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,\hstract 

As it is known, Ethiopia is the l:oQl-est and least developed country in I he 

world , This poverty stands as the primary manifestation of the situati()n, 

Considering this siluation, tre current government has issued lh 'e 

Growth and Transformation Pl an (GTP), to overcome the problem lh,; 

country faced, This study primcuily intended to examine how Ethiopian 

private n ewspapers framed GTF if'sues in terms of themes employed, a:ld 

source quoted , Moreover, it also pfoposed to study what roles private 

newspapers played in addreso,ing issues of GTP, For the current 

research, framing theory was u~ ed as a conceptual framework. 

The research was conducted by using quantitative and qualitative 

reseafch methods, Tile three sample newspapers (Fortune, Acldi" 

Adma,ss, and Reporter) wefe j::u;,posefully selected in ol"der to enSl'!'I! 

higher number of circulation among private newspapers, A contl:'n, 

analysis was used as a major re ,earch method . Two frames coders co(i ";d 

22 articles whic,h llleL the criteJ ':a set by the researcher. In addition, In 

depth inte!'vi~ws were conductt'd with key infCJrmants who workecl hI' 

these newspapers. 

The results of the study indicakc'. the newspaper\' focused on informative 

themes of the addressing the iSSLl(; of GTP, They em ployed a much higher 

use of responsibility and econoJlIic frames compared to conflict, hlILl.:~r 

interest and o[hcr frames . They aiso largely attributed the resro!1sibiL~)' 

to government and expcns as h e vmg the abiiity lO take action. 

The newspapers \Vcr,~ also foun I to be dominantly engaged in selecti, ,n 

and salienc(: of agl'iculIUral and ndustrial aspects of GTP over olhers. 
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Chapter One: Introduction 

1.1 Background 

Ethiopia is one of the poorest and least developed coun ties in the world. 

Poverty stands at the forefront of an excess of embracing situation tlnt 

Ethiopia faces at present. The pursue for overcommg this problem 

however, is constrained by a m ix of the unpredictable of nature allo 

human folly anchored in climaLic socio cultural, and economies and 

political factors . 

Poverty is demonstrably present both in the urban and rural a reas of 

Sthiopia as a long standing socia l problem offering significanL por tion 

of urban a nd rural communities of the country. 

Relying on the above reality, th<.: government of Ethiopia issued the 

growth and transformation plan(GTP) which outlined poverty reduction 

approaches based on agricultural development, industrial developmen t, 

s"'!ctorial development and good governance and capacity building in 

the public and private sectors as its major contents. These were 

recognized to help in realizing goals and objectives relating to pov~"Ly 

redu ction (MOFED (2010) . 

In a ddition, the document incorporates sectoral and sub-sectoral 

development programs agriculture, education and health , manufacture. 

As could be observed in th e policy reduction matrix of GTP covering, 

the period between 2010-2011 -2015/16 the government pledged to 

address concerns associated \'. ith poverty through a series of policy 

measures and interventions th"t are deemed crucial in bring about 

improvements in, among others, food securi ty agriculLure, industry, 

and prevention of I-II V / AIDS. Issues pertaining to the prepara tion for 

subsequent submission of GTP in poverty era dicating program, indic tors 



of GTP in terms of the participation of the public in general, and stake 

holder, In particular, forced the government to put the plan into 

discussion with extensive deba tes . Starting from August 2010, the 

government has been releasing the components of the plan to the public 

through different media outlets, including private press. 

The development process involves working within the given political and 

economic order to adopt policies that bring about economic growth. 

Given that political agents are critical to the process, the development of 

market- institutions thaLfacili,ies economic growth_ is, therefore, a 

problem in 'public choice,' Christopher and Peter(2004). There have been 

many explanations for the failure of certain economy to develop. A lack of 

investment in capital, foreign financial a id (Easterly 200 1: 26-4~;), 

Culture (Lal 1998) and geographic location (Gallup et al. 1998) have all 

been postulated as potential explanations for the failure of economic to 

develop (Ibid). While not denying the potential importance of these 

aforementioned factors, Christopher & peter contend that the role of 

media in developing institu tion that facilitate economic progress has only 

recently begun to receive attention it deserves. 

The media, with specific reference to the collective entity of news 

paper, radio television and the international network ( Internet) , play a 

very important role in national development. National development 

involves changes or advancement in a n ation a imed at improving th'~ 

political, economic and social live s of the people. The real influence of the 

media in nation development will depend on the media themselves the 

societies Il1 which they operat,:, and the audience they reach 

Stanley,(2005). It enables people to understand and appreciate their 

environment, and facilitate relationships between and among individual 

and societies (Ibid). Media role hc:.ve great impact to one's economic 

development regarding the adoption of socially beneficial policy to be 
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a dominant strategy. As Christopher &Peter,(2004), states that this can 

be achieved highly based on the media's ability of gathering and 

reporting the accurate developmental information that will greatly 

strengthen media to serve as a coordinating enhancing mechanism. In 

this case , the current macro pian, which was taken as economic 

strategy, can be mentioned. 

Thus, to achieve the media role effectively, journalists have or should 

have a clear idea of what makes a n ews story. (Pape & Fanther,(2005), 

contend that the decision as to whether or not to follow up a news 

story ,s left to those who are expert at it that includes the editor, new 

editor and re porter. They further state that it is worth bearing in 

mind that much depends on the journalists percept ion of his or her 

audiences interest and or the editors priorities at any glvmg time . 

Explaining the responsibility of the journalists and their influence on the 

storyline framing of story, Gadzekpo ,(2011:2), said: 

The responsibil ity of journalist is to critically examine, evaluate 

local needs the difference between its implication on people 

as claimed by the government and as it actually happened, 

... so reporting development story is not reporting about event, 

but process and not reporting about personalities but issues. 

Between an event and the reporting or broadcastin g of it to an 

audience, mediation occurs, that is, a process of interpretation , 

shaping, selec ting, editing, emphasizing de-emphasizing according to 

the perceptions, expectations and prevIOus expenence of those 

involved in the reporting of the event; and in accordance with the 

requirements and characteristics of the means of reportin g. The event 

is trc.nslated in to words or pictures ; it is processed a ccording to 

the demands of the medium for headlines, for good pictures and 

, 
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pressures such as tinle I space and con t~llditlg 111Cssagcs, 

Watson, &.Hill (2006). 

Becau se of their agenda setting capacity, the media have influence 

up on the criteria which , in the public domain, decide what is 

important and what is not, 'vhat is normal and what is deviact, 

what is consensus and whal is dispenses, what is significant or 

news worthy and what is m a rginal. Hence, several research show 

s ignificant correlation between media attention to issues and ach ieve of 

these issues to the pUblic. Scheufcle( 2000) in Harwood, (2005) asser ts ; 

theoretically and practically, the news media play several to set agenda 

setting and issue framing roles in advancing public policy. One role is 1<) 

set agenda of public concern by establishing issues as salient or 

cognitively accessible to individwds in the popUlation . 

1.2 Statement of the probJ.em 

Ethiopia is one of underdevek'ped country m the wodd. Poverty l S 

currently manifested both in uman and rura l a reas of Ethiopia a s Ci 

long standing social problem ol :ering significant portion of u rban an,j 

rural communities of the countr;: . 

Thus, by consid ering the above facts, the government of Ethiopia issueci 

the growth and transformation plan(GTP) which outlined poverl,· 

reduction approaches based (>D. agricultural development, industria; 

development, sectorial developme n t and good governance a nd capacity 

building in the public and private sectors as its major cDntents. 

These were recognizcd to help in Jcalizing goals a nd objectives relati ng t' , 

poverty reduction (MOFED (2010). 

The Growth and Transformatic n Plan from (2010 / 11·2014/ 15) 0 '. ' 

Ethiopia has been endorsed by the House of Pcople's l~epr(' se n ta l. iv(; 
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(HPR) in early December 20 10. Th is p la n ha s gone through the d iller·;nL 

levels of public and stakehold er s di scu s sion. 

It is obvious that the public g,~ L; information about socia l problems " I" 

issues mostly throu gh m edia (Ken s icki , 2004). Media, therefore, hav·.: 9. 

core responsibili ty of informing the public a bout the i ~sue of GTP. 

Fur ther, even though m ost of the issues of GTP a re d iscu ssed by 

governm en t a nd public, the m edia spur th e globa l comm unities C.ne! 

pu sh and nation a l governm ent to properly address the issue a t hand. 

It should be noted, however, that media attention fo social problem s does 

noe guaram ee a n automatic res oon se from the public . Even the idemi·;a l 

problem s , whic h attract equa~ media a ttention , will not enjoy equal 

public respon ses Kobin son (200 0 ). Am on g oth er factors, the way t: lf~ 

m edffi see should a lso pay attention to the way the media frame a given 

p roblem or issu e Bu llock et , ,1 ,( 200 1). Med ia fra.ming expla in ,,; the 

media's treatment of an issu e . 

Locally m ade framing re~earch were fou nd to focus on s pecific is::;ll~~; 

like d rought, famine a nd disabililY issu es a s to crosscheck journalins 

role in th e med ia attention tha t their decis ion s to give voice to the pOV.· ~ 1 

less. Th e study conducted on Lhe framing of d rought a nd fam ine by 

Bete-ieliem,(2006) found that the omalyzed newspape rs were given La the 

focu s of re!.ief a nd recovery s tages of the d rought a n d famin e . TI,e 

a na lyzed n ews pape rs were al so fou nd to u se do min a n t frame like L' VC' ,1[ 

a nd appeal frame than d iagnos!ic and progn ostic fram es . Moreover, the 

analyzed news pa pers attribut<:d the respo n si bi lity of solvi ng .)r 

address illg th e problem to th~ interna t iona l commu n ities a nd tl,C 

Et h. iopi~t n government, respectivl ly . 
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On the oth er hand , Tigist,(200c j in the s tudy conducted on 'med i8 

framing of people with disabilitie s ', a lso found that the newspapers were 

engaged in selection and salience as they persistently cover one tYI> ,1 ; 

disability over others a nd attributing responsibility to governme n L and 

NGOs as having the ability to alleviate the problem without giving mLlci1 

emphasis to concerned bodies. In the research m ade in (2008) ily 

Hallelujah, on the title, "The history of private press dnd I.heir 

contribution for the democratiz,l tion p rocess of Ethiopia," states that 

there was a huge lack of professionalism and ethical standards 011 L1,e 

part orprivate-PTess. He further " tates that because of the above re9 SOL:; 

a nd neglecting of internationality accepted ethical standards that hilS 10 

be considered by the journalists, th e private press fa iled to play its n;lc 

% an independent ins ti tution. 

Regarding framing, as the above research shows the local media Ita",; 

been giving little atten tion to the issu es which are more importaL I if' 

.informing the society. On the olrler hand , it can be seen that Cramit ::,; 

reseHTch had a recent history of examinillg lucal m ed ia outle ts as to So" : 

I':hich media have given more H I t'~ nlion to the problem or issue Ill' l ; 1" 

society . Questioning media through framing regarding to se tting agend _l, 

as to Gadezkpo, in (2011:4) poir Led out, can be assessed mainly on t)- '; 

followi ng qu estiuns . 

" What: crite ria are used for celec ting news? 

o Do~:-.: U:e rlt:!v/s thal i~5 gene ra t~d, in newspaper!.), enables tilt' pI l li:,,­

to make informed c11oice:", excTcist: their c hoices, take th e 1'; ,>,1 ,' 

de(':ision ~;) lal:::e advantage or opportunities, and discharf~t~~; [ 1. ,';; ' 

respoJ1s ibiii ties? 

" Does it give voice to the powe rless or to t.he power full? Doc:, II 

cloud the issu e or illumine i i; the issues? 

• vVhat. kind of p icture al'e W(' giving to our audience? 



All the aforementioned questions are to be responded by fra:Tinf' 

research. However media in Etriopia, especia lly the press, are not) e, 

put in question as they are responsible to provide a basis for buildi ng 

sustainable pluralities democratic structures by stimulating and 

encouragmg critical awareness, public discussion and participation ir, 

the decision making proceS5 as well as exposmg bureaucratic 

incompetence, corruption, abuse of powers and violation of human 

rights . (H alleluj ah , 2008). 

Moreover, as stated above, since the conducted researches were limit<:d 

to specific issues, areas like economic, and development issues, which 

are a ll-inclusive, are not given a ttention in the framing research. Thu ::;, 

the current development plan (GTP) has caught the attention of the 

researcher to examine the private press framing of the GTP as to forne the 

public understanding regarding the issue of GTP. This particular 

research, whose a im was to assess the framing of GTP by the priva:'e 

press , as result shown by Halldujah, found to have a direct relation , 

which could be taken as a reference point where one enables to see rllc 

framing process. Hence, tbe question of professionalism and other ethic",1 

standards are of the pillars of jourEalism a nd framing research. 

As it is known, the issue of GTP has caught a huge attention from 

national and international level. The plan has been taken as tool for 

eradication of poverty by achiel,'ing the millennium developmenl goa :s 

a nd by repeating the previous 5 years growtb of tbe country. Thus , th ,s 

event create a chance to see the private press; coverage of the issue of 

GTP, how it is framed tbrougb t :le given media outlets as to assess ror 

understanding of the issue by the society. 
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1.3 Objectives 

The aim of this research IS to assess and examtne the private Ne\V~ 

Papers ' coverage and framing of stories and articles of the fifth ye-".r 

growth and transformation plan :GTP) . The specific objectives are: 

1. To examine the contents and frames of GTP in three Ethiopia n 

private newspapers, the Fc,rtune, Addis Admass and the Reporter. 

2 . To identify the extent to wh ich Ethiopian private Newspapers' cover 

and report issues of GTP. a nd how the articles reinforce OL­

challenge current views of plan. 

3. To identify dominant frame .), themes and sources, used in the se 

news pa?crs when writing a bout issues of GTP 

4. To see the nature of how issues of GTP are represented . 

1.4 Research Questions 

1. What is the naturc and extent of Ethiopian private newspape r,;' 

coverage and frame of GTF issucs? 

2. Are th'e newspapers engaged in reinforcing or challenging current 

views of the plan? 

3. What arc" the dominant frames a n d th emes used 111 these {Jews 

pa pers while reporting on is sues of GTP? 

1.5 Significance of the stu,:iy 

Addressing and informing the national development issues is nut 

an exercise that is limited to ilational media. The responsibility {.; f 

all media has to be taken in to account. This project is found ed 0 1 



the belief that to examme the private newspapers coverage of the 

growth and transformation plan might throw light on important 

aspects of private media's r ole in mobilizing the society so as to 

meet the current issue. 

In addition, it is the aspiration that this will be significant for the 

newspapers to be analyzed as well as for Ethiopia media in general. 

The study aims to assist the newspapers in question to improve 

their coverage of GTP since it will address their good sides and 

indicates their limitations. 

Finally, in providing an analysis of the private newspapers ' address 

the questions of the national development agenda, this research 

might serve as stepping stone for futur e studies . 

1.6 Scope of the Study 

The study is limited to the honzon of Ethiopian three selected priva ~e 

newspapers namely: Addis Admass, Fortune, and Reporter and assesses 

their coverage of GTP issues. It, therefore, is limited to only this media . In 

addition, the research assesses articles written about GTP within the 

time gap of the year August, 2010- December, 2010. As a resulL, i:» 

boundary is limi ted to 4 months examination. Further as it assesses 

textual analysis on newspapers it also lacks an examination of how 

issues of GTP perceived or respond by the people through a given media 

output. Moreover, since the governmen ts owned press is not accessed in 

one place, they are not a pa rt of thi s study. 

9 



1. 7 Limitation of the Study 

While not denying the presence of the state media will have ;t::, 

contribution, the publication of the state press were not only limited ir. 

the capital city, Addis Ababa. Thus, finance, time and the distance rr0n~. 

which the regional newspapers a re found, had restricted the researcher 

not to see the nature of the state media regarding the issue of GTP. 

The researcher did not carry (jut two interviews with two journalist:: 

because it was impossible that they were not willing talk about GTP. 

Further, the resea rch might not give a full picture of the Ethiopian 

private media representation of GTP oth er than the time frame stated. 

Moreover, the research lacked books about GTP and related issu,, ~ ir 

relation to the media. 

1.8 Conceptual Definition 

Agriculture sector under the fi fth year, GTP is speculated to grow very 

faster, thus, food will be securec in both house hold and national levels ; 

the pressure of inflation will b,~ alleviated and enable the agriculture 

sector to its decisive role in the economy of the country . 

Industry sector a predicatior.. of set by in the plan enabling the 

industrial sector to play a key role within th e economic developmen t 

through ensuring better a nd fas l growth of the ind ustry unlike the other 

sectors 

Growth in Capacity building and Goocl. Governance: to speed up lhe 

economy, empowering human and scaling up and exploiting reSOUl-C',S 

,capacity enchantment activ ities were treated in the plan. 

Sector service involves the prOVISIOn of beneficial, and SOC1·11 

development .Hence, infrastructu re development in its part Encompass,~s 

10 



the availability of education, health, transport etc facilitates whereas, 

social development in turn emphasizes on explanation and improvisation 

of quality of educational training a nd services . Moreover, accessing the 

provision of health services and improving their services are big concern 

of service sector. 

Pertinent themes in GTP story 

Informative- refers to providing knowledge and instruction about (GTP) 

when it explains what GTP is, and how to go about it. 

Achievable-refers when the story used is telling the reader that GTP IS 

succeed and able to a lleviate to which it is intended. 

Over ambitious or unattainable-refers to GTP as impossible task tc 

ach ieve or reach. 

Discussion and feedback- when the story is used to show the process 

of discussing GTP being taken as a subject of d iscussion and finally able 

to get responses . 

Suggestive- When the central idea of the story IS used to remind the 

readers to think about the issue of GTP. 

Sources 

Sources are referred to as names of the pen;on, group or organization 

directly or ind irectly quoted in the story. such as; government 

officials,(ail responsible s luke holders in government side like minister of 

MOFEO, Minister of MeA and a ll government executive members); 

Oonors,( all supporters which are known in involving in Ethiopian 

economy); , the public,(al section of the society especially, which are 

appeared in reported stories for the meeting he ld to discuss on GTP), 

8.nd the likes. 

I I 



Chapter Two: Review of related literature 

This chapter contains review . of related literatures , which includes 

theories and views of differen1: scholars relevant to the study. It is 

organized in four sections: brief definition and description about what 

GTP means; the role of media fo r national development; and finally abou!. 

framing theory in the media. In ,~ach of these parts, an attempt has be<:r, 

made to argue the relationship between literature and the study. 

2.1 The Growth and Transfol'nlation Plan 

All to achieving not only the m illennium development goals but alsc' 

entering a new phase of economic development where the industry will 

have to take ovcr the precedence f!'Om the agriculture sector by 2020. for 

the present: the new five year p lan makes our country well poised on a 

fast tracked socio-economic development. It IS the Growth L. nci 

Transform~\tion plan (GTP) which comes at heals of the enormoLls !y 

successfui PASDEP. 

2.1.1 What Is Growth and Transformation Plan? 

As to (Arne I I-lassen ,Sep 13,(2()10) in Walta Information Center)(WIC) 

states, it is an undertaking by tl.e Ethiopian government to increase the 

growth rate of the past five years in the socio-economic, aEd every major 

sector. Not only is the plan to repea t the successes of the past years, bL-.t 

also to ventul'e in and realize a gr2. nd achievement in all the sectors and 

particularly in the industry. 

The growtlI and transformation plan marks the government's attempt 

a.nd promIse to extricate Ethiopians out of poverty towards a belLtr 

future, according to Ministry 0: l'inance and Economic Development 

(MoFED,(2010). Th e plan that holds a poverty-free medium income stak 

as its ultimme des t ination had ccns idered various elements in a nd out of 
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support of its goal. Cited at (WIC),as the Prime Minister has put it is 

doable only where the combined effort of all concerned is orchestrated. 

Hassen, (2010). 

The other implication of the ,srowth and transformation plan is jt~. 

undertaker's will to set a challenge for itself and the expectation 

provoked from the public being the self- inflicted pressure. It all leads to 

the conclusion that the justification for the governments plan for the 

n ext five years. It is the belief, more than ever , that the Ethiopia n s arc 

en titled~ the ultimate goal of plan; poverty-free a nd medium income 

earning Ethiopian (Ibid). 

2 .1.2 What makes the plan reliable? 

It's a good thing that the government holds to the conviction that 

Ethiopians deserve the end of which the plan is cla imed to be a means. 

However, the reason of the mind raises the question: Is the plan the 

means to the end? Even more cru cially, do we have any substantial 

ground to h old that Ethiopia will realize the end I goal of the plan? 

To start with the more crucial , are there grounds confirming the 

possibility that Ethiopia may attain th e growth and transformation 

planned? The facts relevant to the issue are the records of performance 

of the government. In order to judge whether the growth and 

transformation plan will be attain'od, it i:; essential that the springboard 

be a position that allows the pursuit of the goal. As the past is reflected 

in the present, the present is an indispensable input in forecasting the 

future. 

The macro economy execution 01 the 2005-2010 released by the finance 

and economy development minis try in August 2002 indicates that there 

has been an average of 11.0% economic growth in the five period". 

Similarly 8% average growth in .otgriculture and related sectors , 10% i:l 
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industry a nd 14.6% in servicts. Among the specific figures of the grow th 

plan macroeconomic execution, here are some randomly selected. The 

number 01 people living below :he general poverty line has redacted to 

29% in 2010 from the 39% in :'W02 . Elementary edu cation increased to 

94.2% from thc 79.8% at the beginning of the pla n period. Health service 

coverage rose to 89% from 30%, overall clean water supply coverG.;Y, 

68 .5% from 36%/ 1000km2 , electricity service coverage 41% from 16%, 

telephone service coverage 49.3 Yo /5km from 13%/5km at the beginning 

of the five year p lan . 

According to MoFED reports, the etbove performance has put Ethiopia in 

the list of the top ten countries with the fastest economic growth. Tl1t: 

internationai Monetary fund (lMF) report released in June 2010 confirms 

that the Ethiopian economy ha s " ... enjoyed strong growth 

attributes it to the " ... governm;nt led development policies . " 

The 2010 report entitled "the w(,ai th of the nations: pathways to humm: 

development "i n UND? Human development. report states that Ethior-ie 

is the "top m overs" in terms of gic bal development process . Developmenr 

Assis tance Group Ethiopia (DAG) has reported, "economic growth ha~ 

accelerated on a ~ustained basis from around 2003, despite tbe 

economic crisIs ." The same s tudy ')y DAC released in July 2010 confirrn s 

that Ethiopia is on the right tra ck to meet the Millennium Development 

Goals: 1 (eraclica le cxL,emc poverty and hunger), 2 (achieve universal 

primalY educalion), 6 (combat HIV / AIDS, malaria ad other diseases), 8 

(develop global partnership [or d< !vcloprnern). 

These facts confirm to the capacity/ability of the government possessc!s 

to accomplish the goals set by the growth 8 1!cl transformatjon plan. It h:1S 

devised the right policy that ena,),eci Ethiopia set ou t for the rather gia nt 

leap th at it is set to take. So thm the prospect be con sidered, it is 

automa tically m:mcia tory to cOI .s ieler whet.her the gn>l1nci slt'ppcci (>11 



allows the leap i'orward or not. Il is only when the cu rrent poses allows it 

that the future s tep can be tal:en. As to WIC remarks, the presen t, !.t'., 

the aggregate result of the 2(105-2010 growth plan execution, gives a 

green light for the future, i.e., 1.11,; 2010-20 15 growth and transforma l.ion 

plan. 

2.1.3 Goals 

The objectives of the growth and transformation plan are brief'lu 8S 

follows. 

e An 11 % minimum overall econom ic growth, get rid of the obstacles 

surfacing in the economy and achieve the Millennium developm t~ n t 

goals. 

3> Raise th e coverage a nd .:pality of health and education services, 

and insw'c the acco mpl'silrnent of the millennium d evdopm':I't 

goa:' 

~ Crcale and strengthen a stable democratic and developmen 1,<,·1 

government: and create conducive environment f0r the conLinu ;'1:S 

national ca pacity lJuilding . 

o And reali ze t he major g()21s provided above in a stable mano 

economic fra rne work and guaranty its continuity. 

The .cconomic gl'O'.\'th il8,S tI','O alternative tracks. These are base Ci., ::W 

scenario and hi;:;:! C'~S(; scenario. The base case scena rio hold s tile 

minimcll11 g'.·, l\\· ,L :JlcIl :;' · I)c.;I<1 !Jl expected by the L!xecuLion of the growd, 

and tran si'o,P1Hliu;; !,c!,~;. ';'!; l' I.!:thiop ian government aim:; fo!' a minim L,m 

of 11 % gro'.V[h, ;n OLll.Ll' \ • .'(~.r:\" . '-ofltinuing the growth rate of the past five 

years. The other a!LCrn :J. li ve IS J :il::h case scenario, vvhich represents l 'lf,' 

maximum growL!, <":xpcClcci by L;, (; L!llci of th e L!xC'c LlLi i) 11 p eriod or t 1(: 

plan.(MoJi'E:D,(20 W) . 
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According to the estimates made by the government, there is expected a 

14.9% of economic growth cOl .pled with the expected double growth i.l 

agricultura l productivity . More( ver, the pan is targeted at increa sing i he 

decency of the industrial sector and fina lizing works that e nable the late r 

take the leading ro le in the economy . Hence , the Ethiopian economy sha:! 

be ready to be transformed into a n industry-led one (Ibid). 

2.1.4 Media approaches to GTP 

As to informing and for better t.nderstanding of the issue of GTP among 

the public and the concerned b,)dies , Ministry of Commu nication Affa,n; 

has put Informative and Participatory approach es . These approachet; 

were manipulated since the r la n was revealed in th e beginning of 

August2010. Informative approaches (explaining a nd informing the issue 

of GTP), was intended to be u sed in the first 2 months (August and 

September). Then , Participato ry approach (face to face discu ss ion with 

th~ public and other concerned bodies), was planned to cake place from 

the end of September and till the document was rati fi ed by the House of 

Peoples' Representatives of the people (I-IPR). O[ eOUl'se, these [\,'0 

communication approaches are to be continued after the document wus 

ratified. However, [or the sake of this scudy, there was a Ix:lie[ that in 

th is period there would be a hig.;1 ,lumber of publications of newspape.:s 

concerning th e issue of GTP. 

2.2 The Role of Media in Society 

Whatever the circumstallce;, Cf the nature of the society in whic:l 

the meciicl operate, certain f"clors a re bas ic in Lhe way they 

int1uence national development . E:very medium has a message, it he, :,. il 

targe t aud iences it a ims at i "l fluenc ing a change through framing 

process; It infl uences attitudcs, perception s and decision making an-:i 

it generally in fluences behavi(,r The process of creaLing shared 
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meanmg through send ing alld recelvmg information IS vital for 

understand inc and providing knowledge to people, ( Stanley, 2002) , 

McQuail, (2000), in his Media and Society theory asserts that media anei 

society are inseparable in many ways and it is often difficult to separate 

media from the lives of the socir:!ty and vise-versa , Mass communicCltior. 

interposes in some way betwe( n "reality" and our perception anc, 

knowledge of it (ibid), 

Media are also expected to h~lp resume social conflicts, Gold al,d 

Auslamier, (1999), explaining more O1rthe- same- ide-a-asser t tnat media, 

has much interplay in society , as a major socialization medium, ;a 

t(ansporter of culture, a SO'lrce of information, ed ucation, and 

entertainment, as an importani .factor in political communication and 

participation in a democracy, 2nd communicator of ideological values 

and norms, attitudes and belief(; (Ibid), Thus, the media can be seen . 0 

exert an influence on social, ece,nomic and political relations (Gold ar,d 

Auslander , 1999), In this regard, McQvail, (2000), states the concept of 

hegemony of hoy,; the med,ia cull ure (news, entertainment, fiction) h~II.S 

to maintain the class divided and class dominated socicly , HegemollY 

tends to define unacceptable sUDIJosition to the status quo as dissident 

and deviant. II( effect , it is a c(ll1stanlly reasserted definition of :;ociai 

situation, By way of discou rse nther than political or economic power, 

which becomes real in its conseque nces (Hall, 1982, in McQuai l,(2000), 

Hence, media has a major role in the society and to the society, It seems 

that many people are depender. t on the media to be informed abol,t 

current events of the world and their environment, Above and beyonq, 

they are dependent to receive information about less news worthy issues , 

such as health and education, Researches also indicate that mass media 

serves as a major source of informution, metaphors and values in a mass 

society inf1uencing customs taste' and morality in a wide range of a rt'''' '; 
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including politics, economy, reLgion, family and sexual life, science and 

medicine (Clark, 1992, in Valen ta, 2002). , 

Among the several media roles to society, informing, educat in g, and 

enterta ining are mostly mentioned .As stated above, there is , in fact, a 

great deal of relationship between media a nd society, one depending on 

the other. In addition, media h ave the potentia l to reach va rious parts of 

the society with a very short period, so it can for instan ce, educate the 

public about the national development agenda. It can well con tribute 

much to bring a bout a ttitudina l change by persistently referring to the 

economic plan a nd activities of the country. 

2.3. The role of media in influencing the direction of publk 

opinion 

Generally, communication whether it is a face to face or from the media 

is the hear t of any social life. However, under certa in circumstance>; 

where face to face communication is unattainable due to certain cul turai 

or traditional attitudes, media communication becomes a powerful to:)! 

for communicating about a certain issue, well in this case the issue of 

GTP. 

The modern day media plays an important role not only in rel1ec tir.g, 

public attitudes, and va lues regarding developmenta l issues but also in 

shaping them. Based on the idea tha t the media influence a udien ce 

members, first, by selecting certain people and events for atten tion and 

second, by te lling the audience what is important to know about f:he 

story (Schooler, et a i, 1996) cited in Tigist, (2007). 

Citing Ha ller (1999), Tigist noks the conten ts of the mass media are 

re l1ections of the social organizal ion and value system of the mass med ia 

a re purposive elements of social change, agents for modifying the goal 
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and values of socia l group~.Henc,~ , getting on the news media agenda i.; 

essential, and how the issue is represented or framed is eq ua Jly 

importan t . 

In the literature, it has been said how media could spring about change 

in societal a tt itude towards issu e. However, it is not on ly med ia coverage 

about economic issues that cc uld bring about changes , but it highly 

depends a s well on the way in which these issues are presenteci in a 

particular way. 

Hence, several show_ significanLcorrections between m edia attention to 

issues and achieve of these iSf;ues to the public . Scheufele , (2000) 11': 

Harwood, (2005) asser ts, theon;tically and practically, the news media 

can play severa l agenda setting a nd issue-framing roles in advancing. 

public policy. One ro le is to set agenda of public concern by establishinf! 

Issues as salien t or cognitively accessible to individua ls in the 

population. 

2.4 Media for national development 

The development process involves working with in the given political and 

economic order to adopt policies tha t bring about econo mic growrh. 

Given that politica l agents a re crit ical to the process in the developmeHt 

of market institutions that facilities economic growth is therefore a 

problem in 'public choice' (Christopher. J & Peter T. 2004) . There h ave 

been many explanations for the failu re of certain economy to develop. A 

lack of investment in capital, foreign financial aid (Easterly 200 1: 26-45). 

Culture (Lal 1998) and geogra pLic location (Gallup et a J. 1998) have a ll 

been postulated as potential explanations for the failure ()f economy to 

develop (Ibid). While not denyi n g the potential importance of these 

aforementioned factors, Christopher & peter contend tha t the role of 

media in developing institu tion thOlt fac ili tate economic progress has only 
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recently begun to receive attention it deserves. According to these 

authors, the media is a key ,n stitucio nal mechanism for achiev in[; il 

successful policy mix that promotes economic development. 

The development process and specifically the adoption of good policies 

are characterized by a situation of conflict between political agenda . 

These scholars further assert tha ~: the games of conflict to be turned in to 

games of coordination between political agendas reformer's parties in the 

development. Based on th,e above idea, comdmation-enhancing 

institution including media, h C'.ve a great impact to one's econom;c 

-----u-evetaprrren-r-rt;gmdi1Tg-th-e- adup-ju11 of-sodally-b-e ITefi~icrll)uli-cyLo-be--a:-­

dominant strategy. Likewise, coordination between political parties with 

support and acceptance approc·,ch of the popUlation is quit expericntia ,!. 10 

ac hieve economic development. 

2.5 Framing and the Theory of Framing 

Media fram ing refers to the selection process where by pieces of 

information are selected and placed together in news stories Ands8ger 

and Powers, (1999) . The storie;:. may present the same story differently by 

selecting and focusing on difft'flcnt aspects or angles of the same story 

Gibbs and Warhover, (2002). Media framing deals with how a given 

media outlet shapes an event. Media do not merely provide facts; they 

add some context and take out other in order to engage their readers, 

viewers, and audiences . For in:; tonce, a tabloid newspaper might draw (J!l 

the human implications of ar. :ssue while a more serious news pc,p~r 

\'/ould focus on) iC:-:; pOliti~8l Cln , I l'COJlO n-lica.l consequences. 

According to Dorfman (2005) ' rai ni ng means different th ings to di:T:reilt 

peopie, i.e SOinc think trdlning as finding the right wOt"d, while otlters 

th ink that frames knock on c )mpiex moral structun;s that trigget" ,lOW 
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,Jeo[lJe reacl ee, a whole conslellation of social and p u blic policy issues in 

('ur society. 

Citing Tankard et a l (1991: 11) . Tolmson- Cartee , 2005 : 24), S tates media 

fra me a centra l organ izmg idea for n ews con ten t tha t supplies a contex ': 

a nd sugges ts what th e issue is throu gh the u s e of selection emphasis, 

exclu sion and elaboration ." Pro\'iding a gen eral applicable d efini t ion , 

Entman (1993) , put framing it re fers to "selec t(in g) some a spec ts of <:. 

perceived reai it~, un o mak e th er:1 more salien t in a communicating te;n, 

in su ch a w"'\" '.l8 to promote a par ticu lar proble m defini tion , cau sa: 

- ---iinllteTpreTmiolT;--rnorrrl- evaluatloL a ndTor treatment recommendation l or 

the item described" . Fra lw;s LI( Er.Lrnan ful fill m a ny functions li ke 

defin ing problem>; by deforminG LlJ'~ cau sal a gent:;, diagnosin g causes by 

indicating thc factors beh ind Ll-,: problem, m a k ing m on:d judgments i.,v 

evctluatin.g causal agents arId f)l, tt effects . Anci thus, frarrles suggest 

remedies a nd forecasting the (·rcGCI of the treatmen; to pe r form th is 

activates as LO EnL!nan , a nurnbt:,' of textual devices CHll be used . Thi.S 

include;; use:,; vI' cer tain woreh, phrllscs , m a king cert3.in cont.ex lual 

references , choosi!lg certain p icL:.;,-,s or fi lms rderrin g to l:errai n s(Juro;s 

and so l'r,. Thes.~ textual devise '·. ,; reate the dilTerence m presenting tll'':; 

sarnl'; ;:hing ill di rkrcll t pe r;; pr,cti \ e 

An.d;;agar ,m el po\\'(; r (1993:5:.,S) ex plai n m ed ia fra ming as "a sdecti(·n 

prr)c(!ss where by picl '~'0 :d" infor. n ation are selected and placed togclh p. l" 

in l ~ev/s 8tori:"' ~/) . Thus, h[~s('cl en Pan and Kosl,cki .. (1993), fra lTlc tellS 

:.llOrc rhnn \;/h~-?i.: i s :)i~~r: iri c: lJn and ?1 e ~N S worthy; the sek:c; ted of frames 

indicrite \vLjc '~ ) o;)i l': jon~.:, .. in.le ;· pr~ :L~l tion~:;) 8 nd d::- tln itio ns a re rno re vdJ:d 

parLlcu lariy i'; ('O!lV " I';:l~;O , JQ I is;:: Il'S (r'-,n ~md I(os;cki, 199:l). 

Tig:~·,t (2()r . .l'i). CiL.Ilg \,I/allack ciLd Dort'rna n( 1991jJ, state~-) fran lt; Cl::i the 

pc,c'<:i1.ge ir. \\'i licL th:: w~,in Doint 0" Ih l: :; lory is deve loped, supponed <In j 

;lnder sLcocl. F'~:8.1I 't e:·) LC !alger e}:tvrlr d ':fin~ the boundaries or a publ): 
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discussion abouL in issue. E:k!-:JenLs in the frame an; perceived L1!; 

convincing and legitimate. Elem::nts outside the frame, however, are 

marginal and home limited cu!T(~ ncy in public debate. 

Gamson & Modigliani, (1987, J.989) cited in Den n is. & James (2007: 

100), see frame in communication as it refers to the words, ima5e~ , 

phrases, and presentation styles that the speaker (e .g. a political, 2. 

media outlet) uses when relaying information about an issue or event to 

an audience. The chosen frame reveals wha t the speaker sees as relevan t: 

to the topic at hand. This is to mean that media provides not only facts 

about an issue but also put issues in contexts to engage the readers or 
viewers. As a result, frames inDven ce how the public think of an issue by 

defining the issue, indicating what/who the causes are, a nd suggesting 

what should be or needed to be done to overcome the problem (Entma ,1, 

1993) . 

Entman, (1993 :53,54) puts three important activitie.s of framing: 

selection, silence and omission A frame is de fi ned by what it includ ,,~ 

and excludes because omission of the problem definition, explanaciJn , 

evaluation and recommendations is as important as inclusion in guiding 

the audience (Ibid). By focusing on one aspect and omitting the other, tbe 

media draw and direct attention away from the other side which might 

lead readers to a different reaction (Kensicki, 2004 and Enlman, 19~; 3 

and 1995, cited in Bethlehem, 2006) . In other words, through omission 

and emphasis the media make 'some con s ideration, or measures seem 

more important (Ibid). 

All in all then, framing, as to these scholars, refers to a kind of selection 

made by journalists to emphasi.3 the most important part of the story 

dominate over other parts of the s tory so that the way readers or viewer 's 

can in the same way understand the point emphasized ana leave out the 

rest. As a result, It will shape their perception in such a way as frall,':...! 
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by media professionals . In the same way the issue of economic plan 

might be selecled to appear in the media but the question of what part. of 

development is most ernphasizr:d in an art icle is what influences th e ,va y 

readers und erstand the point at focus. 

However, due to the lack of a elear concept of fra ming, m any sc hobrs 

have been found to associate it with the agenda se tting Mc Combs et a., 

(1997) cited by, Scheufele (1999) and McQuail (2004) argue that fram ing 

is an extens ion of agenda setting salled second level agenda se lting. 

Social scientists examine m edia influence by examining frames Mb_cr, 

(2000). The frame of a news s tuy gives meaning to the ind ividual ever,ts 

reported . Gitlin defines frames as "persistent patterns of cogn ition, 

inte rpretation, and presentation, of selection, emphasis and exclusicn, 

by which symbol -handlers rout inely orga nize di scou rst', whether vcrl>cd 

or visual (1980) . In other word:" the way in which a journalisr tells th,= 

s tory is the story frame if thr' agenda setting function or the mecii:l 

shapes Wh e\[ reader;; and viewers think about, the way the media !'n:lJr .os 

a story shapes what or how they think Lakoff, (2004) Luntz , (2007) . f,'o,' 

example, Robert Entman explains that a dominant Ilews rrantl . 

supported by th e Bush ad ministration, emerged after the September :1 1, 

2001 terrori s t a ffects on the U.S a nd endorsed invadin g Afgh a nistan, al lei 

Iraq in a so-called "war on terror ," based in part on the alleged exister"c,: 

of weapons of mass df=:itruction in Iraq Entman, (2003) Cir.ed by pe ler 

a nd Christopher ,( 2010) . 

Agenda se tling anu framing an; I'elated theories or rna ::;::; CO!nlllUllicnLioll 

a nd public opinion. (Ibid). Max Well McCombs a nd Duna ld Sh a\\" 

authors of the seminal researci, article on agenda settill[', view f'rami 19 

and agenda seLting <.is overlar,ping functions. "Both Lb.e sdec lioll () ­

objec ts for a ttent ion anCl tbe sel :e ti on of fra mes for ti1 inl(in g ,·,l)(Jllt t h<:o\ 

objects a re powerful agenda se lting roles (Ibid). Likewise , Enltnan : ;Ct , " -
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agenda se LLing as parl of farmlr1L; 'Agenda setting can thus be seen "-;, 

another name for successfully .,)e rforming the first functi on o f framili b 

defining problems worthy of pLb:.ic and government a t tention Entma.'"! 

(2007). McCombs notes that lhe accumulated evidence of nea rly fcur 

decades of research on agenda ~ c l ting and framing is "that journalists dc , 

significantly influence their audience's picture of the world" (M c coml)s 

2004: 19). 

2.5 . 1 Dominant media frames 

The literature to (kltc has idc.l l. ified a nandful of frarncs lhat (J"".I1" 

commonly in th e news a lthough not necessarily simultaneously. Fram;~. 

appear Il1 many forms but pr ;clominantly used fram es are , conflict 

economIc consequence, heuna,· interest, moralitJ, and altri b~ltion 01" 

n;s ponsi b iE Ly. 

2.5.1.1 ConHict f,a<l1e 

as a means of capmring :.tLldierc" interes t. Neuman ct. t\1 i ~()c:2i fount' 

issues and that confl ict \vas the rLos t COrnlT10n in the ilan~;!\l! ... J ~ rc-1.:r'c -~~ 

in U.S n ews tb ey identified . De iheese, (2004} stares LltHL ,·,.l1,rJic:L rl ·~,n .. 

mostly appears in (he neW5 the.!1 a ny uther rrail1c"~;. :'t~s(':,:("I: 'JIl lje' /:· 

values poin ls to lhe importfil lC( of conl1ict. The presc[!,;c 

consisten tly li sted as is an esc, en tial criterion for mak;", 

story not" 01111' because .it lose: I~/' bUl a lso to nl(;ei" Ll !;,: 

, . . 
. ;!\.~\ ·.'S UI ~J 

standard s of balanced reporting. Framing news in terms oi" il·, ,., ," t. ,!.!i" 

consIOquences for the audience , I ;1 ,~ journali s tic l1e \vs valu':~ 'li· '·c·O. liltj: 

and "relevancc" aJc Ln.lll s ia tecl i'l tu the n ew" Dc \lr,·ssc , ( .. !U(H) 

'i'igist, :2008)." 



2 .5 .1.2 Human-interest frame 

This frame brings a human face or a n emotional angle to the 

presen tation of an event, issue or proble m. Neuman et al. (1992) 

described th is as the "human impact" frame, and next to connict, found 

to be a common frame in the news . As the market for news eve ry where 

become more competitive, journalists and edi to rs a re a t pains to produce 

a product that captures and rctains audience in teres t Benne lt,(199S). 

Framing news as human interest is one way to achieve thi s. Such u 

frame refers to an elTort to persona lize the news dramatize or 

"emotionalize' the news, in order to capture and retain audience interest. 

2.5.1.3 Econom ic conseque nces frame 

This frame reports an event, problem, or Issue m term s of tl1<' 

consequences it will have economically on an indiv idu'll, group 

institution religion, or country, Neuman et a !. (1992) al so ide ntify a 

common fram e in the news. The wide impact of a n event is all im porta nt 

news value , and economic consequences a re often considerable Graber, 

(1993) cited in Holli & Patti (2000). 

2.5.1.4 Morali ty frame 

This frame puts the (:v (; nr, problem, or issue in the context d religi ous 

tenets or moral prescriptions . Because of the p rofessional norm of 

objectivity, journa lists often mak':'! reference to mora l frames indirec tly­

through quotation or inference , for instan ce, by h aving someone else! 

raise the question Neuman et aI , (I (92). A newspaper could, i"or c: xample , 

use the views of an intercst f~rouP to fa lse ques t ions al " 'Ll l sexu[lily 

transmitted disc-ase, such a story may contain moral m e!:'sagc: or offer 

specific soci,,1 prescripT,io n aboF t how to behave. Although Neu mean .;t. 

al (1992) found Lhis frame to be more comm on in the m inds o!' c>. udiemcs 

2S 



than in the content of news, tlley nevertheless identified lhis frame 3.~; 

among the several used in reporting. 

2.5.1.5 Responsibility frame 

This frame presents an issue or problem in such a way a s to attribu te 

responsibility for its cause or so lution to either the governmenta l or to an 

individual or group. Although the existence of a responsibi lily fram!:! iL 

the news hap not been measu~ed explicitly, the U.S news m edia have 

been credited with (blamed for) shaping public understanding of who is 

responsible for causing or solvi ng key social problems, such o,s pove!tj' 

Iyenger,(1 987) . In general, the attribution of respon sibi lity frar;:le 

suggests what the cau ses are a nd what measures should be taken, as to 

kensickis, (2004). 

2.5.2 Criticism on framing th(:ory 

According to Scheufele (1999), w 2.ny of the limitations of m edia framing 

theory relates to its lack of a clear conceptual definition anrl gen era:ly 

appl icable operation though frami ng clearly provides a goorl in s ight il' [(' 

new events are covered by the r,1edia the process through which issues / 

events a re seen . 

Theory of media framin g found its base from m edia effects , espec iall) 

with in media manipu la tion n ·eories. Thus its foundatio n has dire·;t 

relation with mcdia effect theori:: s. Its cr itics started from th a t I L regards 

the audiences as passive to oppose "the persistent, pe rve rse, aJ·d 

emotion sophisticated persuas:ol1 of an interlocking m edia polit ical 

economic establishment" (Neumul et a I, 1992: 1) . Furthe.- C Vt; 1l whell 

research ers undertake experimental studies, they do nol L'xac tly show 

how and why news frames in ' ll! ,:nce audiences or readers behavic r, 

attitude and cognitive Scheufele (1199) . 
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Research es tha t do not focu s on framing e ffect on au d ien ce may focus OIl 

dominant fram es in news texts. According to Durha m (1 998) , resea rches ' 

focus on domin a nt frame result neglect of oppositional fram es tha t might 

exist in single texts. The other limitation of framing research relates to 

the framing process . As Scheufele (1 999) states framing s tudies neglect 

the important fac tors tha t determine frame produc tion. 

The theory of framin g research often assesses media effects , when; 

audiences a re seen to share the frames provided by journalis ts a s to, De 

verse, (2004). De verse (2004), says it is not easy to pin point whe the r the 

audien ce focus es on the 'frameJ or 'facts' about the news. 

Although the u se of frame theory can provide a better explana t.ion on 

how its m edia treat issues , reade rs use elements of framin g th eory to a 

very limited degree . The curren t research will use this concep t to s tudy 

the Ethiopian privat.! n ewspapers coverage and treatment of the Augu st 

20 10- December 2010 Growth and Transformation Plan. 

2.5.3 Place of frames in news 

A single sente nce can hold mo re' than one framing function (i.e de fin es 

problems, diagnose causes, makes moral judgment or su gges m 

remedies). As Neuman et al. (1992) says newspapers frame s torie s in 

the ir headlines and leads .As to tilem, the important places of frames in 

the newspaper a re in th eir headiines and sub headlines. Th ey prov ide 

not only a glimpse of journa lis t 's treatment of the story bu t the whok 

frame of the '3wry Johnson- Car te·e, (2005). This can be taken to 1I1 S Llt.-e 

fo r a journalist that l.h,.'! headline captures the sense of the story . 

However, this doe s no t mea n that journalists are a lways conscious o f 

how they frame s tories (Hackd t, 1984 and Parenti , 1993 c ited ln 

He.ll a ha n (1999 ), assert:, that journalists are not us ually aIc lt abo u t (hci;· 

framing of issues a nd events as a resent, frames can be ll j(~ resul t 0: 
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practitioners' unconscIOus aS3umptions about the social world. In 
addition, the deadline set fr(lm media of what let doe s not allow 
journa lists to stop and think how they frame the story though they frame 
each and every story Gibbs and Warhover,( 2002 .) 

In general TanKard (2001) citee: by Johnson- cartee (2005) puts a mon~ 
complete list of frames focal poillts in news texts. 

l.Headlines and kickers,~~. subheads, 3.photo heads,4.pho to 
captions,5.Leads, 6 .selectiofl of sources,7 .quotes selectIOn, 
8 .pullquotes,9. logos, 10.-statistics,figures,&graphs,and 11.concluding 
statements or paragraphs of statements. 

2.5.4. Factors affecting media f;ames 

Presenting the factors affecting the wayan event or issue is framed in the 
media is important for two reasons, as Entman 199 1 provides. First, for 
looking into whose frame of the ;;tory was presented and the second is to 
know the autonomy of journal ;sts to frame a particular issue med:a 
frames can be affected in many ways. Schufele( 1999) states five factors 
that potentially a frec l the way journalists frame a certain aspect of cd1 
issue or a s tory . Social llorms a'.1d values, organizational pressures and 
constraints, interest group's pre~: sures, sources, journalist's routines 8I-,d 
ideological or political orientaticm:: of jou rna list Rccse(1996), Tuchmall, 
(1998). 

The way news is frame in the mr '" ia is a result of social and profession2.l 
rou tines of journalists. Accordin ,~ to Edelm:Cll1 (1993) in SchufcJe) the 
choice of frames often is driv(~ll by id eology anci prejudice furthe r, 
organizational pressures that arise from ownership affected how and 
event will be framed. As to SheLlL~, (1999), time, human and financinl 
constraints, by lo.rge determine tr.e way s tories a re framed in media. 
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3.1 Res<'fll'ch Method 

The study empioyed qu&n tita llve and qualitative a pproaches as I:" ,~ 

principal and sU;Jplemcn tc..ry r ~ ~'earch :neth ods, respective ly. S ine thi ,; 

research is highly dependcn t I} ~ the da ta tha t gathered in n urneri ~ai 

form the quantitati'le n:'search ),lethod was found to be reliable and valid. 

Pesides, thi,; fLnllocl is freq uell ily used approach in fra ming research . 

MoreO'ier, tberc is ,L be lieLthal using qua li tative resea rch method m, t i 

supportitl g for q1.1~~nrila1'i~!C a .pp 'o i-! ch would address dii"ferent aspects or 

can b.:! \~"eU \"rea ted lIsing both ttj::iJfOaches at a tirl1e . Then the qL1c~ litati vL' 

approach .is u!;,;ci to f',C( i:l terp,, :l ane! well understand the actuhln;al.i.: ' 

()[ a giVC(l ~ itu[l. ti(Jl"l and the irnpl r :ation of quantitalivG (lc..~U : . Th~n;ru ·c . 

substantial "!'(:fility uf i.he research L: lat cou ld bring rnorc inforrrlution \v ;Lh 

the q Llantir::al v1:: an alysi s ~ the qu , t\ itaLi'/(; l'e::;ea rch ap proach is used. 

WeTe ill , iucle d In :hi", study: new:opapers tr :\:. 

"l-'~ ''''' ' '1 ..:. [( . ' -1'1t~ I D ' , , "r ' . ~. " . '" • r~'" ,... ( ' , ,} '. ··t j ' ,.' ~ ... ·t ' . .:.ttl ...... . ilJ.L(. ~ ... CL r l.c.1L \' 0"\ . 1(; 111C!Ul ea dd t.~ 'JLOJe( ~ 0 ... .r1C ... . uuy. 

:., ccia 1. .')olirica l and e; '::O lI OJni c issu es ;!s ,~·t; !J, 

purpost;~ fLll sarnpl;:: ~,~~ l l'c tion i) . three private NCV\fsp8p er s n anleiy t ':1t' 

Addis l~ cln'l(. ~ !)~; F>:por~ (~r ~ Arn h ~·lX!('.: , and Fortune (En giish ). 



3.3 Sampling technique 

Since the study a imed a t examining how the three private newspapers in 

focus Addis Admass, Fortune and Reporter frame issue of GTP, the 

researcher purposefully selected the population of newspapers that cover 

Social, Political and cconomic issllcs. Newspapers were mainly selected 

for having higher circulations and fo r their popularity in reader ship in 

th e country and for their major area of focus on social, pol itical, and 

economIc Issues that were believed to have included its issu e of the 

development plan since it is a ll a social, economic, political, and business 

concern. 

From the selected n ewspapers, Addis Admass a nd Reporter a re Amharic 

and Fortune is English . The selected two Amharic newspapers were 

assumed to help in getting the real understanding and frame of th e issue 

of GTP in the country while reading the articles in local language. 

Besides, th e researcher has believed th at takin g the selected Amharic 

newspapers wou ld give a good insight to thc issu e of GTP since they have 

written in local language . 

However, though there IS a real ity of only few educated people 

understanding th e English newspaper, the plan was designed for both 

local and foreign parti cipants in development a~ the developed countries 

are the main aclors in Ethiopia economy in assisting to achieve the pla n 

successfully with donation and loan, as the GTP document states. 

This was because, in the plan, there were m any issues tha t touch no t 

only the educated people in th e local context but also diplomats NGOs, 

a nd fore igners as well. 

Addis Admass, which is Amharic language newspaper that covers mostly 

of social, pol itical, economical issues as well. Ii is a weekly newspaper 

with average Circulation of 21,250, according to EBA, 20 11. 
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Fortune IS a private owned ncw;3paper that focuses on social, politica,l, 

and bus iness matters. It w<;t Oi establ ished 111 2000. It is an 8ngrish 

newspaper with the Average c;ircuIation of 8,875. It is a weekly 

newspaper. 

Reporter is an English langLlage newspaper that was establi shed in 

1995. It is published both it? Amharic and English languages. This 

research considered the Amh4,ric Version. Currently it is a bi-weekly 

newspaper with the Average cir:u lation of 9 ,800, as Ethiopian Broadcast 

Agency reports, in 2011. 

3 .4 Time frame 

It would be unreasonable to sel a specific time frame to getting a higher 

number of a rticles dealing with GTP. But there is a reference to sc:[ lim~ 

by relying mainly on the realit" that the government has prepared thi s 

plan after the end of the previolls economic pla n. Ini tially, this was dent: 

at the beginning of August 2010. Since August 2010 the government has 

been engaged in awareness creo.t.ion so as to address the concept of l . h·~ 

plan. The end of the time frarn~ was taken to be December. This was 

because; it was in this month that the parliament had ratified 1!1'" 

document. Hence, the research~ r:. believed this period might be taken in 

an assumption of getting higher numbcr of GTP articles. 

Within this t:ime frame, Reporl~r (Bi weekly) edition of each week \\a:; 

selected for analysis. This means four a rticles per mo nth . Therefore, l6 

editions for four months were ':aken for analysis. However, in order to 

include Wednesday & Sunday editions in the week in to the analysis, {o,' 

this specific newspapers, only, the study selected one day from eadl 

week's edition so that the two ·:Iays ' edition Wednesday was taker, frc·rr; 

the first week, Sunday from the second week, again Wcdnesday ['rom tnt: 
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third week and fina lly Sunday ,:c1ition for th e fourth week. Th eref"ore, ~2 

Vlednesday edi tions and 2 S una,IY editions hac! been represented. 

Likewise, from Addis Admass ilnd Fortune, since they are both week i:,> 

four articles per month were ili : luded in the analysis. This means, 16 

editions from each newspaper fc r four months were analyzed. 

3.5 Selection of stories 

In each of the three newspapel S, each a rticle was consid ered a LlI1; , c r 

a nalysis. All articles that wer-.: based on facts (News, features, and 

interviews) that deal with GTP of a ny kind were included for analysis . 

Figures were also included in the article so as to be a ble to see the 

relationship of the theme of thl. article and the visual representational' 

the plan. Theref"ore, both writter, and figures were coded. 

3.6 Interviews 

One Journalist who wrote most 0 \ the articles and one editor from ead 

newspaper was intended to b, included for an interview. They wert' 

selected purposefully on the ground that they wrote most of the articks 

about GTP from each newspaper, was selected for a n interview. However, 

in the end, two journalists from r<ortune a nd Admass, were not willing tG 

give information regarding the over all aspects of GTP. Thus, tlie 

researcher was forced to use only the rest informants. Hen ce, 3/4 of ti,e 

valid sample for this research, w,; rc included. 

3.7 Data Collection and Analy:.;is 

A quantitative content analysis a nd in depth interview arc used to colle ct 

and analyze essential data for the study . As m entioned in previous pal·t 

of the study, the content analYS IS is believed to be appropriate [\ ll<lly~'i s 

method for framin g research. Content analysis (also eallc;cl, textual 
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analysis) is a stRnc'ard rncthodc logy in the social sciences on the subj ect 

of Cfimmunic<.lrion cunll.'nt. It. , la:; been mentiol1,,!d that thi:; rcsear ,; iI 

a imed to look to Eihiopian priv8Ce media framing of the GTP issues whik 

reporting on GTP, bOlh in te:, tual a nd figu rative demonstrations I) , ' 

illustratiollf;, 

On lhe other h and, the rea~,()11 for car ryll1g out a supplementa ry 

qualitative approach (in· depth interview) was that it could enrich the 

work with the views of d iffereu s takeholders of the iss u e , Further, in 

dC!pth interview were optimal fo r collecting data on individua !s' personal 

histories, perspect i,,-cs , and eXlx' ;'ie nce, particularly when sensitive top iC I; 

are being explOi cd like in ~11is C:3:; (' the issue of GTP, 

Coding sheets to anaiyze the CI)n te nts of the newspaper s Wf:re adoplcci 

'rom previousl)' ll1" de rc':search 110m Sematek o and Valkenbu,-g il l (:?DG4 ! 

and prepared so as l.:c: b.:' a bk u a na lyze th e; dominant frames :..l :;vd , 

~ou!'ces CJ',.lokd, cine! p icL l.lrcs 1I~;C: w.bjj(' reponin g aboul G'J'P und n ,' ,,' [,::c, 

:J~ I'~se i1C\\'Sp:lf.H.:rs likr; any 0L11l. " t\:: por ts . Moreover; it was used to sox' 

\':~atever the nl('di~t rci nr()n· r. ~3 ::'1- challenges the CUtTcnt vie\vs I)r G ~" P 

\\'hich :s ,I <; tn.:tegic pla ll focu s ,)]\ the: aadicatioll of pO'/crty, Thcref01c , 

each article f>.'on-l ,_'[\ch lll : '.VSp ~q) ~·t about the plan were analy:zed ill t.erLl:; 

of :b.c stated curnpOnef!ts th at :u,,~ the kind s of :::~ources quuted) i"ra n1.;:-" 

applied , figu res nsed and loc~l tiUi I ~i of articles in each n (;·,\ · ~;pa!)cr. 

:3,8 C;:;.tegories of items in t.i: , ,~ coding sheet 

cJ.n sv:er in accurc! ~lr.'."C w ith the..:un text, the issu e ()f GTP. ~t. \vas tl"1\, n 

r, 1 1 1 .... c~ 0" ~ n j'I·1IerVl'e'\':) f;( t l1I'",· I\."!·)(,,r-I·'I " I' ...... .... - _ ..• ~ •.. • C.l . . " I b .. ') ~ . • _ .... ~ _ .' 
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there was a figure which part was domi nant from the figure what lhe 

caption said) and location of arLcles in the newspaper (whether the story 

was on the from page or inside page). 

The other group was comprised 0f dominant themes (Could be ambitious, 

informative, Discussive and feedbdck, and the likes!" and 

The next category took account of dominant sources of the story 

(whether, Donor, the public officia ls, experts, opposition party, peopbi, 

etc are quoted as sources). The rest includes the kinds of frame s used ill 

the media (whether it i.s a hUF:9211 interest, moral, educative advoca~y, 

att ribu tion of responsibility, connict elc frames) . 

3.9 The coding process 

To code articles two postgraducil:e students were trained or, how to ce·de 

newspapers and were given the coding s h eet and a coding book with llst 

of questions, and guides resjlectively. Then coders replay to the-s,: 

question, accordingly as they w·;:·c given hard cop ies of each newspClper, 

which includes a total of 48 editions of the total of three newspapers. LIst 

of questions for the coding shet:!: were developed from the literature Cl'.lel 

the current issue of GTP . FU":: ler questions about framing and til,,; 

existence of a frame in an artj,;le were adopted from previou sly m ar}; 

framing researches Tigist, (2007 ) and other researches that made on <l 

content analysis study. 

3.10 Reliability and validity 

Regarding reliability and va!idit " of using content analysis, the degree to 

\\'hich lhe t\\'o coders respolld tl) the same text in the same way (Coder~ ' 

agreement) was assured .Inter ~oc!er reliability therefore was mcasur c:d 

by using Ole !-lolsti's formula, \'/1[0:11 is: 
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Reliability = 2'm/ (N 1 +N2) whert; 

M is the i1umber of coding dec i!;i0ns on which the two coders agreed !.~; 

and N2 a re the total m ember of c:Jding decisions by the fir st a nd second 

coder respectively Bethelem (20(l6) & Tigist (2007) . 

Therefore, the degree to which t il ", two coders agrees ranges from 0.52 -

0.95 for the the 15% of the stori(:~ they coded . (See Appendix E) 

The validity can be assured from the categorization s of relevant issues l)l~ 

the coding sheet as well. Validity refe rs to th e extent to which a 

measuring procedure represent> the intended, and only [he intendc cL. 

concept Neuendorf. (2002,). In , hi s case, the objec tive of assessing t, )(: 

extent to which GTP is cove red in the Ethiopian private medi a and how it 

is fra med would be indicators of th e validity as the most irnportfll1t po ints 

in each category were reasonably developed and included. 
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Chapter Four: Presentation of Findings and Data Analys is 

This chapter deals with data presentation, analysis, and di scus sion . A,; 

stated earlier, the objective of this study was to examine the prominen':'; 

and the coverage given to the i:c,sue of GTP in the country , how it 1:; 

framed, and how the articles playa role regarding whether or not it 

reinforces or challenges the e Ul'l'ent perceptive of GTP. As a re sult, the 

findings are compiled and presented in tables and graphs with th e ir 

appropriate interpretations. 

4.1 The Nature of flie Newspapers Coverage or-GTP 

From the total of 48 editions, s elected sample private news pa pe rs , or.ly 

22 articles were found to deal with issues of GTP in these news paper:; 

during the period between AugU ,; l 2010 and December 2010. 'J'h u ,; , lhnc 

were 22 articles within the selece:i period and were analyzed. 

Figure Lpercentage of a.rticl e fl published. 
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As can be seen from riglure.l, ,Ju t of the total of 48 publ is hed a rticl e:;. 

throughout the give n rime !"ramc,22 stories were found to have discuss,x~ 

on GTP and related issues . This shares 45.8 percellt of the tola; 

ed itions of the three newspape r,. that is Fortune 54 .~i percen t, Ad Cl i ~' 

Admass 27.3 percent and Repo r·:er 18.2 percent of (he stories whj.;}, 

ma inly focused on the G'j'P and re lated issues. He re , as th e grap h :,h o\·.·!O 
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out of 22 artic les which arc valie in analyzing the newspapers, fi'O "hJ n,> 

shared more than half of the ; tfJ ries . However, the remaining 10 GTj) 

articles were found to be share'l by Admass and Reporter with 6 and 4 

a rticles, respectively. This res!!!!. sh ows that th e re was no sufficicnt 

media coverage from both Adm;;c;~; a nd Repor ter as they wen:, found eV;;[J 

to cover less than ball' of 16 articles for eacb newspaper from the pas:. '-r 

months. 

Figure 2 percentages of news ~\Ild feature distributions of articles . 

News Feture 

Of the 22 '",rtieles [h 'lt were rOll f 1'.1 to have (he iss ue of GTP. 50";;, \I'e,(:, 

presented as nl~\\'S stories 'Nhik '~l~ rest 5CYX) \overe feflture CTP sLories ~ s 

can be seen from Figure 2 above., i~egarding the location uf th<:se stOl'its, 

54.5% OJ the articles were insicfe page stories while only "i5,5'!'o "j' tIl t 

stories appeared as front·page siOries . Th is shows the news vaiue given 

to the iSS1.1e of GTP b y lookin[; ill. the locat ion on which it nppean~j, 

Important stories l,l\en appear h " the front page while> le~; s liTlponanL 

stories corne 01.1t on In ~~id (:. 
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Figure .3 percentages of articles published as front page and inside 

page. 
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Front page Insidepage 

As figu re 3 shows the newspaper presented the issue of GTP with 45 .5 

percen t as front page and in 54.5 percent as inside page. Thus, it can be 

said tha t the news value given for the issu e of GTP was somehow less . 

4 .2 Aspects of GTPl 

Table 1 Percentages of aspects of GTP mentioned in the articles 

Name of newsp apers 
Aspects of GTP 

Admass Fortune Reporter 

N=6 N=1 2 N=4 

Agricu I tu ral 50 4 l. 6 50 

Industrial 33.4 33.4 25 

Sectoral Service 16.6 16 .6 25 

Capacity building and - 8.3 -

good governance 

I Some of the stories dealt with two or more aspects of GTP as a result the sum exceed 100. 
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As stated above on table 1,all news papers tends to mainly report on 

agricultural and industrial aspects of OTP over other aspects. From the 

total of 22 articles, agricultural aspects of the issue were mentioned in 

50,41.6 and 50 percent as per the news papers of Admass, Fortune and 

Reporter respectively. Next to t he agricu lture, the a nalyzed articles were 

focused on industry. Thus, Admass shares 33.4, Fortune 33.4 and 25 

percent for Reporter. Sectoral s(~ rvices was found with a least percent<lge 

that accounts 16.6 percent for Admass 16.6 percent for forLune and 23 

percent for reporter. Moreovel what was not found in Admass and 

Reporter was capacity- buildinG and governance while it was fa-und in 

Fortune with 8.3 percent. 

4.3 Themes 

Figure 4 Themes that were use d in all the stories. 
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Table 2 Per,:cntage of themes that were used in the analyzed article '> 

Themes 1 I.Na~l'~s of the newspapers 

Ad mass Fortune I Reporter I 
1 n f o-r-n-l a-t-c-i v- , I :; 
Achievable 33. 

S N=12 N=4 

4 50 50 

4 33.4 25 

Overambitious 16 6 - 25 
I I Sugges tive 16 ,6 -

-

l 6 -- -

1 -- - J 

rDiscussive 16, 
I 
i ,,~d feedback .~. 

As can be 5,,211 in table 2 a bove , from the total of 22 articles which W(:fe 

found valid, informative theme 'Nas found dominant across t he three 

news paper" I)y pertaining in !\udis Admass 33.4 percent, ForLUne ~)C' 

percent and 50 percent for k cporter . This theme frequently fOLlJ1c 

(explaining " IJOLIt what ,for Instance, a gricultural ancl incl u SLrtu.i. 

componen ' c' d GTP are). Folio\', ing informative theme ambitious theme 

which com e>; m ostly wit.h achie"able conclusion, was the second lheme. 

by 33 .4, 3:1. I, 25 percent in Addis Admass , Fortune <'nd Report ~I 

respective] F. 

Over ambi t i ~~\.:s or unattai nab'e theme was also covered, in Addi~; 

AdmD.ss ap e' ~ ,, ';p(;rk r being a ';entral theme by 16.6 a nd 25 percen t , 

,·espeerively . However, thj~ then e was pertinen t in reponer news pap t.'! I 

.The rest tv') themes name'!\- 'll~sgest i ve and discllssive a;1c1 feedba!"k 

were less employed . As a resulL, s uggestive Lheme was only perl.i ne nt in 

Fortune \\'ith 16.6 percent. On Lh.~ other hand , discusive and feedback 

was only employed in Adm::tss by 16 .6 perCl'llt . 
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4.4 Sources Identified and Quoted 

Table 3 Percentage of sources used in the analyzed articles 

Sources Newspapers 

Admass 

N~6 Fortune Reporter 

N~12 N~4 

Government officials 50 41.6 50 

The puplic 16.6 - -

Experts - 33 .4 25 

Donors - - -

International - - -

organizations 

GTP documents - 16.6 -

Opposition leaders 16.6 - 25 

Research and - 25 -

Researcher findings 

Not specified 16 .6 
1

25 -

Regarding source2 d istribution across the a rticles, government officials 

were extensively quoted as sources at 50 percent for each Admass and 

Reporter newspaper. On the other hand, Fortune attributed government 

officials in 4 1.6 percent in the analyzed a r ticles . Experts were quoted as 

second dominant sources by 33.4 and 25 percent in Fortune and 

reporter news papers respectively, while experts were n ot pe rtinent in 

Addis Admass. Opposition pany leaders were given the third place by 

Addis Admass and reporter with 25 percent for Reporter and 16.6 

percent for Admass. The public was quoted only in Admass by 16.6 

percent. When we come to the absence, Donors, and internationa l 

2 Some of the stories dealt with (\Vo or more sources as a resu lt the sum exceed 100. 
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organizatiO!~ ',I'e re not attributeo ill a ny of the analyzed articles. ]-I o \\'e Vt'f' , 

these sources were expected to :)e ';mployed . The category "not specified" 

refers to unnamed sources .n ostly used in Fortune and Admas,; 

newspapers. 

Informants acknowledged the exC'eSSlve use of government officials and 

experts as sources . lnformant 3 stated that these groups were the mos ~ 

responsible agent in any aspect of the GTP, and accordingly he ld relevant 

and complete information. One infol'lnant acknowledged the importance 

of considering the public sources about GTP, but due to budget 

constraints and market orientation, it did not intensively utilize. With 

regard to opposition leaders, inform ants 4 stated that most opposition 

leaders were not inlerested to gilc deta il information about GTP. 

4 .5 Framing of GTP 

Table 4 percentage of frame dbtribution across the newspapers 
r=:- -. 
I Frames 

I :::~::p,;; ~~c~~:"~",,,; ... -= 
L-. _~~~_ _t=12 N=4 _______ .1 

! Attribu tio n or of 25 156.3 18.8 1 

E~onsibility _ ____ I _ 1 

I Economic 13l.3 150 12.5 1 
consequence I 1 I I 

iconrr:ct-'---ju:5' --'---1- 25 1 6.3 --i 
~ .~' 12 .5 ... "'_116.3 ____ _ -l I Human interest- i 12.5 U __ • _ ~_ __------J 

~dUC&ti;e-------~'-R;3--~~~ -----l---d' 6.3 j 
I DiagrwsLic 6.3 6.3 -.- -- -- - ------ .. - --_ .. _- - - ----- ----- -- _.- -- - --



Pictures have L1h' pOlVer to tell ti1e s tory frames, However , in the th ree 

newspapers a tala, of 22 articles published only 16 articles were found 

with pictures, and of this 62,5 percent were located on front page while 

the rest 37,5 wen' placed on the ins ide pages of the newspapers, All t.he 

pictures show " I,uman face of officials, experts and some opposition 

leaders, In terms of newspapers distribution, Fortune alone covered 6:/..5 

percent of the picw re:; , where as Addis Admass and Reporter covered 25 

and 12,5 percen t, rc ::;pectively. Here it should be noted that there was no 

public face appea .. 'cl in the articles. On the other hand, except Fortune 

the rest newspa jlVrs employed a very least number of figu res in th('~ 

analyzed article s , 

The distribution oj' frames acrC'ss the newspapers figures shows som(' 

sort of diversity, Portune signif:cantly used attribution of responsibility 

frame in 56,3 percenL of the <".nalyzed a rticles. Addis Admass a n d 

Reporter employed Lil is frame 111 25 percent and 18,8 percent of Lhe 

articles covered CTP s tories . Compared to others , Fortune used the 

economic conseliLlcnce frame as the second dominant frame in its 

articles analyzed. For Addis Adm,,"ss the most frequently u sed frame wa s 

the economic consequence frame , All newspapers less used the rest four 

frames. Even the educative frame and the diagnostic frame were not used 

in Fortune and Repone I', respectively , 

Findings indicat~ci, Fortune and Reporter newspapers attributed 

responsibility to gove rnment acti ::lll as the ability to change or to lake a n 

action since the gOl'ernment designed the plan, In contrast, Addis 

Admass frequen tlv used the economic con sequence frame to indicate the 

economic impact of (.TTP and the opportunity it has on the individual or 

group and on th e ~Ol ll1try a a ""hole . However, the educative frame 

which may be m ore appropriate [0 the issue of GTP was least employed 

in all the newspapc"s . 
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The rela tionshlj) I,vt\vee n fr;ulw s a nd sources is presented in table (see 

uppendix A).T ih' 11"l cljoriLy oi\1 ~OL\rces (52.5) u sed 
,\ 

111 attri bution 

responsibility i"rit/nt:s wer,: gc.vcrnment offic ia ls while experts (37 .:5 

percen t) quoted ,n : cial:ioll co economIc cons equen ce frame . Anutl!e r 

central findin g : .. U!c'l.lgh kas '_Ised, human inte rest rrame was (54) 

intensively qUal,· i:1 '.,TP slor:es . Furthermore , the tabie interestin gly 

shows that the !_'po,ition parly me mbers were significantly quoted in 

stories where Lh ,· ,., H1 fiic t frame was u sed. 

'r'he results of i: lterview regarding frame IS presen ted in two section:> 

.The first part d(;als viith frame, them selves wh ile the second part d elll:, 

--with factors-rtra-r RffecLframes. 

4 .5 .1 Frames 

Key informants related the foctl" on GTP USlllg informative approach 

with informative I : 1Cl1"l(, info rma l l ~ 2 staled th at a ll government offici;)l,-, 

and exoerts e(llo t' I~; we:'" d irectedj ill ;.!.warencsJ cre ~l lion abou t GTP before • 
its implernent".l;",· .!3y collec ti n g relevant i!1formation rega rding GTP 

{rOlE cfEcjal;;: Ctnri expel'ts} t.hese ne \v ~ pC.lpen:; vvere playin g inforn11ni \I(' 

rolc . 

Whe:J asked aboLli. In <: achievaUe rheme of GTj ' , the in rOrITl8.nlS s t8t<:c1 

thOlt frolTJ tile t W(; I)oinl.s of viel;' .In forma llt '2 fro m Fortu ne stared IJul 

they managed dh;; . ("po r t,; on U·,~ i';sue o ( CTlj fro m government. point. ,J!" 

view because the\ believed lhat the gm'l·rnment was m ore r :::spon J:'.Jk 

a n d ccmccrned ,I buut the pla n. Since; tlw official::; v,,·e rc contirn.lOLlc;'y 

saying rhat it \-\'a ~ ilCh i\. ... 'ct bk:: une. (Ioable . On the other J:.arl d ) inforn1ant 3 

from Reporter rcs"rckd the GTP as an ove r am:) itiollS a nd u nattainab le 

p lan . His ideas We"·': ;-('suited co' lsidering the opposi tion ko.ders poillt of 

V!e\\" , 

I\1oreover as the ;:!.'~) . infoflT.l2. I1t :.i- i\'ere asked regard ing discussive artd 

feedback lhcc-lt~: ~:J ' uf chern 1. J(1v." ques ti oned Lht: rnar-kei: va lu(-: of the ir 

fic'xspapr;r if tl~·r:· ,'-:, , ,_ !::ngaged ,n l"I.:-porting GTf' I.hrU l :gh oLl : til l p~Ti ( )( ~ 
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Further, they ~ll<1ICd th aL they ilad limit ::t tion with the ilLllll:t il l"C SUUI ',-; 

to report GTP fr om th e public p(>int of view. 

4.5.2 Factors that affected th e frames 

Informants were not conscious of how the newspapers stories wcr,~ 

frame . Most agreed that they at;ernpt to achieve objectivity an d aCC1..1l d':: 

This shows the professional se lf-reflection of journali sts o fte n ach ieV<' :u 

's imply reflect what really ha pl:ened and/ or to provide factual accoUJ : n 

of the truth' Ed)' (1999) .Echo in,:; this self-reflection informan ts said LLl'? 

report fac ts "as they were". He said, "Didn't attempt th e fact:; to our th' ' 1 

or other agendas" . When they 2si,ed about the roles- e[' publishing-tht-~ 

stories all infonnants stated informing the public about GTP as the m ajo,' 

purposes. 

Regarding the journalists rCLlti nes, inform ants sharcd the SU: ',lC 

expenences as if they were not getting prepared to gather rep,,)!' t 

info,mation from cl ifkrcnt so urces . Informant 1 told tlley si mply focu,',"d 

on only franl expc:-ts and officia ls point of view . Moreover informa nt '\ 

said "as this ec:uno o1ic plan v.'us designed by governIYlen t \ve [noe ':!" 

believed tllat sW.te media would cover it as m ost of the state n ewspa}J<'l. , 

published more thl n one cl ay per wee k." 

Regardin g donors, and internatJo: I8.! organizations, which were not lI s_cl 

as sources, informa.nts told that these agents' views were not easy to "c~ 

8.t the t ime .As they said the issue of GTP was fl Ot familia l' to them . 

l'he other majo)' j';)clor" that. was foun d cO a ffec t. GTP issLle framing II ,,~ ; 

resou rce s and filla nce co nstra ints. As informant 4 stated the ma v)' 

objective of these private newspapers was entertaining the readers 

instead of focusing on hu rd new', like GTP slor ies . 
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4.6 Roles i~ed(J l'.~" .;d by 1\ mvspapel's 

:~'igu:re 5 percentage of the rules Performed by newspapers 

Sugge~tion .w::J 

Evaluate and interpret ~7·W7:"~.r 

Cause and defi!lition ~,u-:'';';ri~·;-·ut~;J 

o 10 30 40 so 60 

As can be seen on figure 5, pro, ·i.d ing information was the dominant r<.le 

of the an alyzed newsparers. Th is accounts 58 .6 percent .On the olh:J 

hand, the role of Sug';est. rreatrr.ent of the issue was th e least 1'I11ployc d. 

ThllS, it shares 5. 1 percent 0; the stories though this role ww !: "(~ 

fundC'.mental for the feature imr-lementation of GTP, it was fou nd kss [,. 

be u sed. 

Regarding the c1istrib1..aion of the role s of the analyzed a rticles aeros; l:,1<:­

newspapei·S, For!une wilh (56.3) hael the highes t share in prov ding 

information an10ng the newspap,~rs . Whereas, the rest two newspapPfs 

namely Admas., and Reporter cO i ereel with 4 4 .7 percent. Thus , almost .. .1 i. 

newspapers wc~·e used to pro', ide iDfonn ation withoUl adequatelY 

presenting the ;'ules of art icles 
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4.7. Results and Discussion 

The research began with the purpose of examme how the private 

newspapers framed the issue of GTP as a nationa l issu e. It a lso 

attempted to find out domina nt themes, sources as well as the roles of 

newspapers played in the coverage of the issues of GTP. For th is 

purpose, three private newspapers contents were analyzed during a 

period of four months. Moreover, journalists a nd editors, who worked for 

the three newspapers, were in terviewed . 

As stated in the presentation section, out of the total of 48 published 

articles throughout the given time frame, 22 stories were found to have 

discussed on GTP and related issues. This shares 45.8 percent of the 

total editors of the three newspapers. Out of this Fortune shared 54.5 

percent, Addis Admass, 27 .3 percent and Reporter, 8.2 percent. From 

this, Fortune took more than half of the a rticles talked about the GTP 

stories. In all the newspapers, informative theme was the most freque ntly 

used there when covering the issue . 

Moreover, the majority of these stories were attributed to government 

officials and experts . The following sections interpret a nd discuses the 

results found in the a bove sections. Moreover, this section relates the 

finding of the current research to the existing framing theories and 

related literatures . 

4.7.1 Number of Articles 

As compare to previou s national issue study, drought and famine , 

Bethlehem (2006) th e issue of GTP was not given enough coverage. This 

was because, out of the total of 48 editions of the three newspapers 

throughout the four mon ths, less than h a lf (22 articles) covered the 

Issues. 
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In terms of quali ty , Fc,nullt' pt ' blished J 2 stories th :-li "I'ere related with 

GTP issu es . One major i'uc tor that made f ortune to cover a hi gh 

numbers of th e cLnicle~ Oi1 U"P might be that the ll c'wspapers me,iJ dy 

focused on economic and business issues . As En tman (199 1) stated 

media frame an issue or eve!l t as s ignificant through a number cf 

articles, Therefor,.', it might be pcssible La say fortune has framed GTP 

issues as significant. 

The finding£ indicate u high degree of difference ulI10n g these cl .J·e ' 

newspapers in te rms of their riel.d of interest. Fortune, wh ich focus,~s 

mostly on economic and busine 35 areas, published m ore than half of (h,~ 

ar ticles and 62 ,5 percel~t of the pictu res were employecl III [Li s 

newspaper. Here, II shou ld lX' notecl that Fonune has the I.·I.I · · 

newspaper, which u~ed diiTe,ent graphs, charts and other fi gl I'i ' 

categor ies in the period . 

Hence, Fortune see!":l" to frame GTP as significant and both number 0; 

articles and .!xG,tic!es. The rest ':wo, Admass and Reporter, seem to give 

less importance to the issue , 

4,7.2 Aspect of GTP 

The findings indicated , all newspapers focused mainly on reponi,1t, 

agricultural and inclu r; tria i aSjJects of gtp over the other aspec l.s 

Generally, in aii newspapers, agricultural aspect of the issu e IVa:' 

ment;oncd in 42.2 pe rcent. Nex t to agriculture, the a rticles were focus ~d 

on ir:clustTY, '1'1'11.1 '" the capac ir y building a nd good govc ;-m,ncc a : .(i 

sec toral SCI'VlCe wen; the It asl mentioned, In o ther words, t.J~ c 

ne'.l'spav;rs \'!erc fou nd to be G,)minantly engaged in the selection a'~d 

salisnce of agriculli.ll'::d anei in cllhlria l aspects of GTP. This indicatccl lh .,t 

henv nruch lle\','~-·~ org[: t niz~ltions , journalis ts] and editors \verc engaged .n 

reporticg one :(,'; 0';; '.: t0 of GTP ove . the others, 



4.'1.3 Themes 

GTP is planned due to various ro·asons. Moreover, different stakeholders 
are responsible. When an issue or event has several shareholders, 'he 
media tend to focus on certain e lement of that issue (And sager a n::! 
Powers, 1993). In line with th is view, the finding of this research 
indicated that the newspapers (end to concen trate on a limited number 
of themes in related to GTP issues . The a nalyzed newspapers gav., 
priority to educating the public before GTP implemented. 

It is possible that the- period chosen for -this - study might rew" 
contributed to this finding s ince the research period included the time 
when the GTP document was officially announced on August 2010. 

However, the continuous natur,~ of the plan invited oth er themes such 
as, achievable, overambit.ious, suggestive, and discursive a nd feedback in 
which the newspapers covered witn limited articles. 

However. extensive focus on informative theme ha~ its own limitation. 
First it focused only on government officials and experts without the 
informed consent of the public). Second, most of the analyzed 
newspapers treated and framed the issue of GTP as single issue, which 
would be addressed through providing information. 

The news papers regarding gove "nment as an important shareholde; in 
the issue of GTP. The finding~ show that the analyzed newspapers 
focused less on other stakeholders su ch as the public, donor". 
international organi7..ations and opposition political party leaders. 

4.'7.4 Sources 

The newspapers primarily relied Oil government officials and exper ts in 
reporting GTP is~ues. Oppositi·n; leaders, research and researche .­
findings, and the public were used as a sources in a limited extent. Th.,: 
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rcsearch find i:-lg i!ldicates all tlte newspa pers attr ibuted the GTP s to ries 

basically by u~ing Dfficials am expert sources . I-lcncc, the newspa pers 

did no t include the a ll s ide of so urces effectively . 

Over reeling on officials a n d expert sources can resu lt down playing other 

equally important sources. Although GTP is a na tionwide p lay, the pu bli .: 

were a lmosr ir. vis ible in the am,)yzed newspaper s . S ince on ly in Ad mas.; 

the public was qu oted in one 8 : ticies, s imila rly , op position lea ders W(T' ~ 

no t intensively at::rib uted since l:h :::y were quoted on ly in two a r ticles . 

AnoJher centraLiinding of this r esear~h wa s donoFs- a nd interna tion-cli 

orga niz'l.lions wel·e rlot quoted e"e n in a si ngle a r ticle . 

4 .7 .5 Frame ;; 

As discu ssed ea rl ier, analyzing newspapers framing may begin wi tr,. 

addressing the number of stories and their location wi th in tilt: 

n ·~w~papej"s . The results indi .;ated th a t the n ewspapers ernployt;c. 

different: frames ill !-epor ling d iffe rent issues. Th e fre q uency of U-, is 

fl:G.111es ra n ged from mos t frequ en t (attributions of responsibil ity) to tile 

low Yrequcnr CdLl~c',;\'e a nd diag.iOstic fra lnes . Bu t, for Admass the mo ",~ 

frequent [rarne \\'21S econOfm,; consequ ence [ra j 1e . The fo llowing 

discussion will cleal with each of the fram es one by on .. 

Attribution of Re s pon sibilit y F .. ·:;. m es 

Th is frn,-ne was the mos t freque n tly utilized frame in a ll a na lyzd 

ll.f; WS pa.l)(:-rs ,"xc:,pl ;n /\drn a ss . C:e nera lly, it was u sed in 35 .4 percent ,if 

thro an:·<iyzed ':lOri ,:" . Th ,~ Lise O!· this frame might ~uggest tha t J I ( 

ne\i<,papers a l rr ibcllcd t.he iss ue or GTP to govern me n t hav ing the a bili ly 

1:0 c:J1cm.gc: ,ll! aCUe)'!. The u se of th,S fra me seems tha t newspa peJ G 

especIallY F01·tUl1C dud !~cpo ~ · te r l Hi rned a t In aking gover nn1t"LL 

r\;,,:·.pon~jl:,lC:' ",'iLb.lh.ll rnenLioning :he public and oth l'!r S'J u rces as havic ~ 
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the powntial Lo ,'onlriIJulc or pm'licipatc in development process. A,,> a 

resul t , the newspapers attr ibutl l ') govern ment and experts. Further, I h'" 

articles rarely attributed the issue of GTp to more than one agents .. In 

other words, otl-,er sharcholde;s such as the pu blic opposi tion pa rt:" 

leaders were not given much emphasis. 

Economic Consequence Frame 

As this frame was expected to il?dicate the economic impact of GTP, and 

the opportun ity it has on the individual or group and the count ry as a 

whole, it was used as a second dominanLlrame_ in all analj'zed 

newspapers. The study's findings indica ted th at the newspapers 

employed this framc ill 31 .3 percent while presenting the issue in thic; 

frame the newspapers were m entioning of the cost / degree of expense 

expected to perfarm the CTP. I}overnment programs which deals with 

hea lth, economy or' other issues are particula rly expressed within th is 

fame Neuman et .,,1 ,( 1992). Acc(.rd ing to Neuman and his collogu es, thi~ 

frame is usually an out co me of covering issues from authorities' swn0 

points. Thi s fr8Jne also indica tr;s "The economica l consequence of 

pursull1g or nor: pursuing varies politics objeclives"(1992 :63). Thus, 

economic COJ1sc:yuence framc is -Cl ppropriate for issue like GTP. However; 

the analyz;;d m:wspapcrs , excep<: !-.ddis Admass, employed this frame a:; 

a second clmninccnt. Even tb e bu lim:s::; and economic Newspaper Fortu"e 

secn:s to use less in this frame 

Conflict Frame 

Thi s frame was the third tmploy ~rl frame in all the newspapers . Thus, it 

wa s utilized in a lirilited ex tent ir, 14 .6 percent. Compared to the rest two 

newspapers, l"ortune used this :'rame rela tively with high frequency. In 

read1ing the plan with a variety 0 ': supportive ideas so <1" [0 inc(J:-ponl1e 

additional infurmiltion, thi» type of frame is a ppropriate' "ince it gives [J 
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challce of pn:s-:ntiJlg to or more sides and OppOSll1g vIews. 111 1'0rtLblt:, 

newspaper experts have been Ilsed as a sou rce of optional informatlOJ1 

a nd as fo r capturing a media 'ltt-;!ntion. Thus, Semetko a nd Valkenburg 

(2000) agrel'!d that media us'' conf1ict as a mea ns of capturin g c.f 

audience . Find ings indicmed Lhat the a nalyzed newspa pers used ths 

conflic t frame in a lim ited exten t to present the issue of GTP by providing 

opposing views or Ideas from opposi tion leaders. Even party leaders were 

quo ted as a suurce in Ad mass and Reporter on ly once for each. 

Human interest, educative and diagnostic frames 

The set of frames , which indudes human interest, educative and 

diagnostic , were the least emplo\red fram es in a ll the newspapers. Within 

this group, the diagnostic and educative frame s were not employed 

Reporter and Fonune, respectil'f' ly . News papers views human interes',_ 

frame w acquire 8udie;lce atter- tion and w show the s ign ificance of the 

problem, SefTJetko a nd Valkenburg (2000 :96) . This frame emphasizes t '1e 

situa'ion or a n ii"ldiviclual or a [:roup , who is directly affected by the 

Issue, as a hun ,a n exa mple. A :; ~'indings indicated, the human in te rl":; I. 

frame was emp.loyed in 10.4 percen t. On the other hand, educative and 

diagnostic fram es, as they were used only in 4.2 percent each, were 

found to bs ;) :l1iss ing frame. H,:nce, the edu cative frame which may ':le 

Inor .. ; :>ppr'lpr iatc to fcu:;e awareness to the issue of GTP was least 

elnpluyed .;.11 the n~-:"NSpi.1pers ana tyzed. 

4 .7.6. Rol" cf rff.e dia 

!n (his part of the' disc Lls sio n , ;1::; the uther re~eurch question of th is 

~'.udy, was to tXclll1inc: \\'hat i.ypt· of functio n s the research ed newspapers 

provi.ded ciuring t he pe riod ill C]w :stion . The analyzed n ewspapers defined 

the iS SUi; of CTE' to some ex ten t. As times, they even provided i::;slICS 

related '.";th :i1" cause of design ir,.g GTP. With li mited ex tent, it can be 
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said that th e nc\,,'spapcrs 1:0 a ,;c:rtain dcgr.x defined issue elated with 

GTP. Moreovet, the newspaper's cvaluated and imerprcted the GTP. 

However , the findings show hov/ th e newspapers p rimarily were eng[·\ged 

In providing information ab,mt ClTP. The nc:w~;papers providi'.1g 

information regarding aspects of GTP, especially on agricultural and 

industry aspec ts of ovcr the ocher. As thc analy:',cd of the frame Ins 

indica ted, the papc r's we re lal'/:~cly engaged in this type of informaLi rJ[( 

coming from governmcllL olTicia,s and experts rather than analyzing and 

suggcsting alternative- views thar ')Jould come from other stakeholders. 
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Chapter Five: Slunmary, Conclusion and 

Reco::nmendations 

5.1 Summary and Conclusion 

Ethiopia is one of the poorest a.ld least developed countries in the wolle . 

Poverty stands at the forefront I)f a n excess of embracing si tuation that 

Ethiopia faces at present. In overcoming this reality, the government of 

Ethiopia issued the growth and transformation plan (GTP)which outlined 

poverty reduction approaches based on the major four Macro economy 

-sectors (on Agriculture, Industry ,eapaci1y bui lding &Good Governan ce, 

and Service Sector Developrr.cnt). However, overcoming poverty i~; 

constrained by a m ix of the 30cio- cultural, economic, a nd politi,:al 

factors. These factors are then r ~sLl lted to be manifested by the less work 

habit of the society. Media are then importan t in contribclLing accurate 

information regarding the issue ; 0 the pUblic. 

This paper also argued that it is not oniy the number of coverage thar 

m a tters the most, but' it hig.lly depends on how the local m edia 

ponrayed and fram ed the issue (If '3TP and rela ted issues. 

However, ill many researches IT!:1de locally, local media a re seen to 

portray issues negatively and in, ·o rrectly. Espec ially, Hallelujah in 2U08, 

indicates journalists have been seen to have lack of professional and 

etbical stanaards . As stated th ul this problem is highly dom inant in 

private media praction"rs . As re;;, i1t shown by Halle lujah, found to ha\.'c 

a direct relation, which could b~ ;:aken as a reference point where 0 1lC 

enables to see the framine process. Hence, the question 'Jf 

professiona.lism a n d other e thi ':'ai consideration are or the pillars uf 

jourm<iism <mel [rcuning res~a rch. 



This research proposed to CX<lltllne bow the [ss m: of GTP was coven:d, 

framed a n d portrayed withi n the period s be tween August 2010 and 

Decem ber 2010 in the three pri"ate newspa pers (Fortu ne, Addis Admass, 

a nd Repor te r). The research attempted to see dominantly covered aspect., 

of GTP a nd pictu res used in these newspa pers by making fram ing them .l 

cen tral to the work. 

The research was cond ucted llsmg quantitative as well as quali tativ ,; 

research m ethods to enrich the o utput. A conten t a na lysis was used to 

gath er a nd analyze info rmation regarding n u m ber of coverage, artick 

fo rma t, arti cle locations , them e:" aspects of GTP, sources and frames ill 

the a r ticles. On the other h and, in-depth- interview was used to get 

information wilh editors and j Ot! m a lists fro m each newspaper that wOlde! 

have been impossible to rind with qua nti tative a pproach a lone . An 

attempt wa:; m ade to discuss thc re sults based on the li terature, t.'le 

local context of the "OlI!1U-y , ancl r':am ing theo ry. 

Base on the results, except Fc rtune the re:;t newspapers devoted ies:; 

than h a lf perc~nt ccveragc of all ether issu es. This implies Lll[,t the iss lI;: 

is not as newsworthy as other cop ics for these new:'paper s . HowcVc"r, i t 

s hould be noted that 50 percen l of the s tories as news stories and 5 11 

percent as feature stories were 1= ' l sented . 

Aithou gh less coverage is be tter' than no coverage at all, Liw :;over8;,,: 

SeemH to be one sided as can b, ! noted in the di scussion all tlc.;WSP', p'.;["t: 

were uLiiized LO ce,'" , \" U'l'IJ fi 'Ol ll informa tive approach . However 1.11,: uti :." . 

most, parcicipatOry 5.pproach , vJotS u sed to a very lim ited extent. In olter 

'- 'iords, not uti ';1C\VSpapers ~epolt(!d intensively a bout the views of other;: 

including the public. All the ne ~/s papcrs aiso [lttach"d rcsponsibili ty to 

gover nment and experts. 
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Ti-lUS, as seen in all three newspapers, the articles Jack direc t testimon ies 
of the public in discussion to which the public are the l1lain concern of 
OTP. This is to mea n that as ~;aj d in the litera ture, the period between 
the end of September and the beginning of December 2010 was the time 
that the OTP was intended to b,! discussed among the p ublic that is, in 
Participatory approach. However , a lmost none of the arl icle has been 
used to see OTP in the public eyes. Here Admass was better III 

presenting GTP at least in one ar ticle from the publi c poi m a/" view. III 
addition, as said in the literature, the kind of sources used in a story 
tells more a bout the s tory fra me. As such, OTP stories in the q'J"(':c 
private newspapers a re c rominnntly framed in informative as 'Ofric iill:> 
and Experts' explain a bout OTP in its economic implications . On the 
other hand, it could be say thai discussions held in differcnt part of lh" 
coun try were not seen ill these nedia. 

Again in a ll the newspapers, the' a rticles did not mention frequently the 
presence of :lchi eving the mille r.nium development goal poverty, a .: 1C 
pre\'ious fifth year growth as a cause for the issue of OTP As a result, 
the root cause a nd th e need lor GTP were not reflected in Liwsl' 
newspapers as to use the moral evaluation o f th e issue to be unders tooci 
by the public . 

In these newspapcrs, what is ITt::Jn~ seen IS that they do n ot often attac:]-, 
pictures for a GTP story . Here , l egarding pictures Fortune was better to 
empioy , In ge neral, Llsing few :·r amounts of pictures in these th r,~e 

newspapers partly depicted , the vfJ.lues attached to the issue of OTP th at 
they do not: consider pictures arc important in such s tories Wi we ll, 

The newspaper s were also found tv be dominantly engaged in selection 
and salience of good governance ,md capacily building aspects of OTi'. 
All seem to h,we chosen ends ( '11 what to repor t more and on what LO 

report less and how. For iL:3 ~ance , Capacity build in g and goneJ 
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governance, wh ich presented in common in these three newspape rs, was 

less reported ovc:r other asp.;c ts. On the a ll LeI' h a nd , wilat w,'('I; 

frequently covered aspects of GTP were agricultural and industria l 

aspects followed by service sec tor. Thi s s h ows how much ne NS 

orga nizations , journa iis ts and editors are engaged in selection and 

salience of issues in the media. 

As argued in the literature, by lraming certain aspects of GTP a ppear in 

cer tain ways, m edia parishione: 's frame the way readers unde rs ta nding 

of the issue. 

5.2 On the need for further :researches 

This study a ttempted to give insig' lt on how the printe i mctii:l framed or. 

issues of GTP. However, it ha~ ; not exhausted a ll possible rcsear ·~b 

regarding medi a framing of GTP 

It would be worth doing a receL ,lion analysis on how the JJ1.L bl ic receivE 

a nd respond i.O v:tricd media products comparative analysis on state 

mcdia and private: media on 'JTP could be more important in ti Le 

rescarch wodei. MOJ'ccl\l (Or. how (JTP was framed in broadcasl media (Tv', 

Radio), could a lso expand OLir unclerscanding concerning the issue 81' 

GTP. 
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Appendix A 

Distribution of sources across frames_ 
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Appendix C 

Coding sheet 

Name of coder _____ _ 

Name of Newspaper ____ _ 

Oate of j)ublication ______ _ 

l-kad line of a rticle __ _____ _ 

Wri ter/by linc _ _ _ _ _ 

1. Article ciescription 

~ .1 .Artide format 

News 

Feature 

l .2 .Loc<.tion 

? rom page 

!ns id e page 

Last page 

l 3 .~, . . .• lgures 

J s [here figure / rm:11bers ou llined fo r the a rticle? 

I\nd pictures? 

~~.The n1e of the artich: 

:2.1Themes 

i\cbie'1abk 

Unattainable,l Ov(:: r P',rn bitiou~-) 

l!l forrn ative 

Discussive and fet~d lnck 
-, . . 
;)'_lggeSci.ve 



.2.2 . Aspects of GTP mentioned mc.sUy? 

Industrial 

:3ervice Sector 

Agricultural 

Capacity building & good g()v ernanc ~ 

3 .S()ul'ces of the Article 

:3 .1.Sourees 

Government officials 

Tile public 

j n ternatior.al organizations 

Donors 

i\i (\ specified 0oul'ce 

Opposition pari::r leaders 

2xperts 

:)OCUIllen [s 

] r other please :speciiy _._ ... __ .. 

·~ .What k ind of role do the ari:icle~ iJlay regarding GTP? 

Js t il'': issue of (}TP in the rncdia? Yes/ No 

Does the story include '01)1 1; ides of the slory (more th a n two SO L1rr~cs "? 

\:'cs/~o 

f.re there other groc.:ps invo;\'ed ['c. ,' the s tory to ilppea r In the' media ii'<e. 

sponsors , Donor:>, IvIini stry of finance and ec:onorfllC developlT'(Ollt"? 

Yes/ No 



.. uoes the article state cause", and in I e::pre t the issue'~ Yes / No 

'1-

Loes the article state to the readers what they can have an impact on the 

issue? Yes/ No 

Does the a rticle provide mural judgmen t of ttc issue? Yes/ No 

Does the article sugges:: treatments? Yes/No 

Does the "nick provide logical J{.asoning of why the issue happened',' 

Yes /No 

if cti ler state __ , __ , ~_,_ 

Hu man Int<:>rest. F .rarH(;; ,- is "';,,,,: t h,; story involves people in the s tories and 

when it provides test!munies of peo]: e about GTP, 

(21, Does {he 'Story provlck ;_i hUnt ... il cx<:un ple or ('hL1n~~!l "' fuccI' Oll Lhe 1:3~;lIe? 

'ies/ No 

Q~, Dues the story en:plwsiL.:; ho\\' mdiv iduals and h["()UiJS an; d lleeled by the 

j ',;2c!c: ~ Y("8 I No 

Ye~:, No 

should te.ke actii)nS on the nl~Uf:' r . 

", bili ty to address the lSSUC~) 



::)2. Are cultural & social behaviors suggested to nave the a bility to chanb:e c;' 

Yes/ No 

Q3 . Does the story suggest that an individual (or group of people in socie ty) 1S 

!'esponsible for the issue'? Yes/No 

Q4. Does the [,tory suggest the iSSUe requires urgent action? 

Yes/No 

If other state 

Conflict frame- is when (he story p ccvides to opposing views or statements . 

Q 1. Does the story involve two oppo:;ing views? Yes/No 

Q2 . Does the story I'ellen disagreement bFtween partie s·ind ividual-groups? 

Yes/I~o 

(23 . Does the ;;tcry !Tfer to the s ides or than two sides of the issue? 

Yes/No 

'ff other state. _____ ._, ______ . 

Morality Frame - i:; when the story provides advice or when it tells tbe redder 

La do o.r not to do sOl1leth ing. 

Q 1. Does the story !Jw'Iicie ;noral rneso.8ges , good or bacP 

Yes /No 

Q2. Does the story make reference to ,'uorality, God, and other religious tents? 



Q:'-i. Does the sm!'.\" ldl reallen; to do sr)mething about the issue? 

Yes/No 

Q'~. ;Jc e~; the sLOI'y stares th(; !ked f)J' social change in atti tude? 

Yes/ No 

If other state 

Economic Consequence frame- is when the story indicates the economIC 

im pacLot-the-plan. 

(21. Doe:-', the story invo!ve (:;CGlliJrni( i:!lpacts of the it)sLle? 

Yes/No 

Q2. is there a menlion or fin8Ylciai i:Jsses organs now Ul' in th(' rulure? 

Ye!:i/No 

Q3 Is ,here a l1:<.~l1tion of lh " co~;t/ degree of expensc involved? 

Yes/No 

Q4 . Is there a [:';IN("nce to ectlnomi( consequences or pursuin g or not pursuing 

Sl course of acti(1n? Yes/No 

' I' othe!" state 



Interview Guide 

[;).terviews with Editors and J'ourr .aIists 

1. Background 

What do you think is \are causes of preparing the GTP? 

What is your atLitude to wurds GTP',' 

How do you see the plan, as achievabie or not? 

2 .Figures 

Do you think it is important to have figures on an article? 

And Pictures? 

3 .Themes 

What were the central ideas or issU! :s raised in your stories? 

Why do you wam Glchieve or tell the public by making about a central idea') 

Which aspects of GTP do you like to report? 

4.Sources 

V/ho wefe your sources when you report about GTP? 

~ ._, 
v .J:lrames 

How did you construct your stories',' 

Why make them appear in Lhis rmu, ner? 

Where you aware how your storie s .. vere framed? 

What is your ethics on reponing on GTP isslles? 



Do you think your editorial policy h ad in some way affected the way you i"rClflled 

th e stories? 

Are there other factors affecting the way you write the story? 

Human interest frames 

Do you think human faces are credible for this kind of report? 

Why did you use them or not usc them? 

AttributioIl of responsibility 

Who do you think is responsible for a'idressing the issue? 

Why? 

Morality frames 

Do you rell the public what is good ur bad with your sLories? 

What do you think is the importance of it? 

Educative x'rames 

Do you think you lleed to explain 0 ,'\ the aspects of GTP and how to parLic:pate 

and etc? Why''> 

Do you think you have to educate t.h e public about GTP? Why? EcoIlomic 

frallles 

Do you think the plan has o,n il1fluu1'.~e on the countries economy'? 

What do you think the major financial implications of the plan on the is sue.> of 

people? 

ii,Media roles 

What do you th ink are the role meekl play by reporting on GTP? 

r'j'om which approach do you think 111edia should report such issues? 



Appendb: E 

Codi.ng bc o ;,: {Guide) 

1. Article descript!o!l- (lnter-c:.>der r e liability 1.0) 

i"ndicates whether the eu"tide it; new~) fe:-llure or intervie\v. 

2.1 Theme - the central ide~ of h ~tory i,nain idea of the ~tory) . 

Educative- refers to providing !<nowkd:~(' nne! instruction ",bout {GTP) when it 

, ~xpl <lins what GTP is, :omd how lO go abv\: t it. 

Adlievable-rcfers when the uory u see! " telling the render lha~ GTP is su cceed and 

abk to a.Jleviatc \'Jhat is inlended. 

Ov~r an)hitiou5-~'c r::-' rs to GTP as in1pos -j;)J.e task to achievt or reach 

;') i SCllS!jiOl1 i.1.nd i'·~~(;db~h::lr.- \VhCll lh~ S IO(Y is u:.;ea to ::;hoo,.v rhc proce$~ ,) " clisCLt s:-' ;'!5 

GT? being raken as a ~uLd -:!C l ci" di ~~ci..ls~ion and firiaJ !y ;J.bh.: to gel respollses. 

: ;i.~f~r:\:;s':.i-J \:! ·· \Vhcn th(' ceatl'~d ~lic;.( 0f ttle story is u sed to rC111incl ll1e ren: lel's t(l tlunk. 

· .I~)CUt the iss t..lc of GTP. 

\ h~~: l~(-c(.\dcr reUahility O.52} 

Agriculture 

lnc."ustry 



3.Sources 

Sources are referred [Q as names of the person, group or organization directly or 

indirectly quoted in the story as government officials, Donors, the public and the likes. 

4 .Frame- ( Xnler-coder re liability .95 ) 

4.1. Hum an lnterest- is when the story in vo lves people in th e stories and IVhell il. 

~) rovides testimonies of people about GTP. 

4 .2 Attrib ution of respons ibility- is wilen th e story suggests an y organ shou ld ta.ke 

- actions on the matter. 

<1.3 Diagnostic frames-when the story dtagnost!s or provides list of or ranges of causes 

for GTP exan1ple, poveny and ··--etc. 

4.4 ~Iorality fmmes-i~ when the story jJt"uvides Qclvice or when it teUs the reader Lo do 

or not to eta something. 

'1.5 Educative/ A.:!voc8.ej' it'all1eS- when the story relates the issue of GTP wilh policy 

8bc.u1ges 

·f .6 Conflict frame- wh en the sLOry provld;;s to opposing views or statements 

·1-.7 Economic Consequences frame - is ",len the story indicates the economic impact 

of the p lm\. 

;; . Media rok-·when I.he stofY mentior;s 0" indiccttes the li sted activities in parts of Lhe 

"cory. ( Inter-coder re liability 94) 
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Attri bution of responsibility frame 
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Economic Consequences fram e 
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rsuing or not pursuing a course of 
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Conflict frame 

D!sag recment bctw(,!en two To ta I 

parti es 

y~; s No 

Types of 2 4 6 

newspapt!r Addi s 2 

Admass 10 12 

To ta I Fortune 0 

Reponer 
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