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SUMMARY

Certain, aspects of the biology of the catfish Clarias

mossambicus in Lake Awassa, Ethiopia, were studied from

February 1987 ~ March 1988, The results of catch-per-unit

effort revealed that C. mossambicus was most abundant at

Tikur Wuha (21.82 kg per 100 hooks per 12 hours), the

north-eastern side of the lake, and least abundant at Blazar

(11.37 kg per 100 hooks per 12 hours), the eastern side

of the lake. Average individual weight of the fish increased

with the depth of the sampling site. Average individual

weight of catfish at Tikur Wuha, which is the shallowest

of the sampling stations (2m), was 2036 grams, while at

Deset, the deepest station (12m), average weight was 2622

grams. The overall average weight was 2233 grams.

Olarias mossambicus was found to be carnivorous in

its feeding habits and fish constituted the bulk of its

food (81.4% by volume). A cichlid fish (Oreochromis
i

niloticus) was the most utilized prey of the catfish. It

accounted for 72% by volume, of the food eaten by juvenile

fish (163-350 mm total length) and 79% by volume of the

food of the adult catfish . Other food items found in the

stomachs included insects, fertilized fish eggs (spawn),

snails, nematodes and zooplankton .
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Breeding started at the beginning of the early rains

in February and continued until June, after which the

proportion of the breeding females declined gradually,

while the proportion of the males declined sharply. The

sex ratio was not significantly different from unity,

where 49,6% males and 50.4% females were caught during

the investigation The ripe ovaries contained between

455 and 1176 eggs per gram of wet weight with the mean

at 669/gram„

The average monthly Fulton's condition factor of the

males ranged from 0.640-0.719 while the average monthly

Fulton's condition factor of the females ranged from

0„664-0.74-5o The average Fulton's condition factor of the

males was 0.690 while that of the females was 0.702. The

overall average Fulton's condition factor was 0.696.

The incidence of parasitic infestation was very high

(84.6%). The average number of nematodes in each body

cavity was 28 and the range was 4 to 500

The commercial catch of Clarias mossambicus was very

low(1588 kg/month)for most of the months During the

fasting periods(February 22 - April 16, 1987; August

7 - 2 1, 1987)the average catch was 12500 kg/month.
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