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ABSTRACT

This thesis on the portrayal of society and the concept
of modernization as reflectec in Abhe Gobegna's novels has
four divisions. The introductory chapter deals with the
purpose a2nd method of the study. It alzo includes a brief

biography of the author

The second and third chapters contain the major portion
of the study. The Church and the People, Administration
and Litigation, Zducation and the Intelligentsia and Moral
Degeneration are the four aspects of Abbe's portrayal of
society presented in chapter two. The¢ third chapter shows
the author's concept of modernizing Ethiopia. In this part,
attention is pzaid to the kind of sccial system favoured,

educational and religious reforms and eccnomic progress,

The concluding chapter summarises the main points that
are discussced in the main parts of the study and evaluates

Abbe's concepts.,
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e Purpose of the Study

@

Abbe Gobegna was a prolific writer who czme onto the-scene

in the recent past in the history of Lthiopian literature.
His poems, plays and novels which had a great irpact on
Ethiopian life and society have now beconie part of the
treasures of Ethiopian literature, “Concerning the study

of the literature of the past, Graham Hough states:

story and
cal pressures of
concern is vrith

erary history. t is onlycf this that
he can speak with authority; and he has a
double duty in relation to it. First to
maintain the literature of the past as a2
part of present experience; and secondly
to see the literature of the present as
part of the continuous historical process,
Ilo critic of present literature can afford
to be unaware of the past. HNo critic of

o be unmware
present literature
t is to be

past literature can agfford
of the present. To write of
without awareness of th¢ pa

. -

merely a journalist,...

It is with the awareness of this fact that one canno+t
neglect to study the literary works of Abbe Gobegna. Cognizant
of the fact that "Amharic literature iz very rach part of the
Cultural life of modern Ethiopia"2 and that "Ethiopian authors
2re stroangly concerned with questions related to the future of
their country..."B, the primary purpose of this research is to
establish the major concerns of the author — the portrayal of
Post - colonial and pre-revolutionary Ethiopian society and the

Writer's concept of moderrization.

ifferent literary forms utilized by Abbe, the
regsearcher has icted himself to the study of the novels
only, for, better than the other genres, '"the novel presents a
iety et a particula

particular soci me, anc it is committed to

"i

i
Presenting many things as they actually are Or werej.sees"

Wi



This study might help researchers who would like to deal
with the other literary forms by the same author or with the
stylistic features of the novels, It is also hoped that this
Study helps to reveal what lies beneath the general run of the
novels and to enzble us have a deeper insight into Abbe's

literary art.
o

12 Method of the Study

This study is based on a close scrutiny of eight novels
Written by Abbe Gobegna. The novels are studied for the specific
Purpose of exanining their social portrayal and the author's

concept of modernization. In his book entitled Fact in Fiction,

Rockwell argues that writers necesgarily reflect their own time

g

and thig "is the justification for uging their fictions to study
the facts of their society, ...".5 This argument rests or a
sclid foundation when one looks into +the literary tradition of
Ethiopia. Mos% Ethiopian novelists are engaged in reflecting
their society. In fact, as Molvaer says'... proper appreciation
of the modern Ethiopian literary scene can be gained if one
relates fictiomal writing to society." Thus the attempt here
is to investigate what light is shed on the society by the

novels,

But the informatior one looks for in a fictional work is
not explicitly stated in the same vay as a historical document.
Cne method of establishing facts from fictional works is pointed
out by Hough:

It must be admitted that literary critics
often derive their information about
historical situstions almost entirely
from works of fiction; and in talking
about the truthfulness of such wor'ts are
often therazfore arguing in a circle....A
iruthful picture often reveals itself

as such by its coherence.?




4

(1

3

Ldere

s

<
-

!

e
S S

o
Pl

>
P
&
o

o~ e
yis o

Lo
oY

8 proto:

=

LONS

1R
2C L1

W

rours

sehav

L ]

haracters

e mejor c

m

50

sled

eve

ot

o
et
2CTS

~

e ',.,J-

or

i—-

tegory,

v

> -
-

of

chuxrch,

0Ty,

w

seconad cate

@
-
s}

iti

valuesSe

ial

(elo)

9]

-

are

o)
SRS |

o

-
Ce ot

.
1s

n

tio

U R Aat

ocdern

-

af

The writer's c-

suthor;

a e

s
o4

avoured by

-~

2 ~
al system £

C¢

ti

.
o
L ]

on and rclirion

A
“

achieved.

be

nt could

dovelodhe

OCcomomae

@ whiclh

v

.
L2 |




The intenticons of an author can be urderstood from his

-

fictional works. Concerning this, Rockwell states, ''For the

-

student who wishes tc use literature as a ey to the specific
values of a pericd or cultural area, the point is to discover

the author's intentions: what actions and persons are supposed

to be admirable"io This is particularly evident with Lbhe, who
constantly interrupts his story and makes comments while narrating,

Thus the researcher tries to discover the intentions of the zuthor.

Ixcept irn very few cases, no external work is included in
this study beceuse "It is a mistalze in criticism to cite factual
evidence external to the work under considerztion unless the
arguement really recuires it."11 dven Abbe's own commernits in the
introductions or prefaces of the novels ire not included in this

Stucy unless when found to be absolutely relevant,

The fact that all the Amnaoric novels nroduced by the author
are included in the research should not create the wrong impression
that it would na2ke the study superficial., To avocid this, the
novels are examined oanly for the two svecified purposese-— the
portrayal of society and the author's concept of modernization.

Moreover, for the szke of cla the novels have been divided to

.1
e
cf
<

focus on specific sub - topic
T B2

4]

For ocxample, the study of the church and the people is mainly
based on 1dil MNew DBedel, And Lennatu and £lliweledim.

Yeregefu Abeboch and Gobland Achberbariw Tota contain similar

themes of administration and litigation,

Most of the discussion on education and the intelligentsia

is based on Gobland Achherbariw Tota and Yeregefu Abeboch,

Yamets iluzaze, feltamawa Ihite and Yeregefu Abeboch deal with

the moral degeaeration cof the society,

T™e three novels — lielleam Seife Nebelbal, And Lennatu

and Alliweledim are used for the study of the author's concept

of modernization,




-5 -
It should be noted however, that each topic is not
strictly lirited to the corresronding novels as clagsified here.
The topics coincide rartly each other and are discussed from various
angles in the various ncvels. For example, the themes of admini-

stration and litigation are discussed in Idil New Bedel as in

Yeregefu Abeboch or Gobland Achberbariw Tota. .

Except for Melkeam Seife Nebelbal and Gobland Achberbariew

Tota, the setting of all .the novels is explict -- it is Ethiopia ..

Kane's comment concerning the setting of Melkeam Seife Nabelbal

that "no one will seriously doubt that Bet-el-fa'os represents sort
of an idealized }'.:thiopia"l2 is true owing to the kind of institutions
that we find in it. Although set in an imaginary country Shaloma,

Gobland Achberbariw Tota unquestionably refers to the Ethiopian

university professors of language who are very much looked down upon

by Abbe Gobegna.

1.3 ggg_ﬁuthor*
Among the generation of writers in the decade and a half
or so before the Ethiopian revolution, there arose a much talked
of writer, Abbe Gobegna. He wag a political essayist, a playwright,

a poet and a noveliste.

Lbbe wag born on the 19th of Sene 1925** in Gojjam region,
at a place« called Korench Abo in the district of Bahir Dar, His
father Ato Gobegna Ambaye, who is still alive, earns his living as
a farmer with a fairly pgood income. Ato Gobegna has eleven children
from different wives of which Abbe and an elder sister come from

the same mother, VWeizero Yigardu Belay.

‘All the information concerning the life of the author is
told by his niece, Tiruye Berhanu, who lived with him for
some yearse. She is now living in Bahir Dar.

** All dates referring to the life of the author and his works
are in accordance with the Ethiopian Calendere.

. R e oA e SR S L B R RSSO | T IS AR ONT LI T NS L



nded a traditional church school in

As a child, Abbe att

e
-
his village with Merigeta Cessesse, who is said to have loved him

for his bright mind. The author then went to different places
in Gondar region in search of further knowledge in the traditional
schools., There, he is said to have studied Ge'ez, 'quine' and

Erammar, Having gore through these schools, he czme back to his

irth place and served there cs a 'Werigeta', a traditional
q

Then of his own accord, he decided to join a modern school
and went to Dangla, Gojjam region, where he atte-ded up to grade
six. Although there was no one he could stay with and rely
upon in Addis Ababa, Abbe suddenly went to the capitai in search
of work. Fortunately, he got 2 job in the Ministry of Information
and later in the Finistry of Health where he worked for a total
of sever years. His nicce Teizerit Tiruye Berhanu i§ not sure
whether he contiimed his studiec during those yearé, but she says
that she once saw a card which certified that he had completed

grade twelve,

For about fifteen yecars, Abbe did not have any permanen
Job and sustained himself by the sale of his books. In 1970 he
vient to Bahir Ber, very near to his birthlplacé, and becaire an
agent for the wholesale distribufors of the tektile procducts of

a factory there.

% . .
On Yehatit 2, 1982, at the age of forty seven, Abbe died

in iddis Abhba. The cause cf his death is not clear, and the

family are very much distressed a2t this. Abbe has left behind

him 2 son and two daughters,

Tiru, Abbe's niece, says thather uncle was frustrated
towards the end of his life., He uscd to drink a lot and his
Pergonalitly deteriorated o sreat deal. “henever she asked what

Was wvrong with him, he used to say, "I am only concealing

nyself; that is the only way I can live.,"




Abbe was a zealous Christian; and yet he always violently

attacked the clergy and some of their practices. The clergy, he
used to say, were unproductive., The church did not encourage the
= L} el -

termers to work; it rather forced its subjects to spend their

Wwealth on unnecessary feats such as commemorating the dead.

wide rangze of readers. His

)

In his time, Abbe zttracted

lucicd langu=zge, emotional tone a2nd ccastant criticisr of the
defunct regimeappealed to a large audience. His poiitical novels,
which in particular roused most of the educated youth of the

<

Period, contributed to Abbe's popularity.

His bold and constant tendency to expose the corruption of
the oppressive regime resulted in three years imprisonment and
exile in Gore, Illubabor region. One of his books was banned
after publication.

Abbe Gobegna may not be classified among the best of
e

1.

skill of developing situations
and characters in his n c

vels. NMoreover, his writings contain

toe much propaganda. He, in short, lacks

literary grace, The defects may be the result of the author's
{

lack of formal literary ecucation and his over -cagerness to

CXpose the regine. Hevertheless, /Abbe shares the same zeal

witk the best of Ethiopian noveliists for changing the society

and modernizing the cogyntry.




2¢1. The Church and the People

The role that the Ethiopian Orthodox Church pPlayed in the

ife of the society recurs firecuently in the novels of iAbbe.

-

he clergy, which consisted of very influential riembers of the
society, had always been as powerful as the political authorities.
In fact, there were even times when the church was rnore
influential than the pelitical lzaders. This could be implied

from the histcrical novel And Lennatu which reveals that one cof

the causes for the collapse of zing Tewodros was the constant
Opposition he met from the church. The cuurch remained strong
D

even curirg the post-Italian inwvasion period. The educational

background of the priests, the teachings of the church and the
O £ 9 -
Way it treated its followers occury a considerable part of the

writings of Abbe.

The priests, who =2re considered by the masses to be of
aclzed in the novels as illiterates. In

ssion with his British friend and advisor, John Bell,

r

Emperor Tewodros corments on the learning of the Zthiopian

Priesthecod:

cee NARDRY Q90H 212 QAL ING ®RE QMo Ty
fe 2N g Cm']l?'ﬂ-?’f N974T7T PATPH 2 10N
WP 2N AAT 1B 2 ...

see TI0H 272 ONT +L0NF MeF AN+2C NG
PP NODRr: 77 ﬂ‘IOH 272 2RHASNT SHANT
NI 27207 PP AMRNAD HHN NY0H 21
Nh4s 8A%f 531




Genteel priests and monks who read Ge%z,
a2 language that they don't %now, and who
are unable to write, are plentiful in our
country. Are these alsc to be consicdered
literate ? boe

Ixcept for the characters of the alphabet,
they {the priests! know nothing of the
Gelez language. Yet, they pray and chant
in Géez; they also preach in Géez, of
which the masses ars ignorant like
themselves,

7

ié emperor accordingly, promises John Bell that there

N
{ Ny

Would be no place in Ethiopia for such priests and deacons.

to voice this same criticism in his novels dealing with his

contemporary society. In Idil New 2ddel, the ignorance of

Xes Ditew, who is the father confessor of the major character,

is explained from the author's point of view:

soe NTPYCT @ Yo@ey U %TT 2N N0 nen # enn |
VI @Yepy BU NBLD4%T NA D 20 R10H 2712
NSLTILT 4N 332

eoo the illiterate Kes Ditew wanted to
confuse the poor man who wasg even more
illiterate than him in Ge%z,a langusage
that neither of them knew....

The father confessor cheats his Christian son by uttering
’
a few words in Geez with a completely different version in
Amharic. The riessengers of the church who are supposed to

teach and lead the Chrigtian population are 2s ignorant as the

Mmasges themselves. This point is also mentioned in Yeregefu
Abeboch.3




The ignorance of the clergy, however, does not prevent

them from exploiting the laity. The highly demanding priests

Consicder it their privilege to be served better than others in
eny feast, Though the person who gives the feast may be poor,
he rmst, in any way, fulfil the wishes of the priesthood:

ARUS+ 17 N1FA @my A% Ly MmO
Sthe Q 10 :: MADG AT80§CYT AI4Mma
N1& 8Adada :: Om NI NTF HAL0T0
N7 #1 gwed 1 @ LT AICH NCTQ
P ®Plhr QANYP ;44

°
oo

It is customary to make a special
preparation for the clergy. 1t
essential that the 'tella' bhe first

class and clear, the 'wot' he prepared

.ﬁ
is

from the meat of a sheep especially
killed for them. Raw meat is
indispensable,
It is an acceptied belief that churchmen are supposed to

ignore all materinl benefit

Can their place 1eaven, where

acquire

digsconzfort is compensated for by eternal

©o this, howover, the novels of Lbbe

this doctrine give »riorit

.
e

'modern priest' who bantigzes

cdescribed:

Ar G @D 2N NG Y4737 N YNT N +<Hs
AHI D haSdr 774029
17C R4A% AUy hy 4
NAM PNhC kSNw

nN12 %5 Nedtey
T NEITow
AURY hQd+ Ne %
I 545

There is no more concerete evidence

of the modern priest with his chubby
rarltedly
c¢istinguish him from the traditional
priests, who chastised their flesgh
heat and

face and bulging chest, which

through fasting,
cold, worship

exposure to
nrayer,

94
[SLP

show us
to their secular pleasures.

hero in Alliweledinm is thus

that they
temporary worldly
happiness. Contrary

that the teachery of

The |




It is further explained in the novel that the comfortable

<

: : o P
life of the prieat is attsired at the sost of the labour of the

b2

working Christian population,

The church not only exnloits the pecple through itd
derandingpriests,but 2lsc subjects them to poverty and
desperation because of the established religious custoirs., One of
these is the provision of crpensive commemoration feast# for the

= iy
dead, In Yamets iluzaze, the nsrrator's account of his bhackground

Shows that one of the causes for his farmily's disintegration is
tle ariount of wealth spent on the commemoration feast for his dead
father and riother. A4 character in the same novel riakes the
observation that the roney spent on the feast could otherwise have
been used by the children for their education.6 In another novel,

feltamawa Thite, Amzene, the narrator, describes the costly

Commemoration feast of his dead mo’hoer:

ThS 477 +HRC hhN+T1 N % (Y LBF
NA8N27% hBAY OM :: NHE 7 9AMIN
PT THP NN hed 27

The commerioration feast of our dead

mother that cost a guarter of our father's
Property was agstonishingly accecrmplished,
He who was not satiated that cay, would
never say that he would ever be 50,

Thus, one fourth of ‘hmat has been acouired through years
of hardship is lavishly spent in just one day because of the
religious custom,

The Ethiopian farmer, in particular, is shown by Abbhe's
Novels to be the section of the society which suffers most from
Such religious customs. This is powerfully recounted by the

8ad story of a poor fuarmer called Ceremew in Idil New Bedel. »




~

Geremew's wife dies in an epidomic disease leaving six
childrer behind her. As if that were not enouch burden for ooy
Geremew, his father confessor, Xes Bitew, orders him to give a
Commemoration feast and pay for the Holy comrmunion and gll other
Prayers so that his wife may secure 'a home in heaven', Though
Geremew tries to explain his difficult financial situation, Kes
Bitew insists that Geremew should prove that he is 'a lover of Gog'

everl' by selling his two oxen. Geremew rust obey:

Nae T AT AHC NN Hile +9eM® Kyl
Ur AMAST NRT24 MNN AR 3 290 1970
N9anN t9mN ::,.. AtHHC $NF SCPN
#1 00 hEAT 182 NALT hUd + NLPF
A% 14HRE OA YT @% Al ¢ :9

Half of the grain which was stored for
the year's subsistence and for sowing

was used up in a’'day's feast of 'tella!
and 'injera'...,Sinc> it was compulsory
to supply the clergy with fresh raw

meat, one of the two oxen was slaughtered
on the morning of the feast cay.

: It is clear to the reader that the little property which
€ould have helped to support the children is woefully spent by
the churcht's orcders. lNeighbours and relatives who éarlier had
dore little to alleviate Geremew's sorrow gather to enjoy the
day's feast, Thus, the church which ought to teach the neople ‘
to be wise and to help each other at tiries of difficulty, instead,

goads them on to prey on each other's miseries,

The wealth used up for the commemoration feasts might be
tolerable if one were able to afford it. Unfortunately in this
Tegard, thechurch does not distinguish between the rich and the
Poor. lMoreover, insteac of encouraging the pecple to work hard
anc make up for their loss, tﬁe church further contributes to
their impoverization and idleness by sanctifying about two—thirdsﬁr

of the days of the year and prohibiting sny form of work during
these holidays.,

....




LY Wi

Vesafint', priests could stop even a

on certain tholy! dwys.io Ls late as
the post = Italian pericd, priests had the same controlling power
Over the Ethiopian farmer. At the sight of farmer going to the
field with his oxen dquring © holiday, all a nriest need say is
Eezichalehu, 'I have excormunicated you' and the farmer has no
CH;TC“ but to return hote. Xes Bitew, a2 non- productive pricst
éngaged in telling people not to go to work during this or that
day and from time to time in nforming them tc give commemoration
feasts is the scourge of the peasants. Thus, Gercniew, a victim
of this order, finds it imnossible to support his family:

N365 Qam T $¢F M qp 4

’NAL T KI10e ST Fovs
ACAt8% hU'Y NB9H
AUG T, ,, 1NLO
U sadd

B @ 10 90
My QU@ U1 Un

112 AhNC AAAN K
tNe. QCN SMephC

4

j-79

Of the 365 deys in a year, probably
ground 200 of then =are vo;;d“js, and
christians —- ether -rich or ‘poor -
observe them for fear of anathema;

thus, poor Gereriew...

found it

impossible to realize any of his hopes,
Abbe's condermnation of religious customs which discourage
Productivity but encourage excessive feasting 25 the cause for
the misery of the predominantly fa wrring pooulation of the country

$till rings true to this Zday.

fnother =spect
Church dis in the unequal
Ceremony for example, is not

pPoor,

where the novels
treatment
th

v

This is emphasized in Xeltamawa Thite when

Fal

of /ibbe criticize ths

of subjects,

S

The burial

e

it
same for the rich apd the

the mnarrator

of the story, Azen

death of his rich miothe

€y comments on the religious rit

ual for the



L 14' L

® g QUTAP NG APNT ST ACHD WD 1+
10 2 AT4T7 Q104170 ¢C 9 ~Ca%
PR @ 4D i RW1480@ ANN SHEY M
NS¢ WA 7 oh Nede AL hom AN T@ ;312

“rue, the mourning and absclution
ceremony at the death of a rich ran
tekes .a long time. The burial rites

of our mother took the whole day. In
fact, had Father been present, it would
have talen no less than two days.

The ritual is long for the wealthy bhecause they can afford
to nay more. The burizl rites for the poor, on the oiler hand,
is done in a rush. Thus, /Abbe argues that the church's practice

here is clearly contrary %o the christian teaching that 21! men

are ecual in the eyes of God.

The relztionship between the clergy and the ruling members of
the society further reveals the partisan nzture of the churchy. In

£nd Lennatu, Xassa's mother, Atitegeb, is threatened by Deojazmach

Fiaru and asks for a sanctuary in a church. The priests, however,

3

belittle her appeals

3
1)

@ glorify the claims of the noble governor,
Mzru., Becazuse of this, Jeizero Atitegeb blames the pricsts for

their unfair treatront of people tc waom life has already dealt a
hard bHlow:

9T hUTHT #3 °Nmd® (+9 Nh1+ DAA @hAT
FPAT 1 RRANNE N4P @G mPLo
ARRT YO 513

You, our clergy, have the habit of
exalting the fortun-te with flattering
words of praise while belittling and
reviling the poor,




This comment against the clergy refers not only to the
Ethiopian clergy in Tewodrose's period, but also to thosec who

belong to iLbbe's generation for whom he wrote his novels.
A=} L&)

Unless its interests are threatened, the church sides
9

with the seccular leaders whether or not justice is done to the

pecople, That is why when the court condemns the protagonist in

; . 3 ; : 14
Alliweledim to death, the priests in turn, deny him God's acre,

Abbe accuses the clergy for having made the people completely
servile to pelitical authority by teaching them to show absolute
respect to their secular rulers vhom they claim are chosen by
God.15

The church is generally accused of shaping a society that
is Christian in name only. It baptizes children forty or eighty
days after birth but does nect teach adults the tenets of the
religion which it terms as "mysterioas"°16 Lbbe mamifests the
outcome ironiczlly: a long period of fasting is followed by the
Laster feasting which is celebrated by slaughtering stolen
cattle,?

Thus, Abbe's novels show us a sociely given over to melancholy,
fear and ignorance brought about by the church. The churchmen
exposed the masses to these evils by making them unproductive and

absolutely submissive to the ruling classes.

2.2, Civil Acndinistration and Litigation

. *

A study of the administrative ancd legal institutions as
Presenied in the novels of Abbe helps us to be more accquianted
with the scciety in the pre-revolutionary period. In Abbe's
time, the duties of the two inustitutions were so intertwined
that it wes difficult to treat them in isolation. In fact, in
some cases, it is even impossible to differentiate between the

roles of the governing and the judicial bodies. In Idil llew Bedel,

for example, we find a sub-cdistrict administrator involving himself
in 2 case which ought to be the court's concern. The reason was
because in feudal Ethiopia, a chief governor doubled as chief

Justice as well in his district.




e

dhen Alliwelecdim waz published for the second time in 1974,

cdeclares that the rotten administration

Abbe in his introdiction
of Ethiopia dnring Haile Selassie's nericd was the cause for the

émbarrasing situation in which the country was immersed. Yxplaining

that he was conscious of what wes going on from the beginning,

the writer says:

CHIAN O KAT8QC PN K @@ AR T Q Fhlr%
19 A9C AT ANk hehis D24 IMH T e °
MNC :: NIHMT1T 02 ®39wF wa hINw
Nae ik N AWAN4é +90CTF NhE 45
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I was able to observe the shortcomin-~s
of the rotten administration when I was
in the countryside, beginning frorm the
sub-district level. Later, when I got a
government job as a journalist, I
witnessed many shameful acts committed
by higher offizials.,

Abbe adds that whenever he got the chance he expecsed this

realidy in his novels:

e ®7 S 1% 96 MNC2 U @™
NelRr AONY AeTAR 0824 NINeT 14
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as there any offence that was not
beiry committed? I knew this and
vhenever 1 got the charnce I heve
Deen trying tc express ny ideas.

Accordingly, ibbe refliects a society brought down to poverty
and desperation because of malacdministration and injusticec at all
levels of the hierarchy both in the rural asress and urban centres,
In the couﬁtrysides, there is 'Yatbiya Dagna', the neighbourhood

Judge, who is an appointed governsmat reprcsentative of the small

village corrmnity.




The village jucdges are supposed to settle &
members of the commnity in a peaceful way, so that the villagers
wouald niot waste the
But, ia reality, these Judges are the beginning of the ladder which
has to be climbed by the pcor wvillagers. The village judges are
Slow in giving decisions because of two reasons: firstly,
they heve to be bribed; scecondly, they should mzke all arrangements
so that the higher authorities can have tlie same opportunity.

Lbbe exposes this inecquity in Idil llew Bedel.

Geremew's ox is stolen by a gang of thieves. Geremew
appeals to she village jucdge, Grazmach Jemere, carrying with him
a bottle of 'Katilzala' sc that he may be favoured in return.20
But Grazmach Jemere (the name itself is incdicative of the beginning
of bribing) states that the casc is beyond his cavacity and refers
it to the higher authority -— the sub-distric governor. The
viliage judge is not incapable of settling the cdispute; but as
the Grazmach himself remarks, the higher authorities do not allow

the village judges to settle the disputes quickly:

eee N1T4A 39NS ATTF ABAFLD T
NC_ 3+ 290 :: 17C 79 U7 AhSwed
71717 @5 044 17 Ashemie /21

cesln fact, we village Jjudges are

supposed to settle disputes, But
if we are found doing this, the
sub-district gcvernor will not
tolerate us,

The sub-district and distric governors and other members
of this bureaucracy are thus reluctant to give decisions on the
disputes referred to them by the village'judges. They consider
it their right to benefit from the country folk including free
physical labour. This point is mentioned in *he confessions of

the narrator in Yamets Nuzaze22 and is the fabric of the story
in Idil New Bedel,?>




invasion.
because 'to shoot with a zun and to administer peonle are two

patriots and memwbers of the feudsl ruling class,

FTascists:
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His Z;itawrari Bizu'é? place is among
those bandits, who in the name of
patriotisn oppressed the villager more
than the Italians. He used to sncak
into the villages at night to beat the
villagers z2nd pillage their cattle and
mopey. iie actuzlly learnt the words
"patriot" and "freedom'" while he was
supplicating the avthoritizs to become
a sub-district governor z2fter the
Italians left the country.

characters reveals the fact that administrative and judicial

Fitawrzri

he was a guerrilla fighter during the Italian occupation.

been a more cruel bandit to the villagers than the Itz1ian

The novelist's portrayal of the background of some of his

bureaucracy in the countryside is mainly controlled by so-called

Bizu, the sub-district governor in Idil New Bedel boasts that

But,

we are told that in the guise of a patriot, the Fitawrari has

In the same novel, the Awraja (provincial) fovernor, who

lot of the villagers.

is a Dejazmach like his forefathers, was a patriot during the

But later he is portrayed as a bad administrator

different jo‘::s.'?'5 Thus, these feudal governors and pseudo-
patriots are shown by Abbe to be the causes for the unhappy




The rursl population was not the only victim of this
injustice and maladministration. The mojority of urban settlers
were also subjected to the same wretched situation. In spite of
the truthful claim of the poor, the feudal court zlways favoured

the rich. The central character in Yeregefu Abeboch, Alefe, who

is the reightful inheritor of his deac mother's wealth, demands
his share by appealing to the court sgainst his rich father, Ato
Tezera. 3ut he is unable to win his case because of the time
consuming 'muget', anc is forced to mzke 2 concession to his

o
father.“6

Similarly, *he prostitute in Keltamawa Thite tels her

brother that she had two children by a rich husband who later
desortcd her. She goes on to tell him that the court of law
fzailed to give her justice and that it contributed to her

becoming & prostitute:

el @218 N1¢ Qhh ehé 1NC:: 11C
17 W T3 N&CE NT hi2an Fig NG+
nemcs N@egd1d thd N110 45 A8 Y

nees N147 MM KI84NLT AUTAL NANA T
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I had tried in a lawsuit to get some
alimony for bdrining up the chilidren.
Zut, knowing that I could not win the
suit against him { her husband! anc
fearing the agony of court delays, I left
every thing out of desperation and
decided to sell licuor and my dody in
order to bring up my caildren. Thus,
though unfit for my age and my nature,
I started this sorrowful life wandering
from kiosk to kiosk.
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Freedom and justice in the country, as the protagonist in

Alliweledim puts it, arc controlled by money and power. A

grotesque picture of this is given in Gobland Achbherbariw Tota

whore the judges respect the rich =zne, Gobland, and look down upon
28
their fellow human beings. The children of Chura Konu accuse

the ape of illegally taking the family's wealth. Although the

of the property, it is hard

e
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childrenr are the legal inher
for them to win the case agsminst tae prosperous ape because
of the deliberate delaying mechanisms used by the judges in
order to favour the ape, The court of law is ridiculed as a

Place where truth ané justice are mocked at, not practised.

e legal codes confused the

O

Abbe's novels stress that the hzair splitting interpretation
T

literate and zlways put the majority of the population at a
disadvantage. loreover minor disputes, which in the . traditional
Society used to be settled cuickly, began to take longer

because of the intricascies of the new codes thus becorming

causes for regression rather than for progress,

In short, the novels depict a society damned by a new
fangled bureaucracy and where justice is the prerogative of
the rich or high government officials. Contrasting the new
with the old, the poor farmer, Geremew, wonders wh& legzl and
administrative matters could not be facilitated in spite of
the increase in the number of bureaucrats and the snread of

literacy. His friend Ato Bisewer, tells Geremew that it has
only resulted in an increase im the number of parasities.,

2¢3e IZcucation and the Intelligentsia

The early post - colcnial seriod does not mark the beginning
of mass modern education in Uthiopia. It was still a time
when the young seneration wes being entrcated to join the newly
erierging schools and the studeats that Joined these schools

Procured certain privilages compared tc those who went to the
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raditionzl church schocls. hen Me zpplied to Join the
P¥

governricnt school, the narrator in Yamets lMuzaze recalls how

Pleased the school director was. The school supplied him with

the necessary writing ecuipment because:

NH8 D& SOF AIC MPUCT NY147F7
®Neeh ®0wd INC:: 1ME KQ tA® 4¢
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It was a tire when foreign education
was beginning to spread in eur country,
It was a time when the student was
pampered to learn and was carefully
taken care of.

f.fter completing his elementary school education, the
narpator goes to Addis Lhaba to join a boarcding high school
Where 211 expenses are ccvered by the government. Jith the
ew schools, 2 new life style gets introduced. The contrast
between the traditional and the new school life is described

in Xeltamawa Thite by hAzene's father, when he allows his son

to go 2nd join the government school:

T80 L& 48 ANNTICUP KhIh3
MH&D @ 3 qps ANTGT A $CO NAHS &
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®ahe TH &C 2Nk AN T 74 0o
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llever mind my son, go I shall not
bother you. Let alone now, a-fins
epoch when the state takes care of
the health and subsistence of the
students more than can the mother
236 the father, a man used to send
nis son far and wide %o accuire
learning, even in +he hard, old days.




flthough we see that the society resisted to accept modern
educztion in general, we can infer from some of the novels that
Women, in narticular, were not enccuraged to join these schools.

In Yeregefu Abeboch, Roman cuits her studies to be narried to a

merchant, whereas her brother, Alcfe, continues with his studies

tc a higher level. Similarly, in Keltamawa Ihite while Azenc
Secures the privilege of oing to school, his sister, Rahel, is
made to stay at heome. The beoys in both fanm s pursue their

ili
studies whereas the girls are not encourd.sed to do sce.

The traditional scholar in Zthiopia mostly devoted himself
to spiritual pursuits and rarely rendered services to the secular
leaders. But with the introcduction of modern education, those
who could read and write joined government offices to become
influential mebers of the society. A '"Fitawrari' in Idil New
Bedel reveals the reversal of situations in society by
remarking: 'the pencil has now taken the place of the bullet
in killing men!' Reversing his position as a servant, the

&

literate has become a master. This, however, is a comment on

the primary stage of the whole nvrocess of individual and social

changes brought about by the spread of modern education,

4bbe in his novels guestions the end of modern education
and at times boldly denounces it. Azene, for example, in

brd A g & A 4 o s =
Leltamawag Thite is pessimistic -from the beginning about his

education. He doubts if his learning will enable hinm to support
his family and serve the societ ty at large.33 The novels show
that juvenile delincuency is generally a result of modern
educzction in Abbe's time, For example, the hero of Yamets

lluzaze is trapped by the hzbits of smoking, alcoholism and other
evils after he joins high school.34 The same thing happens

to Azene in Keltamawa Ihite.

» J
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firega, a character in Yeregefu iheboch, who holds a

degree in Zconomics from the University College of 4A.A., and
later recieves two years' education in /merica, always behaves
contrary tc the good old customs of Ethiopian society. He is

jealous, inhuman, selfish:

NCH AAMMAN A T2 WAMY QH® %
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in his view, the behaviour of a civilized
mocdern man is to cormit any depraved

and inhuman act if he finds it beneficial
for him and to oppose every thing if it
is not =dvantageous for hinm,

The novels reduce the whole aim of the country's new
educational system to producing a group of people full of
cozenage and pride who are only interested in the accurmlation
of wealth., This group is portrayed as a monster of
modernizatioﬁ and is condermned as a burden on the comrunity,

exploiting the labour of the ignorant ma'::ses.3

In his a2ddress to the intelligentsia, Prime Minister
Melkeam criticizes them for using their learning in order to
Suppress the people, in which case they become mere substitutes

of the old feudal rulers:
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Abbe openly attacks Ethiopian literary personalities.
It seems that the author had a grudge against the professors

of language. In the notes at the end of Gobland Achberbariw

Tota, the author states:

h14712 F A2GT9® N1he h2129 hpy ARG
IC 9188H O0@%% ANT QANT QY1477
041871 K10 ¥ATD Qfw® 8 ¢LATDT AMET
“Q ¥ hean 4N T AN T NOMT NE 15
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me learmned nen, especially those who

aim to have kmowledge related to

nguage and literature are,from the

position of hauteur that they assume,
unfairly criticizing the works of our

authors who produce their writings with .
naximun effort.,

D =0

These words are a proof to the author's outright
dismissal of criticism concerning his literary work. He
held the wrong view that it was only a creative writer who
could be a critic. This stubborn attitude of the writer
rasulted in a strong hatred of professors of literature

whom he ridiculed in two novels:- Yeregefu Abeboch and

Gobland fchberbariw Tota. In the introcduction to

Gobland Achberbariw Tota, the author explicity states his

aim in writing the novel:

Ah p1-RHe KG14T hyTde U1 94490
Mt NeSeT NRLNST g N IAN %P h¢
A1818 AP0 T Ae@hC +T18RALk ;342

I am impelled tc give a few words of
advise to some learned men who have
neither the proper background nor
the natural talent for literature,
but who try to ride on the backs of
authors.




In this novel, Gobland,the ape who learns the language of
the people and is awarded degrees by foreign universitites
represents the literary men. The ape though unable to write,
can recite the peems written by many great poets. /ith the
help of his secretary, he produces a literary work of
undistingushable genre in an ungrammatical language. But
Gobland claims that his work can be understood only by

learned men. 2esides, the ape is a heavy drinker, a cheat

and totally corrupt. These base characteristics of the ape
are implicitly meant to refer to the personality of the literary

critics,

Professor Golja in Yeregefu ALbeboch is given the physical

. 7

description of an ape. de is a professo:

]

of Amkaric who is in
every way pedantic but despises the artistic heritage of his
country. Golja's treatment of the uriversity students is
described as completely unethical. Concerning the professor's

use of language, one character in the novel says:

11250 /3107 hacT K181 hacTy
AMPL T ANt 2712 TCLNCT hACT
AAU Y Ate NPT helNe ::44

The hmharic of ome of the professors

!Goquj is the kind of language used

gj some who are fond of eradicating

it; thus, we laymen cannot comprechend
it,

In so viciously portraying the litcrary menrn, the author
Seeris to be corpletely blinded by his hatred. Hdence,
although quite entertraining, his viewpoint has no

correspondence with reality at all,

)




2.4, Moral Degeneration

An article on "The History of Prostitution in Ethiopia"
states:
The coming of the Italians, who included
hundreds of thousands of soldiers and
workers, thus inaugurated an era of
extensive, highly developed prostitution,
the legacy of which continues in Asmara,

£ddis Ababa and other Ethiopian towns to
this day.45

The sprcad of nrostitution as a calculated means of incone
in the necst-colonial pericd holds a substantial place in the
fictional works of Abbe. Through Jeizero Abebech, in

Yeregefu iLbeboch we are informed of the rare phenomenon of

prostitution in Addis Ababa just before the Italian invasion.
Ueizero Abebech was a victim of this rare phenomenon at the
time, The difficulty one had to pass through in order to go

to bed with her is described in the following way:
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Since there_.were not many prostitutes at
that time boefore the fascist take over:’,
any man who scught her favour | that of
leizero Abebech ] had to wait for days,

She was afailable after quite a long

time through persistent visits and go
betweens, after she had received a fat
lamb, butter and white 'teff' through

the back door.




But, when the Italians came, thc situation changed:

SANTT NI NAA SN+ NHT NP S K eMm 2
NORL NAAT K84 155 Nhag b5 o9 n1Q
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Pl sad T
WThen the fascists came in, the number
increased from day to

cf loose women
5

day; therefore, she [leizero Abebech
was no more cons idered a rarity in
prostitution and in selling 'tej' like
the old days.

Thus with the coming of the Italians prostitution became
rampant in the towns and continued to be inore so after

independence,

The novels reveal some of the causes for the spread of
Prostitution. One of these is the re luctance of pzrents to
control their children. Parents feel they are modern when
allowing their children to go their owr ways. For this reason,
three girls in Yeregefu Abeboch who were earlier schoolrates
open a bar at MNefas Sillk

and end up as prostitutes.

Abbe accuses Zthionian society for degrading the sanctit
F y g

of married life. Marriage, he argues, has been reduced to mere

Pursuit of individual pleasures,

Pl

The prime Pinister, lelkeam explains the causes for
Prostitution:

SNC™P T 19NC he YD For 17CF 99
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Cf the causes for nrostltatlor , the
main are: the kind of marriage that
lacks discipline and the absolute
freedom given to this wicked acte




The narrator in Yamets [fuzaze admits that he married his

wife only because she was rich and she, in turn, was attracted

to him in anticipation of his good »rospects,

Abbe's novels frecuently refer to marriages between people

of considerable age differences. Rahel, in Zeltamawa IThite, had

been married to a young man before he betraved her by marrying
another rich woman as old as his grandmother. Conseguently,
Circumstances force Rehel to marry a dissolute old man who is

6 T A
> In the same novel, Rahel's father,

only fond of young ladies.
who is very old, gets married to a girl far below his age, after
the death 2f his wife. All1l these are ccasidered to be examples

of degeneration.

<.

The morzsl cdecadence of city folk is reflected through Ato

Tezera in Yeregefu Abeboch. He changes wives from time to time;

Bhares the same ladies with his son; and his latest marriage

,) 1
Partner is by far younger than his own daughter,.
o O

=y

Zxcessive indulgence in alcohol is another evil which is

shown to be commion in the city. Yeregefu Abeboch is mostly an

exposure of the spread of this bad habit in /Addis Ababa. Alefe,

the main character in Yeregefu Abeboch, refers in a monclogue

to the confused situation in Addis Ababa on New Year's Eve:

hAN KN AT /C90 N8ARTT 196 29AT
Aefl hh1e N5 TpdD "IMM hé§ Ag
Ui N8N h@ 115 29% ANN IT
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Ldéis Lbaba, 0, Yes/ 'hen one thinks
of you. from z distance, you cause
nostalgia. Seen from Entoto, at
seven in the evening, you are like a
real bright flower. But, how much
is the evil in you? HNow, at this
hour, how many drunken people are
Jammed in you ?...
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Although it is New Year's Zve, the majority does not

drink for enjoyment. A character in the same novel hints

that alcohol is used by the pecple as an outlet for their

various dispppointments:

®mp /hNLO 1137 hAD NNOG wadT, .
AN+ SNNAFE N2T AETO AT e
Npe R0MD:s we 8O TIHA eafr 204
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Alcohol . The bankrupt merchant, the
woriter orffenced by his boss, the
husband angerecd by hi wife,

o
Ladl O

the youth
betrayed by his betrothed,... the

unermployed, those who have roney but
lack happiness... everybody 8ips you,
guzzels you, b0o0OZEeS yOU....

Sverybody has 2 prctext for consuniing alcocholic drinks.
The degeneration of all sections of the society is mirrored

as reality. DNight clubs abound; bars are onen the whole

night to scrve young a=d old.

This lust for drinking is nct limited to the peopnle in

the big city. In Xeltamawa Ihite, the narrator casually
the

refcers to a small town where town folk rush to 'tej houses'

and the villagers to the 'tella' and 'Xatiiala! hcuses.5
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Geremew hrs witnessed this. He has
Seen people who sell their grain,
butter and hcney arnd idly drink in
the little tovms, and consicder it

a sign of modernity.




Thus drunkennessis cousidered a fashion, a mark of

'civilization',

£bbe draws for us a picture of a scciety which gradually
is shiftins from the traditional values of affection for the
family, devotion to friends and resmect of guests, to
indifference, jealousy and suspicion. Traditionaly, children
are responsible for supporting their parceats in old age.
The young generation, however, nczlects this responsibhility
driven by the competitive spirit of the new lifc style. The

narrator of Yamets Nuzaze condemns himself for failing to help

his poor family because of his selfishness.

The high regard that Ethiopians have for their friends

is shown in Yeregefu Abeboch., Eut this attitude towards

friendship appears to be changing as observed by a character

in the same novel:

ANHT ULATH h3CN T 8n 19F o7
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Host of thenm {;rq/’jealous and hateful
of their closest friends; if a friend
steps ahead of them, thay, more than
anyone else, become jealous of hin,
and if he lags behind them, they
humiliate him,

It is nart of the traditional social riores of Zthiopians
to be courteous and helpful in providing food and shelter to a
guest, A person traveliing from one place to another may call
at any village for food and bearding and used to be welcome .
But this kind gesture of hosting strangars was fast changing
even in the countryside. The following words indicate why

pPeople began to beceme suspicious of strangers:
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He [&eremew has witnessed this: some
thieves, after asking ¥helter in God's
name, steal and escape in the night;

thus unlike the old times, it is
becoming frightening to treat Gocd's
strangers with hospitality and affection.

Most of the novels cdeplore the degeneration of society
and thejll-breeding of youth. The author is narticularly
pessimistic zbout the younger gencration. While driving to

.

1s suicidal death, Alefe, in Yeregefu Abeboch projects the

r
o

tragic end of his generation thus:

"QoHL ANNPTF Q17 §49Fw dHL OM £F
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"The flowers of today, the fruits of
tomorrow" "The youth of today, the
leaders of tomorrow." Fiowers that
have fallen before fruition; flowers
overrun with flood and cut off by hail.
A1l that hope, all that exnectation
came to nothing/
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CHARTER II1I

3. Concept of licdernization

The Italian Ooccupation proved tc the peorle that Ehtiopia
must civilize or perish. It inspired the ed:cated few to
transform their backward, feudal countiry into a modern state.
Literature thus became onc of the organs through' which this

arge for modernization and ration building was expressed.

Foreign influence, however, was not the only cause for
the progressive ideas that started to appear in the litcrary
works., The oppressive socizl systen, the baciward culture, and
the prevalence of soverty stirred an atriosphere of change among
many Ethiopians. As a result, many ideas conceraning the
country's path of develcpment were thrown zbout and discussed.
Zthiopian writers, on their part, began to taclzle this question

cf modernization in their works.

£bbe Gobegna belongs to the second generation of Ethiopian
vriters whc carried forward the banner of modernization in
their works. The social system that the country should adcpt,
the reforms in the educztionzl and religious spheres, and
the question of economic prozress are all zealously dealt with
by this author.

His novels that mainly deal with this subject are

Alliweledim, Melkeam Secife Helibal nnd the historical novel

£nd Lennatu. Concerning the relevance of And Lennatu to the

contemporary period, kane says:

In view of the fact that Abbe Gubanna
is also the author of the political
'novel' "Allewwzalladm" (I will not be
horn) which wzs banned for its caustic
allysions tc contermorary and probable
future conditions of Ethionia, "And
wennatu” may be considered as the
interpretation of Thecdore which comes
closcest to that held by most members
of the educzted younger gencration,l

P
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Indeed a serious study of this historical novel reveals

the ideals of its author.

3.1. OSocio - Political System

None of Abbe's novles considers the necessity of a total
change in the social system as a means of modernizing Ethiopia.
It is not the social apparatus but the corrupt individuals
within it that arc comsidered responsible for keeping the
country bacl:ward. According to Abbe Gobegna the political
System could stay much as it is; TWhat he considers very
important for the country's development is the gendincness and
good-will of the people at the secat of government. The hero of

the political novel, Alliwelledim, for example, offers mo

particular checice as regards the form of the gcvernment:

NE NP AOPIP:: TM4R ATHH A 5Ch/
NPNC NG5 wAMYT »C 2N TP42 ATHH
MINLHTH PTCH/ NOH UN4eT »an 7
TP ¢ NTHH /MENThal/ ND 4242 Ugd

1.F ®w g nITHH ANt Ah+1CAT ZAHN
AR TG AN T NATFH @4 9F Qam 4

ANTHH /8@ hell/ 180 ANTY N0 ToS
BT ABHN h %G oAhe hwyd @ Ahe
TR D:: AHAT NNQA 17 AP ®1E © Ty s 2

I co not believe in names: Monarchy,
Constitutional Monarchy, Aristocracy,
Military Dictatorship, Democracy and
others you may mention. All can be
good so long as they benefit the
people. All can be evil so long as
they oppress the peonle.

These words suggest that the author has more faith in
indivicusls rather than in systems of governments, or
Organizations under which they operate, They also imply
that the momarchy, the then political system of Ethiopia,

Was not the major obsiacle to the country's progress. The
same ideca, the belief that there were many kings and dukes
who worked hard ~nd benefited their country, is reiterated by

the hero of 2lliweledin:
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A men is evaluatecd not by his titles but
by his deeds. Being a king or a prince
is ro calumny. There were kings and
Princes in the pest who did a lot for
their country.

Emphasizing the decisivc role of leaders in safe-guarding
the welfare of their people, Melkean, the author's icdeal

Prime minister, says:

Nthe NALY TH AP AH Nthep ®49F
NN T NATT €NPr NAL SANTT T3PS
2N+ %MD 4 haUl't D% ANbhHN [/ /%

If citizens and specially leaders do
not heed the nceceds and feelings of
others beyond that of their own,
particularly in these difficult times,
woe to the masses/

And Lennatu utilizes the past to comment on the present.

It reflects the author's strong belief in individuals who
could be the champions in modernizing Zthiopia. In this
novel, John Bell, 2 good friend and advisor of Tewodros,

has this advice for the Emperor in the choice of individuals

who could administer the people:

AP Q48K ATD 14N TB %150 e
eNe? AUTLTB Mo %m3NA:T 2579
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AR K1AR 4 BT NF D 52




-

° o 36 o0

What is needed now is to select versons
JHO are concarnsd more about the affairs
of their country than their own znd who
are fair and hard working....  The people
then can be guided by good laws to be
promulgated by your Fajesty.

Through the words of John Bell, /Abbe pronocunces ais

I
"
o4

th in genuinely honest eople for administrative posts.
g P

o

¢ structural set-up of the government is of seconda

ir

3

ortance in his thinking.

Abbe is unecuivocal in the removal of corrupt officials.
But in the process, he stresscs that no blood be shed. In

Alliweledim, the army takes over power under the leadership of

General Jafercs and kills many members of the old regime. The
hero of the novzl, however, consicders this a barbaric zct and

explains his preference for a peaceful settlement:

AL SpeTI0 H4 ACE 17 AL, .. SAAD
1 2349011 WP 1T 1098... AP AC 2T
Nhe OCQ 9170} aABFY numv @ NP G
NAme %C AI85NP YO 336

“hat I hope for is avoiding the hard-
hearted policy of 'let me kill today
and be killed tomorrow'... Our future
world rmust be a place of reconciliation
and peace, hbestowing on all a wholesone
livelihood.



The novels warn against the importation of foreign
i gies.  Any adhorence toc the corutirist or the capitalist
roads of development is condemned by implication. The hero-
Prime-minister, Melkcam, when asled in parliamenitt which idecoleogy
:

1e country should acopt, chooses the middle path:

Ne RNt @ Y% NH TP9P 905A hHU® ;
NAE NN 0@ 178 aAd AdeQ SATAA:

Taking the middle path szves from
severe contention., It, moreover,
enables one to stride forth in one's

own beliefs and objectives,

The prime mimnister is a christian; ' yet he expounds his
belief that his government is ready to borrow ideas, even
from the communists, as long as they contribute to the improvement
of human life.9 According to the author Ethiopia should have
its own ideology but with an opexr door nolicy to what is good

frem hoth th

(0]

capitalists and the cormrmnists. Here, we find
Lbbe's belief to be contradictory because the ideologies
Zoverning Capitalism and Commmnism are in sharp contrast with

each other,

Abbe Gobegna's ideal government is comprised of a two
Party system, onec in power and the other in opposition. The
ideal set-up which could enhance Ethiopia's modernization is

reflected thus in Melkeam Seife Nebelbal. it the top, there is

a king, who is the head of state. Then, there ic the prime-
ninister, who runs the go§crnmnet. Melieam in this case iz the
Layyour Party leader who has becn democratically clected. :
However, hic activitics are scverely thwarted by the party in

opposition, the Conservatives.



is considered to be unrecliable
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for the country's developrient. In his warning agai
X g
ro

existence cf only one party in a country, the he of
Alliwveledim says:

dH N1217 1QTC TG @] +73
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® 378 Ahd F hde Fry 27790 194h FaA:

I have repcatedly told you that unless
the peopie s ug*le in unison to
safe-guard their benefits and their
rights, no one politiczl organization
alone with a definite program can pave
thz way to progress and prosperitiye.

3e%. Educationaland Religious Xeforms

RePoln Jducgtlonal Reforms

—t

Ethiopian writers usually ascribe some of the evil
practices in a mocern society (smoking, youth delinquency,
alcoholism) to the spread of education im the country, Despite
this claim, however, none coubt the fact that »roper education

is the salvation of the cocuntry.

ILbbe's works ewmmhasizre this need to sorecacd ecducation. In
Alliweledéﬁ, a journalist aslts the unnamed herc what is to be

done in orcer to imprerve the life of the future seneratione.

Cf the twenty points that the hero lists one is:

A2 NG N8N N8IA &M1T AhNND
A1 RATCNTY aA® QM8D¥N K
on1T wYCH Nefdd h18e¢C

Mol 311




Nct to deprive anyone of at lecsst a
little educaticn which enables him to
I'now himself, his surroundings aznd

the world.

The largely illiterate masses of Zthiopian society can

broaden thecir vision and rid therscives cf their mental darkness

only if they get =t least primary education. In the absence of

this, there can be no way to modernization. Lecording to Abbe

each comrunity is to have 2 school with its own curriculum which

includes compulsory religious education in order to guide the

A ~ 12
Students in the ways of God, ¢

-

novel furtlhier explains the kind

@

The unnamed hero of th
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of knowledge that the students cught to receive.

aZFT1 N 2NN NeY §24 5T NEANES
AR 01 NCM Nahe§ 0 % TBG
AP T NFN @MY K 1808 WG 1P L RO
ML 1413

fo enable our chilédren to Brograss as

far as possible we taught them handicraft,
naturzl science, philosophy, art,
agriculture and medicine as far as

their capacity aund their nind

aliowed them,

This is an indircct criticism levzlled against the

Prevailing syster. of education in Ethiopia which was too

theoretical., True education — the search for knowlcdge=—

that is offered in the ideal community of the novel is

contrasted with the kind cf education that shapes self-

E - S R 2
entered and vain citizens. Abbe argues that ecducation should

be used for practicsl purneses axd for the acdvancement of
science and technology.
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The portrayal of the profesgsor in Yeregefu /beboch in a
way decries the czpacity of higher educators and researchers.

ie I University

D]

Golja is a professor cf Amharic at lzile Selas
(now Addis Ababa University), He got his Pli.D. for distorting

thionian history and the history of the Amharic language.

(o

Rather than doing his own research, he always echoes %Western
scholars. He fails students not on the besis of their
academic nerformance hut only when he finds them to be
chalienging him., One such victim, who usec to be a student

of Golja, remarks:

N441 AICF KIHU og 4% Ne% Lhng
TCLNC #E_] A0 NerF AACE " TN
NASD+D> HIC 12 ¥4 h3i74AT 2hd’
N129NAG NANTD A% M hy+14TF0)
ABNAD T epher/ 14

In developing countries, such men
like Professor Golja / are foreiwn

planted. 4s the old saying goes

'in a country vhere he is not Vnown,

a hyena ordersa hide to lie on',

suchi men spread ignorarnce in vhe

namnc of learninge.

Lilthough the author is biased zgcinst university
Professors, what he is trying to suggest is that no modern
Ethiopia can be built in the absence of rcal researchers and
educaters. The estzblishment of an institute of science and

technolcgy in Melkecam Seife Mebelbal is a sound suggestion,

3+:202. Religious Reforms

Fundamentally, the author does not consider religion as
an obstacle to modernization. However, the cicrgy £211 under
construnt nttack whenewcr the theme of religion is raised in the
novels., - In his discussion of uoraligstic-didactic imheric
literaturc, Xane gemeralizes that '"there is no work in Amharic

15

literature, which could be considered anti-clerical 7,



but further cepts that Y"the onlily work in which anti-clericelism
finds frenk expression is in "Alewwzll&dim" (X will not be born)
" o
nlo ]

iero-narrator cof iLlliweiedim believes in a Creator
whose ecxilstence is deduced from his works, but he informs a
cleric thzt he would not adhere to any religion before he
examined 'rl) sources of religion and read all religious boocks'
This belief goes contrary with the teachings of the Ethiopian
Crthodox Church which baptizes children forty or eighty days
after birth., Another radical suggestion is rade in the same
novel: that religious ecducation be free from the dominance of

18

any particular church,

3y

ihe othercriticis mentioned earlier is the over-
abundance of church holicdays. This has resulted in lowering
pProcductivity and impoverishing the christian farming povoulation.
Lbbe suggests to follow the example of Emperor Tewdros who,

in And Lennatu declarcs that the nurber of religious holidays

must be decreased. © Similarly, in lMelkeam Seife HNebelbal,

the Prime Minister's development plan consists of the =bolition

of most of the Christian holidays, fibh: farthermore warns the

clerzy to stop wrangling about petiy religicus questicns and to
<

start working like other members o
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the government,

3s3s Economic Developuent

hAs regards the economic progress of the ccuntry, the
Stress lies on agriculture. slthough there is no indication
Oof hew agricultural progress can be achieved, it occupies a

Prinary place in Felkeam's deveclopment plan:

eoe NACT 3@ INNMOG vr?amg Ng> 1w
AHAL Mg FA F8g 1@ ;¢

The pricrity that we give to
agriculture is undisputable. Y
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Priority is given to agriculture owing to the vast and

2
fertile land of the country, 3

The author's conccern with agriculture and land use is

’

also reflected in Alliwelecdim, “he hero-narrator of this novel

loses his job in the city. Jith a few other friends, he goes
to a reuote part of the country vhere they cre=toan earthly

= Paradise out of the virgin land. The story's implication is
Clecar = the rich arable land of LZthiopia, if nroperly

utilized, contributes best to her econcmic develonment,

Coffce is the main cash crop of 4thiopia —~ its bigsest

farner ' of foreign exchange., In Yercgefu Abeboch, the author

uses 2 character named Zussien to cuestion the country's
denendance on thisg crop. Hussien had been a teacher before he
turned to become & coffze trader. Because of the fluctuating
Prices of coffee, he loses all his nmoney and in desperation
turns to deinking., Hussien speaks of coffee in the following

Hanner:

a1t @06 64 [N K12 ni1e mea g
Iet ®ARTY MM NC:: ATL AIC
PT UM% AU @403y 17 hid +4 %
10 W1430® A7t hSSH AN 4D Y
AATETT 203 QUNT @11 he Uy end
0% QU 1T PITS /BINAR HC M3
Viud ::24

You cursed crop L:offegj,’To cultivate
you like 2ny cther crop would have
been heneficial. But to rely upon
you as the mejor national wealth is a
false lcgend. Since our people do

not know how to cultivatec you, you
have become the main source of
poverty and evil in social life,
instead of being ths main source

of wealth,




Hussien further claborates the evils of coffee, First

o1 all, the cesremony ¢f coffee drinking itself is time consuning.
Sinccthe majority of the people are addicted to it, three or
more coffee ceremonies are held everydey, each carcmony taking
more than one hour. Thus, the amount of labour time lost by

the rural farmers is considerable. Secondly, Ethiopians who are
rencwned for their tough constitution, were becdming weak as a
result of coffee addiction; thirdly, the coffee ceremony was
turning women intc gossip-mongers, resulting in breakups of
marriages and divorces.25 Worst of all, many farmers were
abandoning the cultivation of other crops for the procduction of

coffee only. Pointing the danger of monoculture, Hussisn remariks.

h3e A1C AT NATS Agthr NNA Ag
®4am Yy KA2TT 17C @ %y t279
ded ::26

It has been repeatedly seen that it
is ruinous for any country to rely
upon a2 sgingle crop.

Industrialization, electrification and land reform are
the o*her major topics of modernization mentioned in Melkeam

Seife Hebelbal. Many dams 2nd Tactories are constructed under

the leadership of the Prime Minister. Banks and insurance
Companice zrc nationalized. Rural land is distributed among
the peasants and terant-landlord relationship is prohibited
by law,

These are vast generalizations without any scrutiny of
the details involved or the difficulties that may be encountered.
The author glibly scans over these issues ~nd has been
eriticized for being superficial by the intelligentsia.

Sut his effcctiveness on the uass readership has been

Phenomenal.
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Pest -~ colornial and pree-rsvolutiorary Ethiopian ®ociety,
28 reflected in the novels of Lbbz Gobegna, is a society of low
morale and decadent values caused by the weaknesses of different
institutions. The Zthiopian Orthodox Church, which was meant
to give spiritual guidance to the people is a stumbling block
instead. The clergy, wio are supposced to be learned are in
reality =23 ignerant as the congregation., Instead of aiding the
masses, the clergy are shown to be parasitic znd corrupt
always demanding specizl favours. These unprocductive apostles
of the church concer the rural pcpulation to a life of idleness
and znxiety scarced by sxcorvminication, ILioreover, through the
excessive feasting ordered by the clergy for innumerable occasions

the people are rceduced to utter penury.

in ugly picture of the church is drawn by the disparity
it shows in the treatment of its sabjects, for example, in the
different burial rites accorded to the poor and the rich. The
church is also shown to he always hoctlicking the ruling classes.
By preaching that sccular leaders are God-appointed, it turns

people into docile sheep, incapable of rising up against their

Oppressorss,

The novels also depict the miseries encountered by
Ethiopians because of the corrupt administrative and legal
institutions. The feudal lords and the bureszucrats always
demand Lribery in money, or inkind, or even in physical labour.
The intricacies of the articles in the legal codes, which are
incomprehensible for the unlearned majority, are manipulated
by the courts as delaying tactics and for perpetrating

injustices.
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The effect of modern ed:icaticn is another aspect thrcugh
which the society is portrayed. During the carly post-coionial
rericd the goverament encouraged students to Join the newly
estabiished schools. The illiterate feudsl lords at first
resented this move. But upon sceing later on, respzsct and
Priviliege being accorded to the educated, they arose in anger

and jealousy.

fbbe's emphesis, however, lies on the misdirection of
the aims of modern education. Since it was utilized for
speiling the young generation and ignoring the relevant
traditional values, he had no nlace for it. 4 group of writers
before him, namely, Girmachow Tekele Hawariat, Wolcde Giorgis
Jolde Yohannes and Blatten ‘Geta Hiruy stress the need of modern
Z

education in Araya, Agazi and /ddis /lem respectively.

destern educated EZthiopiens in these novels are portrayed to

be the road-openers tou ternizaticn. In Abbe's novels,
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Bowever, the picture of the Bthi
cases deplorable. Half-baked. sch a
vViciously attacked. Lacking formal education himself but well-
Versed in traditional'cuine' schools, he had no sympathy for
cegree holders but without any grounding in the native

disciplines,

The detericratior of umcral standards in Zthiopian
society is another major concern in Lbhe's novels. Prostitution
is shown to be wice spreading because of thz indifference of
Parents in propcerly looking after their children. Alccholisn,
cunning and cut-throat competition are also shown to gain
grounc daily. But the real causes for this state of affairs
are not properly anzlysed or investigated in denth. The
author is cognizant of the evils of Zthiopian feudalism but

vague on socialist or capitalist set-ups. Unschooled in

eithoer system, he focusas his attention on individuals in ‘key

Covernment posts to cure the ills of a society in transition,
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L government functions under a definite social system,

2

The activities of a goverument official are, therelore, governed

.

by what the systen an official acts ntrary to

the needs of the given

reguires. If

olitical systemn, he iz doomed to

dismissal or to other worse measures. f£bbe's concept of

niodernization stresses the ncaceful removal of corrupt officials

from ths state apparatus. This was utopian. Jhat was needed

that:

fundamental change of the whole socic-political systen,

smanded
Thus,

Wwas mor= than the hopelessly defunct regime &

although Abbe's concepts are filled with progressive ideals, we

&

find ther unscientific and contrzdictorye.

Abbe at times

long as it scrves the

scems to approve any political
the

nct all Holitical

system as

goo¢ of masscs, fact 1is,

the needs of the

ot

hewever, th-

Rasses. £t other times, he drears of an ideal Ethiopnia with
s

two political parties 1il 1 society. 2ut
bourgecois ideals are the very values that he so strougly attacks.
Thus we understand the author's enthusiasm Tor cheange, but fail

to understand what change he stands for

o~

was a crcss-oreed of two charazcters in his

Llefe.

The author

noevels - And Lemnatu's Gebreye and Yeregcfu Abeboch's

Like Tewodros' warrior, Gebreye, Abbe wzs a determined

loyalist to king and couniry. Like hlefe, howcver, the

realities of modern Bthiopian society with which ha could not

reconcile himself frustrated and killed him. 3Boidly did he

fight against the corruptions of the oid regime., DBut he was

unable to corme %tc tekms with the changes that he, more than

any Zthiopian author, helped to bring about.
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