e:; be-en 

b toc kwell ' s Founda tion on Svnb '.ctic :....:=== .. L_ ~ ___ ~. ,Io< _ _ . ' • . _ ._ 

t h!,_!,!,.inci ples of Transformational Synt".o: (1977) i.~re s ome 

of t!w l ~:, te s t books which denl with the s tructur e of 

~l1s1 i 3h sent e nces from the point o f tr (. . nsf Or!:l G. ti on~l.l ~~0n8r a-

tivu jJodel. These books hav~ bee n us ed fo r the description 

of the const ituent s tructure s of En gl i sh sentenc es i n this 

ntudy . 

iccor d ing to the present knowledge of the rescarcher 

of this pape r little has be e n done on the constr.lstiv e 

:'~ Ccnutr,-".13t ive ----- -,.'" - ~ ~ _ .. 

: . i' E· the only s tudie s tha t [. r e available c. t p r esent. 

LOT (-)i1 1:'. Bli eBe in hi s ,r ti cl\: IiAmh ur i c L DL;u 3.G e I nterfere nc e 

in Le<. rning Greek lt deals with the probl ciil Amhi:1.ric .::;pe£ .. k ing 

s tuC~nt a encounter in le &rning Gr eek . Bec i des the~c , $v e ry 

ye;"l.r ' .se nior e :Jsay s I are wri t ten on contr ~.8 ti vo i:1 tU ltY of 

A"har i c a nd other l:.thiopian lan guages (moo tly phonolo GY ) by 

seaio r s tude nt s ~s par tial fullfillment for the Degr e e of 

D; c l,elor of Arts a t the Addis liba b a Univc n , ity. ]··io ::; t of 

the s0 rese&rchers ha ve used either Contr ~' st ivc AnaJ.y Gi s 
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or Error Analysis in their studies . 

Very few books ha ve been written on tht; kinc1c cf 

8 i'l'IJ rS s thiopian students commit in le :-'.rning En2~l i8h . 

P . G. \, inga rd's Use better Bnglish (1956), Grove r :{udson ' s 

C.1.'pP.ifj..cE.tion a nd Tabulation of EthioP.i .. c? .S_t..u.:l.£.rl.ty_._~r.':.?r:s. 

j..n El~J..i_G h J::ssay ::ri ti~ (1970) and Sydney "i . Hec-"cl' ,S 

A}~c:.'~l.b.ook of Engli5h Usage for MhioPi."-..n.i.:.,:itc.rE (1970) 

z~r'_ the only books one mny find on the f!rrorG Et:1iol1 i all 

stu~ent s make. These books e numera te and ~ i s CUG S the 

e~ror~ committed by Bthiopian students. Hore r8c ~ ntly 

] ' C'.1ll;;10 Kefel ' s Cl"ssification and Lxplanc:..t.'2,ry .. A"l.~.lJ[p.i.s_.2S.. 

~;; .. ,-:d¥0.n~_s Errors in Adv anced English Coml?o~i¥t~~~~U;:., 

19t.ioj81 /1 9 77/ a thesis written in partLl fulfilln"nt of 

the requireme nt for the Degree of Mas t ers of Arts in the 

1Ief'.ching of English as a Foreign L[)ngubge provi de s lists 

nf .~~ rr uTs I~ddis h.baba Univers ity student c jj.1c: ke in IG':"1.rn-

inB ~nGlish. borne of the errors found by Mamma ~r e s i~ilar 

to the er rOrS found by the rese ,,' rehers ucntionecl Clb ,)vc . The 

Q~~j or cEtteg ories of e rrors in these studieu include gr Qmmar, 

.::: tyJe , r.::pelling , punc tuation , uncl ussifip.ble &rrorti 2.n(1 

I:one of the studies mentioned here h~ s in parti c ul ~r 

ttem~ted to study the differences between the inte rnal 

Lt~ucture ~nd di e tribution of the c onst i t uent s t~uctures 

of the noun phr8ses a nd verb phrases of ~·.il:h{ .r i c , .ncl l~nGl i ch 

c ent C!lce<.; • 
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1 .-4 . 0 . The Organization of the Study . The r e a r e f ive 

ch[l.~)te rs in this study. Chapt e r t no cle':'.l,- \1 i t h tlle dc t piled 

6cGcription of the cons tituent struc t u r 06 of Amh~ric se~tcnces . 

I n this ch~pter the det~ils of the conutituent .:truct~r eo of 

thi~ noun a nd verb phrases of Amh~ric sentenc es i.re tre ~tedo 

In chcp ter three the details of the con~ tituen t s t~uctur eE 

of the noun and verb phrDse of Bnglish sentences ~re dc~cribed . 

In ch.::,pter four , f a cts indic a ted in the previotl. s ch~~p t c rs ure 

l]~'s temb tically analysed in order to iuentify the [.:.rC'~_: Li of 

Giifc renc es between the details of the constituent ritr uctur es 

of Amh~ric nnd Engl ish sentences . The l ;s t c h~pter i.e. 

cllal)tt~ r five contains conclusions, f ind i n gs l.'.ncl r e coElnenc1a­

tiona f or further studies. 
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The purpose of thi n chapter 1 3 to ~;r< .. ~i nc the int e rna l 

::-.: tructure s and distributions of the p<.:.rt G ('~ ~·· i. ;:lh~.r ic c entences. 

i .. ~:c.;s ic Amh aric sentence consi s t s 0f Co. noun phre.::c' f oll o \'led 

by ~ ve rb phrase . 

The noun phr ase consists of a noun . 

2 . 0 . 0 Noun 

£lmez stood up - s he 

' hlmaz stood up .' 

~ '/ 2 . nnbossa agass - a 

Jion rO B. red-he 

I A. lion rour e d . I 

~he cons ti t u ents of the noun phr~sec in ~_ ch of the 

sentenc es above are the underline d nounG . In Amh~~ic , a 

aoun i s th e simplest fo rm o f the c c' t q;ory nou n phrase . 

~hc phr&se s t ructure for noun phr23cs \w~icll cont :~ i n only 

nouns i s : 

NP 
----- - ,-~ 

N 

In Amh aric c e rt a. in s ynt ac ti c Ct. t cgori cE:; m .. ~y l,CctU' "G O 

thE left of the head noun eN) nithin the Doun p~r_.ce : 
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tfrrin-a 

boy - the(m) nlept-he 

I The boy slept , I 

~ . .. "v. 1'".:1' r[' JJ",m - u = _ t%r\' - a 

tell - the boy slept - he 

' The tall boy slept .' 

5. 

new - s - the tvll - s boy- E slept-tll CY 

' The new t'.ll boys slept. ' 

The underlined noun phrase:::. in e .... _ch of the :=:.c n-c. 3: nces 

"bove ha ve the definite nrticl e [-f in cor.llnon . Although 

the C' rticle in sentence(3) i s "" ff ixed to the: noun it 

i" 
s hifts its position in &djective noun conc tructionc nS 

in centences (4 2nd 5). jJhen the noun ~hr~u8 cont i_ ins 

e ny number of ndjectives 3 8 in r;cntence (5) the <.'.rticle 

s t ill sh i f t s to the left - most, cij 8Ctivc . ':'ho ,·.lOvBl,!ent o f 

the article f r om a noun to a mo~ifi(r within i. noun phr ase 

ina ic Btes tha t the category definite crticl v in the deep 

s tructure occurs before a noun. 

In the se ntence,; (4 and 5) "bove b/O rule " de i, cribe 

the Amharic noun phr[ ses . The one in [;entc nc e ( .': ) 

indicates : 

NP 
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The othe r in s a ntenc e (5) 3ho ~s : 

NP _______ .~~ .r-rt Adj i~ 

The t wo rules Qay be combined into one in(ic ,ting 

bo th possibilities: 

NP 

Amh 2ric !~ oun phr ases may inc lude nume r ~ l G before 

~djectives as sh own below : 

6. hulttt - u I 
. ¥ v.., ,# , ; 

"X',J - occ matt:-n 

t ':JO - the b oy- s c a me-they 

I The t wo boys c ame. I 

7. hUI:1tt - u 

t wo -the t oll-s boy - s cn;:le -they 

' The two t ~ll boys came.' 

8 /I " V" VV 
• hul &tt~nna - occ - u 

'( V V "I, ' 
s ost t <...JJc.r i - e c c mo.~ -c ""u 

s e cond - s - the three s tu~ent - s c ~me- they 

' The second thr ee students c ~m e . l 

,-
The s ent ences above cont a i n nume r ;J.~7 Eilffi~ed with 

t he definite a rticle . It is cl ear f r om cent cncB (7) that 

c:rti c l e s hifts to num e r a l e ve n if the n oun nlll·i.~."'-';G c ont a i ns 

.:.n adjective . It s till mov es t o t he l eft-uos t numeral 

whe n the re is e n ordinF~ l numb e: r ,,3 in s e nt cnc8 ( G). 

The p hr ase s truc ture rul e o f t h e nou n }hra~c vbo v e 

mus t no w be ~me Ld&dto s how the POLLi biJ.i ty of n optimal 
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nU,"l'":' r "'.l befor e E: n 8.dj E: ct i ve. 

Thi[, rul e g ive s the summDry of the i:1hr '= .... S8 str llctprc 

rl'.}.c of ·~ hE. ;.mh2ric noun 'Phr ase di s cu&s cd in tlti r· secti on . 

2. 0 . 1. Noun Phra se Comp1 en~<:..n.~ 

An Amharic noun phr ase may conte. i n no t only nouns but 

' . 
.s ent ences a s well. The underlined infini ti ve c~L. .\.~:;e '-' in 

ne nt nnce (9) i s Gn embedded s e nt ence . 

') . I( [<J"bB'd&' " 1f l "~ maq~l ad y -~- wttdd- £!ll 

KC'.bbada to joke he - impf- 1ike - non P2S t 

, K;:,bbc·da likes to joke. , 

1;C18 tre e di agr am belwo g ive s the dee1J r3 tructl~rc oi" the above 

:"ic n-C Cl1C e . 

s 

HP ~--- . 
-.~--- ------_ VP 

'P~~~ 
I 

,"iP 

~P 

J N 

NP . 

I 
KabbDJ ... Kabbe.da qa11 nda 
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In the int e r mediate s tructur e the fol l owing ch~nges n r e 

noted . 

As shown in the a bove deriva tion , ne nt e nc e (9 ) is 

'I 11" ' rl 
cons t ruc t ed from the me trix sentence /lcabb"d" X Yi w'l'c1D.ll/ 

/
~. JJ ' I 

I K (:~bbada like s it' ,. nd the embedde d sentence Kab bndD. 

1/ II N, 

q ~;, llada/ I Kabba.da jokes . I ':rhe I X' in the mc.trix oent e nce 

r e fe r s to the embedded sentence which io to be the ob j e ct 

, 
noun phr ase of the tr r,nsi ti ve verb /yfwd'u.dr.ll/ ' 1 iker.; . I The 

embe dded sente nce has a subject identic a l t o the sub j e ct of 

the m~trix se ntenc e . In the intermedi a t e o tructure it is 

noted that the subject of the emb edd ed s entonce i s dele ted 

Dn d the verb of the embedded sentence i s made Dn infinitive 

clause . Mo r eo ve r the person, ge nder Rnd number m&rker of 

the verb of the embedded sent ence i s dele t ed Ginc e it i s 

i den tic al to the one in the ve rb of the Mr .trix s ent enc e . 

On the other hand when th e pers on , [ender Dnd numb e r 

m~rke r of the verb of the em b edded sentehce i s not i dentical 

nith the v e rb of the matrix sentence i t i s chcn~cd to a 

f r onominel s uffix as s hown be low: 
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10 . K(ibb iid~' H~-u ma ;1l t'a t
/
- u -

n 

Kabbo.da boy - the to come - he - acc hc - ( i""p ) lmo' .. -ilO
n

j)2." t 

Kabbada k n o ws thn t the boy heG come . 1 

'::he unde rl i ning s tructur e of thi s r;c nt ence i G! 

s 

s 

N VP 

'·1 , . 
N N V 

\ 
• , I 

K"bb :idO' l"'~u ma t a X y ccwqal l 

j;s see n in the de r i vat ion the "nb j ectf; of the t1l0 c omb i n e d 
ucn t on ces a r e d i f f e r e n t . Th e ve r b of the embcddad 8cnt c nc e 
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~jCC();71€U a n infinitive c l c.u .se s uf f i xed \!ith D.. ~1ronoE1 i n.:'.1 

It is clear from the d i sc uss ion Dbove that 

ll<..-vc ol) j e ct noun phrases thb t c ont a i n sent enc er, . ~lhe 

·:i.ll"'~.'::;C s tructure rul e for noun phrase indi c.J.t c(~. c.bov e r,HlB t 

nOI. be a me nde d to sho~ the po s s ibi l ity of n n opt i onnl 

CC l1 t,~ nc e p r ecedine; a noun. This would help t o ge n c r r.t c 

noun p h r e.ses s uch as in sen te nc es ( 9 2.nd 10 ) above . 

NP ______ ....:';)~ ( S ) ("rt) ( Nun ) (.,c1 j~ N 

2 . 0 . 2 Se ntenc e Plus Noun Fhr [1.se..-itel i.J. t ivcs ____ . 0 , _ _ . _ ,, _ _ _ 

In add iti on to the con s titue nt s d i scusGed i~OVC , the 

nO lla p hr&ses of Amh a ri c ma y a l s o c ont 2.i n Gc nt encc.r; ,.'.nd 

j:ot~n ",?hr&s es 0 Th i s c on s true tion i s knO -!Ill c,o t he rc l E'. t i ve 

cl~:.u ::;(; c on .s tru ction . The s tructura l def;cr i p tion ~; of Auh:::'. r i c 

rcl~ti vi zn tion rul es speci f y7 c e rt a i n noun phr i:s0 struc ~ 

t~~e that include a noun (the he pd nO\ln) ~nd 2 sen t enc e 

( .: J1C em!Je d d e d sent e nc e ) . The rul es 2.1[;0 spec i fy t;LJ:; 

tl1C cnbedde d se ntence must include a n oun th~:'.t i f: i c.1.en ti c .. l 

v i th the he s d noun (id e nticnl noun ) . 

The st r uctura l changes in the relative c l ouse tr .: n [; ·· 

ror~2tionE of Amh ~ri c involve linkin~ Lnd i~lt o r ,~ t i on of 

~h~ i denti c~l noun. 
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In the follo vlinc: sent ence / y2hcc: ';:,.: l ~r / t t he boy 

who ',te nt 1 i s an embedded sentenc e . " ,- -t" " " " 

a relat ive mR rker. 

11. f~ " YD. - hed - a - w 
• y u,· 

l ./- J mr;,tt - c'. 

rm- we nt-he -it boy c ame - he 

' The boy who went came .' 

This s e nt e nce ~ould appe~:r i n t he follo~i n~ tre e 

s 

NP 

NP 

P 

N v N v 

hed~ 14c ju 
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The derivation is as follol'l;; : 

11 , .. 'V" ,.. , 
Yahed2.w I f- J i:!. tta 

The se ntence in the deriva tion cont2ins t he m~~trix 

se ntence /1 +5u m;{{ta/ I the boy cam .:} ' i, :.nd the ci.:;)cddcd 

" clltence /l fJu h ed! ' / !thC' boy 'lent ' '·,lli c ;, ;:lOcij.fier: 
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/lJ5u ; ' t~e boy ' the subj ect of the matrix s en t e nc e . 

~~~ t ,!O s e nte nces in the construction above cont ain 

t va i Ce ntic nl s ubject noun phrase s 0 In order t o produc e 

sent cnc o (11) the i de ntical subject noun phrase of the 

e~bed~cd cent ance i s deleted . The verb of the emb~Qdcct 

SC:: llt el1CC c,,:.rrios l ya-j . and a pronomi c.al I- \:if ,,'!hieh 

refc r 8 t o t he identic a l noun of the embedded s entence . 

The l ' cl ~:tivc [,\ c.., rker is not () rel a tive pronoun9 [d .ne e the 

pronomi n, ·.l Vl11 ich r eplaced the lost identic a l noun phr;:.se 

i s n ot COi", !~) ined \7i th it. 

The f orm o f r e l ative c ons truction with a dir e ct 

obj e ct n01'.n i.'hraE: e may be illustra ted 2S follo '''8 : 

1 2 . y n- gaz z - a - w-n 
" ~~ ., 

q .-. d{' nd- a 

k r..1bb<... c1 c. b oy~the rm - bought - he-i t-acc clothes tor e -he 

t K[.~ b L ~a tore the clothes which the boy bought .' 

'1---­
'I 

N N 

I 

s 

NP 

I 

r 

s 

HP 

-~ 
I 

I I 
I 

v N 

I 

v 

" I" . ,j " _.'.c. ..... 
I'~' ~)b , .dL1 1 ';' 5u U 'O s g<i>Zzn ab" (.:.2. dU~lU C. 
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The inter me dia t e s tructure is : 

r(11IY'J i .\ , .. j ' •. '- - ' \ 

/ - , 

c_ tv p '''F' 
':7 

(F"""<J L~\.< ;.' .. '. r· . . . 

L NP I\I-P-
') 

I (s.5+JU y,jgn i ,,,'Ill 
I -
i_ N!, 
Yp 

l.i(b -:?: s , , . 
S .. ~ .' 

1-ib s 

J/~ij U l ib s 

[Iv; 
" I' 

I~ .. 1;i:b s ), /L"Ju 'L-
I L S 
L t.l ~~ 

' f 

."Ip 

yagF,zz-;'7 ( 

s _, 
"-I" 

"', 0 YRgaZz. &~ 

Np 

. " '/' y [l.ga z zn~J 

~ I 
-' 

Nf' 

Ff" ' ""~] ( 
,:, 

The Eu nte nce a bove i s constructe d fro~l t h0 i : l ~ · trix 

',,, c·.gllt cloth es I which modifie s / l +bs / 1 I clo thes I C' i the 
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jJ e objec t nOlln phr ase of the emb edded Eentence abo v e 

i ~; identic ~.l with the object noun phrase of t he lJ8 t ri~: 

GC nt ollce ~ nd when it i s deleted it is r eferred t o by tlle 

U;J j o ct !.:uff i x p ronoun '[-VI J used \'iith the r e J_E. tive qUe-l i l i ,:!"' 

;.dlf_~ ,:.,jJ.. .. eer: in number £~nd gende r vI i th the qu;:-.lif i :'"~c_ noun . 

\~hcn t he rel ~ tive is the noun phrnse ()f Q ~re~o~itionnl 

.1li.',.ne , tile p repo s ition will b e changed t u ei ther /{-ll i. ' 
or {

- } 10 ,- 1010 - • In Amh ,"ric these are the only llrepoGi t i onocl 

;.;U:[,i' i: ~C:L thu. t can be us ed to g overn obj ect suffi ~ :e[:5 . 11 
IJ:lhic c .. tn be shown as follo ws : 

1,:: . ,.p~. 1 "d" , d" b" .. 1\.. 'D .1£\ ~ ya- he - a-b a-t 
,I ~ " ~ , I 
mak~na mc..t'c - D.. 

:~; b buda rm - vent - he-in-i t 

' Th ~ c a r in which Kabb~ da we nt came .' 

P 
", ' 

-'~ '-"'" - ~ 
I 
I 

N y 
\ 
\ t " I Mak-"'na m~((a 
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~'h" der iva tion for se ntenc e ( 13 ) i ,; : 

'I /_ "" ",I'f I, . / 
I(':,bbadu yahe dabbat makin3 mL t tc.l, 

Ar, indicilted above the preposit iona l ob j c c ·t ouifi:: 

{-~)hi is infixed in the ve rb of the G,j]')ccldcc1 

S~~:1tGi.1C t'; i II pl a c e of the pr eposi tion · [ b~-I. '. Lr'..ter the 

i (cntic ~l noun phr csG of t he embedded sentence 
,/ 

I "I"' 1Yl' '1 ' / , ..... ,~. 1 ~. 

it., \. cj .. cc.)d le<::.ving its copy {-t/:" on the VGl'b of the CE1J~(~.de d 

, 'cnteI1 Co . 
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',illell <'::_!'l a.d j ec tive (. ppear s in Cl r eJ.z.. tive clDu[:e conG -

truction, t he adjective is pl~ced immed i at01y 1lcfur c t he 

' : lt~<._:~ifiecl noun ~\ nd i)., ftt=: r a rel a tivE: cl ause . 

I,.', '1'1 
1 /]. IC~'.b b c:.l d & l -:i:j-u ya - gazz- o-w - n 

K'btBdB boy - the r n -b ough t - he - it- cc c \ood clot~cG tor e -he 

I r',.bb['d tore the go od c l othe s the boy bought . I 

;J:he phrE.se s tructure rule for noun phl'c~~J(;S cont [;. ini n;~ 

C11-:)ed ,~:.~d sente nc es Dnd noun phrases c:.S i n sentences (11) 

00 (13) i s : 

--------7>, S NP 

l" rO rtl what hr.:.s been d i scussed the 1'0] l()~"Iill:-~ ~.)llr .:G8 

~tructuro rule of t he ~mh&ric noun phrase i o pos~ ib10 . 

(S)( i-rt) (Num ) 

B rJP 

2 . 1 . The Ve rb Phras e 

riG ~ v e ry noun p hr8[;'e ht;.s t o cont ... L l a t 12c"'.t, t O:le 

COl1Etit.uent, a noun , e v e ry ve rb phrasE.- L1ua t cont(~ i n on!') 

C O~1L titu(~nt, a v e rb. 

, " " vlQddaq - B 

Lc.mma fell -he 

1 L'c'.mma f e ll. I 
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" egass - 2 

l ion-the(m) roa r ed-he 

' The lion roared .' 

In the sentences above the underline d ve rbs . XB the 

only cons titue nts of ~C\c h ve rb phrClse • ',i hall c. v er~) is the 

only menber of D verb phrase ~s in sentenc e s (15) 2n~ (16 ) , 

the verh is known as a.n intr c..nsitive v e rb . Int r~·.nGit ive 

v.::rh u do!} ' t t ake Hny objec ts . 

The phrase Rtructur e r ule for a v e rh phr [: .. : ... :e \li t h only 

(. V (: j.'· is: 

VP v 
----~) 

A~lh ;;'.r ic verb phr ases may contain both ::.1 vcr' .. ; nc1, ... 

"\OU" ph:c<cse liL" in sent ences (17) and (18). 

• v v 
wt ss - occ-::un 

.J .r 
",,,dC:',cl··u .s.:.::: ........ ~ ... ~ , .. _ 

boy- s - th e (m) dog- s - the(m) - 2cc ki lled-they 

' The boys killed the do gs . ' 

"tuc'en t- t!1e (m) cl oth- ( the) (his) -acc L;re· ·he 

' The s tude nt tore his clothes .' 

"hen verb phr vses consist noun phr;.scf:; i..nel v er i"'):.; ,,':.8 

i n tJIC eX2mples ilbove the verbs ~r e referred to 

t iV0~ . Tr~nsitive ve rbs t ake objects . The p~rcsc 
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; ·;;l'\...~ctt:.re rule for v e rb phre.ses that cont,' ,i n noun phr~:.coG 

VP 

Verb phrnGcs may ~:.lso have preposi tionB.l phl' , .. ses i;'nel 

vr rb ~ ,.~ f-ho~n below: 

J"'~-U 
" II " ,f 

w~de gabya hed - a 

boy - the to market we nt-he 

' Th" b oy 'lien t to the market. ' 

'rlhe rule here is: 

NP _____ ~> pp ·!V 

~,!~~ric verb phrAs es may include prepo nitional phr ~scs , 

n0un rhr[[.es ;:nd of cours e verbs ~s indica t ed ~clo~i : 

20 . .>. c..',- ' ., 1~-14'J-u 
./0' /, ., 

s.:-:. t t - a -w 

K~s sa to - boy - the book gave-he - h i m 

' K'GGa gr vE a book to the boy. ' 

/ 
" ' Y / • 

I n the zbovc se ntenc e la- l ~ Ju l G l. ~ rc~ ocl ition .:l ~)hr~se 

11 ' I · '~·'''"'l'- - / ' -
:.;. Cc I ,<... •• / . <..;1 ,-, book ' is a noun phruse . 

'J..l~C phr <_ s e structur e rule for verb ~~hr aGeD -:lith 

~r8po ij itional phr &ses direct objects a nd ve rbs is : 

VP _____ ~,..,. PP NP v 
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The fore go in g ~hraBe struct ure r ule of k~hclric vorb 

~hrase5 with intr ansitive end tr2n~itivc vLr 1Jc il ~.~· he 

r: umm~ri ze d a5 foll ows : 

VP ____ _ 'j> (FP) ( NP ) v 

The Amhc ric ve rb phr ases fi t y , ·lEo h :....v e cO~1 ulL="; wh i ch 

include subj ect c omple re nt s .. On8 o f the cO}Ju~.~.e i t..; v e rb 

of existence / 011 - / ( / na bb 2r - / i n j1,,-s t t e n:.; e ) : 

21. 

22 . 

IH - u ·i:zz;;'h a ll - 8 
="::'::-'-=""--'0 

boy - the her e ex i s t - he 

' The boy is her e . 

, v 
I t J-u 

boy-the there waS - he 

' The boy weB the r e .' 

2 " l" J~- i t - wa 
-'" 

t~ns 

24 

25 . 

child - fern - the sm~ll WE S - ehe 

'The g irl wa s sm8 11 . ' 

l4:j' - u tamari " I' II 
nabb E~r -a 

boy - th e student w&.s - he 

' lJ.'he boy w&.s ;, s tudent . I 

l"J-u 
., 

ba - bet a ll 
~ - a 

boy - the in-house in ex i s t-he 

' The boy is in the hous e .' 
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In each of th e sentences £bOV3 the verb p hr 2 8c 3 con-

Ldn the verb of existence / ul l- / or it o l-lC's t form 

/ nabbar - / Bnd locatives in sen t enc8R ( 21 nnd 22 ) , 

~n 2djective in sen tence ( 23 ) , a noun phr~se in SLll t once 

( 24 ), 2 nd a prepositional phrase in sentence ( 25 ) . 

The phre se structure rule i ~ : 

VP > Pred + V COl! 

Besides the ve rb of exist e nce, the Amh cric verb ~:hr~ses 

m,::.y [',lso include the copul a / na- /. It' ,S P"-D t '~en,~e 

/ n ubbar - / Cnn rep1 8ce / na - / in eelJ. the CC"'N' be low: 

2G. l~r-u ~z~h na.-VI 

boy - the loc be - he 

The boy i s he r e .' 

27. li .. J'-u tamari nf~ -w 

boy- the student be-he 

' The boy is a student .' 

20 . 14:.J'-u " '¥V . .. 
r aJ J3::'m na-w 

boy-the tell be - he 

' The boy is tall .' 

b&- be t - w~st' na- t 

child - the (f) in- h . u se-in be - she 

' The g irl is in the house .' 
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In e~ch of the a bove se nt e nces the ve r b phr~GeG con-

t in the copula / na - / or its past form / nC\hb(-'r .• / 

,.n(~ t~, loc;.tive in sentence ( 26 ) , Cl. noun -~)hr"ue in 

E:~ ntenc ( 27 ) , a n c djec ti v e in sente nce ( 2il ) ',n· .. ·. Q 

p r r'po s ition phrase in sente nc e ( 29 ) . 

The phr"se st r ucture rule for the v8 r b phr .. S8 \l ith 

i;he copula / n;{- / is : 

VP ______ -'';> Pred + V Cop 

The constituent rul os so f ar covered i n tho di c cuGsion 

on the Amh&ric verb phrose may be summ~rizee t .s fo llo\/s : 

Pre d 

VP ----7 ( NP 

Lven thou gh it is not the ob j ective of thi s p.'.pa r t o 

~e.l \li th other l inc uistic f ea tures othe r tha n the con~tit -

L~no t s tructureD of tho Ma j er parts of the .·~{i1h .::::. ric :-..:entenccs 

it 8eems very essential t e i ntroduce negat i on 2nd intrll g~-

tion int o t he phrase structur e r ules 2S option,'.l in the 

bC.s e . 

In Amharic nega tion i s a morpholog ic al cc t ccory . 

J'iegc tion is fo r med by prefixing { al - .f' en ci suff i oc.inf, 

to the ve r b of u sentence . [-CliU/ ' i s L · t c r de le t e d 

if the verb is subord i nate . 
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3c' . l.aJ- u c:l-hed -~- mm 

boy-the ne e -we nt-he-neg 

' The boy didn ' t go .' 

~ l'v "II ; 1 . -~J -u n- y - mntt - a- mm 

b oy- the neg-he (imp f) come -he -neg 

' The boy doesn ' t come .' 

Amhrric sentenc es ma y a ls o cont ~ in qucRtion iJi .rks . 

:~·L1.es tion i s marked by intona tion or by the c hoic e of 

inte rrog~ tive pronoun (quest ion word s ) • 

~;2 • l-:tJ-u 
• , 1/ II 1/ 

wDd~l gabya hed - a 

boy-the to market we nt - h e (ris i n g tOD0 on l ~Lt nord) 

' Did the boy g o to the ma rke t?' 

33 . uj'-u yet y-",- hed - all 

~ oy-the to where (Q) he -impf- go- nonp~s t 

' ~he re does the boy g ~ V ' 

;54. lij - u - n man &yy - a. - w? 

boy - the - ~ cc who saw- he - it? 

I ,;ho savi the boy? ' 

Bes ide s negbtive and question mOl.rkers, cd-"e rb ~.:: ;:1:".y 

op t i onally be include d in hmha ri c sentences . 

35 . Uj"- u . " naga v.-y - hc d-mm 

boy-th e hr - why(I"I'I) t emorro'" C _dv) ncg- hsC i ",f) Lo - ;-, c2; 

' Why d oesn ' t th e bo y g o tomorrow? ' 
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The disc uss i on in thi s chapter iUtl.Y be f.:U i i~!·,l; ,·.r1.z ed 

c.~ foll ows : 

The phr8se Structur e Ru l es of hmh" ric Se nt.ncBF 

1 . s 
~ 

("') (Nee;) ( Adv ; i1' VP 

2 . NP tG) (Art) ( HUhl) (:'.d j)~ N J 
) G(NP ) 

7 
J . VP ;:, ({ ,,:;"0 

( NP J / 

Lf • V Vi 

Vt 

V Cop 

5 . Pred > NP 

Lac 

PP 

f'id j 

( V Cop 

{~ 
all-

J 
''- :> 

na _ 

7. PP 
)7 Prep NP 

From the for egoing de s cription of Amh c.lric ".cntc:.lces 

the following p[. tt e rns nf Amharic Gi r,lplc ::;cntcnc:,:o r; iiH.:.y be 

i de ntified using only the componen ts of the v ::.- r b phr i:s es 
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covered in thi s c hapt e r . 

The Pvtt e rns of Amharic bimpl e b~ntoncc c . 

Pattern j:~y' ':-J\1 ',) lcc 
- ~-.~. ~-. , 

1. NP V I;;",}" " he du 

2 . NP !'II' V I-t-~u ·~~ ';b t;'.ruE ,,'!tcs c.da 

l ' " ./ .. -/ " 3 . NP PP V . . .., JU \.l i,.G ' . bet hecla 

4. NP PP NP V l~j u l £ : - i~ ... ".oGn i".1 t?~ha.f SDtta w 

:;' ~ NP Loc V Cop l~J1}. -i z z.4-h o.lJf~ ( a r naw) 

6. NP NP V Cop l;i-ju ..... 1 ', • ., 
L. £'I.ul .:"'. l"-3:" n~' '\/ 

7 . NP j,dj V Cop I ;;"Jvu J ~ " V • n~. \;i r .::. JJ~ltl 

8 . NP PP V Cop l ".rJu bAbo t ', ~~r( <. lla (o r " ) naw 
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C H,.P'l'Y~R I II 

It ie thu Durpose of thi s chapte r to identify ~nd d i Acuss 

the cons t ituent L;tr uctures o f Lnglish sentences . The chief 

cat ego ri e8 of the t~o m&j or parts of 1nglish sentences vlong 

with exa,.'pl e.<' \"Iill be p re sent ed . The bf.,s ic s truc ture of the 

English cont anco is made up of 0 noun phrae follo wed by a 

v erb phr<:'..Gc . 

5 . 0 . The No un Phraae 

A minimnl fo rm of English noun ph r~ se i s form ed from u 

noun, or from ::n ~ rt icl e followe d by a noun , as i n the follow~ 

ing se nte ncec : 

3. 0 . 0 . Noun 

J. .tl~r:Y come . 

2 . The g i rl s met e. doc t e r. 

j . '1111e ch ild ----- bouhg t a n orange . 

As C ~ ll be not ic e d fr om th e above sent e nces , the Gubj e ct 

noun phr Le of se ntence (1) c . nt a ins a nou n whil e t he pu~ j c ct 

and object iloua phr ases of sente nc es (2) c. nd (3 ) h 2. ve a r ticl es 

e n d noune . In Engl i s h there Qr e t wo ar ti c les : def inite ( the ) 

as i n t he GU~jcct noun phr ase of sent e nce (1) e nd inQof i nit e 

article c ( ;- ~n~ ~n ) &5 in the object noun phrRsec of se ntcncc G 

(2 a nd 3) . In th , sent e nc es (1 , 2 a nd 3) above t wo ~ules 

describe tho EnSl i sh noun phr &se . ~cc ording to sentence (1) 

a noun phr~~c noed only cons i Et of a noun : 
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NP 

The other two sent e nc es indic ... ··.t e th<..,_t noun !)hr::r ... cr.: consist 

of €rticles and nouns : 

NP ___ --:>,. Ar t N 

The tv/o rules mey be combined into one inc1ic , __ ting both 

possibilit i es 
!'IP ____ -'),.. (!,rt) !1 

In En glish beGides the a rticl e , iOu.mer " le ,'.nc1 ,·.c1ject ives 

hl,~ optionally occur to the left of the he:.d noun~ Iii thin 

noun phrases as shown below : 

4. The tall man c a me yesterdny . 

5 . The t wo t a ll men ceme ye~terday. 

6. The fir s t two tall men CIE:le yc-::...tf.!rcl;.:,.y . 

The underlined phrnse in sentence ( G) cont~i nn ~n ~rticle, 

2 nUQer~l, a n adject ive and 8 noun. 

'llho summary of the phrase structure I'ul e for the noun 

?hrases in the se sentences (4, 5 Gnd 6) i8: 

NP 

This phrase structure rul e of noun phr •. ~c co&t[.ins all the 

p oss ibil ities di scussed in this s8ct ion. 

3 . 0 .1 ~n Phrase .Complement 

Noun phrnses in Engl ish m8.y cont(:~in not onl~T noun,s but 

Gentences as we l l . These kinds of con~truction cont~in 

DlJbedcic d sentences as : 

7. He knew tha t ~ary will a rrive . 
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The deep 8 tructu're of se ntenc e (7) o.ppcr:.r :: .. v.'_' :(01J.0 \/:3 : 

v ' IF 

s 

N N ilr~ 

I [ 
l;: i11 Grri v a 

I 
Ec. Knew 

I 
N 

I 
Mary 

In the int e rme di a te structure of sente nce (7) the followi ng 

/Jre knew it] @ ar y will com~ 

[He knew it tha t t"ary will com~ 

/He knewfthE\ t Mary wi ll comif 
~ 

He knew that Nary '",i ll c omE. 

' He knew it ' i s the Ma.trix sentence 'ahile ' ile .. cl'Y ~d :.J_ come ' 

i;~ the 8.:: bedded sent ence . The l it I i n the ilc.tri:: :c ntGllc<: 

refE r s to the embedded sentence . 12 ' thc t ' serVC8 i:O t he 

r.!['.I'ker of the e mbedded sent e nce . The sent e nce s comb i n(.:::(~ in 

the o':2~ple above ha ve differe nt subjects . 

In se ntenc e (8) the underl ined pc"rt of th e r: en t el1CC i f-

~n i nfini tive c l ause. In the un de rlying s tructure t he 

infiniti ve cl ause has a s ubj e ct irl ent ic ~l with tho s ubject of 

~~c Q: trix s e ntence as indi ca t ed below : 

('. I '·!ould hu te it. I found the class r ()o'il er·'p t y . 



When these two se nt e nces e re combined tho S~'Jjcct 

of the embedded sentence is deleted. In ~ngl i Gh it i s 

VO.-Si1) J.c to construct se ntence s like: 

10 . ~ rJOuld hate for Mary to find the hOU8(:! (;iilp t :;r . 

~ut not sentences like: 

* 11 . I would hate for ~ to find the hoc\f;e el;lptr . 

~cnt.ence (11) is una cceptDble because a f or - to CQl,llllc;lcat 

is n~ver used whe n the embedded sentence contQins L.n 

i (~en tic ~l subject coreferential with the ~12tri x nUbj ect . 13 

~rom the for c oing d iscussion it i s cleRr th2 t v~; rb8 

Ll~ch rJ3 ' know ' have object noun phrcDec thL. t cant . . i n 

"cnt cnce~. Thus in order to produce sente nce (7 ~nd D) ," n 

O:!.l·CiOl1<.'.l sentence ma y tlppe':Jr af t e r the noun ;'lllic li. :l.ti il1l1i­

C·'tc~ in the phrase structure rule cove r ed e0rlicr . 

l-iP _ __ ~ ("rt) (Hum) ( ~~ j) N (a) 

Noun phrases of ~ngl ish , may also DOGSeSS noun -.,hrcG es 

<:.11C.~ i (.'ntences together. 'l'his kind of noun :~"')h r ,-'.,~;a i,'3 i \'.'.c1e l~p 

of wha t is called a r e l a tive clause construction . 

The structur nl d"OBcript ions of l:;nc1if]h re l · ~ tivi 7.,(.-.tion 

rulc ~ , specify certain noun phrase structure thn t incl u f0 ~ 

noun (the head noun) Bnd a sent e nce (the embe dded 8ent c ncc) . 

J:h,~ ci;ibedded sentence must include a noun the,t i t ; i { ·~ entic,- .l 

"ith t he he ad noun (the identical noun) . 
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Thu a tructural chRn ges of Lngl i s h r cl ntiviza tion ruloc 

involv0 link ing ~ nd the alte r a ti on of the i dcntic gl noun . 

In the f ollowing sent e nc e "'!Iho IVa n th e; pri ze ;1 i E :1 

rcl~tiv~ cl~us c . 

1 2 . The boy who won th e priz e cnme . 

S 

//~ -------NP ------r ~-""" ..... -
I'~ "- " . .1 

'- ~<:--
I 

i~r " ~ VP 
I I ' ! 
I 

I I "-
I I A~t " _ .... ,N V NP 

• ! I 
I i 

\ I I 

I I 
, 

I 
N \ 

I 
, , 

I ! 
Jy 

, 
I , 

the boy the W<'ln t ,8 ~LJl" ~~C: c.:"'.me 

I n the int crmed i e t e s tructur e tho fol lowi nG clL .. nGe.s c.re 

noted: 

Elle hoy [the boy \'Jon the pri z €! cr:m? 
[ The boy woh the boy wo n the pri ze cnmc] 

G'he, boy who/won th" prize come] 

The boy who wo n the pri ze Cr.me • 

.. _~j i s cl Gc r from the derivntion, the abov e r;cntcnc 8 i s 

conGtruc t ed f rom the mc t rix se nt e nce. ' tho boy c ~,e l ~nd 

the 8mb~dded sente nc e ' the boy won the priz e . ' The identic ~l 

noun of t he embedded sent e nce is deleted lo~ving it~ co~y in 

the linking c lement /wh-/ . 
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In ~nglish re l a tiviz a t ion rul es th a rE ~r c no 

restr ictions upon t he syntac tic role of the ide rltic :· l Donno 

-,':L t; '. in the embedded sen t e nce s . 

1 -, -;; . 

lh . 

15 . 

I called the boy wh om I saw y cc t vrc;ay . 

The p o n with which I wr . t e CO GtG Olle b irr . 

In c",ch of th e sentences a bove the r:entenc ', c; tl'ill C" t h, t 

~ ~ rt uit~ t he r elative pronouns ' who' , ' wh om' \ .. n ;~ 1 ~/ l lj.ch ' 

<::.I' '': .:' :1.1 cl!!.bedded sen t ences 2 nd modify the ir }i r eceding n opns . 

Th~ i ~entical nouns cen be t he s ubject .. ;) in t he doo~ 

st r 1...1..ctu r c-: un de rlying I the boy 'lIho won th o .tlri ze I, thE.. ob j c c t 

, ,s in the deep s truc ture underlying ' the- boy whor;} I L C'.-..! ' , 

2 pr0~;oD i t i onal obj ec t as in the deep s t ~ucture un ~erlyinG 

' the pen with which I wrot e '. 

'?he rel6.tive pronouns " ,'Iho ' ' whom ' ' \lh i eh ' i ticnt i f i e c1. 

in th(; cenb ::: nc cE. above contain the prono~li 11;:,.1 r epli..c(:,wnt s 

of the i de ntical noun phr ases a nd linkin~ element 1 \!h_l. 

'r!lle 'phr E ~e structure rul e of noun phr c'. .... ses cont <-'.i nin e; 

ncun :·,h r ",s eG :;,n d s e nt e nces to ge ther can be ShO,.JJ.1 ..:....8 : 

NP -----'3> NP S 

~1he : )h:(' ~~.se .s tructure , s o f &r covered in rc~_ c.:.. ti oll to Engl i ch 

noun lhr ::.8 e s mny be 

NP 

cummcrized by the fo llowing fo rmula : 

'> {'(De t) ( Num) (.~dj) N (J) ? 
NP S I -
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3.1 The Ve rb Phr&se 

The ~!inim2 1 obliga tory unit of the EngJish v e rb 

pLric.::Jer..-: i ::3 f.~ verb us sho 1,Im below : 

IS . ~he horse galloped . 

l ~ . H0 walks s lo wly. 

The verb phras e in sent e nce (16) cont . ins only ~ verb 

, : < tloped ' If.,rhile it contains a verb I vinlks t (-·'.nei. 2.n option'::'.l 

C'. L~verb I s lol"11y ' in sent e nce (17). These v e rbs (1. on 1 t t <-'.ke 

~ny Ob j2Ct. Verbs that t a ke null objects ~re c aJ.le d 

intI' ~ ~ncit ive ve rbs. Sentences with intransi -tive v e rb s 

don ' t unde r g o the paesive transform a tion. ~h8 phr[.Gc 

strllctu rc rule of verb phrases with only v8 rb ~ as in the 

<.."'J)ov e .sen t e nces Gnd wit hout the adverb may be 3ho\ill [~S 

VP _____ ~')' V 

Ve rb phn ses in Bnglish may htl.ve both v e rbs and noun s 

.n ia: 

IS . Henry killed a meus e . 

~hc ve r bs in the verb phrases of the a bove s ent e nc C3 

.... re follo',iCc1 by object noun phrc:ses 1 the letter ' 2.n cl 

I ~ i·1 0use . 1 The verb s in the above sentences ~re c 211ed 

t :- ' .11r; iti V2 v e rbs. Tra nEi t i V5J v e rb B a r e v8rbr3 th2. t t ake 

no~n Dh~ace objects. In theeB type of verbs the pa~ cive 

tr ~mDformation is possible. The p hrase s tructur e rIlle fo r 

verb Dhr ~;G es wi th v e rbs and noun phrase s i s : 



- 3.15-

VP ___ _ -'''\> V NP 

Verb phra6e~ may also contain ver ll s . n d Jrcpo s itional 

.: h r t";,seG as in: 

22 . He we nt t o the school. 

23 0 Alm2z s t ay ed in the room. 

The rule t ha t describes t he v e rb ~hr 2ses ill thcce ~ ent0 ilces 

i s: 

VP ---7'7 V PP 

Ve r b phrase s in b n glish can be il"i..:"dc to inc1 1.1..(1.8 v e r b s , 

noun rhr ases a nd p r eposi tional phrE.B co aG in: 

24. ~e sent D boe k t o Mary 

25 . bhe told the story to u s . 

The vtrb ' sent ' is foll e wed by ' i: book ' (. ~. n oun ;.>hrf.se) 

nd ' to r"i.s.ry ' (2. prepositioncll phr ,:'~se ). Lilce 1 ri s c ' tol d t is 

fol lowed by ' the s tory ' (a noun ph,- .' se) ' .n d ' t o ",c ' C p r G-

po s itione l phr ase ) . 

The;:. fo r eeoin g p hr c;se s tructur e: r ule .!i th ( ~. verb r' nd a 

noun ph r ase could be exp and ed to incJ.ud c 2 ~r c poc it i OJl 

~)hr [,3e to g ive fhe t oll . wing formula : 

VP ----~7 V NP PP 

The for ego in g phr c:; se s truct ure ru]~~;[; of ve rb l'hr •. ::.[; CS 

" i scucse d in this p a rt cc:n b e summ .. :.ri zed '-~o : 

VP ____ ~) V (NPl (Pp) 
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Be~ides the phrnse structu r e rul es rucntionc~ S~) 

f i r wit h r e ference to intransitive 2 nd trans i tivA 

v r.::rbs , other phrase o truc ture rules rru:~y be provi l_~e c1 \li th 

th~ .bnglish v erb ' to be I, ";a8 shown beloH : 

24. John is my fr i end . 

25 . M& ry is clnver. 

26. l.'he book is on the table . 

27 . The boy i s here . 

As can be seen from the above sentenceG , the verb 

' to be ' i s completed b y d iffere nt gr2~m~tic ~1 ctruc t urss : 

by G. noun phrc;F:e in sentence (24) by C.l! ,-.{t,jcct ive in 

c~ntence (25) by a prepos itional ph~[~De i n sentunCG ( 26 ) 

[~.nd D. loc?tive in sentence (27). The struc;tur (, in -:':h0se 

ucntences is said to function us the r;ubj3ctive cou:liment 

bcc8use of itE close relationship to the "ubject . The 

phrn~e s tructue of the v e rb phr Ase with tho verb ' to be ' 

i c: the r efore : 

vP Vbe Pred ----''7 

!]"he phr ,~·se s tr uc tu r e rule of t he l:;nglish v':r'u ~. ·· hr':\.Bee 

no far discussed could be s ummorized 

VP 

.... , .. 
L. ' -' • 



..:)(.~nten ces in English are optionally i18g:-.t E' .. J. in the 1J["J~e 

by inserting ' not ' Af ter ,:.1 ' r:l0dal ' , ' have l or ' bc: ' . If 1; 'l oc1al, 

' h~vC I or ' be ' is not present in a sentence the UGe of the 

l ~n ' tr~.ncforma tion is obligatory to provide for t~nBC ~n~ 

Zor I not I • 

~ngliEh sentences are Dlso made interrog2tivo . T~cre 

,:re t"lO .k ind~ of interrogative sent e nc 8c.. , those th 2. t c::: n 

Le ~ :· .;L ·,e r c d by I yes I or ' no ' Dnd those thn t r c 4ui rG 

~rec ific informa tion . These are questions vhich ~t~r t with 

interrogative pronouns . 

j'h820 tJ,.'IO synta.ctic cp.t egories (~) (i. Del ( N,::;r,) COl'.J.0. aleo 

116 i~tro duC0d into the phrase st»ucture ruJ.0 of ~nglish 

~c~tance2 as optional elements in the b~sc . 

I'rom the fore go ing di sc uss i on the .phl"' 2c.:.:.e L;trncturc of 

En~liah ~entences may be summarized as: 

The Phri'~e Structure Hules of ~ngli Gh S ent cnc 0S 

1 . ::, ~ ('<) (N) NP VP (" cl v) 

~ IlF ---:{Det) (Num) (.~ dj ) N (,sj 
4 ' 

NPS 

(pred 

J) 3 . V? ~ V(l 
( NP) (pp) 

4 . V 
"/ {~~ ( 

VbeJ 
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7. Pred t} '7 ~:j 
Loc 

" PP :;:> Prep NP v . 

7. Det rrt ] ~ Poss 

Dam 

From the di scuss ion so far covcrc~ on EUBli nh sCllt~nces 

the foJ _low ing pa tt e rns of Engli sh simple Gcn t cncc r
; IJ~y be 

i~ent ifi e d us ing only the compone ~t s of the v urb lJllr~3cc 

(~ i :' Cllssed he r e . 

The Patt erns of ~n gli sh Simple Sent enc es 

P.,ltt') rn 
---~ ,.-

1 . NP V 1. Bi r clfJ f1J' 

2 . UP V NP 2. The boy 1' 8'.'.(~ t!le hool;: . 

:.; . NP V PP 3 . The boy . .'ent t r' .school . 

h . NP V NP PP 4. j 'ohn ,sen t c~. 10ttcr to me . 

5 . !'ip be NP 5 . Hr . S j·~ i th i ... ~ c:~ do ctor . 

(, . !JF be Adj 6 . The g irl " .::r e ~Je ':tE tiful. 

'I . NP be Loc 7. Th" t c :teller i -.. 0 l-:..e rc . 

" NP be pp 8. u . The t c ,-.. cJ.1.e:;.~ i :.: i n the 

Cl , .. .'J3 r ll o lll , 
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CHAPTER IV 

l'11e purp ose of this chap t e r is t" c ontl'i:.;;t ~"' 1l(1 i dent i fy 

the ~iffc re nces between t he de t a il s 0; the cunstitucnt 

ctrnctures of hmh3..ric und :6n gli s h EentonCE..c cli uc1.c: j:]C(~ i r: the 

pr8vious chDpters . 

The constituent struc ture .s of Aii1h<~ric ,---:n~~ Bn~lir;h Honn 

pilr:-:ses as indicated i n chapter 2 a n d j cont: .. i i1 the following 

c .,~. t-;gorie[j s ho ... ,n in Tabl e I . 

V.BLE I 

,- --------- _.- . -.--.--- ... --- -- . .. -- - -
h.mhar ic Bnr;;l i r: h 

- - . .... -----------,,-----'-_ . . ,-.--~-.. -.- -.. --~---
f(::.) (Art) (t,um) (Adj) Nt [(ve t) 
(= !TP ) tiP S 
, -- --------------'=----_._._ .. , -~----.--.-. - ---

nS can be seen f r om the a bove t cbla t he c:ntnct ic 

C;:: tl..!fories found i n the noun ph r ases of Ar;lh ... r i c <.-.rIe', Enii1 i ,sl1 

:;""'C iclGnticc;l thereby Gupport in g the i C~L;",~, th~ .. t 'elle (\.H!lJ 

L. tri~cture o f ser~ t e nc es in d i f f erent 1 2.nGui.1.ge::. .r:Y -; i (1IJ nticc::1 a n d 

t>.;:.t they hav e a universal set of the h'.se rulcD .
1L

:-In d~? it0"6:r the 
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f::-.ct t ha t the phr [:'ne .s truc t u r e r ulee of !·~Hh.:.ric ~ 'l.t~ 

E~1L.,l i sh noun l)hr eBes cont a in c o mm on synt cl.ctic c, ·~ t; Lorie,s , 

th~y d iff~ r in the ir d e t ~ il s as GhO~L bcl o~l : 

II'ou n :;h,r &.se s in Amha ri c nn d l.>:.;.). i sh cOl1-'J i c-c of nouns . 

<,nns i n b oth l a n g uages n r e me rke d f o r nEiTlbe r s . In .L.;i1g1 i ::..~ h , 

-ell.; l:,or}Jhcm e { - 8 fi S suff ix e d t o 

'.'hi} e l\rr:hGri c uses {-octj_ The pJ.nr2.1 of ~n[~l i sh 

hC'.:~. irregu l ar allomof p hs ~'Jh ich a r e l U':;c· 6. in nopn"": 1 i!-:o !',!C l1 , 

c hi l dren, s heep e tc. The plura l f Orl.i·-ltion l-:.rjin,' ir:co~:ul ar 

·'.ll odo r p h s in bnglish i s di f f e r e nt i" rO iJ t hat of ;.i 1L .,X'lC . 

~~his ind ic a t es on e im p ort&nt diff e r c;l1c:~ be-Crf"",'.:il tJlC tHO 

1.: .. . i.1gune;es .. 

({hen nounG wi t hin n oun phr£'ses .. r ::: ·:~Jr2c0dcc. by l1t'.'.:!.E;ral s 

or quc·.n tity words like /b;i:zu/ ' much ' o r /c",,,t/ ' hO'f rauch ', 

' how mp ny' the P.mh a ri c plura l morphslDo /-o~ ~/ i3 not 

,: trictly used o s in t n gl i s h • 

. i1mhhric 

J. . 

J ... E.. sho wn in the l!.n gli s h column n ou n e ',;i th nV.G C ~~·~ 1 : , o r 

q E"ntity vlords Er e £'l wBYS plursl i ztcl . 'J.':1is i s i',l GO .'.aothe r 

:;.i'e~. of diffe r e n ces b e twee n the t wo 1 ..: .ilGt'..~.'::::2S ~ 

In Amh a ric 1 &dje cti ve may sometinc8 'u~~ El..x l:.cc: Iu!' 

lL~lll')c r in a gr eE: ment wit h its noun z.nc.l t h i:s i f, on:.~r 

.. :.;, in: 
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Amh e. ric )'ngli s h 

t4:nnH - oc~-u l,;;-j - oC{ hed,,-

4 . l.,~oH a dd i s - oH - u-n k" fl - oH 

eyy - u 

On the o ther hand , ad j uct i v0 is llc vc r : ' l r~r !~c~ f or 

numb er in a gr e ement with it s noun i l i :~ngli f; h QG indicated 

cb ove in the 1ngli sh column . 

Bo th languE.ge G h .... tv e D.rt i c :t e r
) . Unl i l~(~ in En~). ish the 

de finite a rti c l e in Amhar ic i.: a i,iOr·,.~h olo'~ i G ·.l .'nd not 8 

leyic al Ce t egory. Am h c: ric h cB op_l y r>f i r:i t . < rticlcs for 

masculi ne a n d f e minine wh i l o ~ngliLh }ln~: (c :finitc clnd in -

def inite a rticles the Sc.r:1e fOT 2<.ll g(.'ll(~c r :; . I n .I.~l!lhar ic the 

use of the article is more opti onaJ. t hun in ~llGl i Gh for it 

is often omitted or left une;:::n',zosc:ed 15 
;".:j 1 11 : 

l.mharic ·.,;n :.,;1 i;3h 
.~ .. ~ 

6. 14: Jotcu babet w~st' nabD'art;. . 6. ~lle ~0J8 ge r e in the 

s~ nte nc ec as compl e men t s u s 8110\/n be lo\J: 

Amha ric 

7. ~ne 14-Ju mah e dun p.wqc.ll nhu I ;,no ·.' 'chat t h e boy went . 

e. 8 . 
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~he Rbovc e x amples i llustr~ te tha t the n oun VhI' 00({' in 

A.iJ~Ln· ic .: .. nd ~nglish cont F· in errlb edd.0n sent o;; llC 08 . Ail' ll u" ic l~se.s 

infiniti v e clauses while bngl i sh inser·t i nGepcn~cn·t .Io r~ 

, .'.', t ' 1 6 th - h b . . f tl b" d ~1. ~_ ci t ma rk5 t e eglnnlng 0 10 em e(~e 

:~;cntc:n c e;..; • 

if . O. 2 Re lati va Clauses in Amharic an~_~l-__ ~sl! 

I~ Amhcric end ~ngli sh the s tructur~l ~6Dcri ptiont: of 

, l ' t' 1 'f 17 r C~,~';l V~ lon ru es speC l y. 

i~ ) cer t in noun phrase s tructures th~t includ o u noun /thv 

hQ,oc; n oun/ B.nd a sentence /the embedded Gentencc/ . 

b ) that the embedded 5ent ence must include ~ noun t ~l~t i s 

iG~ntic~l with the he a d noun /identic a l ~oun/. 

T:le rules in the structur a l d ~ sc ri j)tion:-; of Ai,:h .. _~.: ic ~_n(~ 

~n31 i sh relntiviz2tions ma y be illus trated ~ith the falloning 

T!.BLL II 

Re }_Gtive Co nstruct ions in Amharic 2,11c1 En~)l i ch - ".-0--_" _ ___ _ 

---------------_._-_ ._- ---.... _---
f.mh,ric Engl i Gh 

.. - .. -.----~.---------.. ---,. ---... . , .. .. .... -. 

. - ... ~ ..... -.• -------------- .. _ •.. _._-... ... . .... .. --.-
TIle pb ove s e nte nc es justify that basicaJ.ly rcl~,tivc cJ.ansa 

con;...-~l't'.ct ions in Amha.ric and 1 n glish inc lu0.e c~'lb(;(·~!'.ed :,;ontcnces 

·,:l1j.c11 con t a in nouns which a r e identical ~:ith the he l~. nOUi1 D . 



lJ.'iiC only (~ ifferen ce is the position of the: e'dIJ(;rlc:c'J 

I n Amharic i t comes beforu ,'.' '. 
l,~ __ ~ 

I ~JOy ' while it followE the !leBel noun ' -;'-,he boy ' L:l :811::: J.i .',~ h . 

I n both l e ngu~ges there i ti no rC 3tr i ctir)n upo~ tIle 

2(,nt~nces e6 5ho ~n belo w: 

(a) Subject 

l1mh nric 

III" , )( " 
1e . YE.!".1r- tt [~ W l-!:J hede . 1 0 . T:18 ~)oy \!~10 c 'Y-"!\) \lent . 

l ~ju mutt n (embedde d S) 'i'~.l ~ ,bp.y c ,;',i8 ( C i Ibedc1e d 3) 

J.ij~ heda (mctr i x S) 11he _~b~i)'y \'JGnt ( , ,.,' <o r i :< s) 

(b) Object 

J.J 

'" .. , ( ) ",ne l,.;t..Jun r: yyahu embedded S . vlhod I ~_;L \ / . 

,·~l;~az ].:..~.fu!L ( iir r o.c t ( me tri x S . ) 

12 . ~ nE: y2.Ejafhubbc,t r i sas C'.nd b ~rr 1 2 . '.:he pene L'. \jit ~1 r:hich 

y.-... wh t'a 1 1 

4 ne bi:<I~sas 'J&fhu (embedded S.) The ~c ilcil cust one birr .. -~ ... . . .... . 

I urat e wi th "l:he ~ ).; ncil . ~ .. "-~ .... - ......... ~ ---

( ~' mbec.rlcd .G) 
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,,:; i"('. ic a ted in sen tenc e (12) " bove hoth L,ngua"e,; h,'.vEl 

i {cntic;~ nouns withi n the embedded sentenc OB which funct i on 

,~c :~ rQPoGitional objec t s . In Amh aric , the verbs of t~le 

E"""o,ldcd ,'cn t ences a r e inf i xed With{ -bb- j or { ",-J.1 - J in:.; tc . d 

Gf thL -'repos itions use d with the de le t ed i dent ical nouns 

wll i le prc[1 os i tions e r e put be fore the r e l ative p r onouns i ll 

Enc;li ::ih . 

Ji.11 ,'\Odifi e r s i n Amharich precede the head noun nhil c 

some iliodifier s pr e c ede and some follow the heat in Engli&h . 

In both lc.nguages Rd ject i ve s precede head ~.1ouns but relc.''..tives 

pr e c0de: he<"'cd nouns in Amharic whil e the y f olloy! in :811(;l i 8h 

~'.f; o11o\;.In i n scnt e nc e {l:/. 

Amharic i5Jy.0_A 
1 ) . Ie" ,1/ I ' I ..... ¥, . (I II ." 

;.uUadC', J~. yagDzzawn tiru 16 . Kabb i.dc\ tore !l-:.': .... l',.':?.:J: 

~· . l The Verb Phrases in hmhar i c a nd EnJLlj!,~ 

lJ:'hc ve r b phrase6 of Am ha r ic and E.;ngl i s h aG tliGcu~;scd in 

chccptor 2 a n d 3 conta in t he followin g categories : 

TAR LE III 

The Verb Phr ases i n Amh a ri c a n d En~~~~ 

- -----------_._--_._----_ .. . _-_. 
Amheric English 

.-------------'------- ,- ---
' r pred } ( prec~ ( l ( PP ) OP ) ) V V ( elP ) ( PP ; ) 

----- .... - --- -----------_ ... _._----"-



Similar to the constituent Etrllcturer. of A11h ':i..'ic , .... net 

cont~·.in. identic,-·, l cGtegories. The difference lie"'; i n that 

!"I.~'1h':J'ic verb occurs sentence final h'hile it appeL',.rs r.;.::~nt~nce 

11-S'1iul in :tnglish. Hor/ever there ;,'.r..:: SOillE diff-3rcncor:; \lhcn 

·~h8 ,-:".S}i8ct-tense scheme::; of the two lr:..ngu2.[;t'!S are e x amined. 

4.1 . 0 Aspec t- Te n se 

The simples t form of the v e rb phr[~;::>e.G of i.mh.::-..r ic :.>.nd 

EnGlish iB the verb. Verbs in Amh 5;r ic nrc m[crl~.ed for uspect, 

~crGon, number pnd ge nde r. In English verbs ['ro marked for 

the third person s ingular /-s/, P''l8t t cmw /ed/ , pcG t 

pcrtic iplc / - e n/ and present p a r ticiple / -inC;! . L:nsJi,;h a lso 

uses morphemes ' sh&1 1 1 and t will l to e~proGs future time 

<..."Lction.. Amhar ic approximately expre[;r~C,3 thc Ge r;oDc'..ntic 

fe,_tures morphologic ally through the perfect end ionccfcct 

In the A~haric aspe ct - t ense schcue , th o f irst divi ding 

Jinc runs between p e rf ec t a nd imperf()ct (.ction ~]h(~re<...1.s in 

English i t is divide d pr i mari ly on the bas i s of time ( ]i\s t, 

present , a nd fu ture) . 

Since the tense scheme of EngliGh if; b&seM on tilJC, 

the verbs in bngl ish could be d irectc0. to'iJa I' d.-:; three ['.xes 

of orient &tion: the re trospective , & I'ecollccting moment of 

spec:king (HP), the p rime point , the in,st 'lDt of C;'"C2.ki110 (pp) 

L .!l~. the a nticipsted, a time pOGte rior to the H:ol"!1Cnt of 

"'poe.k i ne (AP )1.8·,{8 shown iD the next t able . 
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Ti,BLE IV 

-j-----------+- -----_._--_.--,--,..--_._- ----; 
RP pp AP 

' :il l ea t ~t e w2s/~e r e ea ting 

VIas /wer e eL ting 

e c.. t s /eEt 

i s/ar c 0D.ti n£.!; 

h c.s /h:.:::.ve c<..~tc n 

hi".~G/h2c ve be en 

ee. t i n t; 

'.'Jil l be eating 

hnd ea t e n 

he'D bee n e a ting 

woul d b e ea t e n 

woul d ha ve ea t e n 

wou l d ha ve been eo ting 

will h~ve ea t e n 

n i ll ha ve bee n 

eat i ng 

1------------_._ .. _._ ----------, 

It i s clenr fr om the above t.:::.ble tho.t Lnel i Eh ve rbs 

occuring a t present axis of orient nt ion cc'ntrc8t ~it tl those 

on the pas t ax is . Thus f en t ~ 1 l i ke ' h~ s 0atcn i n~i c a t es 

orient a tion towa rd the pres e n t whil e ' a t e ' like ' hed ea t en ' 

towar d pas t . 

In the follo win g t a bl e t he Amh a ric ve r b aspe ct-tense 

i orms divided sema ntic a lly a r ;:; Give n tae;et h0 r dith t he ir 

approxima t e e quiva lent s in Engl i s h . 
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Tf.BLE V 

;~]?ect -t ense in ii.mharic and English Verbs . 

--"'----- ----~--------:-----.----

hm h f.1ric Engl i sh ~'~3pec t 
,-- ----·- -1------4--- --
Pe1'f0ct sabb e.r a he broke 

S'nbro nnbar he had broken 

sabroall he has broke n 

he has broken 

yisabrall he bre[Ll{,s , he i s brcf:J;:in,s 

he will' br enk-

yisabr nabar he was breaking L-____ -L __________________ __ 

The table e bove indicates that al l the tense s in English 

"p
19

2,1'8 "· bs,:n t . One of the t enses in Engl i sh RP /aas/nere 

b:C8C-!.kinG/ i s indica te d in the Amharic Imperfect [tspe ct. " 

Prob,-bly RP and PP axes of orientation i n English may not be 

differentiated in hmharic eas ily . Some of the tenses i n 

Enc:l ish RP ,md PP a re also a bsen t in Amharic. 
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CHAPT£R V 

Conclus ions , Findin~ 

Infe renc es and Re commendations 

5 . 0 . Conclus ions 

I t i s quite ha rd to give definitive conclucionc f or A 

ctudy on th e diffe r e nc es and similarities b( t wo~n the 

str uctures of J~mhari c and 1ngli sh , or D.ny t rw l e.n gnagcr: for 

th"t iiLtter . Thi s is due the f act that no l a ngu"go can be 

adequ~tely explored and e xpla ine d s inc e lle\! expl~nQtions and 

f indings on the s tructure of l a ngua ges comB up ~ll tha time . 

L,-, ck of ocholars, money, ma t erials and time mCtY bo COI.l0 of the 

sources for the l a ck of the thorough s tudie s on l anguoges . For 

i nst rmce , very littl e has bee n do ne on tho phonolO GY , morphology, 

oyntor a nd semantics of Amhari c . It i s evon very di fficul t to 

find " comp i led compl e t e descr i ption of Englic h, >!hi ch i s one of 

the I,os t thoroughly studie d l a nguages . Nevertheless , thi s does 

not moan that it i s complete ly impossible to dcccribe r nd 

contrast l e nguagec to arrive at D rel ~t ivcly tulid conclus ion . 

By us ing a grammatic al theory s uch as tr ansforma tional gene r a tive 

gr a \ulO1ar , wh i ch c an help to desc ribe a nd e xpl a in the structure of 

languages satisfac tori ly, it i s poss i bl e to e.na lysn the otructure 

of lnnr.;uages . It is with thi s understanding that the ~iffcrences 

bctsce n the details of the constituent s tructureG of Amh a ric and 

English sentences are described and analysed in the presont 

study . 
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As in~icate d in Chapter I , the sc ope o f thi s o tudy is 

li rlitc~ . It tries to examin e the internal structurcc ~nd 

d i,:: tl'ibu·cion.s of the cons titutf")nt s tructur8 :::; of d r.::c l .:..u ' at iv(; 

Ar:llc .. ric ~' nL_ English sente nces . It doesn t t cl ~,im to g ive fin dl 

d~sc r i ption of 211 the s e nt ence s tructures of the t wo 

l a n g1lngeG . The aim , as c ited earl i e r, is simply t l describe 

cOl1tr ;-~s t the cOllsti tue nt s tructures of Amh['.ric a nd En blis h 

s on t e nc C5 in or der t o identify the ir differences . 

In this study the componen t s of the noun ,md verb 

phr ;::,'::;o ; o f Amharic ancl :E;nglish sente nc es arc c1iscur:S BC: . T:lC 

phI' ( ". 50 r: tructure rules of tho sen t e nce s of the t ;;.10 langu 2..e;OS 

a r o pr ovir' " d in a summary fum in Appendix VI. The bac ie 

s"nt _nc e p. tternD of Amharic c nd bnglish a r e al s o i denti f i ed 

bc.cod on t he constit ue nts of Amh aric and Englich ve rb 

phrc-.ses . 

Evc nthough , th e present study shows that the c a te Gorios 

foun t'. ill tho constituent s tructures of Amhex ic dnd Engl i sh 

scnte nc ~u a r e i de ntic al , it is concluded that Q de t~il Q d 

e J::d.ij.! ino. t i on ('If the constituent s tructures of the ma in iJEtrts 

o f A!,!h :~.r i c c:.nd 1 n gl i sh sentences r e veals tha t some d i ff e rences 

c xi c t ~G enume rated in the find ings section be low. 

5 .1 . K.:e..ndings 

Tll'~ I11 2jor findings of this study a re t \,ro : 

5 : 1 : 0 The de tails of the noun phrase s of Amharic 

and ~ngl i sh have differences. 

5:1 :1 Tho details of the verb phrn~e B of Awhnric 

and ~ngli s h ha ve diffe r ences . 
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i s only dofillit,,} ~.rt i cl'J t~ i.'.. ] ,;hile 

the re a r e ~efinit J ~nd in~e ii llite 

article s i Tl ~!lbJ. i oh . ~' ·~l,:h<J.r ic :W.E no 

i nde fin i t c _ rticlc e v e n t~1i.)ugll the 

num0ral ono in l~ilih ""~ric \!:hicll i r-; " a nd " 

may be usc r} . Further,mor e: t hl-' ;Jrticles 

i n ~ngli sh f re v0ry Dtri ctly U30 d while 

th e r e i s a possibi l.ity o f ufilitting them 

in ;,mhar i c . In P..iI1hc.ric i:.cJ. jcctiv e s a r e 

marked for number i n H~r0cl~cnt with 

the ir he a d :"lonnr..; "th~.lc Lc1 :ic.:ctiv0S are 

never marked for nUinbe r in 2.g r eeme nt 

with their he~d nounG i n ~il~J. i Gh . 

Nor e ovor hea.c! n onnn ;"i thin ;.Elh<.:. r ic 

noun phruGt.:::,; t h~·.·!: c0nto.i n l1EiJc r als a nd 

quan tity word:' a r 8 no 'c r; trictly marked 

for numb e r n8 in ~n~l iGh . TIol~t ive 

clauses i n A~.l h. r i c c ome bt:'forc the 

h e nd n ou ns ',Ihil e i n .:';l1,:-li.:;h t hey com e 

nft e r t h e hC-... od nounL . ; :()j ..... \) Q"vcr the 

1 · k ' 1 ' { " 1 · A ' . . 1n 1ng e CQen~ ya- J 1 il m~~rlC 1 8 
., 

pref i xed to tho verb of the relat i ve 

cl a use while th8 linkinG element ' wh-' 

with the pr onoQi n~l of the l o s t 

i dent i cal noun i G ass i pned c t the 
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beginning of ~,l,.~i v (~ cluuses in 

~nglish . ~e[; i Je~ t lA i n , relati ve 

bas i v of th~ uynt .cti c role &nd 

human ':'.nd non· ·hr.r; .. E :c., '-cEre of the 

h end n01.U1 H!1iJy; thic i s not dcscri -

,IlW l1 relat ive 

cl ~'.u.s er...; ;Je C Oi,W Pl"(; ~por~i tional phrases , 

infi zed in th,·) v ·, r b-: of the r e l a tive 

cl<:.. .us~. ,.:.; in /'1.il!t, ric ,;ililc they a r e 

put before th~ rcl~.tiv2 p ronouns in 

phr r:SCL i'lil ich cant. L:l fl-d jGctives a nd 

p r ecede ~·.nc! t:1 ,;,: r c l ..... ti ~!G cl a uses folloVl 

;;:1:1 Th~ V2rb Phr . G8 G : -
--~ ...... - --~ - . ~ ., , ~- ~ .. V CI' 1)I3 i n Amharic 

occ ur I~ entcuc a - f i n:.J. uhil e they 

ap pG.>r scnt 0ncc - ,·.oil L 'l in E.nglish . 

Be sidef; thin , ... ;,;,lhc.l~ic v e rbs a re marked 

morph ol o Lically for ~~ pect , p ers on , 

number 2. l1 ll. [-;enl~c:r: Itihi ~ 8 the y a r e 

p a rticipl C::/- ':':l1/ .nd .:Iro::.l: n t p nrtic ipl e 
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/ -ing/ in LngJ i Gh . '.1.'110 be.c:c of ~.S p8 Ct 

- ten se sc h em(! i n i~mhnric i::-; u.ction 

(perfect or imperfe ct) ~hile it is 

mainly time (pcst , prcu~nt , future ) in 

t:.n glish . Som e t c n'~ es in Enc1 i .sh n. r e 

e ithe r cbsent or don ' t have ~irc ct 

equi val e nt in i;'l:ih (-~ric. Furthe rmore , 

s ubj ec t a nd obj e ct ~LreeAcntD of pe r s on, 

ge nde r a nd numbe r i n ~nBli 3h ~rc not so 

explicit pronouns i n Enr! i sh whsn Amharic 

verbs c a n hnvo implicit Guffixcs . 

5 . 2 . Infe r enc oc 

The finding s in this tudy hevr:: gre.>. t imp] iC i~tions on the 

tC2ch in g of ~ngl i sh to Amhari c speakerr &s inCicLt cd hel ow: 

5 : 2 : 0 The p e ssibili ty of omi ttinc the do f i ni t ~ a rt icl e 

tI!i thin a neun phr use in ~liJh ;).ric ~·.1:"'..~T le <.::c1 the 

Amhari c speuker s le nrning ~nr,l ish ,:.:~nt r~ nc·:-G to 

• 
omi t the Ln glish a r ticle" "" in I.3~ .:t.:J._L b oy . 

"' bun i s D. star. 

5: 2 :~ The merking of adjectiv~B fo r nu~~cr in ~cr ee -

ment with he n d nouns in Amh a ric ;j ~y rec~J. t in 

Horeover, since head nounG wi thin :·\.rn~ll.~.ric n oun 

phra.se tha t co nt Rin nUl.lbcrs hud qUt.·_llti t;y \'!ords 
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art;:; not strictly J"rlc.' l'k0d for nUll1bc·r [".0 in 

b ngl i s h, Amhf.:.ric speG ker£'. l CLJ.'nine Bnc-l ibh 

in the classroom. 

5 : 2 :2. Since the r elative m~rkcr "f .. mhccr i c is not the 

some in usnge like t Ile relntivc 9 ronouns of 

English, Amh a ric speake rs i:lry UGC the ~nglish 

r elative pronouns indic cri!.linut vJ.Y aD in *The 

a lso be possible to [:;0£ error .'.; ). i lee >~~~}~, .. ..E!:E: 

which I writ e i s brok0ll s ince preposit ions 

which a r e in r e l at ive cL~_us cf.., con~; t:.:uction 

ure not put before the relative pro~10uns as 

constructions, preponi tionG 2ro :i.nfi :::crl in 

the v e rbs of the rc l ~ tivd clcuc2c . 

5: 2 :3 hs fer as th e verb !)hr e500 , ~Qhiric vurb~ come 

a t the end of sent ences \/11i18 t hey ~;.r0 ,">c nte nce 

medial in bngl ish. 'rhus .... mhf:r ic [;~8,"'.kc I' s 

learning Engl ish s entences ru2Y prO(~UC8 *They 

hom e g o . Bn g l i sh ve rb s i.l r ;;' ~ni.lrl:cc:. for 

pas t/-e d/ , p as t particij010/-ep.f ,.n(l pr esent 
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participle/ins/while L;:::h.T i c verb :.: , r c r,~ .r ke d 

in other diffe r e nt wBy C to c.~resG thece 

linguistic feL, tures . Thus it "w.y oc po',;"ibl& 

letters now. Moreover s ince S Ofie of the 

t e n ses in Engl ish are e i thor &b.scnt 01' (lon ' t 

have di r 0c t equi v alent i n i\l lh ~tric, 1\r.lh .... r i c 

s pe e king s tuden t s lC i1rning EnrsJ ish ,.l:,y ao t 

differentiate bnglish t cnces . ThuD it way 

b e possible to notic e oe nt enc0a QR *Wc cu t . ~- -..... 

a nothe r hour or 30. :-furthc r mure ~;'J"oih .. .1' ic v c'r'b s 

can have irnplici t Guff i :{c.s to in L~ic;,.·. i;c 

subject - obj ec t agr eemen t of p0ruon , Gender 

an d number while expl icit pr0noun~ are used 

in Lngli s h. 

~nglish sente nces rnayth ink of t ile irnpJ. icit 

s uffixes and may omit the ~xplicit pronouns 

;:.8 i n *He gave , *H <.: prat e . 

j . 3 Rec ommendation s 

Bas e d on the conclus i ons and fin dingH of this s tudy 

it io r ecommended that: 

5:3: 0 A wide a n d exhaustive a tn Cy be c nrried O" t on 

the s tructure of Amh: r ic using s Oi..1!lCl [';rE'1.f.lIi12..t i -

cal theory s uch as trRnc lorrl 2ctiona l [-:0!1crati ve 

grammar . 
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5:3 : 1 Ex pe rim ent a l s t u~i~c be c.r r i Qd out to 

de t e rmine t he dc£r~e or J i fficultic c on 

5 : 3 : 2 

the a r eas of d i ff~! ronccs bctDcen tho structures 

of Amharic Rnd ~nBl i sh. 

The desc ript ion C~ the COTIGtitu-u't s tructu r e 

of Lngl i s h se nt e ncGs be uccd t o revi oc a nd 

improve c urri culums ~nQ tc~ ~ t -bool~s of English 

in the school i'nd institutc0 of highe r l earning 

for t eac hing Engl i Bh better . 
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T . . BL3 VI 

The Phrase Struc t ure Rul e s of i.mhc,ric "_nd .'p"nGlish Sentences 

.--------------_._--,_. ----.- .----------------
).11 Hp.RIC ENG L I [; H 

t---------- - --.. -----.-1----- l, 
1. S _ ---' ...... (~) (Neg) ( J,dv) NP VP 

7 

2. NP _ __ ~I(S)U.rt) (Num) (:,dj) N1 "t S NP J 
3 . VP \ Pred .]V 

> ( L ( PP ) ( NP ~.f1 

4. V 3> l~~} 
V Cop 

5. Pre d ~ NP 

i.dj 

PP 

Loc 

6. V Cop > [V 0.11 -1 
V na- f 

7. PP ---7 Prep NP 
, 

1. S 

2. lIP 

J ' VP 

i i· • V 

--~7 ("') (Neg) NP VP (Adv) 

__ ~»f(Det ) (Num) Udj ) N (5)1 
L NP S 

~ V ( n~;~ (pp) I I 
~ [ ~~ ( 

V b e t 
5 P

'- ' { NP I • " e Q ) ;;j 
Loc 

6 . PP 
7 

Pr8 p NP 

'"" 

[ rlrt ~ 
> . ~oss 

m 
7. De t ----

w ____ .... _________ _ .. . __ 
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J,ppendix - B 

TJ,l3lE VII 

~?\~_t_Grns of :imharic and Engli s h ,s i mpl e ~entenceS 

- --- . ,--

~':....r·~Hh.b: IC l, N G LIS H 
\ -. -- - .j-------- - -- - - -----------,--- - - --I P 2. t tern Pa t tern 

1 

2 

3 
4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
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