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!:BSTT' ;. ... CT 

This thesis on the ryortr~ya1 o f society and the conc pt 

of mode -nizction a s r2flcctec in J.bhe (~obeGn 's novels 1.(\S 

four divisions. T~lC introci ctory ch ::1.ptcr d ~ 113 with the 

pur.od. _nd ~et~od of the "t·dy. It 0130 inc_u'~s a br" cf 

bio~r~ ;y of thG autnor 

The zecond and i.:-.ird ch~pters conta in t.he rna ~or ?ortion 

oE t}~2 st-.ldy . The ~; urch .::~:n C: the Pe ople, F.dninistrction 

e.nd Litig: tion , 2ducf' t ion nnd tnc :!:n-tellig llt."i ~nd horal 

Degener'l tion Qre the four nS-'1ec ts of A.b~c' s portrayal of 

society p~esented in ch~pter two. Tho third chnpter shows 

the ~ut~or's concept of ~odernizilg Ethiopia . 

attention is D~id to the kin~ of zcci~l sy ~cc favourc 

cduc.::ltior·al :l.:1.d reli~ious r .f'or :is and ,Cv lOLic ?rogres • 

The concludinr; ch(~p tcr summarises the ",.in points th t 

are disc· ... ZS0d in the .~Iain p~rts of tne fJ" .udy (~nd evalu:- teD 

Abbe ' s conceots. 
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T T'"'·,.. 
.... '/{_a.J ~o e=':prGSS t:1y '-.e~rtfcl t tluu;2-::s to .:iy "ldvi.cor, 

j..to -esfl've G.css:::.::;se, f'or !lis r.'c:ticulous rec::lding ?nd use.ful 

I _xpras~ my de0p sense of grctit~dc to my f~ionQo 

nnd colleaGUes for th0i::- co .ttnued encoilr"zcnent in My 

efforts to 'Jroduce this rcsc- rch. I ~m ~_so era~eful to 

Tiruyc Bcrh.::-.nu 'for giv:i.ne rr.c v::\lu.:lble inforn:~tion concerning 

the author's biogr~phy. 

Fin~lly I would like to express my indebtedne3s to 

·'Toizero Ati tegeb f .... l ~neh for . -"vinS typed out the thesis 

'.'Ti tb much c;::r0 2nd p2tience 0 
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c a APT Z R I 

101. Purpo~ of the 

Abb", u:)-"e(':':-. ~l:-.S'. !?rcl:'~ic writer 1'111 c :.ne on-:o the -scene 

i. .. t~, recent "")~s·:; in the :'·li.:;tory of ~":'1.':"opian Ii ter~ture. 

~:is poem.:;, pl~Jc and r:ovel'" wl-o~ ich :-.a \l c;r€at i~:pact on 

~t:lio?ian life End .:;ociety have now beco:e p~rt of the 

\.reas<.!rcs o~ :8t':liopiaz: li ter~.ture 0 ·Concernin3 the study 

cf the Ii ter::ltu.ro of -::_c pact , "rah~,.' .doueh zt!l.te:::: 

The crit~c in sit ated i~ , istory and 
subject to ~ __ ti.c ! intor' ':;':.1 ~;.~ ,ss''.ros of: 
.··s t:' ... 10; but 1'1i8 spcc:""'!l concern ic uith 
~i oJ. ::rary h~sJ.:oryo 1 t is C':1ly cf' this t1'lat 

o c~r SpC:'l!'" ~,rj_tl el't"lority; i'.::ld ,,"0 has a 
do~b].e d'Jty in rel~tion to it. First to 
:~e.~."'ltC1i-;;. the Ii ter~+ .... re 0= the pas'::; as c.. 

part of presGnt cxp€.riGncc; <:lnd seccnd.y 
to .:;ee t~e lit0r~ tur3 of the pTc.:;e~t ~s 
part of the continuous historic",l proccss 0 

lIo critic 0:: presc:~.t Ii tor"", tc<rc C"ln <~f:ford 
to ~e unaware of tLe ~cct.o ITo critic of 
p~st 1:' ter'lture c~n ax'ford to be umn:"2re 
of the presc:".t . Tc wri t<:. 0:: present litera turc 
without ml~rc~osc of t~p past is to be 
werolya journalist , ••• 

!.:t is ",i th tIle n .. n~renens of t.his f~c t th~ tone C<::-illO"t 

nOZloct to ztudy the literary works of Abbe ~obe0n~. Co~nizant 

of the f"'c t -:h~t "t.r!lh~ric literature i::: very rr...lch par-t of the 

CuI tur~l life of ~oQern Zt;:&iopi ,,2 m"~d th:-:t "Et:'liopian authors 

Clre stro?lG:Y conc3 .... pec". Hit: C! ~o.3tions related to th'3 future of 

their COUI try ••• ,,3 , the ·.;>ril .ary purpose of this rcnet1rc. i3 to 

ente,'blish t~c i:ajor concer::1S of t!w .:luthor - the portrayal of 

pos'l; - co1.Ol~i"1l .~:t'(~ 9re -r c~,01,'tio:lary .!-thiopian .:;ociety and the 

Tliri ~cr ' G concc ... t of noder~_iza tion
Q 

'::1: t e diJ:'E' rent 

re;Je-:rc or 

Only, :':-or, tt r t~ n :::lC -: 'ler r.;cnres , ".:he n ovel presents a 
P.:'!:r.-ticu~:'\r ccci 

... . 
... 11. gs 

.I<~rt":'c"'..1l.:l.i.. ~ir:J0, :lnt.. it is cot:11,i tted to 
It 

.3 they ac tt~ ~ ll7 7rc or ""ore; 0 • 0 0 " • 
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"'i is st.' Y ,....,i~ht 01 res :;"rc ers who w·ould IL-::e to deal 

uit th otr 0 1: ter~ry for ..... '" by the se=-~e ~u t hor or wi til the 

stY.ictic featur0Q of the novels. It is also ~ oped t_a t t is 

st'ld. r h elps to r.eve""l ~·.Qt lies beneath the ,1;eneral r ... C'l of the 

novels ~nd to ercb_c us h~v a dee~er insig~t into ~bbe 's 

liter~ry art. 

1 . 2 0 

T: i. ... study i::; : ... ".S0· 0::1 a close scru tL y or ei2;~t novo,;;ls 

';'rittel"! "y J.o1:>e Gooegni"' . T~c nove:o ~re stu~ied for the specific 

purpose of <>::::erining t" .e~r soc i~::' por '.::::-,oyal -,nd the em thor IS 

-n ~is boo~ entitled F~ct in Fict~,n, 

::1oc1twell ar.:;-I.lcs t~lc..t ~rr::..tc:-r . . Lr:es!J"'.ri'::'y rs1'le;::t t·-.eir o-..m t.; .e 

Nne this "is th0 jU!Jt:'''''ic'1.tion for usin", t._'dr fic.A.io:.~s to ..;tudy 

the ~':1ct!J of thzir society, 00. " 0 5 '~! is "".r[;Ument rests or.. ~ 
solid f'ol..lnd~tio~.'l when one l()o~~s into ·:"110 Ii ter".ry tr--..c1i tion of 

2thiopia g Los~ ;.!,thiopia __ novelists ~rc enr.;",,:-red in re lectin:; 

t heir societyo = __ fc:.ct, es I~olv~er S.qYS"oH proper epprec":'at":'on 

of' t he oodern Ethiopian lit~ra y scene cen be g~i ed if one 

relates f'ictionc:.l \-lri tins to societyg ,,6 " .. hus the atter1pt here 

is to i~vestig~t,= wh~t l..>;ht in shed on ~.e nociety by the 

nov-·ls . 

But the i:;lfo!'~ati.or_ C _0 looks for in C'. ficti T!':'ll wor k is 

not explicitly £It'.ted in the S~I:1e -.,re..y P'S e. historical document o 

ene ... ct od of 0!Jte.bl":'shi~'r .fe.cts ':-ro· fictional ltlor .. :::.s is poi!'lted 

o ~t by Hough : 

It 1U ~ be c:.dnitted t~1a"!: lite-.:lry critics 
often cer1ve t~air i~forn~tion ~~olt 
h~3'oric si~J~t~o~g a l cost a~tirely 
froe 1 r" of "'ic tion; nd i:~ t· ::king 
t!! out t e tr t1:.f-·l. ess of CU C!l i'lor'rs are 
oftc .. t}-e~~:forc ".rr.;uing :':'1 f1 circleo.goA 
Lruthful uictur. often ~eveals itnol_ 

S !J C. by its co! ~rz~c~ . ? 



~, ct:::; 

" 

of t" ~ 

o • 

"'" ·'r" .1", .... J _ _ .... 

c 

3 

c r"'f .. Qct.:o~ s c 

• • 

.ccorcin~:y , t~i:::; rsc~rc~ ~~ys 

::..:.~ Z:·.C .sOC:.,; t~1 . r~.t.~.C· 
-···-t~ .. :::.!,.~C f J .. - C!o 

'3:' 1.... '1. ..... v:..or 0 > 

... C 

r 

1':." ~ T i te ... 

oJ C 0 

"'-y .)~ 

c"':~rs 

- .. .,..: 
>oJ 4_ ...... 

-y 

CZ) -c t .... ... ~cn, 

~ .. 
-~ 

:.n 

.·1 :.C 

.. ..:.0 ::":'o'J. ,,',c' 

'- .... te.30ry , 

- , ' 0:4. , 

~~ could be ~c~ievo( . 



· . 4 

f -n aut. or c n be u~derstood fron his 

:ric tiOl1:' 1 ·TO .... }(:S 0 Conccr.,ill[.; thi::;, ~li~_"TC1=- Gt<».tc:J , "'''or the 

st'ld .• t 1"~ .~ish~s to use li ter:-.ture as a ,-ey to the suec:"fic 

V~lues of ~ period or culblr~l area, ~ e poi~t is to discover 

th", a'..l J'hor' sinter tions : -;h t .~C t: .IS and persons .:!I.re supposed 

-b e, who to '.)e -""'.1'.,... "':"1e,,10 ":' .J. . ..-: ].' '1 .... ~rt·ic· '''' r''y eV1' ... e· ... ~ .. l,r].'~" _.~ ......... - _ _ ;."e:. _ . .I.'A _ \.:, ... " V. " 

cor; stantly i::l".:errapts l'1.:"S story anc £'la ~e::; comr-;e::..ts "," i~_e narr~ ti:1[;, 

Tht.:.:J the rcsearc~1.er trie:; to diGcover the int3r..tio. s of' • e ,-uthor • 

.. xc ~!?t ir- vc::cy fc1tT CaGCD, 10 ::~tl3rnel ..-ror" iD i'~c_uc"e' in 

"1·::::..8 .... r~ist:!i-:e ir criticisr.l ~;o ci.t 

e r";.CC:lCC ey~ara.::l to t':le '!ork .1~ .... der CO~'1.S:"C~"L p.tion .1'-':le9s the 

a:r:::;uen\...lt re~lly :::-e~uires :..t.,,11 ~ver.. Abbe's or1!!'~ cO-':.e:.tD in the 

?he i".::.c t that -,ll t",::-. /·.!~r. -ric novel;:; :yroduced by t:1.~ '"lU t. or 

are i::1.cluo.,e ia the resec.:rc~l s~lOuld not cr l)Gtte t. C '\-,rone; :i .pression 

that it would nake t~'le D'tudy l::r\.l?orf'icialo 

novalo a r e ex~nineL only ~or the tIO sryaci ic~ ?Ur~ODe~ -- the 

portrayal o£ society anc th<:: ~~t~or ' s CO~CG~t of ~o~er _iz 
..... \, en . 

KoreoV6_ , f or the s~ke o~ clerity the ~ov~l~ 3~ve been "ividec to 

focus on s~~cific sub - topics o 

For "-xal.lple , the at Idy of the chure;, e:1.o tl e people i£: m')inly 

bosed on Idi~ Lev, 3edel , 1.='.G. Lenr:.a tu ~nd 1.11::"velecio. 

rer e4ef'u I.beb_~ an'!. Go'bl"-rc! I.C ;..JGr::)C',ri1rT Tot,· co tail': Dir ilar 

tr~e •. os of '.ldmi":li~tr.:ltior.. e'l'd Ii t:"5~ti on . 

~ost of t1.C dincassio nn edlc ation ard the i~tcllige~tsiQ 

is 

"cal with 

the or 

~n . ere or 'chc study 0:': t. e r.':ut'hor' ~ cO~lcep-t 

of' 110r'err.':'- t':'on. 
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It should be noted however, that each topic is not 

strictly licitcd to the corres~ onding novels as classified here. 

The tOFics coincide l~ rtly each other and are discussed from various 

an "'les in the various n<,;vels. For example , the themes of a.dmini­

stration &nd litiGation are discussed in Idil New Bedel as in 

Yeregefu ~b~~ or Gobland Achberbariw Tota~. 

Exce~t for M£lkeam Seife Nebelbal and Gobland Achberb~~ 

Tota, the setting of all ·the novels is ex!;, lict -- it is Ethiopia .• 

Kane's comment concerninG the settinG of Melkeam Seife Nabelbal 

that "no one viill seriously doubt that Bet-el-fa ' os rer resents sort 

of an ide lized jI.,; thior ia,,12 is true owing to the kind of institutions 

that we find in it. Although set in an imaginary country Shaloma , 

Gobland ~~ber~ariw Tota unquestionably refers to the Ethiopian 

university ~rofessors of lanGuage who are very much looked down upon 

by Abbe Gobecna . 

* 1 . 3 The Author 

'.mone the Generation of wri ters in the decade and a half 

or so before the Ethiopian revolution, there arose a much talked 

of writer, Abbe Gobegna . He was a Folitical essayist, a ~lay 'riJht, 

a poet and a novelist. 

Abbe W~s born on the 19th of Sene 1925** in Gojjam reFion, 

at a ~lace( c~lled Korench Abo in the district of Bahir Dar. Hi~ 

father Ato GobcGna imbaye, who is still alive, earns his livinG as 

a farmer with a fnirly ~ood income. Ato Gobegna has eleven children 

from different vives of which Abbe and an elder sister come from 

the same mothcr, Jeizero Yigardu Belay . 

----- .---
* All th~ information concerning the life of the author is 
told by his niece, Tiruye Berhanu , who lived with him for 
some years. She is now living in Bahir Dar • 

•• All dates referring to the life of the author and his works 
~re in accordance with the Ethiopian Calendar. 
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~s & c~ild , A'be ·tt8nd~~ & tr~dition~l church school in 

his vil12~e wit r rigeta C~ssesse , 1~O is 3~id to ~e'l0 loved hi~ 

_ ::'C <:. u "t"or then lIe'0t to different places 

in Cor:da_ rcp~·. l~ ir.. se rc"'l of f:lrthor n~Ol-rlecge in the traditional 

sChools. TIlers, "'1e: is said to 11.cvc st~<iiec' G.a '·.ez , 'quine' ~nd 

:·:.2vinC &or.e -.:: rouch "t:10!.iC schools, !ie Cf C1C b.:-.clt to 0 is 

birt. pl~ce ~nd served ~ ere rs n ' V~ri3cta ', a tr ::.. tio~ al 

t~=.chero 

'l'hc~ of !1.:"C o>;om -?lccorc! , Iw decic'.ed to oi"1 ~ odern sc'1001 

::.nd ~·le-;::l:. ;0 ~.:ln._,:!."., Gojjar, r~eio:.'1, 1Thl3:::"e he ~tt() ~_d.ec1 up t~ \£r!lcc 

ni:: . 1.1. -:hnugr. the:'e ll~S 1'10 o::-..e he c oule'. at::lY vi th c.r.d rely'. 

upon i:_ rodd:'.s ibc.)"., ;.~Jb(3 s'ldden~y l-TC:1.t to t: e c£'._ it;:i ':n se:::.rc' 

of "':Torz . ~<'ortur.ata.ly , 11C cot .~. 'ob in the. It.lr..istry of Inforr.: ... tion 

and later in the Einistry of Health T ()rc .:8 wor!:eu ~or n total 

of sevep- years . Bis ni·-ce : !oizel~it Tiruye Berhanu is not sure 

~'Theth~r he contiaucd his studio ':; darinG -t ose ye~rs, but s e says 

th~t she o:1.ce saw a c~rd wh:.ch certified thnt c ·.~e.d co~lete 

grLde twelve 0 

For e.bou t fifteen yc~rs, 1.bbc did n0t hpvo a~y pcrmane.~t 

job and sustained hicself by the sIc of ~is boo:s. Ill. 1970 he 

went to 3a~ir DLr , very ~e~r to his 0irth pl~ce , a~d bocao e an 

ase~t for the moles~le dis t ributors of tha tex~ile products of 

a factory there. 

-n Ychntit ? , 19 2, ~t the ~Go of ~ort~ seven , ~bbe died 

in J.ccis l::laba. 

f~Dily ere very ~~~~ d~st:3SD~d .t t .is . 

!1:"::1 a DO:;''!. ~nc1 ... ro dSl~ ... h~erg o 

hb~e aas left 'ehind 

J.ir:.l, 

tO~l.:)r( s t 

bb . ' D "liece, s.:\y::: ::h~.t her .l:,:c_e lln.s fru .:;tr.:lted 

aC UDGd to drir.lt a :!.ot .. nd i.:; 

1T-.:J fron,;; ';i th hi.." b e us\.:d to seq , "I ~r.l o.dy conce.<:linn­

~.:rsc~f'; th t is t" 0 1 ly lOy :.: c~n liv· 0" 
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i~bbe was a zenlouG Christie:n; ..., a yGt he ~l"mys vio?e::.tly 

used to say , varc un;>roGuctireo T:l'~ cl' :.Irc::. die. _.ot enc 0'. r~:;e the 

f~r,1€;rC to wed:::; it rat. ~r 1:orcac: lts 3:lo:ec t.s to s e •. d their 

1"e:'llth on ..:nneces.s,ry faa-:,::; "".IC ~ as ~0r.14ler.lor:ltinc the cad . 

It.'..cic Ifl~GU-.g , 0·~r.ctio:"lal tone :L~d cC'1.S-t.::U1.t cri"tici.::;r: 0::: the 

dc~~nct rc~iocappeDled to a l~rJc nucie1ce . His politica_ nove:s, 

'," dcn .:..:. ~;)articcl~r rO:.lsad n 03t 0:: the cduc~tecl yout~ of t~'le 

His cold. ~ d constc::~t t';):rac::-lcy to expose the corruption of 

thG oppressive re~ia 

exile in Gore, Illu~abor region. 

eftcr pUblication. 
One 0:':- his bool S \'T- s b2lli ed 

hb~e Gobcgne c~y not . e clas.si£ied D~on3 the best of 

Etriopian ~lri ters 0 de lr:c!:.::; the s~dll of C!0vclopin~ ::;i tuations 

I oreover, 'is ··rri tj.rfTS c ont .in 
too nuch propal:;~nc!::l 0 H~, in .short,. lack~ 

literary Gr ~ceo "'he~'efGcts -f':ly"'..>e t' ~ res' It of the author's 

lach: of for:1~1 .1.i t~r"ry 8C~UCC'l tion ;~c . . ~.s 07cr -eagerness to 

eXpose t~e re0i~eo I"Tev~rt!1elass , i.bbe r;h~reB the sane zeal 

'ITi t l'"! the be.st of Ethio;>ian ~.ovei~.::; ts for c 1!a:-1rrii1.~ t~"l society 

el d noderniz'ng the cogntry. 
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C :' APT " ~ II 

2. 7he Portr~y~l of Society 

2.1 . The Gh~rch ~nd the People 

T!.le role thct the Sthiopian Orthodox Church pl~yed in the 

life of the soci.ety raC-lrs frer.uently i. the nov~~s 0:[' ! ... be. 

"'" 1 .1. 'la c ergy, wlich co .sistcd 04' very infl\.l.ent":'al ne"- bern of' the 

society, .0.d .::l ... w.<!:rn been ~ s .)o:'Tcrful as t~e pol:!. tic,.,l aut; .ori ti os. 

Ir.. f - c t, t:lere -Ter€: eV,;Ll ti ..... cs T;Then the cLurc:l 1-ras r.1ore 

influentia: t~l£.n t" e poli tical L:::;, Qers • This could be i lie 

fro~ t: e h::is ':: ric,.l novel i.rLc Lennatu which reve::_s that one cf 

the c :::u::;es fo~ t!1d collcpse oi: 1-.::' ~g TeT/Todros ~.,C\s tt-c constant 

oPposi tio:-- ! e '~et i'ror.1 the c:lurcc . ':'he ch~.lrch rel.:ained strong 

even (urir.J t~e ]?ost- ltaliD.::1. L1VClSio::-l periodo The educationn_ 

back:;ro..l.r..d of: the priests, the teachi:~.{!s 0= the church t1:l.d the 

way it tre~te~ jtn fo_lo~ern OCC..l.~J c consieerab~2 pc~t o~ tle 

'''r . ·tines of Lobe 0 

rherie::;ts , W 0 ~re c~~nidered ~y the ~CSGen to be of 

2;r ",t learning , C'.re c.ttQc~-ed in the :'lovels ac i .... :.i terat G. 1:1 

~ dincussion T,li th his 2::c:" tin 1 f'r: en(~ ..... nd Q criGor , John Bell , 

;:lpe::-or fe'l')(rron cO:-l1ents on t~ e le~rning 0:: "the . .::thionian 

pricsthcoc':": 

• •• n'-T/ ~ - T q i 1', .i 1.1 q~1.8 1 (1.,' (]V R Cj: qaq £ 'Tfr 
m cP <e(1 ~ l' (JD 1 hfl..pi n ~/l ~ 11 qo {) t <f b) : h ',C rf10 

1Y'OC::: <fCl Zn!')tr G1)t\ l' I ? •• 

• •• t i U rl .i 1 .1 n T '/-(, Q tr f 
rp 1'70 r 9 J. :: 'l, n 1 11 .11 .1 
h ll~ I .1'! I -;0 ltJ" t\ "9 ell (1[)f]) 

nn h 1 9 (j OIJ rr : : 1 

f"¥lo "1 n n t 'f C t\t) 
e,Rt,5fr~:-
!117-:-:l n 1 

J /-L<11 rr:-
1i ,)!,.1 
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I 
Ge""..tccl prieEts i'lnd o r_l':G .-rho reac Gee~~, 
~ !.anr;u ~ g e t~::'I t th:ay do"l1' t 'G1.0W , ::'.nc'. "rho 
.::.::"e u:"_l'I bl to "'ri~c, .::.r" ple~:ti ..c-u 1 in (''..lr 
co ntry. hre t.ese aloe t v be co~o~fcred 

• • • 
2xc _pt Lor t~e c~'. rae tero of '~he ..... 1 )habet , 
the:! C t!":e DriestG ~r .:r. ~/T nothi~_g of the • Gecz 1-. -)age o l~t , they .ra! and cIant 
, G ' th lno e c''''' .!.,.., .,.,1 <7 o~ J..-~ eez; ey a v pr:'l _> .LJ.' ~""I;.:","" _ 

".Irhich the L:'acsec 'r'1 ir;norant li!re 
-t!~ er.ls(;.lves • 

T- e fa ::: ero - "'ccorGin -ly , pro •. 1i=:;es Jot~n Bell t':lt t t' ere 

';'Tould be no pl ..... ee in ""thi09in !'or GU,,~' pZ':"€cts ,~nd c: :,c_cons. 

But ti'le Eilperor' s hopes f ..... iled to .:!ater::':;-l:'ze .'!s f..bbe cO!l .... :.nues 

to ~ice t_is sn~e criticise in .:.=:; novels de31i.~ w~t~ ~is 

c o:. ... te::lpor:ry society o T .... d '~IT n~...lI 1 ..I.n , ..L. . ~..t. CW ",;;:;,,~ , t~~ ignor~nce of 

:-:es : itelT , ,:/' 0 i13 .~ e f~t~~r c o n:fcGsor of t~'!e ajor c'larc:cter, 

is explained fro~ the ~u:lor'c point of view: 

• .• n flu V [T Q 'i BIJD) q L } T ) 
q If I (]). ) C1P 'i 9//0) Q.U no, 9 I 7- ,. 
~9 .Q Cj' i ~ ~, ~ (') r :: 2 

tn I t(I)o h [n , 
nC1iJ9'1 <?(J) '?i H 

H" t"'1., ill:.teratc • ."'05 :::'itl'1W l"T nt<-d. to 
conL Ge t e poor r1f.1!l who ~frc>,s eve:>1 n ore 
illi ter '" to t' - r. hin in Ge(e~ , a _~111!U. ~ ge 
tha-t nri ther of thei:! Y..ncl'r " 0 o. 

The ~ther co~-cssor che~ts ~is ~hr~~tian son oy uttering 
I 

~ f'~w word.s i::> Gee~ \d t! Q CO'l le'tel~1 (~if:f:)rent v0rDiOL in 

AMaric. ~he : cSl3o-:.ge~s 0-'" the 0hurcI: W'10 ",re !Ju~ .\.)o.sed to 

tecc~ and lead t e ~~~iGtiQn Do~ulatio~ re ..... 9 ig~ r~nt as th 

J J.beboch . 

':- is Doin.L is ..... lso -:1e ltionec~ i:'1 7ercf"efu 
- _. y 

• 
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c i('··~ornn.ce of the cle!"::;y, hO'\lrever , does not :i?rev~:--'t 

tlcm fron eyp_oiti~~ tIe laity. T e hivh1y 'e:&nding priasts 

con~i~ r it t.~ir privile ce to Ie servsc better than oth2rs in 

c~"y :!"east 0 Thous 1 the person who Ci ves t' 0 ~ee'.st .:lay be poor, 

he ':::u::;t , in any r::.y , -I'ulfi. the ¥ishes of t e priest!1ood: 

() h V CJ oj< i, n f J() (]D m ~1 b) q. l' e. r aq Q.e. i 
q 1'()ciD Q I (]} :: m () h , 1CD :} C C, h "/ 1m ~ 
n i.Q. J rld. ;) J 61 :: CD (1"1' () I rf. n J h.te. fl 'TID-
n i }JJ J Q,UJ ~tl :: CJD ,(jD flu, r\ I C (), n c 'I'Q 
}JJJ (]D ~,e. T q () n 11JD :: 4 

:t is custor~ry to Lnk& a special 
prepar~tion for the c1creyo :t ~~ 
essential th~t the 'tella' ~e first 
class ~nd clear, tl e ' -ot ' be ,repar ed 
fron t Tle LG~ t of a sheep aspecial y 
• illed for t~'lern. ~ ('1'1 ~1eat is 
indis", e':2S "I ble 0 

It is an accep~~d belic~ t~ct c~urc~ ~en arc 9unposed to 

ignore all M:'lt ... rinl bC:'lefit :':1.d pr:-.ct:"ce 2' 9-:i=:e~ce so th- t t-

disco =fcrt is cor~cns~ted for by eternal .1a';) i lo CSS 0 _ L ~ontr;;"ry 

to this , houovcr , .... he nove~s of j 1Jbe 9:"00; us t~~::\t ·:;:le te"'c:1ers of' 

t~is ~oct~inc ~ive ~riority to tbeir secular ~10~s res. T:e 

'.:!oGern priest ' IT: 0 b.::l~tize9 :::"3 ",ero in ..L.lliweledin is thus 

c.escri':>ed: 

Ft(]D CJ cern. in (lCD, I j tJ)., n e. 'in -: nOP .te.1i-: 
n n i Q 1'1' n e t"r 1 h ,(j cp,()J). h Cj {., r 1', j"(]).,g , 

~(1 T n ( .. , t;' ffi10 11 C q t() '? rVw u 'r h t t 
V Q,c,' hue. 'F n~.1 qn()m 9;)nhC f'lJTTCJD 
Inc: :5 

~ re is no mor cOJ1.ccrete 0V'; cence 
of the ocern prient with his c~lbby 

cc nd ')ulu':ng cr ~st , VT 1ich .nr'-:edly 
(i!Jt '.nv i h ~ir- froM tr.o tr.::l":'i tj.o:lal 
pr· :.;)3tO , "T 0 c !-.astised t!10ir flen' 
t. roue: .. ':C'.stin~, e~: OS' ro ·~o !~e"'t ')nc 
co':"<: , lorsi:ip .... :-c1 ':>rQy.r. 
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t i:.:; :fl:rtI r GJ:plrl ",-le ":'n t".G nove!. tl,-.:l"C the co: Af rtable 

if a of the prieot ':"0 at · ~-"':'reC! at t tW ~o;::t of' the l.::-lbour of tlo.c 

working :lristian opul~~~o~o 

T· e c}"urch : ... ot on2..y eXJloi to t' - _ eople through i tEl 

de,""·-:r:di:.~ priests, but -:~ so su Jj6cts ~!ico to poverty ai 

despcra tio~ cc;:-.use 0.... 4;1113 cot "_'Jl~_sh dd religiouo c~s to ~s. One of 

these i t •• c ryrovision 0:: _:..'pe!:'ci-.re co r 1r!emorG'!-tion reast Lor ~he 

nrrr~tor's e.ccou~t of ,is ~ackground 

s~owo th~t one of the C~US0S for ;~ far "ly's dinintagration is 

tUe ar'ount of ''Ie,1l-th spen"*: on the co;: r eIr'oration fenst for his dead 

father an~ cother . A ch~rqcter in the sane novel rakes the 

obscrv~tion "~:~~t the 1:10ney s::;>ent on t, e fe .:ls t could o-;~erwise hav e 

been used by t,'l~ childrc':1 f r th.eir education .. 6 I~ anot:;er novel , 

~r e1 tana'-Tc :hi ta , J..zene , the arrc tor, describeD the costly 

cOornenoration feast o f his deac ~C~ er: 

q h l' .fT 1 tH h C h h n j'11 
ncq9 nQ 1? fi b.1-7 OJ fT1 

qo 1 1HIlD m lnlf 7-1 Btl . 7 . 

The cOl1r·eLorcltior' fOP,st 0_ O:1r c1€.---d 
"'ot"l(L t~'!~"t coot .:1 gu~rter of our :f?:thcr 's 
pro~crty !~o a;::tonisbing~y ~ccC' !ished. 
ae l:T~O ... ' S not sa t.: ~ tee that cay~ l'{ou~d 
Zl"'v.:;r s~y tl."1 t .. 0 :!o!lld eVOL oe so 0 

T~ ... u"', one ~o" ... "- t'~ 0'-:- " t h' ", tI h 
.£ ~ - .... - - .L T E'. 2S Deen eCC~Ul.reCi :.roug ye c..rs 

of herds: ip is lavishly spent i. junt one d~y because of t e 
raligioun custo •• 

The ..l:thiopilln f.~r!1er , in pert;' cular , is shf'l'm by Ab e' s 

novcle to e the sect.:.o 1 of the society which su~-rers r-tost fror:1 
Such religiQ CJsto 3. T is is P l"cr ully recounted by the 

6 d story of a po r f.r~er called ~ure~ew in Idi l New Bedel. 
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G ,

.~ c'~en~ : ~_ .- a,")ic-. r • C Ciso ~ ce leQvi_ g nix er r;lew c F 2.J:. _...., ... _ _ ~ _ _ 

cn':'" dr' oro 1.s i~ '';1':-i t -'rere _:o-t e!1.ou~h b- rden for 'Joor 

'-""r '1(' " " 1.S 1. ['. • _ _'-' ,.. I' - t r cr: _-"er. .... o_~ , :r ~3 Bi-::8 i1T , OTterS hi to t,rive a 

or - so th-~ ~~~ w __ 'rn .' p , or ~ecl . re - ayer:..; . ~ .~~.... .1. - - J _ _ 

Ioly cOl:1L1union ~nc. al_ othcr 

fa hOle i~ ~eaven ,. 8 Though 

uerc!72Gl" trl.es _0 e;cp <'<::. n •• 2 ... __ .... , +- I' 's -"~_~::c " lt financial [;ituation, 1-:eo 

Oi tel'T insists th .... 1 ' t~,-c,t Gerc:-:tew :::;h ould prove ~\. ne l.0 

even by selling hi"" t'TO o::eno 

(') '1(J!) T 'f(')n l' (') H C {In j in flo q 1 'faD mQ} hl' b) 

~~ (')m~1' (')hl]~ nn~ (,)hl~ '1 ~,~ '~Ii 
n .. aq Ii 1 ~ m (') ::... (') 1 It 11 [ ,,(1 l' q C 1'n 
}JJ j l' (rn h ~({ ~ ~L i~:o. r)(') i h (.f(') t n ~5f:t 
h lit 1 q 11th? 0(') T r.n.7' h(.Q :: 9 

Half of the .?;rain '1T"1ic1'1 >'las stored for 
t e yeur' s sU~J[;iste:-1ce <':'1d for smri.ilg 
waa used up in a d~y's ~o~st of 'tella ' 
anc ' i~Jera'oo o ,Sinc) it w~s conp~lsory 
to sl1_pply t:1e c_er:.::;y Tri th {'resh ::'al., 

":!e"', t , -::ne of the ti'TO OJ;en 'f;:.S slau::htered 
o~ tho .or~ing of th feRst ~ayo 

'a lev'::, of Goc,' 

It is C_8~r to the rca ler thet the little property l':ich 

Could C've }:clped to sup ort t'te chilaren is woefully spent by 
the ch-!rc' , [; orcera 0 

Tei -:hbours ",nd relet:'~r0s l'Tho e ,rIier had 

dor..e :'..i tt2.e to ~l_eviate Gerer. CloT'S sorrow (;'1t' cr to enjoy the 

dAty ' s f~~st. l' us, the c lUrch · .. h.:'"c~ 01.: 3~ -t to teach t e :)cople 

to oe "-7;;"se and to help Co.c!'l ot~er at ti'":les of diffi~'.J.I ty , :'nstead , 

gO,~c1s t1-. e!:1 Ol~ to rey on e~ch othcr ' s '.:iscriGs 0 

'i'he lTealt: UGO , l up for t-1C CO':1:"'!el:1oratio f""'sts a:",3''lt be 

to!crab_e i~ o n e w re ~b13 to cfford it . Unfortun'1tcly:'n this 

Z'c, "\rd, -th church does not -ist:'.lC;Uioh be t .,een tI e rich ~nd the 

POor. Io-cov r, i stoat of ancc~r~Ginu t~o ec~le to work hard 

a .. - "1nl~e u .... or t ei ~ loss , t!l C~urc''l furt~er co~:!tri. JU t",s to 

the':r it: )overi::: ~":'on end id'" C!1CS ..... Y :...."'l'lctifyin •• ;;;bo"..lt t wo-t!"lir ' s 

of t_1C C ys of t 0 y~er rnc. • r0 ib:t ti • .::; -,. y forr.t of work during 
tb Co holid-yc. 
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D-lring t1-lo I :,C· 0:10 I' eS:.Y<'int I , priest.::: cou 1 C: stop ~ven a 
\" .. ole .r::.C--~ tinr:~ .)..~i71 ':-:0~y' d::lYs o 

10 
l.,.te r .y 0['1 . -- ce .• 8 e.s - --

ti c post 

~ic'1.~:7.:?,I}u, I I :'1.;lV;) e:ccc::,-r:ru..:.ic~to·· ::ou l ::l!1.d the .... ~rr.:;er has no 

c~~~co but to roturn ho.ao ~~S 3iteT T, ~ non- pro~_ctive ~riOs 

ncc.3;ed ::.~ t311:'r.C people TIv-:: to Co J.:. o :fork durin'" this c th t 

':....:?.y and f!"o:a -tine to tir:,e in i:iforning therl te .:;i ve co cmora tion 

=easts :'s the scoa~~c of t. e pe?s .ts o Thus, Gorcl'; . a viet'M 

of tnis order, finds it i " ossi" Ie to support his f3cily: 

h 3 65 q ~cJP r '1' 'i""5j n °/170 T () r (J'J T . I ..Q~ 
Wl ~ t. <i'Cir h 1 QcJP U'1' few. cJP m I Q U (J} If ~ I In:f'9D 
II C 1113 '/ h If ~ n II-P,. f 1 rO aq h n C n t) () n T 
AJ(J} l~OD ••• q In~(D. tn~ llcn Qaq9ft'DhC 

~ :: 1 1 

Of the 365 days ~ a yec.r , ~ro·c.bly 
;oround 200 of' t!ler' "'rc 'lC_:'_G<:Ys , :-nd 
c·~ristic . s -- '\T' ~:.d;h0r ric~ or =,oor­
obs~rve the~ for ~ear of =_ethe~~; 
t:1US , poor Gcrc;:'e'" 0 0 0 -four..d it 
i _;:>ossiole to realize D.:ty of .. is hones. 

~bbe's cor~ecnation of re"igious custe s w.ich discour,se 

prOductivity but C:lco~ragc e::rcessive f'eestinc ~.., t,:1C CC.v.Ge for 

the r.isery of t'1e prc('.o .. :'n ntly Iilroing po")ul~ti01 of t e coantry 
still rin~o true to this ~ay . 

J..!1.oth r e.spcc·t '~!1ere the no Tcl s o~ I.bbe criticize th2 
c ~rchis in tho uncquc.l 

subjec to o 

poor o 

C0rel.lony for Cx~wple, ic !!ot J,:-:c ca- e ~or the rich and the 

- is is 0 

.Gtor z no , co: 

dea t''l of ... io r ':"ch .oth er : 
on thc r<:: iCious ri.tual for the 
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q U fI jgO (J (Jr G1 cp (l~' 1- j ~r I'! C rl ary ill} (If-+ 
f'\ l' j"1 f q t 9 ~ 1 q ct'{] C /JJ I )JJ C 0, T 

rr i I1 :: h ') fl.s>~ ~ n n q H.9 f 1K 
f'\ T <P f Cf).fl. n r., 1 ~ qOil <P C ~ qpD n f'\ ")qu • : 1 2 

-:'rue, the nourninz QnG t?bsclution 
cerecony wt th~ deet~ of . rich .an 
tcken a long tine g ~he b rial rit s 
of 0' r !"'oi: er took tl e "T. ole dc.yo In 
fact, li~.C. Fetther een "Iresent , it ~'Tould 
have ta::e!l no les n tha~ t"T0 days 0 

The ri t1..laJ. i::; .... Ol1C ::or t.1C \-leal t~17 !::>ec ause '::hey can afford 

to pay ~ore. T~c ~uri~l ri~es for the poor , on the o ~"er hand, 

is c:.o~.e in .:l rus 0 Tj::.t-s, :.T:>be ar6"Ues thc:lt the ch-....::-ch' s pr~ctice 
here is c:e~~_y contr~ry ~o the chr~stian teaching that ~l~ men 

are e~ual i~ the eyes of Godo 

Tl;.e 'the of c 2er gy ::: .. d t:''1e rul:' .. _5 

the society :!:'~rt:'1.er reve,'lls the ?::lrb.s.:.: nature of th.3 c' "..lrcho I:1 

J..ac. Le:1.;:'latu, =~assa ' s :"ether, i ~i te[;cb , is t!:1rc-.tenec! ~y De,:azr~.::e .. 

L"ru C71d ~Sl~.:; f'0r a s"nc tU:lry in n ehurc!.. The p ... ients , hmT~vcr, 
be Ii tL.G har 'lppec:- Is ;;'t:!d .:;lo:r-ify t."e claiMs of t~c noble Governor , 

I~~ 0 Bec~use of this, 'jGisGro t.ti tegeb b=.anes t e pri 3StS for 

their 'I::f'O.l.r trea tr.1C::!t of j?eople tc \-1:'100 life has alr"'ady dei!l t « 
herd 7)10w : 

q~ hv (, l' <P ') q(1 mm. n.T q. fl h f t 1).t) r'1. C1D t}n-: 
q t I'll -: <P f q r.Q f'\ n T n.1 q. C1D l' 0/ oq tp ~.Q-
~ I ag Ii rtf Im.:: 1 3 

You, our clcrgJ, hnvc -!:hc ~a":> it of 
exalting the fortu~-t£ with flattering 
'1forcs of praiso while bel:' t~IL"G and 
reviling the noor. 
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T~is cOr.l ...... ent ' '-ai at the -:::lergy re~ars n t only to t1e 

Etniopia clerey iI', ':'e\,,-ocro.Jc ' !3 ~J ioc', b..lt also to those; 'ITho 

010nt, to "b' c ' s cenerGlti __ or 1-,1'1or.1 ' e wrote -"tis r..ovel!3. 

~nl~ss its i1torcsts ~re th 2~te_ed , the c ~~rch sides 

",:"th t!-le :Jocular leedern l'l~ et.:_or Ol~ no't justice is co~_e to the 

people. the ~Ot~rt conden~s the prot~gonist in 

J .. l:':"vTeL3cl:'m to de.?th, the ~riest s in turn , deny lit;} God's ac e. 
14 

Abbe acc~scs ~~c c lergy =or :avinG n~de the l eople co.~_e~cly 

servile to Doli ticDl ~u thori ty by ':0' chin['; thor,' to s ho",' abso_u to 

resnec~ to their ::pcl.llar mlers ,Thoc they clain are c esen by 

GOd. 15 

The church is gen0ral Y Dc cunc 

is :hristian i~ ncne only . It baptizes cl:il",:!"en :forty or eirrhty 

days a~ter ir"th but does ~-_ct teach ."lcuI ts the ten2ts of +.' e 

r el iJion whicr. it tnrns as " mysterio'ls" 0 16 t.bbe !"1alilifests the 

ou tcoae iro=,:',-:::~,_ly: a lon g eriod of' :"asting is follm-rec! by the 

I!.aster foazting -"hich is celebr.::ted by ::;l~ 9.' .. t, e~'l.nr; l::.co.!.en 

cattle .. 17 

Thus , f.?:::De's n.ovels shOT us a soc:"ety given 0 er to m"' lal_choly. 

fe":r and :"s~or;;:nce brought -:bout by "the c~'1urch .. T c charchl.1en 

exposed the Da::;ses to these evils by ::.akins 'l:':1e:" u:::produc ti vo and 

2 . ~ o ~ivil t.W:iiniatrc,tioll ;)1"_c. Lit iga"tion 

?'~esc:'1.J.;eC: i...'l tllC: novels of 1.b~JC hel~s us to e j , ore acquionted 

with the society i the pr -revolutionary period .. In Abbe ' s 

+ ' ~ :1.1: e , the c'uties of t.e b·.o i:_st it!.lt .~ors ~'lcre so intertvTi"1Gd 

In fr'.c t , in 

sor-e cC.se::; , it i ev n i1 cssi 1e to ifferenti;;:te between t~e 

roles f t ,.,.ov _rni. g nd th 'ud:',ci.:~l bod:'e9 .. I:1. 

for ex~nplo, 'TO :fine' ~ au )-(. iaJ'ric t dni:::listr.tor i volvi!lG hinself 

in ~ c~::;c v1 ic ou .::;h-t to b t. , court ' s co .. CGrno Tl e ree90n ,"Tas 

becausa in fcu( ~ ~iopia, a chief ~ov~rnJ~ ou' 1.od a..; chief 

justice ~::; ~ell in . is di~tric . 
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':!he 1 I,l ~ :~c~ '. ! ~ O ,:Ju bliG:-1CC. ~or t'1 ' sccor.d ti:-1C in 1 97 l1-, 

Abbe :'1':. 'lis i ltr(';( _c· . j_ c~_ ,..~ 0cl-,ref3 t. ·. t t 1€ rotten Cld!:1ir-is tration 

f ~t" . • . ...' ~ '" 1 ., . cd or '" ~.'.'.1 e C"'.u : c. for th"" o ~ r :!.op:1.e C" ... :1.1 [; '!_ L.L 8 ue <::.S5:":3 S "') cr~ I a... ~" v 

G b"rrasin[; situation i w!lich the count!:"y ',rt" S ir'l.. :!0rs0d. ~xplainin0 

the t he> \ 'T<.I" ccn.ncious of wh-. t wc:.s 0oil'1~ 0:'1 f'ro - the beginning, 

q 1illu'lA ..., "n 1~.Q [ ,.J~A l' (JD(JD b')h 1- q 1t. r 
'7 ~. (" '7 [ n. t fI A l} Ilqo h 1',1,', .']) ~ Ii i H T 'JJii D C 
i n [ :: n J KfTI"1 i r CD.Q OJ ..., i iJJ r }JJ ~, h '7 n l} 

n l,)qt> {ll-+ nH- i')n'?'. 6 'I "If 1 C1 n h ft: f~ 
nA 'lJ "l n}'1'1j"9i> h ;,O ln16, f)crv. A(fD(1"" ~ lh r Jb'.l}:: 18 

I w~s able to obr:c.':'~re the s h o , tcoMin'"';3 
of the rotten '-'(lL.ir!.istration. ",hen - was 
in the country:.:lice 1 beginni"l['; fro;, the 
,-,ub-dis i::ric t levGl. Later, ;-[hen I got a 
gov rn:ent job as a journclist, : 
',Ti tncssed :- any .nhc:meful e.c ts cor~;:i -.'- tod 
~y hi~h r of~i~:'als. 

Abbe adcr: th?t yT:'laneve:- he ::;f)t tho c v'"::ce he cx~csec~ t~is 

roa_i y in his nevoID : 

qaq e.UJ? fJD ~7 C\ e. i r -/ ~ in [? e.V GD 1./ 'r..., 
nao ~ Ii r lIn n. ~1 AGO '7 A f) a Q-tl n J m(JD '1 1H. 
l}(). (r.Jri[ 1£,Y() ::19 

Jar: there ;_P-.l (If.l''cncc tIl.::l t -·ras not 
beL:; CC!,1t:littcd? I _:le.-r t .is ?l.ld 
v:hanovc:r I got t! ~ c :larc ,:: I }. <"vo 
~?n t~y:'ng tc xpresz 'y ideaso 

Accord:'ngly, 1.<;> ref:!.ectz a soc:'oty br()u~ht down to poverty 

and dosp':::ratic~l • CC-I --0 of r:l,':\ladnin' ntration e.nd in hwticc at all 

levels of the hierflrcl y botl in the r'.lr~l <:-rc .. r: "':-ld urban centrec .. 

In tha co'ultrycide.n, t ez-e is 'Y""t~iya Dagna', th n.e:'r;.l!Jour1}O(l 

. .-udCe , '\l'l-.O is n ~pp0int ( c;overn"'n·~t re"Jrcse"'tative o~ ti e s .. all 

vil~.n.:c ~Ot'lt:1u • .i.,y. 
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T. vil_ACG uc~ac ~_e CUC)OCCQ to sett_G ei9)utas among 

ce:1 GTS of -(; __ .0 COt" unity i:-.. n ") CC":--.l: 11.7, GO thr,':: the villagere 

10.L' :let H['9<:C their ti c by 50i:-15 to ~:.r..:hcr '?uth"rities in town. 

:Jut , i:::.1 re'''' ity, t!:ese .;'c:...:ce ~rc :::e be..;ir..ni:lg of the ladder l-,bich 

h'" s to be c_i!:11"'(;;d by the pc..or ~f::"::'l'1Gcrc. The villaGe j".loGes are 

SICl'l i::.. ..;ivinG Gacia': ons bccC',-1.ce of t"TO ~ 0QSO s: :!'iretly , 

they hev~ to - e brio ed; 9c~on.!y, they Ghou! ~~~e ~ll ?rr ~ecent3 

So that the ':li3hcr G!uthori tiee can h. va t:~c; :::;~ri1e opportunity. 

l-bbe exposes this :::'ne c:ui ty in 1(i1 Hew r30dclo 

2crc~cw's ox is ato!un ~y c e~.g of th~eTea. Gere::1ew 

appeols to the vill?r;e juc'ge , Gra~racb Jenere , c~rryir..[; "'~ th him 

::l bottle of I ;~a ti:- In I ec thO'lt hc -1.~y be :favo-.lr.::d in ret..lrn. ?O 

Bu"'; Sraz:-:1ach Je:'1~?'e (the -:lar'Je itsc_f is inc'ic~tive of the begirmin"" 

of bribinL) states that the ~esc is beyond ~is cQ~acity and refers 

it to U.e ~lis?:1er cmtho:;.-ity - thE:; sub- distric governor . The 

vil1ege ~ae~e is nc..t iLc~peble of settling the ~ispute ; ut as 

the Grazl:lach hit:'1s e lf rGlUc:r°':s , the hi..,.hcr au t~lor:' ties do not allow 

t: <J vill~ge juc.r."es to Dettle the dis .utes quick ly: 

••• 1l1 1?aq 31'(13 
1nc <?tWJ1' 1(1). 

n"/I"') yoh1'1 CDc:~ 

~ '7"1' Il (]lUI jc: if> 

1/ C i 1 zV / 
1 H h 3 n ~'<JD m /90 

o. 0 :-~. ff.:c t , "lTe vi_lr:~[;o jud,:::-cs are 
supp~sed ~o sttt:e Gisputes o out 
i~ w( ·re found doing ~tiG , the 
sub- ~istrict gcvcrnor will not 
to~e ~te us . 

• 

The sub-district ;)nd " istric [,:ov ernor s and othc'- menbers 

of this bure,ucr cy aro thus reluctant to giv e decisions on the 

disputes refe reO to th n by the villa~e ju(~es. They consider 

it their rig t to benefit from the country folk includin free 

pbysic 1 lubo r. is oint is rnention~d in the co ~es sions of 
.... 1. r ,~, 22 
... e . ..:..::;m~.~e..:~:.;::s:-.....:.~u.:::.::z:.::a:.;z:;:.:::.e and is the f:"bric 0 1 th story 
i :-. Idil 
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'1, ' n ve..List' s portray[il of' the backsroun of some of his 

ch,rect0rs r~vcabthe f~ct that a~~inistr~tive ~nd judicial 

burcaucr~cy in th~ co ntrysidc is ~a inly controlled by so - called 

atriots '1n me bers of the feud;-,), ruling C fJ:3R. Fit~wre.ri 

::izu , the sub - diatrict :!overnor in Idil N w Bedel boasts that 

he w~s a 6uerrillc fighter during the Italian occup~tion. Eut , 

we are told th~t in the guise of a patriot , the Fit~wrari has 

been a _ore cru~l andit to he vill-gers than the It?li~n 
::;'ascists: 

q crt ttl). ~ 6,.T I fll-+ ~-' ~1' C hn)l\9) e,n bl1' 
n I) l? 3UJ '<r1 h In? ('po -h C n ~ ?i ~ 1t 

ao h h.>". Im.:: r\t\ T n q(]l) ).Q? h q 1 rr n I) l? ) 
(ii).Qfl.Q{l-: hflt7 ao)IiT: l)Hrr) (j01ic'.~ 
,aqli Inc:: "hcn~l' 'I "i~ i Tn 
q nrrT 'I) 1 ;,n fl(')([). 9m'rTSID rT/f\9) hth.Q 
n 11) e,V) qgo fl Ttl OJ c: Ii lH I T )JJ/r (')aq ;11-
Q"Q. flm'r i(J) :: 24 

His ;;'i ta rrnri 3izu' s7 place is Cll'!long 
th~se bt1n~its, who in the n~ c of 
patriotisn opp~essed the vill'Ger ~ore 
t~&~ the Ita:ians . :e used to s~cak 
i;to the vill~C~3 ~t ni3ht to beat tr.e 
vill,gers cnd pill~~e their cattle ~nd 

neyo .-Te -.<;tuc.ll,7 le,r.t the ·'IOrGS 
"natriot I ?r..c. "frec: or." "ilile he ;,ras 
c~p ic~ti~_ tha ~ th04iii s to beco~e 
a s b - diatrict ~ov~rnor ,ftor t c 
It~lia~3 left the ca~ntry. 

In t .. € sa.Co :love , -:he J.wraja (provincial) !;ov-"rnor , ,.,ho 

is E'. DcjClz;nech 1-' !'e !-tis forefc:.t~1ers , '.'1<15 a patriot urinG the 

i~vAaion. But ~atcr Ie ~s po tr ~yed PS u ad nd~in~strator 

bcc~use 'to shoot I~th a:un nd to ~doinister peoole ~re hlo 

·iffer __ 1.t j b.".' 25 Thus , t. -so feudal governors cn pseudo-

patrjoto r h wn by .bbe 0 be the causes ror the unh-ppy 

lot of: t viI a era. 
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T h e rur~. l population -fe. S !.ot the only victir-: of this 

injustice nnd m la~inistr~tiono !..i e r. :, jeri ty 0'': ..lrban set tIers 

l"l€,re ;olso subjectcc to the sa'i.e wretched situqtiono ::n spite of 

the tr thful clz-iG' of thG poor, the feuc?ll court .::!lways favoured 

the rich 0 r..:.no cl3r.trn l charf\c tl3r in Yeregc~u J.beboch , 1.1efe, who 

is the reightful inherj. tor of his del.l r:1other' s wonl th, dema.nds 

his share by np~eRlin~ to the court Jgainst his ric~ ~~ther, Ato 

Tezerao 3ut he is un~ble to ':lin his Cf1se bec ,';1use of the time 

consuming 'muget', .TIC is forced to n~ke e concession to his 

26 
era 

Si~il&rly, ~he prostitute in Keltamawa Ihite tels her 

hrother t~~t she hGG two childr~n y a rich hJsband who later 

des ort c d her . She goes on to tGll him that the court of law 

f .'" iled to give her justice ~:-.d th.::t it cO),:,tri u"ted to ~er 

bacomin3 e ~~ostitu~e: 

/' 

q t\-;Q" T aq n Q 1 S 11 <f ,l h n qo fl c.. 1 n C :: 1 1 C 
11 hn TtJ)., nit C Q. n.l h ') Q aq r) "f') It n(!). CP(1}. 
n <{mC'C] naq~ 1,) tn9'. n,lr)jC] t"lf t, 
h~~~ n~li, nm h/~r)nQ.1 h~C]A~ naqA, 
LHr 1 l' t S (') 1H. <f'l S A ~ 'J. j <f ']) £ I V h n H ') 
"c 1f1"f h h. <fn t-, (!) Q h. <fn h ~ "Hl t. t jA ~! : 27 

I had triee. in a lawsuit to get SODe 
~limcny for brininc up t'iC chi:.c:.ren . 
:"ut, k:.~owing tl,.t ! could :'lot wir. the 

. . t" r- h - b ~ -i , su~ 1: c:g. ~n~; n~::l t. , er nun an ..... . ,~n('r 

f3-4rir.g the C:Gony of court c1c~ays , I left 
e very ~Lin3 out of de~ger~tion ~nd 
cbcid " to ge __ l lieuor and i':JY '.)ody in 
o~der to Jr·ng up ~y c . ildren . Thus , 
thoug 1 nfi t for oy o:lge _no [flY na turn , 
I str rte is sorr~~f I li£e w~nderi~~ 
from iosk to kios1:. 

• 
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"r€;cdor. ,~I:d justice in the COUI. try, ~s the protngonist in 

~lliweledirn 1 S it, ~re controll ed by money ard power. A 

icture or. this is ~iven in - ob~~nd hchb rbariw Tota 

of 1 r o the ju Ges rCZDec t the ricJ.} -. e, Gobl:::md, f.md look c.own u. on 

th ~::'.r fello'" hu • . an bein~s 0 ~8 The c' ildren of Chura Konu accuse 

the ape of illeu~lly tn~in~ tIe f~~ i :y's ,e~ltho h_though the 

c. ildre: are ::he leg" l ~_c'!.~6ri tora f the nroverty, it is hard 

for thor. ~o "Tin.. t l-_c ;::;l8e i::S"',:'113t t . _c '')rosperous .o.pe 0acause 

of t.e doliberat ~ ~el~yi~g mec~anis~D used by t~ ~'udscs in 

crGer to f vcur t~o ~_e. ,he c ourt of lau i::; ric.ic".lled as a 

tr ';;1'1 end :uatice f.lrc r. 'oc::eti at , not pr"'ctis ed. 

f..boe I Z nov(~ls stress ttl t the heo.ir spli tti:.i.G interpretation 

:>f the dz ;';.2:"100 crt::"c':ez of' t •. e ~ oc.,:d codes conf".l.zoc.: the 

il_it'3rc te .::nd. -"hu',ys pu.t tr c r.;c;. j ority of the :po:;mlation at a 

hc:::-eov3r : .... incr cJc:m toz , '1Th==-c 4 in the , trlldi tioncl 

Society used to be settlad cuic~ly, bes~n to a~e _onger 

)ec "'.U3e of t 1:le intric ~.cies of the ne"T cod"'s thus becorri.ng 

caUS0S for reGression r"'.t~er thnn ~or procress . 

In s:"lort , the no-.rels de'')ict a society c~a;:med by .::1 new 

:f:!nGlec, bureC".ucracy ~!id T'1 _ere justice ia the nrerogetive of 

the rich or hig~ governnent officialso Contr~sting the new 

'vit:l the :>::'0 , the poor fcrJ:1er , Gerer>ew , wonders w'hy legel and 

ad~inistretive ~~tters could not be facilit~t3d in spite of 

the i:;~cr£Dse in t.1e nUr.1bcr of reaucrate and the sryre d of 

:iter,~cy. His fri~nd fto Bisew0r , 

in ~n incre~se iu th 
to~ls Geremew tJ ~t it has 

only resdltee , 1:' ' +. 29 ndooer OI paraS~~1es. 

<oJ ~ucation ~l!..d th3 In·!::clli .. ;entsi~ 

The e"rl:r ort - colcnia_ )er::'.od doeD n·:; ~ar!::: t:le beginnint)' 

o~ mass moder~ c u c tic i .... t _ iopia 0 It vT<:.D G till a tine 

~T:1.el'l t. e young ye cr'1tio lh;J b-·ing entreated to join the new_y 

e!~cr0in~ schoolD and ~e ·~·dents tlat join'd t css sC1.ools 

proc ored cortu':'n ri lril ~cc co:nn!.rec: t t. os,," ... rho we .: to the 
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tr'"!ditioT'.:' _ cl ". cn c'10cls 0 .Then ~c :lp-oli·.;;d to ... in the 

Cover.'-, r:t sc: 00 , the 1""arr-::.tor in '{;::-·otc IhzelzC recalls how 

ple~sod the sc~ool ~irector w~s . ?~c school supplied hi~ with 

th~ nec sG::-ry ~lri ting CC" ipo0nt bee 'use: 

n 1-L9 CD t.1 qarCj]- n 1 C 
10 rI~ 4. r au 'Qau ? inc:: 

1tJo u C" n 'j 1 ? T I 
10q 6 h q tr'lao i c;­

ine : : 3 0 h q t 'P()ao m C:QCTr1 C n t 1f L 

I t was a -:i-:e \,1'1<3n oreiC;!1 educ ~_ tion 
WuS be:.:;i nir!.[;; tC' s'Jrcad in O..lr cou-.try . 
It ~ as .;1 ti "!e W:10~ t~li~ ~'C'l d.ent \,1'" G 

p~~pered to learr: ~nc was care~ lly 
t.::lken care of. 

/.'f:-:cr cor.1pl"lti..~g :lis cl~r::e:'ltc..ry Gchool ec.uc:::tion , the 

ncrz:ator Coo::; ';;0 l.deUs 1·.1Ja7Ja to join .:l 1:-oarc~inG :1.igh school 

'i t:. the 

i.'!el'T zc'-.ools , ;: new life Gtyle [;3"'$ incroducod . r£hc ccntr"-lst 

betFecn ':;~-:e tr:ldi tional <"nc1 th -:> ne ,r school :'i::e is deGcri e 

·to GO ~.nc. join th~ eovern::'!cnt school : 

1P"r'l0' 'i ;I~ nt)rI'f1C~9D nlUI 
n H i.,'f). or> 11)JJ r r'l nVj (]) c;- r'l 'r C(l). h h L) T 
,'A, n1 I'1n",{1l (ltj"ml"r'f q 9r1t9Dcnr 
GDbihrp 1H. .Q.C .Qnrr (){)(1 -: 'Pi., 'PCrpqo 

'j m 'P T n at} C n 1 1H. (i (l). S~ I 
tat} C n f"f en.Q. Inc n c,Q t) :: 3 1 

Hever n:".d . .y zan , go I Z''l~l'" not 
other yeu. Le t ~lonc no'\'! , a fir..3 

e och ~en t~o state t~~CG care or 
tho e _t~ and "~bsiGt~nca of the 

<lenta ore tTK.:::. C :.1. t:.e 'lot or 
....... Q t. 2 <'a -thcr , C! • ]~r. UG _d to 3en d 

Zar ~_.t..d vTidc to ~c ("~'- ir'3 
"0 .... nin~" _v. iZ" "':.e i.erc.. , old cays ~ 
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;ltho~S: Ie Geo ~.(t t~a Goc~ety resist~d to acce~t modern 

educ~tion i~ se~e nl, Go~e o f the nevels that 

uorler:., in - E1r"ticular , (:Tore not e:lcr::a:r:,,~~c~ t, join t~1 e::;e school3o 

-. fu "b ' _n .Le~ e.;;;e.l _ 1-• • ':)(:; OCi'~, ~ O.:'cL ~~:'.i ts ner st'.1.di e::; to be narried to a 

::'erch£:.nt , whereas :1er brot",er, .lere, cO:1.'tinues "Ti t!'1 his studies 

tc a ~ighcr :evel. 

secures the priviieGe o~ :oi~g to school , his Giste~ , 3ahel, is 

~ade to stay at ho~~ . "":.e beys in ~oth f~r,~ilies pursue their 

studies l'rhere:::s the gi:.. Is .:lrc not encoura,,:;cd to do sc 0 

T e traditional scho_Cor in 2t:'lio~lia .'.ostly devoted hinself 

to spiri~lal pursuits ane ~arely ro~ ered services to the secular 

leaders . But ,.,ith the introc'uction of ;:'loctern educ 2tioL , t:'OSl:r 

~.o could reed and ,~ite jcined govern~~nt office s t o become 

iI'!.flu-.:;ntinl !'leber", of the s ciety . j~ ' Fi tal'rr:::ri ' in I d il Ne,., 

3edel reveals the reverS8_ of situ~tians in society by 

ren:arkinG: I the penc:'l has nol" tp.~::en the 'Dlac e of the bullet 
I 

in ki linG r.en ! ::.1eversir:.g ',is 1)osi tion as a serv;:nt , the 

Ii te-~te .. a3 be c a ,10 a 1:lster . 3':> T~is , however, is a com!':lcnt on 

the prir"'~ry steee of tho Fhole 'Drocess of i::dividual \:l:nd social 

C~an~es brOUGht about fuy t~e npread ~f ~odern education . 

J.bbc in .'l~s no ;rels C!T..!est:~c s t:le end of oodern educD.tion 

and at ti,1eG boldly de~'1ounces it 0 i.zene , for ex~.::pIe , in 

XcI t~::'la"ra I~:' te in _ eSG:"n:"Gtic fror.~ t:l~ beginni!'lf; "bout his 

eC:u.cD.tion o ae de -bts if hi.:: le7,:..~nL1.G will em~ble >:"n to support 

h i s fa 'ily ~n serve the society ct 1~rGc o 33 The novels show 

that ~uve~i:e deIinNucncy is :e~erolly a result o f Modern 

educction in Ib~efs tioeo "'or cxo .pIe , the hero of lanets 

ITuzaze is tr~ 

evi.s aft~ h 

to Azene in 

ped '')y the :1 o~ ts 0: s[:\ol~in:; , a lcoh o l i sm and o ther 
34 joins schoo l o The S::lme tl-l i ng he.ppcns 

-------~-----------

( 
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lor e c;D. , a c huractcr in Yeregef\.l 1:1e~'Jch, '1;' 0 hcl~ 3 a 

degree in ' conor:1icn fr o m. the Univ ersi ty College of l ... . l . • an 

later r~ ievcs two years I couc tion in I.mer ~ca, .?l-..rays behaves 

cor.tr~r T to t c -.;00 old c'!sto'~s of Zthiopian. society. 

jealoas, i ~~=an , neliGh : 

n C (~ ~ n tn, 'J n q ~,Q. ql)J () m i q Hao ~ 
tIC]). nmCe ()CfI. qGlJ0>"1 hLJi aq,C;C]).,YD 
cn,(t1' rI{lC\'P, 3t'1t!i finc aDd.RIJD 
() C fI. n tl n J1 CJrj, ~ (D.' IJD i 1 C GO j'aJ qr> i (I}. : 35 

:;:n ~"'i.z vie~l , the "!.:>eh[1viour of a civilized 
modern ?;i:ln is:o cot:r.'li t any depr~ved 
a:.d inhun.an ~ct if he :finds it· eneficial 
for hie ~ne to oppose every thinG if it 
~:::; not <;dv r.lntn':;ecus for hi~ . 

c is 

rl'he novels red 'ce tL1C -:rhole ~~::l of t 1e country I s new 

ed cC'.tional Sys tCr.l to pro . cing ~ .:::;r o p of pe ople :full of' 

cozcna£;e anc prid.e N'~'lO a re 0 ~ly interested :"n the ccumulation 

of wealth. This eroup is po~trayec as a t"'1onstsr of' 

r.oderniz~tion _o!l .: S con e.-me c as a burcen on the cor.u:ru.ni ty, 

c;q>loi ti:<:; the lab".)ur of the ig::1'1rent :.oa[;ses . 36 

In his ::.cc'ress to tOl ~ ir! tell ic(>ntsia, Prim'-l l'J.:i~l · ster 

Iielkcarl cri ticizc:s t~e~ for usi!'lC i:heir learni:13 in order to 

s uppress t c people , in lhi c~ case t~ey becone ~cre substitutes 

of the old fcuc~l ru~crs: 

1YD eTc:.. n .., h t\f"Y'1' aD () J -; 190 <!..~ () at) () T 
qao ') m J co ~ [J i C]). ~J n 1lf q t i.. raq"1 T 
eaon()c;'t'! (\cf"1 t!Q,! q~()go h1i (l l ' fllf, 
n ~ T n n n 71'1 q .Tn n ~ H Cr n n (r 
f'l 't'm ~m Cj~:: ~lf"l Q iqo h1 .1'(\ "I nq(r 

.Q "I cflCP"T h "If{ 1'm 'l>m- 1~::,)JI')1'Lr Ot)(l r 
iC]). :: 37 
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I th:':J: -:1 ~~-t you c( ':'s; d'3r 0~ucC"tion to 
'c '" :' -"l!J 0"£ ::"so: Q1:::"':'6 o:'oso f f~'or.t t'lc 
c~sscs , ~nd :c~rnins to ~e en instrucent 
of 3::::!;>lo_·_tat.iono :)el!_ ~lites I ;::1 tl'lc 
p-::.st the : ... IJSCS r;;.: t:l'3 ~Jorld w'crc; opnres!Jed 
by ~cu6~_ lords and so-c~lled cristocrats . 
t,ne 1 :J\'{, C oes .:.t 1 c::=.n ttl::::::; you l'T2nt -:hem 
to be subjusat d ~y i:norent m~n 160 call 
t er:lselv0s learned I 

T e !loYels ::lIse ~.:'!iS0 other poin'ts Clbcut modern education. 
The h ro of t.~,l iwelediI:1 indirec tly disappro-..res of t~e text 
- ooks ~or ~e clci~s that they t~ac~ tre~chery, false heroism 
and other inpropcr v;'11ucs ~ 38 r~oreover , r.:todern education is 
criticized ~or ~ivine e~phasis to theoretical earning anc for 
cisreG~rdins k~ow:ecge acquired t~rough long years of 
pra~tical e~~eriencc o 39 

Al thou[;!:. ~·.e novel::; do nc't er)lain the c~uses, ~.re ':ind 
·the. t p(;op2..e .are e>:1ployec~ i:.... ~o~s ou tsicie their fielcs ')f study. 
:':ussiC:l, a c:':laracter in '!~regef~ f:'.)eboc~ is a ;:;r,:>c!u2tz fron 
t. e teac?:cr J.:;raL:.in,s school ir. "i:'.rrar, but cftar sor:"e ye3rs of 
tec.c:'lil.:; ~'le .,.be.11.dci1.s :1is ~ob to bocOL 8 c. coffee oerc''!ant 0 In 
tl-;e :Jnr:~ nO"l.rol, "e fi::1c.: ~. si',i ~ ~r case concerning a charncter 
called FGll ke: 

n~ J(]). h til}) t-n ~-yl} h 7;.t (1).9;" h 1 C 
Clroo1 ni/c ~e,f nne,7n qcqntC 
~) i") f 1t70 b)o.~ :: 4 0 

,,It .. o:J.,c:'l he aid no'c -'TOrr in "lis 
f~el f study, he otay ec nbroc.d 
for mor thpn 3ix yeErs And cace 
bcc~ with ~ casters ecgree in 
3cic.;l'lc • 
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~bbc openly QttQC~S Et~iopi ~ l~terary personalities o 

It see:'"' ... that the .;-.uthor hac. !'\ crud~e aGainst t1 e [lrofessors 

of' language 0 In t.e notes a t tt~€ ene of' Gob} and 1 chberbari,·, 

~, the author states: 

hI '1 ~1,Q f t\j(1).11fJO n tA ~ h.t I 1S h)JJ i ~m.£j: 
J c q t 9 9 H 0 (1).1'~. 7'1 AI qO!'J.f).1 q 'f 1 ? T I 
Q ?rL 9 I h IQ q h ?PO'.'J 1$ .Q lflP (1). 9 '? C. 0. 'f(J).) Pi fh.rt"ff 
~') 9 in.: h qm (). t.f/ 1tD- A?f/ 11& nn ffi.1' h fi: tc;' 
(lj' !)~ tfqom(!). ntCt elc;'(). ::41 

Sooe learned ! en, €s")cc ially those 'iho 
claim to have ~~owlcdGe related to 
.... ~.m'.':Ue,<;c .:mcl Ii ter _. t..!re 'O're! froo the 
))osi tion of hm.l teur t :let they as:::mae , 
unfairly cri tic:"zing the ~!or!:s of' our 
auth~rG who produce their 1-r.citinss with 
l'aximuc effort" 

These \-Tore's are a uroof to the at:. thor's outri ht 

dis~issal of criticisM concerning .is literary wor. .-e 

he:'d the .. 'Trone vie"T J.::hat it ... -as only a cr.a~tive lrritcr who 

could be a critic. This stub~orn attitude of the writer 

result~d in a strong ha~red of professors of literature 

.. {horn he r:.ciculed in tT.TO novels: - Yeresefu I.beboeh ane 

Gobland I_ehbe:;:-bariw Tota. In the intro duc tio n t o 

Gobla:~c f.chberoari~' Tota , t e cuthor explic i ty states his 

ain in l>rri tins the novel: 

(,A )lJ ~ ~~fh.fi: l"I(1). i t~ h TTbW<J If i q 16.. 'P C 
n(11.t f/~'i?1t!). n.Q?rL91 !} ~ Aoo J A{l q~h? 
hl'1l~ t\'(1).jTI Aoo~hC tl~~ A ~ : : 42 

I i pelled to Give a few words of 
n vise to "'Or.1E: earned r..en who have 
r. ither t' e prouer bockground nor 
t .. e na tur~l t':c',le":1t :for Ii terc tur.a , 
b t who try to ride on the bae~s o f 
author • 
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In t .• is no-,cl, Go l~l1df the ape who lear:1.s the langu8'3e of 

A~e ~aople nd is aw~rde~ d~sre~by foreign u~iversitites 

represents t:le Ii te:::-ary .~eno ':'he ape though un~"'Jle to write, 

can. recite the poens rri tten by l::any ~reat poets • Ti th the 

• elp of his secretary, ~e pro~~ces a _iterary wor~ of 

undist:'nr;..!s'heble genre j -~ an uneran::latical l~:nguaz",. Bu t 

Goblacd cl~i~s th~t ~is work can be understood on~y by 

learnec meno .. asides, the c.pc is a • eavy dYinker, a c:"leat 

~~d tote~lycorrupt. These ~ase c~aracteristics of the a_e 

are i~licit_y meant to refer to t~e personality of the literary 

critics .. 

ProLessor Golja in Yere~~fu ~beboch ie ~iven the physical 

c~escri..:>tion of a:l ape " ~3 r~e is a prcfassor of Akl~.aric w:.o is in 

every "laY pecantic but ~es?ises the artistic heritaGe of his 

country" Colja's treatnent of the uciver9~ty ~~ dents is 

ce.:;cribed as co.-:-::;>letcl:l unet: icel" Corcerni_& the professor's 

use of la:'lgu-'" o-e , one c harac te:::- in the novel says: 

q h I.Q ~ l-q rh) V h c1 C i7' h 1 ~ IQ. h oq C ~ 1 
A aq 'r 4. r q aqj1. q 1/.i 1 C ~(j C1" h 01 C 7j' 
riAl! 1 A t~ r: 9'1' r,\{?, 1 n 'wo :: 44 

~na j~har:'c o~ o~e of the ~rofessors 
'Golja] is ~'1.e ki:'ld of la::l;;'-.lnsc :!sed 
::>y sor::e 11"11.0 are fond of eradicating 
it; thu.G t fO _.ayt:.on cannot CO!:l:::n o~1end 
it. 

In BO vicious~y .tJ or'':rayi:1f" the 1i tcrary t'1e~, the author 

Seens "to ':>e cor:. lctely i:>linced .Jy '1.is ha t re '. :lence , 

a1 tl--ouZh .. ui tc cntcrtrcini._.: , !~is viewpoint .''lac • 0 

correspondc ce with rc['l·ty at -0-.11 . 
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An article on "T. e Siotory of ::::rostitution in Et iopia" 

stGltes: 

T"e CQ:line of the Italian.:;, liTho included 
hundreds of thr)Us::nds of soldiers -':'nd 
';'lorll:crs , thus ina !gurrted an era of 
a;=tcnsivc, h·ghly develop3d prostitution , 
t.e legacy of l'Thich cont:~nues in hsmara , 
~ddis Ababa and other ~thio. ian towns to 
t~is d~y .. 45 . 

T:.e spread of ?rostitution as a calcul~tec ~ea4S of incone 

in the ?Ost-co~onial period ~olrls a sabs tan~ia_ place in the 

r c tio~,!G:.l rorks 0:' Abbe.. T'rrouGh ·"eizero 1.bebec:l, in 

Yercgcfu .t.beboch '!"e arc in:fort:'!ed of the rare ~!'lenonenon of 

prosti txtioL in f; .. c1c:.is J baba jUlJt before -'-he Italian iZlvasion. 

!~izero Abebcch WqS a vic tic of this rare pheno~eno~ at the 

tiLe. 'i'!'le .i:ffic' I ty one had to pe.55 tl rou",n in order to :;0 

to ~ec'.. with har is ~escril ad in t~e following way: 

n H.51 'lH. [h ~ Ii n T CD i ~ n ~ 't' n 1-+ q h 'f(1lj n t~ 
1'1 '16 jr (I t) b', 1 n? • .• 1'1, Q- CD, Q- he rj 1tf)., L (]) Ie 
I'1nn;f'I! Aaqi11' qu 51.Q['7([)' Q'Q. 111' h],i h£} 
3 fl 1 n C:. q(] nlJ). (]I).h l' 1 r r f: q,fl.l1).:- i u tn£} 
f4:uCj n 1'1 n C :" q '7 n H 4Jo 1'7<P ncPC1D I) A II h I)aq~ 

nO!) I) h .Q 'Q. n q tm n r 1H. h At1.. n ).1) 1 n [ 
qart'7}T. : 4 6 

Since ~. :ret~lere not r:a!".y prosti tuteo at 
t' at ti e before "tr.e fascist take ovur/, ... -r 
a~y ~~_ W10 .:Jouet t her ~avcur Lt~~t of 
Jeizero J.!:>ebec. :I !~~c. to "T-it for ~ay.:J .. 

S e w~s a~ailable ~ftcr quite a long 
tine ,1ro' eh . ersistent visits all.d go 
n~wee.~, after s~c had receivea a fat 
l~b, tter anc w~1ite ' teff' t~rough 

the 
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But, Th~n th", I"talians cQr:1e, ·t. _G si tuatio cha ged : 

:'J}pn the f';:scists cane in , '::I13 nur.~ber 
0= 100s-3 WOi~~n :.nc ..... eaced fr 1:1 dCly t~1 
dCly; therefore, c~e ~Tcizaro Abebec~ 
ws no ~ore considered a rarity in 
prostitution anc in sellinr ' te" li~e 
-tho old d. ys. 

Thus with the coming of t~e Italians urostitution becaMe 

rc.r:.1pant in the tOl-rns and continued to be Llore so after 

independence 0 

The novels reveal some of the causes for t e spread of 

prostitution. One of these is t e reluctance of p~rents to 

contr ol their chi l<.:re::.0 Parents fael they are i.'odcrn "Then 

allowing t~_eir children to go their owr.. ways 0 For ' this reason, 

tltr~e girls in Yeresefu Abeboch ~.,' 0 "Tore eC?rlier schoolnates 

open a bar .2t lTefas Sillc and end up as prostitutes. 

Abbe Clc c uses 2thiopian soci ty for doerading t_c sancti ty 

of married "ifc. Farriage, he argues , has bee:1 reduced to oerc 

'Jurs!1.i t of :"ndi vidual p1c ,.:ts'-lres . 

The p!:'ine li'inister , L€!.kea . explains t!-:o causes f or 
prosti'i:ution: 

'?7/CO!).1' C; '1 inC hGD i~nn f(!). 
cp~'j }JJ i i '7 LT 'PC; 

~(l).~ 1j }JJ? 
jJJ Co; l '? ~Q (') (J). Jrl .JC; (') /- V 8 
'? tn m (l). ~ 99D i ~ i 1 C; TtJ).: = 4-

. 
Of t.1.(: causes for "?rosti tution , the 
rain ~re: the kind of marriage that 
lac:s 'iscipline ~nd th bsolute 
.freec'o:n g' ve.:.'1 to this w_' c ~d :.;l C t . 
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that he oarried his 

''iif only becaus ~ she ar~d s' ~ e, 

to .1im j n anticipe. ion of : ie ,.,ood vroc 

in turn, 
/'9 

",as attracted 

cc ts .. ~ 

bb 's novels frec1.lcntly refer to narriaees between people 

of consider?blc age differencesr -ahel , in ~eltarnawa I~ite, had 

been warriec to a young. nan "Qe+'orc "1e betrDyed "'er by r:;arryins 

another rich "'OMan cs old as his grandmother 0 CO:lsequcntly, 

circuc'st~~"cos force _ ahel to r .. arry a dissol to old l:1an who is 

only fond of young ladies .. 50 _n the s .:,me r~ovel, .1a""lel 's f"'ther, 

who is ve::y old, ~ets r:1arriec; to a eirl f~r 1:Jelmr llis ~ge, after 

the ceath"f :'s ";life;. 0 .11 tl-:.:lse ::lre cC:" .. si lored to be exaClplcs 

of degcncrationo 

The wor.::l c~ecadence of' city :fo_k is re;.flected throuGh htO 

Tesera L. Yere;;ef'u I ... beboch 0 Ie c:lanGes "{'1i ves fron tine to tine; 

ahares ~~C s~~e l&dics witl hie son; anc his latest ill~rriage 

t . b '" tl.. •. d' t 5 1 par !!.Gr 1S y :...nr younGer ' .~.:.l.n ... '11S O\"/!l aug.1 er . 

S;:eessive indaleence i-1. '"'leoh ol is <.rlot1:ler Gvil '-hie is 

to be cor non :n tho Yereyefu l.bc!Joch is ~ostly ~ ... 
<; •• 

e;..?osure of the spread of this bad hnbi t in i.c.cie Ababa. .lefe , 

tl'le main char:lc ter in Yerer;cf'u t~bebcch, refers in i:l L"loncloE:,-"lc 

to the con""'',..lsed si tu~tion in f.....c~dis t.baba on no\-! Year's 2ve: 

hq,n hnn h! .Ie <Pc])' (lsnn.7'i 1 Cj' ~ tJA/j 
~~" hhl~ ~q~ ~~~ ~~mm h(~ ~£ 
l! i(D. rLJ <r7'i (')(1). i tC;- .Q aq if h n n l} i7'i 
'jJA7'i:: 11 n(1).~T7'i nit 1~ £H"~? 
} \ V I 1H, 111 t r/ h C £ i f) n en" t'\? • • • 5 2 

I.ddis : aba, 0, Yeo/ 'j:.en one t''li:n.:::s 
of you ro. ~ G~c~a~ec , you c~use 
nost&l~ia. 5 en froe ~~toto , at 
:3 vc. 1.'1 the eveninG, you nre lE:e a 

right flo.rero ;:)ut , h ow ouch 
is the evil in you 1 fTo,,! , at this 
our, he T m~::1.y Or'·r .. kcr .:. eople ar 

j~rnrneG ~n you 1 ••• 
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i.l tough it is I1cw Y("~,~r IS sve , the r.lajori ty does not 

drinl1: for e.:-~joyz:- 8nt . j. C~1ar::lC ter in the z a r.1e novel hints 

't'.:lt nlcoi.ol is use . ~y tr e ;)eo. Ie as an 0'1 tlet f'cr their 

vario~s dispppointne ts: 

aom1' /<?hnc.@ iJq,: hAj'J). gnnm(]). lJ.I?~'i •• 
q() t 'gnnmra;. n~ -: h(?-~Q). Qhl1"Tv;' rc.CJDn: 
hjJJ? QQ)mJ).: )JJ? gfT}(J).: l''/Hfl qo!>lfl' Q()j-
q~A(J). ••• ~~ 2m~~~: 91~c.~C~~-: 
em 0 l' ~ t'! -; ~ 1" Q, t; 'i tl : Q r i "l: ~ ~ -: e.(J).1' ~ ~! : 

••• 53 

Alcohol ! The ban:~rupt r:orc1V'mt , the 
wor ... :er o_~fen ' ed hy 'lis boos , the 
husb~nd 2~Ger0 d oy ~i8 wife , the youth 
betrayed by is bctrot~ · d , ••• the 
une::;:;loyed, those \-rho h-.ve - ·aney ut 
le.c!-r h,~ppiness 0 • 0 e~.reryC cdy sips you, 
guzzels you, 'OOZ 0 S y ou ••• • 

j;v~ry')ody has ;:l PZ"(· tex~ fo C0"'1S-J:::in3 ,; co. olic ~ill!'c. 

T1C dc~cnor~tion of all ccct ions o~ the society is mirro d 

as re"lity. Hight c lubs abound; bars a re 0:;><)_4 -th~ vrho_€ 

nisht to serve young a-:c old. 

T!'1:"s _ust ::or <.lri:.'1!'inc is :let lir.1i te' -Co t" e !>eoELe in 

tbe bie city. 1:1 ~eltana"ra !..'1~.to , the narr::-tor c u"3'.lally 

ra~ers to ~ 8~all town ":olk rUSl 

ar~ the villasers to tl 0 I -t ,~lla ' 

lc.ao ([). r~VI ()£.±~:; hVt) tID-lrJD e.t.rl 
q,n. aq? TtJ).1 nCl ng Time!)' jJJ? 1'1' 
n flirT ·' h 1qD r fl.n h? ao q>tl }JJb)n, 'J. 
Qq;o ()t) n 5P"T h Q, '±~) :: 55 

!1"' 3 ~ li t:;.csscd this. :-Ie has 
neon eop.~G rho sel! th~il.~ er ~in , 

utter r.d !1cney ~_ .cl idly (.rink in 
'!; c Ii ttle to"m19 , ahe consiccr it 
a !3i~n of ~odcrnity. 

to ' te j ~'l 0' ses I 

l:'lc·lSe.3 • 54 
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":"~,!S dru 2::cnncn., io c o _ .:.id~r.cc' a _as- _ion, a ll'lrk of 

'civili'3atio:1.' 0 

i_boe !ream for us ~ pi-::J~·\.lr0 of a scciet::r 1Thich srEldually 

io shifti~: fror the tradition21 v~:ues of ~ffection for the 

fcclil], de? ~tion to friends and reo!)ec t of guests, to 

indiffere7.CE." jen:"ousy a!~.0 suspicion. Tradi tionaly, childl: 'n 

are responsible for ou~portinc t:leir parc:"ts in old a{;e. 

':'he young gC_1.e_~;: tion, hO\,10ver, _.C ,,:,;1(; c -:s "this respohsi'")ili ty 

cxiven by the co~~etitive spirit of the lew l:fo style. The 

n::lrra tor of Ya .-ets l'Juz:lze conder.Jns hir.1se l f for failing to '-:'01p 

his poor f~rily because ~f his solfishness o 

is ShO\,ffi in Yeregefu Abeboch. ::ut this atti tt:cle tm"ards 

friendship appe~rs to be c~nneing ns observec by a c~ar~cter 

in th\:; sane novel: 

q n f-+ T (} tl1H. h~) C n TtiJ. ;1 (') lQ 7j' nJ).') 

q~ ?}1' qqm rr 112 CJ f(]} fl 'i' Q-cr.: '/1J). h aq ')YD 
£n bVr n '1>1' T I qq t1' f1.rr T W P. 11) fm. 
fl cpc qatHnn tn l' (1' fQ}1 : 5 6 =- -" 

1l.:os t oY" t:.e~ {;,reJ ':0alous and h!lteful 
of their c10seot £r~erds; if a frie~d 
steps Qhe~d of t~e~ , ~h~y, core tha~ 
~nyone elsa, becoae je~:~us of hin , 
and if he laGs behinc: t ::e:1, they 
~lU .. lil:"CltG hi!lo 

It is e.rt of -'.:::1.'> traci tiQn.~l social r~or s of 3t'1iopians 

to be c ~-r~eous ~nd hel f-Il in ;?rovidin::; __ ooc_ nnd oh~l t3:~ to c. 

euest . 1. perno!" trav(lllin~ :!:'ror.i one pl~ce to C".not! (;r nay c~ll 

at any villa~v for food rd be~r~;~g n~ d t b 1 <.> • "" \..~-'- .• , ""~ v. une 0 e "lIle come . , 

But this kind eoture 0 ostin~ stranB~rs ~es fe~t c~anging 

even in the co trys . C'E.,. ':'he follm.'ling ~/ro:~ds indicate 1.rny 

people bCG&n to ~~ccce suc,icious o~ Dtr~ngers: 

+ 
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h , ~,.Q. (\n l' n f'\ i H C h '1 i .Q. 'I T flY!) h q 'I'm '} 
(\1\ 1 h qlJ) c:: ~ OD l' (~1" nt. ~/O m j ((D. h,Q ,Q.C(J). 

qhiH.C }'j"/ "1 ~, nhgo i 11 ntt cpC 0lJ q T hrld.6 
h q Lf i ao m..Q. OD"Qao?,<JD ,0") e.itl : 5 7 

He [Gere e'll/ has witn~3~OC this: SOL e 
thiev s, ~fter askinc %e_-.:er in GOe! I S 
name, steal and e3C~~0 in the niGht; 
th s u~ ike the old ti~es, it is 
becoming frightening to treat Goe ' s 
ntrangers with hospitali ty and affection. 

Most of the novels c'eplore the degeneration of society 

and theil l~)reeeing of you t~. The author is ~articu larly 

pessimistic ~bout the y . unger generation. -'/hile driving to 

'1is suiciG.al death, t lefe , in Ycregef'u I.beboch projec ts the 

tragic end of his gencr~tion t~us: 

'9 q H ~ h n n:p1' q '11 tt ~.PT9I '<H i., (f) f1) 1'1' 
q i 1 ao 6 .P1' ( 1 1 r'l c; d. ? q c:: 1 rt, h n n .P1': 
rCtt 31'A<f'()<f, nc::,Q q<f1c::m, hnn:Pr:: 8 
3 l}(). trl~ 3 l}f'r qo-r;" l' h, ttv LfC}' 1'c:: ~ 5 

"The flo:rcrs of' today , t!'lG fruits of 
·tooorrOl-l" liThe you ~~ (;f toc'~ay, tbe 
... 0 ders 0f to:-orro To" Flouers that 
liave f.'::llien be~ore fruition; flOl.,clrs 
overrun Ti~h floo ~nd cut off by hail . 
t..ll th<lt ho.c , all that cX'1ect:;'ttion 

t ~,. I ceac 0 no ... 2.ng. 
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C HAP 1 E III 

3. Conceot of' IJoderni~ation 

The I"t ... 1 ·_p.:n 0 c';·.lp£'.tio:, p'rov d to the p cople that 2"l1tiopia 

!!rUst civilize or 4 eris; 0 It ~nspired the ed'c~tec f3w to 

tr~::1sform \;:~cir oackward, :fcucul counj.:ry into a noder~ state. 

1.i teratt re t ... us bec"l.oe or.3 of' the organs throusr~ which t~.is 

-::.rge ~or noder""lizatio:_ and nation building 'fTaS expressed. 

} c. eicn infl:ler..c e, '10wever, "ras not the only c :!use for 

tho ?roGressivo ide~s that ~tarted to appear in th~ lit_rary 

"crko o The 0 ?pressi vo s"c':' "'.?_ 3yster.1 , the b"'c-~·T.:lrd culture, and 

t·.e ?revalcncc of .)ovGrty sti rred !:n Clt::-'ol:>~")Lere of chance Cloong 

:.:any 2thiopia:.:s o Ls a res~ ~ , many ideas c cncer~ ing the 

cou.:::'" ... try' I:> p~-t:'l of c.cvel":::41G!C.t ,rere t:"r'::n';n 'C,:'10Ut ",nd di.scussed. 

"::t':.iopinn ·"-'Ti. ter~ , 0.;:-;' their part , bcg.::-_n to tuc::le this q:lestion 

ef ~odnr~iz~tioL in their works. 

!.bbe ~obegna be::'o:n~s to th · l:>ecC'!.'ld gcnerqtior.. of Etaiopia:l 

\';ri ters '--The c a rricc forvrard the ba21~,er of ~odernization i • 

their -:<Torkso T~e 30cial SystO!:.l th~t the country s'lould ~ae t, 

~he refor'~s in the educe:... tion'.l ~nc: rGligio s s-)hercs , and 

the question of ecoEo~ic pro.:;ress are 311 zea l ous:'_:! def'l t with 

by this author. 

His novels t: ut ':!ainly denl .. ri th t;tis su::'jec tare 

Alliweledim, I'-elkear. lbal ~nd the c~ storic.ql novel 

i .nd Lenr,.& tu • ~oncer ing t~e relevance of And e~~atu to the 

contemporary period , kar-e s~ys: 

In vic., _ vv 
the ct t. 3t ~b e uuban a 

ut or 0= t e pol':'tic~l 
·rw"lHi "(! ",:'j 1 net b<: 
PB bp nn~ for its c ustic 

llusion~ cvr..t('·-D or""_ry nd p rob •• blc 
.r'. tar c one it· on~ of ht io-:>ia , " And 
:'cn " t U ay c consic0reC':. as t" e 
in~erpret ... tion of ';' 'leadore ... "hich cor.lOS 
clocect te t'h t, held ~y noot netlbers 
0-:: t·1C ... duc - ted Y01 ... :1'gcr ~0n-·rc.t ior. .• 1 
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I~ ~ed a serio s study of this _istorical novel reveals 

t ~ idv~_s of its author. 

3.1. Socio - 'Politice.- Syste..!'! 

None of Abbe's novles co~sid.crs the necessity of a total 

ch~n~e iL the social systen as a ne~ns of noderni~inb Ethiopia. 

It is not the soc' a~ ~pp~r. t·,s but the corrupt i!ldivicluals 

,rithin i~ thet 2&C conside~ed responsible for keepi~g the 

Country oucT'ward. l.ccorc1ing to f.obc Gobcgna the political 

systen could. st,:y much as it 1- ~. '-' , ~fuet he considers very 

icportent for the country's developnent is the gennin~~ess and 

good-will of t G people at the seat of government. The hero of 

th", political novel, AllivJelledim , for eXu:-,1plc" offers l1t> 

particul~r ch!:'ic e as reg, .rds the :for:-:l of the :scvernnent : 

h \ n 070 n 1)90 ICJD :: 1 '}tJ.j 'P. h 1 H'H I? l' e h I 
n'JD hen. ~~ )JJt\fTl 1 )JJ e 51 () 1 rtJ.j 'P. h 1 H H 
Ih 1 n t tnCi' bI qo 1 e h i nllH un jrjD l' )JJ/;Vl'/, 
q~ ~ n 1 HH Ih 6 rd h~f1. I nm j'Q ~ 'P. U Btl 
n.f qqao ~ h 1 H'H I~r\ 'r 6 tih t 1 enl 1m Hfl 
r1.j1aq 71J).Ci' r\n~ 1iJ} n:llJ.1 bI aD 6 5P"T q~ ~ 
h 1 H H ltiqv h~f1. I h 11LkJ!> t\tr T 1 fl r6.1tD-:­
(}tr"fqo fl(,'l11fl h tnaqao-Ci' aD tlhcp hUJ? (JD vih<JD 
CJ "fill.:: .11 11 fl.' h n Q r1- i 1 (}fWo (JD l' ~ Ci' 1tD-: 

I co not believe in names: f"onar c hy , 
Consti tn tional r'~onr.rc Y" hr istocr;cy , 
~ilitary Dictatorship , De~ocracy and 
others JOu tr.~y ·-ention. l~ll can. be 
good so long as they benefit the 
people. All c~n be evil so long as 
they oppress the pee lco 

2 

'?h'-"se ''TOr" s cuggest -:!~~t the author h(~'" I.ore f'cith in 

indivicu'ls rc .he·~ the.n in systet:\s of -;ov~rrur.~nts , or 

or ani~ tions un er whic: th~y oper ~te o They als o inply 

that the .0 ~rchy, tho then ~olitic al system of 2thio_ia , 

''les n t th pjor obst~cle to the country ' s pr o ~ress o The 

same i'ca , the b l'c~ th-t there were ~~ny k~n~s a n c duke s 

who vlorl ed arc ?nd ~)cnl;)fi ted their country, is rei t er u ted by 

the bero of ll1iwe13din : 
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n (J). qqA h (J). n C1IlUJ ? )JJ? h l1t rrfP" I'l eQ A1D : 
,r,UJ J) efJD (jD nEj:, aq(, T q lGrC ()gO I'l eQ Ar;o ~ 

AU l? f@ n ", T aD .>,hlJD )JJ? qLV? 11)JJ j 11 
UJ Vi Ej: , 1 1 n ? :: 3 

A m~n is 2vqluated not Dy cis tit~es but 
by his deeds. Being a kin~ or a prince 
is -r:o c !OIl' l":rrlyo ':here l'T~rC kin3s :l.!ld. 

.Pr inc e s i :1 the pC' oS t "Tho c:id a lot ::'or 
tbeir ccuntry. 

Enp~'las_'_ziLg the ciecisivc ole of' leete.ers in se.fe-suarC:ing 

t ,. 3 -·!el=-are of their people , ke1 -:ean , the au thor' oS i(,,~~l 

prime nin~stcr , srys: 

n fA q, n I'll} 'r 1/-l. Grj,fJD m 1Hi n 1 A e,r;o !1!> 6 ;fr 
h?(j 1tJ). naq, 1'1 ft: f') r l' n f') e q t\rr r, l' ~~ . 
.Q n.f q<1li(J) q. h tiL! 'r CD q. A (i1rHl / / /4 . . . 
If citiz~ns ~ne specially Ie dcrs ~o 
not heed the needs ~nd f~elin~s of 
others beyond t-'.:'It of their o~m , 

articul~rly i~ t~esG difficult times , 
woo to the l.:asses I 

~~d Lennatu utilizes the p~st to cor.mcnt or- the present. 

It reflccts the author 's strong belief i~ individuals Tho 

Could be the ch~mpions in n00cr; izing 2thiopiao In this 

novel, John Bell , e. gooc':-riend ::tnC advisor of 'ICl'TOC:.rOS , 

has this ~dvice for tho Em eror in the choice of individu~ls 

,:,ho could a mi inter the people: 

hl}, q ,gild. ella;. t?n"ftD. q i tl r~ e 
en~'r AU1?1 r~e qou,.3nfl.: cp€j"r1 
qc1fJ}JJ?t rrr.:t 3f') . n;fr h qaDc.fTt ••• 
n i C aq t ~ 1 j n attQ 11; OD b'l hyo m i 5 
rn 11 h .., ~ao? oq Q.c. i n J 1(J). :: 
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:!hat i3 ileeded no r is to s~lect persons 
!. 0 ar0 con~ 3rr ~( .or", P'00ut the e.:f:!'airs 
of their count -] tlr n their m'm ::.nc. who 
~' re fr.ir e~rl har~~ ·rrYL1.!~ o . 0 0 The ?cuple 
then c r.n b '" g'.:i r c r ' ' y r;oC\' l"'\\,Ts to '''e 
~ronul~~t~~ ~y yo r t~j~styo 

Thro gh t'Le \-lords of jO:1:-~ Bell, 1: be ?rcno,~nces 'his 

f::!i th in ~enuin.sly bones ';'; people fer ~di::i:listrativ posts. 

Th-.; s true t-:.lreo.l set-up of th.~ .sovcr:n.;71ent is of seconda:=-y 

ir.mort -=-:--'.ce in his ·:' .. inldi1.g. 

l.bbe is uneC'ui vocal in t:"le er 'oval of corrupt officials 0 

But in the ~rocess, he stresses th~t no hlood be shed . I~ 

.!:_~lb'leled=!:E! , t~13 arny ti:~~es over poi'Ter unde:;:- the Ie." der3'1ip of 

General Jafe:=-cs ':l":.d kil::'s !,e..y mernberz of the old re~iCle. '!'he 

hero of the novel , hOH~vcr , consi~ers this a bar ric e ct and 

explains !lis p r e fer<)nce for 3 ncol'lC .Jf'ul settlement: 

h '!. '?7D(]D ., (J). H c. «) C 7i. i 1 (,', tc. Q. . •• '? A (]). 
'? h'ln Q ') ~ C) i T }')YO i T tm i,~ • •• jf) if h C CpC) 
flf)9D mc,Q '? il(])' ~f)aqT-1 A(}two an~h(jDC) 
flf)aq~ ~l h')~1f11 i~ ::6 

- ~at I hops for is avoidi g the h r~-
h .&rted oolicy of 'let ~e ~ill today 
and he ~illed tO~O~40W j 00. Our futur e 
Hor10 P' st ~e ::. plnce of reconc iliatio n 
:1nf pC3ce , 'J c .stoH:.ng on all a w"1olesor.te 
livelihood. 
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:' tJ novels 1nrn ::'.,3J.:'.in:::;t t . e i-1PO:-tC'.tion of foreign 

!-.ny - C:' ,; c "..e0 tr, tho co"'- .~r =.::3t or the c e. ... :li talist 

ro£.d:::; of VClop.1.:lnt i:::; conC:e1l1:':1.CC "Jy i'" lic:ltion. The hero-

pri!:"e - ::iinis-:er , L e _!.:,cac , lhC:>1 ~s::el': in ?'-"rlin,. crtt which ideology 

t~ c~Ln~ry should adopt, chooses th.:l niddle ?ath : 

nOD h h rr ,,1) 'tY.- h{lH 1" 0/"1:~) J.Q.c;' ~) h Vqo 
",.)~ n?rI Ogo 1 r~" c;t)0fJ ()OfJ?ao.Q. Jn1't) Ct: 

7 kirg the wiGdle pet~ s-ves f roo 
zovere contertion. It, . arcover , 
C~~blCS on) to :::;tri~~ forth in one's 
o~m beli0f~ anc objectives . 

I) 

7 

The ;Jri!".:e !':!inistcr i:::; a christi""nj yet hc cxpounC:s his 

1:>elief th.:- t his govE-rr..nent is ready -to orrow ic'eas, even 

fr07 the cor.r.mnists, as _O!l~ as '(;~1 ey contriiJute to th::::. improvemf':-lt 

of 4UI:'!an l.i:re . 9 Accor-·~n.,; to -I;;~'le :mthor :!:thiopia should have 

::.. ts O"Hl ideology ut :ri t en ope~!. ~oor ~olicy to 1'1hat is 00 

fro,: bo-l;;h th0 cr ::::>i t~li.:J··:s a~'ld the C07rnl::.::'ztS. Hore , l'T find 

~bbe 's belief ~o b~ contradictory c~c~use the ideolocies 

,:;ovc::-nin~ Ca~i ta:!.ism ~nd COl:1:-; '!lisr.1 are in sharp co "'trast ~ i tr. 
c~,ch other . 

kbl:">.a Gooegn::-. ' s i-:!cal ::;ove r :ru:lent is cOI71priscd of c. two 

p::rty :::;ysteq, one: in poucr ~nc the other in o-oposition. The 

ic.Gal set-up .,rhich could eni'l Ulce ~thiol)ia ' s .oderniz:\ tion is 

r eflected thu'" in Hell{Ca~ Seife Ueb01bal. r.t the t0P, there is 

a l-::ing , "110 L .. tho oC .• d of' .J t nte . 'J.' on, t ere i :::; t .c ;::>r.i 1:le­

tii':.ic-:'cr, ,.,ho r no t:")~ .:;ov rn.neto Mel!co<lo in t is c ~ 0 i3' the 
~ 

L,. our P rty o'-ldcr who h;,tJ be.:n d ·iiocr-. tic Cl lly cloc ted. 

~ ct'vit~~n 'r~ G~V rely thwarted by the p~rty in 

ODposition, t Con3c,:-v,tives . 

• . 
'. , 
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I~ his w-rning ~g& in3t the 

eXistcl1.C", c,E or>ly .1:'" p~rt:,r j.n ::l ~oun-;:ry , the hero of 

All iw !edim snys: 

,nrHl n I Q. ~ l' iii) l' C l' qm>-"/" con 1''1 
h {, m n cP h, Q. 0, 2 ~ 1 I~ q. OCJD ~ 1 g (')(j). 
.Q.[TI-r nJ t\m ?()t)o ;:J1Hl 1ncQQ ql! ~ 

OD II Q. I\hl r h ('\01) J(r ') Q J i aq, ~ I ~h "f1 r'. (} : 

~ hc.vc ;:-C!)C ~tec:'y ·(:;ol.:' y:>1;' th:-t un:'.e.::;z 
t-1.e pe::>p:L~ s·i::-ar;.;le in -.u>.ison to 
s~fa -3u~r~ their oenefits ~nd t~eir 
r~shta , no one politic~l oTg~nizuticn 
a_one with 3 ccfinite pr::>crso c ~n pave 
~ha w~y to .rcgr3ss and prcsparityo 

2eliGious ----- --
~duc et i onal ~efor;s 

10 

Zt:-, io;:>i.:.:.n wri -cers :lsu~lly a sc ribe sonG of t he e v il 

p r , c ticGS ir. e. ':'locern soc i\C!ty { fj:.,o1c' :' nr-~ , you th c.elinQue~ cy , 

alc oholism) to the spn:l<2d o f ceuc :'Iti on ion the c ou~try, :Je s pi t e 

this clai:'i , h~ .. :cv .r ) :'1071e c:o.lbt the f.';lct t· '":t ')ro e r educ a tion 

is t "le snlv?~io!~ of tt:e C '.lntry . 

!.bbc 1 .::; .. Tor':s e,: ~·F'.S:_=::C t:lis _.Gee t o 0xr' Gac oduc at ion o I n 

'-ll_il'Tele:.~i,"2' '1 'ournGllis::' as::s the l nn.""".1ed • erc vh".t i s to b e 

done in :)r,='a~ tc inprf'Y3 t"-l _ ':ife of the .f'J. ·:';~lre ~el'l~ra tiono 

C~ tho t~anty ~~ntz th~t the h~~o lints one i s: 

i'I,.Q. Ii n.S 'I (I n.g I n ~n. "/ " h II r) n.ar , 
h .~ p ... W) q L r,- en 1" "; 0, (')90 '?C'!J, gar epn T 

191' VCr n e 'i ~ h I I-l £ '/' C 
: : J 1 
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Net to ~oprivo ~~yono ~£ ~t le~st a 
Ii ttJ.c edt:.c~:ticn ·'lhich ... .. :t7:;;les hir. to 
!'!;.ow h'·nsc].£', his ~mr=-oun('ings ·?r..ci 
~:1a 'mrld. 

The l·,rgoly illi terate r.!€!SSCS of 2triopia71 socic ty can 

broaden t.Gir vision an~ ri t~enc c lv~s of their men~, 1 arkncss 

only if t~ey Get ~t least pri""lry ed,~c:"tio:l . 

this, thero C' n b€: !I.e Ivay to ·n0(1er . . ization. 

_n tr.~ bse~ce of 

J.cccrding to lbbo 

eacb coor1uni ty is to hC've ~ school ·,ri th its O 'Hn c urri.culu. which 

inclu as co~ u_sory TC . i~io~c ectucatior. in oreer to guide the 

t ~ t . th ~ ~ , 12 s u\.,en ::; In e wrys 0 ... UCC, o 

':'he unn~:-:".';)d '''oro of' the nove:. Iurt::-1er exnlains the !·:ind 

of knowled~o thet the stueentc ought ... . 
... 0 r.::lc el.VO o 

t\;gJrt n'Q. 1'nn n;.ui ~1'~T: nt}o.nt},~ 
n (1 i l' n n n C i1 n ;h 11'JD l' 0 cpGfJ 1-aJ. ~ 
h hqo? 7(D. n J() (j!) m ') h " 1?aD 4 Y"I ~;') tID? fill. 
inc: :13 

£0 enable our c~1ilr:on to ")rc~:.~ess .:s 
f8.r ns possible '1 tau3h"!: t~~ea 1::-.1-:.dic.:-",,:Ct, 
natur ::~l sCience, philoc;o'I~!"1Y, art, 
agriculture and Medic ine as far as 
t· c5.r ,:; ~paci ty anc t~'leir r .. ind 
nllo;-lod the.,. 

This is an incir:-ct cri tici"n lev:::llcd Cl,::,,\i""1St t."le 

preva~ling syst-c: r of cdu c c-tio n in E thio>')ia -rhic TRas too 

thenro-:ic<,lo Tr L.! .c'I':.lc~tion - the seerc' for kn_ ,-rlocge-­

+:la t is of' ered in the idcn!.. cO::t"1uni ty of the l1.o~.rel is 

contr&~ tce d"!: t h 0 ~in cf educaticn th~t sh~pes self-
centol"'ed - .. ~.rail1 c.; tizens. f.bbc c::rguec th::t ecucatio!l shoulc 

science ~~ t c •• oloGY. 
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, -r .C" 1 b h ' 
~e portray·· i of the 9rcfe~~sor ~:1 _ c~:-.!-,r:;<L:~ 1 .0)0 o..£._ ~n a 

""my ~'.;)crios the cr.:. ~ci ty 0f hi,3hGr ec>:.c D tors f:.:n.d reso.?rchers 0 

Golj ~ is a p of'essor c: J:.m.l.ar:'c :"'ct ~:;:.i.6 Selassic I University 

(no .. Addis ;,"b~ba Univer's:_ ty) . '1e got his p:~o D 0 for diEtorting 

"-:b.io?ie.n hist0ry C':nd t!-..e hist::.ry of the !mhe.ric language 0 

~1ather than do:Lng his own reseQr~b, he ,:-.lways ec:'oe~ VBstern 

schol~rs. He fails st~dents not O~ the b~8is of their 

ar::adGr~ic '} rforr.lar.ce hut only 1.;hen he :finc~s -::hem to be 

ch~lleni;ing him o One s u ch vic tim, '(-vho usee to be a student 

of Go~ja, remarks: 

In cevclopi:ag countri~s, stl.oh lC1en 
[lil-;.e Proi'es.3or Goljc:.J nrc :forei.l!;n 
plantedo Ls ~he old saying goeo: 
'in Cl cO\.l..ttry ~,.-~':Gre he is not ~ .. ::1.0·~ , 

a hyena or doJ:"'s ~li(.(.·z to lie nt, 
sue:: r"en np!:'eud igl'1orr,::..ce L'l ':~e 
na-lC of lc"'.r;:!ing 0 

j .. lthcush th~ ·2uthor in biC1sed '3 '~ inst university 

;lrof~c Gors, ~';b . .:; t he :'s tryir..g to S :~.1.5cst ic the. t no modern 

Ethiopic:l cnn bG builtin -::ho c.bsence of ro .. l resec:!rc hers and 

educ.:::tcrs 0 r,t'he e::;t ~.b li:Jhnent of ,'1n ins'ti tute of science a nd 

technolc3Y in Melkcac Geife Mebelbal is a Bound yus;estion • 

.leforms 

Fund,,rO-;6 tally, th~ author does not ~nsider religion as 

an obst~cle to modernizatio:;.1.o :-Io'tlov cr, the c J.crgy f .:: ll unde r 

co;-:::t-,:1t .... tt':i.Cft ,,;hcn-.::ve:r tho thce-.e of !"cliGion ic !" .. ~\i sed in the 

novels . In his discunf.3iol1 of . .lo:cal ' ctic - <'::'dac tic i.r!Ll;.eric 

li tGrp,turc, ~~ane 3;"::::" 3!".:;:.lizclJ that I/t'1ere is no work in t.rlharic 

Ii tera ture, -",hich CQ.llcl be connidcred "',nti - cleric al" 1 5 , 
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~ut ... ~urther -'C~3:1ts th-t lit:.\) 01:''.1 eTC. ..c~: ir:> "'Thi c n :)nti- clerice.lis-, 

.finc~s .1..:".:':-J-: ~x~. -'ss;_on io i~. "/~lc~p.T~l.lc<.lir..'" (I "rill not be )orr..) 

o • 0 0" 16 '1':'10 '·i0rO - TInr r::. t0r of l_._=.i-fl<,)ledin be ievos in a Creator 

whose Q}: i stcnc ,. i.'J {oduced fro!'... his .T'Jrl{s , 'ut !-le infor-~s a 

cleric t .. :,:.t he ould not adhere to P.lly reJ.:::',3ion beforo he 

exar:1_~.ned '611 SC-.lrces of re':"ieio .• £,:;:!-(. re-'d ~::!. .':"eligious 00 <"'"" - 7 ..... ~ . 
'l~h is beli~f !}'es co-... trc.:r'Y 'Hit: the tee.cl:.i -C '" of the T:::thiopi,n 

Crt:'odox Church "Tcich baotizes ct ildrcn 'forty or eighty cays 

ftcr birth. l~other r~~ical ~lgee stion is r 3dc i~ the C8~0 

nc·vel: ttl.::: t r,;li~icus e,'1.1.-.:a tion be ::roe fron:: the GO·1:"nance of 
..... 1 • "'" 18 ~y par~1cu_ar c~urc ~~ . 

1"_'10 othGrcri tic is nO::'ltionc d earlier is the OVGr -

~')u::ld'1nce of church holic'!ys 0 This ~"-l&S re:::;ul tec.. in lo,.,erin~ 

procuc ti vi ty "lnd i'i!poveris~'ling the chris tian fe.rf""ing po:ul~tion. 

I.boe sU58ests to folIOll}' ti"w ex£" .. "nJ.c of ~:--'"7~ror ':'e1.oTCros ,,"10 , 

in f.nd Le •. ne.tu decl::-.rcs th~t the n'.l .'~1cr of re i.gim..:.s :to.'!..icays 
1 ':1 

-ust ho ~ecr ~se~ o ' Sir·d. :.r y , 

arT.£; thn 

S t£:rt "ITor!-:ins lii~G o':"h,":j~ .:~Gf"1 ers 

tl'lG [;0 .rernr'!e:'!t 0 21 

0: soc~ ~ty ~nd ~ay taxes to 

3.30 Ec OI'lor.:ic D~velory!.:Gnt 
-----~-- .. 

hn ~~s rds t.o economic ?roS.!'oss o f the countr y , th~ 

3tr~ss lies or agricu.'!..ture o J.l th ... 1Sb t!'lcre is :10 ir.aicct i o n 

ot: i"lcYT [:r:.cu_ tl.lr ,1 pror.rc3S can - e <:: c hievcd , i t occupies a 

- !"i •. l"~ry place in Il.cl ;:eam ' s dcv:lopncnt 'Plan : 

ho riority th t w~ giv~ t o 
a~!"icult!r~ is undic. utab10 . 
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Prio:-ity:s 

fertile 1&':1..:' • .t:'" .1 .. 
L ... 

given to 81riculture owin~ to t e vast and 
~3 e cO"ntryo J 

The " thor ' s ccnc,.rn with e.r;ric· .tur:=:! an,:' l'?l. d use is 

also r.3flectcd in /, liweler'ir1o ':..110 r . .:ro - narrator f tl .... is novel 

loses his job L 'i th n ~ew ot".<;r friends, h ~ocs 

to a r0~ot p~rt of the cou .try '~cre they cre~tn art~ly 
para ise out of' the vir'J.in P!1do T~1e story's irnplic tion is 

clGc::.r - the rich r..re.b e -,-,.:ad of :"::thio, ia, if ~ro~)erly 
uti:i~e~, contri~ut~s b~st to her cconcnic ~0velonmento 

Coff-:)e is the r.:Ja: ... ::t. c ::lS~"l c~,~op of :'::"':h' opi? - its bi~:.:;est 

uses e. c~:. ;:.r=.cter nat:19C: : .• 3siG~ -:0 ~~\.'. estion thc cO'untry's 

cenend_nce on this crop 0 I-Iussien LOla jeer. a teAcher before he 

tU:"'neG to beco;:-:e e.. c o:ffsc tr.:;,c'or 0 n':lC ~use of the ~1uc tuc. ti: .. g 

prices of cof~ee, he 10835 ~!l his ~onQy ~nd in dcsper~tion 

t~rns to dti=k~in~o Hussien SP01- s 0_ cc~fcc in tto =ollo1~n3 
i-1'::U1.ner : 

n 'T at> l' 't fi: c.. Crv; J h'.Q h, Q. m j"" fi: c.. 
.1'£ tv at> tlcro, 1'U m .'1'a!J. 1 n c : q () ,Q. h 1 C 
'P'l un T tnl'lV at>:loP ,V i') h'j l' tc. T 
lQ}. }') 119(J}sm h -7 t h 99 H nf) &1 j(]) crnv 
nh l~,t, .if)~) (?U1l T qo I'];' havLf, £b)~) 
jf) Cp q Q.v 1 t 9D YI."!J qaq ') n? '? 'toe m 1 'r 
ulUb') : :24 

You cur~ed crop ~of~c~7/To cultivcte 
you 11." --ny ether crop roule h ,vo 
bee b neficia __ • But t o rely upon 
yo 1 aD the. '" jar n'. ci o:1.al \"':.~l th is a 
f lse l~~Gnd. Si~cc our ~eop_e do 
not k ow how to c 11 t ·.V'1 t'. you, you 

ve eCOle t. c ~2in source of 
oore ty ~n_ evil il SOC~?! life, 
inst f bei~g th~ ~ain source 
of wealth. 
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Hunsien fUZ"L1Gr c.lacC'rates t~ 3 evils of coffee. ~~ irst 

;. al., tho czrer..o"l.Y ,.,.-:: cof:fee dr:'_nl-;:inG iJcsnlf is time consu ing. 

Since t h& :.'ajori ty of t;~le i. eop1.'·;l :::ce ac1dic ted to ~. -t, three or 

:nore coffee cerecr-o::1.ies L.!''':; ~'leld 3vcrydcy , e:::ch car e::; .. ony -::=l:'::inC 

::"lor,;; than one hour 0 Thus , the ,,,mount of' labo r ti t'.l e lont by 

the r-·r .·· .. l f~rners' is consi c. ere..b ~"- Go Sacondly , 3thiopianswho are 

r '3ncwne d. for their tou.gh constitution, ·~rl..lre beconing ,,,eak as a 

resu l t of coffee a(h:-~ic tion; thirdly , the coffee c eremony ,:~as 

turning "Tomen into gossip -mongers , resulting in breakllps of' 

narri"' .;,.;e s ar:e. J.iv orceso?-5 'dorst of all , many far r.lers wore 

abando~in~ the cu~tivetion of other crops -::or the production of 

Coffee onJ.yo Pointine the dC\ng0r of monoc ul ture, Hus sian rel'1!ar ·.:s . 

A~,~ hlC ~~, nhi~ h21T 0n~ nB 
(JfJ ~ "I h Q I ~ I '7 C (J!) ~ 'r "I 'r.Q J 0jq'J 

: 2 6 

It bas be on repeatedly seen th,t it 
is rainous for any country to rely 
upon a single cropo 

Indc.lstrialize: tian, elec tri -::icetion a:ld land reform are 

the o ~~ar ~ejor topics of ~oder~ization mentio~ed in Melkea~ 

Se:"~e Nebelbalo Me.ny dallls E".nC!. :::~c tories are construc ted under 

the lec!ciership of' the Pri e :rv.i~ ... ister. Banks and insurance 

cor:;p·::mi(:!.1 Ere na~ional:"zedo :::tural land is cistributec'. amon g 

the peasants an J te~ant - landlord relationship is prohibited 

by l,~wo 

1'~ese arc v·.,st 32n"ralizati n n 1'rithout any scru tiny o f 

the c1et2:.ils ;j_I1volvec~ or the difficu.l"ties that may be encountered o 

The Cl"..! "tr .. or ::;licly 3C ~r.:s over theca issuo s ~nd he.s been 

criticized for beins ou)orf'icial by the i~telli~ents ~ao 

'ut his eff~ctivcness Ol the ~ass rea ership h&s been 

pr~anorlen.:::1. 0 
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Post - colonial an~ .rc -r~7r:_ti0rary Cthio~ian eoci~ty, 

~ s reflacted in th~ nov21s 0: fbb3 Goberna , is a society of low 

~or~le an: ~cc~dent v&_ues C~lS3d ~y the ~lcaknesses of eifferent 

institutions. T c ,.!:th io_ i~r., -'rt: 0 ':ox Church, "Thich was r.leent 

::..-eali ty ;.:; iO- r?.nt ClS tho conereg~tion o ::;).stcad 0:-: . , . 
~1c.1ne the 

masses, tile c::"crr;y a::::-o S:10wn to be :); .. rasi tic ~~nd corrupt 

~hese unpr)cuctive ~postles 

o~ the c~l~ch con~_'- t e rurRl population to n ~ife of idleness 

and "".!'..xicty sCO'.r;.6. by JXCO.l:· nic~tion .• 1 .oreov~:" , t-1.ro""..1~h the 

excessive fc~stins ordered Jy the c1ersy fer innuMerable occasions 

the people are ~cduced to utter penury . 

i_n u ;;:!.y ")ic tur~ of the c"'-lrch is r-r<::wn ~Jy the c:ispari ty 

it sho,'Ts i: the tr~e.trnent of :.ts s·d 'J':;ects, for ~y.c:mple , in the 

di~ferent ~u~i~l rites c c corded to the poor ~nd :hc rich. T)~ 

churc.) is .:".;'130 Sl'l0~<Tr.. to b", al~'Tayc )octlickin,3 the ::-u:!.ing cla13Ecs. 

By ~rc2c~ing that se cular le~ders are God-appoint~d, it turns 

:::>e ople into doci_e s"heep , iT.c~?c:.)le of risL r; u? against thGir 

oppressors 0 

"'1.0 novels o:so depict tilC r.1iscries encountered iJY 

Bthiopia~s because of the corru~t ad~i~istr3tiv~ and legal 

instituti ,,:s . The fcuc~ul ':'orc:s :~.nc· the ~urecucrG\ts alw~ys 

clerna. c "Wribery in Doney, or i n '-:ind , or even in phys ica l labo~.!r 0 

?he intricecies of the ar"t::'cl~s in the legal c odes , 'l'Th i ch a r e 

inconp~ehensiblc for thG nle~rncd ~~jcri ty, are D~nipulated 

::.y +.:he courts 

injustices. 

f.l ~layin~ tactic s a~L f or per~et~ntine 
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Tl"l ,,'::-4:'OC t ')f ... odur __ -0' c:" ticl'l ::'s c.:1otner as ... ec t thrcugh 

~ rin~ t~; carly post - colonial 

:;:'e=-i c. :;' -3 gov-~rnr; c~ t cnco Z'c:::;ec. stud.ents to ~oin th~ :1. Tilly 

The i2~itar·te feucr~ lords at first 

re.!Jentecl th:"S move. But uuon seei, g lat0r on , r~s: 2Ct nd 

pri Yi:~6e beL_oS p.cco ded to the eC'lca ted , ~hey '1rose in ang'J r 

arLd " aolo·,:sy .. 

t.h1:e's en: >_'?sis, h')wever , ~i3S on the -ni3uir -ction of 

the aims or ~O~2rn ed c~~io~o Since it w~s utilized for 

spoili.lf:; t 1e yo ng ,zenar,tion anc.: ir;noring the relev<:'nt 

1_ g=-oup of ~rri ters 

befo:!'e i:1i;- , !!::-!:!ec_y, G: rr-,'ac' .3W ':'eke16 :-{awaria t, ;'Tolc~e Giorgis 

!04 de Yohannc:::; ~n(": ~latte:l G!ta ::.iruy o·tress tl!c __ ee' of !:10 cern 

ed cction in t..r~ya , J~~zi end ,.t.dci.!J i.lem r03pcctivoly o 

-:Tcstcrn (o.duca.l.;ec:' !i:thiopie:ns in t-1t1Se novels "TC ?ortrayed to 

be th.':) -='0[" c:- oper..er3 -:c':l~rds :C!o( :..r.~i::.,at::.~::-l . In j·-bbe I G novels , 

:'lOU T.Tor , .I':'1e ?:"c-l:"..lre 0';-: t':1e Zthiopi _ :i.:'ltellisc-.tsia is in nos-: 

vicio.:s~y ~t~acked o .LacI::ing .<..vr ~~l educ'ltion hi,,:,,::-:clf' but wcll -

vc-l"S.}.:~ i"" t ~d:" t':"onal t C:..l inc I sc:"oo:'s , he had no Sy,1?": thy for 

0Ggroe -_olc:.eFz -:m t "1.~ th~,t.: t Any grc-:..1:1din'" :~:.~. the 11.<1 tivc 

c.isciplinc.J o 

s o o iety i.:; "'.notl'or :'lajor Goncern i:n. I_o':e ' s novG::'s . P r o.::; titut ion 

i:::; ShO~~L to be wicc :::;~re~di~g bec~ se of tn~ i~ctiffcrenc e o f 

p~rents in prcp~rly looking eft r their c hildren . 

c'~nni:1C .?-TId cu t-throa ~ co"'~ eti tion '1re -::ls o sho"lm t o ~ein 

u t th re 1 cnus~s ::or tlis sta to of ~ffairs 

are not prope-ly ~n !:rscd or inv~stig.<:ltoc in de . ..)t . T e 

author is cognizant 0 th~ cri's of ~thio~~~n feudalism u t 

Unsc"1ooled i n 

e:i. t~ . .;r syat m , A e .L Ct:.S'3S .;'3 attent.io n n. individ:Hds in ':key 

:-; OV-3rru:lcn" posts to cur t:.e :"~ls 0:: a s ociety i n tra~si tio n . 
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f cov:;rnr~..:::..t f'tt ..... c ti,,)'s unc:.er c:l C.0 ~in:'.. t:; 30ciGll system • 

..... '~,J .::.ctivi ~~i ')s of :) -,over'l:'-1"'l:~-: offici:>.). ere , thore . .:''.:re , governed 

by 1fT!.?. t t 0 sy::; t",n T·.'? c~ !:i.r. e so ~f a~ offici~l act::; contrary to 

the needs of the ,ivan socio-pol~tical ~ystc~, h~ i::; dooned to 

disnissal ()r to oU.or ror oJ c nCe'.::;"lrc.::;. l..bb" S cO"1.cept of 

Ooc.:ernize.."tion str'3ssGs t':.c ':lcaccful remova .... ()::.~ corr::p t officials 

fron tl1. -· .. 1oe· d 

,,ras nor3 tLan ~hat: ·t c hopele"'sly ~ef'unct re:;i!"'le r.! m .... !lde 

f'~nd~nentcl change of the tiliole socia - political sys~e~. Thus, 

lt~ough 'bbc's conc8pts ~re filled with pro~res3ivc ide~l::;, we 

fin" t~c~ unsciertific ane c~~tr~dictory. 

hobe at tines sec"'''s to ep-;)rov ~ any p()li tica _ sys'tcC! as 

Ions e.s ..:. t s " rV2S t~c ~ooc o · the 7.IClSSGS . Tl1.e I<tC t is , 

hC~lever , th ' -: net '211 :.10li t:..c.? .... syste"s fu ~ .iiI the needs of t~~c 

i:l:ASScs. 

b -:.lr .jcois iC ·~e.ls ?!rc t: e f.::;r J Val.-:los -:::"l.:=:t ~1e S0 stro::Z~7 ttac'-:s. 

l'h~s l.,C u!lccrstc.::c t:-::·~ au :::'or' s a:;'l·1::~...!siasL. ::or ch=."1.,2;c, b- "t i"e.il 

to unc'ers:'?::d -.,1':-:.-:; ch~ngc he ste;::as foro 

>.' '- aut:-.or -m.s "\ crcGs--.:>rcG ~f b'TO ch.-:r""ct-rs in ~ is 

1 nd Lcn::-.£! Cl.: ' s lefco 

loynlisJ.; to ki:-a g ~nc. coan";;:ry. Like l.lef€ , ~m~ever , the 

rGali tics of nc""ern 2t·t .. io~:"cL'l .:: c:'ety wi t ~ ¥hich 1'l~ could not 

reconcile hi~sclf fr!otrated nnd kil:ed hi~ o 30 :J~ly did hc 

fi.::;ht e,':ainst th"" corraptions of t e cld regime . Bu t he ,.,as 

unable to cone to ta~~s wi-:h t~e ch~n8es th~t he , mor e than 

any -~t ~i(\Dian ""-.:t'lor, help-:d to br:"ng about . 
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