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ABSTRACT

This study is an attempt made to describe Oromo NOUNS and
ADJECTIVES, The purpose of the study is to see if NOUNS and ADJEE-
TIVES in Oromo can be treated as constituents of just one class
ingtead of the traditional two. To this end, the formal and dis-
tributional characteristics of NOUNS and ADJECTIVES have been ex-
amined in six chapters.

In chapter one; reviews of previous works, and purposes and
limitations of the study have been made. In the second and third
chapters, the inflectional and derivational affixes of Oromo NOUNS
and ADJECTIVES have been examined and compared. The inflectional
affizes for such grammatical categories as number, gender, and case
have been examined and explained. Regarding their derivations the
roots from which NOUNS and ADJECTIVES may be derived and the affixes
that derive them have been identified.

Chaptermfive deals with some processes of nominaiization and
adjectivizations. Here, attempts have been made to describe the pro-
cesgses of compounding and relativization,

In chapter five, the syntactic positions and functions of NOUNS

and ADJECTIVES along with those of pronouns, demonstratives, and
numerals have been considered,

Chapter siﬁ summarizes the discussion and suggests as a possible
conclusion that NOUNS and ADJECTIVES may be considered as constituents
of the class of substantives on the basis of their morphological

similarity.
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CHAPTER 1

1.0, INTRCDUCTION

lol, The Problem: Oromo NOUNS and ADJECTIVES1 have been treated

as two separate word classes by almost all those who have dealt with the
grammar of the language. Such a classification seems to be based on
meaning == a subject about which people entertain varying opinions. A
re-exzamination of these seemingly "two independent classes! may, there-
fore, be essential perhaps from a different point of view,

ls2. Statement of the Problem: It is the purpose of this study

to describe Oromo NOUNS and ADJECTIVES from the point of view of their
formal and distributional characteristics. In this regard, attempts
will be made to examine

(a) inflectional forms

(b) derivational forms

(c) syntactic positions and functions of both NOUNS and ADJEC-
TIVES and that of pronouns, demonstratives, and numerals since these
may have basic similarities as well. The description is based on data

YL Pnis TksuS

WA L A v
collected with the help of a native informant. QUS:”“piucv*f“ifhjékivfﬁqu bff
3 2 - e\ W ONe TN SO i

AR e SR TR bRy O
W@mog"érﬁ)ably com-’

A
n? They inhabit a :j

le3e Importance of the Study: '"The

prise the largest single tribal grouping in Africg.
large area that stretches from southe;£ Tigrai in the north to northern &
Kenya in the soufh.i Their number,Célthggghmggingaeti& known, seems -
to be over ten million.

Their language, with a variety of dialects, is one of the major
languages'in the country, for it has the largest number of native
spea!—:ers5 covering quite an extensive area of land. Despite such facts,

however, very little has been done towards its development, and it has,

as such, remained a vernacular for many years,
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Encouraging at least in principle, the N.D.R.P. {National Demo-
cratic Revolution Programme) states that,

sse the history, culture, language
and religion of each nationality will
have edual recognition in accordance
with the spirit of socialism,

This can serve as a call for researchers to make extensive
studies regarding languages like Oromo, which hitherto have been given
little or no attention., It is, therefore, with the aim of making a
modest contribution that this study has been undertaken,

It is Hoped that the study will make the following contributidns:

(a) Since effective language teaching and/or learning demands
a systematic description of the language to be taughtg;the aftemp£ made
in this study to describe Oromo NOUNS and ADJECTIVES may facilitate the

teaching and/or learning of Oromo.

(L\ M s Pl 33 s gy Rl o el el ey 8 o
(") LilT L LnluapIiiys oOL Lile SLruuy Hiay

am —_ -
nuuce o

s

malire further studies on the same topic or different areas of the lang-
uage.o

(¢) The classification of words into such parts of speech as
NOUNS and ADJECTIVES,-for example, seems to have been based on the
model of traditional graﬁmar. This study is an attempt to re-examine
some of the aspects of NOUNS and ADJECTIVES purely from a descriptive

point of view with the aim of re-classifying them on the basis of their

morphological and syntactic characteristics,

lo4o Limitations: This study is limited in two ways: first, it

is limited in scope: it deals with the formal description of NOUNS and

ADJECTIVES, and the syntactic behaviour of these and other categories
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like pronouns, numerals, and demonstratives, Second, the description
is based on the Med¥h variety of Oromo which is spoken in the gsouth
Western parts of the country. It does not, therefore, claim to rep-
resent the whole language,

l¢5. Review of the Literature: Much of the literature in Oromo

is in Italian or German., There is very }ittle written in English, and
the material available in Oromo itself is quite insignificant to the
present study.

The eérliest works deal with the language in general from the
point of view of its lexicon and grammar with the purpose of intensify-
ing missionary activity and Italian Colonial rule in areas wvhere it is
predominantly spoken,

YOI
Among such works are Karl Tutschek's (1844) Lexicon der—Gemsts

Sprache, and Onesimus Nesib's (1882) Oromo- ~Swedish chtlonary. Both

works seem to cover much of the lexicaon w1thout however, due recog-

nition of dialectal differences. Another dictionary published much

: orime
later was E. C, Foot'g (1913)¢§Iifa—E;g}1sh and qu}lahfggg@a Dictionary,

compiled during his travel in the country, -

Syd

=
,fﬁ“"
ol
Then appeared Hodson and Walker's (1922) * Grammar, the prac-

tical purpose of which seems to have been to guide one in learning the
languagec. This is one of the first attempts made to analyse the gram-
mar of the language,

During the Italian occupation, scholars like Martino Moreno took
extensive interest iﬁ linguistic fiela work and published the Grammatica

della Lingua Oromo (1935)., This is the most comprehensive work pro-

duced, with independent treatments of the phonology, morphology, and

syntax of the language. Following Moreno, Da Thiene (1939) compiled the

N



pest dictionary available on the languagee
$till another work worth mentioning is Martin Nordfeldt's (1949)

i"f'uo
A ﬁgggngrammar, pased on the data of the Oromo of Wellega which Onesimus

had suppliede Like Moreno, Nordfeldt has tried to describe the phonology
of the language pbut in a somewhat superficial manneres

Since world war 1I,scholars like B. We Andreze jewski (1960) and
Yohannes Launhardt (1973) have carried out considerable research on the
languagee Andreze jewski's work on the dialect of Borana will serve as &
valuable source for future research on & comparative study of the various

dialects of the languages Launhardt's EE}de to Oromo, pased again on

the dialect of Wellega, is & systematic attempt to present the language

to anyone wishing to learn ite .
ol
e

Lgst but not 1east are the works of Gene Graggd (1976) "oromo of
Wellega'", Mulugeta Eteffa and M. L. Bender's (1976) "Gﬁffﬁhein which
they present a brief description of the language starting with its pho-
nology and going through its syntaxe -

f

Gragg's forthcoming Oromo-English-Oromo Dictionary promises to

be an important contribution.

Apart from such major works, there are still others 1ike, for
example, Desalegn Seyoum's (1978) description of the gender affixes of
indefinite ADJECTIVES, and Eshetu Kebede's (1903 £,C.) phonemic des-
criptién of the language (both are in Amharic, énd typed) .

In all the works cited, however, NOUNS and ADJECTIVES have been
treated as independent classes despite their formal similarities. In
the early.ﬁorks, the efforts made by such people as Tutschek or Foot
were directed at collecting a host of vocabulary items that would pro-

vide the ground work for translating and dessiminating biblical litera-
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turee 1LThus, their works could be gsaid to have been more pedagogical
than 1inguistice -

&

In later periods, however real jinguistic analysis of the
ianguage began with such works as those mentioned by Moreno and Gragg
on which the present study depends for much of the jnformation it
needed., However, it is evident that even in these works, the tradit-
ional classification of NOUNS and ADJECTIVES has been maintainede.

In addition, some jnflectional affixes seem 1O have been under
analysed in the morphological analysis of NOUNS and ADJECTIVES. Such
ingtances are not infrequent in most of the worksoe Definiteness, for
example, according to Moreno or Gragg, is @& feature marked DY /-iEEa/7
in the masculine and J-tetiif in the feminine. However, only /-&ta/
aid f=ttii/ have heen found to be the real markers for the two genders
/~i/ heing an epenthetic vowel. Furthermore, Moreno believes that
/-etda/ and /—-etti/8 are the gender morphemes indicating masculine and
feminine respectivelyo But it has been discovered in this study that
the masculine is indicated by the suffixes /—E&a~¢—ssa“~-aa/ and the
feminine by /—tuuﬂr-ttiiﬁ-—oo/.

In this study, I attempt to answer the question: to what extent

\_ﬂ__,\ﬁ%ﬁ\ﬁqmﬁ
do HOUNS and ADJECTIVES share %gi;gggignal, dqﬁjvaﬁiqnal, and sygtquig

patterns? Can they meaningfully be combined into & single class of

—

sgpstantives?
Subsidiary issues are correcting some under analysis of morpheines
and examining other classes such as demonstratives, numerals, and pro-

nouns alongside substantivess

(J Amd AT

P
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f\uninflecte

gents some examples ©



WA

Form gloss
harr aa "new'
guutuu tfulll
gowwaa 'fool'
deedi fraw'
hap'p'ii 'thin!

i H
' |

Table 1 Morphologically uninflected ADJECTIVES

The forms in Table 1 have traditionally been jabelled ADJECTIVES,
probably on notional grounds as forms denoting gualities.
These forms, unlike others which are morphologically complex,

do not take jnflectional affixes for any of the grammatical categories

men%ioned earlier. They are, therefore, free as opposed to others

which are bound.

2.1.2, Inflected ADJECTIVES: The ADJECTIVES in this class may

be inflected for number, gender, case, and definiteness.

2.1,2010 Number: Most ADJECTIVES in Oromo form their plural

stems by adding the‘ggﬁggﬁr.—otéklj as shown in the following table:
= )
Sg. mas. stem | Plural mas./fem. stem Gloss )
I ;
/gurra-é&a/ /gurra—&&-ota/ tplack'
ﬂgeer-aa/ /Qeer-ota/ < ' ttall'
/YarJar-aa/ /Jarjar-ota/ 1 thasty!
/diim-aa/ /diim-ota/ { tred!
/ham-aa/ /ham-ota/ i 'bad’
/sore-ssa/ /sore-ss~ota/ E trich!
/?okkol—aa/ . /?okkol—ota/ | t'lame' | e

Table_%ug}ural stems of ADJECTIVES
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As cam be observed from Table 2, the pluraleorphemeifotq} is
found immediately after the gender suffixes /-EEaru-ssafw—aa/lé of
each singular steme.
Oromo stems generally have two al%ernﬂnts: stems with final con-

sonants and/or vowels, depending on whether the following affix begins

with a vowel or a consonant. Thus,'we have alternants like the fol-

lowing?
/Fokkol-*r?kkolaa/ : tlame'
/geerwﬁvgeeraa/- ; ttall!
/farfar-ﬁuﬁarféraa/ ‘hasty'
/diim-~~diimaa/ .-. .‘red'

The alternation is phonologicallj conditioned. Cemsapant final
stems oecur with affixes such as i-ota} which begin with a vowel as in

the following examples:

/2kkol-—~>7kkol-ota * ?okkolaa—ota/ rlame'
/qeer——mwpqeer—ota * @eeraaﬂota/ ttallt
/Iarfar—~umy§qr§ar—ota *+ YarYaraa-ota/ thasty"'
/diim-—;~vdiim-ota * dimaa-ota/ tred?

In addition, there is a class of ADJECTIVES which formg its plural
stem by partially reduplicating the initial syllable of the root. Such

a class of ADJECTiVES is presented below.

Sge.mas. stem plural stem ! gloss
/bak 'ak 'aa/ /ba-bbak 'ak "aa/ ‘ 'ragged’
l /k'op'p'a?aa/ /k!o-k*k'op’a?aa/i tready"’
X/baredaa/ /ba-bbaredaa/ ! 1peautiful!
. i
/salp'aa/ { /sa-ssalp'aa/ l ¥1ight, not
i i heavy

Table 3 Partially Reduplicating ADJECTIVES
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The above ADJECTIVES do not take the plural suffix{-—ota} and

forng like!
*/bak‘ak'—ota/

*/k'op'p'ad -ota/

are unacceptable.
also other ADJECTIVES which form their plurals

However, there are

in either of the following wayss

(a) by suffixing.{-ota}

(b) by reduplicating the in he root and gemi-

jtial syllable of ©

e initial consonant of the root, or

nating th
{c) by both processes (a) and (b) as in the following examples:
i Sge mMaSe stem plural stems gloss [
['/gurraﬁﬁa/ /gu—ggurraéﬁa««gu-ggurra!é-ota/ tblack'
/aiimaa/ /di-ddiimaa»”di—ddiim-ota/ ‘red!
/Qeeraa/ /Qe—Q§eeraarpQeHQQeer—ota/ ttall’
/gababaa/ /ga—ggababaa*«ga—ggabab-ota/ tghort’
/3avaa/ f’a—ffabaa~t3a-5§ab-ota/ ' tgtrong'
|
and Affixing ADJECTIVES

Table 4 Both Reduplicating

t+ ADJECTIVES form their plural by Sffixing ljotaj to a stemy -

//-”" Mos
-
or by partially reduplicating their initial syllable and geminating
the first consonant of the copied syllable. Those ADJECTIVES in Table
therefore, Dbe

s of pluralization, They may,

L undergo both processe
r both of the processSeésa

juenced by either ©

s to add {-ota} to a stem,

plural in which

How-

treated as cases inf
forms

ever, since the common tendency seem

ot appear strongly

with reduplicated syllables may n

cace the addition of z-ota} makes it more apparente.
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In gsummary, we can say that Oromo ADJECTIVES fall into four
clacses according to whether or not they are inflected and according
to the way they form their plural stemse

(a) uninflected

(b) inflected by suffixing {wota} only,

(¢) dinflected by reduplicating the initial syllables of

their stems and geminating the initial consonant of
the root.

(d) by both processes of (b) and (c)

5.102+2. Gender: In Oromo, ADJECTIVES may be inflected for

gender, masculine or feminine.

15
(a) Masculine: The masculine suffixes are /-tba~-sa~w-aa/

ag can be seen in the following tables

Roots mas. stem i gloss
/gurra-/ /gurra-&¥a/ tblack'
/da;a-/ /dala—éEa/ . tgrey’
/ham-/ /ham-aa/ 'bad/evil'
/furd-/ - /furd-aa/ tfat! .2 5
/gudd-/ /gudd-aa/ 'hig! ;
/sore-/ /sore-ssa/ 'rich'
/Jab-/ /jab-aa/ istrong'
oatre/ | sva¥r-as/ | tproua
/bak'ak '~/ /bak'ak'-aa/ | tragged'
/ba¢ e-/ /ba? e-ssa/ tnice!
/ofYai-/ E /ofjaj-aa/ E tproud’

Table 5 Mas 011.1_"&}19__?._*&‘?2,%._9‘?.-‘_‘.Q:IEE'E.IYE.
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We can observe from the above table that the masculine affixes
/—éﬁa*«—ssa‘v-aa/ occur in the position immediately after the rootsSe
The alternation of the guffixes is phonologically accountables
The masculine morpheme E -EEa} has the f£ollowing allomorphss
/—ssa/ occurs with roots that end jn high oY mid vowelse
/-aa/ ocCurs with roots that end in consonantse
/-EEa/ occurs elsewheree

(b) Feminine: Table 0, below, presents the feminine stems

of ADJECTIVES.

Feminine Stems

/gurra-/ /gurra—ttii/ 1plack!

| Jaala=/ \ /dalaﬂttii/ 'V{grey‘
N

\ /ham-/ /ham—tuu/ thad'
/furd-/ /fugg:oo/ tfat'
/guad-/ /gqu-oo/ 1hig' \
/sore-/ /sore—ttii/ trich' \
/bat=/ /baELc'uu/ tproud’ |
/bak'ak‘—/ /bak'ak-ttuu/ iragged’
/oa? e=/ /va? e-ttii/ thice'

\ JofjaY-/ /ofjaj—iuu/ 1proud'’

; /yab-/ ; /Hab—duu/ tgtrong’

l i

Table © Feminine stems of ADJECTIVES

We can see from Table 6 that the feminine guffixes /-ttii*—
16 A s i ;
-tuv-—oo/ occur 1n the position following the roote
The alternation of the guffixes ig also phonologically account-

able. The morphemeg.—ttuuj has the following allomorphs:
'
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(a) /—ttii/ occurs with vowel-final roots

1 . .
(v) /-00/ 7 occurs with roots that end in consonant

clusters

(c) /-tuu/ occurs elsewhere

Assimilationt Morpheme initial /-t-/ is agsimilated in point

or manner of articulation, or both when it occurs after root final

/ety I g/ as indicated below.
Jbaktak! =" bak‘ak*—tuu-w}bak‘ak‘—t'uu/

/offaﬁwmw*ﬂ-’* ofgaf-tuu-«ww?offaﬁ-juu/

. padt=trun/

/baé‘—**‘*"‘?* patt-tuu =

0.,1.203s Caset Oromo ADJECTIVES are jnflected for case,
etcCo

nominative, dative, ablative (instrumental),

(A) Nominativei Table 7 below presents the nominative stems

of both masculine and feminine ADJECTIVES.

s o

‘ 18

| Mar. ac8s Masg s noma

/gurra&é—i/_ /gurrattii/ gurrattii-n/

/gurraé&a/\

/@eeraa/ i/deeraa-n/ /deertuu/ /deertuu—n/ 1tall

/guddaa/ \ /guddaa—n/ /guddoo/ /guddoo—n/ i thig'

/diimaa/ /diimaa—n/ /diimtuu/ /diimtuu-n/ i tred"
/sorettii/ /sorettii—n/ trich'j

/aalaééa/ /dalaét-i/ /dalattii/ '/daiattiiQn/ 1grey'

/nanaa/ /hammaa—n/ /hamtuu/ /hamtuu—n/ i 1pad'

/soressa/ \ /soress—i/
\
|

Table 7 Nomin&ﬁive Forms of ADJECTIVQ§

JUSE

As shown in Table 74 the nominative morpheme 18 g-n} in both
t

magculine and feminine stémslga The alternation between /-n/ and

/-i/ is phonologically predictable.
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The morpheme %—nj,has the following allomorphs:?
(2) /-i/ occurs with stems that end in short vowels in their

underlying representations. After /=-i/ has been affixed to such stems,

the ahort vowel i subsequently deleteds
/
/-n/ occurs elsewhere

}B) pative:? Table 8 belovy presents the dative forms of both

magculine and feminine stems e

{
\ Roots ‘ Mas. dative Fem, dative
‘ i
- /aiim-/ 1/dllm-aa-f % /diim-tuu-f \ 1red’
1 k
/furd-/ [ /furd- ~aa-f/ \ /furd=-o00~ -f/ ‘ 1fat'
i
/gabab- /\ /gabab- ~aa-f/ /gabab- -duu-£/ \ tshort'
/sore-/ | /sore‘ssa—af/ /sore~ ~ttii-f/ | irich
1
/bared«/ /bared—aa—f/ | /bared-duu~ £/ % ipeautiful’

/Fyye—/ ‘ /?yye-ssa-af/ /?yye-ttll =€ \ tpoor'

/gurra-/‘ /gurra—%éa-af/

/gurra-ttll-f/\ ‘black'
]

e

Table BE_Datlve forms ¢ of ADJECTIVES

hg can be seen from Table g, above, the dative suffixes /-af/
and /-%/ 20 ,re placed immediately after the gender affixesoe Their
dis ripution ig also phonologically predictable°

The morpheme 7 S—af( has the following allomorphs:

(a) /-f/ occurs with stems that end in long vowelse

(pb) /-af/ occurs elsewheree

PR

(C) Ablat{ve (instrumental): ‘The folloﬁing table shows the

e

&
ablative stems of both masculine and feminine ADJECTIVES.
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o
|

Roots l Mas.e ablative Fema ablative

/gurra—/ /gurra—ééa—an/ \ /gurra—ttii-Qan/

/aiim=/ \ /diim-aa—dan/ /diim-tuu-dan/
| k >

/furd-/ | /furd-aa-@an/ /furd—oo—@an/
/Qeer—/ /geer-aa-Qan/ /Qeer-tuu—Qan/
/gabab—/ /gabab-aa—éan/ /gabab—duu—@an/
/k'all—/ /k'all-aa-@an/ /k'all—oo—gan/
/dala-~/ /dala-Eéa—an/ . /dalaﬂttii-qan/

L

e p————

Table 9 Ablative forms of ADJECTIVES
,_._‘-ﬂd——-—_--——.--‘—"‘_’,—.‘—‘-“-/——#. -

e r————

As can be observed from the above table the guffixes /-@an/
and /—an/zlciﬁdicate the ablative stems of both masculine and femi-
nine ADJECTIVESa Their alternation is phonologically accountable.

The ablative morpheme i—Qan;ghas the following allomorphs s

(a) /-an/ occurs with stems that end in short vowele

(b) /-dan/ occurs elsewheree.

Dolo2eke ‘Definéigﬂggg; Apart from such features ag gender,

———

number and case, Qromo ADJECTIVES may also bhe inflected ﬂn-definitenﬂﬂa.

Sg. Hasoe stem | Sge MuBe def. gloss

/gurraéﬁaﬂ«gurraéé-/ /gurraéé-ié&a/\ tthe black one'

]

/Qeeraaﬂ—@eer-/ /Qeer-iééa/ vthe tall one'
‘/diimaah—diim-/ /diim—ié&a/ tthe red one'
/furdaaﬂ-furd-/ /furd—i%&a/ vthe fat one'
/soressawwsoress-/ /soress-i&éa/ \the rich one'
/gababaahxgabab—/ /gabab-ibéa/ tthe short one'
/dalaééaxxdalaét—/ ' /dala&&—iééa/ tthe grey one'
/hamaamwham-/ /ham~iééa/ ‘the bad one'

1

Table 10 pefinite stems of masculine ADJECTIVES
Y _,__m_ﬁw,ﬂﬂ,‘,__p,m_*”,d_am,__ﬂ,ﬂ,‘____ﬂ__,_

+ e e —



less S

‘ ' sg. femo stem

\

-/ 15 /-

As can be seen from Table 10, above, the

L close 100k at the following table also

jimilar gituation regarding the feminineé.

/gurrattii/

/gurrattii#ttii/
/Qeertuufwgeertw/ /Qeert-ittii/
/diimtuu»adiimt—/ /diimt—ittii/
/furdoowsfurd-/ /furd-ittii/
/sorettii/ /sorettii~ttii/

/gababaa«-gababd-/ /gababd—lttii/

/dalattii/ /dalattli-ttii/

e

From the above table, we can deduce that

feminine is gsignalled bY Jotid) and /—ittii/.

is phonologically accountable:

" ¢ .7 2
The definite morpheme% *tE}ij 3 pas the

e

table 11 Definite stems of ADJECTIVES (Fem)

definite guffix is

'é —iccaizz and it accurs in the position following the masculin
In forms where there is alternation pbetween open and cl
gyllabic stems,i‘ i ’aj 1gefinite' 18 attached to the closed
labic alternant as ing
/deer-“fQeeraaﬂpdeér-iééa,d$- Qeeraa—iééa/ 1the tall
/furd—’*furdaaﬂ—furd jdéa—7* furdaa-i&ba/ 1the fat o

reveals a more

~

1the black ©

e affixe
osed

syl-

one'!
ne'

or

1

ne'

tthe tall one'! k

ithe red one'

1the fat one'

tthe rich one'

e et

tthe short one'

tthe grey one'

definiteness in the

Their distribution

following allomorphs:

/—ittii/ occurs with stems ending in consonantse

/-ttii/ occurs elsewheré;

—

Bolie NOUNS * pParallel with ADJECTIVES, NOUNS may be divided

into those which may be inflected and those which are uninflected for
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etcCo

definiteness, -

nurber, gender, Cas€:

2010 Uninflected NOUNS : gome NOUNS are uninflected for the
grammatical categories of ru.l‘nﬂ‘:uer.i gender , cage, definiteness, ee°° etcey
and therefore, they belong to 2 ;1359 of uninflected forms. Ine fol~-
1owing-table provides examples-of guch NOUNZ

‘—-——ﬂ-—_duﬂ__ﬂ‘___,ﬂm.
Torms Gloss i
,_-___,m,.______ﬁm____l
midaan 'grain"
1 'oraan 1yood'
pidaan wwater!
yannan ‘milk!
Table 12 ﬁorphologically uninflectequSENS
Such forms as the above are phonologically distinct since
they end in closed syllables as opposed to most NOUNS and ADJECTIVES
which end in open syllablese
The main reason why such NOUNS are never inflected is that,
semantically,they belong to & sub=set of NOUNS which are uncountable
to those which are countablee
JECTIVES

as opposed
flected AD

Inflected NOUNS: parallel with in

Rolele
gender, Ca8€; Qefinite—

most Oromo NOUNS may be inflected for numbel

ness see etce
901e2ele Number: Table 13, belows, presents some examples of

NOUHS which may be inflected for the plural numbero.



Singular stems plural stems E gloss
/muka=a muk-/ /muk-ota/ 'trees'
/simbirro~-simbirr-/ /simbirr-ota/ 'birds '
/mana~~ man-/ /man-ota/ 'houses '
/nama s-nam-,/ /nam=-ota/ 'men'
/holaams-hol=/ /hol~-ota/ 'sheep'
/farda~. fard-/ /fard-ota/ - thorses!
/laga~.lag-/ /lag-ota/ i 'rivers!
|

Table 13 Plural stems of NCUNS

ota

ar

As shown in the above table, the plural suffix is

¢ L

§ =abal}

L

and it is affixed to the alternant that ends in closed syllable,
Unlike ADJECTIVES, Oromo NOUNS cannot be pluralized by a

process of partially reduplicating the initial syllable of the root,.

This may be considered one significant morphological difference

between Oromo NOUNS and ADJECTIVES.25

2+1.2.,2 Gender: In NOUNS, gender, in particular the mascu-

line, is indicated by independent morphemes such as% korma} 'male!
k.- -

which occurs preceding the NOUN. The masculine gender is not,; there-

fore, a feature of inflection in the sgtrict sense of the terms Never-
o xS R T ik T s

theless, a few examples are presented below for purposes of comparison
with inflected forms of ADJECTIVES,

(A) Masculiner Apart from such kinship terms as /pabba/

'father' and /hada/ 'mother' which are semantically male and female

respectively, most Oromo NOUNS are inherently masculine.
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Moreover, the masculine gender of NOUNS referring to 1iving
things may be indicated by an independent morpheme such asi.korma;

tmale! preceding the NOUN, as in the examples belowe

o

— =~

/korma 1en%'a/ v1ion'
/korma farda/ thorse'
/korma saree/ tdog'

() Feminine: In most NOUNS the feminine gender js indicated

by the morpheme £Qaltu?"fema1e' which occurs following the NOUN, as

g

in the examples below:

/lent'a qaltu/ t1ioness’
/saree daltu/ tbitch'’
/farda Qaltu/ ‘mare’

However, as in ADJECTIVES, the affix /—ttii/ and /-ittii/ may
pe used to jndicate the feminine gender O the meaning ngiminutive"

as evemplified by the following table:?

masculine stem E Femy/diminutive ! gloss

[_/lenc'aralenc'—/ /lené'—ittii/ t1ioness’
/fardanvlard -/ ‘ /fard—itti?/ tpmare'’
/saree/ /saree-ttii/ thitch'
/manaaumanw/ /man—itfii/ thous o’

\ /mukan—muk—/ /muk-ittii/ 1tree'’

Table ;%MQFemlnlne or Dlmlnutlve forms_ of NOUNS

e

L. L. 426
It can be seen from the above table that /-tt11/ and /—1tt1;/

alternate to show the feminine gender oOr the meaning ‘diminutive*

2

Their distribution is phonologically accountable-
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From what has peen noted S0 far, in NOUNS the feminine gender

is jnaicated bY either the morpheme fgaltu? tfemale’ placed after the

NOUN, or the suffix §-ttidf affixed to the NOUN. put)-ttiis. is not

P 3

exclusively & feminine suffix for NOUNS, since it can also be used
with such forms as /nama/ iman' which naturally is masculinee Its

meaning in such cases is that of diminutivenesse

0.2e2030 case: Oromo NOUNS, like ADJECTIVES, may be inflected

P e e s

for case, nominative, dative, ablative ooce etce
(A) Nominative: The suffix ;*ni} ‘nominative' and its alter-
il S ot ==y !

nantso /—nﬁu—i‘%-ni/ are affixed to NOUNS as in the examples in Table

15 helow.

(—— acc. stem 1 nominative stez

_;nama-fnam—/ /nam—ni/ tman’
/muéaaﬂnmuﬁ--/ \ /mu&'aa—n/ tchild'
/fardawwfard-/ | /fard=i/ thorse' |
/holaa»uhol-/ /holaa-n/ tsheep'
/manarmman-/ ~ /man-ni/ ‘house'\
/harree~uharr-/ \ /harree-n/ rtass' |

L

tenaasem—

_T_%b}_g_.,.li,.Ngfp_in.aic_ite_._i.ern!_s,gf_ NOUNS

The alternants of the morpheme% *Q}E 'nominative‘ are phonolo-
gically conditioned and they are distributed a8 follows:

/-n/ occurs with stems ending in yvowels

/-1/ occurs with stems ending in consonant clusters

/-ni/ ocecurs elsewhere.

(B) Dative: As in ADJECTIVES, the dative in NOUNS is jndicated



f(“ )
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by the morphemef'—afﬁ and its alternant f=£/
L -J e

Table 16 below presents exaiiples of NOUNS with the dative suf-

fiite

acc. ster a Dative \ gloss
/durba/ /durba—af/ \ 1o girl'

1 /nana/ /nama—af/ \ 1¢{o nan' =
/gofta/ ; /gofta—af/ ! tto lord' \j
/farda/ /farda—af/ \ t{o horse' =

?/sanga/ /sanga—af/ tto bull! ‘5

/oudaa/ l /uudaa-£/ tto child' Ty

l /holaa/ % /holaa—f/ 1to sheep' -
| | z A“J

Table 16 Dative ggfns ofﬂNOUNg

e A e s i sl S

As shown above the distribution of the dative guffixes /—af/
: : . 28
and /-%f/ is phonologlcally predictable.

(c) Ablative (Instrumental): .As in ADJECTIVES, NOUNS are

infiected for the ablative casee. Table 17 below provides some ex-

amples of ablative steiSe

\ Acce, stem Ablative Forms gloss 1

rﬁ ‘ —i

! /ullee/ /ullee-Qan/ 1with stick!
/zalbee/ /ﬁalbee;Qan/ tywith knife'
/da@ii/ /daqii-Qan/ 'with wine'
/harka/ /harka-an/ tby hand'
/buddena/ /budena-an/ twith injera'
/gyggut'ii/ /Epggu{ii—Qan« twith pistol'
/ouna/ /buna-an/ ‘ tyith coffee'r
/sibilla/ ‘ /sibﬁla-an/ i twith steel! !
/muka/ \ /muka—an/ \ twith wood' i

Table 1, Ablative forms of NOUNS

e e P
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As is shown in the above table, the morpheme g-an} with its
alternant /—Qan/ indicates the ablative caseo Their distribution

ig also phonologically accountableo

DeDelinke Definiteness: Oromo NOUNS are inflected for the

feature definitenesse. The morpheme meaning tgefinite’', i-iEEaj

occurs with both ADJECTIVES and NOUNS as in the examples in Table 18

Indef. Mase \ Def. Mase gloss ‘
. e ‘
/nama’vnam-/ /nam-iEéa/ tthe man'
/fardarufardn/ i /fard—iEEa/ tthe horse'’ }
|
(\
/manaf\man—/ /man-iééa/ tthe house' O
23 g i,
/1ené'aa'xlenE’J llenc‘—iéca/ \ tthe lion' 3}
¢
Y
~

Table 18 Definite stems of NOUNS

The definite morpheme 18 &;iﬁé%, and it comes immediately
following the closed syllable alternant.
S
Moreover, the suffixes /-ittii/ and /-ttii/ may alternate to

show the definite or dimig&tive stems of NOUNS. The table below

presents some examplesSo o v

rﬁrlﬁdefinite \ Definite/diminutive | gloss

I— i
/mukafhmuk—/ ‘ /mﬂk—ittii/ \ ithe tree (small)'

‘ i

/fardaﬂ—fard-/ /fard—ittii/ \ 1the mare (small)'
/manaﬁhman-/ /man-ittii/ i tthe house (small)®
/lentlaa ~len¥'-/ /1en3'—;ttii/ 1the lion or lioness (small)’
harreeA-harr-/ : /harree-ttii/ . tthe ass (small)'

et 2

Table 19 Definite oOr Diminutive forms of NOUNS

The alternation of the definite or diminutive suffixes /-ittii/

and /—ttii/ is phonnlogically predictabie.BO
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CHAPTER 3

3,00 DER IVAT ION

We have seen in the preceding chapter that ADJECTIVES and NOUNS
may be jnflected for gender, number , Case, and definitenessSe In this
part of the study, We will examine how NOUNS and ADJECTIVES are derived
from other classes of words.e

3.1. Derixéﬁiggﬂgﬁﬂﬁgﬂggzzzg§: A\DJECTIVES may be derived frem

roots as indicated in Table 20 below:

=y
|

1
v

i B ‘___,_—4____-_“__-__.. _,___—,_,__.——-l
) Ind. Mase. S5ge \ Ind. Femo. S50 | Gloss \
1 ‘ _ 1 1
/k'op'p'a?—/ % /k‘op‘p‘ai-aa/ \ /ko'p'p'of-tuu/ "ready'
I . ! T
/k'ulk‘ulla)—/\ /k'ulk'ulla?-aa/ \ /k'ulk'ullof-tuu/ tpure’
1 ,
/t'ura?—/ _/ttura ~aa/ /t‘urof—tuu/ l‘dirty'

' ' .. : : l
/k'abbana?—/ /k'abbana?éaa/ , /khbbanof-tuu/ -i‘cold‘
/mi@ag-/ /miQag»aa/ \ /midag—duu/ \‘pretty'
/gekam-/ /Qekam-aa/ /Qekam-tuu/ \‘angry'
/Jam=/ ‘ /Eam-aa/ \ /fam-tuu/ | 'blind’

' y
/k'ajel-/ : 5 /k'agel-aa/ \ /k'agel—tuu/ 1gtraight’
! |
/?okkolﬂ/ i /?okkol-aa/ ; Avokkol-tuu/ \'1ame'

nq_?emigipe forms of Derived ADJECTIVES

Table 20 Masculine @

— L

As is evident from the above table, the affix /-aa/ is suffixed
to the roots to derive ADJECT IVES. The feminine derived forms are
indicated by the suffixj:—tuu { o

0 ;

As in other ADJECTIVES, the nominative case is indicated by

the suffix i-n {as in the £01lowing examples:
: -



= Dl e

%

Masculine feminine gloss
acCs k'op'p'a? aa R‘op‘p'ofntuu tready’
nome klop'p'a? aa-n 1 Vop Ypof-tuu-h tready’

The following morpheme alternations are also observableu
/k‘op'p'a? - k'op'p‘of—/
/k'ull{'ulla? — k'ulk'ullof-/
/ttura? —~ tturof-/
/ictabbana? == k‘abbanof—/32
The feminine morpheme {—tuuj}is affixed to the alternants that
end in /f/.
Furthermore, unlike most ADJECTIVES, derived ADJECTIVES form

their plural stems bY reduplicating their first syllable and geminat-

ing the first consonant of the root as in the examples in Table 21.

singular (Mas.) Plural (Fem,/Mas,)

/h‘op‘p‘a? aa/ /k'o-k‘k'op'p'a? aa/ ‘those who are ready'

/mi@agaa/ : /mi—mmiQagaa/ tthose who are pretty’

/ttura? aa/ /t‘u—t't'ura? aa/ | ‘those who are dirty'

/iztabbana P aa/ /k'a—k‘k'abbana?iaa/ tthose who are cold'

/éekkamaa/ /Qe—QQekkamaa/ 1those who are angry'
} /Yamaa/ /fé—jfémaa/ 1those who are plind! |
R f ?okkolaa/ ‘ /7o~ ?okkolaa/ tthose wh; are lame'

S

f Derived ADJECTIVES

Table 21 Plural Stems ©

The first consonant, except the glottal stop Z}:?, of each root

is geminated in the process of reduplication.
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Jolo perivation of NOUNS: Like ADJECTIVES 4 NOUNS may also be

derived from roots by affixing /-aa/. Table 22 presents examples of

such HOUNS.

i Roots NOUNS Sgo\
E /kenn-/33 /kenn—aa/‘
i\ Jou? =/ /ou 7 —aa/
‘ /du? =/ /du? -aa/
{ /tayy-/ /fayy-aa/i
l :

Table 22 Derived forms of NOUNS

A ——— i o o e i

The process of derivation ijs identical in both NOUNS and
ADJECTIVES, However, unlike most other NOUNS or derived ADJECTIVES,
derived NOUNS do not form their plural stems by taking the suffix
i-ota? or by reduplicating their first syllable and geminating the
initial consonant of their rootse. Thus, forms like,

x/du® -ota/ or */du—ddu?»aa/ 1death?
are not acceptables The reason mMay have to do with semantics since

such NOUNS as /du?—aa/ tdeath' or /fayy—aa/ thealth' appear to be

/’-coun£7o

e

As in most NOUNS or ADJECTIVES, the suffix | -ittii| may be
G J

added to jndicate the feminine gender or diminutiveness as in,
‘ /kenn-ittii/ ‘very small gift'

In addition to such NOUNS which have the derivational ending
/-aa/, there are also others with the affix /-uma/. Tabe 23 shows

such NOUNS.
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\ Roots | NOUNS i gloss l
\ |
/fayy-—-/l /fayy—uma/ 1goodness' \
. t .
| ! i
\ /nag-/ % /nag-uma/ % 'peacefulness'
i
/wak'a/l /wak'ﬂuma/ | 'Godness'
i
/mot=-/ \ /mot-uma/ ' 1xingness' E

! | } i

L
Table 23 Degpived forms of NOUNS with the suffix /—-uma/3

Az is clear from the above table, the derivational affix /-uma/
is puffixed to each root, However, it is also possible to derive
other NOUNS from these same roots by affixing /ﬂaa/ as in,

/fayy=/ /fayy-aa/ thealthy/health’

/nag-/ /nag—aa/ ‘peaceful/poacb'

Thus, derived NOUNS such as /fayyaa/ or /nagaa/ can be treated
as LDJECTIVES since there is no formal distinction hetween them and
ADJECTIVES such as /itop'p'ar -aa/ ‘ready' or /khlﬁhlla;-aaa/ tpure’
as shown in Table 20. However, there is a difference between NOUNS
which are derived with the guffix /-uma/ as in Table 23, aboveé, and

other NOUNS derived with the suffix /-ina/ as in Table 2k

T
ADJECTIVAL roots35 gloss L;ﬁNOUN \ gloss l
/jébaaﬁejab—/ tstrong' /jab-ina/ E vgtrength® |
| | \
/guddaafugudd-/ | tbig! /guddina/ \ thigness' \
/deeraaa,geer-/ % ttall! i /Qeer—ina/ | ttallness'
|
/bayyeef\bayy-/ l tjmuch ' | /bayy—ina/ ! 1apundance’
) | !

PSR

table 24 Derived NOUNS with the suffix /-ina/
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From Tables 23 and 24, it can pe concluded that NCUNS which are
£:+ abstraci? can be derived from other NOUNS when the suffix /—uma/is
added and from ADJECTIVES when /-ina/ is guffixede
he suifixes /-uma/ and /-ina/ are not inflected for

NOUNS with t
ch may be 2 point

categories 1ike gender OF number whi of aistinction
e jnflected for

other NOUNS or ADJECTIVES which ar

petween them and
gender oOF numbere The reasorn could perhaps he that such NOUNS as
/gudd—ina/ 1pigness' or[ﬁab~inaf‘strength' are 1;coun£7.
From what has been discussed in this chapter, the following

may be made:

ralizations
rom the same roots‘

gene
(a) NOUNS and ADJECTIVES can be derived £
and the derivational affixes that derive them are also identicalj

ith the suffix /-uTa/ and /-ina/ are

v NOUNS derived W

(b) Onl
distinguishable from other NOUNS and ADJECTIVES.
v reduplicate their first syllable

rived ADJECTIVES ma

he initial consonant of their root

(c) De
to form their plural

and geminate t
at alle

stems whereas derived NOUNS do not form plurals



CHAPTER Ly

LoOeo ADJECTIVIZATION AND NOMINAEEZATION’
xS, /7/-'

e Srsa s

Lole ADJECTIVIZAT;EE: We have seen in chapter two that Oromo

NOUNS and ADJECTIVES may be derived from the same kind of roots and

that their derivational affizes are also jdenticalo In this gsection,

we will examine, amnohy ather things, how ADJECTIVES are formed by @&

process we will call ADJECTIVIZATION from other form classes such &as

verbos and NOUNS as in the following examples:

NOUNS i
gloss

SCa

verb

/no¥3a/ theight' %/k'abe/
1

thaving' | -s82a \—ttii 1—1 -n \
] i ‘

/k'abe/

/nagaa/ tpeace' /k‘abe/
/hunna/ ipower' /Qabe/ ]'1acking' | -ssa \
[ | 5 '
/garaa/ ‘stomach'i/laafe/ \'soften' 1ﬂssa -ttii \—i -n \
\ I
l

/galata/i tthank'
|

S

pable 25 ADJECTIVIZATION: __NOUN- yERB-AfLix constructiot

By atringing the above forms and affixes in the order N-V=£f
(NOUN-verb-affix) Adjectivals 1ike the following may be formede
‘ ADJECTIVALS Gloss 1

I

i

l /hoﬁga k'abessa/ theight having‘/tall'

E /nagaak'abes-a/ tpeace having/peaceful'

/humna Qabessa/ 1power lncking/'weﬂk'

/garaa lafessa/ tsmooth hearted/tender'

/galata k'abessa/ tthanks having/thankful'

Qt
|
|
|
|

DL S

rable 36 ADJECTIVALS of NOOX _verb-Aftix construction
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The above adjectivals 1ike other ADJECTIVES may be ijnflected
ories of number y gender OF case ad iz shown belowWe

for the categ
—ipsa T [ |
Femo Sge ‘

Masa. S0e gloss

accCa /hofjbk‘abessa/ /hoﬁiak‘abettii/ 1¢all'

notia /hogﬁak'abess—i/ /hojjak'abettii—n/ ttall’
E gena /kanhoggak‘abessa96 /kanhoﬁiak'abett:i/ \ ttall’ \
! |
\ date /hoj;"jak'abessa-aj:/ /hoij‘ak'abettii-f/ \ 1tall'! \
1 abls /hojjak'abessa-an/ /hoiﬁak'abettii—@an/ i
i 1

Table 37 Inflected Forms of Adjectivals

o a3 ot S e o £ 2 sk PR

The plural stems are jndicated by the suffix£ -oté}only, since
adjactivals, unlike ADJECTIVES do not reduplicate their first syllable

and geminate the initial consonant of their rootse ThusS, we have

Singular ’ Plural
/hoﬁjak‘abessa/ /hoﬁjak‘ab—ota/ 1tall’
/negaak‘abessa/ /negaak‘ab—ota/ 1peaceful’

Furthermore, the construction /hoHSak‘abe/ 1{all’ alternates
with /hoiiak'ab—/ pefore the gender and the plural affixess Thus ,the
forw with an open syllable /hogﬂak'abe/ appears before the masculine
suffix/f-ss§;or the feminine /—ttii/;which peging with consonants and
the form with & closed syllable /hojjak‘ab-/ appears pefore the plural

guffix %-ota} which begins with 2 vowel as in the following examplesz

/hoﬁjak'abe#ssa/ 1tall' mase
/hojjak'abe—ttii/ 1{all! fem.
but /hojiak‘ab—ota/ ttall! mase /fem. Ple

1¢ is also possible that adjectivals of the N-V=A}ytype of

construction may have resulted from sentences like,



/nam-ni
adjectivized as,

/nama

honhk'abessa/ lite
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hoggak‘abe/'(A) man has power"®,

yman height

and finally resulting into,

/hogfek'abessa/

by a process of deleting the NOUN head /nama/

It, therefores

theight havind

ttall'!

seems that adjectivals like

are results of adjectivization and deletion of the

underlying structures,

which may, perhaps,

P_-NP_-
N 1 N o v

1t is also not uncommon in Oromo

two NOUNS,

the table belows

the first of which

is /rabba/ tfather'

/hoggek'abessa/

having'

'man‘ ®

ttall!

NOUN head in the

be represented as

to form adjectivals by joining

or inaster! as in

, \ _ —
\ NEZN % NZSN 1 gloss \ Adjectivals gloss
° H ° | :
Y??abba/\ 7sobaa/ \ t1ie' T /pabba sobaa/ liar |
i i '
"!ather' i \ !
t
\ /Eabba/\ /Qquuu/ R tfart' i /pabba duufuu/ tfarter’
i i
/?abba/ /dubbii/ ttalk' l /pabba dubbii/ rtalkative'
i ]
/?abba/ /(n)irribba rgleep! | /ﬂabba(h)irribba 1gleepy’
1 {
: ‘sympathyf /?abba fira/ 'sympathetic' }

ﬁ?abba/ /fira/

i

&

rpaah

Table 28 NOUN=-NOUN Construction of Adjectivals
IR ,.i,________.,..___.______,___.*-—»—v-—"

As can be seen from Table 28, t

the adjectivals is /?apba/ ' father or ‘master's

The plural of such adjectivals as /¢ abba

like other ADJECTIVES, signalled

he first of the

sobaa/ 'liar’ is,

not by the suffix

two NOUNS forming

un-

z—ota} , pbut by an
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jndependent morpheme /warra/ which also means torigin' or tgource'e
position preceding the adjectivale Thus, we have,

1t occurs in the
e masters of lie oI t1iars' alongd

abba gobaa/ 'thos

A A

those ma

/warra

withg,
jiars (fem.)

sters of lie or X

jve and the nominative

/warra sobduu/

put like in other ADJECTIVES or NOUNS, the genit
are indicated by the preposition /kan/ 'of! and the auffixes /—nf»ri/

respectively as ing

/kan pabba sobaa/ 1of masters of lie! or t1iars! genitiveo
/ 7 abba sobaa-n/ 1masters of 1ie' or 11iars’ nominative
However, when the plural /warragmbba sobaa/ 'those masters of 1ie!
is in the nominative, the nominative guffix /-i/ is added to the
t to either of the NOUNS forming the

plural morpheme /warra/ and no

adjectivale Thus, we have,
[z abba sobaa/ tmaster of 1ie' or 11ingt singular accusative
or tliars' plural

;abba sobaa/ 'masters of lie'

/warra
accusative.

/ 7 abba sobaa—n/ tmaster of lie! or iiar! singular nominative
/warr-i‘?abba sobaa/ imasters of iie' or tiiar' plural nominative
Moreover in structures of modification and complementation,
adjectivals 1ike / »abba firraa/'sympathetic'can be used in the same
glot that other ADJECTIVES occur as in the following examples?

deeraa da

tall is

1 (a) nami&t-1i gurraéé»i

man-def.nome black-nome

1the black man is tall!
Qeera ga

g-i pabba firaa-n
tall is

(v) namil
patheticﬂnom,

man-defo-nome sym

'the sympathetic man 18 tall'
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5 (a) namit¥-i gurra&i-a [da)
man-def=nomes black-nom. is

1The man is balck'

(b) nami¥¥-i 7abba firaa (da)
man-gef-nome sympathetic is
tThe man is sympathetic'
In sentences (1b) and (2p), above /pabba firaa/ ‘sympathetic'
occurs in the same position as the ADJECTIVE /gurraéﬁa/ tplack’

L2 Nominalization: Just as there are adjectivals of the

NOUN-NOUN construction, there are also nominals of the head-modifier

construction ag shown in Table 2%

"NGUN Va1 . NOUN & o
Sge_ % agloss % Sge gloss 1 Nominals \ gloss B
T/mana/ \ thouse' | /tamari/ 'student‘{ /mana tamari/ i tschool!
/budena/!\injera‘ /trafi/ 1ttef! E /budena t'afi/|injera made
i ] \ from t'ef'
%/mana/ % thouse' i/dabbo/ tbread’ 1/mana dabbo thakery'
, | | !

\

Table 29 Head—Modifier construction of Nominals

________,__--—--_____*______._f.—-—-—.

T I S €Y

These structures may be considered to have an underlying
genitive or locative structure of the type,

s 1
tamar; mana g aba
student house has

1(A) student has (a) house'

nominalized as,

- NP P
NP, Nsz::-?N 5 NP, f

anéd f£inally rgsulting into /mana tamani/ tgchool'o

The underlying structure of nominals like,

/mana tamari/ tgchool'



and that of adjectivals like,
/pabba sobaa/ tliar!
it is /tamari/ which is

may not be the same since in /mana tamari/

the possessor whereas in /Pabba sobaa/ it is /pabba/.

5
3

sminala cannot be pluralized

1

”

Moreover, unlike adjectivals, suc
since forms like */manota tamari/ are not acceptable. But like other
NOUNS, nominals can be used nominatively, accusatively eece etco.y in

structures of sentences as in the following examples:?
(3) (a) nan-ig¥-i temari gudda da
house-def-nom- atudent big is
'The school is big!
(b) man-ika temari gubne
house=~daf-RCCe student burn-we-past-
iye burnt the school!
We may conclude from the foregoing discussion that adjectivals

and nominals are Very much alike both formally and syntactically,
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CHAPTER 5

5.0, THE SYNTACTIC POSITIONS OF ADJECTIVES AND NOUNS

{

We have seen SO far the formal characteristics pf ADJECTIVES

and NOUNS. In the rest of this chapter, we will examine the syntactic
positions of ADJECTIVES and NOUNS in sentences, along with that of

pronouns , demonstratives, and aumerals with the assumption that these

too, may have similar characteristics™ .
Let us consider the following sentences:

1., nam-ni dufe
man-nom- cone~-past

t(A) man came'

2. *dufe nam-ni
The pattern of the grammatical sentence (1) is N-nom.-Verb,
that is, a NOUN in the nominative case followed by a verbe.

The NOUN-nominative /nam-ni/'(a) man' of gsentence (1) can he

made definite as in sentence (3)s
3, nam-i¥é-i dufe
man-def-nome. come-past
i
'The man came'
*L, dufe nam=-id¢-i
And sentence (3) can be extended as (5)
5, nam-i&¢-i gurratd-i dufe
man-def-nom. black-nom. come-past

"The black man came'
6%. gurra¥é-i nam-i€¢-i dufe
It appears that the ADJECTIVE /gurrad&-i/ tplack-nom.' follows the

NOUN /nam-iéé&-i/ 'the man-nom.' Thus, the pattern of sentence (5) is

as followss

44
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# N-def-nome + (ADJECTIVE-nom.) + verb-past #

The NOUN /nam-il&-i/ 'the man-noms' of sentence (5), may be

repiaced by a pronoun like /inni/ 'he' in the same context as in,

7, Inni gurrad¥-i Qufe

he-nom. black-noms. come~-past

'He, the black one, came'

B, *gurraéé-i inni dufe

/nem-i¢&-i/ 'the man-def.' cannot, however, be replaced by

numerals and demonstratives since sentences 1ike the following are

unacceptablee.

9. *tokko gurra¥-i dufe

one black=-nome come=-past

10. *kun(i) gurra¥t-i dufe
this-nom., black-nome come-past

it, therefore, appears that only NOUNS and pronouns substitute

for each other in the position of /nam-id¥-i/ 'the man-nom.' of sen-

tence (52.

Let us also examine the following sentences:

ok nam-ni gurra¥é-i sun(i) dufe

» o

man-nom. black-nome that-nom. come-past

'That black man came'

13, *nam-ni sun(i) gurrad¥-i dufe

The pattern of the grammatical sentence (13) is,

# NOUN-nom. + (ADJECTIVE-noma) + (Demonstrative-noma) + Verb-

past #

Ais is evident from the above pattern, in structures of sentences

like (11), the position of demonstratives like /sun(i)/ 'that' is efter
ADJECTIVES., Sentence (12) is ungrammatical because /sun(i)/ *that’

precedes the ADJECTIVE /gurrad&&-i/ thlack-norme '
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Sentence (11) can be extended to include numerals like /le maa/
ttwol! as in,

17 nam=-on-ni guggurraéd—i lamaa-n sun(i) dufan
man-pl.-none black-pl.-nome tWO*nom-those—nom. comeepl.past

1Phose two black men came'
1k, *nom-on-ni guggurragé-i gun(i) lamaa-n dufan

In structures of sentences like (13) in which ADJECTIVES, num-

erals, and demonstratives appear, the order of sequence is as follows:
# NOUN=-noma + (ADJ, -nome) + (Naum-nome ) + (Dem,-nom,) + Verb #

The nosition of numerals like /1amaa-n/ ttwo-nom. ' is, therefore, after
ADJECTIVES like /gurradé-i/ 1plack-nom. ' and preceding demonstratives
1ilze /sun(i)/ tthat-nome'. Other word orders, like (14) in which the
numeral followed the demonstrative, may lead to ungrammatical sentences.

Despite their digtinct syntactic positions, as shown in sen-
tence (13) above, ADJECTIVES, numerals, and demonstratives may substi-
tute for each other in the optional slot, preceding a verb and fol-
lowing & NOUN=-nom. Thus, we have sentences like the following:

;

15, nam—nif'*_—*_w—um;> dufe.

B

man-=nome come-past

1(A) man came. '

16, nam-ni gurrat¥-i dufe
man-nom, black-nom.

1(A) black man cames '

17, nam-ni sun(i) dufe
man-noms. that-nome

tthat man came'

1A, nam-ni tokke dufe
man-nomo One-ana

10ne man cames™
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The pattern of these sentences (15 - .18) may be stated as,
Adje
NOUN=-none +( Denle ')ﬂnomg + verb
| L’Num.
NOUNS, like ADJECTIVES, demonstratives, and nunerals, ©Bay also
occur in the optional slot of the above patterns since sentences like
(19) and (20) are grammaticale

19. - nam-ni shewa dufe
»
man-nome come-past

t(A) man of Shewa came's
20. fard-i Kebede dufe

horse-nome come-past

tKebede's horse came'o

Sentences (19) and (20) are, however, aifferent from those of
(15 - 18). The structure in (19) and (20) 1is that of locative and
genitive respectively. The difference ijs formally indicated by the
absence of the nominative suffixg.—nil.in /Shewa/ or /Kebede/ of sen-
tences (19) and (20). The pattern of sentences (15 - 18) may, there-
fore, be extended to include NQUNS as well.

in the position of the NOUN-nome /nam—ni/ of sentence (15) 4
ADJECTIVES, numerals, and demonstratives may occur as in,

21, gurraEE—i dufe
black=nomns come~-past

1(A) b;gpk came'.

22 kuni dufe

thig=noime come-past

tthis came'



236 tokko dufe
one-nome come-past
1one came'
g cannot initiate conversations or speeche They may
‘man-nome ' which has

+ these sentence
like /nam-ni/

Bu
sed only in reference to a NOUN
ADJECTIVES, numerals, and demo~

be 4

n already mentio

Furthermore,
1ike the

difiers since sentences

nedo

bee
nstratives, cannot be followed by mo

following are ungrammatical:
2k, *guraEE—i deeraan dufe
tall-nome.

05, *kuni deeraan Qufe
deeraan Qufe
it may

*tokko €
sible,

ab.
But since gsentences like (27) and (28) are poOS
NOUNS gubstitute for each other

concluded that only pronouns and

be

in the position of as in,
347 nam~ni gurraEE-i dufe
man-nome black-nomn. come-past

1(A) black man came'

dufe

gurraﬁ&-i
come—past

black=nome.

t is black,came‘

a8, inni

he=-nome

'He, tha
es:’

following sentenc

38

Let us also consider the
dabala-n nama arge
see-past

2!9-
man=-accCe

Dabala-nome
(a) man'.

1Dabala saw
gurraé%a arge

plack-accCe see-past

80, dabala-n nama
n-acce

Dabala~-nome ma
black man'e

1Dabala saw tha
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sana arge

3la dabala-n nama gurraééa
Dabala~nome man-acce plack—acCe that-acc: see-past
tDabala saw that black man' e
Fxe dabala-n nomata guggurra&ﬁa lamma Sana arge
Dabala~nome man-ple pblack-ple.aceCe two those gee-past
ack men'

iDpabla saw those two bl
The pattern of sentences (29 - §2) is the same as that of sen
he NOUN Dabala is in

tence (13). But in the above sentences only t
the nominative casey the rest of the forms considered are in the accus-

ative casSees
In the context of sentence (29) sentences 1ike, (33 - 36) are

possible.
isa arge

3%, dabala-n-
see-past

Dabala=-nome. he-acCe
1Dabala savw him'
arge

see-past

34, dabala-n gurraEEa

" Dabala=nofie plack-accCo

tDabala saw black'
3.5 dabala-n kana arge

this=accCe see-past

Dabala-noie

iDabala saw this'

36 dabala-n tokko arge

- Dabala-nome. oneJacc. see—past
1Dabala saw one'
The apparent substitutability among the forms considered in the
slot rpollowing the NOUN/Dabala-n/ is, however , superficial since,
tman' referred

(a) there is an underlying NOUN 1like /nama/
to when such sentences are'uttered,-
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(n) such sentences 2as (33 - 36) cannot jinitiate conversation.
Howevelr, in the slot preceding the copula /Qa/ tis!, gubstitute-
sentences:

y seemsS holdinge. Let us examine the following

abilit
37. dabala-n gurraééa da
Dabala-nofe black is
1Dabala is black'
38, dabala-n kana (aa)
this is
tDabala is this'
39, dabala-n jga (Qa)
he is

1Dabala is he/him'

Lo, dabala-n tokko (qa)
is

one
tDabala is one'

4). dabala-n akimii da

physician is

tDabala is 2 physician‘

It may, therefore, be said that in the optional slot of

# NOUN-nome (b copula #
demonstratives, and numerals may sub-

NOUNG, pronouns, ADJECTIVES,

gtitute for each othere
But if an intensifier morpheme 1iKeE bayyee}l'very‘ ig intro-
duced into the above pattern, W€ may have,
# NOUN-nome (intensifier) copula #
1 intensifierg‘bayyee% tyery',
L J

apnd in the slot following the optiona
only ADJECTIVES can occure Thus, only sentence (L2) below is gram-

maticale.
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dabala-n bayyee deeraa da

L2ra
: very tall is
1pabala i8S very tall’
L3, *dabala-n pbayyee kana (aa)
this=

LL , *dabala-n bayyee akimii (Qa)
physician

L3 . *dabala-n payyee tokko (qa)

one

46 « *dabala-n payyee 188 (da)
him

Moreover, jn sentences of the pattern Nl- N? —N3— ' ADJEC—
TIVED and aumerals (ordinals) may occur in the position of N3 as in

the following examples:
47, dabala-n gamma&eu irriyassa godq;é
Gammactu—-acce friend-acce make-his—pest

" Dabala-noile

fDabala made Gammatd friends '

u his

guddaa godre

gammadt'u.
-acce make-past

L5, dabala-n

] . big
1Dabala made Gammadtu big!
o, dabala-n gammaéﬁu tokkoffa god e
W - first-acCe

tDabala made Gammattu first’

jsa god?e

5C *dabala-n gammaé&u

o ' he-accCoe

51. *dabala-n gammaééu kana godie
this=-acc:

_and the ordinal

However, the ADJECTIVE /guddaa/ tbig',
tfirst! in sentences (L8) and (49° respectivelys sub-
) only

/tokkoffa/
in sentence (L7

or the NOUN / irri tfriend’

stitute T yassa/
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superficially. The underlying oY intermediate representation of such
sentences as (£8) or (k9) may be as follows:?

dabala-n gamma&&u nama guddaa godre
Dabala-nome. Gammalt-acCe man-acce big-8cCe make-past

tDabala made Gemmadtu a bio man'
This structure regults into sentences like 48 above after the NOUN
/nama/ tman' has been deleted.

in other sentences guch as,

52 dabala-n fayyuma jttidagay ame
Dabala-nome healthiness feel—passive—past

1Dabala felt healthy!'
in which the verb is one of statey NO other forms except NOUNS of
the /~-uma/ ending are substitutableo Thus, only sentences like (52)
above and (53) below are grammaticals

53 dabala-n naguma jttidaga; ame
Dabala-nomes peacefulness feel—passive-past

1Dabala felt peace'

54Le *dabala-n gurracta jttidaga ¢ ame

black

55, *dabala-n kana ittidaga? ame

this

56, *dabala-n tokko ittiqaga? ame

one

5 e *dabala-n isa ittiQaga;pame

he=accCe
It seems that verbs like /ittidagay me/ 1 fcel-past’ perhaps
reguire NOUNS with the feature specification i; abstracﬁ? gignalled

by the guffix /-uma/ e
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Comparison: The comparative degree of ADJECTIVES is jpndicated

N

in Oromo bY %irra} tfrom' and gwoyya}.'better‘. gfirrazlwm the alter-
nant /—irra/ after stems ending in vowelse

53, Pad ii-rra diimaa woyy@
white~-from red better

1Red (is) better than white!
5G. *ywoyya ?adii—rra diimaa

6§0. furdaa-rra ktalle woyy#
fat-from thin better

yFat (is) better than thin'

Sentences(ﬁﬁ) and (60) cannot, however, be used as jnitiators
of conversatione They are used only after 2 gentence like (61) has
been utterede.

61le farda %adii-rra farda diimaa woyya

horse white-from horse red better
1(A) White horse is better than & red horses'

The above structures of comparison mays therefore, be assumed
to have resulted from intermediate structures of the type:

# NOUN + ADJECTIVE-rra + NOUN + ADJECTIVE + woyya #

NOUNS can also be compared without ADJECTIVES modifying them
as in the following examples:

D 2e dabala-rra asteri woyya
Dabala-from Aster hetter

tAster is petter than pabala'

6 3. birri-rra work'i woyya
silver-from gold petter

1Gold is petter than gilver!
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pi%aani woyya

6k, farso-yra
better

ater

tella-from W
er than tella'

tyjater is pett

sentences (P2 - 6.) follow the pattern,

# NOUN-rra -+ NOUN + woyya #

such sentences as (62 - 6i) would
used in the position

ADJECTIVE like /furdaa/ 'fat! is

mpared as in,

semantically be anomalous if an

of one of the

NOUNS peing co

45. *furdaa-rra Asteri woyya

Aster better

fat~-from
The ADJECTIVE /furdaa/ tfat' should be made definite in order
for such sentences as (45) to be grammatical; Thus , we have
66, furdidta-rra asteri wayya
fat-def-from Aster better
1Aster is petter than the fat one'
N already

rence to 2 NOU

gentence Cafls however, be used only in refe

This
mentionede
In the same way as in ADJECTIVES , pronouns demonstratives, and
numerals may also be compared guite superficially as in therfollowing
examplesSe
67, Sana-rra kana Wwoyya
that~from this Dbetter
1rhis (is) petter than that'
63, ana-rra isa woyya
MGXI)'from nhe Dbetter
‘He (is) better than me'’
69, tokko-rréa lamae wWoyy2
one=-from two hetter
o,

1Two (is) petter than one
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We cari summarize the discussion on the second degree of comparison as

ety e

H —
NOUN NOUN
1
ADJECTIVE \ ADJECTIVE
Numeral ~EE8 Numeral payye
Demonstrative\ Demonstrativ
. s ;

The third degree of comparison, the superlative, is analysable
into,‘/hunduma—rra/ 1of all' and /woyya/ 1hetter! as in the following
sentcncesa

70, nama hunduma-rra abebe woyy?a
man all-from Abebe better

tApebe (is) the pest of all the men'

71, nama hunduma-rra nama kana woyya
man all-from man this better

iThis man is the best of all the men'

72, nama2 hunduma-rra isa woyya
man all-from he pbetter

tHe is the pest of all the men!

73, nama hunduma-rra nami&ta gurrafta woyya
man all-from man-defe black better

tThe black man ig the pest of all the men
once the first NOUNS in gentences (70 - 73) have been known, it is
possible to reduce the sentences into the following:?

ko hunduma-rra abebe woyya
all-from Abebe better

1 ppebe (is) the pest of all!

75« hunduma-rra kana woyya
all-from this better

1This (is) the pest of all!'
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76« hunduma=rra isa woyya
all-from he better

tHe iz the best of all!

77. hunduma-rra gurral¥a woyya
all-from black better
tBlack is the pest of all!

Sentences (70 - 77) may, therefores fall into the following patterm:
NOUN
ADJECT IVE

5
Pronoun

| + woyya

(NOUN)_hunduma-rra (NOUN) Demonstrative

Numeral

Let us also consider the following sentencese.

75he i}blle hunduma-rra dabala=-n deeraa da
boys all-from Dabala-nome tall is

1Dabala is the tallest of all boys'

79. iJjolle hunduma-rra dabala-n gababaa da
boys all=~from ghort
tDabala is the shortest of all boys’

80 hunduma-rra dabala=-n gabahaa da
¥
all-from Dabala-nom short is

tDabala is the ahortest of all!

B . hunduma-rra dabala-n deeraa da
all-from tall
" 1Dabala is the tallest of all'’

The pattern of the above four sentences js as follows:
# (NOUN) +hunduma-rra+ADJEcTwE + da #

In the position of the ADJECTIVE only numerals (ordinal) may

occur as in,
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e for each other

82, ijole hunduma-rra dabala-n tokkoffa da
first
1Dabala is the first of all boys'
Pronouns, NOUNS, and demonstratives cannot substitut

in the position of the ADJ

ungrammatical.

ECTIVE since sentences 1ike (83

- 8%) are

83, *igole hunduma-rra dabala-n isa da
he=-accCe
8 o *igole hunduma-rra dabala-n kana da
this~acca
#
85s *iaole hunduma-rra dabala-n akimii da

However ,in the position of /dabala/,

guperficially substitute for each other as

the forms considered may

sentences lik

are possible in a defined situations
86, iJole hunduma-rra inni deeraa da
boys all-from he-nom. tall is
1He is the tallest of all boys'
87. ijole hunduma-rra kun(i) deeraa da
pboys all-from this-nom. tall is
tThis is the tallest of all the boys!
884 iHble hunduma=rra gurra&é-i&&! deeraa da
boys all-from black~def. tall is
'The black one is the tallest of all!
8 9. iyble hunduma-rra tokkoffan deeraa da
boys all-from first tall is
tThe first one is the tallest of all the boys'
It may, therefore, pe possible to say that there is a greater

superficial substitutabilit

sentence (78) than in the

y in the position of the

position preceding the copu

NOUN /Dabala/ in

la /Qa/ tis'.

e the following
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From the discussion SO far, the following statements can be
made: “
(a) NOUNS, ADJECTIVES, demonstratives, and numerals have
defined syntactic positions in structures of sentenceSe The pattern
is always -&1@ following?
# NOUN - (ADJECTIVE) - (Numeral) - (Demonstrative) - Verb #
(v) Substitutability among NOUNS , ADJECTIVES, numerals, and
demonstratives is possible, but superficial,since the reference is
always to 2 NOUN-implicitly understood, and since one cannot begin 2
conversation with ADJECTIVES, numerals, and demonstratives without
a defined context or situationj

(¢} that only NOUNS and pronouns seem to have the same

syntactic positionse
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CHAPTER 6

6.1, SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION

In the last four chapters, we have tried to examine the formal
characteristics of Oromo NCUNS and ADJECTIVES and the syntactic re-
lations they share with pronouns, demonstrati&es, and numerals.

Morphologically, it has been noted that ADJECTIVES and NOUNS
may be classed into those inflected for number, gender, case and
definiteness on the one hand, and those which are uninflected, on
the otherg

Both NOUNS and ADJECTIVES may be pluralized with the affix
gnota_;. However, some derived ADJECTIVES form their plural by re-
duplicating their first syllable and geminating the first consonant
of the syllable (e.,g. CV—=> CVCC¥) ., Nevertheless, according to
Kebede Hordafa32forms like /ru-rrukutta/ 'hits' derived from the verb
/ru~rrukute/ 'he hit repeatedly', occur as NOUNS, These forms, like
derived ADJECTIVES, form their plurals by reduplicating their initial
syllable and geminating their first consonant.

Furthermore, in forming their genders, /-%t¥a~ -ssa~ -aa/ are
affized to ADJECTIVES in the masculine and /-ttii~-tuu~-o00/ in the
feminine, whereas in NOUNS,morphemes like §korm§} 'male'cn‘i@altu}
tfemale! are used to denote the gender of living beings., The feminine
affix /-ttii=w ~tii/ may be used with all NOUNS to signal the meaning
'diminutive', Thus, it can generally be said that both NOUNS and
ADJECTIVES are inflected for gender.

« It has also been noted that both NOUNS and ADJECTIVES are cited

in lexicons in the accusative case;and that they form thei(\nominatives
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by affixing /-ni~ -n~+-i/. In both, the dative case is indicated by
/-af~~ -f/, and the ablative by /-an-~-dan/.

The category of definiteness is indicated in both NOUNS and
ADJECTIVES by /-itfa~-&¥a/ in the masculine, and /=ttii/ in the
feminine, It, therefore, appears that NOUNS and ADJECTIVES share
quite a lot of inflectional affixes.

The situation is not different as regards the derivation of
NOUNS and ADJECTIVES since both can be derived from the same roots.

A noticerble difference between the two, however, is the fact that
there are NOUNS derived from other NOUNS with the suffix /-uma/.

Regarding the processes of ADJECTIVIZATION and NOMINALTZATION,
there are Adjectivals and Nominals of the type head-modifier, How-
ever, the head-in Adjectivals is always /gabba/ tfather' as in
/Pabba sobaa/ 'lia;", There are also Adjectivals of the type
N-V-Affix as in /nagakabessa/ 'peaceful! or/ hojjakabessa/ 'tall'.

Finally we have seen that NOUNS, ADJECTIVES, demonstratives,
and numerals have defined syntactic positions. Only NOUNS and pro-
nouns seem to substitute for each other since they occur in the same
syntactic position. ADJECTIVES cannot substitute for NOUNS. Further-
more ,sentences with ADJECTIVES cannot initiate a conversation., They
may, however, be used in; "~~quent sentences but still with reference
to the NOUN they modify in antecedent sentences.

It may, however, be possible to treat NOUNS and ADJECTIVES as
constituents of the class of substantives on the basis of their morpho-

logical similarity.



NOTES

1 . . ; ;
The terms adjectives and nouns are written in upper case

letters throughout this study to tacitly question their apparent
status as two independent classes, instead of just one, which I
believe to be the case.

2M. L. Bender, Mulugeta Eteffa, and D. L. Stinson, "Two

Cushitic Languages," in M. L. Bender et., al. (ed), Language in

Ethiopia (London: Oxford University Press, 1976), p. 130.

P uite Gragg, "Oromo of Wellega," in M. L. Bender (ed.) The
Non-Semitic Languages of Ethiopia (Michigan: Michigan University
Press, 1976), p. 166,

L p . ..

Both the figure and geographical diversity may definitely
be controversial, but in the absence of recent statistical inforwm-
ation it may be used as a clue,

SJ, Be Pride and J. Holmes (ed,) Sociolinguistics Zﬁondon:
Hazell Watson and Viney Ltd., 1972), p. 115,

Programme of the National Democratic Revolution of Ethiopia
(Addis Abeba: Central Printing Press, 1976), p. 16,

7Gragg, op.cit. p. 182,

8 . , ; s .
- Martine Moreno, Grammatica Della Llnguabﬁﬁnﬂﬁf(Mllanoz Casa
Editrice A, Mondadori, 1938), p.48.

9Gérard Despatie, Introduction to Language and Linguistics
(Addis Ababa: Addis Ababa University, 1978), p. 110,

0
Wonia,

11Morphologically, verbs may be inflected for person, tense,
mood, and voice; whereas ADJECTIVES and NOUNS may be inflected for
such features as number, gender, and case, Syntactically, verbs,
ADJECTIVES and NOUNS do not substitute for each other.

Martin Nordfeldt,-ﬁi%;ggt—Grammar (Lund: Le Monde Oriental,

1947), pi ol O\0 WD

13

Moreno, op. cite. po 49.
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L
* cf, Gender under 2.1.2.2.

15Nordfe1dt ope Cite Ps 55

16 9nAT NPT NACRE  hBAY PAAT AR @31 AA@ANT
W@ POART /hAN ANA *UICATT 1970 9.9./ AT 35 -

17We could perhaps assume that at the underlying level the
suffir is /-too/s There is, however, a constraint at the phonetic
level which disallows a cluster of three consonants. In just those
cases where a root ends in consonant clusters, a low level phonetic
rule deletes the /t/, thus resulting in the realization of the morph
by /=oo/ and at the same time simplifying the consonant clusters.
Thus we have,

/furd-oo/ * /furd-too/ tfat!
/gudd=-oo/ * /qudd=-too/ 'hig!
/selp'-oo/ */salp'~too/ tthin'

18 . ; . :
It is the accusative stem which appears 1in the Oromo lexisone.

Thus, it is,
acc., /gurra&la/ ‘'black' and not
nom. /gurra¥¥i/ 'black'

which appears in the dictionary.

1
9Johannes Launhardt, Guide to Learning the Oromo Language
(Addis Ababa: 1973), p. 151,

20
Nordfeldt, Ope. cite, DPe ©3s
2l pid.
L ]

. Zzlt may be possible to assume that the Actual definite affix
is g-&ga { and that the vowel segment preceding it is an epenthetic
vowel that breaks up the structurally non-permissible clusters of
three or more consonants in which case our conclusion would inescap-
ablly be that the masculine definite affix is homophonous with one
of the alternants of the musculine gender morpheme g /-&ca/. Ve may,
therefore, postulate the morphemes§ -EEa‘%and g-&éé} to mean 'definite'
and ‘'masculine" respectively. - - =

23The argument here is the same as in (22) above.

I
2 Nordfeldt, op. cit.,; DPe 27.
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25’I‘his difference does not seem to be absolute since according
to Kebede Hordofa, who was working on 'Oromo Derivatives! at the time
this study was being done, forms like /ru-rrukkuta/ 'hits' derived from
verbs of repeated actions such as /ru-rrukkutte/ 'he hit repeatedly'’
may be NOUNS.

26cf. note 22,

27Cf- Pe ;5'

28Cf. Pe 13-

29cf. Ps lh,

0]
3 cfe Pe 15

31Verbs, like ADJECTIVES, may be derived from these same roots
by adding the suffix /-e/ which may be a past tense morpheme. Thus,
ve have,

/K'lop'plap -e/ 'he became ready'
/k'ulk'ulay-e/ 'he became pure!
/k'opipltoft-e/ 'you became ready!
/klop'pltoftani/ 'you (ple.) became ready!
/ktop'plagani/ 'they became ready'

It may be Eaid that there is at a higher level a root like /k'op'plap -/
vhich is 4;-vep§7. Thus, it becomes an ADJECTIVE when /-aa/ is suffixed
and a verb when /-e/ is added.

2mme change of /a/ to /o/, and /'/ to /f/ seems to have resulted
from the fact that forms in which such changes are apparent have in=-
finitives like,
/klop'p'as u/ "to become ready'
/k'ulk'ula?® u/ 'to become pure!'
when the suffix /-tuu/ is added to such forms, we notice changes like
the following:
P W/ =U
a"dzo/-w
w-sy £/=c
The changes may be explained phonologically as being one of weakening
and rounding. It also seems that the rules are ordered since /a/ should
change to / o / before / w / changes to / f /. There are also such
caseg in the verb system.

/macéa > u/ 'to get drunk!
/madéap ~e/ 'he or I got drunk?
/madtofte/ tyou sge. got drunk'

/maécofne/ 'we got drenk!



/maliéofte/ 'She got drunk!
/madéoftani/ 'vou pl. got drunk
/maééa ? ani/ fthey got drunk!

33Varbs can also be derived from these same roots by affixing

/—e/.
Examples,
/kenn-e/ 'he gave!
/ouy-e/ 'he gained!
/duji-e/ 'he died!
/fayy-e/ 'he became'

b ; . .
3 Moreno, op. cite., ps 127 believes that NOUN5 ending in
/~una/ are abstract NOUNS derived from other NOUNS,

b

Horenoyops cite, Pe 127.

36The genitive is indicated in Oromo not by an inflectional
affi but by a preposition such as ékﬂn ?'of' or & peasseesive pronoun
like/ko_o/ 'my' as in, 7
/kan hoJjak'abessa/ tof tall!
/hoJYak'abessakoo/ 'my tall one!

37Pronouns,‘demonstratives, and numerals seem to have no
identifiable formal similarities with NOUNS or ADJECTIVES and have
not been treated as such in the analysis made so far.

38

The general sentence pattern in Oromo is S. O, V,

39

cf. note 25. //}_\\
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