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Abstract 

Foreign and Ethiopian scholars, have studied different Ethiopian chronicles and 

made critical editions on the Ethiopian chronicles. Howeve0 these do not discus 

narrative techniques. 

This thesis thus, aims at analyzing the narrative structure, characterization, 

narrative elements and; narrative times of the chronicle of Yonannes. 

The thesis has four parts. The first chapter is the introductory part. It gives 

background information and the general outline of the paper. It also devotes to 

the theoretical part which deals with the approach of the four narrative 

techniques. Chapter two 0(1 narrative structure characterization and narrative 

elements. Chapter three discusses order of narrative time, duration of narrative 

time, and frequency of narrative time. The fourth chapter is the conclusion. 

VI 



CHAPTER ONE 

1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background 

Royal chron icles are preserved as Gee'z ma nuscripts. They record important 

historical, relig ious, political, and cultural events of the various eras . 

Medieval Eth iopian manuscripts include historica l accounts, religious books and 

chron icles of the emperors of Ethiopia from 14th to the 20tl1 century . The chron icle 

of king Yoha nnes dates back to the late 1ih century. The chronicle depicts 

re ligious, social, and pol itical manifesta tions of the time. 

Roya l Ge'ez chronicles and ch ronolog ica l works are found in the manuscript 

section in the great national libraries: London, Oxford , Paris, Rome, and Berl in 

etc. The texts and manuscripts had been published and translated by European 

scholars. For examples the work of Chonti Rossini, Ranne Basset, Ignazio GUidei, 

Marcie Cohen, Enno Littmann, and Esteves de Pereria and others, are the major 

sources in the history of Ethiopia. 

According to Harden (1926), almost all Ethiopian Ge'ez manuscripts start with 

honoring and respecting the Name of God . Almost all Eth iopian Ge'ez manuscripts 

(liturgica l! Theological, and Hagiographica l) and chronicles unveil the same thing 

that Ge'ez ma n us~ripts possess . The chronicle of Yohannes begins to recite the 

Name of God: (On on 7dl (J)(I)/.\ .~' (J)oo' it.n ;"~.n7Iu.l?, . M°l)l1).(In the Name of 

God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spiri~ one God) . 

Different interpretation of the same concept is exhibited in some chronicles . A 

typical example of this is the chronicle of Bakaff a which begins. 11.'1 U' IU7,uJ 

I 
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story of the King of Kings Masih sagad, G/O/y of King of Kings God in His Trinity 

and Oneness). 

Even if the story begins with the word depicting the vast story of the king like 

thi s (;h~)1 11TH}) ','/p"i') (The history of King of Kingsl all events and actions 

are not revolving around the king alone, The chronicle of the king 7aa laf SagatJ 

narrates or mentions different subjects, events and actions apart from a partial 

involvement, and interaction of the king 7aalaf SagatJ, 

It is noted that there are 16 Ethiopian chronicles preserved in Ge'ez language. 

They deal mostly with monarchs who reigned after the 14th century, According to 

Hussien{1983), the chronicles were patronized by some of the most outstal)ding 

medieva l and early modern kings and loca l princes. 

Foreign scholars, mostly Europeans, studied Ethiopian chronicles. Even then, the 

focus has been: 1) on individual chronicles and 2) on rendering them into 

European languages, The researcher recognizes that a narrative study of the 

chronicle has not been attempted , The present t hesis, thu s, intends to explore a 

standardized narrative techniques of the chronicle of king Yohannes I (7aalaf 

Sagad), 
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1.2. Statement of the Problem ~ 

The study tries to identify narrati ve structure, characteri zation, narrative 

elements and narrative times of the chronicle of Yohannes. 

Based on the above narrative techniques then, thi s paper tries to answer the 

following research questions: 

1) Does the chronicle of Yohannes apply propp's l narrative structure7 

2) To what extent does the king contribute in the development of the story7 

3) How does the chronicle arrange its narratives? 

1.3 Objectives 

1.3.1 Major and specific objectives. 

1.3.1.1 Major Objectives 

The major objective of the research is to study and examine the narrative 

techniques of the chron icle of Yohannes. It also aims to examine whether the 

chronicle reflects narrative techniques or not. 

1.3.1.2 Specific Objectives 

When we come to the specific objectives, the researcher points out the following 

specific objectives : 

- To identify a general narrative structure in the chronicle of king 

Yohannes. 
. 

- To show the role of major anq minor characters in the chronicle of 

Yohannes. 

- . To identify the arrangement of events, actions, and facts in this work. 

- To see whether events, actions, facts, and legend are allotted equal 

duration? . 



1.4. Methodology 

This study is mainly conducted on the basis of library research. My work is on the 

long and important reign of king 7aalaf Siigai:! and is based on primary and 

secondary sources that the researcher found in the Institute of Ethiopian Studies 

library, micro film libra l'y, and National Archives Library. The researcher studied 

and applied methods which are mostly .used by the students of literature. The 

chron icle is a primary source which is written by the chronicler to honor and 

respect the kings of those times. 

In order to harmonize the English translation with the Ge'ez texts, the researcher 

has translated ideas instead of translating word for word. 

The researcher applies the Propp'sl theory on narrative structure, and Algirs 

Gremia's2 model in characterization . The narrative time would be also studied on 

the basis of the narrative method of Gerad Genette3
• According to yohannes 

(2008), elements of narrative are categorized in to four kinds: Characters, 

Setting, point of View, and Conflict. 

1.5. Significa\nce of the Study 

In the field of philology, some Ethiopian scholars initiate students to conduct 

more studies on the medieva l Ethiopian Ge'ez texts. In addition to the historical 

and philological investigation of the text; studying the narrative techniques of 

chronicles of the past could be an important dimension of the study to know how 

I Wiadmir, Propps is 20
,

1; or Russian Folklorist and Morphologist who in vented the fundame nta ls 
events in hi s corpus, which comprises of 115 Russian fa iry tales. 

2 He is french playwright and lin guist ortlle 201h century, who contributed to the theory of semiotics. 
3 He is a 20th of french Literary theorist and l1arratati ~t: His work is Narrat ive in Discourse .lJl essay in met hod. 
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far th@ chronicle reflects narrative structure, charact'2r-ization, narrative elements, 
l 1 

and narrative times. 

Th is paper is not a detailed phi lolog ical ana lysis but rather an investigation of the 

narrative methods of the chronicle. 

1.6. Review of related literature 

1.6.1 Narrative 

According to Barthes (1977) ever-y literary or non- literary manuscript or even a 

pa inting that ca n convey meaning is regarded as narrative. Myths, legends, tales, 

wou ld also be elements of narrative . In addition daily news items, conversations 

are also included. 

Michael Toolan (1970), notes the distinction between the narrative and the non­

narrative. He states the following yardsticks to distinguish between the two 

categories. 

First Toolan, believes every narrative encompasses change. From Toolan's 

perspective, the chronicle and its story is not static. From the time of the 

characters inception to his/her death, different events and actions do occur and 

change as time goes on . 

Secondly, narratives are expected to have a teller, and the teller, no matter how 

backward or remote or invisible, is always important. ', ' _, ~: - , - . , Any narrative has 
- -

a human com munication through the medium of language communication that 

requires ' a speaker and a sort of addressee. A;11 d h eJl C.e 'jchrOnicle,. 

communicate message through language, they can be regarded as narratives. 
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Thirdly, Baldic;k (1970), describes that narrative is a tellin~ of some factual or 

fictious events or successive events recounted by an addresser to an addressee. 

Fifthly, as Scholes and Kellog (1966) assel·t, if there is a story and a story teller, 

any work could be a narrative. Elaborating on this assertion, Traugott and Patt 

(1980), say tllat a story, whether real or imagined, narrate about past 

experiences. 

From the above scholars' yardsticks, we can draw the conclusion that chronicles 

could be regarded as narrative. However, the unplanned sequence of events and 

paces of the chronicler do not always fit in to this frame work of narrative. Th is 

paper, thus, tries to study narrative structures, characterizations, narrative 

elements, and narrative times of the chronicle. 

1.6.2 Narrative Structure 

Narrative structure is one of the four elements to be discussed in this paper. The term 

structure refers to the sequence and relationship of events. Modern scholars prefer to 

use structure than to adopt the word "form". 

Every arrangement of events and actions could not be rega rded as stru cture. 

Structurally the narrative should be studied and planned . My endeavor is to analyze 

the structure of an Ethiopian chronicle that of the Chronicle of Yohannes. 

The two modern schola rs Chatman (1970) and Barthes (1977) do agree in sl ight 

modification of Propp that is story paraphrase or event labeling. 
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This stary paraphrase ar event l ab~ ling leads us to. 
scrutinizing the majar actians and th ~ir develapments. 
In turn, we iron aut the structures af the staries under 
investigatian. Haw does the stary ga7 What cames after 
the first; what secands the first event7 What cauld that 
mean when we see it general ly fram the genre's paint af 
view? Etc. 

1. 6.3 Characterization 

Accarding to. Abrams (1981), characters are the mast impartant elements af any 

stary. And he says that the stary usually revalves al'Ound what they do. (actian) and 

what they say (d ialague).There has nat been a questian an the necessity af their 

existence in narratives, but only an their essence and haw their places in a given 

stary shauld be understaad . . 

In his view, character is a paradigm af traits; trait defined as a re latively stable ar 

abiding persana l quality . I n the narrative af the chronicle, the writer daes appear to. 

util ize this fu lly. Only their actians and reactians are made to. lead readers to. the 

canceptian af their nature as distinct persana li ties . 

Secondly, Gremians, describes the two nations af actants (characters), such as 

collective and abstract notions. Sender (Gad) and helper (spirit) are considered as 

abstract natians, and Subjects and opponents are also. rega rded as callective ·notians. 

Additionally, he also. distinguishes the elements of actants into six different characters 

accordi ng to. their sig nificant role in any narrative kind are presented as fo llows : 

Sender _____ -+. 

(Super helper) 

Helper • 

Object _____ • Receiver/Beneficiary 

1 
Subject +~----- Opponent 

(Fig, 1). 
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1. 6.4 Definitions and Efamples of the Six Models of Gremias:; 

A/ Definitions 

1. Subject: subject is the main participant of a given story . A subject can 

playa significant role in giving advice and help. 

2. Sender: sender is a giver of benefit to any person who seeks help. 

3. Helper: Helper is a kind of heavenly or earthly supporter for those who 

need assistance . Mainly these heavenly and earthly supporters are angels 

and saints. 

4. Receiver: Receiver is a direct seeker of benefit from sender/giver. 

5. Opponent: opponent is the main enemy of the subject; for example Devi l 

or Demon. 

6. Object: This is a kind of societal cla ss in wh ich the society was struggl ing 

against the exploiters. 

S/Examples 

In the narratives of chronicle, the subjects are classified into three main groups 

according to their significant role. Those are active, a relative active and passive 

participants. 

God is the sender or superhelper, who gives assistance, especial ly for king 7aalaf 

S6i::jad. So the king is a primary beneficiary from the superhelper i.e, God. 

In the narrative, the king is the main helper of the two participants of the story 

i.e, Zemaraym and Fari s. Angeles and Saints are not mentioned in the narrative 

of the chronicle cbnsidered as heavenly support of the king . 
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The above two majm char'acters of the narratives are the dirEkt benefactors of 
i • 

king 7ao laf S2};jal, whi le they are cha lleng ing and fighting with their enemy like 

Ba lge. 

Contrary to this, Balge is a direct opponent of Faris and Zema roym, and he is 

also an indirect opponent of king cao laf S2};jal. 

Lastly, the object of chron icle is not stated clearly by the writer. Th is is the defect 

of the chronic le wh ich did not say specific or general object of the chronicle. 

Since the chron icle is not about one man or woman, the six models of Gremians, 

therefore, fi t t he characters in the chronicle and the roles they play. 

1.6.5 Narrative Times 

Narrative time is a constituent factor of both story and text. The former is a 

succession of events, while the latter is a spoken or wr'itten discourse which 

undertakes their telling; or simply the text is what we i'ead . In the text, the 

events do not necessa rily appear in chronolog ica l order. Thus, there is a 

difference between the two concepts : story t ime and text t ime. There is a 

difference between the time of the th ing told and the ti me of narrative. 

According to Genette (1983), time is studied in to three perspectives: order, 

duration, and frequency. First, second, th ird aTe under order while hour, long, 

and short are in duration, a minute, a month, and a page are in frequency. The 

order concept dea ls with the arrangement of events and episodes. This is al so 

known as a study of discrepancy between story order and text order. 
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Gerad Genette describes tile above issue in two terms: Analepsis /retrospection 
l l 

and prolepsis/anticipation/ in defining discrepancy between the story and text 

order. 

Duration is another important concept in the study of narrative time. It deals with 

the duration in a given story which is measured irl minutes, hours, days, months, 

years and the length of the text devoted to it in lines and pages. 

When the writer gives a short segment of a text to a long period of story, the 

pace will be accelerating the end to be fast. When the writer devotes a long 

segment of a text to a short period of time, the pace wi ll be decelerated . One of 

the ways of decla ring stories, for instance, is through summary. It condenses or 

compresses a given story-period into a relative short statement of its main 

features [Eprem: 21-22] . 

Secondly, a dialogues is a typica l exa mple of the pace; i ~ gives faidy equal 

duration to the story and text. 

Frequency is the relation between the numbers of times an event appears in the 

story and the numbers of time it is narrated or mentioned in the text. Different 

events cou ld be narrated in a given story in relatively higher or lower numbers. 

If an event is regarded as an important one worth repeating, the writer could do 

that. Thus, frequency could, in other words be regarded as the study of 

repetition. 
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There are th ree kinds of repet~ions : Singulative repetition, Repetitive repeti ~ion, 

and Iterative repetiti on. 

A. Singu/ative Repetition 

It is narrating once what happened once; that is mentioned by the writer only 

once. All biologica l matters are included under this repetition: For instance, 

human beings die and are born once etc. 

B. Repetitive - Repetition 

If a writer narrates an event twelve times, but it has happened only once, it is 

called repetitive- repetition 

C Iterative Repetition 

It deals with frequent events that are mentioned only once (Ephrem: 21-22) . 

1.6.6 The Six Edited Works of Ignazio Guidi 

Among the six works of Guidi the following four chronicles (Anna/es Iohannis I 

and Bakaffa Annaies regnum Iyoasu II et Iyoas,/ al'e compi led under the series 

title Corpus Scriptorium Christianorum Orienta lium (The body of the Oriental 

Christian writings). But, the other two chronicles of IyasuI and the li fe of the king 

Iyasu (Annales regis Iyasu I and Annales du roi Iyasu)5 are not grouped under 

this series. The researcher opts to study the three compiled works of Gui ldi i.e, 

Chronicle of Yohannes b~cause it is most applicable for doing narrative 

techniques in terms of its completeness of the text and a critica l edition than that 

of manuscript of the chronicle . 

4 Historica l record of yo hannes, baknffa, <I nd lyo <lS 

5 Historical record of King Eyasu l and til\! life or (he king lyons. 
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1.6.7 A,chronicle of Emperor Yohannes IV 
I 

In th is chronicle, Basset, mentions, the thmne name of the king Yohannes named 

7aolaf S3:;ja::!, the hosting of the local council and also the torching of Abba 

Chrestodolose which are found in the chronicle of Yohannes. 

1.6.8 An Amharic edited of Tegbaru Adane 

He is a student of phi lology of Addis Ababa University edited a book entitled 

n·? ),01'/.· /i7,~' Jiu,(}'/ li ;J '~fI a7/),v'{/Ji)' .JC (King 7aolaf S3:;ja::! with 2000 

historical mimeos) . He tends to work on the structural approach in classifyi ng the 

. different stages of the king's reg ime, in giving a heading and opening remark for 

each and every event and action of the chronicle. 

Also, he sees and cri tic izes the sequencing of the story which narrates the story 

of the king's grave before the whole story of the king narrated below: 

1\11(1'C (lJ0(1 . .e ' i1· 1)J '/1P")' ~,O'l<t: M.I'; (1j/,.? 

~,"ll'lAMhC 1I'I'M"r (1{J 171l ~rh /{J (lJ/1/1'P. (lJ7 '(1L 
tl(7J)' 9"111'1 {jUn. (J)'If!/")',o ·/: {In Ill', '/.eOO)'j· . /: CD?'''?rJ<;· 
9" {J1\ 9nu71\ ';" 11.<'(1)7,'1, f,;JTH' (t(1 ,/·0'11)7.'" ',(1 

:1" (1 611 ' OJ,e;',,(lJ.{J 11·1'1" .e.rll (1)11,1\" tJO'}(7TJ (t(1 ' /"/"(10' 
M"'/ 17u(~ :" 1I'ti'.L')· (lJ.{J./; ./: /JJ ;JU' ;/',{',' {J :" 

To the respected and great king of kings 7aa laf Sagad 
who was name after the name of evangelist John by 
the grace of God and his name harmonized with the 
evangelist's faith and deed who chases demons when 
people pray by the grave of the saint. If people to touch 
the soil where his body listed, they wi ll be cl eansed from 
all their sickness (P, 4). . 

12 



The ed itor's work has been helpful for my'- research, specifica lly the heading and 

remarks he made preceding events in the chronicle. 

1.6.9 Sergew HableSelassie (1972), in his work entitled Ancient 

Medieval and Ancient Ethiopian History to 1270 states that the chron icle 

was written under the supervision of principal scribe (?iiza'z), tradit ionally known 

as Tsehafe Tezazat (~ah afe tazaza) usually a church man, who have a thorough 

knowledge of the time. 

1.6.10 Tkla Tsadeq Mekuria (1974), in his book entitled h~I'I. t\fl~ 

~'}"Jt\ hllh ~I'I. ·1;?>~C:II, mentions the writers of the chronicle of YohannesI 

namely Walde Hymanot and Sinoda . 

1.6.11 ':.4 brief assessment of the Menilek version'~ 

This is an article of Dr Ahamed Hussion gives valuable and general information 

about the chronicles of the Ethiopian Ge'ez manuscripts of different versions. He 

descries the biography of the King 7aalaf S~a::I to glorify his royal pedigree, and 

his words and deeds and the king is castigated by those of the contenders and 

enemies of the king. 

More general some Eth iopian scholars such as Ephrem Eshete, Antenhe Awake, 

and Samuel Ya lew did thei r MA thesis on Eth iopian Ge'ez Manuscripts, especia lly 

.on selected Ethiopian Hagiographies. Narrative techniques of three selected 

-Ethiopian Hagiographies (Galla GiAJra Manfes Qidus, Ga::Ila Krestos Samra, and 

Galla G/Krestos), the roles of narrators in Ge'ez narratives and the structure of 

Ga::I la T akla Hymanot respectively. Except for Ephrem's work, the other two 

13 



researchers did not recommend to study and apply the necessary ;narrative 
1 l ' 

techniques and structura l study upon the Ethiopian chronicles. 

A story in a chron icle is a narration of the past events and actions, and a 

conglomeration of stories that narrates or mentions daily experi ences. The 

primary task of the researcher' in this study goes to the narrative techniques of 

the story of chronicle of king Yonannes I 7aa laf Sdi::jad. 
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CHAPTER TWO 

2. A Brief Introduction to the Narrative of the Chronicle of 

Yohannes 

A chronicle is a narration of past events and actions of a given period of history. 

The chronicle narrates facts, legends, and myths often with Biblical allusions. In 

addition to this, the scope of the chronicle is an interpretation of events. that 

reflect a parochial and partisan outlook of the time (op, cit; 78). 

According to Ullendorf (1945), chronicles are essentially annals which are mostly 

closer to the hagiographica l species than to Western conceptions of 

historiography. 

King Yohannes is not an exclusive subject in the story of the chronicle. We get 

also other important participants in the narrative i.e, Dajzmach Zemaraym, Fairs, 

and Balge. The chronicle of Yohannes was presumably written by the chroniclers 

Weide Haymanot and Sindoa (op,cit; 963). The chronicle does not give a clue 

about the background of the author either in the preface or in the conclusion. 

Also, the story of the chronicle is not narrated in well organized and structured 

way. Additionally, the story is not narrated accordi ng to their order of 

occurrences. The chronicle is not arranged either in parts or in chapters, but it is 

narrated haphazardly. 

2.1. Narrative Structure 

The general arrangement of the story goes as the narration of different events 

and actions of the chronicle. Even if the time gap of the story is divided into 

. months, events are not narrated and arranged keeping an eye on all months of 

the year. Each month does not follow its own peti-structura l scheme. It has no 
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opening remark which starts with "The r~Jame of the Father, the Son and the Holy 

Spirit". As a result, the months do not seem to contain a form of self contained 

pattern which are narrated in a causa l way. 

The narratives of the chron icle are presented on the basis of three types of 

paragraphs: 

a) Long pa ragraph 

b) Medium paragraph 

c) Short paragraph 

The first month of Maskaram has a special feature different from the other 

months of the year; it is always rendered with announcing of John the Apostle 

heralding the coming of the New Year, as in John the Apostle's opening remark; 

tPL1' mc-; d DIJ/7LfI" qC-f/ f/l.kfo f.rl! '}IJ [On the day of John of Month of 
Maskaram begins on Friday}. 

Secondly, the narrative of the chronicle does not have a sta ndard ized narrative 

pattern, which focuses on the characters' introduction and order of activities. 

Thirdly, Taddess (1970), describes the three parts of the Ethiopian 

hagiographies: The fi rst part describes authorship, date of composition and 

fami ly background. The second part deals with the form al pact between God and 

a Saint. Thirdly, astounding miracles are attributed to the Saint, accomplished in 

his/her li fe t ime or posthumously. The chronicle of Yohannes does not lend itself 

to the stereotype division of the Ethiopian hagiographies fo llow the pattern . 

In the beginning, the writer narrates the miracle of the king before the whole 

story of the king is narrates. It is mentioned on page 10 in this paper. 
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The general na rrat iv~ of the chronicle is not narrated in peti-S\wctura l self 

conta ined way and is also devoid of structura l elements. However, the fol lowing 

events : On page 4, the severe disease of the King 7a lam Sagad, the deep sorrow 

of his followers, and also the fu neral of King ca used in his death; the 

assessment of the heretical teach ing of the 7frBngB, (p. 10), and the journey of 

the Eyesus to fight against people of .Malaba (p. 27), the coup attempt against 

the King 7aBIaf Sagad by the main participants of the story i.e, Faris and 

ZemaBryam (p. 28), and also the war narrative of the two subjects i,e, Faris and 

ZemaBryam are narrated in a form of peti structura l and causa l re lationship way. 

Similarly, the following events are narrated in allotted months of the year: 

In the month of Tiqmt, the journey of Abeto Eyesus to fight (p. 27) ; in the month 

of Tahesas, the journey of Faris to fight (p. 29); in the month of Ter, the attempt 

of a coup against the of King 7aBIaf Sagad by Faris and Zemaryam; in the month 

of Yekatit, t he sending of mediators in seeking forgiveness; in the month of 

Miyaziya, the coming back of the reconcilers; in the month of Genbot, the 

unsuccessrulness of committing a coup d'etat. (pp, 28-29) . Also, the minor 

subjects of the stori es i.e, the journey of the S'a b'a Endarta (people of Endarta) 

to fight (p. 29) are narrated according to the above pattern. 

In contrast to the above, the extraordinary events of the chronicle are not 

arranged by the given months of the year. 

Given theory of propp's, the fi ve elements of the narrative found creating total 

effect towards the genera l nature of the story are mentioned below: 
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A) EXijggerated narrative 

In each and every narratives elements of the narrative pra ising of the King 7aolaf 

Sagad is narrated reputedly. However, it does not sign ificantly help for the 

development of the story. 

B) The emphasis of narrative 

The order of the king is a central point of the narrative. The king ordered major 

and minor events recorded in the chronicle such as the hosting of different loca l 

councils, and also proclamation of war to fight against his opponents, the 

carrying of the Ark of covenant and to celebrate feast of Epiphany as well as the 

gathering of the intellectuals of the Holy Trinity to mediate the word of God (p. 

47). The knowledge of the king in both spiritual and worldly affairs is vita l. 

However an exceptional action being done without the knowledge of the ' King 

Yohannes is mentioned below : 

OJ)"': 7.11. (,'HM ,ell I, :"1,'11' (,9" ')(1 '}7'/P 'f 7,'» ,}. 
l'O'l~ n7.C!: OJ 7\ II' h·t\"aD • ;)J''I'} OJao{}'I':J':/ ''I '} 119" 
'i 'o,e 'H ' nl..:J'.r. r:tl(~ao · 

At that time, without an order issued out from our King 

of Kings 7aalaf Sagad, all the mighty men and the 
fighters went out from the town out of their own 
interest (p. 44). 

C) The hosting of the se~en religious councils 

The writer extensively describes the hosting of the different loca l counci ls wh ich 

deal with · the dogmatical, canonical , and traditional teachings of the Church . 

. Theses are elaborated upon pages 51-53 . 
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DJ Narrative of Journey 

The narrative of the chron icle entails the narrative of Journey extensively. Events 

and actions of the chronicle are mainly narrated w hile the unknown subjects are 

wondering from one or-dinary place to the other: 

OJ.r.··)L'/1 .,..jp(,. I,?" (,{l 11 Ji (1(1 (]?"(,. /lon (,an?, 

(, ' /OJ' II"'~,&· OJOO·H1C\ II -"'h'l f7o 'i11'~/ " '- Ol']UJL}J ;J'(1;1"" 

1\'j II ,e·oC\ .e ·)),?, '" ("0.('," 'n cn· ,: PC; :,. Ol.e·i· L '/ (P 
(\·Op·,· nlr,;)·:,· 

After thisl they went from Askuna. When they heard 
that Agaw of the (hara and Matakale arose in revolt and 
killed monks and defi led arks of the covenant saying l 

'Let churches be closed and houses of idolatry be 
opened' (p. 17). 

EJ Narrative of war 

Wars are widely recorded in the chronicle conducted by the main partiCipants of 

the narrative: Dajazmach ZemarJymr FariSr and 8a/ge. The king is also involved 

in the field of battle and sends his troops to fight. 

The central point of our evaluation is to see how significant the aforementioned 

subjects for- the entire development of the story. Without their participation l the 

narratives of the chronicle could not have been meaningful. The interaction of the 

three important subjects occupies more space and time than that of the King's 

action in the story of chronicle . Some minor participants of the story are also 

included such as Abetohun Eyesus1 S'ab'a Wajrat (The people of Wajrat] and 

S/ab/a Endarta (The people of Endartaj: They make a minor contribution to the 

ongoing development of the story fightin g and involving at specific events and 

actions of the narratives. 
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Contrary to this faCt, we see the actions that could be hi nde ri ~_g the ongoing , 
development of the story : the repetitious narration of journeys, the redundancy 

of Biblica l quotations, an exaggerated praising of the king, and also the 

intervention of God in day-to-day experience all combi ne to hinder the ongoing 

development of the story. 

The general the story of chronicle seem to have no causa l relationsh ip and ' 

become unr'elated and not peti-structu ra l narrative . I n the narrative of the 

chronicle, we do not have summa ri es of actions or revisions. 

The prevalence of exaggel'ated Bibli ca l quotations and narrati ons, the redundant 

narrative of traveling make the story difficult, and boring to understand its 

nature. 

Generally, we draw the conclusion that there is no surface structure to be pOinted 

out. There is rather an exaggerated narratives of traveling and praising the king. 

When we concl ude the nature of the narrative of the chronicle; it does not 

capture the inte rest of readel's and does no follow systematize narrating. It has 

no heading and opening remark on which deta ils the narrative. The narrative also 

lacks summarizing form in order to grasp about preced ing narratives. These could 

lead the reader into trouble. Even then, it has some interesting narrative about 

the people's riot and settl ement occu rred as consequences of the death of the 

King FasiltJas : 
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i (I)(J}'U, all · 1161\ C}(J).y: 110m· (,'-"CH' i (I)','i:ch· 'l"M:,1"/ 
I 

[?,'l"O,A ;J'] (J}I'"}'}';' ,"'AM,,/· hall -/,,';"'1. i,'ill ,e'OI\' i'.tJ/./.. 

'i7·/JJ '/ 'UI.I\.\'.I1 (l)1,'i'}/""'<; (). l\'iTfJ"/ \"rh 'iil ,e')·/../lU r,:'/:C', 

m,e In MM ·'/ (,0'1, '/ (10 M"O (, hl,L/.. AO 11·1\· A'OI, 

(Il(,eOIlO" '/'()(I)'I' ' ~ ' ()7C: 

After going up on the stage, they bea t drums and blew the 

trumpet and they procla imed the message like in the olden 

days saying our King Fasilidas has passed away, and we have 

enthroned our King Yohannes, Let our fr'iends be pleased and 

let our enemies be sad , On that day when thi s was heard, all 

the hearts of the people fe lt peace and the disturbance of the 

country settl ed down (pp, 4-6), 

In general, the writer does not summarize his narrations or revises the subject 

matters he narrated for the sake of simpli fying the chronicle to the readers, 

Add itionally, he can not draw a surface narrative structure in pointing out as 

heading to summarize the narrative, 

2.2. Narrative Elements 

In a long narrative composit ion, there are four types of narrative elements to be 

discussed i,e, characte r, setting, point of view, and conflict. Each of the four 

narrative elements has its own distinguishing characteristics (op, cit; 192-193), 

2.2.1. Character 

This is the most important element in any narrative , It refers to the people who 

have distinct personalities, A distinguishing characteristic is revea led through 

action or/speech, or by the narrator himself, Additional ly, the following questions 

can be raised about the characters in a narrative : 

1. What are the characters7 

2. What are they like and what do they d07 
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3. What do they want7 

4. How do they feel about themselves and their situation7(Ibid). 

In the narrative of the chronicle, characters are classified into three types of 

narrative contributions. The main parti cipant of the story i.e, Faris, ZemarUy'm, 

Abethon Eyesus, and Balge are characterized as warriors and opponents of the 

King ra/af 5agad. They are also represented as problematic persons in 

committing a coup d'etat against the king 7aa/af 5agad The traits of the 

aforementioned participants are not described by the characters . However, there 

is an event which describes thei r needs and wishes. That was committing a coup 

d'etat aga inst the King ra o/af 5agad. !tis narrated as: 

Mtll' ('i .tfl (lJllooICP?") ;..u~uu M'.C\ ~, '}l-I .e·01'l· '1'1' 
6.1m· 1'111 i.;'" {,£f:~,1'1 O1{"O'}C\,,' ?OM 'OI1'U 1(1'.e 
m9"M {,'}fl:" 7,01·m·+ l10D .el1m.<J11 {,~,"'7'" '}U'I'1. 

{I 00'1 an '/ .e'1 t'l11 ·'\000' fl{)"·4.'1'1 9"7\ {,:/'11 1100 
'~ "},?;..u '101'1,'1 

They sent Seyuma Ada l implying 'come and send us 
three horses and mules with many properties and 
with the captured women who may be your maids. 
And we submit and obey, but please come fast that 
you may be a king over us (p. 26). 

The other main character Abethon Delba Eyesus is mentioned as a man of 

courage and ambition that would defeat his enemies. It is narrated as follows : 

m(lO "''':''11(1 'i.tfl M,O.'j'- .I':C\O (>.I'M) IILfD hoo !:JOC\ 
hoo C\lTTJ.'\. 11 "" ' -1'1 {,a'l,'1 ·OI1·'n ~,oo'11' M\ 01.~"! 
m·fl'" 7S:£f: 01/,1'1 70

, ,: 
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Wher Faris met Abetohun Delba Eyesus, as w~s his 
habit, he dispersed the killers of many as they fell down 
the cl iff and there were people who died (p. 26). 

Contrary to this Balge is always given a negative image and being incapable 

person to stand before the king : 

111'17.'1, {In CM' '/"I'htl" rhf.'-ou:/ ' OJ'?Ct1'7 9"M..,: 
tl 'YJ·/JJ 'I 9"il/l ·nll··>- ()('-.'P.:/' M ~,(,\(lUD' '>'('\;/' 'if' 
0) (Il') t. 'J .I'.·n t. OJ (,.h tJ tl 'I' 'P. UD ;/'.<': on '}7' P' 

When Balge saw the tent pitched and the majesty of 
ou r king coming with many troops who could not be 
counted, he ran away to a mountain, and couldn't face 
king (p. 22) . 

From a relatively active participant God is mentioned as a giver of help and 

support. 

First, the revelation of God's miracle in order to challenge and defeat hetsanata 

Neagusa. 

'}') ' on\,,' l' "In '/7C'1 1I'/'-"rt1'1. ~,°'J,'I MIn HIt. 1,"}fI),·nrh,C 

n,eo'1; M,-t, OJ(lO,\" -"(,9"ir-" OJUD/hir'" ni,.1'. M· 
I'\f.'-lll li'he/OJ' tl/,'lll M· tJ'l'l-!' /7'P' 

Let us go back to our primary concern. God did miracles 
at that time, on that hour. And God revealed miracles 
and wonders with the hands of these servants who were 
sent to capture these children of the King (p. 6). 

Second,_ the fearfulness of Balge which was happened 
by God during war is narrated as follows: 
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!.rl(TI> i,n/' '1" (1:\ fl .ev·1; vl'\:/ · flU-',!: i,"lIUdlrh.C 111'\"'/: 
{).O'!-i- '1.11, rtll'i/..'I' 1'\.1'\. ,( i,{)rrll ~ m.\'.\' ":C!'/· {,'i{)''!' 
nl:\n flM. 

Since the killing was so severe on that day, but let glory 
be to God, in the middle of the night because he held 
woman 's fearfu lness in the heart of Balge ( P.22). 

A second insta nce where God is a relatively active participant is where King 

7a8/af 5:igadis mentioned as a king of honor and respect given to him by God is 

narrated on page 10 in this paper. 

In respect to the other relatively active participants i.e, S'ab'a Endarta and 

Wajerat, the writer did not mention about them with the except in relation to 

war. 

Apart from these, we also get temporal characters; Kostsantinos who participates 

and involves in defending the teaching of the Church, Also fietsanata Negusa who 

gets into conflict for the kingdom with each other, However, their distinct 

personalities are not depicted vividly . 

In many cases, the different characters of the narratives have no specific action 

and speech that describe their distinct personal ities. 

2.2.2. Setting 

This refers to the ti me and place. It tell s where the action develops. Narrative 

questions to be answered by the narrator are the following: 

1. Where is the action taking place? . 

2. What does the area look like? 

3. Does it have any effect on the character? 
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The writer gives both the ti me~a nd place for each and every element of ac~on. 

The following are some examples: 

On Page 4, the severe illness of the King 7alam sagad is narrated by pointing 

out the specific ti me: 

~,l7O o {TlJ. ', . n'T';"?" '" n{,n·/· {,u·g: f.':" ,L un/.. i.'· ,· Md' 
(7o'?td ' /1', 0)-'1"/'1' .I'.'I?U· n,1'?'" '7M"(rlf.': nt.\(J', 
S'.O·ni, ;',",L'I/ " ' {)i, ', "un .U'{TlJ· I,·n', '>11, I1n·.r: nll·n"CFIl. 
(TlJlJ:n :I' oJ/. . .e: 1·g n·n,,·/:·; "/,;J-

On the eighth day of October on Sunday, after the third 

hour of the day passed, the illness of our King 7a lam 
Sagad started as happens to humans. Afte~ thi s, sorrow 
as heavy as stone fell upon al l the leaders and very 
much upon the Blaten Geta CpA). 

On page 10, the journey of Faris, to fight on 18Th of Tara; the starting of fight ing 

on the 8th of Yekatit; the support of God to challenge his enemy named 

Muhammed are all narrated with their respective times given. 

On page 16, the effect of the hel'etical teaching of 7franga; the reaction of the 

monks against the heretica l teaching of the 7franga; the challenge of the 7franga 

during the reign of the King 7aB/at sagad and the advice of king 7aB/at sagad 

not to be affected by the heretica l teach ing of the 7franga, t he reaction of the 

?franga in cha llenging the decision. Consequently, a decision was made to expel 

the 7franga via Aringo. All of these are narrated with thei r respective times and 

places. 
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• On page 17, the celebrations of the feastspf Epiphany, and Estern, the gOing of 

7franga through the city of Askona, and the disobedience of the Agaw people are 

also narrated simi larly. 

Finally, the arriva l of the king 's fo llowers at Gonder is also narrated with the time 

and place of events . The aforementioned places: Aringo, Agaw Askona. and 
- -

Gonder give narrative sign ificance towards respecting events of the story. 

2.2.3. Point of View 

This refers to the "angle" from wh ich perspective the narrative is being told. 

From the th ree types of point of view i.e, first person [I and we] second person 

[you] , and third person [he/she/ they] the narratives of the chronicle are mostly 

narrated in the first person plura l "we" and the third person plural "they". The 

following instance depicts the first person plural "they" and the second person 

plural" we" respectively. 

(D~tun~'/: i'I ' 't-''rC '7611, ~,?" Yi.r.c UO)l'l ?"ht.'1"uo· i'I!:lfl. 
~,:'\n;J' (D'~.e..;. 07..''. (D'fO';· UI' %./. M;J"/' 1,/11 
.etL 111/91uI)· 1'I'/,e.:H· (Dt\7,,'.,o-i- m ,e'I"lC91UO' tIP ,oj' 

[tIP;J·U'UD .) (j.!,.(.," mt.fl'/·,",i'lm. 96'1'7 [uD"I'7) IV,'I 
M ,,/ ' hCn '1: .r '} 

On the 6th of October, they went from Gonder the place 
where they spent the season to fight Lasta. And they 
spent the night in Tsada and stayed there for seven 
days, ordering the masons and the carpenters and 
telling them about the desig n and the gate of the church 
(p.ll). 
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cv:. '}i','ur,: lj(.\'" '!'I(. '>.'::1', 'j"H' ',.JL'UIl. 1'\ r,: (.. (I 

OJll aT/(:.<'~" ,':0(/"'· 'In),', 'HI 'j" H ' '!'I e'u"· 'i 1.';" Ij: 

oJ'i'fl (.\ ,,all ,,"1 1) ,';. ~" /-" m.(. ',uo'/lf' rFll . /,1'\ ,, ·(..11 

( Il II"'} C.<'?" now we are writ ing another thing without 

consideri ng the old case of Faris and Zemar'iam But we 

entered towards the case of their ancient history in 

order to write and say when the secrete disobedience of 

Farsi and Zemaryam was reveled (p,25), 

In a relatively the second insta nce using the second person singular "he" is 

narrated as follows : 

010 Ol-id: 'n(.~,,;/. rFlli','~, ~" P"II ,1;AII /,?U~,COln.(' lili an. 

<'>'r" ' 11 mO" m' II ' /':/ 'Of!-'i'/ ' 

In that winter, an Episkopos named Yohannes from 

Armenia came to town (p.38) 

The only instance where the first person singular I I ' is used is in the fo llowing 

sentence: 

nholJ "ton'l. l,'?ll)"Orh,C '.t11th· /lon 7'/l'<;' 'nMvl' 
1'\" ' /: 

Just like God appointed me, I ordered that she may be 

his wife (p. 36) . 

The writer tends to narrate himself in the first person plural 'We'. 

2.2.4. Conflict 

This refers to the struggle or problem in which a character is becoming involved 

in the story, The confli ct could happen between an individua l and society. The 

narratives of the. chronicle are abundant with conflict and fight which happen 

mainly among the mai n characters of the narrative , In most cases, the challenge 

and the fight takes place among individuals. 
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Among the individuals the wa rri~Jrs Faris and Zemaroyam get into conflict with 

the people of Garalta, Wajerat, Ta lo, Ku lan and also Begamadr in seeking 

supremacy over them. 

Secondly, an exa mple of conflict of the unknown subjects with people of Agaw 

and Matara are narrated on page 17 in this paper. 

2.3. Characterization 

In the chronicle of Yohannes, human bei ngs are the main participants of the 

story. It is equally important to bear in mind, however, that the interference of 

heavenly being [God] is given due emphasis in the life of King 7aalaf Sagad. 

In this chronicle, there are two kinds of characters: heavenly (Holy and evil spirit) 

and earthly characters (human beings). The heavenly character (God) and Satan 

are sprit nevertheless they interact li ke rea l people. The earth ly characters are 

like the king ane\. other major participants of the story. These earth ly characters 

al'e classified into three categories based on their deg ree of involvements and 

participations. Here, it is pretty good to define Characters as a reasonable 

facsimile of a human being with all the good and bad traits of human beings are 

as follows: 

1) Active participants : Dajazmach Zemarayam6 Faris, and Balge 

2) Relatively active participants: Unknown subjects, King 7aalaf Sagad, God, 

Abetohun Eyesus, S'ab'a Endarta and S'ab'a Wajrat. , 
3) Passive participants: Those who are mentioned by the writer do not have ' 

meaningful contribution for the development of t :l e story. For instance we 

see the foll owing extract from the text. 

6 literally azmaC or commander of Ule daj, or gate, a military title later accorded to importruH courtiers 
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(nOJ:~>I; t,A'i' '1"'1' OJ·id; OJ(.\Y.. (I)~\anii'l: A'/,ldl. 
"'o,ean i,lI·'1I m(.\Y.i,t·;'· 'loA n.'I-'f";"U7 

On the 12tl1 day, Walda died and on August 4"1 the 
Humble Walda araka is appointed head of the prison . 
(p.14) . 

2.3,1. The Subjects: Dajzmach Zemar8ym and Faris 

The two major participants have partial, peti-structural and selfconta ined 

narrative in committing a coup d'eta aga inst the king 7aalaf Sagad (see page, 43 

in this paper). Overwhelmingly, they also participate in va ri ous occasions of war 

throughout the narratives of the chronicle. Thus, they have signifi cantly played at 

the development of the story, 

2.3.2. The Subject,: 8a/ge 

He has a massive participation in the story of the chronicle opposing and fighting 

with his two major opponents: Zemar'iyam and Faris. Like his opponents, he also 

engages repeatedly in various occasions of war challenging and fighting with the 

king and against his enemies. 

23.3. The unknown Subjects 

Many times, the writer does not vivid ly mention the persona lity tra its of either the 

passive or the active characters. Here, the writer descri bes the specific fu ~ct ion 

of the unknown subjects. They have a little participation in the narrative of the 

journey as well as celebrating the major and minor feasts of Christianity 

considered the following: 

7 Keeper of the house the prsion 
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(ilJ'."~L.·1I ~,{/rlY;' (\ ;J-iJ"I P' ""i/~'I" i,:I" ·ViJ'.C (IJ(I)I,(\· 
(jo,(\ (.\.\, .• ( (ltlC), (1)0)(..'". (l'/:';':, . ·/·:I"l1n. (/J(/JI,'l(\' (lOn 

''1'9''',,,;, (l:l".r: L,''''/'' lIeI"rl' (1-''1'11 

After this, on the 20th day of December, stand out from 
Gonder. And they spent Christmas in Sarka . And they 
went down the road of Gumbale and they celebrated 
Epiphany in the land of Damot by the name of the 
Butu la (p, 14), 

2.3.4. The Subject: God 

He is an exceptional heavenly being who interferes in the li fe of the king ?aalaf 

Sagad in the entire narrative of the chronicle. However, God's interference is 

universal but it does not playa significant ro le in the narrative of the chronicle . 

2.3.5. The Subject: King Yohannes 

The throne name (/pan an'}"l/P'}-) of King Yohannes I is ca lled 7aalaf Sagad. He 

was also known by the nick name "righteous Yohannes". He was brought up well. ,,\e 

learnt the holy books of the New Testament in his childhood . He learnt to hurl t, 

lance and to shoot the arrow, to ride the horse and to swim in the water (Ibid; 80). 

He marries Sabia Wangel, the son of Gabra Maska l, who was a man of relig ious 

background and highly regarded by the society. The writer narrates his fami ly 

background in slightly exaggerated way. 

Generally, the writer shows a tangible background about the king's life. But he does 

not mention the place where he was born and the date of his birth. Add itionally, the 

writer does not indicate when and where the King acquired his trad itiona l sports and 

church education are narrated below : 
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mi,lI " S':·~t. ·/'rllt\y. u'ri ,';,")1, ', flll"lrC n';.e mY'/''1)/, 
lI" UL m"Y,;h <» /' :/'.'1."/'/' ·fl li· \' (Il rh"tn (l)i,9"'1/ (In (l)ell(I) 

9" UL J'.crw /1 ,<; :, ' m""I,/.. '/'11:" ' /')I,'/,q . ,' /'.L II (1)1,(1: /' 
" ''I,e (I) ', M , Ii",/: r,f]- U· ·m,n:I' i ,'i' /' lI ff'l n·flli (I) 'i'I.t\ 
Olli·m,n. Irn·C lion. 1'1'1' fl t. aUII'/'t\ Olm-il'l: i,lI"n·m, 
'I i ,'I ' /? (1)(1)-/,'/ : ,e/..+C fJ-Jan. (1) /'" (I)-il'l : ,e~;/'(j. (I),e il'i: 
;J ' <): + C' i ,II c7" ,C, 'HI";, Irn.U'a"· fl·i(J·U /.. t u i,'?II),·nrh.C 

After th is chi ld was born, he grew up with good advice, 
he studied holy books 'of the Old and New Testament. 
After thi s, grown up, he learnt to hurl the lance, to 
shoot the arrow, to ride the horse, and to swim in 
water . And his fa ther gave him a woman named Sabia 
Wa ngel, a daughter of Gabra Maska l from the upper 
echelon who loves the couple, The couple loves each 
other. And they are united with humbleness (p. 4). 

However, the story of the king has not peti-structural and self-contained 

narrative wh ich revolves around the king's actions and deeds, he partiCipates in 

transmitting proclamation of war as wel l as in giving order to fight against Balge, 
' . 

Add itionally, he orders to held different religious councils and also monthly and 

yearly Christian feas ts. Thus, we can say that he is relatively an active participant 

towards the development of the story. 

2.3.6. Subjects: Abetohun Eyesus, S'ab'a Endarta, and S'ab'a 

Waj rat 

Eyesus has minor contribution to the narrative of the war. And he supports the 

king to fight his opponents, So he is relatively played an important role in the 

story of chronicle. 

Although, people of Endarta and Wajrat do not play an important role on the going 

development of the story they have a li ttle narratives of j ourney and wa r. 
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2.4. Helper 

2.4.1. The Helpers of Dajazmach Zemar'iyam 

Faris is a di rect assistant of Zemar"iyam in committing a coup d'etat against the 

King 7aalaf Sagad . The following passage justifies the rea lity: 

(IlO cn)"" mC'~ (iO ,(oJ ' ,'I, 1·Ml aJllo7CJ'9" {, '1:(.\(i 
m" i ''] IJJ ,/, t'\f, '?I!.O" 'i 'l' /} ' "IIJJ'i' {,ol\'): n'J.\': Mill' 
P\,tTO {,g.(.\ l,'ill ,e,O(\' I.: i (ll· Ml /.,t,n (Ili' {,'O;/' (.\'/ ' 

9"{J(\ ' O ll"~ 'i 'p ,e OJ9"{J(\ {,'i {J 'j. 'I. (O-'/" i ' 1, (\ ,ell (IlS /l 
{,o"'l-/ ' 'ir,,','I. {W o ', OJ '/",e ', Ml ,'l l, tTo . {,{J·H·,}, '} 

9"r. {,,"t'1l Ilan :/"i'? IJJ 1\0(\,', 

In that month, when Faris and Zemar"iyam conspired 
to commit coup d'etat against our lord, King of Kings 

7aalaf Sagad, they sent the leader of Adal saying 'send 
to us a horse and three mules with enormous wealth 
and captured women, who are your wives'. We 
believed you and submitted to you. Just hasten your 
coming so that you reign over us (p, 28). 

He is also supported by the specific support of King's prayer to be saved from the 

poison of serpent. So the support of King's pray is imperative to the life of 

Zemar"iym. It is narrated below : 

1,{Jan ,d'{l ,),e(\ ),,(\" ' /; (\'il·UJ "11""':/' ,11')1\'): t'l/.\': 
Ollao ,d'{l 1,'?II)"Or/t,C MWJ·(\"{J 1,9"1 : lJ9"11 M,,):,},j· 

(,'i'/' ',nllf· 

Through the power of his prayer, God saved King of 

, Kings 7a laf Sagad in si,milar fashion as he saved Paul 
from the poison of a serpent'(p. 32). 
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2A.2~ Helpers of Faris, 8alge, and Unknowl! Subjects 

The main subject of the story Zema6yam is a direct supporter of Faris during his 

involvement of committing a coup d'etat against the King 7aalaf Sagad, The main 

helper of Faris i,e, Zema6yam has a meaningful contribution in committing the 

coup d'etat. 

Ba lge does not get direct and indirect assistance who play an important role in 

the narrative of the chronicle , 

Li ke Balge unknown subjects have no direct and indi rect supporters in their 

involvement of the story , 

2A.3. The Helper of the King laolaf Sagad 

The King 7aalaf Sagad does not get human support in the entire narrative of 

chronicle, Even if the King is very close to his son Abetohuf7 Eyesus, we can not 

say that his son is a helper of King 7aalaf Sagad as indicated below : 

mnuf' ?, 'ill unm 'i7 'UJ '/7 ;» } M"l,): M,e.' M"OJC' ~ 
'rC M111 mC') " }'i(l1' /.:i91 ,'- t7Db\l, l1;' - m/.:i91 ," 
t70?" ut, 'i ?"{)n rJulJ, 'i'H- '~n (Llb\.l',- M'(l.'l~ U-'i ~\,J't'l­

?,'itl ,e,nb\ Mo'H- ;/-HIC n?",e.-L ~\Lart_ V',,'Jl1 U7Lh 
U'IL '/,e0'] ';';'- oM?";/- ;'-M"(j '/7L fdl.l', 'i (l'flh l,n 
Ut'\(Ll- ?"{jt'\,f' OJ?"{jt\.ll 1n ,e,nn-h l,t7D "' 00f''1'h ')n 
~.n-h f','7;»Lh fl'l- ,nl,t'l_ nt'lC l,$'.,U- f1l,.<'oU- ~,I1'I­

lSoh i,$'.,f' OJ-ld: ,eM!.'l, "'t7Df''r ' )(l.f' 



In thi s place from tl1\e month of January to May King of , 
l 

kings 7aalaf Sagad sen t message through intellectuals 
and governors to his son Abethoun Eyesus, reiterating 
'Why do you live in a land of unbelievers leaving your 
nation, which is the land of religion and why do you 
heed insane people around us when they say, 'if you 
return to your father, he will imprison you' "Is there any 
person who would tie his hand with his own hand . Is not 
your hand my and 7 Return to me now" (p. 51). 

2.4.4. The Helper of Abetohun Eyesus 

The specific support of God helped Abetohun Eyesus defeat his enemy; it is 

narrated below: 

r,m7." (]lun /,'?II), ·nrh,C ·~.et'\ moor/?r, I'\I,n,' j'· .<':An 
rd'()·(l Il(fO ,eM!;P. [M/\/"': ] nlw" .en. rTo)',' U r,: 

OJ n n. ", .e () .\? •• ~ . f11 an· M, A r,: 

At that time God gave him courage and victory for 
Abetohun Delba Eyesus to run after them as a book 
says two people can run after multitudes (p, 27), 

Secondly, the advice of his father King 7aalaf Sagad to his son not to be 

influenced by unbelievers seems to be a gesture of support for his son as 

mentioned in the Ge'ez passage (p. 33 " n 111; s p o.Pe r 

2.4.5 . Helpers of S'fib'a Endfirta, and Sfib'a Wajrat 

Those people do not have ,supporters either individually or collectively in their 

involvement of the story. 
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~.S . Opponent 

2.5.1. Opponents of Dajazmach Zemarfyam 

The main opponent of Zama6yam is the son King Yohannes, i.e, Abetohun Eyesus 

who cha llenged and defeated him very strongly. 

People of Wajrat and people of Menguda were not important opponents of 

Zemar'iyam while he was traversed in the place where his opponents lived . 

Seyuma Lasta and Hamelmal are frequent opponents of Zemar'iyam by creating 

trouble upon his life. Malak Amha Tseyon is also strong opponent of Zema6yam 

who caused destruction of the house of Zemarfyam. Haliba Wangael, Seyuma 

wajrat, Janamora are a minor opponents of him. 

2.5.2. Opponents of Faris, 8a/ge, and Unknown Subjects 

Abeto Eyesus is a strong opponent of Faris whi le they are fighting with each 

other. Eyesus was a courageous man defeating his enemies, and he persecuted 

his main opponent Faris as far as Cecet: 

(Jl(\(l M" fl "·t(j ?"jI\'{d' Md'O·(j g: in OJ7"\' hflh 
"L""l]' } (lUI"!. rlo fl fl(l, '!'- .\':(,\(1 fl.\,O·(j Iwo (,\ 0'] f!,. 

When Faris heard the coming of the Eyesus, he felt 
pangs of fear and went away as far as Cecet and 
Abeto Delba as he is used to (p. 28) . 

The minor su bject of the stories i.e, Biniyam is a strong opponent of Faris fightin g 

. and cha llenging him quite frequently, whereas people of Gara/ta are weak 

opponents of Faris. 
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The strong oppElnent of Ba lge is God who entered the fea rf~lness of women in , , 
the heart of Balge so that, he will be defeated by his enemies when the killing 

was so severe: 

{dIan ,','i{, ,/+(;\ n,e{,.,: {,I'I'i- r]lJ'/: {,'711)dl , ".C 111'1"'/: 

fI,O,":/ ' 0'1.11. oll 'i/O, '/ ' 1'I.1'I:i- {,flon OJJ'J' '1:C/ '/ - {,'ifl:/-
0(;\0 r]M. 

-
Since the killing is so severe on that day, but may glory 
be to God who entered fearfuln ess of women in the 
heart of Balge (p_ 22). 

The second major opponents of Ba lge are Faris and Zemar~yam who attack him 

quite frequently, 

The third strong opponent of Balge is King 7aalaf Sagad challenging and fighting 

him during war. 

The fourth opponents of Balge are people of Begemedre who are keen to fight 

against Balge: 

->,f'I)', (1 .7.9".<':C {IC7' OJ'fI' /' .<'.(1-C IIflOD' j/,'..:Jr] {,'i(11'1 
-)-{,11I1 'i'I ' '!» /1'" :/ '7-<"" (H"/:I'I IJM. 

The greatest of the Begemeder went out up to the 
mountain called Tsegaba with out the order of the 
king, they are keen to fight Balge (p. 45). 

Lastly, the leaders of the Begemeder who do not have an important ro le in the 

narrative of the chronicle are a great opponent of Balge was defeated by them. 
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2.5.3. Opponent~ of Gatt and King lao/af Sagad 

While the ki lling was so severe, God entered the fea rfil lnes of women in the heart 

of Balge so that he wil l be defeated by his enemies easily. The enmity which 

occurred between them draws Ba lge to become a strong opponent of God (see 

the passage p. ;<t(:.in th; j P o..p Q ( 

Balge is. a strong and indirect opponent of King 7aalaf Sagad in attacking and 

fighting the king's troops who were sent to fight against him. 

The second important opponents of the king are Zemar'iyam and Faris : who 

committed a coupe d'etat against the King 7aalaf Sagad. Faris is a very important 

opponent of the two. 

2.5.4. Opponents of Abethun Eyesus, S'ab'a Endarta, and S'ii 

b'a Wajart 

Faris is a strong opponent of Abeto De/ba Eyesus during their fight. Faris was 

defeated and went away as far as Cecet in fear of his opponent li ke Eyasu. 

Also, he has weak opponents who entertain riot , and people of Hareko. Whereas, 

Yohannes son of Hawar'iyat and Zemar'iyam are strong opponents of Eyesus. 

People of Iyebeto, beta marayam and Wkorkora are strong opponents of S'ab'a 

Endarta (people of Endarta) while they were traveling in different provinces. 

While Zemaryam is a strong opponent of Sab'a Wajrat people of Darweta and 

Melawe are indirect opponents of S'ab'a Wajart during war. 
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2.6. St,.!per Helper t 
2.6.1. The Super Helper of Zemarayam 

God is the super helper of Zemar<jyam, while he is fighting with his opponents i.e, 

Balge and Abethon Eyesus. God favored Zemarayam in order to .defeat and 

challenge his opponents. The superhelper God supports. the subject Zemarayam 

in bestowing power and in giving advice to challenge his opponents' as in the 

following passages illustrate: 

(] lJo/: .e':/·(]L II I, "111. fdlrh,C ~,9"t\h Ml t.~L C\ IILM' 
t'l.I?.:f.X/lmr-r· II <nJ 6.('9" ,e "lOC ,),et'l 11I'1,,{"" 1.1U·I· M,rl1"l: 
i,1'I :/. 

But, may God, lord of Israel made Dajazmach Zemaryam 
strong twice one day be blessed (35). 

flU-I, ,e-)'(]LI1 liM'I' 9"{I{Il.L 9"11';. M.~·~,1/01J:r· hun 
,e01Jh [t'lMid, ]. 

But may God who revea led secret advice to Dajazmach 
Zemaryam be blessed in order to defeat his enemy (p. 45). 

The specific support of the super helper gives him courage to defeat his enemy 

two times. So the support of God is an essential element to fight his enemies. 

2.6.2. The Super Helpers of Faris/ 8alge and Unknown 

Subjects 

Three of them have no super helper in the narrative of the chronicle. 

2.6.3. The Super Helper of the King ?aalaf Sfigfid 

Even if king 7aa<jlaf 5agad is right behind God, it is not clearly indica ted in what way 

he is supported by God. In some occasions, the king was assisted by God while he 

was fighting with his enemies at Aringo. The super helper God had given him the 



grace elf omniscience to overcome his opponents. Dire~ and indirect interferences of 

God in the life of King 7aolaf Sagad have no meaningful contribution for the 

development of the story. 

2.6.4. The Super He/per of Abetohun Eyesus 

The super helper God has a positive impact on the life of Eyesus while he was 
- -

fighting with his weak opponents i.e, S'ab'a Endarta (people of EndartaJand S'aba 

wajrat (people of wajrat). The super helper assisted him a lot in such away that 

he would be able to defeat his opponents easily. Even if the specific support of 

God helped him defeat his enemies, it does not have all round contribution for 

the development of the story. 

~,O'],ll mvO ~l'nl)"O(/bC ')f!.tI mt7D'l?~, tlM,·f. .I-':t\O 
~d'(\'{) mM.~.uo, [M/\~d:J OIlt7D f!.fl, t7D~'(htJ: ml1(v/; 
f!. M: .1-': fJ1 t7D. Mt A tJ: 

On that day, God gave power and victory for Abela 
Delda Eyesus, and his enemies fled as the book says 
two can flee the multitude (p. 27). 

26;5. The Super He/per of 5' a b'a Endarta/ and 5' a b'a Wajrat 

We do not not find specific or all round supports of the super helper in the life of 

Saba Endarta and S'ab'a Wajat in the story of chronicle. 

2.7. Object 

It is important to realize that the chronicle of youannes is a narrative of different 

events and actions. It is not peti-structural and self contained story, but rather it 

- is a story, which is narrated haphazardly. The major participants of the story: 

Zemaraym, FariS, and Balge, King 7aalaf Sagda, and other minor partiCipants of 

the story are involving and contributing for the general development of the story. 
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In the story of the chronicle, we d@ not find an exclusive agent who can play aro 
• • 

important role in the story of chronicle. 

Since story of the chronicle is narrated haphazardly and in an unstructured 

framework. It is difficult to point out a tangible object from the nature of the 

chronicle. From the researcher's point of view, the object of the chronicle seems 

to be written to praise and honor the king 7aalaf Sagad in general. 

2.8. Receiver/ Benef iciary 

2.8.1. Receiver of Ze maroyam, Faris, 8a/ge, and Unknown 

Subjects 

The above mentioned subjects i.e, Zemaryam, Faris, and Balge do not have 

specific and all round benefit in the narrative. Whereas, unknown subjects give a 

little benefit in facilitating the way the king passes through the city to be honored 

by the inhabitances. 

2.8.2. Receivers of God 

The mercy cif God which is transmitted through the mouth of the King has got its 

own specific benefit for the imprisoned people to free them. 

The following passages depict God's beneficiaries towards imprisoned people: 

I,ooI01I('/: t'l'Y'1'9u
,}, I,MU/, ~l"lIU"O,h,C t'lI,MU :/'t'l 

rud, 0/,6, '}'1'p'/ {In,h'Ul h'}lt .e1lt\ ' }"l<;" oot\Ml'r 
hoo .e1'b..1'U h·t'l, O[JJ'C iH~qPl 

• On the 12th of October,God transmitted the mercy for 
the world through the mouth of the king who says; 'tell 
the message fOr all prisoners to be released' (p. 4). 
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2.8.3. Receivers of King lao/af Sagad 

The imprisoned people who were released by the medicine of King 7aalaf Sagad 

are also indirect beneficiaries, whereas Kefla Giyorgis and Aka le Krastose are 

becoming direct beneficiaries of the king 7aalaf Sagad during their mutual fight 

and challenge. The functions of both direct and indirect beneficiaries are not 

having an important role for the development of the story. 

The son of King Abetohun Eyesus is also a beneficiary of his father's advice to lead 

his li fe unconsciously and properly (see the Ge'ez passage on p. 33. ~Jl fhis po..Pe r. 

2.8.4. Receiver of S'aba Endarta, and Sab'a Wajerata 

There is no one beneficiary who benefited from Sab'a Endart and Sab'a wajerat. 
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, CHAPTER THR~E 

3. Narrative Times 

3.1 Order of Narrative Time 

3.1.1 The Arrangement of Events and Actions of the Chronicle 

On the bases of a common opening remark of the stories: meo m'flht.9" 1111£"", 

\~(h'}fl (J)'}'/.'1'1: (September on the year of Jone the Apostle) the writer always 

arranges events and actions of the chronicle. 

Mark the Apostle is the only remarking of the story. It is narrated as follows: 

OJ/lUO IOJh,~, "·'}p.'/r I,?" nh+ OJ OJ U;, 0 0 1'11'1 
0 0 " '/1('\ Wi~';"" ou'}:',C 1I/,oo'})I,C flJ [II'I 7. C 9'] {H~"'l.e 

hoo'}' 111100'/ u'lC·M OJ,}')ll'/? 

On the 11th day of the month they sent out from Sekut 
and went to Matkal way of Manthr when it was already 
seen during the epoch of the first year of Mark the Apostle 
[p.14]. 

The overall stories of the chronicle arranged to begin on (mco O'''fl ht. 9") up to 

the last month of the year. However, an exceptional month is narrated against 

the given month of the year: (/J.I':'~L ', ·/, .:',£7D OJCO", "rho. (After the end of the 

month of Nehase (p.9]. 

From the above example, the writer has not mentioned earlier that the month of 

July was completed. Thus, from the Chronologica l point of view, the stories of the 

chronicle are not arranged strictly in such away that to .keep the allotted months 

of the year. 

Secondly, events and actions of the chron icle are not narrated according to, their 

order of occurrence. However, some stories from pp 27-29 are narrated orderly 
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as they happened. The fo llowin~ are among the occurrences: Iri the month [of 

Maskaram, the journey of Abetl1UnEysus to fight and kill (p. 27); in the month of 

Tikmt, the journey of Faris to fight aga inst his opponent Balge (p.27); in the 

month of Tahesas, the committing of coup d'eta by Faris and Zemariyam against 

the King ?aCl laf Sagad (p. 28); In the month of Yekatit, the reaction of Fari s and 

Zemaryam in seeking forgiveness from the kil1g. ?aCl laf Sagad (p. 29); in the 

month of Magabit, the capturi ng of Zemariyam and the return of messengers. 

Finally, the end of the disobedience of Faris and Zemaryam against King's order 

(pp, 28-29). 

A story of chronicle is not narrated according to their order of occurrence and 

peti structural self contained way. 

Thirdly, there are no different events and actions which are narrated according to 

the linear time arrangement: In the beginning, middle, and the end of the 

narrative. 

Fourthly, the writer tends to apply the following different approaches and 

methods in the story of chronicle. 

A) A biased outlook of the writer 

The writer shows a biased outlook of the story when it narrates the story of: war; 

God favored the king's side and too his followers. The following story depicts the 

prejudiced view of the writer: 
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(IJ (I)f) (I {)'"' i, "" t)dl ,h,C '1(1. I' ;),e(\ (IJ £II' 'I? 1, I 1'\ /J' 0. 'I: ,/. 
I " 

'j'/./ ,,] {dIll {, .. (',,!.C 'I: ?i ml..','''';'I ·'I, qU'I: ·/Ih · "II,hall ,\!: 
(,','''I'lm (11'/"\' {)'II'j'/(\ ()r,e 

And God gave them great power and victory until for the 
troops of king none is left, but Mohammed escaped and 
ran in to the place of sehnar (p.10). 

B) Recording of Natural and Manmade Phenomenon 

Occasionally, the writer narrates the natural and manmade disaster of the time 

such as famine, ca lamity so on and so forth: page 13, and 27 

C) Arguing Biblical narrations and quotations 

Throughout the story of chronicle there is usage of biblical narrations and 

quotations appur much. The chronicler is at times a direct and indirect quarter of 

the Bible, An example of its direct quotations can be found from the Psalms of 

David (112;7) HOl'~d" MH' ,h{)'lJ'{) Ull7,' (" fllmiI-t: tt:'lm' ~,,}H hUll [11M] If'! 

lJue fl/lU'Oll, mM'I' (jUl/fl· when it was the day of Thursday, they came 

through twelve routes in great multitude like that of the number of the sands of 

the sea, and they stopped his people(p.27). Similarly, an exa mple of his direct 

from psalm (2;7), (lJAJ':f' i,'H ' OJi"l [~9" (f)1'\J':Il·11 you are my Son I have 

begotten you today [p.41]. And from Luke 9;24 ',''' '}'} ,efl'I,>. MHU, M,<FU ' b·(\ .. 

),,(\cm <'.'11 , ,, (/J'/r,:(I ''''/.1'\ - Will a person gain anything if he wins the whole world 

but loses his life (p. 32), 

From the researcher's point of view, it is worth considering the reason why the 

chronicler did use greatly these Biblical quotations and narrations is to show how 

the divine authority that God vested on the emperor. Even to make the story 

more convenient, it also compares the outstanding figures of the Old Testament 

period: King David and the prophet Joshwa with the li fe of king ?aalaf Sagad. 
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D) A metaphorica l approach of the wri~r 

The chronicler narrates the story of chronicle in more illustra ted and elaborated 

manner. An example of this a metaphorical approach used in narrating the 

fo llowing passages: 

n<,\·no on:" / ,£/0/' 1 1. r,% '/'6. 10) .c:.i>.:/,'l/rF'I=J: J:'f/"f~"fJ rl./. 
Ull/Ill ,£f/I)' 01111 ,/' XO)'! O11I[."1I/. /1·11 .. /'lFf Mlull ~, . h;hn 

q()'l. 'Id/?m> ;'·.~:"'W· hUll J?A '(/)' II" ,nc(\ qUC /, '}:I, L ',};Jt 

}.ti :,. Oln <'\ II" '} 011 ,i, i,UIlt >', )I, tllTO :,. /,.11[."'1'" X ;-I" e nt W" 
t\oo/P, nfL 'l '/'(JlCIlOl h Ull 1,' ''1. a))I,~,- h·II"u/J- m>'),T}-i- },II" 
,i, ,e ' }-i. II'/ -:I, 'M, no:I"11I '}'7 -UJ 'J'I/.v :,- ~,ol)r,: MY: 

On the ih day, when the day turned cloudy Dajazmach 
Demeyanos went to Damot and he destroyed the front 
and sacked all its properties. It is because Balge cou ld 
not stand before him like grass can not stand fire. On 
the 8th day when darkness came and the sun shone as 
usual, at that t ime all the leaders went away scattered 
like the cloud. The leaders, by the order of the King 
came out of the town to fight (p,41). 

MIn ~ .. S"r~;-,· 7,G!;),'1. ~\CJ 7,.? hc{H'.f1 ~\I\'I' '/'fie;'} 0"'11' 
1,tJ:h:: 9°M '}?'I).J '11/-"-)- ~,ot\tJ: M~: 7,UIJ '1'~Hnl" 

I f it was not the case that Abba Tsega Karastos 
extinguished the fire of uproar, through the water of 

love with Nagus Nc1;J2i5ta 7aalaf Sagad, they would have 
not quarreled (p. 43). 

E) Utilizing a lot of time 

The writer util izes a great deal of time for long and short stories of the chronicle. 

The common usages of the time indications are day, week, month, and year. Also 

the writer mentions different kinds of time indications Such as gize katre ('1JI, 

'I'}C) (Noon), gi ze naga1i (l JI. 'I'?U) (Moring), ameha (~lo'Z.'I) (At that time,) and 

sanita (I\'/,;:J') (On the fol lowing) are rarely used in the following pages: 26 ,27 

and, 46 respectively. 
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(1)07.11. "':"r. _" O. ·!'· .1':1.\0 jl.l' O·O 'bl·O. an'}'" /".( 

(1)9"\1" m&·I\·1- /..1'\(11,,", 1'\1\.,e.<': (I),hO.9" (Jl"/I'\"f,. 

At noon, Abeto Delbi:i Eyesus the protector of the 
government and the pride of the adults separated Zayd, 
Hesem, and Hyeloy 

!"JZlI (IJ{)(/ ), I1I)dl,hC ' ~,el'\ (I) uo (I) 'l?}, M,O .. \'· .<':1.\0 
~,J'o·o mr'\y,}'.all . [1'\7.1\~"':l . Olluu ,en. un)l,Or,: cof{, ': 
,eoJ!:.<':9'an . fI?A~: (IJ!,uZ'I '/'':'7t1 1-/..1J 7(11)' f/!J.,er;';· 

At that time, God gave power and victory to Abeto 
Delbi:i Eyesus to run after them his enemies. As the 
Bible says two run after multitudes. And by then, Faris 
was stabbed on his back by a javelin 

F) Issue of credibility 

In most cases the story of chronicle might raises an issue of credibility on the 

readers side when it narrates the stories with a lot of biblical narrations and 

quotations in order to narrate an exaggerated narratives of the chronicle. 

The researcher points out some of these stories which raise the issue of credibility 

in the fo llowing pages : 

O.eO'/: 01'\ :,. CO.e. ')· lI".e.' c O'/·~,'LI"/· U'I<;'/· '}'/-/-'-' 
On that day the earth shook with the capture of children 
of the King [po 7]. 

And on page 29, !f"L" /1', ,j· 't:/-,-,u,j· Hht\(1'/; ~19"<\1.\ 
OJ'II'/' +O.e 'H'·ao .-

At that time there was joy which had no equal in the 
town 

Finally on page 49 J!",],} 01 aD' 9"01'\ .<'.'.£'.),1/°'7+ M&·,j· 

'/·uo.em co·O· /· ·j-i,.e'H· ~,'iOI'\ .eCh·OfDuD ' O,e~d: M:/' 
OJ~"l/P '~lI'i 1\~,l.\n·/: 9"<\1'\. 1\01'\ 'i7'/P '17/-'-")' MI\r,: 
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Having jail ed them with Dajazmache Asrat, they returned 
to the town without meeting them on that day. There 
reigned a deep sorrow which has no likeness upon King 
7aalaf Sagad and upon felt atege the Queen of the world 
and upon al l the priests of Ethiopia and devotees of 
religion (p. 49). 

G) A paradoxical approach of the writer 

A passion experience of Christ that was happed by the Jewish people was 
compared with the life of the King Yohannes in paradoxica l way: 

1/'1. oOf'.uo, .f',o'llIlA i,O.1.'. ~,.f',V'.I.'.' M\ 6,.I.'..f',fI' ' /0./ , 
I"07,uJ '/,Ip·i- ' /''<:. 170 , OJA.I.'. i,"lII).-O,h,C UP'H' ~,'}p~, 
l7'Il ;)", (IJUP'H' ,,,UII,mn 6,OJt'l 

Their madness seems like that of the Jews who accused 
the King of Kings first the Son of God who they 
condemned to death for having received the dead and 
cured the sick (p, 50). 

3.1.1.1 Retrospection and Introspection 
3.1.1.2 Retrospection/Analepsis f~1-

Retrospection is an action (technique) of reminding 0 pactJ action in the story of 
. chronicle . Eventhough we do not find an entire retrospection to remind the past 
action, but it is narrated as implying the earlier happenings of the story. The 
following short sentences indicates the past actions of the story: OJOUP .1.'.700' 
7fl.L 7' (H" j,f\ 70';' ,/,-,\o'/._ Meanwhile, they repeated holding a meeting like they 
had done earlier (p. 24), OP~ i7,U<t: I-JA~, 'I7L 1'<:,7', 1'i'/' ~7C:l7'Il ' M<t:t,1I 
OJI\°'1C,f'9u

- Now we are writing another thing without considering the old case 

of Faris and Zemar'iam (p.2S) And alsoi.?",eOIl. 'IO.M '~O 'Pi·/' ;),th I\i'/'UJ 
'171-"")' 110" '}l{tj: \f""JO '''/(;')\() (/)·i'l."I'f'. From now onwards, we come back to the 
story of the king of kings in order to write the food of Mark the Apostk (p.4S). 
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, The only and entire retrospection upon the miracle of God is narrated on page 22 
l 

in this paper. 

3.1.1.3 Introspection/Prolepsis 

An exceptional introspection of the king's healing action is narrated before it 

happens in the story of the chronicle. It is narrated on page 10 in this paper. 

In the entire story of the chronicle does not say about the healing action of the 

King 7aalaf Sagad. So it is not a perfect propels is of the story. 

3.1.1.4 Revision of some Important Events and Actions of 

Chronicle 

Revision of important events and actions is not a usual phenomenon throughout 

the story of chronicle. We find an exceptional revision about the death of the 

Semien's people: 

'(lL r{"'I' !)I.\(,"itl n'fl(, n"'l:} OJ' f), ')I 1 (,n .. !'· /-»oA unA/)"')' 
niL\'.. 1,1.\t!·I: (j·flI, t'\{];). (,rIU l',rh~', ,e'iOV) ','IC OJ,erIo(j. 
'n'! ·n,ll,C i,'inA 'il','rh<[: ',I L M·n 110,.', flI"e'H;', 1111"" 
ni" ;:I'tl1: I, "I' IIhcr;'/ -I'I',"'/. aJnl, ' }of' 'l/'i 'I: '''',''..1'' ' }(h', 

l',rh.t. In'l: :h~ /) [lile] 'ne'un· },A (j 'flI, (j"'U "lttlC 
')f', m ·n ll·1 M.<'.rfIl· M (j ·OI, -)'o,e'i-i' OJun'i>I'CY '11)'/)-)' 
OJl',f] {,,f', 

If we are to write tile news of death of other people of 
the Semien and of the capturing of Abeto S'a'a'ia 
malakot by the hand of these people of Lasta the mater 
will be too long and the day will extend to night. 
Without writing about the wonderful things that we saw 
with our eyes and of what happened in that country that 
we mentioned before , let us now, therefore, refrain 
from writing the history of the people of Semien, and 
recall a li ttle of the laziness the city people who love 
chaos and belligerence (p. 43). 
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M,n .eoll.t'l '~.'U', .f1'/J\ ~i!"::J' 11l,," 'Dln (I}{l-/ ' {Ill i',rh I. , 
:h~Il"uIl' ~,I'\'I'IP"" id-"G·~"t.I ""llm/m',!"} (IlS'.')(..(I}''c''} 
II'Inl. ,lUI {Ill 'in.;. l'\'i'I'IJI ',u,U,i· ~,Ol\": t'l'IS': '}i',;"": 
llall'I"H' i, ' i '" '11'/.1'\ ', m~,'H' nll,,11 LIl·n', ~,{fI'i"rhl.." 
;.I·t.Il·uIl. (,I'\ 'I ') /"" . idl(.),.t.I M\ IIIlCr;(}' rJ1)' ;" S': Ull 

1.')11.', uui"rhl.. ;J·t.tl lIuIl'j·uu. ~.t\ w/?'i' mt'lt\"'{"'} 
{fIJi',·rhl.. ;.I·t.h lI uIl',. (\'In,,: T/·UJ '(/ /..u.'(- ~,ol\r,: t'l1S': 

From now onwards, we leave out the saying of Antuta, 
[i.e, a word for respect and honor of the .second person 
singular). Antuta is not found in the historica l book of 
the former and later kings of Israel,the book in the place 

of the king of Kings 7aalaf Sagad. We write as in the old 
days using the familiar 'You' for the chron icle of the king 

of King 7aalaf Sagad as we have found it in the book of 
the story of the Israelite Kings. We remember earlier, 
used the book of history of the David and Solomon 
Cp·S3). 

As in Biblica l tradition the chronicle uses the familiar "you" in stead of the formal 

"You" as in the French "Vous" 

Finally the writer tends to arrange the narratives of the chronicle in hosting the 

different type of religious Councils. 

3.1.2.1. The Hosting of the Seventh Religious Councils 

3 .1.2.1.2. The Hosting of the First Local Council (page. 9) 

The purpose of the To prohibite Youa nnes from marring his nephew by 

counci l the regulation of the marriage . 

. The main participants The church Fathers and Intellectuals 

of the council 

The decision of the They decided to separate the place of Christian from 

council the place of unbelievers. 
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1.2.1.2. The Hosting of the Second; Local Council (page. 13) 

The purpose of the To free the king form the condemnation he faced 

council without attesting and reasoning the regulation of 

the church 

The main participants The intellectuals of beta Ewostatewos and 

of the council Tekelhymanot together with Bishop and Akabe Sa'at 

wakes. 

The decision of the It is impossible to condemn the king and Bishop 

council and also intel lectuals without having relig ious 

mistake and too without referring Apostolic 

tradition. 

3.1.2.1.3. The Hosting oftbe Third Local Council (page. 23) 

The purpose of the Because of the heretical teaching of the people of 

council Lsata 

The main participants Priests participates at the counci l 

of the council 

The decision of the Confirm and believe the incarnate Nature of God 

council the word who was born from the womb of Virgin St. 

mary 

3.1.2.1.4. The Hosting of the Forth Local Coul1cil (page. 24) : . 

In this council we do not find detailed explanation with regard to the purpose, 

the type of participants, and also the decisions passed by the council at all. The 

forth local council was hosted immediately after the third local ended . 

50 



3.1.2 .13. The Hosting of the fifth local Council (page. 24). 
I . < 

The purpose of the To prioritize the role of the law rather than dealing . 

council the issue of religion 

The main participants 

of the council Abba Sinoda and the son of the Wald Tnse 

The decision of the Condemnation of the leader and other people of 

council town 

3.1.2.1.6. The Hosting of the Sixth local Council (page. 35) 

To deal with the rule of the law in relation with the 

The purpose of the couple of 7aalaf Sagad and Sabia wangel 

council 

Abba Sinoda, Abethun Eyesus, Eda Krestos, the 

The main participants hermits as well the the intellectuals of beta Abba 

of the council Teklehymanot and Abbun Ewostatewos 

Annule earl ier condemnation which prohibited the 

The decision of the king from being legitimatizing Queen Sabia 

council wangelas as his wife 

3.1.2.1.7. The Hosting of the Seventh Local Council (page. 47) 

In order to justify the union of the word of 
The purpose of the counci l God (Jesus Christ) without change and 

mixture of His God head and Manhood. 

The main participants of the Intellectual of t he church of the Holy Trinity 
counci l 

The decision of the council Justifies the true God head of Jesus Christ 
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· 3.2. Duration of Narrative Titne 

The chronicler tends to treat the narrative of the chronicle in to four kinds: scenic 

presentation, detailed expression, summary, and omission. 

3.2.1. Scenic Presentation 

In scenic presentation, the stories of different events and actions of the chronicle 

are narrated in descriptive and elaborative manner. 

In this presentation the major subject of the story: Zemarayam, Faris, Balge, 

Delba Eyesus are participating in various occasions of wars and other events of 

the chronicle. The narrative of journey, in the story of the chronicle, is narrated 

upper much. 

Also, the minor events and actions of the chronicle: the inauguration of the newly 

built St. Mary church, yearly and monthly celebration of Christianity and also the 

appointment of the different regiona l administration are included in this narrative. 

Stories of a distinct feature and a better duration are also narrated according to 

the writer's preference. 

A distinct feature is shown between God and the kind 7aalaf Sagad when God 

wanted to disseminate His word of mercy through the mouth of the king. It is 

narrated as follows: 
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, 

(I)(,y"'/;, (,all i"(I)!{'/: IIT:'·Y"·'t· i'dW"(, (,'711)dl,h.C lI'tM" :)' 11 Y":,,/.-'I· n(,/( 'i'l ' /P'/ I'·,h·in (,'ill ,('.·nll· ·j"V:. ' 
"0(.\ {,)1'/' Iw" g .. 't·/'.;J·U 11·11· ('(}"C ll'/'i',P'/. 

After this, on the twelfth of October, word of His mercy was hea rd to the world through the mouth of our king and said, tel l the message for all prisoners to be released CpA). 

A better duration of the king .?aalaf Sagad happens to advise his son Abetohun 
Eyesus and sent a message through the hand of the teachers and governors. 

Olnu\' (, ' ill ,hllm 'i? ' U) 'i?P"~" (,0"1": (1'/.<': 1.9" 0lC'; 'PC Mil OlC) 'nM' 6:i91'" ou9"ut·'i 9"M aul).TH· . ",n OlCl ·",· MIn.'\'· U· 'i ("J',,' (,'ill ,e.·nA M"'i''t· :,· ',·nc O9°,\' .. ·L (,L007. ",,",:111 u?Lll U?L '/ g,O<j';':,. Olll9u 'H· :"119"(, '/?L (,·n.'n ,,·nt, (,II Ullro' 9"nll.1' 0l9"nll.11 (In ,('.·nll·11 {,aU " ' ou\, ' rl1 ' in (&11 \' (,nLI1 

At this place, the king of king 7aalaf Sagad does not interrupt sending of intel lectuals and governors to his son Abetohun Eyesus from the month of January to may and they say, why do you live in the land of unbelievers leaving your nation, which is the place of religion and why do you give attention to the news of the mad people who are with us when they say, " if you return to your father, he will j ai l you" (p. 51)? 

On the bases of respect and emphasis of narratives, the writer narrates selectively various stories apout the enthronement and pleasure of Queen Sabia 
Wangle caused in the going of the 7afranga, from her country . 
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Th~ fo llowing extracts are mentioned from the te~t of the passages: 

~,'1n .I'."',!'. '/I iVTI>? (I);i ,,: II;J' ", "/ P ' ,,', (, II'" a ll ' j '" P' ;J. 

IIT'/P:/'" T',p", · '/ g,"'}';',). (HIli (il'i'},(.\ I]rIIl /»1.0'" 
(fI'T'l P ' ;J . lI'i'" / ..u.). {,II.',. (I)','?/I':" lI·nll (I)'i'},(.\ ,fl{,(j.". 

'i'} '/-'"' (I)';'" /J/')Jl: (It.. ,<J ',r. ~,''lll)dlr'',r. 

Then after, on the 20 th of December, it beca me the day 
of the coronation of our Queen, and the Queen of our 
faith Sabia Wangel like that of the coronation of Queen 
Ellen i and Sabia Wiingel became Queen, the wife of king 
Wa naga Sagad, by the will of God (p.?), 

~,"'/, '/ I, 'd· 'i '" / JJ ,, ' '/ g,0"' ;")' (j,(lIIOl ' i'},(.\ nJo/ ' t.. P r"')' 
'1"" (I,e',lIrh !'. '1111 ' !'LFi

: (llkm/ II), '/ (1)/, ')-'7 ''1'1: 
'/ g,n'I';"" l,otn.<?:c.e l,oaD I", '1U,/,,~,_,: ,,_,\001, nlllTD', 
"'P,rJOl, ,j . 'j,? / JJ 'i ' (j ,(I II (I)'i'),(,\ an'(lL ~,'?II).-(l,h,C 

". t. : j fO "· (loTl'j '? /"". f',"lml, ,). 'i'? P'i- II -"M"I':/' 
flO°'! (j'flll a)'} ' },(.\ 

On that day, Sabia Wa ngel beca me the Queen of fa ith l 

and she beca me very glad, due to the going of the 
foreigner in her time and the religion of Alexandria 
became victorious for her, because the coming of the 
for'eigner took place formerly in the t ime of the first 
Queen Sabia Wangel and, God made the going out of 
the foreigner in the re ign of the second Queen ca lled 
Sabia Wangel (p. 11). 

Secondly, the writer narrates about the story of the procession of St. Mary 's tabot 

in front of the king ?aa laf sagad and the courage of the district of salwa, and 

about its heroic recorded are narrated respectively, 
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' i 'I·P" !. "II'I/.. non ~ '1.("(:\ 9 "1'ltHli 1·"1 "IC"'I (I)'I" 'I{J . . 
f,{JOIl ,,.,,,(/)-(: :".I':'''I,U· 1'1 ;)'(1' " f,u/IUd·'! '''/C,<'9'' i'.'lq 
11'79":<'( o,'i ' (J)9"{]tl, '/ P' /II'I . ~1·O," · CMI' 1'll,"lII.O'! 
it.\'I'I ·{J ),C{J ' I"(1 o.l':qq·i · 

The king passed with great power and much charisma 
and majesty because the Ark of our lady St.Mary of Zion 
of Gemejabet was advancing in procession of the Crown 
of Thorns of Jesus Christ under a canopy (p. 11). 

i, r'lI'I'/, ~, ~ .,: (/lid: ",,e(.\11. WI"~, '7(,.:~ ~,Oll " ·j'(I)oul1. 

O(lJ'/.L (7IJ.I':Ij: (I)'! 'I: '1' i, r'l I'I'/, ~"e·,: (/lfd: ('/'if,ll. 
lIi,'i'i' i, M~.F' ,t.:" :'j i, U'h~·"· i, on'/' i',e·,: mid: 
f,""' ·O!'<;/l . Ilil(J)-iI,(',Il . \~·i !woi,U(I) ' eo·",:/· 1'I11 ·I'I"olJ. f'l'I 
'/·'}/--" i,· <'If,I'I,Il. 

Oh l Salwa, where is your power? Which had defeated 
Gragn when he opposed you with gun and canons, 
where is your strength? that destroyed Yeshak of forty 
nations and where is the fire of your feet? that burnt all 
who stood against you like dry wood (p. 35). 

3.2.2. Detailed Expression 

The hosting of the different local councils mainly revolved around the dogmatic 

and traditional teachings of the church. Various Bibl ical quotations and citations 

of the Church Fathers are quoted thoroughly to defend the heretica l teachi!1g of 

7afranga, and people of Lasta who denied the true teaching of the Church were 

denounced by the scholars of the time. 

3.2.3. Summary 

The summary of narrative time is focusing on the social, cultura l, and religious 

aspects of the subjects. The chronicler narrates personal and religious status of 

the king in a blasphemous way. It is narrated on page 10 in this paper. 
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'i'/'/-" ". ",A/'. fl(lfl . .e 'tet.l lI"IIA·nll·", ",e"'l (1)'1"'/11 

1,1100 ''''''0)0(: :/·Y:"'I.U· A;)'(I'/' 1,'71 1,tJ'i. " "'1C,('1I" ;1,'\~'i 
11'79";',( n.'i· (Illl"M. 'I P't'ltl .. ~l'Cf,'/' Cidl' M,"III.o', 
{,,{'r'l ' 1I IICII'I"{1 n.\':wH· 

The king passed with great power and much charisma 
and majesty because the Ark of our lady St.Mary of Zion 
of Gemejabet was advancing in procession of the Crown 
of Thorns of Jesus Christ under a canopy (p. 11). 

{, r'lNP {,.e'/; (Illd: ~ '" et.lll, WI"f, I(":~ f,uo '/':.'·mooll. 
non.:: 01),1':<): 0)"<):'1' {. r'lA'P {"e,/; mid: {ni,Il, 
IIf, 'H·(. A.e/-"rh:" :.ij (,v·/,(.,-/ · (. r'lA(P f"e·/; mid: 
""I ". r'll' '1 11. IIf,(fl,,\.ell.~'i 1100 1.Uro· ,en·<,\:/ · AIl·A"oo. i,A 
'i"i po fl' t\{IA.II. 

Oh! Salwa, where is your power? Which had defeated 
Gragn when he opposed you with gun and canons, 
where is your strength? that destroyed Yeshak of forty 
nations and where is the fire of your feet? that burnt all 
who stood against you like dry wood (p. 35). 

3.2.2. Detailed Expression 

The hosting of the different loca l councils mainly revolved around the dogmatic 

and trad itional teachings of the church. Various Bibl ical quotations and citations 

of the Church Fathers are quoted thorough ly to defend the heretical teach irg of 

7afranga, and people of Lasta who denied the true teaching of the Church were 

denounced by the scholars of the time. 

3.2.3. Summary 
, 

The summary of narrative time is focusing on the social, cu ltural, and religious 

aspects of the subjects. The chronicler narrates personal and religious status of 

the king in a blasphemous way. It is narrated on page 10 in this paper. 
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• 

Eventhough tre king Susunyos is not the main subject of tiie story, but the writer 

narrates the social and religious aspect of the re ligion of king Susunyos it) 

descriptive manner. Also, the writer comments the social and religious status of 

Queen Sabia Wangel. It is narrated below: 

,eid:(l m,°'n (\-111'1 ' t'l'J(.·tJ,/ · ,"') OJ ·j ·J,t. (J)oo'i>/'{"/' 

i',?" (l}i'.(l·+ ooCH' 'i i',',,, roO,1'n.'/ · ,"'" (J)?'CO'i' 
?"i,Y" ' j'/ ' nC{J :I'.{J (I}{J<)':,,, ,i, i,~, '/ i'la)' 'I,n ?"i',"p'i' 
(I}/..(.- 'I: /· i,'?I1),·nrh,C CllC:/'t')'j , WI ,em]';'?, ,,)r.- ,e '?i,'1 
OJ' /'~ ~,. 'i· 1'Ii',' ,I'.</' i,oll .'j 'J'I!,. (l}C 'I:i, /1"1'1' <)':~'/?'I 

She is indeed the fruit on the land of the law of the 
Gospel, observer of fast ing and prayer, bride of purity, 
observer of law and ritual, believer of Christ. She is also 
gracious and always ready to give alms, strong in her 
fa ith and struggles for truth; and she wa lks in the right 

. way (p, 11). 

3,2.4. Omission 

Omission is used to summarize about personal, social and relig ion aspect of the 

major subject. In thi s respect, the chron icler does not show omission in the entire 

narratives of chronicle. However, he omits the historical rea lm of the king 7aalaf 

Sagad as indicated below: 

i,Y" ,eoll,A 'In.~,', "In rp'H' )'(,11 Wj,)'U) 'J'I?' :/' 

M"'<),: M.e: 'ji'ltJ'i: annA nroc;:. !Jon'i' II Cll'O '/: 
'1'<),:,]0'],'1- ?"'?n" 1'I00IC,f,{J ron",'e 

From now onwards, let us go into the beginnings of the 

history of the king of kings 7aalaf Sagad so that we 
writeand say in the month of summer, that is the end 
of Mark's food of the evangelist (p,37). 

, 

In the story of chronicle, omission is not utilized for the purpose of summarizing . 
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The two paces of narratives, i.e, pace of,acceleration and pace of deceleration 
, 

are narrated in the narrative of the chronicle. The former is used summarizing 

words: ~,t\7\-/~ nl'\l\OO i,·?II.~"nr",C (They arrived in peace of God) and 

'/'/"iI,ou ',1L <11'1';1- OJ','lL 'J-Il~L (The cases of dialogue and meeting were 

finished) in order to accelerate the stories towards the narratives of journeys and 

dialogue are mentioned in the following passages referring to the above terms: 

~,Oll j) '/ : tI"nn'( (I~" ,VI I] 01;7.00, ;7.00 (l'/I'i-/: an!]'} 

oH'."',Ll/ m'ltl' 11 '\tI 'UI,I] '/"}I-"~,' OJrh<;. O'O '}'ltl 1/t­
o)o/ 'an,elll' n'/:';',/' ,'1'1"''1' mM" 1"'iJ!,C ~, on tj'mj) '/; tlf'I'b 
~,t\ 7"'~ nf'lt\O'o i, '?Il)'-nrh,C 

On the 19th of genbot, they arrived in Yebabba , And 
they fasted in this place after they celebrated the feast 
of "Easter," They set out and went to Zara and they 
returned by the route of Damot and they arrived in 
Gondar on the 29th of June in peace of God (p, 18), 

M" Y:')L 1/ '/'M;tI" .flllm'}m,';'11 'nL '/ ~,o'7'i':/' tlm)d: 
~L~"Il.)IAll n')'6'11\ 'i1'1-"', Mt\<J: M,e.' ·1'11 n]'} m,';' II 
,en, tI" non'" '/'f,jI"'} ~, ,~\ ,Il -j I A ll ,e (1, ~,h 9"'} M,'n 

. OJm/,\ ,e.' OJ aD '} /. ,II :/' P"ll Il.e ~/,tI f'I. (1(,111'1 :/' OJ.e :/' cp <11 ,1',­

nont'l/':/· .jlll m '}m,';' II .en,tI" 00 '" 01)1'1: i,9" I:'/: ~,llt\ l' 
1'ItI-(1(1 /JJ;; f'I,m, .en, ~,,~\,ll-I'M O1t\,e.- m)d: IIMlt'l 
I-" ;;f'I '(li, M'''?11,6,j,', ;/, Y,'ll:/' ,e."i'?t\ °'lC)'9° 

.jllln1'im,';'11 .e (1, 1'1" {i,e.', · l];hCI' l1Cllf-ll mOll, 00 fI '/: 
~b:>',{)of: All'l. .en, {iY, OJ)1'I: l];hCI' l1Cll'f-ll n/1oo .e (1, 1'1' 
~,:/'Cj'/;fDll O1'l:Ct'I"ll mp"I"Il·f,Cll OJ/1°'ltfon· i,t'If'1 ,(1(, 
~,C(T\n,(' O1(tC)' OJf'I'n ~,-? , n7;' OJf'I'flI, ~1,''t'I'':>'')' 

-l' lln1'im,';'1l ,en),,, tI 00 ", :/-f'l'? Y; ~L~\_ll ,f,M'1. .e(1, 
i,f'I'?,e.· M, 'n mOJ/'\,e.' OJoo'}/...1l ;/',1', . 11 mi,f'I'?,e.' t'Ii,'?II.O 
1'" ° 'lC)'9" OJ "1,'1,'/' ~,9"t\11 mi,f'I'?,e.· t'Ionll-/'t\ ;/'P,.ll 
'I'lln]'}m,';'ll ,e (1, 1'1" ],on!,', flI,t'1 t\,e.:/. oJ(1~, tI'l'9u ,/+ 
(li,tI", Ln,6 OJn~tI "}c'n ,'t' i',OJ.9u

',. 01 0 '7.00 :/-n/'\i, ~L:>",ll 

.fIM'I, ,en, id,QI' jI" ,'\],on, Mt\i, 11"1'1" Il ,e-i'nt\i, 
non(p],t'1 ~\'i!l1·!lll!l1 , O)o/'/"iI,O'o '11L <11'1';1-
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After this, K¢stontnos asked a matter of religion to that 

archbishop by the order of our king ?aalaf Sagad. 
Kostontnos asked the archbishop saying "Who do you 
believe in" and he answered that he believes in the body 
and united in divinity. Kostontions asked, who was 
incarnated from among the Trinity"? Then the 
archbishop answered, "The Son, who was incarnated 
from our lady the Holy Virgin Mary". Kostiontinos, again 
asked, "Is the Nature of Christ one or two?", The 
archbishop answered," as Atnatewos, Kerlos and 
Dayoskoros said, the Nature of Christ is one." He also 
explained that Armenians, Syrians, Egyptians and 
Ethiopians believe in that Kostiontinos, asked, "Who do 
you bow down for?" The archbishop told him that he 
bows down for the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
for the Virgin Mary and for the Holy Cross. Kostontinos 
brought another question "When Christmas and 
Epiphany fall on Wenednsday and Friday, do you eat or 
fasP" The archbishop said, " I fast on such days, but I 
eat everything in the time of "Pentecost," After that, 
they finished their dialogue (p, 38) . 

ou7,I\. P,P.fl (,~'''1·nl'\' m,'j,,' 
1\:/' 'l'I:fDil (IlI\ t) i,J!, I1CrH'.{) 
I, t.\ (l"" "'7 "dl :"'1: (\'I n ,.," ',U. 

'1>1' t. '/ f!,o'J<;'·l· M 
(\.<1' 00 ',Ill'l,i, m i, (.1;).1. 

Fll\,U'OD, (J)I,m'71 1fD 
P,P'{)', I,C] A .,l'·.';' i'lh'i'l"oD' PM;·nPm"j hOD 1\,f~S,oo<, 

9" () i'l h u .1': .("j OJ I,,, 0)- p'j ,I' 6 .)1,00 '/') t. '}'fl(L 

A bishop came from Egypy, because of the love of 
religion of Abba Atnatewos and Abba Eda Krastos head 
of monks and Ecge . There is no solution to the issue of 
this meeting. Our Bishop Abba Sinoda forbade all the 
Jacobites not to join the unbelievers and the lost ones, 
and the meeting was finished (p. 42). 

The on ly and typical example of the second pace is dialogue which was held in 

the narrative of chronicle in connection with dogmatical and traditiona l teaching 

of the Church by an active investigator i.e, Kostntinos with the bishop of Armenia 
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in a Vi~ ry elaborate manner of defending the subj¢ct matter. The dia logue is • 
narrated pp, 60-61 in this paper. 

Add itional ly, the higher summarized tendency of some events and actions of the chronicle are narrated in justifying Biblical reference about the death of the King Fasilidas, which consequently happened immediately after the incident takes place. It is narrated in the following passages: 

!JIJ-/: "'I.,iI,{),1l '1 (1' wm' !JIM '/(1 . .e 11.(',(1, {)'D'I' n·ni, 1If' (h \~ (J)t. .. (',/..l,.l' n([l" /' 

It is only over here that the saying of the death of the prophet, "Who is the person who wi ll live and who will never see death" was fulfilled (p, 4)7 

OJ~,'}1P''l U' n'}1'/-""1 ~~(h'}fl .e:I'/../lrh '1>/~C'1 Ol.e"lln M7,:I"1 ~,o~ 'I (1(1 M"O /l'n' n·ni, 
Ol~,C{)'tl{)'tl '/ ' ut,,/, U1C 

We enthroned our king Yohannes. Let our friends rejoice and our opponents be sad. Having heard this, the disturbance of the country settled (p. 6) . 

Contrary to these, the whole narratives of the chronicle are summarized crudely as on page 20 and 28, are recorded as an example: 

OJ~,O'l. '/ '/'OJ'r 'l 'i''i~P'rh:I' M/l 1JI.U· .e'hlu'A'l" 
(1L)I;' ~d' 7,'7I1),-(1(h.C IIn"'/: 0'(1'/'/' M\I"I'l" MI'l" 

Oh that day, joy started until it would to finish in its time . by the grace of God and be Glory to him forever and ever, 
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~,?"U\'''I. 'II' (II," L rIU ' } '/tI flr'l;J' (II~,n'l,'1 ~, C ~,I' , 
},'?II)dl,h.C ~,?"flh },r'l t, ~,.A "' ,er'l },'?II)" " '/.,)I,nlJ 

11.'j' ·',er'l' M':An r\.l't'\·r'l 

After this, he ran and went away towards Lasta and at 
that time God, Lord of Israel, showed His power of 
lordship, and the story of the power of Delba Eyesus 
ended . 

From the above passages, the wri ter did not mention about happiness of the 
Delba Eyesus in this narrative, 

As we see pp, 24-26 the wri ter's preference in narrative techn iques; the actions 

and events of the chronicle are narrated either selectively or elaborately, 

according to his preference. If he considers the mai'l issue of the story, he 

selects and elaborates them based on their utility. 

The elaborating stories about the mercy and miracle of God are also narrated 

accord ing to the writer's preferences. It is narrated on page 22 in this paper. 

Eventhough the chronicle gives specific time duration towards the whole complex 

of the stories he does not treat in eq ual way of time respective. The common 

usages of time in the story of chronicle are: month, week, day, and night are 

narrated upper much. 

3.3. Frequency of Narrat ive Times 
, ' 

There are three kinds of repeti tions namely Singulative Repetition, Repetitive 

Repetition, and Iterative Repetition. 
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3.3.1. Singu/ative RepetiCion , 
It is a kind of repetition which happens in the nature of human life as birth and 

death of a person. For example, the death of king Yohannes and Queen Sabna 

Giyorgis, and the death of the other ordinary persons are also mentioned in the 

narrative. 

·3.3.2. Repetitive Repetition 

This is an event which is na rrated more than twelve times while it has happened 

only once. There are no actions and events narrated throughout the story of the 

chronicle. 

3.3.3. Iterative Repetition 

An event which is narrated once wh ile it happens more than once is called 

"iterative repetition". In this chronicle, there is nO iterative repetition at all. 

Apart from the three repetitions the common intent of the writer is about an 

exaggerated prasing and respect of the king 7alaf Sagad in different events of 

the story are indicated the following passages: 

First on page, 15 "1"1'/-"'/. UtH. no·n.e ).etl OJ9"M 

·nll· '~ '?CO>l OJ'{"7fl MloO "'rhOJ'C ;".I':m1. U' ;:J.(l.,. 

7,"111.0:"'/ o'lC.f'9" 1I'?9":'-: n,·j· OJ9"fI(l,'/ /JJ'Ml Il'C~d' 

CMl' t'\l,"lll).'/ ~\.\'n·1r hCfl'l~ fl n.e.'f\{]·j· 

The king passed in great power with much dignity and 
majesty because the Ark of the Covenant of St.Mary of 
the Gemejabete and, with it the icon of Jesus Christ with 
crown of Thorns under a canopy. 
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3.3.1. Singu/ative Repetition , 
It is a kind of repetition which happens in the nature of human life as birth and 
death of a person. For example, the dea th of king Yohannes and Queen Sabna 
Giyorgis, and the death of the other ord inary persons are also mentioned in the 
narrative. 

·3.3.2. Repetitive Repetition 
This is an event which is narrated more than twelve times while it has happened 
only once. There are no actions and events narrated throughout the story of the 
chronicle . 

3.3.3. Iterative Repetition 

An event which is narrated once whi le it happens more than once is called 
" iterative repetition". In this chronicle, there is no iterative repetition at all. 

Apart from the three repetiti ons the common intent of the writer is about an 

exaggerated prasing and respect of the king 7alaf Sagad in different events of 
the story are indicated the following passages: 

First on page, 15 TI· P 'I. UI'll:. (10 ·(1,!? ').eA OJ9"M 
'(111,'" "I C "'7 (lY/"7rl (,naO ,,' (hOJ'C ;"J?;fHl, U- ;:J'(l"­
~l"lIl.O:'-'1 o'7C,f'9u 1,''79''),( (1,:'. OJ9"()(V! pM\ /1 -01'1-
CM\- tIf,'?IIXI ll,\'(\·n hcn·r·n (1.e.'wl·i-

The king passed in great power with much dignity and 
majesty because the Ark of the Covenant of St.Mary of 
the Gemejabete and, with it the icon of Jesus Christ with 
crown of Thorns under a canopy. 
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Second page on 20 M'w" IJA" 71/1I).-Ilrll.C Y"{]A ';'/-IP 

'1'1/-'-':/' ~IO"<;: M.\!: nlwu VA" Y"AA ~I,.r(]· (l)W/?')' 

For God was with king of kings ?aalaf Sagad as he had 
been with Joshwa and David 

Third on page, 34, ll?" .eldl.(] ';')'aof''T' 'HI ~1'H1C' 
(1)(1).<':(\ 'HIC' A'i'/-I) 1 '1'//-,-, .). ~IO"<;: A').\!: 

From now on, let's return towards admiring and pra ising 

the king of kings ?aalaf Sagad (p.34). 

Similarly, the attention of the writer is also addressing to each and every action 

of the king are narrated as an example: 

m·td"/. ' ;7,UJ 'rl/-'-")' ~Ii,"<;: MY.: ~1.n,t.I., nm·td: 
ao<pf,b\ IIIlL?" ')' (1'1,17'1 mi,(]"'1.0 'I'lL t7D 'II' ,1.:/. f,A '/'0111']· 

The king of kings never stopped and t ired hearing about 
monks conflicting with each other during his reign (pAS) . 

Also, the writer devotes his time to praise God. It is mentioned as follows: 

~jt70X": A)'U"f/'" 01)1,)1' 9"{]A /)Ju·'P.·/· )I"ni, oH'(i,\ 

n~ln .. e 9./"'rll OIrll uf.1· 1,'ill .e(].·nu7' 1'Ii,'?II.~I ·nrh.C 
i,Aao OI)I,'~I' n"I' ;'i 'In.CaD' q.eA aJa"'1?~1 lI~d·'I·nL 

[1I~d'7n<;'1 011 ao 'I '/7/-'-'1' "'.<',9,,:/. 

In 10th of November they went out with troops of fighting 
and killing in greatest pleaser and joy when they are 
prasing God because they went out in peace having done 
power and victories wh ich are not done in the time of the 
ancient kings (p. 15) . 

In addition to the narrative 'of prasing, the writer narrates the following stories 

given due attention about the heretical letter of the lasta and also the impact of 

Satan upon the life of monks are narrated respectively. 
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• mOm-i..,: aDln 0')'0'111 'i'I'IJ' 'riP';" ')' ~,ofl~ /1"1'<': C·':O 
'/ JZ, "'}';") ' OJ·OMI .. ).c; .• ). ·I·nc;· ·I·(j~,. (.\~..tlan·jOr: ~M ', 

~,Il OS,e· OOO.f. ?"))C mao?" ;hL MI?" 1, (.1;), '), {,Il ;!,,:J 
nCfH'·fI OJ/l'I'\"""' IIl)<;-"t- (l)anl).TH· ni,'H' II ·/'cl,'.',(I). 
llU e;.,. flfI)· ",0 : 1 '} ·IJJ '/'1/-..... ) . (,ofl~ IJ)'I.I'.: ni,'H' 

(l1m}L CI1 'O')' I,'ill ')"0(.\ m·fI·,,';!' ','1J) 7OJ ~,·O i,?" 
;".1': fl·)· .rt.:'j'?(,\ 

In that place, by the order of the king of kings 7aBIaf 
Sagad, correct of fight religion and a man of generosity 
they made a meeting by the advice of our exalted 
Bishop Abba Sidona who is the owner the highest throne 
with the teacher of the world Echage Tsega KrBstos and 
all the priests and nobles of Lasta to the king of kings 

7aBIaf Sagad because of the heretical teaching wh ich 
says God the Father incarnated from the Holy Virgin 
(pAD). 

l'\ao',I1 ·<\·i· '1'". If/l"an. o.en]'j 01/11· lIuo '} (l II~,(I);!"~, 

1,9" 7,('.,{Oao . fllI"n'if:/' 'ifl,/; -"t- ',7 C (I)~,fI"·4.I'\(luo. 1,9" 
aoln OJ·fI, /· anl)';'ao • (l 1I~, o)';!" ~' i,r .rt. .. OCaD. (I)~,·nt, 

(I)·fI '/ · IH'o,/ i, 'ill J'fI'/ ·7.'7 [ffl·/·7"ni,}Duo. ] oO,e<;'/'!fuD' 
~,UP,. 9"M Il(.\~'· 

Satan disturbs the monks at large in this yea r. There is 
one who came from his monastery because of a li ttle 
matter and he uproots them from place to place. There is 
another monk who went out from his monastery and 
town. Satan .wou ld put them in conflicting with one 
another (p.12). 

On top of giving the attention to the different events, the writer appl ies the 

Rimmori Kenan method i. e, repetition of similar events of identical motivations 

and forms. The writer applies the methods Kenan in narrating about the word of 

God 's mercy through the months of king 7aBIaf Sagad in the narrative of the 

chronicle at lower case. 
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Finally, we se~ the anxiety of the writer about the children Of the king who were 

affecting and challenging the throne of the king Yohannes. The writer narrates 

repeated ly about the case of Htsnata Nagusa in the following passage. The first 

one is narrated on page 22 in th is paper. 

The second one is this:. 

flIm!!-/: n1""'?"''! ' m(j.!':fDon . (/)~,(/)·i'.),fDOD . M,n' rh7S''!' 
i'?" ''!' ,e ' i''!' (/J~,i,L'?fDo" · m·{l'I· O'Of'- ,1'.·flC IInoll • OltJ'l, 
i,'ifln ,('}C"· ?i,", . fl,e il'l: on''!' Co.!'..}' ?O,I'.·C fl'ln'/: /l 'n' 
'f'lL rh7. c,' :/. mi,tJ'/I'Y' f711 • /1'1 fl?"hL 'fllH;'i ,/.;) . ool.\tI~, 

hC(j'Y'n i,'ill ,e''! ' UII ' ') ' ,1'.'00 ~':Ifl';, O?" )l';, (/J~,.n, OD';. 
i, '711), 'I (/)'i7,UJ '1'11":/' f~(h ';n i,n/l ~lf7D J?-';'7/JJ 

On the 12th October, the children of the king were taken 
and brought from town and went up towards the longest 
mountain named Wanni without even one being left. On 
that day, the earth had shook because of the case of 
those children. The capture of the children was done by 
the advice of Salaten Geta malaka Karastos. And also our 
Lord and king Yohannes himself did not know until he 
became king (p.35). 

The approach of the writer is always repeating now and then wherever he 

considers the events to de repea ted as many t imes as necessa ry. i.e, story of the 

journey, and an exaggerated praising of the king ?aalaf Sagad. 
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Finally, we se~ the anxiety of the writer about the children Of the king who were 

affecting and cha llenging the throne of the king Yohannes. The writer narrates 

repeatedly about the case of Htsnata Nagusa in the following passage. The first 

one is narrated on page 22 in this paper. 

The second one is this :. 

nI(Il!!'/: n'r:/''l'''i ' (Ilc'l .<'.·$Dan· (Il~,(Il·l'''',$Don . nMI' ;h7.c,:/· 
i,'l"·i·g:,·i· (Il(,l,L'?$Don. (Il'fl'/' o·n,eo .r,·nc Ilfloo. (IlU'I. 
i,',nn ,f'·i·c,,· ?i.v,. n,eld; on''!' coJ"i · 'In.<'.·c mn'l: Il·n· 
'i'lL ;h7.":/· (Il1,U·IH~on. 1"1 n?"hL 'nll'I;', 'J.;)' oot.dl~' 

hC(j.f~fl i."11 ,e. ,i·VII· '},<'.'an ~':/n.;, n?°h<;" (Il~,..rl,oot'r 

I, '711), 'I (ll"'}'L)J '1'1 1":/' ~rh ',fl i,flll (,UD ,e.'}'? IJJ 

On the lth October, the children of the king were taken 
and brought from town and went up towards the longest 
mountain named Walini without even one being left. On 
that day, the earth had shook because of the case of 
those children. The capture of the chi ldren was done by 
the advice of Balaten Geta malaka Karastos. And also our 
Lord and king Yohannes himself did not know until he 
became king (p.35) . 

. 
The approach of the writer is always repeating now and then wherever he 

considers the events to de repeated as many times as necessary. i.e, story of the 

journey, and an exaggerated praising of the king 7aalaf Sagad . 

, 
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CHAPTER FOUR 

4. Conclusion 
The thesis has tried to discuss the four important narrative techniques of the 
chronicle of King Yohannes I [?a Olaf Sagad]. An attempt has been made to 
analyze its narrative structures, characterization, narrative elements, and 
narrative-times. From a narrative point of view, the story of the chronicle does 
not apply a standardized narrative pattern and also it is unanplanned study of the 
subject matter . The story of chronicle is not arranged either in parts or in 
chapters, but rather in dividing lines. Even then some demarcation is made in 
months. 

The writer does not entirely use revision as the major method of hammeririg his 
issues. The story of the chron icle is not a peti structural-selfcontained narrative 
which divided the stories into twelve months of the year. 

Events and actions of chronicle are not arranged according to their order of 
occurrences and lack the linear way of time arrangement. 

The story of chronicle is mainly comprising of the three main events, i.e, the 
narrative of journey, the hosting of the different local councils, and also an 
exaggerated praising of King ?aOlaf Sagad in the story of the chron icle. 

On the whole, the story seems a mere narration of fragmented events and 
actions. And hence, the chronicle does not stand as a structural whole . 
Events and actions are narrated by way of traveling from one place to another 
and seem more unstructura l. 
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Structurally, the story of the chronicle IS not narrated in peti structural -
I I 

selfcontained way. 

The following events and actions of chronicle are narrated repeatedly and 

overwhelmingly throughout the stories of the chron icle. 

A) Narrative of Journey 

The narrative of Journey is one of the main manifestations of the story of the 

chronicle . In many cases, the story of the chronicle is narrated by way of 

traveling from place to place. 

B) The hosting of different local councils 

There are seven types of local councils which mainly focused on the issues of the 

dogmatic and traditional teaching of religion. The majority of the councils were 

summoned by the order of the king. Intellectuals and loca l church Fathers were 

also the main partiCipants of the council s. 

C) An Exaggerated praising of the King ?aataf Sagad 

Throughout the stories of the chronicle, the chron icler plentifully praised the king 

in highly exaggerated way of expressing the king's status. 

D) Narrative of battle 

War has been highly exercised by the main participants of the story i.e., 
/ 

Dajazmad'i Zemaroyam, Faris, and Balge. The King ?aOlaf Sagad also involves in 

disseminating the proclamation of war. 
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F) The ipterference of God 

The interference of God [super helper], is highly implicated in the life of King 

?aOlaf Sagad in all his involvement of the story. But the interference of God is not 

exercised in the life of the main participants of the story such as Dajazmac h 

Zemararm, Faris, and Balge as He has influenced the life of the King ?aOlaf 

Sagad. 

G) The role of the major and minor participants of the story 

The main participants of the storY.,i .e, Dajazmach Zemararm, Faris and Balge do 

have a high degree of contribution towards the ongoing development of the 

story. Secondly, the minor participants: Abetohun Eyesus, Biniyam, S'ab'a 

Endarta and Wajerate including the king have a lower contribution in this extent. 

The writer does not narrate personality traits of the subjects descriptively and 

elaborately. Their actions are playing more than their personal ity. As a resul t, the 

subjects of the story become entirely similar by their roles as characters. The 

similarity in characterizati on draws us to the conclusion in a sl ightly different form 

than that of the Gremias's models [See fig,2]: 

Super helper • Object • Receiver 

1 
Helper • • Subject Opponents [fig,2) 

As is shown in fig, 2 there is mutual interaction and influence with one another. 

The Super helper with helper, and the Subject with helper and the subject with 

receiver are interacting one another in the story of the Chronicle. 
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In contrast to the above positive interaction, the subject and the object do not 

have a tied relation in the chronicle. Additiona lly, there is also dissimi larity of the 

subject with opponent, and opponent with receiver. Thus, all these relationships 

made the concept of the chronicle to differ from the Gremia's character. 

Out of the four types of treating the story i.e, scenic presentation, deta iled 

expression, summary, and omission; summary and omission are not chiefly 

adhered by the writer. 

Events and actions of the chronicle are not presented in surface structured way. 

To sum up, the chronicle of Yohannes is a repository of a very use full narrative 

technique implemented in unstructured manner. It would also be better, if these 

narrative techniques are applied comparatively on the chron icles of kings Iyasu I 

and Bakaffa. 
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APPEND:.tCES 

Appendix A Sto ry C hroni cle : Sto r y - Paraphrase 

Pan] 

]. I<;xagge raled cxpression III king' s honor and re spee l tendcn ey to bla s phemy 

(p .3 ). 

Pan 2 

]. Biographical n a rra live of King laiJ/aj Sagad (p.3). 

In the Monlh of Maska ra m 

]. The severe illness of king laD/am Sagad (susunyose) (p. 4) . 

• Sorrow and gri ef c'aused in th e death of king la/am Sagad 

• Fune ral of the king's death 

Part 4 

I. The myste rious deed of God, a fle r the death of the kin g la/CUll Saga.cl in the 

centra] part of elhiopia and al so th e being done of his righleous for lhe 

house of Israel (p.4). 

2. The capturing of the litsan a t8 N8egu8s (p. 5 ). 

3 . O ffi c ia l announcement of the death of king Fasildas (pp, 4 -5) 

Part 5 

1. Miraculous deeds of God in the hand of the pe rson sen t to captu re litsanaW 

N8gu8s (p . 5). 

In the month ofT8k8rrita 

1. The dissemin::ni on of God 's mercy for the world throu gh the mouth of Ling 

la%j S3g;;0 (p. 7) . 



In the mon th of Tokom LO' 

l. The im prisonme n t a nd the cx pul s ion of hlsanato Nogu so ou t of th e city (pp, 6-

7). 

• Th e occ urrin g of ea rthquack becau se of the capturing of l'itsanata 

Nogu so (p. 7 ). 

Pa rt 8 

1. Th e disscmina tio n o f God 's word th rough the mouth of Kin g laiJla! Sagad 

(p. 7). 

In th e month of Ta hasas 

l. The enthronem ent of Queen S 'a b'l a Wa ngel (p. 7). 

2 . The gath ering of churc h fa thers to defend about the nature of Christ against 

the followers of Leyone th ose who denied the true teachings of the church 

(p,8). 

Part 9 

1. The Journ ey of the unknown subject (p. 8 ). 

In the month of Maskaram 

l. The hosting of 1st loca l council regardi ng the la w of couple (p ,9) 

In the month of T8k8m ta 

• The occurr in g of natura l disaster 

In th e month of Tahasas 

• The bestowing of power on St,Michel by God 

In the month ofT8k8m ta 

l. The bestowing of God's power on Belatene Geta Gbraleule to fight against 

muhammad (p.10) . 

Pa rt 15 

l. The Jou rn ey of the unknown subject (p.10) . 

II 



In the, Month of Miyaziya , 
1. The im pact of fore igne rs tcachin g on the life of the monks (p.10) 

• Til e order o f th e king LO s top fore igners from their heretical 

LC~lching and go away to th e ir country (pp, 10- 11). 

In the Month of Gi n bo t 

1. The Journ cy of the unknown s ubjec t to Arengo (pp,11 - 12 ) 

In the Mon th of Miiskii riim 

1. The JOUrlll'\ ' of the unkn own subject to Gonder and Bonga (p 12 ) 

Pa rt 19 

1. The impact of Satan on th e life of m on ks (p .1 2 ) 

2. Condemna tion of th e persons who opposed th e o rder of k ing lao la! Siigiid 

(p .1 2). 

3. The hosting of th e 2nd local council regarding the decis ion of condemna tion 

without a ny religious basis (p.13). 

Part 2 0 

• About yearly harvesting (p.l3) 

In the month of Miiskiiriim 

I. Th e completing of the journey of the unknown subject peacefu lly (p.l3) . 

In the month of Ha mle 

• The death a person 

In the month of Miiskiiriim 

1. The assessin g of th e m essage which was sen t from th e a rchbis h op of 

Alexa n d ri a LO Abba Ma t tewos (p. 14 ). 

2 . The King laMa! Sagad u she ring with ch a ri s m a the ark of St. Ma ry a rriving in 

can opy (p.lS). 

3 . The prais ing o f God, immed ia te ly after th e su ccessful completion of fi gh ting 

(p.l S). 

III 



III the month of Ginbot , 
I. The Jo urney of lhe unknown s ubject (p.16). 

In t.he month of Maskaram 

1. The Journey of the unknown su bject to Gojame (p. 10) 

III the Month of Maskaram 

I. The disobedience of Agaw who killed the monks and touched the a rks of 

covenant (p.17) 

In the month of Maskaram 

l. The inauguratio n of the newly built St. Mary church. (pI7) 

In the month of TiJk iJm liJ 

l. The end of the journey of thc unknown s ubj ect in peace (p, 17- 16,2 1) 

2. The sending of leaders by the order of king ?aiJlaf Sagad when the battle was 

so severe (p .22). 

3 . The fighting and challenging of Balge's a rmy with hi s opponents (pp,22-23) 

• The entering of women's spirit in the heart of Ba lage by God [P .22] 

4. The happen ing of the greatest happiness to king ?aiJlaf Sagad [P,22] 

5 . The hosting of the third local council by the order of King ?aiJlaf Sagad 

(p. 23). 

Part 30 

l. The h osting of the fourth local cou ncil regarding th e case of re ligion rather 

than discuss ing the case of law (pp, 24-25). 

Part 3 1 

1. The secret disobedience of Faris and Zemarayam (p.25) . 

2. The challenge of Abeto Delba Eyesus to counter hi s challengers i. e, Faris 

and Zemaryam (pp, 26-27) . 

IV 



',3. The oth e r c h'a ll cnge o f /\be LO Delbii Eyasllse aga in s t [Cari s a nd Zc-ma ruY::lITI , 
(p.27). 

4 . The givin g of God's power to Abethull De/bii Eyesus (p.27). 

Pa rt 32 

1. Th e happening of a great famine (p.27). 

In the m onth of Maskaram 

1. The fighting of S'a b a lagaze n (people of Agazen). 

In the m onth ofTDkDmtD 

1. The captu ring of very many a nim a ls by Abeto Delba Eysuse (p .27) 

I n the man th of I-I eda re 

1. The journey of Abeto Delba Eyesuse as a merehant to Bewe (P, 27) 

In the month of Tahesas 

1. The traveling of [Caris to fight. 

In the month ofTDre 

1. The willingness of Fari s a nd Zemarame to commit a coup against the king 

laDla! Sagad (PP, 28-29). 

In th e month of Ye katite 

1. Th e sending of reconcilers for havin g forgivness from King l ao /a! Siigad IP. 28]. 

In the month of Miyaziya 

1. The return of messengers on behalf of the two committers of a coup [P. 28]. 

In the month of Ginbot 

1. The ending of the disobedience of the ZemarDyam and Fari s against the king. 

(P.28). 

In the moth of TDkDmta 

1. The range of S' a b 'a Endarta to fight against Sa b'a Iyabete [P. 29 ]. 

In the month of Hedar 

1. The ra nge o f S' a b'a Endarta to fight aga inst people of Kola (P.29) 

v 



III the month of Ti'{re 

). Additional power given to J)aj azmache by king laD/a! Sa gad (P. 3 1). 

In the mon th Maskaram 

1. The journey of Zemaroyaml: to fight again st S'a. b'a Wajerate [p. 3 1] 

In the month of Takom ta 

). The fi ghting of of ZemaroyalTl against S'a b'a Wajerate for the second time 

(p.31). 

2. The giving of God's power to Zem a riyam [p.31] 

3 . The protecti on of Zemaryam by the kin g's payer (p.32). 

Pa rt 47 

1. The admiration and pra isin g of king lao/a! Sagad for the second time (p,34) 

Part 48 

1. The previous hi story of king of kings which was a lready mentioned (p.35). 

In the month of Maskaram 

1. The hosting of t'he sixth local council to assess the case of El Eyesus (Pp,35-

37). 

• The decision of the council (pp,35-36). 

2. A big religious debate among church leaders with the people of Armania 

[p.38] 

In the moth of Maskaram 

1. The hos ting of the fifth loca l counci l, and also the order of k ing laa/a! Sagad 

regarding the heretical lettns of Lasta (PP 39 -41). 

2. The hold ing of the massive debate in order to defend again st the heretical 

letter of Lasta (P. 50). 

3 . The decisions of the council (P. 42) 

) n the mon th of Tore 

1. The death of Dajazmach Zemar8yam (P.42) 

2. The order of the king to fi ght Against Balge (P. 43) 

VI 
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In the month of TDre 

1. Th e Journey o f unkn own subjects(p.46 ) 

2. Th e hos ting of t h e seventh loca l counci l by th e o rder of th e kin g a n d a lso 

condmen h e he retical teachin gs of lasta (P.4 7). 

3 An exten s ive quotation a nd n a rration of th e Bible and ci ta tion from churc h 

father to denounce th e h e retical teachin gs Lasta (PP, 47-48) 

In the month of Masldiram 

1. The prepa ration of the king to establi s h t h e n ew church (P. 48). 

Part 54 

1. Th e dea th o f S'a b'a Samen (P .. 48). 

Part 55 

1. The sending o f king's m essage to a dvi se hi s son (P, 51) 

2 . The reconcilia tion of the bi s h op a nd teach e rs (P. 51 ). 

3. The bless ing of king' s son by hi s father king laDla! Sagad (P .53) 

Part 56 

1. Revision .of the h on or and respect of the king which was under pa r compa red 

to the kin gs of Is rael (P. 53) . 

2. The tireless work of the kin g to h ear the case of Monks (P, 54) 

3 . The controve r s ia l issues o f the coun c il which were h e ld a t Madra and 

Ye baba (p .53) 
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Appendix B Constructive Stage , 

Clibrii Miiskel (I Serva/lt of the Cross 

-
Siiblii IV/lgel (I Tile seed oIlhe C05jlel 
Siib'a lVajrat a The People oI Wajml 
IltSlin a I ii /I Jg liS Ii Ch ildre/l oIlhe king 

Tsliiiflii I' (kaza ii Secrelary oIlhe king, chronicler 

- Asmal(/ Miingsta (I Royal /lallles oIlIIedieval 
Etlliopian Emperors 

fiailbii wlillgel (/ Tile g05jJel oI III ilk 
Tllbotii lIfariyam Ii Ark oIour Lady SI.lIfar), --

k(}f)a Mii/~fiiskddusa a The oil oIlhe Ho~p Spril 

lViildii fiiilViiripl ii Cilildren oI disciples 

Miilakii A m /itsyo ll ii 0 A name oI a perso/l 

II. Place names 

~'<;A ,<;FfVrl· A dala damol R egio/l in Cojalll 

'<;'1°1· Damot Place name 

17017-'<; lIliinguda " 

~ffl'l' Aybol " 

)f'if1" tf./ll 'ifl" tf. Enamoa, Zal/al1l0rll The moul/lain oIlhe Enalllom. 
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