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A B S T R ACT --.--p~ 

This study is an attempt made to describe Oromo NOUNS and 

ADJECTIVES. The purpose of the study is to see if NOUNS and ADJEe-

TIVZ3 in Oromo can be treated as constituents of just one class 

instead of the traditional two. To this end, the formal and dis-

tributional characteristics of NOUNS and ADJECTIVES have been ex-

amined in s i x chapters. 

In chapter one, reviews of previous works, and purposes and 

limitations of the study have been made. In the second and third 

chapters, the inflect ional and derivational affixes of Oromo NOUNS 

and ADJECTIVES have been examined and compared" The inflectional 

affi:;~es for such grammatical categories as number t gender; and case 

have been examined and explained. Regarding their derivations the 

roots from which NOUNS and ADJECTIVES may be derived and the affixes 

that derive them have been identi fied. 

Chapter five deals with some processes of nominalization and 

adjectivizationso Here, attempts have been made to describe th-e pro-

ceSDeD of compounding and re!ativization. 

In chapter five, the syntactic positions and functions of NOUNS 

and ADJECTIVES along with those of p ronouns , demonstratives, and 

nUlnerals have been considered" 

Chapter six summarizes the discussion and suggests as a possible 

conclusion that NOUNS and ADJECTIVES may be considered as constituents 

of the class of sUbstantives on the basis of their morphological 

similarity. 



CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCT ION 

1 .. 1 .. The Prob lem: 1 Oromo NOUNS and ADJECTI-YES have been treated 

as two separate word classes by almost all those who have dealt with the 

grammar of the language.. Such a classif ication seems to be based on 

meaning a subject about which people entertain varying opinions. A 

re-e::::amination of these seemingly "t,.,.O independent classes II may,· there-

fore, be essential perhaps from a different point of view. 

1.2. Statement of the Problem: It is the purpose of this study 

to describe Oromo NOUNS and ADJECTIVES from the point of view of their 

formal and distributional characteristics. In this regard, attempts 

will be made to examine 

(a) inflectional forms 

(b) derivational forms 

(c) syntactic positions and functions of both NOUNS and ADJEC-

TIVE3 and that of pronouns, demonstratives, and numerals since these 

may have basl:.C similarities as wello The description is based on data t 

~. ~-t~ -t''n\'~'l\-.~ Su) 
. . .~ 01\-(., - -S '-..... ~y~, . " .;.*,\!)o . ./ \J": collected with the help of a nat1ve 1nformant. ~ 0""'. '3,Q.L"c ~' :'\1"'\-:, '-I " . -ai~~ S~~e-},,~~Q.~'(n Sv/+( 1.3. Importance of the Study: "The . ro o ~ · ~6\,ablY com-

prise the largest single tribal grouping in Afric~.,,2 They inhabit a f 
large a r ea that stretches from souther'n Tigrai in the north to northern 

, 3 " _. 1 Kenya in the south. Their number,~hough not ~~y known, seems · :.l -

to be over ten mill1:n.
4 

Their language, with a variety of dialects, is one of the major 

languages \ in the country, for it has the largest number of native 
, 5 ' ' t spea~-;:ers cover~ng qUl. e an extensive area of land •. Despite such facts, 

however, very little. has been done towards its development, and it has, 

as such, remained a vernacular for many years. 

'<.' '<.: 
0-

.f 
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Encouragi ng at least in principle, the N.D.R.P. (National Demo-

cratic Revol ution Programme) states that, 

the history, culture •. language 

and religion of each nationality will 

have equal recognition in accordance · 

't . . .. 6 W1 h the sp1rlt of soclallsmo 

This can serve as a call for researchers to make extensive 

studies regarding languages like Oromo, which hitherto have been given 

little or no attention. It is, therefore, with the aim of making a 

modest contribution that this study has been undertaken. 

It is hoped that the study will make the following contribtiti~ns: 

(a) Since effective language teaching and/or learning demands 

a systematic description of the language to be taught, the attempt made 

in this study to describe Oromo NOUNS and ADJECTIVES may facilitate the 

teaching and/or learning of Droma. 

(b) The findings of the study may Induce other researchers to 

ma~e further studies on the same topic or different areas of the 1an9-

uage. 

(c) The classification of words into such parts of sPeech as 

NOUNS and ADJECTIVES, for example, seems to have been based on the 

model of traditional grammar. This study is an attempt to re-exa~ne 

some of the aspects of NOUNS and ADJECTIVES purely from a descriptive 
, 

point of view with the aim of re-classifying them on the basis of their 

morphological and syntactic characteristicso 

l.~. Limitations: This study is limited in two ways: first, it 

is limited in scope: it deals with the formal description of NOUNS and 
, 

ADJECTIVES, and the syntactic behaviour of these and other categories 
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like pronouns, numerals, and demonstratives. Second, the description 

is baDed on the Me~ca variety of Dromo which is spoken in the south 

WeDtern parts of the country. It does not, therefore, claim to rep-

reDent the whole language" 

1.5. Review of the Literature: Much of the literature in Dromo 

is in Italian or German. There is very little written in English, and 

the material available in Dromo itself is quite insignificant to the 

preDent study . 

The earliest works deal wi t h the language in general from the 

point of view of its lexicon and grammar with the purpose of intensify-

ing minsionary activity and Italian Colonial rule in areas ",here it is 

predominantly spoken. 

e y-o)'12,o Among such works are Karl Tutschek's (1844) Lexicon der-"" 

~prache, and Dnesimus Nesib's (1882) Oromo-Swedish Dictionary. Both 

worlo:.c seem to cover much of the lexico:n without, however, due recog-

nition of dialectal differences. Another dictionary published much 
o Vb TfW C\ ~/1'l.{) later >las E. C. Foot's (19l3) £QC?<-English and English 9 "0 Dictionary, 

compiled during his travel in the country. 

~Cf:::mmar, the 
Then appeared Hodson and Walker's (1922) prac-

tical purpose of l"hi .ch seems to have been to guide one in learning the 

language. This is one of the f i rst attempts made to analyse the gram-

mar of the langu"ageo 

During the Italian occupation, scholars like Hartino Noreno took 

extensive interest in linguistic field work and published the Grammatica 

della Lingua Oromo (1935). This is the most comprehensive work pro-

duced, with independent treatments of the phonology, morphology, and 

synta" of the language. Following Moreno, Da Thiene (1939) compiled the 



bent dictionary available on the language. 

Still another work worth mentioning is Martin Nordfeldt's (19'*9) 

A ocyf~rammar, based on the data of the Dromo of Wellega which Dn esimus 

had supplied. Like Moreno, Nordfeldt has tried to describe the phonology 

of t:1.e language but in a somewhat superficial manner. 

S i nce world war II/scholars like B. W. Andrezejewsk i (196D) and 

Tohannes Launhardt (1973) have carried out considerable research on the 

language . Andrezejewskifs work on the dialect of Barana will serve as a 

valuable source for future research on a comparative study of the various 

dialects of the language. Launhardt's Guide to Dromo, based again on 

the dialect of Wellega, is a systematic attempt to present the language 

to a nyone wishing to learn it . 
.;-

Last but not least are the works of Gene Gragg (1976) "Dromo of 

Wellega", Mulugeta Eteffa and M. L. Bender's (1976 ) "Qi(fH.'i'0 in which 

they p resent a brief description of the language starting with its pho-

no logy and going through its syntaxV' 
I 

Gragg's forthcoming Droma-English-Droma Dictionary promises to 

be e n important contribution . 

Apart from such major works, there are still others like, for 

example, Desalegn Seyoum's (1978) description of the gender affix es of 

indefinite ADJECTIVES, and Eshetu Kebede's (1963 E.C.) phonemic des-

cription of the language (both are in Amharic, and typed). 

In all the works cited, however, NDUNS and ADJECTIVES have been 

treated as independent classes despite their formal similarities~ 
In 

the early works, the efforts made by such people as Tutschek or Foot 

were directed at collecting a host of vocabulary items that would pro-

vide the ground work for translating and dessiminating biblical litera-

1 
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ture. Thus, their works could be said to have been more pedagogical 

tha!'l linguistiCe./ 

In later periods, however, real linguistic analys is of the 

language began with such \forks as those mentioned by Moreno and Gragg 

on ,·,hich the present study depends for much of the information it 

needed. However, it is evide nt that even in these works, the tradit-

ional classification of NOUNS and ADJECTIVES has been maintained. 

In addition , some inflectional affixes seem to have been under 

analyaed in the morphological analys is of NOUNS and ADJECTIVES. Such 

ins ta~ceB are not infrequent in most of the works. Definiteness , for 

e~ample, according to Moreno or Gragg, is a feature marked by /_i~~a/7 

in the masculine and / -ittii / in the feminine . HOl·rever, only /-~ca/ 

and / -ttii/ have been found to be the real markers for the two genders 

I -if b eing a n epenthetic vowel. Furthermore, Horeno believes that 

/-e~ca/ and / -etti/
8 are the gender morphemes indicating masculine and 

feminine res pectively. But it has been discovered in this study that 

the masculine is indicated by the suffixes / -cca- -ssa"- -aa/ and the 

fe .. 1inine by /-tuu--.. -ttii ..... -00/. 

do 

. In this study, I 

J~VES 
attempt to answer the question: to what extent 

s hare inflectional, derivational, and synt~ctic 

J 
... 

__ ~
 

patterns? Can they meaningfully be combined into a single class of 

Subsidiary issues are correcting some under analysis of morphemes 

and e :::amining other classes such as demonstratives, numerals, and pro-

nouns alongside substantives. 



CHAPTER 2 

INFLECTION 

I 1 

. d 9 

n anguages ) there are content as well as funct ~on
 war S o Con -

tent words are those which h ave dictionary meanings and func tion words 

. h h' h h 
. . . f ' 

1 10 ; 

are ~_ose w ~ c ave g rammat1cal 8 19n1 1 cance on yo 

Among the content word s a re those which have trad i tionally been 

labelled ADJE CT IVES , NOUNS , verbs , adverbs or others. ADJECTIVES and 

. 11 

NOUNS may differ from the others b oth morphologically and syntact ica ll y . 

In this study, attempts will be made to describe Oromo NOUNS and 

ADJZ CT IVES from the point of view of the i r morphological and syntactic 

characteristics. In this chapter, attent i on will be given to a system-

atic investigation and subsequent description of the "inflectional affixes 

that NOUNS and ADJECTIVES may be characterized by and to t h e general pat-

tern that they form • 

. 2 .1. ADJECTIVES: Morphologically, Oromo ADJECTIVES may fall in -

to t"lO classes or sets . On the one hand, there are those which may 

never be inflected for s uc h g ramma tical · categor ies as number, gender, 

case, and definiteness; and on the other, there are those which may be 

so inflected o For convenien ce,we may refer to them as uninflecte d and 

inflected ste ms r espectively . 

2. 1.1. Uninflected ADJECTIVES: The ADJECTIVES in this group 

are morpholo g ically simple since they are not inflected. Table 1 pre-

sentz some examples of uninflected ADJECTIVES. 

/ 



\/11\.-

Form 

ha.nr sa 

guu tuu 

gowwaa 

deedi . . 
hap 'p l ii 

7 

gloss I 
I 

' new' ! 

'fUll,i 
i 

'fool' 

l raw ' 

' thin ,I 

Tab l e 1 Morpho logically un in f l ec t e d AD J ECTIVES 

The forms i n Tab l e 1 have trad itionall y been l abe ll ed ADJECTIVES, 

. 
. .. 12 

probably on not 10nal grounds as forms denot1ng qua11t1es . 

These forms, unlike others wh i c h are mo r ph o l ogica l lY complex, 

do not take inflectional affixes for any of the grammat i cal categories 

men~ioned earlier~ 
They are, therefore, free as opposed to others 

which are bound. 

2.102. Inflected ADJECTIVES: The ADJECTIVES in this class may 

be inf lected for number, gende~, case, and definitenesso 

2.1.2.1. Number: Host AD J ECTIVES in Oromo form the i r plural 

sterne by addin g 
r \ 13 

t h e .!D!ffix L -otaj 
as s h own in the following table: 

sg. mas . s t e m Plural mas./fe.m. stem Gl oss 

/g urra-aa/ /gurra-~c - ota/ ' b l ack ' 

/ deer-aa/ /,!eer-ota/ ./ ' tall ' 

n 

/ jar :Jar-aa/ /5arJ'ar-ota/ I 'hasty ' 
I 
I 

/ d i i m-aa/ /diim- ota/'~ 
i 'red I 
I 
I 

/ham-aa/ /ham-ota/ 

I 
'bad' 

/sore-ssa/ /s ore-ss-ota/ 'rich I 

I 
h'okkol-aa/ l, okkol-ota/ I 'lame' 

! I 

Table 2 Pl ural stems of ADJECTIVES 
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As can be observed from Table 2, the Plural , morpheme[~ota) is 

found immediately after the gender suffixes /_c~a~_ssa~ _aa/14 of 

each singular stem. 

Oromo stems generally have two alternants: stems with final con-

sonants and/or vowels , depending on whether the following affix begins 

with a vowel or a consonant. Thus, we have alternants like the fol-

lowing: 

t lame t 

/geer- "'-'geeraa/ ' 'ta ll' 

/ v... "V / 
JarJar-~JarJaraa

 'hasty' 

/diim-"'-diimaa/ '.red f 

The alternation i s phonologically oond,itioned. c....a .. "o~t tLzlal 

:;Items oeeu .. with affixes such as [ -ota] which beg in with a vowel as in 

the following examples: 

/?kkol-->?kkol-ot a • 70kkolaa-ota/ "lame' 

• geeraa-ota / "tall" 

IJarjar---:;; JOJ"Jar-ota * J'arj'araa-ota / 'has ty' 

/diim-~'diim-ota • dimaa-ota/ 

In addition, there is a class of ADJECTIVES \ihich form!i\- Lts plural 

stem by partially reduplicating the initial ~~~ablo of the root. Such 

a class of ADJECTIVES is presented below. 

89 .mas II . stem p lural stem I gloss 

/bak'ak ' aa/ /ba-bbak ' ak "aa/ I 'ragged ' 
I 

/k 'op'p'a~aa/ ' /k ' o-k "k 'op 'a? aa/ ! 'ready' 

1-
/baredaa/ I /ba-bbaredaa/ 'beautiful' 

/salp'aa/ /sa- ssa l p ' aa/ 'light" not 

! I heavy 

Table 3 Partially Redupli cating ADJECTIVES 

, 
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The above ADJECT1VES do no-t take th .. plural suff ix i -ota} and 

fornw like. 

*/bak'ak'-ota/ 

*/k 'op' p 'a; -ota/ 

are anacceptable. 

However, there are also other ADJECTIVES which form their plurals 

in either of the following ways : 

(a) by suffixing { -ota] 

(b) by reduplicating the initial syllable of the root and gemi-

oating the initial consonant of the root, or 

(c) by both processes (a) a nd (b) as in the following examples, 

Sg. mas. stem plural stems gloss 

/ gurral!l!a/ /gu-ggurra~~a- gu-ggurral!~~ota/
 'black' 

/diimaa/ / di-ddiimaa-"di-ddiim- ota/ 'red' 

/~eeraa/ 
/de -ddeera~de-ddeer-ota/ 

'tall' 

. . ; .. . I 
/gababaa/ /ga - ggababaa--ga - ggabab-ota/ · short' 

/rabaa/ 
/1 h • V~ / 

a-JJabaa~Ja-JJ ab -ota 
'strong t j 

i I 

Table 4 Both Reduplicating and Affixing ADJECTIVES 

Most ADJECTIVES form their plural by sa ffixing [-ota J to a stem. 

~ by partially reduplicating their initial syllable and geminating 

L the first consonant of the copied syllable. Those ADJECTIVES in Table 

4 undergo both processes of pluralization. They may, therefore, be 

treated as cases influenced by either or both of the processes. How-

evert s ince the common tendency seems to add [-ota1 to a stem, forms 

with reduplicated syllables may not appear s trongl y plural in which 

case the addition of [-ota] makes it more apparent. 

\ 
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In Gummary, \ie can say that Oromo ADJECTIVES fall into four 

clacnes according to whether or not they are inflected and according 

to the way they form their plural stems. 

(a) uninflected 

(b) inflected by suffixing {-ota] only, 

(c) inflected by reduplicating the initial syllables of 

their stems and geminating the initial consonant of 

the root. 

(d) by both processes of (b) and (c) 

2.1.2.2. Gender: In Oromo, ADJECTIVES may be inflected for 

gender, masculine or feminineo 

(a) 

15 

Masculine: The masculine suffixes are /-~~a....;-sa--aa/ 

as ca~ be seen in the following table: 

Roots maso stem ! gloss 

/gurra-/ / gurra-C:['t./ 'black' 

/dala-/ /dala-CI!'a/ ' grey' 

/ham-/ /ham-aa/ 'bad/evil' 
~ 

/furd-/ /furd-aa/ Ifat' /. 

~.; ·v /gudd-/ /gudd-aa/ 'big' ':0: 
l - , 

/sore-/ /sore-ssa/ 'rich I 
\ /' -~ 

/jab-/ /Jab-aa/ "strong' 

/ba15'-/ /ba~'-aa/ 'proud' 

/bak'ak'-/ /bak • ak • -aa/ 'ragged' 

/bai' e-/ /ba? e-ssa/ 'nice' 

/ ofJaJ-/ /ofJa1-aa/ 'proud I 

Table 5 Masculine stems of ADJECTIVES 
-. ------ -----------
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\o/e can observe from the above table that the masculine affixes 

/-b~a~-ssa~
-aa/ occur in the position immediately af t er the roots. 

The alternation of the suffixes is phonologically accountable. 

The masculine morpheme ~ -cca] has the following allomorphs: 

/-ssa/ occurs with roots that end in high or mid vowels. 

/ -aa/ occurs with roots that end in consonants. 

/ -cca/ occurs elsewhere. 

(b) Feminine: Table 6, below, presents the fem inine stems 

of ADJECTIVES. 

Roots Feminine Stems gloss 

/g urra- / /gurra-ttii / - \ , 'black' 

, /dala - / I /dala-ttii / 
, 

' , I grey I 

I 
'\ 

/ham-/ / ham-tuu/ 'bad' 

/furd- / /furd-oo/ 
I fat ' -

/gudd- / /gudd-oo/ 
t big I 

! 

.. , 
/sore-/ /sore-ttii / 'rich' - I 

/ bac'- / /bac'-c' uu/ 'proud' 

/bak'ak' -/ /bak'ak-tluu/ 'ragg e d' 

/ba? e-/ /ba" e-t t ii/ 'nice' 

I 
I"~ ~ / ofJaJ- / ofJ'a1-j'uu/ ' proud' 

! /J'ab-/ /rab-duu/ 
' s trong' 

I \ 
Table 6 Feminine stems of ADJECTIVES 

We can see from Table 6 that the feminine suffixes / -ttii --

t /
16 , ., f . 

- uV,~-oo 
occur 1n the pos 1t10n ollow1ng t~e root. 

The alternation of the suffixes is also phonologically account­

abl e . The morpheme f -ttuuJ has the following allomo;PhS: 
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(a) / -ttii/ occurs with vowel-final roots 

(b) /_ 00 /
17 occurs with roots that end in consonant 

clusters 

(c) /-tuu/ occurs elsewhere 

Assimilation: Morpheme initial /-i-/ i s assimilated in point 

or manner of articul a tion , or both " .. hen it occurs after root final 

/k ', r, ~,/ as indicated below. 

/bak ' ak ' - -_.). bak' ak' , -tuu -~ bak' ak' -t 'uu/ 

/of5a5'---.· ofJaJ'-tuu ~70fJa~-:fuu/
 

2.1.2 . J. Case: Oromo ADJECTIVES are inflected for case ', 

nominative, dative, ablative (instrumental), ete e 

(A) Nominative: Table 7 below presents the nominative stems 

of both masculine and feminine ADJECTIVES . 

! , 181 
I 

: 

Ha,. • Mas . 
I Fem. Fern. 

gloss 

acsa. nom. ace. nom. 

igurrac~a/ 
/gurra<:c-i/ /gurrattii/ /g urrattii-n/ 'black 

, 
, 

I 
/~eeraa/ I /d

eeraa -n/ /deertuu/ /~eertuu-n/ 
'tall 

I 

/guddaa/ I /g uddaa -n/ /guddoo/ /guddoo-n/ I ' b i g t 

/diimaa/ I / diimaa-n/ /diimtuu/ /diimtuu-n/ 
: 

I 
'red l 

/noressa/ /soress-i/ /sorettii/ /sorett ii-n/ 'rich I 

/dalacca/ / dalac6-i/ /dalatti i / / dalattii':n/ 'grey' l 

/hamaa/ , /hammaa -n/ /hamtuu/ /hamtuu-n/ 
i 'bad' t: I 

! 

Table 7 Nominative Forms of ADJECTIVES 

As shown in Table 7, the nominative morpheme is' -n ~ in both 
; _ .t 

, 19 
/ 

maacul ine and feminine s t ems co The alternati.on between /-n and 

I-if is phonologically predictable. 
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r ' 
The morpheme ~ -n j has the following allomorphs: 

(a) I-if occurs with stems that end in short vowels in their 

underlying representations. After I-i/ has been affixed to such stems, 

the ohort vowel is s ubsequently deleted. 

/-n/ occurs e l sewhere 

(B) Dative: Table R below, presents the dative forms of both 

ma~cul ine 
and feminine stems. 

I 
dative I 

I 

Roots Mas. dative Fern. 
gloss 

/diim-/ /diim-aa-f . /diim-tuu- f 

I 
'red' 

I I 
/furd-/ I /furd-aa-f/ /furd-oo-f/ 'fat' 

, 
I 

/gabab-/ /gabab-aa-f/ /gabab-duu- f/ I 'short' 

I 
, 

/801'e-/ /sore-ssa-af/ /sore-ttii-f/ I 'rich 
, 

/bared-/ /bared-aa - f/ I /bared-duu-f/ I 'beautiful' 

I 

. ! 

//y, .. -/ I 
/?yye-ssa-af/ /~yye-ttii-f/ ) 

'poor' 

/gurra-/ I /gurra-cl!a-af/ /gurra-ttii-f I 'black' I 
I 

Table 8 Dative forms of ADJECTIVEE 

As can be seen from Table P, above, the dative suffixes /-af/ 

20 
and /-f/ are placed immediately after the gender affixes. Their 

dintribution is als o phonologically predictableo 

The morpheme 5 -af ( has the following allol!Jorphs: 

, I . -
(a) /-f/ occurs with stems that end in long vowels. 

(b) /-af/ occurs elsewhere. 

(c) Ablati've (instrumental): 'The fo11o,,'ing table shows the 

"-

ablative stems of both mas~uline and feminine ADJECTIVES. 
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Roots Mas. ablative Fern. ablative gloss 

/ gurra-/ /gurra-~ca-a
n/ /n o;r::-"-tti i-<;Ian/ 'black' 

/diim-/ / diim-aa - <;Ian/ /diim-tuu-dan/ 'red' 

I 

, 

/furd-/ /furd-aa-dan/ /furd-oo-dan/ 'fat' 

. 
/geer - / / deer-aa-dan/ 

, . / geer-tuu- dan/ 'tall' 

/gabab-/ /gabab-aa-~an/ 
/gabab-duu-~

an/ ' short ' 

/k'a ll- / / k' all-aa-<!-an/ /k ' all-oo-dan/ 'thin' 

/da la-/ /da la-clOa-an/ /dal"-ttii-~a
n/ 'grey ' 

I 

Table 9 Ablative forma of ADJECTIVES 

As can be observed from the above table the suffixes /-9an/ 

and /-a~/2l,ihdicate 
the ablative stems of both masculine and femi-

nine ADJECT IVES. Their alternation is phonologically accountable. 

The ablative morpheme f -dan '(' has the following allomorphs: 

l . ./ 

(a) I -ani occurs with s tems that end in short vowel. 

(b) / -dan/ occurs elsewhere. 

2 01o2.4~ Definitenesa: Apart from such featurea as gender, 

number, and case , Droma ADJECTIVES may also be inflected fur definiten~fJo
. 

Sg. Mas 0 stem Sg. M<;D . def. gloss 

/gurratl':a ~gurratc-/ 
/gurracc-H!ca/ 'the black one' 

/deeraa~dee
r-/ /~eer-i. l':ca/ 

'the tall one' 

/diimaa - diim-/ / diim-il':ca/ ' the red one' 

/furdaa- furd-/ /furd-icca/ 'the fat one' 

I 

/soressa .. - soress-/ /soress-icca/ 
I 'the rich one ' 

/gababaa-., gabab-/ /gabab- ic~a/ 
'the short one' 

/ dalacca ..... ··dalate-/ /dala~c-H,ca
/ 'the grey one' 

I 
/ hamaa'''_ ham- / / ham-i6ba/ 'the bad one* , 

Tab le 10 Definite stems of masculine ADJECTIVES 
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As can be seen from Table 10, above, the definite suffix is 

( • N -,22 
J -1CC"j and it occurs in the position following the masculine affix. 

In forms where there is alternation betl'leen open and closed 

syllabic s tems ,~ -id~a~ 'definite' is attached to the closed s yl-

_ .J 

labic alternant as in, 

/~eer - ' ~ ~eeraa -"'7deer-icca .
_~ deeraa-i<!ca/ 

• 
'the tall one l 

/furd- -.• furdaa-~furd 
- ii!~a --r furdaa-iCca/ 'the fat one; 

A close look at the following table also reveals a more or 

leSE nimilar situation regarding the feminineo 

89., fern. stem sg. femQ defo stem I glos s 

/gurrattii/ 
!gurratt~~t

tii/ 'the black one' 

/qeertuu --~ee
rt-/ /<!eert-ittii / 'the tall one' 

/di imtuu --- diimt-/ /d iimt-ittii / 'the red one' 

/furdoo---furd-/ /furd-ittii/ 'the fat one' 

/o orettii/ /sorettii-ttii/ 'the rich one' 

/gababaa ,_ gababd-/ /gababd-ittii / 'the short one' 

/dala ttii/ 
/dalattii-ttii/ 'the grey one' 

Table 11 Definite stems of ADJECT IVES (Fern·) 

From the above table, we can deduce that definiteness in the 

feminine is signalled by /-ttii/ and / -ittii/ . Their distribution 

is ?honologically accountable: 

The definite morpheme! -t~ii~ 23 has the following allomorphs: 

I -ittii/ occurs with stems ending in consonants. 

/-tt ii / occurs elsewhere~ 

2.2 . NOUNS: Parallel with ADJECTIVES, NOUNS may be divided 

into those which may be inflected and those which are uninflected for 
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nur~ber, gender, case, defini teneDS, ••• etco 

~ . 2.1. Uninflected NOUNS: Some NOUNS are uninflected for the 

gra~matica
l categories of number, gender ., case, definiteness, ••• etc. , 

--
and, therefore, they belong to a claDs of uninflected forms. The f01-

lO",tTing · table provides examp l es of such NOUNS. 

Forms Gloss 

midaan ' grain ' 

.. - " 
k ' oraan 'wood' 

biS'aan "'later f 

(annan ' milk I 

Table 12 i'1orphologically uninflected NOUNS 

Such forms as the above are phonologically distinct since 

they end in closed syllables as opposed to most NOUNS and ADJECTIVES 

which end in open syllables. 

The main reason why such NOUNS are never inflected is that, 

sema~tical
ly,they belong to a sub_set of NOUNS which are uncountable 

as opposed to those which are countable .. 

Inflected NOUNS: Parallel with inflected ADJECTIVES 

moet Oro ma NOUNS may be inflected for number , gender, case, qefinite-

nes::; 0 0 e etc .. 

2.1.2.1. Number: Tab le 13, below, presents some examples of 

NomlS which may be inflected for the plural number . 
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i 
Singular stems plural stems I gloD8 

/muka~.muk-/ /muk-ota/ I I trees f 

I 
/oimbirro"Vcimbirr-/ /n imbirr-o t a/ I 'birds' 

/ mana--man- / / man -ota/ ' houses ,I 
/nama .... nam- / /nam-ota/ 

I 
' men ' 

/holaa_ho l - / /ho l - ota/ 
i 

' sheep ' , 

I 
/farda,...,. fard-/ I /fard-ota/ ' hor.ses 1 

I 
I /laga ..... lag-/ /lag-ota/ 'rivers ' I , , 

Table 13 Plural stems of N0UNS 

A ff ' . l )2~ s shown in the above table, the plural su 1Y. 18 -otaJ 

and it is affixed to the alternant that ends in closed syllable. 

Unlike ADJECTIVES, Oromo NOUNS cannot be pluralized by a 

proceas of partially reduplicating the initial syllable of the root. 

Thi~ may be cons1dered one significant morphological difference 

betueen Oromo NOUNS and ADJECTIVES. 25 

2.,1.202 Gender: In NOUNS , gender, in parti cu l ar the maocu-

line, is indicated by independent morphemes such ani.korma] 'male' 

which occurs preceding the NOUN. The mascu line gender i s not, there-

fore t a feature of inflection in the strict sense of the term", Never­

----
theleGs, a few examples are presented below for purposes of comparison 

with inflected forms of ADJECTIVES. 

(Al Masculine> Apart from such kinship terms as /f abba/ 

'father' and /ha~a/ ' mother' which are semantically male and female 

reopectively, most Droma NOUNS are inherently masculine. 
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1'-ioreover, the masculine gender of NOUNS referring to living 

things may be indicated by an independent morpheme such as t korma f 
oJ 

'male' preceding the NOUN, as in the examples below . 

~ 

/korma len~'a/ 
'lion' 

/korma farda/ 'horse' 

/korma saree/ Idog I 

(H) Feminine: In most NOUNS the feminine gender is indicated 

.' 0/ 

by the morpheme (1altu j 'female' which occurs following the NOUN, as 

in the examples below: 

/lene'a <;laltu/ 'lioness' 

/saree ~altu/ 
'bitch' 

/farda ~altu/ 
'mare' 

However, as in ADJECTIVES, the affix /-ttii/ and /-ittii/ may 

be used to indicate the feminine gender or the meaning "diminutive '! 

as 9>cemplified by the following table: 

, I 
I 

masculine stem J 
Fern/diminutive 9 1os5 

/.. . / 
lene t a" ... lene 1_ / lene' -i ttii/ 

'lioness ' 

/farda--... fard - / /fard-ittii / 'mare' 

/saree/ 
/saree-ttii/ ' bitch ' 

/mana-..-man-/ 
I /man-itHi/ 'houp r\A r 

I 
I /muka ____ muk-/ 

, 
I I 

/muk-ittii/ 'tree ' 

! 

Table 14 Feminine or Diminutive forms of NOUNS 

It can be seen from the above table that /-ttii/ and /_itti i /
26 

alternate to show the feminine gender or the meaning 'diminutive '0 

Their distribution is phonologically accountable. 27 
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From what has been noted so far, in NOUNS the feminine gender 

is i !1.dicatecl by either the morpheme j ?al tu ? t female' placed after the 

l j 

NOUN, or the suffix i -ttiij affix ed to 'the NOUN. Butj-ttiiJ , is not 

exclusively a feminine suffix for NOUNS, since it can also be used 

with such f o rms as /nama/ 'man ' whi c h naturally is masculine. I ts 

mean ing in s uch cases i s that of d i minutiveneBs. 

2 . 2.2.). Case : Oromo NOUNS , like ADJECTIVES , may be inf l e cted 

for caze , n ominat i ve, dative, ablative ao. etc. 

(A) Nominative: The s u ffix L -nil 'nominative' and its a l ter­

nan t r; / -n--- -i -.. - ni l are affix ed to NOUNS as in the examp l es in Table 

15 b elow. 

acc. stem nOl!1inative ste~ gloss 

/nama-_nam-/ / nam-ni/ ' man' 

/mu~aa " . mull ' ~ / I /mu~'aa-n/ 
'child' 

/farda,',·_fard-/ / fard-i / 'horse 1 

/ holaa ~_hol -/ / holaa-n/ 'sheep ' 

/mana '~ man-/ 
/ man-ni/ 'house I 

I 
/harree ~ harr-/ I / harree-n/ ' ass t 

! 

I 
i 

, 

The alternants of the morpheme ~ - £..i J 'nominative I are phonolo-

gically cond i t i oned and they are distr i buted as follows : 

I - n/ occurs with stems ending in vowe l s 

,I- i/ occurs with stems end~ng in consonant clusters 

I -nil occurs elsewhere. 

(8) Dative: As i n ADJECT I VES, the dative in NOUNS is ind i cated 
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by the morpherile ! -af t and its a1 ternant 

".> 

I-f/· 

Table 16 below presents exa~ples of NOUNS with the dative suf-

fi::o 

acc g s te", Dative gloss 

/ durba/ /durba-af/ 'to girl' 

/ naoa/ / naDa-af/ 'to Dan ' 
<-
v 

---< 

/gofta/ /gofta-af/ 'to lord' '" 

/farda/ /farda-af/ ' to horse ' "-
'" 

1 /sanga/ /sanga-af/ 'to bull' 
~ 

"'" 
/:lUi'!aa/ /LlUi1aa-f/ 'to child' J -' 
/holaa/ /holaa-f/ 'to sheep' 

Table 16 Dative for n s of NOUNS 

As sho>rn above the distribution of the dative suffixes /-af/ 

and /-f/ is phonologically predictable~8 

(c) Ablative (Instrunental): , As in ADJZCTIVES, NOUNS are 

inflected for the ablative case. Table 17 below provides Boce ex-

a"'plec of ablative ste!:ls . 

Ace. stem 

/ ullee/ 

/?a lbee/ 

/ daqii / 

/harka/ 

/buddena/ 

/s /iggut'ii/ 

/buna/ 

/s ibiila/ 

/muka/ 

Ablative Forms 

/ullee-~an/ 

/,' a l bee-<!an/ 

/ daq ii -<!an/ 

/harka-an/ 

/budena-an/ 

/s wgut'ii-<;Ian 

/buna-an/ 

/s ibiila-an/ 

/muka- an/ 

gloss 

'with stick ' 

'with knife' 

'\"ith wine' 

' by hand ' 

'with injera' 

'with pistol' 

'",i th coffee t 

' with steel' 

' with wood' 

Table 1 Ablat ive forms of NOUNS 

~ , 

• 
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As is shown in the above table, the morpheme [-an} with its 

a lternant /-~an/ indicates the ablative case. Their dis tribution 

i s also phonologically accountable. 29 

2 . 2 .2~~ . Def initeness: Oromo NOUNS are inflected for the 

feature definiteness . The morpheme meaning 'definite " t -il!ca j 

occurn with both ADJECTIVES and NOUNS as in the examples in Table 18. 

Indef . Mas. I Def. Nas • I gloss ! 

/nama ~nam-/ I /nam-il:ca/ 'the man' 

/farda ~fard-/ /fard-ieca / 'the horse' 
I 

/ mana ,.-,...man- / / man-itca / 'the house' 

/lene ' aa ~lenc ,-/ !lenc '-ieca/ 'the lion' 

Table 18 Definite s tems of NOUNS 

The definite morpheme i s l-iCC4' and it comes immed~ately 

follow ing th e closed syllable alternant. , 

Moreover, the suffixes /-Ittii/ and /~ttii/ may alternate to 

shm·/ the definite or diminutive stems of NOUN::;~ The table below 

',-

prer;e!1 t s some examples. "I (/ 

Indefinite Definite/diminutive! gloss 

/fLIu!:a"",- muk- / / muk-ittii / I 'the tree (small)' 

, I 

/farda - fard-/ / fard-ittii / I 
' the mare (small) , 

/mana~ man-/ /man-ittii/ I 'the house (small)' 

I 

/len~ laa ~len~'-/ I lene ' -ittii/ 'the lion or lioness (small)' . 

harree -harr-/ /harr.ee-t ti i / 'the a ss (small) ' 

Table 19 Definite or Diminut i ve forms of NOUNS 

The alternation of the definite or diminuti ve s uffixes /-ittii/ 

and /-tt ii / i s phonnlogically predictable. 30 

, 
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Furthermore, these suffixes are identical to one of the alter-

nan -'~.::s of the feminine morpheme ",e have seen in ADJECT IV~S .. 

From what has been discUSDed DO far, the following concluding 

ztatements may be maao regarding the morphology of Oromo NOUNS and 

ADJECTIVES. 

(a) A s mall sub-set of both NOUNS and ADJECTIVES are unin-

fleeted. 

(b) Most NOUNS and ADJECTIVES are inflected for number, 

gender, case, and definiteness. 

(c) The morpheme ~· -ota 1 indicates plurality in both NOUNS 

and LJJECT IVES. 

(d) The morpheme r -ni i with its allomorphs I- ni/ and I-i/, 

, ~ 

indicates the nominative case. 

(e) The dative morpheme in both ADJECTIVES and NOUNS is 

~a~( and has the allomorphs I-fl and I -af/. 

~ ~.) 

(f) The meaning 'definite' is indicated by ~ -ieea 7 in the 
.,:. ..J 

manculine, by I-ittiil and I-ttiil in the feminine or in the diminu~ 

tive. 

However, it is worth mentioning the fact that NOUNS , unlike 

ADJECTIVES, indicate gender by means of independent mor~hemez such 

as f karma] ' male ' and ;' daltu/ ~female'. 

( 
( . .J 

Since it is evident that their similarities outweigh their 

differences, it may be poss i ble to treat NOUNS and ADJECTIVES as 

members of a single class which I shall label substantive .. 
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CHAPTER 3 

3.0. DERIVATION 

We have seen in the preceding chapter that ADJECTIVES and NO UNS 

may b e inflected for gende r, numbe.r, cas e , and definiteness. In this 

part of the study, we will e x amine ho" NOUNS and ADJECTIVES are derived 

from other classes of ",ords. 

).1. Derivat ion of ADJECTIVES : ADJECTIVES may be derived from 

rooto as indicated in Table 20 below: 

I 

A D J E C T I V E S I 
--i 

Ind. Has. Sg. Ind. Fem. Sg.. ! 

/~: 'op 'p' ai' - / I / k'op'p'a x - aa/ / ko'p'p'of-tuu/ 

I 
I I· 
I· 

/!<'ulk 'ulla? - / I / k'u1k'u11a('-aa/ I / k'u1k'ullof-tuu/ 

/t ' u rai'- / . / t'ura -aa/ / t'urof-tuu/ I 

/ k'abbanof-tuu/ 
I 

/k ' abbarra ; - / / k'abbana? -aa/ 

, 

I 
/rJ i<)ag-/ /mi~ag-aa/ 

/ midag-duu/ I 

/ ? ekam- / / <!-ekam-aa / / dekam-tuu/ I 

/ J llm'- / / ram-aa/ / J'am-tuu/ 
! 

/ k' a3'el- / / k ' aJe1-aa/ / k'are1-tuu/ 

/ f ok tw 1-/ / r okkol - aa/ Ii' okkol-tuu/ 

Glos s 

'ready' 

'pure ' 

'dirty' 

'cold' 

'pre tt y ' 

'angry' 

'blind' 

' straight' 

'lame ' 

Tab l e 2.0 Ma s culine and Feminine forms of Derived ADJECTIVES 

As is e vident from the above table, the affix / -aa/ is suffixed 

to t he roots to derive ADJECTIVES. The f eminine derived forms are 

ind i c ated by the suffix J' -tuu i . 
I 

As in othe r ADJECTIVES, the nominative case i s indica t e d b y 

th e s uffix E -n J a s in the following e x ampl e s: 

/ 

, 
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Masculine feminine gloss 

ace. k top 'p fa i aa k ' op'p'of~t
uu 'ready' 

nom .. k 'op 'p 'a f aa-n k lOp 'p'of-tuu ... n 'ready' 

The fOllowing morpheme alternations are also observable~ 

Ik ' op'p'a? _ k'op'p'of-I 

Ik 'ulk'ulla? - k ' ulk ' ullof- I 

I t'ura? -- t ' urof-I 

Ik'abbana? -_ k 'abbanof_/ J2 

The feminine morpheme [ -tuu ] i s affixed to the alternants that 

end i:1 I f I • 

Furthermore, unlike most ADJECTIVES, derived ADJECTIVES form 

their plural stems by reduplicating their first syl labl e and geminat -

ing the first consonant of the root as in the e x amples in Table 21 • 

• A D J E C T I V E S 

~
 

Singular (Has. ) Plural (Fem./Has. ) 
gloss 

II: I op 'p' a? aal I k'o-k'k'op'p'a? aal 'those who are ready' 

I;niqagaa l . Im i-mmidagaal 
'those who are pretty' 

It 'ura 7 aal It'u-t't ' ura? aal 'those ,.,ho are dirty' 

Ire 1 abbana? ael Ik ' a - k'k'abbana? aal 'those who are cold' 

. 
I q.eld<:amaal I de-ddekkamaal . . . 

'those who are angry' 

I IJ'amaal 

j 

IV' vV I 
Ja-JJamaa 

'those who are blind' 

I I ? ol~kolaal 
1;0- ? okkolaal ' those who are lame' 

I . 
Table 21 Plural Stems of Derived ADJECT IVES 

The first consonant, except the glotta l stop L-~, of each root 

is geminated in the procesD of reduplication. 



I 
25 

3.2. Deriva tion of NOUNS: Like ADJECTIVES, NOUNS may a lso be 

derived fr om roots by aff i xing /-na/. TobIe 22 presents examples of 

such NOUNS. 

Roots NOUNS Sg. glos s 

I 
/ kenn_ / 33 /kenn-aa/ ' g ift' 

I /b u ? - / / bu? - aa/ 'profit ' , 
" 

/du ? -/ / du? - aa/ ' death' ~~. 
~; 

/fayy- / /fayy-aa/ 'hea lth' j 
.~ 

I 

Table 22 Derived forms of NOUNS 

The process of derivation is iden tica l in both NOUNS and 

ADJECT IVES . However , unlike most other NOUNS or derived ADJECTIVES, 

derived NOUNS do not form their plural stems by taking the s uff i x 

~-ota] or by reduplicating their first syllab l e and geminating the 

initial consonant of their roots. Thus , forms like, 

• / du"1 -ota/ or • /du-ddu 7--aa/ 'dea th I 

ore ~ot accep t ab le. The re ason ma y have to do with semantics s ince 

s uch NOUNS as / du? - aa/ 'death ' or /fayy-aa/ 'hea lth' appear to be 

[ -coun.:!) . 

As in most NOUNS or ADJ ECTIVES , the suffix l -ittii( may be 

... .) 

adde d to indica t e the feminine gender or diminutiveness as i n , 

/kenn-i ttii/ ' very small g ift' 
'--. 

In addition to such NOUNS which have the deriva tiona l end ing 

/ - aa/ , there are a l s o others with the affix /- uma/ . Tabe 23 shows 

such NOUNS . 
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/fayy- / 
I 

/ nag-/ ' 

/ wak '-/ 

/mot- / I 
I 
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NOUNS 

/fayy-uma/ 

/ n a g-uma/ 

/ wakl-uma/ 

/mot-uma/ 

gloss -J 
I goodness I I 
' peacefulness I 

' Godness I 

' k i ngness ' 

Table 23 

3/; 

De(,ived forms o f NOUNS -,lith the suffix / -uma/ 

As i s clea r from the above tab le , th e derivational aff i x / -uma/ 

i c cuffixed to each rooto However, it i s a lso poss ible to derive 

other NOUNS f rom these same root s by affixing / - aa/ as in, 

/fayy- / /fayy- aa/ 'heal thy/ heal th' 

/ nag- / / na9-0.8 / 
' peaceful / p ... ee I 

Thus , derived NOUNS such as /fayyaa/ or / nagaa/ can be treated 

as hDJ ECT IVES s in ce there is no formal distinction be tween them a nd 

ADJECTIVES such as /k ' op ' p ' u" -aa/ 'ready ' or /k'Ulk'ull a c- - aa/ 'pure' 

as shown in Table 20. HO\Jever ~ there i s a difference between NOUNS 

whi ch are derived with the suff i " / -urna/ as in Table 23 , above, and 

other HPUNS derived with th e suff i x /-ina/ as in Table 24 . 

ADJECTIVAL root g J5 i g los s 

/Jabaa ...... Jab-/ I ' strong' 

I 
/guddaa~gudd-/ 

I ' big ' 

/~eeraa __ ?eer-/ 'tal l' 

/bayyeer,. bayy- / 'much ' 

NOUN 

/Jab- i na/ 

/g uddina/ 

/ <!eer-ina/ 

/bayy-ina/ 

gl oss 

1 streng t h f · 

' b igness ' 

'tallnes s ' 

' abundance ' 

I __________________ ~------~-----
-----------

----~ 

Table 24 De rived NOUNS with the s u ffix /-ina/ 
---------
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From Tables 23 and 2~, it can be concluded that NOUNS which are 

L-+ ebstrac!7 can be derived from other NOUNS when the suffix / -uma/is 

add..,d and from ADJECTIVES "hen /-ina/ is suffixed. 

NOlJNS with the s u ffixes /-uma/ and /-ina/ are not inflected for 

categories like gender or number which may be a point of distinction 

between them and other NOUNS or ADJECTIVES which are inflected for 

gender or number. The reason could perhaps be that such NOUNS as 

/gudd-ina/ 'bigness' orjjab-ina!'strengthl are L=coun!7. 

From what has been discussed in this chapter, the following 

generalizations may be made: 

(a) NOUNS and ADJECTIVES can be derive d from the same roots 

and the derivational affixes that derive them are also identical"; 

(b) Only NOUNS derived with the suffix / -uma/ and /- ina/ are 
.-

distinguishable from other NOUNS and ADJECTIVES. 

(c) Derived ADJECTIVES may reduplicate their first syllable 

and geminate the initial consonant of their root to form their plural 

ste",,, ,·,hereas derived NOUNS do not form plural" at all. 
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CHAPTER 4 

ADJECTIVIZATION AND 

4.1. ADJECTIVIZATION: We have seen in chapter two that Oromo 

NOUN~ and ADJECTIVES may be derived from the same kind of roots and 

that their derivational affix es are also identical o In this section, 

we ",il l examine, among other things, how ADJECTIVES are formed by a 

process we will call ADJECTIVIZATION from other form classes suc!. as 

verba and NOUNS as in the following examples: 

NOUNS I 
! l-~--.-

gloss verb gloss I Gender I nominative 

r:g o 

r;;;;; .~ ----rr;; :-- -r-;;s :!_. f e;~" -

/ ho5Ja / 'height' I/k ' abe/ 'having r ! -ssa -tt·n . ! -i -n 

I . 
, 
I 

/nagaa/ 'peace l /k'abe/ 'having I ,-SS1' . -ttii -i -n 

I 

/hut:ma/ 'power' /4abe/ 
, -i 

I 'lacking' I -5S B -ttii -n 

, 
I 

, , 

/garaa/ 'stomach' i /laafe/ 'goften' 1-8sB -ttii I-~ 
-n 

, 

I 
I 

/galata/I 

! I 
'thank' /k'abe/ I 

'having I ! -ssa I -ttii r 1 -n 

, , 

By stringing the above forms and affixes in the order N-V-ft.f 

(NOUN-verb-affix) Adjectivals like the follol'Ting may be formed. 

ADJECTIVALS 
Gloss 

I /h035a k'abessa/ 
'height having'/tall I 

I /nagaak'abes.a/ 
'peace having/peaceful' 

I /humna dabes s a / 
' power lr.cking / weak ' 

I 

I /garaa lafessa/ 
' omooth hearted/tender' 

I 

I / galat a k'abessa/ 
'thanks having/thankful' 

Table a6 ADJECTIVALS of NOUN-verb-Affix conatruction 
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The a bov.e adjectival s like other ADJECTIVES may be inflected 

for the categorie s o f number , gender or case 00 i s shown belowo 

l..fas . Sg. 
Fern .. Sg. 

gloss 

ace .. /ho ,Jj'ak ' abessa/ / hoJjak'abettii/ 
'tall' 

nom . / hoHak ' abess-i/ / hoJjak'abettii-n/ 'ta ll' 

gen . /kanho~Jak' abessaI6 
/ kanhoJjak ' abettii/ ' t a ll ' 

dat e / hoJ'Jak' abessa-a.! / / hoijak'abe tti i - f/ ' tall' 

ab l. / h053ak ' abessa-an/ /hojjak ' abettii-~an
/ ' tall' 

Tabl e 37 Inflected Forms of Adj ectivals 

The plural s tems are indicated by th e s uffix [ -ota] only, since 

adjectivals, unlike ADJECTIVES do not r e duplicate their first syllable 

and geminate the initia l consonant of their roots. Thus, we have 

SingUlar 
Plura l 

/ hoJJak' abessa/ / hojjak 'ab-ota/ 'tall' 

/ negaak'abessa/ / negaak 'ab-ota/ 'peaceful' 

Furthe r more, th e construction /h035ak'abe/ 'ta ll' a lterna t es 

with /hoJ'5ak ' ab - / before the gender and the plural aff i xes . Thus.,the 

fon1 with an open syllabl e / hoj'Jak' a bel appear s before the mascu line 

SUff i)~/ -ss~/or the feminine /'-ttii /Which beg!nn with consonants a nd 

the form with a c losed syllab l e / hoJJak ' ab- / appears before the plural 

suffi" [ - ota] wh ich begins with a vowel as in the fo llowing examp l es; 

/ hoJjak ' abe-ssa/ I t a ll' nIas .. 

/hoJJak'abe-ttii / ' t a ll' fe m. 

but /hoJ jak'ab-ota/ 'ta ll' mas. / fem. pl. 

It is also possible that ad jectivals of the N-V - A\' type of 

construction may hav e res ulted from senten ces like, 
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/nam-ni ho!Yak'abe/'(A) man has power', 

adjectivized as , 

/nama hofrak'abessa/ lit. 'man height having' 

and fina lly resulting into, 

/hoJiak ' abessa/ 
• I 

'height hav~ng 'tall' 

by a process of deleting the NOUN head /nama/ 'man'. 

It, therefore, seems that adjectivals like / hoJ5ak'abessa/ 'tall' 

are results of adjectivization and deletion of the NOUN head in the 

underlying structures, which may, perhaps, be represented as: 

NP -NP -V 
1 2 

It is also not uncommon in Oromo to form adjectivals by joining 

t,w NOUNS, the first of which is I i" abba/ I father' or 'master I as in 

the table below. .. 

I I I 
NOUN NOUN Ad jectivals gloss 

sg. I sg. 
gloss 

I 

l7.abbal I Isobaal 'lie ' I,'abba sobaal liar 

i 

I 1 

I 

'1ather' 

t 

, i 
, I I 

/7abba/ I /~uufuu./ 'fart' /;abba <juufuu/ ' farter ' 

I I 

/?abba/ /dUbbii/ I 'talk' I / ?abba dubbii / 'talkative' 

: 

/(hlirribbaA. 
i 

/?abba/ 
'sleep I 1- / ?abba(h)irribbal 1sleepy ' 

I 
, 

/1 abba/ /fira/ : 'sympathy ' /?abba fira/ ' sympathet ic' I 

, 1 

Table 28 NOUN-NOUN Construction of Adjectivals 

As can be seen from Tab l e 2~ , the f irst of the two NOUNS forming 

the adjectivals is /fabba/ ' father' or 'master'. 

The plural of such adjectivals as /,abba sobaa/ 'liar ' is, un­

like other ADJECTIVES, sig~alled not by the suffix [ -ota 1, but by an 

J 

• J 
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independent morpheme /warra/ which also means 'origin' or 'source'. 

It occurs in the pos ition preceding the adjectival. Thus, we have, 

Iwarra apba sobaal ' those masters of lie or 'liars' along 

with, 

Iwarra sobduul those masters of lie or lin",!! (fern.) , 

But lik e in other ADJECTIVES or NOUNS, the genitive and the nominative 

are indicated by the preposition Ikanl 'of' and the suff i x es I-n~~il 

renpectively as in, 

Ikan ?abba sobaal 'of masters of lie' or ' liars ' genitive. 

I f abba sobaa-nl 'masters of lie' or 'liars' nominative 

Ho>rever, when the pI ural Iwarra ~.wba sobaal 'those masters of lie' 

is i n the nominative, the nominative suffix I -il is added to the 

plural morpheme Iwarral and not to either of the NOUNS forming the 

adjectival. Thus, we have, 

I ?abba sobaal 'mas ter of lie' or 'li~,. s ingular accusative 

Iwarra ? abba sobaal 'masters of lie' or 'liars' plural 

accusative 

I?abba sobaa-nl 'master of lie' or liar' singular nominative 

/warr-i ?abba sabaal 'masters of lie ' or 'liar ' plural nominative 

Moreover in structures of modification and complementation, 

a djectivals like I ? abba firraal ' sympathetic'can be used in the same 

slot that other ADJECTIVES occur as in the following examples: 

I (a) nami~c-i gurra~c-i deeraa da 

man-defonom. black-nom. tall is 

'the black man is tall' 

( b ) nami~~-i ?abba f iraa-n deera da 

man-defo-nom .. sympathetic-nom. tall is 

'the sympathetic man is tall' 



32 

2 (a) nami~~-i gurra~ - .. (<!a) 

man-def-nom . black-nom. is 

'The man i s baick' 

(b) nami~~-i (abba firaa l~a) 

mAn-oef-nom. sympathetic is 
. . .' .. ". . ". .1' 

'The man is sympathetic' 

In sentences (lb) and (2b), above /?abba f i raa/ ' sympathet i c' 

occurs in the same position as the ADJECTIVE /gurra~~a/ ' black' 

4 . 2. Nominal i zat i on: Just as there are adjectivals of the 

NOUN-NOUN construction" there are a lso nominals of the h ead -modifie r 

construction as shown in Table 290 

NOUN r ; NOUN .. 
Nominals 

Sg. 
i gloBs I Sg. 

glos s i 
gloss 

I 

' j /mana/ 
1 

' house ' I/tamari / Istudent ' ! / mana tamari / ' school' 

/budena/ I 'injera' 

I 
/t 'af i / 't' ef ' I /budena t ' afi/ injera made 

, 
from t'ef' 

I/mana/ 
I I/dabbo/ 
I 'house I 'bread' j/mana dabbo 'bakery' 

1 i I , , ! 

Table 29 Head-Modifier construction of Nominals 

-_._-_ .. _--
These stru ctureD may be considered to have an underlying 

genitive or locat i ve structure of the t ype, 

tamari 
1 

o tudent 

mana k ' aba 
2 

house' has 

'( A) stude nt has (a) house' 

nor.lina lized as , 

-
and f inall y r~s ulting into /m~na tamari/ ' school ' , 

The underlying structure of nominals like , 

/mana t amar i / 'school' 

• 

1 
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and that of adjectivals like, 

!?abba s obaa! 'liar I 

may no t be the same since in !mana tamari! it i s !tamari! l<hich is 

the possessor whereas in ! i" abba sobaa! it i s ! ? abba!. 

Horeover , unlike adjec tivals , such nominals cannot be p luralized 

since f orms like *!manota tamari! are not acceptable. But like other 

NOm~S, nominals can be used nominatively, accusative ly .eo etco , in 

structures of sentences as in the fo llowing examples! 

(J) (a) man- i!8-i tamari gudda da 

house-def-nom. student big is 

'The school is big' 

(b) man-i~ca temar i gubne 

house-d~i-~ec. student burn-we-pest · 

'We burnt the school ' 

We may conclude from the forego ing discussion that adjectivals 

and nominals are very much alike both formally and syntactically. 



CHAPTER 5 

5.0. THE SYNTACTIC POSITIONS OF ADJECTIVES AND NOUNS 

We have seen so far the formal characteristics of ADJECTIVES 

and NOUNS. In the rest of this chapter, we will examine the syntactic 

po~itions of ADJECT IVES and NOUNS in sentences, along with that of 

pron ouns, demonstratives, and numerals with the a ssumption tha t these 

too, may have similar characteristics3 ? 

Let us consider the following sentences: 

1. nam - ni dufe 

man-nom. come-past 

'(A) man came' 

2 0 ·~ufe nam-ni 

The p a ttern of the grammatical sentence (1) is N-nom.-:Verb, 

that is, a NOUN in the nominntive case followed by a verb. 

The NOUN-nominative /nam-ni/'(a) man' of sentence (1) can he 

made definite as in sentence (3). 

3. nam-i~~-i quie 

man-dei-nom. come-past 

'The man came' 

*4. qufe nam-i~~-i 

And sentence (3) can be extended as (5) 

5 . nam-i~~-i gurrai~-i dufe 

man-def-nom. black-nom. come-past 

'The black man came ' 

6*. gurra~~-i nam-i~c-i qufe 

It a?pears that the ADJECTIVE /gurra~~-i/ 'black-nom.' follows the 

NOUN /nam- icc-i/ 'the man-nom.' Thus, the pattern of sentence (5) is 

as follows; 
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# N- de f -nom. + (ADJECTIVE-nom.) + verb-past # 

The NOUN /nam-i1!~-i/ ' the man-nom.' of sentence (5), may be 

replaced by a p ronoun like / inni / 'he ' in th e same context as in, 

7. Inni gurral!l!-i dufe , 
he-nom . black-nom. come-past 

'He, the black one, came' 

8. *g urrac~-i inni ~ufe 

/nam-ic~-i/ 'the man-de f. ' cannot, however, be replaced by 

numerals and demonstra tives s ince sentences like the follow i ng a re 

unaccep t able . 

9 . *tokko gurrac~-i dufe 

one black-nom. come-past 

*kun(i) gurra~c -i dufe 

this-nom. b lack-nom. come-past 

It, therefore, appears that on l y NOUNS a nd pronouns substitute 

for each other in the position of /nam-ic~-i/ 'the man-nom. I of sen-

tenc~. 

Let us also examine the followi n g sentences: 

l~. nam-ni gurra!!-i s un(i) dufe 

man-nom~ black-nom. that-nom. come-past 

' That black ma n came ' 
\ 

lao ·nam-oi sun(i) gurra~~-i dufe 

The pattern of the grammatical s entence (11) i s, 

# NOUN-nom. + (ADJECTIVE-nom.) + ( Demons trative-nom.) + Verb­

past # 

As i 3 evident from th e above pattern , in structures of sentences 

like (1: ), the position of demonstratives like /sun(i ) / ' that' i s after 

ADJECTIVES. Sentence (12) is ungrammatical beca~e /sun(i) / 'tha t' 

precedes the ADJECT IVE /gurracc- i / ' black-nom,' 
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Sentence (1 1 ) can be extended to include numerals like /lp maa/ 

, t\,lO' as in, 

1 :'. nam-on-ni guggurrac(!- i lamaa-n sun (il dufan 

man-pl . -nom. black-pl.-nom. two-nom· those-nom. come-pI.past 

'Those two black men carne' 

l~ a *nom-on-ni guggurra~~-i sun( i) lamaa-n dufan 

In structures of sentences like (13) in which ADJECTIVES, num -

eraIe , a nd demonstratives appear , the order of sequence is as follows: 

# NOUN - nom. + (ADJ . -nom.) + (Nnm-nom.) + (Dem.-nom,) + Verb # 

The pos i tion of numerals like I lamaa-n/ 'two-nom. t is., therefore, after 

ADJ3CTIVES like /gurra(!c- i / ' black-nom.' and preceding demonstratives 

lil:e /sun( i) / 'that - nom.'. Other word orders, like (l!» in which the 

numeral followed the demonstrative, may lead to ungrammatical sentences. 

Despite their distinct syntactic positions, as sh own in sen-

tence (1]) above, ADJECTIVES, numerals, and demonstratives may substi~ 

tute Ior each other in the optional slot , preceding a verb and fol-

lOl"ing a NOUN-nom . Thus, we have sentences like the following: 

15 . " I \ 
nam-n ~ ' _~_~_ .. _ dufe 

) ", 
man-nom . come - past 

I (A) man came. ' 

16 . nam-ni gurra~~-i dufe 

man-nom o b l ack-nom. 

' (A) black man came.' 

17. nam-ni sun(i) dufe 

man - nom . that-nom . 

'that man came ' 

IP. nam-ni tokko dufe 

man-nom. one-nom. 

• One man came .. :' 

" 1 "i 

! 
\:.~" ... "~" \ ( 

"'- ." 

"'-- ,-
-~-

" " 

Y,:-",') 
~. 

- I 
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The pattern of these sentence s (15 - 18) nay be stated a s , 

+ ( r 
Adj. 

NOUN-noo . DerJ . ) . -nOD o + verb 

L NU D a 

NOUNS, .like ADJECTIVES, deo onstratives, and nUI;1era1s, rtay also 

occur in the optional slot of the above pattern, since sente nces like 

(19) and (20) are grar.matical. 

19. _ narJ-ni shewa dufe 

man-nom. come-past 

'(A) man of Shewa camet . 

20. fard-i Kebede dufe 

horse-nom. come-pas t 

'Kebede's horse came'. 

Sentences (19) and ( 20) are, however, different from those of 

(1 5 - 18). The structure in (19) and ( 20 ) is that of locative and 

genitive respectively. The difference is formally indicated by the 

absence of the nominative suffix i -ni J in / She" a / or / Kebede/ of sen­

tences (19) and (20). The pattern of sentences (15 - 18) may, there-

fore, be e x tended to include NOUNS as well. 

In the position of the NOUN-nom. / nam-n i / of sentence (15), 

ADJECTIVES, numerals, and demonstratives may occur as in, 

21. gurra~t-i dufe 

black-nom. come-past 

'(A) back came ' . 

22 .. kuni dufe 

thi s -nom. come-past 

'this camel 
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23. tokko dufe 

one-nom. come-past 

'one came ' 

But these 3enten ces cannot i n itiate conversations or speech •. They may 

be used only in refere nce to a NOUN like I nam-n i l 'man-nom.' which has 

been already mentioned. Fur thermore , ADJ ECT IVES, numerals , and demo-

nstratives, cannot be followed by modifiers s ince sentences like the 

follo,dng are ungrammatical : 

24 . ·gura~~ -i de eraan dufe 

tall-nom" 

25 . ·kuni deeraan dufe 
. -

a6. · tokko deeraan dufe 
-. . 

But since sentences like (27) a nd (28) a re poss ible, it may 

be concluded that only pronouns a nd NOUNS s ubstitute for each other 

in the pos ition of NOUN-nom . as in, 

11 nam-ni gurra~c-i dufe 

man-nom. black-nom~ c ome-past 

'( A) ~lack man came' 

aR. inni g urrac~-i dufe 

he-nom. black-nom. come - past 

'K., that i z black, came' 

Let us also cons ider the following sentences: 

da bala-n nama a rg e 
)8 

Dabala-nom. man-acc" see-past 

' Dabala saw (a) man '. 

~o. dabala-n nama g urra~~a arge 

Dabala-nom. man-acc. black - ace. see - past 

' Dabala saw th~ black man '. 

\ 
\ 
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31. dabala-n nama gurrac~a sana arge 

Dabala-nom. man -acc~ black - acc. that-acc. see-past 

' Dabala s aw that black man '. 

dabala-n nomata guggurra~~a
 lamma 

Dabala-nom. man-pl. black-pI.acc. two 

t Dabla 8a\'/ those two black men' 

sana arge 

those see-past 

The pattern of sentences (2, - " 2 ' ) is the same as that of Gen ­

tence (13). But in the above sentences, only the NOUN Dabala i s in 

the nominative ca~e; the rest of the forms considered are in the accus-

ative case. 

In the context of sentence (29) sentences like, (3::1, - 36) are 

possible. 

J'. dabala-n ' isa arge 

Dabala-nom. he-a~co see-past 

'Dabala saw him' 

3S. dabala-n gurra~~a arge 

Dahala-nom. black-acc. see-past 

' Dabala saw black' 

3.5. dabala-n kana arge 

Dabala-nom. this-acc. see-past 

'Dabala saw this' 

36 . dabala-n tokko arge 

" Dabala-nom. one-acc. see-past 

tDabala saw one' 

The apparent substitutabi lity among the forms considered in the 

sl ot f ollowing the NOUN/Dabala-n/ is, however, s uperficial since, 

(al there is an underlying NOUN like / nama/ 'man' referred 

to when such sentences are uttered, 
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(b) such sentences as (3J - 36) cannot initiate conversation. 

However, in the slot preceding the copula /~a/ 'is', substitut-

ability seems holding. Let us examine the fo llowing sentences: 

37. dabala-n gurracca da . 
Dabala -nom. black is 

' Dabala i s black' 

38. dabala-n kana (da) 

this is 

'Dabala is this t 

39 .. dabala-n i sa (da) 

he is 

' Dabala is he/him' 

40. dabala-n tokko (da) 

one is 

tDabala is one' 

41. dabala-n akimii da 

physician is 

'Oabala is a physician' 

It may, therefore, be said that in the optional s lot of 

# NOUN-nom. (---; copula # 

NOUN3 , pronouns, ADJECTIVES, demonstratives , and n umerals may sub-

stitute f or each other. 

But if an intensifier morpheme like i bayyeeJ 'very' is intro­

duced into the above pattern, we may have, 

# NOUN-nom. (intensifier) _____ copula # 

and i" the slot follo>Ting the optional intenlJ ifier [bayyee} 'very', 

only ADJECTIVES can occur. Thus, only sentence (102) below is gram-

matical. 
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'*2>. daba la-n bayyee deeraa da 

very tall i s 

' Dabala i s very tall' 

4.3 • *dabala-n bayyee kan a (da) 

this 

'*'* • *dabala-n bayyee akimii (~a) 

physician 

4. 5 • *dabala-n bayyee tokko (<;1 .) 

one 

,*6 . *dabala-n bayyee i sa (<!a) 

him 

Moreover, in s entences o f the pattern N - N -N - V. ADJEC­

I 2 3' 

TIVEG and numerals (ordinals) may occur in the position of N3 as in 

the f Ollowing examples: 

4. 7. dabala-n gammacGu irriyassa godate 

Dabala-nom. Gammac~u-acc
. friend-acc. make-hie-past 

' Dabala made Gamma~~u his friend.' 

~8. dabala-n gamma~~ 'u. guddaa god,e 

b ig-acc. make-past 

'Dabala made Gammac~u big ' 

4 9 . dabala-n gamma~~u tokkoffa god e 

f i rs t-acc. 

' Daba l a made Gamma~~u first" 

!ie. *dabala-n gamma~l!u isa god? e 

he-acc. 

5.l. *dabala-n gamma/:cu kana god"? e 

thin-acc. 

However, the ADJECTIVE /guddaa/ 'big ', and the ordinal 

/ tokkoffa/ 'firs t' in sentence" (Ill!) and «(,\1: respect i vely, sub-

ntitute for the NOUN / irriyassa/ 'friend' in sentence ('*7) only 
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superficially. The underlying or intermediate representation of such 

sentences as (4e) or (49) may be as follo"ls: 

dabala-n gamma~cu 
nama guddaa godre 

Dabala-nom. Garnmacc-acc. man-acc~ big-acc. make-past 

'Dabala made ~amma~~u Q big man ' 

This otruct ure r e s u lts into sentences like 49 ~bove after the NOUN 

In~mQI ' man' h as been deleted. 

In other sentences such as , 

5:r. da balll-n fayyuma i tti~llga r nme 

Dabnl~-nom.
 h enlthineGs feel-passivE-past 

'Daba l a f e lt healthy' 

in '''~1 ich the verb is one of state, no other forms except NOUNS of 

the I-umal ending are subst itutable. Th us, only sentences like (52) 

above and (5) b e low ore grammatical. 

5'). dabalo-n nnguma itti~aga?~r
ne 

Dabala-nom. peacefulness feel-passivE-past 

'Dabala felt peace' 

5"'. *dabaln-n gurraclOll ittidagll; arne 

b l ack 

5.5. *dllbala-n kana i t ti~aga 'i' arne 

this 

56. *dabala-n tokko itti<!-aga? arne 

one 

57. *dabala-n isa itti~aga;> arne 

he-acc. 

It seems tha t verbs like Ii ttidaga i' mel ' fee l-past ' perhaps 

, 

re s uire NOUNS with the feature specificat ion L~ abstrac!7 signalled 

by the suffi~ I -urna / . 
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Comparison: The comparative degree of ADJECTIVES is indicated 

in Oromo by ~irra} 'from' and £ .lOyyaJ 'better'. [I irra] has the al ter­

nal'1t / -irra/ after stems end ing in vowels. 

53. ? ad ii-rra diimaa woyya 

white-from red better 

'Red (is) better than ~',Th ite f 

59. ·.lOyya i'adii-rra diimaa 

60. f urdaa-rra k ' allo .lOyya 

fat-from thin be tter 

'Fat (is) better than thjn' 

Sentences (58) and (60) cannot, however, be used as initiators 

of conversation. They are used only after a sentence like ( 61) h as 

been uttered. 

Ii 1. farda ~adii-rra 
farqa diimaa woyya 

, 

horse white-from horse red better 

'( A) White horse i s better than a red horse. ' 

The a bove s tructures of comparison may, therefore, be assumed 

to have resulted from inte rmediate structures of the type: 

# NOUN + ADJECT~VE-r
ra + NOUN + ADJECTIVE + woyya # 

NOUNS can also be compared without ADJECTIVES modifying them 

as i n the following examples : 

o ~ dabala-rra as teri woyya 

Dabala-from Aster better 

'Aster i s better than Dabala ' 

6;. birri-rra work'i woyya 

s ilver-from gold better 

'Gold is better than s ilver ' 
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6~. farso-rra bisaani woyya 

tella-from water better 

' Water is better than tella' 

Sentences (~2 - 6~ ) follow the pattern, 

# NOUN-rra + ~OUN + woyya # 

Such sentences as (62 - 6~ ) would semantically be anomalous if an 

ADJECTIVE like /furdaa/ 'fat ' is used in the position of one of the 

NOUNS being compared as in, 

65. ·furdaa-rra Asteri woyya 

fat-from Aster better 

The ADJECTIVE /furdaa/ ' fat'should be made definite in order 

for such sentences as (65) to be grammatical. Thus, . we have 

66. furdi~~a-rra 
asteri wayya 

fat -de£-from Aster better 

'Aster is better than the fat one' 

This sentence can, however, be used only in reference to a NOUN already. 

mentioned. 

In the same way as in ADJECTIVES ,pronouns, demonstratives, and 

numerals may also be compared quite superficially as in the following 

examples_, 

67. sana-rra kana woyya 

that-from this better 

'This (is) better than that' 

63 • ana-rra isa woyya 

~~from he better 

'He (is) better than me' 

69. tokko-rra lamae woyya 

one-from two better 

'Two (is) better than one 
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We can s ummarize the discussion on the second degree of comparison as 

NOUN 

ADJECTIVE 

Numeral 

Demonstrative I 
I.....- --"" 

-rra 

-NOUN 

ADJECTIVE 

Numeral 
,\,/oyya 

Demonstrat i v 

The third degree of comparison , the superlative, is analysable 

into, /hunduma-rra/ ' of all' and /woyya/ 'better' as in the fo llowing 

sentences: 

70. nama hunduma-rra abebe woyya 

man all-from Abebe better 

'Abebe (is) the best of all the men' 

71. nama hunduma-rra nama kana woyya 

man all-from man this better 

'This man is the best of all the men' 

72. nama hunduma-rra isa woyya 

man all-from he better 

'He is the best of all th e men' 

73. nama hunduma-rra nami~a gurra~~a woyya 

man al l- from man-def. black better 

' The black man is the bes t of all the men' 

Once the f irst NOUNS in sentences (70 - 73) have been known, it i s 

possible to reduce the sentences into the folloldng: 

7'*. hunduma-rra abebe woyya 

all-from Abebe better 

'Abebe (is) the best of all' 

75. hunduma-rra kana woyya 

all-from this better 

'This (is) the best of all' 

---



76. hunduma-rra isa woyya 

all-from he better 

'He is the best of all' 

77. hunduma-rra gurra~~a woyya 

all-from black better 

'Black is the best of all' 

Sentences (70 - 77) may, therefore, fall into the following pattern: 

NOUN 

ADJECTIVE 

Pronoun 

(NOUN) hunduma- rra (NOUN) Demonstrative 

Numeral 

Let us also consider the fo llowing sentences. 

71- iJolle hunduma-rra dabala-n deeraa qa 

boys all-from Dabala-nom. tall is 

'Dabala is the tallest of all boys' 

79. 130 lIe hunduma-rra dabala-n gababaa da 

boy" all-from short 

'Dabala is the shortest of all boys1 

eo. hunduma-rra dabala-n gababaa da 
• 

all-from Dabala-nom s hort is 

'Dabala is the shortest of all' 

81 • hunduma-rra dabala-n deeraa da 

all-from tall 

'Dabala is the tallest of all' 

The pattern of the above four sentences i s as follows: 

# (NOUN) fhundUJlla-rra-t-ADJECTIVE + da # 
• 

In the position of the ADJECTIVE only numerals (ordinal) may 

occur as in " 

• 

--



62. iJole hunduma-rra dabala-n tokkoffa da 

f irst 

' Dabala is the first of all boys' 

Pronouns, NOUNS, and demonstratives cannot substitute for each other 

in the position of the ADJECTIVE since sentences like (83 - BS) are 

ungrammatical. 

Sj . *iJole hunduma-rra dabala-n isa da 

he-acc. 

~ . *iJole hunduma-rra dabala - n kana da 

,this-ace. 

*i101e hunduma-rra dabala-n akimii da 

However~in the position of /dabala~ the forms considered may 

superficial ly substitute for each other as sentences like the following 

are possible in a defined s ituation. 

8?_ iJole hunduma-rra inni deeraa 4a 

boys all-from he-nom. tall is 

'He is the tallest of all boys' 

87. ijole hund uma-rra kun(i) deeraa da 

boys all-from this-nom. tall is 

'Th i s is the tallest of all the boys ' 

8('-. i10le hunduma-rra gurralOc-i l:ol deeraa da 

boys all-from black-def. tall is 

'The black one is the t al lest of all' 

.V 1 
1JO e hunduma-rra tokkoffan deeraa da 

boys all-from first tall is 

' The first one is the tallest of all the boys' 

It may, therefore, be possible to say that there is a greater 

superfic ial substitutability in the position of the NOUN IDabalal in 

sentence (78) than in the position preceding the copula /~a/ " is'. 

, 
t 
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From the ~iscussion GO far t th& following statements can be 

ma de: 

• 

(a) NOUNS, ADJECTIVES, demonstratives, and numerals have 

defined oyntactic positions in structures of sentences. The pattern 

is all-lays illo following: 

# NOUN - (ADJECTIVE) - (Numeral) - (Demonstrative) - Verb # 

(b) Substitutability among NOUNS , ADJECTIVES, numerals, and 

demonotratives is possible, but superficial} since the reference is 

all"layo to a NOUN implicitly understood , and since one cannot' begin a 

conver$ation with AilJECTI~, numer
als~ and demonstratives without 

a defined context or situation; 

(c) that only NOUNS and pronouns ~eem to have the same 

syntactic positions. 

• 
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CHAPTER 6 

6.1. SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION 

In the last four chapters, we have tried to examine the formal 

character i stics of Oromo NOUNS and ADJECTIVES and the syntactic re-

l ations they share with pronouns , demonstratives, and numerals. 

Morphologically , it has been noted that ADJECTIVES and NOUNS 

may b e classed into those inflected for number, gender, case and 

definiteness on the one hand, and those which are uninflected, on 

the other~ 

-Both NOUNS and ADJECTIVES may be plurali z ed with the affix 

j-ota I . However, soOle derived ADJECTIVES form their plural by re-
o _ 

dup licating their first syllable and geminating the first consonant 

o f the syllable (e.g. Cy. · --~ CVCCy,.). i~everthe1ess, according to 

Kebede HordafaJ~forms like /ru-rrukutta/ 'hits' derived from the verb 

/ru-ryukute/ 'he hit repeatedly', occur as NOUNS. These forms, like 

derived ADJECTIVES,form their plurals by reduplicating their initial 

syllable and geminating their first consonant. 

Furthermore , in forming their genders, /-c~a ........ -ssa- -aa/ are 

aff L :ed to ADJECTIVES in the masculine and /-ttii~-tuu~ -oo/ in the 

feminine , whereas in NOUNS , morphemes like ~ karma] 'mal e t or ~ .. ~al tu } 

'female' are used to denote the gender of living beings. The feminine 

affi:: /-ttii"", -tii/ may be used with all NOUNS to signal the meaning 

'diminutive'. Thus, it can generally be said that both NOUNS and 

ADJECTIVES are inflected for gender. 

~. It has also besn noted that both NOUNS and ADJECTIVeS are cited 

in lexicons in the accusative case, and that they form thei,-nominatives 
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by affixing / -ni---n __ -i/ . In both, the dative case is indicat e d by 

/ - af ~- -f/, and the ablative by /-an---~an/. 

The category of definiteness is indicated in both NOUNS and 

ADJECTIVES by /-i~~a~-c~a/ in the masculine, and /-tt ii / in the 

feminine" It, therefore, appears that NOUNS and ADJECTIVES share 

quite a lot of inflectional affixes. 

The situation is not diff erent as regards the derivation of 

NOUN3 and ADJECTIVES since both can be derived from the same roots . 

A notice~ble difference between the two, however, is the fact that 

there are NOUNS derived from other NOUNS with the suffix / -urna/. 

Regarding the proces ses of ADJECTIVIZATION and :-I ()MINJ,L ,-")\T ION , 

there are Adjectivals and Nominals of the type head-modifier. How­

ever, the head-in Adjectivals is always /labba/ 'father' as in 

/i'abba sobaa/ 'l~,.r '" There are also Adjectivals of the type 

N-V-A!'fix as in / nagakabessa/ ' peace f ul f or/ hojJ'ak'abessa/ 'tall'. 

Finally we h ave seen that NOUNS, ADJECTIVES, demonstratives, 

and numerals have defined syntactic positions. Only NOUNS and pro­

nouns seem to substitute for each other since they occur in the same 

syntactic position. ADJ ECTIVES cannot substitute for NOUNS. Further­

more~entences with ADJECTIVES cannot initiate a conve rsation. They 

may, however, be used iL T " ", .hquent sentences but still with reference 

to the NOUN they modify in antecedent sentences. 

It may, however, be possible to treat NOUNS and ADJECTIVES as 

cons tituents of the class of substantives on the basis of their morpho­

logical similarity. 
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NOT E S 

IThe terms adjectives and nouns are written in upper case 
letters thro.ugho.ut this study to. tacitly questio.n their apparent 
statu:::: as two independent classes, instead of just one, which I 
believe to. be the case. 

2 H• L. Bender, Mulugeta Eteffa, and D. L. Stinson, "Two 
Cushitic Languag es , " in M. L. Bender et. al e (ed), Language in 
Ethio.pi~ (Lo.ndo.n: Oxfo.rd University Press, 1976), p. 130. 

3 . 
Gene Gragg, "Oromo. o.f Wellega," in M. L. Bender (ed.) The 

No.n-Semitic Languales o.f Ethio.pia (Michigan: Michigan Universi~ 
Press, 1976), p. 1 6. 

4Bo.th the figure and geo.graphical diversity may definitely 
be controversial , but in the absence of recent statistical infor~­
ation it may be used as a clue .. 

5 J • B. Pride and J. Ho.lmes (ed.) So.cio.1inguistics LLo.ndo.n: 
Ha :oell \{atso.n and Viney Ltd., 1972), p. 115. 

6pro.gramme o.f the Na tio.na1 Democratic Revo.lutio.n o.f Eth io.pi a 
(Addis Abeba: Central Printing Press, 1976), p. 16. 

7Gragg, ·t 182 o.P.C1 • p. • 

.,. 8 M . MG· 
art1n~ oreno, rammatlca 

Editrice A. Mo.ndado.ri , 1938), p.48. 
Della Lingu~~»lef(Milano.: Casa 

(Addis 

9 / 
Gerard 

Ababa: 
Despatie, Intro.ductio.n to. Language and Linguistics 

Add i s Ababa University, 1978), p. 110. 

IlMo.rPho.Io.gically, verbs may be inflected fo.r perso.n, tense, 
mo.o.d, and vo.ice; whereas ADJECTIVES and NOUNS may be inflected fo.r 
such featureD as number, gender, and case. Syntactically , verbs , 
ADJECTIVES and NOUNS do no.t substitute fo.r each o.ther. 

~ 12~artin ~No.rdfeldt, .~rammar (Lund: Le Mo.nde Oriental, 
19L"7), p: 61. QI('<l\.J\,O 

13Mo.renO, o.P. cit. p. 49. 
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11, 
cf. Gender under 2 .1.2. 2. 

l5Nord fe ldt op. cit. p. 55 . 

1 6 Qr']fI'\' n \!9"T n?1 ~?,r; h(!J.fl.l <l>?if\.f I\e e tl flO!joot.ht 

~"'l. 1 (). 9" (j r) i2 t / 1'1 'l.n 1'1 nrl <j1. \.11 C rJ. t T 1 9 7 0 0,. 9" • I 1 ?i T ;;;;. 

17 We c ould perhaps assume that at the underlying level the 

suffi:.-.:: is I-tool.. There is, however , a constraint at th e phonetic 

leve! "lhich disallows a cluster of three consonants. In just those 

case!:: ""here a root ends in consonant clusters t a low level phonetic 

rule deletes the /t/ , thus resulting in the realization of the morph 

by / -00/ and at t he same time simplifying the consonant clusters. 

ThuG 'trle have, 
/furd-oo / 
/gudd-oo/ 
/salp '-oo/ 

*/furd-too / 
*/gudd-too/ 
*/salp'-too/ 

'fat' 
'big' 
'thin' 

18 It is the accusative stem which appears in the Oromo lexioono 

Thl!O, it is, 
acc. /g urracca / 'black' and not 

nom. /gun-a1!ci / 'black ' 

wh i ch appears in the di c tionary . 

19 
Johannes Launhardt, Guide to Learning the Droma Language 

(Addie Ababa: 1973), p. 151. 

20 
Nordfeldt , op. cit., p. 63 • 

• 
. 22It may be poss ible to assume that the "ctual definite affix 

i s l -cca ] and that the vowel s egment preceding it i s an epenthetic 

vow~l that breaks up the structurally non-permis s i ble clusters of 

three or more consonants in which case our conclusion would inescap ­

ab l ly be that the masculine definite affix is homophonous with one 

o f the alternants of the muscul ine gend er morpheme, /-cca/ . We may, 

therefore, postulate the morphemes3 -cca 1 and ~ -cea] to mean "definite" 

and Hraasculine" respectively. - - .... 

23 The argument h e re i s the same as in (22) above. 

21, 
Nordfe ldt, op. cit., p. 27. 
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25This difference does not seem to be absolute since according 
to Kebede Iiordofa, who was working on 'Oromo Derivatives! at the time 
this atudy was being done , forms like / ru-rrukkuta/ 'hits' derived from 
verbs of repeated actions such as /ru-rrukkutte/ 'he hit repeatedly' 
may be NOUNS. 

26 
cf. note 22. 

27cf • P. :'.5 • 

28 
cf. 1) • p . 

29 
cf. 14. p. 

JOcf • p. 15 

JIYerbS" like ADJECTIVES, may be derived from these same roots 
by adding the suffix /-e/ which may be a past tense morpheme. Thus" 
\lIe have, 

/k 'op'p'a? -e/ 'he became ready' 
/k 'ulk'ula? -e/ 'h e became pure' 
/k 'op' p 'o ft-e/ 'you became ready' 
/k'op'p'oftani/ 'you (pl.) bec~me rea dy ' 
/k 'op'p' a ? ani/ 'they became ready' 

It may be said that there is at a higher level a root like /k 'op'p' ut-/ 
which is /;.verb7 . Thus, it becomes an ADJECTIVE when /-aa/ is suffixed 
and a verb when-/-e/ is added. 

J2The cha nge of /a/ to /0/ , and /./ to /f/ seems to have resulted 
from the fact tha t forms in "/hich such changes are apparent have in­
finitives like, 

/k ' op , p , a ~ u/ 
/k 'u1k 'ul .. ~ u/ 

when the suffix /- tuu/ is added 
the fo llowing: 

r'-'~w/-U 
a _._,., 0/ -w 

w~.'''' f/-c 

fto become ready' 
'to become pure' 
to such forms ., we notice changes like 

The changes may be explained phonologica lly as being one of weakening 
and rounding. It also seems that the rules are ordered since /a/ should 
change to / 0 / before / w / changes to / f / . There are also such 
caaeo in th e verb system. 

/ maci!a;> u/ 
/mal!l:a?-e/ 
/maceofte/ 
/maaofne/ 

'to get drunk' 
'he or I got drunk' 
'you sg. got drunk' 
'we got drank' 



/ - 0/ . 

/rna l!~ofte/ 
/rnal!i!o ftan i/ 
/rna~l!n r nni / 

' She got drun!<' 
' you pl . got drunk 
'they got drunk' 

33Verbs c a n a lso be der ived from these same roots by affixing 

Examples, 
/kenn- e/ 
/bu?-e/ 
/du ?-e/ 
/fayy- e/ 

'h e gave ' 
'he ga ine d' 
' he die d' 
'h e became ' 

31,M . . . . orena, OPe c ~t . , p. 1 2~ bellevcs that NOUNS e nd1ng 1n 
/ - una/ are a bstract NOUNS de rived from other NOUNS. 

35Hore nOl 0I?_ c i t • . , p. 127 • . 

36The genitive i s indica ted in Oromo not by an inflectional 
af'fiJ:: but by a preposition s u ch as 1 kan 7 'of' or f\ p "!3n ce..siv"~ pr(lnoun 
1 ike / kOD / I my' as i n, .) 

/kan hoJjak'abessa/ 'of tall' 
/hojJ'ak' abes s akoo/ ' my tall one' 

3 7 Pronouns, de monstratives , and numerals seem to have no 
identi f iable fo rmal similarities with NOUNS or ADJECTIVES and have 
not been treated as such in the analysis made s o far. 

3
8

Th e general sentence pattern in Oromo is S . O. V. 

39cf • note 25 . 
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