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Preface

The district of Yelmana Dénsa has played its own part in the cultural, social, economic and
political developments of the country. However, like many other districts of the country,
Yelmana Dénsa has not been a focus of scholarly study so far. Therefore, the objective of
current research is to reconstruct the 20" century history of the district of Yelmana Dénsa up
to 1974. The study is also intended to fill some gaps in the existing literature about the rural

local histories of Ethiopia.

A range of sources have been used to reconstruct the history of Yelmana Dénsa. The first way
of collecting sources was intensive library research at the Kennedy and Institute of Ethiopian
Studies (IES) libraries at the Addis Ababa University. I have also gathered information from
the libraries of Bahr Dar University and Adét Secondary and Higher Education Preparatory
School. Valuable information have been drawn particularly from published primary sources
like the letters of Emperor Menilek to regional rulers published by Pawlos Noififio, chronicles,
traveler accounts, and the accounts of Fitawrari Tikld Hawariyat Tékla Maryam, Ras Emeru
Hayli Sellasé and Déjjazmac Kébbadi Tdsdmma. Then, intensive library research enabled me
to establish a general framework of the thesis. [ have also got sufficient background knowledge
essential to write on the history of the district of Yelmana Dénsa from 1901-1974. The second
way of gathering information (data) was careful investigation of archival sources at the
Yelmana Dénsa district Finance, Tourism, Information and Communication, and Municipality
offices. Of the other archival sources involved in the study, those of which I have gathered
from the rich repositories of archives at the National Archives and Library Agency, Dibra
Marqos University Archives and Research Center and Wildd Misqél Tariku Memorial
Research Center (IES) are most vital. Manuscripts, letters and other sources which I have

collected from individuals were also the other valuable assets of the thesis. The most



informative of them is the hand written manuscript of Qdiiazmacé Negatu Sdyfu about the
genealogical links of the people of Yelmana Dénsa with the other Ethiopian peoples and the
administration of Ras Haylu Tikla Haymanot. The manuscript has two parts and pages in Ge'ez
numerals, and hence, I have separately used them as Negatu (1) for genealogies and Negatu (IT)
for the part written on the period of Ras Haylu. One of the sources used in this study even
described it as “the chronicle of Ras Haylu Tikld Haymanot”. It is currently found in the hands
of Ato Wiirqu Negatu who is living in Bahr Dar. Appendices III and IV of the thesis have been
photocopied from the same manuscript. Others like obituaries, receipts and land related
personal documents have also been voluntarily made available by individuals and used to write

the thesis.

I have also systematically interviewed knowledgeable informants living in Yelmana Dénsa and
elsewhere on the main themes of the study. Here, fortunately enough, I also found very essential
to use the most important eye witness oral sources which I gathered in 1999-2000 for my B.Ed
Thesis on the history of Adét town. I have interviewed again those who are still alive. This
eased my field research and enabled me to concentrate deeply on the post liberation period for
which again I could get eye witnesses. It also enabled me to appreciate the variations of oral

information from one generation to another.

The data collected from secondary, archival and oral sources have been carefully selected, cross
checked and examined for its authenticity. Then, the information drawn from authentic and
credible sources were interpreted and analyzed so as to reconstruct the history of Yelmana

Dénsa in the period under study.

The main problems I faced in the course of gathering and analyzing information (data) and
writing the thesis were lack of archival materials in the study area and absence of population

data on the district for the period under investigation. I have tried my best to resolve at least



the first problem by traveling to Dibrda Marqos and Addis Ababa so as to get archival sources

in which [ was very successful.

The thesis consists of four main chapters. The first chapter of the study surveys the pre 20
century history of Yelmana Dénsa as a background to the main themes of the thesis. The next
chapter assesses the major political and socio economic issues of Yelmana Dénsa during the
first three and half decades of the 20" century. The third chapter of the thesis focuses on the
[talian interlude during which the socio economic, cultural and political affairs of the country
in general Yelmana Dénsa district in particular was destabilized. The last chapter of the thesis
also deals with the history of the district of Yelmana Dénsa during the post-liberation period in
which change and continuity have been analyzed. Finally, the conclusion section of the thesis
consolidates the discussions of the main themes of the thesis and gives some concluding

remarks.

vi



Abstract

Yelmana Dénsa is one of the districts of West Gojjam Administrative Zone of Amhara National
Regional State. The existing literature reveals that in the past the territory of Yelmana Dénsa was
an important center of economy, administration and religious activities in Gojjam at least from the

beginning of the 17" century.

In the early 20" century, the importance of Yelmana Dénsa increased than ever before. During the
Italian occupation period (1936-41), Yelmana Dénsa was one of the most renowned centers of
patriotic resistance in Gojjam. Despite the strong resistance there, the Italians successively made
Yelmana Dénsa a center of Vice Rezidenza (1936-37), Rezidenza (1937-38) and Commissionership
(1939-41). The post liberation period also saw increasing changes in the traditional form of
administration, taxation and urbanization in Yelmana Dénsa despite the resistance by the local
population. However, socially, the centuries old forms of social relation, in which particularly

occupational groups were marginalized, still continued throughout the period under study.

Therefore, this thesis has been reconstructed on the history of Yelmana Dénsa district during the
period from 1901 to 1974. It will also try to fill some gaps in the existing literature and shade light

on the root causes of the current social, economic and administrative problems of the district

vii
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Chapter One
Geographical Setting and Historical Background

This introductory chapter of the thesis will try to survey the geographical setting and major
political, social, and economic developments of the region where modern Yelmana Dénsa

district is situated before the 2oth century.
1.1. Geographical Setting

The district of Yelmana Dénsa is located in northern Gojjam. Tts administrative center is Adét
town. At present the district of Yelmana Dénsa is bordered by the districts of Mécha in the
west, Gonj-Qollilla in the east, Qwarit and Sékila in the south and Bahr Dar Zuriya in the

north. It is also separated from South Gondar by the Abbay (Blue Nile) River in the north east.'

The total area of Yelmana Dénsa is 999.8 square kilometers or 99,180 hectares. It is divided in
to 33 rural gabdilés. The landscape of the district is a mixture of plains, plateaus, mountains and
gorges. The district also has black, red and brown types of soil. Climatically, the southern part
of the district along the Adama Mountain (24%) has higher elevation and experiences a ddga
(cold) agro-climatic condition. Much of the central and larger part of Yelmana Densa (64%) is
also plain and experiences a wéiyna déiga (moderate) climate which is conducive for agricultural
production. Hence, this agro-climatic zone is more densely populated than others. However,
the golla area of Yelmana Dénsa along the Abbay gorge in the north (12%) has the lowest
altitude and experiences hot climate. By contrast, the lowest point in Yelmana Dénsa is found

in the golla areas with an altitude of 1,500 meters.”

1y elmana Dénsa District Culture and Tourism Office, “Yii Yelmana Dénsa Wirédda Profile” (Adét,
2005 E.C.), p. 9. ; Annual Report of 2007 E.C. of Yelmana Dénsa District Finance Office to West Gojjam Zone
Finance Office (Adét, Mdskdrdm 2008 E.C.), p. 2.

2yelmana Dénsa District Government Communications Affairs Office, “Yd Yelmana Dénsa Wirada
Gaseta” (Leaflet, Adét, Yikatir, 2004 E.C.).
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Furthermore, since the greater part of the district experiences a moderate type of climate,
Yelmana Dénsa receives an annual average rainfall of 1270 millimeters. The average annual
temperature of the district also reaches up to 17.85" Celsius. However, the low land area of

the district has relatively higher temperature and lower amount of rainfall.’

The highest point in the district is the Adama Mountain with the height of 3,400 meters. The
Adama Mountain is a part of the Amidamit mountain range. It divides the districts of
Yelmana Dénsa, Qwarit, Mécha and Sikila. Mount Adama also has a unique plateau
landscape on top of it, which served as a regional seat of power in the past. In addition,
Mount Adama is the source of almost all the perennial rivers that biscct Yelmana Dénsa or
separate it from other neighbouring districts. The two main rivers that bisect Yelmana Dénsa
itself are Segiz and Sena. Sena River also serves as the natural boundary between the sub-
districts of Dénsa and Yelmana. The two rivers merge at Maginana to the north of Adét town
and flows in to the Abbay River. The other is the Tul River which flows in to the Abbay
River between the hill of Abola and the rural town of Didbrda Mawi. On the other hand, Denj
River, which rises from Adama, separates the districts of Yelmana Dénsa and Mécha and
flows in to Abbay River. In addition, the small river called Berr Adama separates Yelmana
Dénsa from the districts of Sikila and Qwarit. Similarly, Y#zat River, which originates from
Amidamit Mountain, forms the natural boundary between the districts of Yelmana Dénsa and

Gonj Qollilla.*

Regarding the human setting, currently the district of Yelmana Dénsa has an estimated

population of 222, 661 living in rural areas, of which 114, 472 were females and 108, 159

3y elmana Dénsa District Culture and Tourism Office, “Yé Yelmana Dénsa Wirdda Amisirarit Ena
Tarik” (Adét, 2004 E.C.), p. 5. ; Annual Report of 2007 E.C. of Yelmana Dénsa District Finance Office to West
Gojjam Zone Finance Office (Adét, Mdskdrdm 2008 E.C),p. 2.

4Bii Gojjam Téqlay Gezat Yamiginifiu Winzoc”,Wildd Miskil Tariku Memorial Research Center,
Tnstitute of Ethiopian Studies (here after W. M. T. M. A. R. C., IES), Folder Number, Gojjam Téglay Gezat,
n.d.In the north, Yelmana Dénsa is also separated from South Gondar Administrative Zone by river Abbay.

5



were males. In addition to this, the urban population of Adét town is also estimated to be 52,
590, ot which 26, 638 are females and 25,952 are males. Orthodox Christianity and Islam are
also the two dominant religions of Yelmana Dénsa with a distinctive majority of the former.
Since the district is endowed with vast plains of fertile land, agriculture forms the major
economic base of its people. The main crop types of the district include teff, barely, wheat,
maize, peas, beans, potato, spices and the like. Yelmana Dénsa also has a high potential for
animal rearing and honey production. Finally, sources reveal that until recent times much of
the district of Yelmana Dénsa was covered with forest which was the home of varieties of
wild animals. However, due to population growth and deforestation, currently only about 3%
of the district is covered with forest and its wildlife is disappearing. Deforestation and land
overuse have also caused chronic soil erosion in the district of Yelmana Dénsa, which has
reduced its soil fertility resulting in decreasing food production.®

1.2. Historical Background

1.2.1. General Historical Developments in Present Day Yelmana Dénsa District

to the Beginning of the 17" Century

The existing literature reveals that the Agidw people dominated the region south of Lake Tana
including present day Yelmana Dénsa district during the period from the 13® to 17®
centuries.® It also seems that the Amidamit-Gonj areas around present day Yelmana Dénsa

was an important Agaw political center in the past.”

>Annual Repott of 2007 E.C. of Yelmana Dénsa District Finance Office to West Gojjam Zone Finance

Office (Adét, Miskédrdm 2008 E.C.), p. 2. ; Adét Town Administration Integrated Development Plan of 2007
E.C. (Adét Town Administration Finance Office, Adét, Mdaskdrim, 2008 E.C.), p.1.

8C. F. Rey, In the Country of the Blue Nile (New York: Negro University Press, 1927), p. 140.; Asrat
Araya, “A History of Buré Damot Wirida, 1936-1974” (MA Thesis, Addis Ababa University, Department of
History, 2010), pp.7-8.

"Taddesse Tamrat, Church and State in Ethiopia, 1270-1527 (Oxford: the Claredon Press, 1972), pp.
63, 196,202. For instance, there is still today a place called Zan Kemer (Lord of the Mound) in the same area
which was the name of one of the kings of the Agiw, sce Taddesse Tamrat, “Ethiopia in Miniature: The
Peopling of Gojjam,” Twelfih International Conference of Ethiopian Studies, Vol.l (Michigan State University,
1994), p. 957.



However, the Agiaw people were not the earliest inhabitants of Gojjam. For instance, both
Agaw and Gumuz traditions recognize that the Gumuz were displaced by the Agaw from the
region south of Lake Tana as far as present day district of Mécha and the frontiers of Damot.®
On the other hand, Tikld Eyiisus, Fantahun and other authors argue that the Gafat were also
one of the earliest inhabitants of Gojjam living on both sides of the Abbay (Blue Nile) River.”
They argue that from among the descendants of ancient Gafats, Sililo occupied present day
Yelmana Dénsa, Arifa, Acifir and Zigé long before the coming of the Agiiw."? Therefore, it
seems that later on the Agidw of Gojjam dominated the Gafat as well. In this case, Agiw
traditions explain that “La Neta Awiya” /the Seven Houses of Agiaw/ came to Gojjam from
Lasta as hunters during the Zagwé period.'' However, it seems more probable that they came

to Gojjam as patrons of ancient Aksumite trade routes in an earlier time.'?

The Agaws of Gojjam seem to have eventually established a kingdom of their own. However,
the exact time and circumstances leading to the establishment of the Agiw state of Gojjam
are not clearly known. Anyway, early Agiw kings used the royal title of Jan or Zan (Lord)."?

In terms of religion, the Agiw of northern and eastern Gojjam were worshippers of

8Tsega Endalew, Inter—Ethnic Relations on a Frontier: Métikkdl (Ethiopia), 1898 -1991 (Wiesbaden:
Harrassowitz Verlag, 2006), pp.15, 27. ; Taddesse Tamrat, “Nilo- Saharan Interactions with Neighbouring
Highlanders: The Case of the Gumuz Resettlement in Ethiopia” (Addis Ababa University, Institute of
Developmental Research (IDR), 1988), pp. 3-4.

*Tikeld Eydsus Waqejera (dliga), Ya Gojjam Teweled Bimulu Ki Abbay Eskii Abbay, Ed., Germa
Gétahun (Addis Ababa: Addis Ababa University Press, 2003 E.C.), pp. 42-43. ; Fantahun Birhane, *Gojjam:
1800-1855,” (BA Thesis, Addis Ababa University, Department of History, 1973), p.26. See also Taddesse,
“Ethiopia in Miniature,” pp. 954, 960.

Tikeld Eyisus, p.45. ; Taddesse, “Ethiopia in Miniature...”, p. 956.; Alula Yohannes, “A History of
Dimbacha Wirdda to 1991” (MA Thesis, Addis Ababa University, Department of History, 2010), p. 22. The
other ancient personalities of Gafat were Mililo, Diriibé and Siribé.

YTsega, p.27. ; Taddesse Tamrat, “Process of Ethnic Interaction Integration in Ethiopian History: The
Case of Agéw” in Journal of African History, Vol. 29, No 1, (1988), p.11.

Phid.

BG. W. Huntingford, The Historical Geography of Ethiopia: From the First Century AD to 1704 (New
York: Oxford University Press, 1989), pp.79, 87.



mountains, rivers, and trees before they embraced Christianity.'* It also seems that the Agaw

were worshippers of the Zar cult (Agaw sky- god) and spirits like Ghion."?

However, particularly from the 13" century onwards, both Zagwé and Solomonic emperors
tried to extend their rule over the Agiaw kingdom of Gojjam through expanding the frontiers
of Christianity in to the region south of Lake Tana. For instance, hagiographical traditions, as
cited by Taddesse, indicate that Emperor Lalibila (r. c. 1185-1225) sent an army led by his
nephew, Ni'akuto La'Ab, to suppress the rebellion of an Agidw ruler of Gojjam. It seems
that Ni'akuto L#'Ab succeeded in suppressing the rebellion at least temporarily.'®
Furthermore, there are traditions even about new population settlement of the supporters of
Lalibiila in Gojjam during the political conflicts between Emperor Harbé (r. c. 1160 - c.1185)
and him.'” Sources also agree that earlier Zagwé attempts at extending their rule in the region
south of Lake Tana were intensified under the new Solomonic rulers. In this case, the year
1316/17 was a turning point in the history of Gojjam.'® The chronicler mentions that in that
year Emperor Amdi Séyon reached the Amadamit area where Agéw kings exercised political
power. This was the first written mention of the Agiw kingdom Gojjam. Anyway, from the

1316/17 onwards Gojjam became a tributary province of the Christian kingdom of Ethiopia."?

41, S. Trimingham, Islam in Ethiopia (London: Oxford University Press, 1952), p.20. For instance, the
names of Agidw kings like Jan Cuhay (14" century), Zan Kemer (15" century) and geographical features like
Abola Negus and Zan Kemer, denote the lords of the mound of earth and stones, see Huntingford, p. 87.

BTrimingham, pp. 27, 257.

8Taddesse, Church and State, p.63. In addition, according to legend, all the demons with human flesh
making troubles upon Lalibila's Saintly activities in the region were buried beneath mount Abola (Abola
Negus) near Adét town with the help of Angel Ragu'él, see Diyagons Yaréd Gabrd Midhen &Alula Telahun,
“Kiwasira Eskii Girigira,” Hamér Zi Orthodox (The Ethiopian Orthodox Church Mahbird Qedusan,
Magazine, Vol. 10, No. 2, Ginbot/ Siiné 1994 E. C.), p. 22.

YTikli Eyasu, pp. 162-163.
®Taddesse, Church and State, p.190.

¥Nebeyu Eyasu, “Administrative History of Gojjam: 1941-1974” (MA Thesis, Addis Ababa
University, Department of History, 2004), pp. 7-8



However, local opposition to the expansion of Christianity and foundation of churches in the
region south of Lake Tana was still considerable even after the incorporation of Gojjam in to
the Christian state of Ethiopia. For instance, during the early years of Amdi S&yon's reign a
monk named Yafqrind Igzi of Gugban failed to preach Christianity outside of the Lake
islands because he was resisted by the Agiw king named Widim.* Later on, in the carly
13405 another Christian monk named Abba Z4 Yohannes, founder of the island monastery of
Kebran, was imprisoned in the mountains of Amadamit by the king of the Agiw of Gojjam
named Zan Cuhay. As a result, Emperor Amdi $&yon sent many Christian soldiers in to

Gojjam who set free the monk by killing Zan Cuhay.?!

Therefore, it seems that because of the persistent resistance put up by the Agiw of west
Gojjam, the influence of Christianity in the region was minimal before the beginning of the
17" century.*? By contrast, Amdi Seyon's conquest of Gojjam seemed to have been followed
by intensive evangelical activities and settlement of Christian families in eastern Gojjam
particularly during the reigns of Emperors Dawit (r.1382-1412) and Yeshaq (r.1414-1428).
As a result, famous monasteries like Dibri Wirq, Débrd Dima and Mirtoli Maryam were
founded in the region during the 14™ and early 15" centuries. These monasteries and
Christian settlements around them seem to have then served as points of further evangelical
activities in the interior of Gojjam.” Subscquently, other famous monasteries like Wagira

Maryam, Gonj Téwodros Mika él, and Selalo Amanuél were founded to the east of present

OTaddesse, Church and State, p.191.

'Tbid, pp.195-196.

*Taddesse Tamrat, “A Short Note on the Tradition of Pagan Resistance to the Ethiopian Church in the
14" and 15" Centuries,” Jowrnal of Ethiopian Studies, Vol. X, No. 1 (1972), pp. 145-146.

23Tadcil:isse, Church and State, pp.202-203.: Jean Doresse, Ethiopia: Ancient Sites and Temples
(Trans.} (London: Elek Books, 1969), pp.106, 118, 125.



day Yelmana Dénsa territory in the course of the 15™ century.?* Regarding this, tradition has
it that Emperor Yeshaq founded the churches of Adét and Edawré in present day Yelmana
Dénsa, both of which dedicated to the ark of Abuna Géabra Minfas Qedus commonly known
as Abbo. Then, the emperor granted large tracts of land to both churches and the halabbats

whom he had settled at both places.”

It also seems that the Agéw of Gojjam were continuously pushed further west; themselves by
pushing the Gumuz in to the hot areas of Mitikkil.*® There was a saying in eastern Gojjam as
regards to this which reads: “A7M. AALEL A714 OL.AT° L/ literally, as the Agidw migrated,
the Amhara owned [the land]/.”” Here, in the early 16" century, Alvarez also mentioned that
the most important estates of Empress Eléni was found in eastern Gojjam.”*As a result of the
gradual pressure from the Christian state from the east, during the period before the
beginning of the 16" century, eastern Gojjam had already become a region of distinctively
Christian and Amharic speaking peoples.?’ Consequently, the rulers of the Agiw kingdom of
Gojjam during the 15" and 16" centuries assumed Christian names. Accordingly, the ruler of

Gojjam during the reign of Bd'edd Maryam (r.1468-1478) was Negus Anbisa Dawit*°, son of

**Mazimer Abbay and Dibbasu Hulgizé, “Gonj Téwodros Mika'él, Wilyzazert Kidand Meherit and
Gonj Selalo Amanu’¢l” (West Gojjan Culture and Tourism Office, Bahr Dar, 1989 E. C), p.2.
') &
“Informants: Asagré Cikkol, Biyazne Ejegu, Tigifii Ewniitu and Bayih Filligd.; Dista Mogis, “Yi
Adét Katdma Tarik” (Amharic, n.d.), p. 2. ; Geremew Eskezia, “A History of Adét Town from its Foundation to
1974 (B.Ed. Thesis in History, Bahr Dar University, Department of History, 2000), p.3.

*Taddesse, Church and State, p.27. ; Taddesse Tamrat, “Nilo- Saharan Interactions with Neighbouring
Highlanders™, pp. 5-6.

?'Tikla Eyisus, p. 163. ; Billay Mikonnen (Ligd Heruyan), Etégé Taytu Bi Diberd Méwi (Addis

Ababa: Tana Printing Press, 2003 E. C.), p. 88. Tt seems that the process of pushing the Agiiw further west by
the Amhara had already been started during the Zagwé period.

Huntingford, p. 119.
PTaddesse, Church and State, p- 203.

Obid, p.202. Sirsd Maryam and Tikli Séyon were the other Neguses of Gojjam with Christian names
during the reign of Lebnd Dengel, see Taddesse, “Ethiopia in Miniature,” p. 957.
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The Gondarine period was also characterized by continuous land grants and redistributions.
Emperor Susenyos and his successors took two- thirds of the lands in the region south of Lake
Tana by revoking the land grants of previous reigns and allocated it among ¢héwa troops, royal
relatives and the church. Because of this, a new form of land tenure began in the region where
Yelmana Dénsa was situated.® In fact, provincial governors ever since the reign of Susenyos
recruited part of their ¢héwa troops from among the descendants of earlier ¢hdwa settlers who

had already owned rest lands.*

The most famous of all the land grants made by Emperor Susenyos were the lands granted to
the Oromo soldiers who helped him to rise to power. Sources agree that Susenyos settled all
his Oromo followers as ¢hdwa regiments with gult land rights in Damot, Gojjam, Banja, Bilaya
and Bajina (in Lay Armagheho).®® Here, Asmid Giyorgis mentions that Susenyos settled the
Mécha, Qéro, Basso and other Oromo clans in the region to the south and south west of Lake
Tana.®” The Chronicler Takld Sellasé in his part mentions that Emperor Susenyos also settled
the Wirrénte$a Oromo in Ginz north of modern Dibri Méwi.® The other important and well
documented land grants made by Emperor Susenyds were the lands granted to his Cz;th;)lic
half-brother, Ras Se'eli Kerestos, in 1627, in present day Sikéila-Dabra Méwi area such as

Misqil Has, L&jj Ambéra, Sima Ras, Kébdsa (now Jiv Asra), Qulghi and Saliia, and in

STnformant: Alimay Bogald. ; Hubtamu Mengstie, Lord, Zéga and Peasant: Study of Property and
Agrarian Relations in Rural Eastern Gojjam (Addis Ababa: Forum for Social Studies, 2004), pp. 29-30. ;
Crummey, p. 72.

85Abir, p.197. The good example for these ¢hawa troops were the Henagch Hadari in Qollilla. See
Appendix II.

% Among others see, Crummey, p.74. ; Aman, p. 336.
"Bairu, pp. 280-281.

8Tikld Sellasé, p. 105.
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Bigémder.®

Furthermore, Ras S¢’cli Kerestos and his commander Asgader Amdé Eyésus had both Amhara
and Oromo ¢héwa troops operating in Damot including present day Yelmana Dénsa against
the anti-Catholic partisans.”® Takld Sellas¢ states that Asgader was a Henach Azmac
(commander of the Henach troops) under Se'eld Kerstos.”" The Amhara ¢héwa troops were
recruited from Sayent, Wadla, Lasta and other adjoining areas.”* In relation to this, Tdkld
Eyésus mentions the names of the localities in Damot Proper which were under the restdi-gult
supervision of Ras Asgader. They included Zigé as a whole, Mécha, Gafit Gibra'él, Dehit
Gibra'él, Mindird Eyasus; Ayqituba Giyorgis from Yelmana; and Yenach Abbo and Yenagh
Maryam from Qollilla.”® Ras Amdé Eyisus (Amdo) Téwodros was the other military leader of
Ras Se'eli Kerstos.”™ Amdi Eyésus had lands at Gafit Gabra'él, Tangova Abbo and modem
Adét localities on which he had settled parts of his chdwa troops.” Part of Ras Se'ela
Kerestos's troops also consisted of Muslim contingents called Kokdb (Star).”® For instance, a
certain Muslim named Ali who was under Asgader has been traditionally recognized as the

founding father of rest land owning Muslims of Yelmana Dénsa. In short, it seems that Ras

8Huntingford, p. 179. Tikli Sellasé further mentions that Se’elid Kerestos was also given lands from
Emfraz to Qaroda in Bigémder, see Tikld Sellas¢, p. 209.

70T;ikl4 Sellasé, p. 139. ; Pankhurst, p. 341. ; Bairu, pp. 394-395. According to the same sources, the
anti-Catholics were called Damot Hadari consisting of Baher Amara, Dérara and Wugér.

Tikeld Sellasé, p. 238. Still today the settlement of these ¢hdwa troops bears the name Yenagh in
Qollilla. See Appendix I.

2Bairu, pp.879-880.
73Tikld Eyisus, p. 263.

MNegatu (I), pp. 35, 56.

7S[bid. ; Informants: AsSageré Ciikkol, Taddéisi Giibra Maryam, Tawaba Ay&ih and Asdber Bayh.

76 Absir, p. 198. The same author states that this included Portuguese and Turkish musketeers.
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Se'eld Kerestos and his commanders settled all their Amhara and Oromo ¢hdwa troops, among

others, in present day Yelmana Dénsa, Mégha, Adafar and Agiaw Meder.”’

The Gafat were the other group of people who settled in present day Yelmana Dénsa district
already during the reign of Susenyos.”® According to tradition, the leader of the Gafat of the
locality of Adét during the early 17" century was a certain Ddjjazmac Demahuney. The land
granted to them extended from Adet to the Sena River in the cast and Felsata Diber locality in

the south. Negatu mentions that the land granted to the Gafat at Adét was called ‘Lol [0A]

220 P24 andol” [ the land of the seven Gafat horse [men] /. This suggests that the seven

Gafat families of Adét locality were originally horsemen, and hence, military settlers.”

The Oromo, Amhara and Gafats were only the bigger settlers of Yelmana Dénsa during the
early 17" century. There were some other smaller and isolated groups who settled in the same
district at about the same time.®® This best exemplifies what the early 17" century Jesuit
Missionary, Manoel de Almeida, remarks about the mixture of ethnic groups and languages in
Gojjam. Almeida says: “...within a short distance are found one village of Damotes, another

of Gafats, another of Xdoas, another of Zeites, another of Xates apart from the Agaus [Agaw],

77Tikld Sellasé, p. 190. ; Dawit, p. 4.

78Taddesse Tamrat, “Ethnic Interaction and Integration in Ethiopian History: The Case of Gafat”
Journal of Ethiopian Studies, Vol. XXI, November 1988, pp. 142, 145.

79Negatu (I), pp. 36-37.An extract taken by Selashi Mengistie from the Synxarium at Dima Giyorgis
monastery also state that Mimeher Tawildad Hesan built the church of Qwara Séyon at Adét during the reign of
Susenyos and made it a rim of Dima Giyorgis with 16 amolé (salt bar) annual tribute, see Silesh Mengistie,
Appendix Number 26. Médmeher Tiwoldd Hesan, whose son, Takla Hawaryat was the son in law of Emperor
Susenyos, then settled his relatives from Dima as balabbats around the same church, see Negatu (1), p. 36. See
also Giibrd Miisgil Tebibu, “Inaugural Speech on the Foundation of Serha Seyon Bi'ata La Maryam Church”
(MS, Sereha Seyon Church Foundation Committee, Adét, Maskirim 24, 1991 E.C.).

80This included the inhabitants of the localities of Damot Sellasé in Enzigedem and Kon¢ Sellasé south
of Adét who seem to have been an off shoot of the Damotes. But, the inhabitants of the localities of Wiigdé (around
Adét and Endmisda close to Adama Mountain), Gedem and Wildgé (in Qollilla) appear to have been originated
from Medieval Amhara province during the 17" century. The ¢hdwa called GanZz (now Ganj) also originated from
the region south of the Abbay River during the reigns of Emperors Gilawdéwos and Sérsd Dengel.
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Gongas [Senadas] and others who are more native to the country...”.*! However, it should be
noted that one of the lasting effects of the expansion of the Christian Kingdom of Ethiopia,
ever since the early medieval period, was the spread of Christianity and Amharic language in
newly conquered areas.®? Thus, all the group of people who had settled in Yelmana Dénsa
territory during the 17" and the 18" centuries eventually evolved in to Christian and Amharic
speaking peoples, as it was the case in other parts of the Gondarine Kingdom. It seems that
they intermarried with the already existing communitics, and with one another, to the extent of

completely losing their original identities and customs.®

Gondarine monarchs since the reign of Fasiladas also redistributed land in the kingdom among
their Amhara and Oromo retainers and soldiers, and the church in the region south of Lake
Tana. To begin with, the military leaders of emperor Fasiladas, Rasbitwdddcid Walda Giyorgis
in Damot® and Ras Asgader Amdi Eyisus in Gojjam, were the two most important military
leaders responsible for the same task.®In connection to this, oral tradition states that: “4-(Lé\
Awd-i MAL 1PCLA (.LWeIL7 as Fasil granted, Wildd Gyorgis distributed the land /.5
Regarding this, Aman suggests that Wiyzéro Adi (Ady) was one of the wives of Emperor

Fasiladas and mother of Inqoyopa Séyon (Sabeld Wingél afterl 686).5” According to tradition,

81Taddesse, “Ethiopia in Miniature,” p. 960.

82Crummey, p. 21.Today there are places in Yelmana Dénsa namely Zéit, Sat, Afemin, Siwa Méda
and so on which indicates the admixture of different group of peoples in the district in earlier times.

81bid. ; Geremew, p.6. The other arcas included Semén, Bigémder and Gojjam.

8Negatu (1), p. 21. ; Zelalem Abera, “Adét: A Historical Survey to 19917 (BA Thesis, Addis Ababa
University, Department of History, 2000), p. 2. ; Geremew, pp. 9-10

8Habtamu, p.31. ; Tikld Eyisus, p. 263.

8Informants: Yarom Aldmu, AsSageré Cikkol and Tiwabi Ayéih. ; Yelmana Dénsa District Culture
and Tourism Office, “Yidmiseheb Habeto¢ Tenatawi Mirdja”, p. 7.

8 Aman, p.344. The same author describes Wayziro Ady (Adi) of being a daughter of a Wagsum of
Lasta (Zagwé).
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the church of Adét Hanna and the approximately seven gasa lands around it called Gomédng¢
belonged to Wdyzdiro Adi.®® Many localities of GinZ and Qolldlla were also the gult (fiefs) of
her daughter, Inqoyopa Séyon, better known by the name Sibeld Wiingél.* Besides, Inqoyopa
Seyon's husband, Ddjjazmac Willg, definitely an Oromo by origin, was made governor of
Damot which he ruled until he rebelled in 1686.%° Tradition has it that Sdbld Wangél built
houses made of stone and lime at her fiefs at Safetimiiifi in Ganz and Gemb Kidand Mcherat
near Fasilidis locality in Qollilla.”’ In addition, she built the church of Wiayzazet Kidana
Mebherit in Qollélla and granted lands to it.22 The 18" century Scottish traveler, James Bruce,
describes about this fact like:

The county round Ibaba [Yebaba] is the most pleasant and fertile not of Maitsha

[Mécha] only, but of all Abyssinia [Ethiopiaf, especially that part of Colala

[Oollilla] between Ibaba [Yebaba] and Gojam, where the principal Ozoros

[Wiiyziros] have houses and possessions, called Goult [gult ] or fiefs, which
they have received from their respective ancestors when kings...”?

Undoubtedly, Bruce's description includes princess Sabeld Wingél, her mother, Wayzaro Adi
and other lesser gult owning Wiyzdiros. These gult lands were free from state taxes, tributes
and other exactions. In relation to this, tradition says: “NMGHC £A 7NCE ON"TL £A

9o e /there is no tribute among the Wiyzdro as there is no land in the sky/ 24

8] formants: Dimelldw Ayild, Bayih Filligi and Taddisd Gébrd Maryam. ; Wargendh Gétahun, “Ya
Adét Tarik” /History of Adét Town/, Amharic, n.d. ; Yelmana Dénsa District Culture and Tourism Office,
“Yamiseheb Habeto¢ Tenatawi Mérija”, p. 7.

nformants: Alimay Bogali, Dimelliw Ayild and A3sagere Cikkol. ; Merid Welde Aregay, “Some
inedited Land Charters of Emperor Sirsii Dengel”, pp. 91, 95. See Appendix I.

0 Aman, p.344.

9 formants; Alimay Bogald, Dimelliw Ayili and Ai§ageré Cikkol.

2pid. ; Mizimer and Dibbasu, p. 30.

BBruce, Vol., IV, p. 25.

9Fantahun, p. 25. This was what was called Yiwdyzdro Agdr. Tikld Scllas¢ remarks that Ras Se’eld

Kerstos strongly requested to take hold of these lands, but his request was out rightly rejected by Emperor
Susenyos, Tikld Sellase, p. 213.
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Similarly, among others, the locality of Adét extending up to the parish of Seggiiz Eyisus now
came under the gu/t jurisdiction of Rasbitwddddid Wildi Giyorgis, mentioned above. Tradition
has it that Wildd Giyorgis exchanged the land at Adét by his land at Deredra Abbo in modern
Mecgha district with the earlier Oromo gu/f land owners. Anyway, Wildi Giyorgis built the
monastery of Adét Mddhané Aldm in the middle of the 17" century. Then, he made his four
sons namely Ddjjazmaces Wisinsigid, Mika'¢l, Za Mildkot and Gilawdéwos restd-gult land
owning Gidbdzes (secular protectors of the monastery) in perpetuity. Likewise, Wildd Giyorgis
made his four sisters namely Eksosawit, Wiliti Hawaryat, Fasikawit and Gistawit monastic
restd-gult landowners. Rasbitwdddid Wilda Giyorgis also gave land to a Muslim named Ali,
described above, at Erebereb in the southern parts of the parish of Adét. Therefore, these nine
intermediate ancestors were traditionally called “09° %k @2L 2T HMYT M. AN/ the eight
Wigde, the ninth Ali/. This was l-aecause Wildi Giyorgis and his sisters maternally belonged
to Wigda in Amhara Saynt. Then, Wild4 Giyorgis granted several rim lands, including the
large tracts of land of Waiyziro Adi at Adét Hanna (Gomingé), to the monastery of Adét
Midhané Alam. Here, it should also be noted that the name Adét is derived from the name of

Wiyziro Adi (Ady).”

Emperors Eyasu 1 and Bikafa (r.1706-1730) continued the Gondarine tradition of land
redistribution. Among others, Eyasu [ settled several Oromo clans as ¢hdwa regiments in
present day Yelmana Dénsa, Mégha and Acifir districts.”® Likewise, on coming to power

Emperor Bikafa made land grants in areas of Dénsa, GinZ and Damot to ¢hdwa regiments,

®Tikld Byisus, p. 200. ; Negatu, pp. 16, 23, 25. ; Wirgenih Gétahun. “Ya Adét Tarik™/, typed, n.d. p.
1.5 All my informants also recite this tradition. They claim that the sons of Wildi Giyorgis were born from
different mothers. There was also a nephew of the Rasbifwdddéid namely Lud Terito who had a rest land at
Adét. Informants also claim that the chief of the Oromo clans of Adét locality named Bugasa was addicted to
tobacco smoking and found the locality of Derdera more favourable for growing this myrrh.

% pankhurst, pp.317 - 319.
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royal relatives, churches and zilans (nomads).”” Sources indicate that Biikafa was born in the
locality of Adét by the granddaughter of Rasbitwdidddd Wilda Giyorgis namely Wdyzdiro
Maryamawit Mika'el.”® Hence, Bikafa claimed parts of Dénsa and Ginj as: “9°A07
AT A9 Fa™ 7 AME /as Mosibo is good for white teff [Eragrotis teff], Safetimifiii is good
for mead [honey].” Besides, Emperor Bikafa built the church of Fatman Mika'él at the
southern end of the parish of Adét and granted lands to it on which he settled four balabbats.
Then, Bikafa made this newly constructed church a gefdif or rim of the monastery of Adeét
01

Midhané Aldim'®with a total annual tribute of 60 madega (jar) of grain.’

1.2.3. The Predominance of the Oromo and the Emergence of Yelmana Dénsa as
A Distinct Administrative Unit: ¢.1700-¢.1770

As mentioned above, Emperor Susenyos had begun the process of settling Oromos in the region
south and south west of Lake Tana extending to include present day Yelmana Dénsa district.
In addition, Negatu indicates that one of Rasbitwddddd Wilda Giyorgis's war commanders and
brother-in-law in Adét locality was Fitawrari Dissassa who was an Oromo by origin.
Furthermore, tradition has it that Emperor Fasiladas settled ten Gutta Oromo clans in Sarka

around modern Dibrd Mawi.'%* The process of settling peaceable Oromos as military regiments

9Negatu (1), pp.33, 65-66; Informants: Taddisd Gébri Maryam, Sentayihu Ayaléw and Dimelliw
Ayili,

%BTikla Eyisus, p. 200. ; Negatu (1), pp. 33-34. ; Tikli Sadiq, p. 233. ; Aman, p. 366. ; Informants:
Taddési Gabrd Maryam, Sentayihu Ayaléw and Diamellaw Ayéla. The same sources indicate that Emperor Bikafa
built a small royal residence near the compound of his mother, Maryamawit, at Erebereb in Adét locality.

#nformants: Sentayihu Ayaléw, Zilliqi Allillefiii and Tawabi Ayéih. ; Negatu (I), p. 66.
10Negatu (1), pp. 33-34. ; Informants: Tawabi Ay¢ih and Zilldqi Allallefifi. These sources indicate

that there were dwellers in the same locality by the time Békata settled his own balabbats on it namely Bilénno,
Meiiren, Gitto and BuSeyi. These were probably elements of Oromo Settlers of an earlier time.

10INegatu (1), pp. 33-34.
192Negatu (1), pp. 31-32. ; Informants: Biyazné Ejegu, Fantahun Enyiw. The ten Oromo family names

were Akidyu, Nunnu, Channé, Boru, Waqo, Yélo, Daddu, Bédésso, Kito and Alélu. ; Tikld Sadiq also simply
states that Fasiladas fought with the Oromo around Lake Tana and in Damot by then, see Tikld Sadiq, p. 155.
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in Yelmana Dénsa and other areas of the Gondarine kingdom also continued by Eyasu I and
his successors. Bruce describes that Eyasu I and his successors brought several Oromo = clans
from south of the Abbay and settled them along the Abbay river in Gojjam and in the region
south and southwest of Lake Tana as military regiments. Here, Bruce provides us particular
references to the Ilma and Dénsa (also called Almana Dénsa) Oromo clans who were made
chiwa settlers in modern Yelmana Dénsa by Eyasu I in the late 17" century.'® As usual, the
tribute obligation of these ¢hdwa regiments was offering military service to the Gondarine
state. According to tradition, the district name of Yelmana Dénsa comes from the names of
these two Oromo clans-Ilma and Dénsa. Informants claim that each of the two Oromo clans
originally consisted of 500 horsemen originating from Genda Birit area south of the Abbay

River.'™

Moreover, because of the increasing settlement of various Oromo clans in it, a new ethno-
geographical and administrative unit called “Mégha Proper” emerged out of “Damot Proper”
in the region to the south and southwest of Lake Tana. Mécha Proper took shape apparently
during the early 18" century. Bruce mentions that Mécha Proper extended from the Abbay
River in the west to Abiya River in the east and from Lake Tana in the north to Jimma River
in the south and to Agiw Meder in the southwest. The capital of Mécha proper was Yebaba,
which was one of the largest towns of the Gondarine kingdom. The town had a daily market
and presumably a large population. However, in earlier times Yebaba was the capital of the

whole region comprising Gojjam, Damot and Agéiw Meder.'®

1033 rce, Vol. 111, pp. 421, 545-546 and Vol., IV, p. 23. ; Bairu, p. 878. Sec also Pankhurst, pp. 315-
317. The place called Dénsa Edari, which surrounds the vast field in Dénsa near the hill of Galla Wiildé, was
probably the corruption of Dénsa Hadari (the ¢hdwa troops of Dénsa).

104 nformants: ASageré Cikkol, Alimay Bogald, Fintahun Enyiw, and A'emro Sefiraw.

195Bruce, Vol. 1V, pp.23-25. See picture one above.
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As mentioned above, Yebaba was the seat of an official called Yebaba Azaz (governor of
Yebaba). The Yebaba Azaz was a trusted official accountable to the Rasbiwdddid of the
Gondarine emperor.'” The 19" century British envoy to the court of Ras Ali IT (r.1831-1853),
Walter Plowden, also agrees with Bruce's description about the geographical extents of
“M¢gha province,” the warrior character of its people and the office of Yebaba Azaz. Plowden
further remarks that the Amharic language of the people of Mégha, including Yelmana Dénsa,
had much resemblance with the language of the Oromo south of the Abbay River. This reveals
that the different Mécha Oromo clans settled in the province of Mégha had already been

assimilated with the already existing Christian and Ambharic speaking population.'®’

Besides, the 18" century was marked by the steady growth of the influence of the Oromo of
the kingdom, including those from Mégha province, in the Gondarine politics. To begin with,
the unlawful assassination of Eyasu [ in 1706 aroused much indignation among his loyal
supporters in Mégha, Agiw Meder, Gojjam and Damot. In September 1707 they crowned a
certain Birbela Wirifina with the potent name of Emperor Amda Seyon at Yebaba. However,
after three weeks Amdéd S€yon was slain at the battle of Qabdro Méda near Yebaba by the
imperial force commanded by Emperor Tdkla Haymanot's (r.1706-1708) governor of Gojjam,
Ras Darmin. This battle caused heavy casualties on both sides. Among others, many prominent
leaders of the Qebat (Unction) faith from Gojjam were slain.'® The soldiers of Darmin also

killed the Agéiw chief named Azaz Cuhay and many of his fighters. However, according to

1067hid. ; Bilay, p. 54.

17Walter Plowden Travels in Abyssinia and the Galla Country (London: Longmans, Green, and Co.,
1868), pp. 251-252.Popular tradition also recognizes the region “h ALY Ahh NAF”, extending from Abiya River
near Mota town to Bilaya, as one Agdr (territory or country), see Diyagons Yaréd Gibri Midhen & Alula
Telahun, p. 22.

©8Crummey, p. 91. ; Bruce, Vol. 11, pp. 530-531.; Taddesse, “Process of Ethnic Interaction and
Integration....The Case of Agaw”, p. 17. For the name Amdi Seyon see also, Aman, p. 363. ; Tikli Sadiq, pp.
213-214. For the name Bérbela Warrinfia see Takld Eydsus Wagejra, “Yid Gojjam Tarik, Chapter 20” (MS,
Institute of Ethiopian Studies, No. 254) pp. 135-136.
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Bruce, the greatest loss on the side of the rebel army fell up on “the common men of lImana
Dénsa” (now Yelmana Dénsa).'”” Thereafter, a relative of Amda Seyon namely Ddjjazmac
Wildi Abib became a rebel in Mégha and Damot areas. Other loyal supporters of Eyasu I such
as the Agiw nobles were also waiting for the coming of an opportune time to avenge his
death."'® In June 1708, Emperor Tikli Haymanot marched to what Bruce describes “...the
country called Idi [Ady]” '"'(now Adét) to attack Ddjjazmac Wildd Abib. However, a pre-
planned conspiracy made by the Agdw nobles at Adét ended up in the assassination of Emperor

Tikla Haymanot at Azina Mika'él in Agiw Meder.''?

Likewise, in March 1710 Ddjjazmac Tigi assembled many Oromo fighters and rebelled in
Gojjam against the next Emperor, Téwoflos (r. 1708-1710). He proclaimed a certain pretender
at Yebaba. However, Tewoflos's ¢hdwa troops defeated Tigi at Yebaba. Tigi's Oromo troops
took shelter in a sanctuary church called Débrd Sdma’et, near Yebaba. The church was set on
fire by ndift (gun) under the order of the emperor. Those Oromo fighters inside the church were
apparently entirely perished, but the pretender permanently escaped, while Tigi was killed at
Wiramit near Lake Tana. Tradition further states that following this event, Téwoflos rebuilt
the church with stone and lime and then renamed it Dibri Mawi (Mountain of Victory).'"?

However, Bruce describes that the church had originally been built and named so by Eyasu 1

19Bruce, Vol. I1, p. 530. ; Dissé Qilib, Tariki Négdst (Addis Ababa: The Ethiopian Orthodox Church
Mahebird Qedusan, 2007 E.C.), p. 296. For AzaZz Cuhay, see Tikld Eyisus, “Yi Gojjam Tarik, Chapter 20", pp.
135-136. ; Taddesse, Ibid.

105k l4 Sadiq, pp. 214-215. ; Aman, p. 363.

MBrce, Vol. 11, p. 531.

12T3kla Sadiq, pp. 214-215. ; Aman, p. 363. However, for Bruce the purpose of the emperor’s march
in to Adét was to hunt the buffalo, see Bruce, Vol. IT, p. 531.

WDgssé Qilib, pp. 300-301. ; Bruce, Vol. IT, pp. 536-537. Tradition further states that the church was
completed during the reign of the next emperor, Dawit IIT (r. 1711-1717).
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following his victory over the Oromo fighters in the plain of Mécha.'"

Furthermore, at the beginning of the reign of Bikafa (r.1721-1730), the Oromo cavalry of
[lmana Dénsa commanded by AzaZ Benyam Anstanyos (the Yebaba Azaz) played a principal
role in the suppression of the rebellion of Black troops called Wulaj and Kinisa in Gondar in
1721.'"% Moreover, Wirififia Waso was the famous Oromo courtier of Emperors Békafa and
his son Eyasu II (r.1730-1755). Biikafa appointed Wiranfia governor of Buré-Damot and Agéw
Meder with the title of Qdiiiiazmac."'® After the death of Bikafa, due to her political genius,
Mentewab also appointed Wiiriififia governor of Buré Damot and Mégha Proper in 1730 with
the title of Déjjazmac¢. Commanding the cavalries of Ilmana, Dénsa, Mégha, Macakkil, Burc-
Damot and Jawi Oromos, Ddjjazmac Wirifina crushed several rebellions during both reigns in
the north as well as the south. Among others, Wirififia played a principal role in the suppression
of the rebellions in Lasta (1725), Mégha (1730), Agaw Meder, and Gondar (1733).'""According
to Bruce, Wiriiiia bitterly crushed the Oromos of Mégha province at the battle of Adama in

Dénsa in 1730.''3

To elaborate further Wiirdfinia's role in suppression of the rebellion in Gondar, as an example,
it seems that some sections of the people of the Gondarine kingdom were unhappy with the

dominant political position of the family from Qwara in Gondar led by Empress Mentewab.'"

W Rmce, Vol. 11, 536.

USDissé Qalib, p. 315. ; Pankhurst, pp. 361-362. ; Tikld Sadiq, p. 242. The other troops involved in
the suppression of these rebel troops in Gondar were the Singéfifia (the Woeful) ¢hidwa of Bikafa. Bakafa
recruited Oromo contingents, for instance, from the Megha of Buré Damot and armed them with muskets, see
Harold G. Marcus, A4 History of Ethiopia (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1994), p. 47.

16pankhurst, pp. 318-319. ; Asrat, pp. 13-14.

Wpankhurst, p. 319. ; Asrat, p. 14.

8B rce, Vol. 111, p. 579.

19T 4kl4 Sadiq, p. 257.
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Therefore, from December 17, 1732 to January 1, 1733, a pretender named Hezkeyas,
accompanied by Fitawrari Tinsé Mammo (the Yebaba AzaZ) and his Oromo fighters from
Mégha besieged the royal palace at Gondar. Tt seems that Menetewab's relatives could have
suppressed this rebellion'*%only after the arrival of Wirififia at the head of a huge Oromo
cavalry. Under Wirdfifa's command were 4zaZ Giyorgis Anstanyos at the head of Ilmana,
Dénsa and Mégha; and Ddjjazmac Willé and Fitawrari Timbé at the head of Buré-Damot and
Jawi Oromo cavalries, respectively. Finally, the battle of Fenter was fought near Gondar on
January 1, 1733, till the evening with firmness.'*! Bruce claims that the rebels were finally
overcome after Wiirdfifia had ordered all his Oromo cavalries of “Ilmana, Dénsa and Mécha to
leave their horses and charge the enemy on foot”.'?* Hezkeyas was captured and imprisoned at
Wiihni Amba. However, his commander, Tans¢é (Téinsay) was hanged in Gondar. In this way,
the mighty Oromo cavalry from the southern part of the kingdom saved Emperor Eyasu IT and

Empress Mentewab. '

Wiranna was given the post of Yebaba Azaz# including the territories of Ilmana and Dénsa in
addition to the governor ship of Damot and Agiw Meder in return for his active roles in the
suppression of the rebellion in Gondar.'** Wirififia was also given the rank of Fitawrari and
commanded the disastrous expeditions of 1742 and 1744 against the kingdom of Funj (Sennar)

in the Sudan.'® This military expedition is traditionally known in Yelmana Dénsa as Yé Beiliw

0Crummey, 102-103.

121Crumrney, p- 102.; Asrat, p. 14. ; Bruce, Vol. I1, pp. 624-625. ; Tikld Sadiq, pp. 257-260. However,
for Bruce the date for the battle of Fenter was January 20, 1735,

12B1uce, Vol. 11, p. 627.
12Tikld Sadiq, p. 260. ; Bairu, pp. 426-427. ; Asrat, p. 14.
12Bruce, Vol. II, p. 624. Today, there is a place called Waso Bar (the gate of Wa3o) near Yebaba.

125 Asrat, p. 14. ; Pankhurst, p. 443. ; Crummey, p. 98.

25



Zimdca (the Biliw Campaign).'*® Eventually, for his bravery and faithful works to the
Gondarine state, Emperor Eyasu Il made Wirififia the governor of all the southern provinces
comprising Damot, Mécha, Agiw Meder and Bigémder with the rank of Ddjjazmac.'”’
Furthermore, Ddjjazmac Wirinna was, as one of the most influential persons of the period,
permitted to grant gult governorships to his soldiers in the provinces under his rule. In addition,
Wiiranna brought new Oromo fighters from Gendi Barét and Amuru areas south of the Abbay

River and granted gult lands to them.'?®

Dadjjazmac Wirinna died in 1763 while fighting against the Agiw peoples led by Nanna
Giyorgis.'*” His son, Dédjjazmac (later Ras) Fasil, succeeded him as governor of Damot in 1764.
Fasil took this post by killing the new appointee of Mentwab, Ddjjazmac E§ité Mirqoréwos,
at a battle."” Besides, informants state that one of Fasil's seats of power was at the plain on the
top of Adama mountain in Dénsa."*' Like his father before him, Fasil brought new Oromo
fighters from Genda Bérit and Amuru areas and granted to them gulf lands in Damot, Agiw
Meder and Mégha. The gult lands continuously granted to Oromo courtiers and soldiers in the
provinces of Mécha, Buré-Damot, Agaw Meder and Bigémder since the 17" century Eave
come to be identified by the name Yd Galla [Oromo] Serrit (the lands granted to the Oromo)
or Yd Galla [Oromo] Wild (the lands of Oromo descent).Like the case of Gondarine Emperors

before them, oral tradition states that; “Mé&% NPonldd. 400 NLALAMD.” / as Wirififia

126Nf::gatu (1), p. 28, 95.

127pankhurst, p. 319.; Asrat, pp. 14-15.

128 A srat, p.15.

129pankhurst, 320.

308 mce, Vol. I, p. 533. ; Pankhurst, p.321.

BUnformants: Tadddsa Endaliw, Dafifiaw Taddisi and Lemineh Baldw.
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granted, Fasj] redistributed [the land]/."2 [ this case, as indicated above, informants invariably
state that Yelmana Dénsa was originally the gult land of “the one thousand Oromg horsemen
who were settled there durin g the 17t century”. They evidenced this event, among others, by
the name of Seggéz (that which was ruled by one thousand [¢hiwal) river which bisects the

territory of Dénsa in to twe parts, 33

Moreover, the influence of the Oromos of south and southwest of Lake Tana at the court of

Gondar reached its peak under Ras Fasil. Commanding his strong Oromo cavalry Ras Fasil

also participated in the early power struggles of the Zimding Masafent (Era of Princes).34 [

an invincible hatred to Ras Mikael”. Thus, Ras Mika'g] made devastating campaigns against

Wodajii and Fasil a5 fur as Agiw Meder. 137

Baliw, Fantahup Enyiw, Bayih F. dlligd, Tawabg Aycih. For the case of Gondarine emperors refer to note number
86 above. I addition, it was sajq ‘G0N N9ata.: AL Noo-tgm . ag Fasiladas granted the land and measyreqd
by Iyasu /, see Tecle Haimanot Gebre Silassie, “The Waito of Lake Tana: An Ethno- History” (M A Thesis, Addis
Ababa University, History, 1984), p. 28.

1331‘!11°0mmnts: All my informants recite this tradition, but their most preferred date for this event is the

reign of Fasiladas, For a similar e of one thousand chéiwa cavalry led by Rgs Asgader over castern Gojjam

during the reign of Fasiladag see Habtanmu, p-31; and for the name of a similar river called geggéz in eastern
Gojjam see Humingfm‘d, p. 198,

Asrat, p.17. s Tikla Sadiq, p. 276,
the head of huge army wih the invitation of Empress Mentewab (o counter the challenge of (he Wiillo family.

“Bruce, VoI, I, p. 421. ; see also Pankhurst, p. 323
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Ra ehul, the “astute"
ruler of Tegray and sometime master of Gondér,
whose rise to power curtailed increasing Oromo
influence at the capital.

From 1. Bruce, Travels (o Discover the Source of
the Nife.

"Woodage Asahel" a late
eighteenth century Oromo chief,
and would-be king-maker: an
engraving based on a sketch by
James Bruce's Italian draftsman
Luigi Balugani.




1.2. 4. Yelmana Dénsa District During the Zimiini Misafen (Era of Princes, 1769-

1855) and After: ¢.1770s —¢. 1900
In 1775 Ras Fasil died while fighting with a coalition of Amhara nobles. Following this event,
the territories of Yelmana Dénsa, Mégha, Agiw Meder and Damot came under the rule of new
powerful lords of the period namely Ras Kenfu Adam"**and his half-brother, Ddjjazmac Haylu
Adira.'?® The brothers partly belonged to the territory of Yelmana Dénsa. Haylu Addra was
the great grandson of Rasbitwddddid Wilda Giyorgis, the founding father of the parish of Adét,

and Kenfu Adam was the son-in-law of Ras Fasil Wirifia.'*

Diijjazmac Haylu and Ras Kenfu actively participated in the politics of the Zamand Miisafent
until the beginning of the 1780s. The short royal chronicles of Déjjazmac Haylu Esaté indicate
that in 1777 Emperor Solomon II (r. 1777- 1779) made Haylu Adéra governor of Gojjam and
Kenfu of Damot.'*! However, it seems that this soon led to the battle of Sabisa Bir between
the half-brothers on the one hand and Haylu Yosédéq (r.1770-1794) of Gojjam on the other in
which the former emerged victorious.'*? Tt was the order of the day that on July 17, 1779 Kenfu
and Haylu Adéra jointly proclaimed Tikld Gyorgis, nick named Fesamé Mdngest, Emperor at

Yebaba.'*® But, after some eight months, Emperor Tikld Giyorgis learned that Kenfu had

138T3kl4 Saqiq, p. 290. For the death of Ras Fasil see, Marcus, P. 53.

139 formants: Diimelliw Ayild, Fitind Aynalim and Bayih Filliqa; Negatu (I), pp. 28, 95. Ras Kenfu
Addam was the husband of Yodit Fasil. He was also an Agiw descendant of Eyasu I: Amitd Sellasé Eyasu |
—l[iliyas Gora (Déjjazmac) who married Mentwab Cuhay—Terngo—Kenfu Addam and Haylu Adéra. Amita
Sellasé¢ herself was born by a woman of Genda Birit, Adam Siindi died in one of the Bélidw Campaigns mentioned
above and then Terngo was married to Ddjja¢ Adira, see Negatu (T), pp. 28 and 95.

1407bid.

141 Weld Blundell, The Royal Chronicle of Abyssinia, 1769-1840 (Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press, 1922), p. 330. ; Geremew, p. 15. ; [nformants: AsSageré Ciikkol, Tigififid Ewniitu, Tadddsda Gibrd Maryam
and Damelldw Ayila. ; Negatu (I), p. 67.

2B undell, p. 332.

143Bundell, pp. 231, 234. ; W. E. A. Budge, A History of Ethiopia: Nubia & Abyssinia (Two Vols.)
(Oosterhout N: B-Netherlands: Anthropological Publications, 1970), p. 477.
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intended to enthrone Solomon once again. Nonetheless, the then ruler of Bagémder, Déjjazmac
Miibaras Biwgqjitu, defeated the half-brothers at the battle of Maryam Wuha in May 1780, and
handed them over to the emperor.'* The chronicler further states that the brothers escaped
from prison late in that year, but were recaptured around Dangela in June 1781 % Then,
according to oral tradition, Emperor Tikld Giyorgis took them in to captivity for three years
and punished them by blinding one of the eyes of each one of them. Hence, their rest lands in
Adét and Ginj localities of Yelmana Dénsa were traditionally known as “¢ 087 Py

/reparation for the eye/.'*

Since the early 1780s Ras Haylu I of Gojjam gave continued military assistance to Emperor
Tikli Giyorgis I against Ras Ali I (Ali Gwangul) of Yéjju (r.1784-1 789),'"*" and the Emperor
reciprocated this by recognizing Haylu as the governor of Gojjam and Agaw Meder.'** The
next Emperor, Hezkeyas (r.1789-1794), also made Ras Haylu I the governor of the whole river
peninsula of Gojjam together with the post of Yebaba Azaz. " At this point, informants almost
invariably claim that Déjjazmac Haylu Addra founded the famous Saturday market popularly
known as Haylu Gibéya (Haylu market) at Adét following his release from prison by Emperor

Tikld Giyorgis in 1784."°° However, the secondary literature mentions Ras Haylu I of Gojjam

448 undell, p. 254.

5B lundell, p. 266.

WS formants; Assageré Cikkol, Tagaini Ewnitu, Tadddsd Gabrd Maryam and Dimelliw Ayila. ;
Negatu (1), p.67. The chronicler simply states that the emperor leniently blinded the two captives; see, Blundell,
p. 268.

#Eantahun, pp. 1-4. ; Dawit, p.6.

¥8Fantahun, p. 4.

149@-

1501 h formants:; All of my informants agree on it.
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as the founder of the same market place.'”! Anyway, Haylu Gibiya seems to have become a

famous regional market since then.'>

However, Ras Haylu I died in 1794 and Gojjam was repartitioned into its former administrative
units because his descendants disputed among themselves. In fact, in the afterwards, each of
the lords of Gojjam and Damot had the ambition to rule the whole river peninsula of Gojjam
as a single political entity. For instance, Gos$u Ziwdé of Damot (r. 1823-1855) in his an
undated letter to Pope Gregory X VI, introduced himself as: “the Ddjjazmac of Gojjam proper,
of Damot, and of Mécha, and ...of the Galla [Oromo] lands south of the Abbay River...”"
This explains that the province of Mécha including the territory of Yelmana Dénsa was under
the domination of the lords of Damot and Gojjam during the late 18" and first half of the T

centuries.'**

Like other parts of northern Ethiopia, Yelmana Dénsa also suffered from the fighting and
political struggles among the lords of Bigémder, Damot and Gojjam during the late 18" and
first half of 19™ centuries. The lords of Gojjam and Damot did not obey to the Yijju lords. This
led to devastating wars among them. Thus, the district of Yelmana Dénsa, because of its
location between Bigémder and Damot, was one of the important battle grounds of the period.
For instance, God§u of Damot and Ddjjazmac Maru of Dimbya made an alliance against the

Yijju lord, Ras Yemam (r.1825-1828). This led to the battle of Kosso Bir close to Adama

151 A pdussamad Hajj Ahmad, “Trade and Politics in Gojjam, 1882-1935” (MA Thesis, Addis Ababa
University, Department of History, 1980), p. 29; Yelmana Dénsa District Culture and Tourism Office, “Profile of
Yelmana Dénsa Wirdda”, p. 3.

152 Alydussamad, pp. 29. ; Geremew, pp.15-16. By contrast, the value of Yebaba as a royal residence
and important market center gradually diminished and eventually the town itself disappeared during the Zdmdnd
Mdisafent, see Geremew, p. 16.

153Dawit, p. 6. ; Sven Rubenson, The Survival of Ethiopian Independence (Addis Ababa; Kuraz
Publishing Agency, 1976,), pp. 100-101.

138Dawit, pp. 5-6. ; Nebeyu, pp. 8-9.; Asrat, pp. 18-19.
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Mountain in November 1827. Gogu fled to the mountains of Damot before the beginning of
the engagement. However, Maru alone fought against Yemam and lost both the battle and his
own life. He was buried at the monastery of Wasira Maryam.'> Similarly, Ras Dori (r.1831)
made a campaign in to Damot and Gojjam in 1831 to get the submission of their rulers,
Diijjazmaces Gos$u and his son, Berru, respectively. Nevertheless, Gosu and Berru jointly
defeated Dori at the battle of Amadamit. In anger, Dori pillaged the territory of Yelmana Dénsa

and returned to Dibrd Tabor.*®

However, the next Yijju lord of Bigémder, Ras Ali II (r.1831-1853), was able to get the
submission of Ddjjazmac Go§su in 1841. Late in that year, Ddjjazmac Berru temporarily
defeated his father, Gog$u, over the control of Damot. Ras Ali II took this as an opportunity
and made a campaign against them. He camped at a hill called Ménta Diber, about 15
kilometers east of Adét, and summoned the father and son for submission to him. 157 According
to Tikld Eyisus, “... Déjjac Berru refused to submit and went up to Somma Amba. But Ddjjac
Gogsu submitted because he would not like to break his allegiance...Déjjac¢ Gossu ...became

loyal to Ras Ali .

In addition, Plowden, who was at Firdis Wigga near Débrd Mawi by the time of Ras Ali's
1841 campaign in to Gojjam, describes that the then Azaz of Yelmana Dénsa, Fitawrari
Gibri Eyisus, was in a strong rivalry with the AzaZ of modemn M¢gha district namely

Dijjazma¢ Asiiné Derds over the traditional office of Yebaba Azaz. Azaz Gébrd Eydsus

155T4kld Sidiq Mikuriya, Asé Téwodros Ena Yd Ethiopia Andendt (Addis Ababa: Kuraz
Publishing Agency, 1981 E. C.), p. 53.

156T5kl4 Sadiq, Ya Ethiopia Tarik, p. 320. ; Tikld Eyisus, “Yi Gojjam Tarik, Chapter 227, p.172.

157plowden, p. 261.

1873kl Eyisus, “Yi Gojjam Tarik, Chapter 22 p. 178. ;Shiferaw Bekele, “The State in the Zimini
Misafent (1786-1853): An Essay in Reinterpretation” Kassa and Kassa: Papers on the Lives, Times and Images
of Téwodros 1T and Yohannes IV, 1855-1889, Taddese Beyene, R. Pankhurst and Shiferaw Bekele (eds.) (Addis
Ababa: Institute of Ethiopian Studies, 1990), p.43.
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was backed by Berru Gossu of Gojjam, and Aséné by Ras Ali I of Bigémder. Plowden
also witnessed that Gébra Eyisus and his troops assisted Berru in ravaging Dibra Tabor'”
on 7 February 1842.'“Informants confirm the description of Plowden about the rivalry
between Gibri Eyisus of Yelmana Dénsa and Asiné of Mégha districts by the poems
which run:

ASH LIWTET LT Wl @.L.5.F

PO LaoMA STk I 38.::160
The free English translation of this couplet is:

You the Dénsas you should not like the coming of rainy season, the [month of]
June will come in to you with thunder storms.

ASTE TLRET 1A PAT U

M LU AL 10, MFI” hBAT-1)-::162
The free English translation of this couplet is:

You the Méchdiiiias with the crop of millet, Gabré [Gdbrd Eydsus] is so poor

that he will not give you teff.
During the second half of the 19™ century, Emperors Téwodros IT (r.1855-1868) also attacked
and looted the territory of Yelmana Dénsa mainly the locality of Adét and that of Qolldlla
simultaneously. He burnt the monasteries of Adét Médhané Alimand Selalo Amanu’él and
looted their ecclesiastical properties.'® In addition, the emperor looted the monastery of Gonj

Téwodros Mika'él. In this Regard, Pankhurst argues that Emperor Téwodros 1T looted the ark

159plowden, pp. 253-254, 275.
160Rubenson, p. 93.

Wl nformant: Zilliqi Alldllefifi. Aséné was finally captured and publicly hanged at Gérdgéira in May
1858 by Emperor Téwodros, see Zind' Ab (Débtdra), Yd Téwodros Tarik, Enno Littman (Publisher) (Princeton:
Princeton University, 1902), pp. 33-34.

1521_ij_

1831nformants: Bayih Filliqa, Alimay Bogald, Damelliw Ayila, Ydrom Aldmu, Zillaga Allillenn and
A’emro Sefiraw. ; Mézimer and Dibbasu, p. 14,
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of Mddhané Aldm (Savior of the World) from Adét in an earlier time and in1865 he put it in
the newly founded church of Débrd Tabor Midhané Aldm.'®* In relation to this, informants
claim that the emperor took seven clergy from Adét into captivity, including a certain Aldga
Hayld Maryam who is believed to have brought the ark back in to Adét after seven years of
captivity.'® Besides, several of the verses about Emperor Téwodros are said to have been made
by one the captives from Adét area namely Wiitdzér Finta.'®® Among others, this woman made
the following verse:

ATD8.0 OGN AW TIC QAT
ALl aEYLGAT 1L WTTU167

The English translation of this couplet is:

1 shall not henceforward make vows to the tabot, for I have found Adét Mddhané
Aldm burnt down.

Administratively, Ras Adal (negus Tikld Haymanot since 1881) Tasimma (r.1874-1901) was
the first ruler of Gojjam who effectively ruled the whole river peninsula of Gojjam and the
territories of northern Willdga since about 1874.1% Instead of the traditional “Proper” system

discussed above, Negus Tékli Haymanot divided Gojjam into smaller territories called

'8'Richard Pankhurst, History of Ethiopia Towns from the Mid Nineteenth Century to 1935(Stuttgart:
Franz Steiner Verlag Wiesbaden, 1985), p. 67.

%Informants: Bayih Fillika, Alimay Bogali and Zilliqa Allilefid.

185 4lay Mikonnen (Ligé Heruyan), Yigené Kiwakebt (Addis Ababa: Tana Printing Press, 1990 E.
C.), pp. 88-94.; Wildid Maryam (Aldga), “Yidagmawi Téwodros Negusd Negist Tarik, first edited by Mondon-
Vidailhet, 1897 in Agé Téwodros Bésostu Qdddmt Sihaft”, Tasfayd Akalu, editor (Addis Ababa: Far East
Trading Ltd., 2004 E. C.), p. 67. The second author does not describe her by name. Instead, he simply refers to

her as a professional mourner from Mégha (Gojjam).

7 Informants: Bayih Filldgi and Damelldw Ayild. ; Pankhurst, History of Ethiopian Towns, p. 67. ;
Tikld Sadiq, Agé Téwodros Ena Yd Ethiopia Andndt, p. 246.

185 emiilas Bakild, “Yd Bahr Dar Kitima Acher Tarik” (A typed material in the hands of the writer,
Bahr Dar, N. D.), p. 3. ; Dawit, p. 7. ; Rey, In the Country of Blue Nile, pp. 235-236.; Gebru, p. 163.
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Endidrasé whose rulers were directly accountable to him. Accordingly, during the last quarter
of the 19" century, Yelmana Dénsa, Gonj Qollilla and Mégha were the three neighbouring
districts independently accountable to Dibri Marqos.'® Thus, below Negus Tiklda Haymanot,
there were local rulers such as Déjjazmac Yegzaw Engeda of Yelmana Dénsa, ' Fitawrari
Misdsa Windé of Gonj Qolldlla'"" and Déjjazmac Sefiraw Emeru of Mégha districts. The
hereditary rulers of Yelmana Dénsa still retained the traditional title of Yebaba Azaz.'" On the
other hand, in 1896 the third son of Negus Tékld Haymanot, Déjjazmac Seyum (1. 1896-1900),

was appointed governor of Mécha district up on his marriage to Askald Maryam Mingisa.'”

Finally, economically, the Saturday weekly market of Adét, popularly called Haylu Gibiya
and the annual three days market called Teqemt Sellasé, held at Firids Misk in the parish of
Zire'a Beruk south of Adét, were the most important attractions of merchants as far north as
Asmara and as far south as the Oromo territories south of the Abbay river during the late 19™

and early 20" centuries'”, as will be more elaborated in the next chapter of the thesis.

%9Scltene Seyoum, “A History of Bahr Dar Town, 1936- 1974 (Addis Ababa: Addis Ababa
University, Department of History, 1988), p. 70.

Y0Biilay, Etégé Taytu Bi Débri Miwi, p. 36.

Mpawlos Noiifio, Asé Menilek Bihagiir West Yatifatafwacaw Déibedabéwoc (Addis Ababa: Aster
Nega Publisher, 2003 E. C.), p. 218. This is a letter, No 772 which was addressed to Ras Mingisa Atikim
concerning Fitawrari Masisi of Qollilla, dated Séiné 20, 1899 E. C.; and Letter No., 990, dated to Tegemt 9, 1900
E. C. was also directly addressed to Fitawrari Magisa himself, see Pawlos, p-272.

2Dawit, p. 7

Bairu Tafla, “Two of the Last Provincial Kings of Ethiopia,” Jowrnal of Ethiopian Studies, Vol. XI,
No. 1(1973), p. 44. ; Tikld Eyisus, “Yi Gojjam Tarik, Chapter, 46”, p. 377.

Y Among others, see Abdussamad Hajj Ahmad, “Trade and Politics in Gojjam,” pp. 29-30.
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Map4: The Location of Yelmana Dénsa by the Early 20" Century

Source: Cheesman, Robert Ernest. Lake Tana and the Blue Nile. London: Frank Cass, 1968.
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Chapter Two
Yelmana Dénsa District; 1901-1936

The year 1901 was a turning point in the history of Gojjam in general and Yelmana Dénsa
district in particular. This was because in that year the famous Negus of Gojjam, Tikld
Haymanot, died, and Emperor Menilek II repartitioned the province among new rulers.
Therefore, this chapter of the thesis will assess the major political and socio-economic
developments in the district of Yelmana Dénsa from 1901 to the coming of Fascist Ttalians in
1936.

2.1. Administrative Conditions in Yelmana Dénsa District During the

Period of Ras Haylu Tiklid Haymanot: 1901; 1907-1932
Emperor Menilek's intention was to replace the hereditary rulers of Gojjam by rulers appointed
directly by himself.! Accordingly, in 1901 Menilek made Rasbitwiiddid Mingisa Atikim
governor of Damot, Agiw Meder, Mécha, Yelmana Dénsa, Acifar, Windegé and Qwara. Yet,
the Emperor also gave the governorship of Gojjam Proper to Dajjazmac Seyum (Ras Haylu
since April 1909), son of Negus Takla Haymanot. However, Ddjjazmac¢ Seyum was soon
imprisoned at Afqéra in Minz because of his false accusation on Rasbitwddddd Miangédsa. Ras
Biézabeh Tékld Haymanot (r. 1902 - 1905) replaced Seyum up on his marriage to Zinibd Wirq
Mika'él. In 1906 Menilek released Seyum and in the next year reinstated him as governor of

Gojjam Proper.”

During the first decade of the 20" century, Yelmana Dénsa was thus an independent district

'Giibrii Sellasé, p. 294. ; Gibru, p. 163. ; Nebeyu, pp. 9-10. ; Dawit, p. 8. ; Asrat, p. 22.

’Ibid. ; Richard Greenfield, Ethiopia: A New Political History (London: Pall Mall Press, 1965), p. 136. ;
Bairu Tafla, “Two of the Last Provincial Kings of Ethiopia”, p. 44; Tikla Sadiq Makuriya, Asé Menyiek Ena Yi
Ethiopia Andndt (Addis Ababa: Kuraz Publishing Agency, 1983 E. C.), p. 663. For the change of the name and
rank of Ddjjazmac Seyum see note number 8 below. Zandbawirq died in April 1904 out of child birth difficulty;
and Bizabeh in August 1905.
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governed by its hereditary officials called enddrasé with the traditional title of Yebaba Aza?.
Dajjazmac Yegzaw Engeda was the ruler of the district by then.® The enddrasé was accountable
to Rasbitwadddd MingéSa whose seat of power was at Buré. He was assisted by the guld gz
and ¢hega sum (village chief) to maintain law and order, collect the tithe, and other tributes.
Each of these local officials had his own numerous gu/f lands from which he received tribute
in lieu of salary from the peasants who worked on them.* Here, some of the letters of Emperor
Menilek II addressed to MingéiSa explain that the central state was collecting significant
amount of tribute in the form of honey, grain and other things from Yelmana Dénsa and other
territories around it. It also seems that the local rulers of Yelmana Dénsa and other adjacent
territories over exacted the population in order to get the favours of the emperor. For instance,
the enddrasé of Yelmana Dénsa over exacted the population under the order of Rasbitwdiddiid
MingiSa.” Sources also indicate that Fitawrari Misisa Windé of Gonj-Qollilla offered even
religious relics like Tarikd Négdst (History of Kings) from the monastery of Wiyzazert Kidand

Mehert to Emperor Menilek.®

However, Emperor Menilek II seemed to have been cautious. Among others, in a letter dated
Hidar 8, 1898 E.C. [November 17, 1905] Menilek admonished Mingisa for over exacting the
people of Yelmana Dénsa and Mégha after hearing their appeals through their representatives

who travelled to Addis Ababa in November 1905. The response of the emperor reads as:

3Negatu (I), p. 46. ; Bilay, ltégé Taytu Bd Dibrd Méwi, p. 36. According to the second author, Ddjazmac
Yegzaw Engda married the step daughter of Wiyziro Yawbdar Kibeté (mother of Empress Taytu) namely
Semarnin Haylu.

“Informants: Biyazné Ejegu, AsSagré Cikkol and Zilligd Allilleini. ; Dawit, p. 9. ; Nebeyou, pp. 10-
11.; Mahtimi Sellasé Wildd Misqal, Zekrd Nigér (Addis Ababa: Berhan Ena Salam Printing Press, 1922 E. C)),

p. 152. For Rasbitwddddid Mingisa see also Asrat, p. 23. Asrat mentions that June 28, 1901 as the date on which
Mingisa came to power.

*Pawlos, p. 54 and 407, The first letter is quoted below, and the second letter, dated Ginbor 23, 1900 E.
C., was also written at Enfotto. See Appendix I1.

*Miiziimer and Dibbasu, p. 32.
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PG PL3A PLACYS O, wNANm. oo Phan @ UNY. ), §
CATIGCT W 78.U ALCTIV FOFPPAV T A D0 NLLAY 710k ALY
AIC D8 ACEE N .S OTET PO SIEA NP THFY ATETOL AT
. ATE hovy 3k h0AT4 P08 4ND TAV oo AheoMNY hdh-v
e OICYT QLA TIAL PILE WIC U IC eoARYC 100G Arl
hoLI0AY gy AANT Al A78 198 29C WAYINTU- hPAR LU0}
eI NanTPa. 1907 TIC 10 PHE LU CAML... AT8Y ACTY LUOT
AFNen @, 9°7 Tmeelau LV U-A- PP AL 17170 A8
oo ANT WIGTF ATIN9T R0 ao¥INIIY Al AGRYY WL
ATPL-aT ANae hiLy a0 T PAPAN LV ANMLANLEC LOELEPNT...
AU ALY PLIT ATLING AL TITm. 84 ATE LI PAINL
VIC AP I 77 LANS0L9T NARNY NephCud” A0 davndv
AT RS UATE AT £A TIC COATTU- ALY av il aoel
eI LUTT LANSN NAYN AL hoonfe A NAP bk AL LETNY
Al o PhLeh-Av:

The English translation of this quotation is:

The people of Mégha, Dénsa and Yelmana together came and cried to me... Why
do you make the people of Mécha and of Yelmana worry? I requested you to
send me shields only by purchasing it at low price firom craft workers of  your
territory. But I did not order you to levy a tax of shield on the nobility and
peasants alike. I [also] requested you to send me ‘white honey’ from your own
revenue. But, I did not order you to oblige the poor to pay tax in ‘white honey’.
The poor of these days has nothing extra...What benefits can you obtain from
worrying the ‘poor like this? These numbers of genteel elders are crying and
telling me that they never return home to see the face of Mdngdsa. Can you
believe that God favour such an activity? Let them live as before. Do not request
them to bring new things [tributes]! But you do not listen to me! You do not
learn from my advices! Mdingdsa, I said upon St. Marry! You should not repeat
the same mistake. I have sent you this letter in the hands of my treasurer,
Biyadgelefif, instead of them [the applicants] ....

In April 1909 Emperor Menilek made Déjjazmaé Seyum Ras Haylu of Gojjam and Damot by
an imperial proclamation. Hence, all the official letters of Menilek addressed to Ddjjazmach

Seyum in the afterwards described him by the name Ras Haylu.®

"Pawlos, p. 54.

8pawlos, p. 543. This proclamation is dated to Miyaziya 15, 1901 E. C. For the other letters concerning
the name Ras Haylu and the demotion of Mingisa from the governorship of Damot, see Pawlos, pp. 555- 556,
585- 586. Ddjjazmac Seyum preferred the name Ras Haylu in commemoration of Ras Haylu the Great of Gojjam
(r. 1774 — 94). Greenfield and Negatu also used the term Le 'u/ Ras as the title of Ras Haylu, see Appendix V.
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Sources also reveal that in October 1910 Rasbitwiiddid Mingisa died” and Agiw Meder,
Yelmana Dénsa, Mécha, Acifir, Windege, Qwara and Aldfa were given to Ddjjazmac (later
Ras) Kibbida Mingisa. However, in 1911 Kidbbidid was removed from power, and Yelmana
Dénsa, Mégha and Acifir were given to Ras Haylu. Agiw Meder, Qwara and Alifa were also
transferred to Ras (later Negus) Wildi Giyorgis Aboyi of Bagémder, who ruled them until his
death on March 3, 1918. Hence, Ras Haylu became the ruler of the whole river peninsula of

Gojjam by 1918 following the death of Negus Wiildi Giyorgis.'”

Ras Haylu divided the province of Gojjam in to 14 administrative units called wérdda (district),
each of which was divided in to mesldnéwoc (equivalent to sub-districts). Each district was put
under the governorship of Ras Haylu's Enddrasé. The term mesldné was also used to describe
the title of governors of each mesliné (sub-district).!' Accordingly, Yelmana, Dénsa, Lejj
Ambira, Ginj, Yewodi and Zdgé Medrd- Biad meslinéwoc were brought under the district

administration of Yelmana Dénsa with its center at Adét. This apparently took place by 1911."2

However, beginning from his designation as the ruler of Gojjam in 1901 Ras Haylu carried out
§um Seer (promotion and demotion). He removed his father's officials and appointed his own
favorites. Among others, Haylu replaced the hereditary ruler Yelmana Dénsa, Ddjjazmac

Yegzaw Engeda, by one of his favourites, Fitawrari Amira Tdsimma in 1911."3 He also made

Nebeyu, p. 10.

PNegatu (1), p. 5. In 1925 Ras Haylu also received the territory of ASefa along Sudanese boarder in the
west; see Rey, In the Country of the Blue Nile, p. 136.

UNebeyu, p. 11. ; Dawit, p. 8.

2Negatu (11), p. 7. ; Informants: Zilldqa Allillefifi and Fitind Aynaldm.

BInformants: Zillaqa Alldllen, Alabal Tayd, Biyazné Ejegu, Bayiih Filligd and Fitini Aynalim. ;
Seltene Seyoum, “A History of Resistance in Gojjam, 1936-1941” (Ph.D. Dissertation, Addis Ababa University,
Department of History, 1999), p. 25. ; Negatu (I), p. 68.
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Qdnnazmac Negatu Sdyfu of Zira Beruk the secretary of Amira.'"* Moreover, Ras Haylu
exploited the traditional rivalry between the rulers of Yelmana Dénsa and Mécha districts.
Therefore, in July 1920 Haylu ordered Fitawrari Amira Tasimma to attack the enddrasé of
Mécgha district, Déjjazmac Sefiraw Emeru, also named Sifé Abba Gumdid (literally, Father of
the Cutter), because of his reluctance to pay tribute to the Ras. Fitawrari Amira defeated and
captured Déjjazmac Sefiraw at the battle of Senkwa Giyorgis in Mégha. At times popular
parlance dignified Fitawrari Amira by the following verse:

£ havd- A0 INNT P40 ¢ ABT.:
M0G0 AN PHAT @215
The rough English translation of this couplet is:

Amdra Abba Gilbet (literally, Father of the Mower) the right hand man of the
Ras, made a campaign on T uesday and captured the enemy on Wednesday.

Following the fighting between the two enddrasés, Ras Haylu made his sons, Fitawraris
Admasu and Tidsdmma, governors of A&ifir and Mégha districts, respectively.'® On the Day of
Saint John in September 1923 Fitawrari Amira died and Qaniazmac Negatu became the
enddrasé (governor) of Ras Haylu over Yelmana Dénsa including the sub districts mentioned

above.!”

The enddrasé, mesliné and other officials below them such as the gultd gaz and chega sum
served Ras Haylu as administrators, judges and tax collectors, They were responsible for the
maintenance of peace and order and proper functioning of Haylu's hudads (estates) in the

district. The gultd giiz were the rulers of parishes in the district. In their absence, the chega sum

¥Negatu (I), p. 37. ; Negatu (II), p. 17. See Appendix I11.

PInformant: Zilliqi Allillefiii. Abba Gumdid and Abba Gilbet were the horse names of Dijjac Sefiraw
and Fitawrari Amira respectively. Sefiraw was exiled to Addis Ababa in the afterwards.

¥Dawit, p. 10.

"nformants: Zillagd Alldllenfi, Biyazné Ejegu and Fiani Aynalam. ; Negatu (11, pp. 54, 67.
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(village chiefs) administered their respective parishes efficiently. In addition, the gultd gaz and
the ¢hega Sum were responsible for the collection of asrat (tithe). Together with the district
governor, the gulti gdz was also expected to accompany Ras Haylu in a campaign at the head
of his own soldiers. In return for their services the enddirasé, meslinés, gultd géz and the ¢hega
sum were given several gult lands. These local officials were also generally free from
government taxes. Besides, the peasants under their jurisdiction were expected to provide them
offerings on special occasions like X-Mass and Easter.'® Likewise, great monasteries of
Yelmana Dénsa like Adét Mddhané Aldm, Dabra Mawi Maryam and Agetta Eyédsus owned
vast gult lands known as gefdf over which they had the autonomy to administer justice and
collect tribute. The management of their widely scattered gefdfs (monastic gult lands) was held

by succeeding lay gdbdizs, ligérd eds and ligihe rans, respectively."

However, Ras Haylu notoriously violated the traditional land tenure and local administration
systems. To begin with, Haylu appropriated particularly fertile lands from restd gult owners
including the monasteries of Adét, Ddbrd Mawi, Qollilla, Zdgé and other areas using various
means including his office. Then, he converted these lands into his own hudad farms (estates)
and sold the produce. Ras Haylu also constructed temporary store houses at each hudad farm.
According to Negatu Sdyfu, the localities of Yelmana Dénsa which had Haylu's store houses
were Adét, Adét Hanna, Erebereb, Zire a Beruk, Méndéndara Eyésus, gewéqét, Diabra Miaw'i,

Firis Wigga, Yebaba and Enigadé, and in Qollilla.? Besides, peasants were obliged by

BDawit, pp. 8- 9. ; Nebeyu, p. 10. ; Donald N. Levine, Wax & Gold: Tradition and Innovation in
Ethiopian Culture (Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, Ltd., 1972), pp. 57 — 58.

19 Negatu (1), p. 25. ; Billay, ltégé Taytu B Déiibrid Mdwi, p. 66. ; Informants: ASagré Cikkol, Taganiii
Ewniitu, Biyazné Ejegu and Gibdyahu Qdfifd. There were also other gult owning monasteries like Ziagé Giyorgis.

ONegatu (II), p. 15. ; Marcel Griaule, Burners of Men: Modern Ethiopia, E. Gile Rich (Trans.) (London:
J. B. Lppin Cott Company, 1935), p. 127. Documents explain that Ras Haylu appropriated lands even from the
great monasteries of Dibrd Wiirq and Dima, see Pawlos, pp. 607 and 610. ; “The appeal of the clergy of Dima to
Emperor Hayli Sellasé”, date Ginbot 1, 1945 E. C., WM. T.M.AR.C., IES, Folder Number, Gojjam Tdglay Gezat,
File number 2163). ; Sileshi, pp. 36-37. Ras Haylu particularly renamed the marshy locality of Erebereb as Salays.
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responsible local officials such as the mesliné, hudad endiirasé and chega Sum to work on Ras
Haylu's estates. Every peasant had to work in Haylu's estates in monthly rounds as scheduled
by these officials. Peasants carried out plowing, planting, weeding and harvesting of Haylu's
estates.”’ Informants state that the immense amount of teff produced each year from Haylu's
estates in Yelmana Dénsa was usually stored in the big store house at Adét until it was sold by
his agents during the rainy season at relatively higher prices. The store house of Ras Haylu at
Adét was popularly called Yi Haylu Jemruk [gumruk].? Ras Haylu also had other similar

residential and store houses in Yelmana Dénsa at Dibré Méawi, Adét Hanna and Zigé.?

Furthermore, Ras Haylu made several localities of Yelmana Dénsa and other adjacent
territories gandgdb (personal gults) territories. They were Ambatna, Safetimifii, Walka
S€yon, Mandara Eyisus, Dingya Bét, Korg, Yidawré (Edawré), Eniigadé, and Wiyzazeret (in
Qollilla) and three parishes in Wanzayi east of Bahr Dar across the Abbay River.? These
gandigdb territories of Yelmana Dénsa and other areas were run by the gult enddirasés
(superintendents) and their secretaries who were accountable to the Yelmana Dénsa district
enddrasé. The gult endirasé (also called asaras) of Ras Haylu had the right to take one third
of the local taxes and court fees collected in the areas under his Jurisdiction, Similarly, the
secretary of a gult enddrasé had the right to collect a gunna of grain from each harvest of each
peasant in his gu/f territory. In addition, he received a monthly salary of two madegga of grain,

one madegga of teff, two amolés (salt bar) and four gunna of pepper, and an annual payment

#Negatu (1), pp. 16- 17. ; Dawit, pp. 11-12.
ZInformants: Zilldgi Allillefisi, Addam Kibbidi and Fitind Aynalim. ; Negatu (I), p. 37.

2Bilay, ltégé Taytu Bi Déibri Miwi, p-75.; Informants: Biyazné Ejegu, Zilldqi Allillefis, Tafird Ejegu
and Haylu Meteku.

*Negatu (I1), p. 16.
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of 10 Maria Theresa thaler for clothing.” Further, large number of labourers particularly slaves
and other low status people who worked on Haylu's estates were paid some amount of grain,
amolé, pepper and Maria Theresa thaler for their maintenance.*® Criminals, except murderers,
were also required to pay for their crimes through working on Ras Haylu's estates.”’ However,
Ras Haylu commuted Jeath penalties of murderers to life sentences and jailed them in a special
prison called £9°eavATi /avenger/, for instance, those at Erebereb and Adét Hanna.
Nevertheless, in rare cases Ras Haylu also cruelly punished recalcitrant criminals including his

own Sums (officials) through burning them alive in honey soaked muslin.*®

The highest point of Ras Haylu's control over the mesiinés of Yelmana and Dénsa came in
1925 when he took the traditional office of gdbdz of Adét locality for himself ostensibly by
force. He delegated this traditional office to one of his loyal servants, Qdrnnazmac Negatu
Sdyfu. Here, Ras Haylu's main interest was to control fully the land resources and the famous
Saturday market of Adét by violating the sanctuary status of the monastery of Adét Méddhané
Aldm. In the next year, Ras Haylu constructed a small palace and houses with other functions
on the churchyard to the west of the monastery of Adét Méddhané Alim. He also confiscated
the vast fertile teff growing land at the confluence of Seggiz and Sena Rivers to the northern
of Adét town. As a compensation Ras Haylu repaired and decorated the monasteries of Adét

and Dibri Mawi.? Marcel Griaule, the leader of the French anthropological mission, who

BNegatu (I1), pp. 16-17.
*®Ibid. ; Abdussamad, “Trade and politics in Gojjam,” p. 63.

YRey, In the Country of the Blue Nile, p. 138. Both Rey and Negatu describe that Ras Haylu did not
believe in the practice of cutting off the limbs of criminals.

%Griaule, pp. 115, 131, 181, 182. ; Greenfield, p. 137. For the name of the prison mentioned here see
Negatu (IT), p. 19. Today cow boys perceive that the forests and trees of these prison places as shelters of Satan.

PInformants: Many informants. ; Negatu (IT), p. 13. Ras Haylu also decorated the monasteries of Agetta
and Selalo. At present the fertile land which was confiscated by Haylu is the area where the Adét Agricultural
Research Institute is located. See Appendix II1.
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stayed for some times with Ras Haylu at Adét in 1929 describes that Haylu had chosen Adét
as his second capital and had the plan to develop it. Griaule further witnesses that Ras Haylu
received his mission at Adét at the head of troops of 500 men “all of them wore khaki and

leggings, and carried guns”.*

The court of Ras Haylu followed the pattern of the court of the central government. He had his
own treasurer with the title of AzaZ, military commander, wémbdrs (judges) and a chamberlain
entitled Ligaba. Hence, the palace compound of Ras Haylu at Adét provided treasury,
residence, banquet hall and others functions. Regarding this, the diagram below drawn by

Mission Griaule in 1929 claborately explains the structure Ras Haylu's court at Adét.”"

Ras Haylu made administrative and judiciary activities including Sum Seer of local officials in
his stay at Adét. For instance, as will be more elaborated below, he promoted local ¢hega sums
of Yelmana Dénsa and other places in to the rank of Grazmac and assigned them to carry out
various responsibilities. Similarly, Ras Haylu reorganized the administrative structure of the
churches of the district under study. Here, ten or so neighbouring churches of each sub district
were put under the supervision of a Ligd Kahenat (superior of the clergy).’* Haylu also
promoted other church officials by receiving appointment fees.>® Further, the business minded
Ras of Gojjam designated a Grazmac over craft workers, a Ligd mdkwas over the Azmari
(minstrels) and Amina or Hamana (dawn time singers) of each sub district of Yelmana Dénsa.

Obviously, the most important task of these local officials was the collection of taxes for Ras

0Griaule, pp. 181. Sce also Yelmana Dénsa District Culture and Tourism Office, “Profile of Yelmana
Dénsa Wirdda”, p. 4.

1Greenfield, p. 136. ; Nebeyu, p. 10. ; Griaule, many pages. For the diagram of Ras Haylu's court at
Adét, see R. Pankhurst, State and Land in Ethiopian History (Addis Ababa: Haile Sellasie [ University Press,
1966), p. 112.

2Negatu (11), pp. 13, 20. See Appendix IV.

3[bid. ; Nebeyu, p. 11.
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Picture 3: Ras Haylu Téklid Haymanot and his local agent of Yelmana Dénsa District and
Adét town

Ras Haylu Tékla Haymanot Qdnnazmac Negatu Siyfu at his old age
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Haylu.** In the absence of Ras Haylu from Adét, the administration was run by his enddrasé,
first Fitawrari Amira and after 1923 Qannazmac Negatu. Particularly the financial duty, for
which Haylu gave much attention, was entrusted to his loyal servant, Fitawrari Kassa Engeda,
the secretary of Negatu. There were also a number of other business agents of Haylu assigned
by him to run his tavern houses at Adét including drinking houses and butcheries like Mulat
and Gulelat. Then, the major duty of Haylu was supervising his business establishments and

farming estates all over Gojjam.

The period of Ras Haylu was marked by considerable growth of trade and commerce in
Yelmana Dénsa and Adét town as it was true in other parts of Gojjam. However, Ras Haylu
tried to discourage the trade in slaves through highly taxing the traders particularly after his
tour in Europe with Ras Tafiri Makonnen in 1924.36 Ras Haylu helped the town of Adét to
grow by constructing large number of tavern houses and butcheries on the southern side of
Haylu Gibiya. In connection to this, Abdussamad says: “The princes of Gojjam needed the
development of market centers like Adét, Buré, Dangela and Mota. They also encouraged
artisans to produce craft goods and merchants to conduct trade. However, society set
boundaries between respectable and disrespectable jobs.”” Informants also state that Ras

Haylu and his officials at Adét encouraged the local people to consume télla, ardgi, tdijj (mead)

¥Negatu (II), pp. 19-20.

SInformants: Many informants; Seltene Seyoum, “A History of Bahr Dar Town, 1936-1974” (MA
Thesis, Addis Ababa University, Department of History, 1988), p. 63. ; Geremew, p. 30. For Ras Haylu's
supervision of his estates and business establishments see, Griaule, pp. 7, 182,

*Informants: Figini Aynaldm, Taddisi Gibri Maryam, Zalligd Alldllens and Aldbaciw Wagaw. ;
Yelmana Dénsa District Culture and Tourism Office, “Profile of Yelmana Dénsa Wirdda”, p. 4. ; Abdussamad,
“Trade and Politics in Gojjam” p. 70.

*'Abdussamad Hajj Ahmad, “Basso: Commercial Enter pot of Gojjam (1841- 1889)” Proceedings of the

Fourth Annual Seminar of the Department of History (Addis Ababa University, Awasa, 8-12 July 1987, 1989), p.
2. See also Bairu, “Two of the Last Provincial Rulers” p. 39.
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Yelmana Dénsa District Culture and Tourism Office, “Profile of Yelmana Dénsa Wiirdida”, p. 4. ; Abdussamad,
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3 Abdussamad Hajj Ahmad, “Basso: Commercial Enter pot of Gojjam (1841- 1889)” Proceedings of the
Fourth Annual Seminar of the Department of History (Addis Ababa University, Awasa, 8-12 July 1987, 1989), p.
2. See also Bairu, “Two of the Last Provincial Rulers” p. 39.

53



and meat from Haylu's tavern houses. Besides, Ras Haylu personally advised mdiséita ladies
and craft workers to improve their little business. He also introduced eucalypt_us tree, the name
of a quarter in Addis Ababa, Arada, and night time curfew into Adét town.>® One of my
informants expressed the growth of Adét town by then and the attraction of the rural people of

Yelmana Dénsa towards it by the following verse:

NAZ° 71 NAI*HE ALl APDM -3
55 PAND. Yovd® SN aua)y-::39

The rough English translation of this couplet reads:

I went to Adét [town] every week and, as a result, I have been caught by an
incurable disease [love].

Finally, Ras Haylu made contacts with some Italian agents at Adét particularly in the late
1920s, as will be more elaborated in chapter three of the thesis. This led to the quarrel between
Ras Haylu and Ras Tiféri (later Emperor Hayli Sellasé). Then, in 1930, under the order of Ras
Tifdri, a huge army commanded by Salidga Siyfu took Ras Haylu from his camp at Débri
Méwi in to Addis Ababa never to return again.*® Ras Haylu's rule was unpopular throughout
Gojjam, especially among the clergy and local nobility who had lost their political and
cconomic privileges. Emperor Haylld Sellasé took this into his own advantage. Among others,
in 1931 the inhabitants of Zdgé peninsula presented a case against Ras Haylu to the Emperor.
In the same year, in the name of punishing Ras Haylu, Emperor Hayld Sellasé converted the

territories of Zagé and Yelmana Dénsa in to crown lands and put them under an imperial

*Informants: Alimay Bogald, Fitini Aynaldm, Alibadiw Wagaw and Addam Kibbida. ; Negatu (11),
p. I7. For the eucalyptus trees see also Griaule, p. 112.

Informant: Addam Kibbidi

“Seltene, “A History of Resistance in Gojjam”, pp. 16- 20. ; Nebeyu, pp. 12-13. Informants: Haylu
Meteku and Taddésd Gibri Maryam.
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appointee named Ddjjazmac Misfen Gimmac.*' In 1932 Ras Haylu was detained and
Didjjazmac Sebhatu Yegzaw was installed as the enddirasé of Yelmana Dénsa, as will be

discussed below.*

2.2. Taxation and Other Tributes of Ras Haylu: 1901; 1907-1932

As indicated above, Ras Haylu's rule over Gojjam was marked by excessive taxation and
exploitation of the people of Gojjam in general and Yelmana Dénsa district in particular. The
Ras made his utmost efforts to boost his revenue. Apart from land tax, Haylu received revenues
in the form of tributes, taxes, fees and bribes. To begin with, asrat (tithe) was collected by Ras
Haylu's officials such as the mesliné, gulti giz and chega Sum. Initially, asrat was collected
in kind by groups of Haylu's tax collectors (including the ¢hega Sums) in each sub district.
They were called asdfari (measurers) who were shortly afterwards renamed as gotdra asekdfac
(assessors of the granary). The aséfari retained a third of the amount of the tithe and was
allowed to collect two qunna of grain from each peasant for his service. For that reason, Ras

Haylu's tax collectors were sometimes called yi golqunna Sums.*?

Later on, however, Ras Haylu found this system of tax collection inefficient and the collectors
corrupted. As a result, Haylu changed the payment of asrat into cash. He imposed 8800 Maria
Theresa thaler on the district of Yelmana Dénsa alone consisting of the meslinés of Dénsa,
Yelmana, Ginj, Yewodi, L&jj Ambéra and Zégé Medri-Bid. Seven elders were elected at the

district, mesldné and village levels to assess the wealth of their inhabitants. Then, the amount

411-@-

#Seltene, “A History of Resistance in Gojjam”, p. 26. Ras Emeru Hayli Sellasé (Leul), Kaydihut Ké
Emastawsiw (Addis Ababa: Addis Ababa University Press, 2001 E.C.), p. 245.

“3“Bahr Dar Center of Edegiit Biiheberit Amitawi Report, Ter 1967 E. C. — Siné 1968 E. C.” (Bahr Dar,
Sané 1968E. C.), pp. 61-62. ; Negatu (II), pp. 5-6. For Ras Haylu's officials see also Dawit, p. 9. ; Nebeyu, p. 11.
The report of Bahr Dar Edegit Bihebriit is located at the Ethiopian Collection Section of the Library of Bahr Dar
University.
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of asrat imposed by Haylu was divided among meslinés and villages according to their
wealth.** A peasant who owned a pair of oxen was required to pay at least two Maria Theresa
thaler, two pairs of oxen three and so on. Asrar was still collected by the yi golqunna sums

who were also given some localities as gult for their service.”

It seems that the local peoples of Yelmana Dénsa were happy with the conversion of taxes into
cash because they could now harvest their crops without waiting for the coming of tax
assessors.*® Any extra amount of money collected in an arca was also shared by the mesliné
and his secretary. Here, the enddrasé of Yelmana Dénsa since 1925, Negatu Siyfu, remarks
that the new system could not prevent corruption by tax collectors, and hence, the amount of
tax collected from his district usually dwindled to 6,000 Maria Theresa thaler.*” Ras Haylu also
received taxes of different other forms from all adults corresponding to their occupations. The
most unpopular tax was ydighes geber (hat tax) which was later on chan ged in to ydqula geber
(head tax) paid by all adults. Besides, Haylu took yagdnd geber (tax per head of cattle) and
ambo geber (tax on mineral waters). Yi gcind and yd ambo gebers were collected by local
Grazmaces promoted by Haylu for the same purpose. Mdsdta ladies and widows were also
required to pay a tax called yd gofiré (hair tax).* In addition, Ras Haylu promoted local ¢heqa
Sums to the rank of Grazma¢ and assigned them to collect market dues from the attendants of

Adet, Agetta, Firds Wiigga, Yezora, Enidgadé, Gonj, Zigé and other market places of the

*Negatu (IT), pp. 6-7.
*“Bahr Dar Center of Edegiit Biheberit”, p. 61.
“Negatu (I1), pp. 6-7. ; Abdussamad, “Trade and Politics in Gojjam”, p. 33.

“Negatu (II), p. 8. See also “Bahr Dar Center of Edegit Bihebriit”, p. 61.

*8Abdussamad Hajj Ahmad, “Gojjam: Trade, Early Merchant Capital and World Economy, 1901- 1935”
(Ph.D. Dissertation, University of Urbana, History, Illinois, 1986), pp. 71-73. ; Nebeyu, p. 1 1. ; Asrat, 26. ; Dawit,
pp. 10-11.; Habtamu, p. 190. ; Informants: Addam Kiibbids, Aldmay Bogali and Taddésé Gébrd Maryam. Yéigénd
geber was also called yéichera geber (tail tax).
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district. Further, Ras Haylu brought the craft workers of each meslciné of Yelmana Dénsa such
as tanners, weavers, black smiths and jewelers under a Grazmac and required them to pay taxes
entitled ydkasma (peg tax), vigwdegwad (hole tax), yaddbdlanssa (smiths tax) and yimanafiva

(bellow tax), respectively.*

The amount of all the above taxes varied from person to person according to their status and
amount of wealth. For instance, as indicated above, ordinary people like mdsdta ladies,
minstrels and Aminas or Hamanas (dawn time singers) were required to pay one Maria Theresa
thaler, and craft workers two Maria Theresa thaler, per year. Market day taxes known as yéddelal
(brokerage tax) were usually two Maria Theresa thaler per mule or donkey load.*” Monasterics,
mineral waters and the Angar (in Yelmana) and Wanzayi (in Bigémder) hot springs were also
expected to pay a share of the amount they collected.’' By contrast, the taxes of Ras Haylu
were relatively higher for higher status people and ecclesiastical leaders, Moreover, soldiers

were quartered in peasant houses to enforce Haylu's different form of taxes, S

One of the other sources of Haylu's revenue was called yd mdssomiya (appointment fee)
demanded from all his officials. To begin with, Ras Haylu appointed ydgolgunna sums, new
gultd gdzs, and recognized hereditary gultagizs by receiving appointment fees from all of
them.” Besides, Haylu received appointment fees from Wémbéirs (local judges), ecclesiastical

officials, Ligdmdikwases; and the Grazmaces of craft workers, cattle herders and market day

®Negatu (II), p. 13. ; Tecle Haimanot, pp. 44-45. See Appendix V.

*"Negatu (II), p. 13. ; Dawit, p. 11. Ras Haylu also collected Y& Biir tax (gate tax) at bridges from
merchants.

*Negatu (II), pp. 13-14. The traditional title of the official of the 4mbo before the period of Ras Haylu
was Blatta.

>Dawit, p. 11.

>Nebeyu, pp. 10-11. ; Negatu (IT), pp. 8-12.
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tax collectors.” People were also expected to pay fees to Ras Haylu so as to get military ranks
like Fitawrari, Balambdras, Sambdl, Qdiiiazmac and so on.> Likewise, a Ndgadras was
expected to pay an appointment fee usually amounted to 2000 Maria Theresa thaler. All the
officials of Ras Haylu mentioned above were responsible for the collection of his taxes. They
were given gults in their respective localities and entitled to receive offerings from peasants on

special occasions in return to their service,

Finally, as mentioned above, part of Ras Haylu's revenue also came from the confiscation of
the properties of murderers and those persons without offspring. Haylu confiscated land, wealth
and slaves using various means includin g his office.”” For instance, the alleged reason for the
confiscation of the entire property of a murderer and his relatives up to the seventh line was
“to discourage such a crime.”® He also confiscated slaves in Zigé®, Furthermore, according
to Abdussamad, Négadras Abdulqader Aman of Adét died in April 1927, and Haylu “...took
86 head of cattle, 46 slaves, 32 wichdfo (wetterly) and wejegra (Fusil Gras) rifles, 32 London
made swords, 66 mules loaded with ivory and civet, 13000 thalers, 1800 jars of butter and

honey” from his house at Mindira Eyisus.

**Negatu (1), pp. 8-12. ; Abdussamad, “Gojjam: Trade, Early Merchant Capital and World Economy”,
p. 87.

>Negatu (II), p. 14. ; Dawit, p. 11. ; Asrat, p. 26.
**Dawit, p. 9. ; Nebeyu, p. 11.

>Informants: Aisageré Cikkol, Tagafina Ewniitu, Addam kibbidi and Alimay Bogali. ; Abdussamad,
“Trade and Politics in Gojjam”, p. 62. ; Crummey, p. 232.

*#Informants: AsSageré Cikkol, Addam kiibbidi and Aldmay Bogald. ; Negatu (IT), p. 21.
*9Abdussamad, “Trade and Politics in Gojjam”, p. 30.

%bid. Here, Négadras Algader's grand son, 4fo Nuré Muhammad states that the alleged reason for the
confiscation his grandfather’s entire property by Ras Haylu was that the latter claimed that it was the property of
the state because Alqader was one of his most important trade agents. The family of the Niigadras unsuccessfully
accused Haylu to the central state.
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In general, through taxation, iudad farming, appointment and court fees, trade and commerce
as well as confiscation of property Ras Haylu became one of the wealthiest persons in
Ethiopia.®’ Sources agree that no significant amount of revenue was sent to the treasuries of
both the central state and church.®* Instead, Haylu invested much of his revenue in Addis Ababa
in cinema, night clubs, taxi service and the like.®? Consequently, according to Bahru, Ras Haylu
alienated a large section of the people of Gojjam including the clergy by over taxing them and
amassing land which was later on used by Emperor Hayli Sellasé as a propaganda to accuse
him.*

2.3. The Socio-Economic Condition of Yelman Dénsa District: 1901-1936
This sub section of the thesis will assess the economic and social conditions of the people of
Yelmana Dénsa during the period from 1901 to 1936 by taking land tenure, trade,
handcraftsmanship and local social organization in to consideration.

2. 3. 1. Land Tenure

During the carly 20" century, there were three forms of land tenure in Yelmana Dénsa. They
were rest (communal), church and state tenures. To begin with, parishioner villagers owned
rest land in cach locality or parish of Yelmana Dénsa. This land right was claimed to have
originally been inherited from founding fathers or mothers of cach village or locality mostly

during the Gondarine period. Therefore, in the twentieth century rest landowners of Yelmana

'Bahru Zewde, “Economic Origins of the Absolutist State in Ethiopia (1916-1935” Journal of Ethiopian
Studies, Vol. XVII (November 1984), p.18. ; Abdussamad, “Trade and Politics in Gojjam”, p. 58. ; Greenfield, p.
137.

*Nebeyu, p. 10. ; Negatu (1D, pp. 13, 20.

Snformant: Alimay Bogali. ; Bahru, “Economic Origins of the Absolutist State in Ethiopia™, p. 18. ;
Crummey, p. 232. ; Bahru Zewde, A History of Modern Ethiopia, 1855-1991(Addis Ababa: Addis Ababa
University Press, 2002), p. 98.

“Bahru, A4 History of Modern Ethiopia, p. 144,
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Dénsa were often described as balabbats (literally, those who have fathers). Rest lands owned

by balabbats were managed by family elders in each locality of Yelmana Dénsa district.%

The other form of land tenure in Yelmana Dénsa during the same period was church tenure.
There were two forms of church tenure. The first was what is variously mentioned in the
literature as sd@mon, rim or gefif. Church lands of this form were under the gult supervision of
the big monasteries of Yelmana Dénsa like Adét Midhané Alim and Dibri Mawi Maryam,
which had the autonomy to administer justice and collect tribute from the peasants who worked
on them. According to Ligi Heruyan Bilay, Dibria Mawi annually received 800 madegga of
grain and 400 anolé from its twenty-two gefdfs (monastic gult lands).*® Similarly, informants
explain that the monastery of Adét Midhané Alim received large quantities of grain and amolé
each year from its eighteen gefGifs.”” Until the time Ras Haylu these and the other monasteries
of Yelmana Dénsa had sanctuary status and were directly accountable to Dibri Marqos.
However, Ras Haylu violated their traditional rights and rearranged their ecclesiastical
administration chiefly to make it suitable for the collection of taxes. He also began to take a
share of their revenues.® The second form of church tenure was called yéisendé miirét (wheat
land) or ydmdsqdl mdrét (Cross-land) which was common to all the churches in Yelmana
Dénsa. For instance, Adét Midhané Alim obtained large quantities of grain from its
yasendémdrét (wheat land) located to the east of Adét at the locality of Dingéz (in Yelmana).

Similarly, Dibrd Méwi Maryam had approximately four gasa of ydsendémdirét. Parishioner

85Refer to note numbers 86- 90, 95, 99 and 137 of chapter one of the thesis. As an example see also
Appendix V.

SBilay, Etégé Taytu Béi Dibrd Miwi, p- 66. The author further explains that 800 madegga is equivalent
to 40 quintals.

®Informants: Assageré Ciikkol, Taganini Ewniitu, Taddisi Gibri Maryam, Bayih Filliqi and Dimelliw
Ayili. ; Zelalem, pp. 2-3. ; Geremew, p. 22. ; Negatu (IT), pp. 33-34.

&Negatu (1), p25.
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villagers directly cultivated these church lands for its maintenance. These church lands were

also free from the payment of the state asrat (tithe).”’

As indicated above, the third form of tenure in the district of Yelmana Dénsa during the period
was state tenure. This mainly included the number of hudads (estates) and  gulis of Ras Haylu
and his officials at all levels. As mentioned earlier, Ras Haylu notoriously appropriated lands
in Yelmana Dénsa, converted them into his own estates and sold the produce. Haylu also had
several gandgab (personal gults) territories in Yelmana Dénsa. In addition, Ras Haylu took
lands for irrigation purposes and started to construct small dams across the Sena (at Gomingé),
i§eggéiz (around Ad¢t) and Tul (at Gwaya Qifa and Tamamafi) rivers. State tenure in Yelmana
Dénsa also included the gulf lands of Ras Haylu and his officials. Under the gult system, Ras
Haylu’s officials collected tributes from each village and retained a share of it in lieu of salary.
They were also given several gult lands in return for their services.” Like rest land rights, gult
rights were hereditary in Yelmana Dénsa before the period of Ras Haylu. They were often
described by the term resti- gult. However, in the 20" century Ras Haylu began to appoint his
own favourites as gultdgdz or gult enddrasé particularly for the gandgdb localities mentioned

above. In fact, he did recognize some of the hereditary gulti gaz or balé gulit.”

For the majority of the villager parishioners of Yelmana Dénsa, including rest land owning
Muslims, rest land was the basis of their livelihood. Rest owners used it for various purposes
including farming, grazing, dwelling, gardening and renting. Land was also a source of revenue

for the state, churches, monasteries and their officials and servants. Any extra land of the

Bilay, /tégé Taviu Bi Dibri Miwi, p- 66. ; Negatu (1), pp. 33, 34, 37. ; Geremew, pp. 22-23, 24. For
the term geféf among others see Sileshi, pp. 31, 36, and for the names of church tenure see among others Dessalegn
Rahmato, Agrarian Reform in Ethiopia (Uppsala: Scandinavian Institution of African Studies), pp. 19-20 and for
the term rim see Crummey, many pages.

"®Negatu (I1), pp. 8-11. ; Nebeyu, pp. 10-12. ; Dawit, p. 9. See also Crummey, pp. 194, 232.

"Negatu (I1), Ibid. ; Nebeyu, pp. 10-12.
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the term rim see Crummey, many pages.

"’Negatu (IT), pp. 8-11. ; Nebeyu, pp. 10-12. ; Dawit, p. 9. See also Crummey, pp. 194, 232,

"Negatu (IT), Tbid. ; Nebeyu, pp. 10-12.

61



balabbats, churches and monasteries of the district were usually rented to those in need under
o
different tenure arrangements most commonly on the basis of share cropping.”” Here,
informants state that there were also many rent free dependents who settled on rest lands of
balabbats or on rims of monasteries with the obligation of supplying labour services to the land
owner.”* However, like other parts of the country, rest land owners of the district had tribute
or service obligations to pay either to the state or the church. For instance, in the parish of Adét
land was traditionally believed to have belonged to the monastery of Médhané Alim and often
described as ydgddam rest. Hence, owners of this gddam land had service or tribute

obligations.™

In short, based on customary laws and oral traditions the land related ri ghts mentioned above
remained to be the bases of the local socio economic development of the district under
investigation.”

2.3. 2. The Development of Trade in Yelmana Dénsa

In addition to cultivating the land, some people of the district of Yelmana Dénsa, particularly
Muslims, earned their income through the participation in short-and long distance trade. Some
Christian merchants also participated in long distance trade during the early 20" century. The
existence of the famous Haylu Gébiya at Adét and the annual market place called Teqemet
Sellas¢ held for three days at Firds Misk (in Zira Beruk) to the south of Adét attracted

merchants as far north as Asmara and as far south as the Oromo territories south of the Abbay

river. In other words, Adét was one of the market towns of Gojjam which tapped most of the

Informants: Gibiydhu Qanfid, Fitini Aynalim, Addam Kibbidi and Tafiri Ejegu. ; Geremew, p. 23.

“Informants: Gibdyihu Qdnifd, Addam Kibbidi and Tiwabi Ay¢iih. ; Negatu (II), pp. 19, 20.

“Informant: Taddisi Gibra Maryam, Tigiifid Ewniitu and Assageré Cikkol. ; Geremew, p. 23. For
instance, the Gaflats of Adét were traditionally recognized as: “héigedasé vitdsiru” /those whose tenure

arrangement was based on giving religious services/.

Zelalem, p. 4. ; Geremew, p. 25.
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regional trade.” The first market place was sometimes known as the “market of Gojjam” and
the second the “market of Ethiopia,” which explains their fame and importance.”” In addition,
there were rural markets in Yelmana Dénsa like Yezora, Agetta, Firds Wiigga, Endgadé and

Gonj (in Qollalla) which were visited by local merchants.’®

The most important caravan merchants of Yelmana Dénsa during the early 20" century
included Négadrases Abdulgader Aman, Finta Negusé and Ali Ahmad (later Néigadras Hajj),
Grazmac Asiggé Yemir, Zarihun Al Qéchenu Adim, Muhé Adim” and Abba Wildi
Eyisus.® According to Abdussamad, the Saturday market of Adét popularly known as Haylu
Giébidya was “...an important enterpdt for imported goods from Arabia, Egypt, India, etc., and
amole from Tegray...” Abdussamad maintains that Haylu Gibiya was full from about October
23 to the end of December. This was chiefly because the people of the neighbouring areas of
Adama, Amidamit, Yelmana, Dénsa, Qollilla and Mécha brought agricultural products to the
market during this harvesting season.®' In addition, the craft workers of Adét and rural localities
like Agetta, God§iyi, Dibrd Miwi and others supplied their products to the same market.
Hundreds of merchants from Agiw Meder and Diga Damot also visited the weekly Saturday

market of Adét to sell their horses and mules. These merchants in turn took amolé and skin

"Informants: Zalliga Alldllenfi, Fitind Aynalim, Gibiyihu Qdnnd and Aldbaciw Wagaw. ;
Abdussamad, “Trade and politics in Gojjam”, pp- 27-30.

"Informant; Léggdsi Qalu. He was a skin merchant from Seré (Tegray) who settled at Adét shortly after
1941. He declares that he had heard about the fame of the markets as young boy before 1936.

"®Informants: Addam Kibbidi and Fitind Aynalidm.
"Informants: Admasu Gugsa, Zilliqa Alléllefin and Fatina Aynalim.; Zelalem, pp. 17-18.
FInformant: Zilliqi Alldllefi.

8 Abdussamad, “Trade and politics in Gojjam”, pp. 29-30. ; Geremew, p. 23. ; Informants: Zilligd
Alléllen, Fitind Aynaldm and Gibiyihu Qafina.
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works from Adét market to their respective areas.®® Merchants from Bigémder were also

particularly interested in mules from the market at Adét

The most important items that were brought to Adét across caravan routes via BahrDar and
Alata were cloth, zdha or buti (yarn), perfume, firearms, metallic objects and utensils. These
goods mostly came from Asmara or Massawa and the Sudan.®* In addition, amolé from Tegray
(through Lasta); and gold, ivory, civet, coffee, slaves and others from south of the Abbay found
their way to Adét during the period. The main trade items obtained from Yelmana Dénsa
needed by both local merchants and those from other places included honey, butter, spices,

pepper, hides, skins, craft works and items brought from south of the Abbay river."

Because of the development of trade during the period, Adét town was connected with different
other towns by a network of trade routes. The route from Mota and Dibrd Wirq was extended
to Addis Ababa. The Buré-Amidamit line also connected Adét with Gemja Bét, Enjibara, and
Dimbiicha and beyond. Likewise, the route from Firiis Wigga was extended to Dangela, Bahr
Dar and Zigé and Mitimma. The route from Alata also reached Bégémder, which extended to
Gondar. Most of these routes were also used by long distance merchants; that is, to and from

Mitdmma, Asmara, and the region south of the Abbay River.®

ngbdussamad, Ibid.
SInformant: Fidnd Aynaldm. ; Geremew, pp. 19-20.

#Informants: Gibiyihu Qénna, Bayih Filligi and Addufia Ayegih. ; Yelmana Dénsa District Culture
and Tourism Office, “Profile of Yelmana Dénsa Wirdda”, p. 4. ; Seltene, “A History of Bahr Dar”, p. 16.

SInformants: Fitinid Aynalim, Gibdyihu Qarind, Bayih Filliqd, Zilliqd Allilledi and Addufia Ayegih.
See also Seltene, “A History of Bahr Dar”, pp. 59, 68.

*Informants: Fitini Aynaliim, Gibiyihu Qinnd, Bayih Filliqi, Zilliqi Alldlleffi and Adduiia Aye&ih;

Seltene, “A History of Bahr Dar”, p. 27. See the map of the major trade routes in Gojjam during the late 19" and
early 20" centuries attached below:.
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Map 6 Trade Route until 1935
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As mentioned above, the presence of the three days annual market of Teqemet Sellase was a
great advantage for the development of long distance trade in Yelmana Dénsa during the early
20" century. Informants invariably state that merchants from Sidwa, Biagémder, Tegray and
other parts of Gojjam came to Adét starting from the eve of this annual market with countless
trade items. Among others, merchants from Dibrd Marqos area brought jewelry. The main
reason for this was the large quantity of production of luxury goods by the “work shop”
organized by Ras Haylu near Dibrd Marqos. Likewise, those merchants from Biigémder were
very interested in the horses, mules and donkeys sold at the markets at Adét. Long distance
merchants stayed at Adét town for about two months until they completed the selling and
buying of the necessary trade items.?” On the other hand, the people of Adét were noted for the
hospitality they offered to merchants who stayed in the town. Particularly, the presence of
mdsita ladies and abundance of food and drinks eased the stay of merchants in Adét. This
could be illustrated by the popular song first versified by merchants from Dibri Wirq and
Bi¢ana in their stay at Adét, whose statements run:

AL hAol@. h P LCHF
®L hhaodLi ao)y Favn(iz:

The English translation of the couplet reads:

[ went to Adét, but unfortunately 1 came back instead of living there
permanently.

Conversely, merchants from Adét and other localities of Yelmana Dénsa visited the weekly

markets of Dangela, Sigadi (in Mitikkil), Ddmbégha, Dibra Marqos, Dibri Wirq and Martold

Maryam towns.*

8 nformants: Fitind Aynalim, Gabiyihu Qdnfd, Bayih Filliqd, Zilliga Allillenf and Adduria
Ayegih.; Geremew, pp. 19-20. For the “workshop™ at Dibri Marqos, see Habtamu, pp. 191-193.

881, formant: Tafird Ejegu. Informants such as Tafird Ejegu, Alibaciw Wagaw and Menald Tezazu
mention Etitu Wildé, Etitu Bisiwer, Ye$samu Berru and Ténayé Berru as some of the most important mdsdta

(local drinks) sellers of Adét during the period.

89 A bdussamad, “Trade and Politics in Gojjam”, p. 31.
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As noted above, considerable number of merchants of the district, particularly Muslim
merchants also participated in long distance trade as far as Asmara in the north and as far as
the territories south of the Abbay River in the south. Local merchants and their gordidimans
(loaders and unloaders) headed by their Néiigadras usually started their journey by the middle
of November and reached Asmara after two months of travel. Then, they returned home and
reached Adét at the beginning of April.”® Interestingly, workers temporarily employed by the
[talians in Tripoli were able to return home safely accompanying long distance merchants of
Yelmana Dénsa. Other local long distance merchants also travelled as far south as Jimma.®!
The most famous of all the Néigadrases during the period of Ras Haylu was Ndgadras
Abdulqader Aman (Alqader) of Méndari Eyisus to the west of Adét.”? He could bring 300 to
400 mules’ load of Yébaher ega (goods imported by sea) and other items from Asmara.® The
people of Yelmana Dénsa were happy the moment Abdulqader returned to Adét usually at the
beginning of April for commodities would be cheaper and available by then. They expressed
their excitements by the following verse:

alo 210, ALCH hAPE(C:

NLNJ LI°F N P70 A

LAOT N4 HMY . Q78 NG
The English translation of this verse is:

When Abdulgader returned to Adét, the peasants of Dénsa became very happy
because it was possible to exchange nine amolé with one Maria Theresa thaler.

*Informants: Fiiind Aynaldm, Gabiyihu Qdiid and Alibadiw Wagaw. ; Abdussamad, “Trade and
Politics in Gojjam”, pp. 37-38.

HInformant: Zilligi Allilledn

*Informants: Many informants. ; Abdussamad, “Trade and Politics in Gojjam”, p. 30. ; Geremew, p. 19;
Zelalem, pp. 17-18.

B Asrat, p. 26.

Y7elalem, p. 18.
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Ras Haylu himself actively participated in the trade in Gojjam through his trade agents. Haylu
was also a major trade partner of the Italians in Eritrea and the British in the Sudan.” Informants
remembered that Haylu exported whatever items he could get from Yelmana Dénsa including
bulls, cotton cloths, coffee, bean, pea, pumpkin and cartridge in to Matimma and Massawa.”®
Besides, as mentioned above, Ras Haylu constructed 50 room tavern houses at Adét and sold
meat, enjdra and drinks. Haylu levied a special honey tax on peasants and sold fjj at Adét.””
Some informants comment that Haylu's avarice for money manifested itself not only in
receiving a tax of one Maria Theresa thaler from a handicapped beggar, but also in the sale of
the enjara supplied to him by the local people as mdten.”®

2. 3.3. Handicrafts man ship

In addition to merchant community members, there were several other professional groups
scattered throughout the district of Yelmana Dénsa during the period under study. Because they
lacked rest lands, handicraft workers practiced their jobs or manufactured various locally made
articles using crude implements in their isolated dwelling sites.”” Many of them practiced their
hereditary professions in Adét town. Usually, handicraft workers exchanged their products with
the agricultural products or sold them to long distance merchants. They also supplied their

products to local rulers, churches and monasteries as part of their tribute obligation.'"’ Some of

*Seltene, “A History of Resistance in Gojjam”, p. 17.
**Informants: Alimay Bogali and Zilliqi Allillefif.
*’Informants: Many informants.

*Informant: Alimay Bogald and Agiiber Bayh.

Pnformants; Gibayihu Qanni, Alibatiw Wagaw, Addufia Ayeéih and Yirom Alimu. ; Abdussamad,
“Trade and Politics in Gojjam”, p. 27.

1% Abdussamad, “Trade and Politics in Gojjam”, pp. 28-30.
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the important handicraft specializations practiced at least in the meslinés of Yelmana and

Dénsa are discussed below.

To begin with, tanning, flying and leather working were practiced, among others, at Qwara
S€yon, Gafat and Ayqé Tuba surrounding Adét town; Wiybinf and Jangibbir in Dibri Miwi;
Teru Chabba, Yaqorinch, Menagibich, and Gos8dyi. The tanners of these and other localities
of Yelmana Dénsa manufactured different articles from locally obtained skins and
hides.'?' They mainly manufactured slecping skins, thongs, ropes, bags, belts, saddles, bridles,
shields and so forth. Handicraft workers of Yelmana Dénsa largely depended on the Saturday
market of Adét to sell their products. Hence, according to Abdussamad, Adét was famous
among long distance caravan traders particularly for its supply of angdleba.'> In addition,
female house hold members of tanners particularly those in Adét ran open market day dealings

through binding parchment scrolls and house hold utensils.'®

Likewise, other localities like Fatman, Jangibér, Ambatna, Singififia and Gog§iyi were noted
for the presence of black smiths in them during the period. Individual smiths also ran their
business in other isolated homesteads, mostly as dependents of land owners.'™ Like tanners,
black smiths manufactured agricultural implements, household utensils and ecclesiastical
articles, including the plough, axe, swords, knives, spear heads, bells and nails.'® Iron bead

was brought to Adét from Massawa, Mitdmma, Gondar and Addis Ababa by long distance

Mnformants: Addam Kibbadi andTawabi Ayeih. ; Geremew, p. 23. Leather working is still being
practiced in these localities.

*PInformants: Fitind Aynaldm and Zillagd Allillefii. ; Abdussamad Hajj Ahmad, “Gojjam, Trade, Early
Merchant Capital”, p. 203. ; Abdussamad, “Trade and Politics in Gojjam”, pp. 27-30. Angdilba was a leather sheet
used by women to carry babies.

%nformants: Addufia Ayegih, Figinid Aynalim and Tafiri Ejegu.

% Informants: Tawabi Ay¢ih and Eskiziya Addam. ; Geremew, pp. 21,22, 23.

1% Abdussamad, “Gojjam: Trade, Early Merchant Capital”, p. 203.
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merchants.'°° Furthermore, jewelers such as copper and silver smiths of GoSsdyd, Seggiiz, Adét
and other localities of Yelmana Dénsa manufactured crosses of different shapes and sizes, and
different kinds of jewels which were highly demanded by female inhabitants of the district and
merchants. They also manufactured paraphernalia for horses and mules. These human and
animal ornamentations were so popular in Yelmana Dénsa that a jeweler had a less pejorative
identification, anterdiia, than a black smith, the dabdlanssa. Besides, local jewelers purchased

some quantities of jewels from long distance merchants and sold them at local markets.'"”

Muslim weaver and merchant farmers also had clustered villages throughout Yelmana Dénsa
during the carly 20" century. Mindari Eyisus, Adét, Ereberb, Ayqitubba, Agetta, Wiiniiba,
Yebaba and Ali Misek (in Qolldlla) were the major dwelling sites of the Muslims of the
district.'" Although many of the Muslims of Yelmana Dénsa practiced some farming and long
distance trade, other social groups of the district always identified them as Sdmmané
(weaver).'” In fact, there were also Christian weavers in the district, who were accorded the
same identification. Some of the important sites of Christian weavers were Ambatna, Adét,
Dibri Méawi, Jangiibir and Gossdya. Christian weavers were more favoured than their Muslim
counter parts by the neighbouring Christian farming households. This was chiefly because the
garments woven by Christian weavers were believed to have curative value through satisfying
the sprits called Zar and Wuqabé. At any rate, Muslim weavers of the district manufactured

varieties of textiles that were highly demanded by local peoples and merchants. Weaving was

1061 formants: Zilliqa Allillefifi, Gabiyihu Qéaind and Baydh Filldqa.

W07 formants: Zilliga Allilledi, Gibiyihu Qéfia and Bayih Filldgd. ; Geremew, pp. 19-20. ; Negatu
(1D, p. 19.

108 [y formants: Sentayihu Ayaléw, Addufia Ayetih, Yarom Alimu and Taddésd Gabrd Maryam;
Zelalem, p. 40.

109Negatu (IT), p. 19. ; R. Pankhurst, Economic History of Ethiopia, 1800-1935 (Addis Ababa: Haile
Sillasie T University Press, 1965), p. 38.
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carried out using materials of foreign as well as local origin. For instance, long distance
merchants brought zéha or buti (yarn) to the market at Adét from faraway places like Asmara
and Mitimma. Muslim women also practiced spinning from raw cotton supplied by the
peasants of Yelmana, Qollilla, Mégha and Bigémder. In fact, this traditional spinning was
skillfully also practiced by Christian women for the manufacture of their personal garments.'"’
In relation to the manufacturing of cloths, it should also be noted that Balambaras Wirqnih
Kassa of Ayqidtubba (north cast of Adét) introduced some sewing machines before the Italian
occupation period.!'" In addition, Muslim women particularly of Adét and its surroundings

supplemented their household incomes by retailing spices, peppet, salt, razor blades, perfume

and other things at the market of Adét.'”

Furthermore, pottery making was practiced by female peasants of Danbag, Daval, Degutit,
Yezora (Diriqé), Gossiyd, Jangibar and other places of Yelmana Dénsa. But, better quality
utensils made of pottery manufactured in the neighboring districts of Qwarit and Taliya-Lejj
Ambira were sold at the weekly Saturday market of Adét.'" Pottery makers of the district
manufactured varieties of cooking and food receptacles and other utensils from locally obtained
clay mud."™ Other peasant women of the Diiga (high land) areas of Yelmana Dénsa and Déga

Damot were also suppliers of baskets of different sizes.'"”

10 formants: Fitind Aynalim, Tafird Ejegu and Gibéyiihu Qanna.
Migeltene, “A History of Bahr Dar”, p. 59. ; Informant: Addam Kibbida.
121y formant; Addam Kibbidi, Adduiia Aye¢ih and Gabiyihu Qdnnia.

1131 formants: Addam Kibbiidi andTafird Ejegu. Still now the main suppliers of pottery for the market
of Adét are those mentioned here.

Wepankhurst, Economic History of Ethiopia, p. 276.

151 formant: Addam Kibbidi and Tawaba Ayéah. However, nowadays basket production has
considerably reduced in Yelmana Dénsa and adjacent areas due to shortage of bamboo trees.

Fd



2. 3. 4. The Social Condition of the People of Yelmana Dénsa District

During the carly 20™ century, Yelmana Dénsa district, like other parts of Gojjam, had a
distinctively ranked society based on land ownership and gu/t administration rights. [t was also
composed of both Christian and Muslim parishioner members with a distinctive Christian
majority. The most important social components of the district under investigation are
discussed under this sub section of the thesis.

2. 3. 4. 1. Local Rulers and Balabbats

As mentioned above, based on customary law and oral tradition land ownership and local
administrative rights were always rescrved for balabbat families of Yelmana Dénsa. By
contrast, landless members of the villages or parishes were ¢hesdnna (dependents or tenants)
of the balabbats. A new comer to a parish could become a balabbat through marriage, but only
if he or she belonged to a socially recognized family. Therefore, local rulers formed the upper
echelon of the people of Yelmana Dénsa during the early 20™ century followed by balabbats

including the clergy.''®

Sources indicate that local officials were highly respected by the local people in general using
honorific titles like géto¢ (our lord) or gétayd (my lord); and emdbétitu or emméte (my lady)
for his wife.!!” Furthermore, balabbat families were generally dignified by different honorific
terms like yasaw lej (laity), telg siw (great man) and ydchdwa lej (courteous). More
specifically, tribute paying parishioner members of the district were identified by particular
terms corresponding to their jobs. They included kahenat (clergy), ¢hiwa (courteous) or

balagiir (peasant) and ¢hesdiiiia (dependent or tenant). The clergy of big monasteries of

L8[ formants: Gibiyihu Qafina, Ailageré Cakkol, Fitiind Aynalidm and Zilliqd Allillend. ; Negatu (II),
pp. 8-12.

W nformant: Addam Kibbidi. See also Hoben, p. 199; Levine, pp. 80, 156, 254.
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Yelmana Dénsa district were also identified by the term mahebéroc (monastic communities). e

Christian family heads had voluntary religious associations during the period under study
known as mahebdr held once each month in commemoration of Saint Mary, Saint George,
Miidhané Alim, Archangels Gabra’él and Mika'él and so forth. Further, it was socially
obligatory for cach of the houscholds of the parishes of the district to preparc a ceremony in
the name of a particular tabot (ark) once every year and feed relatives, the clergy and passers-
by. In return for managing the social and religious affairs of local communities of each parish,
the clergy were also beneficiarics of religious feasts collectively known as mdharra which
included sénbdté, kerstenna (baptism), tézekar or ydmut amdt (memorial feast of the
anniversary of the dead) and the like."" Finally, Ras Haylu Tékld Haymanot introduced in to
Yelmana Dénsa what has been termed fenter (drink after doing a business). This was a supply
of one madegga téilla (a jar of local bear) to elders who arbitrated disputes or negotiated the

exchange of cattle and pack animals.'*
2. 3. 4. 2.The Social Status of Occupational (Professional) Groups

Regardless of their services and the tributes they paid to local ecclesiastical and secular rulers,
professional groups were commonly considered as complementary social categories. As it was
true in other parts of the country, local co-resident farming community members of Yelmana

Dénsa invariably looked down up on crafts men, merchants and other professionals. In other

18Geremew, pp. 24-25. See also Hoben, pp. 201, 204. Here, it should be noted that particularly some of
the big monasteries of Yelmana Dénsa were very important centers of religious learning since earlier periods.
They had famous mdmehers or mérigétas (instructors) during the early 20™ century like Miérigéta Gété Adegiih
of Adét, Ligi Heruyan Zigiys Gibri Sellasé of Dabrd Miwi, Oésd Gébdz Haddis Kidanat of Selalo and Ma ebiil
Dissé of Gonj, see Bilay, Itégé Tayiu Bi Dibrd Mdwi, pp. 76-80. ; Levine, p. 8. See also Appendix VI

191y formant: Ciré Agifin and Addam Kibbédi. See also Fantahun, p. 66. ; Habtamu, pp. 76-77.

1201hformant: Addam Kiibbida and Tawabi Aycih.
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words, professional groups were socially marginalized. As a result, various terms with

pejorative meanings were accorded to them.

To begin with, although they were Christians, except the Muslims of the district, professionals
were considered as religiously “impure”.'*' Craft workers were identified by a generic name
of tiyb or tibib (plural, tdbiban).'** Black smiths were identified by the name ddibdlansa or
ardbdiiiia' Pinstead of “the worker in iron”.'** Similarly, pottery makers were mentioned by
the name filasa'?instead of “potters™.'*® Further, tanners of the district were commonly
identified by the term fagi'’/instead of “the worker in lcather”.!?® Weavers were also
indiscriminately called Sdmmané with pejorative implication.!” In the past, the inferior
position of a merchant of Yelmana Dénsa manifested itself by insulting phrases accorded to
him like méchaiia néikas (biter of the leather rope)."** No matter how large rest lands a craft

worker might own, he could never be accorded socially honorific titles described above. '

Moreover, professional groups of the district under investigation were more secluded in case

121Hoben, p. 204. ; Muse, p. 89. Traditionally, the prestigious occupations were farming, administration,
the church and the military.

12Hoben, pp. 201, 204. ; Levine, pp. 70-71.
123Negatu (IT), p. 19.

1249 Chron. 24: 12.

“Informants: Addam Kébbidi and Tawabi Ay¢ih. Alternatively the term Sdhdld Séry was also used
by other local peoples, among others see, Tecle Haimanot, p. 43. Nowadays, the term Sdhdla sdry is being used
instead of the term FiilasSa.

126Jer 18: 2-6. ; | Chron. 4: 23.

W nformants: Many informants. ; Negatu (1), p. 19.

281bid. ; Mathew 9: 35- 38.

2Negatu (I1), p. 19. ; Pankhurst, Economic History of Ethiopia, p. 45.

130This statement is a derivative of Pankhurst, p. 45. I personally heard the insult some times in the past.

3 oben, p. 128. ; Levine, p. 71.
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of marriage than other social affairs.'?? Regarding this, Negatu mentions that while giving
traditional titles like Grazmac and Ligdmdikwas, Ras Haylu Tékla Haymanot strictly forbade
the marriage relations between professional groups and the farming balabbats.">> Nor could
they were allowed to have a seat alongside the balabbats at special occasions like public feasts
and gatherings. This was chiefly because of not only the low status accorded to them but also
the fear of their “evil eyes”.'?* Hence, a range of sources explain that the belief in the buda
syndrome was psychologically damaging to occupational castes in general.'* It has been
believed that the buda could kill others and their animals or destroy their crop through the evil
eye. For that reason, members of other cognate groups particularly women and children had to

cover their faces in the presence of a buda."*

5 4. Yelmana Dénsa District During the Period of Ras Emeru Hayli Sellas¢:

1932-1936

The year 1932 was a turning point in the history of Gojjam in general and Yelmana Dénsa in
particular. This was because Gojjam lost its autonomous status and the dynasty of Déjjazmac
Yosédéq (18™ century) of Gojjam ended in 1932. Ras Haylu Tikld Haymanot and Ras Téfari
were in dispute particularly in the late 1920s. In1930 Ras Haylu was taken to Addis Ababa

under the order of Ras Tifiri (later Emperor Hayld Sellas¢) and never returned again.'?’ Later

B2Negatu (II), p. 19. ; Informants: Tiwaba Aycah, Eskiziya Addam and Taziibaw Tarafa

133Ncgatu (1), p. 19.
B341bid. See also Hoben, pp. 203, 204.

B5Muse, pp. 15, 77-80. See also Wilda Maryam (4ldga), p. 92. ; Plowden, pp. 259-260. Here, Willdd
Maryam, in his explanation about Emperor Téwodros's stay at the locality of Abola to the north of Adét town,
states that: “...A0A @94 310 £0-& U-A- “IAT 1a.°/Abola means a king including the Buda/.

3bid.

B7Dawit, p. 12. ; Asrat, p. 27. ; Seltene, “A History of Resistance in Gojjam”, p. 12.
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on, in June 1932 a case which was used as a pretext to confiscate the entire property of Ras
Haylu and bring the province of Gojjam under the direct central government control was
brought to the Emperor. Here, Ras Haylu was allegedly accused of guilty of involving in the
escape of Lej Eyasu from prison at Fec¢é. Under the final verdict of Emperor Hayla Sellasé,
Ras Haylu was sentenced to life imprisonment and his entire property was confiscated.' At
Adét Ras Haylu's property was auctioned at lower prices by his trade agents like Fitawrari

Kassa Engeda and Atos Mulat, Gulelat, Terunih Kiibbida and AsSagré Terundh. £

In place of Ras Haylu, Déjjazmac Emeru Hayli Sellasé, a cousin of the Emperor, was promoted
to the rank of Ras and was appointed governor general of Gojjam Awrajja (province).
However, Ras Emeru's rule in Gojjam was preceded by an interim administration of Kdntiba
Matibé Dirisso from the gebbi (compound) of Ras Haylu at Dibrd Marqos. It seems that the
major task of Mitibé was to facilitate the registration and transfer of the wealth of Ras Haylu

from Gojjam into Addis Ababa.

The new administrative arrangement of the Emperor aroused wide opposition from many
notables and clergy of Gojjam. They claimed that the actions taken by the emperor were against
tradition."* The Gojjamés opposed the situation from two grounds. The first was that Gojjam

was the domain of the descendants of Ddijjazmac Yosédéq as recognized by the Gondarine

18\ firse’¢ Haziin Wiildi Qirqos, “Selid Ras Haylu Nebrit Miwiris Ena Dibri Marqos Bitéindsaw Amba
Gwaro Bezu Siw Miigodatu” (Manuscript, Amharic, n.d.), Ethiopian National Archive and Library Agency (here
after N. A. L. A.), Folder Number eo. 3. @. <. 63.1, File Number, 33.13.; Tikli Hawaryat Takld Maryam
(Fitawrari), Auto Biography (Yi Heywoté Tarik) (Addis Ababa: Addis Ababa University Press, 2004 E. C.), pp.
413-414. ; Seltene, “A History of Resistance in Gojjam™, p. 12. Tikld Hawaryat describes that as the then Minister
of Finance he was one of the 50 personalities who gave their own judgments on Ras Haylu and his property.

139 formants: Afagré Cikkol and Addam Kabbadi.

140\ irse ¢ Hazin Wildd Qirgos's Collection, “Sela Ras Haylu Nebrit Mawiris Ena Dibrd Marqos

Biitiindsaw Amba Gwaro Bezu Siw Migodatu”, N. A. L. A, Folder Number @v. 5. @). 4. 63.1, File Number,
33.13. ; Seltene, “A History of Resistance in Gojjam”, pp. 23-24. ; Nebeyu, p. 16.
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monarchs.'! The second ground was that in accordance with the agreement between Menilek
IT and Negus Tikli Haymanot, Gojjam should always be governed by the descendants of the
latter. "2 Tn this case, Negatu remarked that the expectation of most Gojjamé notables was that
the emperor would appoint Ddjjazmac Kassa Misfen of Damot and Agiw Meder, a descendant

of Ras Kenfu Adam, as the governor general of Gojjam province.'**

The first reaction against the new arrangement of Emperor Hayld Sellasé came from the son of
Ras Haylu, Fitawrari Admasu. 144 Informants indicate that Admasu and his brother, Tdsamma,
went to Dibri Marqos through Dénsa where their soldiers killed seven people at a place called
Gosgiya because of a skirmish with its inhabitants.'* On arriving at Dbrd Marqos, Admasu
was able to force Matiibé temporarily to retreat into the distant hill of Yiwes at the beginning
of October 1932. However, Admasu surrendered soon and was sent to Addis Ababa. By
contrast, Fitawrari Tasimma complied and was temporarily reinstated as the governor of
Mécha.'® Immediately after the end of the rebellion of Admasu, Ras Emeru came to Gojjam

on October 22, at the head of a huge army.'*?

iNegatu (I1), pp. 22-24.
142ge|tene, “A History of Resistance in Gojjam”, p. 23. ; Dawit, p. 12.

3Negatu (I1), p. 22. Weyziro Negest Tikli Haymanot was married to Ras Misfen of Agiw Meder and
Damot, see Tikli Sellasé, “Yi Goggam Tarik, Chapter, 437, p. 168.

L4 fiirse’ é Haziin Wiildi Qirgos's Collection, “Seld Ras Haylu Nebrit Mawiris Ena Dibrd Marqos
Biitinisaw Amba Gwaro Bezu Saw Migodatu”, N. A. L. A., Folder Number av. 5. . 4. 63.1, File Number,
33.13. ; Seltene, “A History of Resistance in Gojjam™, p. 24.

1511 formants: Addam Kibbidi and Zilliga Alldlleii. Among the dead were Grazmac Gétahun Asiné,
Ato Tifarid Zilligi, Grazmac Cikkol and Sitinna (a slave of Gétahun) of the locality.

1463¢](ene, “A History of Resistance in Gojjam”, pp. 24-26. ; Nebeyu, p. 16.
WIhid. : Marse'é Hazin Wilda Qirqos’s Collection, “Seld Ras Haylu Nebrit Mawiras Ena Dibri

Margos Bitinisaw Amba Gwaro Bezu Siw Migodatu”, N. A. L. A, Folder Number @o. 5. @. €. 63.1, File
Number, 33.13.
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Ras Emeru re divided the province of Gojjam in to twelve administrative units called abdgazoc
which were further divided in to wdrddas (districts). Accordingly, Yelmana Dénsa was
designated as one abdgaz and its former meslinés were renamed as wérddas (districts). He
also appointed officials based on political considerations. Ras Emeru forcibly imprisoned many
Gojjamé notables and removed several others from their offices. In place of them Emeru
brought new officials from outside Gojjam and posted them as provincial and sub provincial
administrators, judges, financiers and Abdgazes (military commanders).'"** For instance,
Qdnnazmac Kibbidad Berru was assigned as a financier in charge of controlling the collection
of the tithe, fines, court fees and other tributes. Ndgadras Siarsa Wild was also appointed to
channel out all custom revenues from Gojjam to the imperial treasury. Similarly, Fitawrari
Kenfd Manyaziwal, seconded by Abba Gilan, was in charge of the provincial troops of Ras

Emeru.'*

On the other hand, Ras Emeru appointed new local officials and reinstated those who had been
in exile in Addis Ababa during Ras Haylu's rule. Among others, Ddjjazmac Sebhatu Yegzaw
and Fitawrari Sefiraw Emeru were reinstated as governors of the districts of Yelmana Dénsa
and Mécha, respectively.'*® Sebhatu's nephew, Fitawrari Yegzaw Kassa was also made his
secretary. Both local rulers governed Yelmana Dénsa from their seat at Qwayt (in Anbasit)
southeast of Adét. During the interim period in 1932; that is, before the installment of
Dijjazmac Sebhatu, the responsibility over Yelmana Dénsa had been entrusted to Fitawrari
Engdayidhu Miisfen (brother of Déjjazmac Kassa described above) of Damot and Agiw Meder.

However, the moment Engedayihu came to the district and stationed at Kon¢& Sellasé to the

Y¥8Negatu (IT), p. 23. ; Emeru, pp. 244-246.

MINegatu (11), p. 22. For Néigadras Sirsi Wild, see also Bahru, “Economic Origins of the Absolutist
State in Ethiopia”, p. 22.

OEmeru, p. 245. ; Seltene, “A History of Resistance in Gojjam”, p. 26. ; Nebeyu, p. 17.
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south of Adét, Fitawrari Terfé Kassa of Yelmana, a loyal servant of Ras Haylu, skirmished
with him. But, with the intervention of the clergy of Adét, Terfé surrendered and was

imprisoned for some times at Dibri Marqos. '

Furthermore, although there was no substantial change in the traditional administration of
Gojjam during his rule, Ras Emeru attempted to introduce many new and modern innovations
in to Gojjam. Among others, Ras Emeru cancelled the different taxes and corvée labour of Ras
Haylu. Instead, Emeru institutionalized regular taxation system.'>? The other innovations of
Emeru included the introduction of modern education, court, military training and
infrastructure in to Gojjam.'> Shortly afterwards, Ras Emeru got the acceptance of the people
of Buré-Damot, Yelmana Dénsa and Mégha districts particularly following his marriage to the
granddaughter of Rasbitwdiddid MéngiSa Atikidm, Wiyziro Seggé Maryam Wildid Rufa'él.
This was because Mingisa genealogically belonged to the peoples of all these territories.'>*

Finally, all the above internal developments and introduction of modern innovations in Gojjam
by Ras Emeru were curtailed because of the invasion of fascist Italy in 1935/ 36, as will be

discussed in the next chapter.

BUnformant: Yirom Alimu.

52Nebeyu, p. 18. ; Dawit, p. 12.

153Negatu (IT), p. 24. ; Nebeyu, p. 12. ; Emeru, pp. 246-248.

1*Negatu (IT), p. 23. ; Asral, p- 27. Tn fact, there was the resumption of rebellions against Emeru's rule
in Gojjam led by Lej Mammo Haylid Mik’él, grandson of Ras Haylu, and Ddjazmac Giassissd Biliw in the course

of 1934-1935 as will be discussed in the next chapter of the thesis; see Emeru, pp- 249-250. ; Nebeyu, pp. 19-20.
; Seltene, “A History of Resistance in Gojjam”, pp. 28-30.
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Chapter Three

Yelmana Dénsa District During the Period of Italian Occupation

(1936-1941)

As indicated above, fascist Italians invaded Ethiopia beginning from October 3, 1935. At the
beginning of May 1936, they completed their invasion and declared that Ethiopia was a
component part of the newly formed Afiica Orientale Italiana (Italian East African Empire).
Then, the Italians occupied Ethiopia until 1941." Therefore, this chapter of the thesis will
examine the major historical developments in Yelmana Dénsa district during the period of
[talian occupation (1936-1941) with main emphasis on Italian occupation and the resistance

put up by the patriots of Y¢lmana Dénsa and its surrounding districts.

3.1. Ttalian Subversive Activities in Yelmana Dénsa and Other Places
(C.1928-1935)

Most of the available literature explains that Ttalian colonial ambition over Ethiopia revived
following the coming to power of the Fascist party in Ttaly in 1922. For that end, particularly
since the late 1920s, Ttalian agents in Ethiopia followed a policy of subversion to create
disaffections among various northern Ethiopian chiefs against the central government. This
was mainly carried out by Italian consuls in Ethiopia such as Perazio Briclli (Dissé), Alberto
Pollera (Adwa), Rafael di Lauro (Gondar) and Canero Medici (Dibrd Marqos). These Italian
consuls were sending Italian nationals to different parts of northern and northwestern Ethiopia

disguised as merchants, travelers and physicians with the underground purpose of instigating

Bahru, 4 History of Modern Ethiopia, pp. 151, 153, 176. ; Anthony Mockler, Haile Sellasie’s War: The
Italian- Ethiopian War, 1935-1941.0xford: Oxford University Press, 1984, p. 148.

2Among others see Bahru, 4 History of Modern Ethiopia, p. 151.
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local chiefs to rise against the central government of Ethiopian.® At the same time, they carried
out intensive pro Italian propaganda and distributed amlls and bribes among Ethiopian chiefs.
Besides, the Italians studied the geography, agricultural potentials and water supplies of the
various Ethiopian regions. It should also be noted here that the centralization policy of
Emperor Hayld Sellasé made a favourable condition for the Italian subversive activities in
Ethiopia. Many Ethiopian nobles who had lost their power including Ras Gugsa Wile of
Bigémder, Ras Haylu Tikld Haymanot of Gojjam and Déjjazmac Ayaléw Berru of Simén and

Wiilqayt sought Italian assistance to reassert their local authorities.’

ost of all, the Italian consul at Gondar, Di Lauro, exhaustively studied the Lake Tana region,
including Zdgé, and its population. Then, Di Lauro fed the fascist government with valuable
information that enabled it to have wide prior knowledge of the region. Some sources also
indicate that Di Lauro played a great role in instigating Rases Gugsa Wiil¢ and Haylu Tékld
Haymanot to rise up against Ras Téfiri (later Emperor Hayli Sellasé).® Moreover, the Ttalian
consul at Dissé, Perazio Brielli, used to visit the court of Ras Haylu at Adét in Yelmana Dénsa
district. For instance, in June 1928 Brielli had conversations with Ras Haylu at Adét and
telegraphed to the Ttalian Legation in Addis Ababa about his visit and the political situation in

north central Ethiopia.” Brielli described Ras Haylu as sympathetic to Italy.® In this case, the

3Seltene, “A History of Resistance in Gojjam,” pp. 14, 15. ; Bahru, A History of Modern Ethiopia, pp.
150-151. ; Greenfield, pp. 147-148.

‘Greenfield, pp. 147-148. ; Garidiw Didmesé (trans.), Yd Mussolini Wardra Bi Ethiopia (Addis Ababa:

Zéga Publishing and Advertising Enterprisc), p. 141. The second book is the Amharic translation of Alberto
Sbacchi, Ethiopia Under Mussolini: Fascism and the Colonial Experience. London: Zed Books Ltd., 1989.

SGreenfield, pp. 147-148. ; Seltene, “A History of Resistance in Gojjam,” p. 15.
6Tikld Sadiq Mékuriya, Yé Ethiopia Tarik Ki Asé Téwodros Eskdi Qddamawi Hayli Sellasé, Second

edition (Addis Ababa: Berhan Ena Salam Printing Press, 2000), pp. 208- 211.; Tadla Zi Yohannes, Yd Ethiopia
Tarik: Italia Bé Ethiopia (Addis Ababa: Mankusa Publishing Enterprise P. L. C., 2004 E. C.), p. 20.

Seltene, “A History of Resistance in Gojjam,” pp. 15- 16.
&Tbid, p. 17.
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Italian historian Alberto Sbacchi states that Haylu also received a supply of arms from Rome.’
As indicated above, Ras Haylu was a major trade partner of the Italians in Eritrea and the
British in the Sudan. He wanted the expansion of Italian trade in his domain.'’ In this case,
Seltenc argues that Ras Haylu strongly supported the [talian plan of constructing a railway in
western Ethiopia.'' Informants also witness that Italian nationals used to come to Adét in group
and visited Ras Haylu. Informants further state that the Italians instructed Ras Haylu to
establish military fortifications and persuade other local chiefs to follow his examples."
Among the local chiefs who were persuaded by Ras Haylu to develop a strong pro Italian stance
were Fitawrari Kassa Engeda and Qdiiiazma¢ Negatu Siyfu of Dénsa, Qdnnazmac Balay
Miisisa of Qollilla, Fitawrari Terfé Kassa and Agafari Kebrit Ziru of Sdbba in Yelmana. All
these local chiefs, except the latter, later on became important banda (collaborator) leaders in

Yelmana Dénsa and Bahr Dar areas.

With the request of Ras Haylu the Ttalians also opened a medical center and a school in 1929
and a consulate in 1932 at Débrd Marqos.'* The Italian consulate at Ddbrd Margos was opened
while Ras Haylu was an absentee ruler of Gojjam, as discussed above. These Italian institutions

served as centers of Ttalian political propaganda.'® The Italian consul at Dibrd Marqos, Canero

®Gariidiiw, p. 143. Seltene also argues that Mussolini personally rewarded Ras Haylu with a machine gun
during his European tour accompanying Ras Tafdri in 1924.

107 formants: Alimay Bogald, Addam Kiibbidd and Tadddsd Gibra Maryam. ; Seltene, “A History of
Resistance in Gojjam,” p. 17

UGeltene, “A History of Resistance in Gojjam,” p. 17. ; Nebeyu, p. 13.
s formants: Sentayihu Ayaléw, Fiind Aynalim and Tadddsi Gibrd Maryam. Particularly the two
Greek merchants from Zigé namely Musie Dimitry and Musie Baslinyos came to Adét several times with their

camels.

Binformants: Bayih Falliqd, Fi(ind Aynalidm, Taddédsd Gibrd Maryam and Addam Kiibbidi. Agafari
Kebrit Ziru initially joined the Ttalian camp at Adét, but soon deserted them together with other armed bandas.

UGaridiw, p. 143. ; Seltene, “A History of Resistance in Gojjam,” p. 17.

155eltene, “A History of Resistance in Gojjam,” p. 17.; Greenfield, p. 143. ; Tadla, p. 20.
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Medici, tried his best in exploiting the rebellions of local chiefs particularly after Ras Haylu
was imprisoned. Italian agents involved in the series of revolts made by Fitawrari Admasu
Haylu in October 1932, and Lef Mammo Hayld Mikael and Dajjazmac Gassissi Bilaw in the
course of 1934- 1935 against the new administration of Ras Emeru.'® In short, Italian agents
claimed that ...one fact is pretty sure; all the populations of Gojjam are tired of Shiwan
[Sawan] domination”.!” Emperor Hayld Sellas¢ on his part believed that both Rases Gugsa and
Haylu were under heavy Italian influence on the eve of the battle of An&im (March 31, 1930)."
The Italian governor of Eritrea, Corrado Zolli, confirms the fact by stating that initially Ras
Haylu, seated at Dibrd Méawi in Yelmana Dénsa, had some connections with the planned revolt
of Ras Gugsa, but he had studied the course of events and refrained from participating in the
final engagement.'® Zolli further states that on the eve of the battle of Andim (March31, 1930)
Ras Haylu retreated from Adét to Dibrd Marqos and, in an attempt to cover up his earlier
relations with Ras Gugsa, pleaded with an Italian physician there to go with him to Addis
Ababa to witness that he was sick for such a long time.?” Emperor Hayld Sellasé also claimed

that Ras Haylu and the Italians were behind the escape of Lej Eyasu from prison in May 1932.2!

The other form of Italian reconnaissance activity just before the 1935/ 36 Italian war of invasion

was the use of hermits and monks in Gojjam and Biigémder to propagate future Italian success

16Geltene, “A History of Resistance in Gojjam,” pp. 28- 29.

l?m_

Tbid, p. 19.

1974rihun Gibré (trans.), Yé Ethiopia Tarik: Ki Asé Na'od Eskd Alga Wiras Téfiri Mékonndn, (Addis
Ababa: Eléni Publisher P. L. C., 1999 E.C.), pp. 248, 273- 274. This book is the Amharic translation of Corrado
Zoli (the Italian governor of Eritrea), Cronache etiopiche, Rome 1930.

207arihun, p. 274.

Ageltene, “A History of Resistance in Gojjam,” p. 21. See also Bahru, 4 History of Modern Ethiopia p.
137.



with the aim of making local populations desperate towards Italian aggression.”” Regarding
this, informants state that throughout the rainy season of 1935 a certain monk named Abba
Sariiw of the monastery of Agetta Eyisus was telling the people of Yelmana Dénsa on the
market day about his “dream” that the time for Yelmana Dénsa to come under a foreign force
had just arrived. Further, Abba Sariw warned inhabitants of Adét at night times by whipping a
whip and shouting like: “¥’0l T 44> 1€ 02A1G N1%74 UL ATEL 0.
W h3€4- yan...” / three thousands of white honey [white men] have been deployed in
Velmana Dénsa...those who retreat will survive.../. However, my informants have no
knowledge about the linkage of this monk with the Italian agents in Ethiopia. But, from the
words uttered by Abba Saréiw, it is possible to gauge that he had some links with Italian agents
or that he had been persuaded by Ras Haylu's local loyal supporters.”

3. 2. The Campaign Against Italian Invaders: The Siré Front

As indicated above, on October 3, 1935 fascist Italians crossed the Mirib River and started the
invasion of Ethiopia. Emperor Hayld Sellasé responded by immediately issuing a mobilization
order to all his Rases, Déjjazmaces and other noted rulers of the country.” Accordingly, Ras
Emeru of Gojjam was made the commander of the Ethiopian army on the western or the Siré
front. Other Ethiopian armies also marched to the north along the central and eastern directions

to combat with fascist invaders.”’

The army of Ethiopia under the command of Ras Emeru was composed of soldiers from

2G¢]1ene, “A History of Resistance in Gojjam,” p. 39.

BGeremew, p. 32. ; Informants: Addam Kibbida, Tafird Ejegu and Yérom Aldmu.

2Greenfield, p. 149. ; Asrat, p. 29. For the full version of the Emperor’s order see, Qald Kerstos Abbay
(Colonel), Bi 1928 E. C. Ethiopia Bd ltalia Mdwdrar (Addis Ababa: Berhan Ena Salam Printing Press, 1998 E.
C), pp. 110- 114

BBahru, A History of Modern Ethiopia, p. 154.
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Gojjam, Bigémder, Simén and $ire.20 On October 17, 1935 Ras Emeru left Dibrd Marqos for
Siré. His lieutenant was Fitawrari Kenfa Manyaziwal >’ Ras Emeru himself was at the head of
his own personal Siawan troops numbering 300.28 The Ras was also accompanied by other noted
officials of Gojjam like Ddjjazmac Misfen Giamic.?? Below Ras Emeru, Déjjazmac Mingésa
Jimbiré campaigned to the war front of $iré at the head of the forces of Méca, Agiw Meder
and Yelmana Dénsa.>® Here, Déjjazmac Sebhatu Yegzaw, his gobdz aldqa, Qdnnazmac Deris
Sefiraw, and other local officials were at the head of the troops recruited from Yelmana Dénsa.
Similarly, Déjjazmac Gississi Biliw campaigned to the Siré front at the head of the forces
from Biténa and its surroundings. Fitawrari Abisa Mijali and Fitawrari Tamrat also led the

forces of Mota and its surroundings.”'

As mentioned in the previous chapters, each gultdgdZ had the obligation to accompany his
master at the head of his own soldiers. Therefore, the moment order came from Dibrd Marqos
at the time of the Ttalian invasion, each gulti giz of Yelmana Dénsa levied fighters from among
the inhabitants in his gult areas including his own relatives.’? Other members of gultd gdZes
and their sons were also assigned to stay behind and keep the security of Yelmana Dénsa and
the safety of its inhabitants under Lej Bédzabeh Sebhatu. Among others, Qdinazmac Derds

Sefiraw campaigned to the war front at the head of his volunteers including twenty-two of his

BEmeru, pp. 265-266. ; Angelo Del Boca, The Ethiopian War: 1935-41 (London: the University of
Chicago Press, Ltd., 1969), p. 74. ; Qald Kerstos, p. 124.

2Bilay Mikonnin, Etégé Taytu Bi Dibrd Mdwi, p. 63. ; Asrat, p. 29.

20ald Kerstos, p. 201. ; Tadla, p. 38. ; Greenfield, p. 164. ; Mockler, p. 77.

Qali Kerstos, p. 127.

Dawit, p. 14. ; Bilay Mikonnan, Itégé Taytu Bd Dibrd Mdwi, p. 63.

31Bilay Mikonnin, Jtégé Taytu Bd Dibrd Mdawi, p. 63.; Informants: Many informants.

3pformants: Haylu Meteku, Tawabé Ay¢ih, Alabél Tayé and Leminch Baldw. ; Bilay Mikonnén, J/i¢gé
Taytu Béi Débrd Méwi, p. 63.; Qald Kerstos, pp. 110- 1 14. ; Tidla, pp. 32- 34.
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relatives.”™

Obviously, almost all the levies of Yelmana Dénsa were inexperienced in modern warfare and
ill equipped as opposed to the mechanized army of the enemy. Some of their backward weapons
included wechdfo (wetterly), wejjegra (Fusil Gras), dimotfir (lee met ford), libin (lebel),
méwzér (mouser), albin (alpine) béljeg and karbén (carbine) as well as sword, shield and spear.

However, they had a high morale.*!

Most of the forces of Ras Emeru including those from Yelmana Dénsa followed the route
through A&ifir and Aldfa west of Lake Tana. It seems that Ras Emeru had the intention to
incite the inhabitants of A¢fir because they were traditionally recognized as the £ itawraris of
war.33 In fact, those forces of Gojjam from Bi¢éna and Mota arcas followed the line of the
bridge of Alata and joined Emeru north of Lake Tana.’® Each abdigaz or wérdda of Gojjam had
contributed between 1000 and 2000 soldiers.” Angelo Del Boca wrote later on by interviewing
Ras Emeru that the latter was at the head of 40,000 troops, of which 25,000 were from
Gojjam.*® Déjjazmac Ayaléw Berru of Wilgayt and Simén also had a force numbering 10,000

troops.>? Other local rulers including Ddjazmac Gibri Midhin Barya'u of Siré contributed a

BLife History of Déjjazmac Deris Sifiraw (Obituary, Amharic, n.d.), p. 2. The date of writing of this 20
paged memorial must have been 1977 E. C. because Diijjazmac Deris died a year carlier on Miyazya 15,1976 E.
C. at his 74. For Lej Biizabeh Sebhatu and other gultd giZes see, “The Life History of Qdiifiazmac Dista Yemam
(Obituary) (Addis Ababa: Artistic Printers, 1978), p. no pages.

3 Alula, pp. 38- 39. ; Informant: Bayih Fillaqd and Haylu Meteku.

$Geltene Seyoum, “A History of Bahr Dar Town,” p. 47. One of my informants namely Gibiyihu
Qiiid states also that all the inhabitants of Yelmana Dénsa, Mécha and A¢ifir districts were Fitawraris of wars.

EEM.

37A Letter from Bahr Dar Awrajja Gezat Office to Gojjam Téglay Gezat Office, Date Tahsas 21, 1963
E.C., Diibri Margos University Archive and Research Center (here after D.M.U.A.R.C), Folder No., 0083, File
No., @». M. 6. ; Informant: Haylu Meteku. ; Dawit, p. 14.; Alula, p. 38.

38Del Boca, p. 74. See also Mockler, pp. 73, 77.

39@(_14
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force of 5,000 troops.*’

The route from Gojjam to Siré took Emeru a month’s journey. However, before reaching Siré,
Italian aircrafts heavily bombed the forces of Ras Emeru on December 4, at Dabat in Wigéra.
Following this event, Ddjjazmaces Gississd Balaw deserted Emeru and Ayaléw Berru became
reluctant to fight. The forces led by Géssdssd and other Fitawraris of Gojjam refused to fight
against the Italian invaders and returned home. A range of sources explain that the main reason
for Gississi to desert Ras Emeru at this critical point was his dissatisfaction caused by the
denial of Emperor Hayld Sellasé to appoint him as the Ras of Gojjam in 1932 following the

deposition of Ras Haylu.*

It scems that the defection of Gississd and reluctance of Déjjazmac Ayaléw reduced the
strength of the forces of Ras Emeru. Sources indicate that Emeru crossed the Takézé River at
the head of only about 20,000 troops to join Déjjazmac Gibrd Midhin of Siré.*> Unlike other
fronts in the north, in the subsequent engagement the forces of Ras Emeru scored minor victory
over an Italian force commanded by Major Luigi Criniti at the battle of Endabaguna on
December 15, 1935. However, like other Ethiopian forces in other fronts, Emeru lost the final
battle of $iré.3 This was because of two main reasons. The first was that following the battles

of Ambaradom and Tambén the Italian invaders concentrated all their energy on the Sire front

bid. ; Qald Kerstos, p. 127.

Mgee among others, Mockler, pp. 16, 77. ; Seltene, “A History of Resistance in Gojjam,” p. 31; Qald
Kerstos, pp.122, 125, ; Asrat, p.29. ; Ayele Tariku, “A History of Hulit Tju Ensé Warddi, 1941-1 991" (MA Thesis,
Addis Ababa University, Department of History, 2011), pp. 15-16.

92Qali Kerstos, p. 127. ; Mackler, p. 77. ; Del Boca, p. 74.

83 Letter from Bahr Dar Awrajja Gezat Office to Gojjam Téglay Gezat Office, Date Tahsas 21, 1963
E.C.,D. M. U. A. R. C., Folder No., 0083, File No., #®. M. 6.; Bahru, 4 History of Modern Ethiopia, pp. 155-
156. : Tidla, p. 36. Bahru further states that because of the military ability of Ras Emeru about 10,000 troops
were able to survive the fascists’ mustard gas and retreat across the Tikkéze River, see Bahru, A History of Modern
Ethiopia, p. 36.
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including the use of poison gas. The second reason was that Ras Emeru’s forces finished their
provisions and ammunition. Most of them became reluctant to fight.** Finally, Emeru reported

to the emperor that most of his troops wanted to fight the enemy in their respective territories.*’

Meanwhile, on March 2 and 3, 1936 a few Italian aircrafts flew from Asmara and dropped
armaments, ammunition and messages at Qollilla east of Yelmana Dénsa. The aim was to arm
the Italian local agents of the district like QdAnazmac Bilay Misisa mentioned above. On
hearing the news about the defection of Ddjjazmac Gississi Bildw and his followers, and the
event at Qollilla, the emperor ordered an imperial army supported by the Oromo peasant army
of Siilalé and Ensaro areas to pillage eastern Gojjam as far as Qollélla. Informants state that the
Sdwan army pillaged and burned villages as far as the Zama River bordering Yelmana Dénsa.
In addition, the army beheaded Fitawrari Ma§i%a Windé (the ex-ruler of Qollilla) and killed
others.*® But, Bilay Mis4sa fled in to the Valley of Abbay River and later on became a
renowned banda leader. The Siawan army also looted religious relics from the ancient
monastery of Selalo.*” Nevertheless, it seems that this action of the emperor further motivated
Bilay Magisa and many other inhabitants of Qolllla to favour the Italians during the

occupation period.*®

Back in the north, tens of thousands of Ethiopian troops in all the fronts lost their lives because

of Italian heavy air bombardment and use of poison gas. In the case of Yelmana Dénsa, for

“Qali Kerstos, p. 201. ; Greenfield, p. 164.

BGreenfield, p. 164.

% Del Boca, p. 150. ; Informants: Bayih Filldqé, Zilligd Allillenfi and Taddési Endaliw. Others who
were killed while praying at the monastery of Selalo Amanu'él included the parents of the blind female gené
mémehert, Emahoy Gilani$ Addis, see Bilay Mikonnin (Ligd Heruvan), Yd Qenéwa Negest (Addis Ababa:
Africa Publishing Enterprise, PLC, 2006 E.C.), p. 22. Sce also Ayele, p. 16.

"Mizimer and Dibbasu, p. 15.

®nformants: Bayih Filligi and Zilldgd Alldlleni.
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instance. about half of gultdgizs and their followers who had campaigned to Seré lost their
lives or were severely wounded. Among others, the gobdz aldga of Ddjjazmac Sebhatu,
Qdififiazmac Deris, lost seven of twenty-two relatives who had accompanied him to the Siré
war front. Sebhatu's treasurer, Aza? Semii, was also among those who lost their lives at the
war front.*” At the beginning of March 1936 the survivors of Ras Emeru’s forces started to
retreat from Siré. In April they entered Gojjam.” Déjjazmac Scbhatu, Qdrinazmac Derds and

their surviving followers reached Adét by then.”!

Following the battle of Mayghdw (March 31, 1936) Italian forces hurried to occupy all parts of
Ethiopia. Accordingly, on May 3, 1936 fascist forces entered Bahr Dar from Gondar, which
served as a springboard to occupy the rest of Gojjam. For that end, the Italian invaders at Bahr
Dar organized three columns of troops. These Italian columns were put under the leadership of
prominent local bandas (collaborators). Accordingly, the hereditary ruler of Qollilla,
Qdifiazmac Bilay Misisa, led the eastern column which followed the Adét - Qollélla - Biina
line. The central column also proceeded along the Dabrd Miwi — Amédamit — Dambécha line
led by Déjjazmac Gississi Biliw. Likewise, the western column which followed the Rim (in
Mécha district) — Sikila — Buré line was led by Qdritazmac Zalliqa Asiigé.’? All these three
Italian columns were under the command of General Achille Starance who was with Gassdssd's

column and were destined to disarm the inhabitants along their routes and ultimately enter

9 Letter from Bahr Dar Awrajja Gezat Office to Gojjam Tdglay Gezat Office, Date, Tahsas 21, 1963
E.C..D.M.U. A R. C., Folder No., 0083, File No., #o. m. 6.; The Life History of Déjjazmac Deris, p. 2. For
Azaz Semifn see Negatu (I), p. 66.

501 nformants: Mulu Wiirknih, Admasu Gugsa, Taddisi Endaliw and Bayih Filligé. ; Seltene, “A

History of Resistance in Gojjam,” p. 61. ; Emeru, pp. 275-276. ; Qald Kerstos, p. 201. For the retreat of Ras Emeru
and his troops since March 3, 1936, see also Garadaw, p. 36.

S1nformants; Bayih Filliqd, Taddisi Endaldw, Lemineh Baliw and Aldbil Taya.

*2Seltene, “A History of Resistance in Gojjam,” p. 92.
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Dibri Margos.>
3. 3. Yelmana Dénsa District Under Italian Occupation (July 1936-February
1941)

As mentioned above, after they had seized control of Bahr Dar on May 3, 1936 the Italians
made it a center of administration for the surrounding region including Yelmana Dénsa.> In
this case, my informants state that about the middle of May, 1936 Italians passed through Adet
for Mota after they ordered the local people to surrender their arms peacefully.” The Italians
promised the local people that under Italian rule there would be no form of taxation and their
main target was Emperor Hayla Sellasé.®® This promise of the Italians convinced the local
people to say that:
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The English translation of this couplet is:

I was over taxed till I became a skeleton figure, but now came Mussolini who
takes not that of others but who lived on his own.”’

However, those who had been to the war front from Yelmana Dénsa retreated in to Adama in
the mountain range of Amddamit. Chief among them were Ddjjazmac Scbhatu Yegzaw,

Qdiiitazmad Deriis Scfiraw and several of their followers. The Italians in their part favoured

S31bid. ; Ayele, p. 16.

$Seltene, “A History of Resistance in Gojjam,” p. 47. ; Informant: Yirom Aldmu.

SSInformants: Sentayihu Ayaléw, Admasu Gugsa and Menali Tezazu. ; Seltene, “A History of
Resistance in Gojjam,” p. 92. ; Haddis Kassa (Aliga), Gese Abbay-Gojjam-Fenoti Silam: Ydjibdu Ena Yd Lemat
Migeléiigha (Bahr Dar: Qedus Giyorgis Publisher, Tahsas 2004 E.C.), p. 7.

6B Ja1ta Mirse'é Hazin Wildi Qirqos’s Collection, “Seli Ttalia Ena Seli Gojjam Arbaiifiendt Hunéta”
(Manuscript, n.d.), N. A, L. A, Folder Number @v. ;5. @. 4. 63.1, File Number 38.15. ; Seltene, “A History of

Resistance in Gojjam,” p. 57. ; Seltene, “A History of Bahr Dar Town” pp. 49- 50; Informants: Sentayihu Ayaléw
and Addam Kibbada.

/Seltene, p. “A History of Resistance in Gojjam,” p. 57.
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lower ranked local chiefs like the ¢hega §um who had quickly surrendered to them at Bahr Dar.
Hence, the local people who were agitated by the ¢hega Sums and hoped for the lifting of
taxation turned their backs on the nobility who had fought the Ttalians in the north.
Considerably isolated from their own people, bigger local chiefs like Dijjazmac Sebhatu of
Yelmana Dénsa and others from Mégha and Acifar districts surrendered to the Ttalians at Bahr

Dar. But, some others like Qdriiiazmac Derds did not surrender.*®

The Ttalians reinstated Sebhatu as the meslkiné of Yelmana Dénsa and ordered him to maintain
law and order, disarm the local people and hand over the arms collected {rom the people to the
Italian authoritics. The Ttalians also ordered Sebehatu to collect taxes from the people of
Yelmana Dénsa using ¢hega sums.® Local peoples were forced to pay a tax of five Italian
faranca per household for owning an ox, ten faranca for owning a pair of oxen and so on.
Besides, they were required to pay taxes in the form of grains and Italian authorities sold it.%
However, like the peoples of other areas, the people of Yelmana Dénsa started to resent the
collection of taxes because it was against the promises the Italians had initially made.®'
Informants state that since July 1936 Ttalian authorities strengthened the camps of Ras Haylu
and built additional military fortress in Adét. They urged the surrounding populations to pay
tribute and surrender their arms peacefully. In this way, the Italians tried to consolidate their

rule in Yelmana Dénsa during the first few months of the occupation period.®

S81nformants: Taddisi Endaliw, Addam Kiibbidi and Haylu Meteku. ; Seltene, “A History of Resistance
in Gojjam,” pp. 66, 88-89, 107. ; Garidéw, p. 97. ; Nebeyu, p. 22

8901 formants: Addam Kibbidi; Taddisi Endaldw and Ciré Agaii. ; Seltene, “A History of Bahr Dar
Town” p. 51. ; Geremew, p. 32.

601 formants: Sentayiihu Ayaléw, Ciré Agiff, Gibdyihu Qafind, Bayih Filligd and Tadddsi Gibri
Maryam.

61 /a1t Mirse'é Hazin Wiildi Qirqos's Collection, “Seli Italia Ena Selid Gojjam Arbéiifienit Hunéta™
(Manuscript, n.d.), N. A. L. A., Folder Number @v. 25, @. <. 63.1, File Number 38.15. ; Informants: Sentayihu
Ayaléw, Bayih Filliga, Haylu Meteku.; Seltene, “A History of Resistance in Gojjam,” pp. 50- 51.; Tadla, p. 395.

62[formants: Mulu Wiirgniih, Yarom Aldmu, Fitind Aynaldm, Tadddsa Gibri Maryam, Bayah Filldga
and Menali Tezazu. ; Geremew, pp. 31- 32
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However, in August 1936 Italian authorities accused Ddjjazmac Sebhatu and other ex-officials
of Ras Emeru of planning to attack the Italian garrisons at Bahr Dar and Dangela. Hence,
Sebhatu was summoned to Bahr Dar together with his relatives and followers on August 5,
1936. Then, on September 12, 1936 Sebhatu, his son Lej Bézabeh, his nephew and secretary,
Qdiifiazmac Y egzaw Kassa and the interpreter named Bezunih were hanged in a public square
at Bahr Dar on charge of disturbing public security. Their companions were disarmed and sent
home.®* In place of Déjjazmaé Sebhatu, the Italians appointed prominent local bandas,
Fitawrari Terfé Kassa, as the mesliné of Yelmana Dénsa and Qdarifiazmac Negatu Séyfu as his
secretary. Like Sebhatu before him, Terfé seated at Qwayt (in Anbisit), five kilometers south
of Adét, and started to disarm the local people and collect taxes fromthem. However, this
aroused the indignation of the relatives and loyal men of Déjjazmac Sebhatu. They mobilized
the local people of Yelmana Dénsa and killed Terfé in an open battle, as will be discussed

below.**

Basically, the Italians established a military administration in Ethiopia. Hence, on June 4, 1936
General Alessandro Pirzio Biroli became the first governor of Governo dell” Amara (Amhara
Governorate). Gojjam was also made a Coimissarato (Commissionership) and put under the
military administration of General Achille Starance since May 20, 1936. Soon the Comissarato
of Gojjam was divided into five centers of administration known as Rezidenza (Residences).
Accordingly, Dénsa (including Yelmana) and Zageé (including Mégha) each were made centers

of Vice Rezidenza with in Rezidenza Tana Meridionale (Residence of South Tana Zone)

63BJatta Mirse'é Hazin Wiildi Qirqos's Collection, “Seli Italia Ena Seld Gojjam Arbénfienit Hunéta”,
N. A. L. A.. Folder Number oo. 5, @. <. 63.1, File Number 38.15. ; Seltene, “A History of Resistance in
Gojjam,” p. 113. ; Informants: Taddési Endaliw, Addam Kébbéida and Haylu Meteku.

84 Blatta Mirse' ¢ Hazin Wildd Qirqos's Collection, “Seld Italia Ena Seld Gojjam Arbéfienit Hunéta”,

N. A. L. A.. Folder Number @o. ;5. @. 4. 63.1, File Number 38.15. ; Seltene, “A History of Resistance in
Gojjam,” p. 108. ; Addis, p. 7. ; Informants: Mulu Wirgnéih, Tadddsd Endaliw and Haylu Meteku.
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centered at Bahr Dar.® However, because of the intensity of patriotic resistance, the structure
and centers of Italian administration in Gojjam varied from time to time. For instance, Gojjam
was re divided in to three commissionerships in the years 1937 and 1938. Hence, Yelmana
Dénsa became an Ttalian center of Rezidenza under the Central Gojjam Commissionership
centered at Buré.®® In 1938 Gojjam was again divided in to the commissionerships of Gojjam
and Agiw Meder, but the Rezidenza of Dénsa was cancelled for the time being because of the
intensification of patriotic resistance there. Instead, the Italians established a military garrison
(Rezidenza) at Diibra Mawi commanded by Major Tinetti Amato under the commissionership
of Agiw Meder.®” However, as indicated above, the political situation in Yelmana Dénsa
steadily became precarious especially after the execution of Ddjjazmac Sebhatu and his
relatives. The Ttalians could not establish effective rule in the area. Banda troops were also
repeatedly beaten in the areas of Yezora, Mégha, Sikila and Qwarit by newly emerging

patriots.®®

The Resident of the Italian administration in Yelmana Dénsa from August 1937 to February
1941 was the bold headed nervous Italian officer namely Captain Salvatore E. Corvo. Initially,
Corvo was a resident at Bahr Dar where he ruthlessly killed large number of ex officials of Ras
Emeru, including Ddjjazmac Sebhatu of Yelmana Dénsa; in most cases by drowning them into

Lake Tana.”” In August 1937 Corvo came to Dénsa with the grand objective of subduing

85Geltene, “A History of Resistance in Gojjam,” pp. 95, 98. For the Italian military rule see also Garddaw,
pp. 97- 98.

8Thid. The other two commissionerships were West Gojjam and Eastern Gojjam centered at Dangela
and Diibri Marqos, respectively.

87Kibbadi Tasamma (Ddjjazmac), Yé Tarik Mastawdsa, Second Edition, Addis Ababa: Artistic Printing
Press, Ltd., 2007 E.C.), p.287. ; Seltene, “A History of Resistance in Gojjam,” p. 152. The Italians also had another

garrison at Zigé as indicated above.

%8Geltene, “A History of Resistance in Gojjam,” p. 106.

59bid, pp. 51, 109. ; Garddidw, p. 219.
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popular resistances in Dénsa, Sakiila, Qwarit and Mécha areas.’” Nevertheless, Corvo and other
[talian officers who came to Dénsa to assist him were disastrously defeated repeatedly by the
combined force of the patriots of Yelmana Dénsa and its surrounding districts, as will be
elaborated below. Captain Corvo strengthened the Adét garrison and remained almost

immobile there because of the persistent attacks by the patriots.”

Seated at Adét, Corvo tried to force the local people of Yelmana Dénsa to pay tribute and
surrender their arms peacefully. Whenever possible, Corvo also intensified his atrocities on the
people of Yelmana Dénsa. A total of sixty churches including the monasteries of Adét and
Diibri Miwi were burnt or partially demolished in Yelmana Dénsa by Italians aerial attacks
under the pretext that these churches served as shelters of the patriots. Among others, the
monastery of Adét was burnt from the air on September 4, 1937. Then, the Italians cleared
individual hamlets and trees of the locality of Adét and its environs and forced the inhabitants
to abandon their villages and take shelter among their relatives in distant places.” In those days

people expressed their grief as:
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The English translation of the above couplet is:

How very long the beam of the plough was, how far very strong the oxen were,
the plowing was started Asmara and ended at Adet.

®Informants: Yirom Alimu and Tadddsd Gabrd Maryam.

" Blatta Mirse'é Hazin Wildd Qirqos’s Collection, “Seli Italia Ena Seld Gojjam Arbdnfienat Hunéta”
(Manuscript, n.d.), N. A. L. A, Folder Number ov. 5. @. 4. 63.1, File Number 38.15; The Life History of
Qidiiazmac Dista Yemam, no page. ; Seltene, “A History of Resistance in Gojjam,” p. 126. ; The Life History of
Dijjazmac Deris, p. 3. ; Informants: Ydrom Alimu and Taddisd Gibrd Maryam.

2The Life History of Déjjazmac Deris. ; Wirqenih Gétahun, “Yd Adét Tarik” (typed, n.d.), p. 6. ;
Informants: Zilligd Alldllenifi, Menald Tezazu, Addam Kabbida. The surrounding neighborhoods which were

abandoned by the people were Adét Hanna, Kon¢ Sellas¢, Filsita Diber Maryam and Fatman Mika’¢l.

Blnformant: Addam Kibbada.
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The English translation of the couplet is:

As your father died, my Adét also died, as your mother died, my Adét also died,
where I could live as a widow with no parental support.

In addition, Corvo ruthlessly killed local minor chicfs of Yelmana Dénsa by drowning theminto
the waters of Sena River weighted by heavy stones tied on their necks on charges of not
surrendering their guns on time and making contacts with patriots.” In this regard, the Italian
historian, Alberto Sbacci, as cited by Geremew, writes that “Corvo was accused of killing 26
[30 or more] people of the village of Adét, after they had surrendered their guns and given food
to his soldiers...” Because of this, many people of Dénsa lost trust in the Ttalian authorities

and joined the patriots.”’

As mentioned above, Dénsa in particular was one of the areas of Gojjam where patriotic
resistance was most intensified. Because of this, Dénsa became one of the important Italian
centers where military operations were conducted. Hence, from1939 to 1941 Dénsa was again

made one of the three Italian centers of Commissionership in Gojjam in addition to serving as

Mnformants; Tafird Ejegu, Aiagré Cikkol and Addam Kibbidi. ; Bilay, Yagené Kawakebt, p. 94.
According to my informants the poem was made on a funerary ceremony by a mdséta lady from Adét namely
Etitu Wiildé who stayed at Agetta during the occupation period.

SInformants: Mulu Wiirgniih and Addam Kibbidi. See also Seltene, “A History of Resistance in
Gojjam,” p. 134. The Life History of Ato Andwalidm Berhanu (Obituary), Hedar 29, 2007 E. C, also explains that
Corvo killed 18, 14 and 17 “patriots” from Qwara Seyon, Aygituba and Buha Dingya localities, respectively. Ato
Andwalam was a patriot from Fatman in Dénsa. Therefore, it seems that Seltene was misinformed in stating that
the number of people ruthlessly killed at Adét was 15 and the responsible Ttalian officer for it was Barbaccini.

6Geremew, p. 34. See also Garadidw, p. 219.

M nformants: Tiwabid Ay&ih and Bayih Filliqi. ; Garddéw, p. 219. ; Seltene, “A History of Resistance
in Gojjam,” pp. 134- 135.
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a center of Rezidenza.”® Besides, the Italians connected Adét with Mota and Bahr Dar by a dry
weather motor road. Then, Adét served as a garrison and resting point of Italian troops that
moved between Bahr Dar and Mota in convoys. Sometimes, for instance in 1938, the Ttalians
also carried out military operations in Yelmna Dénsa arcas from Adét. One of the Italian
operations targeted Agafari Kebrit Ziru and other armed bandas who had escaped from the
Italian camp at Adét, and patriots like Désta Yemam. The other military operation from Mofa
coming through Sikiila was also beaten by the patriots of first Qwarit, and then Dénsa led by
Fitawrari Déras in April 1938 at Buha Dingiya. The survivors entered the Adét garrison for

protection.”

The Italian authorities at Adét constructed few small sized houses with stone and cement for
the purposes of residence, army barracks (separately for askaris and Italians) and arsenal. There
was also the banda and askaris quarters at the present day telecommunication station. These
were mainly located in and around the Saturday market place of Adét. In order to prevent the
patriots from entering it en masse, the Italians fenced their camp at Adét with barbed wire and
brought a diesel engine to generate electric power. For instance, in September and October,
1937 the patriots of Yelmana Dénsa engaged in hand-to-hand combats with the enemy in which
several of them were killed by fascist machine gun firings.®® The Italians also demarcated the

northern portion of Haylu Gibdya for military training field and commercial purpose. In the

78Seltene, “A History of Resistance in Gojjam,” p. 98. The other two Commissionerships in Gojjam were
Agiiw Meder and Gojjam centered at Dangela and Dibri Marqos, respectively.

79A Letter from the Patriots of Yelmana Dénsa to AzaZ Kibbadi Tdsdmma, Date, Yéakatit 1, 1933 E.C,
N. A. L. A., Folder Number, Kibbiidi Tdsimma's Collection, h. - 62.1, File Number 18.13. ; Blatta Mérse’¢
Haziin Wiildd Qirgos's Collection, “Bid Amest Amitu Yi Italian Wirdra Wiqet Yi Tégaddlu Arbiffoc: Y
Déjjazmac Mingisa Tarik” (Manuscript, 1932), N. A. L. A., Folder Number o». 5. @, ¢.63.1, File Number 47.14.;
Informants: Fitind Aynaliam, Ciré Agiiii and Haylu Meteku. See Appendices VII and XIIL

80A Letter from Bahr Dar Awrajja Gezat Office to Gojjam Tiglay Gezat Office, Date Tahsas 21, 1963

E.C.,D. M. U. A. R. C., Folder No., 0083, File No., @v.M.6. ; The Life History of Qannazmac Dista Yemam”,
p. no page. ; Informants: Fitinid Aynalim and Addam Kabbida.
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carly days of the occupation period, the same commercial center was used by the local people
as well. However, later on it became a center of exchange of goods mainly between Italians
and askaris (Somali and Eritrean conscripts) with local handas (collaborators) because the

inhabitants were forced to withdraw for distant places by Italian authorities.

Néigadras (later also Hajj) Ali Ahmad, Négadras Finta Negusé, Grazmac Hussén Esite and
Néiigadras Muhammad Aman were among the main bandas traders (formerly long distance
merchants) in Adét.*! They secretly purchased honey, cgg, hens, sheep, goats, cattle, milk and
milk products and other things from peasants at low prices at night times and sold them at high
prices at the Italian camp, and got very high profits. The banda also exchanged these items
with glasses, kittles, yarn, and cloths in the Italian camp and sold them to the local people.
Nevertheless, in many instances, banda traders were intercepted, looted and beaten by
patriots.*?As a result, several known local merchants of Adét and its surrounding areas, for
instance, Balambdras Wirgnih Kassa, Grazmac Hussén Egité, Nigadras Muhammad Aman
and Nigadras Ali Ahmid, left Adét for the Italian camp at Bahr Dar. The former head of the
finance office of Ras Haylu in Yelmana Dénsa namely Fitawrari Kassa Engeda also went to

Bahr Dar and became an important banda leader there with the rank of Ddjjazmac.*

Finally, as indicated above, most of the traders with the Ttalians and askaris at Adct were
Muslim merchants. This was because the Italian colonial policy favoured Muslims as opposed

to Christians.* In fact, there were few Muslim patriots like Qid¢henu Adim and his brother

81 formants: Admasé Enyiw, Alimay Bogald, Bayih Filliqd and Admasu Gugsa. ; Geremew, pp. 35-
36.
SZI_big_

83Geltene, “A History of Resistance in Gojjam,” pp. 59, 68.

84 nformants: Yirom Alimu, Fitini Aynalim, Ciré Aginf and Admasé Enydw. There were also askaris
of Somali origin. Afo Nuré Muhamad narrates that, for instance, Aleqé Zikirya's (at Kildmo) real father was a
Somali Askari at Adet.
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Muhé Adiam from Ayqgatuba locality to the northeast of Adét. Some local women and mdscdta
ladies mentioned in chapter two of the thesis like Ténayé Berru also joined the Italian camp at
Adét. Tn addition, Ttalian troops brought some women from rural areas of Yelmana Dénsa to
the Adét garrison as captives during their military operations in particularly in 1938.%

3.4. Patriotic Resistance in and Around Yelmana Dénsa District

As mentioned above, Italian military garrisons were established at Adét and then at Débra
Miwi in Yelmana Dénsa district. However, the Italians were confined only in these garrison
centers, as it was the case in other parts of the country. The patriots dominated most of the
countryside.®® In this case, Sbacchi states that the lack of colonial experience and ill
temperedness of lower Italian officers who served as officials like Corvo at Adét and the
atrocities they committed contributed a lot for the beginning of the patriotic resistance and
consequent failure of Italian colonialism.?” For instance, the main reasons for the outbreak of
patriotic resistance in Yelmana Dénsa were the Ttalian policy of disarmament and murder of
Ddjjazmac Sebhatu Yegzaw and his relatives at Bahr Dar and several others at Adét.*® Here,
the Ttalian Resident at Adét, Captain Corvo, ruthlessly killed local chiefs even after they had
surrendered their arms to him. Because of this, the people of Yelmana Dénsa refused to
surrender their arms and joined the patriots for they could not to escape murder even by doing
0. Ttalian military operations to subdue patriots also aggravated the resistance. Besides,

Italian colonial policies lacked consistency. Before a policy was fully implemented, Italian

8Tnformant: Addam Kibbidd and Yirom Alimu.

86 formants: Taddisi Endaldw and Mulu Wirgnéh. ; Seltene, “A History of Resistance in Gojjam,” pp.
139, 148. ; Nebeyu, p. 23. ; Seltene, “A History of Bahr Dar Town” p. 71.

8 Garddiw, p. 82.
881bid.; Garddiw, p. 219.

891 formants: Taddisd Endaliw, Mulu Wirgnih and Tawabé Ayéih.; Seltene, “A History of Resistance
in Gojjam,” pp. 139, 148. ; Nebeyu, p. 23. ; Scltene, “A History of Bahr Dar Town™ p. 71. ; Garédiw, p. 219.
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authorities usually introduced a new and contradictory one. All these weaknesses of Italian

colonial authorities in Adét and other areas led to the rise of persistent patriotic resistance.”’

The first known popular reaction against Italian rule in Dénsa took place on September 23,
1936. On the same day the relatives and loyal followers of Sebhatu mobilized the people of
Dénsa and ruthlessly killed the Italian appointee, Fitawrari Terf¢ Kassa, ata place called Ensit
Meder in the locality of Anbisit. They also captured Terfe’s secretary, Qannazmac¢ Negatu
Siyfu and the latter’s son, Huniffiaw.”! The rest of Terfé's banda troops disintegrated. The
victors distributed the arms captured from Terfé and his followers and the arms confiscated
from the local people by him.”” The leading participants of this battle who became patriots in
the afterwards in Adama - Amidamit arcas were Asalafi Tibo, Qdifiazmac Aldamu Tiganna,
Damté Sebisi, Delé Efité, Kassa Egité, Addra ESite, Lanih Haylu, Kassa Bizzabeh and
Dafifiaw Mikonin. Adira Esaté lost his life in the engagement.”® Seltene argues that the battle

of Ensiit Meder was the first popular reaction against fascist Italian rule in Gojjam.”

Likewise, in January 1937 the people of Génj- Agitta areas rose in arms against the Italian
policy of disarmament and the appointment of Fitawrari Gissdssd Widan over them. They

killed Gississd, captured arms from his banda troops and then descended in to the low lands

0T4dla, pp. 238- 239, 399. ; Garddaw, p. 176.

91platta Mirse'é Haziin Wildi Qirqos’s Collection, “Seli Italia Ena Seld Gojjam Arbififienit Hunéta”,
N. A. L. A., Folder Number #o. 5. @. €. 63.1, File Number 38.15. ; Informants: Taddésd Endalaw, Mulu
Wiirgnih, Téwabé Ay¢ih, Admasé Enydw and Agiiber Bayh. ; Seltene, “A History of Resistance in Gojjam,” pp.
51, 108; Asrat, p. 38 and Nebeyu, p. 26. Informants further explain that, in an anger, the adekdrs (followers) of
Sebhatu like Asalafi Tibo amputated Terfé's leaps and knifed his belly.

92Ge|tene, “A History of Resistance in Gojjam,” pp. 51, 108. ; Addis, p. 7.

93[nformants: Yirom Alimu, Taddisi Endaliw, Mulu Wirgenih and Haylu Meteku. ; A Letter from
Bahr Dar Awrajja Gezat Office to Gojjam Tdglay Gezat Office, Date, Tahsas 21, 1963 EC.,D. M. U. A.R. C,
Folder No., 0083, File No., #v. (M. 6.

Mgeltene, “A History of Resistance in Gojjam,” pp. 51, 108. See also Asrat, p. 38.
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in arms opposition to Italian colonial rule.”

The other reason for the rise of anti-Italian colonial rule was the resentment of the local people
against the re imposition of taxes by the [talian authorities over the peasants. Because of this
many peasants joined the rank of the patriots.% In addition, the favour of Ttalian authorities
towards the Muslims and the aerial attacks on the churches of Yelmana Dénsa was considered
by the local people that the Italians came to Dénsa to replace Christianity by Islam. As
mentioned above, about sixty churches were burnt or partially demolished in the district by
Ttalian acrial attack.’’ For instance, the monasteries of Adét and Dibrd Mawi (partially
demolished) were burnt in 1937 and their religious administrators namely Qésd Gdbdz Kassa
Wasé and Ligdrid Bogald Gétahun, respectively, became martyrs. This further motivated the
local people including the clergy to join the patriots. Abba Yayih of Adét and Ligdrdid Arya
Sebhat of Dibri Miwi areas of Dénsa were some of the examples of the clergy who soon

became renowned patriots.”®

Moreover, Ttalian military operations to disarm the people and suppress rebellions led to the
rise of open rebellions and emergence of new patriotic leaders. Ayaléw Windem, Alamayihu

Kibidi (of Yezora), Girimdw Windawek and Biliw Wasin were from among the new patriot

%1bid. ; Blatta Miirse'é Hazin Wilda Qirqos's Collection, “Seld Italia Ena Seld Gojjam Arbifiienit
Hunéta”, N. A. L. A., Folder Number oo, 5. @. 4. 63.1, File Number 38.15. ; Nebeyu, p. 26. ; Addis, p. 8.

%[nformants: Sentayihu Ayaléw, Ciré Agiiiii, Menald Tezazu and Tiwaba Ayéih, ; Blatta Mirse'¢
Haziin Wildi Qirqos’s Collection, “Seld Ttalia Ena Seld Gojjam Arbififiendt Hunéta”, N. A. L. A., Folder Number
an. 5. @, &. 63.1, File Number 38.15. ; Seltene, “A History of Resistance in Gojjam,” pp. 50-51.

97The Life History of Déjjazmac Derds,” p. 3. ; Wirgenih Gétahun, “Yé Adét Tarik” (typed material,
n.d.), p. 6. ; Informants: Taddésd Endaldw and Yirom Aldmu. ; Seltene, “A History of Bahr Dar Town” p. 71.;
Garddiw, p. 179.; Tadla, p. 233.

98I formants: Lebsiwirq Ayéld, Yirom Aldmu, Tawaba Ay¢ih, Haylu Meteku. ; Bilay Makonndn, Ttégé
Taytu Bé Déibrd Mawi, p. 65. ; Seltene, “A History of Resistance in Gojjam,” pp. 190, 195.

100



leaders who rejected the Italian order for submission and surrender of arms.”® For instance, Lej
Gérdméaw Windawek of Lejj Ambira started his career as a patriot leader by inflicting the first
causalities on the Italian column led by Ddjjazmac Gississi Béliw mentioned above at a place
called Gomt in Qwarit district. The Adama — Amidamit massifs between Dénsa and Qwarit-
Sékila areas became their main base.'"" In this way, the people of Yelmana Dénsa joined hands
with the people of other adjacent districts in their persistent resistance against Italian colonial

occupation,'?!

In August 1937 the Italians resident in Bahr Dar led military operations to Yelmana Dénsa-
Siikiila areas to subdue the patriots and disarm the local peoples.'® Accordingly, on August 25
Captain Corvo from Bahr Dar and Colonel Striano from the Alata garrison led their forces to
the ridge of Yezora in Dénsa. Their banda forces burnt many villages on their way to Yezora.!??
Agitated by Qdiiiazmac Alimu Tigiiid, Agafari Gidifaw Alimayahu, Lejs Alimayihu
Kibbidé, Kibbidid Dengé and Bitiwa Dilldlld (all of them from Yezora) using the phrase
“ACS ATT-HN” [fight for the cause of your religion/, the people of Dénsa, Yelmana, Qwarit,
Sdkila, Taliya - Lejj Ambira and Mégha joined hands to resist the enemy. They were led by
formidable patriot leaders such as Qdiiazmac Deris Sifiraw of Dénsa, Lej Gardmiw

Windawek of Lejj Ambira, Alimayihu Kibida of Yezora, Bikili Limmu of Mécha and many

*Nebeyu, p. 24. ; Seltene, “A History of Resistance in Gojjam,” p. 106.

1%Seltene, “A History of Resistance in Gojjam,” p. 106. ; Addis, p. 7

Dawit, p. 34.

192Blatta Mirse’é Hazin Wildi Qirqos’s Collection, “Seli Italia Ena Seld Gojjam Arbififienit Hunéta”,
N. A. L. A, Folder Number ev. . @. <. 63.1, File Number 38.15. ; Seltene, “A History of Resistance in
Gojjam,” pp. 123- 124. Sce also Addis, p. 8.

BSeltene, “A History of Resistance in Gojjam,” p. 126.
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others.'™ In this regard, citing Italian archival sources, Seltene states that these patriot leaders
were able to gather an estimated number of 2,700 fighters.'” Then, the battle of Yezora was
fought for three days from Wednesday August 25 to Friday August 27, 1937. The patriots
scored a decisive victory largely thanks to their numerical superiority and knowledge of the
terrain. About eighty askaris and bandas were killed and many others were wounded.
Morcover, the commander, Colonel Striano and his sub licutenants namely Lazzari and Isola
were killed at the same battle field. The patriots also captured a lot of arms like meniser, albin
and machine guns and a mule loaded with ammunition. In fact, the patriots also suffered many
deaths and wounds. Among the dead was one of the noted patriots of Yelmana D¢nsa, Lej

Alimayihu Kibbidi. !

Corvo and his surviving troops stayed the night of August 27, 1937 at a place called Daval
Giibrii*¢l along Adama mountain and at dawn entered the Adét garrison for protection. The
patriots of Dénsa, Yelmana, Sakéla, Mécha, Génj, Yewodi and Qwarit took turns in besieging
the enemy (the 27" Battalion) at Adét.'”” Many noted patriots denied the enemy at Adét access
to the waters of Sena and Seggiz Rivers. This includes Fitawraris Bayabel Adegih, Senesaw
Aldmu, Zdgayi Berlé, Niga$ TdSomi; Qdnriazmaces Deris Sefiraw, Biydnd Kenfu, Mesker

Yemam and Tariku Sebasi and Grazmac Terundh Aldmé. There were also Lejes Admasu Diista,

04 nformants: Dafifiaw Taddisé, Haylu Meteku, Tawabi Aycih and Lemineh Baldw. ; Seltene, “A
History of Resistance in Gojjam,” p. 126. ; Asrat, p. 38. ; Nebeyu, pp. 26- 27.

105Seltene, “A History of Resistance in Gojjam,” p. 126.

1%bid. ; Amhara Regional State Planning Office, “Seld Merab Gojjam Astidadir Akababi Tarik
Andaned Nitebo&” (MFN, 1299, Tahsas 1982 E.C., Bahr Dar), pp. 21-22. ; Blatta Mirse’¢ Hazéin Wildi Qirgos’s
Collection, “Seli Italia Ena Scli Gojjam Arbififienit Hunéta”, N. A. L. A., Folder Number oo, . @. <. 63.1,
File Number 38.15. ; Informants: Mulu Wirgnih, Taddisd Endaldw and Leméneh Baldw. See also Nebeyu, p. 27;
Tédla, p. 233.

YT nformants: Mulu Wirgnih, Taddési Endalidw, Lemineh Baldw and Ciré Agiiifi. ; Seltene, “A History
of Resistance in Gojjam,” p. 126. ; Asrat, p. 38.
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Anldy Haylé, Giarimiw Windawek, Admasu Gugsa, Agiw Endaliw and many others.'* The
siege lasted from August 28 to December 1, 1937. The fascist forces surrounded by fannos
(heroes), as patriots were often described, at Adét were obliged to airlift food, water and other

necessities.'?”

In fact, informants also state that during one of the turns of the patriots, one of the noted
patriots, Lej Gardimaw Wiandawek (Ddjjazmac Matibé, as the people of Qwarit and Enzigedem
designated him in 1936-1937), and nine others lost their lives at the battle of Mugiicha Bahr
along Sena River by an Italian acrial bombardment on October 30, 1937.''% On the other hand,
Dawit argues that patriots from Dénsa, Mégha, Damot, Sikila, Bilaya and even Mota

participated in the planned attack on the Dangela garrison from September 13-15, 1937.'!!

On Saturday September 4, 1937, a number of patriot leaders held a meeting in Dénsa by which
they decided to incite the peoples of their respective districts to rebellion. Some of them were
Diijjazmaé Adal Tésimma and Qéiiiazmac Deris Sefaraw of Dénsa, Grazmad Bikili Lammu

of Mécha, Fitawrari Bayabel Adegih of Lejj Ambira, and Qdnnazmac Alaimayihu Wasé of

%8nformants: Most of my informants.; Blatta Mirse'¢ Hazin Wildi Qirgos's Collection, “Seli Italia
Ena Seld Gojjam Arbanfenit Hunéta”, N. A. L. A, Folder Number ev. 3. @. <. 63.1, File Number 38.15. ;
The Life History of Déjjazmac Deris Sefiraw, pp. 2- 3. ; The Life History of Déjjazmac Anliy Haylé (Obituary)
(Bahr Dar Printing Press, 1990 E.C.), p. No page.

1%1nformants: Taddisd Endaldw, Haylu Meteku and Mulu Wiirgnih. ; Seltene, “A History of Resistance
in Gojjam,” pp. 126- 127.

1197n formants: Biyah Fiilliqa, Dista Mogis and Taddisd Endalaw. ; Seltene, “A History of Resistance

in Gojjam,” p. 127; Blatta Mirse’é Hazin Wildd Qirqos’s Collection, “Seld Italia Ena Seld Gojjam Arbéfifienit
Hunéta”, N. A. L. A., Folder Number @v, ;5. @. <. 63.1, File Number 38.15. ; Addis, p. 10. ; The Life History
of Qdzmac Dista Yemam, p. no page. For the name “Ddjjazmac Matibé” see Addis, p. 10. The date on which Lej
Girdmaw was killed was Tegemt 19, 1930 E. C. Aldga Addis recommends that a school or a road should have
been designated in his name and a statue should also be erected for him, see Addis, p. 10. Dista Mogis also
lamentingly responded to me that he and other officials of Adét town during the Ddrg regime had the intention to
designate the bridge at Sena River as: “Giirimaw Bridge”. After liberation Lej Girimiw's family received a plot
of land at Adét in commemoration of the same valiant patriot from Lejj Ambira.

Mpawit, p. 24. ; Nebeyu, p. 28.
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Agiw Meder. They also elected Déjjazma¢ Mingisa Jambéré as their war leader.''* Here,
Sbacchi confirms that Dédjazma¢ Méngésa Jambiré initially had some 3000 armed followers
and frequently moved in Dénsa and Mégha areas.'" At the same time, the patriots of Dénsa,
Yelmana, Lejj Ambira, Ginj, Yewodi, Zigé and Medra Bid elected Qdrriazmac Deris as their
war commander. On the other hand, as indicated above, taking this as a pretext on the same

day Ttalian authorities burned the monastery of Adét Midhané Aldm from the air.'™*

Therefore, the commander of the patriots of the former district of Yelmana Dénsa, below
Dijjazmac¢ Minga$a, was Qdiinazmac Derds Sefiraw, also named Abb Séidw (literally, the
Sender), who later on had about 4000 armed followers. The arbdiiiia aldgas (sub district
commanders) below Deris were Bikild Kassa of Dénsa, Mesker Yemam and Zagiyi Berel¢
of Yewodi (with about 1000 followers) and Meteku Zaru of Lejj Ambira. In addition, there
were Bizabeh Adegih of Zigé, Ambaw Gibri Midhen of Medri Bid, Tidla Yemir of Giinj
and Admasu Gugsa of Yelmana and Béyind Kenfu of Qolldlla.'"® Below these sub district
commanders there were gobdz aligas (zone commanders) who were the leaders of ordinary
patriots called tdwagi (young fighters).The patriots of Yelmana Dénsa and other areas were of
two types. The first were the main fighting forces who were called the dérdg for whose main
purpose was fighting against the enemy during the five years® “hard time”. The second form of

patriots was described as mdéddde tor (ordinary fighters) who were composed of peasants armed

12getene, “A History of Resistance in Gojjam,” p. 164. ; Tédla, p. 233. ; Dawit, p. 24.

13Garkdiw, p. 223. ; Amhara Regional State Planning Office, “Seld Merab Gojjam Astidadir Akababi
Tarik Andaned Nitebogd” (MFN, 1299, Tahsas 1982 E. C., Bahr Dar), pp. 21-22.

14T e Life History of Déjazmaé Deris, p. 3. ; Informant: Mulu Wiirgnah. The monastery of Adét
Midhané Alim was burnt on Nghasé 29, 1929 E. C.

15 A mhara Region Planning Office, pp. 21- 23.; Seltene, “A History of Resistance in Gojjam,” p. 183.
Dawit, p. 34, ; Addis, p. 5. See also Mockler, p. 189.
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Picture 6: Some Patriot Leaders who fought the Italians in Yelmana Dénsa District

Ddjj. Mingisa Jimbéré (Supreme Commander)

Fit. Deris Sefiraw (Yelmana Dénsa District Commander)

Qdiii. Biyind Kenfu (Qollilld)  Qdii. Damté Sebas (Dingil,  Qdrii. Admasu Gugsa
(Sub district Commander) Sub district Commander) (Yelmana Sub district
Commander

Fit. Anliy Haylé (Enzéigedem, Lej. Dista Yemam, Fit. Altah Gobizé, (Yewodi
Sub- District Commander) (Adét, patriot) sub district Commander)
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with their own guns."'® Female patriots of Yelmana Dénsa like Wiyzdiros Aganii Alamné,
Wubayi Aldmu, Alimnas Tafira, Maritu Bogald, Wubesaw Dilild and Manahlo§ Cékkol also

actively participated in the anti-Italian colonial struggle.'"”

The second viceroy of Mussolini for the Italian East African Empire, Rodolfo Grazziani,
himself admitted the disastrous defeat of Italian, askaris and banda troops at the battle of
Yezora at the hands of patriots, as discussed above. This forced him to send a huge
reinforcement of two columns consisting of 5,500 troops (35 Battalions) from Diibri Tabor and

Gondar in November 1937.''8

The column from Dibri Tabor, commanded by Colonel Di Lawrentis, arrived first at the
bridge of Alata. However, the patriots of Génj, Dénsa, Damot and Mota organized by
Dijjazma¢ Méngasa Jimbiré and led by Qdiriiiazmac Mikonnan (the chief of Ginj) besieged
Di Laurentis at the bridge. Then, the other Italian column arrived from Gondar under Colonel
Barbaccini and started fighting accompanied by heavy air bombardment to break the siege
since November 26, 1937. On November 30, 1937, Barbaccini lifted the siege by breaking the
encirclements of the patriots."!® Barbaccini brought the two Italian columns under his own
command and on the next day lifted the siege of the 27 Battalion besieged by patriots at Adét

since August 28, 1937.1%°

116 M

WRilay, Jtégé Taytu Bi Dibri Méwi, p. 65. ; Informants: Tawabi Ay¢ah and Haylu Meteku. Some of
these female patriots were awarded with medals by the Emperor after liberation.

118 41ta Miirse'é Hazin Wildi Qirqos’s Collection, “Seld Italia Ena Seld Gojjam Arbiifinenit
Hunéta”, N. A. L. A., Folder Number av. 4. M. &, 63.1, File Number 38.15. ; Informants: Mulu Wirgnéh,
Taddisi Endaliw, Zilliqa Allillefifi and Fiind Aynaldm. ; The Life history of Déjjazmac Deris, p. 3. ; Seltene,
“A History of Resistance in Gojjam,” pp. 133- 134.

119ge]tene, “A HHistory of Resistance in Gojjam,” pp. 133- 134.

120[hid: he Life history of Qdsisiazmad Dista Yemam”, p. no page.
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It seems that the major aim of Colonel Barbaccini was to avenge the disastrous defeat of the
Italians at Yezora in August 1937and subdue the patriotic movement in the Dénsa-Sakala—
Mécha area. Hence, the combined forces of Barbaccini and the 27™ Battalion at Adét moved
to the hill of Yezora and reached Yedebi (above Yezora) led by local banda leaders like
Qdinriazmac Negatu Sdyfu and Dameldaw Cikkol and accompanied by heavy Italian air
bombardment.'?' Déjjazmac Mingisa led the patriots of Dénsa, Mota, Damot, Mécha, Sikila
and other areas and ordered the offensive on December 1, 1937. They had the advantages of
numerical superiority, mastery of the terrain and above all, a heightened morale because of
their carlier victory at the same battle place. As a result, the patriots scored another brilliant
victory over the troops of Colonel Babaccini after fighting for three days and nights from
Saturday December] to Monday December 3, 1937. Many fascist combatants were killed and
many others were wounded. On the first day of the engagement, Méngésa captured three Ttalian
officers. Although there are variations among sources, an estimated number of 500 askaris
and banda were also killed and 30 machine guns, 1000 albin and meniSer hand guns were
captured.'?* The remaining fascist army started to retreat from Yedebi to Yezora (to the north).
But, the patriots cut off their line of retreat and annihilated them.'? The survivors retreated to

the west led by a banda leader named Qdiiiiazmac Negatu Siyfu and camped at a place called

1210}id: Tadésda Gabri Midhen to Emperor Hayld Sellasé about the Patriotic Struggle in Gojjam
(Manuscript, n. d), N.A.L.A., Folder Number e». . @. ¢, 63.1, File Number, 47.07; The Life History of
Diijjazmac Derds,” p. 3; Informants: Taddésd Endaldw, Mulu Wirgnih and Bayih Fillaqd.

122B)4tta Miirse e Hazin Wildi Qirgos's Collection, “Seli Ttaliya Ena Seld Gojjam Arbififienit Hunéta™,
N.A.L.A, Folder Number @v, . @. <. 63.1, File Number 38.15: Informants: Mulu Wirgniih and Taddisi
Endaliw. In the Life History of Dédjazmac Deris on page 3 it is mentioned that 3 enemy soldiers, 95 albin machine
guns, 1 mortar and more than 3000 albin and menyshir hand guns were captured at the battle of Yedebi. But, the
Life History of ato Andwalim Berhanu referred above explains that the patriots captured 88 machine guns, one
Awsa special machine gun, one mortar and innumerable hand guns at the battle of Yedebi. Seltene also mentions
that Captain Vincenzo Berjtoja was among the three captives who stayed with Mangisa until March 1941, and
Colonel Carrano was among the wounded who escaped capture, see Seltene, “A History of Resistance in Gojjam,”
pp. 133- 134,

123ge|tene, “A History of Resistance in Gojjam,” p. 135; The Life History of Qdrifiazmac Dista Yemam,
p. no page and Dawit, p. 24; Informants: Mulu Wirqnih and Tadddsd Endaldaw.
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Mankit along the border with Mécha district."™ In this regard, citing Italian archival sources,
Seltene states that “the Duke of Aosta relates that Barbaccini with his 250 wounded troops was
forced to remain under siege in the hill of Mankit...”"*> The siege of Barbaccini was lifted later
on by 60 Battalions of operational military force from Gondar commanded by General Galloni
after fighting with the patriots from January 19-22, 1938. Following this, Galloni moved to the

south to lift the sieges of the Dangela and Enjibara garrisons. '

From mid- March to the end of May 1938 the new fascist governor of Amhara, General Ottavio
Mezzetti, organized military operations against the patriots in Gojjam. For that end he divided
Gojjam in to four military zones centered in Dénsa, Dibrd Marqos, Dangela and Matimma.
Then, Mezzetti ordered several of his lieutenants to conduct military operations in the low-
lying territories of Aldfa, Yesmala Giyorgis, Tis Esat Falls, Dabra Miwi and Yelmana Dénsa
areas. As indicated earlier, a military garrison was also established at Dibrd Mawi at this time
under Major Tinetti Amato."?” In this way General Mezzetti tried to restore temporarily fascist
rule in Dénsa and other adjacent areas. However, according to Sbacchi, soon the local people
of these areas joined the patriots.!”® For instance, the patriots of Y elmana Dénsa continued their
attacks on enemy convoys traveling mainly between Mota and Bahr Dar. For instance, as
mentioned above, in April 1938 an Italian column from Mota was beaten by the patriots of

Dénsa led by Fitawrari Deris at Buha Dingiya and the survivors were forced to enter the Adet

12814id. The Italians had promoted Negatu to the rank of Fitawrari but the people of Dénsa refused to call him so to
the end of his life.

1258¢]tene, “A History of Resistance in Gojjam,” p. 136.

16Ty ddisi Giibri Midhen to Emperor Hayld Sellasé about the Patriotic Struggle in Gojjam™, N.A.L.A,
Folder Number @u. 5. @. 4. 63.1, File Number, 47.07; Seltene, “A History of Resistance in Gojjam,” p. 141; Tidla,
235. See Appendix VIIL.

127ge|tene, “A History of Resistance in Gojjam,” p. 152,

128G aridiw, 223.
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garrison for protection.' 2

The major problems of the patriots were the problems created by bandas and lack of modern
medical supplies. Here, some bandas supplied the enemy with information about the movement
of the patriot while others tried to be economically beneficiaries from the prevailed situation
through supplying the enemy with the necessary food items. "’ However, as mentioned above,
the handa were severely punished whenever the patriots captured them. The handa had also to
bear the mockery of patriots and their fellow citizens like:

AN T4-E

N0 I W L Vo N U A PA 2

MA LT FHO havG hnd. 0757

1% AV K nL % S A B R

LM9° 2O ANd U-AT hg:td
The rough English translation reads:

the absent minded who are whipped to serve the enemy, and henceforth, the

Ttalians named them banda, and shouldered them twelve water bottles and
drove them like donkey.

Patriots relied on traditional medicine and local traditional doctors to cure wounded fighters.
Among others, Fitawrari Deris Sefiraw was wounded on his right leg by an Italian machine
gun in 1938. Because the enemy was following him up, Deriis had to move from one place to
another for three months until his wound was cured.'** As far as the provisions of the patriots

were concerned, they heavily relied on their own means without any external assistance.

1297} Life History of Qdriazmac Dista Yemam”, p. no page.; A Letter from Tadddsid Gibra Madhen
to Emperor Hayli Sellasé about the Patriotic Struggle in Gojjam™, N. A. L. A., Folder Number @®. Ao 4.
63.1, File Number, 47.07.; Blatta Mirse' é Hazin Wildéd Qirqos’s Collection, “Bd Amest Amitu Yi Italian Wirira
Wiiget Yi Tigadilu Arbififio¢: Yé Déjjazma¢ Mingasa Tarik” (Manuscript, 1932 E.C.), Folder Number av. .
. 4. 63.1, File Number 47.14. See Appendix VII.

130Ge]tene, “A History of Resistance in Gojjam,” many pages; Geremew, p. 36; Informants: Addam
Kibbidi, Bayih Filldqd, Fatand Aynaldm and Ciré Aginii.

By formants: Zilligi Allillenn and Addam Kébbada.

132The Life History of Déjjazmac Derds, pp. 3- 4.
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Patriots used their own seng (provision) consisting of dabbo (bread), gwanta (dried meat),
gwolo (roasted grain), basso (roasted powder) and water. Besides, local peoples voluntarily
supplied them with enjdra and local drinks. Whenever there was the chance to do so, patriots
slaughtered cattle captured from the banda.'* Sometimes the fascists and banda troops did the
same. Patriots also heavily relied on the arms captured from the enemy. They started to use
modern weapons including machine gun captured from the enemy. Patriots also purchased fire

arms and ammunition from areas as far as Gaynet in Biagémder using their own revenue. 14

Furthermore, patriot leaders drew revenue from the collection of taxes known as asé golo (tithe)
from the peasants who needed protection from them. Supreme commanders of the patriots, for
instance, Ddjjazmac¢ MingiSa Jimbaré, also judged local affairs through the traditional
wémbdr system. In addition, he nominated district commanders and boosted their fighting
morale by giving them military titles and promoting their ranks by receiving appointment fees.
For instance, Mingisa whose base was at Sikila promoted Qdnriazmac Derds Sefiraw of
Dénsa to the rank of Fitawrari. Similarly, Ddjjazmac Niga$ Bizabeh promoted Lej Anldy
Haylé to the rank of Qdiiiazmac. In return, subordinate patriot leaders like Fitawrari Deras
had to send tribute from they collected from peasants to MingiSa.'”> However, this
subordination was usually a cause for the friction among the patriot leaders. Among others,
Mingisa refused to recognize the authority of Ddjjazmac Niiga$ Biizabeh whose base was at
Buré. Similarly, Lej Abdrd Yemam of Mécha refused to obey to the rule of Mingi$a and the
two fought a battle at Gircigh in November 1940. This led patriot leaders to serious disputes

among themselves rather than uniting their local fighters against their common enemy. It was

33Dawit, pp. 32- 34.

134R efer to note number 122 above. A similar cattle raid was also made on the locality of Adét Hanna in
1939 which led fierce patriotic resistance, see The Life History of Qdifiazmac Désta”, p. no page.

135Tnformant: Haylu Mcteku. ; Dawit, pp. 32- 34. ; Nebeyu, p. 34.
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only in 1940 that the leaders of Mission 101, Colonel Sandford and Azaz (later, Déjjazmac)

36

Kibbida Tisdmma, reconciled them.

Patriot leaders also drew revenue from market dues from the attendants of local rural markets,
which they had established as a solution to the problems of transaction caused by the fascists.
For instance, Adal Gibiya (now Hamus giibiya), Mesker Gibiya (now Ze'it) and Qwoqar
market places were established in Dénsa by patriot leaders such as Déjjazmac Adal Tasimma
Dirdsso, Qdiiitazmac Mesker Yemam and Fitawrari Sene$aw Aldmu, respectively. Inaddition,
Dim Dingya in Gonj and Astéryo Maryam in Dénsa areas were the other new market places
which emerged during the occupation period.'*” In Italian controlled areas Italian farancas
were used as a means of exchange. However, in these rural market places, the people and
patriots used Maria Theresa thaler and traditional currencies such as amolé and cartridge.'*®
The patriots and their leaders were responsible for the safety of the people and the security of

the above mentioned local markets.'**

Sources indicate that, with the help of the British in the Sudan, in May 1939 Blaténgéta
Lorénzo Ta'ezaz, accompanied by the French officer namely Musie Paul and the translator,
Major Asigahifii Are'aya, secretly entered Gojjam through what is today called Sébara
Deldey (the Broken Bridge) with the help of the patriots of Bigémder. Fitawrari Derds and his
followers moved to a place called Tilba Meder where the emissaries were waiting for their

coming. However, the patriots led by Derds were suddenly surprised by the enemy force

136],0f Abirid Yemam to Aza# Kibbidi Tdsdmma, Date Tahsas 21, 1933 E.C., and Déjjazmac Mingisa
Jambire to Azas Kibbidi Tisimma, Date Méskdrdm 15, 1933 E.C., N.A.L.A, Collection of Kébbidi Tisamma,
Folder Number 63.1, File Number, h. -I-. 07.22; Kibbidi, pp. 288-289, 272; for the battle see, Dawit, pp. 41-
42. See also Appendices VIII and IX.

37 nformants: Admasé Enyidw, Addam Kibbadi and Haylu Meteku.
B8nformants: Zilldgi Allillenn, Fitind Aynaldm, A8Sagré Cikkol and Bayih Fiilldgd.

139Nebeyu, p. 34; Dawit, p. 34; Informant: Taddési Endaldw.
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coming from Mota at a place called Dibrd Metmagq. Deris defeated the enemy force and joined
the emissaries. Escorted by the patriots led by Deris the emissaries managed to join Ddjjazmac
Mingisa Jambaré at Fagetta in Agiw Meder. After they widely travelled in Gojjam, observing
the intensity of the patriotic resistance and trying to harmonize the patriots, the emissaries
finally entered the Sudan through Bilaya. Undoubtedly, this encouraged the patriots of
Yelmana Dénsa and the other arcas of Gojjam.'*" On May 2, 1939 the exiled emperor also sent
a letter of encouragement to the patriots of Gojjam in the hands of Salliiga (later Ras) Misfen
Selis. Salldga Misefen installed a radio station at Sangé in Sikiila and agitated the people and
the banda alike to join the patriots in which he was considerably successful. Together with
Diijjazmac¢ Mingisa Jambiré, he also moved in Dénsa, Agiw Meder, Diga Damot, Sikila,
Taliya- Lejj Ambira, Mécha, Aifir and Gutta areas and agitated the people to intensify the

resistance. !

The British campaign against the fascist forces in east Africa in 1940 and 1941 finally helped
the patriots of Gojjam in general to drive out the Italians. The presence of continued effective
resistance in Gojjam secured the attention the British officer in the Sudan, Colonel Arthur
Sandford, to cross the borders of Ethiopia in that direction. As indicated carlier, Sandford
entered Gojjam at the head of a small force called Mission 101 consisting of a small Sudanese
force known as Frontier Battalion and a fifty-manned squad of Ethiopians led by AzaZ Kibbéda
Tisidmma representing the Emperor. On September 18, 1940 Sandford, accompanied by Azaz

Kiibbidi, reached Fagetta where Dijjazmac Mingiga Jimbiré received them. As indicated

10B atta Mirse e Hazin Wildd Qirqos's Collection, “Seli Italiya Ena Seld Gojjam Arbdinenit
Hunéta”, N.A.L.A, Folder Number @v. 3. @. <. 63.1, File Number 38.15; The Life history of Ddjjazmac Deris,
p. 4; Greenfield, p. 189; Tadla, pp. 276- 277; Kibbédi, p. 267;:Informants: Yirom Alimu, Tadddsd Gabra Maryam
and Haylu Meteku. Lorénzo was the Emperor’s permanent representative at the League of Nations.

W Rahr Dar Awrajja Gezat Office to Gojjam Tiglay Gezat Office, Date, Tahsas 21, 1963 E.C., D.M.
U.A.R.C., Folder No., 0083, File Number, #2. m. 6. See also Tédla, p. 239.
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above, from Fagetta Sandford and AzaZ Kibbidi travelled widely and reconciled disputing
patriot leaders like Ddjjazmaces MiingiiSa and Nigas. 142 Besides, they issued the proclamations
of the Emperor. The mission also distributed arms among the patriots.'** For instance, some of
my informants who were patriots state that Fitawrari Derds and his men brought 50 dimotfir,
40 amarika, 50 gogaldbdin (and metad libdn) and 50 géndo rifles and 100,000 bullets of a/bin
and amarika rifles from Bilaya to Dénsa and distributed it among patriots.'** The morale of
patriots considerably rose by this international support and the news about the return of the

Emperor.'* Further, the British Royal Air Force established a base at Sikla. '

The fascist rulers in Addis Ababa were very much concerned about the activities of Mission
101 and intensification of the resistance resulting from this international reinforcement. The
Duke of Aosta (Amadeo Umberto) assigned his Deputy, General Guglielmo Nasi, to take
command in Gojjam to reverse the situation. On December 8, 1940 General Nasi brought Ras
Haylu to Dibri Marqos as the Ras of Gojjam. But, it seems that fascist authorities were too

late to be successful in reversing the situation.'*’

42A. D. Shirreff, “The Ethiopian Patriot Contribution to the 1941 Campaign Against the Italians in

Gojjam” Proceedings of the Eleventh International Conference of Ethiopian Studies, Bahru Zewde, R. Pankhurst,
Taddese Beyene, eds., Vol. I, p. 851; Mockler, pp. 225-226; Tédla, p. 236.

Y3Thid.; Lej Abiird Yemam to AzaZ Kibbiddi Tasimma, Date, Tahsas 21, 1933 B.C.; Déjjazniac¢ Méngasa
Jambiré to Azaz Kibbidi Tiasimma, Méskérdm 15, 1933 E.C. and Dan Sandford (Colonel) to Azaz Kibbadi
Tisimma, Date, Hedar 24, 1933 E.C., N.A.L.A, Collection of Kibbid4 Tésémma, Folder Number 62.1, File
Number h. . 07.22. See also Mockler, pp. 265, 290; Dawit, p. 41- 42; Tédla, p. 239. See also Appendices VIII,
IX, X and XI.

1441bid.; Greenfield, p. 190; Informants: Haylu Meteku, Mulu Wirqnih, Yarom Alimu andTaddésa
Endaldw.

YST4dla, p. 434; Greenfield, p. 192; Mockler, p. 264; Takli Sadiq, Yd Ityopiva Tarik Kd Asé Téwadros
Eskd Qddamawi Hayld Sellasé, pp. 328- 329,

146Dan Sanford (Colonel) to Azaz Kibbidi Tisimma, Date, Hedar 14, 1933 E.C N.A.L.A, Collection

of Kibbidi Tisimma, Folder Number h. -F. 62.1, File Number 07.22; Informant: Addam Kiébbidi. See also
Seltene, “A History of Bah Dar,” p. 72 and Mockler, p. 289. Kibbdda Tasimma, and Seltene also state that the
British also bombed the Italian buildings in Bahr Dar in December 1940. See also Appendix XI.

WShirreft, p. 852; Mockler, p. 296; Tddla, p. 238. For Ras Haylu, see Appendix XTI

113



On January 3, 1941, the Gideon Force of two Battalions — the Commonwealth and the 2™
Ethiopian Battalions - led by another British officer, Major Orde Charles Wingate, and
accompanied by Emperor Hayli Sellasé, crossed the Ethiopian frontier at Omedla.'* By the
late February 1941 the Gédiwon Force reached around Buré. By early March 1941, patriot
leaders went to Buré to meet and greet the emperor at a place called Fanda (near Buré town).
The Emperor rewarded them with pistols, guns and ammunition. Among others, according to
my informants, Derds Sefiiraw of Dénsa and Anldy Haylé of Qwarit cach of them received two

hand guns (dimotfer and amarica) and an automatic pistol from the Emperor.'*

Unlike initial British expectation for a very strong resistance from Italian garrisons in Gojjam,
on February 16, 1941 General Nasi ordered the withdrawal of the Enjebara and Dangela, and
on March 4 the Buré, garrisons.'® Here, sources explain that Ddjjazmac Mingisa's forces
severely attacked the retreating enemy forces, although accompanied by Italian air
bombardment from Bahr Dar, all the way from Dangela to Mégénti."”' On February 23, 1941
the ITtalian officer at Bahr Dar, Colonel Torelli, ordered the withdrawal of the Adét, Dibrd
Miwi, Alifa, Yesmala and Ziagé garrisons to Bahr Dar. This marked the end of the five years

Ttalian occupation of Yelmana Dénsa district.'>

183 hirreff, p. 853.
W9 formants: Mulu Wirgnih, Taddisi Endaldw and Haylu Meteku; Tékld Sadiq, Yé ltyopiya Tarik K
Asé Téwodros Eskii Qidamawi Hayli Sellasé, p. 329; Alula, p. 63; The Life History of Diijjazmac Anlidy Haylé,

p. no page.

150G hirreff, 853. Shirreff states that at Dangela there was the 22" Brigade under Colonel Torelli and at
Buré-Enjibara there were Colonel Natale's the 3" and 19" Brigades with 3000 banda led by Dijjazmac Mammo
Hayla Mikaél (a total of 6000 fighting men), see Shirreff, p. 855.

151 1bid; Tidla, p. 441.

152 [y formants: Admsé Enyiw and Haylu Meteku; Geremew, p. 36; Seltene, “A History of Resistance in

Gojjam,” p. 350; Tédla, p. 441. The Ttalians withdrew from Adét and Débra Miwi on Yékatit 16, 1933 E.C.
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Chapter Four

Yelmana Dénsa District from Liberation to Revolution (1941-

1974)

Italian forces withdrew from the Adét and Dibri Miwi military garrisons on February 23,
1941. Hence, this chapter of the study will assess the major administrative, social and economic
developments of Yelmana Dénsa district from the withdrawal of the Italians from it to the 1974

Revolution.
4.1. Administrative and Security Conditions

In the following few months after the withdrawal of the Italians, the inhabitants of Adét and
Dibri Miwi arcas of Yelmana Dénsa completely returned to their former dwelling sites. This
was partly because, on his way to the capital in 1941 the Emperor gave an order to patriot
leaders of Gojjam that all the local people under their jurisdiction had to own only their pre

occupation period properties including land.'

Furthermore, Emperor Hayli Sellasé gave an order to Déjjazmac Mingisa Jimbiré and other
patriot leaders below him to administer properly their respective districts and sub districts.
Accordingly, Méngisa was empowered to administer the districts of Yelmana Dénsa, Mcégha,
Acifir and Agiw Meder with the title of Ras. Fitawrari Derds Sefiraw also came to Adét as
the mesliné of Mingasa.> However, the emperor did nothing to the ordinary patriots. They

simply returned to their respective localities to lead their former life.? Déijjazma¢ Miangisa

Unformants: Taddisd Endalaw, Gibiyihu Qififid, Albi¢iw Wagaw, Yirom Alimu and Zilldgi
Allalleii.

nformants: Haylu Meteku, Yirom Alimu, Fitind Aynaldm, Leméneh Balidw and Tafird Ejegu.; Dawit,
p. 53. For the appointment of Mingisa, see Appendix XIII.

3Nebeyu, p. 39.
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issued a taxation of 60 kilos of teff to be paid by each peasant to district governors. He also
allowed war commanders like Deriis to retain a third of the tax collected in their localities and

take holy day gifts from peasants.”

In May 1942 district governors were appointed by the then governor general of Gojjam awrajja
(province), Ras Haylu Bildw (r.1942-1945 and 1950-1957), under the approval of Emperor
Haylé Sellas¢. Known patriot leaders became district and sub district governors or took other
offices regardless of their level of education.” Accordingly, Fitawrari Deris was transferred to
Aéifar district and Fitawrari Abird Yemam of Mégha was made the mesldné of Yelmana
Dénsa district. Abdrd briefly ruled Yelmana Dénsa from his administrative center at Débrd

Mawi.°

The initial steps of administrative revitalization were made in the district of Yelmana Densa.
However, there was acute shortage of personnel at all levels. For some times, the district and
sub district administrators also acted as heads of justice.” In this case, informants state that it
was only since 1944/45 the district and sub district offices of justice, treasury and police were
formally established at Adét.® Other renowned patriots like Qdiiiiazmac Didsta Yemam became
security workers of Adét and its market until the police was formally established in the town
by 1943/44. Besides, by 1944 Qdriiiazmac E3ité Fanta and Amsa Aldga Alimayihu were
appointed as the first heads of district justice and Polis offices of Yelmana Dénsa, respectively.

On the other hand, a former Eritrean askari at Adét namely Gibrd Middhen Abeyu was also

# Dawit, p. 53.
*TInformants: Admasu Gugsa, Fintahun Enyiiw and Bayih Filliqa.; Nebeyu, p. 51.
SInformants: Admasu Gugsa, Biyazné Ejegu, Yirom Alimu, Haylu Meteku and Tafiiré Ejegu.
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appointed by the provincial government as a police to serve in Yelmana Dénsa district.”

Meanwhile, in 1943 Ras Haylu Biliw made an administrative rearrangement. Accordingly, the
districts of Yelmana Dénsa, Lejj Ambira, Mégha, Agifir and Zagé - Medrd Bid were made
Bahr Dar Special District (wérdda in Amharic) centered at Bahr Dar. This administrative
restructuring of the territories south and southwest of Lake Tana followed the Italian pattern of
administrative division during the occupation period. In addition, unlike the other district
governors of Gojjam province, the new governor of Bahr Dar Special District, Zawdu
Zimadaginfidhu (r.1943-1947), held the pre occupation period traditional title of AzaZ. Then,
Azaz Ziawdu appointed sub district meslinés (governors).'” Accordingly, Fitawrari Derds
Scfdaraw was appointed as the meslidné of Yelmana Dénsa with the title of Dédjjazmac in 1943.
He was accountable to 4zaZ Ziwdu for all administrative and financial matters. The territories
under Derids's administration were Yelmana, Dénsa, Génj, Yewodi, Lejj Ambira and Zige -
Medri Bid. The center of Yelmana Dénsa sub district (including all the above territories) was
Adét town.!! Official documents also reveal that, like the occupation period, the district of
Yelmana Dénsa was alternatively mentioned as “Dénsa Wirdda/ the district of Dénsa/ during

the Post liberation period.'?

Anyway, regardless of the territorial rearrangements which were made during the period, a

total of five district governors ruled the district of Yelmana Dénsa from 1943 to 1974. They

bid. ; see also The Life History of Qdiifiazmac¢ Dista Yemamn.

Nebeyu, pp. 48- 50.; Geremew, p. 38.; Dawit, p. 55.; Seltene, “A History of Bahr Dar Town”, p. 78.

A Letter from Déjjazmac Deris Scfiraw to Gojjam Tdqglay Gezat Office, Date, Méskdrdm 14, 1967
E.C.,D.M.U. A R .C. ; Folder No, 0016, File No. @o. m. &.; Seltene, “A History of Bahr Dar Town”, p. 78.;
Dawil, p. 56. ; Informants: Taddésd Gébrd Mariyam, Yirom Alimu and Fintahun Enyiiw. For the names the sub
districts of Yelmana Densa, see Appendix XIV.

124Gojjam Tiqlay Gezat Yi Sumament Ena Siratififio¢ Zerzer Mizagebet of 1940-1957 E.C.”, D. M. U.

A.R .C. : Folder No, 00605, No file number. ; Ministry of Interior, * Gojjam Tiglay Gezat Ya Sumament Ena
Siratiiifiot Zerzer Mizegib of 1952 E.C.”, N. A. L. A., Folder Number, 17.1.11, File Number, 16.02.
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Picture 7: The District Governors of Yelmana Dénsa from 1941-1974

I Djj. Deriis Sefdraw (r.1941- 42; 2. Dajj. Abird Yemam
3. 1943- March 1951) (r. 1942-43)

5, Qédn. Eyasu Zillagd
(r. Dec.1964- Jan. 1, 1967)

6. 1967-68)

7. Fit. Admasu Gugsa (r.1963-64 and April-
August, 16, 1968 8. Fit. Kilkay Abisa (r. 1968-74)
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were Ddjjazmaces Deris Sefiraw (r.1943-51) and Anldy Haylé (r.1951-63 and 1967—68),
Qdnnazmac (later Fitawrari) Eyasu Zilliqi (r.1964-67), Fitawraris Admasu Gugsa (r. 1963-
64 and 1968) and Kilkay AbiSa (r.1968-74) in that order of importance. The major
responsibilities of all these governors of the district included the maintenance of peace and
security, controlling the tasks and duties of the entire officials of the district and hearing public
complaints. They were also required to nominate important patriots, who were legible for
rewards and promotion, and file monthly reports about all the governmental activitics in the
district.!® The post liberation period administrative system of the restored regime also required
district and sub district governors to reside at the capital of the territory under their
jurisdiction.' Hence, all the above district governors of Yelmana Dénsa, except Qdnnazmac

Eyasu Zillagd, constructed their residential houses at Adét with stone and wood.

Ddjjazmac Deris initiated the construction of some thatched roofed rooms at Adét around the
present day Adét branch of Commercial Bank of Ethiopia in 1943/44 for housing the district
offices of administration, justice, finance and police. He also appointed his meslinés
(governors) for all the territories mentioned above. Below these lower officials of Yelmana
Dénsa, there were local gulti gizZes or gultéiiiias (gult land governors), each of whom
recognized his or her ¢chega Sums (village or parish chiefs).'s The police and other government

officials were also appointed by the awrajja gezat (provincial government) at Diibri Marqos.'®

BInformants: Haylu Meteku, Chané Enyiiw and Fitind Enyiiw. ; Dawit, p. 57. See Appendix XIV. In
fact, several other patriots of the district travelled to Addis Ababa and were rewarded with medals in the 1940s
and 1950s. Qdiifiazmac Eyasu was the son of one of Ras Haylu Takla haymanot's agents, Fitawrari Zilligi Liqu
of Bilaya.

“Dawit, p. 57.

15A Letter from Déijjazmac Deris Sefiraw to Bahr Dar Wiirida Gezat Office, Date, Genbot 8, 1936 E.C.,
D. M. U. A.R .C. ; Folder No, 0016, File No. ev. m. 8. : Informants: Eskiiziya Addam, Tiwabi Ay¢ih and
Haylu Meteku.; Nebeyu, pp. 92, 93, 95,

“®Informants: Eskiiziya Addam, Fintahun Enyiw, Ciré Agififi and Menali Tezazu.
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Furthermore, in accordance with Proclamation number 9 of 1947 a local judge called atbiya
dasiiia was appointed for each locality in the district of Yelmana Dénsa which had the effect of
reducing the political power of the gulti giz. The atbiva danna was accountable to the sub-
district governor.'” In this way, the restored government was fairly represented at all levels for
the first time in the district of Yelmana Dénsa. However, as mentioned above, there was still

acute shortage of personnel especially for the higher offices. I8

Lower officials such as the ¢hega §um, gulti gi? and atbiya dafifia were equally responsible
for the gésefa (maintenance of peace and security) and administration of justice at the local
level in the district. The gulti gé# and the ¢hega Sum were also responsible for the collection
of taxes.'” The religious counter parts of the secular gultdiiias were the gult land owning

monasteries of Yelmana Dénsa like Adét Midhané Alim and Dibrd Mawi Maryam.*’

However, a municipality office was set up at Adét in 1946 headed by Qdiiazmac Biliw
Wiisin of Buré and claimed the market dues from Haylu Gébiya held on Saturdays. The secular
gibéiz of Adét had also to pretend practically as a separate atbiva daiiiia which considerably

reduced his judiciary power.”' Moreover, the military role of the gultd gaz was prohibited by

Tnformants: Haylu Meteku, Tafiird Ejegu, Biyazné Ejegu and Fantahun Enyiiw. For the decree see,
Hoben, Land Tenure Among the Amhara, p. 34. ; Nebeyu, p. 93.; Alula, p. 75.

18[nformants: Bayih Filligd, Admasu Gugsa and Fiintahun Enydw.; Geremew, pp. 38- 39.; A letter from
Adét Municipality to Gojjam Tiqlay Gezat Head of Municipalities, Date Miyaziya 1, 1944 E.C., Adét
Municipality Office Archive (here after, A. M. A.), Folder No. NA1-19, File No. (h-4.

9y formants: Fintahun Enyiw; Fitind Aynalim, Chané Eneyiw, Alibac¢iw Wagaw and Admasu Gugsa;
see also Nebeyu, pp. 85, 90. ; Eshetu Chole, “Towards a History of Fiscal Policy of the Pre Revolutionary
Ethiopian State: 1941- 1974 Journal of Ethiopian Studies, Vol. XVII (November 1984), pp. 94 -95.

[ formants: Fintahun Enyéw, Fitini Aynaldm, Chané Eneyaw, Alibaciw Wagaw and Admasu Gugsa;
Nebeyu, p. 100. ; Billay, Etégé Taytu Bd Déibrd Mdwi, p. 66.

2A Tetter from Adét Municipality Office to Gojjam Jdglay Gezat Office, Date Miyaziya 1, 1962 E. C.,

A. M. A., Folder Number (1 1-50, File Number (14 - 22. ; Informants: Asgagre Cikkol, Menali Tezazu,
Alibagiw Wagaw, Zilliqd Alldlleiif, Biyazné Ejegu and Tafira Ejegu.
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the law during the post liberation period.” Nonetheless, the gdbdz of Adét was still free from
direct government interference in his activities except in case of the collection of the tithe.
Indeed, appeals were now heard at the district administrative level only when Jjustice reached

by the secular gédbdz of Adét Méidhané Aldm was seen unfair by the local people.™

In 1947 the then governor general of Gojjam, Déjjazmac Kibbida Tasimma (r. 1945- 1950),
transformed the wdrddas (districts) of Gojjam province in to awrajja (sub-province)
administrative status. Accordingly, the formerly independent districts of Bahr Dar and Agaw
Meder were brought under a single administrative unit called Agiw-Bahr Dar awrajja centered
at Dangela.2* The central government appointed the former governor of Agifdr district,
Déijjazmac Ayaléw Mikonnin, as the first governor of Agaw- Bahr Dar awrajja. Nevertheless,
this aroused the resentment and jealousy of Déjjazmaces Derds and Abérd Yemam who had
equal status and career with Ayaléw. This was then one of the root causes of the 1950 rebellion
in Mécha and adjoining territories led by Déjjazmac Abiiri himself. In fact, the main causes of
this rebellion were land related issues®, as will be seen below. At the same time, a new district
administrative unit called Bahr Dar Zuriya was created comprising the former territories of the
district of Yelmana Dénsa such as Ginj, Yewodi, Zigé- Medrd Bid and Abokabot. The
territory of Lejj Ambira also went to Sikila district of Ddga Damot awrajja. Conversely, the
localitics extending from Astiryo to Eniigadé were brought to Yelmana Dénsa from the district

of Qwarit.20 At the same time, Yelmana Dénsa district also got the sub district of Gonj- Qollalla

2Crummey, p. 241, ; Nebeyu, p. 48.

BIpformants: Asagré Cikkol, Menali Tezazu, Alibaciw Wagaw, Zilliqd Allillefif, Fintahun Enydw,
Biyazné Ejegu and Tafira Ejegu.

X nformants: Addam Kibbidi, Alibaciw Wagaw and Taddisi Endalaw. ; Nebeyu, pp53- 54.; Seltene,

“A History of Bahr Dar”, p. 82. The other awrajjas were Débrd Marqos, Bi¢ina and Mota, Qolla and Diiga Damot,
and Mitikkil, see Nebeyu, pp. 53- 54,

25 Gebru, pp. 167-168. ; Nebeyu, pp. 55, 58, 59. ; Scltene, ““A History of Bahr Dar™, p. 82.

263eltene, “A History of Bahr Dar”, p. 82. ; Informants: Haylu Meteku, Admasé Enyiiw and Asiiber Bayh.
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Map:¥ Map of the Awrajas of Gojjam
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extending from Yizat River to the Abéya River from the district of Bibuiifi-A$emin from Mota

Awrajja (sub province).

In March 1951 Ddjjazmac Deris was transferred in to Mitékkil awrajja.’’ In place of Deris,
the central government appointed Fitawrari (later Déjjazmac) Anldy Haylé governor of the
district of Yelmana Dénsa.2® Soon after his coming to Adét, Fitawrari Anldy built a one
storeyed stone facaded wooden house covered with tin sheets on the southern side of Haylu
Gibdyd. Similarly, his secretary, a patriot named Lej (later Balambaras) MiangiSa Kassa
constructed a similar one storeyed residential house at the center of Adét town.” In 1960/61
Fitawrari Anliy also constructed a modern building with stone and cement for district
administration, justice, municipality and treasury offices with public contribution of Eth.
$13,000.00 berr. Besides, other wooden houses were constructed near this building for the

purpose of district police station and prison.*’

In 1956, Ras Haylu Béliw made another administrative rearrangement in Gojjam province. He
re divided the province in to seven awrajjas (sub provinces) by which Agiw- Bahr Dar awrajja
was split in to two independent awrajjas of Bahr Dar and Agiw Meder. Accordingly, Yelmana

Dénsa became one of the districts of Bahr Dar awrajja centered at Adét.>' The eastern part of

Gojjam Téqlay Gezat Yi Sumament Ena Siratififio¢ Zerzer Mizegib of 1940 E.C.”", D. M. U. A.R.
C.; Folder No, 00605, File No. no. ; A Letter from Ministry of Finance to Gojjam Jéiglay Gezat Office, Date
Hamlé 21, 1943 E.C.,D. M. U. A. R .C. ; Folder No, 0016, File No. #». M. 8.; Informants: Zilliqa Alldllenn
and Liggisd Qalu.

28]_@-
2 formants: Fitind Enyaw, Adudifia Ay&ih and Acindf Zallaqd.

30A Letter from Gojjam Téglay Gezat Office Director to the Ministry of Interior, Date Miiskdrédm 24,
1966 E.C.. N. A. L. A, Folder Number 17.1.11, File Number 16.09; A Letter from Gojjam Tiglay Gezat Office
to Agiw Bahr Dar Awrajja Gezat Office , Date Yékatit 17, 1948 E.C., D. M. U. A. R .C. ; Folder No, 003450,
File No 53.: Informants: Fitini Enyaw, Adufifia Ay¢ih and Acinif Zilliqd. See Appendix XV. During the
administration of Fitawrari Anliy local merchants such as Fitind Bezunih, Alim Windem, and Gassu Qachenu
also constructed similar one storeyed stone facaded wooden houses at Adét. Similarly, since the late 1950s a
number of private houses covered with tin sheets were constructed at Adét.

#3eltene, “A History of Bahr Dar”, p. 89. ; Nebeyu, pp. 73- 74. Mota and Bediina were also separated.
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Giinj comprising the parishes (localities) of Walka Seyon, Singanfia and Safetamain were also
brought in to the district of Yelmana Dénsa from the district of Bahr Dar Zuriya. By contrast,
the western parts of Dénsa such as the parishes of Qiratit Kidand Mehrit, Qwaya Abbo, and
Sat Kidani Mehrit went to the district of Mécha. This administrative extension of Yelmana
Dénsa remained unchanged until the 1974 Revolution and after.’> The meketel wirddas (sub
districts) of the district of Yelmana Dénsa from 1947 to 1974 were also Dénsa, Watibit (Ya
Yelmana Ekuléta), Yelmana (Agetta), Yenach (Qollilla) and Dingil (Yd Qollilla Ekuléta).
Both Dibri Mawi and Adét (including the town of Adét) localities were also practically sub

districts administered by their hereditary Ligd rid e and lay gdbiz, respectively.™

In September 1968, Lej (later, Fitawrari) Kilkay Abdsa was appointed governor of Yelmana
Dénsa district. However, Kilkay's administration was preceded by a four months interim
period (April-August 1968) administration by Fitawrari Admasu Gugsa. Kilkay came to Adét
first as the war leader of the people from Mégha district to suppress the 1968 peasant rebellion
in Diga Damot.** Informants claim that Admasu was forced to retreat to Bahr Dar by the
rebels.> Anyway, since then Kilkay Ab#Sa continued as the governor of Yelmana Dénsa

district up to the 1974 Revolution.

However, compared to the other district governors mentioned above, Qdnniazmac Eyasu

Zilldgé (r. December 1964-March 1967) and Kilkay did little to the development of Adét town

3pformants: Liggisi Qalu, Tadd4sd Gébri Mariyam and Yédrom Aldmu.

$3«Gojjam Tiqlay Gezat Yi Sumament Ena Siratififiod Zerzer Mizagebet of the years 1940-19577, D.
M. U. A. R .C. ; Folder No, 00605, no file number. ; Informants: Mamaru Bitiwa, Lebsiworq Ayild and
TazabawTarifi; Bilay, Etégé Taytu Bi Déibri Mdwi, p. 66. The gdbdz of Adét locality from 1949 to 1966 was
ato Tirifi Allallefifi. For the sub districts, see Appendices XVI, XVIT and XVIIL

HInformants: Liggisi Qalu, Eskiziya Addam, Leméneh Baliw and Tawab3 Aycih.

*Ibid.

124



and Yelmana Dénsa district. Fitawrari Kilkay is remembered by my informants only for his
role in the construction of the ddjjd sdlam (gate way) and edemo (stone wall) surrounding the
monastery of Adét Madhané Alim, and Qdniiazmac Eyasu for nothing. Lack of adequate
modern education was perhaps the main cause for the administrative inefficiency of most of
the patriots who filled most of the administrative posts of Gojjam in general and the district of
Yelmana Dénsa in particular during the post liberation period. For instance, Fitawrari Kilkay
and Qdfiiazma¢ Eyasu were illiterates who could not even read and write Ambharic.
Consequently, their main duties became the maintenance of peace and security introducing
little or no modern innovations to the district. Morcover, corruption was common among post

liberation period governors at all levels.*

Regarding the security conditions of Yelmana Dénsa, the police, atbiva daiinia, the local gultd
giiz and ¢heqa Sum (village chief) worked together to maintain peace and security in each
locality in the district. Cattle theft and banditry were some of the post liberation period security
problems of the district like other parts of Gojjam.*” Seftas (outlaws) were known to have
created acute problems up on merchants, market attendants and rural inhabitants of the district
both at night and day times. At times, the main causc of Sefiendt was the need to escape
punishment after committing crimes in public disputes; for instance, killing someone. Among
the main leaders of §effa and thieves in Yelmana Dénsa during the post liberation period were
Tafird Mingesté, Direbiw Bezunih and Wuddu Abati in Dénsa; Mehrit Tagga of Safetamann

in Génj (later included in Dénsa) and Méngiw Yétaméanii in Agetta (Yelmana) sub districts of

36 Letter from Gojjam Tiqlay Gezat Inspection Office to the Tiglay Gezat Administration Office
(Report), Date 22/11/1946 E.C., D. M. U. A. R .C. Folder Number, 003450, File Number, 53. ; Informants:
Eskiiziya Addam, Chané Enydw and Ayalu Alind. The district governors also made indirect linkage with the
Seftas. Informants further state that in 1974 they were derided by the students like: “ovch@9° A" We
shall not be governed by illiterates! /. As an example see the only roles of Qdrifiazmac Eyasu claimed to have
played in Yelmana Dénsa in Appendix XIX.

3Nebeyu, pp. 104- 105,
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Yelmana Dénsa.”®

As a result, sometimes around 1955 a system known as Léba Edem (catch the thief) was
introduced in to the district. The district representative of Leba Edems of Yelmana Dénsa was
Ato Mingesté Wirgé.>® In 1963, during the governor ship of Ddjjazmac Sihayu Enqwo Sellasé
(r.1960-1968), the Néigh Libas (local security force) was introduced to the province of Gojjam
in general and the district of Yelmana Dénsa in particular with the aim of eradicating sefias
and cattle thieves. This was primarily because of the spread of cattle thicves in the province.
The Néich Liibas were local farming part time security workers accountable to the sub district
and district governors. They were given one complete uniform and were paid Eth. $15.00 berr
as a salary annually. However, in most cases, they used the traditional method of detecting

thieves popularly known as ewus or afirsata*
4. 2. Taxation and Tax Related Peasant Resistances

The restored government of Hayli Sellasé issued a number of decrees relating to taxation and
revenue. All the taxes were to be paid in cash and all government officials were to be salaried.
All tax related decrees of the period aimed at increasing the revenue of the restored government.
Apart from land tax, the government introduced education and health taxes in 1947 and 1959,
respectively, based on land ownership.*! However, ever since 1941 a significant proportion of
the people of Gojjam in general refused to accept the new taxation systems of the government.

For instance, land was not classified and measured based on its quality in Gojjam. The main

3®[pformants: Admasé Enyiiw, Eskiziya Addam and Tédwabi Aytah. My informants state that Mehrit
was the most fearsome Sefia with a widely thick hair style of a warrior.

1bid.; Nebeyu, pp. 104-105.

Ol nformants: Biyazné Ejegu, Admasé Enyiw, Eskiiziya Addam and Tdwabi Aycah. See also Bahru, 4
History of Modern Ethiopia, p. 217. See the names of some of the Nach Libas in Appendix XXII.

Crummey, pp. 237- 238. ; Nebeyu, p. 89, ; Eshetu, pp. 92.
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reason for this was that the people of Gojjam including Yelmana Dénsa often associated the
implementation of the new government taxation systems with the loss of their traditional rest
land ownership right. Both the clergy and peasants of Gojjam opposed the new taxation systems
of the government. The peasants of Gojjam paid taxes at the 1935 land tax rate in addition to
an estimated amount of tithe right up to 1967.** Likewise, decree no 2 of 1942 provided that
church lands should pay tax at the same rate as secular lands, and stripped off the traditional
office of the secular géihdz. However, because of resistance church rights to tribute and labour

were restored in 1947.%

The general trend of the post liberation period taxation system in Ethiopia was to limit the tax
power of both the secular and religious gultériiias.* Initially, in areas under secular government
administration including the district of Yelmana Dénsa, the ¢hega Sum collected taxes and
handed them over to the district treasury. Then, based on the 1950 tax reform proclamation,
taxes were collected by a local official called #difri (accountable) from each locality of
Yelmana Dénsa corresponding to the size of land holdings. The gultd gdz, ¢hega Sum and
atbiva dafifia were also expected to assist the local tax collectors.* However, the tax collection
system was still very rudimentary. Taxes were collected arbitrarily based on the approximate
size of rest lands owned by each farmer. Archival sources indicate that the total amount of land

tax imposed on Yelmana Dénsa during the period was Eth. $ 3,572.28 berr; of which Eth. §

“2Gebru, pp. 166-167. ; Nebeyu, pp. 83, 88, 89. ; Peter Schwab, “Rebellion in Ethiopia, A Study of
Gojjam Province,” East Africa Journal (New York: Adelphi University, November, 1969), p. 29.

B A Minute of Document of Abunas and the Minister of Tnterior, Ras Abibi Arigay, on the Asrat
revenues of Dima and Diibri Margos Monasteries”, Date Ginbot 25, 1945 E. C. (St. Mary Cathedral, Addis

Ababa)”’, W.M.T.M.A R.C-IES, Folder Number, Gojjam Téqlay Gezat Bétd Kehniit, File No. 2163. ; Nebeyu, p.
101. ; Crummey, p. 240.

“Crummey, pp. 238- 241, ; Nebeyu, p. 91.

*nformants; Chané Enyiw, Admasu Gugsa, Tiwabi Ay¢ah and Admasé Enyaw. ; Nebeyu, p. 90. ;
Bahru, A History of Modern Ethiopia, p. 217
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1,190. 63 berr was the share of the gultd gazs of the district. Sources also indicate that the
amount of tax collected in the district often failed even to cover the salary of government

employees of the district.*®

Likewise, the big monasteries in Yelmana Dénsa resisted the government's move of limiting
their tax power. They continued to collect land tax, court fees and market dues from areas under
their jurisdiction throughout the post liberation period. The most important of them were Adét
Midhané Alim, Dibrd Mawi Maryam, Gonj Téwodros Mika'¢l and the like.*” In fact, the
monastery of Adét lost its right to collect market dues to the municipality of the town since
1946 which was a source of deep resentment and opposition particularly from the balabbats

and clergy.*

As indicated above, like other parts of Gojjam, the people of Yelmana Dénsa district refused
to accept the new taxation system and land measurement policies of the restored government.
In Yelmana Dénsa, the first known opposition occurred in October 1946 when Azaz Zawdu
Zimadaganfihu of Bahr Dar came to Yelmana Dénsa to assess the harvest of the year. Zawdu
temporarily quartered at Zada Maryam (in Wiitibit sub district) and summoned all rest
landowners of Yelmana and Dénsa territories for registration. Azaz Ziwdu registered the rest
owners of Yelmana, but he failed to register those from Dénsa because of the havoc they

created by mass gun firing into the sky. They passed a night through pillaging the inhabitants

[ nformant: Admasu Gugsa. ; Nebeyu, pp. 88- 89. ; “Gojjam: Y Gultd Gizewot Biijit Zerzer”, D. M.
U. A.R .C. ; Folder Number, 0020, File Number 75. ; Bahru, 4 History of Modern Ethiopia, p.217. For some of
the Gul areas of Yelmana Densa, see Appendix XXIII.

nformants: Addam Kibbidi, Biyazné Ejegu, Fitind Aynalim and Ayalu Alind. See also Nebeyu, p.
101.

BOf the multitude of documents about the case, see The Appeal of the Clergy of Adét to Emperor Hayld
Sellase, Date Mdskdiram 28, 1956 E.C., and The Minute of Document of the Assembly of Gojjam Tdglay Gezal
Administration Officials chaired by Ras Haylu Biiliw on the monastic lands of Adét, Date Mskdrdm 5, 1946
E.C.,D.M. U. A. R .C. ; Folder No, 00196, File Number 9/79. : Informants: Alibag¢iw Wagaw, Addam Kiabbéda,
Tiwabi Ay&ih and Dannaw Taddési.
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of the area. The then governor of Dénsa Meketel (sub district), Fitawrari Admasu Gugsa, was
unable to pacify his armed men. In the next day, Azaz Ziwdu was able to diplomatically cool

down such a public anger, but he could not carry out land registration.*’

Moreover, some parts of the people of the district of Yelmana Dénsa took part in the peasant
rebellions of 1950 and 1968 in Gojjam. To begin with, in May 1950 the peoples of Mégha and
parts of Dénsa, A¢ilir and Didga Damot rebelled under the leadership of Ddjazmac Abara
Yemam of Mécha district. The main cause of this rebellion was the introduction of the new
taxation system of 1950 and the fear of land measurement. However, the uprising was
controlled between 1950 and 1951 by government forces coming from Dibrd Marqos and
Gondar commanded by Colonel (later Déjjazmac) Ayaléw MingiSa.> Here, the people of
Yelmana Dénsa and other districts were required to assist government troops in July and
October 1950 because Hayli Sellasé’s regime was usually trying to make use of one section of
the people of Gojjam against the other.>’ The government also assigned Ddjjazmac Deris as
the acting governor of Mégha in addition to Yelmana Dénsa since July 22, 1950. After the
uprising, Abérd continued as a leader of bandits from Mécha, Abbolé, Gutta and Dénsa. But,
he was captured on October 1, 1952. One of the lasting consequences of the 1950 peasant
rebellion in Gojjam was that there was no effort of the regime at land measurement or tax

reform in Gojjam until September 19675

Pnformants: Alabil Tayd, Admasé Enyiw, Taddidsd Endaldw, Zilliqa Allalleii and Admasu Gugsa.

S0[nformants: Taddisd Endaldw, Tafiri Ejegu, Alimay Bogald and Haylu Meteku.; Nebeyu, pp. 58- 60.
See also Gebru, pp. 167-168, 177. Ayalew was the son of Ras hitwddddid Mingasa Jimbire.

S1nformants: Taddisi Endaliw, Alimay Bogald, Haylu Meteku and Ayalu Aldné. The people of
Yelmana Dénsa had also participated in the campaign against the rebellion of Bilay Zilliga in February 1943.

52 A Letter from Ministry of Interior to Ddjjazmac Deris Sefiraw, Date Hamlé 14,1942 E.C., D. M. U,
A. R .C.; Folder No. 0016, File No. @0, m. 8. ; Informants: Tadd#sa Endalaw, Tafird Ejegu, Alimay Bogali,
Haylu Meteku and Ayalu Aldna. See also Nebeyu, p. 60. ; Bahru, 4 History of Modern Ethiopia, p.217. For the
appointment of Deris, see Appendix XXIV.
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Similarly, parts of Dénsa, Mégha and Qolldlla areas took part in the 1968 peasant uprising in
Gojjam. The immediate cause of this regional peasant rebellion was the September 1967
Agricultural Income Tax Proclamation of Eth $ 1. 50.>% In this case, one of my informants, a
patriot named Taddasé Endaldaw, narrated that the rebels from northern Dédga Damot and Dénsa
made an oath at a place called Awra Tirara (near Sat Endryas) by the beginning of August
1968, and the rebels from Dénsa elected him as their leader.” They briefly controlled Adét
town since August 17, 1968 which forced the then district governor, Fitawrari Admasu Gugsa,
to retreat in to Bahr Dar. The Tdqlgay Gezat office of Gojjam sent Déjjazmac Deris in to Adét
to scttle the situation. But, the rebels refused to accept the orders and advices of Ddjjazmac

Deriis.

However, with the coming of government troops in to Adét at the beginning of September, the
rebels retreated into the ridge of Yezora —Yedebi and then Daga Damot. Moreover, as it had
been the case in 1950, in December 1968 the central government ordered the people of Mécha,
Agifir and Agaw Meder led by renowned patriots such as Ddjjazmaces Biqgild Limmu and
Ambaw Gibrd Miédhen to attack the rebels in Diga Damot. This peasant army, popularly
known as Wibbo [Mécha Wibbo), encircled the Adama—Amédamit mountain range on the side
of Dénsa. Some patriot rebels like Balambaras Ciré Haylé of Lejj Ambiira lost their lives at
Fingita (in Lejj Ambiéra) while fighting with the Wéibbo.>As a result, Taddisd, Grazmac

Bayu, Grazmac¢ Haylé Aycih and other ring leaders of the rebellion on the side of Dénsa

SBInformants: Tafird Ejegu, Taddési Endaliw, Alimay Bogald and Eskéziya Addam. ; Gebru, pp. 168-
169, 177. ; Schwab, p. 30. See Appendix XXV.

SInformant: Tadddsi Endaldw, Dafifiaw Tadd#si, Eskiziva Addam and Admasé Enyiw.

SSInformants: Taddisi Endalidw, Eskiziya Addam, Dififlaw Taddisi, Tawabi Ay&ih and Chané Enyiiw.
Informants further state that because Ciré Haylé was a renowned hero, his name was being recited by cow boys
until the early years of the 1974 Revolution as: ““I'd PAAAM.... & PAAAM....0ATE apARP hldd @} & av
AN1LAM.”, For the attempts of Ddjjazmac Deriis to bring peace in Yelmana Dénsa see, the letter from Gojjam
Tdglay Gezat Office to the Tdglay Gezat Finance Office, Date 21/4/1961 E.C., D. M. U. A. R .C., Folder number,
0016, File number, #o. m. 8.
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surrendered to government authorities at Adét on January 19, 1968. They were imprisoned at
Adét for some times. The residential houses of some of them, excluding Taddisa's, were also

burnt by the Mécha Wibbo.

In May 1969 the emperor visited Gojjam and pardoned all rebel leaders of the province,
cancelled tax arrears and distributed medals and gave promotions among renowned patriots.*®
Accordingly, Fitawrari Anldy Haylé was promoted to the rank of Ddjjazmac. Damté Sebis
was promoted to the rank of Grazmac, and Asfaw Engeda and Béyind Kenfu to that of
Fitawrari. Further, two other patriots namely Kassé Mandifro and Dista Yemam were

promoted to the rank of Qdrniiazmac. Finally, Lejs Mingisa Kassa and Mingesté Tédsfayd were

entitled the rank of Balambaras.’’

At the local level, the landowners of Adét, too, strongly resisted the claims of the municipality
of the town since its establishment in 1946. The opposition group were composed of rest land
owning bhalabbats and the clergy. The balabbats felt that their very existence was threatened
by the claims of the municipality over their hereditary plots of land. The clergy of Adét also
demanded the restoration of their traditional rights of market dues and the removal of
limitations in their judiciary power, Accordingly, in 1949/50 the balabbats and clergy of Adét
accused the town municipality office at the awrajja court at Dangela that decided in favour of

them.®

**Informants: Zilliqéd Allilledfi, Eskéziya Addam, Lemineh Baliw and Alibil Taya. See also Bahru
Zewde, A History of Modern Ethiopia, pp. 217- 218. ; Schwab, p. 31. ; Eshetu, p. 95.

>TA Letter from Bahr Dar Awrajja Gezat Office to Gojjam Téiglay Gezat Office, Date Tahsas 21, 1963
E.C.,D.M. U. A R .C. ; Folder No, 0083, File No. #o. M 6. ; Informants: Zilligd Allillenfi, Tawabd Aycih
and ASiiber Bayh. See also the Life Histories of Dédjazmac Anliay Haylé and Qdiiiazmaé Dista Yemani.

8 Informants: Menali Tezazu, Addam Kibbidi, Fantahun Enydw, Alidbacdw Wagaw and Eskiziya
Addam. ; Dasta Mogds, “Yd Adét Kitdma Tarik™ (Ambharic, n.d), p. 3.
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Other further attempts of the municipality of Adét to claim over urban lands once again led the
land owners to travel to Dabrda Marqos for appealing the case to the Tédglay Gezat (provincial)
court in September 1953. The governor general of the province, Ras Haylu Béldw, decided in
favour of the petitioners and gave them a letter that ordered the municipality of Adét to improve

its claims over their rest lands.>

However, the continuation and intensity of the local
contradiction at Adét obliged the then awrajja governor, Sambil (later Déjjazmac) A’ emro
Sellasé Abibi (r. 1956-1957), to come to Adét in 1957. Nevertheless, local opposition groups
of Adét like Afdmdameher Asaya, Ndgadras Finta Ali, and Atos Qumlacaw Ayild, Alamerdw
Terunih, Tédrafa Alldllenn, Negat Téabdjd, Walillen Tiéfdra and others rejected the advices and
decisions of the awrajja governor. From the reports of the then municipality head of Adét, Lej
(later, Qcdnnazmac) Kassé Mandifero, we can also understand that the gédbdz (practically, the
atbiya danfia) of Adét and its surrounding localities, the local municipality council and the

district administration often sided with the balabbats and clergy.®

Later on, because Ddjjazmac Anldy also made a new effort at bringing the urban rest lands and
judiciary powers under the municipality of Adét, in October 1963, representatives of the
balabbats and clergy of Adét had to travel to Addis Ababa to present their case to the Ministry
of Interior and the Emperor.®! Furthermore, the attempts of the then municipality head, 4to

Alam Akalu, to parcel out urban lands of the town in the late 1960s and early 1970s faced even

*1bid.; The appeal of the Clergy of Adét to Emperor Hayld Sellasé, Date Méiskdrim 28, 1956 E.C,
D. M. U. A. R .C. ; Folder Number, 00196, File Number 9/79.

80 Informants: Menali Tezazu, Addam Kibbadi, Fintahun Enydw, Aldbaciw Wagaw and Eskéiziya
Addam. For the reports of Kassé Mandifro, see the letter from Adét Municipality Office to Gojjam Tdglay Gezat
Municipality Office, Date, Tegemi 6, 1943 E. C., A. M. A_, Folder Number & 1-50, File Number 4 - 22. See
Appendix XXVI.

81The appeal of the Clergy of Adét to Emperor Hayli Sellasé, Date Méskardm 28, 1956 E.C., D. M. U.

A. R .C.; Folder Number, 00196, File Number 9/79.; Ministry of Interior to Ddjjazmac Sihayu Enqwo Sellasé,
Date Mdgabit 21, 1958 E.C., D. M. U. A. R .C. ; Folder Number, 00196, File Number 9/79.
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stronger local opposition. For instance, on Miyaziya 1, 1962 E.C. (April 9, 1970) Alam Akalu
reported his lamentation to the Tdgelay Gezat office at Ddbra Marqos in the following manner:
(011939 %.9°.9T.08 0E]. . A% tkdon MR, POI@. 9°%T +The
[0ALE W] AP AZITF A9°hC Tdoos PAIVT®. W87
CUs- NAQT 4 AT QhéA DT, PO 9T ATI8BI°
N1l ... a0 oL@, M, GATLLm [Adh Av-3] 9°99°
e 0908 0ok @0 CNRA PAge:62
The English translation of this quotation is:
[When in 1946 the municipality]...was established, it started to parcel out
urban lands to those in need to bring development [in Adét town]. However,
part of the so-called local balabbats forced the municipality to stop its
activities... Hence, [until now] the municipality could not collect the required
amount of revenue to improve its functions.
Instead of allowing the municipality to allocate urban lands to those in need, the balabbats
started to sell plots of their lands to merchants, Muslims and others since about 1960. This
strong local opposition to the claims of the municipality of Adét town over urban lands
remained unsolved until the 1974 Revolution. Obviously, this in turn had anegative effect on
the development of Adét town.®
4.3. Socio-Economic Conditions of Yelmana Dénsa District (1941-1974)
This sub section of the study will also examine the social and economic conditions of the
district under investigation during the period from 1941 to 1974,
4.3. 1. Change and Continuity in Land Tenure
According to Dessalegn Rahmato, Yelmana Dénsa was one of the leading cereal producing

areas of Gojjam province during the post liberation period. Dessalegn maintains that during the

pre-1974 period there was no acute shortage of land in Yelmana Dénsa district, and hence,

52A Letter from Adét Municipality Office to Gojjam Tiglay Gezat Office, Date Miyaziva 1, 1962 E. C.,
A. M. A., Folder Number 14 1-50, File Number N4 - 22.

1bid.; A Letter from Alim Akalu to Ddjjazmaé Sihayu Engwo Sellasé, Endéirasé of Gojjam Téiglay
Gezat, Date Sine 24, 1958 E.C., D. M. U. A. R .C. ; Folder No, 00196, File N0.9/79. ; Informants: Many. Alim
Alkalu listed the names of seventy individual balabbats of Adét who sold plots of land to others.
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tenancy and land less ness were minimal in the district compared to other areas. In fact, the
constant division and re division of holdings particularly since the 17" century had already
given rise to excessive fragmentation rest land holdings in the district.** The district was known
particularly for its production of white teff called saynté, spices, pulses and varieties of grains.®
The prevalent tenure system in Yelmana Dénsa was rest (communal) tenure. Rest lands were
owned by parishioner community members and managed by family elders. As explained in
chapter two of the thesis, rest lands were the heritable property of community members who
could count descent to their respective ageil abbats (founding fathers).%® However, practically,
it was possible for the powerful to amass as large land as possible by fabricating false
genealogies. For instance, Déjjazmac Derds took much of Erebereb including its marshy areas
by claiming descent from a Muslim founding father of the locality named Ali. Similarly,
Diijjazmac Anlily owned large plots of land and grazing fields at Mossidbo and Gafat by
claiming descent from Ddjjazmac Mikaél, grandfather of Emperor Bikaffa. At times, the poor
who were likely to lose their rest to the powerful through litigation expressed their distress like:
«pey (Looh9°3: ACNET £AY°F /as the poor lost hope, he begs to get his own hereditary

land/.%

The second form of land tenure in Yelmana Dénsa during the post liberation period was church
tenure known in the literature as sémon, rim or gefiif, as explained in chapter two of the thesis.

Scimon lands were owned and worked by the clergy, servitors and parishioners.® In this case,

$Desalegn, pp. 20, 41, 47, 55. As an example see Appendix V.

55Diista Mogis, “Yi Adét Katima Tarik” (Amharic, n. d.), p. 4. ; Informants: Liggiisi Qalu, Fantahun
Enyiw, Alimay Bogald, Eskiziya Addam and Addam Kabbida.

®Desalegn, pp. 14, 47. ; Informants: Almost all of my informants.

7 Informant: Addam Kibbida and Eskiiziya Addam. His close relative named Fiiind Enydw narrates
that Qolliilla was also the gult of Ddjjazmaé Anlay.

88 nfarmants: almost all. ; Desalegn, pp. 19-20. ; Nebeyu, pp. 99- 100.
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among others, sources state that Dibrd Mawi Maryam and Adét Midhané Aldm had 22 and 18

gefiifs, respectively, until the 1974 Revolution.””

As mentioned above, rest landowners had tax or tribute obligations to pay to the state or the
church. Secular local rest land administrators were called gultd géz (gult governors). They also
had their own rest lands which they rented to the land less.”” Together with the ¢hega Sum
(village chiefs) and atbiya daiiiia (local judge), the gultd gaz had the responsibility for the
maintenance of peace and security and administration of justice at the local level. The gulti
gdz and ¢heqa Sum also enforced the collection of taxes and handed it over to the district
treasury.’! In this casc, the June 9, 1944 regulation for gulf administration in Gojjam province
allowed gult holders to retain a third of the land tax collected from his gult. However, it required
the gult holder to receive his share of the tax from the district treasury, and not directly from
the peasants. Similarly, Article 7 of the 1947 proclamation for the setting up of atbiva dainia
decreed that an atbiya daiiiia had to also be a restd gult holder, which seemed to have forced

the gulté gii to change post.”

Likewise, gult land holding monasteries of Yelmana Dénsa district administered the areas
under their jurisdiction in the same manner as the secular gulld giz, as already explained.
Particularly, the monasteries of Adét Midhané Alim and Dibréd Miwi Maryam acted as

melketel (sub district) governors with considerable autonomy from the secular state control.”

89[nformants: Bayih Filliqd, Lebsiworq Ayilid, Tadddsid Endaldw and Zilldqa Allillent. See also Biilay,
Etége Taytu Bi Débrd Mdwi, p. 66. However, the tenure known as Hudad discussed in chapter two was abandoned
during the post liberation period.

"™Nebeyu, pp. 85, 93, 95. ; Hoben, Land Tenure among the Ambhara, pp. 75- 77. ; Informants: Eskiiziya
Addam, Tawabi Ayéih, Haylu Meteku and Ayalu Alind.

"INebeyu, pp. 93- 94. ; Hoben, Land Tenure among the Amhara, p. 34. ; Levine, pp. 57-58.
Nebeyu, pp. 93- 95. ; Ayele, p. 30. See Appendix XXIIL

BGibayihu Wigayihu, p. 17. ; Bélay, Etége Tayiu Bd Dabra Mawi, p. 66; Informants: Lebsdworg
Avyild, Mamaru Bitiwa, Tafdra Ejegu, Figdnd Aynalim and Biyazné Ejegu.
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The state could interfere in the affairs of monastic gult administration only when invited and
to collect the tithe. Hence, the peasants living on church lands had better freedom than those
on state lands since earlier periods.”

4.3. 2. Revival and Expansion of Trade and Markets in Yelmana Dénsa District:

1941-1974

According to my informants, the first to start their business activities at Adét in the immediate
post liberation period were mdsdta ladies. The prominent mésdta ladies in the 1940s and 1950s
were Etitu Wildé, Teruwirq Géssissi, Ténayéd Berru, Yesamu Berru, Alimnas Jimbiré and
Azinig Gississi. They sold tilla (local bear) and ardgi (alcohol) at their own or rented houses
mostly located south of Haylu Gibiya. Wéyzdiros Yaldimwirq Sebhatu and Laqic Sebhatu also
sold #djj (mead) at Adét. Furthermore, Ténayi Berru pioneered the distillation and selling of
anselal ardgi thanks to her knowledge about an Italian drink of “similar test” to hers while she
was a banda. Besides, several of these and other mdisdta ladies, particularly those who had

joined the Ttalian camp, became prostitutes at Adét during the post liberation period.”

Moreover, in the early 1940s the old short and long distance trade revived in Yelmana Dénsa
district. Apart from the general restoration of peace in the country, there were some other
reasons for this revival of trade. To begin with, the British administration in Eritrea highly
demanded Ethiopian agricultural products. As a result, active trading activity emerged in the
Bahr Dar- Gondar- Asmara region.”® Merchants of Adét town and some rural arcas of the

district responded to this growing trade by supplying the markets of Bahr Dar and Gondar with

"nformants: Addam Kabbida, Tafird Ejegu, Fitind Aynilam and Biyazné Ejegu.

Blnformants: Ciiré Agin, Mulu Wirgnih, Admasu Gugsa, Zilldqa Alldllefin, AsSagre Cikkol, Adufifia
Ay¢ih, Gibiyihu Qifiid and Alabacaw Wagaw. ; Geremew, pp. 41- 42.

Seltene, “A History of Bahr Dar Town”, pp. 93- 94. ; Geremew, p. 41.
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the agricultural products of Yelmana Dénsa such as cereals, spices, pulses, skins, hides, cattle,
sheep, goats and the like. Secondly, there was a high demand among Bahr Dar and Gondar
merchants for oil seeds following the establishment of an oil-pressing factory in Gondar in the
late 1940s. Taking advantage of this, merchants from Yelmana Dénsa supplied the above
markets with linseed and nigger seed, and brought to Adét‘-salt, coffee (from Zigé), and house
hold utensils and sold them to the market attendants and retailers at Adét, Gonj, Firds Wigga,
Yezora, Agetta and other markets of Yelmana Dénsa. The merchants of Bahr Dar themselves
also came to Adét to buy the necessary trade items. Besides, the post liberation period saw the
growth of the number of Christian merchant of Yelmana D¢nsa district.”” The merchants of
Adét and other localities of Yelmana Dénsa also travelled as far as Mitimma and Asmara to
exchange leather and leather products and agricultural items with cloths like abujddid; zdha
(yarn), perfume and house hold utensils, which were highly demanded at Haylu Gibéya at
Adét. Among others, Liggisi Qalu and Miingésa Takla Haymanot were the biggest skin and
hide traders between Adét and Asmara in the 1940s and 1950s. In addition, merchants from
Adét who travelled to the markets of Buré, Ddmbicha and beyond brought to Adét items such
as coffee, gold, civet and the like.”® Obviously, the post liberation period was also marked by

the expansion of trade in firearms more than ever before.”

On the other hand, merchants from distant places like Esté and other parts of Bagémder, Dibra
Marqos, Dibrd Wirq, Mota, Bec¢ina and others visited Haylu Giibiiya of Adét. Those merchants
from Biigémder brought items like ziha (yarn), abujadid and house hold utensils. Merchants

of Dibrd Marqos, Débrawirq and Dijén areas also brought to Adet items such as coffee,

"Ibid. ; Informants: Nuré Muhamad, Liggisi Qalu, Adunfia Ay&ih, Acinif Zilligd and Admasu Gugsa.
Bnformants: Nuré Muhamad, Liggdsd Qalu, Aduiifia Ay¢ah, Acanaf Zilligd and Admasu Gugsa.

nformants: Dafifiaw Taddisi, A¢iinif Zilldqa and Alidbaciw Wagaw.
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jewelry, copper, and few of them yarn and house hold utensils. All these merchants exchanged
their trade items at Adét with the agricultural and craft products of Yelmana Dénsa, Qollalla
and parts of Mégha and Diiga Damot. The most important of the trade items supplied by the
people of Yelmana Dénsa were honey, butter, hides, skins, and leather products like mégcharina

(thong), fdfer (leather rope ), agomada (leather bag) and Zdndi (leather sheet).®

Long distance merchants stayed at Adét usually for not less than two months until they
completed the buying and selling of the necessary trade items. The middle of October was
usually the ideal time for their arrival at Adét with immense quantities of mule and donkey
loaded trade items so as to attend the annual three days market of Teqemt Sellasé held at Faras
Misk in Zire a Bruk locality, as mentioned above. By the middle of December they were to
start to move to their respective home districts as far north as Asmara and as far south as Siwa
and Willidga arcas. The stay of long distance merchants at Adét for months seemed to have
brought high economic benefits to the mdsdta women, merchants, balabbats and craft workers

of Adét town and Yelmana Dénsa district.®!

Furthermore, during the dry season, usually in January, long distance merchants of Adét and
other parts of Yelmana Dénsa moved to other market places of distant areas. Those merchants
who travelled to Addis Ababa exchanged agricultural and craft products with other items such
as cloths; for instance, kaki or amarica; zéha (yarn), coftee, perfume, gerenfud (clove), incense,
tin sheets, nails, sugar, hadid (metal plate) and house hold utensils which were highly
demanded at the market of Adét. Besides, those merchants who travelled to Gondar, Asmara

and Mitimma brought items such as cloths like abujadid, fino mabrug, afésolé; white silk,
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zéiiha, packed petroleum (22 liters), perfume and house hold utensils, as mentioned above.®
Notable among the post liberation period long distance merchants of Ad¢t were Ndagadrases
Zarihun Ali and Finta Negussé, Atos Ligidssd Qalu, Méngasa Tikld Haymanot and other
smaller merchants of Adét and rural localities of Yelmana Dénsa, who accompanied these big
merchants.®® This growing trade between Yelmana Dénsa and other areas mentioned above
continued throughout the 1950s and 1960s mainly as a result of the development of

transportation networks.**

In Adét town, there was a parallel development of commercial and business activities during
the post liberation period. The main reason for this was the coming to Adét and settlement of
merchants from other areas. For instance, Yemeni Arabs came from Gondar and settled at Adét.
They were namely Zayd Abdalla, Ali ibn Ali, Gayd and Ali Mushered, who settled at Adét as
business persons in 1948, 1955, 1966 and 1970, respectively. They married local women. For
instance, Zayd was married to Asya Adgo of Mindiri Eyisus to the west of Adét.™ In addition,
other merchants like Ligissi Qalu and Aligaz Tawildé (both from Tegray) came and settled
at Adét in 1946 and the early 1950s, respectively. The Yemeni Arabs engaged in either kiosk
or tea room businesses, while local (Ethiopian) business persons focused on tea room and
selling of fdjj (mead). Both groups of merchants rented thatched roofed houses of balabbats to
run their businesses or bought plots of land from balabbats to construct their own kiosks.%¢

This also encouraged active merchants from Adét like Sheikh Sultan Muhammad, Gibiyihu

82]bid,

SSM_

8nformants: Gibrd Misqil Tebdbu and Bayiih Filligd. Sce also, Seltene, “A History of Bahr Dar
Town”, p. 95.

Snformants: Laggisd Qalu, Bayih Filligd, Admasu Gugsa, Fitind Aynaldm, Agdnif Zilliqd and Nuré
Muhammad. ; Geremew, p. 43.

81bid. Eventually, Liggisi abandoned long distance trade and became a tea room business man at Adét.
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Qinna (both from Minddri Eyisus), Yasin Alimu, Gasu Qdchenu and others to engage in
kiosk business.®” Furthermore, chiefly women Muslims continued their pre Italian occupation
period open market retailing of goods like spices, mirrors, razor plates, needles, candies and
other items to the urban as well as rural peoples of Yelmana Dénsa.*® Since about the mid-
1950s local business men of Adét also opened food houses, bars and bed rooms.*” The main
suppliers of all the above business runners of Adét town were long distance merchants.”” Then,
because of the development of commerce and trade at Adét during the post liberation period,
the municipality office of Adét introduced a new weekly market day held on Wednesdays in

the late 1950s in addition to Saturday.”

The other business activities introduced in to Adét during the post liberation period were oil
pressing, flourmills and tailoring which gave considerable services to the people of Adét and
Yelmana Dénsa. To begin with, Aéinaf Zillidqa introduced a horse driven oil-pressing device
in 1952 and began to supply better quality edible oil at a price of Eth. $3.00 berr per liter.”* Tn
addition, a water-powered flourmill was introduced in to Adét and planted at the Sena River
by Ddjjazmac Deris Sefirdw in 1954, Besides, Balambaras Asigé planted another water-
powered flourmill at the bank of the same river around Go8sdyi by the late 1950s.”* However,

from the carly 1960s onwards these archaic water powered mills were replaced by fuel powered

nformants: Ciré Agiin and Aduiifia Ay¢dh.

®8[nformants: Gibiyihu Qafifid, Alibaddw Wagaw, Sentayihu Ayaléw, Liggisi Qalu, Admasu Gugsa
and Fatand Aynaldm.

nformants: Gibiyihu Qifina, Aliba¢daw Wagaw and Fintahun Enyaw.

R formants: A&inif Zilliqd, Alibadiw Wagaw, Gibdyihu Qi and Eskiziya Addam.

B1bid. For Déjjazmac Deris’s flour mill see, a Letter from Ddjjazmac Derds Sefiraw to Agiiw Dangela

Awrajja Gezat Office, Date 5/2/1947 E.C., D. M. U. A. R .C, Folder No, 0016, File No. @». M. 8. Balambaras
Asidgé came from Diibrd Marqos and permanently settled at Adét.
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twenty four horse power flour mills. The first of them was planted at Adét in 1961 jointly by
local merchants namely atos Alibaciw Wagaw and Amonna Ayila. This was followed in 1962
by the flour mill of Ato Esléman Esitu. Since then, more numbers of fuel powered mills were
also planted at Adét town and some rural places of the district like Abey Seyon, Diibri Silam,
Ercbereb, Gonj, Kebib, Agetta and so on.* Likewise, my informants state that tailoring
expanded in Adét town and the surrounding rural localities of Ercbereb, Gafat, Fatman, Adét
Hanna and others during the post liberation period. Since the late 1950s tailoring was being

practiced with in shops of bolt of cloth at Adét town.*

The growth of commerce, trade and the construction of government offices as well as more
numbers of modern private houses (since the late 1950s) obviously contributed to the economic
benefits of the peoples of Adét and Yelmana Dénsa. This in turn had its own significant
contribution for the growth and development of Adét town during the post liberation period.
Rural market centers of Yelmana Dénsa such as Agetta, Yezora, Gonj, Firds Wigga (until
1947) and Enéigadé¢ also gradually became important economic and settlement centers. Besides,
those market centers founded during the Italian occupation period by patriot leaders of
Yelmana Dénsa resumed as small market centers held on one or another day of the week during

the post liberation period.”®

Nevertheless, the negative attitude of the farming community members of Yelmana Dénsa
district towards merchants and handicraft workers and their hereditary traditional jobs

explained in chapter two of the study resumed during the post liberation period. Obviously,

94@-
BInformants: Ciré Agifii and Liggisi Qalu.

**Informants: Addam Kibbidi, Eskiziya Addam and Gibiyihu Qififid. From the market places
established during the occupation period, Qwoqir and Astériyo were gradually abandoned during the post
liberation period.
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this had its own lasting impact on the local socio-economic and cultural development.”’
4.3.3. Social Services

Socially, the people of Adét town and Yelmana Dénsa district were composed of both Christian
and Muslim parishioner villagers with a clear majority of the former.”SA temporary thatched
church was built at Adét in 1942, Obviously, parishioners also reconstructed other thatch
roofed rural churches of Yelmana Dénsa that had been partially or fully demolished by Italian
acrial attacks. In 1946 the monastery Middhané Alim?’and the mosque at Qildmo were built in
Adet with corrugated tin roofs.'” The monastery of Dibri Méwi was also repaired and covered
with tin sheets in 1964/65 with the financial support of the central government.'®' On the other
hand, during the late 1960s the number of Muslims who migrated in to Adét, and of course in
to Bahr Dar, increased.'” As a result of the increment of the Muslim population at Adét,

another mosque was built in 1967 at the present day site of Baburd Haman mosque.'®

Further, there were public self-help associations called Edders at Adét both for the Christians
as well Muslims of the town. Tn addition, the people of Adét established a local traditional
financial saving association called Equb especially during the late 1960s and early 1970s. My
Informants state that feasts prepared for the clergy collectively known as méhara and the

traditional monthly religious associations like mahebdr and sdnbité, explained in chapter two

Informants: Eskiziya Addam, Addufia Aycih and Liggisi Qalu. See also Levine, p. 149,
*Zelalem, p. 40. ; Desalegn, p. 14.

PInformants: Addam Kibbadi, Bayih Filldqd, Biyazné Ejegu, AsSagré Cikkol and Yarom Alimu.
107elalem, p. 40.

"Bilay, Etégé Taytu Bi Dibri Miwi, p. 66. ; Informant: Lebsiworq Ayiili.

1927n formants: Gabiyihu Qdnnd and Yarom Alimu. ; Seltene, “A History of Bahr Dar Town”, p. 49.

"Bnformants: Gabiyihu Qifiid and Nuré Muhammad.
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of the thesis, also continued during the post liberation period.'™

However, in terms of basic infrastructure, the district of Yelmana Dénsa was one of the most
severely deprived in Gojjam province during the post liberation period.'” Only few social
services gradually appeared in the district. To begin with, the period witnessed the beginning
of modern education in Yelmana Dénsa. Already in 1942 Aldga Sirak Zigiyi began to teach
Ambharic, Ge'ez and moral education in Adét in the former Italian military barrack around
present day district administration office. But, Sirak faced opposition particularly from the
monks of the monastery of Adét Midhané Alim. The monks agitated the local people not to
send their children to attend modern education “which they called “PANAY® -1-9°0CT>/
literally, education of the Muslims/.'"® However, the local people unanimously called it
“PhNDA TIUCT/ Ttalian for school/. This was because the Ttalians had started to teach a
type of modern education called Scuola at Adét to the children of the banda to teach them
basic mathematics and Italian language up to grade four which had to be completed in two

years term. %7

Moreover, since 1946 the governor general of Gojjam, Ddjjazmac Kébbidi Tasimma (r. 1945-
1950), urged sub provincial and district governors to encourage the expansion of modern
education by opening schools in the areas under their jurisdiction.'" As a result, Aliga Sirak
(as a school principal and teacher) and Mdrigéta Ewnitu Alimayihu were appointed by the

Ministry of Education in 1946 to teach formal education at Adét in a thatched wooden

Tnformants: Addam Kibbids, Eskiiziya Addam and Ciiré Agif. For a general understanding, see also
Hoben, Land Tenure Among the Amhara, p. 80.

%Desalegn, p. 14.
170 formants: Tiwabi Aycih, Adufina Ay¢ih and Alimay Bogali. ; Geremew, p. 44. ; Nebeyu, p. 122.
Y nformants: Teru Wiirqé, Addam Kibbédi, Fitind Aynalim and Bayiih Falldqa.

1%Nebeyu, p. 122.
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clementary school up to grade four.'” Later on, the government appointed other teachers like
Niaqatebib Kassa and Gibéyihu Bitrii Sedq. Their monthly salary was Eth. $30.00 berr. The
number of students at the Adét elementary school in 1946 was only twelve. Some among the

first batch who completed their elementary education at Adét were Alimu Biqild, Dirdsdnn

Picture 8: A4/dgd Sirak Zigiyi
(Source: General Council of Bahr Dar Town, Wubitu Bahr Dar. Bahr Dar, Mdskdrim 1975 E.C.)

Ayaléw, Zilliqd Yelma and Gétacaw Dista.''” In 1948 another elementary school (grades 1-
4) was opened at Gonj town in Qollélla, whose first principal was Azo Gossa Wirqenih. The
main subjects taught at these schools were Amharic, English and basic mathematics.'"!
However, there was the difficulty of continuing further education by travelling to Dédbra
Marqos. For instance, in 1952 the first batch of grade ei ght students of Bahr Dar awrajja were
transported by air plane by the government to Dibri Marqos for grade eighth national
examination. Two of them — Dirésifi Ayaléw and Zilliqd Yelma - were from Yelmana Dénsa.

In the next year, only Dérésai Ayalew was sent to Addis Ababa to continue further education

'®Yenagir Tariku and others, “Y# Bahr Dar Awraja Temhret Béto¢ Y4 Temhret Egzibesen Misehét”
(Magazine, Bahr Dar, Sané 27, 1979 E. C.), p. 12. ; Informants: Addufia Ay¢ih and Tazébiw Tirifa.

Informants: Adduiia Ayéih, Gibéyihu Qdfifid and Alibaciw Wagaw. Gilbiyihu Biitri Sedeq was the
son of the first (foreign educated ) head of the Provincial Education Office, Ato Bitrd Sedeq Kassa, see Nebeyou,
p. 121,

MY enagir Tariku and others, p. 13.; Mizimer and Débbasu, p. 1. ; Wildlaw Gétahun, “Y4 Zimianawi

Temheret Ajimamir Ena Yi Adét Andifiia Dirdja Temhert Bét Tarik,” (Adét, Tegmet 1990 E. C.), pp. 1-3. ;
Informants: Fitahi Mikonnin and Menali Tezazu,
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at General Wingate School.'"?

In 1952/ 53 a new clementary school was constructed at Adét at the site of present day Adét
First and Second Cycle Elementary School with the money and materials contributed by the
people of Adét town and Yelmana Dénsa district. The amount of this public financial
contribution in the rural areas of the district was Eth. $20.00 berr per farmer. However, the
urban dwellers of Adét town were required to contribute even more than that amount based on
their economic capacity. The coordinator of the Adét elementary school building committee
was the then principal of the school namely Ato Mikonnin Tamisgin. The school yard was
donated by a local balabbat namely Ato Biliti Amira. The name of the school was Adét
Elementary School. In 1955 additional subjects such as agriculture, sport and gymnastic,
ethical education and music were introduced in the school at Adét. In 1966 the elementary
schools at Adét and Gonj were elevated from grades 1-4 to grades 1- 6.""% Hence, in 1968 grade
six national examination was begun to be given at Adét for the students from both Adét and
Gonj towns of Yelmana Dénsa district.''*In the late 1960s the number of students in each grade
increased in the schools of the district under study.'" In short, the need for modern education
increased in Yelmana Dénsa during the 1960s more than ever before. The local people also
started to dignify students of modern education by a public song that reads:
AND A, 19945

?i_d‘ﬂl. Ae7, ﬂ"‘"l.511 16

Wiililaw, pp. 1-3. ; Geremew, p. 45.; Yenagir Tariku and others, p. 14.

Bwildlaw, p. 5. ; Informants: Aduiifia Ay¢ith, Gabidyihu Qiffid and Fitahi Mikonnin. See also Seltene,
“A History of Bahr Bar Town”, p. 17

¥ Informants: Adufia Ay&ih and Gabiyihu Qénfid. ; Abibd Qalkidan and others, Déiwol Magazine, a
Special Tssue (Yelmana Dénsa Information Office, Adét, Siné 1996 E. C),p.7.

*BInformants: Adufia Ay¢ih and Gibiyihu Qafii; Wililaw, p- 5. ; Geremew, p. 45.

HeInformants: Eskaziya Addam and Ayalu Alini. ; Adét Full Cycle Elemetary School, “Amitawi Report
of the School Director, Ato Abibi Estiziyw” (Adét, Siné 20, 2006 E.C.).
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The English translation of the couplet is:

The student of Scu’ola [modern school], smells like lemon.
As aresponse to this public demand, in 1970 the government in collaboration with the people
of Yelmana Dénsa constructed twelve roomed modern buildings at Adét for elementary school
on the same site described above. The construction was carried out by ESBU (Swedish
Elementary School Building Unit).'"” In 1972 a new elementary school was also founded at
Agetta. Furthermore, ESBU constructed concrete buildings at Gonj and Agetta for elementary
schools in 1972, 1973, respectively.''® Further education had also already been made possible
at Bahr Dar since 1949. However, in the absence of adequate transportation, still there was the
problem of sending students for further education. Because of this reason, as a result of the
relentless efforts of the Adét elementary school principal, 470 Dista Mo gds, in 1974 the Adét

Elementary School was promoted to Elementary and Junior level (grades 1- 8).!"?

By contrast, even after the government had introduced a Health Tax, health services were
unthinkable in Yelmana Dénsa district until the 1960s. Only vaccination workers from Bahr
Dar like a certain Gibrd Egziabhér occasionally came to Adét.'2° Some former bandas like
Liggisd Qalu in Adét and Mikonnen Kassa of Seyon in rural areas of the district tried to give
medical treatments by traveling in rural villages of the district. However, they did not have
proper medical knowledge and access to modern medicines. Here, some of my informants also
relate that in May—June and September—December 1957 there was an epidemic in the district

that was nick named Sigeaw Mikonené. The epidemic killed up to 5-10 persons per day in

WWildlaw, p. 5. ; Abibi and others, p. 7. ; Informants: Adufia Ay¢ih, Chané Enyiw and Ayalu
Aldnd. The district governor of Yelmana Dénsa by this time was Fitawri Kilkay. See appendix XXVII.

Y8 nformant: Fatahi Makofdiin.

1A dét Full Cycle Elemetary School, “Amiitawi Report”. ; Abiibi, and others, p. 20.; Wiildlaw, p.5. For
Bahr Dar Junior and High Schools see, Seltene, “A History of Bahr Bar Town™, p. 170. ; Nebeyu, p. 122.

120Ncbeyu, p- 128. ; Informants: Gibiyihu Qéni and Fifind Aynalinm.
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each locality of Yelmana Dénsa.'?!

[t was only by the end of August 1962 a clinic was opened at Adét town in a rented room in
the district administrative building. The first head of the clinic at Adét who was sent by the
provincial government was an Eritrean named Gibri Hawaryat Tukavo and the first physician
was Daiiidw Tésfayd, a man from Gondar.'** However, after a year of service, the clinic was
obliged to rent a private room because Ddijjazmac Anldy Haylé forced the health workers to
leave the building, locked the room for about two years and embezzled the one year rent income
of Eth. $360.00 berr. Indeed, Anliy was accused of being a corrupt and disciplinary measures
were taken on him by the Bahr Dar awrajja and the provincial administrative courts on J anuary

26, 1966 and October 11, 1969, respectively. %

Only in 1965 a wooden house was built for a government clinic at the present day site of Adét
telecommunication station with the money contributed by the people of Adét town and
Yelmana Dénsa district. In addition, in 1972, Ta%omi Addis opened a private pharmacy at
Adét, and in the next year, a government pharmacy was opened within the clinic. Anyway,
though they were insignificant, these health services seemed to have helped improve the health
condition of the people of Yelmana Dénsa during the 1960s and early 1970s. TdSoméi was also

giving postal services from 1969 to 1974 with a monthly salary of Eth. $30.00 berr.!**

In the field of transportation, there were no roads to link the district of Yelmana Dénsa with
Bahr Dar and Mota towns and its neighbouring districts during the post liberation period. In

fact, as mentioned above, the Italians had connected Adét with Mota and Bahr Dar by a motor

Hnformants: Eskiziya Addam, Tiwabi Ay&ih, Tazibiw Tirifi and Ayalu Aliini.
22nformants: Bayih Filliqa, Gébayihu Qifind and Liggisi Qalu. See also Geremew, p. 45.
12Nebeyu, pp. 70-71.

2 nformants: Tasomid Addis, Liggisd Qalu and Alibaciw Wagaw. ; Geremew, p. 45.
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road. Nevertheless, it was not functional during the post liberation period because it was not
repaired. Moreover, there were no brid ges across the rivers and streams that crossed the same
road. Therefore, it was only during the dry season some Land Rover cars from Bahr Dar; for
instance, Kassa Equba Gaber's, were transporting goods and people between Bahr Dar and
Dibra Mawi without reaching Adét until about 1950. In the early 1950s Aros Alibadiw Wagaw
and Amonfid Ayild together bought a Land Rover car for the same purpose. In some cases
provincial state officials also used this road to visit Adét in convoys of Land Rover cars. In
1962 the Bahr Dar awrajja governor, Salliga Yayihyerad Mir'ed (r. 1957-1963), repaired the

Adét- Bahr Dar road and more number of cars began to give transportation services.!'*®

During the late 1960s, Aldqa Sirak Zigiyi organized the Yelmana Dénsa District Development
Association as a branch of the Bahr Dar awrajja Development Association.'2¢ The branch
association collected money from the peoples of Adét town and Yelmana Dénsa district for the
purpose of local development. The amount of contribution collected by each athiya daina of
the district and handed over to the association was Eth. $7.00 berr per farmer owning an ox,
and Eth. $15.00 berr for owners of a pair oxen for the rural people. But, for the town people of
Adét the amount of contribution was based on their economic capacity. In 1970 the
development association repaired the Adét — Bahr Dar road, popularly known as the Wago Biir
road. The branch development association also constructed small bridges across the Seggiiz,
Tul and Andassa Rivers between Adét and Bahr Dar towns. As a result, in addition to Land
Rovers, Lorries and the Russian made public transportation cars, popularly known as Mdskov,

began to transport people and goods between Adét and Bahr Dar since December 1971.'%7

BInformants: TaSomi Addis, Laggisi Qalu, Alabaciaw Wagaw and Sentayihu. ; Geremew, pp. 45- 46.

'%Seltene, “A History of Bahr Dar Town”, p. 181. ; The Life History of Qdriiazmac Diista Yemam, p.
no page. ; Informant: Liaggisi Qalu. ; Geremew, p. 46. See also Appendix XX VII.

P nformants: Liggisi Qalu, Ayalu Aliind, Addufia Ay¢ih, Fitahi Mikonnin and Tisomi Addis.
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Conclusion

There were some changes in the historical developments of Yelmana Dénsa in the twentieth
century as there were much continuities from carlier periods. Among others, the early decadcs
of the 20" century saw the beginning of the end of hereditary rule in the district of Yelmana
Désa, as it was the case in other parts of Gojjam. Here, Ras Haylu Téikld Haymanot started to
appoint his own favourites over the district of Yelmana Dénsa. He also forcibly became the
Gibiz of Adét locality and delegated it to his local loyal servants. Ras Haylu also became one
of the wealthiest persons in Ethiopia by drawing revenues from all over Gojjam using various

means.

However, the period of Ras Haylu also had some positive sides which need some
reinterpretation. To begin with, although he was an autocrat, Gojjam in general and Yelmana
Dénsa in particular were effectively administered. The society was also reorganized based on
occupation type and wealth. Further, Ras Haylu tried to eliminate some crimes like murder and
banditry in his domain by sclectively and severely punishing criminals. Economically, he
expanded cash economy, trade and commerce in Gojjam in general and Yelmana Dénsa in
particular. This, in turn, led to the development of market and urban centers, like Adét town,

in Gojjam.

The reforming Sawan aristocrat, who replaced Ras Haylu, namely Ras Emeru Hayli Sellasé,
also tried to introduce many new and modern innovations in to Gojjam since end of 1932.
However, it is possible to conclude that there was no substantial change in the traditional
system of administration of Gojjam in general because Ras Emeru's modern innovations were
not yet expanded beyond the provincial capital, Débrd Marqos, given the short period of his

rule.
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The Italian occupation period was a water shade in the history of Ethiopia in general and the
district of Yelmana Dénsa in particular. Yelmana Dénsa was one of the most renowned centers
of patriotic resistance in Gojjam against the Ttalians. Despite the strong resistance there, the
[talians successively made Yelmana Dénsa a center of Vice Resident (1936-37), Resident
(1937-38) and Commissionership (1939-41). Like other parts of the country, the Italians upset
the existing socio-cconomic, political and cultural developments of Yelmana Dénsa. They had
cleared the thatched quarters of Adét town, but left behind no important infrastructure in the
town. Perhaps, the most important legacies of the occupation period in the district were the

spread of houses made of stone and wood covered with tin sheets, and that of prostitution.

The departure from the past in Yelmana Dénsa which began during the period of Ras Haylu
during the early 20 century further enhanced particularly during the post liberation period.
Adét town now officially and practically became a secular administrative center of the district
of Yelmana Dénsa and several government offices made their first appearance in it. Most of
the administrative posts in the district were now occupied based on patriotic contributions
rather than descent. The period also saw a change in the geographical extension of Yelmana
Dénsa. Because of the administrative rearrangement made by the then governor of Gojjam
province, since 1947 the district lost its north western parts extending from the area north of
Dibrd Mawi-Yebaba line to the Zégé peninsula, but it got a new territory called Gonj-Qollilla

in the east.

Trade and commerce also further expanded in Yelmana Dénsa during the post liberation period.
These economic sectors were not now left to the Muslims of the district alone. Christian
merchants steadily increased in number particularly in Adét town not only due to the rise of
successful local merchants, but also the coming and permanent settlement of merchants from
other parts of Gojjam and the country. Some modern services like modern schools, a clinic,

pharmacy and motor car transport were gradually introduced in to Yelmana Dénsa.
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However, the majority of the people of Yelmana Dénsa were still engaged in agriculture using
traditional methods of farming. The land tenure system of the pre-Italian occupation period
also generally continued during the post liberation period although the government increasingly
tried to reduce the tax powers of the secular as well as religious gultdinnas. On the other hand,
as discussed above, the government's increasing demands for revenue during the period
entailed both local and regional tax related peasant oppositions against the restored regime. On
the contrary, because land less ness was minimal in it during the period, the land reforms of

the Dirg regime were delayed until 1980.

Socially, the elements of change which appeared in the district under investigation since the
carly 20th century, did not alleviate the deep-rooted social problems. Like other parts of
Gojjam, local communities of Yelmana Dénsa invariably looked down upon artisans and other
occupation groups. As a result, the latter could not develop their technology or business. Nor
could they form a distinctive class of their own. It was only since the 1974 revolution that some
improvements have been made concerning occupational groups of the district of Yelmana

Dénsa.
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List of Informants

Age
(by Interview
Name and title of the
No | Informant time Remarks
of the Date Place
intervi
ew)
1 Acdnat Zilliga Adét 02 | He was very knowledgeable
(4to) 69 | 29.8.1999 | Kabile especially about the post liberation
period.
21.9.1999 A native of Adét. He knew a great
2 Addam Kébbada 85 | & Erbereb | deal about Yelmana Dénsa since the
(Ato) 26.3.2000 | (Adét) time of Ras Haylu. He narrated
events fairly well, but not dates.
3 Admasé Enyiw 15.5.2007 | Adét 02 | He is a native of Keflo Bahr/Adét.
(Sambil) 34 He was a Ndgh Libas and knows a
great deal about it and the
occupation period.
He was the sub district and district
4 80 30.3.2000 | Bahr Dar | governor in Yelmana Dénsa. He
Admasu Gugsa had immense knowledge on the
(Fitawrari) political and administrative
conditions of the district especially
after 1941.
He served as a teacher and director.
5 Addufia Aycih 58 29.8.1999 | Adét 02 | Asa native to Adét locality he
(Ato) knows much about the district.
A'emro Sefiraw He learnt a lot in Church schools.
6 (Ato) 58 3.9.1999 Adét | He has a fair knowledge on the
01 history of the district.
He knew much about the socio
7 Aldbacdw Wagaw 80 |29.8.1999 | Adét02 | economic and political
(Ato) developments of the district.
Adét 02, | He knows much about Fitawrari
8 Alabidl Taya 76 8.12.201 district Amira Tisimma, the Occupation
(Ato) patriots period and the patriots of Dénsa.
office
He was highly educated in church
9 Aldmay Bogald 27.8.1999 | Adet schools. He comprehensively
(Ddbtdra) 65 narrates the socio cconomic
conditions of the district across the
periods.
A native of Adét and a good
10 | Adber Bayh 78 18.1.2015 | Adet 01 informant about particularly the
(Ato) post liberation period history of the
district.
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Church
11 | Asgagré Ciikol 68 14.8.1999 | of Adét He served the gddam for many
(Afa Mamher) Madhan¢ | years. Highly knowledgeabie.
Aldm
He was a teacher for a long time.
12 | Ayalu Alédna 60 16.4.2015 Adét 02 | He knows much about the post
(Ato) liberation period.
Highly educated in church schools.
13 | Bayih Filldqi 60 18.8.1999 | Adét 02 | He served the gddam of Adét
(Magabi) & Midhané Alim before he became a
20.6.2015 merchant. He is highly
knowledgeable.
14 | Biyazné Ejegu 70 31.8.19 Adét 01 He was a Ndch Libas. He has deep
(Aro) 99 &19. knowledge about the history of the
6.2015 district.
He came to Adét as a follower of
15 | Chané Enyiw 60 13.5.2015 | Adét02 | Fitawrari Kikay and permanently
(Ato) settled there. He gives ample
evidence about Kilkay's
administration.
Adét 02 | He knew much about the socio
16 | Ciré Agani 70 24.8.1999 economic conditions of the district
(Ato) particularly during the post
liberation period.
He was a highly educated person in
17 | Diamelaw Ayilad 80 24.8.1999 | Adét church education. He was from
(Qésd Giibdz) Anbisit locality. Highly
knowledgeable about the traditional
history of the district.
He is from Buha Déngiya and
18 | Danfiaw Taddisa 71 10.12.2014 | Adet 02 | Knows much about the traditional
(Ato) | as well as modern history of the
district.
He was a school director and then
19 | Déasta Mogis 52 4.9.1999 Adét 01 Mayor of Adét town before 1991.
(Ato) He had a fair knowledge on the
history of the district. Voluntarily
allowed others to read his personal
documents.
He knows a great deal about the
20 | Eskiziya Addam 70 6.1.2015 Erebreb/ | socio economic history of the
(Ato) Adét district particularly during the post
liberation period.
He served in government posts after
21 | Fintahun Enydw 67 22.8.1999 1941. He had a broad knowledge of
(Ato) Adét 02 | the traditional as well as modern
history of the district.
He has served three regimes as a
22 | Fitahe Mikonin 49 1.8. 1999 Adét 01 teacher and knows much about the
(Ato) development of modern education
in the district after the liberation.
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Fitand Aynaldm
(Ato)

81

3.9.1999

Adét
Hanna

A native Adét Hana who knew Ras |
Haylu personally. He was a long
distant merchant and later joined
the Italian camp. He had immense
knowledge on the socio economic
history of the district.

24

Fatéind Enyaw
(Ato)

84

4.7.2015

Adét
High
School

He came to Adét as a follower of
Dijjazmac Anldy and permanently
settled there. He detail knows about
the administration of Anldy.

25

Gébéyiihu Qanni
(Ato)

71

23.8.1999

Adet 01

He settled at Adét as a Muslim
merchant in 1941. He has much
hearsay knowledge about the early
history of the district. Highly
knowledgeable.

26

Gibri Masqil
Tebibu (Af0)

65

12.9.2000

Adét 01

He was a worker at the Yelmana
Dénsa district finance office during
the Tmperial and the Dirg periods

27

Haylu Meteku
(Ato)

38

18.6.2015

Adét 02

A patriot who served the previous
two regimes in various capacities.
He has a detailed knowledge on the
history of Yelmana Dénsa

28

Liggasa Qalu (4fo)

79

16.9.1999

Adét 02

He was a long distance merchant
from Tegray who permanently
settled at Adét in 1946. Gifted in
chronologically remembering
events with dates.

29

Lebsdwarg Ayald
(Miérigéta)

60

22.9.2014

Dabra
Mawi

He is the Qené Mdmeher in the
monastery of Dabrda Mawi. He has a
deep knowledge on the church
history of the monastery.

30

Lemdneh Baldw
(Ato)

80

8.12.2014

Adet 02,
district
patriots
office

| A son of a patriot from Go$iya. He

is an interesting informant
concerning the occupation period
and the post liberation period
history of the district.

31

Leydaw Emru
(Ato)

75

25.1.2015

Adeét 02

He is a native of Adama. He
excellently narrates about the
traditional history of his area of
origin

32

Menaléd Tezazu
(Ato)

76

23:8.1999

Gafat
(Adét)

He is from Adét by origin. He
narrates the cultural, political and
economic history of the district
comprehensively.

33

Mulu Wirgenih
(Agafari)

82

25.8.1999

Adeét 02

A patriot who came from Mécha
and settled at Erbereb in Adét as a
guard of Ddajjazmac Deris since
1942.

34

Nuré Muhamad
(Ato)

70

19.6.2015

Adet 02

Grandson of Nagadras Abdulqader
Aman. He has much hearsay
knowledge about the early history
of the district. Highly
knowledgeable.
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He was a native of Adét and long
35 | Sentayihu Ayaléw 63 28.8.1999 | Adét 02 | distance merchant and then owner
I (Aro) | of tea and mead rooms.
He was patriot and one of the
36 | Taddésd Endaldw 88 26.8.1999 | Buha leaders of the 1968 peasant
(Ato) Dingiya | rebellion in Damot. He had much
(Adama) | knowledge on the Italian occupation
period.
He knew a great deal about the
37 | Tafdrd Ejegu 75 14.9.1999 | Adét cultural and socio economic history
(Ato) of the district.
He enjoyed the office of Mégabi at
38 14.9.1999 | Adét. Adét on various occasions. He
Téginna Ewnntu 75 details about the socio economic
(Mcdigabi) events of the district well.
He was an active participant of
39 | Tdsoms$ Addis 60 29.3.2000 | Bahr Dar | Yelmana Dénsa Development
(Ato) Association and later on in the
Students’ movement. Informative.
Adét 02 | He is from Fatman. He has a
40 | Tawabd Aycih 80 26.5.2015 detailed knowledge on the
(Ato) traditional as well as modern
history of Yelmana Dénsa.
He was a merchant and then a civil
41 | Tazibaw Tardfd 62 17.5.2015 | Adet 02 | servant. He is knowledgeable on the
(Ato) post liberation period history of
Yelmana Dénsa.
She was captured and stayed in the
42 | Teru Wirqe 15.9.1999 | Adét02 | Italian camp together with her
(Wiiyzdiro) 75 | brother, Bitdw, during the .
occupation period, and had a fair
knowledge about Italian authorities
at Adet.
43 He was a native of Adét who joined
Yidrom Aldmu the Ttalian camp and had immense
(Ato) 87 17.8.1999 | Adét 02 | knowledge about them. He served
as a policeman during the post
liberation period. Very
knowledgeable in genealogies.
44 | Yisuf Muhammad | 60 16.4.2015 | Adét 02 | He was a teacher for a long time.
(4to) He knows much about the post
liberation period.
Wigdi He was very knowledgeable on the
45 | Zilliqgi Allalenn 70 30.8.1999 | Marqos cultural history of the district. He
(Ato) (Adét) also had affair knowledge in
gencalogies and about post
liberation period.
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Glossary

Abédgaz-------------- Administrative unit above a district in Gojjam during the period

of Ras Emeru; military commander.

Abba ~—------mmmen ‘father’ in horse names; a high ecclesiastical official.
Afdmdmeher -------- spokesperson of the Médmeher (head) of the church.
Aldga------------=---- head of the church; a highly learned religious man.

Amsa Aldga--—------- a traditional military title equivalent to commander of the fifty.
Asrat ——=—--=-------—- tithe

Atbiya Daiiiia ------- local judge since 1947.

AtQ-=-==-mnmmmmmmmma e a civil title equivalent to Mr.

Awrajja-----------=---- sub province.

AzaZ--mmmmmmm e commander; a traditional title given to chief of Imperial court or

governors of district.

Azmac------------—---=- a medieval period title given to military commanders.

Balabbat----=-=------ literally one who has a father; owner of ancestral land.

Balambaras --------- a traditional military title which literally means commander of the
fortress.

Banda----------------- collaborator.

Bitwiidddd------------ a high politico military title.

Buda ----------------- evil eye.

Chiwa------------- a collective name given in former times to soldiers with gult rights

over peasants.

Cheqga Sum--------- village chief empowered to collect tax during the imperial regime.
Chesdnna--------- a rent free dependent on rest land owners; also called Zéga
(dependents).
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Dabetdira--------- literally “tabernacle”; an ecclesiastical title given to highly learned
clerks, chorister.

Diiga -----------=--mmmmmme- a cold agro-climatic zone in high land areas.

Ddjjazmac (Ddjjac) --- commander of the gate; a politico military title given to a

military general or governor of a district, second only to Ras.

Enddrasé-------------- in my place; local representative of a higher authority.

Ewes (Afdrsata) --------------- a traditional method of detecting thicves.

Fanno ---—----—----mmm - heroes; patriots.

Finter -------—---- drink after doing business.

Fitawrari ---- commander of the vanguard; a traditional military title below
Ddjjazmac.

Gdbdya---------------- market place.

Gddam ------------—- monastery.

Gandgdb--------------- royal gult lands.

Gasa--------=---------- a unit of officially measured land equivalent to 40 hectares.

Gibdz, Ligard'd or Ligdhe ran---a secular administrator of a monastery.
Geber------------------- tribute; land tax.

Gemjabét------=-------- treasury. Its head was called Bdjerond (treasurer)
Grazmaé (Grac) ---- commander of the left flank; a politico military title below

Qdnnazmac (Qdnnac).

T non hereditary right to collect tribute from the rest land owners.
Gultd gaz--------—--- Gult governors.

Hamsa Aliga----------- Sergeant.

Hudad---===-=======----- estate; local or central state farm land.

Kahenat (sing. Kahen) ---clergy.
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Léba Edem---------------- thief hunter.

Lgj--mmmmmmmmm e ‘child’; title reserved for sons of the royal family and nobility.

Ligaba------------------ a chamberlain.

Ligdmdkwas------=------ head of the minstrels.

Ligdi Kahenat ---------- superior of the clergy.

Mithara-------=======-=-=- the generic name of feasts held in the church.

Miimeher----=-=--------- the Abba (head) of a church.

Mdrigéta------------- instructor; a religious title given to clergy who educate the liturgy.

Masdta------------- an institution through which ladies carn their living by selling
local drinks.

Miiten ----==--=------ a public supply of enjdra to local armies.

Mdto Alldga------------- a military title equivalent to lieutenant.

Meketel an administrative unit next to meslasné or wdrdda (district).

Mesliné---------====------- sub-district or sub-district governor prior to 1946.

Muadegga----------==-=---- a unit to measure weight equivalent to 35 kilos.

Néch Laba§--------------- local militia.

Ndgadras ---------=======~ head of a merchant caravan.

Oditiiazmac (Qdniiac)--commander of the right flank; a politico military title below

Fitawrari.
Qolla----===-==-=======- a hot agro-climatic zone in low land areas.
Qunna --------=======--- a unit or measurement which was used to collect land tax in the

early 20" century.
Ra§===-=-=mmmmmmmmmmmmmmeme head: a traditional title of a highest noble; governor second

only to the Negus (king).
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Rasbitwiddddd----------------- a rare title combining the Ras and the imperial favour of
Bitwddddd equivalent to prime minister.
Rest-mmmmmmmm e hereditary usufruct right over communal land.

Restigult-------------—- hereditary gult.

Sdmon, Qefdf or Rim---- the different names of church gul/f lands.
Serpif-m-mmmmmmmmm e original (ancient) tenure arrangements of a plot of land.
Salliga--cs-sseszssocesas commander of the thousand; a politico military title given to

local representatives of a higher authority to collect tribute.

R —————— bandit, rebel. ®
Tdbiban (sing. Tibib) ------ skilled persons (artisans).
Tdgelay -Gezat--------- province between1946-1974.,

Téizkar or Ydamutamdit---- ceremonial occasions held to mourn the deceased.

Wambdir --------=--------- local judge before 1941.

Wirdda-------------------- district or an administrative unit below Awrajja.

Wiyna Ddga------------ moderate agro-climatic zone.

Wayzdro----------------- a traditional title of a married woman; equivalent to Mrs.
Yd gobdz Aldga-------- village chief elected by the local people to maintain peace.
Ya golqunna sums ------ chiefs of the measurement; tax collectors of Ras Haylu.

Yd sendé or Yi Mdsqdl Mdréi---wheat or Cross land; church lands for the production
of wheat.
Y a public ceremonial occasion which is marked by feeding the

clergy, the disabled and passers-by in commemoration of Abraham.
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AAU

AMA

BDU

DMUARC

E.C.

ESBU

HSIU

IDR

IES

MFN

NALA

N.D.

N.P

WMTMARC

Acronyms

Addis Ababa University.

Adét Municipality Archive

Bahr Dar University.

Dibrd Marqos University Archive and Research Center.

Ethiopian Calendar.

Elementary School Building Unit.

Hayld Sellasé I University

Institute of Developmental Research.

Institute of Ethiopian Studies.

Manuscript File Number.

National Archive and Library Agency.

No Date is given.

No Page is given.

Wiildi Misqil Tariku Memorial Archive and Research Center.
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‘Translation of the Land Charter of Iyasu I

We Adyam Sdgidd, the son of Emperor A’elaf-Sdgidd, who
by the grace of God are called Iyasu, have instituted and ordered
that the land of Qolela, all that was in the hands of wizdro Sdbla
Winge!, be for [the church of] Our Lady of Mercy, which we
have named Dibrd-Enqu, and we have added to her the
Jand of the Henachoch; and we also ordered that no one undermin-
es the foundation of this our order, whoever may he be that reigns
after us. Thus excommunicated with their mouth the bishop Abund
Sinoda, the_ echague Abba Yohannes, and many abbots of the
Church, Beéduse of their steadfast love for Our Lady of Mercy
which is B¥ibri-Enqu, and that the lands may be medrd mdsqal
from this time on [being present as witnesses] ras Farés, belatén géta
Yohannes. erag maséiré Ziménfis Qedus and agabé se’at Zamanfds-
Qedus, and serag masiré Kiros and ligd mdmeheran Mamo, and
the gés hasé Wildd-Haymanot; and the sdhafé te’ezaz Hawarya-
Krestos and Qerlos, and the rurg azaj Zaminfis-Qedus, @zaj Amoni,
ligi Mamo, and ligd Zekro. We have caused this charter to be
written in the books of all the monasteries that this may be a witness
to the coming generation. Forever amen.

Whoever steals this book or erases and destroys the charter
of this monastery may he be excommunicated, be he king or queen,
by the power of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, by the power
of the Apostles and by the power of Peter and Paul. (Ibid., f. 16b.)
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Appendix IT

Emperor Menelik's letter to Rashitwddddid Mdngids§a Atikdm ordering to collect the state asrat
and tribute in honey from territories including Yelmana Dénsa, dated Genbot 23, 1900 E. C.

[May 31, 1908]

ATLGNLC OTCrE N&vS (.LhCov} hibv @8.° Poodly AILUP7
ALY BAYIS £, NavSt 81D PA WIC PANdET AVA
994.39° A38LT AMé-Pavy) AT8.$L LU-Fhily $LI°I° AhNUav-::

If God in His Grace allows us to pass through this season in good, we may come
to [you]. Hence, let the asrat (tithe) and the tributes in honey of the country from
Yelmana Dénsa [and] Am#damit be stored for us so that we will face no problem
[of provision]. I have sent you before....

Source: Pawlos Noiino. Agé Menylek BiiHagdir West Yitdtatafwacaw Dibdabéwdic. Addis Ababa: Aster Niga
Publisher, 2003 E.C. p. 407. This letter was written at Entotto.
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List of the District Governors of Yelmana Dénsa and their Secretaries

Appendix XTIV

Name district Salary Salary

No | governor Eth. $ Name of secretaries Eth.$ | Remark

Berr Berr

| Ddjjazmac Deris
Sefiraw (r.1941-42) ? 2 ?

2 | Ddjjac¢ Abiira
Yemam (r.1942- 7 2 ?
1943)

3 | Ddjjazmac Deris Ato Tayd Dista (1943- | 50. 00
Sefiraw (r. 1943-51) | 200. 00 1951)

Ato Yesayas Negusé 50. 00
(1951-1952)
Fitawrari (later, Ato Tayd Désta (1952-

4 | Ddjjazmac) Anldy 100. 00 | 1960) 50. 00
Haylé (r.1951-1963) Lej Méngésa Kassa

(1960-1964) 50. 00
5 | Fitawrari Eyasu Lej Méngisa Kassa
Zillaqé (r.1965- 100. 00 | (1965-1967) 50. 00
1967)

6 | Ddjjac Anldy Haylé | 100.00 | Lej Minga$a Kassa
(r.1967-1968) (1967-1968) 50. 00

7 | Fitawrari Admasu Ato Adamu Diameldw
Gugsa (r. 1964 and 100. 00 | (1968) 50. 00
April- August 1968)

8 Ato Adamu Démeldw
Fitawrari Kalkay : (1968-1969) 50. 00
AbédSa (1.1968-1974) | 100. 00 | Afo Aldbaciw Tasdaw

(1970-72) 50. 00
Balambaras Miéngisa
Kassa (1972-1974) 50. 00

Source: Gojjam T#qlay Gezat Y4 Sumament Ena Sératéfifio¢ Zerzer Méizagebt of 1940-1957 E.C,,

Folder No, 00605, No file number. ; A Letter from Bahr Dar Awrajja Administration Office to
Yelmana Dénsa district Administration office, Date Hamlé 18, 1956 E.C. Adét Municipality
Archive, Folder No. 1A 1-50%File No. NA-4. ; Informants: Chané Enyaw, Fatana Enyaw,
Ldggisd Qalu, Téwabd Ay&ih and Aldbaciaw Wagaw.









Appendix XVT

List of Sub Districts of the district of Yelmana Dénsa and their Governors and
Secretaries, 1947-1974

Names of the Sub
No district & its Governors Secretaries
Center
1. Qdfifia¢ Admasu Gugsa (1941-52)
Dénsa 2. Qarniiia¢ Miangestu Tidsimma 1. Ao Tafird Dista.
(1952-64) 2. Ato Séldmon Dista
1 = Seggiiz Eyiisus 3. Fitawrari Niga§ TdSoma (since 1960)
4. Lej Tadddsi Finta
Wiitdbat (Yi 1. Qdiifiac Tayd Sebhatu (1941-47)
Yelmana Ekuléta) | 2. Gerac Sensaw Alimu (1948-60)
2 3. Balambaras Mingisa Kassa Ato Mingesté Tasfayi
= Wiinchir (1960s)
Giyorgis
Agetta (Yd 1. Fitawrari Niga§ TdSoma (1942-50) | 1. Qdfifiac Mingestu
Yelmana Ekuléta) | 2. Qdiifiac Mingestu Tdsimma Tayd
3 (1950-53) 2. Ato Mingestu
=Agetta Eyiisus 3. Qdiifia¢ Admasu Gugsa (1953-60) Tésamma
4. Qdftfiac Kassé Mandéfro (1960s) 3. Qdnfiac Tafdrd
TédSomi (1943-66)
L. Qafifiac Yezingaw Bitiw (to 1950)
Qollilla 2. Qdififia¢ Damté Sebis (1950-60) 1. Ato Admasu Améra
4 3. Qaitiiac Biyind Kenfu (1961-65) 2. Ato Mildsd Amira
= Korré 4. Ato Miingesté Tasfayi (1 965-74) 3. Ato Addmi Ayana
Diéngil (Yi 1. Qdiifia¢ Béyind Kenfu (1941-60) 1. Ato Alimu K#bbidi
5 | Qolldlla Ekuléta) | 2. Gerac Damté Sebas (1960-65) 2. Ato Mékonnin Bilay
3. Ato Admasu Améra (1965-66) 3. Ato Adamu Ayana
= Mindir Qedus | 4. Qgiifiac Tafird Ti%omi (1966-74) | 4. Ato Admasu Amira
Mika’él 5. Ligarad Mulualim
Kidanu

N: B. 1. The monasteries of Adét Médhané Alim and Dibri Mawi Maryam were
“autonomous” and ruled by their succeeding Gibizes and Liqérddes .

2. The monthly salary of sub district governors was uniformly Eth. $ 40. 00 and their
secretaries received Eth.$ 25.00 throughout the period.

3. The sub districts of Génj, Yewodi, Lej Ambira and Zigé Medri Bid were also parts
of Yelmana Dénsa before 1947 under the governor ship of Fitawraris T#dla Yemdr,
Zigiyd, Berelé, Bayabel Adgih and Ambaw Gibri Midhen. Their secretaries were
respectively Atos Tadddsd Tasfaya, Kiabbadi Bilay, Qififia¢ Téfira T48om4 and Ato
Bilay Ambaw.

Source: Gojjam Téqlay Gezat Y4 Sumament Ena Sératififios Zerzer Mizagebt of 1940-1957 E.C.,
Dibrd Marqos University Archive and Research Center, Folder No, 00603, No file number;
Informants: Chané Enyziw, Fatana Enyaw, Tawabi Ay¢ih and Aldbadiaw Wagaw.
Organization is mine.
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Appendix XX 17

A List of Some of the Niich LibaSes of Yelmana Dénsa from 1963-1974

No

Name of the Néch Libas

Locality and Sub-District

Remark

Amsa Aldga Abatd Gississi

District representative

2 Amsa Aldga Mandéfro Dabezit/Seyon ---- Dénsa Representative of
Tésfayi Dénsa Sub district

3 Aser Aldga Téfdra Alimu Seyon ------------- Dénsa

4 Aser Aldga Diémesé Gubé  ---------- Dénsa
Mingestu

5 Sambiil Admasé Enyiw Keflo Bahr -------- Dénsa

6 Ato Sariw Awiqd Yezora ------- Dénsa

7 Ato Sefaraw Kassa Yezora -------- Dénsa

8 Ato Atnafu Tafdra Kon¢é  --------- Dénsa

9 Ato Anbilé Zirihun Seyon  -------- Dénsa

10 | Ato Gété Bitdw Sébisela -------- Dénsa

11 | Ato Mulualdm Berru Fatman -------- Dénsa

12 | Ato Antidndh Aldmaydhu Dabrd Mawi ----- Dénsa

13 | Ato Biyazné Ejegu F e — Dénsa

14 | Ato Tafird Adama Débrd Sdlam ---  Dénsa

15 | Ato Kiibbidi Bayh Guta ------=---- Dénsa

16 | Ato Tisfa Negatu Dibrd Mawi ----- Dénsa

17 | Amsa Aldga Mulugeta Ayqédtubba ----  Yelmana | Representative of
Admasu /Agetta Yelmana sub district

18 | Aser Aldga Chané Asfaw Angar  ------- Yelmana

19 | Ato Asmamaw Finté Agetta -------- Yelmana

20 | Ato Gadamu Angar -------- Yelmana

21 | Aio Aldbél Tayd Adét Hanna ---- Yelmana

22 | Amsa Aldga Kassa Bdzabeh | Séibba = -------- Dingil Representative of

Dingil sub district

23 | Ato Sebds Mingestu Lo o R — Dingil

24 | Ato Lemineh Dista Siwa Seyon ----- Dingil

25 | Ato Dafifidw Denbiru Siwa Seyon ---- Dingil

26 | Ato Takdld Kabbada Tankeré -------- Déngil

27 | Ato Anbilu Dista e i —— Diéngil

28 | Ato Chané Mikonnen Winbdr ---------- Dingél

29 | dser Aldga Dainndw Wildd | Qolldlla ----------- Qolldlla Representative of
Egzér Qolldlla Sub district

30 | Ato Asfaw Zillaqd Korré -----------  Qollélla

31 | Ato Bantyerga Kassa Qollélla ---------- Qollilla

32 | Ato Kassé Baydnd Gonji ------------ Qollilla

33 | Ato Danndw Zilldqd Yenagh ---------- Qollilla

Source: Informants: Admasé Enydw, Dafifidw Taddésd, Tawabid Aycih, Biyazné Ejegu and
Eskéziya Addam. Organization is mine.




Appendix X X [Lf

A List of Some of the Gult Areas of Yelmana Dénsa, 1947-74

Amount of
Amount Siso Abdl
of tribute | Name of the Gultd (share) of | Remark
No Name of the parish | in Berr gaz the Gultd
gadz
1 Yedawré 104.00 Wiro Azalaé 34.00
Dirsolefiii
2 Dangiya Bét 63.00 21
3 Gina Kidani 34.00 WiroY alimnis 11.33
Mehrit Téfdra
4 Kebdb Mariyam 70.00 Gerac Sensaw & 23.33
Mikonnén Kassa
5 Ambatna 56.00 Wrro Lagic Sebhatu | 18.66
6 Gubeé Qedus 32.00 Agafari Berelé 10.66
Mika'¢él
7 Yezora 60.00 Yiawognis, Kendé 20.00
and Alimu Adal
8 Aybar 90.00 Semdiiii Wubé 30.00
9 Dabal | e | e | e Ya Bétd
Kehndit
10 Sénqéfina 40.00 Teruworq Yemam 13.00
11 MosoboTékla 63.00 Wiro Tayaqu &W/ro | 21.00
Haymanot Aldmsahay
12 Mehella Maérgéta Akalu Yd Betd
&Mingestu Kehndit
13 Agetta Qdiifia¢ Gétahun W/ e s
Mariyam
14 Yenach Abbo 209.00 Ato Bilay Zildqa,
Wiro Ayilu and Ato | 69.66
Mildsa
15 Yenagh Maryam 338.00 > 2 R 112,92
16 Gurjbar Maryam 242.00 Ato Miingestu Wirgé | 80.66
17 Abiy Seyon 104.00 Fitawrari Tadla 34.66
Avyild
18 Korré 201.00 Geracd Haylu Yemér | 67.00
19 Degutit 50.00 Diijja¢ Derés 16.66
Sefiraw
20 Debbu¢ 42.00 > P> >> 14.00
21 Gendatimim 89.00 >> >> >> 29.78
22 Sifatra 50.00 > o> ¥ 16.66

Source: “Gojjam: Y4 Gulitd Gizewo& Béjit Zerzer”, Ddbrd Marqos University Archive and Research

Center, Folder Number, 0020, File Number 75.
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