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Abstract

Foreign and Ethiopian scholars, have studied different Ethiopian chronicles and
made critical editions on the Ethiopian chronicles. However, these do not discus

narrative technigues.

This thesis thus, aims at analyzing the narrative structure, characterization,

narrative elements and, narrative times of the chronicle of Yonannes.

The thesis has four parts. The first chapter is the introductory part. It gives
background information and the general outline of the paper. It also devotes to
the theoretical part which deals with the approach of the four narrative
techniques. Chapter two on narrative structure Characteﬂizétfon and narraﬁve
elements. Chapter three discusses order of narrative time, duration of narrative

time, and frequency of narrative time. The fourth chapter is the conclusion.
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CHAPTER ONE
1. INTRODUCTION
1.1 Background

Royal chronicles are preserved as Gee'z manuscripts. They record important

historical, religious, political, and cultural events of the various eras.

Medieval Ethiopian manuscripts include historical accounts, religious books and
chronicles of the emperors of Ethiopia from 14" to the 20" century. The chronicle
of king Yohannes dates back to the late 17" century. The chronicle depicts

religious, social, and political manifestations of the time.

Royal Ge'ez chronicles and chronological works are found in the manuscript
section in the great nationél libraries: London, Oxford, Paris, Rome, and Berlin
etc. The texts and manuscripts had been published and translated by European
scholars. For examples the work of Chonti Rossini, Ranne Basset, Ignazio Guidei,
Marcle Cohen, Enno Littmann, and Esteves de Pereria and others, are the major

sources in the history of Ethiopia.

According to Harden (1926), almost all Ethiopian Ge'ez manuscripts start with
honoring and respecting the Name of God. Almost all Ethiopian Ge'ez manuscripts
(liturgical/ Theological, and Hagiographical) and chronicles unveil thé same thing
that Ge'ez manustripts possess. The chronicle of Yohannes begins to recite the -
- Name of God: (Mee At MOAL ®avtdn P80 hv4 A9°AN).(In the Name of
God the Father, t/je Son, and the Holy Spirit, one God) .

Different interpretation of the same concept is exhibited in some chronicles. A

typical example of this is the chronicle of B&kaffd which begins: LSV~ Ay



Il oG 018 NS W T ANLANAG WGELAZY 0T md e (The
Story of the King of Kings Mésih ségéd, Glory of King of Kings God in His Trinity

and Oneness).

Even if the story begins with the word depicting the vast story of the kin(_j like
this (2~&n Wrrw 1) (The history of King of Kings), all events and actions

are not revolving around the king alone. The chronicle of the king ?adlaf S&géd

narrates or mentions different subjects, events and actions apart from a partial

involvement, and interaction of the king 7adlaf Sdgéd.

It is noted that there are 16 Ethiopian chronicles preserved in Ge'ez language.
They deal mostly with monarchs who reigned after the 14" century. According to
Hussien§1983), the chronicles were patronized by some of the most outstanding

medieval and early modern kings and local princes.

Foreign scholars, mostly Europeans, studied Ethiopian chronicles. Even then, the
focus has been: 1) on individual chronicles and 2) on rendering them into
European languages. The researcher recognizes that a narrative study of the

chronicle has not been attempted. The present thesis, thus, intends to explore a

standardized narrative techniques of the chronicle of king Yohannes I (?adlaf

Ségéd).



1.2. Statement of the Problem :

The study tries to identify narrative structure, characterization, narrative

elements and narrative times of the chronicle of Yohannes.

Based on the above narrative techniques then, this paper tries to answer the
following research questions:

1) Does-the chronicle of Yohannes apply propp’s; narrétive structure?

2) To what extent does the king contribute in the development of the sto_ry?

3) How does the chronicle arrange its narratives?

1.3 Objectives

1.3.1 Major and specific objectives.
1.3.1.1 Major Objectives
The major objective of the research is to study and examine the narrative
techniques of the chronicle of Yohannes. It also aims to examine whether the

chronicle reflects narrative techniques or not.

1.3.1.2 Specific Objectives
When we come to the speciﬁc objectives, the researcher points out the following
specific objectives:
- To identify a general narrative structure in the chronicle of king
Yohannes.
- To show the role of major and minor characters in the chronicle of
Yohannes. g |
- Toidentify the arrangement of events, actions, and facts in this work. -
- To see whether events, actions, facts, and legend are allotted equal

duration?.

Lo



1.4. Methodology

This study is mainly conducted on the basis of library research. My work is on the
long and important reign of king ?adlaf S&gad and is based on primary and
secondary sources that the researcher found in the Institute of Ethiopian Studies
library, micro film library, and National Archives Library. The researcher studied
and applied methods which are mostly used by the students of literature. The
chronicle is a primary source which is written by the chronicler to honor and

respect the kings of those times.

In order to harmonize the English translation with the Ge'ez texts, the researcher

has translated ideas instead of translating word for word.

The researcher applies the Propp’s’ theory on narrative structure, and Algirs
Gremia’s? model in characterization. The narrative time would be also studied on
the basis of the narrative method of Gerad Genette®. According to yohannes
(2008), elements of narrative are categorized in to four kinds: Characters,

Setting, point of View, and Conflict.

1.5. Significance of the Study

In the field of philology, some Ethiopian scholars initiate students to conduct
more studies on tﬁe medieval Ethiopian Ge'ez texts. In addition to the historical
and philological investigation of the text; studying the narrative techniques of

chronicles of the past could be an important dimension of the study to know how

: ; . i it “ 5 3 . p
' Wiadmir, Propps is 20" of Russian Folklorist and Morphologist who invented the fundamentals
events in his corpus, which comprises of 115 Russian fairy tales.

2 . . . - - . -

2 He is French playwright and linguist of the 20" century, who contributed to the theory of semiotics.

3 . I . . . . . . : 3 :

* He is a 20" of French Literary theorist and narratatist: His work is Narrative in Discourse an essay in method.



far the chronicle reflects narrative structure, characterization, narrative elements,

and narrative times.

This paper is not a detailed philological analysis but rather an investigation of the

narrative methods of the chronicle.

1.6. Review of related literature

1.6.1 Narrative
According to Barthes (1977) every literary or non- literary manuscript or even a
painting that can convey meaning is regarded as narrative. Myths, legends, tales,
would also be elements of narrative. In addition daily news items, conversations

are also included.

Michael Toolan (1970), notes the distinction between the narrative and the non-

narrative. He states the following yardsticks to distinguish between the two

categories.

First Toolan
perspective, the chronicle and its story is not static. From the time of the

characters inception to his/her death, different events and actions do occur and

change as time goes on.

Second1y, narratives are expected to have a teller, and the teller, no matter how
backward or remote or invisible, is.always important. . :.-- ., Any narrative -haé
~a human commumcatlon through the medium of Ianguage communication that
requires a speaker and a sort of addressee. Flmcf HQ}‘) U{ chroniclex

communicate message through language, they can be regarded as narratives.



Thirdly, Baldick (1970), describes that narrative is a ’cellin‘g of some factual or

fictious events or successive events recounted by an addresser to an addressee.

Fifthly, as Scholes and Kellog (1966) assert, if there is a story and a story teller,
any work could be a narrative. Elaborating on this assertion, Traugott and Patt
(1980), say that a story, whether real or imagined, narrate about past

experiences.

From the above scholars' yardsticks, we can draw the conclusion that chronicles
could be regarded as narrative. However, the unplanned sequence of events and
paces of the chronicler do not always fit in to this frame work of narrative. This
paper, thus, tries to study narrative structures, characterizations, narrative

elements, and narrative times of the chronicle.

1.6.2 Narrative Structure
Narrative structure is one of the four elements to be discussed in this paper. The term
structure refers to the sequence and relationship of events. Modern scholars prefer to

use structure than to adopt the word “form”.

Every arrangement of events and actions could not be regarded as structure.
Structurally the narrative should be studied and planned. My endeavor is to analyze

the structure of an Ethiopian chronicle that of the Chronicle of Yohannes.

The two modern scholars Chatman (1970) and Barthes (1977) do agree in 's[light'

modification of Propp that is story paraphrase or event labeling.



This story paraphrase or event labeling leads us to
scrutinizing the major actions and théir developments.
In turn, we iron out the structures of the stories under
investigation. How does the story go? What comes after
the first; what seconds the first event? What could that
mean when we see it generally from the genre’s point of
view? Etc.

1.6.3 Characterization
According to Abrams (1981), characters are the most important elements of any
story. And he says that the story usually revolves around what they do (action) and
what they say (dialogue).There has not been a question on the necessity of their
existence in narratives, but only on their essence and how their places in a given

story should be understood. |

In his view, character is a paradigm of traits; trait defined as a relatively stable or
abiding personal quality. In the narrative of the chronicle, the writer does appear to
utilize this fully. Only their actions and reactions are made to lead readers to the

conception of their nature as distinct personalities.

Secondly, Gremians, describes the two notions of actants (characters), such as
collective and abstract notions. Sender (God) and helper (spirit) are considered as
abstract notions, and Subjects and opponents are also regarded as collective notions.
Additionally, he also distingui"shes the elements of actants into six different characters

according to their significant role in any narrative kind are presented as follows:

Sender »  Object ,. Receiver/Beneficiary

(Super helper)

Helper »  Subject =« : Opponent
(Fig, 1).



1.6.4 Definitions and E}g;amp/es of the Six Models of Gremias:';—

A/Definitions

L.

Subject: subject is the main participant of a given story. A subject can
play a significant role in giving advice and help.

Sender: sender is a giver of benefit to any person who seeks help.

. Helper: Helper is a kind of heavenly or earthly supporter for those who

need assistance. Mainly these heavenly and earthly supporters are angels

and saints.

. Receiver: Receiver is a direct seeker of benefit from sender/giver.

. Opponent: opponent is the main enemy of the subject; for example Devil

or Demon.

. Object: This is a kind of societal class in which the society was struggling

against the exploiters.

B/Examples

In the narratives of chronicle, the subjects are classified into three main groups

according to their significant role. Those are active, a relative active and passive

participants.

God is the sender or superhelper, who gives assistance, especially for king radlaf

S&gad. So the king is a primary beneficiary from the superhelper i.e, God.

In the narrative, the king is the main helper of the two participants of the story

i.e, Zemaroym and Faris. Angeles and Saints are not mentioned in the narrative

of the chronicle considered as heavenly support of the king.



The above two n*%ajor characters of the narratives are the direct benefactors of

king raolaf Sdgad, while they are challenging and fighting with their enemy like
Balge. |

Contrary to this, Balge is a direct opponent of Faris and Zemardym, and he is

also an indirect opponent of king ‘adlaf S&gad.

Lastly, the object of chronicle is not stated clearly by the writer. This is the defect

of the chronicle which did not say specific or general object of the chronicle.

Since the chronicle is not about one man or woman, the six models of Gremians,

therefore, fit the characters in the chronicle and the roles they play.

1.6.5 Narrative Times

Narrative time is a constituent factor of both story and text. The former is a
succession of events, while the latter is a spoken or written discourse which

A Tk +h
155 [ Li

A Aot -l
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ed exe,. me
events do not necessarily appear in chronological order. Thus, there is a
difference between the two concepts: story time and text time. There is a

difference between the time of the thing told and the time of narrative.

According to Genette (1983), time is studied in to three perspectives: order,
- duration, and frequency. First, second, third are under order while hour, long,
and short are in duration, a minute, a month, and a page are in frequency. The
order .concept deals with the arrangemeht of events and episodes. This is also

known as a study of discrepancy between story order and text order.



‘Gerad Genette describes the above issue in two terms: Analepsis /retrospection
and prolepsis/anticipation/ in defining discrepancy between the story and text

order.

Duration is another important concept in the study of narrative time. It deals with
the duration in a given story which is measured in minutes, hours, days, months,

years and the length of the text devoted to it in lines and pages.

When the writer gives a short segment of a text to a long period of story, the
pace will be accelerating the end to be fast. When the writer devotes a long
segment of a text to a short period of time, the pace will be decelerated. One of
the ways of declaring stories, for instance, is through summary. It condenses or
compresses a given story-period into a relative short statement of its main
features [Eprem: 21-22].

Secondly, a dialogues is a typical example of the pace; it gives fairly equal

duration to the story and text.

Frequency is the relation between the numbers of times an event appears in the
story and the numbers of time it is narrated or mentioned in the text. Different

events could be narrated in a given story in relatively higher or lower numbers.
If an event is regarded as an important one worth repeating, the writer could do

that. Thus, frequency coU[d, in other words be regarded as the study of

repetition.

10



There are three kinds of repetf;{ions: Singulative repetition, Repetitive repetifgion,

and Iterative repetition.

A. Singulative Repetition
It is narrating once what happened once; that is mentioned by the writer only
once. All biological matters are included under this repetition: For instance,

human beings die and are born once etc.

B. Repetitive — Repetition
If a writer narrates an event twelve times, but it has happened only once, it is

called repetitive- repetition

C. Iterative Repetition

It deals with frequent events that are mentioned only once (Ephrem: 21-22).

1.6.6 The Six Edited Works of Ignazio Guidi
Among the six works of Guidi the following four chronicles (Anna/ES Tohannis I
and Bskaffs Annales regnum Iyoasu II et Iyoas, )" are compiled under the series
title Corpus Scriptorium Christianorum Orientalium (The body of the Oriental
Christian writings). But, the other two chronicles of Iyasul and the life of the king
Iyasu (Annales regis Iyasu I and Annales du roi Iyasu)® are not grouped under
this series. The researcher opts to study the three compiled works of GU!ldl je,
Chronicle of Yohannes because it is most applicable for doing narratnve
techniques in terms of its completeness of the text and a critical edition than that

of manuscript of the chronicle.

4 Historical record of yohannes, bakaffa, and Tyoas
5 Historical record of King Eyasul and the life of the king lyoas.

11



1.6.7 A.chronicle of Emperoir Yohiannes IV

In this chromcle Basset, mentions, the throne name of the kmg Yohannes named

?adlaf Sdgdd, the hosting of the local council and also the torching of Abba

Chrestodolose which are found in the chronicle of Yohannes.

1.6.8 An Amharic edited of Tegbaru Adane
He is a student of philology of Addis Ababa University edited a book ent|tied
G900 WONG: 2.0 hond . 2eh 7N wi o0 (King ?adlaf Sagéad with 2000
historical mimeos). He tends to work on the structural approach in classifyiné the

different stages of the king’s regime, in giving a heading and opening remark for

each and every event and action of the chronicle.

Also, he sees and criticizes the sequencing of the story which narrates the story

of the king’s grave before the whole story of the king narrated below:

ARG OOoN.e TR 1A AdAG 1L NAD
AT ANAGC HEAZ°? Nhee hTh @OTAT O
flevs 9°0A Qoo @LTISH: guhih 1T @wTONs
goNA 904 HEOAAR A2 N ACVATr il
PNLU DL E.M.N hn L mhdne v?iao 0N A0
Ao avdels WILLT O0BA 2200 P

To the respected and great king of kings radlaf Sagad
who was name after the name of evangelist John by
the grace of God and his name harmonized with the
evangelist's faith and deed who chases demons when
people pray by the grave of the saint. If people to touch
the soil where his body listed, they will be cleansed from
all their sickness (p, 4). ’



The editor's work has been helpful for my research, specifically the heading and

remarks he made preceding events in the chronicle.

1.6.9 Sergew HableSelassie (1972), in his work entitled Ancient
Medieval ahd Ancient Ethiopian History to 1270 states that the chronicle
was written under the supervision of principal scribe (?4za’z), traditionally known
as Tsehafe Tezazat (Séhafe tdzazd) usually a church man, who have a thorough

knowledge of the time.

1.6.10 Tkla Tsadeq Mekuria (1974), in his book entitled ha% AN
2390 hih A% B2 LEh, mentions the writers of the chronicle of Yohannesl

namely Walde Hymanot and Sinoda.

1.6.11 "A brief assessment of the Menilek version”,

This is an article of Dr Ahamed Hussion gives valuable and general information

about the chronicles of the Ethiopian Ge'ez manuscr'ipts of different versions. He

ESee C L. | P

descries the biography of the King fadlaf S4g&d to glorify his royal pedigree, and

his words and deeds and the king is castigated by those of the contenders and

enemies of the king.

More general some Ethiopian scholars such as Ephrem Eshete, Antenhe Awake,
and Samuel Yalew did their MA thesis on Ethiopian Ge’ez Manuscripts, espééially
on selected Ethiopian Hagiographies. Narrative techniques of three selected
“Ethiopian Hagiographieé (Gadld Gébrd Manfes Qidus, G&dl4 Krestos Samra, and
- Gédié’G/KrestOs); the roles of narrators in Ge'ez narrativés and the structure of

Ga&dld Tékla Hyménot respectively. Except for Ephrem’s work, the other two



researchers did not recdgmmend to study and apply the necessary ';.Jnarr‘ative

techniques and structural study upon the Ethiopian chronicles.

A story in a chronicle is a narration of the past events and actions, and a
conglomeration of stories that narrates or mentions daily experiences. The

primary task of the researcher in this study goes to the narrative techniques of

the story of chronicle of king Yonannes I ?éalaf Sagad.

14



CHAPTER TWO  :
2. A Brief Introduction to the Narrative of the Chronicle of

Yohannes
A chronicle is a narration of past events and actions of a given period of history.
The chronicle narrates facts, legends, and myths often with Biblical allusions. In
addition to this, the scope of the chronicle is an interpretation of events, that

reflect a parochial and partisan outlook of the time (op, cit; 78).

According to Ullendorf (1945), chronicles are essentially annals which are mostly
closer to the hagiographical species than to Western conceptions of

historiography.

King Yohannes is not an exclusive subject in the story of the chronicle. We get
also other important participants in the narrative i.e, Ddjzmach Zemardym, Fairs,
and Balge. The chronicle of Yohannes was presumably written by the chronlclers
Welde Haymanot and Sindoa (op,cit; 963). The chronicle does not give a clue

out the background of the author either in the preface or in the conclusion.

Also, the story of the chronicle is not narrated in well organized and structured
way. Additionally, the story is not narrated according to their order of
occurrences. The chronicle is not arranged either in parts or in chapters, but it is

narrated haphazardly.

2.1. Narrative Structure

The general arrangement of the story goes as the narration of different events
and actions of the chronicle. Even if the time gap of the story is divided into
. months, events are not narrated and arranged keeping an eye on all months of

the year. Each month does not follow its own peti-structural scheme. It has no

15



opening remark which starts with "The '['-Jame of the Father, the Son and the Holy
Spirit”. As a result, the months do not seem to contain a form of self contained

pattern which are narrated in a causal way.

The narratives of the chronicle are presented on the basis of three types of
paragraphs:

a) Long paragraph

b) Medium paragraph

c) Short paragraph

The first month of Maskaram has a special feature different from the other
months of the year; it is always rendered with announcing of John the Apostle
heralding the coming of the New Year, as in John the Apostle’s opening remark;
Wl WC aOhds® S0 Nhd4 P20 [On the day of John of  Month of

Maskaram begins on Friday].

Secondly, the narrative of the chronicle does not have a standardized narrative
pattern, which focuses on the characters’ introduction and order of activities.

Thirdly, Taddess (1970), describes the three parts of the Ethiopian
hagiographies: The first part describes authorship, date of composition and
family background. The second part deals with the formal pact between God and
a Saint. Thirdly, astounding miracles are attributed to the Saint, accomplished in
his/her life time or posthumously. The chronicle of Yohannes does not lend itself

to the stereotype division of the Ethiopian hagiographies follow the pattern.

In the beginning, the writer narrates the miracle of the king before the whole

story of the king is narrates. It is mentioned on page 10 in this paper.
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The general narrativég of the chronicle is not narrated in peti-s@*ucturai seif
contained way and is also devoid of structural elements. However, the following
events: On page 4, the severe disease of the King ralam Sagad, the deep sorrow

of his followers, and also the funeral of King caused in his death; the
assessment of the heretical teaching of the ?frongd, (p, 10), and the journey of
the Eyesus to fight against people of .Malaba (p. 27), the coup attempt against
the King radlaf Sagad by the main participants of the story i.e, Faris and

Zemadryam (p. 28), and also the war narrative of the two subjects i,e, Faris and

Zemadryam are narrated in a form of peti structural and causal relationshlip way.

Similarly, the following events are narrated in allotted months of the year:
In the month of Tigmt, the journey of Abeto Eyesus to fight (p. 27); in the month
of Tahesas, the journey of Faris to fight (p, 29); in the month of Ter, the attempt

of a coup against the of King 7adlaf Sagad by Faris and Zemaryam; in the month
of Yekatit, the sending of mediators in seeking forgiveness; in the month of
Miyaziya, the coming back of the reconcilers; in the month of Genbot, the
unsuccessfulness of committing a coup detat. (pp, 28-29). Also, the minor
subjects of the stories i.e, the journey of the S'ab’a Endarta (people of Endarta)

to fight (p. 29) are narrated according to the above pattern.

In contrast to the above, the extraordinary events of the chronicle are not

arranged by the given months of the year.

- Given theory of propp’s, the five elements of the narrative found creaﬁng total

effect towards the general nature of the story are mentioned below:
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A) bxaggerarea narrative

In each and every narratives elements of the narratlve praising of the King 7adlaf

S&géd is narrated reputedly. However, it does not significantly help for the

development of the story.

B) The emphasis of narrative

The order of the king_is a central point of the narrative. The king ordered major
and minor events recorded in the chronicle such as the hosting of different local
councils, and also proclamation of war to fight against his opponents, the
carrying of the Ark of covenant and to celebrate feast of Epiphany as well as the
gathering of the intellectuals of the Holy Trinity to mediate the word of God (p.
47). The knowledge of the king in both spiritual and worldly affairs is vital.
However an exceptional action being done without the knowledge of the " King

Yohannes is mentioned below:

@Ak U AINA AR TRNU A9 N P 1l
AOAGE (1€ @K he hehraoe BPAT @aoiF PTG AT°
THL YT N4PL Chirav

At that time, without an order issued out from our King

of Kings 7adlaf Sagad, all the mighty men and the
fighters went out from the town out of their own
interest (p. 44).

C) The hosting of the seven religious councils
The writer extensively describes the hosting of the different local councils which
deal with the dogmatical, canonical, and traditional teachings of the _Church;

" Theses are elabofated upon pages 51-53.
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D) Narrative of Journey
The narrative of the chronicle entails the narrative of Journey extensively. Events
and actions of the chronicle are mainly narrated while the unknown subjects are

wondering from one ordinary place to the other:

ML I w9 ahrS 0N N9CA- hae havi
n@- Hemd- maod-hin HPn aoihvil- @ww (13
A 2N STAAP  ANel nCh-Les T @®LALHP
nne n”\,’f‘:"

After this, they went from Askuna. When they heard
that Agaw of the Chara and Matékéle arose in revolt and
killed monks and defiled arks of the covenant saying,
‘Let churches be closed and houses of idolatry be
opened’ (p. 17).

E) Narrative of war
Wars are widely recorded in the chronicle conducted by the main participants of
the narrative: Ddjazmach Zemardym, Faris, and Balge. The king is also involved

in the field of battle and sends his troops to fight.

The central point of our evaluation is to see how significant the aforementi.oned
subjects for the entire development of the story. Without their participation, the
narratives of the chronicle could not have been meaningful. The interaction of the
three important subjects occupies more space and time than that of the King's
action in the story of chronicle. Some minor participants of the story are also
included such as Abetohun Eyesus, S'ab’a Wajrat /The péople of Wajrat] and

S'ab’a Endarta /The people of Endarta/. They make a minor contribution to the
-'ongomg development of the story fighting and mvo!vmg at specific events and

actions of the narratives.
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Contrary to this faégt, we see the actions that couid be hinderi'r_:.g the ongoing
development of the‘story: the repetitious narration of journeys, ﬂwe redundancy
of Biblical quotations, an exaggerated praising of the king, and also the
intervention of God in day-to-day experience all combine to hinder the ongoing

development of the story.

The general the story of chronicle seem to have no causal relationship and’
become unrelated and not peti-structural narrative. In the narrative of the

chronicle, we do not have summaries of actions or revisions.

The prevalence of exaggerated Biblical quotations and narrations, the redundant
narrative of traveling make the story difficult, and boring to understand its

nature.

Generally, we draw the conclusion that there is no surface structure to be pointed

out. There is rather an exaggerated narratives of traveling and praising the king.

When we conclude the nature of the narrative of the chronicle; it does not
capture the interest of readers and does no follow systematize narrating. It has
no heading and opening remark on which details the narrative. The narrative also
lacks summarizing form in order to grasp about preceding narratives. These could
lead the reader into trouble. Even then, it has some interesting narrative about

the people’s riot and settlement occurred as consequences of the death of the
King Fasildas:
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After going up on the stage, they beat drums and blew the
trumpet and they proclaimed the message like in the olden
days saying our King Fasilidas has passed away, and we have
enthroned our King Yohannes. Let our friends be pleased and
let our enemies be sad. On that day when this was heard, all
the hearts of the people felt peace and the disturbance of the
country settled down (pp, 4-6).

In general, the writer does not summarize his narrations or revises the subject
matters he narrated for the sake of simplifying the chronicle to the readers.
Additionally, he can not draw a surface narrative structure in pointing out as

heading to summarize the narrative.

2.2. Narrative Elements
In a long narrative composition, there are four types of narrative elements to be
discussed i.e, character, setting, point of view, and conflict. Each of the four

narrative elements has its own distinguishing characteristics (op. cit; 192-193).

2.2 1. Character
This is the most important element in any narrative. It refers to the people who
have distinct personalities. A distinguishing characteristic is revealed through
action of/speech, or by the narrator himself. Additio;na'lly, the following questions
can be raised about the characters in a narrative:
1. What are the characters? |

2. What are they like and what do they do?
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3. What do they want?

4. How do they feel about themselves and their situation?(Ibid).

In the narrative of the chronicle, characters are classified into three types of
narrative contributions. The main participant of the story i.e, Faris, Zemardym,

Abethon Eyesus, and Balge are characterized as warriors and opponents of the

King ?dlaf Sagad. They are also representéd as problematic persons in

committing a coup d'etat against the king ?agd/af Sagad The traits of the

aforementioned participants are not described by the characters. However, there

is an event which describes their needs and wishes. That was committing a coup

d'etat against the King raglar Sagad. Itis narrated as:

Ahhe (460 oUeIC eIy ro%av nedn AT SNa- i
Lam- ah It AN ohNPNd 9700 N-v TP LS
MI°hA KINT Ao hov ShoSh haTl T L
havyl @118 Ah &booe  AOE4TT goxnhh  hav
T30/ AON

They sent Seyuma Adal implying ‘come and send us
three horses and mules with many properties and
with the captured women who may be your maids.
And we submit and obey, but please come fast that
you may be a king over us (p. 26).

The other main character Abethon Delbd Eyesus is mentioned as a man of
courage and ambition that would defeat his enemies. It is narrated as follows:

OO0 Aé-hn 440 ARlE AN ALAN HLL hoo BOA
hoo- A?15.  Hebna a2LY fﬂ_ﬂ-'T} “hooil: Al DL
@01 ALGE OAN Tk
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V\/hé_‘p Faris met Abetohun Delba Eyesus, as Wé:S his
habit, he dispersed the killers of many as they fell down
the cliff and there were people who died (p. 26).

Contrary to this Balge is always given a negative image and being incapable
person to stand before the king:

NALL AN CAP nhe h@ovt @7CTT 70Nk

ATE2 90 AT ACLT DA Ao AP TP
MhOLT LAl Ohhvh PPav P Lao T

When Balge saw the tent pitched and the majesty of
our king coming with many troops who could not be
counted, he ran away to a mountain, and couldn't face
king (p. 22).

From a relatively active participant God is mentioned as a giver of help and

support.

First, the revelation of God's miracle in order to challenge and defeat hetsanatd

Neagusa.

Phao? P A0 YICT NPLL a9 A0 1L AL AN G
NGO QAT OMACKE AhI°el @aviné-l OhL hh
ARG H4h@ AR Al V5T T

Let us go back to our primary concern. God did miracles
at that time, on that hour. And God revealed miracles
and wonders with the hands of these servants who were
sent to capture these children of the King (p. 6).

Second, the fearfulness'of Balge which was happen;ed
by God during war is narrated as follows:



alioe Aih TN QL0L 6T AUk ATLANAG HA
ANY T L ool AACT hhov E@Le QCYA Akl
nan a7

i:

Since the killing was so severe on that day, but let glory
be to God, in the middle of the night because he held
woman's fearfulness in the heart of Balge ( P.22).

A second instance where God is a relatively active participant is where King

radlaf Sagadis mentioned as a king of honor and respect given to him by God is

narrated on page 10 in this paper.

In respect to the other relatively active participants i.e, S'ab'a Endarta and
Wajerat, the writer did not mention about them with the except in relation to

war.

Apart from these, we also get temporal characters; Kostsantinos who particibates
and involves in defending the teaching of the Church. Also hetsanatd Negusd who

gets into conflict for the kingdom with each other. However, their distinct

personalities are not depicted vividly.

In many cases, the different characters of the narratives have no specific action

and speech that describe their distinct personalities.

2.2.2. Setting
This refers to the time and place. It tells where the action develops. Narrative
quesﬁons to be ansWéred byf the narrator are the fdllowing:
" 1. Where is the action taking place? -
2. What does the area look like?

3. Does it have any effect on the character?
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The writer gives both the timeé—and place for each and every element of aci;ion.

The following are some examples:

On Page 4, the severe iliness of the King ?akm Sigdd is narrated by pointing
out the specific time:

hav Aavi~ AT NAND hU-£5 &4 VAd [ Aactk

aGN T D1 O Tl LRU- ATEAT GACAE AT

CANA AT 1 0ht AOA oo ANY U7 AN Oh-Aeoo-
avl) Tyl @4.L4-L NALT S

On the eighth day of October on Sunday, after the third

hour of the day passed, the illness of our King ralam
Sagad started as happens to humans. After this, sorrow
as heavy as stone fell upon all the leaders and very
much upon the Blaten Geta (p.4).

On page 10, the journey of Faris, to fight on 18™ of Tard; the starting of fighting
on the 8" of Yekatit; the support of God to challenge his enemy named

Muhammed are all narrated with their respective times given.

On page 16, the effect of the heretical teaching of ?frongd; the reaction of the
monks against the heretical teaching of the ?frangd; the challenge of the ¢frangd
during the reign of the King ?adlaf Sagad and the advice of king radlar Sagad

not to be affected by the heretical teaching of the ?frangd, the reaction of the
?frongd in challenging the decision. Consequently, a decision was made to'expel
‘the ?frangd via Aringo. All of these a_ré narrated with their respective times and

places.
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On page 17, the celebrations of the feasts of Epiphany, and Estern, the going of
?frongd through the city of Askona, and the disobedience of the Agaw people are

also narrated similarly.

Finally, the arrival of the king's followers at Gonder is also narrated with the time
and place of events. The aforementioned places: Aringo, Agaw Askona and

Gonder give narrative significance towards respecting events of the story.

2.2.3. Point of View
This refers to the “angle” from which perspective the narrative is being told.
From the three types of point of view i.e, first person [I and we] second person
[you] , and third person [he/she/ they] the narratives of the chronicle are mostly
narrated in the first person plural “we” and the third person plural “they”. The
following instance depicts the first person plural “they” and the second person

plural " we” respectively.

Mhavid: ANSC 101 h9° 138C ool 9°ne-9°av- ADI,
AMOZ @71%4 0AS oing. uf i Adgh AT
RN P oo AP OAALNT @Y ICLPav- APD
[A2FPav] (d-btl @aNTSAD. 1097 [o099] Wat
ANANCOA: L

On the 6™ of October, they went from Gonder the place
where they spent the season to fight Lasta. And they
spent the night in Tsada and stayed there for seven
days, ordering the masons and the carpenters and
telling them about the design and the gate of the church

(p-li).- :
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In a relatively the second instance using the second person singular “he” is

0,4, TAUG WOhe T 1A Yl TICor NG G0
OUPICLe9e  Boavs a0 Vil ICoo- TR hG
DNA hov  WTUS  9Crml hae i) ao YL A
w7 9" now we are writing another thing without

considering the old case of Faris and Zemariam But we
entered towards the case of their ancient history in
order to write and say when the secrete disobedience of
Farsi and Zemaryam was reveled (p.25).

narrated as follows:

The only instance where the first person singular ' I' is used is in the following

sentence:

MOADA L NIV aoXh Wi AN h9PhCOTS Hhao-
3 ONA @008

In that winter, an Episkopos named Yohannes from
Armenia came to town (p.38)

Nhav “Lavy, AMN.aNdC AdHh hoo Ths Nanct
Aoz

Just like God appointed me, I ordered that she may be
his wife (p. 36).

The writer tends to narrate himself in the first person plural ‘We'.

2.2.4. Conflict

This refers

in the story. The conflict could happen between an individual and society. The
narratives of the. chronicle are abundant with conflict and fight which happen

mainly among the main characters of the narrative. In most cases, the challenge

to the struggle or problem in which a character is becoming involved

and the fight takes place among individuals.
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Among the individuals the ._arr.i;-ors Faris and Zemardyam get into conflict WTth
the people of Garalta, Wajerat, Talo, Kulan and also Begamadr in seeking

supremacy over them.

Secondly, an example of conflict of the unknown subjects with people of Agaw

and Matara are narrated on page 17 in this paper.

2.3. Characterization

In the chronicle of Yohannes, human beings are the main participants of the

story. It is equally important to bear in mind, however, that the interference of

heavenly being [God] is given due emphasis in the life of King ?adlaf Sagad.

In this chronicle, there are two kinds of characters: heavenly (Holy and evil spirit)
and ear;c_hly characters (human beings). The heavenly character (God) and Satan
are sprit nevertheless they interact like real people. The earthly characters are
like the king and other major participants of the story. These earthly characters
are classified into three categories based on their degree of involvement§ and
participations. Here, it is bretty good to define Characters as a reasonable
facsimile of a human being with all the good and bad traits of human beings are
as follows:

1) Active participants: Ddjazmach Zemardyams Faris, and Balge

2) Relatively active participants: Unknown subjects, King 7adlaf S&gad, God,
Abetohun Eyesus, S'ab'a Endarta and S'ab‘a Wajrat. _
3) Passive partmpants Those who are menttoned by the writer do not have

meaningful contribution for the development of the story. For |nstance we

see the following extract from the text.

literally azmaC or commander of the daj, or gate, a military title later accorded to important courtiers
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On the 12" day, Walda died and on August 4" the
Humble Waldé oraka is appointed head of the prison.

(p. 14).

2.3.1. The Subjects: Ddjzmach Zemardym and Faris

The two major participants have partial, peti-structural and selfcontained

narrative in committing a coup d’eta against the king 7adlaf Sagdd (see page, 43

in this paper). Overwhelmingly, they also participate in various occasions of war
throughout the narratives of the chronicle. Thus, they have significantly played at

the development of the story.

2.3.2. The Subject: Balge

He has a massive participation in the story of the chronicle opposing and fighting

with his two major opponents: Zemarfyam and Faris. Like his opponents, he also

engages repeatedly in various occasions of war challenging and fighting with the

king and against his enemies.

2.3.3. The unknown Subjects
Many times, the writer does not vividly mention the personality traits of either the
passive or the active characters. Here, the writer describes the specific function
of the unknown subjects. They have a Ilttle participation in the narrative of the

journey as well as celebratlng the major and minor feasts of Chnstlamty

- considered the following:

T .
Keeper of the house the prsion
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After this, on the 20" day of December, stand out from
Gonder. And they spent Christmas in Sarka. And they
went down the road of Gumbale and they celebrated
Epiphany in the land of Damot by the name of the
Butula (p. 14).

2.3.4. The Subject: God

He is an exceptional heavenly being who interferes in the life of the king 7adlaf

Sigad in the entire narrative of the chronicle. However, God’s interference is

universal but it does not play a significant role in the narrative of the chronicle.

2.3.5. The Subject: King Yohannes

The throne name (#?an av39 717 of King Yohannes I is called 7adlaf Sagad. He

was also known by the nick name “righteous Yohannes”. He was brought up well. He

learnt the holy books of the New Testament in his childhood. He learnt to hurl tlﬁ&

------ the horse and to swim in the water (Ibid; 8m
He marries Sabld Wingel, the son of Gébra Méskal, who was a man of religious
background and highly regarded by the society. The writer narrates his family

background in slightly exaggerated way.

Genefally, the writer shows a tangible background about the king’s life. But he does
not mention the place where he was born and the date of his birth. Addttlonally, the
writer does not indicate when and where the King acquwed his ‘traditional sports and |

church education are narrated below:



IOUL aOANG P NA-¢ DGO ORI A0 OCHD
VL LCNE WG @184 POT ARG CALh @A
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After this child was born, he grew up with good advice,

he studied holy books of the Old and New Testament.

After this, grown up, he learnt to hurl the lance, to

shoot the arrow, to ride the horse, and to swim in

water. And his father gave him a woman named Sibli

Wadngel, a daughter of G&bri Méaskal from the upper

echelon who loves the couple. The couple loves each

other. And they are united with humbleness (p. 4).
However, the story of the king has not peti-structural and self-contained
narrative which revolves around the king’s actions and deeds, he participates in
transmitting proclamation of war as well as in giving order to fight against Balge.
Additionally, he orders to held different religious councils and also monthl;}‘and
yearly Christian feasts. Thus, we can say that he is relatively an active participant

towards the development of the story.

2.3.6. Subjects: Abetohun Eyesus, S'ab'a Endarta, and S’ab’a
Wajrat
Eyesus has minor contribution to the narrative of the war. And he supports the
king to fight his opponents. So he is relatively played an important role in the

story of chronicle.

Although, peo'ple of Endérta and Wajrat do not play an important role on the going

development of the story they have a little narratives of journey and war.
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2.4.1. The Helpers of Ddjazmach Zemarfyam
Faris is a direct assistant of ZemarSyam in committing a coup d'etat against the

King ?aodlaf Sagad. The following passage justifies the reality:

ONO-~Al: OCT 00 4% 440 OUTICEIY hTAN
a0 i 0l ARTILOY w11l hONE A1 Al
fav nCA AL LN 4 A AL OF AN
9°nA AN IPe @9 Al Lo Pl Ad Lha-Sh
N1l it heo't @118 Ah Shao- (04T
gonnl-h hao 1752 AN

In that month, when Faris and ZemarSyam conspired
to commit coup d’etat against our lord, King of Kings

radlaf Sagad, they sent the leader of Adal saying ‘send
to us a horse and three mules with enormous wealth
and captured women, who are your wives. We
believed you and submitted to you. Just hasten your
coming so that you reign over us (p. 28).

He is also supported by the specific support of King’s prayer to be saved from the

~Atenrn AfF coarnan + C
PUISUINT Ul St paiit. o

Zemariym. It is narrated below:

Ao ad PRA ANl AW NI ROAE AR
Nheo Ad ANLaNAC ASOAN A9 V9°1 AARGT
A rahA

Through the power of his prayer, God saved King of

“Kings ralaf Sdgad in similar fashion as he saved Paul
from the poison of a serpent (p. 32).



2.4.2, Helpers of Faris, Balge, and Unknown Subjects
The main subject of the story ZemarSyam is a direct supporter of Faris during his
involvement of committing a coup d'etat against the King 7adlaf Sagad. The main

helper of Faris i.e, ZemarSyam has a meaningful contribution in committing the

coup d’etat.

Balge does not get direct and indirect assistance who play an important role in

the narrative of the chronicle.

Like Balge unknown subjects have no direct and indirect supporters in their

involvement of the story.

2.4.3. The Helper of the King 7adlaf Sigéd

The King 7adlaf Sdgad does not get human support in the entire narrative of

chronicle. Even if the King is very close to his son Abetohun Eyesus, we cah not

say that his son is a helper of King ?adlaf Sdgad as indicated below:

OOVe Al UA@ P 1T WO AL R9CaCT
TC whh OCT T L3P aodwRn 04 TP
a9y PN avy il I NS AU hofe
ATH 2NN A9 NG NI°LL KA C18.0h U1dh
UL Y2 @AY 190 114 a8t ANA - Ad
vam- 7°0A¢ ao?°ha.h N 2Na-h Aoe +oo?Th 0
alh 292740 1 Nah. Ca0C ALU NaLU- ahy-
heh hl? ma'k Sal'l, tTao? T IL¢ '
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In this place from tif-.e month of January to May King of

kings ?adlaf Sagad sent message through intellectuals
and governors to his son Abethoun Eyesus, reiterating
‘Why do you live in a land of unbelievers leaving your
nation, which is the land of religion and why do you
heed insane people around us when they say, 'if you
return to your father, he will imprison you' “Is there any
person who would tie his hand with his own hand. Is not
your hand my and? Return to me now” (p. 51).

2.4.4, The Helper of Abetohun Eyesus
The specific support of God helped Abetohun Eyesus defeat his enemy; it is
narrated below:

ALY U ANLANALC T12A @avPh AnlA AN
AL hoo SO L [AAAA] Nhoo G ao .
MmNt LOAL G Loo- ARG

At that time Gdd gave him courage and victory for
Abetohun Delbd Eyesus to run after them as a book
says two people can run after multitudes (p. 27).

Secondly, the advice of his father King ?adlaf Ségdd to his son not to be

influenced by unbelievers seems to be a gesture of support for his son as

mentioned in the Ge'ez passage (p. 32 n this paprer
2.4.5, Helpers of S’5b’a Endérta, and Sab‘a Wajrat

Those people do not have supporters either individually or collectively in their

involvement of the story.
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25 Opponent
2.5.1. Opponents of Ddjazmach Zemarfyam

The main opponent of ZamarSyam is the son King Yohannes, i.e, Abetohun Eyesus

who challenged and defeated him very strongly.

People of Wajrat and people of Menguda were not important opponents of

ZemarSyam while he was traversed in the place where his opponents lived.
Seyumé Lasta and Hamelmal are frequent opponents of ZemarSyam by creating
trouble upon his life. M&ldk Amh& Tseyon is also strong opponent of Zemariyam

who caused destruction of the house of Zemarfyam. Halibd Wangael, Seyumad

wajrat, Janamora are a minor opponents of him.

2.5.2. Opponents of Faris, Balge, and Unknown Subjects

Abeto Eyesus is a strong opponent of Faris while they are fighting with each
other. Eyesus was a courageous man defeating his enemies, and he persecuted

iz

his main opponent Faris as far as Cecet:

DO A9°H 44h 9%t AnCAN L7313 @1¢ AN
e QUPL Oh Al CAN ALAN hao ATIS.

When Faris heard the coming of the Eyesus, he felt
pangs of fear and went away as far as Cecet and
Abeto Delba as he is used to (p. 28).

The minor subject of the stories i.e, Biniyam is a strong opponent of Faris fighting
“and challenging him :C;uite frequently, whereas people of Garalta are weak

opponents of Faris.
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The strong op;:;;enent of Balge is God who entered the fearff;lness of women in
the heart of Balge so that, he will be defeated by his enemies when the killing
was so severe:

Adew A PTA 0GR AT QU ATILANAC AL
AT VUL a0idel AAA Ahlon LY GCY1 Wil
nan aa’

Since the killing is so severe on that day, but may glory
be to God who entered fearfulness of women in the
heart of Balge (p. 22).

The second major opponents of Balge are Faris and Zemariyam who attack him

quite frequently.

The third strong opponent of Balge is King vadlaf Sagad challenging and fighting

him during war.

The fourth opponents of Balge are people of Begemedre who are keen to fight

against Balge:
FeAT (LA LC ACT o0 L0-C Haeo- X000 AN
TaUR 2 D A Ada QA

The greatest of the Begemeder went out up to the
mountain called Tsegaba with out the order of the
king, they are keen to fight Balge (p. 45).

Lastly, the leaders of the Begemeder who do not have an important role in the

narrative of the chronicle are a great opponent of Balge was defeated by them.



2.5.3. Opponents of God, and King 7adlaf Sdgad
While the killing was so severe, God entered the fearfillnes of women in the heart
of Balge so that he will be defeated by his enemies easily. The enmity which

occurred between them draws Balge to become a strong opponent of God (see
the passage p. Ré-1Nthi s P&Per

Balge is a strong and indirect opponent of King ?adlaf Sagad in attacking and

fighting the king'’s troops who were sent to fight against him.
The second important opponents of the king are ZemarSyam and Faris. who

committed a coupe d'etat against the King ?adlaf Sdgéd. Faris is a very important

opponent of the two.

2.5.4. Opponents of Abethun Eyesus, S‘ab‘a Endérta, and S’
b‘a Wajart
Faris is a strong opponent of Abeto Delbéd Eyesus during their fight. Faris was

defeated and went away as far as Cecet in fear of his opponent like Eyasu.

Also, he has weak opponents who entertain riot, and people of Hareko. Whereas,

Yohannes son of HawarSyat and ZemarSyam are strong opponents of Eyesus.

People of Iyebeto, beta mardyam and Wkorkora are strong opponents of S'ab’a

Endérta (people of Endarta) while they were traveling in different provinces.

While Zemaryam is a strong opponent of Sib‘a Wajrat people of Darweta and

Melawe are indirect opponents of S'db’a Wajart during war.



2.6. Syper Helper: ‘ I
2.6.1. The Super Helper of Zemardyam

God is the super helper of ZemarSyam, while he is fighting vﬁth his opponents i.e,

Balge and Abethon Eyesus. God favored Zemardyam in order to defeat and
challenge his opponents. The superhelper God supports the subject Zemardyam
in bestowing power and in giving advice to challenge his opponents as in the

following passages illustrate:

Qu-d: 81040 AM.aNhC h9°Ah Ahd-hin HLOT
ALEANTTT HO1409° L°NC 2LA nh L LLET (advl:
710’1

But, may God, lord of Israel made Ddjazmach Zemaryam
strong twice one day be blessed (35).

Ak S 10Zn Hhal °amé 9°ns- ALEANTT hav
- R [AAANAE].

But may God who revealed secret advice to Dadjazmach
Zemaryam be blessed in order to defeat his enemy (p. 45).

support of the super helper gives him courage to defeat his enemy

¢
two times. So the support of God is an essential element to fight his enemies.

2.6.2. The Super Helpers of Faris, Balge and Unknowri
Subjects

Three of them have no super helper in the narrative of the chronicle.

2.6.3. The Super Helper of the King 7adlaf Sidgad

Even if king ?adSlaf Sagad is ;Ight behind God, it is not clearly indicated in what way

he is supported by God. In some occasions, the king was assisted by God while he

was fighting with his enemies at Aringo. The super helper God had given him the
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grace qf omniscience to overcome his opponents. Direét and indirect interferences of
God in the life of King ?adlaf S&gad have no meaningful contribution for the

development of the story.

2.6.4. The Super Heiper of Abetohun Eyesus
The super helper God'has a positive impact on the life of Eyesus while he was
fighting with his weak opponents i.e, S'db’a Endarta (people of Endarta)and S'éba
wajrat (people of wajrat). The super helper assisted him a lot in such away that
he would be able to defeat his opponents easily. Even if the specific support of
God helped him defeat his enemies, it does not have all round contribution for
the development of the story.

A%l oun ATaNduC 2LA @avPh Aalf LAN
AfLAN OALL oo [AAANA-E] Nhor L, aoX WG @tk
AL L Pav- \hH\G:

On that day, God gave power and victory for Abeto
Delda Eyesus, and his enemies fled as the book says
two can flee the multitude (p. 27).

2. 6.5. The Super Helper of $’ & b’a Endirta, and S’ & b’a Wajrat
We do not not find specific or all round supports of the super helper in the life of

Sé&baEndarta and S’ab’a Wajat in the story of chronicle.

2.7. Object

It is important to realize that the chronicle of youannes is a narrative of different
events and actions. It is not peti-structural and self contained story, but rather it

-is a story, which is narrated haphazardly. The major participants of the story:

Zemardym, Faris, and Balge, King ?7adlaf Sdgda, and other minor participants of

the story are involving and contributing for the general development of the story.
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In the story of the chronicle, we de not find an exclusive agent who can play are

important role in the story of chronicle.

Since story of the chronicle is narrated haphazardly and in an unstructured
framework. It is difficult to point out a tangible object from the nature of the

chronicle. From the researcher’s point of view, the object of the chronicle seems

to bé written to praise and honor the king ?adlaf S'ég'ad in general.

2.8. Receiver/Beneficiary

2.8.1. Receiver of Ze mardyam, Faris, Balge, and Unknown
Subjects
The above mentioned subjects i.e, Zemaryam, Faris, and Balge do not have
specific and all round beneﬁt in the narrative. Whereas, unknown subjects give a
little benefit in facilitating the way the king passes through the city to be honored
by the inhabitances.

The mercy of God which is transmitted through the mouth of the King has got its

own specific benefit for the imprisoned people to free them.

The following passages depict God’s beneficiaries towards imprisoned people:

AdoIMEE  ATPT ANA ATNLANGG AAAS® PA
VLT Nhde TFT B ATH SNA ¥% ook
hao @140 hd ourC IH‘%/”(.

On the 12™ of October, God transmitted the mercy for

the world through the mouth of the king who says; ‘tell
the message for all prisoners to be released’ (p. 4).
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2.8.3. Receivers of King sadlaf Sagad
The imprisoned people who were released by the medicine of King ?adlaf Sagad
are also indirect beneficiaries, whereas Kefla Giyorgis and Akale Krdstose are

becoming direct beneficiaries of the king ?adlaf Sdgad during their mutual fight

and challenge. The functions of both direct and indirect beneficiaries are not

having an important role for the development of the story.

The son of King Abetohun Eyesus is also a beneficiary of his father’s advice to lead

his life unconsciously and properly (see the Ge'ez passage on p. 33.;”%}7[5 paper

2.8.4. Receiver of S'dba Endérta, and Sib’a Wajerata

There is no one beneficiary who benefited from Séb‘a Endart and Sab’a waje?at.
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CHAPTER THREE
3. Narrative Times
3.1 Order of Narrative Time

3.1.1 The Arrangement of Events and Actions of the Chronicle
On the bases of a common opening remark of the stories: @Cv «2nhd. 9> nievy

£ h20 07La? (September on the year of Jone the Apostle) the writer always

arranges events and actions of the chronicle.

Mark the Apostle is the only ‘remarking of the story. It is narrated as follows:

Mhao  TMES. 152K Kh9° Ohl~ O®L8  av’¥lA
ao- gy NG a0 iAC NheeFACY [HACP] NP 8778
aavl (lllevy 29CEN O TUAP

On the 11" day of the month they sent out from Sekut
and went to Matkal way of Manthr when it was already
seen during the epoch of the first year of Mark the Apostle
[p.14].

tha lact mnanth O'F tha vear
Ll 1aou vl 1 Ll )’ il

the given month of the year: w1l A4.A0v
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month of Nehase (p.9].

From the above example, the writer has not mentioned earlier that the month of
July was completed. Thus, from the Chronological point of view, the stories of the

chronicle are not arranged strictly in such away that to keep the allotted months
of the year.

Secondly, events and actions of the chronicle are not narrated according to.their

order of occurrence. However, some stories from pp 27-29 are narrated orderly
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as they happened. The following§ are among the occurrences: In the month.-’fof
Maskaram, the journey of Abethun Eysus to fight and kill (p. 27); in the month of
Tikmt, the journey of Faris to fight against his opponent Balge (p.27); in the

month of Tahesas, the committing of coup d'eta by Faris and Zemariyam against

the King /a0laf Sagad (p. 28); In the month of Yekatit, the reaction of Faris and

Zemaryam in seeking forgiveness from the king. Zadlaf Ségad (p. 29); in the

month of Magabit, the capturing of Zemariyam and the return of messengers,
Finally, the end of the disobedience of Faris and Zemaryam against King’s order
(Pp, 28-29).

A story of chronicle is not narrated according to their order of occurrence and

peti structural self contained way.

Thirdly, there are no different events and actions which are narrated according to

the linear time arrangement: In the beginning, middle, and the end of the

narrative.

Fourthly, the writer tends to apply the following different approaches and
methods in the story of chronicle.

A) A biased outlook of the writer
The writer shows a biased outlook of the story when it narrates the story of war;

God favored the king’s side and too his followers. The following story depicts the

prejudiced view of the writer:
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And God gave them great power and victory until for the
troops of king none is left, but Mohammed escaped and
ran in to the place of sehnar (p.10).

B) Recording of Natural and Manmade Phenomenon
Occasionally, the writer narrates the natural and manmade disaster of the time

such as famine, calamity so on and so forth: page 13, and 27

C) Arguing Biblical narrations and quotations

Throughout the story of chronicle there is usage of biblical narrations and
quotations appur much. The chronicler is at times a direct and indirect quarter of
the Bible. An example of its direct quotations can be found from the Psalms of
David (112;7) Hat: A0t chovdl ookhe NTOEE S50~ A heo [A0A] UPT
WC mLwre> a1t AVHO- when it was the day of Thursday, they came

through twelve routes in great multitude like that of the number of the sands of

the sea, and they sto

ty, an example of his direct
from psalm (2;7), mae:e nit- okt f9° @oaLhh you are my Son I have
begotten you today [p.41]. And from Luke 9;24 931+ L04h AANA AR ffie
AN oAl h OG0 (WA - Will a person gain anything if he wins the whole world

but loses his life (p. 32).

From the researcher’s point of view, it is worth considering the reason why the
chronicler did use greatly these Biblical quotations and narrations is to show how
the divine authority that God vested on the emperor. Even to make the story

more convenient, it also compares the outstanding figures of the Old Testament

period: King David and the prophet Joshwa with the life of king radlaf Sagad.
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D) A metaphorical approach of the wrii;er

The chronicler narrates the story of chronicle in more illustrated and elaborated
manner. An example of this a metaphorical approach used in narrating the
following passages:

NANG OA T Aaohy 7299 445w LE4UYT L9 PE0 e
a0FIN G @A AS WACHL A 3PP hdov hndha
AN Pav P hoo LPm-9° NGO GVC AL 754,
ANT OOAIT OO haoht Rdav s A0 ZAhL Ohoo
ATLE AN AOCHD hoo 1.2, XK h-Aeovs oo 33 R9°
TLFE ATANA NOTIUH 710 V12771 WOAG: (18

On the 7™ day, when the day turned cloudy Dé&jazmach
Demeyanos went to Damot and he destroyed the front
and sacked all its properties. It is because Balge could
not stand before him like grass can not stand fire. On
the 8" day when darkness came and the sun shone as
usual, at that time all the leaders went away scattered
like the cloud. The leaders, by the order of the King
came out of the town to fight (p,41).

ONO A LTRA AaD A0 A2 AChT0 Addk A0S 7T 1979
TRPE N TIW 1T ROAR (12 heao Rk

VAT

~If it was not the case that Abba Tsega Kardstos
extinguished the fire of uproar, through the water of

love with Nogus Nagdasta ?adlaf Sagad, they would have
not quarreled (p. 43).

E) Utilizing a lot of time

The writer utilizes a great deal of time for long and short stories of the chronicle.
The common usages of the time indications are day, week, month, and year. Also
the writer mentions different kinds of time indications Such as gize katre (LM
1C) (Noon), gize nagah (Tt ¥7v) (Moring), ameha (he%Y) (At that time,) and
sanita (A%.7%) (On the following) are rarely used in the following pages: 26 ,27
and, 46 respectively.
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At noon, Abeto Delba Eyesus the protector of the
government and the pride of the adults separated Zayd,
Hesem, and Hyeloy

ALY WUl AMNANAKC 18A Mav®Ph AR AN
ALON OALLov [ARAAE] Ohav B, oo UG OFI:
LALLCDao AWNNG @AY A2 T 940 700 1657

At that time, God gave power and victory to Abeto
Delbé Eyesus to run after them his enemies. As the
Bible says two run after multitudes. And by then, Faris
was stabbed on his back by a javelin

F) Issue of credibility
In most cases the story of chronicle might raises an issue of credibility on the
readers side when it narrates the stories with a lot of biblical narrations and

quotations in order to narrate an exaggerated narratives of the chronicle.

The researcher points out some of these stories which raise the issue of credibility

in the following pages:

ngo-t: oar COLT 9°&C VAL VIS 3
On that day the earth shook with the capture of children
of the King [p. 7].

And on page 29, /%Y b1 TR0 HAANd: A9°AA
@0t oL oo

At that time there Was joy which had no equal in the
town

Finally on page 49 L.71iman. 9°0A  LEAUTT hdd-1

taofm @0 TR AINA LChNPoo. (LA ha
@T7W G AN 9PAA ADA 31 YT RAAG

46



FONIE MABA WL I A9 D40 hepeane MyGH
R R e R T B

Having jailed them with D&jazmache Asrat, they returned
to the town without meeting them on that day. There
reigned a deep sorrow which has no likeness upon King

fadlaf S&gad and upon felt dtege the Queen of the world

and upon all the priests of Ethiopia and devotees of

religion (p. 49).
G) A paradoxical approach of the writer
A passion experience of Christ that was happed by the Jewish people was
compared with the life of the King Yohannes in paradoxical way:

N ONLav- C.avli ANL LU h\ LLLI qo..
NP1 120 P8 ave DAL ATNMLANNC VP A VA
av 37 ULl (hov-99% 4.0

Their madness seems like that of the Jews who accused
the King of Kings first the Son of God who they
condemned to death for having received the dead and
cured the sick (p, 50).

3.1.1.1 Retrospection and Introspection

7, PR T ey 2
F1.1.2 Retrospection/Analepsi oo

Retrospection is an action (technique) of reminding o@_act action in the story of
_chronicle. Eventhough we do not find an entire retrospection to remind the past
action, but it is narrated as implying the earlier happenings of the story. The
following short sentences indicates the past actions of the story: mnve g70v.
ML Th hd 04 +57- Meanwhile, they repeated holding a meeting like they
had done earlier (p. 24), 04 FAVE hah Y77 g o S e 2 A U (o7 B N T
@HICeI°- Now we are writing another thing without considering the old case
bf Faris énd Zemarfam (p.25) And also A9°C.401L 1A% -iN T Jéh UWnw
1127 hew e 9o eycen @7LAP, From now onwards, We come back t6 the

story of the king of kings in order to write the food of Mark the Apostk (p.45).
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The oniy and entire retrospection upon}the miracle of God is narrated on page 22

in this paper.

3.1.1.3 Introspection/Prolepsis
An exceptional introspection of the king’s healing action is narrated before it

happens in the story of the chronicle. It is narrated on page 10 in this paper.

In the entire story of the chronicle does not say about the healing action of the

King fadlaf Sagad. So it is not a perfect propels is of the story.

3.1.1.4 Revision of some Important Events and Actions of
Chronicle
Revision of important events and actions is not a usual phenomenon throughout
the story of chronicle. We. find an exceptional revision about the death of the

Semien’s people:

114 90 NARTEY ANA NPT OTRTH AL 2204 eoAhels
NAL Al ANh AN hao AWy 9@y 4vIC Mme,anf,
N1 NduC WA 23 WS 114 h00 HCRY NAL771Y HheY
NA73n4: Wl HhCSY 89, oNhd 1 10 H: TN Treh'
Advd. Nz F-éh (VC] 1Moo AA ANA AL SHAC
Am AT AlLaos RA A Nh ORI OevGPCe Yu-hl-
MANH LG

If we are to write the news of death of other people of
the Semien and of the capturing of Abeto Sa‘ala
malakot by the hand of these people of Lasta the mater
will be too long and the day will extend to night.
Without writing about the wonderful things that we saw
with our eyes and of what happened in that country that
we mentioned before , let us now, therefore, refrain
from writing the history of the people of Semien, and
recall a little of the laziness the city people who love
chaos and belligerence (p. 43).
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From now onwards, we leave out the saying of Antuta,
[i.e, a word for respect and honor of the second person
singular). Antuta is not found in the historical book of
the former and later kings of Israel,the book in the place

of the king of Kings 7adlaf Sagad. We write as in the old
days using the familiar *You' for the chronicle of the king

of King ?adlaf Sagad as we have found it in the book of
the story of the Israelite Kings. We remember earlier,
used the book of history of the David and Solomon
(p.53).
As in Biblical tradition the chronicle uses the familiar “you” in stead of the formal

“You" as in the French “Vous”

Finally the writer tends to arrange the narratives of the chronicle in hosting the

different type of religious Councils.

3.1.2.1. The Hosting of the Seventh Religious Councils

3.1.2.1.2, The Hosting of the First Local Council (page. 9)
The purpose of the To prohibite Youannes from marring his nephew by
council the regulation of the marriage.

The main participants | The church Fathers and Intellectuals

of the council

The decision of the They decided to separate the place of Christian from

council the place of unbelievers.
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1.2.1.2. The Hosting of the Seconcf Local Council (page. 13)

The purpose of the

council

To free the king form the condemnation he faced
without attesting and
the church

reasoning the regulation of

The main participants

of the council

The intellectuals of bétd Ewostatewos and
Tekelhymanot together with Bishop and Akabe Sa‘at

wakes.

The decision of the

council

It is impossible to condemn the king and Bishop
and also intellectuals without having religious
mistake and too without referring Apostolic

tradition.

3.1.2.1.3. The Hosting of the Third Local Council (page.23)

The purpose of the

council

Because of the heretical teaching of the people of
Lsata

The main participants

of the council

Priests participates at the council

The decision of the

council

Confirm and believe the incarnate Nature of God
the word who was born from the womb of Virgin St.

mary

3.1.2.1.4. The Hosting of the Forth Local Council (page. 24) ..

In this council we do not find detailed explanation with regard to the purpose,

the type of participants, and also the decisions passed by the council at all. The

forth local council was hosted immediately after the third local ended.
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3.1.2.1:5. The Hosting of the fifth iocai Councii (page. 24).

The purpose of the

council

To prioritize the role of the law rather than dealing -

the‘issue of religion

The main participants

of the council

Abba Sinoda and the son of the Wald Tnse

The decision of the

council

Condemnation of the leader and other people of

town

3.1.2.1.6. The Hosting of the Sixth local Council (page. 35)

The purpose of the

council

To deal with the rule of the law in relation with the

couple of 7adlaf Sagad and Sabla wangel

The main participants

of the council

Abba Sinoda, Abethun Eyesus, Eda Krestos, the
hermits as well the the intellectuals of betd Abba

Teklehymanot and Abbun Ewostatewos

The decision of the

council

Annule earlier condemnation which prohibited the
king from being legitimatizing Queen S&bli

wangelas as his wife

3.1.2.1.7. The Hosting of the Seventh Local Council (page. 47)

The purpose of the council

In order to justify the union of the word of
God (Jesus Christ) without change and
mixture of His God head and Manhood.

The main participants of the

council

Intellectual of the church of the Holy Trinity

The decision of the council

Justiﬁes the true God head of Jesus Christ
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3.2. Duration of Narrative Ti'i'ne

The chronicler tends to treat the narrative of the chronicle in to four kinds: scenic

presentation, detailed expression, summary, and omission.

3.2.1. Scenic Presentation

In scenic presentation, the stories of different events and actions of the chronicle

are narrated in descriptive and elaborative manner.

In this presentation the major subject of the story: Zemardyam, Faris, Balge,
Delba Eyesus are participating in various occasions of wars and other events of
the chronicle. The narrative of journey, in the story of the chronicle, is narrated

upper much.

Also, the minor events and actions of the chronicle: the inauguration of the newly
built St. Mary church, yearly and monthly celebration of Christianity and also the

appointment of the different regional administration are included in this narrative.

Stories of a distinct feature and a better duration are also narrated according to

the writer’s preference.

A distinct feature is shown between God and the kind 7adlaf Sagad when God

wanted to disseminate His word of mercy through the mouth of the king. It is

narrated as follows:
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m?.‘/"'”; nav TmE-l: ATPYT Wh9°h ANLAN DG nf'f,»ny"
LA TN ORd 3127 i AHE eNa- e f
TONKRN T hew Lol d U hd Aol ey,

After this, on the twelfth of October, word of His mercy
was heard to the world through the mouth of oyr king
and said, tell the message for all prisoners to be
released (p.4).

A better duration of the king -?adlaf Sagad happens to advise his son Abetohun

Eyesus and sent a message through the hand of the teachers and governors.

DOVC Al chamw 37w 117 hoAG: 1L hov A
TC ahh wCy 79070 go3m00 aIVET 9NN ool e
M ONS AWN U NSO A 2A NPl YNNG
NIt heom, P80 ULh v '1 oG] MAI°
1-09°h 1L h NS ANA Al UA®- 700 m9°hAh an
LANAh hoo |gopph a0 anh $hnch

At this place, the king of king radlaf Sagad does not
interrupt sending of intellectuals and governors to his
son Abetohun Eyesus from the month of January to may
and they say, why do you live in the land of unbelievers
leaving your nation, which is the place of religion and
why do you give attention to the news of the mad
people who are with us when they say, “if you return to
your father, he will jail you” (p. 51)2.

On the bases of respect and emphasis of narratives, the writer narrates

selectively various stories about the enthronement and pleasure of Queen Sibl

Wangle caused in the going of the fafranga, from her country.
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Th; following extracts are mentioned from the text of the passages:

AL haoEmil: AS 2 D el aoy )
A2 R e T A @A hao GO
av y LS NPT AL Y0 ANA LA NAOC
T G v VA PL A NLaNC

Then after, on the 20" of December, it became the day
of the coronation of our Queen, and the Queen of our
faith Sabla Wangel like that of the coronation of Queen
Elleni and Sabla Wéangel became Queen, the wife of king
Wanago Sagad, by the will of God (p.7).

ALY D e 2O ANAD LA L dvl
P NLIHAL Uhe LLHE AHaol HaY @419 A
Y2 ANNTIECE hhav hY 9°Xal 597 Ollavy
PEUL N ONA @ OTNE ATLAN GG
AL Nao ¥ KU 2 WAEA9Re
N0e9 ANa @74

On that day, Sabla Wangel became the Queen of faith,
and she became very glad, due to the going of the
foreigner in her time and the religion of Alexandria
became victorious for her, because the coming of the
foreigner took place formerly in the time of the first
Queen Sabla Wangel and, God made the going out of
the foreigner in the reign of the second Queen called
Sabla Wangel (p. 11).

Secondly, the writer narrates about the story of the procession of St. Mary’s tabot

in front of the king radlaf sdgad and the courage of the district of salwa, and

about its heroic recorded are narrated respectively.
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The king passed with great power and much charisma
and majesty because the Ark of our lady St.Mary of Zion
of Gemejabet was advancing in procession of the Crown
of Thorns of Jesus Christ under a canopy (p. 11).

Hh AP hCol Ohcl: L8AN, HIPh 14 hav | P@ad],
MWL avf260 I A AAP Kol a1 O7hh,
HAT T A AL/70T T hUTeel h AP nGk Mhl:
ANTADSh, Hh@-h L0 haohOm- 20-AT Ah-Arao- )
11”0 AAND,

Oh! Salwa, where is your power? Which had defeated
Gragn when he opposed you with gun and canons,
where is your strength? that destroyed Yeshak of forty
nations and where is the fire of your feet? that burnt all
who stood against you like dry wood (p. 35).

3.2.2. Detailed Expression
The hosting of the different local councils mainly revolved around the dogmatic
and traditional teachings of the church. Various Biblical quotations and citations
of the Church Fathers are quoted thoroughly to defend the heretical teaching of
¢afrangd, and people of Lasta who denied the true teaching of the Church were

denounced by the scholars of the time.

3.2.3. Summary

The summary of narrative time is focusing on the social, cultural, and religious
aspects of the subjects. The chronicler narrates personal and religious status of

the king'in a blasphemous way. It is narrated on page 10 in this paper.
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T . [l(?(l,,& 0 AN A Ve £ S T 7 Ol B¢ 17 9 P
allao I dh@-(; P LY y- AS01 ANLOTT “1CLe9° e
H29°% (- 09" 0AY 704 - 1-Chl- Chh- ARTNLOY
ALO0 nCHTO Neqq-T- '
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n AP K@l Onl: 1Lan. H9°h 4% haovo 1-Pmaoh,
MmLL av €60 19T h AAP h@- l. MDAz Ok,
W3l h AL/ b qonUreT A AP hBl WA
ANTANGHh, HAM-ALNET haohfd S0-AT Ah-Aeap. kA
T2 h- AR,
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The summary of narrative time is focusing on the social, cultural, and religious
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the king'in a blasphemous way. It is narrated on page 10 in this paper.
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Eventhough fghe king Susunyos is not the main subject of the story, but the writer
narrates the social and religious aspect of the religion of king Susunyos if)
descriptive manner. Also, the writer comments the social and religious status of

Queen Sabla Wangel. It is narrated below:

Lal:0v Oh°T: ONA AU WD PR ManQip el
AIC MANT ool YA @O0P0AA (KT O CO
IURITrl NGO NS ALY ADYN AP
WabMl AWM A NG OCTOT N9 29950 wSe, QY
MPSh s AXED havy 1L OCER heds G9PY

She is indeed the fruit on the land of the law of the
Gospel, observer of fasting and prayer, bride of purity,
observer of law and ritual, believer of Christ. She is also
gracious and always ready to give alms, strong in her
faith and struggles for truth; and she walks in the right

~way (p. 11).

3.2.4, Omission

Omission is used to summarize about personal, social and religion aspect of the

major subject. In this respect, the chronicler does not show omission in the entire

narratives of chronicle. However, he omits the historical realm of the king ?adlaf

Sagad as indicated below:

A LOa 1ay a0 P Jdh Wirw 1
AOAGT 1L TRV @A NoCH  nd9Pl Ha-odk:
TSI 720, ACICPO @ TAP '

From now onwards, let us go into the beginnings of the

history of the king of kings ?adlaf Sigid so that we
write and say in the month of summer, that is the end
of Mark’s food of the evangelist (p.37).

In the story of chronicle, omission is not utilized for the purpose of summarizing.
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The two paces of narratives, i.e, pace of%acceleration and pace of deceleration
are narrated in the narrative of the chroriwicle. The former is used summarizing
words: AdAd: NAae ANLaNAC (They arrived in peace of God) and
‘TdAov T4 dhlds @114 10k (The cases of dialogue and meeting were
finished) in order to accelerate the stories towards the narratives ofjourneyg and

dialogue are mentioned in the following passages referring to the above terms:

nav Gz A0 (e 200 @Aoo- doo (V15 aoh
ML man- 194 400 17720 @dd. o030 -

@ Taom NG S9°1 Oh 180 hao Rl AN
ANAE Ao A7 ANdC

On the 19™ of genbot, they arrived in Yebabba. And
they fasted in this place after they celebrated the feast
of “Easter.” They set out and went to Zara and they
returned by the route of Damot and they arrived in
Gondar on the 29" of June in peace of God (p. 18).

AT IOhde POMIMSD 1L Y 29 A@-h-l:
WANPAN 010N Pt WA AL PaMIMSh
Lae  Naoy Fn9°%  hAOP20 BN AK9®T A
COONE @av i PSSO HLYLAGN NANAT @LA P8
leoAhd $OAMIMSO LNA* a0 @A VAN TG
HAA 220 ONa 20 AX0PAN AL @Al HANA
AI0NA AN PLOT &N ICe9e
FAMIMSN L0A 5L AMCP hCh-PN ®m9Yao B
LANCANL B0 L Wl ORCP hChTO Nhar SA-
aTSERN OLChn O8P0PEN OhTI oo AAGNA
hCoTLe  @OCPe oA AMNE OANA AR S
FEANTMSN LOAS Aovy TADL AR PROL 00
ANTL ALl OOAL ®ov3d0 T80 ORATE AR
T9 PICLT° DAL h9°AN OAONTE AoodA P
FAMTMSTO LA~ Aoohy (A ALT ONA ATI°P
NaA 400 oNan GCN TA0-9°1 @ao T0AA hah
$AVL BN AA@9° Shoo- ANAR  hedr HeTNAR
Moo Phn 2 5mPhm. @14 Aav 410 i3
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After this, Késtontnos asked a matter of religion to that

archbishop by the order of our king ?adlaf Sagad.
Kostontnos asked the archbishop saying “Who do you
believe in” and he answered that he believes in the body
and united in divinity. Kostontions asked, who was
incarnated from among the Trinity”?. Then the
archbishop answered, “The Son, who was incarnated
from our lady the Holy Virgin Mary”. Kostiontinos, again
asked, “Is the Nature of -Christ one or two?”, The
archbishop answered,” as Atnatewos, Kerlos and
Dayoskoros said, the Nature of Christ is one.” He also
explained that Armenians, Syrians, Egyptians and
Ethiopians believe in that Kostiontinos, asked, “Who do
you bow down for?” The archbishop told him that he
bows down for the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,
for the Virgin Mary and for the Holy Cross. Kostontinos
brought another question “When Christmas and
Epiphany fall on Wenednsday and Friday, do you eat or
fast?” The archbishop said, I fast on such days, but I
eat everything in the time of “Pentecost.” After that,
they finished their dialogue (p. 38).

avin, A0 KAYCINA NA QPL Y LeoIeT
ATSEDN @A AL NCHEN A aoYhAT OAL
NN PIADL: AN YL AP o @ADL
207 A0 (L9 ANNeaos POSNLDT hav  }h LLov<.
I°NANUL LT MAAD-£7F L Aa0 112 1h

A bishop came from Egypy, because of the love of
religion of Abba Atnatewos and Abba Eda Krdstos head
of monks and E¢ge. There is no solution to the issue of
this meeting. Our Bishop Abba Sinoda forbade all the
Jacobites not to join the unbelievers and the lost ones,
and the meeting was finished (p. 42).

The only and typical example of the second pace is dialogue which was held in
the narrative of chronicle in connection with dogmatical and traditional teaching

of the Church by an active investigator i.e, Kostntinos with the bishop of Armenia
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in a vgry elaborate manner of defending the subjéct matter. The dialogue is

narrated pp, 60-61 in this paper.

Additionally, the higher summarized tendency of some events and actions of the
chronicle are narrated in justifying Biblical reference about the death of the King
Fasilidas, which consequently happened immediately after the incident takes

place. It is narrated in the following passages:

Nk oo 3P 0119 qua ML HEN ooy ANk
HCAE A LLAE Aqe-

It is only over here that the saying of the death of
the prophet, “Who is the person who will live and
who will never see death” was fulfilled (p. 4)?

ONTIGU APT22Y Rh3i LI Euh Gy
DLETWT AAATY hony A0 a9eo A ANk
MhCaoao - h-|- vic

We enthroned our king Yohannes. Let our friends
rejoice and our opponents he sad. Having heard this,
the disturbance of the country settled (p. 6).
Contrary to these, the whole narratives of the chronicle are summarized crudely

as on page 20 and 28, are recorded as an example:

OFES'S B NOL R RONITE N MR LU 2L, a9
Rt WM ANNC Ak ANl ALAT® hpge

On that day, joy started until it would to finish in its time
by the grace of God and be Glory to him forever and
ever, -
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AU 1P an';;gn AN DALY AWCHY
ATHANAG h9°AN OG- 180 ATNLhe 4. Ao
LS80 ALAN ALO0

After this, he ran and went away towards Lasta and at
that time God, Lord of Israel, showed His power of
lordship, and the story of the power of Delb3 Eyesus
ended.

From the above passages, the writer did not mention about happiness of the
Delba Eyesus in this narrative.

As we see pp, 24-26 the writer’s preference in narrative techniques; the actions
and events of the chronicle are narrated either selectively or elaborately,
according to his preference. If he considers the main issue of the story, he -

selects and elaborates them based on their utility.

The elaborating stories about the mercy and miracle of God are also narrated

according to the writer’s preferences. It is narrated on page 22 in this paper.

Eventhough the chronicle gives specific time duration towards the whole complex
of the stories he does not treat in equal way of time respective. The common

usages of time in the story of chronicle are: month, week, day, and night are

narrated upper much.
3.3. Frequency of Narrative Times

There are three kinds of répetitions namely Singulative Repetition, Reéetiti{fe
Repetition, and Iterative Repetition. |
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3.3.1. Singulative Repetgtion
It is a kind of repetition which happens in the nature of human life as birth and
death of a person. For example, the death of king Yohannes and Queen Sabni
Giyorgis, and the death of the other ordinary persons are also mentioned in the

narrative.

'3.3.2. Repetitive Repetition
This is an event which is narrated more than twelve times while it has happened
only once. There are no actions and events narrated throughout the story of the

chronicle.

3.3.3. Iterative Repetition

An event which is narrated once while it happens more than once is called

“iterative repetition”. In this chronicle, there is no iterative repetition at all.

Apart from the three repetitions the common intent of the writer is about an
exaggerated prasing and respect of the king ?dlaf Sdgéad in different events of

the story are indicated the following passages:

First on page, 15 71/ VAL N0NEG SN ®7°OA
N1 7C97 o910 aheo Fdhao-C L0 30
ATIOTT CICLI° 198 (- @9°dAY AN h-Chi
Chls AANLAY AL00 nCOB0 Neaq--

The king passed in great power with much dignity and
majesty because the Ark of the Covenant of St.Mary of
the Gemejabete and, with it the icon of Jesus Christ with
crown of Thorns under a canopy.
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First on page, 15 7271 vad. none »ea MI°NA
M 707 @90 whao b P eag - g0
AT ICe9° 198 . o700 A0 h-Chl
CAl: AATILAYT AL nCH0 0L
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Second page on 20 Ahev uUAr ANLaNANC 2700 Tw
I A0AG (1€ Qhoo UAe 9°0A K0 OSPT

For God was with king of kings radlaf Sagad as he had
been with Joshwa and David

Third on page, 34, h9° Lala “rloo?T 4N A
AOLEN NG NP Y12 KON L

From now on, let’s return towards admiring and praising
the king of kings ?adlaf Sagad (p.34).

Similarly, the attention of the writer is also addressing to each and every action

of the king are narrated as an example:

O-AkEL T 1A AnAGs AL APRGE DA
g PriN HRLI® T WA @ANY.0 114 ov'ihdl Ah T0AG

The king of kings never stopped and tired hearing about
monks conflicting with each other during his reign (p.45).

Also, the writer devotes his time to praise God. It is mentioned as follows:

nhaold: AUV OXhe 9PNA WP ANA - OPTA

CNANe G2 vl Al SANUE ARTIHLANAG
Allao @A 087 MCov- G980 ®avPh  HaA ML
[Ha A 104] OHaoy 11220 $59° 1

In 10" of November they went out with troops of fighting
and killing in greatest pleaser and joy when they are
prasing God because they went out in peace having done
power and victories which are not done in the time of the
ancient kings (p. 15).

In addition to the narrative of prasing, the writer narrates the following stories
given due attention about the heretical letter of the lasta and also the impact of

Satan upon the life of monks are narrated respectively.



@O~ ooty (OML 21w V1200 hoAGs 1L G0
YL T AN L4l N4 10h Aachao NG A4
Al AL NONL 9°0C ®avd° il hh9° Ayl A AD
nCO-TO @h-Oeov- QUG @aot il (RE A -
NUS-E ARG AN 3w Tl hoAe vl AR
MY Chvl Al 0n o0k w1 A hYe
" i o 1 1o R ol & Fa

In that place, by the order of the king of kings ?adlaf
Sagad, correct of fight religion and a man of generosity
they made a meeting by the advice of our exalted
Bishop Abba Sidona who is the owner the highest throne
with the teacher of the world Echdge Tsega Krdstos and
all the priests and nobles of Lasta to the king of kings

fadlaf Sdagad because of the heretical teaching which
says God the Father incarnated from the Holy Virgin

(p.40).

Aaoin-a- P Pheeo- AL (Hh Hood (1 Bh®A K
h9® 189Cav- (19°RE Ll il 1IC ondt4Ahae. R
aolY’y 00 eohGoo- 1 HhMAh A9 LANCao- @hlh
-0+ Wt Al 2O [LhANAL o] NNLS U ap-
alS. 9°0N 0\ A

Satan disturbs the monks at large in this year. There is
one who came from his monastery because of a little
matter and he uproots them from place to place. There is
another monk who went out from his monastery and
town. Satan would put them in conflicting with one
another (p.12).

On top of giving the attention to the different events, the writer applies the
Rimmon Kenan method i.e, repetition of similar events of identical motivations
and forms. The writer applies the methods Kenan in narrating about the word of
God’'s mercy through the months of king vadlaf Sdgad in the narrative of the

chronicle at lower case.



Finally, we seé.f the anxiety of the writer about the children Gf the king who were
affecting and challenging the throne of the king Yohannes. The writer narrates
repeatedly about the case of Htsnatd Nogusa in the following passage. The first

one is narrated on page 22 in this paper.

The second one is this:.

NImEAL: ATPLIT MALPave Mh®-AhPov- AAA hAGT
ATl MARLT P oo @0 0NLG  LANC Nhoo @Y,
AINA - CTCo BB NGAh D 0N COLT 9°LC NN hedv
Y14 AMASTT WAVPeos Y N9TRL NAET LD avdha
neatn At 21Ul oo BN N9°NG DA Lhovs
ATLAY @ rrw 120 Ldhin hQh hae 2707 /7

On the 12" October, the children of the king were taken
and brought from town and went up towards the longest
mountain named Wahni without even one being left, On
that day, the earth had shook because of the case of
those children. The capture of the children was done by
the advice of Bdlaten Geta mdlakd Koarodstos. And also our
Lord and king Yohannes himself did not know until he
became king (p.35).

The approach of the writer is always repeating now and then wherever he

considers the events to de repeated as many times as necessary. i.e, story of the

journey, and an exaggerated praising of the king 7adlaf Sagad.
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Lord and king Yohannes himself did not know until he
became king (p.35).

The approach of the writer is always repeating now and then wherever he

considers the events to de repeated as many times as necessary. i.e, story of the

journey, and an exaggerated praising of the king 7adlaf Sdagad.
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CHAPTER FOUR

4. Conclusion

The thesis has tried to discuss the four important narrative techniques of the
chronicle of King Yohannes 1 [?adaf Sdgad]. An attempt has been made to
analyze its narrative structures, characterization, narrative elements, and
narrative-times. From a narrative point of view, the story of the chronicle does
not apply a standardized narrative pattern and also it is unanplanned study of the
subject matter. The story of chronicle is not arranged either in parts or in

chapters, but rather in dividing lines. Even then some demarcation is made in

months.

The writer does not entirely use revision as the major method of hammering his
issues. The story of the chronicle is not a peti structural-selfcontained narrative

which divided the stories into twelve months of the year.

Events and actions of chronicle are not arranged according to their order of

occurrences and lack the linear way of time arrangement.

The story of chronicle is mainly comprising of the three main events, i.e, the
narrative of journey, the hosting of the different local councils, and also an

exaggerated praising of King ?adaf Sagad in the story of the chronicle.

On the whole, the story seems a mere narration of fragmented  events and
actions. And hence, the chronicle does not stand as a structural whole.
Events and actions are narrated by way of traveling from one place to another

and seem more unstructural.
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Structurally, the story of the chronicle is not narrated in peti '::;tructurai—

selfcontained way.

The following events and actions of chronicle are narrated repeatedly and

overwhelmingly throughout the stories of the chronicle.

A) Narrative of Journey
The narrative of Journey is one of the main manifestations of the story of the
chronicle. In many cases, the story of the chronicle is narrated by way of

traveling from place to place.

B) The hosting of different local councils

There are seven types of local councils which mainly focused on the issues of the
dogmatic and traditional teaching of religion. The majority of the councils were
summoned by the order of the king. Intellectuals and local church Fathers were

also the main participants of the councils.

C) An Exaggerated praising of the King ?adiaf Sigad
Throughout the stories of the chronicle, the chronicler plentifully praised the king

in highly exaggerated way of expressing the king’s status.

D) Narrative of battle

War has been highly exercised by the main participants of the story i.e.,
Dajazmach Zemardyam, Faris, and Balge. The King ?adaf Sagad also involves in

dlssemmatmg the proclamation of war.
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F) The iinterference of God :

The interference of God [super helper], is highly implicated in the life of King
Padaf Sdagad in all his involvement of the story. But the interference of God is not
exercised in the life of the main participants of the story such as Dgjazmach
Zemardym, Faris, and Balge as He has influenced the life of the King ?adaf

Sagad.

G) The role of the major and minor participants of the story

The main participants of the story i.e, D&jazmach Zemardym, Faris and Balge do
have a high degree of contribution towards the ongoing development of the
story. Secondly, the minor participants: Abetohun Eyesus, Biniyam, S'éb‘a

Endarta and Wajerate including the king have a lower contribution in this extent.

The writer does not narrate personality traits of the subjects descriptively and
elaborately. Their actions are playing more than their personality. As a result, the
subjects of the story become entirely similar by their roles as characters. The
similarity in characterization draws us to the conclusion in a slightly different forn

than that of the Gremias’s models [See fig,2]:

Super helper » Object » Receiver

Helper ~ <—————— Subject Opponents [fig,2]

As is shown in fig, 2 there is mutual interaction and influence with one another.
The Super helper with helper, and the Subject with helper and the subject with

receiver are interacting one another in the story of the Chronicle.
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In contrast to the above positive intéraction, the subject and the object do not
have a tied relation in the chronicle. Additionally, there is also dissimilarity of the
subject with opponent, and opponent with receiver. Thus, all these relationships

made the concept of the chronicle to differ from the Gremia’s character.

Out of the four types of treating the story i.e, scenic presentation, detailed
expression, summary, and omission; summary and omission are not chiefly

adhered by the writer.

Events and actions of the chronicle are not presented in surface structured way.
To sum up, the chronicle Qf Yohannes is a repository of a very use full narrative
technique implemented in unstructured manner. It would also be better, if these
narrative techniques are applied comparatively on the chronicles of kings Iyasu I
and Bakaffa.
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APPENDICES

Appendix A Story Chronicle: Story - Paraphrase

Part ]
1. Exaggerated expression in king's honor and respect tendency to blasphemv
88 | 2 3 :

(p.3).

Part 2
1. Biographical na:'rat'ive of King Adlaf Sigiad (p.3).
In the Month of Maskaram
1. The severe illness of king Adlam Sdgid (susunyose ) (p.4).
« Sorrow and griefl caused in the death of king Alam Sigad

* Funeral of the king's death

part 4
1. The mysterious deed of God, after the death of the king Zilam Sigid in the
central ]-JarL of Ethiopia and also the being done of his righteous for the
house of Israel (p.4). |
2. The capturing of the htsanatd Néeguds (p.5).

3. Official announcement of the death of king Fasildas (pp,4-5)

. Part 5
1. Miraculous deeds of God in the hand of the person sent to capture htsanatd
~ Noguds (p. 5). ' F
. ' In the month of Tokomtd

1. The dissemination of God's mercy for the world through the mouth of King

7adlaf Sagad (p.7).



in the month of Tokdmtd
1. The imprisonment and the expulsion of htsanatd Nagusd out of the city (pp, 6-
i
« The occurring of earthquack because of the capturing of htsanatd

Négusd (p.7).

Part 8

1. The dissemination of God's word through the mouth of King /adlaf Sagad
(p.7).
In the month of Tahasas
1. The enthronement of Queen S’a b’l a Wangel (p.7).
2. The gathering of church fathers to defend about the nature of Christ against

the followers of Leyone those who denied the true teachings of the church
(p,8).

Part 9
1. The Journey of the unknown subject (p.8).
In the month of Méaskaram
1. The hosting of 1%t local council regarding the law of couple (p,9)
| In the month of Tékdmtd
e The occurring of natural disaster
In the month of Tahasas
¢ The bestowing of power on St,Michel by God
In the month of Tokémtd
1. The bestowing of God's power on Belatene Geta Gbraleule to fight against

muhammad (p.10).

Part 15
1. The Journey of the unknown subject (p.10).
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In the:Month of Miyaziya

[

. The impact of foreigners teaching on the life of the monks (p.10)
e The order of the king to stop foreigners from their heretical
teaching and go away to their country (pp, 10-11).
In the Month of Ginbot
1. The Journey of the unknown subject to Arengo (pp,11-12)
In the Month of Maskaram

1. The Journcy of the unknown subject to Gonder and Bonga (pl12)

Part 19
1. The impact of Satan on the life of monks (p. 12)

2. Condemnation of the persons who opposed the order of king /adlaf Sagad
(. 12).
3. The hosting of the 24 local council regarding the decision of condemnation

without any religious basis (p-13).

Part 20
« About yearly harvesting (p.13)

In the month of Maskaram

1. The completing of the journey of the unknown subject peacefully (p.13).

In the month of Hamle
| e The death a person

In the month of Maskaram

1. The assessing of the message which was sent from the archbishop of

Alexandria to Abba Mattéwos (p.14).
2. The King Paiﬂiaf Sigad ushering with charisma the ark of St. Mary arriving in

canopy (p.15)..

3. The praising of God, immediately after the successful completion of fighting

(p.-19).
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In the month of Ginbot
. The Jouméy of the unknown subject (p.16).
In the month of Maskaram
. The Journey of the unknown subject to Gojame (p.10)
In the Month of Maskaram
. The disobedience of Agdw who killed the monks and touched the arks of
covenant (p.17)
In the month of Maskarim
. The inauguration of the newly built St. Mary church. (p17)
In the month of Tokomtad

. The end of the journey of the unknown subject in peace (p; 17-16, 21)

. The sending of leaders by the order of king Adlaf Sigid when the battle was
so severe (p.22).
. The fighting and challenging of Balge's army with his opponents (pp,22-23)
e The entering of women's spirit in the heart of Baldge by God [P.22]

. The happening of the greatest happiness to king Adlaf Sagad [P,22]

The hosting of the third local council by the order of King Addlaf Sdgad

(p.23).

Part 30
. The hosting of the fourth local council regarding the case of religion rather

than discussing the case of law (pp, 94-95),

Part 31
. The secret disobedience of Faris and Zemardyam (p.25).

. The challenge of Abeto Delbd Eyesus to counter his challengers 1i.e, Faris

and Zemaryam (pp, 26-27).
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. 3. The other challenge of Abeto Delba Eyasuse against Faris and Ze-mardyam
L (p27).
4. The giving of God's power to Abethun Delba Eyesus (p.27).

Part 32
1. The happening of a great famine (p.27).
In the month of Maskaram
1. The fighting of S’4 b a Aigazen (people of Agazen).
In the month of Tokomto
1. The capturing of very many animals by Abeto Delba Eysuse (p.27)
In the month of Hedare
1. The journey of Abeto Delba Eyesuée as a merehant to Bewe (P, 27)
In the month of Tahesas
1. The traveling of Faris to fight.
In the month of Tére
1. The willingness of Faris and Zemarame to commit a coup against the kir;g
/adlaf Sagad (PP, 28-29).
In the month of Yekatite
1. The sending of reconcilers for having forgivness from King Zidlaf Sagad [P. 28].
In the month of Miyaziya
1. The return of messengers on behalf of the two committers of a coup [P.28].
In the month of Ginbot
1. The ending of the disobedience of the Zemardyam and Faris against the king.
(B.28].
In the moth of Tokomtd
1. The range of S’ a b'a Endérta to fight against S a b'a Iyabete [P.29].
In the month of Hedar

1. The range of S’ a b'a Endérta to fight against people of Kola (P.29)



: In the month (’Jf’F(é‘(‘

. Additional power given to Dajazmache by king /Adlaf Sagad (P. 31).

In the month Maskaram

. The journey of Zemardyame to fight against S'a.b’a Wajerate [p.31]

In the month of Tokomtd |

. The fighting of of Zemardyam against S’a b’a Wajerate for the second time
(D31

. The giving of God's power to Zemariyam [p.31]

. The protection of Zemaryam by the king's payer (p.32).

Part 47

. The admiration and praising of king Adlaf Sagad for the second time (p,34)

Part 48
. The previous history of king of kings which was already mentioned (p:28).
In the month of Maskaram
. The hosting of the sixth local council to assess the case of El Eyesus (Pp,35-
37

¢ The decision of the council (pp,35-36).
. A big religious debate among church leaders with the people of Armania
[p.38]

In the moth of Maskéaram

. The hosting of the fifth local council, and also the order of king /adlaf Sagad

regarding the heretical letters of Lasta (PP 39 -41).

. The holding of the massive debate in order to defend against the heretical
letter of Lasta (P.50).

. The decisions of the council (P. 42)

In the month of Tdre

. The death of Dajazmach Zemardyam (P.42)

. The order of the king to fight Against Balge (P. 43)
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In the month of Tdre

1. The Journey of unknown subjects(p.46)
2. The hosting of the seventh local council by the order of the king and also
condmen he heretical teachings of lasta (P.47).
3 An extensive quotation and narration of the Bible and citation from church
father to denounce the heretical teachings Lasta (PP, 47-48)
In the month of Maskéaram

1. The preparation of the king to establish the new church (P. 48).

Part 54
1. The death of S’a b’a Samen (P. 48).

Part 55
1. The sending of king’s message to advise his son (P, 51)

- 2. The reconciliation of the bishop and teachers (P.51).

3. The blessing of king's son by his father king Adlaf Sigad (P.53)

Part 56
1. Revision of the honor and respect of the king which was under par compared
to the kings of Isracl (P.53).
2. The tireless work of the king to hear the case of Monks (P, 54)

3. The controversial issues of the council which were held at Madra and

Yebaba (p.53)
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Appendix B

Constructive Stage

Gibrd Mdskel

Servant of the Cross
Sabld wngel —7: 7 a The seed of the Gospel
Sdb’a wajrat a The People of Wajrat
litsanatda ndyus 1 Children of the king
Tshdfta t’dazd a Secretary of the king, chronicler
- Asmatd Mdngstd N d Royal names of medieval
Ethiopian Emperors
liailbé wangel a The gospel of milk
Tabotd Mariyam a Ark of our Lady St. Mary --
kdba Manfiskddusd a The oil of the Holy Sprit
wdldd Tidwdriyt a Children of disciples
Milakd Amhitsyond a A name of a person

II, Place names

ABA BT°T Adald damot Region in Gojam

4977 Damot Place name )

a0} 75 Mdnguda “

A1 Aybot “

BGI LTIV Enamoa, Zanamora | The mountain of the Enamora.
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