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Abstract 

The overall objective of this study was to investigate the changing and hidden aspects of early 
marriage arrangements among the peasant communities of Fogera Woreda in South Gondar 
Administrative Zone of Amhara National Regional State. More specifically, the study was aimed 
at exploring the nature of early marriage arrangements, identifoing major reasons for early 
marriage and its hidden arrangement procedures, exploring the role of community based 
organizations in promoting the hidden arrangement procedures of early marriage, and 
identifoing the role of local government institutions in preventing the current hidden 
arrangements of early marriage in the study area. To achieve these objectives both primary and 
secondary data sources were employed. 

This study mainly relied on ethnographic data gathered through a combination of qualitative 
research methods such as key informant and in-depth personal interviews, focus group 
discussions, case studies and personal observation. The study participants were early married 
girls and women, parents, grand-parents, council of elders and knowledgeable individuals, 
religious leaders, local level government institutional leaders, health officers and Woreda 
officials. Finally, the data gathered through various sources were organized and analyzed 
thematically by using triangulation to increase the reliability and validity of the research 
findings. 

Pertaining to the major findings of the study, the trend of early marriage arrangements among 
the studied peasant communities has changed from the public wedding feasts to the hidden 
ceremonies taking place in the name of social and religious gatherings and other events. 
Regarding the prevalence of the hidden arrangements of early marriage, the extended case 
studies, key informants as well as focus group discussants revealed that such mechanisms of 
early marriage arrangements are very common. 

The study has also identified reasons for early marriage and its hidden arrangement procedures. 
The major reasons include: (J) economic factors related with parents' socio-economic status; (2) 
socio-cultural reasons such as parents' fear of their daughters' loss of virginity before marriage 
and related social stigmas, parents' fear of the qomo qar (being unmarriageable) stigma for their 
daughters, parents' desire to have a male guardian for their daughter and their desire to 
continue and extend their family line; (3) parents' lack of hope in formal education; and (4) 
female-headed heads' desire to get male protection and male labor force. The ethnographic data 
further revealed that currently early marriage arrangements are taking place in a hidden 
manner. Early marriage arranging parents and the early marriage facilitators try to disguise it 
through social, religious and other events because they are well aware of the illegality of the 
practice. The local community members also collaborate to hide the early marriage arrangements 
of other parents because they also want to arrange their daughters' marriage in the same way, 
which is the best option designed by the members of the local community since the formal laws 
forbid the practice. 

This study concludes by suggesting the needfor further study on the issue at hand with particular 
emphasis on how to fill the gap between socio-cultural values and economic realities of the rural 
peasant communities and the laws legislating against the practice in the Amhara National 
Regional State. 
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CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1. Background of the Study 

Birth, marriage and death are the rites of passage in most people's lives. But only one - marriage 

_ is a matter of Choice (UNICEF, 2001:4) and consent between spouses should be "the corner 

stone of any marriage" (Guday, 2005:32). Marriage and the family are also universal and oldest 

institutions in which all societies recognized in some form or another (Opler, 1943; Outhwaite, 

1981; Olson & DeFrain, 2000; Cherlin, 2002). The major function of marriage is primarily to 

regulate the need of sexual activity (Opler, 1943; Bohannan & Middleton, 1968; Outhwaite, 

1981) and to process of procreation (Dominican, 1995). However, Holy (1996) argued that one 

can have sex without marriage, one cannot, or at least one is not expected, to have marriage 

without sex. 

Marriage is a socially recognized and approved union between individuals, who could hand over 

to one another with the expectation of a stable and lasting intimate relationship. It begins with a 

ceremony known as a wedding, which is normally considered as a means of union for the 

marriage partners (Microsoft Encarta, 2009). It is also seen as the end goal of teenage romance 

and sex, a solemn and joyful assertion of custom and tradition, or a secure and respectable means 

of bringing up the next generation (Sweetman, 2003:2). 

Consequently marriage looms are important in the life of a society, and thus merits so much 

anthropological attention, precisely because it is never merely an affair of kinship; it is never 

simply the execution of the rule but the strategy and logic whereby societies insure their future 

(LiPuma, 1983). Thus, marriage, it seems fair to say, can be known only in terms of the 

pragmatic interests whom people hold dear and the complex of conditions which shape their 

realization (ibid). 

Some anthropologists emphasized that "first world" or "industrialized" societies are at variance 

from the rest because there is so little economic glue to hold the couples together. Here, romantic 

love is seen as a convenient contributor or prime factor of marriage (Pocs 1992: 12). On the 
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contrary, in the "third world" countries, the case is so different and mainly based on the good will 

of the parents. In the case of Ethiopia, primarily in rural communities, arranged marriage, 

probably, early marriage considered as a normal way of carrying out social obligations (Alemante 

2004:2). 

For the deep understanding of any aspect of the social life of an African people, i.e. economic, 

political or religious, it is essential, mainly to anthropologists, to have knowledge of their system 

of kinship and marriage (Radcliffe-Brown & Forde, 1970). Moreover, the institution of marriage 

is closely related to kinship and the family (Nwannobi , 1992) as well as that enables a child to 

have a socially recognized mother and father (Bohannan & Middleton, 1968; Nwannobi, 1992). 

Throughout the literature reviews early marriage or "child" marriage is either one or both of the 

married couple being under the age of 18 years old. Thus, early marriage is the marriage of 

children and adolescents below the age of 18. WHO defines adolescence as a period of gradual 

transition from childhood to adulthood as the age group ranging from 10- 19. On this basis, any 

marriage before 18 will clearly be early marriage. Thus, both a girl and a boy is forced to marry 

in their teens or even pre-teens (Sweetman 2003) before they have attained full maturity and 

capacity to act (Otoo-Oyortey & Pobi, 2003). For that reason the primary focus of this study 

was to examine and analyze the changing and hidden pattern of early marriage in Fogera 

Woreda of South Gondar in Amhara National Regional State. Furthermore, even in those 

societies where early marriage is common, very few boys enter marriage compared to girls on 

their minor age and the consequences and the burden of responsibilities is much higher in girls 

than boys (UNICEF, 2001). As a result, this study examined the changing and hidden 

arrangement pattern of early marriage in relation to girls with reference to Kuahr Mikael and 

Zeng Mikael Peasant Associations (PAs). 

The study by the National Committee on Traditional Practices in Ethiopia (NCTPE, 1997) in 

SCD, MoE & MoWA (2008) revealed that early marriage is practiced in Amhara (82%), Tigray 

(79%), Benishangul-Gumuz and Gambella (64%). Furthermore, the similar survey report 

respondents revealed that 62% in Amhara, 53% in Tigray, 51 % in Addis Ababa and 50% in 

Benishangul-Gumuz married before the age of 15. In addition, the Ethiopian Demographic and 
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Health Survey (2005) report in Pathfinder (2006) stated that 13% of girls in Ethiopia are married 

by the age of 15 and 66% of girls married before the age of 18. 

Early marriage is a deep-rooted practice with a very high rate of occurrence mainly among the 

peasant communities of the north and central highlands (UNICEF, 2001). In line to this, the 

Amhara National Regional State Women' s Affairs Office (ANRSWAO, 2003) in Guday 

(2005:44) stated that "early marriage is most common in the Amhara Region where the rate of 

urbanization is less than 9%". 

In the Amhara Region, despite its "consequences, deep-rooted traditions compel families to 

continue the practice of early marriage" (Pathfinder 2006). There is also an old traditional 

concern that if a girl becomes too old for marriage, it will represent a failure on the part of her 

parents (ibid). Furthermore Heinonen (2002) in Guday (2005) argued that customs and traditions 

"can be understood as manmade doctrines, beliefs, practices, or stories that are passed from 

generation to generation, orally or by example". Sweetman (2003) explained the issue in relation 

to marriage by using Ethiopian proverb as 'A woman and an empty house are never alone for 

long.' 

The study was carried out in Fogera Woreda of the Amhara National Regional State of Ethiopia. 

It is located in the Northwestern part of the country and has 11 Administrative Zones; including 

South Gonder, where the study area is found. Accordingly, by taking different points in to 

consideration, the study was carried out in Kuahr Mikael and Zeng Mikael Peasant Associations 

(PAs) of Fogera Woreda in South Gondar Zone. 

1.2. Statement of the Problem 
Age at marriage is a significant factor in the lives of girls/women, mainly in their fertility and the 

status they get in the course of marriage. However, the practice of early marriage for girls without 

their will and free choice is a major means of parental empowerment of decisions on their life. 

Hence, the girls get the status and position of womanhood with marriage and childbearing at an 

early age, because unmarriedness is a "disgraceful and a humiliating act" (Pathfinder, 2006). 
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Early marriage has long been practiced in Ethiopia, mainly in Amhara Regional State and its 

highest prevalence is justified by certain surveys and national reports (e.g. UNICEF, 2001; 

Tilahun, 2005; Pathfinder, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009; SCD, MoE & MoWA, 2008). There is, 

however, very little data on the practice in the region and there is no detailed data in the changing 

and hidden arrangement pattern of early marriage. Moreover, the arrangement and marriage 

processes in a specific areas sub merged in a national data without specific considerations, as the 

study of UNICEF (2001 :17) explained "marriage at a very young age is more widespread than 

country data suggest". Accordingly this study tried to specifically examine the hidden and 

changing arrangement pattern of early marriage in the two PAs of Fogera Woreda. 

Even though the revised family law (2000) of the country asserted that the minimum age for first 

marriage is 18 years both for girls and boys, Ethiopia is among the forerunners to face the 

practice of early marriage globally. The Amhara Regional State is among the principal line at the 

national level and it is clearly a stronghold for the practice (SCD, MoE & MoW A, 2008). 

Moreover, the study of Inter-African Committee (1993) in UNICEF (2001) affirmed that early 

marriage in Ethiopia is "unavoidable part of life". Early marriage is, therefore, a deep-rooted 

practice with a very high rate of occurrence mainly among the peasant communities of the north 

and central highlands (Tilahun, 2005). By the same token, Erulkar, et.a!' (2004) acknowledged 

that in Amhara Region the most extreme forms of child marriage are practiced. While much of 

the arrangements and changing patterns of early marriage remain concealed millions of children 

and young people, particularly girls suffer negative consequences (UNICEF 2001) such as on 

education (Guday, 2005) and reproductive health problems (Alemante, 2004). 

Even though studies or researches were carried out and conducted on the consequence of early 

marriage, none of them are conducted in the study area, and no study to date did deeply examine 

and disclose the hidden arrangement procedure of early marriage. Most of the researches and 

national surveys raised the issue of early marriage on the basis of its consequences. Moreover, 

they focus on the causes of early marriage in a quantitative approach. Thus, there is no as such 

empirical and qualitative study held in Fogera Woreda in relation to early marriage in general and 

the hidden and changing arrangements of it in particular. Accordingly, the researcher believes 

that it is better to understand a society in-depth than to see the causes generally. Moreover, most 
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of the previous researches viewed the practice of early marriage, both in the country and study 

area level, from the surface of its causes and consequences. Such studies do not reveal how and 

why early marriage is conducted by parents in a hidden way that it appears to deceptive and 

unidentifiable for the executive body to impact the "illegal" actors of the practice. 

Most of the researches in this area were carried out in quantitative analysis of data which mostly 

reveals the explicit nature and existence of early marriage. Concerned governmental bodies also 

focus on issues that are observed externally. Nevertheless, in most cases they overlook the on­

goings than examining the in-depth circumstances of early marriage. Thus, they only present the 

mere existence of early marriage which could be punishable before the court of the law. Hence, 

people conduct it in a disguised manner since they are well aware that there would be some harm 

otherwise. 

Another fact is that, most researchers do not realize how exactly marriage is viewed among the 

society in the study area in particular and in the Amhara Region in general. They also show 

reluctance over handling whether or not the justification given by the community members about 

early marriage is sensible. In most cases researches simply concentrate on the reality that 

daughters at an early age are being dragged into marriage. This, perhaps, could be done from the 

legal point of view of the country, which does prohibit marriage of girls under the age of 18. 

Moreover, most of the researches base their findings on the consequences of early marriage 

directly on the girls. 

Consequently early marriage, mainly marrying off children before they reach the age of eighteen 

remains contentious. The major change which exists in the current situation is the hidden 

arrangement procedure of early marriage. However, the marriage does not appear apart from the 

previous socio-cultural context, values and norms. When it is viewed from its broader social and 

cultural context, it takes a different meaning, and local communities demonstrate a different 

understanding and do not necessarily consider it as a violation of the personal rights of 

girls/women. And hence the practice is a mechanism in the continuity of family line and 

maintenance of parental order. 
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This study, unlike other researches, focuses on exposing the justifications behind early marriage 

conducted in the study area. It also attempts to inspect the actual perception of this particular 

community in terms of the belief in performing early marriage despite the fact that it is banned by 

law. The other academic gap that could be filled in the course of this study could be the view that 

reveals why and how families organize early marriage in a hidden manner. 

Therefore, the under-researched issue of the hidden and changing arrangements of early marriage 

in the study area in particular and in the country in general makes this study unique. Accordingly, 

this ethnographic study is believed to fill the aforementioned research gaps. 

1.3. Objectives of the Study 

1.3.1. General Objective 

The overall objective of this study was to investigate and examine the changing and hidden 

aspects of early marriage arrangements among the peasant communities of Amhara Region with 

particular emphasis on Kuahr Mikael and Zeng Mikael Peasant Associations (PAs) in Fogera 

Woreda of South Gondar, Northwestern Ethiopia. 

1.3.2. Specific Objectives 

The study has the following specific objectives: 

~ To explore the nature of early marriage arrangements in the study area. 

~ To identify major reasons for early marriage and its changing and hidden arrangement 

procedures among the peasant communities of the study area. 

~ To explore the role of community based organizations (CBOs) in promoting the hidden 

and changing arrangement procedures of early marriage. 

~ To identify the role of community and religious leaders and other community members in 

preventing the current hidden arrangements of early marriage in the study area. 
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1.4. Research Methodology 

This qualitative study was developed by the researcher in consultation with the research advisor 

and after reviewing the literature on early marriage in line with the research objectives of the 

study. 

The study also used basic concepts and approaches of anthropological ethnography, as 

ethnography is defined as a culture studying culture. Accordingly, the participant observer comes 

to social situations with twofold purposes: to engage in activities appropriate to the situation and 

to observe the activities, people and physical aspects of the situation. Thus, a participant observer 

is "both insider and outsider simultaneously" (Spradley, 1980). Moreover, the researcher was, 

also in line with the principle of Spradley (1980) that participant observers formulate specific 

ethnographic questions and then ask themselves these questions thereby coming-up with answers 

from field notes or new observations or in many cases, after several periods of field investigation. 

Thus, this study presented an analysis of data from research sites in Kuahr Mikael and Zeng 

Mikael PAs and through key informant and in-depth interviews and focus group discussions. The 

research instruments were designed at the initial stage, through stiff efforts with the advisor, and 

successfully implemented in the field with selected research participants. Most of the participants 

were females and informal interaction and learning of everything about their lives was tried to 

achieve in each moment of the field stay. Interview and focus group discussions were made based 

on the pre-prepared themes of interview and focus group guides (see Appendix 1 & 2). These 

themes were about the background information, the nature of early marriage, major reasons for 

early marriage arrangements and the role of CBOs and other institutions in promoting and 

preventing early marriage practices in the study area. 

1.4.1. Data Sources 
The research employed different methods of data collection based on the situation. These include 

primary and secondary data collection methods. However the research relied on primary data 

sources. The main primary data collection methods were: key informant interviews, in-depth 

interviews (case studies and/or life stories), and focus group discussions through observation. The 

study participants were girls and women, grandparents, parents and daughters, council of elders 
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and knowledgeable individuals, different institutional heads and members in the PAs, health 

officers and Woreda officials. Thus, a total of 27 key informant interviews, 20 in-depth 

interviews and 10 focus group discussions were conducted (see Appendix 1, 2 & 3). 

The researcher selected key informants for primary data collection based on the criteria outlined 

by Tremblayi (1989) in Marshall (1996). These were: (1) Role in community (their formal role 

which exposes them to the kind of information being sought by the researcher). (2) Knowledge 

(the absorbed and meaningful information of informants). (3) Willingness (good communication 

and cooperation). (4) Communicability (they should be able to communicate their knowledge in 

intelligible manner). (5) Impartiality (key informants should be objective and unbiased). Thus, 

the extent to which each of the criteria is met is likely to determine the usefulness of the 

information gained by the researcher (ibid). 

Moreover, all the interviews and focus group discussions were carried out at homes, farming 

places, churches, school compounds and in different social gatherings. Interviews were an 

average 35 minutes (Minimum time was 20 minute and Maximum time 1 hr.). The Interviews 

were audio-taped and notes were attentively taken. Tape recording was possible to all interviews 

and focus group discussions. The recorder was set up prior to the interview and the tape recorder 

was visible to all the participants. Every question of the study has been accepted and well 

answered. 

In short the primary data collection tools are expressed below: 

A. Key informant Interviews 

Through this nondirective, unstructured, non-standardized and open-ended method the following 

participants were addressed: Woreda and PA officials, Health officers, different institutional 

leaders council of elders and heads of female students' advisory committee and others (see , 

Appendix 3). Accordingly, this method enabled the researcher to understand and examine their 

points of view. Moreover, through this method, the life histories and generational analysis of 

community members were gathered. In all instances, the researcher treated himself as a learner 

because he was convinced that they were the experts on the issue at hand. 
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Besides, since the issue was sensitive, the researcher gets much information about the hidden 

arrangement of early marriage through informal ethnographic interviews. Spradley (1980) makes 

a clear distinction between informal and formal ethnographic interviews. Accordingly, informal 

ethnographic interview occurs whenever an ethnographer asks someone a question during the 

course of participant observation. Whereas a formal ethnographic interview usually occurs at an 

appointed time and results from a specific request to hold the interview. As a result, this enabled 

the researcher to get the required information from a wide range of people. 

B. Case Studies 

The case studies were done through in-depth interviewing. For qualitative research, interviewing 

is flexible and dynamic, and is therefore described as in-depth interviewing. In-depth 

interviewing is thus explained as repeated face-to-face encounters between the researcher and 

participants, directed towards understanding informants ' perspectives on their lives, experiences, 

or situations as expressed in their own words (Ehigie & Ehigie, 2005). 

Early married girls and/or women were selected and their life stories were recorded and narrated 

to achieve the research objectives. Accordingly, a total of 20 in-depth interviews were conducted 

with early married female grandparents, parents and children. These interviews helped the 

researcher gain a crucial understanding of early married grandparents', parents' and children' s 

experience and memories as a member of the community. In this regard, the selection of 

interviewees was based on the key informants' and community elders' direction. Consequently, 

each of the 20 girls and/or women in the study offered their oral history and life after the 

marriage, which are useful for the analysis and the selected cases were presented in each themes 

of the thesis (see Appendix 3). Thus, the study believed that, the stories of early married girls 

and/or women were part of the communal way of life, their history and voice is relevant as it tells 

their story as part of their society'S way oflife and social order. 

The researcher also used specific probes under many themes that were: under life history he 

probed for turning points, anything lacking in life, any regrets, and how the life patterns 

connected to the historical and current marriage arrangement patterns. Accordingly, probing 

questions encouraged participants to reflect more deeply on the meaning of their responses. 
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Hence, their marriage life stories, which geared from in-depth interviews were tape recorded and 

narrated in each themes of the study. 

c. Focus Group Discussions 

A focus group discussion (FGD) is a type of group in-depth interview. It involves interaction 

among a small group of people with common identifiable characteristics, which respond to and 

build on what others in the group have said. Every participant is encouraged to express his or her 

views on each topic raised and also to respond to the views expressed by the other participants 

(Ehigie & Ehigie, 2005). 

Thus, the FGDs of the study embraced male and female household heads, early married girls, 

community elders and knowledgeable individuals. As a result, 10 FGD 's were carried out (see 

Appendix 2). After each discussion, the researcher summarized the findings from the discussions. 

Tape recording was used as an instrument and at the same time the researcher conscientiously 

took notes. Each FGD was on a fixed homogenous number of 3 participants. The homogeneous 

FGD discussants were parents, early married girls, council of elders and knowledgeable 

individuals of the community. 

The researcher used FGDs to capture the informants' attitudes, feelings, and beliefs as well as 

their experiences in the study area and their feedbacks to the research questions. Furthermore, to 

get all the participants during the FGD sessions, the researcher used social gatherings as a better 

situation to fix a time for a discussion. Though it took time to arrange the meeting, it helped the 

researcher to get relevant information, after an arrangement, within a short period of time. Each 

FGDs took a maximum of 90 minutes and a minimum of 50 minutes. The FGDs were held in 

'natural' settings for community gatherings and generally took place outdoors in the shade of a 

tree, in a public space like in the PAs and school compounds. 

D. Personal Observation 

In this study non-participant observations were held. Thus it was used as a noninteractive strategy 

for collecting ethnographic data which allowed the researcher to gather information with little or 

no exchange with the study participants. Thus role of the researcher here was observing and 

10 



attending events very carefully without taking part. Moreover, the researcher tried to attentively 

observe and participate in the daily life of the society. The researcher also believed that it helped 

to dig-out inaccessible or surreptitious issues of early marriage which could not be accessed 

through other methods. Ehigie & Ehigie (2005) further noted as observation entails the 

systematic noting and recording of events, behaviors, and artifacts (objects) in the social setting 

chosen for study. The observational record is frequently referred to as field notes-detailed , 

nonjudgmental, concrete descriptions of what has been observed. 

Pelto and Pelto (1978) in LeCompte and Goetz (1982) added that, as a category separate from 

participant observation, non-participant observation involves merely watching what is going on 

and recording events on the spot. As a completely distinct category, nonpa11icipant observation 

exists only where interaction is viewed from hidden cameras and recorders or through one-way 

mirrors. Whenever researchers are observing on the scene, they acquire some role and status. 

Thus, the ethnographic data collection time is based on the observational model of Spradley 

(1980). First, I made a general observation and then immersed my self into the community 

through time. Furthermore, Spradley (1980) disclosed that participant observation begins with 

wide descriptive observations, although these continue until the end of the fieldwork . The 

emphasis shifts from too focused observations to selective observation. 

In addition, during the in-depth interviews and focus group discussion times the researcher 

attentively observed the facial expressions, movements and feelings of the study participants. 

1.5. Fieldwork Experience and Methods of Data Analysis 

1.5.1. Fieldwork Experience 

I conducted 8 weeks of ethnographic fieldwork in the two purposely selected peasant associations 

(PAs) of Fogera Woreda. The two PAs were Kuahr Mikael and Zeng Mikael. The fieldwork was 

done from 11th of January, 2010 to March 8th
, 2010. During this time, different activities have 

been conducted. These activities were carried out with smooth relationship with community 

members, because social relationships are seen as a basic instrument in anthropological research. 

According to Zaharlick (1992) an ethnographer collaborating with another person or persons, 
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variously called subjects, respondents, consultants, or informants, creates ocial relationships 

within which exchanges of information occur. 

Consequently this study mainly relied on qualitative research methods to gather the relevant 

primary data through active observation. Furthermore, this particular observation enabled the 

researcher to dig out the day to day lives of the community members through "participation". As 

Flick (2002) asserted, qualitative research methodology is developed in the social sciences to 

enable researchers to study social and cultural phenomena and it is designed to help the 

researchers to understand people and the socio-cultural context within which they live. It also 

allows the researchers to view events, actions, norms, values from the perspective of the people 

who are being studied. 

Hence, I attempted to not totally influence and stick by etic perspective, rather I tried to know, 

learn and understand the community members from their point of view, because they are experts 

on their culture. In a plain language, understanding the reasons of the parents for their 

arrangement of early marriage in a hidden manner should take a priority and I went to the field 

with a free mind. 

Accordingly, in the first week of the ethnographic fieldwork, I had to get the permission and 

good will of the Woreda administrative officer. After giving the supports letter from the Social 

Anthropology's Department to the Woreda administrative office, the office wrote a letter to 

different institutions in the selected peasant associations. Then copies of the administrative 

endorsement were carried and shown to the institution heads in the PAs to get their authenticity 

in the research process. 

At that time, I also made a key informant interviews with different officials and institution heads 

at the Woreda level. Basically, this interview and exposure with the issue enabled me to select the 

two PAs study areas from among the 28 PAs in the Woreda. Then I went to the selected PAs and 

made key informant interviews with health extension workers, P A leaders, school principals, 

gender activists, council of elders, knowledgeable individuals, religious fathers or leaders, CBO 

leaders and coordinators. Moreover, I contacted potential participants of the study, after my 
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engagement in the study community as one of their members, and then I introduced the objective 

of the study and explained what their involvement would entail. In doing so, my research 

assistant in the Kuahr Mikael and my family members in the Zeng Mikael PAs helped me a lot. 

Hence the study focused on obtaining data from a couple of primary data sources which are key 

informants, case study informants (the early married girls) and focus group discussants. The key 

informants provided detailed and historical based information concerning issues of the changing 

and hidden aspects of early marriage arrangements. They also provide the changing feature of 

early marriage arrangements of the study area through time. In addition to that they were 

directing me towards the target case study early married girls. However, it has been a bit difficult 

to approach the case study girls in order to collect first hand information for they are too reluctant 

to be asked because their marriage is arranged in a disguised manner. They do not feel easy to tell 

the goings-on in their lives since they are well aware that their marriage is arranged "illegally". 

However through different reasons I could able to approach early married girls and convinced 

them about the academic purpose of their contribution. Accordingly my blood relatives in Zeng 

Mikael P A helped me in the easy going of the research process. In Kuahr Mikael , on the other 

hand, I had to manipulate a way to find a host family by discussing issues with the P A officials. I 

have succeeded in finding a host family where I found moderators who assisted me in contacting 

several early married girls in the study area. 

Accordingly during the second week of the fieldwork, I got myself more immersed in the lives of 

the community and was able to manage things alone. Fortunately, it was not difficult to immerse 

in the community because they treated everybody as their own member. Moreover, the Ethiopian 

epiphany celebration helped me to know community members and introduced myself easily. 

Accordingly, I was able to attend the day to day activities of the community members and 

participated in different local religious and social ceremonies, like, Tamaqiif, ziikar, fiizkiir, 

mahabiir, siinbiife, krastanna, and so on. 
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After the second week, I got myself as being one of their members in many instances and I was 

fully confident to handle my research process alone. Thus, for the last six weeks of field stay the 

following activities have been conducted: 

./' I attended the day to day activity of the community members in the house, ploughing 

places, institutional cessions and meetings, religious and social gatherings and so on. I 

was also invited as one of their members in the coffee ceremony. Fortunately, this was the 

best place to hear and attend the social life easily. Moreover, coffee ceremony discussions 

served me as a mini mirror to know the community's life . 

./' I made key informant interviews, in-depth interviews and FGDs with selected key 

participants . 

./' I was able to witness the covert part of the society, and the hidden arrangement patterns of 

early marriage. 

Through the process of data collection, all participants of the study were asked on their 

participation in the study. When the individuals agreed to participate, an appointment was 

scheduled to conduct an interview and focus group di scussions. Moreover, the in-depth 

interviews of early married girls took place in a neutral situation chosen in order to care for them 

from detection in the study by others. Additionally, all the focus group discussions and interviews 

were conducted by the working language of the state, Amharic. The interviews were audiotaped 

to ensure accuracy of responses and then transcribed which took several days. The information 

audiotaped from early married girls was deleted after transcription. 

With regards to primary data collection procedures, the focus group discussions were scheduled 

during the time of social gatherings, mainly after Sunday church ceremony. Interviews with key 

informants (Woreda and PA officials, Woreda and PA health institution heads, religious and 

CBO leaders, council of elders, student advisory committee heads, see also Appendix 2 & 3) 

were done at the individuals' homes, work places, in church, schools and on the farmland at 

times that were convenient for them. Most of the interviews were taped, with the permission of 

the participants, and later transcribed and translated. Field notes were also taken at each interview 

and focus group discussion. Some of the key informants trusted the researcher after a long time of 

interactions; though they asked him time and time again as "ldmdngstt atnagdrm ayddll?" (we 
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hope you will never report to the Government). Thus, it was difficult to talk and use tape-recorder 

and photograph camera with such informants until the researcher was able to convince them 

about the study's academic purpose. 

My actual encounter in the research sites favored me in terms of internalizing the core of my 

research objectives. I have had a real experience spending time with community members with a 

chance to observe their actual day to day activities that implicitly contributed to my 

understanding on the intrigues surrounding hidden early marriage arrangements in the study area. 

I have also had personal experience which helped me to analyze the collected data from a first 

hand point of view, from emic point of view, rather than merely depending on gathered facts and 

figures. As the community members conduct early marriage in a disguised manner, I have had a 

practical opportunity to observe and collect factual data related with the means by which parents 

organize early marriage for their daughters by disguising of it to concerned bodies. I have closely 

fo llowed up how such early marriages were arranged in a hidden manner which is the core idea 

of this study. 

In general, the admirable life of the community members and their wonderful hospitality made 

the data collection process smooth and fast. Moreover, there was no difficulty to introduce myself 

to them and knowing them too. Everybody was greeting me, dah;ma adark~ (good morning), my 

gash their dah~na arefadk~ (good afternoons) unbelievable during all times I meet them. With 

them, what matters most is being a human and ultimately nothing else and do not bother about 

other aspects and complications of life. It made me think like I found myself in a complete 

utopia. 

Challenges in a Fieldwork 

Last, but not least, in my stay in the field, I encountered manageable difficulties like: 

./ The difficulty to get consent from my informants. Since early marriage was a sensitive 

and "illegal" issue most of the informants considered and treated me as a government 

official. So, it took time to convince them that I used the information only for academic 

purpose. Thus, in order to solve this problem, I was obliged to meet them frequently to 

familiarize myself with them. 
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./' The difficulty of making focus group discuss ions with early married girl s and the 

challenges of tape recording their voices. Since, their marriage took place secretl y; they 

hesitate to form a group, which happened after a lot of attempts . 

./' Difficulty of taking photographs and recording wedding ceremonies. Since, the earl y 

marriage arrangement takes place under the umbrella of ztikar, ltizktir, mahabtir, d;;,gg;;,s 

and so on, they would not want the secret to be known . 

./' Transport problem and lack of electricity. 

1.5.2. Methods of Data Analysis 

In the course of the two months field stay to gather data for this study, I have divided the 

activities into daytime tasks and night tasks. During the daytime I would go around the villages to 

contact key informants as well as case study girls. I have also engaged in paying a visit to social 

gatherings such as coffee ceremonies which brings several potential informers on board. In most 

cases I would tape-record the facts I needed while observing necessary ethnographic details. At 

other times I would just pay attention to significant details and draw conclusions on how to 

approach the issues on the study instead of merely tape-recording the facts. During the night I 

have transcribed the data in to my special research note book in order to fit it to the study. This 

task appeared a bit tough since there was no electricity in both research sites. Consequently I had 

to use the local lantern to keep my work going for sometime through the night 

The validity and trustworthiness of this study were addressed through prolonged interview 

engagement and participant observation during the fieldwork. I further invited my informants to 

clarify parts of their own narratives after transcription. Triangulation of various primary data 

sources was made based on the audiotaped data, field notes, and transcripts. Finally, both primary 

and secondary sources were organized and analyzed thematically through triangulation of data 

gathered through various sources. 

1.5.3. Ethical Considerations 

Each participants of the study were pre-informed, before every interview and di scussions about 

the information the researcher obtained from them will be used only for research purposes and it 

will be kept confidential. Since the issues as well as the objectives of the study are sensitive, most 
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of the actual names of the research participants have been changed for the very fact of skipping 

the informants' from detection. As a result pseudonyms are used to distinguish their identity. 

1.6. Study Area and Research Site Selection 

Though the study was limited in coverage and duration it was conducted in Fogera Woreda 

peasant associations of Kuahr Mikael and Zeng Mikael . The study PAs was purposely selected 

by the researcher to represent a brief and detailed contrasting situation with respect to the study 

objectives. Kuahr Mikael represents those areas that share border with Dera Woreda and it is also 

among the well known PAs of the Woreda in rice production and irrigation. On the other hand, 

Zeng Mikael represents the lowland area of the Woreda and the bordering PAs of F arta Woreda 

(see Appendix 4). In the later PA, the major production is tefJ and the farmers' production 

process is based on rainy season. And hence, in the former study area a better income households 

and busy farmers were found than the latter one. 

Moreover, the distance of the selected PAs to the town of Woreta, the centre of Fogera Woreda 

(Zeng Mikael (34KM) is very remote where as Kuahr Mikael (7KM) is nearby to the town); and 

the availability of different institutions like primary and second cycle schools, police stations and 

the like were taken into considerations. 

Thus, the study PAs were purposely selected to represent contrasting situations with respect to 

the hidden and changing arrangement patterns of early marriage in Fogera Woreda . However, the 

study never tried to generalize on the marriage arrangement patterns of the Woreda; rather it 

gives a simple insight about the two research sites. 

On the other hand, the major reasons for the selection of this study area were: 

./ the continuity of the early marriage practice in hidden manners; 

./ the familiarity and know how of the researcher in the hidden features of early marriage 

arrangement practices in the community. The research sites were nearby to the researchers 

birth place; and 

./ The lack of empirical and anthropological researches in the area. 
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Therefore, by taking the aforementioned and other motives, into consideration, the researcher was 

eager to uphold this anthropological study on early marriage in the area for the first time. 

1.7. Scope and Limitations of the Study 

The data for this study were gathered from Kuahr Mikael and Zeng Mikael PAs in Fogera 

Woreda. The study gathered data through the ethnographic data collection methods over two 

months in the study area. Moreover based on the objectives of the study the vital and huge focus 

was taken from early married girls/women as well as a researcher deliberately live his informants 

to tell and speak on their feelings, attitudes, thoughts and emotions on the research objectives. 

There were several basic limitations which were the study suffered and that should be taken into 

consideration while considering the results. These were: 

./' The difficulty and absence of anthropological researches done previously that could have 

served as a reference material to the title of the study in general and the research sites in 

particular. Only two anthropological researches were available, which both of them also 

done in Gojjam of Ethiopia. The rest secondary data results were reports, national 

surveys and general views of governmental organizations. However this is an indication 

that more research is needed in the study area . 

./' Time and money constraints have also been crippling limitations that confined this 

research to two PAs. Hence it is very difficult to say anything about the Fogera Woreda 

by taking only the two PAs from 28 PAs. Moreover, due to time constraint, it should be 

noted that all the interviews and observation of the researcher does not cover the whole 

complexity of the changing and hidden aspects of early marriage arrangements in the 

studyarea . 

./' The hidden natures of early marnage arrangements made it very difficult to the 

researcher to access and obtain all relevant information . 

./' The researcher also argued that all the plenty and rich data could not be fully translated 

into English as all the ethnographic data were gathered in Amharic. 
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1.8. Significance of the Study 

The study is believed to have the following significances: 

./ It provides a better insight and new exploration about the changing and hidden 

arrangement pattern of early marriage . 

./ It contributes an academic understanding of community members on the practice of early 

marriage in a hidden manner. 

./ It may also serve as a benching stone in the changing and hidden arranging pattern of 

early marriage to further studies . 

./ It also aims to federal government institutions and other organizations have used the 

results of ethnographic studies to improve agency programs, policies and procedures . 

./ It is also believed that this study not only provides examples of how the federa l and 

regional governments uses ethnography but also suggests some means of expanding and 

improving its use of ethnography and the results of it. I hope that it will provide a 

resource to agencies that face site specific or broader issues involving community 

members important to program success. 
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CHAPTER TWO 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

2.1. Definition of Terms Used in the Study 

2.1.1. Marriage 

The problem of satisfactory definition of marriage has vexed anthropologists for decades and has 

been raised, but not solved, several times in recent years (Bohannan & Middleton, 1968 ; Holy, 

1996). 

The notes and queries (1951) in Bohannan & Middleton (1968 :49) define marriage as "a union 

between a man and a woman such that children born to the woman are recogni zed legitimate 

offspri ngs of both parents" . Serious objection has been rai ed by Ri viere ( 1971 ) in Holy (1996), 

as if the function of marriage is the legitimation of children, the legitimacy of children clearly 

depends on marriage. Leach (1982) in (Holy, 1996) further argued that legitimacy is a social 

concept which is not tied with the issue of who is the biological parent of the child. Thus, 

marriage serves to 'enforce exclusively', to ensure commitment of resources and to provide a 

context for the bearing and raising of children (Dominican, 1995; Leach, 1982, cited in Holy, 

1996). 

"Marriage" is seen as a rite that is pre-eminent in the life-cycle of all individuals surpassed only 

by birth and death (Sweetman 2003). It is also the emotional and legal commitment of two people 

to share emotional and physical intimacy, various tasks and economic resources (Olson & 

DeFrain, 2000; Barnard & Spencer, 2002). Moreover, marriage, birth, death and initiation of 

puberty, are rearrangements of structure that constantly recurring in any society and moments of 

the continuing social process regulated by custom (Radcliffe-Brown & Forde, 1970). 
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2.1.2. Child 

Article 1 of the CRC (1989) defines a "child" as 'every human being below the age of 18 years 

unless under the law applicable to the child , majority is attained earli er ' . Furthermore, the African 

Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child , defined "child" in Article 2 a ' every human 

being below the age of 18 years ' . 

2.1.3. Childhood-Girlhood 

Studies of children have been central to the development of social sciences (Barnard & Spencer, 

2002:92). Margaret Mead was one of the first anthropologists to reali ze that "childhood IS 

culturally variable and that an understanding of how exactly a child becomes an adu lt IS 

important for anthropology as a comparative study of human possibilities" (ibid). 

Age may not be the sufficient base of childhood, because there are certain rites, other than the 

biological maturity of a child, which needs a fulfillment (Tirusew, et.a!. 1997: 6 cited in Guday, 

2005:5 1). Thus, the "concept of childhood must always be related to a particular social 

framework" (Rodgers & Standing, 1981 and Tirusew, et. a!' 1997: 6 cited in Guday, 2005:5 1). 

The Ethiopian Civil Code (1960) is, therefore, defined child as "a minor age of sex who has not 

attained the full age of 18 years" . Thus, for the purpose of thi s study, like Guday (2005:5 Iff) the 

notions of "child-hood, girl-hood and girl-child" refer those girls below the age of 18. 

2.1.4. Early Marriage 

Definitions of "early marriage" are about as numerous as the individual researchers who have 

been concerned with the problem (Bartz & Nye, 1970). Thus, it is difficult to define "early 

marriage" without any societal based description. Accordingly, Bartz & Nye (1970) defined 

"early marriage" as "one in which the bride is 18 years of age or under and the groom is 20 years 

of age or under". And hence, they give a brief explanation on their definition of earl y marriage in 

general and age variation of boys and girls in particular. Therefore, they claimed that "since boys 

mature physically, emotionally, and socially about two years later than girls, the' 18 years and 

under' criterion is not equally appropriate for boys. Usually, legal definitions differentiate the 

minimum ages at which boys and girls may marry at two years younger for girl s' . Furthermore, 
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the study of FMRWG (2003) cited in Guday (2005) a erted that the notion of man a a 

household head means that he is often financially better off and older than the bride . 

Though early marriage is an issue of concern for both girls and boys, the major concern is held on 

girl s. The reason behind this argument is that the phenomenon is not as widespread among boys, 

and because many of the consequences, such as the phy ical dangers as ociated with early 

childbirth, or status and power in the household, are specific to girls ( weetman, 2003 : 10). 

Moreover, "in the traditional setting of Ethiopia, the social conception of ' a girl i no longer a 

child ' (Guday, 2005:54) and 'a girl does not belong to a land but has got feet ' has had a 

significant impact for the occurrence of early marriage. 

Thus, early marriage "will be used to refer to both formal marriages and informal unions in which 

a girl lives with a partner as if married before the age of 18" (UNICEF, Apr. 2005). Other terms 

applied to child marriage include "early marriage" and "child brides" (Nour, 2006). Though, 

child marriage, early marriage and child brides are seen as interchangeably and are similar, this 

study used early marriage to explain the changing and hidden arrangement of children ' s marriage 

in the study community. This research uses the tem early marriage instead of child marriage just 

like most of other researches in the field. It is argued by this study also that early life to marriage 

and the concept of childhood appear to be slightly different from the emic point of view. 

Especially the community member in the study area gives a different interpretation to the term 

'child ' which does not go with the concept of early marriage in general. Another fact is that the 

term early marriage at least understood by community members "equally" with the etic point of 

view than the concept of child. 

Consequently the revised family law (2000) of Ethiopia set the minimum age of marriage for 

both boys and girls at 18 years. It assured, in Article 7.1. , as "neither a man nor a woman who has 

not attained the full age of eighteen years shall conclude marriage". Moreover Zikre Hig of 

ANRS (2001), in Article 34.2, revealed that "marriage shall be entered into only with the free and 

full consent of the intending spouses". 
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2.2. Forms of Marriage 

According to Hoben (1963, cited in Alemante, 2004:21), there are three types of monogamous 

marriage arrangements in the Amhara Region: balakkul, qurban and demewez. Accordingly, 

balakkul refers to the equal rights of the spouses during their marriage contract. The qurban is a 

religious marriage which is held in the Ethiopian Orthodox Church. Demewez refers to a marriage 

arrangement based on a payment of money contract. Alternatively, Pankhrust (1992) in Alemante 

(2004) also listed six types of marriage arrangement patterns: serg (ceremonial marriage); qurban 

marriage (religious marriage); semanya (civil marriage); kotassir (marriage proceeded by 

provision oflabor); demewez (paid labor marriage); and te1e.fa (marriage by abduction) . 

Guday (2005:91) classified marriage types into two: primary and secondary forms of marriage. 

According to her, church sanctioned marriage (yaqurban gabacca) and non-church sanctioned 

marriage (yalmgd (bahglawi) gabacca) were grouped in the former category. Whereas, bngds 

babnde gabcca (a formal type of marriage without parental endowment such as cattle and other 

property) and yacgn garad gabcca (a non-fonnal type of marriage with a servant and wife at the 

same time, which is based on the monthly or annual payment) were grouped into the latter 
category. 

On the other hand different studies (Tilahun, 2005:5; SCD, MOE & WAO, 2008: 19) classified 

early marriage arrangement procedures in Ethiopia into the following four types: 

1. Promissory marriage, one that takes place even before the birth of the child. 

2. Child marriage, under 10 years of age in which the girl is introduced to wifehood under 

the guidance of parent-in-laws until she reaches puberty. 

3. Early adolescent marriage, one concluded when the girl is between the ages of 10 to 14. 

At this instance the girl may stay with her parents' home and periodically visit her parent­

in-laws. 

4. Late adolescent marriage, i.e., between the ages of 15 to 18. 

In addition, Haile Gabriel (1994) and UN ECA (1999) in Guday (2005:45) added two marriage 

types. These were adult marriage (which takes place between the ages of 16 and 20) and old 

age marriage (which takes above the age of20). Tilahun (2005) noted that the first three types of 
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marriage arrangements are practiced in the northern and central part f - thi pia. Al o in the 

society marriage at seven or eight is not uncommon (UN I F, 200 I). 

Early marriages in northern Ethiopia are parent-centered arrang ment betw en two famili s of 

different lineages, and are both traditional and widely preva lent. Thu , it may be contracted 

between families as a verbal agreement from before or any tim aft r the two children' birth 

(Haile Gabriel , 1994). 

2.3. Early Marriage Arrangement Patterns 

2.3.1. Forced Marriage and Arranged Early Marriage 

In both instances, the child groom or bride has not legal in tance give any con nL 

Furthermore, Sweetman (2003:10) argued that "early marri ages, even when they occur with the 

seeming consent of the child, violate the basic rights of the child, and since by legal definition a 

child cannot give consent". However, the young are allowed no liberty of choice and everything 

is determined for them by their elders (Peil & Oyeneye, 1998 ; Del ampo & DelCampo, 1999; 

Olson & DeFrain, 2000). In arranged marri ages, the initiati ve is taken by the parents of the 

couples, but consent is required from both partners (UN ICEF, 200 J). On the other side, during 

forced marriage, the pressure from parents is very high and the yowlger the bride or the groom 

the less chance there to exercise this right (UNICEF, 2001 ; Otoo-Oyortey & Pobi , 2003). 

In early arranged marriage, considerations of lineage and family status are generall y more 

important than love or affection. Accordingly, it serves to extend existing family units than to 

create a new one and reinforces ties with other families in the community, by strengthening the 

order and organization of the community (Olson & DeFrain, 2000). 

Thus, when parents arrange marriages for their children, the two young spouses often do not even 

know each other until the marriage has been arranged (Kammeyer, 1987; UN ICEF, 2001). The 

basis for choosing a potential marriage mate will include economic considerations, the social 

status or prestige of the families , and often the potential for political alliances and fami ly ties 

(Kan1l11eyer, 1987; Guday, 2005). Love between the prospecti e marriage partner i not 

expected before marriage and often is of small consequence after marriage (Kammeyer 1987). 
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Moreover, any marriage, in Africa, is a matter of interest not onl y to the parents of both parti es 

but to a wider circle of relatives, particularly the members of the lineage of each marrying 

spouses (Mair, 1969; Astone, N. et.a!. , 1999). 

In regards, most customary marriages among the rural parts of Ethiopia are arranged marri ages, 

"without the free consent of the would-be- spouses, mostly without the consent of the would-be­

young brides" (Guday, 2005). In addition, early-childhood marriage, as early as 80 days of birth, 

is most common for girls (ibid). 

2.4. The Magnitude and Prevalence of Early Marriage 

2.4.1. Early Marriage in the World 

Nour (2006) reported the magnitude of early marriage worldwide as in 2002, nearl y 52 million 

girls before they attained the age of 18 years were marri ed. Accordingly 25 ,000 girl were 

married each day; an estimated 100 million will be married by 201 2. Moreover, one in seven girl s 

in the developing world marries before they aged 15 (Population Council 2006 cited in Jain & 

Kurz, 2007). 

Early marriage is more prevalent in developing countries and in particular in poorer communities, 

of those who live on less than a dollar a day. Current estimates show that about 82 million girl s in 

developing countries (excluding China) who are presently aged between 10 and 17 will be 

married before they reach the age of 18, while 163 million of the 33 1 million girl s who are 

presently aged between 10 and 19 will be married before they are 20 (Bruce 2002, cited 111 

Sweetman 2003; Otoo-Oyortey & Pobi, 2003). 

The following case is a major indicator of the extent in which early marriage exists in the "thi rd 

world" countries. As a result, an early married girl became the great grandmother before she is 

40, at the age of38: 

Bano was married at the age of 10 and had her first child when she was 11. Her 
daughter was 12 when she married and 13 when she had her own child, making Bano a 
grand-mother at 24. Bano 's granddaughter also married at puberty and gave b irl~1 
when she was 14, thus Bano become a great-grandmother at 38 (adapted from Amrtl 
Dhilln, The Times, 28 August 2002, in Sweetman 2003; Otoo-Oyortey & Pobi, 2003). 
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In general, early marriage is highly prevalent in a traditional social fabric that i characterized, 

among others, by the extended family structure, communal household , the authority of the 

paterfamilias, choice of mates by elders and the household role and identity of women (Til ahun, 

2005). 

2.4.2. Early Marriage in Ethiopia 

Although Ethiopia has a Constitution which bans both early and forced marriages, the estill 

occur in some rural contexts (Sweetman 2003: 47). The issue is also elaborated in Phillips & 

Morris (1971) that African girls were married at any age at which they would in any case and/ 

situation. The vast majority of marriages in Ethiopia arranged and were not consented to by the 

bride, it is estimated that 94 percent of the marriages were arranged by parents (Erulkar et.al. 

2007). 

Likewise, early marriage is seen as a way to improve the economic status of the family, to 

strengthen ties between families, to ensure that girls are virgins when they marry, to avoid the 

possibility of a girl reaching an age where she is no longer desirable as a wife "Qoma Qerech" 

(Alemante, 2004; Guday, 2005; EWLA, 2005; Pathfinder 2006) or "Haaftuu" (Amsalu, 2007) 

and to protect their daughters from abduction (EWLA, 2005). Similarly, the mostly cited reasons 

of early marriage are poverty and parents ' desire to protect the girl. Accordingly "researchers 

found that early marriage is related to underdevelopment, poverty and the low status of women" 

(SCD, MoE & MoW A, 2008 :20). Different studies reported that early marriage has different 

consequences on the wellbeing of girls and women, such as sexual and reproductive health 

(Alemante 2004), education (Guday 2005), autonomy and decision-making, gender-based 

violence, sexual transmitted diseases (STDs) and HIV/AIDS. Moreover, early marriage of girls is 

also linked to other rights, such as the right to express views freely, the right to protection from 

all forms of abuse, and the right to be protected from "harmful traditional practices" (UNICEF, 

Apr.2005). 

The global DHS Survey (2006) indicates that Ethiopia ranked among the leaders, 1 i'\ among the 

20 top lists, in the number of girls married before the age of 18 (Jain & Kurz, 2007). Moreover, 

another DHS data (2006) conducted in sub-Saharan Africa ranked Ethiopia as the fourth leading 
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nation on the arrangement of early marriage of the area (A PF, 2006) . Thus, nearl y 27 percent of 

rural women in Tigray and 48 percent in Amhara were married before the age of 15 (Gage, 

2009). This contrasts with 13 percent in Oromia and 7 percent in SNNPR. On the other end , 

urban marriages before 15 years are fewer (19 percent in Tigray, 28 percent in Amhara, 10 

percent in Oromia, and 14 percent in SNNPR). Furthermore, a hi gh percentage of women are 

married between 15 and 17 in all regions, but in Oromia and SNNPR, 40 percent or more marry 

after the age of 18 (Birhan RDC, 2005). The national rate fo r early marriage stands at 54% 

(EWLA, 2005; FDRE, 2006). Moreover, 48 percent of child marri age occurs in the northern 

regions of the country, with the respective high prevalence in Amhara (90 percent), Tigray (82 

percent), Afar (77 percent) and Benishangul-Gumuz (75 percent) (Jain & Kurz, 2007). 

The report of Advocates for Youth uses early marriage and child marriage inte rchangeabl y and 

affirms the situation in Ethiopia as, child marriage often marks an abrupt transition into ex ual 

relations with a husband who is considerably older than the girl being marri ed. At the national 

level, 62 percent of Ethiopian women aged 20-49 get marri ed before the age of 18 and some girl s 

marry as early as age seven (Mimi, 2008). Yet, in many instances, a husband and wife may grow 

up by playing together in the house of the husband ' s parents. Thus, the mother-in-law protects 

the girl from any advances by her son (UNICEF, 2001 ). 

In the previous family law (Civil Code of Ethiopia, 1960) that was applicable throughout the 

country, there was a different minimum age for marriage regarding boys and girl s (G uday, 

2005:3 1; FMLSA, 2005). For girls, it was 15 and for boys it was 18. In addition to this, there was 

a provision in the law allowing the Emperor or a person appointed by him to grant age 

dispensation up to 2 years. However, currently, in the regions where the new fan1il y law (FORE, 

2000) is governing, the minimum age of marriage for girls is now raised to 18. For boys, all 

except one region (Tigray) has the same minimum age as that of girls. In one region in the 

country, that is Tigray, the minimum age for boys is 22 years. All the laws mandate the Ministry 

of Justice (Justice Bureau of the Regions) to grant age dispensation of a maximum of 2 years. 

The legal age of marriage applies to all forms of marriage: civil , customary and religious. When 

we look at the penal law (the 1957 penal code) contains provisions that have limited application 

to early marriage, whereas the revised family law (2000) has incorporated a more direct article, 
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which states that "the conclusion, solemnization, witnessing or approving of a marriage that does 

not fulfill the conditions laid down by the family law is criminally punishable with a max imum 

sentence of 3 years in intentional cases". As indicated above, one of such conditions is age 

(FMLSA 2005). 

2.4.3. Early Marriage in Amhara National Regional State (ANRS) 

In the region of Amhara, early marriage is deeply-rooted and commonly practiced (Pathfinder 

2006, 2009; Erulkar, et.a!. 2004; Alemante 2004; Guday 2005; SCD, MOE & W AO, 2008). The 

studies also revealed that, in the aforementioned region, early marriage led the girl s and women 

to Fistula. Worst of all, lack of transportation, information and finance has had their own impact 

on losing girls and women life. Furthermore, the highest prevalence of early marriage in Amhara 

region holds a lions share in the fistula victims of girls and women in the country. 

The Amhara Region has one of the highest rates of child marriage in the world. According to the 

2000 Ethiopia Demographic and Health Survey (DHS), 31 percent of women aged 15-49 years 

were married before the age of 15 (Central Statistical Authority (CSA) and ORC Macro, 200 I , 

cited in Gage, 2009) and more than half of young marriages were arranged with a man who was 

at least 10 years older than the girl (Pathfinder International, 2006, cited in Gage, 2009). 

Girls are mostly married early, because large families are viewed as indicators of presti ge and 

individual wealth (Pathfinder, Feb.2006). Thus, early childbearing is common and the median 

age of marriage in the region is as low as 15.2 years which is less than the country's median age 

of marriage, 16.1 years (Pathfinder, 2006; UNFPA 2008). More specifically, in the area of 

Gojjam, "88% of girls were married before the age of 15, and, 37% before they were 10" (SCD, 

MOE & MW A, 2008:20) and "marriage may be imposed from birth, with the girl sent to her 

future husband's home at around the age of seven to begin her integration in to her marriage 

family" (UNICEF, 2001). 

Furthermore based on her intensive and in-depth ethnographic data, Guday (2005: 124) classified , 

early marriage arrangements in the Gojjam of Amhara into four types as: 

./ Yaqal kidan gabcca (promissory marriage, betrothal before birth). 
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./ Yanqtilabba gabcca (marriage of a female child who i till on the back of her mother 

and fed her mother's breast, or marriage of a girl-child betwe n the age of five and 

nine) . 

./ Ytimadtiggo gabcca (marriage of a girl-child between the age of five and nine) ; and 

./ Ytilaganntit gabcca (marriage between female and male children female between the , 
ages of 10 and 14, and males between the ages of 15 and 17). 

However, sexual intercourse between the young married girl (below the age of nine) and her 

husband is formally forbidden. Helen Pankhrust (1992), cited by Guday (2005) from EWLA 

et.al. 2002, gave three major reasons for it: (1) A high social and cui tural value attach d to 

virginity; (2) The need for creating a bond between families rather than a personal arrangement 

by bride and groom; and (3) A growing trend towards a reduction of ritual and expenditure for all 

marriages, combined with a shift toward informality. 

2.5. Reasons for Early Marriage 

The major reasons for early marriage are the direct results and interrelated outcomes of the 

demand and supply sides. As a result, Sweetman (2003) argued that the arrangement of early 

marriage is held between the mutual consensus of demand and supply sides. Here, the argument 

urges to indicate the 'supply side' as the households marry their daughters at a young age and the 

'demand side for men and or the households who prefer young brides. This line of reasoning 

further elaborates that "the demand for young brides in and of itself will not generate significant 

numbers of early marriages, unless there is a supply of young brides available. Similarly, even if 

all parents wanted to marry their daughters young, if there were no demand for young brides, no 

early marriage would occur". Thus, the old dictum affirmed the issue as 'demand begets supply' 

and ' supply begets demand'. Moreover, men and their families may also view younger brides as 

more desirable because they are more easily controlled, and less assertive, because of their lack 

of physical, mental and emotional maturity. In addition, young brides are viewed as more 

' trainable' (Sweetman 2003: 19). 

Consequently, grinding poverty, dowry pressures, parental concerns about premarital sex and 

pregnancy, the low social status of women, lack of education and other economic or cultural 

reasons contribute to the practice of early marriage, whereas early marriage, in turn, reinforces 
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these conditions (Cohen, 2004; Haberland et.a!. 2005). On the other hand, Alemante (2004) 

classified the major reasons of early marriage as political , economic and ocio-cultural theme . 

He further considered them as ' silent reasons of earl y marriage'. Similarly, Guday (2005) 

acknowledged economic motives and life insecurities, socio-cultural justifi cati ons, gender 

ideologies and lack of awareness about legal issues as the major rea ons of earl y marriage. 

Additionally, Amsalu (2007:32) on his research finding revealed the major rea ons as "economic 

motives derived from parents and close relatives, societal influences and cultural impact ". 

Haile Gabriel (1994) also summarized the major reasons behind the sustainability and 

maintenance of early marriage as a still stand practice as follow: 

The major factors that still sustain early marriage are the urgency to utilize the 
immediate capacity of parents to establish a family f or their children; 'the marriage 
rush' is partly to enlarge kinship relations for protection and economic security. 
Another reason, of course, is the urge to conform to the internalized norms of age-old 
compelling tradition and the patriarchal subordination of women that places high value 
f or virginity. 

In general, economical, socio-cultural, political reasons and the rate of urbanization were cited a 

the major reasons for early marriage. These factors are briefly explained below. 

2.5.1. Economic Reasons 

Early marriage is most common in the world ' s poorest countries and is often concentrated among 

the poorest households within those countries. It is closely linked with poverty and low levels of 

economic development. In families with limited resources, child marriage is often seen as a way 

to provide for their daughter's future. But girls who marry young are more likely to be poor and 

remain poor (lCRW, 2006). Furthermore, Sweetman (2003) asserted that there is a direct relation 

between arranged marriages and poverty. Thus, families in poverty will continue to resort to early 

marriage as a part of household livelihood strategies. Moreover, early marriage perpetuates the 

"feminization of poverty" and its resulting impact on their children (UN I CEF, 2001 ) and had an 

intergenerational impact (Otoo-Oyortey & Pobi, 2003). 

Consequently, early marriage for girls is viewed as a means of economic survival, i.e., if a girl is 

married early, the family has one mouth less to feed , and the hope is that the girl herself will be 
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better off. In other words, parents may feel that marrying a daughter at a young age can help them 

economically (Heinonen, 2002, cited in Guday, 2005:24). Thu , parent view daughter as an 

economic burden that can be eased by marrying them off (Cohen, 2004 ; UNI EF, Apr. 2005' 

Ti lahun, 2005 ; ACPF, 2006). As a result, this reduces the economic burden on the famil y in 

caring for the girl; and also increases family assets (Otoo-Oyortey & Pobi , 2003). Likewi e, 

economic hardship is encouraging a rise in early marriage, even among some populati on groups 

that do not normally practice it (UNICEF, Apr. 2005). 

Therefore, the parents' economic motive of early marriage arrangement i the eagerness of them 

to benefit from the social capital. Moreover, Astone, et.a!' (I 999) defined "social capital" as the 

resources that emerge from one's social ties. Thus, the economic statu of parents is a major 

indication of whether their daughters will be married early or not (ICR W, 2007). 

2.5.2. Socio-Cultural Reasons 

The socio-cultural justifications of parents for early marriage summarized by FMR WG (2000) 

and Heinonen (2002) in Guday (2005) as: fear of being dishonored as a re ult of delaying 

marriage and/or loss of virginity, to prevent abduction, to secure a proper marri age fo r daughter , 

and to forge links between families. More specifically, traditional justi fica ti ons fo r early marri age 

may include: (1) Respect for traditions that dictate that girls should marry early; (2) The honoring 

of pledges to a family or benefactor; (3) The strengthening of community ties; and (4) Girl s given 

as a substitute to the husband of a deceased sister. Moreover great shame is brought onto parents 

whose daughter never marries; she is their failure (UNICEF, Apr. 2005 ; Pathfi nder, 2006, 2008). 

2.5.3. Political Reasons 

Early marriage was employed as the tool to ascend the hierarchies ' of community members in the 

upper classes of the society (Alemante, 2004). Accordingly, marriage arrangement pattern in 

Amhara society was a major means of making political alliance and integration between either 

the rural families or contending parties. Such type of marriage arrangement is commonl y 

considered as a "political marriage" (Pankhrust, 1990; Yashi, 1995; Fisher, 1975; Lavine, 1965 ; 

Aleme, 1984, cited in Alemante 2004:25ff). Merid (1985) and Markaki s (1975) in Alemante 

(2004:26) further asserted that early marriage was extensively used to stabili ze political power 
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among the upper classes. It is, therefore, primarily designed to hold on political power and to 

channel available resources into the dominant groups of the society. 

2.5.4. Rate of Urbanization 

Different studies (e.g. Otoo-Oyortey & Pobi, 2003; Guday, 2005 ; Jain & Kurz, 2007) affirmed 

the relation between rural and urban residence with age at marriage, thu early marriage i more 

prevalent in rural areas than the urban ones. Accordingly, the study of Westoff (2003) in Jain & 

Kurz (2007) indicates that living in rural areas increases the likelihood of marrying early. Thus, 

girls in rural residences are more likely to marry 1.5 years younger than girls in urban area. 

More over, Otoo-Oyortey & Pobi (2003) asserted that low urbanization rate has had it own 

impact on early marriage. Hence "the higher the level of urbanization, the Ie likely it i that 

women marry before they reach 20 years". In view of that, early marriage is most common in the 

Amhara Region where the rate of urbanization is less than 9% (ANRSWAO, 2003 , cited 111 

Guday, 2005). 

2.6. Legal Frameworks and Early Marriage 

Most countries have declared 18 year as the minimum legal age of marriage, but parental consent 

and custom often ride roughshod over these laws. The current Ethiopian government has ratified 

different treaties and agreements with the international arena to protect the rights of women and 

children. The 1995 Constitution of FDRE is an exemplary which asserted the actual practice of 

international agreements and given unlimited rights both for women (Article 35) and children 

(Article 36) in different articles. Accordingly the constitution on Article 35 sub-article 4 

elaborated that "the state shall enforce the right of women to eliminate the influences of harmful 

customs. Laws, customs and practices that oppress or cause bodily or mental harm to women are 

prohibited". On the other hand Article 36 ensures about the rights of children and admitted in sub 

article 2 as "in all actions concerning children undertaken by public and private welfare 

institutions, courts of law, administrative authorities or legislative bodies, the primary 

consideration shall be the best interests ofthe child". 

Prior to the coming into force of the Revised Fanlily Code, in 2000, the marriageable age for 

boys and girls was 18 and 15 respectively (EWLA, 2005). However, the family code (2000) on 
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Article 7 legislates that "neither a man nor a woman who has not attained the full age of eighteen 

years shall conclude marriage". Moreover, the code elaborates the condition on Arti cle 3 1 as 

"marriage concluded by a man or a woman under the age of eighteen years shall be di solved on 

the application of any interested person or the public prosecutor" and, Art icle 6 state that "a 

valid marriage shall take place only when the spouses have given their free and full consent". 

Zikre Hig of the council of the Amhara National Regional State (ANRS, 200 I ) ha different 

Articles on the rights of women and children in relation to marriage arrangements of the region: 

Article 16,34,35, are the major ones, which state the issue at hand as follows: 

Article 16. About the right to the security of the person slates that "everyone has the 
right to protection against bodily harm"; Article 34.2 also states "marriage shall be 
entered into only with the free and full consent of the intending parties "; Article 35. 4, 
on the other hand, affirmed that "the state shall enforce the rights which the woman 
have to extricate themselves from the influences of harmful customs, laws, customs and 
practices that are meant to oppress or cause physical or mental harm to women are 
prohibited" 

Furthermore, Ethiopia ratified the UNCRC in 1991. Since then, the govenunent has carri ed out 

numerous activities geared towards ensuring the protection and promotion of the ri ghts and 

welfare of children. The Convention was domesticated through a national legislation 

(Proclamation No 1011992) and then translated into 11 nationality languages for di ssemination. 

Further, other conventions such as the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child 

(ratification proclamation N0283/ 2002) and ILO Convention 182 on the Worst Forms of Child 

Labor (1999) were ratified by the government. The Children Affairs Department within the 

Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs is the leading organ to coordinate and spearhead the 

translation of the international commitment into concrete actions and results (FMLSA 2005). 

However Children Affairs Department is, now, under the Ministry of Women 's and Children's 

Affairs. 

In addition, the state legal law (amended (2004) penal law, 1957) claimed that sexual intercourse 

with a girl of 13-18 years by a person of the opposite sex will be punishable with a maximum 

rigorous sentence of 15 years regardless of the girl's consent for the act 629( I ). The punishment 

will be aggravated to 20 years in the cases where the victim is the pupil , apprentice or servant of 

33 



the offender, or is in any other way directly dependent upon or subordinate to the offender 

(FMLSA 2005). 

Thus, early marriage, marriages below 18 years of age, is a concern as it violates girl s ' ri ghts, 

truncate their childhood, and frequently deny them a say in the choice of their partner and the 

timing of marriage. And hence, it circumscribes several rights of girl children outlined in the 

1989 Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC), including the right not to be separated from 

their parents against their will (Article 9), the right to freedom of expression (i ncluding seeking 

and receiving information and ideas (Article 13), the right to educati on (Articles 28 and 29), the 

right to rest and leisure and to engage in play and recreational activiti es (Article 3 1) and the ri ght 

to protection from sexual exploitation and abuse (Article 34). 

Article 16 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHRs) states that ' Marriage shall be 

entered into only with the free and full consent of the intending spouses and that men and women 

of full age .. . are entitled to equal rights as to marriage .. .' . Accordingly, whether it happens to a 

girl or a boy, early marriage is a violation of human rights (UNICEF, 2001 ). 

Likewise, the United Nations (1962) Convention on the Consent to Marriage, Minimum Age for 

Marriage and Registration and an associated recommendation calls on member states to establi sh 

a minimum age of marriage of no less than 15 years. The 1979 Convention on the Eliminati on of 

all forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDA W) and the 1990 African Charter on the 

Rights and Welfare of the Child also suggest a minimum age for marriage of 18 years, consistent 

with the definition of childhood articulated in the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC, 

1989). Accordingly, Article 16 of the CEDA W requires states to ensure that men and women 

have the same rights to enter in to marriage and to freely choose a spouse, and to enter into 

marriage only with their free and full consent. On the same token, the African Charter on the 

Rights and Welfare of the Child in Article 21.2 states that "child marriage and the betrothal of 

girls and boys shall be prohibited and effective action, including legislation, shall be taken to 

specify the minimum age of marriage to be 18 years and make registration of all marriages in an 

officiai registry compulsory" . 
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In line with the above issue, the Federal Government of Ethiopia has igned and ratified regional 

and international instruments that promote and protect the rights of women and children. A a 

result CEDA W (1979) was ratified in September 1981 and periodical report have be n 

submitted on its implementation. The African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the hild 

(1990) was ratified in December 2002 and the National Action Plan for hildren ha be n 

prepared for its implementation. The UN Convention on the Rights of the hild ( R , 1989) wa 

ratified in September 1990 and the Ministry of Women 's Affairs is given the re pon ibility of 

overseeing its effective implementation (FDRE, 2006; Gage, 2009). 

Despite the above mentioned various resolutions, corresponding national law , and the efforts of 

various national and international organizations, many young women (and to a les er extent, 

men) in the developing world are still subject to early marriage (Sweetman 2003: 9; too­

Oyortey & Pobi, 2003; Tilahun, 2005; Nour, 2006; Amsalu, 2007). Thus, the family i ues are 

beyond the state's control (Surtees, 2000, in Sweetman, 2003), the use of law as a means of 

regulating early marriage is not sufficient enough (UNICEF, 2001). 

Comprehensively, most of the research findings and academic works in early marriage intrigue 

the hidden arrangement of early marriage in the country in general and in the study area in 

particular. Thus, they either overlooked or did not given enough attention to the changing and 

dynamic aspects of early marriages. This study, therefore, particularly focuses on the changing 

and dynamic features of early marriage arrangement, which was not addressed by the previous 

studies. Hence, this study labors over filling the gap in the reviewed studies. 



CHAPTER THREE 

DESCRIPTION OF THE STUDY AREA AND THE 

PEOPLE 

3.1. Study Area Description 

The Amhara Region is one of the larger states of Ethiopia and is located in the Northern, North 

Eastern and Central parts of the country. It is the second largest state in the country, following 

Oromia region, and covers an area of 170,752km2, which is about II percent of Ethiopia ' s total 

area (Berhanu & Fayera, 2005; ANRS, 2010). The region is divided into eleven adm ini trat ive 

zones, 106 rural and nine urban woredas and 2,927 rural Kebeles. Bahir Dar is the region' 

capital. Amhara region is divided into three major agricultural climatic zones: hi ghland (ddga) 

(above 2,300 meters), mid-highland, (wayna daga) (1 ,500 to 2,300 meters) and lowland (gol/a) 

(below 1,500 meters) accounting for 20%, 44% and 28% of the land ar a, re pectively. Thi 

varied ecology is also a source of diversified agriculture in the region. A large part of the 

population is living in highland areas with steep slope topography (ibid. see also Appendix 4). 

Fogera Woreda, the study area, is found in South Gondar Administrative Zone of Amhara Region 

(see Appendix 4). The Woreda is one of the eight woredas bordering Lake Tana and has 

estimated water bodies of23,354 ha. It is classified as one of the surplus productizing Woredas in 

the region and endowed with stunning diverse natural resource, with the capacity to grow various 

annual and perennial crops. The altitude ranges from 1774 to 2410 mas!. The mean annual 

rainfall is 1216.3mm and ranges from 1 103 to 1336mm. The Woreda is mainly dominated by one 

long rainy season (ILRI & MoA, 2005; FW ARDO, 2010). Fogera is bordered on the south by 

Dera, on the West by Lake Tana, on the North by the Ribb River which separates the place from 

Kemkem, and on the East by Farta. Rivers in Fogera include the Gumara and the Rib, both of 

which drain into Lake Tana. Rice, Teff, Corn, Sorghum, Cotton and Sesame are important cash 

crops (IPMS 2004, cited in Gordon, et.a!. 2007; CSA, 2008; FW AO, 2010; FW ARDO, 20 10). 



3.2. Eco-System 

According to the Fogera Woreda Agricultural and Rural Development Office report (FWARDO, 

2010), the Woreda is regarded as the mid-highland (Woynadega) and while a sli ght vari at ion 

found in the P As, including the research sites (Kuahr Mikael fo wld in mid-highland, 

(Woynadega) while Zeng Mikael is under lowland (Qolla) PA. 

Belg and Meher are two harvesting seasons, with short and long rainy periods, respectively. As a 

result, farmers depend on Meher season rain for crop production (l LRJ & MoA, 2005). 

According to the FWARDO (2010), the dominant soil type in the Fogera plains i black clay so il 

(ferric vertisols), while the med and high altitude areas are orthic Luvisols. 

3.3. Infrastructure 

Away from the main-road, there is no access of electricity and virtually no telephone network 

although mobile phones work in some areas. The roads are di ffi cult to access and many areas can 

only be reached on-foot or by horse or mules. Some Peasant Associations have diesel-powered 

mills uses by power generators. 

The accessibility of infrastructure in general and road in particular is very poor mainly in Zeng 

Mikael P A. At this juncture, the stated area situation led the researcher to argue on the 

explanation of Bevan (1997) that Ethiopia's road transport system can not support an effi cient and 

market-based production and distribution system. Its road density is one of the lowest in Africa 

and nearly 75% of farms are more than half a day's walk from all-weather roads. Accordingly, it 

takes 2 hours for community members of Zeng Mikael (students, marketers and miller user 

farmers) to reach the nearby small town Alember. On the other hand, lake transport is also very 

slow and uncertain; transfer from Fogera Woreda to Bahir Dar could take 5 hours, not including 

the time needed to walk to the lake shore (Gordon, et.a!. 2007). 

Animal dung, wood and crop residues are used as major source of energy in the area. 
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3.4. Resource Basis 

The two major rivers, Gumara and Ribb, are of great resource importance to Fogera Woreda . 

These rivers are mainly used for irrigation during the dry season fo r the producti on of 

horticultural crops, mainly vegetables. Some farmers also use water pumps to produce 

vegetables, cereals and pulses. Accordingly, Gumara River- passes through Fuafuat Gajera, Kinti 

Merewa, Abagunde Sendega, Aba Kiros, Bebeks, Kuahr Mikael, Shena Kidi st Hanna, Wagatera 

and Guramba PAs. On the other hand Reb River- Passes through Wetemb, Addis Betekerstian, 

Ribb Gebriel, Debasi Farta, Abana Kokit, Shaga, Naber and Shina PAs and ends into Lake Tana 

(see Appendix 4). However, the farming system of the study area is based on grain-li vestock 

complex, the peasant associations noted on the Gumara River benefited a lot from the irrigation 

process and the farmers to produce three times a year. 

3.4.1. Production 

According to the FWARDO (2010), cereal crops production officer, confession ri ce production 

has been introduced some five years ago in the Fogera plains and currently about 4,516 ha. of 

land is under rice cultivation using the X-Jigna variety. In the introduction of the rice into the 

area, for the first time, farmers have been hesitated to accept the rice meanwhile through sti ff 

efforts by the office; they start to produce it and benefited a lot. Rice (Oryza sativa L.) grown 

during the main rainy season and is planted in June. A number of other crops such as noug, 

finger millet, teff are also produced in this area. During the dry season, mainly on those Ribb 

River bordering PAs, much of the area is left for livestock grazing. Meanwhile, horticultural 

crops production, particularly onion, is becoming a major agricultural activity during the dry 

season using irrigation in the Gumara River bordering PAs. 

A diversified way of harvesting process is found. As a result the harvest is both a cereal (Yebire 

Eh ile , such as tefJ, wheat, barley and so on) and while others harvested Yeageda Ehile, such as 

maize, sorghum. Specifically, in Kuahr Mikael PA, the production is prioritized as rice, 

horticulture (onion, pepper and tomatoes), oil crop (No ug) , pulses (chickpea) and also guaya 

(chickling peas), whereas in Zeng Mikael PA the main production is tefJ, maize, wheat, sorghum, 

and also apiculture. As Bahir Dar is only 48 kms away from Kuahr Mikael PA, it is possible that 

this area could be a good source of tomato, onion and other vegetables to the town. Moreover, 
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farmers sold tomatoes, onion and other perishable vegetables to the nearby town, Woreta. On the 

other hand, those farmers, in Zeng Mikael PA, who have access to large farmland tend to 

diversify the crops, while those who have small amounts of land sow teff because its price per 

quintal is better than other crops and it is the major crop preferred for subsistence. Guaya (Grass 

pea, Lathyrus sativus L.) is also produced in the area. 

3.4.2. Livestock 

The principal livestock reared in this area include cattle, mules, donkeys, horses, chi ckens, sheep 

and goats. Cats and dogs are found everywhere. Horses, mules, and donkeys are used as personal 

and material transportation sources. In addition, oxen are considered as farming asset , cows fo r 

milk, sheep and goat for meat. 

More to the use as a source of food, the hides and skins of cattle and sheep are used in making 

"traditional" or culture borne products. In the past, people were using hides and skin of catt le 

and sheep for making ofjendi (bed sheet), akmada (container of grains), mechanya (rope), agoza 

(spread for seats) and lamenet (spread used both for seats and as a bed sheet). Nowadays, these 

materials are being substituted by other materials intruded from urban areas. However, many 

people prefer to sell sheep skin to the hide market when the price is expensive and make it in a 

traditional fabric, while the price is cheap. 

3.4.3. Fishery 

Fishing takes place all year round but the catch is very low during October and November. The 

annual catch from the motorized boat (which has its marketing assured via the co-operative) 

almost certainly exceeds that of all the other tanqwa (small boat) and traps used in the lake in 

Fogera Woreda (Gordon, et.al. 2007). 

3.5. Land Tenure System: the Previous to Present 

The struggle over who controls the land has played a significant role in the history of Ethiopia 

a d t· d (B h & Fayera 2005) Land is a fundamental requirement of thi s n con mues to 0 so er anu " 

patriarchal system, for without it a man cannot fulfill his basic role of supporting hi s dependents 
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and providing a legacy for his children as a reward for their loyalt·y Btl d' . u an I a carce re ource, 

and there are often more claims to land than that land can support Th f: ·h . h' . us, a at er mu t traIn IS 

children to be fierce and aggressive as a deterrent to those who would seek to expropriate parcel 

of their land (Reminick, 1976). Thus in the Amhara society, most kinds of socio-political a well 

as material relations were expressed and reflected through the distribution of right ov r land. 

The marriage requests and arrangements were also interlinked with the possession of land . Si nce 

options other than farming activities are scarce in the rural communities of Amhara land i the , 
main, and in some instances the only, source of livelihoods. 

In general, three periods can be distinguished in relation to land tenure policy and change in the 

history of land tenure in Ethiopia generally and in Amhara Regional State particularly; i.e. the 

pre-1 975 land tenure system, the rule of the Derg regime until 1991 , and the period ince 199 \. It 

is strongly argued that the changes in land tenure system have its own effect in the li fe of 

community members in general and marriage requests as well as arrangements in particular. 

3.5.1. The Pre-1975 Land Tenure System 

This period was coined with terms that were used to describe the land tenure system including 

"ristlkinship, communal, diessa/village, private, state, and church lands" (Berhanu & Fayera, 

2005 :5). Accordingly, the farming populations were divided into lay peasants (chewa) , clergy 

(kahinats), tax paying peasants (gebar, sing) and non farming elite (mekwanint) (Hoben, 1973 : 

4). 

The major form of ownership was the rist system in which all descendants, both male and female, 

of an individual founder were entitled to a share, and individuals had the right to use (a usufruct 

right) a plot of family land. Rist was hereditary, inalienable, and inviolable. No user of any piece 

of land could sell his or her share outside the family. Neither could he or she mortgage or 

bequeath the share as a gift, as the land belonged not to the individual but to the descent group 

(Hoben 1973; Yigremew, 2002, cited in Berhanu & Fayera, 2005; Crewett, et.a\. 2008). The 

other major form of tenure was gult which is an ownership right acquired from the monarch or 

from provincial rulers who were empowered to make land grants. Gull owners collected tribute 

from the peasantry and, until 1974, exacted labor service as payment in kind from the peasant. 
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Until the government instituted salaries in the twentieth century, gull rights w re the typical form 

of compensation for an official (ibid). 

Thus, gult (fief) rights provided economic and political support for the elite and in their territorial 

aspect constituted the framework for the administration of the peasantry. Rist (land-use) ri ghts on 

the other hand, played an important role in the social and economic organization of the local 

community. 

3.5.2. The Land Policy of the Derg Regime 

One of the first acts of the Marxist government (Derg) that took power in 1974 implemented a 

major land reform. The Derg abolished private ownership of land and declared that land to be the 

collective property of the Ethiopian people. Individual households had only user rights to land 

and the rights could not be transferred by sale, lease or mortgage (Berhanu & Fayera, 2005 ; 

Crewett et.a!' 2008). As a result, the Derg nationalized the lands of nobilities, feudal landlords, 

and the churches and then redistributed these to farmers through the newly established peasant 

associations. 

Consequently, the rist system was replaced by the government declaration of "land to the tiller" 

in 1975. Since then, the peasants have had land use rights. Moreover, the equal position and 

eligibility to public land had a major influence in the all rounded life of the community including 

marriage arrangement. This is a major turning point to many marriages in the peasant 

communities of the area because of the change of land use and tenure arrangements. 

3.5.3. Land Policy since 1991 

According to the community elders and knowledgeable individuals ' witnesses, in the area, in the 

year of 1996-97, four committees were set up at the kebele administration (PA) level to 

implement the redistribution of the land policy "fairly and justly." These were: (1) yamaret yzota 

attari komite (land-possession verifying committee); (2) yabetasab bzat attari komile (family-size 

verifying committee); (3) maretdalday komite (land-allotment committee); and (4) qirrela sami 

komite (grievance hearing committee). Thus, land redistribution was carried out and efforts were 

made to give land to families without land. However, land being the scarcest resource; it had to 
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be taken from someone. The redistribution process was based on the assumption that some 

people had benefited illegally and unduly from their cooperation with the Derg regime. It, thus, 

decided to take the land to be redistributed from farmers who were considered to have benefited 

illegally or due to their social position and to have received more land than their due share during 

the past governments. These people were identified as bureaucrats and feudal remnants. 

According the community elders, during the 1997 land redistribution policy, 'Derg bureaucrats' 

did not get the land they earned; it was given to female-headed households and the younger 

members of the community; most were happy. In addition divorced women get equal opportunity 

too. Moreover, 'Feudalists' got land back from the peasant association during this period. 

Thus, the study identified that the land policy which was issued three times had its own 

influences on the arrangement of marriage in general and early marriage in particular. 

Consequently the rights of woman, regards to land, in a society determined by their position in 

the household. Thus women rights to use land are associated with their position in relation to 

men-as mothers, wives, sisters, and daughters (Gray and Kevane 1999). Hence, land is a sensitive 

issue and a backbone to sustain their live. Girls have forced to marry at an early age for this 

purpose. So losing such status led their life unstable and socially insecure. It is worth 

remembering that girls and/ or women do not have any power by themselves. As a result, in order 

to get a power and status in a society they need to have a husband. That is why land and marriage 

arrangement interlinked each other in the peasant communities. 

3.6. Social Structure and Organization 

3.6.1. Kinship, Marriage and Descent 

3.6.1.1. Kinship 

Kinship formations have started with a man married to a woman (Tuupainen, 1970; Sweetman 

2003). Accordingly, the kinship actors at the beginning were three in number: two parents and 

their offspring. In all human societies, a father is regarded by law, custom and morals as an 

indispensable element of the procreative group. In addition, this biological foundation of kinship 

becomes invariably a cultural and not merely a natural fact (Malinowski , 1930). Thus kinship is 
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a major indicator of certain individuals' relatedness within a group (Olson & DeFrain 2000). In 

general, kinship is both "connections and disconnections and, thus, necessaril y involve the 

cultural creation of differences as well as similarity" (Tsing & Yanagisako, 1983). Levi-Strauss 

further argued that kinship groups were simply units in a system of alliances made or expres ed 

by marriage (Fox, 1967; Peletz, 1995). The rights and duties the members have toward each other 

are parts of the system (Tuupainen, 1970). 

Furthermore, the nature of kinship terminologies must be spurious, because the plain fact is that 

classificatory terminologies do not exist and never could have exited. For instance, the major 

rationale for functional anthropologist is, therefore, to understand what kinship reall y means to 

the native (Malinowski, 1930) because kinship concepts describe kinds of kinship groups and the 

norms that govern marital forms, family structure and organization, inheritance, authority and 

residence (Olson & DeFrain, 2000). Thus, specificity of kinship system is central to 

understanding the process of socialization (Dube, 2001). Thus the study used kinship concept 

from the emic point of throughout the course of analysis of data. 

However, kinship is not merely a moral code, but also provides the organizing principles which 

govern the recruitment and placement of individuals in soial groups, formation of the family and 

household, residence at marriage, resource distribution; including inheritance, and obligations 

and responsibilities of individual members of the group in the business living (Dube, 200 1). 

Accordingly, "kinship relations are social relations predicated upon cultural conceptions that 

specify the processes by which an individual comes into being and develops into a complete (i.e. 

mature) social person" (Peletz, 1995). Thus, kinship system is central to w1derstanding the 

process of socialization (Dube, 2001). Moreover, Fox (1967) claimed, a 'kinless man was, at 

best, a man without social position; at worst, he was a dead man' . 

Consequently, for the understanding of any aspect of the social life of an African people, like, 

economic, political or religious, it is essential, mainly to anthropologists, to have a through 

kn 1 d f h . f k' h' and marriage (Radcliffe-Brown & Forde, 1970). Moreover, ow e ge 0 t elf system 0 1I1S Ip 
. . . d k' h' and the family (Nwannobi 1992) and also the mstItution of marriage IS closely relate to IllS Ip , 

enables a child to have a socially recognized mother and father (Bohannan & Middleton 1968 ' 
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Nwannobi, 1992). As the ethnographic data found, this social recogn ition al in lude 

children' s. As a result, though births outside marriage were ra d d ' bl h re an una VI a e owe r 

they did occur, those children were grown up with their parents, mainly with their father h u 

as "yenjera iij " . 

tep 

On the other hand, there were religious kinship relationship in Kuahr Mikael and Zeng Mika 

PAs. As a result the institution of "fictive-kinship relationship e tabli hed thI ugh god­

parenthood and childhood, locally known as abiiiag, is commonly practic d by all rth d x 

Christians" (Guday, 2005). In general, kinship implies relations in blood (biologica l kin hip) 

descent Gural or legal kinship) and marriage (agnatic kinship) (Holy, 1996· Peil & Oy n y 

1998). 

3.6.1.2. Marriage 

Marriage looms important in the life of a society, and thus merits so much anthrop logica l 

attention, precisely because it is not merely an affair of kinship and simply the execution f the 

rule but the strategy and logic whereby societies insure their future (LiPuma, \983). Levi- trau 

captured of marriage system in terms of elementary and complex structure with a 

conceptualization of the underpinning exchanges. Thus, "Marriage exchange" in its double en e 

refers to the flow of unions between exchanging social units and to other transactions which 

accompany marriage, such as bridewealth. These latter transactions may be an adjunct to the 

transfer of rights in persons, or may facilitate long-term cycles of generalized exchange. Thu , 

such exchange ceases to be of "structural" significance (Buchler & Sel by, 1968; Keesi ng, 1975; 

Strathern, 1984; Barnard & Spencer, 2002; Carsten, 2004) and each individual derives hi s/her 

main social identity from hislher membership in the group (Holy 1976: 108). 

For a first marriage, elders who are chosen by the parents of the prospective groom are sent to the 

parents of the prospective bride to request their consent to the marriage. As a re ult, for e er 

marriage arrangement between the two spouses, their relationship counted upto the e enth 

generation. It is not allowed to marry each other below the seventh generation. Any xual 

mating between persons in fictive relationship upto seventh age group i consider d t 111 
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taboo . Thus, according to Claude Levi-Strauss, marriage is the structure of exchange r ulting 

from the incest prohibition (Moore, & Waite, 1981; Barnard, & Spencer \996). 

Marriage can be seen to be an interaction in which each marriage party is accepted by the other. 

In any social interaction, each group in a society identifies itself in cultural term with re pect to 

descent and status (Fisher, 1983). A marriage alliance expresses to the rest of ociety both a 

reciprocal acceptance of the other party's claims and a bond of identity between them. The actua l 

wedding ceremony often serves as a transforming rite which draws the identities ofth principal 

even closer together, although the parameters of the change depend on the cul ture and ituation 

(ibid). 

From the point of view of indigenous law and custom, a marriage is to be regarded primarily a 

an alliance between two kinship groups and only in a secondary aspect a union b tween two 

individual persons (Phillips & Morris, 1971). Thus, the indigenous institution of marri age can 

only be understood if it is viewed as an integral part of the kinship system as a whole (ibid). 

3.6.1.3. Descent 

It is clear that the principle of descent defined here is a means of allocating membership of 

segments of society. That is, an individual is placed within the society into wruch he is born by 

reference to his membership of a segment of it. It underlies the allocation of status, including 

political privileges and liabilities, and often legitimizes rights to various forms of property (Holy, 

1976: 109). Accordingly, in any social interaction, each group in a society identifies itself in 

cultural terms with respect to descent and status (Fisher, 1983). 

For Levi-Strauss, it was marriage rather than descent that was central to the understand ing of 

kinship (Carsten, 2004). Although not all people have a concept of descent, they all recognize 

culturally a domain which "we call" kinship (Holy, 1996). 
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3.6.2. Gender Socialization 

Children, male/female or both, are involved in herding of livesto k d ' I I . . h c an 111 l e p1l1g par nl wll 

domestic work. At the age of 6, girls have forced to help their mothers in th hou ehold duti e 

whereas, a boy is obliged to attend the day to day activities of his father in the fa rming area and 

he can carry the ploughing materials step-by-step and able to carry the fu ll oxen materi al after h 

aged 7. These materials are maresha (plough head), mofer (Plough beam) and kenber (yoke) 

combined and pulled by two oxen. Thus, children in rural areas are considered a econ mica ll y 

useful from about the age of 6. 

Women and girls are responsible for fetching water from the nearest po sible pri ng, ri ver or 

other source. Selling grain, tomatoes and other vegetables in the market, li vestock herding, and 

taking grain to the nearby mill are done by both sexes. In addition to the hou eh Id 

responsibilities, women have duties of land preparation, sowing, hoeing, weeding harve ting and 

livestock production. 

There are socially constructed roles for both women and men in the studied communi tie , whi ch 

may be regarded as gender role (referring to the expected behavior, act, duty and re pon ibility f 

women and men, which are specified by different socio-cultural factors). The interaction of these 

factors determines the clothing, acting and working behavior of both men and women. Thus, 

ploughing is a sole male activity. Other agricultural activities such as weeding, harvesting, and 

transporting crops and livestock activities are usually carried out communally within the 

household and can be done mutually by men and women. However, according to Bevan (1997), 

men are currently much more central in subsistence food production in Ethiopia than elsewhere 

in sub-Saharan Africa. 

3.6.3. Women's and Girls' Position 

For every individual, brothers and sons are more valuable than sisters and daughters. Thi does 

not mean that sisters and daughters may not be loved as much as brothers and sons. However, a 

girl values her brother more than her sister because the former will do much fo r her throughout 

life, while the latter will "disappear" after marriage. Similarly, a woman values her on mor 

than her daughters because the former will be her major source of support in her own home tead 
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(compound). Indeed, a woman's position in her husband's home is not con lidal d un Ie 

produces at least one son (Gupta 1987, cited in Astone, et.a!. , 1999). Levi- trau Furth r argued 

that social interaction and exchange may produce resources (i.e., social capital) that are a ailable 

to be used for further ends (ibid). Thus, women are primarily responsible for child care (ibid) and 

after bearing a child, "the woman is no longer a woman" (Hanmer & Itzin, 2000' . Apr. 

2005) in what ever the age she has (UNICEF, 2001 , Apr. 2005). 

In general, the universal female role in child socialization and the univer al ex p rience by whi ch 

girls are socialized by women to particularistic and personalistic character have been in v ked t 

account for the confinement of women to the domestic sphere (Engle , 1973; uinn 1977 ' 

O'Kelly, 1980; Kammeyer, 1987) and the major portion of a woman is to "rul d the h LI e" 

(Engles et.al., 1973). Thus, woman's social status and the sexual role accorded her in society are 

related facts which find expression in the rules and attitudes governing marital and ex tra-marital 

relations (Opler, 1943). 

As soon as she is able, a girl starts caring for younger siblings, helps in food preparation, and 

spends long hours hauling water and fetching firewood. As she grows older, he i valued .~ r the 

role she will play in establishing kinship bonds through marriage to another famil y, thereby 

strengthening the community status of her family. She is taught to be subservient, a a 

disobedient daughter is an embarrassment to her family. 

3.7. Capital 

The community members regarded an individual whether poor or rich based on di fferent 

characteristics or capital indications. Accordingly, Bevan (1997) briefly explains the criteri a that 

Ethiopian peasants use for deciding wealth status based on the following wealth indicators: 

• Economic Capital: an indication of productive factors (private, collective and public). 

• Social Capital: an indication of relationships, organization, management of the family 

and occupational role in a community. 

• Cultural Capital: gains through norms, beliefs, values, knowledge, information, ideology 

(e.g. the status of women) in a society. 
. 'f solidarity and mobilizati on of th • Political Capital: is an indicator of mterests, POSl IOn, 

law. 
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• Coercive Capital: a major pointer on an individu I' t h ass rengt , weaponry and fear. 

• Personal Capital: is an indication of personality sk'II' . , IS, experience and chan rna of an 

individual, and 

• Environmental Capital: is the major indicator to the preservation and maintenance of 

natural resources, climate, altitude, degradation, pollution, and diseases. 

Thus, the aforementioned capitals were major turning points to an individual to get a po ition, 

recognition, power and status in a community. Accordingly, children of the community are 

recruited based on the above accommodation of capital by their parents to become ri ch and 

wealthy in one or many of the capitals. However, poor household farmers do not have any capita l 

in a community and even ploughing by mekenajo (an oxen sharing process). In addition their 

wives also prepare araqi (distilled liquor), {alia (local beer) to sustain the wellbeing of the 

family. 

3.8. Local Institutions and Organizations 

Labor Work Arrangements 

Largely men and in some instances women in the poor household families were recruited as a 

labor worker in the rich or wealthy peasant farming homes. The agreements between the two 

parties mostly with men are about on the farming duties, whereas the agreement with female is on 

the household responsibilities. Thus, concurrence is under the grouping ofbaqurt, drbonna (drbo), 

and siso (sisoiUia). 

baqur{: It is an arrangement when a given household does not have any male member to ass ist 

the father in farm work, or when all children, especially male ones, are sent to school and their 

parents want them to give emphasis to their education, or when children are self-sufficient and 

when parents have no one to support them. As a result balaqur{ aras (the farm servant) works for 

an individual landholder at a predetermined wage. In this arrangement, the farm servant (aras) 

lives with the employer's household and is provided with food and a sleeping place. The hired 

tiller is requested to perform other activities over and above the farm-work. Payment for this kind 

of work is based on the agreement of the two parties on barr or crop (in cash or in kind) . 
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orbofifia (arbo) (one-fourth): this is a deal whereby a farm servant is employed in the h u 

for doing farm work activities and other activities in the employer's house. His shelter and D d i 

with his employer and takes 1I4th of his employer's yield at harvest. 

Sisofifia (siso) (one-third) is a common arrangement for wage labour. The major role of the 

sisofifia is harvest and farming activity and he never lives with his master. Thu , the agreement i 

held on a specific ploughing to take 1I3rd of the final product (harvest). 

Communal Work and Living Condition 

Dabo or wan/al (communal work) is an institution which takes place if a peasant is unable to 

work his/ her own land (due to illness, old age, lack of oxen, or being a woman) prepare a fea t 

and receives assistance in the form of human labour and/or oxen power from fTiend , relat ive , 

neighbors, or mahabar co-members. Thus, it is organized for ploughing! owi ng, weedi ng or 

harvesting. 

In the previous years, people used to keep their livestock in a cattle kraal, locall y known as barti/ . 

The Mrti! is found in the residing room of the family. However, today most of the people keep 

their livestock in a section of their houses or in separate houses which are built fo r animal only. 

Most of the current barats are former household residing rooms. In addition, the majority of the 

commimity members have their own tin-corrugated roof houses (yaqorqoro bet). 

Religious Celebration 

Since almost all community members in the studied PAs are Orthodox Tewahido Christians, 

there are festivals on all major Orthodox Christian holidays like Meskel (the day for the 

commemoration of the founding of the True Cross), Timket (Epiphany), Genna (Chri stmas) and 

Fasika (Easter). New Year is also celebrated as the day of Saint Yohannes in t~e begiJUljng day 

of every year, i.e. Meskerem 1 st. 

The most prominent monthly religious days are: on the 1
st 

of each month is Lidela; 3
rd 

Bala; 5
th 

day of the month Abo; 7th day Sostu Sellassie; lih St. Mikael; 16
th 

Kidanemihel; 19
th 

I. Gabrael; 

21 st St. Mary; 23rd Georges; 24th Teklehaymanot; 2ih Medhane Alem; 29
th 

Beale Egziabher. 
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Moreover, people have the strict belief that if they go to the field on these reli giou h lida th 

will be punished by God. 

Community Based Organizations (CBO's) 

Senbete and Mahber are voluntary associations of farmers established in the name of certain 

Christian Saints. Accordingly, Senbete is a Sunday feast, whereas Mahber is held on the name of 

different saints. Hence, St. Sillasse, St. Mikael, St. Gabriel, St. Georges and St. Medihanialem r 

Behale Egiziyabiher are mainly regarded as men's Mahber. On the other hand Bala, Kidi 'l 

Kidanemihret, and Maryam are regarded as women's Mahber. Thus, the former Mahber 

celebrated on the shade of trees in the church compound, whereas the latter mahber ar held in 

the house. 

"Traditional" Conflict Resolution Mechanisms 

The villagers prefer to resolve disputes through the local institution of Shimgilina (council of 

elders) rather than going to the formal government courts. Community elder and religious 

leaders are playing critical roles for the achievement of Shimgilina. The Shimgilina i carried out 

in the social gathering days mainly on Sundays after the mass church ceremony. Thu , it i 

obvious to see, every Sunday in the church, shemagilewoch and conflicting parties in di ffe rent 

space in solving conflict or disagreements including marriage related problems. 

50 



CHAPTER FOUR 

THE NATURE OF EARLY MARRIAGE 

ARRANGEMENTS IN FOGERA WOREDA 

4.1. The Changing and Hidden Patterns of Early Marriage Arrangements 

The ancient Amhara proverb avowed the marriage process of the region, "The eed goes t th 

soil, the soil never comes to the seed" meaning the elders of the prospective hu band's family go 

to the homestead of the girl's family to inquire into the possibility of an alliance. It al mean 

that a man's "seed" can be planted only after the "soil," i.e. , the woman's sex, has been "plowed" 

by the man's instrument of procreation. In both farming and marriage, a man' plowing of a parcel 

ofland, especially virgin land, gives him certain usufructory rights over that territory (Rem inick 

1976: 753). 

After several months' preparation, when the marriage necessities have been accumulated, the 

wedding ceremonies begin with the couple's presence at a great feast held at the brid 's home. A 

similar feast is also set at the groom's homestead, where his parents separately entertain their 

relatives and friends. In the evening, after all the guests are satisfied, the time called gabica 

(wedding ceremony) arrives. The gabica, wedding ceremonies, take place after the end of harvest 

season and religious fasting months; that is conducted mainly on the months of January or in 

April (Alemante, 2004: 24) in a wedding place called cagula. 

Virginity of a girl before marriage is highly regarded and anticipated by both her and her 

husband's family. It is also made public during the wedding ceremony and tribute is given to the 

girl through some celebrations for her success in maintaining her virginity. Accordingly, after the 

preliminary sexual intercourse, both of her husband's family members and the mize sing the ritual 

keyla s{Jbere or bir ambar seberelwe. This ceremony is only held when the spouses are in the 

same age category. However, there is no such celebration and sexual intercourse in the practice of 

early marriage. 



The arrangement for provision of gifts during the marriage . t t' d h . 
In erac Ion an t e pr cedllre differ 

from the olden time; thus the traditional gifts exchanged by pare t b C h . n s elore t e marnag in the 

study PAs have multifarious features. Accordingly, it is too difficult to easily und r tand and 

make generalization about the marriage gifts. As Bossen (1988) stated that one di ffic ulty in 

analyzing and generalizing about marriage activities is the variability of marriage practic s. 

Another is the fact that in many societies, marriage is not defined as a single event, ceremony r 

one time economic transaction. It may be established slowly, by increments, with varying ri ght 

and complex obligations, and it may be established without any formal tran fer of property. 

Moreover, Hoben (1973:49) explained as: 

Cattle are the most important form of property, but horses, donkey, mules, 'heep, and 
small sums of money may also be given. Initially the formal agreement of property is 
made outdoors in neutral ground and is witnessed by a number of elders. At a later 
date, after the wedding, the elders could gather again to view the Iiveslock in question 
and make adjustments for minor discrepancies in their apparent worth. 

According to community elders and grand parents, in the old days, since the farmer II ed to 

produce a lot of crops, it was very easy to have their children get married in a great fea t, 

because, at that period, a qunna (large grass basket holding about 10kg) of grai n cost j II t ten 

cents, an ox could be bought for just 20 and 30 b;;)rr. Money was hard to come by then and food 

grain was cheap. Nowadays, it is very difficult and needs much money to organize marri age 

feast, thus either the feasts is held in a simple manner or the only wealthiest persons of the 

society could set a great marriage feast. 

Consequently the arrangement of marriage is traced back in the far past as being very expens ive 

which demands a huge expense from both the bride and the groom side. During the grand parents 

generation the impact of religion and politics also geared the arrangement of marriage. 

Community members were also tempted to arrange marriage with the well to do to share wealth 

and guarantee social dignity. The society also positively approved of marriage with the land lords 

and local officials for their high social status. In general marriage would be arranged by famili e 

claiming high social status than the right couples working on realities that would bring them 

together. In fact as community elders and secondary literatures argued the influence of religion 

and politics reduced although it was not proved by a reliable research. 
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According to the findings of this study the marriage fleast us d t ' e 0 extravagant In Id n tim -

since people had better economic level compared to families at pre ent. all marri age ~ a t 

would also be organized in public without trying to disguise anything, Currently arl mania 

carried out underneath a certain social or family reason. The feast is also Ie er \ hi h i r lati 

cheaper due to lower economic background of community member than the pre u 

However the decreasing of wealth and income of community member thr ugh tim n d 

additional investigation. 

In this research three generations has been referred to as grand parent generati n par nt 

generation and daughter generation which are considered the target egment f a parti cular 

family. Thus grand parents' generation of this study breakdown includes elder ab v th a e r 
65 years of age and who have grand children. Parents' generation in this tudy i c n idered a 

people above the age of 45 years and who have married or proposed children ~ r marri age, 

Daughters' generation in this study is viewed as girls under the age of 18 wh are c nsidered 

from etic pint of view, as early married girls. They are also included in thi study a cas 

participants. 

4.1.1. Grand Parents' Generation 

The "traditional" marriage alliance occurs between two families of relatively equal wealth and 

status that have children ready for marriage (Reminick, 1976: 756). The marriageable ages in the 

imperial times, for the bride was ten to thirteen and eighteen to twenty years for the groom 

(Hoben, 1973) because it was the tradition to marry-off girls at their teens and boy at their 

twenties (Levine, 1965, in Alemante 2004). Thus boys for the first marriage in their late teen or 

early twenties; and girls at twelve or thirteen, ideally before menarche (Hoben, 1973), 

Most of the time, the age gaps between the spouses were in favor of the hu band id either 

the bride's family nor the brides try to do away with this domination, Thu , the marnage 

arrangement process and the establishment of goggo (hut) were based on the plan and good \ ill 

of the husband and his parents. In relation to the issue at hand, grand parents of the community 

through different ethnographic methods uttered the condition in their own word a: 

1 '/.d' K' ual'lesellasie period l a bride had 10 be lII ueh OU/I er lIT 1/1 IT r 
n our time \ I urmg mg fll 'I b 'd ' d' ' 

h b d
!,r th I'age agreement was held between the n e 0 /1 100111 

us an . lVloreover, e marr ' 
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parents and all the favors went to the , . . . . 
partners should be in a huge a grhoom s side. It IS also obvIous that the two 

ge gap, t us the age gap 01 II '. . fi 
husband a great deal T.hese be ,r.t b' 1e spouses avors the . neJI s were aSlcally a . . fi . . 
sharing of land. In addition a wifi s compensation or his gift and 

. b' ,I e was supposed to protect him as he got too old' to 
give many /rths throughout her life and to resp t h ' . II ' ' 

b 
. h if . ec 1m In a , Instances. Thus re pe t is 

a aSlC t eme 0 relatIOn, because there is no w . d" . 
b d.

. db" orse IS respect, In our culture, than to 
e Isrespecte y one s wife (Kuahr Mikael and Z APk I p' A ' 2010). eng lVil ae Et s, January-February 

At that time, it was expected that marriages were arranged by parents and were ble ed by 

religious leaders and the marrying partners were obliged to i:ollow th's g 'd I' A I h 11 .1 Ul e me. s a re u t, t e 

main rationales of parents on the marriage arrangement process were getting a good child-in-Iaw 

and family member, captured through religious dogma and prerequisites. 

During the grandparents' generation, religious and political factors determined the marnage 

arrangement process in general and early marriage arrangement in particular. For the e rea on , 

early marriage was practiced as the tool to ascend their hierarchies in the upper clas e f the 

society (Alemante, 2004). It is, therefore, primarily designed to hold on political power and to 

channel available resources to the dominant groups of the society. 

4.1.2. Parents' Generation 

The marriage arrangement procedure is almost similar within the grandparents ' generation , 

however, in this period, the political and religious actors were not decisive. Before the 1974 

Revolution, religion had a significant role in the social structure (Alemante, 2004) and after the 

overthrow of the Emperor; the power of religion in marriage arrangement fell down. Alemante 

(2004:73) admitted the situation that "with the progressive inculcation of socialist ideology in to 

the community, the force of religion diminished on marriage". Religious fathers also encouraged 

early marriage since the Emperor's regime. Such intervention was carried out through local 

priests applauding marriage of daughters at their early age. 

Consequently, the feast services were decreasing in quality and quantity. As a result befor the 

wedding day the selected village elders called ama 0 (who negotiate the bridal gift, and 

exchanges of properties, land and cattle between the groom's and bride's famil y member ) mak 

indent b t h t Co '1' On the wedding day the bride was wrapped in traditional ure e ween t e wo laml les. ' 
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white clothing that hides her face and she was carried c'rom h ' 
11 er parents gog on th da f h r 

wedding in great ceremonial features. 

Since the collapse of the Derg regime, the commu 't b . my mem ers practlc d earl y marriage 

extensively again and nobody asked them anything concerning early marriage. ecau f 

insecurity during that time, the challenge and confrontation of parents about the early marriag 

arrangement process stopped, as Alemante (2004) characterized the period a the manife lati on f 

the social, economic and political crises that were accumulated for a decade. in thi regard ne r 
the key informants in Kuahr Mikael narrated the situation as follows: 

I remember that in the Derg regime, the peasant association leaders imprisoned parent .. 
who had arranged early marriage for two days. Then, they were released after their 
confession of not doing the act. However, the act did not continue for long by the 
government and early marriage was extremely free enabling us to marry our children It 

any age. However, in the current days it is too hard to arrange early marria e to our 
children publicly; as a result we organize it in a hidden manner (Kuahr Mikael PA, 
January 2010). 

Consequently, the marriage age of both girls and boys dropped through time, and hence the age 

at marriage of girls dropped from 12 to 9 years and boys from 18 to 12 year (Alemante 2004). 

Similarly, the study of Guday (2005) also stated the same result and found that "the age at fir t 

marriage is getting down from 10 to 7 years and from 12 to 9 years" to girl s and boys 

respectively. Although the fact that more investigation and in-depth study is needed to prove the 

above facts, it was obvious that unrest during the Derg regime fueled the prevalence of earl y 

marriage arrangements for the government became lenient in controlling the situation. 

4.1.3. Children's Generation 

The trend of marriage arrangement in general, and early marriage arrangement in particular are 

changing in form and pattern during children's generation. Here, the basic notion of marri age 

requirement, i.e. public attendance and witnesses of individuals in the marriage arrangement 

process has been hidden and only the will of marrying children'S parents are taken as major 

. . . d ff' hidden manner based on the good wi II 
cntenon. As a result, children have been marne 0 111 a 

of their parents. 
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Since, the early marriage arrangement process is held in a "secret" and h'dd I 
I en manner an ear 

married girl, unlike the previous generations does not have and k h ~ ~ , rna e er own gOg70 

immediately after her marriage, Thus, she may have her own goggo when either she ha become 

pregnant or when it is believed that she reached the exact "marriage age", Since this "marriage 

age" is societal and culture-specific, it is not obvious, to be at her age of 18, Accordingly, 

societal age of marriage is the stage by which society considers a girl as ready for marriag , Thi 

is not often determined based on how old a girl is but it is viewed from the point of view of the 

daughters ' parents' economic background, communal popularity of her parents and girl ' 

physical reality, As a result, it takes months or years for a bride to build her own goggo after her 

marriage. However, when she gives birth, she builds in a new goggo and lives with her husband 

in her in-laws' homestead, because she is considered as a woman, and no more treated a a "girl", 

Though anonymity of results is found, most of the early married girls emphasized that it i bett r 

if a girl is married in her interest and at the instance when she was mature enough to manage her 

family and to live in harmony with her husband's family as well as to fini sh her childhood time 

and be able to care of her children in a better way. Thus, girls prefer to be married, at later age, by 

their own will rather than based on the preference of their parents, But they want to re pect the 

will and promise of their parents and accept it without questioning them, They trust their parents 

and strongly believe that they did their level best towards the fate of their children's li fe as well 

as the honor of the family. Accordingly, married girls stated the situation, during the focus group 

discussion, in their own words as follows: 

We live in a very stressful and controlled condition mainly by our in-laws, and by the 
objection to give birth at an early age, So, our fate is on th~ hands of o~r husbands and 
in-laws, We have no option to lead our life and to dete~mrne our destll1~ by ourse/~es, 
Worst of all, if we get pregnant and give birth, the delzvery,process W ill be h~1d /11 a 
secret manner because we might contact with health professlO~als w~o rep~rt It to the 
government and that is hard to our husbands, So, the delrvery ,IS ca~ned out by 

t d 't ' I 'd ' 'the communl'ty Tn addition in the husband s famrly home, we ra IlOna ml wives In . 1, , 

h h th th n as a wlifie because nobody wants to 
are treated as one member of t e ouse, ra er a , , 

kn b t I t ' Everythl'ng is secretive and we find ourselves powerless, Bul, It 
ow a au our re a IOn. ' b . ' , fi ' ' h fi I ected and recognized from the commul1lly mem el S 

IS azr to mentIOn t at we ee resp I d II 
who know about our hidden arranged marriage, For instance, they congralu ate an t~ 

d 
't ' 'the future When we compare our status with 

us we will be fine and in a goo POSI IOn /11 , fi II iffi 
cted bv the community members and u 0 uture 

our age mates, we are more respe .f 

hopes (Zeng Mikael, February 2010), 
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Consequently such hidden marriage of girls begins with the prom I' e f . o marr Ing par nl t marr 
their respective children to each other. Then the wedding ceremonie ndu t d 

underneath a certain social or family celebration. The thinking and tre of girl a lit th ir 

marriage begins during the early negotiation. However parent are often d termin d in 

convincing of their daughters that the marriage arranged to the daughter own hen 

the girls moved to their proposed husband in-laws home after one or two month t di u the 

early marriage. After their arrival at their husband in-laws house, they would bc tr at d a 

relatives of the family which has its own difficulties for the new bride . De pite all th dd the 

early married girls try to put up with the situations that come along in order t pect t 

their parents by paying the price and doing all it takes. 

The study further showed that marriage was arranged between the equal i.e. in tatus w alth , 

economic condition, educational level and so on. Thus, it is very rare to have a marri age with th 

lower levels of the social strata. Here, it is worth mentioning that the situation is better wh n the 

lower level is daughters than sons. As a result, most of the parents in lower level need t marry 

off their children with the higher level social group family members, uch a t marry with 

wealthy, rich, educated (mainly religious), respected and powerful individuals of the c mmunity. 

Similarly, on the mentioned issue Bartz and Nye (1970) stated that the lower a cial cIa s of a 

boy's or a girl ' s parents, the more likely early marriage will occur. Consequentl y parent fa 

lower social level status strive to change and upgrade their position by marrying off their 

children, mainly daughters, to the upper level family members. 

4.2. The Current Nature and Prevalence of Early Marriage Arrangement 

4.2.1. Mode of Mate Selection 

During the marriage arrangement process parents know each other for a long time, and the 

spouses also know each other as 'friends' through the common relationship and acquaintan e f 

. . h hIt' n of Popenoe & Whitehead (2004) that theIr parents. Hence the study argue WIt t e exp ana 10 

. . through an introduction b famil 
the most likely way to find a future marrIage partner IS ' 

friends, or acquaintances. 
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Furthermore, the results from FOD and key informant interview with communit Id r and 

knowledgeable individuals revealed that early marriage is arranged mainly b ri ch famili . In 

addition to the high requests from community members to marrying off their hildr n ri h 

parents are in need of an heir for their wealth. Thus, wealth of a family ha two~ Id impa t n 

the girls ' life, i.e. not letting them to attend their 'formal education ', becau e of many h 

duties and burdens, and to marry at their early age. Most of the wealthie t par nt a 

education' from an economical point of view. However, poor parents have n thing t and 

invest for their children's marriage and that nobody asks and needs a girl fTom ap r famil y ~ r 

marriage. 

Parents are supposed to execute this mate selection right and approve the marriag partner f 

their children. Thus, they give utmost importance to the emotions of their daughter intere ts and 

feelings. To this end, the more a parent, mainly the household head i inter ted in the child and 

his or her family, the more a child is supposed to be a child in-law. In other word , parents c m 

into conclusion and admission after examining the merits and demerits of their ch ice as well a 

the future fate of their children. On the other hand, children are suppo ed to re pect their parent 

choices since their parents have huge experience and are expected to make favo r t their 

children. 

Most of the parents, in key informant as well as in-depth interviews and FGD avowed that 

marriage arrangement for girls at an early age is the appropriate procedure in the tudy area. ven 

those informants who showed their refusal to marry off their children at an early age were tho e , 
in a "low" economic position and social status. One of the FGD discussant Ashebir Danlte a 75 

years old elder from Kuahr Mikael PA during the discussion asserted the issue at hand in hi own 

words as follows: 

I d I I gh by borrowing oxen from others or by lIIekenajo. I COIl am very poor, an even p ou . . . I . 
not think of ivin my daughters away for marriage because falll1ltes pul 1.lelr reque ,I 
forward ani gto tk wealthy daughters. The wealthiest parents as well ~s Ihelr dat,lghlel ~ 

I y b t d proposed for marriage. Commu/1lty lIIelllbel are, 
ahre c oser to e requ~s e ~trh daughters oifthe rich parents. These rich familie do 
t erefore propose marnage WI . d t I 

h 
' hi . h dling the expenses of the marriage f east, grant all pare II a 

not ave pro ems m an over are unlikely 10 be propo d for 
gifts. Since my three daughters, because of my P ty, . d . 

d h t chool to pursue Ihelr e ucatlOIl. 
marriage I have decided to sen t em 0 s 
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factor to get a social recognition and respect parents tak' d . . 
, 109 care an gl due aU ntl n r mat 

selection to their children. One of the informants durl' . d -I ' . , ng an 10- ept 1 tnt r Ie a 
situation as: 

Glory to God, I am happy in my bifie I am at the age oif50 ! . d I ..' . was marne al I 7e a oj 
11. My husband IS aprIest, 18 years older than me.! gave birlh,for Ihe firSI lim \Vii III 

was 13. Thanks to God, I have 10 children My husband ad! h ' . . n were 10 el ' 1' SIll e our 
marrzage. Now, we are able to see our grandchildren. Accordin Iy 6 oif o . ,-'Id ' 
h h ' ~~ I h ' W C II , II 
ave t ell' own goggo. t ink this is the ultimate success in our lives (Early marri d 

grandmother, Zeng Mikael PA, January 2010). 

Similarly, most of the parents preferred to marry off their children mainly girl at their ca rl 

age. Thus, it is proper action to marry off their daughters at any age and n b dy dared t laim 

this action, except the parents. It is also common saying by parents that hal '7e man a abaw h 

dares to speak on the behalf of my child). Accordingly, they do not fear the lega l in lrumcnt and 

intervention of different bodies and usually they are so confident on their daughter . In additi n 

parents do not bother asking their children's opinion before finali zing the marriage. inc family 

values are prescribed and respected in the local communities. 

Hence, parents who arranged early marriage could not try to consider the right f their earl y 

married daughters. The learning opportunities, marriage mate selection and other life r lat d 

issues were determined by the parents. Thus, there is no space for a girl ' voice t be heard. 

Moreover, community members see the action of early marriage from their cultural point f iew 

and perceive it as a "correct and acceptable practice of a society". Nonetheles , the word , link cI 

to describe the practice of early marriage, like; "harmful", "illegal", "crime", "backward' and 

"traditional" do not have any value in the studied peasant communities. Even tho e moth r and 

grandmothers, who got married at their early age and had faced health problem could n t take 

the practice as a "harmful" practice and they had married off their daughter at their earl age. 

Similarly, one female parent, Minalush Shega aged 39, from Kuahr Mikael PA ho ha arrang d 

early marriage asserted during the interview the situation in her own word as follo\ : 

My child (daughter) was too young to make decisions on her lIIale ele lion a~/d 
. t 7'n ' 's our (parents) duty to select and approve our chIldren-ln-

marrIage arrange men . 1, IS I . . . . , b ' d I! 
laws, not she and nobody else orders us. This needs a big deCISion a;l~ 11 I a .1 I -ea . I 
. I d win' it is life which deserves SOlllel11l1 pe la , Ili a 
IS not a game, yo~ pay an, ' k " kinshi 'J a bad ". / and III jOl/l il 
generationjormatlOn. I do not allow her to 1I1a e Illy I .. . 

if 
' ,f{, '/ Now 1 have a re pan Ibl/r l 10 do 

were in this position because a my parents eJJOI ., d 'd , 
so. My daughter does not understand anything, she is /00 young 10 e I on u 1 



matters, and she is good in accepting our (parents) order IK h M'/ca I PA 
2010). !, ua r I e, Jal1uar 

Moreover, female parents or mothers during FGD agreed with the aforementioned id a and 

confessed that children's preference in mate selection is a strange and unthinkable pr dur. 

Thus, everything is arranged by parents and no other body is allowed to play such a role. Thi i a 

family matter and no one asks and wants to ask like that. They elaborated the issue a ti II 

It is very st:~nge and rare to. n:ake a meeting and selection between the marryin 
spouses. Thzs zs not a good tradztlOn, and children have their role as we have such roles, 
like spouses selection. Their role is accepting our (parents,) order. The family heady 
decide and reach on the arrangement and the selection of marrying children. This is our 
custom, nobody violates it and we do not want our children in a bad manner. They 
(children) must be shaped by us (parents) (Kuahr Mikael and Zeng Mikael PAs, January 
2010) 

Early married girls shared the above views and stated that their parents are neither willing t ' \ 

accept their feeling about mate selection nor they allowed them to di scuss on their marri age. 

Thus, accepting the choice and procedure of marriage arranged by their parents' wa the onl y 

option girls were left with. If they were not in cooperation with their parents parental and 

communal isolation and cursing could follow. Furthermore, the case mentioned below illu trate' 

as follows: 

I was forced to marry at the age of 12, when I was a grade 2 student. At that time, Illy 
parents neither allowed me to continue my education nor agreed with my husband to do 
so. Thus, I was voiceless and had little to say about my marriage. My father and my 
mother were in favor of giving me away for marriage at m~ ear/~ age. They are 0 

happy about their action (in-depth interview with early married girl at the age of 12, 
Zeng Mikael PA, February 2010). 

We were forced to marry at an early age. None of ou~ family members ~ave us an option 
about our marriage. They found the option and deCISIon they mad~ as the only way of 
life. Initially, they did not allow most of us to attend aformal schoolmg. Jfthey.~o so the 

. t h' h th m during the marriage arrangement process. In addillon, they 
pressure zs 00 zg on e d I' na ave a 
do not need to let us expose in public sphere. They f ear ~hat our e ,ucEa Ion " y ~ d d 

Th want to nurture us until our deal 1. ven 11ey p e ge 
way to have a bad character. ey ., h ' k bl d s'1allle{ul/<or them . . ' . A a result It IS unt ma e an '.I ' 
us smce our bz,:th time. to marriage. s , /led ald bala (unreliable) (FGD's with 
not to keep their promise. Nobody wants to be ca q 
early married girls, Kuahr Mikael PA, February 2010). 
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Fundamentally, the selection of the marrying partners in particular and their fam ili In n ral i 

determined by the children's family's position and status in the community. A a r ult a rm 

from a poor family is not confident enough to ask the wealthiest family daught r ~ r marri a e. 

In some instances, the reverse may be true and low positioned family girls w re a k db th hi h 

position family boys. One of the key informants witnessed the issue at hand a if u are fr m a 

brave family you will marry and be asked for marriage from a brave family; apr famil t a 

poor family; a wealthy family to a wealthy one and so on. Thus, the equal statu and pili n f 

an individual or equal matching determines the marriage arrangement pattern. 

Early marriage arranging parents have lots of knowledge and experience in their life than th ir 

children; whatever they do is just for the betterment and good life of their children. It i rca ll y a 

very critical time for the parents to do a favor to their children and confirm lh ir de tiny t . 

Furthermore, in the early marriage arrangement process, early marriage arranging parent are 

able to get the advantage of and to check the background, status, wealth, positi n and ther ba ic 

situations their child-in-laws as well as their family members. Additionally if c nfli ct 

disagreement arises between the marrying partners, families take a lion 's hare of re p 

and show no hesitation to give support to their children. Thus, children are not in a iel and 

parental position to be blamed for any mistake in marriage. It is also obviou that during 

arranging the marriage, all the roles and responsibilities of each partner should be clearl y tated 

so that the assumptions and expectations of the parents and community member are clearl y 

defined. 

In relation to the issue at hand Ato Dagnachew Kinde, 66- year- old elder from Kuahr Mikael PA 

acknowledged that parents never do mistake about their children and could not make wr ng 

decisions and voiced the situation as: 

1 h' k I' ht and they love their children velY much, so whatever 
tin, parents are a ways rI~ , ver arents are more knowled eabl 

they do for their children are right for them. Moreo .' PIth ' k that i a/wa the be t 
d I I · oif the commu/1/ty. 111 

in the social life an cu tura Issues 'al customs and traditioll . 0 

option to maintain the order of God and preservesho~: so~~ know the manyillg part 11 r 
one is urged to marry over night; it needs enhoug

th 
lin he and Thus nobody but parellt , 

d h . fi 'l mbers on teo er . , ' 
on one hand an t elr ami y me h . chl'ldren because children may 1I0t 
kn h · h . rlect mate for t elr . 

ows about w IC one IS ape J' . d I ' Thus I do not have all doubt Wllh 

k . d ., th . mate selectIOn an Ives. , 
ta e wise eClSlOns on elr .' d en Most of early arranged mania e alwo 
parents to judge on the fate of their chzl r . 
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stay in a good p~sitio~ of accumulating social and material capitals as weI! a . III 
more successful In thezr long term continuity. (Kuahr Mikael PA, February 2010 . 

aI" 

Since, marriage is a means and a way to form alliance between two famili e . n d dar 

this long term relationship by letting the children select their own marriage partn r. Thu 

matter of family and, mostly community members and parents have a b tter and c mm 

tart 

it i a 

ndab l 

understanding of the community life and social order. This is the ba ic cherne that thc h Id 

impressive power to decide on their children's marriage and a life partner ele ti n. It i ju t 

therefore, to say that to the opinion of the people of the study area parent el ct a far b llcr I i ~ 

partner for their children than the children themselves do. The respon ibili ty f, r the malT in 

spouses lies with both the bride's and groom's parents, since they are re p nsible ~ I' th ir 

children's fate, on the one hand, and their family line, on the other hand . H ncc aOer th 

marrying partners' families have agreed upon the marriage arrangem nt pr edurc and 

requirements, it is the obligation of both the agreeing families to attentively fi II wand ntr I 

the behavior and socialization process of the children, thus they carefully I k at t th m. 

Accordingly when a girl is pledged for marriage with a man, the duty of looking after her entir 

situation including meeting her needs falls on the hands of her in-laws as well as her wn par nt . 

This marriage pledged families do not only provide the girl with her need but they al watch h r 

in order to discipline and control her behavior. 

Hence, parents want their children to be happy in their marriage; everything i adj u ted and l 

arranged, for a long, before the marriage day for the reason that separations of the tw partner 

after marriage is a great shame to both families. It is also strongly believed that arranged 

marriages lasted longer because of the very fact that girls were socialized to remain ubmi i e - I 

and non- refusals ofthe family order. 

. . h . th t children'S selection is often wr ng. Thu ,l In general, parents do the selectIOn WIt a VIew a . 
. l' mic and social statu Ili Ie th I arran 

parents' are extremely considerate of famIly me, econo 
. .' t by parents in order to pick th ri ght partn r fi r 

mamages to their children. These CrItena are se 
. . ' tt'tude and common con ciou n 

their children in terms of the social perceptIOn, a 1 

. . 1 b r that their family line ill b affi t d ar11 n 
about that particular person. FamIlies a so e leve 

63 



the society in the case of wrong selection so they ha . , ve a very careful crutln 

maintain an acceptable kinship line. Moreover, they strictly stick to the con enti ial I'd r 
that states who should marry who and so on In this d ' . regar , parent would n t li ke t 

embarrassed and pointed fingers at due to the wrong choice of mate fo r th ir hildren. 

following case explains the above discussed points: 

Case 1: Hidden Early Marriage Arrangement and Parental Mate Selection 

h 

The early marriage arrangement of Tadelech is seized when she was 8 year Id. H r father At 

Wuletaw, made an agreement and promised her to his friend 's son when h wa b rn . At that 

time, her father called her as 'a wife of Molalign', the would-be hu band of Tad I ch. n th 

other hand, Molalign' s family members had had their own contribution in the life f Tadelc h 

since her birth. Accordingly, they gave her cloth and other materials as gift while he wa in 

their home at the time of g:}t:}g:}t:}. The g:}l:}g:}l:} feast started during her baptism and all th 

expenses of her baptism were covered by Molalign's parents, by the good will fA t Wul taw. 

After 8 years feast of g:}t:}g:}t:}, the two families arranged a secret wedding cerem ny. Thu the 

wedding ceremony was conducted under the name of st. Mikael ~'dbal (daggas) . ut the xact 

feature of this ddggdS was already known by community members, though they never wanted t 

report it to the locally based legal bodies. After the great hidden wedding fea t the two familie 

pledged an agreement under the witness of agabi shimagilewoch (marriage negoti ator ). The 

major themes of the agreement were about her education, the time of flrst sexual interc ur e and 

fertility. However, the study found that, her situation about attending a formal educati n i er 

unlikely because the issue is not attentively taken by the parents of the spou e and marriag 

negotiators. The study witnessed the agreement when negotiators came to her fami l h me t 

decide on her future needs such as her schooling, when she will be able to ha e e ual 

intercourse with her husband and when the spouses will start live together on their 0 \ n oV Vo. In 

spite of the negotiations this study is very skeptical and suspicious especiall ab ut ""h ther r 

not she will be able pursue her education. 
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In short Tadelech explained the situation on her own words as: 

I got married informally when I was 8 I knew th ' b 
fr

' d II d ' ,no mg a Oul the situatiOIl b if( r 11/ 

fi 
I~n s c; e hme as ~dMolalign mast (Molalign's wife) , I was irritated alld a 'ked 11/ 

atdehr aft outthe n~mmg.ifHe t~ld ,~e that he pledged me 10 Mo/aligl1 whell / was b rn 
an e ears t e stigma 0 qala bala (unreliable I ad/ ' d ' ' 
ft I

, h' h h / n a so nee .s 10 see my destlll Til 
ee mgs w IC I eard from my parents became real I d 'd '- " , b ' I nOI 1II10W all thlll about 

marriage ut soon I was engaged I was expected to b d;(, i e a goo wlje ane a Ii us h Id 
manager (Zeng Mikael PA, February 2010), 

4.2.2. Age at First Marriage 

The acceptance of community members in regards to the role of girls in a ciety del rlTIln th 

marriage age and its arrangement process. Similarly, the socialization proce ha al it wn 

impact on girls to the acceptance on their marriage. Community member believe and a cept that 

girls should and must marry younger than boys. Thus, a girl should be lOt 15 year un leI' 

than her husband. 

The major assumption behind this age gap between the spouses is to form a harm ni u life, 

Unless there is much age gap, a girl is believed to refuse the order of her hu band , ne d 

the age equality between spouses because it challenges the realization of a girl /w man' 

acceptance of ' her inferiority' and the order of her husband. Worst of all if be refu ed her 

husband' s order she would be forced to divorce and nobody would ask her for marri age and it i 

difficult to get a husband again. One of the key informants, W/ro Azalech, explained the ituati n 

as follows : " It is much easier to get a wife for a 90- year- old man than to get a hu band £ r a 20 

year old divorced woman". 

One of male key informants, Ato Oegu Sisay 89 years old commuruty elder aid during interviev 

that the major reason behind the age gap between the spouses is that "girl need Ie preparati n 

than boys for taking marriage responsibilities and the duty of a girl is home ba ed unpri il eg d 

and uncomplicated". Hence, "boys are trained to perform agricultural activitie to be me tr n , 

successful farmers and bread winners of house-holds, while girls recei e training in d me li 
uda 

activities in preparation to their future married life as housewi es and moth r 

109). 
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In general, Ato Degu Sisay put the situation in his own words as: 

A girl is able to hold and shoulder household responsibilities at her early a e al 
the age of 8. Thus, it is not difficult to manage her gogVgVo a""1 Ih ' . .".: v II , . ' '.l ,er IS age, I fi e ilia} ,. 
difficulty [or a boy IS to mana~e the farm activities. Accordingly, Ihe a e ap of III 
spouses IS better to compromise the two sex dliJJfferences on wo k a I' 'I ' IK I , 
Mikael PA, January 2010). '1' I' c Ivile I ' I/G If 

Thus, according to the ethnographic data gathered in the course of the tudy new I ed ar 

believed to need a relatively wider age gap. Men need to be much older than w m n f, r man 

reasons. They are held in awe due to gender stereotypes. Hence, a woman i upp 

after and care for her husband not only in his younghood but also when he get Id. 

expected to give birth based on his and/or his family's demand, so he h uld b ab le t ca r 

children as long as he and her in-laws want her to. It is also believed that being at the arne a c' 

the spouses may not respect one another through their marriage li fe . Additi 

were age mates there is a fear that nobody nurses the husband when he get Id , Hene , the i fe 

is both her "husband's children's mother" and protector of the famil y. And hen e she mu t 

young when he is getting old. 

4.3. The Role of Community Based Organizations III the Hidden E~lrly 

Marriage Arrangements 

4.3.1. Promoting role of CBOs 

Community based organizations (CBOs) play a significant role in hidden arrang d earl 

marriages. Apart from early marriage arranged of parents, these organization are kn 11 ~ r 

making marriages hidden from legal bodies. This hiding process is done in ariou ~ rm and 

mostly in a role of service provision and facilitation of the hidden marriage. Accordi ngl , tn e 

CBOs are community based and organized by, and for the community member the gi e a I t 

of services to them. Thus, the CBOs, like mahabiir, ~agge, sdnbiite, in addi tion to their r Ie in 

. . . 1 II b d governmental organizati on u h a 
hidmg early marriages from dIfferent oca Y ase 

Women's Affairs Office, Police Officers, Justice Office and Gender Acti i ts th al gl a 

support (lend) of kitchen and utensils to the hiddenlly arranged marriage ,\ hi ,h 
. . M they fac ili tate earl marnag tn a pr t i t 

disgUised as ziikar, tiizkiir, d~gg~s and so on. oreover, , , 
. th than implem nting legal I11tnll11UI11 a 

as an organization working for the commumty ra er 
f 
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marriages, Therefore, this implies that the CBOs aHo d C 'I' , wan laCI Itate early mama e arr n m nl 

in a hidden manner. 

On the other hand, religious leaders and God-fathers are al I' ,. so p aymg a Igl1lfi ant r Ie In 

facilitating the hidden early marriage arrangements Cor the bl II f . , 11 Y ess a ort marna 111 

whatever age the girls who are supposed to get married at Thus th 'b h ' . . . , ey contn ut t elr part In 

promoting early marriage inside with the early married arranged parent and hiding it fr m I al 

governmental organizations, Consequently, CBOs in general and religiou I ad r in parti ul ar 

are blocking the actions and interventions of local based governmental instituti n . 

4.3.2. "Preventive" role of Governmental Institutions 

These local governmental institutions include:-

Fogera Woreda Women's Affairs Office (FWWAO): in collaboration with ther in tituti n 

the FWWAO works its level best to prevent early marriage arrangements. Among the in tituti n 

and individuals working with women's affairs office to prevent early marri age are eh 

principals, school gender and female students' advisory committee, Pea ant A ciati n leader 

and health extension professionals, However, the office still could not play it r Ie t the e lent 

needed, Because all the expected collaborate stakeholders involved in the preventi n f earl 

marriage arrangement were related to the community members in one way or an ther. 

Furthermore, W/ro Ayichesh Megerssa, deputy head of FWWAO, reflected the pr blem f 

preventing the hidden early marriage arrangements in the following way in her own w rd 

Preventing the hidden arrangement of early marriage il~ our Woreda i a \ el' 
demanding but it is a difficult task. Hence, every body IS deeply II1 volved /II the 
community; no one is willing to provide us (the FWWAO) the .accurate II1fol'lI/aliO/l 
about the hidden early marriage arrangement practice. SO/llet/l/l~s whe/l the offi e 
obtains the in/ormation, that early marriage too~ place somewhere III t~1e Wor~.da,. and 
when we got there, it was found to be disguised 111 the form of dagga , {ClZYir, zok f m.ld 

Tn h t' if rly marriage a very dlifficult. Everybody /11 a O/llll/U/Il ty 
so on. .l, us, t e preven ron 0 ea . 
is interlinked each other and hesitates to report the action of hislher relall ve . 

In addition, according to W/ro Ayichesh Megerssa, the women ' affair ffi 

gender activists in all PAs in order to solve the multifaceted hidden arrang Jl1 nt 
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marriage. However, these gender activists keep early marriages hidden in t ad f In th 

early marriages arranged to the office. And even more su. " I h . rpnsmg y t ee gender a tl 

themselves marry off their own daughters at an early age. Based n the findin g f thi 

gender activists who are supposed to work against early marriage take part in lIa ratin \ ilh 

early marriage arranged parents. Gender activists also assist early marriage arranged par nt In 

disguising the situation from the local level governmental institutions. 

Fogera Woreda Justice Office (FWJO): The FWJO works in collaborati n with the Wor d 1 

police and the Woreda courts in preventing early marriage. The office doe the pI' enti n b 

following the support of the police and others. Moreover, based on the in ft rmati n btain d 

from children (either from the early married girls or their friend ) 

(individuals, polices, teachers, health extension workers) and so on, the the 

justice procedures done by the courts and works for the execution of ju tice. Sa ed n the 

witnesses of Ato Getnet Melese, head of the Fogera Woreda Justice nice, the . W J 

encountered countless challenges and obstacles in the process of preventing hidden early 

marriage arrangements. These barriers include: 

Firstly: The Amhara Regional State has its own codes to prevent early marriage. Ace rding t 

these codes, as well as the verification of Ato Getnet Melese, early marriage must be t pped 

15 days before the wedding takes place. However, early marriages take place 0 hiddenl that 

information about the arrangement is obtained lately which makes it ' illegal for the ffice t 

act to stop early marriage especially, if the information has been obtained within the 15 da 

the wedding. The office even works with some violations of the code, to help earl married 

girls, by stopping marriage any time, including the wedding day. 

t 1 sf mated hich ma mak 
Secondly: the ages of the early married girls are not very accura eye I 

. . h d ' g the proceeding of ju tice in lh url 
gIrlS vulnerable to early marriage. ThIS appens unn . 

nfi
· of the gi rl from the h pital r h alth 

room, when the judges request for the co IrmatlOn age 
. If . t timate but not kn \! th a ural a 

center. However the health institution ltse tnes 0 es 
. ' . fth girl to the judge. Thus, lhi kind fC ilur 

the gIrlS which leaves the guessmg of the age 0 e 

f 
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on the part of the health institutions and the J' udges t I o accurate y kn w th a r th irl 
sometimes makes the early marriage a legal one. 

Thirdly: early marriage takes place sometimes when the g)'rl b ft· ecomes pregnant. A er h r hldd n 

marriage arrangement took place, and when she became pregnant it is di fficult t ue th hu and 

for his imprisonment. Because any legal punishment can no more be a viable de i i n In th 

girl will have no other body to support her. 

Fourthly: the major challenge is the problem that each and every member f the c mmunit d e 

not want to expose himself/herself by reporting the hidden arran gem nt f earl man'ia 

others. As such an action could spell social exclusion for the individual if h / he rep rt th 

practice. 

Ethnographic data gathered through various techniques revealed that early marriage pra ti 

exists in a much hidden pattern, while compared the previou time , as parent and th r 

accomplices try to disguise through various means such as socio-religiou cerem nie . This is 

done to get away from the legal accountability of the "illegal conduct ' Wllich i puni ha Ie befi r 

the court. Hence, family members are well aware of the legal procedure on their pra li ce f 

hidden early marriage to their daughters; they tum every stone possible to hide e er thing. 

Accordingly, each individual in a community collaborates to hide early marri age arrang ment 

from others because community members perceived the hidden arrangement of early marriag a 

the best option to be taken by the community. Moreover, council of elder and len wi dgeabl 

individuals during FGDs explained it on their own words as: 

Early marriage is a visible act for us (community m~1I1bers) ~nd ~n iI/vi ~ble a I for 
different legal institutions and bodies. Nobody complams an~ gives IIIfo rlllallO/l I Iho. 
legal organizations because he/she is considered as a gu!lty hilI/self/her elf fo~ 1111 
action and outcasted from the community. Jf one complams and reporl the 11Iddel/ 

. h /. h 'dered guilty and cursed b Ihe 0111 r '. 
arrangement of early marriage, e s e was consl . . ' 
Worst of all, there is no any clue about the hidden mam age arrangemellf, Ihe. (em I. ' 

. S· no one wants 10 II1lerfere \ 1111 III I/' 
marriage arranged parents) are very wise. mce, . 
matter and to be an enemy. 
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Comprehensively, the council of elders, religious leaders, PA leader B lead r and th r 

members of the community facilitate the practice instead of preventing it. 0 th arl m rn 

situation can be called both visible and invisible for the fact that it i fr m th 

community's side and invisible from the legal and justice side. The locall ba ed ernm nl 

institutions exert efforts to implement the federal and regional law in regard I marri a . 

However, the unwillingness of the community members and CBOs to cooperate ith th m in the 

effort to do away with the hidden arrangement of early marriage make the impl ment ti n 

process complicated. 
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CHAPTER FIVE 

REASONS FOR EARLY MARRIAGE AND ITS HIDDEN 

ARRANGMENTPROCEDURES 

Though varied literature considered early marriage as a backward traditi nal and harmful 

practice as well as the regional and federal laws forbid it, community member till ha alid 

justifications for the practice. As a result, the local community member arrange early mania 

in a hidden manner to escape from legal detections. Parents arrange early marriage uph Idin , 

societal order, communal rule and religious values, thus children are getting int marria c at th ir 

early age with practical reasons and explanations of their parents. In genera l the f, II In 

discussions focus on the major reasons for early marriage arrangement pattern in Kuahr Mikacl 

and Zeng Mikael Peasant Associations of Fogera Woreda, the study area. 

5.1. Poverty and Economic Burden of the Family Mem hers 

In relation to poverty in general and economic burden of the family in particul ar an n mit f 

responses were gathered from the ethnographic research methods. However it i 

underlined that early marriages were mainly practiced between the well to do familie b cau 

they are very keen of securing heir to their wealth and to get a good daughter/ on in-law, in 

addition to the desire to get a labor support for farming activities. Contrarily the p or fam i I ie 

have nothing to give for marriage and to arrange it. On the other hand this argument den t 

mean that the poor do not want to marry off their children early rather they are rar I a k d ft r 

marriage by others and do not have enough capital to invest for their children marriage. 

On the other side of the same coin, poverty, in the study area context is not the onl indi at r f 

economic well-being, rather it is an indicator of capital, status fan1ily ize the p v er and 

acceptance of the lineage in the community, and the contribution and role of grandpar nt and 
. d h pt of "po ert i tak n fr m thi 

parents in the community. Thus, at least for thIS stu y, t e conce 
d fi'f f 0 ert li ke th 

point of view. Hence, this study never tried to use other e 1111 \011 0 P 

define it as less educational level, backwardness, inability to acce 
. I f to poverty and ec nomj burd n 

However, the study found some cases 111 re a \On 

that 

it i 

n. 
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serious factor contributing to the hidden arrangement of I ' ear y marnage on th r ar h it . In 

this regard, where poverty is acute in the family a young girl rna b d d , y e regar a an e n ml 

burden and her marriage is believed to be beneficial to her alld h f: 'I b h fi . er amI y t In< n lall and 

socially. Her marriage is also perceived as a means of creating stability to th h u 

major reason that her parents have decided their daughter's fate or de tiny and th n fit 

from the bride price. Unfortunately with the exception of scanty of ca e on the afl r m nti 

explanation most early marriage arranged parents in Kuahr Mikael and Zeng Mike I PA 

among the "wealthiest" members of the community. Thus poverty as a cau e D r arl mania C I 

not supported by the findings of this study. 

Thus, the wealth status and resources of parents highly determined the level f material m f, rt 

and marriage gifts during and after the marriage arrangement procedure, A a re ult f the th 

well-to-do parents can easily finance and cover all the marriage expen e a 

allocation of resources (cattle) and land. By the same token the finding f III lim In ' 

Hallman (2003) witnessed that the groom's family spends three time a mllch a the brid !) 

family in gifts to the bride's family or to the bride and the groom, It i al 0 tr ngly beli ' ed that 

men bring substantially more physical and human capital to the marriage than d w m n 

(Fafchamps & Quisumbing, 2002, cited in Quisumbing & Hallman 2003), 

because parents help their sons or daughters through inheritance and other form f dir 

economic support, parents' level of material resources influences children s age at marri age. 

Thus, "wealthy" parents can have a great influence in the marriage arrangement. M r r, the 

living arrangement and family formation process of the marrying spou es i the direct re ult and 

indicator of their family's background, and therefore, the parents role i11 contr lIing and 

sup erving their children's home stability is very big, As a result due to man e pure and 

repeated requests, children of wealthy parents get married in their early age. 

Comparably girls whose family of origin is characterized by high socio-economic tatll are m r 1 

likely to marry early than do those from families characterized by low OCIO-
. ff their childr n ith childr n [r m \J 11 -

Moreover, the interest of wealthIest parents to marry 0 
Co T 'ng girl at th ir ar l a ar an 

to-do parents is high. Besides, a great number of laml les marrYI 

tatll . 



acknowledgement of their higher social status wealth prest' d " , , Ige an power n th Ir hIldrcn. n 

the contrary, girls who marry late are perceived as having poor parents with I 

In general, the focus group discussion discussants asserted the issue further a : -I 

If gi~ls are fr~m a p~or family (habta sabara), nobody wants al7d asks Ih //I for 
marrzage. Their fat~. IS to remain single or to continue their formal 'du ali 11. 

Moreover, p~or famllzes have had nothing to arrange and invest money for //Iarria 
feasts. The rzch and well to do families and parents, on the other hand, are in 11 ed of 
the l!erfect ~eir to .their land and other resources as well as they have money alld d 
capital to mvest mto the marriage feast (FGD with household head parent · Z 11 

Mikael PA, February 2010). ' 

If she is from a poor family, she is undesirable, and may wait for a husband Limil h r 
20s. This is a shame for her and her family members, because this indicales III ir livillg 
standard and life. However, if she is from the richest family, there are lots of ,.,qu SIS 
for marriage from different angles and her family members will be proud of Ihis. III Ihis 
regard, poorness or richness is determined by different factors such as so ial SIOII.IS, 
wealth, and strength and number of family and siblings '. For instance thos who lIa 
many family members and friends have had a good social recognition and a pleJII ? 
and to be considered as a takassa dandana (rich in many family members or r laliv ~) . 
So, being married or not at an early age is a major indication of status and w lib .illg of 
a girl as well as her family members (FGDs with council of elders and know/edgeabl? 
individuals Kuahr Mikael PA, February 2010). 

Previous studies and national surveys on early marriage arrangement howed tbat p 

early marriage are intertwined or the former fuels the latter as well as marriage i carri d ut at 

early age of the spouses due to the causes related to poverty. Nevertheless, a thi ethn graph i 

data asserted richer people of the community rely on having their young children get married t 

maintain and preserve their wealth and welfare to the "next generation" in their fami I 

However, the following hidden early marriage arrangement case is among one of the 

of the study which is found in the research cited due to poverty. 

Case 2: Hidden Early Marriage Arrangement and Family Poverty 
. . . I M d 10 She was marri ed under th nam f 

ThIS case happened to an early mamed gIr , are, age . 
. . d" force of the hidden marri age arran m nl. 

bemg a housemaid and poverty was the major nvmg 

d h Put by the wou ld-be-h band 
It took place due to her mother'S interest an t e pressure 

b h ged by the la the marri a \l arran d 
members. To accomplish this task, and not to e c ar 
. . h h band 's famil member . Mar Ii d \-\lith h r 
III a way that makes Mare a house maId to er us 
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mother in a small village in poor living conditions. Her father had left her and di 

mother, Fenta, when she was four years old. Since they are poor and her m ther \ a 

fulfill all the basic requirements of life alone, she decided to take up thi marria 

and cooperated with her mother in all matters. 

r d th 

unabl t 

pp rt unit 

When the hidden marriage arrangement happened, the gender activist of the Kuahr Mikael P 

elected by the Woreda Women's Affairs Office, gave clue to the justice and poli ffi ial hen 

both her mother, Fenta, and the suspected husband, Worku were obliged to app ar in th urt. 

Both of them pretended that she is a housemaid, but not a wife. Ba ically, her m ther de ~ nd d a 

she is a poor divorced woman and unable to fulfill all the needs of her daughter. hen th j lld 

ordered Fenta to preset her daughter, Mare, in the next court proceeding. At that tim Mar 

admitted to the court that she did not have a father, and her mother wa to p r. Thll 

obliged to sustain her life by becoming a housemaid in Worku's parents' h me. "inall the url 

let all of them (Mare, her mother and her husband) free. 

Based on the issue at hand, Fenta, Mare's mother, elaborated the situation in h r \ n w rd 

. In this kebele, everything is too surprising and there is unfair situation that we veil 
can not marry off our children. Who orders on the fate of my daughler? Nobody, 0 111 

me and me! When I decided to marry off my daughter in a hidden manner, as el er 
parent does, the so-called gender activist accused me. J did not .have a good 
relationship with this activist and this is the only reason f or ~ny accusallOIl. Thallks to 
God I was let free in both of the court proceedings (Kuahr Mlkael PA, FebruclIY 2010) . 

Furthermore, Fenta argued that she never wants to see the fate of her life in her daughler. A a 

result, she wants to get a good, respected and faithful son-in-law. For this practi cal rea n, ther 

is no one than herself as a mother to decide on the fate and destiny of her daughter. Addi ti onall 

Worku, Mare's husband, and his well-to-do family members are respected by the local p pie D r 

. . anted to miss thi s chance and I t h r 
then generous behavior. Accordmgly, Fenta never w . 

daughter face a challenge like her. Moreover, she asserted her painful story a : 

b if y father 's wrong mate election f or me. 1 0 1 

My life was so frustrating ecause2~:;' husband, Deslaw, was 110 1 a ood p I' all. H 
marned when I was 16. Now, I am . 'Ydrank there and got illtoxicated. Aft er III I II 
went to Woreta, on every Saturday, and . I 11e Because oif II i be till I I 

d d h 'cal v/o erlce on I . 
used to beat me an rna e a p YSI b k t Illy parent ' home alld III d III 
divorced two times, jortunately I can~~, (cac ~I oif eldersl befor alld aft r til inll 

. . h h '" .. 'amagallewac co uncI y, sltuatzon t raug ya aggar s 
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of Mare. I was unable to continue my lifi ' h' 
d

. 'th h' h u I e In t IS manner and I preferr 'd 10 lIIak I fill 11 
Ivorce WI 1m w en Mare was 4 y Id S " . . ears 0 . 0 , my life IS painful and di or CJI CJII 

early age IS so harsh, that IS why I decided to n a 'if d } . '. I rry OJJ my au l/er I a s I I d 
husband from a well-to-do family In a hidden manner (Kuahr MI'kael PA F b 
2010). . ,' ruar 

On the other hand, Mare decided to get married in order to keep her moth r pr ml 

mother was also confident enough that she did not give any information t 

marriage. That is why she refused to tell the fact in front of the court. Moreo r Mar 

situation in her own words as: 

When I think my mother has sacrificed a lot to raise me up, I el extrem I lOll Ii d. I 
can not forget what she didfor me. So, 1 am always doing what my mother ord r III 10 

do, and she is quite correct in every decision she makes. Initially, I refused III IIIOI/pr 
that I was not willing to marry in the name of a house-maid, she told /lie thaI Ih p >rSOIl 
who was going to marry me was from a rich family and I have to be slrOll 1 I sl Irl 
living with him. After that I decided to collaborate with my mother. Now Iii lifi is 
somewhat good and Worku's parents are eager to see my first birth and 10 slarl livillg 
with him in our own goggo (hut) in their homestead (Kuahr Mikael PA, F bruar 010 . 

nd h r 

ut til 

This case was reported to the court by the gender activist, since there wa a r ugh dati n hip 

between Mare's mother, Fenta, and the gender activist. During my field stay in the stud area, n 

other hidden early marriage arrangement was reported to the police or to other PA fficial . 

5.2. The Gender Socialization Process 

Instead of taking their daughters as young or teenage girls, parents are obliged t 

"community members' custom and way of socialization". They treat them a gro'V nup 

be wives and mothers. In this context, Bartz and Nye (1970) argued that the I iall 
imilar 

adjusted a girl is, the more likely early marriage will occur' and, the study found plen 
th Ir 

cases. Most early married girls confessed that their parents badly needed and exp ct d 

marriage at an early age. Thus, since their infancy, they were not advised b th ir parent t 

eager and interested to anything, including formal education, other than marriage. 

M 
.' l' . cess of their children to 

oreover, the parental nurtunng and SOCia Izmg pro 

I f and proposition of Bartz and 
marriage is totally confined with the two exp ana iOns 

h 
. .' t fr m marriage the more lik 

t at, the more satisfaction a girl antIClpa es . 0 , 
. , t f ns and attitude tov ard marria , th 

OCcur and the more optimistic a girl s expec a iO 

arl marri 

111 r 
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likely early marriage will occur. In general, the following ethnographic r ult affim1 d lh 

situation further as: 

Since childhood: my father and my mother always lalked and advised /lie abOIJl III 
benefits of marrzage. They are always proud of themselves to be grandparent · b au' 
of my great elder b:other. Nobody has ever been sent to school in our fafllil . 'fh \\I ' r 
keen about arrangl~g a m.arriage. Thus, I dream and thought that gettin II/ar,i d at an 
e~rly age and rear~ng ~hzldr~n was a wonderful moment in my life (In-depth illler i \\I 

With an early marrzed girl, Mmalush Kassa aged 13, Zeng Mikael PA, Februar 01 . 

My p arents were married at their early age, my mother was 13 and my fa t/7 , \\las 21. 
They married forty years ago. My parents never had a single conflict in their 111 IITi I " 

life. It is interestingfor me to hear the success stories of my parents' II/ar,.ia life and 1 
wish I could have a marriage life like them. They also advised and told III' about III 
marriage benefits and the dignity and prestige which one can gel froll/ it. Til n v I' 

wish to be ashamed by me, nobody was allowed to say and gossip on Illy bel7Clvior. Thlls, 
I was interested to have my own goggo and give birth to children, and live a lIIon(/" / 1I1 
life with my husband, like my parents. That is why 1 never dared to chal/en 'e 11/ porI/I ' 
during my hidden and "secret " marriage (In-depth interview with an early II/arri I , irl, 
Tenaye Melak aged 14, Zeng Mikael PA, February 2010). 

My father is a priest and a respected individual in the community. All of his hild,. /I or ' 
in best social positions and nobody speaks rumors about our behavior. 1 start ' (/ fo rll/ II 
school when I was 8, before 10 years, but due to my marriage 1 was /I t Ibl ' to 
continue. I stopped my formal education when I got married at Ihe a e of J I, \\111'1/ J 
was in grade 3. Mostly my mother was eager to marry me and she was also ill a gr ot 
need of my first birth. In addition, she wanted to return what she contributed to 0111 rs ' 
marriage feasts by arranging my marriage and inviting the community m~mbe~ ·s. ow, J 
am 18 years old with two children (In-depth interview with an early married girl, Fel ,ku 

Bitew aged 18, Kuahr Mikael PA, February 2010). 

My mother and my father got divorced when I was 4. Since then the whole respol/sibil!1 
of my life was put to my mother. Accordingly, she never wants me 10 be a 1V0man like 
her in the future. Thus, she is very enthusiastic to get a good husband /0 me. he was 

I d 
. . d' 'ng me basl'c points about her life and how would J become a a ways a vlsmg an givi d . . t a good husband and ee m estill 

strongest girl. Thus, her dream IS to marry me 0 K f M'k I 
(In-depth interview with an early married girl, Mare Destaw aged 10, . ua Ir I a 

PA, February 2010). 

. . ' . d t th 'r early age becau e the \ ant t I a 
In a bnef explanatIOn, gIrlS were marne a el 

. . ' th best solution fo r relie ing th m 
parental home and they belIeve that marnage IS e 

d. . II th home is important, a it i lh maJ r 

th ir 

and 

their parents from social burdens. Ad ItlOna y, e 

for the socialization of children, where many of the transfers of the re our e n ed d 
lh n ' l 

generation are made. 
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In line with the above issue, one of the key informants, Enatihun Abera ag d fr m Z n ~ 

Mikael PA acknowledged the responsibility and duty of parents to their hildr n in her \! n 

words as: 

I f eel so responsible. about .my children's fate, what will happen in Iheir live . TIIII , 
early arranged marriages gl~e happiness to both of us (parent!,) alld to OLir hildr II . As 
long as the par~nts of the chlldren are happy it does not maller, children would allVa s 
adapt through.tl',"e. Marri~ge interaction and understanding betweell Ihe parlll ,. . i II I 
a one day actlvlty, rather It needs time to make and consider the Iwo parln rs a. Oil . 
Mo~eove~, we (parents) are. able to consider and understand our children 's d ep '1 

feelmgs m one hand and wah what kind of person they could live in Ih 117,. hand. 
Thus, we never take undignified action primarily to our children, and secondari/ 10 Ollr 
kinship line, glory andfame in our community (Zeng Mikael PA, January 20 10). 

Since parents are concerned with their children's long term well-b ing and a d partn r 

relationship, it is a grave issue and decisive fact that is acknowledged by them cri u I 

Therefore, conflict could arise between children and their parents in marriage partner Ie ti n 

for children. Nevertheless, the gender socialization, which teache girl and/w m n t b 

obedient and submissive nurturing paved the way for ordering their daughter ea il y. 

According to the ethnographic data of this study, girls are raised being ubmi ive and tau "1t 

household duties, to be good wives that their mothers benefited a great deaJ from their mania . 

They become tantalized by only the positive outcomes of early marriage. They gr -up in a 

parental nurturing and shaping environment that even the early married girl are en mag d b 

their parents that they have had a good life after early marriage. As a result young girl are full 

convinced of their early marriage as an exact trend and practice. Even if they do n 

in a trial of hesitation, they aF~ put under pressure that they must conform t the 

which they can never alter in any way. 

t ac ept it r 

ial n 1111 , 

5.3. Parents' Lack of Hope in Formal Education 

Before reaching to the "womanhood" status and giving births, a girl is regard d as in1Jnatur . aJ1d 

h Id 'th h husband and her in-Ia n a gIrl I 
her training must be confined to her house 0 WI er 

. . h h h band and in-laws' hou h Jd 
out from her parents home and reSIdes WIt er us 

. 1 d duty of parent ould 
the concern of her parents. Thus, the major ro e an 

h db her when she get married. 
household responsibilities not to be as arne Y 

SUbmissive behavior towards her husband and in-laws. 



Most of the parents and family members could not go t hid o sc 00 an attend ~ rmal edu ati n' 
and even they did not want to send their children to atte d h I Th . . n sc 0 0 . ey argued that all \! In 

their children to attend school means letting them meet peo I h . h d . . p e w 0 mig t nve them fr m th Ir 

cultures. Here, twofold major reasons are found in this study regarding formal edu ti n: 

Firstly, most of the community members do not want to send their children t th I al ~ rmal 

school. Thus, their lack of interest in the "formal school" system forces them t marr ff th ir 

children at an early age. The children of such parents are also sociali zed in line with th intcrc t 

of their parents and these children never ask to go to school and attend a ' ~ rmal du ali n. 

Moreover, parents have had a great concern that their children will be treated un fair l and 

'baselessly', if they attend a "formal school". 

Secondly, most of the community members have had their own basic que ti on n the m rit 

"formal education". In this regard, the only role models in the community wh are ucce ful in 

schooling, are Health Extension Workers, Developmental Agricul turalist and PA leader . Thu , 

it is difficult for parents to let their children to school and see them lead a ' mi erable li fe like the 

aforesaid government servants. Worst of all, the income and living condition of the g emm nl 

civil servants in the research sites is not well suited compared to the "uneducated farmer . 

Furthermore, there is a direct and interrelated assumption about family ize and fo rmal edu ali 11 , 

i.e., the more a girl attends a "formal education", the less she gets married at an earl age and ha 

many children. As a result, if the family size gets smaller, it makes the continuit of their kin hi p 

line very risky and questionable. 

In this regard, the case about Ato Alebel Tasew, one of the key informant , hereund r pr nt 

the major indicator of the local people's perception and individuals' attitude to\ ard ~ rmal ' 

education. Accordingly, Ato Alebel Tasew was born into a hjghly respected and h n r d famil 

in the community. His father and mother were from a respected famil . Though h did n t 

. f h f:'l mbers who went to the reli 
contmue and had stopped it, he was one 0 t e ami y me 

. k that their re pe ted kin hip lin h uld 
rather than to the "formal school". HIS parents were een 

'Id r at an earl a and IV 
be maintained all the time. They encouraged their chi ren to mar 



many births as possible. As the eldest son of the family, Alebel enjoyed r p t and t 

guardianship role in the life of the family. He was among th fi . ·h . e ew In t e communlt \' h 

able to have an influential and respected character Thus fior AI b I th C I . . , e e e lorma du atl n 

adds nothing to his life, on his prestige in the community and economic well-b ing. II ' h 

didn't take full advantage of attending a formal school" and he does not want t nd hi 

to school too. Thus, he arranged an early marriage for three of his children and ne er 

advise them to think about "formal education". Accordingly, all of hi children 

promised to marriage or have had established their own goggo and gave birth . 

er ith r 

In line with the above issue, one of Alebel ' s daughter, Banchi, aged 5 year and m nth and 

was already engaged, said that she had never wanted to go to school and att nd a fi rmallcarni n I 

rather she wants to be a rich farmer, like her father, by forming her own 0 v 10. he rurth raid : 

I do not want to go to school. I hate the formal schooling because it is borin Gild I10S1 . 

My father advised me not to go to school. I want to be a rich farmer by fo r/llill ' /II 0 11111 

goggo (hut). My mother also advised me not to go to school. My IIIolher said Ihol sIp 
missed me when I started a formal school, because 1 was obliged to go to a far plo '. 
Thus, I do not want to miss my parents (Kuahr Mikael PA, February 2010). 

Similarly, an early married girl, Minalush Kassa aged 14, from Zeng Mikael PA during an in­

depth interview, witnessed the situation as: 

My parents were keen to marry me at an early age and they told /lie that Ihere is 110 lift! 
other than this. As a result, when I got myself option less, 1 preferred ond a p ,d 10 

marry at an early age, at 14. I do not have any opposition, because my parellts lIev 1'1 I 
me go to school and I was engaged in household duties. Moreover, 1 had doubls aboul 
formal education that I do not need any money generated by formal educaflOIl fo r IwO 
reasons: One, it is very difficult and tiresome to attend formal school. Two, 1 do h.al/ 
wealthy parents and they never let me down. Additionally, as my parents always advl::': d 
me, there is no a good role model in our PA who leads a good life through edu 011011 

(Zeng Mikael PA, February 2010). 

There was also uncertainty that if children started a "formal education", the ul d b in a 

position to depart from the good will of their parents and would be able to con in e ilh r t 

. d t arly age Thus all 0 \ in th m t attend 
postpone their marriage or refuse to get marne a an e . 

f h 
. ts ' control and deci ion. ne f U1 k 

school means letting them to be out 0 t elr paren . 

informants clarified the situation in a proverb that aggiin bdagg miiqurtil n" uttln lh h nd 
. d Iso dela ed their marri ag and thi 

myself). Most educated women III the stu y area a 
. . b d to the lack of opp rtuni t t 

conSidered by the commumty mem ers as ue 

, th 
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would-be husbands. As a result, if girls were highly educated d d or more e u at than th Ir 

husbands, the marriage might not be successful, if it succeeds, it wi ll not continue ~ r a In . n 

the other hand, even if the family has sacrificed to send children to further du ati n at an 

institute or a college, they will most likely remain unemployed, hesitate to m ba k t th ir 

homeland and stay behind the small towns as a "boga-bond". Moreover parent r 
attending children feared that their children may be exposed to the temptation f premarital 

and unwanted pregnancy, so they force them to drop out of school and get married . II n 

education has had the undoubted effect of delaying the girls' age at marriage and their dcpar1ur 

from parental control; parents did not want to send their daughters to another P A and m 11 

towns for "formal" schooling. 

On the other hand, because of varied reasons, those girls who attended cho ling at 1 a1 1s -' 

did not go further. One of the reasons is that parents did not see education a the ultimate d tin 

of their children and have a lack of interest in letting them go to school. The 

digest argued on the issue as "while there has been a recent drive to increa e participati n f iri s 

in basic education, the more significant gender gap is at the secondary level". 

Similarly, one of the key informants, Fetfite Birega aged 68, from Zeng Mikael PA during an in­

depth interview uttered the situation in her own words as: 

I have four children; I am not much interested in let~ing them atten.d a fornl~/ ' h~OI. J 
do not advise them about formal education. They will benefit nothmg fro III II. J /II d CI 

long ago to send my elder son to school, unfortunately he was not happy as well a ' Ih > 

h
. b t weak Since then I decided that my children should be 

arvestmg process ecame 00 . d I 
strong farmers. Nowadays, thanks to God, we (the family! are a~e ~o r~JI e/II;~II 
times a year Thus I am lucky to stop my children from gomg to sc 00 , ~ e / e ., 
and my children i~ better than the others who senhd their

h 
c~i1dren t~ (lsce,~gO M~;allll~~ 

much more than those who finished schooling and ave t elr own jO ' 

February 2010). 

. f Alemnesh took pIa e in a hidd n mann r 
Consequently, the following arranged early marrIage 0 

due to her parents' lack of hope in "formal education". 
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Case 3: Hidden Early Marria A ge rrangement and Parents ' Lack of Hope III 

Formal Education 

The case study hereunder is about Alemnesh aged 13 h I' . , , WOlves In Kuahr PA. Her marri a 

place during the qabdla period. Her father Ato Zeweld . f h , IS one 0 t e courag ou and re p 

individuals in the village. There was frequent and stro fi . ng pressure rom the vIllag r t marr f 

his daughter, Alemnesh. He also fears that his daughter Id I d h . cou ea t e life f g ern m nlal 

workers in the community, which is a non-comfortable lifie to h' . h ' . 1m, Since e I relatl I \I ea lth 

and well-to-do. He never would let his daughter to school to lead " d ' bl a poor an ml era e li~ . 

Thus, lack of hope in formal education served as a major reason for Alemne h hidden ca rl 

marriage arrangements. Additionally, being popular and respected in the communit h Ip d I\ t 

Zeweld a lot to arrange the marriage in a hidden manner. Nobody reported thi ca e t th p Ii , 

to the court or to other P A officials. 

Ato Zeweld further gave details on the issue at hand in his own word a : 

I have the mandate to decide on my child's fate. No one can say anythill alld has 
nothing to do with the life of my daughter. Educating my daughter means I Ifin h'r 
lead her life in a miserable manner, shortly to see my daughter in a life of ka v., wadCi 
afii (hand to mouth). Thus, my child brings nothing new in her life through forll/ol 
education. I do not want to see my child to lead a bad life like those COllllllunit health 
workers, developmental agriculturalists and PA leaders, by educating her. Thollks to 
God, I am a wealthy person, so she never wants more than that, 1 would rather eog rI 
look forward to marrying my daughter and her giving birth before 1 get old (Kualll' 

Mikael PA, January 2010). 

Initially, Alemnesh was promised to marriage, a promissory marriage, with her hu band 

families when she was born. At that time, Ato Zeweld promised her and started the g i g I fea t 

with his son-in-Iaw' s family since her krastanna (baptism). Thus, the ca e of Alemne h i clearl 

in line with the finding of SeD, MoE & Mo WA (2008: 20) that "girls are promi ed fi r marriag 

in infancy, at 4-5 years, and, even in uterus". On the other hand, Alemnesh' mother lamn , i 

also confident and equally powerful in deciding familial matters, and accepted the pr 

Alemnesh's marriage. For Alarnne, it is a good chance to show her abilit in makin (Ia 

beer) and holding a great feast. Thus, both of the parents decided and all th \' eddi n ~ 
prepared. Then the marriage took place by lying to the villagers as if it \I as ju l t 

Zewelde' s deceased father (Ato Worke), i.e., to hold a lazkar ceremon fi r hi d 
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Alemnesh further acknowledged the situation in her own words as: 

Now, I ~m 13 y~ar~, old gi~~ and never went to and attended formal school. M f atll r 
has no. mterest m 'formal education. He did not ever tell me aboLi/ the bell ifit ' if 
educatLOn once, rather he has been .keenly interested to see me when I give birth. t/ ill­
laws, on the other hand, were In a good familial relationship with 111 par lit 
particularly with my father. I never and ever dreamed that Molla, aged 23, would b ill ', 
husband: He treated me as his sister in the time of familial interactions. But m f atll ,. 
was telhng me about the good aspects of my in-law, e5pecially Molla. 011 th otll ,. 
hand, Molla 's father, Ato Melese, never called me by my name, rather he Ilicknam ,d 111 

as 'Deresech ' (she is mature enough to marry). Accordingly, one day, I understood Gild 
knew everything about the meaning behind 'Deresech ' when my father told me abow 
what would happen. I was so upset when I knew that I am going 10 depart frO/ll /II ' 

parents. I told the situation to my mother, but she was also comfortable alld ver k 11 

about my marriage, and she told me about the merits of marriage and her ea em 'ss to 
be a grandmother. Moreover, she was enthusiastic to make a great f east. Tllus, til , 
marriage was arranged in a hidden manner, under the umbrella of my beloved de eas d 
grandf ather, Worke 's tazkiir, and both families were very happy aboultheir beill able 
to keep their promise (Kuahr Mikael PA, January 2010). 

Similarly, this study found the two basic propositions of Bartz and Nye ~ 1 970) ~ . main .fa t I" ~ I" l 
the practice of early marriage, i.e., the less interest or ability a boy or girl has In pur uln , C I"mal 

education, the more likely early marriage will occur and the lower the educati nalle el fa ' irl . 

parents, the more likely early marriage will occur. Here, it is worth mentionjng that lh 

"education" should be understood, in this study, in its "formal" form. Thu the a[! rementi ned 

explanation of education does not include the religious education. 

5.4. Parents' Desire to Confirm the Continuity of the Family Line 

The importance of marriage and marital status is a great and interlinked factor in influencing th 
'1 b At this point there wa a tv ~ Id ~ ar 

size and structure of the household and faIm y mem ers. 
.' f h ' r age and the gi illg birth f th ir 

on the side of the parents, i.e., on the contmUlty 0 t elf me . 
. . h 1 h art d position and strong feeling that th 

chIldren. Hence, parents were III a very woe e e 

have to arrange the marriage of their children before they passed away. 

I emess for their kin hip c ntinuit and 
Plenty of cases in the study revealed about parenta eag . 

. d Teachman (1993) as the Int al 1\ n 
further affirmed by the argument of Fncke an . 

.' t 'n pre-transition population 
marriage and first birth is espeCially Importan I . . nd r du 

, . I identit a first birth pro e h r ~ rnit1 
contributes significantly to a woman s SOCIa y, 

hild 
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the anxiety surrounding family continuance. Where children are I d h a pre u e to ou eh Id fi i n 111 

a rural society, a first birth begins a new phase in the cycle of c 'l d h . laml y an ou h Id ~ fmatl n. 
Where marriage reproduces labor and other exchanges betwee C '1' fi b' n laml les a Ir t Inh la 

groundwork for future plans in recreating old and forming new alliances. Mor r marri a 

binds the generations in the shared beliefs that what has been true and la ting in the pa I i Irt! 

and lasing today and will remain so safely across time (DelCampo & Del amp 

marriage is the occasion for a substantial transfer of assets from the parent to th hild I n rati n 

and it is a rite of passage that marks the beginning of an individual 's separation fr m the parenta l 

unit, even if generations continue to be socially and economically interdependent ui umbin & 

Hallman, 2003). 

Indeed, the way parents' desire to have large family size put pressure on their dau ,hter 

birth at early age. Moreover, both her and her husband's parents were attentively cal ulatin ' th 

different benefits that could be obtained from the large family size. Thus, young girl are ~ r 'd 

to enter into marriage and expected to give birth to as many children a po ible. 

Consequently, the ethnographic study proved that children who gave many birth ar g tting a I t 

of blessing from their family for continuing the family line with many famil y member . B' id ' 

that, parents aspire to have their children bear them grandchildren which are con idered a a r' at 

pride to the family. As a result, for most parents, the desire to have many grand-childr n j 

considered as a primary reason to make decisions favoring early marriage. 

The following case of Alemitu Zewdu explains parents' desires to get grand cruldren fr m her as 

the major reason for her being marreid at an early age in a hidden manner. 

Case 4: Hidden Early Marriage Arrangement and Parents' Desire to be Grand­

parents 

d t e known or identified b the P I ad r 
In some cases, early marriage arrange paren s wer 

d tt d their formal schooling. Thu 
concerned bodies when their children stoppe to a en 

. , f: '1 members pledged an agr ment \. ilh lh 
break away from such identification, the bnde s ami y 

. B t most of the oung irl 
groom's family about the continuity of her educatIOn. u , 

. d to the burden of hou ehold dUlie . 
at their early age never come to school agam ue 

r 
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Initially, Alemitu' s parents had promised to give her in a marriage in order t affi rm Ih 

relationship between them and her in-laws when she was 7 years old. Accordingl the I I 

feast between the marrying families has gone for seven solid years. When she reached 14 all th 

family members believed that she could be able to uphold household respon ibilili and t I V 

birth, and she was married in a hidden manner. Moreover, her parent ent her t rmal 

schooling (education) after many hesitations, because their aim was not to educate her ut rath r 

to marry her early and to see the continuity of their kinship line. 

Consequently, her marriage was arranged before three years under the umbrell a f Mika,1 

dggggs, at the month of Tir 12 (January). Then her father and her husband father pi d ed an 

'informal' or verbal agreement about the schooling of Alemitu, but neither her hu 'band n r h r 

husband's family want to send her to formal school. Thus, she was frustrated and a k d h r fath r 

about the issue, but her father hesitated to ask the parents of his son-in law and the i u 

pending. In the mean time, the school principal got the information and fo rced Alemitu hu and 

to send her to school. After discusing the issue with him, her husband allowed her t c ntinu h 'r 

education. Unfortunately, after six months of absenteeism from school she became pre nan! and 

was unable to continue her formal schooling. 

Alemitu further elaborated the situation in her own words as: 

I was married to a 28 years old boy when I was 14. At that time, J was a grade 3 stud ~ 't 
d if

· I crl'ed at that time but nobody wanted sharlllg //Iy palll. 
an was unaware a marrzage. ' . ' .. 
Everybody said you are matured enough to handle the household dulle ' alld gIVe bd" th 

d h bl oif Tir Mikael daggas. After 1 a 
too. The marriage was arranged un er teem em ' d I 

I fi d t go to my husband s hO//le all 11 
of my hidden marriage arrangement, was orce 0 . . . 
told me all the merits which I had to get there including the conll/1U1ty of m. schoollll~. 

h' I had household duties such as carrylll water III 
But, I suffered from lots of hards IpS. . I fi fi rther uses Tho e were th . k' th dung 'S of amma s or u . 
a clay-pot every mornmg, ma mg e . I 'th Illy friends wallt 10 eat alld 
. d (m

" 
educatIOn P ay WI ' times when I wante to con mue :.r '. I a dIlly Ilusband 10 cOlltillue //I 

ifr 'd if k' both my m- aws n dress perfectly, I was a aI 0 as mg th . promise aboul //I edu alioll 
fi 

,n .r. t I they were not on elY 
ormal schoolmg, unJortuna e.y, 01 the chance to discuss wilh them about //I 

and my grievance became so hIgh. I never g fiamily and fr ielld . Aft I' //I II 
. " I en get access to my d lzkes and dlslzkes, never ev d' TI'orst oifall J beca//le PI' /0111 all 

. , II d I tarl my e ucatzon. rr I ' 'dd mterventlOns, I was a owe 0 s . I have a 1 year old dau hter alld m III II 

unable to attend my formal educatIOn, Now: nore accusing alld a kill II //I ' 1'1 
. A'ii th' there IS no I marriage became publzc, ljler IS, ther ilifie (len Mikn 1 PA, J 1/11 1' 1 

d bl' ed to start ana 
marriage because I alrea Y a Ig 

2010), 
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The above case depicts that the hidden arranged earl . y marnage becomes ' fl rmal' and pu Ii 
because of Alemitu's giving birth. Thus the concerned bod' . I h " , les, mam y t e local JU II ffi ial 

approved the hidden early marriage after birth One of my ke . C . Y InlOrmants from Ih ffi 

in the study area, witnessed that the law does not force early . d marrle spouses to b di r d aft r 

birth because the new born child will loss his protectors. 

Similarly the following case of Feleku is an additional indicator of parent de ire I nlinu 

their family line through their grand-children. 

Case 5: Hidden Early Marriage Arrangement and Parens' Desire to COlltillLle 
their Family Line 

The early marriage arrangement of Feleku took place five years ago, when 

birth to three children after her hidden marriage under the umbrella of IOzktJr. In the nam 

tdzkar, many people including the PA officials were invited. She was urpri ed 

government officials' reluctance to report her marriage. Feleku voiced her earl y marri a e li ~ In 

her own words as "I was forced to marry at the age of 14. Since my father i a rich man I had It · 

of household and farming activities, 1 never attended formal education. My marria ~ 

arranged in the name of tazkiir. My father always talks to celebrate the lazkor f hj d> '3 ' d 

mother as a cover to my marriage. Moreover, my father and other family member am d rn 

that 1 would become undesirable if 1 did not get married and accept this chance. 

Hence, I was given to my father's best friend's son, Girum, aged 26 and never attended a £ mlal 

school, and forced me to live with him. I was not able to say anytillng about the acti n talc 11 

over me. I think this is not the exact time to say sometillng about my fate because 1 air ad 
od m t . d 1 . hts I even never a ked them t 

rnlsse many chances to uphold my persona ng . , , 

school to attend formal education. 

I got pregnant after 6 months of my hidden marriage. At thi s time e er b d a 
, 1 d "1 1" When m rumor b ed lit! 
normal ' and my hidden marriage became rea an ega. 

b
. . d ill family member became happ 
Ided situation came into public, Guum an s . 

escaped from frustration. Many congratulations go to Girum becau e f m rn I 
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realizing the continuity of his kinship and genealogical l' S . me. 0, I decIded to ba k I m 

mother's home to give a birth. After two weeks stay in m h y moms orne, I gave m fir I irth \ ilh 

the support of my mother and the traditional midwife of the t (p . h) . gOt ens . My child b me m 

wealth and everything. I tum out to accept all the misfortunes for the ake of m 

nothing without my child (Kuahr Mikael PA, January 2010). 

hild. I m 

e marnag I u ta111 Thus, after children are born the chance of separation is so limited and th .. . d 

through children. Accordingly, girls/women are always carrying forward every relati n hi p aft r 

giving birth, with their husbands and suffer for the sake of their children their ramil and ~ r 

their respect too. 

5.5. To Give a Male Guardianship for their Daughters 

Parents in the community believe that their daughters' life is sustained and c ntinued th 

protection of male guardian. Thus, in order to 'survive' , it is strongly argued that girl ' h uld 

have their own fathers, brothers or husbands, unless they are regarded as "unfit . Thi ' lud ai ' 

found that a girl or a woman is respected by her husband in the first place and by her children in 

the second instance. For instance, she was metamorphically called as a ' mother f her hjldr 11 

rather than by her name. In spite of this fact, family members need to get a guard t th >jf 

daughters by marrying them off early. Thus, often they are forced and obliged t lea Lh if 

parents' home. During their marriage, girls were finding and got a life long marriage partn r \ ith 

whom they are able to share their miseries and difficulties of life, 

respect, status and resources in a community. Accordingly, the expected resource ar 

into two: tangible and intangible resources, Thus, shelter, food, and other dail 

d 
' h are considered in the ~ n11er at g 

egree of protection, at least from VIOlence at orne, 
, 'ty e in the later categor , a re ult, ~ r 

Whereas, respect and status in the famIly and communi ar 
, 1 anI10t be easily found ut id 

many women, in many contexts, these VIta resources c 

fr 
'bodies' to 'homebodie ' ,Thu lh 

Consequently, marriage transforms women om no 
. , ' hm t to their husband (ibid , In th lud 
IdentIty they acquire is based on theIr attac en 

, e dependent on men and lh ' 
community members also believe that gIrlS/women ar 
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defend themselves. A woman is believed to be in d f nee 0 a male guardian hip ~ r h an n t 

protect herself and her needs on her own. So commun't b' .' ,1 Y mem ers In general and earl t m rria 

arranged parents In partlcular believe that the young girl" akn ' s we ess can be ba k d-up thr II ~ 

her marriage partner. 

In this regards, married girls start working and living together with their hu b nd in their n 

. IS a goo tlln Ie rt and goggo, and sustain themselves by generating their own income It' d . 

continue making decisions by themselves. Thus, they can shoulder responsibililie and mana 

their affairs independently. In addition to some teenagers, like those who faced pr Icm and 

violence at their home, for those who live with their step-parents in a non-c m ~ rta Ie ram i I 

environment, marrying at an early age and leading their own life is a be t opp rtunit t br ak­

away from this uncomfortable situation. 

Moreover, a girl starts the life of womanhood, through early marriage, and i a I t ntllr 

herself in the future of her fate and can have a full control over her future life. "arl mania I 

therefore, not simply a financial arrangement between the marrying spou e 

potential means to make people better-off depending on their duty and activitie . 

the partners must work hard constantly and vigorously to cooperate, and apply their inc m and 

efforts to a common venture. These are important forewarnings of the partners by them I 

Hence, marriage in general and early marriage in particular is a major mean f \ alth 

accumulation and generating income. Early married partners are, therefore, earn m re inc J.ne in 

terms of cattle, land, agricultural products and they can save money and be in a better c nditi n 

as well as in a respected and good position in their future life than their unmarried c unt rpart 

in their community. As a result, marriage helps people to generate income and \l ealth 

compared to the unmarried ones. Thus, people who married early become econ mj all tt r 

f 
. ft . while compared with in I men \\ ith 

o f. Married men become more productIve a er marrIage 
. '1 . ..' M r marital social norm en 

SImI ar educatIOn and Job histones. oreove , 
productive and wealth accumulation behavior to the spouses. Some of the gr at r \. 

. . f'fi' t pecialization and poolin f r ur 
marned couples results from thetr more e ICIen s . . 

b 
. cording to Hoben (1973 , It I h d th t lh 

ecause they save more. In spite of the marnage, ac 

h ruth 

an 
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livestock of the marrying spouses will multiply, children will be born and the h 

obtain control over an increasing amount of land. 

Indeed, younger partners have the chance to learn and make cooperation for thei r Ii e t 

They have the opportunity to learn their responsibilities and household dutie pri vatel . 

does it help to learn these rudiments in their early years oflife, but also leave much time t 

mistakes and to fix them. At the other end, based on the ethnographic data 

grandparents and parents articulated that their thoughts may differ about the a umpti n 

marriage, particularly from the "legal age of marriage". Accordingly, it is trongly ackn 

th r. 

mak 

that the couple who have been married since a young age, have grown, specially a girl t think 

similarly and thus they do not have opinions that vary quite as much. Thu , they ha c t 

wealthy and respected at their long lasting life plus to that divorce and sex out ide marria e i 

unthinkable which is duly respected in such marriage arrangements. 

Thus, the arrangement of marriage at an early age is a major means and a way of en urin , that a 

wife is sheltered and placed firmly under her husband's control and she become the ear'r f 

children as well as a legitimate descendant of her and her husband's parents' kinship line. Tbu 

the long term relationship of the marrying family members came into real bond through c1lildr n. 

As a result, the children a girl bears are the legitimate offsprings of the marrying spou e and the 

bonds of affection between couples can be regarded as the bond of the spouses famil m m r 
. h'ld' t r 'ted to their own go" v 0 rath r 

too. Consequently, the role of marrymg young c 1 ren IS no Iml ' 
. ll'~ A result everybody is taking car f lh 

they have also a significant role m the communa lie. sa , 

marriage arrangement processes. 
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Case 6: Hidden Early Marriage Arrangements d n , . ~;I' 'All" an rarents Desire to For", 
luarrlage lance with a Respected Family 

I met many people with impressive and educative stories but th I . , e person w 10m I met In n 

Mikael, teacher Fiker Belete, sticks in my mind However th t ' . . , e s ory IS not about hlln rath r it i 

about his sister, Sinafiksh. 

My key informant, teacher Fiker, boldly asserted the situation of his sister Sinafik h, in hi n 

words as "I was born and raised in this village (Zeng Mikael). My mother ha ix hildr n 

including me. I am the first child in the family, and my mother started to give birth while h a 

15 with no delivery problem at the time. Fortunately, my uncle took me to Alember t \ n and 

hence I was lucky to be able to attend my formal education. But the rest of my ibling did n 1 

get any opportunity to attend formal education at all, and all got married and gave birth . 

My mother feels as she lives with no problem and looks her marriage at an early age a g d and 

hence she accepted any marriage proposal of my siblings which came through our fa ther. It i due 

to two sided influences that I lost my beloved sister, Sinafiksh. When Sinafik h wa a 5 an I half­

year- old child, my father promised her to a marriage alliance locally known as lag hn Idl la' . 

His main reasons for the marriage alliance were the family of the proposed husband of inafi k h 

who were highly respected, religious and behaviorally appreciated by the local people. M fa th r 

had a good, old relationship with kess (priest) Menbere, the father of Sinafik h' hu band 

(Alamrew), and it is to strengthen this relationship that Sinafiksh was given to Alamrew. 

Then the wedding ceremony preparation for Sinafiksh started. She was not infonned ab ut hat 

was going on, except the mention of Alamrew's, her would-be husband's goodJ1e and 

kindness. Next, when Sinafiksh was 10 years old, the hidden marriage took place in the nam f 
. . hen she knew that she ag ing t 

celebrating st. Mikael's day. Though Smafiksh was crymg w 

I I 
. g 'wag nawa sidaru malaqa it i a 

marry, the response given to her was a oca saym 

h hidd n arranged marriage and rumor g t 
tradition/custom to cry at marriage). After tee . ' 

Al 
te' s family and she did so b a pun th 

Sinafiksh was ordered by our parents to go to eman ' 

order. 



After she lived together with her husband for two years I (F·k ) . , I er got a me a e that Inafik h 

was very sick. When I reached there and I saw her she had I t h h·ldh , os er c I ood beaut and I n 

got confused whether she was my sister. I started crying and took h t Al b er 0 em er health en! r. 

The nurses saw her and told me to take her to Debre Tabor or W t h I I r , ore a ea t 1 center II r urth r 

treatment. While taking her to Debre Tabor hospital, I saw that she could not contr I h r urin . I 

was frustrated and preferred my death. Then the doctors in Debre Tabor hospital aw her and th 

told us that the problem happened to her might be a 'fistula' and told us to take her t Bahir ar 

Hamlin fi stula center. 

The Bahir Dar Hamlin fistula center gave her treatment and we were told that h uld ct 

treatment at Woreta fistula center at any time when she feels further pain. She wa al Id n t t 

have any sexual intercourse. After we stayed four weeks at Babir Dar Hamlin fi tula center \ 

took her to our village. Then I took her back to our family home for better care and I r turn d t 

my work place by informing my parents' to call me if she had any strange feeling. Aft r t 

months of stay, the villagers insisted that it was not good to separate her fr m a resp t d 

husband and she went back to her husband. 

After much hesitation, my father let her go to her husband by warning her and her hu band n t t 

have sex. Her husband kept his promise for months; only to break it after a while. A a r ult he 

became pregnant. When I heard this misfortune I told them that she would have to g to h pital 

to check her health status. But priest Menberu (her father in-law) refused the idea and aid that t. 

Mikael would protect her from anything evil. I got myself powerless to do anything and 1 ame 

back home. After four months of her pregnancy, her womb could not carry the fetu and re lilt d 
. b h re the health center worker a h r 
In excessive bleedings. We took her to Alem er town, w e 

and wrote a referral letter to Bahir Dar hospital. Unfortunately, on the way to Bair Dar ju t m 

kilometers left to Woreta town, Sinafiksh took her last breath at the age of 14 . 

. s. fik h for marriage, her parents her in- Ia\! and 
According to the above case after pledgmg ma I s 

, , arent's home by persuadtng b r t tart I i In 

community members push her to go to Alarnrew s P . 
. . s one to her in-laws home t ad h r 111-1 \' 

With him as soon as possible. After Smafiksh wa g 
. eir own goggo. She was al 0 t Id t tart i In 

her under pressure to live with Alarnrew m th 
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birth. On the other hand the two marrying families £ I . ee qUite proud of the fact that th 

to keep their word; and consider all Sinafiksh's trauma a full s y caused and meant b d. 

On the other hand, one of the community b mem ers Ato Dessalegn arranged a hidden earl 

10 oWing case diu trat par n ' marriage for both of his daughters at the same time and the C II ' . 

desire to get a male guardian to their daughters as the motive behind the hidden arran em nt 

early marriage in the research sites. 

Case 7: Hidden Early Marriage Arrangements and Parents ' Desire to Ha ve a 
Male Guardian 

Ato Dessalegn Meshesha, a 40-year-old man, was born in Zeng Mikael PA where he Ii e . II 

has four children. The first two are daughters, 14 and 12, and the others are on IOYl and 8. At 

Dessalegn was eager to see his children got married. A year ago, on a trip to Bahir Dar a or 
f rLl trat accident happened to him, and he was severely injured. Even after recovery he wa 

by the accident since he was so worried about his death before he saw his children de tin . 1 hi 

is a turning point to arrange his daughters ' (Etagen and Ajebush) marriage in a hidden manM r. 

Thus, in order to minimize the costs of wedding feasts on the one hand and to ee hi dtil dren 

destiny on the other hand, Ato Dessalegn arranged a marriage for both of hi daught r at lb 

same time. On the issue at hand, most grandparents, parents, community eld r and 

knowledgeable individuals, during focus group discussions, key informant interview and in­

depth interviews, articulated that parents who are either poor or with many children ft n 

arranged the marriage of their daughters collectively in order to reduce the marriag c t . Thu 

Ato Desalegn' s case is basically related with the latter' s consideration. Ace rding] , t 

Desalegn' s daughters, Etagegn and Ajebush, were forced to marry at the age of 14 and I ju t b 

d h t 
th . father was saved from death durin 

pretending that the feasts are to celebrate the ay t a elr 
. d . I Etagegn and Ajebush v ere 4th and nd 

the car accident a year ago. The two early marrle glr s, . 
. db the agreement with the par nl -tn-Iav 

grade students, respectively. The marnage was arrange y 

to continue the brides' education in their husbands' village. 
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During the hidden wedding feast, the villagers were quite l'nC db ' lonne a out the weddln 

Unfortunately, the Woreda officials, principals agricultur I d I , a eve opment worker 

officials had been supervising the P A, and they were invited at th C ' b e least, ut no on ue 

knew what was taking place. The researcher was surprised and asked one of the ill 

the events and he told to him (the researcher) that it was not a strange thing to ch at th 

in this manner. According to the informant, in one instance, the police and ju tic ffi ial 

also cheated by one of the early marriage arranged by parents as if the feast were ztikal' . 

After 21 days of their hidden marriage, the two brides were obliged to go to their rc p 

husbands' home. The researcher has keenly observed the case and got informed that ther 

cr 

any formal school in both marrying families' villages. They even did not come ba k t 1h ir 

previous school till the researcher was in the fieldwork. Of course, it is a comm n trend in th ' 

community that husbands and their parents agree to send the brides to school at the initial ' ta 

and forget their obligation after the marriage was arranged. Moreover, mo t of the earl marri 'd 

girls got pregnant after their marriage and things became worse to them though pi asanl ~ r 1h > 

groom families. Thus, the hidden interests of the husbands' families to see the continuit [ th ir 

family line came to real when their daughter-in-Iaws got pregnant. 

Thus when parents have life threatening encounters such as fatal accidents they wake up ilh th 

awareness that they need to do something about their daughters. It is obvious that e er par nl 

want their children to do well in life, but such parents, like Ato Dessalegn, demanded mania f 

their daughters in order to see them before they bare passed away. 

. WI T ar revealed the hidden arrang d earl 
By the same token, one of the key mforrnants, ro lruro , 

marriage as: 
'tments like when the pOllses h uld liv 

Most of the marrying parents grant comlm~ e give birth and al 0 about th 
.' ~ ~ tart sexua zntercours , . together 111 their own goggo, s t e oif the aureelllelll wIll h or 

. . dWfjicult to mee on 0 bride's education. But, It IS I I. king the daughters feel eas ab ut 
impractical. Most negotiations are Just ways of n~ance to make decision . £v r Ithill 
their marriage goings-on. The daughters have any the groolll 'S jalllil ' /n 1110 t 
is carried out by parents and negotiators from btaining great benefit throu h th 
daughters are persuaded by their pa~~;:s ;;:h:ut any hesitation (len \fika 1 P , 
marriage. Hence, they accept all troU 
February 2010). 



5.6. Fear of Social Stigma and Loss of Social Status 

Parents and community elders revealed that marrying off daughters at an early age i a k 

social recognition and escape from social stigma. This study also witnessed that social pr 

to confirm to societal norms are major causes for the persistence of early marriag . Thu 

norms are clearly accepted and agreed upon by community members and externalized man 

instances, like in early marriage arrangements. Moreover, parents arranged earl y mania in a 

hidden manner and the rest of community members' collaborated with them to pre rv th 

socially accepted norms. Accordingly, the parents of the spouses did not have an p r t 

deviate from this guideline and it would be very difficult to go against the social n rm and d la 

their children' s marriage. Thus, deviation from societal norms and pressure may lead par nt t 

loss social status and consider themselves as they are powerless in making de i inn th ir 

children's life chances. Generally speaking, the power, reputation, prestige and h n r r th 

family are measured by the amount of in fluencel control parents exert on their childr n. 

Such social pressures include, among others, strains from community member t the irl ' 

parents, like, why they were not getting their daughter married yet and sugge ting 

comments and fears about the fate and future life of the girl by giving a marriage pr p al t th ir 

daughter. In general, during the focus group discussions held with grandparent parent and 

1m I d bl 
. d' 'd I . 1 hould get married at their early age in order to maintain th 

ow e gea e m IVI ua s, glr s s ' 
. . . f: '1' Th irl has married engaged or pr mi d I 

status and SOCial prestIge of theIr amI les. us, a g , 
. . d fi . nting towards her and her fami I 

marnage before any socIetal pressure an many mger pOl 

.' t noted the following points: 
In this context, the ethnographic research partlclpan s 

. . d at the proper age or promised Ihem fi r 
If parents do not get their daughters marne I ' .rthefiamily will talk aboul Ihe irl 

. . b s and the re atlves OJ 
marrzage, the commumty mem e: I p I ask why not her parellls el h I' 

in particular and the parents m genera, e~p e'sh to marry her themselve , or Iii 
married. They derogative!y say: her ~wn p~re~ s w~acw liyagiibuwiil niiw allde; qond 
are waiting till she produ~es a hornJm A';s f~~i~; members do not wall I 10 ~t ill 1/ Ii 
askatabiiqal niiw ande yml/bbaquwat). J', u

h
' h ' daughters should gel married befi r 

I h th'nkt att elr social exposures. As a resu I, I ey I (FGDs with errand parell l , par III , 
h and them too " 'k I PA 

anyone points his/her finger on er . d' 'd als in Kuahr and Zell WI a , 
1m I d eable In IVI U 

community elders and ow e g 
January -February 2010). 
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Our parents are worried about their dignl'ty d ' " an reputatIOn The th ' k h if ' 
get marrred by their good will they consl'd d ,y In t at I we d/(l ll I , ere us as we d'd d ' 
paved a way to social stigma, After that nobod ks fi I ~n eSlrable Ihill alld 
the stigmatic range and position in our co~ as ,us ~ marriage, we are air ad ill 
reputation nobody will marry us, This is the gr m~mty, nce we lost our statu alld 
early married girls, Kuahr Mikael PA, Februa;~O~~;.cern oj our parents (FGD 's willi 

Most parents considered early marriage as an acceptabl ' I . , 'h kn h ' , e soc/Q norm and Iradltloll 
T ey ow t at, m.arryl~g their daug~te: at an early age is an illegal act and that i lilli ' 
they arranged It In a hidden way, ThiS IS a social custom and b d . I ' , " , no 0 y wants to VIO ale II , 
if anyone, tries to vIOlate thl~ custom or reported the hidden practice to the legal bodi " 
he/she will be spurned or rejected by the community members (A to Asmamaw ob ze a 
Key Informant, Zeng Mikael PA, January 2010), ' 

Since deviating from socially accepted norms may make parents to be con idered a the \ I' 

powerless on controlling their children's behavior, community members are very en iti 

their reputation and do not want to deviate from the approved norms of the ociety. The r Ii Ii II 

leader in Zeng Mikael exemplified the issue at hand by using a local expre in a mainl In 

relation to reputation, sam kasam yibaltala (dignity smells more than wax). Moreover the fai lul' In 

those marriage promising parents, of their children's marriage, put them in a great dan ' r f 

social exclusion and made them regarded as unfaithful (mataha his), Accordingl par 'nt 

promise each other to marry their children and then arranged the marri age. Hen e, lh 

aforementioned arguments were an indication of social relationships, fears a well a pr mi 

and argued with the proposition of Bartz and Nye (1970) that 'the earlier a girl become en a d 

the more likely early marriage will occur' , however, the engagement is held on by parent . 

ial 
Similarly, one of the early married girls, Ajebush Dessalegn, aged 12, asserted that the 

, , 'h' t paved the way fo r her marriag . 
norm as well as the good pOSItIOn of her father m t e SOCIe y 
further acknowledged that she has not any power to deviate from such a traditi n and r gr l 

b 
" her own words as' 

a out the practice, In short, she stated the SItuatIOn on ' 

, th community Because of his social alld 
... My father is a respected p,erson zn e . bl' ed him to marry me off al all 
economic position, everybody zn our com;umty 0 ~iir (umnorriageable) if II did 
early age, Thus, they told him that I will e a q~;o y father was forced to 1II0r III 

not arrange an early marriage for me, As a resu , m 
at an early age (Zeng Mikael PA, February 2010). 
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In the community where this ethnographic study was conducted b I' , parents e leve that th 
be given high social respect when they have children who got . d I ' . marne . t IS obvlou th t u h 

People give priority to their pride and social prestige as in what oth thO k f I ers In 0 tlem than \i hat 
their teenage daughters go through in an early marriage. 

In general, due to the socially accepted norms and values, nobody is allowed to de iate r m 

a 

them and the social power and status of a respected person is to be acknowledg d b th 

community members. Thus, everybody is obliged to conform to the social norm. Ther i al 

widely held belief that the longer a girl stays without getting married, the greater shame and th 

higher risk for her in having casual sexual relationships. Furthermore, since ex be ~ re and 

outside a marriage is still a taboo, where pregnancy out of marriage remains the w r t hame a 

girl can bring to her family, parents take due attention for their social status and p iti n in th 

community. 

5.7. Fear of the Qomo Qar Stigma 

Parents fear that their daughters could not get good husbands and face the qomo qtir 

(unmarriagable) stigma in the society. Furthermore, the stigma is basically attached to a daughter 

and passes to the remaining members of her family, mainly to her parents and the famil a a 

whole. 

. th cially acceptable marriage age. A a 
Therefore, nobody allows his/her daughter to pass e so . 

. h h d Ii r marriage in whatsoever age he I n 
result, if a girl reached, or is conSIdered as s e reac eo . 

t of her parents in the commuru t her 
the way to whether to protect the fame, honor or respec 

parents want to marry her at an early age as soon as possible. 

d 67 from Kuahr Mikael P A narrated th 
One of the key informants, W/ro Asnaq Worku age , 

situation in her own words as: 
. b ) norms it is a great shame Oil U 

If a woman deviates from our (communrt>: mem hers e to ex;rcise this value by her If 
(parents) Thus it is not appropriate to gIve a c anc 'ty start observing since her earl 
The life ~f a gi~l is so difficult, people in thedcom~utn~nd not do any wrollg thill . The 

h b Strong an pallen . I oli ve d 
ages. Accordingly, she as to e . du may ruin the genera/lOIIS- ollg 
failure of her to perform her baSIC ty 
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reputation and the respect of her family. As a result h h 
history of her kinship line (Kuahr Mikael PA, January ~O~ O)~ to take care of 111 

Since parents of the groom are also too much eager to get a good daughter in-Ia nd ramil a 

girl is obliged to protect herself and get married before making any mistake . Thu th I n r 

she waits for a husband, and not being able to get married early the harder to get th g d ~ mil 

and husband. Nobody wants her for marriage after the age of her early teen . In nerol 

community members who participated in the study commonly agreed on the idea a ~ 11 

The fam ily needs both a good child-in-Iaw and good marrying family members. FirS11 , 
marrying families pledged each other about a marriage, at any age of a irl, III 11 III 
marriage duty and burden is on both of the spouses' family members, because Ih lIav 
already become united through the marriage alliance. As a result, they Slart a gala '<>1<> 
which continues till the marriage celebration. This marriage is mainly held in a hid i 11 

manner (Kuahr Mikael and Zeng Mikael PAs, January - February 2010). 

Even though finding a suitable bride is a difficult task, for the groom's family m In 

selection is based on her personal character, mainly based on the community member att itud' 

and recognition towards her behavior and good manner. Thus, the more she i gettin Id r th . 

more nobody gives attention to her. Hence, the ethnographic research participant re ealed th > 

issue at hand as follows: 

Well- to-do and respected families never ask too old girl for a marriage: he has (~ b.' 
too young as much as possible to be asked for marri.age. If her age. IS too o/~ II IS 
difficult for her to be asked for marriage. The commumty members hesltate~ 10 ask o~ld 

. d bl . her lifie Thus wealtlllestfiolllll1e 
suspect that there are some mIsfortune an pro em m . , . 
would not ask a girl for marriage from such a family. Moreover, all Ihe fOl I,ure. 
underlined in her family and that is a great shame to them. In general, t'I',de I,"ore ,;, I , 

. d h t marriage bifie she wou wve. 1, W , 
old the fiewer requests for marrzage an t e wars ' fi'l b . ' , , lifi b use the groom s 01111 Y lIIelll el 
she never succee~ed in her m,amage I, e ~~~ren is decreased (FGDs wilh gralld 
calculation regardmg her capaCIty of bearmg c . d . / . Kuahr Mikael and Zellg 
parents, parents, community elders and early mame gzr s, 
Mikael PAs, January-February, 2010). 

. arents forced me to do so 01 Ihe age ~f/. . 
Though I didn't want to get mamed, my p d 'ded to marry lIIe. AI Ille 1I//l1al 
Unfortunately due to social pressures my parents ec~ aid 'why is she /101 elli/l 
stage commu~ity members were talking about mek adnme

s 
that 'why are you 1101 elli/l 

I · ifmyparents as e 
married ', Moreover, every re atlve ~ Yi h to form your own goggo. Do /101 
married every one is getting mamed? oU

h 
GVthe. as The basic thing is your lIIani , d ( and at er mo · j I • 

foolish; do not think about e uca /On d oif our family '. The e were Ih . I II. 

life You have to be strong and be prou y 1Grriage (Tn-deplh illl I I \ wllh 
, . d bout me before my n 0101 

community members d,scusse a d 15 K hr Mikael PA, Februar , 't. 
. d' h Teka age ,ua 

early married girl, Yemlwe IS 
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Nonetheless, young girls at the age of 18 or 19 may be co . d d . nSl ere as old ladles when mpar d 

with their age mate boys. Moreover, things are worst if they were n t k de' o as e lor marnag th 

already considered as that they become qomo qar So pare t th'nk ' . b . . , n s I It IS etter t g I th Ir 

daughters married at young age. Otherwise if they wait too long th h . h e s arne IS on t em and th 

would be unable to find a good son-in-law and family In general m . ff h . d . arrymg 0 t elr au hI r 

early decreases the anxiety of parents to get with inappropriate groom and famil y. Thu m rr ing 

off their daughter at an early age provides them insurance for the well-being of their children b 

protecting their daughters from premarital sex, loss of virginity and unwanted pregnancy n the 

one hand and the prestige of the parents as well as the whole family on the other hand. 

Similarly one of the key informants, Wlro Ayalnesh Balew, claimed that societal pr ure and 

norms played a pivotal role for her daughter's marriage at the age of 13. Her daughter Minalu h 

was the third child of the family and she was forced into marriage when she was grade 4. Apart 

from starting her formal education lately, she could not continue her schooling after the marriage. 

Moreover, the situation was explained by her own words as: 

1 love my daughter very much; she is the apples of my eyes. She had lots of household 
and farming duties. We (1 and my husband) never advised her about education, rather 
we saw our work burden. Unfortunately, she got married and left us. That was a 
horrible time for me. 1 was not able to manage the household duties alone. Since she 
was so industrious, my son-in-law loved her, and hesitated to send her to school, alld 
she is on and off on her education. Only God knows about her f~ture fate. I had ~one '~'Y 
responsibility on her. 1 married her in a good manner and she IS now a good wife. As a 
result, 1 do not fear any stigma about her (Zeng Mikael PA, February 2010). 

Similar case was found from one of the key informants, from the parents' generation. he was 
d he has five children. She expre ed 

forced to marry at the age of 12, before 17 years, an noW s 

the issue at hand in her own words as: 
ld maid (I omo qar, baqlo), and felt a great 

My parents feared that 1 would become an 0 . I . q Uence they pushed me into a 
'h 

d oif SOCia stigma. III , 
humiliation on them. r. ey are scare. .' I sta e of my marriage life, things were 0 

marriage at the age of 12. At the. 1~/.tl.a an: other burdens. Fortunately, I ilia ill a 
difficult, mainly household responslbillflesr Th ks to God I have a good hou e alii 
position to manage myself and had a go.od if~· Ian ve birth ~o five children alld I ju t 

. . h' 17 oifmamage tlme ga I . ' life. Moreover Wit m years bl if social pressure as a mot ler, It I 0 

like my life the way it is. 1 also see the pro ,em tOt' g your daughters married, a ed 10 

k d hv aren t ge m 
hard. Community members as e w"'.J, 2010) 
and 6. It is too difficult (Kuahr Mikael P A, anuary . 



In short, early marriage arranged parents believed that th ' d elf aughters should get married a arl 
as possible, Thus, girls or women are supposed to fi d ' , m an appropnate mamage partn r durin 
their teenage years or they would be discriminated and J' d d .. . u ge as qomo qar (unmamageable. u h 

prejudice puts young girls as well as their parents under frust t' M . ra lOn, oreover, family mem r 

believe that the failure is considered as theirs too when their d ht d . . aug er oes not get married In h r 

early years, So, they do anything to make sure that the family maintains its pride and ial 

respect through marrying their young daughters at an early age, 

5.8. Fear of Loss of Virginity and Related Stigmas 

The girls' family honor and prestige is protected by ensuring that their daughter get married a 

virgin, Community members' value virginity of girls before marriage, thus marriage i a epted 

to safeguard the family' s honour (DelCampo & DelCampo, 1999; Sweetman, 2003). If he i 

not a virgin, she and her family are disgraced and the marriage is dissolved" (UN A I 

cited in Guday, 2005:45), Moreover, "since a young woman's virginity was under t d a a 

moral as well as a physical condition, family and church conspired to keep women 'pure' 

(Sommers and Whitehead, 1998, cited in Guday, 2005:53), Thus fears about premarital eX lIal 

activity and rumors about it scampering an opportunity to get married for girls at their earl y age. 

Community members further acknowledged that any pregnancy in marriage, including earl 

marriage, at any age is acceptable and is a good act, while pregnancy of girls at their rnaj rit 

age, even above the age of 25, outside marriage is socially unacceptable, Thu , teenage 

pregnancy within an early marriage is a socially accepted act and it further reaffirm the entr f 
, , d I He Moreover it is the main rea n 

teenage gIrlS mto a womanhood status an to comrnuna 1 , , 

stated by most of the community elders and Orthodox Christian fathers that pregnane outside 

f: 
'I d 't' not allowed by God. Religion ha an 

marriage vows is a dishonored act for the amI y an 1 IS 
, 'nk d 'inity because it is a major indication f 
mfluence on early marriage and it is mainly h e to Vlfg 

, h' spected to be virgin as veil a h r 
her "purity" (Alemante, 2004), Accordingly, smce s e IS re . 

, 'ld b fore marriage having a child out of \ ed l k 
purity is acknowledged more in not havmg a ChI e ' p oe & Whitehead (2004:2 not d that 
reduces the chances of ever marrying, Moreover, open . 
" ", ' bl characteristics a potential marnage pann r an 
havmg chIldren is stIll one of the least deslfa e 

possess", 



The Ethnographic data gathered from parents and . . commumty elders revealed that p r nt d n t 
want to let theIr daughter free and see their death Th . . us, they stnctly protect the fa te r th ir 
daughters. They also fear that if a girl does not g t . d , e marne at an early age, he will ' I pith 
many men , and nobody asks her for marriage at hit " . er a er age. Thus, It IS di fficul t fo r a girl t ct 

a husband when she gets older and older They furth . d . . . er recogmze that they are re p n i ~ r 

protectmg theIr daughters from the social stigmas. 

5.9. To Get Male Protection and Male Labor Force 

If a woman loses her husband by death or through divorce I't . rr hCI' , IS common to marry 

daughter and get the protection as well as labor of her son-in-law. Moreover, since th tar tit 

get the labor and protection of the son-in-law, the marriage arrangement and proce i unu ua\. 

Thus, a girl never goes to her husband parents' home, rather, the husband comes t her m th r 

home and serves the family. 

Similarly, early marriage is also practiced to those who are helpless and in need of human lab r. 

As a result, this pattern helps to get a male labor force. This mainly takes place when a hu band 

died. At this time, a widowed woman needs the men labor for farming (Ploughing) acti vitie . 

Thus, she might also let her daughter live in her mother's homestead together with her hu band 

who is supposed to look after his mother-in-law, along side, his own goggo. Fortunately, childr n 

are accepting the order of their parents. Unwillingness to accept their parents decision i 

considered as deviating from the local community's custom and tradition. The following ca e 

explains the issue at hand. 

Case 8: Hidden Early Marriage Arrangement and the Demand for Farm Labor 

Wlro Bizuye has three children (2 females, aged 20 and 15 and one son, aged 11). Her hu band 

died six years ago. For different reasons, all of her children are not supporting her. in e th 

older girl got married and lives in another village it was difficult to W/ro Bizuye to handle the 

Th
' . hb rs who had been gi ing help in th 

household duties and the family by her own. elf nelg 0 

d th 
fh r husband As a result W/ro Bizu e bad! 

previous time stopped their action after the ea 0 e . 

f: 
d elated activities. Thus she a for d t marry 

needed a son-in-law to get his labor for arm an r 

off her child, Sinkinesh, at an early age. 
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The marriage took place in a very systematic and hidden m . . . anner. What ha been d ne a that 
the husband of Smkmesh, Gizew came to Wlro B' , , lzuye s home and lived a on f the amil 

members and performs the farming activity as if 't h' 1 was IS own. Fortunately the d p-r t d 

relationship between the fathers of the marrying spa I d . uses p aye a pIvotal role to Wir Bizu e 

tactic to be more hidden. 

Wlro Bizuye explained to the non-relatives as Gizew is l'n h h C I b er ome lor a or upport. H 

e s aug ere eep I n t ~ r neighbors and most community members knew everything and th I ht d h . 

the funeral memory of her deceased husband too. The researcher also witnessed that the 15 year 

old girl, Sinikinesh, lives with her husband in their own hut (goggo) in her mother h mestead. 

Id w man 

my husband died six years ago. In our marriage, we got three children and our fir t daughter 

married at the age of 14, and she gave birth to two children. Mallaku yimasgan (thank t 

Similarly, Wlro Bizuye witnessed the situation in her own words as "I am a 40 year 

t. 

Mikael) I got a chance to become a grand-mother. However, after the death of my hu band 1 

faced the problem of working hands for farm activities. Nobody wants to help me in fannin 

activities; my only option was to hire labor workers under the agreement of ~rboMa and qu'1 . 

Unfortunately, both of the laborers were not working wholeheartedly and they were n t 

trustworthy. They were also not good in ploughing. Thus, I was left with the onJy opti n f 

marrying my daughter and get the help of my son-in-law. So that he could work in the farm a bj 

own. I lived the last six years in a dark manner so I needed some rest and support. So to 01 e all 

the above mentioned problems, I decided to marry my daughter in a hidden manner. 1 wished that 

I should have to give my daughter to Mergeta Aberawork's son, Gizew, who had been in a go d 

relationship with my deceased husband. Every procedure and arrangement had taken place with 

the full support and advice of Mergeta Aberawork. He is also in a great need of marrying m 

daughter, Sinikinesh, to his son, for the continuity of the long- lived, close friendship bet een u . 

h 
S· I need his labor for the farm I could n t 

On these grounds, I let Gizew marry my daug ter. mce 
c h' h d' t tes that a wife should go to her hu band ' 
lollow the customary marriage procedure, w lC lC a 

'ld h' hut (goggo) in m 0" 1 a\· d mma 
family, and I let him (my son-in-law) to bUl IS own . b hi istence in my home t ad had n 
(homestead). At this time, all the questlOnS a out s ex . farm labor support since \ had a d 
answered by saying that he is here to gIve me 



relationship, and everybody trusted me. I hope I will hold a great wedding feast when 

birth" (Kuahr Mikael P A, February 2010). 

The aforementioned case does not proceed in the "formal" way of marriage arran gem nt 

procedure, which states a 'wife' should go to her husband's home and reside there and hen e it 

does not rearrange the living and life situation of the husband's family member . Ac rdingl 

the situation is on the other continuum of the social rearrangement structure. As a result marriage 

is a rearrangement of social structure as well as any arrangement of persons in in tituti nalized 

relationships. Through marriage certain existing relationships are changed due to the bride 

residential change (Radcliffe-Brown & Forde, 1970; Tuupainen, 1970; Keesing, 1975' Barnard & 

Spencer, 2002). However, in Case 8 of the study, the existing relationship i changed in th 

bride's family home than the groom' s home. However, this arrangement, as Radcli ffe- Br wn 

argued, enables persons to live together and co-operate with one another in an orderly ial li ~ 

(Dumont, 2006). 

By the same token, Sinkinesh narrated the situation as follows: 

My mother has raised me both as a father and a mother. After the death of my fathe~ it 
was difficult for the family to lead the life harmoniously. B~cause of h~r .eff01~t, thankJ to 
God I was able to be a good girl. So, keeping and acceptmg her deCISion 13 one. of the 

, .. /', t' . y bifie Before myfather died both of my parents were telling //Ie 
great satlsl ac IOns In m . '.I' . 'd til ' (me and //I 
how a full-fledged marriage life looks like. They dl not even e . u.s A d' I 

h' through formal ' educatIOn. ccor Ing y, 
siblings) about changes one can ac levefi Itt' s go to school All of LIS did 

b d · fi'l bel' blamed them or not e mg u ' . 
no a y In our. ami y mem . m elder sister did not refuse when 'he wa . 
not have any Interes~ to educatIOn. He~ce, th~ time I expected she was happy to //10 1'1' 

told that she was gOIng to marry. Durmg k th rder of our parents When J saw //I 

but now I realized that she did that just to ~ePh e ~ mother was too 'happy when he 
mother, she was in trouble, I wanted t~ he P

ji 
e;.( ~ after the death of /IIy father; //I 

saw the giving birth of my sister. That IS 7~e::m:%~ much desirous of being to .be /II 
mother became happy and so farletche~ mother for her giving birth and of /IIaklllg /II 
sister. My sister was alWays blessed by Y II d nd told the entire plan about /II 

Wh mother ca e me a 
mother a grand mother, en ,my II the merits of marriage and my future great 
marriage I cried but she explamed to me a e around to help us, alld told /lie 

, h th e was no on d . I 
fate too. She further told me t at er d with her plan and collaborate \ It 1 

everything about what she planned tobdo. I a2grO}eeOIl 
If'ka I PA Fe ruary 'J ' her in all ways (Kuahr l Vl1 e , 

. . f Bartz and e 197 that \l h n 
. . r with the proposltlOn 0 

Thus, the aforementioned case IS 10 me . 1 't is mor Ilk I arl marri 
. h home of the boy or glf , 1 

only one or no parent is present 10 t e 
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will occur. Thus W Iro Bizuye giving Sinkinesh away for marriage in order to get lab r upp rt 

from the husband of her daughter. The death of her husband is, therefore, cau e W Ir i u ( 

be frustrated enough to look for option of getting assistant in farming activities. A a re ult u h 

occasions open the door for marriage of daughters with a man who would give lab r UPI rt . 

Sinkinesh also shows the determination to her mother by cooperating in all instance . h 

to prove that she can do all the proposals of her mother to ease up her mother s life burd n. 

On the other side, if children lost both of their parents by death, neighbor and fam i I m 111 r 

marry off one of the daughters and sustain the life of the children for a respon ible man wh \ ill 

look after the family' s farming and other activities. Thus, the recruited husband has the dut f 

protecting the family as well as he is responsible for his marriage life. These acti vities in n ral 

show that men are viewed as dependable for the wellbeing of a family in teml of pr idin th 

basic necessities and protection. Moreover, if the children's parents are too old it i al p ibl 

for the practice of early marriage arrangement. Similar arguments have been found in AI mant ' 

(2004)'s and Guday (2005)'s ethnographic findings. 



CHAPTER SIX 

SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION 

6.1. Summary of Major Findings 

In this sub-section the major findings of the study are bn'ely . d (.' summanze as tollow . 

• The trend of early marriage arrangem t h' .. en s among t e studied peasant communltIe r 
Fogera Woreda, the study area, has been changed from the public wedding ~ a t t th 

hidden ceremonies taking place in the name of social and religious gathering and ther 

events. Regarding the prevalence of the hidden arrangements of earl y marriage th 

extended case studies, key informants as well as focus group discus ant rev al d that 

such mechanisms of early marriage arrangements are very common. 

• Parents in the studied peasant communities arrange early marriage for their daughter du 

to economic, socio-cultural and other interrelated reasons. The major reason includ : 

economic factors related with parents' socio-economic status; (2) socio-cultural rea n 

such as parents' fear of their daughters' loss of virginity before marriage and related 

social stigams, parents' fear of the qomo qar (being unmarriageable) stigma for their 

daughters, parents' desire to have a male guardian for their daughter and their de ire t 

continue and extend their family line; (3) parents' lack of hope in formal educati n' and 

(4) female-headed heads' desire to get male protection and male labor force . 

• The nature of the current practice of early marriage in the studied peasant comrourutie 
• ., c. 1 1 mmunity members but it is in i ible for 

both visible and invisible. It IS vlSlble lor oca co ' 
h i 1 ourts and judges Of cour e I al 

the local level formal legal officers such as t e oca c . 
. ffl rts to implement the federal a well a th 

level government institutions are exertmg eo . 
. . of early marriage. However, the communlt 

regional laws legislating agamst the practIce 
. h these formal institutional effort to pr ent th 

members are not willing to cooperate WIt 



hidden arrangements of early marriage. Instead th I . . . ' e ocal community memb r 
elders and rehgiOus leaders facilitate the hidd en arrangements of the practice. 

6. 2. Conclusion 

The ethnographic data revealed that parents in the studied peasant communitie 

Woreda are currently arranging ealry marriages for their daughters due to the ab m nli n d 

eoncomic, socio-cultural and other interrelated factors. The practice is taking place in a hidd n 

manner to escape from legal detections because early marriage arranging par nl and il 

facilitators are well aware of the illegality of the practice. The local community memb r. 31 

collaborate to hide the early marriage arrangements of other parents because th y al 

arrange their daughters ' marriage in the same way, which is the best option d ign d b th' 

members of the local community since the formal laws forbid the practice. 

Though most of the reviewed studies considered early marriage as a backward traditi nal and 

harmful practice as well as the regional and federal laws forbid it, community member f th . 

study area still have justifications for the prevailing hidden practice of earl marn a' > 

arrangements, particulary for girls. As a result, girls are getting into marriage at their earl a . 

with their parents ' practical reasons and explanations (see the Case Studies for the deta il . 

Initially the study selected two PAs as research sites in Fogera Woreda. These PAs were ele t d 
c h' . t' prehensively KuabI Mikael i 7 
lor several reasons in order to perform t e mvestIga IOn com . 
. . W d Z Mikael 34 far from the Wor clo 

kilometers away from the Woreda capItal, oreta, an eng 

capital. According to the study the proximity of Kuahr Mikael affects early marriage arran d 
. . f'fi f'fi' I and police officers keenJ b r th 

parents a lot, as Woreda women and Justice 0 Ice 0 ICIa s 
. . I I d by early marriage arranging parent \\ 'lh a 

SItuation. However, such inspection, defimte Y a tere . 
. . h S ch occasions are set In a \J a l 

complex technique while officials arrIved m t e area. U 
. . h tice of concerned bodies. Mor ver, th 

conduct early marriage of a gIrl wIthout t e no . 
. . the arrangement of early marriage that 

community members use deceptive technIqueS m . arria e hiddenlly becau e 111 pra It 

from time to time. Thus, parents arranged early mg . 
As a result, parents arrange earl mam 

presently unacceptable before the court of law. 



their daughters in the pretext of a certain fam·l d 
.. 1 Y an communal gathering occasion m arl 

marrIage arrangmg parents set the arrang . . . . ement to COIncIde with a particular aint de 
celebratIOn and others used to accomplish their h· dd . . 1 en mterest underneath a commem rati n f 

the death of a fanuly member. 

The other research site, Zeng Mikael is relatively farth h . er to t e Woreda capital Wor tao Thi 

created the gap that Woreda officials do not have h access to t e on-going of hidd n arl 

marriage arrangements. It is most likely for the P A officials t I k ft I . o 00 a er ear y mamage c nc rn 

of the area. This is often insufficient since most officials are· t d . 'h . In erconnecte Wit the c mmunl1 

through family lines which forces them to be reluctant over the practice of earl y marriag which 

is supposed to be exposed to the executive body. Such reluctance of PA officials due to marri age 

and blood relationship with the community members also exists in Kuahr Mikael. H we er it 

does not seem very intensive, as Woreda officials also intervene in terms of in peeting disgui d 

early marriage arrangements. 

Most previous reviewed findings put forward the fact that poverty intensively fuel earl y 

marriage in a community. They also present their justifications on how early marri age i g ared 

by the poverty level of parents. This study, however, views the deviation that fam ilie with a 

better economic background are mostly tempted for early marriage of their daughter . Fr m the 

economic point of view of the study findings in relation to early marriage, it is suppo edl y more 

frequent in its existence in Kuahr Mikael PA which is the wealthier PA of the two. Hence 

community members produce crops and even vegetables three times arlllually which are three 

fold of that of the production in Zeng Mikael. Thus most farmers in Kuahr Mikael po e 

relatively richer household which encourages them to organize early marriage for one or more of 

their daughters. As a result early marriage is observed to be fueled by a better economic tandard 

which is obviously viewed in Kuahr Mikael's case. 

hi h · disfavored by roost parents in Kuahr 
Formal education is also another phenomenon w c IS 

M
. . It . bit astonishing that parents ith a b t1 r 
Ikael because of their high economIc status. IS a 

. 1 d tion for poverty is normall the trap that 
Income discourage their children from forma e uca . . 
. h ts believe that the best thmg lhw hildren 

dIsallows children' s schooling. These wealt y par
en 
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can get is becoming a civil servant in the local c . ommumty. Thus, such jobs do n t ha ial 
dignity in the area and parents seem to be disinteg t d' h . ra e In t e commumty by their childr n uld 

not get better economic wellbeing through formal ed t' H " uca Ion. ere It IS clearly een that lh 1 i ~ 

standard and income of local farmers is far better th th f " , .. an at 0 educated CI II er am . 

Education in general is viewed from the point of view of th . . e Income generatmg mean in th 

future life of the children. Consequently families precer to h th' h'ld . , 11 ave elr c I ren mam d ilh a 

dependable in-law in order to consolidate their wealth opportunities. 

Moreover those married girls got the status of womanhood and adulthood while they g ( irth. 

And hence this finding in line with Goldscheider (2000) explanation that full f adulth d 

normally involves attaining stable adult work and family roles in which one is pr vid ing ~ r 

oneself and others, in some combination as a worker, partner, and parent. Childhood in c nlra t 

is normally associated with dependency on one's own parents. The transition to adulth d then 

comprises both the end of childhood and progress on the central responsible roles of adu lth d. 

Thus a child girl became an adult due to her responsibility and role in her in-laws househ Id. 

From the point of view of religious affiliations in relation to early marriage parent are enga d 

in covenant that pledges their daughters to a man to another family. Such verbal arrangement ar 

not at all breached by the two promising parents. Most parents believe violation of a covenant t 

give their daughter to a promising man as denial of their God in their spiritual li fe. Thu the 

would organize an early marriage to keep their pledges. Moreover, all disguise early marriage i 

1 
. . h 'd d all knowing and reverend by the 1 al 

a so approved of by rehgiOus fathers w 0 are conSl ere 
• .' Co h of the early marriages boo ting the 

commumty members. These rehgiOus 1at ers approve 

confidence of families that they are also being accepted by their God. Such recognition ha an 
. ale h cases to their worsrupping place . 

encouragement effect on people who aspire to t e suc 

. . d thr gh family line, marriage and religi n 
The fact that the community members mtertwme ou 

. e another. As a matter of fact, some a t li k 
paved a way to them in covenng of every secret on . . ' -

. . b iously needs the cooperatlon of c mmUnIt 

early marriage if exposed, are punishable. ThiS 0 v . 
, . to affect the situation. Ne erthele lhJ d n 

members for the executive body to act m order . b H . h' among the commumt mem er . \ 
often occur because of the close family relatiOnS Ip 
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such integration is deep-rooted that even the PA ffi . 1 . . 0 ICla S are also closely integrated with famili 
These cIrcumstances affect officials in a way that th d ey 0 not reveal the act of earl marria 

even though they find it out before hand Thus on . ,e can argue that these were direct re ult 

community members' familiarity and trust each other. 

It is a mere reality that a law has been enacted against earl '. b h . Y marnage, ut t e effect I n t en a 

such because of lack of cooperation from stakeholders and th t' . . e en Ire communIty member . Thl 

study strongly puts forward the argument that the existence of the law can not guarant c th 

"abolishment" of early marriage from the society. It is obvious that the law can impact pc pie at 

least to accomplish their proposed early marriages underneath several social occa i nand 

religious celebrations; but it is not sufficient to dry the cause from its spring. 

The study also found the gap between the legal standards and perception of parent in parti ular 

and community members in general about daughter marriageable age. The law determin th 

actual age of marriage as 18 and, however, community members consider the physi I gical 

appearance, daughters family well being and other elements to pull their fingers on a girl in 

regards to her marriage. This gap is widened by community members through their attempt in 

organizing early marriage in a disguised manner deceiving the executive body. 

Comprehensively the complications behind early marriage arrangements in the study area ar 

intermingled with one another making the law weakened and almost failing to control lh 

situation. As one of practices of a society, early marriage has been understood in relation t 

interlinked socio-cultural systems and integrations. Various reasons have been in due for parent , 

community members and CBOs while they arrange and collaborated with the hidden arrangement 

d ft 
h law to enforce the practice of earl 

of early marriage. It could be advantageouS to ra suc a 
. '11 b' 1 be ineffective if the executi e b d d e 

marriage cases in the community; but It WI 0 VlOUS Y 
H P

eration is demanded from the I cal 
not work hand in hand with community members. ere coo 

• Co I al means but that again does not guarant 
community in regards to early marnage cases lrom eg , . ts early marriage needs to be addre ed. Th 
the whole process. So the social values WhICh accep . d . a way complying with the communJt a tual 
researches and observations need to be con uct m 

. d' the act of early marriage. 
characteristics in terms of the belIefs surroun mg 
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6.3. Recommendations 

Governmental and other policy makers need to co . d h . . nSI er t e actual community setting with r 7ard 

to the parental reasons and JustIfications of early m' ~ " arnage lrom emlc pomt of view. 

Governmental and other organization and institutions ne d t'd . e 0 consl er the communlr a tual 

e m or er to a res the Ituatl n fr m characteristics, beliefs and attitudes towards early marrI'ag' d dd .. 

rven IOn an training e In . the ground which avoids cases of missing the point during inte t' d ' . . 

Such programs are supposed to address the proposed situations if they match with the a tual 

circumstances of the community members. 

Social values, community pressure, religious role, "educational level", income of hou eh Id and 

other specific parental related issues in regards of early marriage arrangements need eri u ' and 

in-depth intervention based on the emic point of view. 

Community gatekeepers (like CBOs, gender activists and PA officials) are required t blain 

sufficient training in order to narrow the gap between the legal implementation and ial 

values. This in tum can bring about a couple of advantages. One is that community member ill 

be able to resolve problems and legal clashes with their own, and the other is that there c uJd e 

better consensus between legal bodies and the local community members. 

The negative connotation terms practically used by policy makers, the executive b d 

institutions, organizations and researchers have an effect that widens the gap with the ciet . 

The community believes that such act of early marriage is acceptable and normal according t 
. d d'l' I harmful etc should be carefull 

theIr point of view. Thus, terms such as backwar , tra IlOna, ' . . , 
'd . tance of findings to the benefit f th 

watched from the emic point of view so as to avOl reSIS 

community members. 

. ment procedures of earl roarnag 
Therefore, to deal with the current hidden arrange . ' . 

Wi 
da in South Gonder AdmLOJ tratl e 

studied peasant communities of Fogerea ore . . ention measures need to be de elop d a 
Amhara National Regional State, specific mterv .. 

. ., of the rural peasant comrnUnitle . 
the socio-cultural values and economic reahtles 

In lh 
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Finally, the study suggests the need for further study on the changing and hidden arrangement r 
early marriage with particular emphasis on how to fill the gab between socio-cultural alue and 

economic realities of the rural peasant communities and the laws legislating again t the pra Ii 

in the Amhara National Regional State. 
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APPENDICES 

APPENDIX l: Primary Data Collection Guidelines 

Appendix lA: Key Informant Interview Guideline 

General Introduction: The purpose ofthis study is to gather information about th han In and 

hidden arrangements patterns of early marriage in your community, The in~ rmati n lain d 

from the interview will be used only for research purposes and it will be kept confidenlial. 

Date: _ _ _______ _ 

1. The Research Site and Personal Data 

Research Site 

2. 

o Woreda _______ _ 

o PA _________ _ 

Personal Data 

o Name _____ -----

o Age ____ ------

o Sex ____ -------

o Marital Status_------

o Occupation._-------

o Educational Level __ ----

o Responsibility or Social Roles:_--------

Background Information 

o How long you lived in this Woreda or PA? " C I C' Number 
rty? If yes (Probe: land (m size), att e m 

o Do you own any prope ' 
'fy ~ type), if any please specl M. _ _ f) 

- --o How many children do you have? (Probe: 
household members? 

o What is the total number of your 
WoredalPA? 

o What do you know about your 
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3. The Nature of Early Marriage 

o How do you explain and understand about th . e nature of early mamag arran m nt In 
your community? 

(Probe: - both the historical and current patt fl ' . ern 0 ear y mam age arran gem nl -Th urr nt 

hIdden feature of early marriage arrangement) 

o Have you observed early marriage arrangement? What I. : d f h . . . IUn s 0 mec ani m d par n u 
in arranging the marriage? 

o What do you say about the current prevalence rate of earl y marriage mpared t the 

previous years? (Probe: before 20 and 10 years) 

4. Major Reasons for Early Marriage Arrangements 

• I .. /1-) 
e;\{v~ \ .. 

o What are the major reasons for early marriage? 

o Could you explain the major reasons for early marriage arrangem nl ? (Pr be: 

Both the historical and the current reasons). 

o What type of mechanisms do the parents use while they arrange earl y marr iag In 

a hidden manner? And why? 

5. The Role of CBOs and Other Institutions in Promoting and Preventing Early Marriage 

Arrangements 

o What type of CBOs and other institutions are available in your locality? What are their 

general and specific roles? What roles they play in early marriage arrangement ? (Probe: 

Preventing or Promoting) 

o What do you explain about the role of CBOs and other insti tutions in r gard t earl 

marriage? 
o Do you have any other formal and! or informal mechanisms of earl marnage 

arrangement? (Probe: in promoting and preventing) 

o What types of intervention activities take place to alleviate early marri age? Are there 

policies, strategies, regulations legislating against early marriage? 

~ Do you have any additional idea or opinion about the issue at hand? 
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Appendix IB: In-Depth Interview Guideline 

Designed for early married girls and 
women (this interview will be admini 'tered to capture 

extended case studies with Early Mar . d G rIe rand parents, Parents and hildren) 
Date: -----------------
1. The Research Site and Personal Data 

1.1. Research Site -------
1.2. Personal Data 

.:. Name --------

.:. Age (do you know your birthday?) 

.:. Marital Status (Probe' 1 st marriage 2nd marrl'age 3rd . ) . , , marrIage e.t.c 

.:. Age at First Marriage -----

.:. Educational Level ------

2. Background Information 

.:. How long have you lived in this community? What do you know about the community 

.:. Do you own any property? If yes, (Probe: land (in size), Cattle (i n Number) hu e (in 

type), if any please specify ) 

.:. How was your marriage arranged? (Probe: through your parents or by your choice) 

.:. Do you have children? (If yes, Probe: Number of children F M) 

.:. What is the total number of your family size? 

3. The Nature of Early Marriage 

.:. Would you please explain the marriage arrangement process in your community? (probe: 

both the historical and the current pattern. The changing and hidden feature of earl 

marriage arrangement) . 

• :. In what manner did your marriage arrangement take place? 

.:. How do you describe the current marriage arrangement process? 

.:. What do you think about the appropriate age of marriage? (probe: for boys/girl : wh ) 

.:. How do you describe the prevalence rate of early marriage in your localit ? Pr b : 

decreasing (how?) increasing (why?)). 
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4. Major Reasons for Early Marriage Arrangements 

.:. What do you think about the root causes of early marriage? 

.:. Why do parents arrange early marriage for their daughter in your I calit ? H 

.:. What are the major changes in early marriage arrangement in your locality 

both the nature and pattern) 

.:. Are you (For the parents and grand parents) aware of the harmful c n quen e f 

early marriage, if yes, why did you arrange it? 

~ 1 - ~ ,I ') 
~ . 

5. The Role of CBOs and Other Institutions in Promoting and Preventing Early Marriage 

Arrangements 

.:. What is the promoting role of CBOs (Idhr, Equb, Maber, Tsige, e,/, ,) and ther 

institutions in your community in relation to early marriage arrangemen ? 

.:. What is the preventing role of CBOs (Idhr, Equb, Maber, Tsige, e./.c.) and ther 

institutions in your community in relation to early marriage arrangement ? 

.:. Does any organization or institution try to stop your (early married girl) marriage? 

~ Do you have any additional opinion or idea about early marriage? 
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Appendix 1 C: FGD Guideline for ElM . . ar yarned Girls 
Date: -----------------
1. Research Site -------
2. Background Information --------
~ Age Group -------
4. Age at First Marriage (Probe: Number of marriage l SI 2nd, rd ... ) 
4 Educational Level 

-----------------
4 Number of Children (if any, Number M F) 

- -- ---

3. The Nature of Early Marriage 

4 Would you please explain the marriage arrangement proce in your community/ I alit 

(Probe: Both the previous and the current arrangements) 

4. How do you describe the prevalence of early marriage? (Probe: 

decreasing) 

4 In what manner did your parents arrange your marriage? 

4 Please describe your life before and after marriage? 

4. Major Reasons for Early Marriage Arrangements 

it increasing r 

4 What are the major reasons for early marriage arrangement in your community? 

4 Why did your parents arrange early marriage for you? 

4. In what manner do your parents arrange your marriage? 

4. For what reasons did your parents arrange early marriage for you? 

5. The Role of eBOs and other Institutions in Promoting and Preventing Early Marriage 

Arrangements 

4. Does any organization or institution try to stop your marriage? 

4 Would you please explain the role of different institutions and CBOs in your marriage? 

(Probe: the role of edir, maher, tsige, e.t.c. in your marriage) 

~ Do you have an additional point or opinion about the issue at hand? 
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Appendix ID: FGD Guideline fo k ' 
community I d r ey mformants (religious leaders 

ea ers and knowledgeabl ' /' 'd parents ... e.t.c.) . e lnl.lVI uals, womell alld 

1. T1h
1
e ResRearch Site ~nd FGD Participants' Personal Data 

• • esearch S,te 
1.2. FGD Particip:-:::a-::n:-ts--;P;;-e-rs-o-n-a-=-l D-=-at-a---

v' Group Number 
v' Age Category -------- - -

v' Occupation 
v' Sex --------

v' Edu~ational Level (Probe: religious education B specify) , asic education if any plea e 

v' Role in the community 
2. Background Information ------- - ----

v' Could you pl,ease .tell me about social values and norms related to marriage and! 
or early marnage m your community/ locali ty? 

v' Is there any change about early marriage arrangement process or pattern? 

3. The Nature of Early Marriage 
v' How d~ you see the current prevalence of early marriage arrangement c mpared 

to your generatlOn? (Probe: including its nature ad prevalence) 

4. Major Reasons for Early Marriage Arrangements 
v' How do you describe the major reasons for early marriage?(probe: b th the 

previous and the current patterns) 
v' Could you please explain the major reasons fo r early marriage arrangement in the 

previous and present times? 
v' Are the parents or community members aware of the harmful consequence f early 

marriage? If so, why did they arrange early marriage for their daughters? 
v' What do you think about the major factors that paved a way to arrange early 

marriage in a hidden manner? (Probe: cultural, religious, personal and other reason 

) 
5. The Role of Community Based Organizations (eBOs) and other Institutions in 

Promoting and Preventing Early Marriage Arrangements 
v' What is the role of CBOs and other institutions in relation to early marriage 

arrangement? ( Probe: the previous and the current role) .. .? 
v' Would you please explain the promoting roles of CBOs and other ~nstl.tut1.ons? 
v' Would you please explain the preventing roles of CBO~ and other mstltutlOns. 
v' Do you have any additional point or opinion about the Issue at hand? 
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Appendix 2: Summary f P . 
o nmary Data Collection Sources 

Instruments 

• Key Infonnant 
interview with 
officials 

• Key Infonnant 
interview with 
health officers 

• Key Infonnant 
interview with 
different institution 
heads and! members 
of the community 

• Key Infonnant 
interview with 
female students 
advisory committee 
heads/representative 
s 

• In-depth interview 
(case studies of) 
with early married 
girls and women 

• Six FGD' s with 
parents and early 
married girls/ 
women 

• Four FGD's with 
council of elders 
and/ knowledgeable 
individuals 

Participants 

I. Woreda officials 
o Woreda women affairs officer( I) 
o Woreda police officer( I) 
o Women and children right protecti n head(l) 
o Judge and/ attorney of the Woreda ourt(2) 
o Any other relevant key in formant( I) 

2. PA officials (leader) 
o Kebele leaders (2 in fo rmant I fr m ea h 

PA) 
o Any relevant key in formant(2 in formant I 

from each P A) 

I.Any relevant key informant from Woreda hea lth 
institution( 1 ) 

2. Any relevant key info rmant from PA health 
posts(2) 

o Religious leaders(2) 
o CBO leaders and/ member (6 

informants from each PA) 
o Council of elders(2) 
o Any other relevant key in formant(2) 

o Two female students advisory committee 
heads or representatives from the two primary 
schools 

o Grand Parents(6, 3 from each PA) 
o Parents(6, 3 from each PA) 
o Daughters/ early marries girls(8, 4 from each 

PA) 
o 2 FGD's with Six female household heads ( I 

FGDs from each PA) 
o 2 FGD's with Six male household heads( 1 

FGDs from each PA) 
o 2 FGD's with Six early married girls( 1 FGDs 

from each PA) 

o 2 FGD's with Six council of elders, 3 from each 

PA , d' 'd I o 2 FGD's with six knowledgeable In I I ua , 

from each PA 
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Appendix 3: Profiles of Primary Data Sources 
Appendix 3A: Profiles of Key Informant Interview Participants 

NO Name Sex ~ge Description 
1 Abraraw Bilew M 36 Administrator of Kuahr Mikael Peasant Association 
2 Addis Gashaw M 49 One of the member of Mikael Mahber in Kuahr Mikael 

PA 
3 Aderajew Workineh M 79 Council of elder and knowledgeable individual in Zen 

Mikael PA 
4 Asnag Worku F 67 One of the members of Maryam Mahber in Kuahr Mikael 

PA 
5 Ayainesh Balew F 49 One of the members of Maryam Mahber in ZcnS M ikael 

PA 
6 Ayichesh Megersssa F 38 Deputy head of Fogera Woreda Women 's Affairs Offi ce 
7 Baze Fenta M 72 Religious father in Kuahr Mikael d!lbar (chur h) Pea ant 

Association 
8 Belaynew Asmamaw M 29 Administrator of Zeng Mikael Peasant Association 
9 Dagnachew Kinde M 66 Council of elder and knowledgeable individual in K uahr 

Mikael PA 
10 Degu Sisay M 89 Knowledgeable individual in Kuahr Mikael Pea ant 

Association 
II Dejene Amare M 42 Fogera Woreda police officer 
12 Desta Mersha M 54 A person in charge for one of the iddir ' Kuahr Mikael 

PA 
13 Enatihun Abera F 54 One of the members of Maryam Mahber in Zeng Mikael 

PA 
14 Endalew Asmamaw M 27 Fogera Woreda women and children rights protecti n 

head 

15 Ermias Birhan M 29 Attorney in the Fogera Woreda court 

16 Enunu Tasew F 21 Health extension worker in Kuahr Mikael Peasant 
Association 

17 Getnet Melese M 41 Head of Fogera Woreda Justice Office 

18 LidyaBaye F 27 Head of Woreda health institution 

19 Likealem Asmare F 40 Gender Activist in Kuahr M ikael Peasant Association 

20 Masresha Bayileygn M 74 One of the members ofMikael Mahber in Zeng Mikael 

PA 

21 Ngussie Assefa M 43 Fogera Woreda Agricultural and Rural Development 
Office Cereal crops production officer . 

22 Qegne Biset M 67 A person in charge for one of the iddir' s Zeng Mlkael PA 

23 Tadesse Moges M 65 Religious father in Zeng Mikael dabar (church) Peasant 

Association . 

24 Tadfalech Werqineh F 25 Health extension worker in Zeng Mlkael Pea ant 

Association . 

25 Tekalign Molla M 72 Knowledgeable individual in Kuahr Mlkael Peasant 

Association . . 

F 34 Gender Activist in Zeng M ikael Peasant Association 
26 Tiruye Teka Head of Fogera Woreda Agricultural and Rural 
27 Worku Mulat M 37 

Development Office 
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A d' .ppen IX 3B: Profiles of Case Study participants 
Age at first 

No Name Age marriage Age Promised to 

marriage 
1 Ajebush Dessalegn 12 12 10 
2 Alemitu Zewdu 16 14 7 
3 Alemniesh Zeweld 13 13 At her birth 

4 Ayalnesh Balew 42 17 17 
5 Birqe Abebaw 87 16 13 

6 Dasash Yalelet 29 12 At her birth 

7 Etagen Dessalegn 14 14 II 

8 Feleku Bitew 18 11 6 

9 Fetfite Birega 68 9 4 

10 Mare Destaw 10 10 10 

11 Mareshet Getaw 52 16 16 

12 Minalu Melese 74 13 At her birth 

13 Minalush Kassa 13 13 4 

14 Minalush Shega 39 12 8 

15 Shewaye Gebrye 16 16 14 

16 Sinafikish Belete 14 10 5 112 

17 Tadelech Wuletaw 8 8 At her birth 

18 Tenaye Melak 14 14 6 

19 Tirumar Asmamaw 56 15 10 

20 Yemiwedish Teka 15 15 5 
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A d" 3C P lppen IX . 
rofiles of Focus Group Discussion Participants . 

No Name Sex Age Description 

1 Abebaw Belay M 92 Knowledgeable indi vidual in Zeng Mikael PA 
2 Abraraw Gezaw M 58 Council of Elder in Kuahr Mikael PA 
3 Alamne Gebeyaw F 42 Household Head in Kuahr Mikael Peasant A iati n 
4 Alebel Tasew M 54 Household Head in Kuahr Mikael Pea nt A iati n 
5 Alechign Taye F 16 Early Married Girl in Zeng Mikael PA 

6 Ashagre Kibeb M 64 Council of Elder in Zeng Mikael PA 

7 Ashebir Damte M 75 Household Head in Kuahr Mikael Pea ant A iati n 

8 Asmamaw Gobeze M 81 Council of Elder in Zeng Mikael PA 

9 Azalech Derese F 14 Early Married Girl in Kuahr Mikael PA 

10 Baynes Gelaye M 76 Knowledgeable individual in Zeng Mikael PA 

11 Bizuye kassa F 40 Household Head in Kuahr Mikael PA 

12 Chernet Akalu M 87 Knowledgeable individual in Kuahr Mikael PA 

13 Dessalegn Meshesha M 40 Household Head in Zeng Mikael PA 

14 Desta Mersha M 65 Council of Elder in Kuahr Mikael PA 

15 Enatalem Gebyaw F 16 Early Married Girl in Kuahr Mikael PA 

16 Enunu Asmare F 11 Early Married Girl in Zeng Mikael PA 

17 Fenta Destaye F 26 Household Head Kuahr Mikael PA 

18 Firew Biyarge M 56 Council of Elder in Kuahr Mikael PA 

19 Gezahegn Admasu M 63 Household Head in Kuahr M ikael Peasant A ociati n 

20 Gizachew Baze M 79 Knowledgeable individual in Kuahr Mikael PA 

21 Kebebush Biyarge F 65 Household Head in Zeng Mikael PA 

22 Tirumar Teka F 54 Household Head in Zeng Mikael PA 

23 Mare Destaw F 10 Early Married Girl in Kuahr Mikael PA 

24 Minalush Lewl F 13 Early Married Girl in Zeng Mikael PA 

25 Tesfaye Yihun M 74 Knowledgeable individual in Zeng Mikael PA 

M 65 Household Head in Zeng Mikael Pea ant A ciati n 
26 Wuletaw Yilma 

27 Worke Meqoya M 55 Council of Elder in Zeng Mikael PA 

28 Yalew Belachew M 89 Knowledgeable individual in Kuahr Mikael PA 

65 Household Head in Zeng M ikael Pea ant A iati 11 

29 Yemiwedish Kasaw F 

64 Household Head in Kuahr Mika I Pea ant iati n 

30 Zeweld Worke M 
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