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ABSTRACT

Studying the experiences of stepchildren is vesgetal for both the wellbeing of child in
particular and the well functioning of the famity general as a unit. The present study explored
children’s situation with the aim of understandegeriences of stepchildren in their own
scrutiny. The study utilized data from eight coneece and purposively selected individuals
through sentence completion, story writing andringv. A thematic analysis is used to analysis
the data

The study clearly indicated that stepchildren apg@:éo experience unfriendly family
environment which can impact their wellbeing. Intfahere were stepchildren who have
friendly family environment. Children from steppatéousehold experience educational
impediment as well as less contact with their nsidential parent/familiebest interest of the

child. Stepchildren also appear to have less genuiagaeship with their stepparent, which
plays major role for the involvement of the stegpés for betterment of the child life. Physical
abuse, less intimacy with stepparent, emotionas@band ignorance by stepparents are also
more likely exhibited in the stepparent househdBisiilarly, stepchildren experience
discriminatory action by their stepparents. Steldecln live in the stepmother households appear
to experiences those situations more than chilfieen stepfather households.

Stepparents are recommended to develop harmore@ionship with their stepchild for both
the wellbeing of the child and the family unit tbhgh promoting trust relationship, children
emotion and positive reaction for child requesti8l workers support is essential here to
promote the wellbeing of the child. Indeed, fanpblicies need to clarify the relationship of
stepchildren and stepparent in the household-vehiei responsibility of stepparent for child?

KEYWORDS: Stepparent household, Stepparent, Stkjvehi Experience
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CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background

Remarriage and the formation of stepparent houdakalot a new phenomenon in the
country Ethiopia and in other countries. Throughastory, in this contemporary world
remarriage has existed as an acceptable solutithe toss of a spouse (Ihinger-Tallman, 1988).
The first constructed family might get dissolutioecause of either the natural factors like the
death of any of the spouses or personal reasamsgliVorce. It is universal that most people who
losses their partner in any means could go onn@arg/ with new partner and bring children
from the previous marital relationshi@oleman, Ganong, & Fine, 2000; Robertson et D62
Tifferet, 2010). The formation of such remarriagenilies with children leads to the enigma of
stepparent household, stepparenting, and stepehil&tepparent households were created
primarily when divorced parents or widow/widowergyats remarried after having children from
prior relationship. Such families are also fairbnamon, due to no marital birth rate, multiple-
partner fertility, and high rates of maternal mttyeduring child birth (Juby, Le Bourdais,
Marcil-Gartton, 2001; Robertson et al., 2006, {F.fie American Academy of Child and

Adolescent Psychiatry, 2006; Wojtkiewicz & Holtzm&005).

Seeing the prevalence of stepchildren live ingtepnt households, even though there is
no statistical data on the prevalence of remarréagestepchildren in the country Ethiopia, the
data below indicates the extent of divorce ratectvltian possibly plays the major role for the
prevalence of stepparent households (lhinger-Tal)rh@88; Juby et al., 2001; Robertson et al.,
2006) is high. Tilson and Larson (2000) reportet #5 percent of marriages in Ethiopia end in
divorce within 30 years; 28 percent of first magea end in divorce within the first five years;

34 percent within ten years, and 40 percent witbQryears (p. 360). Specific to Addis Ababa,
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certified divorces from the year 2005/6- 2009/10evE504, 1701, 2095, 2264, 2258
respectively (Lideta, Office of Archives and Docurtation). Those data possibly indicate the
prevalence of stepparenting in the country bechigsatures indicate that the increase of
divorce increases the prevalence of steppareneholds (Barbara, 2004; Robertson, et al.,
2006; Tifferet, 2010). Indeed in the country theadce rate before having children might be
higher than after. In addition to the divorce ratther factor like no marital child birth rate, tea
of either of spouse contribute for the prevalencgtepparent households in the country. That is
because there are high rates of maternal mortilityng childbirth, death of a partner due to war
in Ethiopia (Atalelegn Kebret, 1996; Jelaludin Alim@ngeli, Alemtsehay Biru, & Salvini,

2001) and death in other reasons.

The new stepparent households might be charaafdsizsubstantially more complex
relationships (Bramlett & Mosher, 2002). Socialitgions have not established norms
regarding the roles played by stepparents and ¢hédren, ex-spouses and each other,
nonresidential parents and their children, and esidential parents and stepparents for the well
functioning of the family and child wellbeing (Voyuan & Hamilton, 2006). That makes the
situation in stepparent households more stresaflihaakes relationships more conflicted and
difficult (Cherlin, 1978). Norms could be like haatepparent and/or nonresidential parents
should involve in the life of the child given tretepparent and child haven’t blood relationship,
and child and nonresidential parent are not litogether. But if it is for first married families

there is a clear norm that parents has the redmbtysio play all parenting roles.

As Kirby (2006) reviewed from various research hessdone in different countries
outside Ethiopia, children in stepparent househdtmrot fair as well as do those in first-married

families across a number of important domains degibere in the next sentence. Children who
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live in stepparent households have lower gradedamer academic test scores compared to
children who live in first-married families (Asto@McLanahan, 1991; Bogenscheider, 1997;
Jeynes, 2000; Teachman, Carver, & Paasch, 199), store internalizing problems such as
depressed mood (Dawson, 1991; Hanson, McLanahdino&son, 1996; Zill, Morrison, &
Coiro, 1993) and more externalizing problems suctedinquency than do children in first-
married families (Hoffman & Johnson, 1998). Thigder the researcher to explore really what
stepchildren would experience in stepparent hoddedrtvironment in Ethiopia particularly in
the study area. Moreover, the adaptations requifetiildren by the structural characteristics of
remarriages have received even less researchiattéinan those of separation and divorce
(Bumpass 1984). Particularly in Ethiopia, the isstistepparent households especially about
stepchildren is not given enough attention for lregearch and practice work. Nonetheless
researches in other part of world indicated thdtidn in remarried families are at increased
risk for the development of psychological, behaaiosocial and academic problems in
comparison to those in two-parent, non-divorcedilfam(Hetherington, 2003). The current
study explored experiences of stepchildren in tepmarent household environment from the
children’s perspectives given that understandiegdtildren would help to improve their

situation.

1.2 Organization of the Thesis

The thesis proceeds as follows. The first chaptersgan introduction to stepparent
households and convinces the rationale of the oustedy. It incorporated also the research
guestion. The next section, chapter two, revietesdtures on stepparenting and stepchildren.
Similarly international, regional and national mshents on the rights of children are

summarized. The research objectives are also #eschiere in this chapter. In chapter three the
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research method and the research processes afithease explained as well. Ethical issues are
also part of this section. The fourth chapter asgal®ut the key findings of the research. The
result of this research finding also discussectlation other research findings in the section of
discussion, chapter five. Finally, chapter six siariges the major findings of the study and
forwards the social work implications.

1.3 Statement of the Problem

Parenting is undoubtedly one of the most challemngates in one’s lifetime. It is beyond
being responsive to the child need. Parents nebd tomodel to their children’s behavior as
well as a monitor of their child’s behavior and Bamment, to prevent problems along the way
(National Institute of Child Health and Human Deyghent, 2001). However, in stepparent
households, instead of playing the above paremtiles, it is a complex task for them achieving
family solidarity (Coleman, Ganong, & Fine, 2000hdson, et al., 2008; Strong, DeVault,
Sayad, 1998; Stewart, 2005). The complexity ofstiepparent household is underscored when
we consider that it requires not only a reorgamretf the family members but also a
revamping of how the stepparent households respondsacts to, and resolves family conflict
(Turner &West, 2002).

Bringing children into a new marital relationshigncinfluence several dynamics of the
relationship and overall family functioning (Rolsam et al, 2006). When a stepparent household
is formed, the members have no shared family hestar shared ways of doing things, and they
may have very different beliefs (The American Aaagieof Child and Adolescent Psychiatry,
2006). Moreover, Hetherington and Stanley- Hag&®022 demonstrated that in the immediate
aftermath of a parental remarriage, most childsgregence emotional distress and behavior

problems, including anger, resentment, non-compéaanxiety and depression, as they cope
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with the confusion and apprehension stemming frbanging relationships in the family and
shifts in their life situation.

Robertson et al (2006) illustrated about the retethip between stepparents and
stepchildren that when stepparents disengage &edan very little with their stepchildren or
when they use coercive or punitive disciplinarydeabr, the stepparent-stepchild relationship is
negatively affected. Similarly, Buehler and Gerénited in Seth, 2005, p.2) indicated that
marital conflict in the stepparent household isaiegly related to parents' involvement in their
children’s lives. Moreover, other researches degitthat, many who live in such families (both
stepchildren and stepparent) are unhappy withdimed available to name themselves (Claxton-
Oldfield & Voyer, 2001; Wojtkiewicz & Holtzman, 2&). In the same way the general society
perception toward stepchild and stepparenting &nthusiastic (Claxton-Oldfield & Voyer,

2001; Goldscheider & Kaufman, 2006; Turner & We82; Wojtkiewicz & Holtzman, 2005).

Therefore, in order to understand the Ethiopiareegrpce, this study explored the
experiences of stepchildren live in that steppanenisehold environment. Beyond that this
research covered experiences of stepchildren whbeing raised in the stepparent households
experience on the views of children themselvesIdixg the experiences of stepchildren in the
stepparent household is highly relevant to undedsthildren for their well being as well as
their family well functioning as a unit. Besidelsetimportance of giving an emphasis to
stepchildren and their familial experience is thilaé¢, adequacy of young children to develop
independence and assume social responsibilitiésangely depend upon how families bring up
their children (Baumrind & Black, 1967). That ig the fact that family structure has important
implications for children’s outcomes via educatperformance, psychological functioning,

health and behavioral wellbeing. Researches implittaat children in two biological parent
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families are better than children living with apgtarent (Coleman 2000; Halpern-Meekin &
Tach, 2006; Hofferth & Anderson, 2001; Kerr & Midbld, 2004; Parke, 2003; Wojtkiewicz &

Holtzman, 2005).

Stepchildren situation and experience in stepparargnting environment needs to be
studied because children raised in married-biokdegparent families are less likely to engage in
delinquent and criminal behavior; which is boysedl in stepparent households are three times
as likely to be delinquent (Dornbusch et al cite®eleshi Zeleke & Sentayehu Tadesse, 1998,
p.31; does marriage matter? pdf, n.d, p.24). Anldiedn who are in stepparent households also
tend to leave home earlier than children who livinwoth married biological parents (Parke,

2003).

Even though literatures depict the different chradles and situations of stepparent
households, and children arrangement problemasjgiaf new families, it is less explored as
well as discussed the issue of stepchildren expezeeliving in that challenging family
environment, especially as to children view tokhewledge of the researcher. More specifically
in Ethiopia the familial experiences of stepchildie stepparent households and the children’s
own points of view and perception is not fully esq@d. To fill this glaring gap in research, the
researcher conducted this study to uncover therexme of stepchildren in the stepparent
household. The study explored the experiencespthildren as to the three pillars of the Child
Right Convention (CRCBest interest of the child, Survival and developmemd Non
discrimination That is with the assumption that stepparents ddterent duties and
responsibilities of promoting children wellbeingwilsat it is expected from parents to do for

children life achievement once they reconstrucgedilfy and live together with their stepchild in
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one family organization (Fine, 1989; Mason, Hamigay, Svare., & Wolfinger, 2002;

Stepfamily Scotland, n.d).

1.4 The Rationale of the Study

It could be clearly seen that the situation of sk&dren in the stepparent households in
Ethiopia hasn’'t been studied. Research in thessas still negligible. It is not only about
stepchildren but also the situation of remarriaggaifies in general is the neglected area in the
country both on research and practice. Henceatitee about the familial experiences of
stepchildren in the stepparent household envirotipenicularly in Ethiopia has been hard to
find. Therefore, this research tried to exploregkperiences of stepchildren who live in the

stepparent households focusing on the nurturanckildren in that family environment.

1.5 The Research Question

What is the experience of stepchildren living iepgtarent households Kolfe Keranyasub-

city?

1.6 Significance of the Study

The nurturing family environment in the upraisirfgchildren is needed for the
development and wellbeing of the child. This implikat parents in the household need to be
concerned about playing their roles in the childrall development as a parent. Nevertheless, as
indicated earlier, little is known about what stejdren are experiencing in the stepparent
family environment given that stepparent househatdscomplex and the relationship between
stepparent and stepchildren is non biological. fade is also a negative connotation toward

‘step’. The study, therefore, came up with someegarsituation of stepchildren living in
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stepparent household environmenKimife Keranyasub-city which would help maintaining the
well being of children in particular and the positifunctioning of the family as a unit in general.
Furthermore, the study provided some useful dioedibr conducting further research in the
area.

1.7 Summary of the Chapter

Households that emerge from remarriage with childnee known as stepparent
households, which are prevalent in Ethiopia tod, Bawever people have a negative perception
toward stepparenting and stepparent householdsoarplex even achieving family solidarity,
situation of stepchildren in the stepparent houkishio Ethiopia haven'’t studied yet. Prior
researches concentrated more on children outcanretaition with family structures as well as
the children adjustment experiences of new fangtynfation. Particularly, coming to country
Ethiopia this segment of population hasn’'t beedistlias well. Given that this research
explored the experiences of stepchildren who livthe stepparent households from the
children’s perspectives with the research quesifdwhat is the experience of stepchildren

living in stepparent householdsKwlfe Keranyosub-city?’



EXPRIENCES OF STEPCHILDREN 9

CHAPTER TWO: LITRATURE REVIEW

2.1. Definition and Characteristics of Stepparent Hoosash

Families that emerge from remarriage with childaesm known generally as stepparent
households (Strong et al, 1998). Stepparent holg&horeated when two adults form a
household in which one or both brings a child framrevious relationship and the new partner
becomes a significant adult or parental figureh&rtpartner's child (Juby et al., 2001, p. 2). The
member of the couple to whom the child is not lyatally related comes to be stepparent,
specifically the stepmother or stepfather. Theiti@ual definition of a stepparent household is a
married couple where one or both members of thplecave pre-existing children who live
with them. But, recently the definition is oftenpaxded to include all cohabiting couples,
whether married or not (Papernow & Patricia, 1998 current research insisted to prior
definition of stepparent households. A stepparenskhold can be “simple,” in which only one
member of the couple has a prior child or child@n can be “complex” or “blended”. In
blended stepparent households, both members obtipde may have had pre-existing children,
or the couple may have additional children toge{Behultz, Schultz, & Olson, 1991). A
blended family is a sub-set of the stepparent Hmldeand refers to families that include

children who do not share the same natural pa(@aby et al., 2001).
2.2. Myths about Stepparent Households

As it is summarized below from the work of Sand&@84), there are myths that can
strongly influence the way blended families see f@etlabout themselves. | think these myths
have a role on what child could experience in Hrailly. In fact, those are researched from

European countries, not in Ethiopia. These mythg imzrfere with the performance of difficult
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developmental tasks facing a blended family irmitempt to become an integrated and

successful family unit. Those are

Stepmothers are wicked Although this myth seems almost too obvious to hieygact on

blended family formation, the fact that it is salefly known and held is what is most important.
Indeed, it is recited in fairy- tales and nursdrymes for each new generation in their formative
years. In fact we need to remember that it is selttee individual who is ‘wicked', but rather the

relationships of these individuals which make treppear so.

Children of divorces and remarriages are forever denaged: This myth stems from society
having most experience with the traditional nuckeanily and its values. The primary belief in
the past was that a marriage lasted until the defadhe partner. However, in today's society,
people no longer remain married solely for the psgpof raising children. The belief that the
children of blended families and single parent fasiare damaged stems from this old cultural

belief and not from relevant clinical research.

Remarriage after a spouse's death goes more smoothhan after a divorce: The traditional
reasoning underscoring this myth is that deathiefites one person in an already complex
blended family structure. However, it is usefuldalize that change is change, whether it is
caused by death or divorce. In fact, in some waygsarriages after death may be more difficult
because of the post-death idealization of the geaent or the different rates of mourning in

various family members.

Blended family integration occurs quickly: It arises from the larger belief that once a hurslle
crossed, it is left behind forever. In the casblehded families, this hurdle may be remarriage,
settlement of custody issues, or any host of aseres. Once these large hurdles are passed, the

expectation that integration should now occur rigadifrequently met with frank
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disappointment and resentment. In fact, blendedyantegration occurs rather slowly; most
clinicians point out that families require thredite years before stable, cohesive interaction
occurs. The stability of the blended family will si@ften be different than members’

expectations (Sanders, 1984).
2.3.The Structural Differences of Stepparent Households

Impressing to the structural differences of steppahouseholds, scholars, according to
the explanation of Strong et al. (1998) and Weidl§{a®07) identified the following structural

characteristics of stepparent households whiclerdifbm biological families.

1. All members have suffered important losses inclgdalationships and dreams of what their

family would be like.

2. One biological parent lives outside the currentifanide or she may either support or

interfere with the new family.

3. Allindividuals in the family come together withguwious family histories.

4. Stepparent roles are ill defined. No one know &egwhat he or she is supposed to do as a

stepparent. Most stepparents try role after roté they find one that fits.

5. Children are members of two households if they rargact with both biological parents.

6. Little, if any, legal relationship exists betweeapparents and stepchildren.

2.4.Positive Aspects of Living in a Stepparent Housdliot Children

Living in stepparent household potentially hasftilwing advantages (stepfamily

Australia 2010 & Weisbard, 2007).
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1. Children have male and female adult role modethérhousehold. And, the stepparent may
have a more objective view of the stepchildren muag be able to initiate change or provide

insights into the children’s behavior.

2. Stepparents can provide friendship, nurturing andtenal support for children. The new
couple provides a positive adult model for childtersee that two adults can care for each
other and live compatibly together. Thus, childcan learn from stepparents and
stepsiblings about how to get along with othersthiegt can observe and learn from different

family lifestyles and value systems.

3. Children’s adaptability and flexibility can be ieased by living in a stepparent household.

4. The family members may enjoy a higher standardvofd thanks to combined incomes, and

there is an opportunity to feel part of a two-pafamily again.

2.5. Situation of Stepparent Households and Stepchilaré&ithiopia

Like other countries in the world, due to deatlspduse or prevalence of divorce and
then remarriage stepparent households exist hé&tthiapia too. However, unfortunately
nothing has been found in organized manner viaarebeapers, government publication, or in
other way about situation of Ethiopian stepparentseholds. But different art works that
incorporate about step (could be step mother dd)clike fictions, poems, films, plays and
public proverbs depict about Ethiopian stepparentskholds that stepparents are not genuine to
their stepchildren and vise versa. Nonethelessrdo to literatures in abroad, social
stigmatization of divorce and stepfamilies is enid@umpass, 1984, Kung, Hung, & Chan,
2004; Yang & Rosenblatt, cited in Webber 2002) WwHicouldn’t find out and think of in

Ethiopia.
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2.6. The Meaning of Family to Stepchildren

Lambert (2008) found that stepchildren had a vaétreasons for determining whether
or not their stepparent wasfamily. Some stepchildren stated that they only Hasur stepparent
as family because they were married to the famigrmin parent, were living with them, and/or
had children with their family-of-origin parent. i@ reasons still cited the legal marriage, but
also an emotional component, such as seeing thpastmnt as a surrogate parent. Similarly,
other reasons were purely emotional, in which stidghen described the stepparent being there
for them, not trying to take over for their decahse nonresidential parent, and treating them
like their own child. The number of years livinmgether, the stepparent being legally married to

the parent, is the other factor (DiVerniero, 2010).

2.7.Effects of Remarriage on Children and Their Adjustitnin Remarried Families

In the immediate aftermath of a parental remartiagest children experience emotional
distress and behavior problems, including angsemntnent, non-compliance, anxiety and
depression, as they cope with the confusion anceippsion stemming from changing
relationships in the family and shifts in theieli$ituation (Hetherington and Stanley- Hagan,
2002). Seeing effects of marital transitions ondrkn’s adjustment, on average, preadolescent
children in divorced and remarried families, nowedced families show increased levels of
aggression, conduct disorders, non-compliancepdience and decreased self-regulation and
social responsibility, as well as poorer classrammduct and academic performance
(Hetherington, 2003). Children in remarried fansleso show an increased risk for internalizing
problems, including higher levels of depression anxiety, and lower levels of self-esteem
compared to children in non divorced families. Askalents from remarried families compared to

those from non-divorced families show a two- tee#hifold increase in risk for psychological and
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behavioral problems, including school drop out,déowocioeconomic and educational
attainment, early sexual activity, having childmn of wedlock, unemployment, substance
abuse, delinquent activities and involvement withisacial peers (Halpern-Meekin & Tach,
2006; Hetherington, 2003; Hofferth & Anderson, 20Berr & Michalski, 2004; Parke, 2003;

Wojtkiewicz & Holtzman, 2005).

2.8.Family Environment and Perspectives

Cherlin (1978) argues that remarriages are a shiaaly structure than traditional
family forms due to the lack of institutionalizedles, with their given rights and responsibilities,
for the remarried partners. This also extends test@red children present in the union. Due to
such issues as whether and to what degree steppheye the authority to discipline
stepchildren, Cherlin describes remarriages as tiptre development of more stressful family
dynamics than traditional families face.

Family systems perspectivi:clarified that each relationship between indials within a

family unit affects and is affected by all othebsystem relationships contained within the
family (Hetherington, 1999). For example, the tgbeelationship a stepfather has with his
stepchild will affect his relationship with his wifis well as his relationship with their mutual
child (Halpern-Meekin and Tach (2006). It concepiaes the response of the whole family
system (including its boundary, the roles, relalips and functioning of subsystems), to the
reorganization needed for restoration of equilitorivhen the family goes through a remarriage
(Tan-jacob, 2006).

The socialization perspectiv&irby (2006) summarized in his writing that the maégenet of this
perspective is that the support, supervision, aodets of behavior provided by parents affect

the development and well-being of children. Accogdio the socialization perspective, the
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primary reason that children who experience tharsgion of their parents are, on average,
worse off than other children is that the familpeyg that result from parental separation are less

effective at providing a secure and consistentrenment for socialization (Kirby, 2006)

2.9. Stepparent Households and Family Law

However, the stepparent does not automatically gaiental responsibilities and rights
towards a child, if the stepparents look afterdhi#éd even on a temporary basis they are
expected by law to safeguard the child’s healtketigpment and welfare when they marry with
the child’s parent (Stepfamily Scotland, n.d, pS&ijmilarly, stepparents also provide economic
and emotional support, perform child-raising tasklome, and serve a parental role in the

child's world outside the home (Engel, 2005, p.10).

Fine (1989) reviewed that family law does not pnéigeprovide clear and comprehensive
rules to define the responsibilities of partieshi® stepparent-stepchild relationship (see,
Mahoney, 1987; Markoff, 1984; Ramsey & Masson, 398&milarly, in Ethiopia nothing is
described about stepparent households in the ddendy code except article 268 which talks
about non-biological custody; “parents who areliological has to apply to the court to get the
parenting role over the child”. In the eyes of e, the status of parenthood is generally
restricted to biological and adoptive parents. faeents are viewed as “a major category of
‘third parties’ who develop relationships with thstepchildren but are not regarded as legal
parents (Pollet, 2010). The areas most often adéddes the area of family law and stepfamilies
are: a) child support obligations during the maeiab) child support duties following the
termination of the parents' remarriage, c) stepgarestody of stepchildren following
dissolution of the remarriage, and d) steppareiggation rights following dissolution of the

remarriage (Fine, 1989).
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2.10.Children’s Rights in Different Instruments (PoliEyameworks)

Legally, children have the right to be loved, r@be hurt, free expression, health and the
right to choose they like. Hence, different natipnegional and local instruments and policies
that give clear picture about situation of thea@hd be and others obligations for the well being

and development of the child have been ratified.

International Instrument: United Nation Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC)

The UNCRC is the most widely ratified conventioatthecognizes every child’s right to
a standard of living conducive to physical, mendpliritual, moral, and social development.
Specifically seeing the articles as it is cleatynsnarized by Ochaita and Espinosa (2002)
Article 6 recognizes the primary condition of haathe right to life, and to survival and
development of all children. Articles 2 and 3, whguarantee, respectively, the right of non-
discrimination and the principle of the best instseof the child, are related to the general
protection of the rights to physical health andaoimy. Subsequently, Articles 24 to 27 deal
more specifically about the rights related to Healtisfiers due consideration of pollution risks
and education for health. Articles 32 to 39 reéfeprotection from physical risks related to
health; they also deal with protection from psydugatal risks, economic/labor exploitation, and
other different forms exploitation.

It is also explained in the Ochaita and Espino88Z%? article that, the Convention makes
it clear from the outset that it considers the fgras an important natural context of growth for
the child, devoting several of its articles to tiédd’s rights to a family life, as well as to that
that children’s rights should be respected withim family. In relation to it, Article 5 sets down
the right of the child to be given appropriate diren and guidance from parents or other family

members as provided for by local custom. Finalyicle 18 refers to the need — and the
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corresponding right — of children to be properlgresl by their parents, in accordance with the
principle that both parents have common resporitsésiifor the upbringing and development of
the child. Articles 19 to 21 refer to protectionrr physical and psychological risks deriving
from the non-existence or poor functioning of thmily system. Specifically, Article 19 deals
with the right of the child to be protected frorhfarms of maltreatment, exploitation, and
abuse.

Generally those can be categorized under majorditlars: best interest of the child,
survival and development, non discrimination, ahiddcparticipation which are defined as well
in the operational definition section of this refpdm fact, for the sake of attainability child
participation pillar will not be incorporated inistresearch. This inquiry will explore the
experiences of step children based up on those fhllars with the assumption that as it is
anticipated just from parents; stepparents haverdifit duties and responsibilities of what it is
expected from parents to do for children life agBraent once they reconstructed family and
live together with their stepchild in one familyganization (Fine, 1989; Mason et al., 2002; and
Stepfamily Scotland, n.d).

Regional Instrument: African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of Child (ACRWC)

The ACRWC is framework to protect the rights andfare of African children which
was born out of the UNCRC in order to give an Adriccontext to Convention taking into
consideration African cultural values, experienaed practices. The Charter does not negate the
Convention. “It has been contended that the Chardsrborn out of the feeling by African
member-states that the Convention missed impostaeio-cultural and economic realities of the
African experience. The point of difference betwehe Convention and the Charter is the

focus “Whereas the Convention generally makes#rchat children are independent subjects
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and have rights, the Charter stresses the needltale African cultural values and experience in

considering issues pertaining to the rights ofdhiéd in Africa” (Olowu, 2002, 128).
The Constitution of the Federal Democratic Republiof Ethiopia

In the constitution that has come in to full foeoed effect as of the 2bf august1995, it
is clearly stated that all international agreemeati§ied by Ethiopia are an integral part of the
law of the land (article 9:4). Here in the congtdn, children have many rights which should be
secured and protected by the government. Articlgl@Rights of the Child (1) Every child has
the right: “..."d) Not to be subject to exploitaipractices, neither to be required nor permitted
to perform work which may be hazardous or harndiis or her education, health or well-
being; ... " (2) In all actions concerning childr@hether undertaken by public or private social
welfare institutions, courts of law, administrataethorities or legislative bodies, the best

interests of the child shall be a primary consitierd”.

2.11.Conclusion

Generally this paper aims to understand the egpeei of stepchildren in stepparent
households. Hence, to conceptualize the experieinstepchildren, the researcher plans to use
the United Nations Convention on The Rights of@n#ld, and its three pillars: best interest of
the child, survival and development, non discrirtiota Parents play major roles for the
situation of the child in all those pillars. Adststipulated in the CRC and other human right
documents, parents are expected to build a nugtdaimily environment for children upraising
or it mean explicitly children have the right to pr@vided with affection, emotional,
psychological, material support as well as be freen neglect, abuse, and any mistreatment

which all are under those pillars as indicators.tBis provision will enable the researcher to use
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the CRC pillars as a base to explore the expergeotstepchildren in relation with parents’
responsibilities and involvement in all those issfer the child well being and development as a
parent. In general these three pillars will enabtearcher to understand what stepchildren
experience or how the children feel in relationhvitte parent’s role in fulfilling their best
interest, the stepparent’s role in the survival dedelopment of the stepchild, and the

stepparents’ treatment of the child regarding thsicration as stipulated in the UNCRC.

2.12.0Objectives of the Study

This research has the main objective of exploriregexperiences of stepchildren living
in stepparent households’ environmentKoife Keranyosub-city, Addis Ababa. The study has

also the following specific objectives

1. To explore children’s perception towards life i tstepparent household.

2. To examine the way in which stepchildren view tipairents’ role in fulfilling their best

interest.

3. To explore stepchildren’s experience regarding tieipparents’ involvement in the

nurturing and development of children.

4. To explore, if and how, stepchildren experiencdistrimination by stepparents within

the household.
2.13.Operational Definitions of Terms

Families established because of remarriage witdreim of prior relationship have
been called various names in the literatures. Tdkmseconstructed families, reconstituted,

stepfamilies, remarried families, combined, anchbés families are often used in literatures. For
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this research, the researcher preferred to usetime'stepparent households’ to represent such
families for the reason of the simplicity of thenteto portray the step is the father or mother in
the family and its sense of belongingness, viafathpr household instead to say stepfather
family. So herein this research, ‘stepparent householgsesl synonymously to other terms.

Indeed, rarely other terms might be used in thgepas to the necessity.

A Child: "Child" is used as defined by the UNCRC, Articlagl"every human being below the
age of 18 years unless, under the law applicaltleetchild, majority is attained earlier".
However, for the intention of this study childree d2 — 17 years old

Best Interests of the child:This means that all actions concerning childredentaken by
parents should center first for the benefit of¢héd to advance his/her life and it need to be a
primary consideration.

Experience: Stepchildren experiences of parents’ involvemerftiifilling their best interest, for
survival and development of the stepchild, andstepparents’ treatment of the child regarding

discrimination.

Discrimination: It is favoritism as well as ignorance by steppatkeat might happen by having

a form of stratification within the family in diffent circumstances.

Stepparent Household:is a family unit that evolves as a result of anage between two
partners at least one of whom brings his/her dndch previous relationship.

Stepchildren: a child who is not a biological child for eithefrtbhe spouses in the household.

Survival and Development:it is the responsibility of parents to involvetire life of the child

and play all roles on the nurturance and developmietme child via emotional and
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psychological supports as well as a protection fatinforms of physical or mental violence,

injury or abuse, neglect or negligent treatment.
2.14. Summary of the Chapter

The chapter reviewed different research mateaiatsdocuments written about
stepparent households and stepchildren that gevaithlight of literature available on the
regard.lt has is discussed the family myth that childrédigorces and remarriages are forever
damaged and remarriage after a spouse's deatimgmesmoothly than after a divorce. People
have, in Ethiopia too, a negative perception tovaegpparenting. Beyond the negative aspect of
living in the stepparent household, getting steppihave a positive dimension to stepchild in
the household like stepparents can provide frieipdsiurturing and emotional support for
children. Stepchildren experience emotional distaesl behavior problems, including anger,
resentment, non-compliance, anxiety and depressidrother many. It is also illustrated that in
the stepparent household each relationship betmeenduals within a family unit affects one
another family as a system. Stepparents who |aek tfe child even on a temporary basis are
expected by law to ‘safeguard the child’s heal#yedopment and welfare when they marry with
the child’s parent. As it is depicted in internatad regional and national documents, children
have rights of living in a friendly family envirorent. Having those ideas in to consideration this
research aimed, to contribute on the regard, ttoexphe experiences of stepchildren live in

stepparent households’ environment.
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CHAPTER THREE: RESEACH METHOD

3.1.The Research Design

This study is conducted to explore the situatiostepchildren’s lives in stepparents’
households. An exploratory case study researclgul@ss used to see what stepchildren
experienced and how they view their experienceceSihere is no study on subject of this
research, which is conducted in Ethiopia, the dsxploratory study is needed to explore the
lived experiences of stepchildren. Kreuger and Neu(2006) highlighted that exploratory
studies are used in situations where little is km@wwritten about a certain issue. They stated
that exploratory research answers “what” questwingse aims are to “become familiar with
basic facts, setting, and concerns” about an iS&us.exploratory study also helped to generate

new concepts on the issue of stepparenthood apdmsighood in Ethiopia.

Qualitative research method is used in order pyagg and gather information related to
the experiences of stepchildren who are livingt@pparent households. This enabled children to
state their own experiences on their own words.li@tiae research approach would be used if it
is sought to identify recurrent themes (Cherry,®0®oreover this qualitative case study was
selected because it helps to understand compléxl pt@nomena and allows the researcher to
retain holistic and meaningful characteristicsesldife (Yin, 2003). A qualitative research
approach was selected to be used in this studg#olyg answer the research question of the
inquiry by going directly to the social phenomenomler the study and observing it as
completely as possible. For the reason that symh @y research is especially appropriate to the
study of those topics for which attitudes and b&wawan best be understood within their

natural setting than investigating a predetermiggaeriences because one of the strength of the
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gualitative study is the comprehensiveness of getsges it gives the researcher (Rubin &
Babbie, 1993). Besides, Seidman (2006) explainddtavthe selection of this approach that
people's behavior becomes meaningful and undes@madhen placed in the context of their
lives and the lives of those around them. Hereakpd children familial experiences as to their
context was essential because without context ikéitle possibility of exploring the meaning

of an experience (Patton, 1989).

3.2. Study Site

The research was undertakerKioife Keranyosub-city, Addis Ababa. It is located in the
West part of Addis Ababa. It covers 63.25 squal@ieter with a total population of 261, 235.
The preference to conduct the inquiry in this pattar district was due to convenience. The
researcher has had work experience in the aredyamdontact with some of the community
based and faith based organization leader whoaditithte the study in the identification of

informants. Here is below the map of Addis Ababahich the study area is portrayed
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3.3. Participants and Inclusion Criterion

The inquiry intended to explore stepchildren’s fimhexperiences on their view or
perception as an individual who experience theasitn. Hence, eight individuals were taken as
participants of this research. Data collection veasually, finalized due to data saturation. One
of the criteria to interview enough participantghe qualitative study is saturation of
information (Seidman, 2006). From those eight irdinals two from each of the following
stepparent- stepchildren relationship prototypesewselected which would help to explore the
situation of stepchildren in different child and-¢at relationship. The prototypes are
stepmother- stepdaughter, stepmother- stepsoriatiep stepdaughter, and stepfather- stepson
households. Subjects were recruited using conveaiand purposive sampling technique. In the
concept of purposeful sampling the inquirer seledg/iduals because they can purposefully
inform an understanding of the research problemcanttal phenomenon in the study (Creswell,

2007).

3.3.1 Selection Criterion

Participants in this study did carry out the follogrcondition to be the participant in the
study. First and for most, participation was asldasn their willingness. Specifically the child
participant was a child: (a) whose residentialdgatal and stepparent were willing, (b) who
explicitly knew he/she is a stepchild, (c) who vii@sn blended and/or stepparent household, (d)
age between 12 -17. The researcher used the abevirat with the assumption that a child age
12 can express his/her experience, feeling, emaaioah situation in writing as well as oral which
would be appropriate with this research data cbtlaanethods because participants in the lived

experience study must be who can articulate thesdlexperience (Creswell, 2007), and (e)
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currently live in the household and at least forenhan a year. This enabled to identify the

recurrent experiences of stepchildren over a time.

3.4.Data Collection Techniques

Among the qualitative data collection techniques this study three kinds of data
collection tools were primarily espoused to gatherqualitative data about what stepchildren
are experiencing on their view. A case study raljimses multiple data sources and data
collection methods in order to attain an understandf the case being studied (Grinnell, 2001
p.261.). This allowed a researcher to cross cihegaki data collection and analysis.
Furthermore, these variety tools gave childreredéiit mechanisms to express their own views,
experiences and perceptions with alternatives sihid¢dren have different abilities and
experiences (Ennew et al, 2009). The specific thaswere used
1. Story Writing: this data collection technique provides new insghto the activities and

ideas of children, especially their own views, pties and concerns (Ennew et al, 2009). Here
stepchildren were allowed to write a story onle @i life in the stepparent household. In fact,
since children have given a chance to develop tiveir topic as an alternative, they did write
on other similar topics as to their preferences likhe relationship of | and my stepparent’,
‘My life in this family’ and other. The techniqueddhelp children express their internal feeling
with a sense of freedom. Moreover, it was indispblesfor those who prefer to express their
feeling on their writing than speaking. Children @ble to write me about 1-2 page of medium
size note book paper. Unfortunately, one partidiplain’t write, she returned me only the
sentences completion. The intention of the reseamwith this technique was to gather basic

information (views of stepchildren) for the in-diephterview.
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2. Sentence Completiona particular good method for exploring sensits&ies is sentence
completion, in which children were given a numbksentences to finish in their own word
(Ennew et al, 2009). Such as ‘my stepparent is gbed--------- ". The technique is essential
for the researcher to get children expressiondlfrfg. It was given to participants to respond
in written form. Children did take questions todmnpleted home after getting a clear
guidance about how to fill, and answering to tlggiestion. The same to history writing the
researcher use the data obtained by this techaisjgeanding information for the interview.

3. In-depth Interview: guiding questions were developed after the thordagk at of data
collected from the above techniques. This in-déperview was recruited in this research just
to explore experiences of stepchildren by learfiiag their life experience through asking
stepchildren to reflect on the meaning of theirexignce. Interview questions include about
their perception toward stepparent household, tieéationship with stepparent, relationship
with nonresident parent/relatives, stepparent galemvolvement in care giving activities,
discipline issues, and finally about discriminatiarthe family. Interviewer encouraged child
participants to respond to the open-ended questithsclarification. Respondents were also
queried about demographic information.

There was an interview for this research becauseyavord that people use in telling
their stories is a microcosm of their consciousifgygotsky, 1987, pp. 236—237) which again
support to understand children experiences on thairview and word. Individuals’
consciousness gives access to the most complisatga issues, because social issues are
abstractions based on the concrete experienceopfe€Seidman, 2006). Moreover,
interviewing as a method, it is a powerful way grginsight into important social issues

through understanding the experience of stepchilddgose lives reflect those issues. At the root
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of in-depth interviewing is an interest in undenstimg the lived experience of other people and
the meaning they make of that experience (Seid@@06). Concurrently, here, during the face
to face contact the children and researcher hasdetha emotional reactions of the child like
crying and other expressions are critically looked analyzed.

3.5. The Advantage of Using Participatory, Child Centefgoproach

Research with children respects the interestgights of children and helps them to
express their views (Ennew et al, 2009). A paréitipy research lets subjects answer in their
own words instead of having to choose from a lithifgedefined set of answers. Stepchildren
were asked to state their experiences and perceptidheir own words. Moreover, the sentence
completion and story writing give freedom for clnéd to express their feeling freely and on
their own word. The method is useful to this reskean order to explore children situation by
their statements. Data collection methods neee tolnd, and used, to help children to express
their perspectives and opinions freely in researet.childhood research should not rely on the
norms of factual, causal adult logic, which gerdgrahderpin applied scientific research and are
used to verify results (Ennew et al., 2009). Datidection techniques used best fit to impart
children perception as who experiences the sitnatiderviews yield direct quotations from
people about their experiences, opinions, feeliagd,knowledge (Patton, 2002). The strength of
participatory approaches lies in the fact thatasd®ers will be able to bring children’s own
ideas about their problems to public notice.

3.6. Limitation of the Study

The finding of the research cannot be generalinedther areas. Often times, case
studies provide little bases for scientific genigedlon (Yin, 2003). Limitations of the study also

included; participants of the research may notdpeasentative of the majority of the
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stepchildren population. The inquiry lacks incogdorg family members (stepparent,
stepsibling, sister, brother) as a participanhaf study even though one affected the other as
family system unit (Halpern-Meekin and Tach, 20@jnilarly it has a gap that, unfortunately,
the participants of this inquiry were only from lemincome earner households, | mean who
have subsistence income.

The small size of the participant assortment magegossible to disentangle the effect
of the nature of the dissolution of prior family\drce/death or other) on the current experiences
of the stepchild i.e. children who have nonresi@démiological parent and who lost their parent.
Shortage of time contributes for that. Again, giteat shortage of time, the area the study going
to cover look a bit broad to explore all situat@frstepchildren in all those three broad pillars in
detail.

3.7.Data Collection Process

Children are identified in collaboration with salcworker staff members &esa Le
hiywetEthiopia association (local NGO) and people whokweith them in the community.
After the identification of participants, and gegiboth the children and their parents’
willingness to participate, the face to face cotstaath children for the interview and other
activities related to sentence completion, histernying and demographic data collection were
held in their respective loctddir offices. During the selection of participants as fheir
voluntariness, both children and their parents hmeen given a clear explanation about the
purpose and importance of the research and tHes am it too. Likewise, they were also assured
about confidentiality and anonymity as well. Theyé been told that in the report there will not
be incorporation of name or any information thakentifies privacy. The names indicated in the

analysis of this study are not real names. Paditighildren weren’t asked question that could
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identify them as well as their family. | have afpomised them that the raw data from all tools
will be kept in a private baggage till they propetiscarded. The agreement for use of tapes to
record data during interviews was also made in ackvaf data collection.

The first appointments with each participant weseils consensus with the respondents.
Before the in-depth interview, children were giveehome assignment to come with story and
sentences completion. Indeed, in addition to gitirgge assignments to children in that first
contact, demographic data like family compositi@amily bread winner, educational level,
residential parent and other were also filled. Tater thorough looking at their sentence
completion and story, the interview was carriedihgigome concepts/views of children for their
experiences from the information collected throtlghabove mentioned two methods. In the
interview process audiotape and interview noteeuegen, and the interview is transcribed
immediately. Each informant was interviewed for thaximum of one and half hours. As we
could notice from the above explanations the imgewin this study was conducted in a face to
face and one-on- one contact and by the resednainself.

In the pilot test of my research, | have learnt tha questions to collect data from
children were some extent too broad for childreartderstand and react on them. On the top of
that, | made my question just a kind of specic splitting the general questions. For instance,
to understand stepchildren relationship with his8tepparent, | started by asking question ‘how
do you call your stepparent?’ and then other ratten asking him/her to describe his/her
relationship with stepmother/father in general. &&nn this way | did learn from my pilot
experience. Although it may not seem ahead of thmethe world of interviewing research takes

one along strange paths or through dangerous pldxeesnanticipated twists and turns of the
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interviewing process and the complexities of therwiewing relationship deserve exploration
before the researchers plunge headlong into tik diitheir projects (Seidman, 2006).

3.8.Data Analysis procedure

Data from sentence completion and story writing weethodically read and sensitized
before conducting of the interview. And it is byeusf that sense of the data interview was
conducted. The primary work of the researcher énathalysis process of this inquiry was
transcribing data from audiotape interviews. Haeettanscription of audiotape data were
written in the half vertical sides of the A4 papeserving the other half for writing the theme
and ideas in front while sensitized. And, it wasoaranscribed directly into Amharic. Data
collected through direct observation techniquesnalysis emotions which includes silence,
sigh, crying, voice levels and all other emotioegbressions besides words has been given due
attention too. Then after a thorough reading ofttescribed data, data was synthesized with
the intention of make order and sense of data.dtgir reading before the process of sifting and
sorting data, the researcher must become familtartiveir range and diversity, must gain an

overview of the body of material gathered (BrymaBé&rgess, 1994)

Here there were two kind of coding in this inquifine first is giving different symbols
to participants from each prototype in order toctib® and analysis stepchildren experiences
from those stepchild- stepparent relationshipsth®a participants verbatim, quotation as well as
other concepts would indicate the participantstqiype category which enables the researcher
to describe stepchildren experience in terms ottmalition, situations, or context. The second

coding is about arranging and organizing data whiahscussed below.
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Data were coded as well to categorize and soat wglobtained after a thorough
sensitizing of it. Coding is a key step in the mex of analyzing. The purpose of coding is “to
get from unstructured and messy data to ideas aftdwaitis going on in the data” (Morse &
Richards, 2002). And, which provides the researtietink between data and the
conceptualization. Then, after coding, conceptsheas developed which was grouped on
different theme. Form the collected data, the mesea did able to develop around fourteen
major themes and other four subthemes. Finall\sdluzveloped themes grouped into
categorization of perception of stepchildren tgptrent household and to the three pillars of the
UNCRC: best interest of the child, survival andelepment, and nondiscrimination. Those

categorizations were identified from literaturenrthe UNCRC.

When identifying and constructing thematic framekvor index, the researcher would be
drawing upon a priori issues (those informed bydhginal research aims and introduced into
the interviews via the topic guide), emergent issagsed by the respondents themselves, and
analytical themes arising from the recurrence ttepaing of particular views or experiences
(Bryman &.Burgess, 1994). In this case by usingdbdes given to participants the situation of
stepchildren from those different prototypes ararttifferences of experiences in each pillar
were indicated. Once more, during the analysitimresearch the literal statements of
participants, verbatim accounts, quotations, anmbst literal and detailed descriptions of

participants and situations are used.

3.9. Trustworthiness of the Study

Here the researcher has tried to avoid personsébiby tape recoding the interviews

and transcribing it and other data collected thiootiner methods without adding my
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interpretation. Literal statements of participaautsl quotation are used in the analysis. | did
present the information that | got from my partaips to avoid researcher’s personal bias. Multi-
data collection methods were also employed to chesk data collected. For further
trustworthiness of the research, the researchealsadbrolonged and persistent field work for
three different days with each participant to ustierd their experiences as well.
Trustworthiness can be achieved by eliminating bragincreasing the researcher’s truthfulness
of a proposition about some social phenomenon ysiolgnged and persistent field work, multi-
method strategies, participant language verbatrowads and low-inference descriptors and
other strategies (Bashir et al, 2008).

3.10. Ethical Considerations

For this research process the consent to be geticboth from stepchildren as well as
from their parents were obtained orally, who figfil the inclusion criteria of the research.
Indeed for children who were not at home while hivhere with the person who introduce me,
the clarification and consent was obtained seplgrafeheir parents. The clarification mainly
incorporated information about the aims of the aede, extent and procedures of confidentiality
and anonymity and about the voluntary nature oféisearch even they can quit in the middle of
their participation. Similarly, the time durationdanumber of contacting rounds children will
have with me, and the interview avenue which waddat offices also explained to both
children as well as parents. The process of ppdimn has been made clear to children- story
writing and sentence completion and then, later ogrview. The willingness of each
participant has been obtained for the tape recgraimd note taking of the interview. Generally

the study was indisputably carried out in line watitial work research ethics.
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3.10.1. Challenges Faced and Researcher’s Action

A research on the issue of stepparent househo&tiedly a research with children of
post bereavement and unmarried women steppareséhold is vary sensitive. Some of the
participant children felt uncomfortable of thefielexperiences. Taking that into consideration,
professionals, as ethics, should act as moral anthh beings, treating subjects fairly as they
themselves would like to be treated (Robson, 20D1¢. scholar similarly described that it is
children’s right not to be violated in researckuds very careful in the interviewing to not touch
children’s emotion including the preparation of gmnents of tools. Unfortunately, the
interviewer faced a challenge that was beyond épaadity of the interviewer to preserve them
from feeling bad or crying recalling their paselibr situation. Thinking that would be unethical
to distress participants, children were encourdgeglite. Fortunately, no one participant quitted
participation. Actually there were only two partiants in the distrustful situation. In fact it was
not because the questions were sensitive but ehikifeeling of bad is extremely determined on
children extent of worry about their situation angberience which is difficult to predict. To my
case, it was in the case of Baraham (a 12 yearshilld) who is being raised in the stepmother
household and feels he is being mistreated in dimeeh | was obligated to stop interviewing due
to the bad emotions observed from the intervieweeas when | asked him ‘what does
stepparent mean to him’ he pause talking and eamad shocked too. Luckily, since the
interview setting was pretty enough to relax int@mee child, | easily able to restore a child
from his emotion. As to the researcher believed ladble to normalize. The researcher was even
calling to parents to ask children situation inseduent days too. Surprisingly one child parent

told to me that “he started (the child) humorintgathe contact with you.”
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As a professional, building trustful rapport wag @ction that the research took to let
children feel free and share what is distressiag) tielps them get relief of talking, and enables
researcher to support them emotionally. The rebea@nd participants relationship was really
beyond interviewer and interviewee. Nonetheleisa,glance my research might seem unethical
being causing distress and intrusive. But asstaged in Robson (2001) article and which is my
case too, further interrogation is needed befdmrgiting any conclusions. First, | could take
unwillingness to complete interviews when distressurred as a withdrawal of consent. It
would appear that part of the distress arose frarconflict between ‘obeying’ and the young
people’s own feelings. Secondly, we could sugdesttears are a form of ‘voice’ that should be
listened to. Children exhibit emotions like disgesore easily than adults and do not have such
strong socio-cultural taboos against crying. Thirdllshould ask whether the experience did
actual harm to them. Children can find it suppertio talk to an adult outside the family, such as
a researcher who listens respectfully (Valentirg®9@) cited in Robson, 2001: 138). Although
many young children find assessments distresdiey, dften later report the experience of
verbalizing their responsibilities and feelingshapful to their personal growth and in coming to
terms with their experiences (Pauline Wood, 1998us, while perhaps distressing at the time,
talking to a researcher about being a young subjegtultimately be therapeutic. Furthermore,
it is perhaps inevitable that almost all reseanchdse some costs on the researched (Robson,
2001).

The other ethical dilemma | faced was about childwo are being physically abused by
their stepparents. It was unethical leaving chitdrethat situation as who doesn’t hear. The
dilemma was that disclosing it for any body to fimat possible solution has had a potential harm

for children interviewed as well as for the fantibp. That may cause family dissolution. It is
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also disobeying confidentiality. Moreover, | undeml that the consequence of that action will
be severe than their current situations. Promdaiobild future well being is also children best
interest. What | did to comfort the child was jakarly discuss issues with child how it is
happening, and suggested some behavioral actitdremishall promote. Fortunately, one child,
Hikima who experiences physical punishment repoatedhe is going to live with her aunt some
time onward because of financial problems of tmeilfa Indeed there were two children in
number.

3.11. Summary of the Chapter

In general this chapter discussed about the methidlasw the research was conducted
from beginning to final report writing. The casady was employed to explore stepchildren’s
experiences. Since it is intended to explore thgieriences on their perception, a participatory
research design, qualitative approach, has beeh Baeticipants of this research were eight
individuals who were 12-17 age years old, who eosefblended stepparent households and
currently live in. They are selected through coneerce and purposively. Those subjects were
identified through the facilitation of local gategers--community workers &esa Le hiwet
Ethiopia local non governmental organization. Cfedan participants were collected by using
sentence completion, story writing and in-deptlenviews techniques. Data from the first two
tools were thoroughly looked and used to develegriterview. Then next to the data collection
a thematic analysis has been used to analysisltatauld be this research’s limitation that
subjects of this research may not be representatiwvagh to generalize the result. The research
is trustworthy that multiple data source were emptbaccompanied with a prolonged field

engagement time of the researcher. The study watucted as per social work research ethics.
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CHAPTER FOUR: FINDING AND ANALYSIS

4.1. Demographic Profile of Participants

Participants of this research were stepchildren ware living in the household till the
time of participation. Participant children werglaiin number. Half of them were from
stepmother households and the other half were &tepfather households. Children were age
between 12 tol7 years old. Five of them were 13ieears old, two participants were aged 14 to
15, and the other one was 17 years old. Partigpanademic level ranges between grades 3 to
10. Six of them were from grade 5 to 8. One paéint was grade three and the other one was
grade 10. Religiously, of the eight participant®thwere from Muslim religion follower
families and the rest were from Christian Orthodox.

While seeing the dynamics of stepparent householadsich participant children come
out, they were stepparent households which weralbl and in which either of the spouses at
least bring his or her own child/ren from the poas relationship, and/or in which only both
spouses bring their own child/ren from their prielationship. Thus, three of participants were
from complex stepparent household in which bothuspe brought child/ren from their previous
relationship. Of these three, the one was blende@md in the other one the child’s stepsiblings
don't live in the home currently in the time of daiollection. And the other fives were from
stepparent households in which one of the spousegbt child (the participant child only) and
blended. On the top of that, three of the pardiotp had stepsiblings and the other five had half
siblings. Furthermore, three of the participantsalso have siblings of both parents in that
stepparent household.

Participants of this research were children of {b@seavement stepparent households

and unmarried mothers. Among the participantspSthem were from post bereavement



EXPRIENCES OF STEPCHILDREN 38

stepparent households and the rest two were framaured mothers. Children were in the
stepparent household since their toddler age, ¢tlbene participant who was raised in single
parent household till nine years old after the kedtfather in his infant age. Participants have
lived in the stepparent household for a minimursigfyears and a maximum of 14 years old.
There were also two participants who have livethenother dissolved stepparent households
before the formation of their current family. Peiggant children both from post bereavement
stepparent household as well as from unmarried enettidn’t know their nonresidential
biological parent as well.

Among the eight participants, the five childrertspparents are the bread winner of the
family. The other one child biological parent ig thread winner or the family expenses. In the
rest two participants’ case, both parents play then role in generating incomes for the family
expenses. But no one child participant was foyrerigaged in business running activities to
support the family. Generally the current pareffifsasticipants are factory workers, daily
laborer, security guard, plant guardian and pe#tyers. Unfortunately, since the sources of
information were children, the researcher couldtéte numerically the monthly income of the
family. Furthermore the current parents’ educatiatatus of participants of this research ranges
from uneducated to grade twelve complete. Thrabeparticipants of this research are from
uneducated families of both parents. In the othelsast one of the parents learned up to grade

six. The table below depicts the detail demograpifarmation of the participants.
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SN | Code Age | sex| Live in the | Biological | Reason for | Bread Sibling
name stepparent| parent prior family | winner of | relationship
household dissolution | the family
since
1 | Yaniate 13 F| 4yearsold Mother UnmarriedBoth Half siblings
mother parent
2 | Sisay 15| M| 9yearsold Mother Death Steppar&tepsibling
& half
sibling
3 | Meskerem 17 | F | 3yearsold Mother Unmarried Stepparent Half siblings
mother
4 | Seid 14 | M| 4yearsold Mother Death Steppar&iblings
&half
siblings
5 | Mulate 12 | M| 3yearsold Father Death Both | No sibling
parents currently in
the home
6 | Hikima 12 | F | 5yearsold Father Death Currentl$atepsiblings
stepparent half sibling
and sibling
7 | Beraham | 13| M| 2yearsold Father Death Steppardalf sibling
& sibling
8 | Gojjam 13 | F | 6yearsold Father Death
Biological | Half siblings
parent

Table 4.1 Demographic data of participants
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4.2.Children’s Perception of Life in Stepparent Houddho

A. A Perception towards Stepparent

Developing either from the socially constructedassimilate or accommodate from their
experiences, children have a kind of negativeuattitoward stepparent. They perceive what
stepparent means to them as a parent who mistréataesn’t care for a child. A stepson,

Mulate, explained what stepparent means to him:

Stepmother means just when the father marry witloimen having children, after two

or three or some years of death of a mother, aftether die through car accident or
annoyance or any other while living with childdatimen she is called stepmother for the
child.

He explained what makes stepmother and motheardiit as to his perception that “....the
difference is just because stepmother didn’t baw lyolding a nine month pregnancy.” | asked
what he means. He explains “if stepmother bornwithr a nine month pregnancy as a mother,
she would like you as her child and more than wghatlikes herself. That is way she batter
you.” The other child, Beraham, portrayed his arsityotoward stepmother emotionally. In fact,
he was touched emotionally and quit talking duiwng conversation. Instead he commenced a
sentence and start crying. He said “since she ddesat children equally [pause and crying] ...

it is just a kind like”. Stepson, Seid, who livethre stepfather household viewed stepparent as:

A stepparent means a father who is replaced byingiance if your father died, the
father died. Therefore though stepfather is not@sal as father, he gives some form of
support to a child like fulfilling certain maters|for example pens, exercise books. He
play high role on such regard. .... a stepparenth®waised a child with a less care. ....
In short, He [stepparent] mean who help, he is Belp

The above empirical data similarly indicated thsipee aspects of living in the stepfather

household for children. Living in the stepparent$®hold has a positive aspect of getting some
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sort of support in addition to one parent thanksdmbined incomes (stepfamily Australia, 2010

& Weisbard, 2007).

Children perception toward stepparent is impactethb general society connotations. Similarly
participants describes that children who are gtangave stepmother have a myth that
stepmothers are wicked, and stepchildren who a@redo have stepfather have a myth that
stepfathers are wicked. A stepdaughter who do&so\tv her father, Yaniate, who have good

relationship with her stepfather (according to tiegcribed:

Early, for me, stepparent meant just a person wdroggers humans and something the
like . .. 1 was hearing from people that ‘stepftsexually abuses his wife daughter. But
seeing it from my stepfather, there are stepfathdrs are bad and who are good. My
father is good. He does, on his capacity, whatmtyvand doesn’t want to see bad things
happening on me.

The other daughter, Gojjam similarly explains “eddo hear about stepmother as she is bad, but

my mother is not.”

It is also children experiences and view that beamged in the stepparent household or
as being step is not as biological in differenhareven though stepparents and stepchildren have
good relationship. A stepson, Mulate, who consitiesstepparent as his mother explained the

difference as to he feels and experiences:

Stepmother and [biological] mother are not equaldr instance both do a lot for me. My
stepmother is concerned for me. However ---- whepakrel with somebody or some
body hit me, my mother side with me and quarremtbr hit them for me. But, if she
were my stepmother, wouldn’t do that. Simply sheldvsay me ‘don’t quarrel with’ and
the like, not hit them for me ... You know, thisisdoise she is not my biological mother.

Moreover,

... My stepmother wants to do a lot for me but slesuld have a capacity. However, you
know, if she were my mother she didn’t want megar\plastic shoe always regardless
of her capacity. She (biological parent) would lmg shoe, she would buy me clothe in
the time of holyday
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Indeed, it doesn’t mean that data from this redesndicate only the above negative
attitude toward stepparent; there are children mdwxer differently see their stepparents from
their biological parents. That may be becauseddit@an to good stepparenting and other factor,
they don’t know their biological parent and/or thigiblogical parent affection. Actually, they are
more likely from unmarried women and who startrliywith stepparent since their early age. A
stepdaughter, Meskerem who lives in the stepfdtbasehold and has good affection with her
stepfather, described supporting the idea thaeghetly sees her stepfather as her father. She

illustrated it both in her story writing and inte&xw. She explained her justification:

You know, as to me, if | had seen the affectionyofather, | would have been regret or
something. Or if | had got older in my age ananiyf parents had lived in one home and
gave me their affection as well together, justdmpare what was with this one, there
would have been a kind of feeling bad and discanire. Therefore for me that is the
reason that makes me feel good about this parenfihg [mother] didn’t live with him
[biological fathed in a kind of formal manner. So, for me | have myw say my
stepparent is bad.

B. Acceptance

In this research children were also asked theiegtence toward their stepparent as well
as their understanding of how their stepparentsgdezd them. Children appear to consider their

stepparents as a parent less genuinely, as indibgt8isay

| consider my stepfather as a father. When | sayiths not from the viewpoint of the
benefit he gives to me. But rather, for instandeittrike me on the disagreement of one
thing, | will keep him silent thinking of him as fayher. Because, otherwise, if | will
response him while he strike me, he out me fronehdtrerefore considering him as a
father | will extend my life there.

One child, Beraham describes that he does seéepisasent as ‘stepparent’. A stepparent for
him is one who mistreats children. He explained thimce my mother doesn’t see me as equal

as her children, | consider her as a steppaegitel engeraenat)” (source: history writing).



EXPRIENCES OF STEPCHILDREN 43

Stepchildren appear to see their stepparent as p¢ngon. No one participant responded
in the sentence completion saying | love my stepmavecause of he/she is my parent rather
they like their parent because they support thetemadly, raised them since their early age, and
show equal face with other children-seeing justither person. They reflected the same in the
interview. Seid describes that “I like my steppafegcause, even though he doesn’t buy me
shoe, clothes and other things, he buys me pemisgdook, pencil and the like. I like him for

that,” (source: sentence completion).

Children who experience some kind of mistreatmsmwall as experience favoritism
believe that their stepparents don’t see themeis dlvn children. Stepson, Beraham, described
that “....some times my stepmother does considerswateer person because there are situation
where she mistreat me which she couldn’t do orchid.” Stepparents appear also consider
their stepchildren as, instead of seeing as tlindlid,cother’s child who have a coalition with.

This idea is evidenced in the experience of a steglter live in the stepmother household,
Hikima. She explained that “she [stepmother] com®d me as a person who affiliates with my
father.” She is explicitly saying that her motkdeesn’t see her as her child. The above
participants explanation indicated that stepchiidveth stepdaughter as well as stepsons have
less positive experiences about stepmothering egldHteir stepparent doesn’t consider them as

her child.

Stepchildren who are from stepfather householdsrétfitly explicated as their
stepparents accept them as their own child. Likewisldren themselves accept their stepparents
as their parent too, except the one child Sisay wlfimm stepfather household and said “I
considered him as my father but | don’t know howpkeceived me.” As we can see the cases of

the two daughter participants, Yaniate and Meskenemtifferent part of this analysis,
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stepdaughter and stepfather are more likely acsgt other as a child and father. In fact, here
we need to consider also that both daughters dthviag with their stepparents since their early

age and were from unmarried women stepparent holaseh

Children depicted in their sentence completion @serthat their parents like them
because, they believe, they do some thing favaihigr stepparent. Hikima wrote that “she likes
me because | do her whatever she say and respédtikewise Beraham wrote that “she likes
me because | support and do activities at homegdoly homework (school assignments) in
class”. Differently the other child, Sisay descslazs his father doesn’t like him. He justified that
“since he exerts a pressure on me | imagine hiheatislikes me”, (source: sentence

completion). He means that his stepfather doesnthdt at him if he likes him.

C. Feeling of Stigmatization

Children being raised by stepparent appear to expes feelings of being inferior and
undermined by peers. They may feel stigmatized whein families differ from society's norm
(Wubb, 2003). Children recognize as the societggiee them differently. This notion is
particularly evident as one stepson live in themstether household and who has good

relationship with his stepmother describes hisifigebf being stepchild:

For me being raised as stepchild is a big challeng&Vhen | say it is a big challenge |
don’t mean that my stepparent do bad thing on mgjut, since people said he has no
mother, something and something, | felt bad angbleealso like to do some thing on

you. That is why | said you it is challenging.Since people say he lives with stepmother
and something like that children want to hit yoistreat you, and the like. At that time

... [pause] I thought just that is because | don'védiological mother, and because of
they do have.

The above finding reveals that children being ihisg stepparents are more likely to feel less

secured, just feeling of nobody on their side. ifirly, another child, Sisay, explanation of his
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similar feeling supports the idea. He describe$ #ought as | am different. For instance in

class | feel as | have no father among studentii: sentence completion).

4 .3.Best Interest of the Child

A. Educational Impediments

Stepchildren in stepparent households are mkeg/lexposed to educational dropout as
well as low educational attendance. That appedns &xistent might be because of stepchildren
develop harsh relationship with their stepparentst@pparents’ mistreatment of a child. The
idea is evident at one participant, Sisay, whaethto live in the stepfather household after a
long stay in single parent household describegdhigational accomplishment in different class

years.

| was outstanding in my education. Before my maotherarry, my uncle did support me.
But latter (after joining stepparent household)léi me. Then | started learning by my
effort without any body support. When | was grade If scored 99.8. But, then after for
subsequent three years | become weak and redung education performance due to
my stepfather pressure. (Story writing)

He explained why he reduce on his educationdbpeance in the interview that

| started weakening in my education performancebse my stepfather exerts a
pressure on me. For instance if there is my schgaiind he (the badgering), | think of
about him not to my education. | can’t concentr@atemy schooling. Peculiarly |
[desperate speech], | do forget about the schoolihge | am altercating with him.

Unfortunately, regardless of the gender relationsiistepparents and stepchildren five of the
participants of this research experienced suchirggelationships with their stepparent. That
implies that if children have a kind of arguingatgbnship with their stepparent, they will be

more likely reduced and weak on their schoolindgrerance.
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Likewise children in the stepparent household aseaptible to school dropout and class
missing. This will be more likely happen due toppi@rents’ carelessness/ignorant about the
child. The experiences of participants of this aesk supported the idea. A stepdaughter who
lives with stepmother, Hikima, explained her rete¢xperience that “.... | was grade two when
my parent was imprisoned, at that time | was takeimmato live with my neighbor’s mother.”
“There, | was working as payment collector on badinn service. | come back after two year of
stay and continue learning.” Why weren’t you in ybome with stepmother? “Because we [she
and her mother] wouldn’t be in agreement each dtidrat makes you disagree? “At home, just

she [pause], | don’t know ..... " She described Hbepsituation:

It was once up on a time, few months back, myrfathe hospitalized. At time he said to
stepmother as | shouldn’t miss class. But, | mistaskes for a month. She [stepmother]
wanted me to take caring of her child.

The other participant, Sisay, experience also shbe/gexposure to educational dropout. He

explained his situation

... If he strikes me in disagreeing of one thingilllkeep him silent thinking of him as my
father because, otherwise, if | will respond to fwtmen he strikes me, he will let me to
leave from the home. Therefore considering himatieef | will extend my life there.

B. Children Relationship with Nonresidential Parentd®ees

The relationship children might have with nonresitid parent/ relatives is highly
dependent on the pattern of relationship residepéigent has with ex-partner/relatives (child’s
uncles, grand parents of nonresidential parerit)elresidential parent has no harmonious
relationship with nonresidential parent familiebild’s uncle, aunt, and grand parents, child will
not have a chance to build a relationship withhasfelatives. Children in the stepparent
households would experience a difficulty to knowithielatives including half siblings born in

the other household by their non residential panemtever it is their interest to know. Itis
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challenging for children to visit their nonresid@hparent ties (child’s uncle, aunt and
grandparents). Likewise, it is hard for those reést to visit the child coming in the home the
child lives in. In general, that is because of¢hid’s residential biological parent

unwillingness. It is the experiences of particigaoit this research that residential parent doesn’t
want children to go there and relatives to comieame. Moreover residential biological parents
don’t want to introduce children with them becaaséhe unharmonious relationship they had
with ex spouse as well as relatives. They also tendll to the child negatively about those
persons. In such environment, even though a chélg visit, at least nonresidential parent and/or
relatives wouldn’t be able to visit the child. $tdepicted from participants of this research that
among those patrticipant children only one has getadionship with nonresidential parent
families. Hikima, described her experience thatwhats to know and have relationship with her
mother’s relatives but her residential biologicatgnt is not willing for her to visit her relatives

of mother as well as permitting them to come honek\asit. She illustrated that:

Since they [mother’s family] prohibited him [fathéo not being present in his wife
grieving sacrament, they are disputed each othee @ that he doesn’t want us (her
and her little brother) to go there and they to @im.

Another stepdaughter participant, Meskerem alsorde=d the same that even though she wants
to know her half siblings of her father, currerdlye to the animosity she has with her other
relative (father’s sister) and her mother’s unharimos relationship with nonresidential parent
families, she doesn't. In fact, she does know liet &ut have negative attitude toward her for
the reason that her mother hates her [aunt] andfémeily in general. She elaborated her

experiences:

....since my mother doesn’t have good relationshiit] g.. | don’t have good attitude
toward them (father’s sister, brother). Why beeguke benefit of one child will be
noticed while only gets matured and starts knoveingut things. | mean, you know a
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baby has different challenging behaviors. They wehectant to upbringing me hating
those challenges while my mother asked them tavithe So that, for me this is not good
person who wants you for good as well as bad whilematured and starts knowing bad
and goods. Therefore, whether it was good or ngtnmather raised me with severe
problem for two years working as a daily laboreouyknow it is much even for two days.
| don’t have good attitude to them. But now whiteetome matured they started saying
‘why doesn’t she come home something-somethinghile Wy mother told me about, |
started retreat from them. ... But now | need thatre@hship with my half siblings [father
children], but not with my aunt.

She also explained the visitation pattern thatcsithey [mother and non residential parent
families] have harsh relationship, no one comeséndriler aunt uses envoy to communicate
with her. The other participant, Yaniate who ddelsave any kind of relationship with her
father so far since her birth, even though shembesnt to build a relationship with her father

hearing the prior moment from mother, explaineddsiheation and her relation to be that

... My mother told me that, at that time when my erotlfas pregnant of me, instead of
accepting God’s gift, he told my mother to throwimdust can. But this one, my
stepparent, at least accepted me and raised meefidre | don’t want to know him.

Nonetheless, her father is currently living in fzgne town. It is her mother and father
relationship hinders her to contact with her fatdwed half siblings. Another participant, Sisay
who lost his father due to death, similarly desesithat he wanted to know his father relatives
(aunts, uncles), but no one is willing to do tahazingly, he said “I don't think she [his

mother] does know them (child’s grandparents, wsated siblings).”

4.4. Survival and Development

The right to survival and development is a gengriaiciple of the UNCRC and therefore
informs the interpretation of all the articles lretconvention. This means that a wide variety of
rights and obligations in the UNCRC is relatedhe issue of survival. Child survival is
inextricably linked to child development. Childrérerefore have the right to survive under

conditions that enable them to develop to theirgatential (Dutschke & Abrahams, 2006).
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Parents are expected to provide and promote afidaf physical protection, mental protection
(proper use of languages: non-abusive and nonAg)ytnoral protection (dignity: not be
humiliated and caused pain because of their baakgio and safe treatment. It is stated in UN
Convention on the Rights of the Child that childneed to be protected from all forms of
physical or mental violence, injury or abuse, negte negligent treatment, maltreatment or
exploitation while in the care of parent(s), legablrdian(s) or any other person who has the care
of the child.

A. Stepparent- Stepchild Relationship

The relationship of stepparents and stepchildreiss such an intimate and friendly in
the stepparent households. Children develop mdéeetafnate relationship with their biological
parents differently in the home. A stepson livestapfather household, Sisay, described his
relationship with his father that “it is not thisugh. Since he doesn’t accept my thoughts, the
approach | have with my mother is different fromawvhhave with him [stepfather].” In fact,
overall, as we can see the cases stated in thisetbelow, both stepson and stepdaughters live in
the stepmother households are more likely to demMelss relationship with their stepmother than
the relationship stepchildren will have with step& in the stepfather households. Generally,
the stepparent- stepchild relationship appeare tess genuine. Among the participants of this
research, three of them address their steppargitkels name. Their stepparents similarly
address them by their name. But, even in one homehws bad for their relationship; they
differently address their biological parents byngsiespectful way of addressing (the case of
Hikima, Sisay and Baharan). Stepchildren view thaationship with their stepparents in the
home is not affectionate as like as two biologtazd in the household. This idea is evidenced as

stepson, Seid, who lives in the stepfather housledgblained why his stepfather likes him:
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More or less he likes me. He likes me even lesauBe, sometime, he likes me very
much while | do different works. | mean while Is#isfying him. But there are some
times he dislikes me, for instance while | asked f@peatedly if | have no exercise book,
he proceeds hating me.

Another stepdaughter participant, Hikima, descriaeiimilar reason why her stepmother likes

her:

Since | do her what she commands me, she likeBuhe the other way, | do know. ...
[Pause] now, while we are seen, | and [her child¢@t equal. ....1 like her but she
oftentimes argues. For instance, what ever worg, Istie doesn’t thank. But, instead, if
she comes home tired of something, she insultoimg dothing bad on her. [Tsihay layi
besiye metich tilegnalech]

What the above empirical data informed that stegltars in the stepmother households happen
to cover the home chores to build good relationdBifferently, it is not witnessed in the

stepfather and stepdaughter relationship.

As children illustrated from their experience, steifdren and stepparents have a problem
of understanding each other in their relationshipe pattern of stepparents’ reaction to the
stepchildren message makes children uncomfortabtber relationship. Their internal feeling
of being a step plays a role for not to be genemmeh other. This idea is described by a

stepdaughter, Hikima, on explaining her experiesfagnauthentic relationship:

| like her. | respect her. Nonetheless she dodsiotv that. She doesn’t understand me.
For instance if you say her something, she will‘#ag not my concern’. It was last time;
while | asked her to buy me an exercise book, aigets me ‘it is not my business.’ But |
[pause]... | understand her

Stepchildren and stepparents develop unharmoneatonship because of the
stepparents’ action which explicitly implicate asik a stepparent or a child as stepchild.
Stepdaughter, Gojjam who lives in the stepmotheisbbold and believe that she has good
relationship with her stepmother differently expkd why she has harmonious relationship with

current stepparent:
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| did have a stepmother before this. Seeing thalblem | was challenged with this one,
she [the current stepmother] is well. The previstepmother didn’t want me to eat, to
drink. I used to eat out of home. My father usepduibmy launch shop and | ate. And she
also used to strike me while | go back home. Bstdhe, doesn’t

Stepdaughter, Meskerem who has a kind of biolodatakr-child relationship with her

stepfather explained similarly about the idea that

| thank my stepfather. Even though he did knowveasl not his child he didn’t do any
thing bad on me, via mistreatments on me that resin#s he is not my father. If he had
shown me different actions as he is stepfatheobmy father, that would have not made
us agree

> Mistrust

Children view themselves as they are not trustethbly stepparents in their day to day
activities. Participant evidenced that due to thistless relationship stepchildren experience less
acceptance by stepparents in convincing of theiagon as well as position. Such lack of
allegiance relationship or unfaithful attitude tod@ach other makes stepchildren-stepparent
relationship unfriendly. Moreover, stepchildren arere likely exposed to mistreatment as well
as unfair punishment in home due to steppareraility of accepting (understanding) what
stepchildren share to them. According to the expees of participants of this research such
experiences are more likely to appear in complegpsrent households regardless of the gender
relationship of stepparents and stepchildren. ¢ty s data indicate below children from
stepmother households appear to experience it baatly. Participants of this research
explained their experiences in the regard by comgdheir stepparents’ attitude toward them
and their stepsiblings. A stepson participant, Bana, who lives in the stepmother household,

describes his experiences as:

In the home my stepmother considers me as | det#lgrdo things. She blames me
having nothing truth. She makes it habit. She shautme saying ‘you did that’ which |
didn’t do. ‘And why didn’t you do this? and somatitisome thing’ [Long pause]. But,



EXPRIENCES OF STEPCHILDREN 52

when her child did some thing not well, for instanfcshe put [a plastic water container]

some where after using it, she [stepmother] witlaggry at us [he and his sister of both
biological parents] and say “who does this?’ ... bponded her as | wasn’t. At that time,
she inflames. While | told her as she was [herd}hg8he [her daughter] denied it up. But
my stepmother will not inflame at her [stepmothehdd].

The child has also disclosed his other experieatast trusted by stepmother which engendered
him physical punishment, which is much to writeuattyy. “ .... | told her where | brought. But
she didn’t trust me. Since she didn't trust metsinashed me using electric wire.” The other
stepdaughter lives in stepmother household, Hikoeacribed her similar experience that her
mother doesn’t oftentimes trust her. And due ta thay conflict in the home. She discussed that
she experienced a lot mistreatment by stepmotharwi$ caused by the mistrust relationship

she and her stepmother have. Hikima exemplifies tha

It was one time that our two sheep was sold andsteemother) did put the birr in the
dresser. | don’t know whether she forgot puttinig ithe dresser or not, she did say |
didn’'t see it while father asked her to bring. Aatttime [father] hit us [I and brother]. It
was 50 birr. While | say | didn’t see it, they satio else was in the home other than you
and strike me. However he [stepmother’s child] wiasit. But latter | don’t know either
[father] or [stepmother] put it, it was found thene the dresser. But we didn’t take it.

Is that only you who are suspected? “They [paremitited and talk as he [stepmother’s child]
doesn’t do such thing. But, indeed, he stealseIfjéts cents in the house, he takes it and runs to
shop. At that time she hits us saying who tookWfiile you told her as he took? “...he denies

up. And then no body will be trusted.”

Stepdaughters who are from stepfather househotdess likely to experience the
conception of this sub-theme. But more likely agend become severe in the stepmother
households for both stepdaughter and stepsonsoWe kotice it above in case of Hukima and
Berahan. The reason could be stepmother and skdygrhcontact more in the home and pass
time together than stepfather and children. Theatgaphic data presented in the beginning of

the analysis has indication with it.
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» Reluctance of Stepparents on Children Request

The empirical data from stepchildren’s experierdesicts that, regardless of the gender
relationship of stepparents and stepchildren, stegys often times appear to respond less likely
or negatively for the request of stepchildren. Buthat children prefer to share his/her own
issues to his/her biological parent in the homeidesvhose parenting role is it. A stepdaughter,

Hikima who lives in the stepmother household désctiher experience on the regard:

| share my issues to my father, not to her. Becabseoften times say it is not my
business while | tell her.” “... I told her only whihave been ordered or on the behest
If it is my concern, | tell to my father. ...for iaste, when | asked her birr for school,
she doesn't like. But he [her father] pays sayihg shouldn’t be undermined from other
students even he doesn’t have.

Similarly a stepson, Beraham described

Some times, if it is a kind of tricky thing, | sb&o her. But if it is a kind of easier issues |
will not to tell her. She shows me aggressive bienhague to that | afraid of her. ...for
instance if | raise issue of shoe, ‘chama lantdasekitilhim [pause] [crying] new
emtilegn’.

If stepparents are willing for the child favor gemely while they are requested, stepparents and
stepchildren will have more harmonious relationsimp accept each other as a parent and child.
This idea is brought out by a respondent, Seitgetfd on why he has good relationship with

his stepmother.

Like her child my stepmother does whatever | wianasked her to do for me. For
instance if | am supposed to take money to schubbaked her, she will. If she doesn’t
have money which is reserved to school, she valldéner one day family expenses and
give to me.

Likewise, he described that “I perceive my stepraptts my mother. Because she wishes good

for me, she never did any bad thing on me everdag€
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What the above empirical data reveals is that odnld experiences and perception of
growing up in stepparent households are mixed. Hagg both positive and negative

dimensions as their current experiences.

» Stepchildren’s Perception about how their Stepparets Accept their Issues

Stepparents are reluctant not only on respondinghddren requests but they are also
less likely to show interest to accept as well rgeanstand stepchildren feelings and thought in
their interaction. Sisay described his experiemeethe idea that he doesn’t explicitly talk to his
stepfather. That is not because he fears his stepp@ther it is because of his stepparent
unwillingness to accept what he told to him, esalclike dos and don’t dos. A child stated that
“he [stepfather] is not comfortable while | telniiabout his blunder.” He mean that while a
father do favoritism or ignorant on him. “ ... | télim just in the middle of talks, for instance by

saying ‘you did fault’ in a kind of consultation tdoe doesn’t hear me.”

In certain situation, due to stepparents’ reluatatachelp children understand why their
actions are all about via why they do buy clothetteer children differently, why they do actions
differently and the like, children appear to pevedheir stepparents do that and this just because
of he/she is a stepparent or because he/sheapehgt to him/her even though that was not a
reality, as indicated by stepson, Sisay, who saigtepfather doesn’t follow up me as like as his
child: “...yes! My stepsibling is weak in his schadithan me, may be that is why he
[stepfather] gives more emphasis to him. | dontwnHe [father] didn’t tell me.” But the child
expressed that he feels resentment thinking tlesfiatihher does that just because he is stepfather

to him and a father to that one child.
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» Post Disagreement Experiences of Stepchildren

Stepchildren experience bad feeling after a disageat happens with their stepparents.
Children would experience that bad feeling becaiistepparents less willingness to excuse
their stepchildren soon the happening of the desamgent, and show good face in the aftermath
of the disagreement. In fact children want it tqus# like what two biologically tied father and
child do after their quarrel. Who ever did fautechildren have internal desire to be back into a
friendly relationship soon and see their steppatdrege of conflicting face. Participants of this
research explained that such experience reallg lohitdren’s emotion. Stepparents stay
conflicting with their stepchildren for a long. Usly parents want their children to excuse or
initiate children to overlook the past happening, punishment. Children show a conflicting
face to their parents. But in the stepchild-stepphrelationship, the reverse is true. It is clafdr
experiences and feeling that they feel bad andsttewhile they wait a while being conflicting
with their stepparent. A stepson, Beraham, desgliiexperiences of the above idea that even
though he doesn’t want his stepmother to be lila liis stepmother keeps silent talking with
him for a long while they quarrel each other. Epressed his emotion the moment after the
guarrel that “it is a hating.” The participant exipled how they interact in the moment “when we
conflicted, she calls in me saying ‘come!’[a kindcommand and hateful sound], then | go and
do what | am ordered saying nothing.” Another cipidticipant Hikima, similarly described her

situation about the idea:

She [stepmother] sorely keeps conflicting me. Wldletalk her soon after the
inconvenience, she doesn’t respond. .... She doganttto come in agreement soon.
While she calls in me, | say yes. But if it is & said ‘don’t call me!” She stays
conflicting for long period
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Indeed those empirical data about children expeegmexplicated that it is more likely cruel in

the stepchildren and stepmother relationship.

B. Stepchildren and Stepparent Interaction

Children in the stepparent households usuallyactemore with their residential
biological parents than with the stepparents feirttaily issues. A stepparent and a stepchild
approach each other less firmly in the home. Caiidare less likely to interact with stepparents.
They are less initiated to interact with their gt@gents as well because of their stepparents’
reluctance action. Respondents’ experiences ewvidetie conception. Sisay who lives in the
stepfather household described his interaction highstepparent that “since he [stepfather]
doesn't hear what | tell to him, | don’t talk withim. We (the child and his stepfather) do talk

nothing.”

The other stepdaughter respondent, Hikima, expldiee experience of interaction with her
stepmother supporting the conception that: “... K tailly with him [father].” She explained how

it is with her stepmother that “With her [pausédiesioesn’t chat with me a great deal. We (she
and her stepmother) don't talk each other anythiygstepmother doesn't tell to me anything.”
The patrticipant further explained what they (she laer stepmother) talk each other while they
will be home together alone that “Just saying de éimd that, she sleeps. Or otherwise she opens
TV or Radio and watches, no playing or talking eattter.” She similarly reported that they

don’t even chat each other just a kind of gossgary thing happening in village. “No, she
doesn't tell to me.” The child explained how heolbgical parent is willing to play with her

differently of her stepparent that “... if my fathendered me some job and I finished, I will sit
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with him. He is willing to enjoy with me. But myegimother [pause], she doesn’t want me to sit

with her” why do that? “I do know.”

The above discourse informed that stepchildrereeepce less interaction with
stepparent. That implies that there is no as slagegntimate relationship among stepparents
and stepchildren. Likewise stepchildren don’t appeadalk with their stepparents about their
daily experiences. It is also depicted that childden’t have a kind of humor with stepparents.
Only child and biological parent expressed affectitoward each other. As it is indicated above
most interaction of stepchildren and stepparen®ideyond a kind of order and request. If it is
beyond that, stepparents often give an emphadislking the wrong doing of the child at home.
Stepchildren feel that negative interactions, apsin lives in the stepmother household,

Beraham, described his often time interactionalésswith his stepmother:

Usually, we talk about stuffs in the house. Fotanse, if a cup is incidentally broken
while [my sister] is washing and a stepmom seeakén by chance, since some time she
herself boil coffee and put cups after she cauarthe other day, oh [pause]... we talk
about the broken staff and just like that... who brtblat, what make it like this and
something-something...” or “If my sister[both biolagl parent relation] forgot washing
one thing while washing staffs, and she [stepmfioeind that forgotten staff unwashed
by chance, she talks about that.

Generally all the above is dependent on the patitrelationship stepchild and
stepparent have each other. The experiences of gbpagticipants of this research, who have a
good relationship with their stepparent, look mioteractional pattern with their stepparent.

Supporting the idea Meskerem, explained her expesie

We talk about what | would like to do in the futukes you now, people have no positive
inference while they see two different sex persogether, and a fantasy that
contemporary children are hurrying for romantic &ets. We often time talk about those
kinds of issues. We discuss as | shouldn’t havedadt boyfriend as well as other
commitments in this age and as it should be iaptsropriate time.
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Similarly, Gojjam who has good relationship withr Beepmother explained her affectionate

interaction with her stepmother:

We (she, her stepmother) laugh; snort recalling twh@ did in the night. | deliberately
record what my father speech on her (stepmothebilmapparatus, and make them
laugh, | cause them to laugh. ... | tell her whaolftbm school, | tell her what |
conflicted with my friends.

The above respondents cases make explicit thalrehilwho are in the well functioning
stepparent households appear to have good sot@tizs well as protection from potential
threats as like as children from two biologicalgrarhouseholds because it is really a matter of
sincere interaction. The inverse will be true fiapehildren who don’t have harmonious
relationship with their stepparents. Generallysthohildren experiences indicated that
stepdaughters who live in the stepfather houselagigear to experience well interactional

relationship in the stepparent households tham@ml of any gender with stepmothers.

C. Interactional Tension

Stepchildren are perceived by their stepparentseashave a kind of coalition with their
biological parent and as a kind of person who respwhat has done to his/her biological parent.
One stepdaughter participant, Hikima who liveshia stepmother household expressed her

experience of it:

She [stepmother] doesn’t share to me anything \elat it is. My stepmother perceived
me as | talk every thing of her to my father. Duéhat fact | often time share my issues
to my father, not to her. While | do that she staaeme and say ‘why did you tell him
before not telling to me and the like?’ .... One tistee gave ‘engera’ for [neighbor]. In
the moment my father was at his bed just takingé & nap. You know, habitually, even
though my father looks he slept, he hears whatiisggon the surrounding. At time
[father] and [neighbor] had a kind of quarrel eadther. Due to that fact my father said
her (stepmother) ‘who the hell orders you to giee?hThen when that happened, my
stepmother wrongly considered me as that was meolthany father, and now she sees
me as her arch-enemy. Then that time onward, dwargh that was not me, she doesn’t
give anything in front of me thinking of me as likat kind of person.
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Stepparents who perceive their stepchildren astibgg some sort of coalition with their
biological parents don't like to be with their stégdren in their action. The above child
epitomized how it is that “... for instance, oftenéisy | and she don’t go market together. She

doesn’t want to go with me. She goes alone. ... @rgges witlineighbor]”.

Nonetheless, since children experience a stres$atibnship and worry often times
about it they get a relief on the occasion whikytplay and talk affectionately with their
stepparents. This idea is evidenced as stepsoah&arwho is in the stepmother household
described his pleasant while he affectionatelystalikh his stepmother: “I forgot up all about the
mischief. Oh! | feel happiness.” Mischief, he meaasd actions she would do on him. “ ... | feel
happy while she (stepmother) feels happy [pauseKind of recalling]. Likewise, Sisay

described that he feel pleasant while he see éppatent get contented.

D. Parents’ Disputes and Situation of Stepchildren

Spouses in the stepparent households may dispussws of their own and/or related to
children. It is participants of this research exgreces that spouses may quarrel each other on the
treatment the partner gives to stepchildren. Séid hves in the stepfather household described

the reason his parents quarrel:

Fore instance, my mother quarrel with him repeatesdlying why you...while he
[stepfather] outs me from home. ...They quarrel wirefstepfather] differently treated
me from his child. For instance, you know, sincéings me only pen, exercise book, and
something. Due to that my mother buys me clothescfmol (school uniform). That led
them to quarrel each other.

Another stepdaughter respondent, Hikima who limdbe stepmother household indicated a

similar situation:
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Some times, they quarrel just because of us asisec Once, they were separated just
because of us (because father saw while she (stepmanistreated her and her
brother)). They were divorced even before thatfar years long. He said her ‘don’t do’
while she ill-treated us (she and her brother), sloé was not willing to. There are times
he hit her.

Generally both two situations, parents’ conflicttbgir own reason or child/s issues,
negatively affect the genuine treatment stepchilavé! get from stepparents. Stepparents will
develop unenthusiastic attitude (a kind of hogjilibward stepchildren while they have some
sort of disagreement with their partner and areentikely to mistreat stepchildren. It could
happen in both stepfather and stepmother househmitg is severe and different, as it is
manifested in the experiences of participants isfribsearch, in the stepchild (both gender)-
stepmother relationship. A stepdaughter respondi&kitna who lives in the stepmother
household, described how her stepmother mistrdegednd her brother while she disagreed

with her spouse:

When he out from home and went some where (scanrtladtquarrel) she threaten us
[she and her brother of both biological parent] say ‘today you are not going to leave
from this home with out disclosing what you have to him’. Even she used to also let
us miss classes. For instance, we didn’'t go scivban she quarreled with our father
about the issue | told you about [neighbor women$tory reported some where in this
writing). She did let us miss class.

Here a sense of untiedness of each other (amopgasent and stepchild) is manifested.

The other stepson respondent, Sisay who is fropiatteer household, described his
similar experiences as his father changes his h@hatvhim while he (father) conflicted with his
mother. He expressed how his father acts in the enbthat “koster maleminamir].” A
stepdaughteryaniate who comes from stepfather household alsorideed her experiences
related spouses’ conflict that she does have gelationship with her stepparent but there is
time she will be in bad situation while her stegpdithas a kind of conflict with his wife (the

child mother). She illustrated her experience
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When they quarrel, my mother leaves the home takinger baggage. Unfortunately if

we (she and her half siblings) didn’t sleep and&ées me incidentally, he commanded
me to leave the home saying ‘you are her racewilwo nothing for me.” At that time

| feel discontented vary much- (story writing)

E. Ignorance by Stepparent

Stepparents appear to be careless for the welyj lméistepchildren. As to participants of
this research, it is children experiences and \‘teat their parents don’t care for them in one way
or other. A stepdaughter, Hikima who is from stegimeo household, explained her experience
about the notion that her stepmother doesn’t bdtirdrer in many aspects. She exemplified her

experience:

.... she [stepmother] started go and passing nighksaima[neighbor] home leaving me
alone in the home (pause). It was in this time Meltdneighbor man] (who see the
situation) asked me to take me Jimma to his motmad.| said ok and went. -It was when
her father was incarcerated.

Likewise another child respondent, Beraham whaslinethe stepmother household indicated his

experiences of stepparent’s ignorance:

Perhaps, when my stepmother brings me clothesggsdp substitute) from where it lays,
she brings me my childhood dress and said to rseotie fits with you something and
something. At time | feel nothing and go to friem@sring that. My friends tease at me
and say ‘oh! Whose cloth is it?’ Then as that tirmshamed of myself and back to home
...but when it was my sister who do that she bringvivegt | want and some times she
bring me my clothe which was bought for holyday.

Another child participant, Sisay who comes fronpfther household, illustrated also the same
about the conception. He discussed his stepfatiretessness in the involvements of his life in
general in the arousal of different issues duringinterview. The child expressed his feeling as
“his brothers [stepfather’s brothers] are bettanthim. At least they don’t ignore me like him
(biyance endesu taltal ayadergegnimejlé further described as his stepparent doesret giv

attention to him differently of his stepsibling:
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For instance, he [stepfather] does have knowlettgelearnt up to grade twelve. But, he
doesn’'t answer me while | asked him about my ecarcatle is not willing. But he
follows up his child. However, he does nothing dlmine.

All the above empirical data of children experiendepict that, stepparents carelessness
for the wellbeing of their stepchild is likely seembe exist in both stepfather and mother
households regardless of the gender relationshépepparent and stepchildren, except

stepdaughter-stepfather relationship.

F. Emotional Abuse

Stepparents are expected to support stepchildretiamally for the well being of the
child. However data from this research depicteteehtly. Stepchildren from stepparent
households appear to be abused emotionally inrdifteaspect. Stepchildren experience
emotional abuse by their stepparents when stepisartese invectives which have a deal with
child prior relationship. They are really emoti@uthing for children. A stepdaughter
participant, Hikima described her experiences abminhotion as she experienced it and feels
bad. She expressed her emotion “while he [brotth@gdome thing wrongehathi afertibila
tilewalch isum yinaded ena enate hulet gizz afilaém yilatal’, but | don’t, | afraid of... gin
baka kir yilal’ (aggrieved) (heart touching speaking).” The childher witnessed her

experience of emotional abuse:

...Iit was last time, my aunt [father’s sistégard, by chance, while my stepparent
insulted me sayinglikala’ (literally it is an offense by saying ‘bastl’), and she became
greatly annoyed. She saddened at [father] too and 8im ‘you shouldn’t come to my
home then after, you aren’t my brother’.

The other stepson participant, Beraham who livegtepmother household expressed how he is

emotionally abused thatyéman zer gomenzer tilegnale¢ahgry, crying].” Seeing it from the
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experiences of participants of this research, sxgerience is severe for stepchildren who are

from post-bereavement stepparent households apohsteer households.

Stepchildren are also abused emotionally whilpEeents negatively talk about their
nonresidential parents in any pattern or show d &irabnegate directly or indirectly.
Stepchildren appear to experience it while a stegppgadome into disagreement with the child or
feel discomfort in some regard about the childsTd@ntiment is expressed by a stepson

participant, Sisay who is being raised by stepfathe

Since he [stepfather] always boasts about higfiéimily), | hate him. | am not
comfortable with. .... He relates things with kin f@lsomething wrong (for the view
stepfather), happen in the home)). He always thieefamilies high.

The child similarly expressed in the other way assmot emotionally protected: “he [child’s
stepfather] insults my mother saying as she raise@rrogantly. Enatih indezih batachemalikih
nro minamin’[Pause], baka ayimechegnimfuncomfortable face]. | don’t like.” Beyond the
word abuse in the home, stepchildren appear torexmpes humiliation due to stepparents’
carelessness for the emotion of stepchildren. Hikivho lives in the stepmother household

poignantly captures this notion:

One time in the past, she [stepmother] came toadad told ‘she stole me money’. But,
| swear | didn’t see any birr. | didn’t steal anyoney. She told to the school director and
the director told in the class.

This participant was really touched by the act®ine was discussing that as her stepmother did
unpleasant on her and which is the moment she iengat. She was on and off in the home as

that time. She was living with her aunt.

In addition to all the above as it is indicatedit@rature emotional abuse incorporates all

form of nonphysical hostile treatments via discration, rejection and others (chapter 3. child
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abuse and neglect by parents and other caregiverdf) which are discussed in different

themes of this research. And stepchildren appeaxperiences those.

G. Physical Punishment

Stepchildren in the stepparent households expeariphgsical punishment. It appears to
be more common on stepchildren in the stepparamgdimlds even differently of other children
in the home regardless of the weight of childreorvgrdoing. Indeed, children don’t say we are
being physically abused by stepparent, but theyagxgd the physical punishment they
experienced is really different, severe and regiatean biological children in the home. The
experiences of participants of this research degititat stepchildren who are being raised by
stepmothers are more likely to experiences it.dCén were depicting as they are being hit at
home in the different section of our (I and thematewee) interview. A stepdaughter being

raised by stepmother, Hikima described her expeée@h physical punishment by stepmother

There was a time my stepmother damaged my ey fletching water with 20 litter
plastic container. Incidentally my aunt saw me garg that and shout at her
[stepmother] saying ‘why do you order her to fetedter, her waist is hurt’. Assuming
that is me who told to my aunt my stepmother hitBoé| never told anything to anyone

She exemplifies her similar experience that “Ong .daa police has seen her while she was
hitting me and he (the policy) warned her.” Thidatindicated multiple times as she physically
punished by her stepmother and sometimes by Hezrfay the order of the wife (stepmother) on
her wrong actions (regardless of the weight ofwheng action). She explained that only she and
her brother are hit in the home. She said “so feave seen only one time while she hit her child

[stepsibling].”

The other child who lives with his stepmother, Bena, described the same that his

stepmother physically punishes him frequently aiffér@ntly from his stepsibling. He described



EXPRIENCES OF STEPCHILDREN 65

in the history writing that “she does have a terapernt of angriness and hitting,” He expressed

his experience of physical punishments and itsrggve

In fact, she strikes me. However she is not as sublrt me. But, while she ordered my
brother to hit, some time she asked him to punishviile she exhausted of, oh it is
really bad, ‘beka zim bilo new emiwerdibign’. Heagds me on the ground.

Hikima also described how it is hurting:

If you do wrong, why not it is a glass she usés #trike ... one day she commanded me
and my brother to bring oil (that to be used fookimg food). Unfortunately the bottle
was broken. We took her the oil by plastic contaarel told her as the bottle is broken.
‘Beka bemidin new yetematachew yehon yegrawa endfeam new besu new
yetematachiw.’

Siblings’ relationship in stepparent households

Though it is not the intention of this researchidfpr to state the relationship witnessed
among siblings in the stepparent households bgsed the empirical data obtained here in this
study. Siblings in the stepparent household apjoelaave harmonious relationship in the home
regardless of they are half siblings or stepsilsliagch other. No one participants of this research
explained they have negative relationship withehstepsiblings or half siblings however
stepchild experiences differential treatment bpgéeent in the household. It doesn’t mean
actually, they like each other genuinely. Childvegre not manifesting an affectionate attitude
toward their stepsiblings while they describedrtlegperiences that are related to their

stepparents’ discriminating actions.
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4.5. Children’s Perception and Experiences of Discririara

A. Stepchildren’s Views of Discrimination

Discrimination in stepparent household means, hdden, a prejudiced treatment by the
stepparent thinking of blood tie. It is the favayiaction of the stepparents to their own child and
the exertion of less effort to support the childos not their own. A stepdaughter, Yanaite, who

lives with a stepfather, described her view of dietation in the stepparent household:

Discrimination means when just a stepfather faforsis child or while he supports
more to his child. He wants his children to reaath and who leave back his wife
children (child who is not his) and see them jusd bther thing.

The other stepson participant, Seid who is beimsgdaby stepmother explained his meaning of

discrimination in the stepparent household:

Discrimination means when she, as being a mothehitdren, gives more to one child
and shows bad face to the other child. While stesdo, it is called discrimination. Just
she did badly for that child, and does good andagthking for this one child. And thus,
she doesn’t see the two children in the same dytesi#p it mean that she favors for the
child she born than seeing the child she born avesd’t equally.

B. Stepchildren’s’ Experiences of Discrimination

Having that meaning and weight for discriminatignstepparents, children explained
that they experienced a discriminating action k®rthtepparents. Stepparents appear to do
favoritism to their biological child in differenspects of their daily undertaking as a parent. A
stepdaughter, Hikima from stepmother householdvema has brother of both biological parents
live in the house, described her experiences afididnation: “my stepparent discriminates at
home exceedingly. She doesn’t show the same faagke abus. She gives match for her child.”

She exemplifies her experience of discriminatiorhby stepparent at home that “last time, when
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bread is baked at home, she gave half of the Worady little brother, and so does to me, but

for her child (strong voice), she gave him fulltleé bread. There is such thing.”

The child similarly explained her experiences acdimination by her stepparent:

..... Now! She buys clothes to her child, but shembéor us. However Dad! [Their
father], If he buys for me he will buy to all of &or instance If you see all our dress
(her and her brother), they are bought by our fatlBat for her child she is who bought
in addition to clothes my father bought to him.

Likewise, the other stepson who is being raisedtbgpmother, Beraham, explained as he
experienced discrimination by his stepmother sdyekHe described his experience of

discrimination:

We aren’t (he and his stepmother child) treatedadiggun the home [showing a kind of
crying]. .... for instance if her child do some thihgeaks staff and she [her Mom] looks
incidentally while that is happening, it is not thmuch. She warned her, and then hit a
bit. But if it was we [worried voice] [stepchildréhe and his sister)], she would hit us
harshly.” When she pinches us it is by hail but while it is for her child, no like that

He also depicted in the sentence completion thed tkoes have a temperament of not looking
equally due to that | said she is not good”. ThigddHustrates his experiences of discrimination

further:

Now, for instance, let we say she [stepmother] bbug [he and his stepsibling] shoe
via ‘ergendo’ (slipper kind of plastic shoe). Thedter it is bought for both of us, if that
was not her [stepsister] preference and wants obierchoice shoe, her mother
[participant’s child stepmother] wants to buy h&ut while | asked her for me she said
ok and does nothing. | asked her for the second tiimking of she might forget as |
asked her. She said ok | will, and does nothinglaNmepeated her for the third time,
she has a kind exasperatibehavior ... [pauseét that time | leave it. | tell her two three
times, if she is not willing to do | leave it [aki of desperate face]

Children feel like as such unpleasant really beealisy badly experience it, they could

understand situations. Hikima explained as shenstateds situations that

... My father used to buy dress to all of us (both Itvg child and his wife child) once
together. But one day he bought for her child andittie brother, not for me. At that
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time | didn’t displease at him. | knew, he did thetause | had. But while it is she
[stepmother], she doesn’t care whether | have drjast simply buy only to her child.

The other participant, Yaniate who did not expesesdiscrimination in her household explained
similarly as she understand her stepparent thao#sn’t mean my stepfather hits me. He hits
me. But it is because of my fault. It is not jbetause of he is stepparent. And it is not also

differently of other children.”

In fact, | don’t mean that all participants of thesearch experience discriminating action
by their stepparent. Stepdaughters who come frepfather households are less likely to
experience it. A stepdaughter participant, Yanete comes from stepfather household,
explained as she doesn’t experiences a discrimmgaiition by her stepfather that “he doesn’t
show me some thing different face. He looks us kygude buys us at once together. He buys
for others too if he buys for me, he buys for meitde buys for others” what if he has no
capacity to buy to you together? “No! If he hadtry, he buys for all of us.” Why? “I think he
is aware that, if he buys for me, they may feel &ad they will say why not for us. If it is
bought for them only, | may say why not for me.helother child, Meskerem who doesn’t
experiences discrimination by her stepfather dbessrher father action that “he buys me close

even differently of other children saying she deglthan other.”

However children explained their experiences ofritisination comparing themselves
with their stepsiblings and half sibling in the Betold, they don’t clearly know why it is.
Participants of this research who believe they ggpee a discriminating action by their
stepparent didn’t speak beyond moving their hedddoh’t know except one stepdaughter
participant, Hikima who tried to relate it with thpatterns of relationship. She explained: “I and

[her stepsibling] are not seen equally. If you saiy, it is because, you know, he calls care as
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ma’am (respectful form of addressing). But | dohttall her name. [My brother] also use her

name to address her.

4.6. Summary of the Chapter

In this chapter | addressed the research questibat is the experiences of stepchildren
live in the stepparent households? And the fouirseznmed objectives to be achieved. In
response to this research question or specifitalbbjectives, the following general perceptions
and experiences of stepchildren are explored.nddtree categories of children perception
towards stepparenting and feeling of being a BpA perception toward stepparent (d)
Acceptance of stepparent, and (c) Feeling of satiginatization. | was also able to delineate
two situations on best interest of the stepchddl:Hducational impediment, and (b) Children
relationship with nonresidential parent/Relatiiesploring the situation of stepchildren in
relation with the stepparents’ involvement in tida survival and development was one among
the objectives. Accordingly | found seven catezations (a) stepparent- stepchild relationship-
has sub concepts that mistrust, reluctance of atepfs on stepchildren’s request, and post
disagreement experiences of stepchildren, (b) ihild interaction in the stepparent households,
(c) interactional tensions, (d) parental disputes situation of stepchildren, (e) ignorance by the
stepparent, (e) emotional abuse and (f) physicaishments. In the whole experiences of
stepchildren, stepchildren from stepfather housishappear to less negatively experiences
stepparenting. Finally, stepchildren meaning o€uilsination by stepparent and their
experiences of discrimination is also exploredp&tddren appear to experiences a

discriminating action by their stepparents in tbesehold.
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CHAPTER FIVE: DISCUSSION

This research found out that children in the stepmishousehold are very cognizant that
their original families are dissolved and now tlaeg dissimilar of other families. For that fact
they will have some sort of perception toward.dotf according to the participants of this
research, stepchildren appear to commence thim lifee stepparent household with a kind of
negative perception toward stepparenting (stepfiaitpenothering) because of the schema they
have developed from the society. Children percstepparent as a parent who raise his spouse
child with less nurturance. However, children whe iom unmarried women and join the
family in their infancy more likely easily acceys their parent. As to the participants of this
research children have other reasons to like gtepparent despite them as a child or the parent
as a father/mother. They depicts that they liké ttepparent because their stepparent
upbringing them; they don’t out them from home tivep reason, holding inside in their mind as
they are other person. Children in the steppareaséholds appear to experience unharmonious
and less genuine relationship with their steppa@ahong and Coleman (1994) contend that the
stepparent/stepchild relationship can be one ofrtbst complicated relationships within the
stepparent household. The stepfather—stepchiltdaesdip is unique because it occurs in the
context of two other parent—child relationshipshiéamother is not biologically linked to the

child (Vogt Yuan & Hamilton, 2006)

Stepchildren exhibit a less intimate relationshifhvheir stepparent and interact more
with their biological parent on their concerns. §hgain stressed the relationship they will have
with stepparent. Their intimacy of relationshiptimn affects the treatment given to the child and
the over all functioning of the family. Due to tHatt then children oftentimes likely experience

the malfunction of their stepparent. Children wiawénless relationship with their stepparent
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appear interact less with them. This less intevactind relationship is accompanied with distrust
relationship. Stepchildren who experience that kihcelationship would be more likely to
experience ignorant, mistreatment, physical ancahadyuse, and other malfunctioning of

stepparenting.

The other situation that leads stepchildren to B&pees less stepparenting involvement
is spouses’ relationship in the household. Steppsuteave less positive attitude toward stepchild
while they have disagreement with their partneang means. The quality of the marital
relationship affects how involved the stepparentith the child (Cherlin & Furstenberg, 1994).
Furthermore, higher mother—child relationship gydias been shown to be related to higher
stepfather—stepchild relationship quality (MacDan&lDemaris, 2002 cited in Vogt Yuan, &

Hamilton, 2006).

Children from stepmother households more likelyezigmce those maltreatments
because stepmothers are wicked (Sanders, 1984 Siepchildren oftentimes pass time with
stepmother in the home those maltreatment woulkkbere. Again, experiencing that
malfunctioning leads children to less function tteeir daily activities via education. Children
appear to give mach worry to their experiencesepparent action than to their education.
Children who live in stepfamilies have lower grad@gher school dropout rates, and lower
academic test scores compared to children whardifiest-married families ((Astone&
McLanahan, 1991; Bogenscheider, 1997; Jeynes, A@#&hman, Carver, & Paasch, 1997)
cited in Kirby, 2006)). As to stepchildren viewgthepeated argument stepchildren have with

their stepparents contribute for their weak acadgrarformance.
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It is this research finding that stepchildren \aiBo have less relationship with their non
residential parent/parent’s relatives. Accordinghis research the major factor for the less
relationship they have is the residential paremtillingness. If the residential parent has no
harmonious relationship with the ex-spouse as agetelatives, he/she will not be willing to
introduce a child with relatives as well as permgtthe visitation both for the child and the
nonresidential parent/relatives. Literatures supi idea that the nonresidential parent's
family, though still blood and/or legally relataday face barriers in their attempts to continue a
relationship with the stepchild, particularly ietlhesidential parent moves them away, has a poor
relationship with the nonresidential parent ((DiMero, 2007a; 2007b; Furstenberg & Spanier,
1984) cited in Diverniero, 2010)). Beyond that,ldten implicitly or explicitly will be exposed
to situation to hate their nonresidential paremase of their residential parent appears to badly
inform children about the nonresidential parenesiBential biological parent speaks negatively
to their child about the stepchild‘s nonresidenpatent/families.

Studies that examined the severity of physical alfbermann & Martin, 1988: Malkin
& Lamb, 1989 cited in Adler-Baeder, 1999) found thest severe abuse was not necessarily the
result of abuse by a stepparent. Instead, biolbgm@nts were more likely to commit the most
severe abuse. But in this research finding thatdwewthe results of this research may fails to be
generalized as stepchildren are physically abusedchildren’s view that stepchildren
experiences physical abuses by their steppardeteliftly of other children live in the same

households. Stepchildren experience it severelyrapeiatedly.

The other thing, as in previous studies ((Anderg@plan, & Lancaster, 1999; Daly &
Wilson, 1999; Marlowe, 1999; Zvoch, 1999 cited iffdret, 2010, p. 64): Tifferet, 2010)), this

research found that stepchildren would experies@ediscrimination action by their stepparent
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in their parenting roles. Tifferet (2010) reviewdt stepparents exhibit discriminative parental
solicitude that they allocate their resources dtiféially, preferring genetic children over
stepchildren (Daly & Wilson, 1999). They show highevels of play, communication, feeding
and proximity towards genetic children in compamiso stepchildren (Marlowe, 1999).

Likewise, stepparents invest fewer resources im gtepchildren’s education (Anderson, Kaplan,
& Lancaster, 1999; Zvoch, 1999), and show lessaligvestment in stepchildren (Anderson,
Kaplan, Lam, & Lancaster, 1999). Children in thepgtarent household appear to be treated or
get affection differently of other children in theme by their stepparent. Participants of this
research depicts that stepparents explicitly fatmtheir own children. Moreover, even though it
is also evidenced in house where half siblingstaeee only, it is highly manifested if the child
has stepsibling. This discriminating action makesdtepchild-stepparent relationship less

genuine and children hate their stepparents. Silepeh are very sensitive on this regard.

Generally it is this research finding that stepat@h who are from stepmother house
households appear to badly experiences steppagehtin stepchildren from stepfather
households. Stepmothers emit more negative belsamwaard their stepchildren than do
stepfathers (Clingempeel et al 1984, Hethering@Bi71 Santrock & Sitterle 1987 cited in
Ihinger-Tallman, 1988). They justified that considg the greater attachment of children to
mothers than to fathers, this attachment may ntakere difficult for stepchildren to accept and
relate to stepmothers than to stepfathers. Childray have more trouble adding another mother

to the family than they do adding another father.
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CHAPTER SIX: CONCLUSION AND IMPLICATIONS OF THE STY

6.1. Conclusion

The intention of this research was to explore ifieeeixperiences of stepchildren in the
stepparent households from their own points of vieworder to achieve the above objective, the

research was conducted in the caskalfe Keranyosub city, Addis Ababa.

The research achieved its objectives. The findasglt from each objective is
summarized below in the subsequent paragraphsfirShevas to ‘explore children’s perception
toward life in the stepparent household’. Childvéw stepparenting negatively in general. They
have a negative attitude toward stepparent tradgvgsloped from the society contention of
stepparent and from their experience. Steppareantwe children that a parent who mistreat
children who is not his own. It is children feelitigat their stepparent ill-treat them just because
he/she has no blood tie. Due to that they les$yldepear to accept their stepparent as a parent.
Even children who believe they have good relatignglith their stepparent see their situation as

good comparing with the negative myth they haveuabtepparents.

Among the objectives of this research the oneexgtoring the way in which
stepchildren view their parents’ role in fulfillirtheir best interest. Education is the best interes
of the child. Participants of this research exmditheir experiences that due to their stepparents
carelessness to support as well as oppressioic{(istitess on, or they as a source of worry, stress
or trouble) in different manner, they experiena®s €ducation performance, school attendance

as well as exposed to educational dropout.

It is also the experiences of the participanthf tesearch that, even though it is their

best interest, stepchildren appear to have leaarthip with nonresidential parent/ parent’s
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families. According to this research result, restd® biological parents are not willing for the
child and the nonresidential parent families’ rielaship if they have/had a kind of disagreement
each other. Due to that children are less likelyisdt their nonresidential parent families (half
siblings, uncles, aunts and others) as well amtrerse. Likewise, because of the above reason

children also face challenges to know each oth#r thieir nonresidential half siblings.

The other objective was to uncover stepchildrerfzeeience regarding their stepparents’
involvement in the nurturing and development ofdrein. This research come up with different
issues that stepchildren might experiences in timeehin relation to stepparent involvement for
child well being. Even though it is not for all gaipants of this research, stepparents in the
stepparent households are less likely to involeenselves for the child survival and
development. Despite, they also appear to misstegthildren. Form the very beginning;
stepchildren appear to develop less intimate weiahip with their stepparent to get the supports.
Furthermore, stepparents and stepchildren haleiliteraction in the home too, because
children’s stepparents unwillingness to answercstidglren’s request in a positive pattern. The
other reason for children experience of less int@malationship was that stepparents consider
children as person who has some sort of coalitiibin their biological parent. Due to that
stepchildren share their daily experiences to onky parent who is biological regardless of the
issues has to be told to. Similarly, children appeaxperience lack of affection from their
stepparent as a parent, keeping there are alguesezpis and children who are affectionate each

other. In fact those will be more prevalent in shepmother households.

It is also children view that they would experierackind of hostile attitude by their
stepparent while spouses have disagreement caysdddren issues and/or their own. And also

they are more likely to be mistreated at home értioment. Family systems theory supports the



EXPRIENCES OF STEPCHILDREN 76

idea that each relationship between individual&iwia family unit affects and is affected by all
other subsystem relationships contained withirfanaly (Hetherington, 1999; Caldwell, 1982
and Caldwell and Caldwell, 1992). For example,ttipe of relationship a stepfather has with his
stepchild will affect his relationship with his wi{Halpern-Meekin and Tach (2006). However it
is expected from stepparents to follow up and sttpgoldren in different aspects, this study
reveals that stepchildren appear to experiencesagee by their stepparent. The participants of
this research explained that their stepparentsaedess in different issues concerning children’s
development. Stepparents less likely support aadegsty answer for children questions. Indeed,
there were research participants who experiernuesitively. The other experience of children is
that stepchildren appear to experience emotionadeaby their stepparents. Again the finding of
this research regarding the survival and developmiechildren depicts that stepchildren being
raised in the stepparent household are more likefxperience physical punishments too
differently of other children in the household. &tiildren view their experiences of physical
punishment that it is severe and repeated thandiadl children in the home. In general,
stepparents appear to be less effective, consistetinte and attentive parent in the responding,
preventing, mentoring and modeling of the childheir day to day activities which are essential
for children survival and development. However, fisgearch also found out that some
stepchildren have positive experiences with andiveccare, love and support from their
stepparents. Generally, children who are from unieiwwvomen stepparent households appear to

have negative experience in stepparenting.

The last objective was to explore, if and how, skéldren experience of discrimination
by stepparents within the households. It is founttlat children in the stepparent households

appear to experience a discriminating action dffardntly treatment in the home by their
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stepparent. They feel bad emotionally about thg@edences what ever the weight it has.
Children view discrimination by stepparent in tleusehold as unfair treatment of the
stepparent. Children expressed their experierateiteir stepparents do favoritism on their

action of parenting to their own children.

6.2. Implications to Parents

Actions undertaken by stepparents to differenthiédren in the home are vary sensitive
to displease stepchildren. So, for the well beihtine children as well as the well functioning of
the family in general stepparents shall help stéghen to understand why stepparents do action
differently. It is also in this way children wiltust their stepparents and accept positively, and
develop genuine relationship. If parents can degrent shall do action for children in home
similarly and simultaneously for both stepchild anider. That is because children experiences
less free contact/interaction with their steppagemtd less likely understand stepparents.

Stepparents and stepchildren have less intimktgamship each other. One of the
reasons that make a child has less intimate raktip with their stepparent is the pattern of
stepparents’ reaction to stepchildren requestsiwi@sembles to unwilling kind of response. In
order to promote their relationship well, steppsseshall explicitly and positively react to
stepchildren request in a manner that stepchiladind understand it is his/her stepparent
genuine response. Moreover, instead of biologiaatmpt only fulfill the child’s request, both
parents shall explicitly show the child as, whored the action (via buying something for the

child), they do the action on the agreement oringhess of the stepparent too.

6.3. Implication for Social Work Practice
It is depicted in the different section of thiseasch finding that children experiences

different malfunctioning of the family differentlyf other children in the home specially that is
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related to stepparenting. Stepchildren experiegigerance, both physical and emotional abuse,
unfair treatment among children in the family teatotionally danger children, antipathy kind of
relationship with stepparents, and other. This iegpihat social workers need to give an

emphasis for such segment of families given tisatibtto is promoting people wellbeing.

It is stepchildren experience that one that cateyechildren wellbeing disturbance is the
relationship of spouses in the home. In fact inelgrgoo the relationship of children with
stepparents affect spouses relationship, just yaasila system unit. It is this research finding tha
due to that children are exposed to maltreatmeshbanged up emotionally, and experience
malfunctioning via on their education. Social waskerho work with children may apply here
system perspectives considering family as systetrtainvercome children problems or
promote children wellbeing. In addition it is imgdited in the experiences of participants of this
research that the harsh relationship of steppaségpchildren leads spouse to conflict or
unharmonious relationship. That is because relshipndoesn’t occur in isolation (DiVerniero,
2010; and see Bochner & Eisenberg, 1987; Galviok$ain, & Marrow, 2003). It is only the
well functioning of stepchildren and stepparentpotes the wellbeing of the child as well as the

family in general.

6.4. Policy Implications

The government of Ethiopia has implemented poliaies, signed major declarations,
and conventions like UNCRC to protect children frany unfriendly family environment or any
other situation. But, however the finding of thesearch explicates the complex relationships of
stepchildren and stepparents; nothing has beeifiedkin the family code about the duties and
responsibilities of stepparents in the child sua/and development once they marry

acknowledging the presence of stepchildren. Ividenced in this research that parents in the
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stepparent household appear to support their ogpeotive children than to their stepchildren
regardless of the fathering or mothering role thgsgribed. Again that action leads children
experience discrimination. A stepparent expectbiblegical parent in the household to be
responsible for child survivals even though all eniad or non-material support is generally from
the household. That in fact hamper the genuinéioekhip of stepparents and stepchildren
which again dangers the well functioning of the ifgrim general and child wellbeing in
particular. So policies should support such segmefitamilies through clarifying the
relationship of stepparents and stepchildren th@anpte the wellbeing of children. Just like what
are the duties and responsibilities of stepparfentheir stepchildren in such stepparent
households? What are his/her rights?

It is only Article 268 of the revised family codete a bit about guardians who are not
biological parent. It says that “Where the functai guardian are exercised by a person other
than the father or the mother, one of the paramig,nterested person or the public prosecutor
may apply to the court against the decision takethb guardian regarding the upbringing of the
child.” “In the eyes of the law, the status of pah®od is generally restricted to biological and
adoptive parents.” Stepparents are viewed as “amsajegory of ‘third parties’ who develop
relationships with their stepchildren but are regjarded as legal parents.” When the custodial
parent of a minor child marries another adult whaoot the child’s biological or adoptive parent,
that is when a residential stepparent-stepchiklaticgiship is created, but there is no definitive

definition of the stepparent status (Pollet, 2010).

6.5. Implications for Future Research

Further research should be carried out to builchupe findings of this study and

incorporating its limitations. This study concemghon stepchildren who are from post
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bereavement stepparent households and unmarrieg@nvd@milarly, future researches need to
give attention to children attitude toward steppate find out the impacts of children schema
toward stepparent on accepting their stepparentsebhss develop a genuine relationship. This
study found out that children join stepparent hboss with a negative attitude toward
stepparenting or stepparent. The study also retieai<hildren who become stepchildren in
their early age and during early adolescence wiisgbly have different wellbeing in the home
and acceptance of stepparenting/stepparent agatptrat to be further studied. Future
researches need to explore the specific and congpletexts within which stepchildren grow up.
This kind of research has great potential to bo#mgthen and come with empirical evidence

that paves for social work practice.

6.6. Summary of the Chapter

The chapter summarized the major finding of thelg&and the research implications.
The study revealed that even though there miglehbdren who positively experiences
stepparenting, stepchildren appear to experieritereht unfriendly parenting situation for their
wellbeing. Considering the finding of the reseastégpparents are recommended to discuss
issues with children while they want to differently for children in the households. That will be
relevant for their genuine relationship and whidh e base for all well survival and
development of the child. Having that it is alssatissed clearly the need to social work practice
for such segments of population. The need to hasteaa policy on the stepparent households
especially on the relationship of stepparents &mplchildren is implicated based up on the result
of the study. Finally in addition to building upetfinding of this research it is indicated that
future researches need to concentrate on childrereption toward stepparent and its impact on

the relationship they will have with their steppdee
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APPENDIX A: Data Collection Instruments

I. A Child Demographic Data

88

Sex Age Religion

Education level

Who is the residential biological parent? (Mothatter)

How long are you in this stepparent household?

Reason for prior family dissolution (Divorce, Deatin other reason)

Child's Current Parents/Family Background Informati

Educational level: Mother Father

Who is the breadwinner of the family?

What is your father occupation? And income per month

What is your mother occupation? And income per month

Family composition

SN | Siblings | Age | sex| Relationship (Half siblinggther/ father/other)
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Il. Story Writing

A topic for story writing-  Life in stepparent household

Note: since children have been given a chance to dek&pown topic on the regard, they

wrote a composition about their own topic of

- The relationship my stepmother has with me

- The bad and good attitudes toward stepmother

- My life, &

- 1 and my family
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8.
9.

10. My stepparent is careful about me on

lll. Sentence Completion

| like my stepparent because

| don't like my stepparent because

My stepparent is good at

My stepparent is not good at

| describe my stepchild life as stepchild in thespparenting as

| describe my relationship with my stepparent as

My stepparent often wants to help me on

He/she doesn’t want to help me on

| always worry about

11.He/she is often careless about me on

12. My stepparent likes me because

13. My stepparent doesn’t like me because
14.What comes to me while | think of stepmother/fatiser

15.1 want to pass most of my time at home because

16.1 don't like to stay at home because

17.1 want my stepparent to help me on

18. My stepparent perceives me as
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V.

Interview Guiding Questions

Children’s Perception toward Life in Stepparent hseholds

v' What does being raised by stepparent mean to you?

What does stepparent mean to you? What makes Hhidtiffexrent?

Do you feel/think of your stepfather as father/stefher as Mother?

How do you describe your stepparent perception riwau?

How do you see being a stepchild?

What did you feel about getting a stepparent?

Best Interest of the Child

v How is your relationship with your nonresidentiarent/relatives?

How do you feel about your nonresident biologicalgmt/relatives?

How do you describe your nonresidential parent ivemment in your life?

How do you contact with your nonresidential panetatives?

How willing the residential parents are?

Which of grand parents/aunts/uncles (relativesyateclose to? Why?

v' How are decision/ actions concerning you passedzhfgy for the sake of you?

Was there action/parents decision that dangers you?

91
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Survival and Development

v How is your relationship with your stepparent?
- How do you address him/her? How does your steppagdinyou? Is there differently

among siblings?

- Do you think your stepparent likes you? Why?
- How much your relationship with stepfather/motteebased on love and respect?
- How do you describe the affectyou have each other?

- Do your stepparent enjoy talking and playing wituy And you too?
- Do you think your relationship looks like two bigical ties one?

- Do you feel as you have father/mother indifferarduomstances (via, quarreling with
peers or any)?
v How do you interact with stepparent?

- Do you ask your stepfather/mother what do you want?

- How do you share ideas with stepparent?
- With whom you interact as well, biological parenistepparent? Why? What are the

major interactional issues?

v Have you experienced a disagreement with your atie@f/mother? If yes why is that?

What oftentimes causes you (both you and your siepp) to disagreement (conflict)?

How do you deal conflicts with your stepparentaghong the conflict stay)

What is the role of your biological parent?

- Do you excuse each other?



EXPRIENCES OF STEPCHILDREN 93

v Have you experienced punishment by your stepparent?

- How do describe the physical punishments at home?

- How do you describe the punishments by your stegpppan the wrong doing?

(Physical punishment (battering)

- Have you experience verbal abuses or emotion tagatffenses by your

stepparent? If yes, How and when?

- How about reward for good doing? (appreciationpemnaging )
v Do you think your stepparent mistreat you? If adgy and why?

- Does your stepparent do actions on you that makeaggry/which are bad to you?

- Do your parents quarrel each other? How often sitaations and other happen
among your parents?
What do you face at time? Why do thegrggl?
How do you describe your stepparentuaté toward you while he/she quarrel
with your biological parent in the home? If any

v" How do you describe your stepparent’s involvementtie betterment of your life?

- How did you get all the nurturance, follow up angbgort by stepparent as Mom/Dad?

- Do you think your stepdad/mom is reluctant to diboacto your good deed?

- How do describe your stepparent’s involvement iaryactivities to motivate you?

- How much she/he exert her/his effort to lead oplyelu as your biological parent?

v" How do you express your stepparent support to gobiooling?
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v" How does your stepparent care for your diet?
v" How does your stepparent genuinely worry on yoasialg, hygiene, emotion, engagement
of activities, answering for you?
v" What is your work after school?
- How do you describe your work for the family bregidining and activities in the home?
Discrimination
v" What does discrimination by a stepparent mean @ yo
v" What is the discrimination you experienced in theify you as stepchild? Why and how
- Does your biological parent know the favoritismarfy, how?

- What is your stepparent reaction to protect you?
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APPENDIX B: The Amharic Version of Data Collectibrstruments

[.oeesee oo ( Demographic Data)

B D)

e0cecee c00e cocsee cecce (n ® o0 cee ooo nuo)
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[I. Story writing
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ssee esee e0ee (Sentence completion

o g

1' 00000 0000 00000000 000000
2.
3
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7.
8.
9.

10.

11.

12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.

wN e

B

©oNOO O

11.

12.
13.
14.
15.
16.

....../.....

00000 000 000 ...../....... oo0

....../.....
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17.
18.

00000 000 000 ...../........ o00

IV_ 00 0000 0000 00000

1' 0000 00000 000 000 000 00 o000 ..?

c0es 00 ses 000 oo see 007 oo sessese oo se?
ceece seses ses sses socese 007 soe soe seses 007
ceese s0se oo see sese sesees sses seseses?

ceece oo sese sees ssese?

00000 000 000000 00 ....?

ssee seee sssee (Best interest of the child)

2' 000 000000 0000 000 00000 00 000 00000 o000 ..?

wene on sureee? sveesD e v ees?
eos seee soses (sese seses see) oo see sess see?

000 0000 00 000 0000 ...? ...?

3' 0000 00 000 0000 000000 000 0000 00 .......?

0000 0000 000 000 ..?

...?
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e o0 oee o0ee seee (Syrvival and development)

4' 00000 0000 00 000 ...../..../ o0 o000 ..?
- 0000 00000 00 000 ......? 00000 00000 0000 00 00 o0 ...?
0000 0000 000 0000 000 ..?
- 0000 000 00000 o000 .....? 00
- 00000 00000 0000 00000 00 000 00000 000000 000000 © .?
- 0000 0000 00000 0000 000 0000 .......?
- 00000 0000 0000 00 0000000 000 0000000 o0 ...../.. o000
..? o000 ....?
- 0000000 0000 000 0000 00 00000 00 o000 .....?
- 000 00 00000 ../...... 00000 00000 000 000 00 00000 ?
5_ 00000 0000 00 0000 o0 .......?
- 00000 00000 00000000 .......?
- 00000 00000 0000 0000 o0 ......?
- 00 00 0000 0000000 000 o0 ..? ...? 0000 000000 0000 o0 ..?
6_ 00000 0000 00 ....../......./... o0000 ....? o o000 o0 ....?
- 00 00 0000000 .....?
- 00000 0000 00 00000 0000 ......? 00000000 00 000 00 ..?
- 0000 00 00000 00 0000 ..?
- o000 ......?
7' 000 00000 0000 00000 ....?
- 000 000 0000 0000 000 0000 .......?
- 000 0000 00000 00000 000 0000 000000000 000 000 o0 o000
o00 .....?
- 0000 000 0000 000 00 000 00000 0000 ......? 00 00 (1 1)
00000 000 0000 ..?
- 00 00 0000000 00 0000 00000 000000 0000 ..?
8' 00000 0000 ......?
- 00000 0000 0000 000000 000 0000 000 0000 o0 ....?
- 00000 0000 00 000 0000 ....? 00 00 o000 ...? o000 o0 ..?
- 000 0000 00 00 ......?

- 0000 00 00000 0000 0000 0000 o o000 ?

9' 0000 0000 00 000 00000 00000 0000 o000 .......?
- 00000 00000 000000 /... o000 .....?
- 00000 0000 0000 00 000 00000 0000 00000 000 .....?
......?
- 0000 00 /.... 00 00000 0000 0000 0000000 0000000 o0 o0
o000 .......?

- 00000 0000 000 000 0000 00000 00 000 o000 .....?

10. 00000 00000 0000000 00 0000 000 o000 .......?
11. 00000 0000 00 000000 0000 0000 .....?
12. 00000 0000 00 000 000 o0 o000 (1]

0000 000 000 00000 .....?
13_ 000000 000 00 .....?

- 000 000 0000 000 0000 0000 .......?
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ee¢ (Discrimination)

14. R
15. S

16. esees oo soess oo see seesse? ssee seee?
17. o6 o6 00se o0 ses sesse? soe oo sese?

- 0000 00 000000 .....? 0000 0000 .....?

- 000 0000 000 000 o000 ..?
.' 00000 000 000 0000 o000
000 00 0000 00 000 000000

1. eeee sesee ses sse see oo ses so?
= eces see see ses oo sse 007 ses ssesees oo 007
— esees ssese ses sece sesese oo ses see seese so?
— ecess sses oo soe sees sseses sese sesesse?
- esess se sses ssee seces?

- 00000 000 000000 00 ....?

ssee seee sosee (Best Interest of the Child)

2' 000 000000 0000 000 00000 00 000 00000 o000 ..?
- 000 0000000 0000 o0 .....?
- 0000 00 .......? .....? 000 000 .....?
- 000 0000 00000 (.... (XX 11] ...) 00 000 0000 ...?
- 000 0000 00 000 0000 ...? ...?
3' 0000 00 000 0000 000000 000 0000 00 .......?

- 0000 0000 000 000 ..?

e o0 eoe o0ee seee (Syrvival and development)

J. eeeee sees oo ses seses/sese/ oo ssee s0?
= eese e00es oo ses sesese? seese ssess sese oo oo oo
N
—  eese ese ssesse see sesse? soe
—  eese sces sese ssees oe ssee seserse?
— eeces sess seee oo seeserse sse seesees oo sesess/e
ee? eove sese?
O
— ees 0o sesee se/esesse seese ssess ese sse oo ssees
5. eecee sees oo sese oo sosesee?
~ eeses sesse seeseese ssesees?
- eeses sesse sees sese oo ssesse?
= o0 o6 sses sescese sse o6 007 ese? sees sosese ssee

6' 00000 0000 00 .....0/......./... o0000 ....? o o000

...?

....?

2

L L] ..?

L 1] ....?
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- 00 00 0000000 .....?
- 00000 0000 00 00000 0000 ......? 00000000 00 000 00
- 0000 00 00000 00 0000 ..?
- o000 ......?
7_ 000 00000 0000 00000 ....?
- 000 000 0000 0000 000 0000 .......?
- 000 0000 00000 00000 000 0000 000000000 000 000 o0
(1 X) .....?
- 0000 000 0000 000 00 000 00000 o000 ......? 00 o0
00000 000 0000 ..?
- 00 00 0000000 00 0000 00000 000000 o000 ..?
8_ 00000 0000 .......?
- 00000 0000 0000 000000 000 0000 000 0000 o0 .....?
- 00000 0000 00 000 0000 ....? 00 00 o000 ...? 00 o0
- 000 0000 00 00 ......?

- 0000 00 00000 0000 0000 0000 o o000 ?

O. eece scee oo soe sesse soese sses sese ssrsses?
—  eeses sesse seeses [ses sese seese?
— eeces sees seee oo 00 seese ssee sesees ses seees?
ceesse?
= eese oo [esee oo seese ssee sese ssceses sessese oo
oo soseese?

- 00000 0000 000 000 0000 00000 00 000 o000 ......?

10l 00000 00000 0000000 00 0000 000 0000 .......?
11- 00000 0000 00 000000 0000 0000 ......?
12l 00000 0000 00 000 000 o0 o000

0000 000 000 00000 ......?
13. 000000 000 00 .....?

- 000 000 0000 000 0000 0000 .......?

ee¢ (Discrimination)

14. o6 oo ses sesee ses ses sese oo sse se?
15. o6 oo see oo see sess oo ses 007

16. eeese oo soces oo ses sesess? sses sese?
17. ece see sese oo ses ssees? eoe oo ssee?

- 0000 00 000000 ....? 0000 0000 ....?

- 000 0000 000 000 0000 ..?

secee (note) ® eoe soe ooe o
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