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Abstract 

Development journalism is a philosophy adopted by the state media in Ethiopia on a ground that 

this philosophy would enable the media support development endeavors of the country. 

Proponents of development journalism believe that it would playa vital role in fighting povel1y 

and invigorating the endeavors of social transformation. Addis Zemen newspaper, Eth iopia's 

most aged daily is following this philosophy line. 

Documents that reflect the stance of the goverrunent and the editorial policy of the Ethiopian 

Press Agency alike stipulate the need to adhere to established professional and ethical principles 

in the undertaking of development journali sm. In reporting development issues, the media are 

expected to be critical, investigative, analytical and interpretive to promote development. 

Development wouldn't be measured only in material, statistical and econometric terms it should 

also consider human needs, empowerment, participation and self-reliance. 

The present study, which touched up on relevant li terature and deployed qualitative methods 

such as in-depth interviews, tocus group discussions, reviewing of documents and persunal 

observations revealed that development reporting in Addis Zemen is commonly goverrunent 

centered, uncritical and excessively soft option oriented. The major challenges in covering 

development issues, according to the findings of this study, boil down to various factors which 

include limitations of individual journalists, inconvenience of institutional atmosphere as well 

bureaucratic difficulties in accessing information. Key impeding factors · as journali sts are 

concerned include but not limited to lack of commitment, inadequate training, self-censorship 

and adherence to the legacy of safe reporting. Institutiona l factors are inattention for rural and 

grassroots coverage, inability to ensure editorial independence, poor planning, lack of faci lities 

and incentives. 
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Organization of the study 

Chapter one of this study attempts to introduce the line lip of customary procedures which 

include study background, statement of the problem and other justifications expected in the 

framing of the research. 

Chapter two discusses review of literature. Chapter three describes method employed and 

theoretical framework in determining informants, collecting, transcribing, organizing and 

interpreting data obtained. Chapter fo ur of the study deals with data presentation and 

interpretation. Chapter five looks back to discllssions and analysis made in the previolls chapters 

and presents summary of the research as well as its findings. 
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CHAPTER ONE 

Introduction 

1.1 Background of the study 

Some scholars view development journalism as advocacy or propaganda journalism 

mani pulated by the governments because they believe journali sts mostly depend on 

government handouts (Muniruddin, 2005 : 218). 

Ogan (1980:3) explains that there is huge fear and SuspICIOn concernlllg the motives 

involved in the use of development journalism and that the discussion of the topic often 

disintegrates into an exchange of inflammatory rhetoric. 

However, there are counter arguments that development journalism should not be taken for 

granted as government tool that pours down information from above to the public. According 

to this view development journalism is a new form of reporting that critically examines, 

evaluates and reports the relevance of development projects to national and local needs, the 

difference between a planned scheme and its actual implementation, and the difference 

between its impact on people as claimed by government officials and as it actually is. 

(Aggarwala cited in Ogan, 1980: 6) 

Sharma (2005) sates that roughly a development reporter has three tasks to perform-inform, 

interpret and promote. If properly executed, a development reporter ' s job is more exacting 

than that of mere news reporters, according to this scholar. A development reporter must be 

associated with a noble motive of supporting, crusading or promoting a cause. A sincere 

deve lopment writer's role in the overall progress of a country is so vital. A development 

journalist wi ll have to develop a six sense to smell the rot before it envelops him. A 

development journali st avo ids a mouthpiece writing at any cost and is honest to highlight the 

achievement and laurels won by the people executing schemes. (Sharma, 2005: 119) 

As development is at the center of the incumbent 's agenda, the Ethiopian state media are 

grossly considered to be development promoters. Despite the arguments and counter 
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arguments around development journalism, the Ethiopian government believes that pursuing 

development journalism would support nation's development endeavors if implemented 

effecti vely. Some documents produced by the government (the ruling party) declare that 

public media should do development reporting as per the establi shed principles of the genre. 

One of such documents is a public media practitioners' training manual which was published 

in April 2008, loosely translated (IPl, 2009) "Our Media 's Developmental and Democratic 

Working Philosophy: Basis and Directions". The manual plainly prescribes (P. 32) that the 

philosophy of the state media should be development journalism so that they would be able to 

support development endeavors of the government. 

The document spells out that the public media that would sufficiently create consensus on 

national policies and strategies and support the public needs for change had not been in place. 

It states that as a result of lack of definite working philosophy that can support the process of 

national transformation the media was in a state of crisis. The document further argues that 

contents of public media sometimes contradicted with the democratic and developmental 

progress and it underlines the need for formulating a working philosophy for the media that it 

labels "engulfed in various problems". (Ibid: 4) 

1.2 Statement of the problem 

In line with the philosophy of development journalism, which is being promoted by the 

government of Ethiopia, all state owned news media are supposed to playa significant role 

in the efforts being exerted to transform the country. Addis Zemen is no exception. Addis 

Zemen, Ethiopia' s most aged newspaper has been serving the nation for nearly 70 years, both 

as a weekly tabloid in the early days of its formation and later after it grew to a daily 

broadsheet. However, it didn't have codified philosophical guideline to direct its journalistic 

performance both in the monarchy and the Derge periods. Development journal ism is now 

clearly specified in the editorial policy of the Ethiopian Press Agency, publisher of Addis 

Zemen as a mainstream. 

However, development journalism which the Ethiopian state media, in general and Addis 

Zemen in particular, claim to undertake is not about reporting government handouts and 

ampl ify ing top down information flow beyond limits. As mentioned earlier, it is rather a new 

form of reporting that critically examines, evaluates and reports the relevance of 

development. 
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The present study explores how Addis Zemen reports development issues in light of these 

rationales and the principles refl ected in the editorial policy of the Ethiopian Press Agency as 

well as other goverrunental guidelines such as the document di scussed in the preceding 

section. 

1.3 General objective of the study 

This study intends to examine how development reporting is practiced in Addis Zemen in 

light of the claims of contemporary development journali sm theories and the role media 

should play in development 

1.4 Specific objectives 

Specific objectives of this study are: to 

a. Explore how deve lopment reporting is practiced in Addis Zemen 

b. Find out the level of efforts exerted by individual journali sts 111 Addi s Zemen 111 

reporting development 

c. Examine factors that limit Addis Zemen journalists in doing development reporting 

1.5 Significance of the study 

To date, no serious research has been conducted to examine how development reporting 

is being undertaken in Addis Zemen newspaper. Abdi Ali (200 I) attempted to survey Addis 

Zemen's 60 years developmental issues coverage. However, it is only a bird eye view 

survey. The current research will examine the scenario of development reporting through 

qualitative approach and reveal the gaps in Addis Zemen newsroom in development 

reporting. State owned media practitioners who are expected to perform development 

journalism and the goverrunent as a promoter of the philosophy of developmental journalism 

would be the first beneficiaries of this study. It will also benefit researchers who wish to 

study the Ethiopian public media si tuation in terms of development repOlting. Moreover, it 

wi ll be an add-up to the domain of knowledge in development reporting. 
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1.6 Method 

The approach used in this research is entirely a qualitati ve one. In-depth interview is the 

major data co llection method deployed. Focus group discussion was also used as a second 

option. For the in-depth interviews key informants (reporters, editors and newsroom 

coordinators of Addis Zemen) have been approached. The aim of the focus group discussion 

was to cross check information obtained through individual interviews with collective 

reflections. Infonnal conversations and personal observations have also been exploited. 

1.7 Scope of the study 

This study will focus only on Addis Zemen. It doesn't include private papers because private 

papers are not governed by the philosophy and editorial policy set for state owned media, 

even though they may do development reporting. Other federal state owned papers are not 

al so treated here. There are adequate reasons to exclude other state owned newspapers. The 

Ethiopian Herald, which is almost on equal footing with Addis Zemen is headed by this 

researcher and that would put him in conflict of interest while making judgments of any 

sort. Moreover, the editorial policy of the Ethiopian Press Agency stipulates that Herald and 

Al-alem are image bui lders than development reporters, though practically the policy 

statements are not mutually exclusive. It is only the intensity of content selection that 

differentiates Addis Zemen and the Ethiopian Herald. Barissa the Oromo weekly is not 

also as dominant as Addis Zemen in amount of content it carries, distribution and target 

audience. 

1.8 Operational definition of terms 

There are some familiar terms interchangeably used in the discussions about development 

journalism. These are term's like development communication, developmental journalism and 

development journalism. However, there are conceptual lines to be drawn in the use of these 

terms, though they appear fairly similar. David O. Edeani (1993) makes conceptual 

distinctions among these terms. 

Development communication-a broader and relatively older term which denotes the 

employment of all forms of communication and not only the mass media in promotion of 

national development effol1s. 
4 



Developmental journalism- a derivation of development conu11lll1ication described by some 

communication scholars as a government contro lled form of conununication. 

Development journalism-the kin of journalism which pays susta ined attention to the 

coverage of ideas, polices, programs, activities and events dealing with the improvement of 

the life of people. The concept adopted tlu'ough out thi s study assumes evaluation, 

interpretation, analyses and commentaries while presenting development contents in media 

coverage 

, Development journalism ' may be interchangeably used with 'development reporting' 

notwithstanding the fact that debates over terms could inevitably surface as that is 

phenomenonal in academic exercises. 
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CHAPTER TWO 

Review of Literature 

In order to build the study on well recognized theoretica l basis this chapter is devoted to 

presenting the highlights of some scholarly perspectives on development and development 

reporting. It starts with the concept of development and extends the di scussion to the role of 

media in development and other essential debates in development reporting 

2.1 Development defined 

" Development is a widely participatory process of social change in a society, intended to 

bring about both social and economic advancement, including greater equa lity, freedom, and 

other valued qualities, for the majority of the people tIu'ough their gaining control over their 

environment" (Rogers & Shukla, 2001 : 1) 

Deve lopment is a planned, organized, future·oriented, ecologically sOLind dynamic and 

sustainable process aimed at actual izing the human potentia l and the material capacities of society 

effici ently so that people wi ll be able to achieve high standard of quality of life, have contro l over 

themselves, over their destiny and over their social, pol itical and material environment (Kazan 

cited by Zekarias in Economic Foclls Vol.9 No.1 , 2005: 12) 

Amatiya Sen di scusses development from the economic and social point of view noting that 

it is a difficult concept to determine even by established measures of economics for the 

measures sometimes leave out elements that wouldn't fall in the domain of the measures, and 

yet, could contribute to the improvement ofl ife standards. 

" The concept of development is by no means unproblematic . The different problems 

underlying the concept have become clearer over the years on the basis of conceptual 

discussions as well as from insights emerging from empirical work." (Sen, in Chenery and 

Srinivasan (ed), 1988 :23) 

He further argues that as long as many of the debates around the concept relate to matters of 

life and death, well -being and ill ness, happiness and misery, freedom and vulnerability, the 

underlying objectives are perspicacious enough to command broad agreement. (Ibid: 23) 

Though it is a loaded concept subject to various interpretations, development is often times 

paralleled with access to facilities, income growth and employment rate . It may be al so 
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justified by the presence or absence of sufficient social, psychological and spiritual well­

being instead of material values. Therefore, even the established measures and variables 

sometimes fail to exactly define what development means to all of us. That is why some 

identity it with quantitative growth (gross national product) while some calculate it in terms 

of expanding the supply of food , clothing, housing, medical services, educational facilities 

etc. and transformation of infrastructures. 

And yet, some scholars push the concept beyond such material facilities and teclmological 

advancement. They try to include institutional capacities in a given society to refer to 

development. 

Apart from technological progress and economic growth, development of a society also 

includes advanced democratic institutions by replacing pre-modern and feudal setups. It can 

only be done by making the poor, the marginalized sections of the society participate in the 

decision making processes. Development includes the values of human dignity, equality, 

social justice and security. Any development that doses not bring these values in its orbit; that 

doesn't provide all people equal opportunities is invalid. (hnp:l/www.collcllrrellt.org accessed 

on 6/2110) 

2.2The three paradigms of development 

Before proceeding to di scuss about development journalism it is necessary to look into some 

development theories that not only dominated intellectual and political thoughts in the second 

half of 20'h century but also paved the way for development journali sm to emerge as one of 

the normative media theories (MacQuail , 1984). These development theories are commonly 

known as modernization, dependency and another/multiplicity paradigms. 

2.2.1 Modernization paradigm 

The years after World War II witnessed the emancipation of most of the Third World 

countries from colonization. Economic growth that resembled the Western model was 

prioritized. The model was to be manifested through adopting a capitalist economic system, 

bu ilding up formal economic structure and acquiring technologies from the West. 

These enormous post World War II soc ial , culhtral and economic consequences were highly 

supported by the modernization parad igm, one of the most powerful of development theories. 

This theory is based on liberal politica l theory and is, therefore, grounded in the proj ect of 
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"Enlightenment" viz. reasoning, rationality, objectivity and other philosophical principles of 

Western science (Melkote & Steeves, 2001 : 271). 

Development, therefore, invo lved not simply the transfer of technology but also 

conununication of ideas and skills to reali ze the successful adoption of innovations. (Ibid: 

265) 

Servaes (2002:269-71) summarIzes the three development theories by pointing out their 

fundamental premises and differences. He describes the modernization paradigm as a view 

that understands development as inevitable and inherent process in every single society. It 

understands development as primarily uni-linear process from the developed 'source' to the 

underdeveloped receiver. It believes that progress is attained through discernible, 

predetermined stages. It is a theory based on assessments made by industrial economic 

criteria. 

Development of this genre implies structural diffe rentiation and functional specialization­

capital centered modes of production. In a word, development is the state of being or 

becoming 'westerni zed.' 

"The model is characterized by three mechanisms for ' modernizing' the ' traditional society': 

psycho-sociological, institutional and technological. The ' psycho-sociological' mechanism 

entail s the capacity to see oneself in the other fellow's situation, which is an indispensable 

skill for people moving out of traditional settings." (Banda, 2006:2) 

2.2.2 Dependency paradigm 

This is a view originated in reaction to the modernization paradigm. Its base is chiefly in 

Latin America and the most basic reason for its emergence was that the fo rmer did not work 

because there was no adequate preexisting base of expe11ise or infrastructure in the Third 

World countries to adopt and cope with Western capital and technology transfer. 

According to dependency paradigm underdevelopment, being rather than a stage on the road 

to development, is the two sides of the same coin: an underdeveloped Periphery (third world) 

is prerequisite for the existence of the developed Center (fir st world) . Due to the fact that the 

Periphery is deprived of its surplus, development in the Center implies underdevelopment in 

the Periphery. Thus, thi s view ana lyzes the process of development in terms of relations 

between regions- central and peripheral. (Servaes, 2002 :27 1) 
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It asserts that the causes of underdevelopment are external to the underdeveloped nations. 

Since it is a result of global economic structures, therefore, the cure could be in the nation 

itse lf, chiefly through economic and cultural dissociation from world markets and through 

self- reliance. (Melekote & Steeves, 200 1:1 70) 

The dependency paradigm, both in theory and policy, focused almost exclusively on analysis 

at the international level; by passed analogous relations of exploitation and inequality intra­

nationally, serving to enhance the positions of the many Third World bourgeoisie 

handsomely, as well as failing to prescribe any concrete solution. 

Both the modernization and dependency paradigms employ overwhelmingly economic, 

technological framework of analysis, ignoring cultural, aesthetic, and environmental or other 

more holistic considerations. (Ibid) 

2.2.3 Multiplicity (another development) paradigm 

Nations in one way or another are dependent on each other. Consequently, internal as well as 

external factors inevitably influence the development process. Development has to be studied 

in a global context, in which Center and Periphery, as we ll as their interrelated subdivisions, 

have to be taken into consideration. (Servaes, 2002: 271) 

In Multiplicity Paradigm more attention is paid to the content of development, which implies 

a more normative approach. This paradigm questions whether 'developed' countries are in 

fact developed and whether this geme of progress is sustainable or desirable. It favors a 

multiplicity of approaches on the context, the basic, felt needs, and the empowerment of the 

most oppressed sectors of various societies at different levels. A main thesis, here, is that 

change must be structural and occur at multiple levels in order to achieve these ends. There is 

no universal model fo r development. Each society must develop its own development 

strategy. (Ibid) 
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2.3 Media in development-Information diffusion vs. Balanced Information 

2.3.1 Information diffusion 

With the political , social and economic realities that followed World War II, the 

modernization school of thought wanted to urge the world to replicate in the developing 

countries development patterns that had taken place in the Western societies. Towards that 

end, the dominant paradigm saw mass communication as a powerful and direct force in 

diffusing information and ilUlOvations abo ut development issues to the masses. 

Communication scholars thought growth of the mass media was essential because 

communication which was linear and one way model would reach the wider audience. The 

indicators of national development, such as per capita income, literacy, urbanization and 

industrialization were also correlated with indicators of a we ll developed media 

infrastructure. UNESCO also held similar position when its study suggested a minimum 

standard for mass media availability in the Third World: ten copies of daily newspapers, fi ve 

radio receivers, two television receivers, and two cinema seats for every 100 of its 

inhabitants. (Muniruddin, 2005: 216) 

Therefore, communication scholars following the Dominant Paradigm in the 1950s 

constructed a top-down approach to deve lopment and communication as a one-way flow of 

information. (Banjade, 200 1:3) 

Mass media was supposed to create awareness of, and interest in, the innovations espoused 

by change agents. It is clear that this mechanism was infl uenced to a large extent by the two­

step flow model of media influence, with the notion of 'opinion leaders' play ing a key role in 

bringing about modernizing practices among their fellow citizens. Moreover, the diffusion 

approach also looked to the mass media as an 'institutional' nexus of modernizing practices 

and institutions in society, functioning as 'watchdogs' and ' teachers' fo r change and 

'modernization '. This approach fu rther held that traditional societies would have to go 

through a five-stage model of transition from a traditional economy to a modern industrial 

complex: the trad itional soc iety, preconditions for take- off, take-off, drive to maturi ty, and 

the age of high mass consumption (Banda, 2006: 2). 

However, the dominant paradigm of development was critiqued fo r the Third World 

countries felt they didn't derive any benefit from imitating the western economic 
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d(}velopment model. Thus, communication models and media utili zation approaches that 

complemented the dominant paradigm faced serious criticism. 

2.3.2 Balanced information 

The Third World countries couldn't readily take on the Western model, indeed, mainly for 

problems in these countries were quite multifaceted and extensive. They included 

traditionali sm, widespread poverty, illiteracy, growing population, lack of adequate 

institutional mechanisms to pass on the fruits of economic growth to the general population, 

especially to the disadvantaged groups. Added to these problems, red-tapism, inefficiency 

and corruption acted as contributing factors. 

On top of these, industrialization in the Third World countries caused other problems such as 

reduction of labor, increased unemployment and large scale migration from villages to cities . 

These social changes occurred in the Third World countri es where they were unprepared to 

face the consequences. The failure of the model paved the way for evolvement of a new 

development paradigm and cOlmm mication approach. (Muniruddin 2005: 216) 

Consequently, approaches designed in communication theories along side the influence of 

dominant paradigm had to be revisited £i'om a different dimension. Scholars of the 

dependency paradigm in 1960s pointed out a need for developing countries to separate 

themselves from Western countries in order to attain an advanced level of development. They 

turned to be busy with the promotion of a balanced flow of information in and out of 

developing countries and articulated the New World Information and Communication Order 

(NWICO). (Banjade, 2001:4) 

Despite its critici sm aga inst the strategy of the modernization school as to how media should 

be used to support development, the dependency paradigm did not, in fact, undermine the 

role of media for development. The departure was on the balance of information flow and the 

creation of self- reliant media system instead of relying on Western media outlets to support 

development. 

The participatory school (alternati ve paradigm), which rejects the two extremes (imitation 

and di ssociation) also recognizes the importance of media for national development. But it 

diffe rs from the two schools on the strategy to be deployed. It advocates a two way 

communication tlu'ough creating a media landscape that could relate to the grassroots specific 

reali ti es and needs. Scholars of the alternative paradigm, in fact, reject the top-down, one-
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way and centralized approach and would like to focus on two-way, interacti ve and 

participatory communication (Ibid). 

It was against such contentious backdrop that development journalism came into the realm of 

mass media debate particularly advanced by the desire of developing nations to deviate from 

the Western free press ideology, which they felt hegemonic and ill-disposed towards them. 

2.4 Development Journalism 

2.4.1. Diverse definitions 

Like development itself, development journalism/repolting is not free of conceptual and 

pragmatic problems. "One factor which complicates any di scussion of development 

journalism is the wide range of alternative interpretations of it, resulting in part from 

variations in understandings of development and from differing socio-pol itical situations" 

(Romano 1998: 66). 

Development journalism/reporting had different definitions in different contexts. In some 

places it meant the communication process being used as a too l to serve development plans 

and goals of governments . Ogan (1980 : 3) uses development journalism and development 

communication alternatively as coinages denoting same concept but doubts the clarity of the 

concept among both the proponents and critics of development journalism. " It appears that 

both the proponents and the critics of the establi shment of thi s ' new' kind of journalism are 

not always clear about the concept' s meaning or method of application in any particular 

setting." 

Tsedu states that development journalism "is about highlighting what people are doing to 

help transform thei r lives. Whether they do this alongside the government or on their own is 

immaterial. The premise that deve lopment journalism is necessarily government oriented is 

faulty" (http://www. thehoot.o rg accessed on 15/3/20 10) 

According to Aman Namra development journalism should focus the needs of the poor, the 

deprived, the marginalized and should emphasize their effective participation in development 

plarming. "The kind of journalism that motivates the active participation of the affected 

people and advocating for their interests, in place of the views of policy makers and platmers" 

(l bid) 
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Development journalism according to thi s view focuses on the needs of the poor, the 

deprived, the marginalized and it emphasizes their effective participation in development 

plafll1ing. Or to say it slightly elaborately, this kind of journalism motivates the active 

pm1icipation of the affected people and advocating for their interests, in place of the views of 

the policy makers and the plaImers i.e. the goverl1I11ent. (http://www.concurrent.o rg accessed on 

20/12/09) 

This view IS somewhat similar to the democratic participatory normative theory of mass 

media. 

(Loo, 2009:32) observes that development journalism is often wedded to concepts like 

community dialogue, re-connection with the grassroots, empowerment, public advocacy, 

catalyst for positive change and immersion reporting. Here it seems that development 

journalism is a kind of ecclesiastic genre that takes different elements various journalistic 

theories . 

Others identify development journalism with investigative journalism-a journalism type that 

wishes to make a legitimate report on development issues with a critical view to examine 

them. In th is case, journalists had a task to observe critically and repol1 on the whole 

goverl1I11ent development process, which include plarming, implementation, impact and 

shortcomings as they are; not to support the state development goals without question; 

instead to make sure that the development process is accountable and transparent. (Media 

and Development in the Pacific: 243) 

Sharma (2005: 117) contrasts development reporting with routine journa li sm in terms of 

focus. He di stinguishes development reporting from routine reporting (court, legislature, 

crime, science and teclmology or sports) emphasizing that the former involves writing about 

programs and policies resulting in economic change, social transformation and cOI11I11uni ty 

feelings and reactions to programs and changes. 

Vilanilam (1975 quoted in Muniruddin, 2005) defines it as 'journalism that deals with the 

process of developing nations'. Muniruddin also quotes Aggarwala (1978a) further 

elaborating on the same view while he defined it as a journali sm that basically reports the 

development process rather than events. 

"Thus, development journalism covers the entire gamut of socio-economic and cultural 

development and does not differ drastica lly from regular news coverage. Rather its emphasis 
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is more on development aspects keeping in view the context of development; and it examines 

critically and reports the relevance, enactment and impact of development programmes." 

(Ibid) 

Basically, it is assumed that this type of journalism is able to influence the development 

process by reporting on development programs and activi ties. Accord ingly, it is the 

journalists' duty to ' critically examine and evaluate the relevance of a development 

project to national and local needs, the di fference between a plalUled scheme and its actual 

implementation, and the difference between its impact on people as claimed by 

government offi cials and as it actually is' (Aggarwala 1979: 181 , quoted in Wimmer & 

Wolf, 2005:2) 

2.4.2 Genesis 

When the term 'development journali sm' was born a few decades ago, the world was moving 

on a different path from today. Then, there were clear and distinct zones into which countries 

and regions were divided. Economically, countries were classed as 'developed' and 

' underdeveloped'. The former existed in the West, the latter in other parts of the globe. 

ConUllunist and non-communist nations were clearl y presented, giving a clear distinction 

between the two camps in world politics. (Daorueng, in Media and Development in the 

Pacific: 243) 

McQuail (1 984: 94) identifYing deve lopment journalism as a full-fl edged media theory 

explains that some common conditions of developing countries limit the application of other 

theories or their potential benefits. 

One circu mstance is the absence of some of the condit ions necessalY for a developed mass 

communication system: the communication infrastructure; the professional sk ill s; the production 

and cultural resources; the available aud ience. Another correlative factor is the dependence on the 

developed world for what is missing in the way of techno logy, ski lls and cultura l products. 

Thirdly, there is the (variable) devot ion of these soc ieties to economic, po lit ical and socia l 

development as a primary national task, to which other in st itutions should submit. Fourth ly, it is 

increasingly the case that developing countries are aware of their sim ilar identity and interests in 

international politics. Out of these conditions have come a set of expectat ions and nonnative 

principles about mass media which deviate from those that seem to apply in either the capita list or 

communist world. 
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When the information flow phenomenon caught the attention of the non-aligned nations in 

the late 1960s and the early 1970s, Asia-based scholars and practitioners started paying 

attention to the role of news coverage in developing countries. Alan Chalkley (1968) and 

others associated with the Press Foundation of Asia in Mani la, as well as several Philippine 

communication scholars, began to use the catchy phrase 'developmental journalism'. They 

organized courses on developmental journalism in various capitals (Manila, Bangkok, 

Jakarta, Kuala Lumpur and other cities). For sometime developmental journalism became a 

popular plu·ase associated with news reporting. (Gunaratine, in The Public Yol.3, 1996: 97) 

In fact, those who conceived development journalism in the beginning believed that national 

deve lopment depended heavily on economic development and felt that journali sts trained in 

economics could report competently about problems pertaining to a developing country. With 

thi s view, development journalism came to be called 'commitment journalism' during the 

1970s, as some third world nations realized that journalism could be an effective means to 

promote the states' ideologies and their campaigns (Muniruddin ,2005 :21 1-1 2) 

Bowd explains that development journalism is seen as a product of the Third World by citing 

different scholars to substantiate thi s stand. She also traces its growth, in part, to the 

frustrations and anger of many Third World nations over issues such as the growing gap 

between rich industrialized democracies and poorer nations because of Western dominance of 

global news flows. These concerns were tabled in the UNESCO New World Information and 

Communication Order in the late 1970s. The Western media were crit icized as too 

monopolistic and powerful, as imposing an alien viewpoint on nations trying to build their 

own identities and as weapons of domination (Bowd, in Asia Pacific Media Educator, No. 

14, 2003:125) 

Scholars of the dependency paradigm in 1960s pointed out a need for developing countries to 

separate themselves from western countries in order to attain an advanced level of 

development. They promoted a balanced flow of information in and out of developing 

countries and articulated the New World Information and Communication . Such debates 

largely contributed to the promotion and recognition of a new theory of journalism known as 

development journalism. 
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2.4.3 Viewpoints against DJ 

" Western scholars like Stevenson viewed development journalism as advocacy journalism or 

propaganda journali sm by the government because journali sts mostly depended on 

government handouts." (Muniruddin, 2005: 218) 

As Ogan ( 1980:3) clearly puts it : 

There is so much fear and suspicion concerning the motives in volved in the use of development 

journalism, the discussion of the topic often disintegrates into an exchange of inflammatory 

rhetoric. The Second and the Thi rd World countries claim that the Western journ alists are on ly 

protecting their OW Il capitalistic interest in the news markets of the world when they attack 

development journalism as 'governm ent-say-so journalism' 

Representatives of major Western newspapers, wire services and organizations of journalists fea r 

that the establishment of the principles of development communication will mean an end to the 

freedom to co llect fi rst hand information in the foreign countries of the world and that journalists 

will have to be content with taking a view of the world consistent with that of the authoritarian 

government in power. To this effect, as the NWICO debate in the late '70s and early '80s 

progressed in UNESCO, Anglo-Americans, deli berately or otherwise, succeeded in dissociating 

developmenta l journalism, which they branded as "government-say-so journalism", from 

deve lopmental communication, whose origin they traced to US agricultural extension service 

projects. (Gunaratine and Hasim in The Public Yol.3 , 1996: 97-98) 

From the stand point of Western media practices there are also concerns with regard to 

di ffe rent interpretations of development journali sm that those who can appropriate them 

would locate the media as anything from " instruments to bring about a growth of democratic 

institutions" to "weapons to further a thirst for personal power" (Altschull 1995: 230, 23 1). 

2.4.4 Viewpoints in favo r of DJ 

More li beral interpretations uti lize the press as a medium of news, an instrument of 

education, a "multiplier" in the communication process, a social ancl cultura l influence ancl a 

channel for the flow of icleas between people ancl goVertU11ent (Sommerlad 1966, cited in 

Bowd, 2003). 

(Loo 2009) Sees development journali sm as a type of journalism incompatible with either 

the 'libertarian concept' , which defines the fu nction of the mass mecl ia as providing 
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information and entertainment; or the 'authoritarian concept', which stifles criticism of 

political machinery and the officials in power, and imposes a top-down approach to problem 

solving. 

Following the participatory approach to development communication, Kunczik (cited by 

Wimmer and Wolf, 2005: 2-3) represents development journalism as an intellectual 

enterprise in which the journalist should form a kind of free intelligence and should cri tically 

examine the aims of national development and the applicable instruments in a rational 

di scourse and solve them by reasonable criteria free of social constraints. Accordingly, 

development journalism has the following tasks: (i) to motivate the audience to actively 

cooperate in development; and (ii) to defend the interests of those concerned. The credibility 

of journalism is crucial for the success of development journalism. It, thus, needs to be 

decentralized and participatory in structure to counteract the metropolis-trend in the various 

social processes. 

2.4.5 Two broad classifications of DJ 

(Xiaoge, 2009: 4) referring to (Kunczik, 1988, and Aggarwala, 1978) identifies two major 

categories of development journali sm with their distinguishing characteristics. The two 

variants are named as investigative and authoritarian-benevolent. The investigati ve type 

focuses on "critical questioning and evaluation of the usefulness of development projects" . In 

covering the development news beat, journalists are expected to critically examine, evaluate 

and rep0!1: 

(a) The relevance of a development project to national, and most importantly, local needs; (b) 

The difference between a planned scheme and its actual implementation; and 

( c) The difference between its impact on people as claimed by government official s and as it 

was actually experienced by the people. 

The authoritarian-benevolent style of development journalism was strongly advocated by 

authoritarian goverrunents who believed that journalism should cooperate with governments 

in nation-building and overall social , economic and political development. 

There are also other classifications which are referred to as socio-teclmological development 

journali sm and Chinese version development journalism (intellectual development 

journali sm). The former focuses on narrating and explaining how conununities are 
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participating 111 development projects whi le the latter is cons idered as a substitute of the 

former Soviet Communist press theory with more subtle use of the media for moblization. 

(Getachew: 2007 : 12) 

2.4.6 Development news classified 

Muniruddin (2005 :224) notes that development journalism suffers from conceptual and 

methodological problems in understanding the news itse lf. He observes that experts in the 

field differ on the concept of development news. However, there are a number of attempts to 

define development news on various grounds. The following description by John V. 

Vilanilam (1976a) is one of such definitions. 

News relating to the primary, secondary, and teltiary needs of a developing country. Primary 

needs are food , clothing, and she lter. Secondary needs are development of agriculture, industry 

and all economic activ ity which lead to the fulfillment of the primary needs, plus development of 

education, literacy, health environment, medical research, fam ily planning. employment, labor 

welfare, social reforms, national integration and rural and urban development. Tertiary needs are 

development of mass media, tranSp0l1, tourism , telecommunication, arts and cultural activ ities. 

(Cited in Banjade, 200 I: II ) 

Vir Bala on the other hand points out that development reporting deals with a wide variety uf 

situations. According to him it covers individual projects , the entire plaIming process and its 

implementation, difficulties faced by people and efforts made to remove them; economic and 

social change in rural and urban areas, impact of development efforts in backward and tribal 

areas and vaI·ious aspects of development and its socio-economic impact (Bala, 2006: 23). 

Other researchers also attempt to classify development news almost in the same fashion- on 

the basis of thematic categories. 

(Xiaoge, 2009:3) discusses at length the classification of development news on the basis of 

topics and that such classifications fa il to indicate the demarcation between development 

news from other types of news and that the topics cannot limited only to the domain of 

development. He sUllm1arizes, for instance, that Vilanilam (1975), used 14 topical categories 

to di stingui sh development news from other types of journalism news. 

They are: administrative reforms, agricultural development and food production, economIc 

activity (planning, foreign aid, etc.), education and literacy, employment and labor welfare, 

family plaIming, health, hygiene and medicine, housing, industrial, scientific and 
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technological development, mass media, national integration , rural and urban development, 

social change, and telecommunication, tourism and transport development. Xiaoge, however, 

underlines that these topics can also be covered by other practices of journali sm. In other 

words, they are not exclusive to development journalism. He notes that they can hardly serve 

as good indicators of development journalism. He al so mentions that McKay (1993) came up 

with another li st of 12 topics related to development: agriculture/food , consumerism, 

culture/religion, rural/urban development, education , energy, environment, health, 

population, science/technology, tourism, women/chi ldren/youth . (Ibid) 

According to Xiaoge McKay's coding design cannot effective ly measure development news 

either. 

Xiaoge believes topics constitute the weakest indicators of development journali sm and he 

argues that sources, actors and story-orientation can di stinctively differentiate deve lopment 

news from other news types. By sources he emphasizes news initiated from ordinary people, 

grass roots or communities. 

By actors it is meant ordinary people, especially the minorities, the poor, women, farmers, 

children, and the elderly. The third major indicator is story orientation. In terms of story 

orientation, development news tends to emphasize solutions to problems instead of mere 

exposure, process instead of events, partic ipation of the ordinary people instead of the elite, 

empowerment of the ordinary people instead of the elite people, stabi lity instead of confl ict, 

harmony instead of chaos, collectivism instead of individualism, consensus instead of 

differences, partnership instead of adversary, impact on the ordinary people instead of the 

elite people. These indicators (source, actor, and orientation) constitute a new three-prong 

approach to effectively measuring the extent to which development journali sm is being 

practiced. (Ibid: 4) 

2.4.7 Purpose of development reporting 

An Indian Institute of Mass Communication in a Manual fo r New Agency Reporters defines 

the purpose of development reporting as follows: 

The purpose of deve lopment reporting is to create a sense of invo lvement, to spread the 

rea li zat ion that the future comes out of present efforts, that deve lopment can be no body's gift, 

least of a ll of the aid given by amuent countries but is the result of one's own labor. Destiny does 

not descend from above; it grows out of one 's hands. 
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Development reporting must concern itself with the people. It must show them how to improve 

thei r bargain ing power with society. It must make them rea lize that their future is in their hands. It 

must describe the process of backbone bu ilding. Development reporting must describe the people 

must actua lly at work in new projects and processes. It must describe the processes of change and 

modification, the new discoveries and the products. It must describe terms and concepts of 

deve lopment ... Development repOIting, to be effective requires considerable investigative and 

research skill on the part of the journalist, apart from grasp of trends in economic thought, 

planning and development. (Kamath, 1983: 106) 

Development journalism does not invo lve so much a change in techniques or sty le of 

reporting as an attitudinal and cultural change in the journalist 's judgment of news, selection 

of news sources, and interpretation of newsworthy issues. The development journali st often 

goes beyond the paradigm of objectivity to actively instigate public discussion of possible 

resolutions to prevailing issues. He or she provides sources and information relevant to the 

clarification of core values. In the process, they generate constructive community discussions 

to seek workable resolutions. The development journali st's aim is, therefore, not merely to 

persuade readers that a problem exists. It is to engage them in a search for pragmatic 

solutions to ongoing issues inherent in areas ranging from race and religion to public health, 

environment, education and human rights. (Loo, 2009: 5) 

2.4.8 Development journalism versus conventional journalism 

Loo (2009: 20-21) passionately identifies the theoretical and practical dimensions of 

conventional and developmental journali sm. He tries to put demarcations between the 

conventional journalism, which he call s "Mainstream" and his version of development 

journalism explaining their differences in a tabular chart. One of the points he lists to 

distinguish the two is that the main stream reports on random events while development 

journalism reports on causes and processes leading to the events. He also claims that the 

mainstream journalist weighs news against criteria of obj ectivity while the development 

journalist weighs news against criteria of deve lopment (community, access, equity, 

participation, self- reliance). In the parallel lines Loo draws, there are a number of debatable 

and elusive points. It is not practically that simple to throw points under either side 

comfortably in isolation from one another, as they are not mutually exclusive. For instance, 

Loo describes the mainstream journalist as a dispassionate observer, whi le he describes the 

DJ one as a participant observer. It is difficult, however, to reach a straightaway conclusion 

that conventional journalists are mere di spassionate observers in reporting events. Moreover, 
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Loo tries to portray the mainstream as a di scipline that mainly deals with crime, law & order, 

di sasters, deviant dramatic events and values. He contrasts describes DJ as a subject that 

deals with social and economic development, which includes basic needs for food shelter and 

security . One may feel from the parallel Loo draws that the DJ journalist is a propagandist or 

a revolutionary machine than a journali st in the strict sense . Though one cannot rule out the 

tendency of development journalism towards thematic areas of transformation, one cannot 

easily draw discrete lines between the conventional and development genres of journalism. It 

may be only an issue of focus than di stinct criteria, that puts the two apart . 

As Loo himself, notes "development journalism methods ... should not be seen as necessarily 

replacing conventional market-oriented journalistic practice. Arguably, development 

journalism highlights what conventional reporting has overlooked". (Ibid) 

Ogan (2003) on the other hand, identifies three key points that di stinguish development 

journalism from Western type of journalism. According to her, the Western media model is 

concerned with journalistic rights and freedoms while development journalism places greater 

weight on journalistic responsibilities. 

Second, the objectivity often considered central to Western journalism is de-emphasized, 

replaced with 'a concern for the consequences of news reports'. Third, the Western emphasis 

on adversarial journalism is seen as an ' unaffo rdable luxury' (Ogan, 2003: 126) 

A number justifications have been presented to place development journalism in the releam 

professional media exercise. From the illustrations, one can conclude that development 

journalism is a type of reporting and writing on topics related to the processes of economic 

and social transformation. It highlights news of development projects providing critical 

insight to the balance between plans and accomplishments. Although such an explanation of 

the concept sounds quite simple at a face value, it has been highly politicized since it is 

abused by regimes to promote political agendas. Much of the debate over development 

journalism has focused on the issue of press freedom and whether or not a commitment to 

covering economic development from a positive and even "emancipatory" perspective is 

fundamentally at odds with freedom of the press. 

Despite the controversies, it is still in the market. Its proponents believe that it allows 

journalists to play active ro le in promoting change for the good of the poor. It emphasizes on 

bottom up flow of conununication and calls for news that gives vo ice to ordinary citizens. 
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Development journalism' s supporters contend that this style of news reporting and writing is 

keeping with one of the most fundamental goals of journalism: to provide citizens with the 

information they need in order to take control of their lives. 

2.4.9 What DJ risks and what it takes 

As deve lopment journalism is essentially about social transformation it overlooks sensational 

and dramatic topics which otherwise catch the attention of a broader audience. It doesn' t 

appeal to emotions and feelings nor is it provides a shocking account of issues to spark 

instant debates. As Sue George of the Guardian precisely puts it, development journalism 

deviates in orientation from the Western journalism, which he describes it, as disaster 

journalism- keen on a quick search for dramatic events. 

" What foreign reporting has often meant is disaster journalism-people being 'parachuted in'­

reporting, leaving and possibly returning to do a fo llow-up piece ... It has meant a quick 

search for the most tragic story, the most dramatic images, shown without context, scant 

explanation of why the disaster happened and with no background information on how that 

country or community became so troubled in the first place". (http://www.gllardian.co. lIk. 

accessed on 20/2/ 10) 

A development journalist focuses on process of development with a particular emphasis on 

the grassroots and the unnoticed sections of the society. As Loo (2009) noted that orientation, 

in fact, is not risk free as it contributes to a low level of audience interest compared with fact 

(conventional) journalism which is primarily interested in a presentation of exciting news. 

Since development is influenced by the interplay of political, economic, social and cultural 

factors to deal with such a complex matter is not an easy task. It needs a consideration of all 

role players and envisaging of the consequences of media product. Moreover, development 

reporting is expensive in terms of time, finance and expertise. A reporter needs to have 

adequate knowledge of all the actors involved, go out to fi elds where development projects 

take place in order to make sense of the reality on the ground. 

Kunczik notes that a journalist should form a kind of free intelligence; should critically 

examll1e the aims of national development and the app licable instruments in a rational 

discourse and solve them by reasonable criteria free of social constraints (Kunczik 1986: 270) 

2.4.10 Best practices in Asia 
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2.4.10 Best practices in Asia 

Eric Loo (2009) assessed best practices of journali sm in Asia by interviewing reputable 

journalists in person and via different means. His survey shows that best development 

oriented media pieces are those works that throw light on plights of humanity for 

improvement, those which exposed malpractices and cOD'uption and those which served as 

catalyst to transform grass root lives. Loo (p. xvi) expla ins that exploration of best journalism 

practices presented in hi s research does not differ to the Pulitzer-type criterion as the 

exclusive benchmark of journalistic excellence. He describes best practice in journalism in 

Asia as culturally interpreted and best understood from within the realities that define the 

socially transformative work of Asian journalists. 

The works he presented as examples and the journalists he interviewed are renowned award 

winners at different international forums. It is difficult to present all examples discussed in 

Loo's research. Here is just one example. 

According to Loo (2009: 16) Our Village Chhalera represents the long hi story of 

development journalism in India. Chhatera is a village 25 northwest of Delhi. It had a 

population of 1,500 made up of land owing Jats and Brahmins and landless Harijans. 

Chhatera was the focus of the fo rtnightly column publi shed in 1968 in The Hindustan Times , 

which showcased life in an Indian village. The purpose of the column was to change the 

orientation of the paper to include broader coverage of the rlU'al areas. The Hindustan Times 

fi rst coverage of Chhalera, initiated by its ed itor BG Verghese was in the form of a cover 

story for its Sunday magazine. Initially the villagers, except the children, were shy. But the 

newspaper won the confidence of the people. The farmers and elders began to tell the writers 

their problems, which were subsequently reported. "Our Village Chhe/ra" which 

continuously appeared in the paper for about seven years became a channel for grass roots 

input on how development could take place in the community. The column found itself 

playing the role of a catalyst by planting new ideas in the minds of the villagers and 

providing the needed linkage system between the people and the authori ties. When the 

column started, several problems were brought to the attention of the government. The 

Hindus/an Times publicized the vi ll agers' problems with photographs. After its publication 

the authorities reacted. As a result a new bridge was constructed for the villagers. Soon after, 

development officers started visiting the village regularly. The village also became a social 

laboratory. Improved agriculture was introduced in the village, farmers television program 
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was also launched in an open space with 80 TV sets in different locations. A major impact of 

television was that social taboos broke down. Men of all castes gathered together. The 

segregation of sexes broke down as women joined the audience seated on one side. A bank 

opened branch in Chhtera an old habit of saving money gave way to the modern banking 

services. Loans were sought for the purchase of buffaloes or bullocks, for drilling tube wells 

and for buying tractors. Through the mediation of the Hindustan Times five new tractors were 

acquired for the village. Other firnls provided other needs. For example, ferti lizer companies 

conducted demonstrations and pesticide firms gave trial demonstrations. 

According to Loo for the journali sts of Hindustan Times, the experience gave them a true 

understanding of social functions of their profession. The journalists role was not only to 

inform, entertain or analyze events, but also motivate people to change. For the villagers of 

Chhalera the Hindustan Times was the purveyor and catalyst for development. The paper 

provided the necessary feedback channel for the people to air their problems, grievances and 

suggestions to government officials. 

Loo further notes that implicit in the media work on Project Chha fera is the ' immersion ' and 

' involvement' of journalists in experiencing the problems faced by the vi llagers. He stresses 

"Herein lays the common application development-oriented reporting methods across the 

community. The point is not that journalists should declare themselves on partisan issues. It 

does mean that they actively encourage public discussion, providing the public space where 

shared information is translated into action". (Loo, 2009 : 18) 

2.5 Relevance of development journalism today 

Xiaoge (2009: 7) sees currently the relevance of media, particularly that of development 

journali sm, from the point of view of supporting the effolis of developing countries to meet 

the Millennium Development Goals MDGs). 

He points out that a worldwide battle has already started to eradicate extreme poverty and 

hunger around the world by 20 15, guided by the UN Millennium Development Goals. He 

remakes that in such a global fight , the press can playa major role by informing, educating, 

engaging and empowering the ordinary people from the perspective of development 

journal ism. However, questions whether the press inherited the tradition of development 

journali sm to play an effective role in the anti-poveliy war accordingly. (Ibid) 
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The World Bank on the other hand identifies media ' s contribution to development in terms of 

four story li nes which it describes as plurality and transparency, infrastructure and platform, 

behavioral , economic and trade . Plurali ty and transparency according to the World Bank is a 

participatory (sometimes two way) process and the availabi lity of a range of media providers 

across an array of content subj ects, to enhance increased access to information and wider 

diffus ion of knowledge within a country. Plural media would support informed decision 

making, increased accountabil ity, responsiveness in addition to contributing to anti­

corruption efforts ... Plurality and transparency provide a critical "return path"-that "voice" 

and commentary on events and outcomes whereby the "governed" respond to the "governors" 

Media also play a crucial role in development by bringing about beneficial changes in the 

behavior of individuals, groups and organizations, of course depending on its content, the 

target audience it is tailoring and its interactivity. 

The infrastructure and platform story line is described 111 terms of presenting sufficient 

volume of compelling investment content in media. Platform, here is meant, digital, 

increasingly converged and broadband media that have a transformational impact on 

economic development. The economic story line is perceived as the simple business of 

producing content to generate income flows and job opportunities. In that manner the m<::dia 

directly contribute to development and poverty reduction. 

The last perspect ive, the trade storyline, is viewed 111 terms of accelerating global 

connect ivity, integration and interdependence, a difficult task than other storylines. (World 

Bank Working PaperNo. 158.2009:14) 

2.6 Development journalism in Africa: The revolutionary press 

After World War II , many nations in Asia, Africa and Latin America became independent 

and started formulating their own policies of development. The view that mass media could 

play vital ro le in national development influenced these polices. (Muniruddin, 2005: 211) 

This orientation was further enhanced by a broader political agenda of the 'Non-aliglUnent' 

espoused by the new states in Africa and Asia. These nations shared the idea of independence 

from the superpowers and formed the Non-Aligned Nations. The movement, whose 

phi losophy was to keep out of the Cold War between the West and the then Soviet Union, 
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played an important role in the debate on a New World Information and Communication 

Order (NWICO) (Servaes 2002). 

Consequently, virtues of development journalism were exto lled by many African leaders with 

the assumptions that this genre of journalism would serve African interest not only 111 

counterbalancing information flow between the developed nations and Africa but also 111 

supporting their urgent desire for nation building. 

Banda (2006: 1-2) elaborates the concept of development journalism in Africa in terms of the 

historical evolution of the theory of development communication, which he postulates in 

three hi storical moments, each with its own basic assumptions. As discussed earlier (i n paIi 

2.2 of this study) the first such moment was the ' modernization' paradigm (the 'dominant 

paradigm') that influenced development thinking in the period from about 1945 to 1965 

focusing on the transfer of the teclmology and socio-political culture of modernity from the 

developed North to the Third World. 

The second historical moment, in Banda's (2006:2) analysis, is the dependency-d issociation 

paradigm period. This approach to development communication (and therefore development 

journalism) is associated with the elevation of the aspirations of the newly independent 

nations of the Third World for pol itical , economic and cultural self-determination and an 

ideological distancing from Western forms of modernization (Servaes 2002). 

The third historical period accord ing to Banda is the moment of the emergence of 

'multiplicity' paradigm. Located within it is the notion of 'participatory communication' or 

' another communication '. 

Of the three historical moments the second one grabbed most the interest of some post­

colonial African figures. The debate about the role of African media systems in the flow of 

information between and among nations also assumed an upsurge in the promulgation of a 

New Information and Communication Order (NWICO) by the United Nations Educational, 

Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO). As Africans had long been dissatisfied with 

what they saw as a negative image of Africa projected in the major news agencies of the 

world, thi s was behind their cry for a NWICO in the late 1970s. (Servaes 2002) 

Within the heated political context of the time, the Pan-African News Agency (PANA) was 

created by the Organization of African Unity (OAU) in 1979. PANA 's aims were ' to rectify 
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the distorted image of Africa created by the international news agencies and to let the voice 

of Africa be heard on the international news scene' . (Ibid) 

Banda further details how, within the tradition of dependency-dissociation, Nkrumah of 

Ghana, Nyerere of Tanzania and Kaunda of Zambia espoused the ' revolutionary theory ' of 

the press. 

The expectations of African development journalism were articulated by Ghana's first president 

Kwame Nkrumah, a leading Pan-Africanist, who saw the media as a revolutionary tool of African 

liberation from the fetters of colonialism and imperialism. The media were an extension- a 

sign ificant extension-of the government and its polic ies, of social, economic and cu ltural 

development. In Nkrumah 's view, the struggle between the weak and underdeveloped African 

countri es and the advanced industrialized states gave a revolutionary miss ion to the African mass 

media. (Komia and Hall , in International COlIIlIIl/nication Gazelle 3 I, 1983 : 9) 

Nkrumah articulated thi s theory in 1963 during the Second Conference of African Journalists. 

He told them that 'the truly African revolutionary Press' existed in order to ' present and carry 

forward our revolutionary purpose' and 'establish a progressive political and economic 

system upon our continent that will free men from want and every form of injustice'. 

our revo lutionalY Athcan Press must carry our Revo lutionary purpose . This is to estab lish a 

progressive political and econom ic system up on our continent that wi ll free men from want and 

every form of socia l injustice and enable them to work out their soc ial and cu ltural destinies in 

peace and at ease. (in this respect) ... the true African newspaper is a collective educator- a 

weapon, first and foremost, to overthrow colonialism and imperialism, and to assist total African 

independence and unity (Ibid) 

Banda notes that this ' theory ' entai led greater state control of the media, a departure from the 

private ownership of media evident in the colonial period. Some nationalist leaders went so 

far as to articu late 'philosophies' to justify state ownership of media. 

Odhiambo (1991) expounds at length how Nkrumah believed in activist journalism. Nkrumah 

stipulated that journalistic practice involves choice of topics and arrangements of facts in a 

way that fit s in with the preferences of the owners. Odhiambo illustrates that Nkrumah 

believed that a journali st should have high ideals, be a political activist and party member, 

and 'his newspaper a collective organizer, a collective instrument of mobilization and a 

collective educator, a weapon first and foremost for the overthrow of colonial ism and 

imperial ism and to assist total African independence and unity. 
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The true African journali st, according to Nkrumah, often works for the organ of the po litical 

party to which he himself belongs and in whose purpose he believes. He works to serve a 

society moving in the direction of his aspirations. (Odhiambo, 1991, in Africa Media Review 

Vol. 5, No. 2:24) 

Within the context of the 'revolutionary press' ideology, journalists and politicians alike saw 

the media as fo rging national and continental unity, encouraging economic development, and 

serving formal and social education, including ad ult li teracy , if certain amount of limitation 

was imposed on press freedoms. The case in point is a proposal of Kenyan editor and 

publisher Hilary Ng ' weno (1969) who suggested that the media should impose limitations up 

on themselves given the level of poverty and the urge for transformation in post colonial 

Afri ca. 

The Cha llenge to th e press in young countries is the challenge of laying down the foundations up 

on which fu ture freedom s w ill thrive ... Under some of the cond itions (of poverty, ill iteracy and 

disease) in which vast numbers of Asians, Africans and Latin Americans li ve, it would be 

sacrilegious to talk about press freedom, for freedom loses meaning when human survival is the 

operat ive principle up on which a people live ... In such countries, the first duty of the press, as 

indeed of any other institutions or individual, is to encourage greater national unity. (Quoted in 

Odhiambo, 1991 , Aji-ica Media Review Vo. 5, No.2: 24) 

Development journalism to the leaders of black African states means more than any thing 

else, "nation building". i.e. the creation of national consciousness and unity, the 

encouragement of cooperation and peaceful co-existence between diverse and sometimes 

hosti le communities. The late Kenyatta of Kenya exhotted the press to: 

positive ly promote national deve lopment and growing se lf-respect since in Africa it can have a 

tremendous in fluence on nation-bui lding. It may constantly inspire or cou ld set out to frustrate the 

spirit of Harambee or nati onal unity wh ich every young countlY needs as the fu ndamental of its 

progress. (Kom ia and l-1all , in International Communication Gazette 3 1, 1983: 9) 

It is believed that 'Ng'weno and Nkrumah's arguments remained to be the two most powerful 

inspirations and justifications for African's mass media policy. They also provide the 

utilitarian underpilmings of development journali sm as an occupational self-perception and a 

theory of the press. 

Having analyzed the normative and intellectual bases of the ideology of development 

journalism in Africa, Odhiambo argues that the ideology ceased to be histori cally organic, 
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that it became arbitrary, non rationalistic and willed. In other words, he argues that the 

ideology became perverted; that, for instance, ' national development' turned to be an excuse 

for suspending individual liberties, the expansion and entrenchment of state capitalism and 

for the growth of unwieldy bureaucracies fraught with corruption, nepotism and every variety 

of patronage. (Odhiambo, 1991 , in Aji-ica Media Review Vo. 5, No.2: 22) 

2.7 Development journalism as a philosophy in Ethiopian state media 

In the previous systems, both monarchial and communism, there was no explicit guideline as 

to what type of journalistic philosophy befitted the country even though it is not difficult to 

understand from their very natures how media behaved and operated in those systems. 

It is only after coming to power of the incumbent that development journali sm was identified 

as a philosophy that state media should follow in their journalistic unde11akings. 

2.7.1 General premises for pursuing development journalism 

The Ethiopian govenunent has produced various documents that require the state owned 

media to pursue the philosophy of development reporting in doing journalism. Just few 

examples of such documents are: Revolutionary Democracy: Strategy, Tactic and Question 

of Leadership (2007), "Our Media's Developmental and Democratic Working Philosophy: 

Basis and Directions" (2008) and Media Content Presentation Method and Working Manual 

(2008). 

One of these documents "Our Media's Developmental and Democratic Working Phi losophy: 

Bas is and Directions" (2008:32) plainly prescribes that the philosophy of the Ethiopian media 

(state media) should be development journalism so that they would be able to support 

development endeavors of the government. 

This document argues that a working philosophy that can serve and strengthen the democratic 

and developmental political economy of the country is the philosophy of deve lopment 

journalism. The document provides a number of justifications for adopting this philosophy. 

It further indicates that a media that could sufficiently create national consensus on 

government po licies and strateg ies and that could also support the need of the public for 

change, had not yet been rea lized. It also asserts that the media had been in a state of crisis 

for it was not able to establish a working philosophy which co uld push forward the process of 
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national transformation. It also notes that contents presented by media sometimes 

contradicted with the democratic and developmenta l progress the country had embarked on. 

Moreover, it underlines the need for formulating a working philosophy for the media that was 

engulfed in various problems as a way out mechanism. (Ibid : 4) 

Development journalism is described in this document as a type of journalism that would 

enable the people understand proper developmental ideas and liberate them from poverty and 

backwardness. Development journali sm according to this argument would enable the people 

foster positive development and democratic values, believe in them and participate actively in 

their implementation. It is a journalism that plays great transformational role in social justice 

and life improvement. 

It also states that the developmental role of media has to do with deve lopment endeavors of 

government and the people, thereby maintaining values to be passed onto the youth with the 

objective of informing, educating and entertaining. According to the document development 

journali sm encourages the public to participate in the efforts of development and national 

growth to forge developmental outlook and bring about consensus on issues like agriculture, 

health, education and innovative works. Moreover, it helps to pull efforts collectively towards 

progress and achieving national goals . (Ibid: 21) 

The same document specifies six missions of development journalism in Ethiopia 

I . Promoting developmental thinking of the public 

2. Presenting people centered activities with a view to palticipating and benefiting the 

public 

3. Publicizing change role models (individuals and communities) 

4. Popularizing success stori es (teclmological innovations, new approaches) 

5. Bui lding balanced thinking pattern Ibuilding wisdom of cost-benefit evaluation before 

presenting media content! 

6. Building sustainable institutional and professional capacity (Ibid: 22-3) 

The document recognizes two inherent limitations in development journalism 

These are that: 
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I . Ability of developmental journalism to bring about change is determined by the con­

duciveness of a given political economy (i t would be able to become change agent pro­

vided there is deve lopmenta l and change oriented government) 

2. It would be exposed to the danger of being a mouthpiece of goverrullent and its propagan­

da tool under the guise of developmental journalism. "This is the strong criticism against 

this type of journalism. The proponents of liberal journali sm magni fy this shortfall of de­

velopmental journalism to undermine its developmental role . However, it is possible to 

overcome the inherent drawback through consideration of the fact and devising a mecha­

ni sm which can fill the gap. This limitation can be overcome through adopting suitable 

liberal media techniques and strengthening of investigative journalism which is one as­

pect of developmental journalism. (Ibid: 23 -4) 

Purpose development journalism in Ethiopian is also detailed as follows 

I . Supporting rapid and sustainable development 

2. Ensuring peoples ' benefit from the development endeavors 

3. Encouraging the building of a democratic system 

4. Fostering the struggle for good governance 

5. Ensuring national security and sustainable peace 

6. Exposing shortcut ways to wealth accumulation tendencies and contributing to efforts 

of tapering off the tendencies 

7. Building national image at the international arena 

8. Promoting African developmental and progressive ideas (Ibid: 32-6) 

"The working phi losophy of our media must be able to serve and strengthen at best the 

democratic political economy we are pursuing". (Ibid.5) 
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2.7.2 Editorial policy of the Ethiopian Press Agency as a guideline for developmental 

journalism 

The editorial policy of the Ethiopian Press Agency stipulates the editorial objectives of the 

Agency publications as follows: 

I . Explaining laws up on which the government of the country is founded and 

decrees and policies issued by the government and activities undertaken by the 

same 

2. Strengthening relations between government and the public with the aim of 

serv ing the people 

3. Ensuring fa ir participation of political forces 

The policy also specifies general editorial mission of the publications. These are to: 

I . be a reliable knowledge and information source capable of winn ing public 

trust 

2. be an efficient and autonomous media institution 

3. help create conscious, free and productive citizens through mediating free 

view points in the society 

4. serve legal political parties, individuals and the people equally and providing 

accurate picture of all round activities of Ethiopia and its people 

5. play positive role to fo ster democracy and good governance 

These being overall mission and objectives of all the Agency's publications, it also provides 

specific missions for publications of local languages and fore ign languages separately. 

Accordingly two newspapers (Addis Zemen and 8ari ssa) which are printed III local 

languages should focus on reporting development endeavors while those printed in foreign 

languages (The Eth iopian Herald and AI-alem) should focus on image building activities. The 

editorial policy puts the mission of its publications categorically as follows. 
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2.7.2.1 Local language publications 

" Our publications in local languages (Addis Zemen, Barissa and Zemen Magazine) are 

development media. By development is meant not only economic activity but also political 

social , cultural, spiritual and material issues which demonstrate the efforts of the Ethiopian 

public towards achieving a better life." (EPA Editorial Policy, 2003: 27) 

2.7.2.2 Foreign language publications 

"The Ethiopian Press Agency publications of foreign languages (Al-Alem and The Ethiopian 

Herald) are informat ion media with an objective of image building in addition to providing 

the outside world with Ethiopia's and its people's general activities in order to support the 

country to attain a rightful position and earn proper benefits at an international forum" (Ibid) 

Practically, however, these objectives are not mutually exclusive for foreign and local 

medium publications. The difference in content selection is manifested only in the intensity 

of focus on local news for the local language publications and more national issues for 

foreign language media. 

2.7.3 Emergence of print media in Ethiopia and Addis Zemen yesterday and today 

2.7.3.1 Emergence of print media in Ethiopia 

The birth of modern print media in Ethiopia goes back to the beginning of the 20'h century. 

The first 'newspaper' known to be printed in Ethiopia was Le Semeur d'Ethiopie (Hadush and 

Semeneh, 2004, Daniel, 2003, Semeneh 2004, Sheferaw, 2005) 

Le Semeur d'Ethiopie was a French and Amharic handwritten 'paper'. Unti l it was printed by 

machine in 1902 (Semeneh, 2004) the paper came out for two years in a script form and 

copies per edition were 24. With regard to the date of its launch there is difference among 

these researchers. While many agree that it was launched in 1900, Daniel takes it forth to 

1905. 

And yet Hadush and Semeneh mention that the first newspaper in Ethiopia was "Goh", 

though they don't ind icate the date and its publisher. (Hadush and Semeneh, 2004: I). Daniel 

(2003) also mentions that a hand written newspaper prepared by a certain Blaata 

GebreEgezia'beher, which he didn't mention its name, preceded Le Semeur d'Elhiopie. 
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Le Semeur d'Elhiopie, was launched by Father Bernand, a member of Franciscan Mission 

who lived in Harar and who was a dermatologist. 

A imero is mentioned by many researchers as the first modern Amharic newspaper. It was 

published weekly with four pages and 200 copies (Semeneh, 2004). Next to Aimero was Le 

Courier, a French weekly (1913-1920) and Yelor Ware (War News) which was issued from 

1916-1918 to aler1 the public to the Italian provocation. Berhanena Selam (Light and Peace) 

was founded in 1925 but fo lded in 1936 with the Italian invasion. (Daniel, 2003) . 

Until the 1936 occupation of Italy some newspapers like Gohtsebah (Dawn), Kesate Berhan 

(Spark) were in print mainly focusing attention on the Italian aggression. (Gebremedhin, 

200 1). During the Italian occupation also there was a weekly newspaper called 

Sendeqalamachin (Our Flag) which was published in Sudan dedicated to encouraging 

patriots' resistance and exposing occupants evil deeds. 

These newspapers which were published in Ethiopia couldn't continue during the occupation 

period. After the evacuation of the Italian forces, Addis Zemen (New Era, (1941) , The 

Ethiopian Herald 1943, Yezareyitu Ethiopia (Ethiopia Today, 1945) were establi shed by the 

govenm1ent following one another. It is to be noted that the early newspapers in Ethiopia 

were established by the private sector. 

2.7.3.2 Addis Zemen yesterday and today 

As mentioned earlier Addis Zemen was established in 1941. It has now been in publication 

over the last 69 years. The paper has been serving the nation in various aspects. It has, 

indeed, contributed to the development of journalistic profession, enhanced knowledge about 

the importance of information, and it created a public readership in the country, among other 

things (Gebremedihin, in Print Media Journal, 200 I: 4). 

At the initial period it was a tabloid paper. Seven years later it became a broadsheet paper. 

According to Gebremedihin (2000) it had no formal editorial page, news page and permanent 

columns during the initial period. It used to print opinions that focused on various topics. 

However, it changed some of its features after 1947 when it became a broadsheet paper. After 

18 years of existence as a weekly paper, Addis Zemen became a daily publication except 

Mondays . It started to be published on daily basis including Monday in 2001. 
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It is noteworthy that Addis Zemen played positive role in the development of journalism in 

its seven decades life time. It also played prominent role in shaping opinion, fostering literary 

dialogue and encouraging reading among other things. It is also to be noted that notable 

writers such as Negash Gebremariam, Bealu Gilma and Berhanu Zerihu who led the paper as 

chief editors used to be role models in the literature sphere. 

As regards content orientation Addis Zemen has been government affiliated through out its 

history. Needless to state, it was established by government; budget is always allocated for 

the paper by government like any other public agencies in the country. Staff employment, 

contract termination and promotion of employees (both support staff and journalists) are 

processed as per the civil service regulation. This rule applies to any state owned media for 

that matter. It has also been disseminating information about government policies, plans and 

activities till today. 

Though the paper survived, under three regimes uninterruptedly, it remained without change 

of ownership and significant change of perspective in editorial position. It has always been 

used as a government mouthpiece despite the changes in political orientations. However, it 

had neither codified editorial policy nor a documented working philosophy under the 

monarchial and dictatorial regimes. 

As Gebremedhin (2000) observed, during the reign of Haileselessie I, Addis Zemen' s news 

stories and other content elements praised the emperor. The paper supported political, 

economic and social system of the day. This doesn' t mean it had no useful contents. In the 

same fashion, it served the junta regime after the overthrow of the emperor. It has still 

continued to serve the current government with no fundamental change; irrespective of the 

change with regard to censorship. Article 29 sub Articles 2 and 3 of the Constitution of the 

Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia clearly provide for the elimination of censorship. 

Therefore, there is no official censorship now in the country as a whole and Addis Zemen 

also enjoys this guarantee. 

Currently Addis Zemen has 63 staff members according to information obtained from the 

chief editor. These are 39 journalists, 13 proof readers and 11 typists . 
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2.7.4 Addis Zemen in Media ownership patterns 

Banda (2006: 9- 10) classifies non private media ownership patterns in the broadcasting sector 

in to four categories. These are state broadcasting, government broadcasting, public 

broadcasting and public service broadcasting. 

Slale broadcasting is controlled by the state and represents state interests. It is funded (at 

least in pali) out of public money. 

Government broadcasting is controlled by the government of the day and represents the 

viewpoint of the executive. It too is at least partly funded out of public money. 

Public broadcasting is owned by the public and is accountable to it. 

It is also funded , at least partly, out of public money. 

Public service broadcasting has a specific remit to broadcast material in the public interest. A 

public service broadcaster need not be publicly owned - privately owned broadcasters may 

have such a ro le - but a public broadcaster should always have a public service remit 

Logically one can also place non private print media in one of these patterns. Addis Zemen 

can be safely put in the category of state ownership for it has operated under different 

regimes irrespective of consistent affiliation to any regime in power. 

It is evident that ownership pattern would influence content of a given media. 

Silverblatt (2004: 40-41) notes that owners of media organizations can also regulate content 

of the media. 

He mentions that power of the media as a social institution is recognized in countries such as 

Vietnam and China where the media are owned by a state. Governments of these countries 

accord ing Silverblatt use the media to support their political agendas. Therefore, "official" 

state media content is very prescriptive, telling its audience what to think and how to act. In 

addition, in many of these countries, regulations prohibit content in media presentations that 

undermines the countries ' religious and moral beliefs. In Iran, for instance, censors require 

that filmmakers make changes in dialogue and action that meet the moral standards of the 

country. 

However, Silverblatt indicates, that in Western countries, that operate on the private 

ownership model (most notably the United States), the media systems were never intended to 

serve as a social institution. Instead, the primary objective of a privately owned media 

organization is to make a profit for the company. As a result, many films, television 

programs, and Web sites contain sexual and violent content designed to attract the largest 

imaginable audience. The messages contained in these programs can be confusing or 
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disruptive to individuals looking to the media for direction, purpose, and meaning. The other 

major difference between Western media and traditional social institutions is that these media 

have no means of controlling deviant behavior. Audiences are encouraged to consume the 

media wherever and whenever possible. 

Indeed, many media presentations depict a world without consequences, which serves to 

promote aberrant behavior. 
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CHAPTER THREE 

Method of the study 

3.1 Subject of the study 

Fundamenta ll y, under the incumbent, Addis Zemen and other state owned media came to 

have definiti ve editorial policies and a working philosophy. This philosophy is what they call 

it deve lopmenta l journali sm. 

To the knowledge of this researcher, there is no seri ous study on the implementation of this 

phi losophy on the ground . The present study tries to examine Addis Zemen as a case in po int 

how it is translating the philosophy into practi ca l act ion. 

The foc us of the research with regard to thi s pragmat ic issue is on news stories, particularl y 

news features and news analysis which are planned by the journalists or Addis Zemen 

newspaper as a media concerned with development reporting. In fact, as a daily broadsheet, 

Addis Zemen neither depends entirely on planned news stori es nor does it plan all news 

produced hy staff reporters. It highl y depends on ENA as a news source. It al so uses WI C and 

international wires as alternati ve sources. Press releases are also entertained. Most of the 

da il y stories which are produced by the staff members are event news accessed tlu'ough 

media adv isory rece ived fro m ENA. Therefore, the focus of thi s di scussion is limited to only 

projected sto ri es which are plalUled either by wo rking journali sts or by the management body 

of the newspaper. 

Planning feature news and news analysis is relati ve ly a new approach in Addis Zemen. This 

researcher remembers that once it was introduced to the newsroom with the launch of 

Monday edit ion of Addis Zemen. However, it was shortly abandoned. Acco rding to 

info rmat ion obtained from the Chief Editor, the paper launched news feature and news 

analysis once again in March 2009, with two stores each on Mondays and Thursdays. That 

means fo ur planned stores in a week and 16 in a month. Now Addis Zemen comes out with 

one feature or news analysis in its front page every day since the launch of a pilot BPR 

implementat ion in March 20 I 0, unless some top urgent issues like response of the Prime 

Mini ster to issues raised by the parliamentari ans or some other international issues hosted by 

Et hi op ia shi ft the attention to interrupt the plans. 
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I'he reason fo r choosing these types of stories is that a number of factors can be considered to 

undertake them . In the fir st place. they allow the journalist to gather different data, involve 

different views and actors and construct facts from various perspectives. Second there is 

adequate time for story organization. In terms of space also news features and news analysis 

would provide better opportunity for the journalist to present detailed information. Moreover, 

the journalist wou ld have rel ative room to direct attention of readers toward critical and 

analyti ca l understanding of facts than the straight stories. 

3.2 Rationalizing selection of Addis Zemen 

This researcher works for the Ethiopian Herald , a newspaper published under the auspices of 

the Ethiopian Press Agency (EPA) which also publishes Add is Zemen. That means the 

researcher is partially an insider to the research subject. EPA also owns other three 

pub lications viz. Barissa (A fan Oromo weekly), Alalem (Arabic weekly) and Zemen a 

bimonth ly magazine. As these publications all belong to the same agency they are guided by 

one editorial policy and other in-house regulations. In addition, they share various resources. 

At the same time, it must be noted that all EPA publications enjoy relati ve autonomy. For 

instancc. they plan projects, prepare reports, dispatch journali sts and conduct in-house 

(departmental trainings) and provide orientations independently. They sometimes undertake 

these acti vities together as they deem necessary. They al so employ journali sts and terminate 

contracts separate ly. 

Moreover, they are free to choose any issues for coverage, except when they move together 

for logisti cal reasons. Further, when they receive same media alerts they decide 

independently to cover the issue or decline unless the events are graced by top government 

offic ia ls or international figures. 

With such a relative autonomy, the Ethiopian Herald and Addi s Zemen do not always operate 

al ike. Therefore, a great deal of information is not within the reach of the researcher and he 

believes it is valid to undertake the study both as partial insider who has certain degree of 

acqua in tance with the operat ional reality of Add is Zemen and who is not at the same time 

aware of the inner deep affairs of the paper. 

This fact is supported by the editorial policy of the Ethiopian Press agency that gives the 

Hera ld and Addis Zemen the liberty of focusing on issues pertinent to their audiences ' 
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in te rests. As such Addis lemen, Barissa and lemen magazll1e which are printed in local 

languages are more incl ined to local issues while the Ethiopian Herald and Alalem which are 

printed in foreign languages tend to focus on issues of international interests. This tendency is 

reflected in the Ethiopian Herald usually on its front page news. In fact , there is no such clear 

line as to whether a given issue is of local or international interest in practical operation. 

3.3 Study methods 

This research uses a qualitative method of data coll ection, presentation and interpretation. 

The study primarily foc uses on first hand information obtained from reporters, ed itors and 

ed itorial team of Addis lemen. The research too ls include those broadly used qualitative data 

co ll ect ion such as close pri vate conversations, in -depth individual interviews, focus group 

di scussion, observations and personal experience of having the advantage of being an editor­

in-chief of the Ethiopian Herald, which belongs to the publisher of Addis lemen. 

Qualitative research method is chosen to grasp and interpret the underlying, personnel, 

institutional-social reality in Addis lemen than the quantitative ones, which depend on 

stati stics. The researcher believes that this approach would reveal differences between formal 

c laims at the structural levels in development reporting and the practical shortfall s that 

challenge ideal expectations to be met. Inherent limi tations which are inevitable in qualitative 

research of this kind (that informants may not hold the same stand on issues always, even in a 

day in terval. that emotions could guide their views on matters etc) are unavoidable though 

effon s have been exerted to minimize them by triangulating the techniques. 

3.4 Informants 

In th is stud y deliberate informants were ca refu ll y se lected uSll1g purposeful sampling. 

Duri ng the interviews thorough di scussions were made with Add is lemen journali sts on how 

they conceptuali ze development and development journali sm, the training they have 

undergone at formal levels and as on job process, how they plan and execute reporting of 

development issues , what practical challenges they face and what they would suggest on way 

forwa rd among other things. 
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3.5 Sample selection and size 

As mentioned earli er, the researcher chose a de li berate sampling technique . That is made to 

mix three important categories in the hierarchical groups of Addis Zemen namely 

management members, ed itors and repOtters. Therefore, informants participated in this study 

are 15 in number: 4 management (ed itorial members) , 5 editors (3 senior editors and 2 

ed itors) and 6 reporters. Among the interviewees 7 are female and the rest 8 are male. The 

management members are se lected because they are the ones who decide on content, plan 

content and manage different co lumns of the paper. Editors are chosen because they produce 

stori es and at the same time involve in ed iting the contents. Reporters are chosen as they are 

engaged in producing stories on development issues as a routine task. Most of the ed itors and 

r~porters are selected from the news section, even though one is not necessaril y confined to 

producing news or co lumn articles. Cab reporters are normally assigned to covering dai ly 

events and planned projects while the experienced ones are tasked with both writing column 

articles and news items. Journali sts in Addis Zemen are expected to produce news articles 

and col umn materials depending on their abili ty and experience. 

To conduct focus group discuss ion, the same people who were interviewed separately were 

approached They were categorized in two 3 sets on the basis of their positions. One set is the 

management group which comprises the chief edi tor and hi s three deputies. The other set 

includes three senior ed itors and two ed itors. The last set is a team of six reporters in the 

news section. The reason for conducting focus group discussion wi th same people was to 

cross check the in formation they had provided earl ier individually and to have more reliable 

understanding of the newsroom operational affairs. Moreover, it was chosen enable the 

pa rtic ipants remind each other issues they hadn 't noticed earli er. 

3.6 Setting of interviews and group discussions 

The interviewees were met separate ly through May 3-7, 20 10. The interviews with all 

journalists we re made in researcher's office except the interview he made with the chief editor 

of Addis Zemen, as all journalists share offices with many co ll eagues except the chief editor. 

Thus. privacy was guaranteed and confidence was established. All the interviewees were 

guaranteed anony mity to draw them out and at least not to mention them by name though not 

by position in the study. Therefore, the di scuss ions were also free and open. The foc us group 

di scuss ions were through May 17-19, 2010 and they were held in the office of the researcher 
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for convenience. The discussions were moderated by the researcher posing the same 

questions to the three groups. The questions were open-ended and foc used on five broad 

issues. The intimacy of the researcher as a colleague was al so an advantage in building full 

confidence in the participants not to refrain from reflecting their perspecti ves. 

3.7 Data recording 

Since narration is the main method of collecting data generated by informants, all the verbal 

messages, statements, opinions and arguments in the conversations were carefully recorded 

for later use . Note taking was also used to remember impol1ant points during the in-depth 

inte rviews and the group di scussions. The informants were aware that they were on record 

and the interactions were free and comfortable. The interviews were made in Amharic to 

draw the informants express their views as freely as possible without any language strain. 

3.8 Data documentation 

The recorded narrati ves were fu lly transcribed and shorthand textual notes were put into 

complete statements immediate ly after the interviews. In other words all the interviews, 

disc ussions and observations were carefully documented and transcribed in English to 

maintai n ori ginality and flavor of messages. 

3.9 Theoretical frameworks 

In the part of review of li terature 111 chapter two. a number of defining characteristics of 

deve lopment journali sm have been dealt with at length. However, it is practically 

inconvenient to examine data in light of all the theoretical assumptions discussed in that part 

of the study. Notwithstanding the relevance and significance of the scholarly insights 

presented earl ier, the researcher found suitable to adopt only few prominent points to narrow 

down fragmentation of focus and scrutini ze data against certain boundari es .. Here, therefore , 

how Addis Zemen is doing development reporting is assessed in line with certa in checkli st 

se lected from Daorugng (2008), Galtung and Vincent (1996), Banda (2006), Xiaoge (2009) 

and Loo (2009) 

Gunaratne and Has im present detail s of Ga ltung and Vincent's lO-point outline for doing 

development journali sm. In the ten points they emphasize the need to humanize the story 

(presenting human beings as subj ec ts not as objects or victims); focus not only on economic 

data but also military , political and cultural aspects. They also call on the development 
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journalist to include di spersion data in economic deve lopment reporting; to focus on relations 

and differences within and between countries and to see the totality of life situations. They 

further urge development oriented journalists not to forget a dimension of democracy for 

democracy can only function when there is a free flow of information between people, the 

system and the media. Moreover, they stress the importance of making people talk and run 

more of the soc iety; go one-step further , and let the people to some extent run the media. This 

means, giv ing people some media control. The scholars also underline that a development 

journali st must do investigati ve reporting more subtly, where such repol1ing may antagonize 

government sources to contrast govenU11ent statements with development reality without 

necessari ly implying that there is a link between the two. (Gunaratne and Hasim 1996: 99-

101 ), 

" Whi le no definition of development journalism may satisfy everyone, it is hard to disagree 

that Galtung and Vincent' s 10 proposals provide a reasonable framework to understand the 

essentials of the concept. The framework will enable us to compare developmental 

journalism wi th its new-born cousin that call s itself broadly as public journalism." (Ibid: 1 0 I) 

Daorueng (2008) whi le underling the relevance of development journali sm even in today's 

world where globalization knows no boundary and where development of a nation is not 

determined onl y by a given state policy, pinpoints how development journali sm could 

become a bad journali sm if not properly managed. 

"Development journa li sm is called ' bad journal ism ' when it fa ils to articulate people's needs 

and how a deve lopment process is carried out and affects soc iety. When the media merely 

promotes government projects, or praises the political elite for their role in the so-called 

national deve lopment without tlying to look deeper into its process and impacts, it is called 

propaganda" . 

Her argument is underp inned by important po ints that a development reporter should bear in 

mind whi le covering development issues. In her article tit led "Is Deve lopment Iournalism 

Relevant? (2008)" she details issues to be taken into account by journalists while covering 

development. 

These are people, people ' s needs, people's agendas, people's potentials, sincerity of 

deve lopment projects, multip le sources among other things. By people it is meant that 

journali sts. often time, are confused and overwhelmed with detail s about projects, process, 

43 



budget and implementation ignoring the most important element of development-people. She 

al so emphases people's needs- as needs that exceed bas ic material we ll being such as food , 

shel ter. healthcare or education and may include a need for their identity to be accepted or 

for freedom to li ve the way they choose; sincerity of development projects refers to whether 

they are sustai nable or undertaken to sati sfy certai n motives. Daorueng also believes that a 

deve lopment jou rnali st should be able to identi fy people's agendas. Accord ing to her, in some 

situations economic we ll-being is not the only answer to people's agenda despite a high level 

of poverty they encounter. Good development journalism must be able to extract people's 

inner agenda and put it in context. She also raises, among others, that a journali st should find 

out the truth behind economic growth data-whether statistics tell the truth about the majority, 

or if it li es because while economic growth data says the country has reached a certain leve l 

of" we ll -being. it is important to uncover what people in the village reall y think about it. 

She has st ill other points to raise such as consideration of people's potentials and aspirations 

instead of seeking opinions only from government officials and presenting the ordinary 

people as victims and passive actors; use of various sources and verification of what they say­

experts , politicians, civil servants, villagers etc; investigation of whether the money allotted 

fo r projects has real ly benefited the targeted groups or ended up mired in corruption scandals. 

(hrtp :llkallri. a ll t.ac.nz:8080/dspace/bitstreamIl23456 7891147211 IMed iaDevCH 19 develop rei prangt 

ip p243-25 0.pdf accessed 18/3/20 10) 

Loo (2009:3) underl ines that the deve lopment journalists reflect on the question of how the 

series of stories written over a period could in time make a difference to prevailing realities 

rather than reporting disparate information in a d igestible capsules. He argues that thi s 

app roach puts deve lopment journalism in contrast to the conventional fragmented reporting 

of issues at the structural, the corporate, institutional and governmental levels. 

Banda (2006 : I I) on the other hand points out the 'what ' of DJ in terms of hol istic view as 

appeal ing to al l, focus on rural (remotest areas), inclusion of hitherto unheard vo ices , cultural 

ide ntity and community, free will , di stance from the market and the state, 'quality' content, 

infusion of grassroots vo ices, independent and democratic participation. 

Aggarwala 's influential argument (Cited in Ogan, 1980: 6) also underlines critical 

investigation, evaluation and relevance of development projects to national as well as local 

needs: the importance of examining diffe rences between plans and implementation, claims 
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and real impact are also of great importance to assess how OJ is being unde11aken in a news 

media devoted to promoting deve lopment. 

These points are in fact idea l grounds to paint a clear picture of how development journalism 

is be ing undertaken in Addis Zemen. However, to we igh Addis Zemen against all the points 

wou ld lead to lack of foc us. In other words, they woul d be too many and scattered references 

to frame a sound di scuss ion. Moreover, some of the points identifi ed by these scholars and 

many others as to how OJ should be done overlap or supplement each other instead of 

standing as discrete se lf-contained points. Therefore, only some of the points that can be 

practi cally within the reach of Addis Zemen are singled out to assess its OJ undertaking. 

As it is always the case in a qualitati ve study, perspecti ves refl ected in thi s research can't be 

precise ly replicable and testable. But they can serve as an entry point to understand 

personnel, institutional and social realities pertaining to Addis Zemen. With a view to 

foc using attention on certain points, the following few ' hows' that include: How, 

investigati ve and critical, how independent, how people centered, how grassroots considerate 

are singled out. Moreover fo llow-up reporting (continuity) to know the impact and progress 

or deve lopment proj ects and how reporting of success stories are balanced with failure stories 

or how the other side of success is reported is explored in Add is Zemen' s OJ performance. In 

fac t, it is diffi cult to draw a line between these points. However, they are separately treated 

onl y fo r the sake of facilitating discussion. 
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CHAPTER FOUR 

Data Presentation and Discussion 

4.1 Investigation and critical examination of issues 

The issue of how investigative Addis Zemen is in development reporting was seriously 

di scussed both in separate and group conversations with the informants. They all have an 

idea, at least preliminary understanding of the concept , that DJ shares some features with 

investigative journalism and that they are expected to reveal facts behind the surface while 

reporting development issues. An editor who has worked for Addis Zemen over the last 12 

years said: 

I think the quality and degree of our DJ is questionable. For instance, we report housing problem 

and how the government is trying to tackle it. We report infrastructural activities-electrification , 

road expansion and services like education, clean water and health. However, we hardly report 

issues like corruption, bad governance which impede deve lopment. 

Once we had a column named " Balaguday" (Roughly means " He who has a point to raise"). It has 

ceased now. That page used to attempt to t:xpose corruption and malpractices in some government 

agencies . We usually start to do such expose ' and drop it soon. It lacks cont inuity. 

Editor-in-chief of Addis Zemen also shares this view. 

I be lieve that development joul11alism should be planned and should include some elements of 

invest igation. For instance, the cost that a development project required, the tim e it took and the 

acceptance it obtained from the community must be investigated . But to do such investigation it 

takes tim e. That would kill freshness of the issue. There is a big problem in access ing information 

in our country . Sources shy away to g ive infol111ation . S imple information that could be handled 

by a PR officer may be referred to a minister. To access a minister it takes you long way. 

Therefore, I can say we are not doing development journal ism in the true sense of in vestigative 

manner. 

Another senior journalist who IS 111 a deputy editor-in-chief position expresses the 

inadequacy of investigati ve reporting in Addis Zemen as follows: 

Most of our news stories are event stories. These events are usually organized by government 

agencies. We report what we are told by the organizers during the occasions. It is difficult to 

veri fy the repol1s from a third party. Even we rarely have the chance of investigating activities we 

are to ld have rea lly been undertaken. To see what is actua lly going on needs to go to where the 
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deve lopment projects are taking place. Whi le this is one side of our limitat ion, we don't do 

in vestigation even in our story proj ects. 

An editor who told thi s researcher one of the stories he produced alerted the Addis 

Ababa education Bureau to reconsider medium of instruction in Addis Ababa 

preschool education said the fo llowing when he reflected on how Addis Zemen could 

have make a difference if reported seriously and how it fail s to dig out facts beneath 

official reports. 

In my view we are not doing DJ properly. Our reports are one sided. We report what ever 

government official s te ll us. We don' t aggress ively dig out the issues and see the other side of 

facts. Even success stories which we are obsessed wi th are incomplete because we don 't report 

why those who didn ' t succeed failed to be successfu l. Second, we report only from the 

government side. 

Generally speaking, none of the journalists boldly claimed Addis Zemen is doing 

serious investigative reporting, though some of them believe the paper is steadily 

attempting to establish the trad ition of looking into issues beyond a face value. 

As critical reporting is concerned the researcher meticu lously discussed with journalists so as 

to probe their perspectives. Actually, they are aware of the level of scriousness in their stories 

while doing development journalism. There are two categories of views on this particular 

point. Some of the journalists bel ieve they are cri tical in most of their project reports. They 

mentioned some examples from the stories their colleagues or they themselves produced 

since March 2009. March 2009 was a moment when Addis Zemen introduced the practice of 

feature and news analys is. They said they were critical of government agencies, in patticular, 

such as Ethiopian Electric Corporation, Addis Ababa Housing Agency, Ethiopian Roads 

Authority , Addis Ababa Transport Authority etc . One of the senior editors elaborated on 

condo houses and others as follows. 

Recently we have embarked on producing news features and news analys is. As a result of the 

commencement of this trend we have produced a number of development stories. The ones I 

remember are the story we produced on condos in Addis. The condos were constructed and the 

beneficiaries were told they won lotteries; they sett led the first rou nd of down payment. But 

they had no idea which houses belonged to whom and where their houses were located . We 

hamm ered this issue and received a lot of feed backs. 

We produced stories on shortage of sugar supply and quality of electric mater ials. We got a lot 

of feed back too because these issues were really where pub lic uproar was noticed. 
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In a group di scussion, all the editorial team members pronounced that Addis Zemen and all 

other sate media are not allowed to criticize government policies. The reason is that the 

journalists consider themselves as part of the goverrunent and as implementers of policies 

like any government agencies. This view was expressed by one deputy ed itor- in-chief as 

fo llows. 

We don't touch policy issues for we are one of the implementing agents of government pol icies. 

We are governm ent media. We are policy impiementers. We don 't criticize policy. We can 

critici ze individual representatives of government, agency heads etc. I remember one case where 

we exposed ineffi c iency of Addis Ababa Transport Authority head. Last year the authority 

announced that it would introduce zoning of taxi service in the metropolis. But it has not yet been 

realized. We asked the head about this matter. She was so rude to us defending her office that taxi 

service is not a prob lem in Addis Ababa and that only the media fans the problem to put 

government in conflict with the public. 

Editor-in-chief of Addis Zemen holds the same opinion on criticizing policy of government. 

As a rule we are aware that we can criticize polices wh en they are tabled for discussion . After 

they are approved by the House of Peoples' Representatives and become laws, we can' t criticize 

them. We are part and parcel of the execut ive. How can we critic ize the po licy we aie supposed to 

imp lement? It would put us in contradiction of ourselves. 

However, most of the journalists do not share the claim of being critical of government. They 

said they shy away from criticizing government agencies for fear that their stories would be 

rejected by editors or they face some sort of problem. They said they censor themselves and 

prefer safe reporting. This is what one of the senior editors said. 

I think EPA considers that the government trusts ENA than other media. When we write 

something crit ical of government, editors prefer to compare it with ENA news as we often cover 

events together. We bel ieve on sensitive issues, ENA usually twists the issue in favo r of 

government. We, therefore, censor ourse lves not to be crit ical of government. If Add is Zemen 

wants us to do good journa lism, it should avoid choosi ng something that is reproduced by ENA 

and create confidence in us. 

It can be concluded from the responses of Addis Zemen journalists what they practice as 

development journalism is what Edani (1993 : 126) defines as developmental journali sm. 

According to thi s scholar a developmental journali st is: 

that journa li st who seeslh islher main responsibility as that of pub licizing governm ent po licies, 

projects, statements, and activities, and who usually avoids communicat ing the views of the 
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people back to the govemment, especially when those views are critical of the government, as 

they very often are. The developmental journalist engages in development journalistic work on an 

ad hoc basis, that is, when ever there is a particular government deve lopment policy or project to 

publicize. When there is none, he or she does ordinary routine infonnation officer of the min istry 

of information or public affairs officer in any other government establ ishment or parastatal. 

Loo (2009:24) on the other hand notes that self-censor negative ly affects good journalism 

when it is exercised for personal safety. 

Se lf-censorship is embedded in the news process regardless of where the media operates. Good 

reporters, however, self-censor for good reasons-to steer clear of defamation, to avoid 

mi srepresent ing actualities, to be fair, meticulous with details and sol idly accurate. It becomes a 

worry if se lf-censorship is habitual and unthinking, and when it is committed more for personal 

preservation than for ethical principles. Se lf-censorship committed out of learned fear, in many 

cases unjustifiably , only leads to un in vestigated legitimate issues, a compromised bigger picture 

and concealed truth. 

The journali sts were asked why they practically experIence such fear and if any of their 

stories ever put them in trouble because they were critical of government. Three of them told 

the researcher their experiences. One editor sa id her story which some years back exposed 

inefficiency of the administration of Afar sate machinery was rejected and caused her to be in 

conflict with not only her editors but also with EPA management. She said it was a lesson not 

to write any challenging stories. Another editor mentioned a piece that was produced by the 

employees of Merchandise Whole sale and Impot1 Trade Enterprise (MWITE) exposing 

malpractices in their organization under the guise of Business Process Reengineering (BPR). 

The report was according to thi s editor a counter response to a story that was published in 

Addis Zemen containing claims of the Enterprise management that SPR resulted in 

improving efficiency. He said it was evidenced piece but rejected for fear that it wou ld affect 

image of the incumbent during the election season. One editor also extensively narrated his 

experience of writing a critical story on Ministry of Education. 

Recently I produced a story on Higher Education Relevance and Quality Assurance Agency 

(HERQA) with the min istry of Education. I know the incumbent government sometimes admits 

fl aws in implementing its policies. This has been clearly seen after election 2005. 

I produced the piece on the achievement of health tra ining centers. I analyzed the procedures of 

quality assurance exam and results obta ined. As the first ever qual ity assurance exam was given 

for Technical and Vocational Educationa l Tra ining (TVET) graduates in the private health care 

training institutions, it was repol1ed that only 7 % were able to pass the exam. Now it reached 
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gradually 20%. I wanted to find out that some thing was wrong som ewhere either with the 

training of the graduates or the exam or the assessment. 

I interviewed some students, both who failed and passed in the exam; some instructors, 

supervisors, Addis Ababa Education Bureau and Quality Assurance Agency w ith the Min istry of 

Educat ion . As immediately the piece was printed, the HERQA head came with a wri tten protest 

that tried to dismi ss my report. Th e complaint staged by HERQA accused the newspaper and me 

as if we fai led to do proper journa lism. The refutat ion was prepared simply to avoid blame. They 

sa id the story wou ldn ' t represent them . They had no justification for disapprova l. It was printed 

the next day in Add is Zemen. Actua lly my report was accurate and genuine. It was supported by 

evidences. There was no factual error, defamation or misinfonnation in my report. I had 

mentioned sources from concerned bod ies including HERQA. My next article didn ' t come out. I 

was instructed to drop it. My friends who were assigned to report on other training institutions 

were told 10 stop the job. The edi tors even didn't consult with me or asked me how I did the 

repOJ1 . They simply printed what ever came to th em from the aggrieved. The truth was that I 

didn ' t even make any party accountable. I j ust revealed the fac ts that thus far only 20 per cent 

students passed in the exam in some rounds and that a problem lies som ewhere. Following 

HERQA 's accusation some institutions also presented simi lar complaint and it was also 

published . 

Another editor al so recalls that a report she wrote sourcing a non government institution that 

refuted government's claim of economic growth was rejected because it depicted some flaws 

in the claim. Below is her perspective. 

When the government announced economic growth in the country, there were other vo ices that 

the economy didn ' t grow as the government c la imed. The case in point is rep0l1 of the Eth iopian 

Economic A ssociation . That report was not considered because it was contrary to government's 

claim. Don ' t forget that we are instructed by the government to pursue deve lopment journalism 

and that we are in government owned media. Even , some of our actions contradict w ith the 

editorial policy of EPA. 

They were asked if there are any directives written or verbal that restrict the journalist not to 

report critically. A senior reporter said the following. 

Neither a restriction is stipulated in the editorial policy of EPA nor is there such binding and 

formal directive . Our fear simp ly emanates from a long held fear in the government media 

operat ion . For instance, I kill some stores we rece ive from EN A that have the tone of promoting 

government officia ls than reporting the facts. Some of my co lleagues come to me and express 

the ir worries that the officia ls would be angry and call me to publish the story . Often the time I 

don ' t receive any call. 
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Some of the journalists attribute the reason why they don ' t be critical of government 

activ ities to lack of kno wledge and inattention while others attach it to a holdover of the 

previous tradition in the preceding systems. The most veteran journalist who has been 

working in Addis Zemen over the last 26 years has the following to say on thi s matter 

I think our major problem is lack of knowledge on development reporting. We are not fully aware 

of what development reporting is about and we don 't try to write comprehensive stories on 

development. We print freq uently repol1s of government executi ves and rarely include different 

voices. A given development project invo lves a number of actors like experts, engineers, 

beneficiaries and government agencies . It needs to involve in a story all the actors. They may have 

opposite views to what officials claim. But we don 't do that. The reason in my opinion is lack 

commitment. 

Commitment is a very essential value in development journalism. Edeani (1993: 132) 

strongly emphasizes that a ' deve lopment journalist' is: 

The real profess ional whose body and sou! strongly committed to the ideals of development 

journalism in all its facets and the interests of the generality of the people whose own initiatives 

and ideas on development are given full reign in news stories and commentaries. He or she uses 

all opportunities at his/her disposal to cover development news on a regular basis and wi th 

devotion and a high sense of professional responsibility. He or she has a knack for seeing good 

sol id deve lopment news stories where some other journalists are incapable of seeing any. No 

wonder that the development journalist is now and then one of the best known investigative 

journalists around. In other words, he or she is adept in investigat ive journalism. 

With regard to the holdover of the past tradition a young journalist in a position of senior 

editor said there is a gap of generation. The young ones boldly embark on exposing 

malpractices in government or private sector while the old journalists are shying away from 

being critical. He claims he has produced many critical reports on bad practices of some 

institutions in implementing government polices 4Sbut faced no trouble. 

There are people who have been here for qu ite a long time. These journalists don ' t want to touch 

someth ing critical. There is a holdover in their mind and they always try to take the safe side. On 

the contrary there is a new blood who boldly wants to be critical of wrongdoings. Some people are 

now telling us that the newspaper has started to improve because it is attempting to do away with 

the old tradition of se lf censorship and safe reporting. The old way is not useful either for 

government or the public. 

51 



4.2 Journalistic independence 

By journalistic independence here it is meant freedom from external influences such as 

goverrunent and market. Obviously state media is run by public fund. It is not a property of 

government in power, though the perception by the journalists in Addis Zemen is that the 

government owns media and they are part and parcel of goverrunent themselves . They also 

call themselves government journalists. Moreover, some of them consider the newspaper as 

one of goverrullent policy implementers. This notion seems to have been grounded in the 

editorial policy of EPA when it states "explaining laws up on which the goverrllllent of the 

country is founded, decrees and policies issued by the goverrllllent and activities it 

undertakes" as one of the objectives of the Agency publications. (EPA Editorial Policy, 2003: 

7) It may be from this background that the editor-in-chief of Addis Zemen said: "We are part 

and parcel of the executive" . The intimacy of media to goverrunent is so strong not only in 

terms of reporting goverrllllent activities but also in terms of deriving media plan from 

government plans. This is described in the words of one of the deputy editors-in-chief of 

Addis Zemen. 

Basica lly our plan is derived from government's plans. For instance, the head of the nation (the 

president) announces every year on the resumption of the two Houses annual joint session major 

plans of the governm ent in the year. That plan is one springboard which hierarchically comes 

down to us. We try to report government plan and performances underway 

The worse scenario is direct interference of government agencies in the editorial matter 

of the newspaper. Another senior journalist in the position of deputy editor-in-chief said 

that direct instructions come to the newsroom from goverrunent bodies and the 

newspaper is not independent to act freely. 

I am in charge of the news section . I don 't have the authority to decide on front page stories. 

Som eone ca lls me from the Prime Minister Office and instructs me to wait for a story that comes 

from that office. Some one calls me from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and instructs me to wait 

for a story that comes from that ministry . Some one also calls me from the Office of Government 

Communication Affa irs and I wait for a story to come to me . I personally protested against such 

orders and I was fmally told that the chief editor determines wh ich story to carry in the front page 

and which to leave out. I was told to obey the rule. Other columns have relative fi'eedom 

compared with the news section . 

We have to have editorial independence. We should st ick to professional standards. Even you 

don't need an editorial policy once you decided to act professionally. Our bas is must be 

52 



professional principles. If we are detennined to realize the principles we will serve the nation and 

the governm ent in office. 

Another editor also reflected that Addis Zemen is not enjoying editorial freedom as it 

fo llows government foot steps in all its activities. 

I think, the bad side of deve lopment journalism is when a government owns a media. Addis 

Zemen is a government media. We fo llow foot steps of the government to report development 

activit ies. Priorities are g iven to government agendas. Therefore, the government maneuvers the 

paper like any government owned media. 

The challenge with respect to independence in Addis Zemen is not only the issue of 

prioritizing government in the platming and reporting. There are also influences from 

some organizations that need publicity. They may be government agencies or NGOs or 

private enterprises according to informants. In the interviews and group di scussions the 

researcher made with the journalists all of them told him that they usually go to fields 

sponsored by organizations who want media coverage. As a member of EPA the 

researcher is also aware of this fact. All the journalists agree that accepting any 

incentive from the subjects they cover risks their independence and ethics. One of the 

deputy editors-in-chief explains this reality as follows. 

Actually organ izations that take us to regions are smal1 enough. They sponsor your expense of 

some days and want you to focus only on their good sides. Logistics and per dime is covered by 

the organizations and they take you only to their operat ion areas. You don' t have the chance to 

look around and see some gaps in the development projects. You may wri te some travel stories 

for your paper. That is an asset. Otherwise, you work for the organization who sponsored your 

travel. It comprises your independence. 

4.3 Striking a balance between reports of success and failure 

Essentia lly the distinguishing feature of development journalism is its promotional 

function. As a pro development genre of journalism it encourages good practices and 

innovations for replication and further progress of a society. Success stories can be used 

as source of inspiration. Achievements can be emulated and lessons can be learned 

from challenges encountered the achievers on their way to success. One will not, 

however, lose sight of inadequacies and inefficiencies while reporting success. It is 

expected that a reasonable balance should be made between the success-failure stories. 

There is no always a leveled path in every success. Some journalists in Addis Zemen 
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feel that they report success stories as a rule not because they are restricted to expose 

shortcomings but simply because of negligence. They say they do not dare it. 

" We usually report success stories. We don ' t dig out the potential gaps in the success and 

behind. Even we don ' t attempt to see the success from another dimension, not because we are 

restricted to do so. It is simply laziness and negligence of journalists in my opinion". 

However another journalist who is a senior editor doesn't accept this position that they 

don ' t report failures because journalists are negligent. 

We focus on success stories. We do what we are instructed to do. For instance, during election 

times like this, we are instructed to focliS on success stories. We don't look for issues ourselves. 

For instance we don ' t look into prob lems and corruptions behind fertilizer supply; we don't try to 

find out why some farmers remained poor while others succeeded to win awards at national level. 

We don 't investigate facts behind the screen. We know from experience, the governm ent wants 

melody of success; not failure. Therefore, I don 't th ink we are lazy. It is not because we are 

inefficient; it is because we are told to focus on success by our editors. 

Editor- in-chief of Addis Zemen, also admits that hi s paper focuses on success stories. 

However, he speaks that failure stories are also covered 

We mostly focus on success stories and extensively cover them. The success may be success of 

policies in place or individual efforts in making a difference or a combination of indi vidual efforts 

and po licy environment. We have covered a number of individuals who have improved their lives 

as a result of the efforts they had exerted to change their situations. We recogn ize them to 

motivate others to follow suit. The limitation we have here is that we don't plan these success 

act ivities ahead of time. We do them causally. The issue of reporting success story is written in 

our editorial policy. But it does not limit us to notice fail ures. 

As you know as there is a success story there is also a fai lure story. As identifying fai lures would 

help to lead to success we are not confined to reporting successes. We also report failures in a 

constructive way. But we don 't magnify failures. 

All the informants similarly agree that they focus on reporting success stories. Some of them 

are of the opinion that since they are government JOLlrnali sts and prioritize government 

activities in their stories; it is of no use to report limitations of government. The rationale is 

that the goverrunent encourages only success issues, according to these informants. 

Moreover, they complain that there is no enabling institutional environment to encourage 

seri oLls expose ' . Yet, while others agree that conducive institutional environment is lacking, 
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they don ' t accept the view that the government wants only success stories. They believe 

rather that journali sts are guided by the philosophy of safe reporting they developed overtime. 

4.4 People at the center 

As discussed earlier many scholars stress that development reporting should have people at 

the center. In other words, development journalism is not retelling official accounts and 

making news out of government handouts. It needs to verifY such reports and include 

reflections of the people and independent voices. However, all infOimants of this study 

commonly agree on one point-that their reporting is government centered than people. They 

attribute the reason to their use of government agencies as main sources of information. They 

provide different justifications for their habit of government prioritization in sourcing. The 

main reason they mentioned is that government is the owner of the media and that they have 

to serve the owner first. "So long as government administers the media, the media operates in 

the interest of the owner", they argued. Some of them reasoned out that they cover daily 

events and as long as the events are dominantly organized by government sources, inevitably 

government voice is also dominant in the stories. Others said because Addis Zemen is a daily 

paper there is no time to gather information from different sources to include other voices. 

Still others related the reason of government dominance in their stories to the concentration 

of their story ideas on current issues. According to one of the reporters: 

The basis for story ideas is current issues. Hot issues in pol itical , social and economic areas are 

given due attention by the incumbent are our focus areas. We also focus on government 

institutions. We don 't as such extensively cover private institution s. The management considers 

extensive coverage of private institutions as promotional j ob or advert izing. 

Desp ite the fact that the government encourages private in vestment, if one plan s on certain private 

finn , the management considers it as an arrangement made bet\veen the fi rm and the journalist to 

get some benefit out of the report ing. 

A reporter who has joined Addis Zemen recently said she is usually assigned to cover 

government organizations and feel her stories are mostly about government activities. But she 

sa id there are some improvements now. 

In fact I frequently cover governm ent act ivities, institutiona l activities. Yes, by default 

governm ent is magnified while your main source of story becomes governm ent agencies. 

Recently we have made a shi ft particularly in the stories we plan as a project ass ignment. We have 
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started to magnify public voices in our stories. We are trying to include beneficiaries and other 

stakeholders afte r the imp lementation of BPR. 

However, a deputy editor-in-chief in charge of news section said BPR has not changed 

the tradition of government dominance in the stories. 

" Government sources are very dominant even now after BPR was launched, They are 

not only major sources of information but also they are always in the leads and 

headlines", 

Another journali st who holds the same title as the one commented on BPR said that the 

newspaper's activities are strongly ti ed with government and that the journalists need to 

understand the obligation of serving the public , 

We take as a basis government's development directions to report development issues. The 

journalists are work ing along side the policy of the government to speedup deve lopment acti vities. 

With regard to involving the soc iety sections in our repol1s, I think we are not do ing enough. We 

need to improve in this respect with the change of attitude of the journalists that the newspaper is 

a pub lic media which is meant to serve the public, We can do th is by upgrad ing our capacity in 

deve lopment journalism, lourna lists shou ld also understand that the paper we are work ing for is a 

public paper. There are activities that attempt to make our reporting participatory. yet, they have 

to be deve loped fUJ1her. 

4.5 Rural-grassroots coverage 

One of the characteristics of development journalism according to Banda (2006) is its focus 

on the rural or the remotest areas, Journalism educator Shelton Gunaratine also describes 

deve lopment journalism as an integral part of: 

A new journalism that invo lves ana lytical interpretation, subtle investigat ion, constrictive 

crit icism and sincere association wi th the grassroots, rather than, by journal istic conventions, with 

the el ites ... Deve lopment journalism is not compatible with either the ' libertarian concept ' which 

defines th e function of mass med ia as provid ing information and entertainment; or the 

'authoritarian concept' which stifl es criticism of politica l mach inery and the officials in power, 

and imposes a top-down approach to prob lem solving" (c ited in Loo, 2009: 5) 

The Ethiopian government also pursues a policy of Agriculture Led Industrialization 

that puts much emphasis on rural development as that is meant the engine which 

ultimately gears to industrialization, With thi s in mind Addis Zemen journali sts were 

asked how often they plan to go to fields to cover rural areas with the aim of invo lving 
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the grassroots. All responded that they don' t plan to go to fields. The reason they 

provide is that the media organization (EPA) is currently in budge deficit and wouldn ' t 

allow them to go to regions. They were also asked if they ever presented a proposal to 

cover some areas in the regions and their proposal was rejected. None of them said they 

had attempted so recently. 

Actually OJ doesn' t focus on the elite and the advantaged metropolitans. It strives to spark 

light on the marginalized, the poor and the disenfranchised. DJ according to Loo (2009) 

needs immersive reporting from experiencing the life of the people. As P. Saintah, Rural 

Affairs editor of The Hindu puts it 'If you have not been in the hut that has no electric power, 

not a single bulb, how will you understand why the children in that home can never do well 

in studies? It's not merely important to "see" the hut, but to be there when there is no power. 

I think it is a bit fraudulent to write knowingly about their lives if you have never done so.' 

(Loo,2009:28). 

"Development journalism compnses the reporting on ideas, programmes, activities and 

events, which are related to an improvement of the living standard , mainly in the 

rural regions." (Ibid) 

Though Addis Zemen journalists don ' t attempt to plan to cover regions they all believe that 

they should have covered regions as a national daily. A representative view was expressed by 

one editor as follows: 

Basically, I believe Addis Zemen is a national paper. It is not Add is Ababa newspaper. Hence, it 

shou ld cover all parts of Ethiopia. Practically, however, it is Addis centered paper. Actually, we 

cover regions through news we receive from ENA. The news stories are of course informational, 

they are development information but they are one sided reports which reflect what different 

government agents said . Whether these news stories represent development journalism is a 

question . I can say we don ' t cover regions purposely, with the goal of bringing about certain 

impacts. 
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4.6 Continuity 

It has been repeatedly noted in the preceding sections that development journalism is 

concerned with social transformation. Consequently, it is not satisfied with a one moment 

reporting. In other words, it is not an event oriented undertaking; instead it is a process 

oriented journalism that engages in follow-up reporting to ascertain the impact and progress 

of deve lopment activities. The emphasis in developmental journalism is not 011 what happens 

at a particular moment or on a given day but on what is happening over time. (Muniruddin 

2005:2 18) 

Addis Zemen journalists were asked how often they produce fo llow-up stories once they 

covered a development project. All answered al ike that they don' t produce follow-up stories. 

They have a number of reasons for not doing so. The following is what one of the deputy 

editors-in-chief answered. 

Here we are weak in doing follow up reports. There are tow reasons for th is. One is. the challenge 

from information sources. People who are supposed to give infonnation to media don't like to give 

you information. There is a big problem in our country to access information. A source which we 

had covered sometime ago denies us information when we try to write a follow-up story the 

second time. Let me tell you a typ ical example. Recently we wrote a story on drug smugglers who 

try to make Ethiop ia a transitory po in t. We interviewed Bole Customs, Federal Police and Addis 

Ababa Po lice about the issue. After sometime we wanted to see the progress in that pm1icular area 

and called an officer with in the Federal Pol ice Comm ission. The officer impatiently told me how [ 

was trying to make the newspaper so boring writing now and again about one issue . I told him 

that the problem I was ta lking about was something encountered daily and that [ wanted to see 

some progress. He finally turned furious and tried to threaten me; asked me my phone number as 

if I had a hidden agenda on the issue. He warned me not to make any ca ll again unless the police 

wanted me to give a press statement. 

The second problem is lack of commiunent from our side to do follow-up jobs. We always run 

after new proj ects and incidents. We don't try to re late issues we had covered with current 

scenari o and see new developments achieved. 

Another deputy reporter said the fo llowing concerning the same issue. 

We know that we exert some impact when we report crit ically. We believe we wou ld urge 

concerned bodies to take some measures and correct the mistakes we identified via our reports. 

But to my knowledge we haven't done follow up works. [ think it is inattention from our side. We 

are looking after new proj ects in stead of hammering on one issue. I understand it is one of our 

limilat ions in doing development journalism 
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A reporter who said she feel s editors don ' t like to revisit a story covered in the recent past 

said "Sometimes when you present a story idea; unit coordinators reject it on the ground that 

it was covered sometime in the past. We look for new areas. Even the journalist refrains from 

proposing areas he knows has been covered recently for fear that it would be rejected". 

4.7 Factors affecting developmental reporting in Addis Zemen in the eyes 

of journalists 

Journali sts were asked (0 reflect on factors affecting the undertaking of development 

reporting in the news room. They have identified a number of issues among which the 

following are the major ones. 

4.7.1 Internal factors 

Internal factors are divided into two types. One is relating to institutional incapability to 

create enabling environment for journalistic undertaking. The other factor relates journalists' 
habit, fear and lack of inspiration and zeal for their profession. 

4.7.1.1 Institutional 

Institutional factors that the journalists raised as sign ificant concerns are the fo ll owing. 

4.7.1.1.1 Exclusive planning 

The journalists have great concern over the planning procedure. They said they rarely plan 

their stores and are consulted to have inputs in the plan. The plan is prepared either by the 

editorial team together or by the news section coordinator and distributed to them. Some of 

them even complained that proposals they presented for approval would be given to some 

body and they take another in return and that it leads them to lose interest in the project they 

are assigned to. The underlying reason according to the repo11ers is the attempt of bosses to 

avoid any preplanned attachment with sources of information 
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4.7.1. 1. 2 Lack of incentive 

Lack of incentive for the efforts the journalists exert is another cause of poor performance 

accord ing to the informants. There is no institutional mechanism to reward journali sts who 

demonstrate excellence in the repolting. By incentive they don't mean only finance but also 

education, certificate or short training that wo uld boost moral of those who perform well. As 

a result the journalists are not encouraged to do excellent job. They consider the job as a daily 

ro utine and discharge it with less enthusiasm. 

4.7. 1.1. 3 Lack of facilities 

Many of the journali sts complained that basic office equipment and IT fac ilities are lacking in 

Addis Zemen. Line telephones, computers, recorders are limited and cell phones are not 

provided for them at all. They noted that often the time they use their personal cell phones to 

contact sources and that it is unaffordable for them given the unrewarding salary they earn. 

4.7.1.1.4 Insufficien t training 

On job training is another subject of concern for journalists not to do development reporting 

adequately . However, the editor- in-chief of Addis Zemen said the journalists are given 

training occasionally on DJ in a package of training prepared on government po licies. He also 

admits that journalists need intensive training and updating on the subject. Even though many 

of the journalists told the researcher they had taken OJ some years back as a course, they said 

they didn't receive any formal training ever since. 

4.7.2. Individual limitations 

Major factors considered as individuals' defic iency in practicing development journalism in 

Addis Zemen are the following. 

4.7. 2.1 Self-censorship 

As discussed earlier, self-censoring is very ramapnt in Addis Zemen. Some young editors 

view that thi s habit is retained invariably by old journalists as a legacy of the past systems­

that issues relating to government are sacred or taboo. Those who maintain this view clai med 

they da re to critica lly write on shortcomings of government . The only limitation according to 

the young jOlU'nalists who joined Addis Zemen in the recent years is lack of experi ence and 

inadequate knowledge about development reporting. However, the senior journalists spoke 
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from experience that they faced pressure when they wrote some thing critical. The pressure is 

both internal and external. Some of the cab journalists who joined the newsroom just 

recent ly, however, consider self-censorship as a house tradition and would like to follow the 

suit of veteran journalists. 

4.7.2.2 Lack of commitment 

"Commitment goes with purpose. Why do you labor if you don ' t have something to 

achieve?" said one of the reporters in Addis Zemen. He said he wouldn't expect any change 

in life being a member of the newsroom. Accord ing to this reporter there must be 

inspirational atmosphere to evoke commitment. "The working envirolU11ent is always dull; no 

progress at all. I am underpaid and impoverished. Why should J bother about critical 

reporting when it has nothing to contribute to my career or my salary?" he said. In the 

discussions made with the journalists, most of them explained that commitment of journalists 

is below expectation due to the fact that rewarding or demoting mechanisms are not yet in 

place. As the media is guided by the civil service regulation of the country there is no 

motivational mechanism for journalists who would like to commit themselves. "Journalism is 

not passion nor is it a viltue in this country. You come to it by chance and live in it by 

chance. If the chance leaves you for ever in it you will remain impoverished all your life. 

Commitment must resu lt in change of your soul or life" said one senior journalist. 

4.7.2 External factors 

External factors that di scourage journali sts in development reporting according to data 

obtained are those factors related to access to information and unavailability database. 

4.7.2.1 Access to information 

One of the issues identified by Addis Zemen journalists as a big impediment to their 

journalistic activities is the unwi llingness of sources to release information. This is very 

serious in government organizations accord ing to the journalists. The organizations want to 

give out information only when they want publicity through their PR depaItments. Instead of 

providing information causally or regularl y they want to talk much when they are well 

prepared on issues that interest them; not necessarily in the interest of the media, according to 

informants. Experts are not also comfortable with media for fear that their bosses reprimand 

them or take some action against them, the journalists comment. Experts usually shy away 

from giving information or talk to journali sts because they believe that onl y PR officers are 
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enti tled to providing information. They relate thi s problem to proclamation No. 590/2008 of 

Freedom of the Mass Media and Access to Information that empowers PR officers to give 

public information than anybody else in the public sector. However, the PR officers have 

neither deep knowledge of issues nor do they provide organized data about the issues. 

4.7.2.2 Access to data 

Many journalists note the difficulty of fi nding well organized data in both government and 

non-government organizations. The problem is not only unavailability of data, according to 

the journalists. The difficulty is that the data are scattered in different offices and that they are 

referred to different persons to find out minor facts about the institutions they cover. They 

also noted that tracing documents and databases take time even when the appropriate persons 

and offices are identified. 
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CHAPTER FIVE 

Summary and Conclusion 

5.1 Summary 

The main objectives of this study were to examine how development journalism is practiced, 

what degree of efforts journalists are exerting and what factors are affecting their endeavors 

in undertaking development journalism in Addis Zemen newspaper. The study also touched 

up on relevant literature and highlighted some documents that provide for the philosophy of 

development journalism in Ethiopia. 

The techniques deployed in the exploration is entirely qualitative an in-depth interview with 

key informants, focus group discussion, observation and personal experience. 

The researcher feels responses obtained in in-depth interviews are sincere because the 

informants talked from the bottom of their hearts, their inner feelings , and perceptions. 

Intimacy of the researcher as a colleague with most of the informants was an advantage. The 

research revealed inadequacies in reporting development issues despite some promising 

attempts. Most of the journalists refer to themselves as government journalists and see 

themselves as part of the executive that implement governn1ent polices. One can imagine how 

this thinking impacts their professional independence. Even though there is no stated 

restriction in the editorial policy of EPA and other documents that issued by the incumbent, 

journalists don't dare to critically write on defects of development undertakings. They also 

don't assess impacts seriously. In general, development reporting is not being undertaken as 

the editorial policy stipulates and the government, the promoter of the development 

philosophy, desires. 

5.2 Conclusion 

The principal findings of the research are: 

• Generally most journalists have conceptual w1derstanding of development 

journalism but they don't exercise it courageously 

• Government is a dominant source, major handout provider and most heard in 

development reporting 
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• Many j ournalists consider themselves as government journalists 

• Journalists are highly self-censoring 

• Critical and investigative reporting is minimal 

• Most stories of DJ are Addis Ababa centered and rural grass roots and remote 

areas are neglected 

• Follow-up stories are negligible or nil to assess impact of development 

projects 

• Access to information sources is difficult 

• Institutional environmental is not enabling 

5.3 Way forward 

Nine years back Geberemedihin Simon observed (Print Media Journal No. I , 200 1:23-24) 

that Addis Zemen should have in place methods of news selection, story development and 

necessary equipment to receive news. In terms of editorial opinion also he suggested that the 

paper needs to revisit its practices. He noted that the newspaper was obsessed with the 

promotion of non critical, sometimes flattery opinions. 

"It is not uncommon that state owned media report about government' s plan, performance and 

other activities. But it is unfair to down play common place reali ties and praise government. It 

is not poss ible for the paper to ensure opinion leadership in this manner. It is poss ible to make 

analys is on government plans and performances based on the policy. Such an approach would 

involve the pub lic and enab le the government draw lessons from public participation and makes 

improvements. It seems that Addis Zemen is living in the past system of centralized top-down 

information flow may be due to limitation of capacity or some unknown factor". 

This observation was made almost a decade ago. The present study shows that the reality of 

nine years ago remained intact. Addis Zemen used to praise each and every deed of the, 

govenunents in power since its establishment. It continued with the same tradition hitherto . 

However, there are at least legal, philosophica l, and institutional grounds to break away 

from the old legacy. 
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Appendices 

1. Demographics of Informants 

No Title Sex Ex perience in years Ed ucation Field Remarks 
Addis Ze- Journalistic Non-journalistic 

men 

I Editor-in-chief M 12 12 5 BA Amharic lan-
guage & Lit-
erature 

2 Deputy Editor- F 3 9 - MA Amharic lan-
in-ch ief guage & Lit-

eratu re 
3 Deputy Editor- M 3 9 - Diploma Journalism & Prospective 

in-chief Communica- graduate in 
tion Education 

with BA 
4 Deputy Editor- M 3 15 - BA Journalism & 

in-ch ief Communica-
tion 

5 Senior editor F 15 15 - BA English Lan-
guage & Lit-
eratu re 

6 Sen ior editor F 2 and 112 2 and 1/2 - BA English Lan-
guage & Lit-
erature 

7 Senior editor M 26 26 - Diploma Amharic lan-
guage & Lit-
erature 

8 Editor F 12 12 - BA Amharic lan-
guage & Lit-
erature 

9 Editor M 7 3 - BA Amharic lan-
guage & Lit-
erature 

10 Senior reporter M 3 3 - BA Amharic lan-
guage & Lit-
erature 

I I Reporter F 5 months 5 months 12 BA Am haric lan-
guage & Lit-
eratu re 

12 Reporter F 5 months 3 and 1/2 - BA Journalism 
&Communi-
cation 

13 Reporter F 5 months 2 9 BA Amharic lan-
guage & Lit-
erature 

14 Reporter M 2 2 I BA English Lan-
guage & Lit-
erature 

15 Reporter F I 2 3 BA Amharic lan-
guage & Lit-
erature 
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2. Key interview questions for individual journalists 

1. How long have you been in Addis Zemen newspaper? 

2. Have you ever received any formal or on job journalism training? 

3. Have you undergone training in development journalism? 

4. Are you aware of the working philosophy of Addis Zemen? 

5. How do you understand development? 

6. How do you understand development journalism? 

7. How do you report development issues currently? 

8. How do you plan your stories on development issues? 

9. Where do you get story ideas for development issues? 

10. How do you choose sources for your development stories? 

11 . How serious you are in writing critically on shortcomings of development projects? 

12. How often do you go to fields outside Addis Ababa? 

13. Could you tell me any development stories that impressed you for arousing public 

discussion? 

14 . Could you tell me any expose' you or your colleagues have done recently? 

15. How often do you include grassroots level of the community in your stories? 

16. How often do you write investigative reporting? 

17. How much journalistic independence do you enjoy? 

18 . Could you tell me external pressure (if any) in journalistic exercise? 

19. Do you perceive yourself as a development reporter? 

20 . Who are your common sources in writing development stories? 

3. Discussion topics focus group discussion 

I. Is development journalism relevant for us? Why? 

2. What is development for you? 

3. What are the factors impeding yo u to report development issues critical ly? 

70 



4. What improvements do you suggest to undertake development reporting 

effectively? 

5. What should be done to minimize self-censorship? 
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