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Abstract
Media reportage on conflict contributes to the resolution or, to the contrary, escalation
of conflict. This study rooted on examining the media coverage of the Amhara — Qimant
conflict by relying on Addis Zemen, Reporter and Bekur. Based on the problem statement
and the reviewed literatures, this research developed the following three research
questions. How do the three newspapers portray causes of the conflict? How the three
newspapers do cover the news of the conflict from the ethical perspective? What does the
contribution of the three newspapers to flare or resolute the conflict looks like? The
research used qualitative research approach to interpret the news stories about the
conflict. The research was guided by the Framing Theory. Through the interpretations
made, it was found that the three newspapers’ source selection was inappropriate for its
complete dependency to government officials and ignorance to victims of armed conflicts,
eye witness, inhabitants, elders, religious fathers, and conflicting groups. Most of the
news stories were also found event based news stories that based on events such as press
conferences, government briefings, conferences and press releases. As a result, the three
newspapers’ interest to dig the truth and search of reality beyond from what is said from
different events was found too limited. The three newspapers conveyed the root cause of
the conflict as a vested interest of some armed groups with hidden agenda though noting
is said who these groups might be. This research also unveils that most of the news
stories of the three newspapers were contributing for peaceful resolution of the conflict.
In doing so, they focused on filling the communication gap between the two people,
stressing on the long lasting unity of the two brotherly and sisterly people, promoting
peaceful discussion among the public and isolating the groups with hidden agenda from
the public’s interest Furthermore, while the news stories of the three newspapers showed
limitations in seeking the truth, and giving balanced viewpoints of the conflicting parties,
they were all found ethical. The newspapers were ethical in terms of prioritizing

humanity, impartiality and minimizing harm.

Key words: Amhara — Qimant, Framing, Conflict reporting, Addis Zemen, Reporter,
Bekur
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CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION
1.1 Background of the Study

Ethiopia is a multi-ethnic country endowed with diversified cultures, languages and
religious practices. Historically, successive regimes in Ethiopia have implemented
different strategies in handling diversities (Dagnachew, 2018). Ethiopia has experienced a
unitary form of government under the monarchial and military regime until 1991. After
the decline of the military government, the country adopted language and ethnic based
federal form of government with the intention to respond to age old national questions. In
this connection, the 1994 adopted constitution article 46 sub article 2 stipulates; “States
shall be delimited on the basis of the settlement patterns, language, identity and consent
of the peoples concerned” (FDRE Constitution, 1995).

The constitution further declared federal form of government in accordance with ethnic-
based territories. The constitution declared the formation of the Federal Democratic
Republic of Ethiopia (FDRE) comprising nine regional states, though it is believed that
there are more than eighty ethnic and linguistic groups in the country. Article 47 of the
1994 FDRE Constitution stipulates that:

Member States of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia are the Following:
1) The State of Tigray
2) The State of Afar
3) The State of Amhara
4) The State of Oromia
5) The State of Somalia
6) The State of Benshangul/Gumuz
7) The State of the Southern Nations, Nationalities and Peoples
8) The State of the Gambela Peoples

9) The State of the Harari People (FDRE Constitution, 1995).

The federal government later added two chartered city administrations, namely Addis
Ababa City Administration and Dire Dawa City Administration by Proclamation No.
361/2003 and Proclamation No. 416/2004 respectively. We have also witnessed the
addition of the Sidma National Regional State as the tenth regional state of FDRE

recently.



In other words, there are some ethnic groups within the mainstream groups in whose
names the regional states are designated. One of such organizations is clearly observed in
the establishment of the Amhara National Regional State (ANRS; Belay, 2010)

This scenario paves the way to movements for the recognition of self-governance and
equal representation from the minority groups. The Qimant identity movement is one

amongst the other similar movements.

Although the Qimants were later recognized and guaranteed self-administration as a
special woreda nationality administration, the question of appropriateness of the
procedure and an interest to become a special zonal nationality administration remains an
outstanding conflict between the two sisterly peoples of Amhara and Qimant. The
conflict is still evident in a sporadic basis, where we have been witnessing destruction of

properties and loss of innocent civilians’ life now and then.

The media, as the voice to the voiceless and the source of credible information to the
audience, is expected to reflect the truth on the ground to its audiences. The media is
expected to implement the theoretical and practical ethical guides when reporting the
inter-ethnic conflict between the two warring parties in Amhara National Regional State.

According to Howard, (2008), the media in reporting conflict should focus on in
channeling communication, educating, confidence building, correcting misperceptions,
making reports humanistic, out letting emotions, identifying underlying interests,

encouraging a balance of power, solution building and consensus building.

However, from the two parties especially the Qimant Identity Committee have been
lauding their compliant about the unfairness of the media coverage of their problem in the

three media houses of the government and private ownerships.

The interview of Kes (Priest) Yirga Teshage, Qimant Democratic Party Central
Committee Member and Deputy Director for Public Relations, to LTV on 22 February,
2019 is a show case here. He said “We feel too sad to see the ignorance of media
institutions, human rights advocators and freedom fighters of the country even far beyond

the group which kills us.”



In a statement published on October 2, 2019, the ruling party in the region, Amhara
Democratic Party (ADP), also blamed different media institutions declaring that there are
different media institutions established for the very purpose of destabilizing people living

in the region.

Different researches need to be conducted scientifically on how the media have been
doing in covering conflicts so as to show its strengths and weakness. The findings of such
researches can be taken as primary outputs to improve their work, and hence, contribute
their best to the resolution of such conflicts in a peaceful way or at least, in a way that

minimizes damage.

The target newspapers of this research have been trying to cover the conflict so far.
However, their coverage hasn’t been well taken among the two peoples for its lack of
clarity and sidedness. Their reports frequently tended to blame the so called ‘some
destructive forces” which is ambiguous in its content and does not contribute to maintain

and restore peace.

This study aims to come with the truth of the conflict reporting that these newspapers
hadn’t done standing for the voiceless. The focus of this research, thus, is to assess the
coverage of the conflict among these two people relaying on Bekur, Addis Zemen and the

Reporter.
1.2 Statement of the problem

The conflict between Amhara and Qimant dates back to 2018. The turning point to the
conflict is when the Qimant people were left out to be counted as separate ethnic groups
(Qiments) by the 2007 Population and Housing Census (Belay, 2010; Zinabu, 2016). The
Qimant people started expressing their opposition of identity denial since then. This
period becomes the turning point to change the identity question held by few to the
majority. The question at this period had two focuses: right to identity recognition and

right to have self-rule/ self-administration.

The original self-administration claim of the Qimant people stretched across 100 and

more kebeles in the Gonder and the surrounding woredas in the region. In fact, the
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Qimant identity was recognized later on after a series of appeals which were lodged for
the House of Federation (HoF) and the regional administration (Belay, 2010; Zinabu,
2016).

Finally, as the HoF was investigating the Qimant identity question, the regional
administration reconsidered the matter and decided to guarantee the Qimant their unique
identity separate from the Amhara. So, out of the originally claimed Qimant self-
administration kebeles, the Amhara regional administration agreed to look into some 42
kebeles. The decision to grant the 42 kebeles administration was one that led to a conflict
in the area with members of the Qimant community claiming that it was way below what
the people deserve actually. They didn’t get it satisfactory since their ultimate goal was
securing a nationality zonal administration. This is the point that led to the conflict
between the Amhara and Qimant peoples especially in kebeles where people from the

two people are living together.

Conflict reporting has its own unique challenges and procedures that need to be strictly
followed uniquely from other regular trend reporting. According to (Pani, 2017) in
groups affected by conflict and human insecurity journalists face greater difficulties,
because opposing sides seek to control the media and the information can be censored or
unreliable. In addition frequently a reporter’s story on a conflict can be the only
information available to his audience. So how the reporter frames the conflict can bias the
audience in favor of one party, or one solution over another; it can intensify the conflict,
or cool it down (Pani, 2017).

The coverage of the Amhara Qimant conflict is not a different either. People from the
Amhara and Qimant sides have been lauding their compliant on different media
institution questioning the credibility and balance of the coverage of the conflict. As
stated on the background, the interview of Kes (Priest) Yirga Teshage, Qimant
Democratic Party Central Committee Member and Deputy Director for Public Relations,
to LTV on 22 February, 2019 is a show case here. He said “We feel too sad to see the
ignorance of media institutions, human rights advocators and freedom fighters of the

country even far beyond the group which kills us.”



In a statement published on October 2, 2019, the ruling party in the region, Amhara
Democratic Party (ADP), also blamed different media institutions declaring that there are
different media institutions established for the very purpose of destabilizing people living
in the region.

The media need research based feedback to play its important role of seeking the truth
and report it, figuring out the real scenario behind the conflict and thereby, contributing
to peaceful resolution of conflicts. Researches that show how media institutions covered
the conflict focusing on their selection of sources, ethicality of reports, efforts to seek the
truth, efforts to cover the conflict from the grassroots, efforts to give balanced view for
conflicting parties, efforts to contribute to peaceful resolution of the conflict help the
media to reassess their prior work regarding covering conflicts and improve for the

future.

In an effort to find out researches on conflict reporting, the researcher could find out
researches that focus on both the process of the identity inquisition and the conflict itself.
The focus of the research, however, is assessing how the media covered the conflict. Few

researches have also been found on the area of conflict reporting in the Ethiopian context.

In this regard, Mulatu (2017) conducted a research on the title: Ethiopian journalism from
self-censoring to silence: a case of reporting on internal conflict. The focus of his
research was investigating the reaction of journalists in reporting the internal conflicts
that have taken place from 2005 to 2013. The result showed that only a small number of
internal conflict stories were reported in the selected newspapers and journalists were
found to prefer refraining from reporting ethnic conflicts. This research is different from
my research for its wider coverage of different conflicts that have taken place over the
study period. Besides, the Amhara — Qimant conflict didn’t take place over that period

and thus, was not part of this research.

Similarly, Mulatu (2018) conducted a research on: Community Radio in Ethiopia: A
Discourse of Peace and Conflict Reporting. This research focused on showing how
community radio is a best platform in dealing with internal conflicts in particular and

social issues in general in the marginalized societies that are vulnerable to various social
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and political problems. This research is also basically different in its focus and the media

platforms relayed on from my research.

Addisu also conducted a similar research on the title “The Coverage of internal conflict
between Oromia and Somali regional states on Ethiopian media: Comparative study of
OBN and SRTV.” This study unveiled that reveals that the internal conflict reporting in
the selected media, specifically, OBN and SRTV was not only minimal in its number, but
also did not use the right source of the incident. This research, however, is different from

the current research in its media choice and the conflict itself.

This research has some differences compared to the previously conducted researches. On
one hand, the researches carried out before didn’t focus on how the media cover the
conflict, portrayal of causes, contribution of the media to either resolute or flare the
conflict and ethical considerations of conflict reporting. In other words, the theme of this
research is basically different from the previously conducted researches. Besides, the
media platforms selected for this research are different from the previously conducted
researches. This research focused on the print media comprising private, federal state
owned and regional state owned newspapers. Thus, this research is supposed to add
something new to fill or minimize the gaps seen on the previously conducted researches
by assessing the media coverage of the Amhara — Qimant conflict by focusing on Bekur,
Addis Zemen and Reporter newspapers.

1.3 Objectives of the research
1.3.1 General objective

The general objective of this research is to assess the news coverage of Qimant- Amhara
conflict, by focusing on Addis Zemen, Bekur and Reporter.

1.3.2. Specific objectives
This research has the following specific objectives.
1. To find out how the three newspapers portray the root causes of the conflict.

2. To asses where they have flared the conflict or contributed for peaceful resolution
of the conflict



3. To examine how the three media outlets covered the news of the conflict in an
ethical way

1.4 Research questions
This research raised and answered the following basic questions.

1. How do the three newspapers portray the root causes of the conflict?

2. What does the contribution of the three newspapers to flare or resolute the conflict
looks like?

3. How the three newspapers do cover the news of the conflict from the ethical
perspective?

1.5 Significance of the research

The researcher believes that the finding of this research will provide important
information about the coverage of the Amhara - Qimant conflict. The primary
beneficiaries of this study will be the media outlets under this study. The three
newspapers will get an important feedback on how they do in covering the conflict. The
finding will be an input for them to assess their limitations and strength, and hence
improve their future works on similar issues. The comparative analysis will also help

them to see how they fare in relation to the other contending media institutions.

Besides, the research will be an important input for policy makers working in the field of
media and conflict resolution. The research will have contribution for such policy makers
to deliver research based data that can be used for proper policy development.

Furthermore, the research is expected to play a pioneer role for other researchers who are
interested to conduct researches in the area. Different researches can be carried out in the

area and this research, thus, can be taken as in initiative for similar works.
1.6 Scope of the study

This study focused on assessing the media coverage of the Amhara- Qimant conflict
relaying on Bekur, Addis Zemen and Reporter. The study focused on finding out the root
causes, how the three newspapers cover the conflict and their contribution to either
resolute or flare the conflict.



Regarding to time frame, the researcher collected the news stories published from

September, 2018 to December 2019 have been retrieved for analysis.

Methodically, this study employed the qualitative research approach where the researcher
analyzed the reports of the three media houses on the coverage of the Amhara - Qimant
conflict.

1.7 Limitation of the study

This research has been challenged due to the outbreak of the Novel Corona virus, Covid-
19 in different ways. The situation made things difficult to freely move and collect,
search publications and contact people who have adequate information about the issue.

These limitations for free movement resulted in the dalliance of this research as well.

Moreover, this research focuses on the three newspapers, namely: Bekur, Addis Zemen
and Reporter. The finding would have been more inclusive if more media institutions

were added.
1.8. Organization of the study

This study is organized into five chapters. The first chapter deals with the Introduction:
background of the study, statement of the problem, objectives of the study, significance
of the study, the delimitations and limitation of the study. The second chapter presents a
review of relevant literatures as well as the appropriate theoretical framework. Chapter
three presents research design and methodology including the sources of data, the study
population, sample size and sampling technique, procedures of data collection, data
gathering tools, methodology of data analysis and ethical consideration. The fourth
chapter dealt with data presentation, analysis and interpretation. The final chapter

contains conclusions and recommendations of the study.



CHAPTER TWO: REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE
2.1. What is conflict?

There is no clear and all agreed definition given for conflict. As to Coser (1956), conflict
is a clash between hostile and opposing elements, ideas, or forces. When we say that
conflict exists, there should be at least two parts with opposing or polarized interests.
Coser (1956) further explained conflict as a struggle over values and claims to scarce
status, power and resources, in which the aims of the opponents are to neutralize, injure
and eliminate the other (Coser 1956).

The Heidelberg Institute for International Conflict Research HIIK (2005, p.2), on its turn

defines conflict as:

the clashing of interests (positional differences) on national values of some
duration and magnitude between, at least, two parties (organized groups, states,
groups of states, organizations) that are determined to pursue their interests and

win their cases.

On a different view, (Howard, 2004) viewed conflict as a situation where two or more
individuals or groups try to pursue goals or ambitions which they believe they cannot
share. With this view what makes conflict inevitable is the assumption of lack of peaceful

opportunities to share goals and ambitions.

Conflict i1s also defined from communication perspective as “an expressed struggle
between at least two interdependent parties who perceive incompatible goals, scarce
rewards and interference from other parties in achieving their goals (Hocker and Wilmot,
1985).

It is obvious that nature only supplies something, but it is at least not compatible with our
interests and demands amid the unlimited nature of human interest. Cognizant of the
unlimited demanding nature of humans, (Pani 2017, p.2) underscores the nature of
conflict as:



Conflict occurs when two or more parties (individuals or groups) believe that
their interests, goals or ambitions are incompatible, express hostile attitudes or
take action that damages other parties’ ability to pursue their interests. If the
involved parties manage their disagreement or their conflict peacefully and

constructively, conflict can be a positive process.

According to different scholars there is no clear boundary and demarcation where conflict
can happen. It occurs at all levels of human interaction — in homes, institutions, and
among groups (Pani, 2017; Coser, 1956). Conflict situations are inevitable in one’s

personal life, in organizations or even between nations (Omisore, 2014).

Conflict is also wrongly conceptualized with the presence of war and actions of violent
opposition. As a rule, people see only the observable aspect of conflict — angry words,
actions of opposition, etc. But this is only a small part of the conflict process. Although
the most recognizable conflict situation is war, all conflicts, to varying degrees, tend to
threaten group, local, national and/or international peace. To deal with conflict, we must
understand its nature and character, which implies an identification of the salient issues at

play and the adoption of appropriate methods (Omisore, 2014).
Howard, (2004, p.6) listed the enabling situations for conflict as:

Almost world-wide, it is predictable that conflict will arise where:

« Resources are scarce and not shared fairly, as in food, housing, jobs or land.
* There is little or no communication between the two groups.

* The groups have incorrect ideas and beliefs about each other.

« Unresolved grievances exist from the past.

« Power is unevenly distributed.
2.2. Ethnic conflict

Different scholars who wrote about ethnic conflict shred different views.
(Mohammadzadeh, 2016, p. 157) defined ethnic conflict as “any episode of sustained
violent conflict in which national, ethnic, and religious or other communal minorities

challenge governments to seek major changes in status.” For him ethnic conflict is the
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means minorities raise to challenge the government for major changes in administration,

equal opportunities and benefit.

Bekalu (n.d), on his turn underlines that ethnic conflict is a dispute between two or more
ethnic/tribal groups caused by the politicization of tribal identity by self-seeking
politicians (Bekalu, n.d). Similarly, (Dagnachew, 2018, pp. 71-72) defined ethnic conflict
as: “a conflict where the goals of at least one conflict party are defined in (exclusively)
ethnic terms, and in which the primary fault line of confrontation is one of ethnic
distinction”. He further elaborates that: It can be violent or non-violent, covert or overt.
Nonetheless, the conflict is an ethnic when: At least one of the conflict parties will
explain its dissatisfaction in ethnic terms — that is, one party to the conflict will claim that
its distinct ethnic identity is the reason why its members cannot realize their interest, why
they do not have the same rights, or why their claims are not satisfied. Thus ethnic
conflicts are a form of group conflict in which at least one of the parties interprets the
conflict, its causes and potential remedies along an actually existing or perceived

discriminating ethnic divide.

Ethnic conflict, however, is the result of feelings and sentiments in which members of a
particular group develop as they interact and compare their positions with other ethnic

groups (Dagnachew 2018:72).

Ethnicity results from interethnic relations, whenever two different groups or societies
come into contact and establish various modes of spatial, political-economic, cultural and
social relations. Throughout history, ethnic conflicts have long been a component of

international politics (Esman, 2004).

Different scholars forwarded different suggestions about the root causes of ethnic

conflict. Blagojevic (2013) as cited in (Abebaw, 2009) underscores that:

Ethnic conflict occurs when a particular set of factors and conditions converge: a
major structural crisis; presence of historical memories of inter-ethnic
grievances; institutional factors that promote ethnic intolerance; manipulation of

historical memories by political entrepreneurs to evoke emotions such as fear,
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resentment and hate toward the “other”; and an inter-ethnic competition over

resources and rights.

To the contrary, many politicians explain the causes of the conflicts through “ancient
hatreds,” feelings of hostility of one group towards another one based on past historical
experience. The past can influence the perception of the present, especially when political
situation of the present posit on past hostility. The argument is that people’s beliefs
depend on whom they trust, and so most often they adopt the ideas of their own ethnic
group using analogies to a current situation. Political elites can use analogies to attract

supporters to their side (Tepfenhart, 2013).

Apart from that, as to Rydgren, as cited in (Tepfenhart, 2013), memories are simplified,
and missing data are filled in with details that attempt to make sense of the present
events. Memories will reflect common ideas in the group. There is also a tendency to
glorify one’s own past, and omit the events that would not fit a positive image. This

process creates distortions that alter reality.

Tepfenhart (2013) by citing Michael Brown, the author of “Causes of Internal Conflict:
An Overview” identifies four major causes of ethnic conflict: weak states, political issues,

economic issues and cultural issues.

Weak governments can create conditions favorable to the emergence of ethnic conflicts.
Governments might become weak because of corruption, lack of aid, incompetence,
criminal organizations such as drug cartels, epidemics, and a flood of immigrants and
refugees (Tepfenhart, 2013).

The second major cause of ethnic conflict is related to the nature of the government. In
countries with democratic governments, people have equal representation in politics.
There is no place for discrimination and exclusionary ideologies. To the contrary, in
countries with authoritarian regimes, not all ethnic groups are treated similarly. When
oppression and discrimination are used by the government against one group, there is

little doubt that it will lead to internal conflict.
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Stating about the effect of economic crisis for ethnic conflict, Tepfenhart (2013 p, 91)
stated “Economic issues have the potential to increase tension between groups. High
unemployment, inflation, competition for resources, influx of immigrants, and
discriminatory policies towards one particular group provide conditions for violent

conflicts.”

The economic crisis creates instability, but also provides an opportunity for politicians to
use ethnic hatred under the pretext that they are working for the benefit of the group they

represent.

The sources referenced put it clear that the cause of ethnic conflict is not diversity.
Stating his conclusion about the causes of ethnic conflict, (Tepfenhart, 2013, p 96)

underscored it as:

In conclusion, ethnic conflict is not the result of diversity. Poverty and fear for
the future provides a fertile ground for ethnic conflict. Politicians (from the far
left and the far right) use scare tactics to achieve their personal goals. They are
the true instigators. They will try through all means, including propaganda in the
media, to rally people to their cause and to polarize the nation. As their message
succeeds, tension increases between groups, communication between the groups

fails, and fear dominates the minds of the people.

2.3. The concept of conflict reporting

The media are autonomous institutions in preserving democratic culture in a country,
where by, the culture of resolving conflicts in mutual and inclusive way become eminent.
Pani (2017, p.7) stated that:

Free and independent media plays an important role in preserving democratic
culture in a country. It contributes to forming public opinion and thus fulfills the
most crucial purpose of the society. Journalists are given special privileges and
opportunities for their research in order to then be able to properly accomplish
this purpose. Nevertheless, these advantages come with a great responsibility

against their future audience and in general, against the whole society. This
13



responsibility implies not only utter cautiousness when it comes to the matters of
an extreme delicacy such as conflicts or information about capital markets and
financial products but also the necessity of continuous advancement as a
professional.

Different authors suggested different ideas about conflict and the role the media should
play in covering it. However, the focuses of these works all share one similar point:
Professional journalists do not set out to reduce conflict. They seek to present accurate

and impartial news. But it is often through good reporting that conflict is reduced.

In doing so, at the very beginning, journalists should make sure that conflicting groups,
regardless of inequalities, have to believe they will be given attention if they meet the
other side in negotiations. Good journalism encourages negotiation because the reporting
is impartial and balanced. It gives attention to all sides. It encourages a balance of power

for the purpose of hearing grievances and seeking solutions (Howard, 2008).

If journalists want to make a difference in reporting on conflict, then it’s important for
them to think about it more broadly. So while it is true that conflict all too often leads to
violence, it should be clear that confrontations are not necessarily a given (Pani, 2017, p.
13). Stories of conflict are framed within binary categories of good vs. evil, or one ethnic
race against another, thus leading to an over simplification of issues (Harris (2004).

2.4. Journalism’s contribution to resolute conflict

Professional journalists do not set out to reduce conflict. They seek to present accurate

and impartial news. But it is often through good reporting that conflict is reduced.

Howard (2008, p 8-9) listed the following elements of conflict resolution that good

journalism can deliver, automatically, as part of its daily work:

Channeling communication: The news media is often the most important and trusted
channel of communication that exists between sides in a conflict. Sometimes the media is
used by one side to broadcast intimidating messages. But other times, the parties speak to
each other through the media or through specific journalists (Howard, 2008).
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Educating: Each side needs to know about the other side’s difficulty in moving towards
to reconciliation. Journalism which explores each side’s particular difficulties, such as its
politics or powerful interests can help educate the other side to avoid demands for
simplistic and immediate solutions (Howard, 2008).

Confidence-building: Lack of trust is a major factor contributing to conflict. The media
can reduce suspicion by digging into hot issues and revealing them so there are no secrets
to worry about. Good journalism can also present news that shows resolution is possible

by tipping examples from other places and by explaining local efforts at reconciliation.

Correcting misperceptions: By examining and reporting on the two sides’
misunderstanding of each other, the media encourages disputing sides to revise their

views and move closer to reducing conflict (Howard, 2008).

Making them human: Getting to know the other side, giving them names and faces, is

an essential step. This is why negotiators put the two sides in the same room.

Good journalism also does this by putting real people from the scenario in the story and

describing how the issue affects them (Howard, 2008).

Identifying underlying interests: In a conflict both sides need to understand the bottom-
line interests of the other. Good reporting does this by asking tough questions and
seeking out the real meaning of what leaders say. Good reporting also looks beyond the

leaders’ interests and seeks the larger groups’ interest.

Emotional outlet: In conflict resolution, there must be outlets for each side to express
their grievances or anger or they will explode in frustration and make things worse. The
media can provide important outlets by allowing both sides to speak. Many disputes can
be fought out in the media, instead of in the streets, and the conflict can be addressed
before it turns violent (Howard, 2008).

Framing the conflict: In a conflict, describing the problem in a different way may
reduce tension and launch negotiations. In good journalism, editors and reporters are

always looking for a different angle, an alternative view, a new insight of the situation
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which will still attract an audience to the same story. Good journalism can help reframe
conflicts for the two sides (Howard, 2008).

Face-saving, consensus-building: When two parties try to resolve a conflict they must
calm the fears of their supporters. By reporting what they say, the media allows leaders in
a conflict to conduct face-saving and consensus-building, even reaching to refugees and

exiles in far-away places (Howard, 2008).

Solution-building: In a conflict, both sides must eventually present specific proposals to
respond to grievances. On a daily basis, good reporting does this by asking the disputing
parties for their solutions instead of just repeating their rhetoric of grievances. Good
journalism is a constant process of seeking solutions (Howard, 2008, p 8-9)

2.5. Ethical consideration of conflict reporting

Ethics is one of the most important professional values in every profession. According to
Baker and Perkins (2003), ethics is fundamental values that are a precondition for
societies to function. Like any other professions, media and journalism has got its own

ethical considerations.

Media ethics is concerned with the obligations of professional communicators for social
and individual responsibility. It considers the impact on individuals and on societies of
mediated messages (media content), corporate media business practices, and the actions

of individual media practitioners (Baker and Perkins, 2003).

The realm of international media ethics is not easily defined, due in part to practical and
philosophical relationships between law and ethics; differences in cultural expectations
about ethical behavior, etiquette, morals, taste, and aesthetics; and each country or

region's vein, about the appropriate role of the press.

Another essential point in taking about media ethics is the relationship between media

ethics and media law. Media law and media ethics are two different concepts. While law,

often is based in accepted moral rules or conduct, the focus of media ethics is different

from that of media law. Law establishes rules for behavior that must be adhered to on the

threat of government or civil sanction or opprobrium. Ethics constrains or inspires
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behavior establishing principles and standards that ought to be adhered to because they

are the right thing to do.

Different books put different ethical standards for the media, however, the most
commonly used are the lists put by Society of Professional Journalists. According to
Society of Professional Journalists (1996), seeking the truth and reporting it, minimizing
harm, acting independently and becoming accountable are the cornerstones of ethical

considerations of journalism.

As to the guideline, in seeking the truth and reporting it, the journalist should test the
accuracy of information from all sources and exercise care to avoid inadvertent error.
Deliberate distortion is never permissible. Besides, they need to diligently seek out
subjects of news stories to give them the opportunity to respond to allegations of wrong
doing. Identifying sources, questioning sources motive before promising anonymity,
avoiding distortion of images and photos, examining their own cultural values, avoiding
any type of stereotype, giving voice to the voiceless, supporting open exchange of views,
distinguishing news from advertising, and distinguishing between advocacy and news
reporting are among the important ethical consideration that underlay on seeking the truth

and report it (Society of Professional Journalists, 1996).

The second important journalistic ethical consideration in conflict reporting is
minimizing harm. Ethical journalists treat sources, subjects and colleagues as human
beings deserving of respect. Journalists should show compassion for those who may be
affected adversely by news coverage, use special sensitivity when dealing with children
and inexperienced sources or subjects, be sensitive when seeking or using interviews or
photographs of those affected by tragedy or grief, recognize that gathering and reporting
information may cause harm or discomfort, pursuit of the news is not a license for
arrogance. Besides, journalists need to recognize that private people have a greater right
to control information about themselves than do public officials and others who seek
power, influence or attention. Only an overriding public need can justify intrusion into
anyone’s privacy. They need to showgood taste, avoid pandering to lurid curiosity, be

cautious about identifying juvenile suspects or victims of sex crimes, be judicious about
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naming criminal suspects before the formal filing of charges, and balance a criminal
suspects fair trial rights with the public’s right to be informed.

Thirdly, acting independently is another important journalistic ethic in conflict reporting.
Journalists should be free of obligation to any interest other than the public’s right to
know. Thus, journalists should avoid conflicts of interest, real or perceived, remain free
of associations and activities that may compromise integrity or damage credibility, refuse
gifts, favors, fees, free travel and special treatment, and shun secondary employment,
political involvement, public office and service in community organizations if they
compromise journalistic integrity, disclose unavoidable conflicts, be vigilant and
courageous about holding those with power accountable, deny favored treatment to
advertisers and special interests and resist their pressure to influence news coverage, be

wary of sources offering information for favors or money; avoid bidding for news.

Becoming accountable is another journalistic ethics, according to the Society for
Professional Journalists. Journalists are accountable to their readers, listeners, viewers
and each other. Journalists should clarify and explain news coverage and invite dialogue
with the public over journalistic conduct, encourage the public to voice grievances
against the news media, admit mistakes and correct them promptly (Society of

Professional Journalists, 1996).

2.6. Conflicts in Ethiopia

History has it all that Ethiopia has passed through countless moments of intrastate and
interstate conflicts. These conflicts, and the wars caused by them have made the people
suffer from the consequences of the destruction and havoc. The nation is still suffering
from sporadic intrastate conflicts which are mostly caused by ethnic, religious, border

and resource rivalries in structurally divided regions and districts (Mulatu, 2017).

Ethiopia’s pre 1991 inter-ethnic conflict problems were rooted in the unjust social,
political, economic, cultural as well as religious inter-ethnic relations which resulted from
ethnic domination in the name of homogenous state formation. However, the post 1991
Ethiopian inter-ethnic relations are based on the policy of rectifying the unjust historical

relations that existed among the different ethnic groups (Teferi, 2012).
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The outbreak of internal conflicts and political violence in various parts of the country
has become frequent, especially after the coming to power of the new government in
1991 (Mulatu, 2017). Although the causes, nature, magnitude, and complexities of the
conflicts vary from region to region, all regional states in Ethiopia have been

experiencing some sort of violent ethnic conflicts (iDMC, 2009).

Due to all these incidents, for instance, Heidelberg Institute for International Conflict
Research (HIIK) listed Ethiopia among the first top five African countries where many
conflicts and serious tensions were registered, and most of which remained on a highly
violent level (HIIK, 2010).

The intra conflict hasn’t showed any form of improvement even after the reformist Prime
Minister Abiy come to power. The Institute for Security Studies /ISS/ (2019) noted that
even if Ethiopia’s political liberalization since April 2018 gave hope to many that the
country was moving towards a better future than its autocratic past, ethnic conflicts have
rocked in different parts of Ethiopia. As to ISS (2019), over a thousand people have died,
with close to three million displaced. Ethiopia had the highest number of internally
displaced people in the world in 2018 (ISS, 2019). ISS argues that the recent upswing in
ethnic violence is mainly due to a sharp rise in contending ethno-nationalisms in the

context of perceived party and state fragility, i.e., incoherence and brittleness (ISS, 2019).
2.7. The conflict between Amhara and Qimant

Ethiopia is a multi-ethnic state endowed with diversified culture, language, faith, religion
and long history of statehood. There were a number of cases of sporadic ethnic tension
and ethnic conflicts happening in the country. Among these conflicts is the conflict

between Amhara and Qimant in West Gondar of Amhara region.

The Qimant identity quest is believed to start after the declaration of the result of the
2007 Population and Housing Census, which stated as there is no Qimant Community
and labeled them as ‘others’. “Unfortunately, and to the disadvantage of the Qimant, by
the 2007 Population and Housing Census, they were not counted as a separate ethnic

group while it did count eighty five ethnic groups (Belay, 2010: 10).
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Belay (2010) states that the declaration of the result of the 2007 Population and Housing
Census accelerated the pace of the movement of the people. In May 2009, the movement
established ‘Provisional Committee of Qimant Identity and Self-Governance Claims

Council.
Zinabu (2016, p.42) by his turn stated that:

Qimant peoples movement for the right to recognition and self-administration is
started since the 2007 population and housing census. This is due to the fact that
the 2007 population and housing census has explicitly omitted/erase the name of
Qimant from the list of nations, nationalities and peoples of the country, and the
code which was given for Qimant peoples in former censuses and name of

"Qimant" is substituted by "others".

The committee raised the question of Qimant identity to the House of Federation. With
regard to the request of the Qimant community; the House of Federation started to study
the case through organized task force but; while the Hose was deliberating the result of
the research conducted by the task force; the Amhara regional state government officials
showed willingness to see the claim again and the House allowed them (Zinabu, 2016).

The regional state made its decision to address the question which was later opposed by
the committee for its failure to participate them. And this point marked for the conflict
between Amhara and Qimant people. The Qimant quest for autonomy has met with
hurdles from the regional government since 2007, and the contentions sometimes resulted
in violence (ISS, 2019)

When we come to the conflict that happen during the delimitation of this study, from
November 2018 onwards, different armed conflicts have taken place and claimed the
lives of civilians. According to Protection Cluster Ethiopia, the conflict re-emerged
starting in November 2018, between the Amhara and the Qimant communities which led

to displacements in the western and central parts of the Amhara region.

Protection Cluster Ethiopia (2009, p. 2) reported the scenario as:
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Conflict followed by displacement started in Western and Central parts of
Gondar around end of 2018 and the situation escalated in 2019. The root cause
of the conflict in 2018 was reported to be the Qimant community’s claim to
include three kebeles in Metema Woreda of West Gondar under the existing 69
Qimant kebeles. According to the various local authorities, claims of self-
determination began a few years back which eventually led to placing 69
kebeles under Qimant administration. The Qimant community again appealed to
the local government to be entitled to additional three kebeles namely Meqa,
Lynecha and Gubayetro. The three claimed kebeles are however allegedly
inhabited by both Amharas and Qimant community. The government has not yet
ruled in favor of this request which led to conflict that caused the current
displacement.
The COI also states that tensions between ethnic Qimant and Amhara in North
Gondar zone have been growing “since mid-2018 related to claims for self-
administration by ethnic Qimants”. Violence and displacement occurred particularly
since November 2018.
As to the COI report, between 5th and 8th December 2018 there were clashes
between ethnic Amhara and ethnic Qimant communities in Central Gondar zone of
Amhara regional state. The clashes “resulted in the burning of 480 houses and
displacement of scores of people”. Deadly clashes between Amhara ethnic group and
Qimant activists occurred in recent months in different parts of Amhara regional
state, where several people were killed (Xinhua, 20 December 2018).
Institute for Social Security /ISS/ (2019) also noted that a series of clashes between
Qimant activists and regional security forces led to the killing and jailing of hundreds
of people and destruction of property, including the burning of houses. Thousands

were displaced.
2.8. Overview of Studies Related to Conflict Reporting in Ethiopian media

Conflict studies are a burgeoning new field of academic research, reflecting the
persistence of communal disputes and violent confrontations in the postmodern

world. In the past decade or so, students of the Horn of Africa and of Ethiopia in
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particular, could not escape this new trend of conflict studies (Abbinik, 2016). In an
effort to assess some of the local researches on conflict reporting, the researcher has
found a handful of researches.

Mulatu (2017) conducted a research on the title: Ethiopian journalism from self-
censoring to silence: a case of reporting on internal conflict. The focus of his
research was investigating the reaction of journalists in reporting the internal
conflicts that have taken place from 2005 to 2013. The result showed that only a
small number of internal conflict stories were reported in the selected newspapers

and journalists were found to prefer refraining from reporting ethnic conflicts.

Addisu (2019) also conducted a similar research on the title “The Coverage of internal
conflict between Oromia and Somali regional states on Ethiopian media: Comparative
study of OBN and SRTV" as an MA thesis. This study unveiled that the internal conflict
reporting in the selected media, specifically, OBN and SRTV was not only minimal in its
number, but also did not use the right source of the incident. This research, however, is

different from the current research in its media choice and the conflict itself.

Similarly, Mulatu (2018) conducted a research on: Community Radio in Ethiopia: A
Discourse of Peace and Conflict Reporting. This research focused on showing how
community radio is a best platform in dealing with internal conflicts in particular and
social issues in general in the marginalized societies that are vulnerable to various social

and political problems.

Another MA thesis is conducted on the title: Analysis on media framing of ethnic conflict
in Ethiopia (from April 2- October 2, 2018): The Ethiopian herald and the Reporter
newspapers in focus by Getnet (2019). Annihilation, the attribution of responsibility,
incapability of government officials and law and order, crime and justice has been found
as conflict frames in this study. Besides, government offices were highly used as sources
by The Ethiopian Herald while The Reporter mostly uses victims, government officials
and academics so as to cross-check the credibility of the source. In general, the researches

conducted in the area of conflict reporting shows that, a lot is needed from the media to
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either minimize conditions that lead to conflict or contribute for the peaceful resolution of

intra conflicts.

Another research which is close to this research was conducted by Melkamu (2020) on
the title: The Framing of Interethnic Conflict: the case of the Amhara- Qimant Conflict in
Amhara and Tigrai Regional Television Companies. In relation to attribution, the
research unveiled that On ATV, half of the stories used government officials as a source,
while common people were the second most attributed source. Opinion leaders,
opposition parties, victims, and experts were rarely attributed. TTV, on its side, used
common people even more, with government officials ranked second, making up one-

fourth of the sources.

2.8. Framing Theory
Entman (1993; 2004), one of the founders and father of framing, defined the term as, the
process of culling a few elements of perceived reality and assembling a narrative that

highlights connections among them to promote a particular interpretation.

In his view, framing is a process which implies, first and foremost, selection and salience.
The verb ‘to frame’ is thus defined as: to select some aspects of a perceived reality and
make them more salient in a communicative text. Media framing accordingly points to
the way in which issues are selected and accentuated in and by the media. Entman (2004)
further elaborated the term as: Fully developed frames typically perform four functions:
problem definition, causal analysis, moral judgment, and remedy promotion (Entman,
1993, 2004). Framing works to shape and alter audience members’ interpretations and
preferences through priming. That is, frames introduce or raise the salience or apparent
importance of certain ideas, activating schemas that encourage target audiences to think,

feel, and decide in a particular way (Entman, 2007).

The framing and priming literatures suggest that all external influence over ‘what people
think’ derives from telling them ‘what to think about’. When the media shape what
people think about, they must logically influence what people think — i.e. their attitudes
as just defined. The influence of elites is crucial because elites monitor public attitudes

because they want people to behave in ways that favor or passively acquiesce in elite
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choices. Inducing people to think (and behave) as desired requires elites to select some
things to tell them about and others not to tell them, and embedding cues on how this
little narrative coheres with their prior attitudes and values. Since power is the ability to
get others to act as one wants and assuming coercion isn’t an option, exerting power to
affect behavior in a democracy requires framing — ‘telling people what to think about’ —

in order to influence the attitudes that shape their behavior (Entman, 2010)

The two most pertinent but often conflated senses of the term are content bias and
decision-making bias. Content bias refers to consistently slanted framing of mediated
communication that promotes the success of a specific interest, party or ideology in
competitions to control government power. To establish the existence of content biases,
we would have to demonstrate patterns of slant that regularly promote support for some
interests or actors who seek power — and disapproval of their opponents. To accord with
conventional (if under-theorized) usage of the term, scholars should employ the term
media bias only when research demonstrates that slant holds over time, and pervades the
most influential media outlets. Under this definition, biased content assists such entities
as political parties or interest groups in consistently persuading people to accept

interpretations helpful to the favored actor for some significant period.

The second common use of the term bias concerns decision-making: the influence of
journalists’ belief systems on the texts they produce. Critics suggest that reporters and
editors at the major media allow their personal ideologies to guide their news decisions.
Journalists themselves tend to deny such bias. For them, there is such thing in their work
as the only rely to the journalistic ethics. Yet every individual who thinks, every
organization that processes information, must employ short-cut decision rules. Call them
heuristics rather than biases, but in any case they help to ‘tame the information tide’. The
media’s decision making biases guide information processing by individual journalists

and, manifested as tacit norms and routines, by news organizations (Entman, 2010).

According to de Vreese (2005) Framing consists of distinct stages: frame-building,
frame-setting and individual and societal level consequences of framing de Vreese,

(2005) Frame-building is all about the factors that influence the structural qualities of
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news frames. Factors internal to journalism determine how journalists and news
organizations frame issues. Equally important, however, are factors external to
journalism. The frame-building process takes place in a continuous interaction between
journalists and elites and social movements. The outcomes of the frame building process

are the frames manifest in the text.

Frame-setting refers to the interaction between media frames and individuals’ prior
knowledge and predispositions. Frames in the news may affect learning, interpretation,
and evaluation of issues and events. This part of the framing process has been
investigated most elaborately, often with the goal to explore the extent to which and
under what circumstances audiences reflect and mirror frames made available to them in,

for example, the news.

The consequences of framing can be conceived on the individual and the societal level.
An individual level consequence may be altered attitudes about an issue based on
exposure to certain frames. On the societal level, frames may contribute to shaping social

level processes such as political socialization, decision-making, and collective actions.

Cappella and Jamieson as cited by de Vreese (2005) state that considering any production
feature of verbal or visual texts as a candidate for news frames is a too broad view. They
suggest four criteria that a frame must meet. First, a news frame must have identifiable
conceptual and linguistic characteristics. Second, it should be commonly observed in
journalistic practice. Third, it must be possible to distinguish the frame reliably from
other frames. Fourth, a frame must have representational validity (i.e. be recognized by

others) and not be merely a judgment of a researcher’s imagination

The most comprehensive empirical approach is offered by Tankard as cited by de Vreese,
(2005) who suggests a list of 11 framing mechanism or focal points for identifying and

measuring news frames:

1. Headlines
2. Subheads
3. Photos
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Photo captions
Leads
Source selection

Quotes selection

© N o o &

Pull quotes

9. Logos

10. Statistics and charts, and

11. Concluding statements and paragraphs

De Vreese (2005) identified two types of frames: Issue-specific news frames and generic
frames. Certain frames are pertinent only to specific topics or events. Such frames may be
labeled issue-specific frames. Issue specific frame provide details about the issue at hand.
In issue specific frame, the researcher can organize concept by highlighting different
frame terms and then identifying the larger frames through a process they called “frame
mapping” (Miller, Andsager, and Riechert, 1998). Issue-specific frames mean every issue
can have different issue-specific frames (Matthes, 2009). Other frames transcend
thematic limitations and can be identified in relation to different topics, some even over
time and in different cultural contexts. These frames can be labeled generic frames (de
Vreese, 2005). Using generic framing themes, Semetko and Valkenburg (2000) measured
five frames that have been prevalent in literature: conflict, attribution of responsibility,
economic, human interest, and morality. While issue-specific frames allow for “great
specificity and detail,” generic frames offer a systematic platform for comparison across

issues, frames, and topics (Kozman, 2017).

Coverage of the Amhara — Qimant conflicts is, as stated earlier, the focus of this research.
The thematic delimitation of this research is also assessing how the three newspapers
covered the conflict. Besides, the conflict frame was used in this research. Thus, this

research used the issue specific frame.

De Vreese 2005, citing Semetko and Valkenburg (2000), identified five news frames:
‘conflict’, ‘human interest’, ‘attribution of responsibility’, ‘morality’ and ‘economic

consequences’. The conflict frame emphasizes conflict between individuals, groups,

26



institutions or countries. The human interest frame brings a human face, an individual’s
story, or an emotional angle to the presentation of an event, issue or problem. The
responsibility frame presents an issue or problem in such a way as to attribute
responsibility for causing or solving to either the government or to an individual or
group. The morality frame interprets an event or issue in the context of religious tenets or
moral prescriptions. The economic consequences frame, finally, presents an event,
problem or issue in terms of the economic consequences it will have on an individual,
group, institution, region or country. This study focus on the media coverage of the
Ambhara - Qimant conflict and thus, the conflict frame will be used thoroughly. The issue
is already a specified one, that is conflict coverage and the focus of the research is to find
out the three newspapers coverage of the Amhara Qimant conflict was in line with the
principles of conflict reporting using different frames.

Entman (2010) emphasize that systematic coding of words and phrases should be part of
any comprehensive analysis of media frames. To them, the testing of inter coder
reliability is an essential feature of systematic framing research. The present study,
however, will rely to a greater degree on a qualitative approach, not least because a
detailed analysis of words and expressions is only moderately likely to identify the most

salient frames in the news stories of the three media houses.
2.8. Framing theory and conflict reporting

Mass media have long been considered to provide the primary framework through which
individuals experience and make sense of the society (Entman, 2004). In the world of
journalism the theory of framing finds strong roots in the principles of the theory of
mediation. This theory states that “media” have the role of a mediator between man and
society, between the outside world and the audience. Framing makes the mediation
process operational since it provides the properties, peculiarities and own ways to turn an
event into a news. Therefore, framing responds to the question on how this mediation is
accomplished between the fact and the audience, and how the making of information

content is made (Gavilan, 2016).
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Framing is evident in conflict reporting. Framing theory can help to understand the
influence of media on shaping public opinion and on social construction of reality
(Myant, 2019). As the public relies on media to learn about a conflict, media can
influence public opinion and nature of the debate related to the conflict resulting

influencing peace building process.

It is important to clarify that the role of mediators between reality and individuals is not
reduced to a simple transmission of messages, but it is important to consider that media
messages are created when making news. Media is not just a simple link, because in the
communicative process, it actually, has an influence on the logics and format of the
media over the contents. This means that when creating a new, the fact itself goes
through a process of filtration in order to become a new. As Walter Lippmann (1950) said
media transform the dimensions of events in informative products that pass through a

series of filters until they reach the audience”.

The way issues are framed in the news can have important implications for public
understanding and evaluation of issues, institutions and political actors. Wolfsfeld (2001)
also argues that media can play a destructive or constructive role in peace processes

according to which news frame that they adopt in conflict reporting.

Framing has been defined differently in different contexts. However, the following
definition by Entman (1993, pp. 52-53) best states the relationship between Framing and
conflict reporting.

“Frames have at least four locations in the communication process: the
communicator, the text, the receiver, and the culture. Communicators make
conscious or unconscious framing judgments in deciding what to say, guided by
frames (often called schemata) that organize their belief systems. The text
contains frames, which are manifested by the presence or absence of certain
keywords, stock phrases, stereotyped images, sources of information, and
sentences that provide thematically reinforcing clusters of facts or judgments.
The frames that guide the receiver's thinking and conclusion may or may not
reflect the frames in the text and the framing intention of the communicator. The
culture is the stock of commonly invoked frames; in fact, culture might be
defined as the empirically demonstrable set of common frames exhibited in the
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discourse and thinking of most people in a social grouping. Framing in all four
locations includes similar functions: selection and highlighting, and use of the
highlighted elements to construct an argument about problems and their
causation, evaluation, and/or solution.

The meaning of the events is given by the journalist through the news, because taken in
itself an event has no significance; it is the imposition of a frame of other ordered events
that allows recognition of facts and the attribution of significance (Tuchman 1978).
Through framing events are constructed, discourses are structured and meanings are

developed.

Conflict reporting uses a frame since it analyses a conflict and it includes: definition of a
problem, diagnosis of causes, moral judgment and the suggestion for its resolution
(Gavilan, 2011). Frame analysis is a way to investigate the coverage of conflict
(D’Angelo, 2002; McCombs & Ghanem, 2001).

Framing theory offers the basis for understanding how conflict is reported in newspapers
(Carpenter, 2007) because according to de Vreese (2005), a frame is an emphasis in
salience of various aspects of an issue such as conflict. Similarly, Entman (1993)
proposes that where framing is processed, the narration tends to focus on how the
problem is reported, how the causes are identified, what moral judgment is given, and
which solutions and remedies are suggested. These important concepts are the basic
question of this research. Thus, the interpretation made to answer the basic questions
focuses on finding out how framing has been used in portraying the root causes of the
conflict, the contribution of the media to either resolute the conflict or flare it and the

ethical conditions in reporting the conflict.
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CHAPTER THREE: RESEARCH METHODOLOGY AND DESIGN
3.1 Research methodology and design

3.1.1. Qualitative and quantitative research methodologies

There are two approaches to gathering research information for analysis that is, the
Positivist, which collects numbers for its data analysis and the Naturalist that uses words
to describe or analyze a particular group or situation carefully observe for a span of time.
Since the Positivist often measures how many, how often, to what percentage or
proportion, it is said to be using a Quantitative way of assembling its data whereas the
Naturalistic goes by its work by using the Qualitative, really appreciate meanings,
because, not all data can be represented in figures, for example, people‘s culture,
experiences, relationships, cannot be easily calculated, unless sometimes they are

specially coded.

Research using qualitative content analysis focuses on the characteristics of language as
communication with attention to the content or contextual meaning of the text.
Interpretation of text for implicit and explicit meaning is the primary goal. Hsiu & Sarah
(2005)

Zhang and Wildemuth (n.d) citing Mayring further defined qualitative content analysis as
“an approach of empirical, methodological controlled analysis of texts within their
context of communication, following content analytic rules and step by step models,
without rash quantification” (Zhang & Wildemuth, n.d: 25). This research, thus, used
qualitative content analysis method. The news stories of the three newspapers about the
conflict have qualitatively been analyzed. The sources of news stories, themes, portrayal
of causes of the conflict, contribution of the news stories to resolute or flare the conflict

and ethicality of their reporting has been emphasized in qualitative content analysis.
3.1.2. Research Design

According to Vaus (1999), Research design refers to the overall strategy chosen to
integrate the different components of a study in a coherent and logical way, thereby

ensuring that the work effectively addresses the research problem.
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This study employs qualitative content analysis design where the news stories of the three
newspapers on the conflict are qualitatively analyzed. The researcher analyzed the reports
of the three media houses on the coverage of the Amhara - Qimant conflict using
qualitative content analysis method, which is specifically called conventional content

analysis method.
3.2. Data sources and collection mechanisms

3.2.1. Sources of data

A scientific research requires information that need to be collected and analyzed, which is
called datum. The data is collected from secondary sources or primary sources, which
have their own importance to conduct a valid and reliable research according to the

nature of the study.
3.2.1.1 Secondary sources

Secondary sources of data are sources that give the researcher second hand information,
which is not directly gathered from informants. The information can be gathered from an
already readymade information sources such as books, periodicals, scientific papers
presented at workshops, symposiums, orders, policies, strategies and plans. This research
assessed and used the literary works that have already been disseminated about the issue
as a secondary data. The assessment made is used to give supportive datum to answer the
basic research questions raised. Research questions related to the contribution of the
media to resolute or flare conflict, and ethicality of the media in reporting the conflict
have been answered based both on the assessed literary works and the news stories
collected and analyzed. What has been advised and set as guideline by scholars about
these issues was used to evaluate the effectiveness of the news stories in implementing

the advices and the guidelines.
3.2.1.2. Primary sources

Primary source of data are sources where firsthand information is gathered directly from
the informants. The data which are gathered from primary sources is important because it

gives reliable information from the horse’s mouth. Information gathered through key
31



informant interview, focus group discussion, news stories and questioner is a primary
data. As to this research, the news stories of the three newspapers on the conflict were

used as primary sources of data.
3.2.2. Data collection mechanisms
3.2.2.1. Content retrieval

Content retrieval is used as data collection mechanism for this research. Since the focus
of the research is assessing the media coverage of the Amhara — Qimant conflict by
relying on Addis Zemen, Reporter and Bekur newspapers, the news stories of the three

newspapers is found to be an essential data for the research.

As stated earlier, the news stories reported about the Amhara — Qimant conflict by the
three newspapers from September, 2018 to December 2019 have been retrieved for
analysis. This time is selected because; it is under this time frame when an armed conflict
which claims the lives of innocent civilians and massive destruction of property took

place.

Luckily, all the three newspapers have official archives where they upload all their
products. Thus, the news stories that have been produced focusing on the Amhara -
Qimant conflict have been downloaded. A total of 41 stories (14 from Addis Zemen, 15
from Reporter and 12 from Bekur) have been retrieved. Since the study applies a
qualitative approach and the news stories about the issue have all been taken, the number
of stories picked from each medium is not necessarily equal. After retrieval, the media

products have been systematically analyzed using conventional content analysis method.

Besides, the researches and other literary works which are related to the Amhara —
Qimant conflict have been used as an important datum for the research. Thus, these

literary works have been used thoroughly in this research.
3.3. Samples and Sampling Techniques

Ethiopia has a number of media outlets that operate nationwide or in a specified area.
Taking the works of all these media outlets for research consumption is difficult due to
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the massive production each medium disseminate and unmanageable number of the

media outlets. Thus, it is important to select target media outlets as samples.

Purposive sampling (also known as judgment, selective or subjective sampling) is a
sampling technique in which researcher relies on his or her own judgment and decision

when choosing members of population to participate in the study.

Purposive sampling is one of the non-probability sampling methods and it occurs when
elements selected for the sample are chosen by the judgment of the researcher. In
purposive sampling personal judgment needs to be used to choose cases that help answer
research questions or achieve research objectives. The samples are chosen in a way to
answer research questions or prove proposed hypothesis.

Therefore, the three newspapers were purposively selected. Addis Zemen was selected
because it is a state owned newspaper with relatively wider coverage of distribution and
national representation. Bekur is the voice of the Amhara National Regional State where

the Amhara-Qimant conflict has happened.

Reporter is one of the private newspapers with relatively longer period of service and
wider coverage. These three media institutions are chosen in a sense that they can give a
complete image of the scenario.

It is important to note that the media produces massive volumes of text, sounds and
images. However for conceptual and more specifically for practical reasons therefore
content analysis must start with selection and narrowing down to the type of coverage to
be analyzed. Hence, the media products which focus on the Amhara- Qimant conflict
were selectively retrieved and analyzed. As to the time frame, the period from September,
2018 to December 2019 is purposively selected. This time is selected because, it is under
this time frame when an armed conflict which claims the lives of innocent civilians and

massive destruction of property took place.
3.4 Data analysis Tools and Techniques

Qualitative content analysis involves a process designed to condense raw data into
categories or themes based on valid inference and interpretation. However, the
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interference as well as the interpretation should be neutral and scientific. Zhang and
Wildemuth (2016)

Qualitative content analysis goes beyond merely counting words to examining language
intensely for the purpose of classifying large amounts of text into an efficient number of
categories that represent similar meanings (Weber, 1990 cited by Zhang and
Wildemuth).These categories can represent either explicit communication or inferred
communication. The goal of content analysis is “to provide knowledge and understanding
of the phenomenon under study” (Downe-Wamboldt, 1992, cited by Satu Elo & Helvi
Kynga's p. 314). In this article, qualitative content analysis is defined as a research
method for the subjective interpretation of the content of text data through the systematic

classification process of coding and identifying themes or patterns.

Hsieh & Shannon (2005) identified three different kinds of qualitative content analysis
methods. The first is conventional qualitative content analysis, in which coding
categories are derived directly from the raw data. Conventional content analysis is
generally used with a study design whose aim is to describe a phenomenon, in this case
the coverage of the Amhara — Qimant conflict of the three newspapers. This type of
design is usually appropriate when research literature on a phenomenon is limited.
Researchers avoid using preconceived categories Kondracki & Wellman, (2002), instead
allowing the categories and names for categories to flow from the data. The second
approach is directed content analysis, in which initial coding starts with a theory or
relevant research findings. The researcher allows themes to come out from the data while
analyzing and interpreting. The purpose of this approach usually is to validate or extend a
conceptual framework or theory. The third approach is summative content analysis,
which starts with the counting of words or manifest content, then extends the analysis to
include latent meanings and themes. This approach seems quantitative in the early stages,

but its goal is to explore the usage of the words/indicators in an inductive manner.

Taking the nature of the research, the reviewed literatures and collected data, this
research uses conventional content analysis method. The coding of the categories are
derived based on the contents of the raw data. The news stories are categorized and coded

based on the content they carried after collected. Conventional content analysis is an
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ideal analysis method to analyze a given phenomenon, and that is why it is found to be
important to be used to explore how the three newspapers reported the Amhara — Qimant

conflict.

This study is qualitative in nature. However, with an interest in showing the scope of the
stories and their nature, the study includes brief quantitative information. The quantitative
data include how many stories were reviewed, the sources of the news stores, events of

news stories and categorical coding of stories.

In this research, thus, the news stories from the three newspapers are expletory analyzed.
The conventional content analysis method is used to analyze the news stories of the
newspapers. As to Sarah & Shannon (2005), conventional qualitative content analysis is

an analysis method in which coding categories are derived directly from the raw data.

Conventional content analysis is generally used with a study design whose aim is to
explore a phenomenon, in this case the coverage of the Amhara - Qimant conflict among

the three newspapers.
3.5. Codes

To Saldana (1988), in qualitative inquiry, coding is using a word or short phrase that
symbolically assigns a summative, salient, essence- capturing and or evocative attribute
for a portion language-based or visual data (Saldana 1988: 3). This study came up with a
researcher generated construct that symbolizes or translates data and attributes meaning
to individual datum for purpose of pattern detection, categorization, among other

analytical processes.

Since this research used the conventional content analysis, one of the qualitative content
analysis methods which allows coding of categories based on the contents of the raw
data, the codes have been done based on the contents of the news stories by the
researcher. As clearly stated by Sarah & Shannon (2005) data analysis starts with reading
all data repeatedly to achieve immersion and obtain a sense of the whole as one would
read a novel. Then, data are read word by word to derive codes by first highlighting the

exact words from the text that appear to capture key thoughts or concepts. Next, the
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researcher approaches the text by making notes of his or her first impressions, thoughts,

and initial analysis. As this process continues, labels for codes emerge that are reflective

of more than one key thought. These often come directly from the text and are then

become the initial coding scheme. Codes then are sorted into categories based on how

different codes are related and linked.

Regarding this research, the researcher has passed through multiple stages of content

categorizations to ensure effective coding. The news stories have been read and read to

categorize them based on sub themes. Finally, the coding units to be used for this

research have been determined. The coding units to be used are theme, events of news

stories and sources of news stories. As to the theme, the researcher systematically

categorized the news stories under the following basic themes and sub themes.

A

B.

1.

Portrayal of root causes of the conflict

Vested interest of Anti-peace forces: news stories under this category blame ‘anti-
peace forces for the conflict between Amhara and Qimant.

Representatives of the Qimant Committee: news stories under this category
portray the Qimant Identity Committee for the conflict between the people as a
cause of the conflict.

TPLF: news stories under this category portray TPLF as the root cause of the

conflict

Conflict between the two ethnics: news stories under this category portray the

Ambhara and Qimant ethnics as the root cause of the conflict

Role of media to resolute/ flare the conflict
Focus on unity vs. focus on differences: news stories under this category focus on
either promoting the oneness of the two people, or to the contrary, their differences.
Promoting peaceful discussion vs. aggravating armed struggles: news stories under
this category stress either on the essence to peaceful discussion or, to the contrary

the need to fight and win in armed struggle.
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3. Avoiding blames Vs. Blaming the parties: news stories under this category focus on
either blaming one party while backing the counterfeit or, to the contrary, framing
the conflict as something which is not needed by the two parties.

4. Prioritizing humanity vs. ignorance of humanity: News stories which are
categorized here prioritize the need to ceasefire and protect the residents, or to the
contrary, focus on the essence of getting response for questions with even sacrifice.

C. Ethicality of the media

1. Balance: News stories under this category entertain balanced viewpoints of the
conflicting groups.

2. Seeking the truth: news stories under this category assess the reality from the
grassroots by looking beyond the words of officials.

3. Minimizing harm: News stories categorized here focus on minimizing the
tension.

4. Objectivity: News stories under this category didn’t incline to the subjective

interest of the media institutions or journalists.
3.6 Validity and reliability

To ensure validity and reliability, the researcher used primary and secondary data to
explore the media coverage of the Amhara — Qimant conflict. As to the primary sources
(news stories of the three newspapers about the conflict) the researcher passed through
multiple of filtration stages to collect all the news stories that focus on the Amhara —
Qimant conflict. Besides, the researcher assessed different literary works to ensure the

reliability of the findings.
3.6 Ethical consideration

The data used for this research is collected through content retrieval of the news stories of
the three newspapers about the conflict and assessment of literary works related to the
topic. Here, the news stories which have been reported on the issue over the delimited
period have all been retrieved and used for the interpretation. No news story has been

added or reduced intentionally.
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CHAPTER FOUR: DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS
4.1. Introduction

This chapter presents and discusses the data collected from primary and secondary
sources. As a research that focus on assessing how the media covered a conflict,
qualitative content analysis (the conventional content analysis method particularly) has
been used as a research method. Thus, this chapter will try to present the news stories
retrieved from the archives of the three media institutions and discuss these findings

qualitatively.

4.2. Scope of stories and their nature

As stated earlier, though this research is qualitative in nature, some quantitative data is
given with an interest in showing the scope of the stories and their nature, the study
includes brief quantitative information. This part, thus, aimed at giving general
information about the news stories gathered from the three newspapers. The quantitative
data include how many stories were reviewed, the sources of the news stores and events

of news stories.
4.2.1. Number of news stories about the conflict
Almost equal number of news stories was reported by the three newspapers

The three newspapers reported a total of 41 news stories about the conflict during this
research time frame. The number of news stories reported was found almost equal, with
Reporter reporting 15 news stories (36.5%), and Bekur reporting 12 news stories
(29.26%) while Addis Zemen reported 14 news stories (34.14%). This almost equal
reportage of news stories is found to be related to the fact that the three newspapers’
dependency to events to report on the conflict. As could be seen on the next part of the
discussion, the news stories of the three newspapers were found completely relaying on

events.

As a regional state’s voice, Bekur was expected to give due emphasis for the issue.

However, it reported the least news stories compared to the other two newspapers. This
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researcher argues that its refrainment is related to its ownership. Bekur is owned by
ANRS, the region where this conflict takes place. As a result, its coverage was restricted
to the conferences, official state stances, press conferences and press releases on the
conflict by the regional state. Thus, the newspaper restricted itself to such events, even

though its proximity gives the chance to cover the issue better than the others.

State owned media institutions loyalty to the state has been confirmed by different
scholars’ research works. Shemeles (2000) for example, found that: “journalists in the
state-owned print medium were then let loose to pursue their traditional function, which
they did with great vigor and dedication: praising and glorifying the government, at
times beyond reasonable proportions, and condemning and castigating actions of
previous governments as well as those of current political opponents of the regime in
power” (Shemeles, 2000, p.21).

Similarly, Skejerdal (2012) attributes polarization of the private media and state owned
media where the former tend to support oppositions while the later shows steady support
to the government (Skejerdal, 2012). Thus, we can conclude that Bekur’s proximity to
cover more news stories on the conflict is curbed due to its firm loyalty to the state (and

their official briefings) about the conflict.
4.2.2. Project news Vs. event based news
Most of the news stories were event based.

In media institutions we have two kinds of news stories; project news (planned news) and
event based news stories. Project news are planned news stories which are planned by the
reporter or the journalist and prepared in a detailed way. These kinds of stories require
exclusive interviews, gathering prior information and giving detail information on the
issue. Such news stories are more valuable than the event based ones since they can only

be available on that particular media institution.

Event based news stories are stories that came to the media institution through media
adversaries and which are also open to other interested media institutions. Press

conference, press release, conferences, government stances and exhibitions are event
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based stories. The media institutions are not expected to plan for the story instead they

simply go or receive the information and prepare the news story.

In this regard most of the news stories of the three newspapers were found to be event
based news stories, which have been prepared based on press releases, press conferences,

conferences and governmental briefings.

Eight of Addis Zemen’s news stories were reports taken from meetings, and press
conferences held by government officials about the conflict. The six exclusive interviews
were also interviews held with government officials following press conferences and

meetings about the conflict.

Similarly, thirteen news stories of Reporter were event based stories though three of them
tried to entertain the voices of residents about the conference or meeting. However,
although the reports tried to entertain the voices of residents’ anonymous sources such as
‘eye witnesses’, ‘sources close to the scenario’ and ‘residents close to the scenario’ have
been used. In journalism, it is obvious that use of anonymous sources weakens the
credibility of the information. Overall, comparatively, reporter was found better in trying

to entertain the voice of residents in their news stories.

Bekur’s eight stories on the conflict were event based stories that were taken from press
conferences and meetings. As a regional newspaper proximate to the conflicting bodies, it
was expected to produce massive project news exploiting what has been happening and
what has to be done from the grassroots.

It is obvious that conflicts attract news. As the novel expression says ‘where it bleeds, it
leads’, the media could have taken the opportunity to produce massive news stories
beyond officials’ information on the issue. However, the three newspapers didn’t go

further to seek what has been happening on the ground.

Here one could argue that events are the major sources of news stories and media should
not be criticized for using events. However, the media is expected to cross check the

trustworthiness of the information by interviewing residents, parties involved and eye
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witnesses. Besides, as a conflict which has been claiming lives and cause massive

destruction, the media were expected to get deep through planed news stories.

The three newspapers failure to prepare planned and detailed news stories is related to
frustration of journalists and media institutions to report on internal conflicts on
themselves. Media institutions or journalist do not want to offend concerned government
officials by giving detailed and planned coverage which may unveil something different
from the frames of these officials. Mulatu (2017) also reached a corroborative finding in
his research entitled: Ethiopian journalism from self-censoring to silence: a case of
reporting on internal conflict. In his research, marginalizing internal conflict has been

profoundly identified in reporting local conflict by the local newspapers (Mulatu, 2017).
4.2.3. Sources of news stories
Government officials have been frequently attributed.

Sources are the informants that media institutions cite in reporting on different issues.
Media institutions use concerned governmental authorities, experts, eye witness, official
documents, observation and residents as their sources of information. The source of
information highly affects the credibility, reliability, balance and trustworthiness of the
news story. Experts mostly advise media institutions to select reliable sources from the
different parties so as to achieve the aforementioned qualities of news. Besides, equal

representation of sources has of vital importance for credibility and fairness.

In this regard, the three newspapers showed massive professional limitations. The sources
attributed in all news stories were found to be government officials of the federal and
regional states. Though the conflict was taking place in North and Central Gondar, the
sources attributed were officials from either Bahir Dar, capital of the regional state, or
Addis Ababa, capital of the federal government.

The ANRS Peace and Security Office, ANRS GCAO, Federal Disaster Prevention and
Readiness Office, Ministry of Defense, House of Federation and North Gondar Zonal

Administration officers have been attributed as sources of the news stories.
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Addis Zemen used government officials alone as sources. Apart from taking officials to
cite for their news, they didn’t try to crosscheck the fact from residents of conflicting
groups. Their sources range from the Amhara National Regional State’s Peace and
Security Bureau to the House of Federation. However, none of their news stories cited
any resident from the conflicting parties. Most of the news stories took the Regional

State’s Peace and Security Bureau as a lonely source.

Reporter also used government officials as primary sources of their news stories.
However, few news stories tried to add the voices of residents though they are stated in a
unanimous source form. The Regional state’s Disaster Prevention and Readiness office

has been frequently sourced. The news story which was published on Reporter on 2
October, 2019, attributed unanimous source as: “I°7¢- 1 AL LA NAhON.@- ...

When literally translated it means: “according to sources, ..... (Reporter, 2 Oct, 2019)
(Translation by the researcher)

Bekur also cited government officials in most of their news stories. However, they also
reported two news stories by interviewing residents and observing the destructions

happened because of armed involvement of the conflicting bodies.

Overall, the regional state’s peace and security office has been the primary source of the
three newspapers serving as lonely source for 11 news stories while GCAO, Disaster
Prevention and Readiness Office of the regional state and Defense were cited in four

news stories each.

Here we should be curious about the sources used by these news stories. Government
officials of the federal and regional state could be taken as reliable sources; but taking the
information from a single governmental officer without crosschecking the trustworthiness
of the information from other sources from the ground and reporting it as it is, makes the
story weak and biased. Because officials are political assignees with their own political
mission, and their interview or press conference may be shaped in line with their mission.
It is the media’s or journalists mission to take and crosscheck the information from
multiple sources. Apart from that, audiences want to hear it from the first hand owners of

the parties under conflict. Unless the media passes through this step of verification and
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secure independence from this faction, its responsibility of offering voice to the voiceless

and other cornerstone principles of journalism come into question.

Apart from lacking depth due to limited citations (most of the news stories have one or
two direct quotes from a single source), the news stories failed to show balanced insight
of the conflict by referring inhabitants, victims of the conflict, kebele and woreda
administrative, elders, religious leaders, members of the Qimant Identity Committee and

experts. Thus, readers’ of these newspapers could not find the reality about the conflict.

Assessing the finding of other researches, in their research entitled: The ethnification of
the Ethiopian media, Mulatu and Tereje (2020) also found that the majority of the stories
were reported from a single source in reporting conflicts in Ethiopia. They found that 145
sources were quoted to report 133 stories. Diverse ideas did not have much place (Mulatu
& Tereje, 2020).

This researcher argues that one of the reasons for the newspapers (and other media
institutions too) dependency to events in conflict reporting is due to their frustration to
carryout interviews and observation which may result them a different side of the truth.
This different side of the truth may annoy concerned officials since it takes a different or
opposite frame from their justifications. The finding of Mulatu (2017) also corroborates
with this finding. In his research Mulatu (2017) concluded that a small number of internal
conflict stories were reported in the selected newspapers; and journalists were found to
prefer refraining from reporting ethnic conflicts. He concluded that this refraining from
reporting ethnic conflicts is attributable to the fact that journalists live in the circle of fear
and self-censorship resulting in the exclusion of ethnic related conflict stories in the
media (Mulatu, 2017).

As a result, the complete dependence of the media institutions on government officials as
their sources limited the rights of both inhabitants and readers. From the inhabitants’
perspective, they were prohibited from their right of getting voice and equal
representation. Similarly, readers could not find the complete image of the conflict,
which would have been assured through balanced entertainment of the voices of the
conflicting groups.
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4.3. Portrayal of the root causes of the conflict

In conflict reporting, one of the important things that should be taken carefully is
reporting the root cause of the conflict. As Pani (2017) stated “if journalists want to play
a role in helping parties to find solutions to conflicts, then they need to understand how
the conflict may have started.” He further underlines that it’s important to acknowledge
that a conflict may have more than one cause and journalists need to remain alert to the
fact that they may well be missing something. As a journalistic work, the root cause the
media stated should cite credible sources as well. Besides, the media is expected to
crosscheck the trustworthiness of the causes it received from the informant. Balancing the

information from the two conflicting parties is mandatory too.

Media institutions are expected to carryout in depth assessments and quarries from
different groups, representatives of the community, indigenous inhabitants,

documentations and others to find out the real cause of the conflict.

And that is why the media need to pass through different stages of verifications and
crosschecking to find out the exact root causes of conflicts. Among this stages of
verifications are crosschecking the trustworthiness of causes stated, balancing the
information of the conflicting parties and entertaining the voices of local residents from
the conflicting parties. These steps require carrying out planned and in depth

investigative works than counting on what are said from the government officials’ part.

As it could be seen from the sources used, the three newspapers didn’t pay attention to
entertain the voices of the conflicting parties and produce a balanced story. The
newspapers simply produce news stories based on the words of government officials,

who frequently blamed ‘the hidden hands of some groups with vested interests’.
4.3.1. vested interest of anti-peace groups

Most of the news stories portrayed ‘Vested interest of anti-peace forces’ as root cause

of the conflict.
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Though the owners of the scenario haven’t been interviewed, the three newspapers stated
different reasons and causes for the conflict. The cause of the conflict has been portrayed
as ‘few anti peace forces who have vested interest of disturbing the region’s peace and
security’. What is fascinating here is that, none of these news stories said who these
armed forces are. If they asked the concerned bodies and didn’t get the right answer, they

could have expressed that too.

Of the total fifteen news stories which reported about the cause of the conflict in the three
newspapers, twelve portrayed ‘vested interest of third party anti- peace forces’ as the root
cause of the conflict. Unsurprisingly, no news story tried to get an elaboration about ‘who
these forces are or why they want to do that’. This happened because of the media
institutions’ failure to carry out in depth and researched news stories. As it could be
recalled, most of the news stories were event based stories. No news story tried to ask
residents, elders, religious fathers, victims or members of the Qimant Identity Quest

opinion on why the conflict was happening and aggravating from time to time.

In an armed conflict which has taken place from 7-9 February 2019 and claims the lives
of 30 inhabitants and burning of over 300 local houses, Addis Zemen, reported the root
cause of the conflict by citing Brigadier General Asaminew Tsige, the late head of ANRS
Peace and Security Bureau. The report which was published on 11 February 2019, states
“2Y NN P+L4ET O+4TEST LUTT UIC PO NF2Lh AIM™, NHY @Y7L
A1E11% AMELD PMIPhs LT PMWeLTt 4 Jm::” When literally
translated, it means: This is a well-organized evil action of few groups who aim to put the

nation in such a turmoil (Addis Zemen: 11 Feb. 2019). (Translated by the researcher)

As it could be clearly understood, the General claims that root cause of the conflict at the
moment were ‘few groups who plan to lead the nation to instability’ and the news story
portrays as it is. The reporter could have taken this reason and ask the conflicting groups
or residents from the place if that was the real cause of the attack. Or, at least, he could
have asked who these groups are and why they choose that area. It should be underlined
that the general has done his work because politically, it might be the right thing to say
about it. It was the journalists duty to seek further clarification about why that happen,
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who did that, the view of the inhabitants and other concerned bodies from the area about

what the general said and so worth.

Similarly, in another report on 19 Feb 2019, the newspaper quoted Commissioner
Zelalem Lijalem, the late ANRS Police Commission Commissioner said: “NUHNF
MAPATTTF POPMM®T AD-D APANNT ANNND-Y PF+CIN $MT AL L
PFme YT NART AMEELN NCE PEMOMHLC MELITFOT TARPA"

When literally translated, it means: Armed groups tried hard to reverse the reform which
is realized with sacrifice and change the area to war zone (Addis Zemen: 11 Feb. 2019).

(Translated by the researcher)

Here, this news also made those ‘armed groups who want to change the area into a
massive turmoil’ responsible for the conflict. However, the news says nothing about who
these groups are and why they want to change the area to a conflict prone one. Similar to
the other news, this news also doesn’t try to crosscheck about what was happening from

neither the warring groups nor the inhabitants.

The news story which was published on 4 Dec. 2018 also mentioned these unknown
armed forces for the attack in the area. The news is read as “U8C 24 $% 2011 4.9
her 8 NGF AThé 10 AL €M im NM-A PLFDE FMET 9t MATNFD-

1 P+774@" The statement is literally translated as: unknown armed groups created
turmoil on 1% Dec. at about 2 pm in Ankra district (Addis Zemen:4"™ Dec, 2018).

(Translated by the researcher)

These news stories clearly show that Addis Zemen newspaper fails to investigate and
search for the root causes of the conflict. Here, it should be clear that, what has been said
in those news stories (‘armed groups who want to change the area into a massive
turmoil’) might be the cause for the conflict. However, the media needs to pass through
systematic verification and cross-checking to figure out whether what has been said was
the real cause or other things caused the conflict. If the information gathered from
residents, warring parties, people who have close attachment with the scenario,

representative or victims confirm that, then that should be reported that way. If, to the

46



contrary, the information from the aforementioned sources shows different reason/s, the
reasons from the two sources should be displayed parallel. As a result, we can conclude
that the root cause of the story, which is well known by the residents of the conflicting

parties than any other government officials, hasn’t been figured out and reported.

Reporter also stated different causes of the conflict in its news stories. The news story
which was published on 2 October 2019 stated as «PA &7 hAA eMCI+ AL
AME/ M pd ANAT ALANAT@-°T LYY AMELT PMMm. haAg
ANANA APa> P NPkI™ AATD It is literally translated as: forces that try to
make Amhara region a war zone will never succeed. We have the capacity and readiness
to deter forces that come to do so (Reporter: 2" Oct, 2019). (Translated by the

researcher)

The above news story made ‘forces that try to make the region a war zone’ the root
causes of the conflict. The news story cited Agegnehu Teshager, the Regional state’s
head of peace and security office and try to infer anonymous sources to further discuss
about the causalities reported.

The same news story also cited the head as: “Phé&+ Ik PT GAM AR+ - )F0C
my72% Ho1d NAUNTT °CHFO-T NP+ AT8LANNMTT AINP AT8PLCH
NMELD NANT ™, MEhI° 1a-:: NHU L19° ATLLLCT:: NASC LHI™ A2 F18.
h&TF EUSAI» When literally translated, it means: the main goal of this force is to
block the Metema- Gondar road and hinder the investors from harvesting and supplying

their product to market thereby, weakening the economy. We never negotiate on that. The

road will be open soon (Reporter: 2nd Oct, 2019). (Translated by the researcher)

Here as to the report, the goal of that attack was to block the Metema- Gondar road and
hamper the market transaction of products such as sesame and thereby weakening the

region’s economy.

Similarly, the news story which was published on 6 October 2019 on Reporter stated that

“NPrY P+HLMI@®> ANC AIAD P TITD UPT NAMLT NPMTE AHNT
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mhhd P+AP 1T £ ALUT PU-hT 198 PUF P4t PEATT N+e5E
mAh PR Né 1M-:: The statement is literally translated as:  the terror act which
has been evident recently discloses the conspiracy of merchants of havoc; there has never
been a unique conflict between Amhara and Qimant people (Reporter: 6" Oct, 2019).

(Translated by the researcher)

This news story also discloses that the root cause of the ‘terror act’ is not the conflict
between the Amhara Qimant people; instead it is caused by ‘merchants of havoc’ who

used the Qimant identity quest as a cover.

The following statement is taken from the news story published on 9 Oct. 2019. The
statement is attributed Merhatsidk Mekonnen, the Regional President’s legal advisor at a

conference on the Amhara - Qimant conflict.

“PPMYET PAML hHN ATST hAAD PAPT N P89F deAh.
+ANHDE ATLMIT NAPIART mPe® L9° Ké&AN UF dOPmAT
ATN+HPA:: AHU +mPe PMPLCHFT «NAPEaeCPe /8 Nm-N
ARATF P WASLT NMNYL® et F NDND AMFTLE MINLNN
ALONAFE NMINZAN N9 PMTIPAPA RXT1LE OIFFH AU
NUAHE 828 «Afk TA AT18LM4S PMAM® ATSLNCE NYHY
NMChENEST 8% 8 NMPNA 272 ATHUY @IFTF P +NNC JLA
meELg +AM AD131F hFme $L4AD» NMATT «AHU AL AAA
a=C A AADLID, PTAD HAHNR @PT ACTT T94-8 (hDAT) 4T
AO-&LTF ®PMTE AN ®NF AMLAP PLller T4 FA NA
AT AL NNNA HI® N AALID NMAT NPCMH PATTT PE&LT
HFS MAMIPLL AANTT e NF LNPAI AL ADATT
LOPNA::

Its literal translation is: Recalling that Qimants and Amhras are homogeneously
mixed to identify one from the other in the area, the Qimant identity quest still

continues to be blood shading. Explaining the responsible bodies for that, he
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said “the primary responsible bodies are those who claim themselves
‘representatives’ and aim to gain profit from the conflict. Secondly, we figured
out that there is another force who supplies aggravating factors for these forces
to ensure that the conflict expands. Here TPLF has taken the leading role
claiming that it is their responsibility to combat the exploitation of the Qimant
though the federal government ignores the violation of Qimant’s right

(Reporter: 9™ Oct.2019). (Translated by the researcher)

Here, this news story contains vague information for at least two reasons. Who are these
‘responsible bodies who claim themselves ‘representatives’? If these groups and their
hidden agenda are clearly known, why didn’t the concerned body stop the armed
conflict? If the report had tried to answer these questions, it would have been interviewed

more sources and gave complete information. But, that hasn’t been done.

According to this news story, TPLF is also involving in creating turmoil by backing
armed forces who claim themselves ‘representatives’ of the Qimant community.
However, this news story didn’t add the counter comment of TPLF, where the

information could have given a balanced insight for readers.

As it could be seen from the above news stories of Reporter, the root cause of the conflict
are the ‘merchants of havoc’, ‘the anti-peace group’ who are working tirelessly to put the
region into instability. All the news stories reported the root cause as it has been said by
the respective government official they attributed. As a private newspaper, Reporter had
better freedom to think out of the box and search and research for the truth. Although
three of their news stories, try to cross-check the fact from anonymous sources, their
cross-checking was limited to number of causalities, not about the root causes. Their
sources were governmental officials, and similarly, their news stories were also event
based ones. As a result, according to their news stories, they didn’t dig deep to find what
is there on the grassroots, inhabitants, victims, conflicting groups, elders and others who

are close to the scenario.

Although their news stories clearly told us the reason for the conflict is not the ethnic
difference between the Amhara and Qimant people, they didn’t say what really causes it,
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why it is causing havoc and death of civilians, why the conflict is happening now than
any other time, and who is really behind it. This would have done with determination and
sense of responsibility, which require massive effort and courage. From the perspective
of responsibility of an independent media this responsibility might be the same for the
three newspapers. However, the two newspapers, Addis Zemen and Bekur, might not
enjoy this complete sense of freedom since both of them are state owned i.e the former by

federal and the later regional state.

Bekur similarly reported different reasons as causes of the conflict. The news story which
was published on  October 5, 2019 stated:

“depek NAHNT ®hhA e+4ms ALUT e2MTE NhlNNT TidT
NMELD ACHT RANFTT AT18192 NTMELAT e7Ath DeAT
AMNE1E ehEms ®UrT P+S14TF L9 PATIL Nhé® 1T
(hNY) P7ALh +80F JAL AT mAhA™ {.9°¢ Mz £C1k PATIL
NAAT AHNF AVLTT AT ANCTTT ACRCAC P+LRA® NAPUE PhAk
AHN ATLIET AMTAC MhPmMA ATSANTT AANNPA:=" When
literally, translated, it means: Ato Melkamu Shumye, political affairs head of
National Movement of Amhara (NAMA), on his turn said that the conflict is
initiated by political forces who aim to create instability and turmoil in the name
of the Qimant community. It has nothing to do with the public. Hence the action
is purposively done to diminish the unity of the regional inhabitants; the public

should tighten its unity and harmony (Bekur 5 Oct. 2019). (Translated by the

researcher)

As it could be seen, like Addis Zemen and Reporter, Bekur also blamed ‘political forces

that aim to create chaos in the region’ for the conflict.

The following statement was quoted from the news story published on Bekur on October

3, 2019 by citing the regional state’s stance.
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Nwer NhAATFY e+4mim PRNC +NC ECA AIAD P70 19
NWAI® M8 S. PATMET PP+ MUNLWN AL P+AP It §C NEUTY
UHNFTY AT2HIC +mNed Am-+ 945 eU-hT 198 PU*R
Pr4Tt ULAT N+PTE AR “ATERPT AMELN ATELET NAR AR
mARr ML’ NMA NLh+AT PCL HAPY $9° $CF APE ®UF
NIAR AT A LO-+M- £7NA:: The statement is translated as: It should be

crystal clear that the terror act which has been witnessed recently is the result of
integrated and well planned evil act of anti-peace forces and there is no conflict
between Amhara and Qimant people. It is part of their manifesto ‘weakening
the Amhara in any means to destroy Ethiopia’ (Bekur: 3 Oct, 2019). (Translated
by the researcher)

The regional stance, which was full of strong words and blamed the ‘old age gamblers’
for the conflict that take place around the Central and North Gondar where the Qimant
community mostly resides, was one of the stance’s that aggravate the tension between
TPLF and ADP. The stance labeled TPLF and its media institutes and digital armies as
enemies of the region and its publics, especially for their role to dismantle the area in the
name of ‘helping Qimant to secure their identity quest’ and Bekur reported it without

incorporating the view of TPLF.

Bekur, as the news media operating in the regional state where this conflict is taking
place, could have done better in seeking the real cause of the conflict by searching
beyond what has been said by official. Its proximity and the magnitude of the problem
should have given it the opportunity to entertain the issue differently. However, as the

discussion showed, it has done nothing different from other newspapers.

Portraying ‘hidden forces’ as root causes of the conflict was also been the finding of
other research that focus on ethnic conflict in Ethiopia. In his MA thesis entitled:
Analysis on Media Framing of Ethnic Conflict in Ethiopia (from April 2-October 2,
2018): The Ethiopian Herald and The Reporter Newspapers in Focus, Getnet (2019)
disclosed that stories tend to either totally hide, or to only implicitly mention the actual

cause(s) of ethnic conflicts.
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In conclusion, most of the news stories of the three newspapers about the conflict
portrayed that the conflict has been caused by ‘forces that want to change the area to
chaos and war zone.” However, none of the news stories tried to elaborate who these

forces are and why they want to do that.
4.3.2. The Qimant Identity Representatives
Some news stories portrayed the Qimant Identity Representatives as causes of conflict

The Qimant identity committee representatives have been portrayed as root causes of the
conflict next to ‘Vested interest of anti-peace forces.’ The committee has been accused of

causing conflicts for its economic benefit.

This news story which was published on 18 January, 2019, on Addis Zemen states:
NCILC EidN KA1 A1 0FAL halh Hoo? IC 0LLTF P T°AAD
A4S0 A7 hAY oM A haLhd oL (T A~C CeT 0911 o
PNALT NPorE O9° NLIPAPLN DLAT TP HAKRN:" The statement is
literally translated as: In an exclusive interview with Addis Zemen, Brigadier General
Asaminew Tsige said that an attack has been committed on three kebeles some seven kms
from Aykel by forces working in the name of Qimants (Addis Zemen, 18 Jan., 2019)

( Translated by the researcher)

This news story made the Qimant committee accountable for the attack. The news story
didn’t give a balanced insight by attributing the committee though. Other similar news
stories also portrayed the Qimant committee as the cause of the conflict by mentioning

specific conflict incidents.

The news story which was published on October 4, 2019, on Reporter following the
discussion held between Gondar city youths and the Regional State’s Peace and Security
bureau states: ““16bek NAM & AT NP TT MINZNAN hhA P+ ML AATUPHY
LARTI® N“KILT” PP ha£PF AT NLILPFF@ Ah%51F aohA+y
NEC JAL® +59LPA::" The statement is literally translated as: He expressed that

the conflict does not happen between Amhara and Qimant community, instead it was
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created by extremist Qimant committees and their supporters (Bekur: 4™ Oct, 2019).

(Translated by the researcher)

As it could be understood, the above news story blamed extremist Qimant identity
committees to cause the turmoil in the area. However, members of the committee were
accusing different state owned media houses of the federal and regional states for
purposely ignoring them in news stories related to Amhara — Qimant conflict. This news
story should have made it balanced by asking their comment about the claim of the head.
Apart from balancing it, it would have given readers a complete insight of the situation.

The news story which was published on December 6, 2019, by Bekur on its turn reports

the following reason by citing inhabitants from Amharas and Qimants.

AAD- PP TE MYNZWA +MAS AT A=A RAC™ "PYNS +DHE 17"
NMAx ANAT ATE NMUNLWR 97T F9IC AAPTET P1AK: NDCME
ha+20+ hAN @-LL+ ANLE MATT MIAD A FA hU-AT® P, MNP
gty aPry ANTTHNPA:: PATIL NYC +DAE AT HAAT® AANA
nnhA 77N AMITE 9t APPAPLNR TTTT PAINSGTFOY UNTS
TNLF NIAR MI§LT PEARG AhAT R MEFaT FHOA: When it is
literally translated it means: the other Qimant national Ato Mule Alemu,
expressed that there is no problem with the community; it is with those who
claimed themselves representatives of the community. He stressed the
importance of holding all inclusive heartfelt discussions than suspicion to
identify common enemies. Ato Zelalem Alebel, an Amhara national on his turn
said he has witnessed individuals who instigate conflict to earn money and
thereby became owners of massive wealth and properties (Bekur 6" Dec, 2019).

(Translated by the researcher)

This news story is different from the others because it cites Amhara and Qimant ethnics
though they were participants of peace conference. These two indigenous people clearly
showed what causes for the conflict, hidden economic interest of Qimant identity

committee members.
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In general, members of the Qimant Identity Committee were found the second most
portrayed cause of the conflict by the three newspapers. However, none of the news
stories entertain the response of the committee for the claim. The committee has been
lauding its complaints of the media’s, especially state owned media, neutrality as it has

been discussed in the background part.
4.3.3. TPLF
TPLF has been portrayed as the cause of the conflict too

The third category of portrayal of the conflict is TPLF. Some news stories from the three
newspapers were found portraying TPLF as the root cause of the conflict. The ANRS
regional stance which was released on October 2, 2019 by the ruling party in the region,
Ambhara Democratic Party (ADP) and was full of strong and provocative blaming words
has been the initial starter for such news stories.

Some Addis Zemen’s news stories portrayed TPLF as the cause of the conflict. In a news
story published on 2, October, 2019, Addis Zemen, blamed TPLF and their extremist
media institutions for creating chaos and instability in the region. The statement which is
headlined as: “hAAY ML et§ Ut A187N APN4 PA ANATT &14E a0157

NHYY heCLFFO A8 3PN PATME hAA PAATRST LUTIT N AhMidd=:"
which is literally translated as: ANRS Peace and Security Bureau warned forces and
extremist mass media working to put the region to chaos and instability (Addis Zemen,
2" October, 2019) (Translation by the researcher) is show case here.

As it could be seen, the news story which cited the then head of peace and security
bureau, clearly warned TPLF and its extremist media (Dimtse Woyane and TTV)
portraying them as the causes of the conflict and instability in the area. The story not only
blame them, but also warned them explaining that the region has informed their evil

works for the concerned federal governmental force.

Reporter’s news stories also portrayed TPLF as root cause of the conflict. The following

statement is taken from the news story published on 9 Oct. 2019. The statement attributed
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Merhatsidk Mekonnen, the Regional President’s legal advisor at a conference on the

Amhara - Qimant conflict.

“PPMYET PAML NN ATST hAAD- PAPT N P89F apAh.
+ANBC ATLMIY NARIART DPEM L9° A4AR UT démAiAT
ATN+PA:: AHU +mPe PMPLCHT «NAREaeCP /8 Nm-N
AT P WALT hMhYem 96+ F NND AMTLE MINZAN
ALOAATFED NMINZAM NP> PIPAPR RILET @ITFH AUPRT
NUAHE 828 «Adk TA AT182M4S PMAMD AT1SLNCE NTHY
NMChEN&ET &4P & NTPNA £7& ATHUT OIFF PM+NNC JLA
mELgo N+AM A137F hFme $L4AD NMATT ALY AL AN
fC NA AADLET PMAD AHNR P ACTT T94L (hDAhT) &%
AD-LLTF ®PMTF AHAN NF AMLAP PLELN T4 F FA NA
A0 A NNRA HI® NR AALTD NMATF NPCMH PATT7 PEELT
HFS MAMIPELP ARNTF ®heh NF LNPAIH AL hDATT
EmPAN::

Its literal translation is: Recalling that Qimants and Amhras are homogeneously
mixed to identify one from the other in the area, the Qimant identity quest still
continues to be blood shading. Explaining the responsible bodies for that, he
said “the primary responsible bodies are those who claim themselves
‘representatives’ and aim to gain profit from the conflict. Secondly, we figured
out that there is another force who supplies aggravating factors for these forces
to ensure that the conflict expands. Here TPLF has taken the leading role
claiming that it is their responsibility to combat the exploitation of the Qimant
though the federal government ignores the violation of Qimant’s right

(Reporter: 9™ Oct.2019). (Translated by the researcher)

This news story clearly portrayed both TPLF and representatives of the Qimant Identity

as the causes of the conflict. The collaborative work of the two groups has been labeled
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as the cause of the conflict. However, unsurprisingly, the news story didn’t try to balance

by asking their take ons from both TPLF and ‘representatives’.

Bekur’s news stories similarly portrayed the TPLF as the cause of the conflict. The
newspaper published the October 2, 2019 state stance of ADP as it is. As discussed in
previous sections, this stance is full of strong words which blame TPLF for its
multifaceted interference including supporting the representatives of the Qimant

committee and using extremist regional media outlets to dismantle the Amhara region.

In general, the three newspapers have reported news stories that portrayed TPLF as the
root cause of the conflict in the area. The news stories attributed different regional
officials for their news stories. Besides, none of these news stories tried to balance the
idea by attributing to TPLF or at least trying to get response and disclosing what has been
replied to them.

4.3.4. Ethnic Difference
No news story portrayed ethnic difference as cause of the conflict

The news stories reported on the conflict didn’t portray the ethnic difference as the root
cause of the conflict. Almost all the news stories framed that the conflict has nothing to

do with the ethnic difference of the two sisterly people.

The news story which was published on Bekur on 5™ October, 2019, is read as: “<16p
NAHNF aohhd e+4ms ALUT P+ NAlZANT N47...." It is literally

translated as: The conflict is caused by those who used the cover of Qimant ethnics, not
by the Amhara and Qimant”( Bekur, 5" October, 2019) (Translation by the researcher)

The above news story states that the conflict is not caused by the ethnic difference of
Amhara and Qimant ethnics; instead it is caused by some individuals who used the

Qimant identity as a cover to their interest.

Similarly, Reporter has also reported the same news story on 4™ October, 2019. ““16pe+k

NATS AT NPT M9NZAN ahhd e+4MZ AA®UPRYT LARTIR." It is
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literally translated as: The conflict hasn’t occurred between Amhara and Qimant, instead

... (Reporter, 4™ October, 2019)(Translation by the researcher)

This story was also developed based on the same press conference delivered by the
regional states peace and security bureau head. It clearly put that the conflict has nothing

to do with the two ethnic groups.

In general, the news stories of the three newspapers stressed that the conflict has nothing
to do with the two sisterly and brotherly people who have been living together for years
in peace and harmony.

Commonly known causes of conflict have been ignored

Although conflicts are often explained in terms of ethnic, religious, cultural or national
differences the most experts writing about conflict believe that these terms are generally
just labels that are used to hide something else. There is a general opinion that the fact
that people have different ethnic or religious backgrounds is not cause of conflict in itself.
Conflicts may well have ethnic or religious dimensions to them, but the underlying
causes of these conflicts will lie elsewhere, such as in scarce resources and their
allocation, uneven distribution of power and structural imbalances, lack of or little
information and communication, goal incompatibility, uncertainty and interpersonal
relations (Pani, 2017).

The common causes of conflicts, which are enlisted in different scholarly works of
conflict, such as wuncertainty, scares resource uneven power distribution and
communication gap were mentioned only in three news stories. This is primarily
happened due to the failure of the media houses to dig deep and reach the hidden causes

of the conflict.

Over all, as a conclusion for the portrayal of the root cause of the conflict, the three
newspapers portrayed the real cause of conflict in their news stories as ‘vested interest of
forces to change the area to turmoil and chaos’, ‘the Qimant committee representatives’
and ‘TPLF’ respectively. Unsurprisingly, nothing has been said about who this forces and

why they want to change the area. Besides, no news story was found portraying the
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ethnic difference as the cause of the conflict, while the commonly listed causes of

internal conflict have only been listed three times as causes of the conflict.
4.4. The role of the newspapers to flare or resolute the conflict
The news stories were trying to contribute for peaceful resolution of the conflict

According to Pani (2017: 28) “It is important for media to understand what conscious
and unconscious role it plays in its routine work reducing or at times aggravating
conflicts.” The media may contribute to resolute the conflict or to the contrary may
aggravate the conflict.

Bridging communication gaps, correcting misconceptions, confidence building,
identifying underlying interests, framing stories, encouraging power balance and
emotional outlet are among the common ways advised by scholars for the media to
contribute to resolute conflicts. To the contrary, if the media act to the opposite ways, the

media will contribute to flare the conflict Pani (2017).

The news stories of the three newspapers were trying to contribution to the peaceful
resolution of the conflict in different ways. Their news stories tried to promote peaceful
resolution for the conflict, focus on the things that made the two ethnics similar than

focusing on differences and prioritize humanity.
4.4.1. Promoting peaceful discussion Vs. Armed struggle
Most of the news stories promoted peaceful discussion to resolute the conflict

According to UNDP Oslo Governance Centre media and conflict prevention research and
policy roundtable (2017) media can serve as a mediator between political parties
especially in situations where there is no other means of communication particularly
during conflict and post-conflict reconciliation. “The media can be an effective tool to
build relationships. It can support greater understanding and cohesion” (UNDP, 2017,
P.12)
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The three newspapers focused on promoting the essence of peaceful discussion than

armed conflicts in their news stories.

The news story which was published on October 2, 2019, is read as: “P® ¥+ han 4
PINF@T APEPT PhAA ®IANTFT NOILMMFIFT aih NECLCT
NAR1I1C A 1843 £4AJA £AT A% ATTUE LUT AMELIA NPT TI47
AEFT NTTPHC NAT ATSLUT PMLAT AhAT 180 L et AT87N
R18L4TF+ T ha®AR+PA= ts literal translation is:  The regional state wants to resolute
the questions of the Qimant committee through discussion and negotiations in
brotherhood sense. However, while we were in the effort to do so, groups who don’t want
peaceful discussions pulled the situation to conflict (Addis Zemen: 2" Oct, 2019).
(Translated by the researcher)

As it could be understood, this news story emphasizes the regional state’s readiness to
resolute the conflict in a peaceful discussion. According to scholars, one way the media
can contribute for peaceful resolution of conflicts is their emphasis on the readiness of
conflicting parties to resolute the condition in a peaceful way. However, the media should

work on issues which bring them to peaceful discussion.

The news story which was published on 6 November 2019 citing the chairman of the
Qimant identity quest committee Ato Fikadu Mamo from the conference held at Chilga
woreda, one of the conflict prone woredas where both the Amhara and Qimant people

live heterogeneously, states:

“Nrsee+ 18+ NA@D ALOFT NTNLT AL APLLN PAD- 8%
m&ge hANT: T4 NAAMP 1L ADhLFT NMLAH HLP
A121C NLAT 1D AhAT IC AP PPTF HAE 175 NAD-T
UA+ O T  ®90ZA0F  N°IP 9L Ui ot
AINF®-9 Ak KAAPA=" .. The loss of human life and destruction of
propertied due to the conflict has to be stopped. We are ready to negotiate to

any interested body till the problem alleviated peacefully. The two brotherly

communities should not fight in any means. (Reporter: 6 Nov, 2019)
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This news story appreciates the interest of the two warring parties to come to discussion
and resolute their differences in a peaceful way and hence lauded the readiness for
discussion especially the chairman of the Qimant identity quest. The headline of the story
which is read as: “PPM ¥+ hat NMZEH HEP ATPLLLC HAE. 1% RA” Literally

translated by the researcher as: The Qimant committee express readiness to peaceful

negotiation” also clearly shows the interest of the media to promote peaceful resolution
for the conflict.

Similarly, the news story which was published on 6th Dec, 2019 stated: “UHM P&
FoC meFTF PMFAD N+ TIL N®PF NFICT AL +44CN NDAST
Na®y91C +AP AD- PavmA:: ... Since the public can resolute its own problem by

itself, detailed and inclusive discussions yield in meaningful change. (Bekur 6th Dec,

2019) (Translation by the researcher)

As mentioned earlier, one way the media could play an important role to contribute for
peaceful resolution is through promoting peaceful discussions among the conflicting
bodies. As it could be seen, the above news story was trying to promote close and in
depth discussion between the two people.

In an assessment to other researches, Chebii (2015) also disclosed that media contributes
for peaceful resolution of conflicts by promoting peaceful discussion. Chebii (2015)
concluded that media has played massive role to the promotion of peace and
reconciliation in Uganda where MEGA FM of Uganda play tremendous role to bring the
LRA leaders to radio phone- in talk discussions with government and civil society
representatives that finally lead to agreement (Chebii, 2015). Similarly, Likewise, Open
Broadcast Network (OBN), a media network established in Bosnia two decades ago, is
one of the most ambitious and earliest intentional media attempts to reduce violent
conflict (Chebii, 2015).

In conclusion, most of the news stories focused on calling the conflicting groups for
peaceful discussion to find lasting solution for the conflict. Peaceful discussions have

been prioritized while no mews story was found promoting/ instigating armed conflict.
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Stressing on calling for peaceful resolution by itself may not help bring peaceful solution

for the problem. However, it will not at least contribute to flare the conflict.
4.4.2. Promoting Unity Vs. Difference
Other news stories paid attention to the oneness of the two ethnic groups

UNDP Oslo Governance Centre media and conflict prevention research and policy
roundtable (2017) stressed that media can support greater understanding and cohesion

between people who involve in conflicts.

Amidst of the above point, the second category of the news stories role in contributing for
peaceful resolution of the conflict focused on promoting oneness of the two sisterly
brotherly people in the area. These news stories traced back how these two people were

living in peace and harmony over years.

Of the fourteen news stories Addis Zemen has reported on the Amhara Qimant conflict,
one of the news stories which was published on January 18, 2019 stated: «HM A1 &
PINZ 10-:: AT8TLTF POY Y AEY8 1M ALNL AT 1M PAYAD-T 11C APHZ8M-
10 PAT NCILLC B14A AATID-E UNZ +AN F947 NO-LLF AdPg ST
PP Ity AAATF A +RR NFICET NAPET YPFE 4P NP NAD-
AP/ PPEy AA® AR+PA: NPCHT @L NNt LLZNA +NA ATLM,
FNN MmeM™PA:: When literally translated, it means: The inhabitant has been one. The
public now gradually understands whose agenda some of these groups are implementing.
Despite the challenges it encountered from these forces, the public is now holding
discussions on the problems and possible solutions under each kebele to seek peaceful

resolutions. The discussions are expected to end up with agreements (Addis Zemen: 18
Jan 2019). (Translated by the researcher)

As it could be understood, the above news story of Addis Zemen encourages peaceful
discussions between the two people while recalling the unity between these two sisterly

people have been showing over years. Expressions that underline the unity, togetherness
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and readiness to come to peaceful discussions usually foster peace between conflicting

groups, and that was the aim of the previous direct quote.

Another example of the similar report from Reporter is the news story which was
published on December 16, 2018. The news is read as:

«2U AHN ANC FZAT +PALAT 29 ANFANCFALD) PAT ™hTA
MPAL MNFC LT (BU ¢T AAE 11 ANIC FPE AEPCT aOLS
ECET 7 PAGA: AHNG F2Hh 17 NHATT L¢MAAT NTPAS
PARLYF HARGTFT POYPAG PF2h MNA AT8T1+HE ATMIPP £1NAL))
NAPA::" ... The Deputy Premier stressed that this public has lived together,

conjugated and bonded in blood. It will live together as usual again for eternity
while leaders and parties vanish through time. We need to be careful to avoid
historical black point in our limited time of leadership. (Reporter: 16 Dec, 2018)

(Translated by the researcher)

As it could be understood the Deputy Prime Minister used strong expressions to remind
that the public hasn’t got any problem to live together as usual and leaders and parties
should take off their hands from the situation. The news story also stressed how the

community is homogeneously mixed through marriage, and other social bonding.

The news story which was published on October 22, 2019 is read as: “PA™M&S
PPyt AHN PMLIMMAT NI NAL ATISTFD AATSTFO® PCNT AIEL
ATt AHN ®UPTF@DT ARPAC N+ ANAE ANZE+PA::" When literally
translated, it means: He explained to the house that the Amhara and Qimant people are

inseparable, close to each other and similar people (Bekur:22" October,2019).

(Translation by the researcher)

The above news story is reported based on the Prime Minister’s response to the HPR
about a question on the stand of the government on the Amhara Qimant conflict. The
news story underscored the essence of harvesting on the long practiced living in harmony

and seeking peaceful resolution based on the Premier’s response.
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In general, the news stories under this category stressed on the things that unveil the unity
of the two people ( Amhara and Qimant) in living together in the area. Words and
expressions such as bonded in blood, conjugated, passed together through centuries of
ups and downs, shared the sorrows and happy moments have been frequently used.

4.4.3. Promoting Humanity Vs. Ignoring Humanity

Some news stories prioritize humanity

The category under the contribution of the news stories to either resolute or flare the
conflict is prioritizing humanity. News stories under this category promote humanity than
anything. They stressed on the essence of diminishing the impact of the war on the
inhabitants, avoiding armed confrontations and the need to calm from both parties and the

need to supply humanitarian aids for the displaced ones.

The news which was published by Addis Zemen on June 16, 2019 stated that: N+APP
PATLT Nt Mé TFT PMONART 204N 11RCT hI°C ML ™F ANF B,
P.MT +LTPOTF PFALE £ICT ALLT $LLAI.. When it is literally
translated, it means: Aid has been rendered to over 700, 000 dislocated people

including in Central and North Gondar.

As it could be seen, the news story stated the need to supply humanitarian aid and what

has already been done in doing so.

The news story which was published by Bekur on 6th Dec, 2019read as: " ‘he1e+
myge goyge RPFCEI PMAT AT 9N HLTPCTFT AMDPPT NY8.NT
@%F )YHAN eFAT UATS NHY F9C +Me NUF AWAT ALY OLF
AR729,71N 1M-::” The statement is literally translated as: Ato Moges, who remarks that
no one benefits from conflicts, said that he figured out that everyone was victim. He

underlines that everyone should work to bring about peace (Bekur 6th Dec, 2019).

(Translation by the researcher)

As it could be understood, the news story which was published on 6" Dec 2019, was

trying to emphasis the essence of prioritizing humanity. It concluded the story by
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reminding that no warring parties benefited from armed conflict in the course of history
and hence only peaceful discussion will help get sufficient answers for the questions of
the conflicting parties. Besides, the news tried to create awareness on the negative impact
of armed conflict on everybody involving in.

In general, the news stories under this category emphasize the essence of prioritizing
humanity than any interest. These stories promoted the need to cease fire and stop killing
innocents. Besides, they advocated the need to address the question of humanitarian aids

for those displaced due to the armed conflicts.

Although most Addis Zemen’s news stories on the Amhara - Qimant conflict tried to
contribute for peaceful resolution of the conflict, some news stories were found flaring
the conflict. These news stories focus on encouraging the civilian to defy themselves and

there by stand together to fight these ‘armed anti peace groups’

The Addis Zemen news story which was published on 11, Feb 2019 by interviewing
Brigadier General Asaminew Tsige is read as: “PNAM AEIS@®T AT, LM
AET8@® NHU @118 AT84L AMemk UIC A®NF+Y AMHIE JeAT
A NN &0 ANAE ATSLADI PNAM 19F 40077 NHANTT AhNNm-Y
RT18.MNP &7 AT2DhADA h9PT9° 11C NAL L9990 P4 ANNN, NANT &1
MY AO-$ MNP FA AANT N& KANNAU-::" The piece is literally translated
as: | want to remind the community that, realizing that it is the owner of the area, it

should protect and defend himself, his families and the area from forces that aim to
destabilize the nation (Addis Zemen: 11 Feb 2019). (Translated by the researcher)

This news story encourages the local community to protect and defend itself and its
surroundings from what it called ‘forces that aim to destabilize the nation.” Here these
kinds of news stories aggravate violent and armed solutions than discussion and peaceful
solutions. The community is encouraged to use personal armaments, which may lead to
escalated civil war and havoc, to defend their self instead of conversation and
negotiation. The report in one hand says armed forces are causing the havoc. If, as it is

said ‘forces that aim to destabilize the nation’ are causing the conflict, deterring these
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forces should be carried out with responsible government armed forces like defense or

police.

Overall, most of the news stories of Addis Zemen were found positive in promoting
peaceful resolution for the conflict. They emphasized the essence of negotiation, saying
no to forces that want to create conflict between the two people and far beyond that, the
need to stop armed conflicts. In their attempt to do so, the news stories encouraged
seeking constitutional quest of identity claim and self-governance and patience for the
quests that have been already presented for concerned governmental institutions.

Reports of Reporter newspaper on their turn pay due attention on the essence of peaceful
discussions between the conflicting bodies to resolute the problem. Most of the news

stories try to contribute to resolute the problem in a neutral way.

In general, Reporter has been found promoting peaceful resolution of the conflict than
hostility and armed conflicts. Its attempt to entertain the voices of victims, though that
was limited and anonymous, is also showcase of its effort to promoting peaceful

resolution.

Bekur’s news stories had also different expressions and wordings which could contribute
to either flare or resolute the conflict. As a regional state newspaper which is proximate

to the conflict, it had the chance to play pivotal role in seeking peaceful resolution.

Melkamu, (2019) also found that, ATV, the regional television, was reporting with an
aim to calm down the conflict. Though the medium is different, ATV and Bekur are both

owned by the AMMA and have similar leadership and editorial policy.

In general, it was found that most of the news stories of the three newspapers were trying
to help the situation get peaceful resolution than flaring the conflict. In doing so, they
tried to focus on the long lasting unity of the two brotherly and sisterly people, promoting
peaceful discussion among the public and isolating the groups with hidden agenda from
the public’s interest were among techniques the three newspapers focus on to contribute

for peaceful resolution of the conflict.
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4.5. Ethical considerations of the newspapers in reporting the conflict

Keeble(2005: 269) states that “ethics tends to draw on universal values such as accuracy,
honesty, fairness, respect for privacy, the avoidance of discrimination and conflicts of
interest.” On another view, according to Society of Professional Journalists (1996),
seeking the truth and reporting it, minimizing harm, acting independently (objectivity)
and becoming accountable are the cornerstones of ethical considerations of journalism.
Similarly, A Guide for Professional Journalism in Conflict Zones, a book published by
Search for Common Ground (SFCG) also listed professional guidelines journalists and
the media should follow during conflict reporting. These lists are, in one way or another,
related to the above ethical considerations of conflict reporting. The commonly listed
ethical consideration by different experts include searching for the truth, objectivity,
putting humanity before everything, balancing the interest of the conflicting bodies,
controlling emotional feelings, and others which are clearly discussed in the literature

review part.

Reports of the three newspapers fared differently in reporting the conflict from the view
of ethical considerations of conflict reporting. The researcher coded and categorized the
news stories based on their content in terms of ethicality of the newspapers and the news

stories as follows.
4.5.1. Balance
The three newspapers showed massive limitations in balancing their story.

According to Eti (2009), balancing the opinions of conflicting groups is one of the ethical
considerations of conflict reporting. Media need to bring a balanced insight of the
situation. To do so, the media need to attribute about the situation from the conflicting

parties.

The three newspapers showed massive limitation in balancing the stories. At the very first

point, as it was discussed on ‘sources of news stories’ part, the three newspapers were

dependent to government officials. It will be difficult to assess how the three newspapers

were balanced when they were not even attributing the conflicting bodies. Victims of
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armed conflicts, eye witness, inhabitants, elders, religious fathers, and conflicting groups
were not attributed in the news stories. Looking in a comparative way, Reporter’s two
news stories tried to add unanimous sources to crosscheck the trustworthiness of
officials’ remarks. However, since the sources are unanimous and noting is said which

conflicting party they are from, it is difficult to talk about balance.

The three newspapers had limitations in giving balanced space for the conflicting parties.
Most of the news stories found were taken from events organized on the conflict and
didn’t even try to interview inhabitants to entertain their view on what has been decided
on that events. Actually the failure to interview residents was consistent to both the

Amharas and Qimants.

In his research entitled: Journalistic Ethics in the Newsroom: The Case of the Amhara
Mass Media Agency, Wolelaw (2012) also concluded that unbalanced reporting is a
common practice in the Ethiopian media especially in the war time, and racial, reporting.
He concluded that, political affiliation, journalist’s attachment to a particular group,
sensitivity of the issue and skill related gaps are among the reasons for unbalanced

reporting (Wolelaw, 2012).

Thus, generally speaking, one of the ethical considerations, balancing has been ignored

by the three newspapers in reporting the Amhara — Qimant conflict.
4.5.2. Objectivity

Many scholars agree the difficulty to achieve objective reporting, because of the
impossibility to practice detachment and write a report without any interpretation. Some
scholars and journalists even say objectivity is ‘an illusion’ and difficult to achieve,
(Sanders, 2003:43). Objectivity in journalism is an effort to exclude subjective judgment
(Sambrook, 2012). Journalists should be free of obligation to any interest other than the

public’s right to know. Though difficult to attain, it is one of the core journalistic ethics.

Regarding the target media outlets of this research, the news stories didn’t show any
subjective judgments or insertions. The ideas have been taken from events related to the

conflicts or press conferences of officials. Presenting what has been said by itself doesn’t
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guarantee objectivity. Because, in conflict reporting, objectivity requires the presentation
of the views of two opposing arguments (Eti, 2009). In this sense, the three newspapers
said nothing about the viewpoints of the conflicting groups. Their reports were simply
dependent on the federal and regional officials. This condition makes it difficult to

evaluate the objectivity of the newspapers.

To the contrary, their news stories didn’t show any sign of bias about the conflicting
bodies. As stated, their news stories haven’t been framed to the favor of one of the

conflicting bodies or blaming one of the parties and vice versa.

Thus, we can conclude that the three newspapers were objective in avoiding bias in their
reports while they showed limitation in entertaining the views of the two conflicting

groups.
4.5.3. Seeking the truth and reporting it
The news stories showed limitations in seeking the truth and reporting it

One of the most important journalistic principle and measurement of ethicality is seeking
the truth and reporting it. Seeking the truth and reporting it has an eminent significance to
contribute for the peaceful resolution of conflict. Society for Professional Journalists
(1996), stressed that the journalist should test the accuracy of information from all
sources and exercise care to avoid inadvertent error. According to Eti (2009) in practice,
journalists have been criticized for their “tendency to merely juxtapose two competing
claims without making any effort to look for the truth behind the claims” (Eti, 2009,
p.101). The same has been observed in the news reports of the target newspapers. The
news stories not only failed to look for the truth behind the claims, they didn’t entertain

the claims of the two parties competing claims well.

They showed massive limitation in digging deep and unveil something different from the
words of officials. As frequently expressed in this paper, the news stories didn’t add

anything which hasn’t been said by officials.
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The three newspapers fail to dig out on what has been going on beyond officials’ remarks
about the conflict. The media need to plan project news which goes beyond what is said
on press conferences to search for the truth on such issues. Looking back on the inception
of the identity quest, looking back on governmental decisions about the recognition of the
Qimant, the feeling of the community on those decisions, assessing the involvement of
civilians on the conflict, assessing the reaction of victims of the conflict, contacting and
entertaining the comments of eye witnesses and similar broad researches may have given
the complete image of the conflict and paves the way to seeking peaceful, inclusive and

lasting solutions for the problem.

As to Addis Zemen and Bekur, which are owned by the federal government and Amhara
regional state respectively, the journalists might not have a complete freedom to dig deep
and report something that may contradict from what the governmental officials said.
However, the dependency on governmental officials for attribution was almost equally

observed by both the state owned and the private media.

Most of their news stories cite government officials who may not clearly and implicitly
underline the real scenario for the sake of political advantages. They could have done
better by searching and researching what is happening there from the grassroots. Getting
the reason behind the conflict requires getting balanced views from the two conflicting
bodies. Assessing the historical background, how things come to such complexity and
there by costing lives of people and massive destruction of properties, failure of attempts
of peaceful discussions and failure to seek lasting solution for the problem all have their
own reasons behind them. However, knowingly or unknowingly, the news stories of the
three newspapers didn’t say anything all about the reasons behind this bloody conflict

except those common reasons the government frequently blamed.
4.5.4. Minimizing harm
The three newspapers strive to minimize harm

According to Society for Professional Journalists, the journalistic role to minimize harm

is related to treatment sources, subjects and colleagues as human beings deserving of
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respect on one side and their role in minimizing the harm on another side. Regarding the
first role, the three newspapers engagement right with the victims was almost meager,
and hence nothing can be said about their role. Because, no news story was prepared and
published by going right to the conflict area, since all news stories were produced based

on events.

As to the second role of minimizing harm, the three newspapers did well from the ethical
perspective of minimizing harm. The news stories were trying to minimize the harm that
may happen due to the armed conflict of the two people. The news stories emphasized
that no one will gain from warring conflicts and the groups should come to a common

background for discussion.

The news story which was published on 6 Nov, 2019 states that: ««a4%'GS AS 7T Q2104
NhHNSG NooF 22T avhhd & TICTT AvEFT @-LLT ovEavé hNdAY
NArT oL @281 aoPHGA:: Itis literally translated as: We come to the discussions
cognizant of the essence of discussions to seek solutions for the problems between the
government and the public avoiding the ‘us and them’ labeling. (Reporter: 6 Nov, 2019)

(Translated by the researcher)

As it could be seen the news stories like the previous one and others tried to minimize
harm by calling for public discussions. The news stories framed the condition as
something which should not have happened and which will never add an important asset

for the two parties.
4.5.5. Emotional feelings
No emotional feeling has been observed in the news stories

Regarding avoiding emotional feelings, the news stories were free of emotional feelings
and provocations of one group on the other. According to different scholars one way of
the manifestations of emotionality is the backing/ blaming game. Journalists come to
blame one party and back every action of the other party which has an emotional
attachment to them. The news stories of the three newspaers mostly call for calm and
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peaceful solutions for the conflict. No news story was found blaming one of the

conflicting bodies and backing the other.

In conclusion, the news stories of the three newspapers were found at two opposing
junctions regarding ethicality. At one pole, the three newspapers were found ethical in
relation to avoiding bias, avoiding emotional attachments, and trying to minimize harm.
Regarding avoiding bias, no news story was found framing one group in favor of the
other and vice versa. No news story was found blaming one of the conflicting bodies and
backing the other. As to avoiding emotional attachments, the news stories didn’t blame
one part for the conflict while taking the action of another group right for granted. As to
their contribution to minimize harm, the newspapers framed the condition as something
which should not have happened and which will never add an important asset for the two

parties.

On another junction, the three newspapers found unethical in terms of seeking the truth
and balancing the viewpoints of the conflicting groups. Their limitation in seeking the
truth is manifested in their failure to entertain opinion of the public from the grassroots.
Their news stories didn’t add anything which hasn’t been said by officials. The three
newspapers showed massive limitation in digging deep and unveil something different
from the words of officials. As to balancing the viewpoints of conflicting parties, almost
all the news stories didn’t try to entertain the view points of the conflicting points due to
the fact that their news stories only rely on government officials.
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Chapter five: Conclusion and Recommendations

5.1. Introduction

This chapter presents the conclusion and of this thesis and recommend ideas that have to
be done for concerned bodies. The first part deals with the conclusion of this piece of
work. This part tries to preset the summary or gist of the work. Following the conclusion,

important tips are recommended based on the findings for concerned bodies.
5.2. Conclusion

This study rooted on examining the media coverage of the Amhara — Qimant conflict by
relying on Addis Zemen, Reporter and Bekur. The three newspapers are published in
Ambharic, the federal working language of the country. Addis Zemen is owned by the
federal government while Bekur is owned by the Amhara National Regional State.
Reporter is a privately owned newspaper. The three newspapers are purposively selected
for the research. Addis Zemen and Reporter have relative wider coverage while Bekur is

added it is the regional state newspapers where the conflict happens.

Different studies and books related to conflict reporting, Qimant identity quest, the role
of media in conflict resolution, ethical considerations in conflict reporting and so on have
been reviewed. Besides, this research is guided with Framing Theory. Framing Theory is
found to be an important theory to assess how the three newspapers framed and reported

the conflict.

Based on the problem statement and the reviewed literatures, this research developed the
following three research questions. How do the three newspapers portray the root causes
of the conflict? How do the three newspapers cover the news of the conflict from the
ethical perspective? What does the contribution of the three newspapers to flare or
resolute the conflict looks like? So, the research answered these questions to draw

conclusions.

The researcher used qualitative research approach to conduct this study. The researcher
collected a total of 41 news stories which focus on the Amhara — Qimant conflict from

the three newspapers. Fourteen news stores were reported by Addis Zemen, while
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Reporter and Bekur reported fifteen and twelve news stories respectively during the
research time frame. The news stories got systematic coding for interpretation. The
conventional content analysis technique was used to analyze these news stories
qualitatively. Conventional qualitative content analysis is one of the content analysis
techniques where coding categories are derived directly from the raw data. Conventional
content analysis is generally used with a study design whose aim is to explore a

phenomenon, in this case the media coverage of the Amhara — Qimant conflict.

This research unveiled that the three newspapers produced almost all the news stories
about the conflict based on events such as press conferences, government briefings,
conferences and press releases. No project/ planned news story was found about the

Ambhara — Qimant conflict by the three newspapers during this research’s time frame.

Similarly, the news stories about the conflict all found completely relying on government
officials as a source. Although the truth is very close to victims of armed conflicts, eye
witness, inhabitants, elders, religious fathers, and conflicting groups, the three
newspapers didn’t take them as sources. Apart from that, no news stories tried to cross-
check the trustworthiness of the information of the official from the conflicting groups.
However, two news stories of Reporter tried to cross-check causalities from residents

though they prefer to use anonymous sources.

In reporting about the root causes of the conflict, most of the news stories of the three
newspapers portrayed ‘vested interest of some armed groups’ as the root cause of the
conflict. The three newspapers were limited to reporting on what has been said by the
governmental officials reporting about the cause of the conflict. Most of the officials
were labeling ‘armed anti-peace groups who aim to change the area into turmoil’, as the
root cause of the conflict and the three newspapers reported as it is without digging
behind that. TPLF and ‘representatives’ of the Qimant identity quest have also been

portrayed as causes of the conflict.

Regarding the contribution of the newspapers to resolute or flare the conflict, most of
their news stories were contributing for peaceful resolution of the conflict. In doing so,

they tried to focus on the long lasting unity of the two brotherly and sisterly people,

73



promoting peaceful discussion among the public and isolating the groups with hidden
agenda from the public’s interest were among techniques the three newspapers focus on

to contribute for peaceful resolution of the conflict.

Regarding the ethicality of the three newspapers in reporting the conflict, the news stories
of the three newspapers were found at two opposing junctions regarding ethicality. At
one pole, the three newspapers were found ethical in relation to avoiding bias, avoiding
emotional attachments, and trying to minimize harm. Regarding avoiding bias, no news
story was found framing one group in favor of the other and vice versa. No news story
was found blaming one of the conflicting bodies and backing the other. As to avoiding
emotional attachments, the news stories didn’t blame one part for the conflict while
taking the action of another group right for granted. As to their contribution to minimize
harm, the newspapers framed the condition as something which should not have
happened and which will never add an important asset for the two parties.

On another junction, the three newspapers found unethical in terms of seeking the truth
and balancing the viewpoints of the conflicting groups. Their limitation in seeking the
truth is manifested in their failure to entertain opinion of the public from the grassroots.
Their news stories didn’t add anything which hasn’t been said by officials. The three
newspapers showed massive limitation in digging deep and unveil something different
from the words of officials. As to balancing the viewpoints of conflicting parties, almost
all the news stories didn’t try to entertain the view points of the conflicting points due to

the fact that their news stories only rely on government officials.

Therefore, the research concluded that, the three newspapers’ source selection was
inappropriate for its complete dependency to government officials and ignorance to
victims of armed conflicts, eye witness, inhabitants, elders, religious fathers, and
conflicting groups. Besides, the three newspapers’ interest to dig the truth and search of
reality beyond from what is said from different events was found too limited too. The
three newspapers didn’t prepare project and planned news stories about the conflict, and
thereby their stories didn’t show detailed information about the conflict. The three

newspapers need to plan and produce project news stories in situations like the Amhara —
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Qimant conflict. To forward persuasive solutions, the media need to understand the
complete scenario. Their dependency on events prevented them from seeking the real

scenario of the conflict from the horse’s mouth.

Furthermore, ethicality of the three newspapers found at opposing junctions. The three
newspapers were ethical in terms of prioritizing humanity, impartiality and minimizing
harm while they show limitations in seeking the truth and giving balanced viewpoint of
the conflicting groups. Their limitation to seek the truth resulted in failure to search
about the inception of the identity quest, governmental decisions about the recognition of
the Qimant, the feeling of the community on those decisions, the involvement of civilians
on the conflict, the reaction of victims of the conflict, comments of eye witnesses and

underlying interest of the conflicting groups.

Emphasizing on project news stories, mixing the sources, especially attributing to the
grassroots, verifying the trustworthiness of stories and adhering with ethical principles

have been recommended based on the conclusions.
5.2. Recommendations

This research unveils that the three newspapers didn’t produce detailed and planned
project news stories which failed to show the real reason for the Amhara — Qimant
conflict that causes the death of innocent civilians and caused havoc in the area.
However, at least with those event based news stories, the three newspapers were
contributing for the peaceful resolution of the conflict. Thus, the following
recommendations are forwarded based on the findings of this research.

1. Emphasizing on project news stories. The three newspapers need to plan and produce
project news stories in situations like the Amhara — Qimant conflict. To forward
persuasive solutions, the media need to understand the complete scenario. It is
obvious that one cannot understand the complete scenario of a conflict like this
without deep research and interaction with all involving parties. Thus, they should
plan to go deep to the grassroots and unveil the truth beyond what is said from

conferences and press conferences.
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2. Mixing the sources. Most of the news stories of the three newspapers about the
conflict were quoting similar government officials residing in Addis Ababa or Bahir
Dar. However, the owner of the scenario such as victims of armed conflicts, eye
witness, inhabitants, elders, religious fathers, community representatives and
conflicting groups haven’t been interviewed or cited as sources. Apart from
preventing from reaching to the truth, excessive dependency on similar faces of
officials, prohibit the rights of audiences to listen from the horse’s mouth. Besides,
such dependency may lead them to bias if the officials show sort of bias for one of the
conflicting groups. So, the three newspapers should consider every reliable and
rational source for their news stories.

3. Verification. The three newspapers were simply reporting what has been said by the
officials without verification of the reliability of what has been said. The media need
to pass through different steps of verification. For instance, all the news stories were
saying the root cause of the conflict is ‘armed groups who want to change the area
into a massive turmoil’. Here, it should be clear that, what has been said in those
news stories (‘armed groups who want to change the area into a massive turmoil’)
might be the cause for the conflict. However, the media needs to pass through
systematic verification and cross-checking to figure out whether what has been said
was the real cause or other things caused the conflict. If the information gathered
from residents, warring parties, people who have close attachment with the scenario,
representative or victims confirm that, then that should be reported that way. If, to the
contrary, the information from the aforementioned sources shows different reason/s,
the reasons from the two sources should be displayed parallel.

4. Ethicality. It is found that the news stories of the three newspapers were found ethical
in reporting the conflict for except their limitations to dig hard to seek the truth and
balancing the viewpoints of conflicting parties. The news stories need to dig deep to
seek the truth and report it and give a balanced sight of the groups. Otherwise, their
report may be misleading, and gradually it may affect their credibility.
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Appendixes

about the conflict

1. Addis Zemen

Appendix 1: Headlines of the news stories of the three newspapers

No. | News Literal translation Date
published
1 NI MZ8 N+EML 16+ NAM- Conflict in Chilga woreda causes December 4,
ULDFS INF AL +8F 24N loss of life and havoc 2018
2 MéF PL/AM P M NIRLT ‘The damage is done by an armed February 11,
PHAME: SL4 10 — NCILLC BId and sited group’ Brigadier General | 2019
Asaminew Tsigie, ANRS Peace and
ANTRI@- &7 PATRL- NAAP AR+ . . '
Security Office Head
PRUTIHE NATP TN NLC IAL /
3 AN+ UIC AGeNF+Y AGYHIE, “The Community should not hand February 11,
S0 LT RAAR CPAMF PANFIDy,- | OVEr itself to groups working to 2019
dismantle nation” Brigadier General
ﬂC.D.E,,aCDE‘Ld«s\ ANFEI0 &7 PRTIG, Asaminew Tsigie, ANRS Peace and
e 5A4
4 PTONAPT T2OLA 11LLC HPFT AAGD Collaborative work is well February 19,
ATIAMNS NSVBF AP+AL MUY underway to sustain peace in 2019
AR Central and Western Gondar zones
5 APTTE P P92 NAA P e/$C | No one gives attention if TNRS January 9,
NPy @939 Pag PRGD MM~ PATDy, NNCH shows concern to Qimant Identity 2019
DEHE NLP ANCYI® — PhoutsRT quest
IoNC Nt AE-FNA
6 N132C N+HNA+® F6pet 1P Paamm- | Ministry of Defense discloses January 11,
P+go -k @4@'9}% AD-M-7 Pa9.98. confused information about the 2019
conflict in Gondar damages the
TUTFET Phdobl TNANE MINEC concurrent reform.
ANFDP
7 NN 1120 N+HNA+®- 916t 1P | The information about the conflict | January 12,
PO Pk AOZEPT AD-M7 PARAL. in West Gondar adversely affects 2019
CED the concurrent reform.
8 PO F T94Y ARG F+ AP+ “we are working to curb the January 18,
YDy NCILC Bhd-d AOATEID- 81 turmoil” Brigadier General 2019
Asaminew Tsigie, ANRS Peace and
;):\“2& NAA PRUTIFTT NATR 91 INF N Security Office Head
9 NCILC Bl AATRID- &2 DA h994- | Brigadier General Asaminew Tsigie | January 18,
NAA D& FP PEMF 18L L5 talks about the current security 2019
affairs of ANRS
10 | +450F7 NP PF M- PaybdgD o/, Resettlement work well underway | June 16,
2019

APt+N<4 10>
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11 | p+4TbA MIFFFTY dADAA ATHLegD Every citizen is called up on active | March 18,

AP1878 HI A18.LNZA M PN engagement to resettle dislocated 2019
citizens

12 | PAFPR P &ololsAVHI® FoI0°FG Ethiopia’s Federalism problems and | November
papean( KAMN, the concept of synergy 7, 2019

13 | 96019 UNF PARL M é YR AT Region warns forces of violence October 2,
NECLFO A8 b+ NAk Ahmyee | @nd havoc to restrain from their 2019

action

14 | p»y% PARYIHG 04N A+SLC P | The Qimant Identity and self- October 9,
NUIP aoy7 e AdADA: +IA0 governance quest answered legally | 2019

2. Reporter

No. | News Literal translation Date

published

1 NTONAP 438 HY APTF A 784 Civilian killed while properties 2 October
N3NZF AL +8F 220 were destructed in Central Gondar | 2019

2 PPaTF naq £ NMZ&H tef Aaees.ec | Qimant Committee discloses 6 November
HE. 1% hA readiness to negotiation 2019

3 PATYLTS PHARYE AHNTY N9 It Regional state discloses conflicting | 6 October
RFEE P MEZN ATLME FA PhAA Amhara and Qimant people will 2019
Do) i TR never dismantle Ethiopia

4 A43 APTF I°F5 NATRT T Ak NAL 156 suspects suspected for the death | 8 December
RANDGPT L GdA PHMLMé 156 of 34 and dislocation of over eight | 2019
AAANT +FNAM thousand households sued.

5 PPMYTY M P N+AAN+ N+AM-T Two prior decisions about Qimant 9 October
$L90%F M-ALPTF ANNA UA+ hh? quest were meant to be more of 2019
Mo WP BAS FALNP ASTOT political than constitutional
PIANTF@ N4 +NA

6 N2.8 MAPY NAL +4.5PPFT aRAN Over 700 million dollar is required | 10 April 2019
ATRELID 700 TAPY £AC PNLAIA to relocate over 2.8 dislocates

7 NTONAP 178C HY A+MAN +4.5$0F | Houses to be built for dislocates 10 April 2019
N3FFO AWLATD 10 residing in Central Gondar zone

8 PAIONAP 178C HY +4.5$F3 ANeP | Swindlers raise from the 12 May 2019
£ 96 Py AdD AONHFFO- +77 humanitarians of Central Gondar
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dislocates
9 NN 9120 N+E.MLM 91seet £188 | Fuel transport vehicles stopped at 13 January
MaAAR +RNCNEPTF SINC AL border due to the conflict at West 2019
S0Py Gondar
10 | NAT9Z4 NAA NFLMLD- 16T AL Discussion held on the conflict in 16 December
FORNC +277 Ambhara region 2018
11 | 96t NtPAPANTFED ELPT Resolving conflicts through military | 16 December
NOFLLP OCTOEPT NF MO& 7+ actions alone said to have negative | 2018
Mk Phé ATLTUT AR consequences
12 | NONAP 178C HY P+HLTPOT @ The number of dislocates said to 17 March
APEaD/ OO Pk AR raise in Central Gondar Zone 2019
13 | N138C P+ATYLM- PARPNANP LA The military force assigned in 20 February
RIPNF APTT NeMMC ~C APA detains five individuals 2019
14 | NONAP 178C LHLP AP MAP Temporary reside camps shut down | 23 June 2019
MAPPTF A AT A AP+HHT 10 in Central Gondar zone
15 | nAL.® 9a0F NhAAT N+E.Mé Over 1200 people killed in conflicts | 25 September
Qe T 1,200 NAL APT a0 FF that emerged in regions last year 2019
+1AR
3. Bekur
No. | News Literal translation Date published
1 NYLP ACP PNLAIA We need national reconciliation 6 December,
2019
2 AWATYP M-L 0% H9E, ao(Pr7 Qimant Identity and Self- 6 November,
PPAYYE PAYYIHG LN AN+LLC administration Committee discloses | 2019
SNNCAT TONAP ham4 TA8: readiness for peaceful discussion
3 «PRTET AHAN ADE&F PO AT “The public need to nullify the 21 December,
S84 T T NATETH NE+TF ALLMCE mission of politics and havoc 2019
P7ALh AT POYEF 1I8.PTY +4h traders through unity and integrity”
NAMA
ARG AANT:y AN
4 NATYZ NYEP NAAP AR N T State stance of ANRS on current 17 October,
NOPFP F8L AL PHAM AR, affairs 2019
5 NTONAR 1T7LC HY 684, ANNN, AT The conflict in Central Gondar 24 October,
4780 N+ AHH A&A NI +4me Zone Chilga woreda and Gondar 2019
City Azezo Sub city posed negative
PINZ@- 16t ANTERP AT NANANE- impact on the surrounding.
AN P +005° ANEZA:
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6 NG+ AL P+aoh/+ pag pgojgn Regional Peace and Security Office | 16 December,
KCIPE A@ALS AT T mETY discloses readiness to carry out 2018
ADAMF 5P+AZ TFHY PhAL AATEE research based and sustainable

measures
2971F 19N NE A FDP::

7 PATYZ NAA POOTYTF M PEPTY House of Federation hails Amhara | 10 October,
PADAANTF ADY78 AAAT 9RAA POQ P region’s. exemplary_way of 2019
IR PdaBulsliY TNC LT A responding to identity

8 13eC ANNMN +NAS PINZE- FoIC Political parties say the turmoil 17 October,
P+byNNZ Al Y P7ALN evidenced around Gondar was 2019
TOEPTG BCEST +6760: organized conspiracy

9 PATIL NAA LYYy Ee PAM S NM-INA Briefing and decision of the 24 October,

P Il ADAAEHT M-ALPT Amhara region Security and safety | 2019
council
“p NAY APT AT M1N 7A+h®EF | “The youth need to be alert, the eptember,

10 ag p + h h need to be alert, th 198 b
TRFMI MMk YT AANF: mPAL | Mess is caused by hoary 2019
MYNHC 0NE WD (BN-+C) politicians

11 | (PAT9LT NAA PMCYF AD-2 g “Groups who aim to change 26
A@ £/ Paq mé. kAT heAhATF®-go: | Amhara region to war zone will September,2019

" | never succeed, we have complete
'B:: f\ma,ezqagiq,anm nAg® - power and readiness to deter our
ATNANA APT>T NLHT AT A | seif if one comes to do s0” Ato
ATTU A0 Agegnehu Teshager
12 PATYLY NAA PCYF AD-2a9 Ay e/ | “Groups who aim to change 26 September,
Amhara region to war zone will 2019

P g ANAT ARANATO-I::

never succeed
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