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Abstract 
History and Role of the Vo ice of Ameri ca (VOA) Amharic Radio Broadcast 

Ashagre Hailu 

Add is Ababa University, 20 14 

The major purpose of this study is to assess the hi story and ro le of The Voice of Ameri ca 

(VOA) Amharic service, one of the international radio broadcasters to Ethiopia. It also 

examines its relationship with the different regimes that rul ed the country during its three 

decade of broadcasting news and info rmation. The study is purely used a hi storical approach 

of the qualitat ive method and it employed Edward Herman and Noam Chomsky ' s the 

Political Economy of the Mass Media as its theoret ical fra mework. Quali tative data was 

collected from different printed or electronic documents and personal interviews with fonner 

and current emplo yees of the VOA Amharic se rvice and other people who are direct ly and 

ind irectly famil iar with the service of the radio station. 

VOA started its recorded broadcast on Radio Ethiopia during the Imperi al period but it didn ' t 

last long. After the mi litary regime turned its face towards the soc ialist camp VOA began its 

Amharic broadcast live from Washington DC in 1982 to counter anti-US propaganda and to 

win acceptance among the population, and after the end of Cold War the need to continue or 

to end the Amhari c service was an issue among VOA officia ls and US diplomats to Ethiopia. 

But alongside the Amhari c service VOA started add itional broadcast to Ethiopi a in Afan 

Oromo and Tigregna in 1996. 

The study find out that VOA Amharic service se rved as an alternative source of info rmat ion, 

started other language broadcast as Horn of A fri ca servi ce, connected the Ethiop ian diaspora 
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with home, served as a re liable source of news and information fo r the priva te press, created a 

forum for open di scussion amo ng antagonisti c gro ups in the country and di aspora. But the 

Ethiopian government accused the rad io broadcast play ing a negati ve rol e as a mouth piece of 

the opposition. And most of the time Ethiopian offi cials were not will ing to speak their side 

by putting VOA Amhari c service as biased and un helpful , engaged in destabi lizing and hate 

propaganda. The govern ment a lso admi tted that it has tried to j am the broadcast in response 

to its crit icism. 

The study recommended that rather than accusing and trying to take down VOA Amharic 

broadcast off air the government should feat ure its side of any sto ry to give the listener a 

chance to understand it and making diverse and balanced information available to the public 

through the government contro ll ed media . Further studies are needed to understand VOA ' s 

broadcasts to Ethiopia more and this study can se rve as a spring board fo r it. 
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CHAPTER ONE 
I. Introduction 

Radio broadcast is the major communication means to most people in the world. As the oldest form of electronic media, the radio industry has experienced significant changes since its humble begilmings in the early 20th century (Alexander, Alison et el, 2004 : 207). The development radio undergone makes it accessib le defy ing different barriers. Especially in developing countries radio has remained to be popular to get different kinds of information to foster the day to day activities of people. Radio also has served to influence and persuade political agendas on its audience. In this regard, countries, within their boundaries and beyond use radio to reach as many people as possible to popularize their interests . Voice of America (VOA) is one among such kinds of radio broadcasters. 

The advent of computer and internet has made the flow and consumption of information and communication very rapid and simple. Despite the proliferation of sophisticated means of receiving and imparting information and communication technology all over the world, in developing countries, radio is still the main source of news and information for the majority of the population. Especially in Sub-Saharan Africa, radio remains the most important source of news information, as many people do not even have access to a telephone, let alone a computer (Dodds, 2005: P 92). 

According to Mytton (20 14), radio is by far the dominant and most important mass medium in Africa. Its flexib il ity, low cost, and ora l character meet Africa's situation very well. Yet radio is less developed in Africa than it is anywhere else. There are relatively few radio stations in each of Africa's 53 nations and fewer radio sets per head of populat ion than anywhere else in the world . 
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Radio remains the top med ium in terms of the number of people that it reaches. Even though 

television has shown considerable growth and despite a widespread libera li zation of the 

press, radio still outstrips both television and the press in reaching most people on the 

continent. South of the Sahara and north of the Limpopo River, radio remai ns dominant at the 

start of the 2 1 St century. The internet is developing fast , mainly in urban areas, but its growth 

is slowed considerably by the very low level of deve lopment of telephone systems (ibid). 

This holds true to the Ethiopian media landscape. Up until recently there are only few radio 

broadcasts that were controlled by the state. Though the 1999 Broadcasting Proclamation set 

out a lega l basis for establishment of private commercial rad io (Federa l Democratic Republic 

of Ethiopia, 1999) but, to date, there are only very few commercial radio stat ions have been 

established in the capital Addi s Ababa. Besides regiona l government controll ed radio stations 

and some community radios state-owned Eth iopia Radio is the dominant rad io player in the 

country. International broadcasters such as Voice of America (VOA), Deutsche Welle (DW), 

BBC World Service, Rad io Cairo and Radio Vatican a lso have listeners in Ethiopia (S imon, 

2006: 16). 

Due to the fact that rad io can reach millions of people with a simple portable radio set and 

other advantages of the med ium, it is the most favou rite amo ng many people. But despite this 

there are onl y few alternati ve radio stat ions to sati sfy the needs of the li steners. Beside thi s 

during the cold war super powers and other interested countri es and groups started 

international rad io broadcasts to produce and broadcast a vari ety of contents to penetrate the 

minds and borders of other countries, especiall y to third world countries. The pattern of 

externa l penetration can clearly be seen following the BBC's decision to begin broadcasting 

to Afri ca in native languages in 1957, to be fo llowed by Rad io Moscow in 1958, the VOA 

and Radio Peking in 1959, and Deutsche Welle in 1962 (Taylor, 2003: P43). 
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Most of the international radio broadcasts were owned by governments who have strong 

interest to protect and promote the ir political ideo logies and national interests and to 

undermine the interest of their ri va ls. While competing in the nuclear and space ri valry, the 

super powers were locked in the propaganda war using radio . 

One of the chief weapons for waging the ideological struggle were 
organizalions like Radio Free Europe, Radio Liberty, and Voice of 
America, which broadcast continuously into the Soviet bloc throughout the 
Cold War. Frequently slighted or neglected by realists who believed the 
Cold War was entirely a mailer of tank divisions and nuclear warheads, the 
U.s. -sponsored radios turned out to playa major role in keeping alive the 
idea of democracy in Eastern Europe and the Soviet Union. '(Fukuyama, 
1992. p385) 

During the Cold War era, Ethiopia was among the targets of the international radio 

broadcasts from both sides. Fo llowing the popular revo lution of 1974, the military junta 

turned its attention towards the Soviet U nion. That politica l decision initiated the west to 

beam rad io broadcasts to cha ll enge the acceptance of the military regime. The Voice of 

America Amharic service has been one of the leading international radio stations since the 

Derg Regime came to power in 1974 and continues its operat ion after the demise of the Derg 

and the fa ll of Commun ism. 

Following the fall of communism, the ri val ry between the super powers left a place to the 

idea of globalization and democratization. But radio remained the major source of 

information in Eth iopia and is the alternative source of information apart from the 

government and privately owned media. ' According to Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung's (20 II :8) 

survey broadcasting, radio in particular, is the medium of choice in Ethiopia. Geograp hica l 

coverage of radio transmissions has reached an estimated 70 percent, while television 

coverage is close to 60 percent. 
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In thi s regard the Voice of America radio broadcast has served as an addit iona l source of 

information fo r more than three decades to li steners in Ethiopia. But the hi story and ro le the 

radio stati on has played didn ' t attract much attention. This study attempts to fill that gap. 

1.1. Research Problem 

Radio Broadcast ing is an important medi um that foste rs to di sseminate any in fo rmati on to a 

large number of aud iences at the same time. And to promote coun tries nati onal goa ls and 

obj ecti ves within the ir territory and beyond. So the broadcasting service is parti cu larl y 

important to impart news, information and debates on diffe rent issues that help the public to 

make an info rmed decision on im portant issues and poli cies that affect the ir Ji ves. 

Broadcasters help people to make informed polit ical deci sions, and contribute towards 

increased parti cipation in the development efforts of a country. Particularl y, in an 

environment where illiteracy rate is high, broadcasting services are of immense importance in 

disseminating development informa tion helping the people understand government programs 

and po licies (Tamre, 2007). 

Rad io broadcasts, if ha ndled w ith care, are believed to play an in tegra l role in fostering 

democracy and development, and have the abil ity to transform a num ber of critical areas 

incl ud ing government accountabi li ty, empowerment of women and mi no ri ties and education. 

The domi nant communication med ium in much of the world , radio, is inex pensive, available 

to ci tizens at a ll levels of society including the li terate, and due to its pervasiveness, is well 

placed to reach out and give vo ice to the poor and marginalized group . 

Due to the prevalence of high rate of illiteracy and the dominance of poor population in 

Ethiopia rad io broadcasting has been very essential when compared to other fo rms of media 

outlets. For these reasons most people rely on radio as a means to obtain informat ion they 

need. Although the conventional function of broadcast media is to convey news and 
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information of general interest to the public, interpreting and ana lyzing of events as well as 
providing opinion and perspecti ves on different issues has also become very important (ibid). 

In th is regard radio broadcasting in Ethiop ia was not capable to accommodate d ifferent ideas 
and interests fo r di ffe rent reasons. But foreign rad io broadcasts were the major sources of 
info rmati on fo r what the audience couldn' t find fro m the loca l sources. Among such 
broadcasters the VOA Amharic service is the one. 

Offi ciall y, the Voice of America (VOA), Amhari c service has been on the ail' after the fa ll of 
Emperor Hai le Sillasie in 1974. 11 served the public as an alternative source of informat ion. 
And the station has its history, interest and editorial poli cy to broadcast its programs to 
Ethiop ia. Therefo re, it is important to examine the stat ion's hi story and contri but ion. This 
study investigate the hi story and the role the rad io station has played in Ethiopia. 

1.2. Objective of the Study 

1.2.1. General Objective 
The general objecti ve of the study is to explore the history of VOA and its role as an 
alternative source of info rmation in Ethiopia. 

1.2.2. Specific Objectives 
The speci fi c objectives of the study are: 

A. To assess the history and role of the rad io broadcast to Eth iopia; 

B. To find out its contri but ion as an alternati ve source of information. 
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1.3. Research Questions 

A. Why and when did VOA start broadcasting to Ethiopia? 

B. What rol e has the rad io station played in Ethiop ia? 

1.4. Significance of the study 

The findings from thi s study wi ll shade li ght on the hi story behind the establi shment and the 

works of the rad io station. Whatever the role the Voice of Ameri ca played and is still playing 

will be di scussed to extract lessons that can be of use for the local media. Furthermore it wi ll 

add knowledge about the stat ion and contribute for further researches that can be conducted 

in the fu ture . 

1.5. The scope of the study 

Radio broadcast is the major and the cheapest means of disseminating information all over 

the world espec ially in the deve loping countries. Since information is vital to the day to day 

act ivity of mankind, the means of communication that present in fo rmati on about events 

around him and beyond is evo lving through time to become very sophisticated. 

To satisfy the desire of mankind 's thirst to informatio n, the print med ia took the lead as a 

means of communication foll owing the advent of Gutenberg's printing mach ine. Then 

telegraph took an important ro le to fee l the gap of communication. But the innovation of 

radio communication and rad io broadcast brought a leap fo rward in the field of di ssemination 

in the earl y stage of modern communication. 
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This means of mass comlllunication, rad io, is the major focus of th is study; though there were 

and are a num ber of radio broadcasts that have been beamed towards Ethiopia the, scope of 

thi s study onl y focuses on the Amharic broadcast of the Voice of America (VOA). 

The study is not a comprehensive analys is of the content and audience relations rather it is a 

hi stori cal ana lysis of the Voice of Ameri ca Amhari c service radio broadcast and the role it 

has played as an a lternative source of information. In add ition, it does not focus on financial, 

personnel and technica l matters of the radio. 

1.6. Limitations of the study 

The thesis has three parti cular lim itations: the ti me constra int and the scope of the study does 

not permit the ana lysis and comparison of other fo re ign radio broadcasts to Ethiopia and loca l 

radio broadcasti ng within the country. Secondl y, there are almost no visible researches and 

studies that were conducted on the VOA Amharic service or if any was conducted, none is 

made available. Th is means there are very limired sources that can be usefu l to thi s study. 

Moreover, there are only few people who have the info rmation about the hi story of the rad io 

broadcast and to make things wo rse a ll of them are li vi ng abroad. 

The limited ti me frame and resource does not a llow investi gati ng audience reception and 

opinion. Another lim itation that should be mentioned is that a lthough there are some arti cles, 

studies and few research works on the Voice of America in general (Bumpus & Skelt, (1984)) 

no research was made on its Amhari c service. 

1.7. Thesis Organization 

The content of thi s thesis is di vided into fi ve chapters. The first chapter presents a general 

background to the study, statement of the problem, objecti ves of the study, research 

questions, sign ificance, scope and limitat ions of the stud y. 
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Chapter two provides reviews of literature on the effectiveness of radio as means of 

communication, overv iew of Ethiop ian radio hi story, ri se of international rad io broadcasting, 

ownership and propaganda, conceptual background of international rad io broadcasting, and 

finall y the chapter gives a highlight on the present Voice of America Amharic service 

broadcast. 

Chapter three, dea ls with the methods, procedures and techn iques used in thi s thesis. The 

chapter explains and justifies the preference of the hi sto rical approach of the quali tative 

research as ways of data collection for the study. It al so gives a justification fo r the selection 

of hi storical documents, in-depth interviews, and persona l observations as data co ll ection 

tools . In this chapter I will explain the limitations of the hi storica l approach. 

Chapter four provides the hi story of VOA Amhari c Service starting from its establishment. 

Since the Amharic serv ice was started in the yea r 1982, same year the VOA was estab li shed 

thi s chapter wi ll look into the history of the Voice of America fro m the very beginning. In 

addition, the hi story of VOA Amha ri c service rad io broadcast s ituated within the context of 

the changing political situation of the worl d in genera l and Ethiopia in particular will also be 

covered in the chapter. Thus, the chapter wi ll try to comprise a comprehensive history and 

ro le of VOA Amhari c broadcast in a changing pol itical si tuation in its sphere of operati on. 

The chapter al so gives a highlight on the major events that had a maj or impact on the 

operation ofVOA and the Amharic service in Ethiopia and the host country America. Finally, 

other challenges of the radio broadcast wi ll also be exam ined in thi s chapter. 

Finall y, Chapter fi ve provides conc lusion and recommendat ions with particu lar reference to 

the research questions of the study. 
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CHAPTER TWO 

2. Review of Related Literature 

2.1. Introduction 

Since governments all over the wo rld want to comm unicate every message to their people, 

they want to utili ze eve ry discovery of the rapidly changing means of mass communication. 

After the invention of the electronic med ia (radio and te lev ision) the principa l communication 

too l fo r connecting people has radica lly shi fted from the printed text to the electronic media. 

Part icu larl y, after the in vention of radio, governments were not slow to recogl1l ze the 

potential of radio broadcasting for spreading message within or across their boundary. The 

world understands that radio is the most effective medium especially for developing nations, 

mainly because of these three reasons: fi rst, radio reaches a much larger part of population 

than print media does. Second , radio does not require literacy. Thirdly, relative to televi sion, 

both rad io's capital cost and its running expenses are small (McLeish, 2005). Thus, in many 

aspects radio still remains the preferable medium and the most influentia l medium for the 

broader and scattered population in different geograp hic areas. That's why international 

broadcasters easily adopted the new medium to reach millions of people not only beyond 

their borders, but also far across seas and oceans with a message that promote their interest. 

Accordingly, most countri es III the northern hemisphere are the pioneers of international 

radio broadcasting. The sponsors and owners of the radio broadcasts began these 

international broadcasts on the bases of their part icular interest to ful fi l and influence through 

the rad io broadcasts they beam towards the targeted audience. In most cases, the targeted 

countries and people have no involvement in the contents of the rad io broadcasts directed to 

them. Most of these radio broadcasts mainl y carry political message to influence the audience 
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who recei ve the s ignal. Among these cross border radio broadcasts the Voice of America 

(VOA) Am hari c se rvice is the focus of thi s study. 

This chapter will try to gIve an overvIew about the hi story of radio in general and 

international rad io broadcast in particu lar. A brief history of radio broadcast in Ethiopia and 

conceptual background of international radio broadcasting. 

2.2. Short History of Radio 

Information is vita l to the day to day activities of mankind the means of communication that 

present information about events around him and from far places is evo lving through time to 

become very sophisticated. The effort to invent a new means to disseminate information in a 

short period of time continues unabated. Many inventors tried hard to contribute their part to 

the endeavour of mankind's lust to have a rapid means of communication. 

The idea of communicating instantly with people at a di stance has always appealed, and the 

electric telegraph made it possible in the mid nineteenth century. Until then messages could 

travel no faster than a horse on land or a sai ling ship at sea. Admittedly there were a few 

semaphore telegraphs wh ich could send a message from one station to another, provided it 

was not too fa r away and in the hours of daylight. The telegraph made it possible to send 

messages anywhere and at any time, but it depended on an insulated wi re, expensive to install 

and easy to damage (Garratt, 2006: I). 

Unlike most inventions those changed the life and hi story of mankind in many aspects rad io 

broadcast was not the brain chi ld of one person and not full-fledged one time invention. 

Rather it involved a number of people and pass through several ups and downs to become the 

popular means of mass com munication. 

Outstanding among them are the names of Faraday, Maxwell , Lodge and Hertz who prepared 

the ground for Marcon i and for the practical development of what we now ca ll 'Radio 
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Communicat ion'. In essence, ·the earl y history of wireless telegraphy - or perhaps it would be 

more correct to call it the 'pre-history' - is the histo ry of electromagnetic waves, the pred iction 

of thei r ex istence by Fa raday, the mathematical definition of the conditions for their 

propagation by Maxwell, and the eventual demonstration of their physical ex istence by Hertz 

with hi s experimental confi rmation of the identity of their characteri sti cs with those of visible 

light. And that is ri ght to speak familiarly of electromagnetic waves perhaps without pausing 

to reflect that an electric wave can have no ex istence unless there is a corresponding magnetic 

wave, and that no electric current can flow without the creation of a magnetic field. Yet the 

knowledge of thi s inter-dependence of Faraday and Maxwell conceived the idea of 

electromagnetic waves; Hertz showed that they could be created and detected; Marconi began 

the task of harnessing them. Much has been written about Faraday and about Marcon i. Radio 

from the time of Marconi onwards has also been the subj ect of many stud ies (Garratt, 

2006: I). 

Therefore, it can be said that the invention of radio is generally the outcome of a chain of 

prior deve lopments which have been spread over a considerable period of time and to which 

a number of indi viduals have separately contributed. As Garratt (2006: I) reaffirms it, 

although there is a widespread belief that the invention of wireless telegraphy was the work 

of a young Italian, Guglielmo Marconi , and although it is perfectl y true that the first patent 

ever to be granted for a system of wireless telegraphy stands in hi s name, the fact is that hi s 

achievement was only the practical application of scientific developments and di scoveri es 

wh ich had been spread over a period of almost eighty years. 

The search for wireless telephony and wireless telegraph led to advances by .l ames Maxwell , 

Heinrich Hertz, Edouard Branly, and O liver Lodge, cul minating in Guglielmo Marconi's 

success around 1896. The "Father of Radio," Guglielmo Marconi, from Italy successfu ll y 

transmitted across the Engli sh Channel in 1899 and across the Atlantic in 190 I. Wire less was 

11 



now a reali ty. Marconi's wireless was in turn improved by Regina ld Fessenden and Lee 

DeForest. At about the same time, sound recording was al so being perfected. Broadcast ing 

was firmly establi shed into U.S. homes at the end of World War I (Baran, 1999, 180-82; 

Matelski, 2005). 

Then radio became the major means of communication to the mili tary and thi s opened the 

way to promote radio to the general use of communicat ion. The idea of communicating 

instantly with people at a dista nce has always appea led, and radio broadcast begun reaching 

to the living rooms of people in differen t countries. But according to Bumpus and Skelt 

(1984: 7) the earl y broadcasts were made using the Morse code so they wou ld only be 

understood by re lative ly few peo ple. 

Nevertheless, in the nex t few years the tecimological advance and invention of radio sets 

make radio broadcast access ible to a wide number of people. As McLeish (2005: I) put it, 

from its first tentative experiments and the early days of wireless, radio has expanded into an 

almost uni versa l medium of communication. It leaps around the world on short waves linking 

the conti nents in a fraction of a second. It jumps to high satellites to put its footprint across a 

quarter of the globe. It brings the world to those who cannot read and helps mainta in a 

contact for those who cannot see. 

In thi s regard , radio became the major source of informat ion and entertainment locally in 

countries that made use of it from the very beginning. But since radio waves do not recognize 

national frontiers , and behave in a manner that is not always predictable, most broadcasting 

is, in a sense, internationa l. Somewhere, somehow, there will be listeners or eavesdroppers to 

any rad io transmiss ion (Bumpus and Skelt, 1984: 5). 

These leads radio broadcasters to cons ider li steners who are far from their boundaries. This 

gives the beginning of in ternationa l radio broadcasts by indi vidual countries to ach ieve their 
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intended interest over the listeners who are li ving in other countries. For instance, Jerome 

(2008:9) stated that: 

lv/any/actors have prompted nat ions 10 become international broadcasters. 
The principal raison d 'etre of international broadcasting is to influence 
opinion makers, ordinCllylisteners . ... International radio may serve as an 
official governmental voice and an arm of a country 's foreign policy 
establishment; promote a nation's culture, tourism or commercial interests; 
educate and entertain; provide a link with expatriates abroad or at sea, or 
with the militCIIJI; strengthen cultural ties with other nations; or satisfy 
national pride. It may promote, or combat, an ideology or a particular 
political viewpoint, or seek to .lave souls. And it may provide a valuable 
communications vehicle in times o./crisis. 

The real izati on of the potential radio broadcasting has in communicating messages to 

millions of people at a time with less cost attracted gove rnmen ts and other interested gro up to 

use it. Especially in Europe gove rnments were the ma jor operators of radio broadcast. They 

were in a fe rrous competition to take the upper hand in every aspect of their activity against 

thei I' ri val. 

2.3. International Radio Broadcasting 
Following the di scovery of radio broadcasting to di sseminate homogenous message to mass 

audience the interest to explo it the new means of mass communicati on was very high. 

Governments were in the forefront to start broadcasti ng messages to their people via radio. 

The/irst recorded use of radio for international broadcasting seems ta have 
been in 1915 when Germany provides a daily news report transmission 
which were, it appears, widely heard, and used, by the press. Russia used 
radio, too, in 1917, to put over her policies and to explain to the world the 
.[cICts behind the revolution. The .first 0/ the broadcasts, which was inspired 
by Lenin, began dramatically with words: 'to all, to all, to all', Russia also 
used to tly and put pressure on Germany during the negotiations over the 
treaty of Brest-Litovsk. (Bumpus & Skelt, 1984: 7) 

Compering radio with other means of mass communication it has many comparative 

advantages to the broadcasters and to the audience. Among other things radio is the cheapest 
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in terms of capi tal cost and its running expenses. But as McLeish points out " broadcasters 

around the world have di scovered, the main difficulty in setting up a station is often not 

financial, but lies in obtaining a transmiss ion frequency (2005: 7, 8). It also does not require 

the education leve l of li teracy. 

Secondl y, radio has no boundaries and creates connection among people with a number of 

differences. 

Books and magazines can be stopped at national ji'ontiers but radio is no 
respecter of territorial limits. Its signals clear mountain barriers and cross 
deep oceans. Radio can bring together those separated by geography or 
nationality - it can help to close other distances of culture, learning or 
status. The programs of political propagandists or of Christian 
missionaries can be sent in one counlly and heard in another . ... Crossing 
political boundaries, radio can bring ji-eedoms to the oppressed and 
enlightenment to those in darkness (McLeish, 2005: 3-4) 

Thirdly, radio is mobile and personal. The mobility of radio accounts in large part for its 

personal nature. Radio can be li stened to alone, anywhere and at any time. It can be li stened 

as an adjunct to other personal activi ties: one can li sten at work, whi le exercis ing, whi le 

sitting in the sun. It travels in the car, and one can take it along in a Walkman. 

(Baran, 1999 : 180; McLeish, 2005:3). 

11 was Lenin agall1 who clearly perceived the potential of rad io not only for domestic 

broadcast ing in a country as vast as the Soviet Union, but also its international possibi li ties. 

Again he also urged Stalin , and the members of the politica l Bureau, to make money 

available from the gold fund for the furtherance of rad io research. In accompany ing 

memorandum he wrote: ' I think from the stand point of propaganda and agitation, espec ially 

for those that are illi terate, and also for broadcasting lectures, it' s abso lutely necessary to 

carry out this plan" (Bumpus and Skelt, 1984:7) 
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There are varied historical accounts describing the early beginnings of international 

broadcasting. Wasbu rn ( 1992) suggested that Germany may have been the fi rst country to use 

international rad io broadcasting as ea rl y as 191 5, when it established a regular radio news 

service that was accepted and used by multiple neutra l countries in the region. 

Bumpus and Skelt (1984:7) also supported the claim that these German broadcasts appeared 

to be the binger of international radio broadcast. In addition, these schola rs also pointed to 

Russia's initial use of international radio broadcasting dating back to 19 17 in its effort to 

"explain the facts behind the revo lution" to the rest of the world . 

"The Russians were the fi rst to establi sh a government-sponsored, continuous, and extensive 

system of radio broadcasting, which revealed that such far-reaching systems were developed 

as a means of attai ning significant po li ti ca l and economic goa ls" (Wasburn, 1992: I). 

According to Wood ( 1992:36), it was the year 1927 that marked the birth of propaganda. 

Great Britain joined Russia and Germany, when it also discovered the use of radio waves as 

the "perfect med ium fo r comlllunicating with its far-flu ng colonies in the eastern and western 

hemispheres of the world". 

Within the next few years, the Netherlands also began regular transmi ss ions in Dutch to the 

East Indies, while France started French broadcasts to its co lonies. By 1932, the Briti sh 

Broadcasting Corporat ion (BBC) and the Dutch colonial services developed into "major 

contemporary international broadcast organizations" (Wasburn, 1992, p.5). 

On the other hand American companies such as Westinghouse and Genera l Electri c set up 

radio stations primarily to promote their consumer products. These companies were soon 

fo llowed by la rge domesti c broadcasti ng companies such as Nati onal Broadcasting 

Corporation (NBC) and Columbia Broadcasting System (CBS), while the U.S. government 
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"steered well clear of any involvement 111 international broadcasting" (Bumpus & Skelt, 

1984 : 16). 

Wood ( 1992) points out a dramat ic turning point in the hi story of international broadcasting 

that took place in October 1935. Edward R. Murrow, a journal ist and news broadcaster for 

CBS, attempted to cover a two-segment debate between Great Bri tain and Italy regarding 

Benito Mussolini 's invas ion into Ethiopia, a land where the British had strong vested 

interests. One the first night, CBS success full y transmitted the Briti sh perspective across the 

Atlantic Ocean via short wave radio transmi tters, which proposed sanctions against the 

Italians. 

However, the following night just as the Ital ian delegation was set to be aired in America, 

Murrow was informed that the short-wave li nk through London, controlled by the British 

Post Office refused permission for the broadcast and had pulled the plug on the circuit. This 

made front page headline, '5 1 nations vote for sancti ons against Ita ly, Britain cuts off 

broadcast by Italians ' . "Internati ona l broadcasting and anti-broadcasti ng had arrived as a 

weapon of considerable effect for influencing the minds of listeners," (Wood, 1992, p.39). 

When Adolph Hitler became the Chancellor of the National Social ist Government in 

Germany, he embraced the use of broadcasting as the "chief instrument of poli tical 

propaganda" and reorganized its primaril y domestic broadcasting arrangements to include 

overseas transmiss ions. By the end of 1935, Germany had successfull y transmitted regular 

programs to Asia, Africa, So uth America and North Ameri ca in German, English, Spanish, 

Portuguese and Dutch (Bumpus and Skelt, 1984). 

And grad ually the radio medium took the centre stage as a means of mass communication 

crossing borders and reaching people who li ve across seas. In thi s rega rd governments were 

the major playe rs in utili zing radio broadcast to influence their competitors. The Soviet 
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leaders, Germans and Italians tried their best to get across thei r ideological and political 

messages by using international rad io broadcasts. Before, during and after the destructi ve 

Second World War, rad io played a huge role in the propaganda and mil ita ry field by all sides 

invo lved in it to ach ieve their dom inance. Eventuall y, international radio broadcast became 

one weapon used to win the battl e. 

The most important and widely known radio broadcasters are the national broadcasting 

organi zations which are usuall y state funded (and often state contro ll ed) and which a im at 

aud ience in other countries. Many countri es are invo lved in th is activity. The widely known 

and li stened international broadcasters are still on air; for instance, the Briti sh Broadcasting 

Corporation (BBC), and United States of Ameri ca has the Voice of Ameri ca, as the countries' 

main international broadcasters. There are also other internati onal broadcasters like fro m the 

Union of Soviet Social ist Republ ic (Radio Moscow), Germany (DW), France (Radio France 

International) are some of them. There were al so some private international and reli gious 

broadcasts, Bumpus and Skelt ( 1984:5). 

2.4. Radio Broadcast in Ethiopia 
Radio broadcasting in Ethiopia came into being during the restoration of Emperor Haile 

Sel lasie I in 194 1. However radio was introduced to Ethiopia in 1935 with a very limited 

transmi ssion capacity. In the era of Italian aggression the station was wrecked by Ethiopian 

patriots to prevent its use by the fasc ist troops, nearing to arri ve at Addis Ababa (Getachew, 

2003: 564). 

Soon after the Itali an troops were dri ven out of Ethiopia the Press and Information 

Department of the Ministry of Pen repaired the o ld transmitting station. This transmitter was 

re inforced after a decade by a new installat ion of a 2.5 K ilowatt short-wave. Then beginning 

form early 1950s new radio equi pment was install ed at the premises of the Ministry of 
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Information in Add is Ababa. Public address systems were also installed in the central squares 

of the provincial towns, including: Asmara, Gonder, Dessie, Debre Marikos, Dire Dawa, 

Harar, J imma, Lekemt Assela, Yirga lem and Mekele (Mi ni stry of info rmation, 1966: 18). 

The modern ization and expansIOn of Ethiopian broadcasti ng began in 1959 when the 

Ministry of Info rmation was fi rst forma ll y budgeted. In 1960 two 10 KW short-wave 

transmitters were install ed. The first Medium wave fac ility of the Eth iopian government, a I 

KW transmitter was instal led in 196 1, followed by its first high power rad io faci lity in 1964. 

Meanwhile Radio Voice of the Gospel (RVOG) was establi shed by the Lutheran World 

Federation (LWF) in 1963. It was one of the two modern and we ll estab li shed international 

missionary stat ions at that time. Yemisirach Dimts Rad io was one ofRVOG 's radio programs 

for Ethiopian listeners. But fo llowing the 1974 Revo lution, Derg confiscated Radio Voice of 

the Gospel station in 1977 and changed its name to Voice of the Revo/utio/1my Ethiopia. 

After the fa ll of the Derg in 199 1, the present government has given it the name Radio 

Ethiopia (Getachew, 2003: 566-67; Makuria, 2005: 10). It is now the dominant state radio 

station in Ethiopia. 

In the subsequent yea rs, Radio Ethiopia has undergone through different phases of 

development. These were gradually seen as hopeful signs of mak ing radio the medium of the 

mass. Consequently, the capacity of the station was enhancecl by building rely stations in 

different parts of the country. Furthermore, it increases the number of language the radio 

broadcast uses from time to time. 

Television was fi rst introduced in Ethiopia in 1963, on the occasion of the found ing meeting 

of the Organizati on of African Union (OAU). But the regu lar television broadcasting was 

inaugurated in Ethiopia on November 2, 1964, on the Emperor Haile Sell asie 1's 33'd 

anniversary of hi s coronation (Mi nistry of In format ion, 1966: 25). Then the introduction of 
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educational telev ision in 1965 brought the most significant program change (Ministry of 

In fo rmation, 1966). There was onl y black and white transmission until the introduction of 

color television late in 1984 duri ng the celebrat ion of 10'h anni versary of the Derg regime 

(Strategic Plan for Government Mass Media 2003-2005: 16). As the socia list government 

Derg did not open any door to promote pri vate ownership or li berali zing media from 

government control. Therefore, all media survived as Derg's party mouthpiece under firm 

government control. 

Following the change of government in 199 1 new legislations were introduced to 

accommodate plural media outlets including rad io broadcast in Ethiopia. The transitional 

government ratified a proclamation of the press freedom in 1992 that freed the print media 

from any censorship for the first time in the country's hi story. In addi tion to the 1992 Press 

Proc lamati on Arti cle 19 of the 1995 Ethiopians' Consti tuti on allows for pri vate ownersh ip of 

media. But practi ca ll y the broadcast media deregul ation de layed for many years before 

issuing licences for few private radio operators in the capital Add is Ababa. (Gebremedhin, 

2006). 

The governm ent views radio as the most important mass medi um in a large country li ke 

Eth iopia. Radio's strategic importance IS also, some suspect, the reason behind the 

gove rnment' s reluctance to allow private radio stati ons (Quick, Amanda c., 2003 : 301 ). But a 

number of regional radi o stations were establ ished by regional and community radio stations 

estab li shed . 

Compared with the size of its population the number of radio stations in Ethiopia is too few. 

But most people tu ne into radio to get news and informat ion. A survey a lso affi rms thi s by 

say ing whil st the public receives information from a variety of sources a majo rity of 80 .1 % of 

respondents in the survey cite rad io as their primary source fo r rece iving news and 
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information, followed by television and then word of mouth from fri ends and famil y and 

community meetings (Ward, Ayalew, S. , 2011: I 0). 

Broadcasting, primarily the radio, reaches a much larger part of the population than does 

print, though Ethiopian radio is limited. As Quick (2003: 30 1-302) stated today there are a 

number of FM radio broadcasters in Addis Ababa. But there are on ly two national radio 

broadcasters in Add is. These are Radio Ethiop ia and Radio Fana. The latter is assoc iated with 

EPRDF, but is not directly government owned. There are also some regional broadcasting 

ini tiatives surfacing in different parts of the country. 

Rad io Ethiopia claims to have reached 50 percent of the landmass and 75 percent of the 

population with a good signal , making it the most influential news source in the country. 

However, frequency coverage does not reflect the station 's actual avai lab ility to li steners, due 

to a lack of radio receivers. 

2.5. Overview of Media in Imperial Ethiopia 

After the Italian occupation Emperor I-Iaile Si lass ie exerted a lot of effort to put in place new 

and modern system of administration in all aspects of the country. A ll the endeavours to 

modernize the country's infrastructures and administrations were under the strict control of 

the Emperor and hi s close aids. Simi larly, as it was until recent times, Eth iopia's broadcasting 

was a government monopoly and serves the interest of the king and the royal famil y. Almost 

all the media outputs were centred on the day to day act ivities of the Emperor and illustrate 

and glo rify as an infallible being. 

During the imperial era it was unth inkable to report events and stori es whi ch were against the 

king and the roya l famil y in particula r and the system in general. The government controlled 

media didn ' t entertain any form of open cri tici sm targeting the king. To make things worse, a 

li st of issues were introduced to forbid the med ia not to report and thi s forbidden subj ects 
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were known and approved by the Emperor himself (Barton, 1979: 2 18.). These off li mit areas 

to report were: 

Writing or reporting which has libellous accusati on or defaming the royal famil y and foreign 

head of state. Other restric ti ons disallowed pronouncements aga inst the imperial government 

and the Constitution; a show of disrespect for government officials (m in isters); any reference 

to unemployment, disputes between labour and management, student upri sings, religious and 

ethnic differences, the increase in prostitution, and the number of beggars; any comment on 

the government budget; writing obsceniti es; any wri ting that undermined Eth iopia's unity or 

that might affect African unity; criti cizing the po licies of other countri es; land tenure; 

compl aints by government employees; tax increases; inflati on; comparing Ethiopia's li ving 

standard with other countries; propagating the social philosophy or ideology of other 

countri es; and finally, reporting on parliamentary debates. In addition to the above 

restrictions, the media had to be careful about cri ti cizing the U.S. government, as it was an 

all y of Ethiopia (Getachew, 2003 : 566). 

Practicall y th is li st put everything that is the top ic and concern of the media activities and the 

public during the era of the Emperor forb idden from be ing the subj ect. The spread of 

communism was also the concern of the Ethiopian government as it was for west. To protect 

the power of the king in all aspects of the country's li fe, the med ia was highl y restri cted to 

speak about other fo rms of government and politica l philosophy or ideo logy. To assert its 

strong relationship with the US govenUllent the li st included to treat issues of US and its 

citizen carefully. 

A ll these were the ind ications fo r the restriction of all sorts of in format ion which were other 

tban the Imperial Government's version. And this led to the conclusion that the media 

activ ities during that time were fu ll y contro lled and one sided. And the publi c had no chance 
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to get a wider va ri ety of information without restriction from local media out lets. Since 

Ethiopia was a close a ll y to the US governmen t it had no interest to broadcast alternative 

source information to Ethiopia by using the Vo ice of Ameri ca (VOA). Rather there were 

some clues that station was working as a partner in produci ng fri endl y contents to the 

Ethiopian audience. 

2.6. Ethio-US Relationship 

Ethiopian and the United States have a long hi story of relation. In modern times the two 

countri es nurtured their relationship in different fie lds of cooperation . Ethiopia and US 

relationship is based not on ly on the consideration of geopo litics but also on economic and 

social facto rs. Ethiopia attracts potential investo rs because it has one of the largest 

populations in Africa. US foreign po li cy makers also consider Ethiopia's demography and 

potentia l for rewarding investors, given a favourable pol itical environment and conducive 

policy. 

Besides the potential advantages that Ethiopia offers, it has a unique 
historical and geographical position in Afi-ica as an independent country 
and/or its proximity to the Middle East. Ethiopia does not have a European 
colonial legacy and does not come under any European countl)' 's sphere 0/ 
influence. This lack 0/ political entanglement helped make Ethiopia 
allractive to the US during the Cold War. Ethiopia was a safe area /or the 
US and its leader, Emperor Haile Selassie, was a staunch US ally. Ethiopia 
supported the US not only on the diplomatic Font at international 
organizations such as the UN, by voting along US lines, but also by 
dispatching its military, the Kagnew ballalion, to Korea under the UN flag 
and US command in 1951. (Getachew, 2009:45) 

The relationship between the Roya l Ethiop ia and the United States of America was very 

warm when there was ideological ri va lry between the US and the USSR during the cold war. 

While the super powers' ri valry took root in the newly independent developi ng countries, 

Ethiopia once again needed a dependable all y to help her develop her economy and protect 

her sovere ignty. Emperor Ha il e Selassie had a great interest to strengthen a close relationship 

with the US because he beli eved that the US, unlike most European countries, had no 
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colonial aspirations. And while the Cold War was 111 progress, Ethio- US relations were 

enhanced considerably (ibid:4I ). 

As Addis Ababa increasingly became a diplomatic seat for Africa in general, Ethiopia 's 

geographic location in particular made it even more attract ive to the US geopolitical 

strategists because Ethiopia contro lled the long Red Sea cost that leads to Suez Canal. And 

the US Naval Communications Unit operation at Kagnew Station in Asmara, the then 

northern Ethiopia gi ves the two countries relation much more strength. 

When the Cold War competition between the Super powers manifested in different forms in 

different parts of the world, Africa was also in the centre of their interest to influence and 

bring into their respective ideological folds. In 1974 conditions in Eth iopia were read y for 

government change and call s for reform remained unanswered by the monarchy. The aging 

Emperor Haile Selassie, who was on the throne for more than four decades, made hi s last 

visit to the US in a year hefore he was overthrown from power and cxplained to the Nixun 

Admin istration that Somalia, a close a ll y and armed by the USSR, was planning to attack 

Ethiopia. At that time Somalia had a territorial claim on the eastern part of Eth iopia and with 

the help of USSR there was an imminent threat of aggression. To avert this threat and to put 

Ethiopian army in the same position in terms of armaments the Emperor requested improved 

US weapons help. But the response from the US administration was not positi ve and thi s led 

him to look for other alternative. Then the Emperor knockecl Moscow's door, the arch rival of 

US, to get weapons to hi s army. 

But the simmering movement for change from different parts of Ethiopian soc iety went out of 

contro l of the Imperial system. Eventua ll y the Coordinating Comm ittee of the Armed Forces, 

Police, and Territorial Army, known as the Derg, took control of power, overthrowing the 
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Emperor. Then the military committee took an anti-US stance and a ll ied itself to the USSR to 

get ideo logica l and military support. 

2.7. Theoretica l F,·amewo.-!, 

Since thi s study deals with the hi story and role of an international rad io broadcast, YOA, 

owned by the govern ment of the United States of America to promote and protect its interest 

in a targeted countries. Thi s has a greater connection to the po litical and economic interests 

the sponsoring body in one way or another. 

In the political economy of the med ia perspective ownership has a greater role to influence 

media contents to the ideo logica l and economic ends of the owners. In a capita list system 

private ownership of property and the political invo lvement of the wea lthy creates a strong 

bond with the system they operate. This builds a sense of responsibility to protect the system 

that nurture and safeguard their property and interest. Particu larl y, the expansion of 

communism was the greatest threat. Thi s ideo logica l compet ition can be witnessed openly on 

the media to protect the po li tical or economic contro l of the elite and/or powerful 

governments. This way of media contro l could overl ook the interest of the aud ience to sati sfy 

the wishes of the owners . 

... rhe media are .. . parr 0./ an ideological arena in which various class 
views are ./oughr our, although within rhe context of rhe dominance of 
cerrain classes; ulrimare conrrol is increasingly concenrrated in monopoly 
capital; media pro./essionals, while enjoying the illusion 0./ autonomy, are 
socialized into and internalize the norms 0./ rhe dominanr culture; the 
media, taken as a whole, relate intelpretive ji-ameworks consonant with the 
interests 0./ the dominant classes, and media Cludiences, while sometimes 
negotiating and contesting these .fi·ameworks, lack ready access to 
alternative meaning systems rhat would enable them to reject the d~finitions 
offered by rhe media in R lvour of' consistently oppositional de,finilions 
(Gurevitch el ai. J 982.'2). 

So looking thi s topic from the perspecti ve of political econom y of the media glves an 

appropriate meaning to the stud y. Po lit ical economy is the study and use of how economic 
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theory and methods infl uences political ideology. Politica l economy is the interplay between 

economics, law and politics, and how institutions develop in different soc ial and economic 

systems, such as capitali sm, social ism and communism. Political economy al so involves the 

use of resources and power to determine which courses of action will give the most benefici al 

resu lts, and what the probability of those results being reached are (www.investoped ia.com). 

Political economy theo ri sts stud y elite control of economic institutions, such as banks and 

stock markets, and then try to show how this control affects many other socia l institutions, 

including the mass media. In certain respects, politica l economists accept the class ic Marxist 

assumption that the base dominates the superstructure. They investigate the means of 

production by looking at economic institutions, expecting to find that these institutions shape 

media to suit their interests and purposes (Baran and Davis, 201 2:223). 

This indicates that the media institutions and the content they deal with are influenced in 

favour of the few elites who contro l the media institutions. Besides, the owncrs' 

(Governments or indi viduals), influence the doors of the media is wide open to additional 

factors that let in pressure from the side of major funding sources (adverti sers), and mutual 

interests and relationships between the media and those who make the news and have the 

power to define it and explain what it means. Particularl y political interest has tremendous 

influence. 

As Williams (2003: 10) put it, the reproduction of ideo logy has to be seen within the context 

of the means of production of media organisations. However, the rol e of media organisations, 

personnel and practices in shaping the output of the media has been an important part of the 

fi eld. Political economy theori sts have stressed the rol e of ownership and control of the media 

and its ties to the estab li shed power structures of soc iety, and the related issues of the role of 

the market in determining the nature of media production. The relationship between 
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ownership and control has been a contested part of the di scussion of political economy. 

Others located their di scussion of media production in the context of the internal processes of 

media organisations and the occupat ional cu ltures of media workers. 

The major proponents the po li tical economy of media theory, Edwa rd S. I-lerman and Noam 

Chomsky, di scussed the issue widely in their book 'Manufacturing Consent, The Political 

Economy of the Mass Media ' . The political economy approach concentrated upon the issues 

of media ownership and contro l and was initially concerned with media effects. Then these 

two scholars focu sed upon media behaviour rather than media effects, hence on the 

Propaganda Model. 

They said that the mass media serves as a system for communicating messages and symbols 

to the general populace. It is their function to amuse, entertain, and inform, and to inculcate 

indi viduals with the values, beliefs, and codes of behaviour that will in tegrate them into the 

institutional structures of the larger society. In a world of concentrated wealth and major 

conflicts of class interest, to fulfil thi s role requires systematic propaganda (Herman and 

Chomsky 1988: 1). 

A propaganda model gives more emphasis to the di sparity of resource and power. This leads 

to affect the mass-media interests and choices in different level. This came from the practice 

that the wealthy and powerful exerci se to select contents to the media out lets that favour to 

their interest. In thi s case governments and pri va te individual s dominate the mass media out 

puts to di sseminate their version of news and message to the audience. 

The major components of the propaganda model, as Herman and Chomsky ( 1998 :2) put it 

news "fi lters," fall under the fo llowing headings: 
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( I) The size, concent rated ownership, owner wealth , and profit orientation of the dominant 

mass-media firms ; 

(2) Advertising as the primary income source of the mass med ia; 

(3) The rel iance of the media on informati on prov ided by government, busi ness, and 

"experts" funded and app roved by these pri mary sources and age nts of power; 

(4) "Flak" as a means of di sciplining the media; and 

(5 ) "Anticommunism" as a national rel igion and control mechanism. 

These elements interact with and reinforce one another. The raw material of news must pass 

tlu'ough successive filters, leaving only the cleansed res idue fit to print. They fi x the premises 

of d iscourse and in terpretation, and the definition of what is newsworthy in the first place, 

and they explain the basis and operati ons of what amount to propaganda campai gns. 

In this regard , media owners, weather governments or pri vate individuals, put their firm 

control to promote their interest and profit by using the media outlet at the ir hand . Since, the 

broadcasting of Voice of America (VOA) radio service has got much attention during the 

co ld war ideological competi tion of the east and the west in general and the beginning of the 

Amharic service in particular have a strong link to the effort of the West to contain the spread 

of communi sm to other countries. 

Though these fi lters are complimentary to one another, for the purpose of thi s particular stud y 

the anticommunism filter is well fitted one. After the end of the Second World War the 

expanding communist ideo logy was the maj or concern to the capita list system in the west. 

Governments and owners of media outlets were in the forefront to fi ght the spread of 

commun ist ideology within and beyond their territory. 
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Communism as the ultimate ev il has always been the spectre haunting propelty owners, as it 

threatens the very root of their class position and superior status. The Soviet, Chinese, and 

Cuban revolutions were traumas to Western elites, and the ongo ing confli cts and the we ll­

publicized ab uses of Communist states have contributed to elevating opposition to 

communism to a first principle of Western ideology and politics . This ideo logy helps 

mobi lize the populace against an enemy, and because the concept is fuzzy it can be used 

against anybody advocating policies that threaten property interests 01' support 

accommodation with Communist states and radicali sm. It therefore helps fragment the left 

and labor movements and serves as a political-contro l mechanism. If the triumph of 

communism is the worst imaginable result, the support of fascism abroad is justified as a 

lesser evil (Herman and Chomsky, 1988:29). 

The anti-Communist sentiment at the height of the cold war went high in the west even 

among the political elites who involve in different political parti es. To take a softer stand 

towards communists leads to be accused of being pro-Comm unist or insufficiently anti ­

Communi st, are kept continuously on the defens ive in a cu ltural milieu in which 

ant icommuni sm is the dominant religion. For the po liticians a ll the communist ideas and 

inclinations were taboos that cost them dearl y in their politica l acti vities. In thi s regard the 

owners and the gate keepers of the media playa major role. 

The anti-Communist control mechanism reaches through the system to exercise a profound 

influence on the mass media. In normal times as well as in peri ods of Red scares, issues tend 

to be framed in terms of a dichotomized wo rld of Communist and anti-Communist powers, 

with gains and losses a llocated to contesting sides, and rooting for "our s ide" cons idered an 

entirely legitimate news practice. It is the mass media that identify, create, and push into the 

li melight .... The ideology and re li gion of ant icomm unism is a potent filter (Herman and 

Chomsky, 1988:30). 
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All in all, the five fi lters tighten the noose to news that related to the commu nist ideo logy to 

reach the audience. Therefore, as I-Jerman and Chomsky ( 1988:3 1) stated by defi nition, news 

from primary establi shment sources meets one maj or filter requirement and is readil y 

accommodated by the mass media. Messages from and about di ss idents and weak, 

unorganized individua ls and groups, domesti c and foreign, are at an initial di sadvantage in 

sourcing costs and cred ibili ty, and they often do not comport with the ideo logy or interests of 

the gatekeepers and other powerful parti es that influence the filtering process. 
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CHAPTER THREE 

3. Reseat'ch Methodology 

3.1. Introduction 

The objecti ve of th is study IS to exam 111e the Yoice of Ameri ca (YOA) Amhari c service 

history and the ro le as a means of alternative info rmation source to its audience in Ethiopia. 

To this end, the study primaril y foc uses on the hi storical base that leads to the rea lizati on of 

the radio broadcast to Ethiop ia and its activities starting from its estab li shment to date. The 

study examines YOA Amharic broadcast history and its role in the past th ree decades . 

In exploring the hi story and the role of thi s internati onal rad io broadcaster, it is vital to look 

fo r reliable and factual information. Therefore, the study employed a qua litative methodo logy 

and document analysis. As Lavrakas (2008:729) stated qualitative research is inducti ve and 

context-specific research that focuses on observing and describing a specific phenomenon, 

behaviour, opinions, and events. The goa ls of qualitat ive research are to provide a detail ed 

narrative descri pt ion and ho listic interpretation that captures the richness and complexi ty of 

behaviou rs, experi ences, and events in natural sett ings .... based on data co ll ected by 

observations, documents, physica l artefacts, interv iews, and focus groups. 

The study spec ifica ll y uses hi stori cal documents, in-depth interviews, and other electronic 

documents to answer the research questions. Data were gathered from pri mary and secondary 

sources. 

Hislorical research is a systemalic process for searching, exploring, 
summarizing, and reporting past il1formation and events using primmy 
and secondmy sources of historical data to gain understanding of historical 
evenls, issues, and poliCies. Primary sources of hislorical data are the 
original first hand artefacts, documents, observations, oral presentations, 
diaries, photographs, and audio-visual recordings of past events. 
Secondmy sources are second hand non direct oral and written 
documentations of past events that are summarized and documented by 
others and nOlthe original primmy sources (Lavrakas, 2008: 730). 
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Since thi s stud y is interested more about the history and the role of VOA Amharic service it 

tri ed to collect the necessary information on the subject avai lable in different forms. In this 

regard the major sources of information are people who have first-hand knowledge about the 

topic and al so others who know the issue ind irect ly. Therefore , the primary sources of 

information for thi s study are interviews with fo rmer and present staff of the Voice of 

America Amharic service and hi storical documents, media scholars, pol iticians, journalists, 

prev ioLis researches and reports. Consequently, the qua litat ive research approach is employed 

to gather and ana lyse the info rmation. 

3.2. Research Design 

Research des ign is the strLlcture of any scientific work. It gives direction and systemati zes the 

research. The method you choose will affect your results and how yo u conclude the findings 

(Abiy et ai, 2009:93). The exploration about VOA's Amharic service history and role 

employed the descripti ve research design. It sets out to descri be and to interpret what is. It 

looks at indi viduals, groups, institutions, methods and material s in order to describe, 

compare, contrast, class ify, analyse and interpret the enti ties and the events that constitute the 

vari ous fi elds of inquiry. It ai ms to descri be the state of affairs as it ex ists (ibid , 2009:29). It 

is an important component to assert the validity of the research. As Miller and Brewer (2003: 

262) defined , research design is a model used by the researcher to di scharge ' the burden of 

proof of the logical organisation that allows him or her to feel that whatever they have done 

in their resea rch allows them to reach va lid conclusions. 

Taking the Voice of America Amhari c service as a case from the vast broadcasting activity of 

th is internat ional broadcaster, the stud y looks into its history and ro le by tak ing an in-depth 

examination and intensive description of a single organizati on based on co ll ected information 

from a variety of sources, such as interviews, documents analysis, sample rad io programs and 

other archi val records. 
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Since the main objective of th is study is to explore historical background and examine the 

role played by VOA Amhari c service radio broadcast as an alternative source of informat ion 

to the Ethiopian audience. It explores and describes the way it passes through different stages 

and the acti vities it has been carrying out in the past and at present. It descri bes the status of 

the rad io broadcast. And thi s can help to understand the topic and lead to causal analys is. 

Descriptive research designs aim to answer research questions about the 
current stale o/aflairs, identilY/ixtors and relationships among them, and 
creale a delailed descriplion o/phenomena. Thus, it provides a snapshot 0/ 
the feelings, opinions, practices, thoughts, preferences, allilUdes, or 
behaviours 0/ a sample o/people, as they exist al a given time and a given 
place (Lavrakas, 2008: 728). 

Therefor thi s resea rch dea ls with the hi story and ro le of the particular radio broadcast, and it 

tried to explore to understa nd the reason to its establishment and the major events that marks 

in its existence. Furthermore, the contribution of the broadcast service through the eyes and 

experiences of different people shades a light to know more about it. 

3.3. Data Source 
The major focu s of thi s study is to understand the hi story and role of the Voice of America 

Amharic service radio broadcast wh ile serving as an alternative source of information . 

Therefore, the majority of the data collected from documentary sources, key informants 

(former and present empl oyees of the rad io station , media professionals who monitor the 

radio broadcast and can speak about the stations ro le as an alternat ive source of information, 

scholars, poli ticians), med ia reports, secondary sources and sample programs of the rad io 

broadcast to ana lyze its content and current program schedule. 

From the documenta ry sources, the stud y tri ed to find out a reco rded hi story of VOA 

Amhari c radio broadcast from its beginning to the present day. As Denscombe (2007:227) 

pointed out, documents can be treated as a source of data in the ir own right. The documentary 
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sources are written sources. There are, though, a lternative types of documents for research, 

which take the form of visual sources (pictures, artefacts) and even sounds (music) . 

As indicated, the second sources of in format ion are key informants. These key info rmants are 

people who know about the VOA Amharic service directl y and indi rectly. Key informant 

refers to the person with whom an interview about a particular organizat ion, social program, 

problem, or interest group is conducted. In a sense, the key informant is a proxy fo r her or hi s 

associates at the organi zation or group. Key informants are people who are most 

knowledgeable of the organization or issue. Key informants are chosen not because they are 

in any way representative of the general population that may be affected by whatever issue is 

being studied, but because they are believed to have the most knowledge of the subject matter 

(Lavrakas, 2008). 

Since there is a limited chance in the side of the general public to know about certain 

organizations' hi story, int.ernal structure and activities in detail , there is no a need to bother 

about on the issue of representativeness to the general pub li c. But whi le the selection of key 

informants is not random , it is important that there be a mix of persons interviewed, refl ecting 

all poss ible sides of the issue at study (ibid). 

This stud y is not limited to the past history of the Voice of America Amharic service, but it 

also describes its present operation. On the bases of its hi story it 's possible to examine and 

understand the current activities. In add ition, through the hi stori c spectacles one can explore 

the role the radio broaclcast plays as a source of information. As James W. Cary (1989) 

describes "qualitative studies differ from historica l work in one critical way. They are 

concerned not on ly with the explanation of past events but with contemporary phenomena as 

wel l. Qualitative studies emulate hi storical explanation as method, not history as subject." 

33 



( 

The study tri ed to look in to the historical approach of qualitative resea rch and discuss about 

why thi s methodology is employed. Then it gives the j ustificat ion about the processes of data 

gathering. Furthermore, it explained the way the stud y tri es to use historical documents as 

sources data, and then the way indiv idua l in-depth interviews and analysis of sample 

programs presented. 

3.4. Historical Approaches of Qualitative Research 

Since every present phenomenon is a result of past endeavours that proceed to the time at 

hand, it' s very important to look back to understand the situation fully to move fo rward . As a 

result, hi story has an indispensable place to unlock the present facts in a way past activ iti es 

are the part of the current developed. 

Much a/the present is the product o/Ihe past, Ihe outcome a/previous 
actions, activities and even accidents. In shari, rather than being distant, 
dead and gone, much 0/ the past remains around us, alive and well. 
Therefore many current social phenomena are ineradicably historical in 
character: they ji-equently bear the marks of their origins. and require that 
they be understood in historical terms. Historical research may be 
conducted as a research aims to identify, uncover and analyse the 
'origins', 'sources', foundations' and 'causes' a/current social phenomena. 
(Miller and Brewer, 2003: 142) 

Every activity or event leaves behind its footprint to the new comers who are followi ng on 

the track of eve ry field of human invo lvement. In thi s regard , the operation of media has also 

its own hi story that plays an important rol e in the continuation of the work in an improved 

and modern way. Therefore, the stud y of media hi story is vital in the understanding of, 

people and thei r soc ieties. Through the stud y of the past, it's possible understand what and 

why things happened. In the same way, as indi vidual people need memory to shape identity 

and plan for the future , communities need hi story to give dimension and meaning to the 

present. Without an understandi ng of the past, the present doesn't make much sense. As 

Bohan writes "History can broaden one's hori zons and open the doors to endless poss ibil iti es . 

The study of hi story can not only en lighten the mind, but it can prove instrumental in 

34 



c 

preventing the repeat of past m istakes . Without hi story, there can be no future 

(www.I 23I-lelpMe.com/ view.asp?id= 148925). 

As part of social science media acti vit ies has a greater rol e in the day today life of mankind in 

the acti vities and th ink ing of indi vidua ls. Therefore, we sho ul d give a rightful place in 

studying the hi story to understand its developme nt. As Jensen and Jankowski ( 199 \: 176) 

indicated, there are three sorts of communication history study types. These are macro -

history, history proper and institutional hi story. For the sake of thi s research, the last one has 

been selected. 

Institutional history considers the development 0/ the media- in the sense 
primarily o/media institutions, but also the histolY o( language, the history 
o/a particular genre jar their own sake. it asks the question: how has this 
(or that) institution 0/ mass communication developed? It is primarily 
interested in social /orces outside the media institution or industry under 
study only as they a[(ect that institution or industl)'; any impact 0/ the 
institution or industlY on society is generally taken /01' gran/ed, not 
investigated. Institutional histories o( communication are, o( course, legion 
(ibid). 

As di scussed earlier, thi s study employed hi storical approach which includes the domain of 

qualitati ve research method and particularly fo llows the way of institutional hi story study. In 

this regard, the Voice of Ameri ca Am haric service hi story dealt with from the po int of view 

of thi s approach. To thi s end , ava ilable documents and informants within and outside of the 

rad io station used to co ll ect re levant data. 

Since the main goal of thi s research is to explore the ups and downs of VOA Amharic rad io 

broadcast fro m its establi shment to date, the institutional history approach may be well suited 

to carry ou t the stud y. In fact, history is not simply the stud y o f the past; it al so requires 

descripti ve and explanatory schemes. Hi stori ans worki ng in thi s vein rej ect the poss ibility of 

an objective hi stori ca l truth that can be uncovered empiri ca ll y, asserting instead that there are 

multipl e truths and ways of interpreting and rep resenting a hi storical phenomenon that are 
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perspectively situated and in flue nced by SOC IO po li tical power structures (Lavrakas, 

2008:402) . A lthough historical resea rch is incomplete, it can be considered as an empirical 

stud y. In fact, all researches whether they are hi stori ca l or scientifi c they have their own 

limitations. But the study tried to shade light on bas ic information about the rad io broadcast. 

So, thi s stud y predominantly employed documentary sources and in depth intervie w to 

explore the hi story o f the Voice of Ameri ca Amhari c service. 

3.5. Data Collection Techniques 

The research is an attempt to highlight the hi story and role o f the Voice of America Amharic 

Service in the past more than three decades of broadcast acti vities to the Ethiopian audience. 

The document sources were obta ined frol11 different li braries and other e lectronic sources. 

People who were working and still working for the radio station were contacted either in 

person or in other means of communication. Secondary sources that know well about the 

radio station 's hi story and work also contacted in di ffe rent ways. In depth in interview were 

employed as a too l to ex tract all information they have. And persona l interviews were 

conducted with the available informants about the radio broadcast. The interview schedule 

and place were arranged as per the convenience of the informants. All interviews were tape-

recorded. And all other means of comm unications are kept as a record in a way suitable to 

refer back when needed. This research looks the overa ll hi story and role of the Voice of 

America Amharic service forl11 hi storica l analys is point of view. Therefore, consultation of 

secondary data such as the use of hi storical and other documents, and indi vidual in-depth 

interviews has been very vital in exploring the hi stori ca l side of the equation in thi s research. 

3.6. Historical and other Documents 

As mentioned earli er, hi storical analys is is the major approach th is study employ to descri be 

and explore to give explanation to the research quest ions raised. Therefore, documentary and 

key informant data are the most read il y ava ilable approaches to understand the hi story and 
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role of the VOA Amharic radio broadcast. So looking back the hi story and examining the 

track the station passed through can help know it we ll. And the re view of the VOA Amharic 

serv ice has mainly depended on hi storica l data sources and people who have the knowledge 

d irectly or indirectl y. But there are limitat ions that challenged the study's completeness in the 

process and the nature of the study top ic' s accessibility. Since VOA Amharic service rad io 

broadcast is an international radio broadcast from other corner of the world it's very diffi cul t 

to closely study it. And all of the founders and key players in the ea rl y days of the radio 

broadcast are li ving in the US which makes to approach them very difficu lt. But the 

resea rcher tried hard to contact them but they are not willing to respond to questions fo r thi s 

stud y without giving any reason to it. 

Though there are few books and research works available on the general Voices of America 

hi story and acti vities but let alone books and research wo rks it's difficult to find articles 

about VOA Amhari c service. So it was a very hard undertaking to study abo ut the hi story of 

the Amharic service. But I hope thi s study wi ll pave the way for further researches by serving 

as a spring board. 

3.7. Sampling Technique 

As mentioned earlier qualitati ve approach is the method to explore and understand the hi story 

of VOA Amharic rad io broadcast. Since it 's difficult to find and hand le a large number of 

informants to the resea rch, it is necessary to select a ty pe of sample that eases the burden. 

Sampling is the process of selecting a number of study units from a defined study pop Ulati on. 

Often resea rch foc uses on a large popUlation that, for practica l reasons, it is onl y possible to 

inc lude some of its members in the invest igation. You then have to draw a sample from the 

total population (Zegeye & et ai, 2009:61 ). 
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Therefore, to collect the relevant data respondents were selected purposefull y to get the 

relevant persons and informat ion. Consequently, the stud y employed purposive and snowball 

sampling as appropriate sampling tecimiques. Purposive sampli ng, as the name suggests, was 

done with a purpose, which means that selection of sampling units is purposive in nature. 

Purposive sampling is also referred to as judgmental sampling or expert sampling. The mai n 

objecti ve of purposive sampling is to produce a sample that can be considered 

" representative" of the populati on. The se lection of a purposive sample is often 

accomplished by app lying expert knowledge of the population to select in a non-random 

maimer a sample of elements that represents a cross-secti on of the populati on (Lavrakas, 

2008). Similarl y Snowball samp li ng is generall y used in the case of explorative research 

stud y/design, where researchers do not have much lead information. It starts by identify ing 

respondents who meet the criteria for se lectionlinciusion in the study and can give lead for 

another set of respondents/info rmation to move further in the stud y. Snowba ll sampling is 

espec iall y usefu l when yo u are trying to reach populati ons that are inaccessible or difficult to 

find (S ingh, 2007). 

3.8. Semi-Structured Interviews 
The technique employed to co ll ect data from informants was semi-structured interview. It 

gives to the interviewee a space to speak important points go ing back and forth , and also 

gives a chance to restructure the questions according to the informant' s knowledge and 

ability of sharing informat ion for the interviewer. The interviewer is therefore able to adapt 

the research instrument to the individuality of the research respondent. While semi-structured 

interviews contain a set of specific topics, interviewees are allowed suffic ient freedom to 

digress. Questions are generall y open-ended in order to gain richer info rmation about 

attitudes and behaviour. The format is therefore mainly discurs ive, all owing the respondent to 
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develop their answers In their own terms and at their own length and depth (Miller and 

Brewer, 2003: 167). 

3.9. Individual In-depth Interview 

For this study the preferred tool of data co ll ection is individual In depth interv iew from 

different sources USl11g various research techniques to make the research as complete as 

possible. One of the advantages of in-depth interv iew is that it provides wealth and detail 

information (Babbie and Mcuton, 2005). In-depth interviews are important to let people to 

talk about their personal take on, and experiences on the topic of the research. So the research 

has employed in-depth interviews with people who know the Voice of America Amharic 

broadcast directly or indirect ly. And the interview was conducted in a formal way. 

To make the research as complete as poss ible J have tri ed to contact the foundi ng statfs of the 

radio broadcast in different ways but on ly one of them was willing to share all the 

information he know. The other were openly and tacitly declined to in vo lve in the research. 

But the research tried all its best to fill the gaps through other informants and documentary 

sources . 

For this research a total of ten informants were selected as a key informant in purposive and 

snowball ways from former and present workers of the Voice of America Amharic service 

and other participants who know about the radio broadcast. The selection was on the bases of 

their knowledge and experience about the particular rad io broadcast and their willingness to 

take part in the research. Semi-structured interview procedures were employed for each 

interviewee for the in-depth interviews. Apart from the informants who are living abroad, the 

interview schedule and place were arranged as per the convenience of the informant. 

Participants from abroad mainly respond to the in itial and follow up questions via email but 
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there occasional phone calls to make some points clear. All interviews are tape-recorded and 

the email correspondents also kept for the record. 

A wide range of questi ons were des igned for each informant acco rdi ng to the knowledge and 

closeness to the research topic. As mentioned earl ier, semi-structured interviews were 

conducted with most of the participants. As much as poss ible the language and the questions 

were simple and precise. And most of the questions were open ended to tap more information 

from the respondents'. As Mi ll er and Brewer stated (250:2003) stated open-ended questions 

give the respondents the opportunity to give an answer to the quest ion in their own words. 

Open-ended questions have an advantage in that they allow for elaborat ion in a response and 

so can provide insights into the meanings which respondents attach to their actions and 

be liefs. 

3.10. Data Ana lysis and Interpretation 
Since the Voice of America Amharic Service has been on air for more than tlu'ee decades 

transmitting alternative messages to the Ethiopia audience, it's necessary to examine and 

understand the hi story and ro le it played. The hi story of VOA in genera l and the broadcast 

service to Eth iopia in particular and its role analysed on the bases of the media theoretical 

perspective and the issue of ownershi p, their objecti ves, major areas of focus and etc ... 

At the time of thi s pa rticular radio station started broadcasting, the influence of ideology in 

the content of the broadcast, their message and the goa l to be achieved tlu'ough this radio 

broadcast were exam ined. All data obtained from interview will be tape recorded and 

transcribed accord ing to the importance to the research and presented and analysed in line 

with the relevant theoretical perspective. 
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CHAPTER FOUR 

4. VOA Amharic Service History and Role 

4.1. Introduction 

International broadcasters have their own reasons to reach out to an audience in other 

countries. The major reason may be for ideo logica l, or propaganda purpose. Internati onal 

rad io broadcast gives a chance to promote the ideo logy of a nation the broadcaster serves. In 

th is case, the radio broadcasts play an important role in advancing the owner countries' 

fo reign policy interests and agendas on international affai rs or events that have global 

influence (Wood, J. 1992). 

Among others Voice of America (VOA), the British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC), and 

the undercover CIA-backed Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty during the Cold War the major 

rad io broadcasters fro m the west. The riva l rad io broadcasts from the East we re the Soviet 

Uni on's Rad io Moscow and the Chinese Rad io Peking. 

In light of the compet ition to dominate over riva l ideo logy the east and the west tried to 

exploit the potenti al of rad io broadcasting. This chapter explores the hi story of VOA in 

general and its Amharic serv ice in particu lar, and its role as an a lternati ve source of 

in fo rmation to its audience in Ethiopia. To understand the hi story and the role of VOA 

Amharic rad io broadcast documentary ana lys is in depth interviews are employed . 

4.2. A Short History of VOA 

In the ideo logica l ri valry between the East and the West, the Voice of America was the major 

player in the international rad io broadcasting arena. The Voice of America started its officia l 

broadcast on February I , 1942, around two months fo llowing the Japanese attack on Pearl 

Harbor that dragged the United States into WWll. With Japan's attack Germany dec lares war 

against the U ni ted States. The first broadcast was directed to Europe usi ng BBC transmitters 
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in the cont inent. The first VOA broadcasts were produced in rented stud ios in New York. 

This gave America a means to reach people beyond its borders. But in 1941 , before U.S. 

joined the battle in WWIl, President Roosevelt, driven by hi s be lief in the power of ideas and 

the need to communicate America's views abroad establi shed the U.S. Foreign Information 

Service (FIS). 

As the Second Worl d War ends by the victory of allied forces, many of VOA's broadcast 

services were reduced or eliminated. In late 1945, VOA was transferred to the Department of 

State. By April 1946, VOA had lost nearly two-thirds of its broadcasting staff, and 

broadcasting was cut from over forty to twenty-three languages. Congress reluctantly 

appropriated funds for their continued operation in 1946 and 1947. But there was a little 

interest to strengthen the radio broadcast. The reluctant support for international broadcasting 

di sappeared with the esca lation of the Cold War and host il e internationa l broadcasting by the 

Soviet bloc and the Berli n Blockade in 1948. The enactment of the United States Information 

and Educational Exchange Act authorized the secretary of state to provide informat ion about 

the United States. 

During the Cold War, most U.S. government offic ials were not clear about the role of VOA 's 

broadcast across borders. Some consider it as a means of reporting news and reflect 

Ameri ca's reali ty to people far away; others also believe that the radio broadcast is a too l of 

U.S. fo reign policy and a "weapon" against the Soviet Union. But the US Congress saw it 

increas ingly as an instrument of propaganda aga inst its riva l super power. And as the 1970s 

came to an end, the gap between VOA's extensive programm ing requirements and the level 

of fundi ng had led to staff shortages and a lack of adequate production and transmission 

faciliti es. 
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To restructure and improve the communication activities of US government, a commission 

appoi nted by President Eisenhower had begun a review of U.S. fo re ign information activities, 

including the Voice of America. And the commission recommended that these programs 

should be separated from the Department of State. Then the United States Information 

Agency (US IA) was establi shed, and under it VOA became its single largest element. 

Vo ice of America (VOA) is the offi cial external broadcast institution of the US government. 

It is one of five civilian U.S. internat ional broadcasters working under the umbrell a of the 

Broadcasting Board of Governance (BBG). VOA provides programming for broadcast on 

radio, television and the internet outside of the U.S. , in 43 languages. VOA produces about 

1,500 hours of news and feature programming each week fo r an estimated global aud ience of 

123 million people, "to promote freedom and democracy and to enhance understanding 

through multimedia communication of accurate, objective, and balanced news, in fo rmation 

and other programming about Ameri ca and the world to aud iences overseas." Its day-to-day 

operat ions are supported by the International Broadcasting Bureau (IBB). 

A 1976 law signed by President Gera ld Ford requ ires VOA to "serve as a consistently reliable 

and authoritat ive source of news." The VOA Charter states: "VOA news will be accurate, 

objective and comprehensive." VOA rad io and telev ision broadcasts are di stributed by 

satellite, cable and on FM, AM, and Shortwave rad io frequencies . They are streamed on 

individual language service websites, soc ial media sites and mob ile platforms. VOA has more 

than 1,200 affiliate and contract agreements with radio and television stations and cable 

networks worldwide. 

4.3. The VOA C hat·tel" 

Under the Eisenhower ad mi ni stration in 1959, VOA Director I-larry Loomis comm iss ioned a 

formal statement of principles to protect the integrity of VOA programming and defi ne the 
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orga ni zation's miss ion, and was issued by Director George V. A llen as a directive in 1960 

and was endorsed in 1962 by USIA directo r Edward R. Murrow. On .July 12, 1976, the 

principles were signed into law on .July 12, 1976, by President Gera ld Ford. It reads: 

The long-range interests of the United States are served by communicating directly with the 

peo ples of the world by radio. To be effecti ve, the Voice of America must w in the attention 

and respect of listeners. These princi ples will therefo re govern Voice of America (VOA) 

broadcasts. 

1. VOA wi ll serve as a consistentl y reliable and authoritati ve source of news. VOA news will 

be accurate, objecti ve, and comprehensive. 

2 . VOA will represent America, not any single segment of American society, and will 

therefore, present a ba lanced and comprehens ive projection of signifi cant American thought 

and institutions. 

3. VOA will present the policies of the United States clearl y and effecti vely, and will also 

present responsible discussions and opini on on these policies. 

News-gathering resources were increased, making poss ible more li ve, on-the-scene reporting. 

In 1969, when Neil Armstrong set foot on the moon, 450 mill ion people were tuned to the 

Voice or to the hundreds of stations around the world that were relay ing VOA's li ve 

coverage, the largest audience in rad io history. VOA dramaticall y enhanced its cred ibil ity 

through its straightfo rward reporting of two events that traumati zed the nati on - the war in 

Vietnam and the constitutional cri sis posed by Watergate. And within a few years' time the 

VOA's broadcasting ex panded in to di fferent parts of the wo rld and increased the number of 

broadcast languages and hours per week 

(http ://www.unc.ed u/depts/di plom atiitem/20091 I a 12/fsl/roberts voice. hIm 1). 
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4.4. Ethiopia and VOA 

During the Emperor period, the relation between Ethiop ia and United States were very 

cordial and warm in different sectors. The US support to Ethiopia was very important during 

the rebui lding of various institutions after the end of Ita lian occupation. In the field of 

education, infrastructure development, mi litary, agri culture etc the US support was clearl y 

visible. But in the field of media works, it was not that much strong because Ethiopia was an 

ally of the US. 

In terms of VOA's operation in the course of the Emperor's era, there was no clearly visib le 

activity that targets the Ethiopian audience from the Washington DC. But there are some 

clues that VOA Amhari c foundation was laid during the Emperor time. In th is case, VOA 

was producing Amhari c programs in Wash ington that mainly foc used on promoting America 

and its system of government, History, Science and technology and other feature programs 

which put Ethiopia and the Emperor in a good light (interviewee B, Personal interview, 14''' 

April 20 J 4). 

Though it is difficult to find documents and identify the exact time thi s programs started and 

conti nued, some people remotely remember they have li stened to these programs on Radio 

Ethiopia. As some of the informants put it, the programs were produced in Amharic at the 

VOA studio in Washington and sent to Ethiopian rad io to broadcast to the radio station 's 

li steners. The recorded programs most of the time didn 't have any news item rather than the 

soft subj ects. But sometimes it had reportage about the Emperor 's major international 

activities like hi s visit to western countries and other activ ities that built hi s influence among 

I· I / • • "'. 2"d A ·/ G . /1 '" A ./ d ' . B 14,10 A ./ Isteners Ip ersona lI1tervlew, lVlmregu prz , esil pn an II1lerVlewee " prz . 

201 4). 
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These programs were produced by journalists who were working for the Ethiopian Radio. 

These producers and presenters were partic ipants of a fi eld service which was offered to 

professionals in different field s. This is a kind of exchange program for Ethiopian radio staff 

to the VOA head quarter to learn the work ing s ituati on of the rad io station . And in the 

process they produce the progra ms in Amharic wh ich has an end ing that mention the 

presenter's name, the stations identity (VOA) and the place where the program was produced 

and presented (Washington DC). 

The producers and presenters remembered by all of the informants were Ato Asefa Yirgu and 

Ato Teshome Wagaw (now PhD). Ato Asefa Yirgu was a veteran radio journali st at radio 

Ethiopia w ith an authori tative vo ice. Later on he was very much known fo r his read ings of 

proclamations and publi c announcement at the abysmal peri od of the mili tary regime. Hi s 

style of reading and influential vo ice was unique and had many admi rers. And this made him 

the first choice of the leaders of the military regime to read their consecutive announcements. 

Later on Ato Asefa Yirgu became the on ly reader of the mi li tary government proclamations. 

Consequently, he acquired a name by hi s colleagues ca ll ed as 'Vo ice of the revolution' . 

Beside the ad miration, Ato Asefa has been mi sunderstood by many, and some thought he was 

behi nd the terrible proclamatio ns during the Derg regime and those announcements which 

included the decision to execute high officia ls of the Emperor and people who were labell ed 

by the mi litary regime as ' Anti -Revolution', 'Anti -people' ... (Mairegu, personal interview, 

2"d April 2014). 

The other journali st who produced and presents Amharic rad io programs in Washington DC 

for the radio Ethiopia in col laboration wi th VOA was Ato Teshome Wagaw. Since he 

continued to li ve in the US when the military regi me took power back at home, little is 

known about th is journali st. Though a repeated effo rt to contact him couldn ' t bear fruit , two 
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of the informants ind icated that Ato Teshome Wagaw is now a successfu l academician in the 

US Universities and he is a PhD holder. 

VOA's fi rst Amhari c content which was produced and reco rded on tape in Washington and 

sent to Addis Ababa to be broad casted on Ethiopian rad io and can be considered as the earl y 

effort of the radi o stati on in starting radio broadcast to Ethiopia (interviewee C, personal 

interview, 28'/' April 20J 4). The program was on a ir once in a week alongside the programs of 

Ethiopian radio. A ll the material s were very fr iendly to the system because the king was a 

close all y and ideo logy supporter of the US system during the co ld war. But a few years prior 

to the fa ll of the Emperor thi s Amhari c radio program from VOA stopped fo r unknown 

reason. And that was the end of the relati onshi p between the Ethiopian aud iences (v ia 

Ethiopian radio) w ith the Voice of Ameri ca (Personal interview Mairegu 2"d April, Gesil J JI/' 

April and interviewee B J 4'" April 20 J 4). 

4.5. Fall of the Imperial Government 

Because Haile Se ll asie J cou ldn ' t implement a reform in all aspects of hi s fe udal 

admin istration that co uld change the miserable life of the peasant and the urban poor, the 

mounting grievance was reaching its pick. The drought and the following famine in the 

northern parts of the country triggered politi cal unrest in the urban centres . Then the major 

acti vists of the reform against the kin g; students, workers, peasants and the army rose against 

him . 

From January 1974 stri kes, mutinies and demonstrations began cha ll enging the government. 

In the following six months, pol itical initiati ve was gradua ll y taken by an armed forces 

committee known as the Derg. By Jul y, the govenm1ent couldn ' t prevent the arrest of its 

ministers . Final ly, on 121h September 1974, Hai le Se ll asie - whose e ightieth bi rthday had 

been celeb rated two years earlier - was dethroned and taken prisoner by junior military 
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officers. The military dictatorship graduall y took power and controlled the government. The 

emperor and several members of the Imperial famil y were impri soned but others went into 

exi le. Finally Hai le Sell asie was assassinated in August 1975 . The army group of j unior 

military officers (Oerg) took fu ll advan tage and assumed power and initiated a 17-year peri od 

of military rul e under the leadership ofMengistu Hailemariam (Bahru 2002 : 236-7) . 

This brought the warm relationship of the Ethiop ian government with the US counterpart to 

an end . Within a short period of time the provisional mil itary council (Oerg) turned its face to 

the USSR in search of ideologica l all y, as a result the communist super power took the place 

of its western rival in the strategic horn of Africa. The US was fo rced to leave its stro ng hold 

in Eth iopia's mi li tary, economic, education institutions which it invo lved in for decades. 

Fo llowing tbe removal of the king the instab le Ethiopia was vul nerable to the aggression of 

the neighbouring Somal ia. Then when Somalia attacked Eth iopia ( 1977- 1978) , the Carter 

administration, which was unhappy about the revo lutionary reform in Eth iopia banned arms 

sales to Ethiopia on the bases of human rights violation . But the Carter Ad ministration 

announced its wi llingness to supply arms to Somalia even though Somal ia was the clear 

aggressor. After these events, the relationship between the two countries was ruined. 

The foreign policy/ollowed by the Carter Administration did not, however, 
deter human rights violations in Ethiopia. Rather it led Mengistu Haile 
Mariam to expel US military personnel and close US agencies. The militC/l)l 
government sUiprised the US on April 23, I977, by announcing the closure 
a/the US In/ormation Agency (USIA), and Kagnew Station. Furthermore, 
Western news correspondents ./i·om Reuter 's news agency, Agence France 
Presse (AFP), and the Washington Post were ordered to leave the country 
within 48 hours (Getachew, 2009: 64). 

Following the anns sales ban to Ethiopia by the US administration, the mili tary regime 's 

aggressive retaliatory action led the country and its people to information and news scarcity. 

Since the maj or international news agencies were among the pri mary causalities of the 
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mi litary govern ment it was very difficult to get reliable and verifiable information during the 

turbulent revolutionary period. 

4.6. The Military Regime and the VOA Amharic service 

Following the fall of the Emperor Regime, the U.S. lost an important all y in the strategic red 

sea and the I-lorn of Africa region. The mili tary regime, which took power in Ethiopia, 

disclosed that its ideo logical ori entation is communism led by the ri va l super power USSR. It 

was a huge loss for the U.S. because thi s phenomenon may tri gger revolutionary interest in 

other African countri es. At the height of the infamous cold wa r, to conta in the spread of such 

movement to other countri es and to weaken all ies of the Eastern Block the US govern ment 

employed every means avai lable; and media campaign and military intervention were the 

major options in the li st. . 

In the case of Ethiopia in the earl y years of the revo lution, the U.S was commi tted to topple 

the military regiJ11e by supporting rebel groups in di!Ierent parts of the country. To protect 

and restore US interest, the Reagan Administration took a bold political stand and tried to 

oust the USSR from Ethiopia and other Afro-Marxist states, by provid ing tactical support to 

conservative and anti-Marxi st groups. [n thi s rega rd , the US, played a major role in 

Eth iopia's politi cs from outside by arming, funding, and providing logistics to groups who 

fought to overthrow the military regime (Getachew, 2009:69). 

On the other hand, the US government decided to use its co ld war media arm, VOA, to 

promote its interest by broadcasting message to the Ethiopian population. Tn 1982, the 

Amharic Service was added to VOA's Africa Division. The first Service Chief was Brian 

McClure, a fo rmer US Peace Corps volunteer with a basic fluency in the language and a 

rudimentary knowledge of Ethi opian po litics. During thi s initial phase of operati on, the focus 

of the service was to counter Mengistu's informat ion monopoly with news of international 
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events and targeted reports about the various 'fronts' waging war agai nst the regime (Annette 

C. Sheckler, Internet, January 2012014). 

The Voice of America (VOA)- Amharic program was launched on 26 September 1982 to 

challenge the military regime and proved to be success ful. The Reagan ad ministration used 

the media as one of the instruments to challenge Mengistu 's regime, s imilar to the way in 

which Radio Free Europe/Rad io Liberty were used to undermine the USS R in Eastern 

Europe. The media was a lso used to undermine other Marx ist regimes in Angola, 

Mozambique, N icaragua, and Grenada. The VOA- Amharic program was also used to counter 

Rad io Moscow's Amhari c program, which ai red for three decades, 1961 to 199 1. The VOA 

Amharic played a momentous role in the overtlu·ow of the Derg regime (Getachew, 2009:69). 

In addition, all most all the informants agreed that the major obj ective of VOA Amharic 

broadcast was to expose the negati ve image of the mil itary regime which strongly allied with 

the Soviet Block. As a resul t, the radio broadcast undermines the capability to leali th" 

country by compromi sing the credibility of the regime among the populati on. Th is, in turn , 

opens the opportunity to audience to have another source of information about the Eth iopia 

and the country apart from the government controll ed local med ia. 

[n this regard, two of the informants indicated that VOA Amharic servIce started direct 

broadcast years after the military regIme took power in Ethiop ia. Th is rad io broadcast 

initially had half ho ur broadcast duration in the evening but wi thin a few months the ti me 

increased to an hour because the radio broadcast got a wider acceptance from the Ethiopian 

audience (personal interviewee Band C, 14'h & 28'h April 2014). 

Si nce the military reg ime d idn' t want to let different vo ices be heard and it controlled all the 

means of communicati on, it was very difficu lt to promote the start of the VOA Amhari c 

serv ice. Though they were not sure about whether the maiden program was li stened by the 

50 



ordinary people or not but the US Embassy in Addis Ababa confirmed that the radio 

broadcast was ab le to reach Eth iopia (Personal Interviewee C, 28'1. April 2014). 

The radio broadcast presented news reports, analyses, interviews, and feat ured guests to 

di scuss on current affa irs. The news and programs was mainly focused on issues that concern 

Ethiopians. Particularly, the radio broadcast gives more emphasis on news and information 

which the Ethiopian audience couldn ' t get from the government media. Like the civil war in 

the north, human rights violations, drought and famine, refugees, and seri ous ab uses of power 

(Personal Interviewee C, 28'1. April 2014). 

Thi s broadcast gradually attracted many listeners in Eth iop ia. Uncovering supressed 

information and featuring opposing views encouraged li steners to tune to VOA Amharic 

secretly. Even members of the mi litary regime li stened to the radio to get new informat ion 

about the civil war and major events in different parts of the country (Personal Interviewee C, 

28'1. April 2014). 

Furthermore, the radio broadcast began to include listeners' feedback and OpII1l0n on a 

variety of issues on a segment called ' Listeners' Forum ' . And thi s added to the popularity of 

the program which generated thousands of li steners' letters from Ethiopia. According to 

informant C (Personal interviewee C, 28'1. April 2014) the Amharic service had managed to 

rece ive aro und 85 thousand letters in the mid 1980 's within two month time. This was the 

time the radio broadcast reached its pick and earned popularity among radio li steners. On top 

of this, the program recei ved the highest ratings for several consecuti ve years. The mi li tary 

government also understood its impact and attempted to jam the radio but was unable to 

succeed (Getachew 2009: I 03). 

The mili tary reg ime be li eved the radio broadcast from VOA and other western radio services 

in genera l and the VOA Amharic service in pa rticular were too ls to promote imperia list 
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ideology and a weapon of propaganda to reverse the revo lutionary tied in their favour. Out of 

fear of the growing popularity of the rad io broadcast, Derg took avail able measures to hinder 

the programme from reaching its audience. In thi s regard jamming was the primary action 

taken to stop the broadcast from reaching li steners. But it was not successfu l and rea li zing the 

failure it resorted to forc ing the public not to li sten to VOA Amhari c service, as is the trend in 

many autocratic regimes. There are unconfirmed widely circu lated rumours about individuals 

who were caught listening to the VOA Amhari c service. 

To avo id the widely practiced arrest and other consequences peculiar to the era of the military 

administration people who li sten to any forei gn radio broadcast in genera l and VOA Amharic 

service in particular were advised to li sten secretly in secluded way. Though th is a llegation 

was known by the larger radio audience, it was not poss ible to find a wi tness who suffered 

from it. Al l info rmants have confirmed that the fear and the rumour was there, but there were 

no regulations or don't know any case or person invo lved. [n thi s entire scary situation the 

radio broadcast was bu ildi ng its popularity underground among the people who want to get 

alternative source of information abo ut events in the country and across the world. Begilming 

from the day VOA Amharic service started broadcasting programs to Ethiopia the military 

government also was not happy and openl y expressed its disappo intment over the contents of 

the program. But the US government did not give attention to Oerg's allegat ion about 

'unfounded ' news and information carried by the radio broadcast. 

The military regime viewed the VOA Amharic service as the enemy of the revolution and the 

mouth piece of the opposi tion groups especially rebel groups who were fight ing it in arms. It 

also claimed that s ince the west is against the Ethiopian revo lu tion, VOA is challenging the 

regime with the message of imperialist propaganda . Because most news and programs dealt 

with issues like the civil war and its consequences, the fam ine and drought which were not 

covered by government controll ed med ia but were given coverage by the VOA attracted the 
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attention of even government offic ials who used to secretly li sten to it (Gesit, Personal 

Inlerviewee, I I'" April 2014). Colonel Goshu Wolde, a sen ior offi cia l of the Derg also chose 

VOA Amhari c service to announce his defection to the Ethiopian people and to his 

col leagues in an interview broadcasted on it (Personal Inlerviewee B, 14'" April 2014 and 

inlerviewee E, 3'd May 2014). 

The mil itary governm ent whose strength was affected by the pro longed c ivil war and the 

grievance of the people was unable to stay in power for more than 17 years and were 

removed fro m power by the rebel EPRDF fo rces in May 199 1 before the VOA Amharic 

service celebrated its 10lh year anniversary. This marked the beginn ing of a new chapter in 

the hi story of the Eth iopian peo pl e and the VOA radio broadcast. After the fa ll of the mil itary 

regime VOA Amhari c service has got a chance to assign stri ngers and correspondents in 

Addis Ababa and some major towns in the country to cover events first hand. And the content 

mainly focused on democratization and rebuild ing systems bad ly hit by the civil wa r 

(Personal Inlerviewee C, 28'" April 2014). 

4,7. EPRDF and Press Freedom 

After the down fa ll of the Military regime, the Ethiopian People Revol utionary Democratic 

Front (EPRDF) formed a transitio nal government by organizing a peace conference and 

inviting di ffe rent political groups in .June 199 1. The peace conference introduced a 

transitional period charter. The Charter recognized the right of Ethiopia's in all aspects which 

were denied by pervious governments who rul ed the country. There were also encouraging 

steps that recognized the freedom of expression and press. In October 1992, the new 

Transitional Government of Ethiopian introduced the Press Freedom proclamat ion. 

The proclamation recogn izes press freedom through these two art icles :-

I . Freedom of the press is recognized and respected in Ethiopia. 
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2. Censorship of the press and any restriction ora simi lar nature are hereby prohibited." 

And Part Three further guaranteed the ri ght of access to informati on: 

"Any press and its agents shall , without prej udice to ri ghts conformed by other laws, have 

the ri ght to seek, obtain and report news and information from any government source of 

news and informat ion" (Proclamation No. 34/92). 

Furthermore, the new constitution of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia granted 

basic civil freedom s to the people, includi ng freedom of speech and of the press. And 

Ethiopia had a lso incorporated different international ob ligations which encourage and 

support the free fl ow of into its supreme law. 

Fo llowing the fo rmation of the trans itional government and the introduction of freedom of 

the press the decade long fear to li sten to forei gn rad io broadcasts and the hostility between 

VOA and the Ethiopian government ended. The transitional government allowed 

international radio services including news agencies and international newspapers to have 

stringers and correspondents in the country. Thi s allowed VOA Amhari c service to have 

correspondents and stringers to report events from Ethiop ia unli ke the practice during the 

military regime. Before the formati on of the transitional government the VOA was using 

different news agenc ies like AFP, AP and Reuters and people outside of Ethiopia to co llect 

news and information. This was the major limi tation of the radio broadcast at that time 

(Persona/Interviewee B 14'h April, C 2S
,h 

Apri/ and E 3'd May 2014) . 

In the first few yea rs after the formation of the Transitional Government of Ethiopia (TGE), 

the politica l situation was not stable and the public was in need of objective and balanced 

information about events in the country. Though there were a number of pri vate newspapers 

and magazines in the capital Add is Ababa, lack of experi ence and capital of the private 
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newspapers and , the low- literacy rate of citi zens have hindered the private media ' s its 

contribution to the population's need for informat ion. 

After the proclamation of the Press Freedom Bill , new, independent newspapers and 

magazines developed, especia ll y in Add is Ababa. These left limited number of issues of view 

for government-owned publications, but private med ia out lets suffered from inadequate fact­

checking and occasional censorship, as well as the government's refusal to allow 

representati ves f rom non-official papers at its press conferences (Aadland and Fackler, 1999). 

With all these problems, the private press couldn ' t sati sfy the information needs of the 

majority of the population. Thi s made radio the most preferred medium. And many people 

li stened to international radio services which broadcast in Amhari c. Among such few radio 

broadcasts VOA Amharic service was the one people li sten to. 

4.8. EPRDF and VOA 
When the EPROF forces were II1 the northern Eth iop ia jungles waging gruell a warfare 

agai nst the military regime, and other diaspora opposition groups were using VOA Amharic 

service as an important media outlet to reach the Ethiopian population. Especially EPROF 

announced the outcomes of its military ope ration and the destruction and killings committed 

by the Oerg v ia VOA alongside its field radio. They were using the station to let the public 

know about the civil war, the fa mine, civilian killed by government forces. Accord ing to a 

veteran journalist of the Amharic service, there were no complaints frol11 the side of 

EPROF/TPLF during the time of the civ il war (Personal Interviewee A 14'h April 2014, B 14'h 

April, C 28'h April and E 3"d May 2014). 

But after the overthrow of the military government, the future of the VOA- Amharic program 

did not look promis ing. Cha ll enges came from both the Ethiopian govern ment and some of 

its U.S. supporters. The government claimed that the VOA- Amharic program was run by 
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Ethiopian-Americans of Amhara ethnic ori gin and supported the no w defunct military regime 

or were sympathi zers or previous members of EPRP, which the TPLF sees as its erstwhile 

enemy. Yet the VOA- Amharic program was still popular in Ethi opia (Getachew, 2009: I 04). 

But thi s al legation was di sputed by the VOA staffs repeatedl y. According to interviewees C 

(281h April 2014) and E (3,d May 2014) stated there were/are producers who came from 

different ethnic groups other than Amhara who are known by many peo ple and some also 

played an important role to start VOA 's Afan Oromo and Tigri gna programs. And even 

though there were member of EPRP long before joining VOA Disassociated from the group 

and the principle and codes of VOA wouldn 't allow using the radio fo r indi vidual' s political 

interest. 

But the challenge frol11 the Ethiopian govenUllent aga inst VOA Amharic wasn' t as s imple as 

it was during the military government. After ErRDF, the rebel turned government; firml y 

contro lled Ethiopia , the US govenunent was highly interested in supporting the 

democrati zation process not on ly in Ethiop ia but also in other Afri can countries. US officials 

and diplomats were working hard to groom the yo ung leaders of Ethiopia and the new 

country Eritrea. In thi s point in time, one of the bones of contention to the Ethiopian 

govenUllent with the US officia ls was the radio broadcast of VOA Amharic. 

VOA was criticized by the Ethiopian government for raising human rights issues and views 

that are shared by differe nt groups. Interviewees said that they know that the Ethiopian 

government tri ed hard to the termination of the program by persuading the US embassy in 

Eth iopia and some members orus Congress (Personal interviewee B 14'" April 2014, C 28'" 

April 2014 and interviewee E 3rd May 2014). 

The complaint from the Ethiop ian government and the support it got from the US offic ials 

put the radio broadcast ex istence in a criti ca l stage. When thi s all was happening the radio 

56 



broadcast was sti ll on air struggling with occasional jamming. In addition, there were no 

private or community radio stat ions other than state controll ed radio broadcasts in Ethiopia. 

4.9. Struggle to Save VOA Amharic 

After a decade in broadcast ing rad io contents to Eth iopia, VOA Amharic service reached a 

criti cal stage. The new government led by EPRDF was not happy with the contents of the 

Amharic language broadcast. Subsequentl y, the government was ab le to convince US 

ambassadors and diplomats to send cables, which were critical of the Amharic serv ice. They 

complained about the radio service that, the VOA Am haric service was vio lating the 

princip les of journal ism as it gives much emphasis to the views of groups who are working 

against the government. Later on, the US embassy in Add is Ababa clearly showed its support 

to the closing of VOA Amharic, (Interne t, Annelle sheckler, 1999). 

From 199 1-1996, three US ambassadors to Ethiopia - Ambassadors Mark Bass, Irvin Hicks 

and David Shinn - sent cables to US IA protesting the Am haric service's broadcasts alleging a 

strong bias in its reports. Indeed, Ambassador I-licks admitted freely that hi s goa l was to close 

the Amharic service . These protests were supported by the State Department' s Afri ca Bureau 

and var ious USIA Ethiopia desk officers. The situation became serious enough that hearings 

were held by VOA's Board of Governors to close down VOA' s Amharic Service (ibid). 

Even head of miss ions at the Ameri can embassy in Add is were supporting the closure of 

VOA Amhari c broadcast. But informants who were working for the Amha ri c service at that 

particular ti me defended their works by indicating they, as much as possible, were trying to 

report news and produce programs on the bases of the ed itorial policy of the station, which 

demanded fai rness, objectivity and balance and the grievance of the Ethi opian government. 

The allegations, which support the government complaints by the US diplomats were also 

weak and couldn ' t substantiate with conce rt ev idence (Personal interviewee C 28'" April and 
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E 3,d May 2014). The new government in Ethiopia was trying to establish democracy, the 

embassy sa id , and the Ethiopian press was relatively free- - wh ile VOA was " biased and 

unhelpfu l" . Moreover, accord ing to the embassy, Amharic was the mother tongue of on ly 

about 30 percent of the population of Ethiopia. When VOA broadcast in that language, the 

miss ion maintained, it' s subconsciously reflected a tilt toward the Amharas when, in fact, 

there were other groups such as the Tigreans and the Oromos. The American ambassado r, 

however, simply didn ' t want any broadcast to Ethiopia ; he contended that the Voice of 

America might better use its shrinking resources on other projects (Heil , 2003:266). 

The pressu re aga inst the radio was very high. After the end of the Cold war, the importance 

of many language services was under scrutiny and was forced to stop their broadcast. And the 

Amharic's existence was hanged in a balance. Then independent consultants were hired to 

investigate the broadcast outputs of VOA Amharic service aga inst the all egations. But the 

conclusion was that the contents broadcasted by VOA Amhari c service were according to the 

criteria and principle orthe organization (Personal Interviewee C 28'" April 2014). 

But the struggle over VOA Amhari c service didn ' t abate. The effo rt to close do wn the 

Amharic service continued at senior diplomats level. To thi s end , George Moose, Assistant 

Secretary of African Affairs, wrote a memo to the Broadcasting Board of Governors, saying 

that VOA should not support a single ethnic group in Ethiopia. And the Nationa l Security 

Council (NSC) and US Information Agency (USIA) officials, lobbied by the Ethiopian 

government, attended a governors' meet ing of the International Broadcasting Bureau on 

February 2, 1996, and suggested closing the VOA- Amharic Service (Getac hew 2009: 105). 

The Broadcasting Board o./Governors called a meeting o./its subcommittee 
on Ajika lor Februmy 6, 1996, to discuss the Iuture oI the Amharic 
Service. To save the Amharic service VOA director Cowan devised an 
alternative to res/ructure /he service; this was reducing hal/ an hour a day 
.Fom the Amharic broadcast and introducing two .fifieen-minute 
programmes in A/an Oromo and Tigregna. Thus the Horn 0./ Aji'ica Service 
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came in existence. And this enabled VOA to remain on the air with exactly 
the same amount of airtime to Ethiopia, and Tigreans in neighbouring 
Eritrea have benefited as well (Heil, 2003:267). 

The VOA's I-lorn of Afri ca Service broadcasts to Eth iopia and Eritrea were 111 th ree 

languages which are Amharic, Afan Oromo, and Tigri gna. Surveys conducted in Ethiopia 

ind icate that the Service reaches 11 .3 percent of the nation 's mostl y ru ral and predominantl y 

yo ung population. Amharic Programing is aimed at more than 90 million people li ving in 

Ethiopia and Eritrea, while Afan Oromo targets an estimated 37 percent of Ethiopians living 

in the Oromia region (VOAnew.com/horn). T igrigna is heard throughout the Tigray region in 

northern Ethiopia and in Eritrea. The service broadcasts loca l, regional and internati onal news 

along wi th programs on current affairs, hea lth, education, development issues, and American 

institutions. After a few years the Amharic service reclaims its one hour broadcast and the 

remai ni ng two languages increased to half an hour broadcast. And when there was election 

and emergencies the Amharic service produce additional half hour program in the morning 

alongside the evening broadcast. 

4.10. Continued Mistrust 

After VOA Amharic se rvice survived the threat of closure the broadcast passed through 

reorganization to strengthen its activities and to get trust from the Ethiopian government. But 

it was not possible to create a good relationship. The government continued its complaints on 

the reports broad casted by stating they were biased and promoting the agendas of the 

opposition. And offered a platform to organizations labelled as terrori st by the Ethiopian 

government. 

The accusati on IS part of our work from every quarter from the very beginning of the 

Amhari c service. Derg accused us of supporting and being a mouth piece to the enemy of the 

revo lution and anti -Ethiopia forces, but couldn ' t deter our wo rk. And a fter the fall of the 

military regime the accusations and complaints got stronger which cha ll enged the very 
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ex istence of the Amhari c service. But we know that since we are working on the bases of 

principle we couldn ' t satisfy all sides. As far as my understanding is concerned, when 

opposing sides are complaining it means what is being done is being done impartially 

(Personal interviewee C, 28,h April20i 4). In this regard, though most of the di scontents and 

accusations came from the government side sometimes the opposition and individual 

diaspora also accuses the Amharic broadcast of not reporting every event and compromising 

to the interest of the Ethiopian government. In such polarized political atmosphere it is 

difficult to satisfy the interests of the rival groups. The pressure from the Ethiopian 

government side was very strong and continuous. But the journalists al ways claim that they 

are performing their duties in accord ance with the journali stic principles and the station 's 

po li cy. And as Heil (2003:266) puts it VOA Amhari c, li ke other Afri can Division services of 

the 1990s, was simply reporting the truth. But sometimes the truth was not what the 

government of Ethiopia wanted to be heard. 

The charges are always there aga inst VOA Amharic simmering at low level duri ng the 

po litical situation remall1 stable . When the poli tical atmosphere turned tense the dormant 

grievance of the government blown out and took a serious twists and turns. Especiall y, during 

the election peri od the complaints reached a hi ghest level. 

4.11. Worsening Relation 

On the bases of reports covered by VOA Amharic the Ethiopian government was not happy 

and this tainted the relationship at the very beginning of the broadcast. The military 

government totall y closed its door against the radio service. And the new government which 

replaced Derg opened its door to it in terms of allowing VOA Amhari c service to have 

correspondents and stringers in the country. But thi s improved re lationship was not long 

lasting. In a short period of time the new government began vo icing its complaints on reports 

aired as biased for the opposition. This complaints and accusati ons continued an abated . 
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Someti mes the rad io broadcast and its correspondents faced a hostil e situation which 

hindered the work they do. 

During po lit ica l unrest and at the period of election the already spoiled re lat ion got to the 

brea king po in t with strong complaints on the radio reports. Almost all accusations against 

VOA Amhari c centred on biasedness of reports and discussions and rep0l1s were intended to 

promote the po li tical interest of the opposition. When situat ions got tense the compla ints also 

went worse. Espec ially the unrest following the 2005 election, the relationship between the 

Ethiopian government and VOA Amharic fa ll fro l11 the fay to the fi re. 

During such unstable situation VOA Amha ric in differen t times, faced repeated jammi ng to 

prevent it from being li stened to clearl y in Ethiop ia. Audience of the radio reported 

diffi culti es in getting a clear signal of the radio service. Radio monitoring reports a lso 

confi rmed the rad io broadcast encountered jamming. But no one claimed responsibility fo r it. 

Internationa l shortwave radio moni tors confi rmed that VOA broadcasts in the Amharic 

language are being jammed ... VOA representatives in Ethiopia were receiving complaints 

from li steners about noise drowni ng out its Amharic Service broadcasts. People trying to tune 

in can hear occasional snippets of the VOA broadcast covered by a loud crack le. Monitors 

say VOA transmiss ions in two other Ethiopian languages, Afan Or01110 and Tigrin ya, are 

being heard no rmall y even if they were broadcasted on the same frequencies, befo re and a fter 

the hour-long Amharic program (www.voanews.com). 

The report also indicated that the broadcast was j ammed around the time of the 2005 

parliamentary e lection, and aga in before the 2008 nationwide loca l elections. The 

authori tative BBe monito ring service reported it was able to determine that the jamming 

signals originated from within Ethiopia. But Eth iopian Offi ce of Government 
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Communications Affairs spokesman Shimeli s Kemal den ied government invo lvement in the 

Jal11l11l11g. 

A leaked diplomatic cable (Wikileaks.org) stated about the ruined relati onship with the radio. 

And it said that Ethiopia was the onl y African country to persistentl y jam the Voice of 

Ameri ca (VOA) broadcasts (and has done so off and on since the mid-nineties) ... and in 

2005 following the election violence alongside the opposition CUD leaders five American 

citi zen VOA staff members were charged with cap ital offenses for all egedly supporting 

opposition groups. But the charges were dropped unlike the others. 

The reports during the bloody electoral disputes strengthened the government' s discontent on 

VOA Amharic service and it believed that journali sts played a destructive role in fanning the 

d ispute and promoting ri ot in their broadcast. Ethiopian offi cials have often described VOA's 

Amharic Service as the 'vo ice of the opposition', saying its broadcasts reveal an anti­

government bias . 

And after a repeated denial by different Ethiopian government offi cials the late Prime 

Minister admi tted that hi s administration was j amming the Voice of America's (VOA) 

broadcasts in Amharic, accusing the rad io station of engaging in "destabilising propaganda". 

And Prime Minister Meles Zenawi said Ethiopia had been testing j amming equipment, but 

there had been no formal decision to block the US station. The Prime Minister compared the 

radio transmiss ions to the broadcasts in Rwanda in the mid-1 990s that incited genocide. But 

VOA officials rejected the acc usation as incorrect and unfortunate. And the station added that 

the Amharic Service was required by law to provide accurate and obj ecti ve information 

(http: //news.bbc.co.uk). To find another way to reach its audience VOA began broadcasting 

to Ethiopia via sate llite after it jammed ,Uld sparked a diplomatic row. 
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In addition, VOA Amharic radio broadcast remained the topic of disagreement and 

complaints from the side of Ethiopian government. As recently revealed classified US 

diplomatic cables by Wikileaks indicated the radio' s activity was among the agendas 

di scussed by US officials and diplomats with Eth iopian government officials. Thi s indicates 

that the Ethiopian administrati on is not happy about the Amharic service. 

4.12. Role played by VOA 

VOA was set up during World War II to communicate America's messages to the rest of the 

world in more than 40 languages. According to the Charter and Principles of VOA the radio 

broadcast revo lve around serving the interests of the United States by broadcasti ng objective 

and fair news and information to the targeted audience. To this end it is working to wi n the 

respect of listeners. In particular the VOA broadcast to Ethiop ia ro le is a point of contention 

to different stake holders in US and Ethiop ia. At its early stages its role was to counter 

military government' s control of the media and Soviet influence in the Horn of Afri ca. In an 

article wri tten by once head of the Horn of Africa service puts; 

The role of JlOA 's Amharic Service, later the Horn of AIi-ica Service, 
played and continues fo play an important role in the politics of that region. 
Whether or nof fhis role is posifive or negative depends on where you are 
sifting. I will argue he thaI, .for the United Slales governmenf, fhe role 
played by VOA broadcasting to that region, has been detrimental not only 
to US .foreign policy inlerests, but fo fhe credibility o.f fhe VOA , and the 
long-term peace, sfability, and democralisation o.f a highly volalile and 
strategic region of A/i-ica (Annett Scheckler). 

When the role of VOA Amhari c service raised as a point of discussed different points can be 

stated from vari ous quarters that have an interest. We can identify four different stakeholders 

in regard to the radio broadcast. Here the owner of the station comes first because who have 

all the capacity to dictate the role, and the remaining three are from the receiving end, these 

are the Ethiopian government, the opposition parties and the public are who are always 

speaks abo ut the role of the VOA Amha ri c service. 
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While Ethiopia was under the military rule, the Cold War ideo logical rivalry between the 

West and the East the ro le of the radio broadcast was clear. It was to counter anti-US 

propaganda and to win acceptance among the population. As !-le i! (2003: 204) puts US 

officials had a higher interest to use VOA as weapon aga inst the rival super power USSR and 

they insist it in every opportunity they got. Phi lip N ico laides, a policy advisor on VOA, wrote 

a memo ' the only raiso n d 'etere for the VOA is to counter USSR propaganda by portraying it 

as the last great predatory empire on earth .... we must strive to destabilize the Soviet Union 

and its allies ... we should seek to drive wedges resentment and suspicious between the 

leadership of the vari ous communist bloc nations .... news shou ld be factual ly accurate. 

Credibili ty is all important. But we need not expatiate end lessly on stories which tend to put 

us or our all ies in a bad li gh t while glossing over stori es which di scredit the leadership of the 

communist nations.' 

But after the end of Cold War the role of the radio broadcast was in question. And the United 

States and most other countries stopped or reduced their involvement in international 

broadcasting because they started it solely to fight the co ld war. It is remembered that the 

reason to the recommendation to c losed VOA- Amharic was that it had outli ved its 

usefulness. According to the US embassy, VOA- Amhari c was a reli c of the Cold War era 

(Getachew, 2009: 1 04). 

After a ferrous struggle to close or keep VOA Amharic broadcast the new !-lorn Service 

brought additiona l new language services to Ethiopia (Afan Oromo and Tigregna). More than 

three decade old Amharic services staffs who speak the two languages also played an 

im portant role to begin the new programs. Tizi ta Belachew spoke Afan Oromo, and Adanech 

Fissehaye spoke Tigregna were the organi zers (!-le i! , 2003 :265). Thi s can be considered as a 

contribution of the Amhari c service. 
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On the other hand , until recently, the electronic media especially the fa r reaching radio 

broadcasts were controll ed by the government broadcasters. This also cou ldn ' t give the 

public a chance to get all the necessary information about po litical and socia l events in the 

country in an objective way. After the start of VOA Amharic serv ice many people listen to 

find new information and to verify any event they know from the other side . Almost all 

informants listen to VOA Amharic service to find out news, which are not covered in the 

local media. And the radio tried to feature all parti es involved in the news and programmes it 

produces. 

The government contro ll ed media mostly covered one sided reports about burning politica l 

and social issues. The audience still d idn 't have the chance to listen to the other side of any 

given news event. But as far as the parti es involved in the issue are wi lling to express their 

sides, li steners have a greater chance to get mo re balanced informat ion (:i'om VOA Amha ri c 

service. Th is made the rad io broadcast an alternative source of news and information fo r the 

Amharic li stening Ethiopian audience loca ll y and abroad (All personal inlerviewee5). 

In more than three decades of its ex istence, listeners reli ed on it as a source of news and 

information about Ethiopia. But this doesn't mean that it was the so le player in this regard. 

Though many people listen to local radio broadcast they also listened to international radios 

like VOA Amharic to find add itional information . Parti cularl y po litical groups who couldn ' t 

find a chance to air their view in the government contro l media used VOA to reach the 

public. This helped the radio broadcast to be li stened more in the time of po lit ical and social 

tensions li ke e lecti ons, political instabili ty and disasters. 

Since a large number of Ethiopians are li vi ng in the United States and other countri es living 

and worki ng in various capacities it also served as a forum to share their Knowledge, 

experience and stand on different soc ial and political issues that touches the life of Ethiopians 
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back home and in the diaspora. This gave the diaspora a chance to connect and involve in the 

activities Ethiopians are concerned. In this regard VOA Amharic was se rving the diaspora as 

forum to promote and contribute to Ethiopians (Personal interviewee A, 14'" April 20 14). 

After the Ethiopian government recognized freedom of the press, a number of newspapers 

and magazines were in circulation. And many of them used news and information about 

Ethiopia monitored from the VOA Amharic. 

Since we were new to the press activity with less or no experi ence to journalism the major 

source of information and a model to emulate was VOA Amharic service. The work of 

private press were not known before EPRDF came to power most newspaper and magazines 

were trying to learn the work by doing and coping other foreign media outlets. With a very 

few staff and a meagre resource to collect news and information to meet the deadline was 

very difficult therefore li stening and compiling news and other information from VOA 

Amharic one mcans to case the burden. Furthermore, quoting VOA was the safest and 

reliable source to avoid charges and complaints from different quarters (ibid). 

Still the private press used information fro m VOA Amharic in one way or another that they 

couldn ' t find by themselves. In addition, programs which feature the US democratic system, 

an extensive coverage about election and human rights had a role in developing democratic 

atti tude in the li steners of the radio broadcast (Personal interviewee A 14'" April 2014 and B 

14'" April 2014). Different perspectives on various political and soc ial topics also instigated 

an open discussion on among antagonistic groups in the country and diaspora. 

Though this radio broadcast reaches to the population that couldn't be overlooked, the 

government perspective on the role of VOA Amharic service is far more different from the 

other stakeholders on the broadcast. In different times senior Ethiopian government officials 

accused the radio broadcast as a mouth p,ece of the opposition, biased and unhelpful , 
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engaged in destabilizing and hate propaganda, and the late Prime Minister compared the 

VOA to a Rwandan radio station accused of stoking the 1994 genocide that killed about 

800,000 people (http://ed ition.cnn.com). On the bases of its complaints the Ethiopian 

government more most of the time not willing to take part in most di scussions and news 

pieces that needs its participation on VOA Amhari c. But some officia ls were available in 

Engli sh and Ti gregna language services of VOA to di scuss on issues of the country. Though 

they have repeatedl y tried to contact Ethiopian officia ls, the Amharic service staffs use other 

a lternative to make their stories balanced. They translate their responses from the other 

languages the offic ia ls were willing to respond. 

The program schedule and reviewed sample programs of VOA Amharic servIce clearl y 

indicate that the major focus of the broadcast lays on the news and news analysis programs. 

In the week days thi s segment of the broadcast covers at least half of the broadcast time. The 

news and ana lys is part mainly deals wi th issues about the relation between Ethiopian and US. 

But there are programs and discussions that deal with other political , economic and soc ial 

topics of Ethiopia and the US. 

In the news, news ana lysis and programs broad casted it is difficult to find the stand and 

interest of the United States government. Though it is not presented often in the Amharic 

broadcast, an edito ri al piece is presented to publicize the stand of the US government on 

different current issues. These editorials are usually presented at the end of the broadcast with 

a separated music j ingle express ing that the editorial is the reflection of the US government 

stand. This di stinctly separates it from the other contents. The VOA editorial is produced by 

US govenUllent agency to promote the interest and position of the government on the bases 

of the current situation in the US and other parts of the world. 
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On the bases of the va lues and principles, all language servIces wo rk to fulfil under the 

controlling body. Simi larly, in line with the professional ob li gation VOA- Amharic is 

believed working in furthering US public diplomacy effo rts. Curren tl y the program offers 

news and information to millions of VOA- Amharic li steners throughout Ethiopia. It also 

reaches Ethiopians in the diaspora through the Internet. The program covers US and world 

news, cultural highlights, and an in-depth coverage of social , political, and economic issues. 

It was reported that li stenership in Ethiopia 's rural areas has. increased. More than II percent 

o f Ethiopians tune to VOA- Amhari c every week (Getachew, 2009: 106). 

The program schedule and reviewed sample programs of VOA Am haric servIce clearly 

indicate that the maj or fOCllS of the broadcast lays on the news and news anal ysis programs. 

In the week days thi s segment of the broadcast covers at least half of the broadcast time. The 

news and analysis part mainly dea ls with issues about the relation between Ethiopiafl and US. 

But there are programs and di scuss ions that dea l with other political , economic and social 

topics of Ethiopia and the US. 

In the news, news analysis and programs broadcasted it is difficult to find the stand and 

interest of the United States government. Though it is not presented often in the Amharic 

broadcast, an editorial piece is presented to publicize the stand of the US government on 

different current issues. These editorials are usuall y presen ted at the end of the broadcast with 

a separated music j ingle expressing that the editorial is the reflection of the US government 

stand. Th is distinct ly separates it from the othe r contents. The VOA ed itorial is produced by 

US government agency to promote the interest and position of the government on the bases 

of the current situation in the US and other parts of the world. 
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CHAPTER FIVE 

5. Conclusions and Implication for Future Research 

Voice of America (VOA) Amharic service radio broadcast is sti ll one of the radio broadcasts 

from abroad to reach the Eth iopian audience. The radio broadcast was establi shed by the US 

governm ent to broadcast news and programs in Amharic from Washington DC in 1982. 

Beginning from 1996, the radio incl uded Afan Orom and Tigregna languages of Ethiopia in 

its broadcast language lists (He il ,L. Alan,.I r. 2003:266). 

In exploring the hi story and role of VOA Amhari c broadcasting in the two regimes of its 

ex istence, the filters Herman and Chomsky coi ned can be used. According to the filters the 

size, concentrated ownership, owner wealth, and profit orientation of the dominant mass-

media firms and Anticommunism as a national religion and control mechanism employed. 

In thi s regard , the relationship between the military regime and the current government of 

Ethiopia were separately examined. The VOII. Amharic service broadcast its contents. During 

the military regime the major objective of the radio broadcast was to weaken the communist 

military government through its anti-communist contents on the bases of the interest of the 

owner (US government) to contain the spread of communism to other counties of Africa. 

Though its news and programs were based factual events happened it was under ideo logical 

influence of the sponsoring country. It also served as an alternative source of news and 

information for the Amharic listeners during the dictatorial regime. Therefore, with all the 

Cold War, political ri val ry and influence the finding indicted that it served its aud ience as a 

source of information that one couldn ' t find from the government controlled local media. 

After the fall of the military regime, VOA Amharic broadcast continued its service to the 

Ethiopian audience. At that time, the ideologica l ri valry between the East and the West ended 

following the di sintegration of USSR. This heralded the end of ideo logical compet ition to 
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infl uence countri es . And uncleI' a single super power, the new world order and the 

globali zati on rhetoric controls the ai r wave from the western media. 

As the military gove rnment did, the new EPRD F led government started complaining about 

the operation of VOA Amharic service after it took power in Addis Ababa. As some 

informants and literature indicated that even the US diplomats also tried hard to close down 

the rad io broadcast by saying after the fa ll of the l11ilitary regime the need to keep the 

Amharic service is not necessary. This argument ind icates that the radio broadcast was 

mai nl y establ ished to undermine the communist military regime rather than serving the public 

as an alte rnative source of info rmation. But on the other hand , people who fo ught hard to 

keep the Amharic service focused on the other dimension of the station: to continue serving 

as an alternati ve source of informat ion about Ethiopia and the world . And many be lieved that 

VOA Amharic service is st ill servi ng as a source of news and information in a country where 

the govermnent is the major media operator though there are pri vate media outlets . 

Th is stud y tri ed to exam ine the hi story, role as well as the challenges in broadcasting VOA 

Amharic service in a changing po li tical context of Ethiop ian 's two governments. The rad io is 

playing its role as an alternative media outlet on the bases of its mission given by the charter 

and other journa li sm codes and principles . The charter allows VOA to serve as a consistentl y 

reli ab le and authoritative source of news, represent America's signifi cant thought and 

institutions and it present the policies of the United States clearly and effectively, and will 

also present responsible di scuss ions and op inion on cu rrent affa irs by giv ing more emphasi s 

to the interest of the US in any situation . So alongside serving as al ternati ve source of 

information to the targeted audience, it also has the mission to promote the policies and 

interest of the US government. The majo r problem of the mistrust of the Ethiop ian 

government towards the Amharic service remains the same. As a resu lt, mostly, the Ethiopian 

government officials are not wi lling to respond to the questions from the Amhari c service. 
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This creates a gap in the news and information from the broadcast that needs the participation 

of the Ethiopian government. 

The increasing number of li steners to the VOA Amharic service among Eth iopians, both at 

home and abroad is a clear indicator to the popularity of the radio broadcast and the need for 

more information about the country from the audience. So the solution to fix the broken 

relat ionship is for the Ethiopian government to use the charter and the journalistic codes and 

principles of the broadcast to substantiate its complaints. And to reverse the alleged biased 

reporting, the government should always take part to explain its side rather than refuse to 

appear on the Amharic service. Jamming the broadcast shouldn ' t be taken as an option as 

doing so may increase the demand for alternati ve information from the side of the li steners, 

and this act vio lates the constitutionally guaranteed citizens' right to get information. 

Rather the remedy should be making di verse and balanced information available to the public 

through the government contro lled and other media outlets and allowing more private radio 

stations which cover pertinent and opposing views fairl y in every aspect. This gives the 

audience a chance to select their information source and encourage trusting local media in 

their news and information regarding events in the country. These all contribute to the 

development of a democrati c system. But until then, VOA Amharic service will remain as an 

alternative source of information to its li steners establi shed in the past three decades. 

Further studies on different aspects of VOA Amharic service activities can help understand 

the broadcasting service more and this particular study will initiate others to find out abo ut 

the contents broad casted on different services of VOA radio to Eth iopia. Though VOA 

Amharic service has been on air for more than three decades researches made on it are very 

limited and it 's important to study it further since it has far reaching influence among its 
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audience. To thi s end this study can serve as a spring board to future studies on VOA 

Amhari c service. 
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(location withhe ld) 

8. Interviewee C, a VOA Amhar ic journalist, 5th 20 14, (location withhe ld) 

9. Interv iewee D, a retired VOA Amhari c journali st, 3'd May 20 14, via email , USA 
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ANNEXA 

VOA's broadcasting Standards and Principles 

As an international broadcaster VOA put in place a detai led broadcasti ng standards and 

principles that orig inate from the charter which governs the activities of VOA. Broadcasting 

Board of Governance (BBG) is a body which monitors these standards and princip les 

practiced properly in the day to day activities of different language broadcasters under VOA. 

To have the overview of thi s standards and principles let's have a look on the major points 

Broadcasting Standards 

• Be cons istent with the broad fo reign policy objectives of the United States 

• Be consistent with the international telecommunications poli cies and treaty 

obligations of the United States 

• Not duplicate the activities of pri vate United States broadcasters 

• Not duplicate the activities of government supported broadcasting entities of other 

democrati c nations 

• Be conducted In accordance with the highest profess ional standards o f broadcast 

journalism 

• Be based on reliable in formation about its potentia l audience 2 

• Be designed so as to effectively reach a sign ificant aud ience 

• Promote respect fo r human ri ghts, including freedom of re ligion 
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Broadcasting Principles 

• News which is consistentl y re liable and authoritative, accurate, object ive, and 

comprehensive 

• A balanced and comprehensive projection of United States thought and institutions, 

reflecti ng the di versity of United States culture and soc iety 

• Clear and effecti ve presentat ion of the policies, including editori als, broadcast by the 

Voice of Ameri ca, which present the views of the United States Government 3 and 

responsible di scuss ion and opinion on those polic ies 

• The capabil ity to provide a surge capacity to support Un ited States foreign policy 

objectives during crises abroad 4 

• Programming to meet needs which remain unserved by the total ity of media vo ices 

available to the people of certain nations 

• Informat ion about developments in each significant region of the world 

• A variety of opinions and vo ices from within particu lar nations and regions prevented 

by censorsh ip or repress ion from speaking to their fe llow countrymen 

• Reliable research capacity to meet the criteria under thi s section 

These are the standards and principles any language service broadcast in VOA should st rict ly 

follow in perform ing the ir day today activit ies . (http://www.bbg.gov) 
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Journalistic Code 

Since its establi shment, the Voice of Ameri ca wo rk hard to build a global reputation as a 

consistentl y reli ab le source of news and information. Accuracy, balance, comprehensiveness, 

and objecti vity a re attri butes audiences around the worl d have come to expect of VOA 

broadcasters and their product. 

Adhering to the princip les outlined in the Charter, VOA reporters and broadcasters must 

strive for accuracy and objectivi ty in all their work. They do not speak for the U.S . 

government. They accept no treatment or assistance from U. S. government officials or 

agencies that is more favorable or less fa vorable than that granted to staff of private-sector 

news agencies. Furthermore, VOA professionals, careful to preserve the integri ty of their 

organization, strive for excellence and avo id imbalance or bias in their broadcasts. 

Broadcasting accurate, balanced and complete information to the people of the wo rl d, and 

parti cularly to those who are denied access to accurate news, serves the national interest and 

is a powerful source of inspiration and hope for all those who be lieve in freedom and 

democracy. 

The Code 

Soul-cing: VOA news and programmll1g must be ri gorously sourced and verified. VOA 

normall y requ ires a minimum of two independent (non-VOA) sources befo re any news 

writer, background writer, political affairs writer, correspondent, or stringer may broadcast 

informati on as fact in any language. 

The onl y except ions to the double-source requirement are facts directl y confirmed by a VOA 

journali st, or significant news drawn fro m an offi cial announcement of a nation or an 

organ ization. In those rare instances when a secondary source offers exclusive s ignificant 
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news (e.g. , a veri fied news agency exc lusive interview with a chief of state or prominent 

newsmaker), thi s story is attributed to the originat ing agency by name. 

Accuracy and Balance: Accuracy and balance are paramount , and together, they are VOA's 

highest priority. Accu racy always comes before speed in VOA central service and language 

programming. VOA has a lega l obligation to present a comprehensive description of events, 

reporting an issue in a reliable and unbiased way. Though funded by the U.S. government, 

VOA airs all re levant facts and opinions on important news events and issues. VOA corrects 

errors or omissions in its own broadcasts at the earli est opportunity. 

Fairness : VOA has, in the words of the Founding Fathers, "a decent respect for the opinions 

of mankind. " VOA is required to present a full and fa ir account of events. VOA broadcasters 

eva luate information so lely on its merits, re jecting incitements to violence, sensationali sm, 

personal value judgments, or misleading emphases. Attributions are specific and complete . 

Context and Comprehensiveness 

VOA presents a comprehensive account of America and the world, and puts events in 

context. That means constant vigilance to refl ect America's, and the world's, politica l, 

geograph ical , cultura l, ethnic, religious, and soc ial di versity. VOA programming represents 

the broadcast team's best effort to seek out and present a comprehensive account of the event 

or trend being reported. 

Procedures 

When performi ng offi c ial duties, VOA broadcasters leave the ir personal po litical views 

behind. The accuracy, quality, and cred ibility of the Voice of Ameri ca are its most important 

assets, and they rest on listeners' perception of VOA as an objective source of world , 

regional, and U.S. news and info rmati on (http ://www. insidevoa .com). 
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ANNEXB 
Amharic p,'ogram schedule 

Every evening from 9PM to 10PM the Amharic service broadcasts its news and information 

contents throughout the week and adds a 30 minutes morning broadcast when there is an 

emergency (e lections, li ke confli cts and natural di sasters). The program schedule has a wide 

vari ety of contents alongs ide news and news analys is in the weekdays. The following li st will 

give a glimpse on a daily bases about VOA Amharic service content and focus. 

- Monday: 

'News a bulletin of news events loca l and international events 

'News Analysis, detail report and interview on major topic or topics of the day local or 

international 

*Ii steners ' comment present li steners' reaction on topics covered and op ll1lOn on different 

issues (via phone and email) 

*Sports, a roundup of sports activities 

* African Topics, deal s with the major event or topic that took place in Africa 

'Health, presents a piece on a wide range of health issues 

Tuesday: 

*News, a bulletin of news events loca l and international events 

*News Analysis, detail report and interview on major topic or topics of the day local or 

international 

' li steners' comment present li steners' reaction on topics covered and opin ion on different 

issues (v ia phone and email) 

*Business & economics, mainly focus on local issues of business and economics 

* Ask the Doctor, features doctors to answer questions of li steners' on their hea lth concerns 

'Agriculture, presents a wide range of farming issues 
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ANNEXC 

VOA Amharic F.-cqucncics 

The Amhari c service airs dail y fo r an hour in the evening from 9PM to I OPM on the 
frequencies below: 

9700 on the 3 I-meter band 

11 520, 11 905, 11 925 & 12140 on the 25-meter band 

13870 on the 22-meter band 

Fol lowing the repeated jamming and after the Ethiopian government openl y confirmed its 
desire and effort to jam VOA Amharic broadcast, the rad io stat ion has come up with another 
way to reach its li steners by devisi ng another way of broadcasti ng. Via a satellite to those 
who have the receiver. To access the new audio channel on the Arabsat satellite: 

Satellite: Arabsat 26% East 

Downlink Frequency: 11 .938 Gllz 

FEC: 3/4 

Symbol Rate: 27.5 MSym/s 

Downlink Polarization: Vertica l 

VC: 54411 Land IR 
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