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Abstract

St Yoseph is one of the Biblical figures and canonized saints by the Ethiopian Orthodox
Tewahido Church. He is referred as the foster father of the infant Jesus and the guardian of
saint Marry, the Theotokos. His account is primarily recorded in the Synoptic gospels. The
Gadl under investigation preserves the detail biography and genealogy of the Saint. It also
mentions many other biblical episodes. The Ethiopic Synaxarium on Gnbot 25 ( June 02)
and Hamle 26 (August 02) briefly states the migration of Yoseph together with St. Mary and
her only begotten Son to Egypt. Méshafd Gobrd Homamat and Darsand Ura’el also state the
passion of Yoseph on the lord and the flight of the holy family to Egypt respectively .

This thesis deals with Gadla Yoseph. It strives for the analysis and critical edition of the text.
The Gadl, which is composed in 1911 EC, is very significant to biblical history in general
and to Ethiopic hagiographies in particular. The analysis contains and the authorship of the
Gadl, which are discussed in the third chapter. The fourth chapter is the critical edition with

the critical apparatus in the 238 sections.
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

1.1. Background
According to Kaplan (2005:642), the word G&adl is derived from a Ge’ez root
meaning to ‘Contend’ or ‘engage in a spiritual struggle’. Gadl is the most
popular genre of Ethiopian Hagiography, which in turn has become one of the
most important constituents of Ge’ez literature. Hagiography is a term
describing literally products related to the veneration of the saints; in the
Ethiopian context, Hagiography encompasses a number of genres or different

types of texts vita or acts (Gadl), miracles (Td’amor) and homilies (Dorsanat).

Both Kaplan (2005:642) and Taddesse (1970:4) divided the Ethiopian
Hagiographies into two major Categories. The first type consists of translation
into Ge’ez from other languages and the second type includes the lives of local
saints composed directly into Ge’ez, during the Aksumite period and many
more were translated from Arabic, in later, periods and subsequently widely
circulated in Ethiopia. Furthermore, Ge’ez manuscripts sources have
contributed remarkably to our knowledge of church history and doctrine. This
thesis deals with G&dla Yosef, which is valuable for philological studies. In
addition to this there are significant historical and linguistic aspects in it.
Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahido Church (EOTC), gives a high value, because the
Hagiography or history of Saint Joseph is always interrelated with the lives and
miracles of Saint Mary, the Theotokos

1.2. STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM
Gadla Yosef is one of the important sources of General Church History.

Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahido Church has preserved and used it for evangelical

services. However, this text has not yet been studied nor translated even not



into Amharic. Thus, the study will attempt to address the following research
questions:

v What do we know about St. Yosef?

v What is Gadla Yosef as a text?

v What is the nature/s of the Gadla?

v" How many manuscripts of Gadla Yosef are existed?

1.3. SIGNIFICANCES OF THE STUDY
The thesis will have the following significances:

® It will be significant for church history in general and Ethiopian Church
history in particular.

® It shares its own contribution of some substances in the Christian
theological teaching.

® As philology is a science of delivery, the study delivers an edited Ge’ez
text.

@ It also shows the value of documenting manuscripts for academic
purpose.

® I will be a stepping stone for other researches that need to study about

Saint Joseph, and other related things in the future.

1.4 OBJECTIVE OF THE STUDY
1.4.1. General Objective
The general objective of the study is to study Gadla Yosef.
1.4.2. Specific Objectives:
The specific objectives of this research are:
*» To collect the possible manuscripts of Gadla Yosef.
+» To make some assessment on the manuscript.
+ To make some philological analysis and descriptions on the Gadl.

% To present critical edition of Gadla Yosef.



1.5. DELIMITATION OF THE STUDY

The thesis is all about Gadla Yosef. I have tried to find the manuscript in many
monasteries, churches and private collections but I have found only one
manuscript in Yosef Church, in Addis Ababa, Nefas silk subcity werda 08So the
research is delimited in one single manuscript. The translation of the G&adl is

not included due to time constraint

1.6. METHODOLOGY OF THE STUDY
The principal datum is the manuscript, Gadla Yosef. Some information is also
gathered from church fathers about St. Yosef and the tradition related to him.
The manuscript preserves some grammatical and orthographic errors. The
errors are amended and the text is edited according to the Neo-Lachmannian
method. The edited version preserves [238] sections, which I did it for easy

reference.



CHAPTER TWO

2. LITERATURE REVIEW
2.1 The Name Joseph
There are many biblical figures named by this name.. The following are some
examples.
2,1.1 Old Testament;- In the old Testament Gen (30:24) Yosef is the eleventh
son of Jacob and in Gen (35:24) It had been explained that Jacob loves more
Yoseph than the other sons, which may be resulted from Jacob’s love to Rachel
(the mother) of Yosef than Liah. As is in Gen (37:3, 33:2-7), Yosef is one of the
most graphic and attractive in the Old Testament, and he is a spoilt boy sold to
the Egyptian masters as a slave by his own Jealous brothers.
2.12 New Testament: In the New Testament, in Luke, (23; 50), a name called
Yoseph the Armathea is explained. This person, according to the text, is the
one who assisted in burying the “corpse” of Jesus Christ, after the crucifixion;

in the four gospels,

Acts (1:23) states one of the brother of the Lord, (Mtt. 13:55) he was also the
natal name of Barnabas (Act 4:36). Except for incidental references to Yoseph,
as being regarded the foster father of Jesus (Mtt. 13:55, Jon 1:14, Lk3:23), the
only New Testament account on St. Yoseph is given in Mathew chapters 1 and
2 and Luke 1 and 2. He is also referred as a carpenter or an artisan (see Mtt.
13:55; Lk. 3:23; dn. 1:45, 6:42). He was a descendant of the royal line of David,

and his family was from David's town of Bethlehem.

2.2 His accounts

Literatures are scarce on St.Yoseph the elder. The detailed and very informative
text is Gadla Yosef, which is the focus of this thesis. According to the Holy
Bible (Mtt. 1:6-16; Lk. 3:23-32) and his G&dl (f.8rb-f.8va) the line of the
ancestors of St. Yoseph traced back to Abraham and counted his generations
starting from Abraham. St. Yoseph and St. Mary are the children of the two

brothers, Jacob and Joachim respectively. The relation goes as follows: Alazar



begot Qosran and Qosran begot Joachim; Joachim begot Mary, who is the
Theotokos. Alazar begot Matyan and Matyan begot Yaqob; Matan begot Yoseph,
who is the foster father of Our Lord.

There are other four kinds of literatures which preserve brief accounts of the
saint. They are: the Holy Bible, Synaxarium, Gobrd Homamat and Dorsana

‘Ura’el. They are discussed as follows.

2.2.1. Holy Bible

In the Gospel of Matthew (1:6-16), the father of Yoseph is called Jacob whose
ancestry is traced back to king David through the latter’s son Solomon; but in
Luke (3:23-32), Yoseph’s father is called Heli whose ancestry is traced back to
David through the latter’s son Nathan. The two lines of descent are completely
different, except this convergence at Salathiel and Zerubabel (Mtt. 1:12, Luke
3; 27). The common purpose of the two lists is seemed to show that Jesus, a
right to be called the “Son of David” (Mtt. 15:23), a recognized title of the
Messiah (Mtt. 22:42).

There are many names by Yoseph in different parts of the Bible. However,
Yoseph, which we are talking about, is the one who is explained as the
descendant of Solomon, the son of Jacob/Heli, who was old enough when
Jesus was born. He was the guardian of St. Mary and Her Son and migrated to

Egypt with Holy family



2.2.2 Synaxarium

There are atleast two Synaxarium entries about St. Yoseph. The first is on
Gonbot 25 (June 02)! and the second is Hamle 26 (August 02). It is stated that
the holy family, composed of the Infant Jesus, the Blessed St. Mary, Yoseph
and Salome, migrated to Egypt. The country they entered first was called
Besta. The country men did not welcome them, hence digging a pit, they found
water. The water happened to be healer of people who come from the outermost

where as it was bitter to the country men.

Then, pursuing the path of Gemodi and crossing a river they reached the
western area. Then after, they went to a mountain where from the Sun rises.
Yet, the weather was scorching and the Lord said they would not stay there.
There was also a walking stick in the hand of Yoseph. The Lord took and broke
it into fragments and planted them there. Upon digging with his hand, water of
sweat aroma streamed into them, and they grow up and become big trees right
away. There came also sweat smell from the trees, the Lord pronouncing that
their smell was the sweetest of all perfume, the named the trees Belessa from
there, wax of Baptism can be extracted. The place was also named after the

name of the trees.

From there they proceeded to Esmunian. They settled at a house whose name
was Aflon. Again, from there they went to Qusquam and stayed there for six
months after 3 years and six months and in the wake of the death of Herds on
June 16 the angel appeared to Yoseph in this dream and command Yoseph get
back to Israel telling him that those who were seeking to take the lie of the
baby had perished. They went back and arrived in Egypt. They spent the night
at a cave on their way to Mealkam. To date, that place is the church of Saint
George later the reached metarial where the ointment of Belessa was found

from.

! Cf. Synaxarium (soft Copy), pp. 533-534 and pp. 668-669 respectivelly)),



Hamle 26 (i.e. August 02) is the date on which Saint Yoseph passed away. At
the time of his death, the Lord came to him and put his hands on his hand
gave the corpse the power not to be disintegrated and decayed. They placed
him along his father, Jacobs glare. The Synaxarium states his departure as:

And all the days of his life were one hundred and fourteen years; he lived
before his marriage forty years, and after his marriage fifty-two years,
and after his wife died, nineteen years, and three years before the
Incarnation of our Redeemer. And our Lord Jesus Christ came to him at
the time of his death, and laid His hand upon his eyes and wept over him,
and He bestowed upon his body the gracious gift of never growing old,
and upon his bones the gift of incorruptibility. And they laid him in the
grave of Jacob, his father, in the tenth year of the Incarnation of our Lord
Jesus Christ. (Synaxarium on Hamle 26, [soft copy] pp. 668-669)

In his exile, there was saint Selome who was the cousin of our Lady Holy Virgin
mother with Saint Yoseph. She was the daughter of Matat, of Lewi of Milki and
the daughter of the Priest Aron. Matat begot three children. The eldest was
Mary, the second (middle) Sofia and the third was Hana. Mary begot Selome,
Sofia begot Elizabeth, of John the Baptist, and Hana begot Virgin Mary.

2.2.3 Mashafi Gobra Homamat
Gobra Homamat (1996:794) in mentioning the passion of Christ and the
sorrows of Our Lady, it also states about St. Yoseph. The entry goes as follows:

At the house of Yoseph, good news reached me.

At the house of John, the news of the death reached me albeit.

Oh Peter you were likes my father, Yoseph; who received all these
labor.

Peter, provided you were drawn to Herod, and if you received in
Egypt trials and tribulations with us,

You were not able to endure (tolerate).

Oh my father Saint Yoseph let the Heavenly blessing come upon
Your bones.

Let your soul be fed with the leaf of life,

For you received the trials with us like Peter you never betrayed
my son.



2.2.4. Dorsana ‘Ura’el

The text Dorsand ‘Ura’el (1991:16) states that “While I fled to Egypt from the
face of Herod. Yoseph was pain iced bythe grace of the lions which stood
against him and fled away from me out of fear, I also cried a lot out of panic.
Taking my son from the back of Salome and carrying Him on my back, I fled to
the desert of Yosafte. Then, my Son told me not to labor running for the lions
would not catch me up and not to multiply his labor, He (also) said “Do not
fear”.

Upon speaking that, He turned his face to the lions and rebuked them.

Calling one of them, He ordered it to go to Yoseph’s hiding place and to bring
him (Yoseph) carrying him on his back. Yet, he called and commanded the fire
lions to get closer and bow to me, and so did they.

The Lion as he was ordered he went to Yoseph and bowed to him and told
Yoseph “as our creator ordered me to get you (take you) to Him so that come
and get on my back.”

As the lion was speaking in human language, the fear of Yoseph got vanished

into thin air. He got back (them) on the back of the lion.



CHAPTER THREE
3. ANALYSIS
This chapter is all about the analysis of Gadla Yosef. It begins with
description of the MS and followed by content analysis.
3.1. DESCRIPTION OF THE MANUSCRIPTS
e Title of the manuscripts :- Gadla Yosef
e Place :- Addis Ababa, Dabra Nazret Saint Joseph Parish Church
o Size :- 42 cm x28cm
e Cover:- wood
e Column :- Three
e Language :- Ge'ez
e Number of folios:- 38 (thirty eight)
e Guard folio :- (at the beginning 3 and at the end 1)
e Scribe:- Basha Hayla Maryam Sarabyon?2.
e Number of lines per folio: -30
e Material :- Parchment
e Marginal notes on - (f.4r?), (f.8v?), (f.9rP), (f38ve).
e Colophon:- f.38ve

3.2. Content Analysis

3.2.1. Literary Features
3.2.1.1.. Personification:- It is a figure of speech in which an animate
objector abstraction is endowed with human abilities. We read the
following forms of personifications from the Gadl:
* @hao: WOlLbT: LG AICONA: AT P T\:
*  “When the earth relieved from the war and killing” [§1 00]°.

’The name Serabyon is not familiar in Ethiopia. It is the name of the Martyr who was lived in
South Egyptian village of Binude. He is celebrated on Torr 27 (February 04). Cf. Synaxarium
pp-314-315.



e HooCWPav:hnfl: av%int: (LaoG: @A NAT°L: AdT:

e “The star that led them by cloud on the day and by a pillar of [light of]
flame at night” [§143].

o MhY: Ak P90 RO 01 APChN: OBC: &b HAOAU-: @hdlLN:
h9°D: bl TO-av:: AW A7 LU

e “That time the tree inclined its head carrying of fruits and provided
gifts of sweet fruits. They [ate and] recovered from the hunger” [8196].

o MN1L: P9°: AAMAT ALNN: ACHTO::

e “And the tree bowed down to Our Jesus Christ”. [§196].

o ALAPAR: MPFt: MO hgowlfav: aNP@T: P°LC: O@-VMFao-::
“The idols of Egypt shivered from their base. The earth was

Splited and swallowed them” [8§197].

3.2.1.2. Metaphor:
It is a figure of speech in which a person talks with inanimate things.
o OhTLL A MEAGI: L4 BUS hotbdvl: AT BU-S hlao:
A LA A TR HRCHT a0 AP ANd-tuA\::
e “Oh! You Bethlehem, the land of Judah, you should not be humiliated
among the kings of Judah for the king who observes my people, Israel
will born from you”. [§ 41].
o MLARL: APALY: L1 AMMANKC OALOPAD PTAlL: OhRRA:
HANA: AZNM::
e “And behold the Lord has cursed the lowlands not to grow a grass

and plant except locust”. [8204].

® This shows the section[s] in the critical edition.



&N AdMLH: NG hPD: AMANNCG: $9°0: PLIRY-: hao: A LLEL:
HGI°: HAINA: NPA: héP:: OATap: (\219: P2 Gavo: OF: hd-é5:: MO0
& chHN: @ab: ONA: Ochlbk: Al AT0AL OAOPE'L:

“Prophet Elijah said “l am standing in front of the living Lord in order
not rain unless I speak again [lit. Except with my word|. He locked the
sky for three years and six months. All people were perished. Not only

men [were died| but animals and birds too”. [§ 228].

3.2.1.3. Similes

It is a figure of speech in which that directly compares two different things by using

the word “like or as.” There are many verses from the Gadl, which

reflect sililies. Some are listed as follows:
ooV +0g: hao: SAHY: HCh: hoo: -9 HAAC: @hao: pp: (978
“He gave him hope as his generations will be multiplied like the sand
of sea and the star of heaven” [§ 5].
ah: hav: hPCET: 1267 ONA:
“And [he is] not like Apostles, shakers of dusts” [§11].
®hh: hao: L1 hdH: (PA::
“And not like David, the revengefull” [§11]
oh'r: hg@-Fao-: havo: avApl::
“Their life was like angels” [§93]
oL 71A: 04 OChL: hoo: oo-: Ho-OT: héN: o@LP: N4 @0t
T
“And Yoseph was shocked like Moses in Horeb and he fell down on
earth in his face” [§115].
@'1L: A N&PC: hoo: AdT::
“And his heart was fired like flame in love” [§117].

3.2.1.4 Symbolization

The Gadl uses symbolic interpretations.

CO: AMG: OXat: aAdvl: AZRP: HAL: R



e “The root of Jesse, a branch that has flower came forth” [§ 51]. The
Gadl symbolizes for our Lady Mary with the root of Jesse that has
flower

o ON15%: Nk: OACH®:  aoHLWPav: @APLO:  hAI°PWPav-: Al DP:
ao\NLPC: AL A% OUN: 0My: o0l DA77 aNd: av'rk: oAb E:
OOAFHC: OAL: LT AN AGCH ML 4Ch: HY7w: (014 hF
ovn: oCP: A7 I7E ATHE ShIPCE TP AT D0ACE
AFER PP OAL: W9°: HEYNC: Nov-9h U+ NASETN: @UN: hC: ATCk::
®fMmLP: hCM: Nah: o~ HBhaoF °ah: heot: O9°t:

e They bowed to Him; they opened their treasure and delivered their
gift. The older Melkiwor, the son of Shem gave frankincense for the
respect of his divine priesthood. And Baltazer, the son of Japheth,
clothed with armor, the Persian who reigned in the country of Hasin
[lit. steel], he gave gold for his kingdom as he knows his reign. And
the black Gaspir, the Ethiopian, [who is| the son of Kam, who lived in
the gate of Efratas gave myrrh for his death. And myrrh represents
the dead person which is the example of life and death [1§ 50].

e Therefore the Gadl symbolizes:-

e Gold for the everlasting kingdom of God
e Frankincense for the divine priesthood of God

e Myrrh for the symbol of His death

3.2.1.5 Inter —Textuality:
This section is about the relation of the Gadla Yosef with other texts. The
scribe composed the Gadl by drawing different doctrinal, historical, religious,
and social values from different Christian Church traditions. The G&dl is
mainly interrelated with Old and New Testaments and other texts such as
Synaxarium, Gadla Adam, etc.

o A00: NaN: HA TA®: Ao ATHaNNC: dmat:: [§5]

e “Blessed is the man to whom the Lord does not input his sin”



Ps. 31:3

LOBNY: AGPCh: OV : AAAN: ONevFé0: AT ANNC: 109 CNP:
aAqCao-: @ N: HEAAP: 8097 AHLGT00::

“I love Jacob and I hate Esau and Rebecca their mother prophesed by
the Spirit of the Lord and said”the elder serves for the younger”.
[86].... Cf Gen. 28:5

@6t 1970 HOOL:: 1000 AT Owae: Ah::

“You shall eat your labor. You are blessed and good to you.” [87]. It is
from Ps. 127:2

AN: 7hdh: STC A AMHA:

“Create in me a clean heart”. [§10]. Cf. Ps. 50:10

hPOE: WAL SR WTRET 1MLAZ: ATICET: ShCTh: hhoo:
HEeTMAL: ALY : haoPdhi: P40: @~k

“Oh Joseph, son of David do not be afraid to take Mary, your
betrothal, for that which will be born from her is of the Holy Spirit”.
[§10]. Cf. Mt. 1:20

Htond: 1.9 Nheo: ML A%+ 1L 81/7A ONt®hd: AL+ hao:
ALP: AUbb: AP Bk

“He who receives a prophet shall receive a prophet’s reward and he
who receives righteous man in a name of righteous, will receive
righteous man’s reward”. [§12]. Cf. Mt. 10:40-42

hav: RaoTh: MAL: AN hAaoch @+ NONATL U 9°0A: AOAS: avAAn-tU-:
A% RAcavs: TR ARA: 1000 hd: AIPRPE C1TF @0t Adct:
HA%AY®: HEA®-: ANSMN T @AaeAAnRt U+ Ahoe: COlir: @aLNAOhav-,:
A%10h: oALNT oo hib: OALANNNIDL: Lolh: dh.hddnov-:
19L: i oaAdOnS oo HP P bk @h.oeihingo-: N @A INNhoo-,::

When the Son of man comes in His glory and with multitude of His
angles, then the King will say to those on His left hand, “You the
cursed ones depart from me, into the everlasting fire that prepared for

the Devil and his angles. For I was hungry you gave me no food; I was



thirsty you gave me no drink; I was strange you did not take me in; I
was naked and you did not cloth me; I was sick but you did not visit
me; and I was in prison and you did not came and ask me. [§812-13].
It is quoted from Mt. 25:41-43

oM DAP: LT ao-: LA hAoo: AALON: @G hdANao-:: @Nhao: GNA:
Ahao-:: I 1 AP °0AN: A NAO: G998 ANKh: LHE::

“When their wine left out His women what have I do with you? My
time has not yet come”. [§23] cf. Jn. 2:3-4

A P00 A9C: 118 ANRYT: AA: 4P @OLM@-: Ab: AZ°TIL: WAL
ONA7HFH: 6101 HCG: oo'r: @At ATH: SN A Sthm®: HCY @115
NNANLY: Adae: Fao-AL: NANT: T@-AL: Nal: @-ak:: Nhoo: BN hél:
HG: HAME::

Women may marry they wish from the tribe of their fathers and men
not from other tribe. Hence when one asks that from whose tribe she
belongs to?’, then her genealogy and tribe would be known through
her husband, as the Law in chapter 38 says, the generation of the
woman is that of the husband. [§54]Gen.38:29—302chr.2:4—24

@LMA: HICLN: Aaodhah: ATHANGC: (9° 7T ALI°C: hao: Sha- 7 T rk::
SU a1 AP OANANTEL: DAd: aoPOAY . T TP: avphh: OLNLA-
At @k MChN: Hab@-9°: PLov: AMaNhC: HH4Sh: -ibh: A7Ch:
Oalh: Wt @G0 Fhar: Moo AN 100 Adh: heo: Gha-F:
¥k Adoo: hhooin': T1CP: HEha 7 L T4A9°: NALTRU-::

Zechariah asked the angle, how I can know that this will happen; now
I am old enough and as for my wife her age has passed’. The angle
answered saying ‘1 am Gabriel who stands in front of the Lord, and I
have been sent to tell and announce you this. Now you will be
disabling to speak until this happens, because you did not believe my

word which will be happened in its own time. [§62]. Cf. Lk. 1:18-20
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That time Mary went and reached to the mounteneous land of Judah
and entered to the house of Zechariah and greeted Elisabeth. While
Elisabeth listened to Mary’s greeting the infant jumped in her womb.
The Holy Spirit dwelled on Elisabeth and she shout with good words
and said, that you blessed and the Mother of the Blessed, the Mother
of my Lord, who dare is me that you came towards me; when I heard,
your words, just now, the infant in my womb jumped with glad and
happiness. You are righteous who believe the word they told you, from
the Lord [8§863-64]. [is it from Lk1:39-40]
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“My soul glorifies the Lord”. [§74] Cf. Lk1:47
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“‘Righteous are the poor for them is the heaven. Righteous are those
who are hungry now for they will be satisfied. Woe to you those who
be satisfy now for you will be hungry”. [§81]. cf. Mt 5:3-6
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“Behold the virgin will give birth and beget a child. And has the Lord
done a great respect on me that the Messiah will be born from my

house?” [§ 90]. This is taken from Isa. 7:14
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“The date for her bearing reached, and she got her only child. She tied
His thumb and she caused Him sleep in the manger for they had no
place around”. [8115]. It has similarity with the Gospel of Luk2:7
OUA®.: Fht: @0t @nk: oo 080 OLRAD. 0P (-
av bR av-: AN @GU-: $ao: avhan: AM.aNKC: NP ao-: @0 Adt:
AMANNC: Wwed: AOAFPao-:@4.CU-90Y: &CY11: OLNAav-: avi\hi:
AFECU-: hhee: GU- Al TORoo-: G0 G G20 Hehao7: Ahd-: GA9°::
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There were shepherds in that place, who were tending and looking
after their herd at night. Behold, an angle of the Lord stood towards
them and the praise of the Lord was hovering over them. They feared
highly, and the angle said that ‘do not afraid because I am going to
tell great news, which will be happiness throughout the world. Now
the Savior is born to you, who are Christ, the Blessed Lord, in the
house of David. This is sign: You will find a child who is tied His
thumb and slept inside the manger, and many troops from the heaven
came praising the the Lord saying ‘praise be to the Lord in the
heavens, and peace on the earth, and His confirmation be for men.
[8§121]. This is similar with Luke 2:8-14
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e “When theday of their purification has been completed according to
the law of Moses, they brought forth the child to Jerusalem, to stand
Him infront of the Lord as the scripture in the law of the Lord”. [§154].
[This has similarity with Leviticus 13:2, and Luke 2:22-24
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e “Behold you send your servant peacefully, my Lord since my eyes
have seen your mercy that you provided in front of all your people, in

order to reveal a light for the people and honor to Israel, your people”.

[§159]. Is this the prayer of Simon from Luke 2:29-32

3.3 Authorship

Gadla Yosef was composed by a man called Haylda Maryam Sarabyon in 1911

E.C. [1919 A.D.]. The Gadl states the fact as follows:
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In the Name of the Father, of the Son and of the Holy Spirit
one God. Combat and witness, labors and suffering, flight
and tiredness, hungry and a thirst, sorrow and Joy of saint
Joseph, son of David and [his| fiancé Mary, the daughter of
king David and the mother of Jesus Christ the creator of
the universe in equality [with His Father| without linger and
leave, equal in authority and sovernity; worshiped by the
angels, bearers of news from men, children of purity and
sanctity. He deserves honor and glory together with His
Father. Let Him safeguard from failure and destruction his
servant Hayld Maryam S&rabyon, who composed this glory
in the year 1901 E.C. [1908/09 AD], forever and ever Amen,
and Amen, Let it be, let it be. [27]
The text also contains other historical facts, which can be useful for various

purposes.
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CHAPTER FIVE
CONCLUSSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

5.1CONCLUSSION

Gadla Yosef, which is the text under investigation, is found at Dabrad Nazret
Saint Joseph Parish Church in Addis Ababa. There are only two churches
dedicated to St. Joseph: in Addis Ababa (D&brd Nazret) and Gondar (in
Northern Ethiopia). According to my informants, there was one copy of Gadla
Yosef in Gondar, but now it is lost. As far as I know, the Addis Ababa Dabra

Nazret’s manuscript is the only existing copy.

The text preserves many things, out of which biblical episodes and incidents
are outnumbered. The text is classified into 238 sectionswhich are believed
that it will be helpful for better understanding and for wider use.
The Gadl is a dated manuscript. It says 1911 E.C. The following colophon
preserves an important note.
TUgT8:90v0F: 9°Mnet: OHeoy: AP0: TPIT: Bh: +7 hf:
DEATICLI: P&N: COAET: OThA: LHN@OCH: “1eHL: at:
DLATICLI®: At DRA: NF: (ood: PING: ALT: h0: OAL: 1%
LAFL: MELLN: At 1 GF @2 INGI°: & avICE: -::
In 1911 E.C. during the era of Luke on 26 Togomt 26159
when Ato Hayld Maryam instituted [the church of] St. Yosef,
[and] when Ato Hayla Maryam was giving a land tenure to
Ato Hayle during the month of Miyazya witness were Abba
Walda Hesan, Dabtara Gabrayyas, Ato Nagi. And the tax is
two “Magabbéarya”160

3% e. November 06, 1918.

160 ‘Maggabarya’ It is kind of meashermunt (25k.g) which give survice in the church



The name of the writer is Sarabyon and Hayld Maryam is his baptismal name.
There are some important marginalia in the manuscripts, which is common in

the Ethiopian hagiographical tradition.

The text gives full account of St. Joseph, which also called ‘Joseph the
ender’. It also states about St. Mary, the infant Jesus Christ, the trouble
journey of the holy family from Jerusalem to Egypt and to the other way
round, the name of the Roman kings and the Judah kings, and their

attitude towards Christ.

The text also states the geographical sites where the holy family traveled,
from Bethlehem to Egypt and other routes. Sometimes it tells place with
forests and some other deserts, which figures the nature and topography of
the historical areas of the time. It refers genealogical tees of the Israelite
patriarchs, according to the accounts of St. Matthew. The Gadl interrelates
all things with Christian theology. It also teaches moral and exhorts the

Christians to lead a holy and empery life

5.2 Recommendations
The following remarks are forwarded for future researches.
e The Gadl is still not translated into Amharic, which is the task ahead.
Annotated English translation is also needed.
e [ do hope this is the best edited text. Since only one manuscript is
consulted it may have limitations. Furthermore, if a new version of
the Gadl appears, then this edition surely needs revision. This is one

factor of the Neo-Lachmannian method.
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