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Abstract

As it is known, Ethiopia is the poorest and least developed country in the
world. This poverty stands as the primary manifestation of the situation.
Considering this siluation, the current government has issued the
Growth and Transformation Plan (GTP), to overcome the problem the
couniry faced. This study primarily intended to examine how Ethiopian
private newspapers framed GTF issues in terms of themes employed, and
source quoted. Moreover, it also proposed to study what roles private
newspapers played in addressing issues of GTP. For the current

research, framing theory was used as a conceptual framework.

The research was conducted by using quantitative and qualitative
research methods. The three sample newspapers (Fortune, Addis
Admass, and Reporter) were purposefully selected in order to ensure
higher number of circulation among private newspapers. A content
analysis was used as a major rescarch method. Two [rames coders cod=d
272 articles which met the criteria set by the researcher. In addition, in-
depth interviews were conducted with key informants who worked for

these newspapers.

The results of the study indicated the newspaper’ locused on infermative
themes of the addressing the issuc of GTP. They employed a much higher
use of respensibility and econormnic frames compared to conflict, huiar
interest and other frames. They aiso largely attributed the responsibility

to government and experts as heving the abiiity to take action.

The newspapers were also foun to be dominantly engaged in selection

and salience of agricultural and ndustrial aspects of GTP over others.
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Chapter One: Introduction

1.1 Background

Ethiopia is one of the poorest and least developed counties in the world.
Poverty stands at the forefront of an excess of embracing situation that
Ethiopia faces at present. The pursue for overcoming this problem
however, is constrained by a mix of the unpredictable of nature ana
human folly anchored in climalic socio cultural, and economies and

political factors .

Poverty is demonstrably present both in the urban and rural areas of
Bthiopia as a long standing social problem offering significant portion

of urban and rural communities of the country.

Relying on the above reality, th¢ government of Ethiopia issued the
growth and transformation plan(GTP) which outlined poverty reduction
approaches based on agricultural development, industrial development,
s=ctorial development and good governance and capacity building 1n
the public and private sectors as its major contents. These were
recognized to help in realizing goals and objectives relating to poverty

reduction (MOFED (2010).

In addition, the document incorporates sectoral and sub-sectoral
development programs agriculture, education and health, manufacture.
As could be observed in the policy reduction matrix of GTP covering,
the period between 2010-2011-2015/16 the government pledged to
address concerns associated with poverty through a series of policy
measures and interventions thet are deemed crucial in bring about
 improvements in, among others, food security agriculture, industry,
and prevention of HIV/ AIDS. Issues pertaining to the preparation for

subsequent submission of GTP in poverty eradicating program, indictors



of GTP in terms of the participation of the public in general, and stake
holder, in particular, forced the government to put the plan into
discussion with extensive dekates. Starting from August 2010, the
government has been releasing the components of the plan to the public

through different media outlets, including private press.

The development process involves working within the given political and
economic order to adopt policies that bring about economic growth.
Given that political agents are critical to the process, the development of
market institutions that facilities economic growth is, therefore, a
problem in ‘public choice,” Christopher and Peter(2004). There have been
many explanations for the failure of certain economy to develop. A lack of
investment in capital, foreign financial aid (Easterly 2001: 26-45),
Culture (Lal 1998) and geographic location (Gallup et al. 1998) have all
been postulated as potential explanations for the failure of economic to
develop (Ibid). While not denying the potential importance of these
aforementioned factors, Christopher & peter contend that the role of
media in developing institution that facilitate economic progress has only

recently begun to receive attention it deserves.

The media, with specific reference to the collective entity of news
paper, radio television and the international network ( Internet), play a
very important role in national development. National development
involves changes or advancement in a nation aimed at improving the
political, economic and social lives of the people. The real influence of the
media in nation development will depend on the media themselves the
societies in which they operats, and the audience they reach
Stanley,(2005). It enables people to understand and appreciate their
environment, and facilitate relationships between and among individual
and societies (Ibid). Media role heve great impact to one’s economic

development regarding the adoption of socially beneficial policy to be

o



a dominant strategy. As Christopher &Peter,(2004), states that this can
be achieved highly based on the media’s ability of gathering and
reporting the accurate developmental information that will greatly
strengthen media to serve as a coordinating enhancing mechanism. In
his case, the current macro plan, which was taken as economiic

strategy, can be mentioned.

Thus, to achieve the media role effectively, journalists have or should
have a clear idea of what makes a news story. (Pape & Fanther,(2009),
contend that the decision as to whether or not to follow up a news
story is left to those who are expert at it that includes the editor, new
editor and reporter. They further state that it is worth bearing in
mind that much depends on the journalists perception of his or her
audiences interest and or the editors priorities at any giving time

Explaining the responsibility of the journalists and their influence on the

storyline framing of story, Gadzekpo ,(2011:2), said:

The responsibility of journalist is to critically examine, evaluate
local needs the difference between its implication on people
as claimed by the government and as it actually happened,
...so reporting development story is not reporting about event,

but process and not reporting about personalities but issues.

Between an event and the reporting or broadcasting of it to an
audience, mediation occurs, that is, a process of interpretation,
shaping, selecting, editing, emphasizing de-emphasizing according to
the perceptions, expectations and previous experience of those
involved in the reporting of the event; and in accordance with the
requirements and characteristics of the means of reporting. The event
is trenslated in to words or pictures; it 1is processed according to

the cemands of the medium for headlines, for good pictures and

(OS]



pressures such as time , space and contending messages,

Watson,&Hill (2006).

Because of their agenda setting capacity, the media have influence
up on the criteria which , in the public domain, decide what is
important and what is not , 'vhat is normal and what is deviart,
what is consensus and what is dispenses, what is significant or
news worthy and what is marginal. Hence, several research show
significant correlation between riedia attention to issues and achieve of
these issues to the public. Scheufele( 2000) in Harwood, (2005) asserts;
theoretically and practically, the news media play several to set agencda
setting and issue framing roles in advancing public policy. One role is to
set agenda of public concern by establishing issues as salient or

cognitively accessible to individuals in the population.
1.2 Statement of the problem

“thiopia is one of underdeveloped country in the world. Poverty is
currently manifested both in urnan and rural areas of Ethiopia as i
long standing social problem of'ering significant portion of urban and

rural communities of the country.

Thus, by considering the above facts, the government of Ethiopia issued
the growth and transformation plan(GTP) which outlined poverty
reduction approaches based on agricultural development, industria!
development, sectorial development and good governance and capacity
building in the public and private sectors as its major contents.
These were recognized to help in realizing goals and objectives relating to

poverty reduction (MOFED (2010).

The Growth and Transformaticn Plan from (2010/11-2014/15) o

Ethiopia has been endorsed by the House of People’s Representative



(HPR) in early December 2010, This plan has gone through the differ:nt

levels of public and stakeholders discussion.

It is obvious that the public gets information about social problems or
issues mostly through media (Kensicki, 2004). Media, therefore, hav: a
core responsibility of informing the public about the issue of GTP,
Further, even though most of the issues of GTP are discussed by
government and public, the media spur the global communities and

push and national government to properly address the issue at hand.

[t should be noted, however, that media attention to social problems does
not guarantee an automatic resoonse from the public. Even the identi:al
problems, which attract equal! media attention, will not enjoy equal
public responses Kobinson (2C00). Among other factors, the way tae
media see should also pay atterition to the way the media frame a given
problem or issue Bullock et ai,( 2001). Media framing explains the

media’s treatment of an issue.

Locally made frarning research were found to focus on specific issues
like drought, famine and disability issues as to crosscheck journalists
role in the media attention that their decisions to give voice to the power
less. The study conducted on the framing of drought and famine by
Betelehem,(2006) found that the analyzed newspapers were given to the
focus of relief and recovery stages of the drought and famine. The
analyzed newspapers were also found to use dominant frame like cvent
and appeal frame than diagnostic and prognostic frames. Moreover, the
analyzed newspapers atiributed the responsibility of solving or
addressing the problem to the international communities and the

Ethiopian government, respectivcly.



On’ the other hand, Tigist,(2008; in the study conducted on ‘media
framing of people with disabilities’, also found that the newspapers were
engaged in selection and salience as they persistently cover one typ o
disability over others and attributing responsibility to government and
NGOs as having the ability to alleviate the problem without giving much
emphasis to concerned bodies. In the research made in (2008) by
Hallelujah, on the title, “The history of private press and their
contribution for the democratization process of Ethiopia,” states that
there was a huge lack of professionalism and ethical standards on the
part of private press. He further states that because of the above reasos
and neglecting of internationality accepted ethical standards that has 1o
be considered by the journalists, the private press failed to play its role

as an independent institution.

Regarding framing, as the above research shows the local media have
been giving little attention to the issues which are more mmportart ir
informing the society. On the otner hand, it can be seen that [raming
research had a recent history of examining local media outlets as to s
which media have given more attzntion to the problem or issue of the
society. Questioning media through framing regarding to setting agend..,

.

as to Gadezkpo, in (2011:4) poir ted out, can be assessed mainly on the

following questions.

s  What criteria are used for selecting news?
e Does the news that is generaled, in newspapers, enables the puiing

1

to make informed choices, exercise their choices, take the vight
decisions, talke advantage of opportunities, and discharges theo
responsibilities?

v Does it give voice to the powerless or to the power full? Docs it
cloud the issue or illumincie the 1ssues?

+ What kind of picture are we giving to our audience?



All the aforementioned questions are to be responded by framring
research. However media in Ethiopia, especially the press, are not yet
put in question as they are responsible to provide a basis for building
sustainable pluralities democratic structures by stimulating and
encouraging critical awareness, public discussion and participation i
the decision making process as well as exposing bureaucratic
incompetence, corruption, abuse of powers and violation of human

rights. (Hallelujah, 2008).

Moreover, as stated above, since the conducted researches were limited
to specific issues, areas like economic, and development issues, which
are all-inclusive, are not given attention in the framing research. Thus,
the current development plan (GTP) has caught the attention of the
researcher to examine the private press framing of the GTP as to form *he
public understanding regarding the issue of GTP. This particular
research, whose aim was to assess the framing of GTP by the private
nress, as result shown by Hallelujah, found to have a direct relation,
which could be taken as a reference point where one enables to see the
framing process. Hence, the question of professionalism and other ethical

standards are of the pillars of journalism and framing research.

As it is known, the issue of GTP has caught a huge attention from
national and international level. The plan has been taken as tool for
eradication of poverty by achieving the millennium development goa:s
and by repeating the previous 5 years growth of the country. Thus, ths
event create a chance to see the private press; coverage of the issue of
GTP, how it is framed through tae given media outlets as to assess for

understanding of the issue by the society.



1.3 Objectives

The aim of this research is to assess and examine the private News
Papers’ coverage and framing of stories and articles of the fiftth year

growth and transformation plan /GTP). The specific objectives are:

1. To examine the contents and frames of GTP in three Ethiopian

private newspapers, the Fortune, Addis Admass and the Reporter.

?Q

To identify the extent to which Ethiopian private Newspapers’ cover
and report issues of GTP, and how the articles reinforce or

challenge current views of plan.

3. To identify dominant frames, themes and sources, used in these

news papers when writing about issues of GTP
4. To see the nature of how issues of GTP are represented.
1.4 Research Questions

1. What is the nature and extent of Ethiopian private newspapers’

coverage and frame of GTF issues?

2. Are the newspapers engaged in reinforcing or challenging current

views of the plan?

3. What are the dominant frames and themes used in these news

papers while reporting on issues of GTP?
1.5 Significance of the study

Addressing and informing the national development issues is not
an exercise that is limited to national media. The responsibility of

all media has to be taken in to account. This project is founded o1

I\
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the belief that to examine the private newspapers coverage of the
growth and transformation plan might throw light on important
aspects of private media's role in mobilizing the society so as te

meet the current issue.

In addition, it is the aspiraticn that this will be significant for the
newspapers to be analyzed as well as for Ethiopia media in general.
The study aims to assist the newspapers in question to improve
their coverage of GTP since it will address their good sides and

indicates their limitations.

Finally, in providing an analysis of the private newspapers' address
the questions of the national development agenda, this research

might serve as stepping stone for future studies.

1.6 Scope of the Study

The study is limited to the horizon of Ethiopian three selected private
newspapers namely: Addis Admass, Fortune, and Reporter and assesses
their coverage of GTP issues. It, therefore, is limited to only this media. In
addition, the research assesses articles written about GTP within the
time gap of the year August, 2010- December, 2010. As a result, its
boundary is limited to 4 months examination. Further as it assesses
textual analysis on newspapers it also lacks an examination of how
issues of GTP perceived or respond by the people through a given media
output. Moreover, since the governments owned press is not accessed in

one place, they are not a part of this study.

2



1.7 Limitation of the Study

While not denying the presence of the state media will have its
contribution, the publication of the state press were not only limited i
the capital city, Addis Ababa. Thus, finance, time and the distance from
which the regional newspapers are found, had restricted the researcher

not to see the nature of the state media regarding the issue of GTP.

The researcher did not carry out two interviews with two journalists

because it was impossible that they were not willing talk about GTP.

Further, the research might not give a full picture of the Ethiopian
private media representation of GTP other than the time frame stated.
Moreover, the research lacked books about GTP and related issucc i

relation to the media.
1.8 Conceptual Definition

Agriculture sector under the fifth year, GTP is speculated to grow very
faster, thus, food will be securec in both house hold and national levels;
the pressure of inflation will be alleviated and enable the agriculture

sector to its decisive role in the economy of the country.

Industry sector a predicatior. of set by in the plan enabling the
industrial sector to play a key role within the economic development
through ensuring better and fast growth of the industry unlike the other

sectors

Growth in Capacity building and Good Governance: to speed up the
economy, empowering human and scaling up and exploiting resources

,capacity enchantment activities were treated in the plan.

Sector service involves the provision of bencficial, and social

development .Hence, infrastructure development in its part encompasses

10



the availability of education, health, transport etc facilitates whereas,
social development in turn emphasizes on explanation and improvisation
of quality of educational training and services. Moreover, accessing the
provision of health services and improving their services are big concern

of service sector.
Pertinent themes in GTP story

Informative- refers to providing knowledge and instruction about (GTP)

when it explains what GTP is, and how to go about it.

Achievable-refers when the story used is telling the reader that GTP 1s

succeed and able to alleviate to which it is intended.

Over ambitious or unattainable-refers to GTP as impossible task te

achieve or reach.

Discussion and feedback- when the story is used to show the process
of discussing GTP being taken as a subject of discussion and finally able

to get responses.

Suggestive- When the central idea of the story is used to remind the

readers to think about the issue of GTP.

Sources

Sources are referred to as names of the person, group or organization
directly or indirectly quoted in the story. such as; government
officials,(all responsible stakeholders in government side like minister of
MOFED, Minister of MCA and all government executive members);
Donors,( all supporters which are known in involving in Ethiopian
cconomy); , the public,(al section of the society especially, which are
appeared in reported stories for the meeting held to discuss on GTP),

and the likes.

J1



Chapter Two: Review of related literature

This chapter contains review . of related literatures, which includes
theories and views of different scholars relevant to the study. It is
organized in four sections: brief definition and description about what
GTP means; the role of media for national development; and finally about
framing theory in the media. In =zach of these parts, an attempt has beern

made to argue the relationship between literature and the study.
5.1 The Growth and Transformation Plan

All to achieving not only the millennium development goals but also
entering a new phase of economic development where the industry will
have to take over the precedence from the agriculture sector by 2020, for
the present: the new five year plan makes our country well poised on a
fast tracked socio-economic development. It is the Growth end
Transformation plan (GTP) which comes at heals of the enormously

successtul PASDEP.
».1.1 What is Growth and Transformation Plan?

As to (Amel Hassen ,Sep 13,(2010) in Walta Information Center)(WIC)
states, it is an undertaking by the Ethiopian government to increase the
growth rate of the past five years in the socio-economic, and every major
sector. Not only is the plan to repeat the successes of the past years, but
also to venture in and realize a grand achievement in all the sectors and

particularly in the industry.

The growth and transformation plan marks the government’s attempt
and promise to extricate Ethiopians out of poverty towards a betwr
furure, according to Ministry o. Finance and Economic Development
(MoFED,(2010). The plan that holds a poverty-free medium income state
as its ultimate destination had censidered various elements in and out of

12
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support of its goal. Cited at (WIC),as the Prime Minister has put it is
doable only where the combined effort of all concerned is orchestrated.

Hassen, (2010).

The other implication of the zrowth and transformation plan is its
undertaker’s will to set a challenge for itselfl and the expectatior:
provoked from the public being the self-inflicted pressure. It all leads tc
the conclusion that the justification for the governments plan for the
next five years. It is the belief, more than ever, that the Ethiopians arc
entitled to the ultimate goal of plan; poverty-free and medium incoine

earning Ethiopian (Ibid).
2.1.2 What makes the plan reliable?

It's a good thing that the government holds to the conviction that
Ethiopians deserve the end of which the plan is claimed to be a means.
However, the reason of the mind raises the question: Is the plan the
means to the end? Even more crucially, do we have any substantial

ground to hold that Ethiopia will realize the end/goal of the plan?

To start with the more crucial, are there grounds confirming the
possibility that Ethiopia may attain the growth and transformation
planned? The facts relevant to the issue are the records of performance
of the government.In order to judge whether the growth and
transformation plan will be attainzd, it is essential that the springboard
be a position that allows the pursuit of the goal. As the past is reflected
in the present, the present is an indispensable input in forecasting the

future.

The macro economy execution of the 2005-2010 released by the finance
and economy development ministry in August 2002 indicates that there
has been an average of 11.0% economic growth in the tive periods.

Similarly 8% average growth in agriculture and related sectors, 10% 11

13



industry and 14.6% in services. Among the specific figures of the growth
plan macroeconomic execulion, here are some randomly selected. The
number of people living below :he general poverty line has redacted to
29% in 2010 from the 39% in 2002. Elementary education increased to
94.9% from the 79.8% at the beginning of the plan period. Health service
coverage rose to 89% from 30%, overall clean water supply coverage
68.5% from 36%/1000km?, electricity service coverage 41% from 16%o,
telephone service coverage 49.3%/5km from 13%/5km at the beginning

of the five year plan.

According to MoFED reports, the above performance has put Ethiop-ia in
the list of the top ten countries with the fastest economic growth. Tne
international Monetary fund (IMF) report released in June 2010 confirms
that the Ethiopian economy has “. . . enjoyed strong growth . . .7 anc

»

attributes it to the “. . . government led development policies . . .

The 2010 report entitled “the wealth of the nations: pathways to humar
development “in  UNDP Human development report states that Ethiopie.
is the “top movers” in terms of glcbal development process. Development
Assistance Group Ethiopia (DAG) has reported, “economic growth has
accelerated on a sustained bhasis from around 2003, despite the
economic crisis.” The same study hy DAC released in July 2010 confirms
that Ethiopia is on the right track to meet the Millennium Development
Goals: 1(eradicate extreme poverty and hunger), 2 (achieve universal
primary education), 6 (combat HIV/AIDS, malaria ad other diseases), 8

(develop global partnership for development).

These facts confirm to the capacity/ ability of the government possess:s
to accomplish the goals set by the growth and transformation plan. It hias
devised the right policy that enavied Ethiopia set out for the rather giant
leap that it is set to take. So that the prospect be considered, it is

automatically mandatory to cousider whether the ground stepped cn

14



allows the leap forward or not. It is only when the current poses allows it
that the future step can be talen. As to WIC remarks, the present, ..c.,
the aggregate result of the 2005-2010 growth plan execution, gives a
green light for the future, i.e., the 2010-2015 growth and transformaticn

plan.
2.1.3 Goals

The objectives of the growth and transformation plan are brieflv &s

follows.

@ An 11% minimum overali economic growth, get rid of the obstacles
surfacing in the economy and achieve the Millennium development

goals.

® Raise the coverage and guality of health and education services,
and insure the accompl'sirment of the millennium developmernt

goau.

® Create and strengthen a stable democratic and developmer:tel
government and create conducive environment for the continung

national capacity building.

@® And realize the major goels provided above in a stable macro

economic framne work and guaranty its continuity.

(%]

The economic growth has two alternative tracks. These are base case
scenario and high case scenario. The base case scenario holds the
minimum growii: tbat should be expected by the execution of the growth
and transiormation piar The Bthioplan governmient aims for a minimurm
of 11% growth, irx cther words, continuing the growth rate of the past five
vears. The other alternative 1s 1ligh case scenario, which represents the
maximum growth expected by thie end of the execution period ol tae

plan.{MoFED,(2010}.

i



According to the estimates made by the government, there is expected a
14.9% of economic growth coupled with the expected double growth ia
agricultural productivity. Morecver, the pan is targeted at increasing the
decency of the industrial sector and finalizing works that enable the later
take the leading role in the economy. Hence, the Ethiopian economy sha.l

be ready to be transformed into an industry-led one (Ibid).
2.1.4 Media approaches to GTP

As to informing and for better understanding of the issue of GTP among
the public and the concerned bodies, Ministry of Communication Affa.rs
has put Informative and Participatory approaches. These approaches
were manipulated since the plan was revealed in the beginning of
August2010. Informative approaches (explaining and informing the issue
of GTP), was intended to be used in the first 2 months (August and
September). Then, Participatory approach (face to face discussion with
the public and other concerned bodies), was planned to take place {from
the end of September and till the document was ratified by the House ol
Peoples’ Representatives of the people (HPR). Of course, these two
communication approaches are to be continued after the document WS
ratified. However, for the sake of this study, there was a beliel that in
this period there would be a hign number of publications of newspapes.

concerning the issue of GTP.

2.2 The Role of Media in Society

Whatever the circumstances c¢r the nature of the society in whica
the media operate, certain fuctors are basic in the way they
influence national development . Every medium has a message, it huae a
target audiences it aims at influencing a change through framing
process; it influences attitudes, perceptions and decision making and

it generally influences behavior The process of creating shared



meaning through sending and receiving information is vital ior

understanding and providing knowledge to people , ( Stanley, 2002) .

McQuail, (2000), in his Media and Society theory asserts that media and
society are inseparable in many ways and it is often difficult to separate
media from the lives of the society and vise-versa. Mass communication
interposes in some way between “reality” and our perception anc

knowledge of it (ibid).

Media are also expected to help resume social conflicts. Gold aid
Auslander; (1999}, -explaining more on the same idea assert that media
has much interplay in society, as a major socialization medium, :a
transporter of culture, a source of information, education, and
entertainment, as an important factor in political communication and
participation in a democracy, and communicator of ideological valucs
and norms, attitudes and beliefs (Ibid). Thus, the media can be seen o
exert an influence on social, ecc‘inomic and political relations (Gold ard
Auslander, 1999). In this regard, McQvail, (2000), states the concept of
hegemony of how the media culture (news, entertainment, fiction) helps
to maintain the class divided and class dominated society. Hegemony
tends to define unacceptable supposition to the status quo as dissident
and deviant. In effect, it is a C(-mstantiy reasserted deflinition of social
situation. By way of discourse rather than political or economic power,

which becomes real in its consequences (Hall, 1982, in McQuail,(2000).

Hence, media has a major role in the society and to the society. It seems
that many people are depender.¢ on the media to be informed abouit
current events of the world and their environment. Above and beyond,
they are dependent to receive information about less news worthy issues
such as health and education. Researches also indicate that mass media
serves as a major source of information, metaphors and values in a mass

soclety influencing customs taste and morality in a wide range of areas
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including politics, economy, religion, family and sexual life, science and

medicine (Clark, 1992, in Valenta, 2002).

Among the several media roles to society, informing, educating, and
entertaining are mostly mentioned .As stated above, there is, in fact, a
great deal of relationship between media and society, one depending on
the other. In addition, media have the potential to reach various parts of
the society with a very short period, so it can for instance, educate the
public about the nationai development agenda. It can well contribute
much to bring about attitudinal change by persistently referring to the

cconomic plan and activities of the country.

2.3. The role of media in influencing the direction of public

opinion

Generally, communication whether it is a face to face or from the media
is the heart of any social life. However, under certain circumstances
where face to face communication is unattainable due to certain culturai
or traditional attitudes, media communication becomes a powerful tool
for communicating about a certain issue, well in this case the issue of

GTP.

The modern day media plays an important role not only in reflectirg,
public attitudes, and values regarding developmental issues but also in
shaping them. Based on the idea that the media inflluence audience
members, first, by selecting certain people and events for attention and
second, by telling the audience what is important to know about the

story (Schooler, et al, 1996) cited in Tigist, (2007).

Citing Haller (1999), Tigist notes the contents of the mass media are
reflections of the social organizaticn and value system of the mass media

are purposive elements of social change, agents for modifying the goal
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and values of social groups.Herice, getting on the news media agenda 13
essential, and how the issue is represented or framed is equally

important.

In the literature, it has been said how media could spring about change
in societal attitude towards issue. However, it is not only media coverage
about economic issues that cculd bring about changes, but it highly
depends as well on the way in which these issues are presented in a

particular way.

Hence, several show significant corrections between media attention to
1ssues and achieve of theserissues to the public. Scheufele, (2000) ir.
Harwood, (2005) asserts, theoretically and practically, the news media
can play several agenda setting and issue-framing roles in advancing
public policy. One role is to set agenda of public concern by establishing
issues as salient or cognitively accessible to individuals in the

population.
2.4 Media for national development

The development process involves working with in the given political and
cconomic order to adopt policies that bring about economic growth.
Given that political agents are critical to the process in the development
of market institutions that facilities economic growth is therefore a
problem in ‘public choice’ (Christopher. J & Peter T. 2004). There have
been many explanations for the failure of certain economy to develop. A
lack of investment in capital, foreign financial aid (Easterly 2001: 26-45).
Culture (Lal 1998) and geograpt.ic location (Gallup et al. 1998) have all
been postulated as potential explanations for the failure of economy to
develop (Ibid). While not denying the potential importance of these
aforementioned factors, Christopher & peter contend that the role of

media in developing institution that facilitate economic progress has only
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recently begun to receive attention it deserves. According to these

authors, the media is a key :nstitutional mechanism for achieving a

successful policy mix that promotes economic development.

The development process and specifically the adoption of good policies
are characterized by a situationn of conflict between political agenda.
These scholars further assert tha: the games of conflict to be turned in to
games of coordination between political agendas reformer's parties in the
development. Based on the above idea, coordination-enhancing
institution including media, have a great impact to one's economic
development regarding the adoption of socially beneficial policy to be a
deminant strategy. Likewise, coordination between political parties with
support and acceptance approsch of the population is quit experientia’ o

achieve economic development.
2.5 Framing and the Theory of Framing

Media framing refers to the selection process where by pieces of
information are selected and placed together in news stories Andsager
and Powers, (1999). The stories may present the same story differently by
selecting and focusing on different aspects or angles of the same story
Gibbs and Warhover, (2002). Media framing deals with how a given
media outlet shapes an event. Media do not merely provide facts; they
add some context and take out other in order to engage their readers,
viewers, and audiences. For instance, a tabloid newspaper might draw on
the human implications of ar. :ssue while a more serious news peapear

would focus on, its political an'l cconomical consequences.

According to Dorfinan (2005) 'reining means different things to diffzrent
people, i.¢ some think framing as finding the right word, while others

think that frames knoclt on complex moral structures that trigger aow



people react to a whole constellation of social and public policy issues in

ur society.

Citing Tankard et al (1991: 11) Johnson- Cartee, 2005: 24), States mecia
frame a central organizing idea for news content that supplics a contex:
and suggests what the issue is through the use of selection emphasis,
exclusion and elaboration.” Providing a general applicable definition,
Entman (1993), put [raming it refers to “select(ing) some aspects of &
perceived reality and make thern more salient in a communicating text,
in such a way as to promote a particular problem definition, causal
interpretatiorn, moral evaluatior: and/or treatment recommendation for
the item described”. Frames tor Entman {ulfill many functions like
defining problems by deforming the causal agents, diagnosing causes by
indicating the factors behind the problem, making moral judgments by
evaluating causal agents and put effects. And thus, frames suggest
remedies and forecasting the effect of the treatment to perform this

activates as w Entman, a numbe: of textual devices can be used. This
includes uses ol certain words, phrases, making certain contextual
references, choosing certain pictuics or films referring to certain sources
and so on. These textual devises create the difference in presenting the

sarne thing in different perspective

Andsagar and power (1993:538) c¢xplain media framing as “a selecticn
process where by picees of infornation are selected and placed together
in news stories”. Thus, based ¢n Pan and Kosicki, (1993), frame telis
more than whet is signilicant and news worthy; the selected of frames
indicate which opinions, interpritations, and definitions are more valid

i,

parucularly in conversational isgies (pan and Kosicki, 1993).

]

Tigist {2007), cit allack and Dorlnan{199¢), states trame as the
package in which the main point of the story is developed, supported and

understood. Frames (o larger extent define the boundaries of a publiz



discussion about in issue. Elements in the frame are perceived as
convincing and legitimate. Elements outside the frame, however, are

marginal and home limited currency in public debate.

Gamson & Modigliani, (1987, 1989) cited in Dennis. & James (200F:
100), see frame in communication as it refers to the words, images,
phrases, and presentation styles that the speaker (e.g. a political, a
media outlet) uses when relaying information about an issue or event to
an audience. The chosen frame reveals what the speaker sees as relevant
to the topic at hand. This is to mean that media provides not only facts
about an issue but also put issues iﬁ contexts to engage the readers or
viewers. As a result, frames influence how the public think of an issue by
defining the issue, indicating what/who the causes are, and suggesting
what should be or needed to be done to overcome the problem (Entman,

1993).

Entman, (1993:53,54) puts three important activities of framing:
selection, silenice and omission A frame is defined by what it includes
and excludes because omission of the problem definition, explanadon
evaluation and recommendations is as important as inclusion in guiding
the audience (Ibid). By focusing on one aspect and omitting the other, the
media draw and direct attention away from the other side which might
lead readers to a different reaction (Kensicki, 2004 and Entman, 19¢3
and 1995, cited in Bethlehem, 2006). In other words, through omissicn
and emphasis the media make 'some consideration, or measures seem

more important (Ibid).

All in all then, framing, as to these scholars, refers to a kind of selection
made by journalists to emphasis the most important part of the story
dominate over other parts of the story so that the way readers or viewer's
can in the same way understand the point emphasized ana leave out the

rest. As a result, it will shape their perception in such a way as frai.cd

a2



by media professionals. In the same way the issue of economic plan
might be sclected to appear in the media but the question of what part of
development is most emphasized in an article is what influences the way

readers understand the point al focus.

However, due to the lack of a clear concept of framing, many scholars
have been found to associate it with the agenda setting Mc Combs et a.,
(1997) cited by, Scheufele (1999) and McQuail (2004) argue that framing

is an extension of agenda setting called second level agenda setting.

Social scientists examine media influence by examining frames Mher,
(2000). The frame of a news stcry gives meaning to the individual everits
reported. Gitlin defines frames as “persistent patterns of cognition,
interpretation, and presentation, of selection, emphasis and exclusicn,
by which symbol-handlers routinely organize discourse, whether verba]
or visual (1980). In other words, the way in which a journalist tells the
story is the story frame if the agenda setting function of the media
shapes what readers and viewers think about, the way the media rarres
a story shapes what or how they think Lakoff, (2004) Luntz, (2007). For
example, Robert Entman explains that a dominant news ranc.
supported by the Bush administration, emerged after the September 1.
2001 terrorist affects on the U.S and endorsed invading Afghanistan, ancd
Iraq in a so-called “war on terror,” based in part on the alleged exister oo
of weapons of mass destruction in [raq Entman, (2003) Cited by peler

and Christopher ,( 2010).

Agenda setting and framing are related theories of mass comniunicalion
and public opinion. (Ibid). Mux Well McCombs and Donald Shaw.
authors of the seminal research article on agenda setting view framiag
and agenda setting as overlapping functions. “Soth the sclection o
objects for attention and the sel:ction of frames for thinking abotit these

objects are powerlul agenda setting roles (Ibid). Likewise, Entman seo
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agenda setting as part of farming; ‘Agenda setting can thus be seen as
another name for successfully oerforming the first function of framug
defining problems worthy of public and government attention Entmszn
(2007). McCombs notes that the accumulated evidence of nearly four
decades of research on agenda setting and framing is “that journalists do
significantly influence their audience’s picture of the world” (Mc combs

2004: 19),
2.5.1 Dominant media frames

The literature to date has ideatified a handful of frames that ocear
commonly in the news although not necessarily simultaneously, Framzs
appear in many forms but predominantly used frames are, conflict
economic consequence, humar interest, morality and attribution or

responsibility.
2.5.1.1 Counilict frame

This frame emphasizes conflict heween individual, groups or institutions
as a means ol capturing audierce interest. Neuman et. Al {1992} found
that the media draw on a few czntral frame for reporiing @ range of
1issues and that conflict was the most common in  the handalil of Tames
1 U.5 news they identified. De Vreese, (2004) states thar conflict fraame
mostly appears in the news then any other {rames. Reseacch on riesse

values points to the importance of conflict. The prescuce of conilict is

consistently listed as is an esu:antial criterion for malking “news” i oa
story not only because it “sells” but also to meet thie oo bwsonsg:

standards of balanced reporting. Framing news in terms of its oo o
consequences for the audience, the journalistic news values of “Lrewimi’
and “relevance” are translated in to the news De Vresse, [2004) 4.

Tigist,2008).”



2.5.1.2 Human-interest frame

This frame brings a human face or an emotional angle to the
presentation of an event, issue or problem. Neuman et al. (1992)
described this as the “human impact” frame, and next to conflict, found
to be a common frame in the news. As the market for news every where
become more competitive, journalists and editors are at pains to produce
a product that captures and rctains audience interest Bennett,(1995).
Framing news as human interest is one way to achieve this. Such a
frame refers to an effort to personalize the news dramatize or

“emotionalize’ the news, in order to capture and retain audience interest.
2.5.1.3 Economic consequences frame

This frame reports an event, problem, or issue in terms of the
consequences it will have economically on an individual, group
institution religion, or country, Neuman et al. (1992) also identify a
common frame in the news. The wide impact of an event is an nnportant
news value, and economic consequences are often considerable Graber,

(1993) cited inn Holli & Patti (2000).
2.5.1.4 Morality frame

This frame puts the event, problem, or issue in the context of religicus
tenets or moral prescriptions. Because of the professional norm of
objectivity, journalists often make reference to moral frames indirectly-
through quotation or inference, for instance, by having somcone else
raise the question Neuman et al, (1992). A newspaper could, {or cxample,
use the views of an interest group to false questions about sexually
transmitted discase, such a story may contain moral message or offer
specific social prescriprion about how to behave. Although Neumean ot

al (1992) found this frame to be more common in the minds ¢f audiences

0]
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than in the content of news, they nevertheless identified this [rame as

among the several used in reporting.
2.5.1.5 Responsibility frame

This frame presents an issue or problem in such a way as to attribute
responsibility for its cause or solution to either the governmental or to an
individual or group. Although the existence of a responsibility frame ii.
the news hap not been measured explicitly, the U.S news media have
been credited with (blamed for) shaping public understanding of who is
responsible for causing or solviag key social problems, such as poverty
Iyenger,(1987). In general, the attribution of responsibility frame
suggests what the causes are arid what measures should be taken, as to

kensickis, (2004).
2.5.2 Criticism on framing theory

According to Scheufele (1999), many of the limitations of media framiag
theory relates to its lack of a clear conceptual definition and generally
applicable operation though framing clearly provides a good insight into
new events are covered by the media the process through which issues /

events are seen.

Theory of media framing found its base from media elfécts, especially
with in media manipulation theories. Thus its foundation has dirext
relation with media effect theorics. Its critics started from that It regards
the audiences as passive to oppose “the persistent, perverse, aid
emotion sophisticated persuasion of an interlocking media political
economic establishment” (Neumar et al, 1992:1). Further even when
researchers undertake experimental studies, they do not exactly show
how and why news frames inilu nce audiences or readers belhavicr,

attitude and cognitive Scheufele (1499).



Researches that do not focus on framing effect on audience may focus on
dominant frames in news texts. According to Durham (1998), researches’
focus on dominant frame result neglect of oppositional frames that might
exist in single texts. The other limitation of framing research relates to
the framing process. As Scheufele (1999) states framing studies neglect

the important factors that determine frame production.

The theory of framing research often assesses media effects, where
audiences are seen to share the frames provided by journalists as to, De
verse, (2004). De verse (2004), says it is not easy to pin point whether the

audience focuses on the ‘frame’ or facts’” about the news.

Although the use of frame theory can provide a better explanation on
how its media treat issues, readers use elements of framing theory to a
very limited degree. The current research will use this concept to study
the Ethiopian private newspapers coverage and treatment of the August

2010- December 2010 Growth and Transformation Plan.
2.5.3 Place of frames in news

A single sentence can hold more than one framing function (i.e defines
problems, diagnose causes, makes moral judgment or suggests
remedies). As Neuman et al. (1992) says newspapers frame stories in
their headlines and leads .As to them, the important places of frames in
the newspaper are in their headiines and sub headlines, They provide
not only a glimpse of journalist’s treatment of the story but the whole
frame of the story Johnson- Cartee, (2005). This can be taken to insure

for a journalist that the headline captures the sense of the story.

Hewever, this does not mean that journalists are always conscious of
how they frame stories (Hackett, 1984 and Parenti ;. 1993 cited in
Hallahan (1999), asserts that journalists are not usually alert about their

framing of issues and events as a resent, frames can be the result of
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practitioners’ unconscious assumptions about the social world. In
addition, the deadline set from media of what let does not allow
Journalists to stop and think how they frame the story though they frame

each and every story Gibbs and Warhover,( 2002.)

In general TanKard (2001) citec by Johnson- cartee (20085) puts a more

complete list of frames focal points in news texts.

1.Headlines and kickers,..subheads, 3.photo heads,4.photo
captions,5.Leads, 6.selectior of sources,7.quotes selection,
8.pullquotes,9.logos, 1 O.statistics,ﬁgures,&graphs,and I1.concluding

statements or paragraphs of statements .
2.5.4. Factors affecting media frames

Presenting the factors affecting the way an event or issue is framed in the
media is important for two reasons, as Entman 1991 provides. First, for
looking into whose frame of the story was presented and the second is to
know the autonomy of Journalists to frame a particular issue media
frames can be affected in many ways. Schufele(1999) states five factors
that potentially affect the way journalists frame a certain aspect of an
issue or a story. Social norms and values, organizational pressures ard
constraints, interest group's pressures, sources, journalist’s routines and
ideological or political orientaticns of journalist Reese(1996), Tuchman,

(1998).

The way news is frame in the media is a result of social and professional
routines of journalists. Accordiri. to Edelman (1993) in Schulele) the
choice of frames often is driven by ideology and prejudice further,
organizational pressures that arise from ownership affected how and
event will be framed. As to Shetule, (1999), time, human and financieal

constraints, by large determine the way stories are framed in media.

)
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Chapter Thiee: Research Design
3.1 Research Method

The study employed quantitatve and qualitative approaches as tae
principal and supplementary rzeearch methods, respectively. Sine this
research is highly dependent o+ the data that gathered in numerizai
form the quantitative research niethod was found to be reliable and valid,

Besides, this methoed is frequenily used approach in framing rescarch.

Moreover, there is a belief that using qualitative research—method s
; for quantitative approach would address different aspects of

or issue at hand; Orcher (2005) states breadth and depth

can be well ireated using both approaches at a time. Then the qualitative
approach is used to gei interpret and well understand the actusal reality
of a given situation and the impl -ation of quantitative data. Thercio-e,
substantial vzality of the rescarch (hat could brin ¢ more information with

the guaantitative analysis, the qualitative research approach is used.
3.2 The sample

Two types of subjecis were included in this study: newspapers thar

covered the social palitical, economic of the country and journalists e
editors  who wrote most of the article about the Growth anc

ransformation Plan were inciuced as & subject of the study.

As to the Broadeast Aus mv"'w (011}, there are 28 private NeWspapers i

Ethiopia dealing with social, solitical and economic issues as well,

i
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purpcseful sample zelection o) three private Newspapers namely the
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3.3 Sampling technique

Since the study aimed at examining how the three private newspapers in
focus Addis Admass, Fortune and Reporter frame issue of GTP, the
researcher purposefully selected the population of newspapers that cover
Social, Political and economic issues. Newspapers were mainly selected
for having higher circulations and for their popularity in reader ship in
the country and for their major area of focus on social, political, and
economic issues that were believed to have included its issue of the
development plan since it is all a social, economic, political, and business

COncerm.

From the selected newspapers, Addis Admass and Reporter are Amharic
and Fortune is English. The selected two Amharic newspapers were
assumed to help in getting the real understanding and frame of the issue
of GTP in the country while reading the articles in local language.
Besides, the researcher has believed that taking the selected Amharic
newspapers would give a good insight to the issue of GTP since they have

written in local language.

However, though there is a reality of only few educated people
understanding the English newspaper, the plan was designed for both
local and foreign participants in development as the developed countries
are the main actors in Ethiopia economy in assisting to achieve the plan

successfully with donation and loan, as the GTP document states.

This was because, in 'the plan, there were many issues that touch not
only the educated people in the local context but also diplomats NGOs,

and foreigners as well.

Addis Admass, which is Amharic language newspaper that covers mostly
of social, political, economical issues as well. Ti is a weekly newspaper

with average Circulation of 21,250, according to EBA, 2011.

ta2
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Fortune is a private owned newspaper that focuses on social, political,
and business matters. It was established in 2000. It is an English
newspaper with the Average wcirculation of 8,875. It is a weekly

newspaper.

Reporter is an English language newspaper that was established in
1995. It is published both m Amharic and English languages. This
research considered the Amhe}:ri:‘c Version. Currently it is a bi-weekly
newspaper with the Average cir:urlati_orn of 9,800, as Ethiopian Broadcast

Agency reports, in 2011.
3.4 Time frame

[t would be unreasonable to set a specific time frame to getting a higher
number of articles dealing with GTP. But there is a reference to set time
by relying mainly on the realit” that the government has prepared this
plan after the end of the previouis economic plan. Initially, this was dcne
at the beginning of August 2010. Since August 2010 the government has
been engaged in awareness creation so as to address the concept of thz
plan. The end of the time frame was taken to be December. This was
because; it was in this month that the parliament had ratified the
document. Hence, the researcher: believed this period might be taken in

an assumption of getting higher number of GTP articles.

Within this time frame, Report:r (Bi weekly) edition of each week was
selected for analysis. This means four articles per month. Therefore, 16
editions for four months were “aken for analysis. However, in order to
include Wednesday & Sunday editions in the week in to the analysis, iov
this specific newspapers, only, the study selected one day from each
week’s edition so that the two :lays’ edition Wednesday was taker from

the first week, sSunday from the sccond week, again Wednesday [rom the



third week and finally Sunday «cdition for the fourth week. Therefore, 2

Wednesday editions and 2 Suna;y editions had been represented.,

Likewise, from Addis Admass and Fortune, since they are both weelkly
four articles per month were iiicluded in the analysis. This means, 16

editions from each newspaper fcr four months were analyzed.
3.5 Selection of stories

In each of the three newspapers, each article was considered a wii cf
analysis. All articles that wer: based on facts (News, features, and
interviews) that deal with GTP of any kind were included for analysis.
Figures were also included in the article so as to be able to see the
relationship of the theme of the article and the visual representation of

the plan. Therefore, both written and figures were coded.

3.6 Interviews

One Journalist who wrote most of the articles and one editor [rom eact
newspaper was mntended to be included for an interview. They were
selected purposefully on the ground that they wrote most of the articles
about GTP from each newspaper, was selected for an interview. However,
in the end, two journalists from Fortune and Admass, were not willing ¢
give information regarding the over all aspects of GTP. Thus, tle
researcher was forced to use only the rest informants. Hence, 3/4 of the

valid sample for this research, were included.
3.7 Data Collection and Analysis

A quantitative content analysis and in depth interview are used to collect
and analyze essential data for the study. As mentioned in previous part
of the study, the content analys:s is believed to be appropriate analysis

method for framing research. Content analysis (also called, textual



analysis) is a standard methodclogy in the social sciences on the subject
of communication content. It aas been mentioned that this research
aimed to look to Ethiopian private media framing of the GTP issues while
reporting on GTP, both in textual and figurative demonstrations o

lustrations.

On the other hand, the reason for carrying out a supplementary
qualitative approach (in- depth interview) was that it could enrich the
work with the views of differer:t stakeholders of the issue. Further. in
depth interview were optimal jor collecting data on individuals’ personal
histories, perspectives, and experience, particularly when sensitive topics

are being c:xplorc—.d like in this cese the issue of GTP.

Coding sheets to analyze the coatents of the newspapers were adoptec
‘rom previously made research from Semateko and Valkeni burg in (2004
and prepared sc as to be able 1o analyze the dominant frames tsed,
sources quoted, and pictures us:d while reporting about GT'P and re/s tec
imsues. Besides, the coding shects was used (o see the extent and

o

lweation of articles, to which Q7P ssues appear in the media agendea of

these newspapers like any other re ports. Mereover, it was used to sac
whatever the media reinforces or challenges the current views of G°F
which is a strategic plan focus on the eradication of poverty. Thereioie,

cach article from cach newspapor about the plan were analyzed in terms

—y

of the stated components that nwre the kinds of sources quoted, framos

applied, figures uscd and locations of articles in each newspaner,
&8 Categories of items in the coding sheet

The rescarcher made some relovant category of question that coders
answer in accordarce with the context, the issuc of GTP. 't was then
sorted out like the first part cealt with details like genre or formats

wheather the aragrv jo meme o orres mae . Jroma S : T s, Ty Lo—
hwhether the story is news, feciure or an mterview), figures {whethozr

d
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there was a figure which part was dominant from the figure what the
caption said) and location of art.cles in the newspaper (whether the story

was on the front page or inside page).

The other group was comprised of dominant themes (Could be ambitious,

informative, Discussive and feedback, and the likes), and

The next category took account of dominant sources of the story
(whether, Donor, the public officials, experts, opposition party, peoples,
etc are quoted as sources). The rest includes the kinds of frames used in
the media (whether it is a humen interest, moral, educative advocacy,

attribution of responsibility, conflict etc frames).
3.9 The coding process

To code articles two postgraduate students were trained on how to code
newspapers and were given the coding sheet and a coding book with list
of questions, and guides respectively. Then coders replay to those
question, accordingly as they w:re given hard copies of each newspaper,
which includes a total of 48 editions of the total of three newspapers. List
of questions for the coding sheet were developed from the literature and
the current issue of GTP. Furthier questions about framing and the
existence of a frame in an article were adopted from previcusly mad-
framing researches Tigist, (2007) and other researches that made on a

content analysis study.
3.10 Reliability and validity

Regarding reliability and validit of using content analysis, the degree to
which the two coders respond to the same text in the same way (Coders’
agreement) was assurcd .Inter coder reliability therefore was measurad

by using Ole Holsti’s formula, wiich is:



Reliability = 2*m/(N1+N2) where;

M is the number of coding decisions on which the two coders agreed Wi
and N2 are the total member of coding decisions by the first and second

coder respectively Bethelem (2006) & Tigist (2007).

Therefore, the degree to which th= two coders agrees ranges from 0.52-

0.95 for the the 15% of the storics they coded. (Sce Appendix E)

The validity can be assured fron: the categorizations of relevant issues or
the coding sheet as well. Validity refers to the extent to which a
measuring procedure represents the intended, and only the intended,
concept Neuendortf, (2002,). In this case, the objective of assessing Lic
extent to which GTP is covered in the Ethiopian private media and how it
is framed would be indicators of the validity as the most important points

in each category were reasonably developed and included.



Chapter Four: Presentaticon of Findings and Data Analysis

This chapter deals with data presentation, analysis, and discussion. As
~stated earlier, the objective of this study was to examine the prominerice
and the coverage given to the issue of GTP in the country, how it is
framed, and how the articles play a role regarding whether or not it
reinforces or challenges the current perceptive of GTP. As a result, the
findings are compiled and presented in tables and graphs with their

appropriate interpretations.
4.1 The Nature of the Newspapers Coverage of GTP

From the total of 48 editions, sclected sample private newspapers, only
22 articles were found to deal with issues of GTP in these newspapers
during the period between August 2010 and December 2010, Thus, there

were 22 articles within the selec.ed period and were analyzed.

Figure l.percentage of articles published.
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As can be seen from ligture.l, out of the total of 48 published articles
throughout the given time frame,22 stories were found to have discuss:d
on GTP and related issues. This shares 45.8 percent of the toia’
editions of the three newspapers that is Fortune 54.5 percent, Addis
Admass 27.3 percent and Reporter 18.2 percent of the stories which

mainly focused on the GTP and related issues. Here, as the graph shove



out of 22 articles which are valic in analyzing the newspapers, Fortune
shared more than half of the stories. However, the remaining 10 G'I#?
articles were found to be share:! by Admass and Reporter with 6 and 4
articles, respectively. This result shows that there was no sufficient
media coverage from both Admess and Reporter as they were found ever
to cover less than half of 16 articles for each newspaper [rom the pas: 4

months.

Figure 2 percentages of news and feature distributions of articles.
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Of the 22 articles that were found to have the issue of GTP, 50% we e
presented as news stories while “he rest 50% were feature QTP stories o
can be seen from Figure 2 above. Regarding the location of these storie S5
54.5% of the articles were insice page stories while only 45.5% of the
stories appeared as [ront-page stories. This shows the news value aiven
to the issue of GTP by looking atl the location on which i appeared.
Important stories often appear i the front page while less unportant

stories corne out on inside.
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Figure .3 percentages of articles published as front page and inside

page.
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As figure 3 shows the newspaper presented the issue of GTP with 45.5
percent as front page and in 54.5 percent as inside page. Thus, it can be

said that the news value given for the issue of GTP was somehow less.

4.2 Aspects of GTP!

Table 1 Percentages of aspects of GTP mentioned in the articles

Name of newspapers
Aspects of GTP Admass | Fortune | Reporter
N=6 N=12 N=4 .
Agricultural 50 41.6 50
Industrial 33.4 33.4 25
Sectoral Service 16.6 16.6 20
Capacity building and | - 8.3 -
good governance | -

' Some of the stories dealt with two or more aspects of GTP as a result the sum exceed 100.
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As stated above on table 1,all news papers tends to mainly report on
agricultural and industrial aspects of GTP over other aspects. From the
total of 22 articles, agricultural aspects of the issue were mentioned in
50,41.6 and 50 percent as per the news papers of Admass, Fortune and
Reporter respectively. Next to the agriculture, the analyzed articles were
focused on industry. Thus, Admass shares 33.4, Fortune 33.4 and 25
percent for Reporter. Sectoral services was found with a least percentzl;ge
that accounts 16.6 percent for Admass 16.6 percent for fortune and 253
percent for reporter. Moreover what was not found in Admass and
Reporter was capacity building and governance while it was found i

Fortune with 8.3 percent.
4.3 Themes

Figure 4 Themes that were used in all the stories.
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Table 2 Percentage of themes that were used in the analyzed articles

Themes Naraes of the newspapers 3

l"}\dmass Fortune i Reporter ]
N=5 N=12 N=4

| nformative 33.4 50 50 ]

| Achievable 33.4 33.4 25

“Overambitious | 16 6 - 25

. Suggestive 16.6 -

: Discussive 16.6 -- -

4 and feedback

As can be seen in table 2 above, from the total of 22 articles which were
found valid, informative theme was found dominant across the three
news papers by pertaining in Aadis Admass 33.4 percent, Fortune 5C
percent and 50 percent for Reporter. This theme frequently found
(explaining about what for instance, agricultural and industrial
componentz of GTP are). Folloving informative theme ambitious thenic
which comes mostly with achievable conclusion, was the second there
by 33.4, 23.4, 25 percent in Addis Admass, Fortunc and Reporter

respectivelv.

Over ambiticus or unattainab'e theme was also covered, in Addis
Admass and Leporter being a central theme by 16.6 and 25 percert,
respectivelv. However, this then e was pertinent in reporler news paper
The rest two themes namely suggestive and discussive and feedback
were less employed. As a result, suggestive theme was only pertinent in
Fortune with 16.6 percent. On the other hand, discusive and feedback

was only employed in Admass by 16.6 percent.



4.4 Sources Identified and Quoted

Table 3 Percentage of sources used in the analyzed articles

Sources Newspapers

Admass

N=6 Fortune Reporter

N=12 N=4

Government officials 50 41.6 50
The puplic 16.6 - -
Experts - 33.4 25
Donors - - -
International - - -
organizations
GTP documents - 16.6 -
Opposition leaders 16.6 - 25
Research and | - | 25 -
Researcher findings
Not specified 16.6 25 =

Regarding source? distribution across the articles, government officials
were extensively quoted as sources at 50 percent for each Admass and
Reporter newspaper. On the other hand, Fortune attributed government
officials in 41.6 percent in the analyzed articles. Experts were quoted as
second dominant sources by 33.4 and 25 percent in Fortune and
reporter news papers respectively, while experts were not pertinent in
Addis Admass. Opposition party leaders were given the third place by
Addis Admass and reporter with 25 percent for Reporter and 16.6
percent for Admass. The public was quoted only in Admass by 16.6

-percent. When we come to the absence, Donors, and international

2 * .
~ Some of the stories dealt with two or more sources as a result the sum exceed 100.
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organization were not attributec in any of the analyzed articles. However,
these sources were expected to be employed. The category “not specified”
in Fortune and Admass

refers to unnamed sources mostly used

Newspapers.

Informants acknowledged the excessive use of government officials and
experts as sources. Informant 3 stated that these groups were the most
responsible agent in any aspect of the GTP, and accordingly held relvaHt
and complete information. One informant acknowledged the importance
of considering the public sources about GTP, but due to budget
constraints and market orientation, it did not intensively utilize. With
regard to opposition leaders, informants 4 stated that most opposition

leaders were not interested to give detail information about GTP.
4.5 Framing of GTP

Table 4 percentage of frame distribution across the newspapers

Frames ‘ Newsﬁupu?s
Admass Fortune Reporter _MJ
N=6 1N=12 | N=4 l
Attribution of of ] 25 : 06.3 18.8 ‘
responsibility |
Economic 31.3 50 12.5 i
consequence ;
| Conilict | 12.5 | 25 6.3 ;
Human interest | 12.5 T 12.5 6.3 !
Educative *7““-;_6.3 B 6.3 ;
Diagnostic | 63 6.3 - !

e e



Pictures have the power to tell the story frames. However, in the three
newspapers a total of 22 articles published only 16 articles were found
with pictures, and of this 62.5 percent were located on front page while
‘the rest 37.5 were placed on the inside pages of the newspapers. All the
pictures show & Luman face of officials, éxperts and some opposition
leaders. In terms of newspapers distribution, Fortune alone covered 62.5
percent of the pictures, where as Addis Admass and Reporter covered 25
and 12.5 percent, respectively. Here it should be noted that there was no
public face appearcd in the articles. On the other hand, except Fortune
the rest newspupors employed a very least number of figures in the

analyzed articles.

The distribution ol [rames acrcss the newspapers figures shows some
sort of diversity. Fortune signif cantly used attribution of responsibility
frame in 56.3 percent of the enalyzed articles. Addis Admass and
Reporter employed this frame in 25 percent and 18.8 percent of the
articles covered (TP stories. Compared to others, Fortune used the
economic consequence frame as the second dominant frame in its
articles analyzed. ['or Addis Admass the most frequently used frame was
the economic consequence frame. All newspapers less used the rest four
frames. Even the cducative frame and the diagnostic frame were not used

in Fortune and Reporter, respectively.

Findings indicatcd, Fortune and Reporter newspapers attributed
responsibility to government action as the ability to change or to take an
action since the government cesigned the plan. In contrast, Addis
Admass frequently uscd the economic consequence frame to indicate the
economic impact ol GTP and the opportunity it has on the individual or
group and on the country a a whole . However, the educative frame
which may be morc appropriate to the issue of GTP was least employed

in all the newspapers.



The relationship between frames and sources is presented in table (see
appendix Al.The majority 01N sources {52.5) wused in attribution
responsibility frames were government officials while experts (37.5
percent) quoted 1 relation to economic consequence {rame. Another

v

central finding s theugh leas. used, human interest {rame was (54)
intensively quote in (TP stories . Furthermore, the table interestingly
shows that the @ pposition party members were significantly quoted in

stories where the conflict frame was used.

The results of interview regarding frame is presented in two sections
The {irst part deals with frames themselves while the second part deals

with factors that affect frames.

4.5.1 Frames

Key informants related the focus on GTP using informative approach
with informative theme informan: 2 staied thar all government officials

and experts effecrs were directed! in awareness creation about GTP before

its implementzatics By collecting relevant information regarding GTE

rom cfficials and experts, these news papers were playing informative

role.

Ll

When asked about the achievable theme of G711, the informants stated

that from the twou points of view .Informant 2 {rom Fortune stated that

e

they managed thel: reports on the issue of GTP from government point of

view because they believed that the government was more responsible
and concerned about the plan. Since the officials were continuous.y
saying that it was achievabie anc doable. On the other hand, informant 3
from Rf’:portc':r regarded the GTP as an over ambitious and unattainabie
plan. His ideas were vesulted considering the opposition leaders point of

VICW.

Moreover as the koy informants were asked regarding discussive anrd
feedback theme wif of them have questioned the market value of their

newspaper it thev wee engaged in reporting GTP throughout the period



Further, they stated that they had Lmitation with the human reseur os

to report GTP from the public point of view.
4,5.2 Factors that affected the frames

Informants were not conscious of how the newspapers stories weaie
frame. Most agreed that they atiempt to achieve objectivity and accuras .
This shows the professional self-reflection of journalists often achieve to
‘simply reflect what really happered and/or to provide factual accounits
of the truth’ Edy (1999).Echoing this self-reflection informants said they
report facts “as they were”. He said, “Didn’t attempt the facts to our ovn
or other agendas”.When they esxed-about the roles-of publishing these
stories all informants stated informing the public about GTF as the major

purposes.

Regarding the journalists recutines, informants shared the same
experiences as if they were not getting prepared to gather report
information from different sources. Informant 1 told they simply focus:d
on only from experts and officials point of view. Moreover informant 3
said “as this sconomic plan vwas designed by government we maostly
helieved that state medis Ty = 5 B i erbiedins o

believed that state media would cover it as most of the state newspapcer.,

published more than one day per week.”

Regarding donors, and international organizations, which were not usad
as sources, informants told that these agents’ views were not easy to jc:

at the time .As they said the issue of GTP was not familiar to them.

The other major factors that was found to affect GTP issue framing was
resources and finance constraints. As informant 4 stated the maor
objective of these private newspapers was entertaining the readers

instead of focusing on hard news like GTP stories.

f
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4.6 Roles Ferformed by Newspapers

-

Figure 8 percentage of the roles Performed by newspapers
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As can be seen on figure 5, providing information was the dominant rle
of the analyzed newspapers. This accounts 58.6 percent .On the other
hand, the rcle of Suggest wreatment of the issue was the least employcd.
Thus, it shares 5.1 percent o the stories though this role wa: fhe
fundamental for the feature implementation of GTP, it was found less tc,

e used.

Regarding the distribution of the role s of the analyzed articles acros s the
newspapers, Fortune with (56.3) had the highest share in prov ding
information among the newspapers. Whereas, the rest two newspapers
namely Admass and Reporter covered with 44.7 percent. Thus, almost .l
newspapers were used to provide information without adequateiy

presenting the roles of articles



4.7. Results and Discussion

The research began with the purpose of examine how the private
newspapers framed the issue of GTP as a national issue. It also
attempted to find out dominant themes, sources as well as the roles of
newspapers played in the coverage of the issues of GTP. For this
purpose, three private newspapers contents were analyzed during a
period of four months. Moreover, journalists and editors, who worked for

the three newspapers, were interviewed.

As stated in the presentation section, out of the total of 48 published
articles throughout the given time frame, 22 stories were found to have
discussed on GTP and related issues. This shares 45.8 percent of the
total editors of the three newspapers. Out of this Fortune shared 54.5
percent, Addis Admass, 27.3 percent and Reporter, 8.2 percent. From
this, Fortune took more than half of the articles talked about the GTP
stories. In all the newspapers, informative theme was the most frequently

used there when covering the issue.

Moreover, the majority of these stories were attributed to government
officials and experts. The following sections interpret and discuses the
results found in the above sections. Moreover, this section relates the
finding of the current research to the existing framing theories and

related literatures.
4.7.1 Number of Articles

As compare to previous national issue study, drought and famine,
Bethlehem (2006) the issue of GTP was not given enough coverage. This
was because, out of the total of 48 editions of the three newspapers
throughout the four months, less than half (22 articles] covered the

issues.

47



In terms of quality , Fertune published 12 stories that were related with
GTP issues. One major factor that made Fortune to cover a high
numbers of the articles on  G7P might be that the newspapers mainly
focused on econcmic and business issues. As Entman (1991) stated
media frame an issue or event as significant through a number cf
articles. Therefore, it might be pessible 10 say Fortune has framed GTP

issues as significant.

The findings indicate a high degree of difference among these Jdae-
newspapers in terins of their field of interest. Fortune, which focuses
mostly on economic and business areas, published more than half of the
articles and 62.5 percent of the pictures were employed in this
newspaper. Here, it should he noted that Fortune has the onl-
newspaper, which used different graphs, charts and other figt re

categories in the period.

Hence, Fortune seems to frame GTP as significant and both number of
articles and particles. The rest 'wo, Admass and Reporter, seem to give

less importance to the issue.

The findings indicated, all newspapers focused mainly on reporun
agricultural and industrial aspects of gtp over the other aspec:s.
Generally, in ali newspapers, agricultural aspect of the issue was
mentioned in 42.2 percent. Next to agriculture, the articles were focuse=d
orr industry. Thus, the capacity building and good governance a:d
sectoral service were the least mentioned. In other words, the
newspapers were found to be cominantly engaged in the selection and
sahence of agricultural and industrial aspects of GTP. This indicated that
how much news organizations, journalists, and editors were engaged n

secte of GTP ove - the others.

reporiing one .




4.7.3 Themes

GTP is planned due to various reasons. Moreover, different stakeholders
arc responsible. When an issue or event has several shareholders, the
media tend to focus on certain clement of that issue (Andsager and
Powers, 1993). In line with this view, the finding of this research
indicated that the newspapers tend to concentrate on a limited number
of themes in related to GTP issues. The analyzed newspapers gave

priority to educating the public before GTP implemented.

It is possible that the period chosen for this study might bave
contributed to this finding since the research period included the time

when the GTP document was officially announced on August 2010.

However, the continuous nature of the plan invited other themes such
as, achievable, overambitious, suiggestive, and discursive and feedback in

which the newspapers covered with limited articles,

However, extensive focus on Iniormative theme has its own limitation.
First it focused only on government officials and experts without the
informed consent of the public). Second, most of the analyzed
newspapers treated and framed the issue of GTP as single issue, which

would be addressed through providing information.

The news papers regarding government as an important shareholder in
the issue of GTP. The findings show that the analyzed newspapers
focused less on other stakeholders such as the public, donors,

international organizations and opposition political party leaders.
4.7.4 Sources

The newspapers primarily relied on government officials and experts in
reporting GTP issues. Opposition leaders, research and researche;

findings, and the public were used as a sources in a limited extent. The

49



research finding indicates all the newspapers attributed the GTP stories
basically by using officials anc expert sources. Hence, the newspapors

[

did not include the all side of scurces effectively.

Over reeling cn officials and expert sources can result down playing other
equelly important sources. Although GTP is a nationwide play, the public
were almost invisible in the analyzed newspapers. Since only in Admass
the public was quoted in one acticles, similarly, opposition leaders wer:

not intensively atiributed since they were quoted only in two articles.

Another central finding of this research was donors and international

organizations were not quoted even in a single article.
4.7.5 Frames

As discussed earlier, analyzing newspapers framing may begin with
addressing the number of stories and their location within the
nowspapers. The results  indizated that the newspapers employec
different frames in reporting different issues. The Irequency of this
frames ranged from most frequent (attributions of responsibility) to the
low requent educaiive and diagiostic [rames. But, for Admass the most
cquent  {rame  was  econorni: consequence frare. The followirig

discussion will deal with each of the frames one by or -
Attribution of Responsibility Frames

This frame was the most frequently utilized frame in all analyzed
newspapers except i Admass. Generally, it was used in 35.4 percent of
the analyzed stories. The use of this frame might suggest that .he
newspapers attributed the issue of GTP to government having the abiliny
fo change an action. The use of this frame seems that newspape: s

espeaialiy - Fortune  and  Repocter, aimed at making governmen:t

onsitle without mentioning “he public and other sources as havirg



the potential to contribute or participate in development process. As a
result, the newspapers attributc 1'-0 government and experts. Further, the
articles rarely attributed the issue of GTp to more than one agents. In
other words, other sharcholders such as the public opposition party

leaders were not given much emphasis.
Economic Consequence Frame

As this frame was expected to indicate the economic impact of GTP, and
the opportunity it has on the individual or group and the country as a
whole, it was used as a second dominant frame in all analyzed
newspapers. The study’s findings indicated that the newspapers
employed this frame in 31.3 percent while presenting the issue in this
frame the newspapers were mentioning of the cost/degree of expense
expected to performn the GTP. {iovernment programs which deals with
health, economy or other issues are particularly expressed within this
fame Neuman et .al,(1992). According to Neuman and his collogues, this
frame is usually an out come of covering issues from authorities’ stand
points. This frame also indicates “The economical consequence of
pursuing or not pursuing varies politics objectives”(1992:63). Thus,
economic conseguence frame is appropriate for issue like GTP. However,
the analyzed vewspapers, excepr Addis Admass, employed this frame as
a second dominant. ILven the business and economic Newspaper Fortuiie

seems to use less in this frame
Conflict Frame

This frame was the third employed frame in all the newspapers. Thus, it
was utilized in a limited extent in 14.6 percent. Compared to the rest two
newspapers, Fortune used this ‘rame relatively with high frequency. In
reaching the plan with a variety of supportive ideas so as to incorporatre

additional information, this type ol frame is appropriate since it gives a
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chance of presenting (o or more sides and opposing views. In Fortune,
newspaper experts have been 1ised as a source of optional information
and as for capturing a media attention. Thus, Semetko and Valkenburg
(2000) agreed that media use conflict as a means of capturing cf
audience. Findings indicated that the analyzed newspapers used the
conflict frame in a limited extent to present the issue of GTP by providing
opposing views or ideas {rom opposition leaders. Even party leaders were

quoted as a source in Admass and Reporter only once for each.
Human interest, educative and diagnostic frames

The set of frames, which includes human interest, educative and
diagnostic, were the least employed frames in all the newspapers. Within
this group, the diagnostic and educative frames were not employed
Reporter and Fortune, respectively. News papers views human interesi
frame to acquire audicnce attertion and to show the significance of the
problem, Semetko and Valkenburg (2000:96). This frame emphasizes the
situation ol an individual or a group, who is directly affected by the
issue, as a human example. A s findings indicated, the human interest
frame was employed in 10.4 percent. On the other hand, educative and
diagnostic frames, as they were used only in 4.2 percent each, were
found to bz o missing frame. Hence, the educative frame which may be
more appropriate to raise awareness to the issue of GTP was least

employed in the newspapers analyzed.
4.7.6. Role of Media

In this part of the discussion, as the other research question of this
study, was to examing what type of functions the researched newspapers
provided during the period in question. The analyzed newspapers defined

the issue of GTF to some extent. As times, they even provided issucs

related with the cause of designing GTP. With limited extent, it can be

o
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said that the newspapers fo a certain degrec defined issue elated with
GTP. Moreover, the newspapers evaluated and interpreted the GTP.
However, the findings show hovs the newspapers primarily were engaged
in providing information about GTP. The newspapers providing
information regarding aspects of GTP, especially on agricultural and
industry aspects of over the ocher. As the analyzed of the frame has
indicated, the papers were largely engaged in this type of information
coming from government officia's and experts rather than analyzing and

suggesting alternative views thar would come from other stakeholders.
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Chapter Five: Summary, Conclusion and

Recommendations
5.1 Summary and Conclusion

Ethiopia is one of the poorest and least developed countries in the world.
Poverty stands at the forefront of an excess of embracing situation that
Ethiopia faces at present. In overcoming this reality, the government of
Ethiopia issued the growth and transformation plan (GTP)which outlined
poverty reduction approaches based on the major four Macro ecoromy
sectors (on Agriculture; Industry ,Capacity building &Good Governance,
and Service Sector Development). However, overcoming poverty is
constrained by a mix of the socio- cultural, economic, and political
factors. These factors are then r:sulted to be manifested by the less worl:
habit of the society. Media are then important in contributing accurate

information regarding the issue 1o the public.

This paper also argued that it is not only the number of coverage that
matters the most, but it highly depends on how the local media

portraved and framed the issue of 3TP and related issues.

However, in many researches made locally, local media are seen to
portray issucs negatively and incorrectly. Especially, Hallelujah in 2008,
indicates journalists have been seen to have lack of professional and
ethical standards. As stated thai this problem is highly dominant in
private media practioners. As res.lt shown by Hallelujah, found to have
a direct relation, which could be taken as a reference point where orne
enables to see the framing process. Hence, the question of
professionalism and other ethival consideration are of the pillars of

journalism and framing research.



This research proposcd to exarnine how the issue of GTP was covered,
framed and portrayed within the periods between August 2010 and
December 2010 in the three private newspapers (Fortune, Addis Admass,
and Reporter). The research attempted to see dominantly covered aspects
of GTP and pictures used in these newspapers by making framing theer /

central to the work.

The research was conducted using quantitative as well as qualitative
research methods to enrich the output. A content analysis was used to
gather and analyze information regarding number of coverage, article
format, article locations, themes, aspects of GTP, sources and [rames in
the articles. On the other hand, in-depth- interview was used to pet
iiformation with editors and journalists from each newspaper that wouild
have been impossible to [ind with quantitative approach alone. An
attempt wae made to discuss the results based on the literature, the

local context of the country, and framing theory.

Base on the results, except Fortune the rest newspapers devoted less
than half percent coverage of all cther issues. This implies that the issue
is not as newsworthy as other tovics for these newspapers. However, it
snould be noted that 50 percent of the stories as news stories and 50

percent as feature stories were presented.

Although less coverage is better than no coverage at all, the coverage
seems to be one sided as can b: noted in the discussion all newspapers
were ulilized o cover GTP from informative approach. However the otlor
most, participatory approach, was used to a very limited extent. In other
words, not all newspapers reported intensively about the views of others
including the public. All the newspapers also attached responsibility to

government and experts.



s, as seen in all three newspapers, the articles lack direct testimontes
of the public in discussion to which the public are the main concern of
GTP. This is to mean that as said in the literature, the period between
the end of September and the beginning of December 2010 was the time
that the GTP was intended to be discussed among the public that is, in
Participatory approach. However, almost none of the ariicle has been
used to see GTP in the public eyes. Here Admass was better in
presenting GTP at least in one article from the public point ol view. In
addition, as said in the literature, the kind of sources used in a story
tells more about the story frame. As such, GTP stories in the three
private newspapers are dominartly framed in informative as ‘Officiuls
and Experts’ explain about GTP in its economic implications. On the
other hand, it could be say that discussions held in different part of the

country were not seen in these riedia.

Again in all the newspapers, the articles did not mention frequently the
presence of achieving the miller.nium development goal poverty, anc
previous fifth year growth as a cause for the issue of GTP. As a result,
the root cause and the need for GTP were not reflected in thesc
newspapers as to use the moral evaluation of the issue to be understood

by the public.

In these newspapers, what is more seen is that they do not often attach
pictures for a GTP story. Here, regarding pictures Fortune was better to
employ. In general, using few:r amounts of pictures in these three
newspapers partly depicted, the values attached to the issue of GTP that

they do not consider pictures arc nnportant in such stories as well.

The newspapers were also found to be dominantly engaged in selection
and salience of good governance and capacity building aspects of GTP.
All seem to have chosen ends on what to report more and on what to

report less and how. For Instance, Capacity building and good



governance, which presented in common in these three newspapers, was
less reported over other aspects. On the othier hand, what w-\s-rc
frequently covered aspects of GTP were agricultural and industrial
aspects followed by service sector. This shows how much news
organizations, journalists and editors are engaged in selection and

salience of issues in the media.

As argued in the literature, by iraming certain aspects of GTP appear ir
certain ways, media parishioners frame the way readers understanding

of the issue.
5.2 On the need for further researches

This study attempted to give insight on how the printe | media framed or.
issues of GTP. Howecver, it has not exhausted all possible resear:h

regarding media framing of GTP

It weuld be worth doing a reception analysis on how the public receive
and respond io varicd media products comparative analysis on state
media and private media on 3TP could be more important in the
research world. Moreover, how GTP was framed in brecadcast media (TV,
Radio), could also expand our understanding concerning the issue of

GTP.
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Appendix C

Coding sheet
Name ofcoder___
Name of Newspaper__
DNate of publication_

Head line of article___

Writer/by line_________
1. Article description

1. 1.Article format
News ___

Feature__
Interview
.2 . Location
ront page
nside page

Lastp

W
aQ

r=y
Soaw

.3.Figures

Je there figure/numbers outlined for the article?

And pictures?

2. Theme of the arvicle
2.1Themes

Achievable
Unattainable/Qver Ambitious
Informative

Discussaive and feed back



2.2. Aspects of GTP mentioned mustly?
'ndustrial

Service Sector

Agricuitural

Capacity building & good governanc:
3.8ources of the Article

3.1.Sources

Government officials

The public

international organizations
Donors

No specified source
Opposition party leaders
TXperts

Jocunents

H other please specily

4. What kind of role do the articles play regarding GTP?

Is the issue of GTP in the meaia? Yes/No

Dees the story include ali sides of the story (more than two sources?
Yes/No

Ere there other groups involved for the story to appear in the media like,
sponsors, Donors, Ministry of f{inance and economic development?
Yes/No

oes the articie define the 1ssue? Yes/No



. Does the article state causes and interpret the issue? Yes/No
[Loes the article state to the readers what they can have an impact on the
1ssue? Yes/No
Does the article provide moral judgment of the issue? Yes/No
Does the article suggest treatments? Yes/No
Does the artcle provide logical rcasoning of why the issue happened?
Yes/No

if cther state

B. Prames of the Story o

2

Humean Interest Frame - Is when the story involves people in the stories and

when it provides testimonies of peop e about GTP.

"

Does the story provide @ hiumes

1 example or *huwmar face” on the issue?

Yes/No

(L]
{—

(2. Doces the storv emphasize how individuals and groups are affected by the

fa8Le? Yes/No
Q3. Does the story go in to the private or personal lives of the actors?
Yes/No

17 ocher state.

Litribution of responsibiliy - 15 when the story suggests any orge

snould take actions on the matter.

1. Does the story suggest that som : level of government ar other bocy has the

YVeo !/ No
CEL/ING

ability to address the issue?



Q2. Are cultural & soccial behaviors suggested to nave the ability to change or

zet award the issue? Yes/No |

Q3. Dees the story suggest that an individual (or group of people in society) is

responsible for the issue? Yes/No
Q4. Does the story suggest the issue requires urgent action?

Yes/No

If other state
Conflict frame- is when the story prevides to opposing views or statements.
Q1. Does the story involve two opposing views? Yes/No

Q2. Does the story retlect disagrecrnent between parties-individual-groups?

Yes/No
3. Does the story refer to the sides oy than two sides of the issue?
Yes/No

“If other state

Morality Frame - is when the story provides advice or when it tells the reader

to do or not to do something,
Q1. Does the story provide moral messages, good or bad?
Yes/No

Q2. Does the story make reference to morality, God, and other religious tents?

A Y —— f T o
Yes/No



(2%, Does the story tell readers to do something about the issue?
Yes/No
Q4. Does the story states the need 1or social change in attitude?

Yes/No

If other state

Teonomic Conseguence frame- is when the story indicates the economic

“tmpact of the plamn.

the story involve economic impacts of the issue?

o

ot
-
oo
L
i
<L
2
A

Yes/No
02. Is there a mention of financial lusses organs now or in the future?

Yes/No
Q3. Is there a mention of the cost/degree of expense involved?

Yes/No

Q4. Is there a reference to economic consequences ol pursuing or not pursuing

a course of action? Yes/No

f other state



Interview Guide
[aterviews with Editors and Joury.alists
1. Background

What do you think is\are causes of preparing the GTP?
What is your attitude to wards GTP?

How do you see the plan, as achievable or not?
2.Figures

Do you think it is important te have figures on an article?

And Pictures?
3. Themes

What were the central ideas or issues raised in your stories?
Why do you want achieve or tell the public by making about a central idea?”

Which aspects of GTP do you like te report?
d.8ources

Who were your sources when you report about GTP?
G.Frames

How did you construct your stories?
Why make them appear in this manner?
Where you aware how yvour stories were framed?

What is your ethics on reporting on GTP igsues?



Do you think your editorial policy had in some way alfected the way you {ramed
the stories?

Are there other factors affecting the way you write the story?
Human interest frames

Do you think human faces are cred.ible for this kind of report?

Why did you use them or not use them?
Attribution of responsibility

Who do you think is responsible for addressing the issue?

Why?
Viorality fraraes

Do you tell the public what is good or had with your siories?

What do you think is the importancs of it?
Educative frames

Do you think you need to explain o1 the aspects of GTP and how to participate
and etc? Why?
Do you think you have to educatc the public about GTP? Why? Economic

frames

Do you think the plan has an influcnce on the countries economy?
What do you think the major financial implications of the plan on the issues of

people?

&.Media roles
What do you think are the role media play by reporting on GTP?

rrom which approach do you think media should report such issues?



Appendix E

Coding beoiz (Guide)

1. Article description- ( Inter-coder reliability 1.0)

Indicates whether the article is news, feature or interview.,

Educative- refers to providing knowledpe and instruction about (GTP) when it

explains what GTP is, and how to go about it,
Azhievable-refers when the story used i: telling the reader that GTP is succeed and
able to alleviate what is intended.

i

Over ambitious-refors to GTEF as impos-inle task to achieve or reach.

SHseussion and fredback- when the siory is used to show the process of discussing

(3T being taken as a suiect of discussion and finally able to get responses.

tive- When the central iden of the story is used to remind the readers to thini

abent the issue of GTP.
2.28spects ol GEP { lvter-ecoder reliability 0.52)

Agriculture

Industry

fapaelty building end gosd governanus



3.5ources

Sources are referred to as names of the person, group or organization directly or

indirectly quoted in the story as government officials, Donors, the public and the likes.
4.Frame- ' ( Inter-coder reliability .95)

4.1. Human Interest- is when the story involves people in the stories and when it

provides testimonies of people about GTP.

4.2 Attribution of responsibility— is wiien the story suggests any organ should take

actions on the matter.

4.3 Diagnostic frames-when the story diagnoses or provides list of or ranges of causes

for GTP example, poverty and ---etc.

4.4 Morality frames-is when the story pruvides advice or when it tells the reader to do

or not to do something.

4.5 Eduacative/ Advocacy frames- when the story velates the issue of GTP with policy

changes
4.6 Conflict frame- when the story provides to opposing views or statements

4.7 Econcmic Consequences frame- is waen the story indicates the economic impact

of the plan,

5. Media role-when the story mentions or indicates the listed activities in parts of the

story. { Inter-coder reliability 94)



Appendix

I‘\

Frames used in the articles

Attribution of responsibility frame

Responsi

Government has the ability Total
Vs No
Types of o 4 6
newspaper Addis 0}
! Admass 12
Total Fortune 1
Reporter
4

bility

7
i

Types oi

Total

newspaper

Addis
Admass
Fortune

Reporter

"TBehavior of the society has

the ability to change

s No
i 5 6
9 1%
< 12

Attribution of responsibilicy Frame

{h’['y pes of

inewspapcer

r
‘ Addig
; Admass
1

Fortune

P Reporoer

Croup of ‘ndividual Las the

anility to change

No !
3 ir()"”
1
10 | 12
|
|
|
3 | 4




Attribution of responsibil

ity frame

—fif'vaggesi jrgent Total |
action
{AY«E‘-. N«
Types of | I3 3 6 T
i
newspapeln Addis !—i
Admass ! 8 12
Total Fortune J i
Reporter J
F 4 B i
Economic Consequences frame-
o [']cntion the economic | Total _}
y ] |
! iLipact of the issue, i
!ri-;-.:s No 1
: ‘ e ~ - — — |
Types of | 3 &) i
newspaper | AddisAadmass | 8 i
i FYorcune i 3 12 i
i I
Total : kReporter 2
| | |
: ! i |
| 5 | g L :
by - I | S | i k|

“Trthe

cost/degres  of

Total |

j expense
L mvelved
g Yes - Nao
| Types of F - f 4 2 6
| newspaper |AddisAdmass | &
| il’*‘ortun'* ! 1 7 12
Total " Reporter 5
|
| 3 4




|
\
|
\
|
|
\
Econormic Consequences frame
" Reference to economic consequences of | Total |
pursuing or not pursuing a course of
action,
Yes No .
Types of 4 2 6
newspaper | Addis 4
Admass 8 12
Total Fortune
Reporter 1 }
3 <
Economic Consequences frame
! A mention of financial losses or | Total 1
gains now or in the future. f
Yas No i
Types of 2 4 6 :
newspaper Addis Admass | 3
! Fortune i 9 12
Total Reporter ) I .
:‘ i
| _i 4 4 |

Zonflict frame

~Tinvolve

two | Total
|

Types of

fvewspaper

Total

I
|

CAddis Admass

Fortune

Repoerter

lopposing views

Yis No

2 4 (6]

i

i 11 12
3 [ 4




Pl

Econoric Consequences  frame

[ Refercnce to economic consequences of | Total
pursuing or not pursuing a course of
| acuon.
Yo No
Types of | 4 7] 6
newspaper | Addis 4
Admass 8 12
Total Fortune
Reporter 1
3 4
" -_— —
Economic Consequences  frame
q
Ji A mention of financial losses or | Total |
|
| gains now or in the future. |
fes No i
Types of Rl 4 0 T
I
1*1e\v:,pl'n, lﬂldl& Admass I 3 ’
i
.‘ [l-nfuz.g | 9 12 i
Total E Reporter b I ‘
i ! .1
| i 4 4 !
SN S S J
Conflict frame
. T s S
linvolve two—!""oral ﬁ'
| I |
i loppoesing views \ i
i - e - |
| E Yis No ! i}
L ; s N B | st
| Tipes of I [ 4 ‘F 6 i
H |
an ewspaper | Addis Admass .l i i |
i JI i 11 12
| Total ’ Fortune |
I [ Reporter ! 3 g r
i | |
; : ’ i |
TN S W B ek s



Conflict frame

Conflict frame

Disagreement between two | Total
parties
Yes No
Types of 2 6
newspaper Addis 2.
Admass : 10 12
Total Fortune 0
Reporter
4 4
Provide two or more sides Total
Yigig No i
['_I‘ypes of 2 14 [6) T
newspaper Addis <
Admass 8 12
Total Fortune 1
Reporter
3 4

Conflict frame

Suggest winners or | Total ]

losers I

Yes No ’

Types of 0 6 6 \
newspaper Addis Admass | 1 !
Fortune 11 12 !

Total iReporter 0 '
|

; e




Educative or Advocacy

| Cause Tortal
. iYes No
Types of |1 5 6
newspaper AddisAdmass .1.2
Fortune ; 10 | 12
Total Reporter 1
3 4
Educative/Advocacy
How people see | Total ‘
i!)ctter GTP r
!_"{es No i
Types of Tl 5 O ’
i newspaper ‘ Addis Admass ! 1 |
! ‘ Fortune ! il 12 "
Total | Reporter "U T ‘
% : |
| 1 | ’ |

Educative/Advocacy

SIS |

i Suggest Policy ; Total

F Yes No ___r

F‘ypcs of 1 5 ‘ G
|newspaper Addis Admass 2 i

! Fortune 10 I 12

} Total | Reporter 1 |

| f

| i

| 3 i !

| —— e L S




Educative or Advocacy

j_Cause Tortal
J,YCS No N
Types of 11 5 6
[,
I newspaper |AddisAdmass | 2
Fortune | 10 12
Total Reporter |1
3 4
L
Educative/Advocacy
' How people see | Total
| I better GTP
' ' Yes No
| Types of r ) § &
‘newspaper | Addis Admass ‘ 1
J 1
| | Fortune ! i1 12 !
| ! H
fTotal | Reporter Iy
‘ | i
| ! ; \
i | i 4 4
| S b ! J__ 1 e
Educative /Advocacy
j Suggest Policy Jl Total 7
! — i
i | Yes | No | |
L i
Types of ‘ 1 5 ’6 !
|
jnewspaper | Addis Admass 2 : !
| ! -
I ' Fortune 1 10 1 12 |
I'Tolal | Reporter ' 1 | [
\ { | l
| | J | | l
! g I
| | L\J I “l J
R, (O R SRV —— e F o)



Educative/Advocacy

Diagnostic frame

Diagnostic frame

['State the need to | Total
social change
Yes No |
Types of 0 6 G
newspaper Addis Admass 1
Fortune 11 12
Total Reporter 0
4 4
. State poverty as | Total
the cause of the
issue
!Yes No N
Types of -—Tl 5 6
newspaper AddisAdmass | 1
Fortune 1 11 12
Total Reporter .
I
! 1
‘ | 3 4
& 1 J
State achieving MGD as the | Total
cause of the issue
Yes No
Types of i 5 6
newspaper | AddisAdmass |1
Fortune 11 12
Total Reporter 0
4 4




iagnostic frame

Stete sustaining previous | Total
growth
Yes No
Types of s S 6
newspaper AddisAdmass | ]
Fortune 1)
Total Reporter 0 12
4 4
Human Interest frame
! Provide human face example Total
i Yes No
i Tvpes of 1 5 6
newspaper | AddisAdmass 0
| Fortunc 12 12
!Tom] Reporte: 0
4 4
FHuman Interest frame
A Effect on Total
individual and
! group
i Yes No
Types of | AddisAdmass 1 5 O
newspaper Fortune 0
E Reporter
Total : 1 12 12
i |
' I 3 4
o —
Human interest frame
o |'Go into private and personal live | Total
i Yes No
| Types of | 0 6 o i
‘newspuper : AadisAdmass |0 |
E F Fortune [ 12 12 E
\ Total ‘[ Reporter 1 l
| | |
j‘_ - ! ______ - 3 4 |




lagnostic frame

[ o Stete sustaining previous | Total
growth
Yes No
Types of A S 6
newspaper AddisAdmass | ]
| Fortune 11
Total ! Repurter G 12
i
\ ' 4 4
o [ Sy
Human Interest frame
{ Provide human face example Total
| Yes No
' Tyvpes of 1 5 6
; newspaper AddisAdmass ! 0
i Fortune i 12 12
! Total Reporter ! 0
i |
|
| L : |
Human Interest frame
T Effect on Total
| individual and
! group
| Yes No
i Types of T TaddisAdmass 1 5 6
l newspapoer Fortune 0
| | Reporte: i
| Total ; 1 12 12 |
!
Lﬁvﬁw ] 3 4 |
Human Interest frame
[Gu into private and personal live Total [
Yes ‘
. 6 |
1 . |
| ! ' 2 12 |
?Tatai : Reporter 1 r
| |
i l | 3 4 L
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