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ABSTRACT 

Women's Body as A Site of Contestation: The Case of Betty in Big 'Brother Africa Reality 

Show and A Backlash It Triggers among the Ethiopian Socia l Media Users 

Zeray Habte 

Addis Aba ba University, 2015 

This thes is exami nes the discourse of people reaction on Betty 's sexual act in Big Brother Africa 

real ity show in onlinc media and message boards. The foc us is on how online med ia users wri te 

and ta lk about Betty's "sex act" on this rea lity show, the discourses they draw on, how they 

construct and position women in our society. The study drew on a sample of users' comments from 

four on line media sites in Ethiopia, Addis Zeren.com, B ig Brother Africa, Dire Tube, and The 

Reporter, ra nging from June to September, 2013. A corpus of 120commcnts was ana lyzed us ing 

the Criti cal Discourse Analysis technique described by No rman Fai rclough. With in the sampled 

texts reveal that there is many problematic frames and representation of Betty in particul ar women 

in general. The react ion is outlin ed with patriarchal contexts. The analys is of the comments 

demonstrates Betty's sexual act was generall y considered to be a di shonoring and shamefu l act 

w ithin the actual text of online medi a users' reaction and retort, a lthough there are some neutral 

languages, several of the comments directly com pared Betty' s action with prostitutes. Besides, to 

counter the act, many online media users resorted to hegemoni c di scou rses comprising 

patriarehali sl11, ostracizing Betty's sexual act. Most of the discourses mobilized in forum tried to 

deprive Betty of her power to con trol and decide over her body and sexuali ty by excluding her as 

a deviant. The findin gs also indicate that onl in e med ia users partly used patriarcha l di scourses on 

women and views of the world are constructed by encodi ng particular men-made ideologies. 



Although not 3s much in number as Betty's deriders, some sympatheti c views have also been aired. 

They hurl ed a lot about unfairness of the public reaction against her, whi ch they describe as "soc ial 

tyranny". They dubbed her criti cs as hypocrites who admonish someth ing what they do in private, 

in closed doors. 
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Chaptel' One: Introduction' 

1.1 Backgroillld 

Amongst the different program genres provided by television stations fo r entertai nment, reality 

television programs (also call ed reality televi sion) represent one of the major program types on 

modern day television. The rea li ty tel evision show, as a relatively new media genre, has 

achieved huge popularity cross the world si nce its occurrence. 

According to Biltereyst (2004), since the earl y 1990s there has been a wide publ ic and 

academic interest in the explosion and success of new factual tel evision formats associated 

w ith reality TV (hereafter: RT). RT has become a widely popular term, referring to vari ous 

program types such as dOCll soaps, reality cri me shows, home video program s, wider human 

interest programs, or even more hybrid programs such as Big Brother, with a mi x of real life 

soap and game show elements. Although RT has become a tendency, a loose meta-gcn re or a 

container concept, most viewers and cri tics share the feel ing that it refers LO variolls factual 

television formats with a high reality claim, strcssing thc actions and emotions of rcal pcople 

(non-actors), often using a combination of 'authenti c' (e.g. Police, security or survei llance 

images) and staged images (e.g. Fictionalized reconstructions, post- fac nJm intervi ews). 

Reality television show is, defined by Hill (2005) as "a genre of television programing that 

presents purpOitedly unscripted dramatic or humorous situations, documents actua l events, and 

usuall y features ordinary people instead of professional actors, sometimes in a contest or other 



situation where a prize is awarded", have grown in popularity since the 1990s, even though 

there have been ' reali ty shows ' run ning since the I 940s. 

Reali ty television show is a relatively new genre of tel ev ision programming thal claims to 

represent real ity (Cavender et aI. , 1999). This genre became very popular during thc late 1990s 

in thc Uni ted States with the success of the shows li ke Survivor, Big Brother, Blind Date, etc, 

and it soon burgeoned in many other countries across the worl d as well (Nabi et aI., 1993). 

According to Nabi et al. (1993), reality television shows, although lacking a elcar and cohes ivc 

industry defin ition, generally have the same elements that di stinguish th em from other 

television genres: ( I) -reali people portraying themselves rather than performing fictional 

roles, (2) filmed at least in part in their li ving or working environment, (3) without a script, (4) 

with events placed in a narrative context, (5) for the primary purpose of viewer entertain ment. 

A wide range of subgenres of reality television shows have developed along the years, 

i neluding dati ng/rom ance, makeoverll ifes tyle, hidden camera, talent, competi tion/game, 

doeusoap, situation comedy, law enforeemcnt, and court (K.rakowiak, K leck & Tsay, 2006). 

Reali ty TV programs are a huge part of our pop culture, cspeciall y sinec the year 2000 when 

they started attracti ng a lot of attention. There is a lot of controversy about reality TV, but it 

generates a large amou nt of revenu e whil e not be in g cxpens ive to create. It has rcfl eeted and, in 

some cases, influcn ced, many different aspects of our socicty, including scxuality, gender 

roles, family values, celebrity status, conquering fea rs and achieving dreams. 

It is ax iomatic that all television programming has the potent ial to give rise to community 

concerns. Television programs of many genres deal with controversial themes such as gender, 
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sexuality, drug use, and racia l, religious and political differences. ReaI'ity television shows 

which focus on interactions between 'ordinary' people placed in 'extraordinary' circumstances 

(such as people living in a house where they are cut off from fr iends, family and popular media 

or people 'stranded ' or isolated together in a remote location) are, by defi nition , likely to show 

peopl e exhi biting attitudes and behaviors that not all membcrs of a given community find 

acceptab le. lndi vidua ls and groups who are concerned about ensuring we li ve in a soc iety 

where difference is respected ·and th ere is munwl consent to all sexual and soc ial behavior will 

naturall y be concerned by participants who use racist, sex ist, or oth er di scriminatory language, 

display bullying behavior, or engage in phys ical or sexua l harassment or assault. Other groups 

or individual s may be far more concerned about material that shows participants showering 

nude, having sex uall y expl icit conversatio ns or engaging in same sex relationships (A lbury 

2007). 

The attintdes and behaviors exhibited on reality television shows are, of course, not confined to 

rea lity television shows. They are a manifesta tion of at lin Ides and behaviors thal are prominent 

in everyday life. Different individuals and cOlllmunity groups make moral and social sense of 

them on the bas is of different sets of va lues (lbid) 

Many criti cs of reality TV have accused the shows of perpetuating damaging ethnic, cu ltural 

and gender stereotypes, contending that viewers might take the shows at face va lue, faili ng to 

reali ze that the "reality" depicted on screen is nothing more than a heavily-scripted producer 

driven ratings ploy. 
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,. According to Della Sega at www.cleveland.com. "Reality 'TV shows are fu eling a cultural sh ift, 

especiall y in girls." Sega a lso thinks that rea lity TV has pl ayed a stron g role in the rise of 

online bullying and also says that it causes rippl es of soc ial change by encouraging young 

women to fee l "the thri ll of being mean". Senior Juliana Sh irey a lso has a strong voice when it 

comes to reality TV. Shircy says that reality TV "demorali zes traditional family valucs". 

Shirey a lso states, "[even though] it makes you feel better about your own life, rea lity TV has a 

negati ve effect on teen behavior." 

The Big Brother seri es is an internationa l franchise which has run in the United States, United 

Kingdolll , and some other countri es of Europe and Australia. The African version, Big Brother 

Africa, is produced by Endemol (in South Africa) and involves 14 contestants from African 

countries. 

Bethlehem Abera, Betty, an Ethiopian contestant a t the eighth season of B ig Brother A frica , a 

reality show, joined the spotlight after an infrared foo tage of her hav ing sex with the contestant 

from Sierra Leone hit the web. A teacher by profess ion, B etty become controversial after the 

footage went viral on the internet. The rcality show that brings indi viduals from varyin g 

countries to a home located in Johann esburg, South A frica, to live thcrc for three month s, 

without having cOinmunications with the outside world, aims to create a platform of culnlral 

and personal exchanges between Africans. The show, broadcast mainl y through M-Net, used to 

invo lve 12 countries. Ethiopia was added to the show on the fOUl1h season broadcast in 2009. 

Betty'S parti cipation in show marked the fifth time that Ethiopia is represented in the show. 

The show lasted 91 days, whi le Betty was in the show fo r only 29 days. 
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A video that sbows a sex scene caught on camera in the B ig Brother Afri ca (BBA), has created 

outrage among E thiopians. This vi deo depicts the Ethiopian participant, Betty, having sex with 

a Sierra Leone housemate, Bolt. The eight-minute video has gone vira l, creating controversy 

and discuss ion on soc ial media, including Facebook and Twitter. Many ri dicu led her ca lling 

her disgrace ful names and saying that she should never come back. Others have referrcd to it as 

pornograp hy and prostitution. 

Acco rding to Addis Adm as at www.Ad isad mas.co m. many of the co mments on Facebook 

despi sc her act, say ing that she does not reprcsent Ethi opia and somehow have mad c it a 

nationa l issue. Some of tbem even went so far as to creatc a page cal led 'No Vote for Betty', 

which has 3,720 likes, and 'Betty did not Rcprcscnt Ethiop ia on Big Brother Africa', wh ich has 

516 likes. On these pages many post comments saying that the act is not the custom of 

Ethiopians, and what she did is a shameful act. On the other hand, a few people say that there is 

hypocrisy among Ethi opians and it shoul d not be a nationa l issue. It shou ld be ra ther taken as a 

reality TV show and an individual act. Some question the act by saying, 'How does an 

individual act represent a country? Or how is it a nat ional issue? Tf an Ethiopian kil ls a perSOIl , 

does that mean that all Eth iopians are murderers'! Or if a man rapes a g irl , does that mean that 

allmcn are rap ists?' 

Concerning thi s, BBA said that the housemates do not represent their country or communiti es, 

rather th ey represent themselves. "Please note that none of the housemates in Big Brother, The 

Chase, represent their countries andlor communiti es. They represcnt themselves in the game as 

individuals," BBA wrote in an emai l sent to The Reporter. " It is strongly communi cated 
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throughout the sbow, and has been throughout each of the eight seasons created to date, that 

BBA housemates represent themselves onl y, not their countries or communities. So thei r 

decisions, actlons and opin ions, whether pos itive or negative, are their own," Big Brother 

Africa sa id . 

BBA is the African version of the Big Brother reality game show, based in South Afri ca and 

transmitted on DStv. This year, season eight of the show, 28 contesiants from 14 countri es 

ca me to the house to li ve in isolation for 91 days in order to wi n a large sum of money. BBA 

has co ntrovers iall y included sex scenes, nudity and alcohol. Tran smitting live, some ask what 

the restri ctions are. According to DStv, the onl y place that they don ' t show is activities in th e 

toil cts, but thcre are also exceptions to that. 

"The concept of the B ig Brother real ity seri es is to showcase indi vidual s living relati vely 

normall y. A ll other areas of the Big Brothcr house are subj ect to surve ill ance, as thi s is part of 

the show' s format. As fo r the question of cu lturc, that is a question with no answer. There is no 

single standard defi nition for the culture of a country or a conti nent. " Big Brother Africa said. 

Generally, Betty ' s act goes controvcrsial as it contradicts with tbe rather conservati ve morcs of 

Ethi opians that consider explicit acts of sex as corrupt, and this gave the community concern 

and made her the fo cus of heated publi c debate. If one goes to online media, onc wi ll find 

dozens of popular articles and peoples' condemning her act on Big Brother African TV show; 

similarl y, one wi ll snlmble on a number of comments and retort on her ac ti on. 
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'This study focuses on how onl ine media users write and talk about Betty 's "sex act" on thi s 

reality show, the di scourses they draw on, how they co nstruct and position women in our 

society, As there is a signi ficant gap in a scholarly study in the area, the smdy take aim to fi ll 

thi s gap, 

1.2 Statement of the problem 

Contrary to popula r belief, sexuality is not exc lusively driven by biology; a vcry 

sign ificant part of it is socially constructed through legal , cu ltu ral and religious forces 

driven by a poli ti co-economic agenda (Dallery 1989). Sexuality is very much a SOCIO­

cultural invention that is close ly linked to power and to the processes of subjugation; as 

Afri cans, how we 'clo' and experi ence sexual ity is heavily influenced by soc iety and 

culture. How and wi th whom we have sex , w hat we desire, what we take pleasure in, how we 

express that pleasure, why, under what circllmstances and with what ou tcomes, arc all fo rms 

of learned behavior communicated inter alia through the instituti ons of culture, rc li gion 

and law (ibid.). Jt is through these social in stituti ons and social relationships that sexua li ty is 

reified or given meaning. 

So, who is it that 'sets the agenda' and imparts these 'sexual tru ths' as the un iversa l 

norm? These are mainly people who, at a particular historical point in lime, exercise 

power and control discourse-politici ans, media houses, cultural leaders, rel ig ious 

leaders, mainstream educationists, multi lateral institutions- lising tools such as the law, 

cu lture, re ligion , media and educat ional textbooks to d isseminate and legitim ize these 

'truths,' thereby enforcing comp li ance, What counts as 'truth ' is normally determined by those 
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who hold power in order to further their interests. Hence· a patriarchal-capitalist ' truth ' about 

sexuality will further male market dominance in society (Tamale 201 3). 

Regulating and contro lling women's sexua lity, th erefore, is central to the survival of patri archy 

and capita lism. It represents a vital and necessary way of instituting and maintaining the 

domesti city of African women, with the lin k between women's sex uality an d domcsti city 

mani fes ted in the regul ati on and censoring of women's reproductive capac ity, behavior, 

movements, dress, appearance, etc. (Tama le 2004). 

The concepts of s in (reli g ious), taboo (cul tural) amj crimina li zati on (l egis lati on) play a crucial 

role in constructing sexuality and the manner in w hich Afri can people experi ence it, 

ultimately exercisi ng a regulatory and controlling role (Tamal e 2004). The capaci ty of 

African women to control their sexual and reproducti ve lives and to break free from 

thc chains of domesticity is continual ly cUlt ai led by law, culrure anti reli gion (Shaikh 

20 I I ; Tamale 2004). 

Sexual behavior is a product of our culture because our culture sets down the rul es of proper 

sexual conduct and the defin itions of norm al and abnorm al sexual behavior (Tyson, 2006).And 

Pat riarchal culrures in Afri ca force women to suppress the sexuality since it is not deemed to be 

good behav ior for women to desire or to ex press the ir sex uality and sex ual pleasure publ icly. 

Thi s culture has rendered women's open "hook-up" fi rml y unthin kable and to tall y proscri bes, 

even made talking about sex and pl easure taboo, espec iall y fo r women. Rel igion has been also 

used to buttress th ese arguments. Indeed, reli g ion - al ong with cul ture - played a major role in 

sociali zation processes, and in the development and maintenance of norms and values on 

sex ual behavior. 
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Furthermore many cultures express lenienc·y on mal e sexual behavior but are very proscriptive 

when it co mes to fe male sexual behavior (International center for Human Rights, 1996). Males 

are free to ex periment sexuall y at w ill before marriage whi lst femaies have to preserve thei r 

virgini ty for marriage or ri sk tarni shing the image of the family. Tn addition to thi s, 

in consistency in sex ual moral ity is a lso secn in the offence of prostituti on around th e 

continent that penalizes only the sell ers (the majority being women) and not the buyers (read 

men) of sex (Tamale, 20 13) 

Therefore, when women become independent and make their own choices about sex an d 

pleasure, society clamps dow n on th em heav il y and pressurizes them to stay w ithin the 

accepted boundaries in rel ation to sex ual behavior. In most cultural society like Ethi opia, 

sex ual behavior is pri vate and making it publ ic can onl y encourage and result di stasteful or 

immora l reactions and responses. Take Betty, for example, she happened to pa rt icipate in the 

Big Brother Africa TV show contcst and in the meantim e, unexpectcdly she camc out and was 

seen engaged in "sex act" with Sierra Leon 's Bo lt. Many soc ialmcdia users fclt that she was 

pushing a di scourse on sexuality that was against the country' s cul ture and fam il y values. 

Countl ess people on online media repl y angrily in response to her sex act in public because 

such actions or deeds are not considered leg itimate in our soc ieties . 

Betty's sex ual act in the chase show had been released on Jun e 18, 201 3 and a large number 

objection and heaps of retorts on her act wcre fillin g online medi a, espec ia ll y social med ia. 

Different media practitioners, B loggers, Journali sts and a number of soc ial media users are 

concerned w ith Betty's publi c "hook-up" and gave divergent interpretation of her deed. 
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These divergent interpretations and concern generated a great deal of di scourse on Betty's body 

and sex uality. Thi s di scourse is gaining an increased attention in the rnedia; many journ alists, 

B loggers talk and write about it. Moreover, on line media in general, social media in particular, 

have bcen transform od into effective means fu eling hcr act and bringing hcr body and scx uality 

a focus of di scussion and debate. 

Despite the growing interest on thi s issue, no research er has yet seri ously exam ined these 

s ign ifi can t di scussio ns and debates that emerged du ring the past couple of months subsequent 

to what Betty has do ne and acted in the Big Brother African TV show. 

Thus, the researcher contends that such di scourses have an important scientific and cu ltural 

significance to better understand our soc iety's structural framework and to recogn ize wo men 's 

role and status and freedom of choi ce on their body and sexual ity in our society. This study 

wi ll shed li ght on the social, cul tural and political factors that mi ght have influenced people's 

angry reacti ons. 

1.3 Objectives: 

1.3.1 General Obj ectives 

The objective of this study is to close ly examine th e reacti ve texts produced by onl ine medi a 

users in relation to Betty 's sexual act in the reality show and investi gate the discursive 

construction of sex and sex uality in th e Ethi opian cultural mil ieu as refl ected in these reactive 

texts. 
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1.3.2 Specific Objectives: 

The spccifi c obj ectives ofthi s study are: 

:r Exami ne the underlying assu mptions and ideo log ies embedded in the react ive discourse 

of the social med ia users in relation to Betty's sexual act in the show 

);> Examine how women are positioned in the reacti ve discourse of the social media users 

on Betty 's public sex ual act 

:r Analyze how unequal power relations are naturalized in the reactive discourse of the 

social media users on Betty's sexual act 

J.4 Research Questions 

The st11dy sets out to answer the fo ll owi ng research questions: 

What underlying assumptions and ideologies are embedded in the reactive discourses of 

the social media users in relation to Betty's public sexua l act? 

How are women positioned in the reacti ve di scourses of the social med ia users on 

Betty's publi c sexua l act? 

How are the unequal relations of power natural ized in the reacti ve di scourses of the 

soc ial media users on Betty's public sex ual act? 
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1.5 Significance of the Study 

Thus far, there is no research report the researcher is aware of that has paid special 

attention to understanding women sexual ity ill Ethiop ia. Hence, the findings and outcom es 

of thi s stud y will bc of substantial im portance in revea ling the place of women in the 

contemporary Eth iopia n society. 

Besides, by focus ing on specific structures or strategies of di scourse that are not self-evident to 

the casual reader, the study will hope to uncover our socia l and cul tura l realities and thereby 

co ntri bute positively to soc ial changc with respect to gcndcr relation. Po licy makers, 

Educational institutions, social activists will also bencfit from thi s study. Morcovcr, the 

insigh t ofthe study will help futu re researchers who might bc in terested in a similar study. 

1.6 Scope of the Study 

Different newspapers and magazines carri ed a number of criti cal articles and several rad io 

hosts brought the issue for debate and di scuss ion. Above all , onl ine med ia \vas used as a 

fun damental too l to exp ress peopl e's di stasteful feel ings and put across divergent 

interpretations of Belly ' s scxua l act. This study will confin c itsclf to data frol11 selccted onli nc 

media. Th is means that it will not consider TV, film, radio, and newspaper di scourse on Betty. 

The main reason for th c choosi ng of the on line media is because, sin cc recent ly online media 

have introduced new co mmuni cation patterns, created new fo rm s of expression , and stimulated 

a wide civic participation with the added advantage of anonymity and absence of censorshi p. 

Th is has encouraged people with access to the technology to express their views as they see fit. 
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By using the online medi'people post comments about the program, ask questions and discuss 

issues with each other. These message boards are a hi gh ly useful source for CDA analysts. 

Studying people's COlllm ent and disclIssions as well as messages conveyed, an analyst can gain 

va luab le in sights in to how audience members in terprct soc ial problems as they encounter. 

1.7. Limitations of the Study 

A major limitation of this study is the issue of generalizabili ty. The data set comes from a 

relatively iso lated group of individuals-those who make comments in onli ne forums relating 

to Betty's sexual act on Big Brother African Reali ty Show of 20 13. Most of the posts arc 

anonymous, and there are no means of knowing who these people are or whether the comments 

reflect thei r views and values when offline. The leap fro m 'tex t' to 'social practi ce' will turn up 

concl usions that require further empirical work if they are to be extended beyo nd thc data 

ex amined here. 

Moreover, thi s study faced certain limitations, other than researcher have partially addressed 

above. First, the study only addresses people's reaction on Betty's sexual act whi ch appeared 

for public consumpti on in online med ia. A morc expansive investigation of the reaction that 

may have appeared in other media was not poss ibl e due to constrai nts on tillle and space. 

Second, the study on ly addressed a portion of the possible people reaction that were available 

for analysis. 
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This study is also limited to onl ine coverage and thus any reactions '·and comments th at were 

not onl ine cou ld not be used. Thi s study represents a small percentage o f comments on Betty 

during this ti l11e period. 

W hat is more, as Mbisamkaro (20 14) argues one of the benefits of Fairclough 's vers ion of 

CD A is that, apart from most methods fo r di scourse ana lysis, provides with a set of concrete 

techniques and tools for textual anal ysis. With thal being said , there remains some importanl 

ontolog ical and epistemolog ica l limitation to CDA, especia ll y rega rding the quest ion of 

re fl exivity. The researcher acknowledges the ro le of the int erpreter in affec ting the outcomes of 

the research should not be di sregarded. As F airc lough has noted; "what one ' sees' in a tex t, 

what one regards as worth descri bing and what one chooses to emphasize in dcscript ion, arc all 

depends on how one interprets a tex t ( 1989, p. 27, c ited in Mbisamakaro, 20 14). A di fferent 

researcher employing the same ana lytica l fram ework on people's reacti ons on Betty'S sexua l 

act may be able to a rr ive at diffe rent conclusion, as Fairc lough has argued; this shoul d not be 

perceived as "groun ds for consternation" (ibid). 

Moreover, I am aware that thi s may make it di ffi cul t to produce resu lts that are highly 

generalizable. On the other hand , CDA, given its methodological foundation, never aspire to 

produce the ki nd o f generalizab le knowledge that is un iversal, neutral and based on "a context 

- free fo undation" (Jargerson & Philips, 2002, p. 156). Neither the researcher of th is stud y 

making claims of covering everything and say ing all tha t needs to be sa id about the present 

issue. Thi s research rather be v iewed as a contributi on o n the fi eld or area. And , though may be 

incomplete as it onl y covers specifi c aspects; I can argue together w ith Yu lva l Dav is that 

"unfinished is not the same as invalid" (1 997, p. I). 
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Organization of the study 

This thesis is divided into five chapters. Chapter one deals with the background of the study, 

tbe problem area, aim and objectives of the study research questions and the significance of the 

study are dea lt w ith . Chapter two is a presentation of literature from prev ious studi es. In 

addition to thi s, presentat ion and discussion of theoretical perspectives and di scourses relating 

to women 's sexuality are di scussed. The methods used in the study are outlined and di scussed 

in chapter three. The study area, the sample, data collection procedures and methods are also 

discussed. The data anal ys is process, type as well as cth ica l considcrations and li mitation of the 

smdy are explained to the extent possibl e. In chapter four analysis and presentation of tbe 

findings of the study are di scussed. In chapter fi ve conclusions, impli cation of the findings! 

results, and suggestion for future research are discussed. 
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Chaptel' Two: Literature Review 

2.1. Discourse, Power and Knowledge 

2.1.1. Discourse and :PolVer 

Before embarking on a di scussion of power and discourse, howevcr, it might be usefu l to 

clarify what exactly we mean by "power." The following descripti on could be broad enough to 

use as a working tool for the purposes of th is paper, and al so broad enough to avoid 

unnecessarily negative cOlmotati ons. According to Rudvin (2005), A relationship of power 

between A and B, where A and B might be individual s or groups, is any asymmetry (both 

arbitrary and non-arbitrary) that allows party A to take dec isions concerning B that B might not 

agree w ith, that B is not aware of, that is damaging to B, or that is advantageous to B but which 

B him/herself is not in a position to implement. 

The most important feamre of Foucault' s theories on power is that for him power is not a 

'thing' or a 'capacity' which can be owned by either State, social class or parti cular 

individuals. Tnstead, it is a relation between different individual s and groups and on ly ex ists 

when it is be ing exerc ised. Accordin g to thi s scenari o, a king is only a ki ng ifhc has subjects. 

Thus, the term power refers to sets of relations that exist between indi vidual s, or that are 

strateg ica ll y deployed by groups of individuals. Insti tu tions and govcrnments arc s imp ly the 

ossifi cati on of highl y compl ex sets of power relations which exist at every level of the social 

body (O'FarTell , 2005). 
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As noted in Daniel (20 11 ), Lloyd (1974, p. ll) describes power as " .... The' abi li ty one actor to 

determine that another behaves in such a manner as he wou ld not otherwise have done, and 

perh aps against hi s wil l". He considers it an element of interpersonal relationsh ip and, as such, 

it is undeniab ly a part of the gendcr relationship. Thi s power, hc says, is indicat ive of 'control '. 

Thi s probably ex plains why in patriarchal society the ma le is expected to always be in control 

and the fema le under control. Thus, power is exercised in this sort of soc ial relation to maintain 

the ex isting pattern of social inequality or in its de liberate modifications. Closely related to thi s 

is Max Weber's (1864-1926) definit ion of powcr as " the possibility of imposing ones will upon 

the behav ior of other persons" (Ga lbraith , 1983, 1'.21 , cited in Daniel , 20 I I). The powerful is 

the one that, to a large extent, determines how others in the social mi lieu act : whether to affirm 

or oppose their exerc ise of power. 

Foucault 's notion of di scourse is a vita l methodological concept in unraveling power in the 

poststructuralist era. Tt is in discourse that power and know ledge are joined together. As 

Hutcheon (199 1) observes, discourse is not merel y a tool of domination. Rather, it is both 

an instrument and an effect of power, which aga in is a 1001 for the social cons truction of 

real ity. The co ncepts of discourse, power, cu lture and la nguage are dialectically 

in terrclated-they com pl ement one anothcr. Discourse is fo r the most part shaped and 

informed by practices. Discourse and practices then enter into power relati ons. One does not 

have more or less power than the other but each equa ll y shapes the other (f oucault, 

1977). As an aggregate of everyday actions and interactions, discourse, accentuated by actions 

and text, underlie power relat ions across time and other social variab les (such as sub groups 

and places). It is easi ly deducible from thi s argument that discourse is subject to an unstab le 

process whereby it ca n be both an instrument and an effect of power, but also a 
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I hindrance, a stnmbling point of resistance and a starting pbint for an opposi ng strategy (ibid) . 

"Discourse transm its an d produces power; it re in forces it, but also underm ines and exposes 

it, renders it fragile and makes it poss ible to thwart" (Foucault, t 998, p. 100). 

For Foucault, the production and ci rculation of di scourse are simultaneously mechani sms of 

social power. Coro llary to thi s, he asserts that those who wish to exercise socia l power must 

use d iscourse in order to do so. The regulation of discourse deals with who is all owed to speak 

on a g iven topi c, as we ll as which form of knowl edge are subjugated in the production of truth. 

As Foucault (2003) notes, "the deli cate mechanisms of power cannot fUll ction unless 

knowledge, or ra ther knowledge apparatuses, are formed, organized, and put into ci rculat ion, 

and those apparatuses are Ilot ideological tril1lmings or cdificcs" (pp. 33-34). Similarly, wc 

should be attentive to the s il ences that li e outs ide the boundari es of accepted debate, for they 

are also part of the networks of power-knowledge that make up the di scursive economy. 

Societal discourse mcdiates its power and control through instituti ons and elitcs "who arc 

charged w ith saying what counts as true" (Ta lbani, 1996, p. 67). Each society, according to 

Foucault, has its regime of truth, its "general pol iti cs of truth, that is, the type of d iscourse it 

accepts and makes fu nction as true". He sees society as an arena for a struggle to estab lish and 

pass on a reg ime of truth and develop tech niques and procedures to inculcate and 

transmit cul tural values considered to be true. Hence, a discou rse cou ld be an 

"instrument of power or an effect of power," as well as "a po int of res istan ce an d a starting 

point for an opposi ng strategy". Soc ietal d iscourse med iates its power and control through 

institutions and elites "who are charged with sayi ng what cou nts as true". A reg ime 

uses political , economic, and social apparatuses to control and dominate (Talbani, 
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1996). In add ition, truth is estab lished through the di scourse of p'ower that is relayed, 

pre-served, and legi timized. This involves a struggle around poli ti ca l debate and social 

confrontat ion- an ideo logical struggle (Talbani I 996).Hence, the creation of educati onal or 

social institutions is pmt of the power struggle to establi sh, expand, and sustain a 

particular notion of truth through co ntrol over the power of legit imacy. Foucault (1972) notes 

tbat truth should be understood as a "system of ordered procedures for the production, 

regulation, distribution, circulation, and operati on of statements". 

According to Whi snant, (20 12), because certain types of discourse enable spec ifi c types of 

individual s to "speak the truth," or at the vcry least to be belicved when speaking on spec ifi c 

subjccts, discourses al so give these indi vidual s degrccs of socia l, cu ltura l, and cvcn possibly 

po li tica l power. Doctors are generall y beli eved when th ey talk about physica l or menta l 

illnesses, and this gives them an authori ty to recommend courses of action or patterns of 

behavior. In many societies, and for long strctches of Western hi story, religious authoriti es 

wielded tremendous social and political power because they had th e power to speak about the 

di vi ne. Th is power was caught up with their specifi c positi on, but was also based on th e fact 

that religious di scourse suffused all of life, shap ing social organization and innuencing how 

peopl c interpreted the world. 

2.1.2. Power Knowledge Nexus 

As noted in Soza, (20 14), Many who embrace criti ca l perspectives follow Foucault' s ( 1970, 

1980) work equating power with kJl0wledge. There are particular ways of coming to know 

something and each way of knowing is power-laded. It enables and constrai ns indiv idual s in 
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certain ways and organizes our knowledge abom the ~orld . The fl aw w ith an ordered way of 

knowing is that one does not notice how they are ordered. The order becomes invisibl e because 

it becomes natural ized and transform ed in to a COllllllon sense understanding of the world. 

Foucau lt ( 1980) conccptuali zes power as a system that is enacted through everyone but not 

localized in any individual, aiding in the naturalizati on of mean ings. 

Foucaul t ( 1970) ca ll s for findi ng out how order and structure came to be the way it did by 

introducing the four similitudes, or form s of rese mbl ance, that are traditi onal ways people 

come to know. Fouca ul t's four forms of resemblance are: conve ni entia, aemul atio, analogy, 

and sympathi es. Conveni entia, aemulati o, and analogy relate thi ngs based in prox imity, 

sim ilarity, or a renection of likeness. Sympathy has the ability to trans form or altcr the ident ity, 

and create and maintain sameness in things. The four simili tudes act as a knowledge structure 

that creates and main tains sameness within the world. Foucault states that knowledge in the 

forms of resemblance comes from di scovering and interpreting their "signanlres" or their sign, 

symbol, mark, or language (Lindlof & Taylor, 20 11). Signatures make th ings visible whereas 

resembl ance keeps them hidden or invisibl e. "Resemblance was the invisibl e fo rm of that, 

whi ch fro m the depths of the world, make things vis ible; but in order that thi s fo rm may be 

brought out into the light in its turn there must be a vis ible figu re that w ill draw it out from its 

profoun d inv isibil ity" (Foucault, 1970, p. 26). It is both the resemblance and the signature that 

fo rm what is known. The ability to know something depends on knowing the wo rds (signature) 

capable of expressi ng certain knowledge. Thercfore, we know th e world through language. 

Language creates a break of subject/object; it keeps th ings together, separate, and creates ways 

of knowing things as the same and/or different. [n thi s, language equals an ordered knowledge, 

whi ch also equals a mode of being or doing in the world (Foucault , 1970, 1972; Lilldlof 
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&Taylor, 20 II). Individuals are born into a society where these IGlowledge structures exist, and 

once people come to know themselves in a particular way that has been natu ral ized by a 

discourse, they also come to know th e worl d and th emselves in re lation to that world. 

Consequcntly, "Knowledge is a lways incx tri cably cnmeshcd in relations of power because it 

was always being appl ied to the regulation of soc ial conduct in practice" (Hall , 1997, p. 47). 

When language is regarded as the creator of know ledge and knowledge as a carner of 

mea nings, it also carries the power to enable and constrain human possibilities. 

Discourse orders the world and the way society function s wi thin that world in particular ways 

that can become natural and unquestionable. While Foucault ( 1972) argues that noth ing can 

have mcaning without discourse, Wodak and Mcyer (2009) cx plain that through di scourse, 

people create both a social and material rea lity. The world is fill ed with many objects and 

individuals can on ly have knowl edge of these objects if they have meaning attached to them. 

This meaning arises from the discourse, not the objects themselves (I-Iall, 1997). When it is 

realized tbat Discourse creates knowledge, and that knowledge is inextricabl y related to power, 

it can be more full y understood how discourse and Discourse work together s imul taneously to 

normali ze power relations in society. D iscourses li ke gender and sexuality can onl y be 

meaningful within the discourse about them. Foucaul t claims that it is only withi n a spec ifi c 

disc ursive formati on that Discourses could appear as a meaningfu l construct. 

Power and knowledge: Foucault coins a new compound term call ed ' power/knowledge' 

which he characterizes as th e conjunction of power relations and knowledge production. 

"It is not poss ible for power to be exercised without knowledge, it is imposs ibl e for 

know ledge not to engender power" he states in. We would like to call to attention two 
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important implicillions in thi s formulation of power/knowledge. First, knowledge is an int egra l 

part of power relations. Power/knowledge "determines the forms and possibl e domains of 

knowledge". Second, by produci ng knowledge, irrespective of their stance, one is making a 

clai m for power. 

Since Discourses are competing for meaning, not all will be regarded as equal. Certa in 

D iscourse w ill become dominant and hegemonic while others are marginalized and trealed as 

unimportant. These Discourses have continually been created and (re)created throughout 

history, from th e Victorian age to women's suffrage, indiv iduals inherited Discourses through 

birth (Foucault, 1980). Individuals arc born into a society where structure and order already 

exist. These structures are grounded in experience and create a common sense understanding of 

the world. Common sense understandings of the worl d tell people how to act and what is 

natural , true, or normal for a boy, girl, woman, or man. 

One of the largest and oldest forms of distinction among societal segments being gcnder, one 

cou ld argue that the issue of power can be well elucidated through the gendered plot/ 

dynamics/ discourse of society. Such apprehension seems to be interest in g, not only for the 

study of social di scourse itself, bur also to ga in a contextuali zed, more magnifi ed 

understandin g of th e long held issue of gender [i n]equality. 

"Common sense" tells society what is normal and language distingui shes and gives meaning to 

what is accepted as normal and what isn't. The power of common sense comes from its cla im 

to be obvious, unquestionable and therefore true. " It looks to ' human nature' to guarantee its 

vers ion of real ity. It is the medium through whi ch already fixed 'truths' about the world, 
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society, and individual s are expressed" (Foucault 1970, p. 74). These tru ths are expressed 

through realms of di scourse such as th e educat ion system and the media, where young girl s 

become di scussed as compliant and doci le, wh il e youn g boys are known to be rowdy and 

adventurous (ibid). Not onl y does thi s discourse carryon through ch ildhood, but it also sets up 

futu re socia·] dynamics w ithin patriarchal soc ieties. The concern with fitt ing in to a sociall y 

defined and accepted "normal" guide's society to accept dominate meaning formations, such as 

current views on gender and feminin ity. 

Various scholars stud ying di scourse take a critical perspective with an in terest in the 

relationship between power and discourse. For instance HaJJ ( 1997), embrac ing the ideas of 

Foucau lt, statcs, "d iscourse is conccrncd with thc production of knowl cdge and 

meaning . .. di scourse produces the objects of knowledge and nothing which is meaningful 

ex ists outside di scourse" (p. 44). Two themes of critica l di scourse emerge in the literature; th e 

soc ial and histori cal meanings that individuals inherit from th e past, and the relationsh ip of 

power/lOlowledge in regards to discourse, and both are related to how meanings become a 

nonnative force and are naturali zed as a result of power, domination, and hegemony. 

2.2. Social and Historical Meanings 

Throughout hi story, specifi c discourses had social and hi stori ca l meani ngs that werc crcated to 

serve other purposes and people at the time (Foucault, 1980). Not onl y do these meanings serve 

particular interests in history, these meanings endure and individuals are bom into pre-existing 

meanings and inherit them from birth . At the same time meanings can enable certain 

knowl edge, it al so suppresses other knowledge from be ing known. Pri vileg ing one meaning 
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over another nonnalizes knowledge of a subj ect (Weedon, 1997). For example, Foucault 

( 1978) calls attention to the hi story of the di scourses of sex and sexuality. Foucault asserts that 

in the Victori an bourgeo isie the discourse of sex and sex uali ty were open mid public. An open 

discourse stood with the subject of sex, " it was a period whcn bodics ' made a display of 

th emselves'" (p. 3). After thi s, fami ly consumed sexuality and the discourse of sex was one in 

the same with reproduction . The discourse on sex was naturali zed to that of the fami ly and the 

private bedroom. No longer was it appropriate for sexuality and sex to be discussed pub li cly. 

Discuss ion of sex in the publ ic sphere was rcpressed, and Foucau lt suggests that the repression 

of sex coincides with that of capitalism. If sex is repressed, it is because it does not occur 

simultaneously with that of labor. When labor is bcing hi ghly organized and valucd, it is 

im practical to push a di scourse forward that we lcomes pursu its of pleasure. The meanings that 

were created by repressing sex serve particular interests, capitali sm. 

By making sex a forbidden subject, and onl y acceptab le in matters of reproduction, it became 

normal and natural to treat sex in that way. 1t created a "sameness" in society. It also created a 

constraining discourse for people who did not ab ide by the normal di scourse. The discourse of 

sex and sex uality was constraining and at the same time enabli ng. It enabl ed a society to focus 

and value labo r, which built structures , created objects to benefit society, and advanced the 

quality of living. It also constrained an entire popu lation to be suppressed and to treat 

something that was once thought of as natural as now abnormal, strange, an d isolated. The 

privi leging of meanings aids in a naturalizati on of knowledge. Dominate mean ings beco me 

inv isible, unquest ioned, and the normal way in which to act and thin k. When mean ings are not 

questioned, they become hidden . Prividera and Howard (2006) state that the power of a 
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discourse to naturalize language, knowledge, and mealllngs resides 10 invIsibi lity, which 

COlmects knowledge with power. 

The idea that the body is an important site for the exercise of power can be located within a 

Foucauldian framework in which the rise of capitali sm can be seen to create a new domain of 

political life, referred to by Foucault as "bio-power" (Kehily, 2001). Here, power is 

conceptualized as decentralized and product ive of soc ial relations in common-place encounters 

and exchanges. From thi s perspective, the politics of the body plays an important part in 

disciplining individual bodies and regulating col lective bodies such as popu lations or specifi c 

social groups (Kehi ly, 200 1). For Foucault, tbe body is discursively constructcd, reali zed in the 

play of power relations, and spccifi ca ll y targeted in the domain of the scxua l. Foucault, in hi s 

work History of Sexuality, saw sex as a political issue, cruci al to the emergence and 

deployment of bio-power: It [sex] was at the pivot of the two axes along w hi ch developed the 

entire political technology of life. On the one hand , it was tied to the disciplines of the body: 

the hamessing, in tensification and distribution of forces, the adjustment and economy of 

energies. On the other hand, it was applied to the regulation of populations, through all the far­

reaching effects of its act ivity. 

In a society such us ours, but basical ly in any society, there are manifold relation of, power 

which permeate, characterize and constitute the socia l body, and these relations of power 

cannot themselves be established, consolidated nor implemented w ithout the production , 

accumulat ion , circulation and functioning of discourse. There can be no poss ible exercise of 

power without a certa in economy of discourses of truth which operates through and on the 
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basis of this assoc iation. We are subj ected to the production of truth through power and we 

cannot exercise power except tllrough the production of truth . -

Traditionally, women have been denied contro l over the ir body or sexuali ty. Patriarchal 

discourse of power concerning the representation of sex inhibited women from exploring their 

body and verbalizing their sexua li ty. Patriarchy and stale power join together to colonize 

female body and control fema le sexuality. Men' s power over wo men is sanctioned withi n 

marriage and so the wi fe' s body along wi th her property and earning becomes th e property of 

the husband who can enj oy them with impunity. 

2.3. Asymmetry of Power and Its Effects on Reactions between Men and Women 

Domination has power asymmetry as its goal and is dependent on it. It represen ts the kind of 

relationship that most people, in most cullll res, most readily associate with the word power, 

i.e., meani ng power over people and things, as against the capacity to do someth ing or the 

responsibility to act on behal f of others (Boulding 1978, cited in F ranc is, 2004). There are 

many diffe rent vehi cles fo r the exercise of power over others: wealt h; cont ro l of resou rces and 

terms of trading; language; educatjon; fashion ; po litical structu res and practices; laws (their 

enactment and application); imprisonment and physical violence, or the threat of it, on 

whatever scale, including military systems and wars. Violence, the harm ful and destructive 

exercise of power over others, is both the means and the outcome of domination. A cu llllre of 

domin ati on is a culture of vio lence. In the words of l ohan Galtung, "cu ltura l v iolence makes 

direct and structural violence look, even fee l, right - or at least not wrong. " (Galtung 1990, 

p29 1) 
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The oppress IOn of women ' is often explained, and indeed justified, in terms of ciilture . 

Gender can be defined as the socia l construc ti on of sex difference, expressed in constructi ons 

of masculinity and femininity (Fran cis 2000). As tradi tionally con s~'ucted , gender 

diffc renccs are integral to the cul ture of domination, hav ing power asymmct,'y at th eir 

heart. Masculinity is constructed as powerfu l, aggress ive, controlling; fem in inity as in fer ior, 

weak, submi ssive, serving or (more positi vely) nurturing. In th e more extreme versions o f 

this construction, women are regarded as a subspecies, to be treated by men as the ir chattels . 

Since women are those who also spend the most time with childrcn and are their chief 

educators, it is clear that they part icipate in the perpetuati on of thi s cul tu ral viewpoi nt. The 

domination of men over women is the mos t fu ndamental and w idespread form of power 

asymm etry in human society and soc ieti es. Tn some parts of th e worl d, the oppress ion of 

women by men is lessening; in others it continues unabated. However, in most (i f not all ) 

soc ieties, domesti c violence against women is common and in many it is tacitly, if not 

explicitly, sancti oned. In some cOllntri es, women's movements and act ivities are restri cted and 

thei r treatment under the law is harsh and di scriminatory. Women are also oppressed 

economicall y. The work that they do, overall , far exceeds that whi ch is done by men, yet th ey 

,earn ' on average far less than men, contro l a sma ll fraction of the world' s wea lth and 

are ofte n debatTed from inheritance. In g lobal terms, then, there is a clear power asymmetry 

between men and women. 

The male dominatory gendcr role is played out in particul arl y crude and brutal ways. The 

culture of domination gives g lory, approval and status to men for their participation in 

vio lent conflict, especially when it ' s associated with coll ecti ve identi ty. 
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In rela tion to many other f0 l111 S of oppressive power relationships, includ ing gender issues and 

the pl ace and treatment of women in society. As it has already dea lt w ith, since the notion of 

human rights and its appli cati on to women are seen as ori g in ating in the West, to query their 

place in soc iety means to question the cul tu re of that society; hence femini st agendas are 

easil y di smi ssed as imperiali st. 

Tn countries where discriminati on against women IS just ified by domi nant local 

tradi tions, many men and some women defend that discriminati on 111 the name of cul ture, 

accusing those who questi on it of cul tural infidelity and co llus ion w ith thi s imperi al ism. 

However, whi le cu ltural infl uences and power asymmetries may help to explai n att itudes and 

bchavioral patterns, they do not j ustify them. Cul tures, likc structurcs and actions, arc opcn to 

evaluati on, cri tique and change. 

Generall y, women encounter different soc ial context than men. Women and men face different 

expectations and norms cven for what look like identical s ituations. If women try not to do 

gender, they confront the social consequence o f violating the norms and expectati ons. Besides 

th is, Mary Crawford states that th e behavior of men and boy's is often evaluated more 

positively than the behavior of women and girl s. Even when a woman and a man behave in 

identical ways, their behavior and acti on may be interpreted d i fferently ( 1988). 

Violence against women has its origins in the patriarchal structure that oppresses women 

(Amoros, 1990). It is the manifestation of the hi storically unequal power relations between 

men and women whi ch have resulted in th e domination and discrimination of women in 

society. In the subsequent secti on the concept of patriarchy is discussed in detail. 
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2.4. Patriarchy 

Patriarchy IS the prime obstacle to wOlllen's advancement and development. Despite 

di fferences in levels of domination the broad principl es remain the same, i.e. men are 111 

control. The nature of this contro l may differ. So it is necessary to understand the system, 

which keeps women dominated and subord inate, and to unrave l its workings in order to 

work rar women's development in a systemali c way. Tn the modern world where women 

go ahead by th eir merit, patriarchy there creates obstacles fo r women to go forward in 

society. Because patriarchal instituti ons and soc ial relations are respo ns ible fo r the 

inferior or secondary status of women. Patriarchal society givcs absolute priori ty to men and 

to some extent limits women's human ri gbts al so. 

2.4.1. Concept of Patriarchy 

The word ' patriarchy' literally means the rul e of the fathe r or the ' patriarch ', and originally it 

was used to describe a specific type of ' male-dominated famil y' - th e large household of 

the patriarch which included wom en, junior men, children, slaves and domestic serva nts all 

under the rule of this domin ant male. Now it is used more generally " to refer to male 

domination, to the power relationships by which men dominate women, and to characterize a 

system whereby W0111en are kept subordinate in a number of ways" (B hasin 2006:3 as cited in 

Sultana, 20 12). 

Patriarchy refers to male domination both in public and private sphercs. Feminists mainl y usc 

the term 'patriarchy' to describe the power relat ions hip between mcn and wo men. Thus, 
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patriarchy is more than jnst a telm; feminists use it like a 'concept, and like all other 

concepts, it is a tool to he lp us understand women 's real iti es. The concept of patriarchy is 

defined by different thinkers in different ways. Mitchell ( 197 1, P. 24), a fem in ist psychologist, 

uses the wo rd patriarchy "to refer to kinship systems in whi ch men exchange women". Walby 

(1990, P. 20) defines "patriarchy as a system of social structurcs and practiccs in which men 

dominate, oppress and exploit women". She exp lains patriarchy as a system because this hclps 

us to reject the notion of biological determinism (which says that mcn and women are nanrrally 

different because or their biology or bodies and, are, thereforc assigned different rol cs) or "the 

notion that every individual man is always in a dominant position and every woman in a 

subordinate one" (Ibid). 

As Su ltana (2012) asserts, Patriarchy, in its wider definit ion, means the manifestation and 

institutionalization of male dom inance over women and ch ildren in the family and the 

extension of male dominance over women in society in general. It implies that "men hold 

power in all the important institutions of soc iety" and that "women are deprived of access to 

such power". However, it does not imply that "women are either totally powerless or tota ll y 

deprived of rights, influence, and resources" (Lerner 1989, P. 239). 

Thus, patriarchy describes the institutional ized system of male dominance. So we can usefully 

define patriarchy as a set of social relati ons between men and women, whi ch have a materia l 

base, and whi ch, though hi erarchi cal, establish or create independence and solidarity among 

men that enable them to dominate women (Jagger and Rosenberg 1984, as noted in Sultana, 

20 12 p. 3). Patriarcha l ideology exaggerates biological di ffe rences between men and wo men, 

making certain that men always have the dominant, or masculine, roles and women always 
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have the subordinate or feminine ones." Thi s ideology is so powerful that "men are usuall y ab le 

to secure the apparent consent of the very women they oppress". They do this "through 

institurio'ns such as the academy, the church, and the fami ly, each of whi ch justifi es and 

reinforces women 's subord inati on to men" (Millett 1977, P. 35). The patriarchal systcm is 

characteri zed by power, dom inance, hierarchy, and competition, So patriarchy is a system of 

social structures and Practi ces, in which men dominate, oppress and exploit women. 

2.5. Women's Subol'din ation 

Patriarchy, whi ch pre-supposes the natural superiority of male over female, shamelessly 

upholds women's dependence on, and subordination to, man in all spheres of life. 

Consequently, all the power and authority within the family, the society and the state remain 

enti rely in the hands of men . So, due to patriarchy, womcn wcre dep ri ved o f thcir legal rights 

and opportunities. Patri archal values restr ict women 's mobil ity; reject their f reedom 

over themselves as well as thei r property (Su ltana, 20 12). 

Subordination means, "Something else is less important than the oth er th ing" (Cobu ild 20 I 0, P. 

1559). Accord ing to Advanced Learn ers D icti onary, Hornby (2003 , P. 1296), "subordination 

111CanS having less power or authority than somebody else in a group or an organization". 

Acco rding to Su ltana (2 01 2), the term ' women 's subordination ' refers to the in feri or posit ion 

of women, their lack of access to resou rces an d decis ion making etc., and to the patri archal 

domination that women arc subjected to in most societies. Hence, women's subordi nati on 

means thc inferior position of women to men . The fee ling of powerlessness, discrimination and 
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experience of limi ted self-esteem and self-confidence jointly contribute to the sub'ordination of 

women. Thus, women's subordination is a situation, where a power relationship ex ists and men 

dom inate women. The subordination of women is a central feature of all structures of 

in terpersonal dominati on, but feminists choosc different locations and causes of subordination. 

Contemporary femin ist th eory begins with S imone de Beauvoir's argument that because men 

view women as fundamentally different from th em, women are red uccd to the status of the 

second sex and hence subordinate (Beauvior 1974). Kate Mi ll et's (1977) theory of 

subordination argues that women are a dependent sex class under patri archal domination. 

Patriarchy is a system whereby womcn are kept subord inate in a number of ways. The 

subordinat ion that thcy experi cnce at a dail y basis, rcgardless of thc class thcy might belong 10, 

takes various forms- di scrimin ation, disregard, insult, control, exploitation, oppression, 

vio lence - within the fami ly, at the place of work, in society. For instance, a few examples are 

illustrated here to represent a specific form of discrimination and a particular aspect of 

patriarchy. Such as, boy preference, di scrimination against girls in food distri bution, burden of 

household work on women and young girls, lack of educat ional oppornllliti es for girl s, lack of 

freedom and mobility for girls, w ife battering, male control over women and girls, sexual 

harass ment at workplace, lack of inheritance or property rights for women , male control over 

women's bodies and sexual ity, no control over fe rtili ty or reproductive rights (Su ltana , 2012). 

H ence, the norms and practices that define women as inferior to men, impose controls on-them, 

are present everywhere in our fam ili es, social rel ations, religious, laws, schools, textbooks, 

media, factori es, offices. Thus, patriarchy is call ed the sum of the kind of male domination we 

see around women all thc timc. In this ideology, men are superior to womcn and womcn are 
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pari of men 's property, so women should be contro ll ed by nlen and this produces women 's 

subordination. 

Sultana (20 12) asserts tbat subordination is the situation in wh ich one is forced to stay under 

the contro l of other. So women's subordination means the social situati on in which women are 

forced to s tay under the control of men. In thi s way to keep women under men 's control, 

patriarchy operates some social customs, traditions and soc ial rol es by soc iali zation process. In 

order to p reserve the male supremacy, patriarchy c reated ' mascl1line' and 'feminine' 

characteri st ics, pri vate-p ublic realms by gendercd socialization process. Soc ial ization is 

considered to take place primarily during childhood, when boys and girls learn the appropriate 

behavior for their sex. All agents of socialization process s tich as the family, religion, the legal 

system, the economic system and political system, the educati onal institutions and the media 

are the pill ars of a patriarchal system and stlUcture. 

2.6. What Do Men Control in Patriarchal System? 

Different areas ofwomcll 's lives arc said to be LInder patriarchal control. 

2.6.1. \Vomen's productive or labor power: 

Men control women's productivi ty both within the household and outside in paid work . Wi thin 

the household, women prov ide all kinds o f services to their husbands, children and other 

members of the famil y throughout their lives. Feminist writer Sylvia Walby (1990) ca ll s this as 

the "patri archal mode of production" where women 's labor is expropriated by their husbands 

and others who li ve there. She calls housewives as the "producing class" and husbands are the 
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"expropriating class". The work done by fiousewives IS not considered as work at all and 

housewives become dependent on their husbands. 

Men also control women's labor outside the home. They make women to sell their labor or 

they may prevent their women from working. They may appropriate what women ea rn ; often 

women are excluded from better paid work. They are usuall y working in jobs with low wages; 

or work with in the home in what is called home based production , whi ch is itse lf an 

exploitative system. 

This control over and exploitation of women 's labor mean that men benefit materially from 

patriarchy. They benefit eco nomically from the subordinati on of women. Thi s is the material or 

economic basis of patriarchy. 

2.6.2. Women ' s Reproduction: 

Men al so control women's reproductive power. [n many societies, women have no control over 

their rep roduction capacit ies. They cann ot dec ide how many chi ldren they want, whether to use 

contraceptives, or a decision to terminate pregnancy. 1n addition, men control social 

institutions li ke religion and politics. Con tro l is institutionali zed by layi ng down rul es 

regarding women's reproduction capac ity. For example, in the Catho lic Church, the male 

reli gious hierarchy decides whcther mcn and wOlllcn can usc bi rth control contraccptives. [n 

modern times, the patriarchal state tries to control women 's reproduction through its fami ly 

planning programs. The state decides the optimum size of the country 's popu lation. In India, 

for example, the birth control program lim its the family size and discourages women from 

havin g more than two children. On the other hand, in Europe, where birth rates are low, women 
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are lured through vari ous ' incentives to have more chi ldren. Women are given 100lg pa id 

maternity leave, childcare facilities and opportunities for part-time jobs. 

Patriarchy idea li zes motherhood and thereby forces women to be mothers . It also determines 

the cond itions of their motherhood. This ideo logy of motherhood is considered one of the bases 

ofwomcn's oppression. Tt also creates feminine and masculine character types and perpcnIates 

patriarchy. It restr icts women's mobility and it reproduces male dominance. 

2.6.3. Wome n's Mobili ty: 

Besides control of women's sexuality, production and reproduction , men also control women's 

mobility. The imposition of purdah fi sol ation/ restriction on leaving the hOllse, limit on 

interaction between the sexes are some of the ways by whi ch the patriarcha l society controls 

women's mobility and freedom of movement. Such restri ction arc unique to women, while 

men are not subject to such restr icti ons. 

2.6.4. Property and other Economic Resources: 

Most property and other producti ve resources are contro ll ed by men and are passed on from 

father to son. Even in societi es \:vh crc women have lega l ri ghts to inherit property, customary 

practi ces, social sanctions and emotional pressures that prevents them frol11 acqu iring control 

over them. According to UN sta tistics, " Women do more than 60% of the hours of 

work done in the world, but they get 10% of the world 's income and own I % of th e worl d 's 

property". These are some of the ways how men contro l different areas of women's lives 

through th e patriarchal order of the society. 
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'2.6.5. Control over Women's Sexuality: 

Women are obl iged to provide sex ual services to their husbands according to their needs and 

desires. Moral and legal regu lat ions exist to restri ct the expression of women's sexuali ty 

outside marri age in every soc iety, while ma le promiscui ty is often condoned or excused. 

A nother way of exercising control over women's sexuality is when men force their wives, 

daughters or other women in their control into prost itution. Rape and threat of rape is another 

way in wh ich wo men's sexuality is controlled through"notions of "shame" and "honor", family 

honor. Lastly, women's sexuali ty is contro ll ed through their dress, behavior and mob ility 

which are carefully moni tored by the famil y and through socia l, cultural and rel igious codes of 

behavior. 

2.7. Historicity of Sexuality 

Sexuali ty is of course linked with the very biology of human beings. Sexuali ty pervades or pass 

th rough people's lives, on all levels of society. There have, of course, been numerous studies 

of, and hence massive di sagreements about, th e biological aspects of sex uali ty and sexual 

perform ances in humans' as we ll as of sexual deviall~e of di fferent kinds. 

Discussions abou t sexuality generall y reflect the beli efs and attitudes of the time in whi ch they 

take place, and what is, at the time, considered morall y ri ght or wrong. Moreover, they 

generally mirror the pos ition of re li gious and politi cal institutions in soc iety. Most sci enti sts 

today, however, seem to regard sexuality both as a social construct and a biolog ical 
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phenomenon. Sexual behavior can, therefore, be seen as a result of how society and cul ture 

help shape indi viduals in society. 

We have a lways been influenced by the nOllns and conventi ons of the society in which we live, 

and the gender conventions bequeathed or given to us by oll r ancestors, relatives and 

immediate environment are 110 exceptions. T he predominant gender conventions over the last 

few centu ri es, which mllst be sa id to reflect an uneven balance of power between the sexes, are 

suffused in to the minds of all members of the society. 

Sexuality is the motive tha t conditions human relationshi ps. Deborah Cameron and Don Kuli ck 

(2003, P. 15) be li eves th at sexuality is lingu istically/discursively constructed . Social and 

cultural institut ions construct sexuali ties th rough power d iscourses and thereby control and 

shape human relationships. Language is th e mediulll through which discourses arc 

circu lated, power is given as well as received, and identi ties arc created and then 

catego ri zed. According to Cameron and Kul ick (2003, P. IS), indi viduals and soc ieties 

understand sexuality and gender through language: "Our knowledge does not come exc lusively 

from firsthand experience: it is medi ated by the d iscourse that circu lates in our societies". 

Cameron in dicates that one's know ledge of sex and sexuality is main ly deri ved from lin gui stic 

representation o f the culturall y approved sex ual practi ces . The language one uses to speak of 

one's sexuality derives its meaning from the di scourses in circula ti on and th e language is the 

medium through whi ch di scourses are c irculated. 

According to M ichel Foucault (1982), sex uality is not a product of a pre-gIven essence. 

Knowledge of sexuali ty is structured th rough the use of language. He asserts thal sexual ity is 
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constituted through discourse. Foucault ( 1982) defines discourse in relation to power. 

Accord ing to hi m, discourses are not some idea li st dep iction of thoughts: they are parts of the 

power structure of soc iety. Discourses reveal the play of power in a given s ituati on. Foucault 

(1982) argues that d iscourses are revealed not onl y in wri tten texts but al so in organ izations 

and instituti ons. Thi s is because those who have the power to define matters in their favor. 

They create reality tluough the processes of powers of definition. Di scourses thus acquire the 

power of management. They manage indi viduals and population by confining them to an 

identity. Foucau lt ( 1982, P. 212) argues that identity is an effect of power re lations: 

This form of power applies itself to immediate everyday life whi ch categorizes 

the individ ua l, marks him by his own indi viduality, attaches him to his own 

identity, and imposes a law of truth on him which he must recogni ze in himself. 

As long as power, regIme or penal , rests In male hands, they define, decide and 

popularize fema le identity and sexua lity III th eir favo r and impose it as uni versa l truths. 

Language and discourse consttuct the idea of sexuality. Thi s in turn reproduces gender 

inequality. 

Femini st researchers point out that female sex ual ity or sexua l practices are shaped by powerfu l 

di scourses of " institutional ized heterosex uality." Wcndy Hollway (1984), cited in Ca meron and 

Don (2003) indicates that there are potentially contradictory di scourses concerning sexuali ty. 

Women position themselves within these di scourses in different ways and represents 

sexualiti es accordingly. Hollway ( 1984, P. 23 1) di scerns three discourses through which men 

and women give meani ng to their sexual expenences. First, there is "the male sex drive 
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discourse" in whi ch women's sexuality is -absent. Here man 's sexuality is conceived as 

"directly produced by a biological drive, the function of which is to ensure reproduction of the 

species". Woman's sex uality is the passive and complimentary "Other" of masculine sexuality 

that is wi ld and dynamic. Second, there is "the have/ho ld di scou rse" wh ich is concerned with 

" the Christian ideals associated with monogam y, partncrsh ip and fam il y lifc" (Hallway, 1984, 

P. 232). In thi s di scourse, woman's sexuality is either confined to a marital relationship 

and is reproductively oriented or is understood as socially dangerous . Third , th ere is the 

"discourse of permissive sexua lity" which views sex uality as something natllral and, 

therefore, should not be repressed. III thi s discourse, women are allowed to have the same 

active sexuality as men. Even though it is gender-free in principle, gender differen ce III 

sexuality cannot be suddenly transformed. In this regard, Holl way (1984, P. 236) observes: 

The practices that a discourse re-produces are not neutral. The liberating effects 

of the permiss ive discourse were parti cularly contradictory for women. 

Certainl y the discourse enhanced men's powers (men's 'rights') to a 

heterosexual practice without emotional bonds. 

These discourses institutionalize male sex uality and empower men to control female sexuality 

through the norm of heterosexuality. Accord ing to Hallway (1984, P. 232), the gendered 

identiti es people assume are shaped by th ese discourses: " ... women and men are placed in 

relation to each other through the meanings which a particular di scou rse makes available". 

Women des ire to have a sellse of femininity in a world that is structured by gender relations 

and hence they choose the ava il able discourse best suited for that purpose disregarding the 

true nature of their desire. 
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All the signifying systems ' of patriarchal cul ture subject women to male terms. The 

social/cu ltural constructs underlying all human aClivity are inscribed with male bias. Women 

have no role in deciding or defining them which are commun icated through discou rses. 

Discourses play an important ro le in wo men's passive acceptance of social relati ons that 

subordinate their identi ty to th e male ego. The trad ition ;lI , cultural, social, ethica l in stitutions 

together weave the "web of bewil derment" around wOlll en througb the ir discourses (Das, 1973, 

P. 51 cited in Cameron and Don, 2003) Discourses actually serve as copi ng mec hanisms. They 

provide women with "knowledge's and commitmcnts ... [that) constitute important resources 

for coping with everyday life" (Simon , 1992, P. 86-87) . 

Sexuali ty is basicall y linked to soc iall y produce symbo li c representations and gcndcrcd 

identities. Patri archy mi srepresents women either as sa ints capable of rejecting sexuaiity totally 

or as the embodiments of temptation . Ordinary wo men do not belong to these extreme 

positions. In the context of thi s paradigm, thougb women acknowledge their active sexual 

desire, they are restri cted by sexua ll y appropriate social behavior. This attitude controls 

women's des ire and subj ects th em to man's exploitati on. Accordi ng to Foucau lt ( 1982), sex is 

the foca l po int through whi ch individuals assert their power and control the margin alized. 

Woman 's sexua l identily in the male dominated world den ies her a legit imate public space. In 

thi s regard, Shari Benstock (1991 , P. 195), citcd in Cameron an d Don, (2003) commcnts: 

We are surprised and frustrated at the gap between what we want to say and 

what we can say, at the grandeur of our desires and the poverty of our 

accompl ishment. 
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According to Benstock that the rol e-stereotyping dellies women autonomy and leads them to 

self-effacemen t or humil ity and shyness. This gap between desire and fu lfilment leads women 

to frus trati on. 

On the other hand, Jane Ussher, as ci ted in Choi (1994, P . 165) states th at the bipolar 

Madonna/whore di scourse produces a confl ict in woman. Here feminine sexuality is viewed as 

passively asexual or dangerously active. An active female sexuality and a respectable feminin e 

identity fail to eo-exist in the avail ab le di scourses. Thi s generates the idea that only men can be 

act ive sex ual subjects and women's rol e is to be passive objects of male des ire. Such an idea 

restricts woman's freedom to define her sexuality and makes her susceptible to sex ual 

exploi tation. In th is regard, Deborah Cameron (2003, P. 29) observes: "women arc frequently 

in the position of not being able to have the sex they want, whil e at the same time th ey may be 

forced to have sex that they do not want". Women are often written as objects of sexual ization. 

A stereotyp ica l text is inscribed on the ir bodies about thei r sexuality and it is used to create 

texts that devalue actual lived experience of women. 

In most societies in the world, sexuality and sex ual behav ior arc considered private matters 

and thus not central to poli ti cal and socia l trans form ations. But, as we know, sex uality 

is not pri vate (e.g., Brettell & Sargent, · 1993; Caplan, 1987; Foucault, 1981; Laqueur, 

1990; Parker et aI., 1992; Va lverde, 1985), which explains why so many cultures and 

countri es try to control and legislate it. Indeed, as one hi storian observed, sexual behavior 

(perhaps more than re li g ion) is the most high ly symbol ic activity of any soc iety (Espin , 1999). 
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Sexual ity is a universa l component o'f human experience, yet how it is embodied and expressed 

is not. As anthropologica l, hi storical , and literary studi es contend, "sexuality is cul turall y 

variable rather than a timeless, immutable essence" (Parker et aI. , 1992, p. 4). Even what is 

considered to be sex ual or not in one cultural context is often striking ly different for peopl e in 

another cu ltureil environment. 

The study of women's experi ences reveals a variety of sex ual and gender expecta ti ons across 

cultures. These cultural constructs in extri cably inform the express ion of female sex uali ty. 

Cultural trad itions, colonial and other forms of social oppression , nation al identity, and th e 

vici ss itudes or changes of the historical process inform thc development and perception of 

femal e sexuality. 

Women have been sociali zed in contexts that pri v ilege men's sexual agency and sexual 

gratification . O pen, public express ion of sex ual des ire is more acceptable, even encouraged 

for men than for women; men's search for scx ual adventure has been more widc ly tol erated 

and institutional ized than women' s efforts to reject patriarchal control over their sex uality 

Saskia et a l (2007). Men were allowed to engage in sexual relations with women both inside 

and outside of marriage, but women were expected to on ly engage in sexual activ ity within th e 

confines of marriage for the purposes of child-bearin g (Luker, 1998). These social purists 

advocated fo r a single sex ual standard of sexuality, that to which fema le upper- and middle­

class women were already expected to adhere, sex with in marriage for procreation. 

Generally, throughout the previous section of th is chapter we have attempted to overview how 

control over women 's sexual ity has developed hi storicall y and is in stitution ali zed and 
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legitimized by several ideologies, social practices and' institutions such as fam il y, rel igion, 

caste, education, me0 ia, law, state and soc iety. Sexuality and sexual choices are regarded as 

personal and private choices. However, these choices are often not compl etely . free and 

autonomous since thcy are framed in a particular socia-cu ltural context. Thc degree of 

sexual autonomy indi vidua ls have is often detcrmined by thei r soc ial status in a particular 

society, which in turn is infl uenced by gender, class, race, ethnicity and cultural norms. 
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• Chapter Three: Methodology 

3.1. Introduction 

This chapter aims at presenting the philosophical assumptions guiding the resea rch proccss and 

the methodology adopted. This is essent ial because as noted in Abd issa (20 I 0), ph ilosophical 

assumption likely influence the choice of methodology and information gathering techn iques. 

It also providcs, according to Hudson and Murray ( 1986), ph il osop hical guidelines for fu rthcr 

development of the conCeptua l area. This is followed by a section extensively dedicated to 

Cri tica l Discourse Analysis fi 'amework and its theoretical underpinn ings. In the subsequent 

section the chaptcr will also providc a brief explanation of the textua ll y- oriented criti ca l 

discourse analysis method by Fairclough and it wi ll also present justification for its espousal. 

The chapter ends with an illustration of the way data was co ll ected and analyzed together with 

thc sampling procedure. 

3.2. P hilosophical Assumptions of Discourse A na lysis 

According to Abdissa (2010), the first of the bas ic phi losophica l premises shared by all social 

constructi onist approaches to discourse analysis calls att ention to a critical approach to 

taken- for-granted knowledge. According to thi s premi se, our knowl edge of th e wo rld shoul d 

not be treated as obj ecti ve truth . Rea lity is onl y access ibl e to us through categori es, and these 

categories are not pre-given or self-evident. In other words, social reality does not ex ist out 

there as an objective entity waiting for us (humans) to di scover. As Bruner (1986, cited in 

Abdissa, 2010 p.95) points out, " ... contrary to common-sense, there is no unique 'rcal world' 

that preex ists and is independent of human mental activity and human symbolic language". 
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Hudian beings do not find and discover reality or knowledge so much as they constmct or 

make it (Schwandt, 1998, quoted in Abdissa, 20 I 0) . The categories that help us understand 

the wo rl d are socially constructed. Hence, our knowl edge and representations of the world are 

not reflections of the reality 'out there' but arc products of our ways of categorizing th e world, 

or, in di scursive analytical terms are, "products of discourse" (Phillips & Jorgcnsen, 2002, p. 

5, citing ButT 1995, p. 5; Gergen 1985, 1'1'.266-267). 

The second basic assumption of the socia l construction ist approach to discourse analys is is th e 

notion of historical and cul tural spec ific ity of knowl edge. As Phillips &Jorgensen (2002, citing 

Gergen, 1985) note, we human beings are fundamentally hi storical and cultural beings and our 

views of, and knowledge about, the world are not imJ11utable and timeless accollnts; rather, 

they are products of historicall y situated interchanges among people. As a result, the ways in 

\vhich we understand and represent tht: world are historically and culturall y specific and 

contingent. Our knowledge about a certa in phenomenon at one particular histori ca l and 

cultura l context can gencrate a different knowledge at anothcr and diffcrent hi stori cal and 

cultural context. Our worldviews and our identi ties could have been different, and they can 

change over time as a resul t of different sets of histo ri cal and cu ltural circumstances. Far from 

being fi xed and transcendenta l, which is determined by externa l condi ti ons, our knowl edge of 

the world is cont ingent and trans itory. 

What is more, the notion of the lin k between knowledge and soc ial processes is the third core 

assumpt ion that guides the inquiries of th ose who subscribe to the social constmctionist 

approach to discourse analysis. As Phi llips & Jorgensen (2002/2004) argue, knowledge does 

not emanate out of the blue; it is created through social interaction in which we construct 

common tmths and compete about what is true and false . Thus, our ways of understanding the 
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world are created and maintained by social processes. Finally, the link between knowledge and 

social action is the fourth philosoph ica l assumpti on shared by those who adhere to the social 

constructioni st approach to di scourse anal ysis. As a society, we produce and generate 

knowledge through social in teracti on; and this knowledge regulatcs and guides our social 

act ion with regards to w hat is appropriate or acceptable and what is not in a particular context. 

As Phillips & Jorgensen (2002/2004) poi nt out, with in a part icular worldview, some fo rms of 

acti on become natural, others unthinkable. Different social understandings of the world lead to 

diffcre nt social act ions, and, therefore, the social construction of know ledge and truth has 

social consequences. 

3.3. C ritica l Discourse Analysis (CDA) 

CDA has now become one of the most widely used DA models in modem linguistics. Its aim 

is to uncover ideo logical and powcr relations and it has main ly been appl ied for the analysis of 

politica l discourse. The following section will provide a genera l introduction to th e field of 

CDA and describes one of the CDA frameworks in deta i I. 

CDA is an ama lgamation of a vari ety of micro-sociologica l theori es and also theories on 

society and power based on Michael Foucault's defin iti on of power (Van Dijk, 200 I). A CDA 

study aim s at providing a thorough description, explanation and critique of the textual 

strategies writers use to "naturalize" discourses. Because we are we ll aware of th e fact that in 

order to in culcate certain ideo logies, di scourses arc made to appear common-sense and 

apolitical (Van Dijk, 1997, cited in Rahimi & Riasati , 20 11 ). Some scholars beli eve that there 

is no typ ica l CDA method for coll ecting data. Some authors do not even mention data 
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coll ection methods. The raw tnateri al for the an alys is within CDA is the naturall y occurring 

tex t and tal k in their original contexts. 

CDA provide some approaches to research with the primary aim of uncovering the 

relationship between language, society, power, ideology, valucs and opinions. Hence, CDA is 

continuous ly enriched with new approaches within the fi eld of languagc and comm unicati on. 

The most sign ific ant researoh within CDA has been performed by Teun van Dijk, who 

com bines cogniti ve psychology and CDA to uncover how ideological structures are hi dden in 

people's memory, Chi lton (2004), cited in Rahimi & Riasat (20 11 ), who combines cogniti vc 

and pragmatic aspects (us ing J-iabelllJas ian "Validity Claims" and Grice's "Cooperative 

Pri ncip le" theories) and focuses on credibi lity in politi cal tex ts, and Wodak ( 1989) analyzes 

gender di scrim ination and how pol itical groups/nations defi ne their terri tOlY by means of 

language. Furthermore, Norman Fairclougil focllses on social confli ct and its lingll ist ics 

mani fes tat ions in discourses of dominance, difference and resistance (Wodak and Meyer, 

200 1). 

3.3.1. Und erstandin g the T heor y of CDA 

As noted in McGregor (2003), D iscourse refers to the expressing of oneself using words. 

Discourse are ubiquitous way of knowing, va luing, and experi encing the worl d. D iscourse can 

be used for an assertion of power and know ledge, and they can be used fo r res istance and 

critique. Discourses are used in every context fo r bui lding power and knowledge, for regulation 

and normalizat ion, for the development of new knowledge and power relation, and fo r 

hegemony (excess in fl uence authori ty of men over women). G iven the power of written and 

spoken words, CDA is necessary describi ng, interprcting, analyz ing and criti quing soc ial lifc 
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refl ected in the tex t (Luke, 1997 cited in McGregor, 2003). CDA is concerned with studying 

and analyzing \vritten texts and spoken words to reveal the discursive source of power, 

dominance, inequality, and bi as and how these sources are initiated, mai nta ined, reproduced, 

and transformed with specific socia l, economic, poli tica l, and historica l contexts (Van Dijk, 

1988). It tics to illuminate ways in whi ch th e domi nant fo rccs in the society co nstruct versions 

of reality that fa vor thei r interests. By unmask ing such practi ces, CDA scholars aim to support 

the victims of such oppression and encourage them to resist and transform their li ves (Foucault , 

2000), the central tenet of crit ical theory and the critica l science approach (McGregor, 2003). 

Stemming from Haberman's (1973) cri tica l theory, cited in McGrcgor (2003), CDA aims to 

help tbe analyst understand social problcms that arc mediatcd by mainstrcam idcology and 

power re lat ionships, all perpetuated by the use of wri tten texts in our dai ly and profess iona l 

lives. The objective of CDA is uncover the ideological assumptions that are hidden in the 

words of our written text or oral speech of power over or to gain an appreciation that we are 

exercising "power over", unbeknownst to us (Fairclough, 1989). CDA aims to systematicall y 

explore often opaque relationships between discursive practices, texts and events and wider 

socia l and cultural stll.1c tures relatio nshi ps and processes. It str ives to explore how these no n­

transparent relationships are a factor in securing power and hegemony, and it draws attention to 

power imbalances, social inequalities, non-democratic practices, and other injustices in hopes 

of spurring people to co rrectivc actions (Fa irclough, J993). 

There are th ree tenets of CDA (Fairclough, 2000). Discourse is shapcd and constrained by (a) 

soc ial stll.1cture (class, status, age, ethni c identi ty, and gende r) and by (b) culture. Home 

economics, compri sing members fro m across the social structure (but main ly whitc, middl e 
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• cl ass, women), has profess iona l cu lture, which shapes aild constrains irs di scourse. What we 

say as home economists, is shaped by our profess ional cu lture, soc iali zation, and member 

profil e (social structure). (c) D iscourse (the word and language we use) helps shape and 

constrain our identiti es, relationships, and system of know ledge and beliefs. As home 

economists, ollr identities, the natu re of our soc ial relati onships, and Oll r knowledge and bel ieF 

system are shaped and constrained by th e language and words espoused by us and by others. 

Furthermore, CDA tri es to write, and determine the rel ationships between, three level of 

ana lys is: (a) the act"ua ltext; (b) the di scursive practices (that is the process invo lved in creating, 

writing, speaking, reading, and hearing); and (c) the larger social contcxt that bears upo n thc 

text and the di scursivc practiccs (Fairc lough, 2000). In morc dctail , thc tcxt is a record of 

events where something was communicated and invo lves the presentation of facts an d beli efs 

(often ideo logical). The constructions of identities of participants discussed in the 

communication, and strategies to frame the content of the message. Discursive practi ce refers 

to rul es, norms, and a mental models of socia lly acceptable behavior in specific rol es or 

relationships lIsed to produce, receive, and in terpret the message. They are spoken and 

unspoken rul es ancl conventions that govern how ind iviclu al s learn to think, act, and speak in all 

th c soc ial positi ons they occupy in life (A lvennann, Commeyras, You ng, Randall, & Hil son, 

1977 cited in McGregor, 2003). Gee ( 1990) clari fic s that di scursivc practiccs invo lvc ways of 

being in the worl d that s ignify speci fi c and recogn izab le social id cntiti es . We are learncd to 

"be" home economists, students, daughters, mothers, members of an ethnic group or gender, 

entrepreneurs, and volunteers. Finally the social contex t compri ses di stinct settings where 

discourse occurs (marketplace, classroom, playground , church, conferences), each will a set of 

convention that determin e rights and obligations - what each is all owed and expecred to do. 
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Simply put, th e text beco'mes more than just words on a page - it disc loses how those words 

are used in a particular context (Huckin, 1997 cited in McGregor, 2003). 

As might be expected, a critica l approach to discourse seeks to li nk the text (micro level) with 

the underlyi ng power structures in society (macro socio cul tural practice level) through 

di scursive pract ices upon whi ch the text was drawn (meso level) (Thompson, 2002). Said 

another way, a text, a description of something that is happening in a larger soc ial context 

replete wi th a complex set of power relations, is interpreted and acted upon by reader or 

li steners depending on thci r ru les, norms, and mental modcl s of soc iall y acceptable behavior 

(McGregor, 2003). Oppression, repress ion, and margina li za ti on go unchanged if the text is not 

criti call y analyzed to rcvcal power relations and dominan cc. CDA focuses on how social 

relations, identity, knowledge, and power are constructed through wri tten and spoken texts in 

communiti es, schools, the med ia, and th e pol itical arena (Luke, 1977 cited in , McGregor, 

2003). Discourse always involves power and ideologies, is connected to the past and the 

current context (is historical), and can be interpreted differently by people because they have 

different backgrounds, knowledge, and power position - therefo re, the "right" interpretat ion 

does not ex ist whereas a more or less plaus ibl e or adequate interpretation is likely (Fai rclough , 

2002 ; Wodak & Lud wig, 1999). 

Discourse and language can be used to make unbalanced power relations and portrayals of 

social group appears to be commonsense, normal, and natural when in fact the reali ty is 

prejudice, injustice, and inequalities. Using just words, those in power, or wishing to be so, can 

misdirect our concerns for pers istent, larger systematic issues of class, gender, age, religion and 

culture seem petty or non-ex istent. Unless we begin to debunk their words, we can be mi sled 
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and duped into embracing the dominant world view (ideology) at 0'111' expense and their gain 

(McGregor, 2003). 

3.3.2. Dclinitions of CDA 

As was menti oned in Rah imi & Riasati (20 II), critical li ngui sti cs and theories have laid the 

basis for CDA. Thi s di sciplinc has att racted many scholars sin ce the 1980s significantly with 

the works of the Bri ti sh socioli nguist Norm an Fai rclough. Fairclough (1995) provided the 

fo ll ow in g definition for CDA: 

By CDA I mean d iscourse analysis whi ch aims to systematically explore often opaque 

relationships of causa lity and determination between (a) discursive practices, events 

and texts, and (b) wider social and cultural structures, relations, and processes; to 

investigate how such practices, events and texts arise out of and are ideologica lly 

shaped by relations of power and struggles over power; and to ex plorc how the opaci ty 

ofthesc relat ionsh ips (p. 132-3). 

Wodak and Meyer (200 I) depict the concept in the followin g mann er: 

CDA may be defi ned as fundamenta ll y concerned w ith analyzin g opaque as well as 

transparent stru ctural rel ationships of dominance, di scrimi nat ion, power and control as 

manirested in la nguage. In other words, CDA aims to in vestigate cri ti cal ly social 

inequality as it is expressed, signaled, constituted, and legitimized, and so on by 

language use (or in di scourse) (p. 2). 

5 1 



Furthermore, Scall on (200 I, p. 40, cited in Rahimi & Riasati : 20 II) defines CDA as "a 

program of social anal ysis that critically analyses discourse - that is to say language in use - as 

a means of address ing social change". 

Generall y, Critical d iscourse analys is (CDA) is a type of discourse analyt ica l rcscarch that 

pri mari ly studi es the way soc ial power abuse, dominance, and inequal ity are enacted, 

reproduced, and resisted by text and tal k in the soc·ial and politi ca l context. With such di ssident 

research, criti cal discourse analysts take explicit posi ti on, and thus want to understand, expose, 

and ultimately resist social in equa li ty. 

3.3.3. Three E lements in CDA: Critical, Discourse a nd Analys is 

111 the fo ll owing sub-section, we wi ll look at three componellts of CDA, namely Cri tica l, 

Discourse and Ana lysis, to see how they are defined ill Critical Discou rse Ana lysis. 

CDA is naturally embedded within Criti cal Theory, a parad igm developed in the last 

three decades whose crit ical impetus ori g in ates in the Frankfurt School, especiall y J-Iabennas. 

As Wodak and Meyer (2009, P. 6) recall , in 1937 I-Iorkheimer urged soc ial theory to cri tique 

an d change society, which meant to improve its understanding by in tegrat ing soc ial sciences, to 

show how soc ial phenomena are intcrcon nected, to produce knowledge that helps soc ia l actors 

emancipate themselves from domi nation th rough se lf-reflec tion, and to dcscribe, cx plain and 

eradicate de lusion, by revea ling stmctures of power and idco logies behind discourse, that is, by 

making visibl e causes that are hidden. The scope of CDA is not only language-based. Its 

critica l perspective attracts scholars from vari ous discipl ines, as well as act ivists. Their concern 

lies with unveiling patterned mechani sms of the reproduction of power asymm etri es. 
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Anthropology: linguistics, ph ilosophy and communication studies, amOlig others, may share 

this inclinati on. 

From its inception , CDA was a discipline des igned to question the status guo, by detecti ng, 

analyzing, and also resisting and counteracting enactments of power abuse as transmitted ·in 

private an d public discourses. For some, to be criti cal might imply to be judgmental. However, 

thi s is not th e case here, because, as Jager an d Maier (2009, P. 36), cited in Blommae rt (2005), 

state, thi s kind of critique "does not make cl a ims to absolute truth". CDA is understood to be 

cri tical in a number of dif ferent ways: Its ex pli cit and unapol ogetic atti tu de as fa r as values 

and criteria are concerned (van Leeuwen 2006); its commitment to the analysis of soc ial 

wrongs slIch as prej udice, or unequal access to power, pri vileges, and material and symbolic 

resources (Fairclough 2009); its in terest in discerning whi ch prevailing hegemonic social 

practices have caused such socia l wrongs, and in developing methods that can be appli ed 

to their study (B loor and B loor 2007). All this makes CDA an example of research aiming 

for social intervention . Fairclough and Wodak (1997) add that a c ritical reading goes beyond 

herm eneutics. In their view, CDA aims at demystifying texts shaped ideologica ll y by relations 

of power; it focuses on the opaque relationship between di scourse and soc ietal structure; and it 

does so through open interpretation and explanation, by relying on systematic scientific 

procedures, that is, by achievi ng di stance from thc data and sett ing them in contcxt. Sel f­

refl ection concerning the research process is a must. In sum, CDA seeks to expose the 

man ipulative nature of discurs ive practices, and improve communication and well-bein g by 

removing the barriers of assumed beli efs legi timi zed through discourse. 
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Besides, 'Critical' in Critical Discourse Analysis is often associated with studying power 

relations. Within the frameworks of 'cri tical', the analyst's intention is to uncover, explore 

power relationships and demonstrate inequaliti es embedded in a piece of di scourses and wider 

soc ial and cultu ral fo rmations (Carson, 2000 quoted in Wodak and Meyer, 200 I). Another 

interpretation of the 'critical' in critical discourse analysis is an attempt to describe, interpret, 

and explain the relationsbip between the form and function of language with the intention of 

explori ng the networks of di scourse patten1S that comprise social siiuation. 'Criti ca l' in another 

view is oriented toward locati ng socia l problems and analyzing how di scourse operates to 

construct and hi storically be constructed by such issue. In this perspective of 'criti ca l', the 

analyst goes from the analysis of texts to the social and pol itical contexts in which the texts 

emerge. According to Wodak (200 I), 'cri tical' means "having di stance to the data, embeddi ng 

the social, taking a political stance expli citly". 

As for 'Discourse' critical discourse ana lysi s sees discourse - language in usc in speech and 

writing - as a form of social practice, constituting other elements of soc ial practices as well as 

being shaped by them. Starting from such perception, criti cal discourse anitlysis sees di scourse 

always involve power ideologies (Wodak & Ludwig, 1999 as quoted in Wodak and Meyer, 

2001). And th e analysis of discourse is, the analysis of language in use. Ana lyzing di scourse in 

the light of critica l di scourse anal ys is cannot be restricted to the description of lingui stic forms 

independent of the purposes or functions. The task of the anal yst in doing criti ca l di scourse 

analysis is to fi gure out all the possible configurations between texts, ways of representing, 

and ways of being, and to look for and discover the re lat ionships between texts and ways of 

being and why certain people take up certain positi ons vis-a-vis situated use of language. 
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3.3.4. CDA Frameworks 

B lommaert (2005) asserts, there is no s ingle criti ca l discourse analys is: var.ious scholars .have 

created theoretical and methodological tools and frameworks whi ch all fit in the "schoo l" of 

critical discoursc analysis. These methods all have something in common but also some kcy 

differences. 

There are many central names of critical discourse analysis li ke for exa mple Teun. A. Van 

Dijk, who created a widely known method that is a triangulation framework th at links 

cognition, structure and context. There are also other scholars who have their own model or 

framework of doing critical discourse analysis like Ruth Wodak and T'oulchiltan and others 

more. 

Norman Fairclough, the pioneer of CDA, first publi shed hi s framework of CDA in 1989 and 

refined it through many further publications (eg. Fairclough 1992, 1995a, 1995b, 2003). 

Therefore the fol lowing section presents the theoretica l and methodologi cal approaches 

advanced by Norman Fairclough. 

3.3.4.1. CDA F ram ework by Fairclough 

Rahimi & Riasati (20 J I) asserts, Fairclough is considered to have con tributed to the field of 

CDA most signifi cantl y. His model may be th e core section of the entire fie ld of CDA, 

because he was the first to create a theoret ical framework, wh ich provided gu ide lines for 

futme CDA research. 

His bcli ef that th e language is an irreducible part of social life is the main part of his 

framewo rk . The dialectic relation betwecn language and soc ial reality is reali zed tlu-ough 
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social events (texts), social practices (orders of discourse) and socia l structllres (Fairclough , 

2003).Fairclough attempts to uncover ideological and power patterns in texts in hi s research 

method of analysis. He is the on ly CDA schol ar who defines the relationship between power 

and language (social power and ideology) in hi s research (Fairclough, 1989). Fairclough 

provides a three-dimens ional framework for the analys is of text and di scourse: I) the lingu ist ic 

description of the forma l properti es of the text; 2) the interpretation of the relationship 

between the discursive processes/in terac ti on and the text, where text is the end product of a 

process of text production and as a resource in the process of tex t interpretat ion and lastly, 3) 

the ex planation of tile relationshi p between discourse and socia l and culmral reality. 

Rahimi & Riasati (20 I I ) note that, Fairclough's ( 1989) analysis has gone beyond the 

"whatness" of th e text description towards the "how" and "whyncss H of the text interpretation 

and explanati on. There are cerla in underlying assumptions behind certain selections of 

di scourse. T hese assumpt ions are never va lue-free and innocent; rather they arc ideological ly 

dri ven and motivated. By studying the forms of the language, we can discover the social 

processes and also the specific ideo logy embedded in them. T his leads to the exploration of 

power relat ions that ex ist in the society or cOlllmunity. He believes in a "hidden agenda". 

As mentioned earl ier, Fai rclough ( 1992) developed an overlapp in g, three-dimensiona l 

framework for stud ying discou rse. These three interrelated forms of analysis are then overla id 

over each other. Breen (200 I , P. IO as cited in Faulkner 20 I 0) succ in ctly refers to it as the 

physical text itse lf (in this case the on line comm ents), the discursive practices referring to 

"production , distri bution and consumption", and finally the social practice, which entails how 

material s are used within socia l envimnments. The fo ll owing sections will briefly explain the 

concepts within each element of analysis. 
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'3 .3.4.1.1. Analysis of wri tten langua ge texts (textual practice) 

The actual text itse lf is the focus of th is dimens ion of analysis. Attention is paid to the fo rmal 

and seman tic features of the written language of the text in question. Precedence is given to 

the construct ion of words, sentences, grammar and/or vocabulary. These utterances, speech 

acts or statements contri bute to conveying or interpreting a speci 5c message (Cots, 2004). The 

text acts as a written record of an event where something was cOlnmuni cateci. It also invo lves 

the presentation of facts and beliefs (often ideological), the constlUction of identities of 

parti c ipants discussed in the cOlnmunicatioll, and strategies to frame the content of the 

message (McGregor, 2003). Fairclough ( 1992, p.75) separates text analysis into four sections, 

to be viewed as ascending in scale, begin ning with vocabulary focllsing on words, grammar's 

focus on combinations of words, cohesio n on how phrases and clauses arc linked and fina ll y 

text stmcture wh ich deals with "large scale organizational propert ies of texts!! T extlla l 

analysis is conccrned on ly with text and not with any social or contcxtual clemcnts. 

3.3.4.1.2 . Ana lysis of Discourse Practice 

The discurs ive prac ti ce element te lls people how to act withi n particular careers or 

disc ipl ines. It defines the rules and norms of socially acccptable behavior and of specific 

ro les or rclat ionships used to produce, receive, and interpret the message. It tells us how to 

think , act, and speak in all the soc ial pos itions in Ii fe (McGregor, 2003). It in structs peo ple 

who they are in the world and how they reali ze "specific and recogni zable social identit ies" 

(Gee, 1990). It is the way that peop le learn to be: teachers, linguists, students or members 

of a part icular community. Thi s element also acts as the liaison lin king the soc ial and 

textual practices. 
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3.3.4.1.3. Analysis of socia l practice 

The goal of the socia l practice element is to discover the extent to whi ch di scourse is 

shaped by and, at th c same time, influences soc ial structure and thc nature of thc social 

activity of which it forms part (Cots, 2003 , P. 339). Thi s section highlights the threc 

clements of di scoursc and the next secti on will fo cus on thc art icle and the analysis of it 

us ing these three di stinct elemen ts. 

3.4. Why CDA for this study? 

It is an approach which Icnds itself well fo r research that focuses onsoc ial and cu ltural 

changes. What in particular makes it suitablc for th is study is, tileF/cllha! it foregrounds links 

between socia l practice and language, and the systematic investi gation of connection between 

th e nature of social process and properties of language texts. 

Critical di scourse analysis as a research method, thus, centers on understanding the ideological 

mach inati ons of di scourse, and aims to produce a cri tique of how di scourse operates to effect 

certain agendas. Tn thi s respect, crit ical discourse analysis as a method has Illllch in common 

w ith both gender studies and mi gration studi es in that thei r object ivcs, too, in volvc thc laying 

bare of ideological agendas whi ch cmcrgc from the discou rses produccd in forma l and 

informal exchanges. A ll the examples j shall draw on, therefore, are informed by a cri tical 

discourse analysis stance whi ch attempts to understand the investments that varioLls di scursive 

fOImations have and make, socially, culnlrally, and political ly. 

Moreover, it is a 'critical' approach to discourse analysis in the sense that it sets out to make 

visibl e through analys is and critique, connections between properties of texts and socia l 
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processes and rel ations (ideologies, power relati on) whi ch are generally not obvious to people 

who produce and interpret those tex ts. 

All in a ll , it is a meth odology or an approach that the researcher employs in thi s rescarch 

bccause as Va n O ij k (2003 , p. 352) asserts it ·is "type of di scourse analytica l rescarch that 

primarily studies the way social power abuse, dominance and .inequali ty arc enacted, 

reproouced and res isted by talk in the socia l and po lit ica l context" . 

3.5. Wh y Fairclough's Moder! 

As was mcnti oned in the previous d iscuss ion, th cre are diffcrcnt modcls 01" framcworks of 

critical discourse analysis and these various models and methods of cri tical discourse ana lys is 

are somewhat different in their content and object of focus. Due to this, not a ll methods are 

well su ited to all topics of study as others (M arkku la, 20 14). 

Though used less frequently in soc ial scienti fic work, N01l11an Fai rclough's critical discourse 

analysis (COA) has provided scholars with the theoretical basis and methodologica l process 

for understanding and analyzing discourses used to construct social practi ces and discourses 

constructed by soc ial pract ices. 

Besides thi s, Faircl ough's three-dimensiona l model of CDA, as was pointed out in the 

preceding part, invo lves th ree specific levels or dimensions of ana lysis: textual properties, 

di scursive practi ces and social practi ces. Tex tual properti es con·elate with analyzing th e text as 

an object, social pract ices wi th the context, and di scursive pract ices deal primarily w ith th e 

relation between a text and its context, i.e. how the context inOuences the text and how the text 

influ ences its contex t. Although Fairclough separates th ese three dim ensions for an alys is, he 

stresscs that the di mensions are not mutually cxcl usive or compl etely scparate frolll each 
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• other. Thus, it is possibl e for one topic of interest to be investigated under two or all three of 

these d imensio ns ( 1992, p. 7 1-96 quoted in Markkul a, 2014). 

Moreover, Fa irclough's conceptua l framewo rk prov ides us w ith a cri tica l lens that 

co mpl ements the th ree di mensional ana lytical frameworks of d iscourse - rat her than s im ply 

descri bing discourses, this framework draws attent ion to how parti cular discourse practices arc 

engaged in social struggles, .how they are refl ecti ve of tensions between different ideo logica l 

standpoints. 

Generall y, as noted by Markkul a (20 14), Fairclough's model is ex pli citly suited to the analysis 

of media texts. Thus, based on the above considerations, the resea rcher bel ieves Fa irc lough's 

model of cri tical d iscourse analysis to be the most fitting model of critical di scourse analysis 

fo r thi s study. 

3.6. Resear ch Design and Methods 

Thi s secti on deals with the design of the resea rch and methodolog ica l for used in th e study. 

In ord er to best address the research qu estio ns set out and to execute the objecti ve of the study, 

the researcher opted to implement Critica l Discourse Analysis or CDA. Since criti ca l discourse 

ana lys is has li ttle concern w ith the quant itati ve representati on of facts and is more concerned 

w ith the social and cu ltural prac ti ces, qualitat ive research methodology is suitab le to ca rry out 

thi s kind of research. Therefore, criti ca l discourse ana lys is, espec iall y the theoretical and 

methodologica l approach advanced by Norman Fairclough, has been employed in this research 

to analyze onli ne media users' comments and opinions on Betty's sexual act. This cri tica l 

perspecti ve proves to be th e best fit research methodology for many reasons. 
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First it is a researdh method that enables the researcher to reveal how texts are articulated to 

produce specifi c meaning and reinforce views about certa in topic (Fairclough, 1995). Thi s 

methodology sees the tex t as a resul t of ideologies, beliefs and kn owledge (Fairclough, 2003). 

Second, as Hastings ( 1998.p-192) ex pl ai ns, thi s meth od enables to 'uncover how th e use of 

language is connected to broader processes and practices, such as the reproduction of soc ial 

relations or the constructi on of knowledge'. This ability is not offered by o.rher qualitative 

methods. Content analysis does not allow us to uncover th e ideologies in the text. Other 

discourse analytic approaches, such as thematic or narrative analysis do not place much 

emphasis on discursive power as critical discourse analysis does. 

Moreover, this method is empl oyed as a research methodology because it al lows the researcher 

to produce the descrip ti on and cri tique of any given piece of text (B lom maert and Bulcacn 

2000) . Critical discourse analysis is ideall y suited for such an examination in that its goals arc 

to "analyze opaque as well as transparent structural relationships of dominance, 

discrimination, power and control as manifested in language (I bid p- 448). Besides thi s, 

cri ti cal di scourse analysis allows for establi shi ng 'systematic links between texts, di scourse 

practi ces and socio cultural practices' (Fairclough, 1995, P.l 6- 17) . 

Generall y, the three dimcnsional model for crit icall y analyzing di scourse operates dialectically 

with one another. Texts are event of discourse usage; consumptjoll, an d distribution ; and social 

practi ce is the larger context with in whi ch the text is produced. Fairclough suggest that the 

analysis at the level of text primarily drawn upon lingui stic and semioti c of language, ana lys is 

at the level of discursive practice primari ly concerns micro-level interpretive socia l theory, and 

analysis at the level of social practi ce primari ly concerns macro-l evel social th eory Mayo 
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(20 13). Fai rclough believes that all three dimensions should be examined together and in 

relation to each other in order to correctl y balance the role of strucmre and agency in socia l 

relati on (ibid). 

In the investigation of the onl ine media tl sers' reaction to Betty and her sexual act, focll s is 

madc on cri tica l discourse analys is, cspeciall y on Fai rclough's model in ordcr to understand 

the connection between the comments and debates about Betty and her act (Text), and 

respective di scourses th ey rely on (discourse practice). Fa irc lough (1995, P. 6 1) defines thi s 

app roach as "inter-tex tual analys is" i.e. , the analytica l act of II looking at the traces of the 

discursive practice in the text' , whose ult imate the objective is to exp lore whether the studied 

co nn ecti ons. 

3.7. Da ta coll ection Instl'Um ent 

This study was designed with CDA approach. Thus, the researcher has employed texmal 

analysis as a da ta co ll ection instrum ent. The data used for thi s smdy comes from the on line 

publi c di scussions in user- generated content forums where users post their opinions and 

engage in discussion and debate in response to Betty's sex ual act on Big Brothcr Africa reality 

show. 

A systematic Google search turned up six (6) onl ine sources that relatc to Betty's incidcnt 

duri ng three months (starting from June - Scptember). Each of these. onl inc mcd ia presents 

arti cles of competing version of what occurred and provided di verse in terpretations: claims that 

the incident has created an outrage among Ethiopi ans and others reporting th at the incident is 

heavily cri ticized by the conservative section of the society as typically "Un-Ethi op ian". 

Moreover, these onl ine sources noted that there also had been sOllle initiatives by a group of 
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lawyers to sue Betty over the act. Of these web sources, 80 contained user - generated 

comments, amounting to over 345 comments in totai. I was able to capture 120 commen ts from 

four (4) on line media sources (Addis zcfen.com, Big Brother Africa, Dire Tube, and The 

Reporter) before th e comments began to disappear from the internet. 

The majority of the commcnts are short statements vo icing the users' reaction to Betty andlor 

her act. Many COn ll11Cn ts in these forums or media also make 'reference to earlier comments or 

posters, and in some forums there arc ways to sho,,, supports and endorsement or 

discontenrl11ent for what other posters arc we ighing in and contributing to the debate andlor 

discussion. 

Once coll ected and set into word document the data - whi ch amounted to 10 pages of text -

were then fo rm atted for analysis, removi ng unimportant information like materi als' such as the 

date at whi ch the posters joined the foru m, the numbcr of posts that they havc made so fa r, 

pictures and images 'included as part of the user signature, and othcr dcscri pti ve information 

not useful to the analysis. 

3.8. Data Sampling 

Just as cri tica l discourse analys is is a unique, Illulti-di scipli na ry method of research, so too arc 

thc way in which CDA data is sampl ed (Wodak & Meycr, 2009). Neuman (2006. P. 219) 

explains "Quali tative research focus less on a sample's representativcness than how the sample 

or small co llection cases, units, or activities il luminates socia l life", Thi s statement certainly 

holds true regarding the sampling approach of many criti cal discourse analysis researchers. rn 

fact, many experts agree that "most of the approaches to CDA do not ex pli citly recommend 

sampling procedures" but rather "rely 011 ex isting texts, sllch as mass media commllnicat ion, or 
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documents" (Wodak & Meyer, 2009, p.27). In this case(the ex isting texts are comments and 

Opll110nS from online media, Awuramba Times, Dire Tube, Addis Zefen and Big Brother 

Africa. 

For the data, fo cus was made on online media as opposed to other media sourccs such as 

television, newspaper, or radio. Choosing to focus on the on line media mentioned earli er, 

instead of including and se lectin g others, made sense for a number of reasons . .It seems likely 

that online media wou ld offer more substantia l Coverage than other media outlets. The 

unscripted nature of online media di scourse is al so another reason. Besides, feminist 

researchers and theorists continue to exami ne the media for cultural interpretation of women's 

rol es and statuses due to the recogniti on of the powerful influence that medi a possess as agents 

of soc iali zation and ideological influence. 

As Van Zoonen ( 1994, p. 27) asserts "media are used as a tool to transmit sex ist, patriarchal , 

and capitalistic va lues to contri bute to th e maintenance of the social order". Finall y, in the 

interest of material and manageability, the researcher felt that on line med ia would provide 

discourses surrounding Betty and her sex ual deed without being overwhelming) . 

The three month time frame (from late June-early September) was selected for a variety of 

more substanti ve reaso ns. Part of the rcaso n that hi s time frame was selected ow ing to the fact 

that it was during this time that there was intensive news coverage, and articles and mllch 1110rc 

reactive comments and debates from on line media were publi shed between, late June to the 

beginning of September. 
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3.9. Method of Analysis 

As Gi ll (2000) pointed out, the essence of discourse analysis is "ever elusive," "never quite 

captured by descriptions of coding schemes, hypotheses and analytical schemata" (p. 180). 

Fai rcl ough ( 1992) reminded researchers with intension to use cri tical discourse analysis that 

one will lose sight of the complex ities of discourse if complyi ng with a too ri gid analytical 

framework. Parker ( 1999), cited in Zhang (2012), resonated thi s statement t1; at there is no 

"ri ght" way to conduct a critica l discourse analysis. As he put it, "any retreat to set ' methods' 

will end up restricting ou r undcrstanding of the complex ity and multiplicity of mea ning" (p. 2). 

Rather than to construct a "discourse analyt ic mach ine" that ca n "shred all vari eti es of text," it 

is more mean ingfu l to recognize "ways of reading" that can be adapted and modi fi ed for 

different di scourses 111 diffe rent circumstances (p. 2). Researchers using critica l discourse 

ana lysis vary in tbeir disci plines and spec ifi c procedures appli ed to their research objects, but 

they complement each other, working together to build cri ti cal discourse analysis into a sa li ent 

theoretical framework and methodology. 

The ana lytic method adopted fo r the ana lysis of the reactive texts is based primari ly on 

Fairclough's (1 992) three-dim ensional analyti c fra mework, discussed prev iously. It is 

necessary to make some further ex plication of the th ree analytic level s here. The three levels­

the analysis of discursive prac ti ces, analysis of texts, and analys is of soc ial pract ice of which 

the discourse is a part- is inevitably overl apping and complementary to each other. FOll owing 

this analytic framework, a crit ical discourse analysis study involves a progress ion " from the 

interpretation of th e di scourse practi ce . .. to description of the text, to interpretation of both of 

these in the light of the social practice in which the di scoursc is embcdded" (p. 23 1). To be 
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specific, the anal ysis of online media users' reaclive lext for Ihi s sttidy is carri ed out as lisled 

below. 

The first level of anal ysis is di scursive practice anal ysis. Tb is level of analysis focuses on the 

contex t of Ihe producti on and consumption of the reactive tex ts on Betty for her sexua l at the 

rea l ity televis ion shows. The emphasis is on how some aspects of the conversation 

pa rt icipants-gender, roles on stage, and positions in real lifc- affect in terpretati ons of lhe 

texts. Analysis at th is level is ofa relative ly holi stic grasp of the discourses. 

Concerning tex ttIa I ana lysis, Fairclough ( 1992) proposed a range of aspects to look at for th e 

analysis of specifi c tex ts, whi ch in clud e: interacti ona l con trol-the relationship belween 

speakers, such as the question of who sets the conversational agenda; ethos- how identiti es are 

constructed through words; poli teness st rateg ies; metaphors; word meaning; wording; and 

grammar. By reading between Ihe lines and attend ing to detail s duri ng conversations, ana lysis 

at thi s level is made with a particular atten ti on to those textual elements to di scover underl ying 

meanings. 

The third and fina l part of the analys is is social prac ti ce analys is. According to Fai rclough 

( 1992), analysis at thi s leve l is diffi cult to be outlined into a chec kli st. As a mattcr of fac t, he 

did nol provide an analys is at thi s level cl earl y in hi s own di scourse ana lysis. The general 

objective of thi s analytic level is to specify - the nature of the social practice of which the 

discourse practice is a part, which is the basis for explaining why the discourse practi ce is as it 

is; and the effects of the di scourse pracli ce upon the social practicel (p. 237). Given 

Fairclough' s (1 992) descripti on, to analyze discourses at thi s level is to see inlhi s study, What 
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does the representa tion of Betty due to her sex ual act in reality television shows indicate about 

women's role and sta tus in the contemporary Ethiopian society? 

Ana lysis at the soc ia l level, therefore, is included in the discussion section of the thes is as part 

of a conclud ing remark on all the sampled discourses. How the reacti on and retorts on Betty 

reflect the broader social ideology concerning the role and status of women in Ethi op ia, and 

what ideologica l and po liti cal infl uences tlley might have on people's perceptions about the 

fema le gender are discussed. 
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Chapter FoUl' : Data Presentation and Discussion 

4.1. in troduction 

Th is chapter describes the analysis of data fo ll owed by a discuss ion of the research fi ndi ngs. 

The fi ndings relate to the research quest ions that guide the study. T he researcher used 

Fairclough's Criti cal Discourse Ana lys is to find out how on line med ia users have reacted to 

Betty's sexual act on Big Brother Africa Rea lity Show from fou r different onli ne med ia sites. 

The researcher has extorted a vari ety of reactions and retorts to Betty on her sex ual act on the 

reality show. In the fo llowing analysis, the researcher examines selected reactive texts. 

4.2. Backgrounds of the Data 

On June 18,201 3, an Ethiop ian gi rl by the na me Bethl ehem Abera (Betty) and Sierra Leon 's 

Bo lt engaged in "sex act" live on camera on Big Brother African reali ty TV show. The story 

started circul ating in cyberspace and thc act was the top of the story in onli ne med ia for days 

and tri ggered strong reaction from different groups. Outside the mass medi a, the issue was also 

heavil y debated on soc ial networking sites. Va ri ous online media users discussed Betty and the 

act. 

In the months since the incident, a growing number of critics have come forward to dcbate and 

plenty of reaction appeared in online media fro m every comer to her act and raised concern 

about Ethiopian women and their sexual ity. 
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The online media has since become a forum for mimy of these discussions, moreover, recently 

has faci litated a diverse and sometimes reasoned discourses on the subj ect. However, in the 

days immediately following the act, such criti cal d iscourse generated dramatic, negative 

reaction. While so me vo iced criticism and concerns about Betty and what she did in the show, 

some others put thc cu ltural mili eu to the tcst. Scholars, students, and cven religious leaders 

found out themselvcs singled ou"! for vo icing their views. 

Social media users' and bloggers set fire, including promi nent radio presenters in Betty's home 

country, Ethi op ia. face book pages li ke "Betty didn 't represent Ethiopia on Big Brother 

Africa" have sprouted, condemning Betty's very-open " hook up" on live television. In this 

paper the rescarcher exami nes a very small part of thc publ ic reacti on spccificall y thosc 

reactive texts that the researcher believed that can potentially show the big picture of our 

society and help to answer tbe research questions. 

[n the follow ing section, the rescarcber presents analysis of selected reactive texts. The ana lys is 

is divided in to three parts corresponding to the three di mensions in Fairclough 's model: tex t, 

discourse practice, and socia l practice. Under text, the researcher performs a close textual 

analysi s in which lex ica l choice, presuppositi on and transitiv ity are looked at. Under di scourse 

practice analysis) the researcher looks at the two discursive rormation found in the reactive 

texts that is conservative and radi cal discourses. Under social practice analysis, the researcher 

views women as pa rt of broad social practice. 
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4.3. CDA's Three-Stage Analytic Framework 

As already stated, the critica l discourse ana lysis of thee onl ine media users' reaction on Betty's 

sex ual act on BBA rea li ty TV sbow fo llows Fairclough 's tbree stage analytical model. As has 

also been mentioned, the analysis will start with the descri ption of the text. The resea rcher then 

move on to lhe stage of discou rse practice analysis whi ch will be followed by th e ·Iast stage 

which looks at the co nsequence oflhe text on socia l practice and structures. 

4.4. Exploring the Texture of the Reactive Texts 

The first dimension of Fairclough's framework ca lls for the analys is of the "texllire of the 

text," or in other words, its form and organi zati on at all levels. Attention to the text can shed 

light on to the way in whi ch language works to construct identi ties and soc ial relations, and 

thus the method special rel iance to analyze th e reactive texts. Specific elements of textual 

analys is that the researcher wants to di scuss here are; lex ical choice, presupposition and to lilt le 

extent, transitivity. 

4.4.1. Lex ica l C hoices 

Analyzing Icxicalization means snldying individual lex ical items and their connotations ancl 

denotations. Such analys is is significant because naming and lexical choices are value-laden 

and ideologicall y charged. Fairclough argucs that "a text's choice of wording depends on, and 

helps create, social relationships between parti cipants" ( 1999, P. 11 6). According to Huckin 

(1995, P. I 0 I), specia l attention should be given to studying words and phrases because " labels 

often carry un avoidable connotations." For Fowler, lexical choices have always been seen as 
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very crucial in ihe construct ion of meaning. They "mark off socially and ideologically distinct 

areas of experience" ( 199 1, P. 84). The idea of "marking off" indicates a categorization process 

where labelers divide the world into us and them ; we are good, th ey are bad. The analysis of 

lexical choi ces sets out how reference to partic ipants in an event can cogniti vely and socia ll y 

categorize in-group and out-group ident iti es as " the different poss ib iliti es [of naming] signify 

different assessments by the speaker/writer of hi s or her rela ti onship with the person referred to 

or spoken to, and of the forma lity or intimacy of the situation" (Fowler et aI. , 1979, P. 200) . 

Labeling is a powerfu l tool that can be used to fo regrou nd the two poles of the ideological 

square. The ana lysis of labeling examines what lex ical cho ices are used to refer to Betty and 

the effect of these cboices in terms of the theme of excl usion. The process of naming or 

referring to people can be significant in terms of in- and out-group ing. So, calling someone 

loyal and another a betrayer would necessaril y indicate that th e first is included, i.e., with us, 

and the second is excluded. Lexical choices in the present data hi ghl ight the theme of othering 

Betty; that is to say, Betty is portrayed as standing in another square from th e people and the 

society. Othering Betty is don e through excluding her on the legal, cultural and soc ial levels. 

Studying labeling is, in fact, a study of representation because objects are gIven nam es to 

identify them and the process of iden ti ficatio n is done on ideological bas is. So when we 

identify/ label social objects, we represent them from our own perspect ive. Describing a social 

actor as lega l or ill egal partly helps in the representation of the social actors as such. But the 

recurrence of the label legal or illegal, for example, w ill di scursively lead to setting up mental 

co ncepts about the labelled actor whi ch over time becomes an inalienable attribute whi ch 

ultimately becomes part of the culture and common sense knowledge. 
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In this section, laoels which refer to Betty will be examined to see whether they contri bute to 

excluding Betty and if so, how. Accord ing to Fairclough, there are two aspects of 

representat ion: "The first has to do with the s tructu ring of propositions, [and] the second wi th 

thc combinatio n and sequencing of propositions" ( 1995b, P. 104). Thus, thc choicc of words 

lIsed in nomination and characterizat ion of socia l actors are of particu lar significance in 

analyzin g the positive self-presentation and negativc other-presentation integra l to the 

'ideological square'. 

Tn thi s section , the analysis exam ines the soc ial denotation , positive or negative, of the lexica l 

items that arc used to describe Betty and her act. It is found that all references to Bctty in the 

react ive texts are of a negative type. 

The lex ica l references that referred to Betty in the com ments of online media users' can bc 

grouped into three main categories. Thc fi rst group establ ishes a strong con ncct ion between the 

Betty's sexual act and Ethiopian cu lture and soc ial va lues. Depicting her as "disgrace to 

humanity". She is represented as "prostitute", and who plan to ruin the va lues and norms of the 

society, and want to fail the social order of the nati on to serve her own agenda and objective. 

The reactant accused her as th e one who cast doubt on the society's reputati on and described 

Betty as she wants to di stort the nati onal image. 

The second group of lexical references denies Betty's legitimacy. Some online media users 

described Betty as not a member of Ethiopian society. The labels " ill ega l", " ill egi timate", 

"unrecognized" and "she doesn't represent us" arc reiterated throughout the data to negativel y 

modi fy Betty. 
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The third label that is used to fo ster Betty as "other" and "deviant". The idea of othering is very 

relevant to the discussion of exclusion . Bowness (20 12), asserts that, ' Othering' is di scursive. 

It is a representation of so meone or some group to be interpreted by other people, and 

construction of that person or group as problematicall y different. Individuals are outward ly cast 

into a deviant stereotypc based on so me cas ily access ibl e characteri sti c that fi ts wit hin an 

ideo logical conception of the social order. The ' Ot hcr ' is someonc to fear, be wary of, or at th e 

very least to suspend trust in. But more than just being the product of ideo logica l 

understandings and stereotypical formations, 'Othcring' serves a unique purpose in social 

stmggle: 'Othering' acts as a rational e on which power relations rest, justifying power 

imbalances and cementing members of Ihe dominant group to mainta in their position in a 

socia l hi erarchy (Hall , 1997b, c ited in Bowness, 20 12). Sexua l and gender discrimination, 

therefore, are social problems that deri ve from dOillinant worldviews that deem parti cular 

subordinated group members as 'Oth er. ' 

The di scursive structures and strategies invo lved in thi s ideologically based description of the 

'Others' in cl ud e: 

Negative lexicalization : The selection of (strongly) negative words to descri be the act ions of 

the Other (Betty): shameful , di shonored, immoral, disgrace humanity, prostitute, an ti -

Ethiopian, whore, slut, etc. The ex tract below exemplify this: 

Betty, what you did was really shamejid. YOII dishonored the proud people of Ethiopia 
(A nonymolls .lillie 30.2013 at 5::!O PM). 

YOll are prostitute do 110t came back to Ethiopia (I'm'ed JUIlt' ~IJ. 21i 13 ([/ I::'IJ PAt) 

Shame 011 YOII Belly, YOII lVorthless whore (Ano nymous SCfJwlI1i>er 8, 2013 lit -I: YO PM) 
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Negative comparison: To emphasize the bad qua li ties of the 'Other' by comparin g the target 

person or out-group with a generally recognized Bad person or out-group. Online media users' 

comparison of Betty with "prostitute" "whore" is a well -known exampl e. Thus, the sexual act 

o f Betty may be rhetorically enhanccd by comparing her to the "prosti tute" that is abominable 

cultura ll y and rcsult anathema from religion. 

Genera l_ization: Generalizing from one person or a small group to a larger group or category. 

Acco rding to many reactant, Betty's act is not only th e feature of Betty, but are more generall y 

attributcd to (a few) unidentifi ed women , and hencc to any woman. Given Ethiopian history, 

subsequent users in on line media reacted against the inherent culture and va lues of the soc iety 

in which Betty were caught by camera having sex . However, much of the reactive texts wh ich 

appeared in online med ia not only moralize against Betty and her act, but also cri ticized 

Ethiopian women in general. The comments below show thi s: 

Betty is a delusiollal whore; Ethiopian women are generally like her (Allonymous .I1!11 

If), YO/J (lf 2:20 AM). 

Ethiopian women are shameless bitches, if dOli 't believe it, go to allY big city in the 

Middle East, they sell th eir body fo r 1I10ll ey (Tem ll Septollher 1 II, 2013 at 3: 511 I'M). 

There are mOllY millions women doillg the same ill cauntl y side, it becomes the culture 

oJthis generatioll (Anonymol/., Al/glIsrl(), :'013 £II 6:2f) PM). 
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There are much more Ethiopiall WOlliell like Belly. Nowadays it is like Gil ethos in this 

new generation, sit e is demons/rating this clfllllre (Anonymous .. lugllsl 17. ]013 at 2:::0 

General ly, togeth er, these d iscourses of onl ine media had the effect of ' Othering ' Betty, 

blaming her for her own hardships w ithout the acknow ledgement of the historical and system ic 

oppress ion she faced. Moreover, the frequent reference to 'culture and identity' in th e 

comments provided a rhetorical dev ice for sil encing the standpo int of those who have 

supported Betty, whi le s imultaneously definin g " real ity" from a patriarchal pos ition. The 

researcher also found evidence of an oppositi onal di scourse, which worked to challenge and 

counter processes of sex ist ideology and patriarch alisll1 ; however, this di scourse was the less 

dominant vo ice in the foru ms. 

To conclude, the analysis in this section has showil thallhc negati ve image orEctly is actively 

at work on the Icx ical level. Thc anal ys is o f lex ica l cho ices also show that exclus ion IS a 

constant stra tegy towards Betty. The ncx t scction di scusses prcsuppos iti on as anoth cr too l 

through which exc luding Bctty is carried out. 

4.4.2. Presupposition 

The nex t section discusses presuppositi on as another too l th rough whi ch excludin g Betty is 

carri ed out. Presupposit ion or p resupposed proposit ions are implicit and taken for g ranted 

meani ngs or assumption. Presuppos it ions are what underl ie the meaning of the text without 

having to be explicitly stated. A ll forms of communication are dependent on some sort of 
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shared , common meanin g. However, presu'ppositions can be manipulative and can have effects 

011 power relations when what is assumed has fun ction of "commonsense in the service of 

power" (Fairclough, 1989, P. 107). 

The analysis revealed exampl es of presuppositi on that stress the theme of exclusion. It is found 

that the main function of presupposition in the data is negatively delineating women. In the 

comments below, the reactant lists a number of accusat ions against Betty. 

She is a disgrace ta the prolld people o/Ethiopia (AnoI1YIll(}u.~ July I, :lOIS ul 7:2r) I'M). 

Belly you ashall7ed our respected society (A II onymous JUlie 21. 7013 at 8:20 Pi/). 

Belty, YOLi disregarded the Ethiopian people alld its culture (Lellllll(l Seplemher J Ii, :;013 (II 

1:20,1M). 

J lIever seen a girl so shameless like Betly. She dishonored liS and our nation (Anonymous 

Allgu.,! .!(), :!013 (11-1·13 1'.\4). 

Acco rding to the above reactants presuppos ition; Bctty is an Ethiopian woman di shonored hcr 

nation. Hcr scxual act in front of the camcra is cneoded as dishonoring thc country. The posters 

prediction by the tcxt "di shonor" Betty is because of thc cOlllcxtual paradigms that they already 

have. They o·y to proof tbeir reader that Belly is a shameful woman by giving from th c 

ord in ary Ethiopian 's li ves. As shown from the commelll (5), the writers claim that Betty is the 

first woman who came out in front of the camera and was seen while having sex. 
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These accusations presupp·ose the fo ll owing: Ethi opia has good reputation but Betty dishonored 

the nation and the country's good image globally. Tn terms of the ideologica l square, th ese 

presuppos itions ·position Betty on the other side of the soc iety: she destroyed the social fabric, 

blackmailed the image of the country and the nation. 

The ana lysis of presuppos ition has val idated the resu lts of previous ana lyses in that othering 

and excluding Betty is a main theme of on line media users' reaction. 1n addition, 

presupposi tion is used to sustain and legitimize the current social order and, hence cla im any 

opposition to thi s social order as ill egitimate and deviation. 

4.4,3, T.-ansitivity 

It is also important to look how online media reactants constructed Betty, through transitivity 

and the use of certain verb forms to portray Betty and her sexual act. What the researcher want 

to bring to attent ion here is how Betty 's act is depicted through the kinds of verb fo rms that are 

used. It is here also important to look at transit ivity, that is how act ion is described - "who does 

what to whom". Transitiv ity is an important tool in ana lyzing how inequalities and power 

relations can be concealed. Thc analys is of transit ivity patterns in the data of online mcdia 

users' reaction on Betty's sexual act revealed the predominance of material processes, 

seconded by the verbal processes. The analys is has also shown that all the material processes 

are related to "dishonor", "shamefu l", "prostitute", "whore" and "Bitch" which negatively 

marked Belly and helped to deve lop an atmosphere of apprehension and exclusion. 
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The analysis of how Betty is represented according to the transitivity system in the react ive 

texts un derl ines Betty with a negative image of an exclusionary nature . Betty is: 

• Associated with prostitute; 

• Dishonoring the society; 

• A typical w hore 

• A di sgrace to th e proud people of Ethiopi a 

This image goes in line with the socia l practices in whi ch Betty has been negatively 

represen ted. 

4 .5.Discoursc as DiscUl"sive practice 

Discourse as di scurs ive practice considers the processes of production, di stribution and 

consumption as set out in Discourse and Social Change (Fai rclough, 1992). This level, like the 

Discourse as Social practice section to follow, is co nsidered more interpretative than the text 

analys is process undertaken above (Fai rclough, 1992). 

The issue of Betty's sexual act is presented through the kn itting together of a variety of 

di ffe ren t discourses. First, there is a cultural di scou rse that v iew wo men sexua lity issue through 

its emphasis on reproduction. There is a lso a right and entitl ement discourse that represent 

sex uality as a right not onl y fo r men but al so for women. We also fin d a neo liberal discourse 

whi ch redefin es wOlllen sex uality as primaril y an issue of freedom and personal right and 

choice. Finally, there is patriarchal discourse that see and represent women sexuali ty as a threat 

for social fabric and for future generati on. 
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Having said all this, the aspect of discourse practi ce that the researcher sought to capture in Ihe 

reac ti ve text was the division between posters who either drew on other comments to promote 

the status quo (conservati ve di scourse) or to call fo r socia l change in th eir interaction with 

other posters (radical discourse). Thcsc cling togcther interd iscurs ivcly to fo rm discurs ive 

formations. 

So, in thi s case, comments constructing Betty were generall y split into those that defend th e 

culture and values of th e society / crimi nal ized and denounced Betty, and those who were 

cri tical of the ex isting soc ial ordcr and critic izing the cultural mili eu/ support ing Belly. These 

t'lvo competing clusters of comments were conceptualized in terms of conservative and rad ica l 

di scursive formations, respective ly. The conservative discursive formation had several features 

to it, inc luding defense of the culture, cri min ali za ti on of Betty and denouncing her sexual act, 

denial of who supporting Betty, and responsibi lization of the CUlTent fami ly order and child 

upbringing. The radical discursive fonTIation tend to place its criticism and blame against the 

patriarchal soc ial order, conservative culture, and socio - po li tical setting. 

4.5.1. The Charge of Betty and the sexual act 

Most of th e cOlllments responding to the case were criti cal of Betty ac ti ons. These comments 

tended to fau lt Betty fo r misconduct. The cOlllment below condemn th e actions of the in volved 

woman and claim w hat she did was against the cu lture : 

Betty. il is shallle 0 11 you. It is really a disgusting activity you did. YOli disregard 'he 

Ethiopiall cliiture and its people (Me/at Dechassa.lllll~ / 1.20/3 III 5:05 PM IDire Tllhe)1 
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11 's an embarrassment for Ethiopia so out of cullure 170 way this lady represellt the big 

natioll Ethiopia (Biruk.Julle 7, 2013 at 12:29 pili (Addisze!ell .colII)). 

It is not the cullure of the greet Ethiopian People (Birhallll./uh· 10. 21J!3 ,It 5. en·Of!. 

Its shallle to us Ethiopian because it's not our norm l (WilltallaJi!l/c 10, 2!J13 at 3'.13 I'Mi 

Posters who criticized Betty were in clined to place most of the respons ibi li ty and blame on the 

individual Betty who were caughl on camera whi le having sex ual act, as is the case with the 

prev ious post. Here the most co mmon approach taken by posters was to place fault on Betty 

herself, but some reactant went fu rther to associate the act the attri bute of women in general. 

Given Ethiopian his tory, subsequent users in online media reacted against the in herent cul ture 

and values of the soc iety in w hich Betty were caught by camera hav ing sex. However much of 

the reacti ve texts wh ich appeared in onl ine media not on ly morali ze against B etty and her act, 

but also cri tic ized womcn in gencral. 

There are many milliull Ethiopians doing the same ill cour//,), s ide. II becomes the cli/Iure 

of the recellt generation (Dalliellulle 8, ;013 at 1(1:01 PM; 

There are nll/ch more such Ethiopiolls, why you thillk her case is crilical? Nowadays it is 

like a clI/ture in the new generatioll, she is demons /rating the culture (A nOIl)'1II()1I,.,' JWk' 21. 

2013 "tl;O PM). 

What Ethiopiall women deserve is to be treated like a shit as they are. J ([Ill serious J /00 

don't want Ethiopian 'womell . IF (( donkey comes 1-vi!" money (111 Ethiopian 'women \ViII 
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spread her legs. GlIys\wlke up this is a f act, they dOIl 't desel1'e respect ( A /I()/lY III OIlS .lull' 

2-1. JII13 ar 1:20 l'i1). 

1 1hink Belly des truyed Durfee/iugs/or 01.1 1' own women. The blame also goes /0 the many 

Ethiopiall WOl/l e n )-"'/10 com e (J ut 10 defend her. by de/eliding her & sholl'ing open suppar/ 

they associa ted themselves with her which is a disservice In tlt eir own image. 1 think 

womell Sllpportillg her led to the gelleralization of Ethiopiall womell (Jackll/n~ 2Y, 2013 "~t 

1:20 PH). 

As it has been seen in the above cOJllment s, whil e denunciation and bl ame were prevalent in 

the comments, thi s was generall y constructed as not on ly a prob lem of individual Betty but as a 

general attribute of women in general. Less comm on in the forums were comments that 

in tentionally broadened the analysis to the social level , generalizing charges beyond th e 

individual Betty involved, to women as a whole and to those who show support to Betty. 

4.5.2. The Criminalization of the sexual act 

The majority of the comments that constructed the sexual act through a crim ina li zing lens. By 

engaging in the crimillaii zation of Belty, posters construct a binary divi sion between the ' good' 

woman and th e ' bad woman' who pose a threat to society. 

There Me 2 kil/ds of girls ill Ihis world. A good girl & a hoe. A good girl is da I fhat 

plavs hard to get. She is fi l/der's keeper. She is da olle 1/ many. She is ),our baby's 

mama. A IlOe is do I that gives il lip easily. She is ollly good for sex. Betty is that hoe 

(lsrael AyalelVJlllle 1" 2013 <111:30 .'IM). 
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We Ethiopian grow with cllltllre, believes, with respecting 'oj societal vailles, social 

norms. Moreover with grow with honesty, brave, )), by 110 means will she not represent 

Ethiopians. We are different, we dOll't have such girl in aliI' society (Anollymolls J/IIlt! 

13. }013 at 2:3·' AM). 

Criminalizing di scourses constructed Betty as a potential threat to society. These comments 

denounce Betty' s actions and placed a division between 'Us,' the culture abiding, good citizens 

and ' Them,' the dangerous and deviant. The above post encapsulates this sentiment. These 

posts all work to 'Other' Belly from members of the society, to label women as potentially 

dangerous. 

Generally, the conservative wings beli eve that Betty's sex ual act causes harm to people, or that 

it is a dev iation from what they believe to be socia ll y no rmal, then they judged it as morall y 

wrong. Some comments even go as far comparing Betty to prost itu le. 

She is a typical whore. She never represen/ an Elhiopian. 1 know her ... she IIsed 10 be 

bilch around Concord. Now she got a chance .... She sold her pussyforfree! Shame 

jar you bitch (TerefeJlllv ~(). 2013 lit 8:34 1'MI. 

You are proslitule Ishele lIeshil! How much he paid 10 YOIl for sex? Don 'l 111m 10 

Ethiopia! (Alemayehu June 18, 2013 0111: 12 am). 

Others claim what Betty d id in Big Brother Africa isn ' t Ethiopi an - li ke or it runs contrary to 

who we are as people and accuse her for bringing shame to Ethi opians image and reputation. 
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Oh: Betty Shame all YOII shame 0'" YOII made !IS 0111' head down hecollse of )'0111' 

imllloral alld shamefid acl. YOli blackmail 0111' image lIaliollally alld ill iemalionally. 

Really YOII are 1101 represelllillg Elhiopiall, YOll brollghl shallle 10 your Ethiopiall 

boyfi'ielld. YOllr mOlher and falher. brolhers and sislers, shame on )'ou. Please do 

no! come to Ollr holy cOlll111y (0 poison our pure culture (A llouymous .lillie 10, 2{J 13 

ILl5:IDAM). 

As we real ized from the above post, reactants were particu larly concerned about their 

demolished reputat ion, and how the case had cast dark shadows over family life and the entire 

nation of Ethiopia, They wrote with contempt about the accuser and raised co nservative 

concern about how Betty and what she did in sh(nv bring shame 011 en lire nation of Ethi opian. 

The comments below show th is 

She has mined Ihe repuralion (jf apparelllly innocelll alld noble IWlioll (A rallgoJune I fI, 

l()13 al 5.36 pili). 

Besides thi s some fund amentalist reactant proclaimed death threat to Betty if she cou ld come 

back and these groups fo rced her not to come back home. 

Do nol come back Elhiopia, if yo II IIY, YOll will lose YOllr life. People are al al1ger 

upon you (A nonym ous .11111" Y, }O 13 ul 8: 16 AM). 

Don 'I come to Ethiopia. Hallg ),ollrsel((A non),lIIolls .full' I 1,2013,11 1:33 PM). 

We will splash acid 0 11 Ihe f ace of Belty if she come il1 allY area Elhiopians live. We 

don 'I want you we have informed YOll Betty never Ihink 10 come back home. No lrailor 

and bitch can live here (A ddiSll Abehe Sepkll/her n. 20 I 3 (l{ S' I 3 AM). 
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4.5.3. Defendin g Betty - tt;e Denial of culture 

Although less common in the fOlUms, the posters defended Betty and the act using a number of 

different arguments, among the most notable of these discourses was a denial the culture in 

interpreting the inci dent. 

Tbese posts counter charges against Betty, claiming that her sexual act, although not socially 

acceptable, it is her persona l choice. The first cla ims that, so whal she can do whalever she feel 

like with her body. ESII June 8, lOl3 a18:47 pm, the second poster also supports this notion. 

To Ihose who are calling her bitch, slut, get a life seriously. Sex is a taboo and 

something 10 be shy about it. Having a safe sex willingly alld wilh protection doesll'l 

makeyou slut. She is all adull and as an adult she hasfull right to do what she pleases. 

Andlor 'hose who is claiming she shamed the COl/Jltly, tel/me one ,"illg YOII have dOlle 

that has brought a great honormy. Yes ... absolulely lIolhing excepl sil aroulld andjudge 

people. If the guy did the same Ihing, I alii sure it would not be this big of a deal. Get 

over, you are nobody and have no right to judge (111(/ acclaill1 someone shamed coulllly. 

19norallt- is ",hat this is (Hu manity June 8. 2013 at 9:32 pm). 

Chargcs of against our culture were the most prevalent among the criti cisms of Betty. The 

notion of 'cu lture ' appeared severa l tim es in th e forums. The fol low ing arc some exampl es of 

how the posters framed the incident in terms of cu lture: 

Why u so velY angry al her? You 'hink she hUlI/iliated your culture. Your culture 

conventionally says have a sex behilld doors alld in a dark place, U guys love to do iI, 
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I bllt when you see il alld hear il explicilfy you hale it lik'e Ihe 1I10Si evil s ill. II is her 

personal decision. Why you insulted her while she haven't made any slight harm 011 

you. They both like each other. So let her cOl1lrol her live! (AI/ol/Ylllous S<'I'I<'III/Jcr J, 

:CO!3 al 3:53 ,1\.1). 

4.6.DiscoUl'se As Social Practice Analysis 

I will now turn to the third stage of analys is wh ich is concerned with the level of the social 

practice which means looking at the potential social and politi ca l consequence and implication 

of people's rcaction. To full y un dersta nd the consequencc and implications of the reactive 

texts, we nced to map out th e wider social and cu ltural rclat ions and structurc that Bctty and 

her sexual act emerged. 

Women are accepted as ' honor ' of their men and the nati on at large, As noted in Yuval-Davi s 

( 1997), in add ition to their role as biological producers of the nation, women are also typicall y 

viewed as a cu ltura l produces of th e nati on. Acco l'ding to thi s vicw, women co ntribute to the 

cultural reproducti on of th e nation in two di stinct ways. First, women are traditionally 

responsible for teaching their roles as mothcr and care g ivcrs, women have th e power to eith er 

reinscribe or transform national ideologies. Second, womcn exist as the symbol ic boundary 

markers of the nation through "proper" clothing and "proper" behav ior, women embody and 

perform the co ll ective understanding of national gender identiti es (Yuva l-Davis, 1997, p. 46). 

When women transgress their traditional position within th e nation, th ey are often ostracized 

by the nation, or in extreme circulllstances eliminated from th e nali on. 

85 



As noted in Gill (2009), the problem is further compounded by the fact that the women 

themselves often do not recognize that they are victi ms of gender-based violence, but interpret 

th eir treatm ent as an intrinsic part ofthcir culture. Typi cal ly, a woman who lives in an 'hollor' ­

based soc iety learns either that she is not rega rdcd as a human being, or that she is not equal to 

her mal e counterparts. The soc iali zation of young women in stich societies revolves around 

notions of family ' honor ' and cultural norms which become so deeply internal ized that women 

often find it difficu lt to break away fro m these va lues. As a result of thi s socialization , many 

women feel that they are to blame for the emotional and phys ica l abuse they suffer, and so 

become complicit in their own subjugation. 

Furthermore, just as thc fa mil y subsumcs a woman's identity, so it also dcfi nes her 

position in society; acquiescing to such ideologies becomes, fo r many women, their way of 

justifying their own sense of self-worth. women may be coerced into accepting societal value 

systems predicated on the notion of ' honor' and, as a consequence, become part of a system 

that guarantees them security in terms of economic benefits and soc ial sta tus. This complicity 

with patriarchal structures, along with th e historical dominance of men with in soc iety, 

legit imizes violence against women as a necessary co rrective force for sustai ning social order 

in the eyes of women, as well as men (Kandiyoti, 1988.) 

Moreover, in patri archal societies, women are invested with immense negative power, because 

any mi sbehavior on their part can bring shame and di shonor to the mal e members of an entire 

community or lineage (Kand iyoti , 1988.) Female chastity and modcsty are considered to be 

essential components of th e family's 'honor' (Dernc, 1994); this resuits in the systematic 

control of womcn 's social and sexual behavior (Ortner, 1978.) It is thercforc quite clear that the 
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notion of ' honor' is deepl y embedded in th e larger operations of patriarchy -tithin these 

communiti es. Spec ifi ca ll y, ' honor'-based vio lence is a fundamental strut of the patria rchal 

order, and violence against women is designed to control women in order to maintain the 

patriarchal status quo (Kandiyoti , 1988.) Putting asidc all cl a ims about abstract notions of 

'honor ', we can say that men vict imize and abuse women in their cOllllllun iti es en tirely in order 

to sustain ,their dominance within the social system. 

Women routi nely suffer hum il iat ion, harass ment, and even discrimination for fa iling or 

re fiJ s ing to submit the nonnative expectations of sexual ity and sex ual role. The reaction of mcn 

in response to women who cha llenged their subordinate pos it ion were mani fested eithcr 

directly, e.g., by deva luating or underrating women, or indirectly c.g., perceiving roles in 

s tereotypi cal or counter-stereotypica l terms (Herrera, Ex posito, & Moya, 20 12). The reaction 

of men have been found to be the most negative when women cha ll enged mal e authority, 

which was perceived as undermining male dominated power relat ion. 

Relations between men and women are characterized by inequa lity, wh ich is in part endorsed 

by hostile sexist ideo logy grounded on negative views of women. Moreover, benevolent 

sexism continues to perpetuate ineq uality as can be seen from th e responses and evaluations of 

men regarding women who transgress traditional ro les (Abrams, Viki , Masser, &8 ohner, 2003) 

The problems discussed above are very much prevalent in and rel evant to Ethiopi a. Ethiopia is 

a patriarchal society that keeps women in a subordinate positi on (Haregewoi n and Emebet, 

2003). In many communities of Ethiopia, ' honor' is highly va lued; it is in the conduct, actions, 

and social perfo rmances of women that fam il ies attain 'honor' and prestige . The fami ly ' honor' 

87 



must tJe preserved at all costs: fam ily interests take precedence over individual interests. As 

honor reli es on the behavior of women, sa feguardi ng the family honor ca n also be viewed as a 

means of exerc ising social control over women's bodies and behavior. Consent to the 

patriarchal norms ofrc li gion, cu lture and class is strongly encouraged, and the degree to which 

each woman conform s to the value systems embedded in these in stitutions is refl ected in the 

way she is perceived by her mari tal and blood fa mi Iy. There is a belief that women are doci le, 

submiss ive, patient, and tolerant of monoronous work and vio lence, for which cu lture is used 

as a justification (Hirut, 2004). 

The sociali zation process, which determines gender ro les, is partly responsible for thc 

subjugation of women in the count ry. Ethiopian society is socialized in such a way that gi rl s 

are he ld inferior to boys. In the process of upbringing, boys are expected to learn and become 

self-reliant, major bread wilmers, and respons ible in different activities, whi Ie girl s are brought 

up to conform, be obedient and dependent, and specialize in indoor act ivities like cooking, 

washing clothes, fetching water, caring for chi ldren, etc. (Haregewo in and Emebet, 2003; 

Himt, 2004). 

The di fferences in the ways in whi ch individual s are treated through the socia lization process, 

due main ly to the ir sex status, leads to the development of real psycho logical and personality 

differences between males and fema les (A lmaz, 199 1). For instance, as it was clearly pointed 

in Hi rut (2004). , a man is a big person who has higher social pos ition and knowledge, who can 

govern others and think in w ider perspectives; wh il e a woma n is a person who can serve a man , 

who is like the husband 's object trans ferred through marri age, and to whom he can do anyth ing 
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he wishes to do These socially ' induced differences between males and females result in 

di scriminatory rewards, statuses, opportunities and roles. 

Therefore, Policing women's bodies and sexual behavior becomes for patriarchal community, 

the means of asserting superi ority over subordinated women. Women choice and freedom are 

limited and curtailed to insure women's virtue. By elevati ng women's chastity, m3scuiinist and 

patri archal power is reinforced in the name of the greater idea of honor and national pride. 

Various online med ia users critici zed Betty because her act go against the establi shed family 

norms and cu ltures of Ethiopian soc iety and v itiate th e minds of th e younger generation. Above 

al l, fundamental ist outrage condemned the act as anti-Ethiopian and an assaull on the culture 

and hi story of Ethi opia. They even accuse Betty as she was vitiate the whole fabr ic of the 

soc iety. 

It is not difficult to imagi ne why the act provoked such strong and diverse response. According 

to many on line media llsers reactant, what Betty did in th e show was "vulgar and a distortion of 

cu lture and ethos of Ethiopia". They claim that "it goes against ollr culture," "it hurts Ollr 

religious sentiment" and so many other accusations arc circulated in th e online media forums. 

As it was seen in peoples retort, th e hegemoni c culmral roles of women affected the 

expectation of the peoples, who reacted against Betty, backgrounds on the wo men stereotypes 

and their probable perceptions about Ethiopi an women. One example was a comment on the 

posts on online media that called Bctty "shameful" and her act as "embarrass ing" and 

explained the alleged act as an outcome of "the fa iled Ethiopian new generati on". The Posts 
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and/or Comments pointed to gender double standards and claimed that wIiat Betty did was 

against the cu lture and ethos of Ethiopian soci ety and she doesn ' t represent Ethiopia. 

4.6.1. T he 'Social Practice ' and the Discou rse of women sexuality 

Here, however, J want to move beyond Betty has been represented as a deviant and a problem 

to the socia l fabri c. I want to examine how this new discourse conceals or re fl ects relati ons of 

power. 

As Doreen Massey (1994), Oldenburg (J 997; J 989), have argued , most wo men have 

traditiona ll y and hi stori call y been relegated to th e hom e, to attend to their presum ed domestic 

duties and familial obligations or related respons ibil iti es, whereas men have been expected to 

popu late and dominate the public dom ain. This patriarchal gender ideology allowed men to 

domin ate and control the public sphere (socia lly, politica ll y, and li kewise), w hil e expecting 

women to want to take control of or being co ncerned w ith th e private sphere (Fraser 2000; 

Friedan 1963; Habennas 1962) 

With social space organi zed around th ese asslImptions, "respectab le" women should onl y enter 

the public sphere (male territory) with a man as a means of maintain ing thei r morality or 

presumably preservi ng th eir respectable femin inity (Guano 2007). Otherwise th ey risk 

jeopardizi ng their respectabil ity by generating suspicions of sexual immorality, loosencss, or 

avail abi lity, such that they may bc viewcd as flawed or fai led women (Beall 1997a; ), or 

thought of as prostitutes, working girls, or streetwalkers (Dclacoste and Alexander 1998; 

Pendleton 1997). 
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The reactive tex.[s simply revealed the social pressure on women in Ethiopia. This not only 

shows how Betty was treated but also the patterns of women and their issues being treated. 

They are oppressed co nsistently to live through in everyday li fe . As it has been seen in the 

retorts and comments of on line med ia llsers, there are many problematic, stereotypic and sexist 

frames and representation of Betty by impli cation about women. Many posters didn ' t reacted in 

liberal way in representing Betty in parti cular women in general. 

ltV/lOt Ethiopian women deserve is to be treated like a sllit as they are. I am serious I loa 

don't want Ethiopian womell. (( a donkey comes 'witll money an Ethiopian women \1-'ill 

spread her legs. Guys wake lip this is afacI, they dOIl't deserve respect (A nonymolls .11111' 

:!4, 20/ 3 III I.:!O PMi. 

As clearly shown in th e above comments, reac j;mt addressed th e issue about Betty like 

ex traordinary event that it must be stood aga inst citi zens. Th e discourses on Betty ou tlin ed w ith 

patriarchal contexts, and ca lli ng people to understa nd that Betty in pa rticularwomcn in general 

are problematic. 

This must not on ly be seen as Betly's case on ly, this is a real ity of women in soc ial sphere. Tn 

Ethiopia women face many difficu lties; for instance the high pcrcentage of illiteracy, lower 

socio economic power, and the customs and trad ition s which cause economic problcms. 

Ethiopian women have many invi sible boundari es in socia l and pol itical life. The patriarchal 

hegemony, man gatekeepers and decision makers are everywhere. Since years they are 

struggling for equal rights and opportunities in daily li fe . As Si rsat (20 14), asserts whatever 
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women do for· their own, actua ll y con lTolied by patriarchy. Women sexmility or J can say that 

sex ual ity fro m men's eyes directs women about how to behave and what to believe. 

Generally, the assumptions underl yi ng the on line media reaction and retort and the way in 

which it represents male - female relationships, may fu nction both to ex press male dom inance 

and to support and strengthen it. 

Thc researchcr outlined Iwo basic th emcs in this assumptions 

I. The objectification of women - women ex ists to meet mcn's need, and arc or should be 

passlvc 

2. The subordination ofwomen's discourse - women must be s il enced. 

In general, a combination of patriarchy, conservative re li gious interpretations and cultural 

stereotyping has bui lt a very strong physiological barrier among the population regarding 

women 's choice, right, decision making and parti cipation in public sphere . An acceptance of 

the status quo and uncon sciolls fear of change have become a major challenge to be deal with. 

4.6.2. ''''omen sexuality in context: Between continuity and change 

This thesis project critically analyzes online comm ents responding to incidents that Betty was 

caught on live camera while having sex. It is 'cri ti cal' in the sense that the researcher 

interrogate the postings with the intention to understand how relations of power are produced 

and maintained . 
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, The comments w ho supported Betty and cla imed the act' as her personal choice and ri ght, can 

be understood as a renection of, and a driving force for, processes of change towards a 

traditional power relation between men and women ill Oll r society, whereas the comments of 

those who retorted agai nst Betty an d claimed the act is against the values and norms of ou r 

soc iety and harmed the entire fabri c of th e soc iety, becomes an exampl e of th e conti nued 

reproduction of traditional women sex ual ity di scourses and driving force to legitimi ze the 

existing power relation between both men and women and maintain the status quo. 

When put into a broader social contex t, the two order of discourse together indicate that thcre is 

an ongo ing struggle about how women have to behave and act, and to be understood in the 

current contemporary Ethi opia. On one sidc are forces that prcss fo r a redefi nition of thc 

gender behavior, role, status aDd respons ibili ties and other social privi leges in whi ch they can 

real ize and execute, That it is the new soc ial order, that women can attain equa lity and access, 

to a greater extent, than they have in the tradition al soc ial order. On the other side is positioned 

an old social order that main tains the boundary o f power and relation between dom inated men 

and subordinated wo men and consequently reproduces a more traditional definition of what 

wo men are and should be. 
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Chapter Five: Conclusions and Recommendations' 

5.1 Conclusion 

Tn thi s smdy, J have endeavored to show how the online media users have rcacted on 

Betty 'who was seen on live rea lity show having sex ua l act in front on camera. 1 have used 

the Fairclough' s Critica l Discourse Analysis to gain my objectives. 

The researcher has examined the comments to understand the social structure of the Ethiop ian 

cu lture. Whcrc womcn do placed for Ethiopians'. The finding asccrtained that; online media 

users partly uscd patriarcha l d isco urses on womcn and vicws of thc worl d are 

constructed by encoding particular men·made ideo logies. Thc researcher has al so 

demonstrated thaL wumen who cummit viult:nt uffences go aga inst the patriarchal defin itions of 

acceptable fema le behavior in turn become constructed as 'other'. 

FurthernlOre, it was cvident that Betty sexual act was gcncra ll y considercd to be a di shonoring 

and shameful act w ithin the acmal text of the online media users' reaction and relOrt, although 

there are some COlllments used pri mari ly neu tral language, several of the comments 

directly compared Betty's actions wit h prostitutes. 

It follows from these argumcnts that many of thc negative stercotypcs associatcd with 

Betty'S sexual act must be irrational reactions 10 the socia ll y constructed stigma attached 

to WOmen and to their sexuality. The fem in ist criti ques of nationali sm ex plain that, women 

are seen as the 'mothers' of nation where she upholds the responsibility of shame by 
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controlli ng her sexuali ty. Female sexua lity is important for'· nationali sm because it signifies 

women 's sexuali ty on ly as reproducers and under the con trol of men (Joane Nagel 1998) . 

Therefore, control ling women's sexuali ty is not onl y to deny women's acti on and perception as 

agcncy but also it become the s ignifi er of the honor of men, s ince her body is cons idered under 

the possession of men and women's sex uality is made to rencct thc honor o f men and the 

fami ly (Das 1996) . 

Hence, with the successful defining and poli cing of appropriate sex uality, th e act of 

Betty comes to be seen as inherentl y 'wrong' and ' immora l' and subsequently deviant iscd. Tn 

short, she become seen as wrong and imllloral , as well. Perhaps the most sinister deviantisation 

of Bctty takes p lace through the definiti on, intcrpretation, and applicati on of moral norms. 

These moral expectations, based large ly on a sexual doub le standard that restricts women rar 

more than it does men (Synnott, 1993). 

As a woman in the culture tradit ionall y granting access to men only, Betty was frequentl y 

faced with heavy insults and even disgust. A woman having such an act in public is a shame, 

and Betty is portrayed as a "prostitute" and "whore", she also framed as a "deviant" in the att ic 

of onl ine media . Some funda menta li st also framed as charging Betty for being an 

extraordinary example within th e soc iety. Some groups has llsed negative meanings making 

way on women to call readers to understand women as dangerous and problematic to the social 

fabr ic. 
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The ideo log ical interests behin d this degradati on are to maintain the boundary betweell male 

and fem ale spheres, to mystify the imagined essence of pa tri archy, and exclude th e threats to 

the positi ons of superi ority and power. 

Tbe reception of Betty and her act from the official critical establishment is well-illustrated by 

the labels attached to her: of a person who attacks everything that is elegant and cul tured in 

Ethiopian soc iety, because she is a type of woman who is out of her prescribed rol es. The 

mention of he r is according ly absent from the overviews of the histolY of Ethi opian 

culture and va lues. 

Tn general , there are many religious, men-ori ented and hegemon ic di scourses used on 

on line media fOlUms. Tf the women go and act agai nst their presumed role and behav ior, they 

are going to be represented and embod ied as immoral or irreligious. The fOllr online media 

sites that T have analyzed do not have an objccti ve di scourses in terms of women 

represcntation . The discuss ion concluded that: Betty, by impli cation womcn in gencra l have 

been di sc ursively and socia ll y excluded and discriminated aga inst by using sheer power, 

negati ve representation, or both. 

In Foucau ldian terms the wo man discusscd wi thin tbi s invest igat ion and peop les reaction 

demonstrated th at those who fa il to regulate th cir behavior and impose appropriate d iscipl ina ry 

practices upon th eir bodi es wi ll come under increased di scipline and control. 
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5.2 Recommendations 

Through the retri eva l of women 's experi ence and subjugated knowledge, a new knowledge of 

struggle can be brought to light and it can be hoped that women of the future may be allowed 

their own way to highl ight their experience withi n discourse. However new knowledge never 

manage to completely eradicate old ideas and it is within th is history that we can lea rn 

from our mi stakes and aim to end the muted state, whi ch women find themselves w ith in legal 

and media d iscourse. Besides, women must be made visibl e and afforded their place in society 

in order for their voice to be heard and thei r choice to be entertained. The researcher 

recommend for further research that encourage women to challenge the patriarcha l systems at 

play by challenging the power systems whi eh si lence those who seem powerless and have 

therefore earned th eir place in hi story. Therefore, in depth research on women's body and 

sexuality should be carried out to come up w ith sound impli cations. 
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Appendix 

User-Generated Comments 

I. D ani eiJune 8, 20 13 at 10:0 I PM 

There are many milli on E thiopians do ing the sam e in country side. It becomes the culture 

of the recent generat ion I She did correct. 

2. Anonymous June 2 1,201 3 a t I :20 PM 

There are Illllch morc slich Ethiop ians, why you think her case is criti cal? Nowadays it is 

like a cul ture in the new generation, she is demonstrating the culture. To me she is correct! 

3. Anonymous June 29, 2013 at I :20 PM 

T can't walk Ethi op ian women on my side with pride as my GF or wife. Because she is 

cheap anyone can pump her. 

4 . JaekJune 29,2013 at I :20 PM 

T think Betty destr oyed our feelings for our own women. The bl ame al so goes to th e many 

Ethi opi an women who come out to defend her, by defendi ng her & show ing open support 

they associated themse lves w ith her which is a d isservice to their own image. I think 

women supporting her led to the generali zation o f Ethiopi an women. SAD! 
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5. Anonymous June 23, 201 3 at I :20 PM 

Beli eve me or not guys, something is go ing wrong, 1 have been followin g all this story even 

before it went bad but now it is s lowly changing my attitude about my fe llow country 

women, I just feel like they are like Betty, guys this have to stop. ) don't want to hatc 

Ethiopi an wo men because of Betty. The more J watch video & read comments the more I 

di s·like my co untry women. 

6. Anonymous July 24, 20 13 at I :20 PM 

What Ethi opi an women deserve is to be treated like a shit as they are. I am serious I too 

don't \vant Ethiopi an women. Tf a donkey comes with money 3n Ethiopian women w ill 

spread her legs. Guys wak e up thi s is a fac t, they don't deserve respect. 

BrueeJune 10,20 13 at I :20 PM 

Betty is a delus ional whore. Ethi opian women are generall y like that. My advice to 

Ethiopian guys is do not many habesha g irl s 

7. Anonymous September l a, 2013 at I :20 PM 

Do not marry habesha girl s. They were born prostitutes 

8. Anonymous Jul y 23,201 3 at I :20 PM 

The tl1lth is Ethiopian wom en are shameless bitches, if you don't beli eve it go to any big 

city in the midd le east, they se ll all their holes whoever comes to fuck them. Thanks God 
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my mom and ·sisters are not Ethiopian. E thi opi an women should not · be all owed to 

participate in BBA, they are teaching bad culture to African 's. 

9. Anonymous June 16,201 3 at 4:57 AM 

Get a life and leave her alone. 

10. Anonymous Jul y 3, 20 13 at 5:39 PM 

Let Betty does w hatever she wants 

II. El shaday G June 12,2013 at 1:46 AM 

What is new here? U did not know thi s or do not heard about? P lease let her enjoy. There 

bitches in Addis 00 street sex working and in a ll north Ethiopian towns and cities too . N o 

difrerence, sex is sex caught on camera o r seen on bare eye or hidden. I reel most 

Ethiopians are still in the 14th century. Wake up gnys. 

12. Anonymous June 9, 201 3 at 4:52 AM 

So what she can do w hatever she feels li ke wi th her body? 

13. Ye Mi chaeIJune 12,20 13 at 9:45 AM 

To those who are call ing her bitch, slut, etc ... Get a li fe seriously. Th is is why in Ethi op ia 

HI V is increasing tremendous ly. Sex is a taboo and something to be shy about it. Having a 

safe sex wi lling ly and wi th protection doesn ' t make you slut. She is an adu lt and as an adul t 

she has fiJ I I ri ght to do what she pleases. And for those who is c laim ing she shamed the 
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country, tell me one thing you have done that has brought a great honorary. 

Yes ... absolutely nothing except sit around and judge people. Tf th e guy did the sa me thing, 

T am sure it would not be thi s bi g of a deal. Get over your body and have no right to judge 

and acclaim someone shamed counlry. 

14. Tigist kefeyalwlune 9, 2013 at 8:46 AM 

She has the right to love and s leep with anyone she likes. Ethiopian culture is the dead 

culture and we need Ollr freedom. Even Ollr poverty is taking us backwards. Leave us alone . 

15. Anonymous June 10,20 13 at 8:27 AM 

Why u so very angry a t her? You think she hum ili ated your cu lture. Your cul ture 

cOllvt:ntionally says have a sex behind doors and in a dark place. U guys love to do it, but 

when you see it and hear it ex pli c itl y you hate it like the most ev il sill. It is her personal 

decis ion. Why you insulted her wh ile she haven't made any sl ight harm on you. They both 

like cach other. So let her control her li ve! 

16. Anonymous June 9,20 13 at 3:00 AM 

Just leave her alone she can do whatever shc want to do. 

17. IohannesJun e 18,201 3 at I :42 PM 

She has a ri ght to parti cipate in this reality show. Why we bother abou t her sexual act she 

represents herself we have a culture to test new thi ngs. She did that what is wrong with her. 
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How many of we are participating in immoral sex ac t. Tndividuals cannot represent the' 

whole c iti zen .don ' t worry Betty go you r life all your foot 

18. Anonymous June 18, 20 13 at 2:42 PM 

You don ' t have the ri ght to j udge her am pretty sure she is aware of wha t she has done. So 

that clearly makes it none of your business !!! At this kind of times i hate that am from the 

same race as you people. Ass whole 

19. Anonymous September 18,2013 at I :42 PM 

Don't b lame her, be wise people, open your mind she can do what she want. 

20. TG June 9, 2011 at 7:39 PM 

She got the ri ght to do anything please think tw ice before you judge one ... shame on you 

not her 

2 1. Kidus Jul y8 , 201 3 at 5: 14 AM 

She represents a nati on call ed Ethiop ia. Then, I hope she knows the di ffe rence between 

shameless and decent acts according to the E thi opian culture. W hen we say we despise 

th eft, it does not mean th ere are no thi eves in Ethiopia. In the same manner when we say 

despise open sex it does not mean there are no immoral sexual practi ces in Ethiopia. 

Culture is not about the act of indi viduals rather it is about va lues & beli efs of the people. I 

think she broke th ese values and rul es; that could be her mi stake. 

11 7 



22. BelievenieJune 10, 20 13 at 4 :34 AM 

She is a disgrace to the proud peopl e of Ethiopi a. 

23. TerefeJu ly 20, 2013 at 8:34 PM 

She is a typical whore. She never represent an Ethiopian. 1 kJ10W her . . she used to be bitch 

around Concord . Now she got a ch ance ... She sold her pussy for free! S hame for you 

bitch. 

24 . Anonymous Junc 13,2013 at2:34 AM 

We Ethiopian grow with culture, bel ieves, with respecting of societal values, socia l norms. 

Moreover with grow with honesty, bravery, by no means will she not represent Eth iopians. 

We are different; we don't have such girl in our society. 

25. Anonymous June 10,201 3 at 6:26 AM 

You are prostitute don' t turn to Ethiopia! 

26. Anonymous June 9, 20 13 at 6: lOAM 

YOU are no more ETHIOPIAN. P lease don' t come back. 

27. BirhanuJu ly 10,20 13 at 5:26 AM 

It is not the culture of the greet Ethiop ian People. 
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28. Addisll AbebeSeptember 6, 201 3 at 8: 13 AM 

We will spl ash acid on the face of Betty if she come in any area Ethi opians live. We don't 

wan! her; we have in formed you Bett y never think you can jo in th e Ethi opian comm unity 

in South Afri ca, before you sort out your problem w ith Ethi op ians back home. No tra itor 

and bitch can li ve here. Never 11 0 t never. We can do anything we wa nt in SA inc luding 

shoo! you in between your eycs, JDJ OT BJTCH. 

29. Anonymous Jllnc 18,20 13 a! 3:26 AM 

We Ethiopians in South Africa will not a ll ow this Bitch to move around in thi s Holy land 

of Mandela easil y. As fa r as Sou th Africa is concerncd she ca n't escape the mi ght of the 

Ethiopian hand. We are everywhere in Sou th Africa, no BBA no DSTV can hi de thc stinky 

B itch. 

30. Anonymous June 10,2013 at 9:00 AM 

Ifwc fin d Bctty in the Eth iopian commun ity in South Africa wc w il l slaughtcr hcr. 

3 1. Aman uel Ha il eJu ne 10, 20 13 at9:55 AM 

We have warn ed you. Do n' t comc to the Ethiop ian commu ni ty in any city of South Africa. 

32. Anonymous June 12,2013 at 9: 56 AM 

Shame on you worthless bitch 
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33. Fireyhun June 10, 2013 at '5:44 PM 

J don't want to see her again and don't also wan t her to visit us, we are deeply ashamed !!! 

34. Israel AyalewJune 11,2013 at 1:30 AM 

There are 2 kinds of g irl s in this world . A good girl & a hoc. A good girl is da I th at plays 

hard to get. She is fin der's keeper. She is da one u many. She is your baby's mama. A hoe 

is da 1 that gives it up eas il y. She is only good for sex. Betty is that hoc. 

35 . So lomon bayuJune 11 ,2013 at S:02 AM 

011.. .... . how Menelik (emperor of Ethiopia) wou ld feel if he crawl ed out of his grave j ust 

for a minute and w itnessed this?? 

36. Gerba DerejeJune IS, 20 13 at 9:41 AM 

I just want to see the bitch get bit up to death, whi ch mi ght heal the scar just a bit! 

37. Anonymous Jun e 10,20 13 at 2:33 PM 

She is no more our sister. Thi s faceless bitch should stay where ever she is now. We ca n' t 

allow her here in Eth iopia to spoil our children. 

3S. Anonymous Jul y 11,2013 at I :33 PM 

Don't come to Ethiopia. Hang yourself 
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39. WintanaJune 10,2013 at 3:33 PM 

Its shame to us Ethiopian because it's not ou r norm ! 

40. Anonymous June 10, 2013 at 2:43 PM 

What a shamenll girl!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

41. Anonymous June 28, 2013 at 4:33 PM 

Betty can't reprcsent Ethiopians b/c her activ ity's shamc. 

42. Mclat DcchassaJune 11 ,2013 at 5:05 PM 

Betty, it is shame on you. It is really a disgusting act ivity you did. You di sregard the 

Ethiopian cu lture and its people 

43. Lidya AbrahamJune 18, 2013 at 8:32 AM 

We Ethiop ians never eyer have such a shamc full Hi story. And J think Betty is not 

represent hcr mother land of Ethiopia. What kincl of patriotic cven t is this? Natio nal pridc 

for ce lebrity, for sex, fo r money .... I clo not think so. She is must be sex worker. 

44. Anonymous June 17,20 13 at 1:42 AM 

She is disgrace not only to Ethiopians but also to the contin ent. 
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45. Zinabu HagosJuly 26, 2013 at 2:09 AM 

We ashamed of you Betty. It was not good to have sex at [hat moment because there is 

enough more pl ace and time out of th at. S top saying 'i am Eth iopian '.because you do not 

represent us. 

46. Anonymous July 18, 201 3 at 1:22 PM 

You brought shame to you r Ethiopian boyfri end, your mother fat her, brothers and siSler 's 

shame on you. Pl ease do not come to our holy country to poison our pure culture. 

47. Anonymous June 9, 20 13 at 8:31 AM 

She is stupid slut. She never reflects to Ethi opian norm. Shame on you. 

4 8. Anonymous June 18,20 13 at 2:42 PM 

Only a stupid mind which is inconsiderate of hi s famil y and country can do thi s. There will 

be a huge mountai n to climb for you "the social sti gma". 

49. Anonymous July 3, 20 13 at 5:39 PM 

Your act is not concern to us blc we are Eth iop ian. You are shamed gi rl. Please don't make 

Oll!' flag dirty since you are dirty 
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50. E lshaday G June 12, 20 13 at 1:46 AM 

It is unbelievable. Because we are Ethi opian. We have a beautifu l culture, but Belty 

d ism issed thi s. She does not represent our big Ethiopi a. 

5 1. Anonymous June 15,201 3 at4:35 PM 

Woo I am so sorry it is great shame for Eth iopian b/se we have no dirty thi ng like th is ! 

52. Anonymous June 9, 20 13 at 8: 16 AM 

Do not come back Ethi opia, if you try, you w ill lose your li fe. People are at anger upon 

you. 

53. Anonymous Ju ne 11, 201 3 at 2:50 AM 

It is horror to look to such digni ty reducing activities in our respected culturc in our age. 

Pl ease let us respect our enti ty and our fathers' scarifi cation in a ll di mens ions (moral ly, 

sovereignty, uni ty, hU111an dignity, respecting our self and otbers and good cultures). 

54. j-iamack Negashlu ly 1, 20 13 at 7:38 AM 

She is a w ild girl , w ho does not give a damn eilher for the reputat ion of herself being a 

matured and responsible person . 
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55. Anonymous June 11 ,2013 at 8:37 AM ' 

I don't think anybody should be giving a damn about her doing what she did. It 's her li fe 

. and whatever she did mi ght make her proud or make her to never want to see the daylight. 

But it 's her business entirely. 

56. Anonymous June 16,2013 at 6:53 AM 

Betty is an output of the current trend in Ethi opia whi ch glorify love for money above any 

other thi ng. The growing corruption, fraud, hatred, etc. in E thi opia also represen t the same 

trend. Poor Betly is a victim of Ollr deteri orat ing national values. 1 argue, if an Ethiopian 

Athl ete going elsewhere and competing on hi s/her own is to represent the country, Betty 

also does. Let's di scuss how we can overcome that. Betty has already gone wrong and 

forgets her. 

57. Anonymous Ju ne 15, 201 3 at 5:53 AM 

Her getting laid on nationa l TV is her problem not Eth iopians 

58. Anonymous Jul y 26,20 13 at 2:53 AM 

I don't think all the negati ve attimdes towards Betty arc about the 'cou11lry's image' , may be 

some. Those who are \von-jed about the countryts image wonlt put such a di sgusting, awful 

suggestions onl in e. Most of the suggesti ons indi cate where the so call ed 'conservative' 

nation is. How can we teach someone who makes a mistake by making a mistake? 

Whenever we try to judge, we put ourselves being judged. 
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59. Anonymous September 16,201 3 at 6:53 AM 

We Ethiopian do not do such thing in front o f camera (on mainstream medi a). Sex is th e 

most respected thing in our culture & every activities in the bed room are hi ghl y 

confidenti a l. Becallse we are origi nal (no Europea n influcnce). Th c boll om line is J hi ghl y 

doubt thi s g irl Bctty is an Ethi opian & if so, it will bc a d isgracc to us! 

60. Anonymous June I I , 20 13 at 5 :53 AM 

For us who are living in the God's kingdom it is unthin kable io see such extraord inary 

acti v ity. Betty is not degrading onl y her moral but Eth iopia ns as a whole. J think she don't 

know what to do and her action enta ils that she is des ti tute. 

6 1. Anonymous Jul y 26, 20 t 3 a t 3:53 AM 

We Ethi opi ans never ever have such a shame full Hi story. And J thi nk Betty is not 

represent her mother land of Ethiopi a. ·W hat kind of pat ri oti c event is thi s? Nati onal pridc 

for ce lebrity, for sex, fo r moncy ... .. J do not thi nk so. She is must be sex wo rker. 

62. Anonymous June 16,20 13 at 6:33 AM 

Thi s is uncom mon for the so ca ll ed Ethi opia n girl s. Et hiop ia as a country is (according to a 

lege nd) a land of "Queen Sheba" who did the sa me thing w ith Ki ng Solomon 
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63. Anonymous June 16,2013 a t 6:53 AM 

Really it's not our culture, but what I wants to underline is academi c knowledge never 

build you r character unless you experience interna l change, she display who she was 

before. 

64. Anonymous June 12,20 13 at J :53 AM 

In Ethiopia's culture even those who unfortunately use sex to win bread do no t expose 

th emselves like that. This is definitely something she learnt from outside. She is roo stup id 

to represent Ethi opia ... No Ethi opia's women are not like that... and you know it.. . 

65. Anonymous Ju ly 8, 20 13 at 2:53 AM 

Tt is horror to look to such dignity reducing activities in our respected culture in our age. 

Please let LI S respect our entity and our fathers' scarifi ca tion in all dimensions (mora lly, 

sovereignty, unity, human dignity, respecting our sclf and others and good cultures). 

66. Anonymous Jun e 19,2013 at4:53 AM 

1 sow slot of compla in shame on you please li ve thi s poor siste r she just made mistake all 

human being made mi stake 

67. Anonymous September 1, 20 13 at 3:53 AM 

Why u so very angry at her? You think she humili ated your cul ture. Your culture 

conventionall y says have a sex behind doors and in a dark place. U guys love to do it, but 

when you see it and hea r it exp lic itly you hatc it like the most ev il sin. It is her personal 
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decision. W hy you insulted her while she haven't made any sl ight harm on you. They both 

li ke each other. So let her control her live! 

68. Anonymous June 16,2013 at 6:53 AM 

69. Whi le everyone is throwing the stone at her can we al so throw one idea on how we can 

help develop our poor nat ion? One idea per person wou ld be appreciated, thank you 

70. Anonymous June 16,2013 at 2:53 PM 

T don't think all the negative att itudes towards Betty are about th e 'cou ntry's image' , may be 

some. Those who are worried about the country's image won't put such a disgusting. awfu l 

suggestions ONUNE. Most of the suggestion s indicates where the so ca lled 'co nservati ve' 

nation is. How can we tcach someone who make a mistake by making a mistake? 

W henever we try to judge, we put ourselves being judged. 

71. Anonymous June 9, 2013 at I :53 AM 

This thing is gett ing out of control. Someone is telling people not to marry Ethi opian 

women. Is he helping Et hi opian image by d isrespecting all Ethi op ian women. There are so 

many unhappy souls here. They are using the poor girl to ven t thei r personal anguish . She 

made a mistake so what get over it. You guys are doing worse things by painting Ethiopian 

women as prostitutes, SHAME ON YOU GUYS. 

72. Anonymous July 16,2013 at 5:53 AM 

Betty did not sel l your land, Betty did no t sell your sis ters for Arabs slaves. Betty did not 

divide your country along ethnic line 
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73. A nonymous June 16, 20B at 4:53 AM 

Betty please try to confess your sin then everything wil l be ok even though the 

conseq uence hurt your life you will be on God hand. 

74. Anonymous June 18, 201 3 at I :32 PM 

Please leave 'her alone what's the big the dea l 'she has a long life ahead of her, pl ease 

Ethiopians stop cri ticizing your blood sister we are a human we all make mistakes 

75. Anonymous June 12,2013 at J 2:41 PM 

Please apo logies to GOD & the people of Ethiopia. 

76. Anony'mous June 12,20 13 at 12:42 PM 
• 

Just apo logize to Ethi opian pcople. Jesus loves you just ask fo rgiveness from GOD and 

peop le of Ethiopi a. God be with you ! 

77. Anonymous June 2 1, 20 13 at 3:04 PM 

Just apo logize! I fee l sony fo r you. 

78. Anonymous Jun e 10,20 13 at 7: 02 AM 

Please hon ey just apolog ize 
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79. Anonymous June 9, 20 13 at 8:30 AM 

Betty if you read thi s pl ease apologize to the people in public and try to move on, that 

seems to be the only way out. 

80. Anonymous June 16,201 3 at 4:42 AM 

Betty pl ease try to confess your sin then everything will be ok even though the 

consequence hurt you r li fe you wi ll be on God hand. 

8 1. Bimk June 7, 2013 at 12:29 pm 

It 's an embarrassment for Ethiopia so out of culture no way thi s lady represent the big 

nati on Ethiopia. 

82. Yared B.June 7, 2013 at 9:40 pm 

She doesn ' t represent the big, historical and unco lonized country ETHIOPIA. Our country 

has so Ill any icons like our athletes, emperor hlSelassie, emperor Menelik n. After al l she is 

origin of human being. Generally, what she did solel y reveal her persona li ty, not 

habeshans. 

83. Peter June 7, 2013 at 10:07 pm 

So what? The big brother shows are supposedl y sexually ori ented and fu ll of drama . Thi s is 

NOT a national competi ti on. Everybody prostitutes, both in and ou t of Eth iopia. Some for 

th e money, in case of Betty, and some for attention, includin g th ose writing crap about 

Betty. Get a life and leave her alone. 
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84. Yhewnew June 8, 201 3 at 8:29 am 

This shows the fail ed Ethi opian new generation. 

85. Leul June 8, 2013 at 4 :13 pm 

What is new here? U did not know thi s or non-h eard about? Please let her enjoy. There 

bitches in Addis on street sex working and in all north Ethiopian towns and cities too. No 

diffe rence, sex is sex caught on camera or seen on bare eye or hidden. ] feel most 

Ethi opians are still in the 14th century. Wake up guys. 

86. Ttt June 22, 2013 at 5:34 pm 

There are many mi llion E thiopians doing the same in country side. It becomes the culture 

of the recent generati on! She did correct. 

87. EsuJune 8, 20 13 at 8:47 pm 

So what she can do whatever she feel like with her body 

88. Mi ck June 10,201 3 at 2:1 1 pm 

Thi s is a real failure to Ethiopians . .. 

89. Humanity Junc 8, 201 3 at 9:32 pm 

To those who are calling her bitch, slut, gct a life seri ously. Thi s is why in Ethiopia HIV is 

increasin g tremendous ly. Sex is a taboo and something to be shy about it. Having a safe sex 
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w illingly and with protection doesn ' t make you slut. She is all adu lt and as an adult she has 

fu ll right to do what she pleases. And for those who is claiming she shamed the country, 

lell me one th ing you have done that has brought a great honorary. Yes ... absolutely 

nothing except sit around and judge peopl e. Tf the guy did the same thing, I am sure it 

wou ld not be this bi g of a deal. Get over, you are nobody and have no ri ght to judge and 

acclaim someone shamed country. ]gnorant- is what th is is. 

90. Sadday June 9, 201 3 at 6: 58 pm 

YOli are Tgnorant about your own cu lture, no respect about who you are and have no id ea 

about ri ght and wron g, for you information Sex is a Taboo in ever cu lture around the 

world . Wey ATAMRI Wey ATAFRJ ale Yehageray Sew. 

9 1. Humanity Jun e 9, 201 3 at 9:44 pm 

Regard ing Betty' s situation, she is an adu lt and the right to make a decis ion. She should not 

be shamed and put down. I saw a lot of degrading commcnt from a lot of people, whi ch I 

fou nd it profound because th ey do worst things than her. Unfo rtunately hcr situation was 

publicized. 

92. Geri eJune 11,2013 at 10:58 am 

We bave to consider our val ues & culturcs. Betty have the right to have sex but it is 

disgusting to have it in fi·ont of camera considering the impact that leaves within her fr iends 

& Family. In America there was a teacber teaching for 3 years, after a time she was 
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identifi ed that she was a porn star. The com munity didn't leave by sayi ng that is her ri te but 

immediately termi nated not only ii'om the school but from the State. 

93. MefitJune 18,2013 at 7:34 am 

Let us talk some logic . She represents a nation ca ll ed Ethiopia. Then, I hope she knows the 

difference between shameless and decent acts according to the Ethi opian culture. When we 

say we desp ise theft, it does not mean there are no th ieves in Ethiopia. In the same manner 

when we say we despise open sex it does not mean there are no immoral sexual practices in 

Ethiopia. Culture is not about th e act of ind ividuals rather it is about va lues & beliefs of the 

people. I think shc broke these val ues and ru les; that cou ld be her mistake. She should have 

been given some training before taking part in what you ca ll BBA. 

94. Lisa June 20, 20 13 at 12: 18 pm 

T completely agree w ith you, people shou ld mind thei r own bus iness, w hy should any of 

you ca re about what she does w ith her body it 's not likc shc raped thc dude. Peoplc arc just 

judging ber becausc they have nothi ng bctter to do with their li vcs. And rcmembcr whcn 

you point a finger 3 point back at you, so take it easy peop le. It 's not your place to judge. 

95. Add is Sime Jun e 8, 20 13 at I I :40 pm 

Everyonc IllUSt know that Betty is in South Africa not for Olympic or other tournamcnt 

under Ethiopia and its nat iona l fl ag. I don't know w hy most people throw bad words 

towards her. She is our s ister after a ll we can' t deny. So let's accept her with the weakness. 
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When she wi ll realize, she wi ll a·sk for excuses to her family,' students, and fri ends and 

especiall y to her boyfriend. 

96. FilJune 9, 2013 at 7:32 am 

Confidence and smartness has nothing to do w ith that, but bitchness do. She seems she 

doesn't understand what rea li ty show is. 

97. Abcra June 9, 2013 at I :49 pm 

She is a disgrace to th e proud people of Ethi opia. Some say she can do whatever she want 

and she has done it. But we have also a right to say whatever we want and we majority 

Ethiopians are calling her bitch. People have right to say whatever they want on any issue. 

Everyone of are judged by our act s. We certainly have the right to judge her. What she did 

is an imillora l act. Our constitution since Hailes il assie times punishes people who COlllmute 

an immora l act. The company that hire her should immediately fire her because she ugly 

ro le model. We do not wan t our sisters and kids fo ll ow the footstep of a useless bitch. The 

government should also ban her travelling ri ght let alone owning travelling agent 

98. Anonymous June 8, 2013 at 8:34 AM 

Its shame to us Ethi op ian ble it's not Ollr norm! 
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99. Anonymous June 16,20 13 at 6:53 AM 

Betty Jesus loves u is not too late to come to Jesus he is the on ly one gives you freedo m 

and peace pl ease come to Jesus. God sa id even mother leave the child but never me. He 

wants you to hug and take care you fo rever. 

100. Anonymous Jun e 19,20 13 at 5:43 AM 

I hope she does it again and again and again and again 

101. Anonymous June 23 , 2013 at I: 14 PM 

What a shamefu l girl! II !!!!!!!!!!! 

102. Anonymous June 8, 20 13 at 8:37 AM 

Am really SOlTY about Betty She can't rcpresent Ethiopians because hcr act is shameful. 

103. Anonymous June 9, 20 13 at 4:57 AM 

Betty, it is shamc on you. It is rea ll y a disgusting activity you did. You disregard the 

Ethiopian culnu·e and its people. At least you have to hide yourself from camera si te. 

OMG, I have never seen such shameful activity made by our Ethiop ian sisters. In any case, 

1 have no enough words to criti cize your shameful act ivity. 

104. Anonymous June 12,2013 at 4: 14 AM 
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We Ethiopians never ever have such a shame full Hi story. And I think Betty does not 

represent her mother land of Eth iopia. What kind of patriotic event is thi s? Nationa l pride 

for celebrity, for sex, for money ..... T do not think so. She is must be sex -worker. 

105. Anonymous June 9, 20 13 at 8:5 1 AM 

A disgrace not only to Ethi opians but also to the continent. 

106. Anonymous June 9, 20 13 at 10:07 AM 

Really it's not our cu lmre, and what 1 wants to underline is academi c know ledge never 

build your character unl ess you experience internal change, sbe di splay who she was 

before. 

107. Anonymous June 9, 2013 at II :35 AM 

108. It's not a big deal. . Everybody doing th is behi nd the door on ly god 

judge .... don't talk too mucb people ... 

109. Anonymous Jun e 10,20 13 at 7:58 AM 

We should represent Ethiopia in a good way not in a bad wayl Thi s IS not our culture. 

Moreover we are not even supposed to have sex unti l we get marri ed! 

110. Anonymous June 18, 2013 at I :49 PM 

Shame on you l!! How on eartb you are saying this bad words I She can do it personally not 

representing the nati on llag i. e. Ethi opi a. Whenever you carry a country nag it represent a 

chi ldren, a young and an old .... Tt is not about a s in gle indi vidual. Pl easc, don't mix it up!!! 
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III . Anonynl'ous June 9, 20 13 at 2:28 PM 

In Ethiopia's cul nlre even those who unfortunately use sex to win bread do not ex pose 

themselves like that. Thi s is definitely something she learnt from outs ide. She is too snlpid 

to represent Ethiopi a ... 

112. Anonymous June 9, 201 3 at 4:23 PM 

I honestl y don't think she should be judged. I'm pretty sure she didn't know she was being 

recorded and she didn't do anythin g we a ll don't do under our roofs! I just fee l sorry thi s 

happened to her! 

11 3. YewunataJune 10,201 3 at 4:40 AM 

We ashamed of you betty. it was not good to have sex a t that mom ent because there is 

enough more pl ace and tim e out of that. Stop saying 'i am Ethiopi an '.because you do not 

represen t us. 

11 4. Anonymous Jun e 10, 20 13 at 5: lOAM 

Oh : Betty Shame on you shame on you made us our head down because of your immoral 

and shameful ac t. You blackmail our image nat ionall y and internationall y. Reall y you are 

not representing Eth iopian , you brought shame to your Ethi op ian boyfriend, your mother 

and fath er, brothers and s isters, shame on you. Pl ease do not come to our holy country to 

poi son our pure culture. 
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11 5. I Anonymous June 10,2013 at 5:39 AM 

She is stupid slut. She never reflect to Ethiopian norm, Shame on you. 

116. Anonymous June .lO, 2013 at 8:49 AM 

The world should know somethi ng abou t Ethi opia. As you know there are good people, bad 

people in one country, Betty is one of the bad citi zen of Ethiopia in th is case. So the so 

ca lled Betty is not like Ethi opian people, who is safe, clean, shy, hero etc. so the gi rl is 

chasing money in the !lame of descent Ethiopian gi rl s and children, in general the country. 

The world should know that Ethiopian people hate big brother together with Betty because 

it 's not Afri can cu ltu re espec iall y painful for our country, g rcat Ethiopia, who dcfca ted the 

wh itish fascists. 

117. Bayu as ratJune 10, 2013 at 9:40 AM 

I hope she don't return to Eth iopia. Because from where she was born pcopl e don't do that. 1 

say she should stay where ever she is ri ght now. 

118. Ano nymous June 10, 20 13 at 3 :2 1 PM 

It is unbelievabl e. Because we are Ethi opian. We have a beautifu l cu lture, but Betty 

dismi ssed thi s. She is not representin g our big Ethi op ia. 

11 9. Anonymous June 9, 20 13 at 2:23 PM 

Betty do whatever COmes from your brain because it is always ri ght. Forgot di s dame ..... . 

137 



120. • A nonymous June 11 , 201 3 at 4:54 AM 

The truth is Ethi opi an women are shameless bi tches, if you don't beli eve it go to any big 

ci ty in the middl e east, they sell a ll thei r holes whoever comes to fu ck them. Thanks God 

my mom and s isters are not Ethiopian. Eth iopian women should no t be all owed to 

parti cipate in BBA, th ey are teaching bad culturc to Afri can's. 
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