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th ir michu ho use, th y wer n t all 

on ly allowed to sleep on the eranda n 

In later times duri ng the Dara r gim 

house. Bax ter ( 1994: 173) explain Illml in h rim 



b 

J \ ing "sadl , m n 

ha\~ b~en t th m." 

3. ../. /.- R >/i oioJ/ 

.\ 'cording to I ca l tra iti n th 

the beginni ng of 

\\ ith the encr achm nt and I t r in 

hen if the onqu ri ng 

adminstrater 

nt nh hri i ni 

It \Va In 1950 that Orthodox 

to my informants, by the mp 

(hi gh pries t) called Yakobe, 'v h rJ built 

the advent of prie ts and later prot tant mi 

al so baptized by their Oromo fri end 

my resea rch area, the majori ty of th 

lekaneyesu Evange lical hur h and Full 

(Region Cultu re and In fo rmati on Bur au 2 0 

Prate tanti m is the dominant va ri ant in th 

protestant church are predominant l 

a k cI to get a sepa rate synod foil 

chu rch ceremonies to be he ld in 

by Gu mz to be used in the church c r m ni 

in ormant they presented their d mand t th 

reac t up on it. 

Religion can be u ed as an in trum nt t m 

can be both a unifying and cli vi 

engaged in bu ilding the needed 

iii 

difference between the two gr LIp . ltilu 

n d ' vcr I tlmt.: 

n 

hra i III 

III l It hur h 

n i II • II c 



Jil . ren a mall1 reaso n D r th ilur lh 

hur h' elder is the main group f 

marriage . ne of my Gumz in formant 

au the church elders and memb r h tigm 

.4. 1.3 Abelige 

It i a social netwo rk created to serve a kin hip lik 

in ividual became God father or a God moth r of, 

make one, part of a family and it will b a tab 

hur h 

I I her 

r lations can be bui lt between Oromo-Gumz, rom-

hur h 

r m rl")in n 

migrants. Acco rd ing to Assefa ( 1999:70) it i th form b nd<gc \ hl hi li • 

acce s to resource li ke land and security. 

3.4.1.4 Harma Hodlta 

Hanna I-lodha is also another soc ial institution which b th gr up 'nc I C Ir m 

knows when and how it started but from the nam lik th r in tit ll ti n lh I I UI ' 1I 

above, it seems to have originated from Oromo. h 

br st". It i a ki nd of parent-child relat ionship. Acc rd in I 

it was meant to help the Oromo securing land in Gumz r 

prov ide to hi s son. Some of Gumz families also b nefit d fr m 

110 t of the elite that came in to the political picture f th 

join choo l because some Oromo who had b en bba H nn 

f 

III 

h 

I ken their role as a father se ri ously. Three of m in g \ crnm 'nt uth ri ~ 

lold me that they were able to get ed ucati on becau fth ir lIpp r . 

e ond father's ri ght thumb which is simmered with h n 

prick Iheir hand and drip their blood into the ea rth t 

indicale that the two men are blood brother and ill n 

r lali es ; theoretically they are like biological br th r . 

n I 

h 

m nl Ih ir rd Ii n hlp rho . 

tlghl, n m' rry . h 



.J. - \larriage 

z r ctice three for ms of marri age 

lion. ister exchange was the mo t d min nt n 

IJIriage v ithin the clan is a taboo and also v ith th diff: r n 

IIJfm
ao 

Hodha and with the Abelege. Th yare xogam u . 

an a he can get if he can have a sister for exchange. um 

relali a woman that he use to exchange if he does not ha 

lilh. Exchange marrage is practiced according to my inform ant 

pi ting ii' labo r forces. Such an issue had been the main c 

'\ n within the clans (Dessalegn, 1988:32; Informant 

ording to my informants such a practice is now discard d a 

th quate human with animal or a commodity. 

m rri 

All the social networks that are taken to strengethen the relati n hi 

ha e the ir own negative ends to wards social integration ; it 

int rmarriage. The rules of the matter are that one has to be war 

th se systems had restriction imbedded under, it set hurdle in th 

o ial relations areas . 

PC" I • 

For long time it was unthinkable for Gumz to marry an Or m ir\. In rm rn ' 
h 

b tw en the two groups started with the coming to power of th 

th decla rat ion of equality of every citezen. But it was and til l i 

m n marry Oromo girl s but the reveres are still one in a mil li on h pp ning . 

k me an odd question that I didn't know the answer fo r; th n 

a h ep?/1 . When Gumz start marrying Oromo girl it wa taken b 

nd a dishonor. The Oromo start making a story that th lad i '. h 

it not out of love but they are defeated with the force that th 

lh tis Gumz ski ll on medicine (to make a woman fall fo r th m/h r 

\\I.!r t r" 



~'h ,' r the reason might be Gumz m n ar m ring r m irl 

(.Ire a .There exist onl y three couple ho br k th 

ouples the twO are sti II together. uch int rm ITt 
hr 
th 1990 there we re no single Gumz woman h m 

,ho i living in Belojiganfoy distr ict town age th 

h y had been beaten, imprisoned, fo rced to marry th r p 

to g t together again. 

Breaking the taboo 

Case: I Merga Gushu, 20 I ~ an Oromo born and grev up in 

Zone. He came to Soge looking for land. He became h rc 

father. Kebre Dufara, 18 is a Gumz from Debat a clan. h W
t 

a fo llower of Fu ll Gospel protestant church when he m t \ er 

take care of Merga. Merga. was agreed to provide labor and h rc 

On the other hand Du fara agreed to prov ide him, land , 

shelter. It is because of th is agreement that Kebre wa a 

became friends, they cared for each other. He buys her th ing Ii 

fa mily then suspeced that some thing going 0 11 bet' een th m. 

measures, he was taken to pri son and Kebre maternal uncle \ 

because it is her mother duty to teach who she can marry r n 

shame fo r her mother, who failed on teaching her and laroel 

uncles hang her up and beat her up continuou I . 'V h n th 

to prison to ta lk to Merga. He was also beaten b th p 

member of Kebre. They released him af1er holding him 

did not have sexual in tercourse. When they find ut lh , t h \Va III 

decided to marry her for an old guy. The arrangem 

ceremon ies were held. She had to go with him and h 

with Mercra to h is uncle vi Il acre outside of the wereda. 
b '" 

Merga and Kebre are now living in Sage town clo 

accepted the fact that they can not separate them. But th 

Oromo village with him; they think she will be ki ll d if h 

the Oromo (Merga family) will not accept the marri g . 
i n I C '\,;n \\ 10 



h him t 
ee hi s fam ily. Kebre and M 

en if there sti 11 are problem 
lil) 

i riminat ion, wh ich com from individual nd in ti u i n, Ii 

. K bre changed her membership from the ull 
I 

ndi ng school , becau e no one is wanted t 

I r"a pplication fo r land , which he can claim acc rding t rul 

h\ d fo r three years, was unsuccessful because f hi marri 

Ian. uch a discrimination and di sgust is not onl y held b um 

leroa i now forced to assoc iate only with the Gumz be u the r 
I:> 

10 mix wi th hi m. 

It ha been taken by scho lars I ike Wendy (\ 986) and oth r th til r 

i the main reason for the non-existence of intermarri age b t\ 

P rticularl y of the Oromo not marrying Gumz girls. But it i th 

group developed on each others character, cultural practic 

r1y came out as the main impediment for the intermarr iab b t\ n th \\ gr liP In 

th find ing of my research. People whom I asked, did n t at II m nti n h' mnrria . 

y tem as a problem, they rather emphasize on the prejudic th t th 

other. 

Gumz women grow up learning that the Oromo i a kill r and h 

tn I 
long time and abuses girls which are not their own cl n m m r . 

informant said "When you marry an Oromo you will bring di gr< 

clan. They were ki llina and sellina us like animals in an p n m rk t. n i ' \ 111 rr III 
o 0 

Oromo he wi \l not care for me, he will beat me up to d ath v h n '. t III up h 

did it only to correct and guide me. So I did not want r n im gine m'lrr in I n 

Oromo"( in formant G 13 age 4S).The girl s told me that r m \ n up n 

them and call them slave girls and they used to call th m a 



· £ ollomic Relations 

' .1 rI ce to lallri re ouree 

In lhiopia, there are three types of 

n rnadic pastoralism, and shifting culti 

hifling ultivators has never been defined cl 

",hich ested ownership of all rural land in th 

in pea ant and nomadic areas (Negarit Gazeta 1975 cit d in 

he hifting cul tivati on ~ : ' s tem . Even if land i 

\Va not clear that which :lrticle applied to uch economic cti i 

The customary land tenure system of Gumz may b e, r 

he p\! pic r 

m 

y t rn , combining ind ividual possession with communal 

society enjo yed equal access to communally own d t rrit r 

fo r sted areas, grazing land, and riverbanks, as a matt r of right. Th' lin ' g; 

th ub clan), however, was the most important entit in 

made and ri ghts and duties exercised. Individual b long 

territorial group. Each territorial group separated into vari u 

possesses its own land and areas of inf1uence. Clan m mb r 

clan property and also expect other clans to recognize it. 

lash, some time it will be bloocly (Gebre, 2003:.3-4 ; 

G 1 age 60; G3age65 ). 

t the beginn ing of the dry season groupS, which might b 

th arne clan or sub clan select forested land for the n 

and burn the wood and arass on the land to make it a 
b 

other by selecting a leader which they call Abba Ie Q. 

di ide the land to the group depending on the capacit 

Iso has the role of a mediator in times of land di put (in rm n 

, Int rill \0 • 



re hift ing cultivators, move to n \I pi c 

) i I, political or magico-religiou 

'0 r m re years, bas ica ll y depend ing 

J ( or more than six. years). They u 

~ iron-tipped digging sti ck and grow r:;:,hum 

lied on hunt ing, gathering, fishing and c li e ting 

upplementary income (Gebere , 2003 : Gebr , 2005 : Fe adu I 

With the implementation of the regional state ill agizati n pr gr m 

II agri culturalist depending onl y on agricultural product . hi 

Ii ~ of the Gumz creates frustration and competition ov r r ur e 

Oromo neighbors. 

n the other hand the Oromo are settled agriculturalist, eng b d in 

and crop cul tivation (mixed farmi ng) . The Oromo are ba i 

th reason for the Oromos avoiding the lowland area 

pr alence of malaria. In the earlier time the Oromo had re 

h highl' 

ht: 

allocation through the qabiyee mechanism. "Qabiyee" m an Ian h l ing: 

tern it seems to refer to established rights of precedenc 

conquered land (Tesema 1980:2 1). Oromo had communal Ian ri ht 

inc land was abundant. 

II In m n. 

·\cco rd ing to I-Iultin (1994:70) Oromo communities b Ii th t th re i ·t ·, .1 m) II 

and ffec tive bond between people and land that could n 

fo rce. The pri nciple that land was associated with and in n 

h man who had created it, weather by symbolic or ph 

among t the Oromo themselves but not in relation to n n- r m 

p ople say first immi orants claimed laroe areas of land and th o 0 

ar was regarded as the father of all that land. The in rp r 

h g monic Shawan rule chanoed their land tenure Y tem. In I I 
o 

th I nd measured and divided into Gasha, parce l of appr im t I 

II rnrnt:n h 



p [tition of land decided by imp ri 1 v mm n 

lbordin t all ega ru lers, the local people di n I t 

n 1m 

in hi 

land. 

fh 
romo community started to look in to Ih 1 

hang in the land tenure . They are using it \ ilh a r 

Ii r e engagement with Gumz. The low land ha b n 

wilh 

lh Oromo. At first it provides them with slave , gold and i 
. ~f.... 

h crop produclOg area. They grew ~ going d n I 

b i, which is locally called dereba. They cultivate th land Ih 

what their michlls provide them with, produce cott n and 

ul.li 

highland the agricul tural product of the Oromo includ Ie b r 1 

ns and peas (Tesema 1980; Assefa, 1999; Tesfaye 2007:44 ' an in rm n . 

In the lowland both Oromo and Gumz until the establishm nt 

together. Both of them used simple digging material , not th pi 

Oromo use in the hi ghland. Both of them can call for Deboo. 0 

xchange and ordered periodically for the purpose of clearing th 

weeding and harvesting (Asefa, 1999:83). 

hniqu I)' I Ih ' 

rrn In . I In '. 

[n the lowland unlike the highland there was and ti ll i n 1 n m ur'm 'nl n I 

allocation poli cies. For long time it was the Abba laga and th A ha qoro, \\h Ir' 

r pon ible fo r land allotments and tax collecti on r pecti 1 . The 

ownership among the Gumz was communal owner hip. Ea h mil )' 

th t it ha managed to clear at any given time and enj 

pri nciple fo llowed was that of the right of the first occupanl 

c rri d out in Gumz area since there were neither landlord n 

th people. After the 19905 the qebeles seize the re pon ibilit 

ax co llection . There was and stil l is no limit on the iz and nu m r 

w told by Gumz and Oromo alike that an indi vidua l c n h 

1 nd. An indi vidual can have land both in the lowland nd hiohl n 

n \\ I 

m n ' 

n I 

onl 

h' I' 

n h . in 



h romia and Gumz qeb Ie in the I v I nd 

til orT11 nl). n the other hand land in th highl n 

r, r long time, wh ich [ am going to di cu 

fh romO s nd their cattl e to the low land ar a during r 

h irs in the rainy season to protect their cattl fr m 

h\e tock herds. heep and goat are predominantly rai 

a I . The Oromo on the other hand rear large num b r 

lh n its economical importance that the Oromo attached t 

indi ating the wealth one own (Assefa 1999:80; 

mi hu abba harma. When a Gumz want food grain or alt n 

redit to pay with in one year time. Oromo also take brain 

cause of the climatic variation Gumz harvest earlier than th r m 

I observed that in the local market either in Gumz qebelle r In r ml 1 blle\ lh' 

raders are predominantly Oromo and Amhara. Gumz ar till 

merchants to acqui re commodities. After the clash ther 

ommodities in the local market. Every thing had to come thr u h 

Oromo merchant. One of my informant told me that they \. ill 

into Oromo markets for a week. After the cia h a t 

ordered traders and local community not to prov ide GU\l1Z \ ith n 
it 

wa a wide-ranaina crack down to Gumz societie th i tri t mini 'lr. i( n \OJ r 
b 0 

di fere nt governmental and non governmental institution the nth 

\ ith the stepping up of EPRDF on the country's polit i 

r tructuring of the country implemented, both the p liti al nd 

of the two groups fo rced to include new dimension . It 

history that Gumz got a share in the power of th c untr 

r ource, which they never had before. 

, · Jmini 



HAPT R R 

ETH NI FE DERALISM, MI I \TI N Ai'iO . '~I.I I 

4.1 Ethnic Federalism and Admil1i trative Limit 

4. 1.1. Ethnic Federalism 

The 0 erthrow of the mil itary regime (0 rg In a I 

Revolutionary Democratic Front (EPRDF) to p v r. 

political movement.; . dominated by the Tigr y P pi 

ought fo r sixteen years ( 1975 -1 99 1) against th 0 r in th n 

ft r EPROF came to power, they organized a nati n I 

main objective of establishing a 'legitimate, broad-ba d'tr n iti 

map a democratic transformation for the countr . 

admin istration was left to the government to guarant 

approved with no resistance. The council of repr ent ti 

th participants of the conference (EPRDF took 3_ 

other hand manage to get 12). It was durino thi 

Government (TGE) was formed, and Mele Z nay i \. 

onference was attended by more than two d zen p li ti L I 

in lud ing Oromo Liberation Front/OLF/, wer c n pi u 

ethnic parties purposely excluded (Young, 1996: -., -. I 

The TGE issued a proclamation to redraw th ad mini tr ti 

initiall y comprised of fourteen regional tate. Lat r n, 

r gion and adm inistrative pragmatism and politi 

of five regions of the southern regional tat 

Benishangu l Gumz region is one of the reoion 

l3eni han gu l, Wallega, and Gojjam provin 

omo as it indigenous communitie (Young 

I \L 

lint •. \, hi h 



Th t, bli hment of Ben ishangul- um r gi 

\en h ugh the Beni shangul Pe pi 

of h pposition movement vvhi h had b n h 

th oun try, at the end of 1970' me m 

d ndants of the region even though it was not tr ng in 

organizat ion than other areas. This movement (v hich \ 

no representation from other indigenous peopl exc pt 

tho e who survived had fl ed to Sudan ?'ld e tab li h d 

lovement (BPLMI Behnene its Amharic acronym . It wa ju 

that the party commenced the journey of fi nding alii 

GES). 

In thi process the first party they had approached wa 

that the people of Benishangul have to declare them 

they were able to establish contact with TPLF; even though th 

full member as that of Amhara and Oromo mov m 

relat ion, however, had served to increase their militar 

I gitimacy in the post Derg TPLF dominated goverrun nL 

the ethnic based restructuring (Young 1999:327; in~ rmant 

Because of the claim that the Oromo Lib ration Fr nt 

the two parti es was rocky. This relati onshi p turned in t 

captured the region in 1989 and transferred it admini tr ti 

a sumed that OLF has ethni c affili ation and popular up 

proved to be the opposite. OLF had continu d to it 

Gumz students which in turn provided ferti Ie gr un t 

tudents joined the party willingly in furiated by uch an id 

contro l, the Derg was able to re-take it. OLF burn d th 

1/ \ i h t!) int nn nl, 

il 

t rro ri zed the non-Oromo communities be~ r it a tu I v ith r \\ 
un 



, and GE6). fter PROF cam t 

. llov ed aga in to contro l the region . Y 
\\ 

\\' r in 

In spite of thi legacy the EPRDF m d h m \! i 
a sume contro l of the territory in 1991 \Vh n erg 
\Va then set for the terri tory' c nd \ r h 
force of the BPlM who were not pr p r d 
region in which Oromo only con titut d 12% 
With the BPLM defeated and the EP F th [\\ i 
transitional government, the OLF began pur uin i 
This involved replac ing Amharigna with r mi 
those who spoke the language in the str t t rr n In 

('~posed them, and propagating the view that th inh it n 
black Oromos, whi le preparing the ground r n in 
wo uld include Benishangul. In response, th indig n u p ul 
EPRDF to intervene, leading to the region' third \ , r in J 
subsequent defeat of the OLF by the EPROF arm I t lh 
pos it ion in the region (Young 1999:328). 

fter 199 1, OLF still persisted on its idea and tri eel t r tru tur 

that inc ludes Benshangul as its constituent part. At th 

and even Assosa/the capital! was administered by thi tv 

GE4; GE5 ; GE6) . 

P II h n\!r\ III 11\ 

mp ling pt ni\! ' In rl1\ IIlI 

ll,}dDlT/ hJ,'!'7 ,JC J,,}J:"IJf!., /r//ftftJ/ fUZ~ '17C ),~'1nl.!I" :: II / ,i "/ 
'7T'i"l'J'PD ;,A '!fI~/r::J,,!'7 dll;ldllbf (I. 7f/ f),;"'"'j V7Hl rtf :J;' ill : ::Jr'/ 

'7/'f.'!'l' flJ,) hJ,UJJ.f.' ,JC '101':: ),'1'7 'l''7~ IJ ),fr1')!I" J U' . ') 
'1f1C:: 1984 1Jf!., PJ,,!'7 1, /?Il:J'1k '1f1C::l,;;-'S' /,'1'7 '7£lb .;. 'In!.') ·fIIl- I ljll ) : 

),r/,tf61::;,'!'7 flJ,m:PlJf!., ;'tf'},/, flnC""l ~;:f. rl'l'/:, )"l-ir1·fl" fl ' '1r1 '/: 11" , 

m.P.tI.U PIlCbb), ;,Arfl]'/J.PIl '1f1C (G£5) :: 
When we entered the country after th dov nf \I 
with OLF. We had not have relation with Fr . L1r rei Ii n \\ I \ i h 
OPDO. OlF had slain our people. OLF u d t hunt u \ h n \\\.: \\ 'r in I,; m I 

In 1992 there were conflict between OLF and u ( P 1 , \Ve I m In. 
people. At that time election was not h Id in th r gi n ' nd V'lll' J I . I 

OLF refused to recoGnize US as an indep nd nt ntit . 
I:> 

EPRDF's relations with OLF, the most important gr up LIt iel 

down qui ckly. OLF decided to boycott the electi n nel \ ilh 

government at the eleventh hour of the 1992 el cti n. hi m 

the resultant armed enGaGement forced EPROF l 
"" I:> 

parate regional government rather than link it ith r mi . I w 



, B re ta, umz, hinasa, Mao and 

(\'oung 1999:328; info rmant GE4; G 5; 6) . 

[hi arrangement however encounter d r 

regional states as the region was carved th 

drni ni trati ve areas. Much of what is now 

nd also Kamashi Zone were cl aimed by Oromi 

te ery much wanted Metekel to be under it control. 

mashi Zone, the research area, was establi hed by in rp r ting I 

from the area previously known as Wallega Kifle !-fa er in I 

bel ieved to be predominantly Gumz, were later organized t rm \\' W(lreti(l . , hi h 

r , Kamashi, Yaso, Sirba Abbay , Agalo Meti and Belojegam m hI I. n·. 

Table I Administrati ve structures 

Weredas of the new Kamashi Zone Previous W II g -WI r 

amashi 
Biilaa 

8elojeganfoy 
Digga-Sa ioa 

Ya 0 
Limu 

Sirba Abby 
Mendi 

galo Meti 
N~j o 

Source: adopted by the researcher 

From its inception thi s arranoement crave ri e to claim nd , ::> 0 

ownership of territory among both Oromo and Gumz li t 

the qebbeles which were assumed to be ori ginaly inh 

Oromo people as the Gumz, who are currentl y re iding in th 
tabl i h thei r 

i Oromo land . The Gumz on the other hand claim t rr it 

Even if they did not push further ' with such an id a th 

untC[ l'llll n Ih' 

lh 

In I 

n in 

n h \ in " Ih 



lowland part of fo rmer Wallega Kifle Ha 

did n t lake violent form until 1994. 

In 1994 the firs t violent confl ict happ n d b t n 

blamed on members of OPOO military fo re . 

romo. The Oromo communiti es and elite on lh 

president of the Benishangul Gumz Regional tat M 

and organizing the attack that the Gumz communit 

farmers (for the detail s see Chapter 5). 

lim The two groups persistently engaged in claims and count 

fo rced them to revive selective social memories of th 

traditions. Gumz had been figured as foreigners, settl d in th 

Emperor I-Iai lesse lase in 20[h century, as the then go rn r 

inhabit the region. Such lines of argument go with W 11m, rk' 

ccording to Wall mark (1981:81) , the Bega migrated to 

Gojjam, specifically the Gubba and Wembera area b gin ning 

high tax and endless conflict with Amhara, Arab Ag v 

to leave Gojjam. According to him 1930 was a p riod 

Gumz towards Wallega. On the other hand Tessema (19 0 

n n iSh 

rn 

the Shaniqillas are indigenous to the place and the Or m mtgr< n in h~ I I 'cn I 

had an encounter with these groups. 

J After EPRO F victory the then rebel force of EPROF member a er t 
adm inistrati ve role of the variolls reo ions so at that time, until flc r the I 

'" ' . I 
estab lishement of national army OPOO reble (mclitary) force \ ere In c ntr 
ad mlllistrat ion. 



The umz, on the other hand , claim t b th Ir t l 

., ' informants told me the Gumz w re 

from differe nt parts of their original s ttl 

Our ancesto rs lived and are buried her . " 
graves, in the place currently occupied b r 
deny us our right to self- administration. Th 
we are no longer their se rvants. Actuall 
li fe long servant' (G 1 age 60). 

These assertions alSO have support from individual r m 

Gumz had been in the claimed area long enough t rai im ~r 

(iIJ rpOJ· [JJ'Il'!' h,lJC J,llh,lJC '1flt;.::'1·{.°kf{l)· he?;;:OJ· P'!'!' (' ,' fl '/' .I. ,·N 

tflJ '} 7;; j!//'? P'I fl t;. 'i' :f [JJ.:: fl liIJ rp{l)' {I)·IIT h 1,0)' /.. ~ r: . /' (,t) "1/ /J. i /J' 

f~°t;. ri'·(tnterview with Oromo key informant OJ ao 4~) 
They inhabited all through the valley. Their li v li ho 1\ 
highlanders and they lived in despair. They wer Ii ing t g 
in the valley. 

Both of them told the other to move out and settle in anoth r 

move out and settle either in Sudan or in Assosa (the capit I 

they told the Oromo to leave the lowland and retreat l 

believes the "Red" Oromo belongs. Gumz charg th 

bringers of OLF terror. Oromos reject such an accu ati n 

their ri ghtfu l possess ion of resources that were gi en t 

structuring. According to my informants, such re tru tur ing \: 

ludy on hi storical and administrative convenience or n 

illage inside our (Oromo) qebelle, administered and p id t , l 

have vill ages a short di stance from Neqemete town whi hi n ti n n ' \\ I) . rm 

to their regional state. " (Interview with Oromo elit ; 



romo elites accept the fact that they at th b innin Ii 

h d an ex pansionist attitude, which th y 

b the transitional government, even if th re ult \ 

Those places that were assumed to be so lved by r fi r nudm 

ccord ing to Horguelin (1999: 17) with the pro 

di content appeared in the country, what WJS formerly di 

mhara could we ll turn into general chaos if stat 

nt itled to. The Oromo community and elites alike claim th t th ir n 

century used to govern all the areas that the Gumz claim t wn \ hi h 

infOlmant makes the Oromo as its rightful owner. 

The coming of EPRDF to power and the resultant elf-admini tr ti n n 

restructuring, changed the relations between the two th ni or u 

who had been marginalized and discriminated by their 

government, got the opportunity at the end of the 20
th 

centur 

embraced the ethnic-based regionali zation principle to n ur 

contro l over their region. They wanted to put an end to Or m 

getting all the things that they lost, like land particu lar! y th 

was later given to the East Wallega Zone by a de i i 

office. Gumz very much wanted to keep their righ t to 

that they are not sure about the future and need mor a 

tudies indicate that the Ethiopian constitution i th m 

ho rt of proper defin ition of minority and thus la k ad qu t 

minority groups. 



ording to Kymlicka, sub state national gr up h 

h not been thrown out: Kymlicka further elab r t th 

ub state national groups still typicall fi I th t th 
homogeneous nation state has not been full r n un d 
dominant group have not fully accepted th prin ipl ' 
have not fully accepted all of its implication .. ....... .. . 
relationss are often highly politicized, a m mb r 
sensitive to perceived slights and misunder tanding 

4.1.2. Administrative Limits 

During the Imperial regime and until the last years of th 

Gumz and Oromo were under the Wallega Kife1 Hagar ( dmin tr ti v 

territorial restructuring put in place by the EPRDF regim pr 

th 

to both groups depending on their settlement patterns, langua 

the people. Therefore, the former Wallega Administrative Regi 

regions- region six and four (Benshangul Gumz and Oromia r 

int t\\ 

ut \\ ilh ut 

drawing any clear-cut administrative boundaries. 

There is no clear understanding of the adminstrative limit of a h 

community at the initial stage had problems of understanding hi h t I Ih ' 

and they tended to sway depending on circumstances and p lili al p r 1I li 

restructuring, Oromo communities living in Gumz qebelle had p id It x 1 

five years without knowing that they are inside the Gumz juri di ti n. h 

Oromia qebelles collected the tax despite their knowledge that th 

co ll ect tax from individuals who are residing inside Gumz q b II . 

a Oromo communities living in Gumz qebelles are fore d t 

uch an issue is aggravated because of the poor qebelle tru tur 
LIm!. . 

h " 



\' ral villages, which belong to Be/ojeganjoy I 

i land in Oromiya region far fro m wher th 

I n qebelles, which are establi shed around the C rm r 

a iga Wareda of East Wallega Zone ha 12 qebel/ 

bordering the forme r state farm . Nine of the ten um 

ncountered recurrent boundary related problem \ ith 

a iga, and Oegga. This situation has been aggravat d m 

regions have been engaged in planting double admini treli 

choo l, and health offices in thE' same villages and qebelle 

authority in administration and Ltx collection. 

The Oromo elites very much wanted to hold on the land 

lime to time came out clearly and strongly in variou 

administrative affairs of the Gumz, arresting authoriti 

movement in and out of the Wareda. The Wareda offi 

qebelle officials tend to ignore the administrative juri di ti n 

in tax collection and political propagation, which the urn! t k 

responded violently( Informants GEl :GE2 and GE4). 

One envoy -one Arrow 

Case 2; 1993, the authorities of Sasiga Wareda nl thr milit i ' 

in one of the qebele's of Belojeganfoy Wareda ( 

tax collection and to enlist members for OPOO "ith 

Gumz authorities. The militias and the civilian n 

what they were told to do when encircled by their 

such an intrusion as an insult and illegal and re p 

of the envoys. Gumz argued that the Oromo " er 

plot against them. One of the envoys who wa a mi litic 
~ 

envoys were attacked by the famous Gumz an \! • 

4B h ' h i run 
. ot Gumz and Oromo in formant told me the same story wIt ou t . n 
Intentions. The Oromos wanted me to see how the Gumz are killing IOno en! Or m 

" \ hi h r m 

in h 

( n 111 lilt \I 

iii n 



In 1993 , the Oromo offic ials in B I/o 171 r I (1-/ n IlIr 

pre iden t of Gumz (Mekonn n 

ar. II his belongings including ann 

hour until the then state farm ad mini tr t r 

might cost them and the Oromo people 

admin istrator resulted in peaceful discharge 0 Ih 

In 1994, agai n the zonal and Wareda 

memb rs of OPDO military force whi le th 

OPoO military force also arrested elder and Ih 

going to Sage, by pass ing thei r jurisdiction. Th 

illagers, which they killed 58 individuals th y h Id th 

TGE army arrived. (Informants; G6 age 38' G9 

50). [ wi II return to this issue later. 

The Gumz elites and community alike take such an a Ii n 

and want to drag them back to the past, which the Gmuz h I 

(1985) asserts that communities that are referred to b th mj 

minority groups who have been marginalized for I ng rc 

majority groups : 

In fac tback ward groups have frequ nt! 
emanating fro m other groups. On ~ rm 
about being dominated and being turn d in I 
water." Conci liatory leaders are d pi I d 
granting concessions to ethnic strang r , 'V h 
control of the country and subordinati on fth 
then become a survival issue. A common ~ nnul 
demand is not QTanted the aroup "will cea I 

b ' b 

such apprehensions reflect demographic in 

o her hand wan ted to show me how Oromo leader interfere in their 

do not want to recooni ze Gumz's ri oht to se lf- admini tre tion . 
'=' '" 

h~ir n;·1 m n 



Th Gumz elites consider and e en pr 

Ih ir populat ion to migrate toward 

th 

urn I nd 

uthority over the area through reD r ndum 

which is developed in the mind of Gumz' I 

u picion, aggravated the already ten and ant 

groups. Every little incident or move on the rom 

and elites as a conspiracy to take their land or a m n 

t ndency. These fears orginates from the very natur 

oroanized the majo rity ethnic group as the owner 

, other States' like ,'\mhara or Tigray even Oromo ha 

in them. 

This apprehension originated not only from e tabli h d thr t m 

p ycho logical projections. The Gumz lost territory that th hr u' 

referendum during the mid 1990's restructuring. For xampl 111 

the qebelle called Dimtu was given to Oromia through r D r n 

transition period. From the start Oromo leaders and elites put r ~ r n urn 

the sole solution fo r every border problem that the two r oi n 

advantage in outweighing the Gumz by number. Thi attitud 

tudy conducted by the two Regional states to id ntify the 

recommended a refe rendum as a solution to ettle the b r ri ll 

fl r/' 7tf.r( f 1>fJIbJD:{- dOlJh61 ;'fr!-h/J"/' film - P 7C ;"{II/':-'o)' h '/1
1
8"' 

;,/lr!-,c;.etf.'l! {!J(J'} fJ'761ff ;1I1tTD~tTDr l,t;' f(/OtfJ ~)r: t7fJ. P.~·I.{1 ' : f '!". II 
/llltf'! tJ./J r/.- h6l1'l' dO,}'7?r htfof't,tf·lI- (/0 1 "7/P-'- ' r: fit/fI -!"IIf/: (/,1,,/ 
l7D 1'7/--Ur/: dOUJL;:f''l' dOCU ;,,}1~f{' 46 /]/ ;'t;' 48 /)/ t/1)/II.-1- 1,7/11 l')~ 
(R eJrendum) OlJlJ'iJt(Oromia 2008 study report) -
The persistent problem that existed between th nigh ring q ' '~/ ' 1 r ·1 - _ 
claim over terri tory the ambiguity of adminis trati limit n th .'1 '. n _ u I 

. . ' . II ' h h' r · 'r I 
admll1lstrative structures. So the two RegIOnal tate n \~ 1 

government should hold referendum ba ed on th 
48( I). 



I i important to poi nt out here that th ab m 

up \ a done separate ly as di sagr em nt ar 

xp rlS had suggested referendum as an imp rt nt lu i n 

thi study document, the Oromia regional go 

th ir doubt about referendum as a silver bull t to c nni 

xperiences on the Somali-Oromia border5 (informant: 

n, r' C 

The option of referenda is also supported by th mmuni 

ommunity in Oromia qebelles told me that th .y are conftd nt th t th 

father's land all through Dedessa valley if the issue is handl d b 

in any poss ible political border demarcation strategy: ith r r 

through analyzing his torical authority trend . With uch c rt int 

pa rticipating in bribing Gumz qebelle officials to ecur 

dministrative body takes control (interview with key in ~ rm 

Dominance in population number makes a referendum a vining 

Gumz leaders and elites on the other hand oppose rd r nda a 

the border, recognizing the fact that referendum mak th 

considerable amount of their land, including Assosa. Gumz 

of historical patterns of settlement and geographica l con id r ti 

Befekadu and Diribssa (2005 :80), argue that the I ad r nd lh 

minority groups tend to be more fanatical and bia ed th n th rdin r 

ethnic groups. The frustration of the Gumz leader and th 

att itude of the Oromo leaders is the driving force b hind 

Gumz leader's apprehension arises from their hi t ri I m 

Ih 

Th" \ rc 



In r:)na lized economically and political\ . 

In mobilizing the Gumz com munity t de n 

hi I ri cal memories to advance their agenda. 

ording to Horowitiz ( 198S: 170) m m ri r1i r 

om times millennia old, can be rev iewed t 

ho tilities are significant again. Gumz elites u 

fo r mobilizing their community. They told th 

moving towards their land and will claim its inclu i 

in the futurs they will take the land through a re~ rendum . 

[hey keep allowing the Oromo to settle on their land th 

fo rmer status, under slavery and domination. Th lImz 

according to my informants' whether they want to Ii lik 

beaten and so ld in an open market like they used to be. In 

idea of going back to slavery that the majority kn fr m 

grandfathers and a few also passed through it terroriz d th m. 

this feeling mainly due to the propaganda that the Oromo pr m 

GlImz as fo reigners who left their home country that i 

G7 ageSS ; G8 age 29; G9 age 30). 

Converse ly, the Oromo elites mobilize their communit In th ,"W 

b en di sgraced, and pushed around, what is going t b 

to the minorities that we used to buy and sell. The min 

have now acqui red power and authority which th 

r venge"(Oromo key info rmants; 02 age 47; 03 ag 

the part of the elite has created anxiety and di tru t b tv 

The GlImz Waredas and the zones in general ha e 

also rich in mineral resource like gold, marble and b 

minerals (Regional Atlas 2007; GE 1; GE2; GE6). 

the restructurino of the reoions allows the small num r 
C> b 

uml 



rn 
i e vi rgin land, which put th m lh 

antageouS pos ition,(most f th 

arm for more than 15 year ). 

il qebelles, the Gumz started to put r lri 

romo (02 age 47; 0.5 age 30; 07 ag ~ 

in ormants going in to the forest to get 

in to place of contention. This led to exten i 

Oromo community resetteled in Gumz qeb II 

Oromos are engaged in clearing the fore t t mak 

advantage of being on the Gumz si.je to get a " ill I 

ha e willingly joined theGumz administrati lru tur : 

What matters most thni ity 

Case 3; Shembelele is a village curr ntl 

Shenkora (the Oromo recognize it as Lag 

are predominantly Oromos. They are cl 

their farm is also parellel with the Gumz rm . Ul 

qebelle called Hora Waatta. The Abaa qara f lh 

qebelle in mid 1990s, inorder to ben It r m 

infrastracture and virgin land there. Th ir d m n 

offi cals and joined the Gumz. After bing 'v ithin 

years they are now wanted to return 1 

reason that they joined the Gumz." in 

presence of malarria and the inava labilit 

us to join Gumz. Now we underst nd lh t 

nint'. 

more than Gumz, our rel atives in 
ni I Ir III 

we do not have such opportunitie ur p 

attention from the state than they u d 1 ". 



Thi case indicates that people are int 

boundaries and ethnic identity. Th 

p r uasion, which substanciate the argum 

m r In c 

liets use the situation to foment conflict r Ih ir 

groupS became too ls for the el ite's political n 

hembelele in particular and the Oromo comm uni tic 

in oeneral had not been directly involved and 
'" 

conflicts between the Gumz and the Oromo. Th 

sette lers in Gumz qebelles they were with the Or m 

sette lers of Gumz qebelles had been displaced fri ght n ~ 

target. Such massive out-migration of people into 

oerrn inate their ideas of referendum. 
'" 

4.2 Change in Gumz Ways of Life 

The Gumz way of life is characterized by shifting ulti t ti 

subsistence farming with hunting gathering and fi hing. 

areas and their settlement patterns were and still are di p r 

activities, the Gumz were (in some places still are) m il 

fo ur years in the same place. The pattern of scatt r d n 

highl y interrelated with geography, economic and p liti 

The development policies of the successive regim 

and the research area Belojeganfoy of Kama hi 

peripheral parts of the country. With the change in th 

the Gumz were able to take part in the cOLlntri 

fi rst time. This opportunity, presented the nee 

change their ways of life and to be part and 

transfo rmation. 



In 1999 the Benishangul-Gumz R 

Gumz and other shifting cultivator 

m bili zing the communiti es to s ttl in lh 

Iud conducted by the Regional Oi 

h objecli ve was to settle the scatt r d 

ttlements and provide them with infra tru 

olhers services I ike schools, and health c nt r . 

ultivat ion. According to the bureau, primary n 

everal meetings were held, which according t 

ommunities atti tude and the cultural baITi r to th 

Gebre (2003: 18) contradicted this idea tating th pi 

appraisal report, wi thout careful environmental 

ould help to avo id impoverishment of the mm unil 

absence of alternati ve income, decline of yi 

undoubted ly exacerbate food insecurity. In fra tru tur 

place and are less likely to be developed pri r t 

lh Ie lin 

absence of adequate medical services, conge ti n n p r nil I 

hazards." 

imilarl y, the plan was not and sti ll i n t Ie king in t 

re lations that the community and the regi n ha \ ith lh 

mobility and agricultural activities. With u h 

sett led agricultural group like their Oromo n 

I,;r lin. 

the same demand and aspirations, which I nd t 01 . ili 1\ 

like land , water, forest and etc . .. . Here's a ca 111 int : 



Ca e 4: Anger Meli qebelle (\ h t th; 

wh ich as se lected to be a r 

Belojeganfoy Wareda of fonn r 

This resettl ement scheme ha tv 

program of the region , and the e 

area, where there ex isted dual admini 

resisted by Gumz communi tie . Th 

ifs",(if land is scarce, not fertile , if th rc re 

and so many promises some group w r 

one condition if and only if they ke p th 

By the time the Gurnz started cl ann 

Oromo, who used to be laborer in th 

forest which instigated competition D r I n 

towards the resettlement plan wa n t 

Oromo too. So the implementation 

accusation and clashes on the bord r 

(Columbus monkey) and hung its kin hi 

which reads ; if you come close t u 

exacerbated and in 2008 turned in to larg 

many Oromo and Gurnz (Gumz and Or m 

Oromo settl ers did not like such a chang f pra ti 

land that they have a claim on. They also und r t 

them their land. They also complained ab ut th 

acquires, owing the absence of land all c Ii n 

relative aboundance of land on the th ir 

al location systems. My Oromo informant t I me Ih 

villagization strategy turned their peopl and th m in 

In h· pit 
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EPRDF is a capi tali st party th t \ h \ \ 1;; n , '''' ..... 1'. .. 

o\\;ning bourgeo is, who are Ii ing b ren in I 
pu rsuing a feudal system. Adol 
Gumz areas. 

Gumz re-settl ers underscored the fact that th 

program outwe ighed the di sadvantage, b in 

Gumz relat ~d it to lesser producti vety and 

because of lile change in their li fe style. 

resettlement that the region is able to make di 

health, and schoo l. Growing encroachm nt of the hi ghl n 'r 

the vegetati on cover of the region that led t th 

fru its, in away reduced Gumz access to meat and 

gathering is one of the Gumz's liveliho d 

cul ti vation. The increasing encroachment al 0 

life. Therefore, it was believed that with the gro\ ing 

other ethnic groups shifting cultivation can not b 

Gumz are becoming settled agriculturalist and d me n lh 

th ir Oromo neighbors. With the chan ge in th \ ' Ii 

land has changed. As they now understand th b n It 

land poli cy. make it possible to acquire unlimi t d 

population also he lped fo r large farm 

informants, the Gumz had been giving land t 

ivl ichu, Harma Hodha or Abelige) fo r fre D r 

stopped wi th the introduction of settled aori ultur I 

emerged as the new ways of economic r lati n 

highland mi grants. 

tW" n r m 



Tradition or rcn arll 

CaseS: ccording to the tr diti n 

fa ther has an obligat ion to h Ip hi 

times. Therefore, dur ing th D r r gim m 

henkora qebe lle, (Beyo ) acqu ir din lhr ugh 

and called the villagers and the Id r 

fterward he became the legal 0'-' n r 

decade. Now, with the change in th p 

son of the benefactor startd claiming th 

the courts, and won the case. But the d 

case to the high court . Before the high 

conflict erupted. And the defendant u ed th 

the land that my informant had left unattend unng 

Catch ou 

Case 6: One of My Oromo informant 

(8eyoo) was used to work as head of th q 

acquire farm land, which he aid a m r 

office. The land was cleared by the umz but n 

his power my informant took the land nd 

on it (according to the tradition n 

Now with the change in power p lit ic and li v lih 

had cleared the land, claimed th land n \. hi 

My informant took the matter to th 

rev iew. 

What happened soon after the 200 

informant stated that a Gumz, wh cl 

the house. Accord ing to my infi rm 

qebelles in apprehension and when th 



police they went backju t I an Ih h 

were told by the Gumz that unl Ih 

within five minutes th ir farm 'v 

Th competition on land amono the tw gr up h 

migrants from Gojjam intensively involv d in h n; r 

both the Gumz and the Oromo. Gojjam migr Ii n 

rent phenomenon. According to Te fay 

(1999) on the other ~and refers us to th 

between 1950s and 1970s. According to th 

people has been a predominant trend until 

common. 

4.3. Ethnic Federalism and the Inflow of Miora,,' lo .~ (/rtf, 11111 .. I. III I 

4.3.1 Orama and Amhara Migration towards GIII1I"llalld 

Population movement is a natural response of man 

the environment. Thousands of people migrat d t \ r 

district of Amhara and Oromia regional tat 

from Gojjam. East and West Wall ega Zone al 

migrants from Gojjam and Wello. 

Information of availabil ity of large unt u hed 

attracted people to move from different pl ac 

as iga Weredas) since the 1990s. After th 

East Wallega Zone, private inve tor k 

nt 1< r num 

involvement also attracted miarants both'> ith in n ut o _ 

ail y labour" 



Th reason for migrating toward 

a lOr to personal problems. My in ~ rm n 

gradati on as the main reason for th ir migr 

tat d land degradation and Oooding, \ hil r 

[at resettlement program, that brought [h m 

r ett lement area became less producti [h 

Oromo and other ethnic group migrant t 

ource, Amhara Regional State particularly 

and kin pressures are atso push fact r th t id [ 

Be{ojegan!oy and Sasiga Waredas. 

The migration of Oromo, which was start d during th I Ih n lIr • 

of Gumz had a seasonal character. People u uall g 

the rainy season and stay there until th y har 

to visit the lowland for hunting big game. Lat r v ith 

of farm land the Oromo started to look for virgin I 

the lowland was encroached by highland Wall g 

Gojjam, which is because of the regime ext n i e 

(which ends the seasona character of Oromo mi r ti n [ \It r 

Oromo from diffe rent Wareda came looking D r G j in hc [ [c ~Im' . 

The Oromo migration IS a continuati n f ng hi 

seasonal farm related movement. This mo m nt f uall 

nature through time with the developm nt 

Belojeganfoy Wareda of Gumz and as 0 Wared 

fo r extensive state farms for more than tv a d 

migration since 1970s. The establi shm nl 

people, which had been inOunced by g ographi I 



p nkhurst and Piguet (2004:2-3) ill u tr t 

I \ land a such that the highland h 

n favorable to agri cultural ac ti ity th 

nd ariable rain fa ll , shallow oil and di I 

Ii tock di seases, notably malaria and I 

haracterized by its sparse sett lements and hi 

highlands intensification of ox plough 

massive soil degradation. Historically, the highl n 

allocating land use rights to ind ividuals in c nlr I I 

areas of land in the lowlands. The long hi 10ri C" I d 

highlands and the egal i tarian and autonomou 

19lh century, which at the tum of the 19
lh 

nt ur \\ 

settlers and the state alike. 

The highland Amhara and Oromo regions hav b n un r 

little or no effort to resuscitate soil quality \ hi h h 

degradation, in some cases beyond recovery. Th i 

by rapid population growth. Ethiopian Highland 

(\988) indicated that 50% of the highland ar a i 

by the year 2010, 10 million highland farm r 

degradation. The same study also indicate th t 

lived in central and northern highlands (v hi ch 

uch a recognized need of highland ettl r \ 

resettlement programs and later in 1996/97 r di Iri uti n 

administration. 

Decades-long spontaneous migration of th hi ghl n 

Sponsored resettlement programs targeted we t rn r gi n 

country, which include Wall ega, Illubabur nd 

major share (Danel, 1988 : 148). Resettlers 

other migrants fro m their countries of ri In . A r in 1 



numb rs of mi grants have been com in r m 

menat ion in the previous paragraphs th r n 

10 per nal problems, so here it i im p rt nt t 

ar a: 

Case 7: Al age, 35 was born and gr \ up In 

Anger Guten area of East Wallega z n wi h hi 

1984/85 through a state sponsored res ttl men 

reason for him to foll ow his uncle to th i r gion in I 

cropper) fo r Gojj am fa rmers for three ye r 

land and its fe rtility. In 2003/4 h 

productive and now he is no more a 

Gumz farmer. 

AS age 33 , born and grew up in Gojjam H w Ii ing \\ ith hi Ifuil 

impractical and they work and share th 

Wallega has extensive land that can be 

Wallega and is currently lead ing hi li D v r 

SiX years. 

Case 8: 140 Gojjam farmers and th ir f l11ili 

one of the Gumz qebe lle at the b ginnin 

establish their own villages with in Ll l11 Z 

towards thi s se izure of the land that b th 

later the authori ties of Gumz qebelle I:> 

in tegrated with Gumz or leave the region 

alternative and moved to the variou 

Some accepted and integrated wi th 

hectares of land. 



A9 age 40 is one of the 140 r ttl mil y, me 
preferred to be integrated in t qe 

was able to secure at that time. H 

his wife and a child. When hi s fri 

he decided to stay in and settle h r 

He had sent his wife and child to 

planned it to be but he was able to 

two agricultural season he brought be k II hi t mil 

now (after three years) because Jf th urren 

regrets doing that. 

Local communities and officials interviewed argu d th t it w he r -lui . 

lowland that attracts the Oromo from East and 

lowland than shortage of land . Survey don 

(internati onal non governmental organization) indi 

land degradation are prevalent in different War da 

diffe rent Oromia Waredas and early migrant 

group and seized the land without the kno ledg th lIml 

migrants, however, integrated with Gumz ttler nd \ 

leasing of land. 

These fl ows of migrants towards the fore tland r umL. h \ 

on the environment. Clearing the fore t t 01 k 

practice in the region as a whole. The immi or Ii n 

growing demand for food and cash crops ha 

fo rest land of the Waredas. According to my 

In cereal production encouraged them to c n 

which they say lucrative endeavors addi ng th 

Gojjame mi grants. The Gumz argue the 

de truction and the Oromo on the other h nd I 01 lh 



4. .1.1 GlImz and Oromo Relations with £IIvirOllnr III 

Human acti vity is the most important fact r in Ilrin 

i t while the environment impo e it 

ery simple technology in their effort t 

abundance of land and the low population pr 

for lh GUI11Z community to engage in shi ft ing ulti ( ti n. 

cording to Moran (1982:268), shifting culli ti n h th 

from erosion and leaching. It also reduces fertili z r n p 

forests that supply a higher net yield. Moran argu d in 

ba ed on the fact that the maximum biomass i attain d \ ithin 

i abandoned. Burning the forest also allows n pa tur 

biomass; improve soil fertility, eases work in th fi ld, 

ontrolled by firebreaks surrounding the plot to b burn d . 

in hun In ' 

The GUI11Z have a close attachment to the natural n ir nm nt, lh 

environment as a subsistence endowment with a red In nin . I h 'If 

natural environment is closely linked with their b Ii 

resources are a gifts, blessing and creation of ~ lI/1ba 

ource of life and livelihood to the past, pre ent and 

without spiritual justification results in a cur e. E 'pi it in 

and exposing or clearing its clothing resulted in retri uti n 

by decreasing fertility and yields, drying up wat r pint 

lassie 2004:96-97, Interviews with Gumz lder at B I ~' 

The Oromo, on the other hand were ttl d 

on ervationist outlook. According to Ka am and 

among the Oromo cultivation is restrict d hi 

tt lements, it was forbidden to cultivate in th 

ro ion. Trees also play an important role in 

th ir lise. Vegetation is also protected b 



Du ' 'an, HoraaBunaa, Bobbi , Guuto and uuk 

\\ re 
enerated, particularly Dukkan (A 

Th Oromo of Wallega being fond of hon m k u 

hi e. Honey gathering is important in e n mi 

IfP of honey are named after the plant in hi h 

Ebbica tress are some to mention. Wareda 

Lirnu are notable for their honey production 

informants ). 

It i very difficult to establish which group i d tr in th 

they are more pro-environment than the neighboring 

the Gumz Oromo community are destructi ve t th 

re ources. One of my Gumz informants de crib d 

imilar to that of a termite to land. Oromo communit 

contrary accused Gumz of massive engagem nt in 

activities, which is destructive. But both group ar 

more destructive than the others. 

4.3,2 The Link between Migration and COllflict 

Gumz authorities and local community treat the mh ra and r m nll r In 

They welcome Amhara migrants and very much r \\ h n il 

migrants. According to my Gumz key informant th mh r 

migrants want land only to cultivate and support Ih ir Ii lih 

like the Oromo migrants. "The Gojjame Ii e .. ilh u . in ur \ ill I " Ih 

k
. TI I u'h 

war mg culture, and they are here for work . 1 • 

know the proper way of ox plough until the cam t Ii \! wi th u 

fo r us to see what we have never dreamt f. 

boobie/ sorghum/ per hectar of land. Th 

po essions. They are trustworthy" (G2 age S6 . 



Th Gumz give whateve r amount fin th 

har croppi ng arrangement. There ar 

d nding on the type 0 f land and the r 

the Gumz provides him with food (unc 

pr pare for himself and land, donkey and cr 

other arrangement is that the Gumz provid 

qually. Oromo farmers do not take any of th 

free land that they used to enjoy before Gojj am in' I m n . 

n Oromo can work as qanja for anoth r Orom ul n 

Oromo informants being a qanja to Gumz ill b th 

Oromo wi ll take. Such a chauvinistic attitud 

competition for land with the Amhara settler I tr nu u . 

any way poss ible for Gojjame for various reason , th 

economic benefi ts that they deliver. According t um 

termed us lazy and arrogant. Therefore, giving land 

lesser benefit or basically making ways for futur 

Gumz plus the change that the agricultural acti ii i 

Gumz and the Gojjames livelihood intlam jea l u 

relations between Oromo and Gojjame b c m 

Gojjames also work as qanjas to Oromo. All int r 

and work for Oromo before they get to knov an Ii 

ccording to my Gojjame informants Orom 

fo r Gumz and call them Gumz's donkeys. The 

providing Gumz with arms and ammunition. 

of supporting Gumz in cleansing the Oromo p 

weapons and that they transfer to Gumz communiti 

of arms in the region. One Gojjame is curr ntl in 



ti it . But al l my Gojjame in form nl 

t go ri zed as jealousy on the parts f r m 

bomination to the ir deve lopment and p iti 

that Gumz li vel ihood has changed with th 

Consequently, dur ing Gumz-Oromo conflict lh 

For the Gumz "red" is "red" be they Amhara 

On the other hand, the Oromo hated the 

reasons. Mass migration of Gojjame in 1990 

Gumz economic activities revived a forgotten hi t ri 1 h re , \ hi h I 

and killing of Gojjame. 

What made the Gumz collaborate with Amhara \ ith \ h m 

recently (in 1990s), rather than the long standing n ih 

domination than the economic benefit that th 

establishment of regional states the relations b tv 

suspicious and contentious: 

f'<i' }'.ov OJ' '} ~A(}:" -th:"(\" O~ 'I""'" </: '1'';, h',:- I";: ' 11", , )HI 
(H'h;t-;t- ,e A '}.c;.w£t:C rUt/.~i.cJ}Cj ·tl"..n (1f"'tJ" } (J),')IJ \. 111' .I' I'I II') 

??(7l)·11 V1Hl illj"t'l 'IV: AII.U {T()t~"l' rtltJ9" nr"/(I'P; 1" 1'1'1 .1" .~" ,. 
(l{T()~mC hill"Jflflo)- A'.';.ifli l}'.C.'JI\ , : : hl/,I) (1'1 '(,1.),/1'/ 1. '1" ),1 11. 11 " 
(lch1' ' (It\o)- h1·cf.l1}m<;, O :-~,~ (/'01\, .ehtlAA'j : NII\,(I)' '1'' (II', ,r: ' '/ ,1' 

~\·)t, (}:;~ (l)t..~ .ehl\AA '}: O}·(lC r9"'ih "tI(II' (1).(:' '' '/ . .1' '/III' ""/ . 

?{T()l)(}t\ , i"l l7lJ t\l-)h,Y.":j, U1QJ 'r ~t.dl'l:'r, r"I t./. ·(II"} ,Hd'(\tJ ' "' ,Iu /' 
h~,C I')' uU&':"lj" r""6/rC? }'., O)·.~UlJ-l- (l" J' 'I" ('),1) H\'/II" ; /",/1,11 

tJ1/'(l VAOJ'lj" fl,')r)' ~,e ra'l, 'r 1\ , o uIIlfC, rm· (lU'(I ' I; ), ', " " :,,.. , .""' ,' I 

m)~hA uum?mC'} 6.'r~A:: 0r/'I\.e9" (11 999 (~ , 9" nil , "", ,'} 1.1'( 
UJO~lj" o,,~a'l.f U~I\,(7l). mi..v, '/'1"I'~: V"I I' I," } ,,,, ', j'j c\J "} I 

~ ,9" >-'. ",} (IO (ll"JUt/O. "'Cj O>,C?(I'I,l f'9"flif'}; '1"b/. ,'(J 11/(1 .' ), I , 

)\~(}(1.9l1' "J6P.'r} ulJwi. ;FP. {TlJ,Mb (root c usc t ' . ~ , :' 

study report :2008) 
following the the deve lopement of th ~ rm r migr 
of migrants, so that they became a maj rit an 
minority and that they have no Ian I t I 



pressures they will force th 
stabli sh ad ministrative tructur thct i 

such a structure to be admini t r d 
tax to the Oromo Wareda. uch tr nd 
endanger, more than th damag th t hi mi 'nn \ 111 

natural fores t resources, the li ve f th 
mistrussest on the relation hip of th t\ll 
direct cause of the 2007 connict f ~ 
Oromo Waredas respecti vely. It ha al 
Gumz and Oromo conflict of Kama hi nd ' 

It is difficult to assume federali sm without th :i te n 

What makes the Ethiopian experience challenging i lh he' 

the fact that the various ethnic group of Ethiopi n 

majority of members of their ethnic group 

environmental , socio-cultural and political reason 

of national consciousness of Gumz communit 

restructuring (ethnic federalism) and involvem 

study area led to the expression of antipathy gain t II n 

including Oromo neighbors and Amhara settl r .Th 

activities of the study area in particular and the r gi 

held by Amhara and Oromo ethnic group . 

communities and elite alike very much want d 

indigenous community from their region. Th r 

eli tes on the trends of such migration. According t th 

nu mbers fall below a majority the autonomy th t th ur n I n Il it I 

njoy ing will be at risk. 



f\ ording to Reuveny (2005:5) ther re 

fo und that one of the reasons that he fi n r 1 

to ind icate conflict between nation stat h 

situations 

The 1995 Federal constitution stipulates the right I Ilcn Ii 

the country (Art.32), but the practice is differ nt 

Practicall y ethnic groups, who reside out side of th 

are considered as an outsiders and they are not II 

political issues of the region. Though the con titi uti n 

to vote and to be elected, practically, one needs to b 

that the Regional State constitiute of, which indicat 

rather than the shared one or a particular ethnic ba k r un 

ccording to Ratnapala (1999: 113) federal prin ipl 

that is implemented in the regional states f 

accommodate all ethnic identities in the countr I p 

Y tern is designed to create a political sph re in ~ hi h 

regional states of the country. Third, the F d r I 

economic development and integration of th 

ind ividuals throughout the country and creating int r ultllf I 

thn ic groups in the country. The over em ph i hni i 

Gllm d h 0 k . d I· ul urt l in z an t e romo to wor on economIC, an 



~A Avai/ability of Arms and Ammullition 

It i clear that the culture of th 

military values. Great social and p ych 1 

rang of signs reflecting military achi 

de eloped rugged individuals, expert in th h n 

much value to accusations of arms. According t 

to mark every birth of son and whenev r they m 

y tem. As hunting was part of their livelih d, 

relates: to their system of adaptation. Gumz m, l 

5Ucces::. in hunting big game. To mention om : ne wh 

a wh ite ornament made of teeth of Warthoo and hip 

200 1:1 04). 

The Oromo are known fighters and hunters and m 

(1984) referd them us born fighters . According to T d 

and a large animal is still highly hounered among 

whenever they get the opportunity'(Taddess 1984: 

area seem to have chaged a lot because of the 

tructure of their country. But still military skill h 

According to Gumz informants during the De,. 

quite a good number of arms both through dir 

OLF, and through illicit trades. After the fall f th 

uppliers, according to my Oromo informant urn 

wh ich they used both in 1994 and 2008 conni t . 

joined the supplier side of arms and ammuniti 

43). After the 2008 conflict the Federal P Ii , 

the two communities. It was reported that th p 

and 26 arms fro m Gumz and Oromo communiti 

ffairs report, 2008). 



CHAPT R ./ 

5 CONFLICTS BETWEEN GUMZ 0 I~ \1 

SETTLEMENT 

s noted earlier, the Ethiopian constitution a 

tates boundaries along linguistic criteria is n 

in the history of the country. According to A 

a better political instrument for the managem 

onflic:s. However, it also appears that inter- thnic t n i n 

the federalization practice. Asnake (2004:55) utlin 

r lated to the federalization of Ethiopia. The fir t nc i 

conflicts in multiple identity regional state 

relationss : and the third one is problems relating t 

For the last 17 years Gumz and Oromo ethnic gr up 

encounters. The main causes of such encounter ha 

chapter. This chapter, will discuss the triggering fa t r 

Oromo conflict, and look into the regional and ~ d ral v mm nl' 

5.1 Conflict and its Aftermath 

The 1994 conflict was the first of its kind b [we n the 1\ 

Xoonee war. There are two versions of the trioo ring 

ersions. Gumz sources claimed that Gumz indi i 

Oromo, mistakenly killed an old Oromo lad, n 

tried to kill the perpetrator. Conversely, the Orom 

an Oromo member of Bello Central village and r 

illagers were furious by this act and the Gumz add d I 

Gumz version seems trustworthy, because the I 

woman was raped. The man who allegedly killed b 

time ago. The Oromo villaoers take the killin o 

mi litary force, rather than that ofa man that th I 1m 

,,,, "Ul t 



Th Oromo community had tak n thi m tt r 

th r act d by arresting 11 members 0 

w re on their way to the Wareda town 

Central of Oromo village (one of th 

fo rmer state farm center) all of them detain d. 

did not stop there . They arrested elders and a he d 

the Wareda town Sage by passing their juri dicti n. 

Therefore, the Gumz assumed 1nd were al 0 t ld b h If 

risk and that the ir future fall s on the hand of the 

admi ni stration and the benefits of it is gone a tra 

in the morning war against Oromo summoned. 

morning, members of OPOO military force and al 

able to contain the Gumz force , as the famou Gum 

were able to control the village and also decided to h n 

to Bello Centerai, to the new conquered land, whi h th 

Oromo were ki lled and more than 30 wounded 

qebelles and to the Zonal town of East Wall ega, 

force arrived and established the status quo, whi ch th uml. 

Sage . 

It was decided by the two states to establi h joint mmil C ' 

and mutual benefits and development. The memb r th 

zonal administrators, police and administrati 

committee was also established to look into th 

perpetrators. Both the regional states and the tran iii n I 

towards the find inas and recommendation by th 
b 

Oromo informants the report was discarded and lh \\ h 

investigation were later transferred to other War d . 



Th joint committee members of th 

m eting place, and the medium of th m 

h ld in their admini strati ve area and th 

emanded Amharic to be used in m 

ime during the in itial period. 

fte r so lving issues of place and language th 

contention. Almost all of the agendas of the committ 

boundary di spute. The boundary issue had m r 

Oromo, so member''; of east and west Wallega zon 

meeti ngs without any preparation, which the Gum 

the Oromo side to buy time fo r their populati 

Members of east Wallega zone presented is u 

boundary issues at hand( GE2; GE4;GES ).Th 

regional state members made the relations of the j int 

Gumz members accused Oromo members 10 kino 

ng' In 

ideas that they presented without even coming up \ ith 

Gurnz members the Oromo zonal officials sent to th m 

prior knowledge of the matter and people who d n 

ordinary civil servants. This was also tak n by th L1m ,-

Oromo officials (GE2; GE4; GES). The Orom m 

Gumz for they lacked se lf-confidence and n 

marginalization of the Gumz community contri but d gr 

OE2). 

After the 1994 conflict the relations of Gumz n , 

between individuals began to be the cone rn f th 

members. Therefo re, the regional states agr ed t 

at the Wareda and qebelle levels. At qebelle I 

dominant members. The meeting of the qebell J int 



\' r week, which was not practical a m t 

hours to attend such meetings, and r turn t 

ith r by the agenda, which are usuall y 

nonappearance of their counterparts and m t 

and qebelle 's joint committee memb rs' r I ti n 

ommi ttee that is full of disagreement and pr judi 

In 2007, the relations between the two group in th 

b fore. Five Oromo committee members \i r kill d 

Kamashi zone (outside of the study area) 0.) rna Ih 

Gumz informants, on the meeting held in Oromi 

members decided to go to the village that 

ownership of the land, which the Gumz grant d 

committee members reached the village their Gumz 

decided to wait. After some time a group of arm d um 

the zonal officials retaliated by sending arm ed ~ r 

according to Gumz sources 11 Gumz were kill d ( lim 

udy report 2008: 14). 

This event forced the Ministry of Federal Affair t g t in Iv to III I I 'r I 

preferred to be indifferent. With the Federal Affair 

o solve the problem by themselves and al 0 agr 

confl ict, identify the perpetrator and re-settle the di pi 

to form a study group. The group conducted tud 

started analyzing the data they had collected. It 'v 

They have di ffere nt versions on the term that I d t 

ommittee members, the di ffe rence began wh n lh um 

the conflict is federa li sm and the relative fertilit 

he Oromo members rejected this by saying th t 

administrative structure and the acqui si tion of i 

(info rmants GE6; GE7). 



The Oromo committee member , n th 

ause the Oromo forwarded re~ rendum t r 

that Gumz committee members resigned \- h 

th m (informants OEl OE2). Therefor th 

arne time confl ict was fueling up within th 

Angere Meti (Gumz qebeUe) and Hora Waara 

The violent confl ict was initiated after two m m r 

Oromo in a village called Mender Arate 0 11 th 

aroused in work place where they both were v rking 

community and Sasiga Wareda administrator 

hospital and arrested the attackers. When rum r 

detention reached Gumz village; the villager w r 

to revenge. Belojganfoy Wareda administrator im medi I I ~ I 

from Neqemte hospital to Soge town without th 

pretext that they did not get appropriate medical tr 

mall group of armed Gumz villagers went to 1end,. Ar r 

to rescue. The elders promised to the villagers to bri n th 

hold discussion wi th Gumz and Oromo official ab ut th p 

The elders did what they promised and the relati 

were. The authori ties also aareed to discuss th m tt r with o 

not come at the proposed meeting day, which s t 

preparing for attack and they kill ed according to th 

Oromo villagers. 

th um/. 

ccording to the Ministry's report, and Or m in~ m1 nt " n r 

(200 in number) escorted by trained and ex p ri n 

the Derg and di scharged members of Federal Poli 

of displinary problems) launched an attack on I . -



ven mentioned that thi s group wa 

\ ant to disclose, and used Abaay go rge 

li tes alike opposed such accusation and th 

h attackers were settlers of the two q b /I 

a mitted on the other hand that form r 

members, local officials and militias 

inform ants, it was because the Gumz resist d th 

po lice Force that the Oromo constructed u h 

tart ing f:-om 20th of May 2008, Oromia p i I 

settled inside and outside of the actual confli t r . A 

mhara informants, the force that support d 

massively attacked Gumz settlers. Such a charg 

ffa irs report which indicated the involvem nt 

used to disarm the villagers. So this force L1pp rt 

attack in different settlement areas for about I 

were in eqemte on the 18th of May, wh n th 

22nd of May to check up on his families \ h 

heard the news that the conflict spread t 

moblized from Neqemte and when he 'vain 

beaten and killed the families of the form r R gi n I 

!PhD/), who is accused almost by my entir 

the 1994 and 2008 conflicts. 

Oromo zonal and regional official that 

special force and said that the Ministry' 

the region formally discarded the report in 

ccording to the officials, the report that th \ ill g 

6 The regional state that the Oromo informants accu ed u 
Regiona l State, it is a serious accusation but to m unde t n In 
cordial relat ions that the states have achived throu:>h the yc r. rh 

mhara in the 1990s in Metekele Zone, but they, r Ie m n 
peaceful cooperation 



he Federal Police, claiming that they h d 

ffa irs. According to proclamation oj ~9/20 

the state councilor highest executive org n 

the Ministry of Federal Affairs (Article 4/20 

five sub article one, that "the Prime Min t r 

fo rce, or both to arrest the deteriorating s curit 

gravity of the situation. The force to be d plo 

compile report for public consumption and th 

comprised information collected by the Federal Poli 

rt mpil 

All these offensives and counter-offensives re ult d in th 

Gumz villagers and displacements of 49,588 Orom 

Affai rs Report, 2008 : 10-14). The affliction of oth r 

the two regional states nor the Ministry does (th 

of abuse on other ethnic groups). But my informant t Id m th t 

Gojjame, mainly those living with and working for th 

Oromo. I was told by an Oromo who is residing in An er 

more than five Gojjame's were killed and buried b 

exhumed. 

The Federal Police arrived on the third day of th 

immediately. The conflict continued for ten more d 

area. When they finally managed to contain and full 

they started to facilitate for the two regional tat 

peace and security. They launched full scale in 

Oromo and Gumz local people and qebelle's and War d ' 

informants; Federal Affairs report, 2008). Th y 

people who were suspected of involving in the 

qebelle officials, Militias, Civil servants, farm r 

fo rces of Belojganfoy Wareda, but not Oromia p Ii 

, \\ hi h h· I 



· they worked with the regional commit! 
1m · 

itional ways and by organizing peac c nD r n 

Th intervention of the Federal institution \i a 

u tainably address the core reasons for I nt 

intervention was demanded since 2002 by both r 

onfl icts, but not materialized (Appendix I). Th 

R gional State also put the unreceptive re pon th 

prolonging the conflict between the two regions (Oromi tud 

The federal force involved in disarming the villag r . 

ffectively disarmed the area, both groups afraid of a h 

vi llagers afraid that the force only collected what the Gum 

also had conducted criminal investigation that resulted in th 

one Amhara. This process also created some contenti n b tw n th 

groups claimed those who predominantly involved in initi tin th 

behind bars. According to Gumz informants polic had 

ordinary people alike but failed to do so with the Oromo, 

amongst the Gumz. They also developed suspicion n th 

believed liberate them from domination and slaver . Gum 

tarted questioning where their places in the federal tru tur . 

because they are an affiliate to EPRDF they have ndnr t tu th n 

members of Oromo neighbors. 

5.2. The Re-institiution of Customary Dispute Resolution " , ·/,tmi"", 

Both the Gumz and the Oromo have customary di put r lut i n III 

their values and applicability have reduced through tim 1 

involvement in villagers' lifes. Gumz community' r Inti 

neighbors allowed them to use their customar di put r lu ti n 

intra-clan and lineage level conflicts. 

h 



\~ ngil7la is the customary confl ict re oluti n m h ni m 

h imilar mechanism called Gumaa Araor CJ 

predominant role, their decisions i binding h n c 

wi th ceremonial oath. To show that th y full 

onfl icting parties have to come with the heep th t i 

where the ceremony usually commences, so th t th w gr u 

\ ith blood. And afte rwards the killed sheep will b thr \ n in 

that it wi ll take away all the feeling of remors and in 

hands with blood symbolizes that they no longer gri p In 

by burying a di fferent type of insects, which symboliz th 

also happens to those who violate the agreement. 

and bullet; the procedure will be concluded by br 

violate the agreement, let us be killed, our bones b in t> br k n in th 

he initiative and support of the Ministry made it po ibl 

such customary ways of reconciliation in different qebelle 

delicate. Both groups suspected the other of violating it 

urrounded by rumors. 

When I reached Anger Aleti (Gumz qebeUe), where th 

2008 that means after five months of the reconciliati 

each other 's boundary. I was also forced to take th r r 

instead of two hours walking distance, in order to g t t 

Watta. [t is also the same for Oromo living in H r 

Oromo, and Amhara that are living in Gumz qebelle did n t \ nt t 

and no one was wi llina to take the risk of taking m th r t . \\ hil . I 
b 

Gumz were expecting attack from the Oromo side. 

y Gumz informants told me that, the ceremony \i n ( h I in 

th Oromo elders did not brina in the sheep exp t d o 

not interested in the reconciliation. As they (th 



onnict accord ing to my Orom in 

-ill oe levels. The vi ll ag Ie el r 

u h kind of uneasine s appear in II q 

varies exceedingly. In recogniti 

I el committees to wo rk on viII ge I el r n ill i n, \hi hi 

on 13th of February 2009 I was taking p rt 

meeting in Hora Watta, people particularl el r 

Oromo were in attendance except two but er 

the committee) leaders and elders and al 0 th t\ 

and security) but the local people complaine 

meeting was an important event for both um 

fi rst time after the May 2008 conflict that u h 

according to the communities concerned th 

to build mutual relationss. 

What happened was that the committe 

know what the community wanted. P 

wanted to have reconciliation at the 

on the agenda and the question of impl m nt Ii n 

two di stri ct representatives, the m tino I lik . hil 

ommunity which they decided to ab rt. 

Resolving the connict and the mech ni m t 

the federa l institiution that i fr m the , 

nor the local community initiat the u t 

indicated in this chapter both th I ( I 

it m· lr n 



hi work . For example the local 

xpected of them. The local elders r 

oncerned. Therefo re it is difficult ~ r 

what happened unless and other wis th 

that was held in the regions is a publi 

lifes. 

w r • 



HI P R I 

o 
ince 199 1 fede ral ism has b n pr 

hnic conflict even if it's not equall 

deralism wil l inevitably str noth n 

[! deralization process has been also e 

onflict. Ethnic conflicts that are related t th 

by Asnake (2004:55) as: inter- thni r. comp titi n 

regional state, tensions in majority- min rit 

d lineati on of regional boundaries. 

The 1995 constitution stipulatse the ri ght 

di crimi nation based on color, race, nati 

or other opinion or other status8.The kno I dg 

iIi!. 'n 

on a candidacy by the 1995 proclarnati n n III In 

stipulations a more primordial classificati n I 

This practice was also validated by the 

cit izens of different ethnic background r th 

with any ethnic group (mixed origin) ha 

different from their mother states. Th 

a) To take part in the conduct of publi c ffair. 
b) On the atta inment of 18 years f age, 10 01 in. c r n 
c) To vote and to be elected at periodi ele Ii n I noll 

shall be by universal and equal suffra e n hall h I 
9 express ion of the will of the electors. 

rticle 38 of proc lamation 111 /1995 Slaling the 
a) ny person reoislered as an elector hall be eli 
b) Is versed in ve~n acul a r of the national regi n 

Ii 



p ople, the S PRS and partl y in 

ontradiction between practice and 

o reje 2006:2 15-217; Asnake 2004:6 1-62 : 

1997: 171-1 72). 

Federal System of administrati ve tructure n I rri 

Therefore, the Ethiopian constitution require 

order for them to be granted mother state or I al 

trace the boundaries of such territories since th rc h ' 

movements in many parts of the country, whi h 

between regional states. The findings of th is r e r h 

have terri torial claim over the fo rmer Wallega pr \ in 

Benshangul -Gumz and Oromia regional state . Th ) b 

settlers of the land and tell each other to go out r m th 

nature of the settlement patterns of the two gr up r \\ ing I 

could be a difficult undertaking. 

There existed an over emphasis over self-rul than 

setting up of the federal restructuring. Such m 

make the relations between Gumz and Orom 

historical fact that their relations were hi ghl y a rome ri 

power and economic resources, even if coll ab r ti n in 

fo r a long ti me. Scholars like Kymlicka argued th t in mullin III 

experience of inter group relations is not oft n t k n 

cultural exchange. It came to light in r p n 

identi ties, but it also is inclined to strength n an 

re inforce the sense of boundaries (geograph i < I n 

system tends to reduce intercultural conta t 

diffe rent groups are tarnished with D ling 

2006:43). 

h' 



Gurnz elites developed a sense of in curit c 

that they acquired through EPRDF led thni r 

mobilize their community to defend th ir ri _h 

hi tori cal memories of the past. In the e re p 

ba ed in the context of the Horn of Africa, 

a tor is a product of the situation, not of hi t 

co llective action is concern for future prosp t n t 

(Markakis 1994: 236). 

The findin g of this research indicates that the R 

xperiencing what Asnake termed as tension in maj rit - min rit 

but not the same as Asnake describe it to b (\ h t 

about minority groups who are living outside of \ h t th ir 

Gumz and Oromo are separate entities with th ir r p Ii 

that Gumz were a minority under the Wall ega R gi n 

1995 Constitiution stipulate that 'states shall be d 

patterns, language, identity and consent of the p 

offic ials such an article does not guaranty the auton 

They assert that if their population number is belov 

the 'outsider' Oromo in this case, the self go rnm 

Therefore the assertion is that the constitiution did n 

state (minority group) like Benshangul-Gumz \ h r 

to establish their own Mother state like Orom 

Therefore, putting a check on Oromo's enchr h m nl 

as one way of defending the self-rule. Ac rding t 

population numbers fall below a certain numb r th 

group currently enjoying will be at risk. The incr 

considered by Gumz as a threat to the regi n I 

means to an end to their leaders' expan ioni t lr t 



ommunities alike argue on issues of Own r hi 

Region on hi storical basis. Such a claim i urth r 

political eli tes, they massively engag 

other and also invo lved in planting dual dmini tr 

nature of the administrative limit make it p 

an activity. 

Benishangul-Gumz Regional State and the r ar h 

attraction and contention, as it is endowed with 

availability of large untouched forest land and aban lJn d 

move from di fferent places towards these areas (8 loj g n 

the 1990s. Migrants from different Waredas of Wall g 

Amhara fro m Gojjam compete over Gumz land, whi h 

Gumz and Oromo. Amhara Migrants pa11icularl y of G jj 

in individual Gumz economic and social li fes. The in I 

changes the value of land and intum creats competition 

advantage of expanding their farm in to the lowl ing p rt whi h In 

Oromo to compete with Amhara inorder to get land fr m th 

working for both Gumz and Oromo as a sharecropp r. Th r" r 

and Amhara in the study area are one of cooperati n (nd di rg 'n 

upporters of federalism argue that federalism pr id 

management. According to them multiple layer 

means for dealing with problems, but in the tud 

structure fai led to provide the needed trLletur I 

management. The local autority engage more in aeti 

were unable to negotiate on issues since they aeeLi e a h th r 

autorities looking down on them and the Orom n th th r h n 

Insecure. 



Th needed interventions of the federal in tit iut i n 

h nd and after hand reds were killed and th u n 

brings in to the table a customary conflict re lut i 

licate, since both suspect each other of br a hin 
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