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· a1 .cl.:;o d a my c ill 11:' . ~ rl i ~. t., .• 0 for t ot t1!O of ~tL-:l 

childhood ~or thtt 1':;" 0 my odu tiOD, 0 of1i J r ... ppy • 
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J3a'algau, w-ho sharoo in tb tt vail and 6ilgml 0 4 ' dau ht~ bu t, &as, did not live 

to Ss-3 his e8fj~m tisf1 . 
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I N T nOD U C T I 0 

Th e es s a y attempts to de pict t he respon se of pe san t s under 

famin e dur ing the peri"od. 1975 - 1985. Th is ch pt r give s a 

p rofile of three awrajaa se l ected for Bp cial mph a e i s n d 

a glimps e of f amine during the pe r io d . It al s o rie£ly 

examines the lan~ reform an d the re ul tant rural s ociety . 

Cha pters two and thr e e conside r peasant responses to f amine 

in relati on to society and the state, respectively. The 

four th chap ter explores very briefly the pro,pects of over--'. 
coming famine in Ethiopia: Althou gh the field of investiga-

tion is the country as a ~hole, three awrajas have been .. 
sele c te d for emphasis: Manzna Gishe (hereinafter Manz), Yifat .na 

Timuga (hereinafter Yifa t ) and Wolaita. Frequency of famine, . 
ag ro-climatic considerations, ethnography and convenience 

decided the se1ectiBn. The sources consist of reports, books, 

archival documents and oral information. ! have also done 

field work in the three awrajas. 

PROFILE OF THE THREE AWRAJAS 

1 
Wol.ite had a rural population of 929919 in 1984. ~ 

':l 

Co rrespondin gly, Yifat had 298028 and Manz 270164 '-~ Th e 

average rural household sizes were: Manz 4.1, Ylfat 4.2 

a~d Wo1aita 4.6. 3 Manz and Wolalta measure 3870 krn
2 

each 

and Yifat 6250. 4 Cropp8~ land (per cent of the total), on 

the other hand : , amounted to 9.7,21.5 and 50.9 in Yifat, 

WOlaita and Manz, respectively. 5 The agricultural density 

was, therefore, 137.2, 491.6 and'117.6 in Ma nz, Yifat and 

,volaita. 6 

Manz and Wolaita are ethnically homo ge nous. Yifat's 

Population consists of the Amhara, Oromo, Afar and the Argobba. 
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~f n, aoe! ty till d1 prov of t • do n 80n 
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rat io 0 ork. In if t . t tl Ar obba t n 0 t 

• nd ml lnbou r radGr r r . On ot r nd . 

P.8 r to b tt i u 0 of 10 t in \10 it 

d in1.tr t1 ons c onsists of 

-AMoky t Q Y -0 1 , G ra - 1dir, 

- t .1dir n. 
~ 0 ... B is tru 0 01 ita; 

Bolopo - Sore (herein t ~ Bo 0 a}. Sodo-Zur • D ot-

Cale~ - Wa1d D mot - • ayah indo (h l' i n f t r 

;:01 h-) Ofe . -
nd Yif on 1... or Lx 1 - re - 1 

t l'in ud . P II. n t 

a8oe1etion s nu~b.r 17 5 1n Yif- t. 18 1 1n a n a a nd 266 in 

We l .i t i . 
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Il 

-. 

~ach av ril'. a. a d i o t i nct1ve histor. The A ha r n 
th 

'Prob a bly e e tt;ed in tl.nl: in the 10 c e ntury nd e volve d into 
8 

a doz 1na nt body ~ everal c en turies after. Amd a S i y on ioeor-
9 th • 10 

p o~. ted Man Zi ( " Haoz1h " ) i.n tho 14 centur y . It 

8e me th a t a bout thet t1 ~ e ~ n z s uffered f roo pastor a1 1a t 

r aids. 11 Navorthelos •• the etn wars (1529 - 154 0 ) an d 

the 8ubsequ e nt 01'020 po pulation ove ment p robably con a t i tut d 

t he Dost serious tbreats to . • os io itl hi s tory a s th e h ome 

Qf ChrllStian Amhara communitie s . Hanz braved tbea. odds , 

l up plied the lounder of t h o Sh a ~_" Dyn a lty an d b ecame .' t h o 

atart1n g point • tor the reunification ot Shawa 12 in t e 
tb 18 century. Thla and the subsequlnt !ortun I o r t b t 

dyua.ty ~ade the people of ~anz a'lociate tb •• aelvea with 

the Bthiopian Monarcby and atate vith pride tbat their~ vas 
• t y 13 lan d ,14 Aa Negus AgAr ' . ". Tna rist ovnerahip ot 
althou gh not uniqu e to . 8n:, pr o a l y l e nt furt h er ~p ed e ce 

to the 111uG10n, which did not l ack tn conviction. DiSAffec­

ted ar1atocr3tl put to t oa t t hat conviction a ainst t e 

r.volution and tbus kept an z off the .trea c of t h e i.torie 
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1'0 P (11 u ii) 1 b occllpi it. p r o 1 in t 

ntury . d of d1 au t n t 1 t rea first 

ted to by Ib td (12 1 7) 1n ot v y 1 d 

1m popu tien . T 8 ult fl t • t' <l at f 

~ an . Abysmtnian o ri ~ i 
16 to in 1n 1285 1'0 • pro nee en 

1~ '4'b . orbad nno t h r suit a t c 1 d Sh 
17 

d styo 

b d redu ced tbe u l t n t into a d end nc 1332 . 

t1d~ ' finall y , . j 1 'hoq baor ad i t into tho C 1'1 ti 'Q in d 

1415, 'l ft c1' wh ich it II 1. h "ard of " 
1 

T 1n no or " 
ule.na t o had owed ita e me r ge nc to t h hi toric 1 coincid nee 

of Islam and tr.do. 20 Islam outlived tr ad e ! ~ t e r 

althou gh the Ar gobba b.v~ retained somethln o f the Ie c y 

of both. whatever might havG hap p ~n.d durin ~ the Gran 81"S, 

the mos t im portant ev nt in the area v1th 1a.tin a f fe ct 

ha l been, apart from the introduction of IGIB • it a oecup -

tion by the Oromo in tho yoars 1562 - 70. 21 Y1fftt also 

se rved, Bppar~ntly Qore tb.n Manz. 0 1 base for th 

reunification of Shaw •• 22 Thenceforth. the politic 1 

h istory of Yifat probably consisted of alternations o t 

u 

. skirm1shes and uDno not1ated truces AMon at its • v e r y ixed • 

population. Three forms ot land tenuras prevailod 1n Ylfat 

under t he old re s l Qo: the rist ay8t~m ( 1n th e da rts). 

tenancy (1n 14r~e pocket areas 1n the valleys) 40 pAe tor.tl ! t 

e O~munal ownership ot ran elands. The ten nte consist ed lar ely 

of migrant pea.antl from ~11o, pejor.tivoly called ssdacha 

( algyants ) by the Oromo. The p •••• ~. of the old re 1se 

tnto oblivion antailed no m.nifeat pan s for Ylfat; for ft.~y 

peaaant. 1n the valley. it ~o.t probably ant deliverance 

frQ . serfdom. 

~o18ita. whatever .i ht haye been the practical .t n1-

flcance of its bein~ conquered by Tis'haq (141) - 30 ). 23 
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ov ament, trad i tion nd con i e ion . in it b y cla a d; 

' ol~lt;'S stiff ~e8ia t ne G rovok d un1 t1v camp iqn n 

e 1l ed . as a result, 08 00 1 v t n e lopo slt1 0n 

Q rfdo~ ( ~3 1kan~ system). Yet . ol- ita uoon ._~1 
,d; 

h h tchet and J even durin t~cl.,t occu r- t ion , it ot ood 

~eadtas tl y for Ethiopian lodep.nd a nc a n unity d ~ pit 

the enemy's efforte to the contrary. Can . qu ntly. s rf d o 

W 8 rep lacad by qutir _ ~ i~blr in 1937 ( . c .). 2S Althou h 

1 nol ord - tenant relation. in th Bw r- ja un l' t he 01 r 1 

h ad baen eecondary to !!.!! ownership, t olalta w l co m d 

tbe Tevolutlon a •• 11beratln ~ toreo. 

FAMINE IN lTUIOPIA, 197~ - 19 85 

AvailBhle information 26 8U~ e.t. not I ce. t an 3) D jor 

fami nes in Ethiopia durin g 722 year. (1252 - 1974): a fine 

very two decades on tho Av.ra ~a . The f r.quency of occurr e nce 

.bor ten& progre88ively toward. our poriod! yery 29 ye r fo r 

the period 1252 - 1752, every 14 for 182 9 - 1914 and ve r y 

8 years for 1916 - 1974 or every 5 years for 195 8 - 1 74 . 

The dearth of racord. tor the remote pest aay havQ iven ris e 

to this picture. Hovever. it 1. al.o po •• ibl. tbat !smine 

recurred jf ~~ver .horter Interval. toyard. our period ow10 R 

t o th~ eo~b lnad effectl of lncr •••• d exploitation of the 

peasan try and u ~i~r adcd la nd de radation •• veIl as t . 0 u l -

tien increase vith ut • correspondln devalop ent o f the 

productive foreoa 1n a .rlculture; and. bance, the coincide ne 

of fa 1ne .nd the tall of the old ro ime doe. not a pp ear conjectural 
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a lte rn atin ~ t nt nsiti n ti it c tot 1 in C) , 4 - S . 

'It s hcul o il l . 8 1 ow v e r t l" u p; t :_T _ _ , i n 

crop produci ~ IHe , lUll on1 
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liin c 9 7 

r o t 

ur f t 
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cau e ? r bl _ ~ io ~ ~~: nd f t n «i1 ton 
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not c au s e fo i n a a affe c tio , 

F~1ne or ! ina te d p ri~4 r i l y f r o 

occurr1n eep r a t o l y or in c oo b i nAt l on . 

At th e rf)ot 0 .{an:! I t'n n 

~ t , ich firot p r 1 ci 1n 
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a yea r of protr c d o rd .i p . 1979 

ti nR in loca l! d fa inea - xpandln 

~ r or rdah i r aul-

S. a II 81n 198 u n 11 

19 8 !" vh n f . 10 ( tb r te n in R over 1 000 ~ opl 8 9 ) bee a 

universa l, exec d ci onl y in 19 I n ar 1 • 1n 1 M nr: 

fro. 198 1 t th da te s fro 19 78 a t th rli at 9 
n 

lnt~£l t. 
9 1 

I n Yifo 't. aeriou food s ho r t ccur r , d In 19 3 19 4 

and 19 8 5 . 9 2 , Dr ou , t co bined t h P a t . too k v / 
to ll of tho 1n tho 10w1 

') ) 
I n crop. t 

pa rts of M fud. hoavy rain 1n 19 2 n (' 
I d TO t , 

1 19 4 

seem t h o 1 portant advo r se factor . I t r • 11 to 

wna t he culpri t in 19 8 2. 
9 5 r • in 118 .v • c 

6 
d rou ~ t nnd eats proci Ha t d f emi n . T U" lt 

-re c e ives ention as IIff.ctin . no ,\ 3u r od it 

Xaf ud 1n 19 8 
9 7 d rou t d 1 t h rci c 0 ly o "ev~r . 

i n 1) 4 . "' y ea rl S p t e b r , v r r c Ct 

pe Z'i ah c d . 98 Ove r a l l , J of c r1 d s oma . 
du rin g 1 4 5 . 

99 So f a 1 of n d l cn i on cc rr - e 

in Yifat only 1n 1983 , 1 9 9 ~ and 1 9 S . 

Wol;l t ; r e c e i ved r el i ef saa i . t sn • I n ld - 1974. 1 

But the rlod until 198 1 n cora f r v r e .. 1. 

198 1 10J s n d a rts at a ot - C-l c 8 Au 1r 11 t. 1 
q r 

Th e yea rs 19 2 sod 19 3 3 . i l1arl, r r , oo d . 7 

h owe VQ r, t Chad i d otitio food ' ort 1. t -

1 

" ------------------------=====--------------------
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1 t •. 2 • 1 h in 7 

~ , hOle er ~ bet 

' olatt-, fam i e d 

thenafter . 1:!n at 
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°ev rtho l 93 , 

11\1 h t hav ope r Gt d 

pe@ ~nt a .. s oc:ta tion 
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I nb o 
101 

J. "1 

nn 0 

n 1' ;), 
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n c t 

n r 1 

v a n in 

in Hum 

1" 

n to 61 (t 0 ) 

nd ot - 1 t' . 

t' nu hor r d to 4 .000 

ti t for t r 19 .., - 5 4-

0 an 501" , 0 
10) 

T 1 . I , 
1 1 c 0 i np, chro;"l c nnd n r i 

rou t an c • tion 'An' • 
D f ctors. 

r ds 1 n oc i. d f ioea 

th oar at 10r to 9 A 

1 h c n It 

by periodi c rou ht f ro 19 7 3 /7 4 t 1984. 1 6 
11 yorke r , 

on a }:'o u t 1ne tou r o f the in 19 7 6 , 0 fo u n 

un u s ual Inc 1.den c e o f mll l nutr it i on , I l't tc 1 r l 1n;) ot-
- 10 7 Waide ~ n d .od o - Zur ys . K h ~ 1'0 c e 

spel l s o f ' rou ~ ht ' a1 nc Q 1979 . l OS 1 9 . 1 A4 ~ 
198 5 wer e t h orst fam i n ye r i t c t 

1984 . Wola lt a b ad alr Q:\ dy l' o g1st d 166 21 d 
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r Itt II • n 

J uly (1 98 4 ) • e v en Bolo s o , tho ric • r o r 11 ----
l1 0 dea ths 0 .. 10 p e r s o n a 1:1 ea c h of t 3 r ati 

i t;lp r ove mcn t up a r ontl y occurro d 1n .\ u u lS t, ut t i a ot 

l i t tle t o the o'd laod ll r 11 0 and c J onrl v f o r t ut' ti a " 

f or the III I n fn et , I ? 5 , r ov e d o r 1 t res t . a 

198 4 . 

TEE LA t' .. 1:. r R 
~~~~~ .. ~~~~--~-------------------------

A me d ley of land owne r s hip f or c s and t c nu r 
11 2 

pre vail ed under the ol d r e g i me . eh i nd t ho o r on e 8 

e Xi s tance o f thea. div erae fo r ms 1ft t h vol u ti oo t ci ct 

nd iJta t in r es ponoe to ch ,1 , .. ... t o r ie ir 

1n c. ludin !> • <;!vent uall y , 1' e pon e t t 0 o r C :l it a 1. t 

s ys t e ~ . 'l'he ris t ( 
, k 10 ah l 

, ) r o f r t 

~~ n o d o f s ur pl us ap ro p r la ti o fo r t , t' b l' i 

od 
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COL'tp:teY. of agr -1 l1n re lion u t 0 1 

d!VCl.'£H;! forUl' ':1 t C!r for ,J p nt 

.... uti tt".(1rtoform t'on ot t or ti' n) r o~ 

~ .,.t-ieu ltu a 1 urp t con hi torie 
cnviJ:onmcnt. b a ru tn r. e t il t r d 1 

feu al . Tha p r oc 0 tion toppod nd h oriou 

Cor!!1$ Qf 0 ' 0 r ip 08 1f1 h n c n,e ant t c (\ a ltton 

of fe ud 1 B r a ~' i n r 1 tion . 

Tho tblop laa rur loci t n h v 

cons1eited . e a~ tial1y , of t 0 oci 1 c 
ot h r vo ution 

113 
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feud al cl s (tb rl t ocr cy. t Q p re er~1 n t e ent ) 

and the pe santry ( , owner - cultivato!"!)', on t • 

s emi - wo ~ k er8 . a r ic ult ursl a oure r .' u1 kG I n the 

i ndigen t - in des c en i n or d r of nuoerie 1 ) -
Whatever the d i ffe r enc es bot we n t h firGt t~o f i t ctio s. 

the mass of the wor k i n peasont r au t 1n d l,J t of u f dll 

clas s and a burdenso mo a t a t e me c h ln or . Tn nyat 

fami ne . 

r r od c d 

The land - r of orm l av 11 4 a li h d f uda l a r ri nn 

re l a. tio n s , ~ lo e k c d t 10 mo t' nc e o f capltal1at T 0 

agricul tu re nd mad e lan d ace 61 1 t 1 

c asio 0 - u Du f ruc t . The s u bQoq ~ unt u p l e ~ nt r 

fu rther envi a a ga d a soci a l 1li t t r ~. fo t' t:1lltion 0 

j 0 

1 5 

r. r ic 

1n 

t 

t h e ?en an tI' , ~nrl t he st nt e b 

fo r ~ation . ~h e r of or m 8 1 0 nv13 

t at r:"l -

, inl 1 n 

redi trib u tion to in s tit u t e 11 t'u r 1 s ocict· o~ \1 r i ": 

peasa ntlJ with • e qual I seca s to I nnd . 

Th e f e udal a gr a r ian r ela ti on s \iQ ra n r all y 0 e wi t h i n 

tho fi r s t tw o y e ~r s o f tho 1 n n tl oa1 1 ti on c r 

Land - lor t n~o t r l ation in 01 ita r d 

.. r1 th1n the fi t' st yea r of t rocl l:l3 t ion • ot 
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ort the iopu t 4 in GO 1 t 
'1 h h 1 u u 

tbe ret or ha.!J vi tu . 1 d n '0 • n 
tended tow rd 10 or :1 t 1 (! 

pot ri~ tion. 00 lC hol , th 
littl 1ft: r ene t in '" :!1 of 1" 0 .. 

o"e r thelm1n , n of an r d to I t 

~t~ly on t . 1" 29 e v or y r of t t' 

Eaaeotially> th~ra fo· • u hold1n~. 

f rom top-do~n. inu 

basis o f the poat -re fo r 

fo the upper sa tio n of 

lean ings) . tlC differ nc 

r ur 

th 
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ithi 
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oci et 

ntry 
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1 lontl, 
1 0 Tl,U . 

( it ku l 

cl th a t 

b~f Qra the refo r m ar aDieall ma int 1 d . 

In additio n t o ~CCft a 0, i: n fc rt1 t 

a ccess to oxeo a nd eoae nt1 \J or k tool . t r ~ 1 0 
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Ie 
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pt 
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1 t 

n • 

realia~t!on of t h e i rom din t c o no le 0 1b i ltl a of 1 0 

ref or~. On tho eve ot t he refor. ?4 of c ~t 

no plou ~ h oxe n , 33.7 ~ ovoad on e ch. _8 . 9 r C 1 • 

2 .1 % oBsessed t r a oach ~nd 5 . 9 1. lad fo ur oxo 0'(' 

e~ ch , 131 Toclay 38 Z of t h peas nt3 v n , 

d 

one ea ch, 25! p o sa~69 pAir c . tvo 

~ ha v 

ir s c . 

The nu mb er of peasants 9 0GS sin I' 

tOols " 8 also been desc rib e " v r 

Manz , Yifa t a n d Woloita lao p r to co ' o r Cll t 

s enerlll , ictura • . . O!lt an nts , i z ac! 0 it:'\ 1" 

pa rticular. posses s aither aa oy. e ch o r ve 0 

8~all stra tu ~ posaessln a pair o r or (1 0 olait 

threo pairs ) each exists. h o.over. Ltv .toc~ ow 

hiblts these d i ffe r nc~s on Q lar C 8cal In 

variat! n b e f ro non t u 

ilfn t th e disparity in c~ttle 

bet 'een noae or a f~w to u p to 3 
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Thus the poat r fo rural oc ty eo 1 t o f p nt 
claSs on who upp r action t fo 0 
fe tter and for ho e lower oe t ion it not 
!t'o m t1Sn t ; w il0 fo z t he mid Ie etlon ( :;v r hal in 
t:tajo rity) the ref o r h 0 not meant occur y a :lin . nllin 
vi ctim to the inc emeocica of w 

the re form h aa ea l 0 f the 
thcr . I 

at of kul 
I 135 

fro 

ot o r 'or 
34 it 9 

th aby 0 nor 

i 0 

a 
been able to uplift a G ddin 

prevent a ' Wo l domar 1am ' 136 f r oo f a 
in g in 0 it . T 1s 

exp la i ns t 6 e pe r s i s t once a n d e r iod1e bout o of famin tlrou h­

ou t t he per i od . Mor e over , t e ist1n diff renee ar not 

without Df c t on t h e 10 o r tr atu m. 
t t in 01 it 

pea s ant d t h s ur plus pai r o f oxen may 1r out 

to a no t he r ~ l t h no n a fo r a 50 % a ha eft c p od e 
e ur 

I n 
pa r ts of Yi f at , mi gr an t l a our f r o 

o 
198 4, h ired on a da il y a s ia durin i 

ti 

in 
fo ds . I n Ma n z , t ho pr a ctic e of n t 

( 

e 

cat tle ) t o t he poor for t end1 n ~ f or h r 

Wola ita f o r mi l k ) has not dis pea r p 

pu rchas o o f la bour powe r in r u r a _ t i to 

neg li gible a s it i s oft e n R SSU e 

I n . eneral , t h e ba ai a f o r f n r r 1 r.: io i 

because th e r eform tKB II not t u nt i 1 . 5 co p I d 

s uf fi c i ent i n pu ts a nd or an1sat i on n I t r t i 

i t s be~e f it8 in f ull. The d i ff r en e e i t in t c 

exp lain wh y fa mi n doe s not diaa Ro r v n in t e 

but me r el y r e c e des, a nd ' h y i n t e event o f ri ou er 

au cc u , to at:l i fa i lures ' mc ~ ~ me mbers of t h e soci e 

The 8aQe dif f erences also explain , ov en dur i n aev r e 
f a min e s , fam ine 

" ea rl y an d l a te 

ri s t he p ~ a9an tr J i t 

" ) . 13 7 II (" f it us 0 

-.. -~ .. _._ ........... --..-
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Stbid. , ...... 
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f? OA 0 10 

the ~~ra1! (os of Octobor - '~'O~~~ r r 1 
1.01 7.202, a cult1vatad land of ~ Got r 0 (1 •• , 

1v 

the total) - hellce , agrlcul t r !l :l_ ' Y ot 642 . 98/ 2 d 

to tal area of ?37,483 hcc t~r c9. 
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8V l~ tit « ~h o e.er '-" . : , . ", O ~ .. ! l :::.ont ot "ort~trn ,;bo 

£ 

During t ho 13th 1l.!ld 19 t h cant 'l ':. ,j , in ~ rol r e us : O!l 

t . Cr~~moy , eds., ~._t_h_1_o~ei_a~ ___________ t_o_r~~., '1 ( ~ t ' s ng: 

~1eh1gan vtate ~niv8rGitl , 

9Tadd8ase 111 ;' t h10 pi 1270 - 15 

(Oxford: Clarendon ProBe, 1972) . .• 

10J " M ' i n""' ...... -' t l" _C Op 4_D (!"n on', ".·r ~ ' .. ,.. • • .) peno er ,l r ~m ~' .-... .;;;;.;;o;;;;;o. ......... - ...... - --.._~ <AI - ~ 
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11 m ~d "a. .. G'SG~ p. 

p. 1Z. 

l tUl'C!I 

- 48. 



18 
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s1tus.tlQll at · .• emu :JO!1l ~d .;1 

t , • 

. ) 

. ) 

tioo. in 0 C 

i t1 

d. ) 

o ,. ( 1 - • n. • • 

.~ ~ort on i tlr 1 

In= ~~ . at b r 21 _ 

1974 tf ( r.rAID ,1a.,ion to :t .:.1o ~4n, :: ',' 0 bar, 97 . , 
(c1meogr aphed.) 

• 
. ..... -... .". 

l.4" il11am I . C.u-t r . .. ~'i" l_ y . 1 ):ort 0 0. : min 

• 

Cperu tiona i n ~1damo anu • ( -A ID rua ioo. to 

elll u . t! 
rative ;( eSiona , Nove!£ber 21 " .. . .,. 

a Y ee: er , ,)74' , - - ' t ... .. ~ . 
Pp. 5 -6. (maaog!'Aphed. ) 

46:' e11et DepartJilent (' i:l ... , 1shed d t e . 

47 Tesh1 tela ~ eUeks. ' r of .: :;.ort on the fJ COlUlU 

Trip to S1dallO " ( ?"-RC , Junil, 19?G . • 4 and 1. ( u meo 4 ~ d. 

1t6~e11 et •. .1~'"' ar tl'1o nt (. ~~ . _ ~:b li t'l h d 

49" f ood a..nd flutrition J U U ' r ou b t ff ct 

Qeau Goh , J una 1974 (.Jra!~ . , • " J or , · 7', 

(iUmsograpbed.> 
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B4Il . 1c, • 
Uovembl'" , - 8, 1915 t 

p. :;. ( mil:~J.Hl~aph~~.) 

54'":1 lief Depart 

1968 t oe. (1975/76.) 

"IUie .. · p. 84iteble 2. 

eo 1 . 1n 

'On Bepol't 011 Drought ltoot1<m 1D the to. LeAd Re!1oZl of 

Chllalo uti Arb. Gugu. tt (c tt. s eo t', 1974), pp. 7 and 19. 
(rUm 017 ph.d.) 

51" Gurqhe suye1 Preu wdnru-1 : }?Ort " (UI, Aupa' 197\). 

pp. 9ft. (muteogl'al"hl!d.) 

58\iabH1l1.ot U ·dlll1i. f't tr t:&ht C!1tUAUOII port Oil au 

( ENI , D.o •• ber, 1975), p.9. (aiccogrnphed.) 

S9B&Dtlrca Kalle Mar~ Drought in lambata, 81tQ.tlo~ 
R~PQrt on the Preli.tDarl oUrY61 "(~ Re, Oot~b.r. "'5), p.1. 

(m1meoez-aphI!4.) 

600ha •• and It .... e lieAe. n. pc.rt on the Trip to lubatta. 

F!bruU'1 ~~b. - 27th. 1976 n ( ::c. "'~a17, 1976). p.~. (111 ) 

. 61" R.pol't ell .child. md ~ -Gu&u, It pp. ,1'f, 04 • 

Rahab1U.tatlOl'l Prosra-. in :Arba OUeu " (CJ.Dt7, )(arch 1m). lie ,. 

(m1aeoS?aphe4.) -

'~c, 'p. 84. taltl. 2-

"N~P 'e,er., .. ii.port OIl ~., of the Proy1ac • • t rl1U11t~~· 
Octob.I', 191"). ,.,. hd.aoocra bde) 
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64 

~ ,-tel S~~uotlan t K .-
',974 it (C'Sli l: l:; 

(01 

tielU ~h C' S '\)£ 

'~imeo6ir ph 1/) 

66 . 
I:mC po 84. t o. 1 l. 

6r> . 
lrt ~ood ~up 11 ~lat 

<eb.~r ( Ma;in) S aeon, J'ue 1971 • 
. (mmeogr phed.) 

, 1 

8 >, 05, t bl 1. 

1 69 - 1910 ~t c 
H""'U""':1 1918 I ( 11 . 8 

68" ""ovd Shortag&& 'Sur (; n on ello ( 

!iela.uta and \ll ereh1menu Awraja.c) tJ ~.. . ) 1978), .9. ( 

69ft fa - h11 na fa M1s1b ~ ost, • - . Ginbot 1970"(rmc. NahaN, 1970), o.D:rul:r. (aitoleoar ph 

70,. Food !;uPP17 ~pt1c . 0 I 1970 - 1911 : tb. 

(Ka1n) So, SOD, JUDe 1978 - J&a~ 7919 " ( g ,e, Karch, 1979), 
Cmi£lieographed. ) 

7'1119 ,ElC 414 not produco 01.'"<>9 production as" .. men t r 

tor the 1979 se~80n (tood auppl1 ~a act for 19 0), h nee, I 

4e~'€Uidins: on DJ.1 person.al kDoslcdc • 

72 
. -Tegeg!le e.!ld re.ua.ui •• p.,5.. table 1. 

73Ib1d _0 

74u Fo·od Suppll Sls t .. 'ell :ro!l,yno;'1a eport 1912/13 .C • 

. " ( 1980)c rop Season " (Irne. ,..arch. 1981), p. 2. gi. I. U I U t 

o.t 3.4 .uUOA oompar.d to 4." 4.,. 5.,. '.0, deS 1.9 :dllLon 

t,,~ 1979. 1982. 198,. 19a~. &.114 ' 198'. r •• pectl.tl,. If oall no _ 

• . 'CeuSoa Are ccns14ere4, tl11 C) .., re t us, 2.0 1 ................... 

(t?9). · 3.~ ('S1), 4.S ('82), '.1 ('83), 4.8 ('8,.), and 7. C' ). 
~ t~ftOID'allhed. ) 



c!,IJr 30 S()!'l 6 

Jl"U::O 

~op Saa8Qn n (~~Q 

nsl~tte. n A~ 09 

a:ad Po11~1 · s n ( 

... 

stratei-gl. if f Qjll 'thto • I1.LlIml:~ t : n iU"n ....... 

a ... I ' ll 19S~) t p e ,31. ,2. C 

,11 ff~(;)OfI supply Z'1 t 

CropSeaoon. ff ( eRC., Jn~ r,lt 

) 

9117 
.) 

78 .. 1>1",,1.. lu_., t't 

. .. &'1 ... #.Aer \r'm.UI ... i'Op .... 0 I i 98 c 
Sea SOD ( April - DecemHr) ., ( , .... Jan %'1, 19 5) , . 1 . ( 

'19For the ecoaosUo tmpact of the ro bt t\Jld trurdn • 

lIiP't a.c. E:ecretarl General'" "oct . port to the ~ 1tt ll 

Plenary Meetina. " .A cidia Zd~.. . 4, 1978 .c., pp. 5 _ • 
80 _ 

. . 1a Ethiopia 'fa tcOftOg na 

:JL1917 - 1986t (Addis Ababa. r; 1917 ~.C.). p.'1. 

) 

:oate ot the GDP a. -O.~ (19"nnn), !).2, (1918179), '.5~ (1 7 ) . 
;5.0 (1980/81), 1.1~ (1981/82>, s.~ (1982/83) and 2.5% (1 9 3/ ~ . 
,estaate4). 

81 MA. A, ·' . e~. No. 61332/8271. ,~ Awr;ja . dministr tiOD to 

6RC , G1nbat 22. 1971. give. 4260 boUOG' olda aa displAced in ~~ 

8l'1d uaut - Mid!!'. Th!~ appear t o 0 tbe last oo~un1c HOD co~c_~-
lag $.n~ecur!~y a a a cause or SO~ d1uocaUon. 

az.UA • no Ret. Bo •• Joo ., 0 or ,U-4;i Pi ( lJishe) to l\o.n ... 

tn;Ji 'Adain1.atl'&tiOA, Haa.bit 11. 1911. blame "aatmit rJ (11 t r 
• • • 

. ' .,' . :~~Q)ter t. i.e. aphides) tor hav1ns ~atro104 barel,. tor tOlU' 

':.-:". "AI'a, ~4 IUAA, Ret. Bolt /5}9t /27JfJ. Sha •• PrOY 1.Ac1Al .ld&1ll1!Jtr 

~ , 'ton to RRC, M11aiy& 22, 1971. t~. Appe~r. ee or t he p 0 
, t , 

.6qe ,.ear. 
'- ~, '.::;.' 
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rote tl ',n 
, ,:.' .... 11 ~ .", ' ~ ~ e~ \.U1Ch ·e4 .. .. ·· e'.;i-~··,'.., ... 

, a'~,;.~I\ ' ,)j 0:\",. 7( "",t' IrIA 
... , . . .1I1'''ti-k'' ' -., » ..,iO . Hv., \I{U;:lC.~ti:ltl ". 'r~~~ ''',' ,.;" " .' . 

:" ".~dm1m$sttl'!it!on !!tl~t 1. 191Z. t' , _ 

'.~: ," ~ ~tm" .~~. ;'), a . having c1 II 
, _~ aIoo ,mentions ahortage 0 ~ :" 

" 1alo~lan4 parttJ of the P • 

.. '~, 81V.AAA , Ret. No. 1451/8271. I!4ll3 .hl'; j. in.1str tioll 
. provincial HOA Ottice, a14ar 11. 1971. 

',. , saNAA! , Rat. No '+r#J/ "7J;/'l6. ftau "wr-j- fOA ortic. to 

Provincial MOA Orr1oo, G1nbot 11. 1976, r.t.r. to 

free ting all waradi •• 
, S 

'>' . 9" Fo04 Shortap SurV01 ! oport oa MdUU G1 b r a ja n 

. (Ime, March, 1984), p. 11. (&UooC1·a~h. d) 

90 KAAA, Bet. No. 1041~t ~ahBBs Z4, 1971, m.nt10As ramino 
1n , PAs wholll dependent oa b loy. 

912 Spec1d Report a Food "1tuaUon 10 thJA la, 198, - 5 
t rr~uld Aha118 ia • Report d ' ( l "'C, COtob.r, 1985), p. 13, t :. le 

2.1 , &ay8 v1rtua1l1 all waradnD oxpor1.need tood shorta, ev y ~ 

duriD€ 1981 _ 198,. the • .,erelJ a!toot.4 nu.b.red , (1 98,), 1 

(198,), "(1984), .We all wero oovarell a.tt.ot.d 1n 1985. 

(m1aeouaphe4) 

92Ib1d., 

93UAll, Ret. No. 12'+/ ~4/2"4/7S, ntat Awr-ja J 0" tlico 

to Provincial KOA ott1ce, Ilaakaron 22, 19151 IllA, DO R.t. Do •• 

p &Gant4 of Awa.haa lute PA to ~Qt wrmja Adm~trfttion, • 

, 2~, 191'1 and tAAA, Ret. No. ~~"', rural .rad. da1nic 

tou to ntllt Awraja AcSJWdstratlont an. 6, 1915. 



!' , 

96 .. ' ~ 
fi J'o ·' tt l:\~ 

. G!' "<Ill 

. ' Q . ,r 'ja! • , to 'h .. k, .t!. ", ~~ "" 

97Y}l fl .. tt.o RetG ,0 • 

. :. t~ ·~'"9v1nCial f,d.~atr t i.en. ,,' ........... IL ." 

.: 2'55/12. l-1afud !!tti~ AWU1nl t 
-G1»bot 12& 1912G 

.. 98llfJlCC.r. )1&1. lIo. m/)I/l ('n, .1!-t ,Lr-r ·0 0 

· tQ "l'1.fat !¥,!.'aJi WP£ COmmitte" CfEo. &gum 5, 1916. 
. . . ag . . 

;. .... '; Birllk Yemane, . Te41a Docte. Dad Dlree DUlles1e, 

: . .. " l>lIstor r.list nohnb111tati ... So ' • t1 tudy. art I)' 

' $~'" ff ( aRC, Je • ..,bor, 198 ), ! " D. (Ilia.o • pb.d.) 

100 AAA , -.r. .0. 1 J3cl!1/V37/ 7. olaJ.t - or - ja dJo1ll1 

lion, to Provincial. Adll1n1atrati.<ll1e T1q1at 13. 1967, l' pat. d1 ' . . 
UOD Or 4602 quUtals tJt grain cont :J the C (a&aJ.o _ 11ah4.0) "'!: . 

in " s eve.ll 'Yal'adi8 act Sor1do t ow ". 

101Intormantl l 1qadu ~abQDo 

10~ ...:' 7. !:hil laS r. M1 :-ib "'1n:it. " p.12, aDd If 1969 _ 70 
• 

10.3" Ba 'Golal ta aa illS 9&1. ocb.:l4 
. ---D1~q !atadaragaw TinAt Yamajac~~a -

• 
19(3). Pp.1 - 3. (aimoograpbe4.) . 

aja Za ba" ( . c, 

~ . 

J 

• • 

104" Food Sh-ort&ce S'WrTey .• ;~~!"t 0.1:1 

.. ~tPt'llb.r. 1981), p.lt. (a1uographoa.) ". 
olai U. t.llraja " ( . C, 

1 06~AAA. no Ret. liG.. AbalZ j Ja PA (Ruabo) to 01&1 ta 
lt~dm1n18t:rat1.on. Bdl. 15. "97G. 

I 

o 



t~G~ to Provincial ~ 

110~~'l\tJ"'lt fl:'1> 1 , _ 
, P .l .. .rU\ ~ r.e> ... o ~ •. 

- @ € ~a,1~ tAt i;}afte 22, 197~. 

111 Cl11'1atiaaQ ,~. Gar 

S.p~ratlGll in Wolaita Ilfl'tlj • 

. Emer8~nc1 Doctors, 1981.), 

' . ... 

Vnn Goreum & Com¥. D. V •• 1975 • 
petql"tD. in ZthioRia ( rJpl)aala: o 

.' Stu4ias, 198~ 1. p. 21 , ud :=!1rl .; ~ • u;:.\1 

' !.°E;a: Soe1ety in rltlUn9. :l atlJciJ..,of 

.. ! Pe:d.od .. ot ~fII"ere str~1n ( tfpDGtli:u 

. 'Atl'ican St udiea . 1916). p. 28. 

to 

113.oeual66EI. p. 35. i ",;::.t.!.£lv6 lour 8001&1 01,885,, : t h e 

:' ~ 1.{U14$(1 , Ql'1atol'Cr~Cl t~ • loc l ' ('.'C t r y . t.he ~. 8All lr1 d 

7 ;the • landless '. The f i rst t~o nro Gtrnt, ot t G SR~i soc i 1 
',~ .• la!1.$t \While thtl 10u1't11 CalUlOt tic j ,.,i r ied Wlles. q .tld 1 til 

-hat I aee &3 tn8 . 1ndlg.~t. 

t 

114se• ~&s1c Doouasnta 0 ~ ~thloRlan •• olut ion ( d 1_ 
. • ~.bl'" ,['h. ProviaiOl1al Ottia. t or fkwd erl&l11saUOAal Attd Z"S , 1 , .lI;' > . 

, 18 "'29. 

,",~~~j;"1 ,1Slb~d •• pp. 30 _ 41. and :--olt aJI a,ea~e, • _t 10pj 0 

d o.tN;;i _ CapitallB! Oov 10 a nt, "_;".;.t _' d_ i_ G_ o_Q _____ _ 

b.~?'~~;.a.,~ 90 (n~ap.at: InBtlt t o ~or 1crld c OAOta1ca, 

-~t S\1encea. 1916), p. '5. 
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119 . 
l'tlfot- ~t4~ n 

F11""t ,:£!Crfl' tal)'Y. 
. (Q(;1wat ). 

120 
InCOl"tp.AJlt ""t 

and Tad.dasa Chel"nat" " e!ou h C .. - . - ~ 

12-' 
It S'lalua t10u "eport c 

UaSU1 Hi di r Wora4a tl ( nR3/ lNIC 
A end D (a) . 

- for - 00 roj ot (II, 

ere 19 5), . 7 d an xo 

122. - _ .... 
f.olai ta ,;'"raJ! M\ 

123neaaalegn. p. 45. 

124Ilttormant2 Be.l da Di.d 

12'Th1& 18 80 1A l'1qurt en B£I.lSI ~A e 4ocord1na- to 
information tro. several p. an .nto. 

146Intoro~'t: .1ahalllac1 • o. " 'liars olef, De 'J Cb .11' 
Of a ~r~ducera t Cooperative, T 
Sl(111sento . • the preaence ot a Y r 

12
7Se• also Dt $salegn, » • 61 and 71 _ 74. 

, 28 
. 61. Agricultural 

;. 1 ( Addis Ab&.blH 1<OA , Ju13. 1 97~) . . ~. hbl. 11. 

" .,'. 129"grop Produo~1on '",!l've:, 19W ZS (1968 . •• ) ( dd1 

,~~ ~CA . ' Alir11, 1916). pp. sa and '73, f.!· l ca 1.ncl ,8. b 

'. ' . 130 . . , 
" eS3elegn , p. 58, t . i r.".., 

." ,.~ t.he roform, while, at t he E.t. !.'! 

· · tho smaller of the lot '. 

II 
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, tW..d salling f 1l'"HCOtt o 

FAudvaneod ld.rtl ml-OX {iFO 

~d 1.:PIDtertilis<Stt ..... on c 

tull Si.lIH~ ot .his hold1As. 

Mz.:' 15 £ro~ u!l! of cotfG; "'"b4 ........ 

obv1oua-ly to contiaue b1aol~. GCUIJ.,t"",vl 
1'7 • tr d 

1 • 

• 

• 

t • 

• 

1 }6Lundstram. pp. z.ft - ItS : tar 1 (i r - ) . -1tb to 
fJhildr en , had been a s eU - ourrie one OG.r of ri t 1 t - -1971 - oened about 1 ha. ot 1411 • " bortn • • ( 2. or t b 

and " some ., ahoate. Production . t rill 1D 1911 due to r 

Shortage a nd subaequant taU ot Dtock F ia.a. torc.4 olde 

to sel l It of his bovines tor f ood &lld borrow a " l!Iac~ " 

- (at 100% intereat) 1D 1912. Tho 9?2 production. 8 sl 11 r l 
reduced , t hus torcing hill. b.oidoc (l dlJbt obU ation ot 2 a c 

of gra1ll . to s ill aore ot his llvo t ook 1D .ar11 1973 and by c 

b4 he,a exha us ted all hi_ stock (0003 ot which 41.cS) and now 

depended on balsa (natural. thou ").:ot ected, fr uit) I nd t hac 

his only hope had blcome r111~t GaO tanc •• 

13?Intoraaat. A p.aant- from '~ ~ Eadar. PA (ztrat-­

. J111e). a Ileu.r -of the PA'. 1 adoro 1p. 
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r!tis c~b;1p t~T tac u" sc 

· ..,,~t.i.o;'J to tbe i t:' nOll-C .re 1 TO 0 "'Co 7:.'. ,...... .. r ~ 

ul11JQ r.-t;un1.tlcs ofi'erf!d t.1 t .l ~ 0 ,lnel 

~w~.r.·Ot~l:H.1n t « 'l'he 'r . s 1' 0 '1 e. n ' e 1: 0 

i Darket dependency , t : bor-ow ~n~ d a 

· .... ,.,"·e· 'H~ fuaina food. , 'f tbaft an 1'0 b • 
~i~f,... 1 

. ~~8tio. di sp l a cement ' . Th pr o cot t l 
'., 

ct~ai ~eque n c ~ ~~ ~enp~nses . ~t rt n ~ 1t, 

occur when food stock nrc 0 " out to r' n out 

t hO S Cl Ch<l.fli1c t e Tistic of famine Rt it s oalc. . 

hu 

Al t hough the cultivat or g ~ner&11 1 u 11 

~ t3ple food ~. the peaaants In ~3nz 1 Qnd 

ibe year s . becooe partly dependGnt on th 
- - ., in Vo18ita , J closely folIa ged by t he Ar . 

been invo lve d in peddlin g . ~ evertbcl aa8. t 

source of f oo d remains nor m; 11y onl y su pt 

c~ent of crop failure and exnau3t1on of f oo d ' r 

however, t he cultivator depend8 neeessarl l, On 

,the medium of hi s livestoc l; nnd ot l et" ' . ta t . 

of livestock fo t" food is therefore the fi r t • 

~e8ponse to faw1ne. 
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d 
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pop­
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nd-

nt n o to 

1r et 1 

ha v ov r 

e 9 nte 

I v v n 
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I th 

rv e • 
t t r o 

0 x c 0 1' 

r c nnt 

l'eS9ants make individual decIsions, ner 111 o f t 

same pa ttern, and never vlthout sound r ~ tion al • on 1ch 

~l.li il3l loot. 
S Th ey ala 0 • to se ll first or t: 
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• ".~.,. ,tot'\<. ,:.C ,A;ob' ! 1 y 
ti t ....... - "1 , 
I""'~ ": h·:l t.~ r-11:(:; .: h at ~ 
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,.:. ~ o~ 

C! tb i r 11 
Q 

~n ~~~torG11st (b e 1 
""", I!.>. 11 

or t~~ Csl ab ~ at ) 

8 

.n f ct • off1 r 
6x.::L.'n!1,G ,..b~nr f tJ r food . 

tt~~ tca~3ny a ui 

of t.h~ r t~l~pO~t f"Q de?e ~ ds 

t10~ ~l tbe a.DC· n peao at 

deman~ foy the~ 8 Dd on t h 

1 
f ... ic c 

cond_ 
.. e xi t n 0 f c 1 

U) y of t 1 f o d • .. ,. 

In 'eb:lsry 1984. the b r d-nix io dO p e r t o v 

1 _ • 

t e d 

~eal b iemt pe8santa t hen probably own d he ·r 0 to 6 0 .' . 

b('H1.ds ot>~'beep, a . pair of oxen a.nd tva CO W l e <:1; 0 t 

,eaBants ~ad 15 to 40 heado of sheep nod n 0 ac n 

r~ l ntively fo er poasents owned none to 15 d 0 

c th~ li'~vJidda8& Charnat tbinks that in 10 P 11 % of the 

211 e~bet$ owned no stock. In 19 85 , an interview of 119 

prQjeet beueficia ries in ~~~~ - .idir reveale d t hat 71. % 0 

O~en (4S. 3% one each, 25.7 % a pair aach and O. 

whllG t be d istribution f e equanc y of other sto c 
h r c ), 

( " 111nlv 

l C! J> n) t1li$ 17.2! had Don e , 5B . 8% o'lncd 1 to 5 e 8,1 .S. 
15 G .to _lt) and . 4 .• 5% possessed t:\ore tb n 10. 1 t 0111' Q 

th ~,!=,,~' ot'e indicate tbat the sheen 1s tt cy a 1 n 

to famine in tnD~ and t at 3 ai , lfic nt r of 

a&a1) te ·tn the .!,'f.Jraj ;. ei ther ovo oone or t 0 f rI t 

at d~ffGrence. 16 
.. 

- - 17 b 7 6 in Wolaita 4ppear~d to e • 
1 and and in 19 6 7 .2% 

c vcr 1 Y 

and • 3 b •• 
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it'll' g~.!E.!.<ll_ of a a t ple food: 

ffieoa 
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ta 

Q ir t 

? aee aod Time Staple Foods Cons! e red 

~---~--.-~---------~ J(leo (March 1974) i1 
-Ar ro and Borani M3iz0 

I 10 ( a~cb-May 1978)22 
- l.Mt)ta 

Barley, 
. ". '-<1 1; t)n iaata 

... ' al" hlmAno 

, .. 
Barley, 

1981)23 

hent 

Sor htl 

Sweet Pota t o , 

Taft 
ft ,. 

'IJ Il 

. lItle. 

11 

II 

d • 

521 

5;, 2% 0 

'!h 
20 

r. 
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B nt 

on , t e 1 ct 

pan to 1.0 

\1 1c co r 

d c 1 1) r ulr 

n of 1 a1 ( ) 
qu1r or u 10 1 0 ----

ood 

Co 0 --

• 9 () . . .. . 

. 5-0 . 6 . 5- . 7 S .1 -7 . S 

. 7 - 1 . - 1. 9 . 3 - 3 . U 

. 6 -1 . . - 1. . 6- 7. 

. 1-0.5 . 2- . 1. 3 . 7 

• 1-0 . • t - . 7 - . 7 

. 2-0 . . 9 . ')-
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.., !fatH-byo ( Augus" 1 8 ) II c ,t ~ n 1 f) 3-0 . • 1 . 0-12 . t" 

lrnuJa;ya ( u g t 61: 1933) r1 
0 07-0. .i . 0 . 7 - 1. ". (Au Gust 19"4) .. ';,1&ba Bar oy ~D ~ • o. -0 . . .1 - 2 .5 . 

. he t 

.... tJEiu~ ( J,ugu8 t 19~3 ) 11 If 0 . 07-0 . 1 0 . 7 -1 • 

.... 26 .:hntom 
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