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abba
abun

aldga

aras

aldgendit
alga wdras

asrat

arto

awraja

béjrond:

bald wuldita

balabat

balambaras

Glossary of Terms

father, also title given to ordinary priests.
title of a bishop, title of the head of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church.
a representative of a group of people who paid taxes on a
piece of land together; a person in whose name land tax
was paid; technically regarded as owner of the land by the
state; also head of a church, a learned priest.
first occupant, (of land or a place); land occupied under
bagqifi 'ndit (by first occupation).
cultivator, as in irbo aras to mean a sharecropper who pays
a fourth of his produce to the owner of the land.
the condition of being aldgqa.
heir apparent; Crown Prince.
one-tenth of a produce paid to the state in the form of
produce; latter replaced by agricultural income tax.
Mr.
district
treasurer.
people who served the state and Crown loyally in
different capacities.

hereditary owner of rist land in the Amhara Provinces;

the hereditary chief in central and southern Ethiopia.

a low-level title in the hierarchy of offices.
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bilatténgéta honorific title usually given for achievement in learning.
gigasum grassroots official often elected rrom among the local community
of the area he administered.
ddjjazmac a politico-military title below ras.
dardgot occasional and circumstantial gifts such as food or money
from the monarch to Bétd Rist workers and to other people.
daula a traditional unit of measurement of grains; one daula

amounting on average to 100 kilograms.

fitawrari commander of the vanguard force, a title below ddjjazmac.

fil wuha a hot spring which is believed to have curative power of certain
diseases.

gdabbar a generic name given to taxpayers who cultivated or owned

land. This includes peasants, tenants, nobles and even the
monarch.

gasa literally “shield”, unit for the measurement of land
amounting to about 40 hectares (approximately 100 acres).

gibrd tal: the practice of reverting land to the state from people who
failed to pay land tax.

girmawi janhoy:  his imperial majesty.

icage: abbot of the monastery of Dibrd Libanos in northern Séwa who was also the
highest ranking Ethiopian ecclesiastic until the appointment of bishops
(abun) in 1959.

ijd mdnarina: the practice of taking and using the property or money of other people



without having ownership right but in a hidden way.
immdt: mrs; name given to common women.
inddrasé: title for provincial governors under Haile Selassie (lit. transl.:
deputy or substitute) or viceroy, or local representative of a
higher authority.
injdra: leavened thin pancake-like bread, the staple diet in much
of highland Ethiopia.
Irbo aras sharecropper who delivered one quarter of his produce
to the landlord.
kuli: daily wage workers who are often engaged in loading and
unloading of merchandise.
lej: literally “child”, honorific title generally reserved for the sons
of the royal family and the nobility.
maddrya: literally “a place where one would spend the night”, land
temporarily held in return for service to the state.
mdgazo. land use practice in which the landholder exchanged the
seasonal use of a plot of land for a percentage of the crop,
labour, or use of oxen.
mdlkdriina: official appointed by the state as governor (administrator)
with varying degrees and types of rights over lands and
incomes from his/her governorships. But in the workings of
the Imperial Bérd Rist the mdlkdrifia referred to the Emperor.

marifia. high quality reff, often associated with the white colour of the grain.



minzir:

misldné:

ndgadras:

ndqas.

nigus:

ndg ldabas:

Pagume:

qalldb:

qdlad:

gallica:

qditfiazmac.

quinfar:

ras.

rist holders or tenants under one aldga who paid tax to the government.
deputy, substitute of a magistrate; royal official in charge of royal farms and
tax collection; also district governor.
head of merchants; originally leader of a merchant caravan, later chief customs
officer.
a witness.
king.
militia; civil defense force, commanded by local nobles.
the 13™ month of the Ethiopian calendar which has 5
days (6 days every 4" year).
food supplies, rations, stipend; or Salary, payment, up-keep given to those
who gave service but also to the aged (or needy) people in the form of
pension. This could be done either in kind or in cash.
a rope or leather thong used for land measurement; also a
term used for imperial land measurement schemes.
sorcerer or witch-doctor.
commander of the right wing, a politico-military title below
fitawrari.
a unit of weight measurement which was in use in the 1940s and
1950s in Anfilo and Baro areas of the province of Willdga
that roughly weights half a kilogram of coffee.

literally “head”, the highest traditional title next to negus

(king).

vi



rist:

risti-gult:

Scibéil

sahafé ti’izaz:

sdrgdnia:

SISO:

Sum
tawolaj
wdizdro

wdrdda

wof aras/zdras

yatut lij

permanently held land; heritable property.

estate over which a servant of the state would exercise full
use rights and administrative authority; a fief.
Holy water.
head of the royal scribes, keeper of the royal seal, title of the
Minister of the Pen after 1907.
member of a group which accompanies the bride-groom to the bride’s house,
but when it comes as a prefix to a noun as in the case of sdrganiia teff, it
means white and red colour of grain.
literally, “one-third”, land left to the balabat by the state
upon land measurement also called “ya-balabat siso; a
sharecropping arrangement in which the land owner obtains
a third of the harvests.
an appointee, overseer.
member of a family, children or grandchildren.
traditional honorific title given to an Ethiopian lady.
an administrative unit equivalent to a district.

a plant, for example coffee, grown wild.

adoptive son, protégé (formal relationship).
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Acronyms

F.A.O., Food and Agricultural Organization of the United Nations.
[.E.S., Institute of Ethiopian Studies.
W.T.M.R.C., Wiildd Misqil Tariku Memorial Research Centre.

$. 5 2 ., PRIIE 200 2240, O v (The Bétd Rist of Haile Selassie ).

viii



Key to Transliteration System

I. The seven sounds of the Ethiopic alphabet are represented as follows:

1* order N=Ba
2" order (=Bu
3" order (L. = Bi
4" order Nn=Ba
5™ order 0 =Be
6" order 1 =Bi
7™ order N =Bo

1. Regarding the sixth form in the above list, it must be noted that “i” will be suffixed to the

letter if the letter is vocalized or stressed. Otherwise it will not be required at all. As a general

rule also the “i” is not required when the sixth form is the last letter of the word.

Example: a9y = Mambhir

8¢ = Biddir

[11. Palatalized sounds are represented as follows:

=S 7

Il

F=C B =l

1V. Glottalized sounds are represented as follows:

¢=0 L =C

m=T 8a=3

N i



V. Gemination should always be indicated by doubling.
Example:  Kébbddid Tédssima

V1. General Examples

Worhc = Sumsir

POF = Qalica

ay5 = Mafifia

7ir = Giz

¢an = Qilib

me = Teff

MCenC = Cargér

achg = Sihay

419 = Pagumé
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Abstract

This thesis is an institutional history of the Bétd Rist Office established in 1941 by Haile Selassie
for the management of his property. This dissertation is, therefore, a study of the history of royal
property administration and spans the years from 1941 to 1974/°75. With the help mainly of
archival materials I have tried to examine the following major themes of historical significance
within the context of the Bétd Rist Office: a) establishment and structure of the Office; b) the
property of the monarch and the several mechanisms of acquiring them; c) the kind of economic
investment that the Office made; d) land grants and land sales together with the concomitant
income that the Office generated out of it: e) the nature of royal tenancy and the ways in which
the Office handled the cases of tenants as compared, and in contrast, to previous assumplions on
landlord-tenant relationships: f) the kind of social investment that the monarch made especially
on the care for and rehabilitation of the aged, the blind, the orphaned, the outcasis as well as
destitute people in general. An attempt is also made to examine the extent (o which the Emperor
was ready to use some of his wealth for the promotion of public health and higher educational
institutions. The Béti Rist had its Head Office in Addis Ababa and branch offices in the
provinces. It represented a highly organized cnd centrally directed property management
institution that exhibited a strict financial control system. This was particularly true to the period
from 1949 to 1972 during which it registered much success. The major economic secltors in
which the Office expended substantial amount of money are partially mechanized farming;
development of real estate; and the manufacturing sector. In the social sphere, the Emperor
demonstrated great concern for the rehabilitation of the aged, disabled, orphaned, and other
people who suffered from health disorders. The role that the Emperor played in rehabilitation
and in the promotion of public health and higher educational institutions is best revealed in
connection with the history of the management system. Around 1961/ '62, however, the Emperor
decided to close it for he gave out huge amount of land which was under the administration of
the Bétd Rist to his children. But the fact that he still possessed property both in urban and rural
areas ensured the continuation of the office until the collapse of the regime in 1974. The
nationalization of the property in 1975 by the military regime formally marked the end of the
institution.
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Preface

When 1 first thought of a title for my dissertation I was inclined to work on a History of Débra
Tabor awraja because my M.A. thesis was on a history of Fogird wdrdda, one of the districts of
the awraja. A change of mind came after I started my PhD studies while the first advanced
seminar course was underway. I was asked to write a paper and to this end I went to the Wildd
Misqil Research Centre in search of material for a topic, where I saw that there are many files on
the Bétd Rist Office. In the course of the research for the seminar paper, I was able to see that
there were a big proportion of the archives of the Office. At the end of the semester course, 1
imparted the idea of changing my topic with this one to my advisor, Professor Shiferaw, and to
Professor Tesema Ta’a, the instructor who taught us the first seminar course. The two professors
liked my decision and gave me useful advice on how to handle the corpus. Then, when the
Department required us to supply topics for our dissertation, I submitted this one. The Graduate
Committee of the department endorsed it on the ground that it is more original and doable than
the topic which I first submitted. At this point I would like to thank the two Professors as well as

the Department of History for their consent in this regard.

The post-Italian period witnessed the establishment, by members of the royal family including
the Emperor and the ruling aristocracy, of offices for the management of their property. One of
the offices that this dissertation focuses on was the Bétd Rist Office of Emperor Haile Sealssie 1.
As subsequent details in the chapters ahead would reveal, the Office represented one of the most
well organized and centrally directed institutions of private property management that we se¢ in
the country before his regime was overthrown by the 1974 popular revolution. It had its Head
Office in Addis Ababa and others in almost all provincial towns that served as administrative

centres; and even at awraja and wdrdda level administrative units. Its main purpose being to

Xiv



manage the property of the monarch located in the different parts of the country, the
establishment and inner workings of the Béra Rist Office were intended to draw a clear line
between the Emperor’s private property and the property of the state. This matter is made clear,
among others, in the fact that the Office used to pay taxes of all kinds in the name of Emperor

Haile Selassie to the state.
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Chapter One: - Introduction

A considerable amount of research has been done on the life and career of Emperor Haile
Selassie I (r.1930 to 1974.) Nevertheless, almost all authors, indigenous and foreign,
including the sovereign himself in his autnbiography, focused on his political career to
such an extent that they left out other aspects of his life, above all his property. The
monarch was, however, active socially and economically. His political grip and success
was intertwined with deep economic and social concerns. He was an accomplished
businessman and a socially benevolent person. Thus, a comprehensive study of his time
and of his career would be incomplete without having an idea of his property and wealth.
How much property did Ethiopia’s longest ruling monarch own is the question which this
thesis addresses. He was accused by his enemies, particularly by the Derg and leftist
groups, of amassing massive fortune. But o far no investigation of how much wealth he
owned has been undertaken. My thesis endeavours to shed some light on the extent of his
wealth and on how he utilized it. The most obscure feature of royal property and royal
wealth is the way monarchs managed them. Haile Selassie was no exception in this
regard. And so I have taken up the issue of the management of property in my
dissertation as one of the central themes of my dissertation.

By looking at such crucial areas of inquiry, it is hoped that a better picture of the life and
times of the sovereign could be formed. This would also provide insight to understand
how power, property, and philanthropy were happyily blended and were like two sides of
the same coin, inseparable, in the life and career of the Emperor. Thus, his keen interest
to engage in business and to promote the wellbeing of Ethiopian society in general and to

contribute to the care and rehabilitation of the aged, the orphaned, the destitute and



people with different health disorders deserves serious attention if we are to provide a
more nuanced and balanced treatment of his career. This major lacuna in the scholarly
literature has to be filled by conducting an independent study. This dissertation is,
therefore, intended to fill some of these gaps by examining the issues stated above in the
context of the history of the the Bétdi Rist (Private Domain) Office, (here after Bétd Rist),

which the Emperor established for the management of his property.

The study of the Bétd Rist is very important because it sheds new light on the life and
career of the Emperor. Therefore, this study proposes to look at the history of this
institution from 1941 to 1975, the major themes being a) the property of the sovereign, b)
the genesis of the Bétd Rist and the concomitant continuities and changes seen in its
evolution as well as the factors that necessitated its reorganization in the post-Italian
period, c) confusions in the different categories of lands and landed properties between
the property of the state and the private property of the king of kings d) the different ways
of acquiring property, e) tenants of the king, f) economic undertakings, g) philanthropy,
h) land grants and commodification of land, and i) the challenges that the Bétd Rist faced
and the response of the Office to those challenges. A considerable amount of effort is also
made to examine the interwoven nature of power and property in the activities of the Bétdi
Rist. Last but not least, the researcher has grappled with the difficult question of how

much income the Emperor drew from all his lands and from his tributary privileges.



1.1. Literature Review

Ethiopia’s historic land tenure system has attracted the attention of several indigenous
and foreign scholars. Yet, to the best of my knowledge, there has not been any study on
the management of rist, gult, and strictly speaking, private land as well as urban land and
real estate. For the sake of this work, the researcher will survey the literature on land
tenure because land formed one of the major properties of the Emperor administered
under the Bétd Rist. Firstly, we will look into the literature on property administration.
Then, an attempt will be made to look at how the different scholars treated rist, gulr,
mdilkdifidndt, urban lands, and modern far;ns. Thirdly, we will examine the literature on

the question of how much scholars have addressed the transition from the historic tenurial

system to the modern capitalist oriented system.

When we turn to the study of land, the literature is fairly large. Scholars like Donald
Crummey, Allan Hoben, Joanna Mantel-Niecko, Richard Pankhrust, Birhanou Abebe,
Wolfgang Weissleder, Shiferaw Bekele, and Habtamu Mengiste have studied the land
tenure system. But, a more pertinent study to property administration was carried out by
Mislu Gugsa. Mislu studied the administration and the system of land holding and
taxation in Fitawrari Habtd Giyorgis’s (1896-1926) estate in the former Jibat and Méga
Awraja (currently Western Siwa Zone). His description of the hierarchy of administrators
and their duties, the ways in which taxes were collected and the forms of tenure that were
prevalent in Habtd Giyorgis’s estate gives insight into the old system of property

management.' Nevertheless, as compared with the Béti Rist, the management system of

'Mislu Gugsa, “Estate Administration in part of Present Day Jibat and Mecha under Fitawrari Habte
Giyorgis”, Senior Essay for a Bachelor Degree in History (Haile Sellassie I University, 1974), pp. 21, 40-
53,



Fétawrari Habtd Giyorgis was much like the traditional form of estate administration
prevalent in the country in the early decades of the 20™ century in which we do not find
the more sophisticated and modern form of property management system that was
evident in the Bétd Rist Office. Therefore, by studying the Béti Rist Office of the
monarch, the researcher came up with new findings in the history of property
management in the country. A very interesting, albeit brief, treatment of the Bétd Rist as
an institution of land and property administration was done in the Ph.D. dissertation of
Tekalign Wolde Mariam. He defines it as estates administration established by the ruling
aristocracy for the management of their lands.” Besides, brief information regarding Bét
Rist administration, he refers to the thousands of gasa of lands owned by Haile Sellassie;
and he also refers to the duties of administrators which is relevant to my study.’ In this
study, the researcher will provide ample information on the institution to widen the

horizon of our understanding in this direction.

A study of the career of Le ‘ul Ras Imru Haile Sellassie sheds some light on his private
property which has some similarities with the way the property of the monarch was
administered. For example, both Haile Selassie and Imru owned lands and big villas in
Addis Ababa, the income from which mostly went to welfare institutions. Besides, it was

a common practice that the ruling aristocracy granted land from their holdings for the

*Tekalegn Wolde Mariam, “A City and its Hinterlands: The Political Economy of Land Tenure,
Agriculture, and Food Supply for Addis Ababa, Ethiopia (1887-1974)”, PhD Dissertation (Boston
University, 1995), pp. 324, 347-349. Ketebo mistakenly referred Bétd Rist as a land holding system, Ketebo
Abdiyo, “The Political Economy of Land and Agrarian Development in Arssi, 1941-1991), PhD
?issertation (Addis Ababa University, 2010), p. 122.

1hid.



establishment of different welfare institutions and for community centers.” In this study
great effort will be made to examine how much concern the Emperor showed for welfare

institutions.

The article entitled “Family and Property Amongst the Amhara Nobility” by Donald
Crummey deserves special mention here because he is the first scholar to carry out a
study on how ruling families established an office- that of aldigencit- for the management
of their holdings.” The office of the aldiga through which Gondirine ruling families of the
18" century used to transfer their holdings to their offspring over several generations
seems to be a very enduring institution coming all the way to the Ethiopian revolution of
1974. Aldigencit was used as a tool for land accumulation for a long time in Ethiopia’s
history. The document of marriage dowery of an 18" century aristocratic family that R.
Pankhurst published shows how aldgendit was passed from one generation of owners to

the next.® This manner of transfer of property also came down right through to 1974- a

*Ababa Kiflayasus’ “The Career of Liul Ras Imru Haila Silasse”, Senior Essay for a Bachelor Degree in
History (Haile Sellassie T University, 1973), p. 83. For specific information on the upper strata of society
including the Emperor and other members of the royal family who actively took part in the development of
real estate, see Shiferaw Bekele, “The Evolution of Land Tenure in the Imperial Era” in Shiferaw Bekele
(ed.), An Economic History of Ethiopia: The Imperial Era, 1941-1974 (CODESRIA Book Series: 1995),
pP- 120, 129, 132, and 133.

Donald Crummey, “Family and Property among the Amhara Nobility,” Journal of African History Vol.,
24, No. 2 (1983), pp. 207-220.

Richard Pankhrust, “An 18" Century Dynastic Marriage Contract Between Empress Mentewab and Ras
Mika’el Sehul of Tigray” Bulletin of the School of Oriental and African Studies, Vol., XLII, Part 3,
(1979), pp. 48-53.



remarkable resilient mode of transfer of property and privileges. But this is not the only

age-old institution, as we shall see, that Haile Selassie exploited to build up his wealth.

Medlkdanriendt was, as is well-known, a variant of the gult. The contributions of Gébri
Wild Engdawirq, Wolfgang Weissleder, Joana Mantel-Niecko, and Tekalign Wolde
Mariam help us to understand mdlkdarnfiendt. Its complexity starts with the different names
given to it in the different areas of the country. Gébra Wild, for example, tells us of a
mdlkdnifiendt called Wilasma which was equal in rights and duties with the ones found in
other areas existing in the districts from Ankobir to Minjar in north Siwa.” Similarly,
Wolfgang Weissleder, an anthropologist who did his doctoral research in Ankobir
wdrdda (district) of Tdguldt and Bulga awraja (province), introduces us to a different
mdlkdarifiendit found in the Adal lowlands designated rather oddly as Girmawi Jan Hoy

(His Imperial Majesty).®

Another scholar who sheds some light on the complexity of the office of the mdlkdriid is
Joana Mantel-Niecko. She writes: “The term mdilkdriiici appears all over Ethiopia, but
while it variously describes a function, the duties attached to the function vary from place
to place.”” Tekalign Wode Mariam strengthened the above statement by reflecting on

three different categories of mailkdfifiendt in the province of Sawa: ristd-gult, which

"Gabra Wild Engda Wirq, Ya ltyopiya Méirét ena Giber Sim, (Addis Ababa: Tinsa’e Zi Guba’e Printers,
1948 E.C), p. 37.

*Wolfgang Weisseleder, “The Political Ecology of Amhara Domination”, PhD Dissertation (University of
Chicago, 1965), pp. 107-108.

®Joana Mantel-Niecko, The Role of Land Tenure in the System of the Ethiopian Imperial Government in
Modern Times (Warsaw: Wydawnictaw UniversiytetuWarszawkiego, 1975), pp. 102, 120.



allows the grantee to exercise full administrative and judicial authority and the
concomitant benefits obtained thereon, yd gdtdr, which allows the grantee to share some
powers with the grantor, and the maddrya arrangement.]0 The three scholars give us
insight into the different forms of madlkdiifiendt that existed in the country and that Haile

Sellassie drew upon in his different holdings run by the Béta Rist Office.

To understand the various meanings of rist, madcdriya, and other terms in the lexicon of
land tenure, the works of Gébri Wiild Engda Wirq and Mahtimi Sellassie Woldé Misqil
are almost indispensable research tools to the historian. This research is no exception.
The definition of terms and concepts that they provide for the different categories of
lands is invaluable.'! This is particularly useful to remove the confusion between state
domain and the private domain of the monarch. A particularly difficult problematic in the
study of land tenure is the nature of the transition from the traditional land tenure system
to the modern private ownership system. The work that serves as an excellent “baseline
survey” of the gult system, just before it disappeared, was done by the American social
anthropologist, Allan Hoben, in his seminal book, Land Tenure Among the Amhara.
Hoben examined the relations between social groups, the traditional land tenure system,
peasant attitudes towards land reforms, the various ways of land acquisition, principles of

gult and rist tenure, and relations between land and power, and rist rights.”

10 Tekalegn, 50-51. Svein Ege defines mdlkdnfid as a local lord, Svein Ege, Class, State and Power in
Africa: A Case Study of the Kingdom of Shawa (Ethiopia) about 1840, (Harrassowitz Verlang, Wiesbaden,
1990), pp. 61-63, 154, 162, and 227. The madlkdfifia for Klausberger was a special control officer of the
Imperial Government, Klausberger, “Production Relations in Feudal Ethiopia,” “Conference on Ethiopian
Feudalism” (Addis Ababa University: March 1976), p. 4.

lIMahtimi Selassie Woldd Misql, Zikrd Negdr [Rememberance of Things], (Addis Ababa: 1942 E.C.).
See also Gibra Wild Engda Wiirq, Ya ltvopia Miret ena Giber Sem (Addis Ababa: 1948 E.C.).

12A1lan Hoben, Land Tenure among the Amhara of Ethiopia: the Dynamics of Cognatic Descent, (Chicago:
1973), pp. 2,3,5,6,9, 15, and 25.



On the limitations of Hoben, Donald Crummey writes: “Hoben simply sweeps aside a
number of forms of land tenure not readily assimilated to his rist-gult dichotomy, not the
least of which is the category of rim, the land which was available for sale.”" In addition
to the limitation that Crummey points out, Hoben’s work also suffers from the
perspective that it had adopted, which can be called a look from the ground up, because it
does not address the question of how holders of large numbers of gults and rist
administered them. Nevertheless, Land Tenure among the Amhara has been useful to this

research for its description of the inner workings of gulr and rist.

A category of land that we find in the literature called crown lands is central to my
research. The lands that traditionally belonged to the Crown called mad bét, gannd gdb,
wéirrd gannu, and balddiras, were defined and redefined by scholars.'* But the research
that I have carried out so far demonstrates that these lands were used for the up-keep of

the palace and that they should not be considered as the private property of the king.

Basing himself mainly on the works of Gibrd Wild Engda Wiarq and Mahtdmé Sellassie
Woldid Misqil, Shiferaw Bekele challenges previous assumptions on the understanding
of the land tenure system of Ethiopia. This he did by raising basic questions and by

meticulously analyzing major trends that unfolded in the post 1941 period, but, when

3Donald Crummey, “Gondarine Rim Land Sales: An Introductory Description and Analysis,” Proceedings
of the Fifth International Conference of Ethiopian Studies, (Chicago: 1978), Session B, April 13-16, p. 80.
""Richard Pankhurst, Economic History of Ethiopia, 1800-1935 (Ethiopia: Addis Ababa: 1968), pp. 147-
149. See also Joana Mantel Niecko, p. 174. See also the notes 9, 10,11.



necessary, he traces the courses of events by going as far back as the 18" century. His
essay is useful for researchers for it deeply examines a whole range of major issues of
historical significance from different angles. For example, the continuities and changes
exhibited in the process of privatization (restization as he prefers to call it) of land are
painstakingly examined by drawing heavily on the works of scholars who studied the
land of the 18", 19" and 20™ centuries. For Shiferaw, the several initiatives made by the
Ethiopian monarchs to privatize land in the 18™ and 19" centuries, a process that was
taken up in earnest under the Haile Selassie regime were important steps towards
absolute ownership of land and property. His use of the traditional concept of serit helps
us to understand the kind of tenure that existed in the country and helps us to decipher
better the lexicon found in the works of the above two important traditional scholars. His
challenges on previously held assumptions with respect to landlord-tenant relationships,
information on mechanized and partially mechanized farming activities, land grants, land
sales, and the increased use of money in the workings of the state structure, development
of real estates, expansion of small scale industrial plants, and the concomitant
involvements of the big lords, members of the royal family and above all the Emperor

turned out to be useful to my study."

There are some scholarly works that have reconstructed the history of the newly
introduced mechanized farming in the country. The publication of Patrick Gilkes, John
Markakis, Nega Ayele, J.M. Cohen and Habtamu Mengistie shed light on the process of

the introduction and growth of mechanized farming in Ethiopia.

"*Shiferaw, pp. 72-142.



Patrick Gilkes in his The Dying Lion comments on the spread of mechanized farming in
the country in years after 1941. Writing on the forms of tenure, he comments: “The forms
of tenure that are to be found are not entirely traditional or feudal in their operation.
Mechanized farming has been spreading, especially in the last few years and with it the
concomitant forms of capitalism.”'® But, the analyses on the idea of diversifying the
economy and transforming the traditional farming methods of the country along modern
lines, which the Ethiopian state initiated during the post-liberation period is not complete

for the simple reason that he does not take the lands of the Emperor into account.

Some scholars maintain that Ethiopia’s traditional landholding and property system was a
major stumbling block to the country’s development in general and to undertake
mechanized farming in particular, They argue that the land holding system of the country
led to fragmentation which in turn became a bottleneck for mechanized farming.'” This
is, of course, true in what was generally labeled as rist areas where we find dominantly
free  smallholding peasant farmers. But following the increased privatization and
commercialization of land which were the hallmarks of the post-Italian period, vast tracts
of land became the private property of a few people in the south where land was
measured. The Emperor, among others, owned vast lands amounting to thousands of

gasa, a circumstance that made mechanized farming more conducive as opposed to what

"®Patrick Gilkes, The Dying Lion: Feudalism and Modernization in Ethiopia, (Friedman Publishers L.t.d.,
1975), p. 101.

"John Markakis, and Nega Ayele, Class and Revolution in Ethiopia, (Nottingham: the Russell Press,
1978), pp. 59-68. See also John M. Cohen, Integrated Rural development: The Ethiopian Experience and
the Debate (Uppsala: The Scandinavian Institute of African Studies, 1987), p. 46. Also in Habtamu
Mengistie, Lord, Zega, and Peasants: A Study of Property and Agrarian Relations in Rural Gojjam (Addis
Ababa: FSS, 2004), pp. 180-181.
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scholars have argued. My research actually shows that Haile Selassie converted some of

his lands into areas where partially mechanized farming activities were undertaken.

The argument regarding the absence of a well-developed land and labour market, which
was perceived as a major problem for capitalist production relations to blossom, is also
not convincing. The most intensified cases of land sales made by the Bétd Rist Office in
Addis Ababa and in some provinces alone prove the opposite. In this regard, Habtamu
Mengistie has a very independent observation when he writes: “The historical record
shows that if the opportunity arises, the big nobility were keenly interested in agro-
mechanized farming....”"® The experiences that were evident in some lands of Haile
Sellassie have shown that the old agrarian order underwent some visible steps towards

capitalist production relations.

Margery Perham and Allan Hoben provide invaluable information on the mechanisms
that helped the Emperor and other men to acquire and enlarge their property. According
to Perham, the Emperor was asked by individuals or groups of people to inherit their
lands and properties in return for protection from some rapacious local lords or from the
claims of other groups, mostly close relatives. Secondly, the Emperor confiscated the
land and property of rebellious provincial governors.” For Hoben the most important
ways of acquiring rist land are inheritance, gift, presenting claims, clearing forest land,
and taking lands that were abandoned by someone who had left the area. On the factors
that influence an individual to acquire land, Hoben said; “The relative importance to an

individual of these various ways of acquiring land depends on his position in the

"Habtamu, p. 187.
""Margery Perham, The Government of Ethiopia (London: Faber and Faber Limited, 1969). p. 281.
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domestic cycle, his standing in his local community, and his status in the wider sphere of
regional politics.20 H.S. Mann, Rural Institution Officer in Food and Agricultural
Organization (F.A.O.) and an authority on the agriculture of the imperial era, gives
different ways of acquiring property. In his pilot study in Coré, Sawa, he identifies two
forms of property acquisition — one through purchase and the second through land grant
by the gov&mment.?‘1 Of particular importance to my study are the special land grants that
Emperor Haile Selassie I made through the Ministry of the Pen.” I will further elaborate
and enrich the picture by providing new examples from different areas and from different
peoples. My research also reveal that there were other mechanisms of acquiring land and

property in addition to the two mentioned above.

Another crucial theme that this study will consider is tenancy. The general nature of
Ethiopian tenancy has been studied in a number of published works. J.S.D. Lawrence and
H.S. Mann, Cohen, Desalegn Rahmato, and Bizuwork studied tenancy. It is an
established fact that tenancy was more common and onerous in the south than in the
north; and it was after the late 19" century expansion of the Ethiopian Empire that the
bulk of the southern peasant farmer was reduced to the level of tenancy as their land was

confiscated and given to the servants of the Crown.

20 Hoben, pp. 144-145.

2'4.S Mann, Land Tenure in Chore (Shoa): A Pilot Study (LE.S. in Association with Oxford University
Press, 1965), p. 17.

2yohn H. Cohen, Land and Peasants in Imperial Ethiopia: The Social Background to a Revolution (the
Netherlands, Van Gorcum and Comp., B. V. —Assen, 1975), p. 61.
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The major organizing concepts around which the general character of Ethiopian tenancy
as well as the conditions under which the tenants toiled, and the different initiatives that
the Imperial Government took that are analyzed are landlord-tenant relationships, types
of tenants, forms of rentals, security of tenure, tenancy agreements, and government

initiatives made to improve landlord-tenant relationships.

To begin with, almost all the scholars, mentioned above, agree on the utter exploitative
nature of landlord-tenant relationships. But this researcher has come to the conclusion
that these views need to be nuanced when it comes to the management of tenants who
were living on the lands of the Emperor. When we come to the forms of rentals, things
are somehow debatable. Most writers argue that the Ethiopian tenant was either siso (he
gives to the landlord one third of the produce of the land) or ekul (50 50) aras
(cultivator). Tenants who were irbo aras were referred to rarely.”> When it comes to the
Bétd Rist, as subsequent details in this study would reveal, the tenants were, in the most

part, irbo aras.

Over the issue of security of tenure, most contend that the tenants were victims of sudden
eviction as they were living at the mercy of their masters. An exception in this regard is
Dessalegn who, with a fair degree of confidence, wrote that there were no indiscriminate

and recurrent evictions: “The threat of eviction, rather than the act itself, was the potent

*0On the percentage of the tenants’ produce that was transferred as rent to the landlord, Dessalegn writes:
“In general rent was between one third to one half of the harvest”, Dessalegn Rahmato, Agrarian Reform in
Ethiopia, Scandinavian Institute of African Studies (Uppsala, 1984), p. 25. Cohen does not conceal the
presence of irbo but makes one third the principal rent arrangement, John H. Cohen, Land and Peasants in
Imperial Ethiopia: The Social Background to a Revolution (the Netherlands, Van Gorcum and Comp., B.
V. —Assen, 1975), p. 53. See also H.S. Mann, Land Tenure in Chore (Shewa); A Pilot Study (Addis Ababa,
Haile Selassie I University in Association with Oxford University Press, 1965), p. 31.
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weapon in the hands of the landlords.”** To what extent did eviction take place on the
imperial estates? The question was one of the problems that this research addresses.
Again, the general notion that most writers have held with regard to tenancy agreements

in most cases as being verbal needs to be supported by empirical investigation.

Researchers generally agree that tenants experienced grievances to which their landlords
and the government gave a deaf ear.”> With regard to imperial tenants, this thesis will

show how much Haile Selassie tried to address the grievances of his tenants.

The life and times of Emperor Haile Selassie were closely associated with philanthropic
activities. The Emperor’s concern for the rehabilitation of the helpless, hopeless, and
desperate sections of the Ethiopian society was started while he was heir to the throne, an
initiative to which he gave greater attention after he became Emperor. In connection with
the establishment of the Haile Selassie I Foundation, Abira Jimbrié, the onetime Vice
Director of the Foundation, giv.es us a very interesting piece of information regarding the
genesis of the Emperor’s rehabilitation activities and the various welfare institutions
established by him as well as the objectives of these institutions. He also specified kinds
of donations that the Emperor made in perpetuity to the Foundation.”® Similarly,
Wondimteka Shiferaw and Sisay Birhane conducted independent studies on the history of

rehabilitation of the blind. These two reaserchers have brought to light the amount of

*Dessalegn, p. 25.

#1.8.D. Lawrence, Tenancy Reform in Ethiopia (F. A. O., Addis Ababa, 29™ August, 1963), p. 1. See also
Bizuwork Zewdie, “The Problem of Tenancy and Tenancy Bills with Particular Reference to Arssi” (Addis
Ababa University, June 1992), M.A. thesis in History, pp. 76-120. Regarding tenants of the Bétd Rist in
general Ketebo writes: “Their condition was as hard as those under other landlords and even worse in some
circumstances”, Ketebo, p. 162.

% Abiira Jimbrié, Yi Qddamawé Haili Selassié Bigo Adragot Dirijit Mamdsirdt (The Establishment of
Haile Selassie | Foundation) (Addis Ababa, Birhan Ena Silam Qddamawé Haile Selassie Printers, 1952
E.C.), pp. 30-31, 63, 80, 86, 100-°09.
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money that the Emperor gave for the gstablishment of the school for the blind.”’
Information on the Emperor’s sincere interest for, and amount of property invested in,
rehabilitation is very useful to my research, an issue that I will try to develop further by
providing a more meaningful and balanced assessment of the role that the Emperor
played so as to improve the conditions of the aged, orphaned, disabled, poor, and

outcastes.

2TWwondimteka Shiferaw, “Sabata Merha Ewuran School for the Blind”, B.A. thesis in History (Addis
Ababa University, May 1983), p. 20. See also Sisay Birhane, “A History of Rehabilitation for the Blind in
Ethiopia Since 19417, M.A. thesis in History (Addis Ababa University, December, 2006), pp. 56-58.
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1.2. Methodology of the Study

This research applies the analytical and narrative approaches. The typical form of
analysis employed in this research is critical analysis. Source materials are, therefore,
criticized both externally and internally during and at the end of the data collection,
namely before interpretation of data commenced. The thesis is organized chronologically

while the different chapters take up different sub-themes.

The methodology that is deployed in this research is a combination of archival research
and collection of oral testimonies with the emphasis on written sources. In this respect,
much effort was made to consult different kinds of documentary materials such as official
letters, wills, receipts, court records, official minutes, different kinds of agreements,
contracts, revenue-expenditure summary, proclamations, regulations, tax lists, budgets,
and reports. Attempt is also made to interrogate the documents in light of information
obtained from oral informants. I selected the method of individual interviews as the best
way of extracting information from informants because it is flexible and adaptable, which
often results in a much higher response rate than a questionnaire. From the very
beginning, I decided against the use of questionnaires because my informants are elderly
people who do not find it easy to respond to a long series of questions in writing. They
would rather feel at ease to reminiscence about their experiences and observations during
interviews. This method also enables the researcher to bring out the perspectives of his
interviewees. To this effect, the researcher asked them leading questions to support their

opinions, views, and perceptions.
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Probing questions of the unstructured type were prepared so as to avoid the problem of
limited response questions which is often evident in structured questions. The questions
were open-ended which allowed me great latitude to raise broad issues in whatever order
seemed appropriate. By the same token, informants were allowed to raise questions or
any other concerns at any interval during the conduct of the interview. To avoid possible
bias and to make them reflect upon their true experiences, the researcher presented
himself neutral and explained his purpose as purely academic. During the progress of
interviews, the researcher probed, followed up, clarified, and elaborated responses to
attain accurate responses. In the meantime, the narrative of the interviewees is recorded
by means of written notes. This recourse is taken because, as previous experiences have
shown, elderly people are scared of recording instruments. But one major challenge that
needs to be noted here is that many of them died and the few surviving ones were not
easy nuts to crack. With all the necessary methodological skills used to obtain relevant
information, key informants were found to be highly skeptical and were not willing to
give genuine information for they preferred to kill time talking only on the pulpy part.
Any attempt to press into the hard core would severe friendliness for such attempts led to
interchange of ideas to sudden rupture. On the whole, as if something bad would befall
them, they were not willing to stay tuned. Rather, they pretended to be forgetful of
events, which they knew, due to old age. Moreover, against what archival information

confirmed, they were biased.

The researcher’s effort to procure information from secondary literature was not as such
rewarding. However, my efforts were not totally fruitless. When this study was started,

one problem that was pressing upon my heart was the definition of the term Bétd Rist.
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The pursuit for its meaning took the researcher several days of reading secondary
literature including dictionaries written in various languages until it was obtained in the
Ph.D. dissertation of Tekalegn Wolde Mariam. As subsequent search for information
from B.A., M.A., and Ph.D. theses revealed, during the post-liberation period, there were
many property management institutions established by members of the ruling aristocracy
and other members of the royal family. Therefore, the secondary literature was useful to
identify the state domain and the private domain of the Emperor, privatization and
commercialization of land, mechanized and partially mechanized farming activities,

tenancy and philanthropy.

Next to the secondary literature, the researcher made great attempt to cull information
from newspapers. Birhan Ina Sdlam, the weekly Amharic Newspaper, which started
publication as of January 1, 1925, and Addis Zimdn, the daily Amharic Newspaper which
started publication after the restoration of the monarchy in 1941, provided relevant
information on the roots of welfare institutions in Ethiopia, the various donations that the
Emperor made to these institutions, the property of the Emperor, mechanized and
partially mechanized farming activities undertaken on some of the monarch’s estates,
lands sold by the Bétd Rist Office and the amount of income that the Emperor collected
from house rent, and the amount of tax arrears that the military government needed from
the royal family and from other members of the ruling aristocracy. The other newspaper
consulted is Yd Ityopiva Dims (The Voice of Ethiopia) which provides information on the

kind and amount of property that the Emperor donated to welfare institutions.

Then the search for data demanded the researcher to visit different archival centers in

Addis Ababa. One thing that I would like to make clear in this connection is that this
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thesis draws heavily on archival materials. Above 90% of the information that was used
to write this dissertation was collected from the Wéldd Misqdl Tariku Memorial
Research Centre of the Institute of Ethiopian Studies. Thus, the researcher devoted ample
time to collect data in the Wildd Misqil archives, National Archives and Libraries of
Ethiopia and archives of the Ministry of Finance and Agriculture. In almost all these
archival centers, the researcher got information of varied degrees of relevance except in
the archives of the Ministry of Agriculture for the office was transferred from Casa
Inches to Gurd Sola; T could not get access because it had to be reorganized. In the
archives of the Ministry of Finance, the researcher obtained information on the careers of
one of the General Administrators of the Bétd Rist during whose time the Office
registered much success. Again, in the National Archives and Libraries of Ethiopia, the
researcher culled useful information regarding property management institutions of other
members of the royal family and the nationalization by the military government of the

property of the royal family.

Yet, the full archives of the Bétd Rist are deposited in the Wildd Misqédl Research Center
of the Institute of Ethiopian Studies. Considerable amount of time was invested to gather
data sufficient enough to write this thesis. The documents are deposited in a separate
room, and are in good keeping relatively. As a result, the researcher faced no serious
problem in accessing them. However, my stay in the W&ldd Misqél archives was not
without problem. In addition to the dirt, from July 2012 to July 2014, the research centre
was almost closed. During my stay in the archival centre only one man was assigned

whose duty was limited to airing the archives once in a while.
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Attempts were also made to gather data from some institutions that had, in one way or
another, relationships with the Béid Rist. One of these was the Embassy of the Kingdom
of the Netherlands from which the Office used to collect rentals. However, in spite of all
the necessary documents in hand, the Embassy proved to be tough territory to cross. I
tried several times but they prevented me to enter and gather data. This gap is, however,

successfully filled by the Wild4 Misqél archives.

In the course of the writing, I prefer to give quotations first in Amharic and then their
translations in English. This is done because an accurate translation is not always possible
particularly regarding idiomatic and nuanced of expressions. I have, therefore, tried
sometimes free, at other times literal translations. The reader will, however, be able to
check the English against the Amharic. | have, at times, given rather long quotations to

do justice to the source.
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Chapter Two: - The Property of Emperor Haile Selassie

Before we directly dive into the discussion of the movable and immovable property of the
Emperor that was located in the different parts of the country, I found it appropriate to
discuss the difference between a king’s personal property and the property of the state.
Was there a distinction in Ethiopian law between the two? If the answer is yes, when did
the tradition of separating private and state property start? This is very important because
there has not been a clear line of distinction between state domain and the private domain

of Ethiopian sovereigns.

Any attempt to analyze the above issue impels one to ask this question: What is the
evidence in historic Ethiopia for a certain property, for example land, to be the property
of the state or of the Emperor? If we go back in time and see the claims of the Ethiopian
medieval kings, the issue becomes complicated. Historical works invariably recount the
theory that all land in the kingdom belonged to the king. But what did this mean in
practice is a moot question that has not been addressed by scholars due to the absence of
sources that shed light on the issue. The theory that gave the king the right to take land
without purchase from anybody is also asked.”® However, the office of the aldgincit
through which Gondérine ruling families of the 18™ century used to preserve and transfer
their holdings over several generations indicates the presence of private property within
members of the royal family.” The above point, however, refers only to the presence of

private property and does not refer as to whether there was an evidence to show

B Tadesse Tamrat, Church and State in Ethiopia (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1972), p. 98.

*Donald Crummey, “Family and Property among the Amhara Nobility” Journal of African History (1983),
Vol., 24, No. 2, pp. 207-220. See also Richard Pankhurst, “An 18™ Century Dynastic Marriage Contract
Between Empress Mentewab and Ras Mikael Sehul of Tigray” Bulletin of the School of Oriental and
African Studies, Vol., XLII, Part 3, (1979), pp. 48-53.
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distinction between the private property of the royal family and that of the state. Besides,
we have been frequently informed by the literature about the king’s reversionary right in
both rist and gult land tenure systems, which indicates, in the true sense of the term, the
absence of private property of individuals and of the state. The king was rather the sole

owner of the land, a circumstance that bolstered the claims of the medieval kings.

How long did this medieval situation continue? It is not easy to answer this question right
up to the time of Menilek IL. In the era of Haile Selassie, however, there was a move to
separate the two types of property. For example, the right of a person to own private
property is legalized both in the Civil Code of the Imperial Ethiopian Government and in
the 1955 revised constitution of Ethiopia.’® In addition to this, Haile Selassie made it
clear on several occasitions that there was a distinction between his own property and that

of the state.”

The main confusion centers on lands that belong to the Crown and those that belong to
the sovereign personally. While these lands were different in terms of their use, some
scholars have argued that the income frora Crown lands went to Haile Selassie personally
for his own use.*? This must, however, be corrected. The income from Crown lands was
rather used for the up-keep of the palace or used for sustaining government activities.
Therefore, the assumption that an income that went personally to the Emperor and that

same income used to meet the needs of the court is rather erroneous. It is clear that the

0y ltiyopia Nigusd Ndgdst Mdngist Ya Fitiha Bihér Hig (Civil Code of the Imperial Ethiopian
Government) (Addis Ababa: 1952), pp. 243-318. See also The Revised Constitution of Ethiopia (Addis
Ababa: 4% November, 1955), p. 4.

*' Addis Zéimdn, Tahisas (December) 7, 1954 E.C., Firé Kénafir Zi Qadamawi Haile Selassie

Nigusd Ndagdst Zd Ityopiya (Speeches of Haile Selassie I, King of Kings of Ethiopia) Vol. 6, (Addis

Ababa: 1963 E.C.), p. 3160. See also The Haile Selassie I Prize Trust Revised CHARTER (Addis

Ababa: 1969), p. 28.

*?Aleme Eshete, “General Examination on Ethiopian Feudalism” an unpublished paper presented on the
Conference on Ethiopian Feudalism (A.A.U., Institute of Ethiopian Studies, Addis Ababa, 1976), p. 11.
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Emperor owned extensive rist and rist gult lands located in the provinces. But Crown
lands such as Gannd Gdb or Mad Bét, and Wirrd Geinu lands were not the private lands
of the Emperor.33 Be that as it may, one can argue, with a fair degree of confidence, that
it was Emperor Haile Selassie who made the first practical and legal attempt to clearly
distinguish between the two - state and private domain. The several tax receipts prepared
by the Ministry of Finance of the Imperial Government of Ethiopia in the name of
Emperor Haile Selassie meant that there was distinction between the two, too.>* This
clearly indicates that the Emperor used to pay tax for the government and this can be

regarded as hard evidence for the king’s private property.
2.1. The Private Property of Haile Selassie.

One thing that needs to be made clear is that our purpose here is not to make an exact
account of the private property of the Emperor. This is very difficult mainly because
sources do not provide us with the exact amount of the monarch’s net worth. But, it is
revealed that, the movable and immovable property of the Emperor that was managed by
the Bétd Rist Office was of different kinds and was located from Eritrea in the north to
Balé in the south; and from Illubabor in the west to Harérgé and even to Djibouti in the
cast. The kind and amount also varied from province to province. For example, except in
Eritrea and Gojjam, the Emperor owned vast tracts of lands as rist and rist gult in the

other provinces. According to the findings of this study, the Emperor owned only one

3Richard Pankhurst, Economic History of Ethiopia, 1800-1935 (Ethiopia: Addis Ababa, Haile Selassie 1
University Press, 1968), p. 148. The most fertile tracts were reserved for the palace, Ege, p. 138.

3*The Wildd Misqil Archives is replete with tax receipts prepared in the name of the monarch. In 1962, for
example, the Bétd Rist Office paid Eth. 54 birr and fifty cents of land, education, and health tax and tithe to
the government for one gasa of land located at Gibawi in Kiffa, LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 59, ¢. 2.
.., File No., 31. See also Folder No., 315, File No., 18.
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house in the port town of Misiwa (Massawa). In a confirmation letter written on April 16,
1953 by Negadras Birhand Silassé Abayéré, this house was the property of Salém Abéd
Biihabis and was located along Asé Yohannis Avenue in the port town. The house was
ground plus one. According to this document, on behalf of the Emperor, it was Bitwddcid
Andargagiw Misay who bought it from the person who represented Salem, Gusseppi

Aviasano, against a payment of Eth. 20, 000 birr in 1953.%

In spite of the fact that the province of Gojjam was believed to be the granary of the state,
and despite its relative proximity to the center, as this study confirmed, the monarch
owned little or no rist or rist gult lands in Gojjam. His property in the Province of Gojjam
was limited to a land located on the banks of the Lake Tana in the town of Bahir Dar. In
1960, it was Fitawrari Gila Giyorgis, the onetime mayor of the town of Bahir Dar, who
gave the Emperor urban land called Sum Abo that measured 8, 750 square meters.*® In
the remaining provinces, excluding his lands in urban areas, the Emperor held more than
fifteen thousand gasa of lands, the bulk of which was located in the provinces of Siwa,
Harérgé, and Arsi.”” Hundreds of gasas of lands were located in the province of Tigray
and about a hundred gasas in the provinces of Kiffa, Wiilldga, and Illubabor. His land in

the provinces of Simén and Bégémdir, Gdmu Gofa, Balé, and Willo amounted to a

3The cadastral number of the house was 52 and was located at a place called Aezola Taweld, LE.S.,
W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 311, ¢. 2. #*. (\.., File No., 31.

3 Fitawari Gila Giyorgis bought this land from the children of a certain Afrinj and was his private property,
and its cadastral No. is 177. LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 311, ¢. 2. /. (L., File No., 6. See also annexes
15 and 16.

IL.E.S., W.T.M.R.C,, Folder No., 0, ¢. 2. #. (., File No,, 2088, Bigo Adragot (Welfare Trust) and the
Bétd Rist of Emperor Haile Selassie L.
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significant figure. According to a 1954 report, for example, the Emperor owned 500

gasas of land in the province of Kéffa.*®

The lands of the Emperor were located in all altitudinal zones (Qola, Woina Déga, and
Diiga) of the country. Thus, they were suitable for the cultivation of varieties of grains
and cash crops (such as coffee), and for different kinds of fruits and vegetables. The
fertility of the land was highly rated. Interestingly, some of his lands were located within
the drainage basins of two or more perennial rivers and streams making irrigation
agriculture possib]e.39 In addition to the cultivable lands, the Emperor held lands covered
with trees.’* The trees were of indigenous and exotic types. Some of these lands were
forests that were used for the production of timber and charcoal. In some selected

provinces, the Emperor owned also cattle breeding F arms.”!

Haile Selassie was arguably one of the pioneers in the development of real estate in the
country. In almost all the major towns of the country, he owned houses of different types.
But, most of the houses were located in the city of Addis Ababa. For the sake of
administrative convenience, the houses were given specific names. In Addis Ababa, the

Emperor held twenty four plots of lands.** Most of the houses were made of wood,

3 According to a notice written, on May 13, 1954, by Ddgjazmac Miisfin Sil4s to the Emperor, the latter
owned 500 gasa of coffee land in Kiffa awraja alone. The king’s lands were selected by Ddjazmac Masfin,
LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 59, ¢. 2. #. L., File No., 4.

¥Milka Sadé for example was drained by the Rivers Késsdm, a tributary of Awas, Awa$ and Qabéna.
LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 0, ¢. . #. (L., File No., 28.

“ In Wonj for example the Emperor held 5 gasa of forest land. LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 22, . 2.
#. (L., File No., 36. For the forest of Anfilo in the province of Wiilldga see LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No.,
3, File No., 28.

“'n the province of Simén and Bigémdir, for example, the Emperor established a cattle breeding Farm at a
place called Abba Samuél in Azidzo gdbdlé, 1L.E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 76, ¢. . #. (\.., File No., 3.
“The lands (and the properties therein) were given specific numbers from 1 to 24 and were known as 1%,
2™ 31 24" Béri Rist. For examlEle his lands and properties in the vicinity of Sidest Kilo were those from
1*'t0 7 Béta Rist. The 8™, 9™ 10™ and 11™ Béti Rists were located in the vicinity of Arada Giyorgis; | ¥
Bétd Rist in Qagiiné; 13", and 14" Bétd Rist in Gulallé Gafirsa; the 15" around Tiklahaymanot; 16" Bétd
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covered with grass, and were plastered with mud. Some others were houses covered with
metal sheets, palaces, and villas. Rarely, we find houses in the category of &% § °&C 0+
(ground plus). These houses were major sources of revenue for the Emperor. The
monarch used to collect substantial amount of money from these houses in the form of
rentals. They were leased out for individual Ethiopian and foreign nationals, for
government offices such as the State Bank of Ethiopia, for private associations and

. 8
companies, and even for an embassy.

The Emperor was a major share holder in several small scale industrial plants that were
established before and after the period of Italian occupation. He invested a huge amount

. i s i .44
of money in textile, food processing, brewery, transport, and insurance companies.

One major facet of modernity that we see in the management system was that vehicles
were used to maintain efficiency. Some of these were given for office use and others
were used for transporting agricultural products such as grains of different types, fruits,
and vegetables from the provinces to Addis Ababa before they were sold out to the

residents of the city. Last but not least, the Emperor owned some tractors that were

Rist in Arada, Sératififia Sifir; 17" Béti Rist was Palazzo Raiteri in Adwa Square adjacent to Ethiopia
Hotel; 18", 19", and 20" Bétd Rists in the vicinity of Princess Séihay Memorial Hospital which is now the
Army’s Hospital; 21* and the 24" in the vicinity of Qéranéyo Midahnélim. L.E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder
No., 19, ¢. 2. #2. (L., File No., 2. In his book which he did not totally examine it Kapuscinski tells us that
the Emperor owned 27 automobiles that made up his private fleet, Ryszard Kapuscinski, The Emperor:
Downfall of an Autocrat (London: Penguin Books, 1983), p. 12.

“The Embassy of the kingdom of the Netherlands used to pay Eth. 1, 400 birr to the Bétd Rist Office from
Tune 21, 1952 to 1975, LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 267, ¢. =. /. N.., File No., 9. On Miskdrdam
(September) 15, 1949 E. C., the Ethiopian Air Lines entered into house rent contract with the Bétd Rist
Office, LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 267, +. &. #~. (L., File No., 33. See also annexe 28.

“The Bétd Rist Office for example owned shares in Sabean Utility Corporation, Insurance Company of
Ethiopia, Coca Cola Company, Indo-Ethiopian Textiles, and Ceralia Foods. L.E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder
No., 340, ¢. . #. (L., File Nos., 1, 2, 3, and 5.
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deployed in mechanized and partially mechanized farming activities.” Interestingly
enough, the first road that linked the towns of Hardr and Diré Dawa was the property of

4
the monarch.*®

Outside Ethiopia, Haile Selassie owned houses and villas in neighboring Djibouti and in
England. His land in Djibouti measured 15, 888 square metres.”” In the town of Bath in
England the Emperor owned a villa named Fairfield. Until 1967, the budget for Fairfield
was allocated from the Béti Rist treasury. For example, the treasury office allocated £

646 and 74 pound sterlings for the year 1957 for the up-keep of Fairfield.*

Regarding the amount, types, and uses of the property of the Emperor, the chapters below

shall provide more detail.
2.2. Mechanisms of Acquiring Property

The importance of looking at the different ways of acquiring property seems irrelevant if
our purpose is to make mere listing of the already known mechanisms which have been
repeatedly stated in the existing literature. It is, however, important to analyze them in
light of certain historical developments that unfolded in the country in the period under
study. Thus, far beyond mere enumeration, the mechanisms will be analyzed in such a
way that they give us information that would help us to understand the period from

different angles. Above all, it gives us opportunity to look into how power and property

“Food, and other crops, fruits and vegetables for example were transported from Tifsihitd Génnit, Arsi, to
Addis Ababa by vehicles and the land was cultivated by tractors. LE.S,, W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 4, ¢. ».
. (., FileNos., 1, 2.

“Regarding the Diré Dawa-Hardr highway construction contract given, on November 26, 1926, from
Empress Zawditu to Ras Tifiri see LE.S., W.T.M.R.C,, Folder No., 15, #. . #*. (L., File No., 12.

Y1 E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 11 ¢. 2. #*. (L., File No., 35.

1 E.S., W.T.M.R.C,, Folder No., 1, ¢. 2. #. (L., File No., 12.
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are woven together in the history of the country’s political economy. Though Haile
Selassie followed, in the majority of instances, legal procedures, and never claimed a
piece of land or property arbitrarily simply because he was the most powerful man of the
time, the impact of power was strongly felt in the various ways of acquiring property. For
instance, if we ask the question why people asked the Emperor to inherit their property,
the obvious and main reason was protection. When a widow or barren couples, at the
time of old age, asked the Emperor to inherit their property, they sought at the same time
security of livelihood that would be given in the form of pension as long as they lived in
this world and they would not be vulnerable to threats of plunders by some powerful
people, or by their close relatives. Again, if balabats (local gentry) and other influential
men asked the Emperor to inherit their property, the motives behind were clear. They

sought to curry favor from the MAN, both as Ras Téféri and Emperor Haile Selassie 1.

The archives at the Bétd Rist section of the Wildd Mésqédl Memorial Research Centre are
replete with inheritance and bequest stories. An informant also told me that balabats
“bequeathed” their land when they failed to pay government tax.*’ Reverting land to the
state in the above mechanism was known as Gibrd 7¢il. Basically, if an individual failed
to pay tax to the government for a given land which he/she held use right, the land should
be reverted to the state. If we ask the question why people (excluding his father)
bequeathed their property to the Emperor, the answer is clear. Many people bequeathed

property in return either for protection, pension, or to maintain power and privilege. So, it

“Informant: Aro Ziagiyd Siifu. In a letter written on April 3, 1969, from the Ministry of Finance to the Béici
Rist Office we learn that the Bétd Rist owed the government from Eth. 800, 000 birr as tax arrears (1948 to
1964) its 417 gasas of land located in Adal and Issa Gara Guraga awraja of the province of Harirgé, LE.S.,
W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 15, ¢. 2. #. (., File No,, 10. In a rather confusing document of land
consignment, written on December 25, 1963, we are informed that the Bétd Rist consigned 317 gasas to
state domains in Gibrd Tdl retaining 100 gasas, Archives of the Ministry of Finance, Yd Girmawindtacciw
Bétd-Rist, Hariir, File No. 45.
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was not automatic. On the part of the Emperor, he never inherited property unless the
property to be inherited fulfilled two thirgs. One is that the land or the property must be
usable which means that the land must be vast and fertile and very alluring in terms of its
economic potential. Secondly, it should cover at Jeast the payment that was to be given to
the givers in the form of pension per month. That was why the Emperor assigned people
to assess the amount and kind of property to be inherited before their application got

0
acceptance.5

Allan Hoben fittingly showed the link between power and property when he wrote: “The
relative importance to an individual of these various ways of acquiring land depends on
his position in the domestic cycle, his standing in his local community, and his status in
the wider spheres of regional politics.”*" For an Emperor who dominated the life of a
country for a little over half a century, Hoben’s statement is of paramount importance to
understand the full meaning of the link between power and property. This was reflected,
as we shall see one by one, in the reasons that impel people to bequeath property to the
Emperor; price of land or other property that the Emperor bought; in the various imperial
land grants made to him; and in the relationship between the Emperor and some

influential provincial governors and local balabats (gentry).

When we examine the documents, we discover at least six major avenues of acquiring
property. The first is what the Emperor inherited from his father and from other members
of the royal family, and from other individuals. Secondly, property was acquired through

confiscation. Unsuccessful rebellions and attempts on the life of the heir apparent were

91E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 18, ¢. . #. (i, File No., 33.
51 Allan Hoben, Land Tenure among the Amhara of Ethiopia: the Dynamics of Cognatic Descent (Chicago
and London: the University of Chicago Press, 1973), p. 144.
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excellent opportunities to confiscate their property. Thirdly, the Emperor purchased
property from individuals and from government. He also acquired property through
various unjust mechanisms and under several pretexts. Finally, imperial land grant also

constituted another crucial way of acquiring property.

The practice of bequeathing land to monarchs was not started during the reign of Haile
Selassie. Sources reveal that local balabats and governors bequeathed land to Menilek TI.
For example, a certain balabat named Butajira in Silulta wérdda bequeathed fifteen
gasas (a gasa measuring on average forty hectares) of land to Emperor Menilek II. The
giver was in return allowed to own one gasa of land in the form of pension.52 Similarly,
Fitawraré Ziminfis, a eunuch, bequeathed ten gasSas of land to Menilek in Silallé
awraja of the province of Siwa. These lands were later given to Ras Mikonnén, and
from Ras Mikonnen they passed to Haile Selassie.”® However, the practice seems to have

reached its climax during the reign of Haile Sellassie.

Now, let us look at each of the above ways of acquiring property by providing pertinent
examples. We will discuss this under three distinct periods of the Emperor’s career-
before 1916, after he became heir (1916-1930), and after he became Emperor (1930 to

1975). First, let us consider properties that he inherited from his father.

Déjazmac¢ Téfari (Haile Selassie after 1930) inherited property from his father, Ras
Mikonnen, and from other members of the royal family. The properties were located

both in urban and rural areas. For example, when on December 18, 1961, the Haile

S2LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 88, ¢. . #*. (1., File No., 6.
B LES., W.T.M.R.C,, Folder No., 227, ¢. 2. #*. (L., File No., 21.
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Selassie 1 University (now Addis Ababa University) was officially inaugurated, Haile

Selassie made an eleven-page inaugural address. From this we read the following:

RSP ANATT T HE P9PIerCem« RLGCAL WAL 0FS enHOT

AOANT U WIR.ECC hAOFTFT NACA &0 ohT? fOLNIOF 20 ChFFrr 2T

(et N NOFD- D ARFEEE A ANChTGA="

On our part we have given this pai&ce together with the land, our private
rist that we inherited from our father, Ras Mckonnen, to the Ethiopian
people, for the establishment of the university that we are inaugurating
today, to be ours and our peoples monument for perpetuity.
This is the Ginnitd Le’ul (Paradise of the Prince) palace at Sidest Kilo campus that

spread over 276,150 square metres.

In Cirgir awraja of the province of Harirgé, at a place called Wula Quné, the Emperor
inherited 26 gasas of land from his father. Ras Mikonnen bought the lands around 1893.
In this same awraja at a place called Bika, he also inherited land the amount of which is
not clearly specified from his father. According to one archival document, Ras Mikonnen
bought these lands from Emperor Menilek II for 100 sdnadir (snider rifles).” Besides,
the Emperor inherited 100 gasas of land in the different parts of the province of Siwa

from his father.”®

In adition to what he acquired from his father, Téafdri inherited property from the

members of the Siwan nobility. For example, in Addis Ababa he inherited a total of 203,

MFiré Kinafir Zi Qiadamawé Haile Selassie Nigusd Ndgdst Zii Ityopiva (Speeches of Haile Selassie I, King
of Kings of Ethiopia) (Addis Ababa: 1963 E.C.), Vol. 6, p. 3160.

*LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 15, ¢. 3. #~. (t., File No., 10.

*LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 11, ¢. 3. #*. (1., File No., 48.
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260 square metres of land from Ras (Nigus after 1917) Wildd Giyorgis Aboyd, grandson
of Nigus Sahld Selassé of Séwa; from Wiizdro Tisimé Abayirga and from Wdizdro
Wildttd Yohannis. The land which measured 143, 403 square metres that the Emperor
inherited from Nigus Wildd Giyorgis, was located in Little Aqaqi which is now in the
vicinity of the Netherlands Embassy and its compound. The remaining land was located

in Afingo Bir.”’

Tifiri also inherited lands close to a thousand gasas from Emperor Menilek II, Empress
Zawditu and from Lij Iyasu in the provinces of Siawa, Arsi and Willdga from which the
Emperor used to earn Eth. 17, 268 birr and 40 cents per year. But, it is clear that Lij
Iyyasu might not in any way give property to Tfiri, his arch enemy. But, as we shall see
below, the several aborted plots and rebellions made on the life, and against the growing
influence, of Tifiri in the times of Empress Zéwditu were excellent opportunities to

appropriate the property of the plotters and the conspirators.”

In Raya and Azibo awraja of the Governorate General of Tigray, the Emperor inherited
lands which were the rista-gults of Emperor Menelik II and Empress Zéwditu. From
Menilek he inherited lands located in Gatura and Cérgér, and from Zéwditu he inherited
lands located in Célima Dur, Alamata, Jihan, Gimilo, Mé’ara, and Sibta. On November
26, 1946, a Committee made up of three people was formed to investigate the rista-guls
of the Emperor which he inherited from Menelik and Zawditu in the awragja mentioned
above. Accordingly, the Committee listened to the words of five witnesses who

unanimously confirmed the above information as genuine. Gatura and Cérgér became

SLE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 11, ¢. 2. #. (L.., File No., 35.
¥ E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 1, File No., 1.
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rista-gults of Emperor Menilek II immediately after the Battle of Adwa. The man who
was assigned to develop these areas (Menelik gave all the necessary inputs such as oxen,
ploughs and sickle) was Ddjazmac¢ Tédla who was at the same time appointed Ciga.
Originally, the rista-gults of Zawditu were given to her from Emperor Yohannis IV as

dowry at the time she was given in marriage to Ar’aya Silass¢:

NCAPT HO-Grf: & ACAPT AINF@ (%% 7 PL40F COrt: £R40F Cil Tt
NIBIPGTF® RS P h 4PL@ NOLLA BIPLM- hith T4 L4, .. Od énCenC 17
A 9°2Ah heeP HavF (Lavh(: LENTT +&AT APT A (16@7 Mo®7

B8y DT ATAD-., AT LA RYE, o 104 AN AT hPFD-. >

When Empress Ziwditu travelled [to Tigray] after the wedding with Ras
Ar’aya Silassé, Asé Yohannis willed that the land from Wérra Illu to
Tigray, where she took rest in daytime and where she slept at night to be
given to her as rist gult ...but as regards Cdrgdr, on the way back from
Adwa Asé Menelik gave the oxen, the farmer, the sickle and the plough to
Déjazmac Tédla so that he would develop the area... and Sihafé Ti'izaz

Geibrd Selassie gave to the Empress....
On the motives of keeping these lands, the Bétd Rist Office wrote the following:

Pt GO &hédd L (P14 AIC P917T@F Ccats rAE 09PN Aerdhl

pog.ehov@- (1ot AL ATLTT@ (It tHF ABUT PO At OFLhe- i

PE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 0, ¢. 2. #. (L., File No., 560.
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PTHI @ Web 21 (HaPY AHT PATIDT e10FET aoFQLe +OAL POV

@390 4.8 OANE PSOT AT8LPC Nt a0k HC A7 L@ F y@-:%0

The main reason that the Bétd Rist Office labored to formally receive the
rist and gult found in Tigray is not due lo eagerness for the wealth
obtained from the land. But the main idea is to keep it within the royal
family rather than to be owned by someone having no blood relation with
the royal family, for much money has been expended on the land at

different times.

When this document refers to the monarchs (7102+%) it has obviously referring to Menelik
and Zawditu. Besides, the Bétd Rist, as subsequent developments revealed, needed these
lands not merely for the memory of the monarchs but also because they saw in the lands
some sort of economic advantage. In general, the lands that the Emperor inherited from
Ras Mikonnin and Empress Zawditu measured 42 gasas and were located in Qala Harir,
Qotqoté, and Ad’arbaté. Ad’arbatie was first the land of Icagé Gibri Selassé which he

gave to Ras Mikonnin and latter transferred in gift to Tafiri.*!

The last story of bequest during the first phase of his career was the one that he acquired
from the pastoralists of Giré, Babill¢, and Word Humé in Eastern Hardrge in 1914. We
have no information about the amount of land that the pastoralists bequeathed to
Ddéjazmac Tifdri. The most interesting aspect of this account is, however, that they

bequeathed the land to Tafiri provided that the latter would not evict them, “L L ARIPATY

60 .

Ibid.
®'The lands that the Emperor inherited from Empress Ziwditu were also registered in the Ministry of
Finance, title deeds of ristd-gult and Siso land. LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 216, ¢. 2. #2. (l.., File Nos.,
2, 7and 19.
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h(RFF7T AC ATNA @-ch AGma.. " The text, literally translated, could read: “Not to be

evicted and not to be prevented from water and pasture for our cattle.”

Following the deposition of Lij Iyyasu in 1916, Déjazma¢ Téféri was made Ras and
became heir to the throne. From 1916 to 1930, the heir also acquired significant amount

of property from different people through different mechanisms.

One of these peoples who gave seizable amount of land to Ras Téfiri was Empress
Zawditu. In 1916, the Empress gave lands that measured 127 gasas to the heir located in
Ambo at a place called Tibé $iboka.®® Tafdri also inherited 103 gasas of land transferred
in gift from Emperor Menilek II and Empress Zawditu located in Nono, Coraqlé and
Tandbo gdbdlés of Limu wirdda of the province of Kiiffa.** The land that Haile Selassie
owned in these areas has a very interesting history that went back to 1889. At this time
the balabat of Limu was Abba Bagibo. When Nigus Wildi Giyorgis was appointed as the
Governor of Kiffa, disagreement arose between 4bba Bagibo and Nigus Wildd Giyorgis.
In an appeal letter written to Emperor Menilek II, Abba Bagibo is said to have
complained in the following way: “hs A4 MG 913 AOAIACTT 85 Aoy nChk ANTA
NAD- AAL 920D Aaodhta-. .. "% The text, literally translated, could read: “He applied to
Asé Menilek by saying I do not want to be imprisoned by the Amharas every morning
and evening rather give me a judge and let me share the rist...” Following Wélda
Giyorgis’s appointment to the province of Simén and Bégémdir in April 1917, he

divorced Wiiziro Wossén Yilds, and this land and property became her share. Latter

21 E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 15, ¢. 2. /. (L., File No., 10.

8] E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 311, ¢. 2. #°. (L., File Nos., 12,17, 18, and 21.

%4 According to information obtained from Yé Mcingist Bahir Mizgdb (The Main Government Records), Lij
Iyyasu inherited the lands from the local balabats. L.E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 59, ¢. 2. #~. (L., File
No., 25.

1 E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 59, ¢. 2. #~. (L., File No., 29.
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Wossin Yild$ bequeathed it to Ddjazmac¢ Habtd Mikael. On November 9, 1924, Tifiri

inherited the land, coffee and the cattle from Ddjazmac Habté Mikael.

Other people who bequeathed lands and other property to Tifdri were local balabats. In
Nazrét awraja for example, the local balabats bequeathed around 302 gasas of land to
the heir on May 19, 1925. The lands were located in Cika, Siré, Minjar and Sénkora, and
in Ziquala. In giving the lands to Tafiri, the local balabats are said to have confirmed the
bequeathal in the following way: “hi A% 52AT14L9>7 @1 Lot (MY (D&bE P4 hDLATFU~

LAZFED- 21eAN ool (1LY (F3L0* PO AOCATA NAD- Hi o0 VA

When Lej Haild Mariam and others were asked on whose name they
would swear when they gave accerding to the words of this document,
they said let Menilek die we bequeathed exactly according to the written

words.

The Emperor also owned vast tracts of land in Arba Gugu and Jdju awragjas of the
province of Arsi that came from Emperor Menilek II in gift. The local balabat that

bequeathed 1, 523 gasas of land to Menilek was named Jilo Gutu.”’

The members of the aristocracy also gave out seizable amount of land to Téféri. One of
these was Ras Gétagiw Abatd who gave 695 gasas of land located in Qo3amé, Kalman,
Adinidba Tibdmé, Arguma, Wonté, Girinzila, Middja, Wogdr, S#ki, and Bodité gdabdlés in
Marigqo, Silté, Mito, Dalo¢a, wirddas of Haiqo¢ and Butajira awraja of the province of
Siwa. The history of these lands mentioned above goes back to the late 1920s. The

original balabat of this area was Qdiifiazmac Tuké Mamma. Before 1929, Qdrifiazmac

] E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 315, ¢. 2. #. (., File No., 35.
71 E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 207, ¢. . #*. (\.., File No., 3.
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Tuké gave the land, which was estimated to measure 725 gasas, to Ras Abatd Buayaldw
retaining for himself the 15 gasas where his father was buried. Again he gave 1, 600
gasas to his children: Qabito Tuké, Sirbdmo Tuké, and Dubétu Tuké. Ras Gétacdw
inherited the land from his father and latter gave it to Téfiri. The tragic death of Agafari
S#ifu Bénibiiru, the counsel of the Bétd Rist Office, was associated with this land. A very
interesting letter that gives us hints about this matter is that written on January 28, 1966
by Ato Kibrit Mingisa, the counsel of the Béri Rist Office, to the Ministry of Justice.
According to this letter, Afo Géldtu Sirbédmo, the grandson of Qdgfifiazmac Tuké Mamma
fomented rebellion while the Office was preparing to measure the land of his father. But,
before the Bétd Rist officials started measuring the area, there was a civil case between
Gilatu and the Bétd Rist Office in which Galdtu was defeated.®® In order to have the title
deed, the Bétd Rist Office tried to measure the land. The man who was in charge of this
task was Agafaré Séifu Béndbaru. Agafaré Siifu was killed sometime between January

29, 1948 and April 3, 1948 in Mariiqo.”’

We have a similar but different story of the above kind from an informant. As we have
said above, Ras Gétacdw bequeathed the land to the heir before the period of the
occupation. During the period of occupation, the local balabats confiscated the lands of
the Emperor as Jjd Mcnafifia.” After the restoration of the monarchy, Agafari Siifu took
the case to court by alleging that the local balabats used illegally the lands of the
Emperor for themselves. In the process, the counsel won the case. The amount of land

restored to the Emperor through litigation measured above 300 gasas and was located in

®L.E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 311, ¢. 2. #*. (L., File No., 24.

“LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 208, ¢. 2. #*. 1., File No., 22.

"Dista Tikld Wild defines Jjd Mcinafifia as people who took the property or money of other people with
out having ownership right (WML ALFL@- 2AD- THHA POAL D+ hE o0GF LOAA hE oo pE TIAT 1D-:)
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Mariqo and Mito, and supported around 500 tenants. The land that became the cause of
Agafari Séifu’s death was located in Mito and the local balabat was Alijad Alénzo who
at this time was very old. After he won the case, Agafari Sdifu went to Mito to measure
the land and to have it registered after the name of the Emperor. At this time, Gona, the
son of Alijad Alénzo, fomented rebellion under the pretext of eviction. Escorted by 500

tenants, Gona approached Agafari Siifu and had him shot and killed.”

The above two accounts are supported in a title deed of rist-gult and siso land document
prepared by the Ministry of Finance of the Imperial Ethiopian Government which was
given to the Emperor on April 29, 1951 as a confirmation of his ownership right.
According to this document, the Mdlkdarifia and owner of the land is his Imperial Majesty,
Haile Selassie I. The lands were located in the wdrddas and gcibcilés mentioned above,
and measured 695" gasas. The type of the land is rist-gult and was cultivated by tenants
in mdgazo. Formerly, the Emperor paid a sdnga (fattened bull) to the government per
year as tribute. The 9" article in this title deed is important for it clearly spells out the
person from whom the Emperor inherited, viz., Ras Gétacdw Abatd. The Ministry gave
the title deed after it confirmed the ownership right of the Emperor from documents
preserved in the Ministry of Finance and from the words of five witnesses which the Bétc
Rist Office provided from that very area. However, in the special notice given in the
lower register of this document, the amount of land that the Emperor got from Ras

GétaCidw, as confirmed by the five witnesses is only 66 gasas. In article 4 of this

"nformant: Ato Zigiyi Siifu, son of the deceased Agafari Siifu Binidbiru. See also annexes 40 and 48.
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document we have 695" gasas that Ras Gétadaw gave to the heir. Out of this, the five
witnesses confirmed only 66 gasas. Besides, the Béti Rist Office favoured the five
witnesses by making them its minzir.”* This places the validity of the document under a

big question mark unless the heir got lands from other balabats in gift.

From the information we have given above, we can conclude that Agafari Sdifu charged
the local balabats on the basis of tangible reasons, and not on the basis of a fake pretext.
Thus, the position, on the part of the Betd Rist, that local balabats held the land of the
Emperor in i Mcdnafiia is genuine. But, the title deed prepared by the Ministry of
Finance in the name of the Emperor conveys confusing and contradictory meanings as
regards the amount of land that the Heir got from Ras Gétacdw, which consideribly

diminishes the validity of the document.

Similarly, in this same wdirdda at a place called Aqnata gdbdlé, the Emperor inherited 20
gasas from Wiizdro Wilatdyés; 2'2 gasas in Qumtané To§ gcibdilé from Ddjazmac Habti
Mikael, 75 gasas in Tulu Bido, Woliso wéirdda from Wiizdro Siwa Sihay lyyasu, and
Empress Zawditu freely gave him 73 gasas in Silalé. In Bati gdbdlé of Mardqo wdrdda,
the heir inherited 3 gasas of land from his father which he owned hagiiinat (as first

oc‘,c:upa.nt).?3

Ras Tiféri also inherited land and other property from ordinary peoples of both sex. In
Yiérdr and Kérdyu awraja, Kombol¢a wdrddd, at a place called Ardrti Maryam, he

inherited one fourth of a gasa land from the Gdbciz (administrator) of the church. The

"The names of the five witnesses who are decided to be minzir are Qcfiazmac Tuji Anjilo, Abdgaz Féni,
Wussén Mosro, Ato Kiflé Tégifl, and Ato Adindgw Zirdfu, LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 311, ¢. 5. #*. (L.,
File No., 12. See also annexe 12.

"LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 311, ¢. 3. #”. (L., File Nos., 12, 17, and 21. See also annexes 12, 13 and
14,
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motive behind this gift is clearly protection. An important couplet that tells us the time

indirectly and the reason for giving the land runs:

é.é OAING I OhC @®% INCE
4.4 i &40 T T KFeen="

The text, literally translated, could read; “Had there never been Téféri, I would have been

devoured by the sea; as long as there is Téfiri, let my table never be demolished.”

From what we have discussed so far, we are safe to state that power played a crucial role
in the acquisition of property. Power forms the main magnetic pull that impels people, be
it in the cases of the ruling aristocrats, or the local balabats, or ordinary people, to give

their land and property to the Emperor.

The period of power struggle during the first three decades of the twentieth century
between the forces of tradition and “progress” provided an excellent avenue for Ras
Téf4ri to appropriate significant amounts of property. Following the deposition of Lij
Iyasu, Princess Zdwditu Menilek became Empress and Tiéfdri heir to the throne. Step by
step, the influence of the heir increased in the activities of the government which for
some was a bitter pill to swallow. In the ensuing power struggle between the
“Progressives” led by Téfdri and the “Coqservative” circles mostly made up of the old
palace guards of Emperor Menelik II who formed the entourage of Empress Zawditu (as
an expression of rock solid fidelity to their deceased Menelik), the heir systematically

removed the roadblocks one after the other. Some of these lords whose property was

MLE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 340, ¢. . #. (L., File No., 9.
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destined to be confiscated were Lij lyyasu, Déjazmac Baléa Safo, and Ras Gugsa Wolé.
The property that Téfiri acquired from these people has to be examined within the
framework of the three rounds of power struggles made following the illness of Menelik
1. In the first round, the Siwans removed Taitu. During the second phase Lij Iyyasu was
deposed. The third gave Ras Téféri the green card to assume power.”” Nevertheless, what
happened during this time was not entirely a political matter. It was rather an excellent
opportunity for the heir to build up his economic might through confiscation. Therefore,

the benefit was two fold- political and economic.

[t is obvious that relations between the old palace officials of Menelik IT and Lij Iyyasu in
general, and the latter’s relation with Tafdri in particular, were not amicable. One of the
lands of Lij lTyyasu that Téfiri confiscated was located in Qilldim awraja of the
Governorate General of Willdga. The history of this land is very interesting. In 1913, Lij
Iyyasu visited Qilldim and Gidamé. The land beyond Komé was the private fief of
Ddjazmac Joté Tulu and was highly protected from the reach of other people. Back from
his favourite game, hunting of buffalo in the forest located there, Lij Iyyasu is said to
have asked Ddjazmac Joté for the forest on the ground that he would settle the
“Sangillas” of Gimira there. Based on his request, Déjazmac Joté automatically allowed
him to take it for free. But Lij Iyyasu is said to have refused taking the forest freely and
bought it for Eth. 5, 000 birr, one Miniser, and two Mcuser rifles. This land which Lij
Iyyasu bought from Ddgjazmac Joté spread over from Komé to Lafto Kurtu. A document,

written latter, captures some of the conversation that clinched the deal:

"The power struggles were made between 1908 and 1930. Bahru Zewde, A History of Modern Ethiopia,
1855-1991 (Addis Ababa: Addis Ababa University press, 2002), pp. 114-128.
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OB RSO (LU BN L7 O AALD: 7T ATIRY LM DILY h&.0t taeano-

ey mn Am’ 010047 ArPA A0 au- NAD- CENITF ST (LAT LEHOTTF
Ghge em08 NAD: LAMPFO k3 QAT AA@ALT 07710 hAUrT QPC ad

K9P0 Y NCS AEe PTAC mOTE At eP@HC MR ALBHIT & At

He®

When Lij Iyyasu, on his return from buffalo hunting, asked Ddjazmac Joté
for the forest land so that he would settle the S’anqillas of Gimira there,
and Ddijazmac Joté gave him automatically, Lij Iyyasu is said to have
replied “I would never take it for free” and bought it against a payment

Eth. 5, 000 birr, one Miniser, and two Mdwzér rifles.

The history of this land from 1924 to 1954 is obscure. After 1954, however, three groups
of people came into the picture- Afo Yoséf Joté, son of Ddijazmac Joté Tulu, Ato Térfa
Amiya, a member of the family of Ddjazmac Joté, and other people who used to plant
coffee in these lands. This clearly shows that the land was owned as [jd Mdnafifia by
different people. In fact some people also confirmed that the land where they planted
coffee was the rist of Lij Iyyasu. This was revealed by Ato Tdrfa Amiya when he
informed the matter in 1954 to the Bétd Rist Office of Qilldim awraja. From this account,
we can understand that there must have been some kind of misunderstanding between
Yoséf and Tirfa. At this time, Ato Tésfayd Gisissé, Sum (overseer) of the Béti Rist
Office of Qillim awraja reacted very quickly. He appointed, perhaps in accordance with
an order given from the Head Office, Ato Térfa as overseer of Gidamé wdrcida. Three

years after his appointment as overseer, conflict arose between the two when Térfa

6 1.E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 22, ¢. 7. #*. (L., File No., 2.
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started receiving rent (irbo) from tenants. Yoséf persuaded tenants not to pay rent to the
Bété Rist, a circumstance that took the two to the court. The lands were located at Kori,

Lafto, and Kortu gdbdlés and measured 13 gasas.

On July 25, 1957, a committee made up of four people was formed to investigate the
matter and to give its verdict. It was chaired by Lieutenant Colonel TdSomi Irgitu,
governor of Qillim awrgja. In the ensuing legal action, the Committee listened to the
cases of both the Plaintiff (Afo Tirfa Amiya) and the Defendant (470 Yoséf Joté). The
Plaintiff claimed the lands on the ground that Zij Iyyasu bought them from Ddgjazmac
Joté, a matter affirmed in 1954 by the awragja. The defendant on his part claimed that
since 1952, he cultivated the lands on contractual basis in accordance with an order given
from the Treasury Office of the awraja. When the Committee asked the treasurer of
Gidamé widrdda whether he received ta:: to the government from Yoséf or not, he
answered that he received tax from Yoséf as per the order given to him from the treasury
office of the awraja. When the Committee asked Yoséf to present an official contract
document, he answered that he held the lands bd agifindt (as first occupant). A further
investigation over this matter, however, discovered that Yosef held the land not by
aqinindt but through almindt (on contractual basis). After this, the Committee reached the
following conclusion. The appointment of Afo Térfa Amidya as overseer of Gidamé
wdrdda Bétd Rist in 1954 was officially communicated between the province, the awraja,
and the warada. In 1956, Ato Dargé Gibriyds, the governor of Gidamé warada
confirmed through ndgas (witnesses) that the lands were bought by Lij Tyyasu. Besides,
Yosef confirmed that the lands were not his rist before the Committee. Moreover, as for

the alleged contract that Yoséf entered with the wdérdda, evidence was not provided both
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from the wdrdida and from the defendant. Accordingly, the Committee passed verdict in

favour of the Emperor.

On June 24, 1966, the Head Office was ordered by the Ministry of the Pen to “restorethe
land located in Lafto Kortu to Wiizdro Asxald¢ Jote, daughter of Ddjazmac Jote, as rist.
The fact that the land was “restored” and not granted to Askalid¢ means that the Bétd Rist
recognized the ownership right of Askald¢. This indirectly tells us that the Bétd Rist
confiscated the lands illegally. For the letter of order speaks for itself, we provide the

pertinent section:

OEHE AONAT Bt (@A BAT® A28 it AR (o< AGF hid PrLOADT A0t
LEHTYT B hHC PhAAL ACOAPF@ 2102077 Aoy @L (A COt U-§ AATLTY

AgPMZ WIRUPTE K1APPATE AD- havpht@- ... 8O+ oot ADEHE hahAT

Sl RI9APPATOG (CAFTE K380 a0 HIFT 090G AdTO-Pav-s

Weiizdro Askaldc Jote applied for the restoration of land, which formerly
was the rist of her father, Ddjazmac Jote, located in Lafto Kortu of
Qdlldm awraja of the [province] of Willdga, which is now under the Bétd
Rist, by saying it would be for my pension, I respectfully notified the order
given to the effect that the land be restored to Wiiiziro Askaldic Jote as rist

and let her pay tax [to the government].

If we ask the question what important historical truth can we glean from the above
account? The answer is this one. The most important term in the above wording that

helps us to answer the question we have posed here is A#%A®PA™ which literally means

" Ibid.
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[to be restored] or [vacated] to me. The fact that the Emperor accepted her claim in
accordance with her application letter means that the Bétd Rist Office appropriated the
lands of her ancestral through some sort of unjust mechanisims. That is why, on having

realized the truth, the Emperor gave order to the effect that the land should revert to her,

its legal inheritor.

In addition to what he acquired from Déja¢ Balta as we shall see after a while, Ras
Tifiri also appropriated the lands of no less than 15, 000 retainers of Fitawrari Habti
Giyorgis following the death of their master. Despite the fact that Habtd Giyorgis was a
major stumbling block in the way of Téfdri to the throne, there was never an open
confrontation between them. In 1927, Déjac Bal¢a Safo presented an open challenge to
the growing power of Téfdri because he resented the gradual decline and downfall of
Empress Zawditu from the political pavilion. As subsequent developments revealed,
Baléa was not a false prophet in this. Undeterred by his close relation with Ras
Mikonnen as the latter was his godparent,78 first he was involved in a plot to assassinate
the heir organized and led by Bdjrond Wubsit Hailé and Aga Gébru whose property was
automatically confiscated following the failure of the intrigue. At this time, fortunately,
Balga’s property was not confiscated because his involvement was not discovered.
Finally, he openly challenged Téfdri in 1926. Nonetheless, by some calculated political
tricks, Ddja¢ Baléa’s resistance was finally broken. For the heir, the defeat and
subsequent detention of the hero was beyond a military and political victory. His defeat

was crucial economically, too. Reflecting on this Bahru said: “Téfiri, too, must have

8 Addis Zamdn, Vol., 7, No. 21, Miskiram (September) 9, 1940 E.C.
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coveted the coffee-rich province of Sidamo, which had become Balga’s personal fief.””

Téfdri’s economic exploits of the situation is also reflected in a conversation made
between the two when Ddgja¢ Baléa was detained. Answering to one of Téfdri’s
questions, Bal¢a is said to have replied the following way: “9°% &MU 9°7F NLARY £A™
9oy SCRPFA? THIN, 10 o442 The text, literally translated, could read: “Why do you
say what wrong have [ done to you? What part of mine is left for me? Is it my land or
my money?” Beyond any shadow of doubt, the reaction of Balca at this point tells us
that the heir confiscated the property of the hero. Be that as it may, one archival
document tells us that in 1927 Baléa bequeathed his rist and money to Téféri. The
document was written on November 10, 1942, and has ten articles. It has a very

interesting entry which reads:

10eR Govt PPULT REHTIE QAF ACOAFTFOIS TIHOFOT AR FO-
MA@L WG PPPANVFD- ICTP TRA 1122 PSP oCh 1N ATLAD-
AL @¢d BNTIT ALTHIPT ONF POLeIS Phut ALT CREHIYT QOAFT <197

COPTFOT AALPEAT hCO'T heA 90 12840 Towr AT hAS NCAT 11, 45

R A4 N4 PEATITINT @A hHY PPAe AT+ avANtd- jm-::d!

Ddjac¢ Baléa bequeathed his rist and money to His Majdsty in 1927/°28.,
and that his Majesty the king of kings who is filled with kindness allowed
us to keep half of Ddjac Baléa’s rist to Fitawrari Yisma, who formerly
claimed a will from Ddja¢ Baléa, and to Ddja¢ Baléa’s nephews, the

Jollowing is the agreement that we have entered into with Ndgadras

Bahru, pp. 132-'33
%K dbadd Tasdma, Ya Tarik Mastawdsa (Rememberance of History) (Addis Ababa: 1962 E.C.), p. 74.
*'LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 311, ¢. #. #. (L., File No., 22.
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Ti'umé Lisan Kasa, official of the Rist Department, and Ato Sdifu

Bdindibdiru, counsel of the the Bétd Rist Office.

At this point one has to ask the authenticity of the evidence for we have some reasons to
pose such a question. Firstly, given the unfriendly nature of their relation, Bal¢a might
not have bequeathed his property to Tafiri unless compelled to do so. Again, given
Bal¢a’s fearless stand and time-tested career as hero of the Battle of Adwa, he might not
even bequeath his property by force. Besides, informants strongly maintain that Balca did
not bequeath his property to the heir. An informant told me that first his property was
equally divided between Tifiri and Fitawerari Yisma. Moreover, sources tell us that
there were civil cases between Tifiri and Balcha’s relatives most of whom his nephews.
Latter Bal¢a’s relatives opened a civil case against Fitaweraré Yisma which they won.

And they took their share from Fitawerari Yisma while that of Téféri’s was kept intact.*?

In spite of my efforts, | have not discovered the will of Bal¢a. The document about which
we were talking about it is not consistent enough to attest that the bequest story as
genuine. Because, apart from being told that Bal¢a bequeathed his property to Téaféri,
there is neither written nor human evidence to confirm an official will of Balca.
Secondly, we are not clear about the author of the document. At the beginning we see that
the document was authored by the Bézd Rist and after which we are told that it is written
by Balca’s relatives. Some sources also tell us that given his fame as a hero of the Battle
of Adwa, public opinion on the confiscation of Bal¢a’s property by Tifdri was
unpleasant. Because of this we see the Emperor establishing a hospital after Bal¢a’s name

to which the money and property that he obtained was allegedly invested, namely Balca

informant, Afo Zigiyi Siifu. See also Addis Zimdn, Vol., 7, No. 21, Miskirdm (September) 9, 1940 E.C.
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Memorial Hospital.* From all this information we may say that the position that Balca
bequeathed his property to Téfiri is highly debatable. Thus it would not be possible to
accept the claim of bequeathal on the basis of the available documentation. The bare fact
is, however, that Téfiri’s inclusion in the division of the property of the hero is a clear
reflection of abuse of power. Then, brushing fairness aside for a while, the property of
Bal¢a was shared between Tifiri and his relatives, included in the list is Fitawrari
Yisma, about whom we do not have enough information as to whether he was Balca’s
relative or not. Because in the final article which reads: “n “v” hh “+” ¢+ad-t7 @A
PeF 007 aPPATY NLCTITFT A19PaheNT: 580 A0, eav-t:” The text, literally translated,
could read: “We witness in our signatures that we have agreed by our free will the terms
of the agreement mentioned from ‘A’ to ‘J.” Let Haile Selassie die.” This is followed by
fourteen siginatures, two of these are that of the Béfd Rist officials, one that of

Fitaweraré Yisma, and the remaining twelve, Bal¢a’s nephews and relatives.

The next important question that needs to be raised is how much property did the
Emperor get from the above division. In the document, we have eight articles in which
property is stated. Out of these, it is only in four of the articles that the type, amount and
location of property is clearly stated. In the remaining four, to which each group the
property was given, the amount is not clearly stated. This places the agreement of the
division under question mark with respect to fairness. In the clearly stated articles, for
example, the Emperor took about 459 gasas of land located in Marédqo, Agdmja, Sidamo,
Woliné, and Sankura. Assuming that Bal¢a’s relatives including Fitawerari Yisma took

equal shares, the divisional share for each would be a little more than 38 gasas of land.

3 Addis Zamdn, Vol., 7, No. 21, Miskirim (September) 9, 1940 E.C.
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Remarkably, having no blood ties with Bal¢a, the Emperor took the biggest proportion.
This situation is, however, more vivid when we turn to the articles that do not spell out
the amount of property given to the Emperor. The best example for this is the first article
which says in Amharic: “eM1& hf4AA9°G KA Ath FADT THING A LLEUTTT ANF (Lt
Ho T ALLAT OL “ICTIRIFTO- AU yo-:" The text, literally translated, could read:
“The relatives of Ddjac Bal¢a shall not seek the money deposited in the banks of Egypt,
Jerusalem, and England, and the shops therein, but to be to his Imperial Majesty.” In this
article, Balda’s relatives were spitefully prohibited from asking and from showing any
intention of asking the money deposited in the banks the amount of which is (it seems
intentionally done) not clearly stated. This is a clear indication that the Emperor used his
power to silence information and to prohibit legal inheritors from asking their share. In
the final analysis all these things place the plausibility of the document under a big
question mark. Put differently, sometimes the Bétd Rist showed the tendency to give legal

basis by its own right to the property that was taken over through unjust mechanisims.

Once again, on the basis of the above stated agreement, one of the lands given to Balca’s

relatives, as indicated in article six, was located in Bé¢o Abébé;

0¥ AL PLEF Q0K ot 1@ ke OARTE @F HOPRFFO- Uit T
PACA &0 ah YT ING N7INT A7 HANTD hAd, TR HO-8 APA Pav@ @) OEE
A0 hG AOTAALDAT 10C W ThAtao: eagegerky avalt eolth v A

AICTIPyFFO- avprkt? NPA WiLAoP<F APk @0 PA NPT KIROT°TTE

W80 mFHNP: AdF@-daps

81 E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 311, ¢. ». #*. (L., File No., 22.
5| E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 350, ¢. . #”. (L., File No., 46. See also annexe 21.
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A notice from Abba Hana was sent to us which he received from Afa Nigus
[the Spokesman of the King] Ziwdé Aydld to the effect that we would
reclaim a land in Bico Abébé, which according to the agreement was
given to the relatives of Balca, by saying the land was formerly that of Ras
Méikonndn. But, Abba Hana informed to his Majesty that it is impossible
to reclaim the land because it goes against the basis of the agreement. So,
if the land is included in the agreement, as you have heard in words, you

are ordered to seltle the matter in accordance with the agreement.

This means that the Béti Rist made an attempt to confiscate this land under the pretext
that it was formerly Ras Mikonnen’s land. However, it was not made effective as the
Bétd Rist officials realized that it goes against the division agreement made between the
Emperor and Bal&a’s relatives. The above statement clearly tells us that had there not

been the agreement, they would have opened a civil case so as to win the land.

Ras Gugsa Wolé was the next prey in this respect after whose death at the Battle of
An&im in 1930 Tifiri confiscated his lands that were located in the provinces of Wiillo
and Simén and Bigémdir. An appeal letter written to the Head Office, dated the 23" of
November, 1958 confirmed this situation as real. The area was in Wérrd Illu Jamma. A
certain tenant by the name Ali Muhiyi complained that Ras Gugsa had evicted him from
his land and made him his tenant. Unable to open a civil case with a powerful man
(AALH) like Ras Gugsa, Ali Muhiyd and others who were living on the land lost their rist
and were reduced to the status of tenancy paying irbo to Ras Gugsa. A more pertinent
point he stated on the confiscation of Gugsa’s land by the Emperor reads: “&0 #74 @4,

OP4IFO: Pt LH AICTTPIFFO- A COF PT 04 Civt T-9°F mOd AP0 APTIT ATT
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(0é +arta-... " The text, literally translated, could read: “When Ras Gugsa Wolé was
evicted as a result of his defiance, the land was given to the Bétd Rist of his Majesty and
was given to Qdnriac¢ Tégéf Busiri to be the Bétd Rist Sum (overseer).” The fall of Ras
Gugsa was very tragic for he lost three things at a time- his power, property, and above

all his precious life.

People who made unsuccessful attempt on the life of Tiféri were also victims of
confiscation. According to a letter written, on October 4, 1925, to Qdfifiazmac Béyénd
Habti Mariam, seven people (one woman and the rest men) who made an aborted attempt
on the life of the heir were punished for treason. As a result, Empress Zdwditu gave the
rists and money of the plotters to the heir. For a better understanding of the plot and the
measures taken against the plotters, I quote the full wording of the letter which reads as

follows:

OEHE BhSOCP I LEF AUA, £ NBCTL ONIT | AR OGP § o0hov AN A7 ©
AT] 89P0 I &J@¢d NAL WIHY A16T77 07184 11C QMG QA0 ADD DT
&0 TS9P AL hé Agofgt BCm@- fovhg. aPPGF@-T AFP10+ NATLLLNTFD
AN KD @O &0 e vt gt Ho-84: COMFO9° +hevav:
THOVFDT ATFIAU MAPFPAGT Cht A Ad2 @LT 0 tdd O
KIEHOCATF O+ LU~ NAPA A Achd, TOHH OAL APA NTIhtar AOFO-BTAG

At rat v LAY COTI TIHOIP® LHT Thd eH Aeed Ad-

A1 FONNG APEI® A HOCAFD- gy

LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 3, ¢. 2. #. ., File No., 22. As for the lands that Ras Téfiri confiscated
from Ras Gugsa Wolé, see Folder No., 76, ¢. 2. #*. (.., File No., 4.
¥1LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 311, ¢. 3. #2. (L., File No., 322.
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For Wiiziro Sihayiwdrq, Ddja¢ Sahlé, Bdjrond Wubdt, Ato Ddbog,
Mahammdd Abasango, Limma Démis, and Fitawrari Bdlay have done
something that would destroy our country and have admitted and judged
that they have firmly plotted to do evil against the heir, Ras Téfcri, the
Scihafi Ti’ezaz [Minister of the Pen] Waldd Mcsqdl sent me a sealed letter
that Empress Ziwditu gave their rist and money lo the heir, Ras Tdfari,
and instructed [me] that the rist be transferred afier the name of the
prince heir Ras Tafiiri, instructing [me] surrender the rist and the money
found in all the Empress’s gult for the person who brings the letter and let

ownership be transferred in his name.

Weiiziro Sahayiwirq was the daughter of Ras Dargé Sahld Seclassie. She was rich but
wayward, and was a friend of Lij lyyasu and Tdsdma Egité, two arch enemies of
Ddjazmac Tifiri.*® According to Kibada Tisima her lineage is equal both to Lij Tyyasu,
Empress Zawditu, and Ras Tafari. But she loved Lij Tyyasu more than the other two.
Mahammid Abaganqo was askér (attendant) of Lij iyyasu. Bdjrond Wubsit Hailé on the
other hand was a Minister in the Ministry of Public Works who is said to have involved
in a similar plot before. Without mentioning the names of the other four people who
plotted against the heir, Kibddd makes clear that the assassination intrigue was laid open
on August 23, 1925. On September 19, 1925 the plotters were captured, brought to court
and were sentenced to death. Later, the death sentence was commuted to confiscation and

imprisonment.Bg

88 Tukla Hawariat Takld Mariam, Autobiography (Addis Ababa: 1998 E.C.), pp. 218, 246.
% Kibids, pp. 67- 68.
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Now let us consider properties that Tafiri acquired after he became King of Kings of
Ethiopia in 1930. As was true of the previous era, the Emperor received sizeable amount
of property through bequeathals from different strata of society. Moreover, substantial

amounts of money were invested to enlarge his property through purchase.

Some people clearly spell out in detail the motives behind bequeathing property to the
Emperor. A certain Ab#bd Qitissa from Mindara, Limu and Qoté gdbdlés of Jimma
awraja gives us a very vivid account of what impelled him to bequeath his property to the

Emperor in 1933:

... RUF@- [AVE] QPR eUTE 02 AQ B4C A5 A% O 1925 4.9
Q@A 0AL20 NG &h LT ATFOTF Aa1IIC APFP M 91848 W15 AU-

NFAT ACTIPTRP AO-CH NF@-9® thade AFC mAt 10 = ... LT

eozan-T hFac aegy anmc...”°

When my father died, Abba Jiffar confiscated my land. When I appealed in
1925 E.C., [your Majesty] assigned His Excellency Ras Ddsta to look into
the affair. Having no power to negotiate, however, I bequeathed it to your
Majesty in return for Maddria [land given in lieu of salary], and until the
enemy [the Italians] entered Ethiopia, it was in good keeping. When I first

bequeathed it, my purpose was to escape problems.....

As we can understand from the above quotation, his motive was securing maddria land

because he could not maintain his rist by his own capacity. However, as it is clearly

%1 E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 18, ¢. 2. #. ., File No., 7.
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mentioned in the appeal letter, had he been able to maintain the land through litigation, he

would not have bequeathed it to the Emperor.

Again in 1941, thirteen balabats in Jiju wirdda bequeathed 6, 407 gasas of land to Haile
Selassie.”! Similarly, a balabat from Anfilo Dulé, Willdga, bequeathed 53 gasas of land

to the Emperor.”‘

Abba Namira was a gallica (sorcerer or witch-doctor) from Jiju and Jildé in Gudru,
Williga. According to a will written on Jenuary 18, 1943, by Abba Nimira himself, he
bequeathed all his land and property to the monarch. The property that the Emperor
inherited from Abba Nimira deserves mention here for the following reasons. One is
that, as indicated in the will, the Emperor is presented as the son of Abba Niémidra for
Abba Nimira said: “@-A2 10+ K78 @-Ch heAg” which literally means the Emperor would
inherit as a son, as his right. Abba Nimira begot four children. But in the documents we
are told that only one of them, Maru, shared equally the property of his father with the
Emperor. Again, in this same document, we read that Abba Nimira’s property was taken
by some people while he begot an Emperor who had the power to protect his property
from being plundered by powerful men, a situation that gives hint to the motive for
giving away his property. 4bba Ndmira realized that his days were numbered and did not
have much confidence in the capacity of his son to retain the property unless he was
protected by someone like the Emperor who could render the necessary protection if in
case he was threatened by someone else. As subsequent developments revealed, the

galica’s prediction was correct. After his death, the local balabats and the judges of the

“'LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 311, ¢. . #. (L., File No., 30.
21 E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 207, ¢. 2. #. (\., File No., 3.
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area plundered 50 cattle from his son, Maru. Regarding the loot and his frustration for the
future, Maru said: “0AQET £14- 8% 1ONLLG DI PPTL Nl WILOAST AgN4A PPge Al
ADLLAI® QAVHG S5 PTAAGA MO LECTATT hfAl PACHP 04 PANT OZP heéamel ovdt

oL:¢ WaTinv-"

The local balabats and judges looted fifty cattle through the threat of
force. In the future, they will abuse me unless you give me a protector. [1
am] your bondservant whose hope is in you, I fall on the ground and

kissed the ground on which you tread.

The Bétc Rist Office on its part made attempts to render the much sought protection to
Maru. A letter written on April 11, 1944, to Girazmac Seyium T#sdma, the Sum, reflects
the situation very clearly: “fQ 1 A% N@-AMTF? +aid KPETC O AP APCN AICTIE
Bre. QAN OP WILTTE 00Ol ATESC FEPEAFAS NLCHAD hCOT A1 TH Wiegiha-

ND-ATP KHEmOP Lu-r"

For the son of Abba Némdra notified the death of his father by presenting
Y Wog Iga to His Imperial Majesty so as to be protected and live under
us, he is allowed, as is in previous times, lo live as a person who
bequeathes and make sure his divisional would be protected and instruct

local governors not touch him in your administration.

As clearly stated in the will, the property was to be divided equally between the Emperor
and Maru. According to the divisional share of the Emperor prepared by Maru and

received by Lij Inqu Selass¢ Wildd Yohannis, properties that came under the

“LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 18, #. 2. #*. (., File No,, 8. See also Folder No. 0, ¢. 2. #~. (L., File No.
2088.
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administration of the Bétd Rist Office included Eth. 3, 767 birr, 52 Italian Lire, 1, 047
large seized brillés (flasks) used for drinking mead, 247 cattle, 4 donkeys, | mule and 9
gasas of land located in Gudru and Awafo. A very interesting point to note in this
connection is that we see Lij Inqu Selassé Wildd Yohannis serving the Emperor on behalf
of the Bétd Rist, an indication of strong attachment of his family to the Emperor, as such
things were also continued later with his sons. Equally important, influential men who
were loyal servants of the Emperor were Déjzmaac Gérdsu Duki and Ddjazmac (later
Ras) Misfin Silasi. This sudden reference to the three people seems to be out of place in
this context. Yet, as we shall see in the chapters to come, these people loyaly served the

Emperor in many ways.

We have also a similar story of bequest by “birth” in the Governorate General of Kéffa.
A certain Wiiiziro by the name of Géné Bohilu bequeathed 8 gasas of land to the
Emperor. In her letter of bequeathment she is said to have explained her motive the
following way: “0g°%F 24 @vgd AICTITYTP OAFAY ki hahdus L4 e NAD-
ACICTIPYFF@- fageahik. .. which literally means she applied to his Imperial Majesty that
she “gave birth” to eight gasas of land for his Imperial Majesty and as long as I live, the
Emperor should provide for my pension as children were obliged to do to their parents.g4

The above bequest is not made freely as she sought to receive pension from the Bétd Rist.

From the above story we can understand that people who bequeathed their property to the
Emperor use almost the same lexicon as regarding the reason for giving their property-

escaping problems and to be taken care of in old age.

% E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 90, ¢. 2. #*. (L., File No., 1.
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A similar but somehow different account for bequeathing rist and other property to the Emperor
is found in the bequeathment of Immdir* Bélaynd$ Bélihu. In a letter written in 1944, and
addressed to Nédgadras Ti’umi Lisan Kasa, General Administrator of the Office at the time, the
woman gives details on the type and amount of property to be given to the Emperor in return for
securing money to be given consistently to her in the form of pension. According to this letter,
Bilaynis$ and her husband, Ato Kibridt Damté of Gidim and Wadyat awraja, lived together for
about forty years. They were rich but barren and advanced in years. Writing on the kind of

problem that their relatives brought upon them, Bilaynas goes on to elaborate:

L6 9 AR a0 AAPTIS NCESIP PhLeT LhaY aoPeTFYY QUA TP
07 Hov2F ALA@ SNFTFUt hO-CAT NAQ- (LBHF AL NAATT@- 17HAFTIG
NAPFTTT P9°heet APLAT PATNN (918 OALNT = (HU- AL KPEII°

W18 1Par P A& C10 AVFILO A NN@ hThE@-9° Az 7S U1 QAT N8 ANLRT
i ha9° AFT LEET N8 A9T2E%T AAADCE TPIdmAU-= ... AUTI® AES OA PATY

Ut AZTPL AO-CASA “I0FTFT A9IC IR FO- PA AC P17 P7L1T mAT PANT9°

0ot Forht? 106 AANATI® AFCATI LA T39° K2R T (AICTIE

Py mAPT NH.LO- RIC 10C T9° L.LLANT AA (FFUFS hATPGAD-=°

Since we are both barren and infirm due to old age, our relatives asked us
to bequeath to them our property; but we refused to do so. As a resull,
they took our money and slaugthered our cattle on all kinds of excuses
illegally [and] by force. Besides, they gave us no peace by continuously
harassed us and finally they even separated me from my husband. But, |

retain my marriage. And now the reason for us to say we have bequeathed

*LLE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 18, #. 2. #. (L., File No., 33.

57



all our property to Janhoy [Haile Selassie] is that we are very proud that
we are under the umbrella of His Majesty and that no enemy could touch
us. Therefore, I beg Your Majesty to assign a Sum from that very area who

would protect us and who would provide us the means for our survival.

Hence the reason for giving their property is that they sought protection from the rapacity
of powerful men, mostly relatives. Through the process, however, she also sought to

restore her marriage.

Haile selassie also inherited land from his wife, Empress Mannén. A letter of order
written on December 29, 1948 from Manan’s Inddrasé to Mdmré Yifru Yisma tells us
that in Boké, Cirgéir awraja of the province of Haréirgé, land, the extent of which is not
clearly stated, was given from the Empress to the Emperor. The Empress inherited the
land from Ras Mikonnen. The statement that asserted the above inheritance reads:
CORCALE ADCE D, LT ACQ &0 hTT POLATS (RAT (VAL ACTIRT Wb SOLMTT
KCOVE AT AICTIR B (b Civk APEPACHR: QTR hEL QAL Wi TOHHE hi44Ra

f}u‘:}::3596

Her Imperial Majesty has ordered the rist gult in Boké, Cdr¢dr awraja,
which Ras Mdkonndn formerly inherited and latter bequeathed especially
to Her Imperial Majesty, to be consigned to the Bétd Rist of His Imperial

Majesty, [you are asked] to implement as ordered.

Though information from whom Ras Mikonnen inherited the land is lacking of, and the

story of a wife giving land to her husband while both are alive and well seems strange,

%1 E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 15, ¢. #. #*. (L., File No., 10, letter No., 1305/?
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the fact remains that the Empress gave land to her husband. But Ras Mékonnen might
have inherited the land from local balabats. In those days, as I showed above, inheriting
lands from local balabats was a common practice. The gift is interesting in the discussion
of private property in that there was even a clear line drawn between the property of the
Emperor and that of his wife, a situation that gives us an opportunity to recall the inner
workings of the office of the aldgendt among 18™ century ruling families of Gondr. It is

also an important mark that shows the continuities and the changes which unfolded in the

history of royal private property.

The lands and the property that Haile Selassie inherited from women were significant.
Wiiiziiro Tisimé Abayirga was a member of an aristocratic family through marriage to
Diéijazmaé Biru Haild Mariam. The inheritance was formal in that the woman gave her
property by appearing at the Ministry of Interior, Rist and Contract Department, on
October 10, 1960. The land and the property were found both in rural and urban areas.
Most of the lands were found in the provinces of Kiffa and Siwa and measured 49 gasas.
In confirmation of her gift to the Emperor, Tisimé said: “0+LALA ATPCHG (498 OLF
arFav”” The text, literally translated, could read: “I gave this land consciously, and
with no one forcing me to do so.” In return for this gift, beginning from June 14, 1962,
the Emperor allowed her to receive Eth. 300 birr in the form of pension until the end of

August 1965, the time when Wiizdro Tisdmé passed away.”

In an application letter addressed to His Imperial Majesty, Afo Gurmissa Boru informs us

of his career as one who served the government of Haile Selassie I from the period of his

%"We can get the full account of the contract of the gift in LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 311, ¢. 2. #*. (L.,
File No., 10. See also annexes 10 and 11.

%The order came through the Ministry of the Pen on July 14, 1961, LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 250, <.
3. . (L., FileNo., 7.
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youth to old age as Scinadir Ya (a member of a regiment armed with Snider rifles). And
on the reason for bequeathing his land and property located in Munésa warada of the
province of Arsi, he said: “0ch(lb eMHU~TT heCoT? avlta 18 heok P NVt NP EFT O W
P2 PN QAU OET® (06 +08 ANQHANT ACTIRITP OCOD: K18.047 (o hOCHE

419 OC 0Lt nagesav""

Because I have no one to take care of me, and there are many “parasites”
on my land and cattle, 1 beg your Majesty, fallen under your golden
throne, to bequeath my land that measures a fourth of a gasa and twenty
four catile together with their calves so that would receive pension from

Your Majesty.
Possibly, the parasites in the above letter refer to rapacious powerful men and thieves.

As noted earlier, the Bétd Rist Office significantly acquired property through purchase,
among others, from three entities- the Custodian of Enemy Property; State Domain, and

from individuals.

Following the withdrawal of the [talians from Ethiopia, an office called the Custodian of
Enemy Property of the Ethiopian Imperial Government was established. Its main purpose
was to look after properties left behind by the enemy, as the name itself implied, and sell
them out to interested individuals. Accordingly, it issued a series of notices published

both in the Néagarét Gazé{a and in the newspaper Addis Zaman.

The properties announced on the sale were largely houses of different kinds, different

companies, stores, grain mills, shops, electric bakery, workshops, health centres,

% E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 22, . 2. #*- 0., File No., 14.
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churches, schools, offices, and bars. Most of the properties were found in the city of
Addis Ababa. There were also properties in some provincial towns. In Addis Ababa, the
properties were located, among others, in Siénga Tira, Colson Avenue, near Lidita
Maryam Church, Masfind Harér Avenue, Gulillé, Her Imperial Majesty the Empress
Mindn Avenue, Field Marshal Smut Avenue, in the Patriots Avenue, Ddjazmac Balca
Sifir, Agaqi (Géja), Arada, near Maitew Square, Empress Taitu Avenue, near Fil Wuha,
Ras Tisima Avenue, Churchill Avenue, and in Ura’el. The properties that were
announced to be sold in open tender in the Newspaper Addis Zdmdn in 1946 were
estimated at Eth. 7, 766, 511 birr and 62 cents.'® Accordingly, the Bétd Rist Office

wasted no time to actively competing in the open tender.

One of the main properties that the Emperor bought from the Custodian Office is Palazzo
Reiter, so named after its Italian owners named Fratelli Reiter (Reiter Brothers). The
Custodian Office handed over the building to the Bétd Rist Office on October 3, 1952.
This modern building which spread over 4, 320 square meters of land and estimated to be
Eth. 321, 042 birr, is by far one of the best legacies of the colonial presence in Addis
Ababa.'”' The building, which still gracefully stands facing the Ethiopian National
Theatre (to its west) in Churchill Avenue, then called Adwa Square, adjacent to Ethiopia
Hotel, is now one of the major commercial hubs of the city of Addis Ababa.

Unfortunately, the current government is going to demolish it soon.

10N igarét Gazéfa, 13" Year, Siné (June) 21, 1936 E.C, Addis Zaman, September 13, 1937 E.C. Also in
LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No. 340, ¢. 5. #. (L., File Nos. 57 and 58. See also annexe 20.
101 E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 11, ¢. . #*. (L., File No., 48.
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Figure 1: The Still Standing Palazzo Reiter Building (Photograph by the researcher)

Again, Afo Hailé Golmamé, General Administrator of the Béfd Rist Office from 1946 to
1949 bought, on behalf of the Bétdi Rist, a vehicle from the Custodian of Enemy Property.
This Fiat automobile was bought at Eth. 5, 001birr on August 11, 1948. The vehicle was

first the property of an Italian named Rorritti Dominicco.'®

Cerealia Foods, located in the town of Bisiga (currently called Qaliti) was a food
processing small scale plant established by an Italian named Colonal Pe. On May 8, 1948
the Custodian of Enemy Property of the Imperial Ethiopian Government sold it for
Cerelia Share Company for Eth. 604, 210 birr and fifteen cents. The Emperor and other

members of the royal family were the major share holders. e

121 E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 358, ¢. 2. #*. (L., File No., 2. See also L.E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No.,

220, ¢. . /. (L., File Nos., 2 and 4.
193] E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 1, ¢. 2. #. (L., File No., 5. The Bétd Rist Office held 1, 617 shares in

Ceralia Foods, LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 227, ¢. . #. (L., File No., 21.
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The Emperor also bought above 1, 846, 008 square metres of land located in Sidest Killo,
Cunningham Avenue, Gulillé Rufa’ el, Adwa Square near the Ethiopian National Theatre,
Little Aqaqi, Lidéta, and Gulallé Gifirsa in Addis Ababa and also in Djibouti. These
lands and houses were bought from individuals, the Municipality of Addis Ababa,
Custodian of Enemy Property, aristocrats, and from Armenians who lived in Ethiopia.
Out of these, the lands that the Bétd Ris? bought in Little Agaqi near Princess Séhay
Memorial Hospital, now Tor Hailo¢ Hospital, and lands located in Guléllé deserve
particular mention here for two reasons- roots of the property and its vastness. If we look
at the one located near Princess Sdhay Memorial Hospital, the land measured 401, 400
square metres and it was bought in 1950 from Wiizdro Asdgidac Kdbddd which she
inherited from her father, Ddjazmac¢ Kibiddd Tdsama, son of Ras Tdsima Nadédw, and
from the inheritors of Fitawrari Burayu. His wife, Waizdro Ayila¢ Wildd Misgél sold
the land before 1947, but Aydld¢ was not satisfied with the revenue that she got,
complaining of the Bétd Rist Office and the British soldiers of selling the tree in violation
of the agreement.lo4 This indicates, to some measure, that there was power abuse on the

part of the Béfd Rist.

In Géfirsa gdbdlé of Gulillé wdrdda, the Emperor bought 1, 380, 728 square metres of
land from Afo Hailu Yaqob. An informant told me that Hagop (Yaqob) Baghdassarian, an
Armenian and father of Musé Hailu, came to Ethiopia in the last decade of the 19"

century. First he lived in the towm of Harar with Ras Mikonnin until he gained favour

1041 B S W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 112, File Nos., 8, and 11. See also .E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 11,
¢. 5. . (., File No., 35.
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with Emperor Menelik II as one of the best goldsmiths of the imperial palace.'” For his
service, he was given more than two million square meters of land in Guléllé wdrdda in
lieu of salary. In the 1940s, Musé Yaqob gave this land to his two children- Arminak
Yaqob and Armazit Yaqob also called Hailu Yaqob. On March 29, 1956, the Béid Rist
Office bought the divisional share of Musé Hailu which measured 1, 380, 728 square
meters at Eth. 180, 000 birr, an account which the Béfdi Rist settled between March 29,

1956 and June 15, 1958.'%

The swearing of people after the names of monarchs as a confirmation of sale agreements
had a long history in Ethiopia. But, the tradition seems to have reached its climax in the
times of Haile Selassie. On January 2, 1946, for example, the Bétd Rist Office bought
four houses at Eth. 2, 000 birr from three individuals in Addis Ababa. What was reflected
in the above sale agreement is a typical portrayal of that attitude which is concluded as in
the following: “€CA eA? 584 AA Lavt:'"" The text, literally translated, could read:

“Let Haile Selassie [die]; we will not abrogate our agreement.”

On August 18, 1943, the Emperor also bought land in Addis Ababa that measured 4, 567
square meters located along Weatherall Avenue in Afin¢o Bér at Eth. 700 birr. This sale
agreement was effected by the Municipal Office of Addis Ababa.'® Again according to a

letter written on the 10th of September, 1961 by Wiiizdro Laqac Wildd Ardgay, she sold

'Nalvandian Vertiks, Chairman of the Armenian Community in Ethiopia. For the full information
regarding the land purchase contract, see annexes 17, 18 and and 19.

%Eor the full information about the sale contract see LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 311, ¢. 2. 2. (L.,
File No., 1 and annexes 17 and 18. See also in .LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 1, ¢. 2. #2. (I.., File No., 16.
""LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 88, ¢. 2. #. (L., File No., 36.

"LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 311, ¢. 2. #*. (l.., File No., 30.

64



land located in front of the Ginnitd Le’ul Palace in AfinCo Bir to Ndgadras Birhand

Selassé Abayiré, General Administrator of the Bétd Rist Office, at Eth. 5, 000 birr.'?

Again, in Goba gdbdlé of the province of Bale, the Bétd Rist bought 200 gasas of land
from Fitawraré Gibri Selassé Caké. But details on the price and date of the sale

agreement are not available.'”

The other institution from which the Emperor bought land and other property was State
Domain. For example, on November 8, 1955, he bought 30 gasas of uncultivated land
located in Aqnééa qdbdlé of Cina wdrdda, Ké#ffa awraja of the Governorate General of
Kiiffa at Eth. 900 birr, each gasa at Eth. 30 birr. The selection of the lands is impressive
in that it was naturally rich in coffee, cardamom (Elettaria Cardamomum), useful trees
and was drained and surrounded by a big River called Wis. According to a report written
in 1954, perhaps by the Sum (overseer), to the Bétd Rist Head Office, the benefit obtained

from the natural forest was abundant.'"!

A letter written on January 8, 1957 by the Ministry of Finance to the Treasury Office of
the province of Haréirgé also tells us that the Emperor bought 50 gasas of land located in
Adal and Issa Gara Gurada awraja adjacent to Rogdaya hill down from Biké Station.
Information is lacking on the amount of money fixed by the Ministry of Finance, but the
land was consigned to the Béfd Rist on December 11, 1956.""% Another letter, written on
August 28, 1953, from the Bétéi Rist Head Office to Ddjazmac Girdsu Dukié, the

Governor of the province of Illubabur tells us that the Emperor bought 360 gasas of good

19 E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 3, . 3. #. (L., File No,, 14.

9] £ 5 W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 3, . >. #. (1., File No., 20.

[ ES., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 0, ¢. #. #”. (L, FileNo., 11.

112 rchives of the Ministry of Finance; File No., 29. I got this information mixed with the archives of the
Bétd Rist Office of the Emperor.
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coffee land from State Domain. In this letter Gérédsu was “kindly ordered” to spy on, and
follow up secretly, the activities of overseers whom the Head Office blamed for having

collected very small amount of income from the area entrusted to them.' "

Last but not least the Emperor bought many shares in the several small scale food, beer,
softdrinks and implements processing industries that were established in the country
before and after the period of occupation. One archival document, for example, tells us
that the Emperor was a major share holder in the St. George brewery factory. According
to this document, the Béti Rist Office asked dividend for the years before the period of
Italian occupation, and claimed priority to buy it from the Custodian of Enemy Property

after the period of occupation was over.'"

Property was also obtained through unjust mechanisms. In what could be assumed as
confiscation, sometimes we see the Bétd Rist Office taking land illegally. On March 11,
1961, for example, the Ministry of Interior passed an order to Ydrér and Kirdyu awraja
to the effect that land in Wonji that measured 39 gasas, which was the land of
pastoralists, had to be surrendered to the Béti Rist Office. As a substitute, the
pastorialists were given 100 gasas of land from the Bétd Rist land located in Cdka. The
person who was sent to the area for the execution of the order was Afo Taddsd Abitdw,
Counsel to the Bétd Rist.'" If we simply judge from the amount of land given to the
pastoralists as a substitute, we might say that the pastoralists profited for they were given
61 extra gasas of land from their original holdings. However, the activity of the Bétd Rist

Office was unjust at least for the following reasons. One is that the pastoralists were not

3] §.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 243, ¢. 2. #*. (L., File No., 5.

4The Béta Rist Office invested 50, 000 frank in the St. George Brewery. LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No.,
350, ¢. 2. #. (.., File No., 27.

5] E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 11, #. 3. #. (L., File No., 38.
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given room to bargain over the exchange of land. Secondly, we have no information on
the potential of the area that was given as a substitute to the pastoralists in terms of the
availability of water and enough pasture for their cattle. And thirdly, it is highly debatable
that the Bétd Rist Office might not have given such inflated amount of extra land to the

pastoralists unless the potential of the land must have far exceeded the entire land

combined together.

In the province of Tigray at a place called Mahoné Qorbita, Raya and Azibo awraja,
Haile Selassie owned 20 gasas of land in thirteen places. But an appeal letter written on
October 26, 1951, to the awraja indicated that the Bétd Rist Sum threatened a rist holder
of eviction under the pretext that the land was chosen for the Bétd Rist. Nevertheless, as a
counter attack to the actions of the Sum, the rist holder reserved himself from blaming the
Emperor when he said: “9C71® 70 10T AT £22 MAICTFOT Cht AOOS PCP
htoa9® hhao- eama''® The text, literally translated, could read: “Let alone
appropriating the rist of his bond servant, our Majesty, the king of kings, would
generously give extra rist.” While the rist holder’s comment on the character of the
Emperor as generous land grantor is correct in some ways, the Emperor might or mi ght
not have given an order of eviction, but the fact remains that the Sum threatened the rist
holder of eviction probably enticed by his superior. In one way or another such a move

does not imply a proper and legal way of obtaining property.

In the province of Gamu Gofa the Office bought 20 gasas of land from State Domain.
The land was received, on behalf of the Béti Rist, by General Asfaw Wiildi Giyorgis.

General Asfaw was also given Eth. 10, 000 birr to develop the land. But the tenants of

"*LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 0, ¢. 5. #. 0., File No., 2088.
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Wog Hamir and Miskéto regarded the actions of the General as eviction because they
claimed that the land was their own holding for the last 30 years which they had
developed by clearing the forest. Abund Sawiros who met the tenants of the government
weeping informed the situation to the Ministry of the Pen on behalf of the tenants as they
were unable to go to Addis and appeal by themselves.'!” Thanks to the timely
intervention of the archbishop, their lands were restored to the tenants. But the activities
of General Asfaw could be assumed to be a very detrimental move intended to evict the
tenants from their land without the knowledge of the Emperor. In this particular situation
blaming the Béti Rist Office or the Emperor is improper. The problem was virtually
created by General Asfaw who presumably sought the Emperor’s favour. Had it not been
for the timely intervention of the archbishop, the tenants would have lost their land

through eviction.

Again, in 1959, the Head Office was asked by the Ministry of Mines and State Domains
to settle Eth. 21, 723 birr and fifteen cents, an amount that the Ministry fixed for the
property it sold to the Emperor in 1948. Out of this, only Eth. 6,000 birr was paid. But
after 11 years lapsed since the original purchase was made, the Bétd Rist responded that it
did not need the property and asked the Ministry to take the property back. But, in the
transfer document, the Ministry discovered that some important items were missing from
the original list. Besides, the Béfd Rist Office took the land where the property was kept.
As these were not enough, in 1962, the Emperor gave the land to a certain Nasib
Mahammad.''® In this case it would not be improper to level the Bétd Rist as an Office

that took property illegally. We have at least three reasons to contend this way. One is

"1 ES., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 3, ¢. . #~. (L., File No,, 1.
"8 1E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 5, ¢. 2. #~. (\.., File No,, 1.
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that it withheld government property for eleven years without settling the full payment.
Secondly, important items were missing from the original document. And thirdly, for
unknown reasons, the Emperor gave the land, not the property found thereon indeed, to

the hajji without the consent of the Ministry of Mines and State Domains.

Another interesting portrayal of the Betd Rist Office as an institution that took, if not loot,
property illegally is reflected in a letter written from the Ministry of Finance to the Head
Office on March 12, 1952. The properties that the Emperor took from the Custodian of
Enemy Property without paying the amount fixed were tractors. This is a rather very
complicated matter because the Custodian of Enemy Property, as noted earlier, made it
clear in the several notices issued in Addis Zimdn that property would be transferred
from the office to buyers after fulfilling the stipulated agreements and above all after
individuals who took part in the open tender dully paid the price fixed for the property.
How and why the Bétd Rist Office took the property as opposed to the provisions of the
sale is difficult to explain. Again, it would be very careless to ask the Office to hand over
the properties back for one cannot be sure of the proper return of the properties without
the properties being first given to the Office through a formal transfer document and after
many years the properties being kept in the hands of the Bétd Rist Office. As [ tried to
explain in a similar case above, the Custodian Office could not be certain on the proper
return of the properties taken without following the stipulated procedures. This paradox
on the part of the Custodian Office clearly demonstrates that it failed to follow the
procedures it first set, a clear indication of the Emperor’s power to manupilate
developments to his advantages. In addition to this, its refusal to turn the properties to the

Ministry of Agriculture is reflected in the several letters that the Ministry of Finance
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wrote to the Head Office. When it turned deaf ears, the Ministry of Finance desperately
wrote warnings on its decision to take legal measures unless the properties were turned
back willingly. To make things worse, in response to such letters, on April 5, 1953, the
Head Office wrote to the Ministry of Finance that it did not take the said tractors. From
1948 to 1961, the tractors were not returned to the Ministry of Agriculture. At this time,
the tasks of the Custodian of Enemy Property were entrusted to the Ministry of Mines

and State Domains.'"”

Two of the major causes of peasant rebellion in Ethiopia during the Imperial period were
government land alienation and land measurement. The same principle was applied to
take extra lands by the Bétd Rist. Here are some examples. An appeal letter of tenants
from Tora Salamé gdabqlé, Lanfiro Mikitil wiéircida, Silté wérdda of Haiqo¢ and Butajira
awraja, written to the province of Sidwa, dated July 1, 1972, is very informative in this
regard in that the Béta Rist Office measured their lands on its own in their absence in
order to take extra lands. The tenants resented this move as dangerous for their existence
because, as they made clear, the land was even insufficient for them without a portion of
it being taken by someone else. For a better understanding of this situation, it would be
worthwhile to quote directly what the tenants wrote in the last paragraph of the appeal

letter:

AUY PPRTIP BRA AN (LT GO O &.PBT@ WS AN PHC ChZF7 dag:
A-N? =2 AT PIPFaPART @ COE 20 CAE AATPU'E TINEE ANT = AHLU-IP 990G
COFTT @O QA@ITF Lavhd aoaht ALIVFD9R INC = WGP QACHTE avp5

MNEANT = A HCE LM hAS OB 2C NH FATTF AAPTT heNPIPg Ppgaye

Wiibid.
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3LA A0 (LT COT FCE LT A28LOASNT PHC CAFTT W80T PLCTAT

H28 hFAd QNP OC OLPT NINITPGAD: 2

The Béid Rist Office of Emperor Haile Selassie measured, at its will, our
ancestral rist, in our absence. Now we apply that we have evidence that the
rist is not that of the Béti Rist for they should not measure our rist for
which we pay tax as if they have the right to do so. Besides, it has to be
measured in our presence. And now we pray, fallen beneath your great
power, that even if there is extra land, let the Bétd Rist Office of Emperor
Haile Selassie never take it for it is not even sufficient for us as we are

many tenants together with our sons and grandsons.

Another interesting example is one that we have in the province of Arsi. In 1960 in an
attempt to collect revenue, the overseer of Tiyo wirdda faced a serious problem from a
certain Hamda Buta and from his relatives. The balabat and his relatives fomented
rebellion against the Sum and made attempts to ambush him. The cause of this rebellion
was land measurement. The Béti Rist measured the land of Balambaras Hamda Buta and
took 141 gasas of extra land. According to the appeal letter of the Sum written to the
wdrdda governor, the men of Hamda Buta refused paying irbo. As these were not
enough, they enticed others to refuse paying irbo, and their children made attempts to
ambush the Sum when he went back to the town of Moyé€ from which he narrowly

escaped.'?!

"LE.S., W.T.M.R.C,, Folder No., 243, ¢. 3. . (L., File No., 29.
*LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 315, #. 2. 7. (1., File No., 20.
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Infact, land measurement with the hope of taking extra lands was the usual trick in those
days. But, basically an extra land obtained after a certain balabat’s or other people’s
lands were measured should be reverted to the state, and not to the monarch. Besides, the
Bétd Rist Office exercised no authority to measure lands, a power that was exclusively
reserved to the government. Therefore, it is because of the violation, by the Bétd Rist
Office, of such basic prerogatives of the state that we say the activities of the Office in

the above two cases were unjust.

Haile Selassie also acquired property through Imperial Order. In the period under study,
royal land grant for elites, civil-servants, military and police officers, members of the
royal family, and social and religious institutions was a common practice. During the
post-liberation period such grants of government lands were made first by the Ministry of
Interior and, after 1966, by the Ministry of Land Reform and Administration. Besides, the
Emperor made special grants which were implemented through the Ministry of the
Pen.'” One of the beneficiaries of such land grants was the monarch himself. The fact
that grants of government lands were regulated through a series of special orders and
pronouncements by the government means that the Emperor granted lands for himself

through the Ministry of the Pen.

For example, on August 13, 1951, the Ministry of Interior wrote a special order to Le’ul
Ras Siyum Mingisa, the Governor of the province of Tigray, to the effect that 40 gasas

of government land of first class fertility in Qorbita, Qobo, Alamata, Dayu, and Waja

'John M. Cohen, Land and Peasants in Imperial Ethiopia: The Social Background to a Revolution (The
Netherlands: Van Gorcum and Comp.Biv-Assen, 1975), pp. 59-61.
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wdircdidas was to be selected and given to the Bétdi Rist Office. The letter of order partially

reads:

eHECNJF @ 20 O avgAG LR (B0 @48 ®L79 hAA™IM hees hes 20 o4
agt aEt LNt A9° i@« taocm W81 1894 40 24 ovgrt
NG FO- (ot COE O9° PT A2%6 10148 hvag +ehNad A18.m ¢ oo HHY

ARTARU- (VFRHIE aPALT a0 ZNOFO<9° (1R0-G hE9IARAT ADFO-PAp-:'3

This is to being to your attention that in addition to the 20 gasas of land
located in Qorbdta, order has been given to select additional 20 gasas of
highly rated government lands either from Qobo wdrdda or from Dayu,
Waja, and Alamata wdrddas, together 40 gasas, in the name of the Béid
Rist of His Majesty to be handed over to Agafari Tisfay Kahsay, the
overseer. This is also to notify that let the overseer make known to us

whether he receives these lands according to the order or not.

Again, according to a land transfer document prepared on June 27, 1953, Ddjazmac
Tafidra Tasdma, the governor of Raya and Azibo awraja, was ordered from the Ministry
of the Pen and again directly from the Head Office to give government land that
measured 20-30 gasas of uncultivated forest land located in Qobo wdrdda to QdRfazmaé
Mogisé Ali, the overseer. Accordingly, on June 27, 1953, a total of 25 gasas of
uncultivated forest land located between the rivers Golina and Hormat was given to
Mogisé.'** By the same token, a letter of order from the Ministry of the Pen, written on

October 28, 1961, ordered Fitawrari Hailé Mikael Zawdé, Vice Minister in the Ministry

'B1E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 0, File No., 2088.
124 For details on the wording of the transfer of the land, see I.E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 216, ¢. 2. #~.
.., File No., 18.
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of Mines and State Domains, to hand over government land in Milka Sédé, a place
located 24 kilometers away from Awas railway station, to Birhané Selassé Abayaré. This
land which is estimated to measure 30 gasas is located between the Rivers Késsdm (one
major tributary of Awas River), Qdbéna (another tributary), and Awas River. On this land
is found the Alsoba gcibdlé bounded by the rivers Kissim and Qabéna. On March 26,
1962, the land was handed over to Nibiyé Le’ul Kiflé, Vice Commissioner for Civil

Servants’ Administration.'*

Special orders were also given by the Ministry of Finance. In 1955, Méta Abo Vegetables
Farm which formerly was administered by the Ministry of the Palace (Gibi Ministér) was
given from the Ministry of Mines and State Domains to the Bétd Rist Office of the
Emperor.'*® According to Shiferaw Bekele, such kind of move towards permanent and
absolute ownership of lands of maddria and yd-mcingist mdret (government land) can be

referred to as restization.'”’

Another useful instrument through which the Emperor acquired property was litigation.
Unfortunately, information about the legal processes in the courts is lacking. But, that
litigation as one important way of acquiring property is reflected in the archives very
clearly. For example, as we have discussed earlier, from the application letters of the
children of Agafari Seifu Binibiru, one of the earliest counsels of the Office, to the
Emperor, we learn that above 300 gasas of land in Haiqo¢ and Buta Jira awraja of the
province of Siwa was brought under the administration of the Bétd Rist through

litigation. The children made it clear that their father was killed in 1948 when he went to

12 LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 0, ¢. 2. #*. (\., File No., 28.
21bid.
127 Shiferaw, p. 110.
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the area to receive the land, by the losers of the litigation. The land was used by people,
whose names are not indicated, in jd Miinaiiiia.'®® The truth of this story is revealed from
the several urban land grants that the children of the deceased counsel received from the

Emperor. One of these special orders written to this effect from the Ministry of the Pen

reads:

OEHE AVEC A84 AAFFo< A0+ Cit 114 &8 U AL OB T @G
s eI Gk FAT OF eoeq eHO- 1041 AOF hao NGCE

NP P FO- ALY £9° AOET LALND AATRAT @ AAAAE A1OeT 0F BOm™
(Lo o T8/7E 4 P 0AST Adhdhe Ohé ¢CN@- ddaeahtk AT OchL
FATHA AN AQD: heFAm Wb 02 AL 400 (Adt aoF) aC he 0

ACHFEF NILATFO: 02 b87s AT o-Pav-='>

Wiiiziiro Aster Séifu applied, on March 11, 1956 E. C., through the office
of the Chamberlin, for land to be given for her, stating the service that her
father Agafari Seifu Béndbdru has rendered to the Béti Rist Office as
counsel and he succeeded in getting back the rist gult located in Mardqo
which had been taken over by people in ljd Mdnafifia through litigation,
and that, because of this, he was beaten to death by the people, I hereby
inform you that 400 square metres of land is endorsed for her as rist from

the leftover land near Princess Schay Hopital which has been given to

people.

128yt Tikld Wild, Addis Y Amarinfifia Mdzgabda Qalat (New Ambharic Dictionary) (Addis Ababa: 1962
E.C), p. 84.

129By similar orders, the Ministry of the Pen granted lands to 6 of his children — Ziagiyd, Girma, Tayd,
Adanié, Bizunas, and Nigatua S#ifu. LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 28, ¢. 2. /. (L., File Nos., 6, 14, 15,
16, 17, 18, 19. Informant: Ato Zigdya Saifu. See also annexes 40, 48 and 49.

(6]



Besides, one of his children, Zagéyi Sdifu, was employed as a clerk in the Head Office as

a reward.

Another case is that, in the 1930s E.C., Girazmac Mihrité Tirfé, the overseer of the

property of the Emperor in the province of Kiiffa, won 80 gasas of land located in Méd

Wauta after two years of 1i'cig.;ati¢on.130

Moreover, a very interesting appeal letter written on March 12, 1975, by Taddsd
Wondimu, overseer of Mariiqo in Haiqo¢ and Butajira awrdja, 10 the office of the
counsel, tells us that 1, 000 gasas of land in Mardqo was acquired through litigation
which the Emperor sold for around Eth. 2, 000, 000 birr. Regarding the problems that he

faced from the losers of the litigation, Tadésd wrote:

a9 AU CEAM@T A8 GV D8 oot PATA XILTT 11C 190 AP PUTHP
wOPILe UF PINLDT Fnehs @8 O Civk ANePAN ¢hehsPE @157 3 AL
o0 KeOPA NA2L KON AT UL HCA®TS Ok L LANLNDTS AhA 280
ALCI0F KNG QLo £NLA ANt S0+ Cork PG 114 48 hb aPD7T a0 d.sf
hOdo- eCAD* TS 0AA AUR@E aomee @ages HOFT Ar&aaet i
QAT hA hATTU<F L AZ MEPTES TR T W18 hsk Civk: P9 ° hhC
QAET L3 NCHT 2200 A hé TePE Y- (1384 FhenePT aPaseo7G K18 Y
vk @ BgRa NG R0 COrRT 0. AHCE®Y He-d@+ AT (A N%Govk +EH
AGDYLG WIPF TINCEI® FCANT NP AL POFAQ- PhetE@- &CL O Av-AT
Kok WAt W8P LCENE AO-Ro-90 htdd (5A ki Thed A0S 1AET

23 OGS 240 RO hé QU hs Al Cork £9° Qovdat erLeh T TI0G

130 £ S W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 59, +. ». #~. (L., File No., 25.
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£hge FavpAh @A AVt aomLe eMu-0FT 670 1C WL, THTC LLNT

W18.0ma ]

I restored a not less than one thousand gasas of land in Mardqo which
was in use illegally by people as if it is something insignificant, and that
the Bétd Rist sold it to the populace, the relatives of the litigants planted
quarrels upon me and looted me four times,; beat me three times until 1
become handicapped; and that my attendant died of this blow, the counsel
of the Béti Rist Office, Ato Mikonndn Mdtafiria, after having affirmed
this situation as true by appearing personally from the area, proposed
guards and weapon to be given for me which the Béti Rist General
Administrator, His Excellency Bilattén Géta Birhand Selassé Abaydré
gave permission and that after I bought a weapon and a pistol to protect
my life by taking money from what I have collected for the Bétd Rist, the
weapon together with Eth. 1, 250 birr which is the revenue of the Béld Rist
was looted by people enticed by the losers, and that the looter Limma
Bdsah was captured afier one year, accepted his crime and that evidence
was presented before the High Court at Ziway, and was sentenced to two
years of imprisonment after which he himself died. Considering my service
and the profit that I have brought to the Bétd Rist at the expense of my life,
my superior official in the Bétd Rist Olffice, Bilattén Géta Birhand Selassé
Abayiré ordered the money, whick is Eth. 670 birr, with which I bought

weapon to protect my life, to be settled under expenditure title.

BT E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 36, ¢. . #. (L., File No., 33.
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Though we have no full information of the civil case between the two parties that went to
several courts, the bare fact is that the final verdict was given in favour of the Emperor
thanks to the self suicidal and reckless audacity of the overseer while the tragic death of
his attendant remains as a powerful evidence highlighting the rapacity of the Bétd Rist
Office in appropriating land and the severity of the grievance meted out to the losers, and

the futility of the justice system.

In addition to managing the property of the Emperor, the Béta Rist took responsibility to
administer the property of people on their behalf. We have one example in this
connection. On March 25, 1954 Wiizdro Mintiwab Dista formally placed her rist and
property (location, type, and amount is not clearly stated) under the administration of the
Bét Rist. Her word before the high court is very interesting for it gives insight into the

intertwined nature of power and property.

Wy OEHE PP L0F COETS TLET LTLEATARCANT AT hef® (T NTPU2T
FANF RIOT CAEYS T TR Hhede AAOALAT 8T ACTIRIFTO-
RARE (L COF oA UF AI8.L0TM8LCAT QAHIFAT. .. SATT QTS ch(lh?
epamP S AN, (L COF Rehdd (LF QNS UF WA TELCAT oot DAMT

ATFAGs 2

[ Weiizciro Mintiwab Ddsta, having no one to manage my rist and property
and for I am female and have no power, my rist and money were taken by
people whom I do not know. For which reason I applied ny problem to his

Majdsty and his Majdsty gave order to the Bétd Rist Office to manage the

132The contract with which she placed her property under the Bétd Rist Office before the High Court is
found in LE.S., W.T.M.R.C,, Folder No., 311, #. 2. . (1., File No., 9.
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property as my proxy..., Thus, I have hereby given full responsibility to the
Bétd Rist Office of Emperor Haile Selassie I to manage all my rist and

property on my behalf.

In her letter, we see three things that led her to give proxy right to the Béta Rist - lack of
overseer, being female, and lack of power. But the most compelling reason seems the last
one, absence of institutional protection. Had this lady been able to exercise some kind of
power in some ways, or had there been strong institution to protect her, she would not
have put her property under the the administration of the Bétd Rist. In short, she sought
protection to what remained in her hands was given full rights to the counsel of the Bétd
Rist to represent her in court reflecting her plan to restore the property she lost before she

gave full responsibility to the Bérd Rist.

Generally, apart from those lands and proprerties that the Emperor inherited from his
father, Ras Makonnén, and apart from those lands and proprerties transferred in gift from
Emperor Menilek, and Empress Zawditu and except those lands and properties that the
Emperor acquired through confiscation, purchase, land grants, and under different unjust
ways as we have explained above; other lands and properties that the Emperor acquired
from different spectrum of society through bequeathments were not automatic. They were
rather made to secure either of the following; a) pension (the most recurring motive), b)
protection of powers and ¢) economic privileges. From what we have considered so far,
we can arrive at the conclusion that power is the major organizing concept around which
the history of acquisition of property is analyzed. It served as a major bargaining agent

between the givers and the receiver; the sellers and the buyer; the granter and the grantee;
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the dispossessed and the appropriator of property; and the just and the unjust in the

acquisition of property.

For the distribution and approximate density of the landed property of the monarch, see

the map on the next page.

In the next chapter we shall explore the inner workings of the management system by
taking into consideration the following points: its structure at different phases, its
personnel, salary of employees and how employees were motivated, the various
controlling mechanisms that the Office employed, and the challenges it faced throughout

its existence.
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Chapter Three: - Establishment of the Béti Rist

Emperor Haile Selassie established (or inherited) a property management institution
known as Guada Bét before the period of Italian occupation. However, details on the
activities and exact date of its establishment are lacking. But, there is no doubt that
Guada Bét was the precursor of the Bétd Rist. This is reflected under different
circumstances. The most vivid picture about the existence of the property management
institution of the Emperor called Guada Bét before the Italian occupation is shown in a
civil case that the Office took against Waizdro Bilayni$ Kiros. In a defence letter written
by her counsel and presented to the High Court, we learn that Afo Tadisi Maisisa,
Treasurer of Guada Bét, lent Eth. 3, 000 birr to people whose names were not specified.
But after the death of Tadidsd, the Office took to court Bélaynas, his inheritor, to
reimburse the above sum on the ground that Tadisa died without settling the debt. The
third point in this defence letter is very important and enlightening for it clearly defines
Guada Bét the precursor of the Béti Rist Office: “N0G0- Pt PUCTIP B Ok Civk
&ehdA k... which literally means the Bétd Rist Office of his imperial majesty took

its [Guada Bér] place....

The expulsion of the Italians in 1941 was a turning point in the history of the Emperor’s

property management institution. In the immediate aftermath of their expulsion, the

""The full information of her counsel’s defence is found in LE.S., WM.T.M.R.C. Folder No., 5, ¢, 2. s,
(L., File No., 9. In a letter written on Hidar (November) 4, 1935 E.C., from the Rist Department of the
Emperor to Abba Hana, we learn that the inheritors of a certain Haili Giyorgis borrowed a huge sum of
money from Guada Bét, LE.S., W.M.T.M.R.C. Folder No., 350, ¢. ». #», (.., File No., 18. See also annexe
I. Again in an appeal letter written to the Emperor, Ato Tobiyaw is mentioned as one of the workers of
Guada Bét. The appeal letter was written by four children of Aro Tobiyaw when Ndgadras Birhani Selassé
Abayiré was the General Administrator of the Bétd Rist Office and they accused him of granting their rist
land (located near Ras Mikonniin Spring in Addis Ababa) to another individual, LE.S., WM.T.M.R.C.
Folder No., 3, #. . 2. (.., File No., 31.
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Emperor made up his mind to reorganize it in a new way. Between 1941 and 1942, he
established a modern, well organized and centrally directed property management
institution called the Béti Rist Office. The years 1941/°42 were taken as point of
reference when ever workers applied for lands and salary increments; and when they
prepared revenue reports to the Head Office, which indirectly shows us the time for its
establishment.'** Nevertheless, people referred to the Guada Bét as the Béti Rist Office

as if the later existed before the period of the occupation.'*’

Although property management offices were established by other members of the royal
family and members of the ruling aristocracy,'*® the one established by the Emperor

seems, as we shall see, the largest organized property management institution that grew

"In an application letter written on April 13, 1972, to the Managing Director of the Bétd Rist Office, Ato
Hailé Agonafir who served in the Office at different capacities since 1942, asked for madaria land from
the Emperor’s holdings located in Worqa Bugi gabadlé of 1lfita sub-district, Dindi wérdda of Ambo awraja
for reason of low salary while he was made to shoulder three duties- as main treasurer, store keeper, and
revenue collector in Addis Ababa, |.E.S.W.M.T.M.R.C. Folder No., 340, ¢. . #. (., File No., 43, also in
Folder Nos., 215, and 315, ¢. 5. /. M., File Nos., 4 and 15 respectively. Afo Taddsd Didmissé served as a
clerk in the Béti Rist Head Office. On August 19, 1957, he consigned the documents and stationary
materials to Aro Zigiyd Siifu, the one who was appointed clerk in his place. One of these documents
(handed over to the new clerk) was revenue and expenditure register prepared since July 31, 1941,
LE.S.W.M.T.M.R.C. Folder No., | 1, ¢. 2. #. (.., File No., 26. See also LE.S.W.M. T.M.R.C. Folder No.,
251, 4. 5. 2 (L. C., File No., 13; Folder No., 0, ¢. 2. #. (L., File No., 2088. A very interesting account that
attested the reorganization of the management office in 1941 is the one that we get from the application
letter of Basa Dimissé Bagah written to the Head Office on April 7, 1953, In this letter he said: “I served in
this office from 1941 to 1948 as overseer of rist and houses and rent collector in Addis Ababa...,”
LE.S.W.M.T.M.R.C. Folder No., 84, ¢. 5. »~. (L., File No., 48. Similarly Ato Kasa Mingistu gives us very
interesting information as to the time of the establishment of the Office in connection with his career when
he said: “I the applicant, formerly your poor [man] and servant, serving as Misldné in the Rist Department
of Génnit wdrdda since 1941.”

"**The Bét Rist Office established a house to the Emperor in the town of Nazrét before the period of Italian
occupation, I.E.S.W.M.T.M.R.C. Folder No., 315, #. 2. /2. (., File No., 12. Regarding the presence of the
Office before the period of Italian occupation see also in L.E.S.W.M.T.M.R.C. Folder No., 59, ¢. 2. 2. (..,
File Nos., 23, 24, and 34. Equally important is the information that we get from the application letter of Aro
Edisa Dinsa who served in the Bétd Rist Office as assistant from 1927 to 1928 E.C., LE.S.W.M.T.M.R.C.
Folder No., 186, ¢. . #~. (.., File No., 69. See also Folder No., 18, +. 2. #~. (1., File No., 2.

Meir’ed Azmac Asfa Wiissin and Princess Ténafifida Wirq for example established property management
office called Bétci Rist and Princes Mikonniin and Sahl4 Selassé, Property Administration Offices, National
Archives and Libraries of Ethiopia, Folder No., 2.4.10, Alga Wiras Gibi Rist Kifil (Rist Section of Crown
Prince, the Heir), File No., 10.11. Among the upper stratum of the ruling aristocracy Ddjazmac Mir’ed
Béydnd and Lij Sibisté Samson established property management offices called Rist Gult and Bota
Administration Office, LE.S.W.M.T.M.R.C. Folder No., 276, #. 2. . (L., File No., 14. See also Mislu’s
B.A. essay.
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in size and stature to be able to administer vast amounts of property along modern and
feudo-capitalist lines. However, it never became a property management institution of the
modern type at once. Modernity and organization came slowly and it faced several

challenges in the process.

Before we move directly into the discussion of the evolution of the structure of the
Office, its different phases, recruitment of personnel, controlling mechanisms, salary,
motivation and corrective measures taker. by the Office and the challenges it faced, I
thought it apposite to give a brief account of the reasons for its establishment. An
informant told me that the Emperor established the Office to appropriate enemy
property.'*” Such a stance is, however, speculative because firstly the Office existed even
before the period of Italian occupation. Again, such a position is erroneous because, in
the most part, the Emperor never appropriated enemy property illegally. It is true that the
Emperor, among others, actively took part in the several open tenders that the Custodian
of Enemy Property published in Addis Zimcn. There were many other practical moves

done in this regard, too."*®

Most informants maintain that it was established to manage the property of the

% The finding of this study agrees with this opinion. In general, there were at

Emperor.
least three reasons that necessitated its reorganization. The first reason goes with the
restoration of the monarchy and reorganization of the country after 1941. Alongside this

grand task, the Emperor sought to reorganize the Office so as to manage the already

known property. Secondly, the Emperor sought to restore lost privileges and properties

B nformant, Vertikes Nalbandian.
"**LE.S., W.T.M.R.C,, Folder No., 11, ¢. 3. #. (L., File No., 48.
*Informants, Qdiffiazmac Sahlé Ayu, Ato Abira Moltot, Ato Zigdyi Sdifu, and Aro Kébida Fisissi.
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from the period of the occupation. Thirdly, he envisaged investing in agriculture, industry
and in real estate. Therefore, it was established to manage existing property, restore lost
ones, and create additional property and money through active involvement in the various

business concerns legally established in the country.
3.1. Phases in the Evolution of the Béti Rist

After the restoration of the monarchy in 1941, the Office went at least through three
phases of development. The first phase, which lasted from 1941/°42 to 1949, was a
period of organization. Guada Bét, now christened Bétc Rist, faced several challenges
most of which were created by the Italians. As a result, claims and counter claims as well
as accusations and counter accusations constituted the hallmarks of this period though
such things lingered in some ways down to the first two years of the Derg period.

Sometimes, such claims and counter claims cost the lives of Bétd Rist officials.

During the war, as was true for the whole nation, the documents of the Guada Bét were
burnt most probably during the looting that took place between the departure of the
Emperor on May 2, 1936 and the entry of Italian troops to Addis Ababa on May 5, 1936,
Several letters exchanged between the Head Office at Addis Ababa and the Sums
(overseers) appointed in the provinces reveal that the Sums were unable to recover some
of the lands of the Emperor for they had no tangible evidence as the documents were
burnt during the war. In some provinces, Italians gave out the lands of the Emperor to

collaborators, which made attempts to restore these lands very difficult for such
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individuals proved to be powerful litigants."*" In some areas using the general unrest and
disorder created by the Italians as excellent opportunity, some individuals appropriated
the lands of the Emperor under ljd Mdnafifia (the practice of taking and using the
property or money of other people without having ownership right, but stealthy).'*' The
Head Office insisted that the overseers should restore the lands of the Emperor and
collect the revenue obtained therefrom in the best possible ways. On the part of the
overseers, restoring the lands in the absence of written evidence or any other evidence
became very hard and even dangerous to their lives. But, with the collaboration and
assistance of provincial and local level administrators, elders and residents of the area
who knew the history of the lands, the overseers managed to restore much of the lands of

the Emperor. Some lands were in fact restored through litigation.'*?

During this initial short period, the Office was run by two General Administrators -
Ndgadras Ti’umid Lisan Kasa who served from about 1941 to 1946, and Ato Hailé

Golmamé who roughly served in the Office from 1947 to October 1949.'43

The second phase lasted from 1949 to 1962, and was characterized by administrative
stabilization and could be described as the formative years when much tighter grip on the
property of the Emperor was made through strict accounting system. During this time, the

Managing Director was Néigadras (Latter Bilattién Géta) Birhani Selassé Abayiré, the

"“Such was one major problem that we see in Raya and Azibo awrgja of the province of Tigray, LE.S.,
W.T.M.R.C,, Folder No., 216, ¢. 3. #. (1.., File No., 7.

“ILE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 28, 4, . s». (b, File Nos., 6, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19. Diista Tikli Wiild
defines it as “0A0AYF ALTL@- PAD- 1IN POAL A~ hE aoqF e0AA ZF aop@ T9pt 1037 Addis Yé Amariiifia
Meézgdibd Qalat [New Amharic Dictionary] (Addis Ababa: Artistic Printers, 1962 E.C.), p. 84.

"’In Raya and Aziibo awraja of the province of Tigray for example the Bére Rist Office restored rist gults
from six places by calling upon seven witnesses. One of these witnesses was Prince Ras Siyium Mingisa,
LE.S., W.T.M.R.C,, Folder No., 0, ¢. . s~. (., File No., 560.

"“Regarding Négadras Ti’umi Lisan’s tenure, see LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder Nos., 88 and 315, and 0, .
2. #. (L., File Nos., 32, 35 and 2088 respectively and as for Aro Hailé Golmamé’s tenure see L.LE.S.,
W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 84, 4. 3. . (., File No., 36.
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person who attained key positions in the Imperial Ethiopian Government.'** It was under
his direction that the management office became well organized and commenced
investment in agriculture, industry, and real estate. During this time the Office started
mechanized and partially mechanized farrﬁin g activities in some selected provinces from
which the Emperor collected considerable amount of income. A considerable amount of
money was also invested in agro-processing, textile, brewery, and insurance companies in
which the Emperor and other members of the royal family were the major share holders.
Sizeable amount of money was also allocated to buy and repair old houses and build new
ones. These houses were rented out to individuals, companies, associations and
government institutions from which the Emperor used to earn a huge amount of money

collected in the form of rentals.

The third phase covered the years from 1961 to 1974/°75, and the General Administrators
were Birhanii Selassé Abaydré and Ndgadras Sdifd Selassé Liban.'* These years could
generally be characterized as a period of decline and final collapse of the Office. Around
1961, the Emperor even decided to close the Office for he already gave out most of his
lands that were located in the provinces and in some urban areas to his children and also
to people who were generally referred to as Bald Wuldta (those who loyally served the

nation and him in different capacities) as well as to the Haile Selassie I Foundation and

0On October 11, 1948, he was appointed General Administrator of the Emperor’s Bétd Rist Office, Folder
No., 220, ¢. #. #. (., File No., 13. On August 10, 1955, he was appointed as Vice minister in the Ministry
of Agriculture and on April 16, 1959, as Vice minister in the Ministry of Finance. His appointment came
through the Ministry of the Pen, L.E.G. Ministry of Finance Archives, File No., 8402, Birhand Selass¢
Abayiiré (Négadras). Again, around 1953 he served as a member of the Board of Trustees of St. Paul
Hospital. Around 1965, he served as member of the Senate, Folder No., 197, ¢. 5. #~. (L., File No., 28; also
in Folder No., 84, ¢. 7. #. (L., File No., 33, Around 1972, he served as a member of the Crown Counsel,
L.E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 124, ¢. . #”. (L., File No., §;

"“Negadras Seifi Selassé Libin was appointed General Administrator of the Emperor’s Bétd Rist Office in
January 1972, Folder No., 242, ¢. . #”. (L., File No., 5. He was the last to manage it.
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Prize Trust.'*® A letter written on November 11, 1961 from the General Administrator to
the main Treasury of the Bétd Rist Head Office informs that all the employees of the Béri
Rist to be fired with the exception of the counsels.'*” However, this was not implemented
because the Emperor still held many lands and property both in urban and rural areas,
(houses in urban areas), and many shares in different companies that necessitated the
Office to continue functioning until 1974/°75. But some workers of the Head Office were
transferred to other government institutions.'” Yet, the final blow to the Bétd Rist Office
came in the 1974 revolution that overthrew the Old Order. Following the triumph of the
revolution, on account of an alleged will given from the deposed Emperor, all the
movable and immovable property of the monarch and other members of the royal family
was put under the Ministry of National Resources Development.'"*® Though a circular
letter to stop paying salary to Béti Rist workers from the Ministry of National Resources
Development was written on April 21, 1975, it was not implemented for the Ministry

realized that the property that was still found in the hands of overseers would be lost and

“In Addis Ababa for example a total of 220, 711 square metres of land of the Emperor located near
Princess Sihay Memorial Hospital (now the Army’s Hospital) was granted to different individuals,
associations, workers of the Head Office, and even for foreign nationals from 1957 to 1966. Some people
who benefited from this generous urban land grant include Princess Sara Gizaw who received, 33, 576
square meters of land, on May 15, 1963, Ddjazmac Mir’ed Biyind who received 2, 845 square meters of
land, and Paulos Nofio who received 500 square meters of land. From the foreign nationals we find Doctor
Hamlen who received 1, 000 square meters of land, LE.S., WT.M.R.C,, Folder No., 1, ¢. 2. #*. (.., File
No., 14. Richard Pankhurst also received 3, 041 square meters of land which formerly was given
temporarily to Silvia Pankhrust, LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 112, +. 2. /2. (L., File No., 18. The land
and houses in the Second Béri Rist now located to the North of Yikatit 12 Square was given to Crown
Prince Asfa Wisséin around 1952 E.C., LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 38, ¢. 2. #~. (L., File No., 8. For the
details on the type, amount, and location of lands given to his children see LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No.,
250, ¢. 2. /. (., File No., 20. However, this land grant does not include grants made in the provinces of
Simén and Bigémdir, Harir, Sidamo and Willo. According to this inventory, a total of above 4, 000 gasa
of lands located in the provinces of Séiwa, Arsi, Tigray, Bali, Kiffa, Williga, and Illubabur were given to
his children.

"LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 250, ¢. 3. #~, (1., File No., 9, Letter No., 267/10.

M8por example in a letter written on April 23, 1965, three Bétd Rist Head Office workers were transferred
to the Ministry of Justice, LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 11, ¢. 2. 2. L., File No., 37.

"**National Archives and Libraries of Ethiopia, Folder No., 2.4.10, Alga Wiras Gibé Rist Kifil (Rist Section
of Crown Prince, the Heir), File No., 10.11.
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would bring accountability to the Ministry unless the workers made formal transfer of the
property to it. Thus, the Ministry made the first circular letter void by writing a second
letter and continued to pay salary to Bétd Rist workers until about 1976."°° But the
nationalization proclamation and the subsequent placing, on April 12, 1975, of the
property of the royal family under the Ministry of National Resources Development

formally marked the demise of the Bétd Rist Office."!
3.2. Structure of the Béti Rist

As explained before, because of the absence of sources, we do not know about the history
of the Emperor’s property management institution established before the period of Italian
occupation. But, in connection with the Office that was reorganized after the expulsion of
the Italians, we know that the Emperor established offices for the management of his

lands and other property before the period of the occupation.

The management system which was reorganized three months after the withdrawal of the
Italians had one Head Office in Addis Ababa and branch offices in the provinces. As we
have said earlier, the Office was the first modern, well organized, and centrally directed
property management institution. Nevertheless, it never reached such ascent as defined
above all at once. So, during its initial phase the most important departments of the Bét
Rist Head Office were those of the rist department, chief counsel, chief treasury, and
chief record office, Secretarat (office of the chief clerk), and store. In the provinces where

the Emperor held lands and properties before the period of Italian occupation, former

“ULE.S., W.T.M.R.C,, Folder No., 36, ¢. >. . (i, File No., 33, Letter No., 321/10/67 E.C.
®'LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 195, ¢. 5. 2, (L., File No., 6.
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Sums (overseers) were restored to their place and they were ordered to work as before. In
Addis Ababa, one person was appointed to collect rentals in a very traditional way. At the
bottom of the administrative structure were guards and couriers who were assigned both
at the Head Office and in the different parts of Addis Ababa where the property of the
Emperor was located. According to one document, the guards who were serving before
1942 underwent no military training and were not soldiers. After 1941, however, they

were replaced by soldiers who had received some military training. '

The appointment in October 1948 of Birhani Selassé¢ Abayiré as General Administrator
was very crucial for a number of reasons. As his career revealed, he was one of those few
peoples whom the Emperor trusted wholeheartedly. As a result of this, as we have
indicated before, he attained key positions in the Imperial Ethiopian Government. For
example, on August 10, 1955, he was appointed Vice Minister in the Ministry of Finance.
Again, on April 25, 1959, he was appointed Vice Minister in the Ministry of
Agriculture.'® This person received, as his rank reveals, much experience in business,
agricultural activities, administration, and law. Thus, it was not until 1949 that the
structure of the Bétd Rist became a modern property management institution with
departments having clearly stated powers and functions. In addition to the existing ones,
new offices such as Farming and Cattle Breeding Development Office, and Real Estate

Department were added. Moreover, the offices of vice administrator, vice counsel, vice

*2Ato Kasa Mingistu served in the Bétd Rist Office as a guard during the tenure of Ato Misisa Ziwildé
and before Ti'umi Lisan Kasa was appointed Managing Director in 1942, I.E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No.,
84, ¢. 5. #. (L., File No., 33.

3The archives of the Ministry of Finance, File No., 8402. See also annexes 5 and 6.
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clerk, and vice store were established.”® The office of the Vice Managing Director was
established as Birhand Selassé had many official responsibilities to shoulder in the
Imperial Ethiopian Government. As the number of the offices increased so did the

workers employed to the newly opened offices.

The structure of the Béici Rist Head Office when it was established in 1941/°42 looked

RN

J L

[ Bétd Rist Head Office }

il

[ Rist Department }
A

1L ige L

Record
Office

like the following:

Treasury Office

II

[ Bétd Rist Offices in the Provinces J"

Office of the
Counsels

(Négdrdafdr)

*On Tir (January) 13, 1951 E.C, Ato Tibdbu Abriham was appointed Vice Managing Director to the Béc
Rist Office by Ndgadras Birhani Selassé Abayaré, 1.LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 11, ¢. 2. #~. (., File
No., 24,
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And after 1949, the structure of the Bétc Rist Office looked like the following:

) Ministry of the Pen
Crown
)
Bétdi Rist Head Office k

J L

EOfﬁce of the Vice Managing Director

L Rist Department ]

Office of the
Counsels Treasury Real Estate Department for Farm Record
o Office % Store
(Nagdrdafaj Department Development Office
Office of the Office of the Oi‘ﬁcg s
Vice Counsel Chief Clerk the Vice
Store
Office of the
Vice Clerk
L Bétd Rist Offices in the Provinces
Office of the [ Treasury Office ] LOfﬁce of the Clerk ]

Secretarat

*Most of the time, special orders of the Emperor were given to the Head Office for execution through the Ministry of

the Pen. At other times, orders were directly given from the Emperor.
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Now, a brief remark on the duties of Bétd Rist Sums (overseers) appointed in the
provinces is in order. The position of the overseer was formally established in August
1942."% Overseers (also known as Mislinés), who were appointed and sent to the
provinces were like Ya Mingist Sum (government officials) because they were required to
pay tax and tithe to the government, to maintain the peace and order of the respective
area to which they were entrusted with the collaboration of awraja governors, and to
serve as judges in their respective territory. But, they did not receive salary from the
government; their salary was from the treasury of the Bétd Rist Office. In some
provinces, however, overseers were allowed to retain 25 percent of the total revenue that
they collected before tax and tithe to the government were deducted. Thus, though the
overseers combined private and government posts, they were fundamentally Bétd Rist
workers. Despite the fact that the balabat and the mdilkdiifia of the area, which they were
assigned to run, was the Emperor, the Sums in the provinces were by law above the local
balabats and were able to give orders to the local balabats and wirdda level government
officials. They were like wrdda misliné and were only responsible to the Governor
General and to the Wenbdro¢ (Judges). The main duties of overseers were safeguarding
the property of the Emperor from being taken by people who had no ownership right,'*®
assess revenue with the collaboration of government officials and elected elders of the
area, collect Irbo (a fourth of a given farm’s produce) from tenants, and revenue from

different sources, paid tax to the government, and collected money in return for yd Athia

'LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 59, ¢. 3. 7. (1., File No., 32, Letter No., 270/4, a letter written from the
Rist Department to the General Secretary of Jimma awraja.
*LE.S., W.T.M.R.C,, Folder No., 243, ¢. 5. #”. (L., File No., 6, Letter No., 1422/5/51.
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Daiifiencit (fee collected from a specific area in return for court service)."” Thus, we see
changes in the lexicon, workings, as well as in the kind of relationships that existed
between the Emperor, the overseers and the tenants who farmed the land. In the workings
of the Bétd Rist, therefore, the intermediary role that the mdlkdrisia used to play, in this
case between the Emperor and the tenants, was taken over by the overseers who received
salary on monthly basis. In the true sense of the term, mdlkdfifiendit as an office that
exercised administrative and judiciary authority over the area assigned to run was

replaced by the Bétd Rist and by its appointed overseers.

3.3. Staffing the Béti Rist

During its formative years (1949-1962), the Office administered about thirty salaried
personnel working at the Head Office in Addis Ababa. According to informants,
appointment was on the basis of loyalty, integrity, experience, and effectiveness. Top
level Head Office employees, such as the General Administrators, were appointed
directly by the Emperor. Sometimes, the Emperor directly appointed overseers to certain
awrajas through the Ministry of the Pen.'*® But, in most cases the monarch appointed the
General Administrator and the latter in turn appointed others under him. At times,
provincial overseers were directly appointed from the Head Office by the General

Administrator."* In some provinces, however, where the Emperor held extensive lands,

'57Tekalign, 348-9. Regarding the overseers role as Athia Dafifia see LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 315,
¢. 2. #. (L., File No., 30, Letter No., 1292/47/42,

IsgKapusc:inski makes the sole requirement to loyalty when he says: “His Majesty never made appointments
on the basis of person’s talent, but always and exclusively on the basis of loyalty,” Kapuscinski, pp. 32 and
46. On April 4, 1949, the Ministry of the Pen appointed Biqild Démamu Sum (overseer) to the Emperor’s
lands located in Mariiqo, Gurage, Séiwa, LE.S., W.TM.R.C,, Folder No., 227, ¢. . . (L., File No., 23,
Letter No., 5815/25/41.

PLE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 208, . . . (.., File No., 4, Letter No., 102/5,

93



the Sum (overseer) exercised authority to appoint secretary, treasurer, guards and

runners. L

In addition to the good qualities we have mentioned above that one has to possess to be
employed in the Office, professional competence was given high priority.'®' For example,
as discussed earlier, throughout its existence, the Office exchanged hands six times. Out
of these, the three managers carried the title of Ndgadras. During the Office’s formative
years, the General Administrator was Birhani Selassé Abayiré who introduced important
reforms. He played, for example, an important role in the recruitment of personnel.
Experienced people in finance, administration of lands and other property as well as
urban development were recruited from the Custodian of Enemy Property, the Ministry
of Interior, and from the Municipality of Addis Ababa.'®® Under certain conditions, the
children of former workers were employed in return for their fathers’ long period of loyal

service rendered to the Office.'”® Though the management system followed no formal

"The property of the Emperor in the province of Illubabur was divided into five (Duriné, Hurumu,
Darimu, Goré and Bidino), each having an overseer and secretary appointed by the Chief overseer. The
overseers and secretaries were responsible to the Chief overseer and secretary, LLE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder
No., 4, +. 2. #. Q., File No., 12.

mLoyalty and competence helped Ato E3ité Yigzaw to be appointed Sum (overseer) to the province of
Arsi, LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 1, ¢. 2. #~. . File No., 1.

"By the time he was appointed General Administrator, the first thing that he had to do was finding loyal
and competent workers. As a result he brought Afo Hailé Agonafir (who served as Chief Store Keeper and
revenue collector in and around Addis Ababa) from the Custodian of Enemy Property; Ato Tibibu
Abrdham (served as Vice Managing Director and Secretary) from the Ministry of Interior; and Afo Ziwdé
Windimu (served as Chief Treasurer) from the Municipality of Addis Ababa, L.E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder
No., 4, #. 2. #. (L., File No., 45. Regarding the meaning, evolution, function and the sources of income of
the Ndgadras refer to Peter P. Garretson, “Some Thoughts on Towns and the Naggadras in Feudal
Ethiopia in the Late Nineteenth and Early Twentieth Centuries,” “Conference on Ethiopian Feudalism”
(Addis Ababa University: March 1976), pp. 1-4.

'"Basa Dimissé Basah served in the Béti Rist Office as overseer and rent collector for the Emperor’s
property located in the different parts of Addis Ababa. In 1947, he was relieved on the ground that he was
not trained in accounting for the Office started modern accounting system since 1947. In return for his long
time service his son Ato Tiddsi Dimissé was employed in the Béta Rist Office, .LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder
No., 84, ¢. 7. /. (., File No., 48. Agafari Siifu Binibiru served in the Bétd Rist Head Office as Chief
Counsel and was killed in Maréiqo in 1947. In recognition of his death in the cause of the Emperor, his son
Ato Zigiya Siifu was employed as assistant clerk in the Béti Rist Head Office. L.E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder
No., 28, ¢. 2. #. (., File Nos., 6, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19. Informant: Ato Ziagdyd Siifu. Regarding Aro
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vacancy announcements, people applied to certain jobs when there were such openings.
On the part of the Bétd Rist, an individual *vas required to fulfil at least three things to be
employed- good conduct, sufficient amount of rist or property, and was expected to
submit a person as surety at the time of employment.'® To the best of my investigation,
the Head Office employed very few female workers, mostly typists, and some female
salespeople employed in fruit shops,]65 a circumstance that reflected the insignificant
degree of involvement and participation of females in the civil service that has prevailed

in the country.

On the whole, as we have said earlier, the Bétd Rist Office exchanged hands six times.
Before the occupation, there were two managing directors, Afo Miisa Zawiéldé and Afo
Tadisi Magiga (may be the son of M#gisa). After the explusion of the Italians, the first
Managing Director of the Office was Ndgadras Ti’'umé Lisan Kasa who stayed in that
position from about 1941 to 1945. Ti’umi Lisan was succeeded by Afo Hailé¢ Golmamé
who served for a brief period from around 1946 to September 1948. In October 1948,
Négadras Birhani Selassie Abayiré was appointed as the third managing director whose
tenure lasted for a much longer period of time (October 1948 to about January 1973). The
last managing director was Négadras Seifd Selassé Liban who served from about January

1973 to 1975/°76.

Migiasd Zawildé and his son Afo Tadidsd Mis43a refer to, LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder Nos., 84 and 5, ¢. 2.
. (., File Nos., 33 and 9 respectively.

164l E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 14, ¢. 2. #~. (L., File No., 28.

193Rirst Weizaro Adanig Dista and from January 27, 1960 on wards Wiiizarit Astér Maru served as type
writer (Amharic section), L.E.S., W.T.M.R.C,, Folder No., 250, ¢. 2. # (L . C., File No., 7, Letter No.,
764/10/52. See also L.E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 60, ¢. 2. /. (\.., File No., 12
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3.4. Salary of Employees

One essential aspect of modernity exhibited in the workings of the management system
was the fact that workers, be it those permanently employed both at the Head Office and
in the provinces or those employed for some time and even on daily basis, were paid in
the form of monthly salary or in wages. From the General Administrator to the guards
and runners, the Head Office workers were salaried. By the standard of the time, the
monthly salary paid to Head Office workers and that paid for overseers working in the
provinces could be assumed as attractive. For example, the General Administrator used to
receive a monthly salary of Eth. 500 birr and his vice up to Eth. 400 birr.'®® Chief
overseers in some provinces were paid monthly salary between Eth. 80 birr and Eth. 250
birr.'®” All the permanently employed.and daily workers, deployed on some Farms where
mechanized and partially mechanized farming activities were undertaken were also
paid.'®® In some provinces, however, the overseers were given gdilcib (up-keep) in lieu of
salary which was 25 percent of the gross revenue that they collected from the area to
which they were appointed before tax and tithe to the government was deducted. This

could be done either in kind such as grain or in cash. According to an informant, this was

1%6Eor example for the salary of Bérd Rist Head Office workers for the month of July 1963, see in LE.S.,
W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 4, ¢. 2. #”. (L., File No., 4.

167k or the Bété Rist Sum (overseer) of Addis Alim for example a monthly salary of Eth. 80 birr was paid,
LE.S.,, W.TM.R.C,, Folder Nos., 4 and 193, ¢. 2. # (1. . C., File Nos., 4 and 12, and for that of Illubabur
Eth, 250 birr, Folder No., 4, File No., 12, for that of Mardqo Mito, Eth. 100 birr, Folder No., 4, ¢. 2. #°. (L.,
File No., 10, and for that of Anfilo Dulé Eth. 200 birr, L.E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 193, ¢. 2. #. (L.,
File No., 5.

'8 Arboyé, in the province of Arsi, was one of the areas where the Bétd Rist Office undertook partially
mechanized farming activity. For the monthly salary of permanently employed workers and wages of daily
workers paid see LE.S., W.T.M.R.C,, Folder No.,, 193, ¢+. >. (.. C, File No., 10.
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done in order to win loyalty and to make them work diligently for more revenue collected

means increase in the percentile that the overseers got.'®”
3.5. Motivation

The management system motivated its workers through various ways. Such could be
done through promotion to higher posts, salary increment, and letter of appreciation for
their good performance and through occasional gifts. For example, they were given extra
money for wedding and medical expenses.170 Head Office workers were, however, more
privileged than other workers for they were given land as rist both in rural and urban
areas, and madcria (land basically given in lieu of salary).'”" Sometimes, the Office

gave extra wages for workers who exhibited exceptional perf(nrmances.172

In addition to the reinforcements mentioned above, formal salary increments were made
to Head Office workers. This was particularly true to the tenure of Birhand Selassé
Abayiré. Immediately after he was made General Administrator, one of the major
reforms that he introduced was salary increment for workers of the Head Office. He
prepared the proposal and submitted it to the Emperor for endorsement. Then the

Emperor accepted the proposal and a sum of Eth. 1, 545 birr was allocated to be

191 E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 11, ¢. 2. #. (L., File No., 24. See also Folder No., 59, File Nos., 19, and
24. See also annexe 3.

17010 1950, Ato Tadisid Dimissé was given Eth. 135 birr for medical expense, LE.S., W.T.M.R.C,, Folder
No., 11, ¢. 2. ##. (., File No., 24. On February 7, 1958, Ato Zagiyi Siifu was given Eth., 300 birr to
support his wedding expenses, LE.S., W.T.M.R.C,, Folder No., 287, ¢+. 2. /. (L., File No., 2. The Bétd Rist
Office wrote letters of appreciation to Afo ASagré Wubité and Afo Ligisd Altayé overseers in Silalé
awraja, for having collected the /rbo and Asrat including the arrears on time LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder
No., 227, ¢. 2. #2. (L., File No., 3. Informants told me that some workers were motivated through promotion
to higher positions, Afo Fisdsi Kibidd, Afo Zagdyd Sdifu.

'"'On April 27, 1973, a total of 21 gasas of land located in different areas in the provinces was given to 13
Bétd Rist Head Office workers as madkiria, each received on average a gasa, LE.S., W.T.M.R.C,, Folder
No., 88, . . #2. (L., File No., 39. See also LE.S,, W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 60, File No., 12.

12An extra wage of Eth. 25 birr for 25 daily workers in Arboyé Farm was given from the Béid Rist
Treasury, L.E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 193, ¢. 2. . (L., File No., 4.
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apportioned to the workers depending on their rank. The Emperor’s approval of the
proposed amount came through the Ministry of the Pen on May 16, 1949. Before this
time the total budget expended in the form of monthly salary to Head Office workers was
Eth. 2, 404 birr. Thus, this new salary increment raised the total amount by more than
half. Accordingly, the maximum amount of money added to a worker was Eth. 100 birr, a
sum added to the General Administrator, and the minimum Eth. 5 birr, an amount mostly
added to drivers, guards, and runners.'® However, the salary of workers appointed in the
provinces was decided to continue as before- was effectively frozen. Salary increments
were also made only to particular individuals. People with many years of service and
those who shouldered double responsibilities were motivated through reasonable salary

increases.' ™

The second increment on the salary of Head Office workers was made on January 14,
1954. In this salary increment, a sum of Eth. 475 birr was allowed which raised the total
from Eth. 3, 877 birr to Eth. 4, 352 birr. The maximum amount added to a worker at this
time was Eth. 130 birr and the minimum Eth. 3 birr. During this second salary increment,
the General Administrator, guards and runners were excluded.'” While workers were
motivated in the above mentioned ways, the management was also very much concerned
about those workers transferred to other departments of the state. The Office wrote them
recommendation letters in which their work experiences were reported in glorious

‘[erms.]76

3] E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 220, ¢. 2. #”. (1., File No., 13, Letter No., 22/6/8. See also annexes 4 and
9,

1741 E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 250, ¢. . #”. (L., File No., 7, Letter No., 1399/10/53.

151 E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 220, ¢. 2. #. (L., File No., 13, Letter No., 789/13.

'] E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 84, ¢. 2. #°. (L., File No., 1, Letter No., 99/10/62.
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3.6. Controlling Mechanisms and Corrective Measures

The management system followed very modern and legalistic controling systems which
were valid and binding before the law. It issued internal regulations which established
office hours of Head Office workers; urban lands and houses; annual revenue that was
collected from each province per gasa; strict revenue and expenditure accounting; and
the execution of the several agreements, contracts and concessions that the Office
entered into with different entities in accordance with stipulated statements. Such
official controlling mechanisms are reflected in bequest, purchase and sale of property;
house rent, house reparation and construction contracts; land and machinery contracts;
tenancy agreements; and in the fixing of timelines for the collection of irbo (one fourth
of the producefrom a farm) and other revenues from different sources. For example, on
July 21, 1955, an official controlling system of office hours of Head Office workers was
introduced. According to this regulation, workers were expected to be in their office
from 3 to 7 hours local time in the morning and from 9 to 12 hours local time in the
afternoon. If workers were absent from their office in these hours, their salary would be
deducted for the hours they were absent from office.'”” Revenue and expenditure

summary documents also reveal that the Office followed strict accounting system.'”®

'""LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 250, 4. ». #*. L., File No., 16.

"8The Sums (Overseers) in the provinces and those at Addis Ababa had to settle accounts by appearing at
the Béti Rist Head Office at Addis Ababa at clearly specified timelines for auditing revenues that they
collected in their respective provinces. According to a letter of order written on October 29, 1954 to one of
the overseers of Silalé awrgja, overseers had to collect Jrbo from October to March 30, revenue from
vegetables and fruits from April 1 to April 30; and revenue from grass sale from May 1 to June 30. All the
overseers had to settle their accounts on July 5 by appearing at the Head Office in Addis Ababa, LE.S.,
W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 19, ¢. 2. #. (., File No., 48. Even the account obtained from the sale of the skin
of cattle was strictly settled, L.E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 216, ¢. 5. #. (L., File No., 16.
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Whenever the management office encountered problems that could not be solved by the
decision of a single person or office, and whenever there were tasks that demanded
critical examination before steps were taken to implement them, committees, made up of
three or four people (in most cases, the General Administrator took part), were formed to
analyze the issue and pass decision.'” This shows that the management office believed in

team spirit and group decision, which constitutes a major hallmark of modern executive

system.

In addition to the above formal controlling systems, the Office employed some informal
and systematic controlling mechanisms. One such system was to use provincial governors
who showed rock solid fidelity to the Emperor to spy and secretly follow up the activities
of some overseers about whom the management developed scepticism on their

commitment to loyalty shoulder the tasks entrusted upon them.'*

Failure to conform to the already formulated rules and regulations by workers serving in
different capacities and levels would compel the management office to take but very
modest corrective measures. Failure to collect revenue and settle accounts on time;
having failed to obey and respect orders coming from superior officials; imbalance

between estimate and revenue sent to the Head Office, and abusing peasants would result

""On October 9, 1961, a committee of four people was formed to consider and investigate an appeal of
tenants made against an overseer whom they accused of bad handling, 1.E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 22,
+. 5. /. (L., File No., 20.

"®In a letter written on August 28, 1953, from the Managing Director to Ddjazmac Girdsu Duki, Governor
General of the province of Illubabur, we see the Bétd Rist Head Office giving a task to Gérésu to follow up
and inspect the activities of the overseer, in clandestine or in any other way, whom the Office suspected of
collecting a relatively low amount of coffee from the area, 1.E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 243, ¢. 2. #~.
Q1.., File No., 5.
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in different kinds of punishments.'®' But, depending on the weight of the problem,
measures were taken step by step. Mistakes done once were passed with instruction and
reproof. If people continued doing the same wrongs, the Office wrote letters of
reprimand. Repeated salary deductions, and suspension from work came if they were
unwilling to use the above corrective measures to avoid their wrongs. If workers failed to
use all the above corrective measures to stay in their work but turned deaf ears and
committed similar mistakes repeatedly, the Office would fire them.'™ Seldom did
workers leave their jobs by writing resignation letters on reasons of low pay.'* In
general, as long as workers admitted their wrongs and vowed not to repeat mistakes, the
management system was not harsh; it was slow to take actions and lenient to give

pardon.] B

3.7. Challenges to the Béti Rist Office

Throughout its existence the management office encountered several challenges that
affected its smooth and healthy functioning. Generally, we can categorize the various
problems into two- external and internai. Under the category of the external challenges,
we have those problems created by the Italians, British officials, and those created by

local halabats (gentry) and provincial government officials. The internal challenges on

"!In a letter written on October 27, 1958, from the Head Office to Afo Zigiyd Siifu, the latter was
suspended for having failed to obey an order given from his superior until the matter was considered by a
committee, LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 11, ¢. 2. /. (.., File No., 41.

'83In a letter written on January 29, 1960, from the Head Office to Grazmac Gisissid MéngiSa, Bétdi Rist
Sum (overseer) for the province of Illubabur, the latter was rebuked, and his salary was suspended for
having failed to obey orders and for bad handling of tenants, LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 251, ¢. . #~.
M., File No., 13. On April 2, 1960, Ato Tisfaya Gisiissi, Bétci Rist Sum for Anfilo Dulé was fired and the
salary of other workers there was deducted, I.LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 3, ¢. 2. #* (L. C., File No., 15.
'"LE.S., W.T.M.R.C,, Folder No., 3, +. 3. #*. ., File No., 36.

"““The Béta Rist Office did not take actions on workers who did not follow stipulated rules due to sickness;
for wrongs done once; on those workers who admitted their mistakes and asked forgiveness after being
fired; I.E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 250, ¢. 2. #~. (1., File No., 14.
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the other hand were created by Bétd Rist Head Office workers and those workers who

were appointed in the provinces as OVerseers.

3.7.1. Problems from the Period of Occupation

From 1936 to 1941, Ethiopia was under Italian fascist regime. Using the ethnic, linguistic
and religious diversity of the Ethiopian social fabric as fertile ground, the Italians
imposed a colonial policy of divide and rule so as to achieve their objectives. They
appointed members of one ethnic and religious group over another. Oromos were, for
example, appointed over Amharas and Tigrians; and in some areas, Muslims were
favoured and were appointed over Christians.'® In general, the existing system was
replaced by a colonial system. One major change that they introduced was exhibiting in
the acquisition of land. As explained above, people who were denied their natural right of
using land were given land of their own; the lands of the ruling aristocrats including those
of the Emperor were confiscated; and former balabats were changed by those appointed
by the Italians who were in conformity with their policy of divide and rule
(collaborators). Besides, using the general insecurity that was prevalent during this period
as excellent opportunity, people in the provinces took the lands of the Emperor as their

own. Following the explusion of the Italians, the Emperor reorganized his property

185Regarding their policy of divide and rule and the policy that they designed in order to facilitate the
conquest among Amhara, Oromo, and Muslims see Alberto Sbacchi, Ethiopia Under Mussoloni: Fascism
and the Colonial Experience (Zed Books Ltd., 1985), pp. 157-164. In the province of Arsi, for example, a
Muslim named Hajji Osman Qabiito was made Fitawraré Abba Dula and was given the balabatnat of
Sabiro-Siré which, before the period of the occupation, was Godana Gildd’s balabatnat, 1.E.S.,
W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 331, ¢. 2. #. (L., File No., 30. Regarding the problems that an Italian appointed
Oromo official by the name Bariento Abba Saru (Fitawrari) in whose house was found the colors of Fascist
Italy and the problems that his brothers created in the province of Tigray, see LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder
No., 216, ¢. 2. /. (L., File No., 7. Regarding the problems that the overseers of the Bétd Rist Office faced
from people who were given the rist of the Emperor by the Italians in the province of Kiiffa, and the
problems that were created by the workers of the Ministry of Finance and of Agriculture, see LE.S,,
W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 59, ¢. 2. #~. (L., File No., 24,
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management institution. Thus, when former overseers in the provinces were ordered to
resume their works, they faced serious challenges from people who took the lands of the
Emperor under the land policy of the Italians. Besides, officials who were appointed by
the Italians posed serious challenges over the transfer of land and other property.
Moreover, the Italians burnt the houses of the Emperor and destroyed substantial amounts

. 186
of grain.'®

In the first few years after the occupation was over, relation between British and Italian
nationals who lived in Addis Ababa was amicable. There was a racial solidarity that
overcame enemity. In addition to the problems that they created to the management
system, the Italians, backed by the British, used force to acquire the property of the
Emperor. According to one archival document, Italians snatched several keys from the
bota {ibagé (guard), unlocked the houses of the Emperor by force and started living in

them by force.'®’

3.7.2.Challenges from the British Decade

No one would deny that the Italians were ousted from East Africa in general and from
the soil of Ethiopia by the unflinching and stout struggle of the Ethiopian patriots with
the collaboration of Commonwealth forces. However, the explusion of the Italians did
not bring total independence for Ethiopia. In what amounted to colonial rule, the
country’s future was continued to be decided by the British for the next four or so years.

Not only did the British presence affect the country’s major affairs like foreign relations,

80At a place called Saboka in the province of Kiffa, the Italians burnt 33 houses and 2, 000 daula (a daula
measures on average 100 Kilograms) of grain of the Bétd Rist, 1.E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 0, +. . .
(.., File No., 2088.

*TLE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 350, ¢. #. 2. (1., File No., 14.
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finance, administration and territorial integrity but it also affected the day-to-day life of
the people. British civilian officials and military posed serious problems in the collection
of rentals from Italian lessees for they gave orders not to ask rentals from the Italians
unless they paid willingly. The full meaning of British interferance is explicitly stated in

an application letter written to Abba Hana and reads as follows:

aoFaovy: [sic] AT% OHCHC tovAntty CoIPitFa<y abT O7ehN 979
AT AAPTT mARFTU (WP AT 00EFTFU. 0T 0915 MALTT
&8 18 WHRFIOFIZTFO LLPS Ne®T LRLNPTU QREPS 1T NATERS
WNSADNFO- L0 AFMILLITFO ALLPLATU® NAD- (FFET LT
PRTIAN QANAMST hAAMIPEY (1Y N0tk A OLPT HCHEFD (g (T
OOT Ph MALGTG UNTF LhdAG LARTI® 2L PO GA2AN hrdy>t BooC N1C

A%.0mM7 hChC BIPLGA= & H el TN PATF 104 TAAP (T

ORTIAH QAAANTT AATEH ALH®- 0, P39 58

When we first received His Majesty’s shops from British officials which
are indicated in detail, they [British officials] warned us by saying
‘though these Italians who are living in your shops are your enemies, you
are not allowed to use force to collect rentals unless they paid you
willingly and until we will oust them from Ethiopia.” Now we insist that
the Italians and the Greeks who are living in the shops listed in these three
papers have to pay rentals. And we are debating to receive rentals in Birr
because the exchange rate of Lire [Italian unit of currency] is inflated.

For the time, we have no income because the big shops from which

'$81 E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 350, . . #”. 1., File No., 7.
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significant amount of income was collected formerly are now occupied by

British officials.

From the above account there are at least two things that reflect the domineering position
that the British exercised over Ethiopia in general and even on personal matters. One is
that it was not the Emperor but British officials who had the power to consign the shops
from the hands of the Ttalians to Bétd Rist officials. Secondly, while the British clearly
recognized the shops as the property of the Emperor, they showed their superior position
when they prohibited Bétd Rist officials from using force so as to vacate the shops. They
forced the Ethiopians to wait for them to force the Italians to vacate the shops. Thirdly,
they reserved the credit of ousting the Italians from Ethiopia for themselves as though the
Ethiopian state and the patriots played no part in the process of ousting the Italians. All
this showed that Ethiopia’s sovereignty was placed at the mercy of the British.
Surprisingly enough, the British never referred to the Italians as their enemies. In addition
to such paradox of arrogant intervention in the relationship of Italian residents in Addis
Ababa and the Béti Rist Office, houses in Addis Ababa from which the Office used to
collect substantial amount of money in the form of rentals were occupied by British

officials and military for free.

Using the general instability that was apparent following the expulsion of the Italians
from Ethiopia, Addis Ababa experienced one of the most organized loot from its
residents and from foreign nationals. Unbridled among the foreign nationals were British
officials and military. One of their targets was Kdsaté Birhan (Advent of Light) Printing
Press which the Emperor bought from Asmara before the war. Beginning from December

27, 1941, British officers began looting the printing press, dismantling the machines and
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packing them to take the machines to other areas. An application letter written on January
9, 1942 to the Emperor from His Imperial Majesty’s Rist Department is informative of

the activities of the British officers. For the letter speaks for itself, we present it as

follows:

hat NCY7T 000 AL edava- a+ae (st (o PRchdok: THTTLE hPS NPR 1
AEA Ute PP (AL NAICTIRIED 1IN hhdevs. oM I0C: AT 1Y
WIAHT e e T avh G heAAES NATT APHOG NATLONS. hor@AST -
&1 hakLavg® @f W-CrH®P hovaht? 100 LAR® hadan 18 ¢ Zria-
RTIOMT 09+, 007 avn G hedok ap@-0e NAEIPG bt +4.60CPS NCIN TIL0-
e 9+a1e ik Lem avnGPFI° AGPOAL WiLtHIE. heta- hCin Tiha-ge
NGO WGP A@OAL PHHOE 10+ U7 AHU- TPE W19.849 &Y 0PNG ACIT
PACTIP BIPL oY hev(dk EIPC TLeNLAT A0 APar NAN ARV At
AATT P10 ATGIAPAFO MG o LACTIRIITFO- Q10517 Parh TP T7 W YE
HCHE &6 & AHU~ 7HHoLe Oh AIHY 0P S7F 1047 RV vt hpet 7
0t PATIH QANANTT @ALPFPA: NAILY N t@OLNT ehg ™Th gv
WH9PCAT 1@ AT AhCIA TE@ AOLLTSF@ 10CE 7 hdh HE aPh ST

hoe@Ae:  A0F159°: (AHY @07 14 hCrr® Arefo-eo- N97h0C

nGavpn '

The printing press named Kdsaté Birhan and all the machines and
different equipments including the alphabet were bought from Asmara by
His Majesty’s money. Now the British [officials] are dismantling the

machines, packing them in boxes and started looting. This, they started

"LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 350, ¢. 2. #*. (L., File No., 9, Letter No., 570, an application letter
written on January 9, 1942 from the Rist Department of the Bértd Rist Office to the Emperor. See also
annexe 7.
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openly beginning from Tahisas (December) 18. But, before they were
taken, we have informed the situation to your Majesty. This situation is
confirmed by Cornell Mattew and Ato Tifira Wirq after which Cornell
Mattew questioned as to whether the printing machines are the property of
His Majesty or not. Then, Ato Solomon Yanenah was summoned to clarify
on the machines after which he made a list of them that were formerly
taken by British officials. And now we have asked Cornell Mattew to give
the packed machines as a substitute to the machines that were taken by
British officials. But, because the machines are still being taken and there

is no one to stop this, we respectfully inform the situation to your Majesty.

Regarding the dominant position that the British exercised over Ethiopia, Bahru wrote:
“Apart from the legal provisions, the overbearing racist attitude of the British officials
and officers operating in Ethiopia was calculated to emphasize their superior position in
the country.”'®® Sources also tell us that the British officers plundered the property of the
Emperor located at Ddja¢ Bal¢a Séfir and in Sénga Téra. According to a letter written,
on April 25, 1942, to the Rist Department, British officers of the Artillery Division
organized looting on the properties located there, demolished the houses of the Emperor,
and took essential materials with which the houses were constructed. Some pertinent

section, picked from this letter, reads:

REEHTTF QAF ATC L .... ATIAHT NPLHOD: APLLN $CHCT NPT hévl
@AY Wit AMHO AAAATS AAD-9° QRATIHET AfaoT AAT AhPL.LN

AA@ALD- ... @L RINLHT emNP T QA PAAS< IPRLOT (HLD AD-G-E

CBahru, 179
107



(A1 e POF RIIAHT a8 5T W@ o-0T HOG hkora AG hTEGNLCAIP
90.@ K830 hahaha®< (B kLG CHCDT ALPOT A FARA SN

CENT QAF haePFO- hE®S hAGT AT NPC mAT P17 (0™ AGCAD-

NTLeNe O OOG:!

Because an order to stop their looting is not given, the British [British
officials] demolished [the house] located inside the enclosure of Ddjac
Baléa and took the entire wooden beam, the gate and iron sheets. Under
the cover of the British [British officials], the thief also demolished [the
houses] at night and looted. Such kind of looting is also undertaken in
Sanga Tara by the officers of the British Artillery Division. [When we
tried to collect our property], their guards prevented us from entering into
the enclosure. With the exception of the ilfifi and the adaras and the foq
[ground plus structure] which were constructed by Ddjac Balca, they

looted all the houses that were constructed by the enemy [ltalians].

As clearly stated in the above letter, British officers organized looting at different times;
and took all the most essential parts of the houses. In addition, the British were
implicated as those who started the pillage which was followed by other people under the
pretext of British officers. Sad to say, the Ethiopian state was unable to stop such
organized looting by the British officials and officers depicting the nominal nature of the

country’s independence.

11 E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 350, 4. 2. #~. (L., File No., 20, letter No., 32. See also annexe 8.
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3.7.3. Challenges from Local Balabats and Government

Officials

In addition to the problems that were created by the Italians and British officers and
officials, the Béti Rist faced problems from local balabats and government officials.
Overseers who were appointed in the provinces faced serious challenges from Ciga
Sums as the latter refused to pay irbo (one fourth of a produce) that was to be collected
and sent to the treasury at Addis Ababa while the overseers were compelled to pay tax to
the government.'” At times, local balabats and government officials joined hands and
refused to listen to the overseers in the collection of the income of the Emperor. A very
interesting example of such collaboration concluded between local balabats, wiirdda
level governors and bandits against the overseers appointed in the provinces is reflected
in a report prepared by Ndgadras Birhani Selassé Abayiré which he submitted to the

Emperor. A very enlightening part of the report reads:

At (1M TINLEP aoget 1D 1ovgk AL Phe BRATT ACH (CAT@- +2LAD-
ANATFOT PTLANAND- NoPpdaks 0590 &CA n 600 4@ 1AL Po9lm4d-N7:
OAAF O Il 1@ aPNG  ARINID WUA ATINET PAdLO: OL TICPT hodAfT
2C LAYI9 AT PA@PP: PGSO+ 494 84, PULAA £14 H@AT 0AQT G-
hEe99or OC ANAE et AP PSA: 180T &40 30 OAARTT AdPI DA

02,206 (D Z8@ TIr LT PATVHT D avgit hOA N6 TIN5y jo-:'"

"’In the province of Arsi, at a place called Robé, the Bétd Rist Office lost revenue that was collected from
3 gasas of land for the Director of the province taken the revenue by force and given directly to the treasury
of the Government, LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 0, ¢. 2. #2. (L., File No., 560, letter No., 8913/13/44.
Regarding the problems that the Cigasums created, see LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 0, ¢. 2. #~. l.., File
No., 2088, Letter No., 106/5/53.

'LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 227, #. 2. #~. \., File No., 4. See also annexe 2.

109



The fertility of the land in Aboté is highly rated. We will lose above 600
daula [a daula on average measuring 100 kilograms], which is our share;
because the tenants killed one another and that there is no one to gather
their crop. Because there is no road for a car and that the area is infested
by many bandits, it is frustrating to load and transport grain. The area is
not secured because the wdrdda level governors are in good terms with
the bandits. The ringleader is Réigassa Dadé who is at the same time the
local balabat. He is related with government officials as abd lij and ya fut
lij. He stationed 30 gangs as far as Gindd Bdrdt. As a result we are about
to totally forfeit the abdl [share] that was to be collected fron 8 gasas of

land.

Aboté was a small territory within Silallé awrgja in the Governorate General of
Sdwa. As clearly described in the above report, the area was very insecure for it
was infested with bandits whose relation with wdrdda level governors was
amicable. Besides, the areas under the rule of the local balabat (Rdgassa Dad¢)
and wdirdda level governors proved to be tough territory for the overseers to cross.
Moreover, the bandits were organized by the local balabat. The combined effect
posed serious challenge to the overseers in the collection of revenue. As indicated
in the report, the amount of revenue that the Office lost was estimated to be 600
Daula, a Daula on average measuring 100 kilograms of grain. As these were not

enough, they fomented rebellions among tenants against the overseers to prevent
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them from ensuring the tributary rights of the Emperor.194 Sometimes, overseers

. ’ N o c 1o 195
in the provinces were imprisoned by wirdda level government officials.

3.7.4. Challenges From Within

Some of the challenges that the management office faced were created from within by
the overseers themselves. Major challenges from within include overseers at different
levels who turned out to be corrupt; they disregarded the duties entrusted upon them;
engaged in untimely collection of revenues and settlement of accounts while such tasks
were to be done according to clearly stipulated timelines; took part or all of the revenue
of the Emperor for themselves; were unwilling to hand over documents to newly
appointed overseers; fomented rebellions among tenants by enticing them to refuse
orders given from the newly appointed overseers; and intrigued with local balabats and
provincial government officials.””® Some of the problems that the Office faced were
created by absentee overseers. Such problems occurred as a result of lack of close
control, and supervision on the part of the overseers as they lived in Addis Ababa while

they were appointed in the provinces, some near and others very far from the capital."”’

"1 E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 59, ¢. 2. #”. (1., File No., 34.

95The Béti Rist overseer for Qorbita, Tigray province, was for example imprisoned by local level
government officials, LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 0, ¢. 2. /. (L, File No., 2088, Letter No.,
1706/5/49.

'9SFor example, overseers in Silalé were criticized for having collected lower revenue for the year1954,
LE.S., W.T.M.R.C,, Folder No., 243, ¢. 2. /. (L., File No., 23. Ato Gibri Mariam Abbay, overseer of the
Bétd Rist in Minjar refused to settle accounts despite the Head Office wrote him several times to do so,
LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 315, ¢. 2. /2. (l.., File No., 15. Regarding the intrigues made between the
overseers and the local balabats see 1.E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 216, ¢. 2. /. (L., File No., 2.
Regarding the overseers who took the revenue of the Bétd Rist for themselves see L.LE.S.,, W.T.M.R.C,,
Folder No., 215, ¢. 2. #. (L., File No., 6. Overseers in Qillim awraja of Willdga province assessed coffee
collected from Kuré Lafto Kortu gébdlé of Gidamé wdrddd with Anfilo gunfar (Six Anfilo quntar
measures one kubaya) and tried to settle it with Baro gunfar (a variant which measures half of Anfilo
quntar), LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 22, ¢. ». #~. (.., File No., 2, Letter No.,698/9/49.

¥ Girazmac Gisissi was Sum for Illubabor Bétd Rist. But, in the most part he lived in Addis Ababa, LE.S.,
W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 251 ¢. 2. #°. (L., File Nos., 13, and 18.
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When the Office faced challenges of the above sort, it took very systematic, but modest
and step-by-step measures to cope with these setbacks. As pointed out carlier, overseers
who created problems of the above sort were advised, rebuked, and given letters of
reprimand. If they were not willing to correct their wrongs by the above measures, the
Office made reasonable salary deduction. The next measure was suspension from work
for sometime but workers were given the chance of being reinstated to their posts
provided that they agreed to never repeat similar wrongs. It was after the failure of all
these recourses that the Office went to the extent of firing workers. For the most part,
however, workers employed and appointed at different levels were loyal to the tasks
entrusted upon them. Depending on their performances, as noted above, they were given
incentives in various ways. In this, the management office exhibited a proper system of
giving incentives and motivating employees to be diligent workers. Workers with
excellent performances were promoted while the indolent were demoted and at times

fired from work.

So far, we have tried to show the structure of the Bétd Rist. In the next chapter, an
attempt is made to look at how much effort was made to enlarge the property of the
monarch through investment mainly in the agricultural and industrial sectors as well as in

the development of real estates.
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Chapter Four: - Economic Investment.

In chapter three, an attempt was made to categorize the evolution of the management
system into three phases. In this chapter, we will focus on the second and third phases
which cover the years from October 1948 to 1974/°75. In many respects the year 1948
was a watershed in the history of the Emperor’s property management institution. Since
then, the Office became more stabilized, well organized, well staffed, and well directed.
Starting with the General Administrator, men who had long experience in finance,
administration of lands, agriculture, and in urban development were employed in the
Head Office. In January 1973, for example, Bilattén Géta Birhand Selassé Abayiré was
replaced by Ndgadras Séifd Selassé Libdn as General Administrator. On January 22,
1973, the Finance Department of the Head Office handed 32 registers to the newly
appointed Managing Director. These registers dealt with revenue and expenditure, title
deeds, urban lands, asrat (tithe), bank arcounts, petty cash, revenue and expenditure
summaries, and government tax, indicating how the management system was well
organized and systematized.'”® Besides, as we have said in chapter three, new
departments were also opened pursuant to the Emperor’s plan to maximize his property
through economic investment mainly in agriculture, industry and in the development of
real estates.'”” In addition to the economic motives that such engagements would bring to
the monarch personally, the emperor sought to demonstrate the potential of modern

agricultural methods which inturn would encourage others to emulate.

“LE.S. W.M.T.M.R.C. Folder No., 88, ¢. 3. #. (L. C., File No., 39.
*For full information of work done and to be done starting from 1949, see LE.S., W.M.T.M.R.C. Folder
No., 11,¢. 5. # (0. . C., File No., 48.
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According to an expenditure summary prepared for the years from May 1949 to January
1971, a total of Eth. 7, 908, 787 birr and 51 cents was expended from the treasury of the
Head Office. From this, Eth. 362, 768 birr and 67 cents was allocated for purchase and
development of lands. Eth. 615, 697 birr and 74 cents was invested in the development of
real estates; Eth. 167, 217 birr and 47 cents for purchase and reparation of agricultural
machineries and vehicles; and Eth. 81, 945 birr and 89 cents expended for fuel used by
tractors which were deployed in the different partially mechanized farming activities run

by the Bétd Rist Office.

Table 1: - Invested capital and the amount of money allocated for each expenditure title

for the years from May 1949 to January 1971.

No. Expenditure Title Amount( in Eth. Birr)

1 Salary 1,213, 178.05

2 Dardgot (Gift or bonus given to people) 942, 733.46

3 Money given to the Palace 1,946, 691. 65

4 Money utilized for buying stationary materials 2,099. 65

5 Money paid for postal and telephone services 7,754. 61

6 Purchase and development of land 362, 768.67

7 Construction and reparation of houses and fences 615,697. 74

8 Tithe set aside 214, 851.51

9 Tax for urban lands 36, 699. 20

10 Firé Gibir (Land tax) 286,354, 15

11 Purchase and reparation of vehicles 167,217. 47

12 Fuel 81,945. 89

13 Electric light and water services 13,355.12

14 Others 2,004, 440. 42
Total 7,908, 787.5

Source: For the audit statement of the expenditure of the Bétei Rist, look at LE.S.. WM. T.M.R.C. Folder No., 262,
¢, 5 (. C., File No, 1.
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4.1. Investment in Agriculture

As we have tried to show in chapter two, Emperor Haile Selassie owned vast tracts of
land in the provinces. These lands were used for the cultivation of different kinds of food
grains, cash crops, fruits and vegetables. On some of his lands, attempts were also made
to raise cattle. In general, in what was generally categorized as rist and gulf land tenure
areas, the Emperor’s lands were, for the most part, not fragmented but located in one
area. Besides, the lands were carefully selected and were very fertile. Interestingly
enough, some of his lands were located near perennial rivers and streams, a circumstance
that made irrigation agriculture possible. When in 1949 a department for the development
of agriculture along modern lines was opened, it envisaged to invest in the cultivation of
varieties of food and cash crops, fruits and vegetables and cattle breeding activities. To
this end, the Emperor allocated substantial amount of money as we shall see in this

chapter one by one.

With the exception of those lands reserved and bought for plantation agriculture and for
partially mechanized farming activities, the vast tracts of land of the Emperor located in
the provinces were cultivated by tenants, mostly in what was generally referred to as the
south where land was measured, and by peasants in the north where the main land tenure
system was rist. As this study confirmed, the dominant, if not the sole, share cropping
agreement entered into between the Béri Rist and the cultivators was rbo (a fourth of
one’s produce). This issue will be further explained in an independent chapter which is

devoted to tenancy.
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The several land lease contracts entered into between the Office and the cultivators also
revealed that transitions from the collection of irbo, for the most part paid in kind, to land
lease that was paid in cash, the amount of which was fixed and paid on a yearly basis,
were taking place, a circumstance that highlights the emergence of early capitalist
production relations in a predominantly feudal agrarian economy. The formal land lease
contract document contained names of the lessor and the lessee; location and amount of
land given to the lessee, in most cases measured in gasa; contract period; amount of
money to be paid to the Bétd Rist treasury every year; provisions to be kept; the amount
of interest to be paid by the lessee if failed to settle accounts on the specified date fixed
for that purpose; details on the transfer of property to the lessor at the time of the
termination of the contract; and conditions that need to be observed when the two parties
desired to terminate and renew the contract.”” Lands were thus leased out to individual
farmers up to five years. Depending on the prevailing land tenure system and potential of
the land, the amount of money fixed to a given land leased out for Lessees varied from
one area to another. In Haiqo¢ and Buta lira awraja of the province of Siwa, for
example, a gasa of land was leased out at one place for Eth. 700 birr and at another place
for Eth. 465 birr per year. In this same awraja, 3 gasas of land were leased out for Eth.
300 birr per year. In addition to irbo, the lessee had to pay firé gibir (land tax), tithe,
education and health taxes to the government.””! Mostly, revenue obtained from irbo aras

(cultivators) was insignificant. For example, in Gawota gqibdlé of the province of Kiffa,

*“LE.S., W.M.T.M.R.C. Folder No., 340, ¢. . #2 0\, . C., File No., 46.

2

YE.S., WM. T.M.R.C. Folder No., 340, ¢. 5. # (. . C., File No., 49. See also Folder No., 227, ¢. 2. # (. .
c., File No,, 23.
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Eth. 448 birr, 201 Shilling, and 1, 540 lire (Italian unit of currency) was collected from

1942 to 1944.2%

Table 2: - People who entered into land contract agreements and amount of money that

they paid to the treasury of the Bétd Rist on January 26, 1973.

No | Province | Awraja Wiirdda Lessee Extent of land in | Amount paid
gasa (Eth. birr)

1 Séwa Cédbo Bico Damté 1 100

2 | Sdwa Minagisa | Addis Alim | Mazldqia | 0.50 250

3 | Siwa Yirir Ginbidu Zagiyd | 1.50 150

Séifu

4 Siwa Kédmbata Kontéb Abdgaz | | 300

5 Hardrgé Gildamso - Busura 0.50 200

6 Sawa Kémbata Siqé Awgtiw | 0.50 133

7 Sawa Téguldt and | Ankobir Bilaynih | 1 30
Bulga

8 | Siwa Cabo & | Tulu Bido Biaqald 30 2,000
Guraghe

Source: These lands that were given to individual contractors were inherited from a noble lady called
Wiiizciro Tisimé Abba Yirga, LE.S., W.M.T.M.R.C. Folder No,, 311, 4. 5.~ 0. C., FileNo., 2.

As clearly shown in the above table, the amount of money fixed to a gasa of land in what

was generally referred to as rist areas was much lower than in areas where land was

measured. A gasa of land in Tdguldt and Bulga awraja of the province of Séwa, for

example, was leased out for Eth. 30 birr per year while the same amount of land in

Kimbata awraja of this same province was leased out for Eth. 300 birr. In the province of

Haréirgé as shown above, half a gasa of land was leased out for Eth. 200 birr.

20231 02mé Mihriite Tirfé was the Sum (overseer) of the area who brought the revenue to the Head Office at
Addis Ababa, LE.S., W.M.T.M.R.C. Folder No., 59, ¢. . ## (k. C., File No., 24,
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Lands were also given in concession to people who were interested to invest in
agriculture. One of the places that were very attractive to foreign investment was the area
located along the courses and drainage basins of the Awa$ River, one of the major
perennial rivers of Ethiopia suitable for irrigation agriculture. For example, the Béfd Rist
leased out 10 gasas of land located in Jdju wdrdda of Arba Gugu awraja of the province
of Arsi to two Italians named Nerino Oliviero and Angelio Fosser for a period of 10
years. As clearly stated in the concession contract, the lessor and the lessees agreed to
adhere to 7 conditions. For example, the lessees undertook to clear the forest at their own
expense and use the Awas$ River to irrigate the Farm. As for the payment of the contract,
they undertook to pay Eth. 1000 birr for the first two years per year; from the 3™ to the 5
years Eth. 1, 500 birr; and from the 5™ to the 10" years Eth. 6, 000 birr per year. These
foreign investors planned to develop 400 hectares of land with two tractors. The lessor
entered an agreement to give a tractor for a period of 6 months while fucl and driver and
other expenses were to be covered by the lessees. In this agricultural concession the
investors planned to cultivate food grains such as teff (Eragrostis) and wheat (Triticum
aestivum); cash crops mainly cotton and tobacco, and fruits such as banana (Genus
Musa), orange (Genus Citrus), and mandarin (Citrus Reticulate) as well as such

vegetables as lettuce (L. sativa), and tomato (Lycopersicon esculeatum).*™

The Bétd Rist was one of the major grain suppliers in the country in general and for the
residents of the city of Addis Ababa in particular. In the remotest provinces like Tigray,

the grain which the overseers collected from cultivators, mostly irbo, was sold out to the

*PLE.S., W.M.T.M.R.C. Folder No., 44, +. 2. # . C., File No., 2088 (Imperial Ethiopian Government,
the Archives of the Ministry of Agriculture). These Italians started cultivating the land and were given
permission to buy gasoline to be utilized for that purpose from the Ministry of Agriculture, LE.S.,
W.MTMR.C. ¢. 2. # (. C., Folder No., 60, File No., 39. See also annexe 23.
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residents of the area. Price was fixed according to the market of the area at the time the
grain was decided to be sold. 2% In 1953, for example, a total of 965 quintals of a variety
of food grain was sold for Eth. 15, 868 birr and 66 cents to the residents of Addis Ababa.
The types of food grains sold were feff (Eragrostis) of varied standards, the chosen
quality being marfifia teff (the extremely white one), barley, sorghum, chick-pea, and rye.
On average, one quintal of food grain was sold for Eth. 16 birr and 43 cents. Civil
servants who bought grain with credit (paid in three instalments) include workers of the
Ministry of the Pen, Artistic Printing Press, Imperial Bodyguard from its 10 departments,
the Army, Private Treasury of the Emperor, the High Court, the Ministry of Justice, the
Secretariat of the Empress, the Palace, the Ministry of Finance, the Ministry of

Agriculture, Bétc Rist Head Office workers and interested individuals.

Table 3: - Type of grain sold from the Main Store of the Béd Rist in Addis Ababa for the

residents of the city and estimated price for the year 1959.

No. Type of Crop Quintal Price (Eth. birr)/quintal
1 Teff of best quality (maiiia teff) 1 2o
2 Sergaiiia Teff (half white and half red) 1 17
3 Wheat 1 19
4 Barley and Sorghum | 12
] Pea 1 17
7 Bean 1 14
8 Chick-Pea 1 16
9 Maize 1 10
10 Nigger seed and Lentil 1 22

Source: LE.S., WM.T.M.R.C. Folder No., 262, ¢. 5. # (L. C., File No., 15

204por example, Eth. 4, 796 birr was obtained from the sale of grain in Qorbita Bétd Rist in Raya and
Azibo Awraja of the province of Tigray in the financial year ended 1960, LE.S., WM. T.M.R.C. Folder
No., 156, ¢. #. # (L . ., File No., 26. Eth. 1, 177 birr from different areas of Silalé Bétd Rist, and from
Tigulit and Bulga, Eth. 528 birr in the financial year ended 1955, LE.S., W.M.T.M.R.C. Folder No., 194,
.5 0 .C., FileNos., 27,2,7,9,11,12, 16, 17, and 22.
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4.1.1. Production of Cash Crops

The production of cash crops, especially coffee, was one major area of agricultural
investment to which the Emperor allocated substantial amount of money. Attempts to
cultivate coffee were made in the provinces of Simén and Béigémdir, Balé, Arsi, Haréirgé,

Willédga, Illubabur, and Kiffa.

In Simén and Bédgémdir Governorate General, for example, an attempt to plant coffee
was made at a place called 4bba Samuel-Gomingé, an area located between the towns of
Gondir and Azizo. Basically, the Abba Samuel-Gomingé Farm was established for the
cultivation of different kinds of fruits and vegetables that were to be sold out to the
residents of the town of Gondir. In this same site an attempt was also made to raise

cattle.”®

For a long time, the Zdgé peninsula was the major single coffee producing area in the
entire province of Simén and B#gémdir. The people of Zigé were dependant on the

2% The only area that

production of coffee. Its coffee was even exported to the Sudan.
came to rival the Zdgé peninsula in the 1950’s and 1960’s was the 4bba Samuel-
Gomingé Farm. To this end, coffee seedlings from the Coffee Board were sent to this
farm. The credit of having introduced coffee to this area was given to a man named Abba
Samuel for whom the farm was named. This man was sent to the area from the Coffee

Development Board. Then he was given a land to be a coffee nursery site where he grew

coffee seedlings in great number. Initially, the aim was to distribute coffee seedlings to

*®LE.S. W.M.T.M.R.C. Folder No., 76, #. 2. # (L. . C., Simén and Bigémdir Batd-Rist File No., 2
“Giziew Melesse, “The Naviga Tana Company,” B.A. thesis in History (Addis Ababa University, 1987),
p- 12. See also Binayew Tamerat, “A History of Zigé Peninsula, 1902-1991,” M.A. thesis in History
(Addis Ababa University, 2009), p. 3.
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the surrounding farmers. But, according to a report written in 1955, there were six
thousand coffee trees at the Abba Samuel-Gomidngé Farm. Fifty percent of these were
ready to give coffee seeds while at the same time a substantial number of coffee seedlings
were ready to be planted. The total number of coffee trees reached two hundred thousand
around 1955. According to a revenue-expenditure summary for the month of November
1964, one hundred and eighty one kilograms of coffee were sold out for Eth. 253 birr and

40 cents which mean Eth. 1 birr and 40 cents for a kilogram of coffee.

In the 1960’s experts from the Coffee Development Board were sent to examine the
feasibility of the Abba Samuel-Goméangé Farm for coffee production, a task that had to be
done at the beginning. One mission of the expert group was to select areas suitable for
further coffee plantation. Against such lofty mission, however, the expert group
confirmed that the 4bba Samuel-Gomingé Farm was not suitable for coffee plantation on
the ground that the land was not fertile but stony. The recommendation of the expert
group thus aborted the idea of promoting coffee plantation in the region in general and in

the Farm in particular.m?

The Emperor also possessed a coffee farm in Dolo in the province of Balé. In 1958, for
example, Eth. 2, 193 birr and 85 cents was allocated and given to Afo Solomon Wirqu,
the overseer of the province, to clear the forest and prepare the land for the cultivation of
coffee.® The Béti Rist Office also owned coffee farms in the provinces of Arsi and

Hariirgé. According to a letter written in August 1959, Eth. 8, 257 birr and 5 cents was

271 £.§. W.M.T.M.R.C. Folder No., 76, ¢. . # (. . C., Simén and Bagémdir Beitd-Rist File Nos., 2, and 3.
For a picture showing the handing over of coffee seedlings grown from Abba Samuel nursery site, refer to
Addis Zéimein, 21" Year, No. 192, Nihasé (August) 8, 1952 E.C, p.1. On the attempts made to plant coffee
at Abba Samuel Farm see Addis Zimdin, Tahisas (December) 22, 1953 E.C, p. 6.

2850me equipment bought to clear the forest includes different types of saws, scissors, spades, lever, and
axes, LE.S., W.M.T.M.R.C. Folder No., 300, ¢. . # .. C., File No. 15. See also annexe 9.
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allocated to buy 5, 505 seedlings of coffee from Winj nursery site to be planted at
Arboyé Tibila (Tifsihita Génnit) Farm, an area located in Jdju werddd of Arba Gogu
awraja of the province of Arsi, a seedling for Eth. 1birr and 50 cents.”” From this Farm,
a harvest of 62 quintals and 38 kilograms of coffee was obtained in 1964.2'° Maison F.
Livierato was an import-export company in Ethiopia. In 1962, 3, 523.59 kilograms or
207.27 firdsulla (one férdsulla measuring 17 kilograms) of coffee, obtained from the
province of Hardrgé, was sold to this company for Eth. 4, 353 birr and10 cents, a

Firdsulla of coffee sold for Eth. 21 birr, and a kilogram of coffee sold for Eth. 1 birr and

23 cents.?!!

In the province of Williga, too, the Emperor possessed coffee growing fields at places
called Anfilo Dulé and Kuré Lafto Kortu, in Gidamé wdrdda. In 1954, for example, he
earned Eth. 1, 600 birr from the sale of coffee obtained from Anfilo Dulé.*"? Again, in the
financial year ended 1960, Eth. 4, 352 birr and 65 cents was obtained from the sale of

coffee in Kuré Lafto Kortu.

Table 4: - Revenue obtained from Anfilo Dulé Bétd Rist in the Financial year ended 1960

(Eth. birr).
Coffee Honey | Irbo (Food Grain) Fire wood Others Total
30, 646.35 215 4,216.30 9 303 35,389. 65

Source: W.M.T.M.R.C. Folder No., 151, ¢. ». # (.. File No., 1.

291 E.S., W.M.T.M.R.C. Folder No., 29, ¢. 2. /(1. . C., No., 16.

201 ES., W.M.T.M.R.C. Folder No., 347, ¢. . #/ (1. . C., No,, 1.

2 1ES., W.M.T.M.R.C. Folder No., 29, ¢. 2. #* (L. . C., No., 16.

22 410 Tidisd Tasdima was the man who brought the coffee to Addis Ababa, LE.S., WM. T.M.R.C. Folder
No., 194, ¢. 5. # (1. . File No., 14
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Another area where an experiment of coffee plantation was undertaken was in the
province of Illubabur, a province which was known for its coffee in the country. In a
letter written on August, 28, 1953, from the Head Office in secret to Ddjazmac Girisy
Duki, the then Governor General of the Governorate General, we learn that the Emperor
held 360 gasas of land bought from State Domain for the cultivation of coffee. In the
meantime, Eth. 15, 000 bjrr was obtained from the sale of 9, 792 kilograms of coffee, a
kilogram of coffee sold at Eth. 1 birr and 53 cents, an amount far less than what the
Office was expecting from these lands. As a result, Gérdsu was given a mission to
secretly (or by any other mechanism) find out the reason why the overseers (Girazmac
Giséisd Mingisa, chief overseer and his vice, Afo Tésfayd Gisisi, may be his son)
collected such a low amount of revenue from the province. The Office was also
disappointed about their indolence as they did not start forest clearing while other people
from Addis Ababa went there and began forest clearing. Thus, under Gérdsu’s
supervision, the Head Office allocated Eth. 3, 000 birr which was to be used for forest

clearing.?!3

Yet, the major coffee growing areas of the Emperor were located in the province of
Kiffa. In this province, the Emperor held 253 gasas of coffee land in different areas,”!*

From this, 189 gasas of coffee land were located in Kasa (83 gasa), in the vicinity of the

W M.T.M.R.C. Folder No., 243, 4. 5.2 0L.. File No., 5. See also annexe 2.
4 the province of Kiiffa, the Emperor’s Bér Rist, and other members of the royal family, and forty four
(44) high ranking ruling aristocrats held 2, 159 gasas of best coffee lands. The amount of land that the
emperor owned in this province is significant and information given from the Ddrg is genuine as indicated
i year, No. 552, Sunday, Hidar (November),1,1967 E.C. p.1.

123



Church of Andiraéa Méidahinétd Alim near the town of Bonga, 88 gasas, and in Nono

Mirdasa gdbdlé of Limu wdrdda, 18 gasas.*”

In the 1940s the Governor General of the province of Kiffa was Ddjazmac (latter Ras)
Misfin Sildsi. As we have noted before, he, together with Ddjazmac Giérésu Duki, was
given assignments many times by the Head Office to carefully select lands suitable for
the cultivation of coffee and were asked to render support to overseers and even to
systematically spy on their activities on behalf of the Office. The reactions of these
people to such assignments were very positive and enthusiastic. For example, sometime
around 1953, Ddjazmac Misfin was assigned to search, select, and buy lands in the
province of Kiffa that were suitable for coffee plantation. Accordingly, he bought 43
gasas of land in Sidéqa and other nearby qibcilés. Another area that he selected for
coffee plantation was Gotu which measured 2 and a half gasa of land located 50

kilometres away from Sadéqa.”'®

In order to reinforce the above coffee plantation scheme, in 1955, the Emperor bought 30
gasas of forest land at Eth. 900 birr from State Domain, a gasa of land for Eth. 30 birr.”"’
The price of the land was so cheap because the land was totally uncultivated. At the time
of purchase, the land was covered with dense forest. On April 18, 1957, Eth. 25, 000 birr
was allocated to develop Kasa Bérd Rist.2'® The money was given to Misfin Sild$ and not
in fact to Afo Tadild Qorico, the then overseer of the province, to be utilized for forest
clearing: for wages and food for daily workers who were deployed in forest clearing

activities; for buying different farm implements and for other expenses related with the

215y M.T.M.R.C. Folder No., 59, ¢. 2. #* (. . File Nos., 6 and 12.

216y M.T.M.R.C. Folder No., 59, ¢. 5. #” (1. . File No.4.

271 E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 0, ¢. #. #.(L.. File Nos., 11 and 2088.
18 ES., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 59, ¢. . #.0.. File No., 4.
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coffee plantation project.”9 After the forest was cleared, 100, 000 coffee seedlings were

planted on this site for which the Bétd Rist Office allocated Eth. 5, 583 birr and 75

cen‘[s.220

Diéijazma¢ Masfin Silad’s confidence on the potential of the areas selected for coffee
plantation is impressive. According to his report, Eth. 100, 000 to 130, 000 birr could be
obtained within two years after the commencement of the plantation project. But, before
the beginning of the plantation, for example in 1953, revenue collected from this area was
estimated to be Eth. 8, 108 birr, a figure far less than the alleged income that the Office
would possibly earn after the plantation project would be started. A very obsequious
letter, written on March 17, 1954 and addressed to the Emperor, gives us an impression

of the Déjazmac’s determination to diligently serve the monarch:

ey M ATIRRI AT ANACICI®- T AT ATLACD- (g PO
ot @PLLE L1 N0 PC RILTLNT AI°ARP NG 1@ A9 TRHET
@ BAMTG QL@ ATIPC: 1A h 10, 000 NC (AL ANLATT:

ALLD: AHGD* ROPAE ... %P [sic] eaeT hati=""

Your Lord is my witness that I do not mind to work, for my majestic king
who strived to establish my property, even by carrying an axe let alone the
work that is to be done with the help of [your money]. Now let you give me
the order so that I shall start the work. As for the money, I need not more
than Eth. 10, 000 birr. Suffice is for the time being, for today. Your slave,

Misfin Silds.

29 E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 5, ¢. . #.01. File No_, 5.
201 g S, W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 0, ¢. 2. #”.0L. File No., 240.
211 E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 59, #. 3. #.0.. File No., 4.
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He even asked the Emperor to replace the overseers working in the province of Kiffa for
the revenue collected from tenants in the form of Irbo was discovered to be

disappointing. A very informative part of the report reads:

... k0N 3 o0t Ok i - Qg KB 40 129 14:.3@¢é OCFATIY ALY T

NHEOG ATIPTS AavpHY av(z: 25, 000 GG A0 BT NPt [2am7]....”

Let the work be done by the direction of myself and Fitawrari
Wirqaldmahu for three years during which time the Béti Rist would play
no part. Let us be [given] Eth. 25, 000 birr, a car of the Jeep model, an
amount to be used for development of the land and for the construction of

a store.

According to his report written on May 13, 1954 to the Emperor, the Bétdi Rist Office
held 500 gasas of land in the province of Kiffa. Out of these, 200 gasas of land was

covered with coffee forest,?%?

Dr. Fiumana, forest and plantation expert reported that forest clearing started in May
1954 with 65 daily wage workers who received Eth. I birr per day. The workers were
also supplied with flour, pepper and some salt. As a result, 10 gasas of forest land was
cleared; and the logs were collected in oﬁe place in 1955. Included in the report is that
more than 200, 000 coffee seedlings were planted on this Farm. The ideal months for
planting coffee seedlings were May and June. For a gasa of land, Eth. 1, 000 birr and 5
quintals of teff (Eragrostis abyssinica) flour was allocated. Areas covered with forest and

now cleared include Yaga, Gahé Yiwuta, Nius, Yiqir, Addma, Békéb, and Bikira

~LEE W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 59, ¢. 5. 2.(\.. File Nos., 4, 6, and 15.
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gdbilés. The expert confirmed that the coffee seed was promising; and there was rain
almost in all the four seasons. A major challenge to the Farm were weeds which grew
casily and very quickly and that it had to be removed almost every week so as to protect
the area from being covered with weeds again. When the coffee seeds ripened, money
was allocated that was to be paid for daily workers who picked the coffee seeds from the
coffee trees on daily basis. Apart from this, tenants were not forced to render unpaid
labour service. For example, in December 1957, daily workers who picked coffee seeds
were paid Eth. 1 birr per day. Another potential area that the Emperor bought for coffee
plantation was located in Aqinaca gdbdlé of Cina wdrdda. The lands which measured 30
gasas were bought at Eth. 948 birr and 50 cents from State Domain. In addition to the
sufficient amount of rain that the area received annually, the land was squarely drained
by a perennial river called W&S. To alleviate transportation problem a driveway that

linked the awraja (Kéffa) with KaSa was constructed.*??

According to the report of Ao Wildd Giyorgis Biqild, the overseer of Kasa Béfd Rist
(appointed and sent to the area in 1954), there were 5, 400 coffee trees in Kasa. In the
meantime, the Governor of Kiffa awraja was Fitawraré Wirqalimahu Faris. According
to a report prepared by Wirqaldmahu, in the years 1954-’55, 10 gasSas of land were
cleared for coffee plantation. In this land 50, 000 seedlings of coffee were planted and
were in good condition. To this end, Eth. 10, 000 birr was allocated; the greater portion of
which was paid for daily workers who cleared the forest. There were 500 to 600 kuli
(daily workers) who were deployed to clear the forest and plant new coffee seedlings and

work it. Wild forest was abundant and in the years mentioned above 43 quintals of wild

2Regarding the report of the expert, see L.E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 59, ¢. ». #*.... File No., 4. See
also Folder No 5, ¢. 2. #.(L. File No., 5
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coffee was obtained; and from tenants 50 daula (a daula approximately measuring one
quintal) of coffee, an amount which raised the total to 118 quintals. As noted above, the
River Wa$ formed the potent force behind this plantation, a river which was easy to drain
and guide the waters to the Farm. According to a letter written in 1959 from the Bétd Rist
Office of Kiiffa to the Head Office, above 40, 000 seedlings of coffee were planted along

modern lines in addition to the wof aras (wild or forest) coffee which was in good

keepin g

Birhani Selassé Abayiré and Misfin Sild¥ personally visited Kada coffee plantation. The
latter was very much delighted of what he saw there, rebuked himself for having
disregarded the works of the Emperor, confirmed Kasa alone sufficient for coffee
plantation, and swore to work diligently as one bond servant to make the project more

profitable.

Ohé hA  P9U0A@<T hh A18040- PFHHNTY 4F@dd OCPATIU-
A12L¢0 ANCHT2A% ARG K18.048 FHD- PARTT A9 T8 arAn LR
N%0- hah £ad. T2ATh: 1796 @-AT hP¢ 1840 PHAAD- NAD-1F 0718
hALANT ASNTY, 10+ 11C 17 AH8.PA AECLAAU- &V 17 hovdl+9° O
a71%.9° AT 94HC A4t ehad Neerr Neehs (e @ &40 10T
aP@- P17 - PNLANT ha®« g0, NOPIPy ANLD- ¢0T OPT ADLL
Nov't gt OOF L RIS aPTTEY av4Phes AAA AL ae&hd® Wk ho-
@ eNPA: h&A NLLITAPT ACTIE %t LH, S7LAMTT TR § P
PUA OOLAHPT 1@ PPPGRPD AT 1T NI OC % PALDT

PO APt AATET 0ve19°G avhidet WH4.0-9° A0 (7 herhar

AGPIAIA G (FF R3S.L10A 99824 AA-NT:: hur9° W38.06- ThHH 6 § 12,

24 E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 59, ¢. #. #*.0.. File No., 4.
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000 NC AdF@¢-é OCPLATIU ATFAV OLLT NACTTIP TIHN AT LP°
ACH (GO APALT M@ Dotk Aavt (14 PR1A= 0201 L7 NALLTTY

§:8.9° 02307 1 W28 A28 028 PT APALT § ATIRRI° 0Bl Th 15

On having visited Kasa in Kdffa upon my return from Maji, an area
formerly visited by Birhnd Selassé Abayiré under the guidance of
Fitawraré Wirqaldmahu which was decided to be developed under my
direction, I rejoiced beyond limit. Amora Gdddl in Gimira was indeed
inaccessible until a driveway was constructed under my direction. But this
one [Kasa] is accessible and the road is constructed eight metres by eight
meters wide. As a result, I drove up to the middle of the coffee tree. On
having seen it, I reproached myself for having disregarded the work of my
master, but I decided to be there two and three times per year in the
Jfuture. Now, I need to go there in May and inspect the ongoing work;
make the farm cultivated again and liberate coffee from the forest so that
the coffee would bring benefit. It is futile to toil in other areas, this one is
sufficient. My longing now is, if I am lucky, how much your Majesty will
be pleased and the order that you will give when you would have a chance
to visit it. For the time being, I gave instruction to give Eth. 12, 000 birr to
Fitawraré Wirqaldmahu. For the future we will not ask money from your
majesty because we will be self sufficient and that you will see the result
after two years. I am determined to work and establish the work of my

master as a slave.”>>

B 1bid.
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Another potential area for the cultivation of coffee in the province of Kiffa was Limu
wdrdda. In this area, the Bétd Rist held a total of 118 gasas of coffee land- in Ténibo 28,

Lalo Bolo 28, Bélda 24, Taboté 17, Siqa 5, Gutu 2, and Saduqa 20.%

Despite the fact that Misfin Sild3 was one of the most loyal servants of the Emperor, the
areas mentioned above brought the Béti Rist and himself into an open misunderstanding
as the latter took the revenue of the Emperor by force which was in the hands of the
overseer assigned for that area. In a letter written on June 25, 1953 from the Head Office
to Mésfin Silds, the above mentioned coffee lands were restored to the Emperor through
litigation but Mésfin Sild§ took them by force and gave the coffee lands to his son named
Jara Misfin. The overseer, Qdiiazmac Aboyé Sirsé, informed this situation to the Head
Office and the Ddjazmac was kindly asked to restore the lands and the coffee in the

following way:

AP hAO¢F Mt PTTTOF KIAMAOE P5UTTF ANG wCR, $L9° POLHE ONWAT
Cork PPI1S (RAG° (Lt CO +4h0 8 PINZ07T Aanh hoL0A hIC 12 98 avgh
+an0 noverk AL 7 fa-A (G OhCL ANAN hFPAh R4 PR B¢ mhgT o
At LANANDTT (G SFP°C OAGANT= 41028 28T Ade A0 28 J4F (A8 24 4
AL 17 28 0P 5 001 wR2 041 A%F 2 90 +hd N8F7 edeard N0Fo- 875
thehe NeFoG o017 APT naadPhe @Y AAE £9920 10 1AD- A3 hAhaa-
ACAFO A%+ A4 APARTDGA= AAHY hHY 0 NGCL O WIL+OAID-S
WIRRaPCI0- RGP hAPD KT (0OPGTF PRHELDT avHI APRT NG IC KBl 074. RGPS

NILONG. RRL INC N8 B-OTT7 LANAND-Y ANA dPD-0LG (F AT hithehd PoH-17

*LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 59, ¢. . 21 File No., 29.
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APT ANH &he° haadP 1hA 00&ET AG0P OF LT 0. QAALPT ShO-CiHP aeang®

438 UG PHOALATT LG (15 AND: WHE.LAChFAT 17ThAC ningsatat

Qciftiiac Aboyd Scrgé, who was appointed in Limy awraja to oversee coffee lands

which the Emperor inherited from Wiizdro Wiisscinydlds located in Agdbé
that measured 12 gasas, informed us that you [Misfin Silds] took seven
daula of coffee, which he collected from these lands, under the pretext that
the land is the property of Lej Jara Msfin [his son], and that after he won
the lands located in Téndbo (28 gasas), Lalo Bolo (28 gasas), Bélda (24
gasas), Taboté (17 gasas), Sdqa (5 gasas), Gutu (2 gasas), and Sdduqa (2
gasas), in a court the verdict of which was given by you, and vacated them
from those people who possessed the lands, you took it by saying "It must
be given to my son [Jara].” What was proper is that you would take your
share as we have already started the division on the basis of the
bequeathal document and the decision of the court. Therefore, we
respectfully beg your Excellency’s goodwill to restore the lands and coffee
because it is improper to exclusively take the lands which our overseer

won after many ups and downs.

From the above letter we can understand that the 118 gasas of land that the Emperor
owned at different areas of Limu awraja were the lands of Waizdro Wissinyilds about
whom we do not know much. The overseer made clear that he won these lands through
litigation the verdict of which was given by Masfin Sildsi. From these lands the overseer

collected 7 daula coffee after which Masfin deliberately took the lands and the revenue
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from the hands of the overseer by force under the pretext that the lands should belong to
his son, Jara. This situation was reported to the Head Office. The Head Office on its part
made it clear that there was a will from Wissinyild$ by which some lands from the 1 18
gasas were given either to Misfin or to his son, Jara. Again the Head Office tells us that
Masfin played no part in the restoration of these lands. Thus, his action of taking these
lands and the already collected revenue by force is considered to be improper. For the
Head Office what was proper is sharing the lands according to the words of the will.
Finally, the Head Office Kindly asked Masfin to restore the lands and the revenue

collected there.

Despite the fact that we do not know how this matter was finally solved, from the spirit of
the letter as well as from the almost all time friendly relationship that we see between the
Emperor and Masfin Sil&, it is possible to suggest, with a fair degree of confidence, that
the two sides might have solved their misunderstanding peacefully in accordance with the

words of the alleged will that Wissényilas left behind.

In general, the province of Kéffa was reputed for its coffee, honey and other spice trees
like cardamom. On July 21, 1958, for example, 6, 749 kilograms (about 397 Firdsulla)
of coffee was sold from Kaga. In this same year, the Office sold 204 kilograms of honey
which was obtained naturally from the forest. Besides, 9, 000 cardamom (Elettaria

Cardamomum) fruits were picked from the natural forest.”®

281 E S, W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 59, ¢. #. #.0L. File No., 11. As for the forest, kinds of trees in the forest,
altitude of the area, soil type, availability of rain, and the potential of the area, see the report of Dr. Fiumana
in Folder No. 59, ¢. 2. /.. File No. 4.
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Table 5: - Revenue gained from coffee sale from Willdga, Balé, [llubabur and Kéffa provinces for

the years 1952, 1953, and 1954.

No | Name of the Overseer Place Reason Amount in | Year
Eth. Birr

1 Tadisi Diména Anfilo  Dulé, | Sale of Coffee 7,000 1952/°53
Wiilliga

2 Wildd Mariam Dinqu Ginir, Balé Sale of Coffee and grains | 1,465.90 1954

3 Ddjaé Gardsu Duki Illubabur Sale of Coffee 25,000 1954

4 Amanuel Cirnit Same Same 26, 149.25 1952/°53/°54

5 Déija¢ Miisfin Sil§ Kiffa Same 668 1954

6 Tadidsd Tdsdma Anfilo Dulé, | Sale of Coffee, grain,
Willdga honey, and from others 5,191. 84 1954

Total 65, 475

Source: LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 194, ¢. 5. #~.0L. File Nos., 14, 17, 18, and 22.

Basically, Girdsu Duki and Mésfin SildS were not overseers but were provincial
administrators. But many times we see them loyally serving the Emperor, an indication of

their readiness to fawn on the Emperor.””’

Table 6: - Revenue obtained from Kasa Bétd Rist for some selected years.

No | Item Amount in Férdsulla Year
1 Coffee 291 1955/°56
2 Honey 42 1955
3 Same 295 1955/°56
4 Same 30 1957
5 Cardamom | 9, 000 fruits 1958

Source: L.E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 5, ¢. . #°.(L.. File No., 5. Regarding the number
of cardamom fruits picked from the natural forest see LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 59,
¢. . 2.0, File Nos., 13, and 34.

4.1.2. Tifsihita Ginnit Farm

The Tifsihitd Ginndt Farm was one of the places where partially mechanized farming

activity was practiced in Ethiopia during the post liberation period. The original name of

Dijazmac¢ Girdsu was, for example, made leader of the activities of Illubabur Béri Rist, LE.S.,
W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 251, . . #~.0l. File No., 3.
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the area was Arboyé Tibila and was located in Jdju wardda of Arba Gugu awraja in the
province of Arsi. Latter its name was changed from Arboyé Tibila to Tifsihitd Ginnit
(the pleasure of Paradise) so named perhaps to mark the beautiful landscape the
plantation agriculture displayed. It was far from Asila town, the administrative capital of
the province of Arsi, by 125 kilometres. But the nearest route to Addis Ababa was
through the town of Nazrét (now Adama) which was located 50 kilometres away from the
Farm. Observers noted that the area was in a hot low lying area but it was a perfect flat
plain surrounded by mountain slops suitable for irrigation agriculture. The area was
located along the drainage basins of such big and perennial rivers as Awas, Wirénso and
Qildta and was bordered in the north with Yarar and Kiriyu awraja of the province of
$awa. Of the three, the Wirénso River which originates in the surrounding highlands of
Arsi was the potent force behind the Tifsihitd Gannét Farm. Irrigation canals connected
with this river took water to the Farm. According to the reports of agricultural experts,
the water from this river was sufficient to develop 20 gasas of land. There was also a
greater chance of utilizing the Awa$ and Qildta rivers if rain and the water from the
Wiirénso River became insufficient to develop the entire desert that stretched as far as the
Awag River. To avoid the risk of water shortage, therefore, an irrigation canal
construction contract was signed between Birhand Selassi¢ Abaydré and an Italian
contractor named Mario Bertalline. The contract was signed on August 26, 1959. To this
effect, Eth. 17, 700 birr was allocated. This irrigation canal constructed from the Awas
River to the Farm measured 34 meters, an indicator of how close the Farm was to the

river. 2’

B0 4ddis Zaméin, Siné (June) 20, 1952 E.C. p. 2. See also Addis Zdmdn, 21* Year, Nihasé (August) 5, 1954
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The Tifsihitd Ganndt Farm was established in 1955/°56.2' On this Farm the Bétdi Rist
Office planned to develop 50 gasas of land. But, according to a fuel purchase request
statement prepared on September 19, 1963, the Emperor only held 30 gasas of land

where partially mechanized farming activitiy was undertaken,?*?

The Farm was the most comprehensively organized and partially mechanized farming
scheme in terms of personnel, farm machineries and equipments, and social facilities that
rendered service to the agricultural community. Due to its proximity to the city of Addis
Ababa, it was closely and constantly supervised and inspected by the General
Administrator every Saturday and Sunday.*** The Emperor visited the Farm on December

22, 196323

Agricultural experts, mostly foreign nationals, were permanently employed, who gave
advice on how to improve production and expand the development scheme.?*’ Sometimes,

they were even made Managing Directors of the Farm_ 23

From 1955/°56 to 1964, the Tifsihitd Gannat Bétd Rist exchanged hands four times. The

first Managing Director and clerk was Azo Wodaje Kasa whose tenure lasted for about a

E.C,p.2,and 24" Year, No,. 90, 1957 E.C. p. 2. Regarding the length of the irrigation canal refer to LES.,
W.T.M.R.C,, Folder No., 166, ¢. . .11, Letter No., 2173/23/51.

B gddis Zdimdn, Siné (June) 20, 1952 E.C. p. 2. Ketebo mistakenly asserted that the Farm was established

by the Haile Selassie Foundation, Ketebo, p. 127.

zszlmperial Ethiopian Government, Ministry of Agriculture Archives, Folder No. 44, File No., 2088.

**dddis Ziiman, Sané (June) 20, 1952 E.C. e 2.

“LESS., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 1, ¢. 5. ... File No. 1.

A certain Sorache Gaditano was for example one of the experts employed to this Farm, LE.S.,

W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 4, ¢. 3. .0 File No. 4,

**Muse Jentelli Louis was for example Managing Director of the Farm in 1950 E.C, L.E.S., W.T.M.R.C. Folder No.,
347, ¢. 5. #2.0.. File No. 3. See also Addis Zamdn, Séné (June) 20, 1952 E.C., 21* Year, August 5, 1954 E.C,, p. 2,
and 24" Year, No. 90, 1957 E.C. p. 2.
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year.237 In 1957, Wodaje was succeeded by Taddsd Gibré Sadiq.238 Not long before, a
certain Italian by the name Oliviero Francesco was made Managing Director until about
1062. In 1963, Oliviero Francesco was replaced by Afo Sosisa Biyédnd for having failed

to diligently and loyally carry out the tasks entrusted upon him.>*

Table 7: - Names, position and salary of workers that were permanently employed in the

Tifsihitd Gannit Farm as prepared for the Month of December 1962.

No. | Name Position Salary (Eth. Birr)
1 Sosissa Bayind General Manager 300
2 Tadésd Gibra Sadiq Overseer and clerk 200
3 Ferrari Nicola Health worker 400
4 Taddsd Damissé Control of Daily workers 150
5 Adisu Dista and 4 others Tractor Drivers 170, 150, 32, 44, 19.50
6 Filigd Dubald Director of work 50
7 Haild Gibriél Wildé Sadiq Same 60
8 Mingisa Milké Same 80
9 Tadasd Al Same 35
10 T/Silass¢ W/ Yohannis Store Keeper 60
11 Amé Addm Orange Grafter 37.24
12 Tédéasd Mamo Director of work (Leader) 56
13 Dissalifi Hailu Director of work (Leader) 35
14 Dijané Kidané Director of work (Leader) 35
15 Wiildd Sanbat Guard 35
16 Mamo Abéra Cattle keeper 30
17 200 people Daily wage workers 6, 000
Total 7,948 and 74 cents

Source: L.E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 4, ¢. . #2.0.. File No. 9.

As shown in the above table, the general workforce, position, and salary paid for workers

tells us that capitalist form of production relation was taking over the feudal mode of

37 As indicated in the salary paid for the workers of the Farm for the month of August 1948 E.C., he
received a monthly salary of Eth. $ 250 in the position of Managing Director, LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder
No., 287, ¢. . ... File No. 7.

281 E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 1, ¢. 3. #.(l.. File No. 1.

29 E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 243, ¢. . #.0.. File No. 3. See also Folder No.,29, File No., 16; and
Folder No., 287, File No., 1.
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production relation. Manual labour, for example, was supported by machine production.
This was revealed in the fact that ox-plough agriculture was reinforced by tractors and
tractor drawn farm implements that promoted efficiency of work. Cash was widely used.
For example, the permanently employed workers were salaried and the daily workers
(there were about 200 daily wage workers) received wages for their labour per day.
Division of labour and specialization of work, two important features of the capitalist
mode of production, were also seen in the development project. For example, for each
and every grain and fruit type, departments were set up and men were assigned to a
specific area of work depending on their competence. Diversification of production,
another essential hallmark of the capitalist mode of production, was also evident in this
farm. Different kinds of food grains (both indigenous and foreign), oil seeds, cash crops,
fruits and vegetables were cultivated and planted and cattle were raised. Besides, as noted
earlier, foreign advisors and experts were assigned to undertake feasibility studies and
provide reports on how to avoid risks and maximize profits. A pay roll prepared for
August 1960 even tells us that Jentelli Louis, a foreigner who received Eth. 400 birr per

month, was appointed as Managing Director of the Farm.**’

In order to help its employees, the Office constructed various structures, side by side with
the establishment of the Farm, that were used for office and residence to the permanently
employed employees as well as for guests. These houses were under construction in
1956/°57.2*" With regard to transportation, an all weather driveway from Nazrét to the

Farm and an air strip were constructed that maximized efficiency of work, movement of

“LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 347, ¢. 2. #.0\. File No. 3.
*1For example, the Managing Director visited the Farm on December 23, 1949 E.C, LES., WTM.R.C,
Folder No., 29, ¢. 2. #.0.. File No. 16.
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people and agricultural produces from the Farm to market areas, mainly to Addis

Ababa,**?

One major challenge to the Tifsihitd Ginnét Farm was malaria.”*® The Office realized
that, unless a clinic was established, the possibility of obtaining healthy workers, from
among the permanently employed or daily wage workers, would have been a mere
dream. Thus, on October 5, 1950, some five years before the establishment of the
agricultural scheme, a contract to construct a clinic was entered into between the Bét
Rist Office and an Italian named Ferarri Niccola. To this end, the management office
allocated Eth. 1, 477 birr and 50 cents. First, one health worker from St. Gabriel clinic in
the town of Nazrét went to the area to treat patients on a weekly basis. It was not until
1957/°58 that the clinic set up at Tifsihitd Génnit Farm started giving service, the time
when Ferarri Niccola was employed permanently in the clinic.2* Besides, on October 5,
1960, an agreement was entered into with St. Gabriel clinic so that a senior health officer
would go there to follow up and treat patients on a weekly basis.?* According to a report
prepared on April 20, 1960, by Ferrari Nicola, two daily workers died of malaria and 21
of them were seriously sick and were suffering from the disease. He further suggested
that the prospect of getting healthy daily wage workers had become very desperate unless
health workers and medicine were urgently sent to the area because workers contracted

malaria very frequently.?*®

> Addis Zcimdin, 21* Year, Nihasé (August) 5, 1954 E.C., p. 2.
*2 dddis Zémdn, Siné (June) 20, 1952 E.C. p. 2. For the amount of money expended for buying medicine look
LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 215, . . #.0.. File Nos. 10 and 12.
::For details on the terms of agreements see LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 215, ¢. 5. #.0.. File No. 12.
Ibid,
*Ibid.
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One major feature of the capitalist mode of production exhibited at the Tifsihitd Génnét
Farm was that the land was worked and cultivated by modern farm machineries such as
tractors and tractor-drawn implements. A fuel purchase request statement prepared on
September 12, 1963 gives us an interesting information on the name of the farmer,
location and size of Farm, kind of crops cultivated and the concomitant number of
hectares of land reserved for each; quantity, type, and horse power of tractors deployed in
the Farm; number of tractor drawn implements in the Farm; number of litres and kind of
fuel required for the tractors; and a statement of measure that the Ministry of Agriculture
would take if the Office used the fuel otherwise. The kinds of crops planned to be
cultivated comprised feff, wheat and maize on 240 hectares, sorghum, barley, and pea on
240 hectares, nigger seed, lentil and sesame on 240, kidney bean, green bean and Gulo
(castor bean) on 240, and varieties of vegetables on 240 hectares. Four tractors of the Fiat
Caterpillar model and three tractors of the Fergusson model were deployed in this Farm.
Besides, many tractor drawn implements such as mardsa (plough for breaking the land,
seven), mdkdskdsa (disc harrows, seven), mdgolgoya (cultivators, three), mdzria
(planters, three), and mdbuatica (spike tooth harrows, three) were deployed on this

Farm.*"

As we have noted above, the Bétd Rist bought tractors and other farm implements drawn
by the tractors which were deployed on its farms. But, the fact that the Office established
many modern farms to be cultivated by modern machinary, made it seldom imperative to
rent tractors from the State. On July 27, 1960, for example, the Office rented tractors

from the Ministry of Agriculture to be utilized in ploughing lands and for forest clearing

*"Imperial Ethiopian Government, Ministry of Agriculture Archives, Folder No. 0 File No., 2088. See also
annexes 24 and 25.
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at Tifsihitd Génndt Farm. The rent agreement was concluded on April 26, 1960. The
farms machinary were: 1) D-7 tractor (Bulldozer) and 2) D-7 heavy plough with 3 discs

fitted to it.2*®

Paul Ries and Sons (Ethiopia) Ltd., and Fiat Sacafet Society (Ethiopia), two foreign
owned import-export companies were major suppliers of farm machinary in Ethiopia. On
March 10, 1966, for example, the Office bought three farm machinary (one MF 165
diesel tractor, one MF 3 furrow disc plough, and one MF 49 disc harrow) at Eth. 12, 600
birr.*’ It also bought a 25CE Fiat Caterpillar tractor at Eth. 5, 230 birr from Fiat Sacafet
Society (Ethiopia) Ltd. When 20% tax is deducted, it would be Eth. 4, 184 birr.”** At the

time, the price of a tractor (Ferguson type) was from Eth. 9, 000 birr to 10, 700 birr. !

Nevertheless, the Tifsihiti Génndt Farm was not totally worked by modern farm
machineries. Oxen were also used in the cultivation of land, a situation in which we see a
mixture of feudal and early capitalist mode of production relations.” The major food
grains that were cultivated in this Farm include feff (Eragrostis abyssinica), wheat,
barley, rye, maize, sorghum (S. vulgare), chick-pea, lentil, pea, kidney bean, green bean,
and groundnut. For example, in 1965, the Office got 400 quintals of seff; and 1, 300
quintals of maize from this Farm.*® According to a civil case document from 1962, 50
quintals of peanut seed was planted on 100 hectares of land. The seed was bought, on

April 19, 1962, from an import-export company known as Radionir Ris, a quintal of

*8For details on the ploughing contract and amount of land cleared and ploughed see LE.S., W.T.M.R.C.,
Folder No., 215, ¢. 2. #°.(L. File No. 2.

9 For details on the agreement for the sale of these equipments, see W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 227, ¢. 2.
(L. File No. 12,

% Imperial Ethiopian Government, Ministry of Agriculture Archives, Folder No., 0 File No., 2088.
®'LE.S., W.T.M.R.C,, Folder No., 4, #. 2. #.01.. File No. 6.

2 4ddis Zéiimdin, Siané (June) 20, 1952 E.C. p. 2.

*? Addis Zdamdin, 24t Year, No. 90, 1957 E.C. p. 2.
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decorticated peanut seed for Eth. 60 birr. The Bétd Rist Office sold 85 quintals of peanut
seed to the company from which it first bought the peanut seed.” Qil seeds such as

nigger seed and sesame were also cultivated.

As noted before, Arboye Tibila was one of the areas where an experiment of coffee
plantation was practised. A letter written in August 1959/°60 tells us that Eth. 8, 257 birr
and 5 cents was allocated to buy 5, 505 seedlings of coffee from Wiinj nursery site.> In
1965/°66, there were about 30, 000 coffee trees on this Farm.>*® In December 1962/°63,
17 kilograms of coffee obtained from this area and sold for Eth. 21 birr, a kilogram of

coffee fetching only Eth. 1 birr and 23 cents. Again in 1964, 91 kilograms of coffee was

obtained from Tifsihitd Génnit Farm.?’

In addition to the food grains and cash crops, the Farm was one major fruit growing area
in the country. Some of the fruits that were planted on this Farm include orange, banana,
papaya, vine, lemon and peach. The Farm was also a major source of vegetables. For
example, in 1965, it is reported that there were 30, 000 orange and 60, 000 banana trees
at the Farm.”*® It was above all one of the best banana growing farms of the Emperor.
From June 1962 to August 1962, for example, 3, 381 abaza (bunch) of banana was
transported to its shop in Addis Ababa.” But, banana trees started giving fruits as of
September 1959. The first banana seedlings were of the Madagascar type which had long

trees but were not rewarding. Latter, banana seedlings from Aqordat and Asmira (that

S4LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 133, ¢. . #~.(\.. File Nos. 17, and 28.

LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 29, ¢. 2. #~.01. File No. 16.

38 Addis Zimdin, 24" Year, No. 90, 1957 E.C. p. 2.

¥'LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 29, ¢. 3. #~.(L. File No. 16.

8 Addis Zéimdn, 24™ Year, No. 90, 1957 E.C. p. 2.

**Daily workers who unloaded the banana from the truck and took it to the shop received Eth. 3 birr from
the hands of Wiizdro Asélific Esité, the cashier of the fruit shop; LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 4, . .
... File No. 1.
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were more productive than the Malagasy banana trees) were planted in great number.
And it is impressive that up to 50 kilograms of banana fruit was obtained from an abaza
(a bunch) of one banana tree.2®® From this Farm 1, 866 kilograms or 318 abaza (bunch)
of banana; 47 kilograms of tomato; 50 kilograms of green pepper; 1, 960 kilograms of
varieties of fruits and vegetables; 890 kilograms of coffee; and 267 kilograms of zeff was

collected per year.%'

The orange at Tifsihitd Génnét Farm was rather bitter and an attempt was made to give it
a better test through cross grafting with other improved sweet species of orange trees.”®
It is impressive that a single orange fruit weighing up to 250 grams; a single lemon tree
giving 3 quintals per year; and a branch of a coffee tree carrying 500 grains were grown

on this Farm. Besides, attempts to adapt sugarcane and tobacco were also made.**’

Table 8: - Revenue obtained from the sale of food grain and charcoal collected from

Tifsihitd Gannat Farm, 1962.

No | Grain or other | Quintal Kilogram | Price per quintal Eth. Birr Total revenue
1 Teff 263 58 23 6, 062.34
2 Chick-pea 45 51 12 546.12
3 Charcoal 131 sacks 4 for a sack of charcoal 524
Total 7,132. 46

Source: 1.E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 29, ¢. ». #.01.. File No. 16.

260 4 ddis Zciméin, Sané (June) 20, 1952 E.C. p. 2.

B E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 29, ¢. 2. #~.(1. File No. 16.
22 g ddis Ziimdin, Sané (June) 20, 1952 E.C. p. 2.

263 g ddis Zéimén, 21° Year, Nihasé (August) 5, 1954 E.C., p. 2.
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In addition to the indigenous seeds and saplings obtained from different nursery sites,
better seeds and seedlings were brought from abroad to be planted at the Tifsihitd Ginnit
Farm. According to a report dated April 8, 1962, 920 seedlings of orange and other fruits
were imported. An informant told me that these fruit seedlings were brought from Israel,
a country known for its best orange.”®* As noted above, banana seedlings were brought
from Madagascar. In Ethiopia, there were two major nursery sites-Wonji and Errér-
which supplied fruit seedlings. Banana and lemon seedlings were bought from Errdr

nursery site and were planted at Tifsihitd Génniit Farm.*®

In addition to fruit seedlings, selected green bean seeds were also imported. For example,
in 1963, 10 quintals of green bean was bought at Eth. 350 birr to be planted on the

266
Farm.

Table 9: - Selected seeds imported in the 1950s.

No. | Name of the Seed Quintal

1 Ground nut (White) 1.09

2 Sorghum (Red) 2.35

3 Wheat (White) 1

4 Maize (Red) 0.05

5 Maize (White) 4
Total 8.49

Source: LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 29, ¢. ». #2.01.. File No. 16.

f"“informam, Ato Kibidi Fisdssi. Alsoin LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 29, ¢. . #2.0.. File No. 16.
2] E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 287, 4. 3. #~.0.. File No. 7.
21E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 4, . 3. 2.0 File No. 4.
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On April 23, 1961, a truck was bought from the Motor and Engineering Company of
Ethiopia at Eth. 18, 000 birr.2’ Fruits, vegetables, cash crops, and food grains were
transported by this vehicle from the Farm to the town of Nazrét and stored in the Bétd
Rist granary which the Office had rented for that purpose. Fruits and vegetables were
directly transported to the city of Addis Ababa as these products are perishable unless
sold within a short period of time. The products were then taken to the Bétd Rist branch
office located along Cunningham Avenue near the Old Postal Office in what is now
atikilt tira (vegetables market) where a shop was opened for the sale of fruits and
vegetables coming from this Farm. The shop was established on February 7, 1961.%%* To
organize the shop Eth. 1, 144 birr was allocated, an amount used for buying the necessary
materials such as curved irons which were used to hang banana and a timber shelf for
placing the fruits and vegetables in order.”® The shop began operation on February 8,
1961.2™ It was well organized with eight salespeople. On October 9, 1962, Eth. 3, 289

birr and 40 cents was paid as monthly salary for 8 salespeople.””!

When the Haile Selassie I Prize Trust was established on July 8, 1963, the Emperor

endowed it with some of his property as a source of revenue. One of the properties

27The vehicle was Ford truck whose model was SL-C-8. The Bétd Rist Office paid the said sum in 4
installments; LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 1, ¢. 2. /.. File Nos. 12, and 15. For the details of rules
given to the driver, see LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 11, ¢. 5. #°.0L. File No. 23. Regarding the dates of
departure from and to the Farm, see annexe 39.

28This house was first rented out to a certain Habib who was forced to vacate it for having failed to pay
rentals; LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 340, ¢. 2. #~.(L.. File No. 46.

291 E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 38, ¢. 2. #~.0. File No. 1.

*Ibid,

Y E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 4, ¢. 2. #°.(1.. File No. 1.
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donated was the Tifsihiti Gannat Farm. As regards the Fruit Shop, however, the Office

rented it out to the Prize Trust starting from April 9, 1963.%"

Other Farms, which were partially mechanized, were Urso, Errir, and Gota, located in
Adal and Issa Gara Guraca awraja of the province of Hardrgé. The selection of these
areas for economic investment was also a very calculated move as these areas were

. S : 1273
located around rivers making irrigation agriculture possible.

As noted earlier, agricultural development schemes were established on the basis of
feasibility studies done by foreign experts and, during their operation, were inspected and
followed up by these experts at different periods. Vassili Panas, for example, was an
agricultural expert who was employed by the Office as of March 10, 1955 for Errér,
Gota, Urso and Béka Farms. Béka was located in Cirgidr awraja of the province of
Harirgé. He was employed to provide expert knowledge on how to make it profitable and
on how to expand the schemes. He gave expert suggestions regarding the plants, soils,
and climate and also selected farmlands for investment.””* According to his report,
prepared in November 1954, vegetables planted at Errér Farm were infected by a disease
called cochlea. In order to make the farm more profitable, he proposed the following
conditions to be fulfilled: a) giving the position of Managing Director to someone having

adequate knowledge and years of proven experience in farm management; b) maintaining

21 ES., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 38, ¢. 2. #*.0u. File No. 1. As for the kinds of properties donated to the
Prize Trust, refer the revised charter of the H. S. I. Prize Trust (Addis Ababa, 1969), p. 28. The history of
the Tifsihitdi Génnit Farm is best summarized by the “Eye Witness” accounts of three reporters who
personally visited the farm at different times who were very much 1mpressed at what they saw there. Afo
Yimand Biydnd, reporter of Yirir and Kériyu awraja of the province of Siwa visited the Farm in 1960;
Yaqob Gibri Igzi’abhér in 1961/°62; and Haild Misqdl Wilddyds in 1964/’65 Addis Zdmdin, Séné (June)
20, 1952 E.C. p. 2; 21* Year, Nihasé (August) 5, 1954 E.C., p. 2; and 24" Year, No. 90, 1957 E.C. p. 2.
27JR#E:fe:r the revenue-expenditure statement of the Emperor’s rist-gult of Errdr wérdda for the years from
Miskirim (September) 1, 1953 to Miyazia (April) 30, 1953 E.C., LE.S., W.T.M.R.C,, Folder No., 15, ¢. 5.
#.(L. File No. 19.

“MLE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 15, ¢. . 2.0\ File No. 4.
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the vegetables and fruits well and planting additional fruit seedlings; c) establishing
nursery sites; ¢) developing open space between fruit trees by planting different kinds of
vegetables and cereals; f) establishing cattle breeding farm; g) making pavements
between the fruit trees so that workers could move in the Farm with out problems; h)
providing the necessary farm tractors and tractor drawn implements and making pesticide
chemicals ready to eradicate disease from the farm; i) establishing a clinic in order to get
a healthy workforce and employing a health worker for that purpose; and j) planting fruit
saplings suitable to the area.”” The expert believed that fulfilling the above conditions
would make the plantation project more lucrative and would make the Farm a good
example to be followed by other peoples Thus, besides the benefit that the Office would

get from the Farm, it was envisaged to make the plantation scheme exemplary to the area.

The Council of Ministers, in its resolution dated the 16" of June, 1958, decided to exempt
taxes on gasoline used by tractors in agricultural activities. Accordingly, on November
11, 1963, the Bétd Rist Office asked 20, 000 litres of gasoline to be used for tractors that
it deployed in mechanized farming in the areas mentioned above. On the basis of this
request, the Ministry of Finance allowed 15, 000 litres of gasoline to be used for tilling 10
gasas of land where fruits, and different kinds of cereal crops were planted. On these
Farms a total of five tractors of the Fiat Bull Dozer, Fergusson, and Hano Mag types,
having horse powers ranging from 35 to 60, were deployed. Tractor drawn implements

deployed on these Farms include 5 mardsa (plough for breaking the land), 5 mdkdiskasa

*BLE.S., W.T.M.R.C,, Folder No., 15, #. . #.(1.. File No. 14.
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(disc harrows), 4 mdgolgoya (cultivators), 4 mdzria (planters), and 4 mdbuatéga (spike

tooth harrows).””®

Errir Farm was known, among others, for the high quality of its fruits and vegetables and
was a major source of revenue for the Emperor. In the years 1954/°55 and 1955/°56, the
Office collected a total of Eth. 160, 859 birr and 78 cents from the sale of fruits and
vegetables.277 A revenue expenditure analysis made for the years from September 11,
1960 to May 8, 1962 also tells us that Eth. 66, 414 birr and 50 cents was obtained from
the sale of vegetables and fruits. From this we can understand that the district, among
others, was a major fruit and vegetable growing area in Ethiopia at that time. *”® For
example the Office used to collect 6, 000 quintals of orange and 60 quintals of coffee per
year from its Farms located in Adal and Issa Garaguraca and Cirgir awrajas of the

- .. s ¢
province of Hariirgé.””

Erréir Farm also owned a hotel, which was established to take advantage of the existence
of a Sabil nearby. People who had contracted different kinds of diseases visited this
Sabil. During their stay, the patients and their families got accommodation in the hotel.

These properties were, therefore, major sources of revenue to the Emperor.”*

SImperial Ethiopian Government, Ministry of Agriculture Archives, Folder No., 44, File No., 2088. See
also annexe 24.

7 E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 15, ¢. 2. #.0.. File No. 11.

81 E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 15, ¢. . #.(1. File No. 9.

279lmperial Ethiopian Government, Ministry of Agriculture Archives Folder No., 44, File No., 2088. See
also Imperial Ethiopian Government, Ministry of Finance Archives Letter No., 1703/39/54.

21 E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 15, ¢. 2. #~.0L. File No. 14.
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4.1.3. Experiments in Cattle Breeding

Cattle breeding was another sector of agriculture in which the Bétd Rist Office invested a
sizeable amount of money. Archival evidence reveals that the Emperor owned cattle in
the provinces which were raised and kept by tenants. Cattle breeding farms were
established at Gulldlé in Addis Ababa and Sola, in Holita in the province of Sdwa, in

Awasa, and at Ahba Samuel-Goméngeé in the province of Simén and Bigémdir.”®'

As it is difficult to cover all the Farms, the Abbha Samuel-Goméngé Farm is chosen as a
case in point. This Farm was located in Gondér Awraja, some seven kilometers away
from the town of Gondir, in Azizo Qdbdlé and was established c.1946. Basically it was a

modern fruit, vegetable, and cattle breeding farm.**?

In 1955, it produced fruits such as orange, mandarin, banana, papaya, grape, and peach.
According to information obtained from the revenue and expenditure analysis of the
1960’s, the production of orange was the most successful. Not only were oranges sold to
the residents of the town of Gondér and its environs but it was also sent to Asmira and
Addis Ababa. Other important root plants like potato and legumes such as chickpeas were

also cultivated.*®

1 1950 E.C., the Bétd Rist Office expended Eth. 400 birr for the establishment of Cattle Breeding Farm
at Gulldlé, the manager of which was Payr Franz who received a monthly salary of Eth. 600 birr; LE.S.,
W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 287, ¢. 2. #2.0l.. File No. 6. As for the Holidta Farm refer to L.LE.S., W.T.M.R.C.,
Folder No., 251, ¢. 2. #.0L. File No. 6. At Sola, the Emperor established a sheep breeding Farm; L.E.S.,
W.T.M.R.C,, Folder No., 0, ¢. . #.(\.. File No. 2088. In the province of Kiiffa the Emperor owned 17 cows
with their calves, 4 oxen, and 4 young bulls at Ka3a Béti Rist; 1.LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No,, 5, ¢. 2.
/... File No. 5. In the province of Tigray, attempts were made to raise cattle in Alamata; 1L.E.S.,
W.T.M.R.C,, Folder No., 216, ¢. 5. #*.(L. File No. 16.

*2LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 76, ¢. . #*.0... File No. 3.

*1 [E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 76, ¢. . #.0.. File No. 2.
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When we turn to our main concern, the year 1960 was an important period in the history
of Abba Samuel-Gomingé cattle breeding Farm. At this time, the Emperor planned to
raise cattle for the production of milk and other dairy products to be sold to the residents
of the town of Gondir and its surroundings. Its proximity to the town of Gondér and the
presence of different institutions and foreign residents became good stimuli for
commencing the program. To this effect the Emperor gave order to the Ministry of
Agriculture to buy cattle to be sent to the Abba Samuel-Gomingé Farm. Ndgadras
Birhani Sellassé Abbayiiré, Deputy Minister of Agriculture and General Administrator of
the Béta Rist Office, took the above responsibility. To this end, eight heifers and two
young bulls were bought to begin the program. The cattle were of Holestin Fresien type
and were born in 1958-"59. Before they were sent to the Abba Samuel-Gomingé Farm, a
veterinarian working for F.A.O., Dr. Pake, checked their health status. The examination
proved that the cattle were free from pneumonia and were given vaccine for Wotdté
(rinderpest). The cattle were also given identification numbers. Finally the Ministry of
Agriculture handed them over to Afo Zigiya Siifu on the 23" of November, 1960.”*
Unfortunately, one of the bulls died soon after its arrival and a few days later a heifer
followed. A postmortem examination confirmed that the bull and the heifer were infected
with rinderpest and pnf:umonia.285 To alleviate this initial challenge, and to expand the
program, budget was allocated to buy local cattle which were to be crossbred with the
Fresien cattle breed that were sent from the Ministry of Agriculture. As a result 4bba

Hana Jima (1895-1960), a Siwan monk, father confessor, and confidant of Haile

B4 E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 76, ¢. 2. #.0\. File No. 3.
5 1bid.
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Sellassie, and keeper of the Emperor’s Privy Purse, allocated Eth. 10, 000 birr to be used

for fruit and horticultural, and to raise dairy cattle.”®

In the Governorate General of Simén and Bigidmdér, the sub-districts of Didmbia, Fogira,
Libo, Aldfa, and Ddra were famous for indigenous cattle.?®” In 1960, Ddjjazmac Kiflé
Dadi, the Governor General of the province, sent Eth. 1,000 birr to Fitawrari Ddmes
Bérihun, Governor of Alifa wirdda, for the purpose of buying native heifers of good
quality. Accordingly, twelve heifers were bought at Eth. 990 birr (price ranges from Eth.
79 to 86 birr), and were sent to the Abba Samuel-Gomingé Farm.?*® Similarly, eleven
heifers were bought by Fitwrari Téddsd Limma, the Governor of Dira wdrdda, at Eth.
960 birr. The journey from Dira to Gondér took six days.”® Again, Ddjjazmac Asfaw
Tisima, a well known patriot and Governor of Fogira wirdda, bought eight heifers at

Eth. 1, 000 birr.>’° Thus, the cattle breeding development scheme was strengthened.

According to a revenue-expenditure statement prepared since 1955 and sent to the Head
Office, in addition to fruits and vegetables, dairy products such as milk and butter were
sold to the residents of Gondir and to institutions such as hotels (Itégé and Touring),
schools, and hospital. Revenue was also obtained from the sale of cattle.”' Salary for

workers; payment for government in return for light, telephone, and telegraph services;

2%6This information is taken from the revenue-expenditure report prepared for the period, Ginbot (May) 24,
1952 to Hamlé (July) 1953 E.C., LE.S., W.T.M.R C,, Folder No., 76, ¢. ». /.0 File No. 3. As for Abba
Hana Jima see Christopher Clapham, Haile Selassie’s Government (England: London, Longman, 1969), pp.
94-95.

%TTefera Tegene, “Change in Land-Use: Transformation from Cattle Herding to Rice Production and
Irrigation among Fogira Plain Peasants, North Western Ethiopia,” M.A thesis in Social Anthropology
(Addis Ababa University, 2006), pp. 29-32.

1 E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 76, . 3. #*.0t.. File No. 3.

*Ibid.

2070id. As for Dejjazmac Asfaw’s patriotic deeds refer Wagaw Bogale, “A History of Fogéra Wirida,
1935-1991,” M.A. theses in History (Addis Ababa University, 2009), pp. 39, 43, 49, and 54.

®ILE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 76, ¢. . #.(1.. File No. 2.

150



and money allocated for buying pasture for cattle; and for different containers; for car and
taxi rents; for reparation of old houses and for buying spare parts, stationary materials

and seeds constitute the major expenditures for which the Office paid out from its

treasury.292

Table 10: - Revenue-Expenditure Summary for Some Years.

Month Year Income Expenditure Profit
January 1953 604 131 473
March 1954 2,217.80 | 914.74 1, 303.06
June 1959 3, 875.90 | 2,610.55 1,:2658.35
March 1960 2,281.55 | 1,374.55 907
March 1961 2,416.33 | 1,544.47 871.86
March 1962 3,649.91 | 1,738.95 1, 910.96
January 1963 3,536.92 | 1,457.40 2,079.52
March 1964 3,364.71 | 3,028.95 335.76
October 1964 3, 086.87 |2,997.10 89.77

Source: 1.E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 76, ¢. 5. #*.01. File Nos. 2, and 3.

In general, as shown in the above table, the revenue-expenditure summary makes it plain
that the farm and the cattle breeding program were not very successful. Lack of
cooperation and coordination among the different responsible offices greatly affected the
management of the Bézdi Rist. Delay to respond on time to the demands and complaints
from the lower administrative units, and failure to intervene efficiently were repeatedly
observed on the part of the Head Office and the Office of the Governor General. The
inconsiderate nature of the managing directors, disagreement between the Municipal

Office of the town of Gondir and the directors and inspectors of the Bétd Rist and the

292 Refer to the revenue-expenditure summary in LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 76, ¢. . #.0t. File Nos. 2
and 3.
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unwillingness of the previous Sum in handing over the necessary documents, records, and
models to the newly appointed overseer posed great challenges to the productivity of the
farm. The above problems coupled with the prevalence of such deadly cattle diseases as
rinderpest, liver fluke, and pneumonia seriously affected the success of the cattle
breeding program.293 Finally, in 1964, the farm which measured one gasa was given as a

gift to Princess Tanaiifid Wirq, the Emperor’s eldest daughter.294

4.2. Development of Real Estate

As noted at the beginning of this chapter, the second area of investment in which the Bétd
Rist was involved, was real estate development. The Office was, beyond any shadow of
doubt, one of the pioneer institutions to develop interest in this economic sector. Between
the years May 1949 and January 1971, the Office allocated Eth. 615, 697 birr and 74
cents for the development of real estate which was utilized in the construction of new

houses and in the purchase, reparation and up-grading of old houses.*”

Contracts for the reparation and up-grading of old houses and for the construction of new
houses were given to developers in open tender. On September 22, 1965, for example, a
committee made up of four people from the Head Office (in the most part, the General
Administrator was involved) opened the envelope of bidders to maintain five villas
located in the vicinity of Princess $ahay Memorial Hospital, now the Army’s Hospital, to

a contractor who presented the lowest rate. In most, if not in all cases, the contractors

25 E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 76, . ». #.0.. File Nos. 2, 3, and 4.

41 E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 76, #. 2. #.(L. File No. 3.

23 Audit of expenditure account of the former king’s Bétd Rist, Hamle (July) 16, 1969 E.C., LE.S,
W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 262, ¢. 2. /.0l File No. 1.
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were foreign nationals, mainly Ttalians.2*® In the meantime, the Real Estate Department of
the Office sought advice from the Ministry of Public Works and Communication on the
amount of money that had to be allocated for the execution of works, the types of which

were made known to it clearly.”’ Here are some examples.

On February 3, 1958, for example, a contract for the renovation of a house was entered
into between Ndgadras Birhand Selassd Abayére on behalf of the Bétd Rist Office and G.
Camutti Giovanni, the contractor. Giovanni renovated five villas located near the Old Air
Port (in the vicinity of the Army Hospital). The amount of money that was allocated to
make a complete renovation was Eth. 55, 545 birr. In this same area another repair-works
contract of five villas was made with Compagnie Ethiopienne de Constructions
(Construction Company of Ethiopia) at the lump sum of Eth. 55, 270 birr.?”® We have
also a similar account of house reparation contract made between the Bétd Rist and a
contractor by the name Mario Buscé on behalf of Naviga Tana Association. For the
execution of the repair works Eth. 58, 033 birr was allocated. After the withdrawal of the
Italians, some of these houses were occupied by the British military officers (General
Koteb, Chief (Head) of the British Missionary mission in Ethiopia, and Colonel Herbert,
his deputy). The houses were located near Princess $éhay Memorial Hospital and the
Netherlands Legation. Money to contractors was paid after the renovated houses were
checked by an architect from the Ministry of Mines and State Domains and following his

recommendation or certification statement given for executed works.?”

6] E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 267, ¢. 2. #~.(L.. File No. 28.

27 E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 291, . . #°.01. File Nos. 33, and 34.

28] B.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 166, . . #~.0.. File No. not indicated. See also LE.S., W.T.MR.C.,
Folder No., 152, ¢. 2. #2.0.. File No. 7.

29 1hid.
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Sizeable amount of money was also expended on the up-grading of the already built
houses. As we have noted in chapter two, a good number of houses were bought from the
Custodian of Enemy Property. One of these was Palazzio Raiteri, located in what was
then called Adwa Square, adjacent to Ethiopia Hotel along Churchill Avenue. On June
30, 1961, a sum of Eth. 244, 870 birr and 20 cents was allocated to up-grade this
building. Alexander P. Myriallis Co.Ltd., Building and Civil Engineering Contractors,
was the construction company that executed the entire work. The type of building was a
big one-story structure. Again, according to a statement of payment for executed works
prepared by Zigdyd Sifu, the clerk of the Bétd Rist on September 11, 1962, Eth. 237,

000 birr was expended in the construction of a big building in this same site.””

In addition to reparation of old houses and up-grading of existing ones, money was
allocated for the construction of new buiidings.301 On December, 26, 1961, for example,
Eth. 61, 364 birr was expended in the construction of a new modern building in the
vicinity of the Square of Abunid Pé{ros. The contract was given to George . Kafassis.**
Again, Eth. 75, 000 birr was spent on the construction of new buildings near Princess

Sihay Memorial Hospital.’”?

The next inquiry that needs to be raised is that how much money did the Emperor get
from his houses? Before we attempt to give an answer to this question, it would be proper
to provide an account of the location and types of houses from which rentals were
collected on monthly basis. This is very crucial for it had a great impact on the amount of

rent that was fixed for a particular house. The houses in Addis Ababa ranged from those

3001 E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 152, #. 7. #°.(t.. File No. 2.

I E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 152, #. . #.0L.. File Nos. 5, and 6.
3021 g S, W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 291, ¢. . #~.0\. File Nos. 33, and 34.
31 E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 300, ¢. 2. #... File No. 10.
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made of wattle and daub and grass covered to those with iron sheets and to modern
buildings of more than one floor as well as to villas. These houses stood on 24 plots of

land in the different warddas of the city and were designated as 1%, 2™... and 24" Bétd

. L 304
Rists.

The Emperor also owned houses in almost all of the provincial towns. He possessed
houses, for example, in the town of Dire Dawa from which the Office collected Eth. 800
birr per month. In Adal and Issa Gara Gura¢a awraja of the province of Harirge, at a
place called Errdr, the Emperor owned a hotel and palace since 1921/°22. In 1955/°56,
Eth. 22, 694 birr and 15 cents, and in 1956/°57, Eth. 20, 586 birr and 43 cents was
collected from the hotel.*” Sources also reveal that, the Emperor possessed houses in the

towns of Méqilé, Axum, Hardr, Gondér, and Bahir Dar.*"

In the town of Harir, for example, the Emperor used to collect rent of Eth. 2, 498 birr per
month from 15 houses. The Emperor held houses even out side of Ethiopia. For instance
in Djibouti, he used to collect 80, 000 Francs per month which is Eth. 1, 200 birr from his

houses that spread over 15, 600 square meters of land.>"”’

Nevertheless, the bulk of his houses were concentrated in the city of Addis Ababa. Now,
let us try to examine the amount of income that the Emperor used to collect from his

houses located in the city of Addis Ababa in the form of rentals. The selection of Addis

3911 the 1930s E.C., the Bétd Rist Sum (Overseer) of the houses and lands of the Emperor in these 24 areas

was Ba%a Dimissé Basah; LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 85, ¢. 2. #~.(L. File No. 1.

3For details on the audit report of revenue and expenditure statement of the hotel, refer 1E.S.,
W.T.M.R.C,, Folder No., 15, ¢. 2. #.0L. File No. 11. See also annexe 38.

3% As for the Emperor’s houses in Miqilé and Axum, refer to LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 358, ¢. .
.. File No. 2. A house rent contract made on March 16, 1963, reveals that the Emperor also held houses
in Gondir at a place situated near 4bba Samuel; LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 76, ¢. 2. #.(\. File No. 5.
Regarding his property situated in the town of Bahir Dar, refer to L.E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 311, File
No., 6.

7 Addis Zéiman, 35" Year, No. 648, Thursday, Séné (June) 26, 1967 E.C.

155



Ababa is not without reason. One is that more emphasis at real estate development was
given in Addis Ababa than in provincial towns. As a result, the Emperor used to collect a
far greater amount of money from these houses per month than the amount he collected

from all his houses located in provincial towns.

Information obtained from the early years of the Ddrg period reveal that around 1950, 77
percent of the residents of Addis Ababa owned no house of their own but rented the
houses of the Emperor, other members of the royal family and the nobility for which they
paid money in the form of rentals on monthly basis. Accordingly, the Emperor and other
members of the royal family are said to have collected Eth. 40, 000 birr per month.*® As
we shall see below, archival sources also reinforce the above information as having an

element of truth in a more concrete way.

The Bétd Rist Office prepared a house rent contract that was strictly observed by both the
lessor and the lessees. In addition to the concluding note, the contract has 13 articles or
provisions. At the entry of the lease contract we see such information as the road,
locality, and description of building, house number, number of apartments or houses, and
number of rooms. The remaining articles speak about the time of rent payment and the
measures that the Office would take, when the lessee failed to pay the amount on the due
date which is clearly stated in the contract; conditions that needed to be observed when
the lessees desired to vacate and vice versa; the responsibilities that the lessees needed to

take with respect to the handling of the houses that they rented; conditions that needed to

308 4 ddis Zémdn, Siané (June), 22, 1967 E.C. p. 22. I have no way of counter checking this figure to establish
whether it was faithfully copied from the files or exaggerated for the sake of propaganda in order to destroy
the good image of Haile Selassie, his family and the nobility.
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be observed when the lessees desired to make renovation by their own; and in general

rights and responsibilities of the two paﬂ:ies.3 0

Based on the provisions set forth, the houses of the Emperor located in the different
warddas of the city of Addis Ababa were rented out to government institutions, private
companies, an embassy, foreigners and Ethiopian nationals, and to tenants. On September
24, 1951, for example, an agreement was entered into between the Ethiopian Air Lines
and the Bétd Rist Office for the rent of 5 villas located in what was then called Little
Aqaqé, near Princes $ihay Memorial Hospital, each having 8 rooms, for Eth. 1, 000 birr
per month. From September 1951 to 1957/;58, Eth. 69, 000 birr was collected from these
villas in the form of rentals.’'” Some houses were also rented out to the State Bank of
Ethiopia, and to the personnel of the United States Technical Cooperation Service (Point
Four). The State Bank of Ethiopia entered a lease agreement with the Bétd Rist Office on
December 23, 1951 which expired on January 21, 1954. According to a letter written on
November 11, 1953 from the State Bank of Ethiopia to the Head Office, the house was
sublet to the United States Technical Cooperation Service for Ethiopia until January 21,
1954. In this connection, the State Bank of Ethiopia notified the Head Office that it did
not want to renew the rent agreement and advised the Office to deal with the officials of
the American Embassy so that a new lease agreement could be signed with them. The
monthly rental that the State Bank of Ethiopia used to pay to the Bétd Rist treasury was
Eth. 2, 600 birr. Regarding this matter, the Foreign Service of the United States of

America wrote a letter on May 12, 1953 to the Managing Director of the Bétd Rist

3®Regarding the house rent contract made with the Ethiopian Air Lines, for example, refer LE.S.,
W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 267, File No., 33, and the one made with the Netherlands Legation, refer L.E.S.,
W.T.M.R.C,, Folder No., 267, File No., 9.

319 B S, W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 300, File No., 5. For the full information regarding the agreement of
lease, see annexe 28.
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expressing its interest to rent the house and the premises which were vacated by the State

Bank of Ethiopia.31 :

As noted above, the Emperor’s houses located in Addis Ababa were of different kinds
and standards and were rented out to Ethiopians and to foreign nationals, government
institutions, Non-Governmental Organizations, philanthropic institutions, companies of

different sorts and even to an embassy.

Most of the houses located in the vicinity of the former Empress Mandn School (now
Yikatit 12 School) were made of wood, thatch roofed and were plastered with mud.
Rentals that were collected from these houses were very low ranging from a maximum
of Eth. 12 birr to a minimum of Eth. 4 birr per month. Houses of the traditional type
were also located in 1% Béta Rist located around Génitd Le’ul Palace in Afnigo Bir
where the Head Office was located. The types of houses that were found in 8™ Béti Rist
located in the vicinity of Arada were ground plus one, and stores covered with metal
sheets. From these houses the Office used to collect a maximum of Eth. 513 birr per
month. One of the private companies that rented houses of the Emperor located along
the Patriots Avenue was the Ethiopian National Corporation. Since September 11, 1946,
the corporation used to pay Eth. 1, 200 birr per month. Another area in Addis Ababa
where the Emperor possessed houses was in the 9™ Béti Rist located around the Square
of Abund Péros. The Emperor’s houses in this area were rented out to private

companies owned by foreign nationals.’'?

'LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 166, File No., not indicated.

312Regarding the nature of the Emperor’s houses situated around Empress Ménén (now Yikatit 12) school,
see LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 291, File No., 15. The Ethiopian National Corporation was a Share
Company with a capital of 1, 000, 000 Maria Theresa Dollars, L.E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 291, File
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Yet, the house which was a major source of revenue was located in the 17" Bét Rist. As
noted before, this modern building was bought from the Custodian of Enemy Property
and was called Palazzo Reiter, so named after its first Italian owners, Fratelli Reiter (the
Reiter Brothers). The Custodian Office transferred the building to the Bétd Rist on
October 3, 1952.>"> The building spread over 4, 320 square meters of land and was
estimated to be Eth. 321, 042 birr. In 1955, for example, Eth. 4, 561 birr was collected
from this building per month; and in 1958, Eth. 68, 088 birr; on average Eth. 5, 674 birr
per month. The building incorporated above 50 rooms, which were rented for a minimum
of Eth. 40 and a maximum rate of Eth. 300 birr. The lessees were Ethiopians and foreign

nationals who rented rooms for shops, and for offices.*™

One of the foreign institutions that rented the houses of the Emperor was the Legation of
the Kingdom of the Netherlands. According to an agreement of lease of houses entered
into on June 21, 1952, between Nigadras Birhand Selassé¢ Abayiré, General
Administrator of the Office, and the Minister of the Kingdom of the Netherlands, the
latter used to pay Eth. 1000 birr for 5 houses of ground plus one structures consisting of a
total of 43 rooms located in the vicinity of Aqaqé Qdranyo Midahinétd Alim. The houses
were leased out for a period of two years, the rentals of which was paid to the treasury of
the Bétd Rist Office at the beginning of each new month against official receipt. Again,
on June 8, 1953, almost a year after the first lease agreement was signed, a ground plus

one building, which was sufficient for one family, was leased out for the First Secretary

No., 35. As for the kinds of houses and the concomitant rentals collected from the Emperor’s houses
located in Afingo Bir, refer to 1.E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 291, File No., 13.

SB1E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 11, File No., 48.

314 As regards rentals collected in 1948 E.C., refer to L.E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 243, File No., 25, and
for 1951, see L.E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 201, File No., 2. The man who transferred the building to the
Béti Rist Office was Saldga Kosroff; LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 11, File No., 8. Regarding the
amount of money that the Emperor got from house rent, see annexes 27, 35, 36, and 37.
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of the Dutch Legation for one year at Eth. 350 birr per month. The building was located

in Little Aqagé.”"> The Legation paid rentals for the houses mentioned above until about

g7 6

The Emperor’s houses that were located in 13™ and 14™ Bétd Rists (Gullidlé and Gifirsa
wirddas) were made the simple wattle and daub, and tahatch roofed structures. These

houses were rented out to 25 tenants for Eth. 1 to 2 birr per month."’

In general, from the information provided above, Haile Selassie used to collect the big
sum of Eth. 100, 000 birr per year in the form of rentals from his houses located in the

different waradas of the city of Addis Ababa.

3151 E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 267, File No., 9 See also L.E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 194, File No.,
35. Regarding the full information on the house rent agreement, see annexe 26.

31prom Nihasé (August) 22, 1966 to Miskérim (September) 21, 1967 E.C., for example, the Legation paid
!Elth. 2, 000 birr to the Bétd Rist treasury, LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 334, File No., 2.

317Erom these houses Eth. 2, 568 birr was collected per year, LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 133, File No.,
26. And a house in Gullalé wdrdida situated near the Ice Factory was rented for Eth. 200 birr per month and
was used for bar; LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 11, File No., 29.
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Figure 2: Partial view of some still standing villas of the Emperor located in the vicinity

of Princess Scihay (now Tor Hailo¢) Memorial Hospital (photograph by the researcher).

4.3. Investment in the Manufacturing Sector

The Emperor invested a significant amount of money in almost all small scale agro-
processing, textile, plantation, and insurance share companies that were established
before and after the period of Italian occupation. The following table shows the amount

of money that was invested in some corporations between the years 1954 to 1964.

161



Table 11: - Amount of money invested in each share company by the Bérd Rist.

No | Name of Share Companies Amount invested (Eth. birr) | Financial Year

1 | Kiffa Coffee Plantation Corporation | 30, 000 January 6, 1954

2 | Sabean Utility Corporation 30, 700 After 1963/°64

3 | Bottling Company of Ethiopia 50, 000 July 26, 1956

4 | Indo-Ethiopian Textiles 100, 000 1956/°57

5 | Coca Cola Company 100, 000 February 2, 1960

6 | Ciffa Farm Concession 15, 000 October 2, 1959

7 | Ceralia Foods 15, 000 December 31, 1958

8 | Qalité Foods 80, 850 October12, 1961
Total 321, 550

Source: As for capital invested in the Kiffa Coffee Plantation Corporation, see LE.S.,

W.TM.R.C,

Folder No., 59, File No., 13; in Indo-Ethiopian Textiles, look at LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 88, File
No., 39; in Ceralia Foods and C#ffa Farm Concession, refer to L.LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 227, File

No., 21.

The several statements of dividends sent to the Bétd Rist Office reveal that the Emperor

also invested in other companies. For example, he got Eth. 30 birr and Eth. 33 birr and 33

cents as dividend from the Cotton and Fiber Companies of Ethiopia respectively in the

financial year ended 1974. Again in 1953, Eth. 52, 000 birr was obtained from the St.

George Brewery, and Eth. 5, 000 birr from the Imperial Insurance Company in jorzs Als

31 E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 340, File No., 5.

See also annexes 31, 32, and 33.
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Table 12: - Number of shares that the Emperor held in some companies as registered in

the name of the Béid Rist Office.

No | Name of Share Companies Number of Shares | Year

1 | Kiffa Coffee Plantation Corporation 300 January 6, 1954

2 | Sabean Utility Corporation 307 After 1963/°64

3 | Bottling Company of Ethiopia 1;:375 (R

4 | Indo-Ethiopian Textiles 1,460 1954/°55

5 | Kaliti Foods 1,617 October 12, 1961
6 | Imperial Insurance Company 1, 000 1952/°53, 1961/°62

Source: As for the number of shares that the Emperor held in the Kdffa Coffee Plantation Corporation,
look at LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 59, File No., 13; in that of the Cotton Company of Ethiopia, Indo-
Ethiopian Textiles, Sabean Utility Corporation, and Imperial Insurance Company is indicated in 1.E.S.,
W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 1, File No., 12. As for the number of shares in the Bottling Company of Ethiopia,
see LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 340, File No., 5, and also in LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 311, File
No., 8; and in Kaliti Foods, see 1.E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 227, File No., 21. Besides, refer LE.S.,
W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 311, File No., 8 for the number of shares in the Sabean Ulility Corporation and
Imperial Insurance Company. See also annexes 29, 30, and 34.
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Table 13: - Dividends from different Companies for some selected years.

No. | Name of S.C. No. Shares Financial Year Dividend
(Eth. Birr)

1 Indo Ethiopian Textile - Sept., 11 1963 15, 700

2 Bottling Company of Ethiopia | 700 December 9, 1969 3,500

3 Same 1,575 December 10, 1975 15, 700

4 Coca Cola - 1970/°71 18, 900

5 Same - 1973/°74 9, 450

6 Indo Ethiopian Textile - 1975/°76, 1976/°77 and 1977/°78 48, 000

7 Indo Ethiopian Textile 1945E.C 41,222.46

8 Ceralia Foods 1952 E.C 10, 057.85

9 Coca Cola 1960 E.C 15, 750

10 St.George Beer 1952/°53 52, 000.

11 Imperial Insurance 500 1972’73 2,500

12 Ciffa Farm Concession - 1959/°60 u

13 Indo-Ethiopian Textiles - 1971772 9, 000

14 Coca Cola 1968/°69 15, 750

Source: LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 340, File Nos., 1, 2, 3, and 5. See also in LE.S,,
W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 1, File No., 12.

As shown in the above table, the number of shares registered in the name of the Bétd Rist
increased from time to time. This is clearly seen in the Bottling Company of Ethiopia in
which the Emperor held 700 shares in 1970. In 1976, well over a year after he was
overthrown, this figure went up to 1, 575. As the number of shares increased, the
dividends obviously went up. In the above case, for example, for the year that ended on

December 9, 1969, while the number of shares was 700, dividend was calculated at the

164



rate of Eth. 5 birr per share. By 1976, the number of shares increased by more than half

and dividend was calculated at the rate of Eth. 10 birr per share.”"’

New shares were issued by extraordinary general meetings of the shareholders that were
then formally notified to individual share holders. For example, on May 15, 1972, an
extraordinary meeting of share holders of the Imperial Insurance Company of Ethiopia
passed a resolution in in favour of issuing 2, 500 shares at the par value of Eth. 100 birr
per share. Accordingly, as the Emperor was a holder of 500 shares, he was given a
preferential right to subscribe for (to agree to purchase for security) up to 125 shares of
the new issue. Subscription (purchase of shares) to the new issue was opened on 14"
June, 1972, and was closed on the 14™ of July, 1972. Whenever the Bétd Rist desired to
subscribe to the new issue, it wrote an application letter to the secretary of the Company.
Thus, it was by using the preferred rights of the above kinds in the new issue that the
Office increased its shares and expanded its involvement.*?® For example, according to a
letter written on January 6, 1954, the Emperor was given an option to buy 300 shares in
the Kiffa Coffee Plantation Share Company at Eth. 30, 000 birr, which is Eth. 100 birr
for each share. The Emperor accepted the offer and Eth. 30, 000 birr was paid. On
January 6, 1954, Néigadras Birhand Selassé Abayiré, who was now made board member
of the Kiffa Coffee Plantation Corporation, was ordered by the Ministry of the Pen to

personally appear and pay the said amount in the Ministry of Commerce and Industry at 9

AM 321

*“LE.S., W.T.M.R.C,, Folder No., 311, File No., 8.
301 E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 340, File No., 1.
211 E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 59, File No., 13.
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Nevertheless, the number of shares did not always increase with the progress of the years.
For example, on April 21, 1953, the Bétd Rist Office held 1, 000 registered and dully paid
up shares in the Imperial Insurance Company of Ethiopia.322 In 1971, after about 18
years, this figure decreased by half. This indicates that there existed sale of shares (or

transfer by other means), an important indicator of the capitalist marketing system.

Now a very brief account of the history of some companies to which the Emperor was a

share holder is in order.

Cerealia Foods was established by two Italians named Colonal Pe and Dita Silos during
the period of Italian occupation. It was a macaroni factory located in Kaliti village. After
the Italians were ousted from Ethiopia, the Company came under the Custodian of Enemy
Property. On May 8, 1948, the Custodian of Enemy Property sold the company to an
association whose members were Ethiopian nationals at Eth. 604, 210 birr and 15 cents.”>’
The objectives of the company were; a) to buy grain mill, b) buying and selling food
grains, and c) baking and selling macaroni, biscuits, and bread to the residents of the city
of Addis Ababa. Its life span was decided to end after 43 years in Pagume 1991. The
Association held Eth. 803, 850 birr shares capital dully registered and paid. At the time of
its foundation, it owned a total of 16, 077 shares each sold for Eth. 50 birr. On October 12,
1961, the Company was given a new charter and its name was changed from Ceralia to

Kaliti Foods.**

3221 E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 311, File No., 8.
23] E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 1, File No., 5
24 E 8., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 227, File No., 21
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Table 14: - Share holders, number of shares and capital invested in Kaliti Foods for the

year 1961.
No. | Name of the Share Holder No. of shares | Amount paid (Eth.
Birr)
1 Empress Ménén 8,378 418, 900
2 Crown Prince Asfa Wissén 1,816 90, 800
3 State Domain 1,716 835, 800
4 The Bétd Rist Office 1,617 80, 850
5 Ras Misfin Silds 579 28, 950
6 The Monastery of Débri Libanos 454 22,700
7 Princess Tinafifidwarq Haile Selassie 374 18, 700
8 John Asfaw 363 18, 150
9 H.E. General Mir’ed Mingisa 363 18, 150
10 | Yajigno¢ Mahbér (The Ethiopian Patriots | 417 20, 850
Association)
Total 16,077 803, 850

Source: .LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 331, File No., 8

As clearly shown in the above table, Haile Selassie and his wife and his two children

were the biggest share holders of the Company (12, 185) which is 76 percent of the total.

The company existed until March 30, 1974.

Indo-Ethiopian Textiles Corporation was established in 1956/°57 in a small town then

outside Addis Ababa, now very much within the metropolitan city called Qaliti. It had

branch offices in Asmira and Dire Dawa, and one associated company, the Ethiopian

Life Insurance Company.*>

325 E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 340, File Nos., 5, and 1.
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The Imperial Insurance Company of Ethiopia was established in 1950/°51 with share
capital fully paid up (Eth. 1, 000, 000 birr). Its head office was located in Mdsqdl Square

and the chairman on June 22, 1972 was Ato Menassie Lemma.>*

In a letter written on July 26, 1956, from the Emperor’s Private Treasury to the Bétd Rist
Office, Négadras Birhand Selassé Abayiré and Afo Menassie Lemma were ordered to
establish a share company called the Bottling Company of Ethiopia with a total capital
of Eth. 500, 000 birr. Out of this, the Bétd Rist Office allocated Eth. 100, 000 birr which

was 1/5™ of the total capital.*”’

According to information obtained from its inauguration ceremony held on October 1,
1966, the Sabean Metal Products §.C. was a commercial venture established on August 7,
1964 by Ethiopian and Japanese investors with initial capital of Eth. 2, 500, 000 birr.
Later its capital rose to Eth. 4, 000, 000 birr. Half of the capital was held by Sabean
Utility Corporation, the Commercial Bank of Ethiopia, and by the Development Bank of
Ethiopia. The other half was held by the following Japanese share holders: Nippon Kokan
Kabushiki Kaisha, Marubeni- lida Co. Ltd., Fuji Iron and Steel Co. Ltd., Mitsubishi Shoji
Kaisha Co. Ltd., and Osaka Shipbuilding Co. Ltd. The head office of the company was
located on the second floor of the Chamber of Commerce building near the Square of
Mexico. The construction of the buildings was started in May 1965, and the factory
machinery was installed in November 1965. The factory started operation on April 12,
1966 with two galvanizing lines each having 1, 250 tones per month. The gauges of

galvanized steel sheets (both corrugated and flat) produced in this factory ranged from 24

?2‘51.E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 340, File No., 1.
3271 E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 8, File No., 21, Letter No., 1676/48.
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to 38. In addition to this, the factory produced steel pipes and tubes. In this company the

Bétd Rist owned 307 shares each bought at Eth. 100 birr.”**

Generally, in an attempt to enlarge his property, the monarch played pioneering and
exemplary roles mainly in partially mechanized farming, in the development of real
estates and in the manufacturing sector. His agricultural engagements involve the
cultivation of food grains, cash crops (mainly coffee), cattle breeding and horticulture.
The Bétc Rist was one of the major suppliers of food grains and fruits in the country in
general and for the residents of the city of Addis Ababa in particular. In the field of real
estates, Haile Selassie owned different kinds and types of houses in almost all provincial
towns and in the city of Addis Ababa from which he carned significant amount of money.
But many of his houses were located in the different wirddas of Addis Ababa. The Bétd
Rist also invested significant amount of money in the various small scale industrial plants
established before and after the period of o.ccupation. The Emperor and other members of
the royal family formed the largest share holders from which they earned substantial

amount of money.

At the beginning of this chapter we have remarked that some of the Emperor’s lands were
cultivated by tenants. In most cases, tenants cultivated lands on a sharecropping basis, the
major type being irbo (the tenants gave a fourth of their produce to the Emperor). In the
next chapter we shall consider landlord-tenant relationship mainly under the framework

of security of tenure and the protection of their rights as tenants.

3281 E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 340, File Nos., 21, and 2. See also the pamphlet of the Inauguration
Ceremony of Akaki Factory for Galvanized Steel Sheets, October 1, 1966.
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Chapter Five: - The Tenants of the King

The social and economic formation that gave birth to the classes of lord and serf or
tenant, two distinct classes, is feudalism. A British scholar by the name Maurice Dobb,

cited in Negussay Ayele, defines feudalism as follows:

[Feudalism] will be virtually identical with what we generally mean by
serfdom, an obligation laid on the producer by force and independently of
his own volition to fulfill certain economic demands of an overlord,
whether these demands take the form of services to be performed or of
dues to be paid in money or in kind...of work or of gifts to the lord’s
larder. This coercive force may be that of military strength possessed by
the feudal superior, or of custom backed by some kind of juridical

procedure, or the force of law.**

Under this system, the land tenure or land holding system, which varied both in time and
space, gave rise to the socio-economic and political relationships and the productive force
of the toiling serf or tenant, who was obliged to pay heavy dues of different kinds. He

provided forced, extra, and unpaid labor services to his overlords.

Before we look into the discussion of what it means to be a serf or tenant in Ethiopia and

in other countries, it is proper to give at least a general definition of the term. According

29Negussay Ayele, “Is there Feudalism in Ethiopia?” “Conference on Ethiopian Feudalism,” (Addis
Ababa, March 1976), p. 3. Christopher Clapham defines it as: *“ a system of government based on an
agrarian economy rich enough to support a permanent and fairly well differentiated government structure
capable of maintaining control over a wide area,” Christopher Clapham, “Feudalism, Modernization, and
the Ethiopian Monarchy,” “Conference on Ethiopian Feudalism” (Addis Ababa University: March 1976),

p. L.
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to the Macmillan English dictionary for advanced learners, a serf is defined as “someone
who lived and worked on land belonging to another person and who could not leave
without that person’s permission,” and a tenant as “someone who rents a flat, house,
office, piece of land etc, from the person who owns it.”** Social and economic

relationships of the above kinds were prevalent in Europe during the Middle Ages.

For Gibrd Wild Engda Wirq Cisdfifia (tenant) is someone who can “evaporate” any

time: “a.A TIVE 0F P7Ln4 1@ hPG@ AACHT APHPPA PoLbavp oLOH@-9® PhCHT T @A

PAND OOV (L ACH 191,200 P Ladds!

Smoke is something that disappears into the air. For most tenants owned
no rist rights but settled in agreement with the bald-rist proper, they are

named after the smoke that came out of their house.

Two important phrases in the above definition that best describe the condition of the
tenant of southern Ethiopia are first “one that disappears in the form of vapour”, an
indicator of the tenants’ insecurity of tenure and at the same time their freedom of
movement to other areas depending on impelling circumstances; and second “owned no
rist rights”, a phrase that clearly spelt out what it means to be a tenant. Gébrd Wild
informs us of three types of tenants. The first type is the one who bought land either from
a balabat or bald rist mdlkdnfia. Depending on agreements, the tenant could have paid
mar (honey), ¢dw (salt), or rendered labour services to the balabat, but had the right to

sell or exchange the land. Secondly, if a tenant bought land from a mdlkdrifia under

3Macmillan English Dictionary for Advanced Learners, (Macmillan Publishers Ltd., 2007), pp. 1354, and
1541.

B1Gabra Wild Engda Wiirq, Ya Itivopiva Miret Ina Gibir Sim [The Ethiopian Land and Taxation System],
(Addis Ababa: Tinsa’é Zd Guba’é Printers, 1948 E.C.), pp. 35-36.
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madéria arrangement, apart from paying the tribute as per the agreement, he would not
be evicted from his land. But, with the arrival of a new mulkdfifia, the tenant could be
evicted, or could be obliged to buy the land from the new mdlkdifia again. The third type
is one who bought no land from a bald rist, but lived and cultivated the land on

contractual basis. This type of tenant was subject to eviction.

In the same vein, Dista Tikld Wild, in his authoritative Ge’ez dictionary, defines ¢isdfifia
or tisdiifia (serf or tenant) as follows:

MmO PTLEmLN E NAenA NAQL oot AL (LA ACT PULTC @l AL Fef (1744

KI8IM QAT 0%t AB LTLAAT QLY AT tmies

One who smokes smoke, owner of a [house]; one who builds a house on

other person’s land; and as smoke is seen for a time and vanishes after a

while, a ¢isdfifia or tisdfifia is thus so named after it for he would vacate

the land and go.
This directly concerns to the tenant of southern Ethiopia after the incorporation by
Menilek towards the end of the 19™ century. In another authoritative Ge’ez Ambharic

dictionary by Kidand Wild Kiflé, gdbbar, in fact not ¢isdrifia, a generic name for a whole

range of people who paid tax to the state, is defined as;

Me Qs 08 9908 TANET TIHIEY AR 97040 TFo19°TH A78mLS.

P9 Pk AACHT 0492

3D4sta Tikla Wild, Addis Ya Amariiifia Mizgibd Qalat [New Ambharic Dictionary], (Addis Ababa:
Artistic Printers, 1962 E.C.), p. 624.

K idana Wild Kiflé, Mdsihafi Siwasiw Wi Gis Wi Mizgdbd Qalat Hadis [New Ge'ez Dictionary],
(Addis Ababa: Artistic Printers, 1948 E.C.), p. 297.
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A farmer, a worker one who works by force, one who spills his money and

labour for appointed officials whom they treat as they wish, a ris? holder, a

slave.
In this latter definition we find some interesting terms to be analyzed at some length.
When we look at the term gabbar, it rather denotes the whole spectrum of society,
including Haile Selassie, who paid gibbir (tax) to the government. The other important
phrase is 198 ¢99.0¢- (one who works by force); a pointer to the several extra, unpaid, and
forced labour (corvée labour) services that the peasants or tenants rendered to their
overlords. However, it did not involve geographical disparity though its nature and
intensity varied from place to place. The phrase “To17°rF WiLOLS P00, (one
whom officials treated as they wished) is interesting in that it clearly demonstrates that
apart from obeying and doing what his overlord wanted him to do, the gébbar could not
decide on many issues central to his life. There was a marked difference between what it
means to be a gdbbar and a slave; gabbars were, for example, exploited while slaves
were exploited and at the same time bought and sold like other material objects. Unlike
slaves, géibbars had the freedom to move to other areas without necessarily seeking the
prior permission of their overlords; in some areas, gabbars even owned land of their own
as rist. This is done so as to show how oppressive and exploitative the system was to the
gdibbars. Yet, the most important term in the above definition is aacat (rist holder), a
term used to refer clearly to the northern peasants. It must be added that, there was some
form of tenancy in the north that resembled the one in southern Ethiopia. It represented

the social and economic relationships between religious minorities and occupational
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castes as these groups of people held no land of their own.>** So, we can define a tenant
as a peasant who owned no land of his own; he was dispossessed under different
circumstances (territorial expansion, beginning and expansion of mechanized and
partially mechanized commercial farming) or destined not to possess land because he

belonged to a religious minority or occupational caste.

Keeping in mind the points we made above, let us now devote few lines to the
fundamental similarities and differences that existed in landlord-tenant relationships in
Europe and in Ethiopia. In Western Europe, the class of tenant is made up of free-holders
(free tenant) and serfs. Like the gibbars of northern Ethiopia, freeholders enjoyed certain
economic privileges in that they enjoyed the free use of certain parts of the land for which
they paid fixed rents to the lord. But, unlike their European counterparts, the gdbbars of
northern Ethiopia paid varied forms of feudal dues and services to the bald-gult, and not a
fixed rent. Obviously, the situation in southern Ethiopia was more burdensome. The
second social privilege that freeholders enjoyed is that like the tenants of southern
Ethiopia, they could remain on the manor (farm or estate) or leave it if they saw it fit. The
serfs on the other hand were neither slaves nor freemen. They were not slaves for they
were not owned by the lord and thus could not be sold. Therefore, like the peasants or
tenants of Ethiopia, they were attached to the soil rather than to the lord though they were
expected to render free labour services to the lord. Unlike its Ethiopian counterpart, a serf
in Western Europe could not be deprivéd of his right to live on the manor or estate or

land. At the same time, he could not leave it without the consent of the lord. In northern

334 «Nowhere was the right of these communities to agricultural or settlement land recognized. The lands on
which they resided were theirs only for as long as the larger society allowed them to live and work there”,
Merid Wolde Aregay, “Tecnology in Medieval Ethiopia,” “Conference on Ethiopian Feudalism” (Addis
Ababa University: March 1976), p. 6.
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Ethiopia, failure to fulfil feudal obligations and committing grave crimes against the state
or the crown would result in eviction, and in southern Ethiopia the landlord could evict
tenants as he wished. Moreover, a southern tenant, as we noted earlier, could leave the
land any time without the prior permission of his overlord. While serfs in Western
Europe could not appeal to the king’s court, an Ethiopian tenant could appeal to courts
established at all levels even if it was difficult for a tenant to have his cases considered
casily even at weérdda and awraja level courts let alone at the king’s court. In short, the
Ethiopian gdbbar did not have all the restrictions imposed on the European serf and thus

was a free-man, but tributary.’>’

The general nature of Ethiopian tenancy has attracted the attention of different scholars.
One commonality observed in the findings of previous studies is that tenancy was more
common and onerous in the south than in the north; and it was after the late 19" century
expansion of the Ethiopian Empire State that the bulk of the southern peasant farmer was
reduced to the status of tenancy.””® It must be emphasized that there was little reason to
believe that the Imperial Ethiopian Government provided practical legal provisions to

improve the conditions of tenants in Ethiopia.**’

For information on the European serf, refer to Carlton J. H. Hayes (Eds.), World History, (New York:
The Macmillan Company, 1955), Third Revised Edition, pp. 300-310. “The Ethiopian gabar was not a serf;
in the European sense of the term in that he owned land which he transmitted directly to his children. There
was no law that prevented him from moving”, Merid Walda Aregay, “Land Tenure and Agricultural
Productivity, 1500-1850,” Paper Presented on the Third Annual Seminar of the Department of History
(Bahir Dar: April 17-22, 1985), p. 212. See also Aleme Eshete, “General Examination on Ethiopian
Feudalism”, “Conference on Ethiopian Feudalism” (Addis Ababa University: March 1976), pp. 4, 17, 19,
20-23.

3%John H. Cohen, Land and Peasants in Imperial Ethiopia: The Social Background to a Revolution (the
Netherlands, Van Gorcum and Comp., B. V. —Assen, 1975), p. 50. John Markakis and Nega Ayele, Class
and Revolution in Ethiopia, (Nottingham: The Russell Press, 1978), pp. 23-27. See also Bizuwork Zewdie,
“The Problem of Tenancy and Tenancy Bills with Particular Reference to Arsi” M.A. thesis, (Addis Ababa
University, June, 1992), pp. 4-22.

*Regarding the different attempts made by the Imperial Ethiopian Government to improve the conditions
of tenants by introducing tenancy bills targeted towards regulating landlord-tenant relationships that would
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Discussion of the historical processes that gave rise to widespread reduction of peasant
farmers into the status of tenants in the south and south western parts of the country, its
intensity when analyzed from two crudely delimited geographical regions (North and
South), and the prerequisites necessary to undertake any land reform policy in the country
are, however, beyond the limits of this study. This chapter rather focuses on how the Bétd
Rist regulated landlord-tenant relationships in the post-Italian period. This could be done
by analyzing and examining the personal and institutional concerns that were taken to
protect their rights as a tenant, and improve their conditions in light of government
initiatives made to improve the conditions of tenants by taking into account the following
basic organizing concepts: types of tenants, forms of rentals, security of tenure, and

tenancy agreements.

To begin with, almost all scholars agree on the utter exploitative nature of landlord-tenant
relationships. But, such statement needs qualification when analyzed in light of how
tenancy rights were handled by the property management institution of Emperor Haile
Selassie. The tenants were either share or rent tenants. But, when we come to the second
point, the picture is rather different. Most writers state that sharecropping was either siso
(one third) or ekul (50 50). Tenants with irbo (one forth) aras arrangements were referred
to rarely.”*® However, empirical evidence reveals that some of the Emperor’s lands in the

provinces were cultivated by tenants who gave a fourth of their produce.’”” However, this

secure them from high rents, forced, extra and free labour services, threats and arbitrary eviction see
Bizuwork, pp. 76-120. See also Ketebo, p. 171.

384In general rent was between one-third to one-half of the harvest...,” Desalegn Rahmato, Agrarian
Reform in Ethiopia, Scandinavian Institute of African Studies (Uppsala, 1984), p. 25. “The principal
form of rent arrangement seems to be siso aras.” Cohen, p. 53. “There were tenants who pay half of their
produce.” H.S. Mann, Land Tenure in Chore (Shewa); A Pilot Study (Addis Ababa, Haile Selassie |
University in Association with Oxford University Press, 1965), p. 31. See also Ketebo, p. 166.

339See for example LE.S., W.M.T.M.R.C. Folder No., 59, ¢. 2. #* (.. C., File No., 25.
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was not always true. In rare cases, whenever the amount of revenue collected from
tenants decreased from previous years, orders were given to overseers that tenants should
be given an option between cultivating the lands of the Emperor on Jkul (half)

sharecropping basis or eviction on failure to comply with the new order.**’

Tenants of the Bétd Rist were not supplied with inputs. Sometimes they were supplied

with seed but they gave it back in the next harvest time.*"!

Over the issue of security of tenure, scholars contend that tenants were victims of sudden
eviction as they were at the mercy of landlords. An exception in this regard is Dessalegn
Rahmato who writes that there were no indiscriminate and recurrent evictions because
such things, he goes on to argue, could cause dissatisfaction and social unrest. On how
the landlords were capitalizing on eviction, Dessalegn wrote: “The threat of eviction,
rather than the act itself, was the potent weapon in the hands of the landlords.™* Who
were the agents of eviction and under what circumstances the tenants were threatened

with eviction, we shall see by drawing heavily on archival information.

Finally, although the initiatives that the Imperial Ethiopian Government took to improve

343

landlord-tenant relationships bore no fruit,”*” there were different practical measures that

0The order was given to Afo Gibri Mariam Sibiru, overseer of Silalé Bétd Rist by the Managing Director,
Neigadras (latter Bilatien Géta) Birhan4 Selassé Abayire, LE.S., W.M.T.M.R.C. Folder No., 19, #. 2. 2 (..
C., File No., 48.

31 A letter written on June 26, 1943, from the Bétd Rist to the overseer of Wilmira is informative of such
understandings:It was addressed to Ato Kasa Mingistu, the overseer of Wilmira Bézd Rist. In response to
the request of tenants, the Emperor ordered that 18 daula (a daula measuring on average one quintal) of
seed (the kind of grain is not clearly specified) should be given to each of them which was to be returned in
the coming year with no interest; L.E.S., W.M.T.M.R.C. Folder No., 88, ¢. 2. #* (L. . C., File No., 32.
342Dessalegn Rahmato, Agrarian Reform in Ethiopia, (Scandinavian Institute of African Studies; Uppsala,
1984), p. 25. Ketebo stands in stark contrast with Dessalegn when he says: “a slip of the tongue might lead
to eviction,” ketebo, p. 168.

337 8.D. Lawrence, Tenancy Reform in Ethiopia (F. A. O., Addis Ababa, 29" August, 1963), p. 1. See also
Bizuwork Zewdie, “The Problem of Tenancy and Tenancy Bills with Particular Reference to Arssi,” MLA.
thesis (Addis Ababa University, June, 1992), pp. 76-120, and Cohen, p. 55.
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were taken both by the Emperor personally and institutionally by the management office
which aimed to address the problems and grievances of tenants living and laboring on his

lands.

In the process of examining the issue in question on the basis of the above organizing

concepts, we will attempt the following fundamental questions:

» Were tenants who were living on the lands of the Emperor totally voiceless in
protecting their tenancy rights?

b How did the management office deal with, and react to, the several complaints
and appeals of tenants who were subjected to abuse?

b Were there formal binding agreements and contracts entered into between the
management office and tenants? If so, in what ways did the contracts and
agreements help them to ensure security of tenure?

} How exploitative were sharecropping arrangements as compared with what
previous studies have confirmed?

» What were the fundamental agents of tenant ill-treatment and their features? How
can we evaluate the relationships between such agents and the Bétd Rist?

b What was the attitude of peasants in being tenants of the Bétd Rist?

b How can we assess the several personal (i.e., the Emperor in person) and
institutional interventions made towards improving the conditions of tenants in

light of government initiatives taken in this respect?

Before we move to the discussion of the socio-economic and judicial relationships that

existed between tenants and the management system, let us look briefly at the types, not
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to say kinds, of royal tenants. Though we see no clear line of distinction between them as
a class, the royal tenants ranked in two types: urban and rural. For the discussion of urban
tenancy, we will focus on those tenants who settled on the lands of the Emperor in Addis
Ababa. The selection of Addis Ababa is not without reason. Because the Emperor owned
huge amount of land in 24 neighbourhoods, the bulk of royal tenants lived in Addis
Ababa especially in the vicinities of the Ganiti Le’ul Palace (now Sidest Kilo compus),

Gulilé and Gafirssa, and Princes Sihay Memorial Hospital (now the Army’s Hospital).

Generally speaking, we see no marked difference between the two as a class. Both were
tenants in the sense that they held no land of their own. But from the point of view of
economic relations, tenants in the urban areas did not pay land rent like their counterpart
in the rural areas. They rather paid an insignificant amount of house rent directly to the
treasury of the Office per month. However, the houses might have been built by the
tenants themselves on the lands of the Emperor. As we have explained in chapter three,
most of the houses were wattle and daub and thatch roofed simple structures. Tenant ill-
treatment such as heavy dues, threats of eviction, forced, extra, unpaid labour services
which were evident in the rural areas by overseers backed by awraja and wiirdda level
administrators were more or less absent in urban areas. This is so largely because tenants
could easily take their cases to the Head Office. Besides, the economic relationship was
based simply on the collection of a negligible amount of house rent. The properties of the
Emperor in Addis Ababa were clearly known and the amount of money collected from
each was fixed and was paid in cash, not in kind. Unlike in the rural areas, in urban areas

the system was simple in that for each and every property, salaried guards were
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appointed.344 Before 1948, one person was assigned to collect house rent by travelling
from place to place. After 1948, however, a formal system of house rent contract was
introduced and a tenant paid the fixed amount at the treasury office per month as per the
agreement. This brought about security of tenure. It was only when tenants failed to pay
the fixed rent and when the Office wanted the houses for its own use that tenants were
forced to vacate the house. When such measures were taken, lessees in general were
given sufficient amount of time to arrange their future as per the the rent agreement. But
it must be emphasized that, in the true sense of the term, not all people and institutions
that rented the houses of the Emperor were tenants. The Emperor owned modern
buildings and villas mostly rented out to institutions and companies as well as to foreign
residents. Obviously, tenants could not afford the amount fixed for such houses. As
clearly put in chapter three, rentals collected from tenants ranged from Eth. 2 to 10 birr
per month. On the whole, unlike rural tenants, urban tenants were more secured, well
protected, enjoyed certain privileges, and were even granted land as rist. As a result, apart
from being classified as a tenant, they did not suffer all the ill-treatments that were meted

out to the rural tenant.

Now let us consider the socio-economic and judicial relationships that prevailed between
the management office and tenants of all types by providing pertinent examples from

among the appeal and complaint letters of tenants.

To the best of my investigation, as we shall see one by one, the Bétd Rist Office was too
sensitive to the several complaints and appeals of tenants. All to often, complaints arose

as a result of mistreatments from Sums (overseers) and indeed against the interest of the

I These guards were called in Amharic bota fibagiwoc literally guards of a plot of land.
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Emperor and the Head Office. Whenever the tenants felt that they were subjected to
maltreatment by the overseers, and when their appeals were rejected by awraja and
wardda level administrators, they wrote letters both to the Emperor and to the Head
Office at Addis Ababa. Reactions given from the Head Office were based on information
gathered from three groups: tenants, overseers and provincial and awragja level

administrators.

The following appeal letter written on July 23, 1944 to the Head Office by tenants who
were living in Kiffa wérdda is of particular importance in demonstrating the multifarious
nature of the abuses that Girazma¢ Mihrité Tirfé, the overseer at the time the appeal
letter was written, subjected them to. The letter also demonstrates that the response was
quick. The tenants accused Mihrité of receiving money under threats of eviction;
collecting revenue without giving them official receipt for what they paid with the
intention of using the revenue for himself which, according to them, he did; receiving
money under the cover of maintaining the peace and security of the area; forcing them to
provide him with food grains that were not cultivated in the area which the tenants paid
him money in lieu of the food grains; and making tenants cover the costs of his living by
force. On August 16, 1944, the Head Office wrote a letter to the governor of the wdrdda
stating that the actions of the overseer was criminal thus using an expression that showed

its sincere interest in defending the rights and interests of tenants.**’

As we have tried to explain in Chapter 3, people who were employed in the Head Office
and overseers in the provinces, for the most part, were loyal to the tasks entrusted upon

them. But this was not always true as some proved to be corrupt particularly in the

51 E.S., W.M.T.M.R.C. Folder No., 59, ¢. #. #. (.. C., File No., 25.
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collection of revenue, settlement of accounts and in the handling of tenants. When the
Head Office faced these kinds of problems, it tried to solve them with the collaboration of
provincial and awraja level governors. Yet, the best check and balance force that helped
the Head Office to ensure how much the overseers were loyal to discharge faithfully the
tasks entrusted upon them were the several complaints and appeal letters of tenants
addressed to it. The tenants were, therefore, very crucial parts of the property

46
management sys‘[em.3

The concern of the management system to the causes of tenants was also seen in
connection with eviction. In a land lease contract made on September 8, 1949, the lessee
was strictly prohibited from evicting tenants in the following way: hovd-: A2 £& m.AFT
[?] ATPTRAS AavbA heTa9o:*Y The text, literally translated, could read: “They cannot
uproot and plant tenants living on the land.”

Whether the tenants knew the presence of such proactive concerns on the part of the Bétd
Rist, we do not know for sure. For practical purposes, however, it would have been good
if they were informed of the presence of such concerns by giving them a copy of the lease

contract.

The Emperor’s real concern for tenant interests also finds affirmation from tenants

themselves. In 1951, the overseer of Raya and Azidbo awraja of the province of Tigray

*SFor example, on Tir 14, 1957 E.C., Ato Tékls Mariam Dista, overseer of the Mariqo Bétd Rist, was
asked to personally appear at the Head Office to explain why he refused to give tenants official receipt for
the rent (irbo) that they paid to the Bétd Rist; L.E.S., WM. T.M.R.C. Folder No., 60, ¢. 5. /. L. . C., File
No., 2.

**"The lands so leased out for a period of two years were located in Leq Mardfia (2 gasas), and Gorébélla
(1 gasa) gdbdlés of Ankobir werdda of the province of Siwa. For these 3 gasas of land the lessee
undertook to pay 115 daula of barley, 25 daula of bean, and Eth. 343 birr per year. The contract has 11
articles. The protective statement is provided in article 7. LE.S., W.M.T.M.R.C. Folder No., 22, ¢. 2. #*. (. .
C., File No., 12.
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was AgafariTdsfay. In an appeal letter written on October 26, 1951 to the Secretary of the
awraja, the overseer was accused of making threats of eviction. A very interesting part of
the appeal letter that highlights the Emperor’s generosity with respect to his concern
reads: .. QAILY FICIR Ve 12T NI £18 MAISFOT Ch A0S P07 Apa
eamaes3*® The text, literally translated, could read: “Let alone taking the rist of his bond
servant, His Majesty the king of kings would give additional [rist].”

Here is a very interesting example that affirmed this matter very clearly. On July 21,
1951, the Head Office instructed the governor of Kéffa awraja to the effect that ill-
treatments of tenants who were living on the ristd gult of the Emperor by wdrdda level
administrators (an intervention which was none of their businesses) had to be stopped
because eviction as a result of ill-treatments would mean total loss of revenue that was to
be collected from tenants. A very telling part from the letter reads: “...aHY N2 POTE
A ook (el & U 0T ereda aasirr.. Y The text, literally translated,
could read: “When the tenants would go away as a result of this [eviction], the land
would again be uncultivated and [revenue from it] would be unable to cover even the

2

tax...

As explained elsewhere in this study, the Emperor’s Bétd Rist followed very formal ways
in its dealings with both individuals and institutions. Contracts and agreements of
different kinds; purchase and sale of properties; financial and administrative systems
were all written, dully signed and sealed; and were legally binding before the law. When
it comes to tenancy, though it did not happen with the same degree of incidence as stated

above, there existed a good system of correspondence between the Head Office and Bétd

381 E.S., W.M.T.M.R.C. Folder No., 0, ¢. 2. #. (l. . C., File No., 2088.
9 E.S. W.M.T.M.R.C. Folder No., 59, ¢. 2. #. . . C., FileNo., 32.
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Rist Offices established in the provinces with respect to lease contracts, assessment
procedures, collection of irbo, eviction, and forced, extra, and unpaid labour services as

well as security of tenure or holdings. Here are some examples.

On October 29, 1954, the Head Office gave written rules and regulations to the overseers
of Silalé awraja on how to undertake assessment of tax that was to be collected from
tenants; collection of irbo and other dues; duties and responsibilities of overseers as well
as tenants; and liabilities that would be imposed when overseers and tenants failed to

conform to such rules and regulations. Accordingly, the following orders were given:

1. The land would be assessed depending on its extent that an individual tenant
held against official receipt that was to be given at the time of assessment.

2. The assessment body was made up of two resident elders, the Cigasum, and
the overseer. When assigned to assess, they formally swore the following oath
of trustworthiness: “ALUS AFPIWPFD: ANA OSF HL, 10+ (I0F hAGAT AILVF°
180 FP T0 KAPAT LUTY 0LCT AILAARC MG A% ALATT PUA HC
274%:” The text, literally translated, could read: “In this crop which I am
assessing, I shall not be partial for reasons that [he/she] is my relative or my
[friend], and I shall not receive bribe. If I do this, let God reject my [prayers]
both in my soul and flesh, and gives me no food /grain at all.

3. The date of the threshing of grains was decided by overseers. In this very date,
the tenant must first surrender the amount as per the assessment to the store
keeper and the secretary against official receipt before he transported his own
share. On preparing receipt, the secretary must mention the reference number

of the first assessment. If the amount is not as per the first assessment, the store
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keeper should make the tenant pay the reminder in that very date by force.
Failure to do so would make him liable to pay himself. The overseers had to
always follow up its implementation.

4. The assessment committee should warn tenants of the risk of failure to pay
revenue on time, which seldom resulted in eviction.

5. The time table set to collect food grains was from Tiqimt (October) to Mégabit
(March) 30; revenue from vegetables and yd hudad féiré from Miyazia (April)
1 to Miyazia (April) 30, and revenue from grass sale from Ginbot (May) 1 to
Sané (June 30). And respective overseers were required to settle their accounts
on Hamlé (July) 5 by appearing at the treasury office of the Head Office at
Addis Ababa. Overseers and other officials who failed to discharge the tasks
entrusted upon them according to the stipulated provisions would be dismissed

from their position.z'50

Keeping in mind the unfair rules and regulations that the tenants undertook to comply
with (such as grain assessment on the harvest side, fixing the date of the threshing by
Bétd Rist officials, and transporting shares of the Bétd Rist to grain stores and then
loading the grain on vehicles that transported it to Addis Ababa, tenants were not, in
deed, forced to transport the grain despite the awraja’s proximity to Addis Ababa),
proactive measures of the above kinds were on the whole advantageous both for the Head
office and for the tenants. Given the high level of religiousity, swearing in the name of
God counted much in mitigating the kinds of grievances meted out to tenants. Again, the

financial system was strict and would protect tenants from arbitrary exploitations.

3501 £.S., WM.T.M.R.C. Folder No., 19, #. 2. #. (1. . C., File No., 48.
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Besides, the tenants were told the causes of eviction in advance and thus instances of
arbitrary eviction were prohibited. For the management office, such formal systems
would bring standardization that would increase the amount of revenue collected from
cach tenant. The financial system would also narrow the chance of embezzlement by
overseers and other officials. Making tenants know the duties and responsibilities that
they must conform to in advance would also mitigate problems that would arise from
gaps that were created in the regulation of landlord-tenant relationships. This would, in

turn, improve relationships between the Head Office and tenants.

Empirical evidence shows that tenants themselves undertook, at their own freewill, to
strictly follow rules and regulations of this kind. For example, 40 tenants who were living
on the rista-gults of the Emperor located in Qéwisa, Woino, Gorobasa, Dolé, and Hogogéd
gdbdlés of Silalé awraja that measured 4 gasas; and 30 tenants who were living in Haro
gcbalé of this same awraja agreed to adhere to rules and regulations regarding the
collection and transportation of revenues and the resultant liabilities that would arise from

failure to discharge faithfully the terms of agreements with their f'mgerprints.35 !

As stated before, most tenant ill-treatments were created by overseers. On July 24, 1956,
for example, the tenants of Kasa in Gawota wrdda of the province of Kéffa wrote a
letter of complaint to the Head Office against Tad#ld Qorico, the overseer. The letter
conveys twelve grievances of which forced labour is mentioned about six times. The
remaining lists speak on heavy tolls, extra payments, mistreatment and threats of

eviction. The different ways by which the tenants were maltreated and its agency; the

3SILE.S., W.M.T.M.R.C. Folder No., 327, ¢. 2. #*. (1. . C., File No., 46.
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determination of tenants to voice their grievances; the sensitivity that the Head Office
exhibited in dealing with the problems of tenants; and the kind of coordinated efforts
made between the Head Office and awraja level governors in considering the appeals of
tenants is very interesting. For a better understanding of the extent to which the tenants
were maltreated, we present the appeal letters of tenants, and the reactions given from the

awarja and from the Head Office one after the other. First, the complaints of tenants are

in order.

1. From 1954 to 1956, they were forced to clear a large amount of forest land to be
utilized both by the Bétd Rist and by that of the awraja governor; and were forced to
pick coffee seeds to the Bétd Rist.

2. In 1956, in addition to irbo and asrat (tithe), they paid 51 daula and 8 quna (perhaps
coffee) by force. Besides, he imprisoned them for 15 days in his house if they failed
to pay irbo for the year 1956 on reason of bad harvest season after which they were
forced to sell their oxen. They purchased 20 daula of coffee from Géra, and paid irbo.

3. They were forced to pave a driveway.

4. In 1956, he dismissed the indigenous Cigasum and became a tyrant.

5. When a certain man was found dead adjacent to Kasa Bétd Rist, and a police force of
the awraja came to pass through the area looking for the suspect, they were forced to
pay Eth. 300 birr on the ground that unless this is given to the police they would be
subjected to Afdrsata (traditional way of detecting an offender). However, they
asserted, Tadild took the money for himself.

6. He ordered them to put Qdfo (locdlly made bee-hive) on a tree and they did it.

Unfortunately, however, they found no honey in it. While this was the reality, Tadl

187



forced them to pay 10 daula of honey which they transported as far as Jimma.
Besides, he made them pay him Eth. 150 birr as pocket money.

7. During the administration of justice, he was seen armed with pistol and that the
button of the pistol case was let loose; and during the hearings of cases he spoke to
them with threatening words.

8. He made them guard his homestead for three years during which they suffered a lot
from the burning sun in daytime and from the cold at night for which they were paid
no wages.

9. As a proof of his maltreatments, they emphasized, 55 tenants left the area to resettle
elsewhere, and many more were ready to leave. In addition to the above major
complaints, the tenants underscored that the amount that he gave to the treasury of the
Head Office was only half of the income that he collected from them by force.

They stated that, they had taken their grievances to Fitawraré Wirgaldmahu Faris,

governor of Kiéffa awraja. However, Wiirqalimahu threatened them with flogging, and

tore to pieces their letter. Having lost all hope of getting justice in their own province,

therefore, they brought their complaints to the Head Office at Addis Ababa. As a

demonstration of their firm stand over this matter, the tenants notified the Head Office

that they would provide strong evidence, and, if need be, they could supply witnesses if
the overseer denied the charges. Finally, they asked the Head Office for the dismissal and
replacement of the overseer with someone who would genuinely manage the property of

the monarch and protect their rights.

In a response letter written on August 1, 1956, by Tad:ld Qorico to the Head Office, we

learn that he was appointed overseer to Kada in 1952. Since then, he insisted, the revenue
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collected from this area increased and, therefore, completely denied the accusation of the
tenants. According to him, the cause of their charge was neither forced labour nor extra
payment and other forms of ill-treatments as indicated in the complaint letter but the
following: “A7& a@- NeNP emdy® Lo« Yk aaart PPN L@ PNART aPhANT
@OYEA he1HE N0 U (AT 840 10 The text, literally translated, could read: “It
is the main task of a person to accuse and charge his boss when his secret dealings are

exposed.”

However, the overseer did not deny the fact that he was accused of ill-treatments of
tenants of exactly the above kind in the awraja court after which the matter was referred
to the wardda court for investigation. There, he defended his position on the grounds that
he should not be accused of the same case at two different courts simultaneously before
the settlement of the matter in the awragja court. He further defended that while there
were 1, 500 tenants living in the rist-gult of Haile Selassie at Kasa, he was accused only
by three tenants who could not represent the rest of the tenant community. Thus, he
challenged, it should be after all the tenants officially appointed these three people as

their representative that he should be asked to defend his case.

According to a letter written on September 6, 1956 by three tenants who claimed to be
representatives of the 1, 500 tenants, they were disappointed at the release of Tadéld
Qorico. They insisted that he must have been asked face to face in the presence of the
tenants at the Head Office. In this connection, the three people expressed their agreement
on the decision of the Head Office which highlights the cases of the tenants to be
investigated by the awraja court. But they expressed their fears on an ever brutal
handling from Tadald back home.
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On October 11, 1956, the appeal of the tenants was investigated by a Committee of four

people as per the order previously given from the Head Office in the presence of the two

parties. The meeting was chaired by the governor of Kéffa awraja, Qdiifiazmac Asfaw

Abdjd. The letter of the accusers and the response of the accused were read, and the

following suggestions were made and sent to the Head Office.

1.

As for the cattle and money that the overseer allegedly took, the act was defined as a
criminal act and decision was reached to the effect that the tenants could sue the
overseer in the court.

The Committee rejected the tenants’ idea of paying coffee for the year 1956 in
accordance with the assessment of the previous year for revenue collected from a
given land would vary from one year to another. Thus, they suggested that an
Assessment Committee composed of four elders in the adjacent area and four elders
from among the tenants be formed and assess the coffee on the spot (before the coffee
was picked) in the presence of the overseer and the vice governor of the wdrdda so
that tenants would pay the fixed amount. At the same time they rejected the position
of the overseer of taking all the coffee picked from Wof Aras (forest coffee). The
Committee underscored that while it was undeniable that there was Wof Aras (forest
coffee) coffee in the forest, the coffee trees would have never given great number of
seeds if the forest had not been cleared by the tenants with much labour. Therefore,
evicting the tenants and blaming them for taking such cases to the awraja court was
perceived to be unfair and amounted to saying let them live grieved in this respect as
before. Had the overseer taken very seriously the tasks assigned to him, the

Committee suggested, he would have developed the several lands covered with forest
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in this area leasing it out to interested people. Thus, they suggested that the coffee
should be assessed by the Assessment Committee indicated above and the tenants
would take their share accordingly.

As regards forced labour and the resultant attempt of eviction for having failed to
render labour, they suggested that the tenants should not be forced to give forced
labour except the asrat and irbo as per the assessment by seven elders which was the
tradition before the appointment of Tadild Qorico. Besides, they discovered the
existence of an agreement made between the tenants and the overseer to the effect
that the tenants would render labour in lieu of irbo, a position held by the overseer as
false for he failed to provide a written agreement of such kind, a situation that the
tenants disproved, too. This was decided to protect tenants from being evicted by the
overseer arbitrarily.

As for payment of honey, the Committee decided that tenants would pay according to
previous agreement that they entered into with the overseer.

Regarding the keeping of the cattle of the Emperor, the tenants did not resent it as
these cattle were given to develop the area. However, forcing them to look after the
cattle of the overseer in the name of the Emperor was found to be unfair, something
that should be avoided in the future.

Regarding the Eth. 200 birr that the overseer received from the tenants under the
pretext of transporting honey to Addis Ababa while he received the same amount of
money from the treasury of the Head Office for the same purpose, the Committee

referred the matter to the Head Office for confirmation.
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7. Finally, the Committee recommended that the Head Office should issue rules that

would help regulate the relationship between the tenants and the overseer.

On October 18, 1956, the governor of Kéffa awraja sent a letter to the Head Office which
conveyed these recommendations. On November 7, 1956, a Committee of three people
(from among the workers of the Head Office) was formed to see the recommendation. It
endorsed all the suggestions, and embarrassed the overseer by making clear that he had
received the amount indicated in number 6 above under the same expenditure title,
money that he also received from tenants. He was reprimanded and threatened with
dismissal if he repeated the same kind of fraudulent actions and ill-treatments. Sad to say,
the overseer was not made to reimburse the tenants but was ordered to reimburse the

treasury of the Head Office.’”

From the above account we see that the intervention of the Head Office to handle and
regulate problems pertaining to landlord-tenant relationships is calculated, timely, and
protective rather than condemnatory as far as the interest of the tenants was concerned.
Protection was not, however, automatic. Eviction caused by ill-treatment would result in
low revenue for the already liberated coffee would be covered with weed and forest
again. Thus, it would be too advantageous to rebuke, embarrass, and if necessary dismiss
one overseer than missing the entire tenant community without whose labour the Office

would lose significant amount of money.

It is remarkable that the voices of the peasants were heard and a decision was given in

their favour because the era is perceived by intellectuals over the last decades as being

3321 E.S., W.M.T.M.R.C. Folder No., 59, ¢. . #*. (. . C., File No,, 26.
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insensitive to the plights of tenants. In this particular situation, the Office protected and
saved the tenants from the injustices and ill-treatments of the overseer and from the
corrupt wérdda and awraja officials. But, it is worthy of note that, had it not been for the
much acclaimed readiness of the Emperor 1o listen to grievances which the tenants might
have heard from the general populace, they would not have taken their grievances as far
as the Head Office sustaining all the stresses of what it meant to be spending a day in
Addis Ababa even for rich men let alone for poor tenants coming from remote areas. In

this they were not mistaken. Finally, they attained their objectives.

As we can understand from the several appeal letters of tenants most, if not all, the
problems pertaining to landlord-tenant relationships were, therefore, created by Sums
(overseers), and not by the management office. A very interesting example of tenant ill-
treatment that specifically led to the dismissal from responsibility and eviction took place
in Silalé awraja of the province of Sidwa. According to a response letter to tenant
complaint written on March 12, 1958 by the Head Office to Afo Haild Gébriel Zirgaw,
Sum for S#lalé awraja, we learn that a tenant accused the Sum of arbitrary dismissal and
threat of eviction. The positive response of the Head Office to the said complaint is very

interesting:

QALY A @t Ao+ P4k I ADTLAET Fef eham@: @-Ay AT
hech AL ANLALD: LLAT® INC Wi N&0P AAMT APEC AaPTF® e T ego::
UATE Al G @3 AarNLA LLAD<T PPN a2 PA UL QNPT APOANTE (N0~

AL TaPAN AT4.06 ASCID- AT hellt oc Be WIE.LTY @qm-ge



WIemANNE hPANNT NP 4P AT ITe mOe PAN erIeIaNNt U

AT0P AGAFD-FAT

Therefore, when ever a worker is found to be guilty of mistakes, the matter
must have been considered by a committee and decision passed must have
been reached to us after which the necessary measure must have been
taken. Apart from this, you have no authority to appoint and dismiss by
your own. Secondly, for it is improper lo evict the worker from his land
which he already tilled with the intention of grieving him, we strongly
remind you that we will not consider qdiléib [salary] for the one whom you
made to keep Gotira [Grain Store] and the following: reinstate the
applicant to his previous work; let him get his qdldb [salary] since the

month his qclib was suspended, and let his land be given him back.

So as to prevent possible risks of claiming an area by tenants as their risz, and to avoid
arbitrary eviction, formal written agreements were entered into between the Head Office
and people who were living on the rist lands of the Emperor. In 1958, for example, 22
people entered into an agreement with the Office to live on the land of the Emperor
located near Princess Sihay Memorial hospital as tenants. A representative of the 22

contracts reads:

@ QHe 9 ¢ 1950 4:9° Ky At ACh-h ht ok &/ O PCO. PULhHADT
DA FPO-PA= BE P COE NORHE AT hAL hich@- ot 03 AL, 0t

ACTE AAPTC OHo- Pt Covk Qurne- 03 Ag (Lt Cort N0 8L herT

33The complainant was Gotdra Tdbagé (Keeper of Grain Store) of Digim Géndd Siyu Béid Rist, Silalé,
LE.S., W.M.T.M.R.C. Folder No., 251, ¢. 2. #. (.. C., FileNo., 18.
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AmLATE heo8eC NateC Cork 1@ a9k NCHEER f9Phehse- e fags o
et COE @ RIVT APPI A L heeadd Aot Civk 10 netnt
eavahe-hG ooUrst OLE e 4Co1% (W &F 0P TINCE WU OLE [ FNAL N

heoMAv:  OHU-I° P, A 0PCO DALLA 1@ K9P avC) OALLN hilY nAg

WAL PO AR AL CH-F PO aOPET N&CT T KeoomMAvt

I Lérago Birkuto, undertook in 1958 the following contract by appearing
at the Bétd Rist Office. Secondly, for I am living on the land that the Bétd
Rist Office received from Wiizdro Asdgddac Kdbddd and built a house
there, apart from being administered as a tenant, I shall not litigate by
claiming the land as my rist; and that I believe the land is that of the Beétd
Rist and I undertake to vacate the land when asked to do so. For this, I
confirm and put my signature unforced to be valid and sufficient evidence
before the law. I also confirm with my signature that my surety is Ato
Mdrga Wiilddyds. 1 Mdrga Weildcyds confirm with my signature 1o be
surety to Ldrago Birkuto according to the words wrilten above. Finger

prints of the tenant and the surety.

When viewed from the advantages of tenants, an agreement of such kind is self-defeating
as the agreement did not guarantee security of tenure. Thus, they were unable to complain
eviction as a problem. But, for the Bétd Rist Office, the signing of contracts of the above

kinds with the tenants would help to avoid the risk of being accused of arbitrary eviction.

The possible risk of eviction and the protection of the rights and interests of tenants were
compromised in a number of instances. For example, on November 25, 1958 the Bétd
Rist Office of Silalé and Mirhi Bété sent out a circular ordering overseers appointed to

the different parts of the awraja to collect Eth. 50 cents from each tenant who put Qdfo

3341 E.S., WM. T.M.R.C. Folder No., 112, 4. 2. #%. (L . C., FileNo,, 11.
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(traditional bee-hive) on a tree with the intention of producing honey. They were also
ordered to collect by force Eth. 1 birr from tenants who refused to pay the first estimate
which the tenants complained was harsh. The reaction of the Head Office to the
complaints of tenants was very mild in that it was not intended to evict the tenants as
such measures would result in forcing them to move to other areas which amounted to be
complete loss of the revenue that was to be collected from the area. Such win-win game

that the Office was playing is best expressed in the following document:

AARLY huOT 066 50 ATEP ATS0EN fU-aL L4 NPAT° oGt it At NC
WIBNGA (LPLCT PGANT LY@ pPav AT UT avhde ASPTO- ekl
WA WIBELLS mE WWREUT vttt PP RILINAAT
PREROE TN

Therefore, let it be known to you that when you made each tenant pay Eth.
50 cents per qdfo; Eth. 3 birr yi hudad fc‘iri,jjﬁ and Eth. 3 birr for gola
(semi-desert) lands; and if in case the revenue of the poor may be meagre,
they may not be able to pay all this. Thus, let the matter be studied and let
you explain to us your opinion because if they vacaie the land it becomes
again uncultivated.

In chapter three, we have discussed the kinds of corrective measures that the Head Office
took whenever overseers that were appointed in the provinces committed different kinds
of administrative abuses. One such problem that impelled the Office to take corrective
measure was unsympathetic handlings of tenants. In a letter written on January 29, 1960,
from the Head Office to Girazmac Gisissd Méngisa, overseer of [llubabur, the latter was

reprimanded, and his salary suspended for having failed to obey orders coming from his

LES., WM.TMRC. Folder No., 327, ¢. 2. #. (.. C., File No,, 48.
356This was the amount of money fixed by an assessment committee that tenants pay in lieu of rent when
the land became uncultivated for being arid and when the area is discovered to be hotbed of malaria.
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superiors; financial fraud and for having forced tenants to render unpaid extra labour. As
clearly stated in the letter, while the Sum received Eth. 2, 000 birr from the Office that

was to be paid to tenants who developed the land, he forced them to clear the forest for

5
free.>>’

On several instances, as we mentioned before, eviction of tenants for no valid reason was
strictly and repeatedly prohibited by the management office. And as far as tenants paid
irbo and price of grass, they were not evicted arbitrarily even if overseers sought to do so
with the intention of giving the land to other people. For example, a letter written on
April 16, 1960 from the Head Office to the overseer of Silalé explains this very clearly:
“O0cF CivE oo%t AL £A MAT COTS 44T P2 hhdA 0977 FPRLET RPLIPA WIOP hAUT 17
Amid AL PA aLOT hPA @ Aovd) mA% @amd A900 AAATT WP4Lih"" The text,
literally translated, could read: “Let us know why tenants settled on the land of the Bétd
Rist are evicted if they paid Irbo and the price of grass. Otherwise while there are tenants
on the land, it is illegal to give the land to tenants coming from outside. Thus, do not

touch them.”

As we can see clearly in the response letter, the Head office was forced to write the above
order at least for three reasons: for having failed to follow procedures of decision making;
making decisions beyond ones authority, and tenant ill-treatment expressed in this
situation in the form of arbitrary eviction and dismissal thus its sensitivity and concern to

the rights of tenants.

*"LE.S., WM.T.M.R.C. Folder No., 251, 4. 2. #*. . . C., File No,, 13.

*SLE.S., WM.T.M.R.C. Folder No., 22, +. ». #. (L. . C., File No., 19. Against such reality and other
examples I provided, Ketebo’s bias is reflected when he says: “The conditions of the tenants in the
Emperor’s own beta-rist, particularly in Arbagugu was not much dissimilar,”, Ketebo, p.127.
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Relation between the Head Office and tenants were not always amicable, however. In the
most part, tenants tried to assert their tenancy rights through writing complaint and appeal
letters from which, as we mentioned elsewhere in this chapter, they received positive
responses. Rarely, however, did they stage rebellions. They usually protected by refusing
to pay irbo to overseers appointed in the provinces. We have the following instance of
tenant rebellion in the province of Willdga. In 1956, the tenants of Anfilo Dulé were
against the overseer appointed to that area and refused to give him of 38 quinjar (one
Kubaya, a unit of measurement that roughly measures half a kilogram, on average

. . . 35
measures 6 quinfar) coffee which was transferred to the next financial year as arrears. ’

Sometimes tenant protests were fuelled by disgruntled local balabats. In a letter written
on September 16, 1960 from the Head Office to the governor of Tiyo wdrdda located in
the province of Arsi, we learn that tenants in Céka refused to pay irbo to Afo Taddsé
Windimu, the overseer of the area. The reason was land measurement. Sometime before
the rebellion, the land located in the balabatndt of Balambaras Hamda Buta was
measured after which the Bétd Rist Office took 141 gasas of extra land from Hamda
Buta. When the overseer went to Moy, the centre of Tiyo wdrdda, and its surroundings
to collect dues from tenants, the relatives of Hamda refused to pay irbo and enticed other
tenants to rise against the overseer. On his way back to Moyd, with the intention of
appealing the matter to the wdrdda, Tad4sd was ambushed by Hamda’s sons; he narrowly

saved his life.**

3591 E.S., W.M.T.M.R.C. Folder No., 3, ¢. 2. #. L. C., File No., 15.
301 E.S., W.M.T.M.R.C. Folder No., 315, ¢. 2. #. . . C., File No., 20.
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Most of the times, as noted before, decisions made by the Head Office to the several
complaints of tenants were positive. Nevertheless, not all the appeals and complaints of
tenants received positive response from the Head Office or from the Emperor. On
September 10, 1968, for example, 40 tenants who were living on the land of the Emperor
located near Princess Séhay Memorial hospital wrote a heartbreaking appeal letter to the
Emperor. From the appeal letter we understand that they were the tenants of Ras Tdsima
Nadiw transferred to his son and grand daughter Ddjazmac Kabddd Tdsdma and Wiizaro
Asiigidia¢ Kibidi respectively. The latter sold the land to the Emperor around 1950. The
tenants claimed that in the times of the above three landlords, they faced no problem and
their property was estimated to be above Eth. 250, 000 birr. The tenants now complained
that Négadras Birhand Silasse Abayiré threatened to evict them. He despised them
because they were poor who could not afford the amount fixed to the land. Despite the
fact that they asked to buy the land first he decided to sell to other people. However, in a
response letter written on November 22, 1968, their appeal was rejected as the said land
was already given in 1963 to the Imperial Savings and Housing Ownership Corporation
as per a prior order given from the Ministry of the Pen. These people were also identified
as people whom the Bétd Rist did not settle as tenants.”®' In this same area, however,
other tenants were allowed to use their right of pre-emption (right of purchasing before
others) against full settlement of the price fixed; and so they got the transfer of the land as

their rist.3* But, failure to use such kinds of rights would result in eviction as the land

361The Bétd Rist Office claimed that the number of tenants who were permitted to live on the Emperor’s
lands were only 5. Others settled without its knowledge and permission something that the complainants
themselves affirmed thus rejection of their rights of pre-emption correct; LE.S., W.M.T.M.R.C. Folder No.,
112, ¢. % . (0 .C., FileNos., 11; Folder No. 11, File No. 35.

362Tenants whose right of pre-emption was respected numbered 16. They were allowed to buy 4, 130 square
meters of land; each square meter at Eth. 5 birr; LE.S,, W.M.T.M.R.C. Folder No., 112, ¢. 2. #. (L . C.,
File No., 11.
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was to be sold out to interested individuals who could pay the fixed amount. To those
tenants who agreed to buy the land, the Office set time line for the payment by
installment. Sometimes, unable to pay the fixed price, the tenants were allowed to sell the
land to third parties at a relatively higher price than the amount fixed by the Office.*®

This was an advantage for the tenants.

From the above two accounts we can glean at least two important points. First and most
important is that the tenants were not evicted arbitrarily unless the land was used
otherwise. Thus, tenant appeals in the first case are inappropriate. Secondly, tenants were
given priority when lands were decided to be sold provided that they agreed to settle the
price fixed for the land as clearly reflected in the second case. The tenants also enjoyed
double privilege as they were given priority to buy the land and if they could not afford it,
they were given a second chance to sell the land to interested people the price of which
was, in most instances, higher than that fixed by the Head Office. Thus, rejection of their
appeals and complaints and the concomitant eviction was not a question of economic
status as tenants in the first case maintained to be so, but it was a result of failure to use
opportunities of the kinds we mentioned above. It is also interesting to observe that pre-
capitalist notions of tenancy still had a powerful hold on people’s mind. Otherwise, the
land being the personal possession of the landlord, there was no reason why they should

have challenged him.

Sometimes, imperial orders were given in furtherance of security of tenure. On October
20, 1961, for example, a special order was passed from the Emperor, announcing through

the Ministry of the Pen, to the effect that all people who settled in the vicinity of the

33 1hid. See also File No. 10 in this folder.
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Géndatéd Le’ul Palace in tenancy or in any other arrangement were entitled to transfer the

land into their full possession- i.e., as rist holding.***

Tenants in rural areas did not accept land lease agreements. For example, on April 13,
1969, one gasa of Samon land located at Arddim Urubé gdbclé of Guba Qorca wéirdda of
Cérgéir awraja in the province of Haréirgé was leased out to a certain Ibro Musa at Eth.
500 birr for a period of four years. The Emperor inherited this land from Wéizéiro Tisimé
Abayirga. In this land there were about 20 tenants who were paying irbo to the Emperor.
Ten days after this land lease contract was concluded, the tenants wrote an appeal letter to
the Head Office. According to this letter, though ordered to handle the tenants properly,
he is reported to have forced them to pay a huge amount of money in addition to the irbo
that was to be paid by other tenants. As a result, they demanded his removal and the land
be again leased out to a certain Zawdé Kidandwild whom they believed to be a protector
of their rights and interests. They also noted that if Ibro continued as their master, they
would move to Daro Labo gcbdlé.*® Unfortunately we have no information about the
kind of decision that the Head Office made to alleviate the problems of tenants in this

particular case.

We have also a similar account of tenant ill-treatment by overseers in the province of
[llubabur. From an appeal letter dated October 10, 1973, we understand that the tenants
of Gabé Kombiil, an area located in Bé¢o wérdda of Goré awraja, accused the Record
Officer of Métu of heavy taxation, and threat in eviction. The Office leased out the land,

which formerly was tilled by the tenants, to the record keeper in the office after which

*L.E.S.,W.M. T.M.R.C. Folder No., 181, #. %. . (L.. ., File No., 22. See also Folder No. 340, File No.,
23, and Folder No. 85, File No. 1. Regarding application letters referring this special order refer to LE.S.,
W.M.T.M.R.C. Folder No., 112, ¢. . #. (1 . C., File No., 17; also in Folder No. 84, File No., 18.

*®LE.S., W.M.T.M.R.C. Folder No., 340, ¢. 2. . (L. C., File No., 46.
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they were asked to pay four times greater than the amount that they used to pay to the
Office. On having failed to pay the said amount, the tenants were threatened with
prohibition of all the surviving privileges that they enjoyed before the lease was enacted:
grazing their cattle, collection of fire wood, and at worst with eviction. Unable to bear
such heavy burdens, the tenants travelled all the way to Addis Ababa to present their

grievances to the Head Office.*®®

We have also a similar case of tenant ill-treatment in the province of Sawa. The land
lease contract was made on August 16, 1969 for a period of 5 years. According to an
appeal letter written on October November 7, 1973 to the Head Office, tenants in Tulu
Bido gdibilé, an area located in Goro sub-district, Wiliso wdrdda in Cébo and Guraghe
awraja, rented 36 gasas of land for Eth. 2, 000 birr per year, but were forced by the
overseer to pay Eth. 3, 400 birr as opposed to the lease agreement. Besides, they were
forced to cultivate, harvest food grains, and built his houses. While the tenants implicated
the overseer of forced, extra, and unpaid labour services, he reported that the tenants
helped him two times unforced. The way the overseer expressed the absence of forced
labour is spellbinding: & APA%°v- MA M9k KIEé- 294 ARILE. DN L L @G
The text, literally translated, could read: “Kissing their heads, and providing Jdlla [local
beer], and baking Injdra [leavened bread], they assisted me two times, but unforced.”

According to my investigation, apart from paying irbo, tenants were not forced to render
extra labour. Instances of forced labour, when exhibited, were not, therefore, institutional

rather personal often associated with, as we have explained before, overseers appointed in

*%In this appeal letter, the tenants demanded one of two options: paying rent as before or the land to be
Ieased out for them, I.E.S., W.M.T.M.R.C. Folder No., 340, +. 5. ##. (. C., File No., 19.
*TLE.S., W.M.T.M.R.C. Folder No., 340, ¢. 3. #*. . C., File Nos., 28, 29, and 36.
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the provinces without the knowledge of the Head Office. At harvest time, they were in
fact made to transport the share of the Emperor to the respective stores prepared for
keeping the grain until it was either sold out in the local market or transported by vehicles
of the Emperor to Addis Ababa where the main grain store stood. Thus, despite the
proximity of some provinces to the city of Addis Ababa, tenants were not forced to

transport grain to the main store.’*®

The appeal letter of the tenants of Tulu Bido gdbdlé, an area located in Agémjay sub-
district of Goro wdrdda situated in Cibo and Guragé awraja of the province of Siwa,
written to the Head Office on December 24, 1973 is worth mentioning for its detail on the
history of the land and for the root of the problem and the positive attitude that the
tenants developed towards the Bétd Rist. As clearly stated in the appeal letter, the tenants
claimed use right since the pre-Adwa period. When the land was measured during the
tenure of Fitawraré Habtd Giyorgis, it was estimated to be 75 gasas. For the two gasas
Qisina land, granted to the Churches of Mosd Tikld Haymanot and Goro Giyorgis, the
tenants claimed that, their ancestors fought at the Battle of Adwa. From Wiizdiro
Sawasihay Iyasu, they bought 38 gasas. The land where they settled in tenancy measured
30 gasas. And in 1952, this land was leased out to a certain Bado Kibrit together with the
balabatnidit. According to the appeals of the tenants, the above arrangement marked the
beginning of their suffering as the lessee, the tenants insisted, exploited them with heavy
hands for ten years which left them in abject poverty. Again, rejecting our demands to

take the land in lease as before, the tenants said, in 1970, the land was sub-leased out to

3%1n a letter of order written on Migabit (March) 3, 1946 E.C. from the Head Office to the Bétdi Rist of
Silalé, Dikébora, we learn that the Head Office sent vehicle to transport the grain collected from tenants.
The overseer was also ordered to prepare a driveway that would permit the vehicle up to the grain store.
The driveway was presumably worked out by tenants.
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Déjazma¢ Biqdld Béydnd. Their stay with this new overlord was characterized by
backbreaking forced labour as they were made to construct roads, cultivate his farmlands,
and weed and harvest the crops. They were also forced to fence his farmlands and
homestead until the time the above appeal letter was written to the Head Office.”® A very
interesting part of the appeal letter that highlights the personal context of the beginning of
harsh exploitation is that insensitivity started with the transfer of the balabatndt of the
area from the Emperor to their first master in 1952, and when the land was leased out for
this same person and latter in 1970 to an even harsher overlord. Equally interesting is the
nostalgic demand by the tenants of the return of the balabatndt to the monarch at their
cost, a circumstance that clearly demonstrates how the Bétdi Rist Office was very much
concerned about the rights and interests of tenants. The heavy handed characters of these
new overlords caused the tenants to recall the time when they were under the benign
balabatniit of the Emperor which emphasized how conditions were far better in those

days.

The protectionist stance of the management office and the proactive measures it took is
formally and clearly stated in the several land lease contracts made with contractors. In
April 1974, for example, one gasa of land located in Ula gabdlé of Déndi werdda in Jibat
and Mécga awrgja of the province of Sawa was leased out to a certain Ligisi Wilda
Giyorgis for a period of two years effective as of September 11, 1974 at Eth. 600 birr per
year. A very telling part of this lease contract that clearly demonstrates the Office’s

concern for the rights and interests of tenants reads: “...00v% & AR £& MAFT (LT thefT

3The tenants, who numbered twenty, claimed that the land was first occupied by their ancestors a century
before by clearing the forest and hunting the wild beasts; and claimed that they were the 6" generation from
the first occupants who died of contagious disease and malaria. Now they demanded their right of pre-
emption to be respected as the land is said to have been earmarked for selling; LE.S., WM. T.M.R.C.
Folder No., 340, ¢. 2. #. (I . C., File No., 29.
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ety FhGRAPA 07IAF PALPN ANSAFD: hedbSaFagr, . 7" The text, literally
translated, could read: “If there are tenants on the land, the lessees are not permitted to
abuse them against the rule simply for having taken the land in contract™.

Here is also a very interesting testimony that confirmed how the Emperor was
sympathetic to the appeals of tenants. The Bétd Rist Office bought (the time is not
specified) 20 gasas of land in the governorate general of Gdmu Gofa. The land was
received, on behalf of the Office, by General Asfaw Widi Giyorgis. General Asfaw was
also given Eth. 10, 000 birr to develop the land. But, the tenants of Wog Hamir and
Miskéto regarded the actions of General Asfaw as eviction because they claimed that the
land was their own holding the previous thirty years. This was land developed by their
forefathers by clearing the forest. Abund (archbishop) Sawiros who met the tenants
informed the situation to the Ministry of the Pen on behalf of them as they were unable to
go to Addis to appeal by themselves. The reaction of the Emperor was quick and positive
because, thanks to the timely intervention of the archbishop, he decided to restore their

7' When we broaden the discussion beyond our interest here, the above account

lands.
strongly demonstrates how close the link between church and state was. But the activities
of General Asfaw could be assumed to be a very detrimental move intended to evict the
tenants from their land, without the knowledge of the Office. The problem was virtually
created by General Asfaw because he presumably sought the Emperor’s favour. Had it

not been the timely intervention of the archbishop, and sensitivity on the part of the

Emperor, the tenants would have lost their land through eviction.

°LE.S., W.M.T.M.R.C. Folder No., 340, ¢. 2. /. (I, . C., File No., 10.
'LE.S., WM.T.M.R.C. Folder No., 3, 4. #. #. (L... C., File No., 1.
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As one moves from the centre to the provinces, protections given to tenants dramatically
declined. This was particularly true up to the last two years before the old regime was
overthrown by the popular revolution of 1974. With the rocking of the centre by
revolutionary forces, arbitrariness, ill-treatments, and anarchy took the stage. In an
appeal letter written on June 25, 1974 to the Head Office, the tenants of Jido Kombil, an
area located in Tira wdrdda of Haiqod and Butajira awraja of the province of Siiwa,
accused the Sum of the province of Arsi, E3ité Yigzaw, of carrying out eviction of
peasants too sell the land. While we had priority to buy the land, the tenants insisted, Afo
Egité gave the land which was in their hands to a certain Sambdil Ali Amiadé. Again,
while they presented Eth. 1, 800 birr, an amount estimated to be the price of the land,
they were threatened with eviction unless they bribed him first by giving him Eth. 500

birr, an amount fixed by the overseer.’”?

Sometimes, local balabats and provincial overseers came together to make an intrigue
aimed at evicting tenants. For example, in an appeal letter written on July 9, 1974 to the
Head Office, the tenants of Adag, an area located within Haiqo¢ and Butajira awraja of
the province of Sawa, complained that an intrigue was made between the above bodies to
sell the land while the tenants were denied of the right to buy the land where they and
their ancestors lived as Bétd Rist tenants for a long period of time. The sad story with this

threat of eviction is that the local balabat rejected their application of purchasing the land

725ad to say, one of the tenants named Yimam B#8o was imprisoned and forced to sign eviction and did it;
LE.S., WM.T.M.R.C. Folder No., 186, ¢. >. #. L. . C., File No., 55.
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on the ground that the land was sold to a woman who, the tenants maintained, had died

before the period of Italian occupation.’”

As we have noted before, instances of arbitrary evictions were almost absent. However,
there were some situations that impelled the management office to take such measures.
Despite the fact that overseers appointed at different levels held no authority to evict
tenants, when this happened and when asked by the Head Office to reason out for doing
so, we see sublet of lands to a third body without the knowledge of the management

office became one major reason that led to the eviction of tenants.*™

As the extant literature affirmed, in the true sense of the term, the old regime never made
tenancy security legislations and none of the attempts made to improve the conditions of
tenants by drafting tenancy bills were promulgated.’” Nevertheless, things were not
totally bad in this regard. Regarding the personal concerns that the Emperor made
towards tenants, Lawrence wrote:

In furtherance of this aim [security of tenure], that every Ethiopian should
own his own land; His Imperial Majesty has himself set an example by
announcing that tenants on some of his lands may acquire ownership of
their holdings; the aim is also being implemented by grants of land under

various proclamations to landless persons. ...’

*In the appeal letter the tenants insisted that, if the woman was alive as the balabat claimed, she should be
summoned to give her words. Otherwise, they should be allowed to purchase the land. 1E.S.,
W.M.T.M.R.C. Folder No., 186, ¢. 2. #. (}, . ., File No., 50.

*A tenant was evicted as a result seblet of land on siso (one third) and fkul/ (50-50) share cropping
arrangements for a period of 3 years while the main form of share cropping arrangement, as investigated in
this study, was irbo (one forth).

For details on three tenancy bills sent to parliament in 1963, 1970 and 1972, and the debates in favor and
against the draft laws in the floor of parliament and its results see Bizuwork, pp. 92-120. See also Cohen, p.
55.

*7%1.8.D. Lawrence was Rural Institution officer in F.A.O. and author of Tenancy Reform in Ethiopia
(Addis Ababa, 1963), p. 4.
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Lawrence’s report on the personal initiatives that the Emperor took to ensure security of
tenure is reflected in the archives in a more solid manner. In the city of Addis Ababa,
there were tenants who settled on some lands of the Emperor located, among others, in
the vicinities of Géniti Le’ul Palace, Guldlé Gifirsa, Old Air Port, and Princess Sihay
Memorial hospital. Relations between the tenants and the Head Office were very smooth
as the tenants were only expected to pay an insignificant amount of rent for the houses,
and land tax for the government was paid in the name of the Emperor. As we have noted
before, their rights of pre-emption were respected at the time the lands on which they

lived were decided to be sold at reasonable prices.

In general, tenant ill-treatments that endangered tenancy rights manifested themselves in
the form of heavy taxations, forced, extra, and unpaid labour services of varied kinds,
threats of evictions, threats of physical violence, imprisonment, and different forms of
fraudulent actions. All these were strictly prohibited both by the Emperor and the Bétd
Rist Head Office. Besides, agents of such ill-treatments, when discovered, were

castigated, punished, and were even dismissed from their jobs.

To ensure security of tenure, the tenants entered into formal written agreements and
contracts with the Head Office. Whenever such contracts were concluded, as we have
.explained before, protective statements were intentionally inserted. The tenants were also
given extended periods of lease that would enable them to invest on the land so as to
maximize production. The Office also maintained security of tenure through the
provision of rules and regulations pertaining to crop assessment, collection of dues and its
transportations, financial control systems, and the resultant liabilities imposed upon both

parties. Moreover, proactive measures were also taken to protect tenancy rights by
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writing orders to provincial governors and overseers. At times special orders were even
given to the effect that tenants who lived on some lands of the Emperor were entitled to

transfer the lands as their #ist.

On the whole, tenant ill-treatments that jeopardized tenancy rights were not institutional
but personal and were strictly prohibited. To the best of my investigation, there never was
a time when tenant ill-treatments of the above kinds were encouraged or appreciated both
by the Emperor and by the Head Office. Sensitivity and concern for the protection of
tenancy rights geared towards maintaining security of tenure, also gained confirmation

from tenants themselves.

Nevertheless, such concerns that were made for the protection of tenancy rights were not
automatic. They were rather designed to secure two crucial benefits. One is that, from the
economic point of view, protection of the rights of tenants meant securing constant and
ever increasing revenue to the Emperor. Secondly, from the administrative point of view,
the complaints and appeals of the tenants helped the management office to indirectly
cross-check how far the overseers appointed in the provinces were discharging faithfully

the tasks entrusted upon them.

The personal and institutional concerns that the Emperor made in improving the
conditions of the general public including tenants is also revealed in connection with the
history of land grants and land sales undertaken by the management office as we shall

consider in the next chapter.
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Chapter Six: - Land Grant and Land Sale

6.1. Land Grant

As we have mentioned elsewhere in this study, Emperor Haile Selassie held huge
amounts of land, both in urban areas and in the provinces.y'[7 As noted in chapter one,
around 1959/°60, the Emperor granted many of his lands to his four children: Crown
Prince Asfa Wissén, Princess T#nafifid Wirq, Prince Mikonnin, and Prince Sahld
Selassie.’”® Following this arrangement, the Emperor decided to close the Bétd Rist
Office in 1962. Nevertheless, subsequent inventories revealed that the Emperor still
owned vast tracts of land and other properties that necessitated the management office to
continue its function. Next to his children, the Emperor made generous grants to people

belonging to the whole spectrum of society.

Some scholars who have conducted studies on the land tenure policy of Imperial Ethiopia
in the post-Italian period contend that Imperial land grants were made to meet more
political ends than to bridge economic im:qualities.z‘""9 Such a position cannot be easily

rejected because the toiling rural masses of the country hardly benefited from such land

371 Addis Ababa alone the Emperor held 1, 576, 469 square meters of lands, L.E.S. W.M.T.M.R.C. Folder
No., 311, ¢. 2. /. (b . C., File No., 2. He also owned 15, 888 square meters of land in Djibouti, LE.S.
W.M.T.M.R.C. Folder No., 11, #. &. #*. (4 . C., File No., 35.

3%%The Emperor granted around 4, 000 gasas of land to his children located in different provinces (Siwa,
Arsi, Kiffa, Bal¢, Illubabur, Wiilldga, and Tigray). For details on the amount and location of lands given to
his children see LE.S. W.M.T.M.R.C. Folder No., 250, ¢. 2. #”. (L . C., File No., 20. For example, the
Emperor granted 17 gaSas of land to Prince Sahli Selassie located in Morit and Qimbibét wdrddas of
Dibri Birhan awraja alone, LE.S. W.M.T.M.R.C. Folder No., 340, ¢. 2. #. (L . C., File No., 16.

" According to Cohen, for example, government land grants were based on political, and not on
developmental, considerations. John H. Cohen, Land and Peasants in Imperial Ethiopia: The Social
Background to a Revolution (the Netherlands, Van Gorcum and Comp., B. V. —Assen, 1975), p. 59. See
also Dessalegn Rahmato, Agrarian Reform in Ethiopia, (Scandinavian Institute of African Studies,
Uppsala, 1984), p. 20.
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grants. It is no wonder that land, which was the warp and woof of the Ethiopian political
economy and the major asset upon which every kind of relationship was built might have
been used to enhance the Emperor’s political as well as economic grip. Thus, any
generous land grant to the public often obligated the receiver to reciprocate to the grantor
in some way. Kindness was to be repaid with loyalty by making public pronouncement.
Thus, grants of land, be it government or personal, were by no means automatic. They

presumed, above all, loyalty.

In addition, the documents reveal several factors that lay behind land grants. The
documents that speak about grants made by the Emperor, and implemented by the
Ministry of the Pen, shows that land was given to the military as well as to civil servants,
to public institutions, private associations, welfare institutions, and also to the poor and
above all, as we have explained in the preceding chapter, to tenants. This does not mean,
however, that such initiatives were free from political considerations. But, genuine social

concerns also lay behind some of these land grants.

How did people or institutions get land? First, application letters were addressed to the
Office of the Chamberlain which conveyed details on the kinds of services that they
rendered to the country or details on the kinds of problems that they endured as well as
the amount of land that they sought to receive as rist. When such applications were
favourably accepted by the sovereign, order would be given to the Ministry of the Pen.
The Ministry in its turn would write a letter of order to the Bétd Rist Head Office to the
effect that the said applicants were entitled to be given land, the amount and location of
which were explicitly stated. Respective officials of the Head Office would transfer the

land to the grantees. Then, the Office would write a letter to the Municipality Office of
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Addis Ababa so that it would transfer the said lands to applicants together with title deeds

. . 380
as a confirmation of ownership.

In this chapter, we shall not consider land grants and other donations made to welfare and
religious institutions and for health care as well as for the promotion of higher education
as these things will be analysed in the next chapter. For now, we will rather focus on
those land grants made to civil servants, military officers, war veterans, private public

institutions, and ordinary peoples.

Some of the land grants were in fact made based on political considerations while some
others were made from a philantrophic point of view to improve the conditions of
ordinary poor people and to encourage local investment. Still other grants were made to
secure the loyalty of employees of the Bétd Rist. Last but not least, we have instances of
land grants made to recognize devoted services to the Crown when such services came to

an end due to old age.

The personal royal grants were made within the framework of the legislations and policy
statements issued by the government regarding land after 1942. These legislations were
the following: the Hamlé 16, 1934 E.C (July 23, 1942) Order; the Hamlé 16, 1936 E.C.
(July 23, 1944) Order; and the Tigimt 23, 1945 E.C. (November 2, 1952) Order.
According to the first Order all maddria holders who engaged in patriotic activity during
the period of Italian occupation (patriots and refugees) and those who passed through
similar experiences and never collaborated with the enemy but held no madria land

before, were entitled to receive a grant of 40 hectares of land. The Hamle 16, 1936 E.C.

3%0For a better grasp of the procedures, refer LE.S. W.M.T.M.R.C. Folder No., 28 and the files therein.
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Order extended the grant by including the armed forces, the police, and civil servants.
The Tigimt 23, 1945 E.C. Order further extended the privilege to “landless and
unemployed Ethiopian nationals.”38'  So, it is within the context of the reforms of the
above kinds that the Imperial Ethiopian Government introduced at the national level that
land grants made by the Emperor from his own lands will be analyzed. Because, as we¢
shall see after a moment, people who were subject to grants of land from the Emperor’s

private holding were more or less similar to those who were entitled to receive lands from

state domain.

6.1.1. Land Grants Made to Members of the Army

One of the direct beneficiaries of land grants made both by the government and by the
Emperor were patriots, war veterans and other military people.3 82 The birth of the town of
Abomisa located in Mirté wdrdda of Arba Gugu awrdja of the province of Arsi best
exemplified one of those generous Jland grants made by the Emperor. In 1955, the
Emperor granted 300 gasas of land which was under the administration of the Bétd Rist
of the awraja to 1, 001 military officers and commanders, in fact war veterans, who put
up stout resistance against, and did not collaborate with, the enemy during the five years
of Italian occupation. Before these military people went to Abomisa, an informant told
me that 4bo Mosa Arba Dima, which means “an area which is sufficient enough to
support forty Oromo families™ as the name was so named after the local balabats, now
Abomisa was covered with dense forest and was an excellent habitat for a variety of wild

beasts including lions and leopards. First, the new comers were granted 9 gasas where the

31 Cohen, p. 60.
3¥2Cohen, p. 59. See also Dessalegn, p. 20
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people went to receive the land put up tents. Then they began forest clearings and started

. 3
agriculture. i

We have also a similar account of land grant made in the city of Addis Ababa. In 1974,
for example, the Emperor bought 48, 000 square meters of land located in Ura’el gdabdlé
of Bolé wardda, at Eth. 81, 000 birr, a square meter at Eth. 4 birr and 50 cents from his
four children which they inherited from their mother, Empress Minén. The story of the
Emperor buying the land which originally was the holding of his wife later given to their
children is very intriguing. The sole purpose of this purchase was, however, morc
important than the above story. On June 5, 1974, the Emperor generously granted this
land to 54 military men.>® In the sunset years of the imperial era, and at a time when the
throne was being squarely rocked by revolutionary forces, the Emperor demonstrated

such high degree of sensitivity to the problems of peoples.
6.1.2. Land Grants to Tenants and to Destitutes.

As we have said earlier, the old regime never made tenancy security legislations and none
of the attempts made to improve the conditions of tenants by introducing tenancy bills
were promulg'clted.3 85 Nevertheless, things were not totally desperate in this regard. The
Emperor took practical steps geared towards improving the conditions of tenants in some

areas. J.S. Lawrence has observed this when he writes:

383 110 Kabiidi Fasdsd whom I interviewed was the overseer of the Bétd Rist Office for Arba Gugu awraja
of the province of Arsi who parcelled out the land and gave to them.

B4Ag clearly stated in the list of their names there were ordinary soldiers, commanders of ten, fifty, one
hundred, Sambdls, Sambal Basas, and Saldgas, LE.S. W.M.T.M.R.C. Folder No., 340 File No. 14.

35Eor details on three tenancy bills sent to parliament in 1963, 1970 and 1972, and the debates in favor and
against the draft laws in the floor of parliament and its results see Bizuwork, pp. 92-120. See also Cohen, p.
55.
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In furtherance of this aim [security of tenure] that every Ethiopian should
own his own land His Imperial Majesty has himself set an example by
announcing that tenants on some of his lands may acquire ownership of
their holdings the aim is also being implemented by grants of land under

. . 386
various proclamations to landless persons....

Lawrence’s observation on the pioneering endeavours that the Emperor made to ensure
security of tenure is also reflected in the archives in a more solid manner. In the city of
Addis Ababa, there were tenants who settled on some lands of the Emperor located,
among others, in the vicinity of Génita Le’ul Palace, Gulilé Gifirsa district; Old Air Port
area, and in the vicinity of Princess Sihay memorial hospital. As we have said before,
their rights of pre-emption were respected at the time the lands where they settled were
decided to be sold at reasonable prices. Besides, Imperial Orders were issued in
furtherance of security of tenure. On October 20, 1961," for example, a special order was
given from the Emperor, executed by the Ministry of the Pen, to the effect that all people
who settled in the vicinity of the Géndtd Le’ul Palace, in tenancy or in any other

arrangement, were entitled to transfer the land where they settled into rist holding.™’

The Emperor also granted urban lands to individual tenants. For example, on December
18, 1965, the Ministry of the Pen ordered the Head Office to the effect that 500 square

meters of land, located near Princess Séhay Memorial Hospital, should be handed over to

3867 g D, Lawrence was Rural Institution Officer in F.A.O. and author of Tenancy Reform in Ethiopia,
(Addis Ababa: 1963), p. 4. Regarding the land grants that Ras Imru made, Kapuscinski says: “Nobody
knows why or under what circumstance, but suddenly Prince Imru began to smell of reform, and without
asking the Emperor’s permission he gave some of his lands to the peasants,” Kapuscinski, p. 32.

%7 E.S.W.M.T.M.R.C. Folder No., 181, 4. 2. #. (L. C., File No,, 22. See also Folder No. 340, File No.,
23, and Folder No. 85, File No. 1. Regarding application letters referring this special order look LE.S.,
W.M.T.M.R.C. Folder No., 112, ¢. 2. #. (L. . C., File No., 17; also in Folder No. 84, File No., 18.
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a tenant by the name Ayild Kabddi. Waizdro Bafina Wildi Mikael also received land

C 388
located in this same area where she was a tenant.

Land grants were also made to ordinary poor people. By an instruction given on January
26, 1945 by the Ministry of the Pen to Négadras Ti’umi Lisan Kasa, General Manager of
the Bétd Rist, one Tiruni$ Tédla, a very poor woman, who came from Tigray was granted
land for life that had been inherited by Haile Selassie from Nigus Wildd Giyorgis, the
amount and location of which is not spec::if‘led,.}’89 Haile Selassie had inherited lands from
one Wiizdro Mintiwab Dista. On December 6, 1962, the Ministry of the ordered the
Head Office to the effect that all her former retinues (whose number is not mentioned) be
given each a quarter of a gasa located in Cileya wardda of Jibat and Méga awraja of the
province of Sawa.’? Miamré Qitaw Bdydnd, a very poor man, was One of the
beneficiaries of the Emperor’s land grants. The application letter of the poor is shocking
but effectual. The way this man expressed the desperate situation of his life is really
heartbreaking: “...A%F7 e79a&0Vt AMu-...#” The text, literally translated, could read: “I
have nothing with which to raise my children.” In the most part, the reactions of the
Emperor to such supplications were positive. Qifaw was granted a gasa of land located at

Abomisa gdbqilé in J&ju warada of the province of Arsi.””’

338 £ §. W.M.T.M.R.C. Folder No., 28, File No. 9. See also Folder No. 340, File No. 23.
39 E.S. W.M.T.M.R.C. Folder No., 18, File No. 34.
391 £ 5. W.M.T.M.R.C. Folder No., 286, File No. 6.
¥ E.S. W.M.T.M.R.C. Folder No., 90, File No. 30.
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6.1.3. Land Grants to Béti Rist Head Office Employees, Civil-

Servants, the Nobility, and Members of the Royal Family.

As we have explained in chapter two in detail, all Head Office workers and almost all
overseers appointed in the provinces were salaried. In addition to this, they were given
urban and madéiria lands. Traditionally, people were given maddria lands in lieu of
salary or pension. The objectives of such land grants were, however, clear in that the
monarch did it to secure loyalty. In 1973, 18 Head Office workers were given 21 gasas of
maddria lands which the sovereign had inherited from Wéiziro Tisimé Abayirga, cach
received on average a gasa, located in the provinces of Siwa, Illubabur, and Harérgé. The
official statement for the grant reveals that the gift was made “for their services and

53392

loyalty. Sources also revealed that Head Office workers were given occasional

*3 However, the more the privilege, the greater the responsibility, and

bonuses and gifts.
hence, from Head Office workers who were given much, much was expected: they were

expected to carry out the tasks entrusted upon them with diligence and dedication. The

Emperor was successful in this with some exceptions.

One of the places in Addis Ababa where the monarch owned huge amount of land was
the neighborhood located north of Princess Séhay Memorial Hospital. This land, the
cadastral number of which was 4828, measured 401, 400 square meters, and was bought

from the inheritors of Fitwrari Burayu (bought before 1939 E.C.) and from Wiiiziro

**These lands were located in Méinagisa, and Mariiqo awrajas of the province of Siwa; Habro and Wobira
awrajas of the province of Har4rgé; Buno Badilé awraja of the province of Illubabur; and Kimbata awraja
of the province of Sidamo, LE.S. W.M.T.M.R.C. Folder No., 88, File No. 39,

*B0n Tir (January) 23, 1950 E.C., for example, Eth. 300 birr was given to Ato Zigiyi Saifu, clerk of the
Bétd Rist Head Office, to support his wedding expenses, as per the order given from the Ministry of the
Pen, LE.S. WM.T.M.R.C. Folder No., 287, File No. 2. Ato Kibidi Fisdsi also told me that he received
occasional gifts and bonus from the Emperor.
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Asigidad Kabadi, grand-daughter of Ras Tdsima Nadiw, in 1950.%* In 1968, out of the
total amount of land, the Office decided to sell 50, 000 square meters. When we subtract
50, 000 from the total, we will have 351, 400 square meters of land. Out of this, the
Emperor generously granted it to people generally referred to as bald wuldta (loyal
servants of the state). Some of the direct beneficiaries of such grants were the workers of
the Head Office. In one land grant document alone, the Emperor granted 262, 920 square
meters of land in this area. In this land grant document, 32 peoples and one welfare
institution, one public association, and a radio station were included. Out of the 32

persons, 15 were identified Head Office workers.

Table 15: - Names of grantees and amount of land received from Haile Selassie.

No. | Name of the Grantees Amount of land Given

1 15 Bétd Rist Head Office Employees 13, 600 Sq. Meters

2 9 people 16, 840 Sq. Meters

3 Imperial Savings and Home Ownership Public | 100, 000 Sq. Meters
Association

4 Meiirha Iwuran (Association of the Blind) 30, 000 Sq. Meters

5 Dr. Hamlen (Austrian National) 1, 000 Sq. Meters

6 Paulos Nofio 500 sq. Meters

7 Princess Mahsintd Habtd Mariam 5, 000 Sq. Meters

8 Princess Sara Gizaw 33, 576 Sq. Meters

9 Radio Station of the Emperor’s Private Cabinet 48,261 Sq. Meters

10 | Dr. Minasé Hailé 3, 500 Sq. Meters

11 | Dr. Seyium Harédgot 3, 800 Sq. Meters

12 | Lej Mér’ed Béydnd 2, 843 Sq. Meters

13 | Lieutenant General Kébadd Gébré 4, 000 Sq. Meters

14 | Richard Pankhrust 3, 041 Sq. Meters

Source: LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 5, File No. 3. See also annexes 40, 41, 42, 43,
44,45, 46, 47, 48, and 49.

941 £.S.. W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 112, File Nos., 8, and 11. See also LE.S., W.T.M.R.C,, Folder No., 11,
File No., 35.
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As we can understand from the above table, the grant includes different spectrum of
society: members of the royal family (represented by Princesses Mahsiintd Habtd Mariam
and Sara Gizaw), high ranking military officers (General Kébddd Gibre), traditional
ruling aristocrats (Lej Mir’ed Bayind), foreign nationals (Dr. Hamlen and Pankhrust),
civil-servants (represented by Paulos Nofio), ordinary peoples (9 other peoples), Bétd Rist
Head Office workers, welfare institutions (Mérha Iwuran), and private public association
(Imperial Savings and Home Ownership Public Association). Understandably, the
amount of land granted greatly varied across social classes. In this particular case, for
example, the amount of land granted to persons of the royal family far exceeded that
granted to people of humble origin. This is best exemplified in the amount of land given
to Princesses Mahginti Habti Mariam and Sara Gizaw, and to Ato Paulos Noiio
respectively. High ranking military officers came next. As shown above, foreign
nationals were also favoured. Yet, the most generous land grant went to private public
associations, the Emperor’s radio station and welfare trusts rf:spec:tively.395 The land
which was generously granted to Richard Pankhurst was first given temporarily to his
mother, Silvia Pankhrust, and was located in the vicinity of the Old Air Port. On
December 16, 1966, Birhani Selassié, the General Administrator, was ordered by the
Ministry of the Pen to hand over the land and the house built thereon to Richard

Pankhrust as rist.>®

441 a letter of order written on Nihasé (August) 2, 1952 E.C, from the Ministry of the Pen to the Bétd Rist

Head Office, 100, 000 square meters of land, located in the vicinity of the Old Air Port near Canada
Embassy, was granted to the Imperial Savings and Home Ownership Public Association, see LE.S.,
W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 28. Archival documents revealed that the Emperor also granted lands to his grand
children. For example, 82 gasas of land and two Meélkdfincit, located at Béco Busa in Cdbo and Guraghe
awraja of the province of Siiwa, was granted to the children of Princess Tinafiid Wirq. LE.S.,

W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 1, File No. 1.

%1E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 112, File Nos. 18.
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One of the 15 Head Office workers who received favour in the sight of the sovereign was
Z#gdyd Saifu, son of Agafari Sdyfu Binidbiru. As we have noted in chapter three, Agafari
S#yfu was the first counsel of the Private Domain Office of the Emperor when it was
reorganized in 1941/°42. Siyfu played a crucial role in obtaining above 300 gasas of land
located in Maréiqo from people who were using the land illegally. In 1948, he went to the
area to ensure transfer of ownership but was killed by the losers of the case. At the time
he died, he was the father of seven children including Zigiyid Siifu who was later
employed as assistant clerk in the Head Office. This was followed by land grants to all
his children in recognition of the death of their father. Therefore, Zidgidyi was granted 1,
100, and the other six each 400 square meters of lands located near Princess Séhay

Memorial Hospital (now Tor Hailo¢ Hospital).*”’

6.2. Land Sale

The oldest known documents take back land sales to the 18" century.’®® But it can be
assumed that the practice of selling land must go further back into the past. Nevertheless,
the commoditization of land seems to have reached its apogee in the 20" century. This is
particularly true to the post Italian period, and more specifically to the 1960s and “70s.
Under this sub-theme, therefore, an attempt will be made to examine this point further in

connection with the workings of the Béfd Rist. To this end, we will focus on those land

¥ E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 28, File Nos. 6, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, and 19. Zigiyi Sdifu whom I
interviewed also told me the whole account of the death of his father and related issues with a feeling of
deep sadness even todayt.

**Donald Crummey, “Gondarine Rim Land Sales: An Introductory Description and Analysis,”
Proceedings of the Fifth International Conference of Ethiopian Studies Session B (United States of
America, Chicago, April 13-161978), pp. 469-"72.
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transactions that were evident in the city of Addis Ababa, and in the provinces of Siwa

and Arsi.

The land sale documents deposited in the Wildd Masqél Archives revealed that the Bétd
Rist was a well-organized record keeping institution in the country in general and in the
history of property management institutions in particular. The documents are formal,
clearly and systematically stated, and are legally binding before the law. Such land sale

documents universally applied to all buyers include the following basic elements:

» Logo of the office which reads; “Imperial Ethiopian Government, His Imperial
Majesty Haile Selassie I Bétd Rist, Contract on the Sale of Land.”

b Reference number and date.

» Names of vendor and buyer; location of land decided to be sold; rank of land
(mostly rated from 1 to 5™); amount of land as measured in square meters and
the concomitant price fixed thereat.

» Name and signatures of the buyer and a witness who observed the land
transaction; and name and signature as well as stamp of the vendor institution,
and

» Names, ages, jobs, location of villages, and signatures of three witnesses.

Emperor Haile Selassie earned substantial amount of money from the sale of lands
located both in the provinces and in the city of Addis Ababa. According to one archival
document, as we shall see in more detail below, the the Emperor earned Eth. 2, 000, 000
birr from the sale of 1,000 gasas of land located in Mardqo wdrdda of Haiqo¢ and

Butajira awraja of the province of Sawa.>”

As we have discussed earlier, in Addis Ababa, Haile Selassie possessed a huge amount of

land located, among others, in the districts of Gulldlé Géfdrssa, Little Aqaqé, Princess

91 E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 36, File No. 33. Regarding the formal format of land sale, see annexe
50.
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Sdhay Memorial Hospital, and in the surroundings of the Embassies of Canada and that of

the Kingdom of the Netherlands. According to one document, dated January 22, 197

monarch owned 1, 576, 649 square meters of land.

Table 16: - Amount of land in Addis Ababa that the Emperor held at four places.

3, the

No. | Qadbadlé Cadastral No. | Amount in Squarej
Meters
1 Holland Legation and its | 8421 143, 403
surroundings
> | Little Aqaqé where the Radio Station | - 48,261
of the Imperial Bodyguard stood
3 Lidita wdrdda where the Glass | - 1, 500
Factory stood
4 Near the Square of Abuni Pétros 9133 2, 127
3 Gullilé Gifirssa - 1,380, 728
Total 1,576, 649 |

Source: 1.E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 311, File No. 2.

As we have noted in the first part of this chapter, the Emperor made generous land grants

to a whole spectrum of society from his lands located near Princess Séhay Memorial

Hospital. In the 1950s and 1960s, the extra lands from these land grants and other lands

located in the different parts of the city were sold

out.

It should be pointed out that land sales went through various procedures. When an area of

land was singled out for sale, an Assessment Committee would be formed from among

the workers of the Head Office. The major tasks of this committee were to a) study the

general situation of the land, for example, its size, b) group them in accordance with their

value, and ¢) fix reasonable price on the lands as measured in square meters. On having

finished the above tasks, the Assessment Committee would submit its report to the
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General Administrator who, in turn, would submit it to the Emperor. In the most part,
after the proposal was accepted by the General Administrator, the remaining task was
more of a formality than critical examination of the matter in question. Then the
sovereign automatically would give order to the Ministry of the Pen to write a letter of
order to the Head Office. The decision would be communicated to the public officially
through notices of land sale. To this end, the Office would allocate money to be utilized
for measuring the land and for the parcelling out of the lands to be consigned to buyers.
On having settled the full account, the Béti Rist Office would write a letter to the
concerned office to the effect that buyers were entitled to be given title deeds as
confirmations of the transfer of the land after their names.*”’ Now, let us discuss the

actual land sale practices by providing examples.

As we have noted earlier, Haile Selassie owned lands at 20" Bérii Rist located in the
vicinity of Princess Sihay Memorial Hospital. Most of this land was given to “loyal
servants” of the Crown and to people belonging to different social groups before 1968.
What was left from these generous land grants was sold out to interested individuals. The
parcelling of the land was started on July 1, 1968 as per a prior order given from the
Ministry of the Pen on December 18, 1967. On January 26, 1968, an Assessment
Committee composed of three Head Office workers was formed to study the general
situation of the land and fix the price of lands to be sold out to people. The land that was
decided to be sold measured 50, 000 square meters. Depending on the value of the land,
the Assessment Committee set prices ranging from maximum Eth. 5 birr to minimum

Eth. 2 birr per square meter, which the Managing Director accepted. From the sale of

401 E S, W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 300, File No. 5. Regarding the amount of land that was located in the
neighbourhood of Princess $dhay Memorial Hospital, see annexe 53.
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this land the Emperor earned above Eth. 175, 000 birr.*! This practice of land sale is also
substantiated in a letter of thanks addressed to the Head Office from the chairman of an
Idir (Traditional Self-Help Association) that bought 1, 250 square meters of land at Eth.

2, 500 birr, one square meter sold out for Eth. 2 birr.**

Another area in Addis Ababa where the Emperor sold land was located in Géfiirssa and
Gullalé weirddas as well as in Qiraniyo gdbdlé. In these areas, land sales were started in
1961 and continued to 1973. In these three quarters, 239, 721 square meters of land was
sold out from which the Office got Eth. 144, 765 birr. The lands were given ranks from |
(premium) to 5. Depending on the degree of its use, a square meter of land was sold from
a minimum of Eth. 10 cents to a maximum of Eth. 2 birr.*”® As we explained in chapter
three, lands that were sold out in Gullilé werdda had originally been bought in 1956 from
an Armenian named Hailu Yaqob Baghdasarian at Eth. 180, 000 birr.* In addition to
this, the Office got Eth. 3, 211, 200 birr from the sale of 401, 400 square meters of land

located near the Embassy of the Netherlands."”

In Arada gdbdlé of Dédja¢ Wubé Sifér, the Emperor held 32, 675 square meters of land

that the Emperor inherited from Weizcro Tisémé Abayirga. Some time around 1965 this

“pid.

492E0r details on the location, amount, and brief history of the Emperor’s lands see L.E.S., W.T.M.R.C,,
Folder No., 11, File No. 35. Details on the amount of land granted to people and institutions are given in
L.E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 1, File No. 4. Regarding the amount of money obtained from the sale of
land see folder No. 112, File No. 11. We have also accounts of land sale in T#kld Haymanot wdrdda, 1.E.S.,
W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 227, File Nos. 22.

“For particular details on the years when lands were sold, amount of land people bought, price of land per
square meter; location of land sold, and amount of money the office earned, see L.E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder
No., 110, File Nos. 1-77.

40%Erom this area a square meter of land was sold for Eth. 10 cents, LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 94, File
No. 22. The full records by which the land was transferred from Hailu Yaqgb to the Bétd Rist Office is
deposited at L.E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 5, File No. 15. Records of land sales in this area are also
deposited at L.E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 28, File No. 8. Regarding lands sold in Qaraniyo gdabalé refer
to .E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 112, File No. 40.

451 E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 112, File Nos. 42, 44, and 51.
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land was decided to be sold to 76 tenants, a square meter of land for Eth. 10 birr. From

this land Haile Selassie earned Eth. 326, 756 birr and 7 cents.*®®

As we can understand from the aforesaid account, the price of lands drastically decreased
as one moves from the city center to the subrubs. This is precisely observed by Bahru
when he said: “...price of Arada land was the highest, an index of its central location.”"’
As noted above, in Arada a square meter of land was sold for Eth. 10 birr; in the vicinity
of Princess Sidhay Memorial Hospital price ranges from Eth. 2 to 5 birr, and in Guldllée

and Gafiirssa werddas, a square meter of land was sold for a minimum of Eth. 10 cents

and a maximum of 2 birr.

The province of Arsi experienced one of the largest and most intensified land transactions
in Ethiopia in the post Italian period. Land sale in the province of Arsi started in 1954.
According to receipt vouchers prepared for the year 1954, the Office earned Eth. 6, 038
birr from land sale.*®® Areas with a major pull effect in this respect were those located on
the right and left sides of the Awa$ River. For example, 274 gasas of land located in
Miirti wérdda of Arba Gugu awraja were sold for Eth. 242, 315 birr, a gasa of land being
sold on the average for Eth. 884 birr. The lands were sold out to high ranking government
officials and to aristocrats. The reason for such attraction is obvious in that the Awas
valley, among others, is one of the most irrigable rivers in Ethiopia that supplies
continous and sufficient amount of water to make irrigation agriculture possible
throughout the year. Moreover, its proximity to the city of Addis Ababa attracted the

attention of buyers as most were from the capital. The presence of an all weather road is

4061 E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 29, File No. 19.

“0'Bahru Zawde, “Early Safars of Addis Ababa, Patterns of Evolution™ Proceedings of the International
Symposium on the Centenary of Addis Ababa (Addis Ababa, November 24-25, 1986), p. 47.

“S1E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 194, File No. 14.
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also another stimulus for buyers, a situation that enabled them to inspect and supervise

their farms easily.

In connection with the above land sale, the Ddrg accused the Béti Rist Office of illegal
land sale from government lands. According to a 1975 report, the Emperor owned 81
gasas of land in the valley of the Awas registered in the name of the Bétd Rist. This being
the truth, the report tells us, government lands located along the drainage basin of the
Awas River which were covered with dense forest were sold out to officials and
aristocrats and that pastoralists who lived there for a long period of time were forced to
vacate the area by force without compensation. Similar stories of land sales were also

seen in Jiju wdrdda of this same awraja.

Table 17: - Names of some government officials who bought land from the Bétd Rist, its

amount as measured in gasa, and amount paid.

No | Name of Officials Amount of land | Amount Paid (Eth. Birr)
1 Scihafé Ti’izaz Aklilu Habtd Wild 10 10, 000

2 Ato Akald Wirq Habtd Wild 10 10, 000

3 Lieutenant General Dirdsé Dubali 30 6, 000

4 Ato Getadaw Gibrd Yohannis 8 6, 000

5 Ato Abitiw G#bréd Yasus 4 4, 000

6 Bitwadiid Ziwde Gibrd Hiwot 10 Not specified

7 Ddijazmac Silomon Abréham S Not specified

8 Fitawraré Kidand Mariam 6 Not specified

Source: Addis Zimdn, Thursday, Hidar (November) 19, 1967 EC,p 1;and 7.

As clearly shown in the above table a gasa of land was sold out for Eth. 1, 000 birr (refer

to nos. 1, 2, and 5); Eth. 750 birr (refer to no. 4); and for Eth. 200 birr (refer to no. 3). The
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above information is reinforced by archival documents as well. According to a receipt
voucher prepared by the main treasury office which was given to a buyer on January 15,
1974, one square meter of land located at Worénso Dino gdbdlé, Mirté werdda of Arba
Gugu awraja was sold out for Eth. 1, 000 birr. 2% This variation in the price of land was
perhaps resulted in either on the potential of the area or the will of the Emperor which in
itself might have been conditioned in either service rendered to the Crown or in political

and military calculations as well as in how much people were close to the Emperor.

The Bétéi Rist also sold much land in the province of Sawa. Two of the eleven awrajas
from where the Office sold out a huge amount of land were Haiqo¢ and Butajira, and
Cibo and Guraghe. The practice was started in the 1940s and continued down to the
1970s. According to one application letter dated April 13, 1957, the Bétd Rist put on sale
240 gasas of land located in Mardqo wardda.*'® However, it was on March 31, 1965 that
an official order was given through the Ministry of the Pen to the effect that the
Emperor’s rist lands located in Mardqo wirdda were put aside for sale.*!' Moreover,
between 1972 and 1975, the Office sold 67 gasas of land located in Marfqo wdrdda at
Wonté, Wonté Ripé, Ripe, Qoro, Riipé Qoro, Tora, Tora Midid, Jido Kombil, Abuluqa,
Loqé, Logé Ripé, Cufana, Lelato, Midid, Wirdigéso gébdles alone. As clearly indicated
in the official land sale document, people who bought lands in these gdbdiles numbered
243: 94 aliga, and 149 minzir1? In Wonté and Bodété gdbdiles alone the Emperor earned

Eth. 67, 000 birr.*"> On aggregate, 1,000 gasas of land were sold out in Mardqo wdrdda

4097 E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 334, File Nos. 14 and 15.

4101 E 5. W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 181, File No. 18.

411 E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 186, File No. 6.

412The details of these land transactions are deposited at LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 21, File Nos. 1-
94. See also Folder No. 186, File No. 5.

M3 1 ES., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 1, File No. 2.
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of Haiqo¢ and Butajira awraja from which the Office collected more than Eth. 2, 000,

000 birr.*"*

Sometimes, the Office and the Ministry of Agriculture came into disagreements over land
ownership. One of the places that brought the two into a misunderstanding was located at
Abirnossa gdbdlé in Adamé Tulu wiirdda of Haiqo¢ and Butajira awrgja. In this area the
Bétéi Rist Office won 550 gasas of land which was sold out to interested individuals in

the 1960s.*1°

Another area of the province of $iwa where land was sold out was Tulu Bido, an area
located in Goro mikitil wérdda (sub-district), Wolgité wiirdda of Cibo and Guraghe
awraja. In this awraja the Emperor owned about 130 gasas of land. The land was
decided to be sold in January 197446 How much money the Bétd Rist earned and the
price of land fixed per gasa in this area, we do not know. But, from the information that
we have provided above, and given the potential of the area as a whole, we may say that
the Emperor might have earned a significant amount of money from the sale of these

lands.

#4This information is obtained from a complaint letter written on Magabit (March) 3, 1967 E.C. by Ato
Tadzsi Wandimu, overseer for the Bétd Rist Office of Maréiqo employed in 1946 E.C. who served in the
Office for about 24 years, to the Bétd Rist Head Office, L.E.S., W.T.M.R.C,, Folder No., 36, File No. 33.
4151 § S, W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 186, File No. 53.

491 £ 5. W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 340, File No. 28. In 1940 E.C. the Bétd Rist Office sold land located in
Cirgir wdrdda of Raya and Azébo awragja of the province of Tigray, Folder No., 216, File No. 2.
According to information culled from the Derg period, his children also sold lands in the provinces. For
example, the Emperor and other members of the royal family owned 12, 000 gasas of land in the province
of Hariirgé. Out of this, the Emperor owned 1, 144 gasas; Prince Mékonnén, the Duke of Harir, 7, 372
gasas; Princess Tinafifid Wirq 1, 548; Crown Prince Asfa Wissin 1, 525; Empress Minin 98; and Prince
Sahla Selassie 74 gassa. Prince Mikonnén sold 6, 960 gasas of land located in Boté wiirdda of Habro
awraja and earned Eth. 602, 699 birr and 50 cents, a gasa of land being sold on average for Eth. 87 birr;
Addis Zémdn, Hidar (November) 29, 1967 E.C, p. L.
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One final point that we have to raise before we leave this part is that the 1960s witnessed,
as explained before, the highest land sale activities undertaken both in urban and rural
areas. The following graph summarizes the intensity of land sale that were undertaken in
Haiqo¢ and Butajira, and Cébo and Guragé awrajas of the provinces of Séiwa and in Arba

Gugu awraja of the province of Arsi.

The Trend in Land Sales
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Source: Compiled from the information given above.

6.2.1. Land Sale Related Problems

The management office faced several challenges pertaining to land sale practices. This
was particularly true to land sale activities undertaken in the provinces. In Addis Ababa,
there were no major problems and thus the tasks were accomplished more or less
peacefully. The major challenges were a) problems created at the time land was to be

transferred to buyers. This is by far the most recurrent problem that we see down to the
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first two years since the old regime was overthrown by the popular revolution, and has
internal and external dimensions, too; b) rebellions from local communities, and ¢)
intrigues made between some corrupt OVersecrs, local halabatas, and awraja level

government officials. The following examples would clarify this matter better.

According to a letter of complaint written on October 19, 1971 by the counsel of the Bétd
Rist Office of Haiqo¢ and Butajira awraja to the Head Office, the people of Jido Kombiil
qcibdlé staged a rebellion and offered a great challenge on the transfer of land to buyers.
As explained in detail in the appeal letter, the major rebellion broke out in 1970. The
leader of the rebellion was Afo Warso Tuké. The Office aptly predicted the outbreak of
the rebellion. This is evident from the fact that Ao Warso and his accomplices were first
bribed with 5 gasas of land so as to prevent problems and possible outbreak of a
rebellion. But, unsatisfied with what they were given, and as expected, they fomented

rebellion. The main features of the rebellion were:

¥ Prohibited people from receiving lands which they bought from the Office by
saying: “the Bétd Rist possessed no land in this area, it is ours.”

# Intrigued with awraja level governors and officials with the intention of owning
the lands for them.

b Threatened the wrdda judges of whipping for they gave verdict in favour of the
Emperor.

¥ Persuaded the local community to rise against the Bérd Rist’s move of land sale,

bought weapons and armed the people.417

4171 E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 340, File No. 13.
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As we can understand again from the appeal letter, the revolt was suppressed for a time;
and the offenders were sued for their actions in the awraja court, proved criminal and
were punished with imprisonment and money. Latter, they were set free with instruction
not to commit similar problems in the future. Not long before, however, the rebellion
broke out again. Warso and several others resumed what they did before: disturbed
buyers; and declared the land their own holding. At this time, buyers appealed to the
overseer. Then the case was investigated in the awraja police and their activity was
discovered. As a result, two of the offenders, who were captured, were served three
months in prison. An order was also given to hunt down four men who disappeared. As
for those people who were set free on bail during the first rebellion, their sureties were
told to bring them before court. But, they wvere unable to bring them out. Because of this,
the guarantors were made to pay a fine of Eth. 200 birr because they undertook to pay in
the likely case that the culprits would not appear personally at court to defend their
positions. The overseer also made clear that the ringleaders of the rebellion won the
support of a certain Fitawrari Asrati Gétanih; dish out the 5 gasas that they received
from the Bétd Rist to people who came to their side. To add insult to injury, the awrgja
level judges showed their readiness to back the instigators. As a result of this, buyers
became unable to obtain the land after they they settled the full account and paid tax to

the government, and the problem continued unsolved for about two years.418

Problems of giving land to buyers as per the stipulated provisions which were clearly
stated in the land sale contract abound and are reflected several times in the archives.

This was particularly true in the last five years before the collapse of the old regime. For

8 1hid.
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example, some people bought land located in the vicinity of the Holland Legation
(between the Legation and the Church of Qdraniyo Médahinétd Aldm) in 1974. This was
the time when the tottering old regime was on the brink of collapse. Thus, it was
overthrown before the land was totally handed over to buyers. As a result, we see buyers
applying for the return of the money that they paid in advance to the treasury office."’
This clearly illustrates the impact of the revolution on land transactions. With the military
takeover of power, the Office was prohibited from further selling and transfer of land.
The Béti Rist on its part tried its best to solve such kinds of recurrent problems by
returning the money that they paid in advance. Refunds were also done when people, who
paid advance money for a given land in a given area, discovered that the land was
infertile.*° In this particular situation, however, the problem was partly created by buyers
because they should have checked the land before they paid the advance money. At
times, problems were created when buyers failed to settle accounts in accordance with the
time line set to do so.**' However, some of the problems pertaining to land transfer to
buyers continued unresolved for a period of six ytf:ars.422 In most cases, the applicants
presented two options: return of the money that they paid in advance, and if this became
impossible they asked land as a substitute from other areas. Sometimes, the Office
delayed the transfer of the lands in the hope of selling at higher prices to other individuals
which indirectly highlights the tendency of asking extra amount against what the official
land sale contract pronounced. The land sale document was legally binding and would

bring responsibility to the office. So, the only way to secure the land back was making

Z;ZSee for example LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 112, File No. 29.

421I.E.’S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 112, Fi'le No. 31. See also in Folder No. 186, File No. 43.
LE.S., W.T.M.R.C,, Folder No., 112, File No. 11.

421 E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 186, File No. 28.
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people feel bored with excessive delay with the intention of forcing them to the refunding
of the advance money they first paid. This was particularly done by corrupt Overscers. An
overseer so implicated several times with acts of corruption was E8ité Yigzaw, overseer
of the Bétd Rist Office of the province of Arsi. On February 15, 1971, an order from the
Ministry of the Pen was given to the effect that the amount of land that was located at
Tora gdibdlé, in Lanfro mikitil werdda (sub district), Silté wdrdda of Haiqo¢ and Butajira
awraja of the province of $swa, be measured after which the Bétd Rist Office would sale
the extra land to interested individuals. Under the cover of this official order, however,
Eité sold the lands to people he chose. He did this with the collaboration of the local
balabats and wdrdda governors.423 Sometimes he forced buyers to move to other areas
against the land sale contract and against their interests under the pretext that the land for
which buyers applied first was insufficient to give to all people who paid advance

payment.***

Even after the military assumed power, the Bétd Rist Office was accused of failure to
neither surrender the land for which people paid in advance nor refund the advance
payment to buyers. Some people even threatened the Office to take the case to court; and
when they asked the return of the advance payment, they included interest and costs of
lawyers."‘25 Such delay in the transfer of lands to buyers was damaging especially for
those people who borrowed money from banks. They had to pay interest to banks for

years while the land for which they paid advance money was not transferred promptly.'f'26

31 E S W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 186, File No. 46.

4 E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 186, File No. 33.

ZZI.E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 186, File Nos. 28, 29, 37, and 40.
LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 186, File Nos. 39, and 45.
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An example of an appeal letter written on June 16, 1973 that summarises the problems
conveyed in the many letters to the Bérd Rist, and that vividly illustrates the problems we

have mentioned above reads:

11960 9.9° et cok vt o7t AUHN POUET Aa Ao 1187 @
AFEOT 3 U PUN +FavANT hep- (54 MhedTs 38 POALO NG oy
PRI AR 085k Y42 QAR JLA 0o e PINL@- NJ 5 o avgp
AT PO 1chl, 16 #7 1961 2.9° 438 Tiv 0 (1, 000) +0& hee INC:
OHELT UL @50 8T@- ALNT G007 Add-Ax (i GO Ft AT Navkg k44 AN
whE MATFo WPAT U NAM FANEAY. aoge U hATPOAU-g::
Phadbet 4hkC €PC 028307 10+ He poyanphto- DLt} AT KT

NISUT KM PALE Pha.Ah-T A3 Gu C ATRLAAANT @7

According to information told to me about land that was to be sold in 1960
E.C., and afier I see the land about three times, I undertook in 1961 E.C.
to buy 5 gasas of land located at Bodéty Hirdpo in Lanfiro qbdilé of
Haiqo¢ and Butajira awraja, and paid on August 16, 196] E. C., Eth I,
000 birr advance payment after which 6 years lapsed, My receipt number
is 028307, In these years, I shutiled between your offices in Mdgé and
Addis Ababa more than 5 times. Y. et, 1.did not receive the land. What [ am
applying now is that if possible let me buy the land if not let the 1, 000

advance money I paid be returned to me.

427I.E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 186, File No. 43. Some times, buyers were asked arrears for the land
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Whenever problems of the above kinds arose, the Bétd Rist tried to tackle them into two
ways. Buyers were given one of two options: refund of the advance payment or taking
substitutes from other areas. A representative of the several response letters of the above

kinds written on October 1, 1973 by Td$omi Wagaw reads:

OGP MPAL M MEHTG (7B h0-¢E hoLTi®- et Cok o4t Aavol
MePm pNe PhZAP PTLIO0 10 (7PEP av(lt enPeTT avbt NG LTT
AT QAAFFA OhLat T3HA Ah A2Lavst aveA Wi%lhe Antaoat 27

PoeL P8 (LU AGHP PHLALA@Y vt (1ovfi Phaa-t TiHN ATEPANNP

ROk PREDS KILTYL. 8. OCRPY hH IBD- WIGPCO-AT hGanaaT:">

It is to be recalled that you have asked to buy land from the Bétd Rist
located in Haiqo¢ and Butajira awraja and paid qédbd [advance payment],
and that it is difficult to give the land for which you have asked as per
your request, and that it is decided that you would receive lands
equivalent to the land for which you have asked that fits the amount you
have paid. When you are unwilling in this, the advance payment would be
refundable afier the land reserved for you will be sold. Thus, we inform

you to make us know your choice from among the two options.

Incidentally, the above letter was addressed to the person whom we have already met
above. The important point in this letter is that the Bétd Rist accepted its problems. But,
when its efficiency is evaluated, it is more like the saying “justice delayed, justice
denied.” Because the complainant paid the advance money in 1968 and the Office

responded towards the end of 1973. In the intervening years, the person suffered a lot

ibid.
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without meeting his objective. By the same token, many people were destined to

encounter such problems.

In general, the intervention of the Bétd Rist Head Office to address problems of the above
kinds was too late. When it happened, it is identified to be unfair as people were not
entitled to receive the lands for which they applied first and paid advance money; and
when money was decided to be refunded, they had to wait until lands would be sold from
other areas that were to be given to them as a substitute.*” Delay to surrender lands in
anticipation of bribe; tendency to sale the land twice to other individuals with higher
prices after receiving advance money first from other peoples; attempts to give land to
buyers against their choice, fraud in the form of receiving money before showing the land
to buyers first; trying to persuade buyers to receive lands that were less fertile than the
lands for which they applied and paid advance money finitally; and too much delay in
refunding of advance payment are identified as the major weaknesses of the management
office. This does not mean, however, that the Office was totally insensitive when such
problems were created. Many practical measures were indeed taken to tackle and mitigate
inconveniences pertaining to land sale. To add insult to injury, however, the 1974 popular

revolution posed a major challenge in the transfer of lands to buyers as most of the

“2’Some times people who paid advance money became reluctant to take the land for which they applied
first despite the Office urged them to receive the land. According to an appeal letter written on Miigabit
(March) 12, 1966 E.C to the Bétdi Rist Head Office from buyers who paid advance money for lands located
in Miqé gabdlé of Haiqo¢ and Butajira awrgja, the main problem was delay on the part of the Office to
hand over the lands. In this particular case, the applicants numbered 7 and paid Eth. 44, 000 birr in advance
for 43 gasas of land, at the rate of a gasa for Eth. 2, 000 birr. The applicants resented the office to which,
between Ginbot (May) 1965 E.C and Yikatit (February) 1966 E.C, they wrote complaint letters five times
but to no avail; LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 186, File No. 48. Sometimes, the Office showed a given
land to buyers at the time they paid the advance money. At the time of hand over they were asked to take
lands from other areas whose potentials were not like the lands that they first choose, but stony, infertile,
and arid desert. For which reason, they asked the return of the advance payment, LE.S., W.T.M.R.C,,
Folder No., 186, File Nos. 63, 53, 70, 73, and 78.
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problems continued unsolved down to the first two years after the old order was

overthrown.

In the first part of the next chapter, we have tried to examine the amount of land that the
Emperor granted to whole strata of society. The next chapter is exclusively devoted to the
amount and kinds of properties that the Emperor generously donated to philanthropic

activities and for the promotion of public health and higher educational institutions in the

country.
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Chapter Seven: Philanthropy
In the preceding two chapters an attempt was made to consider land grants from the
Emperor to different groups of society and his concern in dealing with the problems of
tenants. An equally crucial component of the life and career of the Emperor that deserves
special treatment is his sensitivity for the care and rehabilitation of the aged, orphaned,
children and other people with disabilities, the destitute, and social outcasts without
necessarily neglecting the concern and sensitivity that he demonstrated in improving the
conditions of the general public in light of the history of the Béta Rist Office. But, before
we look into the details of the continuous moral and material support that the Emperor
gave to improve the conditions of the above groups of people I found it necessary to pose
the following questions: what were the reasons that impelled the monarch to extend
support to the aged, orphaned, people with disabilities, the destitute and social outcasts?
Were the concerns and sensitivities that the Emperor showed purely philanthropic or
convey latent ends for example to achieve far-reaching political objectives? Regarding
the last question, as we shall see after a while, the fact is that the Emperor was truly
philanthropic. However, concern and sensitivity to society would naturally produce a
sense of indebtedness, appreciation, approval, and loyalty in the mind of the general
public in general and in the hearts of those who received direct support from the Emperor
in particular. Applicants for support used expressions that highlighted the sovereign’s
philanthropic gestures such as “Father and Mother of the Poor”, a pointer to what he did
in the care and rehabilitation of the orphaned, “Hope for the Infirm”, a pointer to his
constant support to the aged, “The Cure of Ethiopia”, a pointer to what he did in the area

of health care for the needy and to people who had leprosy, “The Light of Ethiopia”, a
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pointer to what the Emperor did in the care and rehabilitation of the blind. We can at least
propose three factors that bent the attitude of the Emperor along altruistic lines. Let us
start with the social factor. It is common for people demonstrate practical social concerns
towards destitute people and those having health disorders. These virtues have long been
embedded in the cultures of the Ethiopian peoples. This is true largely due to the fact that
the Ethiopian society is structured along strong family and clan lines that demanded
members to help each other when they faced different challenges. As a result, helping
each other and particularly the needy has long been cherished among Ethiopians as a
mark of behaviour. Such an attitude towards the destitute, and people with disabilities has
been emphasized in the belief systems of the Ethiopian peoples as well. If we take the
two major religions - Islam and Christianity- compassion towards such groups of society
is expressly put in Holy Scriptures as proof of genuine Islamic and Christian living. For
example, alms-giving to the needy is one of the five principles of Islam. Christian holy
scriptures are also replete with accounts of philanthropic activities that followers are
expected to take part in. A member of the Ethiopian society, brought up under strict
indoctrination of the Gospel that speaks the most about virtues of genuine Christian

living it is no wonder that the monarch believed that he had to help the neddy.

The family, as one crucial social institution, played a major role in shaping the minds of
its members. Informants unanimously told me that his father, Ras Mikonnin, was a
benevolent person who greatly influenced the attitude of his son along humanitarian
lines. Ras Mikonnin used to nourish the destitute of the town of Harir, a sensitivity that
continued in greater urgency by his son. From 1913 to 1935, for example, under the

direction of T#firi, Migibc Rihuban (Food for the Starved) was prepared in the Church of
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Adiré Tiqo (Harir town) and was given out each day to some 300 destitute. A similar
table referred to as Ma’edd Silassie (Table of Trinity) was also prepared from 1924 to
1935 inside the premise of the Génnitd Le’ul Palace and was given out each day to

destitute people of the city of Addis Ababa.*”

The other factor that planted attitudes of welfare activities in the mind and heart of the
Emperor is his exposure to the external world. This is particularly true to the period of
Italian occupation when he spent these years in England in exile. In his stay, the self-
exiled monarch and the royal family experienced the kind of welfare activities that the
royal families of Great Britain made which greatly influenced them in making a more

strengthened welfare activity back home.*!

When we turn to the main inquiry of this chapter, we find Haile Selassie as one who laid
down the first layers of welfare activities in Ethiopia. He was a prominent and defining
example of philanthropy in the country and a vital current diffusing and stimulating
hopes, strength, life, bright future, and joy to the aged, orphaned, and people with
disabilities, social outcasts, and the destitute. His tender sensitivity to the Ethiopian
people in general and to the above sections of society in particular leaped over ethnic,
religious, linguistic, geographical, and cultural barriers. He took personal initiatives to
establish several social and welfare institutions which were financed, in part or fully, by

income generated from his personal properties such as lands or estates, houses, and from

4301 formants: Gétadiw Mahtimi Selassie, Afo Abira Moltot, Qdffiazmac Sahlé Ayu, Ato Zigiya Sifu,
Ato Kibidi Fistissi. Regarding the two special tables prepared under the direction of Téafiri see Abira
Jumbiré, Yi Qddamawe Haile Selassie Bago Adragot Dirijit Meimdsirét (The Establishment of the Haile
Selassie | Welfare Trust) (Addis Ababa: Birhan ena Silam Qddamawe Haile Selassie Press. 1952 E.C.), p.
30.

#lwondimteka Shiferaw, “Sabata Merha Ewuran School for the Blind”, B.A thesis in History (Addis
Ababa University: 1983), pp. 11-12. See also Sissay Berhane, “A History of Rehabilitation for the Blind in
Ethiopia Since 19417, M.A. thesis in History (Addis Ababa University: 2006), pp. 56-57.
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other commercial concerns. In addition to government support mostly given in the form
of grants-in-aid, the Emperor formed the principal financial aide behind institutions that

rendered social services of different kinds in the country.

The Emperor was a model for others to emulate and was a major doner to many social
projects and his generosity encouraged others to be more involved in improving the
conditions of the destitute. Such exemplary works, as we shall see in detail in connection
with the history of some social and welfare institutions, inspired other members of the

royal family to invest their time and property, too.

For example, the Ethiopian Women Welfare Institution about which we do not know
much was established in 1927 E.C. by Princes Séhay Haile Selassie. Princes Ténafifia
Wirq was its president, and Empress Ménin its patron. During the war of 1935/°36 the
Foundation rendered support to the patriots in the form of providing ration, medicine, and
served as an intelligence centre of the Ethiopian patriots concerning the position of the
adversary. After the occupation was over, the Foundation established an orphanage
school known as Tinsaé Birhan in 1942. According to information obtained from 1961,
56 students up brought in this child care centre joined higher institutions; 28 of them led
married life; and 70 of them were employed in the civil service. In the meantime, there
were 104 students attending school.** Empress Minidn also used to support some
destitute orphaned children before she passed away in 1962. After her death, these
destitute children were given financial support from the asrat (tithe) reserve of the Bétd

Rist. ™

82 g 4dis Zéiman, 21 Year, No. 184, 1953 E.C.
315§ W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 1, ¢. ». #. (L., FileNo., 17.
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Another member of the royal family who took part in social activity was Crown Prince
Asfa Wiissin. In the 1950s, he donated 10, 000 square metres of land located in the town

3% 111 addition to this, he and his wife

of Dissé for the establishment of a public school.
Princess Médfirias Wirq Abibd donated a house to the Haile Selassie I Foundation
which is estimated to be Eth. 30, 000 birr. Five gadas of land located in Gindd Bérit
districtof Jibat and Mécga awraja of the province of Sdwa was also generously granted to

the Foundation from Empress Minin,*

Among the aristocracy, Ras Mésfin Sild§ made generous land grants and other donations
for the expansion of modern education. On December 8, 1962, he granted 38 gasas of
land to the Managing Director of the Schools in the Governorate General of Kéffa
situated 36 kilometres away from the town of Jimma in the northern direction together
with the title deed and a document that confirmed the transfer of the property. Moreover,
the ras granted 25, 000 square metres of land located in the town of Gimbi for the

construction of school.**

Outside of the above strata of society, there were rich people who made different
donations to support the activities of welfare institutions and for the establishment of
social institutions. Wéizdro Asidd Tiklé, for example, donated 62, 823 square meters of
land located at a place in Addis Ababa called Nifas Silk to Princess Sidhay Memorial

Hospital and Eth. 30, 000 birr to St. Paul Hospital.**” Another woman who made

By Ityopiya Dimse (Voice of Ethiopia), 8" Year, No. 109, Thursday, Mégabit (March) 5, 1955 E.C.

5 Addis Zdamén: Ginbot (May) 25, 1953 E.C.

36 g ddis Zaman: 22™ Year, No. 543, Tahisas (December) 2, 1955 E.C. Regarding the land grants that Ras
Imru made to peasants, refer to Kapuscinski, P. 32,

4°7A§édﬁ was born in 1885 E.C. in Tidgulat. In 1905 E.C., she was married to Muse Minas Harbegian, may
be an Armenian national, and lived together for 40 years. She passed away on Haml¢ (June) 12, 1945 E.C.
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generous donations to welfare institutions was Waldtd lyésus Gabrd Kristos. Originally
she was a Turkish national who came to Ethiopia at the age of twenty, became
naturalized and married to a certain Fitawrari Gibra Kristos Téfdri and begot two
children by him. After she lost her husband and her two children, she spent the rest of her
life helping the destitute. Before she passed away on April 22, 1964, she donated all her
property located in Addis Ababa, Dire Dawa, Harir, and in Ad’a wdrdda, which was

estimated to be Eth. 110, 000 birr, to support the blind school.**®

Now let us look into the social facet of the Emperor’s career by providing pertinent
examples on the amount and kind of donations that he rendered to establish and finance
different social and humanitarian institutions mainly in the context of the history of the
Bétd Rist. Our journey in this chapter spans the periods from 1921 to 1975 as we shall
examine his career in this direction both as Téfdri, the heir, and Haile Selassie, the

Emperor.

The first set of philanthropic activities, as we have noted above, were laid down on June
7, 1921 when Ras Téfdri, heir to the Ethiopian throne, established Bétd Sclihom also
known as Bétd Nédayan, a Home for the Aged at the Monastery of Débri Libanos. This
was presumably the earliest welfare institution that the country saw under his auspices.
The selection of June 7 is not without reason. Six years before he founded this home, viz.,
on June 7, 1915, Ddjazmac Tafiri escaped miraculously the peril of death from a
capsized boat at Lake Aldmaya (now Haromaya). Thus, in memory of it as a very

important date of thanks giving to God, the heir established the home to support destitute

and buried at the St. George Church, Addis Ababa, Arada; Addis Zaman: 23™ Year, No. 899, Tahisas
(December) 7, 1957 E.C.

438The properties so donated to the school included gold, money in cash, lands and houses; Addis Zaman:
Ginbot (May 14), 1957 E.C.
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aged people. 4bba Hana Jima (1895-1960), a monk, father confessor, confidant of the
Emperor, and keeper of the Emperor’s privy purse (money used for the monarch’s private
expenses), and Abba Wiildd Yohannis played important roles in its establishment. Abba

Hana was particularly its administrator from the very beginning.43 ?

T#firi’s speech at the inaugural ceremony of the Home reveals that the heir was very
much concerned in improving the conditions of the destitute, and his heart was filled with

welfare activities from the very beginning even before he became an Emperor:

Wy PRAFERP a0t AAD @G T @t (A AG 09 POLETT 1487
AFFAT 16 APCET PHNAYLIITHT 189° W8T v+ hET 44 0% 109 LU
1807 WILONF (L PNgG oGt PAANTSS P47 PNTeT 1£04ANTN AOFF
AFhAYRIET N P28d? +hd AeAT! Aclaval hheded® (LB PhifT AmOA
AAeg® ARG PRIOT AL AGPTC e BT (L APM e id 7LD

QI 10 Weh NF@F PILe@: AT ANTISTS hhd PAATOT vt (PCST

NAL&a®- (FFATS (@AY 1IC MGG AANL £U7T foomef (LT hebehry, oAyt

According to the above speech, the things that aroused his interest to establish the Home
was the problems that destitute aged people, who went there seeking either cure or to
permanently live there as a monk or nun faced, information which he got from people

who saw their heart-breaking conditions. The Home ran also a clinic and a chapel

439 Abdira, p. 63. Abdra Jumb#ré was Vice Managing Director of the Haile Selassie 1 Foundation. At the
inaugural ceremony of the Foundation he recalled that the Emperor started humanitarian activities forty
years back while he was heir to the throne and when he established a Home for the Aged called Bétd
S#lihom at the Monastery of Dibri Libanos on Ginbot (May) 30, 1913 E.C, Addis Zdmén: Ginbot (May)
27,1952 E.C. Regarding the reason and outcome of'the capsized boat and other related minute details, refer
to Tikli Hawariat Tikli Mariam, Autobiography (Addis Ababa: Addis Ababa University Press, 1998
E.C.), pp. 222-225. On the relationship of the Emperor with Abba Hana see Christopher Clapham, Haile
Selassie's Government (England: Longman, 1969), pp. 94-95. To support the activities of the Home, the
Emperor granted 19 gasas of land in Silalé awraja, Annexe 72.

440 4 ddis Zameén: Miskirim (September) 12, 1958 E.C., also in The Ethiopian Herald Vol. IV, No. 340,
January 4, 1963 (Tahsas 26, 1955 E.C); Addis Zdmdn: Hamlé (July) 16, 1955 E.C.
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attached to it. At first it sustained 30 nuns and 15 monks. From 1921 to 1965, 3, 250
destitute aged people were taken care of at this home. Private properties that the Emperor
generously donated to the Home so as to sustain it includes lands in the provinces and

houses in Addis Ababa.

On June 23, 1942, the Emperor granted 10 gasas of land located in Aboté wdrdda of
Silalé awraja of the province of $iwa to Bétd Silihom Home for the Aged.441 A report

compiled in 1964 raised the above figure to 19 gas’as.442

The second important area of social activity in which Ras Téfdri played a crucial part was
in the promotion of public health. Under his direction and order, Hakim Wirqnih ESété

established Béti Saida Hospital in 1923.%3 The naming of the hospital has Biblical roots:

After this there was a feast of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.
Now there is in Jerusalem by the sheep gate of a pool, which is called in
Hebrew, Bethesda, having five porches. In these lay a great multitude of
sick people, blind, lame, paralyzed, waiting for the moving of the water.
For an angel went down at a certain time into the pool and stirred up the
water; then whoever stepped in first, after the stirring of the water, was

made well of whatever disease he had.**

As we continue reading some verses down, we meet a man who had an infirmity for

about thirty-eight years whom Jesus Christ made automatically well without the usage of

#11 ES,, W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 64, ¢. ». #. (L., File No., 36.

2] £ S W T.M.R.C., Folder No., 197, . 2. . (L., File No., 28. See also annexe 72.

3 Abira, p. 71.

44The New King James Bible, (Thomas Nelson Inc., 1980), the Gospel According to John Chapter 5
Verses 1-9 pp. 1036-1037.
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the water. In short, Bétid Saida was a place of cure. What is more relevant to our purpose
here is the kind of donation that the heir made for the fulfilment of the objectives of the
hospital. The land and the houses where the hospital stood, that is 2" Bt Rist, were his
rist and private properties which he inherited from Wiiizéro Tisimé Abayirga. Later this

hospital was renamed Haile Selassie [ Hospital which is now Yakatit 12 Hospital.*

Another important medical centre established on June 23, 1947 was the St. Paul Hospital.
It was established to give medical treatment for the destitute.**® The land where the
hospital stood which measured 32, 004 square meters was the rist of the Emperor.**” The
Emperor also donated money to finance some of its activities. The income obtained from
the sale of 39 gasas of land located in Wiliso awraja at a place called Tulu Bido was

1_448

given to the Ministry of Public Health to support the St. Paul Hospita Moreover,

beginning from September 1955, the Bétd Rist Office used to cover the salary of an

expatriate nurse employed in the hospital who received Eth. 400 birr per month A9

The other pressing social and humanitarian issue that captured the attention of both the
Emperor and the Empress was the care and rehabilitation of orphans. Some became

orphans for they lost their parents at the time of delivery; others were deserted; and still

43 Abira, p. 71.

“57pid, pp. 74 and 88. On Hidar (November) 24, 1945 E.C. it came under the administration of a Board of
Directors. One of the six board members was Négadras Birhani Selassé Abayiré, General Administrator of
the Bétd Rist Office.

W1 4 adis Zéiman: 25" Year, No. 210, Friday Nihasé(August) 28, 1957 E.C. For the official order that was
given through the Ministry of the Pen, refer to annexe 63.

81 E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 90, ¢. . #*. (L., File No., 196.

#9114 letter of order written on Tir (January) 18, 1948 E.C. from the Ministry of the Pen, The Bétd Rist
Office was ordered to give Eth. 400 birr per month to the St. Paul hospital which was to be a salary to a
nurse of foreign national by the name Ruzica Petkovic, L.E.S., W.T.M.R.C,, Folder No., 197, ¢. 2. #. (L.,
File No., 28. Also in Folder No. 11, File No. 25, and Folder No. 11, File No. 40. The Emperor also granted
10, 420 square meters of land where the Pastor Institute stood together with the buildings found there as
rist, and covered a 10 years rent arrears needed from the institution. The property was located near the land
managed under the Bétd Rist Office; Addis Zéamdn: 21%* Year, No. 282, Friday Hidar (November) 22, 1954
E.C:
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others were abandoned by their callous parents. As we have noted before, the Empress
established an orphanage where children were taken care of until she passed away in
1962, an exemplary social concern which the Emperor followed suit. On July 11, 1951,
he established a child care centre and school for the orphaned called Egualéd Mauta in
Urael quarter, Addis Ababa. Orphans from the 14 provinces were brought to this centre
and were fed, clothed, and educated. After the death of the Empress, the children whom
she brought up were transferred to Eguald Mauta. Until 1955, it was run by the Ministry
of Education and Fine Arts.**® For the up-keep of the orphanage, the Emperor donated

money from the Béfd Rist treasury.*!

No less was the concern, sensitivity, and contribution that the Emperor showed and made
for the care and rehabilitation of blind children. One year after the above orphanage was
established, the Emperor founded the Mérha Ewran School on July 23, 1952 in that same
Urael neighbourhood. It was an important centre of learning and rehabilitation for blind
children brought as usual from the 14 provinces. For the fulfilment of its objectives, the
Emperor donated significant amount of money at different times and granted
considerable amount of lands to sustain its activities. Some time around 1956, for

example, the Emperor donated Eth. 31, 876 birr and 50 cents for the construction of a

450 Abara, p. 77, also in Addis Zéimdn: Nihasé (August) 2, 1947 E.C., Addis Zamdin; Hamlé (July) 27, 1953
E.C., the Ethiopian Herald Vol. IV, No. 340, January 4, 1963 (Tahsas 26, 1955 E.C.), and Addis Zdmdn
Hamlé (July) 16, 1955 E.C.

S1Eor example, in a letter of order written on Nahasé (August) 22, 1949 E.C. from the Ministry of the Pen,
the Managing Director of the Bétci Rist was ordered to give Eth. 4, 921 birr and 90 cents to be expended for
the up-keep of 13 children who were allowed to join the Home and school for the orphans. This money was
expended from the asrat (tithe) set aside; LE.S,, W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 197, ¢. 2. #. (.., File No., 28.
School and child care centres were also established in the provinces. One such centre was Princes Tinafind
Wiirq School and Child Care centre for the orphans established in the town of Asmara. This is revealed in a
letter of order written on Miyaziya (April) 4, 1961 E.C., from the Ministry of the Pen to the Managing
Director of the Bétd Rist Office to the effect that Eth. 20 birr would be paid to the centre per month from
the treasury of the Bétd Rist as school fee to a destitute child; LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 340, ¢. 2. #~.
f.., File No., 21.
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staff house and a classroom building.*** In 1955, it came under the administration of the
Haile Selassie 1 Foundation. Before this historic transition, the number of rehabilitated
blind students was 50. By 1958, their number reached 62. The major challenge that the
Foundation faced at this time was financial problem. That was why Ato Tafdri Sardw, the
first General Administrator of the Foundation, asked financial help from the Emperor. As
we can understand from a letter of order written on May 26, 1958 from the Ministry of
the Pen to the Bétd Rist Head Office, Ato Tifiri stated that the annual budget allocated to
run the school was Eth. 23, 220 birr. Now he asked an additional budget of Eth. 10, 602
birr which raised the total budget to Eth. 33, 822 birr. Accordingly, after examining the
proposed additional budget, the Emperor granted Eth. 883 birr and 50 cents, an amount to
be paid from the treasury of the Bétd Rist every month. This was made known to the

Foundation by Schafi Ti'ezaz Tifirawirq, the Private Secretary of the Emperor.453

From February 1962 to January 1963 E.C., the Emperor donated Eth. 3, 107, 000 to
different institutions ran by the Haile Selassie I Foundation. One major beneficiary of the
above generous donation was the Mérha Ewran Organization. Some time around
1955/°56, the head quarter of the Association was moved to Sibita where the Sibita
School and Vocational Centre for the blind was established which is still in operation. To
this end, the Emperor granted 100, 000 square meters of land located in Sébdta town. In
addition to this generous land grant, he donated Eth. 600, 000 birr to help the construction

of the school. **

42 E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 197, ¢. . #*. (L., File No., 27.

431 £.S. W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 197, #. . /. (., File No., 28. See also Abira, p. 80.

#54The school gave accommodation for 150 blind students since 1956 E.C. Blind students of 7 to 14 years
of age from the 14 provinces joined the school. Addis Zimdn, 22™ Year, No. 635, Thursday Tir (January)
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Between 1958 and 1968, as we have noted in chapter six, the Emperor made generous
land grants from his holding located in the vicinity of Princes Sahay Memorial Hospital.
In this area the Emperor granted 220, 711 square metres of land to different social groups
and to associations. One of the beneficiaries of this land grant was Ewran Tidrado Hibrét
Dirijit (the Association of the Ethiopian Blind). On July 21, 1962, the Emperor granted,

in the area that we mentioned above, 30, 000 square metres of land to this Association.*

The Emperor was also very much concerned about the care and rehabilitation of
ostracized peoples. Leprosy, among others, has long been perceived as a major “but”
among many societies. People’s power, wealth, and honour paled before such diseases.
The disease cast a dark shadow over those who suffered from it. Even today, people
dread the disease despite the fact that there are hospitals established to get their leprosy
cured. Personal life could easily be disrupted by physical disasters of the above kinds. In
Ethiopia, there have been people whose hearts were broken and lost hope as a result of
this ailment. What the Emperor did was hope inspiring and life-changing to these groups
of people. In Arba Gugu awraja of the province of Arsi, the Emperor held 315 gasas of
Jand run by the Béfd Rist. Out of this, the Emperor granted 15 gasas to lepers. According
to an informant (the Bétd Rist Sum of the awraja), the amount of land granted to lepers

measured 20 gasas and was located at Tibila gabdle. The sufferers were brought to this

23, 1955 E.C. As for the amount and kind of donation that the Emperor made for the rehabilitation of the
blind, refer to annexes 54, 55, 56, 57, and 58.

4551 £ . W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 1, ¢. 2. #. (.., File No., 14. The social and educational department of the
Haile Selassie I Foundation conducted rehabilitation program for the physically handicapped, offered care
and training for the orphaned children and care for the aged. The blind school run by the Foundation
provided academic education for 63 blind male students. A school and pre-vocational centre for the blind
was erected at Sibita which is still in operation. This centre had facilities for training blind girls in basic
home economics, a Braille printing press, a library meeting hall, a school building that accommodated 100
children, a pre-vocational centre for fifty young blind people, and a clinic with 16 beds. One of the
achievements of the social department was the integration of the blind children in ordinary public schools
with the sighted ones. It is also revealed that in 1956 E.C., three blind students joined University College;
The Ethiopian Herald Vol. 1V, No. 340, January 4, 1963 (Tahsas 26, 1955 E.C.)
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area in 1957 from different parts of Ethiopia. The Swedish established a clinic; cured
them after which they began new life as farmers thus the name Addis Hiwot. Today,
Addis Hiwot represents one of the most successful centres of rehabilitation for people
who had leprosy in Ethiopia. The remaining land was decided to be sold and the revenue
obtained there was given to the Foundation; money to be utilized especially to support the

activities of the St. Paul Hospital AR

As we have noted before, humanitarian activities such as giving food for the hungry,
clothing the destitute, giving alms to the needy, and in general helping the aged and
supporting people with disabilities have had a long history in Ethiopia and was a deeply
seated norm in the cultural and religious practices of the Ethiopian people. In this respect,
Haile Selassic was in deed an exemplary figure. He devoted a great deal of time, and
invested significant amount of money, for the establishment of churches, for the
translation of scriptures, establishment of homes and schools for the orphaned and the
blind, and for the establishment of homes and clinics for the aged. Such sensitivity and
concern for the welfare of the forsaken section of society culminated with the
establishment, on May 9, 1955, of the Haile Selassie Foundation, the brain child of the
Emperor. He was one of the major financial sources of the Foundation; donated it urban
lands and houses, rural lands, money in cash, and shares. On July 22, 1959, it was given a

charter. ¥’ The foundation was the largest organized social welfare organization in

456] £.S.. W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 197, . 3. #~. (L., File No,, 28. Informant: Afo Kébddd Fiisissa. See also
Addis Zdamdn: Ginbot (May) 25, 1953 E.C. As for the amount and kind of donation that the Emperor made
to the Haile Selassie I Foundation, refer to annexes 59, 60, 61, 62, 63, 64, 65, 66, 67, 68, 69, 70, 71 and 72.

457The Genesis of Humanitarian Activities in Ethiopia, Addis Zdmdn: Hamlé (July) 13, 1957 E.C. The Haile
Selassie I Foundation had ten Trustees: Crown Prince Asfa Wissén, the Patriarch of the Ethiopian Church,
Princes T#nafifii Wirq, the Archbishop of Hardrgé, Prince Mikonnén (the Duke of Hariirge), the President
of the Senate, the Minister of the Pen, the President of the Supreme Court of the Imperial Ethiopian
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Ethiopia that enjoyed financial and moral support from the government, too. Half of the

total revenue was the grants-in-aid which the Ministry of Finance gave to the Foundation.

The aims and objectives of the Foundation were noble and fundamentally humanitarian.

They included:

» The amelioration of the conditions of life and the enhancement of the welfare of
the Ethiopian people through medical attention, rehabilitation, care, protection,
education, assistance, and encouragement of the sick, the permanently
incapacitated, the orphans, the young or aged destitute and the infirm as well as
the delinquents.

b The establishment, development and encouragement of, and assistance to
institutions, and enterprises designed to promote the objectives, purposes, and
uses set forth above.

» The promotion and assistance to education of the young and adults in Ethiopia,
and

} The establishment, administration, and operation of schools, hospitals, clinics, and
homes for orphans, the destitute youth or aged, and the permanently

incapacitated.45 !

Humanitarian institutions and medical centres that came under the administration of the
Foundation were: a) the Haile Selassie I Hospital (Addis Ababa), b) Mahatma Gandhi
Memorial Hospital (Addis Ababa), ¢) School and Vocational Centre for the Blind

(Sibita), d) the Eguald Mawta Home for Children (Addis Ababa), e) the Bétd Salihom

Government, the General Administrator of St. Trinity Cathedral, and the President of the Haile Selassie |
University; LE.S., W.T.M.R.C,, Folder No., 1, ¢. 2. #. (L., File No., 12.
#8purposes of the Foundation; Addis Zdamdn: Hamlé (July) 20, 1957 E.C.
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Home for the Aged (Dibrd Libanos), f) Léul Ras Mikonnin Hospital (Harér), g) St.
Mary Hospital (Axum), h) the St. Paul Hospital (Addis Ababa), and i) Wiizdro

Bilatisadiw Abajobir Clinic: Mother and Child Care Centre (Addis Ababa).*”’

Now let us consider the property that the Emperor graciously donated to the Foundation
to finance the activities of the above institutions towards achieving the already stated
objectives. As we have noted above, the property included urban and rural lands, houses,
money in cash, and shares. We have indicated some of these donations before but it is

essential to make a somewhat comprehensive description of them by providing some

detail.

» From February 1962 to January 1963 the Emperor donated properties of his own
estimated to be Eth. 3, 107, 000 birr to different institutions managed under the
Haile Selassie I Foundation. Out of this amount, Eth. 1, 107, 000 birr was
invested in the expansion of hospitals and schools that were established to serve
people with disabilities. The remaining Eth. 2, 000, 000 birr was known to be an
estimate of lands generously granted to the Foundation.

b In 1963/64, the head quarter of the Marha Ewuran Dirijit was moved to Sébita, an
area located few kilometres away from Addis Ababa in the western direction. To
this end the Emperor granted 100, 000 square meters of land which was managed
by the Bétd Rist Office. In addition to the above generous land grant, the Emperor
donated Eth. 600, 000 to help the construction of the Sébita School for the Blind,

an important learning centre of the disabled.

The Ethiopian Herald; Vol. IV. No. 340, January 4, 1963 (Tahsas 26, 1955 E.C.).
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b The other social institution that received generous donations was the St. Paul
hospital established on June 23, 1947 to provide health service to the destitute
coming from the 14 provinces. By the time the above donation was made, it
owned 300 beds. A total of Eth. 75, 000 birr was expended to construct the out-
patient section of the hospital. Out of this, the Emperor covered one third of the
total budget needed to finish the building (Eth. 25, 000 birr). Moreover, the
revenue that the Emperor got from Qoga Palace which was rented out to Ghion
Hotel was invested in the treatment of the destitute who received medical care at
this hospital on non-fee-paying basis. The property was estimated to be Eth. I3
000, 000 birr. The Emperor also granted 10, 000 square meters of land located
near the Jubilee Palace to the hospital. The other medical centre established to
mitigate the burden of the St. Paul Hospital in providing treatment to the destitute
was the hospital established in Axum town. For the construction of this hospital
the Emperor donated Eth. 300, 000 birr.

b To assist the Monastery of Lalibella in its effort to promote health and education
to the monastic community, the Emperor donated a house in Addis Ababa from
which Eth. 12, 000 birr was collected per year in the form of rentals.

b Cognizant of the sufferings that Ethiopian mothers encountered in times of
delivery, and in view of the need to build special delivery and treatment rooms,
Ghandi Memorial Hospital, which at first was a Child Care clinic, was up-graded
and began rendering service to expectant mothers since 1964. To this end the

Emperor donated Eth. 800, 000 birr.
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} The land and the houses located few metres away from Sidist Kilo campus in the
North West direction in the vicinity commonly known as Afingo Bir that
formerly was the Bérd Rist Head Office were also donated to the Foundation.*®

b In Addis Ababa, the Emperor donated several lands and houses to the Foundation.
For example, he donated a house located along Haile Selassie Street from which
the Foundation collected Eth. 70, 000 birr per year. Again, the Emperor granted 1,
500 square meters of land located along Haile Selassie Street; 10, 000 square
meters near Ghion Hotel; 4, 015 square meters in the vicinity of the Old Air Port;
500 square metres near the Square of Abuni Pétros in 9™ Béti Rist which the
Foundation received it on September 30, 1962.; and the land where the Pastor
Institute stood; 5, 000 square meters near the Jubillee Palace, and above 4, 000
square meters of land located along King George Avenue.*!

b In Arba Gugu awraja of the province of Arsi, the Emperor granted 408 gasas of
Jand to the Haile Selassie I Foundation. This information is obtained from a letter
written on December 10, 1971 from Ato Abibd Kibidi, General Administrator of

the Foundation, to Afo Abibd Rita, Minister in the Ministry of Agriculture.

According to this letter, out of a total of 408 gasas of land, 250 gasas was sold,

460 4 ddis Zéimein, 22" Year, No. 635, Thursday Tir (January) 23, 1955 E.C.

4sl«Dyifferent Donations made by Janhoy for Humanitarian Activities,” Addis Zdamcn Hamlé (July) 16, 1955
E.C. Refer also LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 38, ¢. 2. . (L., File No., 3. Abira Jumbiré was Vice
Managing Director of the Haile Selassie 1 Foundation. At the inaugural ceremony of the Foundation he
recalled what the Emperor did forty years back while he was heir to the throne when he established a Home
for the Aged called Bétid Sdlihom at the Monastery of Dibri Libanos on Ginbot (May) 30, 1913 E.C,,
Addis Zamdn: Ginbot (May) 27, 1952 E.C.
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each gasa at the rate of Eth. 1, 000 birr, the income from which was decided to be

invested in the St. Paul Hospital.462

In chapter two we have given information on the kind and location of property that the
Emperor inherited from Wdizdro Tisimé Abayirga. According to a letter written in 1973
from the Foundation to the Bétd Rist Head Office, some of these lands in Addis Ababa
were sold out in 1966 to 121 tenants and the income from which Eth. 108, 663 birr was
given to the Foundation. The F oundation also confirmed that it received lands located in

Déja¢ Balta Sifir.*’

As we have noted in chapter three, the Bétd Rist bought properties from the Custodian of
Enemy Property. One of these properties was Palazzo Reiter, a modern building located
adjacent to Ethiopia Hotel along Churchill Avenue in what was then called Adwa
Square. Apart from latter up-grading activities, the Bétd Rist expended more than Eth.
400, 000 at the time it bought the building. After about a decade latter, the Emperor
generously donated this building to the Haile Selassie I Foundation. The Emperor’s
order was made known to the Foundation through the Ministry of the Pen on March 8,
1963. On March 19, 1963, the Foundation formally received the building from the Bétd
Rist. At the time the building was consigned to the Foundation, there were 30 living
rooms rented out mostly to foreign nationals from whom Eth. 4, 954 birr was collected.

The class rooms were rented out for a minimum of Eth. 40 birr and a maximum of Eth.

4214 this letter, Afo Abiibi Kibid4 asked the Ministry of Agriculture for agricultural experts who would
give advice on how to utilize the remaining 158 gasas in the best possible ways; LES., WTMR.C,
Folder No., 0, ¢. 2. #*. (L., File No., 1.

4] E.5.. W.T.MR.C., Folder No., 88, +. . 2. ., File No., 38; Folder No., 29, ¢. 2. #*. (., File No., 19,
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180 birr.*** The above information is also made public in a newspaper called Ya ltyopiya
Dimse (Voice of Ethiopia) in its special issue of the 14™ of March, 1963. According to
information obtained in this special issue, the foundation received the building on March
12, 1963, and tells us that the Bétd Rist used to earn Eth. 80, 000 birr per year from this
building in the form of rentals. This figure is somehow inflated because, according to
my investigation, the Bétd Rist carned between Eth. 5, 000 birr and Eth. 6, 000 birr per
month which is between Eth. 60, 000 birr and Eth. 72, 000 birr respectively per year.

Some times, the amount was even decreased to the four thousands per month.

According to Abira Jimbiré, the one time Vice Managing Director of the Foundation,
the Emperor graciously donated lands and houses located both in Addis Ababa and in the
provinces as well as shares to the Foundation. The amount of lands together with
different kinds of houses located thereon that the Emperor donated to the Foundation in
Addis Ababa measured 189, 436 square meters. In addition to lands and houses, the

Emperor donated 18, 230 shares that he owned in different companies.465

On July 8, 1963, the Haile Selassie I Prize Trust was established. Its objectives, as
expressly stated in the revised Charter, were encouraging and promoting the activities

and abilities of the Ethiopian people, particularly in the advancement of health and

4641 B.S.. W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 201, ¢. . #*. (1., File No., 2. See also in Yd ltyopiya Dimse (Voice of
Ethiopia) the 5" of Mgabit (March), 1955 E.C. Refer also Addis Zamin: 22" Year, No. 670, Thursday
Miigabit (March) 5, 1955 E.C. The tract of land and the building thereon were estimated to be Eth. 1, 000,
000 birr and were under the administration of the Bétd Rist of the Emperor; Addis Zdmdn: 23" Year, No.
92 Miyazia (April) 8, 1956 E.C.

45 Abiira, pp. 107-114. In 1952 E.C., for example, the Emperor permitted the transfer of shares bought from
the Coca Cola Company at Eth. 50, 000 birr to the Foundation; LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 331, ¢. 2.
/. (L., File No., 8. Sources also revealed that the Emperor donated 2000 shares from the Ethiopian
Transportation Share Company, each bought at the rate of Eth. 15 birr, total at Eth. 30, 000 birr, to support
Ras Mikonnin Memorial Hospital, Harir; LE.S., W.T.M.R.C,, Folder No., 197, #. 2. #~. (L., File No., 28.
The Emperor also donated shares from different companies bought at Eth. 113, 206 birr; LE.S,,
W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 1, #. . #*. (\.., File No., 12.
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prosperity of the people, and the exercise of the fine and applied arts, as well as the
strengthening of the spiritual and cultural bonds between the Ethiopian people and the
peoples of the African continent and the whole world. During this historic moment, the
Emperor recalled the splendid works of the Nobel Foundation that it has played in

education and enlightenment of all mankind.

The Managing Director of the Prize Trust was Dr. Abiibid Ambadiw and was under the
control of five Ethiopian Trustees namely Séhafi Ti'ezaz Aklilu Habtd Wild, Chairman,
Ato Yilma Diressa, Commander Eskindir Dista, Lij Kasa Wildd Mariam, and Afo
Yiwind Wissin Mingisa. The purposes of the Prize Trust were the granting of national
and international awards, scholarships and fellowships, research funds, and the
establishment of study centres and a library. Awards were given for people judged to
have provided meritorious recent services to the welfare of the Ethiopian people in the
areas of agriculture, industry, humanitarian activities, fine arts, educational activities,
Ambharic literature, Ethiopian Studies and research over African themes and consisted of

the full monetary value, the diploma and the gold medal.**®

For the fulfilment of the purposes of the Prize Trust, the Emperor donated the following

personal properties and income that were under the administration of the Bétd Rist:

b 53 gasas of land located at Errdr Gota in the region of Adal and Issa, in the

province of Hariirgé, together with all properties located thereon.

466The Haile Selassie 1 Prize Trust Revised Charter (Addis Ababa: Artistic Printing Press, 1969), pp- 4, 12,
and 19. The annual budget of the Prize Trust was Eth. 400, 000 birr. Out of this, the Prize Trust allocated
Eth. 160, 000 birr for different awards; The Ethiopian Herald: Vol. V, No. 698, Addis Ababa, Thrusday,
April 16, 1964 (Miyazia 8, 1956 E.C.).
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} 100 gasas of land located at Urso in the same region and province, together with
all properties located thereon.

b 60 gasas of land located in the region of Arba Gugu, in the province of Arsi,
together with all properties located thereon.

b Shares in the Societe Hoteliere du Tourisme Share Company, representing the
contribution in kind of 3, 382 square meters of land located near Haile Selassie I
Square in Addis Ababa on which the Ethiopian Hotel has been built.

»  An annual contribution of Eth. 400, 000 birr from his share of the income of the

St. George Brewery.%7

Equally interesting were the Emperor’s concern to ordinary destitute people. The Bétd
Rist Office set the asrat (tithe) revenue aside and expended it mostly for humanitarian
activities which were donated to the destitute in the form of alms, medical fees, and
dardgot. In addition to such occasional gifts, there were 39 destitute people in Addis
Ababa who received moneys ranging from Eth. 5 birr to 50 birr on monthly basis. These
people were referred to as Yd Asrat Qldbtéfio¢ (people whose up-keep was allocated
from the tithe revenue or whose pension was allocated from the asrat revenue of the Bétd
Rist). Some of these people were blind, others widows of patriots, and others very poor
people who had no one to care of them. According to a pay roll document, the Bétd Rist
used to pay a total of Eth. 995 birr and 20 cents for these people per month. The Office
prepared a pay roll and they took the amount permitted from the Emperor by signing

against their names.*® On January 24, 1975, the list of these people was submitted to the

467 .

Ibid, p. 28.
481 £ . W.T.M.R.C., Folder No_, 1, ¢. 3. #2. (L., File No., 15; also in Folder No. 334, File No. 4, Folder
No. 3 File No. 12.
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Ministry of National Resources Development. The Ministry used to pay them pension

until June 14, 1975.%

The Emperor’s concern and sensitivity for the welfare of destitute people received
confirmation from beneficiaries. Afo Yohannis Giday, for example, was a blind man who
came from Asmara to Addis Ababa in 1938, and was one of the 39 pensioned destitute
who received Eth. 50 per month. In an application letter, written on June 15, 1953,
addressed to Aro Tifira Wirq Kiddnd Wild, Private Secretary of the Emperor, the
disabled wanted to visit his parents and asked the Emperor for extra money. A pertinent
section of the letter that expressly tells us the kind of compassion and help that he

received from the Emperor reads:

ACOT 10 CTIRIIFD Y 04T PLETAT T hEl Jad 10 (LY AIC
Hao8: AT hEYT A@C av(PyY ACTIRIFFD (CUEY heT TarantA™T hit cork
NOC 50 NC ATLPNA &PLAT: hed® (HLLIAT A& TFCTT ANCTIPHT@ h&TLG

MG AL NACT APATPI~ IH ALY AQ-CT NTLEGF PN '+C AT AU

It is true that what His Majesty has done for me so far is so great. Looking
that I am a blind man having no relative in this country [Addis Ababal;
His Majesty permitted me to receive Eth. 50 birr per month from the Béid

Rist. For such compassion that I received from His majesty, I am praying

91 E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 289, ¢. . #*. (L., File No., 7. According to a report prepared on Ginbot
(May) 16, 1947 E.C. by Ato Z#l4qd Nigatu, overseer of the Ristd Gult Office (a variant of the Bétd Rist
Office in the province of Harirgé) of the province of Haridrgé, and submitted to the Bétd Rist Head Office,
we learn that there were needy people who received pension from the revenue of the Emperor. The
pensioned were two in number, one blind (male) and the other sick (female). In addition to this, Eth. 23,
000 birr was donated to the Church of Alimaya, now Haromaya. Moreover, a gasa of land was given to a
certain Wiildd Sadiq as Maddria in Wula Quni; and Eth. 500 birr to Waizdro Kidija in the form of
Dardgot; LE.S., W.T.M.R.C,, Folder No., 197, ¢. 2. #. (L., File No., 28.
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10 God health and long age for His Imperial Majesty because I am leading

life better than the living conditions of other blind people.

What he said next, so as to win the extra money and get favour in the sight of the
Emperor, is heart-breaking and conveys statements of promotion of the compassionate

character of the Emperor. It reads:

D& NPAQ 70 ALY NOC AIPT MABTF KB WED 990 Fa- hRPCIz: ..

PRLTNTT (6, TCHG AUNG AHIPLFG Al AOTF KI8m4. 08T

Though I am blind, my parents shall expect somthing from me.... Please
help me so that I shall tell to the people of my country [Asmdira] and to my
Jamily the generous donations and the great compassion that you made to

7
me back home.””’

The Emperor’s birthday celebration and memorial days of the royal family were not mere
occasions of feasting, drinking, and mourning. They were rather crucial alms giving
times to the needy. For example, by the time the Emperor’s 66™ birth day was celebrated
in 1958, Eth. 10, 000 birr was expended from the tithe set aside to be given to the
destitute.*”! Again when the 71" birthday was celebrated on July 17, 1963, Eth. 10, 000
birr was donated to the destitute.*’ According to a report of expenditure prepared for the
year January 1958, Eth. 30, 000 birr was expended from the Bétd Rist to be given to the

needy in the form of alms on the forty days commemoration of the death of Prince

L E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No. . 280, ¢. 2. 2. (.., File No., 12.
‘”‘IEs W.T.M.R.C,, Folder No., 11, 4. 5. #. (., File No., 25.
"LLE.S., W.T.M.R.C. FolderNo,l,-wfurL File No., 17.
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M:konnin Haile Selassie.*” On February 7, 1962, Empress Ménin died. On March 9,
1962, the thirty days of her death was commemorated. At this occasion, Eth. 20, 000 birr

was expended from the treasury of the Bétd Rist, and was given out to the destitute.*™

As we have noted in chapter four, in 1977, the amount of money expended in the years
from May 1949 to January 29, 1971, from the main treasury of the Bézd Rist for different
kinds of administrative and other purposes was audited. Accordingly, Eth. 7, 908, 787
birr and 89 cents was expended. Out of this, Eth. 942, 733 birr and 46 cents (which is
about 12 % of the total) was given to the destitute in the form of dardgot (money given to
needy people depending on their problems, but not on regular basis)."” Most of the time
such kinds of donations were made to cover the medical fees of needy people who

suffered from different kinds of health disorders.*”®

Land grants and donations of other properties to Churches and Monasteries by Ethiopian
monarchs was an age-old practise. Like his predecessors, Emperor Haile Selassie I made
generous donations from his private property to be invested in both the construction, up
grading and reparation of Churches and Monasteries. Though it is difficult to exhaust all

kinds of donations that the Emperor made in this respect, we shall provide the following

“BLE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 287, #. ». #”. (L., File No., 7.

‘M1 E.S., W.IT.M.R.C., Folder No., 1, ¢. 2. #. (L., File No., 20.

“BLE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 262, +. 3. #. (\.,, File No., 3; Folder No. 11, File No., 25.

47511 a letter of order written on Miyazia (April) 10, 1951 E.C. from the Ministry of the Pen to the Bétd Rist
Head Office, for example, Eth. 474 birr was donated to a certain Wogari Gurméssa who suffered from
cancer; L.E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 22, ¢. ». /. (L., File No., 46. See also Folder No. 286, File No.,
16, and Folder No. 36, File No. 33. In 1948 E.C. Eth. 8, 036 birr and 10 cents was donated to destitute
people who received medical treatments at Menilek 1T Hospital; LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 90, ¢. 2.
2. .., File No., 19. Before 1938 E.C., madiiria land, the amount of which is not clearly specified, was
given to settlers who came from Hamasien (AN&AHS AT10.5T); it would seem war veterans, located in
Abomisa gcibdlé of Jiju wdrdda in Arba Gugu awraja of the province of Arsi. Latter the Hamassien settlers
vacated their original settlement site, perhaps due to infertility of the land, and moved to Adula qabdlé
where they received other madcria lands. In a letter of order written on Miyazia (April 9), 1938 E.C. from
the Ministry of the Pen to the Béti Rist Head Office, a gasa of maddria land was granted to a certain
destitute by the name Mamrie Qitaw Bayéni to support his family from the lands vacated by Hamassien
settlers; L.E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 90, ¢. 2. #. (L., File No., 30.
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few but important examples. According to a letter written on December 6, 1960, from the
Bétdi Rist Head Office to the State Bank of Ethiopia, for example, the Emperor donated
Eth. 188, 168 birr and 76 cents to the Foundation, a sum utilized for the construction of
the Church of Axum Siyon. This amount was ordered to be debited from the Emperor’s
account deposited in the State Bank of Ethiopia under account number H-386. This
money was deposited in the bank without interest and was decided to be expended to the
purpose stated above under the signatures of Crown Prince Asfa Wissin, Princes
Tdnafifia Wirq, and Ras Bitwdddd Mikonnin Endalkaédw in accordance with a prior

order given through the Ministry of the Pen on July 28, 1960.4"7

As we have noted before, on June 7, 1921, the Emperor established a Home for the Aged
known as Bétd Salihom at the famous Monastery of Débrd Libanos which marked the
real beginning of welfare activity. The other monastic centre that received donations from
the Emperor was the monastery of Lalibella. To support its effort to promote health and
education to the monastic community, the Emperor donated a ground plus one house in
Addis Ababa from which the Monastery used to collect Eth. 12, 000 birr per year in the
form of rentals. And it was on January 25, 1963 that the Béri Rist consigned a house
located near the Square of Abuni Pétros to the Foundation. In this same location the

Emperor also donated another house to support the Church of Qulibé Giibriel.*”

The other monastic centre of great social value among the Christian Ethiopian
community that received donations from the Emperor was the Monastery of Gisan

Mariam. Accordingly, Eth. 9, 000 birr was donated to it from the Bétd Rist treasury as per

47 E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 1, ¢. 2. #. (., File No., 13.
B[ ES. W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 38, 4. 3. #. (L., File No., 3. See also Addis Zimdn: 22" Year, Tir
(January) 23, 1955 E.C.

262



a prior order given from the Ministry of the Pen on May 1, 1963. The money was handed
over to Balambaras Mahtaméd Selassie Wildd Mésqél, an amount to be used for the

construction of a fence and Kuré (water well)."”

Haile Selassie also played a leading and pioneering role in the promotion of higher
education in the country. One of the higher institutions established on, and by the
personal properties of the Emperor is the Haile selassie I University (now Sidest Kilo
Campus). The inauguration ceremony of the university which was held on December 18,
1961 opened a new chapter in the history of the expansion of higher education in the
country. Ten years lapsed from this historic date since the idea of opening a university
started. First, people opined and agreed to erect a statue for the Emperor and began
raising money. This idea was later imparted to the Emperor. On hearing this, the Emperor
intelligently opposed the idea as in the following: “A%F h@-AT PoLPT? £108 hRLAT: €5
@At PTa-AL FANT PP+ F9PUCT 1< The text, literally translated, could read: “It is
not stone which is to be a monument for us. Our monument is rather education which
would give power to generations.” After this gold-plated statement, the money raised was
decided to be invested in the establishment of a university. Since the inception of the
idea, civil-servants contributed from their monthly salary. After a sizeable amount of
money was collected, a Committee was established to select a site where the university
was to be stood. Some of the areas first selected as the site for the establishment of the
university were located in the vicinities of the Old Air Port and Bole wardda.*® Finally,

the Emperor donated the Génnitéd Le’ul Palace, his ancestral which he inherited from his

Y1 E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 47, ¢. ». #. (.., File No., 6. See also Folder No. 181, File No. 24. In
1965 E.C., the Emperor also granted land (Yd Gibzina Mdrét) the extent of which is not specified) to
support the church of Addis Alim Mariam; LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 88, ¢. 2. #~. (\.., File No., 22.
0 gddis Zimén, 21% Year, No. 678, Tahisas (December) 18, 1959 E.C.
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father, Ras Mikonnin, together with the land where the palace stood for the
establishment of the university. The granting statement which the Emperor put it in few
laconic terms gives the impression that the Emperor was truly generous and worked hard
for the prosperity of the country through the agency of the Ethiopian youth through

education:

FO8E. AHVTT NAAN: NG ATLAG AT6T79° W78 THNAZ Adhe-T hesTm- o0
AU LA PAACT RICT OAET NRLAT PAOPT £LE PAAPXLI® OMF
LCAD- A1FO7 ANAM W1.LT0T 0 09900 14,3877 PLETIR 520 A7Ad

eLACHE KI8T NANITT NAGA &0 PhF? LOLAIOY P00 CAFTFT PP

Pk A0 hOF@+ 2C GOt A&CTT AT TG

Pursuant to the promotion of our beloved people in civilization and the
prosperity of our country, in addition to what we have done so far, and
now pursuant to the promotion of the educational level of the Ethiopian
youth until they catch up with the level attained by the youth of other
countries so that they would render service to their country more, we have
donated, at our will, our rist the Génnditd Léul Palace together with the
land where it stood, which we have inherited from our father Léul Ras
Mcikonndn, for the establishment of the Haile Selassie I University.

The Emperor officially donated the property on April 25, 1960.

The other institution that received generous land grant from the Emperor was the
Abadina Police College. One of the Emperor’s lands in Addis Ababa where he made

gracious land grants to different spectrum of society and for different institutions, as we

8! gddis Zéamcin: 217 Year, No. 295, Tahisas (December) 7, 1954 E.C.
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have noted in chapter six, was located in the vicinity of Prince Sihay Memorial Hospital
(now Tor Hailo& Hospital). In a letter of order written on March 12, 1968, from the
Ministry of the Pen, the Emperor granted land and house located in this area to the

college which is estimated to be Eth. 354, 486 birr and 99 cents.

Ethiopia has had Monasteries in the holy city of Jerusalem. These Monasteries bought a
cemetery that had to be fenced. In a letter of order written on June 12, 1960 from the
Ministry of the Pen to the Bétd Rist Head Office, £ 1, 270 (Eth. 8, 979 birr and 95 cents, a
pound sterling exchanged at the rate of Eth. 7 birr) was donated to the Monasteries, an

amount remitted to Abund Filipos, and was utilized for fencing the cemetery.*?

The Emperor’s concern for people with different forms of life challenges has also
external dimension. In 1924 Téfiri made a historic tour to Europe where he was able to
see modern system of administration.*®® In this same year, he came back to Ethiopia
through Jerusalem where he met 40 orphaned Armenians. On realizing their desperate
situation, he made compassion for them and had them adopted, brought them to Ethiopia
in 1924, and became their “father”. According to an informant, the children gleaned some
skills in Music and entered into an agreement with the Emperor to train Ethiopians on

how to play musical instruments. On finishing their contracts, half of them returned to

*’LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 315, #, 5, . M., File No., I5. Refer to also LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder
No, 22, ¢. 5. #. (., File No., 35. Yi Ityopia Hizib Y4 Hibrit Sira Mahbir (Ethiopian National
Corporation), about which we do not know much, was established in the post liberation period, perhaps in
the 1930s, with initial capital of Eth. 1, 000, 000 bir. According to a letter written on Tigimt (October) 15,
1939 E.C. from the Corporation to the Béti Rist Head Office, the latter used to collect rentals (Eth. 1, 200
birr) for a house that the Corporation rented from the Bétd Rist located near the Square of Anuni Pétros,
and along the Patriots’ Avenue (in 8" and 9" Bt Rists). On Nzhasé (August) 18, 1942 E.C., the Emperor
donated this house which had 12 rooms to the Corporation; I.E.S., W.TM.R.C., Folder No., 201, +. 5. 2.
(L., File No., 31, and 35.

***Bahru, p. 131.
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their country while the remaining half decided to live in Ethiopia. One of these is even

said to have died fighting against the Italians during the period of occupation.484

From 1936 to 1941, Ethiopia came under Italian Fascist regime. During this time the
Emperor and his family lived in Bath, north-west London, in exile. The name of the villa
where they spent those difficult years was Fairfield. It consisted of 25 rooms and
measured one hectare. After the royal family returned to Ethiopia following the
evacuation of the Italians, the villa was empty for a brief period of time. Latter with the
permission of the Emperor, thirty orphaned children spent time there for a period which
is not clearly mentioned. Not long before, the orphaned vacated the villa after which
Ethiopian students in London were allowed to live in the villa for some unspecified years.
In 1954, the Emperor happened again in the city of Bath and made generous donations to
the city administration and to its residents. In a royal banquet prepared in the villa, the
Emperor decorated the mayor and the secretary of the city with the medal of Menilek II.
Finally, in 1958, the Emperor generously donated the villa to the municipal
administration to be used as a Home for the Aged. In May 1959, the Ethiopian
ambassador in England officially consigned the villa to W.H. Galep, mayor of the city of
Bath, and Jared Dickson, secretary. This donation was made in return for the warm
welcome and respect that the residents of the city rendered to the royal family. In
confirmation of the donation, there is an engraving, written both in English and Amharic,

posted on the wall of the building which reads:

ACAP PSP HeA A0 TR 10T HATEXP (mAT htoldito- hmlog

A1 F@< hATERE TALLM hihih: 11936 Adh 1941 %4:9° &b 0O hrtod

B nformant: Vertikes Nalvandian.
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L7 @ AHY QA OO §LPA= (OLE OPT LAA-TT LH N7I0F@NG POH ]
1PLOTI® 0o ANNCT PHPANT PAE14 APOOA TUTT 017900 ACTIRIIT -

P4.CLALT TLA ATIOIINET 0G4 KI8T AOH hebo? T8 O Artpi:*®

His Majesty Haile Selassie I, king of kings of Ethiopia, lived in this villa
located in the city of Bath from 1936 to 1941 after he left his beloved
country which was then conquered by the enemy. Recalling the warm
welcome, hospitality, respect and modesty that the residents of the city
showed, His Majesty donated the Fairfield villa to the Municipality Office

of the city of Bath to be Home for the Aged.

The above account seems funny, but impressive for an exiled monarch of a poor country
made donations to the aged who were citizens of one of the biggest economy of the
world, England. But, the fact remains that, the mayor and his secretary never despised the
donation. The following four tables give us a summary of the amount and kind of
property generously donated to social and humanitarian institutions and for the destitute
by the Emperor from the treasury of the Bétdi Rist. In 1955, the 25" anniversary of the
Emperor’s coronation (Silver Jubilee) was celebrated. Before the arrival of the day, the
Béta Rist Head Office prepared and submitted a report of donations that the Emperor

made from 1949 to 1955 as shown in the table below.

3 Addis Zimdn, 24" Year, No. 20, Friday Tir (January) 14, 1957 E.C. Kapuscinski interviewed Haile
Selassie courtiers and turned their views straight into a book by which he pictured the monarch as a greedy
person who placed the blame on 4ba Hanna whom the Emperor held in the highest confidence. He also
pictured the Emperor as one who believed in reform but disliked reforms made by others because he sought
to keep benevolence to himself, see for example Kapuscinski, pp. 32-34 and 44.
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Table 18: - Donations that the Emperor made from 1949 to 1955.

No. Reason Amount in Eth.
Birr

| For the construction of Churches 27, 443. 50

2 Assistance for Hospitals 35, 000

3 Medical expenses for the destitute 9, 106. 10

4 School fees for destitute children 6, 168. 39

5 Alms given for the needy at different times 65, 896

6 For the construction of schools 2,000

7 Money paid for the needy on monthly and yearly basis 21, 156.66

8 Dardigot (Money given once) for the needy 2,200

9 Compensation for two people killed 1, 000
Total 169, 970. 65

Source: 1.E.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 197, . ». #*. (l.., File No., 28.

Table 19: - Kind and amount of donations that the Emperor made from the treasury of the

Ristd Gult Office of the province of Hardrgé from 1953 to 1955.

No. Reason Amount in Eth. Birr
I For needy blind people paid per month 10, 080
2 For the construction of Churches 23, 000
3 Money given to the destitute 500
Total 33, 580

Source: L.LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 197, ¢. 2. /. (l.., File No., 28.

In addition to the above sum, the Emperor gave 3, 000 daula (a daula on average
measuring 100 kilograms) grain to people who came from Minz, in north Séwa, and

settled in the town of Jigjiga.
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Table 20: - Amount and type of property generously given to humanitarian and other

social institutions and the estimated price in Eth. Birr, information compiled on the 1 [*' of

November, 1963.

No | Location(Awraja)

Grantees

Amount of land

Estimate in Eth. Birr.

1 Addis Aldm Aliga Kidand Wild School 60, 000 Sq. Metres 10, 000
2 | Débri Birhan Téfari Makonnin School 41. 50 gasas 41, 500
3 | Kiffa Mirha Euran School 500 gasas 500, 000
4 | In different awrgjas | Ministry of Education 332 gasas 332, 000
5 | Addis Ababa Ministry of Education 800, 000 sq. Metres 4, 000, 000
6 | Addis Aldim Monastery of Débrid Qidus 2. 50 gasas 37,500
7 | D&bré Birhan Gébra Ménfis Qidus Church | 1 gasas 4, 000
8 | Silalé Bétd Silihom (Home for the | 19. 50 gasas 195, 000
Aged)
9 | Nazrét (Ziquala) Monastery of Ziquala 1 gasas 1, 000
10 | Addis Ababa Monastery of Asibot House with 20 rooms 300, 000
(Arada)
11 | Arsi Province St. Trinity Clergy 30 gasas 15, 000
12 | Same Ciké Mikael Clergy 9 gasas 9, 000
13 | Same Soti Mikael Church 3 gasas 3, 000
14 | Addis Ababa Miskaé Hizunan Church Shares 15,000
15 | Kiffa Monastery of Andiraca 50 gasas 15, 000
16 | Ddbrid Birhan Monastery of Abiyé 1 gasas 10, 000
17 | Addis Ababa | Princes Sdhay M. Hospital 14, 250 Sq. Metres 14, 250
(Rufa’él)
18 | Same (Old Air | Same 100, 000 Sq. Metres 420, 000
Port)
19 | Same (Yé#katit 12) | Haile Selassie | Hospital 52, 183 sq. Metres 521, 830
20 | Same Birhan Ina Silam Printers Printing Machineries 31, 527 and 40 cents

Source: LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 197, ¢. 5. /. (L., File No., 28. See also Abira,

pp. 107-114.
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As we can see from the above table, the properties were located both in rural and urban
areas, and most of which are lands, some houses, shares and machineries. The house that
was given to the monastery of Asibot incorporated 20 rooms, and those given to Princes
Sihay Memorial Hospital were 6 in number having a total of 59 rooms. Formerly the
800, 000 square metres of land given to the Ministry of Education was the property of
Nigus Wilda Giyorgis and that of Dégja¢ Balta. The total amount of gasa land given to
the above institutions measured 990.5 plus 1, 026, 433 square metres and were estimated

to be Eth. 6, 475, 607 birr and 40 cents.

Considerable amount of money expended from the treasury of the Bétd Rist was also
given to cover school fees of the children of the destitute; Qaldb (small amount of
money) for the needy paid on monthly basis; for the construction of orphanage school;
ransom for people thrown into prison due to lack of money; medical expenses for the
poor; alms given to the destitute; and that given to support different social institutions.
The major beneficiary of the Emperor’s generous land grants and other donations was the

Haile Selassie I Foundation.
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Table 21: - Table showing a summary of the amount of money expended from the

treasury of the Bétd Rist for the above purposes.

No. Reason Amount in Eth. Birr

I Money given to the Haile Selassie I Foundation 1,111, 033. 40

2 School fees paid for children who had no helpers 2,200

3 Qcildb for the destitute paid per month 618, 405

4 Construction of Orphanage School 192, 950. 50

5 Money expended to ransom imprisoned poor people 2,075

6 For the construction of Churches and Monasteries 678, 124. 69

7 Fees paid for medical treatments of the destitute 4, 490. 66

8 Alms given to the poor or needy 209, 840

9 Money given to support Associations 37,647.70
Total 2, 856, 766. 65

Source: LE.S., W.T.M.R.C., Folder No., 197, ¢. 5. #*. (.., File No., 28.

271




Chapter Eight: - Conclusion

Haile Selassie I was a career political figure who lived in and ruled Ethiopia in a very
dynamic period. Before and after he assumed power as King of Kings of Ethiopia in 1930
major developments of historical significance came about in the country. Power struggle
between the forces of “tradition” and “progress”, the process of centralization of
administration and of the economy which the monarch had taken up after the period of
Italian occupation was over in earnest, the period of occupation itself, the internal and
external dimension of the patriotic struggle, the explusion of the Italians, the British and
the American decades, the aborted coup dé’tar and its aftermath, peasant rebellions, the
famine, the Ethiopian Students’ Movement and other movements that rocked the
monarchy from different epic centres and the Ethiopian Peoples’ Revolution that brought
an end to the regime of Haile Selassie were the most readily recognizable historical
developments that were unfolded in the country before and after 1941. So, it is no wonder
that the period attracted the attention of both indigineous and foreign scholars as well as
professional and non-professional writers from all walks of life. Nevertheless, almost all
scholars, indigenous and foreign, including Haile Selassie himself in his autobiography,
focused on his political career to such an extent that they left out other aspects of his life,
above all his property. His political grip and success was intertwined with deep economic
and social concerns. He was an accomplished businessman and a socially benevolent
person. Thus, a comprehensive study of his time and of his career would be incomplete

without having an idea of his property and wealth and how he utilized it.
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By drawing heavily on archival materials (more than 90%) that were collected mainly
from the Wildd Misqil Tariku Memorial Research Centre of the Institute of Ethiopian
Studies this thesis has attempted to fill some of these gaps in the scholarly studies by
examining the various efforts that the monarch made to manage and enlarge his property

through a property administration institution called the Bétd Rist.

In the immediate aftermath of the restoration of the monarchy in 1941, Haile Selassie
established a property administration institution called the Bétd Rist. In fact, much earlier
than that the sovereign had established an institution known as Guada Bét for the
administration of his property. But Bétd Rist represented a well organized and centrally
directed property management institution that followed a strict financial accounting
system. Put succinctly, the Office was established to manage the already existing
property, restoring lost properties and privileges from the period of occupation, and to
enlarge the property of the monarch through investment mainly in agriculture,

development of real estates and in the manufacturing sector.

In pre-modern Ethiopia there was no clear line of distinction between state domain and
the private domain of Ethiopian sovereigns. Was there a distinction in Ethiopian law
between the two? If the answer is yes, when did the tradition of separating private and
state property start? Any attempt to analyze the above issue impels one to ask this
question: What is the evidence in historic Ethiopia for a certain property, for example
land, to be the propertyof the sovereign? It is not easy to answer this question right up to
the time of Menilek II. In the era of Haile Selassie, however, there was a move to
separate the two types of property. For example, the right of a person to own private

property is legalized both in the Civil Code of the Imperial Ethiopian Government and in
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the 1955 revised constitution of Ethiopia. In addition to this, Haile Selassie made it clear
on several occasitions that there was a distinction between his own property and that of

the state.

When we look at landed property, the main confusion centers on land that belong to the
Crown and land that belong to the sovereign personally. While these lands were different
in terms of their use, some scholars have argued that the income from Crown lands went
to Haile Selassie personally for his own use. This must, however, be corrected. The
income from Crown lands was rather used for the up-keep of the palace or used for
sustaining government activities. Therefore, the assumption that an income that went
personally to the Emperor and that same income used to meet the needs of the court is
rather erroneous. It is clear that the Emperor owned extensive rist and rist gult lands
located in the provinces. But Crown lands such as Gannd Gdb or Mad Bét, and Wiirrd
Gdinu lands were not the private lands of the Emperor. Be that as it may, one can argue,
with a fair degree of confidence, that it was Emperor Haile Selassie who made the first
practical and legal attempt to clearly distinguish between the two - state and private
domain. Through various legislations and pronouncements, the Emperor legalized private
property. The several tax receipts prepared by the Ministry of Finance of the Imperial
Government of Ethiopia in the name of Emperor Haile Selassie also meant that there was
distinction between the two, too. This clearly indicates that the Emperor used to pay tax
for the government and this can be regarded as hard evidence for the presence of private

properties of the sovereign.

In what ways did the Emperor acquire property is the next question that this thesis

answered. As far as I have established, there were at least six mechanisms of acquiring
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property- inheritance, bequeathment, purchase, land grant, confiscation, land
measurement and litigation. The Emperor acquired a huge amount of landed property
from his father, Ras Mikonnin, and from other members of the Siwan ruling family and
aristocracy. He also acquired significant amount of landed and other properties from the
whole strata of society. Chief among these were the local balabats. The Emperor also
purchased different kinds of property from individuals, from state domain and from the
Custodian of Enemy property. Unsuccessful intrigues agains the heir apparent were also
excellent opportunities to appropriate the properties of people involved in those intrigues.
Several gasas of lands from the state domain were also given to the Emperor. Smetimes,

the Bétd Rist restored lost properties and privileges through litigation.

The different ways of acquiring property offer a fabulous opportunity to decipher how
power and property were woven together in the career of Emperor Haile Selassie. This is
reflected under different circumstances. If we ask why did the local balabats bequeath
their property to the heir apparent and later to the monarch? The obvious answer is that
they sought to secure two things- the balabatndit and the concomitant economic privileges
that they formerly enjoyed. By the same token, if we ask why did the aged and the
widowed bequeath their property? The answer is this: they sought protection and pension.
The intertwined nature of power and property is also reflected in the different land grants
that the state made to the sovereign. Provincial and awraja level administrators were
ordered to carefully select lands which were fertile and to quickly hand over to respective
overseers. This situation is also reflected in the amount of price fixed to lands that were
sold to the Emperor from state domain. Lands were sold to the monarch at a relatively

lower price. The fact that the Emperor repeatedly used the Ministry of the Pen as a
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condut between him and his Béftd Rist and the fact that some provincial governors were
“kindly asked” to assist when they faced different management problems and at times
inspect them meant that the Emperor used his power to use the state system in the
management of his property. In some instances, provincial governors were even given
full responsibility to direct some activities in the absence of overseers of the Bétda Rist.
Sometimes, the initiative came from the provincial rulers themselves for opportunistic

reasons.

The properties that were administered by the Bétd Rist were found in almost all the
provinces and in Addis Ababa. The main property of the Emperor in the rural areas of the
provinces was land. In urban areas, the monarch owned houses of different types from
which he collected significant amount of money in the form of rentals. In addition to this,
the Emperor was one of the largest share holders in many enterprises that were

established before and after the period of occupation.

When we see the structure of the Bésdg Rist it had its head office at Addis Ababa and
branch offices in the provinces. Head Office workers including the Managing Directors
were directly appointed by the sovereign. In addition to “professional competence”
appointment presupposes loyalty. Men who possessed long experiences in business and
in the administration of rural and urban lands were carefully recruited from government
offices and were appointed at the Head Office. Out of the four Managing Directors that
were appointed after 1941, for example, three of them were the title of ndgadras.
Overseers who were appointed in the provinces were recruited by the Managing
Directors. They were like wdrdda misiinés and were responsible to awraja and

provincial level administrators and to that of the wdnbdroc (the judges). They were above
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the local balabats and the ¢iqa sums and were the local representatives of the monarch in

their respective domains.

The inner workings of the Bétd Rist witnessed a remarkable transition from the traditional
form of property administration to the modern capitalist oriented form of property
management system. One manifestation of modernity is that money was widely used.
Significant amount of money was allocated to run partially mechanized farming
activities, expansion of real estates developments and to buy shares. All Head Office
workers and some provincial overseers were salaried. Daily workers were paid wages in
cash on daily basis. Another marker of modernity seen is that workers were motivated

with reasonable salary increments.

Throughout its existence the Office faced different internal and external challenges. The
internal challenges were mainly created by corrupt overseers assisted by some awraja
and wdrdda level state administrators. Externally, in addition to the problemes that were
created by some awraja and wdrdda level state administrators, the Office faced
challenges from British officials and Italian residents in Addis Ababa and from local
balabats in some provinces. In general, apart from some of the challenges that were
created by the above agents the management system was a very smoothly functioning
institution. With the exception of some corrupt overseers, workers who were appointed
both at the Head Office and in the provinces were loyal. Whenever the Office faced
problems, it took appropriate measures. In general, as long as workers admitted their
wrongs and vowed not to repeat mistakes, the management system was not harsh; it was

slow to take actions and lenient to give pardon.

277



Another crucial theme that this study examined in connection with the Bétd Rist is land
grant and sale. As far as | established this issue, Haile Selassie was a generous land giver
to the whole strata of society. However, the amount of land that he granted considerably
decreased as one moves from his sons and other members of the royal family to ordinary
people including tenants. In the 1960s, the Bétd Rist was also preoccupied with land sale

practices from which the Emperor got significant amount of money.

Inspite of the fact that the political career of Haile Selasie saw many ups and downs, the
concern and sensitivity that he showed for the rehabilitation and care of the aged and the
orphaned, for the blind and the outcasts was highly impressive. He financed the
construction of Homes, schools, and vocational centers for the aged, orphaned and blind
as well as health centers that gave services especially to the destitute to the extent that his
resources allowed him. Besides, he made generous donations both in kind and in cash to

welfare institutions that were established under his direction.

Through the agency of the Bétd Rist, the monarch also showed some concern and
sensitivity towards his urban and rural tenants. Though he failed to introduce tenancy
legislations that would improve the conditions of tenants at the national level, he took
several measures so as to protect the rights and interests of his own tenans. His concern to
his tenants ranges from protecting their rights to granting lands that was geared towards
making them economically more secured. As compared with the case with tenants under
other landlords, share-cropping was not exploitative because the main, if not the sole,
sharecropping arrangement was irbo. Eviction and corvee labour were strictily
prohibited. Corrupt overseers and wdrdda level state administrators who grieved the

tenants of the king under several pretexts were repeatedly castigated by the Head Office
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in the presence of tenants and at worest they were threatened with dismissal from their
work. This was done after the problem was timely and rigorously investigated by
Committees formed for that purpose. Interestingly enough tenants themselves sought to
remain as tenants of the king indicating how much the management system was very

sensitive to address their problems.
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List of Informants

Name |Age | Place of Date of Interview | Remark
interview
Abira Moltot | 80 Addis Ababa | 19/03/2006 E. C. Vice minister in the Ministry of
Development of Public Living during the
imperial system. Now he is member of the
Committee for Arbitration and
Development of the Patriots Association.
Fanta Sanga 79 Addis Ababa | 3/07/2006 E.C. Wirdda treasurer in the province of
Illubabur.
Gétacaw 85 Addis Ababa | 19/03/2006 E. C. An engineer by profession but he helped
M/Silassie more in informing me one key informant
who served in the Béti Rist.
Kibida 78 Town of Abo | 24/12/2006 E.C. First Bétd Rist Sum (overseer) of Miqé
Fisdssi Missa wirdda from 1950 to 1952 E.C. later
promoted and became Bétd Rist Sum of
Arba Gugu awraja of the province of Arsi
until 1968 E.C.
Lij Daniel Office of the | 10/03/2006 E.C. Son of Ras Misfin Sild$ who is serving in
Jote Masfin Patriots the Patriots” Association at different
capacities,
Sahle Ayu Addis Ababa [20/03/2006 E.C. He served in the Office of the Private
(Qdrifiac) Secretary of Crown Prince Asfa Wissiin;
Private Secretary of Prince Ras Asrati
Kasa and Lieutenant general Mar’ed
MingiSa; vice mayor of the town of
Gondér; one who served in the Ministry of
National Defence during the tenure of Ras
Abibid Ardgay; and Governor of different
awrajas mainly in the province of Simén
and Bigémdir.
Seyium Tika 57 Addis Ababa 11/11/20006 | Caretaker of the Catholic Graveyard in
E.C. Giifirssa wirida.
Solomon 67 Addis Ababa 29/09/2006 | Car broker and seller in front of Palazzo
Déamissie E.C; Reiter bldg.
Vertikes 64 Addis Ababa 1/11/2006 President of the Armenian Community.
Nalvandian EC.
Ziagidyi Siifu 81 24/3/2006 Addis One who served in the Béti Rist as a
E.C. Ababa clerk.
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To the ministry of Agrioulture

deis Aha{a

PUELS PURCHASE REQUEST~ TFOR AGRICULTURAL PURPOSES

v

%, Yaco eof farmer_  H.I.M. PHIVAL: USTATH - HAKGAR PROVINCH-
T o T AN A T _
2. yecation of farm TUTA -3 hnoiBR-UHSU - B
v, size ef farm(number éf hectares) 430 -
2, ¥ind of crops and number of hectares of each,
Crop ;‘-ranges and other Numwer »f hestares )
rul‘t & - - - - . - . - . L] L] L] . L] . -
= S B = = = h.a- 100,—"‘
- ] 1" ()
. egetables - . - . o . e L o 20, —
. Cereals _and grass =~ = " = " 200,--
5., MNumber »f tracters ewned AHd Located sn this farm,
Name of tracter EQuantity 3 Type nfi Horse i Number of
; . fuel , power | days oper-
Rexgusxani = z : ©___ated per year
Fergusson L i gasolint 45 ¢ 200
SAKE ! 1 ! nor 35 ! 200
FURD ; T : JU ' 20U
-——-§§i%—mﬁﬁ S e 5 ! w ! ac 100
SULL DUZar 1 " 60 120
'4 Vyymhar AT trarctar drawn imnlements on this farm.
Plow for breaking land? 6 Planters? 4
———— -
Dise harrows? 4r—44ﬁ Spike tooth harrows? &
Cultivators? 4 Others? =

1.
‘I

Addis Ababg Oth Jun  1e 63 SIGNATURE:

Yo, of liters and kind of fuel regquired? () (WM}T

I, she undersigned, declare that the fuel requested will only be used Yor
ths tractoy and jobs stated harxeingver. Should however this be found out
ptherwise, the Ministry of Agriculture shall have the right to take

iggdiate countaraction,

Blattp Zelleke ilegatou
P Geperal lanager
(/G. Fiwnana )
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HIS IMPERIAL MAJESTY HAILE SELASSIE I HOUSE PROPERTY OFFICE 33wy

AGREEMENT OF LEASE FOP ONT DUPLEX HOUSE

September 25, 1956.
Addis Ababa, Meskaram 155 1949,

His Ipperial Majesty's Land & Property Office and Ethiopian Air
Lines, Inc. have hereby agreed and signed the lease of the follow-
ing described premises:-

1. State or Provincial: Machiew Woreda
Street: ﬁarshal Smuts
House No. - Kind: Dﬁpiex Residence
Number of Houses: One (1) No. of Rooms: Bight (8)
Property ‘Area: Includes Buildings and Garden within Fenced Area.

The above mentioned Duplex House has been by mutually agreement
granted and leased to Ethiopian Air Lines, IncC. by the House

Property Office for a perigdiof five (5) years commencing October
1, 1556 (Maskaram 23, 1945/

o, For this Duplex House monthly rent payment will be E$400,~(Ethi-
opian Dollars Four Hundred Only) and paid to House Property
Treasury Department against official receipt.

3, If the Lessee should want to terminate his contract he is free
to do so provided that he informs the Lessor of his intentions
15 daye prior to termination of contract; surrender premises and
settle every account.. However, if Lessee leaves prem yes without

complying with the regulations as herein outlined, contract will

s$ill be considered as valid even though it has been vacated by
Lessec. - o
Accord;

ingly, the Lesseé will also be held responsible for any
harm or damage done due to Lessee's failure to surrender the house
premises to Lessor before vacating ite TR

4. Each party (Lessor & Lessee) shall be in possession of: documents
which lists all the mobile and immobile articles and the condit-
ion of the premies until the termination of the comtracts. .
The Lessee shall not be responsible to restore or to rebuild the

premises, if, during the %erm hereof, the premises herein demised

or the buildings of which the demised premise

be destroyed or damaged by heavy rain, windstorm, fire, earth
quake, lightning, other casualy or ordinary wear and tear.

yge done by -casual

Lessee does agree to restore.or rebuild any dam Dy -easu
>od. condition:as .

nezligence and surrender the premises in as goo
when received, subject to the above conditions.:

Page 1 of 2
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DUPLEX HOUSE CONTRACT {Cont'd.) T

5. Ethiopian Alr Lines, Inec., shall have the right to sub—lease during
the period of the lease subject to the conditions herein,

6. The Legsee has no right to build additions or make alterations
to the house without the consent of the Lessor, At termination
of the contract, all additions and alterations shall become the
property of the Lessor. ‘

7. Rent will start from October 1, 1956 (Maskaram 21, 1949).

8. Electric light and water expenses will be paid by the Lessee.
In the event of non-payment of herein mentioned expenses or part
expenses 1t is understood and agreed upon by the Lessee that he
shall settle in full on the day of contract termlnation.

9. Deputy in Charge from the House Property Offlce shall be granted
access to inspect the demised premises at reasonable hours by ap~-
paintment.

ETHIOPTAN AIR LINES, INC,(Lessee)

CORPORATR
SEAL -
1945

/
,55/ :Eg
h

RIAL MAJESTY HATLE
I HOUSE PROPERTY OFFICE
‘ (Lessor)

_ th the abovementlonea ccntracﬁ 4he Lessee on thls
'Q-September 25, (Maskaram 15, 1949) has surrendered the
use -and keys and we are herewith certifying that it 15 vacant and
locked.

Section Deputy's Signature
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£ MAIL
CABLES: SABEAN.ADDIS ABAI
TELEPHONE: 47235, 47236
L AT B P. 0. BOX - 1553
SABEAN UTILITY C‘ORPORATION S, '€,
ADDIS ABABA-ETHIOPIA
ou Ret. AB/kb/156/64 Addis Ababa, March 14, 1964

Your Ref,

The Admlnlstratorg
The Private Admiristration of His Ioperial Ma jasty,

ADDIS ABAES

Deaxr Sir,

He have the plessurs to anclose our Chegue No. HO99787 for
E8984.~ (Ethiopian Dellars Nine Hundred Eighty Four only) bsing
the dividend due %o mha Brlweats Aliiiasvrevion of Hie Imparis]

Hejezty, Haila e I un Hisg bkolding im ouw Company of 246

shares. Dividepd declared by the Annual Gsneral Meetinmg of ¢he
Compary was Eth, § 4e= per shara,

indly ackaowledge Teoceipt and ac@ept our kindest regards.

Youxs s;ncerely
/;yﬂ SABEAN UTILITY uORPORATIOH, SeCe

MARAGING DIREbTOR

TeCe Acoounts Dept,
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