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Key to transliteration

The following symbols for the transliteration of Amharic sound not known to

English readers are used.

| Vouls
Sounds Symbols
h 4 as in mdrqos “CHN
A 0 asin ddrdk 2CP
A, i asin kinat ot
h o asin photo 6t
h e as in Gabrd'el MMNChA
Il Consonants
Sounds Symbols
F ¢ asin car TC
A/0 $ asin sar oc
m t asin tabdy mae
A p' asin rap'i LA,
+ q asingalam +age

n N asin Samd ney
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Abstract

T&'ammoadra Maryam is a corpus of narratives about the miracles performed by
Virgin Mary. Although it is popular among the laity of the Ethiopian Tewahido
Orthodox Church, after being introduced in the mid of the 15th century, it has not
been investigated from the point of view of modern Narrative Theory. Aimed at
analyzing the narrative time of the Td&'ammodra Maryam that contains the collection
of recent miracles, this study discusses some features of the text. Setting,
significance of miracles and the categories are among the features of the text
considered .

The analysis of narrative time: order, duration and frequency, is mainly
based on the relevant theory by Gerard Genette and Shlomith Rimmon-kenan.
The analysis of order showed that there a chorological presentation of events.
The examination of the duration of events in the narratives indicated that scenic
representation is in the form of prayer and prescriptive utterance. Acceleration is
found in the episodes that orients the story and in the group of miracles about the
prophecies of Virgin Mary. Pause in the story is prevalent only to exalt St. Mary
while ellipsis is not in the stories.

Singulative telling is common in the stories while repetitive narration is absent in a
story but there are nine events that are recurrent in the corpus of stories
Ta'ammodra Maryam.

As a whole the analysis of narrative time indicates that each miracle is
structured from a perspective to create a single effect on the mass that hears
/reads/ it. This effect is persuading to honor and believe in the intercessory role of
Virgin Mary-as owed by Her Son, Christ.



Introduction

Christianity was introduced to Ethiopia early in the first century and had become
official religion since the 4th century and until the 1974 revolution. As a result
translation of Biblical scriptures, exegesis, service books of the Coptic Church,
texts dealing with the lives of saints and fathers of the church flourished

(Getachew 1995:40). These texts are either translations or original compositions.

During the reign of Zar'a Ya'dgob (1433-1467), situations conducive to further
translation and composition were created. Superstition was common in the society
and even in the royal family. In an effort to reverse the situations, the king
influenced church scholars to compose and translate texts dealing with lives of
saints. For instance, Masdhafod Mistir (the book of light) and Masdhéafo MdJdlad
(the book of nativity) were the famous works of the king himself. "Of the greatest
importance in Gd'dz literature and Ethiopian culture of the 15th century is the book
of Td'ammadrd Maryam " (Ferenc, 1985:275 ). The Ethiopian version of the
T&'ammir (from Arabic to God'dz ) appeared in 1441 which was followed by the
rules for reading miracles and regulations for veneration of the Virgin Mary
(Ullendorff, 1945:56). The work is translated into Gd'dz, and then into Amharic with

some additional miracles that were believed to have occurred in Ethiopia.

According to Getachew, these miracles were from most of the Christian
world, Spain, France, Palestine and most of all from Egypt (1995:50). The findings
of Ferenc indicated that there are 316 stories (1985). However, Getachew

(1995:50) mentioned that there are about 600 stories of miracles. The number of



miracles used for the ministry in the church is 316. However, there are versions of
publication containing 111, 66 and 63 miracles published in 1924, 1948 and 1961
E.C." respectively. The text selected for the study is the one compiled and
published by Tesfa Gebre-silassie (in 1988 E.C.), which contains 402 T&'ammirs
(miracles). The note given, by this publisher says that miracles of the 20th century
have been included in the text that made it the stated number. Hence, the study
takes this text which is comprehensive among the stories accessible in the country

for this study.

The miracles in Gd'd0z and Amharic appear on each page of the text side by
side. The analysis is based on the Amharic version of the miracles, as it is the

main medium by which it is communicated to the greater number of believers.

The study is divided into four parts. The first part provides the background
through which Td'ammdrd Maryam is the point of investigation. It also provides
reviews of prior studies related to the subject. The second part presents the
general features of Td'ammodrd Maryam which includes the grouping setting and
significance. The third part reviews the theoretical framework of narrative time into
which the text is seen. The analysis in the final part of this paper will be made on
representative samples selected from categories of miracles ascribed to St. Mary
before her birth, during her lifetime and after her ascension in line with narrative
time concepts of order, duration and frequency. Some concepts and terminology
would be used from the theoretical sources. Translations of the Amharic extracts

from the representative samples are also made into English.

* Ethiopian Calnder,



Background

1-1 Statement of the Problem

Gd'oz literature is often classified in three major groupings. Translations,
adaptations and original writings constitute the three classifications. The first
grouping falls into manuscripts and documents, mostly ecclesiastical, from Greek,
Syriac, Arabic and other languages. The second classification includes writings,
which are adaptation from previous works in the aforementioned languages. The
third group comprises writings, which are original compositions. Amharic texts of
the Christian Literature began to appear in the 17th century with the translations of
Mazdmura Dawit (the Psalter of David) and Wddassie Maryam (the Praise of St.
Mary) (Ferenc: 1985). After Amharic has became official language of the country,
the texts in Gd'dz appear simultaneously with Amharic in most of the ecclesiastical
writings today.

Hagiographies and Miracles performed by saints are some of the
ecclesiastical writings in narrative form. A narrative, whether oral or written, is one
way by which human wisdom and outlooks are reflected. In an essay about
narrative analysis, William Labov (1997) said, "The discussion of narrative and
other speech events at the discourse level...is tracing the transfer of information
and experience in a way that deepens our own understandings of what language
and social life are all about". Td'ammdrd Maryam, which is popular to date in the
Ethiopian Tewahido Orthodox Church (EOC), is among these narratives®. One

miracle of St. Mary is read out to a congregation each Sunday during the liturgy.

* The stories of the miracles are sermons, however, in modern theoretical thinking they are narratives.



Hearing the miracle is tantamount to taking Holy Communion. This is, in fact, if
one failed to take it for some compelling reasons. A miracle is also read daily as
part of the prayer during service and individually at home. Despite its popularity
among the considerable part of the Christians, detailed literary studies have not
been conducted on the narrative features of the text. This could be due to the
concentration of scholars on the 'what' rather than the 'how' of the text. Hence,
Td'ammdrd Maryam was not seen in the light of modern narrative theory which

may limit our scope to understand how it is structured.

Thus, Td'ammadrd Maryam will be analyzed from three perspectives of
narrative time: order, duration and frequency. Based on the analysis of the text,

attempts will be made to answer the following research questions:

(i) - what are the general features of Td'ammadrd Maryam?

(i) -how are events and episodes arranged?

(iii) - how is story time and discourse time proportioned?

(iv) - how often does an event occur in a story?

(v) - is there a possible way of classifying the miracles?

(vi) - what effects does the arrangement, duration and frequency of events

have on the audience?

1-2 Review of the Literature



Ethiopian and foreign scholars have carried out studies on works of Ethiopian
religious (Christian) Narratives. The scholars have studied Gd'oz texts for their
significance as the treasure house of the nations administrative, social, economic
and, religious history. They t have contributed fairly in introducing the genres of

Ethiopian Christian literary tradition.

There are works written in European languages like lItalian, German and
French. However, according to Fekade, (1997:164) these studies focus on issues
departing from literary values.
Scholars like Cerulli, Guidi, Conti-Rossini and others who wrote following
them seem to be mainly interested in the historical, religious and linguistic
significance of the works. Their interest in the manuscripts generally
focused on seeking evidences for historical and religious questions they
were examining. Ibid.

This implies that the narrative techniques of the text were not point of focus.

Works produced in English by both foreign and Ethiopian scholars have
touched upon the subjects of Tdammodrd Maryam . Hyatt (1928) and Ferenc
(1985) gave an overview of the literature in classical Gd'dz. Hyatt described briefly
the origins and the setting of the miracles. Ferenc on his part mentioned also the
origins and some features of the texts. Both scholars state that the texts are
concerned with moral teachings. Their consideration of Td'ammdrd Maryam do not
seem to be thorough and nothing is mentioned how the stories are presented.

Some scholars have translated miracles of the Virgin Mary and various

treaties related to the doctrine of the church from Go'dz. Budge rendered some

stories of the Virgin Mary into English in1933 under the title "Legends of our Lady".



The translation is from manuscripts of Ethiopian texts taken to Britain in 1868 by
the British expeditionary army and now in the British Museum. Fourteen items
(because all are not miracle stories) were translated in a collection under the
aforementioned title. The description of St. Mary's physique and character, as well
as the salutation to the members of her body (Malka'd Maryam) and praise of Mary
(Wedéssie Maryam) are among the parts of the text translated into English. They
are not included in the text this research is considering. The history of Hanna and
the specimen of Argdnona Maryam (the harp of Mary®), which are also in this
volume are not in Td'ammodrd Maryam.

Among the fourteen stories translated by Budge and available in the text
under consideration are the covenants of Jesus Christ made with His Mother as a
reward for 'the Five Sorrows', the history of the Virgin Mary as told to Theophilus
and Timothy, patriarchs of Alexandria. The account of annunciation, conception,

Her visions of paradise and hell as well as Her death are also available.

The other translation by Budge is "One Hundred and Ten Miracles of Our
Lady Mary" published in 1923 and available in the text. This translation contains
introduction to the miracles of the Virgin Mary. The content of the introduction that
states who should read the miracles to the congregation and the rituals to be
performed before reading. These include the prostration of a bishop or the priest
three times before the tabernacle and cense the altar and the portrait of the St.
Mary by blessing the Holy Trinity and the Virgin Mary. The introduction also

contains an instruction to the laity that those who are strong shall stand and those

* Budge's translation,



who are not to sit down to hear a miracle. It also lists the 33 festival days of St.
Mary to be observed by the faithful. All the mentioned descriptions appear in the
text this research is dealing under Magodom (Preface), which Budge refers it as
'Introduction’.

The miracles translated and contained in the volume are 110. Budge
argues that the miracles contained in the Ethiopic manuscript, which are 316, not
all are original. He said, "when duplicates, variant versions, trifling events and
other composition that ought not to have been incorporated in the manuscripts, the
number is reduced by two thirds" (Budge, 1923:XXX). His reasoning is
convincing, as there are duplicates and variant versions of the stories for one who
needs representative for research and study. The text under discussion contains a
good number of miracles that happened after his translation of the miracles he got
from the British Museum. This is because there are stories collected after 1868
(the year the manuscripts Budge has translated were taken to British Museum).
What makes the translation of these miracles different from the pervious volume is
that Budge here included extracts from some ancient European versions of the
stories in Latin to some of the stories.

Taye Asefa (1988), in a study entitled "Dreams in Ethiopian Literature"
examined the aspects of dream in realizing miracles in Td'ammodrd Maryam . He
emphasized that dream is one of the means by which miracles are unveiled. Taye
identified prophetic, prescriptive and illustrative types of dreams. Taye stressed
the complexity of prophetic dream, which is interpreted with multiple meanings and

involves symbolism. He described that this kind of dream apparently employs



Biblical allusions (Taye, 1988:164). This is proper when compared with the walking

visions which takes literal meaning of a dream.

Dreams that render guidance to the personages to take caution or behave
righteously is prescriptive dream. "The prescriptive dream in Td'ammodrd Maryam
could serve as a medium for conveying the action to be taken in walking life as
well as warning on the consequences of failing to take that action" (Taye,
1988:162). Some prescriptive dreams have symbolism and not clearly evident,
mixing up the dream and the walking vision. Taye says this form of dream helps
for the development of the plot. On the other hand, the illustrative dream has little
symbolism, the object in the dream and its actual referent is the same. This type of

dream tends to assume thematic significance.

Getachew Haile also collected and translated texts belonging to St. Mary and
some treatise of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church related to the reign of Zar'a
Ya'dgob with the title "Mariology of Zar'a Ya'dqob " in 1992. The translation of the
items in this volume are about the sermon in honor of the Archangel Gabriel, the
revelation of the miracle of Mary according to John, Son of Thunder, and the nine
miracles of St. Mary. The sermon in honor of the Archangel Gabriel glorifies him,
as he was the carrier of the annunciation and concurrently gives an exalted place
to St. Mary.

The dual virginity of Mary, agreement of the eighty-one canonical scriptures,
almsgiving and Christian baptism are also tracts Budge has translated. Getachew

stated that the author of these four tracts is most probably Emperor Zar'a Ya'dqob



or other scholars under his guidance. The other nine miracles, which are the main
parts of the volume, are believed to have taken place during the time of the king.

There are some other related works with subjects of the Miracles of the Virgin
Mary. Amsalu Aklilu (1976 E.C.), made a passing remark on the period Td'ammdra
Maryam was translated into Gd'dz and some of its features. Getachew Haile
(1995) also dealt briefly with the introduction of Td'ammodrd Maryam in the
Ethiopian Orthodox Church during the reign of king Zar'a Ya'aqob (1433-1467) and
its implications to the laity and the clergy in the article entitled "Highlighting
Ethiopian Traditional Literature". All the aforementioned scholars attempted to
provide an overview of the origin and some of its characteristics while examining
Gd'dz and Ethiopian literature in general.

Anteneh Aweke's MA Thesis (1993 ) showed the role of narrators in Gd'oz
and Ambharic prose fiction in which he also included briefly narrators in Td'ammdrét
(miracles) . He examined the influence of Gd'dz narratives on early didactic prose
fiction. An MA Thesis on a similar subject by Samuel Yalew (2000) has dealt in
detail with the narrative structure of Td'ammdrd Méla'dkt (Miracles of Angels). He
came up with thirty-five functions. The number of functions in the texts ranges from
four to twenty one. But all of them consist of four basic functions: departure
/prayer/, repentance, helper and fulfillment / resolution/. Even if the miracles may
have similar structural features, the motives of the miracles in Td'ammadrd Maryam
are different, playing the role of intercession between man and God. The subject

of Td'ammdrd Maryam is St. Mary while in Td'ammodrd Méla’ckt the subjects are



Angels. Besides this, Samuel didn't consider the narrative time (Order, duration
and frequency) of Td'ammodrd Méla’dkt.

Another MA Thesis by Ephrem Eshete (1999) with the title "Narrative
Techniques of Three Selected Ethiopian Hagiographies" raised narrative time as
one of the techniques used in the hagiographies. However, hagiographies are
works that celebrate the lives of saints, which are biographies. Td'ammadrd Maryam
is different in the sense that each miracle stands independently as a story. On

account of these facts, the domain in consideration is an unexplored area.

1-3 Objective of the Study
The study is aimed at presenting the narrative time of the miracles in
Td'ammdrd Maryam. As its main objective, the paper will attempt to describe the
order, duration and frequency of the miracles. It is specifically aimed at
(i) - identifying the arrangement of events, actions or episodes in the
Tad'ammdrd Maryam;
(i) - seeing whether events , actions or episodes are given equal duration in

the text;

(iii) - identifying the events' frequency in the text; and
(iv) - indicating the common characteristics of the miracles in light of the

narrative time.

1-4 Methods of the Study

The study is a descriptive one whereby textual analysis plays the major role in

the explication of the theoretical framework of narrative time. It begins with the



selection of texts and references essential to the subject under study. Critical
reading of texts is made throughout the course of the study. Then, the main
analysis of sample miracles from the text carried out in line with the theoretical
ground laid by Genette (1980) and Rimmon-kenan (1983), two narrative theory
proponents, about narrative time. Hence, the study is predominantly library search

work.

1-5 Application of Results

In a broader perspective the literary tradition of Ethiopia contains both original
works and translations from foreign sources, which are mainly Christian literature.
Getachew, who has conducted studies on various features of God'dz writing says,
"What we do have is a written tradition that deserves the attention of literary
scholars and historians"(1995:39). It is equally important to consider the texts from
the point of view of narrative theory so as to learn why they are structured as such.
As Td'ammodrd Maryam falls under the prose genre of Gd'dz literature, it is
essential to examine the text from the perspective of narrative time as part of a
preliminary and detailed analysis of the narrative techniques. This, in turn, would
help to look into the time frame in similar religious and non-religious narratives. It
would also augment to providing clues to further investigate varying aspects of

Td'ammodrd Maryam.



About Ta'ammodrd Maryam

Before going into the analysis of the text, it is essential to discuses the major
features of the text. Thus, this part of the study is dedicated to look into the major
features of Td'ammodrd Maryam by starting with the definition of a miracle.

2-1 Definition of a Miracle

The Anchor Bible Dictionary defines miracle as "An extraordinary occurrence
attributable to God's hand which leaves a marked impression in the text..."(1992 )
it is occurrence or the presentation of unusual which signifies the deliverance or
punishment of the divine power. The Dictionary of the Bible also defines miracle as
an extraordinary event that manifests divine powers, which are wonders to human
understanding, and therefore human beings perceive it as a sign of deliverance or
punishment from God (2000). The manifestation of divine power may happen with
or without human agents of God.

A miracle is an event occurring within human experience in which the hitherto
observed operations of nature appear to be overruled or suspended. Such event is
usually ascribed to the intervention of divine power. Many events that are
considered miraculous are recorded in the Old Testament. For instance, the
creation of the world and of a man by God (Gen1:1-23) is the greatest miracle.
The Ten Plugs, (Exo7-10 ) and the division of the Red Sea waters ( Exo. 14) are
some of the miracles of God's deliverance of Israelites from the oppression of

the Pharaoh.

10



The New Testament records numerous miracles by Jesus and the apostles.
The miracles by Jesus include exorcisms, resuscitation and healing. Some of the
miracles could be regarded as direct divine intervention. It is equally possible that
phenomena coincidental with a crisis in a nations history may have been regarded
as direct involvement of God. Especially, this would be the case if prayers for
deliverance have preceded them. Such answers to prayer for deliverance have
succeeded them and all such answers have miraculous aspects. It is in line with
this definition that the stories of the miracles of St. Mary are considered in this
study.
2-2 Significance of the Miracles

The miracles in Td'ammdrd Maryam are aimed at conforming to divine
mission. Most of the miracles are directed towards the alleviation of suffering.
They are a special manifestation of God's love and mercy, which help to prepare
the way for the faith. Marvelous events occurring with in human experience, which
could have not been brought about by human power or by the operation of any
natural agency, and are ascribed to the special intervention of the deity or some
supernatural being. In Christianity these are chiefly an act of healing, controlling
over the laws of nature and serving as evidence that the agent is either divine or

especially favored by God.

In Td'ammodrd Maryam, St. Mary restores severed body parts, brings sinners

back to life so that they can repent, cures the sick, preserves chastity and saves
the endangered. Exorcism and resuscitation are also the miraculous acts

performed by St. Mary. The stories end happily. Everybody gets involved in

11



praising and serving God because of her role of intercession between man and
God. The Virgin, in many of her appearances, cautioned those who believe to
rectify their errant ways or face the wrath of an angry God."She is often called
'‘Covenant of Mercy' (Kidane Meheret).,that is mediator through her intercession
for those who invoke Christ through her name (as Christ made a promise
(mehrert) to His mother to save all those asking her intercession)" (Chaillot, 2002
:131). Hence, the miracles in the Td'ammdrd Maryam are directed towards

preparing the way for eternal salvation in line with Christian principles.

2-3 Setting
The time coverage of miracles is long. It begins when Adam and Eve failed to

obey the order of God and the prophecies that God would send Jesus to be born

from a virgin and redeem the world. The 1St miracle in the text is about the story of
Adam and Eve who failed by eating the forbidden fruit and how God promised to
return human being to heaven or redeem by being born from the child (St. .Mary )

begotten from Adam. The miracles of St. Mary considered in this paper have also

miracles believed to have happened in the 1990's. The 398th miracle is about how
St. Mary miraculously prepared the way for the capture of thieves while they were
trying to share the sacred relics they had stolen from Addis Alem Maryam Church.
The researcher remembers well the story of theft reported by the local media.
There are also other accounts of miracles that happened in Addis Ababa and
Egypt in the 1990's. The exact successions of the miracles that appear on the

corpus are not all in order of their appearance. In general the time coverage

12



ranges from the times of Old Testament, when human beings (Adam and Eve) had
fallen (according to Christianity) until the end of the 20th century.

In some of the stories it is difficult to tell the place and time the miracles took
place. Even if there is a mention of the place and personages, they are indistinct,
like in a certain place there lived a person ... and then goes on to tell the story. |,
By and Large, the miracles took place in areas where Christianity originated and
its early dissemination in the Middle East, Egypt, Ethiopia and in some European
countries.

2-4 Groupings of Miracles

The Miracles in Td'ammdrd Maryam are not grouped either in subject or in
periods. Based on their manifestation, the miracles could be grouped in to three.
These are miracles ascribed to Virgin Mary before her birth, during her existence
on earth and after Her ascension.

2-4-1 Miracles before Her birth

The miracles before Her birth were mainly the prophecies about her birth and
bearing God in virginity and the redemption of the world by Jesus." Our Lady Mary
had been proclaimed from Adam to Abraham to Moses. And from Moses to David,
son of Jesse, she appeared in many different images " (Getachew, 1992:34).
These miracles are usually stories made from the Old Testament and exalted St.
Mary, as she is the mother of Jesus.

Here the question of how prophecies are considered as miracles could be
raised. It is evident that God's birth as a human being from the Virgin Mary is a

miracle. Before the coming of Jesus there are prophecies about his first coming.

13



These were manifested in various miraculous acts that signal the mystery of
incarnation. For instance, God presented a sheep of sacrifice to Abraham instead

of his son, Isaac, when he was ready to sacrifice by being obedient to the order of

God. The 4th miracle is about the interpretation of this story.
xSqDi XNd 2EW h#1# wd xNt tmL!@ XmElh# Bii tSf XNds-h#H

LE kzZRH kY6/Q wgN sW ¢fi Imlé:T kmQrb# bStqR >IM bxNt LJ
mle:TnT xXYDNMA tW xIWYY (4)

"As I have promised to come to you before, like this time, my Son
would be from your race Isaac by which He is only a sacrifice, the
world is not redeemed by the sacrifice of your son ", and said "leave
it". (4)"

Therefore, the miracle that God made to Abraham by presenting a sheep for
sacrifice instead of Isaac after his obedience is interpreted as a sign that the Son
(Jesus) would be born and redeem the world. The miracles of this group also
contain the genealogy of the Virgin Mary, the time from her conception to her birth.

The miracles in this group are only 13 in number.

2-4-2 Miracles during Her Existence:

Miracles during Her existence cover from the time she was born until her
death and ascension. This includes miracles performed while she was living in the
temple, the time when she conceived and gave birth to Jesus in virginity. It also
encompasses the miracles during her fleeing to Egypt and Ethiopia carrying Jesus

where they faced hardships and were rescued by miracles as well as miracles

* Stories of the miracles in the text are numbered.
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after the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus Christ. The 67th miracle is one of the
miracles after the resurrection.
bz!ACM s>T KBRT xmb@-CN XJéN b-wrW yq¥ ;Y §Y AnCWY
XJENM b; Y+ §Y bAncET glz@ f{¥ AnCYY XNdI@§wM sW hi#l#

BR!N I¥yT OICYY (67)

At that moment when our honored Lady put her hand on the
woman's blinded right eye, it was absolutely cured and she was able
to see light like other people. (67)
The miracles during this time are the direct interaction of St. Mary with the natural
with natural phenomena and deliverance to those in need of the help by

appearing physically.

2-4-3 Miracles after Her Ascension

According to the teaching of the Church, the Virgin Mary ascended to

heaven after Her death. The 76th miracle in the text is the account about her
ascension. Most of the miracles in this corpus are ascribable to the time after her
ascension. The means and ways for the occurrence of the miracles is often
communicated beforehand to the receivers of the miracles through revelation in
dreams and apparition. The revelation in dreams is meant to guide what the

receiver of the miracle is expected to do to be salvaged from the danger or

temptation. For instance, the 244th miracle is the revelation of St. Mary in dreams

to a disabled person to perform the miracle of healing.

15



bxNA!T xgR WS_ xND mUg#: sW nbRYY IXs#M Xmb@-CN b?LM
1gl[CITYY XSk n/s@ :|%o SDST gN bxNg[ b@tKRStEAn# x-gB tqm_

B$§ ngrCWYY (244)

In a certain country there was a certain invalid person. Our Lady
was revealed in his dream and told him to remain seated about the
church until Nehassie” Sixteen . (244)

The miracles of apparition are usually to perform the miracles of healing.

The 378t miracle in the text is the apparition of St. Mary with angels and other
saints to cure a dedicated Christian woman called Samia that lived in Port Seid,
Egypt. The miracle took place in 1990.
kz!AM -#6-NA draN bAssC g!z@ XNd xA%c> bR yLA* bR wiL
BIO tkftYY XNd DNUY y--rWN b>=-¢éN kLAE* WS_ xwECSTA beE -
QL§ bxLUé x-gB b,gW -r’@2 §Y xsqm-CS§TYY bz!AM g!z@

AErkOTA xBréT km-#T QCiN wds¥Y xrgCYY (378)

When She softly rub down her breasts and chest, her heart was
opened wide like a door. She removed the cyst that is hard like a
stone and wrapped it up with a towel and put it on the table near her
bed. Then, She blessed her and ascended with saints escorting. (378)
The miracles were also performed by the portrait of the Virgin for those who
comply with the Christian principles but face temptations. There are miracles

against those who disgrace the honor She was given as a mother of God. These

miracles are not meant to hurt; rather they are meant to help them to repent after

* the month of August,
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having witnessed the miracles. In this group there are stories that seem difficult to
perceive as miracles. These are consecutive stories of prayer and praise of
Ethiopia (personified) addressed to St. Mary for its remaining sovereign, especially
after the 1896 defeat of Italians at Adawa. The praise implicitly tells that the
country remained sovereign, owing to the deliverance by St. Mary from the
powerful invading force.
2-5 Genre
It is essential to identify the work with regard to the genre it belongs to .

Td'ammdrd Maryam is a narrative in which the account of one story in 500 to 700
words. It is didactic in nature with a tone of prayer in prose form. For instance,
every miracle begins with a prayer.

ATSP AZ AHA%AY® (@71 LLCATT h9°ANT POALT

0720, 2 (2720 190 PAST  WNCT Aov(+T7%
PLLLNTD FAI°C LV 10

May her prayer and honor unto us for ever, this is the miracle done
by Our Lady who begot the Lord and remained steadfast in virginity
in body and mind.
It also ends with a prayer.
AP N AHAGAY® 07+ LLCANT ::
May Her prayer and honor be upon us of ever.
The miracles have similar features with tales in that they usually begin with
‘once upon a time' after introducing some of the personages involved in the story.
The miracle is meant and written to be read to the congregation. This is because

during the translation of the miracles few people are literate to read and that it is

not portable (because it was written on large vellum) as well as the honor given to
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Tad'ammdrd Maryam (Samuel, 98:2002). Consequently, the narrator (priest) tells
the congregation to attend the miracle in concentration.
2-6 Authorship

There is no clear evidence when the miracles were performed by St. Mary
and when disseminated. Ancient tradition asserts that immediately after the
crucifixion, She might have taken up her abode with John the apostle. Concerning
this Budge Writes " ...for ten years ,according to one authority, Mary lived in
Jerusalem and cleansed the leper, made the blind to see and the deaf to hear, and
cast out devils, and it is certain that her virgin companions would spread abroad
reports about her great works" (1923: xxx). In the preface given at the beginning
of the text indicates that the miracles were written by Patriarchs of Alexandria -
Theophilos and Timothios as told by Her. Bishop Degsiyos of the Church in Tiltilia,
Egypt, compiled the miracles. The Virgin Mary also told the miracles in dream,
apparition and vision to Aba Abraham, Aba Markos and Aba Matewos. The
miracles were written and complied by these personalities and then translated
from Arabic to Gd'dz during the ordinance of the bishops Aba Michael ,Aba Gabriel
and Aba Yohannis to Ethiopia from Egypt . "Some Ethiopian stories being added
and others being adopted to make them accessible to Ethiopian Readers" (Frenec,
1985:275). Thus, Ethiopians who translated the stories into Gd'dz and Amharic
languages adopted the texts to suit the cultural context of the society. However, it
is difficult to find out exactly who wrote the local stories and who later added

Ethiopian stories into the text. This could be because of the value given to the
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Virgin Mary and the miracles rather than the scribes. It is also due to the custom of
effacing the name of writers to show humbleness.
2-7 Beneficiaries of the Miracles

The receivers of miracles in Td'ammdrd Maryam are varied personages.
Most of the time the beneficiaries of the miracles were those who believed in
Christianity but at a certain time in their life failed to conform to the belief because
of temptations they faced. The others were those who were against the creed but
because of the miracles they were converted and became devoted Christians.
The other group of beneficiaries of the miracles were those who were indifferent to
the faith but after witnessing the miracles they were converted and became

devoted Christians throughout their lives.

Narrative Time: Theoretical Framework

Before going into the concepts of narrative time, it is worth discussing what
makes a text narrative as well as its structure. Genette has given three definitions
of narrative (1980:25 - 26). Firstly, the popular meaning given to narrative in the
modern time is that, " the narrative statement, the oral or written discourse that

undertakes to tell an event or a series of events" (Ibid.25). This definition
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emphasizes that an account of event could be in a written form or told orally. The
second definition by Genette and popular among theoreticians in the field is that
"narrative is the succession of events, real or fictitious" (Ibid.). This definition
entail that narrative could be an account of events whether they are real, like news
story and historical accounts or fictions, like the short story and epic poem. The
third definition concerns the narrator. Narrative consists of someone telling the
events, that is ,"the act of narrating taken in itself" (Ibid. 26). The narrator is an
indispensable agent of communication. He/She may take an infinite varity of roles
within a work as protagonist in the action describing events ,he/she witnessed
being the reader's friend, guide or enemy. In some works more than one narrator
is used, in other stories he/she is presented as an all-seeing storyteller. The
narrator may be a strongly defined and memorable character whose point of view
offers the meaning of the work. At the opposing extreme, the narrator may remain
restrained.

What structure could we find in a narrative? William Labov and Joshua
Waletsky developed a schema for narrative analysis based on the Aristotelian
pattern of dramatic progression in 1967. According to them, narratives need to
have the following structure: abstract-orientation-complication- resolution -

evaluation- coda (Labov: 1997).

An abstract is an initial clause in a narrative that reports the entire sequence
of events of the narrative, while an orientation clause gives information on the
time, place of the events of a narrative, the identities of the participants and their

initial behavior. A complicating action is a sequential clause that reports an event

20



in a next in response to a potential question, "And what happened [then]?" The
resolution function provides what finally happened. The evaluation action provides
social and/or personal significance to the story. It is also the climax, the punch line,
where narrators are expected to justify by taking the floor. Finally, the coda
provides temporal resolution within the story, i.e. what happened to the characters
and how they solved their dilemma. It then provides closure to the narrative.

Ta'ammdrd Maryam fulfills the definitions given by Genette that a narrative
should be written or oral discourse, succession of events and with a narrator telling
the story. The corpus of the miracle is a written discourse telling a miraculous
event ascribed to St. Mary. It is also an account of a series of events in an
individual miracle and constructed the events to make one whole. The miracles of
Td'ammdrd Maryam have also a narrator to narrate the series of events usually
from an omniscient point of view. Labove and Waletsky's narrative structure is also
evident in the stories.

Coming back to the concept of time, it is a social convention derived from
natural processes of day and night as well as a succession of seasons. It is one of
the fundamental bases on which all cultures rest and around which all activities
revolve. In a narrative, time has a significant place. Narrative is framed into its own
time framework to suit a particular genre or author while giving meaning.

Narrative time refers to the relation of the narrative and the actual story.
Stories like actual events have beginnings and endings but they do not have to
begin chronologically and proceed in a uniform direction at uniform pace toward

the end. In a story an hour, a day or a decade can be skipped or made into a
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narrative moment (a phrase or a sentence), or a moment can be expanded to fill

pages. The manipulation of time affects the story and the meaning as a whole.

According to modern theoreticians of narrative, like Gerard Genette, Rimon-
kenan and Michael J. Toolan three questions arise when considering time in
narrative: when? how long ? and how often? Concerning this Gerard Genette
says that narrative time is the study of the:

...Connections between the temporal order of succession of the events in the
story and the pseudo-temporal order of their arrangements in the
narrative,...connections between the variable duration of these events or
story sections and the pseudo- duration of their telling in the
narrative,...connections of frequency that is relations between the repetitive
capacity of the story and those of the narrative,....(1980: 35 )
And according to the arguments of Rimon-kenan (1983: 46), the three aspects of
the narrative, i.e order, duration and frequency are in disparity with the actual
occurrence of the story. No event corresponds with these aspects exactly when it
is narrated or converted into discourse. For instance an obituary which accounts

the life of a certain personage, which covers 50 years, could be reduced to a page

or could be read within only three minutes.

3-1 Order (when?)
The concept order could be defined as an arrangement of events and
episodes. Order in narrative answers the question that whether the events in the

story follow the actual chronology. Stories like actual time have beginnings and
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endings but they need not start at the beginning and finish at the end. They can
be told from end to beginning or even from middle to beginning.

When events happen to conform with the natural order, it is a chronological
order. If it is in disparity with the actual order, according to Genette, it is called
‘anachrony”™ (1980:35) . The two main types of anachrony are flashback and
flashforward. Flashback according to Genette is 'retrospection' which is the
presentation of events that have occurred before the current story of narration .
Flashforward, which is termed as 'anticipation’ or 'prolepsis’, is the presentation of
a future event before its proper time. Analepsis provides past information either
about the character, event or story-line mentioned at that point in the text or about
another character, event, or story line. For instance, if the events follow the order
1,2,3 and in the text they appear as 3,1,2 or 1,3,2 then, '3' is proleptic . On the
other hand, if the text order is 2,3,1 then, '1' is analeptic (Rimmon-Kenan
1883:46) .

In flashforward the actions anticipated could or could not occur. An objective
flashforward or certain anticipation presents an event that will actually occur,
whereas a subjective flashforward or uncertain anticipation is just a character's

vision of a likely future event (Genette, 1980 48-79).

3.2. Duration (how long?)
In a story an hour, a day or a decade can be skipped or condensed into a

narrative moment (a phrase or sentences). A moment can be expanded to occupy

* Words which are not English and directly used by theoreticians as well as those English words used to
describe the theoretical issues are italicized.
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pages. Duration covers the proportioning of story time and discourse time.
Rimmon-Kenan (1983: 44-45) says, in dealing with duration in narrative, that the
basic distinction that needs to be established first is that between 'story time' and
'discourse time'. Discourse time is the concept that takes into consideration an
average reader to read a passage, or, more commonly, the whole text. It can be
measured in the number of words, lines, or pages of a text.

Story time is the time taken up by an action in certain episodes or by the
whole action. To determine story time, one usually relies on aspects of textual
pace, intuition, and text-internal clues. In order to assess a narrative passage's
speed or pace, one needs to compare story time and discourse time. These two
occurrences can never be the same even in a segment of pure dialogue, which
seems that there is a coincidence or parallelism between story-duration and text
duration. This is because there could be a pause or speeding up while one utters.
"It is therefore by convention that one speaks of temporal equivalence of the story
and text in dialogue" (lbid. 52). With regard to this notion four major types of
relationship occur.

Genette (1980: 109-112) says in isochronous presentation (‘of equal duration’;
also congruent presentation, 'isochrony’), story time and discourse time are
approximately equal or rhythmically mapped. Normally this is the case in passages
containing lots of dialogues or detailed action presentation. Similarly, Rimmon-
Kenan (1983: 53-54) presents that isochrony is a defining feature of the 'scenic’

narrative mode. In speed-up or acceleration, an episode's discourse time is
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considerably shorter than its story time. Speed-up typically characterizes a
'summary' or 'panoramic' mode of presentation.

The other kind of time and action relationship in a story is slow-down or
deceleration. In deceleration, an episode's discourse time is considerably longer
than its story time. Rimmon-Kenan (1983: 53) again says that slow-down is a rare
phenomenon; many cases classified as slow-down are more properly interpreted
as congruent presentations of subjective time.

Ellipsis or omission is a stretch of story time, which is not textually
represented at all. The discourse halts; though time continues to pass in the
story, ellipsis is the maximum speed where zero textual space corresponds
to some story duration. Some critics consider ellipsis as a special case of
speed-up. Lastly, as described by Genette (1980: 99-106) a pause could be
seen in a story. During a pause, discourse time elapses on description or

comment, while story time stops and no action actually takes place.

3-3 Frequency (how often?).

In Narrative, frequency is the relationship of appearance of an event in the story
and the event in the text. It is the relation between the number of times an event
occurs in the story and the number of times it is mentioned in the text. An event is
not only capable of happening; it can also recur. "Symmetrically, a narrative
statement is not only produced, it can be produced again,can be repeated one or
more times in the same text" (Genette 1980:114). A system of relationship is
established between these capacities for repetition on the part of both the narrated

events (of the story) and the narrative statements (of the text). According to
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Remmon-kenan, this relationship in narrative could be summed up into three parts
(1983: 56-58): firstly, when an action happened once it is told once, it is
singulative (coined by Genette from the word singular) telling. Some actions by
nature could happen once but others repetitively. For instance, a human being is
born or dies only once but have meals several times or feel ill several times.
Hence, the recounting of the birth or the death in a story once is singulative

telling.

Secondly, the recounting of an action that happened once repetitively or
several times is repetitive telling. For example the birth of St. Mary is repeated
several times in a story then it is repetition. This may seem impossible at first
encounter as redundancy could be detected easily. However, when it is examined
the same event can be told several times not only with stylistic variations but also
with variations in point of view.

Thirdly, the recounting once of an action that happened several times is
iterative telling. If for example, a woman gives birth to eight children, the action of
giving birth is repeated eight times even if the children born are different. This will
not be told eight times unless there is the need to list the time and the children one
by one. With the above theoretical ground the stories of Td'ammdrd Maryam would

be looked into in the subsequent section.
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Narrative Time Analysis in Ta'ammdra Maryam

4-1 Order
As it has been raised in the previous section, order is the arrangement of
events in a story or an episode with regard to the time they happen. Analepsis and
prolepsis are viable when events will not follow chronological sequences either to
tell the past or the future from the present time in narration. In the stories of
Tad'ammdrd Maryam events are presented chronologically. The stories begin by
introducing the personages to be involved in the stories. Some times there is also
a mentioning of the place as well as the time of the story while at other times the
place and time are only known implicitly.
s o017 eI S PN LNt P10 A PB9
PULOA 71L LU-% PTMAL A7 (@ I0C V-A-EI°

AMANNCT P05 AM.ANKC ANP L PovlapfFm- LI
MN% AMANICI® Awl-0 w7 ArH0 894 10C: (13)

There was a man called Joachim born from the clan of Juda who married a wife
named Hanna from the side of the clergy. Both of begins by them were generous and
God-loving and the chosen . They were obedient and steadfast with the law of God .
(13)

The story begins by introducing Hanna and Joachim that they are couples

obedient to God and seeking a child. The main story traditional way of telling folk
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narrative. Then, it proceeds to stating how they get deliverance to their ambition to

have a child.

a1 a2e +7  hs “20ES A LE9° arpt@- o©fL HaA NS
0 (13)

Once upon a time Hanna his wife and Joachim came and got into the
garden. (13)
In the above statement, the feature, that begins by "...once up on a time...",

makes it similar with folktale. In consecutive miracles the story begins without
telling the background information.

LT L CAACR L P 09°L K07 NEPE MmCrT (£A
AL ¢ hrtaman (1A... (350)

When the Ethiopian King Amde Tsion victoriously returned from the war
of Dawaro...(350)

Ll 09080 A7 WahS.PF oC @Gyl 0L4L0MVT (WL @i
0°7Ce N9°T0A A1C wq e AA... (351)

...During the months, King Amde Tsion waged war with traitors and occupied a

country known as Semaria... (351)

The above consecutive stories (350th and 351st) begin with the background
information. This is because the background of the story is introduced at the
beginning of the first consecutive stories, which is 249th miracle in the text. After
the above background information was provided, it proceeds to tell the stories as
they happened or without flashbacks and foreshadowing. There is smooth flow
with no interruption of the chronology of events to tell past events or narrate what

will happen in the latter part of the story at the present time in the story. The 306th
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miracle story is chosen as representative from the text to validate the absence of

anaplepsis and prolepsis.

NANIE 710 AECN

AGGCP PANZ. AHA%A (00T LLCNTST  A9°AhRT POALT
0720, 20 (L7324 190 05T hNCT Aov\FF7 PLLNTO-
ThI°C LV 10

NMhe+E PN havg® 290 L AeEh P7LO0A AL P90
710 0C::

WoaF1T (AZL5® $¢F  h9°ANT POALT O®L Hao(,J17%
WLHRCOTEL7 226 h0d, Al E9° Afada  Aoo0E UL
NHY &%0 Chaord® “Iwif G775 17101 ANP:

nnge heod, ~2C %S WS\ (PO ATPAS PHOG
H.7 L9°  APMIFT AEPT HLOTST 607 8SA0TFor
NLew-9° Lvq 57::

Wr+PAs9° M1 1LH LA L0 AADS AMHANNCT
ATOONTIO:: R9°ANT POALT AP F739° AoPN15 T OAH VI
AN-HFRCHT LS A OCPST ANC Am::

AP NAZ AHAGAT 1607 LLCANT: 306
About an Egyptian King Sophoros

(1)May Her prayer and honor up on us. This is the miracle performed by
our lady who begot the Lord and steadfast virgin in flesh and spirit.

(2) There lived an Egyptian king called Sophoros suffering from sever
headache.

(3) Once upon a time he went to the church of our Lady who begot Lord
and prayed before the portrait bewailing, "Oh my lady ease this sever pain" .

(4) While resting next to her portrait he was slept and instantly cured when our lady
stretched her hand and fondled his head.

(5)When he was awake, he was very happy and praised God. He also
praised our Lady who begot the Lord, consequently he bestowed silver and
Gold to the church.
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(6) May Her prayer and honor upon us forever. (306)

The statement marked (1) is the background information about the personage and
place of the story. The events narrated in (3), (4) and (5) represent the main part
of the story. These are mainly the action of praying, resting, sleeping, waking up,
fondling, feeling of happiness, praising, and conferring presents. All these events
are presented in straightforward way and in the order of their happening.

In General, it is likely to reach on a conclusion that events in the stories of the
Td'ammadrd Maryam are presented chronologically because of the inherent
narrative feature of the stories. Hence, it is hardly possible to find analepsis and
prolepsis in the stories.

4-2 Duration
4-2-1 Isocronious presentation

Episodes where the miraculous events unfold in T&'ammadra Maryam contain
isocronious or scenic presentations. The actions, which are presented in
somewhat similar pace, are when the receiver of the miracle contacts with St.
Mary either in the form of vision or appear physically. These are the main parts
where the actions of the miracles unfold. The scenic presentations conspicuous in

all the three forms have similar features in that the subject of the miracle is a

conversation between a receiver and most often Virgin Mary. The 125t miracle is
about a Pharisee who squandered his money and ashamed to meet his old friend
as he had no money because he distributes it among the poor. In the meantime

Satan came to deceive him.

XNdz!H XytkzA XAzn iil sYEN bsW tmSIO tgLé IMN ~ZAIH SIMNS TtK?IH BIO -

ygWYY AM f{iéE bs# §Y ydrsbTN CGR h#l# IsYEn# ngrivYY
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sYENM mLi ngEN wYM yMLHN yMTgbLS b!¢cN bwAJH bmkONn# 0T XJG ytwdDKA

ytkbRK sW xdRG\Ih# xIWYY (125)

When he felt worried and sorrowful like this, Satan appeared to him in the image of a
human being and said to him, " why did you worry and become sorrowful". The

Pharisee told the problem he encountered.

The Satan said again, "If you accept what I say you will attain affection and honor

before the officer.” (125)

The man was rescued from the temptation of Satan after St. Mary appeared
physically and ordered him not to transgress the order of the Lord. Such a
conversation with an agent who opposes or applauds God has been given
emphasis . The emphasis is manifested by means of dialogue where the duration

allotted for the discourse approximates the story text.

The other form of isocronious presentation is prayer for deliverance. It is an
address to God or others (St. Mary, Saints and Angeles) who are endowed with
divine power to play the role of intercession for deliverance, usually seen to
respond to the receivers verbally their agreements. Hence, prayer and response
for deliverance is scenic presentation in Ta'ammodra Maryam. Miracle 235 is a

representative of this kind of scenic presentation. It is a story about a woman who
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desires to bear a child but she couldn't. After she prayed to St. Mary she got a

child.

kz!AM xM§KN bwldC bDNUI@ |U bDNUI@ nFS y[AC KBRT Xmb@-CN |:L 6T
omCA Xmb@t& ¢Y yXGz!xB/@R brkT AdrbTA LJ> x!ys#S KRSeSN dS y, AsY LJ s+Y

XAIC ImnCYY

ngR GN XNAZt$ YOR- yl@IWA g@— x!ys#S KRSeSN y¥YwD kcn ¥?[n@N Zg!W

xICYY (235)

Then, she stood before the portrait of Our Honored Lady who begot our Lord and who
remained virgin in body and mind and prayed by saying, " Give me a child with the

blessing of God and who pleases Jesus Christ.

"However, if the child you will give me is unforgiving and does not love Jesus Christ,

barren my womb". (235)

Martha got a positive result from the portrait in that it showed a sign of agreement
by sliding to one side. Such forms of scenic narration are placed in the important

part of the episode in the story.
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There are also occasions in the miracles where Ethiopia is represented in
personification and prayed for deliverance to Virgin Mary to be salvaged from

calamities and enemies or foreign intruders.

bnz!A w%dT bhgR §Y BRt$ CGRA ?ZBM k?ZB UR 6RnT b¢n g!z@ nEYt$ XAT hgR
x!TxuitA XNA!H STL [lyC;; DNGL ¢Y b_b#: Lb#A yng,, TN k¥Yrii ylmn#TN k¥Ynee

LJ> bMDR §Y cRnt$N YOR-WN YLK zND xiSb!YY

AGm¥%M DNGL ¢Y b_Nt$ zmN XRs# %os# bnb!7 x! UYAS XNdbT Sin@ SixgLU7t
SIAGETM YCN xgR bCG... h#l# XoM§—Ih# XrA-Ih# YOR X§—Ih# xDA-1#h AIWN

Ul#N ASB zND xsiiSh!; ; (368)

During those months when there was a serious calamity and civil war in the
sovereign country, Ethiopia prayed: "Oh Virgin remind your child to send His charity

and mercy that who doesn't forget and reserve what is beseeched with pure heart.

Oh Virgin remind Him what He had promised during antiquities with the mouth of
Prophet Isaiah that "l would stand in this country's problem to help her forgive her

and cure her for the sake of my servant David". (368)

The address for deliverance by Ethiopia was similar with other personage's

petition to Virgin Mary. The time allotment for the prayer in either way (personage
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and personified representation) is most likely comparable and the presentation is

scenic.
4-2-2 Acceleration

Stories in T&'ammadra Maryam do not go in a uniform pace. Speeding up of the
stories is the major feature of the text. This acceleration is evident at the beginning
or at the expository part of the stories and in the part of the stories after the
miracles have taken place. The acceleration at the expository section provides the

summary about the personage.

The 360th miracle is how king Menelik escaped from prison. In the expository

part there is an episode that tells in a summarized way how he was taken captive.
@HI ¥RAM (Mn!LK) ktwld ;1% xND >mT benW glz@ y'éW Ng#| xA&t$ “Yiml=T tA
dBr bG: tgbr ;Y bzl HM g!z@ xSqDii XNdtngrW b™NdR 1% kMTAL i~ “YI%4 q$-# yen
ue t&aDéS/ vy, EL tmiiA ng\;; kz!AM k™ NdR wd ¢ §dA Xmb@—CN xSqDdi leHl|§s @

XNdngrCW @HI¥RAMN (Mn!LKN) wd ~NdR wSi bXSR xSqm-W...YY

bz!HM g!z@ XGz/xB/@R ks# SSLtlyW kKii wgN XNACM 1iAgBW kt&aDéS m>T

ymNfS QCS ‘YL Xy-bgW bt &aDéS kt¥ ¥IT bmQds§ I;|R >mT iirYY (360)

When Sahile-Mariam (Menelik) was 11 Years old his father, King of Shoa Haile-

Melekot, died and buried in Debre Bag'ei . As it had been told before, in Gondar in a
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place called Quara a certain Kassa (Tewodros), who was treacherous and furious

emerged and reigned....

Then, he went from Gondar to Shoa and took Sahile- Mariam (Menelik) into custody to

Gondar as our Lady had told Sahile- Sellasie .

During this time God was with him and he has been guarded by the power of the Holy
Ghost from the wrath of Tewodros and lived 10 years in the town of Tewodros,

Megdela. ( 360)

The above account is not a point by point presentation on the backdrops of
Menelik and King Tewodors who are the two main personages in the story. It only
provides a panoramic view of the life of the young Menelik and the coming of
Tewodros to power with two sentences. The story of how Menelik was taken to
custody by Tewodros and his life there (at the hands of King Tewodros) was also

told in two sentences .

The speeding up of the story after the miracle has taken place is an
indication of the fulfillment of the compulsion or the solution given by St. Mary to
the personage.

kz!AM b*§ A q&S AcEN b@t KRStEAN I'A >mT xglglYY m§ y?Ywt$ zmNM mé \A xND

>smT ¢nYY kz! HM D\§M >rfYY (240)
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Then afterwards, that clergy served the church for 20 years. His life was one hundred

and twenty one years. Then, his soul rested in peace. (240)

The miracle is about how a blind priest got his sight back. The above account is
after the scenic presentation has been accomplished. It wraps up the life of the
priest after he regained his sight miraculously. Such ending by summarizing is not
the features of all the stories as the majority of the stories end abruptly after the

miracle.

Acceleration in the part of the text dealing with the prophesies about Virgin
Mary long before her birth is prevalent because there are summaries of stories
from the Old Testament. These stories are intended to represent the birth of
Virgin Mary and her being the mother of Christ with sign or symbolism.
Acceleration dominates in the stories about the prophesies of St. Mary with the
exception of the episode where the symbol or the sign is revealed. The 6th miracle
in the text is the story of how Moses saw the burning bush, which was interpreted
as a sign that fire is the symbol of Christ and the bush is that of Virgin Mary who

tolerated the divinity of Christ.

The child, Moses, born of a Hebrew slave, became the prince of Egypt. The
mother of Moses had to hide the infant Moses for safety when Pharaoh, the ruler
of Egypt, ordered all male Hebrew babies to be killed. The baby Moses was

discovered by one of Pharaoh's daughters, who raised him as her own child. By
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command of the Pharaoh's daughter, Moses had been sent home with his own
mother to be cared for until he grew up.

Raised as a young prince of Egypt, Moses was educated as becoming his
royal station. Moses lived in the land of Midian in Arabia for many years. He
worked as a shepherd for a priest called Jethro and married the latter's daughter,
Zipporah. Time passed. Back in Egypt, the king had died. But the new ruler who
had taken his place hated the Israelites just as much as his predecessor did and
the children of Israel continued to suffer. God saw the harsh treatment and heard
the cries of the people. God was soon to send them a savior. Moses lived for forty
years on the land of Midian working as a shepherd. The forgoing narration
summarizes the lives of Moses from his birth.

Then, one day while Moses was out with the flock, he came to Mount Horeb.
As he looked up he saw a strange sight. In the distance, a bush seemed to be on
fire. Yet the bush didn't burn up, nor did the fire die down. Consumed with
curiosity, Moses said, "I must go and see this great wonder and learn why the
bush continues to burn without getting burned up ". God spoke to him on Mount
Sinai and ordered him to go back to Egypt and lead the Hebrew people out of
slavery.

Moses felt that because he stammered he wouldn't be worthy of this task.
God told him to use his brother Aaron to do the talking for him. Moses asked
Pharaoh, the Egyptian ruler, to release his Hebrew slaves. Pharaoh refused,
however, Moses and God used strong measures to change his mind. Egypt was

ravaged by ten plagues before Pharaoh gave in. When the slaves reached the
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banks of the Sea of Reeds, Moses ordered the water to draw aside and allow the
Hebrew people to walk across the sea bed to freedom. God made the waters
move, and the slaves went across on the dry bed of the sea. When the Egyptian
soldiers followed onto the seabed, the waters returned and drowned them.

Months after leaving Egypt, Moses and the freed slaves came to the slopes
of Mount Sinai. Moses went up the mountain alone and stayed there for 40 days
and nights , during which time God gave him the Ten Commandments carved on
stone tablets, and taught Moses various other laws.

The above episode also narrates about the life of Moses after the
burning bush. Hence, the expository and the events after Moses saw the
miracle of the burning bush are summaries. The extent of acceleration is

high and it is even briefer than what appeared in the Old Testament.
4-2-3 Pause

Cessation of narration of the events intended to describe the
personages and setting in the stories of Ta'ammodrd Maryam is prevalent
though it does not last long. Even if it is briefer, the pause that appears in
almost all the stories is the description of St. Mary's purity in flesh and soul

and the conception and giving birth to Christ.

A°ANT 0L OALT (L7720 220 (L7I0 1F0 OL 05T OL
CT A0 3F7 200 L& (98)

Having gone to the portrait of our honored lady who begot the Lord,
and stayed steadfast in virginity in flesh and soul.... (98)
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The description often repeated in the episodes where the receiver of the
miracle is praying for deliverance and to exalt the Virgin Mary after the
miracles attributed to Her had taken place instantaneously. The repetition of
such description will impel the laity to stop and meditate upon the place

Virgin Mary takes up before God now and then.

There is a description of the personages usually before the stories begin
which is not regarded as pause. Pause can't take place before a narrative
begins. This is because it appears prior to the expression like "once upon a
time", and similar other expressions where the main line of story is

commencing.
4-2-4 Ellipsis

Time leaps in Ta'ammadra Maryam are rare. This is owing to the inherent
features of the stories beginning at a desired point and at an important episode
after introducing the background. The stories usually start with an expression
"once upon a time..." after the background information is provided. There are also

stories that begin by selecting a particular incident, which is known in the scripture.
g@= urg kxMST w%oT b“§....(66)
Five months after the Lord had ascended.... (66)

The ascension of Jesus Christ was a known event and it is used here as time
reference to begin the story right away. This has an implication that there would be

no time gap available in the story.
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Time connectives implying ellipsis are observable in stories. The time
connectives are "kz!AM" - "then." "kz!AM b*§" - "then afterwards,”. The latter can't
be followed by definite indicators of time like "then, after a month", "then after a
year",.... Nonetheless, the former time connective could be preceded by definite
time. In both cases, the time connectives used in the stories seem to indicate that
there is an ellipsis. However, it is equally possible to use them to represent
consecutive events with scenic narration, in which case the story duration and the

text duration approximates . Let us take two cases from the text.

xUNNTM ksédc$ Xyw-# s!C bXWnT xNt yXGz!xB/@R LJ nH XAl# b-§Q UL Xyoh#

msk,, ;¢

kzAM bz!A ytsbsbW ?ZB ---- (51)

When the demons were driven out, they cried out with loud voice and testified by

saying, ""You are truly the Son of God ".

Then, all the people gathered--- (51)

M{éTHA [IOTHM kXGz!xB/@R 0T Xn¢ dRii*LA
XRS bRiicW XJ tnoe\#;

kz!AM b*§ s!$N wd b@t$ i ---(150)
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"Your alms and prayer have reached God ".

They greeted each other.

Thenceforward, Silan went to his house---. (150)

In the case of the 515t miracle following the demons' recognition of Jesus Christ,
the gathering of people followed. The action of gathering is as immediate as one

can deduce from the situation that the people would be there hearing the shout

and the voice of the demons. In the case of the 150th miracle too, 'thenceforward'

(my emphasis) seems to be more of an indication of the successiveness of the
events without much time ellipsis. Inspite of his richness, Silan didn't like to give
alms to the poor. Nevertheless, with the guidance of Phlip'os and the deliverance
of Virgin Mary Silan saw in his dream the suffering, in hell, of people without good
deeds because of the judgment passed on them. It was at this juncture that he

woke up, greeted the devout Philp'os and "thenceforward ", went to his home to

distribute the property he has for the poor so that he could inherit the kingdom of
Heaven. His decision was instantaneous that he went to his home and distributed
the property to the destitute. Hence, there is no cession of the story recognizable

in this case too.

To bring to an end the description about duration, the scenic presentation is
limited to the prayer of the personage who needed deliverance and the
prescription of St. Mary's utterance. This is in order to underscore the value of

prayer to Virgin Mary and her expeditious deliverance. This issue lends to the
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interpretation of the manifestation of God in flesh (incarnation) by way of His
mother and latter Christ's covenant with Her to redeem those souls who beseech
Her. The pausing of the narration is also to recite the dual virginity of Mary and to
honor Her. The reason for this is attributable to the already raised point of exalting
Her. Events which are summed up (accelerated) are those intended to provide
orientation about the story at the beginning. The absence of ellipsis is that each

story is structured to address a single episode.

21-3 Frequency

As has been discussed in the previous chapter, frequency is one of the
temporal component of a narrative. It is the relationship between the number of
times an event in a given story and its appearance in a text. Frequency is a
determinant by the intent of the story. Singulative, repetitive and iterative are the

next consideration in the stories of Td'ammadrd Maryam.

4-3-1 Singulative
Sigulative telling is considered as a normal way of telling stories. This is when
each event in the story is narrated once in the text. Where do we find singulative
narrative in the stories of Td'ammdrd Maryam? . In a story picked randomly from

the text, we will attempt to see the presence and distribution of singulative telling.

SI xND LBS xEb! sW
(1) AP NNZ AHASAY® (O LLCANTS A9°ANT POALT

N&220 2 (W20 10 PAST nMct A0 T
LRLNTTO +AI°C LY G0
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(2) MAZSA AIC P218°C A7L OG0 04: LY9° A AN
02001 LH AAO aopp @877 @5 OLAA AP,
a OO ::

3) £9° AN AMN, ANV OFL% AI°ANT NAOALT (0£7.04
2 (L7790 190 NAAGST NARNCT AP0, JF7 Ay @O50-%
ATaoANNY AAD-::

4)f @ 77 0L O, ¢ hAD- ::

(5) AMN®9° vaT PO L A0hY ALA 0LACIOG (17707090
LA A0, hAO-:

6) MHYY° LH OV ¢ eoLNNTT V-A:79° APmes, -1
NP0 orgnn Caove,::

(7) LU TIC Paon. APLTF Uhe @759 AL 0-u-
NN CHLLNDT PIC ALA® RLYdk: @P@9° THPAN A4.0
ai- N9 B0

(8) i, P9° A M.ANIC TCrT A9°an7 POALT (L7200, +~0
NL724 190 PAST  ONNCT Aoe0J°T7 A48T oo of
P Lav (F@ FavpO PPLav RIANET  aram T Povd::

(9) ATPGP NN AHA%AIY (O T LLCNT:: (329)

A story about a person that washes clothes
(1) May her Prayer upon us forever; this is the miracle of Our Honored
Lady who begot the Lord and remained virgin in flesh and soul.

(2) In a certain country there lived a certain man; while this man was
washing his clothes in a stream another man came and turned the water
thereof into another channel.

( 3 )And the man who was washing his clothes implored that man" by the
prayer of Our Honored Lady who begot the Lord and remained virgin in
flesh and soul bearer of God, do not divert the flow of this water".

( 4 ) But the man said " get away!".

(5 ) In spite of the washer's imploring words twice and thrice, the man
refused to let the water alone to follow its natural course.

( 6 ) At that moment the running water started to flow upstream in reverse
direction, leaving the two passageways.

( 7) People who heard the event (men and women) gathered and wondered
at what had taken place.

The water continued to flow backwards for many hours.

( 8 ) Then, by the will of God and with the intercession of Our Honored
Lady who begot Lord and remained virgin in flesh and soul. The river
returned to its former bed and resumed its previous service.

(9 ) May Her prayer and honor be upon us forever. (329)

The sentence marked (1) is the part of the story announcing the start of a

narrative about a miracle of Virgin Mary. It is not an event even if it is part of the
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story providing an idea of what is going to happen. Here it is unnecessary to
qualify it with a frequency. The part of the story marked (2) orients the reader as
to who is involved in the story and the place of the story. The actions are told only
once. This part also sets the complication, which is the turning of the water from
its natural flow.

In the next episodes, that is in (3), (4), (5), (6) and (7) we see the
complications of events: the contradiction of the two people, the supplication of a
man who was washing clothes to Virgin Mary for help, the other man's contempt,
the diversion of the stream from its natural flow and the gathering of the people
who wondered at the incident. The events that fall within the complication phase
are told only once with the exception in (5). The beseech of the man who washes
clothes told in (3) is repeated in ( 5) three times.

The action in (8) is the returning of the water to its natural direction to the
service of the man who is faithful to Virgin Mary and it is told once. Therefore,
almost all events are told once in the story. There is occasional reappearing of
events in the text the intention of which is to emphasize the degree of intricacy.
The subsequent component of frequency in narrative is repetitive.

4-3-2 Repetitive

Seen individually, the stories in Td'ammdrd Maryam hardly contain any
repetitive events. The exception to this is the description of the two-fold virginity of
St Mary and Her being the mother of God which is repeated at least two times in a

given story. This is to underscore the place she has before God and preach the
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laity and the reader of the story. Nonetheless, considered as a whole, the stories
of Td'ammdrd Maryam have nine main recurring events.
4-3 -2-1 Initiating events
After personages, places and situations are introduced, events that disturb
the personages and trigger the story to start proceed as follows:

0AZTS T AI1C AL A0 30 LVI° A0 (H.LT AIC o194
NPT VA 289 aMm9°  vANF9° 0C::

NOCPs NG OPALTITO ehd  ANNT (@7L ATMADL (0T
AMADL 065 1A9° NN25 NGPA 014405 0P MAVLT O729M
LV7 N22AA- V- VAR ALZT° PhNd 10C::

L a3a taad Ndd opf Ade POLECATT ANC @4l
NATA IR ANH-PE P (100 )

In a certain country there was a man who was very rich among the people
in the country.

He was absolutely rich: with suits made of gold and silver, has male and
female servants, ox and cow, sheep and goat, horses and mule, donkey and
camel, etc....

After some time an epidemic that spurt in the country he was living killed
most of his servants. (100)

The man introduced with all the abundance is seen facing problems owing to the
epidemic. The initiating event that helps to activate the story to start appears in the
stories of most of Ta'ammadra Maryam.

4-3-2-2 Prayer

A personage, who is dedicated and believes in the role of the intercession of
Virgin Mary, prays to her to seek help when facing disaster. The Personage could
also be one that doesn't believe in Christianity but prays to be salvaged form the
ensuing danger.

Miracle 278th is about a tailor called Hisor who used to sew garments for

holy relics and monks in the monastery of Aba Samuel. An Arab visited the
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monastery while he was passing by. Sitting by Hisor, the Arab stole scissors.

Then, Hisor prayed to St. Mary so that he could get it back.

OH.£9° 1LH Tt 0L (LTRCOHT27 1 A9°Ah7 hoOAL T
0720 2 (L7240 180 hasT hhNCT Ao FT7  70A
& pav::

nn.e9° HY ovdn 9°n7e1 a9 T 07 VA aANTI°
oL AL  QAJNNAT  ATP?  PLAEI® T AThak AN
ATLOIANES QLY LAIC ANh MEO-E  Hovy 4N AWTL2IAPaoT
DPE PToAL ALOAN NCATN A ANIC WO J0 A AdPN:
(278)

During that time he went to a church and stood before the portrait of Our
Honored Lady who begot the Lord and remained virgin in flesh and soul.

Then, he said "If you are not demonstrating your miracle and retrieve the
scissors , I won't tailor the garments for the holy relics and the monks; and I
would not live in this monastery till the end of my life and cried out, "Jesus
Christ! who was born from you is eternal". (178)

Hisor's prayer to get the lost scissors is resolutely addressed to St. Mary because
he knew she would do a miracle. Prayer by personage in stories is a repeated

action.

4-3-2-3 Revelation

Revelation is one of the actions narrated repeatedly in the stores of
Td'ammdrd Maryam. This action takes place to instruct or say words of reproach to
the receiver of the miracle. It is by appearing physically or by appearing in dream
shown by the portrait in dream or from the sign the portrait of Virgin Mary is

showing.
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A person who was negligent of the principle of Christianity became sick and
couldn't get remedy from traditional healers. Then, he made a feast in the name of

St. Mary so that She could heal him.

A°ANT POALT AGP\LFF79° (&AL TIAR AT OO Adh Hé
GA®- Hovp) At+@O-P% 7k L 10C AVT 17 aond- (L4LN
LH AOP T ANTO:: (236)
Our Lady who begot the Lord revealed to him in vision and said unto him,
"You lived all your life in vain without knowing me, however, now you
come to me when disaster befalls upon you ". (236)
Even if she would heal the sickness at a later part of the story, in this part of the
revelation St. Mary reproached him.
4-3-3-4 Miracle
The miracle is the core of the stories and found in all of them. The miracles
vary according to the need of the personage or the performer of the Miracle, St.
Mary. In some stories the revelation of St. Mary could be a miracle given that the

personage is in need of seeing her, and at other times it could serve as a prelude

to the performance of another miracle.

AH.P9° LH £ €70r” AL WAaTPAS A7L901.9 A0 4§ 1171
eI 7708 AMNM0NM (ALP AL daom:: (75)

During that time, the son of the king raised as if he was waking up from
sleep and turned over the stone put on top of him, and sat on it. (75)
King Tebarios besought Virgin Mary to raise his son from death. After Her prayer
to God by standing before the grave of the deceased, the prince came to life. The
Virgin Mary performed this miracle during her lifetime.

4-3-3-5 Commemoration
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Those personages who got deliverance celebrate the commemoration of St.

Mary with lavish feasts. The observance of the holiday of Virgin Mary would be

either every month or annually.

Pf9°  (H.e Tl 4733 ey AR (1NA9°  ANhdé. L4
AL TTT (1FA9° ANGSO AP1AMAT (PD49°  avF(\( CP7
NLLCT Tl (312)

That lad who crowned on behalf of the king served Our Lady with all his
heart and he lived by commemorating Her holiday every month until he
passed away peacefully. (312)

4-3-2-6 Punishment

Punishment in the stories could be bodily or eternally. Those who disobeyed

the law of God in thought, in words or actions would be punished in their life to

repent. If persisted on after this kind of punishment, they would be condemned to

hell.

ALE OHNET ANAPE 88 Ur ANAPE  ARAPCHRTO
ATFO mé ANAPEI GLGCTFOF fiove heom @Mad- :: (165)

Some of the brigands became dumb, some went crazy and the official
pricked out the eyes of some others.( 165)

Inspite of the warning by the guard of the church, the brigands persisted in looting

holy relics. Then, they were tracked down and punished by the governor of the

region where they were trying to hide the loot.

4-2-2-7 Publicity

The personages made public the miracles done for them. The miracles

done in favor of them motivated them to make public what they experienced.

Then, others would believe in the magnanimity of God and the exalted position St.

Mary has before God.
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OH £9° 1501715 TATE? LUVT5 (H.L9° 7194 PU1%7 APT
M%S U7 &7 ThI°C 11EFo-:: (312)

Then, they summoned beggars, the poor and the people residing in that
country and told them this extraordinary miracle. (312)
4-2-2-8 Reward
It is frequent that righteous Christians join the Heaven or get eternal life.
Those who have not been living within the principles of Christianity, but repent and
cleansed from the sin with the intercession of the Virgin Mary would also be

rewarded eternal life.

PATPTINYT U AT ALCLATAD- A725D 08V VATE hTH7
hal-t %A N1Aa o0LY A0ONLYAD- AATO-::

£9° hov-9° LN AAD- ::
ATLATVTDI° RLLTTATS NFPC 04420 (182)

"I have done all you have asked me" ;and said, "Don't be distressed from
now onwards. [ will take you after Christmas".

That patient became happy.
She had done as she promised and he passed away with affection. (182)

The bishop whose days were numbered because of a sickness prayed to Virgin
Mary to help him to visit Jerusalem. She heard his prayer and scheduled to take
him to the heavenly Jerusalem. He was rewarded according to her promise
because of the good deed he had accomplished during his life on earth.

4-2-2-9-Exhortation

Exhortation is off the story; it is an address to the audience about the
significance of the story to the laity. Every one who hears or reads the stories is
persuaded to believe in the role St. Mary plays as a mediator. The reader or the
hearer would be preached to exalt her in his/her life to get help and remain

steadfast within the principle of Christianity.
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NHY 544 mé W07 %949° s Tio T30 QA Ao 357 n9°
A1%07 ATUET °APTT ATLCD :: (305)

Let's give alms to beggars and the needy in the name of our Lady from what
we earn while we are living on this transient world. (305)

The above nine repeating events are evident in most of the stories of the text.
They help to see the focus and motives of the stories. Let us pass to the iterative
form of narrative frequency, which is quite opposite to the above-discussed
repetitive narrative.
4-3-3 lterative

In stories of Td'ammdrda Maryam where a single utterance takes up more than
two occurrences is not uniformly found. Among the stories about the prophecies of
Virgin Mary iterative narration is rare. This is because of the preoccupation of the
narratives in this group to the interpretation of symbols and signs from stories of
the Old Testament. It is also justifiable that the subjects of the miracles
(interpretations) are often St. Mary and Jesus Christ that they are prominent
figures. Their prominence doesn't call for an iterative narration. The profiles of
personages that took part in the story are also told from the general perspective,
without concentrating on the particular issue. This prevents the use of iterative
narrative, which shows the devotion (like he prays seven times a day) or defiance
(he despises Christians when ever he meets them) of the personage. For instance
the 5th story in the text is about the ladder Jacob had seen in his dream. The
ladder made of gold is placed on the ground and its top reaches heaven. It is
interpreted as Virgin Mary - connecting man and God. There is no description of

the extent of Jacob's dedication to God. Instead, it swiftly provides summary that
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Isaac was blessed after the death of Abraham. God reveled to Jacob, the son of
Isaac blessed as well as instructed him to go to the land of his mother's father to
seek a wife. The Great promises God had given to his grandfather, Abraham and
his father Isaac and to himself (Jacob) could be told in an iterative way.

The stories after the birth as well as ascension of the Virgin contain iterative
narrative fairly enough, which is informative on the personages and situations in
the story.

Nocs 76 07,0 A28 7% Al il Po2FT37 (192 A“TR0C PoPI°Ue-3
PAN &PmCs PAFINDI"  7PIMP A77L47 Lol HIC:: (195)

On T'0r" 21 a lot of people used to gather to celebrate the feast of the rest of Our Lady
and to pay homage to the teachers Aba Fiktor and Aba Thomas.(195)

The gathering of the people on Tor 21 was repeated indefinitely in the past. It is
indefinite because it could be for two, three, fifteen or twenty years. This
indefiniteness in iterative narrative does not prevent from its being informative as
well as setting an initiating event by describing the extent the personage is

dedicated.

There are also cases where iterative narrative tends to be definite as in 223rd

miracle.

bF[#M Lb#A bm—~mN XM§KN ywldC bDNUI@ |U bDNUI@ nFS y[AC KBRT

Xmb@-CNN y,wD xND sW nbrYY h#Lg!z@M bm>LTA bl@I/T XJ YneeT nbr (223)

There was a man who loved our honored Lady who begot the Lord and
remained Virgin in flesh and soul.

* the month of January,
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He used to genuflect in honor of Her day and night. (223)

The extract exemplifies the iterative narrative, which has determinate time to
demonstrate the extent of the dedication of the personage to the love of Virgin
Mary. The recurrences of events divided from 'used to' to sub parts 'day and night'.
This sub-series event magnifies the dedication of the personage. On the other
hand, the iteration of the occurrences could also be meant to show the degree of

disobedience of the personage.

The synthesis of events (iterative) that tells repeated actions in one narration
tend to overlap with accelerated narration that summarizes events that occur for a
protracted time in its purpose. Both the iterative and accelerated narration provide
background information about the personages and situations before the stories

begin.
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Conclusion

The miraculous stories of Virgin Mary made their ways to Ethiopia from
medieval Christendom and translated into the God'dz language. Local Stories
attributed to the Virgin Mary were also added to the corpus. The stories are
common among the laity of EOC. In the forgoing discussion we have seen that the
miracles were grouped in to prophecies of the birth of St. Mary, miracles during
Her life on earth and miracles after Her ascension. This grouping is based on the
definable relation between miracles and their manifestations.

As narrative time is one of the basic constituents of the techniques of
narrative discourse, this study attempted to describe the relation of story time and
narrative time in Td'ammdrd Maryam. The stories of Td'ammdrd Maryam are
presented chronologically as they happen. Accordingly, it is unlikely to find
analepsis and prolepsis in the stories. These is one of the narrative feature that
make Td'ammodrd Maryam different from other form of narrative and similar with
folktale.

As far as the duration or pace of the story is concerned, scenic presentation
is usually apparent when the personage is praying and the Virgin Mary is
responding to his/her prayer to prescribe what the subject should do by meeting
bodily, in dream or in vision. On the other hand, accelerated narration is at the
expository part and at the end of the stories. In the group of stories about the
prophecies, acceleration dominates. Pausing of the narration is not common in the

stories of Td'ammdrd Maryam except the stopping of the story to describe the two
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fold virginity of St. Mary and Her intermediary role between man and God. Ellipsis
is not also there. This could be because the stories start at a desired episode. In
general, the pace /duration/ of the story would be summed as follows.

Scenic = prayer and prescription
Acceleration = background

Pause = description of St. Mary

Ellipsis = none
As regards frequency the study explored singulative, repetitive and iterative

actions. Singulative telling is regular in the stories of Td'ammodrd Maryam with the
exception of events that appear in some stories to serve as emphases. On the
other hand, repetitive narration is absent in the corpus; this is when the stories are
seen individually. However, considered as whole initiating events, prayer,
revelation, miracle, commemoration, punishment, publicity, reward and exhortation
are recurrent. The iterative telling is absent in the group of the miracles about
prophecies. In the rest two groups (miracles during Her existence and after
ascension) summarizing repetitive events in to a single utterance is common. The
iteration is recurrent in the orientation part of the stories. Thus frequency could be
shown as:

Singulative = all events

Repetitive = none when individual stories are seen and nine main recurring

events when the stories of the text are considered as a whole.

Iterative = background /orientation/
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The results of the description of narrative time sorted out so far refer generally to a
single episode structured as a story and meant to win the hearts of the laity to the
love of St. Mary. It is within this convention (the time structure) that the stories
made to appear what they are. Genette quoted Christian Metz as saying that " one
of the functions of narrative is to invent one time scheme in terms of another time
scheme" (1980 :33). The time scheme made conventional for Ta'ammoadra Maryam
at least for over five centuries is also current today and will most probably,
continue as it is. When extending the narrative function beyond invention, the
narrative time scheme in the text entails moralizing and evangelizing purposes.
The attempts made to describe, the arrangement of events, duration and the
frequency of the events in the stories of miracles help us to learn how the
narratives are systematized to bring about the mentioned effect. The result of the
examination into order, duration and frequency of Ta'ammodra Maryam would help
to further examine other features of the text. It could be also possible to see the

result of this analysis of narrative time to folktale.
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Annex

Ten stories appended below are representatives of the three categories of the stories in the
Ta'amire Mariam among which few are stories those qouted for demonstration in the

analysis.
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