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Abstract

Employing the Q-function formalism, we analyze the squeezing spectrum
and the photon number distribution for the signal mode as well as the quadra-
ture fluctuations, the photon number distribution and the spectrum of the
intensity-difference fluctuations for the signal-idler modes generated in para-
metric oscillators operating below threshold. The Q-function is obtained by
solving the pertinent Fokker-Planck equation applying the method of evalu-
ating the propagator developed by Fesseha [1]. The task of evaluating the
propagator by means of this method essentially reduces to the problem of solv-

ing the pertinent Euler-Lagrange equations.
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1. Introduction

The nonclassical properties of light have generated a considerable interest for the
past few years. One of these properties involves squeezing in which the fluctuations in
one of the quadrature components is reduced below the vacuum level at the expense
of enhanced fluctuations in the other component without violation of the Heisnberg
uncertainty principle. Another nonclassical property of light is sub-Poissonian pho-
ton statistics in which the photon number distribution is narrower than the Poisson
distribution.

One of the main reasons for the interest in a squeezed light is due to its poten-
tial applications in optical communications and gravitational wave detection, where
signals close to or even below the quantum limit are expected.

Theoretical predictions of the generation of light with nonclassical features in
various physical processes have been made by different authors. It has been shown
that squeezing should be realizable in parametric oscillation [4-13], four-wave mix-
ing [14,15], harmonic generation [16,17], resonance fluorescence [18,19] and the free-
electron laser [20].

Because of the inherent two-photon nature of the interaction, the parametric pro-
cesses have been studied as a source of a squeezed light. In parametric amplification,
a coherent light of frequency 2w interacts with a nonlinear medium and is down con-
verted into two signal photons each of frequency w, or into signal and idler photons

with frequencies w; and wy such that 2w = wy +w;.




The down conversion of a coherent light into a single-mode squeezed light was
predicted for the first time in a parametric amplifier by Takahashi [4]. In order to
increase the gain the parametric medium is placed inside an optical cavity where it
is coherently pumped and becomes a parametric oscillator [21].

A theoretical analysis of quantum fluctuations and photon statistics of the ra-
diation generated in parametric oscillators has been made by a number of authors
applying different techniques. And it has been found that a complete suppression of
the noise at zero frequency in one of the quadrature components of the output signal
mode produced in a degenerate parametric oscillator is possible [31, 32]. In addi-
tion. the spectrum of fluctuations in the intensity-difference of the ontput signal-idler
modes produced in a nondegenerate parametric oscillator has been found to show a
complete cancellation of the noise at zero frequency [49].

Experimentally, squeezing amounting to a noise reduction of 61% below the vac-
uum level has been achieved in a near degenerate parametric oscillator operating
below threshold [22]. A quantum noise reduction of 69% in the intensity difference of
the signal-idler modes has been observed in a NDPO operating below threshold [63].

In quantum optics, the analysis of a physical system is often carried out using a
c-number formalism. This can be done applying the P-function or the Q-function.
For systems with nonclassical features, the solution of the pertinent Fokker-Planck
equation for the Glauber-Surdashan P-function is highly singular. This is because the
diffusion coefficient in the Fokker-Planck equation for such systems becomes negative.
On the other hand, we realize that the solution of the Fokker-Planck equation for the
Q-function exists for systems with nonclassical features.

The main objective of this thesis is to analyze the squeezing spectrum as well as



the photon number distribution of the signal mode produced in a DPO and also to
study the quadrature fluctuations, photon number distribution and the spectrum of
the intensity-difference fluctuations of the signal-idler modes generated in a NDPO
using the Q-function formalism.

The Q-function is expressible in terms of the Q-function propagator and the initial
Q-function. In view of this, the problem of determining the Q-function reduces to
the task of evaluating the Q-function propagator. The Q-function propagator may be
determined using path integral method [2] or by directly solving the pertinent Fokker-
Planck equation. However, we find it to be convenient to evaluate the Q-function
propagator applying the method developed by Fesseha [1].

We would like to point out that in the parametric oscillations considered in this
thesis the pump mode is treated classically and its amplitude is assumed to be con-
stant. This is equivalent to a parametric oscillator operating below threshold. In
addition, we would like to stress that our analysis assumes a single-cavity decay rate
and no other losses such as intracavity absorption of the radiation are included.

The organization of the thesis is as follows. In chapter two, we present a systematic
derivation of general expressions for a two-time correlation function and the photon
number distribution of a single-mode light in terms of the Q-function, and with
the application of these expressions the squeezing spectrum and the photon number
distribution of the signal light produced in DPO are investigated. In chapter three,
we analyze the quadrature fluctuations as well as the photon number distribution
and the spectrum of the intensity-difference fluctuations of the signal-idler modes

generated in a NDPO. Finally, in chapter four we discuss briefly the main results of

this thesis and make certain remarks of interest.



2. The Degenerate Parametric Oscillator

The realization of a squeezed light generated in a degenerate parametric oscilla-
tor [21-24] and the theoretical explanation given by different authors [25-29] that a
squeezed light can be used to enhance the sensitivity of interferometers beyond the
shot-noise level made the DPO to receive a considerable attention for the past few
years. In a DPO a coherent light of frequency 2w interacts with a nonlinear medium
inside a cavity and is down converted into two signal photons each of frequency w.

The squeezing properties of the signal mode have been studied by several authors
applying different methods [30-34,43,44]. Milburn and Walls [44] have calculated the
quadrature squeezing of the intracavity signal mode below and above threshold. The
squeezing spectrum of the output signal mode below threshold was determined by
Collet and Gardiner [31] and Yurke [32]. On the other hand. Collet and Walls [33] as
well as Savage and Walls [34] have calculated the squeezing spectrum above threshold.
Experimentally, a squeezing amounting to a noise reduction of 61% below the vacuum
level has been achieved in a near degenerate parametric oscillator operating below
threshold [21].

Several authors have also discussed the statistical properties of the signal mode
[35-43]. Vyas and Singh [35,39] have considered both the photon number and photon
count distributions below threshold. Wolinsky [41] has obtained a complete descrip-
tion of the intracavity statistical properties.

Here we seek to analyze the squeezing spectrum and the intracavity photon num-



ber distribution of the signal mode generated by a DPO operating below threshold

for the case in which the signal mode is initially in a vacuum state.

2.1 The Q-function

With the pump mode treated classically, the DPO is described in the interaction
picture by the Hamiltonian (h = 1)

- '..i 9 +q :

where a is the annihilation operator for the signal mode, 3 (assumed to be real and
constant) is the amplitude of the pump mode, & is the coupling constant and I is a
heat bath operator representing cavity losses by the signal mode .

Using standard techniques to eliminate the heat bath variables [3], it can be

verified that the equation of evolution for the density operator of the signal mode is

.} % - L |
%: =i[p, H'] + -} ('.Zu,uur —alap — pf.r.Jru.) ; (2.1a)
ot 2

where 7 is the cavity damping rate and
[‘{’ = -T (ff.') — JIT") : {2,”)]

Substituting (2.1b) into (2.1a), we have

d_p = 74 (a:p = nhp — pa® + puh) + -

s 2(.5,0(1f - (I'Lap - p{lTﬂ) ; (2.2)
= 2 ( -

(RO

Next we derive the Fokker-Planck equation for the Q-function by putting all the

terms in normal ordering. To this end, using the relations

[u.f(u.rr_)f)} = ﬂ_j_ (2.3a)

o ok
dal




and

[ﬂt fla.a Jl 9 (2.3b)
" Oa '
one can easily show that
dp dp J*p
a” p = apa+ a—p = pu + 22— u 4+ — (2.4a)
dal dat dal?
dJ J d*
puT = ufpu - d—":nJf = a"p - ’uT{)z ﬁ (2.4b)
: o* 0 7}
2apal — a?up - pa*u il < ol (2.4¢)

da i da ﬁu d”

Upon substituting (2.4) into (2.2), one finds

dp k3 [D*p  O*p Jr()p dp ) g ( *p tdp | Op )
e 2 Bk & | Dl et e i
ot 2 ((3“2 t ale ()ui’ L da i f)HT " )aTr)u e dal 5 d”” ke

where the density operator is assumed to be in normal order. Therefore, the Fokker-

Planck equation for the Q-function is

+ 20" — + 2—«

oQ N #(@24_ 9*Q . .0Q 00 )+j; (_} 90 5 L0Q Qn+2Q)-

ot da®  da? da o= Dot Do B do~ du
(2.5)
Using the relations
L9Q _ 9(0"Q) .
*bar = Dar =@ kfda)
and
r)Q r)[nrQ) "
S 2.6¢
5" b O (2-69)

and noting that a and a* are independent variables, Equation (2.5) can be put in

the form
0Q(a.a",t)  [&B o? __d‘!_ ‘)i o 3 i 0* i‘ \
ot N [T t-)n_" + da*? B H(}nn ¥ 25)0'0 % 2 \ " dada L da- .
s 2 awa
do



It proves to be convenient to introduce Cartesian coordinates defined by
oa=z+y.
[t then follows that

9Q(z,y,t) &B++\ & kB8 -4\ 9 o N, G
ot _[( 4 )Jr-*_( 1 )5'-".:+(hf+z)d—‘r.z

- (mi = 2) f._)yy] Q(x,y,t).

In order to solve this differential equation using the propagator method, we need
to transform it into a Schrodinger type equation. This can be achieved replacing

(&, 22,5, Qv )) by (ife.ify. .5, 1Q(1))) One then finds

d|Q(t)) AL A L e . .
A [_’—'pf, + 225 Napad + M| 1Q(D)) (27)
dt 4 4
where
'\l = k3 + s (23(&)
Az = KfBi=, (2.8b)
T | (2:50)
\=kB—1 (2.84)

A formal solution of (2.7) can be put in the form

1Q(1)) = 7Q(0)) , (2.9)
in which
{7 = exp (“-sHs) (2.10a)
and
) e o il . -
= -‘—’Elﬁi + 'Tzﬁj = A3pd + MaPyy- (2.10)
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Now multiplying (2.9) by (z,y| from the left, we have
Q(z.y,t) = (x.y||Q(0)). (2.11)
where
Qx,y,t) = (x,y|Q(1)).
Using the completeness relation

[ = -/rLr' dy' ly', 2"y (z', '],

equation (2.11) can be rewritten as

%wﬁ=fM®@MwWJMQMJL (2.12)

where
Qa,y.tla',y',0) = (x, g0y, 2") (2.13a)

and
Qo' y') = (',4/1Q(0)). (2.13b)

According to Fesseha [1], the propagator associated with a quadratic Hamiltonian
H = aj? + a'p? + b(t)poi + b ()pyil + c(t)2® + ¢(1)7°

is expressible in the form

1
. o [ @s.1F[a s _/*, D e i
K(z,y,tjz',y,0) = [27‘_ T 57 903y exp |—& . [b(t") + b'(t")] dt’ + 5.

(2.14)
where S. is the classical action, € is a constant parameterizing operator ordering, and

a and a' are constants different from zero.
We wish to obtain the Q-function propagator employing this relation. We see

from (2.10b) that b= —Ag, b' = A4 and we recall that for the antistandard form of
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ordering & = 1 [1]. Thus, the Q-function propagator associated with the Hamiltonian

1
2

(2.10b) can be written as

1 1
A=A i 0%S. %[ i 3*S:]* s
Wz, y, b2y, 0) = e o) ) PR i —— el 2.15
Qz,y,tlz',y,0) =e 2w dx'dx 2m dy'dy ‘ (15)

We now proceed to calculate the classical action. To this end, we note that the
“Hamiltonian function” associated with the quantum Hamiltonian (2.10b) is

I\ 4 A2 .
H(x.y,prpy) = —-{-l-lpf_ + _;1_2;”-'2’ — Aaprt + Aapyll (2.16)

and hence the corresponding “Lagrangian™ is
L=ip.+ypy— Hlx .y, peipy)
Using the Hamilton equations

dH
Ip=

and

on
dp,
one finds

2 (f‘ + A:;J'.)

Ny =
; l)\]

and

. 2(y — My)
=0

so that the Lagrangian takes the form

CildtAse)ti(d = Aay)
B M A2

2
L ; (2.17)

Now applying the Euler-Lagrange equations along with (2.17), one easily gets

F=Mz=0

9



and
y— lfy = 0.
The solution of these differential equations can be written as
z(t) = AeMt 4+ Be™ (2.18¢)
and
y(t) = DeMt 4 Be=™¢, (2.18b)

Substitution of (2.18) and their time derivatives into (2.17) gives

4&;\3 2 2\t ‘13/\‘ 2 =2\t
ATe 1 e 3
h X

i
..q,.=/ L(t)dt
0

L=

so that the classical action

takes the form

24 . ’ 2.)\. ~ -
5, = B2 gr (T _ 1) 4 222 (=T - 1)
Al ’\J

Setting z(T) = 2", y(T) = ", z(0) = 2" and y(0) = y', one easily obtains from (2.18)

4 ' — J_nﬁ.\g]"
= t:zr\_‘\T ol l

and
U: . un{__—.\‘T
E=~- ( e—2MT — |
consequently
9 S 3 2 b =Nt 2, =204t
Y — z'zet 4 22Nt | 2iMg [y? —2y'ye™ ™ +yTe ™ (2.19)
Se = gt \ D | e
"\I [ A 3 l N2

where we have replaced (2", y",T) by (z,y,1). It then follows that

le ‘S'L. 4 F z\ 1€ Aat

B T (2.20a)
a-!"’().?' 1\] (Fz at — 1]
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and
S N, e At
_r) H‘ = — ‘hk_'f ‘ ; (2.20h)
dy'f)y Az (ﬁ-z.\.: . 1)

Now combination of (2.13), (2.19) and (2.20) results in

1 2/\;;?2'\"‘ 2;\4 gt %
1)

; .t ; '.. J.O —

m

B 2/\3 ‘rrz _ ‘2.1:".‘}:(’.'\"" 4 ;,.2(._,‘.’,\_,t 2/\4 yr.z _ 2,{,"!}(‘_'\“ ya yzr__,—z,\.:
= Ay e2hat — | Np e—2hst _ |

(2.21a)

This represents the Q-function propagator for the signal mode. Although we are

interested in the case for which the signal mode is initially in a vacuum state, we also

need the Q-function satisfying the initial condition

P i 7 2 1] Y
Qo(z',y) = —exp [—(-'r ~ %) —(y —y-a)z]-

Thus combining (2.12) and (2.21), we have
1

AL 2 - 2 __ oatyd
4A3A'l P [_M(T%::’T‘Tj'r - _\2{1_\:2.\4:)3‘)"2 =1 2} ]
Qlz,y,t) = 3 Mz (1 — e=2%t) (1 — e2Mt)

o 2Aze =20 P 4)ze~st . " oy
x/ exp [—- [__3—P——)+ ]] 2?4 [(m)x-}-zxa x| dr

" A (1 = e~2dat

00 2/\45'2.\4! a ( 4/\46'\” ) _ ] ,] ;
—_ e T o [ | - + 2y, d
= [_ i [ [1\2 (1—e?'!) YT [\ =y ) YTV [

oG

and using the relation

=

w

/N eI gyt = (—) e
= p

o

15
o
I

one readily gets the result
—2)\; (z — z,e~%t)’

: Asds Ew{)
Q(I!yﬂt)z ; /\l’\l(l _C—ﬁ.\;;l)[l _{.,'.‘,\4!] 4 [2/\3_Al)£—2.\2f +"\|

—20; (y — yoe™t)’
+(2,\4 — A)etMt 4+ Ay

Il

(2.21b)

(3]



This can also be expressed as

C(t " ;
exp [—B(t)n'n - _(;—) (o™ + o) + D(t)a + D'[Hn'] v (2.23)

Q(a,a™,t) = Af:)

where

=2 F-nB)t g () 23R8
A(t) = /B0 = Ch (1) exp l— [[B“ L = ]}n:n....

B i 5"2[%""’?1‘ g - +-uj
+[[ (1) + C(t)] [B(t) = C(t)]e ](n_;zﬂg)]_ (2.24a)

4
1 oy -2 .3 ¥ i |
B(t) = -—_)- ! h'l’ - o T+ ZK (2‘2”1:'
= _",‘ — ki (l = e"'(?""‘-‘)‘) ~+ &3 (1 i 2(3 L )t )
Al =B . 94
Cit) = sl S . (2:240)
- _'y—x;i(l e’ t-"-"“’)') 7~i-u'.5(l +r'“(3*“})J
1 i .
D( ) 3 [[B f)+( ( ] _\E_ij}‘ (ﬂ: —n',]-i-[H”)— ("[r)](_—{i+m5)f (n‘:-f‘('t”)] i

(2.24d)
We are interested in the case for which the signal mode is initially in a vacuum state

and hence setting a, = aj = 0 results in

TR2(1Y — (2(¢ " N _
Bl =C “)m{p —B(f)(v'c\r+(—‘£—tl(n'“+al) (4

m Z

| o)
o
(=7 ]
—

Q0™ 1) =

2.2 The squeezing spectrum of the signal mode

In this section we seek to determine the squeezing spectrum of the signal mode

employing the Q-function obtained in the previous section. The squeezing spectrum

is defined by

dr = 7(: a2 (t + 7),05(2) 2), (2.26)

where



(_ o.st(r 47 ) out( ) :> = (: nfu((t + T)tljm{” :) = (a;_lut“ i T}}(Q:UIU]}, {2.31-(1)

:: stands for normal ordering and aJ" represents the output quadrature operators for

the signal mode which is related to the input mode by
2" (t) = y/7a,(t) ) = al™(t). (2.27h)
Employing (2.27b) in (2.27a) one can easily verify that for a vacuum input
(: a;"‘(t - r}.u:“‘(!) S = (s ay(t+7),a5(t) :), (2.27¢)

where a; represents the intracavity quadrature operators of the signal mode defined

by
oGy =a ( ) + alt) (2.28a)
and
— [n’fu) . a(t)] . (2.280)
Then applying (2.28a). we can write

(: ar(t + 1) a(t) :) = (a(t + 7)alt)) + +(al (t +T)a(t)) + (al (t)a(t+ 7))
-HJu+ﬂJun—kJu+rn t+r][ )+atM
Using the Q-function (2.25), one can easily verify that
(a(t)) = (T (1)) =0,
so that

(:ar(t+ 7). aq(t) N= (a(t+ T)a(t)) + (a t +7)a(t)) + (a (t)a(t+ 7))
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+af(t +r)al (). (2.29)

A two-time correlation function is expressible in the Schrédinger picture as

(ﬂ.T(f)u(_t +$ 7)) =T uhi)]u(r)p(f}} -

Upon expanding the density operator in normal ordering and introducing the com-

pleteness relation

m

1=/ﬁ‘l o) (al (2.30)

the above expression can be put in the form

(“i(t)ﬂ(ﬁ +7)) = / ‘{-Tn Z Cia(t) Tr [u*(ﬂ}u[r]!n}f:n’uh[l})u"‘(ﬂ_}] :

Lom

Now applying the identity

da

|a) (ar]a™ = (r.) + —f-}—) l{Iﬁ)(n]). (2.31)
we have
2 o b, m
(ﬂ:f(t]a(t +7)) = f iﬁ Z Cim(t) o (r‘r + 6;;) Tr [f&T(U)H(T)I(O(Ol]
or
: = ) . .
(al(t)a(t+71)) = /d"a Q (n-'.n + :;(Tf) Tr [rri(ﬂ)a[r)ln;(ni} : (2.32)
We note that

Tr [ai[(})a[f)]n)(u[] = a"Tr[a(7)p(0)] = " Tr [a(0)p(7)],

in which

p(0) = |a)(al.
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Therefore one can write that

Tr [ﬂi[ﬂ)u(r)]u)(al] = n'/dz,\ A QA A7), (2.33)
where Q(A", A, 7) reduces to
QW A7) = zexp[-(A = a)’]
at the initial time. Substitution of (2.33) into (2.32) leads to

(at(t]a[t +7)) = /dza d*\ Q (n'.n + 7()—1‘) a” QA A7) A (2.34a)
dax

[t can also be established in a similar manner that

x ’ , ) w = P
(a'(t + 7)alt)) = frfzn d*\ Q ( Lo+ < :‘.) a QA AT) A (2.34b)

Jo”

(tIT[t + T](IT(.!'.)) = /(an d* A\ Q ( SO T = —L f) a” Q[/\'.,\. Y A, (2.34¢)

o
(a(t + 7)a(t)) = /dza d°\ Q (n'.n- s %I) a QN A1) A (2.34d)
iy
so that combination of (2.29) and (2.34) yields
d
(: ay(t +7) ai(t) )_fri au,'/\Q(a nr+-j—— f)(o-{—rr ) Q(A ) (A4 A7),
(2.35)

Replacing (o, o™, @, a5 1) by (M. A" 0,a%,7) in the Q-function (2.23), we have

Q A /\‘ )_ (—}e\cp[ B[T \.\+ —(-—)( +’\2)+D}{T)/\+ f_)h{—]\

where A’, B, C' and D' are described by expressions (2.24) with (a,, a3, t) re placed

by (o, ", 7). It then follows that

d* A . )
/d'}'z\ ()\-i-/\')Q(;\'.,\.'r) T]/— (A + A )exp[=B(r)A"A

+g_£)1)- ()“"" + M) + D'(7)\ + D"(T),\'}

-
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or

/dZ,\(,\+\)Q(,\ A1) = [W‘LW]” /—-—t\p[—B[il'\\

C"{)

(}\'3 ) b ) + D(7)\ + D"{r)/\’] :

In view of the relation

.;.fg--{--r'u“' +|'.']'." }

/— exp[—al\” XbbX2 dia)™ +r£\+c\]_ ; i (2.36)
(i

— 4be

we fnd that

" B'D'D"+ 5 (D7 +D'?)
: . Alexp s
[ 13 19 ] ! =

oD+ an- e

fd‘*,\ (A + 290\, A, 7)

Now performing the differentiation and using the explicit forms of A’, B’. €', D" and
D', one gets

fd"A (A4 A7)0\, 7) = e~ (3+9)7 (0 + o), (2.37)

so that combination of (2.35) and (2.37) leads to

(tar(t+7),a1(t) ) = ¢~ (340 /d‘n © ( ;o F f) (0 + a** + 2aa").

(2.38)

We recall that

(A) = Tr ( (zl..-im))
expanding the density operator in normal ordering and introducing the completeness

relation (2.30), one can write that

A= [ L2 5 i) Tr [fo)elala" Aol )]

t m

On account of the relation (2.31), this expression takes the form

(A):/dl C)( +£— f) A, (o, a), (2.39)



where A, (", ) is the c-number equivalent of A[“i ,a) for the normal ordering.

Therefore, in view of (2.39), expression (2.38) can be put in the form
Gay(t+7),a4(t) :) = e~ (F+8)7 (a'z +a’+ ’:z a) (2.140)
so that applying the Q-function (2.25). we have

2 o B Pz g
(al? + a? + 24T a) = /B }—(*z(r)] :(x-+n'i+2m'— 2) exp [~ B(t)a"a

or

f2 1'\_ d d*a
+ 2 =2 {) = e ki 2 —
la a’ + 2a B(t) — C*(t )[)( ()B ] exp [—-B(t)a o

C'(t) . ;
- -—{-l(n‘3+o")] )

2

Upon carrying out the integration with the aid of the relation (2.36), we get

f2 4 "-+2T =2 B'-!_('_".‘(_f‘f___a ____i -
(Rl oc "B ) VB-C

and using the explicit forms of B and C from (2.24), we find

263 [l — e”[""“"‘j“]

{.';:Jf‘e +a+ '.’ata') = - > Bl (2.41)
Finally substitution of (2.41) into (2.40) results in
24 [1 — e~ 30Nt A aB Y
(: ay(t +7),ai(t) N=- X [1+2x3 ]e-(s-'--»)-_ (2.42a)
Following a similar procedure, one can readily verify that
2wHB 1 = —(y=-2x0)t =
ool fs. | ~(3-0)r, (2.42b)

(: aa(t + 7) aa(t) 3) = v —2&f3

Now setting 7 = 0 and recalling that

(Am}z =1+ (: ay(t), a1(t) )

17



with a similar expression for (Aay)?, we see that

21\'15 [l == f*"{'i-I-Zm'J‘]:]

(Ag))*=1- T onP (2.43a)
and
5 263 [l - t'""‘z"""j”]
(Aar) =1+ 2.4
) = (2.43b)
At steady state (¢ — oo) these expressions take the form
Aai)? = ) 9
(Aay) ~ T 258 (2.44a)
and
i v
Awy) = —— 2.
(Aay) o (2.44b)
and at threshold (k3 — 7). we see that
2 _ ] .
(Aﬂl} — -;; {‘.-.’..-LNE)
and
(Aag)® — <. (2.450)

Equations (2.43), (2.44) and (2.45) represent the variances of the quadrature oper-
ators. We note from these equations that the fluctuations in the first quadrature 13

below the vacuum level with enhanced fluctuations in the second quadrature. This

verifies that the signal mode is in a squeezed state.

Anwar and Zubiary [43] have evaluated the variances of these two quadrature

operators with the DPO coupled with a squeezed vacuum. When r set equal to zero,

the results they obtained reduce to (2.43) and (2.45). In addition, the variances

described by (2.43) and (2.45) are in a complete agreement with the results found by

Milburn and Walls (44] and Lugiato as well as Strini [45].
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Now combining (2.26), (2.27¢) and (2.42), we put the spectrum of the quadratures

fluctuations as

‘ B~ [1 = e=lr+2=0)t - } ..
‘S] (UJ) = = [‘ 4+ 253 ] j dr f-_[ FHal+iw)r (2.46a)
! - ¢ -
and
_.)h'} li— o= (v =2r0)t of )
S‘z((b’) =1+ v [7 ==z ] / r_h_t-(:z-—-n.'3+|u)r. (z“}h}
LK e

Then applying the stationarity property for the integral (2.46a), we have

‘ 1 ey 20t 00 s
Silw)=1-= 2804 [l i ] [/ dr f'_(%+";’+'“')" + f dr f"{“;H"‘F’“}']
)]

- L] - f-
v + 2x03 0

so that
8y [I — er+20)]

S(w)y=1- : (2.47¢
@) (4 + 2r0)? + (2w)? "l
Similarly for the second quadrature operator, one finds
SxA~ [1 — —(y=2ni)t
Gl)= 1 ¥ —— [ i _J | (2.47)
' (y = 2r3)% + (2w)*
At steady state (t — o) expressions (2.47) take the form
~ 2xf)? 2w)?
Si(«) = 1= ey )_. il (2.48a)
(y + 268)* + (2w)*
and
~ 4+ 2k8)% + (2w)?
5yfw) = LEZBSH ) (2480)
(v —268)* + (2w)*
and at threshold (k8 — %) these reduce to
Qi e (2.49a)
1{ ) ",2 +u;)
and
g e (2.49b)



Expression (2.49) is the squeezing spectrum of the signal mode at steady state and at
threshold. From (2.49a) we note that the squeezing spectrum is a Lorenzian with a
width of 24. Moreover, one can see that at w = 0, there is a complete suppression of
the noise in the first quadrature with infinitely enhanced fluctuations in the second
quadrature. The results given in expressions (2.45) and (2.49) are in a complete
agreement with the results obtained by Collet and Gardiner [31] .

An experiment demonstrating the generation of a squeezed light in a DPO oper-
ating below threshold has been performed by Wu et al. [21]. At a fixed frequency w

they have obtained a maximum noise reduction of 61% relative to the vacuum level.

2.3 The photon number distribution

Next we wish to calculate the photon number distribution for the signal mode

applying the Q-function (2.25). To this end, the photon number distribution for a

sinele-mode light is defined as

L 1 -
P(n) = (n|p(a'’,a)in). (2.50)
Introducing the completeness relation (2.30) twice in this expression one can write

P(n) = [ fa &8 (10 alp(al,)13) (3In)

or

where we have employed the relations

(n]n) =e 2

Sk
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and

g g™

(Bln) = e

—

\/H

Now ex 1 snsity i
Now expanding the density operator in normal ordering. we have

I'm 2

_ ({2 fl - - 1)
P(n] = ‘Z Cfm( _n r—' ( i J“(‘{])[ (w)] (n ;[T{ ’“1 f\

or

.lm 1‘- 2

: {" a" 3 " 3
P(ﬂ] — Z Cfm i ((}r::‘-)"(‘r'f.f'” exp [_ (f}_(j._.i_j)jl (al3)
so that application of the relation
(a|3) = exp {— (w)—ﬂ) + n'd]

vields

i {1 1?3
P(n) = — Z Cin(t) | = ‘ﬂ_ (a8 o™ B" cxp[—ata— "B+ ath]. (2!

2.52)
I'm %
Then rewriting (2.52) as
. I d*a 23
P(n) = - L Cimll) [ — a"a"exp[—ata + A\ al / '—N— - ghds it
“im "
X Cxp ['_-'Ij-:j + “‘.3 + ’\3-” A=A*=0"?
one can put the photon number distribution in the form
1 o*" da .
P(n) = F Z C,-m(t)m [ T o exp|—a a+ ,\'r_‘:]
lm
o f—e\l)[—if—o-n J'-ﬂ-\i”
()n"“ A=A*=0
Now performing the integration over {J with the aid of (2.36) leads to
)Zrt o Jm Ve
i oiflond - A
P(n) I}: Cim ”d\'"d,\" [ . aexp[-a’a + A"a] Do [e*] L)



and upon differentiating with respect to a®, one finds

o d* o
Cm i e — -:t" —ax o+ A -T zl'l.l
,Z tm )}\_'(}\n [\ / — 0 xp[—a"a+XNa+ A } .

or

()-u '}I fz'.
n] Z l’??l d \-ud \r: [‘\mﬁ / : "“ I',\'.'] [—(\'-f‘l 4 ,'\.fl -+ .\f}.]}

{m asA =l
Next on integrating over o, we obtain
1 e I;)If A®A
P(n) = — (hisl? P Y
= Z im (1) 3o [ EEU N
and differentiating [ times with respect to A, we find
P(n) = lz Ci {:)~-L [AAm et (2.53)
”!I mi gAmgAn L7 7 \=A*=0" /
Expression (2.53) can also be put in the form
w0 [Q(AT A ) )
P(n) = L ] (2.54)

n! INTONT

where

LS
it
it

Q(\ /\! — Z {I’m. ’)\-:\” [.

f Hi

Employing the Q-function (2.25) in (2.54), one can then write the photon number

distribution for the signal mode as

|
|

= C 1.2 =21]
VBT =C20"exp (1 - B)a"a + —[‘-‘ +a’) _ (2.56)

n! da"da""

P(n) =

la=a*=0

' i cponentia ‘tions in power series, we have
Now, expanding the exponential functions in pe

e B I :
-pwa = 5~ U= (ava),
[=0 '

o >3] l -(. S 3
€2 —. ﬂ ? (x

k=0



and

o0 WY I
L‘.a'} l ( ] 2
et = E — =) a™
m! \ 2

m=0

so that (2.56) takes the form

B 2 (1 = BYCk+m gn (of+3kgel+2m
P(n) = : Z [‘ = B) J (a a )‘
n! ik Qk+m Ll 1 ! daria=" . L

or

v/ 2 (12 0 i Irtkdm On 142k an «l42m
P(n)z_B;_’.(_'Z (1 = By Ckr= g0 Lo 5] 8% (o™ )‘ |

dk+m LN ! D - P
. @ k'l m! oy o

On account of the relation

d(x™) » m! S s
- = x (2.97)
o e (m—n)!

the above expression takes the form

VBT—C? i (1= BYCH*m(1 4 2k)! (14 2m)! a+2=ngri+im=n
n!

Qktmpl 1! (14 2k —n)! ({4 2m —n)!

I,kym=0 a=o*=0
(2.58)

P(n.) =

We note that (2.58) is different from zero if

| 4+2k=n=0

and

[+2m—=n=0.

From these equations we see that

m = A’

and

l=n- '.3;-



Hence, Expression (2.58) reduces to

P(ﬂ.) o Wi “!2“ - B)“"n‘('ik
) 2T (n — : 2.59

i k=0 22k k12 (n — 2k)! ( )
Since (n — 2k)! is defined for zero or positive integer, we see that

n—2k>0
so that
k< f;
Therefore, one can put (2.59) in the form
P( )_ \/m ["] n!'i"l . f}}""zk(""!,‘r .

= ! QW pI2(p — 2k) (2.60)

n:
k=0

where [n] = 2 (for even n) and [n] = 23* (for odd n). This equation represents the

photon number distribution for the signal mode. In the absence of cavity damping

(v = 0), one finds from (2.24b) and (2.24¢)

B=1

and

C = —tanh(x3t).

then, substituting these values into (2.60), in the absence of cavity damping the

photon number distribution takes the form

0 for odd n
P(n.).—_ (2.61)
nltanh™(xG¢) tanh™(xG)Hi(0) Sl
(3! Teosh(rit)  n! 2" cosh(rff) for even n

The probability of finding odd number of photons is zero due to the fact that the

signal photons are generated in pairs.



| ' - 4 b . |
Next we seek to obtain the photon number distribution in terms of the mean

photon number at steady state. To this end, we express the mean photon number as

= /dza aa”Qla,a,t) =1
so that application of (2.25) results in

5 B
) mm—— e ],
B — ("

At steady state (2.24b) and (2.24c) take the form

M ope ! 2
Lol o
and
(..' - —;;-E-—‘—:—;i‘—}—)-z, (2.“2!’)

Therefore, at steady state the mean photon number is put in the form

In terms of the mean photon number at steady state, (2.62) can be rewritten as

B=1 Tgs.
= 3, + 2
and
iy (27is + 1)
gy +2

so that in view of these expressions (2.60) takes the form

w0 . ¢
V2 n! (‘-’"” t 1) , (2.63)

(3Mss + 2)n+’- U 2(n—2k)! 25

Pss(n) =

This is the intracavity photon number distribution of the signal mode at steady

state. The form of the intracavity photon number distribution obtained by Vyas and

Singh [33], applying the positive P-function, is different from (2.63). However, both

distribution functions have identical values.
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3. The Nondegenerate Parametric Oscil-
lator

The nondegenerate parametric oscillator is a quantum optical system which pro-
duces a two-mode squeezed light. In a NDPO a pump photon of frequency w interacts
with a nonlinear medium inside a cavity and is down converted into highly correlated
signal and idler photons with frequencies w; and w; such that w; +w; = w. This
phenomenon for the first time was observed in parametric amplification by Burnham
and Weinberg [46] and later by Friberg et al. [47].

A theoretical analysis of quantum fluctuations in intensity difference and guadra-
ture components for signal-idler modes has been made by a number of authors for
the past few years [49,52,54-56,58,61]. The spectrum of the intensity-difference fluc-
tuations in the signal-idler modes for equal cavity decay rates has been calculated for
below threshold by Reynaud et al. [49]. On the other hand, taking into considera-
tion different cavity decay rates and intracavity losses Lane et al. [61] have analyzed
the spectrum of intensity-difference fluctuations. In addition, Reid and Drumoned
have obtained the spectrum of quadrature component-difference fluctuations above

threshold [52].

Due to the strong correlation between the signal and idler modes it has been

shown that the intensity-difference fluctuations is below the shot-noise level. This

has been confirmed experimentally by Heidmann et al. [50] and Debuisschert et al.

(63].



Several groups have also analyzed the photon statistics of the signal-idler modes.
The mean and the variance of the photons have been calculated by Collet and Laudon
(53] and photon counting statistics has been analyzed by Vyas [59].

In this chapter we wish to analyze the intracavity fluctuations in the quadra-
ture components as well as the photon number distribution and the spectrum of
the intensity-difference fluctuations for the signal-idler modes generated in a NDPO

operating below threshold.

3.1 The Q-function

With the pump mode treated classically, the NDPO in the interaction picture is

described by the Hamiltonian (h = 1)

i = invo(ab—al6h) + ot + oty 4+ 60 + 61Ty, (3.1)

where & is the coupling constant, a(b) is the annihilation operator for the signal (idler)
mode and T, T} are heat bath operators and 7, is the amplitude of the pump mode.

Using standard techniques to eliminate the heat-bath variables [3] we find equation

of evolution for the density operator to be

%g =ilp, H]+ ‘}'a['_’.c:,ac:Jr —atap—pala) + 752 — btbp — pbb]. (3.2)

where

H' = ixy,(ab— rrfbf). (3.3)
Applying (3.3) expression (3.2) can be put in the form

do (pab — pnTbJ{ — abp + aTpr) - '},,('.Qa,.fmf - a)[u.p - ;m?u]

a = —HK%o
1 (2bpbl = bTbp = pbTb). (3.4)
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To obtai .
o obtain the Fokker-Planck equation for the Q-function one should put all terms in

expression (3.4) 1 : .
P (3.4) in normal ordering. To this end, we note that a and b are independent

operators and p = p(a,b.af‘bT,t) so that applying the relations (2.3). we have

pat = ﬂfp T %
da
SRR
dp,+ _40p | P*p
—b ==+ —.
Oa da * dadb
[t then follows that
tot = oot Tf}p Tr}p D
a b
Y aibipta l a ?)u'fr'H)‘
Similarly
: i
abp = pub + L—u ¢ —h ——‘)—'”-—
bt T obtoat
In view of expression (2.4c), one can write
2bpbl — bTbp — pbTb = 2 P L5100 L OBy 0p
abfop ot 0b

so that substitution of (3.5) along with (2.4¢) into (3.4) leads to

dp d*p d*p dp dp f Lt ()p}
-~ =k — g —— + —b+ + 7
ot =" [3086 t dfont T o dal 2" Ba
s dp p ] [ d*p tdp , Op
' — + —a+2p| + +b —b+2
s dal " kit il abtab abt 9

All terms in this expression are in normal ordering (ass
ordering). Now upon replacing each o

Planck equation takes the form

(3.5a)

(3.5b)

(3.5¢)

da f a

] (3.6)

[_, Pp

suming that p is also in normal

perator by its c-number equivalent, the Fokker-

9Q wg. o9 09, 0 . 99 Lfi] [ 9°Q
Bt e 80:6;3 r)a dar0pr | 08 '( da*’ J/3 o “Oatda
: "
A0A eRESEE
" Aoy it




L0Q  0Q 92
+ar = 4 = Q Q =l
@ 6Q,+aaa+2Q]+‘ra [2)38;3+ 3" 35 T J+ Q] (3.7)

where a(f3) is the c-number equivalent for a(b). Recalling that o, o, 3 and 3° are

independent variables and applying the relations (2.6). we can put (3.7) in the form

99 _ . [32@ L _0%Q | 3aQ) ?}(;3Q}+E){Q'Q)+€)f.¥‘()}]+_q [,) 9:Q

ot~ " |93 " darop T 95 T 9o 93 da * Do Oax
(a"Q)  d(aQ) 920 98Q) 9(3Q)
R ' _
g | da ]+ [ous Bt e T au]
or
9Q(a" 0, 67, 8,t) [x ) P »
ot i s dad,i ()a a,s M T L T +E )
b B
(2 a0 +T“) P (23,5-513
d .. 0 ; y .
ad —f Zﬁﬁ)] Q(a",a, 3%, 8,t). (3.8)

[ntroducing Cartesian coordinates defined by

a=x+ 1) (3.9a)
and

B =13+ 1Y, (3.95)

the above Fokker-Planck equation can be put in the form

AQ(zy.x2. Y1, Y25t) _ [ Ta s ﬁ) ﬁ(_oi+0_2)
ot =13 \eztaz) T2 \o2 " 0y

oo ( B PN (Dt - - o)
+—2_(6:r15‘1:2 dy10y2 + ¥ &rlx' dza ' O # d:;zl

9 9 9 9 pp— 3.10
+ Y (Exl-‘—d: )+‘n-(a z+(}'zyz)]Q(Ii-.-f--yt-y_-r)- (3.10)

Assuming equal cavity damping rates for both the signal and idler modes (7, = % =
Ass ge 3

), we have

; i L L &% f @
dQ('«‘Jz,itzayh?fz.-f) _ J C ) + (
ot |2 \ o=} P Ay} % dr3 : dy3 2 \dr,0r;
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i ) 0 0 ) ) ;
. +n--,o(_r 2.8 &Y (8
dy10y, dzy 2+0ng' f)yiyz f);;zy' L _r')r,ﬁ
0

By,‘h 632‘52 + aT”yz) Q1. x2.y1.¥2.1). (3.11)

In order to obtain the solution of this differential equation applying the propagator

methed. we introduce the transformation defined by

L1 = T+U (3.12a)
Iy=1o—1u, (3.12b)
n=v+y, (3.12¢)
Yp=0—Y (3.12d)

so that with the aid of the relation

d dr 9 Ou 9

—_— e — 3.13)
dz, Or,dr Ox,0u : '
one readily obtains
i=l i i . (3.14a)
dr, 2|0z  Ou]
dr, 2 |0r Ou
Ay 2 |dv  dy]
dy, 2 |0v  Jy|
[t then follows that
02 - o 92 92
--d—“'=l Ly—-{-—c’—-i-'z.d‘ ]-. (3.15a)
dr? 4 |02 0P drdu
o r a2 92 o2
Y L S ] (3.15b)
or; 4 | dx? Ju? Jxrdu
Y r a2 92 o2
. i+£—.+24—], (3.15¢)
dyr 4 [? dyt - ovdy
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EoAE LG,
dyd 4 [0 T Gyt "auay] ’
¢ _1[8® &
0z,0z5 4 [;)f_? i ()?] ’
A o
Ondy, 4 [E}T - .:)_y'i] '

Then combining (3.11), (3.12), (3.14) and (3.15), we find

Wepun)_[1( 2 7 2 0 (2

ot da?  Oy*  our v 8 \0z?
N O O T T, T

our vt T\ oz dy YT " + Pr "o\ 9z
J J
-—r)—uu - J;L)] Qlr.y.u.v.t)
or
Q(z,y,u,v,t)  [[(K1.+27 i _‘f‘i N (N",,, - .2*,-) ( a*
at B 8 drt  dy? 8 du?
J d d 0 _

+ (K% +7) (-(-)—x + 0—JJ) — (K7 —7) (Eu - —l)] Q(z,y,u,v,

. b 8 B8 2
VYo Us Vs 520 5y Bu? B

......

Now replacing (:r

|Q(t))). Equation (3.16) can be put in the form

z+h)+ 5 (52 + p2) + 1A (P + i)
— i\ (putt + pu)] 1Q(2)

where

’\l = K% +2A:‘1

A3 = K% =27,
Az = K7+ 7,
My = K% — 7
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(3.15¢)

(3.15f)

o

)

o

t).  (3.16)

(3.17)

(3.18a)
(3.18b)
(3.13¢)

(3.18d)



The solution of (3.17) is expressible as

|Q(t)) = U]Q(0)), (3.19)

in which
{7 = exp(—iflt) (3.20)

and

3 -AI - - -AE Ly - P
H=—iT (o +8,) +ig (B +5)) = X (B + Bd) + Aa (it +500). (3:21)

Multiplying (3.19) by (z,y,u,v| from the left, we have
Q(z,y.u,v,t) = (z,y,uv, |!'.-'|Q{o]>

and introducing the four dimensional completeness relation for the position eigen-

states

| oo
(R
—

I = /d;r’dy'dqufvlh_", oy ey e v, (3.

we obtain

L}

Q(z,y,u,v,t) = ]d;r'dy’du'dv’()(.r,y,-u,w,tl.r',y’.u'.v'.U)QD(J",!}',HF-1‘ )y (3.23)

where

Q' y ' v) = (2w, v1Q(o) (3.24)

and

O,y s v, tlesy' w0, 0) = (@ y w01 o). (3.23)

Next we wish to find the Q-function propagator (3.25) applying the me! hod we

emploved in section 2.1. The propagator for a quadratic Hamiltonian of the form

H- = azﬁz + Gyaﬁy + auﬁu + auﬁu + br(t]ﬁ;i + by(t)ﬁu.';’ + bu(”p'lﬁ + b,_.“)ll}.‘!.‘
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+ e.(t)3* + ey ()7 + e, (t)i® + co(t)d?

is expressible as [1]

o ke o shia AAVE 2 Geie AkiE 4w &
A-(x,y,u,v,t|x',y',u',-,,u,:)=[: a-*.s;]%[z a*scr[; d“b..]’ i d-.s,‘]*

2 0z'0z| |27 0y'0y| |27 owdu| |27 'ov
: )
X exp [—5 f bult) + B(0) + ) + buft)] dz'-ns:.]. (3.26)
0
Since from (3.21) b, = b, = =\3, b, = b, = A and recalling that & = ., the
Q-function propagator associated with the Hamiltonian (3.21) can be written as
i S \H[i @S 1i[i 98¢
Q(z,y,u v, t|z ,y u,v,0) =MW 2 e e e
Iy, ) 2r dz'Ox 27 Oy’ dy 2% Ou'du
% : 025‘6 Ji 1S, (3 ’7)
e | @tPC 3.2
27 dv'ov '

We now proceed to get the classical action. To this end, we note that the “Hamil-
tonian function” associated with the quantum Hamiltonian (3.21) is

-/\1 2 2 A 2 2 ; 7 9%

Y (Pz +7,) +i5 (P2 + %) = Xa (pex + pyy) + Aa (puu + pov)  (3.28)

and hence the corresponding “Lagrangian™ is

L = @ps +ypy + upu + vp, — H. (3.29)

Applying Hamilton's equation

one readily gets
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4i(H — A\gv)

P =~
u j\z

Hence, employing these expressions along with (3.28) in (3.29). one gets
— - e 2 2 3
=g [(& + As2)* + (5 + \sy)?] - ,\—‘ [(i = Aqw)? + (5 = Aw)?] . (3.30)

Upon using (3.30) and the Euler-Lagrange equations, we obtain

F=2Mz =10,
§— Ay =0,
i — Afu =i,

b— v =0

The solutions for these equations can be written

r = Ae® + Be™™, (3.31a)
y= Ge™t + He™™", (3.31b)
u=CeMt + De™™, (3.31¢)
v = EeM + Fe~ ™ (3.31d)

respectively. Then substitution of these expressions along with their time derivatives

into (3.30) leads to

—

and 12
8!/\;21(.42 + Gz)e'z.\;l o %ﬁ{(‘o? 5 F?'}l'_’—")'\“. (_333]
1

A

Now employing (3.32) in the relation

7
S, = / L(t)dt
0
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and carrying out the integration, the classical action takes the form

41 oy o By s i
Se= = (T = 1) (4467 + (T 1) (DP 4 P2, (339)
2
Setting
[2(0),y(0),u(0),v(0)] = [,y u',v]
and
[&(T), 9(T), (D), o(T)] = [ 0" o]
from (3.31), one easily finds
.If P Inel\__lT.
A= T
W
v Y=y £
Gi=im | €27 — ] |’
u.l . -u"E_'\"T
D = [—-——E_H‘T_I ]
UI' . U"{:_‘\"T
F:—[ —TanT — ] ]

On account of these expressions the classical action (3.33) can then be written as

sidg [ —e™) (v —ye)?] | 4k [ (0 = uer)?
Sc = /\1 62.\3! -1 + 82,\3t =l )\2 8_2"‘*' S
’ 2
(v —ve™™!) ”
L == v (3.34)

where we replaced (z",y" u", 0", T) by (z,9,u,0,1). Now applying (3.34), we have

§'s. _ 0°S. _ Bk e (3.35a)
929z Oydy M et—1

and
&S, _ &S, _ =8\ e (3.35)
Judu  ovdv A e t—1
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so that combination of (3.27), (3.34) and (3.35) leads to

Gl i O [ 163,
T2\, (1- 6‘2'\3’) = e2t)
—4)\; § o ’ ol
~ P m (:z: +z%e7t _ 9p'pe~ Mt 4 y2 + y"r_-“""-" — 2y'ye=t)
-4\ i ; S
§ X (1= et (u® + e — 2uueM + v® + 0% — 20'ue “')] . (3.36)

Equation (3.36) is the Q-function propagator for the signal-idler modes. Although we
are interested in the case for which the signal-idler modes are initially in a vacuum

state, we also need the Q-function satisfying the initial condition

|

L) 2 ]
o —a‘,] - ‘,3 — o

Y. 1
Qo(a tﬁ]: ‘_-zexp [_
3
or, in terms of the Cartesian variables (3.9)
Pl L S 1 ' 2 ' 2 ' 2 ' '2]
Qo(T1, T2, Y1, Y2) = 5 €XP [(—'-rl —210) — (23— 220)" = (¥1 = ¥10)" — (V2 —¥20) | -
This can also be expressed in terms of &', ¥, u" and v’ such that

‘/.d‘r!l dw; dy; dy; Q,,[:B;,x;,y;, y;) = /f!.z"’ dy; du' v’ Qo(-":,r yr, ”-fs 7—";)-.

where

Q.(z',y', v\ V) = |J|exp [-2(z" - 2.) =20y = yo)? — 2(u' — u,)?) = 2(v' = v,)?]
(3.37)
and J is the Jacobian of the transformation given by

9r dy du Jv
dz2




so that using (3.12) one finds |J| = 4. Consequently, we see that
!/ ! [ [ 4 1] 2 " e
Qo(' ¥, ', v) = —exp [-2(2' - 2,)" = 2y" — yo) — 2w’ = u,)*)* = 20" — v,)?] -
(3.38)

Now substituting (3.36) along with (3.38) into (3.23), we have

AN and
Wil = [m = )] o (5o - o)
/ dz’ exp [ (l\!—é/\_e:;:‘) ‘2) 2™ + exp (ﬁf\——j;ifm + <lru) ;r’]
X exp (,\—(Ti\z'—yﬂﬂ) - ...Ju) / dy' exp [ (%—:i—') = -g) y"?
o (5 ey 400)¥] o (5 T~ 24)
X exp (,\—l%f:—;?) - Zvlf) ‘/:: dv’ exp [— (ﬁﬁ% - 2) i

8/\48‘\‘3
+ exp (A—zm +4v, | v
.-) ",I.’

and carrying out the integrations with the aid of the relation (2.22), we find

. e 16A3A4
Q(x,y,u,v, )— ﬂ_g[Al (2/\3-/\ -2.\.:] [,\2 +(2)‘4 u \J),.m]

—4); [(.r - I,,e"‘“’)g +(y— y,e"‘“)z]

Ll N
—4\g [(u— u,,e‘\*‘)z + (v - v,,e"“)z]
* Az + (2h = A2)e?M! |

Applying the inverse of the transformation described by (3.12) one can put the Q-

function in the form

1634
Q'(21. 22, Y1, Y2:1) _2[/\1 (20 = e 2N [Ar + (2A4 - \p)e]

-3 [(.’1:1 4129 — (T10+ T2)€ '\3‘) +(p—v2 — (yo— yzd).‘,-.\_ﬂ)-J
X exp M+ (2/\3 = = )6"‘\-'"
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._A4 [(31‘1—.1‘2 = (Jlo—xzo)ez\;t)2+(yl+y2 . (ylg_l_yb)e.\.r)z]
A+ (20 = Ay)edh

+

(3.39)

[t can be easily verified that the Jacobian of the inverse transformation is J = 1‘ We

can then write

/da: dy du dv Q(z,y,u,v,t) = /dr, dzy dyy dy; Q(zy.x2.y1. Y2, 1),

where

Q'(zy, 23, y1, Y2, t). (3.40)

|
Q(‘zl!'r?.lyh ylst) = Z

Now taking into account (3.9), (3.39) and (3.40), we get

t : .
Q(a,B,t) = %-)-exp [-B(t)(a"a+ 3"8) + C(t)(af + a"87) + D(t)a + E(t)3
+ D*(t)a”™ + E*(t)53°], (3.41)
where
A(t) = [Bz(t) - C*(t)] exp [- (be*™ + ae™™) (aja, + 3]3,)
+ (be*Mt = ae™™") (@uBs + 037)] (3.42a)
B(t)=b+a, (3.42b)
C(t)y=b—a, (3.42¢)
D(t) = (beA“ +ae~ ) af — (be™ - ae~") 3, (3.42d)
E(t) = (be™ +ae™) 7 — (be™' - ae™™") ay, (3.42¢)
with
a= s (3.43a)
TN+ (20 = Ay) e
and
b= Mo, (3.43b)
— /\2 + (2/\4 g ,\2) ez.\ﬂ
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Since we are i i y T : . g i oa g
interested in the case for which the signal-idler modes are initially in a

vacuum state, setting a, = a = f§, = 3 = 0 in (3.41), yields
B(t) - C*(t)
Qla, B,t) = [_—7_] exp [—B(t)(a"a+ °8) + C(t)(af + a"37)]. (3.44)

Applying (3.44) the Q-function for the signal mode only is expressible as

B(t)-C

Q(a,a‘*,t)_[ (e ] =B(t)(a"a) -'%—3 exp [-B(1)3" 3+ C(t)as

T
+ C(t)a" 8

with the aid of the relation (2.36), one then finds
1 [BY(t) = C*(1) (t)—C*() . m
Qla,a”,t) = . [ B(f ] [ ( B(D) )u n] ; (3.45)

3.2 Quadrature squeezing of the signal-idler modes

In this section we wish to study the quadrature fluctuations of the signal-idler

modes. To this end, we define the intracavity quadrature operators for the signal-

idler modes as

[a; -+ bl (;-“)ﬂ}

Sl

and

I o
= -‘/—i(az + by), (3.46b)

where (a;,az) and (b1, bz) are the quadrature operators for the signal and idler modes

defined according to (2.28b), respectively. Then one can easily verify that the vari-

ances of these quadrature operators are expressible in the form

g . 2
(B = H(Aa) 4 SABF + (k) ki)
4 RS, i lt‘ﬁﬂﬁ‘?’
&. - ﬂ.’ﬁ_ ‘i

) m.._:!uu.sbi'ﬁ“” 3

B




and
(AQP=%umg?+gA@V+o@my
in which
(Aar)? =1+ 2(ala) + () + (a?) - (a)? = (al)? = 2(a')(a),
(M) = 1+2(aTa) — (af?) - (a®) + () + (al)* —2(aT)(a).
(a1,b1) = (arby) = (ar)(by)

with similar expressions for (Ab;)?%, (Aby)? and (az, by).

Applying the Q-function for the signal mode only (3.45), we can write

. B2(t) — C*(t) o B(t) - C%(t) ]
(a) = By _/_rr-ﬂ exp —-(————-—B”J )w ol .

2 _ B3(t) - C*(t) dz__a.a'z P‘(][— w (:'n]
@)"[ B(t) ]/ r & ( B(t) ) |

and

(3.47b)

(3.48a)

(3.486)

(_3.-33;‘)

so that on account of the relation (2.36), we find

(a) — (az) =10
and
(afa) = —-—B{t—)"— =1

= B(t) - C¥(t)
Similarly, one finds
(al) = (@) =0

In view of the above results, expressions (3.48a) and (3.48b) take the form

2 _ (A _)2: __,i.BEl_-— S
(Aay)* = (Aaz B(t) - C*(t)
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(3. 19h)

(3.49¢)

(3.50)




Since the Q-function for the idler mode is identical to that of the signal mode, we see

that

- 2B(t) -
(Abl)2 = (Abz)z = m - L (3.51)

Employing (2.28a) in (3.43c) and taking into account the results (3.49a) and (3.49¢).

we have
(a1, bi) = ((a +al)(b+ b))
and using the Q-function (3.44), we can then write that

o &
(a1, b)) = (B* = (C?) —ﬂ_ﬁ Tﬂ(a +a™)(B+ 3 )exp[—B(a"a + 758)+ Clajs

+a"f7)].

Replacing C'a by C’ in the exponential part, we can put this integral in the form

——— 13 i3]
(o b) = (B0~ C30) [ S+ aryempre [0 2]
X /?exp [-B3"B+C'A+C"5

so that integration over 8 using (2.36) yields

d*a o -Ba‘al O d
(alab'l} (Bz(t) Cz(t) /-W—(Cf-{-ﬂ Je ? ':(‘;C' & o :I B

Differentiating with respect to C', C'" and replacing (C',C") by (Car,C'x™), one then

finds

2 BZ _ ('2 o
(ay,by) = [C(832 ]] /d:a( +20"a+a"?) exp [— ( B )n'n] . (3:52)

The result of carrying out this integration, taking into account (3.49). leads to

20(t) (3.53)
(a0 = Bty — o2(t) ‘
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Similarly one readily verify that

_ 2w
(o) = =By~ oy

Finally, combining (3.47), (3.50), (3.51), (3.53) and (3.54), we have
(Aq)? = e |

and

7 S S =
(Ae2)” = Brys o)

so that using the explicit forms of B(t) and C(t) from (3.42b) and (3.42¢) along with

(3.43), we arrive at

gy = TR
c1) =
y n,’ + K-’]‘a
and
o =2(y=rve)t
T — K7€
Ac)? =
( 2) ¥ — K%
At steady state (3.55) takes the form
Ag) =
(Ber) v+ K%
and
Ae z ] A
( 2) q= K%

When the amplitude of the pump mode 7, — 2, we find

1
(f.\cﬂz = E

and

(AC-_:_]? — O0.

(3.55a)

(3.55h)

(3.56a)

(3.560)

(3.5Ta)




Equations (3.53), (3.56) and (3.57) show that for ¢ > 0 the fluctuations in the
first quadrature is below the vacuum level with enhanced fluctuations in the sec-
ond quadrature. This indicates the signal-idler modes in a NDPO are in a squeezed
state. Furthermore, from these results we also note that the Heisnberg uncertainty

principle is not violated.

3.3 The photon number distribution of the signal-idler modes

Next we seek to obtain the photon number distribution for the signal-idler modes
applying the Q-function obtained in section 3.1. To this end, we generalize Expression

(2.54) for a two-mode light as

4 adn " o otat BB
P(n,n) = (rr )2 0 [Q(u.n B.0%1)e ] \
ve=a=0*=0=0

;z_! i')a"‘f)n"?).-"i'“t’):i‘"

<o that in view of (3.44) the photon number distribution for signal-idler modes can

be put in the form

B.“'[f.) = CE(I) r')"“ t,_[R(t)(a'u-i-;i'4'1}+r"{l)(n.3+a‘;‘i‘]] -
e [ s ¢ & ———— (3.5
P(n‘.n) [ n!'.’ an_-nonnfjd-ud;in a'=\=.j'=.j:0_ \ 0)
in which

R(t) =1 — B(t). (3.59)

Upon expanding the exponential functions involved in expression (3.58) in a power

series, we have

B"”“’"“’] © REH(OCHN(L)
ik om=0

P(n,?l) = {“"—;ﬁ_—d kD m!

{'-)'hl [(.r-i-i-knk—l-m _-'j”+Ij'i;+m]

o
25 8@“(‘%:"3;3"‘&)13"

a*=a=0*=0=0
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so that performing the differentiation using the relation (2.57) leads to

P(n,n) = B(t) - C() S R (CH™()(k + m)! (I +m)!
ni? s dEOm! (k+m—=n) (I4+m—n)!
(e4+ k) (i + 1) S D
- =] -1 CEmi—n get _".." m-—rn 3.6"
Grek-n)iG+l—mi® & PP ] o
This expression is different from zero provided that
k+m—-—n=0,
l[+m—-—n=0,
i+k—n=0,
t+l—n=0.
It then follows that
1 =1m, (3.61a)
k=n-m, (3.61h)
l=n-—m. (3.61¢)

Substitution of (3.61) into (3.60) yields

¥ - n'! é 2({n—m “2m
P(n,n) = [B(t) - C*(1)] > [m] R =) ()™ (t)
m=0

Finally, noting that (n — m)! is defined for m < n and using (3.39), this expression
L] o

can be put in the form

v - n'! ; _ 12{n=m) 2m . 3.62
P(n,n) = [Bz(t) - Cz(t)] Z [m] [1 = B(t)] C*"t) ( )
m=0

This is the photon number distribution for the signal-idler modes generated in a

NDPO. In the absence of cavity damping, (3.43a) and (3.43b) reduces to
!

Q= l + (:-N"ml
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and

~ 1 + exvet

so on account of these relations (3.42a) and (3.42b) take the form

B(t) =1

and

C(t) = — tanh(x7,1).

Therefore the photon number distribution (3.62) turns out to be
tanh™(x,1)1°
(57 )} (3.63)

P(n,n) = {m

This expression is identical to the photon number distribution of a two-mode squeezed

vacuum [60]

3.4 The spectrum of the intensity-difference fluctuations

Here we wish to calculate the spectrum of the intensity-difference fluctuations of
the signal-idler modes. To this end, the spectrum of intensity-difference fluctuations

is defined as

5,;(.;.-):/ dr e~ (I (t + 7), IT(1)), (3.64)

oo

where

(394 7), I4(0) = (I + D) = (3 e+ )W) (365)

and

]:;ur(t_} = aT U‘)GUHI("') - tht“]hfmI{fJ- (‘IJ—HIH

out




in which @y (bout) is the operator describing the output signal (idler) mode and is

related to the input mode according to

Aout = \/27a(t) — a;q(t). (3.65¢)
Combining (3.65) and the relation

lat +7),aT ()] = 6(r),

it can be easily shown that the output intensity-difference fluctuations for a vacuum

input is expressible as

(I3 (t+7), I3 (1)) = 447 [(af(t)af(t + 7)a(t + 7)a(t)) — (al ()BT (¢ + 7)b(t + 7)alt))

+(bT ()T (¢ 4 )bt + 7)b()) — (b (1)l (¢ + 7)alt + T)(1)))
+9+6(7) [(a’f(t)a(t + 7))+ (b (t)b(t + ,—))] =4 [(aTu. +7)a(t +7))
ol 4 e+ )] [(al (Ba(e) - (bl (1)b(1))]
so that in view of the fact that

(at()a(t) = (6T (1)b(1)),

the above equation reduces to
(I3 (t4+7), I24(2)) = 4 [(af(:)af(z +7)a(t + 7)a(t)) = (al ()BT (¢ + 7)b(t + T)a(t))
(st (eyot (¢ 4 7+ TBE) — (T (DaT (4 Thalt + r)b(t)|
4+246(7) [(uT(t)a(t + 7))+ (fff[t)h(t - .-))] 2 (3.66)

Now making use of (3.66) one can express (3.64) as

i) =477 [ dr e ek + 0 (et et + 6Hou®)] (367
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in which

f t+7)= (“f(t (t+7)alt+ 7)alt)) — (af(t)bi(t + 7)b(t + 7)alt))

+(bF (&)b (¢ + )b(t + 7)6(8)) — (6T (t)al (¢ + 7)alt + 7)b(1). (3.68)

Applying a similar method we used in section 2.2, one can easily verify that the

two-time correlation functions involved in (3.68) are expressible as

(ai(t)af(t +7)a(t + 7)alt)) = f(F“ d*3 &*\ d*n Q ( 3.0+ L B+ f;. ")

da”
x a'a (A"A=1) Q(A™,n", A1, 7) (3.69a)

(aT(t)bf(t +7)b(t + 7)alt)) = /rfeu d*3 d&*\ d*y Q (n'.: Lo+ L 8+ )—rj—!)
i,

da~

x a'a(n'n=1) QN . 9", A7) (3.695)
(bT(t)bT(t +7)b(t +7)b(t)) = ./d?'a A3 N d*p Q ( a4+ d—:)}—- B+ ()(—i l’)
x B3 (n"n—1) QIN.n", A, 7) (3.69¢)

and

(b'i-(t)ai‘(t +7)a(t + -r)b(t)) = /dzq 4’3 a2\ qu Q ( B a+ )a 3+ % f)

x B8 (A"A=1) QA" 0", Ay, 7), (3.69d)
where Q(A‘,q',,\,q,r) is the Q-function for the signal-idler modes which takes the

form

Qo(/\-s U-"\sﬂ) = exp [_lA S ﬂr|2 o= ‘7? = ‘ljll]

at 7 = 0. Thus combination of (3.68) and (3.69) vields

> il — g 13}
(f(t+7)) =[d'a 23 d*\ d*n Q (n B a+ 5;—_-&‘-.‘- d_if)
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X ("= 3"8) (A =57p) QA" 7", A\.n. 7). (3.70)

Rep]'a'CIHg (a*!a? 6‘!3)“;, aaq ,Ba-| ﬁu't) I)y (/\‘,A, q.. I}', ﬂ'-,a‘ "i.!.‘it T) in exprpssion

(3.41), we have

. . A
QA A", 7) = ;:) exp [=B' () (AN +0"n) + C'(7) (A + A"n")

+D/(T)\ + E(r)p + D*(1)\" + E"(7)y], (3.71)

where A’, B, C’, D’ and E’ are given by expressions (3.42) and (3.43) with (a. a,, 3. 3..1)

replaced by (e, e, 3%, 3,7). It then follows that

3 A &*
/dz)\ d*n (A"A=n"p) QA" A\ "\, 7) = .4'/ ga el (A"A = ") exp [=B(\"A
T T
+7™0) + C'(Ap 4+ Xn") + D'A + E'n 4+ D"\ + E™p7]. (3.72)

Expressing this equation in the form

Pl s P A At = e e
1}'( =7 Q) AZAT L, T) = oD oD DEOE"™
X [A’fﬂ exp(=BA" A+ D'A+ D" A7)

T
di"? /= ' ! fy= ey =
x [ — exp(=Bn"n+ (C'A+ E')n+ (CA"+ E7)n7)
T

and integrating over n applying (2.36), we get

g _ A 0? 9* | Alexp[E'E"/B']
/d Adin (XA =n"n) QA A7) = |\ SRR T GE k" B’

2\ BJZ_C!E 2 4 94 : - C’ k J
X i—e‘(p[—(———éf——),\/\'{'(DJ.-E:E’)/\-}-(D T@E A

m

so that performing the integration over A leads to

0 d* Al

/ &\ &y (A =1™n) QA A7) = L;p»aph B m;w;'-] B? - ("

(‘, Tl fe ifm
a(D'E +D"E }].

Br‘ fu I ‘."4 /
(D"D'+E“E) + 5o —on

x exp[gr;—aa
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After carrying out the differentiation, one then finds

d*) d*n ("X =np* 1% o gl D*D - E*FE' _= B’ Y1y
f 1) QA" A\n",,7) —fi—ga || ga—galD"D

!

1= 1/ C
RECE )

(D'E' + D" E" )] |
Now employing the explicit forms of B, C", D', E'" along with their complex conjugate

in this expression, we obtain
-/d-z/\ *n (A A =n") QA A\ 7", 9,7) = M [a"a — 573]. (3.73)
and substitution of (3.73) into (3.70) yields
(f(t +7)) =M | Pad?FQ (a8 0+ —(—)—- 3+ i!
- e da* ag-
X [a'2a2 4829 - ‘.Zrt'cr,!:f'ﬁ] : (3.74)
On account of the relation (2.39), this can be expressed as

(ft+7)) =Ml [(a“a") + (o) = 2(ala b*b)] :
Noting that
afza2 = a?afz —4a ai + 2,
ala bTb=aafbbJ[—aaT-—bf)T+l
and recalling that the Q-function for the signal and idler modes are identical, the
above expression can be put in the form

(a?al? —2a al) = (¢ aTb 8T) + 1] . (3.75)

(f(t+7)) = 2eM7%

one can write that

Next applying the Q-functions (3.44) and (3.45),

B*(t) - Cz(t)] /'F_a[(aﬂ')g — 2aa”]exp(—Fa"a)

({1?’4:1;1'2 —2a aT} = [_—-E_i’-(t_)—— -
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and

(a alb bf) [B(t) C(t)]/—-—cm exp[—B(t)a"a /5!—-- Bp°

x exp[=B(t)3 B+ C(t)asd + C(t)a"5"]

or
2,12 _ o, 1y _ [B(t) = C*(t) AN
(a*a 2¢ a') = [ B(0) ] [dF‘ +2ﬁ] gﬁ\p(—-:‘ o'a)  (3.76)
and
(a alb bJr - [B*(t) = C*(t) /— aa” exp[—B(t)a"a] —— )B
d*p _
X /—ﬁ_— exp[=B(t)3"8 + C(t)ad + Clt)a"57]
" [32(:)—02(””@ [ﬂm- Poaan | T [BHO-CHOT
B(t) * | 1BO Bt “P|” B(1) ]“ ”]
B*(t) — C*(t) C"’ 0 1 d &
= B(t} BE9F " BIF /—etp{-Fr1 a), (3.77)
where
B* - (C*?
F = B

After carrying out the integration and then the differentiation involved in ( 3.76) and

(3.77), we get

(a%al? =2 af) = [32(::2)8_2(5')2@)]2 - B‘z(f)B;“(]“ﬁ;:) (3.78a)
and
(a albbl) = [g((:))jg:({:))] - (3.785)
Now combining (3.75) and (3.78), we have
L=200) i (3.79)

(fle4m)y =270 [mf—)_(—{a



so that in view of this result, expression (3.67) takes the form

1-2B & .
Si(w) = 89° [m+1]f dr e~tw-M=3)r 4 on et yae)) + F (0)b(e))] -
(3.80)

Noting that
(al (t)a(t)) = (b (£)b(1))

and using (3.49b), one can write

1-2B xS .
Sa(w) = 87" [Bz o T 1] / dr WMl 4 4y [B"’ f(-: - 1] . (3.81)

Employing the stationarity property for the integral, we put (3.81) in the form

2 [1—2B S o |
Vo £ — 2 =(1w=Ng4Aq )T = =tw=Ag+N)T
el = 5y [B?—C2+1] Uu A +[, o ]

B . .
+ 4 [W - 1] (3.82)

so that integration over 7 results in

, B 1 -2B 32+° i
Si(w) = 47 [-Bz—_ﬁ = 1] + [B" 2 + ]] A (2 (3.83)

where we have replaced A3 and A4 by their explicit forms. Combining (3.42b), (3.42¢)
and (3.43), one finds at steady state

_ 4'}'2 = 2(’{7'9)2

= 4‘!2 | (H'"fo]z
and
25757
G = =
4‘}2 . (N"ﬂ )-

so that the expression for the spectrum reduces

S B(k%)" l 3.84a)
Sulw) = 5o = [72 — (K7)?] W+ 49 (:5da)

-

al



where

o) 2{""!0)27
72 == (NTO)Z

o

(3.84b)

is the fr i " .
equency independent term representing the contribution of the shot-noise
f : p
rom each mode. Thus to quantify the degree of reduction below the shot-noise level
. [] . 4 =
we define the ‘normalized’ intensity-difference fluctuations spectrum

Si(w)

Sa(w) = 5 (3.85)
Then combining (3.84) and (3.85), we obtain
2
TR 288
d(w) T+ 4P (3.86)

This is a simple inverted Lorenzian with a width of 4y. We observe that at zero

frequency there is a perfect noise suppression in the intensity difference for the signal

and idler modes.

Our result assumes no additional cavity losses beyond those corresponding to the
equal transmitivities at the output mirror. This is in complete agreement with the
result obtained by Reynaud et al. [49]. For the case in which additional losses are
included, Lane et al. [61] have indicated that perfect suppression of the noise is no

longer possible as one of the pair of photons may be lost other than through the

output mirror.

The prediction of noise suppression in the intensity difference has been confirmed

experimentally by Haidmann et al [50] for a NDPO operating above threshold. In

this experiment a maximum noise reduction of 30% 5% is observed at a frequency of

8MHz. The noise reduction is limited due to other losses inside the cavity and various

detector inefficiencies. In refinement of this experiment Debuissechert et al [63] have

reported an improved quantum noise reduction of 69% in the intensity difference.
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4. Conclusion

We have analyzed the statistical and squeezing properties of the signal and the
signal-idler modes produced in parametric oscillators. In addition, we have studied
the spectrum of the intensity-difference fluctuations for the signal-idler modes. Our
analysis has been carried out using the Q-function obtained applying the method of
evaluating the propagator developed by Fesseha [1].

We have calculated the quadrature fluctuations and the squeezing spectrum for
the signal mode produced in a DPO operating below threshold. Expression (2.45)
shows that at steady state 50% squeezing of the signal mode inside the cavity can
be achieved when operating near threshold. However, the result described by (2.49)
indicates that it is possible to obtain 100% steady-state squeezing in the output signal
mode at zero frequency and at threshold.

We have also obtained the photon number distribution of the signal mode. The
time dependent as well as the steady state forms of the photon number distributions
described by expressions (2.60) and (2.63) indicate that there is a finite probability
of finding odd number of photons inside the cavity. This is due to the fact that,

although the signal photons are generated in pairs, there is a possibility for an odd

number of photons to pass through the output mirror. However, in the absence of

cavity damping, the probability of finding odd number of photons is zero as can be
: o 2

easily seen from expression (2.61).

On the other hand, our analysis shows that the intracavity mixed radiation of
. 1 -



the signal-idler modes is in a squeezed state. Moreover, expression (3.57) shows that
50% suppression of the noise below the vacuum level can be achieved in the first
quadrature at steady state and at threshold with infinitely enhanced fluctuations in
the second quadrature. These results are valid for equal cavity decay rates and in
the absence of other losses.

We have also determined the photon number distribution of the signal-idler radi-
ation inside the cavity. In the absence of cavity damping, this result is found to have
the same form as the photon number distribution of a two-mode squeezed vacuum
[60]. Unlike the case of the signal mode produced in a DPO, we see from expres-
sions (3.62) and (3.63) that there is a finite probability of finding n-signal and n-idler
photons. where n can be an even or an odd number. This is a consequence of pair
generation of signal and idler photons and the assumption of equal cavity decay rates.

The other interesting nonclassical property that we found in the signal-idler ra-
diation is a 100% reduction of the noise below the shot-noise level exhibited in the
output spectrum of the intensity-difference fluctuations of these modes. The scaled
steady-state spectrum of the intensity-difference fluctuations (3.86) is found to be a
simple inverted Lorenzian with a width of 4y . We have also seen that there is a
perfect cancellation of the noise in the output intensity difference at zero frequency.

However. these results are not realistic since the analysis assumes no additional cavity
]

losses bevond those corresponding to the equal transmitivities at the output mirror.

When additional losses are included, the correlation between the signal and idler is

no longer perfect since one of the pair of photons may be lost other than through

the output mirror. In that case there is no complete suppression of the noise at zero

frequency [61,62].



Finally, we would like to point out that one major task in this thesis has been to
determine the solution of the pertinent Fokker-Planck equation for the Q-function.
And this has been done by transforming such equation into a Schrodinger-type equa-
tion and then evaluating the associated Q-function propagator applying the method
developed by Fesseha [1].

This method can be used to evaluate the propagator associated with a quadratic
Hamiltonian of arbitrary form. The task of evaluating the propagator using this
method essentially reduces to the problem of solving the pertinent Euler-Lagrange
equations. We therefore maintain the standpoint that this method provides a conve-

nient means of solving second order partial differential equations.
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